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FOREWORD
Students of Canadian history will welcome the publication of this volume of

Parliamentary Debates for the years 1867 and 1868. This is the first volume in a
series, undertaken as a Centennial project under the auspices of the Library of Par-
liament covering the years 1867 to 1874.

During these formative years of Confederation the Parliamentary Debates were
not officially reported, and the absence from the public record of the major speeches
and debates in Parliament during that important period has been a conspicuous and
frustrating gap in the historical source material on the early years of Confederation.

We are indeed fortunate to have, as director of this complex project, the distin-
guished historian, Professor P. B. Waite of Dalhousie University. Professor Waite
has brought to it a capacity for painstaking research and a dedication that has
brought this first volume to completion well before the anniversary date of our
nationhood. Without the active support and collaboration of the Parliamentary
Librarian, Mr. Erik J. Spicer, and his associates, this project would not have been
possible, and we are very much in their debt.

The Honourable SYDNEY J. SMrrH
Speaker of the Senate

The Honourable LUcIEN LAMOUREUX, Q.c., M.P.

Speaker of the House of Commons

Joint Chairmen
Joint Committee on the Library

of Parliament

Ottawa, Canada, April 1967

ERRATA

Page 209, column 2, line 14-"Wolseley" to replace "Woolsley".

Page 221, column 2, line 3-"Wolseley" to replace "Wolesley".

Page 462, column 2, line 4-"Kaministiquia" to replace "Kamanistigun".

Page 462, column 2, line 10-"Kaministiquia" to replace "Kamanistigun".

99038-Al





PREFACE

Though Professor Norman Ward is both the most recent and the most effective
person to urge the compilation and publishing of a Hansard for 1867-1874, and I am
happy to publicly acknowledge Parliament's indebtedness to him, I should also like
to pay tribute to two of my predecessors who originally made the suggestion. In
their report to Parliament for 1886, the Joint Librarians, Mr. A. D. De Celles, General
Librarian, and Mr. Martin J. Griffin, Parliamentary Librarian, urged the provision
of "a good general Index to the reports of Parliamentary Proceedings in both
Houses..." and "In order that such a work may be complete the Librarians venture
to suggest the reprinting of the debates from 1867 to 1875, at which date the present
series of Hansard Debates begin. The debates from 1867 to 1871 are contained in
scrapbooks seldom available for the use of Members generally. The debates for 1870-
71-72 are now out of print and not obtainable. There are no reports for 1873-74. If
these debates were reprinted and revised under the charge of an impartial and
capable man a very valuable work would be done in preserving a continuous record
of the political history of the Dominion."

I believe that we were fortunate in engaging the services of "an impartial and
capable man", and that the work he is producing will be "very valuable ... in pre-
serving a continuous record of the political history of the Dominion." We are all
happy to have Professor Peter B. Waite of Dalhousie University, Halifax, in charge
of this project. In this regard, I should like to thank Dr. W. Kaye Lamb, National
Librarian and Dominion Archivist, Professor D. G. Creighton of the University of
Toronto, and Mr. W. I. Smith, Assistant Dominion Archivist, for their willingness to
discuss this appointment and other matters at the beginning. It seemed to me that
Professor Waite's interest in the period, his facility in both French and English, and
his knowledge of available newspapers and their proprietors, as evidenced by his
book The Life and Times of Confederation (University of Toronto Press), made him
a logical choice as editor of these debates.

The interest of the Joint Chairmen of the Joint Committee on the Library of
Parliament has also been helpful, particularly as the work proceeded, as also has the
increasing interest of the Committee members.

Professor Waite pays deserved tribute to the work done by the Associate Librar-
ian, Mr. Guy Sylvestre, and the Assistant Librarian, Miss A. Pamela Hardisty on
the project. Other members of the staff of the Library of Parliament also contributed
in varlous ways to the compilation of these debates. And finally, I should like to
thank the Queen's Printer, himself, Mr. Roger Duhamel, and the other normally
unsung heroes of the production side who are ultimately responsible for the appear-
ance of this project.

For myself, it has been an honour to be associated with such a worthwhile and
enduring monument to former politicians whose parliamentary efforts will now, I
hope, reach a larger public, and, in so doing, increase Canadian knowledge of, and
respect for, both the House of Commons and the Senate of Canada.

EaRc J. SPcaER,
Parliamentary Librarian,
Library of Parliament,
Ottawa, Canada.

April 1967.





INTRODUCTION

The publication of the debates of Parliament, 1867-1868, is a Centennial project
of the Parliament of Canada, organized through the Library of Parliament. This
undertaking is both useful and fascinating. The inadequacy of the "Scrapbook De-
bates" bas long been felt, and particularly so for the lengthy and vital first session of
Parliament that opened in Ottawa on Wednesday, November 6, 1867. The first
speeches of the new Members of Parliament of the new Canada, reflecting their
growing and broadening sense of common commitment to a common cause, and the
impact of events themselves, such as the assassination of D'Arcy McGee on April 7,
1868, help to give these debates much of the vitality and spirit of Confederation itself.

The official debates of the Parliament of the Dominion of Canada were first
published only in 1875. Between 1867 and 1874, debates were reported only in news-
papers, or in a semi-official form such as the "Cotton" debates of 1870-2. In the
British North American colonies before Confederation publishing debates was not
established practice. Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island had published debates,
and once in a while so had New Brunswick, but the old Province of Canada had
not, nor had Newfoundland. The one notable exception to the Province of Canada's
lack of official debates was the official reporting of the debate on Confederation in
1865. (Not, by the way, the whole session of 1865.) It is fair to say that the 1032
pages of that Confederation debate of 1865 went a long way to persuade parliamen-
tarians of the Province of Canada then, and afterward, that official publlshing of
debates brought out the worst habits of the genus MP: the long speeches for the
delectation of constituents, the readings for the record, the interminable reworking
of speeches that were not otherwise fit to appear in cold print. In short, Parliament
boggled at the sheer volume of talk to be printed for what was then thought to be
the doubtful edification of posterity.

As a result, after 1865 no further official debates were published by the Province
of Canada, or by the Dominion of Canada, for another decade. Every year a few
earnest souls, of whom Alexander Mackenzie was one, would propose that the House
consider the question of official reporting of debates, and these efforts usually met
with the same reaction. That in 1867-8 is quite characteristic. On Nov. 22, 1867
Mackenzie moved and Howe seconded a motion that the question of reporting deb-
ates be referred to the joint committee on printing. Mackenzie submitted on December
4, 1867, an interim report from the Printing Committee on the possible organization
and costs of an official report of debates. It was not to be a verbatim report; it was
to be compressed roughly to the reports current in the Toronto Globe, i.e., about
one-third of the length of the original speech. The Prime Minister, Sir John A. Mac-
donald, said he did not care one way or the other, but was worried about the dis-
tortion that would occur in revision of speeches for the printer; D. A. McDonald
(Glengarry) objected altogether, and said that the very fact of reporting would
encourage the verbiage that had so notoriously plagued the Canadian Assembly at
Quebec in the Confederation debate in 1865. Joseph Dufresne (Montcalm) remarked
here that the best defence against long speeches would be absolutely verbatim re-
porting! The burst of laughter that greeted this sally brought the discussion that day
to an end, and, although it was revived several times again during the session (and
even reporters subsidized in case an official report was wanted), the project was
killed, March 27, 1868, on a free vote, 94-48.

The truth was the reading public already had easy access to a form of parlia-
mentary debates, and did not really feel it needed an official version; and this feeling
was clearly shared by a substantial number of MP's. Nearly every newspaper sup-
plied some account of the debates in the Commons, although the degree of compres-
sion from the original varied enormously. Incidentally, the Senate got increasingly



short shrift from the press, and ended having to subsidize the Ottawa Times in
order to get any effective account of its proceedings at all. As for the Commons, the
big daily papers in Montreal and Toronto did it fair justice, the best accounts being
in the Toronto Globe, Toronto Leader, and Montreal Gazette, in about that order.
The Ottawa Times is a special case, since it was trying hard to win an exclusive
arrangement, but it was never quite able to eut out the competition from the big
metropolitan dailies.

This edition of the Debates of the House of Commons is a collation of the debates
in the Ottawa Times (Conservative), sometimes called the "Scrapbook Debates",
(from their having been pasted up by an enterprising librarian), and the debates
reported in the Toronto Globe (Reforin). Several other newspapers were canvassed
for the purpose, but these two papers turned out to offer the most comprehensive
reports, and this has been the principal criterion in choosing the two papers, or
deciding, in the case of a particular speech, between the two papers themselves.

I have tried to avoid intruding too much editing into these reports, fearing dis-
tortion, and have let them stand as they were, but the brevity of a report, or occa-
sionally a long speech reported verbatim (doubtless paid for by the members con-
cerned), is a weakness inherent in the system used. In truth, there is really no
other system. Invariably I have chosen the longest report of a speech I could get,
since the longer the report, the less the compression. Where the Times' report and
the Globe's report was roughly equal I have taken the most literate and salty version.
By and large the Globe's reports had more colour and vitality than the Times' which
leaned more often in the direction of officialese-perhaps a reflection of the Times'
hopes to become official reporters. When one report has something substantial that
the other has not, I have interleaved reports, and there is no indication in this edition
of where one report stops and the other begins. As the session went on into 1868,
and perhaps as hopes for an official report began to dim, the Times' reports tended
to shorten, and the debates from the later part of the session tend to be, increasingly,
from the Toronto Globe.

It was disappointing to discover that French Canadian papers gave very short
reports, even of speeches that were originally given in French. La Minerve of Mont-
real, Le Pays of Montreal, Le Journal de Québec, Le Canada of Ottawa, all, despite
the parliamentary interests and commitments of their owners, can not be relied on
for speeches in French. The English papers were, unfortunately, no better when it
came to reporting speeches that had been given in French. It is clear from this, and
from other evidence, that if an MP wanted to make any substantial impression at
all on Parliament or public, he had to speak in English. The gist the English papers
gave of French speeches was so thin as to be nearly useless. It is a pity in this respect
that the French papers were not of more help; but it is fair to add here that they
seem to have had a more substantial interest in the proceedings of the Quebec As-
sembly than did the English in their provincial assemblies (except in Nova Scotia);
this, too, is reflection of the different appreciations of, and attitudes to, the new
federal system.

One might have suspected political bias in the Parliamentary reporting of the
newspapers, and doubtless one might be able to uncover it, but I have discerned very
little. Occasionally a long speech of Macdonald's or Galt's was slightly shorter in the
Globe than in, say, the Toronto Leader or Montreal Gazette, but there were other
occasions when the report in the Globe of a Macdonald speech was longer than that
in the Conservative press. There seems to have been no rule except that of reasonable
reporting, and the space limits of the paper. This last was no inconsiderable limi-
tation, especially with evening speeches, which could be heavily abbreviated as print-
ing time approached.

The session of 1867-1868 was the longest session of the Parliament of Canada
until the session of 1903. The session was in two parts from November 6th to Dec-
ember 21st, and from March 15th, 1868 until May 22nd. It dealt with a vast range
of business, but its great fascination lies in its being the meeting ground for Nova
Scotians, New Brunswickers, and Canadians from the old Province of Canada, now
at grips with the problems of a new political dimension.



Making these debates available in official forn was first proposed by Professor
Norman Ward late in 1961, in a letter to the Speaker of the House of Commons,
Hon. Roland Michener. It was subsequently taken up by the Parliamentary Librarian,
Mr. Erik Spicer, as a project of Parliament for Canada's Centennial. Professor Ward
had never expected to be able to organize the work, and I was approached in 1962
and the project was presented to Parliament and approved in May, 1963.

Various methods of proceeding with this vast debate of 1867-1868 were at-
tempted, and ultimately it was found necessary, owing to the interleaving of reports,
to produce a whole typed MS. of the Commons Debates, running to 1515 legal-size
pages, about 600,000 words.

Here I must make kind acknowledgement for assistance in every respect to the
Parliamentary Librarian, Mr. Erik Spicer, and to his staff, especiaUly to the Associate
Librarian, M. Guy Sylvestre, and the Assistant Librarian Miss Pamela Hardisty; in
Halifax to Mrs. Mary Gilbert, who typed the whole MS, and to Mr. J. J. Tepas who
laboured long and conscientiously on galley proof, and who helped me with page
proof.

The imperfections in this version are numerous and frequently obvious; the
reports are often uneven; they are certainly incomplete; there are places where one
even has to strain sometimes for the sense: but they are the only version we have,
or can have. Indeed they prove that official reporting had advantages, after all,
whatever the Canadian Parliament may have thought of the idea before Alexander
Mackenzie finally brought it in, in 1875. But, still more, the newspaper version of
the House of Commons, 1867-1868, knots and all, has the strong grain of the best of
Parliament in it; and with this cheerful reflection, Parliament redresses the decision
of a hundred years ago, and presents its debates of 1867-8.

P. B. WArr,
Dalhousie University,
Halifax, Nova Scotia.

January, 1967.
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CABINET MINISTERS

HOUSE oF CoMMNs-FIRST PARLIAMENT

FIRST SESsIoN-Nov. .6, 1867 TO MAY 22, 1868

Minister of Justice and
Attorney General .......

Minister of Militia and
Defence ................

Minister of Customs ......

Minister of Finance .......

Minister of Public Works

Minister of Inland Revenue

Secretary of State for
the Provinces ...........

President of the Privy
Council ................

Minister of Marine and
Fisheries ...............

Postmaster General .......

Minister of Agriculture ....

Secretary of State of
Canada .................

Receiver General .........

Superintendant General
of Indian Affairs ........

Hon. Sir John Alexander Macdonald

Hon. Sir George Etienne Cartier

Hon. Samuel Leonard Tilley

Hon. Alexander Tilloch Galt

Hon. John Rose

Hon. William McDougall

Hon. Wiliam-Pearce Howland

Hon. Adams George Archibald

Hon. Adam Johnston Fergusson Blair

Hon. Peter Mitchell

Hon. Alexander Campbell

Hon. Jean Charles Chapais

Hon. Hector Louis Langevin

Hon. Edward Kenny

Hon. Hector Louis Langevin

July 1, 1867

July 1, 1867

July 1, 1867

July 1, 1867-
Nov. 7, 1867

Nov. 18, 1867

July 1, 1867

July 1, 1867

July 1, 1867

July 1, 1867

July 1,

July 1,

July 1,

July 1, 1867

July 1, 1867

July 1, 1867





NAMES OF MEMBERS

IN ALPKABETICAL ORDER AND CONSTITUENCIES

Abbott, John Joseph Caldwell .... ......
Anglin, Hon. Timothy Warren ............
Archambeault, Hon. Louis .................
Ault, Samuel ..........................

Beaty, James ..........................
Beaubien, Hon. Joseph Octave ...........
Béchard, François ......................
Bellerose, Joseph Hyacinthe .............
Benoit, Basile .........................
Benson, Hon. James Rea ................
Bertrand, Charles Frédérie Adolphe.......
Blake, Edward .........................
Blanchet, Joseph Godéric ...............
Bodwell, Ebenezer Vining...............
Bolton, John ..........................
Boucher de Niverville, Charles...........
Bourassa, François J. ....................
Bowell, Mackenzie .....................
Bowman, Isaac Erb ....................
Bown, John Young ....................
Brousseau, Jean Docile ..................
Brown, James .........................
Burpee, Charles .......................
Burton, Francis H ....................

Cameron, Hugh .......... ................
Cameron, Hon. John Hillyard .............
Cameron, Malcolm Collin ....... .........
Campbell, Hon. Stewart ................
Carling, Hon. John .......................
Carmichael, James W. ....................
Caron, George ............................
Cartier, Hon. George Etienne ..............
Cartwright, Richard John ................
Casault, Louis E. Napoleon ...............
Cauchon, Hon. Joseph ....................
Cayley, Michael ..........................
Chamberlin, Brown ....................
Chauveau, Hon. Pierre J. O. .............
Cheval, Guillaume

alias St. Jacques ........................
Chipman, William Henry ..................
Cimon, Simon Xavier .....................
Cockburn, Hon. James ....................
Coffin, Thomas .....................
Colby, Charles C. ........................
Connell, Hon. Charles ......................
Costigan, John ............................

Argenteuil, Quebec
Gloucester, New Brunswick
L'Assomption, Quebec
Stormont, Ontario

Toronto City East, Ontario
Montmagny, Quebec
Iberville, Quebec
Laval, Quebec
Chambly, Quebec
Lincoln, Ontario
Temiscouata, Quebee
Durham West, Ontarlo
Lévis, Quebec
Oxfdrd South, (ntaro
Charlotte, New Brunswick
Three Rivers, Quebee
St. John's, Quebec
Hastings North, Ontaro
Waterloo, North, Ontario
Brant North, Ontario
Portneuf, Quebec
Hastings West, Ontario
Sunbury, New Brunswick
Durham East, Ontario

Inverness, Nova Scotia
Peel, Ontario
Huron South, Ontario
Guysborough, Nova Scotia
London City, Ontario
Pictou, Nova Scotia
Maskinongé, Quebec
Montreal East, Quebec
Lennox, Ontario
Bellechasse, Quebec
Montmorency, Quebec
Beauharnois, Quebec
Missisquoi, Quebec
Quebec County, Quebet

Rouville, Quebec
King's, Nova Scotia
Charlevoix, Quebec
Northumberland West, Ontaro
Shelburne, Nova Scotia
Stanstead, Quebee
Carleton, New Brunswick
Victoria, New Brunswick



Coupal dit Lareine, Sixte .................
Crawford, James .........................
Crawford, John ..........................
Croke, William Joseph ....................
Currier, Joseph M. ......................

Daoust, Jean Baptiste ........ .............
:Desaulnier, Louis Léon Lesueur ...........
Dobbie, Thomas William................
Dorion, Hon Antoine Aimé .............
Drew, George Alexander ..................
Dufresne, Joseph .....................
Dunkin, Hon. Christôpher .................

Ferguson, Thomas R. ..................
Ferris, John ...........................
Fisher, Hon. Charles ......................
Forbes, James F...........................
Fortier, Moise ............................
Fortin, Pierre ............................

Galt, Hon. Alexander Tilloch ............
Gaucher, Guillaume Gamelin ..............
Gaudet, Joseph ...........................
Gendron, Pierre Samuel ................
Geoffrion, Félix ..........................
Gibbs, Thomas Nicholson ...............
Godin, François Benjamin ................
Grant, James Alexander ..................
Gray, Hon. John H. ....................

Grover, Peregrine Maitland ........ ......

Hagar, Albert .. .......................
Harrison, Robert Alexander .............
Heath, Edmund ..........................
Holmes, John .........................
Holton, Hon. Luther H. ....................
Howe, Hon. Joseph ......................
Howland, Hon.WHiam Pearce, C.B.......
Huntingdon, Hon. Lucius Seth .........
Huot, Pierre Gabriel ...................
Hurdon, Francis ........... ............

Irvine, Hon. George ....................

Jackson, George .....................
Johnson, Hon. John M ..................
Joly, Henry Gustave ...................
Jones, Alfred Gilpin ....................
Jones, Francis .......... ...............

Keeler, Joséph ... ................
Kempt, George .... ...........
Kierzkowski, Hon. A. E. ...................
Killam, Hon. Thômas .......................
Kirkpatrick, Thmas- ............... .....

Napierville, Quebec
Brockville, Ontario
Leeds South, Ontario
Richmond, Nova Scotia
Ottawa City, Ontario

Two Mountains, Quebec
St. Maurice, Quebec
Elgin East, Ontario
Hochelaga, Quebec
Wellington North, Ontario
Montealm, Quebec
Brome, Quebec

Cardwell, Ontario
Queen's, New Brunswick
York, New Brunswick
Queen's, Nova Scotia
Yamaska, Quebec
Gaspé, Quebec

Sherbrooxe, Quebec
Jacques Cartier, Quebec
Nicolet, Quebec
Bagot, Quebec
Verchères, Quebec
Ontario South, Ontario
Joliette, Quebec
Russell, Ontario
Saint John, City and County,

New Brunswick
Peterborough East, Ontario

Prescott, Ontario
Toronto City West, Ontario
Pontiac, Quebec
Carleton, Ontario
Chateauguay, Quebec
Hants, Nova Scotia
York West, Ontario
Shefford, Quebec
Quebec East, Quebec
Bruce South, Ontario

Megantic, Quebec

Grey South, Ontario
Northumberland, New Brunswick
totbiière, Quebec
Halifax, Nova Scotia
Leeds North,

and Grenville North, Ontario

Northumberland East, Ontario
Victoria South, Ontario
St.- Hyacinthe, Quebec
Yarmouth, Nova Scotia
Frontenac, Ontario



Langevin, Hon. Hector Louis ............--
Langlois, Jean ....... ... ...........
Lapun, James N. ......................
Lawson, Peter .........................
Little, William Carruthers ... ..........

McCallum, LachUn .....................
McCarthy, Thomas ..................
McConkey, Thomas David ...............
McDonald, Angus Peter .................
Macdonald, Donald Alexander............
McDonald, E. M. ......................
McDonald, Hugh .....................
Macdonald, Hon. Sir John A., .C.B.
Macdonald, Hon. John S. ...............
MeDougall, Hon. William, C.B. ..........
Macfarlane, Robert ......................
McGee, Hon. Thomas D'Arcy ............
McGreevy, Thomas .......................
McKeagney, Hon. James ..................
Mackenzie, Alexander ....................
McLachlin, Daniel ........................
McLellan, Archibald Woodbury ...........
MeMillan, Donald ........................
MeMillan, Hon. John .....................
MeMonies, James .........................
Magill, Charles ................. .......
Masson, Louis François Rodrigue ... .........
Masson, Lue Hyacinthe ........... .......
Metcalfe, James .........................
M ills, David ............................
Morison, John ............................
Morris, Alexander ........................
Morrison, Angus ..........................
Munroe, John H. .........................

O'Connor, John ..........................
Oliver, Thomas ..........................

Pâquet, Anselme Homère ..................
Parker, Thomas Sutherland ................
Perry, Charles ...........................
Pinsonneault, Alfred ......................
Pope, John Henry ........................
Pouliot, Barthelemy ......................
Power, Patrick ...........................
Pozer, Christian Henry ...................

Rankin, John ............................
Ray, William H. ..........................
Read, Hon. Robert ........................
Redford, James ..........................
Renaud, Auguste .........................
Robitaille, Théodore ......................
Rose, Hon. John ...... ...................
Ross, John Jones ........................
Ross, John Sylvester ......................
Ross, W alter ..............................
Ross, W illiam ............................
Ryan, George ............................
Rymal, Joseph ...........................

Dorchester, Quebec
Montmorency
Addington, Ontario
Norfolk South, Ontario
Simcoe South, Ontario

Monck, Ontario
Richelieu, Quebec
Simcoe North, Ontario
Middlesex West, Ontario
Glengarry, Ontario
Lunenburg, Nova Scotia
Antigonish, Nova Scotia
Kingston, Ontario
Cornwall, Ontario
Lanark North, Ontario
Perth South, Ontario
Montreal West, Quebec
Quebec West, Quebee
Cape Breton, Nova Scotia
Lambton, Ontario
Renfrew South, Ontario
Colchester, Nova Scoti
Vaudreuil, Quebec
Restigouche, New Brunswick
Wentworth North, Ontarlo
Hamilton (City), Ontario
Terrebonne, Quebec
Soulanges, Quebec
York East, Ontario
Bothwell, Ontario
Victoria North, Ontario
Lanark South, Ontario
Niagara, Ontario
Elgin West, Ontario

Essex, Ontario
Oxford North, Ontario

Berthier, Quebec
Wellington Centre, Ontario
Peterborough West, Ontario
Laprairie, Quebec
Compton, Quebec
L'Islet, Quebec
Halifax, Nova Scotia
Beauce, Quebec

Renfrew North, Ontario
Annapolis, Nova Scotia
Hastings East, Ontario
Perth North, Ontario
Kent, New Brunswick
Bonaventure, Quebec
Huntingdon, Quebec
Champlain, Quebec
Dundas, Ontario
Prince Edward, Ontario
Victoria, Nova Scotia
King's, New Brunswick
Wentworth South, Ontario



Savary, Alfred W. .......................
Scatcherd, Thomas .......................
Sénécal, Louis Adélard ....................
Shanly, W alter ...........................
Simard, George Honoré ...................
Simpson, Wemyss Mackenzie ..............
Smith, Hon. Albert James ................
Snider, George ...........................
Sproat, Alexander ........................
Stephenson, Rufus .......................
Stirton, David ...........................
Street, Thomas Clark ......................
Sylvain, George ..........................

Thompson, David .........................
Thompson, John Hall ...................
Tilley, Hon. Samuel Leonard ..............
Tremblay, Pierre Alexis ..................
Tupper, Hon. Charles, C.B. ..............

W allace, John ........... .................
Walsh, Aquila ............. .............
Webb, William Hoste ...................
Wells, James Pearson ...................
W hite, John ..............................
Whitehead, Joseph .......................
Willson, Crowell ..........................
Wood, Edmund Burke ..... ................
Workman, Thomas .......................
Wright, Alonzo ...........................

Young, James .........................

Digby, Nova Scotia
Middlesex North, Ontario
Drummond and Arthabaska, Quebec
Greenville South, Ontario
Quebec, Centre
Algoma, Ontario
Westmoreland, New Brunswick
Grey North, Ontario
Bruce North, Ontario
Kent, Ontario
Wellington South, Ontario
Welland, Ontario
Rimouski, Quebec

Haldimand, Ontario
Ontario North
Saint John City, New Brunswick
Chicoutimi and Saguenay, Quebec
Cumberland, Nova Scotia

Albert, New Brunswick
Norfolk North, Ontario
Richmond and Wolfe, Quebec
York North, Ontario
Halton, Ontario
Huron North, Ontario
Middlesex East, Ontario
Brant South, Ontario
Montreal Centre
Ottawa County, Quebec

Waterloo South, Ontario



CONSTITUENCIES BY PROVINCES WITH
NAMES OF MEMBERS ELECTED

PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK

Albert ......
Carleton ..............................
Charlotte .............................
Gloucester ............................
Kent ................................
King's ....... .......................
Northumberland...................
Queen's ..............................
Restigouche ...........................
Sunbury .......... ....................
St. John (City & County)................
St. John (City) ........................
Victoria ..............................
Westmoreland .........................

John Wallace, Esquire
Hon. Charles Connell
John Bolton, Esquire
Hon. Timothy Warren Anglin
Auguste Renaud, Esquire
George Ryan, Esquire
Hon. John M. Johnson
John Ferris, Esquire
Hon. John McMillan
Charles Burpee, Esquire
Hon. John H. Gray
Hon. Samuel Leonard Tilley, C.
John Costigan, Esquire
Hon. Albert James Smith

York ..................... .............. *Hon. Charles Fisher

PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA

Annapolis ............... ................
Antigonish ............... ................
Cape Breton ............... ..............
Colchester .............. .................
Cumberland ...........................
Digby. ...............................
Guysborough ..........................

Halifax .......................... .....
Hants ...................... .. ...........
Inverness ................... .............
K ing's ............... .......... .........
Lunenburg ...............................
Pictou ...............................
Queen's .................... ...........
Richmond ................................
Shelburne ................................
Victoria ..................................
Yarmouth ................................

William H. Ray, Esquire
Hugh McDonald, Esquire

*Hon. James McKeagney
Archibald Woodbury McLllan, Esquire
Hon. Charles Tupper, CM.
Alfred W. Savary, Esquire

*Hon. Stewart Campbell
5Alfred Jones, Esquire
jPatrick Power, Esquire
Hon. Joseph Howe
Hugh Cameron, Esquire
Wm. Henry Chipman, Esquire
E. M. McDonald, Esquire
James W. Carmichael, Esquire
James S. Forbes, Esquire
Wm. Joseph Croke, Esquire

*Thomas Coffin, Esquire
*Wm. Ross, Esquire
Hon. Thomas Killam

PROVINCE OF ONTARIO

Addington ................................
Algoma (The Provisional Judicial District of)
Bothwell.............................
Brant (North Riding) ...................
Brant (South Riding) .....................
Brockville (Town), with the Township of

Elizabethtown thereto attached ..........
Bruce (North Riding) .....................
Bruce (South Riding) .....................

James N. Lapum, Esquire
Wemyss Mackenzie Simpson, Esquire
David Mills, Esquire
John Young Bown, Esquire
Hon. Edmund Burke Wood

James Crawford, Esquire
Alexander Sproat, Esquire
Francis Hurdon, Esquire
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Cardwell .................................
Carleton ..................................
Cornwal (Town), with the Township of

Cornwall thereto attached .............
Dundas ............................. .....
Durham (East Riding) ..................
Durham (West Riding) ..................
Elgin (East Riding) .....................
Elgin (West Riding) ........ ............
Essex ...............................
Frontenac .................. ......
Glengarry -...... ...........

Grenville (South Riding) ................
Grey (South Riding) ....................
Grey (North Riding) ...... ..............
Haldimand ............................
H alton .................... ...... ......
Hamilton (City) .......................
Hastings (West Riding) ..................
Hastingp (East Riding) ....................
Hastings (North Riding) ................
Huron (North Riding) ....................
Huron (South Riding) ....................
K ent ................... .................
K ingston .................................
Larnbton ..............................
Lanark (North Riding) ..................
Lanark (South Riding) ...................
Leeds (North Riding) and Grenville (North

Riding) .............................
Leeds (South Riding) ...................
Lennox ........................... ......
Lincoln ..................................
London (City) ..........................
Middlesex (North Riding) ...............
Middlesex (West Riding) ..................
Middlesex (East Riding) ..................
M onck ...................................
Niagara (Town), with the Township of Nia-

gara thereto attached ...................
Norfolk (South Riding) ...................
Norfolk (North Riding) ................
Northumberland (East Riding) ............
Northumberland (West Riding) excepting

therefrom the Township of South Monag-
han ....................................

Ontario (North Riding) ...................
Ontario (South Riding) .................
Ottawa (City) .........................
Oxford .(North Riding) .................
Oxford (South Riding) ..................
Peel ............... .................
Perth (North tRiding) ...................
Perth (South Riding) ...................
Peterborough (West Riding) ..............
Peterborough (East Riding) . .............
Prescott ...............................

Thomas R. Ferguson, Esquire
John Holmes, Esquire

Hon. John S. Macdonald
*John Sylvester Ross, Esquire
Francis H. Burton, Esquire
Edward Blake, Esquire
Thomas William Dobbie, Esquire
John H. Munroe, Esquire
John O'Connor, Esquire
Thomas Kirkpatrick, Esquire

*Donald Alexander Macdonald, Esquire
Walter Shanly, Esquire
George Jackson, Esquire
George Snider, Esquire
David Thompson, Esquire
John White, Esquire

*Charles Magili, Esquire
James Brown, Esquire
Hon. Robert Read
Mackenzie Bowell, Esquire
Joseph Whitehead, Esquire
Malcolm CoUin Cameron, Esquire
Rufus Stephenson, Esquire
Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald, K.C.B.
Alexander Mackenzie, Esquire

*Hon. Wm. McDougail, C.B.
*Alexander Morris, Esquire

Francis Jones, Esquire
John Crawford, Esquire
Richard John Cartwright, Esquire

*Hon. James Rea Benson
Hon. John Carling
Thomas. çatcherd, Esquire
Angus Peter McDonald, Esquire
CroWell Wilson, Esquire
Lachlin McCallumi, Esquire

Angus Morrison, Esquire
Peter Lawson, Esquire
Aquila Walsh, Esquire
Joseph Keeler, Esquire

,*on. James Cockburn
John Hall Thompson, Esquire.
Thomas Nicholson Gibbs, Esquire
Joseph M. Currier, Esquire
Thomas Oliver, Esquire

*Ebenezer Vining Bodwell, Esquire
Hon. John Hillyard Cameron
James Redford, Esquire
Robert Macfarlane, Esquire
Charles Perry, Esquire
Pçegrine. Maitland Grover, Esquire
Albert Hagar, Esquire
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Prince Edward ..........................
Renfrew (South Riding) ................
Renfrew (North Riding) .. .........
Russell .... ..... ...........
Simcoe (North Riding) . .........
Simcoe (South Riding) ..............
Stormont ... ..... ... .........
Toronto (City) West*...................
Toronto (City) East .. .. ...............
Victoria (South Riding) ................
Victoria (North Riding) ................
Waterloo (North Riding) ................
Waterloo (South Riding) .................
Welland .......... ...................
Wellington (North Riding). .......
Wellington (Centre Riding> .........
Wellington (South Riding) ..............
Wentworth (North Riding) ..............
Wentworth (South Riding) ..............
York (North Riding) ............. .......
York (East Riding) .....................
York (West Riding) ....................

Walter Ross, Esquire
*Daniel McLachlin, Esquire
John Rankin, Esquire
James Alexander Grant, Esquire

*Thomas David McConkey, Esquire
Wm. Carruthers Little, Esquire
Samuel Ault, Esquire
Robert Alexander Harrison, Esquire
James Beaty, Esquire
George Kempt, Esquire
John Morison, Esquire

*Isaac Erb Bowman, Esquire
James Young, Esquire

*Thomas Clark Street, Esquire
George Alexander Drew, Esquire

*Thomas Sutherland Parker, Esquire
David Stirton, Esquire
James McMonies,,Esquire
Joseph Rymal, Esquire

*James Pearson Wells, Esquire
James Metcalfe, Esquire
Hon. Wm..Pearce Howland, C.B.

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC

Argenteuil ................ ...........
Ragot ................................
Beauce ...............................
Beauharnois ...........................
Bellechasse .................. .........
Berthier ............... ...............
Bonaventure ...........................
Brome ................................
Chambly ..............................
Champlain ...............................
Charlevoix ...............................
Chateauguay .............................
Chicoutimi and Saguenay ..................
Com pton .................................
Dorchester ...............................
Drummond and Arthabaska ................
G aspé ....................................
Hochelaga ................................
Huntingdon .... .........................
Iberville ..................................
Jacques Cartier ..........................
Joliette ..................................
Kamouraska ..............................
Laprairie .................................
L'Assomption .............................
Laval ....................................
Lévis .....................................
L'Islet ...................................
Lotbinière ................................
M askinongé ..............................
M egantic .................................
M issisquol ................................
M ontcanm ................................

Hon. John Joseph Caldwell Abbott
Pierre Samuel Gendron, Esquire
Christian Henry Pozer, Esquire
Michael Cayley, Esquire
Napoleon Casault, Esquire
Anselme Homère Pâquet, Esquire
Théodore Robitaille, Esquire

*Hon. Christopher Dunkin
Basile Benoit, Esquire
John Jones Ross, Esquire
Simon Xavier Cimon, Esquire
Hon. Luther H. Holton

*Pierre Alexis Tremblay, Esquire
*John Henry Pope, Esquire
*Hon. Hector Louis Langevin
Louis Adelard Sénécal, Esquire

*Pierre Fortin, Esquire
Hon. Antoine Aimé Dorion
Hon. John Rose
François Béchard, Esquire
Guillaume Gamelin Gaucher, Esquire
François Benjamin Godin, Esquire
C. A. P. Pelletier
Alfred Pinsonneault, Esquire
Hon. Louis Archambeault

*Joseph Hyacinthe Bellerose, Esquire
*Joseph Goderic Blanchet, Esquire
Barthelemy Pouliot, Esquire

*Henry Gustave Joly, Esquire
George Caron, Esquire
Hon. George Irvine
Brown Chamberlin, Esquire

*Joseph Dufresne, Esquire



PROVINCE OF QUEBEC-Continued

Montmagny ...........
Montmorency .........

Montreal (City) West .
Montreal (City) Centre .
Montreal (City) East ..
Napierville ........ ....................
Nicolet ..............................
Ottawa County ........................
Pontiac ...............................
Portneuf ................ ................
Quebec (City) East ......................
Quebec (City) Centre ..................
Quebec (City) West ......................
Quebec (County) ......................
Richmond and Wolfe ....................
Richelieu ..............................
Rimouski .............................
Rouville ..............................

St. Hyacinthe ..........................
St. John's ............................
St. Maurice ...........................
Shefford ..............................
Sherbrooke (Town)....................
Soulanges .............................
Stanstead ........ ...................
Temiscouata ..........................
Terrebonne ............................
Three Rivers (Town)...................
Two Mountains ........................
Vaudreuil .............................
Verchères .............................
Yamaska ............................

*Hon. Joseph Octave Beaubien
*Hon. Joseph Cauchon
Jean Langlois
Hon. Thomas D'Arcy McGee

*Thomas Workman, Esquire
Hon. George Etienne Cartier
Sixte Coupai dit Lareine, Esquire
Joseph Gaudet, Esquire

*Alonzo Wright, Esquire
*Edmund Heath, Esquire
Jean Docile Brousseau, Esquire

*Pierre Gabriel Huot, Esquire
George Honoré Simard, Esquire

*Thomas McGreevy, Esquire
*Hon. Pierre J. O. Chauveau

William Hoste Webb, Esquire
Thomas McCarthy, Esquire
George Sylvain, Esquire
Guillaume Cheval, allas St. Jacques, Es-

quire
Hon. A. E. Kierzkowski
François Bourassa, Esquire

*Louis Léon Lesueur Desaulnier, Esquire
Hon. Lucius Seth Huntington

*Hon. Alexander Tilloch Galt
Luc Hyacinthe Masson, Esquire
Charles C. Colby, Esquire

*Chas. Frédéric Adolphe Bertrand, Esquire
*Louis François Rodrigue Masson, Esquire
Charles Boucher de Niverville, Esquire

*Jean Baptiste Daoust, Esquire
*Donald MeMillan, Esquire
Felix Geoffrion, Esquire
Moïse Fortier, Esquire

*Acclamation
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CANADA

etates of tlje »oue of Commons
for the

First session of the First Parliament of the Dominion of Canada called

for the despatch of business on the 6th. day of November, 1867.

Wednesday. 6th November. 1867

The Parliament met this day for the de-
spatch of business at three pin.

The Clerk took the chair and the Ser-
geant-at-arms announced Rene Kimber, Es-
quire, Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod,
with a message, that His Excellency, The
Governor General, desires the immediate at-
tendance of this Honourable House in the
Senate Chamber.

Accordingly the Members went to attend
His Excellency in the Senate Chambers;
Where being,

The Honourable the Speaker of the Senate
said;-

Honourable Gentlemen, and Gentlemen of
the House of Commons;

His Excellency the Governor General does
not see fit to declare the causes of His sum-
moning the present Parliament of the Do-
minion of Canada until a Speaker of the
House of Commons shall have been chosen
according to law, but that to-morrow, at the
hour of three o'clock in the afternoon, His
Excellency will declare the causes of His
calling this Parliament.

And the Members being returned;

Sir John A. Macdonald said that the House
having just been instructed by the represent-
ative of Her Majesty to proceed to- elect a
Speaker, he begged to call the attention of
the House to the discharge of that duty.
Great qualifications were required in a mem-
ber of this House who would worthily occupy
that high, honourable and distinguished posi-
tion. He should be a man of parliamentary
experience, well acquainted with the practice
of parliament, versed in the mode of conduct-
ing the business of this House, and able to
decide promptly and correctly the varlous
questions of practice and order which would
come before Parliament, his demeanour at
the same time must be agreeable and courtly.
He believed that on his mentioning the name
of the honourable gentleman who he would
propose should be called to the Speaker's

chair, all who knew that honourable gentle-
man, would agree with him that he possessed
all the requisites for the position. He had
much pleasure in moving that the Hon.
James Cockburn, member for the West
Riding of Northumberland, do take the chair.
Mr. Cockburn had sat in the Legislature of the
Province of Canada during two Parliaments
having been thrice elected for the same con-
stituency, and twice by acclamation. During
the period he had been in Parliament he had
been an active member, he at once took such
a position that ere long he was invited to
become a member of the Government. In
1864, he entered the Government of which he
(Sir John) had the honour to be a member,
taking the office of Solicitor-General for
Upper Canada, and he could testify to the
great assistance which, in that capacity, he
gave to him (Sir John) as Attorney-General
and leader of the House; and al his cdl-
leagues could, in like manner, speak of the
skill with which he managed all the affairs of
his department. In all the legislation, special-
ly applying to Upper Canada, he trusted
greatly to the assistance of the Solicitor-
General, and he was gratified, therefore, to
speak of the ability and legal lore which Mr.
Cockburn displayed acting as his colleague.
To these gentlemen who had the pleasure of
knowing Mr. Cockburn, he would say nothing
as to his demeanour as a gentleman, and the
courteous style of his address. He felt that he
need say nothing further as to the hon. gen-
tleman's qualifications, and would now, there-
fore, move that the Hon. James Cockburn do
take the chair.

Hon. Mr. Cartier seconded the motion, sup-
porting it in a few remarks in French sub-
stantially to the same effect as those of the
Minister of Justice.

Mr. Dufresne addressed the House in
French, expressing his dissatisfaction at the
nomination of Mr. Cockburn, on the ground
that that gentleman could not speak the
French language. He thought it was to be
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regretted that, at the inauguration of a new
system, greater respect was not shown to
Lower Canada in this matter. He looked upon
this as a matter of national feeling. In the
Constitution of the Dominion it was provided
that all official documents should be printed
in both languages, and the principle which
lay at the foundation of the provision should,
he thought, be carried out in the nomination
of a speaker.

Hon. Mr. Cartier replied, that though Mr.
Cockburn did not speak French he understood
it, and in that respect was in the same posi-
tion as Speakers of the Canadian House under
the former Constitution-such as Mr. Sand-
field Macdonald, Sir Henry Smith and Mr.
Walbridge.

The motion having been put by the Clerk,
the Hon. James Cockburn was unanimously
elected Speaker, and was conducted to the
chair by Sir John A. Macdonald and Mr.
Cartier.

Mr. Cockburn, having taken the chair,
tendered to the House his grateful acknowl-
edgements for the honour conferred on him
in electing him to that position. -He said it
would be his duty and his pleasure to decide
all questions that might be raised in this
House, for the consideration of the chair, with
the utmost impartiality. The questions which
had to be decided were, many of them, of so
great importance that he might well shrink
from the responsibility of disposing of them,
but he felt reassured by the fact that there
were hon. gentlemen on the floor who wouId
kindly assist him, gentlemen of long parlia-
mentary experience, who would lend him the

benefit of that experience and enable him to
decide such questions as might arise in ac-
cordance with the long established practice
of Parliament.

Sir John A. Macdonald moved that the
house do now adjourn till half-past two to-
morrow, lis Exceflency having intimated
that he would come down at three. He begged
also to take this opportunity of giving notice
with respect to the rules to be adopted for
the guidance of Parliament that he would
follow the course taken in 1841, and would
rmove that a select committee be appointed to
frame rules and regulations for the govern-
ment of the House. The committee would, of
course, have to be very carefully chosen. The
gentlemen seIected would be from both sides
of the louse and fron al portions of the
Dominion. They would examine the practice
and rules which had prevailed in Canada, and
In Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick, and
would report a code of rules to this House,
but meanwhile he should move that the prac-
tice of Parliament as it prevailed in Canada
during last Parliament should be the rules
in force until the new rules were reported
to and accepted by the House. He might say
to those gentlemen who did belong to the
Parliament of the late Province of Canada,
that the rules of-that Parliament were care-
fully settied about three years ago, and were
almost identicaI with the rules and regulations
and standing and sessional orders of the
louse of Commons, in England, except in so
far as they had to be modified to suit the
different circumstances of the Province.

The motion was agreed to and the House
adjourned till half-past two tomorrow.

November 8, 1887
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Thursday. 71h November, 1867

A Message was brought by Rene Kimber,
Esquire, Gentleman Usher of the Black
Rod:-
Mr. Speaker,

His Excellency the Governor General desires the
immediate attendance of this Honourable Bouse in
the Senate Chamber.

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker elect, with the House,
went to the Senate Chamber:-

And there Mr. Speaker spoke to the follow-
ing effect, viz.-
May It please your Excellency:

The House of Commons have elected me as their
Speaker, though I am but little able to fulfil the
important duties thus assigned to me.

If, in the performance of those duties, I should at
any time fall into error, I pray that the fault may
be imputed to me, and not to the Commons, whose
servant I am, and who through me, the better to
enable them to discharge their duty to their Queen
and Country, humbly claim ail their undoubted
rights and privileges, especially. that they may
have freedom of speech in their debates, access to
Your Excellency's person at all seasonable times,
and that their proceedings may receive from Your
Excellency the most favourable Interpretation.

Then the Honourable the Speaker of the
Senate said:-
Mr. Speaker,

I am commanded by Bis Excellency the Governor
General to declare to you that he freely confides In
the duty and attachment of The House of Commons
to Her Majesty's person and Government, and not
doubting that their proceedings will be conducted
with wisdom, temper, and prudence, he grants, and
upon all occasions will recognize and allow, their
constitutional privileges.

I am commanded also to assure you that the
Commons shall have ready access to His Excellency
upon all seasonable occasions, and that their pro-
ceedings, as well as your words and actions, will
constantly receive £rom him the most favourable
construction.

The House being returned;
Mr. Speaker reported, That the House had

been in the Senate Chamber, and that he had
informed His Excellency that the choice of
Speaker had fallen upon him and also in the
name of this House, and on their behalf, he
had laid claim to ail their Rights and Privi-
leges, that they may enjoy freedom of speech
in their Debates, and have access to His
Excellency's person as occasion shall require,
and that all their proceedings may receive

from His Excellency the most favourable
construction; to which His Excellency was
pleased to say that he readily and willingly
granted and allowed the Commons their con-
stitutional privileges, as well as ready access
to His Excellency on all seasonal occasions,
and that their proceedings, as well as their
words and actions, will constantly receive
from him the most favourable construction.

ORDERED, That the Honourable Sir John
A. Macdonald have leave to bring in a Bill
respecting the administration of Oaths of
Office.

He accordingly presented the said Bill to
the House, and the same was received and
read for the first time.

Mr. Speaker reported, That when the
House did attend His Excellency the Gov-
ernor General, this day, in the Senate
Chamber, His Excellency was pleased to
make a Speech to both Houses of Parliament,
of which Mr. Speaker said he had, to prevent
mistakes, obtained a copy, which he read to
the House, as followeth:-
Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate;

Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
In addressing for the first time the Parliamentary

Representatives of the Dominion of Canada, I
desire to give expression to my own deep feeling of
gratification that it bas been my high privilege to
occupy an official position which has made it my
duty to assist at every step taken in the creation of
this great Confederation.

I congratulate you on the Legislative sanction
which has been given by the Imperial Parliament,
to the Act of Union, under the provisions of which
we are now assembled, and which has laid the
foundation of a new Nationality that I trust and
believe will, ere long, extend its bounds from the
Atlantic to the Pacifie Ocean.

In the discussions which preceded the introduc-
tion of this measure in the Imperial Parliament.
between the Members of Her Majesty's Govern-
ment on the one side, and the Delegates who
represented the Provinces now united on the oth-
er,-it was apparent to all those who took part in
those conferences, that, while Her Majesty's Min-
isters considered and pressed the principle of
Union as a subject of great Imperial interest, they
allowed to the Provincial Representatives every
freedom in arranging the mode ln which that
principle should be applied.

In a similar spirit of respect for your privileges,
as a free and self-governing people, the Act of
Union, as adopted by the Imperial Parliament,
imposes the duty and confers upon you the right of
reducing to practice the system of Government.
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which it has called into existence, of consolidating
its institutions, harmonizing its administrative de-
tails, and of making such legisiative provisions as
will secure to a constitution, ln some respects
novel, a full, fair, and unprejudiced trial.

With the design of effecting these objects, meas-
ures will be laid before you for the amendment
and assimilation of the laws now existing in the
several Provinces relating to Currency, Customs,
Excise, and Revenue generally,-for the adoption of
a uniform Postal System,-for the proper manage-
ment and maintenance of the Public Works and
Properties of the Dominion,-for the adoption of a
well-considered scheme of Militia Organization and
Defence, for the proper administration of Indian
affairs--for the introduction of uniform Laws re-
specting Patents of Invention and Discovery,-the
naturalization of Aliens,-and the assimilation of
the Criminal Law, and the Laws relating to
Bankruptcy and Insolvency.

A measure will also be submitted to you, for the
performance of the duty imposed upon Canada,
under the terms of the Union Act, of imnediately
constructing the Intercolonial Railroad.

This great work will add a practical and physical
connection to the legislative bond which now
unites the Provinces comprising the Dominion, and
the liberality with which the guarantee for the cost
of its construction was given by the Imperlal
Parliament is a new proof of the hearty interest
felt by the British people in your prosperity.

Your consideration will also be invited to the
Important subject of Western Territorial extension.
and your attention wll be called to the best means
for the protection and development of our Fisherles
and Marine Interests.

You will also be asked to consider measures
defining the privileges of Parliarnent and for the
establishing of uniform inlaws relating to Elections,
and the trial of Controverted Elections.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons;
The circumstances under which the Act of Union

came into operation, rendered It impossible to

obtain the assent of the Legislature to the expendi-
ture for carrying on the ordinary business of the
Government.

The expenditure since the first of Yuly ha
therefore been incurred on the responsibility of
Ministers of the Crown.

The details of that expenditure will be laid
before you, and submitted for your sanction.

I have directed that the Estimates for the current
and succeeding Financial Year shall be laid before
you. You will find that they have been framed with
all the attention to economy which la compatible
with the maintenance of efficiency in the different
Branches of the Publie Service.
Honourable Gentlemen and Gentlemen;

The general organization and efflciency of the
Volunteers and Militia have been greatly improved
within the last year, and the whole Volunteer
Force of Ontario and Quebec is already, by the
liberality of the Imperial Government, armed with
the Breech-loading Rifle.

I am happy to be able to congratulate you on the
abundant harvest with which it has pleased
Providence to bless you, and on the general pros-
perity of the Dominion.

Your new nationality enters on lits course backed
by the moral support, the material aid, and the
most ardent good wishes of the Mother Country.
Within your own borders peace, security and pros-
perity prevail, and I fervently pray that your
aspirations may be directed to such high and
patriotic objects, and that you may be endowed
with such a spirit of moderation and wisdom as
will cause you to render the great work of Union
which has been achieved, a blessing to yourselves
and your posterity, and a fresh starting point ln
the moral, political and material advancement of
the people of Canada.

Sir John A. Macdonald moved that His
Excellency's speech be taken into considera-
tion to-morrow.-Carried.

November 7, 1867
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Friday, November 8, 1867

The Speaker took the chair at three o'clock.

THE ADDRESS

Sir John A. Macdonald moved that the
House proceed to take into consideration His
Excellency's Speech at the opening of the
session, which was agreed to.

Hon. Charles Fisher, member for York,
N.B., then moved that the House do agree in
an humble address to His Excellency the
Governor-General, in reply to His Excel-
lency's speech at the opening of the session.
Mr. Fisher spoke for about an hour, com-
menting seriatin on the paragraphs of the
Address--which was, as usual, an echo of the
Speech from the Throne-referring to His
Excellency's expression of gratification that
he had been able to assist at every step taken
in the creation of this Confederation. He
alluded to the fact that not only as Gover-
nor-General of Canada, but in the House of
Lords, as Peer of the Realm, Lord Monck had
given valuable aid in carrying the measure of
Colonial Union to its consummation. He then
glanced briefly at the history of the measure,
from its inception in the reports of a commit-
tee of the Canadian Assembly, in favour of
Confederation, down to the passage of the
Imperial Act. He remarked, however, that
long before these recent steps were taken, the
Union of the British Provinces had been a
favourite project of many public men in all
the Colonies. It had been a day-dream of his
own from the time when he first entered
public life. Although he little expected then
that he would occupy his present position of
addressing the assembled wisdom of Canada
and calling upon his fellow representatives
from the different portions of the Dominion
to join in congratulations on the accomplish-
ment of the Union, he had pleasure in adding
his personal testimony to the reference made
in the speech to the freedom allowed by the
Imperial authorities to the provincial authori-
ties in arranging the mode in which the
principle of union should be applied. The
only point on which any differences arose
was as to the composition of the Senate.
Although he had always belonged to the
great party of progress, he had looked upon it

as important that there should be an immedi-
ate body between the Crown and the people,
which should restrain the progress of public
opinion until that opinion became settled,
clear and defined. At the same time, he had
felt that the constitution of the Senate as
agreed upon at the Quebec conference was
deficient in the elasticity which formed an
essential feature of the British Constitution.
Mr. Cardwell made this an objection to the
Quebec resolutions, and it became a point of
controversy between the delegates and the
British Ministers; but after a good deal of
discussion, a mode of meeting the difficulty
received the assent of the Imperial Govern-
ment and of the Colonial representatives, and
was embodied in the Act of Union. Referring
to the paragraph which acknowledged the
respect shown for our privileges as a free and
self-governing people by the British Gov-
ernment, Mr. Fisher said that if there was
any one feeling which predominated among
the whole people of these Colonies, it was one
of loyalty to the Queen of these realms. It
was most desirable that the people of these
lands, appreciating the privileges we enjoyed
as part of an empire greater than Rome in its
palmiest days, should so construct our consti-
tutional system as to perpetuate to the end of
time those institutions and privileges which
had secured to the Mother Country its posi-
tion among the nations of the world. In this
connection, he alluded briefly to the struggles
for responsible government which had taken
place in various colonies, and to the honoura-
ble part taken in those struggles by the
member for Hants, Hon. Joseph Howe, and
others. Referring to the different questions on
which legislation was promised, he said it
would give general satisfaction to know that
something was to be done about the currency.
In the Lower Provinces, at least, the currency
was very scarce, and any means which might
be devised to increase it should have his
support. An idea had got abroad there that a
great monetary institution in Montreal had
been allowed to bring under its control the
whole of the banking institutions of the coun-
try. In the arrangement of the customs, ex-
cise and revenue, he trusted a due regard
would be had to the principles of free trade,
while attention was paid at the same time, to
benefiting the productive industry of our
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country. He hoped, also, the Government
would keep in view a better exchange of our
products with the neighbouring and other
countries. The attention of the Legislature
was invited to a well considered scheme of
Militia organization and defence. He (Mr.
Fisher) was not much of a military man
himself; but military talk was the fashion
now, and as the ladies say, "you might as
well be out of the world as out of the
fashion." Having assumed the position of a
new nationality, we must be prepared to
incur its responsibilities and discharge its
duties. It was necessary to have a certain
amount of military preparation, and he knew
it would be the pride of the people of these
countries to provide, to the extent of their
ability, the means of defence. Measures were
promised for the assimilation of the criminal
law, and the laws relating to bankruptcy and
insolvency. He thought it very desirable that,
as soon as possible, all other laws should be
assimilated. This would tend to strenghten
the union of the colonies. He believed there
was no more important duty devolving on
this legislature than the introduction of a
proper system of bankruptcy and insolvency,
provision should be made that the honest
debtor when he made a fair exhibition of his
affairs, should not be driven from the country
but should have it in his power to make a
fresh start and obtain a livelihood for his
wife and children. Reference was made to the
construction of the Intercolonial Railway. If
the best line was selected traversing a portion
of New Brunswick which was making rapid
progress, and had every facility for mills and
manufactures, he believed it could be built
for the amount of money guaranteed by the
Imperial Government. He asked the House
not to allow this question to become one
entirely of politics, but to let the broad inter-
ests of the country and the necessities of
commerce be considered. The subject of
Western territorial extension was also one of
great importance. From the head of Canada
to the Rocky Mountains, there was a country
to be colonized, full of the elements of
wealth. To make use of the old patriarchal
language, he would say "let us go up and
possess the land." When at Detroit, about a
year ago, an American friend said to
him-'If you don't go up there pretty soon,
we will squat you out." He hoped this ques-
tion would be taken up in a large and liberal
spirit. In the framing of a uniform election
law, we would have the benefit of the recent
discussions on the suffrage and franchise in
the Parliament of England. He hoped that in
any provisions that might be made relating to

[Mr. Fisher (York)]

the franchise, due regard would be had to the
combined influence of intelligence and prop-
erty. The estimates to be laid before the
House would, no doubt, receive its attentive
consideration. He might say that in New
Brunswick, they thought the people in
Canada were apt to be extravagant, and they
had some fear on account of this, that the
Union might not work well. He might confess
he had been somewhat affected by that fear
himself. At present, things were in a transi-
tion state. Parties by and by would be
defined and would take sides as naturally as
water ran down a slope; but at present we
must work our system by what was called a
Coalition; and he trusted that in carrying on
that Government, due attention would be
paid to economy. After adverting to the other
points mentioned in the address, Mr. Fisher
concluded by expressing the hope that in the
working of this Union, peace and happiness,
religion and piety, truth and virtue, would be
established in these lands, and would contin-
ue to flourish through all generations. He
resumed his seat amidst general applause.

Mr. Desaulnier, member for St. Maurice,
Quebec, seconded the address. He said that
for a French Canadian he congratulated the
House on the adoption of Confederation,
which gave his countrymen the best safe-
guard for their peculiar national interests. He
remarked that the speech pointed to many
subjects, probably too numerous for one ses-
sion. He noticed the necessity of settling the
currency question, and for relieving the coun-
try people from the silver nuisance. He asked
postal reform in the direction of reducing
letter postage and abolishing newspaper post-
age. He expressed the hope that the greatest
economy would prevail in the Government
and public works, especially in the matter of
the Intercolonial Railroad.

It was then agreed that the Address should
be moved paragraph by paragraph.

The first paragraph having been moved,
explanations as to the resignation of seats in
the Cabinet by Hon. Messrs. Archibald and
Galt were given.

MINISTERIAL EXPLANATIONS

Sir John A. Macdonald briefly explained
the circumstances connected with the resigna-
tion of the Secretary of State for the Prov-
inces, and of the Minister of Finance. The
former had resigned because of the adverse
verdict of his constituents, and the latter for
reasons of a private nature. The Government
deeply regretted to lose their colleague, who,
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like the member for Sherbrooke, had a pro-
found knowledge of all questions of finance,
and whose kindly and effective assistance in
all matters connected with public policy, they
had so long enjoyed.

Hon. Mr. Gali said it was always embar-
rassing to make personal explanations, es-
pecially when they were based, not upon a
public act, but upon private reasons. He fully
recognized the responsibility of the step he
had taken in retiring from Her Majesty's
Government so soon before the meeting of
Parliament, and he would probably be ex-
posed to the charge of having unduly inter-
fered with the proper conduct of the public
business. The House was aware that the mo-
tives which entered into the mind of one who
took the step which he had taken, were
varied in their character. He did not propose
to state all the various motives and processes
of reasoning by which he had arrived at the
conclusion that his proper duty was to be in
the House as a private member and not as a
member of the Government. Of the motives
which actuated him in taking that course,
there were two to which he would al-
lude-personal interests and personal feel-
ings. He did not think he had a right to
detain the House by entering into any state-
ment in regard to his personal affairs. But he
thought it would be admitted on all hands
that there was no man in the country who
had private and personal interests which did
not require attention. He did not say he was
required to give all his attention to private
affairs; but he did say that recent events had
made it desirable that for a brief period-at
any rate for the first of the two parts in
which this session would probably be divi-
ded-he should have the control of his own
time and affairs. It is unfortunate that the
necessity of his having that control only
became apparent on the eve of the meeting of
Parliament, and it therefore became an alter-
native if he remained in the Government,
whether he should neglect his own or the
public business. He therefore concluded to
retire from the Government; but happily the
Government contained many able men, so
that his withdrawal would be no sacrifice to
them, while to remain might have been a
great sacrifice to him. With regard to his
second motive, personal feeling, he alluded to
the bank failure which had recently occurred
in the Province of Ontario. He had not been
able to conceal from himself that the tenden-
cy of public sentiment in that great and
important Province had been adverse to him
personally. He had not failed to observe the

justice, if not the injustice, or misconstruc-
tion, or misapprehension, with which his
views and actions had been regarded in that
Province. He had seen in the public press his
name coupled with the ruin of confiding
shareholders. He had seen it laid at his door
that many of those parties had been reduced
from competence to penury through his ac-
tion, and the feeling which existed against
him fastened the responsibility upon him of
whatever injury had been suffered. These
things showed to him that his public use-
fulness was to a considerable extent im-
paired. He said that he could not expect to
receive the same generous support from the
members of Ontario, which had formerly
been accorded to him. He could not reasona-
bly expect that honourable members would
be more favourably disposec towards him
than the people whom they represented. He
therefore felt that until all the facts connect-
ed with the banks were known, and until a
sense of justice returned to the public, his
position in the Government was one of
weakness rather than strength. He would
state, however, that he had done everything
he could as a man and as a Minister to avert
the disaster to which he had alluded. He
could point to the directors of the Commer-
cial Bank for testimony to that effect; and,
more than that, he was happy to be able to
say that he could appeal to the gentleman
who had been most powerfully opposed to his
financial policy, the member for Châteauguay
for corroboration of the statement he had
made. He then read a resolution passed on
the 23rd of October, by the Board of Direc-
tors of the Commercial Bank, thanking him
for his zealous and persevering exertion to
avert the disaster to that institution. He (Mr.
Galt) had no doubt that in time justice would
be done to him, not only with regard to this,
but other matters. He preferred to wait for
that time in an unofficial position. He no
longer desired to assume the burdens of
office, or become responsible for the duty of
guiding the financial policy of the country.

Mr. Cartwrighi said it was a source of
great pain to him to have his honourable
friend, Mr. Galt, misrepresented. The failure
of the Commercial Bank was owing to the
withdrawal of confidence on the part of
depositors alone, and not caused by the policy
of his honourable friend, vho had always been
zealous in his efforts to render assistance to
that institution. (Hear, hear).

Mr. Alex Mackenzie, while admitting that
want of confidence was largely instrumental

November 8,1887



COMMONS DEBATES

in overthrowing the Commercial Bank, main-
tained that Mr. Galt and his colleagues were
responsible for the state of aff airs which
resulted in its failure.

Hon. Mr. Holton said he was in position to
corroborate every word uttered by his
honourable friends, the Minister of Finance
and the member for Lennox and Addington,
who happened to be President of the Commer-
cial Bank, of which he (Mr. Holton) was a
director; and he could further say, that the
vote of thanks passed by the Board to the
Minister of Finance was not a mere formal
acknowledgement of services, but a sincere
recognition of valuable assistance he had
rendered.

Mr. Morris said it would be unbecoming in
him if he were not to express his belief that
everything which had been stated by his
honourable friends, the members for
Chateauguay and Lennox and Addington, was
perfectly true. No institution in circumstances
of such extreme trial could have received
more aid, countenance and assistance than
this one did from his honourable friend the
Minister of Finance. He had full opportunity
of judging, and he could say that he believed
the fall of the Commercial Bank was not in
any wise to be attributed to the legislation of
last session.

Hon. Mr. Dorion inquired whether any
steps had been taken to fill the vacancies in
the Cabinet.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the Govern-
ment were taking the steps necessary to sup-
ply the vacancies. In the meantime, the pub-
lic service would not be permitted to suffer,
and no undue delay would take place in
making the appointments.

DEBATE ON THE ADDRESS

The SPEAKER then put the Address, para-
graph by paragraph. On the first paragraph
being put, Hon. Mr. Howe rose to speak; but
on the suggestion of Mr. Holton, the House
took a recess till half-past seven. After the
recess.

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
seven o'clock.

Hon. J. Howe having had the floor before
dinner, resumed the debate on the Address.
Before proceeding to discuss the subject
before the chair, Mr. Howe alluded to his
own position in connection with the leader-
ship of the Opposition, saying that it would
have been an act of great impertinence on his

[Mr. Mackenzie (Lambton)]

part to have assumed the leadership of any
body of men holding views with respect to
Confederation at variance with his own. It
would also have been inconsistent with his
duty to his own country. No man in his
country went to the hustings pledged to any
side of any question in the politics of Canada.
No man there concerned himself about the
policy of the existing Canadian Government.
He felt incapable of assuming leadership in a
House where two languages were used, with
one of which he was not very familiar. He
therefore felt with his peculiar views on
Confederation that it was far better for him
to take a position in the body of the House.
No one from Nova Scotia had any side in the
party politics of Canada. They had been
legislated into the House against their wills.
With these remarks as to his own position he
would proceed to the subject before the
House, the consideration of His Excellency's
Speech. As a public man of some experience
he thought discussion on the speech a mere
waste of time, but with respect to the speech
now before the House, matter had been intro-
duced which challenged the correctness of the
view of the people of Nova Scotia, and, there-
fore, called upon them for discussion. In
addition to His Excellency's Speech they had
had a speech from his honourable friend (Mr.
Fisher) who had raised other points, which he
(Mr. H.) regretted, as he had long approved
of the public course of his honourable friend,
the representative of York. His honourable
friend had said that party feeling should be
laid aside, and it might be laid aside by his
honourable friend, but with respect to this
House he feared his dream would not be
realized. There would be two altars in this
House, the worshippers of which would be as
far from agreeing as were those at the first
two altars erected on this earth-the altars of
Cain and Abel. (Laughter). Assuredly Cain
would soon be into Abel's hair, (laughter) and
the dream of his honourable friend would be
dispelled. His friend hoped there would be no
extravagance-he trusted not. He hoped there
would not be an army of loafers fastened on
the country. He, too, hoped not, but he
thought he paid but a poor compliment to the
House of the Government with respect to
coalition. He also referred to the Intercolonial
Railway, but where was the route? That was
a New Brunswick question, and when one
route had been chosen, as it would have to
be, what then would become of the Coalition?
He had placed in his hands a speech made by
the Minister of Public Works, in which it had
been said that the Government of Sir John A.
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Macdonald would have $15,000,000 to expend
on their road and would use it to keep
themselves in power for ten years. That he
thought would be as long as the Coalition
would last. With respect to the gratification
expressed by His Excellency, it would not be
shared by the people of his Province. They
felt that they had been in a manner legislated
out of the Empire, by being legislated into
this Dominion, and they would read His
Excellency's speech with sorrow and humilia-
tion, and not gratification. (Hear, hear). He
was in the House of Lords when the Act of
Confederation was passed, and though that
body consists of 400 members there were only
ten members present at the third reading. If
this had been a small matter affecting the
slightest interest of one Peer of the realm
there would have been a commission, or a
committee of inquiry before Legislation had
been allowed to pass. With respect to the
House of Commons, though the members did
attend in their places the question was not
discussed. Men like John Stuart Mill, who
had studied subject of Government nearly all
their lives, might have come down with their
views on this subject, but the House of
Commons had not given the attention it de-
served. The House owed it to the Empire, it
owed it to the North American Colonies, that
a full investigation should have been made
before the measure was passed, and perhaps
amendments might have been introduced that
would have rendered it acceptable. One mem-
ber of the House of Commons had actually
stated that the question had been discussed
at every hustings in Nova Scotia, a statement
which the people of Nova Scotia had shown
to be utterly untrue. The bill had passed in
the face of a petition of 31,000 of the people
of N.S.-more than half the militia popula-
tion of the Province. They did not even ask
to throw out the bull, but merely to delay it
until the Nova Scotians had time to pro-
nounce upon it at the hustings. There was,
therefore, on the part of Nova Scotia certain-
ly no room for congratulation for the manner
in which it had been treated by the Mother
Country. Then this new nation, as it is
called, we are told, is soon to be extended
from the Atlantic to the Pacific. Weil, per-
haps so. But as a nation it had some wants
-some weakness-which it would have to
remedy. It had no army to defend it, no navy
to protect its shipping, but the latter he
supposed was to be done by the Minister of
Marine, recently appointed, and Commodore
Fortin's ironclad, which he had never yet
seen. (laughter.) It had been stated when the

new Privy Council of the Dominion was an-
nounced, that there was also to be a Secre-
tary of Foreign Affairs; and it had amused
him much to consider what were to have been
the duties of this Minister, whether to consult
with Lord Stanley, and assist him in directing
the foreign policy of the Empire (laughter),
but this idea of a foreign minister after a
week's ridicule had been abandoned. No
doubt the Minister of Militia would do some-
thing toward providing for this new nation,
and it had been one of the great objections of
Nova Scotians to this Dominion scheme that
the Minister of Militia might march their
young men out of their own country to de-
fend a corner of the earth hundreds of miles
away from them. We were asked to annex
the Red River Territory to this Dominion.
What had been the policy of the British
Government in respect to this territory? Why,
while for the last fifty years she has been
pouring out her population to enrich foreign
countries, she has allowed this territory to
remain a disgrace to herself and a disgrace to
civilization. Well may she hand over this
territory to us, and be glad to be rid of the
burden. He doubted not but that every man
in Canada; every man in all the Provinces
would defend the British flag, but with re-
spect to Red River settlement, more men
could be recruited in the State of Minnesota
in a week than would be necessary to cut it
off in spite of ail that Canada could do.
Passing from the Hudson's Bay territory there
is British Columbia, which might have been
made something as a British colony before it
was fianked on both sides by the United
States, but with California on one side, and
the newly acquired possessions of the Re-
public, what hope had they of being able to
maintain it? All the colonies had room
enough for ten times their present population,
and the acquisition of more territory would
only be a source of weakness. His Excellency
had also referred to the Ministers of the
Empire having pressed Union on while the
details of the scheme had been left with the
colonies. Ministers of the Empire were quite
right in pressing any question that in their
judgment was in the interest of the Empire.
But how was this Confederation carried in
New Brunswick? In that Province there was
not a man who was not strictly loyal to the
Crown of England, and there the feeling of
loyalty had been played upon. The people
were told that the Queen desired Confeder-
ation: the Queen's name was introduced as a
reason for its acceptance, and against every
man who opposed it, the cry of traitor and
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annexation was raised. (Hear, hear.) He
remembered that twenty-five years ago he
had occupied the honourable position of
Speaker of the Parliament of his own coun-
try, and he knew then that it would have
been his duty to repress any member who
might invoke the name of the Queen, or the
Queen's representative, as an argument for
the adoption of any measure. He had read a
few months ago that some one in Canada had
said he would like to see Joseph Howe come
forward and take the oath of allegiance. He
would cast no such imputation as was therein
conveyed upon the character of any man in
Canada, but could appeal to his conduct in
the past to show how far he had been faithful
to his obligations to the flag of his country.
At a time when the Provinces were threat-
ened he had laid aside his party feeling, as
his honourable friend from York now
proposed to do, and had offered his services
to the leader of the Government. Again dur-
ing the Crimean war he went to the States as
the confidential agent of the empire, and
recruited for two months despite the activity
of Russian agents, without compromising
himself or his Government. He was in
Washington again the winter before last, and
suggested to the British Minister the probable
plans of the Fenians to seize the shipping on
the seaboard, and at his suggestion the
British squadron was ordered into Nova
Scotia waters three months earlier than
usual, so that the Fenians were frustrated in
their designs. He did not mention this as a
boast, for it was only what any loyal New
Brunswicker or Canadian would have done.
He only mentioned these things in reply to
the charge of disloyalty and annexation that
had been preferred against him. He did not
believe that the people of Nova Scotia would
ever be satisfied to submit to an act which
had been forced upon them by such unjust
and unjustifiable means. What was the Union,
but a mere Act of Parliament? A mere Act of
Parliament may fairly be criticized, and if
bad its repeal may be agitated for; yet this
Union Act had been spoken of as something
against which it was treason to say a word.
What had been all the great reforms effected
in England, but the repeal of Acts of Par-
liament and the substitution of others? His
Excellency alludes to the freedom of arrang-
ing details which were left to the representa-
tives of the colonies: Why, he had read a
thick volume of debates on this very question
in the Canadian Parliament, and not a line of
detail was altered or amended. It was then
declared to have been a treaty, and could not

[Mr. Howe (Hanta)]

be amended or changed. It was never laid
before the people of New Brunswick, conse-
quently no power was given in the arrange-
ment of details; it was never submitted to the
people of Nova Scotia. But he might be told
that the representatives of the people, mean-
ing the delegates, had had the arrangement of
details. On this point he would not speak for
Canada or New Brunswick, but as for Nova
Scotia, the delegates did not represent the
people, but a Legislature which had lost the
popular confidence. He might ask what would
be the course in the neighbouring Republic, if
one State attempted to annex another with-
out the consent of the people. And turning
from the Republic to European examples, the
Union Act between England and Scotland
had been passed, clause by clause, by the
Parliament of Scotland, as well as that of
England, and so with the Union between
Great Britain and Ireland; the Act had been
passed, though corruptly, by the Parliament
of Ireland. Even when Savoy and Nice were
annexed to France, the people were consulted
by popular vote, and Venice, though con-
quered by force, had been allowed the form
of a popular expression of consent. It might
be said that it was only a form, but they had
been defeated by superior force, and had at
least the satisfaction of yielding to irresistible
power while the humiliation and degradation
of Nova Scotians had been that they were
deprived of their liberty without the oppor-
tunity of striking a blow, that by an intrigue,
and not by force of arms, their liberties had
been extinguished. Heretofore they had been
accustomed to hear of the Union Act as a
skeleton, and coming to the measures pro-
mised in the speech, he supposed would be
the flesh and the skin. Among these measures
was one for the reform of the currency. Well,
he came from a country which had a sound
currency; from a country where there never
yet was a bank failure. He could not see how
a sound bank could be broken by any Gov-
ernment, and no Government ought to have
the power (hear, hear.) Next came the assimi-
lation of Customs, Excise, and Revenue gene-
rally. This was a sore subject with the
Province of Nova Scotia. For ten years they
had had a surplus revenue every year but
one. Even supposing the revenue was only
raised to fifteen per cent, the Dominion
would take away from them about 100,000
sovereigns a year. They would certainly have
to pay a larger amount of duties than hereto-
fore, and all they got in return was 80 cents a
head-the price of a sheepskin in Nova
Scotia. (Laughter). He would not go into

November 8, 1867



COMMONS DEBATES

figures at present, but if they raised the duty
to fifteen per cent they would add fifty per
cent of a burden upon the commerce of Nova
Scotia with the world. This would be a seri-
ous blow to the prosperity of his Province,
and perhaps it would do little good for
Canada, and what the Nova Scotians wanted
was that they should be let go. The next
subject was that of a uniformn postal system.
Among his first acts as an Executive Officer,
was to communicate with Mr. Lafontaine
with respect to postal communication be-
tween the Provinces. A conference had been
held, and arrangements had been made since,
the postal system was placed under Colonial
management, whereby a rate of five cents on
letters had been established between the
Provinces. In Nova Scotia the system had
been extended, post offices established in ev-
ery shire, town, and country village, and way
offices on every cross road. But all this was
now swept away from the control of Nova
Scotia. No poor widow, keeping a forty shill-
ing a year way office can look for appoint-
ment or preferment except through the fa-
vour of some gentleman in Ottawa. Placed as
the representatives of Nova Scotia were, they
could not expect to exercise much influence
with the Government; there was nothing they
could ask from the Government, and nothing
which the Government could give that they
could honourably accept. After referring to
the Intercolonial Railway, and lamenting that
the Government of the Dominion had stepped
in and taken possession of the railways and
public works of Nova Scotia, Mr. Howe re-
ferred to the subject of the organization of
the militia and defence. Statements had been
made through the press of Canada within the
past few months, which had created great
uneasiness in Nova Scotia. When they were
told that every man should be armed they
felt that the proposition was a serious one.
"The whole people should be armed?"
"Armed against whom?" On this continent
there was but one possible enemy-and with
that one we should be forever at peace. He
thought that the urging forward of this meas-
ure of Confederation as a menace to the
United States, was needlessly to irritate the
feelings of those who ought to be on good
terms with us. With respect to bankruptcy, he
was free to confess that the Nova Scotians
had never succeeded in framing a satisfactory
law on the subject, and if the Dominion
Legislature conferred such a law upon Nova
Scotia, so far it will be a good service. With
respect to the feelings of the mother country
towards this country, what had the London
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Times said? It had advocated Confederation,
and hoped that it would quickly be followed
by independence, and Mr. Gladstone had said
that the £3,000,000 guarantee for the In-
tercolonial was a wedding gift. The Provinces
were going to be married, and he hoped the
troops would soon be recalled. In a word the
feeling of the British people was that if these
colonies assume the status, they should alsc
assume all the responsibilities of a nation.
After alluding to the remaining paragraphs of
the speech, Mr. Howe said in conclusion, the
mere parchment does not make a Union, the
Act of Parliament does not create harmony.
The Act might be acceptable to the Canadi-
ans, and why not? They obtain a vast sea-
board, they extend their limits, and had they
done it fairly and honourably no man with a
head on his shoulders would have com-
plained. But the people of his own Province
had been tricked into this scheme, and he
very much regretted that it had not been
approached in a manner which might have
led to the perfecting of a measure which
would have rendered unnecessary such a
speech as he had been compelled to make.
Though he did not expect to command a great
deal of support from the House, and had no
desire to waste the time in a needless debate,
he stated that he would move one brief
amendment, expressing regret that the meas-
ure had not been submitted to the people of
Nova Scotia before its adoption. With respect
to the measures of the Government while
holding a seat in that House he would, if he
believed them to be good, support them, or if
otherwise, oppose them, but he would seek no
factious course to delay the proceedings of
the House, or provoke acrimonious feelings
among the members. Mr. Howe spoke for
about an hour and forty minutes, and was
listened to with great attention. He made
many capital hits, and was warmly applauded
on resuming his seat.

Hon. Dr. Tupper: Mr. Speaker, no member
of this House can regret more sincerely than
myself that my honourable friend who has
just sat down, occupies a position which pre-
vents his great talent from being made avail-
able for the advancement of the common in-
terest of the British North American Prov-
inces now united under one Dominion. All who
have listened to the eloquent appeal just made
to this House must feel how valuable would be
the aid which the honourable member could
give in promoting the union and consolidation
of our common country at this important era
in its history. I, Sir, have from the first hour
of my public life been an ardent advocate of
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the Union of British North America under one
Government. Whether considered in relation
to the position and progress of the whole
Confederation or in reference to the Province
of Nova Scotia, to which I belong, I have
never doubted the advantage of Union.
Separated as these Provinces were with div-
ers currencies and hostile tariffs it was im-
possible that our commerce should ever at-
tain the position that union would open up.
The old Province of Canada notwithstanding
its immense territory and great natural re-
sources could never attain an important posi-
tion while for five months in the year it was
cut off from access to the ocean, and com-
pelled to communicate with the parent state
through a foreign country. The Maritime
Provinces below, comparatively small and in-
significant, could never hope to occupy a
position of influence or importance except in
connection with their larger sister Canada.
The past history of that Province has exhibit-
ed the most striking evidence on that point.
My honourable friend who has just ad-
dressed you denounced on the floor of our
own Parliament the Reciprocity Treaty be-
tween British America and the United States,
on the ground that while it disposed of our
most important commercial interests and ced-
ed away the invaluable fisheries of Nova
Scotia the Government of that Province had
not even the opportunity afforded them of
expressing an opinion on a matter so vitally
affecting their interests during the negotia-
tion of that treaty. We have seen the credit of
our bonds in the London market impaired by
a struggle for power in the Legislature of
Canada where we had neither voice or in-
fluence. If, therefore, we were in our state of
isolation powerless to protect our most mate-
rial interests which were disposed of without
our being able to off er an opinion thereon, I
ask my hounourable friend if he does not
think it was desirable that the views and
feelings of our country should be presented in
the Parliament of a United British America.
No man can look at the geographical posi-
tion of Nova Scotia without feeling that Pro-
vince intended that we should form the great
highway communication between not only the
sister colonies behind us, but also a large
portion of the Western States and the Euro-
pean world. Yet my honourable friend
knows that after he had laboured with
great ability for a quarter of a century to
accomplish the construction of an Intercolonial
Railway; every effort had failed as it had
become perfectly apparent that that great
work could only be accomplished by the Union

[Dr. Tupper (Cumberland)]

of the two Canadas, and Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick under one Government. Not
only has this great boon been secured for our
Province, but by the construction of the west-
ern extension from St. John to Bangor al-
ready in progress, Nova Scotia must soon
become the direct line of communication be-
tween London and New York. It is impossible
to examine the geological characteristics of
Nova Scotia without seeing that Province has
given us all the elements of a great manufac-
turing industry. To say nothing of our valua-
ble gold mines as a means of attracting
population a great portion of our Province is
enriched with vast deposits of iron, coal and
limestone, the minerals which have made Eng-
land the emporium of manufactures for the
world. Yet with all this mineral wealth it was
obvious that without that union which would
throw down the barriers of our manufacturing
industry, and open up commercial intercourse
with our fellow colonists, we must be content
largely to forego the great material advan-
tages which nature bas bestowed. Union has
now given us a population of 4,000,000 in-
stead of 400,000. My honourable friend has
spoken eloquently of the great importance of
Immigration as the true source of advance-
ment for a country like ours, but it is appar-
ent to all that United British North America
will be in a position to attract population,
capital and skill to our country to a far
greater extent than would be possible whilst
we were separate and isolated communities.
He has also described in glowing but not
entravagant terms the immense value of the
Fisheries of Nova Scotia, yet I ask him if
United British North America is unequal to
the task of protecting that valuable public
domain, how isolation was likely to accom-
plish such an object? As regards the exten-
sion of our commerce it is well known that the
ablest writers in all these colonies exhausted
their best efforts in a vain effort to extend
commercial intercourse between the different
Provinces. They failed because free trade
involved the principle of Union with one
Government which alone could secure a com-
mon tariff. If we wish to estimate what free
trade with each other will do for us, we have
only to look at its effects in other countries.
When the thirteen American States obtained
their independence their territory was no
greater than ours-they had a smaller trade,
revenue, and population than British America
has today. Their first act was to strike down
the hostile tariffs which separated the Prov-
inces, and open their country to unrestricted
commercial intercourse from Maine to
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Mexico. The result was that their commerce
developed with the utmost rapidity, until
they soon became one of the most important
commercial countries in the world. Inter-
provincial Union is no untried experiment.
Contrast the condition of the two Canadas
before and after the Union. When separated
by hostile tariffs and legislating against each
other, the trade, revenue, and credit of both
Canadas were paralyzed; but from the date of
the Union all was changed and the country
expanded with the most remarkable rapidity,
until it obtained its present advanced position.
I have referred to the effect of Union upon the
progress and material interests of British
America, but I admit frankly that there was
one question that far transcended even them
in importance, and that was the question of
defence. The abrogation of the Reciprocity
Treaty notwithstanding the evidence which
existed to show that it had been more benefi-
cial to the United States than ourselves in-
dicated a desire to obstruct our trade with a
view to induce a desire in these Provinces for
a political connection with that country. The
Fenian raids upon the Provinces also led to
the belief that material aid might be found in
British America by those who desired to
change our allegiance to the Crown. To en-
sure the most advantageous commercial in-
tercourse with our American neighbours, and
protection from the harassing annoyance and
expenditure connected with the mad designs
of the Fenians, no better means could be
adopted than to show the world that these
hitherto isolated Provinces were determined
to stand shoulder to shoulder in the mainte-
nance of our connection with the Crown, and
those glorious and free British institutions,
which it has been our happiness to possess.
My honourable friend asks with a sneer
where are we to obtain an army and navy,
and endeavours to hold the Dominion of
Canada up to the world as utterly defence-
less, and at the mercy of any power who
may wish to bring us beneath their yoke. My
answer is that there is a moral strength in
our united attitude, which presents four mil-
lions of British freemen, devoted in their
allegiance to the Crown and country, and
prepared to sustain each other in upholding
the honour of their common country, which is
the best guarantee for peace that we can
have. But can my honourable friend be
ignorant of the fact that the Imperial Gov-
ernment of Great Britain have pledged them-
selves to maintain the integrity of this Do-
minion with the whole power of the Empire
against any assault, come from whom it may.

99038-a2

Had we been unwise enough to set at de-
fiance the earnest entreaty of the Mother
Country to unite our fortunes with each oth-
er, that we might be better prepared to assist
in maintaining our liberties, we might have
had good reason to expect that the aid of that
Government, under whose fostering protec-
tion we have risen to our present position,
might be withdrawn. My honourable friend
forgets that as long ago as 1854 he declared
that these Provinces could put 500,000 in the
field, and unaided by British troops bid defi-
ance of any invader. Now he ridicules the
idea of arming the population, and thinks we
must fall a helpless prey to any enemy. I
have no reason to doubt the entire friendship
of the United States. I hope and believe that
they will be anxious to resume the most
reciprocal and friendly relations with these
United Provinces. But sir, I do not think that
under any circumstances that country, so
recently suffering from a calamitous war, and
oppressed by a gigantic debt, would attempt
the subjugation of united British America,
protected by the mightiest Empire in the
world. Having thus, sir, glanced at some of
the reasons which have induced me to advo-
cate a union of these Provinces, I will briefly
turn your attention to the position of Nova
Scotia. I admit frankly that the Union party
have been thoroughly and handsomely beaten
at the recent general election, but I am happy
to be able to relieve this House from the
apprehension that an overwhelming majority
of the people of that Province are determined
to obstruct and break down the Union which
has been formed. It is no new thing with us
to have sweeping changes on such occasions.
Only four years ago my honourable friend
notwithstanding his unrivalled popular tal-
ents, went to the polls with all the power of
the Government, of which he was the head,
in his hands, when he was himself beaten in
one of his strongholds by a majority of over
500, and 13 only of his supporters out of a
House of 55 members were elected. Now, Sir,
the Government of which I had the honour to
be the leader believed that they owed a
higher duty to the country than the mainte-
nance of themselves and their party in power.
The measure brought in to extend the rail-
way to Pictou on the St. Lawrence, cost us
the support of the Western members, known
as the Yarmouth School. The measure provid-
ing for the support of schools by direct and
compulsory taxation, so obnoxious to all
young countries, was sufficient of itself to
drive any party from power, and would have
swept us aside if the Union had never been
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heard of. The Government were charged by
their opponents with having sacrificed the
interest of the fishermen to a Canadian policy
to issue fishing licences and those who had
heard his honourable friend to-night, could
form some idea of the effect of his perambu-
lating the country with fierce denunciations of
that kind, and with having taxed the bread
of the poor man in the interests of Canada,
because we believed it impolitic to free their
fiour from the duty imposed by the repeal of
the Reciprocity Treaty. The facts, however,
remained that the fishing grounds of Nova
Scotia were occupied by the fishermen of the
United States on payment of an insignificant
charge, and a duty existed on American fiour.
This House could also imagine the consterna-
tion and dread excited in the back settlements
of the country by vivid and heartrending pic-
tures drawn by his honourable friend of the
youth and manhood of the country being drawn
from their homes to protect the interminable
line of the Canadian frontier. While the peo-
ple were told on the one hand that they must
resort to direct taxation to sustain the local
services of the country, Mr. Howe had every-
where asserted the statement made to-night
that the first effect of Confederation would be
to increase the indirect taxation of the coun-
try 50 per cent. It would no doubt be gratify-
ing to the House to know that the financial
position of Nova Scotia was so good, but the
Finance Minister, who had to find the money,
would show the House that, so far, the Do-
minion had not made much out of that
Province. The truth was, that to complete the
public works on her own responsibility she
would have been obliged to largely reduce the
expenditures for the leading services, or in-
crease her tariff to at least 15 per cent. Then
it must not be forgotten that the recent
election was run under a franchise created by
the Government of my honourable friend,
and which came into operation for the first
time at the last election. In addition to all
this, the Government was obliged just before
the dissolution to bring in a new representa-
tion bill in order to adapt the Local Consti-
tution to the new state of things under the
Union. We were thus compelled to reduce
largely the representation of several Counties,
an act in itself extremely repulsive to the
electors. The popular cry was raised that the
Union, irrespective of its merits, had been
forced on the people in an arbitrary and
unconstitutional manner. I need not in this
House, I am sure, defend the mode in which
the Union Act was carried by the Imperial
Parliament, based upon the action of large
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majorities in the Legislatures of al the
Provinces affected by that Act. Pitt and Peel,
and all the most eminent statesmen of Eng-
land, have in the most unmistakeable terms
asserted the right of Parliament to deal with
any question, constitutional or otherwise
which in their judgment the good of the
country demanded. My honourable friend
himself and all the leading public men in
Nova Scotia, had from time to time recorded
their opinion in favour of the colonies being
united precisely in the mode adopted in this
instance. Yet Unionists and anti-Unionists
alike were called upon to denounce the mode
as an invasion of their rights, and punish
those who carried the measure. Notwith-
standing all these advantages in going to the
polls, the House will be surprised to learn
that my honourable friend Mr. Howe and his
supporters, failed to induce one-half of the
electors of the Province, to go to the polls
and record their votes in their favour! I have
made the following calculation up with all
the care in my power, and will be glad to
submit my figures to the scrutiny of my
honourable friend. The Unionists contested
all but three counties in the Province. In
those three I have given the Unionists one-
third and two-thirds to the other side. There
are about 47,000 voters in the Province. Of
them about 10,000 did not go to the polls at
all, and of the remainder about 15,000 voted
for the Union candidates and 22,000 for their
opponents, giving them a majority of about
7,000 in all. But sir, I am not prepared to
admit that a majority of the electors have
pronounced against the Union or in favour of
its repeal. Nay more sir, I am prepared to
show the House that my honourable friend
himself, and many of his leading supporters,
went to the country pledged to give this
Union a fair trial. My honourable friend (Mr.
H.) at a large meeting at Mason Hall, at
Haliax, previous to the elections, said:

Let us hope that they (the Canadians) will act
justly. If they do, we should aid them to work the
new system fairly,

and subsequently referring to the pledge
then given the honourable gentleman in a
letter addressed to the people of Canada on
the 18th of June last, over his own signature
said:

I, having expressed my determination to bow to
the paramount authority of Parliament and try the
experiment, am not likely to be deterred by
necessary forms, etc.

Mr. Power, one of the members elected to
represent the metropolitan constituency of
Halifax in this Parliament, gave the following
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pledge to the electors in presence of his
leader and colleague Mr. Jones, who also
represents the county of Halifax:

I will not detain you longer, but will conclude by
saying that if you elect Mr. Jones and myself to
the Dominion Parliament the interests of Nova
Scotia will not suffer at our hands. We are charged
with intending to countenance factious opposition.
No such thing. We have certainly given the scheme
a conscientious and consistent opposition, but are
now disposed, if we should go to Ottawa and find it
to work even moderately well, to let it have a fair
trial.

The honourable member for Guysboro, who
led the opposition to Union in the Nova
Scotia Legislature at the last session, on the
ground that it had not been submitted to the
electors, and who ably advocated those views,
too, on subsequent occasions to say on the
floor of the House that now that the Imperial
Act had become the law of the land, he was
prepared to bow to its authority, and give his
best aid to carry on the legislation of the
country under the new circumstances in
which we were placed. While Mr. Campbell
who made this statesmanlike and patriotic
declaration was returned by acclamation, Mr.
Annand who pledged himself to repeal was
defeated at the polls. I ask my honourable
friend who has blamed the Unionists so
severely for acting without the question hav-
ing been fairly submitted to the people, how
he can in the presence of facts like these, use
the power he obtained for the purpose of
endeavouring to destroy and break down this
Union before giving it that fair trial to which
he stands pledged before the people. Can my
honourable friend expect that the Imperial
Parliament who passed this act with a peti-
tion against it, signed according to Mr. An-
nand's declaration by "about 40,000 petition-
ers," break faith with this great Confedera-
tion at the instance of representatives who
only succeeded in polling about half that
number of electors, and upon the pledge that
they would give this measure a "fair trial".
No man is in a worse position to urge objec-
tions to the mode in which this measure was
passed, than the honourable member who has
just addressed the House, as it is well known
that he spent years in advocating a system of
responsible government by which the affairs
of the country should be controlled, according
to the wishes of the majority of the people's
representatives. What guarantee can my
honourable friend give the Imperial Gov-
ernment that the same reaction will not take
place in Nova Scotia that was witnessed in
New Brunswick, where one year an over-
whelming majority of the electors declared
against the Union, and the next a still larger

majority polled their votes in favour of it. I
am not without hope, Mr. Speaker, that my
honourable friend wrn yet reconsider his po-
sition on this question, and assume the same
statesmanlike and patriotic position which
the former opponents of Union representing
New Brunswick have taken. I read with great
pleasure the manly declaration made by my
honourable friend, Mr. Anglin, at Montreal,
the other night, a declaration that did honour
to the head and the heart of that gentleman
-that although he had been conscientiously
opposed to the Union, he was now prepared
to give his best aid to work it out in the
manner best calculated to promote the good
of our common country. Sir, I would rejoice
to see my honourable friend from Nova
Scotia in the same way to assume a position
that would enable the country to avail itself
of the great ability he possesses. He says that
the Government could not give him, or those
who act with him, anything that he could
honourably accept. It would, of course, be
impossible for any Government to strengthen
the hand of those who declare their intention
to break down the Constitution of the country
whenever they obtain the power. But my
honourable friend must see that his position
renders it equally impossible for him to aid a
constitutional opposition in the responsible
and important Parliamentary functions that
they are called upon to discharge, as nothing
would necessarily paralyze an opposition so
completely as being associated with parties
hostile to the existence of the integrity of the
country, and anxious to disintegrate it. Under
these circumstances I put it seriously to my
honourable friend whether the obligations
which he has assumed by taking his seat in
this Parliament does not bind him at all
events to give that fair trial to the existing
institutions of the country, which the electors
of Nova Scotia had a right to expect from his
declarations previous to the elections. I make
these observations from no apprehension that
the Union of these Provinces can in the
slightest degree be endangered by any course
which the honourable member, or those who
sustain him, may take, but in order to avert
the evil to our common country, and especial-
ly to my own Province likely to result from
this mischievous agitation for repeal. My
honourable friend says that he has been
charged with disloyalty. Far be it from me to
assail the reputation of any man except upon
the clearest evidence, but when the delegates
were charged with being traitors to their
country, we felt it right to call attention to
the striking fact that while not a Fenian, or
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annexationist, or traitor could be found with-
in our ranks, every man of that class openly
proclaimed their sympathy with the oppo-
nents of Union. Although this Confederation
is entirely safe from the assaults of all I
cannot be indifferent to the injury that may
be inflicted upon us among those, who do not
understand the question by such speeches as
that delivered by the honourable member for
Hants to-night. The avowed hostility to the
Union will encourage those who are anxious
for our downfall, and the declaration by a
member of this House that we are weak and
defenceless will invite aggression. No state-
ment could be more unfounded or injurious
than the assertion that the Mother Country
wishes to get rid of us. It is true that neither
in the Lords or Commons of England, whose
action on this question has been so severely
criticised by my honourable friend, was any
attempt made to change the measure as ar-
ranged between the representatives of these
Provinces and the British Government, but it
is well known that no Colonial question ever
received more respectful attention at the
hands of the statesmen, of the Parliament
and the Press of England than was bestowed
upon this question of Confederation from the
time that it was first brought under their
notice until its final consummation. The effect
of a settled and permanent condition of pub-
lic affairs upon capital is well known, and
while I feel confident that this agitation will
be utterly bootless of any result; it will in the
meantime largely prevent the introduction,
especially in Nova Scotia, of the population,
capital and skill that would otherwise im-
mediately flow in to develop the resources
and enrich that section of the Union. I appeal
to my honourable friend whether it is patriot-
ic to inflict such injury upon his country.
Having made these explanations I feel it
would not be right at this late hour to tres-
pass on the indulgence of the House, or I
would read a few elegant extracts from the
vigorous pen and eloquent tongue of my
honourable friend, to show how much more
able and eloquent he was when advocating
the Union of these Provinces, than since
he adopted the unworthy policy of endeavour-
ing to belittle and depreciate his own coun-
try. (Loud cries of go on.) I will now briefly
notice a few of the criticisms which my
honourable friend offered this evening. He
complains that the salary assigned to the
Governor-General is £10,000 sterling. I think
if we contrast the salary formerly given
to that high officer before the great step
which the Union of the Maritime Prov-
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inces has given to the former Colony of
Canada, the amount will not be found dis-
proportionate. It must be remembered that
this officer is the connecting link with
the Crown, and the representative of Majesty
in this important part of the Empire, and
that we could hardly expect to obtain the
services of the leading statesmen of England
at any smaller amount. My honourable friend
complains of the number of Departments in
the Government. It was no doubt necessary
in making provision for the proper represen-
tation of the different sections of the
Confederation to have the thirteen Depart-
ments, but I would suggest respectfully to the
Honourable Minister of Justice whether in
the present peculiar position of Nova Scotia,
the able and indefatigable Minister of State
for Canada might not be charged with the
additional duty of the Secretary of State for
the Provinces. The vacancy created by the
resignation of the Honourable Minister of
Finance might in the same way lead to the
consolidation of that Department with those
of the able and experienced Ministers of
Customs and Excise. I am well assured that
Her Majesty's Government will give these
questions the most careful consideration, well
knowing that nothing will give greater confi-
dence to the country than a judicious econo-
my in the administration of public affairs. My
honourable friend now represents our posi-
tion as utterly defenceless, and treats with
ridicule the proposal to arm the militia, yet
he ought not to forget the following passage
of his speech in our Legislature, so long ago
as 1854:

How often have we heard that our republican
neighbours were going to overrun the Provinces.
They have attempted it once or twice, but have
always been beaten out, and I do not hesitate to
say that the British Americans, over whom the flag
flies, are able to defend every inch of their
territory, even though Her Majesty's troops were
withdrawn.

Taking our population at two millions and a half
(it is now nearer four millions), every fifth person
should be able to draw a trigger, giving 500,000 men
capable of bearing arms. Such a force would be
powerless as an invading army, but in defence of
these Provinces invincible by any force that could
be sent from abroad.

The opinions of the honourable member
would also appear to have undergone mate-
rial change since 1863, when in moving a vote
of thanks at Halifax to the Hon. McGee for
his eloquent advocacy of a Union of the
Colonies, he thus urged its great importance
on the ground of defence:

le thought a Union should not be delayed till we
had drifted into difficulties. How shortsighted were
the English statesmen of old who lost them the
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thirteen States, when the difficulty could have been
arranged in a month, the horrors, of the revolution-
ary war prevented, and all our race living at peace
and harmony at present without the bickering and
animosity which prevail in their midst. Talk of the
fali of Quebec being a source of sorrow to
the inhabitants of this Province. It would be more.
If the St. Lawrence were in the hands of our
enemies, we should be compelled ta beg permission
ta tear down the British flag. What he wished for
Nova Scotia was, that she may be the frontage of a
mighty Colony; upon which it may be truly said
the sun never set. No man can look upon Halifax
and its environs, its harbour, its citadel, and say it
was made for this Province alone.

The United States have drifted into a civil war;
and we may drift into a tight place, from which it
may be difficult to extricate ourselves. The States
may assail us; but if we had a railway by which
troops could be sent from Quebec or other military
stations ta the threatened point, we would be
saved.

I trust, sir, that now that we have the
moral strength arising from the Union of
these Provinces, and the assurance of support
in any emergency from the Imperial Gov-
ernment it will not be found necessary to
burden our people with any oppressive taxa-
tion for defence; but my honourable friend
should remember that when he was opposing
this Union of the Colonies, he presented a
counter scheme for the defence of this coun-
try under which all British America would be
compelled to pay into the Imperial Treasury
for the support of army and navy of England.
This enormous taxation far exceeding any-
thing that we can be called upon here to
contribute, was to be disbursed under my
honourable friend's scheme, by a Parliament
in which Nova Scotia was to have two rep-
resentatives, and Canada four or five. My
honourable friend, who has inspired such
dread in the back settlements of Nova Scotia,
that the young men would be drafted to
protect the helpless people of Ontario and
Quebec, proposed to the British Government
that in addition to this heavy taxation we
should contribute our quota of the army
required in any war in which Great Britain
might be engaged. By duly balancing the
route of the Intercolonial, my honourable
friend seems to think the Government may
retain power for the next ten years. If this be
the case as that question mainly affects the
Maritime Provinces, we must after all possess
some influence in this Parliament. In com-
plaining of the mode in which the Union
measure passed the House of Commons, it
was stated that the Commons was influenced
by an untruthful statement made by an
honourable member of that body. As this
refers to Mr. Watkin's remark that Confed-
eration was made an issue at the polls at the
last election, I am glad to have the opportuni-

ty to make an explanation. When Mr. Bright
asserted that this question of Union had not
been before the people in Nova Scotia, Mr.
Watkin left his seat, and came over to the
part of the House where I was sitting near
the Hon. Mr. Galt, who remembers well the
circumstances. Mr. Watkin said: "Dr. Tupper,
I wish to speak to you," and I went with him
some distance to the side of the room. He
then said: "What is your answer to Mr.
Bright's statement, that this question has
never been before the people?" I said: "The
answer is this: In 1861 Mr. Howe, when
leader of the Government, moved a resolution
in favour of the Union of the Provinces,
which passed the Assembly unanimously.
That previously to the last general election I
had publicly advocated such a Union as has
now been agreed upon, and that I was
brought into power, and this measure had
been carried by a large majority of the pres-
ent Parliament." Mr. Watkin knowing that
this question was now one of controversy
supposed that it had been made an issue at
the polls as would undoubtedly have been the
case, only that we were all unanimous upon
the question at that time. I turned to Mr.
Galt during Mr. Watkin's speech, and re-
marked how difficult it was to make parties
understand, when they were not familiar
with the history of a question. Had I wished
to mislead Mr. Watkin, I would not have
dared to do so, as I had placed in his hands a
published history of the whole question in
Nova Scotia, which showed that it had never
been made an issue at the polls. This House
will I am sure exonerate Mr. Watkin from
any intentional misrepresentation. My honour-
able friend takes particular exception to that
portion of the speech, which indicates a
desire for the Western extension. This is the
more remarkable in connection with the great
importance which he attaches, and justly to
immigration as the great means of rendering
the country strong and prosperous. With 11
millions of acres of public soil in the Red
River and Saskatchewan Country, to invite
the immigrant and increase our population,
this question of Western extension becomes
one of the greatest importance, but I will give
you the forcible and eloquent observations of
my honourable friend upon this subject as
much more conclusive and instructing than
anything I can afford:

The Hudson Bay territory includes two hundred
and fifty thousand miles. Throwing aside the more
bleak and inhospitable regions, we have a magnifi-
cent country between Canada and the Pacifie, out
of which five or six noble Provinces may be
formed, larger than any we have, and presenting ta
the hand of industry, and ta the eye of speculation,
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every variety of soi, climate, and resource. With
such a territory as this to overrun, organize, and
improve, think you that we shall stop even at the
western bounds of Canada? or even at the shore of
the Pacific? Vancouver's Island, with its vast coal
measures, lies beyond. The beautiful islands of the
Pacific, and the growing commerce of the ocean,
are beyond. Populous China and the rich East are
beyond; and the sails of our children's children
will reflect as familiarly the sunbeams of the South
as they now brave the angry tempest of the North.
The Maritime Provinces which I now address, are
but the Atlantic frontage of the boundless and
prolific region; the wharves upon which its bus-
iness will be transacted, and beside which its rich
argosies are to lie. Nova Scotia is one of these. WiII
you, then, put your hands unitedly, with order,
intelligence, and energy, to this great work? Re-
fuse, and you are recreant to every principle which
lies at the base of your country's prosperity and
advancement; refuse, and the Deity's hand-writing
upon land and sea is to you unintelligible lan-
guage; refuse, and Nova Scotia, instead of occupy-
ing the foreground as she now does, should have
been thrown back, at least behind the Rocky
Mountains. God has planted your country in the
front of his boundless region; see that you com-
prehend its destiny and resources-see that you
discharge, with energy and elevation of soul, the
duties which devolve upon you in virtue of your
position.

Allow me in conclusion Mr. Speaker to
thank the House for the kind and attentive
hearing given to the discursive observations I
have been enabled on the moment to offer in
reply to the speech of my honourable friend.

Mr. McKeagney defended the change of
opinion of the member for Hants on the
question of Union, holding that a change of
opinion, when a man found he was wrong,
was not discreditable. He (Mr. McKeagney)
was not committed to opposition to Confed-
eration; but he was opposed to the mode and
manner in which it had been accomplished.
He was here to seek concessions and changes,
but did not say that under every circum-
stance, Confederation would be objectionable
to Nova Scotia. (Hear, hear).

Mr. Hugh McDonald said, Mr. Speaker, my
honourable friend from Cumberland has ex-
pressed his sympathy for other gentlemen
from Nova Scotia occupying seats in the
House, inasmuch as they are not in a position
to claim support from the ministerial side,
but I feel that we need no such sympathy
and, speaking for myself, I feel that I occupy
a much prouder position in representing the
views and advocating the rights of those who
sent me here, than if I had occupied that
place which my honourable friend would as-
sign. I am quite well aware that, in the face
of what I know to be the Union feeling
shared in by a large majority of this House,
any observations that I can make are not
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likely to win much sympathy or carry convic-
tion, and, at this late hour of the night,
perhaps, it would not be just to the House or
to myself that I should occupy much time.
But I would be wanting in that public duty
which I owe to the country which sent me
here, if I failed to express my utter refusal to
join in the congratulations which we are
asked to tender to His Excellency, upon the
consummation of a policy which I believe to
be injurious to the best interests of my own
Province, and which I know to be repugnant
to the feelings and wishes of my constituents
and of the overwhelming majority of the
people of Nova Scotia. My honourable friend
says that we are not in a position to apply for
a repeal of the Union, because the unanimity
of the people of Nova Scotia upon the sub-
ject, according to his figures, is questionable.
He forgets that for the last three years he
and those with whom he was associated,
ignored the right of the people to a voice in
any Constitutional changes. Who that is con-
versant with his speeches and pamphlets can
forget how persistently he contended that the
representatives of the people-not the people
themselves-possessed the power and the
right to effect such changes? Then, according
to his own argument, what matters it that
there is not (even if there was not) a perfect
unanimity among our entire people? Have we
not the whole body of representatives of the
people of Nova Scotia-with two or three
exceptions-in favour of repeal, and can
there be any doubt as to our right to get it?
But my honourable friend says that the elec-
tions in Nova Scotia were decided upon other
issues, and that not a repeal of the Union, but
a reproof for the manner of carrying it was
the main issue. Now, I am in a position to
deny the entire accuracy of that statement.
Confederation or no Confederation was the
main question in my own constituency, and in
several others which I could name, but even
if it was a question of reproof, how can we
consistently rejoice, as this address asks us to
do, at the success of a line of conduct which
we invariably condemned and which received
such signal reproof at the hands of our con-
stituents. We are told that the Union was
carried in Nova Scotia precisely in the man-
ner indicated many years ago by Lord Dur-
ham and other eminent statesmen. Let me
remind the honourable gentleman that he
mistakes the views of Lord Durham; for that
nobleman unhesitatingly states, in his report,
that it would not be courteous or just to the
Lower Provinces to include them in the
Union, which he then advocated, without at
first obtaining the consent of the people of
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these Provinces. There may be gentlemen
here who remember what took place when
the Quebec scheme was brought before the
Parliarnent of Canada, and when some gen-
tleman asked that it should be submitted to
the people for their approval. The Hon. Mr.
Brown, who then occupied a prominent posi-
tion in the Government and Legislature of
this country, if I recollect aright, in his place
in Parliament, conceded the constitutional
right to have it so submitted, if any doubt
existed as to the opinions of the people, but,
because no doubt did exist that an over-
whelming majority would be returned in fa-
vour of it, he considered it impolitic to put
the country to the expense of a general
election to make a certainty more certain.
But in the Province of Nova Scotia my
honourable friend pursued a d'fferent course.
He knew that a large body of the people were
opposed to the Union. He himself declared it
impracticable in 1865, and yet he persisted,
contrary to the views of other statesmen, to
force it upon an unwilling people. The honour-
able member says that the statesmen and
people of England regarded this Union as a
necessary condition of their continuance to
defend this country. If so their speeches and
public press did not express their views.
What did Mr. Gladstone say in his speech
upon the Bill to guarantee the money neces-
sary for the construction of the Intercolonial
Railway? Speaking of the defence of the
Colonies he said that the liability of the
Imperial Government for that purpose was
very heavy indeed, and that it was the duty of
the British Parliament in every way to get
rid of it; and moreover that he regarded that
road and this Confederation as the surest way
to throw upon us the burden of our own
defence. In this view he was supported by
other statesmen, and several members of the
leading press of England. We are told that it
would be impossible for Nova Scotia to carry
on her public works without raising her
tariff, even if Confederation had not been
accomplished. On this issue, also, I differ with
my honourable friend. He knows well that
our revenue, with the low tariff of ten per
cent, has been steadily increasing for many
years. That since 1852 it increased four-fold,
and three-fold within the last ten years; and
that seldom was there such a remarkable
increase as during the last year. Assuming,
therefore, that in future our progress would
be proportionate to that of the past, what
ground is there to apprehend any necessity to

raise our tariff? The honourable member as-
serts that the Parliament of Nova Scotia
sanctioned the Union Act, but how? After we
had intelligence that it had passed the second
reading in the House of Commons of Eng-
land, the honourable member from Guysboro'
moved that it would be unjust to press il
upon us without the consent of the people at
the polls. That resolution was voted down by
a House whose action was subsequently con-
demned by nearly the whole constituencies,
and that was the negative assent to which my
friend refers. We are told that this Union is
such as to render an army unnecessary. If so,
where the necessity of the measure promised
in His Excellency's speech to provide, by a
large expenditure of money, for military pur-
poses. The honourable gentleman's statement
that the Fenians and Annexationists of the
Province were to be found in the ranks of the
Anti-Unionists challenges a remark or two. I
am not aware that there is one Fenian in
Nova Scotia. Four years ago there was
scarcely a disloyal person among our whole
people, but I am not sure that there are not,
now, thousands whose loyalty has been shak-
en by the arbitrary course pursued on the
part of the Government, of which my honour-
able friend was a member. We received no
assistance from Fenians, but it is now ac-
knowledged, on all sides, that the Fenians, in
their movements, contributed largely to the
success of the Union party. One word about
the Watkin story. My honourable friend un-
dertakes to explain the misstatement, but as
far as we are concerned it matters little what
the intention of Mr. Watkin was,-whether it
was a wilful perversion of the truth or not.
The fact is that the misstatement was made
and largely contributed to deceive the British
Parliament and people. At this late hour of
the night it would be trespassing upon the
patience of the House to say more than this,
and, when I came in, I did not intend to say
so much; but I would be doing very great
injustice to the people who sent me here, and
stultifying myself, if I should rejoice, as this
address asks me to do, at the success of a
course of procedure which I know to be as
repugnant to the wishes and feelings of the
vast majority of the people of Nova Scotia, as
I believe it to be injurious to their best
interests.

The House adjourned at half past eleven
o'clock, to meet again on Monday at three
p.m.
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Monday, November Il, 1867

The Speaker took the chair at three o'clock.

Archibald Woodbury McLellan, for Col-
chester, N.S., and Alfred Gilpin Jones, Esq.,
for Halifax, took oath and their seats.

Three petitions were brought up, and two
received and read.

DEBATE ON THE ADDRESS

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald, the
House resumed the order of the day for the
consideration of the address in reply to His
Excellency's Speech from the Throne. The
question being upon the first paragraph of
the address.

Hon. Mr. Howe stated that he thought it
right to explain, that as the House would
have a full opportunity of discussing the
various clauses of the address, and every
member who chose could state his views
upon them, he would not move an amend-
ment to the address as he intended to have
done.

Sir John A. Macdonald-The honourable
gentleman will have every opportunity of
discussing every paragraph of the address, so
that no amendment is necessary.

Mr. Blake resumed the debate. He quite
concurred with the opening remarks of the
member for Hants, in regard to the important
nature of the work which the Government
promised to lay before the House for its
performance. The programme was one of a
very extensive character, for several months
past, Ministers had been engaged preparing
these measures, and it was understood they
were now ready for submission to the House.
Ministers had asked the House and country to
be judged upon those measures, and therefore
he (Mr. Blake) presumed they were anxious
that the trial should take place with as little
delay as possible. He felt it doubly important
now that the House should not be delayed in
proceeding with those important measures
upon which not only were the Government to
be tried and judged, but the prosperity of the
country and the fortunes of the new Do-
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minion depended. But the circumstances un-
der which the House met, as well as the
circumstances connected with the recent elec-
tions, and with the great party to which he
had the honour to belong, called for some
remark before proceeding to those measures,
and although he did not propose to move an
amendment to the address, still it had been
thought fit not to allow those circumstances
to pass without some comment on the floor of
this House. The remarks he would have to
address to the House would be as short as the
subject would permit, and he was sure he
would receive that indulgence which British
deliberative assemblages always accorded to
a young member, and of which at that mo-
ment he felt seriously in need. (Hear, hear).
In order, then, to look at the circumstances
under which recent elections took place, it
was necessary to go back a short time in the
history of the country, and especially to the
period of the formation of the Coalition, prior
to the accomplishment of Confederation. In
consequence of the impossibility of continu-
ing the Government of the country by either
of the two parties-Conservative and Re-
form-which had always prevailed, and
which under whatever names disguised,
would always prevail in any country consti-
tutionally governed-in consequence of their
being unable to carry on the Government in
the ordinary way, an alliance was come to
between the parties of a temporary character
and for a certain definite purpose. Both par-
ties thus came together for a time, and
agreed upon a mode of solving the constitu-
tional difficulties under which the country
had laboured and which had brought the
Government almost to an end. It was under-
stood at that time, clearly and distinctly, that
the questions which might otherwise have
been agitated in the Hous&-questions under
which party issues might have been raised
-questions likely to excite party feelings
once more-questions which could only prop-
erly be debated and decided, as those on his
side of the house contended, by a house
properly organized and composed of the two
parties-that all such questions should be
placed in abeyance, and that the House
should devote itself to a settlement of the
constitutional question. It was not sup-
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posed-it was not contemplated-it was not
suggested, at any rate publicly, whatever
were the views privately held by the parties
to that compact-that either of the two par-
ties should lose its distinctive character, or
that we would find ourselves upon the carry-
ing out of that measure in a position which
would require no reorganization of parties, as
questions might arise leading to a difference
of opinion in men's minds. It was not, at any
rate, asserted at that time that the two par-
ties should be dissolved, and that parties
should arise afterwards only in consequence
of the diversity of opinion in men's m nds as
to questions that might come up for consider-
ation The best proof that the allianne was
not to dissolve parties was to be found in the
facts connected with two elections which took
place soon after its formation, and when
appeals on behalf of the two parties were
made to the constituents interested. The pres-
ent Commissioner of Public Works, on ap-
pealing to his constituents for re-election, was
opposed, and successfully opposed, by a
Conservative; and in North Wentworth, a
Conservative and Reformer went to the polls
as such. The election of the former was urged
by the Minister of Justice because he was
"his candidate". These things showed that at
that period the idea had not been mooted that
there was an end of party by reason of the
temporary alliance; or that parties would not
revert to their original state as soon as the
object of the alliance should be accomplished.
When the object of that alliance was finally
accomplished, the Minister of Justice was
authorized to forrn a Cabinet for the Do-
minion, and he made proposals, the result of
which was, that the Government was formed,
composed partly of Conservatives and partly
of Reformers. As he (Mr. Blake) understood
it, the view in which that arrangement was
made was this-it was conceded that the
Reformers had a preponderance in Ontario,
and so they were given three out of five seats
to the Cabinet from that Province, and as to
the whole Dominion, it was held that parties
were tolerably evenly balanced; and so the
Cabinet was pretty evenly balanced in its
political character. They were balanced by
six Reformers being taken in as Ministers,
and six Conservatives, with one gentleman
who, having been Conservative at one time,
and at one time Reformer, was regarded as
being peculiarly fitted for the position of
umpire-(laughter)-to decide between the
rights and wrongs of the Cabinet so com-
posed. Hon. Senator Kenny fitted that very
high and distinguished position. (Laughter).

[Mr. Blake (Durham West) J

When they heard this in Ontario, the Reform
party was in a position to carry a majority in
the Local House, and at any rate a very
strong delegation in this. They heard it from
those gentlemen in the Cabinet to whom it
was supposed the interests of the Reform
party was particularly committed. They were
told by 'the Commissioner of Public Works
that the Reform cause and Reform party had
passed away and was dead-that a new era
of peace and good feeling had arisen, and
that we were no longer to look back upon
dead issues of the past. And then the doctrine
was announced that parties were to be
formed, not with regard to past differences,
but as questions arose upon which men's
minds would naturally differ, and that as
there was now no great question agitating the
country, there was no longer any necessity
for party. They were told by the honourable
gentlemen who had formerly represented
their party, that they were no longer to
regard the past, that party distractions were
to be buried in oblivion, and that with the
inauguration of the new Dominion, we would
all commence anew with clean slates. They
were told that this was the best course for
the interests of the Reform party itself; for
otherwise, it would be in a minority in the
Councils of the country, and the Minister of
Justice would form a Government of Con-
servatives exclusively, and have Reformers in
Opposition. They were also told that partyism
was a mistake, that the country was tired of
political contention, and had enough of it,
and that there should now be conciliation,
peace and harmony on both sides. The doc-
trine was laid down that the best men should
be selected irrespective of party, and that to
be a party man was something discreditable.
Everyone who professed to adhere to strong
party views was denounced as an extreme
man, but at the same time, a most strenuous
and unscrupulous fight was carried on by
those advocates of harmony, peace and con-
ciliation. Those who opposed the Coalition
were set down as most unreasonable men.
There was something in the Government, it
was said, to suit every taste-if it was a taste
that could be pleased by a composition of
that description. They were told moreover
that, if they went into Opposition, they must
necessarily ally themselves with the member
for Hants (Hon. Mr. Howe) and his followers;
that they would thereby ally themselves with
annexationists, disloyal men and rebels-men
who were coming here to plot against and
destroy the constitution. Those slanders
against his honourable friends from Nova
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Scotia, they had to meet as best they could;
and they stated further that they could only
act with those gentlemen if they found them
disposed, as he believed that they to dis-
charge their duty in working out the consti-
tution fairly on the floor of this House.
Further, they were met by the argument that
the administration should not be condemned
beforehand-that they ought to be judged by
their actions. He and his friends had met this
by saying they had known a good many of
them for a long time, that they had known a
good deal of their actions, and had for many
years groaned under the fruits of those ac-
tions. They were met by the Minister of
Public Works (Mr. McDougall) and they had
ventured to suggest to that gentleman that he
himself had educated the country to such a
point with reference to the misdeeds of those
gentlemen opposite, that he would find it
very difficult to unteach those lessons in the
course of one election. They pointed out that
by his whole course of action for a long series
of years he had condemned in a vigorous
manner the conduct of the men for whom he
now asked a fair trial; the honourable gentle-
man's answer was that in those days party
spirit ran high, that he was anxious to show
that the Opposition party were wrong, but
that he had since found out that the devil
after all was not so black as he was painted,
and that in fact, if diabolical at all, he was
only a diabolical good fellow. (Laughter). He
for one was not convinced by the Minister of
Public Works; he could not see what guaran-
tee there was for his judgment being more
sound now than it was before. On the
contrary, it was just possible that his eyes
were somewhat blinded by the circumstances
in which he now found himself, and that his
former judgment was the one to be relied
upon. Then, in the western part of the Do-
minion, the Minister of Justice, Sir John A.
Macdonald, was perambulating the land, and
in those perambulations he was not alone. He
was accompanied by a shadow, tall and thin
-as a shadow ought to be-which followed
his every footstep, re-echoed his every word,
applauded his every sentiment. The two men
who for twenty years had sat on opposite
sides of the House-whose opposition had not
ceased even during the temporary truce while
Confederation was in progress-were now al-
lied. The long feud of the clan McDonald had
come to an. end. The premier of Ontario had
submitted to his chief the premier of Canada,
and an alliance offensive and defensive had
been formed between the major and minor
potentates to sweep the elections in Ontario

for the benefit of the big and the little
coalitions. One of the first fruits of that
alliance was the conversion of the Honou-
rable member for South Brant. Having com-
mented on the suddenness of that conversion
and on other curious combinations that oc-
curred during the election, such as the visit
of Mr. McDougall and Mr. M. C. Cameron to
Durham, to oppose himself (Mr. Blake), he
went on to say that the tactics to which he
had referred, the mode in which the elections
were conducted, the order in which they were
arranged, and the pressure and influence
brought to bear on them, had resulted no
doubt in triumph-not of the Minister of
Public Works and his friends, but-of the
Minister of Justice, because the men who sat
in the House as supporters of the Govern-
ment from the Province of Ontario, sat here
as supporters of the Minister of Justice, and
not by any means as supporters of the Min-
ister of Public Works, who he did not believe,
had one follower in this whole House. Gen-
tlemen opposite had achieved a triumph, but
not without inflicting a most serious blow on
the political morality of the country. As the
result of the strange proceedings witnessed
during the late elections, we saw a good
deal of confusion now in this House. It had
been customary to see the chief benches on
his side of the House reserved for the Op-
position; but, on this occasion, we found the
members for Cornwall and South Brant sit-
ting among those to whom they had been
opposed at the election. It was difficult under
these circumstances to know who was Min-
isterial and who Opposition. He hoped to
learn from the lips of these gentlemen them-
selves what was their position-that he and
his honourable friends near him might know
whether they were surrounded by friends or
foes. (Hear, hear). The Government met the
House in different circumstances from those
under which the elections took place. Two
members of it had resigned their offices. The
gentleman who had resigned the office of
Minister of Finance and held that position
almost continually for many years. The
honourable gentleman during that period had
led the country along a course which was
sometimes Protection and sometimes Free
Trade, and in which there appeared to be but
one element of consistency, namely, that it
involved an increase of our expenditure and
of our debt, until at last, like some will-of-
the-wisp which had led us into a quagmire,
the honourable gentleman left us in the very
worst spot of it to flounder out of it as best
we could. As regarded the immediate cause of

November 11, 1867



COMMONS DEBATES

the Finance Minister's resignation, he would
not pretend to hold the Finance Minister
responsible for having conspired to bring
about the destruction of the Commercial
Bank, but what he did say was this, that that
honourable gentleman was unquestionably re-
sponsible for the passage of the Act which
rendered it not only possible but probable
that such an event might happen, giving one
banking institution an interest at variance
with the interests of other banking institu-
tions and the power more or less to effect
their rule, this had inevitably led to the view
that there was no longer that security which
we formerly had in the fact of all being to a
considerable extent involved in the fate of
each, so that there would necessarily be con-
certed action, and forbearance, and assist-
ance on the part of all the other institutions
towards the one which happened to be tem-
porarily embarrassed. The late minister of
finance was directly responsible for the pas-
sage of the Act which changed that state of
things, but not he alone. It was one of the
fruits of the late Coalition, but for that
Coalition the Government would not have
felt itself so strong as to venture to force
through the Act without allowing that time
for debate which would have allowed the
feeling of the country to have been elicited.
The Government hoped that by giving up the
minister of finance as an expiatory sacrifice
they would propitiate the country, but every
man of them was as responsible for it as the
minister of finance himself.

Hon. Mr. Cartier, Hear, hear.

Mr. Blake said the Minister of Militia was
not afraid of the responsibility, as the feeling
was not so strong in that portion of the
Dominion from which lie came; but when
members of the Government, representing
Ontario, did not contradict, but acquiesce in
the statement of the Minister of Finance, that
he had lost confidence of the people of that
portion of the Dominion because of late
events it necessarily followed that the people
of Ontario had lost confidence in more than
him-they had lost all confidence in the
Ministers who are responsible for that meas-
ure. Mr. Blake went on to show the injuri-
ous nature of the bank of issue scheme of
last session, and the inexpediency of such
legislation when it would necessarily be one
of the first duties of the Confederated Par-
liament to have a uniform currency system
for the whole Dominion. He hoped that very

[Mr. Blake (Durham West)]

soon the Act of last session would be set
aside, and the best scheme for the whole
Dominion be introduced and acted upon with-
out delay. He proceeded to point out that
the Government had a good opportunity of
showing the people that they were not to
continue a system of prodigality and extrava-
gance, by reducing the number of Cabinet
officers from 13 to 11. He then referred to the
promise of a measure as to elections. He
trusted it would contain a provision that the
elections should be held on one day, and
the same day throughout the Dominion.
Under the present system the greatest
facilities were given for corrupting the
constituencies. Unfortunately, election cor-
ruption was increasing at every election
and it appeared as if the time would soon
come when it would be almost impossible to
obtain a seat in this flouse without spending
large sums of money in debauching the elec-
tors. The militia scheme, he hoped, would be
well considered. The House should not vote
large sums of money, for a system of defence
without seeing where to it tended and where
to it would grow. An exhaustive investigation
of the whole subject should precede legisla-
tion, so that we might adopt as complete a
system of defence as the circumstances of the
country would admit. He then referred to the
position of Nova Scotia. He did not think that
the Imperial Government would consent to
release Nova Scotia from the Union-at all
events until they had given it a fair trial, and
he hoped his friends from that section would
make the best of the situation and join in
working the constitution faithfully. So long as
it existed for the good of the whole Domin-
ion, he hoped nothing would occur which
would lead us to seek a change in our consti-
tution. There could be no greater evil in a
country than having an unstable, unsettled
system of government. Stability was to be
hoped for and prayed for. And, though he
had been accused at the election of being
disloyal, of being a disunion candidate, be-
cause of the ground he then assumed, he
believed there was on the floor of the House
no truer, though no more humble, friend of
the constitution than himself. (Cheers).

Mr. Cartwright said he had listened with
satisfaction to his honourable friend, whom
they would always find, so long as lie con-
tinued a member of the House, a worthy
friend or worthy foe. This Union, in its pres-
ent state, can only be spoken of as an
experiment, and much the largest part of the
work remains yet to be done. We in Ontario
and Quebec have been much better acquaint-
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ed with the inhabitants and constitution of
neighbouring States than with our kindred
subjects in the Maritime Provinces. Until the
Intercolonial Railway is constructed, we must
pass through a foreign and possibly hostile
country, to reach a seaport during a portion
of the year. Therefore the task before us is
great, and it will require all the energy and
skill that Canada can produce to overcome
their difficulties and bring this great project
to a successful issue. Our whole position is
changed, having emerged from dependent
Provinces into the semi-independent position
of a new Dominion. In future we will have to
take a wider view of the position we hold in
relation to the British Empire, than we have
done. A great majority of leading men will
stand by us provided we do our duty by
them. This country presents a very vulnera-
ble point of attack, and the British Govern-
ment have been put to considerable expense
in providing our own defence. We therefore
have double to do for we have to discharge
our duties as citizens of Canada, and as
citizens of the British Empire. It is utterly
impossible for us to stand alone without the
protection of the Mother country, and on the
other hand the British Empire could not
maintain the sovereignty of the seas if this
country was severed from the British Crown
and entered into an alliance with the United
States. Privateers could then run from the
harbour of Halifax to the British Isles in a
week, and destroy their commerce. The com-
merce is a matter of necessity, and the people
of England, for without it, one-half of the
present people could not be supported, nei-
ther could they retain one-tenth part of their
wealth and influence in the Councils of the
world. Therefore, wh'le it is our duty as
subjects of the British Empire to do all we
can to maintain our connection with this
Empire, we do not come before Great Britain
as supplicants, but as fully adequate to ren-
der a recompense for all we ask of them. He
then referred to the Territory of the Hudson's
Bay Co. and said it would afford a great deal
of satisfaction to the people of Ontario, that
the territory was thrown open to immigra-
tion. The next question the Government
would have to take up, was Reciprocity with
the United States. It was fortunate that the
abrogation of the Reciprocity Treaty took
place at the time it did, for the blow aimed at
us by the people of the United States recoiled
upon their own heads; but now that the
American war was over, they should take
advantage of the present opportunity to
renew that Treaty, because it might be more
difficult to do so at some future time. There is

an allusion made in the address to protection
for native industry. In a young country like
ours, maintenance of a certain amount of
duty, without violating any principles of free
trade, is best. Where any taxes have been
imposed to encourage native manufactures,
the abrogation of these taxes should not be
made suddenly, but they should be made
after a term of years, or reduced gradually.
He referred to the Commercial Bank and said
it was impossible to see how the Currency
Act of last session could affect the Com-
mercial Bank or the Bank of Upper Canada
in the way its provisions were to go into
operations. In regard to the act of Union, he
could say to his friends from Nova Scotia
that it was utterly impossible to abrogate it.
Therefore, they should devote their talents to
amend any of its provisions which they con-
sidered unjust. There should be no disunion
at this time, when they required a strong and
powerful government to carry out great ends.

Mr. Morris spoke of the superior advantage
we could now have in negotiating a Reci-
procity Treaty with the United States, com-
pared with the advantages we possessed
when separate provinces; and said we would
inevitably obtain better terms than we other-
wise could have done. Hereafter, the British
Government instead of having to deal with
separate Provinces, would deal with one cen-
tral power. They could now have one tariff
framed to meet the wants of every section of
the Dominion. He could not enumerate the ad-
vantages to be derived from the union better
than to quote from a speech delivered by his
honourable friend from Hants, Mr. Howe, in
1849. Mr. Morris then read portions of that
speech which detailed the advantages to be
derived from union, and said he was sorry to
hear his honourable friend the other night
speak of there being a packed majority in
this House. He would ask who packed the
majority? They came here as free representa-
tives of a free people anxiously desiring to do
their best for the interest of the whole union.
There was plenty of work for them to do-
they must consolidate and bind the Provinces
of the Dominion into one harmonious whole
and make this union an institution that will
secure for their children's children the bless-
ing of a free government.

The first paragraph of the Address was
then adopted, and second read, when-

Mr. Albert Smith, regretted that Govern-
ment had not prepared a speech that would
not have been distasteful or insulting to
those who entertained views different from
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them. However, having fought the battle he
was now willing to lay down arms, accept the
situation, and lend his assistance to make the
new constitution successful. (Cheers). He
came here unpledged, but was willing to give
it a fair trial, and would judge the Ministry
on their merits, irrespective of party. He was
happy to see a disposition in the House to
treat the Lower Provinces with fairness. All
they asked was fair play. He thought it pre-
mature to join in congratulations on this meas-
ure, and exceedingly unbecoming for Gov-
ernment to ask them to join in congratula-
tions who had been so opposed to it. But now
it was passed, all should unite to consolidate
the constitution and make it work successful-
ly. He objected to the manner in which
Confederation had been carried. No otganic
change should take place in the constitution
of any country without the approbation of
the people. He regretted very much the
retirement of Mr. Galt, of whose financial
abilities he had a high opinion, and was happy
to find he (Mr. Galt) would give the Gov-
ernment his support. The Government ought
to take advantage of his retirement to reduce
the number of departments, and thus reduce
theý expenditure. In conclusion, he was highly
gratified at the courteous manner in which
the members from the Lower Provinces had
been received. Any measures the Government
might bring up, which are for the best inter-
ests of the Dominion, he would support.

Mr. Stewart Campbell, said he never
rose to speak under greater embarrassment.
Though a member of the Bar and the Leg-
islature of his own Province, yet he stood
overpowered with an amount of awe, mingled
with respect, not because he feared to give
utterance to his views, but because appearing
as the representative of a constituency which
had honoured him with confidence unsur-
passed for unanimity, he came here to vindi-
cate their interests. After further prefatory
remarks the speaker proceeded to refer to his
own position in relation to Confederation. In
the Legislature of Nova Scotia he had main-
tained an attitude of hostility to Confedera-
tion, and in justice to himself he would
explain the grounds of opposition. It was well
known to his own Province, and to some
extent here, that his hostility was mainly
based upon the manner in which the scheme
was pressed upon the people. He had not
canvassed-his constituency was aware of his
acts; he was elected by acclamation. He told
them from the hustings that as the power in
which he owed obedience had decreed the
new Constitution, it would be his duty to go

[Mr. Smith (Westmoreland)]

to Parliament and endeavour to extract the
benefit and attack the evils of the change. He
must declare his hostility to any attempt at
repeal. He had accepted the situation. He
believed that success in the attempt to secure
repeal would be fraught with much greater
danger than its failure (hear, hear). He re-
gretted that his honourable friend beside him
(Hon. Mr. Howe) had taken an opposite
course. He would rejoice if his (Howe's) pow-
erful voice had been with him in making the
best of the existing situation. He (C.) should
take the course which his own judgment had
dictated, however much he regretted differing
from his friends. He should look favourably
and hopefully to the future under a wise and
economical administration. He should there-
fore refrain from any hostile criticism on the
subjects embraced in the address, and in
taking this course, he felt that he was jus-
tified by his sense of what was right, and was
prepared to stand by his decision (prolonged
applause.)

It being six o'clock, the Speaker left the
Chair.

AFTER RECESS

Mr. A. W. Savary, said this was the first
time he had appeared in a Legislative Assem-
bly, and came here unwillingly, because the
people of that Province had been forced into
Union. He and his friends did not come here
to discuss Confederation, that must be fought,
and had been fought elsewhere. Because ele-
ments of discord existed in Canada, weaken-
ing the old Constitution was no reason the
Constitution of Nova Scotia, which had work-
ed well, should be subverted. He argued that
the present Constitution, while pretending to
be of a Federal nature, was open to all the
objections of a Legislative Union, and com-
plained of the extended powers of the Do-
minion Legislature. In the Province of Nova
Scotia they had a banking system, and none
of their banks had failed. Here it was differ-
ent, and was admitted on all hands that the
measure of last Session had caused failure,
and his Province would be subjected to the
same disaster. The tendency of this Consti-
tution was to absorb all the power. He would
not so much have objected to interferences
in national affairs, but most of their domestic
matters were invaded. Nova Scotia was pre-
pared to all its duties of defence, and every
other, but he felt the interests of that Prov-
ince would weigh but little in this Assembly,
because of its small representation. They
could not congratulate His Excellency, be-
cause of the adoption of a Constitution con-
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taining elements of discord which they felt
would be disastrous. The majority in favour
of the scheme in some of the Provinces was
because the people felt that opposition was
hopeless against the Imperial Act. A discus-
sion had commenced which would never end
until it was repealed or amended. Canada and
the Home Government had been grossly de-
ceived as to the sentiment of the people of
Nova Scotia, and he was astonished that any
man should endeavour to keep up the delu-
sion in the face of eighteen representatives
against it. He showed that Nova Scotia had
not been in the habit of sweeping changes,
but on this question it was sweeping. Public
meetings had been held in Nova Scotia in
which Union with Canada was condemned.
Had the question been mooted in the Lieu-
tenant Governor's speech, as large a petition
as that sent to the Imperial Government
would have been presented to the Parliament
of Nova Scotia. That petition contained the
names of 40,000 of the adult population of
that Province. It had not been pretended that
there were that number of voters. He was
elected to this House because he and his
friends were averse to this union, and he
would do all in his power to place Nova
Scotia in that position. What right had the
Member for Cumberland to speak of the sen-
timents of the people of Nova Scotia. He
would not compare him to the last rose of
summer, but as one whom the lightning of
popular indignation had left standing there a
blasted trunk alone-(laughter)---one who had
betrayed his countrymen. He appreciated the
kindness of the Canadians in giving advice.
In order to avert a Ministerial difficulty he
would advise the Ministry to appoint the
honourable member for Guysborough (Mr,
Campbell) as Secretary for State. He (Sava-
ry) and his friends would protect the inter-
ests of their constituents as far as they were
able, and that was in opposition to tbe
scheme.

Mr. W. H. Chipman said the people of Nova
Scotia were in a state of mourning and sor-
row in consequence of the passage of the
scheme. The first time the people of Nova
Scotia had a chance they- condemned the
measure, and how could His Excellency ask
her representatives for their congratulations.
The resolution passed in the Nova Scotia
Legislature embraced all the Maritime
Provinces, and when Newfoundland and
Prince Edward Island were left out those
resolutions were of no effect. The Imperial
Government had been deceived by the
honourable member for Cumberland, and Mr.

Watkin. He then read a sort of proclamation
denouncing the Antis as Annexationists and
Fenians, which created considerable amuse-
ment. He would do all he could to secure
repeal.

Hon. J. H. Gray said, it was to be expected
that the honourable members from Nova
Scotia would take the earliest opportunity of
placing before the House their views, their
position and the wrongs they fancied their
Province had sustained, and it was equally to
be expected that their statements would re-
ceive from the members of this House the
utmost attention and consideration, and so it
has been, but as it was now apparent that it
was not intended on their part to submit any
substantive proposition for the solution of
their difficulties; nay even as it was apparent
from the statement made by several of those
gentlemen, that they were now seeking
redress by. an appeal to the Imperial Gov-
ernment, it might, perhaps, be as well for the
House to go from the consideration of mere
sectional matters to those important questions
affecting the interest and welfare of the
whole people, submitted in the Speech from
the Throne-questions which ought to be
approached with a calmness which rises
above all personal considerations, and with a
breadth of view which goes beyond all sec-
tional interests. Within his limited knowledge
of history no instance had ever occurred
where the Executive Head of a Government
had ever placed before the representatives of
a free Parlianient assembled, questions so
varied and so important, and under circum-
stances so peculiar. But before going into the
consideration of these questions he wished to
be permitted to express his full concurrence
in the regret of the honourable member from
Cumberland by his side that the honourable
member from Hants (Mr. Howe) was not in a
position to give his services to his whole
country, instead of to a part of it. That he
who had been one of the first and ablest
advocates of Union should now be the oppo-
nent of that great measure. That the position
of those two honourable gentlemen, the mem-
ber for Cumberland and the member for
Hants, had brought before his mind two
graphic pictures with a vividness and a force
he had never before realized. When he had
heard the honourable member from Hants
describing with his well-known power and
eloquence, the wrongs and insults he con-
ceived his Province had sustained in the
mode by which this Union had been there
brought about. When he pointed to the fact
that the late elections throughout that
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Province, had conclusively proved the indig-
nant sense of injury which his people felt.
When he charged all this upon the honoura-
ble member from Cumberland, and when he
(Mr. Gray) turned and looked at his honoura-
ble friend by his side, and saw him there the
sole survivor of his shattered 'band, not a
single man from his own Province with him,
and when he rose and answered the honoura-
ble member from Hants with words of de-
fiance, he (Mr. G.) could not help recalling
that splendid passage in the second Aeneid,
where the Prince of Troy, himself the sole
survivor of his shattered band-his comrades
slain-his hopes destroyed, the city of his
pride in fiames, in the last madness of despair
exclaims:
Arma viri ferte Arma
Vocat lux ultima victos
Reddite me Danais...
Nunquam omnes hodie moriemur inulti

And his honourable friend, on his left, was
not unavenged. As he heard him answering
the honourable member from Hants-charge
by charge-reading from that honourable
gentleman's own speeches passages of glow-
ing power and beauty, in which he had him-
self described the advantages of Union. When
he saw the honourable member from Hants
shrinking under the infliction, and shading
his brow with his hand as if to screen the
vision of the past from the vision of the
present, he could not help thinking there was
another picture before them. Where a great
man who had been the victor of a hundred
fights-had at length succumbed to a power
he could not control-there sat

The desolater desolate
The victor overthrown,
The arbiter of others fate,
A supplicant for his own...

And it was with deep regret he saw it. The
honourable gentleman residing on these in-
land waters did not understand the feeling
with which the men who came f rom the
Maritime Provinces, where the wild sea
waves beat an everlasting requiem on their
shores, regarded the honourable gentleman
from Hants. They looked back to the struggle
of his early life, when almost unaided and
alone he contended in his own Province
against fearful odds, for the rights and liber-
ties we now enjoy, when the hand of power
was laid with iron grasp upon the peo-
ple-when the very debates of the public
assemblies were held with closed doors-
when exclusiveness and favoritism governed
the country-and justice to the masses was
unknown. Sir, they believe that to him-more
than to any other now living man-they owe

[Mr. Gray (Saint John)]

the constitutional liberties of British America.
But on the questions now before them, he
differed with the honourable member. The
honourable member had objected to that pas-
sage in the speech which referred to our
"new nationality," but if there was one pas-
sage in it more than another with which he
fully and cordially concurred, it was that
passage. Here was the representative of the
Sovereign pointing out to us, the path of
greatness, of power; that we were no longer
Colonists; that we must prepare ourselves to
take our place amid the nations of the earth;
to be the masters of our own destinies; to
control and guide our own footsteps; not torn
from the Motherland like the thirteen Colo-
nies of old, with bleeding trunk and severed
limb, but going forth in the full power and
strength of a vigorous manhood with a par-
ent's blessing on our head. But there was one
thing that we wanted, which the people
would demand, which this Parliament ought
to foster and create. If the recollections of his
school-boy days were right, there was a myth
amid the classic legends of the past, that on
one occasion a statuary formed a figure of
such faultless mould that he fell in love with
the work of his own hands, and poured forth
his soul in adoration of his own creation, but
when in the impassioned frenzy of the mo-
ment he clasped the figure to his arms, the
cold marble gave back naught but an icy
chill. There was no blood, there was no life,
there was no heart there. And so it was with
us, we had a noble constitution. Its founda-
tions were laid broad and deep upon the
common law of England-upon the broad
basis of equal, civil, and religious rights. No
privileged class; no wronged and trampled
race marred the symmetry of its fair propor-
tions. Every man from the highest to the
lowest could stand forth in the presence of
the majesty of the law upright and self
respected. Its superstructure had been reared
with a due regard to all those precedents
which the history of the Mother Country
proved were the best guarantees for stability
and freedom in the Government of a coun-
try, but still there was something wanted. We
wanted a national spirit; a national pride; a
national heart. We wanted that every man
who belonged to this country-never mind
whence he came or where his birth place,
should feel that his interests, his hopes, his
all, were identified with this country. That he
must share in its adversities and trials as well
as in its prosperity. That it was not a place to
come and make a few pounds, and then go off
to other lands, but that it was the first and
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last place to which his affection, his devotion,
his attachments should be turned,

"That go where'er he may, where'er his footsteps
roam,
This spot's his country, and this land his home."

That to be a Canadian, not in its former
limited sense, but in the sense of the new
Dominion, was to belong to a country of
which any man might be proud. This national
sentiment must be fostered, must be en-
couraged. He was an Englishman in every
fibre of his frame, and every pulsation of his
heart. He loved England still, but lie loved
Canada more. (Hear, hear.) And this must be
so with all, who wish to be true to this
country. Such were the sentiments he gath-
ered from the expression in the speech from
the Throne, and with it he most cordially
concurred. But arising out of this position,
and springing from it were new duties and
new responsibilities. We cannot expect to
have al the advantages of freedom, without
assuming its burdens, and prominent among
them was the question of our defence. It
would not perhaps be correct to enter fully
into the discussion of this question, until the
Government had submitted the plans they
proposed to the House, but as it had been
talked of a great deal, and discussed very
generally in the papers, it might not be out of
the way to make a few observations. It had
been said that very large sums of money
were to be expended on permanent fortifica-
tions on the subject of such defences; public
opinion, during the last ten or twelve years
had undergone some changes. The real de-
fences of Sebastopol on the land side which
kept the whole French and English armies
before them for some fifteen months, were in
a good measure improvised by the genius of
Todleben in a few short weeks. In 1814, the
defence of New Orleans was made by hastily
throwing together a number of bales of cot-
ton, and yet the most splendid fellows of the
Peninsula, men who have sealed the ramparts
of San Sebastian and stormed the walls of
Badajos, who from Talavera to Toulouse had
carried the colours of their regiments in tri-
umph on every field, went down before those
cotton bales like grass before the mower's
scythe. The defences of Richmond which kept
Grant with his 300,000 men before them for
months, and would perhaps have remained
untaken to this day, but for Sherman's march
across the country were nothing but tempo-
rary ramparts hastily thrown up, and which
probably ere this have again been levelled by
the farmer's plough. It may be that in some
positions permanent defences to some extent
may be necessary, but in this respect he fully

concurred with the opinions expressed by the
member from Durham, that such expenses
ought only to be incurred after the most
thorough consideration. The Minister who un-
dertook to spend a million or a million and a
half of pounds, raised out of the revenues and
taxes of the people of this country, at such a
time as this, when we had no reason to dread
anything, assumed a fearful responsibility. He
himself believed that the best defences of any
country would be found in the attachment of
the people to its institutions-in the confi-
dence, they had in the administration of its
laws, and in the judicious management of its
finances. Beyond these, its best defences con-
sisted in moveable fortifications. Arm and
drill, and organize the young men of the
country-pay them well, and he belleved
when the necessity arose, willing hearts and
hands, ably led, would constitute a more
available defence than permanent fortifica-
tions which might entail enormous cost upon
the country (hear, hear). But he found it
discussed as if it was only contemplated to
defend Montreal and that portion of the
country above. All of the Dominion below
seemed entirely ignored. He fancied from
what he had heard and read since being here
that many people in Ontario conceived that
New Brunswick was composed solely of Mr.
Tilley and a few oysters, and that Nova
Scotia was occupied by Mr. Howe and a
codfish. (Laughter.) He hoped before the
Parliament rose they would be of a different
opinion. Another question to come before the
House was the Intercolonial Railroad. He had
heard a good deal about the route which
should be chosen, but that great work must
be placed where the interests of the country
most required it, and not where it would
simply serve the purpose of a section. (Hear,
hear.) The fifteen millions of dollars to be
expended on that great work for which the
whole country would become responsible, and
which the whole country would have to pay,
should be expended on that route, which
would best serve the general interests of the
whole Dominion, as they could not have the
Intercolonial Railway running to every man's
door, or make its construction subservient to
petty local claims. He then referred to the
subject of retrenchment, which had been al-
luded to by honourable members. He believed
no word in the English language had been
put to more unworthy uses than the word
"economy." Economy had been made the
packhorse of every politician, and had rarely
indeed been rigidly practiced. The gentlemen
on the Treasury benches used it to keep
themselves in office, and the Opposition used
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it for the sake of getting there (laughter). His
honourable colleague from New Brunswick,
the Minister of Customs, and himself, had
been in Parliament together some seventeen
years, and until the question of Confederation
came up had been opposed to each other. He
had often heard that honourable gentleman
eulogise this splendid animal-see he would
say-his small and well pointed ears-look at
his full clear eyes, and see what withers
-what broad loins for strength-and then
look at his hocks and his pasterns, why
Fanny Elster couldn't show such heels
-hasn't he a slashing trot-and what a lope
in his canter-isn't he a splendid animal?
And when he says to his honourable friend,
"Well then, why don't you mount and ride?"
What was his answer? "So I would but be
kicks."-(laughter)-and so it always was. He
would like to ask the honourable gentleman,
the Member for Cornwall, who was sitting
over in what might be called the Temple of
Janus, but which in this Augustan age of
Canadian politics was shut for the first time,
whose occupant generally had one eye look-
ing at the opposition behind, and the other
peering over into the Government pasture,
whether be had ever known a Canadian
politician use this animal except as a hack.
The fact was, the public had lost all confi-
dence in the word. What the people did want
was justice to public servants-a fair day's
pay for a fair day's work-pay your public
men what their abilities, their integrity, and
their industry would command in the other
pursuits of life. You want the first men for
that public service, let your compensation be
such as would secure them, but get rid of the
drones that hang around the public depart-
ments. Burke had laid it down somewhere-
that the statesman who based the foundation of
his country's greatness on the possession of ex-
traordinary virtues, would find its superstructure
raised in extravagance and corruption.

We must legislate for men as we find them,
liable to temptation, to folly-with faults and
vices. We can't expect them to be angels. The
honourable member from Hants referred to
the Governor-General's salary as being far
larger than that of the President of the
United States, but was it now well known
that while the salary was only $24,000 a year
nominally, it was actually $100,000. What was
the picture presented in the United States at
this very moment? The wife of the late
President offering for sale the most costly
articles, and stating over ber own handwrit-
ing in the public prints, that those presents
had been given by the supporters of the
Administration, and others, to obtain places

[Mr. Gray (Saint John)]

of emolument, and profit and contracts for
themselves or the members of their families,
or friends. Better give the Governor-General
twice the salary than see the public offices of
the country bartered and sold by his
household or his ministers in such shameless
corruption. Such a system demoralises the
whole country. Far better to pay your public
men well-exact a rigid discharge of their
duties, discountenance corruption, and pre-
serve the character of the country. He trusted
that in the consideration of all these ques-
tions, they would be regarded in the light of
a broad, ample and generous patriotism, that
they would approach them with such a spirit.
A lofty patriotism rising above all sectional
interests and all personal considerations,
would be like the serpent raised by the
Jewish lawgiver in the wilderness, not only
the emblem of your country's wisdom, but
the emblem of your country's salvation. Look
upon that and live, act upon this, and be
saved. He trusted, moreover, the Government
would bring down those measures with the
least possible delay in order that those people
at a distance, who were represented by the
honourable members from the Maritime
Provinces, might have the opportunity of
considering them. They had no fear of the
result: no apprebension that injustice would
be done them by their fellow-countrymen of
Canada. They had come here in the fullest
confidence that their interests were safe, and
be trusted and believed that in their delibera-
tions in this House they would receive at the
hands of the representatives in the Canadian
Provinces liberal, generous, and hearty assist-
ance. (Applause.) And we believe that the
honourable member for Hants (Mr. Howe)
after having discharged his duty in protesting
against the manner in which the Union had
been accomplished, would be found one of
the firmest pillars of the Dominion. (Cheers.)

Mr. A. G. Jones said if there had not
been a statement that there would be no
amendments, be would have simply recorded
his vote. He came here in obedience to an
Imperial statute, and would support good
measures and oppose bad, without regard to
either party in the House. He was not aware
that there was an American or Fenian sym-
pathiser in Nova Scotia, and yet because his
party had endeavoured in a constitutional
manner to oppose the Union, they had been
charged with disloyalty by the honourable
member for Cumberland. He remembered the
time when the whole revenue has been
placed at the disposal of the Commander-
in-Chief for the defence of Canada if needed.
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He complained that only one man in the
Senate represented the feeling of the people
of Nova Scotia. The old loyalists were sat-
isfied to remain a part of the British Empire,
and now they were told that they would form
part of a new Kingdom. His Province would
not shrink from its duty in a military point
of view, but he warned the House and Gov-
ernment not to adopt any ill-advised meas-
ures which might cripple our finances for all
time. They would show the Imperial Gov-
ernment that the views of the Antis were the
views of the people of Nova Scotia, and they
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had a right to demand a reconsideration of
the Union scheme.

Mr. Croke, coincided with his honourable
friend from Hants, and the other Antis
from Nova Scotia. He complained of the
high tariff of Canada, and annual deficits,
for which there was little to show, while the
debt of Nova Scotia was for valuable public
works. He thought, however, the act might
be so changed as to meet the approval of
Nova Scotia. In any steps towards that end
he would lend his assistance.

The House adjourned at 11.25.
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Tuesday, November 12, 1867

The Speaker took the chair at 3 o'clock.

Mr. Mackenzie resumed the debate on the
Address. He said that on rising to address the
House on this occasion, he felt fully sensible
of the responsibility resting upon him as a
member of this great assemblage, as one
belonging to the principal Province of the
Dominion-superior in numbers and wealth,
and possessing the Capital of the Confeder-
ation. He felt that it devolved particularly on
the people of Ontario to act the part of hosts
towards their Lower Province brethren, and
to extend to them all a hearty welcome, and
that candid and just consideration which was
most likely to cement their future relations,
and to produce that spirit of harmony which
must prevail amongst them, if they were to
live together and prosper as a nation. Look-
ing upon the Confederation measure as the
triumph of those principles for which, as a
humble member of the Reform party, he had
long contended, he could not but join in the
congratulations on its achievement, and it
was with emotions of deep regret that he was
compelled to witness a cloud still hanging
over the measure, as regarded the eastern
portion of our Dominion. He trusted, howev-
er, that by their joint efforts they might yet
be able to remove the causes of discontent
and dissatisfaction in that Province. Mr.
Mackenzie then referred to Mr. Howe's state-
ment last night, that he had felt it to be
particularly unkind, that his Reform friends
in the West should have been found arrayed
in an attitude of oppression towards Nova
Scotia. On their behalf, he repudiated both
the intention and the act, and said that if
there was blame anywhere, it rested with the
legislature of that Province which had given
a direct sanction to the course pursued in
England by the delegates. He proceeded to
advert to the present position of parties in
the legislature. He contended that the conflict
of parties was necessary to the success of
representative institutions, and that there
could be no more reasonable division of par-
ties than that which divided them into Re-
formers and Conservatives. They were told
now by gentlemen opposite, that there was
no longer any need of party, that party

ties ought to be obliterated and that all
should be ready to take good measures from
any Government, and support any Govern-
ment that might happen for the time to be in
power. If this arrangement were followed out
to its legitimate conclusion, it would amount
to this:-that the Government of the day
should retain power in perpetuity. A Gov-
ernment would only have to yield occasional-
ly, as the necessity arose, and retain its large
majority indefinitely. He for one could not
give his assent to a policy of this kind, the
effect of which would not be to build up the
national interests, but merely to hold a cer-
tain class of men in office for ever. During
the election, it was assumed that all patriot-
ism was on the side of the gentlemen who
composed and supported the Government. He
had thought that he had acted a patriot's part
in doing all that lay in his power to support
the Government in carrying the Confedera-
tion measure; but when the elections came
on, the Minister of Public Works and other
Ministers crowded into his county so thick
and fast that he could scarcely count them,
branding him as a disunionist and as disloyal
to the British crown, which, in their estima-
tion, was the equivalent of being in opposi-
tion to the Minister of Justice, and his new
follower, the Minister of Public Works. A
charge of disloyalty against him was also
founded on the assumption that he was to
form an alliance with the member for Hants
(Mr. Howe), who to the people of the West
was painted as black as a demon. They were
told that the member for Hants had declared
he was ready to march to the frontier at the
head of an army of Bluenoses, with bayonets
fixed, to drive off the Canadians, and that he
had openly avowed his preference for annex-
ation. Fortunately, he had some familiarity
with the speeches of the member for Hants,
and had been able to repel the charge,
brought against him by the Minister of Jus-
tice, and the Minister of Public Works.
Similar charges were made with equal un-
truthfulness against his Liberal friends in the
Province of Quebec. In this connection, he
quoted a speech made some years ago by the
Minister of Public Works on the loyalty cry
raised against the Reformers of that day, and
said the remarks of Mr. McDougall as to the
course of the Tories then were singularly
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applicable to his own course during the late
election. As that gentleman then remarked,
the cry of disloyalty against an Opposition
simply meant the sweets of patronage and the
beauty of place. He regretted to find the
member for Cumberland (Dr. Tupper), bring-
ing a charge of Fenianism and Annexation
against those who had opposed him and his
friends. The only attempt which had been
made to prove the existence of a body of
Fenians in any part of the Dominion was by
the member for West Montreal (Mr. McGee),
but the attempt of that honourable gentleman
to cast an imputation on the loyalty of the
people of Montreal had most signally failed.
Mr. Mackenz'e then referred to the appear-
ance of the Premier of Ontario in his (Mr.
Mackenzie's) constituency. It was somewhat
remarkable that his honourable friend should
have considered it consistent with his party
proclivities and past associations to have
made such efforts to secure his (Mr. Mac-
kenzie's) defeat, and it was all the more
remarkable, because, during this crusade, he
still claimed to be a Reformer. Indeed, he
told the people of Lambton that he had taken
the member for London (Mr. Carling) and
the member for East Toronto in the Local
Legislature (Mr. M. C. Cameron), into his
Cabinet, not as Tories, but as apprentices to
learn the Reform business, and declared that
if they did not learn it very quickly he would
kick them out of his Cabinet. Mr. Mackenzie
went on to express his fears that the existing
Administrators were disposed to curtail, if
they could, the powers of the Local Gov-
ernment, the maintenance of which he
thought was essential to the success of the
political experiment on which we had en-
tered. He went on to express his dissent from
the tone assumed by the member for Hants
with reference to the ability of Canada to
defend herself. In the war of 1812 we were
able not only to maintain our own ground but
to carry offensive operations into the enemy's
country. The population of the United States
at that time was something under eight mil-
lions, while that of Canada was under four
hundred thousand. Now the population of the
U.S. was thirty millions, while that of the
British Provinces was four millions, so that
relatively we were stronger now as a people
than we were in 1812. He (Mr. Mackenzie)
would not consent to form part of a people
that lived by sufferance. He preferred belong-
ing to a people that could assert its own
power and nationality-(Cheers)--and what-
ever may be our future position, in the
meantime we had the power of the British
empire at our back. And though it might be

[Mr. Mackenzie (Lambton)]

true that the maintenance of these Colonies
was, in one sense, a source of weakness to the
Imperial authority, it was also a source of
power in another sense. Every student of
history knew that the fall of the Roman
empire dated from the time at which it
withdrew its arms from its distant posses-
sions and left its Colonies to shift for them-
selves. He believed we had territory enough
to build up a great nationality in connection
with the British Empire. At the same time, he
deeply regretted that there had been so much
in the tone of a certair, class of our public
journals and our public men to give rise to
an ill-feeling towards us in the United States.
He was surprised to find no reference in the
Speech to any attempt to obtain reciprocity
of trade with the United States. He could
scarcely have thought it possible that an
Administration could have been in power
four or five months without taking some steps
to secure a free exchange of our products
with the neighbouring country. He regretted
also the omission of any reference to the
necessity of taking steps for the protection of
our shipping. He alluded to the hardships to
which our shipping on the Western lakes was
subjected under existing American regula-
tions, and said it was a matter which de-
served the very serious attention of the
Minister of Marine. He proceeded to refer to
the resignation of the Minister of Finance. He
believed that gentleman had resigned because
he knew that the deep feeling of dissatisfac-
tion which prevailed through the Western
Province, would soon find expression in this
House, even from gentlemen on his own side.
The member for Lennox (Mr. Cartwright),
had stated that he had been unable to trace
any connection between the policy of the late
Finance Minister, and the failure of the
Commercial Bank. Perhaps the directors of a
bank were not the best parties to appeal to in
order to assert the reasons of failure on their
part, but he knew this, that when the honou-
rable gentleman was passing the bank act of
last session, he was warned of its conse-
quences, and the member for Lennox himself
pointed out that by giving so much power to
one Bank (Montreal) its effect would be to
weaken all the others. Very soon after the
passage of the act, the Bank of Upper Canada
succumbed under the blow, causing a loss to
the people who held its bills, in his own
constituency of as much as seventy or eighty
thousand dollars. Then came the recent fail-
ure of the Commercial Bank. The honourable
gentleman's bank of issue scheme would be
judged in the light of these events, and not of
the fine spun theories with which it was
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introduced to the House, and which had
failed to be realized. The member for Lennox
congratulated the House the other night that
the speech indicated that ministers contem-
plated giving some protection to native indus-
try. He (Mr. Mackenzie) had not observed in
the speech any such reference, and he be-
lieved that at this stage in our history it
would be an exceedingly imprudent and
wrong thing to introduce a protective tariff.
It was true that last session we had taken
ground against the removal of certain duties,
but he did so simply because of the un-
fairness of such a course towards certain
branches of trade which had been built up
under the protective tariff of a few years
before. He went on to say he would judge of
the measures which emanated from the ad-
ministration on their merits, although he
must confess the mere introduction into the
cabinet of the gentleman who had formerly
acted with him, gave him no guarantee that
these measures would be such as would com-
mand his confidence. He then contended that
the list of measures promised in the speech
did not bear out the argument made use of
during the election that a Coalition was
necessary to provide the machinery for fairly
working Confederation. He considered there
was no measure alluded to in the speech
which required the existence of a Coalition
to frame or carry. Having referred to some
other points which had arisen in the course
of the debate, Mr. Mackenzie concluded with
an expression of the hope that the delibera-
tions of this Legislature, whatever their
effects on party politics, would result in
building up this nationality, and that they
might be able to adopt such measures as
would promote the interests of the people of
all portions of the Dominion. (Cheers).

Hon. Mr. Galt, in reply to the remark of
Mr. Mackenzie, said the people of Ontario
had shown in their vote at the last election
that they did not agree with the sentiments
of that gentleman and they approved of the
policy of the Government of which he (Mr.
Galt) was a member. The failure of the Bank
of Upper Canada could not be attributed to
the passing of the currency act, as that Bank
failed before the currency act came into
effect. (Hear, hear). With regard to the
Commercial Bank they had the statement of
the President of that Bank, to the effect that
its circulation was greater at the time of its
failure than when the currency act was
passed. He could not accuse him of effecting
in any degree the failure of the Commercial
Bank, and had no doubt when the facts

became known, it would be seen that he who
had been represented as opposed to Upper
Canada interests, and as sustaining Montreal
interests, was as true to Upper Canada as any
other member of the Government. He trusted
the people of Nova Scotia would be treated in
a conciliatory spirit and they would find
nothing to complain of in the treatment re-
ceived from the Government. He felt satisfied
that means could be adopted to develop the
resources of that portion of the Dominion as
well as other portions, and trusted that the
able men representing Nova Scotia, in this
Parliament, would give their assistance in
making the Union successful.

Dr. Tupper, in reply to Mr. Howe's speech,
while admitting that the Union party in his
Province had been handsomely beaten, said
that the Union question, pure and simple,
was not the issue at the election; but that a
number of local questions had been mixed
up in the contest. Before the election; a new
representation and franchise bill had passed
the Legislature. Had it not been for these
acts, his friend, the Provincial Secretary,
would have been elected, as he had a major-
ity of those who had voted on previous oc-
casions. At the election before the last, he
was in a majority. At the last election, if
the franchise had remained the same,
he would have received a majority of
between 200 and 300. He had received the
support of men who had formerly been
among his most influential opponents, simply
because he supported Confederation. In
Halifax, the commercial and political met-
ropolis of the Province, a majority were in
favour of Union. In Pictou, also, as it existed
prior to the passage of the Representation
Bill, a majority voted for the Union. In other
places, too, the defeat of his friends was
caused solely on account of the unpopularity
of the Government on local questions. He had
no reason to apprehend that there would be
any bitter hostile sentiments prevailing
among any large mass of the people with
reference to union. The honourable gentle-
man then referred to Mr. Howe's former
advocacy of union, and quoted passages at
length from that gentleman's speeches. No
man, he declared, had done more to educate
people in the Lower Provinces in union prin-
ciples than Mr. Howe.

Hon. Mr. Galt rose to reply to the state-
ment that he had at last given way before the
widespread discontent on account of the
financial policy of the Government. The peo-
ple of Ontario had given proof of their confi-
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dence in the policy of both the late and
present Governments, of which he had been a
member, by giving them their support, and so
far as the Banks are concerned the last
election had given conclusive proof that there
was no feeling then against the Government
on their account. With respect to the Bank
failure, it was a fact that the Bank of Upper
Canada had gone down before the Currency
Act came in question. With regard to the
Commercial Bank we had the statement of its
President that its currency, the only thing
affected by the Government policy was ac-
tually larger when it failed than when the
Act came into force. We had also evidence no
less positive that the Bank had locked up
nearly half its capital in one speculation; that
other investments of a character not immedi-
ately convertible had reduced its means, but
these transactions had nothing at all to do
with the policy of the Government. It might
also be acknowledged that the suspension of a
large commercial house in Hamilton, the head
of which was known and respected by all
(hear, hear), who, as a politician, and a mer-
chant, was one of the landmarks of his coun-
try, and for whose misfortune they all felt a
great deal of sympathy (hear, hear), had
contributed to shake the confidence of deposi-
tors in the Commercial Bank, because it was
generally understood that the house in ques-
tion had had large transactions with the
Bank. With respect to the establishment of an
agency of the Bank of Montreal in the Lower
Provinces, it was perfectly true that this had
been done, but to say that this had interfered
in any way with the currency of the Province
was utter nonsense. The Bank of Montreal
did the Government business in the greater
part of the Dominion, and it was natural that
they should extend an agency of that institu-
tion, to do the public business in the Mari-
time Provinces. The Government made its
disbursements in these provinces with drafts
on the agency of the Bank of Montreal,
payable in gold, or the equivalent of gold,
and the money paid out had exceeded the
amount received. The policy of the Govern-
ment had been equally just to all parts of the
Dominion; it had not operated to the injury
of Ontario, nor would it prove injurious to
the interests of the Maritime Provinces (hear,
hear).

A conversation here took place between the
late Finance Minister and the member for
Hamilton in reference to the opinion of On-
tario.

Hon. Dr. Tupper said it would not be
respectful to his friends opposite if he did not

[Mr. Galt (Sherbrooke)]

say a few words in reference to the position
which they assumed, that Nova Scotia was
really opposed to Confederation. He had stat-
ed that his opponents had not polled half the
votes of the Province, and that remained
uncontradicted. He (Dr. T.) had stated that
his honourable friend had done more to edu-
cate the people of B.N.A. up to Union than
any other. His honourable friend knew that
the sentiment of Union had always been
favoured by the public sentiment of Nova
Scotia. The Union party had been thoroughly
beaten, but they would have been beaten had
that question had no existence. His honoura-
ble friend had not come forward to oppose
the measure at its inception, but only when
his position as an officer of the British Gov-
ernment was lost. The attitude of Halifax, the
metropolitan city, containing the wealth and
influence, was used to send broadcast the
warning that if Confederation was carried,
the usury laws would be swept away, and
every borrower would suffer. His friend op-
posite had held up Canada and Canadians to
the execration of Nova Scotians. He was
sorry to find that the spectacle of 100,000 men
in arms in the United States had completely
changed the patriotic sentiments of his
honourable friend. The movement in Nova
Scotia, against Union was not spontaneous,
but was manufactured in Halifax. He (Dr. T.)
was prepared to prove that the late change of
the franchise disfranchised 1,000 voters, two-
thirds of whom were his own, and still he
was returned; many of his political opponents
coming to his aid for the purpose of carrying
Union. He deprecated the manner in which
local affairs had been introduced into this
House by the honourable member of Hants.
The learned gentleman instanced the manner
in which the uniformity of a postal system
would be a great benefit to Nova Scotians, as
well as Canadians. He regretted the absence
of the Secretary for the Provinces, and went
on to describe the manner in which constitu-
encies were carried against Union by small
majorities, and showed that a reaction had
already been begun. His honourable friend
had stated last night that he had never ad-
vocated a political move with Canada, but he
(Dr. T.) would read extracts from the honou-
rable gentleman's own paper, edited by him-
self, which thoroughly disproved the position
taken by the honourable gentleman. If the
sentiments he had read were not those of his
honourable friend, he had certainly been
most remiss in repudiating them. They were
the outline of the present Constitution, and
from 1838 until very recently the member for
Hants had not disclaimed his responsibility
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for recommending it. The honourable gentle-
man in 1849 had again made recommenda-
tions that did great credit to his sagacity,
seeing that they had been taken up and now
formed the Constitution of the Dominion. His
speech then would remain when the honoura-
ble gentleman was gone. He did not object to
a statesman changing his opinions, but he
should give a clear and concise reason for
such change, which his honourable friend had
utterly failed to do. When that gentleman had
said that next to representation in the Im-
perial Parliament a Federal Union was best,
and nothing had been done towards securing
the former, we were fairly entitled to ask the
honourable gentleman to come forward, and
assist in working out the system which he
had himself recommended. Had the honoura-
ble gentleman merely advised the change,
and a disturbance of the old Constitution,
from a whim? A number of further extracts
fron speeches and letters were quoted, show-
ing the inconsistency of the honourable mem-
ber for Hants, and the speaker said that it
was a poor compliment to the intelligence of
the House, to suppose that they could not see
insincerity in his former position, and that
which he now occupied. The speaker paid a
high compliment to the Hon. Mr. McGee for
his efforts in promoting Confederation, and at
one time in moving thanks to that honourable
gentleman. The member for Hants said he
was in favour of the Intercolonial railroad
first, which would bring Union and make
Nova Scotia the frontage of a mighty nation,
and yet he now endeavoured to show that the
strength of Nova Scotia was in isolation.
When he (Dr. T.) advocated a union of the
Maritime Provinces, he at the same time
advocated the union of British North
America. A resolution was passed in the
Legislature of Nova Scotia in favour of the
smaller union, which would have been even a
greater change of the constitution of that
Province than the present; and yet it was
never proposed that that question should be
submitted to the people, but should become
law as soon as it passed the Provincial Leg-
islatures and received the Royal sanction.

It being six o'clock the learned gentleman
said he would like to finish his reply while
the honourable member for Hants was pres-
ent, as he understood he would not be in the

House in the evening, but he would not
infringe upon a rule of the House.

The Speaker then left the Chair.
Afler recess,

Dr. Parker suggested the propriety of an
adjournment to enable members to attend the
concert of the Protestant Benevolent Society.

Agreed to.

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. Bodwell-That an humble address be
presented to Ris Excellency the Governor-
General, praying him to cause to be laid
before this House all papers and correspond-
ence relating to the claims of the Hudson's
Bay Company over the Northwest territory
by the late Province of Canada or the Do-
minion.

Mr. Oliver-Address to His Excellency, the
Governor-General, for a return of the quanti-
ty of beer manufactured, and the quantity of
grain used in such manufacture in each
brewery in the Province of Ontario since the
lst of July, 1867.

Mr. Blake-That he will on Thursday next
move the House for an address to His Ex-
cellency, the Governor-General, praying that
he will be pleased to cause to be laid before
this House, with all convenient speed, copies
of all warrants, orders, records, documents
and other legal proceedings, had or taken in
relation to the extradition of Lamirande, and
also copies of ail the despatches and corre-
spondence between the Governments, as well
of Canada, as of the Dominion and the Im-
perial Government, and also copies of all
official correspondence and memoranda of the
legal advisers of either of the said Govern-
ments, and of ail communications by then to
His Excellency, and of all other papers on the
subject.

Mr. Benson-Whether it is the intention of
the Government to complete before the open-
ing of navigation in the ensuing Spring the
excavation for several years in progress on
the Welland Canal, and also such other work
as may be necessary to admit the waters of
Lake Erie through the said canal.
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The Speaker took the Chair at three
o'clock.

Messrs. Webb and Pope took the oath and
their seats.

Three petitions were presented and two
read.

Hon. Dr. Tupper resumed the debate on the
address. He said some honourable gentlemen
might take objection to bringing before the
House after-dinner utterances on public ques-
tions, but these were the occasions taken
advantage of in England by statesmen to
make their sentiments known, and of that
nature was the honourable member for
Hants' drill shed speech. In that speech he
had thanked God he was not only a Nova
Scotian but a Canadian as well; and the
speaker went on to read extracts from that
speech amidst cries of "hear, hear". In rela-
tion to the project advocated by some in
Canada of dissolution, pure and simple, the
honourable gentleman had said that such men
ought to be crucified. That speech had been
published in his own organ, and he believed,
revised with his own hand, on a day which of
all others he ought to have been able to give
a clear expression to his ideas. After having
heard his (the speaker's) views in favour of
Union, the honourable member had promised
his assistance-it was true for a union of the
Maritime Provinces, but it was with the full
knowledge that it was his (the speaker's) and
his friend's intention, if possible, to extend
the Union to all British North America. He
referred to the change which had taken place
in Nova Scotia, because the sober second
thought of New Brunswick had been in fa-
vour of Union with the great Provinces of
Ontario and Quebec, and that Province might
become the frontier of a great power, while
Nova Scotia would be left in a state of
isolation and weakness. This Union of British
North America would remain an evidence of
the prophetic spirit of Lord Durham. He
would read an extract from that nobleman's
report showing that to carry Union he (Lord
D.) only looked to the Legislatures of the
Provinces. He said not a word about the

un-British idea of a constitutional change
being referred to the people, rather than to
their representatives. He (the speaker) con-
tended that at one time under the unfavoura-
ble circunstance of New Brunswick having
decided against Union, it was wise not to
push the scheme immediately in the Legis-
lature of Nova Scotia, but when the change
took place in New Brunswick, the situation
was changed. He had felt that if we rejected
the advice of the Imperial Government, it
would tend to a severance of British connec-
tion. It being incumbent upon the Mother
country to defend us, she had a right to ask
us to combine to make that defence effective.
He showed that if Nova Scotia had not gone
into Confederation, it could not have met the
changes on the revenue without revising the
tariff. He said a more loyal people than the
Nova Scotians did not exist, but he did say
Fenians and annexationists had everywhere,
and in every instance, given their sympathies
and assistance to the Anti-Unionists. The
honourable member for Antigonish had
thrown out the insinuation, that a large num-
ber of Nova Scotians were disloyal, and read
an extract from his speech in which that
honourable member had said that a few years
ago, there were none disloyal, but he was not
sure he could say as much now. He would
show that the member for Digby had pledged
himself in a speech on the hustings to give
his assistance in securing peace and prosperi-
ty for every part of the whole Dominion. He
appealed to his friends around him from
Nova Scotia, having had their revenge
-having driven from public life one of the
best men in the Dominion, and left him (the
speaker) alone a blasted trunk. He would
appeal to them now to look upon this ques-
tion in a broad, generous, patriotic and
statesmanlike manner. Many of them, par-
ticularly the member for Cape Breton, had
promised to give the Constitution a fair trial,
now that it was the law of the land, and he
hoped to hear a generous response to the call
of patriotism from all. They were in a posi-
tion to take a course that would redound to
their lasting credit, and the best interests of
their own Province and the Dominion. It was
fortunate that the Provinces held their power
from an imperial source, and if any injustice
were attempted they could appeal to an
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independent and just arbitrator-to the Im-
perial Government. If Nova Scotia took the
ground of repeal, they would injure their
advocacy of a re-adjustment of commercial
relations and of the Intercolonial Railway. For
these reasons alone, they should accept the
situation and not take up the role of the Ish-
maelite, with their hand against every man,
and every man's hand against them. Should
they adhere to repeal, they would weaken any
party they attached themselves to, either
Ministry or Opposition. (Applause.)

Mr. Bellerose, after enthusiastic congratula-
tions on the benefits of Confederation, and
insisting on the importance of the currency
and the militia questions, said that the Lower
Canadian opposition had tried to raise up
prejudices against Confederation, but had ut-
terly failed after full explanations were
given.

Mr. McLellan said Mr. Speaker, I have
listened to the appeal to the representatives
from Nova Scotia by the honourable member
from Cumberland, to accept the situation
and aid in perpetuating this Union. Earn-
est and energetic as the honourable member
was in his appeal, there is one of much
more power and effect coming up to us
from the people we left behind-whose
wishes we must obey; whose interest we must
never forget. He asks us to follow the exam-
ple of the member from Westmorland, N.B.
who gives his adhesion to the Act, but he
forgets the difference in our positions. The
member for Westmorland is here from a
Province, the large majority of whose people
approve of his course, whilst we are sent here
by a people who strongly disapprove of the
Act in all its main features, and desire to
have restored to them the power to control
the affairs of their own Province, in conform-
ity to the principles of the British Constitu-
tion. He reminded us that we have been
treated by the House with courtesy. True, we
have no cause for complaint on this point, but
if we follow his advice-if we disregard the
wishes of our constituents; if in a word, we
betray them, then will we forfeit our claim to
the civilities and courtesies of every honoura-
ble man in this House. He thinks we should
rest satisfied with having had our revenge at
the polls. He mistakes the people of Nova
Scotia, if he supposes they are to be satisfied
with this. They have been insulted and have
had some measure of revenge, but the wrong
done them has not been redressed, and
without that they will not be content. The
honourable member would have this House

[Dr. Tupper (Cumberland)]

believe that this feeling is not general
throughout Nova Scotia, because the Un-
ionists polled about 13,000 votes at the recent
election out of 47,000, but the House will bear
in mind that this number was only obtained
by the utmost possible pressure of both
Governments under the favourable circum-
stances of having the measure passed induc-
ing very many thereby to believe that as the
act was done, there was no remedy, and the
men who framed the measure of Union
should be elected to put it in operation. He
refers particularly to the county of Annapolis,
and states that in 1864 that county gave a
majority of 250 in favour of the gentleman
who now represents it in this Parliament,
whilst at the last election, run on this ques-
tion, his majority was only one hundred and
fifty. He should have informed the House,
that in addition to the change in the fran-
chise reducing the number of voters, that the
Union candidate had sustaining him all the
influence connected with the building of
eighty miles of railway for the benefit of that
county. He tells you that in the county of
Colchester, the gentleman appointed to the
office of Home Secretary, polled a majority of
the votes in one Riding. It is true that in that
Riding of the county, where all the officials
reside, and through which the railways to
Pictou and Halifax pass, my opponent had a
majority of forty-two votes, but the whole
county gave me a majority of 372. If the
honourable member from Cumberland means
to have the House infer from this that I only
represent a portion of Colchester county, I
might retort upon him, and by the same
mode of argument, prove to the House that
the honourable member himself does not
represent the county of Cumberland, or in fact
anything belonging to Nova Scotia. I could
inform the House that taking the county of
Cumberland on its original boundaries, the
vote was against the honourable gentleman,
but in a polling section recently added to the
county he had a majority sufficient to return
him for the county. I might explain to the
House that in that Parrsboro polling section,
there is a public wharf known all over Nova
Scotia as the Parrsboro Snag. Ever since its
construction this Snag has been a continual
drain upon the public treasury, so much so
that the one gleam of comfort we have in
Nova Scotia is that Confederation relieves us
of the whole cost of its maintenance. The
House will already understand that this con-
tinual expenditure made under the authority
of the honourable member renders him very
popular in that polling section, giving him its
vote and thereby his election. Now, applying
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the honourable gentleman's mode of argu-
ment to his own case, he becomes the rep-
resentative of the Parrboro Snag, and as
that now belongs to the Dominion it follows
that he does not represent any Nova Scotian
interest which gives him leisure to undertake
the task of representing the honourable mem-
ber for Hants (Mr. Howe), which he does in a
manner, which that honourable member calls
misrepresentation. The honourable gentleman
from Cumberland has spent a part of two
days in attempting to prove the member for
Hants inconsistent on the question of Union.
Suppose he should succeed it would only
destroy the assertion he made in the outset
that the result of the Nova Scotia elections
was due to the eloquence of that honourable
member. Suppose it to be true as asserted
that he did in former years indoctrinate the
public mind in favour of Union, then his
subsequent labours would not more than
frustrate his earlier efforts, and, therefore, he
proves his own first assertion incorrect. Great
as is the personal influence of the member for
Hants, the House must not suppose that any
individual influence can create so deep and
strong a feeling as exists in Nova Scotia on
this question, mainly because it is regarded
by the great body of the people as calculated
to prove highly injurious to their interests. I
admit that the feeling is somewhat intensified
by the total disregard of the people's wishes
manifested by the Government. The Member
for Cumberland says his action in advocating
Union in the Provinces was never questioned,
and if there had been a difference of opinion
it would have been tested at the election in
1863. In 1862 the question of Union was
considered set at rest under the resolution of
this House, which was passed with a special
view to that object, and public attention in
Nova Scotia was turned away from the ques-
tion of a Union with Canada to the considera-
tion of a Union of the Maritime Provinces.
In proof of this I will give the words of
the honourable member for Cumberland him-
self in moving a resolution of a Union of the
Maritime Provinces in 1864. He says, speak-
ing of the Union of all British America;-
"Difficulties have been found-I may say
insuperable difficulties-in grappling with
that which so many of the ablest minds in
this country have advocated in connection
with this subject. The Union of the Maritime
Provinces with Canada has hitherto presented
insurmountable obstacles. I had the pleasure
during the past year of visiting Canada, and
conferring frequently and at considerable
length upon the question with public men
from all parts of the Province, and gathered

to a large extent views not only of its public
men but of its people. I may state to the
House that the result of these conversations
and of the information which I was enabled
to obtain has convinced me that for many
years it would be quite impracticable to ob-
tain the larger Union." Again he says, "I am
convinced that whilst the financial condition
of affairs has been such as it has been for
years in Canada, the deficit now between
expenditure and revenue being more than a
million dollars, these Maritime Provinces
would look very doubtfully upon a proposal
which was to unite them with a country that
is placed in a position of such financial em-
barrassment." In the same speech, further on,
he uses this expression, "The House will see
that if such a Union were even in contempla-
tion," and then he makes this declaration,
"That public attention has been turned away
from the greater or a Union of British North
America to a Union of the Maritime Prov-
inces." From these extracts from the honour-
able member's own speech in 1864, it will be
evident that the question of a Union with
Canada could not have been a question at the
polls in the election shortly preceding that
speech, and when a few months later the
honourable member assisted in framing the
Quebec resolutions, and announced to the
people of Nova Scotia his determination to
carry them into effect, if possible, without
consulting them, it was regarded as a sur-
prise, and apart from the merits of the
scheme, excited the strongest indignation. But
the member for Cumberland asserts that in
all the resolutions passed by the Nova Scotia
Legislature at various times, it was not con-
templated to have the question decided at the
hustings. I am sure, sir. the people of Nova
Scotia never for a moment supposed that so
great a change would be made in the Con-
stitution of their country, without ascertain-
ing clearly that they desired it. The member
for Cumberland denies that Lord Durham
proposed to have the question submitted to
the people. Let me set that matter at rest by
reading to the House his exact words: "The
state of the Lower Provinces, though it jus-
tifies the proposal of a Union, would not, I
think, render it gracious, or even just, on the
part of Parliament to carry it into effect
without first referring it for the ample delib-
eration and consent of the people of those
Colonies." This report read by the people of
Nova Scotia in the light of Earl Grey's dis-
patch of the 2nd of March, 1847, which
declares that differences of public opinion
"should be settled at the hustings," gave them
an assurance that their wishes would be
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ascertained and respected on this question. Is
it any wonder then that the people of Nova
Scotia feel indignant at the conduct of their
Government in forcing them to accept this
Union without consulting their wishes, more
especially when they see grave objections in
the terms of this Union, and serious ground
to apprehend that their interests will suffer.
In Nova Scotia we have had but little per-
sonal intercourse with the people of Canada,
but as fellow-colonists, subjects of the same
sovereign and living beneath the same flag,
we felt an interest in their welfare, but
believed that each Province could best pro-
mote its individual interests by preserving its
own identity. Looking at the Provinces in-
cluded in this Act of Confederation we find
interests so distinct and separate that there
will be a tendency to sectional legislation,
which too often produces a conflict of inter-
ests and a sacrifice of the weaker. You have
included an extent of country that cannot be
moved by any one interest or influence any
more than the agitation of one pool can be
made to move the waters of separate and
distinct pools. Sometimes you have storm and
shipwreck upon your lakes here, whilst we
have calm and sunshine down in the Lower
Provinces, and so do we feel that you will
have political storms and tempests in which
the interests of our little Province will be
shipwrecked. We also object to Confederation
on the ground that it will greatly increase the
expense of Legislation and Government to the
whole Provinces. Five Governments have
been organized to do the work performed
hitherto by three. Besides our people felt that
the promotors of this scheme had become so
excited over the idea of a new nationality-a
new Dominion-that they would incur expen-
ditures which would largely increase the bur-
dens of the people. In this respect, so far as
we have the evidence, their fears are to be
realised. The salary of the Governor-General
has been increased about $19,000. The honour-
able member for Cumberland asserts that it
was necessary to have this increase to secure
the best talent of England to work out the
new system. How does the honourable mem-
ber reconcile this assertion with the fact that
we have the same man, and are now paying
to him fifty thousand dollars, while formerly
he received but thirty-one thousand? Does he
mean to say that the noble Lord did not
hitherto give to the administration of public
affairs the full powers of his intellect? Does
he wish us to compare him to a machine in
which there are wheels and powers never
before used-to liken him to an engine that
has only been working hitherto at half power,

[Mr. MeLelan (Colchester)]

and that this increase of salary is to cause the
engine to work at its full capacity? Sir, I
mistake it you have not had questions arising
in the Government of Canada during the past
years which required the exercise of the
whole powers of mind of those at the head of
affairs. The honourable member for St. John
would have us infer from his remarks that it
is necessary to prevent corruptions, and re-
minds us that the widow of the late President
is accused of having accepted presents as
bribes for place and office., If the honourable
member looking down the roll of names of
the illustrious men who have filled the Pres-
idential chair from the days of George
Washington to the present time could find no
other case to suit his argument, he might
have had gallantry enough to have spared a
woman whose lawful husband was so occupied
with the momentous events of the time as to
prevent him giving that attention to his
domestic affairs which we see it required. But
turning to the list of distinguished men from
Durham to Elgin who have governed these
Provinces on the smaller salary, or to the
lists of Lieutenant-Governors, including some
of the best minds in England, with half
that salary, you cannot point to one charged
with official corruption. Again, see the ex-
pense which the unnecessary creation, as
many believe, of so many Heads of Depart-
ments, will involve. The honourable member
for Lennox spoke of the great sacrifice,
which he says, the public men of the Prov-
inces made for Union. Looking along the
Treasury benches at the smiling faces of the
occupants, one feels that it must be a pleas-
ant sacrifice, a happy and profitable kind of
martyrdom, for which I have no doubt there
has been a considerable rivalry. There are
two of the offices now vacant-two altars
without an offering, but we must not suppose
it is because statesmen cannot be found for
the sacrifice, when it is the country only that
bleeds. And let us see to what extent.
Turning to your official returns I take a
number of the Heads of Departments coming
first on the list, and find the average cost to
be nearly forty thousand dollars, this multi-
plied by thirteen will show that in the sac-
rifice spoken of by the honourable member,
the country will be bled to the extent of half
a million dollars. The honourable member for
Cumberland, however, advises retrenchment,
and that the two vacant offices be abolished.
He should have spared his friend who held
the office of Home Secretary. He would have
the House believe that the people of Col-
chester were unkind to that honourable gen-
tleman in refusing to elect him, but the
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member for Cumberland is much more un-
kind in charging him with accepting and
holding so long as possible an office which he
thinks the public necessities do not require.
Nay, more, the honourable member is unkind
to himself, as he came here from Nova Scotia
to assist in the formation of the Cabinet, and
aided in creating these two offices. But the
people of Nova Scotia believe that while an
increased expenditure will be made in the
general administration, that it will bear es-
pecially hard upon them under the lowest
tariff of the Confederated Provinces. We
raised a larger revenue per head of the
population than any of the others, and we see
that when our tariff is made equal to the
others, we shall be taxed out of all proportion
for the maintenance of the General Gov-
ernment. Taking the importations of Nova
Scotia for a year, and applying to them the
tariff of Canada, we found it gave an increase
of about fifty percent. or $633,000, for which
the people see no just return. Not only was it
evident that there would be this increase of
taxation for general purposes, but the allow-
ance for local purposes fell short of what the
people had al along been accustomed to.
Our revenue, even with the low tariff was
sufficient to provide for the necessary Public
Works, and maintain all those local services
of the country which here are provided for
by the counties, and in consequence our di-
rect taxation was a mere trife. Last year our
Legislature gave for the maintenance of roads
and bridges nearly double the sum that you
here in this great country were able to pro-
vide, but under this arrangement our local
expenditure will have to be reduced from two
dollars a head to about one dollar twelve
cents. Our grants for roads and for education
last year, were within two thousand dollars
of what our whole local revenue would have
been under Confederation. To these and other
points, on which we feel the injustice of the
terms to which we are compelled, at least for
a time, to submit, may be attributed the
result of the election in Nova Scotia. The
honourable member for Cumberland tells the
House that there are advantages which Nova
Scotia will reap in this Confederation; I
have only to say that he entirely failed to
convince the people of Nova Scotia of any
real and substantial benefits. He speaks of the
development of our mining, and the promo-
tion of our commercial interests. Turning to
the official returns from our mines, we find
the argument against him. In 1863 we raised
429,351 tons of coal, and in 1865, 651,220 tons,
an increase of 221,869 tons, and in that year,
1865, only sent to Canada 21,000 tons, and the
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trade in coal as free, as it can be under Con-
federation; in the first year of which there has
been a falling off of 300,000 tons. I do
not, however, mean to attribute this to
Confederation, I only wish to show that the
development of our coal interest is affected
by influences entirely outside of Canada. And
then how is Confederation to benefit our
commercial interests? How is it to promote
our greatest interest, our shipping? It has
been stated in this debate that proportionate
to our population we are the greatest ship-
owning people on the globe; but does this
country tend very largely to furnish them
employment? We have probably more ships
in the Port of Calcutta, in any day of the
year, than we have in all the ports of Canada.
We do not deny to your people a fair share of
commercial energy and enterprise, but it has
its own peculiar channels, and is occupied
about the interests found within the country;
interests which differ materially from ours,
and when the proposition is made to place
our commercial interests under your control,
for the purpose, as the honourable member
says, of developing it, an idea of the ridicu-
lous presents itself to the mind such as one
feels in seeing a hen appointed stepmother to
a flock of ducks. The natural instincts of the
one are inland, that of the others out upon
the waters. True, you have abundances of
waters for the transit of the products of your
country, and could you only exchange your
magnificent lakes, your great rolling rivers
and lay like Nova Scotia in the warm em-
brace of the great Atlantic; could you feel all
through the year the ceaseless throb of the
mighty ocean quickening and strengthening
in all your arteries, the pulsations of trade
and commerce, then might we believe that an
alliance with you would tend to stimulate and
foster our commercial interests. But five
months out of twelve your rivers and lakes
are frozen and impassable, while Nova Scotia
has ever round about her, is ever clasped in
the arms of the sea, and, therefore, if she is to
have a nursing mother for her trade and
commerce it must be "a Kingdom down by
the sea,"

-the open and the free.
The ever, ever sounding sea.

Free trade among the Provinces has been
spoken of as one of the advantages to follow
Confederation. If it were desirable to have
the free trade enlarged it could have been
easily arranged by the several Governnents.
The honourable member for Cumberland has
reminded the House that we are to receive
great benefits from the Intercolonial Railway.
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I admit, sir, that we do anticipate advantages
from the building of at least a portion of this
road, and in all the negotiations respecting its
construction, we in Nova Scotia, have always
been willing to contribute our fair share.
Taking the work as originally contemplated
and as now proposed in the Act of Union to
connect the St. Lawrence with the City of
Halifax, it will be seen that we have already
built sixty miles, which is more than our
share, and not only have we built sixty
miles, but we had actually contracted for the
building of about twenty miles more than our
share of the balance from Truro to Riviere
du Loup. So that, if you here in Canada,
desired the Intercolonial Railway, either for
your own or general purposes, all that was
required of you was to build your share
according to population. That the road has
not been built is your fault, not ours. But,
Mr. Speaker, this railway has been a power-
ful argument with the Union Candidates of
Cumberland and Colchester. Surveyors and
engineers were continually moving about the
various villages on the pretence of seeking
the best location, and almost every man had
the promise of the road at his door. I do not,
however, detain the House with the recital of
the various influences used by our opponents
to carry the election. That they all failed
should prove conclusively by that the people
of Nova Scotia have a deep feeling of aver-
sion to Confederation. So deep and strong is
this feeling, that they are determined to seek
by all constitutional means to be relieved
from its operation. They do not expect it
from this Parliament, and therefore, we have
not presented our case in the manner we
should, had we hoped for redress here. Our
hopes are on the other side of the water. It
may be, that we shall be disappointed. If so, I
shall not venture to speculate the effect upon
the minds of the people. One thing, however,
is certain, that in case of failure very much
will depend upon the line of policy pursued
by the Confederate Government towards the
people of Nova Scotia, whether their feelings
of hostility shall be strengthened and inten-
sified, or calmed into passive submission. Our
loyalty has been spoken of in this debate, and
no man now seems to question it, although
during the canvass, we were on all occasions
charged with disloyalty, because we did not
quietly submit to what we believe to be a
sacrifice of our interests and rights. Even the
honourable member for Cumberland, in the
speech just delivered, withdraws the charge,
but reasserts that we had the sympathy and
support of all who seek the overthrow of

[Mr. MeLellan (Colchester)]

British institutions. We do not know upon
what authority the honourable gentleman
speaks. When I saw the statement reported in
his first address to this House, it occurred to
me that probably the honourable member
spoke from a personal knowledge, and a more
intimate acquaintance with the sympathies of
that class of persons to whom he refers than
any Anti-Confederate cares to cultivate. No,
Mr. Speaker, it is not in a spirit of disloyalty
that we seek to relieve Nova Scotia from the
operations of this Act, but because we believe
that the interests of our Province will be best
served by allowing her to manage her own
affairs and control her own revenues. So long
as our connection with the Mother Country
exists, and God grant that it may long contin-
ue, we see no necessity for a connection such
as this, which must inevitably result in a
conflict of interests. Our people desire to live
in peace with you, and to cultivate only those
feelings of friendship which should exist be-
tween Provinces of the same Empire. We
have a Province, small it may be, but with
resources which if properly developed, as
they only can be by having control of our
own means, would soon place us in a position
which it should be your pride to see a sister
Province occupy. You, too, have a country
containing many of the elements of prosperi-
ty and greatness, which only requires wise
management and an economical disposal of
your means to attain. We who come up from
the Lower Provinces, cannot but be surprised
at the extent of your country, and the
progress you have made. You have public
works highly creditable to you. I do not so
much mean these expensive buildings in
which we are assembled, as those more useful
works which tend to facilitate internal com-
munication and traffic. That wonderful bridge
stretching across the St. Lawrence at Mon-
treal is a work of which any country might
well be proud. The eye never wearies with it,
but the mind finds it difficult to realize that it
is the result of human skill and enterprise. I
remember on first passing beneath it that I
felt almost like bowing, the head uncovered,
as if in the presence of something so grand
and sublime that the finger of God himself
must have touched and formed it. What we
desire is to be unfettered and free, to develop
our own resources, and at the same time to
see you building up a country worthy of the
noble foundations which have been laid. We
do not want to see in you the cold statue,
void of blood described by the honourable
member for Saint John, nor yet a ghastly
skeleton, but a brother with the bounding
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blood of vigorous growing life. One who will
return our kindliest greeting and never forget
the command that a man shall not marry his
sister, not do her violence.

Mr. Young went on to refer to the state-
ment of the Minister of Public Works, that
the $15,000,000 for the Intercolonial Railway
would be used to strengthen the position of
the Ministry, and to the strong bids for
support made by the Premier of Ontario at
Hamilton, and elsewhere. Mr. Young referred
also to the cry of disloyalty which had been
raised against the opposition in order to influ-
ence the elections, and expressed his as-
tonishment-nay, disgust, that the individual
who harped most upon this cry, was no other
than the gentleman who only a few short
years ago, was daily attacked by Conserva-
tive members, and by the whole Conservative
press for his Washington proclivities. By such
means as these that Government had carried
the elections in Ontario; but he believed the
detailed returns of the elections would show
that, though Ministers had got a majority of
the representatives, the gentlemen on his side
represented a majority still of the people of
the Province. Referring to the promise of a
measure relating to the currency, Mr. Young
brought under review the results of the
Banking Act of last session. They had been
asked by gentlemen opposite to point out how
that Act had operated injuriously with refer-
ence to the Commercial Bank. He would
endeavour to show one way in which it had
done so. Formerly, the balances between diff-
erent Banks had been adjusted at certain
central points. At those points alone it was
necessary to keep specie for that purpose; but
when the Bank of Montreal obtained the
power given them by that Act, they intro-
duced a change, and made it necessary for
the other Banks to settle their balances at all
the species through the country. The conse-
quence was that the Commercial Bank had
to send large amounts of specie to its differ-
ent offices to meet these balances, creating a
weakness which, he believed, had much to do
with the overthrow of that institution. Mr.
Young then urged the importance of the
economical administration of public affairs in
working out our new constitution, and wound
up with a glowing picture of the future
destiny of this Confederation, if its course
was directed by wise counsels and a patriotic
policy.

Mr. Fortier spoke on the importance of the
Gulf of St. Lawrence, of improvements, to
attract western and colonial commerce, and
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of the protection to be given to the filsheries.
Answering Mr. Howe, Mr. Fortier said that
Canadian fishermen never went to Nova
Scotia waters, and there were more Nova
Scotian than Canadian fishermen in Canada
waters, and consequently Nova Scotia did not
lose her fisheries by Confederation.

Mr. Harrison said-Mr. Speaker, in rising
to address this House, I must claim the indul-
gence usually granted to new members. When
the debate on the Address was commenced I
had no intention whatever of addressing the
House, but seeing the favour with which the
remarks of new members have been received,
I feel encouraged to make some remarks. The
assembly now before me is the most impor-
tant that I have ever addressed. I see before
me the first talent of Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick, Quebec and Ontario, assembled
from all parts of our great Dominion. We are
here not as Nova Scotians, New Brunswick-
ers, but as representatives of the whole Do-
minion of Canada, and as such must rise to
the importance of the character we bear. This
assembly is the most important ever held in
any part of British America. In its hands it
holds the destinies of half a continent. I
observe on the opposite side of the House a
desire at once to draw strict party lines on
the floor of the House. I am not here to
undervalue the worth of party. But Reform,
as a principle, is not the exclusive property of
Reformers, any more than conservatism is the
exclusive property of Conservatives. (Hear,
hear.) History proves that at times Reformers
have been more Conservative than Conser-
vatives, and Conservatives more Reform than
Reformers. We have now an instance in Nova
Scotia. It is asserted by the honourable mem-
ber for Cumberland, and has not been denied,
that the Union Party, or party of progress, in
that Province, are the Conservatives, led by
himself, and the opposing or non-progressive
party, the so-called Liberals, led by the mem-
ber for Hants. (Hear, hear.) The formation of
parties in this House must depend upon
measures and not upon personal predilec-
tions. For the present we have placed the
interests of our common country above the
claims of party. The Act of Confederation
was gained by the united exertions of Con-
servatives and Reformers, but all must feel
that the Union is not perfected until we have
uniformity of the laws regulating trade, navi-
gation, customs, excise, postage and Militia
defence. When the Government was formed it
appeared to me entitled to a fair trial before
condemnation, because composed of the best
men of all political parties in all the Prov-
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inces-the men who by their energy, talent
and sacrifices had brought us as far as we
have gone in the path of national manhood.
(Hear, hear.) But others were in Ontario of a
different opinion. There was in the first in-
stance strong opposition to the Government.
There was the opposition of those who said
down with the Government, because it is a
Coalition, and every Coalition is a curse. But
this cry was devoid of sense or reason. I
would like to know how all the great ques-
tions that have agitated Canada to its very
core have been settled except by Coalitions.
(Hear, hear.) It was a Coalition that settled
the Clergy Reserves Question. It was a
Coalition that settled the Seignorial Ques-
tion. It was a Coalition that brought about
the Act of Confederation, and the present
Coalition Government in order that it may
have a chance of perfecting the details of this
measure, has been thoroughly sustained in
the Province of Ontario. The Coalition party
has swept everything before them in that
Province at the polls. But let us rise superior
to sectional disputes or local politics. We have
now a Union of the Provinces of Ontario,
Quebec, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.
This Union is not a thought of yesterday. It is
the realization of the aspirations of the leading
men of each of the Provinces for the last half
century. In each there was a growth of public
opinion in favour of it, and all converged at
the right time in the great measure now the
law of the land. The member for Hants says
he again and again killed it off in his own
Province, but still it appears to have grown. It
appears to have had many lives, for the more
it was killed the longer and stronger it grew
(laughter.) But I was amused at the way in
which that honourable gentleman killed it off.
He killed it off by speaking in favour of it
(laughter.) This showed the growth of public
sentiment which he could not resist, and was
obliged to lead (hear.) We have nothing to do
with the inconsistencies of that honourable
gentleman, except as affecting his sincerity
on the floor of this House. i agree with him,
that even if he were inconsistent, that is no
reason why the people of this Province
should be deprived of their rights in an
improper manner. And my regret is that that
honourable gentleman has descended from
his high position as one of the leading states-
men of the Dominion, to fight the battle
of mere sectionalism on the floor of this
House. But what have we to do with the
manner in which Confederation was carried
as regards Nova Scotia? With us Confeder-
ation is a fixed fact. The question is not
whether the member for Hants was consist-

[Mr. Harrison (Toronto West)]

ent or inconsistent; not whether the mode
adopted towards Nova Scotia was the best
mode; and whether the Union is not an
advantage to the whole Dominion, including
Nova Scotia as an integral part of it. If so, it
is a subject of congratulation; if not, the
reverse. I affirm that it is a subject of con-
gratulation, and hope that all present will
lend a willing assistance in order to make it
perfect. I affirm that it is a subject of
congratulation, because by it several small
Colonies are made a great and powerful
people. (Hear, hear.) Strength is power, and
wealth is power, and where we have a dis-
creet people, with strength and wealth, we
have a great people. Let us take stock of our
new partnership. Let us see how we stand at
the start of our new commercial and political
career. We have a country whose area is
377,045 square miles, with one exception larg-
er than any of the States of Europe. Mere
area perhaps, without population is a source
of weakness. But we have a population of
about 4,000,000-a population greater than
that of 38 out of the 48 states of Europe-and
greater than that of the United States of
America when they first became an in-
dependent power. Canada before Confeder-
ation had not more than 534,575 men between
the ages of 20 and 60, but since Confederation
we have not less than 653,567 fighting men.
We have added not less than 1,000,000 of
consumers to our whole population, and not
less than 100,000 fighting men to our military
strength. Besides we have acquired great
strength on the sea, where we were in most
need of strength. Before the Union we had
only 5,958 sailors, and most of these on our
inland waters. Now we can boast of 28,360
sailors, and when we shall have Newfound-
land as a member of our national partnership
we shall have no less than 66,938 sailors, and
so become one of the great maritime powers
of the world. Before the Union our shipping
was represented by a tonnage of 287,187 tons,
but now we can boast of 708,421 tons, nearly
as much as that of France with a population
of 35,000,000. (Minister of Justice-our ton-
nage is as large as that of France). Mr.
Harrison-if we could now count New-
foundland and Prince Edward Island as parts
of our Dominion, I believe it would be as
large, but without those Provinces I think our
tonnage is a little less than that of France.) A
great impetus must be given to shipbuilding,
a most important branch of native industry.
The number of ships built in Canada, Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick in 1863, repre-
sented 199,821 tons-nearly as much as the
shipbuilding interest of the whole United
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States of America before the war broke out.
The shipbuilding of the United States in the
year 1861 was 233,193 tons. Now our tonnage
of say 200,000 tons represents an export value
of not less than $8,000,000. (Hear, hear.) The
tonnage of Canada in and out before the
Union was only 2,133,000 tons, and this was
chiefly in our inland lakes, but now we have
an increased tonnage on the seas in and out
of 5,597,236 tons, making not less than 7,-
730,236 tons on inland waters and the
sea. This reminds me of that great mine of
wealth, the products of the sea. Before
Confederation, taking the year 1866 as our
guide, the value of the fish caught in Canada
was not more than $1,918,000. But during the
saie year, the produce of the Fisheries of
Nova Scotia was $3,478,000, and of New
Brunswick $867,000, making a total of $6,-
263,000; if to this we could add Newfound-
land and Prince Edward Island, we should
have not less than $10,837,000 as the value of
our Fisheries, (hear, hear.) This, however,
though enormous, only represents a small
portion of our trade and industry. Before
Confederation our export trade was $11,841,-
000, and our imports $45,964,000. But adding
the export and import trade of Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick, we have an aggregate
export and import trade of not less than
$133,185,687. This immense trade will, we
hope, come and go through the ports of Saint
John and Halifax, and cannot fail to enrich
every city through which it passes, and make
those cities the New York and Boston of our
new Dominion (hear, hear.) Indeed, I cannot
understand why the people of Halifax oppose
Confederation. If they were out of the Union
the vast trade to which I have referred would
be diverted exclusively to Saint John, and
build up that city at the expense of Halifax.
The policy which would ignore that trade is
not a good policy. It is said that the banking
and mercantile interests of Halifax control
Nova Scotia, and that last election they swept
the Union party out of existence. How is this?
Is it possible that their interests dread oppo-
sition? (Hear, hear.) Is it possible that the
bankers and merchants of Halifax are pre-
pared to sacrifice the interests of their
Province for their own selfish ends? (Hear,
hear.) They have done well and want to let
well enough alone. They have made money
and don't care to allow others to have a
chance. They dread opposition. They are sat-
isfied to remain as they are, rather than
encounter the opposition and the expansion
which this great scheme must necessarily
produce. (Hear, hear.) But the world cannot
stand still in order that the merchants and

bankers of Halifax may remain rich. They
cannot and they will not long resist the
destiny of our Confederation. The people of
that Province must ere long have their eyes
opened, and burst the bonds with which they
are enslaved by the selfish Halifax interests.
(Hear, hear.) I believe firmly that if there is
one Province to gain more than another by
Confederation, it is Nova Scotia, and if one
city more than another, it is Halifax. (Hear,
hear.) It, with Saint John, will hold the key
of our immense western trade, which year by
year must increase and enrich the cities of
the Maritime Provinces. (Hear, hear.) In re-
turn we hope to avail ourselves extensively,
not only of the fisheries, but of the coal of the
Maritime Provinces. Our western vessels, that
will carry down our breadstuffs, will have
return cargoes of coal and fish, and this must
reduce freights and so establish a trade that
will be a source of profit alike to al parts of
the Dominion. We are not, however, depend-
ent on fisheries, coal or manufacturing for
our support. It is true that we have the
attraction of the fisheries and coal of the
Maritime Provinces, and the timber trade and
great manufacturing interests of the Province
of Quebec. But we have more, we have an
immense agricultural interest, especially in
the West. There are 44,217,552 acres of land
in the hands of private parties, and therefore
I assume in great part fit for cultivation. Of
this there are not more than 12,718,754 acres
under cultivation, leaving 31,498,798 fit for
cultivation, yet to be cultivated. Besides, we
have the boundless territory of the North-
west, capable of supporting millions yet un-
born. Now, if with 12,000,000 acres of land
under cultivation, we have a population of
4,000,000, we shall not have less than a popu-
lation of 10,000,000 with 30,000,000 acres un-
der cultivation, and this population will be in
the time of many now on the floor of this
House. (Hear, hear.) I ask Mr. Speaker if the
contemplation of these facts and of this fu-
ture, should not of itself raise us far above
local politics or sectional jealousies. Let us
endeavour to become a great nation, and we
shall be a great nation. Let us endeavour to
encourage a national sentiment, and learn to
feel our own importance and our own
greatness among the great nations of the
earth. (Hear, hear.) There are advantages
arising out of the Union to which as yet I
have made no reference. I cannot overlook
the effect of an extended market for our
produce-the breaking down of hostile tariffs,
of hostile interests. Had the United States
remained as at one time they were, colonies
independent of each other, walled against
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each other with different tariffs and hostile
interests in relation to trade, they never could
have become the people they are now. But
there are advantages for us as well abroad as
at home. Our Canadian five per cents at one
time stood as low as 71 in the London mar-
ket. When the resolutions in favour of
Confederation were first published in the
London press our securities rose from 71 to
92, and on the day that the Confederation Bill
became law they rose to par. (Hear, hear.)
Now what are the objections urged by our
friends from Nova Scotia against Confeder-
ation? They tell us that we have taken their
revenue, and pay them back only 80 cents per
head of their population. But this is not the
whole truth. If we have taken a portion of
their revenues we have assumed their debt to
the extent of $25 per head, and have assumed
to a certain extent the responsibility of their
defence. They complain of our debt and fear
taxation. It is true that our debt at the time
of the Union was $67,263,995, and assuming
as we do the debts of Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, we have a debt of $77,825,533, but
this debt represents value in great national
public works, our railways, canals, and ship-
ping. It has been incurred to assist us in the
development of our natural resources. The
effect of the expenditure has been in all the
Provinces to increase the value of real estate
far more than the expenditure itself. It has
brought the producer and the consumer more
nearly face to face, and so lessened the price
of transport; it has not been incurred as in
many of the older countries of Europe, for the
support of an expensive aristocracy or court.
It represents material value. And even with
this great advantage in our favour, as com-
pared with the older States of Europe, our
taxation is less than in 42 out of the 48 of the
European States. (Hear, hear.) The member
for Hants tells us that our long frontier is a
great source of weakness. Granted; but is it
only a source of weakness to us? Is it not as
much a source of weakness to our neigh-
bours? If our cities are exposed to their
attack, their cities are exposed to our attack.
And when our population in the war of 1812
was not one-twentieth of that of the United
States, we were not content to be merely
defensive. (Hear, hear.) What we did then we
can do again, if necessary. What man did,
that man can do. But the large debt of the
United States is a hostage to us for peace,
and I believe there never was less danger of
war with the United States than at the pres-
ent time, (hear, hear.) But says the member
for Hants, you have no army, no navy-you
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are powerless. My reply is that we have the
finest army and navy in the world-the army
and navy of England. The English army is
our army. The English navy is our navy, and
war with us is war with England, (hear,
hear.) The power of the British Empire is at
our back, and the moral defence which that
affords defies computation. With increased
advantages no doubt we shall have increased
responsibilities, but we shall never unless at
our own request be deserted by England,
(applause.) Have we not reason to look hope-
fully to our future? Why should we not
become a great and powerful nation? We
have a country, with one exception larger
than any in Europe; we have a population
greater than 38 out of the 48 States of Eur-
ope; we have a population larger than the
United States at the time they became an
independent power; we have every variety
for nation industry, agriculture, manufactures
and commerce; we have unbounded natural
resources; we have an export and import
trade one-third greater than the United
States when they became an independent pow-
er; we are even now the fourth, if not the
third, Maritime Power of the world; we have
a hardy, honest and enterprising population;
we have room for millions added to our
population; we have great national public
works; we have every means of expansion
and extension; we have as great facilities for
progress as the United States had in their
infancy as a Nation, indeed we have greater
facilities, for we start in peace, they started
in war, we with our mother's blessing, they
without it, and in addition to all we have
what they had not, the modern appliances of
steam and electricity-the great motive pow-
ers of civilization. If we rise to the dignity of
our position, remain true to ourselves, en-
courage national manhood, foster national
sentiment, and exert ourselves in the future
as we have done in the past, we shall make
as much progress in the first five years of our
existence as the United States did in the first
ten of theirs, and gain among the nations of
the earth which will be a pride to ourselves,
and I trust the admiration of the civilized
world. (Great applause.)

Mr. Parker thought it better if this house
were to follow the example of the English
House of Commons and pass the Address
without such a lengthy debate as had oc-
curred on this occasion, and proceeded to
speak of the benefits of Confederation, but at
the expiration of a few moments becoming
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confused he apologized to the House saying
he found his thoughts not under his control,
and would beg permission to continue on
some other occasion.

Mr. Hayley expressed his full approbation
of Confederation and the resolutions, and
hoped the Colonial Union will bring prosperi-
ty, union and harmony between all creeds
and nationalities.

Mr. M. C. Cameron, would make a few
observations. His honourable friend from
Hants did not present the appearance he had
been led to expect from the description of the
Minister of Public Works. From that descrip-
tion he expected to see horns and a tail. He
had listened to the member for Hants with
pleasure, and felt that Nova Scotia had cause
of complaint, and when he had heard the
leader of the Government supporters from
Nova Scotia (Dr. Tupper) he was convinced
that Nova Scotia had a grievance. He argued
that any constitution to gain any hold upon
the heart of the people must have the assent
of the people at the polls. He thought that
appeal was not necessary in Ontario when
Confederation had few opponents, and where
side issues would have taken the place of
that great question. But ungenerous as the
conduct of the Government had been, he
appealed to his friends from Nova Scotia to
ask themselves whether it would not be bet-
ter to accept the Union and join those who
would endeavour to do them justice in the
future. He attacked the financial policy of the
Government, saying that when the Ministry
brought down their financial measures if jus-
tice were not done the honourable member
for Hants would have another name to his
demand for repeal. He next proceeded to
advert to the influences arrayed against him
at his election by the Government and Grand
Trunk Railway, and replied to some points in
the speech of the member for West Toronto,
particularly to his claim that the country was
indebted to the Conservatives for Clergy
Reserves and Seignorial measures, and Rep-
resentation by Population. In putting in
such a claim he thought the honourable mem-
ber for Toronto showed that he had not paid
that attention to the policies of the country
which might have been expected of a man of
his large attainments. The two measures first
named had long been battled for by Re-
formers, and were only conceded at last by
the Conservatives along with the white-wash-
ing of the Hincks' ministry as the price of
office. As regarded Representation by Popu-
lation, it had been long and strenuously relat-
ed by the Minister of Justice and his friends,

and in the end had been only extorted from
them by the force of public opinion.

Mr. E. M. McDonald said Mr. Speaker, an
honourable gentleman in the course of debate
to-day, told us that the House had listened
with great forbearance to the complaints and
the history of the local strifes of Nova Scotia.
On behalf of that Province I thank this House
for the patience it has exhibited; but at the
same time I cannot accept the position of in-
feriority implied in the remark. The patron-
izing idea which intimates that the represent-
atives of the Provinces of Quebec and Ontario
exhibit a gracious condescension in consent-
ing to listen to this debate, can be very well
dispensed with. The position of Nova Scotia in
the Dominion is not that of an inferior; and
her representatives in this House demand for
her the same consideration that is claimed by
the more populous Canadian Provinces. And,
sir, it was a mistake to speak of the topics
treated of in this debate as mere local griev-
ances-a history of local electioneering
strife. The subject has an importance far
beyond mere party considerations, or sec-
tional interests. The story of Nova Scotia's
wrongs, of her lost liberties, and the compul-
sion under which she was forced into the
Union, is one affecting not Nova Scotia alone,
but affecting also the honour and interests of
the whole Dominion, and of the British
Empire; and therefore, it becomes the duty of
this House, not as a matter of condescension
or courtesy, but as a matter of right and
justice, to listen to the protest of Nova Scotia
through her representatives here, that her
present position may be understood, and her
future policy and determination prepared
for. I regret, sir, that the Government
should have thought it necessary to ask the
House to adopt an Address to His Excellency
the Governor-General, couched in language
which is little short of an insult to the
Province, one of whose counties I have the
honour to represent. Sir, the representatives
of Nova Scotia must be excused if they
decline to join in congratulating His Excel-
lency on the success of the Confederation
scheme. Congratulations and rejoicings are
for the victors and not for the vanquished.
Canada may rejoice at the success of her
strategy; but it is too much to expect of Nova
Scotia that she will rejoice at the loss of her
political institutions and her political liber-
ties. When the gallant Lee, surrounded and
overpowered by superior numbers, and de-
prived of al hope of being able to successful-
ly prolong the struggle, at last surrendered to
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the victorious legions of Grant, the victors
indulged, as was natural, in national demon-
strations of rejoicing at the event; but they
did not insult the brave old general and his
shattered battalions by compelling them to
join in any jubilant expressions of gladness
over the discomfiture of their hopes and the
downfall of their country. <Hear, hear.) Nova
Scotia is in this Dominion as a conquered
country, deprived by most foul and unfair
means of her long enjoyed privilege of self-
government; and the men whom her people
have sent to represent them in this House, to
protest against the injustice and wrong that
has been done her, to claim for her equal
rights with the other Provinces while in the
Dominion, and a speedy release from bond-
age, have not yet learned to kiss their fetters
and smile at their country's dishonour. The
honourable member who last addressed you,
in common with all the representatives from
Ontario and Quebec who have taken part in
the debate, assumed that Nova Scotia's com-
plaint was only against the mode in which
Confederation was carried, and not against
the thing itself. Let me disabuse the minds of
honourable gentlemen in the House of that
fallacy. Nova Scotia's hostility to the measure
lies deeper than any mere punctilious views
of political etiquette as to the mode of its
accomplishment. True, her people do com-
plain, and justly, of the trickery and corrup-
tion by which Confederation was carried; but
their main ground of complaint is against the
thing itself, which they believe, even if it had
been brought about by fair and constitutional
means, must always prove injurious to the
chief industrial interests of their Province.
When the outlines of the scheme were first
made public after the Quebec Conference, the
people of Nova Scotia instinctively shrank
from it as a dangerous thing. They felt that
for a people situated as they were, living by
the seashore, and largely interested in mari-
time pursuits, to surrender their self-govern-
ment, and unite with an inland country of
larger population, with diverse interests, and
with different, and it may be a hostile com-
mercial policy, was a very unwise experi-
ment. For over eighty years they had had a
Legislature of their own, under whose foster-
ing care they were rapidly acquiring a large
degree of material prosperity. Under the wise
and liberal legislation of their own Parlia-
ment, not only were the local trade of the
country, its fisheries and other home indus-
tries promoted, but the largest facilities were
given for the development of the shipbuild-
ing capabilities of the Province, and a coi-
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mercial navy was created, which gave to
Nova Scotia a large share of the foreign
carrying trade, and placed her in the proud
position of being, in proportion to population,
the foremost maritime country on the face of
the globe. Sir, Nova Scotia might well be
proud of her ships, and her sailors, for in
every sea, in every harbour, in all the great
commercial centres of the world, wherever
the free trading system of the mother country
has carried the British flag, there could be
found a Nova Scotia ship and a Nova Scotia
crew, bearing abroad the name and fame of
their country, successfully competing in for-
reign marts with the most favoured and pow-
erful maritime rivals, and winning wealth
and renown to enrich and elevate their native
land. The people of that Province felt, sir,
that to change the system that had produced
these grand results, to enter into any new
political connections that would deprive them
of the control of their own commercial sys-
tem-to surrender into the hands of an inland
people with whom they had hitherto had but
few interests in common, the power to control
their commercial system, to say under what
tariff they should trade, with what countries
they should buy and sell, was an exceedingly
hazardous step, and one that could scarcely
result otherwise than disastrously to the
country that made the experiment. While
entertaining these views, however, the people
felt no dread of such a measure being thrust
upon them. True, they saw the leaders of the
two great political parties in that Province,
with a most sudden and suspiclous forget-
fulness of past antipathies, combine for its
accomplishment, but they knew that the hon-
est convictions of the large majority of their
representatives were hostile to the measure,
and they rested confident and trustful behind
the double line of defences they thought they
possessed in their own legislature, and in the
British Parliament, neither of which, they felt
convinced, would ever consent to make such
a sweeping change, a change that was in
effect no less than a total subversion of the
political institutions of the country, without
the consent of the people. But they did not
content themselves merely with this passive
confidence in their members; they took the
proper and constitutional mode of bringing
their views before the legislature of the
Province, and from every county petitions
with thousands of signatures were poured
into both Houses, asking that a measure in-
volving such radical changes, and calculated
to affect so seriously the interests of the
country should not be passed without the
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consent of the people. A very brief glance at
a few salient features of the policy pursued
with respect to the question from that time
down to the date of its final accomplishment,
will show how much reason Nova Scotians
have to complain of the trickery, corruption
and coercion by which the autonomy of their
Province was destroyed, and their political
status changed. In the session of 1865, the
honourable member from Cumberland, then
Provincial Secretary, and leader of the Gov-
ernment of Nova Scotia, stated in his place in
the House, that Confederation was at that
time impracticable, and would not be at-
tempted. Lulled into a false security by this
statement, and by the favourable reception
accorded to their petitions, the people as-
sumed that the movement, as far as that
Province was concerned, was practically at
an end, and made no further effort to pre-
serve the constitution from encroachment.
But by-and-by a change came. A second
election was held in New Brunswick. It is not
my place to enter into particulars as to the
secret and extraordinary influence by which
the dissolution of the New Brunswick House
was accomplished. Enough to say it was ac-
complished; and by means that even the wid-
est range of courtesy will scarcely enable us
to suppose were as honourable as. they were
successful, a majority in favour of Confed-
eration was secured at the polls in that
Province. Then commenced in Nova Scotia
the system of petty intrigues that at last
culminated in the corruption of the legisla-
ture and the passing of a resolution in the
House of Assembly, authorizing a new con-
vention to assemble in London. Al sorts of
influences, fair and unfair, were used to in-
duce members of the House to abandon their
principles, and violate the instructions they
had received from their constituents. Even
the Lieutenant-Governor of the Province for-
got his dignity and dishonoured his position
by playing the part of a petty canvasser. All
those official and social influences within the
control of his high station, were freely used,
and he did not hesitate even to misuse the
name of the sovereign whom he represented,
to influence those whose principles he sought
to subvert. Senatorships and seats in the
Legislative Council of the Province, were
among the prices paid to some of the pure
minded patriots, whose sudden conversion
was so fatal to the liberties of their country.
Thus by the treachery of the Executive, that
first lulled the people into a false sense of
security in order that their representatives
might be more easily seduced, was the first
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barrier on which the people depended for the
safety of their constitution, broken down.
Even then, the country although alarmed was
not disheartened. It was believed that any
measure framed by the Convention would
have to be approved, not only by the British
Parliament, but also by the Provincial Leg-
islature, when the people would still have an
opportunity to be heard, and could cause
their influence to be felt. The mother country
having conceded to Nova Scotia the right of
self-government-having given that Province
a Legislature, clothed with power to make all
the laws necessary for the management of its
affairs, no one could believe that the Par-
liament of Great Britain would supercede the
functions and override the authority of that
Colonial Legislature, or that the Home
Government, forgetting the traditions, the
very first principles of political freedom and
constitutional rights, should compel the peo-
ple of the Province to be governed by a law
which their own Legislature had never enact-
ed, for which they had never asked, and
against which they had protested in the
strongest terms. Relying confidently on the
manliness and love of fair play supposed to
be inherent in the race of British statesmen,
the people of Nova Scotia confidently ap-
pealed by petition to the Parliament at
Westminster, asking to be permitted to decide
for themselves, this question so deeply affect-
ing their present and future welfare. In this
last hope they were disappointed-this last
and strongest barrier for the defence of their
rights was broken down by the action of foes
within and without-the pleading prayers of
a suppliant people were spurned aside, even
from the very altar of the temple of liberty,
and British subjects in Nova Scotia were
denied the rights which the highest tribunal
on earth would not dare to deny to the
British subject in England. I do not, Mr.
Speaker, deny the power of Parliament, to
dispose of this question in the manner adopt-
ed. But even admitting the correctness of the
theory which says there is no limit to the
power of Parliament, I deny the right of the
Legislature to destroy the Constitution under
which it exists without the popular consent
or contrary to the popular will. Admitting the
power, was it right, or was it decent even for
a people, trained for over half a century to
cherish their political institutions, thus by an
arbitrary exercise of that power, and for no
fault of which they were guilty, by one fell
stroke to be swung out of their Constitutional
orbit, and thrown into a new system and
amidst new alliances, where distrusts, and
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suspicions, and heartburnings, springing out
of a sense of injustice and wrong, must long
prevent the harmonious working of the new
state of things, if it does not cause it speedily
to end in disruption and disaster. But Mr.
Speaker, the House has been told, I think, by
the honourable member from West Toronto,
that Nova Scotia has no right to bring this
story of her admitted grievances here, be-
cause in al this, it is assumed that she can
have no complaint against Canada. The
wrongs she has suffered, we are told, were
wrongs inflicted by her own people or by the
Parliament of England, and that Canada is
not to blame for them, and ought not to be
bored with their rehearsal in this place. Sir, I
cannot consent to allow this view of the case
to be accepted by the House without contra-
diction. I hold, sir, that for all this story of
wrong and oppression the statesmen of
Canada are chiefly, if not wholly to blame;
for who that knows the circumstances, but
must admit that but for the patronage of the
Dominion about to be established, that was
placed by the statesmen of Canada at the
disposal of their co-workers in Nova Scotia,
the Confederation scheme never could have
been carried in that Province. Sir, there are
at this moment occupying seats in the Senate
of the Dominion, three gentlemen, formerly
members of the House of Assembly of Nova
Scotia, whose sudden conversion and subse-
quent promotion to that post of honour, jus-
tifies the strongest suspicion as to the means
used to procure their change of opinion.
Another gentleman, who formerly was a
member of the Legislative Council of Nova
Scotia, and apparently an earnest Anti-
Confederate, also suddenly changed his base
and gave in his adhesion to the cause he
formerly opposed, and to-day he not only is a
member of the Senate, but he also holds a
departmental place in the Privy Council with
large endowments. Now, I do not say that
these individuals were all bought like so
many sheep in the shambles; or that they
sold their votes for places and distinctions
that ought to belong to honourable men. It
would be wrong to say this, because that
might be a breach of Parliamentary privi-
lege. But I do say, that from being apparently
earnest Anti-Confederates, they, without the
occurrence of any new phase of the political
position to warrant the change, suddenly
became the zealous promoters of that scheme.
It would be wrong to say that these in-
dividuals, who are "all honourable men,"
were bribed like so many venal voters at a
hustings booth; I only say, that the cause of
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Confederation got their votes and they got
the Senatorships; and the members of this
House, learning these facts, can draw their
own inferences. It may be, Mr. Speaker, that
in all this these parties were actuated by a
spirit of the purest patriotism; but the House
will at least perceive, that it is a patriotism
that pays remarkably well. So much for
Canadian influence in the Nova Scotian Leg-
islature. And for what took place at the
other side of the water, the complaint of
Nova Scotia's people does not lie against her
own politicians and the British Government,
solely; for the Government and Parliament of
England never would have acted so precipi-
tately as they did, had not three Colonial
Cabinets conspired, by misrepresentations, to
trick and deceive them; and only one of the
three was the Cabinet of Nova Scotia. Is it to
be wondered at, Mr. Speaker, after this brief
review of a few of the facts, that the people
of Nova Scotia should feel indignant at the
manner in which they have been treated, and
that they should be determined to punish at
the hustings, these men among themselves
who so deeply wronged and insulted them.
The honourable member from Lambton has
hinted that it is in vain for us to enter on the
discussion of this question now, because the
Act of which we complain is a thing of the
past and cannot be recalled; and that this
being the case, we should rather set ourselves
to the consideration of the new duties, that
the new condition of things impose on us.
The same argument was used in Nova Scotia
previous to the elections, by Confederates
who tried to persuade the people, that as the
Act was completed and past recall, there was
no object but revenge to be gained by voting
against the men who enacted it. What would
be thought of a homicide in the criminal's
dock, pleading in mitigation of punishment
that the life of his victim was past recail, and
that it would be only gratifying an unchris-
tian spirit of revenge to punish him for his
crime. Fancy such an one addressing the
judge, and saying: "May it please your lord-
ship, it is true, I committed this offence
against the laws of God and man, but the life
I destroyed is now a thing of the past, and
cannot be recalled; you may punish me, but
that cannot reanimate again with life the
moldering clay, or bring back to the circle
of friendship and duty that cold clod that
yesterday was my fellow creature." Sir, it
may be only too true that the political in-
dependence, the political life, of Nova Scotia,
is a thing of the past; but even if this were
so, the first duty of every Nova Scotian
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should be to see that the demands of justice
were satisfied by the punishment of the men
who laid ruthless hands upon the life of their
country's constitution. This duty has been
discharged, although not perhaps to the ex-
tent that the complete vindication of our
country's honour required; and now the rep-
resentatives of Nova Scotia here, and her
representatives in the local Parliament as
well, have to set themselves to the considera-
tion of the next duty that devolves upon
them. I have said, Mr. Speaker, that Nova
Scotia's hostility to Confederation, was
caused not merely from dislike of the way in
which it was carried, but from a deep seated
conviction that the thing itself is dangerous
and wrong. The honourable member from
Cumberland tells you a different story, and
would have the House believe, in spite of the
record of the elections, that there is a strong
Union feeling in Nova Scotia. If he believes
that a majority of the people of that Province
are for Union, he must at least admit that
they took a somewhat singular mode of ex-
pressing their opinions. He professes to be-
lieve this,.however, and attributes the fact of
the people voting against it, to any other
cause rather than that of hostility to the
measure. The influence of Halifax and
Halifax merchants, he says, was so powerful,
as to sway public opinion throughout most of
the constituencies; and yet he boasted to the
House five minutes afterwards that the
Confederates polled a large majority of votes
in the city of Halifax. The honourable gentle-
man should try to be consistent in his inven-
tions. But the influence of the bankers, he
tells us, was against him. If this were so, no
stronger proof of their disinterestedness could
be given. The laws of Nova Scotia prevented
these gentlemen from taking more than six
per cent for their money, while we read in
the commercial columns of the Montreal pa-
pers that for the last month discounts have
ranged in that city at from nine to fourteen
per cent; and under these circumstances the
fact that a number of the bankers did oppose
the measure that was calculated to allow
them to charge so much as they pleased for
their money, was creditable in the highest
degree to their patriotism. But the statement
that all the bankers were on that side is not
consistent with the fact. Among the gentle-
men selected by the honourable member him-
self for seats in the Senate, on account of
their Confederation leanings, three were
Halifax bankers; and two of the Candidates
for that country, on the same side, at the last
election, were also bank directors. Then he
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tells us, that the honourable member for
Hants agitated the country, and prevented a
fair expression of opinion. But was there no
agitation on the other side? The honourable
member from Cumberland himself, tried his
hand at it pretty extensively, and so did the
honourable Secretary of State for the Home
Department, the Hon. W. A. Henry, Attorney
General of Nova Scotia during the last four
years, as well as the Hon. Mr. McCully-all
men of marked ability; and does he intend us
to believe that the combined efforts of all
these gentlemen had less influence with the
people than the single handed labours of the
honourable member for Hants? If he does, he
has placed for once an estimate on his own
abilities that he would not be too well
pleased to have pronounced by any member
on this side of the House. Another excuse for
his defeat is the assertion that the Govern-
ment were unpopular because of the new law
establishing taxation for the support of
schools. A brief statement of facts will show
how unfounded is this position. The County
of Yarmouth is warmly in favour of the new
law. In the town of Yarmouth magnificent
buildings for academies and schoolhouses,
such as would be creditable to any city in the
Dominion, have been errected; and the schools
have been equipped, and are being conducted
on a scale of generous expenditure that only
a complete faith in the system, and desire for
its success, could inspire. Yet in the County
of Yarmouth no man could be found to offer
as a candidate in the Confederate interest for
the House of Commons, while of six candi-
dates for the Local House, only one was a
Confederate, and he polled less than an hun-
dred votes out of the 2,744 electors of that
fine county. After all those lame excuses, it
was only necessary that the honourable gen-
tleman should go one step farther, and admit
that the people would not vote for Confed-
eration, because he and his colleagues were
so unpopular, they had so mismanaged the
public business, and outraged public senti-
ment during their four years of office, that
the people would not vote for them or ýaccept
their services, no matter on what plea they
asked to be re-elected. The honourable gen-
tleman presents a not very dignified specta-
cle, when he comes down to this House with
such a bundle of inventions and excuses to
account for the defeat of his party. How
changed his position to-day from that he
occupied two years ago, when with high-
handed arrogance he treated his fellow-coun-
trymen as serfs, without rights to be ac-
knowledged, or feelings to be respected. Four
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years ago he had it in his power to confer
lasting benefits upon his native Province, and
in honouring her to have honoured himself. He
did not choose to pursue such a course; and
as the result of his policy, he stands here
to-day shorn of his followers and his influ-
ence, having won in his own constituency a
nominal victory that was worse than a defeat.
Had he been just to his native Province, he
might, like the eagle, have soared upwards to
honour and dignity; but he resembles rather
the sloth, that, fastening itself upon some tall
sapling, devours the bark, and the green
leaves, and the tender twigs, until the top-
most bough is reached, and the last leaf
disappears, when, starving amid the bar-
renness its own greed created, it falls to the
ground a helpless, useless thing. When speak-
ing of the outside influences affecting the
Nova Scotian elections, the honourable mem-
ber from Cumberland did not choose to men-
tion certain influences of a very potent kind
that were used in favour of Confederation.
Every official in the Province was brought
into line to vote for that party. Then the
patronage of both the Dominion and Local
Governments was most unscrupulously used,
and promises of office were freely made as
the price of political support. A lighthouse
was in course of erection in the county I have
the honour to represent, and the post of
keeper was promised to no less than fifteen
electors, to induce them to vote for the
Confederate candidate; while since the elec-
tion, the Gazette has groaned beneath the
lists of magistrates and other officials, who
have received places as the reward of their
political venality. Last, but not least, there
was the expenditure of the road grant for the
year, the whole of which amounting to
$210,000, scattered in small sums over every
settlement of every county in the Province,
formed an immense corruption fund in aid of
Confederation. If under all these circum-
stances, Mr. Speaker, if with all these advan-
tages in their favour, the Unionists were
unable to secure votes of one-third of the
electors of the Province, it does seem a waste
of words for the honourable member from
Cumberland to attempt now to detract from
the force of the Anti-Confederate victory, or
to claim for the Confederates a preponder-
ance of the intelligent and unbiased senti-
ment of the Province. I do not wish, Mr.
Speaker, to occupy too much of the time of
the House at this late hour, but I must
respectfully ask the attention of members
while I briefly refer to a few of the features
of the Confederation scheme that cause the

[Mr. McDonald (Lunenburg)]

people of Nova Scotia to dislike and distrust
it. The honourable member from West To-
ronto has spoken of the scheme as a partner-
ship, in which the party holding the smallest
capital was to be enriched by participating in
all the wealth of his more prosperous neigh-
bour. But, sir, in such partnerships, the ad-
vantage is not always on the side of the small
trader. A case of this kind may sometimes
occur:-a man of vast means, but of vaster
speculative ideas, while carrying on an im-
mense business, may be yearly plunging
deeper in debt and difficulties, while his
neighbour, living prudently and trading care-
fully on a limited capital, gradually, but
surely, increases his wealth, and is enabled to
greatly extend his operations. It might be
natural, perhaps, for the larger trader in such
a case, to seek a business connection with his
unpretending neighbour; but such a partner-
ship could not possibly be productive of good
to the latter, and would be pretty certain,
sooner of later, to involve him in his part-
ner's ruin and financial destruction. This is
nearly the case as regards Nova Scotia and
Canada. Compared with the latter, in area,
population, and commercial operations, the
former is a small country; but though small,
her financial condition is sound, she has pros-
pered as few other countries have prospered,
and she has not had a deficit in her treasury
but once in twelve years. Canada, on the
contrary, has never had a surplus but once in
the same period of time. A partnership under
such circumstances, may, perhaps, be ad-
vantageous to the larger and more extrava-
gant Province; but Nova Scotians, as prudent
business men, feel that the connection is one
in which they cannot have much to gain, and
may have much to lose. In looking at the
British North America Act, which creates
these Provinces a Dominion, I find that the
first clause of Section 19, gives to the Do-
minion Government the power to control the
public debt and the public property of all the
Provinces. The Provinces all had debt
enough, but Nova Scotia feels that in this
respect she is not fairly dealt with beside her
larger neighbour. Canada has very little in
the shape of available assets to show for her
debt, while that of Nova ,Scotia is represented
by a valuable railroad property that in 1866
paid all its working expenses, and left a
margin to go towards the interest on the cost
of its construction. While the debt of Canada
is represented by little else than a long series
of annual deficits and a large bundle of
useless railway bonds, almost every dollar of
that of Nova Scotia is represented by a rail-
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road which was her own, a railroad that
when the Intercolonial is built will pay every
cent of its working expenses and interest on
the cost of construction-a railroad that is
to-day the property of the Dominion, and can
be sold at any day, and the proceeds put in
the Treasury for the benefit of the Canadian
Provinces, who never contributed a dollar to
the cost of its construction. It is true, Mr.
Speaker, that under the provisions of the Act
before me, the Dominion assumes a large part
of the liabilities formerly borne on the reve-
nues of Nova Scotia. She pays the interest on
$8,000,000 of our debt-she also pays the
salaries of our Lieutenant-Governor, our
judges, customs officers, postmasters and
lighthouse keepers; but, sir, she takes our
money to do it with, and she takes from us a
great deal more than she returns to us again.
The honourable Minister of Customs has told
the House that since the first of July, the
Dominion Government has paid out on ac-
count of Nova Scotia a great deal more than
was received from that Province. He ought to
have been candid enough when making this
statement, to have explained how this excess
of expenditure arose, for everyone knows
that it cannot be accounted for by the
disbursements for the ordinary services of the
country. It will be in the recollection of the
House that a general election has taken place
since the first of July. I may also explain that
in that Province several very important pub-
lic works are in process of construction. The
Pictou Railway is nearly completed; the
Windsor and Annapolis road is being built
under a large Government subsidy-a new
and very costly building for a post office and
custom house is being finished, and there is
also some expenditure on St. Peter's Canal in
Cape Breton. It was never intended that the
cost of al these works was to be borne upon
the ordinary revenues of the Province. The
money for their construction was to be bor-
rowed on the Provincial credit, by the issue
of debentures, and would have been obtained
in that way, had the Province remained in
her former position; but the Dominion Act
having taken from her the power to borrow
money for such purposes, it had to be provid-
ed out of the Dominion Treasury, and will
constitute a debt against that Province, on
which she will have to pay the Dominion
interest at the rate of five per cent per
annum. This is the probable explanation of
the cause of the excessive disbursement on
Nova Scotia account, spoken of by the honour-
able Minister of Customs, and I have no
doubt that when the public accounts are

brought down, it will be found to be very
nearly, if not quite correct. The second clause
of this section gives to the Dominion Par-
liament the power to regulate the trade and
commerce of all the Provinces. I have al-
ready, sir, adverted to the commercial aspect
of this question. The honourable member
from West Toronto has entertained the House
with a long array of figures, showing how
greatly Canada has gained by the Un-
ion-how many more ships, how many more
millions of dollars of imports and exports,
how many more thousands of sailors she has
now than she had last year; but sir, if this
proves anything, it proves that the gain is
more on the part of the Canadian than of the
Maritime Provinces, and that the latter have
been dragged into this union to enrich and
aggrandize their larger and more powerful
neighbour. He speaks about the great advan-
tage that must accrue to Saint John and
Halifax from the building of the Intercolonial
Railway, and gives a glowing description of
the brilliant future in store for those cities
when the hundred and twenty million dollars
of imports and exports of which he speaks,
shall pass through them on its way to and
from the ocean. I trust, sir, that all his bright
dreams of the future greatness and splendor
of those cities by the sea will be more than
realized. They might have been, sir, and they
would have been had the Provinces of which
Halifax and Saint John are respectively the
capitals, maintained their independence, and
been permitted to control in the future, as
they have done in the past, their own com-
mercial laws, disbursing their own revenues,
and enlarging and extending that generous
free trading system that has already brought
them to their present advanced state of
wealth and commercial distinction. Had this
been the case, sir, we might have reasonably
expected then, looking forward to coming
years, to see these cities, grafting on their
now existing commercial prosperity, a manu-
facturing enterprise that would cause them to
take rank with the greatest cities on the
continent; while throughout those Provinces
blest as they are with the ocean In front of
them, and untold wealth of minerals beneath
their soil, the day would soon come when in
every green valley, and on every sloping hill
side, would spring up villages, towns and
hamlets, replete with the busy industry of a
free people, when besides the sound of the
ship carpenter's adze in every seaport, in
every town would be heard the unending
hum of thousands of spindles, the panting of
ponderous engines, the whirr of swift revolv-
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ing and untiring machinery, while tall smok-
ing chimnies offering up a ceaseless incense
to mammon, all would proclaim a happy,
peaceful and prosperous people. But the sys-
tem that might have produced all this has
been changed-those Provinces no longer
possess the power to regulate their own com-
mercial affairs, and while I do not say that
the boon Canada has promised us in the
Intercolonial Railway is wholly valueless, I
think that it will be very far indeed from
proving anything like a compensation to
those Provinces for the great commercial ad-
vantages they formerly possessed, and which
they have lost under Confederation. Sir, I
hope to see that railway built, and I have no
doubt it will be of great importance to the
Dominion. It will give the people from the
eastern and the western extremes, the means
of access to each other; and, passing as it will
for a large portion of its length through a
country only partially settled, or entirely
unoccupied, population will soon be scattered
along its route, and towns, and villages will
spring up beside it, all contributing to its
local traffic, and in time enriching the trade
of the maritime cities. But, sir, I do not see
any reason to endorse the bright hopes enter-
tained by the honourable gentlemen to whom
I have referred, as to the great through traffic
it is to bring from the cities of Canada to
those of the Maritime Provinces. Montreal
has the St. Lawrence open to her six months
of the year, and the Grand Trunk Railway,
292 miles to Portland, always. Under these
circumstances it is hardly reasonable to ex-
pect that she would either in summer or
winter send a very large quantity of mer-
chandise by the Intercolonial, 700 miles to
Halifax Harbour for shipment, and it is hard-
ly probable that in the ordinary course of
trade, there would be sent over that line from
Montreal to Halifax, a thousand barrels of
flour in a thousand years, while the St.
Lawrence remains where it is, and the
Portland road lasts, unless that war or famine
or some other causes producing an abnormal
state of the market, render it possible. The
people of Nova Scotia, whether correctly or
not, believe that they have already suffered
serious injury in their commercial relations,
in consequence of Confederation. It is be-
lieved, that but for the very earnest desire
felt in Canada to carry Confederation, but for
the anxiety to have Nova Scotia in a position
where her commercial necessities would com-
pel her to come into Confederacy, the states-
men of Canada would have made a little
stronger effort, either to obtain a renewal of

[Mr. McDonald (Lunenburg)]

the Reciprocity Treaty, or at least to have
established with the United States an under-
standing for an exchange of products under a
tariff that would not have proved so utterly
destructive as does that now in existence, to
the commerce of Nova Scotia with the neigh-
bouring Republic. Some countenance was giv-
en to this view by the honourable Minister of
Finance, who stated at a political banquet
some three or four months ago, that but for
the repeal of the Reciprocity Treaty, he
might not have been permitted that night to
"toast the Dominion of Canada." It may be
very gratifying to honourable gentlemen to
be able to toast the Dominion of Canada, but
if the luxury has been obtained at the cost of
the Reciprocity Treaty, it will prove a very
expensive luxury to Nova Scotia. By the
repeal of that Treaty, not only has the trade
in wood, gypsum, potatoes, and other prod-
ucts of the field and the forest, between that
Province and the States, been virtually de-
stroyed, but the trade in the great staples of
coal and fish has been crippled and rendered
almost valueless. Our coal is now met by a
duty of a dollar and a quarter a ton in the
United States, and under this restrictive
tariff, the export of that article from Nova
Scotia this year has fallen off about 300,000
tons, causing a loss to the local revenue of
the Province of $30,000, and when our fisher-
men take their mackerel to Boston or New
York, they are met by a hostile tariff of two
dollars per barrel. I know the theory is, that
the consumer pays the duties, and if that
theory was correct under all circumstances,
our fishermen ought not to suffer from this
adverse tariff. But sir, the Nova Scotia ship-
per does not trouble himself to reason over
abstract commercial theories. He only knows
that when he takes five hundred barrels of
fish to the Boston market, he receives no
larger price per barrel than he did two years
ago-scarcely so large indeed-while he is
compelled to pay into the United States
Treasury the large sum of one thousand dol-
lars in gold, a tax so enormous, as in most
cases to sweep the entire profits of a whole
summer's fishing venture, rendering the trade
almost valueless. If, sir, the inference from
the after dinner speech of the honourable
Minister of Finance is correct, and Nova
Scotia is thus injured in her largest commer-
cial interests by Canada's commercial policy,
while she still had a Legislature of her own
to contend for her rights, is it surprising that
they should entertain some doubt and distrust
of the Confederation Scheme, that gives to
the larger inland Provinces the entire control
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of her commercial policy and affairs. Another
clause of this Act gives, to the Dominion
Parliament the power to tax all the Provinces
by any mode or system of taxation. This
power it will be observed, is also possessed
by the Local Parliaments of the respective
Provinces; so that in every Province of the
Dominion, we are to have hereafter a double
taxing machine for grinding the taxes out of
the pockets of the poor, and there is only too
much reason to fear that the machine, both
general and local, will be worked to its ut-
most capacity. With five Parliaments now ex-
isting where formerly there were but three,
five Governors, five executives, five sets of
Governmental machinery, instead of three, it
is not possible, but that the cost of governing
these Provinces must be very largely in-
creased. Then as regards Nova Scotia, we find
that the whole of the local revenue left at her
disposal, if the returns from Mines continue
as large as they were last year, which I
regret to state is not the case in the present
year, will be about $200,000 less than is
required for the expenses of the Local Leg-
islature, the humane institutions, the road
and bridge service, the schools and other
expenses to be borne by the local revenue, if
all these services are maintained in the fu-
ture at the same rate as in 1866. It may be
said that that was an exceptional year, the
expenditure having been larger for these serv-
ices than ever before. This is quite true, but
the fact remains, that the money was in the
Treasury or it could not have been paid, and
had Nova Scotia retained the control of her
own revenues, it might have been there
again, and being there, would have been
expended for the benefit of her own people,
instead of being, as must be the case here-
after, while the Dominion stands, expended
for the general purposes of the new nation
-purposes in which, it may be, Nova Scotia
has little or no interest. The local revenue of
that Province being thus inadequate to the
demands upon it, the road and bridge service,
and the schools must be deprived of a large
amount of the assistance they have hitherto
recelved from the Treasury, and thus a large
increase of direct taxation will inevitably be
forced upon the people. And sir, I would
warn our friends from the Provinces of On-
tario and Quebec that this Confederation
scheme may not prove to be "all their fancy
painted it." Their taxation in the shape of
customs and excise duties can scarcely be
less, and are likely to be more, for the
general purposes of the Dominion than they
were for Canada alone under the old Colonial

system; and then there will be the expense of
the Local Parliament in addition, which can
hardly be met by the local revenues now
existing, and which almost inevitably will
have to be supplemented by an increase of
direct taxation. These are a few, and but a
few, of the reasons urged why Nova Scotians
were averse to entering this Confederation.
They are reasons based on the principles of
the scheme itself, and will last as long as the
Dominion lasts. I shall only refer to one other
reason, and it is one suggested by a remark
of the honourable member for Lambton. That
honourable gentleman says he would not like
to belong to a country that lived by suffer-
ance. Sir, Nova Scotia, in this Dominion must
always live by sufferance. She can claim no
right, enjoy no privileges, reap no advan-
tages, but by sufferance. If she ever obtains
even-handed justice, it is because the
Canadian majority permits it, not because she
has the power to achieve it for herself. Nova
Scotia's nineteen representatives must always
be powerless to protect the rights of their
constituents in any matter in which their
interests come in collision with those of
Canada. Brought here under compulsion, they
remain here under sufferance, and cannot
hope to achieve any good for their country,
or to make for themselves any more honoura-
ble position than that of captives to grace the
chariot wheels of one or the other of the
great parties into which the public men of
Canada have for many years been divided. I
trust, Mr. Speaker, I have said enough to con-
vince the House that Nova Scotia's hostility
to Confederation is founded on a deeper prin-
ciple than any mere passing ebullition of
spleen, or offence taken at the mode of its
accomplishment. Nova Scotia is determined to
ask for repeal. I believe I am not violating
any confidence when I say that a petition to
the British Parliament, asking for the repeal
of so much of this Act, as related to Nova
Scotia, has already been signed by all the
members of this House from that Province,
who have not spoken against repeal, and also
by all the members of the House of Assembly
at Halifax but two. That petition will be sent
to England at an early day, and will be
followed when the Local Assembly meets, by
an address to the Crown from that body,
urging that the prayer of the petition be
granted. This is the position that the people
of Nova Scotia have asked their representa-
tives to take, and they will act consistently
with that position, until the result of the
appeal to Great Britain is known. Should the
prayer of the petition be denied, it will then
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become the duty of the men whom the people
have chosen to represent them, to consider
what is next to be done. But I assure this
House that the popular feeling in which this
petition for repeal originated, has in it noth-
ing of disloyalty to England, neither is it a
mere evanescent sentiment of wounded pride
at the treatment the people have received,
that will be satisfied with having punished
the authors of the insult. That feeling has a
deeper and more enduring foundation. In the
Spring of 1866, when the Maritime Provinces
were thrown into excitement by the appear-
ance of a horde of Fenians on the New
Brunswick frontier, just at the moment when
their presence could be of so much service to
the honourable Minister of Customs and his
colleagues in that Province, by assisting them
to carry the elections through the aroused
fears of the loyal population, the several
regiments of militia in Halifax county were
called out, and arms were placed in their
hands, for purposes of defence. Each man as
he received his rifle was asked to take the
oath of allegiance to the Queen. Whole com-
panies and regiments at first refused to do so,
from a belief that the sudden movement was
a part of that policy which they feared was
going to separate that province from the
Mother Country. A company of the 9th regi-
ment, which I have the honour to command
as Captain, seeing the sudden arming, just at
the juncture when they had witnessed so
much treachery in the Legislature, and fear-
ing that it was a political dodge, a Confed-
eration trick, refused to be sworn, and only
consented to take the oath when they found
that they were required to swear allegiance
to England, and not to Canada. In the present
year, also, since the first of July, whole
regiments in Halifax, Pictou, and other coun-
ties, have positively refused to perform their
annual drill, because they believed it was no
longer a Nova Scotian, but a Canadian law
that imposed the duty-they refused to serve
their country, because, as the men of one fine
regiment in Guysborough county informed
their Colonel, they thought they had no long-
er a country to serve. So fervent and deter-
mined is that feeling in many parts of Nova
Scotia, that I believe, if the prayer of their
petition for repeal is denied, it will require
the most conciliatory policy and the exercise
of the utmost prudence on the part of the
Legislature and Government, to prevent trou-
ble, and perhaps outbreaks and violence in
some sections of that Province. But Mr.
Speaker, in closing let me again assure the
House that in all this strong feeling there is

[Mr. McDonald (Lunenburg)]

no sentiment or taint of disloyalty to the
British Crown. On the contrary, it originates
in the excess of love and veneration in which
the authority and the flag of the Mother
Country are held. If any one feature of the
scheme more than another contributed to the
development of that sentiment of hostility
among the people, it was the fear amounting
almost to conviction, that under this new
system these Provinces might one day be
severed from the Mother Country, and this
fear will be quickened and intensified when
the people find that the House is asked to
congratulate His Excellency the Governor-
General on the successful organization of a
"new nationality," a new Dominion.

Mr. Alonzo Wright said if the House was
all of his mind they would give Nova Scotia
every assistance to get out of the Union.
Some gentlemen had addressed this House in
a most lugubrious tone, one gentleman having
ushered in the Dominion in a tone more fit
for a funeral, than that auspicious event. He
agreed with the Address, and if the Gov-
ernment carried out what was there fore-
shadowed, they would deserve and receive
the support of the country. After an amusing
speech the member for Ottawa County sat
down amid great applause.

Mr. Forbes, Mr. Speaker, in rising, if I am
not too late to speak to this question, which
has already occupied the attention of this
House for some considerable time, I do so,
feeling that I would be recreant to the trust
imposed upon me by my constituents, and also
to the interest of my country, and the Province
I have the honour to represent-if I did not
state to this House in clear and decided tones
our united views upon this all important sub-
ject. In my first consideration of the subject of
Confederation, I am free to acknowledge, that
I was strongly drawn towards it, and I think
had the Quebec delegates submitted the ques-
tion to the people in the abstract, or rather
only on the simple question of Confederation
or a Union of the colonies, I should have
given it my support, but coming down to us
with the Quebec Scheme as a basis of the
Union, it immediately challenged discussion,
which resulted in raising a very strong and
decided opposition to the measure, which I
think has since continued to increase, and
which fact is evidenced by the large majority
of members returned to this House, in opposi-
tion to it, from the Province of Nova Scotia.
One of the principal reasons of our opposition
to this measure was, the people were not
asked to accept the scheme at the polls, the
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only constitutional mode, as we considered,
under responsible Government, by which this
question should have been decided, more par-
ticularly as the Province of New Brunswick
had been appealed to on the question, and the
voice of the people respected, and on their
refusing to accept the Quebec plan of
Confederation the further consideration of
the subject was deferred until after a second
election, when it received the people's sanc-
tion and acceptance; this was the manner in
which the leader of the Government of that
Province respected the rights of the people of
New Brunswick. I did not question the legal
right of our representatives to carry through
this measure, for I know that they were the
legal guardians of those rights, and that we
had placed them in their keeping with every
confidence in their integrity to preserve the
same, but at the same time, although they
had the legal right, I did not for a moment
think, they would assert that right, and force
it through without an appeal to the people of
Nova Scotia, but, Mr. Speaker, they did so,
and until the Act received the Imperial sanc-
tion, I felt that it would be passed upon by
the people before it became the law, and that
the people of Nova Scotia would receive the
same consideration and justice that the colo-
nies of Newfoundland and Prince Edward
Island had, and that their views and opinions
would be respected in this matter. I ask why
Nova Scotia should not have the privilege to
accept or reject this Confederation as the
people chose, as well as those other colonies.
Are her people not intelligent enough to pass
upon a question of such importance to their
happiness and welfare? I know men have
been hanged who have been innocent of the
crime for which they suffered, and the law
authorized the act, but still no one would say
it was right, and so in this case the law
upheld the act, but is it right, to a free people
under a responsible government to be forced
into a Union so entirely distasteful and
repugnant to their sympathies and feelings. I
will not detain the House at this late hour
with going over the subjects which have been
brought again and again under their notice,
but will consider a few points which have not
received much consideration, but which are
and will be an interference with rights and
privileges which have been enjoyed for a
century by our people, or particularly by the
people in the County I have the honour to
represent. I allude to the leasing of our river
fisheries, which must take place under the
Union Act. When the laws are consolidated
the poor people under this Act will have to

pay for setting a net and catching a salmon,
and I can assure you it will be a severe tax
to make the poor net-fisher pay the bounty,
to the man who owns a vessel and fishes in
the deep seas. And another objection is, we
do not consider the amount we are to receive
for our local wants at all sufficient to supply
the necessary means to carry out the require-
ments of those services and keep them up to
their present efficiency. Mr. Speaker, we are
told we are a new nationality; for my own
part I am satisfied with the old flag and our
old institutions, and do not think we in Nova
Scotia care to change and come into this new
nation, more particularly in the manner of
our admission, and also knowing, as we do,
some of the many difficulties, both physical
and political, under which you were suffer-
ing, and that this was the plan adopted to
remove those troubles, and use us as a make-
weight to relieve some of them. In your
physical relations, shut out from the sea
(except through an enemy's country) for five
months in the year and dependent upon suf-
ferance for access to the coast to that country,
rendered your position perilous in the ex-
treme, and then with equal representation
from the two great Canadian families, your
political troubles were of no slight character.
Mr. Speaker, we have heard a great deal
about loyalty, and we in Nova Scotia are
proud of ours and also are proud of our
patriotism, and feel that we are loyal to our
Queen and country, and in this we will not
yield to any one. We have the names of Nova
Scotians to which we can point with the
finger of pride, and who have earned for
themselves a place amongst the heroes of the
age, and placed their names upon the scroll
of fame. We may speak of an Inglis, a Cu-
nard, a Ritchie, and a number of others; but
the cry of disloyalty and Fenians comes with
a very bad grace from a people whose antece-
dents have not always been marked by the
greatest respect for the representative of
royalty, (and now, Mr. Speaker, I would say
that if this subject had not been alluded to
before, I would be very sorry to bring it
here), it can never be said to us that we pelted
our Governor-General through the streets, or
burned our Parliament Buildings, or what I
believe to be true, never left unpaid losses
incurred by loyal men in defence of their
country. A great deal of ingenuity has been
used to prove to us that the Confederate
minority at the last elections in Nova Scotia
was but very slight. We will not stop to
dispute that, but when we look around this
House and see eighteen members out of nine-
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teen returned as Anti-Confederates, it is quite
sufficient to prove what the opinion of the
people of that Province is on this ques-
tion. Indeed, I do not know how to
exemplify to you the Confederate party
in Nova Scotia better than by an illustra-
tion from natural history; there is fish,
a long, slim, slimy, slippery, wriggling thing
of the eel tribe, it can move about in the
grass and over the stones when slightly damp
with dew, it will thus get into ponds and
streams where it is not wanted, and where its
presence is a source of trouble. Now, this fish
when it finds that it is about to leave the
world as instinct teaches it, will fasten itself
by its lips to a rock, a stump, or it may be to
a maple limb in some running stream and it
dies; gradually a paleness comes over its
body, its tail and fins macerate and soften,
and soon it disintegrates, and is washed away
down the stream and is swallowed up in the
great ocean of eternity, and the last thing left
of that animal are the jaws, and thus stands
the Confederate party of Nova Scotia. Mr.
Speaker, in conclusion I will ask the indul-
gence of the House for a few minutes longer,
and in doing so it is my desire to draw the
attention of the House to a speech delivered
by the honourable Knight opposite. The
Minister of Justice, to a meeting of electors in
the city of Hamilton, in the Province o!
Ontario in July last, that honourable gentle-
man in that speech told the electors that,
when the Confederation Act passed its first
reading in the House of Commons that
Canadian securities rose 2 per cent in the
English market, and when it passed its sec-
ond reading, and it was known it would
certainly pass its third they rose 6 per cent
more, 8 per cent in 14 days, thus showing the
advantage of Confederation to the Canadians,
and exploding the idea that it is wholly and
entirely to the advantage of the Maritime
Provinces, an idea freely circulated by the
agents of Canada in the Provinces of Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick; and further, Mr.
Speaker, he went on to say, in the same
memorable speech, that, "When we got the
Imperial Act, we had got merely the license
to get married, but we must be united by our
own actions,-we must go before the Par-
liament of the Dominion, and then the mar-
riage must be solemnized." Now, Mr.
Speaker, I ask this House, if it is their
intention to force us into this marriage con-

[Mr. Forbes (Queens)]

tract? We are in their hands according to
those expressed views, and we appeal to your
sympathies and the generous impulses of
your nature for relief, or is it your determi-
nation to take to your breast a wife, kicking,
struggling, fighting, determined to be free, to
hand down to her posterity the same hostility
to the oppression, and the wrong done to a
free country and a free people by the broth-
ers of the same tongue and language.
(Deafening applause and cheers.) Now, Mr.
Speaker, thanking you for your patience and
the House for its indulgence, I beg to take my
seat.

Mr. Rymal said he had been opposed to the
passing of Confederation without appeal to
the people, but when the Act was passed was
willing to accept it. Still, if Nova Scotia were
determined to leave the Confederacy, no act
of his would prevent them. He thought a
great mistake had been committed in not
submitting the measure to the people. If the
Confederacy is going to be a success, it is
time we stopped finding fault with it, and if
the members for Nova Scotia were deter-
mined to keep up the agitation on the subject,
better to bid them go in peace. If the measures
which the Government brought down were
such as he believed would conduce to the
welfare of the people, they should have no
opposition from him; but, on the other hand,
if a motion of want of confidence in the
gentlemen would at any time be brought
forward, he very much feared he should feel
bound to support it.

Mr. Jones took the floor amid calls of
"question" and "adjourn."

Sir John A. Macdonald said that it was the
desire of the Government that the debate on
the Address should be closed to-night, and if
one or two gentlemen wished to speak the
House could very well remain an hour or two
to hear them.

Mr. F. Jones then began to address the
House, when

The Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald called an
adjournment in order that gentlemen should
have a fair hearing.

The adjournment took place accordingly at
twenty minutes to 12 o'clock.
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Thursday, November 14, 1867

THE CABINET VACANCIES

Mr. Holton said in the absence of the
honourable member for Hochelaga he would
ask the Minister of Justice whether he was in
position to make any statement in regard to
the filling of vacancies in the cabinet caused
by the resignation of Mr. Galt and Mr. Arch-
ibald. Reports had been seen in the public
journals respecting offers of office to honoura-
ble gentlemen known in that House-one a
member of that House and another a member
of the other branch of the Legislature. The
House should know at the earliest moment
what appointments were made.

Sir John A. Macdonald replied that
negotiations were in progress and had arrived
at such a point that he hoped in a day or two
to be able to announce the names of the
gentlemen appointed to the vacant offices.

DEBATE ON THE ADDRESS

Mr. Jones (Leeds and Grenville) resumed
the debate on the address. He was not one of
those members who thought Confederation
was going to accomplish all the good predict-
ed by its admirers but some change was
found to be necessary. He believed in party
governments, but parties must have princi-
ples to divide them. Questions would likely
soon arise in Parliament which would divide
the House into two parties. He would not
apologize for the acts of the late Coalition,
but it was not fair to saddle the whole
blame of the increase of the debt to them. He
protested against increasing representation,
and hoped measures would be taken to
reduce it. Before the Confederation Act we
had a larger representation in Parliament in
proportion to population than any other
country in the world. He thought the Inter-
colonial Railway would cost more than the
estimated amount, $15,000,000, and that a
larger guarantee should have been obtained
from the Imperial Parliament. The opening
up of the Northwest Territory would not be
considered to be so beneficial to Canada as
was generally supposed, but he could not
agree with the opinion of the member for

Hants that that country could not be defended.
He concluded by hoping that the House would
enter on the consideration of the matters
coming before them, without any reference to
old party feelings, and party cries.

Mr. Joly, in the absence of Mr. McGee, rose
to defend that gentleman against some re-
marks of Mr. Mackenzie ridiculing his at-
tempts to suppress Fenianism in Montreal.
Referring to Confederation, he (Mr. Joly) said
he could not speak of that scheme with the
enthusiasm of some members. He saw many
dark clouds ahead and thought it would have
the effect of sweeping away French national-
ity in this country.

Mr. Mackenzie said that the honourable
gentleman had misunderstood his remarks.
He had not accused the member for Montreal
West of encouraging Fenianism, but held that
he had miserably failed to prove that it
existed as an organization, as he promised he
would.

Mr. McKeagnie complained of the influ-
ences used at the last election to carry the
election-the antis were termed rebels and
annexationists. In the name of the people he
represented, he protested in strong terms
against the mode in which Confederation was
carried. Whether the Act was good or bad it
mattered not; it was a radical charge and the
people had the right to be consulted. If the
Imperial Government had said that the meas-
ure was a necessity and they must accept it,
he could understand it; but when they pre-
tended to have acted in accordance with the
wishes of the people of Nova Scotia it was an
utter mockery. But the question now is, how
shall we redress the grievance-shall we re-
peal it? Yes, he would say repeal it, but not
immediately. In deference to the Imperial
Parliament and a large number of people in
Nova Scotia, he was willing to wait awhile
and see what the fruits of Confederation
would be. (Hear, hear.) But he was not for
peace. He would only prolong the battle-if
Confederation turned out to be an injury to
his Province, he wanted the way left open for
withdrawal from the Union.

Mr. Bodwell heartily sympathized with the
congratulations addressed by his Excellency
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to this House and country on the consumma-
tion of the Confederation scheme; which he
had strenuously supported because it prom-
ised, to his mind, the consolidation of
British power on this continent, and many
substantial benefits to the people of British
America, as well as a remedy for many
sectional evils and difficulties under which we
had laboured for a number of years past. He
could not, however, say that he regarded our
new constitution as faultless. He regretted
that it brought us back to a nominated Upper
House. He regretted, also, that it had not
been submitted to the people before its adop-
tion. He congratulated the House on the great
ability in debate shown by the gentlemen
who had not formerly had seats in the Leg-
islature, and who now came as representa-
tives. At the same time he regretted the
attitude the Nova Scotia members had as-
sumed with reference to this measure of
Confederation. In narrating the wrongs,
which, from their point of view had been
done to Nova Scotia, he thought that they
had rather overdrawn the picture. The people
of Ontario had rather been disposed to think
that the scheme on the contrary gave undue
advantages to New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia. They had accepted it however in spite
of this on account of its manifold advantages
to the whole Confederation. It was still un-
doubtedly an experiment, and he hoped that
honourable gentlemen from all sections of
the Dominion would have sufficient patriot-
ism to give it a fair and impartial trial. Mr.
Bodwell proceeded to contend that Nova
Scotia, as a member of the Confederation,
would not in any way lose its individuality
and local self-government, while at the same
time it could not fail to reap many benefits
from its connection with the rich and fertile
provinces in its rear. He admitted, however,
that if the Nova Scotians were determined to
fight it out to the bitter end in order to get
out of the Union-if they were resolved so
long as they were in it, to make the Union a
source of weakness instead of strength, he for
one would say, let them go in peace. He then
proceeded to refer to some of the topics
embraced in his Excellency's speech. He said
that by assimilating the postal laws Gov-
ernment would reduce the rate of postage on
letters, and abolish all postage on newspapers
throughout the Dominion. Western territorial
extension was a subject deserving of the most
earnest attention. It was of great importance
that the fertile lands in the West should be
rescued from the hands of the grasping
monopoly which had long endeavoured to

[Mr. Bodwell (Oxford South)]

conceal their value, and to throw it open to
settlement and colonisation. But under pres-
ent circumstances, and while our future was
in some measure unsettled on account of the
attitude of Nova Scotia, it was a question in
his mind whether Government would be jus-
tified in making any great present outlay for
opening up that country. As regarded the
defences of the country the opposition would
heartily join in the adoption of any well
considered scheme. He indignantly repudiated
the implication which for electioneering pur-
poses had been raised by gentlemen opposite
on the loyalty of the opposition by the decla-
ration that Fenians and Annexationists were
found in their ranks. He claimed for Her
Majesty's opposition in this House that they
were just as loyal as the gentlemen who sat
on the Treasury Benches, and he claimed for
the people of Canada generally of all shades
of political opinion that as regarded loyalty
they were unsurpassed in feeling by any
portion of the British Empire. But while
admitting that means should be taken to put
the country in a position to defend herself
against aggression, he hoped the ministry did
not contemplate a measure which would ex-
haust all the resources of the country in
order to maintain a standing army. He hoped
Ministers would not forget that we were not
yet a great nation-that we were a people of
only four millions, and that we had not the
resources possessed by great countries for
establishing a complete system of defence. He
had no fears of American aggression and
hoped it would ever be our policy to cultivate
friendly relations with the American people.
He regretted that so far as appeared from the
speech no measures had been taken by
Ministers with the view of securing reciproci-
ty of trade with the United States. The abro-
gation of reciprocity had not produced the
injury some had anticipated, but no one could
doubt that great advantage would accrue to
this country from correct trade relations with
the United States. He believed that overtures
made to the American Government by the
late Minister of Finance never would have
received the sanction of the people of Canada
or this House. Such a thing as legislative
reciprocity was not what we required. What
was required was such arrangements as
would give stability in the interests of com-
merce. He then proceeded to advert to some
observations which fell from the member for
West Toronto last night. When that gentle-
man said that his party-the party which he
declared had swept Ontario-were prepared
to give the administration a fair and impar-
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tial trial, he presumed that trial meant a
servile following of the learned Knight at the
head of the Government, so long as he con-
tinued to distribute the patronage in a judi-
cious manner among the members of that
honourable gentleman's party, As regarded
the present Government, while a party man
and opposed to Coalition, he (Mr. Bodwell)
was not prepared to say he would not accept
good measures at the hands of the present
Administration. He reminded the Minister of
Public Works of his declaration in Lanark,
during the elections, that on the assembling
of the House, if the Reform members desired
he should leave the Administration, he would
do so, and return to the Reform ranks. He
(Mr. Bodwell) believed it would be for the
interests of the country if the honourable
gentleman now fulfilled the pledge, for he
believed any Coalition Government for the
ordinary administration of affairs must neces-
sarily be a corrupt and extravagant govern-
ment.

Mr. Carmichael (Pic±ou) explained the
manner in which the election in his county
had been carried. He objected to Nova Scotia
occupying a position of inferiority and exist-
ing by sufferance.

Mr. Oliver heartily concurred in the con-
gratulations off ered to His Excellency on the
consummation of the Confederation scheme.
He felt grieved that the gentlemen from Nova
Scotia had not come with the resolve to join
the other members of this House in making
our new constitution a great success. He
could not help sympathizing with them in
consequence of the mode and manner in
which the scheme had been carried in opposi-
tion to the will of the people. He hoped,
however, that they would allow the constitu-
tion to be judged by its fruits, and if those
fruits were unpalatable to them, he, for one,
would not oppose dissolution of the Union,
so far as they were concerned. Mr. Oliver
then proceeded to show, at some length, that
in the arrangement of the details as to the
debts of the several Provinces, and the subsi-
dies to be paid them, Nova Scotia received
justice-and more than that, as compared
with the other Provinces. He pointed out that
they received the benefit of the Government
buildings and other important works which
had been paid for, without being required to
contribute an equivalent. There was one
thing, however, which Nova Scotians dreaded
in joining this Union-which he was free to
confess he dreaded also. This was the raising
of the tariff. He thought it would be for the

interest of the Dominion that the tariff, in-
stead of being raised should be reduced so as
to approximate to that heretofore prevailing
in the Maritime Provinces. He thought that
the true principle to regulate our commercial
transactions with all other countries would be
perfect freedom. He dissented from the opin-
ion of the member for Hants, that we were
not in a position to defend ourselves. He
believed that backed by the whole strength of
the Mother Country, we need not fear an
aggressive movenent from any quarter what-
ever. In illustration of that point he read an
extract from a speech of the Hon. Mr. Brown,
and remarked that the member for West
Toronto in his speech last night had availed
himself of these figures without acknowledg-
ing the source whence he derived them. Mr.
Oliver adverted to a statement made by the
Minister of Finance that Ministers had car-
ried the elections in the Province of Ontario
because the people of that Province sanc-
tioned the policy of the late Ministry, and
especially their banking policy. Such was not
the fact. The people were asked, during the
elections, to forget the past history of these
men, and to give the Ministry a fair chance
in working out Confederation. As regarded
the currency scheme, he had himself voted
for it, but did so because the assurance was
held out to the House that if sufficient money
could be raised by the sale of Provincial
debentures, the currency scheme would not
be put in operation. He asserted that faith had
not been kept with the country in this mat-
ter-that if 7 per cent. debentures had been
put on the market in a proper manner, they
would have been readily taken, but that the
scheme of selling debentures was so managed
as to secure its failure. The late Finance
Minister said that the Commercial Bank did
not fall in consequence of the contraction of
the currency. In opposition to that statement,
he (Mr. Oliver) contended that the effect of
the scheme was to produce generally the
impression that when the Bank of Montreal
had received such superior advantages, no
currency was safe, and the want of confi-
dence thus produced gave rise to the run
upon the Commercial Bank, and its suspen-
sion. As regarded the alleged approval by the
people of the banking policy of the Govern-
ment, he ventured to say if the election had
taken place after the failure of the Com-
mercial Bank, not one in five of the gentle-
men opposite from Ontario, supporting the
Administration, would have found a seat in
the House. Mr. Oliver proceeded to advert to
the real cause which he conceived had given
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the Administration a victory in Ontario. One
of those was the disposition on the part of the
people that those who had taken part in
maturing the Confederation scheme should
have an opportunity of carrying it into prac-
tical operation. Another reason was to be
found in the unscrupulous tactics of members
of the Dominion Local Governments in their
visits to various constituencies. Another, was
the influence of the Grand Trunk, and in this
connection he warned the members of the
Maritime Provinces of the pernicious results
which would be experienced if the Grand
Trunk were allowed to get hold of the In-
tercolonial Railway as they had of the
Buffalo and Lake Huron. A fourth reason was
the free use of money. He could not concur in
the invitation given by the member for South
Oxford (Mr. Bodwell) to the Minister of
Public Works to take his seat on the opposi-
tion side of the House. He thought that from
the action of that gentleman during the last
election he was not entitled to act on that side.
When they found him travelling from one
end of Canada to the other to defeat reform-
ers, and going all the way from the seat of
Government to Toronto to vote for a Con-
servative against a Liberal candidate he did
not think he was entitled to be recognized as
a Reformer. Mr. Oliver then adverted to the
constitution of the Senate, regretting the
adoption of the nominating principle. Its first
results were very unfortunate in filling the
chair of the Senate with a gentleman from
this House who was distasteful to the mem-
bers of that body, and in the fact that the
people of Nova Scotia had not now in the
Upper House a single representative of their
views as expressed during the recent election.
He trusted that part of the constitution would
be amended. Having expressed his desire that
the gentlemen from Nova Scotia would join
in working out the constitution so as to make
it productive of blessings to the people in all
parts of the Dominion, Mr. Oliver resumed
his seat amid cheers.

AFTER RECESS

The Speaker took the chair at eight o'clock.

Mr. McGee-Mr. Speaker: Although we all
must feel the inconvenience of a prolonged
discussion on the Address, I trust the House
will grant me its kind indulgence in rising to
offer such remarks as have suggested them-
selves to my mind during the course of this
interesting and important discussion. (Hear.)
In doing so, sir, I make my obeisance to the
eminent position you occupy, and to its pres-

[Mr. Oliver (Oxford North)]

ent possessor; a most grateful duty to any
one who has had the privilege of the previous
acquaintance of Mr. Speaker, and a duty
which will be grateful hereafter to every
member of this House who himself had for-
merly that privilege. This Parliament, Sir,
over which you have been chosen with
unanimity to preside, meets here in what was
called the other night "the backwoods of
Canada," under singular, but in the main,
what I cannot but think, fortunate auspices.
Contrary to foolish rumours which had been
let loose by their foolish authors, no member
for the new Dominion is absent from his seat;
we meet with full benches, and with an
Executive strong enough in experience and in
following, to give a salutary certainty to the
financial and other measures that may pro-
pose to this House. (Hear.) We meet in the
Capital of the Sovereign's choice in obedience
to the Sovereign's summons; and I trust, and
believe, we are all here to make the best of
that Constitution, which our own work has
received that Sovereign's cordial approbation.
(Cheers). This Capital, it is true, is very near
the backwoods; it is rather the ground-plan
of a great city, than what one usually con-
ceives a great capital city, ought to be; but if
the foreshowings of the speech from the
Throne, should come to pass, and our new
nationality be extended, "from the Atlantic to
the Pacific,"-and from the Atlantic to Lake
Superior is a long stride in that direction,
-(Hear, hear), Ottawa will be found central
enough and convenient enough for the trans-
action of the public business of the entire
Dominion. Mr. Speaker, so soon as we were
assembled under this roof we had the speech
from the Throne, now under consideration;
but there was another occasion, on which
another speech from the Throne, might have
been addressed if not to us to those who sent
us here; a speech which might have been
made when Her Majesty gave her assent to
this Act; which history will not fail to make
as addressed by England to us in this passing
year of 1867, and in terms such as I will
venture to find expression for, as best I can.
Her Majesty might have said on the occasion
to which I refer,

Gentlemen of the four United Provinces. I trans-
fer to your charge and keeping, ail those parts of
North America which remained faithful ta the
King, my grand-father, after -the secession of our
other American possessions. I transfer to your
charge and keeping, a vast territory which the
Kings my predecessors have clung to with a
determined resolution for three centuries; for the
possession of which we seven times went to war
with powerful rivais; which cost us to retain and
defend, many thousands of lives and many millions
of treasure: This territory so eagerly explored. so
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ardently ceveted, se bravely contested with gallant
competitors; I now, in the name of my people and
by the advice of my Imperial Parliament, transfer
te you and yours, to have and te hold, te nake or
mar-to build up or te break down.

(Loud cheers.) Her Majesty might have so
spoken on the passage of the Union Act,-and
if deeds were as vocal as words, (which they
often are to those who understand their dia-
lect,) such a speech has actually been deliv-
ered to us, by the head of the Empire, and it
is to take that speech, as well as this into
consideration we are assembled here.
(cheers.) Sir, this is not the continuation of
any former legislature; nor are we here, least
of all, as one Province men; we are here, if in
good faith, as members of one Dominion,
Puissance, of "new nationality" so constituted
by a deliberate and well considered Act of
the Sovereign, to begin a new set of journals,
which we all trust may become the precious
records of a great, free people. (Cheers.) I
regretted much to hear my honourable friend
from Hants, for so (notwithstanding certain
hard sayings during his late husting's cam-
gaign, I presume to call him); I regret-
ted much to hear him so repeatedly use the
terms, whenever he spoke, "your country"
and "my country." This Act by virtue of
which we were summoned here, in the
Queen's name, constitutes us, so far as a
Constitutional Act can, one country; we are
all here, every man of us, if in bona fides,
which I do not doubt, to legislate for the four
Provinces (and all British America, ultimate-
ly) as one country; and the hour that we
passed that bar, to take the oath of Mem-
bership in the Parliament of the Dominion of
Canada, we assumed the character of fellow-
countrymen even more bindingly, than we
had it before. The honourable member and
those who may agree with him, have already
made their election in coming here; they
have already acknowledged the Union, and
sealed their acceptance of it with a most
solemn oath; they cannot, therefore, be in the
Union and out of it, at one and the same
time; and my respectful suggestion to the
gentlemen of that opinion is, that they should
give it the adhesion which they have given,
cheerfully, and gracefully as the honourable
members from Westmoreland and Guysbor-
ough did when they spoke, and so let us
proceed, to hold common council for a com-
mon country. (Cheers.) This Act says:
"Canada shall be divided into four Prov-
inces, Ontario, Quebec, Nova Sceotia and New
Brunswick." I sincerely trust the honourable
members have no insurmountable prejudice
against accepting the common name of

Canada and Canadian. (Hear, hear.). If
British America could have been condensed
into one word; if it were equally indigenous,
euphonious, and applicable, to all sections of
our population, many would have preferred
it; if the title of Nova Scotia could have been
with propriety extended westward, I for my
part, should have cheerfully accepted it, for I
have a strong historical and personal feeling
of attachment, for old Scotia and new Scotia.
But of the names from which we were free to
choose, there was none so indigenous, so
euphonious, and so applicable, and without
disrespect to the other Provinces, there was
none so illustrious as Canada. (Cheers.) For
three centuries-whether under French or
English domination-the valley of the St.
Lawrence has been the stage of great men,
and the theatre of great actions; Canada is a
name familiar to all educated people in
England, France, and America, (cheers); and
if as Lord Bacon said, in recommending the
adoption of the name of Britain, in the reign
of James I, a name has "much impression
and enchantment in it," I believe we have
chosen the best one which was left to us, and
one which we may hope, all our descendants,
if not ourselves, will be proud to bear, to
defend, and to illustrate. (Cheers.) Mr.
Speaker, the Union is established, and we are
here, or ought to be, all of us, as Unionists;
and I quite agree with the honourable mem-
ber for Cumberland (Dr. Tupper), that it
would be much to be deplored, both here and
at home, and beyond our limits, if the im-
pression was allowed to go abroad, from this
House especially, that our Act of Union was
carried by means of intrigue, corruption and
coercion. No such stain must be allowed to
rest upon the fair repute of this great trans-
action; no such false version of the facts
must be allowed to go uncontradicted into
general and permanent circulation; and I
stand here prepared to maintain the allega-
tions in the Address, that not only as to its
substance, but as to the mode of its prepara-
tion and passage into law this British
America Act, is a glorious and most timely
charter, for which we have all cause to be
thankful. (Cheers.) As one of the least of its
promoters, cognizant, I believe, of every step
of its progress, from the first rude sketch
scarce half designed at Charlottetown, in
September, '64, to the finished piece of legis-
lation, completed at Westminster, in '67, as
we now have it here; I stand up to maintain,
that all its provisions were honestly meant
and fairly meant towards every Province; I
stand here to maintain that three years dis-
cussion in this busy age was not an insuffi-
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cient time for the consideration even of so
important a measure (Cheers); and I deny
that in any degree, our Union owes its estab-
lishment, to intrigue or corruption, or coer-
cion. (Cheers.) This, sir, seems now, necessary
to be done before this debate closes because
not confining himself to personal vindication,
the honourable member opposite (Mr. Howe)
has endeavoured even here to discredit and
dishonour the men and the means by which
this Union was carried, and his efforts in that
direction are put very adroitly on the
American market. Here Mr. McGee read an
extract from the New York Herald of Sat-
urday as to Mr. Howe's speech. I purposely
refrain from all criticism on the honourable
member's personal vindication. If he says now
he did not mean what he said at Halifax in
'64, after the Charlottetown Conference was
called, or at Port Robinson in '62 when I
stood by his side, what we all thought he then
meant, what was corrected for the press by
a hand which he only could control, and
what he received without explanation, our
congratulations on having said, I can only
observe that I regret it; I deeply regret it.
(Hear, hear.)

Who would not grieve if such a one there be
Who would not blush if Atticus, were he?

But when the honourable gentleman goes
farther than personal vindication-when he
attempts to lay rude hands on this work of so
many able and patriotic men, steadily prose-
cuted through several years, when he ven-
tures to asperse the motives of our colleagues
in this work and discredit the work itself-it
is necessary that some Unionist, who knows
all the facts, should rise before the close of
this debate, to vindicate both the work and
the workmen. (Cheers.) It will be remembered
by all who hear me that the growth of this
design in Canada was gradual and continu-
ous. In '53 Sir Edmund Head, had promised
in his speech, at the close of the Session to
move the Imperial authorities. The same
year, the honourable Minister of Militia, the
honourable member for Sherbrooke, and the
Hon. Mr. Ross, then in England, did actually
so bring it; in 1859, the Canada Reform
Convention declared in general terms, for
the Federal principle; as a meeting of the
Lower Canada Opposition, with which I at
that time acted, also did, about the same
period. In the other Provinces, especially in
Nova Scotia, the movement was simultaneous
with our own. In '61 the honourable member
for Hants, (Mr. Howe) moved and the Leg-
islature of Nova Scotia carried unanimously,
the Union resolution read for us the other

[Mr. McGee (Montreal West)]

night, by the honourable member behind me,
(Dr. Tupper.) I well remember in 1862 when
the honourable member with one, who, I
much regret for the sake of this House, is not
now with us, (Mr. Archibald), the honourable
minister near me (Mr. Tilley,) and other
gentlemen from New Brunswick came to
Quebec in relation to the Intercolonial Rail-
road, how much they regretted with me, that
the then Government of Canada proper,
headed by the honourable member for
Cornwall, could not be induced to take up the
question of Union. (Hear, hear, and cheers.)
The honourable member said the other even-
ing that he brought in his Union resolution to
satisfy my esteemed friend, Mr. John Tobin,
the former member for Halifax city; if so I
am happy to know that Mr. Tobin had so
much and such a salutary influence upon the
honourable member; but he was not-I refer
only to what I am personally a witness of
-quite correct, as to what took place in
consequence at Quebec. So far from "laugh-
ing over it for an hour," the joint meeting of
ministers over which I had the honour to
preside, listened for nearly that space to an
ardent appeal from the honourable member
to take up the Union question conjointly with
the railroad, and when we who agreed with
him found ourselves a minority, we consoled
ourselves with the reflection, that the road
would render the Union, bye and bye a
necessity. (Loud cheers.) I mention these facts
to show, that whoever else was taken by
surprise by the design of a Canadian Union,
the honourable member for Hants certainly
was not, but though men may halt, or may
drop off, events will not stand still; and ac-
cordingly in '64, we found that unexpectedly
the prospects of Union, both east and west,
had suddenly brightened up. Between March
'62 and June '64, we had three unsuccessful
Canadian administrations, a state of things
which every one saw could not continue in
this country. This led to Mr. Brown's Con-
stitutional committee in the Session of '64,
which proved rather a fiasco except that the
Federal principle found increase of favour on
both sides of the House; and this again led to
the Canadian Coalition of the same summer,
brought on in the first place by the disinter-
ested interposition of the honourable mem-
bers for Lanark and Compton, (Mr. Morris
and Mr. Pope) and sanctioned by the honour-
able member for Cornwall, and the formal
vote of the Opposition of that day. It has
been urged against this Union as a corrupt
taint in its very conception, that it was
brought about so as to settle a chronic consti-
tutional quarrel, between Upper and Lower
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Canada; sir, I admit that was one reason for
the Union, and a very good and excellent
reason it was; but there were other motives
and influences, (foreign and domestic) at
work, to the same good purpose, which may
not be so patent to the popular recollection. It
is astonishing how apt we are to lose sight of
the influence of events in which we have not
been ourselves personally concerned, and I
need not take a better illustration of this fact
than by asking the members of this House
-all of whom must well remember the
date-to carry back their thoughts to the
bombardment of Fort Sumter, on the 12th of
April, 1861, just five weeks after the installa-
tion of President Lincoln, at Washington.
Eight years have not yet passed, and who but
the actors personally engaged can now recall
the successive steps by which secession rose
into civil war, and civil war into an
American revolution, both in a military and
constitutional sense of the word revolution?
Who remembers the particulars of the seces-
sion of South Carolina, of Major Anderson's
first movement, or General Beauregard's first
order to fire on the flag of the Union? I
recollect, sir, saying at the time, in a debate
on our constitutional difficulties in 1861, when
we sat in Quebec, that that first shot fired at
Sumter "had a message for us"-Canadians;
and that that message was "to sleep no more,
except upon our arms." (Hear, hear.) But if
my words were then considered, as they may
have been, mystical, or at least premature,
they were found to have a meaning before
the end that same year, when in the month
of December, Captain Wilkes seized Messrs.
Mason and Slidell, in the Bahama channel;
when the United States Government incar-
cerated them in Fort Warren and the British
government demanded their release. (Hear,
hear.) Not only at the time of the Trent
affair, but at every subsequent period of the
four years' civil war, American events deeply
impressed themselves on every Canadian ca-
pable of observation or reflection. We saw in
those four years the improvisation of a
Northern Army of 800,000 men, and a navy
carrying 4,900 great guns. In the miserable
affair of St. Albans; in placing armed vessels
on the lakes, contrary to the treaty of 1818;
in the Fenian raids; in the introduction of a
vexatious system of passports; in the refusal
to renew the Reciprocity Treaty, we were
taught at every step how powerless we were
under the old state of things; we were taught
that the days of the colonial comedy of
Government were over and gone, and that
politics has become stern, and almost tragic
for the New World. (Cheers.) We needed not

the lesson taught with such personal directness
in the detestable assassination of Mr. Lincoln,
and the equally atrocious murder of more
recent date, when the gallant Emperor of
Mexico was done to death at Querataro
(hear). I do not pretend, Mr. Speaker, to
discern more clearly than others the signs of
the times on this side of the Atlantic, but I
should consider it an insult to the intelligence
of any member of this House, to undertake to
show him how this revolution in the whole
affected and continues to affect, these Prov-
inces, and to render more and more necessary
for them, a common Government, and a
common policy (hear, hear.) The statesmen of
England, accustomed to deal with affairs, far
and near, were quick to learn the lessons of
the civil war, and long before Lee had sur-
rendered, Great Britain began to shape her
new policy toward the United States. Sir, that
new policy included the concentration of the
forces and means of these Provinces, under
one General Government, if the British con-
nection was to be maintained; everyone
knows that such was the condition of the
connection; and, whoever values the connèc-
tion, will not disparage the condition, (hear,
hear.) So much, Mr. Speaker, as to the an-
tecedents of the projected Union up to '64,
and the coincident American Events, which
seemed to many observers in England and
the Provinces, to demand all possible expedi-
tion in its prosecution. The Quebec Confer-
ence I have already mentioned, but perhaps I
may be permitted to refer again to the 33
gentlemen who came together there, to frame
the outlines of this measure. I will not com-
pare them with other assemblies held in other
times and countries for similar purposes; but
I will say this, for that assembly, that a more
anxious and laborious body, never met to
deliberate on the fate of their fellow country-
men. (Cheers). My honourable friend (Dr.
Tupper) and my other honourable friend (Mr.
Tilley,) were accused, I believe, of sacrificing
their respective Provinces to the deep seated
machinations of the so-called "Canadian
party"; but, whoever had seen those gen-
tlemen and their colleagues, in that confer-
ence, must have at all events, borne testimony
to their zeal, for their own constituents (hear,
hear.) Sir, I cannot recall the recollection of
that assembly, now that its work is so far
done, without reference to one bright and
venerable name-that of the President of our
body-Sir Etienne Taché, (hear, hear.) Those
who remember that gallant old French
Canadian gentleman, need not be reminded
how far he was above lending his unsullied
name to any miserable intrigue or corrupt
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bargain, (hear, hear.) His sense of duty was
that of a soldier of the Spartan stamp; and
there is reason to fear that he may have
hastened on his last illness, by this devotion
to the cause of Union. (Hear, hear.) Even in
death it seemed as if his high character
served to promote the same good work; and I
could not but think as I saw his colleagues
-Protestant and Catholic-the Hon. Mr.
Brown included, sitting in the sanctuary, at
the Requiem Mass, and standing beside his
grave in the quiet churchyard of St. Thomas,
that the example of so honourable a leader,
would not be without imitators among them.
(Loud cheers.) Sir, it was a very proper
proceeding of the last Parliament of the for-
mer Province of Canada to order a tes-
timonial to the memory of Sir Etienne Taché
to be placed in the House he led during
the Confederation debates of 1865; and I feel
that we could none of us wish our new Union
better, than that it may have hereafter,-as I
trust it will have,-many statesmen, entitled
to find their effigies ranked by his side. (Hear,
hear.) The President of the Quebec Confer-
ence is no longer able to defend himself or
his colleagues in that Assembly, but the great
majority of those who were members of it,
are still here, or in the other House. If there
was a corrupt intrigue, we are here to answer
for it: we are here ready and willing to be
tried by our peers, and for one, and for all, I
challenge those who have accused us so loudly
behind our backs, before audiences where we
could not be heard in our own defence; who
sit here not on seats alone, but on a three
legged lie; I dare those bold accusers of
absent men, to stand up now; here; in this
debate; and to make good their charges of
corruption against the authors of this Union,
in any one of those Provinces. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. Speaker, this challenge will not be ac-
cepted; it cannot be answered (cheers); let
then, the vile calumnies of the canvass perish
and be forgotten with the canvass; and let
the retribution which is spared to the calum-
niators, be a warning to all those who come
after them, that detraction at ever so great a
distance, is an unsafe as well as an unworthy
weapon of political warfare. (Hear, hear.) The
honourable member for Hants has spoken in
laudatory terms of the public spirit of those
who aided him, in his abortive attempts to
defeat this Union. Sir, I am quite willing that
the public conduct of the friends and foes of
Union, in all the Provinces, should be con-
trasted, as often and as openly as possible:
whether greater moral courage was shown in
swimming with the current of local preju-
dices, or against it in the Maritime Provinces

[Mr. McGee (Montreal West)]

every man can judge; and I will say for my
part, that to the fortitude, the energy and the
determination of the Maritime Unionists, led
by my honourable friends near me (Messrs.
Tilley, and Tupper), not forgetting the gallant
and faithful few of Prince Edward Island, the
whole Dominion owes a debt of gratitude,
which I trust will be repaid, with interest.
(Applause.) Whenever such a Unionist pre-
sents himself in public or in private life,
throughout this wide Dominion let his very
presence bring a welcome with it, and let his
name be a title of honour for us and for our
children. (Hear, hear.) I do not blame all
those who were not original Unionists; I do
not blame the many wise and good men, who
could not, or who cannot yet see, this cause
as we see it; but I do blame those who had
recourse to prejudices, old and new, to com-
bat a project they could not argue down;
whose trust was in the mistrustfulness of
poor human nature, and in its proneness to
harbour evil suspicions of others. I do blame
them that the intentions of the friends of
Union, which were noble and upright, were
so grossly misrepresented, and that this battle
of great principles was, by its adversaries
adjourned from the high ground to the low
-was drawn off into a slough of personality,
where the combatant who could throw most
direst, was most at home. Among the other
prejudices appealed to, in the canvass against
the Union, was the frequent reference to the
case of the Legislative Union, of Great
Britain and Ireland, which was impudently
assumed to be a case in point. This seems to
have been considered a most crushing re-
proach as addressed to myself, and I am told
great use was made of it, on both sides the
Bay of Fundy, and that it had some effect
with Irish electors in several constituencies.
(Hear.) I am ashamed, sir, to have to bring
before the House so false, and so unworthy a
means of misleading the ill-informed as this
was, and to charge its authorship as I must,
on gentlemen, who ought to know better. The
Irish Legislative Union, sir, has not one cir-
cumstance, either in its inception or comple-
tion, in common with our Federal Union. In
Ireland there was an ancient Royalty, first
invaded in hostile array by King Henry I, but
really united, by election of its own chiefs to
the Crown of England in the time of Henry
VIII, (in the year 1541); an ancient historical
Kingdom retaining after the annexation of
the two Crowns its own Legislature, acting
absolutely for that Kingdom, conjointly with
its own Crown, in peace and in war; voting
its supplies to the King of Ireland for the
army and navy and civil service of Ireland;
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choosing a Regent on its own terms, (as in
1788); a Crown co-ordinate with the Crown of
Britain; a Sovereign Legislature, within its
own domains, not derived from the Legisla-
ture of England, as had been solemnly assert-
ed and admitted, in 1641, 1689, and 1782; this
was the description of nationality which was
extinguished in 1800, while the people of
Ireland groaned under martial law, and meet-
ings of electors were dispersed at the point of
the bayonet, and yet presuming on the
credulity or preoccupation of their auditors,
this is the historical parallel which intelligent
men-members of this House I am ashamed
to say-did not hesitate to parade as an
awful warning, and a case in point at the
hustings in the Maritime constituencies.
(cheers.) Sir, some months ago, a truly great
man, on his election as Lord Rector of the
University of Edinburgh in speaking of the
abuses of high intelligence, was driven to ask,
could there be a sadder spectacle, than "an
eloquent man, speaking that which was un-
true?" (Cheers.) I turn to the gentlemen who
were guilty of misleading their Irish friends
into hostility to this Federal Union, by false
and forced parallels with the Irish Legislative
Union, and I ask them in all earnestness for
what purpose do they suppose did the Giver
of all good gifts endow you with superi-
or intelligence-above that of the mass of
men? On what tenure do you hold those
powers of expression and persuasion by voice
and pen? What are the obligations of the
intelligent to the unintelligent, among coun-
trymen and fellow-citizens? Is it to trade on
their prejudices, or to withstand them? Is it
to foster ancient animosities and antipathies,
or to abate and restrain them? Is it to tell
the truth, or to pass off falsehoods for truth?
(Cheers.) There can be but one answer to
these questions, and I commend that answer
to the authors of the unfounded parallels
between the Irish Union and our Union
(Cheers.) For the friends of the measure, I
defy any one to show that we ever resorted
to such unworthy appeals to sectional preju-
dices, either in the protracted debates at
Quebec in 1865; or during the two elections
in New Brunswick; or in Nova Scotia (hear,
hear.) It is true it has been alleged elsewhere
that we made use of the Fenian organization
in the United States, to subserve the Union
cause: it was even alleged directly, at one
time, that I was instrumental in promoting
the Fenian raid against Campobello, as an
electioneering auxiliary to our friends in New
Brunswick. If this was meant as a jest, it was
a poor one; if it was seriously meant, it was a
pitiful invention, of which its authors ought

to be ashamed. These were some of the
prejudices against which our friends on the
Atlantic had to contend; in the Province of
Quebec there were not wanting sectional
cries, and appeals to prejudices of creed and
origin; but my honourable friend the Minister
of Militia, with the moral courage which
distinguishes him withstood those cries, and
aided by the leading men of the British
minority, he triumphed over them. In Ontario
an able agitator, of whom I shall say no more
in his absence than that, as I never shrunk
from encountering his prejudices either as a
friend or foe, neither do I exult in his defeat
though much deserved, but this able man also
attempted to create a sectional party-to re-
vive rather the old and obsolete parties in his
own province-and he met with his deserts.
The learned gentleman at the head of the
government, (Sir John A. Mcdonald,) met Mr.
Brown and his friends on the sectional issue
in Ontario, and gave them a tolerably coin-
plete overthrow. (Applause,) In this way we
faced and fought every prejudice in every
Province; in all but one we succeeded, and I
do not at all despair, that if this Government
does its duty firmly and fairly by all the
Provinces, but that we shall have from that
one, as the honourable Member for Guys-
borough, (Mr. S. Campbell,) last night assured
us, a full and fair trial. (Hear, hear.) So far I
have endeavoured to show that the steps
taken to carry this measure were circurn-
spectly, and constitutionally, and fairly taken;
I now come to the internal merits of the Act
itself; but before I proceed to that part, I
must say a few words as to the circumstances
immediately attending its passage through
the Imperial Parliament. Sir, while I join him
in that expression of very natural regret I
must observe, that there was no want of
interest or discussion in England generally.
All the reviews, the magazines, the leading
journals, were full of British American Un-
ion. The honourable member himself had
plied the press vigorously while in London,
and had elicited very able replies, from other
Nova Scotians, also, fortunately, there at the
same time; but it was quite evident to the
members of the Imperial Parliament that the
adoption of this measure was a foregone
conclusion, and they are not apt in England,
to debate matters already decided. Every
statesman of every party saw the necessity
for its passage; it was the measure of two
administrations, and fortunately could not be
made by any side a party question. (Hear,
hear.) Mr. Gladstone and Mr. Cardwell, were
as anxious for it, as Lord Carnavon and Mr.
Disraeli; one of the best speeches made in its

November 14, 1867



COMMONS DEBATES

behalf was by the veteran Whig leader, Earl
Russell, though it was brought in by a Con-
servative administration. These circumstances
go far to explain the absence of any elabo-
rate parliamentary criticism of the Bill; and
besides, it was somewhat becalmed, by get-
ting under the lee of the great domestic
question of the day-the Reform Bill. Al-
though, therefore, the Act was passed without
an exciting debate, it certainly was not
passed, either in ignorance or indifference, to
the present, or future, of these Provinces.
Before passing from this point, I hope I may
be permitted to render what is due to the two
statesmen-the then Colonial Minister, and
his predecessor in that office-(Mr. Cardwell
and Lord Carnavon), to whom our delegates
when in England were so largely indebted.
It was my good fortune though detained
behind my colleagues to reach London, as a
Delegate, before the introduction of the Bill
in the House of Lords, and to have listened to
the very full, and clear and convincing state-
ment of Lord Carnavon. That speech will
remain a convincing testimony of his
Lordship's great abilities, and his great inter-
est in our future: and perhaps the House will
permit me as illustrative of its whole spirit,
to read them one passage which occurs to-
wards the close of that speech-

But if the advantages of Union are great in a
military, a commercial, a material point of view,
they are not, I think, less in the moral and political
aspect of the question. When once existing restric-
tions are removed, and the schools, the law courts,
the professions, the industries of these Provinces
are thrown open from one end to another, depend
upon it a stimulus greater than any that has ever
been before in British North America will be
applied to every form of mental or moral energy.
Nor will it be the main body of the people that
will alone feel this. The tone of Parliament. the
standard of the Government, will necessarily rise.
Colonial institutions are framed upon the model of
England. But English institutions, as we all know,
need to be of a certain size. Public opinion is the
basis of Parliamentary life; and the first condition
of public opinion is that it should move in no
contracted circle. It would not be difficult to show
that almost in proportion to its narrowness Colonial
Governments have been subject to disturbing influ-
ences. But now, independently of the fact that in
these confederated Provinces there will henceforth
be a larger material whence an adequate supply of
colonial administrations and colonial oppositions
can be drawn, it is not; I think, unreasonable to
hope that, just as the sphere of action is enlarged,
the vestry element will be discarded, large ques-
tions will be discussed with the gravity which
belongs to them, men will rise to a full sense of
their position as members of a great Parliament,
and will transmit their own sense of increased
responsibility and self-respect through Pariament
and the Government to the main body of the
people.

[Mr. McGee (Montreal West)I

As to the measure itself I am not going to
inflict on the House, an analysis of its 147
clauses; but there are some principal provi-
sions of it, to which I must refer, in justice to
the subject itself: such as the guarantee of
the educational rights of the minority, in the
93rd clause; and the several clauses which
define the Constitution of this House; of the
Honourable Senate; of the Judiciary; and the
clauses affirming the Sovereignty of Her
Majesty and her successors, over British
America. So far as I know this is the first
Constitution ever given to a mixed people, in
which the conscientious rights of the minori-
ty, are made a subject of formal guarantee. I
shall never cease to remember with pleasure
that I was the first proposer of that guarantee
in the Quebec Conference; a guarantee by
which we have carried the principle of equal
and reciprocal toleration a step farther in
Canada, than it has yet been carried, in any
other free government-American or Euro-
pean. (Hear, hear.) I have no desire to go into
the vast question of education at this mo-
ment; it is a question on which all men feel
free to speak, rather than bound to think; but
I hail this 93rd Clause of our Union, as the
Magna Charta of the youthhood of this Do-
minion; as a solemn guarantee that no
Christian parent shall ever be obliged in any
part of British America to succumb to the
heartless, and soulless, and godless doctrine,
that religion and education can be justly
divorced in a Christian country. (Applause.)
As to the Constitution of the two Houses,
under this Act, we have adopted here, what
Ontario long ago demanded, and Quebec reso-
lutely resisted-"representation by popula-
tion." I had always declared that principle a
just one, as applied to the popular, or taxing
branch of the legislature, but I had always
voted against its açoption, "unless as part of a
general Constitutional Change," Well, Sir, that
change at length arrived; Ontario got what
she wanted; and the first use she made of her
enlarged representation, I am rejoiced to say
was to put down her sectional agitators, and
to send here a sound Union majority. It
cannot be concealed, however, that 81 mem-
bers for one Province, out of 181, is a formi-
dable preponderance, and it will be for
my honourable friends, the leaders of On-
tarian public opinion, on both sides of the
House, to see that it does not become a
dangerous one. I wll not venture to speculate
at this moment, on the probabilities of future
party combinations; but it is plain to any one,
that it is most undesirable for the sake of
each Province, and of all, that any one should
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come here en masse, as a Province, either in
Government, or in Opposition. But, sir, this
also I will venture to add, that no one
Province politician can ever lead this Do-
minion Parliament; that the man must be of
national dimensions to fill that place, and
discharge its duties. So it will be; so it ought
to be! (Applause.) As to the life Senate, we
have all the best constitutional authorities
with us, that a second Chamber ought not to
stand on the electoral basis of the first; and,
so long as our Senate continues to be a fair
representation of all our real interests, so
long it will be looked up to, and obeyed. If it
is to be undetermined it will be by the abuse
of Executive patronage, and not by the sub-
stitution of the principle of selection for that
of election, as applied to that House, (hear,
hear). In maintaining the independence of the
judges, and reserving their appointment to
the National Government. I also believe this
Union Act to be wisely framed; and its estab-
lishment a cause of congratulation to all the
Provinces. Speaking the other night of its
imputed or imagined defects, an honourable
member said, "it was only an Act of Parlia-
ment!" So I will take leave to remind him are
the Bill of Rights, and the Act of Succession
both included for us, in this Act; but they are
fundamental acts and parts of the British
Constitution, and no one as yet has argued
that they belong to the same class, as the ordi-
nary Statutes of the realm. They are looked
upon, to use Lord Chatham's words, as "the
Scriptures of the Constitution;" while other
ordinances of Parliament are as the writings
of particular commentators, open to revision
and correction (hear, hear). But, sir, I will go
farther than the fltness of the time, the
constitutionality and circumspection of the
change, and the excellence of the Act; I
affirmed this, that in establishing a second
Constitutional Government on this continent,
we are rendering an unpurchasable service to
the cause of civil and religious liberty every-
where. I say a second Constitutional Gov-
ernment, for I admit that of Washington to be
the first, and I suppose we must leave Mexico
at present out of the account, not only of
constitutional, but of cîvilized governments.
What is it to establish such a second govern-
ment in America? It is, in my humble opin-
ion, to provide all men with an opportunity
of comparison, and a means of choice be-
tween two systems--the British representa-
tive system of free government, and the
American, or Democratic system. It is to give
the third generation of the 19th century an
opportunity to observe the institutions of our

common ancestors adapted to our Canadian
circumstances, side by side with the institu-
tions of Anglo-Anmerican invention, in the last
years of the last century. It is to put side by
side in this new arena, filled with eager
spectators, the masterpieces of Alfred and
Edward I; of Bacon, Somers, and Chatham,
with the masterpieces of Washington, Ham-
ilton, Jefferson, Madison, and Marshall; it is
to compare an ancient text of freedom, en-
riched with the commentaries of Hall, Burke,
Mansfield, and Mackintosh, with a modern
text elucidated by Webster and Storey and
Calhoun. They have no cause to be ashamed
of their political progenitors, neither have we
(hear, hear); and with all possible admiration
for the age that produced the American con-
stitution, and the illustrious men who adopted
it, I hope we live in a better century than
they did (hear, hear). This century, as com-
pared with the 18th may be called a
religious century; there is no Bolingbroke
possible now "to patronise Providence;" no
Voltaire to argue "that Christ was no charm-
ist;" no Lichtenberg to anticipate the day
when "the belief in God would be like a
nursery tale;" the skeptical method of Des-
cartes is not, thank God, the philosophical
gospel of the age. Though the Republican
Fathers were many of them sincerely reli-
gious men, yet many others, such as Jefferson
and Franklin, were professed skeptics; and
the philosophy of doubt, breaking off all
traditions, and pretending that each man
should start afresh on his own consciousness,
acknowledging nothing he could not prove,
was too congenial to the epoch and its work,
not to be acquiesced in by the majority. Ra-
tionalism lies at the root of Republicanism;
faith and reverence have prepared the deeper
and better foundations of our form of Gov-
ernment; and until faith and reverence fail
from our hearts, or those of our children, I
have no fear that this, our Constitution, will
fail. (Applause.) I come now, sir, to refer
lastly, to what gives the completion of char-
acter to this work, the clause affirming the
sovereign rights of Her Majesty and her
successors, over British Ainerica. These
clauses, declaring the Executive power to
reside with the Queen, to be exercised by and
with the advice of Her Privy Council for
Canada; declaring the sovereign to be Com-
mander-in-Chief of all the land and sea
forces of this country; declaring the Queen
the first estate of this Parliament; all these
are merely declaratory clauses, repeating and
renewing old maxims and arrangements. What
is remarkable, however, is that whereas simi-
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lar declaratory clauses are found in the
Quebec Act, and the Union Act of 1840, they
were both statutes framed in England exclu-
sively, while the clauses, and all the remain-
der, were drafted and proposed by Colonists
only. It is remarkable that a hundred years
after the Stamp Act and Tea Tax; ninety
years after the Declaration of Independence;
nearly half a century after the promulgation
of "the Monroe Doctrine"; the representatives
of these Provinces should have taken upon
themselves, so solemnly to re-assert as fun-
damental constitutional propositions, the
sovereignty of the English Crown, over all
our territory. (Applause.) What was done in
this way in 1840, and in 1799, was done by
others; but these declaratory clauses are our
own work. I do not say that we are free to
take any other course; I do not pretend that
we could have raised, even if we would, the
question of Sovereignty, in 1864 or in 1867; I
only speak of the cardinal fact as I find it,
that we have here, by our own act, selected
the monarchical form of Government for our-
selves and for our children; that for them
and for ourselves, we have entered into this
solemn compart to uphold the constitutional
monarchy in this country; and that the
Queen, and her Imperial Parliament and
Government, have, on their part, by the pas-
sage of this Bill with these provisions, with
equal solemnity, constituted themselves par-
ties to this compact and agreement. (Hear,
hear.) I do not desire, sir, to dwell at present,
on all the corrollaries and consequences likely
to flow from this formal and solemn estab-
lishment of monarchy on this Continent, by
the voluntary act of four millions of its
inhabitants, but this is the path which by this
Act, we have voluntarily chosen to enter-by
this path, if we are not to abandon it, we are
to journey on into the future, and whither it
leads there we must follow. Sir, for one, I can
truly say, that I saw and felt all along the
solemnity of the selection we were called
upon to make, but I never doubted, no not
for one instant, that we had decided well in
choosing to affirm so unmistakably as we
have done the principles of Constitutional
and responsible monarchy, for these Prov-
inces. I am fully aware of the intense propa-
gandist force which resides in the democratic
idea. I know there are democratic fanatics
who damn all other sects in politics, but their
own; but looking back to the venerable cen-
turies of Christian civilization which have
preceded us, I am not taught, that it is best
for the people, that the headship of the State
should be frequently elective. Our Republican

[Mr. McGee (Montreal West)]

neighbours may prefer their own institutions
as much as pleases them; but at all events,
they must allow us to have a preference also,
even though it should not quite coincide with
their own. (Hear, hear.) We can honour and
reverence their illustrious Martyr President,
who fell a victim to his duties; but they must
permit us also, to reserve some of our admi-
ration and sympathy, for the Martyr of
Queretaro, as well as the Martyr of Mexico:
for that gallant gentleman, a true Prince, the
worthiest to rule that Mexico had ever seen,
but of whom Mexico was not worthy: that
cruelly murdered Prince, whose effigy the
House of Hapsburg may be proud to raise in
long procession of the Illustrious Princes, his
ancestors! Sir, I certainly cannot agree with
the honourable member (Mr. Howe) that the
time or the means chosen, ought to subject us
to the displeasure of our Republican neigh-
bours. This Union project is a very old
one-as old as the country, and though has-
tened by recent events among them and
among ourselves, it certainly dates long
beyond the firing by Beauregard on Fort
Sumter. No question of Sovereignty was
raised by us; we merely embodied and re-
affirmed a power that already existed, and
which the Republic always recognized as ex-
isting in North America. If we had sought to
plant a despotism by their side-without rep-
resentative institutions-without securing
the common rights of free men, sprung from
the same source as their own; then, indeed,
they might have cause for suspicion and
displeasure. As it is I deny that we have
given them any such cause, and I submit that
such an argument, or assertion ought not to be
advanced on the floor of a Canadian Parlia-
ment. (Hear, hear.) The honourable member
opposite (Mr. Howe) also bestowed a good
deal of his ready ridicule on the expression so
often used in His Excellency's Speech-of "a
new nationality." He was not precise in stat-
ing his objections to the use of that expres-
sion; but I inferred that he thought it prema-
ture as to time, and inconsistent with the
continuance of the Imperial connection. He
talked of walking upon stilts, and having "the
stilts knocked from under us," as if our
increased stature as a people in 1867, was a
forced and artificial increase. I need not surely
remind the honourable member, that in the
year 1800 including Newfoundland and Prince
Edward Island, with the British mainland
we were less than 400,000 souls altogether;
and when the Sydenham Union was carried,
about two millions, while we are now, includ-
ing the same Provinces, fully 4,000,000. (Hear,
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hear.) These living millions are stilts, and we
are vain enough to think we can stand on
them. In 1790, the United States commenced
with a total population of 3,900,000 souls, but
they had, it is true, no gigantic native neigh-
bours on their flanks; still they had the
power of England on this side, of Spain in the
Floridas, and of France in Louisiana. They
began modestly and moderately, and they
have advanced by degrees, in their "new
nationality". I ask the honourable gentleman
this question-if he does not look forward to
a new nationality here, in these Provinces, to
what does he look forward? Surely he must
see that a population which increased in sixty
years, a hundred fold, cannot be reckoned
upon as a stationary quantity? With some
nations the best ambition is to keep what
they have got; but these are nations of fixed
population and full boundaries. Extending as
we are in space-increasing in num-
ber-improving in intercourse-we cannot
stand still politically, even if we tried. (Hear,
hear.) But the honourable member and his
followers seem to have some confused notion
in their heads, that a new nation cannot exist
within the Empire, consistently with the
Imperial connection. Sir, I don't know where
they got such a notion, but it is a very
childish one, and contrary to all experience.
The Federal principle is precisely adopted to
meet a difficulty of that kind, and has for
many centuries met it successfully. In the
German Empire there never was any difflcul-
ty as to the simple existence of separate
nationalities and kingdoms; in the Spanish
Empire, so long as its sovereigns respected
the rights and liberties of the component
parts, there was no difficulty of holding
together the kingdoms of the Netherlands, of
Aragon, and Naples; in the Austrian Empire,
when the rights of the ancient kingdom of
Hungary were respected the kingdom was in
fact, the mainstay of the Empire. In our own
day, we have in Hindostan an Empire within
an Empire, so constituted expressly on the
ground of strengthening the Imperial connec-
tion by the wisest statesmen, our contem-
poraries. So far, therefore, as to that childish
and foolish notion of incompatibility. But the
honourable member will not allow, that even
with our four millions, we have men enough
to start in the onerous career of a new
nationality. What amount of population does
he suppose then to be necessary to such a
start? For colonies, as colonies, to get togeth-
er and keep together, four millions of inhabi-
tants is no small achievement, and if we have
not increased more largely by immigration of

late years than we have-if our present
population is 80 per cent native born to 20
per cent born abroad-I will tell the honour-
able member why we have not attracted and
retained more people, from the other side of
the Atlantic. We have not attracted more
people, because we have not made our coun-
try attractive; because we are not known as a
nation abroad; because these isolated Prov-
inces did not impress the imagination of the
emigrating classes. Who in the byeways of
Germany, or even of Britain, knew anything
of Canada, up to the other day? In those
hives of human labour, they knew only one
country-America-and one seaport-New
York. But once give your Provinces united
the aspect of Empire, make them a power
and a name, and the reputation and credit of
the Dominion will be our best immigration
agents abroad. (Hear, hear.) As to our inabili-
ty to stand alone, with the numbers we have,
I beg to observe, sir, that in my opinion, it
depends very much on our unanimity or
division. No power on earth can take forci-
ble possession of this country, if we are united
as one man, in its defence. (Applause.) No
population that can be stirred up against us,
can put a hostile four millions, face to face
with us on our own soil. If every man,
woman and child in Canada, is imbued with
the spirit which enabled Switzerland to hold
her own against the Austrian Empire, and
Spain in her decline to cast out Napoleon in
his vigour, we will be safe enough, within our
rivers and rapids in summer, and our snowed
up roads and freezing skies in winter. (Hear,
hear.) We complain sometimes of our rigorous
winters, but there is this compensation at
least, that no invading force that bivouacked
out for one genuine Canadian night, would
ever answer to the call of the long roll again.
(Hear, hear.) My own views on the subject of
defence are pretty well known, and when my
honourable friend (Mr. Cartier) brings down
his measure, if the House desires to hear
them, I shall be happy to meet its wishes: but
I will now only say this, that I hope to see
the military spirit of our population en-
couraged in every way; that I hope to see
rifle matches and tournaments become as
familiar municipal institutions as town meet-
ings, of county agricultural fairs. (Applause.)
I cannot, for one, agree that the best way to
make ourselves respected abroad, to secure
impunity from attack, is to depreciate the
sources of our strength; but rather to rely
upon and make the most of what Lord Bacon,
in his "true greatness of Britain," considers a
main element of a nation's strength, "its
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breed of men." By the breed of men that
bring a nation safely through its destinies,
Lord Bacon must have meant-for he did not
live to finish out that essay-not only the
muscle of the men, their bodily hardihood,
but also their morale-their courage, docility,
and capacity of combination-the wisdom of
the few, to command, and the wisdom of the
many, to co-operate I do not disparage the
power of numbers; I do not underrate the
power of wealth; but above both I place the
safety of any State, great or small, in the
spirit and unity of its inhabitants, Now, it is
in the power of our public men to depress or
raise the public spirit; to strengthen or weak-
en the unity of the Commonwealth; and it is
because the election appeals made in Nova
Scotia have tended to beggar and belittle our
public affairs; to estrange and render suspi-
cious and skeptical the people; it is on these
grounds that I think their authors most cen-
surable of ail, the many respects in which
they are censurable. Those who have taken
that line of politics have certainly not helped
to elevate the minds of our population, either
the constituent many, or the representative
few. I need not illustrate this position by
reciting instances of the many countries
which have been undermined in their courage
or character, conquered within before they
were conquered without;-to name Greece is
enough:

"Enough! no foreign foe could quell
Thy soul, till from itself it fell!
Yes! self-abasement paved the way,
For villain bonds and despot swayl"

The policy of self-abasement I cannot see in
the light of policy at all. View it how we
may; turn it round and round; hang it in any
light you like, it will not wear the linaments
of prudence, or fortitude, or patriotism. I
trust this first Parliament of the Dominion
will stamp its reprobation upon every men-
tion of such a policy; and that while avoiding
all bravado on the one hand, as unbecoming
men in our position, we will in this place
endeavour to elevate, and not to depress, the
public spirit of the country (hear, hear). The
honourable member (Mr. Howe), said the oth-
er night he would not take back anything he
had said as to the extent of these Provinces,
he leaves us, unabridged, our square miles;
and I trust also he will leave us unshaken,
what is more essential, the faith of our people
in their own future, the faith of every man,
Canadian in Canada, and of every Province
in its sister Province (hear, hear). This faith
wrongs no one; burdens no one; menaces no
one; dishonours no one; and as it was said of

[Mr. McGee (Montreal West)]

old, faith moves mountains, so I venture
reverently to express my own belief, that if
the difficulties of our future as a Dominion,
were (which I cannot yet see) as high as the
peaks of Etna or Tolima, or Illimani, yet that
the pure patriotic faith of an united people
would be all sufficient to overcome, and tri-
umph over all such difficulties. The honoura-
ble gentleman, after speaking for about two
hours and a-half, resumed his seat amid the
most enthusiastic plaudits, which lasted for
some time.

Mr. Anglin said that the members from his
province thought it better under the circum-
stances to let these resolutions pass without
discussion on their part. Had the member for
Hants moved the amendment of which he
first spoke they might have taken a different
course, for they deeply sympathized with the
representatives from Nova Scotia. He was
even surprised to hear representatives from
that Province discuss the details of the
scheme as far as they did; for he thought
they came here to deny the competency of
this tribunal. But although he and his friends
had remained quiet, it seemed they must
have this New Brunswick question dragged
into the House. The member for Montreal
West had declared that the scheme was with-
out stain or reproach. If he (Mr. Anglin)
must express his opinion he must regard the
scheme as the offspring of corruption, coer-
cion, and wrong, (Hear, hear). It was by these
means it was carried in his Province, and he
was here to justify his words. He proceeded
to give a brief outline of the whole transac-
tion in his Province, contending that the
scheme was at first surrounded with secrecy.
The question had never seriously occupied
attention in the Maritime Provinces. He
traced various conferences held, alleging that
as (Mr. Palmer, one of the delegates, stated)
considerable difference of opinion existed at
Quebec until one day a piece of paper was
quietly passed across the table, after which
everything was made pleasant. The Irish peo-
ple of the Maritime Provinces revolted
against the idea of Union. Its terms were kept
secret until published by Mr. Palmer, when
material differences were found in different
versions. The people of New Brunswick were
told the scheme was to relieve them of taxa-
tion. He only hoped all his opposition on this
point would prove to have been groundless.
They were told that Canada had no water
power, and that their Province would become
a great manufacturing centre for the
Confederation. He adverted at some length to
the pressure from the Colonial Office and
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other means which he alleged had been used
to carry the scheme, and asked whether these
were not of a character to destroy the object
they were employed to accomplish. He men-
tioned the Fenian raid at Campobello,
and said it was singular the Government had
time to make all the preparations they did,
after receiving information before the first
Fenian made his appearance. He indignantly
denied any sympathy for Fenianism in the
Province, it being one of the arguments of
the opposition that that movement was em-
ployed to further Confederation; that Killian
had disappeared just at that time-why and
where perhaps Government best knew. He
understood that at one time some business
relation existed between Killian and Mr.
McGee, and some people entertained the
possible suspicion that the movement on the
New Brunswick frontier was the result of
some common purpose of these two men. He
(Mr. Anglin) was inclined to believe this, and,
at any rate, there was something remarkable
in the conduct of these men at that time,
described the influences employed to oust the
Smith Government-influences which he char-
acterized as discreditable, and supplant it by
the Tilley Government, which went to the
country on cry of loyalty and managed to
make the people believe that in voting for
Confederation they voted for Queen and
country, while voting opposition they gave
countenance to Fenianism and treason. These
tactics prevailed in border counties, and
counties along the river Saint John; but in
the city of Saint John, where the Fenian
alarm was not so great, money was unblush-
ingly used to carry elections. As much as
$50,000, he was told, had been spent that
canvass. He then alluded to Mr. McGee's
charges about Fenianism in Montreal, and
branded them as atrocious and disgraceful for
any man to make against a large and respect-
able body of his countrymen. It was disgrace-
ful that the honourable gentleman should cast
a burning stigma on the Irishmen of Montreal
for the sake of building himself up; and,
considering the antecedents of that honoura-
ble member, he was the last man who should
endeavour to fasten such unfounded charges
upon his countrymen. (Hear, hear). He com-
plained that one of the first effects of
Confederation in his Province was the com-
mission of an act of proscription, against
which he, as a Catholic representative of that
Province, was here to utter an earnest and
solemn protest. Although the Catholie body of
New Brunswick numbered one-third the
whole population, not one Catholic Senator
had been appointed out of twelve; although,
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according to numbers, Catholics would be
entitled to four, and at least three. Though
for reasons stated he could not join in the
congratulations contained in the address; it
would be the proudest day of his life, if at
some future time he could stand on the
platform in his own Province, to which he
owed his all, and declare he had been de-
ceived, and that this Confederation had
fulfilled the fondest, highest, warmest hopes
of those who had advocated it. (Applause).

Hon. Mr. Tilley replied at sone length, and
commented on the inconsistency of the
honourable member, accepting a measure
which he charged had been carried by fraud
and corruption. He denied there had been
any injustice to the Catholics of New Bruns-
wick, and pointed out the fact that his
colleague who had run on the same ticket
with him (Mr. Tilley) was an Irish Roman
Catholic who supported Confederation, and
that no Catholic Senator had been selected
for Ontario, but no complaint had been urged
on that account against the Reform and
Conservative parties that had selected them.
In New Brunswick they had to take of the
twelve ablest men from both sides of the
Legislative Council, and it so happened none
of them was Catholic. There was, however,
he need scarcely say, no intention of injustice
to any class of the population. (Hear, hear).
He challenged the statements of the honoura-
ble member that the elections in New
Brunswick had been carried through Fenian
excitement, intrigue and deception. He admit-
ted the union party had been routed in 1865,
and that it had been materially aided last
year by Fenian demonstrations on the fron-
tier; but how did the honourable member
opposite explain the elections of a few
months ago, when the Province, by an over-
whelming majority, reaffirmed its former ver-
dict in favour of Confederation. Those elec-
tions proved New Brunswick thoroughly in
favour of Union, for twelve Unionists had
been returned by large majorities against
three who were ready to accept the situation.
In regard to another complaint that the Bank
of Montreal was drawing gold for the New
Brunswick Banks, and thus embarrassing
trade at Saint John, he said he was satisfied
that this accumulation of specie, if it existed,
could be only temporary. One thing was
certain-the demands on the Dominion by the
local Government of New Brunswick as well
as Nova Scotia, thus far largely exceeded the
revenue derived from those sources, and he
(Mr. Tilley) would be quite willing, if the law
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permitted, to hand over the whole revenues
of those Provinces for the next two years to
the honourable gentlemen opposite, if they
would assume the responsibilities of the
Dominion in regard to those Provinces under
the Confederation Act.

Hon. Mr. Smith deprecated the revival
of electioneering contests which had taken
place in New Brunswick. He was deeply
interested in the country-his all was in
it-and be would do his best to carry out the
constitution, notwithstanding he believed it
had been carried by corruption and fraud. He
also gave his version of the manner in which
the question had been treated in his Province.
The last election was carried by a no-Popery
cry raised by the Minister of Customs. The
speaker then explained his negotiations with
the Lieutenant-Governor in regard to the
question of union, which he had contended
should be submitted to the people, amid cries
of "question."

Hon. Mr. Johnson said in reference to
an appeal to the people, that it was a thing
unknown in England for a ministry that
could carry its measures to dissolve and ap-
peal to the people. If that were to be the
system, parliament might just as well be
abolished, and every question be decided
upon by the people direct. He denied that the
last election was carried by the no-Popery
cry on the part of the Confederate party; and
the cry of Fenianism at a former election, of
which complaint had been made, had no part
in the last election.

Hon. Mr. McKeagney said:-Late as is the
hour, Mr. Speaker, and much as I desire to
avoid occupying the time of this House with
any remarks of mine on the subject which
has already become exhausted, I feel it my
duty, nevertheless, in the interest of my con-
stituents, in behalf of the Province of Nova
Scotia, to enter my protest, my emphatical
protest, against this Confederation scheme,
because I think it unjust to Nova Scotia, and
more especially do I protest against the man-
ner-the very improper manner-in which it
bas been consummated. The friends of the
measure have time and again attempted to
justify the action of the Assembly by the fact,
the bald fact, that they had the power to
change the constitution. I deny the position in
the sense that it can be done with beneficial
results or for any practical purpose. Do we
not know, sir, that theory and practice are
very different things? Supposing, for the sake
of argument, that Parliament in the plenitude

[Mr. Tilley (Saint John City)]

of its power does undertake to consummate
an Act (a Constitutional Act let it be called)
at variance with the wishes of the people,
will there be anything gained by such a
course? Nothing whatever, and the statesman
who pushes his measures in advance of the
public sentiment evinces in my opinion nei-
ther tact nor judgment, and must soon be
borne down by the popular wave. But I deny
that anything can be found in Parliamentary
history to justify the mode in which
Confederation bas been accomplished in Nova
Scotia. It is true, as a general proposition,
that Parliament is supreme, but in the inter-
pretation of this rule we must enquire what
are the ordinary functions of the Legislative
body; is it not to make and repeal laws for
the good of the people whom it represents?
Was it ever understood in any way-was
there any compact or agreement either ex-
press or implied between the people of Nova
Scotia and their representatives, that travel-
ling wholly out of and beyond the track
heretofore pursued by their predecessors,
they were at their mere pleasure to sweep
away our Constitution, and hand over our
Revenues to Canada, or any other power on
earth. The idea is preposterous in the ex-
treme! Have we the example in history of
any people being annexed to another without
their consent? I can find none, except in the
instance of a country conquered by force of
arms. The case of the union of Ireland cannot
be referred to as a precedent to justify the
measure, as that Act has always been justly
regarded as a foul blot on the Statute book,
and bas given rise to discontent and heart-
burnings, which break out occasionally like a
running sore in the bosom of that unhappy
land. Who can predict then what evils may
yet grow out of this act of tyranny, perpetrat-
ed upon the people of a loyal and prosperous
Province? We must also look at the manner
of carrying the measure in our Legislature. I
make no direct charge against any one, but
certainly the complexion of the transaction is
more than suspicious. On ordinary occasions
of less moment than this, the policy to be
pursued has been enunciated in the Gover-
nor's Speech. Parliament met, and not a word
was said about Confederation. Thus were the
people taken wholly by surprise, nor .had
they the opportunity of remonstrating against
the Act until it was pushed through the
Legislature. Thus was it conceived in secrecy,
carried through the House with indecent
haste, and accomplished amid the jeers,
taunts, and abuse of the Confederation party,
who accused their opponents with disloyalty
and annexation proclivities. Is it any wonder
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then, that one deep feeling of indignation
should pervade the people of Nova Scotia at
this gross wrong and injustice? In the name
of Nova Scotia then, and more particularly in
the name of my own constituents, do I protest
against this Act of Union. I regard the means
by which it has been brought about as unjust
ta the people, and the measure itself as unfair
in its details, and injurious to their interests.
Let us pause here, Mr. Speaker, and survey
the position. Confederation, it is true, has
become a fact accomplished. It has become
the law of the land. What is to be done then
to get rid of it? Do I accept the situation? No,
most emphatically no; I do not accept the
situation. Am I a Repealer it may be asked. I
answer yes! I am a Repealer. But how is
repeal to be effected? What are the best
means to be employed to accomplish this
desirable consummation? Now, to accomplish
repeal we must enlist on one side the sympa-
thies and legislative action of the Lords and
Commons of Great Britain. I do not think,
sir, that the opportune moment has arrived
for obtaining this cooperation. I think the
best way to accomplish repeal is to let the
Act of Union prove itself by its fruits. I much
fear that this Confederation fruit will be
bitter to the taste and unsightly to the eye of
Nova Scotia. Well, all the better for our
purpose. We will then have a case to present
to the Parliament of England, a case which
cannot be resisted. We can address the people
of England in this language: You forced this
Union upon us against our will; in vain have
we remonstrated, in vain have we petitioned
against its acceptance. You told us it was a
good measure; the nobility of England told us
so. Many of our people, some of them of
unquestionable talent and worth, have also
given it as their opinion that Union is good.
Well, out of deference ta these opinions, we
have waited patiently in order ta test the
truth of these predictions by the working of
the system, by the actual logic of events, and
behold its fruit, its bitter fruit! I would point
to Nova Scotia bleeding and covered with
wounds from the practical working of the
system;-to her children suffering from
depression, in their circumstances; and with
boldness and confidence would I then say,
Look! see what Confederation has done, in
the name of justice, in the name of right, in
the name of fair play, that familiar expres-
sion so well known ta Englishmen, and which
finds a ready response in the great heart of
England, I say loose us, and let us go! Nor
would the appeal, I think, be in vain, at all
events it could be made with a greater pros-
pect of success than at present, when hasty

action for Repeal without giving the measure
any trial whatever, would I fear be ascribed
to prejudice and passion on our part. For
these reasons, and because I do not desire ta
now mar the effect of the Repeal movement,
I think it best for the present to suspend our
action and in the interest of Nova Scotia ta
enter as I now do, my most solemn protest
against Confederation in the mode and man-
ner of its accomplishment, and reserve to my
constituents the right of agitating for its
Repeal, whenever they may think proper to
do so. I will sharpen the sword of opposition
and put it in the scabbard for the present,
but not to sleep. Confederation is now upon
its trial and by its fruits shall it be judged
and estimated by the people of Cape Breton.
If contrary ta expectation it should after ail
prove to be for our benefit, we will then
indeed hail it as a boon and readily assist in
raising up the plant ta a majestic tree, but on
the other hand, should its fruits prove un-
sightly to the eye and bitter to the taste, the
tocsin of Repeal shall be sounded with clarion
notes throughout the beautiful, picturesque,
and fertile plains of Cape Breton. Then shall
I draw the sword of Repeal; wield it in a
Constitutional manner, and never shall we
rest until our deliverance has been achieved,
until this forced Union shall be severed by
the strong will of a suffering but united
people.

Sir John A. Macdonald then moved in the
usual way the formal motion appointing a
select committee to draft an address ta His
Excellency. Carried.

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. Robitaille-Monday next. -Address
for copies of reports and correspondence
relating to Intercolonial Railway since Que-
bec conference.

Mr. Sproa--Address for returns of surveys
and reports referring to harbours on east
coast of Lake Huron.

Mr. Mills-Enquiry of Ministry whether it
was their intention to make appropriations ta
improve navigation on Rivers Thames and
Sydenham.

Mr. White-Address for amount of tolls
collected on Burlington Canal from April
1864 to July 1867 inclusive.

Mr. Srnih-Enquiry of Ministry whether it
was their intention to introduce a measure
establishing Court of Repeal.
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RULES AND REGULATIONS

Sir John A. Macdonald moved the appoint-
ment of a committee to form rules and regu-
lations for the government of the House, to
consist of Messrs. Cartier, J. S. Macdonald,
Campbell, Dunkin, Dorion, Gray and the
mover. Carried.

KAMOURASKA ELECTION

Sir John A. Macdonald moved that the
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery do attend
this House on Monday next, with the return
of the last election of the County of
Kamouraska, together with the poll books, if
any there be, and all other papers, letters and
documents which may have been transmitted
to him by the Returning Officer for the said
county. Carried.

STANDING COMMITTEES

Sir John A. Macdonald moved that a com-
mittee be appointed to strike the select
Standing Committees, to consist of Messrs.
Cartier, Tilley, McDougall, Langevin, Howe,
J. S. Macdonald, Dorion, Holton, Fisher,
Mackenzie, Walsh, Morris, Smith, Chauveau,
Dufresne, and the mover. Carried.

NOTICES OF MOTION

The following Government notices of mo-
tion were given for Tuesday next:-

Sir J. A. Macdonald-Bill respecting inter-
pretation and construction of statutes.

Also, resolutions respecting the indemnity
of members, and the salaries of the Speakers
of both Houses.

Hon. Mr. Langevin-Bill respecting the de-
partment of the Secretary of State for
Canada.

Hon. Mr. McDougall-Bill respecting the
public works of the Dominion.

Hon. Mr. Tilley-Bill relating to the Cus-
toms Department.

CREATION OF A PUBLIC STOCK

Mr. Morris enquired whether the Gov-
ernment have it in contemplation to in-
troduce a measure for the creation of a public
stock, in which it should be legal to invest
trust funds.

Sir J. A. Macdonald replied that the
Government recognized the importance of the
subject, and had it under consideration.

GOVERNMENT SAVINGS BANKS

In reply to Hon. J. H. Cameron,

Sir J. A. Macdonald, stated that it was the
intention of the Government to submit to
Parliament during the present session plan
for Government savings banks.

A MINT

In reply to Mr. Dufresne,

Sir J. A. Macdonald said the Provincial
Government had no power to establish a mint
in the Dominion.

CANAL ENLARGEMENT

Mr. Masson enquired whether the Gov-
ernment intended to introduce a measure for
the enlargement of the Welland and St.
Lawrence Canals.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said the Government
fully recognized the great importance of this
subject; but did not think the finances of the
Dominion would justify such a measure at
present.

POSTAGE

Mr. Young enquired whether the Gov-
ernment intended to take steps to reduce the
rates of ocean and inland postage, and to
abolish newspaper postage.

Sir J. A. Macdonald replied that the
Government was considering a measure
which would shortly be submitted to Par-
liament, and would speak for itself.
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VALUE OF SILVER COIN

Mr. Morrison inquired whether the Gov-
ernment intended to introduce a measure for
the regulation of the value of foreign silver
coinage as part of the currency of the Do-
minion.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the Govern-
ment would introduce a Bill on currency
which would include the particular subject
mentioned.

MOVING FOR RETURNS

Mr. Mackenzie moved an address for a
return, showing the distribution of sums paid
out of the public chest to defray the expenses
of the elections for this House. Carried.

Mr. Mackenzie moved an address for a
return of the votes polled in each electoral
division during the late election. Carried.

Mr. Lawson moved for a number of returns
respecting the sale of the Hamilton and Port
Dover plank road. Carried.

Hon. Mr. Holton moved for an address for
copies of all agreements and correspondence
between the Government and the late
Province of Canada and the Bank of Mont-
real, having reference to the provisions of
the act of 1866, to provide for the issue of
provincial notes; and also all correspondence
since lst August, 1866, between the Gov-
ernment of the late Province of Canada as
well as that of the Dominion of Canada with
the Bank of Montreal respecting the mode of
conducting the public accounts, and the terms
on which it should continue to be held by the
bank. Carried.

Mr. Oliver moved for returns respecting
the Inland Custom House offices of the Do-
minion, the amount of money collected, the
expenses, etc. Carried.

Mr. Mackenzie, in the absence of Mr.
Blake, moved for copies of all warrants, or-
ders, records, etc. in relation to the extradi-
tion of Lamirande. Carried.

UNION OF ALL THE BRITISH NORTH
AMERICAN PROVINCES.

Mr. Mackenzie moved an address for copies
of all correspondence held with the Gov-
ernments of the Colonies of Prince Ed-
ward Island, Newfoundland and British Co-

lumbia, and with the Imperial Government
on the question of uniting these colonies and
the unorganized territory in the North-West
with the Dominion of Canada.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the corre-
spondence on these very important subjects
was in such a state that he did not think it
expedient to have it brought down at present.

Mr. Mackenzie said he had moved this
because, during the elections, he had had the
pleasure of hearing a Minister of the Crown
declare publicly that the correspondence with
some of these colonies was in such a state of
forwardness that the question of a union with
some of them was in all likelihood a question
of months if not of weeks.

Sir John A. Macdonald was understood to
say that he hoped this result would very soon
be realized with reference to some of the
colonies, and the motion might be repeated at
some future day, but at present it was not for
the interest of the country that the corre-
spondence should be brought down.

The motion was accordingly withdrawn.

TITLES CONFERRED ON MINISTERS

Mr. Parker, seconded by Mr. White moved
an address to His Excellency that he will be
pleased to lay before the House copies of any
representations addressed to His Excellency
by members of this House respecting the
marks of Royal favour which Her Majesty
had been pleased to confer upon them, and
of all despatches on the same subject to or
from Her Majesty's principal Secretary of
State for the Colonies.

Sir John A. Macdonald said he was afraid
he could not consent to the passage of this
address; any representations that might have
been made to His Excellency, and any des-
patches addressed to the Colonial Secretary
were addressed to the Governor General in his
Imperial capacity and had reference to a
subject with which the House had no con-
cern. The conferring of Royal favour was an
act of Her Majesty in her Imperial position,
and any action of the Governor-General in
the matter was in his capacity as an Imperial
officer.

Dr. Parker said he had not had time to look
up authorities, but he had found one case in
which the granting of those honours by the
Crown gave dissatisfaction and was made the
subject of discussion in Parliament.
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Mr. Holton said he took it that these hon-
ours were conferred by the Crown for ser-
vices to the people of this country represent-
ed in this House of Commons, and if he was
correct in that postulate, he maintained that
the representatives of the people in this
House had an interest in a subject which had
been made matter of representation and re-
monstrance by two leading members of the
House and in the Government, and they were
entitled to the production of these papers.
The Minister of Militia had no personal or
private relations either with the Governor-
General or the Duke of Buckingham, or with
Her Majesty the Queen. It was not in their
private capacity that Mr. Cartier and the late
Minister of Finance addressed these remon-
strances, but in their capacity of public men,
representatives of the people, and surely for
their own vindication as public men, they
ought to have this correspondence submitted
to Parliament. He would ask the learned
Knight to reconsider the question of granting
the papers. If he persisted in his refusal he
(Mr. Holton) might then have some remarks
to make on this subject.

Sir John A. Macdonald said if the member
for Chateauguay would examine the question
he would find that there was not an English
precedent for the production of the papers
referred to. There was one case in which an
Address was passed, asking Her Majesty to
confer certain marks of her favour on two
officers who had distinguished themselves in
the Crimea. The Government yielded to the
motion, but guarded against its being accept-
ed as a precedent. In the last case which
came before the English Parliament of this
character, there was a complaint that there
had been an improper distribution of honours
among those who had distinguished them-
selves during the Indian mutiny. Lord
Pahmerston then laid down the doctrine that
it was a question entirely between the foun-
tain of honour and the recipients. The
Commons might fairly ask on whose advice
any honours bestowed by Her Majesty were
conferred-as, for instance, in the extreme
case of Her Majesty being ill, and advised to
confer honour on a person altogether un-
worthy of the distinction, to such an extent
that it would operate as a degradation of the
honour. But here the case was entirely differ-
ent, and if the Address were passed the
Governor-General, as an Imperial Officer,
might refuse to grant it without instructions
from England.

Mr. Chauveau said that Hon. Mr. Cartier's
conduct in refusing decorations, implying a
difference between his services and those of
his colleagues, had been approved by all
Lower Canada. The circumstances of this
offer were an insult for himself and the
nationality he represents. More than once
Lower Canadians preserved English posses-
sions on that continent, and when they had
made ample sacrifice and given the best
proofs of patriotism and good-will in
Confederation, these services ought not to
have been put aside. It was a lesson given,
and he hoped it would be useful.

Mr. White said that in view of the principle
enunciated by the leader of the Government,
he asked leave to withdraw his name as a
seconder of the motion.

Mr. Howe said that doctrine was what we
had been in the habit of recognizing, but we
were now a nation, and it was a matter for
consideration whether honours conferred on
our public men might not give offence to this
House, and therefore it appeared to him that
we ought to have the papers. He had always
been in favour of having a just field open to
our public men; but he would say to the
House that we must now deal with this
subject as a nation-as an independent Leg-
islature representing four millions of people.
In the case of the honourable and learned
knight at the head of the Government, he
admitted that the honour had been justly
conferred; but we ought to know the princi-
ples on which these honours were awarded.
Men might act unjustly and lose the confi-
dence of this House, and yet be selected as
worthy recipients by the Imperial Govern-
ment. We were in a position to be laughed at
every day in the year. The English people are
very jealous of every matter of this kind, and
he gathered from the remarks of the member
for Quebec County (Mr. Chauveau) that he
felt this matter of some importance. We knew
certain Commissioners to Paris were not al-
lowed to receive from the Emperor on that
occasion the honours offered in recognition of
universal friendship and of public services
rendered on that occasion, without permission
from their Sovereigns. Well, if the Sovereign
was so jealous of any interference of a for-
eign nation, why should we not be so?

Mr. Mackenzie heartily sympathized with
the Minister of Militia in the position in
which he was placed in this matter. He
recognized the valuable services of that
honourable gentleman in procuring Confed-

November 15, 1867



COMMONS DEBATES

eration. He knew that he brought his whole
strength and the strength of his party to bear
in doing a simple act of justice to the people
of Ontario, and they would have been glad to
have seen him receive the same recognition
of his services as was extended to the honour-
able leader of the Government. He thought
the House was entitled to these papers. With
the correspondence before them, members
would be able to judge more correctly of the
motives of the Imperial Government, and he
saw no reason why the motion should not be
granted.

Mr. Parker felt that there was no public
man in the country to whom they were more
indebted than to the Minister of Militia, (Hon.
Mr. Cartier). There was no public man who
had so greatly jeopardized his position in
accomplishing Confederation, and he was en-
titled to the very highest honour that could
properly be conferred. Whoever was responsi-
ble, an invidious distinction has been made.

Hon. John Hillyard Cameron said that if
any representation were made by this Gov-
ernment in regard to these honours, the
House had a right to have them; but the
question was, were any such representations
made? If not, it would be a bad precedent
in view of the decisions of the Imperial Par-
liament in similar cases, to grant the motion.
He also paid a high tribute to the services of
Mr. Cartier.

Mr. Morris said there was a class of heredi-
tary distinctions not adapted to the circum-
stances of this country; but there was another
class awarded for distinguished services
which might be fairly conferred on public
men in this Dominion; but he considered the
leader of the Government right in stating
that it would be a great inconvenience should
this motion be adopted. The principle which
controlled this question was that the Crown
was the fountain of honour, and the position
taken in England was that this question
would lead to the canvassing of individual
members, and that thereby great difficulties
would be caused. But while he said this, he
thought that if there was one man more than
another entitled to a recognition of his ser-
vices, it was the Minister of Militia.

Mr. Dunkin was not satisfied with the rea-
sons given by the Minister of Justice for the
motion not passing. The proposition that we
had nothing to do with the matter was er-
roneous. The word colonies applies to us no
longer. We have been told that we are a
nationality, and that we have adopted a word

[Mr. Mackenzie (Lambton)]

almost signifying as much, and without doing
so exactly-that we had a Parliament, that
the Queen was head of that Parliament, and
whatever the Queen does in public matters
unless prejudicial to the public interests, was
something into which we have a right to
inquire. As regards the Minister of Militia,
strongly as he had been opposed to him on
the question of Confederation, he could bear
testimony to the valuable services he had
rendered.

Sir John A. Macdonald agreed that if any
representations had been made by our Gov-
ernment to the Imperial Government, and
any honours were conferred in consequence
of such representations Ministers were re-
sponsible for them; but there were no such
representations. The honours were conferred
without any previous notice-therefore, the
only object of this motion would be to ascer-
tain by whose advice these honours were
conferred. But colonial ministers or the mem-
bers of the Imperial Government were not
responsible to this House. This Government
in fact possessed no papers-those referred to
having been sent to the Imperial Govern-
ment. No one knew better than he did the
distinguished services the Minister of Militia
had rendered-and he (John A.) had no hesi-
tation in saying that the proffered honour
was wholly inadequate to the great services
of that gentleman; and he could say further
what was perhaps not generally known, that
long ago that honourable gentleman could
have obtained, and was in the way of obtain-
ing, honours, not only of this, but of the
hereditary class spoken of.

Mr. Holion thought that the real point
raised by this motion had been lost sight of.
Nobody proposed to censure the Imperial
authorities-nobody proposed to call in ques-
tion the action of the Crown itself in confer-
ring honours on any of the subjects of the
Crown, but what was proposed, as he took it,
was to call in question the action of the
prominent public men of this country-mem-
bers of this house. In this matter they were
not groping in the dark. As he said before,
they know that two honourable gentlemen-
the Minister of Militia and the Minister of
Finance, did address formal remonstrances to
the Imperial authorities. On this very subject
if they mistook their position-if it were an
improper thing to address such remonstrances
to the Crown, surely they were responsible,
and the House was entitled to know the recep-
tion these remonstrances received from the
responsible advisers of the Crown in England.
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He was astonished that the Minister of Militia,
who did not look for pluck to defend himself,
was not anxious to remove the suspicion which
would inevitably result from the refusal of
those papers, that he had received a snubbing
at the hands of the Colonial Minister-that he
was told he had no right to address such
remonstrances to him. He (Mr. Holton)
thought the Minister of Militia was the
most concerned in having this motion
granted. He had not the felicity to be very
much in accord with the Minister of Militia
on public matters, but when he saw the
substance of a remonstrance communicated
by himself, no doubt, to a friendly journal, he
was inclined for once to applaud the course
he took. He (Mr. Holton) should probably
dissent as to some of the grounds on which
the Minister of Militia based his remon-
strances, but he did agree with him that the

distinction conferred by the title of C.B.,
instead of being an honorary one, was a
degradation, when offered to a leading man
in this country, whose services had been so
many; that it was a distinction beneath the
acceptance of any man who could command
the respect and confidence of a constituency;
but we were entitled to know, and this gentle-
man was interested in letting us know,
whether his remonstrance was met by re-
proof, in common language, or by snubbing.
He trusted such was not the fact; but such
would be the inference if the papers were
refused. The true point raised by this motion
was as to the conduct of our own public men.

The motion was then withdrawn.

The House adjourned at 5 o'clock till
Monday.

99038-7
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Monday, November 18, 1867

The Speaker took the Chair at three
o'clock.

THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF NOVA SCOTIA

Mr. Savary presented a petition fron Nova
Scotia, charging the Hon. W. Young, Chief
Justice of that Province, with illegal conduct
and other misdemeanours and praying that
steps be taken for his removal from office.

IMPROVEMENT OF NAVIGATION

Mr. Mills enquired whether it is the inten-
tion of Government to make any appropria-
tion to repair the Rondeau Harbour, and to
improve the navigation of the rivers Thames
and Sydenham.

Hon. Mr. McDougall replied that no answer
could be given to that question, as the Gov-
ernment was not yet in a position to say
whether the works in question would be
under the control of the General or Local
Governments.

COURT OF APPEAL FOR THE DOMINION

Hon. Mr. Smith enquired whether it is the
intention of the Governiment to introduce
during the present session, a measure estab-
lishing a Court of Appeal for the Dominion of
Canada.

Sir John A. Macdonald said that whatever
the Government might do before the session
closed, it was not their intention to introduce
such a ineasure during the early part of it.

GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPHING

Mr. Walsh enquired whether it is the inten-
tion of the Government to introduce a meas-
ure for securing to the Government the
possession of the various telegraph lines
within the Dominion, and providing for the
management of the same in connection with
the postal system.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the Govern-
ment, before introducing a measure, would
wait to see the action of the English Gov-
ernment on the sane subject.

99038-71

ASSIMILATION OF ELECTION LAWS

Mr. Magill enquired whether it is the in-
tention of the Government in submitting a
plan for the 'assimilation of the laws of the
several Provinces of the Dominion respecting
elections and the exercise of the franchise, to
adhere to the terms of qualification for elec-
tors established by Clause 81, Chap. 51, Stat-
utes of Canada, 29th and 30th Victoria, and to
the repeal of sub-sections 1 and 2 of Chapter
6, Consolidated Statutes of Canada effected by
the said clause of said Act of 1866?

Sir John A. Macdonald said that in as-
similating the election laws, the Government
would examine the qualifications of elections
existing in all the provinces, and were not yet
prepared to say whether they would maintain
the qualifications now existing in Canada.

ANNUAL DRILL

Mr. Pope enquired whether the volunteers
are to have their sixteen days' annual drill
this season, and if they do, when will they be
required to commence their drill?

Hon. Mr. Cartier said that the Adjutant-
General had placed in his hands a memoran-
dum on this subject, which the Government
were now considering.

COMMITTEE ON BANKRUPTCY AND
INSOLVENCY

Hon. Mr. Abbot moved the appointment of a
committee to enquire into and report upon the
nature and operation of laws of bankruptcy
and insolvency now in force in the several
Provinces of the Dominion-such committee
to be composed of Messrs. Smith, Gray,
Huntington, Irvine, Wood, Street, Casault,
Crawford, Simard, Harrison, Workman,
Campbell, Hugh McDonald, and the mover.

Mr. Fisher remarked that His Excellency's
speech intimated that the Government would
submit a measure on that subject. According
to his ideas of Parliamentary Governnment,
the responsibility of dealing with a subject of
that kind should not be laid on a committee
of the House when Government promised a
measure.
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Sir John A. Macdonald said there was no
inconsistency between the statement in the
speech that Government were prepared to
introduce a Bill on bankruptcy, and the ac-
tion of the member for Argenteuil in moving
a committee to enquire and report on the
working of the present bankruptcy law in
Canada proper, and in the Lower Provin-
ces-if there be any such Act there. The
Committee might be of great service to the
Government, as the Government could not
otherwise get the information that would be
laid before the committee. He might say that
the Government were well satisfied on the
whole with the working of the present bank-
ruptcy law, which was the work of his
honourable friend who made this motion, and
of the Vice-Chancellor Mowat. To these gen-
tlemen we were indebted for a common
sense, practical measure. It was, however, of
course, an experimental measure, and he was
glad the honourable gentleman who made the
motion was willing to devote his time this
session to making these enquiries.

Mr. Johnson said that if the doctrine just
laid down was to be followed out, every
subject embraced in His Excellency's speech
might be dealt with in the same way. He
thought it would be very unfortunate to in-
troduce such a system. Suppose the commit-
tee as a result of their enquiries, were indeed
to bring in a report setting forth certain
views; then if the Government introduced a
measure different from that, they would be
bound either to vote against the Government
or to go in the face of their own report. He
thought the course proposed was a very awk-
ward one, and, if it was to be followed they
might as well dispense altogether with the
Governor's speech.

Mr. Mackenzie pointed out that in the
motion as originally submitted there were on
the Committee only two commercial men
-Workman and Simard, and that it did not
include a single member on his side of the
House from Western Canada. He would sug-
gest the addition of Mr. McGill and Mr.
Blake to the Committee.

Mr. Abbott said he was quite willing these
names should be added.

The motion, as thus amended, was agreed
to.

THE SHERIFF OF HALTON'S CLAIMS

Mr. White moved for copies of accounts
claimed to be due by the Government of the
late Province of Upper Canada, to George

McKenzie, Sheriff of the County of Halton,
and all correspondence relating to such
Government. These claims extended over ten
years, and it was understood they had been
referred by the Auditor's Department and
referred to the Crown lawyers. As there was
a difference of opinion in the County of
Halton with respect to the legality and justice
of the charge, it was desirable that the corre-
spondence should be made public.

Sir John A. Macdonald said that if the
Government received the reports on payment
and acquiesced in the reference, he did not
see how anybody had anything to do with it;
but he would look into the matter.

The motion accordingly was allowed to
stand.

THE NORTH WEST TERRITORY

Mr. Bodwell moved an address for all pa-
pers and correspondence relating to claims of
the Hudson's Bay Company over the north
west territory, or to the acquisition of the
Territory by the late Province of Canada or
the Dominion.-Carried.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said there were cer-
tain documents in the correspondence which
it might not be in the interest of the public
service to bring down. Such papers, however,
as could be made public would be sent down.

Mr. Howe said this was a subject of a very
large character, and of great importance. The
minister of Public Works seemed disposed to
withl1 old certain papers. This might be right
and proper, but he hoped the Government
would not take any step towards the pur-
chase of that territory without the authority
of the House. He was under the impression
that the Hudson's Bay Company might be
bluffed off without our making an expensive
purchase. They had feathered their nests for
a very long time out of that territory, and
now, in common decency, they ought to aban-
don it.

This motion was then agreed to.

BREWERIES AND DISTILLERIES

Mr. Oliver moved for a return of the quan-
tity of beer manufactured, and the quantity
of grain used in such manufacture in each
brewery in the Province of Ontario.

Sir John A. Macdonald said there could be
no objection to giving the information sought,
provided the honourable gentleman did not
insist on the names of the parties being
given.
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Mr. Oliver said his object was to ascertain
the exact quantity of beer manufactured in
each brewery, as there was a suspicion enter-
tained that the breweries in the Province did
not return one-fourth of the quantity manu-
factured-thus depriving the country of a
large revenue.

Sir John A. Macdonald thought the honour-
able gentleman should go further and state
on what reasonable grounds that suspicion
was based. In England they were so very
careful in such matters that not even a mem-
ber of the government was allowed to know
the income returned by the Rothschilds,
Baring, etc. It was every man's interest to
keep the knowledge of his business to him-
self.

Mr. Holton thought the distilleries should
be included in the motion, in order that it
might be seen what was the proportion be-
tween the grain received into these establish-
ments and the product of grain in beer and
spirits. It was a matter of notoriety that gross
frauds were committed both in respect to
beer and spirits, and the object of the motion
was, he presumed, to get data for ascertain-
ing the facts as to this, and not to attack
particular establishments.

Sir John A. Macdonald said he would have
no objection to give from each brewery and
distillery, distinguished by numbers, the
amount of grain received and amounts of
excise paid.

Mr. Mackenzie thought a return of the
nature indicated by the Minister of Justice
would not answer the purpose. In a circular
which had been addressed to the members by
a firm in the West-Grant & Co., Hamil-
ton-some extraordinary statements were
made. They said that Mr. Brunel, the chief
officer of excise, told them that the Gov-
ernment did not collect more than one-third
of the duty. They said, too, that of the large
quantity of lager beer manufactured, not one-
eighth part paid the duty.

Hon. Mr. Howland considered a return pre-
pared in the way suggested by the Minister
of Justice would serve every necessary end.
He was quite certain the assertion as to the
alleged statement of Mr. Brunel was incor-
rect.

Mr. Young said it appeared to him the
whole object of the motion would be lost
unless the name of the brewer and distiller
was given. If the particular establishment

was not named, they could not compare the
amount returned with the amount of business
done.

Mr. Oliver said he should like to amend his
motion, so as to include distilleries as well as
breweries, and with that view would allow it
to stand for the present.

DEFENCE OF THE PROVINCE

Mr. Mackenzie in the absence of Mr.
Blake, moved for copies of despatches and
correspondence between the Imperial and
Canadian Governments touching the defence
of the country.

Sir John A. MacDonald said that communi-
cations between the two Governments were
of a confidential nature, and therefore could
not be given at present. However, before any
action should be taken in the matter of
defence such papers as could be submitted
would be sent down.

The motion was allowed to stand over.

COLLECTION OF CUSTOMS AND
HARBOUR DUES

Mr. Lawson moved for a number of returns
respecting the collection of Customs and
Harbour tolls,-Carried.

SALARIES OF GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS

Hon. Mr. Smith moved for returns showing
the salaries of Post-masters and Post Office
Clerks, Treasurers and Deputy Treasurers
and collectors of Customs and Inland
Revenue and Excise in the Dominion of
Canada, and also the officers and employees
on the Government Railways in New Bruns-
wick and Nova Scotia.-carried.

SECRET SERVICE MONEY

Mr. Mackenzie, in the absence of Mr.
Blake, moved for a return showing the
amount remaining unexpended on the lst day
of July last, of the sums granted during last
session of the Parliament of the Province of
Canada, for secret service; and, also, of the
amount remaining unexpended at this
date -Carried.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILROAD

Mr. Robitaille moved an address for copies
of all correspondence, etc., relating to the In-
tercolonial Ralilroad since the conference held
at Quebec on the subject of the Union of the
Provinces.-Carried.
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HARBOURS ON LAKE HURON

Mr. Sproat moved for a return of all sur-
veys and reports having reference to the
harbours on the east coast of Lake Huron.
-Carried.

BURLINGTON BAY CANAL TOLLS

Mr. White moved for a return of the
amount of tolls collected at Burlington Bay
Canal from the 1st of April, 1864, to lst July,
1867.

Mr. White said his object in moving for
this return was to show the people of Ham-
ilton that they had lost a very good offer by
a former Government respecting the transfer
of this work to the City, and to show also the
injustice of the tax on vessels entering or
leaving that port. Vessels and goods could
pass through the Welland and St. Lawrence
Canals to the sea-board by paying one toll,
while those from Hamilton had to pay two
tolls.

Mr. Magill, seconder of the motion, said
that the ultimate object of the motion was to
get the canal tolls abolished, so that the Port
of Hamilton should be in the same position as
the other ports in the Dominion. At present
the merchants of Hamilton laboured under a
very great grievance. The people of the
United States could ship through the Welland
and St. Lawrence Canals by paying but one
toll, whereas Hamilton merchants had to pay
two.

The motion was carried.

THE VACANCIES IN THE CABINET

Mr. Holton said that before the orders of
the day were called, he desired to ask the
Leader of the Government whether the
negotiations to which reference was made
last week, in regard to the filling up of
vacant offices in the Govermnent, had been
concluded. The Leader of the Government
had then said that negotiations were in such a
condition that be hoped in a day or two to be
able to announce the result to the House. He
wished now to give that honourable gentle-
man an opportunity of making that state-
ment.

Sir John A. Macdonald said he had a
motion to make which would serve as a reply
to his honourable friend. He moved that a
writ do issue for the election of a member for
the County of Huntingdon, vacant by the
acceptance by the Hon. John Rose of the
office of Finance Minister. He went on to say

that, on the recommendation of the late Fi-
nance Minister (Mr. Galt), negotiations were
opened with a view to the appointment of the
Minister of Inland Revenue (Mr. Howland) to
the vacancy. He preferred holding his present
office, which was not such an onerous charge
as that of Minister of Finance. Negotiations
were then entered into with the late member
for Huntingdon, and that gentleman, after a
considerable amount of reluctance, and a
desire to be saved from the anxiety of that
office, yielded to pressure, and accepted the
appointment. With respect to the other
office-the Secretaryship for the Provin-
ce-that had not been filled, and when be
said the other day that negotiations were on
foot which be hoped would result successful-
ly, he meant only the office of Minister of
Finance. He did not intend at present to enter
into the question of the distribution of offices,
but might say that the distribution so far
was, in a great degree, experimental. He did
think, and still thought, that the duties of
Secretary were so increased that one officer
was unable to perform them. The office of
Secretary of State was one of every-day
labour, requiring every-day attention, and,
with the development of the country, its
duties were every day increasing. The Pro-
vincial Secretary, of Quebec, required two
under secretaries to assist in discharging his
duties. Those of the Secretary of the Do-
minion were, to some extent diminished, be-
cause a good deal of work has been localized;
but the area of work was enlarged, and
therefore the Secretary of the Dominion
would have as much to do as the old Pro-
vincial Secretary had. Besides that, the
Government had thought it well to add to the
duties of Secretary of the Provinces two
important branches. The Indian Affairs were
formerly managed by the Commissioner of
Crown Lands. We had now no commissioner,
so there were no Crown Lands except the
Public Lands, and his duties had been placed
in the hands of the Secretary of State. The
Ordnance Lands which had been handed over
to the Provincial Government in considera-
tion with maintaining a certain defensive
force, were also put under the management
of the Secretary of State. Then there would
always be a considerable amount of corre-
spondence between the Local and General
Governments. How far these duties would be
sufficient to occupy the attention of a Min-
ister, had not yet been sufficiently developed
and for the present it was not intended to
appoint a successor to the Secretary of State
for the Provinces.
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Mr. Holion said that, of course, in the
absence of the Minister of Finance, it would
be undesirable to make any remarks as to his
fitness for this office; but the honourable
leader of the Government would see that in
view of the well known opinions of that
gentleman-(Mr. Rose)-on trade questions,
as developed last session, the public of the
Dominion would be interested to know
the change, which had taken place in the
personnel of that, by far the most important
department of Government. Of course it was
fresh in the recollection of every member
of the House, that in the session of 1866,
the commercial policy of the late Minister of
Finance, Mr. Galt, had no more strenuous
opponent in this House than Mr. Rose.

Sir John A. Macdonald-He voted for that
policy.

Mr. Holton-The honourable gentleman
says he voted for it which would have been
to say, what he would not otherwise have
said. In the absence of the Hon. Minister of
Finance, that honourable gentleman made a
very elaborate speech against that tariff, he
applied every variety of argument to it, and
was among the strongest opponents of it, and
the question which would most interest the
people of the country, was not as to the
individual who was to receive the appoint-
ment, but as to its bearing on the commercial
policy of the country. Of course in the long
negotiations which have taken place as to the
acceptance of office by Mr. Rose, it might be
fairly assumed that this had been the difficul-
ty-how to reconcile his views as a high
protectionist, with the views of Government,
and he (Mr. Holton) thought the conclusion
reached as to the public policy as affected by
this change were fair subjects of enquiry, and
he hoped his honourable friend, the leader of
the Government, would be prepared to state
them.

Sir John A. Macdonald said he did not
propose to discuss the position of the honour-
able Minister of Finance in his absence, but
he could state that the monetary policy of the
Government which was framed on the 2nd of
July last, when Mr. Galt was appointed
Minister of Finance, would be carried out.

A QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE

Mr. Holton intimated that to-morrow he
proposed calling the attention of the House to
a question of privilege, namely, position of
certain officers of the Crown in the Provinces

of Ontario and Quebec, as bearing upon their
right under the independence of Parliament
Act to occupy seats in the House. He had
proposed doing so to-day, but his honourable
friend the member for Cornwall was absent,
and not having had an opportunity of com-
municating with the leader of the Govern-
ment before the meeting of the House, he
concluded to postpone it until to-morrow, and
gave this intimation. Before sitting down, he
wished to enquire of the Minister of Inland
Revenue when he might look for the public
accounts of the late Province of Canada. We
had none for the two years ending July 1866
and 1867. And also when the trade and navi-
gation returns for the same period would be
brought down.

Hon. Mr. Howland said the public accounts
would be submitted to-morrow, and the trade
and navigation returns in the course of the
week.

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY

Sir John A. Macdonald brought down a
message from His Excellency to the House of
Commons, as follows:-

I thank you for your dutiful and loyal address,
and for the assurance that the Important business
to be submitted to you will receive your attention.

KAMOURASKA ELECTION RETURN

On motion of Sir John A. MacDonald, Mr.
Langevin, the Clerk of the Crown in Canada,
attended with the return of the last election
of the County of Kamouraska, and all other
documents received by him connected there-
with.

NOTICE OF MOTIONS

Mr. Bellerose-Wednesday next-Bill enti-
tled "an Act respecting timber on the naviga-
ble rivers of the Dominion."

Hon. Mr. Connell-Wednesday next-Ad-
dress for returns of names of all officers or
employees connected with Parliament or
Departmental Buildings, with salaries, etc.;
the amount expended on Buildings, amount
due or claimed to be due on contracts for
erection of Parliament Buildings, and esti-
mate of the cost of completing the same.

Hon. Mr. Connell-Wednesday next-En-
quiry whether the government contemplate
making any further survey of the different
routes for the Intercolonial Railway previous
to locating the line; if so, what line they
intend to survey, and whether a measure for
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the construction will be introduced this ses- Government of the Dominion and the Lieu-
sion. tenant-Governor of Ontario.

Mr. Savary-Wednesday next-Enquiry of
the Minister whether it is the intention of the
Government to introduce during the present
session a Bill relating to patents, permitting
American citizens to receive patents, etc.

Mr. Magill-Wednesday next.-Inquiry
whether it is the intention of Government to
make good the charitable appropriations in
the Province of Ontario to 3rd June, 1867.

Hon. Mr. Anglin-Wednesday next.-En-
quiry of the Ministry whether any persons
named in Her Majesty's proclamation to
represent New Brunswick in the Senate have
declined the seats; and if so, if the Ministry
in filling vacancies intend to give due weight
to the just and reasonable claims of the
Catholics of New Brunswick in proportion to
the members.

Mr. Blanchef-Wednesday next.-Enquiry
whether it is the intention of Government to
recompense, either by grant of land or other-
wise, the Volunteers who were out during the
Fenian invasion, as well as those who have
served for five years.

Mr. Bellerose-Wednesday next.-Address
for statement of cost of roads in the Isle of
Jesus.

Dr. Parker-Wednesday next.-Address for
copies of correspondence, etc. between the

Mr. Tremblay-Wednesday next.-Enquiry
whether the Government intend to erect a
lighthouse at Port Neuf Point, Egg Island
and Manicouagan Point, and to place a float-
ing light and steam whistle at the eastern
extremity of Red Island Shoal in the river St.
Lawrence.

Mr. Blanchef-Wednesday next .- Address
for copies of correspondence with Her
Majesty's principal Secretary of State for the
Colonies with regard to the termination of
the Railway intended to connect Quebec with
Halifax.

Hon. Mr. Fisher-Wednesday next.-En-
quiry whether the Judges of the Superior
Court of New Brunswick have made any
claim for salary or allowance other than what
is allowed by the law of that Province.

Mr. Masson-Wednesday next.-Whether
the General or Local Governments will have
the appointment of Magistrates.

Mr. Fortier-Wednesday next.-Enquiry as
to the intention of the Government in refer-
ence to navigation on the maritime coast of
Canada, The Gulf and River St. Lawrence
and Great Lakes, etc. etc.

The House adjourned at half-past four.

Mr. Conneli (Carleton, N.B.)]
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Tuesday, November 19, 1867

The Speaker took the Chair at three
o'clock.

Mr. Dufresne presented the petitions of
George Baby, Esq., against return of F. B.
Godin for the District of Joliette.

Hon. J. S. Macdonald presented the peti-
tion of B. Hutchins, Esq., against the return
of the Hon. J. J. C. Abbott for the County of
Argenteuil.

Hon. Mr. Kierzkowski presented the petition
of R. E. Fontaine against the return of P. S.
Gendron for the County of Bagot.

Mr. Huoi presented the petition of Adolphe
Gagnon against the return of F. X. Cimon for
the County of Charlevoix.

Hon. Mr. Cartier presented the petition of
the Hon. J. C. Chapais, complaining of the
return for the District of Kamouraska and
claiming the seat.

Mr. Fortier presented the petition of Mr.
Lanctot against the return of Hon. G. E.
Cartier for Montreal East.

Mr. Casauli presented the petition of J. A.
N. Provencher against the return of Mr.
Fortier for the District of Yamaska.

Mr. Simard presented the petition of L. B.
Massue against the return of F. Geoffrion for
the District of Vercheres.

Hon. Mr. Dorion presented the petition of
L. B. Caron against the return of B. Pouliot
for the County of L'Islet.

Mr. Archambauli presented the petition of
J. Lanoutte against the return of the Hon. A.
A. Dorion for the District of Hochelaga.

Mr. McCarthy presented the petition of S.
Franchemontagne against the return of A. H.
Paquet for the District of Berthier.

Hon. Mr. Dorion presented the petition of
P. V. Valin against the return of P. G. Huot
for the electoral Division of Quebec East.

STANDING COMMITTEES

Sir John A. Macdonald from the commit-
tee appointed to strike the select standing
committees of the House, presented lists of
such committees which were concurred in.

PRINTING COMMITTEE

Mr. Mackenzie moved that a message be
sent to the Senate, requesting that body to
unite with this House in the formation of a
joint committee on printing.-Carried.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Sir John A. Macdonald moved that in
addition to Tuesday and Friday, as at pres-
ent, Thursday be a day for Government
business-that on those days, after Govern-
ment business, other business may be taken
up, and that on Mondays and Wednesdays
after the business in hand of private mem-
bers is gone through with, Government busi-
ness may be taken up.-Carried.

Mr. Holion said he entirely approved of
this motion as likely to accelerate business in
the House, but he desired to ask whether the
leader of the Government would now or on
an early day state what measure Ministers
proposed introducing to the House and press-
ing to a final passage during this part of the
session. It seemed to be generally understood
that the session was to be divided into two
parts-one to be brought to a close as early
as possible in December, and that an ad-
journment should then take place to give the
Government time and opportunity to elabo-
rate the measures which they were not now
prepared to submit. This under the actual
circumstances of the case seemed a reasona-
ble course for the Government to pursue, but
he thought it right that the Government
should communicate to the House the order
in which they proposed to deal with the
public business.

Sir John A. Macdonald said it was the
intention of the Government to divide the
session into two parts. The Government of
the Dominion was formed on the lst of July
and very soon afterwards the members had
to devote their time to their own elections
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and elections of their friends. During that
time, of course, they had no opportunity to
prepare their measures and elaborate the
details. The House then had to be summoned
in order to meet the requirements of the
Union Act, to pass the supplies and such
measures as were immediately necessary. He
hoped tomorrow to be able to state what
measures would be pressed on the attention
of the House during the first part of the
session, which he hoped would be got through
in a very short period. It was proposed that
Parliament should meet again in February.
The reason of the delay was that, in the first
place, it would give the Government two
months to elaborate its measures, and they
should endeavor, as far as possible, to pre-
pare the Bills and send them to members
during the adjournment, that they might con-
sider them at their homes. Another reason
for the delay was, that the arbitrators
between the General Government and those
of Ontario and Quebec could not, according
to the Union Act, be appointed until after the
General Parliament and both Local Parlia-
ments met, and until the arbitrators met we
we could not ascertain what property the
Dominion had-what was the state of ac-
counts between the General Government's
and the Governments of Ontario and Quebec,
or how the assets and liabilities were to be
divided. He might mention now one measure
which would be submitted during this part of
the session. The Union Act rendered impera-
tive a measure for the construction of the
Intercolonial Railway; a commencement had
to be made within six months of the Union
corning into operation, and the subject there-
fore had to be dealt with without delay. The
House would be asked also to give the
necessary votes of credit carrying out the
administration of public affairs. He begged
now to give notice that he would introduce a
bill similar to the first act of last session,
continuing the suspension of the Habeas
Corpus Act, and also an act to extend to the
whole Dominion the act for the trial of for-
eign aggressors. It would be anomalous that
there should be one kind of tribunal in one
section of the Dominion for the trial of such
parties, and another kind of tribunal in
another section.

Mr. Howe said that a minister in the other
House, referring to a measure in the matter
of the fisheries and marine, stated that it
would take till next spring to prepare that
measure. Now, as the fishermen on the sea-
coast were prepared to go to sea early in the

[Sir John A. Macdonald (Kingston)]

spring, they ought to have as early a notice
as possible of what the intentions of the
Government are.

Sir John A. Macdonald said he had no
doubt the Fisheries Bill would be introduced
early in the second part of the session.

Mr. Howe, in regard to the period when
Parliament should re-assemble, said he would
prefer the second part of the session should
not commence till March. If we were having
February weather now, what sort of weather
we would have in February, who could tell!
(Laughter)

Sir John A. Macdonald said that if they
met in March the Nova Scotians would be
telling them they were as mad as March
hares. Here it had been found that the best
normal period for assembling Parliament was
the end of January or the early part of
February.

The motion was carried.

INTERPRETATION OF THE STATUTES

Sir John A. Macdonald introduced a Bill
respecting the interpretation and'construction
of the Statutes.

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR CANADA

Hon. Mr. Langevin introduced a Bill re-
specting the Department of Secretary of State
for Canada. In introducing the Bill, Mr.
Langevin explained the provisions of the
proposed measures. The Department of
Secretary of State for Canada was to be
under the management of the Secretary of
State, and Under-Secretary of State. The
Under-Secretary of State would perform the
duties assigned to him by the Governor
General or Secretary of State, and the De-
partment would be a medium of communica-
tion between the Government of the Do-
minion and the Imperial Government and
other parties. Besides the Secretaryship, the
office of Registrarship of the Dominion would
also be vested in the Secretary of State; and,
as Registrar-General, he would have to regis-
ter letters patent and other instruments and
documents, under the great seal of Canada.
The Indian Department would form a branch
department of the Secretary of State, under
the control of which all Indian lands and
grants in the Dominion would be placed. The
laws in the various Provinces in regard to
Indian affairs being different, it was neces-
sary, and provision was made in this Bill to
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assimilate them and make one law which
would be applicable to the whole Dominion.
Besides that, in the former Province of
Canada, the Ordnance lands had been trans-
ferred by the Imperial Government and were
under control of the Provincial authorities.
These lands would also be fully under the
control of the Secretary of State for Canada,
and provisions were made in the Bill for
carrying out that proposition. He (Mr.
Langevin) had also tried to incorporate in the
Bill provisions which would acquaint persons
having business with the department with all
laws having reference to the Ordnance and
Indian lands and general business of the
department. More special provisions were al-
so inserted to prevent trespassing on Indian
lands. Formerly while Indians were absent on
their hunting journeys, persons often settled
on their lands, and if they had undisputed
possession six months, could not be removed.
In order to reach them and protect the In-
dians it was proposed to extend this period of
six months to one year, so that these parties
could be ejected within that time. If it was in
order he would ask whether there was now a
Secretary of State for the Provinces, or
whether it was intended to fill that office.

Sir John A. Macdonald said it was not in-
tended to fill that office immediately. Mr.
Archibald was still acting as Secretary of the
Provinces, and his services were of the
greatest advantage at this moment in conse-
quence of the numerous applications now
being made on the department. The establish-
ment of this department was an experiment,
and it was not yet decided whether there
should be a new distribution as far as the
duties of the Secretaryship of State were
concerned.

Mr. Holton asked whether the whole duties
of both offices were to be confined to the
Department? Whether after the passage of
the Bill there would be room for the Secre-
taryship of State for the Provinces in the
machinery of the Government? The Minister
of Justice was understood to say last night
-at least they understood his statement to
lmply-that there was to be but one Secre-
tary of State for the Dominion.

Hon. Mr. Langevin said the intention was
to make provision in this Bill by which
certain of the duties assigned to the Secretary
of State for the Provinces, might be trans-
ferred to the Department of the Secretary of
State for Canada, if compatible with the
public interests.

The Bill was read.

THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS

Hon. Mr. Howland laid on the table the
Public Accounts of the Province of Canada,
for the year ending June 30, 1866.

Mr. Holton asked when the Public Ac-
counts for 1867 would be ready. Nearly five
months since the fiscal year had ended, and
yet the accounts were not ready, although the
duties of the officers of the Finance Depart-
ment must have been lessened in consequence
of the change of system.

Hon. Mr. Howland said that on the con-
trary, those duties had, temporarily at least,
been largely increased in consequence of that
change-especially those of the Audit officers.
He would inform the honourable member
to-morrow when the accounts for 1867 would
be ready.

INDEMNITY TO MEMBERS

Sir John A. Macdonald moved that the
House go into Committee of the Whole on the
resolutions respecting the indemnity to mem-
bers and the salaries of the Speakers of both
Houses of Parliament.

Sir John A. Macdonald explained the
provisions of the law of the former Provinces
of Canada, which he said had been found to
work satisfactorily, and the principle of
which had therefore been adopted by the
Government in these resolutions. He proposed
to fill up the blanks in the clause respecting
the salaries of Speakers of the Senate and the
House of Commons with a sum equal that
formerly paid Speakers of the Legislative
Council and Legislative Assembly of Canada.

The motion was carried.

The House then went into Committee, Mr.
Morris in the chair.

Mr. Mackenzie said he was in favour of an
allowance per diem for indemnity to mem-
bers till it reached a certain amount which it
was not to exceed.

Mr. Blake said, that in such an event, it
was obvious that members remaining in the
House to attend the public business of the
country would consider that they were do-
ing so at their own charges, and conse-
quently important measures would be hurried
through at the close of the session, without
receiving proper attention. The true remedy
for this is to pay members a per diem allow-
ance for the time they remain here. It was
not a right principle to receive $180 for thirty
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days and $60 for thirty-one days. They were
not dealing with this question for this session
only but for future sessions. It was reason-
able to suppose that their sessions would be
very much shorter than were the sessions of
the old Canadian Parliament, and it would be
unfair to pay themselves a sum based upon
the sessions of that Parliament.

Mr. Holfon was surprised that the Minister
of Public Works and the Minister of Internal
Revenue should acquiesce in the statement
that a sessional allowance worked satisfac-
torily in the late Province of Canada. It was
adopting a system used in New York and
applicable in that country to a different sys-
tem of Government from this country. The
pay members get there is $3.00 per day, and
the time of the session limited to one hundred
days. They meet on a fixed day, and it is in
their own power to shorten the time of the
session. Here they meet at the call of the
Executive, in whose hands are all important
measures, and they rise not by their own will,
but by the will of Ministers. He had known
Ministers in former times bring in measures
at the heel of the session, which were passed
through without receiving proper considera-
tion in Parliament. That mode of indemnify-
ing members of Parliament is not applicable
to the British system of Government. Under
that mode they could not get a session closed
under thirty days, but after that time had
expired, a great number of members would
feel they were staying at the seat of Gov-
ernment at their own expense, and they
would be impatient if any member, in the
discharge of public duties, sought to enforce
upon Parliament a proper consideration for
the measures submitted to it. They should
adopt such a system of indemnity as would
pay members for whatever time the exigen-
cies of the public service required them to
stay here.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said that he had al-
ways endeavoured to vote for any question
that came before the House, if he believed it
for the public interest for the time being. He
did not think that there was any member in
this Parliament, who was a member of the
late Parliament of Canada, but he would say
that under this rule of sessional allowance
the session had been shorter and the expenses
less, than under the old rule of paying mem-
bers by the day. Before they adopted the new
mode, he had known sessions to be prolonged
to upwards of six months.

Mr. Fisher said that they looked to Canada
for a precedent in this matter, without any

[Mr. Blake (Durham West)]

regard to what had been the practice in the
Maritime Provinces. He did not think that the
mileage proposed was just to these Provinces.
The mileage was to be paid according to
distance by the nearest mail route, but they
could not travel by that route. In Canada the
facilities for travelling were such that the
expenses were very light, and they could
calculate just what they would be, but the
case was different in the Maritime Provinces,
where there were not the same facilities, and
delays were occasioned by heavy fails of
snow. He had spent one day in travelling
twelve miles on the road to Fredericton. In
New Brunswick the rate of mileage was one
shilling per mile each way, and this, he
thought, was none too much.

Sir John A. Macdonald said if he could be
shown that the rate of mileage was unjust to
the Maritime Provinces, it should be rectified.
His honourable friend must remember that if
the mileage of New Brunswick members
was less than they had been accustomed to
receive their pay was increased from $4 to $6
per day. Thus they would receive a larger
amount at the close of the session than they
would receive in their own Province. In mov-
ing the Address, his honourable friend had
given members from Upper Canada a speech
on economy which had sunk deep in their
hearts. He said the general belief in New
Brunswick was that we were extravagant and
he cautioned us to try by every reasonable
means to remove that impression. Now, on
the first attempt they made to correct that
impression his honourable friend was going
to vote against it. If the pay of members was
insufficient he would sooner increase it than
have the amount made up in the mileage. If
members wish to increase the indemnity let
them express it and the Government will
consider it, though he considered if they had
erred at all it had been on the side of
liberality-previous to their adopting a ses-
sional allowance in the old Parliament of
Canada, it was alleged in the newspapers that
their session lingered on for five or six
months because some members did not care
about going home when they were in com-
fortable quarters, receiving six dollars per
day. To do away with that impression we
made a calculation what the ordinary time of
a session would be and we came to the
conclusion that a bona fide business session
could be compressed, and that six hundred
dollars was sufficient pay for each member;
after that it did happen that their sessions
were condensed into a reasonable compass. In
regard to the present Parliament, he thought
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the first two or three sessions might not sit
quite three months, but with the increase of
area session would soon be as long as former-
ly. It has been said, when members had a
sessional allowance, they would be anxious to
get home, and would not stay to give proper
attention to important measures. Every mem-
ber must wait till the end of the session, till
the Government brings all their measures
down; if a member leaves his place there is a
deduction from his pay made for every day
he is absent.

Mr. Johnson could tell his honourable
friend, the leader of the Government, that a
man could live better in the Maritime
Provinces on $4 per day than on $6 here. As
good board could be had there at $1 per day
as for $2.50 here, and there members could
run home and spend a day or two in looking
after their business, whilst when once here
they had to stay for the session. The word
indemnity was sound, if they were to be told
that thirty shillings per diem were to recom-
pense them for their time and expenses. If
the honourable leader of the Government was
making comparisons between this Province
and New Brunswick, he could tell him that
Ministers there only received £600-(hear, and
laughter)-and he was perfectly willing if
they were economizing, to cut down official
salaries. He did not hesitate to say that the
people of New Brunswick valued the services
of their members and wanted to see them
through harmless. Some might give a little in
order that others might not lose, but if so, let
nothing be said about it. Ten cents would not
cover expenses, and it would be better to
have nothing and let it be understood that
they served from patriotism.

Mr. Masson, of Terrebonne, as a volunteer
officer, he had experience in regard to trav-
elling allowances, and knew that three or
four cents per mile was the rate for railway
and steamboat travelling, and ten cents per
mile for carriages. He considered an average
of ten cents fair enough.

Mr. Blake thought members might be paid
on the principles acted upon with respect to
witnesses in courts of justice, and receive
such a sum as their expenses would seem to
have amounted to. He thought they ought to
adopt a maximum; but members should certi-
fy what their travelling expenses were and
receive no more. He did not think they
should vote themselves what the leader of the
Government himself admitted was too large
an allowance. If members were capable of
prolonging the session for the sake of getting

six dollars a day, they would certainly be
capable of hurrying it to a conclusion for the
sake of getting six hundred.

The House then rose.

EVENING SESSION

After the recess,
Hon. Mr. Cartier resumed the debate on

the indemnity to members. He said that the
Bill before the House was not a new one to
members from the late Provinces of Upper
and Lower Canada. In 1859, he brought in a
Bill similar to the one now before the House.
The principle of that Bill was approved of
not only by the then Government, but also by
the Hon. Mr. Brown and a large majority of
his party. The same principle was adopted at
Washington in reference to the indemnity of
members of the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives. With regard to mileage there
was some difficulty, but so soon as the In-
tercolonial Railway should be built, that diffi-
culty would in a great measure be removed.
Then equalization in regard to mileage would
be effected. For the present, his honourable
friend from New Brunswick ought not to find
fault with the proposed system of mileage,
because the indemnity to members of the
New Brunswick Legislature was but $4 per
diem instead of $6. Besides the members from
Gaspe and Bonaventure have nearly as great
a distance to travel from the nearest railway
station, and yet they had always been sat-
isfied with the mileage.

Mr. Holton admitted that the Hon. Mr.
Brown, and some of his friends, had ac-
quiesced in 1859, in the motion of the honour-
able gentleman, at present Minister of Mi-
litia. But there was a general opinion among
gentlemen opposite that Mr. Brown did some-
times make mistakes, and he (Mr. Holton)
was willing to admit that this was a mistake
on the part of that gentleman; though, per-
haps, not so great a mistake as he committed
when he entered the Government with the
honourable gentleman opposite. (Laughter).
He denied that the working of the bill of 1859
had proved satisfactory to Canada.

Mr. Johnson, of Northumberland, N.B., said
that the remarks of the Minister of Militia
seemed to indicate that he considered New
Brunswick as a mere appendage to Canada.
He (Mr. Johnson) wished to forget that there
were such dividing lines between the Prov-
inces; but, at the same time, justice must be
given to all. Sixpence a mile was not enough
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to pay the travelling expenses of members
from New Brunswick. He was afraid the
Government was trying to be economical at
the expense of New Brunswick members. He
would move, in addition, that members of
Government receive no sessional allowance
nor mileage.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said that members of the
Government always paid their own expenses
when travelling on official duties. He hoped to
see the day when the country would be
wealthy enough to enable them to adopt the
English principle-that is, for members of the
House to receive no pay whatever for their
services; but at present that was impossible.

Mr. Connell did not wish it to be under-
stood that New Brunswick members desired
any increase in the expenditure. At the same
time, if there was a mileage, it should be so
arranged as to give justice to all parties. He
was of the same opinion as his friend from
Northumberland, that though sixpence a mile
might be sufficient to meet the travelling
expenses of members from Ontario, it was
not sufficient to meet the expenses of those
from New Brunswick, many of whom had to
travel a long distance after leaving the rail-
way.

Mr. Blanchet said there were only two
countries where members were not paid
-England and Germany. We must not have
wages, but only indemnity for expenses, and
this indemnity must be the same for al
members of the Dominion.

Mr. Fisher made some further remarks on
the mileage question.

Mr. Blake, with reference to the second
resolution, which provides a reduction of $5
for each day a member is absent when the
House sits, said he preferred the original Act,
which provided for a reduction on each day a
member was absent from the Seat of Gov-
ernment, whether the House sat or not. The
original provision tended better to secure
attendance on Monday, when the House ad-
journed from Friday till that day-being a
check on those who availed themselves of
that adjournment to go to their homes.

Mr. Cheval said he wished the indemnity
per diem diminished every month-never be-
ing over $630 per annum, instead of being so
much per session. He believed, also, that
Ministers' salaries were too high in propor-
tion to that of members.

[Mr. Johnson (Northumberland)]

Mr. Dufresne expressed the opinion that
perhaps the indemnity was too low and could
be raised at least indirectly by making two
sessions instead of adjourning.

The resolutions were then agreed to, with.
considerable amendment on the 5th and the
blanks in the resolutions relating to the salar-
ies of Speakers of the Senate and of the
Commons being filled up with $3,000 to each.

Hon. Sandfield Macdonald, in connection
with the resolutions as to Speakers' salaries,
commended the action of Speaker Cockburn
in giving social entertainment to members,
and said such reunions while he was himself
Speaker had had a most happy effect in
smoothing down asperities between the gen-
tlemen on the opposite side of the House. He
suggested that rooms should be fitted up in
the House for giving such entertainments,
and that the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to
provide a dinner service.

Mr. Mackenzie said if any one was to be
entrusted with the duty suggested, he thought
none could do it cheaper than the member
for Cornwall. It was reported that he had
bought up al the old chairs and tables in all
the brokers' shops in Toronto, to fit up the
Government buildings there. (Laughs). From
his remarks to-night he presumed the honour-
able gentleman contemplated dining himself
into a majority when the Local Legislature
assembles at Toronto. He thought it would be
premature, however, to take the honourable
gentleman's proposition into consideration.

Sir John A. Macdonald said that if the
proposition were to be carried out, he hoped
his honourable friend from Cornwall would
give his services to select the furniture.
(Laughter). He concurred in the satisfaction
expressed with the inauguration of a series of
social reunions under the auspices of the
Speaker.

The resolutions having been reported, were
concurred in by the House.

Sir John A. Macdonald introduced a Bill
founded on the same.

Sir John A. Macdonald then moved the
formal resolutions necessary to constitute a
Committee of Supply, and that the House
will, on Friday, resolve itself into such
Committee. Oarried.

Hon. Mr. Connell (Carleton, N.B.,) said
that coming here as, he supposed, all honour-
able members came, a representative for the
Dominion of Canada, he was surprised to
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hear so much stress laid on former Canadian
practices, and to have such references made
as honourable members had indulged in. It
was of no importance to them what Mr.
George Brown's opinions had been, but what
it was of importance for them to consider
was, how best to serve the general interest
and how do equal justice to the Maritime as
well as the interior Provinces of the Do-
minion. He only wanted justice, and it was a
matter of small moment to him what the pay
of members was, or how much mileage they
were paid so long as a spirit of justice
governed the decision. He quite sympathized
with the remark of the honourable Minister
of Militia, with regard to the importance of
an early completion of the Intercolonial
Railway, upon which so largely depended the
future prosperity of the great Dominion,
which they had now assembled to inaugurate;
he was, as were the people of New Bruns-
wick, anxiously and warmly interested in
the progress of that undertaking, but he must
repudiate the idea advised by the Honourable
Minister of Militia that New Brunswick
members were actuated by any paltry desire
to get what they could from the public chest.
He desired to see a spirit of economy exer-
cised; but he did not want to see it applied in
a partial or invidious manner. The country
required that such a consistent system at the

outset of the Dominion should be adopted as
would relieve the public mind of any fears of
extravagance ruling. Let the Government in
their efforts for economy begin with them-
selves, and so down through all the depart-
ments apply the same principle. He had given
notice of an enquiry which would bring some
important information before the House, and
enable honourable members to know for
what special service so many employees as
were to be found in connection with Parlia-
ment were required, and how they were
appointed, and how much salary they re-
ceived. He had come here an independent
member, representing an independent and
intelligent constituency; he was not pledged
to the support of any government, but he was
bound to try all measures submitted, and act
upon them in the light, according to his
judgment of their effects upon the country
and its interests.

Mr. Holton said he believed he would best
consult the convenience of the House by
postponing till to-morrow the question he
intended to raise with regard to seats held in
the House by members in the Local Gov-
ernment, and he would draw the attention of
the House to it to-morrow evening after rou-
tine business.

The House adjourned at 9:45.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Wednesday, November 20, 1867.

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

RAFTING OF TIMBER

Mr. Bellerose introduced a Bill respecting
the rafting of timber on the navigable rivers
of this Dominion.

SITTING IN BOTH LEGISLATURES

Mr. Mills introduced a Bill to disqualify
members of the Local Legislatures from sit-
ting or voting in the Senate or House of
Commons of the Dominion of Canada.

ELECTION PETITION FROM ESSEX

On the question of receiving a petition
against the return of Mr. O'Connor, for Es-
sex.

Mr. T. R. Ferguson objected. He said the
rules of the House of Commons required that
no documents should be attached to a peti-
tion. This violated the rule in having affida-
vits attached. Another objection was that the
petitioners did not state whether they were
electors or not.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the last objec-
tion was a matter to be judged of by the
Election Committee. The first objection was
of a different nature, and it might be as well
to let the motion for the reception of the
objection stand till to-morrow.

The motion accordingly stood over.

LOCAL MINISTERS SITTING IN THE
HOUSE OF COMMONS

Hon. Mr. Holton said he rose to bring
under the notice of the House the very im-
portant question of privilege, of which he had
given intimation yesterday, a question very
important both practically and theoretically
considered. Practically, as it affects the right
of seven or eight gentlemen, now occupying
seats in this House, to hold these seats; and
theoretically, because it raises an important
question of constitutional practice under the
new system of things under which we now
exist. He proposed to broach the question in

no spirit of dogmatism or captiousness, but as
a simple and earnest enquirer after the true
solution of doubts which had arisen in his
own mind, and which, he believed, were
shared by a large number of the members of
this House. He hoped it would not be dis-
cussed in any other spirit than one of enqui-
ry. The principles which he would invoke
were those which were well established in
the constitutional practice of the mother
country. He could have wished that the ques-
tion had been raised by a gentleman of the
legal profession, but perhaps it was as well
that such was not the case in order that there
might be no special pleading. The point was
this-whether those who are Ministers of
the Crown in the Province of Ontario and
Quebec are or are not precluded from sitting
and voting in this House under the In-
dependence of Parliament Act, like all similar
acts through the English speaking world, was
founded on the celebrated Act of Queen Anne
for precluding placemen from sitting in the
House of Commons; but an act was intro-
duced by Sir Louis Lafontaine in 1843 and it
prohibited a large number of placemen from
sitting in the Legislative Assembly-it re-
ceived various modifications down to 1857,
when under the present leader of the Gov-
ernment it took a very trenchant form in
which it now stands on our Statute Book.
Under that Act, all officers of the Crown
receiving any emolument directly or indirect-
ly by fee or salary except Members of the
Executive Government were excluded fron
sitting or voting in this House. Under that
Act a petty post-master or Contractor under
Government was deprived of the right of
sitting in Parliament. He here quoted the
words of the Act which excepted no one but
members of the Executive Council, and offi-
cers of the army and navy. Turning now to
the present condition of things, as created by
the Act of Union, under the authority of
which this Parliament exists, what do we
find?-that this Independence of Parliament
Act is continued in force till changed by an
Act of this Parliament-the spirit and inten-
tion of the Act being precisely this, that the
Privy Council under our new constitution
occupies exactly the same position relative to
this matter, that the old Executive Council of
Canada did, and that the Executive Council
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of Ontario and of Quebec occupy quoad this
provision, precisely the position which the
Executive Council did in the old Parliament
of Canada. In other words, that members of
the administration of this day were the only
officers of the Crown, eligible to sit and vote
in this House, while in the Local Houses,
members of the local executive were the only
ones eligible. It might be argued that these
gentlemen were not officers of the Crown;
that their appointment is through a derived
power, not from the Crown or in the Queen's
name. It was possible there might be some
force in these arguments, though he could
scarcely imagine the Attorney General of
Quebec or Ontario, prosecuting in the
Queen's name, being held not an officer of the
Crown. But if he be an officer of the Crown
and a member of the Privy Council of his
province, it raised very grave doubts whether
he had a right to sit and vote. There was
another point which he wished to notice. The
Under Secretary of State occupied rather an
anomalous position. They are appointed by
their chiefs not by the Crown, and they are
not allowed to sit in the House of Commons,
without going back for re-election; but they
sit by virtue of an express statute which
declares that no more than four of these
officers shall sit in the House of Commons. In
the absence of such express statutory provi-
sion he inferred these officers would be ex-
cluded from sitting; and if on the grounds of
public policy a certain number of gentlemen
to whom he referred, should occupy seats in
this House, then there should be special
statutory provision prohibiting any but a cer-
tain number should have seats. He did not
propose enlarging on the subject. The real
question was whether these gentlemen are or
are not officers of the Crown? He thought
they must be held to be officers of the Crown.
One word as to the proceeding which he
thought should be taken in this matter. He
would direct attention to the course taken in
the case of Mr. Forsyth, Under Secretary of
State for India. It happened through forget-
fulness probably of the state of the law, that
five Under Secretaries were found in the
House of Commons. Mr. Disraeli called atten-
tion to the state of facts, whereupon Lord
Palmerston, the leader of the House, proposed
a reference of the whole subject to a select
committee to inquire into the whole question
and report. That committee reported that this
fifth Under-Secretary was in fact in the
House contrary to law, and recommended
that a Bill of Indemnity should at once be
introduced to save Forsyth from the penalties
incurred by sitting in the House. The ad-

[Mr. Holton (Châteauguay)]

ministration at once withdrew one Under-
Secretary from the House of Commons, and
appointed a member of the House of Lords in
his place. Following this precedent, he
thought that his honourable friend at the
head of the Government should propose to
refer this matter either to a select committee
or to the Standing Committee on Privileges
and Elections. Of course, he (Sir John) was
not under the demands that sometimes exist-
ed, by reason of a close division of parties to
strain the law or desire that a bad precedent
should be established at this the commence-
ment of our new era.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said the honourable gen-
tleman (Mr. Holton) had stated his case ac-
cording to his own view as full and as
temperately and in as good spirit towards the
Government as it could be by a member of
the Opposition, in order to elicit on such an
important question, the views of the Gov-
ernment. He regretted, however, that he had
not reduced to writing the purport of his
remarks. He (Mr. Holton) contented himself
by stating that he was moving the House,
verbally, on a great question, affecting the
privileges of the House. He thought if he
consulted May or any other authority, he
would find that when a question as to a
breach of the privileges of this House was
brought, which implied a knowledge of facts
which could not be within the knowledge of
members, his statement ought to be made in
writing. He (Mr. Holton) implied that honour-
able gentlemen holding seats in this House,
were receiving salaries as members of the
Local Governments of Ontario and Quebec.
This was not within the knowledge of the
House, and it was required to take these facts
for granted. The gentlemen referred to had
no power to vote themselves salaries-that
was vested in the Local Parliaments-but
even supposing these gentlemen were receiv-
ing annual salaries, that would render the
proposition no stronger; it then came to this
-that members of another Government had
no right to occupy seats in this House. He
(Mr. Cartier) would like to see any law pro-
hibiting this. As well might it be pretended
that gentlemen holding appointments from
the Governments of the Maritime Provinces
were precluded from holding seats in this
House. The Governments of the different
provinces were as distinct as that of British
Columbia was from ours. Even supposing that
the legislatures of the provinces had met and
voted salaries to local Ministers, he still con-
tended that they could sit in this House, if
otherwise qualified. The Local Governments
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do not derive their power from the General
Government, but receive appointments in the
Queen's name, under the great seal. The
Governments of Quebec and Ontario are car-
rying on matters pertaining to them respec-
tively in the name of the Queen, and the Act
of Union did not pretend to make any provi-
sion in regard to the Local Governments. He
quoted from the Act with the object of show-
ing the jealousy with which such interference
had been guarded against. He understood his
honourable friend to regard New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia as mere appendages of
Canada.

Hon. Mr. Holton said he held their officers
to be officers of the Crown, and, if so, they
could not sit here. Unless he was misin-
formed, one of the luminaries of the law
appointed by his honourable friend as a
Crown Prosecutor, refused to address his
chief, Mr. Ouimet, by title of honourable, on
the ground that he was not a Queen's officer,
but appointed by the Lieut.-Governor. He
(Mr. Holton) did not hold that ground. He
maintained that these gentlemen were officers
of the Crown, and because they are such
within the territorial limits of the late
Province of Canada, to which this Act ap-
plies, he held that they had no right to sit
here. This question had no reference to Nova
Scotia or New Brunswick at all, but had
arisen out of a Canadian Statute, continued
in force by the Imperial Act.

Hon. Mr. Cartier thought the honourable
gentleman should have been content that he
was not petitioned against, and have left his
Chateaugay contest alone. His honourable
friend contended that the heads of depart-
ments in Ontario and Quebec had no right to
sit in this House. He (Mr. Cartier) said they
held these offices provisionally the same as
the heads of departments in this House. Ev-
erything was left provisional, in order to give
an opportunity to the Parliament of Canada
to legislate upon the matter. No head of
department was named by the Union Act.
They were acting as Ministers of the Gov-
ernment, and their salaries were to be the
subject of legislation, the same law would
apply to them as to heads of Departments in
Ontario and Quebec. Mr. Rose was appointed
Minister of Finance, and there was no law
which could be brought to compel him to be
re-elected by his constituents. Although Mr.
Rose, as soon as he was appointed Minister of
Finance, resigned his seat in the House so
that his constituents should have the oppor-
tunity of re-electing him in that capacity, he
was not obliged to do so by any Act of

Parliament. Mr. Cartier then read portions of
the Act of Union, to prove that heads of
Departments in Ontario and Quebec, had the
right both by the spirit and letter of the law
to hold seats in this Parliament.

Hon. Mr. Johnson thought the local and
general governments were altogether dis-
tinct, and that one had no influence over
the other. This being the case, a member
of one of the Local Governments would not
be disqualified from holding a seat in the
Commons.

Mr. Smith did not interpret the statute
in the same light as his friend, the member
for Chateauguay. According to the letter of
the law members of the Local Government
were certainly entitled to a seat here. Until
special provision is made, the law existing
in Canada before the Union remains in force
in the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec. Ac-
cording to his interpretation of that law
members of the Local Government were not
only entitled to a seat in the Commons, but
were also entitled to the same salary which
members of the Government had before the
Union; namely, $5,000 a year.

Mr. Morris thought that as a matter of
policy an Act should be passed preventing
members of the Local Government from
holding seats in the Commons in future, but
as the Act now stood they were eligible.

Hon. Mr. Howe said the member for
Chateauguay was only discharging a public
duty in bringing the subject before the House
and country. He had put the case fairly before
the Government, and left it to them to deal
with it. It was in accordance with the spirit of
the British constitution that there should not
be any members of Parliament receiving
emolument from or under the influence of the
Crown. This principle was carried out in the
legislatures of all the Provinces. It was a
matter of very great importance. Ontario and
Quebec, he understood, sent twenty members
to the Commons, who also held seats in their
respective Local Legislatures. If the principle
is admitted to be correct, what is to prevent
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick sending
other twenty from their legislatures. Then
when Prince Edward Island and British
Columbia were added to Confederation, the
number would go on increasing alnost ad
infinitum. It is a matter which should be
dealt with. If in the haste with which this
Dominion Act had been constructed it had
been overlooked, it is the duty of the Gov-
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ernment to provide for it now. It ought to be
dealt with at once, either by this Government
or by the Committee on Privileges, so that we
should know exactly where we are. He would
not trouble the House at present, and es-
pecially as his honourable friend from
Montreal West was not in his seat; but he
would like to take an early opportunity when
that gentleman would be present to revert to
the somewhat extraordinary remarks con-
tained in his late speech before the House.

Mr. Blake said the argument that the four
Provinces are as distant from the Dominion
as any other dependency of the Crown was
quite untenable. The Governments were, in a
sense, independent, and long might they so
continue; but the fact that the Provinces
comprise the territory and the population of
the Dominion, the right of the Government of
the Dominion to appoint the Lieut.-Governors
and veto the Acts of the Local Legislatures,
the many points of concurrent or perhaps
conflicting jurisdiction rendered it evident
that the case was a peculiar one. We had
heard during the election a great deal of the
necessity of the Local and General Govern-
ments being in harmony-of the members of
each Administration having the confidence of
the other-and of the importance of members
of the Local Governments being in har-
mony-of the members of each Administra-
tion having the confidence of the other-and
of the importance of members of the Local
Governments being also members of this
House. The Minister of Justice had stated
that this was a matter of great importance in
the case of the Treasurer of Ontario, the
member for South Brant, and had given
"private reasons" for it, which, if made pub-
lie, would show no doubt that he then con-
ceived that his party preached that there was
or ought to be an intimate relation between
the two Governments (hear, hear)-why
otherwise should it have been of such conse-
quence that the Treasurer of Ontario should
be a member of this House? It was in order
that he and the other members of the Local
Governments might in this House be follow-
ers and supporters of ministers, be controlled
by their influence and guided by their policy,
and then, of course, when they met their own
Parliaments their course there would be
guided by their course and their alliances in
this House. (Hear, hear). In a word, they
would be subservient to the Government of
the Dominion. Therefore in order that the
measure of Independence which was given by
the Union Act should be preserved, it was
very necessary that the members of the Local

[Mr. Howe (Hants)]

Government should not be members of this
House, and the fewer the members holding
salaried offices under the Crown, who were
members of this House, the more effectually
would its independence and dignity be main-
tained. This line of argument was not direct-
ed merely to the question of policy. It was
pertinent to the construction of the statutes.
Honourable gentlemen opposite proposed to
construe the Independence of Parliament Act,
as imported into the Union Act, as disqualify-
ing merely Dominion and not Provincial offi-
cers, and argued that the reason ceasing, the
law should also cease; but if, as he had
shown, there existed a reason still, then the
argument failed. There was no ground for
striking out of the Act the clause which in
express terms disqualified gentlemen in the
position of members of the Local Govern-
ments. The Minister of Militia had argued
that the effect of the construction proposed
by the member for Chateauguay, would be to
render himself and his colleagues ineligible to
sit and therefore that construction must be
erroneous. He (Mr. Blake) did not think that
conclusion followed. It might well be that
Ministers are-and in the construction they
proposed of the Act, he was inclined to think
they are-themselves disqualified. They con-
strued the Independence of Parliament Act as
applying to officers of the Dominion, and if
so, it applied in express terms to themselves.
(Hear, hear). Looking at the Union Act, it
would be seen that while it provided for the
appointment of heads of departments in the
Local Governments, and rendered them eligi-
ble to sit in the Local House, it made no
provision for any such appointments in the
Government of the Dominion, and of course
did not render such officers eligible to seats in
this House. (Hear, hear). It provided merely
for the appointment of Privy Councillors, by
whose advice Parliament might be sum-
moned, and then the Legislature might organ-
ize the departments and make proper provi-
sions for securing the Independence of Par-
liament in this particular. Instead of the
Privy Council adopting this course, they had
themselves taken the responsibility of advis-
ing the Crown to organize the departments.
They become salaried servants of the Crown,
and they were, according to their own con-
struction of the Act, ineligible for the seats
they now occupied. This was the conclusion
which he wýould draw from the position of
Minister of Militia, and it differed very much
from that honourable gentleman's own con-
clusion, which, indeed, seemed based on some
inalienable right he claimed to occupy the
Treasury benches. (Laughter). The argument
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of the honourable gentleman opposite had
thus opened a much larger and graver ques-
tion than this presented by the member for
Chateauguay, and it was obviously necessary
for the House to take some action. It was not
consistent with the dignity of the House that
the title of Ministers to their seats should be
doubtful or obscure. The matter should be
referred to a committee, and if any slip had
occurred it should be rectified by legislation
providing the House thought it advisable to
adopt the view of Ministers. He hoped Min-
isters would adopt the suggestion of the
member for Chateauguay and would agree to
put this large and important question in
proper train for decision.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the member
for Chateauguay was quite right in bringing
up the question. He would take an opportuni-
ty of consulting authorities on the subject
and suggested that it be laid over till to-mor-
row.

Hon. Mr. Dorion cited a few cases to prove
the propriety of the position taken by Mr.
Holton. He was proceeding with his argument
when Sir John suggested, as the subject
would be brought up again to-morrow, it was
not necessary to prolong the debate into an
evening sitting.

The matter then dropped.

GOVERNMENT MEASURES

Sir John A. Macdonald intimated that the
measures which the Government intended to
introduce and carry through if possible
before the adjournment in December were
the following:-lst, the Post-Office Act; 2nd,
the Intercolonial road bill, providing for the
loan under the guarantee; 3rd, Tariff and
Excise laws; 4th, Customs Regulation Act;
5th, Excise Regulation Act; 6th, Habeas
Corpus Act; 7th, Supply Bill.

The House then adjourned at six o'clock
till to-morrow.

NOTICES OF MOTION

The following notices of motion are given:

Mr. McConkey-Enquiry whether Gov-
ernment contemplate the use of any extraor-
dinary means during the incoming season to
encourage immigration from Great Britain
and elsewhere to this Dominion.

Mr. Bolton-Enquiry whether it is the in-
tention of Government to subsidize a line of
steamers to ply between Montreal and Pictou
or Halifax, touching at intermediate ports;
and if so, will such subsidy be granted under
public tender; also, whether a like subsidy is
to be extended to the line of steamers be-
tween Halifax and the West Indies.

Mr. Johnson-Address for list of names of
departmental officers in this Government;
stating salaries received and further sums
paid each; also, list of employees in each
department, with their respective salaries.

Mr. Smith-Enquiry whether the salaries
of Judges of County Courts recently estab-
lished in New Brunswick, are to be paid by
the Government of the Dominion.

Mr. Macfarlane-Bill for the better regula-
tion of traffic on railways and canals.

Mr. Anglin-Enquiry whether it is the in-
tention of the Government to do anything for
the improvement of the ports of New Brun-
swick on the Gulf of St. Lawrence and Bay
Chaleur, by dredging or otherwise; and if
so, when such improvements will probably be
commenced.

Mr. Jones-Enquiry whether Government
have taken the proper means to ascertain the
views of the American Government on the
subject of a Reciprocity Treaty, and if not,
whether it is their intention to endeavour
to secure its renewal; also, in the event of
failing to secure its renewal, what course
they intend adopting with regard to granting
licences to American fishermen.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Thursday, November 21, 1867.

The Speaker took the Chair at three
o'clock.

COMMITTEES ON ELECTIONS

The Speaker announced that he had
nominated the following gentlemen to consti-
tute the general Committee of Election:-
Messrs. Huntington, Walsh, Mackenzie,
Dufresne, Morris and Blanchet.

ESSEX ELECTION

The question being put on the reception of
the petition against the return of John
O'Connor for the County of Essex, objected to
yesterday.

The Speaker said there was no rule of
the House respecting the attaching of affida-
vits to a petition. The other objection as to
the petitioners not having stated whether or
not they were electors, was one for the con-
sideration of the Election Committee, to
which the petition might be referred. In his
opinion the petition should be received. The
petition accordingly was received.

KENT (N.B.) ELECTION

Hon. Mr. Fisher presented a petition
against the return of Mr. Renaud for Kent,
New Brunswick.

BANKING AND COMMERCE

Hon. Mr. Howland presented the first re-
port of the Committee on Banking and
Commerce, and moved that its quorum be
reduced to nine members. Carried.

PRIVATE BILLS COMMITTEE

Mr. Morris introduced the first report of
the Private Bills Committee, and moved that
its quorum be reduced to seven members.
Carried.

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE

Mr. Macfarlane presented the first report
of the Standing Orders Committee, and
moved that its quorum be reduced to seven
members. Carried.

COMMERCIAL BANK

Sir John A. Macdonald, seconded by Hon.
Mr. Holton, moved for leave to introduce a
Bill to amend the Act incorporating the
Commercial Bank of Canada, and to author-
ize its amalgamation with any other bank or
banks, or its winding up. The motion was
agreed to and the Bill was introduced and
read a first time.

BANK OF UPPER CANADA

Mr. Street in the absence of Hon. J. H.
Cameron, introduced a Bill to settle the
affairs of the Bank of Upper Canada.

SPECIAL LETTERS PATENT

Mr. Irvine introduced a Bill to authorize
the issue of letters patent to Jeremiah
Cummings and Robert London, for a new
invention called a "a vapour generator for
heating purposes."

Mr. Mackenzie asked if the Govermnent
intended to allow the introduction of meas-
ures granting special patents when it was
proposed that they themselves should in-
troduce a Bill to regulate the whole subject.

Sir John A. Macdonald said it was only the
usual courtesy of allowing Bills to be read a
first time, which had prevented his objecting
to this Bill. They felt there would be an
inconsistency in allowing special legislation in
the matter of patents when they were about
to introduce a general Bill.

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT

Hon. Mr. McDougall laid on the table the
report of the Commissioner of Public Works
for the year ending 30th June, 1866.

GRAND TRUNK BILL

Mr. Irvine, in the absence of Mr. Shanly,
introduced a Bill to amend the Grand Trunk
arrangement Act of 1862, and for other pur-
poses.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

Sir John A. Macdonald introduced a Bill
respecting the Speaker of the House. He
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explained that this was merely a reenactment
of the law of the late Province of Canada
which permitted the Speaker to call another
member temporarily to the Chair when
necessary.

THE FENIAN DANGER

Sir John A. Macdonald introduced a Bill
removing the act of last session to authorize
the apprehension and detention of persons
suspected of committing or meditating acts of
hostility against Her Majesty's Government.
Sir John said this was a reenactment of the
law passed on first day of last session and
which continued till 30th June, 1867, or end
of the coming session. It was a law which had
been found to be of essential service. The
circumstances existing at the present moment
were not so threatening as those existing at
the time when the law was passed. They
were still such, however, as in the opinion of
the Government required that it should re-
main on the Statute Book. The hazard of
invasion was not so great now as it appeared
to be at that time, but there could be no
doubt that the organization which had threat-
ened us still exists, and the Government had
distinct evidence of increasing activity on the
part of that body. It was beyond a doubt true
and had been stated in the public prints that
there had gone recently a very considerable
deposit of arms at convenient points along
the frontier for the invasion of what was the
former Province of Canada. The Government
therefore felt it would not be proper to allow
Parliament to adjourn without having the
law reenacted. The Fenian body were now
pursuing a course of outrage in England.
They were also moving in Ireland. They were
manifestly a widely extended organization,
and the Government should be authorized, if
necessary, to arrest parties who might seem
to be engaged in any unlawful enterprise
against the peace of this country. (Hear,
hear). When the House met again in Febru-
ary, if the circumstances then existing should
warrant such a step, the Act might be at any
time repealed.

Hon. Mr. Dorion enquired if it was intend-
ed to put the measure through all its stages
at once, as was done last session.

Sir John said this was unnecessary, as the
law was still in force. The Bill would be
printed, and the House would have full time
for considering it.

[Sir John A. Macdonald (Kingston)]

PUBLIC WORKS

Hon. Mr. McDougall introduced an Act
respecting the Public Works of the Dominion
of Canada. He said this was based on the
Publie Works Act of the late Province of
Canada, and was adapted to the new situa-
tion in which we extend to the public works
of the other Provinces.

LOCAL MINISTERS SITTING IN THE
HOUSE OF COMMONS

Sir John A. Macdonald moved the follow-
ing resolution:-Notice having been taken by
a member of this House that the Hon. John
Sandfield Macdonald, a member of the Ex-
ecutive Council and Attorney-General of the
Province of Ontario, and the Hon. Christo-
pher Dunkin, a member of the Executive
Council and Treasurer of the Province of
Quebec, have been sitting and voting in this
House during the present session, it be, there-
fore, resolved that it be referred to the
Standing Committee of Privileges and Elec-
tions to enquire whether the said John
Sandfield Macdonald and Christopher Dun-
kin have a legal right to sit and vote in this
House. Sir John said the Government were
under the impression that that was the prop-
er course to pursue. In regard to the point
taken by the member for West Durham
(Mr. Blake) objecting to members of the
Privy Council sitting in this House, he could
only say if the honourable gentlemen oppo-
site decide to challenge their right to their
seats they were prepared to maintain it.

Mr. Blake-Then, Sir, I may give notice
now that at an early day J will raise that
question.

Dr. Tupper said, he rose not to remark
upon the motion, but to make a statement on
behalf of the honourable member for Mon-
treal West, who was suffering from severe
illness, which would probably detain him
fromn the House for a considerable length of
time. In the course of the debate the other
night, the member for Hants regretted that
the member for Montreal West was not in his
place, in order that he might reply to that
honourable gentleman. He (Dr. Tupper) was
desired to state that the member for Hants
might at any time express himself freely with
regard to the member for Montreal West,
who, if worth while, would reply when he
made his appearance in the BHouse.

The motion was then carried.
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QUESTIONS

Mr. Metcalfe enquired whether the Gov-
ernment would provide for reducing the pres-
ent postage on letters.

Sir John A. Macdonald replied that the
measure, when introduced, would speak for
itself.

Hon. Mr. Connell enquired whether the
Government contemplated making any fur-
ther survey of the different routes named for
the line of the Intercolonial Railway, previ-
ous to locating and deciding on the line, and,
if so, what lines they intend to survey. Also
whether they have it in contemplation to
introduce during the present Session a meas-
ure for the construction of the Intercolonial
Railway?

Sir John said the Government intended,
during the first part of this session, to in-
troduce a measure for the construction of the
Intercolonial Railway, and that they designed
to have further reports and surveys made to
assist in determining what route should be
adopted.

Mr. Savary enquired whether it is the
intention of the Government during the first
part of this session to introduce to Parliament
any measure to regulate the granting of let-
ters patent for inventions, and if so, whether
3uch measure will recognize the principle of
reciprocity with American citizens, for want
of which reciprocity heretofore no inventor in
the Provinces, except residents of New
Brunswick, have been able to secure patent
rights in the United States on the same terms
as American citizens.

Sir John said the Government intended to
introduce a measure this session raising the
law of patents.

Mr. Tremblay enquired whether it is the
intention of the Government to erect a light-
house at Portneuf Point; 2nd. Whether it is
the intention of the Government, in accord-
ance with the recommendation of the Board
of Trade in Quebec, to erect lighthouses at
Egg Island and Manicouagan Point, and place
a floating light provided with a steam whis-
tie, at the eastern extremity of Red Island
Shoal, in order to diminish the dangers of the
navigation of the River St. Lawrence?

99038-

Hon. Mr. McDougall said that the govern-
ment was receiving information with respect
to the necessity of improving the lighthouses,
and otherwise facilitating the navigation of
the St. Lawrence, but no conclusion had yet
been come to as to the works necessary at
any particular point.

Mr. Fortin enquired whether it is the in-
tention of the Government to bring forward,
during the present session, any measure for
the purchase by the Government of the tele-
graph lines erected in the Dominion of
Canada, and thereby to bring about a union
of the telegraphic and postal services, with
the view of making the former more com-
plete, more efficacious, and especially more
economical, and of extending it to the shores
of the Gulf of St. Lawrence and of the Great
Lakes?

Sir John A. Macdonald said the Imperial
Government had the subject under considera-
tion, and the Canadian Government would
await the result of their action.

Mr. Masson (Soulanges) enquired whether
it is the intention of the Government to
issue a new Commission of the Peace for
the Dominion of Canada, and whether the
right of appointing Justices of the Peace is
vested in the Local Governments, for their
respective Provinces?

Sir John A. Macdonald said it was not the
intention of the Government. The question
involved in the latter part of the enquiry
came within the province of a legal tribunal.

Mr. Fortier enquired whether it is the
intention of the Government to bring down,
during the present session, any measure hav-
ing for its object to render the navigation
more safe and consequently more easy and
more economical on the maritime coast of the
Dominion of Canada, and in the Gulf and
River St. Lawrence, and the Great Lakes, by
the construction of additional lighthouses at
the most dangerous points of the said coast,
and the establishment of signals by means of
cannon, bells, whistles, and such other ap-
paratus to warn vessels of approaching dan-
ger when fogs, snow, or excessive darkness
shut out the view of coast?

Hon. Mr. McDougall said the several sub-
jects mentioned were under consideration.
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Mr. Jones (Halifax), enquired whether it is
the intention of the Government to introduce,
during the present session, any measure hav-
ing for its object the extension of the bounty
system of Canada over 'the fisheries of the
whole Dominion?

Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald said the sub-
ject was under the consideration of the
Government.

Mr. Jones (Leeds), enquired whether it is
the intention of the Government to impose an
export duty on sawed lumber, stave-bolts
and shingle-bolts leaving the Dominion of
Canada?

Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald said it was
not the present intention of the Government.

Mr. Bertrand enquired whether it is the
intention of the Government to authorize the
sale of the lands reserved for the Indians,
and to fix the conditions upon which such
lands may be sold to settlers who are desir-
ous of occupying them?

Hon. Mr. Langevin said it was not in the
power of the government to sell those lands
without the consent of the Indians.

Hon. Mr. Johnson enquired whether it is
the intention of the Government, when the
surveys of the proposed lines for the Inter-
colonial Railway have been completed, and
the Engineers' report thereof made to the
Government, and before recommending any
line for approval of the Imperial Govern-
ment, to lay the Engineers' report before the
House?

Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald said that all
the questions relating to the Intercolonial
Railway would come up when the Bill was
before the House, which the Government had
already promised to introduce.

Mr. Thompson (Haldimand) enquired
whether the Government intend taking any
steps with a view of bringing that portion of
the Six Nation Indian Reserve in the county
of Haldimand into market.

Hon. Mr. Langevin said if an offer was
made for the purchase of the Reserve the
Government would be prepared to negotiate
with the Indians, with the view of ascertain-
ing whether they were willing to surrender
their lands.

[Mr. McDougall (Lanark North) ]

LIEUT.-COL. DENNIS

Mr. McCallum moved an address for the
evidence and proceedings taken at the Court
of Enquiry on the conduet of Lieut.-Col.
Dennis, at Fort Erie, on the 2nd June, 1866.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said it was not the inten-
tion of Government to allow this address,
because it would not conduce to the interests
of the country to bring down the evidence
asked for at this time.

Mr. McCallum regretted the unwillingness
of the Govermnment to bring down the papers
in this case. He did not think it in the
interest of the country and of the volunteer
force to suppress evidence given at a court,
no matter whether it showed Col. Dennis to
have been remiss in his duty or otherwise. He
believed the court had whitewashed Col.
Dennis, and in order to form a fair judgment
the country was entitled to know the result of
the enquiry.

Mr. Mackenzie believed the regret a very
reasonable one. Non-publicity of evidence had
given a great deal of dissatisfaction in
Western Canada. It was useless to attempt to
bolster up the character of any officer of the
volunteer force, and if the evidence in this
case was not made public, it would lead to
the impression that the charges brought
against Colonel Dennis were true. If pub-
lished, everybody could form their own opin-
ion in regard to the matter. He (Mr.
Mackenzie) believed that charges had also
been made against another officer of the
volunteers, a gentleman residing in the
County of Simcoe, and in regard to them, the
public press, no doubt maliciously, had made
certain statements of a somewhat noteworthy
character. It would be well to bring down
evidence in this case also, so that the public
might see that the charge of cowardice made
against that officer was unfounded. (Hear,
hear).

Mr. Sproa believed that it would be a
great deal better for the volunteer force of
Western Canada, if the evidence in this case
was made public, and he trusted the Gov-
ernment would reconsider their decision not
to bring the papers down. He spoke as an
officer of volunteers, knowing the injurious
effect of withholding all facts of this kind.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said, that all were ani-
mated by a desire to encourage the Volun-
teers and Service Militia of the Dominion.
This enquiry took place more than a year
ago, shortly after the Fenian invasion. Before
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the honourable gentleman made this motion
he should have asked for the report of the
Court of Enquiry, and the charges made
against Lieutenant-Colonel Dennis, and the
general order published in relation to the
matter for the information of gentlemen from
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, who might
not be familiar with the case. The evidence
taken before that court referred to personal
and private matters, which should not be
made public without very grave reasons. The
honourable gentleman had not made out a
case, showing the necessity of publishing
those proceedings. They did not effect one
officer alone, but the whole force. Every man
in the country was obliged to answer the call
of the country in case of danger, and it would
not be encouraging to them to know that
their private affairs would afterwards be
made a subject of public criticism. He had
been but a short time Minister of Militia, and
was only made acquainted with what he
knew by the opinion of the court. Colonel
Dennis was a volunteer officer of long stand-
ing, and had shown constancy and persever-
ance. When it was announced that the
Fenians were on the border, he had at once
gone to the spot and had taken about sixty
prisoners, some of whom were now in the
penitentiary in Kingston. The opinion was
that he had acted rashly, and the result was
that he had taken the only prisoners captured
in Upper Canada at the time. The Govern-
ment in withholding the evidence thought
they were acting in such a manner as to
encourage volunteer officers, who could not be
expected to act with the deliberation of regu-
lars, to exert themselves to the best of their
ability in defence of the country. He thought
the House would agree with the Government
in this matter. He had not read the evidence
as he had desired, and as was his duty, but
had been told it would take a week to do so.

Mr. Street said since the Minister of Militia
has undertaken to give a history to the House
of what took place at the Court of Enquiry,
surely there can be no reason why the House
should not have the evidence laid before
them so that they might judge for themselves
upon it-as representative of that portion of
the country in which that unfortunate and
disgraceful act took place, he could tell the
House that his constituents were exceedingly
anxious to have the evidence come before the
country. There had been no satisfaction what-
ever expressed by anybody who had seen
the unfortunate engagement of that day. It
was not for the House to condemn Col.
Dennis, nor does the motion ask for that. It
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simply asks that the evidence be laid before
them so that they might judge of the matter
for themselves. All the papers should be sent
down, since they had part of the facts they
should in justice to Col. Dennis have the
whole of them. Nothing could be more rea-
sonable than that people who were ready at
all times to encourage and support the volun-
teers should have the whole evidence before
them, that they might judge whether the
finding of the Court of Enquiry was right or
not. He hoped the Minister of Militia would
reconsider the matter and allow the papers to
be brought down. He spoke the sentiments of
his constituents who lived in the most ex-
posed and dangerous part of the frontier.

Mr. Anglin said that after the speech of the
Minister of Militia it was evident that simply
as an act of justice to Col. Dennis the papers
should be produced. That honourable gentle-
man had spoken in such a way as to create
the impression that there was something in
the conduct of that officer that would not
bear enquiry. Col. Dennis had appealed to
popular opinion and his (Mr. Anglin's) opin-
ion had fully met one of the charges, the
charge of cowardice. He had proved himself a
brave officer.

Sir John A. Macdonald said that the
Minister of Militia could only have one object
in view in refusing to bring down the evi-
dence, and that object was the interests of
the volunteers of the country. In England, it
is held in the highest degree unadvisable for
such matters to be made the subject of public
discussion, except in extreme and unusual
cases. When officers did their best, if they
acted with bravery in the field, it was not
right that every little mistake they might
make should be held up to public criticism.
Col. Dennis was tried by a court, consisting
of three officers and three gentlemen from
Ontario, and they had acquitted him.
Bringing down evidence now could do no
good. It would but harass the officer's feel-
ings. They could not reverse the decision. It
is only as a court of appeal that the House
could act upon it, and every gentleman would
admit that they were an incapable tribunal.
Such action would be injurious to the volun-
teer forces. Every officer would feel, when he
went into the field, that he had to stand two
fires-an enemy in front, and those who did
not like him as an officer in the rear. Was
that going to encourage our volunteers to
take commissions as officers? (Hear, hear).
Unless a strong case is made out, showing
gross misconduct, the evidence should not be
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made public. In the present instance, no such
case exists. Even if Col. Dennis should re-
quest it, they had no right to make the
evidence public. They would be laying down
a wrong precedent. Let honourable gentlemen
make the case their own-would they like,
after having done their best on the field of
battle, to have all their mistakes held up to
public criticism, if they did not manage to
exhibit the ability of a Wellington, or a
Napoleon?

Mr. Johnson thought that it would be a
dangerous precedent to withhold this infor-
mation when it was asked for. There was
discontent among the volunteers in conse-
quence of the decision of the Court of En-
quiry. This decision the Minister of Militia
was willing to give, but he was not willing to
give the discussion upon which it was found-
ed. They could not judge whether the deci-
sion was right or wrong without having the
papers, but if they were produced, we would
let the Court of Enquiry know that the peo-
ple's representatives would investigate their
conduct, The rights of the people were in-
volved in this case. They were here to protect
their rights. If the evidence proved that the
Court of Enquiry were right in their decision,
then the people would be informed that their
representatives, having the papers before
them, concurred in that decision, and the
country would be satisfied. What conclusion
would they come to if that evidence was
withheld? If the matter was properly investi-
gated, Col. Dennis would perhaps come out
better than he otherwise would, and the court
itself would stand in a better position before
the country.

Hon. Mr. Howe said it was evident that the
House of Commons should not be the tribunal
to judge in questions of that kind, as they
might be influenced in their decision by party
politics. Nevertheless, there should be some
stringent enquiry made in regard to incompe-
tent officers. He (Mr. Howe), belleved Col.
Dennis acted like a brave man, and tried to
do what he thought to be his duty; but there
were many officers who have no military
capacity or spirit, who have obtained com-
missions from Government, because they
have friends in authority. Against those in-
competent officers they were bound to protect
the young men of the country. He would
suggest to the Minister of Militia to allow the
gentleman who made this motion to look at
the papers in his office to see whether there
was any reason for interfering with the deci-

[Sir John A. Macdonald (Kingston)J

sion of the Court of Enquiry. This, he
thought, would have a salutary effect upon
the public mind.

Mr. Masson (Terrebonne) said if they ad-
mitted the principle by bringing the case of
Col. Dennis before Parliament, they might
bring before the House every case which
came before a Court of Enquiry, and these
cases would have to be decided by men who
knew nothing about the matter. If the public
were not satisfied with the decision of the
Court of Enquiry, the House was omnipotent,
and could make it a subject of enquiry them-
selves; but they should not force the military
to give up evidence taken before their courts.
His honourable friend from Hants (Mr.
Howe) said the men in ranks, the volunteers,
must be protected as well as the officers. In
this case, the result showed that the men
have not been much dissatisfied with the
decision of the Court of Enquiry, as many
have enlisted within a short time.

Mr. Benson said there was much interest
felt in his county regarding this matter, and a
great deal of dissatisfaction was felt in regard
to the result of the Court of Enquiry. The
Minister of Militia should know best whether
the public interest would be served by the
production of these papers; but he (Mr.
Benson) did not think he had given good
reasons for withholding them.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau said that in European
countries al questions relating to military
matters were left to the discretion of Gov-
ernments. The present proceeding would dis-
courage the militia and volunteers, without
any good practical result.

Mr. Ferguson desired to say a few words
on the subject under discussion, and first, as
regards the statement made that the whole
Militia force felt dissatisfied with Col. Dennis
and the decision arrived at by the Court of
Enquiry referred to, he could bear testimony
of the very reverse being the fact, that he
(Mr. F.) had knowledge of the opinions of
very many officers and men of the Volunteer
force between Lakes Ontario and Huron, and
that instead of dissatisfaction prevailing
amongst them, it was and is a cause of
gratification that Col. Dennis was so honour-
ably acquitted by the Court of Enquiry, and
that he is still continued an officer in the force,
and that if he had been removed as at one
time was-and previous to the investigation-
intimated through the medium of the press, it
would have caused universal dissatisfaction
wherever that worthy and respected officer
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was known. The honourable member for
Lambton in speaking on the motion of the
member for Monk stepped out of his way and
made allusion to an officer in Simcoe, and as
he (Mr. F.) was that individual, he would crave
the indulgence of the House while he briefly
stated the facts, and said that his own
Lieutenant took it upon himself to make
complaint against him on several matters
connected with company affairs and occur-
rences on the way to Fort Erie, that a Court
of Enquiry was appointed and held at
Cookstown, that some 18 witnesses were pro-
duced by the Lieutenant in proof of the
charges preferred and heard, and some 13
other members of the company brought for-
ward by him (Mr. Ferguson) who were exam-
ined; also, that he had some 22 witnesses
more, and certainly the most steady, reliable
and credible in the whole company, ready
and willing to give testimony in the case. Col.
Dennis, knowing that fact, intimated that
he had heard sufficient to satisfy him that the
charges made were not sustained by evidence,
and that he felt it unnecessary to continue
the investigation further for the present.
Stating as he did that after he went to
Toronto, and considered the evidence taken
insufficient to acquit him, (Mr. F.), he would
then return and take the evidence of the
remaining 22 witnesses, all of which he well
understood would be in his behalf. That from
that period up to the present, he had not
heard what the report or result was, other
than that upon one occasion he (Mr. F.) spoke
to Col. Macdougall on the subject, and was
informed that he deemed it unnecessary even
to call the attention of His Excellency the
Governor-General to the matter. Such are the
facts, and facts that could not be gainsayed,
and which he trusted would be sent forth by
the press, so that Col. Dennis, who is the
best judge of the truth, or otherwise, of the
statements he (Mr. F.) had made. fHe was
obliged to the honourable member for
Lambton for the allusion he had made, and
affording him (Mr. F.) the opportunity of
saying what he had, only regretting that time
did not admit of his entering more fully into
the details of the case.

The House then rose.

After the recess-

Mr. Blanchet thought the Minister of
Justice took the proper view of the question.
It was not the conduct of Colonel Dennis that
was now under discussion, but of the whole
volunteer force. The British Parliament made
enquiries into the domestication of the army,

but that and enquiring into the conduct of
individual officers were two different things.
The conduct of an officer who had done his
duty could not be brought under investigation
of the House without great injustice.

Mr. Mackenzie understood that one reason
why the report of the Court of Enquiry was
asked for was precisely because Colonel
Dennis was charged with cowardice.

The Minister of Justice said no such charge
was made.

Mr. Mackenzie-it was not made before the
Court, but it was made in the country. It was
said that he changed his appearance and hid
himself in a hay stack.

Sir John-It was not made before the
Court, how could it take cognizance of it?

Mr. Mackenzie-We really did not know
what was before the Court. He had no doubt
the honourable member who moved in this
matter could, but for motives of delicacy,
have given very satisfactory reasons for
pressing this motion. The inquiry in the case
of Colonel Booker was not considered satis-
factory by the country, and this succeeding it,
would deepen the unfavourable impression on
the public mind; and in order to remove that
impression and protect the volunteers from
such charges, he thought the papers should be
granted.

Hon. Col. Gray said, he was not sufficiently
acquainted with the case, but so far as he
knew the officer had been charged and hand-
somely acquitted. Parliament was the ulti-
mate tribunal. Did the party accused com-
plain? On the contrary, he was well satisfied.
The question then was: was there any public
interest that the report should be published?
A Court of Enquiry was a preliminary inves-
tigation, and like the proceeding of a grand
jury its deliberations were private; if there
was no bill the evidence was never published.
If the officer was acquitted by the enquiry
there was nothing against him. ie argued
that there was no reason for the motion
except the curiosity of the locality where the
action took place. If blunders were committed
pointing them out would give evidence to the
enemy of a weakness which it was desirable
to conceal. The proceedings in such cases in
the regular service were secret, except with
the permission of the Commanding officer.

Mr. Cartwright said the motion, if it meant
anything, meant that this House should con-
stitute itself into a Court of Appeal to try the
conduct of the Court of Enquiry.
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Hon. Mr. Huntinglon said if the people of
his constituency had felt that they had suf-
fered from blunders, whether of Volunteers or
Regulars, he would have felt it his duty to
bring the matter before this House. The fact
that the honourable member for Welland had
said that his constituents, who were on the
spot, demanded the evidence was sufficient to
induce him to vote for the motion.

Hon. Mr. Smith said that the publicity in
the ordinary Courts had a salutary effect.
Here was an offence-a servant of the Gov-
ernment-tried by a secret tribunal, and
will the people never be permitted to know
anything about it? If the Government had
said it was inexpedient he would have ac-
quiesced, but he could not admit the broad
ground that the people should not know the
result of such investigations.

Dr. Parker said it was sufficient reason for
the motion that there was a Court of Enquiry
and a report made. It tended to injure the
volunteer service for officers to be retained
in the service who were incompetent.

Mr. Blake said the object of the motion
was simply to place the House in possession
of certain information. When that was ob-
tained, it would then be for a member of the
House, if it warranted further discussion to
bring the matter before the House, and ask
the House to deal with it, but this was merely
a preliminary motion, and it did not neces-
sarily follow that when the papers were
brought down the honourable member for
Monk would ask the House to take fur-
ther action on it. He agreed that if the
Government stated on their responsibility
that they had examined the evidence, and the
circumstances were such as to render it im-
proper to make that evidence public, a very
strong case would have to be made out to
induce the House to insist upon the papers in
the face of such a statement; but no such
statement had been made by the Minister of
Militia. He said he had not read the evidence,
but that nevertheless the Government must
resist the motion. He (Mr. Blake) thought that
no case had been made out for the Govern-
ment adopting this course.

Mr. Campbell was of opinion that as a
general rule, when in an application for pa-
pers the Government declared to the House
that in their opinion the public interests
would be injured by the production of the
papers, the demand should not be insisted on.
The enquiry in this instance had been made
in the ordinary way; the matter was placed

[Mr. Cartwright (Lennox)J

in the hands of gentlemen whom he must
consider to have been competent to judge of
the conduct of the officer complained of. It
was competent for those who now complained
that the report was unsatisfactory to have
gone to the Court of Enquiry, and there made
the complaints they were now making. If
they did not do so, they were precluded from
questioning the report now, if they did not,
he thought they should forever hold their
peace. But suppose the papers were produced,
what then? Was this House going to assume
the prerogative or powers of a Court of Ap-
peal? He thought the House would be stepping
beyond its province to do any such thing.

Mr. McDougall said the ground taken by
the Government, as announced by the Min-
ister of Militia, was that no sufficient case
had been made out for the interference of the
House. It was not expedient in the interest of
the Militia service, and in the interest of the
country, that this House, on the mere state-
ment of honourable members that people
were dissatisfied with the finding of the Court
of Enquiry, should call upon the Government
to bring down the evidence on which that
finding was based. The member for West-
moreland (Mr. Smith) had mainly confined his
argument to the point of secrecy, and had
held that the very fact of its having been a
secret enquiry furnished a reason why the
House should drag the proceedings into day-
light and spread them before the country. He
(Mr. McDougall) thought there was no force
in such an argument. It had been found
expedient to hold enquiries of this kind with
closed doors, for the purpose, among others,
as he understood, to get the fullest possible
information on the subject of enquiry. A
person, under such circumstances, would
state more clearly and fully what he knew,
when his evidence affected an individual with
whom perhaps he is in close relations than he
would in open court, where he knew his
statements would go into the newspapers
next morning.

Mr. Huntington adverted to the position
taken by the member for Guysboro (Mr.
Campbell), that when Government stated ex-
plicitly that it was not in the interest of the
public service that certain papers should be
produced, it was the duty of the House to
accept that statement. He (Mr. Huntingdon)
granted that position, and if the Minister of
Militia would state that the publication of
these papers would be detrimental to the
public service there could be no doubt the
House should refrain from demanding them.
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But it was a very different thing when a
minister rose and said that passing a certain
motion would be injurious to the interests of
the country. They would say the sane, no
doubt, of a motion of want of confidence. He
did not feel that any such statement could
deter him from voting for this motion.

Mr. Johnson could not agree with the Chief
Commissioner of Public Works that they
could get more correct testimony before a
secret tribunal than a public one. He consid-
ered the great safeguard was to have the
public eye upon the witness. This House
could not try the case over again; but they
had a right to know upon what principle it
was discharged when before the Court of
Enquiry. When fathers who have lost their
sons upon the field of battle ask for informa-
tion, shall it not be given? We are asked why
we do not give some grounds for our applica-
tion for these papers. The case is taken
before a secret tribunal and the evidence is
locked up. How then can it be expected that
grounds will be furnished. To require them is
not according to Parliamentary usage or pub-
lic justice. If these proceedings were pending,
it would be improper to give these papers;
but after these proceedings are ended, unless
the Government are prepared to say that an
injustice would be done to the public service,
the House has a right to the evidence.

Mr. Pope understood his honourable friend
to say, as the papers were locked up, and the
evidence was in the possession of the Gov-
ernment how could they make a case out? He
(Mr. Pope) would ask, where were the fathers
who have lost their sons on the battlefield
who are dissatisfied with this Court of En-
quiry? Why does not the honourable gentle-
man who made this motion, say the people
call for this motion, and he wants the papers
brought down to base some action upon
them? The honourable gentleman has told us
that he did not intend to pursue the case any
further, but he asked for the papers because
the people in that section of the counry were
dissatisfied, from some cause or other, with
the Court of Enquiry. They wanted to have
the evidence published in order to have their
curiosity satisfied. He (Mr. Pope) admitted
the right of the people's representatives to
enquire into every such case; but if there was
no object in view, he would oppose the mo-
tion.

Sir John A. Macdonald said that not a
gentleman who had spoken on the subject
was willing to take the responsibility of
bringing up the charge against Col. Dennis.

That officer had asked for a Court of Enquiry,
and that Court had acquitted him. There was
not a case now before the country. No com-
plaint was made by any person, not even by
the mover of the motion. The ground he (Sir
John) took was, that it was inexpedient and
against the interests of the volunteer and
militia organization to grant this motion,
unless a strong case was made out. He cited
instances in English history to prove that the
proceedings of Courts of Enquiry should be
kept secret. There might be a feeling among
certain people to have the evidence in this
case made public, but they should not allow
this feeling to lead them to establish wrong
precedents which would be quoted as au-
thority for all time to come.

Mr. McCallum said that the general opinion
was that the evidence taken at the Court of
Enquiry did not warrant the decision that
was given. If Col. Dennis had done his duty,
why refuse the evidence? If not, the country
should know it.

Mr. Lawson said the Court of Enquiry was
composed of just and honourable men, and
came to a just conclusion. Even cases before
a Justice of the Peace might be conducted
with closed doors, and why, then, should this
Court of Enquiry be made public, when it
was the general rule for such courts to be
held with closed doors. He would oppose the
motion.

Mr. Sproa did not believe Col. Dennis had
acted as reported, or there would have been
some definite charges. He believed he came
out of this discussion better than before this
arose. Since the Minister of Justice declared
it would be injurious to the public interests
to produce the papers, he (Mr. Sproat) would
consider it his duty to oppose the motion, and
asked his honourable friend to withdraw the
motion.

Mr. Rymal considered the House entitled to
know whether the officer in question was
competent to discharge the duties which de-
volved upon him. The Minister of Militia
acknowledged that there were reports of
which he knew nothing. It appeared to him
that a gross wrong would be done to the
people of Upper Canada if these papers were
refused. He knew that the people whence he
hailed were strongly impressed with the be-
lief that our Volunteer officers were incompe-
tent. It sometimes happened that those who
ran rashly into a net prepared for them, ran
rashly out of it again. (Hear and laughter).
Because a man runs into a hay loft with hik
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head shaved, that was no recommendation to
those who might be called upon to follow in
battle.

ALGOMA

Mr. Blake moved an address for copies of
letters or circulars addressed by the late
Commissioner of Crown Lands to the electors
of the District of Algoma, prior to the recent
general election. Carried.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES

Mr. Connell moved an address for returns
showing the names of officers ýconnected with
Parliament or the Departmental Buildings,
with the salaries paid, etc. Carried.

ISLE OF JESUS ROAD CO.

Mr. Bellerose moved that the Clerk do call
upon the proper parties for a statement re-
specting the roads of the Isle of Jesus
Turnpike Road Company.

Mr. Dunkin asked whether this was not a
matter appertaining to the Local Legislature,
with which the House had nothing to do.

Mr. Bellerose said the statement required
would only have reference to roads possessed
by the Company on the lst.July. Carried.

INTERFERENCE OF THE FEDERAL GOV-
ERNMENT IN ONTARIO

Dr. Parker moved an address for copies of
instructions, correspondence and despatches
from the Government of the Dominion to the
Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario. He com-
mented on the facts connected with the for-
mation of the combination Government for
the Province of Ontario, and contended that
there had been improper interference by the
Government of the Dominion. The member
for Cornwall had been called on to form a
Government at the request of the Premier of
the Dominion, who gave him advice and
assistance in the work he had in hand. After
the formation of the Government, those two
honourable gentlemen travelled through the
country like mendicants to influence the elec-
tions then pending, and it was evidently an
understanding between them that the power-
ful interests of both Governments should be
turned into same channel, and that the Local
Government should be made subservient to
the success of the honourable and gallant
knight at the head of the Government. This
was the more extraordinary when it is

[Mr. Bymal (Wentworth South)]

remembered how hostile the relations of these
honourable gentlemen had been prior to the
consummation of Confederation-how bitter-
ly the member for Cornwall had opposed the
gallant knight and how the latter had made
charges against the member for' Cornwall,
which affected even his honour as a public
man. Now, he (Dr. Parker) referred to these
facts and moved for this correspondence, be-
cause he believed the precedent was a dan-
gerous one, and if carried out by future
governments, would tend to destroy and
overthrow the Government of the Dominion.
In the Province of Quebec, a majority was
allowed for that Government according to its
own wishes; but in Ontario, a different course
was pursued for the purpose of depriving the
majority of its just rights. He protested
against the application of one system in one
Province and a different one in another. If
the system of intrigue which characterized
the formation of the Government and the
recent elections in Ontario were to be pur-
sued by future Governments of the Dominion,
and like endeavours made to subvert the
rights of majorities in the provinces, there
would be a blow given to the constitution
which would go far to overthrow it.

Sir John A. Macdonald asked whether the
honourable member desired all the corre-
spondence between the Lieutenant-Governor
and the Government of the Dominion, or only
that which referred to the formation of the
Local Government of Ontario.

Dr. Parker said the whole correspondence
could not be very extensive, and might be
supplied, for there were several subjects of
interest involved-the dispute for instance as
to magistrate appointments. If the Govern-
ment objected, however, he would only ask
for the correspondence which had taken place
up to the middle of August.

Sir John A. Macdonald replied humorously
that the request of the honourable gentleman
could be easily complied with, for the corre-
spondence relative to the formation of the
Government of Ontario was covered by a
word of three letters-nil. There were no
instructions to the Lieutenant-Governor-no
despatches-no correspondence-and the only
thing issued on the advice of the Government
of the Dominion was the commission to
General Stisted appointing him Lieuten-
ant-Governor. But the honourable gentleman
(Dr. Parker) desired to have a fling at the
member for Cornwall and himself (Sir John
A.), and had therefore brought this motion
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before the .House. What right, however, had
he, who complained of interference with the
Local Government of Ontario, to bring a
subject of this kind before the House of
Commons, which had nothing to do with it?
That Government was independent of this
Parliament, and he (Sir John) did not doubt
that it was capable of maintaining its rights.
He glanced at the circumstances connected
with the formation of the Government of
Ontarlo, and justified the course pursued by
the member for Cornwall in forming a
Government in harmony with the Privy
Council, pointing to the results of the elec-
tions as satisfactory proof that that course
met the approval of the people. He reflected
rather severely on the fickle support the
member for Wellington Centre had formerly
given the member for Cornwall, and on his
generally erratic and inconsistent course. He
(Sir John A.) had gone before the electors to
explain the conduct and views of the Gov-
ernment, and said he was proud to have the
opportunity of standing before, his fellow
countrymen to give account of what he had
done, and ask renewed confidence at their
hands. He would do it again when occasion
arose; and he was told by his friends that if
he had done it before, he would have had a
stronger party in the House in former years.
Because, by appearing before the people, he
was enabled to refute many calumnies, and
remove many misrepresentations regarding
his political course.

Mr. Mackenzie said the Minister of Justice
had made a most undeserved attack on the
member for Wellington Centre. He had spok-
en in a strong manner of the inconsistency of
that gentleman's course in Parliament, and of
the fitful support he had given the adminis-
tration of the member for Cornwall. He (Mr.
MacKenzie) ventured to assert that the adhe-
sion of his friend to that Government was
unwavering. The Coalition Government of
1864, also of which the learned knight was a
member, received the unwavering, the almost
too unwavering, support of his honourable
friend. So anxious was he to maintain good
faith with the Government that he voted with
them last session on occasions when he (Mr.
McKenzie) thought his duty to his party and
to his country might have dictated a different
course. However, they might speak of him
now they had not thought it beneath them to
make special journeys to obtain the adhesion
of his honourable friend. The Minister of
Public Works went to Hamilton to convene
secretly some members of the party, and a
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special invitation, he understood, was sent to
the member for Wellington Centre. They
thought they had him in their net, but finding
that they were mistaken, another Minister
went shortly afterwards to Guelph to bring
out opposition against him. <Hear, hear). The
motion, he presumed, would not bring out
any information of importance. The House
could not ask for verbal communication
which passed between Ministers of the Do-
minion and General Stisted, or the member
for Cornwall; but it was well known that the
member for Cornwall came to Ottawa, and
that the whole programme was arranged be-
tween him and the Premier of the Dominion.
The honourable gentleman would not deny
that.

Sir John A. Macdonald-I do deny that.

Mr. Mackenzie-Do you deny that you had
a conversation with him on the subject,
before he was Premier?

Sir John A. Macdonald-Yes.

Mr. Mackenzie said that the member for
Cornwall had himself admitted it in his (Mr.
Mackenzie's) county, and also when he oc-
cupied a platform beside the Minister of
Justice in London. He admitted that he was
asked by gentlemen opposite to form a
Coalition Governmet.

Sir John A. Macdonald-That is a different
affair.

Hon. John Sandfield Macdonald-I never
did so.

Mr. Mackenzie said the member for Corn-
wall had admitted it to himself, and all that
he denied in London was that he had accept-
ed office on condition of forming a Coalition
Government. Of course there was no regular
contract which could be brought before this
House. But there could be no doubt that the
honourable gentleman did enter into a bar-
gain the design of which was to destroy his
owz party. Mr. Mackenzie went on to refer
to the circumstances connected with the
organization of the Ontario Government to
show that this was the case, and to the
crusade -made on his county, during the late
election, by the Minister of Public Works
and the Premier of Ontario.

Mr. Blake contended that the member for
Wellington Centre had acted in a strictly
constitutional manner in bringing the subject
of his motion before the House and expressed
his regret that he should have drawn from
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the Apostles of Peace, harmony, and concilia-
tion an answer so couched as to be eminently
calculated to renew those sources of
acrimonious debate which they condemned so
much in the past. (Hear.) He argued that the
question was not one merely for considera-
tion of the Local Legislature. If this constitu-
tion was to work well, there must be on the
part of the Local Governments a perfect
independence of the Central Government and
any interference with this should be guarded
against by the Parliament of the Dominion as
well as the Local Parliament. He denied that
it was essential that the Central and Local
Governments should be in harmony. As a
matter of fact, there was no such harmony so
far as Nova Scotia was concerned and but for
efforts of an extraordinary character there
would have been a similar diversity with
regard to the Government of Ontario. He
admitted that the honourable gentleman op-
posite did not, because he was a minister of
the Dominion, abnegate his rights as a citizen
of Ontario; but the question arose how far he
could act as he did during the late election,
without being liable to the charge that lie
was using his power as a minister of the
Crown to influence the election. And the case
was worse when the two Premiers made an
alliance to carry the election in the interest of
the two Governments. But as regarded the
visit of the Minister of Justice to his own
(Mr. Blake's) constituency on the day of
nomination, it did him good service, giving
him at least one hundred additional votes. He
hoped he would always come on such occa-
sions to assist in swelling his majority.

Sir John A. Macdonald-I won't go.
(Laughter).

Mr. McDougall said that he had listened
with as much complacency as he could com-
mand to the references which had been made
to himself; but since the gentlemen opposite
had taken so much notice of him on this
occasion, he thought it well to say a word or
two; he would like to know at the outset
which of the gentlemen opposite he could
look upon as leader of that great party which
was organized at the Toronto Convention.
The member for Lambton complained of his
(Mr. McDougall's) course during the elections.
As the Minister of Justice had remarked, if
the position of the Government was right, it
was their duty to the country, as well as to
themselves, to take every opportunity to de-
fend their policy before the people in opposi-
tion to the assaults that were made upon it;
he had visited as many counties, addressed as

[Mr. Blake (Durham West)J

many meetings as he could; he had a visit
from his friend, the member for Lambton,
but that member had found his efforts fruit-
less, and he (Mr. McDougali) was returned
for that radical county by acclamation. In
other places they had fought the battle, and
what was the result. At the Toronto Con-
vention, to which he and his friend, the
Minister of Inland Revenue, received so
shabby an invitation, they were told that
sixty, at the very least, would be elected in
opposition to the Government; but our opin-
ion, after consulting the members of the
Reform party-the member for Wellington
Centre among the rest-was different. They
laid their case before the county, and the
result was, that instead of sixty opposed to
the Government, there were how many?
Could they count 16? As to his personal
following, he did not desire any; but he
would ask the member for Lambton, where
was his following? The Government had a
large majority of the present House, should
have so long as their policy was approved of
by this House. So far as himself was con-
cerned, he believed a large majority of the
Liberal party in Ontario approved of the
course which he, the Minister of Inland
Revenue, and the President of the Council
had taken, which they had agreed to act with
the other members of the Cabinet.

Dr. Parker said the Minister of Public
Works had done all he could to overthrow his
Liberal friends at the last elections. He ad-
mitted Sir John A. Macdonald had a majori-
ty in the House, but the Minister of Public
Works and the Minister of Inland Revenue
had not even a corporal's guard of followers.
What he objected to was that there was a
compact and arrangement between the two
Premiers in regard to the formation of the
Local Governments. The proceedings during
the late elections in Ontario were without
precedent, except it might be in the border
countries in the States. He denied that the
member for Cornwall ever used any unfair
means to secure his support. He repeated that
the Ontario Cabinet was brought about by
intrigue.

Mr. Huntington thought the debate exhibit-
ed something of the spirit of the olden time.
At the time of the Coalition of 1864 he had
ventured to predict something like what was
now witnessed. There had ceased to be a
Coalition now. The Liberals who had gone
over were virtually members of the Conser-
vative party. The lion and lamb had lain
down together. If this great boon of
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Confederation was to be so great a boon as it
was represented, and to raise us to our posi-
tion as a third power, he thought that the
trifling disadvantages suffered by these gen-
tlemen were more than compensated by the
success which had resulted. Referring to the
Dual representation, he hoped that the Local
Legislatures would set their foot on Coali-
tions between the Local and the General
Governments. Men could not sit and act con-
certedly in this Legislature, and then go away
to the Local Legislatures, and act independ-
ently of party issues raised here.

Hon. Sandfield Macdonald thought that his
honourable friend, Mr. Mackenzie, should
have come to him, and found whether his
statements were correct, before making them
in the House. He (Mr. Macdonald) still stood
by the declaration he made last session, that
Confederation being an accomplished fact, he
was prepared to give it a fair support. The
member for Welland knew perfectly well that
there was no intrigue, but an honest under-
standing between parties. He (Sandfield) was
simply asked whether he would accept his
present position. If he went to Upper Canada
it was simply to defend himself from the
misrepresenting of the Globe, and that he was
successful was, he thought, shown by the
small following of the member for Lambton.
He had undertaken to form a Government for
Ontario, and there he would defend himself.
He had never defended the Minister of Jus-
tice in his peregrinations through the coun-
try. When asked as to the conduct of the
Conservatives, he referred the people to the
journals of the House. When enquired of
respecting Reformers he defended them. He
could show as clear a record as any one on
this side of the Atlantic. He was always in
favour of liberal views and was so still.

Sir John A. Macdonald corroborated
Sandfield's statement respecting the forma-
tion of the Local Government. He (Sandfield)
would accept of no interferences.

Hon. Mr. Howe thought the wisest way was
to bury past party differences. Let them press
the Ministry to bring down their measures as
fast as they can. If, upon fair trial, they were
found wanting, an Opposition would soon
spring up. (Hear, hear).

Mr. Mackenzie was glad the honourable
member for Hants had adopted the policy of
burying the past. He hoped he would not
impose a policy on Ontario which he would
repudiate for himself, but that he would now
bury the past and accept the situation. He
proceeded to reply to the speech of the mem-
ber for Cornwall. He was, he must say, with
all his experience of that honourable gentle-
man, astonished to hear him denounce the
Coalition of 1864 as unholy, and to hear the
small part he (Mr. Mackenzie) had in the
formation of that Coalition. When he had
formed a Coalition with the same parties
himself in 1867, the gentlemen he had allied
himself with were the most devoted followers
of the honourable gentleman opposite. But as
regarded the Coalition of 1864, it was not
true that he (Mr. Mackenzie) had urged its
formation. He had opposed it. He had moved
that the Reform party support the Govern-
ment outside, in their measures to settle the
constitutional difficulties, and had only con-
sented to support the Coalition when over-
borne by a large majority of his party, and it
was the member for Cornwall who himself
moved that Reformers should enter the
Coalition, which he now declared as unholy.

NOTICES OF MOTION

Sir John A. Macdonald-That on the sec-
ond reading of the Act respecting the
Commercial Bank of Canada, he will move
that the 62nd rule of the House be suspended
with regard to said Bill.

Mr. Bodwell-Enquiry whether it is the
intention of Government in the Bill respect-
ing patents of invention to extend to citizens
of the United States the same facilities for
obtaining patents in Canada, that is afforded
to citizens of this Dominion, and whether the
privileges under patents now enjoyed by citi-
zens of the United States in the Province of
New Brunswick, are to be extended to other
parts of the Dominion.

Mr. D. A. McDonald-Address for a state-
ment showing the quantity of water leased on
the Lachine Canal, to whom and at what rate
leased, the amount in arrears, and the names
of the party or parties so in arrears.

The House adjourned at a quarter to one
o'clock.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, November 22, 1867

The Speaker took the Chair at three
o'clock.

CONTINGENCIES COMMITTEE

Hon. Mr. Langevin presented the first re-
port of the Standing Committee on contingen-
cies, and moved that its quorum be reduced
to seven members. Carried.

COMMITTEE ON EXPIRING LAWS

Hon. Mr. Gray presented the first report of
the Standing Committee on expiring laws,
and moved that its quorum be reduced to five
members. Carried.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE

Hon. Mr. Howland presented the first re-
port of the Standing Committee on Public
Accounts, and moved that its quorum be
reduced to seven members; also, that the
public accounts for the year ending 30th
June, 1866, be referred to the said committee.
Carried.

COMMITTEE ON PRINTING

Mr. Mackenzie presented the first report of
the joint Committee on Printing, and moved
that its quorum be reduced to seven mem-
bers. Carried.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY LOAN

Sir John A. Macdonald gave notice that on
Tuesday he would move that the House do,
on Thursday, resolve itself into Committee of
the Whole to consider certain resolutions re-
specting the loan of three millions sterling for
the Intercolonial Railway.

RIGHT OF MINISTERS TO SIT IN THE
HOUSE

Mr. Blake gave notice that, on Monday, he
would call the attention of the House to a
subject alluded to in a former debate, name-
ly, the right of his honourable friends on the
Treasury benches to occupy their seats ir -his
House. (Hear, hear, and laughter).

INDEMNITY TO MEMBERS

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald the
second reading of the Bill relating to In-
demnity of Members and Salaries of the
Speakers of both Houses of Parliament was
taken up.

Hon. Mr. Dorion said the theory of the
sessional allowance of six hundred dollars
was, that as the session was expected to last
one hundred days the pay would be six
dollars a day. As a matter of fact, however,
in 1865 there were two sessions, lasting nine-
ty-nine days, and members got eleven dollars
seventy cents per day for one session and $15
for the other. In 1863, also, there were two
sessions, and the pay equalled $9.67 per day
in the one session, and $7.69 in the other. The
true principle, he contended, was a fixed per
diem allowance. He did not intend to divide
the House, but did not wish by his silence to
have it supposed that he acquiesced in the
Bill.

Mr. Blake said it would be a waste of time
to propose an amendment to the Bill. He
admitted that the Government had a reasona-
ble excuse for the principle upon which the
Bill was based, it having been admitted by
the Parliament of the late Province of
Canada, still he must characterize it as a
vicious principle. With regard to mileage, he
hoped a better system would be arrived at.
The honourable Minister of Justice had said
the principle of constructive mileage was
wrong and immoral. He agreed with the
position of the leader of the Government in
that respect. He referred to the views enun-
ciated by the members from the Maritime
Provinces. They had only the statements of a
few honourable members as to the facts. He
suggested that ten cents per mile was too
much in Upper Canada, and showed that his
own mileage at that rate would be more than
double what it cost him. He proposed that
every member should receive what he would
certify to be his necessary travelling expenses
up to a maximum of ten cents per mile.
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He contended that instead of 10¢ a mile
which so far as Canada was concerned
gave the members $30.00 more than their
actual travelling expenses, members should
receive what they declared to have been their
actual expenses-not to exceed 10c a mile. He
intimated that he would move an amendment
to that effect in committee of the whole.

Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald said it was
essential at the opening of a new Parliament
that a measure should be introduced, and
therefore the Government had taken that on
te statute book of the late Province, against
which there had been no objection. He knew
that honourable members thought $6 not
sufficient for expenses of members of Par-
liament. Under the Bill they would receive a
little over $6, but very little. The matter was
in the hands of the House to deal with. He
thought there might be a fixed rate of mile-
age, and that members should not be com-
pelled to contract their comforts for fear they
should be accused of intailing too great a cost
on the country. He thought if his honourable
friend reduced the mileage much more mem-
bers would have to travel on foot.

He thought $6 a day not quite sufficient
on account of the increased expenses of
living, but as the people had been accustomed
to that rate they might not like to see it
raised. As sessions of Parliament would prob-
ably not exceed three months, the sessional
allowance would in fact give a little more
than $6 per day which was only fair. As
regarded the mileage, he thought it better to
have a fixed rate than to require from mem-
bers a declaration as to their actual expenses.
The accounts would be contrasted and it
might afterwards be thrown in face of a
member on the hustings by an opposing
candidate, that in going to the seat of Govern-
ment he had travelled more like a prince
than a representative of homespun people in
the back woods. Members also would be
looking what the others had charged before
they made their declaration, and he was sure
the great economical party of which his
friend from West Durham was a member,
would take care that their expenses were six
pence less than the amounts charged by gen-
tlemen on his side. (Laughter).

[Mr. Blake (Durham West)]

Hon. John Sandfield Macdonald said he
would not take any objections to the proposal
of the Government. Under the old system the
constituents of honourable members had not
complained, and it gave advantages to the
Government.

Mr. Holton objected to the fact that the
system did give the Government of the day
an advantage, and for that reason he opposed
it.

Hon. Mr. Johnson called attention to the
provisions of the rules of the House, which
provided that no member should vote upon a
question in which he was personally in-
terested.

Mr. F. Jones said the honourable member
for Chateauguay had held the purse-strings
of the Province, and did not at that time
think it necessary to suggest indications of
the amount of indemnity of members. He
argued that a rate per diem and certified
mileage would increase the expense.

Mr. Walsh said the indemnity was not for
time spent by members, but for expenses. He
objected to the Bill because it gave them
increased indemnity. He thought this session
should not be made an exceptional one, but
that the two should be considered as one, and
members receive allowance as if for one
session. He approved of the present system of
mileage.

He hoped questions would not be taken
from a New Brunswick or Nova Scotian
point of view, but upon their merits. The
gentleman opposite did not propose a reduc-
tion, but only that individual members might
reduce it if they saw fit. He proposed that
this session with regard to mileage, should
not be considered as two sessions but one.

The Bill was read a second time.

On motion the House went into committee
on the Bill-Hon. Mr. Smith in the Chair.

Mr. Chamberlain said if the session extend-
ed beyond 90 days the members should have
$600, but unless it did so extend, they should
have but $6 per day.

Mr. Blake said his character as an in-
dependent member should not be impugned
by imputing motives, as had been done by
the honourable member for Norfolk. He
moved his amendment respecting mileage.
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Mr. F. Jones said the honourable member
for West Durham was the first to accuse
honourable members of mercenary motives.
He (Mr. J.) said his experience of honourable
members for seven years was that honourable
gentlemen were above such imputations.

Mr. Walsh said a fair allowance for mileage
should be made, placing all upon the same
footing, or none at all.

The amendment was put and lost.

Sir John A. Macdonald, moved that the
committee rise and report the bill without
amendment, and a third reading be ordered
on Monday next. Carried.

BEAUHARNOIS ELECTION PETITION

On the question of receiving the petition
presented on Wednesday against the return of
Mr. Cayley for Beauharnois,

Hon. Mr. Holton said the law provided that
electoral petitions must be presented within
the first fourteen days of the session. This
petition was presented on the fifteenth.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the objection
suggested two questions:-First, Whether
Wednesday was the fourteenth or fifteenth
day of the session-that is, whether the
session commenced on the 6th instant, when
His Excellency directed the House to elect a
Speaker, or on the following day, when the
Governor delivered his speech. Secondly-if
the fourteen days had elapsed, whether ob-
jections should be taken to the reception of
the petition, or whether it was a preliminary
objection to be taken before the Election
Committee. le suggested that the motion
stand till to-morrow. Agreed.

THE FRENCH LANGUAGE

Several routine motions having been car-
ried, which had been read to the House only
in English.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau complained of the fre-
quency of this practice, and claimed that the
whole of the routine business should be trans-
acted in both languages. There were five or
six members of the House who did not under-

stand English at all, and more than twenty
others who could not understand a statement
in that language so intelligibly as in'French.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin hoped that in future the
suggestion of his honourable friend would be
carried out. It should be remembered, that in
the Quebec Parliament there would be an
English minority who did not understand
French, and the same right which would be
claimed for the minority to have all proceed-
ings in both languages should also be extend-
ed to the minority here.

Speaker Cockburn said that hitherto all
motions, except those of mere routine, had
been put in both languages. le would see
that in future the practice included all pro-
ceedings.

PROVINCIAL NOTES

The orders of the day being called,

Hon. Mr. HolIon said that when the Min-
ister of Justice read a memorandum the other
evening, stating the subjects which in this
part of the session would be brought before
the House, he (Mr. Holton) failed to catch the
word "currency". We were at present in this
anomalous position that we had money, to
wit, the Provincial notes, which was legal
tender in this part of the Dominion, but not
in the Lower Provinces. If they were to
assimilate the dues payable to Government,
they should assimilate at the same time the
money in which those dues were payable.

Sir John said the question whether such a
measure would be introduced in the first part
of the session was under consideration of the
Government.

COMMERCIAL BANK

On motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald, the Bill
to amend the Act of Incorporation of the
Commercial Bank, to authorize its amalgama-
tion with any other bank or banks, or its
winding up, was read a second time, and
referred to the Standing Committee on
Banking and Commerce.

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald, the
62nd rule of the House was suspended in
reference to the said Bill.
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SUPPLY TO HER MAJESTY

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald, the
House went into Committee of the Whole,
and adopted a resolution "That a supply be
granted to Her Majesty," which was reported
to the House.

INTERCOLONIAL R.R. TERMINUS

Mr. Blanchet moved an address for corre-
spondence relative to the terminus of the
railway intended between Quebec and
Halifax. Carried.

REPORTING THE DEBATES

Mr. Mackenzie moved to refer the subject
of reporting the debates of Parliament to the
Joint Committee of both Houses on Printing.
Carried.

PUBLIC PROPERTY OF THE DOMINION

Hon. Mr. Smith moved an address for a
statement showing the value of the public
works and property, etc. of the Dominion of
Canada. Carried.

Sir John A. Macdonald, seconded by Hon.
Mr. Cartier, moved the second reading of the
Act of Incorporation of the Commercial Bank
of Canada, etc.

Mr. Casault objected that the Bill was not
printed in French.

The Bill was read a second time and re-
ferred to the Committee on Banking and
Commerce.

The House then went into committee on
the Bill of Supply.

The Bill passed a second reading.

Mr. Blanchet moved an address for corre-
spondence between the Government of
Canada and Her Majesty's Principal Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies, relating to the
terminus of the railway intended to connect
Quebec and Halifax. Carried.

APPOINTING MAGISTRATES

Mr. Masson moved an address for corre-
spondence, Orders in Council, etc. in relation
to the power of appointing Justices of the
Peace.

Sir John said there was no correspondence
or Orders in Council between the Federal and
the Local Governments respecting the ap-
pointing of Justices of the Peace. He was
satisfied that the intention of Her Majesty's
Government was that such appointments be-
longed to the Local Governments. If there
were any doubts on the subject, they could be
at once removed by an Act of the Local
Parliaments authorizing the Government to
issue commissions appointing magistrates.

Mr. Gray said there was more involved in
this question than appeared at first sight,
particularly in the Maritime Provinces. Ac-
cording to the laws of New Brunswick, mag-
istrates have power to take acknowledgement
of deeds. If it was hereafter determined that
magistrates appointed by the Local Gov-
ernment since the lst of July were rot lgally
appointed, it might cause a great deal of
litigation. Therefore it was very important
that they should come to some decision upon
the subject.

Hon. Mr. Cartier read several clauses in the
Union Act to provide that the power to
appoint magistrates existed in the Local
Governments. The General Government
might make a law in regard to appointing
Justices of the Peace, but there was no such
law now.

Mr. Anglin said no magistrate should be
appointed until all doubt had been removed.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin said if there was any
doubt concerning these appointments, the
Local Legislatures should legislate upon the
subject.

Mr. Smith believed the Government of
New Brunswick had appointed from 40 to 50
magistrates since the 1st July. He thought
some steps should be taken to stop the exer-
cise of that power until all doubts were
removed, as the consequences would be seri-
ous to many persons if it should hereafter be
decided that they were illegally appointed.

Dr. Tupper also expressed doubts regarding
the legality of these appointments, and said
the only wise course to pursue was that an
Act should be passed by the Local Legisla-
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tures, giving the General Government power
to make these appointments, and providing
for any defects in the commissions already
issued.

The motion was then withdrawn.

Mr. Mackenzie said, a great number of the
members of this House and of the Senate
desired official reports. He moved to refer the
subject of reporting debates of Parliament to
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the joint committee of both Houses on print-
ing. Carried.

Hon. Mr. Smith moved an address for a
statement showing in detail the Public Works
and property of the Dominion of Canada,
derived by virtue of the Act of Union. Car-
ried.

On motion the House then adjourned to
Monday next at three o'clock.





HOUSE OF COMMONS

Monday, November 25. 1867

The Speaker took the Chair at three
o'clock.

Hon. Mr. Cartier moved that leave of ab-
sence for fifteen days be granted to the Hon.
A. T. Galt. Carried.

RAILWAYS AND CANALS

Mr. Macfarlane introduced a Bill for the
better regulation of trafflc on railways and
canals.

MINISTERS AND THEIR SEATS

Mr. Blake stated that on account of the
absence of the Minister of Justice, he would
postpone till to-morrow, raising the question
of which he had given notice, as to the right
of Ministers of the Dominion to occupy seats
in this House.

GRAND TRUNK BILL

Mr. Shanly moved the second reading of
the Bill to Amend the Grand Trunk Ar-
rangements Act of 1862, and for other pur-
poses. He explained its provisions, but was
very imperfectly heard in the gallery. He was
understood to say that the principal object of
the Bill was to enable the Company to raise
500,000 pounds sterling in mortgage bonds,
having preference over all other bonds except
the equipment and postal bonds. The 4th
clause provided that, when the time for
which such bonds were issued expired, the
amount might be re-borrowed under similar
bonds. The 5th clause provided for the
convertibility of these bonds into stock. The
6th clause referred to the agreement between
the Grand Trunk and Buffalo and Lake
Huron, and allowed a modification of that
agreement by the consent of the two compa-
nies. The 7th clause extended for five years
the time within which the Grand Trunk
might purchase the Montreal and Champlain
railroads.

Hon. Mr. Howe said he had glanced over
this Bill, and it appeared to him that it did
away with the value of all the other securi-
ties heretofore issued by the Company. He

thought it was about time this House ceased
legislating to enable this Company to put on
the markets of the world any other descrip-
tion of securities. He had examined a list of
the various stocks and securities this Com-
pany had issued and he found some of them
very utterly valueless, others worth not more
than half, and others worth less than one-
third their original value; and he considered
the House would be incurring a very great
responsibility if it enabled the Company to
issue any other securities which would be as
valueless in a year or two as any others of its
securities now in circulation, and which were
a loss and damage, and, in some instances,
absolute ruin to those who held them. This
railroad, which ran through the heart of
Canada, connecting all large cities and
traversing the finest agricultural and populous
districts, was in a condition which led almost
inevitably to the conclusion that the road was
not managed as it ought to be managed. By
the last official report he found that during
the last half-year the working and other
necessary expenses of the road exceeded the
receipts by 18,000 pounds. Now, in Nova
Scotia, the railroad there was as substantially
built as any portion of the Grand Trunk; the
iron was as heavy, the bridges were of stone
and iron, and, with the exception of station-
houses, the Nova Seotia road was as good as
the Grand Trunk, and a great deal better
than some parts of it which he came over the
other day. From the time the first five miles
of the Nova Scotia road were opened it paid
working expenses; and yet this Grand Trunk,
after having been completed seven or eight
years, did not last year half pay its working
expenses. Before this House agreed to enable
the Company to issue further securities,
which were to go in the way of al previous
securities, it did appear to him what the
House ought to do; and if no one else moved
in the matter before the session closed he
would-was to institute a thorough and sif-
ting investigation into the management of
this road. He would endeavour to ascertain if
there was a majority in the House that would
sustain a motion of that kind. He held in his
hand a paper filled with a record of past
transactions connected with this railroad in-
stitution. The charges it contained were ei-
ther true or untrue. If untrue, the man who
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published them should be prosecuted; if true,
they were disgraceful-there ought to be a
sifting investigation for the honour and credit
of this Dominion. A few years ago he attend-
ed a meeting, in London, of shareholders of
the Grand Trunk-men who had invested ten
or fifteen millions in this railroad. They were
there utterly powerless to know how they
had lost their money or how they were to get
it back, except from what the officers of the
company might condescend to tell them. The
credit of Canada itself suffered from these
transactions, and unless the matter was put
right, the whole Dominion would not have
that credit and position in the mother country
which it ought to have; he thought an invalu-
able service would be done to the credit of
the Dominion if a thorough investigation of
the whole subject was had. And there was
another reason which should cause such an
investigation; we were now about to expend
on the intercolonial three millions sterling
certain, which would probably reach five mil-
lions if the Intercolonial was to be managed
after the fashion of the Grand Trunk, and we
were to expend it in a line of country which,
compared with that traversed by the Grand
Trunk, was a wilderness. He was not opposed
to the construction of the Intercolonial; he
had always been in favour of it, but before
the House sanctioned the expenditure of that
money they ought to be certain the road
would not be managed in the same way as
the Grand Trunk had been, and that these
three, four, or five millions would not be
jobbed away as the money of the poor unfor-
tunate Grand Trunk shareholders had been
lost.

Mr. Mackenzie asked if the consent of the
preference shareholders, whose interests were
affected by this Bill, had been obtained. So
far as he was aware, there was no petition
before the House from those parties asking
for this Bill.

Mr. Shanly thought the proper place to
discuss that point was in the committee.

Mr. Mackenzîe thought not. It was for the
Committee to discuss the details of the Bill.
But it lay at the very foundation of all right
legislation that no Bill should advance a step
without the consent of parties whom it affect-
ed in their personal interests.

Mr. Shanly said the consent of the prefer-
ence bondholders had been obtained, and
would be produced to the Committee. He did
not think the position taken by the member
for Hants should interfere with the second

[Mr. Eowe (lants)]

reading of this Bill. The House, if it chose,
might order an investigation into the whole
affairs of the company; but this Bill simply
asked permission for the company to raise
a certain sum of money, and to arrange its
private transactions with other companies.

Dr. Parker thought it would be very objec-
tionable to give the Grand Trunk power to
alter the arrangement with the Buffalo and
Lake Huron. He would be glad to see such an
investigation as that suggested by the mem-
ber for Hants. He considered that the people
of this country had not got the advantages
from the construction of the Grand Trunk to
which they were entitled. The Company 'had
allowed American producers and forwarders
to forward their produce over the road at a
much cheaper rate than the people of Canada
could get; he believed that in this attempt to
compete for Western trade was to be found
one principal reason why the road had not
proved more remunerative to the sharehold-
ers.

Mr. Mackenzie called the attention of the
House to the extraordinary provision of the
6th clause of the Bill. When the Act of last
session was before the House, the private
agreement between the two companies which
it sanctiomed, was appended to the Act as a
schedule. Now the 6th clause of this Bill gave
permission to the companies to change the
lst, 2nd, 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th clauses of that
agreement, without any further reference to
the House. The least that could have been
done was to have embodied in the Bill the
clauses which it was proposed to alter. The
first clause of agreement was that which
provided for the division of profits between
the two companies; the 4th clause provided
for raising money; the 5th authorized the
Grand Trunk to purchase the Buffalo & Lake
Huron Railroad for a special price. The
provisions of those clauses were very impor-
tant.

Mr. Shanly-Important only to the Com-
panies themselves.

Mr. Mackenzie-Yes, and to a certain
number of shareholders also, whose interests
might not be consulted by the majority.

Mr. Shanly-Are you not in favour of gov-
erning by a majority?

Mr. Mackenzie-Yes; but he was in favour
also of protecting the rights of minorities; he
thought this House could not be too careful in
passing Bills of this kind, which affected the
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rights of individuals. He thought the Bill
should be drawn in such a way as to show
clearly the whole effect it would have.

Mr. Macfarlane said the principle of the Bill
was totally at variance with the principle of
the Act of last session. In order to meet the
objections to the amalgamation, a clause was
inserted which specially provided for the pri-
ority of the securities which had been issued
by the two roads. But the third clause of the
present Bill swept that away. Unless the
honourable member would consent to let his
Bill stand over, in order to allow members
who were not acquainted with the discussion
of last session an opportunity of understand-
ing the grounds of objection then taken, he
should feel bound to move that the second
reading be postponed for one month.

Mr. Shanly said if it was important to the
Company that the Bill should pass it would
not be right to throw it back so late in the
session as was proposed. As for the objection
that the proposed changes in the agreement
were not set forth in the Bill, what was asked
was not the making of any changes, but
simply the power to make changes in certain
clauses as circumstances might show them to
be expedient.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said the Bill should be
allowed to go before the Railroad Committee,
the members of which represented various
railway interests, as well as different political
parties in the country. The House would not
be committed to the principle of the Bill by
such course, for the whole of the details as
well as the principle of the Bill could be
afterwards changed by the House or rejected
altogether if thought desirable. With regard
to what had fallen from the member for
Hants, it was perhaps a little ungrateful to
withhold sympathy from those who as share-
holders or bondholders had invested their
money in the Grand Trunk. They had by
their investments done an incalculable
amount of good to the late Province of
Canada, although the result had turned out
unfavourable for themselves. He knew the
member for Hants did not desire to speak
harshly of these share and bondholders, and
believed he would extend to them the utmost
sympathy if he examined the immense
benefit the railway had done to the country.
They had spent 16,000,000 pounds sterling on
the road, which besides affording cheap and
easy means of transportation from one end of
the Province to the other, had increased the
value of real estate all over the country. If

we looked at railways in the United States,
we found that nearly every case the invest-
ments of original shareholders and lst bond-
holders had been entirely wiped off, although
nobody would be found to deny that these
roads had conferred immense advantages
upon the country. The interest of those par-
ties had been sacrificed because the roads
could not otherwise have been carried on, but
the whole community reaped the benefit. The
Grand Trunk was in a better position than
those railroads; but to enable it to pay inter-
est on its bonds, it is necessary to have an
increased amount of rolling stock, and to put
the road in a proper state of repair. To do
this, an issue of new bonds was indispensable,
and this was what we proposed to authorize
in the Bill, which had received the consent of
the preference bondholders who were the
parties mainly interested. He did not see
what valid objection could be raised to the
measure if those parties were favourable to
its passage. It was not his purpose to defend
those who had originally promoted this great
work, but glancing at returns, its traffic
showed that the estimates of those parties as
to.its amount were more than realized, and if
the same rates for freight could be obtained
now as were paid in 1854, enough business
was done by the Grand Trunk to pay a
dividend even on its original stock. He trust-
ed the Bill would be allowed to go before the
committee, where if it contained any objec-
tionable provisions they might be amended.

Hon. Mr. Dorion thought there were seve-
ral instances in this House, where such BiUs
had been resisted on the second reading. He
was very sure the Bill in 1856, to grant new
aid to the Grand Trunk, was so resisted.

Hon. Mr. Cartier-It was an appropriation
of Government to come to the rescue of the
road.

Hon. Mr. Dorion-The Bill of 1856 was to
come to the aid of The Grand Trunk and so
was this. By the Bill of 1862, it was proposed
to allow the Grand Trunk to borrow 500,000
pounds sterling to put it on its legs, and so
we were assured the company would never
come to this House again for further aid, if
by that Bill certain bonds were authorized to
be created, called postal bonds, which were to
be first charged on the road after working
expenses, and 500,000 pounds were authorized
to be raised to be a first charge after postal
bonds, to take preference over first, second,
third and fourth preference stock, and over
ordinary stock of the company. Now, by this
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Bill they were going to authorize another
class to be called second equipment bonds,
having preference over other preference
shares and ordinary stock. His honourable
friend (Mr. Cartier) said the company was
not in such a bad state as most of the
companies of the States, where most of the
original stockholders had disappeared. What
was the present value of the stock of the
Grand Trunk? Surely worth nothing at all,
and yet they were going to increase it by
putting in preference bonds over all other
stock. He was not going to oppose the Bill on
its second reading; but the House had got
into the habit of dealing very lightly with the
interests of third parties. He thought they
should enquire very closely whether those
persons to be affected by this Bill would
consent to this change or not. There was
another point which he wished to notice.
They knew the objections made last year to
the amalgamation between the Buffalo and
Huron and the Grand Trunk. It was now
proposed by the ninth clause, to tell the two
companies that they may make any arrange-
ment they please, without regard to the inter-
ests of the stockholders or the public. This
would be a most dangerous power to give to
the Company. He hoped the clause would be
closely looked into.

Mr. Francis Jones referred to the recent
meeting of the Company in London, where
the bondholders raised the strong objection to
the passage of this Bill. He contrasted the
difference between the cost of working the
Grand Trunk and the Great Western Railway
respectively. In one case, the working ex-
penses amounted to 70 per cent of the gross
earnings; while, in the other case, it was only
44 per cent. What caused this great difference
in the cost of running the two roads? What
an honourable member had said about the
dissatisfaction with the management of the
Grand Trunk, expressed the sentiments of
nine-tenths of the people of the Province of
Ontario. There was great dissatisfaction with
the management of the road, and he (Mr.
Jones) would not allow the Bill to pass with-
out expressing his belief that the Grand
Trunk required strict watching, and its man-
agement the closest investigation. (Hear,
hear.)

Mr. Mackenzie said that if the proposer of
the Bill would undertake to produce before
the Railway Committee an agreement of the
bondholders to accept the Bill, and also show
that the sixth clause would not authorize
changes contrary to the sense of the Act of

[Mr. Dorion (Hochelaga)]

last session, he (Mr. Mackenzie) would advise
his honourable friend from South Perth not
to press his motion for postponement.

Mr. Shanly was informed that all the
necessary documents would be produced
before the Railway Committee when the Bill
came before it. With regard to the sixth
clause, its object was simply to give power to
the Grand Trunk and Buffalo and Lake
Huron Companies to arrange between them-
selves, from time-to-time, certain details of
the agreement authorized by the Act of last
session. It was found that the agreement
hampered the Companies in a manner injuri-
ous to their interests and those of the public,
and this Bill merely gave the Companies
power to arrange their own business in their
own way.

Mr. Mackenzie said, unless the House
knew precisely the way in which the agree-
ment authorized by the Act of last session
would be varied by this Bill, it would be
necessary to insert in it a special clause,
preventing its change in certain directions.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said the changes which
would be operated by the Bill would be fully
explained to the Committee when the matter
came before it.

Hon. Mr. Howe said a comparison might be
made between the Grand Trunk and the
London, Chatham and Dover road. The same
men that wronged the people of England on
this side of the water, wronged them on that.
This Company should be watched narrowly.
They should produce evidence before the Bill
is passed that peoples' rights will not be
affected against their consent. Some railroads
have been made to cost enormous sums of
money, and thousands of human beings have
suffered and been ruined by them, while
others have been constructed at a cheaper
rate, and yielded a profit to stockholders.
There are two roads running between Port-
land and Boston. These roads running paral-
lel and in competition to each other, through
a rugged country, are not only paying run-
ning expenses, but have a considerable sur-
plus besides. He could imagine a road like the
Vermont Central, constructed with insuffi-
cient capital, making ruinous discounts, and
running through such a country, not paying
at all; but the Grand Trunk, running through
such a level, fertile country as it does, ought
to pay running expenses, and something
more. It has been said that the Grand Trunk
would have paid last year, if they had not
expended so much upon rolling stock. He
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found it stated in last year's report that they
had bought twenty-five engines, but had not
paid for them. He felt it his duty as a public
man, representing one of the British Prov-
inces, to urge upon the Parliament of the new
Dominion to resent such a Bill as this, where
the bondholders have not given their consent
to its being passed.

Mr. Grant thought the Grand Trunk system
would require many such Bills as this to
rectify it. In past sessions of the Canadian
Legislature they had had many such Bills
before their asking for assistance. He referred
to the eloquence and ability of the gentlemen
from the Maritime Provinces, and said
though they had not built many railroads
there he was happy to say they owned them.
He hoped these gentlemen would infuse a
spirit of economy into their legislation so that
they would be able to build a great canal in
the Valley of Ontario, and give assistance to
the Government.

Mr. Macfarlane, at the suggestion of the
honourable member for Lambton, was not
disposed to press his motion for the postpone-
ment of the Bill, but would oppose it in
Committee.

The second reading was carried on a divi-
sion.

Mr. Jones (Halifax) enquired whether the
Government have taken means to ascertain
the view of the American Government on the
subject of a Reciprocity Treaty, and if not,
whether it is their intention to secure its
renewal-also in the event of failing to se-
cure its renewal, what course they intend
adopting with reference to the granting of
Licenses to American Fishermen?

Hon. Mr. Cartier said the Government was
alive to the importance of the renewal of the
Reciprocity Treaty, and would give the sub-
ject every attention. With respect to granting
licenses to American Fishermen the subject
was under consideration.

Hon. Mr. Anglir> enquired whether it is
the intention of the Government to do any-
thing for the improvement of the Ports of
the Province of New Brunswick, on the Gulf
of St. Lawrence and Bay Chaleur, by
dredging or otherwise; and if so, when such
improvements will probably be commenced?

Hon. Mr. McDougall said it was the inten-
tion of the Government generally to consider
the means for the improvements of naviga-
tion, but as such improvements involved the

expenditure of large sums of money, he was
not prepared to say when they would be
undertaken.

Hon. Mr. Snilth enquired whether it is the
intention of the Government generally that
the salaries of the Judges of the County
Courts, recently established in New Bruns-
wick, shall be paid by the Government of
the Dominion of Canada?

Hon. Mr. Cartier said the Government not
only had the intention to pay, but were
bound to pay, all salaries to Judges which by
law they must pay <laughter).

Mr. McConkey enquired whether the
Government'contemplate the use of any ex-
traordinary means during the incoming sea-
son to encourage inmigration from Great
Britain and elsewhere, to this Dominion?

Hon. Mr. Cartier said the Government was
disposed to favor immigration, but would
look to the Local Governments of the several
Provinces for cooperation.

Mr. Bolton enquired whether it is the inten-
tion of the Government to subsidize a line of
steamers to ply between Montreal and Pictou
or Halifax, Nova Scotia, touching at inter-
mediate ports, and if so, will such subsidy be
granted under public tender, and whether a
like subsidy is to be extended to a line of
steamers between Halifax, Nova Scotia, and
the West Indies?

Hon. Mr. Cartier said the important points
involved in this question were under the
consideration of the Government.

Mr. Bodwell enquired whether it is the
intention of the Government, in the Bill re-
specting Patents of Invention and Discovery,
to extend to citizens of the United States the
same facilities for obtaining Patents of In-
vention and Discovery in Canada that are
afforded to citizens of this Dominion; and
whether privileges under Patents now en-
joyed by citizens of the United States in the
Province of New Brunswick are to be extend-
ed to other parts of the Dominion?

Hon. Mr. Cartier said a Bill to be intro-
duced would show to what extent the Gov-
ernment would be prepared to extend the
privileges in question.

Mr. Workman enquired whether the Har-
bour Commissioners of Montreal have com-
pleted the deepening of the Ship Channel
between Montreal and Quebec, so that it shall
be 20 feet deep, when there are 11 feet of
water on the flats of Lake St. Peter, and
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whether Mr. Page, Chief Engineer of Public
Works, has yet reported on the channel be-
tween Quebec and Montreal, and on the man-
agement of the same by the Harbour Com-
missioners, as well upon harbour affairs
generally?

Hon. Mr. McDougall was understood to
say that he was not aware whether the
Commissioners had completed the deepening
of the channel, and that Mr. Page had report-
ed on the matters referred to.

Mr. Workman enquired whether it is the
intention of the Government to provide a
Custom House and an Examining Warehouse
at the Port of Montreal, adequate to the
wants of the trade of that port, in lieu of the
insufficient and unsuitable accommodation
now existing there, and if so, when?

Hon. Mr. Cartier said the subject was un-
der consideration.

Mr. Stephenson enquired whether the Gov-
ernments have had under consideration the
question as to the right of the Government
of the Dominion of Canada to appoint issuers
of Marriage Licenses, and if so, whether any
definite decision has yet been arrived at, and
what the decision is?

Hon. Mr. Langevin stated that Ris Excel-
lency the Governor-General had commis-
sioned the Lieutenant-Governors of Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick to appoint issuers
of Marriage Licenses, and that for the other
Provinces His Excellency would make these
appointments through the Department of
State.

Mr. O'Connor enquired whether it was the
intention of the Government to introduce a
Bill during this session to establish a general
system of Banking for the Dominion, or
whether it is the intention of the Government
to introduce a Bill to change the present Act
respecting Banks and freedom of Banking, so
that the Government shall issue to the Banks,
established or to be established under that
Act, legal tender notes to the amount of the
value of the securities deposited with the
Receiver-General in lieu of the notes author-
ized by the said Act?

Hon. Mr. Cartier said the question of cur-
rency was under consideration, and it was
one of the subjects which the Government
proposed to submit during the next part of
the session.

Mr. Stephenson moved, seconded by Mr
Dobbie, an address to His Excellency the

[Mr. Workman (Montreal Centre)]

Governor-General, for copies of all Official
Reports in possession of the Government,
having special reference to the survey and
construction of a Harbour of Refuge at some
point on the North Shore of Lake Erie, be-
tween Port Colbourn and Point Pelee, togeth-
er with a return of all appropriations made
by the Canadian Government towards the
construction of harbours and lighthouses, and
the improvement of the navigation of rivers
in the new Province of Ontario, West of Port
Colbourn; naming the respective localities
where such money was expended, as well as
the amount of such expenditure, upon each
locality; and the year or years in which they
were made, such reports not to go back to an
earlier date than 1845. Carried.

DISTILLERY AND BREWERY RETURNS

Mr. Oliver moved for returns of proof
spirits, beer, ale, and porter manufactured,
and the quantity of grain used in such manu-
facture in each and every distillery and
brewery in the late Province of Upper
Canada since the year 1859 to the present
date, and the amount of excise duty paid by
each distillery and brewery during the above
period.

Mr. Oliver said he would briefly state his
reason for urging this motion. First, it was
very generally believed throughout the west-
ern section of the Dominion that great frauds
were being committed on the excise revenue,
It was a:sserted that not more than one-fourth
of the malt liquors manufactured had been
returned for duty. Even if such frauds did
not exisflit was desirable to have the returns,
in order to allay those suspicions. In a cir-
cular which had been addressed to members
of the House by Messrs. Grant & Co., a
respectable firm in Hamilton, it was asserted
that in the county of Waterloo, where large
quantities of lager beer were made, that not
more than one-eighth of the production pays
duty. These gentlemen said that if this House
granted a committee they were prepared to
prove that statement. In 1861 the returns of
beer manufactured were 5,920,000 gallons; in
1865 they were only 532,000 gallons, although
every individual in the country knew that the
quantity manufactured, instead of falling off,
had greatly increased since 1861. These gen-
tlemen also affirmed that Mr. Brunel, Chief
Officer of Excise, had stated to them that, in
his opinion, under the present system the
Government did not collect more than one-
third the actual duty on all, and this was the
statement of Mr. Brunel, not only to these
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gentlemen, but to members of this House. Mr.
Oliver proceeded to give the results of an
analysis of the returns for 1866, which
showed that in Waterloo, thirteen breweries
returned an average of 188 barrels each for
the year. Bruce, three breweries, with an
average of 103 barrels; and in Prince Edward,
one brewery returned a manufacture of 135
barrels. It was evident that if this was all
that was manufactured by these breweries,
they could not begin to pay working ex-
penses. In Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry,
there was one brewery returning 56 gallons.
The revenue in that district was $53, and the
cost of collecting it $153. He thought that the
House should be put in possession of full
information on the subject, and that if there
should then appear to be ground for it, a
committee should be appointed to investigate
the whole matter.

Hon. Mr. Howland asked the honourable
gentleman what he had been reading from.

Mr. Oliver-From the Public Accounts of
1866.

Hon. Mr. Howland said there was no objec-
tion to giving the information asked for; but
he thought it unfair for the honourable gen-
tleman to get up and make charges based on
the circular he had referred to. As regarded
the parties who made those statements, and
especially one of them, when the Government
adopted measures to put a stop to the frauds
committed in breweries, and put them in
operation in the brewery owned by those
parties, one of them came down with other
brewers to induce the head of the Depart-
ment at that time (Mr. Galt) to withdraw
those measures. He believed the object of this
gentleman was to write himself up and get
himself a situation under the Government for
the discharge of these duties. He had it from
Chief Inspector Brunel that the statements
with regard to himself were altogether false.
The Government were quite willing to grant
the information, and he might mention that
an investigation was now going on in one of
the districts he referred to, and he would
only add that one of the gentlemen whose
naines are appended to the circular had on
several occasions made similar representa-
tions to the department; and on such occa-
sions an investigation was made, and the
charge proved to be groundless.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. Mackenzie moved an address for cor-
respondence relative to the forcible abducting
of a British subject from the township of
Moore. He said he referred to a person

named Mcdonald, a Canadian. He had been
arrested on the American side, on suspicion
of smuggling, and confined in gaol. Being al-
lowed to wander about the village of St.
Clair, during a portion of the day, he took
advantage of that liberty and moved to the
Canadian side. The Sheriff, with a party of
assistants, followed him, and took him away
by force, using firearms to accomplish their
object, and wounding the man before they
succeeded in catching him. He considered this
one of the worst acts of abducting he had
ever heard of-worse than that of Mason and
Slidell-and he desired to know what the
Government had done in the matter.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said correspondence on
the subject was going on, and was not yet in
that state in which it could be brought before
this House.

Hon. J. Sandfield Macdonald said applica-
tion had first been made in this matter to the
Ontario Government. He wrote back, request-
ing that evidence should be supplied which
would justify the Washington authorities in
granting the application for the man's surren-
der. This had been sent to him while he had
been absent, and it was only within the last
few days that he had handed it over to the
Government of the Dominion.

Mr. McDougall did not think the case war-
ranted the strong language made use of by
the member for Lambton. Only a few weeks
ago there was a case of forcible abduction on
the other side, in which some escaped crimi-
nals were brought back to Kingston by our
officers, assisted by American officers.

Mr. Mackenzie said that two months hav-
ing elapsed since the affair took place, and
having learned a few days ago that McDon-
aid was still a prisoner in a United States
gaol, he had taken it for granted that some
difficulty had occurred about the surrender,
and had therefore moved for the papers; but
after the explanation given by the Minister of
Militia, he would not press his motion for the
present.

The motion was accordingly withdrawn.

BAY OF QUINTE CANAL
Mr. Keeler moved for a return of surveys

and reports relating to the proposed canal to
connect the waters of Lake Ontario with
those of the Bay of Quinte. Carried.

LACHINE CANAL LEASES
Mr. McDonald (Glengarry) moved an ad-

dress for a statement showing the quantity of
water leased on the Lachine Canal, and to
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whom leased, and at what rate leased, and
the amount in arrears, if any, and the names
of the party or parties so in arrears. Carried.

RAFTING OF TIMBER

Mr. Bellerose moved the second reading of
the Bill respecting the rafting of timber on
the inland waters of Canada. Mr. Bellerose
said he was himself opposed to some of its
provisions. He proposed referring it to a large
committee for a report.

Hon. Sandfield Macdonald thought there
was no hurry in pressing it now; the Bill
might stand till February.

Mr. Smith believed such a law would be
objectionable to New Brunswick.

Mr. Morris thought the Bill should go
before the country in the shape in which it
was intended to ask the House to pass it;
therefore, he suggested that the mover should
re-draft the Bill and submit it to the House
again.

Mr. Mackenzie suggested that if the mover
read the navigation law, he would find a
great deal referred to in the Bill already
provided for.

Mr. Bellerose was willing enough that the
Bill as reported by the committee should
stand till February. Last summer, the steamer
QUEEN VICTORIA could not get to her
wharf because it was occupied by rafts.
Ferries had also been obstructed on the
Gatineau by rafts.

Mr. McDougall thought matters affecting
the trade and navigation of the country
should not be legislated upon in this way. As
to the case of the Gatineau bridge, it had
been built over that river, and enabled rafts
to pass underneath.

Mr. Dufresne could not see why the Bill
should not be sent to committee, where it
might be arranged so as to meet the views of
different interests.

Mr. Dunkin thought it better the Bill
should go before the committee, in order that
it might assume the shape in which it could
be passed or rejected in February, according
to action or non-action in the meantime of
the Local Legislatures.

Mr. Bowell believed from the letters which
he had received from various correspondents
that the best way of disposing of the Bill was

to give it the six months' hoist. If passed it
would prove injurious to the lumber interests
of the country. He moved that the Bill be
read this day six months.

Hon. Mr. Cariier was in favour of allowing
the Bill to go before the Committee, where it
might be amended if found objectionable in
details.

Mr. Ault thought it detrimental to the
lumber interests to allow the Bill to pass, and
therefore hoped it would be rejected.

Mr. Ferguson thought if the Bill was not
required, the Committee were the best
judges.

Mr. Bellerose offered to withdraw the mo-
tion if the amendment was withdrawn.

Mr. Bowell refused, unless the Bill was
withdrawn.

It being six o'clock, on motion of the Hon.
Mr. Cartier, the House adjourned tiil to-mor-
row.

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. McConkey-Enquiry whether, with the
view of liquidating its indebtedness to the
Bank of Montreal, and other floating obliga-
tions, it is the intention of the Government
this session to issue and throw upon the
country such an amount of debentures, on the
credit of the Dominion, as will enable it to
realize funds to that end.

Mr. Bolton-Whether any fishery bounties
have been paid, or are intended to be paid,
from the general revenues of the Dominion,
since 1st July last, and if so, are such boun-
ties confined to vessels or claimants of any
particular portion of the Dominion.

Mr. Smith-Addresses for copies of ail cor-
respondence between the Government of the
Dominion and the Government of New
Brunswick, relating to the salaries of the
Judges of the County Court of New Brun-
swick, and a statement of the amounts, if
any, paid to said Judges by the Government
of Canada.

Mr. Street-Suspension of the 62nd rule
with respect to the Bill to settle the affairs of
the Bank of Upper Canada.

Mr. Fortin-Returns giving a variety of
particulars concerning the vessels owned in
the Dominion of Canada on the 1st of July,
1867.

[Mr. McDonald (Glengarry)]
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Tuesday, November 26, 1867

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

BEAUHARNOIS ELECTION PETITION

On the question of receiving the petition
against the return of Mr. Cayley for Beau-
harnois, objection was taken that the petition
was presented on the 15th day of the session,
instead of the 14th, as required by law. The
question in doubt was whether the day of
meeting, or the day on which his Excellency's
speech was delivered, was the first day of the
session.

Mr. Speaker Cockburn said this petition
was presented on the 20th of November. The
law requires election petitions to be presented
on or before the 14th day of the session. The
question here was whether the first day of
session was the 6th November, the day of
meeting, when His Excellency instructed the
House to choose a Speaker, or the 7th No-
vember, when, in the Speech from the
Throne, he told them for what purpose they
had been called together. He considered that
this was a point to be argued before the
election committee, and therefore ruled that
the petition be received.

Hon. Mr. Hollon said that he had under-
stood the Speaker to say that this was a
question to be argued before the Select
Committee appointed to try it. Might it rather
not come up on the question of referring the
petition to the General Election Committee. If
this was not an election petition, why appoint
a committee to try it?

Sir John A. Macdonald referred to the
practice in England, that whenever there was
a doubt as to the validity, or otherwise, of an
election petition, it should go to an Election
Committee.

Hon. Mr. Dorion thought the point should
be decided by the House rather than a com-
mittee, in order that a precedent might be
established to bind the House.

Hon. J. S. Macdonald and Hon. Mr. Cartier
stated their impression that there was already
extant a decision of the House on the ques-
tion.

Hon. Mr. Howe suggested that as this was
to be an economical Parliament, the second
day of meeting should be counted the first
day of the session, that the country might
save one day's pay to members. (Laughter).

The petition was then received.

KENT (N.B.) ELECTION

On the question of receiving a petition
against the return of Mr. Renaud, member
for Kent (N.B.), which was presented on the
22nd November,

Mr. Smith read a clause from the Union
Act, declaring that until otherwise provided,
the laws in force in each Province previous to
the Union relating to elections should be
binding with reference to that Province. He
stated there was no statute law in New
Brunswick on this point; but there was a
standing rule of the House requiring election
petitions to be presented within the first
fourteen days of the session, counting from
the day of meeting. This petition was pre-
sented on the seventeenth day of the session,
and therefore, he contended, could not be
received.

Mr. Fisher argued that the rules of the
New Brunswick House were not law, and
therefore could not prevent the reception of
this petition.

Mr. Johnson agreed that the rule of the
New Brunswick House was not law, and
contended that the House must fall back on
the procedure of Canada and England, which
would not allow the reception of the petition.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said, it was the duty of
the House with respect to controverted elec-
tions, both with regard to receiving petitions
and other proceedings, according to the rules
of the several Provinces. According to the
rules of the New Brunswick Legislature this
petition to have been received should have
been presented within fourteen days, there-
fore, the doubt raised regarding the other
petition just discussed could not apply in this
case. The question was, would this petition be
received in the Legislative Assembly having
been presented on the 17th day of the Ses-
sion? Clearly not. Therefore it was the duty



COMMONS DEBATES

of this House to refuse the petition by the
same rule. (Hear, hear.) So long as these rules
of the Legislatures remained in force they
were part of the law; they formed the Par-
liamentary law, and in the present case the
laws or rules of the Legislature of each
Province relating to contested elections
should apply to the members of this House.

Hon. Col. Gray said according to the Leg-
islature of New Brunswick, the petition
should have been presented within the first
fourteen days, otherwise it could not be re-
ceived. This was so plain that there need be
no controversy about it. (Hear, hear.) Then
the Imperial Act provided that the existing
laws relating to elections in each Province
should apply to members of this House, until
otherwise provided, so that upon this point
too there was no room for doubt-clearly the
Rules obtaining in the New Brunswick Leg-
islature applied to this case.

Speaker Cockburn said he would reserve
his opinion till to-morrow, and meanwhile the
motion for the reception of the petition might
stand.

PARLIAMENTARY PRINTERS

Mr. Mackenzie presented the second report
of the Printing Committee which recommend-
ed that Messrs. Hunter and Rose be consid-
ered the Parliamentary Printers until the
termination of their present contract, which
would be on the lst January, 1870. He inti-
mated that he would move the adoption of
the report tomorrow.

CANADIAN INLAND NAVIGATION
COMPANY

Mr. Morris introduced a Bill to amend and
consolidate the several Acts incorporating the
Canadian Inland Steam Navigation Company.

ST. LAWRENCE AND OTTAWA R.R.

Mr. Crawford (South Leeds) moved for
leave to introduce a Bill to incorporate the
St. Lawrence and Ottawa Railway Company.

Hon. Mr. Holton said the Union Act provid-
ed that all public works within the territorial
limits of the several Provinces should come
under the jurisdiction of the Local Legisla-
tures. To bring such a Bill as this within the
province of this Parliament, it would be
necessary to have it declared in a positive
enactment that the railroad in question was a
publie work of general character.

[Mr. Cartier (Montreal East)]

Mr. Crawford said the Bill contemplated
the extension of the Prescott and Ottawa
railroad into the Province of Quebec, namely,
to Aylmer, and this, he conceived, removed it
from the class of local Bills.

Mr. Dunkin thought it was a new evasion
to claim that the Bill empowered the Com-
pany to extend its works into another Prov-
ince. They might ask an extension of their
charter and insert that clause solely for the
purpose of bringing it within the jurisdiction
of this Legislature. The Bill should not mere-
ly confer the power, but impose the obligation,
to extend the line into another Province.

Hon. Mr. Cartier explained the general
provisions of the law with respect to charters
for railways, telegraph lines, or other publie
works extending to one or more Provinces
within the Dominion. Companies confining
their operations to one Province exclusively
should apply to the Legislature of that
Province for a charter, and companies ex-
tending operations to two or more Provinces
should apply to the Parliament of the Do-
minion.

Sir John A. Macdonald said, that petition-
ers for private Bills proceeded on their own
risk, and the point as to whether they had
appealed to the proper tribunal for a charter
should be left to the decision of the Private
Bills Committee. It would be the duty of all
committees to which Bills were referred to
examine their provisions, and see whether
they came within the scope of the legislation
confided to this House. The Bill might be
allowed to go before the committee and ob-
jections could properly be there taken.

Hon. J. S. Macdonald referred to the anom-
aly of questions being legislated upon by the
Local and the Dominion Parliaments, and
contended that Bills of a local nature ought
not to be introduced into the Dominion
Parliament at all, otherwise, if suitors for
legislation were permitted a choice of Leg-
islation to which to apply that security for
legislation, which was so desirable, would be
destroyed.

Hon. Mr. Cartier contended that there
could be no danger of the difficulty arising
referred to by the honourable member, as an
Act of the Parliament of the Dominion was
omnipotent, in so far as concerned the sub-
jects confided to it. The Local Legislatures
also, with respect to the subjects expressly
confided to them, were just as omnipotent in
their Acts. A doubt might arise in either, as
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to their powers, and should either the Local
Legislatures or the Parliament of the Do-
iinion pass an Act beyond its jurisdiction, it
would be competent for the Courts to set that
Act aside, according to the Act of Union, as
that was the authority by which they had to
be guided.

Hon. Mr. Smith agreed with the member
for Cornwall, that it was in the last degree
undesirable that the Dominion Parliament
should entertain questions of local legislation.

Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald said he had
not stated that this House should entertain a
Bill, knowing it to be a local one, but only
that the petitioner ought to know the nature
of his Bill at bis -own risk, and that objections
to it might be decided in committee, where
there was any doubt on the mind of the House.

Hon. Mr. Smith continued for some time to
speak on the desirability of drawing a dis-
tinct line between the subjects to be legislat-
ed on by the Dominion Parliament, and those
by the Local Legislatures, otherwise very seri-
ous difficulties would arise.

Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald thought that
though ingenious minded men might conjure
up difficulties, yet with a little liberality of
interpretation there could arise no serious
difficulty, as the law was pretty clear, and
parties seeking legislation would generally
try to protect themselves. With respect to
objections to this kind of legislation, members
knew that they could be urged at almost any
stage of its progress.

Mr. Ferguson (Cardwell) was understood
to urge the desirability of making explicit
provision for the introduction of local and
private Bills to the proper Legislature, as
otherwise parties might be exposed to great
loss and inconvenience, if at the last hour
they found their Bill thrown out of this
House, after they had complied with all the
necessary formalities. He argued that the
point should be made sufficiently clear so that
there could be no doubt upon the question as
to which Legislature had a jurisdiction over
any given class of measures.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau (in French) expressed
the opinion that Parliament could insert a
provision to make the line a national work,
and thereby settle all difficulties.

Mr. Blake thought that in view of the
practice of allowing Bills to go before the
committee, it would be better to continue the
discussion; but he thought it would be going

too far to allow a Bill to go to a third reading
without enquiring whether it was within the
power of the House constitutionally to legis-
late on the subject. He hoped the House would
not fall into the practice of delegating to the
Private Bill Committee the decision of consti-
tutional questions. As to the point whether it
was necessary to have a separate Act defining
the works which were for the general good,
there might be a question of doubt, but he
hoped there would be no question of doubt
whether the policy of this House was to
interfere with such works, and that private
individuals would not be allowed to propose
such Bills, and say they had a right to have
them referred to the Private Bill Committee.

Hon. Mr. Howe said that in the States they
had a common territory, in which to meet, and
though this might create no great difficulty
here, this matter of jurisdiction of the differ-
ent Provinces appeared very likely to give
some trouble. The States had a tribunal to
define the powers of the different Legisla-
tures; but we had nothing of that kind here.
With reference to these Acts of Incorporation,
he put it to the honourable gentleman wheth-
er it would not be better to remit all these
Bills to the different Provincial Legislatures
under which the work was to be proceeded
with. If they were to be anything in this
House, they should be something more ele-
vated than a Provincial Parliament. Why
should they descend to meddle with such
subjects? The work was more likely to be
closely watched in the several Provinces.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said the Bill under
discussion did not justify the line of argu-
ment urged by gentlemen opposite. The ques-
tion involved in the Bill was as plain as
possible. It referred to a work already in
existence, and wholly within the Province,
and so far was purely a Provincial measure.
But it had been stated that power was to be
asked to extend the road to another Province.
Now if this was not a mere pretence, it would
be for this House to consider whether it was
desirable to give this power. It would be the
duty of the Private Bill Committee to exam-
ine it, and see that it belonged to the class of
subjects within the jurisdiction of the House,
or to consider whether this asking for power
to extend to another Province was not a mere
cover for some ulterior purpose, and intro-
duced under the impression that greater pow-
ers might be obtained from this House than
from the Legislature of Ontario.

Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald said with
respect to the constitutional question which
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had been raised in this debate, he failed to
see any danger of a difflculty arising even
without a Court of Appeal. It was true, Par-
liament had the power to establish a Court of
Appeal, but the very constitution of such
court implied a previous decision-it was not
a court of original jurisdiction, and he held
that the Superior Courts of the country were
competent to decide upon the law of the land.
(Hear, hear.) In case the Provincial Courts
should refuse to look beyond the provisions
of any Provincial Act, the validity of which
might properly be called in question, un-
doubtedly the Privy Council would set aside
the decision.

After some further remarks,
The Bill was read a first time, and ordered

to a second reading to-morrow.

Mr. Blake said he would defer the discus-
sion of the privilege question until to-mor-
row, immediately after routine.

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald, the
Bill entitled an Act relating to the indemnity
of Members and the Salaries of the Speakers
of both Houses of Parliament, was read a
third time and passed.

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald, the
House formally concurred in the report of
Committee of the whole on resolution "That a
Supply be granted to Her Majesty."

Sir John A. Macdonald gave notice that on
Friday next he would move the House into
Committee of Supply.

Hon. Mr. Holton enquired whether the
Government would be prepared to go on with
the estimates on Friday.

Sir John A. Macdonald hoped the Minister
of Finance would be in his place in the House
on Friday, and would no doubt be prepared
to speak for himself.

Sir John A. Macdonald moved the second
reading of the Bill for the Interpretation and
Construction of Statutes. He explained that
the Act was mainly a transcript from the
previously existing Statute, adapted to the
altered circumstances of the country.

The Bill was read a second time.

Sir John A. Macdonald moved that the
House go into Committee of the whole on the
said BilL Carried.

House in Conmittee-Hon. Mr. Chauveau in
the Chair.

Several clauses were passed through
Committee without amendment, and

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald the
Committee rose, reported progress, and asked
leave to sit again on Thursday.

House resumed-Report adopted.

Sir John A. Macdonald moved the second
reading of the Bill respecting the Office of
Speaker of the House of Commons. He ex-
plained that it merely empowered Mr.
Speaker to appoint a member of the House to
take the Chair, in case he should require to
absent himself during the proceedings of the
House.

The Bill was read a second time and or-
dered to a third reading to-morrow.

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald the
House adjourned at six o'clock.

[Sir John A. Macdonald (Kingston)]
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Wednesday, November 27, 1867

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

ARGENTEUIL ELECTION

The Speaker declared that the securities
attached to the petition against the return of
Mr. Abbott for Argenteuil were insufficient.

COMMITTEE ON ELECTIONS

Hon. Mr. Huntingion and Messrs. Walsh,
Mackenzie, Blanchet, Dufresne and Morris,
members of the General Committee on
Elections, were sworn at the table, and their
first meeting was appointed to be held to-
morrow at noon.

Sir John A. Macdonald moved that the
corrected alphabetical lists of members to
serve on election committees, be referred to
the General Committee on Elections. Carried.

Sir John A. Macdonald moved that all
election petitions be referred to the General
Committee on Elections.

Hon. Mr. Holton thought there should be a
separate motion for the reference of each
petition as it was reported by the Speaker; as
regarded the Beauharnois petition, which was
received by the House yesterday, he should
oppose its reference to a committee.

After further debate, the motion was al-
lowed to stand.

KAMOURASKA

Hon. Mr. Cartier moved that the petition of
Mr. Chapais, claiming the seat of Kamou-
raska, be received.

Hon. Mr. Dorion-This evidently could not
be an election petition, because there had
been no election; an election committee is
appointed to try an election, and to decide
between the parties, but here there was noth-
ing to try-no parties and no election. The
returning officer reported that on nomination
day there was a riot-that the writ of elec-
tion was taken from him by violence, and
that he was thus prevented from holding an
election. In support of his view Mr. Dorion
referred to some English precedents, and to

the Brodeur case in Canada, in which the
returning officer returned himself. In that
case, the House under the guidance of the
Minister of Justice, who was then one of the
leaders of the Opposition, declared there was
no election and no necessity for sending the
case to an election committee, and that a writ
ought to issue immediately. He thought a
similar course should be pursued in this case.
If there was any doubt as to the facts having
been correctly stated by the returning officer,
a committee might be appointed to ascertai4
the facts and report immediately. He be-
lieved, however, there could be no doubt on
that point, the returning officer being a rela-
tive of the Minister of Agriculture, and not
likely to have failed in returning hini if he
could possibly have done so. And if it was
admitted that the facts were correctly stated;
then clearly the course to be adopted was to
issue a writ immediately for a new election
that the county might not remain unrepre-
sented.

Hon. Mr. Cartier held that while the state-
ment of the Returning Officer might be held
as conclusive, yet Mr. Chapais denied this,
and believed that the election should have
been held. The honourable petitioner only
sought the opportunity of proving the facts
alleged in his petition before the Committee;
that he was the only candidate present at the
nomination, and that he ought to have been
duly returned. The honourable member for
Hochelaga was wrong when he said that Mr.
Chapais was a candidate. It did not require
the nomination of this one or that, for any
one had a right to place his qualification in
the hands of the Returning Officer, and that
officer was bound to take cognizance of it. He
had no doubt but that the violence had oc-
curred, and the Returning Officer was in
some degree justifiable, yet, had he known
the facts alleged in this petition, that Mr.
Chapais was the only candidate, it would
have been his duty to have returned Mr
Chapais, and he now seeks the opportunity of
establishing this fact before the Committee. It
was an election petition, which, with the
return of the Returning Officer, ought to go
before the Election Committee for adjudica-
tion. The Returning Officer had not reported
how far his proceedings had extended,
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he merely stated that he had been unable to
continue and complete them; he should have
stated how far he had gone, when it would
have been found that he knew that Mr.
Chapais was the only candidate. The only
point which this House could decide was
whether this was an election petition, and
upon this point there ought to be no doubt.

Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald cited a case
where no return had been made, and on
investigation revealed the fact that the writ
had not reached its destination, whereupon a
new writ was issued and an election held.
But in the case before the House the writ had
been received and acted upon by the Re-
turning Officer, who was seized of, and ex-
ecuted, up to a certain point, the powers it
conferred, and this petition against the return
made by the Returning Officer should go
before the Committee.

Hon. Mr. Holion said it was amusing that a
gentleman who had never been nominated,
where there was no election, should come
here to claim his seat on the allegation that
he was the only candidate.

Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald said there
could be no doubts as to the duty of the
House to deal with this petition. The only
question under a fair interpretation of the
law which could arise, was whether it should
go before the election committee, or before
the committee on privileges, or whether it
should be referred to a special committee. It
would be clearly wrong to accept the allega-
tions of the Returning Officer, and to act
upon them without investigation.

Hon. Mr. Holion repeated that it was pal-
pable to the plainest comprehension that
there had been no election in this case, and
therefore the principle which had been con-
tended for with regard to controverted elec-
tions, did not apply. The Minister of Militia
had argued that because Mr. Chapais told
somebody he was a candidate, therefore he
must be returned. A more monstrous proposi-
tion was never uttered.

Mr. Dunkin did not think the question
properly came up now, whether this was an
election petition or not. The only question
was whether it was a petition the House
ought to receive.

After further debate, Speaker Cockburn
said he would give his opinion to-morrow,
and the question accordingly stood over.

[Mr. Cartier (Montreal East)]

KENT (N.B.) ELECTION

Speaker Cockburn read his opinion on the
objection taken to the reception of the
petition against the return of Mr. Renaud for
Kent, N.B. He stated that the petition was
presented too late according to the rules of the
New Brunswick House of Assembly. With
reference to a New Brunswick election, this
House must be guided by the same rules as if
it was sitting at Fredericton, and therefore he
ruled that the petition be not received.

PRIVATE BILLS

Mr. Macfarlane, in accordance with the
report from the standing orders committee,
moved that the time for receiving petitions
for private Bills be extended to the 16th
December, and private Bills to the 18th De-
cember.

PARLIAMENTARY PRINTERS

Mr. Mackenzie moved the adoption of the
joint committee on printing, recommending
that the present contractors for the printing,
binding and printing paper, for the Legisla-
ture be considered as contractors until the
termination of their present contracts on the
lst January, 1870. Carried.

HON. MR. HUNTINGTON

Hon. Mr. Holion moved that one week's
leave of absence be granted to Hon. Mr.
Huntington, on account of the sickness of a
relative. Carried.

MINISTERS AND THEIR SEATS

Mr. Blake moved the following resolution:
Notice having been taken by a member of
this House that the Hon. G. E. Cartier, a
member of the Queen's Privy Council of
Canada, has been sitting and voting in this
House while holding an office of emolument
under the Crown, to wit, the office of
Minister of Militia-Resolved, that a select
committee be appointed to enquire whether
said G. E. Cartier has legal right to sit and
vote in the House, with power to send for
persons and papers. He said that a few days
ago, when a question somewhat similar was
brought forward, the Minister of Militia was
opposed to the mode of proceeding on that
occasion. He desired that a formal motion
should be placed before the House, and as he
(Mr. Blake) was anxious as far as he could to
conform to the views of gentlemen opposite,
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he had put his position in the shape of a
motion. He referred to the importance of
deciding the point, and pointed out that in
the case brought up by the member for
Chateauguay, although the Minister of Militia
said it was a monstrous motion, that view
was not shared in by the House, or by the
leader of the Government, who said the
member for Chateauguay had done no more
than his duty in bringing it before the House,
and moved to refer it to a committee. He (Mr.
Blake) had hoped that the present point
would have been disposed of in the same
way; but the Minister of Justice had intimat-
ed that this would not be consented to, and
that a case must 'first be made out before
they would give up their seats. He ap-
prehended there could be no doubt that the
question was not to be looked at in any party
spirit, but with a desire to place themselves
in conformity with the law. He thought
before he sat down he would show that he
might have worded his motion in stronger
shape-that he might have asked the House
to declare that the Minister of Militia had no
right to sit here and ask for the issue of a
new writ; but he thought it would be less
embarrassing to place it in shape for refer-
ence to a select committee. The recent case in
this House was the strongest precedent that
could be desired for the reference. The case
might be reduced to three or four proposi-
tions. He proposed, first, to establish that the
office of Minister of Militia was one of profit
under the Crown; secondly, that the disquali-
fying clause applied to persons holding such
offices. If he established these two proposi-
tions, it would be obvious that he had no
right to sit unless he came within the exemp-
tion clause. Thirdly, that the exemption
clause could not apply to heads of depart-
ments formed before the first session; and if
that proposition fails, that at any rate none
but officers mentioned in the exemption
clause are eligible, and the office of Minister
of Militia, not being mentioned, rendered him
incompetent to sit. In reference to the first
point that this was an office of profit, it could
not be a question of doubt. The honourable
gentleman opposite had himself admitted that
during the recent discussion, stating that he
was receiving his salary. The argument that
because the Local Legislature had not yet
voted salaries to Local Ministers, they were
competent to sit in the House, was unworthy
of the honourable gentleman opposite. The
motion for a writ in the case of Mr. Rose was
a sufficient answer to it. If he had not accept-
ed an office of profit his seat would not have
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become vacant, and there would have been
no propriety in issuing a new writ. He had
also found a precedent in the late Province of
Canada. For ten years the office of Minister
of Agriculture was held by the President of
the Council; but when it was found necessary
to have a separate Bureau of Agriculture, and
Mr. Evanturel was appointed, his seat was
declared vacant, and he went back for re-
election, notwithstanding that there had been
no vote of the House in respect of salary.
Any other construction of the Act than that
which he indicated would make it competent
for Ministers to create any number of offices,
appoint members to them, and thus control
the House by placemen. The next point was
that the disqualifying clause in our Act does
apply in this case. The 41st section of the
Union Act continues in force; the independ-
ence of Parliament providing that no person
holding office of emolument under the Crown
shall be eligible to sit in this House. It
seemed to be clear that the latter section
applied to offices of profit held at the nomina-
tion of the Crown in this Dominion. If it did
not apply, Mr. Rose's seat did not become
vacant, on his acceptance of the office of
Minister of Finance. He held that the clause
did apply. Any other construction would per-
mit Judges, Contractors, Postmasters, and
other Crown officers to crowd the House, and
the Independence of Parliament be gone.

It was of the utmost consequence that they
should come to the conclusion that this dis-
qualifying clause generally applied at the
present time to any offices held from the
Crown in the Dominion. Otherwise there was
no means of preserving the Independence of
Parliament. Referring to the third point stat-
ed, he said where it was intended the heads
of Departments should sit, the Imperial Act
expressly said so, and in the absence of such
provision, it was fair to assume the power
was not given. The constitution gave authority
to the Governor-General to nominate a Privy
Council; but there was no provision as to
heads of departments sitting and voting in
this House, and the inference was that these
powers are not to be implied as to the Do-
minion which are expressly given in respect
of Quebec and Ontario. Under the Canadian
Act there could be no doubt the Minister of
Militia was disqualified from sitting here. It,
only renders eligible certain persons men-
tioned. Mr. Rose, if elected might sit, but the
Minister of Militia could not, as his was not
one of the offices provided for. He referred
for precedent to the case of the standing
counsel of the India Board who under the
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reorganization department was declared dis-
qualified. To say that the Minister of Militia
could sit would be to make it competent for
the Crown to appoint to any number of
offices the Government might choose to cre-
ate. They say themselves the present distribu-
tion of offices is only experimental, and
proposed to do with one less. They might just
as well try to do with twenty more and
appoint any member to the new offices to be
created; and according to their pretensions
they would not have to vacate their seats.
That was a monstrous proposition which
could not be looked upon without apprehen-
sion which would give to the Administration
power to control this House and increase
their majority to a larger one, or change a
minority to a majority.

Sir John A. Macdonald said it was perfect-
ly right that this subject should be discussed,
but he must object to the spirit of his honour-
able friend's closing remarks. He might have
urged the legal view of the question without
referring in an offensive manner to gentle-
men opposed to him and impugning their
motives in accepting office.

Mr. Blake said he had not referred to any
one in particular, but if his honourable friend
thought it suited any particular member of
the Government, he could not object.

Sir John A. Macdonald-It was a necessary
inference of the gentleman's remarks, es-
pecially when it is considered what had been
said before in the House, that he desired
them to apply to members of the Govern-
ment. He thought he (Mr. Blake) might as
well have confined himself to the legal argu-
ment. Leaving that point, he would refer to
the legal argument of the mover of the mo-
tion. In the first place, it is quite clear from
the preamble of the Union Act that it was
intended by the Imperial Parliament that we
should enjoy a Constitution as analogous as
possible to the British Constitution. If there is
one thing better established than another by
the British Constitution, it is that the rep-
resentative of the Crown should appoint
advisers, and that these advisers of the
Crown, or at least a great portion of them,
should have seats in the representative ranks
of Parliament. Therefore, it was necessary
that on the 1st July the Crown by its rep-

[Mr. Blake (Durham West)]

resentative should initiate the Constitution
of this country on principles similar to the
principles of the British Government. The
Governor-General could not, in consonance
with the British Constitution, for one moment
delay the formation of a responsible body of
advisers. Mis authority, the moment the proc-
lamation took effect, was similar to what it is
when the resignation of an administration
takes place, and therefore it was that His
Excellency formed the present Government,
and entrusted to them the administration of
affairs. There was then, according to the
constitutional principle, an appeal to the peo-
ple, and, with one exception, the people
confirmed the choice of the Sovereign. The
honourable gentleman, in his argument, stat-
ed that the fact of members holding these
offices was sufficient evidence that they are
disqualified, inasmuch as that fact proves that
the offices have salaries attached to them.
There were no salaries attached to them by
any law that he (Sir John) was aware of, and
the argument of the gentlemen opposite, sim-
ply means that those gentlemen who had
assumed the administration of affairs did not
work for nothing, and therefore must get
salaries. The argument that mere holding
offices to which salaries may be attached
disqualified a man from sitting in the Com-
mons, would render our form of government
impossible. If ministers of the Crown were
not allowed in the House, who was to be
responsible for the measures to be intro-
duced-for instance the measure of fixing
these same salaries? The present Government
was merely provisional-their salaries must
at some time be fixed by Parliament. In the
meantime no salary was fixed or attached
-which meant the same thing-to any office.
The argument was a legal one, and the mat-
ter must be considered on the broad principle
of constitutional law, and the first principle
of constitutional law is that there must be
constitutional advisers of thé Crown in
Parliament. While it was true that members
of the Administration would claim their
salaries, and would be exceedingly disap-
pointed if salaries were not voted, and while
it was equally true that necessity might in-
duce Ministers to ask for an advance until
Parliament fixed their salaries, yet there
were no salaries affixed to their offices. The
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Union Act provides that salaries shall be
affixed and provided by the Parliament of the
Dominion. Till they are fixed, there can be no
attachment. The case the honourable gentle-
man had cited was against him. In that case,
the Minister of Agriculture held another
office to which a salary was attached, and he
drew no salary as Minister of Agriculture.
Afterwards it was made a separate depart-
ment, and Sir N. F. Belleau, on being ap-
pointed to it, went to the people to be re-
elected, although there was no salary at-
tached to the office, because he knew the
Government were going to apply to have a
salary attached to it. After his election, he sat
in Parliament, and there was no objection to
his sitting, because there was going to be a
salary attached to his office. According to the
strict construction of the constitution he (Sir
John) held that Mr. Rose was not obliged to
go to the people to be re-elected, but because
there would be a salary attached to his office,
he sought re-election from his constituents,
though not obliged to do so. Another point
was, that the law affecting the right of mem-
bers to sit in Parliament was not the same in
all the Provinces. There was one law in New
Brunswick, another in Nova Scotia, and a
third in Canada. His honourable friend was
Minister of Militia for the whole Dominion.
The law which might disqualify him in
Canada might not have the same effect as
regards New Brunswick or Nova Scotia. He
might perform duties in other Provinces.
(Laughter). The Government would during
the present Parliament bring down a careful-
ly prepared Civil List in which the salaries of
all the principal officers and heads of depart-
ments would be named, and a vote of Par-
liament would be asked for the purpose of
fixing those salaries. With respect to the
Minister of Militia, that officer was certainly
free from this attack, because that officer
never had a salary In Canada. Perhaps, too,
the third clause of the Union Act would
render that officer eligible to a seat because
he might be said to be an officer of Militia.
That section says-"Nothing in this section
shall render ineligible to sit or vote in either
House, any officer in Her Majesty's army or
navy, or any officer of Militia." Now, his
honourable friend might surely be called an
officer of Militia. (Laughter). He was quite
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willing the subject should be discussed; but if
his honourable friend pressed his motion, he
(Sir John) would move that the debate be
adjourned three months until Ministers have
an opportunity of bringing down a Bill fixing
their salaries.

Hon. J. H. Cameron (Peel), after referring
to the 32nd, lith and 12th sections of the
Union Act, said there was nothing in the law
to prevent the Government calling any gen-
tleman to the Privy Council-a gentleman so
called would not be ineligible to a seat in the
House. He had been Solicitor General, and
was called to the Executive Council in
Canada, but did not vacate his seat in conse-
quence. If that was right under the old stat-
utes of Canada, it should be the rule here. It
was for the interest not merely of the rep-
resentatives of the people, but of the people
themselves, that those connected with the
business of the Crown should be here to
conduct it for us. It was clearly the intention
of Parliament, when they passed this Union
Act, that these responsible advisers of the
Crown should have seats either in one branch
of the legislature or the other. If there were
any doubts regarding the construction of the
Act, they should strain a point rather that
they should have seats in the House, than
that they should not have them. It should be
distinctly understood that we do not even by
implication assume that the right of these
gentlemen to occupy their seats is liable to be
questioned. If it was not intended that they
should hold them, the Act of Union should
have stated it plainly and clearly in unmis-
takeable terms.

Mr. Harrison said that his hon. friend from
Durham (Mr. Blake) had based his argument
upon the Canadian Independence of Parlia-
ment Act, which he had closely criticized,
but had not given the true spirit and inten-
tion of the Act. In discussions of this kind
they should try to ascertain the spirit of the
Act, with its purpose and end. The key to
the Act was its preamble. In that preamble
it is recorded that our Constitution should
be as nearly as possible analogous to the
British Constitution. The first principle of
that Constitution is that advisers of the Crown,
should be on the floor of the House to give
an account of their conduct to the represen-
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tatives of the people. His hon. friend from
West Durham argued that the offices which
he attacked came under the disqualification
law. This disqualification law disqualified a
man from holding an office from the Crown
to which a salary was attached by authority
of law, and there was no new law affixing a
salary. But, assuming that it is an office to
which a salary is attached, the Canadian
exemption law says that an Executive Coun-
cillor, being a member of the house or hold-

ing any one of those offices mentioned in the
Act shall come under its provision. The

[Mr. Harrison (Toronto City West)]
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argument cannot be sustained, that, because
a Minister of Justice is not mentioned in that
act, he does not come under its provisions.

Mr. Johnson spoke in favour of ministers
holding their seats, and trusted the House
would not allow the question to go to a com-
mittee.

Mr. Blake moved that the question be re-
ferred to a select committee.

Mr. Kirkpatrick rose to speak; but, it being
six o'clock, on motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald,
the House adjourned till tomorrow.
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Thursday, November 28, 1867

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

LONDON BOARD OF TRADE

Hon. Mr. Carling introduced a Bill to legal-
ize certain appointments, made by the Lon-
don Board of Trade.

Mr. Mackenzie suggested that the incorpo-
ration of Board of Trade was a matter be-
longing to the Local Legislatures. Confirming
their by-laws was not a subject for legislation
by this House.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said this Bill was to
confirm the appointment of official assignees,
the power of appointing whom was conferred
by the Bankruptcy Law, which was a matter
belonging to the Dominion.

THE SPEAKER

On motion of Hon. Mr. Cartier, the Bill
respecting the office of Speaker of the House
of Commons, was read a third time and
passed.

CANAL WORK ON SUNDAYS

Hon. Mr. Abbott enquired whether it is the
intention of the Government to make any
order providing for the closing of the Carillon
and Granville Canals on Sundays during the
season of navigation?

Sir John A. Macdonald said the Govern-
ment would come to a decision on this ques-
tion before the opening of navigation next
year.

DEBTS OF THE DOMINION

Mr. Auli, in the absence of Mr. McConkey,
inquired whether with a view to liquidating
its indebtedness to the Bank of Montreal and
other floating obligations, it is the intention
of Government this session to issue and
throw upon the country such an amount of
debentures on the credit of the Dominion as
will enable it to realize funds to that end?

Sir John A. Macdonald said the subject of
this enquiry would be gone fully into in the
statement to be made by the Minister of
Finance.

EXPENDITURE SINCE Ist JULY

Hon. Mr. Hol±on enquired when the Gov-
ernment would bring down the statement of
their unauthorized expenditures since lst
July.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said the delay in bringing
down the statement had been caused by the
change in the office of Finance Minister. It
would be brought down as soon as possible.

Mr. Bolton enquired whether any Fishery
Bounties have been paid, or are intended to
be paid, from the general revenues of the
Dominion, since the lst July last; and if so,
are such bounties conferred to vessels or
claimants of any particular portion of the
Dominion?

Sir John A. Macdonald asked the honour-
able member to let the question stand until
to-morrow.

VESSELS

Mr. Fortin moved an address for sundry
information with reference to the vessels
armed in the Dominion of Canada.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said the House must ap-
preciate the advantage of having here a gen-
tleman so conversant with everything relat-
ing to the navigation of the whole Dominion
as the member for Gaspe, and the Govern-
ment had much pleasure in acceding to his
motion.

Mr. Mackenzie called attention to the fact
that a good many vessels owned in Canada
were registered in English ports. If special
pains were not taken to get full information,
the returns would be imperfect.

The motion was then agreed to.

NEW BRUNSWICK JUDGES

Hon. Mr. Smith moved an address for cor-
respondence between the Governments of the
Dominion and New Brunswick, on the sala-
ries of judges of county courts of New
Brunswick. He said that, at its last session,
the Legislature of New Brunswick passed aiî
Act establishing county courts in that prov-
ince-not because they were required, but
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because it was necessary to provide for gen-
tlemen who had taken an active and distin-
guished part in promoting Confederation. In
the discussion of the question, there was a
difference of opinion among the delegates to
England themselves as to whether it was
competent for the Legislature to establish
these Courts, or whether their doing so was
in accordance with the spirit and intention of
the Act of Union; and inasmuch as there was
a difference of opinion as to the propriety
and right of the Legislature to pass the Act, it
had seemed to him a fair subject of enquiry
to ask the Government whether the large
salaries attached to those offices were to be
paid out of the Treasury of the Dominion, or
out of the Local Treasury. He said he had put
the question before in a straight forward
way, and had been answered in a cavalier
manner by the Minister of Militia, who told
him the Government would pay such salaries,
as they were obliged by law to pay. This was
an evasion of his question, and he had there-
fore brought this motion.

Hon. Mr. Johnson said he was the only
delegate who had differed from his colleagues
on this question; but he did not take the
ground that the Legislature had not the right
to establish these Courts. He held that that
right previously existed, and had not been
taken away, but that as the salaries were to
be paid by the General Government, it was
the Dominion Legislature which should estab-
lish these Courts.

Hon. Mr. Tilley said there was not the
slightest objection to bringing down whatever
papers relating to the subject existed. He
thought, however, the member for West-
moreland (Mr. Smith) had no right to say
that the object of the Act in question was to
make places for friends. In the Quebec reso-
lutions, the clause as to County Judges was
confined to Upper Canada; but, when the Act
was being finally prepared in London, it was
made applicable to the whole Dominion, and
under the authority thereby given this Act
establishing County Courts in New Brun-
swick was established.

After remarks by Hon. Messrs. Fisher and
Smith, the motion was carried.

FISHING LICENSES

Mr. Fortin moved for a return as to the
fishing licenses issued to American vessels in
the years 1866 and 1867 in the Provinces now
forming the Dominion of Canada. Carried.

[Mr. Smith (Westmoreland)]

MINISTERS AND THEIR SEATS

The House then resumed the consideration
of the motion proposed by Mr. Blake, that a
select committee be appointed to enquire
whether the Minister of Militia, Hon. G. E.
Cartier, has a legal right to sit and vote in
this House.

Mr. Kirkpatrick having made some re-
marks,

Dr. Parker supported the motion, pointing
out that Mr. Cartier was not assailed as a
Privy Councillor, but as Minister of Militia,
as which he was disqualified to sit. He
thought that it exhibited great carelessness
that such matters were not provided for in
the constitution.

Hon. tir. Fisher thought it clear that the
Independence of the Parliament Act did not
render the Minister of Militia ineligible to sit.

Hon. Mr. Dorion said that the discussion
showed that doctors were not the only ones
who differed-nearly every one who had
spoken having offered a different opinion. The
interpretation put on the Independence of
Parliament Act by gentlemen opposite was
different from that heretofore held. It would
lead to monstrous consequences, if the Gover-
nor might call away a number of judges or
other Crown officers to the Privy Council, and
thus secure them the privilege of sitting and
voting in the House. If that was the inter-
pretation which was to prevail, the sooner
the law was changed the better. When
the Minister of Justice said there was a
constitutional necessity for the Privy Coun-
cil to be represented on the floor of
the House by Ministers of the Crown, he
(Mr. Dorion) could understand that argu-
ment. It was saying that they found
themselves between two difficulties. He
thought, with the former speaker, this dis-
cussion showed how crude our new constitu-
tion was. There had been more points
brought in question these twelve days than
he remembered the whole time he had sat in
the House. The honourable gentlemen oppos-
ite had met none of the legal arguments of
the member for West Durham. It was pre-
tended that till a salary was attached by law
to the office, the holder was not disqualified
to sit; but if a salary or allowance was not
attached by law, it certainly was by Order in
Council. If this pretension was maintained,
office-holders might retain seats in the House
continually, knowing that estimates would be
passed which would furnish means for paying
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their salaries. The importance of the question
was seen by the fact that of late the number
of Ministers had increased. There was no
doubt this increase caused much dissatisfac-
tion in the public mind. He thought the ques-
tion might be settled either by the with-
drawal of the motion and trusting to the
assurance of the honourable gentleman oppo-
site or by accepting the proposition of the
Minister of Justice to postpone the discus-
sion three months to permit of legislation
necessary to meet the difficulty.

Mr. Morris thought the spirit of the British
constitution had been fully carried out by the
gentlemen of the treasury benches who had
been returned by their constituents since ac-
cepting office-and that the solution of the
question offered by them would be satisfactory
to the country.

Hon. Mr. Howe said the discussion had
shown one thing at least, and that was that
there were some flaws in this new system of
government-that it was not altogether per-
fect. He might also be allowed to state that
he had listened to fifteen or twenty questions
being put to Ministers and more curt, unsatis-
factory answers-evincing sometimes little
courtesy or respect for gentlemen in opposi-
tion-he had rarely ever witnessed. In the
Senate, the same course was pursued by
Ministers of giving brief answers, involving no
explanation whatever. This was not a satis-
factory state of things, they had sat for three
weeks, and yet they had no explanation of
the policy of the Ministry-not one public
measure explained in any sort of lucid way,
and the House knew no more about the
policy of the Government than on the first
day they met. If this discussion had done no
other goo, it had at last shown that the
system of Government may require some
amendment, and that Ministers may some-
times have to throw themselves upon the
good feeling of the whole House. In regard to
the question before the House, he did not
blame the Government for the course they
had taken. The Minister of Militia had ac-
cepted office and his constituents had elected
him fully understanding that he would draw
a salary from his office. It was right to limit
the power of the Crown to interfere with the
independence of Parliament; but the practical
question was-are there too many Ministers
of the Crown in the House? If there were,
they ought by statute to limit the number. He
was not prepared to say that there were at
present so many that the independence of
Parliament was jeopardized. He did not see

the necessity of so many Cabinet officers, but
in a House of 181 members, there was not
much danger of their independence being
destroyed by the present number of the
Cabinet officers. If it should prove otherwise
then there would be reason for their drawing
the line closer and abolishing some of the
offices. In the meantime, the course pursued
by the Minister of Justice met the case, and
he had no doubt his friend from West Dur-
ham would accede to it.

Hon. Mr. Cartier agreed with the member
for Hants that the discussion had done some
good; it had shown the honourable member
for West Durham, and those who agreed with
him, that the position which, before, they
thought was a sound one, is now, in common
parlance, rather shaky. (Hear, hear.) He had
hoped that as the honourable mover of the
resolution was a gentleman renowned as a
Chancery lawyer, as an advocate in a court
where reason, justice and equity were held to
be the guiding principles, and he did expect
that in this House he would have pursued the
same avocation, and brought the like princi-
ples to the support of such questions as he
would espouse. He (Mr. Cartier) had once the
honour to be a supporter of a gentleman who
was remarkable for the terseness of his
reasoning-who was the father of the honou-
rable member opposite, and he would only
say that so far, he thought the father had
every reason to feel proud of such a son.
(Applause.) He thought, however, the honour-
able gentleman had not brought the broad,
general principles of the Court of Chancery
to the consideration of the question before
the House. He had endeavoured to prove his
case by mere technicality, and even on the
technical argument, he (Mr. Cartier) held that
the honourable gentleman had entirely failed
to make out his case. Even if by the technical
provision of the law the Minister of Militia
might be excluded as respected Canada, he
could not by that Act be excluded as Minister
of Militia for the Provinces of Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick. The Canadian Act of
Parliament had not been enlarged in its ap-
plication by the Act of Union; it was passed
when the Act of Union was not in contempla-
tion, and even technically admitting its force
(which he did not do) it could not be extend-
ed to all the Provinces. But he did not stand
on the mere interpretation of that Act for his
position. According to the preamble of the
Union Act it was declared that this Dominion
should have a constitution analogous to that
of Great Britain, and according to that consti-
tution al Ministers of State, whether con-
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nected with the collection or expenditure of
revenue, should have seats in Parliament. Mr.
Cartier went on at length to vindicate the
position of Ministers, explaining the provi-
sional character of appointments, etc., and
finally replying to the complaint of the
honourable member for Hants, that questions
had not been courteously or satisfactorily
answered.

Mr. Blake said his object in rising yester-
day, when the Minister of Justice resumed
his seat, was to say that he acceded to the
proposai of that honourable gentleman, as he
considered the answer of the Minister of
Justice one which quite justified his proposai,
that in case the motion was persisted in, the
debate should be adjourned for three months.
He had intended to say, that not being dis-
posed to quarrel about matters of form, being
rather anxious to obtain matters of substance,
and the object of his motion having been so
far gained, he was willing with the consent of
the House, to withdraw it. He was glad,
however, that the discussion which followed
had taken place. It had not been without its
use. If for nothing else, it had been of use for
this-that when they came to frame an In-
dependence of Parliament Act, it would be
framed so as by no possibility could that
construction be placed on it which had been
placed on the existing Act, not by the leader
of the Government, but by those who fol-
lowed him, and who more zealous than him-
self, had put on the Act a construction which
would render its provisions entirely nugatory.
If the Act bore the construction placed upon
it by those honourable gentlemen, it would be
an Act which, under the guise of securing the
Independence of Parliament, would leave it
open to the Crown to fill the House with
salaried officers, subservient to its will. He
had been accused of taking narrow ground on
this question, and it was said that those who
opposed him took the broad ground. This
claim reminded him of the broad road which
leads to destruction, for if the view of those
honourable gentlemen was supported it would
lead to the destruction of the independence of
this House. Though the theory of our consti-
tution was that advisers of the Crown should
possess the confidence of the House, and the
practical mode of working it was that a
certain number of those advisers should be
on the floor of the House, yet experience had
demonstrated, as the legislation on the sub-
ject proved, that this correct mode of work-
ing the constitution was liable to abuse, and
that it was necessary to prevent, by stringent
enactments, the possibility on the part of the

[Mr. Cartier (Montreal East)]

Crown of filling the House with more than
the necessary number of executive officers. In
this view, lie asked whether, in urging a
limitation which would prevent two at least
of the present large number of departmental
heads from sitting here, he was not in good
sooth urging the broad construction which
should be put upon the law, while it was the
other view that was the narrow case. Then it
had been argued that no salary was attached
to the office of Minister of Militia. There
could be no doubt, however, that a salary had
been paid to the Minister, although, tech-
nically, a salary might not be attached to his
office until it should be voted by Parliament.
If the argument were correct, any number of
such officers might be created and they might
sit and vote without being disqualified, be-
cause Parliament had not voted them salaries,
while, in fact, they were receiving pay from
the Crown. He trusted that the Act to be
introduced by the Government would be so
framed that such a construction could not
possibly put on it hereafter. He agreed in the
constitutional argument of the Minister of Jus-
tice. He agreed that it was competent for him
and his colleagues to take the responsibility
of advising the Governor-General that it was
necessary to have a certain number of Min-
isters, and then to come down at the earliest
moment to this House and get indemnity; but
he considered that there was no necessity for
violating the constitution by appointing
before the House met other Ministers than
those allowed under the former system, -and a
greater number than was necessary. But as
the Minister of Justice had promised that a
Bill would be brought before Parliament
making the necessary provisions for the regu-
lation of this matter, it would serve no good
purpose to discuss it further now.

The motion was then withdrawn.

RAFTING OF TIMBER

After the recess, the House went into fur-
ther consideration of the Bill respecting the
rafting of timber on the inland waters of
Canada.

Mr. Bellerose observed that the honourable
member for Lambton stated, when this Bill
was introduced, that if he (Mr. Bellerose)
examined the law, he would have seen that
various matters in it had already been pro-
vided for. He did not think so. The Bill had
not been properly treated. He believed if he
had moved for a committee to enquire into
the matter, it would have been granted. He
wished the Bill to be referred to a commit-
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tee composed of gentlemen concerned in the
lumbering trade, and he hoped the House
would allow it to pass to a second reading.

Mr. Bodwell said the law already made
provision for all the House was asked to do.

The amendment was then put to postpone
the Bill for six months, which was carried.

"DUAL" SEATS

Mr. Mils moved the second reading of the
Bill to disqualify members of local legislatures
from sitting or voting in the Senate or House
of Commons, and said it was essential to the
proper working of representative Govern-
ment that members should not occupy seats
both in this House and in the Local Legis-
lature. It is necessary that the Local Legis-
lature should be composed of persons entirely
distinct from the general Government, in or-
der to prevent the Parliament of Canada
from making encroachments upon the Local
Government. When persons sit in both Leg-
islatures, they have no motive for guarding
the Local Legislature from encroachments,
and those barriers erected by the Constitution
will exist only on paper. Suppose the Min-
ister of Militia has a seat in the Legislature
of Quebec while he is here as one of the
advisers of His Excellency. He has to advise
His Excellency who to appoint as Governor
of Quebec, and if he has control of the
Legislature in Quebec, how can His Excel-
lency carry out his views, if they are not in
accordance with the person who has assisted
in placing him in his position. The man who
has a position in the Ministry here, and a seat
in the Local Legislature, and becomes a
Minister of the Crown there, His Excellency
becomes a mere puppet in the hands of his
advisers. He cannot act in accordance with
his own judgment when in the hands of
advisers to whom he is indebted for his
position. The people of New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia have declared against dual rep-
resentation, and a large portion of Quebec
have done the same. In Ontario, but one
person in twenty has a seat in both Legisla-
tures; about thirty-nine fortieths have de-
clared against it. It was his intention, if this
Bill passed a second reading to refer it to a
committee for any improvements that might
be necessary. He now moved the second
reading of the Bill.

Mr. Chamberlin was entirely opposed to
the Bill, both as a question of time and a
question of principle. They had something
better to do than to be tinkering at the

99038-il

constitution any more than there was necessi-
ty for. They came here to give the country
some practical legislation. The tariff wanted
remodelling, and every department of the
Government required to be re-organized.
There was an immediate necessity for a great
amount of practical legislation, and they
should wait for a more convenient opportuni-
ty to deal with mere theoretical grievances.
The best sort of legislation was that which
was pursued in England, which was not to
remedy imaginary, but practical and well
ascertained evils. When any evil is ascer-
tained to exist then the statesmen of England
think it necessary to apply a legislative
remedy. Have we experienced any such prac-
tical evil working of the law in this country?
Have we had time to find out whether any
evil will arise from members holding seats in
the General and the Local Legislatures?
Cannot we afford to wait until some future
session to ascertain whether that law works
well? Every man who has studied history
carefully, especially the history of Federal
Governments, knows that the greatest danger
to their stability lies in the amount of jeal-
ousy and friction likely to grow up between
the Local and the General Governments. This
is especially seen in the history of the United
States. That country has suffered in conse-
quence of the powers exercised by the Local
and the General Governments being ill
defined, and it has resulted in imposing upon
that people a constitution that their forefa-
thers would never have assented to. We
should avoid this jealousy rising up against
the General Government. By having some
members in the Local Legislatures, we will
promote a spirit of harmony between them
and the General Government. They will carry
our views into Local Legislatures, and they
will bring us back some ideas acquired by
mingling with their orators. This will tend to
ward off continual collision between the
Local and the General Governments. The
people should decide the question of dual
representation, every constituency for itself.
There are very few men so ambitious and
industrious that they will care to sit in both
Parliaments. Therefore, it was best to leave
the people to decide the question, and there
was no doubt but they would decide wisely
and well.

Mr. Johnson said if a man attended to his
duty in Parliament he would have but little
time to devote to the interests of the Local
Legislature or Local Government. If a man
had too many irons in the fire, some of them
would get cold before he got them out. A
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man holding a seat in both parliaments would
be actuated by local feelings in administering
the affairs of the General Government. The
Bill did not affect members who held seats in
both Houses at the present time, but when a
seat became vacant in this Legislature by
death or otherwise then this law was applica-
ble to those seats. He hoped the time would
come when the whole Dominion would be
divided into Electoral districts, and that in-
stead of sending single representatives from
single counties several counties would be
formed into one district, and then a man
would require to have some ability to secure
his election.

Sir J. A. Macdonald agreed with his hon-
ourable friend, Mr. Chamberlin, in his objec-
tions to this measure. The course adopted by
the Parliament of England was that the con-
stitution must be upheld until an evil is
shown to exist; otherwise they would have
philosophers and theorists continually making
imaginary improvements upon the Consti-
tution. They should legislate for the welfare
and development of the country instead of
occupying the time of the House discussing
probable improvements in theory. In answer
to the Speech from the Throne, they promise
to give the constitution a full, fair and impar-
tial trial; and now they try to alter it before
there was a chance of knowing by experience
whether the alteration would be an improve-
ment or not. The Imperial Government had
no thought of excluding by any provisions of
the Act parties from sitting in both Legisla-
tures. He was rather surprised that a member
of the Liberal party should begin his career
by circumscribing the liberty of the people.
He found the Conservatives just as ready,
and sometimes more ready, to trust the peo-
ple than the Liberal party. He was willing to
trust the people to choose for themselves.
This matter must be considered not only as a
privilege of the candidate, but as a privilege
of the people. It was an old theory of the
British Constitution, that if a person was
elected a member of Parliament, he was
obliged to perform the duties imposed upon
him, otherwise be was liable to a fine. There
was a case of this kind almost in our day.
Robt. Southey was elected against his will,
and he was obliged to write a letter to the
Speaker, saying that he had not the necessary
qualification, otherwise he would have been
compelled to serve. Another objection to this
measure was, that it was introduced in a
wrong tribunal; it was the duty of every
public man to give his assistance when called
upon to the Chief Legislature; and it was for

[Mr. Johnson (Northumberland)]

the Local Legislature to say whether he,
having a seat here, could spare time for the
smaller body.

Mr. Mackenzie said the Minister of Justice
in arguing against the Bill had attempted to
make two points-first that the Constitution
would be infringed, and 2nd that the liberties
of the people would be abridged by its provi-
sions. But, in addition to these, he followed
up the argument of the member for Missis-
quoi that we should always wait till an evil
comes before providing a remedy. If he had
carried out that principle to its legitimate con-
clusion, he should not have made provision
for the threatened attack of cholera.

Mr. Chamberlin-Did not cholera exist
before any provisions were taken against it?

Mr. Mackenzie-Yes; but it did not exist in
this country, where the honourable gentleman
thought it necessary to take precautionary
measures before the evil appeared. In like
manner, we had a Bill now before the House
providing for a possible invasion by Fenians.
Why not wait till the Fenians came? The
honourable gentleman took strong grounds
that the constitution should not be meddled
with until some evil had developed itself
which required a radical cure. Did be think
the elective principle in the Upper House
worked so badly that we were under a neces-
sity of reverting to the nominative principle?

Sir John A. Macdonald-In that case, we
were a constituent assembly forming a consti-
tution.

Mr. Mackenzie said he could not admit
that the self-appointed delegates who met at
Quebec were a constituent assembly to form
a constitution. For his own part, be thought
one House was sufficient, but if we were to
have two he preferred a nominated to an
elected Upper House. le knew, however, that
the bulk of the people were in favour of the
elective principle and why did the honourable
gentleman revert to the nominating principle
while he had been accustomed to assert that
the elective principle had been found to work
well? And why as regarded Upper Canada
did he do away with the Upper House al-
together while two houses were allowed to
Lower Canada? Was not this a meddling with
the Constitution on theoretical grounds, the
very thing which he now condemned? But be
denied that if this Bill should become law
to-morrow, it would be any infringement on
the constitution. It was quite unworthy of the
honourable gentlemen to argue that a
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Warden or Reeve might as well be prohibited
from holding a seat here as a member of a
Local Legislature. The one was a member of
a purely municipal body, the other of a
Legislative body. There was no analogy what-
ever between them. He would come now
to the argument that this Bill would be a
serious infringement of the liberties of the
people, which he thought was a fair subject
for discussion. Suppose the Lower Provinces,
with perhaps Newfoundland and Prince
Edward Island added to the Confederacy,
perrnitted the members of their Local Leg-
islatures to have seats here, we might have
twenty-five Local Ministers in this House,
besides nine Dominion Ministers, and if the
Ministry for the time being took the same
pains as gentlemen opposite had taken during
the late election to compel a kind of harmony
between the different Governments, the influ-
ences which all these Governments combined
would have in a House of less than two
hundred members would be excessive and
dangerous to the liberties of the people. It
had been said that there was no demand from
the people for this Bill. As regarded Ontario
from all he has seen he was satisfied that
public opinion was hostile to the system of
dual representation. He thought the Local
Legislature should be as independent as poss-
ible of the General Legislature, and that the
respective Governments might perfectly well
discharge their several functions although
holding for the time opposite political
opinions. Entertaining these convictions
he had no hesitation in saying that he ap-
proved of the Bill which had been introduced
by the member for Bothwell.

Hon. Mr. Cartier was opposed to the Bill
for two reasons: First, because if it became
law it would be an infringement on the rights
of selection of representatives of the people,
and second, such Bill could not become law,
and if passed by this Parliament would be an
infringement of the constitution. With regard
to the first proposition, if the electors of any
district were prevented from selecting whom
they chose, it would be restricting the elec-
tive principle. One section of the Reformers
of Ontario had agreed that it was proper a
member should sit in both Houses. If this Bill
had been in operation, either the Local Leg-
islature or the Commons would have been
deprived of the services of the able member
for West Durham, of South Bruce, Cornwall,
and others. Then in regard to Conservative
opinion, he (Mr. Cartier) was considered rath-
er Conservative, and public opinion had sanc-
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tioned his return to both Houses. Coming to
the Liberal party of Lower Canada, he found
the member for Athabaska returned for both;
and the brother of the leader of the Oppo-
sition, Mr. Wolfred Dorion, had run for both
Houses. Then coming to the other proposition,
that such Bill was an infringement of the
Constitution, it provided that no person
should sit for both Houses, and if a member
of the Commons or Senate was elected to the
Local, his seat in the Commons or Senate
should be declared vacant. Al provisions in
regard to the Senate was an infringement of
the Constitution. The Parliament of Canada
had no right to alter the Constitution of
Canada.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau said that notwithstand-
ing a desire not to address the House on a
question affecting his own seat, he felt com-
pelled to give his deliberate opinion that
members of the Local Parliaments may sit in
the Commons. It would be strange indeed if
the rights of those enjoying a double share of
the confidence of the people should be the
first questioned? He was surprised the mem-
ber for Lambton should have asserted that
this Bill would not effect a change in the
constitution. He (Mr. Chauveau), was pre-
pared to try this question as representative of
the County of Quebec. He had been returned
by acclamation to both Houses, although he
held office in the Local Government. The
British constitution never intended such a
narrow construction as to prevent the people
reposing a double share of confidence in their
representatives. It was because local interests
were so closely connected with the great
business interests of the country that the
presence of Local Ministers was desirable in
this House. The most absurd argument was
that double representation was unpopular. If
so, it was not dangerous. People need not
send the same representative to both House
unless they pleased. He held that no measure
could be more calculated to thwart Confed-
eration than that before the House. They had
something else to occupy them in the meas-
ures for the development of the resources of
the country, than to commence at the outset
by making changes in the constitution.

Hon. Mr. Dorion said they had learned
from the speech of the Premier of Quebec
that there was a great deal to be done to
perfect their new constitution, and for his
part he was disposed to do it; but the House
had been sitting for 21 days, and yet the
Government had not brought down their
measures; and if they consumed time discuss-
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ing this question, surely Government had no
right to complain, seeing they had not a
single measure ready. The question before
the House was an exceedingly important one.
If he had any doubts of its propriety before,
these doubts were dispelled by the arguments
of the gentlemen who opposed this Bill. It
was very comfortable to members of the
Government to combine-as had been done
during the last elections the influence of the
Ministers of the Dominion and the Local
Governments in order to secure a large
majority in their favour; and he was not at
all surprised to see Ministers of both Gov-
ernments anxious to sustain the advantages
of that position. The present system gave
undue influence to the government of the day
)ver members of the House. He held that the
people were in favour of this measure,
though in some individual localities they had
elected the same members to both Houses,
under those combined influences to which he
had referred. The interests of the two govern-
ments might clash; in that case the interests
of the whole Dominion should be first con-
sulted. But those gentlemen elected to repre-
sent both interests came to this House as
interested parties. Not only were the people
of Ontario and Quebec in favour of this
measure, but the people of New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia had enacted in their Le-
gislature that members of Local Legislatures
should not be qualified to sit in the Commons.
Gentlemen opposite had stated that this
measure would infringe the rights of the
people in not allowing them to choose certain
men to represent them. Why, they were doing
that every day. Judges and other officers
were not allowed to be elected to Parliament,
though they might be the choice of the peo-
ple. He believed the Bill was a good one, and
he would support it.

Mr. Young thought the argument of the
member of Hochelaga well timed indeed. The
House had now been in session three weeks,
and very little had yet been done. The result
would be that at the end of the session
everybody being anxious to get home im-
portant measures would be pushed through
without receiving that attention which they
desired, and which should be bestowed upon
them by the House. He argued against the
doctrine advanced by the member for Mis-
sisquoi, and held that, to a certain extent,
member.s of the Local Governments in this
House were dependent upon the Government
of the Dominion. He commented on the fact
that since the opening of Parliament those
members who held seats in Governments of

[Mr. Dorion (Hochelaga)]

Provinces had been silent upon various sub-
jects that had come before the House. He
thought this showed they occupied a position
of dependency upon the Government of the
Dominion, that they were subordinate to it,
and that they themselves were conscious they
were not free to act independently, according
to the dictates of their judgment and the
interests of their constituents. Suppose the
Premier of Ontario should, as a member of
this House, take a stand on any question in
opposition to the Premier of the Dominion,
was it not likely that Conservative members
in the Ontario Legislature would withdraw
their support from him? In the same way, if
the Premier of Quebec should place himself
in an attitude of hostility to the Minister of
Militia in this House, would not the friends of
the latter array themselves against the
Government of that Province? He thought
this afforded a powerful argument why this
Bill should be pushed by the House. Then
there was a great practical inconvenience in
having gentlemen occupying seats in both
Houses, because it then became impossible
for both Houses to meet at the same time
without injury to the business of one of them.
He thought the principle a sound one that no
man could serve two masters-that one could
not serve both God and Mammon. Questions
would be continually arising, in regard to
which it would be impossible for a member
sitting in both Houses to discharge his duty
faithfully and honestly to both. If he did his
duty to one, it must be at the expense of the
other. For these reasons he supported the
Bill, which he found was favoured by jour-
nals of all shades of political opinion, and he
believed, by the people of the country gene-
rally.

Hon. Mr. Holton said the case cited by the
Minister of Justice, of Lord Castlereagh and
Grattan, who held seats in the British as well
as the Irish House of Commons, afforded no
analogy, because Ireland at that time was
entirely separated, as far as legislation was
concerned, from Great Britain, and had no
representation in the Parliament of the
Empire. In this case, on the contrary, we had
gentlemen sitting for the same constituency
in both the general and Local Parliaments.

Sir J. A. Macdonald held that the principle
was the same in both cases. He argued that
the Bill was ultra vires, because the House
had no power to change the qualifications of
senators or add to their disqualifications,
which it was proposed to do in this measure.
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Mr. Tremblay said he would vote for the
Bill.

Mr. Ferguson (Cardwell) opposed the Bill on
the ground that Parliament had no power to
legislate upon the subject.

Mr. McDougall objected to the Bill because
it was premature. It was not intended by the
framer himself to go into operation at once,
which fact showed it was not now necessary,
and it would serve no good purpose to take
action of this kind at so early a day, because
ample time should be given for discussion,
both in Parliament and country. He objected
to it, also, on broader ground-as a Liberal,
as a Reformer, as a member of the great
Liberal party of Upper Canada. It was a
matter of surprise to him that the honourable
gentleman who moved this Bill, claiming to
be a member of the Liberal party, should be
the man, of all others, to bring in a measure
that restricted the rights and privileges of the
people. He thought it was not for this House,
and especially for the Liberal members, to
object to the election of any man whom the
people choose to send there-just in the same
way as he thought the property qualification
should not be required of those who sat in
the Commons. In a young country like this,
when there was no great superfluity of men
qualified to perform the work of legislation, it
was especially inexpedient to limit the choice
of the people as to their representatives, and
he was not disposed, in our present condition,
to pass any law which would necessarily
restrict or qualify the free choice of the
people of the country as to who should repre-
sent them, either in the Local or General
Legislatures. He did not think there was any
necessity for both Houses meeting at the
same time. On the contrary, one should, as
much as possible, wait upon the other, and on
every ground it was desirable there should be
harnony between the two bodies. It was
necessary there should be no clashing of
interests, that the policy of both Legislatures
should, as closely as possible, move in the
same direction, if it was desired to see the
Union succeed, and the people become pros-
perous and happy. For these reasons, he did
not think it expedient or in accordance with
the principles of the great Liberal party of
Ontario, that at the very beginning of the
legislation in the House of Commons, they
should adopt measures which restricted the
rights of the people. He moved, in conclusion,
that the Bill be read this day six months.

Mr. Rymal said he believed the prevailing
opinion in Ontario was hostile to dual repre-

sentation. He did not think the case of the
member for Cardwell (Mr. Ferguson) was a
fair criterion to judge from. That gentleman
was known as one remarkably firm in his
principles. His motto was "no surrender"; and
he had other claims to the gratitude of his
constituents-he was something of a warrior
-(laughter)-and warrior statesmen had al-
ways a strong hold on the people. The hero of
a hundred battles, the immortal Duke of
Wellington, had been rewarded with the
highest honours. General Washington was
raised to the highest position his people could
confer on him. General Jackson almost im-
mediately after the battle of New Orleans
was elected to the Presidency, and was it to
be wondered at then that the hero of Black
Creek should have his merits recognized by
two constituencies. (Great laughter). As re-
garded this Bill, however, he thought the
time of its introduction was inopportune. Let
two or three years elapse, and if the Govern-
ment of the Dominion continued to exercise
the same pressure as hitherto on the Local
Governments, the people of the Dominion
would come to the conclusion that our local
self government was a sham. Let all the local
Ministers be packed into this House, with the
influence, which must be considerable, that
would be exercised over them by the Gov-
ernment of the Dominion. Then, as the
Minister of Public Works expressed it at the
Toronto Convention, his colleagues "must
have lost their cunning" if they were not able
to manage the affairs of the Provinces very
much as they saw fit. He believed though the
Bill might receive its death blow this session,
yet before this Parliament expired, there
would be a demand from one end of Canada
to the other, for a measure which would.
prevent dual representation.

Hon. Mr. Cameron (Peel) would prefer ta
see the Bill laid ever til the Independence of
Parliament Act was passed. To his mind the
essential point was whether members of
Local Governments were entitled to seats in
this House. This measure would interfere
with the proper consideration of that one,
and he would feel compelled to vote against
it, if the mover pressed.

Mr. Mackenzie said the only reason for
pressing the Bill now, was that it might come-
in force in respect to any vacancies that
might occur. However, it was not well to,
press a division to-night, and he would adviseý
the mover to withdraw his Bill for the pres-
ent.
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Mr. Mills ,said the fact of municipal officers
being eligible to seats in Parliament did not
relate to the present case. Municipal councils
were distinct and separate bodies and derived
their powers from independent sources, not
from the general Governments. Local Leg-
islatures had to deal with political questions
and would be divided into political parties
just as the Dominion Parliament is, and it
was quite natural for parties in the general
Parliament to feel an interest in the success
of their party in the Local House. This Bill
was not an attempt to tinker up the constitu-
tion as the member for Missisquoi had stated.
It was not introduced with the view to
change the constitution, but with the view to
carry out those federal principles which lay
at the basis of our new system of Govern-
ment, and to enable the different Govern-
ments to carry on their functions independen-
tally and without interference. Gentlemen op-
posite stated that this matter should not be
dealt with by Parliament, but should be left
to the people. If that was a correct principle
he could see no reason why Judges and other
salaried officersi of the Crown might not sit in
Parliament if they could only get a constitu-
ency to elect them. After hearing the discus-
sion on the Bill, he would beg leave to
withdraw it.

The order was accordingly discharged.

BANK OF UPPER CANADA

Hon. J. H. Cameron moved the second
reading of the Bill for the settlement of the
affairs of the Bank of Upper Canada.

Mr. Mackenzie said there were strong ob-
jections to this Bill by parties who had tele-
graphed to him asking that it be postponed
until their petitions against it could reach
Ottawa.

. Hon. Mr. Cameron said there would be
time enough for petitions to be received dur-
ing the nine days which must elapse before
the Bill could be considered by the Com-
mittee on Banking and Commerce.

The Bill having been read a second time,
Mr. Cameron moved that it be referred to the
Committee on Banking and Commerce.

Mr. Ferguson said the Bill was to legislate
a large number of people out of their rights
and their moneys, and he thought that it
should stand over the long adjournment, that
all interested might have an opportunity of
making themselves heard.

Hon. Mr. Cameron said that there was
nothing in the Bill to relieve shareholders of
one iota of their responsibility. He would not
move a suspension of the 62nd rule. Ample
time would be allowed, and the fullest infor-
mation as to the affairs of the Bank would be
laid before the Committee.

The motion was carried.

BUSINESS FOR TO-MORROW
Hon. Mr. Holion said that to-morrow was

Government day, and in accordance with an
old and wholesome usage, he would ask what
business the Government would then go on
with.

Sir John A. Macdonald said that the
Government would go on with all the busi-
ness on the paper that was ready. (Laugh-
ter).

The House adjourned at ten minutes to
twelve 'o'clock.

NOTICES OF MOTION
Mr. Shanly-Motion for address for all

correspondence subsequent to the lst Janu-
ary, 1859, between the Imperial and Local
Governments, relative to the claims of G. H.
Ryland, as well as copies of all proceedings
by the Government in council thereon, and
any letters on the subject addressed by Ry-
land to the Governor-General or to Ministers
of the Crown.

Mr. Anglin-Motion for address for return
showing the entire amount paid the several
delegates sent to England in the year 1866, by
the Government of the old Province of
Canada, and by the Governments of Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick, to promote the
passage of the Act of Confederation, and the
amounts paid on their accounts to any par-
ties, distinguishing between the amounts paid
as remuneration for services of the delegates
and the amounts paid as expenses, and also
the amounts, if any, due to any of the dele-
gates.

Mr. Harrison-Enquiry whether it is the
intention of the Government, in the contem-
plated alterations of the tariff, to increase the
excise duty on spirits.

Mr. Harrison-Enquiry whether the Gov-
ernment House at Toronto was insured at the
time of its destruction by fire, and whether
the Confederate Government intend to take
any, and if any, what steps towards its resto-
ration.

Mr. Mackenzie-Motion for address for
copies of the report of the Queen's Printer,
regarding the distribution of the statutes.
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Friday, November 29, 1867

The Speaker took the chair at 3:20 o'clock.

The Speaker read his decision with regard
to Mr. Chapais' Kamouraska election petition,
referring to the analogous Knaresboro' case
as establishing a precedent for its reception:

The Petitioner alleges that he had a right to vote,
that he was a Candidate at said Election, and
complains that he was not returned as Member
Elect, but that the Returning Officer made a special
return to his great prejudice, etc., etc.

There are three definitions by the Statute, of
what shall be deemed an Election Petition under it:

'lst. When it complains of an undue Election.
'2nd. That no Return has been made according to

the requisition of the Writ.
'3rd. Of the Special matters contained in said

Return.
This Petition falls under the 2nd head, and the

objection is taken that it cannot be deemed to be
an Election Petition under the Statute, inasmuch as
it appears by the Special Return of the Returning
Officer, before the House, that by reason of a
serious riot, etc., he was prevented from holding
the said Election. and that no Election was in fact
held.

This objection appeared to me at the first blush
to be fatal to the Petition, but I have been referred
to an authority, which, I think, settles al doubts.
The case of the Borough of Knaresborough in 2,
Pickwell's Election cases, is remarkably similar in
its facts. That was referred to a Select Committee,
and adjudicated by that Committee under the same
condition of Law as we have under the Contro-
verted Elections Act of Canada.

In that case the election was prevented by riot
before the candidates had been declared, and the
Returning Officers returned that they were there-
by unable to execute their precept.

The Committee reported to the House, that no
election had been held; that a new writ ought to
issue, and that certain persons, naming them, were
concerned in the riot.

The Report was adopted by the Bouse, a new
writ was issued, and the Attorney-General was
ordered forthwith to prosecute the rioters. An
information was tried against them shortly after,
and they were convicted and sentenced to impris-
onment by the Court of King's Bench.

Al these proceedings were taken in a case
where, like the present, no election had in fact
been held.

In view of this authority, I feel bound to
recommend to the House that the petition in
question be received. The delay in issuing a new
writ may seem a present injustice to the constitu-
ency, but a much greater evil might flow from an
invasion of the spirit of our election law, viz: To
remove from the House ail questions touching
elections or the rights of candidates and elections.
which are to be adjudicated under the sanctity of
an oath.

I therefore recommend the reception of this
petition as an election petition.

Hon. Mr. Holfon said he did not propose to
invite the House to dissent from the decision
expressed. The Speaker had no doubt given
the subject his best attention; but this was a
very important matter, and the precedent
referred to was a very old one, and the House
should understand clearly the full import of
the decision it was now asked to make in the
reception of this petition. The precedent to
which the Speaker had referred had no doubt
a certain point analogous with the case now
before the House; but whereas the Knares-
borough case arose from the fact that no
election had been held, and redress was
sought by the electors, this petition was on
behalf of one who never was a candidate, but
who asked to be declared sitting member for
the county. It seemed to him that by receiv-
ing the petition and referring it to a Com-
mittee, the House would admit that Mr.
Chapais was a possible claimant of this seat
without a nomination having been held, and
without an election court having been
opened, and he thought there was very great
doubt whether there was an issue that could
be referred to an Election Committee. Of
course, if petitions were a remedy against the
disfranchisement of the people, it would be
competent to refer it to any committee to
determine what remedy should be applied. He
thought there was a very important distinc-
tion between the two cases. By receiving this
petition the way was opened for this gentle-
man to be seated in this House as representa-
tive of Kamouraska.

Hon. Mr. Cartier thought the honourable
gentleman, by his statement, was prejudicing
the case. In the discussion the other night,
he (Mr. Cartier) quoted a law enacted by the
Lafontaine-Baldwin administration, which
permitted parties desirous of becoming candi-
dates, to give in their qualification before
nomination day, and make themselves known
as candidates. If it turned out that the peti-
tioner was not a candidate, there would be a
report in accordance with law. In 1852 or
1853, some violence was committed at the
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election. The matter was referred to a com-
mittee, and the officers were brought to the
bar of the House and dealt with. He hoped
his honourable friend would not persuade the
House, or any one outside, that the Govern-
ment were desirous, because he (Mr. Cartier)
happened to present the petition, to force
forward any individual who had not been a
candidate according to law.

Hon. Mr. Holion said that when he stated
that Mr. Chapais had never been made a
candidate, he of course meant that he had
never been made a candidate according to
law. That he meant to be a candidate there
could be no doubt. His honourable friend had
said that the House must not call in question
facts. Bis answer was that Government them-
selves moved for the production of papers
relating to this very matter. These papers
disclosed the facts of the case, and this fact
among others:-That no election took place,
and that the writ was destroyed before a
nomination was called for. Mr. Chapais may
have rights, but the electors of Kamouraska
had also rights, and his honourable friend
need not be told that it was right for any
elector in Kamouraska to propose any
qualified candidate to represent that district
even up to the moment of the close of the
nomination. None of these proceedings took
place. He repeated that Mr. Chapais could
have no pretension to the seat, and his de-
mand ought not to be tried at all. He could
not bring himself into court. That was his
position, and he thought it sound. He had no
disposition to divide the House, but thought it
should understand the full significance of the
act it was now invited to do; further than
this, he thought the Government and the
Minister of Militia were pushing things a
little too far. When the latter took charge of a
petition of this kind on behalf of his col-
league, it must be assumed that he (Mr.
Cartier) believed Mr. Chapais right in his
petition, that he advised him to take that
course, and that he and his colleagues desired
to keep this county without a representative
in the House for a long time, instead of
taking the course he (Mr. Holton) thought
proper-one of issuing a new writ.

Sir John A. Macdonald said that Mr.
Chapais alleged that, in consequence of a riot,
he was kept out of his seat in this House.
From his position as a Minister, he was
bound to seek a seat; and he alleged that, in
consequence of a riot, he was wrongfully
excluded from the House. He had a right to
petition the House to redress the wrong he

[Mr. Cartier (Montreal East)]

had suffered. In all such cases, the law should
be carried out. The simple question now was,
how best to apply the failure of justice which
had occurred. It was not a matter of feeling,
or of expediency, but law. There were four
modes of proceeding on the return from the
Returning Officer, one or other of which
might have been adopted:-lst. A writ might
issue for a new election at once. For this
course there was no precedent. 2nd. The
petition might be referred to the General
Comnittee on Privileges and Elections. 3rd. It
might be referred to a Special Committee
appointed by the House. 4th. It might go
under the election law to a Controverted
Election Committee. The simple question was
to find out which of these modes was the
legal one. The Speaker having looked into the
matter, had decided that the last was the
correct course, being in accordance with
English precedent. The member for
Chateauguay had said the precedent referred
to was an old case. It was not so; it was a
recent case, occurring under the amended
Grenville Act (Holton, in 1863). Sir John
repeated that that was a recent date in a
matter of this sort, and said it was the
decision not of an election committee but of
Parliament, and therefore the more binding.
It was a solemn adjudication by Parliament
that a case precisely similar to this came
within the terms of the Grenville Act, and
that the petition being an election petition
should be withdrawn from the jurisdiction of
the House.

Hon. Mr. Holton did not think the House
decided that it could not deal with the peti-
tion in any other way, but merely adopted
that as the most convenient way.

Sir John A. Macdonald thought otherwise.
The House of Commons was bound by an Act
of Parliament the same as an individual, and
must take the course prescribed by law. If it
was a case to be tried by a Controverted
Election Comnittee, the House could not deal
with it in any other way.

Hon. Mr. Holton said the learned Knight
had not adverted to a distinction which he
thought important between the Knaresbor-
ough petitions and this of Mr. Chapais. In the
Knaresborough case the electors petitioned,
setting forth the facts and praying a remedy,
but not that Mr. A., B., or C. should be
seated. Mr. Chapais on the other hand peti-
tioned that he should be declared the mem-
ber. By receiving this petition and referring
it to an election committee, the House admit-
ted the possibility that there was an issue to
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be tried. He did not think such a possibility
could be maintained as there has been no
candidate nominated and no election. As
regarded the Knaresborough case, it was a
novel one, and the House was at considerable
loss what to do. Finally, as a question of
convenience, not of law, they decided on
sending the case to a committee; but this was
entirely a different case and he could not
accept the precedent as binding. He thought
it puerile to say the least that such a petition
affecting the standing of one of their own
body should have been presented by a lead-
ing member of the Government who it may
be assumed had given advice as to the legal-
ity of the proceeding.

Hon. Mr. Cartier thought it very wrong in
his honourable friend to impute to him that he
had advised the presenting of this petition.
The member for Hochelaga had presented
four or five petitions affecting the seats of as
many members-would it not be indelicate to
impute to him that he advised those peti-
tions? The member for Chateauguay said
there had been no election. In asserting this
he spoke of his own knowledge, which he had
no right to do, in a matter of this kind-but
he relied on the return of the Returning
Officer. The house could not assume that
return was true or that it was f aise. The
right course was to bring the whole question
before a committee. The petitioner complained
that the return was not correct, and he had a
right to have his complaint tried.

Hon. Mr. Howe spoke of the difficulty of
trying a petition of this kind here; the more
they could withdraw cases of controverted
elections from the influences of the House the
better.

Hon. Mr. Dorion said it was of great inter-
est to the constituency of Kamouraska that
they should be represented on the floor of
the House. As it was not pretended that an
election had taken place, the report of an
election or select committee must be the
same, as it was evident their report could be
made. The best way under the circumstances
was to issue a new writ at once and leave the
details to the select committee, then the con-
stituency could elect a representative without
delay, if the petition went before the place
before the end of the adjourned session. If
the petition is withdrawn, the only question
is, was there an election or not. If they
established the fact that no election took
place, a representative for that constituency
could be returned at once.

Mr. Harrison submitted that this was not
a question of convenience or non-convenience.
If it was an election petition, as a matter of
law it must go before the proper tribunal,
irrespective of the question of convenience.
The petition alleged that an important con-
stituency was without a representative on the
floor of this House. It was represented that
the election did not take place because of
riot. Although the election was prevented by
riot, yet when the petition was presented to
this House setting forth that fact, it was to
the election committee. It did not follow that
because the petitioner was a candidate he
would get the seat. It was in the power of the
committee to order a new election.

The petition was then received.

THE FINANCE MINISTER

Hon. Mr. Rose having been re-elected for
Huntingdon, was introduced by Sir John A.
Macdonald and Hon. Mr. Cartier, and took
his seat.

THE COMMERCIAL BANK

Hon. Mr. Howland, from the Committee on
Banking and Commerce, reported the Bill
relating to the Commercial Bank with several
amendments, and stated that the Bill had
been reported as amended.

OFFICIAL REPORTS OF THE DEBATES

Before the Orders of the Day were called,
Mr. Morris referred to the movement made
some days ago to secure official reports of the
House. He desired to ask the Chairman of the
Printing Committee, whether any steps had
been taken to attain the object in view.

Mr. Mackenzie said if he followed the
example of honourable gentlemen opposite,
he would reply, that the matter was under
consideration. (Laughter). However, he would
go farther, and say that the Printing Com-
mittee had referred the matter to a sub-com-
mittee, and he hoped to be in a position to
present a report on Monday.

Sir John A. Macdonald said he might, fol-
lowing the example of the Opposition, inquire
as to the nature of the report.

Mr. Mackenzie wouId reply, as the Gov-
ernment would no doubt reply to the member
for Toronto West-who was going to ask if it
was the intention to increase the duty on
spirits-that it was none of his business.
(Laughter).
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INTERPRETATION OF THE STATUTES

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald the
House went into Committee on the Bill for
the Interpretation and Construction of the
Statutes. The Bill was reported with some
amendments, which were adopted, and the
3rd reading was ordered for Monday.

In the Committee on the Bill.

Hon. Mr. Holton expressed regret that
the word Puissance appeared in this Act as a
translation of Dominion. It was an improper
translation. Puissance signified something
more than a kingdom. We were not a king-
dom, and therefore the word was not applica-
ble to us.

Hon. Mr. Cartier maintained that it was,
and would insist on keeping the word as long
as he was in the House.

HABEAS CORPUS ACT

On motion to go into committee of the
whole on the suspension of the Habeas Cor-
pus Act,

Sir John A. Macdonald said that no com-
plaints had been made-that the power given
to the Government by the suspension of the
Habeas Corpus had been harshly or improp-
erly used. The Government could not feel
justified under the circumstances in closing
the Session without an Act of this kind.

Hon. Mr. Dorion said it was a matter of
regret to him that the Government were
under the necessity of taking this action. He
did not think the circumstances at present
required the suspension of the Act. However,
if the Government thought it their duty to
take this course, they must abide by it under
the belief that the information they had re-
ceived justified it. He was quite ready to
admit that so far, no complaint had been
made of the proceeding of the Government
since the Act was suspended.

Hon. Mr. Anglin would not object to the
passing of a Bill of this character, if the
Government think it necessary. It must al-
ways be a matter of grave responsibility to
bring ýdown measures like this. On the other
hand, it was equally a matter of responsibili-
ty to oppose it, if it was really necessary. He
would suggest a change in the 3rd clause. He
did not think the Act should now be suspend-
ed, but power should be given to the gover-
nor-General in Council to suspend it when
circumstances in their opinion would render
it necessary.

Sir John A. Macdonald-This Bill empow-
ers Government to suspend its operation at
any time and restore the Habeas Corpus.

Hon. Mr. Anglin thought it better to have it
the other way-give the Governor-General in
Council power to suspend Habeas Corpus,
and in the meantime let that power lie in
abeyance. This Bill actually suspended Ha-
beas Corpus. We should show such tender,
careful regard for the rights and liberties of
the people who are protected in a special
manner by Habeas Corpus that we should not
absolutely suspend it unless the exigencies of
the case, in the opinion of the Government,
required it. Better to give the Governor pow-
er to suspend it, even within an hour's notice,
and to restore it again when he should see fit,
than to actually suspend it.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the object of
the Bill was to prevent parties from making
undue raids upon our territory. If you wait
till evidence is laid before the Governor-in-
Council, and till a proclamation is issued,
parties could make their escape, and the law
would be ýof no avail.

Hon. Mr. Dorion objected on principle to
Mr. Anglin's suggestion, better to let the Bill
stand as it is than to place discretionary
power in the hands of the Governor to sus-
pend when he thought fit. It would be admit-
ting that there is no necessity now for a
suspension of the Act.

Sir John A. Macdonald said he had forgot-
ten to mention one alteration in the Bill. He
had changed the time of detaining parties as
prisoners on suspension from a fortnight to a
month, in order to give time to procure
evidence.

Mr. Blake said he did not think the mem-
ber for Gloucester (Mr. Anglin), understood
the position of the Government. The Gov-
ernment had brought down their Bill on the
ground that there was now a necessity for
suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act. He
wished it to be distinctly understood that this
was not merely a precautionary measure, but
that present circumstances justified the sus-
pension.

Sir John A. Macdonald-My honourable
friend is quite right. That is the position we
take.

Hon. Mr. Anglin begged to state that he
misunderstood the Government. He thought
they had brought down their Bill as a pre-
cautionary measure altogether, in view of
circumstances which might possibly arise.
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The House then went into Committee of
the Whole on the Bill. All its clauses were
passed without amendment or opposition.

THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT OF ONTARIO

Hon. Mr. Langevin brought down returns
to addresses for correspondence between
the Governor-General and the Lieutenant-
Governor of Ontario-and for a statement
respecting the balances at the credit of the
Secret Service Fund.

CIVIL SERVICE BUILDING AND SAVINGS
SOCIETY

Hon. Mr. Howland introduced a Bill re-
specting the Civil Service Building and
Savings Society.

RUPERT'S LAND

The Hon. Mr. McDougall gave notice that
on Monday next, he would move the follow-
ing resolutions, affirming the advisability of
incorporating Rupert's Land with the Do-
minion of Canada, and the advantage of ex-
tending westward towards the Pacific the
same system of Government established in
these Provinces. (Hear, hear.)

1. That it would promote the prosperity of the
Canadian people, and conduce to the advantage of
the whole Empire, if the Dominion of Canada,
constituted under the provisions of the British
North America Act of 1867, were extended west-
ward, to the shores of the Pacifie Ocean.

2. That the colonisation of the fertile lands of the
Saskatchewan, the Assiniboine, and the Red River
districts,-the development of the mineral wealth
which abounds In the regions of the North-
west,-and the extension of commercial intercourse,
through the British Possessions in America, from
the Atlantic to the Pacific,-are alike dependent
upon the maintenance of law and order in the
Northwestern Tertitories.

3. That the welfare of a sparse and widely
scattered population of British subjects, of Euro-
pean origin, already inhabiting these remote and
unorganized territories, would be materially en-
hanced, by the formation therein of political Insti-
tutions bearing analogy, as far as circumstances
will admit, to those which exist in the several
provinces of this Dominion.

4. That the 146th section of the British North
America Act of 1867, provides for the admission of
Rupert's Land and the Northwestern Territory. or
either of then, into Union with Canada; upon
terms and conditions to be expressed in addresses
from the Houses of Parliament of this Dominion, to
Her Majesty, and which shall be approved of by
the Queen in Council.

5. That it is accordingly expedient to address Her
Majesty that she would be graciously pleased, by
and with the advice of Her Most Honourable Privy
Council, to unite Rupert's Land, and the North-
Western Territory with the Dominion of Canada,
and to grant to the Parliament of Canada, authori-
ty to legislate for their future welfare and good
government.

6. That in the event of the Imperial Government
agreeing to transfer to Canada the jurisdiction and
control over this region, it would be expedient to
provide, that the legal rights of any Cor-
poration, Company or individual with the same,
will be respected, and that in case of difference of
opinion as to the extent, nature, and value of these
rights, the same shall be submitted to judicial
decision, or be determined by mutual agreement
between the Government of Canada and the parties
Interested.

7. That upon the transferance of the Territories
in question to the Canadian Government, the
claims of the Indian Tribes to compensation for
lands required for purposes of settlement. would be
considered and settled in conformity with the
equitable principles which have uniformly gov-
erned the Crown in its dealings with the Aborig-
ines.

Mr. McDougall, in reply to Mr. Dorion,
said the correspondence which had been
moved for on the subject of the North West
Territory, would be brought down before its
discussion.

Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald gave notice
that he would on Monday next, move that the
House do resolve itself into a Committee of
the Whole on Tuesday next to consider the
following resolutions:

1. That for the purpose of constructing a railway
connecting the port of Riviere du Loup. in the
Province of Quebee, with the line of railway
leading from the City of Halifax, in the Province
of Nova Scotia, at or near the Town of Truro, it is
expedient to raise and appropriate by loan a sum
not exceeding three million pounds sterling, bear-
ing interest at a rate of not exceeding four per
centum per annum, upon the guarantee of the
payment of the interest of such loan by the
Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, under
the provisions of the Canada Railway Loan Act,
1867.

2. That it is expedient to charge the Consolidated
Revenue Fund of Canada, with the principal and
interest of the loan immediately after the charges
specifically made thereon by sections one hundred
and three, one hundred and four, and one hundred
and five, of the British North America Act 1867.

3. That it is expedient to provide for the payment
by the Government of Canada by way of Sinking
Fund, of an annual sum at the rate of one per
centum per annum, on the entire amount of
principal money whereon interest is guaranteed, to
be remitted the Commissioners of Her Majesty's
Treasury by half-yearly payments in such manners
as they may from time-to-time direct, and to be
invested and accumulated under their direction in
the name of four Trustees, nominated from time-
to-time, two by the Commissioners of Her
Majesty's Treasury, and two by the Government of
Canada, such sinking fund and Its accumulations to
be invested In securities of the Provinces of
Canada, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, issued
before the Union of Canada, or at the option of the
Government of Canada, in such other securities as
may be proposed by that Government, and ap-
proved by the Commissioners of Her Majesty's
Treasury, and to be applied under the direction of
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the Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, in
discharge of princiapl money whereon interest is
guaranteed.

4. That it is expedient to charge the Consolidated
Revenue Fund of Canada with the amount of the
Sinking Fund immediately after the principal and
interest of the loan.

5. That it is expedient to charge the Consolidated
Revenue Fund of Canada with any sum issued out
of the Consolidated Fund of the United Kingdom
under the Canada Railway Loan Act 1867, with
interest thereon at the rate of five per centum per
annum, immediately after the Sinking Fund.

6. That it is expedient to continue the Sinking
Fund until all principal and interest of the loan,
and all suins issued out of the Consolidated Fund
of the United Kingdom under the Canada Railway
Loan Act 1876, and all interest thereon are fully
discharged, or until the Sinking Fund and its
accumulations are adequate to discharge so much
thereof as remains undischarged.

7. That it is expedient that the Government of
Canada be empowered to raise, by loan, for the
completion of the railway, a further sum not
exceeding one million pounds sterling (without
guarantee by the Commissioners of Her Majesty's
Treasury) and that the consolidated Revenue Fund
of Canada be charged with the money so raised
and interest, immediately after the charges made
thereon in pursuance of the foregoing resolutions.

8. That it is expedient to provide that separate
accounts of the monies raised under the foregoing
resolutions be kept by the Receiver-General, and
that all sums required for the construction of the
railway, and carrying out the purposes of the
Act authorizing such construction, shall be paid out
of such monies, and not out of any other fund
-except that the Governor-in-Council may au-
thorize the advance out of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund, of such sums as it may be neces-
sary to expend for the purposes aforesaid, before
the said loans can be raised; such sums to be
repaid to the Consolidated Revenue Fund out of
the loans.

On the reading of the orders of the day,

Mr. Morris asked the Chairman of the
Printing Committee whether it was proposed
to suggest any steps towards the preservation
of a record of the proceedings in the House in
the shape of a Hansard Report.

Mr. Mackenzie would not venture to de-
part so far from the practice adopted by the
Government than to say that the subject was
under consideration. (Laughter.)

In Committee of the Whole upon the
Interpretation of Statutes Bill. Mr. Chauveau
in the Chair.

Hon. Mr. Holton took occasion to object to
the mistranslation of the word Dominion by
the French word Puissance adopted by the
Government in all their documents. It had
been said that the Minister of Militia, himself
a puissance (a laugh) was responsible for its
introduction. It was inappropriate as being
more forcible than Kingdom, which was
originally rejected as offensive.

Hon. Mr. Cartier insisted on the appli-
cability of the word; Puissance simply meant
power, and Canada was a power in North
America. (Hear.)

The Bill passed with some verbal amend-
ments, and was ordered to be read a third
time on Monday, when the House resumed.

Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald, with every
sense of the gravity of the subject and de-
ploring the necessity for such a measure,
moved the second reading of the Foreign
Aggressors Apprehension Bill, remarking that
no injustice had occurred in its operation
hitherto.

Hon. Mr. Dorion regretted that under any
circumstances an Act of such nature should
be called for, and even now while admitting
that no complaint had arisen from its work-
ing, would have preferred it being postponed
to next Session. He would offer no opposi-
tion, however, leaving the responsibility with
Ministers.

Mr. Anglin thought that it would have been
better to confer authority upon the Gover-
nor-General to suspend the Habeas Corpus
Act where occasion should arise, instead of
first suspending the Act and then leaving it
in the Governor's power to restore the consti-
tutional guarantees at any time hereafter.

After some further remarks from Hon. Sir
John A. Macdonald the Bill was read a sec-
ond time and passed through Committee
without amendment.

The Canadian Steam Navigation Company
Bill was read a second time on the motion of
Mr. Morris, and the House adjourned at a
quarter to six, until Monday.

[Sir John A. Macdonald (Kingston)]
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Monday, December 2, 1867

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

ELECTION PETITIONS

The Speaker reported to the House that
no objections having been filed to the recog-
nizances attached to the Kamouraska and
Yamaska election petitions, he returned them
as unobjectionable.

RULES OF THE HOUSE

The Speaker presented a body of rules and
standing orders for the guidance of the House,
compiled by him with the assistance of the
Special Committee appointed for the purpose.

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald, the
said rules, etc. were ordered to be printed for
the information of members.

FISHERY BOUNTIES

Mr. Bolton asked whether any Fishery
Bounties have been paid, or are intended to
be paid, from the general revenues of the
Dominion, since the lst July last; and if so,
are such bounties conferred to vessels or
claimants of any particular portion of the
Dominion?

Hon. Mr. Rose stated that no fishery boun-
ties had been paid since the lst of July. AU
that were now due would no doubt be paid
either by the Dominion Government or the
Local Governments.

WEST INDIES

Mr. Mills asked whether any correspond-
ence has taken place between the Govern-
ment and any of the Governments of the
West Indies, or with any of the Governments
in South America, with a view to the promo-
tion of direct trade, by a mutual reduction of
the tariffs, by promoting free trade in certain
articles, or by encouraging direct steam coin-
munication?

Hon. Mr. McDougall stated that no corre-
spondence had taken place between this
Government and the Governments of the

West Indies on the subject of direct trade,
direct steam communications, etc. Such corre-
spondence however had taken place on the
part of the Government of the late Province
of Canada, and of the other Provinces. He
might add that arrangements had been made
through the United States Government by
which a mail had been sent by every steamer
to St. Thomas, from which a great advantage
had accrued to the people both of the West
Indies and of these Provinces.

GOVERNMENT HOUSE, TORONTO

Mr. Harrison asked whether the Govern-
ment House in the City of Toronto was
insured at the time of its destruction by fire,
and whether the Confederate Government
intend to take any, and if any, what steps
towards its restoration?

Hon. Mr. McDougall stated that the Gov-
ernment House in Toronto was not insured
at the time of its destruction by fire. As
regarded the steps to be taken for its restora-
tion, that was a matter for the Government
of Ontario.

EXCISE DUTY ON SPIRITS

Mr. Harrison enquired whether it was the
intention of Government in the contemplated
alterations in the tariff to increase the excise
duty on spirits.

Sir John replied that it would be very
improper to give the information asked for.
(Laughter).

BANK OF UPPER CANADA

Mr. Melcalfe presented a petition from Jo-
seph Barber, praying that the rights of
depositors and bill-holders of the Bank of
Upper Canada may be protected in passing
the Bill relating to that institution now
before Parliament.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILROAD

Messrs. Sylvain and Bertrand preserted a
number of petitions from Rimouski and
Temiscouata, praying for the adoption of
Major Robinson's route for the Intercolonial
Railway.
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PRINTING COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Mackenzie presented the second report
of the Printing Committee. The Committee
reported a scheme of distribution of printed
documents and audit of the accounts for
printing and the report of the Clerk of
Committee on the printing service of last
session. On the reference to the Committee of
the subject of reporting the debates, they
reported that it had been decided on a divi-
sion to defer the question to a further meet-
ing of the Committee.

ST. LAWRENCE AND OTTAWA RAILWAY
COMPANY

Mr. Crawford (South Leeds), in moving the
second reading of this Bill, said that the
railway would connect the River Ottawa and
the Capital of the Dominion with the St.
Lawrence at Prescott, a route that was famil-
iar to every member of the House. Discus-
sion had arisen as to what the powers of this
Parliament might be regarding Acts of this
nature, but he understood that no objection
had been taken on any side to the measure
itself, which had not, in fact, been as yet
before the House. Its preamble, which was a
lengthy document, recited various Acts affect-
ing the Ottawa and Prescott Railway Com-
pany, which had, like many others in this
country, unfortunately fallen into pecuniary
difficulties, a Bill having been passed in 1865
to enable its sale to Mr. Robinson, and by
order of the Court of Chancery the property
and rights of the company were vested in
him in trust. It was only sought by the
present Bill to vest in the St. Lawrence and
Ottawa Company what Mr. Robinson held
under this order. It had subsequently become
necessary to raise money to put the road in
good repair, and a mortgage had been effect-
ed upon it for that purpose. It was now
proposed to increase the capital to $1,500,000,
and to extend the line across the Ottawa
River to Aylmer, which was the promoters
only reason for applying to the General Leg-
islature, in the belief that the Local Par-
liament had no power to grant the authority
they sought. An Act might be obtained more
easily in the Local Legislature, where un-
doubtedly there would be no opposition. The
promoters possessed an interest of $800,000 in
the property, and had expended upon it fifty
thousand pounds sterling, which ought to be
the best guarantee for their earnestness and
bona fides. The Bill proposed to declare that
the railway, connecting the capital of the

Dominion with the Grand Trunk line and
uniting the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec,
is of public importance to the whole Do-
minion. The question mainly was whether
each measure should not be judged as to its
merits on its introduction, which would pre-
vent the General Government hereafter tak-
ing into its hands works authorized locally;
but which might subsequently be discovered
to possess a general importance. Neither the
Ontario nor Quebec Parliament could grant
authority to cross the River Ottawa. It had
been said that this House should not be
occupied with questions of such trifling im-
portance which must necessarily take up much
of their attention-for example the establish-
ing of a ferry behind these buildings. It was
intended to cross the St. Lawrence by ferry
to Ogdensburgh, and the narrow gauge had
been adopted, so that the cars might be
conveyed across and run upon the American
line. It may hereafter be considered necessary
to set apart a territory for this House to
exercise exclusive jurisdiction over, to be
taken partly from Quebec and partly from
Ontario, after the example of the District of
Columbia. The St. Lawrence and Ottawa
Railway would cross this territory, with
which this Parliament alone could deal.

Mr. Shanly seconded the motion.

Mr. Smith was of opinion that the matter
was altogether one for the consideration of
the Local Legislatures, and that it would not
be right for this House to interfere to deprive
any of the Provinces of their legitimate pow-
ers, and that great care and caution should be
observed to avoid exciting jealousy and re-
sentment by such interference. The company
should first obtain a local Act for their opera-
tion within their own Province, and if, by-
and-bye, they desired to extend themselves
into another Province, it would then be time
enough for them to come here to ask for
authority to do so.

Mr. Mackenzie said that it could be only
necessary to consider two clauses of the
Bill-those conferring power to cross the
river-as it was these only that furnished any
grounds for an application to this House. It
was remarkable that although the powers for
extension were sought for, and the extension
itself promised, there was nothing to'make
this extension obligatory on the company,
and the introduction of these clauses seemed
merely designed to serve as an excuse for
avoiding the proper application to the On-
tario Legislature, and coming to a wrong
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place instead. There was no statement as to
where the Ottawa River was to be crossed, or
where the terminus of the line was to be
placed, and on these subjects the Bill was
altogether too indefinite.

Hon. Mr. Cartier held that the intention to
make the road on both sides of the river was
manifest, but agreed with the honourable
member for Lambton (Mr. Mackenzie), that
to enable this House to take cognizance of the
application, it should be made compulsory on
the company to construct the line in both
Provinces. Otherwise, the legislation of this
House might affect only the first portion of
the Bill-the organization of the company-to
which it could not properly apply, and would
not be valid. There was, however, sufficient
ground to warrant the second reading.

Mr. Crawford, in reply to Mr. Mackenzie,
pointed out that clause 13 stated definitely
the place where it was proposed to cross the
Ottawa, namely, at or near the Chaudiere
Falls. If there can possibly be any case in
which a charter should be granted to a public
company by this House, the present is such a
case. Ontario is powerless; Quebec is po-
werless; it is only the Dominion which can
act in the matter. He had come here to
promote, to the best of his ability, the welfare
of the country, and he asked, were we to
throw obstacles in the way of the expenditure
of large and useful sums of money-three
quarters of a million in this district
-influenced by such captious objections as
those of the member for Lambton?

Mr. Blake considered the preamble, declar-
ing the undertaking to be of general impor-
tance, most worthy of discussion. It was said
to be of general importance, as connecting
the Provinces, but it only did so by treating
the Grand Trunk Line as an appendage, and
not of its own resources. The object was in
every way praiseworthy, and he would be the
last to object to the measure itself. But we
were asked to establish a precedent, and to
interfere with works now existing in Ontario.
It was asked that private parties might,
through the mouthpiece of such enactments,
declare that local private works are of public
importance, and are therefore to be dealt
with here. There was strong ground for ac-
cepting the correctness of any interpretation
which members of the Cabinet might agree
on placing upon the Act of Union, because
the Act had been framed by themselves, and
they should best understand it. But when
Ministers were found to differ among them-

selves, the difficulty became serious. We had
here the Minister of Justice maintaining that
it was sufficient for these Bills to state by
preamble that they were of public impor-
tance, to bring them within the action of the
House, while the Minister for Public Works
thought that this House should deal only with
Government measures, or at least measures
of Government approval, considered by the
Government as being for the advantage of
the whole Dominion. When the honourable
Ministers differed toto coelo on a point of so
great importance, the sooner we had some
declaration of the opinion of the Cabinet the
better. What policy did the Government in-
tend to pursue, if the Act be wide enough to
allow of the adoption of differing policies on
these matters? If it be proposed to inter-
fere-most unwisely interfere-with the au-
thority of the Local Legislatures, the House
would reject the preamble. The mere state-
ment that the Ottawa and Prescott Railway
Company means to connect itself with the
Grand Trunk Railway, was not sufficient to
induce the House to such interference. The
arguments urged in favour of our considera-
tion of this line might be made equally appli-
cable to the Grand Trunk, and indeed might
be made to apply with greater force to almost
any other line than to this one. It was incum-
bent upon the Government to say whether
they would have such questions left to the
decision of a Railway Committee. Although
the power to connect the Provinces might be
subject for application here, all other matters
of organization-ratification of the sale or
increase of capital-should unquestionably
come before the Local Houses, and it would
be more convenient, and less likely to occa-
sion jealousy, to leave the Local Houses to
deal with these points, and then, when such
Local Act had been obtained to come here for
the additonal powers required to cross the
Ottawa and to connect the Provinces.
Meanwhile we should be relieved from work
properly of a local character. If Section 14
meant that the company was absolutely
bound to carry on their works in both
Provinces, then the objection that it was
intended as evasive was valueless, and on the
honourable mover's declaration that such was
its meaning the objection would of course be
abandoned. He suggested that the power to
increase the capital of the company should be
connected, by the framing of the Bill, with
the extension of the line, which alone makes
it competent for this House to deal with it.
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Mr. F. Jones held that there could be no
doubt that this railway would be for the
benefit of two or more Provinces, and a
matter that might be local to-day might be of
general importance hereafter. If any work
could be considered of public utility this must
be so considered. It was for the House to
decide, as no one could deny that they had
the right to decide, whether it was of general
or merely local importance.

Dr. Parker did not think that it should be
left to the Speaker to decide whether this
was a matter to come before the House or
otherwise. The Government should say at
once whether it is their opinion that this is
such a Bill as the House should be asked to
legislate upon.

Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald said, that two
distinct questions arose-first, what was the
law, secondly, what might be expedient.
rhere could be no doubt but that under the
Union Act such a matter did corne under the
jurisdiction of this Parliament, and that if the
Bill should pass, it would become the law of
the land. It was of consequence not to over-
Ioad this House with business of this nature.
This was not the stage for the Government to
announce a policy regarding such Bills, each
of which must stand upon its own merits.
Every Bill showing prima facie that its enact-
ments would be for general advantage, should
go to Committee, who would be able to arrive
at evidence beyond the easy reach of the
House. Whether the two clauses so frequently
referred to have been introduced merely to
evade the law, or with bona fide could not
be determined by the House, except at great
expense of time and trouble. He agreed that
all advantages sought for, except those con-
tained in these two clauses, might have been
obtained from the Local Parliament, and that
the Company might then have come here for
such further powers as they required. It
would be the duty of any Committee to
which the Bill should be referred to look with
great jealousy into the constitution, purposes
and resources of the Company, and to satisfy
themselves that there was sufficient capital to
carry out the works they proposed. The pres-
ent mere statement to that effect could not
suffice. Such a measure should properly go to
a Railway Committee and be well considered
there, and such Committee might be charged
to take a review of the whole subject.

rence proposed by it was of itself sufficient to
bring it under the cognizance of the Do-
minion Parliament.

Mr. Ferguson said that any work between
or beyond the limits of the Provinces clearly
came within jurisdiction of the House. Two
Acts might certainly be sought-one in On-
tario and the other in Quebec, but only at a
very great inconvenience. If the condition be
added that the Charter to be now granted
shall be forfeited if the extension promised
be not carried out within a certain time, he
was sure that no one would object to the
Charter being granted. (Hear, hear.) Other-
wise the House might be imposed upon.

Mr. Johnson simply asked was it to be held
that the two clauses were integral portions of
the Bill. If so, lesser matters would be
merged into greater, and minor powers added
as of course to those more extensive ones
which Local Legislatures could not give. He
admitted that there was nothing binding the
Company to extend their railway into Lower
Canada, and this ought to be remedied. It
would be very awkward to be compelled to
go to both Local Parliaments, as had been
suggested, as the effect of obtaining two such
charters would be the creation of two compa-
nies, both composed of the same individuals,
but as distinct from each other as A is from
B. Great difficulties would arise in conse-
quence, and not merely to the company itself,
but to any parties having dealings with it, or
claims against it, for which it would not be
easy to say which branch of it should be
made liable. It was not for the Government,
but for the Legislature to declare what would
be for the advantage of the country, and if
such declaration be made, the Act must be
binding.

Hon. Mr. Howe feared that if the tirne of
the House were to be taken up with such
matters as these, honourable members would
be unable to return to their homes before
Christmas.

Mr. Pope held that the proper body to
settle questions of this kind was not the
Government, but the House itself; and for his
part he would not surrender that power into
the hands of the executive, although the
honourable member for Centre Wellington,
who was a steadfast supporter of the Gov-
ernment-(laughter)-might be willing to
abide by the decision of the Government.

Mr. Shanly spoke in support of the Bill, Dr. Parker explained that he had only
arguing that the ferry across the St. Law- suggested that the Government should take
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the responsibility of expressing an opinion
upon such matters, and should then leave
them to the decision of the House.

Mr. Mackenzie said that the only question
was, whether the Act would be for general
benefit. A preamble, asserting claims to gen-
eral utility might be prefixed to any Bill-for
the Great Western Railway Company, for
example, which would certainly have no right
to seek powers here. Even Insurance Com-
panies might come here seeking Acts of In-
corporation to enable them to dispense with
the authority of the Local Legislatures.
Would the honourable gentleman say that the
company's proposed bridge and ferry gave
them the right to come here for legislation as
to its organization. He differed entirely from
the statement that we should not look to the
Government for a decision in such cases.

Mr. Dunkin said the sooner an understand-
ing was come to as to the kinds of measures
which it was proper for this House to deal
with, and the kinds it was proper for the
Local Legislature to deal with, the better for
the interests of all parties connected with
works of this kind. As it contributed to a
settlement of this subject, the discussion
which had taken place was not, in his opin-
ion, without its use and value.

Mr. Smith said the different Provinces
would view with a great deal of jealousy the
assumption of power by this House to deal
with questions of this kind.

Mr. Walsh said that the question was of
much importance to that portion of the coun-
try from which he had come, where there
was a movement on foot to obtain a charter
for a proposed railway. The promoters had
been of opinion that their application should
be made to their Local Legislature, and if it
were decided that such opinion were wrong,
they had been spending their time and pains
uselessly. This railway would have either a
bridge or a ferry at each end, and it was of
great moment that people should know
whether they should come here for such
powers or elsewhere.

Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald said that the
road referred to beginning and ending in
Ontario, there could be no difficulty in ob-
taining a charter from the Ontario Legisla-
ture.

Mr. Crawford said that unless this Legis-
lature grants the necessary permission, the
road cannot be made at all. The house might
be perfectly satisfied that there was no pre-

tense or evasion in the application, which
would be more easily successful with the
Local Parliament, if it were within the power
of such Parliament to accede to it. The details
as to where the road should be made to cross
the Ottawa, etc., should be decided in com-
mittee. It would be in the vicinity of the
Chaudiere Falls, where the river is not navi-
gable. On behalf of the promoters of the
undertaking, he repudiated the idea that the
clause had been introduced evasively, and
ample evidence would be produced before the
committee that the company's intentions were
bona ftde. It was an enterprise which, far
from being thwarted, deserved all encourage-
ment, and honourable gentlemen ought to
extend the scope of their mental observation,
and take a broader and less local view of a
subject of such general importance.

Mr. McDougall said if the Bill went before
the committee, it would become its duty, as
well as the duty of the House, to see that no
private right were injuriously affected.

The motion was then agreed to.

THE EXCISE SERVICE

Dr. Parker moved an address for Orders in
Council relating to excise duty or service, etc.
He said he moved for the returns because the
information will, he thought, show that the
excise department was administered some-
times oppressively to manufacturers, and so
far as appointments are concerned, with neg-
ligence and inattention. During the last ses-
sion, it was stated that the excise service
required to be reorganized at the commence-
ment of the recess. A number of Inspectors
had been placed over divisions, yet it was
doubtful if they had even yet been regularly
appointed. Then only an exciseman here and
there had been appointed, and to protect the
revenue, the collectors had been forced to
place parties on their own responsibility in
charge of distilleries, where they had re-
mained for months under pay, without any
proper appointment. He believed the returns
asked for would show that the books and
forms supplied to collectors were frequently
changed, involving unnecessary expense for
printing. Again, under the orders of the
Department, manufacturers had been forced
to incur large costs in new apparatus. The
distillers' licenses expired on the 30th June.
About the 20th of that month an order was
made that no license to any distillers in
Upper Canada should be renewed unless
some new and special apparatus was put up
before the lst of July. There was, he be-

December 2, 1867



COMMONS DEBATES

lieved, but one machinist in Toronto who
could supply the apparatus, and it was at
least the 23rd before the distillers could gener-
ally receive the notice, and there were not
workers and plumbers sufficient in Upper
Canada to do the work in one week. Some
had corn and grain heating and spoiling;
some were under contract, and could not stop
their distilleries without loss, and prayed for
an extension of time, but this reasonable
request was refused, and the order was made
peremptory. This he considered most unjust
and arbitrary on the part of the Excise De-
partment. The returns asked for, would, he
thought, fully bear out these statements.

Dr. Bown asked that the returns should be
inade to include the names of those who had
passed examination before the Excise Board,
as well as those who had not passed.

Dr. Parker had no objection to make this
addition to his motion.

Hon. Mr. Howland had no objection to the
information asked for being furnished.

The motion was carried.

LONDON BOARD OF TRADE

Mr. Carling moved the second reading of a
Bill to render valid certain appointments
inade by the London Board of Trade, and
after some observations from Mr. Blake the
Bill was read a second time, and referred to
the Committee on Banking and Commerce.

RED RIVER

Mr. Sproat, seconded by Mr. Hurdon,
moved an address for Reports relating to the
opening of a line of communication from Fort
William to Red River.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said that the informa-
tion would be given in the papers to be
brought down to-morrow, and asked the
honourable member to withdraw the motion,
to which he consented.

Dr. Parker moved an address for copies
and date of all orders in Council relating to
the excise duty or service, etc.-Carried.

Mr. Anglin, seconded by Mr. Smith, moved
an address for the return showing the entire
amounts paid to the several delegates sent to
England, in the year 1866, to promote the
passage of the Act of Confederation, etc.

[Dr. Parker (Wellington Centre)]

Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald had no objec-
tion to presenting such a return, and only
regretted that the honourable member had
not moved an address for a handsome gratui-
ty to the delegates in consideration of their
valuable services and long expatriation.
(Laughter.) The motion was carried.

Mr. Harrison moved for an address for
Reports of General Napier and Col. Lowry,
as to the campaign at Fort Erie, in
June, 1866, etc.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said, that the Government
could not consent to the motion, as the
Generals were not under their control, and
the motion dropped.

Hon. Mr. MacDougall postponed his reso-
lutions relative to the Incorporation of
Rupert's Land and the Northwest Territory
till to-morrow.

Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald moved that
on to-morrow the House go into Committee of
the Whole to consider certain resolutions
relative to the construction of a railway,
connecting the Port of Riviere du Loup, in
the Province of Quebec, with the line of
railway leading from the City of Halifax,
etc.-Carried.

Mr. Mackenzie, seconded by Mr. Blake,
moved an address for returns of amount of
costs paid by the Government, in respect of
the Fenian prosecutions, etc.-Carried.

The following Bills were read a third time
and passed: for the interpretation and con-
struction of statutes; to authorize the appre-
hension and detention of such persons as shall
be suspected of committing acts of hostility
or conspiracy against Her Majesty's person
and Government.

The House adjourned at 5:35 p.m.

QUESTIONS AND NOTICES OF
MOTIONS

Mr. Ross (Dundas)-Whether it is the in-
tention of the Government to introduce a Bill
this session for the purpose of enacting a
fixed rate of interest?

Hon. Mr. Smith-Wednesday-Whether it
is the intention of the Government to in-
troduce during the present session a measure
giving a right of action to persons sustaining
injury or damage by the negligence or de-
fault of the officers or employees on the
Government railway in New Brunswick?
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Hon. Mr. Smith-Wednesday-What amount
of salary is now being paid to each of the
Commissioners of the Government Railway
in New Brunswick?

Hon. Mr. Smith-Wednesday-Whether the
Government intend making any change in the
mode of management of the Government
Railway in New Brunswick?

Mr. McMillan-Wednesday-That he will
move that the reports of Major Robinson and
Sandford Fleming on the Intercolonial Rail-
way be printed in pamphlet form for the use
of members of Parliament.

Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald-Wed-
nesday-That a Select Comnimittee consisting
of Hon. Messrs. Cartier, J. S. Macdonald,
McDougall, Dorion, Fisher, Tupper, and
Morris, Blanchet, Chamberlain and Mills, be
appointed to assist Mr. Speaker in the direc-
tion of the Library of Parliament, so far as
the interests of this House are concerned, and
to act as members of the Joint Committee of
both Houses on the Library, and that a mes-
sage be sent to the Senate to inform their
honours thereof.

Mr. Walsh-Tuesday-That he will move
that the House do resolve itself into Com-
mittee of the Whole on Wednesday next to
consider the following resolution:-

That in the interest of trade it is expedient to
enact that in future American silver be a legal

tender at the rate of eighty cents in the dollar of
the nominal value of such coin of every denomina-
tion.

Mr. Keeler-Wednesday-Whether it is the
intention of the Government to submit during
the present session any measure upon the law
of marriage and divorce, or for the establish-
ment of a Divorce Court?

Mr. Connell-Address, etc., for return
showing amount received from the Banking
Institutions of Canada, as a tax on their
circulation for the year ending 15th March,
1867, specifying the average circulation of
each, and the amount paid by each Bank
respectively in the Provinces of Quebec and
Ontario.

Mr. Connell-Whether it is the intention of
the Government to include in the estimates a
sum for the purpose of a geological survey,
and if so whether they intend expending any
and what portion of that sum in the Province
of New Brunswick?

Mr. Connell-Whether it is the intention of
the Government to include in the estimates
any sum of money for the purpose of improv-
ing the navigation of the River Saint John,
N.B.

Hon. Mr. Fisher-Wednesday-Address,
etc., for copy of His Excellency's Commission,
and of the Royal Instructions which accom-
panied the same.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Tuesday, December 3, 1867

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

LOCAL MINISTERS IN THE HOUSE
OF COMMONS

Sir John A. Macdonald presented a Report
from the Committee on Privileges and
Elections. The Committee stated that they
had considered the references from the House
to enquire as to the right of the Hon. J. S.
Macdonald, Attorney-General of the Province
of Ontario, and the Hon. Christopher Dunkin,
Treasurer of the Province of Quebec, to hold
seats in the House of Commons, and they
begged to report that, in their opinion, these
gentlemen had a right to sit and vote in this
House.

Hon. Mr. Holion enquired whether any
evidence was taken by the Committee.

Sir John A. Macdonald was understood to
say that no evidence was taken by the
Committee, except statements by the two
gentlemen whose rights to their seats were
called in question.

Hon. Mr. Holton asked whether the
Chairman would move the adoption of the
report.

Sir John A. Macdonald was understood to
give an indelicate answer.

COMMITTEE ON BANKRUPTCY

Hon. Mr. Abboft moved that the quorum
of Committee on Bankruptcy and Insolvency
be reduced to five members.-Carried.

HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY

Hon. Mr. Langevin brought down returns
to addresses for papers, correspondence, etc.
relating to the Intercolonial Railway and the
Hudson's Bay Company.

COMMITTEE ARRANGEMENTS

Hon. Mr. Carfier moved that Hon. John
Rose be added to the public accounts, rail-
ways, and banking and commerce commit-
tee.-Carried.

Sir John A. Macdonald moved to add Mr.
Holmes to the Committee on Immigration and
Colonization, and Mr. Oliver to the Com-
mittee on Private Bills.-Carried.

THE COMMERCIAL BANK

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald the
House went into Committee of the Whole on
the Bill to amend the Acts Incorporating the
Commercial Bank-Mr. Magill in the Chair.

Mr. Morris, in moving the first clause, said
there was a very important observation in
the preamble of the Bill. It asserted that the
Commercial Bank was possessed of assets
more than sufficient to pay all its liabilities in
full, if such assets were properly realized and
applied. The Committee to whom the Bill
was referred very properly required proof
of this statenent. Proof was given entirely
satisfactory to the Committee, and he thought
it would be satisfactory also to the people
of Canada generally. He would now explain
the object of the first clause. Under the
provisions of the Bank Charter, if a Bank
was compelled to suspend specie payments
for sixty days, its charter absolutely lapsed.
The House would see the perilous position in
which the interests of a large body of share-
holders would be placed, if, on the 21st day
of this month, the charter should be forfeited.
This clause, therefore, provided that the
charter should not lapse if the suspension of
specie payments were removed within ninety
days from the passing of this Act. It did not
interfere in any way with the rights of credi-
tors. It simply provided that an institution
which, since the lOth of October, had liqui-
dated two millions of dollars ($2,000,000) of
its liabilities, should not lose the benefits of
its charter, if it was able to return to specie
payments within ninety days from the pas-
sage of this Act.

The clause was agreed to.
On the third clause.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said that, from the evi-
dence given before the Committee, the
Commercial Bank was solvent beyond doubt.
Since the stoppage, its liabilities have been
reduced nearly one half, and there remains
due to depositors and note holders something



COMMONS DEBATES

about two millions of dollars. The Bank
proved to the Committee that they had in
cash, or its equivalent, upwards of $300,000;
in mortgages, $115,000; in real estate $260,-
000; in good notes receivable upwards of
$2,000,000; and besides they have Detroit and
Milwaukee railway bonds amounting to $1,-
800,000 which the bank values only at $900,-
000, so that the bank's assets amount to
upwards of Four Million Dollars ($4,000,000),
while liabilities were only about Two Million
Dollars ($2,000,000). The committee had the
fullest evidence of the bank's solvency, and
he desired this statement to go to the country
so that note holders should not be induced to
part with their notes.

Mr. D. A. McDonald (Glengarry), would like
to see the evidence placed before the commit-
tee published, as it would tend to re-establish
a feeling of security.

Mr. Cartwright said the Statements had
been published in all the leading daily pa-
pers.

Hon. J. S. Macdonald said, that the share-
holders had suffered from the gravest mis-
management, and that the history of the
Bank taught a very useful lesson. Legislation
would at least be of utility in showing that
the House had taken hold of the subject, and
were determined to protect the interests of
shareholders whenever jeopardized by such
practices as those of the management of this
Bank. He would like a clear and intelligible
statement of its affairs, such as everybody
might understand, and not such as were con-
prehensive only to an ex-Finance Minister.
Parliament should legislate for the want of
security in such corporations arising from the
excessive powers held by Directors. The Bill
provided no security whatever beyond that
which shareholders and depositors already
enjoyed. It was right also that time should
have been afforded to those outside the limits
of this House to satisfy themselves as to the
real position of aff airs.

Hon. Joseph Howe said that the position of
the Bank was that it had not paid its credi-
tors for sixty days, and now asked to be
relieved from the obligation to pay them for
ninety days more. If a private individual
came to them to make application for protec-
tion for the non-payment of his debts, they
would laugh at him, and the two cases were
exactly similar (no, no). It was right that
such applications should be examined with
the utmost care and deliberation, and al-
though he had no intention to question a

[Mr. Cartier (Montreal East)]

measure which had, doubtless, been already
well considered in Committee, he could not
refrain from remarking, in connection with
the subject, upon a newspaper statement that
he had recently seen, to the effect that, not
long ago, within a reasonable, or perhaps he
should rather say an unreasonable, number of
years no less than nine Canadian Banks had
failed. The Commercial Bank, in addition to
the wildest investments in railways-and he
held that Banks had no business whatever to
deal in railway bonds-possessed such an
enormous amount of bad and doubtful
debts-and when a Bank acknowledged its
debts to be doubtful they were bad in-
deed-as provided that its affairs had been
conducted with an utter absence of discretion.
If, however, it could be shown that, by the
passing of this Bill, those in charge of the
Bank would be enabled to deal fairly with all
parties having interest in its affairs the Bill
should be allowed to pass.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin said that one remark
which had fallen from his honourable friend
opposite should not be allowed to pass wi-
thout notice, namely, the astonishing state-
ment that, within a few years back, nine
Canadian Banks have failed. He had been
familiar with the affairs of Canada for the
last thirty years, and he, as well as many
other members of the House, knew perfectly
well that such was not the case. It was true
that now and then it had happened that
Banks doing business in adjoining States, and
using the name of Canada without authority,
had failed, but within his recollection there
had been but two real Canadian Bank fail-
ures, of which the Bank of Upper Canada
was the first, and the Commercial Bank the
second. As to the Bill itself it merely pro-
longed the life of the Bank for ninety days,
and did anybody imagine that letting the
Bank die would help its creditors?

Mr. Pope agreed with the last speaker that
we have not suffered, as had been stated,
from numerous such failures in Canada, and
had always been proud, and justly proud, of
our Banks, but because we had such pride
was just the reason why the most searching
enquiry should be made into every applica-
tion of this kind, and special privileges ought
not to be lightly granted, to an institution
that had cast a shadow of doubt and distrust
upon every Bank in the country. If this Bank
by speculating in railroads, by going outside
the ordinary operations of banking, had lost
money, let it go before the country as a
special case. With a million of dollars locked
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up in railroads, and a million of dollars of
doubtful debts, it was of importance that its
mismanagement should go out to the country,
to the country, which depends in a great
measure upon the solvency of its Banking
institutions, that its failure was attributable
to this exceptional cause. The country would
be thus enabled to distinguish between this
Bank and other solvent Banks, the bills of ail
of which will be made to pass as current as
gold. (Hear.)

Mr. Cartwright rose to explain the cause of
this failure, with the more confidence as
everybody in the House knew that he held no
shares in, or had no connection whatever
with, the Bank until after the railway tran-
saction which had been spoken of. And he
might here say that he had never seen a Bill
examined with half the care and assiduity
that this Bill had received at the hands of the
committee, who had sat for three or four
hours daily through four days, and had
required the strictest proof of every state-
ment of the preamble. It was shown that on
the 19th October the Bank owed four millions
and a half to shareholders and depositors,
and that in thirty-five days these liabilities
had decreased to less than two millions and a
half. Since then a further liquidation of
$100,000 had been made (hear, hear), which
affords fair grounds for believing that, if the
extension of time be granted, the Bank will
be able to settle with every one of its credi-
tors in full. After strict investigation by the
committee, it had appeared that the value of
assets were $4,800,000, of which $1,000,000 is
cash, against $2,000,000 of liabilities. One of
the principal causes of failure had been the
imprudent advances to the Great Western
Railway, and with so large an amount of
capital locked up, it had been impossible to
ascertain their real position, and to write off
all their bad debts. The distrust inspired by
the fall of the Bank of Upper Canada had
also affected them, but the real and ultimate
cause was the measure of legislation which
had been inflicted on all banking institutions
of the country. A statute more offensive, or
more deliberately mischievous, or more cal-
culated to prejudice Upper Canada, it was
impossible to conceive. Owing to such injudi-
cious legislation every bank doing business in
Upper Canada had lost money there. The
Gore Bank had been compelled to reduce
its capital from this cause. He appealed to
honourable gentlemen, members of the late
Parliament of Canada, to say if on all occa-
sions he had not called attention to the work-

ing of these legislative restrictions, and en-
deavoured to remove them. After he had
become President of the Commercial Bank,
his attention had been particularly called to
the subject, and he found that while it was
the pleasure of the Legislature to restrict by
one cast iron rule all operations, compelling
them to make no distinction between the
largest wholesale and the smallest retail cus-
tomer, but to discount for both on equal
terms, banking could not be properly carried
on. The bank had become the sleeping part-
ner of two mercantile houses, but, unlike
other sleeping partners, had shared all the
risk and none of the profits. According to the
best scrutiny he had been able to give, so
long as they should be compelled to work
under this system, forbidding all discretion-
ary distinctions, banking will be liable to
such panics. The honourable gentleman then
went into an elaborate review of the currency
Act, to which he attributed altogether the
recent failures, and after tracing the Act
through all its workings, suggested that a
joint effort should be made by the banks to
do away with the receipt of interest bearing
deposits liable to withdrawal on short notice.
He doubted if any other bank would have
been able to pay off half its liabilities if
suddenly called upon to meet the strain (hear,
hear) of so large a withdrawal of deposits.
The last point he wished to notice was the
seniority to all the bank creditors. Over and
above a capability of paying forty shillings in
the pound there is the further security of the
double liability of the shareholders, among
whom are many men of the most undoubted
position in the country. The bank having
liquidated nine-tenths of its entire liabilities,
it was quite fair to ask for an extension of
time to a reasonable period.

Dr. Parker referring to the remark that the
Currency Act had not been in operation until
two months after the suspension of the Bank
of Upper Canada, and said discussions upon
the working of the Act had previously gone
to the country, and it had been stated that it
would have the effect of jeopardizing many
banking institutions. (Hear, hear.) The Cur-
rency Act had, in his opinion, largely con-
tributed to the fall of the Bank of Upper
Canada, its effect having been to give undue
confidence to the Bank of Montreal, and to
withdraw deposits from other banks whose
bills were supposed not to be so well secured.
If the Bank of Montreal had not stood in this
exceptional position, and if the Commercial
Bank had received the assistance that it
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ought, it would have weathered the storm,
but the Bank of MontreaI had no interest in
sustaining it, not standing on the same foot-
ing, while its own bills were guaranteed by
the Government. It was a well known princi-
ple of loan that th better the security the
lower should be the rate, and it was right
that banks should discriminate, had not the
Government interfered to impose restrictions
upon them. He was sure no honourable mem-
ber desired to asperse the business of Upper
Canada as not being conducted on sound
principles, and therefore unsafe, and said that
the banks whose insolvency had been re-
ferred to by the member for Hants, held no
position and did little business. It was most
unfortunate that assistance had not been giv-
en to the Commercial Bank, as would have
been done but for the restrictions imposed by
Government.

Mr. Cartwright explained that he had not
said that business in Upper Canada was itself
unsound, but that the interference of the
Legislature had tended to make it so.

The Hon. J. S. Macdonald said that a
stigma had been cast broadest upon the
Banking institutions of the country. Now was
the time to put the saddle on the right
horse-now was the time to say had any of
the other Banks refused to come to the assist-
ance of the Commercial. It had been stated
that the Currency Act was responsible for the
fall, both of the Upper Canada and the
Commercial Banks. It had been at first
proposed to issue bonds of the Province, but
the Banks had endeavoured to throw discred-
it upon these in order to prevent their deposi-
tors from withdrawing from themselves to
invest with the Government. The conse-
quence was that the bonds were taken up to
but a small extent, and the Government was
driven back upon the other scheme. The door
had not been closed against any Banks, but
those who refused to come into the
Government scheme; and any others might
have come in in the same manner as the
Bank of Montreal. Those who had opposed
the Government, and had not so come in
were responsible for the difficulties that had
occurred. The practice of Bank Directors
transferring their capital to New York and
elsewhere, where some small profit of ex-
change was to be made, was the true cause of
such failures. Banking institutions were au-
thorized for the benefit of the whole com-
munity, not that of individual directors. The
Bill had been introduced with such unseemly

[Dr. Parker (Wellington Centre)]

haste that even marginal notes had not been
supplied. With reference to the power
proposed to be given to the directors to make
assignment to trustees if no amalgamation
should have been effected within three
months. He thought that a general meeting of
shareholders should be first called and con-,
sulted. The history of the Bank of Upper
Canada gave ample warning that when the
time for winding up came those who had
appointed directors should be consulted. The
House, as composed of men of honour, should
deal with these as with their own private
affairs.

Mr. Cartwright-On the day previous
to suspension the Bank had paid all its bal-
ances due in Montreal by means of a loan
from the Bank of British North America, and
had on the 27th November paid to the Bank
of Montreal $260,000.

Mr. Gibbs said that so far as the bank was
concerned with which he was connected, it
was ready to contribute its quota of whatever
sum might be required, in order that the
Commercial Bank might maintain its position.
Almost every other bank was also willing to
do the same. The Bank of Montreal had
issued a manifesto and the gentlemen pres-
ent at the Bank meeting, held at Montreal
on the 21st of October, also issued their
report; and while on the one hand the Bank
of Montreal might seem to be extending as-
sistance necessary to maintain the Com-
mercial in its position, on the other, it was
doing that which prevented any arrangement
being carried out. Whether that was correct
he could not say, as he was not present. He
regretted that the President of the Bank, Mr.
John Simpson, was not present, and he be-
lieved, had he and - other gentlemen been
present, the Commercial Bank would still be
in active existence. He felt warmly attached
to the Commercial-being individually in-
debted to it for whatever position he now
occupied. Remembering that, he did feel very
much interested in the affairs of the Com-
mercial Bank; but, notwithstanding this, he
was inclined to think good had resulted from
its suspension. Confidence had been inspired
in the financial institutions of the country.
With reference to the Bill before the House,
he could testify that it underwent careful
revision at the hands of the committee. Some
important changes had been made in the
provision of the Bill, and among these one in
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regard to the manner in which the directors
should be elected. The modern idea had been
adopted of allowing men to be represented
according to the amount of stock they held,
which he believed a correct principle. (Hear,
hear). With reference to the amount of stock
which should qualify a man for a director,
there were different opinions. He believed the
Charter fixed it at $2,000. That the Bank was
not insolvent was shown by the fact that its
bills were held at 95. The public believed that
it would be successfully carried through, and
if this was done the gentlemen in charge
would receive the thanks of the country, and
would deserve well at the hands of share-
holders. He did not think it advisable at
present to go into the general subject of
banking. The country was anxious with re-
spect to legislation on this subject, and he
trusted the Government would lose no time
in bringing down their measures bearing on
it.

Mr. Mackenzie said the President of the
Commercial Bank (Mr. Cartwright), had chos-
en not only to give what he (Mr. Mackenzie)
thought wrong reasons for the failure of the
Bank, but to enter on a discussion of banking
in general and give reasons why a different
system of banking should be inaugurated in
Canada. He thought the honourable gentle-
man would have done better to have confined
himself to the matter before the House. He
had assigned as almost the sole reason for the
failure of the Bank the withdrawal of confi-
dence on the part of shareholders. There
must have been some reason for the with-
drawal of confidence, and he (Mr. Mac-
kenzie), believed it was to be found in the
excessively bad management of some years
ago. Not less than $1,800,000 had been ad-
vanced in an extremely reckless way to the
Detroit and Milwaukee Railroad. As regarded
the injury done to the Bank by the restrictive
system which was still applied to them but
not to other parties, he admitted the fact to
some extent, and was prepared to consider
favourably the removal of those disabilities
when the subject came properly before the
House. He must take exception, however, to
that being assigned as the cause of the dis-
turbance of commercial operations in the
Western Province. He must also take excep-
tion to the honourable gentleman's extraordi-
nary statement that Canada was the only
country in the civilized world where banks
were affected by such restrictive laws. This
was qu'te incorrect, unless the honourable
gentleman very much restricted his definition
of what constituted the civilized world. As
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regarded the issue of Provincial Debentures
last year, he believed the whole amount of
them would have been taken up if a reasona-
ble time had been allowed. He regarded this
Bill as being in the interest of all the parties
concerned, and was therefore in favour of its
being passed; but he did not think this was
the time to discuss the whole banking system
of the country, which would very soon come
fairly and directly before the House for dis-
cussion.

Mr. Street thought the subject of banking
generally of too large a scope to go into at
present, on a private Bill. He belleved there
could be no objection to granting the Com-
mercial Bank the power of amalgamation
sought for. In regard to refusal of the banks
to extend assistance, he said the Bank in
Hamilton, of which he was President, had
received no notice of the meeting or it would
gladly have afforded what aid it could. He
did not blame the bank legislation of last
session for the stoppage of the Commercial
Bank, but believed the bankers in the House
made a mistake in not accepting the proposi-
tion of the Government as it was brought
down, and then they would not have been
under the control of one institution.

Hon. Mr. Holion-Ought not Government to
have been wise enough to have resisted the
restrictions sought to be imposed on that
Bill?

Hon. Mr. Howland-Government did not
propose to force the Bill; it was permissive in
character.

Mr. Street believed the influence of the
bankers and others would have produced
such an impression on the Government as to
have induced them not to go on with the
measure, but he acknowledged he had erred
in judgment.

Hon. J. H. Cameron thought when the
House knew the cause for such special legis-
lation, it should proceed with the Bill. The
Bank had to come to the Legislature because
corporations could not avail themselves of the
Insolvency Act, like private individuals.

Mr. Metcalfe said the Government never
really intended that the Provincial Deben-
tures of last year should be taken up. They
were a sham and a delusion. At the time the
Bill for their issue was brought forward, the
legal tender notes were engraved and clerks
were engaged in signing them. If a farmer
wanted to invest in the debentures he could
get no satisfaction. The agents of the Bank of
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Montreal would almost refuse to take his
money. When the Government gave enlarged
powers to the Bank of Montreal, what did it
do? It fell on the Government itself and
shaved it. Mr. King, the great barber of this
mighty shaving institution, compelled the
Government to take English exchange at 2
per cent above the current rate, and then he
issued his orders to the other banks to give
him so much gold or he would destroy them.
The Cashier of the Commercial Bank went
down on his knees and gave the Bank of
Montreal what they asked, $200,000 in gold
for greenbacks. There was no doubt that the
late Minister of Finance and the Bank of
Montreal were the cause of the failure of the
Commercial Bank.

Hon. Mr. Howland said the honourable
gentleman who had just spoken was entirely
wrong as to the course taken by the Gov-
ernment in the issue of debentures. He was
wrong as to the provincial notes having been
prepared and signed. The Government in
consenting to issue debentures, yielded to the
express desire of members of this House. The
banks themselves all urged it, and the leader
of the Opposition at that time particularly
declared, if Government would only issue
debentures they would get all the money they
wanted. It was understood, however, by the
House that Government had certain engage-
ments to meet within a given time. Notice
was at once given to the parties who desired
to invest to deposit their money in the agen-
cies of the Government.

Mr. Mackenzie-Of the Montreal Bank.

Hon. Mr. Howland-Yes; they were the
only agencies of the Government.

Mr. Mackenzie-Will the honourable gen-
tleman say that that was furnishing the
facilities for getting the debentures which
were promised by Government?

Hon. Mr. Howland-Yes; he did say that
most decidedly, and at points where there
were no agencies of the Bank of Montreal,
the arrangement with that Bank was that
they should employ agencies of the Com-
mercial Bank. The longest possible time that
:ircumstances would admit of was given, but
the fact was, that the moment the measure
which the representatives of the Banks had
urged on the Government was put in force,
they at once saw that they had made a
mistake, and that the surplus means of the
country which they held in the shape of
deposits would be taken from them to be

[Mr. Metcalfe (York East)]

invested in debentures. The greatest anxiety
was then displayed by the banks to have the
issue of debentures closed as soon as possible.
As far as the Government was concerned
they had carried out in good faith all they
had pledged themselves to in that matter.

Hon. Mr. Holon said the member for
Lennox, (Mr. Cartwright) had asserted that
there was no connection whatever between
the currency legislation of last session and
the embarrassment of the Commercial Bank.
He (Mr. Holton) wished to say that he would
be no party to importing into a discussion on
this private Bill the merits or demerits of the
currency Bill, and it must not be understood
that the member for Lennox was authorized
to speak on behalf of the directors of the
Commercial Bank, when he expressed that
opinion.

After the Recess,

Mr. Morris moved the adoption of the third
clause.-Carried.

The remaining clauses of the Bill were
then adopted and the Bill was reported as
agreed to,

On the motion that the Bill be read a third
time to-morrow.

Hon. Sandfield Macdonald spoke against
hurrying the Bill through in such a rigid
manner.

Hon. Mr. Holton said he never knew a
private Bill to receive so thorough an investi-
gation as this. It was thoroughly considered
in committee, and came back last Saturday
much changed, and was reprinted. The differ-
ent clauses had now been read from the
Chair, and fixing the third reading for to-
morrow was not "hurrying it through." He
hoped his honourable friend ýwould be as
particular in giving his Government measures
as much consideration as he wished given to
this.

Mr. Mackenzie expressed the hope that his
honourable friend from Cornwall, for the
sake of the House and country, would en-
lighten them as much in future as he had
to-day, and that he would not shun discus-
sions upon topics more immediately concern-
ing himself and his Government.

Hon. Sandfield Macdonald said when they
supported a measure they had no objection to
record their votes; but on the other side of
the House, after using strong arguments, they
always backed out before bringing a question
to the vote. By thus delaying the business of
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the country, they were doing Government
good service, by giving them time to prepare
their measures. He would always take an
independent position, and support Govern-
ment measures when he thought them right.

Mr. Mills did not think it would be a fair
expression of the opinion of the House to
take a vote when so many members of the
Opposition were absent. The honourable
member for Cornwall had expressed himself
as being in harmony with the Government,
and then found fault with the honourable
member for Lambton, because he played into
the hands of the Government, by obstructing
the business of the House. He had intimated
his intention of taking an independent course,
but he (Mr. Mills) did not think he could do
so as his position here might affect his Gov-
ernment at Ontario.

The motion was then adopted.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY

On motion of Sir John, the House then
went into Committee of the Whole on the
resolutions respecting the Intercolonial
Railway.

In Committee, Sir John said it was useless
discussing whether the road should be built
or not, as that was provided for In terms of
the Union Act. In reference to the clause
asking for power to raise a further loan of
one million, without the Imperial guarantee,
it was rendered necessary by the provision of
the guarantee Act which requires that the
Canadian Government should raise a loan
sufficient to complete the road and put it into
good working order. It was important that
the railway should be built as speedily as
possible. Therefore in order to avoid any
objection which might arise in England to
granting the Imperial guarantee, on account
of the small amount additional the Canadian
Government had raised, the Government
thought it fit to ask for an amount fully
sufficient to complete the road, and thus pre-
vent any delay in securing the Imperial gua-
rantee. He would like to see the fullest dis-
cussion on these resolutions, but he intended
to-morrow to introduce a Bill respecting the
railway, and he would ask the House to
postpone discussion on the resolutions till
then. Resolutions would be incorporated in
the Bill, and after it was printed and dis-
tributed among members there might be a
full discussion on the whole subject.
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Mr. Anglin asked what day they might
expect the Bill to come up for a second
reading.

Sir John A. Macdonald replied on Thurs-
day.

The resolutions were then passed one by
one without discussion. Report to be received
to-morrow.

MR. ROSE'S FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Sir John A. Macdonald stated that to-mor-
row the Minister of Finance would make his
financial statement, after which the Minister
of Public Works would invite the attention of
the House to the resolution respecting the
Northwest Territory.

Hon. Mr. Holton asked if the statement of
the Minister of Finance would be given ir,
Committee of Supply.

Sir John A. Macdonald believed not.

Hon. Mr. Holion said in that case he sup-
posed it was not properly the financial state-
ment which Mr. Rose would make, but a
statement of how he proposed to deal with
the financial business.

Sir John A. Macdonald-The honourable
gentleman had stated correctly what was in-
tended. The statement would also include
explanations with regard to the tariff.

The House adjourned at half-past eight.

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. McCallum-Enquiry whether it is the
intention of Government to reduce or abolish
the toll on the bridge across the Grand River
at Dunville.

Mr. Stephenson-Address for copies of all
Orders-in-Council and Correspondence relat-
ing to transfer of the Rondeau Harbour, and
Public Works therewith connected with the
Rondeau and St. Clair Plank Road Company,
and the resumption of said harbour and
works from said Company, with statement of
what was actually paid for said harbour and
the time it was in possession of the Company.

Hon. Mr. Howe-Enquiry whether any
financial statement is to be made before ad-
journment and whether the tariff is to be
submitted and when.

Mr. Savary--Address for return of all fines
imposed and seizures made in the county of
Digby for breaches of the revenue laws since
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the lst day of July last, showing the amount
realized from fines imposed and seizures, and
how much remitted with reasons therefor,
specially all correspondence between the
Government and their agents in Nova Scotia
on the one hand and owners of the vessel
called the 'Union', owned in said county, on
the other, relative to the seizure of the said
vessel, and of other property, and the imposi-
tion of a fine upon the said owners for
violating said revenue laws.

Mr. Morris-Addresses for copies of maps
furnished to the Government of the late
Province of Canada by the Hudson's Bay
Company, and showing respectively the terri-
tory now claimed by that Company, and the
portion of land claimed by them which the
Company proposed to surrender to the
Crown.

[Mr. Savary (Digby)]
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Mr. Thompson-Enquiry whether the Gov-
ernment intend to continue the office of
Queen's Printer, or propose taking any steps to
introduce something more economical instead.

Mr. Thompson-Enquiry whether the Gov-
ernment intend to re-establish a Customs
House at Caledonia.

Mr. Thompson-Address for return of all
moneys paid to the Indian Department by
Superintendant Gilkinson, of the Six Nations
Indians, during the last four years; also,
amount of dues for lumber and license fees
collected from Indians and white people.

Mr. Thompson-Address for return of pre-
sent Indian populations of the Indian Re-
serves in each of the Townships of Oneida
and Tuscarora, on Grand River; the number
of acres occupied and cultivated in each
Township by said Indians.
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Wednesday, December 4. 1867

The Speaker took the Chair at three
o'clock.

CANADIAN INLAND NAVIGATION COM-
PANY

Hon. Mr. Holton presented a report from
the Committee on Banking and Commerce,
reporting the Bill to amend the Acts incor-
porating the Canadian Inland Steam Navi-
gation Company, with several amendments.

BANK OF UPPER CANADA

Mr. Mackenzie presented the petition of
Timothy Lloyd and other shareholders of the
Bank of Upper Canada, praying for certain
amendments to the Bill now before the
House.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILROAD ROUTE

Dr. Tupper presented a petition from the
inhabitants of the County of Cumberland,
relative to the route of the Intercolonial
Railway.

REPORTING THE DEBATES

Mr. Mackenzie, in submitting the fourth
report of the Printing Committee, which
treated of the subject of an official report of
the debates, explained the nature of what the
Committee considered was the only available
scheme for having such a report. They
recommended that arrangements be made
with the reporters on the same terms as
applied to the official report of the Confed-
eration debates in 1865, and that the offer of
Messrs. Hunter & Rose to print the debates
on the same terms as the other printing of
the House, be accepted. They proposed that
the report for both Houses should average 14
columns, equal to those of THE GLOBE or
LEADER per day, and that the printers
should furnish 2,000 copies daily in quarto
form, and 500 bound copies at the end of the
session in octavo form. The maximum ex-
pense for a session of 12 weeks, if the
speeches were printed only in the language in
which delivered, would be $7,801; if pub-

lished in both languages-the French
speeches being translated into English, and
the English into French-the additional ex-
pense would be $4,218, making a total max-
imum expense of about $12,000. Thirty-six
hours would be allowed between the first
publication and the transference of the mat-
ter into book form, to allow members to
make verbal corrections in the reports of
their speeches. He stated he would move the
adoption of the report to-morrow.

Sir J. A. Macdonald objected to that fea-
ture of the scheme which allowed members to
revise their speeches, and suggested that, as
in the case of Hansard, there should be a
responsible editor who would see that there
was no garbling of the reports.

Mr. D. A. McDonald feared that such a
report would be the occasion of long
speeches, instancing the occasion of a similar
report being made of the debates relative to
Confederation at Quebec as being the cause
of speeches lasting for two days. He hoped
that some check would be put upon those
gentlemen who are eternally on their legs.
(Laughter.)

Mr. F. Jones believed that the country did
not feel very deeply on the subject, and was
not extremely anxious for such a report as
had been suggested. The reporters for the
different newspapers gave the substance of
all speeches fairly, although they did not
always report his own at the length he con-
sidered they merited, (laughter). Most honour-
able members, however, set a much higher
value upon their own efforts than was set
upon them by the country, (much laughter.)
With all the heavy expenses of the Inter-
colonial Railway, and the Northwestern ex-
tensions to be provided for, he, as an in-
dependent member, was not prepared to vote
$12,000 for such a purpose, and would record
his vote against it whenever it might come
up. (Hear, hear.) According to the proposal
the fourteen columns might be filled say at
nine o'clock, and when he, or any other
member, rose to deliver a most able speech
(laughter,) after that hour, there would be no
space for him. Any honourable member fond
of talking might take the whole fourteen
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columns to himself. It was a monstrous
proposition. (Much laughter.)

Mr. Dufresne held that the best possible
safeguard against long speeches would be
absolute verbatim reporting (laughter.).

After some further discussion between
Messrs. Cartwright, Mackenzie, and Bodwell,
the latter remarking that even already every
member was desirous of being heard, the
subject dropped.

Mr. Walsh moved a resolution declaring it
expedient that American silver be a legal
tender at the rate of 80 cents on the dollar.
He remarked that the quantity of American
silver introduced into Western Canada has
become a serious grievance. Since he had put
his resolution on paper, he had learned that
the merchants of New Brunswick had, irre-
spective of the action of Parliament, taken
steps to secure the same object which this
iotion sought. They had agreed to take
American silver only at 80 cents on the
dollar. The result was to drive out of circula-
tion American silver, and no inconvenience
had been experienced since that time. He was
aware that this subject belonged peculiarly to
the Government. He had desired before
bringing up his motion to consult with the
Finance Minister. However, he had failed to
find that gentleman, and thought it no harm
to bring the matter before the House, and
direct the attention of government to it. It
was needless to give any lengthened remarks
to the subject, he would simply leave the
motion in the hands of the House.

Hon. Mr. Rose hoped his honourable friend
would withdraw his motion. The question
was one with which Government must deal,
and Government alone. The whole question
of the currency was engaging the earnest
attention of the Government, and they were
prepared to deal with the question of
American silver as well as other questions of
currency. With this assurance he hoped his
honourable friend would withdraw his mo-
tion.

Mr. Walsh could scarcely expect the ques-
tion to be dealt with during this part of the
session. It would be useless for him, consider-
ing the strength of the Government to press
his motion. However, he felt it was his duty to
impress upon Government the necessity of
.dealing as early as possible with this question,

[Mr. F. Jones (Leeds North and Grenville North)]

and seeing that Government had pledged
themselves to deal with the question he would
withdraw his motion.

Mr. McDonald (Glengarry), thought a
measure of this kind would not have the
desired effect. The only way to get rid of the
grievance was to prevent American silver
from being used and drive it out of the
country altogether.

The motion was then withdrawn.

RATE OF INTEREST

In reply to Mr. J. S. Ross

Hon. Mr. Rose stated that the whole ques-
tion as to the rate of interest on money was
now under the consideration of the Gov-
ernment.

THE BRUNSWICK RAILWAY

In reply to Hon. Mr. Smith,

Sir John A. Macdonald said that the ques-
tion of the right of action to persons sustain-
ing injury, or damage, by the negligence or
default of the officers of the Government
railway in New Brunswick would be looked
into immediately in connection with the
changed relations of that railway in conse-
quence of this Union.

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

In reply to Hon. Mr. Connell,

Hon. Mr. Rose stated it was the intention of
the Government to include in the estimates a
sum for the purpose of a Geological Survey,
and portions of it would be spent in the
Provinces of Nova Scotia and New Brun-
swick.

LIBRARY COMMITTEE

Sir John A. Macdonald moved the appoint-
ment of a Select Committee to assist Mr.
Speaker in the direction of the Library of
Parliament, so far as the interests of this
House are concerned, to consist of Messrs.
Cartier, J. S. McDonald, MacDougall, Dorion,
Fisher, Smith, Tupper, Morris, Blanchet,
Chamberlain, Mills and the mover. Carried.

NEWSPAPER POSTAGE REVENUE

Hon. Mr. Connell moved for a return show-
ing the amount received by the Post Office
Department for postage on newspapers for
the financial year ending 30th June, 1867.
Carried.
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TAX ON BANK CIRCULATION

Hon. Mr. Connell moved for a return,
showing the amount received from the
Banking Institutions of Canada as a tax on
their circulation, etc. Carried.

BOUNDARIES OF UPPER CANADA

Mr. Masson moved an address for informa-
tion with regard to the sums paid, etc. in
effecting the final settlement of the boundary
lines between the late Province of Upper
Canada and Lower Canada.

Hon. J. S. Macdonald said it would be a
work of months to compile the documents
relating to all the lots of land affected by the
boundary lines. All that was necessary was
the documents respecting unsettled claims.

Mr. Dufresne said a great many landhold-
ers had never been paid for damages they
had sustained. Some parties had received
payments for damages on land which did not
belong to them. The object of the motion was
to obtain necessary documents, so that parties
complaining might obtain redress in a court
of justice.

Hon. J. S. Macdonald submitted that the
mover of the motion was taking the wrong
course to secure his object. If any parties had
not received compensation for damages, they
ought to petition the House for redress, and a
committee could then be granted who could
ask for the documents relating only to the
parties aggrieved. But the mover of the mo-
tion asked for returns of those who have been
paid as well as those who have not.

Mr. Dufresne maintained that it was only
in a court of justice that redress could be
obtained. The object of the motion was to
find out who really had titles along the
boundary, so that their claims could be set-
tled by the courts.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said the Government had
no objection to this motion. At the same time,
the honourable mover could not expect from
the Dominion Government the papers they
did not possess. The Commissioner of Crown
Lands of the former Province of Canada was
the person who had charge of this matter,
and as that department was now in the hands
of the Local Government the mover would
have to apply to the Government of Quebec
or Ontario, as the case might be. The motion
was agreed to.

THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Hon. Mr. Rose said before the House went
into the consideration of the order of the day,
he desired to offer a few remarks. He was
most anxious at the earliest possible moment
to address the House on the financial condi-
tion of the Dominion. That, however, could not
be done with due regard to the convenience
of members till there had been brought down
certain returns that were now in a state of
preparation. It was, of course, desirable that
the House should be in possession not only of
a statement showing the revenue and expen-
diture of the old Province of Canada from
30th June, 1866, till 30th June 1867, but also a
statement showing the income and expendi-
ture of the Dominion from lst July last up to
the present day. The officers of the depart-
ment had been engaged for some time in the
preparation of these statements, and they
were now nearly ready to be laid before the
House. They would show the amount of reve-
nue and expenditure of the Dominion from
lst July last to 30th November. He had hoped
to be able to go on with his financial state-
ment to-morrow, but the necessity of mem-
bers having possession of the statement he
had referred to rendered a postponement ad-
visable. He would, therefore, ask the House to
meet on Saturday. The documents would be
printed and distributed on Friday night, or
early on Saturday morning, and if the House
would meet at 2 o'clock he would be prepared
to make a statement of the financial condition
of the country. The Government also would
then be prepared to bring down their meas-
ures affecting Custom duties and internal
revenue.

Hon. Mr. Holton had no objection to meet-
ing on Saturday, as he and gentlemen in
opposition were anxious for the House to
close as early as possible; but some prelimi-
nary steps had to be taken before the House
could go into Committee of the Whole on the
tariff. If on Saturday the honourable gentle-
man merely made his financial statement and
took a vote of supply, next week would be
well advanced before, under the rules of the
House, he could proceed with his tariff meas-
ure.

Hon. Mr. Rose said regular notice would be
given to enable the House to go into Com-
mittee of Ways and Means. All the formal
proceedings necessary to be taken by the
Minister of Customs and Excise would be
taken.
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Hon. Mr. Holton would like to know of the
honourable gentleman if he intended to bring
down the estimates on Saturday.

Hon. Mr. Rose said it would be impossible
to bring down the estimates on that day, but
the fullest information possible would be giv-
en.

Hon. Mr. Holion said he took it for granted
that in the statement the honourable gentle-
man had referred to as in the course of
preparation, the policy of the Government in
reference to increasing the number of depart-
ments, and dividing the duties of the old
departments, would be fairly laid before the
House. He would like to ask if such was the
case.

Hon. Sir J. A. Macdonald could not accept
the honourable member's injunction as to
what they should do, but would take that
course which was in their own opinion the
proper one, and which they believed would
be entirely satisfactory to the House. The
honourable Premier, in reply to Mr. Holton,
who complained that he had flung defiance
across the House, further begged to assure
the honourable member for Chateauguay that
he had no intention of speaking otherwise
than with the utmost courtesy, and had far
too high an opinion of his honourable friend's
prowess to defy him lightly. He would much
prefer to lead him (a laugh), and would
always rather take him in flank than in front.
(Laughter.)

INCORPORATION OF RUPERT'S LAND,
ETC.

Hon. Mr. McDougall, in rising to move the
resolutions of which he had given notice, was
not without apprehension that he should fail
to put the House in possession of a proper
idea on a subject of so great magnitude and
importance. It would not be necessary to
inform them that since the close of the
American war the Union of the British people
inhabiting the northern portion of North
America had been ardently looked to by all
British statesmen. The dream of the patriot
and the speculation of the political philoso-
pher had been of the destiny that should
unite these British people in one nationality
from one ocean to the other. In 1864, com-
pelled by the logic of events, which moved
faster than the patriot's dream or the philoso-
pher's speculation, representatives of these
Provinces had met in Quebec to consider
what was necessary to be done for their own
protection and security, with consideration to

the novel events transpiring on this continent.
The result of their deliberations had been the
proposal of a scheme of Union which had the
consent of the Imperial Government, and had
been laid before, and ratified by, the Imperial
Legislature, and had now become the law of
the land. Among the many important provi-
sions their Act contained was one conferring
power to unite all territory north of the 49th
parallel acknowledging English rule into one
Dominion. The first resolution, which asserts
that it would be for the general advantage of
the Dominion that its authority should be
extended westward to the Pacific Ocean was,
he imagined, one which was not likely to
provoke question or discussion, and on which
it would not be necessary for him to dwell, or
to enter upon much argument to demonstrate.
Regarding the second resolution, referring to
the colonisation of the lands watered by the
Saskatchewan and Assiniboine, an opinion
had got about that this great Northwest
Territory, occupied by the Hudson's Bay
Company, was not adapted for cultivation or
civilization, and was only suited to the trad-
ing purposes which the company had made it
serve. But the authority of the most reliable
explorers, among whom Capt. Palliser, who
had been employed to make his survey by the
Imperial Government, was especially worthy
of credence, during the last ten or fifteen
years had established that the territory con-
tains a great interior basin which, though
lying geographically far to the north, was
well adapted to the production of grain, and
possessed a climate quite equal to that of the
locality where they were then assembled. He
himself had consulted numbers of these au-
thorities, and marked many of their passages,
but would not occupy the House at great
length in quoting from them. He would,
however, make brief reference to the state-
ments of Capt. Palliser, an able British offi-
cer, who had been charged to explore the
Rocky Mountains, to discover a pass over
which a railroad could be run, and to exam-
ine the country along the south branch of the
Saskatchewan to ascertain if it were fit for
settlement, if it were a mere arid plain, or a
tract of arable land fit for the residence of
man. Capt. Palliser had been successful in
finding, along the skirts of the Rocky
Mountains, such a country, of which he had
made a thorough exploration. It was the
opinion of gentlemen from the eastern dis-
tricts that the north western climate was so
severe, and the summer there so short, as to
make it impossible to grow those productions
necessary for the sustenance of man. He
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would read from Captain Palliser what that
officer reported upon this subject. The honou-
rable member here read at some length, from
the volume referred to, in which the soil, the
minerals, and the climate of the district are
very favourably spoken of. That was a fair
statement of the capabilities of the great
region, which it was proposed to ask the
Imperial Government to hand over to the
Dominion. There was already a population of
ten thousand persons in the Valley of the Red
River, engaged in the arts of husbandry and
in hunting, which was sufficient evidence that
commercial advantages could not fail to flow
from the extension of the Dominion in their
direction. There had been an Imperial inten-
tion at one period of establishing a colony
there, which would have embraced an area of
240,000 square miles, the greatest part of
which was fit for cultivation. It was impossi-
ble for the Hudson's Bay Company to provide
a government to meet the requirements of a
colony whose commercial interests would be
in opposition to their own, although they had
been able to govern Indians successfully, and
there could be no expectation that extended
settlements would be made in this direction
until some change had been effected. Indeed,
the Hudson's Bay Company were themselves
convinced that their sway was near its termi-
nation, and had not of late been very par-
ticular in the performance of their duties.
The fourth resolution referred to the clause
of our Union Act, under which this annexa-
tion was to be effected. It was provided that
nothing more should be required to transfer
to us the rights held to-day over the whole of
this territory by the Imperial Government,
than the assent of an Order-in-Council to an
address from our own Legislature. We shall
hold this territory subject to settlement of all
just claims which may be advanced to any
portion of it, and the question of the claims
of the Hudson's Bay Company, who assert
territorial rights under a charter granted
them in 1670 by a king of England, will
necessarily engage attention. The Govern-
ment of Canada has at no time admitted the
claim which the company advance over the
whole tract between our boundary and the
Rocky Mountains; the Government of Canada
has at no time admitted the validity of the
charter. The Company is, however, an estab-
lished fact, having houses, servants, and
ships, engaged in trade over the whole terri-
tory assuming to exercise government there,
and holding what assumes to be sufficient
authority for the rights to which they pre-
tend, and the subject of their rights is not
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one which can be decided without hearing
both sides of the question, upon which he did
not propose to express the opinion of the
Government, although he might say for him-
self that the right assumed to trade exclu-
sively be regarded as no right at all. The
Company, claiming under their charter what-
ever rights that it might give them, could
only fairly pretend to have authority over
Rupert's Land, as the district immediately
round the Hudson's Bay was called. They
could have no pretension to the basin of Lake
Winnipeg, or the Valley of the Saskatchewan,
because a charter of King Charles could not
assume to grant them rights over a country
at that date in the possession of the subjects
of another prince. He had lately seen, when
visiting Paris at the time of the Exhibition,
maps and documents which left no doubt but
that the North West Territory was in the
hands of the French at the date of the
Company's charter. It was not, however, in-
tended to ask the Legislature to pronounce a
decision upon this question. If the Company
are able to prove that their charter is valid for
some purpose, all that will be necessary is to
agree with them upon the conditions on
which their rights shall be transferred. The
Company have been themselves anxious for
such a transfer at a proper rate of compensa-
tion, and in 1865 there had been a discussion
upon the subject, between them and gentle-
men representing Canada, and it had been
reported that the best arrangement would be
to pay a specific sum for the relinquishment
of the whole of the company's pretensions,
and that this amount, whatever it might be,
should be obtained under the guarantee of
the Imperial Government. But, while this
guarantee was agreed to, doubt had been
thrown upon the Company's right to compen-
sation at all, and it had been claimed, and
was now claimed, and would be further
claimed for Canada, that such rights could
not be maintained. But, at the same time, it
would not be in accordance with our concep-
tion of the principles of honour and honesty,
to treat the pretensions to such rights as
having no existence. The effect of the an-
ticipated transfer would be to give this
Parliament authority to make laws for the
whole region, to go into the basin of Lake
Winnipeg as part and parcel of Canada, as-
suming the Company to be only squatters
there, having their remedy in a court of law
if dispossessed wrongfully. The Seventh
Resolution referred to the Indian inhabitants,
of whom there were large numbers, though
not so large as formerly, scattered over the
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whole territory. It had been the practice of
our Government to recognize some rights as
belonging to the aborigines of the country,
making treaties with them, and giving them
compensation for their lands-dealing with
them in a measure as with minors incapable
of the management of their own affairs, but
always acting generously towards them. The
Company had never pretended to extinguish
these aboriginal rights which had preceded
theirs. A settlement must be come to with the
Indians for the sake of the protection of the
Colonists. He was glad to say that in Canada
we had no difficulty in dealing with Indians,
which was experienced in the United States,
and the reason was that we had acted justly
towards them, and desired to continue to do
so. The propof ed annexation was a matter
which every member who had given attention
to public affairs must have well considered.
The Government, believing it to be one of
very great importance, had thought them-
selves justified in appropriating a sum of
money in opening a road from Long Bay to
Lake Superior towards the Red River, the
expense of which, though entirely within the
Province of Ontario, might, in view of its
general advantage, be made chargeable to the
Dominion, and would be found to have been
well expended towards promoting the
progress of the settlement. Important discov-
eries of silver mines had already resulted,
and American companies were even now es-
tablished there. He had been assured that if
the Government were to offer lands on easy
terms along the route a large portion would
be taken up readily.

AFTER RECESS

Hon. Mr. McDougall continued the debate,
stating that in pursuance of the principle of
Confederation, an appropriation had been
made toward a road, intended to connect
Lake Superior with the Red River. The re-
ports of those employed were good, both as to
the practicability of the route and the nature
of the country, and he had no doubt but
£100,000 would complete the road to Fort
Garry. It was, of course, the first question
whether the House would consent to, and
desired the acquisition of the Red River and
the Northwestern Territory. It would certain-
ly involve a considerable expenditure, but
he believed it would not be long before it
would be self-sustaining. Already the people
of the Red River had proposed to make one
hundred miles of the road to connect them
with Lake Superior; and beyond the Red

[Mr. MeDougall (Lanark North)]

River there were no difficulties in the way of
making roads, the country being admirable for
that purpose, and what was of still more im-
portance, it was most desirable for settlement.
The object of Captain Palliser in his explora-
tions was to find a pass for a road through
the Rocky Mountains, and he bas found two
or more. Mr. Waddington, a gentleman now
in Ottawa, whom he had not met, had hoped
soon to have the honour of doing so, had
projected a road in that part of the territory.
He (Mr. McDl.) looked forward to the time
when the whole expanse from the Atlantic to
the Pacific would be peopled with a race the
same as ourselves, enjoying the same political
rights, and moving forward to the same desti-
ny. At first a good wagon road would answer
the purpose, and that at least was perfectly
practicable, but a more speedy mode of com-
munication might be necessary in a few
years. All the great rivers traversed the
shortest route across this continent in the
track of this territory, which in many of its
parts had been found to be the best grain
growing region in the world. He referred to
the report of an American gentleman,
named Taylor, who had given excellent de-
scriptions, not only of American, but also of
British territory, in the latter of which he
had computed that there were 300,000 square
miles of fertile lands only awaiting the hand
of civilization to make it productive and
wealthy. It might be asked, admitting all the
good that would ultimately flow from the
acquisition of this territory, was it prudent to
embark in the enterprise now, or were we
prepared to bear the burden of expense?
There were several reasons why we should
act, and act promptly. The inhabitants were
without Government, and the Americans
were fast pushing their way up to the British
frontier. If those who were calling upon us
for protection and assistance found that no
attention was paid to them, they must look
elsewhere, and there were already move-
ments on foot in that direction. If we would
counteract such influences we must do our
duty. There the position of the Hudson's Bay
Company was such that it must be decided at
once, by the very terms of the Act of
Confederation it had become unsettled. The
great idea of that Act was, that we should
form one people from east to west-a new
nationality side by side with the Republic,
which was our only safe and true policy. All
the relations between Great Britain and these
colonies had been changed by the great war
in the United States, and it was the opinion
of the statesmen of the Mother Country that
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we must reconstruct, and in doing so, we
must bear some burdens to provide an in-
crease of population with our own instincts,
and to whom we could offer the rights and
privileges enjoyed in the Mother Country.
With this idea the Government had resolved
to ask Great Britain to hand over to us the
sovereignty of the northwest territory. Re-
ferring to one resolution, he said that it might
be said that the Government might enter into
negotiations for this purpose without the con-
sent of Parliament, but he could assure them
that there was no such intention, and he was
prepared to consent to any modification of
the language of the resolution in that respect.
The burdens of this enterprise would fall
upon the whole people, and might be onerous
at least for a time. Still it was a duty we
owed to our country, to those who were
demanding our assistance-and he felt in
urging it, he would be supported by the
House and by the country.

Mr. Bodwell agreed in the main with the
resolutions. He conceived the wording of
them gave the Government power to deal
with the Hudson's Bay Company, and he was
happy to hear the honourable gentleman say
that he was willing to so amend them as to
obviate an inference that that Company had
any claim to the territory. Common sense
seemed to indicate that they had no legal
right, and he referred to authorities with the
object of showing that the charter of the
Hudson's Bay Company being granted by
Charles II without the consent of Parliament,
was therefore void. The boundaries were
very uncertain, and the claim now set up by
the company included a much larger territory
than the charter contemplated. He not only
considered the charter illegal, but that the
Company had failed to carry out the objects
contemplated. They did not seek to open up a
north-west passage, nor to send missionaries
to the Indians-on the contrary, they had
persecuted them-and the whole course of the
Company was opposed to the settlement of
the country. He referred to various opinions
as to the fertility of the country, quoting
from evidence taken by the House of Com-
mons which, though it should be received
with caution, showed the country was valua-
ble for settlement, both for agricultural and
mineral resources and fisheries. But we could
not conceal from ourselves that great obsta-
cles presented themselves to opening up the
territory, and that the natural line of com-
munication was from the States. But he be-
lieved once communication was opened, the
country would rapidly become settled, and it
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was capable of sustaining 30 millions of peo-
ple; and in view of this the difficulties in the
way seemed of small consideration. He be-
lieved if we were ever to assume the dignity
of a nationality to which we aspired, we must
now step in before the States obtained even
an apparent claim to this vast territory. He
felt quite willing to endorse the resolutions
before the House, with the exception of the
6th, to which he had referred, and which the
Commissioner of Public Works had pledged
himself to alter, so as to meet the wishes of
the House. He felt there was a necessity for
immediate action somewhere. He thought it
should come from the British Government in
the first instance; but if they would not
assume the responsibility of removing the
monopoly which they had created, we must
take it ourselves, if we were to build up a
great nation under British institutions on the
American continent.

Hon. Mr. Howe said this was a great ques-
tion, and he must ask the House to indulge
him while he explained the views he enter-
tained upon it. In his former address to this
House his theme was his own country, her
complaints and her wrongs, and although he
might have trespassed upon the patience of
honourable members, he would have been
recreant to the people of his own Province if
he had failed to raise his voice in protestation
against those wrongs. On this occasion, he
would try to forget that he was a Nova
Scotian-try to think himself a Canadian, and
deal with this great question from a
Canadian point of view. He would say at the
outset that it was a matter of indifference to
him whether the Government should be
turned out of office to-morrow, and as to thç
Minister of Public Works to whose speech he
would call attention, he had nothing per-
sonally but the highest opinion of the honour-
able gentleman's talents and abilities. The
House would understand, therefore, that he
would approach the consideration of the sub-
ject in no spirit of hostility either to the
Government or the Minister of Public Works.
This was, as he had said, a question of great
moment. Whether we should spend a million
or two, more or less, was a matter of small
consequences compared with this ques-
tion-whether we should expand our frontier
more than a thousand miles and attach to
ourselves a country which might possibly
involve us in war and untold expenditures.
The Minister of Public Works had told the
House that the idea of uniting that country ta
these Provinces had been a favourite idea
with the people for many years. So it was. No
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man doubted it-it had been a favourite
dream of his connected with a railway
which should extend from the Atlantic to the
Pacific; but the "philosopher's stone' was a
favourite idea, and so was "perpetual motion",
both of which were abandoned because they
did not happen to turn out realities. He had
been awakened from his dream after careful
investigation had shown to him that even if it
were possible to transport tea or other east-
ern products to England by way of Van-
couver's Island and overland rail carriage to
Halifax, it would involve a cost so much
larger than that of the present mode as to
make the route practically useless. It was by
such facts flowing into his mind that he was
cured of his dreams, and formed a new
judgment in regard to this subject. He agreed
with all that had been said by the honourable
gentleman opposite as to the fertile and valu-
able character of the North-West country,
and he agreed, moreover, that the Hudson's
Bay Company was effete and truly incapable
of governing or developing the resources of
that interesting country. While he could cor-
roborate all that had been said on these
points, he could agree also with the honoura-
ble gentleman that the Crown would approve
of these resolutions, and that the Imperial
Government were anxious that we should
step into their shoes in regard to that coun-
try. Not a doubt of it. But that was exactly
the turning point of the matter, and what we
would not do. To step into their shoes was
more than they had a right either to ask or
expect. When a boy stepped into a man's shoes
there was danger that before going very far
he would stumble and lose his shoes alto-
gether. (Laughter.) He wished very sincerely
that before this question had been brought up
for discussion, the Government had brought
down their financial scheme. If the rumours
which circulated were correct, he feared that
the Finance Minister, when he made his
statement, would be obliged to acknowledge a
deficiency of four or five millions. If that
were near the truth, it would be enough to
cause this assembly to pause before taking
the steps suggested by these resolutions. He
calculated that taking into account the pres-
ent debt of the Provinces and demands im-
pending upon them for the Intercolonial
Railway, for defence, and so on, we had a
total burden upon our shoulders of one hun-
dred and nineteen millions, which, as Tristram
Shandy would say, was a serious sum.
(Laughter). He puts it, whether in view of
such a state of things, it was not wise to
pause until at any rate we were in a position

tMr. Howe (Hants)]

to defy that bête noire of Canada, Mr. King of
the Bank of Montreal-to pause until we
were in such a condition that we need not, as
Canada did last year, go begging for two or
three millions from unwilling London agents
-to pause until this country was in a condi-
tion to hold up its head, and not go on its
knees begging for favours in the money mar-
ket. He did not believe any gigantic ideas as
to the future extent of country should induce
us to go into this scheme. The frog made
himself ridiculous when he attempted to blow
himself out to the dimensions of the ox, and
without comparing Canada to a frog, he
would say we would all be frogs if we
endeavoured to carry out this project, and
there would be plenty of croaking at the
expense if it were done, and no end of
trouble for us all. There was another thing
that ought to make the men of Canada-and,
for the time, he would consider himself a
Canadian-pause, and that was the large
sums now paid in taxation for local purposes,
being 8.60 per cent higher than what Was
paid for the same purposes in Nova Scotia.
Take it all in all, the weight of taxation in
this country ought to make every honest
legislator pause before going further. To en-
deavour to enlarge our territory under these
circumstances would be like that man who,
unable to maintain a fence around one farm,
and prevent depredation, should seek to ob-
tain more farms. What would be thought of
Belgium or Switzerland should they, with
their present population and resources take
upon themselves the government and de-
fences of large portions of contiguous coun-
tries in Europe? Would not any wise man say
that they would sacrifice their national in-
dependence, for the sake of gratifying foolish
vanity. The Minister of Public Works said so
tempting an opportunity of acquiring this
territory should not be neglected; but did we
not pray every day to be kept out of tempta-
tion, and he hoped the honourable gentleman
would not forget that prayer to-night.
(Laughter). He (Mr. Howe) did not believe jn
playing the game of England, by slipping into
her shoes at the outset of this Union, for he
had come to the conclusion that English
statesmen were over anxious to get rid of us,
and looked upon Confederation as a stepping-
stone to independence or annexation. He then
proceeded to discuss the Government of the
North-West Territory by the Hudson's Bay
Company, arguing that monopoly should have
been abolished along with slavery, the penal
laws, and other abuses. There was just as
wide a field for the labour of philanthropists
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in that country as ever existed in the slave
States of the South or the plantations of the
West Indies; for the unfortunate people of
that country were under as complete thral-
dom to the Company as negro slaves ever
were to their masters. What progress were
the Indians making under the rule of the
Company? There was not a man of these
Indians could get a grant of land, a pound of
lead or powder, but from this Company.
Their very existence depended upon the
Company. The consequence was, they had
grown rich and fat by possession of the
monopoly of the consumption of a large class
of Her Majesty's subjects. It was time that
the monopoly ceased; but this company had
been wise in its generation, and their influ-
ence in England is greater than the whole
five Provinces put together. Honourable gen-
tlemen had referred to the conduct of Mrs.
Lincoln in the neighbouring Republic, in jus-
tification of the Governor-General's large sal-
ary. It was necessary they said to prevent
the possibility of such scandalous proceedings
by giving the Governor a large salary. He
would ask them to look at the long list of
Presidents, from Washington down, noble
men, and say whether any man was ever
heard to breathe the breath of slander against
these men, or charge them with pecuniary
speculation. But what have we seen in
Canada? We find a certain Governor-General
advancing and subscribing to certain doc-
trines in reference to the Hudson Bay Com-
pany, then returning to England and accept-
ing a position in that company at two or
three thousand a year, and denying and de-
nouncing the very doctrines which he as
Governor-General had proclaimed. He gave
this instance to show that the highest salary
in the world would not make a man faithful
to his duty nor endow him with integrity or
uprightness if God Almighty had not en-
dowed him with these qualities. Look at the
diplomacy of England. No man was fonder of
England than he. He drew his blood from her
stock, replenished his mind with her history;
his associations had lived in her atmosphere;
he loved the soil upon which the old monu-
ments of industry of his forefathers rested,
but he now looked in vain upon that country
for a man with the qualities of a statesman
such as Chatham had, who would be able to
bind this great country together and make it
what it ought to be. They had not such a
man, and we were asked to go stumbling,
blundering on at haphazard to cover up the
blunders of English statesmen. No one could
look at the stupid diplomacy in relation to

the Maine boundary without feeling disgust
at the result. There was a general impression
in England among the higher and educated,
and he was sorry to say even among the
literary classes, that a good deal of North
America-to use words he had heard a noble
lord answer to a question of the poet
Rogers-was not of more value than a black
beetle. He held that England had as deep an
interest in the safety of this Province, as we
had in England's safety. Few people in
England would agree with that opinion. A
Scotchman in Edinburgh, being in the garret
on the tenth storey, with but one window,
could not be made to believe that the Pre-
mier of Ontario, or the Premier of the Do-
minion, was as good a Scotchman as himself.
Talk to him as much as you please of Hon.
Macdonalds and Hon. Macnabs; they were, in
his opinion, only colonists. The same feeling
exists in England. They forget that our ances-
tors helped to make their country what it
is-that they fought the old battles and cul-
tivated the old soil. He believed in his heart
that when England lost her North American
possessions she would lose the finest nursery
for her seamen she has, except her own coast.
(Hear, hear). It was almost worth war to
preserve her territorial rights on this conti-
nent, if only for their fishing grounds. There
were now only sixty thousand fishermen in
these Provinces, and yet to preserve this
territorial right, England would not fire a
shot. What was the present state of that
fishing question? If a Nova Scotia fisherman
imports a thousand barrels of fish into the
States, he pays $2,000 duty, while an
American fisherman by paying a paltry licen-
se-which half the time he did not pay at
all-comes to our coasts, catches our fish, and
makes $2,000 more on a thousand bar-
rels of fish than Nova Scotians could.
This made trade with New England in
fish so far as Nova Scotia was concerned
comparatively valueless. The time had come
for speaking out on all these questions. If we
are to take upon ourselves national obliga-
tions and national liabilities we should be
treated like a nation. He next referred to the
annexation of Russian America to the States,
and complained that no remonstrance had
been made by England. He could not help
thinking that Britain had lost her chance. She
spent large sums to preserve the balance of
power in Europe. When America was con-
vulsed with civil war, the Emperor of the
French wanted England to strike in and di-
vide that country into two parts, but England
refused and lost her chance. With that coun-
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t'ry divided into two parts-with Mexico a
strong power in the South, and ourselves in
the North, and two great European powers
interested in preserving the balance of power
en this continent we might have held our
ovn. But that opportunity was lost. He
thought that with the question of defence and
other important questions the Ministry had to
consider, there was quite enough to occupy
their time during this and the next session.
He would not occupy the time of the House
lônger. He had not expected to speak on this
subject till to-morrow. Before the debate
closed, he might give expression to his views
in the shape of a series of resolutions which
he would lay before the House. He did not
expect his advice would be taken, but he
would advise the Government to let the
views of Parliament on this subject go before
the people; let it remain over till after the
recess, and when they came back in Spring
they would be in a better position to act
wisely and justly with the question. (Cheers).

Mr. Gray said if any doubt had rested on
any gentleman's mind as to the propriety of
pàssing these resolutions, he thought that
doubt must have been removed by the speech
of the member for Hants. That honourable
gentleman had admitted the fertility and val-
ue of this territory. He had pointed out in
most powerful language that the Hudson's
Bay Company had sat as an incubus and
curse on the country, and he had declared
that England would not expend a farthing to
maintain our rights. If that was the case,
gould we in fairness leave our fellow coun-
trymen in the Red River settlement and in
the Saskatchewan Valley, to remain under
the curse of Hudson Bay rule, without laws,
without the enjoyment of liberty, and not do
what was in our power to extend to them the
b1essings we enjoyed ourselves? He (Mr.
Qray) was prepared to say that we had no
right to call on the British Government to
undertake the settlement and development of
the North-West. The British Government had
performed that duty towards us in these
colonies, and when under its fostering care
we had reached the important position we
now filled. We ought to say that the British
Government should not be called on to incur
one shilling of expense on account of British
America, except in case of extreme emergen-
cy, in the case of war or imminent peril. We
had no reason to anticipate any trouble of
this kind at present. He thought injustice was
done to the intelligence and morality of the
leading men of the United States, when it
was assumed that they were eternally desir-

[Mr. Howe (Hants)]

ing to grasp this country, and include it
within their own domain. On our part, our
mission at this moment was a mission of
peace and not of hostility to the United
States, and in building up this new national-
ity, we should pursue the course which had
been so successfully pursued by the people of
this country during the last forty years. They
had gone on extending their settlements,
mapping out territory after territory, and
giving the people, originally few in number,
who settled in these territories, the benefit of
their laws, and the aid derived from their
power. We could not follow a better example
with regard to our own fertile territories in
the West. And in doing this, it would not be
without prospect of ulterior benefit to our-
selves, not only to this portion of the country,
but to the people on the seaboard. What had
built up the great prosperity of the cities on
the seaboard of the United States but the
opening up of the trade of the West, and the
providing of artificial channels to bring it to
the sea. Mr. Gray went on to refer to the
policy of England in recent years in sweeping
away monopolies which had cramped the
energies of the people, and contended that a
similar course should be pursued with refer-
ence to the Hudson Bay monopoly. He allud-
ed to the very serious doubts which existed
as to the legal right of the Hudson's Bay
Company to the territory it occupied, and
pressed the opinion that its right should be
decided by a judicial decision, in preference
to the question being settled by a con-
promise. If the Company had no rights the
territory would revert to the British Crown,
which was willing to give it to us, and it
would not cost us a farthing. If according to
British law and justice, the Hudson's Bay
Company had a legal right and interest in that
territory, we should be willing to pay what
was the value of that right, for he did not
think any man in this country would wish to
take away the Company's rights to the extent
of a solitary shilling beyond what the law
gave. Mr. Gray went on to contend that the
opening up of the North-West was as much a
part of the Scheme of Confederation agreed
to by the various Provinces as was the In-
tercolonial Railway. He thought the resolu-
tions should commend themselves to every
member of the House. When the Government
asked a sum of money to carry them out it
would then be time to consider whether that
sum was excessive or not. He thought we
should not lose the opportunity which now
presented itself of acquiring these great ter-
ritories, and that it would be very unwise by
delaying the matter till another session, to
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allow the Hudson's Bay Company to create
fresh obstacles in our path.

Mr. Anglin said the impression had been
that it was not the serious intention of
Government to proceed with this scheme at
once. It would be recollected that it was only
proposed to go on with it when the finances
of the country would permit. This had been
the theme of all the delegates in the Lower
Provinces. We had no knowledge of what our
financial position was, and he doubted if the
Government knew. As to the idea of the
territory being in danger of being absorbed
by the United States if we delayed action, he
said surely a great power like Great Britain
would not permit its absorption except to
such parties, and in such a manner as she
approved of. When one Province had been
brought in against its will, and was asking to
go out, was not the time to be talking of
acquiring new territory. His constituents
were strongly opposed to the measures, and
he thought it should at least be delayed that
it might have fair consideration. If the
Government pressed it he feared it would be
carried, but it was the duty of the Govern-
ment to repress rather than to encourage the
extravagance of their followers. If they did
not do so, the dissatisfaction now existing
would be greatly increased.

Hon. Mr. Cartier, who rose after a pause
and cries of "question," referred to the large
sum recently paid by the United States for
the late Russian possessions, and in reply the
arguments drawn from the proposed heavy
expenditure on the Intercolonial line, said
that the increase in wealth consequent there-
on would quadruple the cost, and that for the
twenty millions expended there would be an
enhancement of real estate value equal to
one hundred millions. He asked were we to
grudge the paltry sum of five or six million
dollars to extend this Dominion to British
Columbia. The policy of the United States,
which had been referred to, immediately
adopted on their becoming a nationality,
had been the acquisition of fresh ter-
ritory-Louisiana first and Texas more re-
cently. If such a policy were necessary for
them, it would be also necessary for us. When
it became known in Europe that so large a
territory, able to support, as had been proved
by the Minister for Works, so many millions,
we would see the effect produced upon the
tide of immigration to our shores. Our coun-
try would be then as attractive as the United
States, which derived its prestige mainly
from its immense extent. The acquisition

ought to excite no internal jealousy, and it
would increase the importance of the whole
Dominion, and not, as the representatives of
Quebec well know, that of Ontario only. The
English Government were quite ready to
transfer the territory to us, having had suffi-
cient experience in government by compa-
nies. The Hudson's Bay Company had,
however, discharged its duties to the Indians
in a way to entitle it to honourable recollec-
tion. But the Company would have no
grounds for complaint in a simple change of
masters.

Mr. Chipman asked were all the inhabi-
tants of this territory willing to come into the
Union, or were they to be dragged in against
their will also? Were the people of the Do-
minion willing to receive all these Indians
and others? It seemed that the Government
had nothing to do but to say to this man
come! and he cometh. (Laughter). He did not
profess to be a politician, but he was a
commercial man, and he knew how a man
overwhelmed with debt, and swamped by
every kind of difficulty, if he were to propose
the purchase of extensive property, would be
looked upon. He would oppose the proposal
which, if carried, would, he supposed, be
followed by the annexation of the United
States. (Laughter.)

Mr. Simpson defended the Hudson's Bay
Company from the charge of neglect to the
Indians, and spoke of the climate of the
North-West Territory as being equal to any
part of Canada he had ever known. It was
necessary to take possession of the Red River
country for the protection of the Northern
shores of Lake Superior, the part of the
country from which he had come, and which
had been too much neglected. He asked why
we did not pay for our public works in
these wild districts, as the United States did,
in the grant of our wastelands, which would
never otherwise be settled. The North-West
country abounded with untold mineral
wealth, and yet we had not one mine, or any
enterprise established there, except that of
one small steamer supported by the subsidy
of a small mill. The honourable member gave
an interesting account of the Indians of the
far West, with whom he had been familiar
from boyhood, and whom he characterized as
quite incapable of receiving civilization. He
believed, despite of the Missionary reports
which go out year after year, that they were
now no nearer Christianity than when Mis-
sionary efforts first began, and this he at-
tributed partly to the unseemly competition
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among Christian sects. He had no doubt of
the validity of the charter of the Hudson's
Bay Company, in whose stock English
capitalists had invested so largely. The
honourable member, who spoke at considera-
ble length, was much applauded as he
resumed his seat.

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald, the
House concurred in the resolutions reported
from Committee of the Whole, relative to the
construction of the ýIntercolonial Railway.

Sir John A. Macdonald then introduced a
Bill on the same subject, and said it was
printed and ready for immediate distribution.

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald the
Bill relating to the Commercial Bank was
read a 3rd time and passed.

The House adjourned at a quarter to 12
o'clock.

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. McCallum--Address for the names of
ail vessels purchased by Government and
employed as gun-boats in 1866 and 1867, the
age, class, tonnage, and price paid for each,
names of parties from whom purchased, the
amount paid for fuel, etc.

Mr. Masson (Soulanges)-Bill to make
weights and measures uniform throughout
the Dominion.

Mr. Bown-Address for various particulars
respecting the prosecution instituted against
Indians in the County of Brant, during the
five years ending July lst, 1867.

Mr. Oliver-Address for a statement of the
amount due to the Government by the Bank
of Upper Canada on the lst July, 1866, and
the amount due at this date; also, all corre-
spondence between the Government and the
Bank relative to the said debt during the
above period.

Mr. Connell-Address for return showing
the amount received by Govermnent in stamp
duties during the year ending 30th June,
1867.

Mr. Harrison-That the petition from the
cigar manufacturers, residents in many of the
principal cities and towns of the Dominion,
be printed for the use of members.

Sir John A. Macdonald-That when the
House adjourns on Friday, it stands adjourned
till Saturday, at 2 p.m.

Hon. Mr. Rose-that the House will on
Monday resolve itself into Committee of Ways
and Means.

Mr. Drew-Amendment to the Grand
Trunk Bill, providing for the appointment of
a Committee of the House to ascertain the
condition, standing and solvency of said
Company.

Mr. Chamberlin-To refer the petition of
Arthur Harvey to the Joint Committee on the
Library.

Mr. Bowman-Address for a return of the
evidence and report of the enquiry into the
frauds alleged to have been committed by the
brewers of the County of Waterloo.

[Mr. Simpson (Algoma)]
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Thursday, December 5, 1867 desirable that unanimity of feeling should
prevail amongst us, and that honourable gen-

The Speaker took the Chair at three tiemen from the Maritime Provinces should
o'clock. act in concert with ourselves. We should

show them that it is the interests of the
GRAND TRUNK BILL whole Dominion that we have at heart, and

Hon. Mr. Cartier reported from the Railway not the aggrandizement of either east or west
Committee the Bill to amend the Grand separately, and he regretted that this convic-
Trunk Arrangements Act of 1862 with tion was not gaining greater ground. The
amendments. Intercolonial Railroad, to be constructed at so

large an expense, was a work of paramounit
importance, as connecting us closely with

PRINTING COMMITTEE REPORT these Provinces, but this connection could be
Mr. Mackenzie moved the adoption of the best maintained, not by the influence of the

third report of the Printing Committee, iron horse alone, but by a pervading knowl-
recommending a scheme of distributing the edge of our identity of interests. For the
printed documents of the House.-Carried. advantage to be derived from the Inter-

colonial Road, they of the west were paying
HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY perhaps extravagantly. These advantages tothemn were in the access provided to the

Hon. Mr. Langevin brought down a supple- seaboard, but the chief benefit must be
mentary return to the address for papers reaped by the Lower Provinces, as it was in
relating to the Hudson's Bay Territory. the places of outlet for trade that cities were

accustomed to spring up. 0f this benefit
CIVIL SERVICE BUILDING SOCIETY Ontario and Quebec were wifling to pay the

greater share of the cost, and this willingness,
On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald the even more than the road itself, should serve

Bill respecting the Civil Service Building and as a bond of union among them. But, ai-
Savings Society, was read a second time and though it were conceded that an extension of
referred to the Private Bills Committee. the Dominion westward were altogether

desirable, the question remained whether the
THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORY present was the mosi opportune time to en-

gage in such an enterprise, the details of
The House then resumed the adjourned which were as yet imperfectly understood. It

debate on the resolutions for the incorpora- was only by the encouragement of immigra-
tion of Rupert's Land and the North-West tion to fil up these wilds that we could hope
Territory with Canada. f0 make them valuable, and we had immedi-

Mr. homeon (N Onarlo) wo akedtheately adjoining us the territory of the UnitedMr. Thompson, (N. Ontario,) who asked thein-
indulgence of the House on the first occasion ducements for settlement. The preservation of
of his addressing them, considered the ques- British Government and of British institu-
tion as one of vast importance, and one which tions would, however, weigh with Englishmen
should occupy their most careful attention. in favour of our own ossessions. To such
He looked forward to seeing this Dominion
rise to one of vast importance in the scale of peopte it to bing them
nations, and had no doubt, but that every fui a body as the Hudson's Bay Company,
member of the House must regard with fa-
vour the prospect of its extension to the and to be settled on lands to which we held
Pacific shores. The question to be considered no clear title. At some future time, when the
was the best mode of this extension, and true financial position of the country had
whether this was most certainly to be been ascertained, we might look to the acqui-
reached by proceedings based upon the pres- sition of this property. Meanwhlle the estab-
ent resolutions. Above everything it was lishment of our prosperity was not dependent
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upon territorial acquisition, but upon the good
feeling which we should mutually endeavour
to promote in the country and our home.
(Hear, hear.) If we were to acquire this
property it would be necessary to extinguish
the claims, not only of the Hudson's Bay
Company, but of the Indians by whom a
great portion of it was inhabited, and it was
right that we should know the expense at
which this was to be accomplished. There had
been careless and random mention of six or
seven or eight millions of dollars, which had
been treated as a mere trifling sum, but if the
sum was not judiciously expended, it was
they who should be made answerable for its
outlay, and they would not be giving satisfac-
tion to the people of the other Provinces if, in
addition to the increased customs taxation
which they should be compelled to lay upon
them to meet expenditure in their service no
less than that of Quebec or Ontario, they
should proceed to impose additional burdens
for such an object as the present. For a
subject of such vast importance, time should
be allowed for consideration, and he should
therefore oppose the resolutions.

Mr. Magill said, that as far as his observa-
tion extended, the resolutions had been op-
posed mainly by the representatives of the
Maritime Provinces, who had hitherto been
in the habit of looking eastward over the
ocean prairie, and as the whole Dominion
might look out towards the Rocky Mountains,
and over the great Pacific Ocean. They (from
the Maritime Provinces) had among them
gentlemen with a grasp of mind sufficient for
the management of the affairs, not only of
their own Provinces and of the Canadas, but
of an entire Continent. After reference to the
purchase by the United States of the Russian
Territory, the honourable gentleman took ob-
jection to the procrastination recommended
by the last speaker who had agreed to the
advisability of the measure itself. Now, or
never, was the occasion to take action, and
the old adage was not the less a true one that
procrastination was the thief of time. From
the statement of the honourable member for
Algoma, it was evident that the protection of
civilization and mortality required our prompt
interference. How had it happened that no
good results had flowed from such missionary
labours as had been productive of the happi-
est influence in Canada? Was it not, because
it was not the interest of the Hudson's Bay
Company to encourage missionary effort,
knowing that the further the Indian was
removed from civilization the more he was
disposed to hunting the buffalo and the

[Mr. Thompson (Ontario North)]

muskrat (a laugh). Seeing around him such
an array of intellect, he could not but feel
regret that they should not be prepared to
join hand and heart in so great an undertak-
ing to which he could remember the time
when no representative of Western Canada,
avowing reform principles would have ven-
tured to raise objection.

Dr. Parker said that an appeal had been
made to them to acquire this increase of
territory for the purpose of Christianizing its
Indian population, as we had already
Christianized our own, but thought that it
might be doubtful whether we had any rea-
son to regard the result of our efforts among
the latter with any great complacency. A
Mexican Indian, upon being told of the hap-
piness of the hereafter, enquired whether he
was likely to meet any Spaniards there, as in
that case he should prefer to stay away, and
he thought the Indians of this country might
fairly hold the same opinions of ourselves.
The control of the North-West Territory by
the Hudson's Bay Company, the continuance
of their charter, and the manner of its exer-
cise, reflected opprobrium alike upon the
country and the British Parliament. He
would have no hesitation whatever in voting
the necessary large expenditure if, by so
doing, they could raise the Indian to the
position of civilized humanity, but here there
was no question of philanthropy, but of profit
and loss, and they should be in a position to
show the people that their outlay in this
direction would be more than compensated
by the consequent advantages. The Minister
of Public Works had pointed out no such
advantages. The sequence of the resolutions
was most illogical, and he was astonished to
find the House invited to draw such conclu-
sions, from such premises. In support of the
first resolution nothing had been advanced
but a statement of the opinion of leading
statesmen here. But public opinion, even
though friendly to the annexation, had never
declared itself in favour of the terms of
annexation now proposed. Passing from the
Atlantic Ocean through Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, we came upon a large tract unfit
for occupation-the declaration written across
the face of the earth that the districts which
it set apart should remain divided. Similarly
from the limit of western Canada to the first
settlement at Fort Garry, on the verge of the
valley said to contain ten thousand people,
stretched eight hundred miles of desert, while
beyond this valley lay a waste solitude, and
past the Rocky Mountain barrier, but a nar-
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row strip on the Pacific shore. Districts so
sundered were impossible of union. The
progress of the United States had been in-
stanced, but that progress has arisen from the
continuity of their fertile soil, and the variety
of its capabilities. An American standing on
the southern shore of Lake Erie could pass a
watchword to the Gulf of Mexico, transmitted
from one settler to another across the whole
breadth of the land. But a union of isolated
settlements, of isolated territories, and of
isolated peoples, would not fail to prove a
source of danger, and of overthrow to the
Government and the Dominion. As to the
commercial advantages anticipated by the
resolutions, he asked was there any article of
commerce to be transmitted between the
Atlantic and the Pacifie, the value of which
would not be consumed three times over in
the charges of its transit. The abstract propo-
sition that prosperity was to be secured only
by stable Government, he might pass over as
axiomatically true, and as being equally ap-
plicable to Mexico. The fifth resolution drew
a perfectly illogical conclusion from the
preceding four, and it had been by no means
shown that it was expedient to address Her
Majesty in the terms proposed. There had
been a change of position on the part of the
Ministry with respect to the extent of territo-
ry they required. The Government of the late
Province of Canada had desired the annexa-
tion of the North Western territory only, and
had never, as was done now, made any claim
or pretension to the less fertile region of
Rupert's Land, where the rights of the
Hudson's Bay Company are strongest, and for
relinquishing which they will require the
greatest amount of compensation. The late
Government had proposed the extinction by
the Imperial Legislature of the Company's
claims, which had been approved by the
Secretary of State, Mr. Cardwell, and con-
sented to by the House of Commons, on the
condition of Canada's providing a proper sys-
tem of Government. We now are asked to
purchase, in our generosity, what was then
tendered as a free gift to our predecessors.
The national policy that caused the remodel-
ling of the East India Company, called for the
extinguishing of this charter also. It was our
duty to petition the Imperial Government
with this object, and until our petition had
been denied, we were not justified in laying
burdens upon the people for the acquisition
of territory, which should be ours free of
charge. It had been said that the Company's
claims were to be settled in the courts, but
whether in our own courts or in those of

England, was not clear, and we should find
ourselves involved in long and tedious litiga-
tion. If the purchase money were to be a
small matter, would it have been proposed
that an Imperial loan should be resorted to?
To undertake the government and settlement
of this territory comprehended the opening of
communication, the establishment of a police
force, and it might be of a military force also
to act against the Indian tribes. The state-
ment of the Minister of Militia that half a
million would be sufficient for the eight hun-
dred miles of road was utterly absurd and
preposterous. The communication, to be in
the least effective, should be by railroad or
steamboat, for what immigrant, who had,
perhaps, expended all his resources in trav-
elling to this country, would undertake to
travel with his family this distance by a
wagon road? Seven or eight millions would
not be too high an estimate of the cost of
establishing a police force and of opening this
road, which, like the Intercolonial Road,
would prove of political, if not of commercial,
necessity. If the young Dominion was not
satisfied to confine itself to consolidation, but
was to set about planting a new colony, it
would in future years come back as a re-
proach to us that we had undertaken what
we had been unable to fulfil. Unless we were
to grant licenses to trade and protect these
licenses by police, he did not understand
what greater advantage would accrue to our-
selves than to Americans from our occupa-
tion. We were in fact pledging the country to
an unknown expense; he thought of, perhaps,
twenty millions-the Ministry thought of
less-but it still remained an indefinite mat-
ter of opinion. The slightest spark might
kindle an Indian war, one year of which, as
the experience of the neighbouring Republic
might teach us, would almost reduce us to
bankruptcy. It had been said the mineral
wealth of the country was abundant, but with-
out coal it would be entirely unavailable.
He differed so far from the Ministry that, if
he were prepared to accept the resolutions,
he would not hesitate to go in and take
possession against the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany on the broad principles of the right of a
settler's spade, and axe, against the Compa-
ny's charters and royal arms. Upon the broad
principle of the double right of man to culti-
vate the earth, and the earth to be cultivated
by man, any charter forbidding which, we
held worthless and invalid. We had expelled
the Indian whose right was a thousand
times that of the Company, and were we to
treat the white savage with more considera-
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tion than the red? Were the people to be
called upon to respect, and to purchase a
charter divorcing half a continent, con-
demned by it to sterility, unchristianity and
barbarism? (Hear, hear.) He held that the
Company's claims to the exclusive right to
trade were not worth a dollar. Traders from
the Red River and Americans had penetrated
into the fur-bearing region, and introducing
their supplies cheaper, were enabled to un-
dersell the Company, which, finding itself
subjected to a ruinous competition, now
desired to resign its business and to make a
handsome profit by its sale. He hoped the
Government would postpone the question,
and let it go for decision to the country. He
would never consent to make this leap in the
dark, unless in accordance with the wish of
the people, clearly expressed upon a full
understanding of all the facts.

Mr. Connell regretted that almost the first
time he rose to address the House it should
be on resolutions brought down by the
Minister of Public Works. These resolutions no
doubt were prepared with much care and
with a strong desire on the part of the
Government that they should pass the House.
He regretted that the Government considered
it their duty to bring forward these resolu-
tions at the present time. The House had
been in session nearly 30 days and they had
not yet had a financial statement before
them, so that they could judge whether they
were in a position to deal with this all
important subject. He had been elected by a
large constituency to aid the Government in
giving effect to the consolidation of this
Union, and it was his duty to so vote in this
House that acts should not be passed to
increase the burdens upon the people. In his
opinion the acquisition of this territory would
involve a sum of no less than $6,000,000 for
the purchase of the rights of this mammoth
company. He was not prepared to give his
vote for a measure of that kind, and the
people of the Province from whence he came
were opposed to it. If these resolutions pass
does not Parliament pledge itself to settle this
question, and to provide for any amount
awarded by arbitration or judicial decision?
This is not all. We must at once provide for
the government of this newly acquired terri-
tory, and it must have its governor, council,
and assembly. He believed the time would
come, and it might be at no distant day, that
they would have to take action in this matter,
but now their finances were not in a condi-
tion to do so. At the Quebec Conference, it
was agreed that this subject should be dealt

[Dr. Parker (Wellington Centre)]

with as soon as our finances permitted. When
that time arrived he would be prepared to
deal with the question. They should look first
to the settlement of their own Dominion and
the development of their own resources
before they sought to acquire new territory.
When Mr. Brown went to England to negoti-
ate in connection with a settlement of the
claims of the Hudson's Bay Company, the
whole of this territory could have been
secured for a sum not exceeding two million
dollars. Has it increased in value to such an
extent that its new owners demand a sum
exceeding $6,000,000 for their interest in the
territory? Was the Government afraid of los-
ing this bargain that they bring forward
these resolutions in such haste? It is said
that, unless we take action in the matter,
these parties will sell to the United States. If
the right of the British Government rests on
so doubtful a title, it is well for this House to
pause and not go into competition with the
United States. He had heard it said that
Railroad Bill and this must pass together. If
this is the policy of the Government, he
would say to them that even the Railroad
would not induce him to vote for the expend-
iture of so large a sum of money, without
proper consideration of the subject. He (Mr.
Connell) then referred to the various resolu-
tions, and after commenting upon them, said
the 6th resolution was the one to which he
particularly objected. He was quite prepared
to go for an address that would carry out
what was done by the late Parliament of
Canada-that is showing to the British
Government that no rights existed in this
country; and if so, that the Government of
England had a right to deal with the subject.
When it was so dealt with and the transfer
made, it would be time enough for the House
to consider it. He was prepared, so far as the
finances of the country would permit, to aid
in opening the country; but, until he had the
means he was not prepared to record his vote
in favour of the 6th resolution, because it
would be injurious to the trade and com-
merce of the country, and interfere with the
payment of interest on our existing liabilities,
which amounted to upwards of 77 million
dollars. This, with our new liabilities of
twenty million dollars for Intercolonial
Railroad and the local tax of the country, was
as much as we were prepared to bear, par-
ticularly in view of the present financial
condition.

Mr. McMillan could not understand how
any person could be in favour of Union and
opposed to the carrying out of a policy with-
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out which the Union is incomplete. He had
supported the Union policy, and if there was
a question which he had explained to his
constituents more than another, it was the
advantages to be derived from extending this
Union from the Atlantic to the Pacific. They
were forming a new nationality, and without
this extension they would not attain the im-
portance which they would with a territory
extending from ocean to ocean, united under
the protection of the mother country. They
should adopt the policy of the United States
in regard to its territorial expansion. He
regretted to see in this country a fear of
giving umbrage to the United States in re-
gard to matters of our own internal economy.
A great deal had been said about the naval
and military power of the United States.
True, they were to some extent a military
power. They had with twenty millions of
people succeeded in conquering four millions.
We should not be afraid of difficulty arising
with the United States on account of our
policy here. We should not live by sufferance,
for as long as we had the Mother Country to
help us we need fear no danger from any
attack being made by the United States. In
regard to the extent and resources of Ru-
pert's Land, there was but one opinion. The
productiveness of its soil was unsurpassed,
while its climate was far superior to the
climate of the Maritime Provinces, and equal
to the most favoured parts of Canada. The
country would not remain long in its present
condition. If pressmen were correct the
Government of the United States had a desire
to negotiate with the Hudson's Bay Company
for its purchase. He did not think these
resolutions committed them to purchase that
territory, but if they have legally rights they
should be considered, and if proved to be of
value they should have a fair remuneration
for them. It had been made an argument
against Union in the Maritime Provinces that
they would be under the control of Canada
and that large expenditure would be incurred
in enlarging the canals of Upper Canada.
Therefore it was made one express stipula-
tion in the Quebec resolutions that the expend-
iture would not be made until the finances
of the country justified it. But he had no
recollection of any opposition being made by
the Union party on account of the desire to
extend this Union from the Atlantic to the
Pacific. -If half a million dollars would make
the necessary connection, they should not
endanger this Union by any hesitancy.

Affer the recess,

Mr. Joly said he accepted Confederation
frankly, and was willing to turn it to the best
account for our prosperity, but we must not
go too fast or too far. We have first accepted
unanimously the Intercolonial Railroad which
would tax to the utmost- our resources;
but now, on this queston, there is general
opposition, even in Ontario, where public
opinion and local interests favour the scheme.
We don't know the cost of this annexation,
and likely we cannot pay for it. French
Canadian members cannot support these reso-.
lutions with the consent of their constituents,
who would not consent to such an expense
without any visible profit. He condemned the
haste with which the measure was pressed
upon the House, and quoted General Michel's
opinion against the military importance of
that country. He did not believe the Red
River people want annexation with us, but
the Hudson's Bay Company was threatening
us to obtain a higher price. If this people see
that we take interest to their position, but are
not willing to wait till we can help them, let
them be annexed to the States. We could not
take the Company's place without establish-
ing a perfect Government and complete or-
ganization. The United States began to annex
other territories when they had a greater
population than we have, and they had no
powerful people to deal with as neighbours.
He hoped the Government's friends would
press upon them to obtain the withdrawal of
the resolutions, otherwise they must vote
against the resolutions, even if that be taken
as non-confidence in the Administration.

Mr. Masson (Terrebonne) said there was a
difference between carrying on Confederation
and voting such annexation. He could per-
haps favour the annexation of Red River, as
possessing guarantees of wealth and prosperi-
ty, where American influence is small, and
where great confidence exists in the British
constitution. But beyond the interests of that
country there were the interests of Canada.
These interests were not known yet, and
new members must have more time at least,
and would not be till the second part of the
session, so as to form a clear opinion. He was
not able now to take the responsibility of that
purchase, and he thought the Government
ought to know the exact amount to pay for
the Hudson's Bay Company's rights. If the
Government persists in hurrying the ques-
tion, he would vote against the resolutions.
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Mr. Harrison said he had examined the
resolutions with considerable attention, and
had corne to the conclusion to support them.
The subject was second only to Confederation
in importance. There was no doubt of the
great natural resources and vast extent of the
Territory in question. It consisted of three
hundred thousand (300,000) square miles of
land, one hundred thousand (100,000) of
which was as good prairie land as any in the
world, every acre fit for cultivation. Some
writers had put the extent of the prairie land
at four times that amount.

Mr. McDougall-Mr. Hind represents that
there are ten millions (10,000,000) of acres of
arable land.

Mr. Harrison-Let the quantity be less or
more than that, there is no doubt that it is
enormous, and was provided with great natu-
ral highways in its large rivers and lakes,
rendering it a comparatively easy matter to
open up communication with it. There was no
doubt the opening up of that Territory would
be beneficial to Canada. We had need of
immigration. Why was the United States
securing so large a share of immigration?
Because of the attraction of her fertile
prairies-affording to agriculturists easy
means of securing wealth, or at least compe-
tency. In this North-West, we had prairie
land equal to any in the Western States.
Possessing these lands we could not only give
to immigrants land equal in fertility and natu-
ral facility of cultivation, but also the protec-
tion of British laws. The moral power we
would acquire by this acquisition of territory
would be something very great. We would
have territory half the size of Russia, and
thirty times the size of England, Scotland and
Ireland put together. He denied that the
former Government of Canada could have
had this territory for nothing. It was an
express condition of the negotiations between
Canada and the Imperial Government at that
time, that Canada should pay an indemnity to
the Hudson's Bay Company, raised by loans
under the Imperial guarantee. He held that
delay on this question would be dangerous. If
we were to receive that territory at all, we
must take action in the matter now. The
United States were eager for territory, and if
we did not take possession of that territory
and open it up for settlement, the Americans
would. They were willing to pay for it, while
we can get it for nothing. He expressed
surprise at the opposition to this measure of
some members of the Reform party which for
years had adopted it as a plank in their

political platform; It had been said that this
territory would be a source of weakness, but
it would be remembered that we should have
the protection of the mother country. As
things are, that Territory was as liable to be
invaded, and Canada was just as much in
danger as if we possessed it. He did not think
the Hudson's Bay Company had proprietary
rights in that Territory; had no right to
prevent its being opened up to civilization.
The monarch who granted the charter had no
right to do so, and the conditions of that
charter had not been fulfilled. The question
should be submitted to the courts, and he had
no doubt the decision would be favourable to
Canada instead of to the Company. The
Company, instead of claiming damages,
should pay damages for preventing the march
of civilization. He would support the resolu-
tions, first, because the object sought for
would be advantageous to Canada; secondly,
because it would be advantageous to the
territory itself, and the work must be done
now or never.

Hon. Mr. Langevin said Lower Canada had
in the past opposed the annexation of
Western Territories, because Representation
by Population would have endangered their
institutions. By Confederation we got rid of
these. The question was before the people for
many years and was included in the
Confederation Act and approved by the elec-
tors. Expenses incurred in such enterprises
were refunded in an indirect way. There was
not money to vote now; if money became
necessary Parliament would decide. Western
extension was as important to Quebec as the
Intercolonial Railroad to Ontario. The Hud-
son's Bay Company was ready to sell to
anybody and would sell to the United States.
French Canadians always fought for their
institutions, their rights, their language, and
now they cannot refuse to favour our exten-
sion, our political progress, and our future
liberties. We must respect everybody's rights
as we have done for our seigniories. He said
Indian incursions into American territory
could be a cause of war or conquest. We must
establish Government, and law and justice to
favour immigration. There were ten thousand
Canadians there. The exports were two mil-
lion dollars worth a year. There our country-
men will be at home with the same language,
same institutions, and same religion. A loyal
subject could not suffer the Red River territo-
ry to be annexed to the States, but must
press their annexation to Canada.
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Mr. Mackenzie said we must consider this
important question from a national point of
view, and he was quite disposed to deal with
it in the broadest sense, believing that the
future of the country depended to a great
extent upon the course the Legislature would
take at present upon this subject. Many years
ago he had taken the ground that the pros-
perity of the British North American Prov-
inces depended in a great measure upon the
means which would be taken by England and
these Colonies to open up for settlement that
vast space which was now almost totally
unoccupied by civilized man. One of the
objects he desired to see effected by
Confederation was the stability of British
power on this Continent. (Hear, hear). He had
an aversion to the republican institutions of
the people living alongside of us. He had an
aversion to the system of politics there, and
he had no wish to see this country fatally
absorbed by the Republic of the United
States. (Hear, hear). It was for that reason he
had given his most hearty, ardent and he
might say enthusiastic support to the Union
of these British Colonies, and it was solely
for this reason he had given a reluctant
assent to the Coalition which was formed in
1864 to carry out the proposal of Union. At
present he felt that it was necessary for the
consolidation of the British power on this
continent, that we should take a firm hold of
the vast country that lay to the West of
Canada. He was aware of the grasping,
avaricious spirit that prevailed in the United
States in regard to the acquisition of territo-
ry, and he had no doubt many people there
were anxious to lay their hands on the rich
and fertile regions of the North-West. That
very fact should only stimulate us to active
exertions in order to prevent any such com-
munication by bringing that country within
the influence and jurisdiction of the Gov-
ernment of the Dominion. (Hear, hear). If it
were the case, as the honourable member for
Hants said, that English statesmen had shown
culpable, almost criminal negligence in re-
gard to these Provinces, as well as to the
North-West Territory, it might be safely said
that such negligence was confined to in-
dividuals actuated by commercial motives;
and that as far as the official action and
language of the Imperial Government were
concerned, we had received all the support
and encouragement we could reasonably have
asked. He took for granted that Great Britain
was disposed to act in good faith in this
matter, if we should take upon ourselves, as
far as our resources would permit, the duties

and burdens in regard to that country, which
were now borne by the British people. He
looked upon the acquisition of these regions
as necessary for various reasons, among them
being that an outlet would thereby be afford-
ed for the energies of our young men who
were now compelled in consequence of the
limited field for settlement offered in Canada,
to seek for homes for themselves in the
United States. He went on to speak at some
length of the capabilities and resources,
agricultural and mineral resources, of the
country now ruled over by the Hudson's Bay
Company. He admitted that a rocky sterile
belt intervened between it and Canada, but
by judicious encouragement of mining settle-
ments he thought connection could be made
which would ultimately, in conjunction with
the growing wealth which would be devel-
oped in the agricultural country west of
Lake Superior, call for and support railway
communication. He was not willing, however,
in order to acquire that territory to place in
the hands of Government power to come to
an agreement with the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany and determine the precise terms upon
which that Company would abdicate whatev-
er rights it possessed in that country. This
was a power which no Parliament should ever
give any Ministry, and it was a power he was
amazed any Government would come down
to the House to ask. He was was quite willing
to give the Government power to open
negotiations with the Company, but no deci-
sive step should be taken until it was fully
explained and had received the sanction of
Parliament. He believed that a large portion
of the territory would open a wide field for
settlement to immigrants and become a valua-
ble addition to the territorial possessions of
these Provinces. A line of communication
could be opened at no very great cost for sum-
mer travel and it would become Parliament
to consider whether it would be wise to enter
into any considerable expenditure for that
purpose. He enlarged upon the necessity of
obtaining control over this Territory, and
expressed his belief that if institutions were
established there which afford the social pro-
tection and political rights enjoyed in
Canada, thousands of immigrants would be
attracted thither, who would speedily develop
the abundant resources of the soil. In regard
to danger of war with the United States in
consequence of the possession of this country,
he would repeat what he had said on another
occasion, that he would not consent to live in
a country which existed simply on the suffer-
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ance of a foreign power. He believed that
international courtesy, not to speak of the
power of Great Britain, would restrain ag-
gression from that quarter, and if from
causes beyond our control war should deplor-
ably break out between the two countries, he
was proud to believe we were prepared to
maintain our position; and he did not think
the Empire was so weak as to allow the
British flag to be lowered before the Stars
and Stripes. (Applause). After further re-
marking upon the benefit which would ensue
from the accession of the North-West, he
concluded with reiterating his objection to
the 5th resolution, which would give the
Government power to make arrangements
that ought to be submitted to Parliament
before being finally decided upon.

Mr. Morris referred to the inconsistency
between the position now taken by the mem-
ber for Hants on this and similar questions,
and the position he took years ago in his
pamphlet on the organization of the empire.
He had then indoctrinated into the minds of
young America visions of the consolidation on
this continent of a great British nationality,
which he (Mr. Morris) and others who
learned these lessons, still as ardently cher-
ished as ever. He read from speeches of Earl
Russell, the Duke of Cambridge, and others,
to show that the statements of the member
for Hants as to the feeling in England with
regard to the defence of the British American
Colonies did not truly represent the feelings
of the leading minds of England. Coming to
the question more immediately under discus-
sion, he enlarged on the vastness of the
fertile Territory in the North-West, and con-
tended that it was quite practicable to open
up available means of communication. He
then alluded to the history of the North-West
adventurers in the earlier annals of Canada.
The Jesuit Fathers and other early French
pioneers passed up the valleys of the Sas-
katchewan and the Red River of the North,
and settled themselves there with an enter-
prise which we would do well to follow. He
trusted the descendants, both in Lower and
Upper Canada, would be ready to follow in
their fathers' footsteps, and to do what they
could to retain for themselves and their pos-
terity the great country to which they were
bound by so many ties of interest and sympa-
thy. He thought the course suggested by the
Government was the only practical one of
dealing with this great question. That under
the terms of the Confederation Act we should
approach the British Crown and say we were
desirous of being placed in a position to

[Mr. Mackenzie (Lambton)]

control the interests of that valuable territo-
ry, and that if any legal rights on the part of
the Hudson's Bay Company would be estab-
lished-which he exceedingly doubted-we
were prepared to recognize these rights,
while rigidly maintaining our own to every
inch of soil which belonged to us. He then
referred to the necessity for an outlet for the
young man of the country who found all the
available land within the present limits of the
Dominion taken up and concluded by ex-
pressing the hope that as we had seen real-
ized the dream of a great colonial Union we
would yet see it extended on a sure and
stable basis f rom one ocean to the other.

Hon. Mr. Huntingion thought it unfair and
undignified for honourable gentlemen to be
continually hurling across the House imputa-
tions of political inconsistency against the
member for Hants, (Mr. Howe) based upon
his utterances of twenty years ago. If political
inconsistency were a crime, what should be
said of the career of the honourable leader of
the House. What was the course of politicians
in Canada, those political gentlemen who
talked to us of cloud-capped hills and golden
valleys, when they found that the sentiment
of Nova Scotia had declared itself unmistake-
ably against Union? They declared that the
honourable member for Hants must be
bought, and were not ashamed to refer to his
visit to the United States as being highly
suspicious. The honourable gentleman on his
left (Mr. Mackenzie) had gone so far as to say
that all who opposed Union must be annexa-
tionists. The honourable member had entered
the House free from obligations or allegiance
to any of the old Canadian parties, and the
Government had no reason to complain of the
fairness with which he had met them, and
judged their measures upon the merits of
each. He had no idea to take part in discus-
sion of Nova Scotian politics, but there could
be no doubt, but that the people of that
Province had sent their representatives here
with the conviction that they had been led
into captivity. He would be false to his prin-
ciples, if he could say that he believed that
his own Province under the constraint of all
the influence which a Government could
bring to bear-in which even the sacred
name of Majesty was included-could have
remained true to their convictions, and could
have maintained their political consistency as
nobly as had been done in Nova Scotia. He
had been forcibly struck by the observations
of the member for Hants, regarding the atti-
tude of English opinion during the passage of
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the Union Act, and he believed that there had
been a disposition to throw very hastily upon
the young Confederation the burdens of a
nationality. He was the last man to believe
that Britain would, by leaving us defenceless,
become guilty of any act which might tarnish
her honour, but he greatly feared that this
Confederation was the first step in the direc-
tion of an independence which might be
thrust upon us before we were prepared for
it. The threat of the risk of annexation had
been freely held out in argument, but the real
danger of the country was of drifting toward
a premature independence. We had no inter-
est in attempting to sever our connection
with England, under whose protection our
integrity was secure. If English statesmen
should consider that it was advisable to leave
us to our own protection, three months would
suffice for the accomplishment of the project,
which would be hustled through this Legis-
lature with only the delay occasioned by the
common forms of society. This young
Confederacy of to-day might assume place as
a nation to-morrow, but, Sir, what a nation!
Nationality cannot be consolidated by Acts of
Parliament. Consolidation must be the result
of steady growth, and of no hot-house
precocity.

Hon. Mr. Johnson, as a lawyer, could not
agree that the Hudson Bay Company's grant
from the Crown was capable of being called
in question, except by the source from which
it was derived. He quoted the circumstances
of the annexation of Texas as furnishing a
reason for taking immediate steps to guard
against any dangers from the passion of the
United States for the increase of territory,
and believed that the heart of England was
with her colonies, which she could not afford
to lose under the penalty of sinking to a third
class power. So far from considering the
resolutions as premature, he was of opinion
that all delay in taking the action which they
recommend was dangerous, and if the secur-
ing of this territory depended upon the pre-
sent vote of a large sum of money, he would
be prepared even now to grant it. He did not
believe that there was a likelihood of rupture
between Great Britain and the United States,
whose destiny was rather to work together
for the common progress of their common
race, and to curb absolutism and tyranny
throughout the world.

Hon. Mr. Cartier, after cries of "adjourn,"
stated the wish of the Government to go into
Committee at once, and, reporting progress,
to ask leave to sit again to-morrow. There

were reasons of State which made it advisa-
ble that the Address to the Imperial Parlia-
ment should be passed without delay.

Hon. Mr. Holion did not think that the
Government would act wisely in pressing the
resolutions, which affected the possession of
half a continent, upon which every member
at all in the habit of addressing the House
was desirous of speaking.

Hon. Mr. Smith also urged the adjourn-
ment of the debate, but after some brief
discussion and explanation from Hon. Sir
John A. Macdonald the House went into
Committee pro forma, and resuming after
progress reported and leave given to meet
to-morrow, adjourned at twenty-seven min-
utes past midnight.

NOTICES OF MOTION

The following notices are given:-

Mr. Sproat-Enquiry whether Government
intend to make any appropriation during the
present session for the improvement of har-
bours on the east coast of Lake Huron.

Mr. Tremblay-Address for the amounts
paid and still due to Lower Canada township
municipalities in compensation for seignorial
indemnity.

Mr. Lawson-Address for reports and other
correspondence relating to the Hamilton and
Port Dover plank road since January 30,
1855.

Mr. Sproat-Address for the report show-
ing the quantity of the lands purchased, un-
der the actual settlement system, in the town-
ships of Amabel, Albermarle, and East Nor-
wich on the Saugeon Indian peninsula with
the average price per acre.

Mr. O'Connor-Address for particulars in
relation to the Municipal Loan Fund of Up-
per Canada, and the amount paid from the
consolidated revenue to the credit of the
fund, under the Seignorial amendment Act of
1859, advances to municipalities, the amount
paid out of the consolidated revenue under
the Seignorial Act of 1854, in excess of reve-
nue from some special appropriation by that
Act. What municipalities had borrowed from
the fund, and how much has been repaid; and
the amount still due, and what municipalities
are in default.

Mr. Metcalfe-Address for correspondence
between the Government and the American,
or any other Bank Note Company, from
January, 1864, to January, 1867, on the sub-
ject of engraving notes for the Government.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, December 6, 1867

The Speaker took the Chair at three
o'clock, but the doors were not opened till a
quarter to four. It is understood that the
discussion related to restriction on the admis-
sion of strangers to the reading room and
refreshment rooms.

The doors having been opened,

ELECTION COMMITTEES

Mr. Walsh presented a report from the
General Committee on Elections, reporting
the following as the panel of Chairmen of the
Select Election Committees:-Messrs. Blake,
M. C. Cameron, John Crawford, Casault, Joly,
Scatcherd, Webb and Pozer.

GOVERNOR-GENERAL'S COMMISSION

Hon. Mr. Langevin brought down the re-
turn to an address for the commission issued
by the Governor-General and the instructions
thereto attached.

SATURDAY SITTING

Sir John A. Macdonald moved that when
the House adjourns to-day, it do stand ad-
journed till Saturday at 2 p.m. Carried.

DUTY ON COAL

Dr. Tupper presented the petition of the
managers of several coal mines in Nova
Scotia, praying that the same duty may be
imposed on American coal as is imposed by
the United States on coal from these Prov-
inces.

LETTERS PATENT

Mr. Macfarlane moved for leave to in-
troduce a Bill to authorize the issue of Let-
ters Patent to Joseph Walker Cull, for an
improvement in Centrifugal Filtering Ma-
chines.

Hon. J. S. Macdonald thought special legis-
lation of this kind objectionable, when
Government had announced their intention to
introduce a general Patent Law.

Sir John A. Macdonald said Government
allowed the introduction of the Bill as a
matter of courtesy, but it was not to be
understood that they assented to it.

Hon. Mr. McDougall thought it would be
well if members understood that the policy of
the Government was not in favour of this
special legislation, and if they discouraged
parties from incurring the expense and trou-
ble of having Bills printed.

Hon. Mr. Hollon said if it was the fixed
policy of Government not to allow such bills
to go through, it would be no discourtesy to
reject them at the first reading.

Sir John A. Macdonald did not think it
would be right for Government to exclude a
Bill of this kind before seeing it. Although
the Government might have a general policy,
yet a Bill, when printed, might be of such a
nature as to warrant a departure in a par-
ticular instance from that policy.

Mr. Smith believed that, as the law now
existed, there was no way of getting a patent
for Canada at all. He thought that, during the
time the Government required, before sub-
mitting a general measure, special legislation
should be allowed.

The motion was agreed to.

REPORTING THE DEBATES

Mr. Mackenzie moved the adoption of the
fourth report of the Printing Committee on
the subject of an official report of the de-
bates.

Sir John A. Macdonald requested that the
matter be postponed till Monday.

Agreed to.

BANK OF HASTINGS

Hon. Mr. Read introduced a Bill to incorpo-
rate the Bank of Hastings.

THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORY

The House then went again into Committee
of the Whole-Hon. Mr. Campbell in the



COMMONS DEBATES

Chair-on the resolutions respecting the
North-West Territory.

The first, second and third resolutions were
adopted without discussion.

On the fourth resolution a debate arose.

Hon. Mr. Holion read the 146th clause of
the Union Act, referred to in the resolution,
and asked whether the ternis and conditions
upon which it was proposed to bring this
territory into the Union were set forth in
these resolutions, or whether it was proposed
to amplify them in the address to be founded
upon them.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said he thought the
resolutions sufficiently expressed the condi-
tions on which the Parliament of Canada
would like to have this territory. They ex-
pressed as few conditions as possible. If fur-
ther conditions were suggested, let them come
from another quarter, and it would then be
for the Government and Parliament of
Canada to say whether they would accept the
territory on these conditions. The fifth resolu-
tion was that Her Majesty should untie these
territories to Canada, and empower the
Parliament of Canada to legislate for their
future welfare and good Government. The
other conditions expressed were that the legal
rights of the Corporation holding the territo-
ry, if any such existed, should be respected,
and that the Indians should be settled with
on the equitable principles which had uni-
formly governed the Crown in its dealings
with the Aborigines.

Hon. Mr. Holion contended that the terms
were not expressed in the way contemplated
in the Union Act, which provided that on an
address from the Parliament of Canada,
specifying the terms on which we were pre-
pared to undertake the Government of these
territories, they might at once be incorporat-
ed by Her Majesty by an Order-in-Council.

Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald did not think
it well to arrange with the Imperial Gov-
ernment any cast-iron rules for the transfer.
They should ask that Government for powers
enabling the Parliament of the Dominion to
provide a Constitution which might be
amended as necessary hereafter, to adapt it to
the growing requirements of the new country.
The Government must be the negotiators of
the transfer, but no arrangements of theirs
would, or should, be valid until they had
received Parliamentary approval. The Gov-
ernment did not desire it to be understood
that they recognized any rights whatever, as

vested in existing corporations, but these
rights might be claimed at the proper tribu-
nals, and the language of the third resolution
would forbid the suspicion that any confisca-
tion was mediated. They proposed to under-
take the onerous duty of the protection of the
Indian inhabitants from white aggression,
and their guardianship as of persons under
age, incapable of the management of their
own affairs.

Mr. Mills said he did not rise to discuss any
of these collateral matters, but to resume the
general discussion of the question interrupted
last night. He reminded the House of the
claims formerly set up by the Government of
Canada with reference to these territories.
When Chief Justice Draper went home to
England as agent of the Government in this
matter, he laid claim to the North-West terri-
tory lying east of the Rocky Mountains as
territory belonging to the late Province of
Canada. Had the Government now abandoned
that pretention? It appeared to him there was
sufficient evidence to show that the North-
West territory was within the limits of the
Province of Ontario, and that it was with the
Government of that Province, the Govern-
ment of the Dominion should deal for it and
not with the Governiment of Great Britain.
Looking at the question in this light, he took
exception to the fourth, fifth and sixth reso-
lutions which appeared to proceed on the
assumption that we had no title to any por-
tion of the North-West territory. He objected
also to the fifth resolution on another ground.
It was proposed to confer on this Government
power to organize a Government in the
North-West territory. This would not give the
people there any rights of local self Gov-
ernment. He thought the resolution should
express on what principles we intended to
govern it-whether or not we were to
organize territorial Governments like those in
the United States, so that the territory to be
organized, after acquiring a sufficient popula-
tion, should have the right to have a certain
number of Senators in the Senate Chamber,
and certain representatives on the floor of
this House. He would therefore add to the
fifth resolution words which would secure to
the people of the new territory the same
rights of local self-government, free from
federal control, that are enjoyed by Provinces
already within the Dominion.

Mr. Blake had believed that the Govern-
ment's intention was merely to bring the
resolutions before the House, and state their
policy regarding them, without pressing them,
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so that the Joint Address should take place
this Session. They had been introduced com-
paratively late in a short session, and the
Minister for Justice had already, in reply to a
question which he had asked time to consid-
er, read a statement of the measure proposed
to be submitted this session in which they
were not included. (Hear, hear.) These
Resolutions, if passed, would pledge the coun-
try to a policy, which during the recess might
culminate in the Order-in-Council, with no
sufficient time allowed for its consideration.
The Imperial Government would take the
earliest opportunity of acting upon their deci-
sion, which, unlike other of their Acts to be
repealed at their discretion, was final and
irrevocable. No one could state correctly the
sum to be paid to the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany, and upon a measure requiring, from
the vast responsibilities which it involved, the
most careful consideration the House had
been taken by surprise. The Government had
a large majority at their back to carry any of
their measures, and he asked them as a
favour to stay their hand after the discussion,
and to let the matter go forth to the country
while they were yet uncommitted rashly to
the scheme. He had not been present during
the earlier stages of the debate, but he had
been told that important reasons of State
were said to demand its being carried out
without delay. He would ask had these rea-
sons of State arisen since the 20th November,
when the Hon. Minister of Justice made his
statement of the measures with which he
proposed to occupy the session-measures in
his (Mr. Blake's) opinion quite sufflciently
numerous to occupy them in the short time
allowed. The House should be made acquaint-
ed with these reasons, which had had power
to induce the Government to press so hastily
a project, which on the 20th November they
had considered might lay over for the re-
mainder of the session, and the mere state-
ment of their existence was not sufficient to
justify the Ministerial change of programme.
He would not enter at length into the discus-
sion, partly because the absence he had re-
ferred to occasioned him the risk of advanc-
ing arguments which had perhaps been more
ably urged already, but principally because
he had given his attention hitherto to those
subjects which he had been led to believe
would be alone brought forward, and had not
devoted the necessary time to the close ex-
amination demanded by so important a ques-
tion. But he could not refrain from stating
what he considered some good reasons for
caution. In all the negotiations upon this

matter they had been constantly retrograd-
ing from a more favourable to a less favoura-
ble position. These resolutions contained the
least favourable proposition yet propounded.
The first proposition for the acquisition of a
portion of the North-West Territory denied
its inclusion in the charter of the Hudson's
Bay Company, and suggested steps for the
assertion of the rights of Canada. Former
Canadian policy had been to throw on the
Imperial Government the responsibility of
arrangement with the Company, and in June,
1864, we find the Imperial Government en-
gaged in negotiating such arrangements, and
accepting the views of the Committee who,
upon their completion, proposed to assume
authority, not indeed over the whole of the
North-West, but over such portions of that
region as might be made available for culti-
vation. In November, 1864, the Committee
had announced that Canada would be pre-
pared to treat with the Imperial Government
for such portions of the territory as were
desirable, when that Government had ful-
filled its duty of bringing to an end the
Hudson's Bay Company's monopoly, which
had been created under its authority, for the
existence of which Canada was not responsi-
ble, and the benefits of the extinction of
which she would only share in common with
the rest of the Empire. In 1865, however, a
change was made in the proposals of our
delegates, who then agreed that the burden of
the indemnity should be borne by the
Province, by which the amount was to be
raised under Imperial guarantee. The effect
of this guarantee would be to lessen the
yearly cost to us of this loan from 60,000
pounds or 70,000 pounds to 40,000 pounds.
The reasons assigned by the delegates for this
change were that protracted and vexatious
litigation must ensue, and that the interests
of Canada required speedy legislation upon
the subject. To this proposition also, the
Imperial Government consented. From the
first proposal to take a selected portion of the
territory free, we had then come to taking
the whole of it, upon payment of indemnity.
The present phase of the scheme has shifted
our position so unfavourably as to contain no
assurance of providing for us the guarantee
at that time agreed upon. It was not sufficient
that our obtaining this guarantee should be
implied. If there were intention of exacting it,
how came it that it was not so stated in the
resolutions, in the silence of which we might
know that it could not be depended on, and he,
for one, would not consent to the passing of the
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resolutions, if they were to pass, without
their distinct expression that the guarantee
should be forthcoming. These he held to be
sufficient grounds why even those who agreed
with their policy should pause before com-
mitting themselves by an irrevocable consent.
The honourable and learned member then
read extracts from ýcorrespondence with the
Colonial Office, showing the apprehension of
the Department in the event of the possible
discovery of gold, of a large influx of adven-
turers, chiefly from the United States, who
might be disposed to the assertion of their
political independence, and whose presence
would necessitate the control of a strong
Government. (Hear, hear.) Hear, hear, indeed,
but the strong Government necessary was
that of England, not of Canada. A letter from
the Secretary of State of the 23rd of August,
states that the Hudson's Bay difficulty had
become so urgent, that no time should be lost
in finding its solution. When Western exten-
sion was originally proposed the people of
Western Canada were told that the arts of
peace were to be promoted, and the country
filled with prosperous industry. The whisper
was to-day of trouble, and of collision, and of
military occupation. The extension was urged
upon us now as an Imperial consideration,
but our strength was unequal to Imperial
burdens. If in the new phase of affairs Eng-
land shrinks from the establishment of a
Crown colony, is that not good reason why
we should shrink? (Hear.) The extension of
our system of canals was a subject upon
which we were all agreed, yet the condition
of our finances would not permit us to com-
mence an undertaking of unquestioned utili-
ty, and of which we could estimate the cost
and foresee the extent of responsibility, while
at the same time we were invited to embark
upon a scheme, the maximum of whose unas-
certained first cost was not to be compared
with the expenses which its possible contin-
gencies might occasion. We were required to
make and to maintain a military road west-
ward to carry Canadian troops hundreds of
miles from their Canadian homes, for the
maintenance in this outlying territory of the
name, and fame, and honour of Great Britain.
We were as yet satisfied to see our own
country protected with British soldiers, but
here we were asked to protect these new
acquisitions with our own. The cost of any of
the little wars in which we might involve
ourselves, might be estimated from the In-
dian wars across the border, and from our
own Abyssinian expedition, for which 2,000,-
000 pounds sterling had been already voted.

[Mr. Blake (Durham West)]

In the present state of our finances, and until
the Intercolonial Railroad is ascertained, he
would be unprepared to assent to an un-
known expenditure. After gracefully compli-
menting the representatives of Nova Scotia
the honourable member proceeded to refer to
their assurances of using every effort to ob-
tain a repeal of the Union, which we had
been all along led to believe had been accept-
able to the Nova Scotian people. Our first
duty was to consolidate our present Domin-
ion, and to make it what it is said not to be
now, a union of hearts as well as of territo-
ries. While the cloud hangs over our eastern
limits, we would show greater prudence in
addressing ourselves to its dissipation than in
entering upon a scheme of western extension.
Were we, when told that our present territory
was not contented to remain with us, to grasp
at extensions? Upon the policy of the resolu-
tions, he held no decided opinion, not having
bestowed adequate attention upon them, but
he held so strongly that it was right and
proper that the country should have oppor-
tunity of expression upon them that if neces-
sary, he was himself prepared to move an
amendment.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said if he thought the
views of his honourable friend from West
Durham were those of any considerable por-
tion of the people of Upper Canada, he would
be prepared to advise his colleagues-he
would be prepared himself-to withdraw
these resolutions. That honourable gentleman
came into this House as a member of the
great Liberal Party of Upper Canada, and as
such he had a right to speak; but when he
took the course he had done on this question,
he (Mr. McD.) in the name of that party-in
the name of the people of Western Canada,
both Liberal and Conservative-repudiated
his sentiments. It had been said that there
was danger in acquiring this territory; but it
could have no such effect, for we did not by
it relinquish one jot of our claims upon
British protection, nor of the oft repeated
assurance that the last man and the last
dollar of Great Britain would be expended in
our defence in case of foreign aggression.
Mere political or partizan views had no part
in determining the course of the Government
on this question. They took the broad ground
that it was necessary for our advancement as
a nation to open this great territory for the
benefit of immigration, and to open a road to
the enterprise and industry of the people of
the Dominion. The honourable member for
Lambton had truly said that our public do-
main, eligible for settlement, was at present
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confined to small patches; but here was a
great country in the west-three or four
thousand square miles of the finest soil in the
world-offered to us, and it was our true
policy to seize the offer, and strike off the
incubus which had so long hung over that
region in the shape of Hudson's Bay Com-
pany. There had never been such favourable
terms offered with regard to this great ques-
tion as those pointed to by these resolutions.
When the territory became incorporated, it
would be for us to say how fast or how slow
we should proceed in its development. The
Government had from first to last denied the
claims of the Hudson's Bay Company. They
(the Government) claimed the territory as a
part of New France ceded to Great Britain.
But this was a question which would come
before the judicial tribunals of this country.
With regard to Rupert's Land, whatever its
value, be held that it would not be for the
interest of this country to permit any power
to exist between us and the North pole. A
great deal had been said about the demands
of the Hudson's Bay Company: and no doubt,
when they saw that they could not longer bar
the gates of the fertile valley of the Red
River and Saskatchewan, they took steps, like
every other monied incorporation, to make
the most of their falling power. But they
would get no more than the strict letter of
the law would give them. The position of the
unfortunate Indians had been wretched under
the rule of the company, which never for a
moment hesitated to sacrifice them to its
trade; and the system pursued in the United
States had led to border wars of greater or
lesser magnitude. But the system which
Canada had hitherto pursued had been very
successful, and under that which was
proposed for the Government of the territory,
there need be no fear of disturbances. If any
weight were to be given to the assertion that
our water communication with the North-
West must be through an American canal, the
same logic must apply to a great portion of
our frontier, in the proximity of which forts
might be erected, whose guns would com-
mand our shipping. If such considerations
were permitted to interrupt our progress, we
might as well at once abandon Western
Canada. In their diplomacy and Government
in this country, it must be admitted that
Downing Street made mistakes from a want of
knowledge of our interests, but here the terri-
tory was offered to us to do as we please with.
We could use our own judgment as to the man-
ner in which we should deal with it; and how
fast or how slow we should proceed in its

development. If the country were opened up
the Government could sell the land for many
times the sum it would cost to organize it and
extinguish the claims of the Hudson's Bay
Company. When the American Government
were paying enormous sums for regions of
ice, how much more would they give for this
fertile tract, and thus even putting the ques-
tion on such low grounds the acquisition of
this region would be a splendid speculation.
The honourable gentleman referred to the
course pursued by the thirteen American
colonies when they first became confederated.
With debt hanging over their heads and an
impoverished treasury, they were not afraid
to move forward by the acquisition of new
territory till they became one of the most
prosperous and powerful peoples in the
world. As now, with the blighting effects of
the great war hanging over them, with an
enormous debt and burdensome taxation,
they did not hesitate in purchasing ever more
ice fields, in their desire for expansion. If we
did not expand we must contract. As a
Canadian, and an Upper Canadian, he desired
to see this country progress westward. When
his honourable friend from West Durham saw
we were moving too fast in this matter, he
merely gave what was the best reason he
could offer for voting against the resolutions.
His honourable friend, the Minister of Militia,
had been accused of opposing western exten-
sion, but the charge was unjust. That honour-
able gentleman was willing and desirous to
see progress in that direction. He was not, of
course, so deeply interested as gentlemen
from Western Canada, but he gave it a gener-
ous and hearty support. The honourable gen-
tleman went on to show that Confederation
would be incomplete without the incorpora-
tion of the North-West, British Columbia,
and Vancouver's Island. The question had
been brought before the House as one of
practical value, and there could not be a
question that the people of Upper Canada
were in favour of the measure. Whatever
might be their opinion of the course of his
honourable colleagues-whatever might be
their opinion of his own conduct-he im-
plored honourable gentlemen, and especially
those from Western Canada, to stand fast by
the views which they had so constantly ex-
pressed, and which the people of Upper
Canada endorsed; and in the interests of
their country stand up manfully for the prin-
ciples contained in the resolutions before the
House. During the delivery of his speech the
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honourable gentleman was repeatedly ap-
plauded, and took his seat amid loud cheers
from all parts of the House.

It being six o'clock the Speaker left the
Chair.

Affer recess,

Mr. Blake said he was glad he had aroused
the mind of the Minister of Public Works to
feel the importance of this great question-as
he had now discussed the question with more
zeal than he discussed it when he introduced
it to the notice of the House. He did not
arrogate to himself the right to speak for any
party, but he spoke as an i4dependent mem-
ber of the House. He had told his constituents
that until he saw the state of our income and
expenditure, and how far the construction of
the Intercolonial Railway would increase our
debt, he would oppose any measure that
would tend to add to our indebtedness. He
did not think it should be made a party
question. His honourable friend, the Minister
of Public Works, had warned them not to be
swayed by the considerations of party, and he
had imputed to them low, petty or mean
motives. He thought his honourable friend
had better leave it to others who had a more
consistent record to whom to impute these
motives. His nonourable friend had not an-
swered this point, that so late as the 20th
Nov. last, it was not the policy of the Gov-
ernment to carry these resolutions at the
present session, and having now changed
their policy, it was their duty to make some
explanation to the House. He was not dis-
posed to take the statement of the Govern-
ment on trust; but, thought they had a right
to demand an explanation from the Gov-
ernment. As no explanation had been given,
he could find no reason for it than this: if
this Government do not act in this matter,
the British Government will be obliged to act,
and erect that territory into a Crown Colony,
or cede it to the United States. We would not
be deprived of it by its being erected into a
Crown Colony. Therefore, this haste must be
to prevent its being ceded to a foreign power.
If Great Britain in consequence of difficulties
is prepared to cede away this territory to
some foreign power can there be a stronger
argument for our not taking up that which
Great Britain is unable to bear? His honoura-
ble friend had pointed out that his arguments
on the question of defence were futile be-
cause we would still have Great Britain at
our back. There was no doubt that in time of
need we would have help from Great Britain;

[Mr. Blake (Durham West)]

yet it is incumbent upon us to provide for our
defence to the extent of our means, and if we
assumed control of this territory we would
have to do something to put it in such a state
that law or order would be carried out. He
quoted from a report made by Gen. Michel
to prove the difficulty of defending that terri-
tory and to show that without a military road
to Fort Garry it would prove a source of
weakness instead of a source of strength,
either to Great Britain or Canada.

Mr. Jones (Halifax) thought the question
had been considered too much with reference
to old Canadian politics. The question was
comparatively a new one to representatives
from the Maritime Provinces. He thought, in
view of difficulties arising from opposition to
Confederation in Nova Scotia and a large
portion of New Brunswick, the Government
should have delayed bringing down these
resolutions until the Dominion became more
consolidated and they were better prepared
to assume the expense and responsibility of
more extended territory. However, if the
resolutions were passed, and he supposed
they would be, he had sufficient confidence in
the integrity, ability and judgment of the
gentlemen who administer the affairs of the
country, to believe that they would negotiate
for the best arrangement that could be made
for the interests of the Dominion at large.
The honourable member for Saint John had
argued in favour of opening up the territory,
as the people of that territory were in need of
a Government such as ours; but that gentle-
man should remember that charity should
begin at home. The Government should seek
to remove the objections of the people of
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick to the Un-
ion, and consolidate the present territory
before going further. Large numbers of young
men were annually leaving Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick for the United States. This
evil dernanded attention. What with finances,
defence, tariff, assimilation of currency, laws,
and other important measures. Government
had enough to do at present, without med-
dling with the Red River Settlement. When
Confederation was first talked of in Nova
Scotia, an estimate was made of the expense;
but the expense connected with the opening
up of the territory was not considered in that
estimate. Already this estimate had been ex-
ceeded and he thought there was too much
haste in entering upon this question and
incurring additional expense. At any rate, the
financial statement of the country should first
have been brought down, and then we could
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have been in a better position to judge of our
ability to undertake this work which will
require a large expenditure of money. He
would only ask the Government to "hasten
slowly," to take time and deliberate on this
great question. In reference to his position to
the Government, he would neither support
nr oppose them, but would support such
measures as in his judgment were for the
best interests of the Dominion at large. (Hear,
hear). For the reason he had stated, and for
others, he would feel it his duty to oppose the
resolutions.

Mr. Cartwright believed that this measure
would open up a great source of national
benefit. We wanted land for immigrants at
present. We had no wild lands to offer to
immigrants, and the result was that a great
portion of them went through to the United
States, but by the acquisition of this territory
we would have a home for thousands of
immigrants who would be settling and opening
up the country, and be in time a source of
considerable revenue to the country, They had
been told of an exodus of people from New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia to the United
States. This was a strong argument in favour
of opening up this territory. He would strong-
ly support the resolution.

Mr. Tremblay briefly addressed the House,
expressing his intention of voting against the
resolutions.

Mr. Killam followed, in so low a tone that
he was not heard in the gallery.

Hon. Jos. Howe, regretting that the last
speaker had not been more audible, begged
the house to regard his opinions rather in the
light of his works, than what they could have
heard of his words, as those of a representa-
tive man of Nova Scotia, the largest shipown-
er of the whole Dominion. For himself he
could never enter a shipyard where a thou-
sand ton vessel stood ready to be launched
without feeling of how little value and impor-
tance had been any act of his life compared
with the toil that it was necessary to have
expended before the British flag could be
hoisted at her masthead. He had no wish to
delay the business of the House, being most
anxious to be able to leave for home on
Saturday, and therefore, although scarcely
prepared, would address himself to the ques-
tion at that hour. The Hon. Minister of Mi-
litia had quoted him as stating that this
North-Western extension would cost the
country only to the five or six millions. His
statement was that it should cost only five or

99038-14

six millions. The stock of the Hudson's Bay
Company was worth last year in London only
one million sterling, but when it had been
known that Canada was about to bite for
their territory, their stock had been watered.
When he said watered, he meant that a trans-
action had taken place in the metropolis
fraudulent to the whole country. A meeting
was held of four or five knowing ones, who
thought that they had some influence in
Canada, and perhaps they had, and who, in
conjunction with the Company, formed them-
selves into a financial association to put the
Company's stock into the market at a value
of two millions sterling, and by whom in less
than a fortnight the people of England were
cheated, or were attempted to be cheated, out
of the difference. The four or five knowing
ones said Canada wants this property, and we
can get two millions out of Canada. Now two
millions sterling were ten millions of dollars,
and that was the price we should be called
upon to pay. They might do it if they liked-
what odds was it to him-his country was
ruined, (oh, oh,) her credit was ruined. His
honourable friend (Mr. Jones) on leaving
Halifax had left an order on the Treasury
for $800, and that order was not paid yet. In
the whole history of Nova Scotia when was
her credit damned until now? At a moment
when our stocks were discredited and dis-
graced, we were asked to vote two millions
sterling to a knot of financial schemers for a
country, God knew where, and bounded by
God knew what. (Laughter.) A pamphlet of
Mr. Joseph Neilson, which he held in his hand,
disclosed the history of the whole transaction.
The Hon. Minister of Militia had declared upon
his honour that the Hudson Bay Company
had no right to a large portion of this territo-
ry, and which was really the property of
ourselves. If this were the case he called
upon the Hon. Minister to raise the posse
comitatus, (laughter) and to go in and take
possession of what belonged to us, and for
which, if it did so belong, he would rather
shed his blood than pay Canadian money. Let
the Hon. Minister raise a body of young men
to go in and occupy this territory of ours, and
if any one obstructs them we would ask the
reason why. The moment this House decided
that it was ours, and that we meant to take
it-that moment the Stock of the Hudson Bay
Company would go back to where it was
before it had been watered. He had only one
wish in his heart-let him go home next
week and he would vote for anything. (Much
laughter.) But he could not see London
speculators laughing at the poor French
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Canadians, the ignorant Bluenoses, and the
penniless West Canadians, (laughter) and he
appealed to them not to let the understanding
of the country sink into contempt in the
derision of our simplicity. Could anyone with
the report of Gen. Michel in his hand honest-
ly ask them to take possession of this imprac-
ticable country? They were told what the
U.S. had done-how they had bought up
everything in their way and gone ahead at a
tremendous rate, but the United States had a
population of six millions before they had
purchased a single acre. (An honourable
member-we have four millions.) True, we
had four millions, but not a compact popula-
tion like that of the old American Colonies,
but scattered over the deuce of a line of
straggling country. (Laughter.) When he saw
a small sturdy man, muscular, broad shoul-
dered, and well knit, like the breed of horses
called in England a Suffolk Punch, he had
respect for his physical powers, but when he
saw a long fellow, seven feet high, (laughter)
narrow-chested, and ill-jointed, he knew that
if he were to take him in hand he could pitch
him over his shoulder in half a minute.
(Laughter) The U.S. had been of the Suff olk
Punch type, and yet, led by the foremost men
who had ever appeared on this continent,
they had waited for a population of six
millions! It had been said that he under-
valued the country, but when on the other
side he had heard it depreciated, he had
stepped forward in its defence, and would do
so still. But the men of the country would
defend themselves, and, if the men did not,
the women would. (Laughter and cheers.) We
should, however, undertake only what we
could do, and not attempt enterprizes beyond
our strength. The territories purchased by the
United States lay close by no enterprising
neighbour. We were asked to buy a country,
every road of which was dominated by
another Power-wealth and trade on one
side-poverty and desolation on the other. If
the honourable gentlemen opposite wanted to
strengthen the Ministry, let them say so
frankly, and, rather than this, he would go
over and help them. (Much laughter.) We had
the Imperial Government pressing the Gov-
ernor-General pressing the Ministry, the
Ministry pressing the House. The Hudson Bay
Company's property was being offered as at
auction with a cry of Going! Going! but let
honourable gentlemen trust themselves to the
manliness and good feeling of the Legislature,
and when it is found that we are not ready to
bite so quickly there will be a change of tone.
It would not cost one-fiftieth part of the

[Mr. Howe (Hants)]

money to sent our young men in, and let us
see who will stop them. With trade made
free, what becomes of the Hudson Bay
Company? Their watered stock would sink to
its true value, and this Dominion of yours-I
had almost said of ours (loud cheers)-remain
undishonoured by a bad bargain. When the
United States annexed Texas her population
was eighteen millions. When she annexed
California and Northern Mexico-districts
outlying as is this from ourselves-her popu-
lation was twenty-four millions. The specula-
tion which was wise and just in a man worth
twenty-four millions would be madness in a
man not worth a tenth of the money. We
should make things straight and sound at
home, before we began to extend ourselves
abroad. We were asked to imitate United
States precedent, but what would be said to
the man who proposed to the United States
the purchase of a territory unapproachable
by sea, and every high road to which was
dominated by another power? Did anyone
ever hear of any country in the world, such
as Canada, with a territory so vast, and a
population so scanty, proposing to purchase
extension? How was it that Rome had become
the mistress of the world? By stretching
herself out in this ridiculous fashion? No! She
grew no faster than her cultivation. We were
asked to grow like Jonah's gourd, to grow up
in a night, and to wither in a night by and
by in shame and desolution. How had our
own little England made her progress? The
population of England had been double ours
before she opened her first colony of Bar-
badoes. When she planted her standard in the
first of her great eastern colonies of Aus-
tralia, her population was twenty-four mil-
lions. It was folly trying to make the world
accept a counterfeit as sterling gold. Was
there no waste land here-were gentlemen
from New Brunswick so anxious to send
away population, and leave their own country
unsettled? Was ever Englishman, or Roman,
or Greek, guilty of such madness? The natu-
ral outlet of the territory, if settled, would be
the Pacific, and were we to legislate against
the laws of nature? From Nova Scotia ta
Sarnia was 1,500 miles, from Sarnia to Fort
Garry 800 miles, while from Fort Garry to
Vancouver's Island was about 1,000 miles
more. Were we to divert the commerce,
which would flow, if at all, over the shorter
course Westward, 2,300 miles in our direc-
tion? He put the question to the Hon. Min-
ister of Militia, whom he was glad to see
asleep (laughter.) He only wished that he
would sleep for the rest of the session (much
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laughter.) It reminded him, when he viewed
those slumbers of a certain worthy deacon
who, during his own Minister's sermons slept
constantly, but was always wide awake, when
a stranger happened to occupy the pulpit.
Hurt by the contrast the Minister took him to
task, and asked him why he made such a
distinction, when the deacon explained that
he did so, because he knew that he could
safely trust him, though he must be watchful
of a stranger (laughter.) His position was
converse. He could trust the Hon. Minister,
asleep, but not in his waking hours. He
forgave the honourable member for South
Lanark (Mr. Morris) his attack of last night,
in consideration for the splendid burst of
manly indignation, it had elicited from his
friend, (Mr. Huntington), to whose eloquence
he paid a high tribute. His heart warmed to
the name of Huntington, as that of one of the
noblest men Nova Scotia had ever known, to
whom, on his death, the Legislature had
raised a monument, but he hoped that it
would be long before a monument were
raised to his friend (laughter,) who, if ever he
should want a constituency, had only to set
foot in Nova Scotia (renewed laughter.) The
honourable member (Mr. Morris) had spoken
of himself as his (Mr. Howe's) disciple, but he
knew what he would have clone had he been
at an earlier age his pupil-he would have
picked a twig off a birch tree, and applied it
to a particular part of him. (Loud laughter.)
He would put his printed speeches upon the
organization of the Empire into the hands of
any three members, and if, on reading them,
they gave the verdict that they did not sus-
tain the views he now held, he would be
contented with Union. Reference had been
made frequently to Professor Goldwin
Smith, with whom he was not here to express
his agreement, but his school was largely
increasing, and becoming a power in England.
The honourable member, glancing also at the
influence of Mr. Bright in passing the Reform
Bill, went on to speak of the ignorance of
Canadian affairs displayed by authorities at
home, to whose enquiry, at the time of the
TRENT affair, as to whether the transporta-
tion of the Guards from Halifax were pos-
sible, he had promised that, if necessary, they
would be driven over by the Halifax Tandem
Club, and, while paying a compliment to the
ability of H.R.H., Commanding-in-Chief, de-
clined to take him as an authority upon
American topography. He depreciated the
tendency to universal travel in these days of
locomotion, when everybody went abroad,
and nobody stayed at home. He had not
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observed that it improved young Nova Sco-
tians to rub off the honest simplicity of their
homes, nor had he noticed that the Nova
Scotian girls, who returned from foreign ex-
cursions with parasols and jewellery, were
greatly the better in health or virtue. He had,
himself, travelled a good deal, but he had
known no country superior to his own, where
he, who had worked for more hours in 365
days than would be possible perhaps else-
where, could sit down under his own oak or
maple with no man to make him afraid.
Referring to the attack of the honourable
member for Northumberland, which he dared
say he had not lost greatly, by not hearing
(laughter) he compared him to the sixty feet
tide flow of the Bay of Fundy, which makes a
great noise, and is called a "bore". (Laugh-
ter.) As the tide rises nearly every day and
nearly every night, people become accus-
tomed to the bore and do not mind it. (Con-
tinued laughter.) He then, after complimen-
tary reference to the speech of Mr. Simpson,
who had amused him by the information he
had given of the Hudson Bay Company's
determination to establish the Church of
England, he asked were we to be called upon
to pay the debts of mother country? Suppose
his old father was to be extravagant and die,
was it necessary that he should pay his
debts? And here was our old father, who
ain't dead, but alive and kicking, and were
we to pay his debts? He would say to such a
proposal, "Look here, old fellow, this won't
do, you are bringing the whole family to
disgrace." The establishment of a moral pow-
er had been spoken of, but he wished that
somebody would establish a moral power
over the rulers of the country, the honourable
gentleman had said that love of country
might be seriously affected by taxation, and
the leader of one of the Local Governments
had given the warning to his people to pre-
pare for an income tax. The high taxation in
the United States now expelled any feeling of
admiration for that country among our popu-
lation; but by and bye, when we by pursuing
such schemes as this, which would add vastly
to our expenses, had brought our taxation up
to theirs the feeling would change, and there
would be many who would long for a connec-
tion with that country. The late distractions
of the United States had arisen because their
country was too large. The illustrious States
of ancient times were not large. Rome and
Greece laid the foundations of their greatness
by their concentrating forces at first, and not
scattering them abroad. When his honourable
friend the Minister of Public Works had
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made the country which we at present
possessed all that it was capable of being
made, it would be time for this country to
talk of colonization and conquest, and other
grand ideas. The honourable gentleman sat
down amid applause.

Hon. Mr. Tilley said he had never listened
with greater pain to any speech than to the
one just delivered by the member for Hants,
not because he (Mr. Howe) had changed his
views, but because his statements were cal-
culated to damage our position in the eyes of
the world. (Hear, hear). Then he speaks of
this country being indefensible, that it is
utterly impossible to defend us. It cannot but
produce a powerful and injurious effect upon
our position with reference to the United
States. He (Mr. Tilley) referred to the occa-
sion when he and Mr. Howe were in England
together, the time of the TRENT aff air. The
Minister of War sent for them to confer on
the situation. He would ask the honourable
member for Hants if he did not with his own
hand draft a document which Mr. Van-
koughnet and himself (Mr. Tilley) gladly
signed and submitted to the Foreign Office,
stating that if the Intercolonial Railroad was
constructed and backed by British power, we
would be able to defend ourselves against all
aggression? (Applause). With reference to the
Hudson's Bay Company, he asserted if these
resolutions should pass and legal claims of
that Company were left to the Courts, their
stock would soon be not two millions, but less
than one. This question had been thoroughly
discussed in New Brunswick during the last
election, and they decided for Union on the
understanding that the North-West would be
brought into the Union. On the hustings he
had stated that in his judgment three years
would not pass before this Dominion would
embrace the whole of the territory from the
Atlantic to the Pacific. The financial state-
ment would be made to-morrow, and he
believed it would be found that the finances
were not in such a bad state as some honour-
able gentlemen imagined. He believed the
majority of the people in New Brunswick
would support these resolutions, because they
deemed them absolutely necessary to make
Confederation what they had desired and
expected to become when they voted for it.
Talk about expenditures. Thirty-five million
acres of arable land in this territory, if
opened up for settlement, would, being at a
mere trifle per acre, repay all expenditure.
This revenue would go, not to the treasury of
Ontario, but to the treasury of the Dominion.
ie would not enter into the merits of the

[Mr. Howe (Hants)]

question at any length to-night, but he
thought it necessary to offer a few remarks in
answer to the member for Hants.

Hon. Mr. Smith in reply, agreed that the
Minister of Customs did not correctly state
the opinion of the people of New Brunswick
when he represented them as in favour of
acquiring this territory at any cost to the
Dominion. While the question of Confeder-
ation was pending there, it was said that no
steps would be taken in this matter until the
state of the finances permitted, and yet be-
fore any attempt was made to show our condi-
tion, these resolutions were suddenly intro-
duced and Parliament was asked to commit
itself to a scheme which might involve an
expenditure of millions. He (Mr. Smith) be-
lieved this action would stir up and stimulate
opposition to the Union in New Brunswick.
Nine-tenths of the people, notwithstanding
the assertions of the Minister of Customs,
were opposed to any movement at present in
favour of acquiring this territory. He im-
plored the Government, if it desired to avoid
the creation of bad feeling in the Maritime
Provinces, if it desired to establish the Union
on a firm and stable foundation, not to force
this measure through the House now, but at
least to postpone it until it could be fully
discussed and considered by the people of the
Dominion.

Hon. Mr. Howe again spoke briefly in reply
to some personal observations made by the
Minister of Justice.

Hon. Mr. Fisher addressed the House in
favour of the resolutions, contending that the
acquisition of the North-West Territory had
been approved by the people of New Bruns-
wick, who looked upon it, together with the
enlargement of the canais, as justly due to
the West in connection with the construction
of the Intercolonial Railway, for the benefit
chiefly of the Eastern Provinces.

Mr. Anglin was opposed to the resolutions,
and that this was not a proper time to bring
them forward. If they sent an address to Her
Majesty, founded on these resolutions, the
Imperial Government would issue a procla-
mation, and by virtue of that proclamation,
that territory would be annexed to us with
all its liabilities. Then the claims of the
Hudson's Bay Company would be settled by
mutual agreement of judicial decision. This
would put it entirely out of the power of this
Parliament to legislate upon this subject. The
resolutions should be so modified that we
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would know exactly what powers we were
giving the Government, and they would know
what powers they received.

The remaining resolutions were then adopt-
ed, with the understanding that further de-
bate might take place on the question of
concurrence on Monday.

On motion of Mr. McDougall, the sixth
clause, referring to the agreement with the
Hudson's Bay Company, was amended by the
addition of the following words:-"Such
agreement to have no effect or validity until
first sanctioned by the Parliament of Can-
ada."

The House adjourned at a quarter past 2
o'clock till Saturday at 2 p.m.

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. Drew-Amendment to the Bill to ren-
der valid certain appointments by the London
Board of Trade, providing that no suits now
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pending relative to said appointments shal
be interfered with thereby.

Dr. Tupper-That the return relative to
election expenses be referred to the Finance
Minister, with a view of bringing under the
notice of the Government the fact that in
No.va Scotia these are mainly paid by the
candidates, while in the other Provinces they
are charged on the Treasury of the Dominion.

Mr. Harrison-Inquiry whether Ministers
will place in the estimates an appropriation
for erecting a new Post Office in Toronto.

Mr. Harrison-Address for the report of
Col. Woolsely as to the camp at Thorold, in
the Fall of 1866.

Mr. Harrison-That the petition of John
Gooch, asking the House to subscribe for a
certain number of copies of his work, entitled
"Manual of the Constitution of the Dominion
of Canada", be referred to the Library
Committee.
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Saturday, December 7, 1867

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

The General Committee on Elections re-
ported that they had fixed the following days
for choosing Select Election Committee:-
Kamouraska, Wednesday, 18th December
Yamaska, Thursday, 26th December.

ESTIMATES

A message was brought down from His
Excellency, transmitting estimates of the
sums required for services not otherwise
provided for, for the nine months ending 31st
March, 1868, amounting to $5,264,239.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Rose, the message
and accompanying estimates were referred to
the Committee on Supply.

THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT

The Hon. Mr. Rose then moved that the
House resolve itself into Committee of Sup-
ply, and in doing so made his financial state-
ment as Minister of Finance. In rising to lay
before the House a statement of the financial
condition of the Dominion, he asked the for-
bearance of gentlemen on both sides. In order
that they might understand more clearly the
statement he was about to make, he would
refer to the order in which he proposed to
present them:-First, account of Canada
proper-Ontario and Quebec-for the year
ending 30th June, 1866, and accounts ending
30th June, 1867; secondly, obligations of the
Dominion assumed on the lst July last; third-
ly, the financial condition of the Dominion on
the 30th November last; and lastly, statement
of income and expenditure from lst July last
till 30th June next. The public accounts for
the year ending 30th June, 1866, were already
in the hands of members; but the accounts
for the year ending 30th June 1867, were not
in a sufficient state of forwardness to be
distributed-but he would see to it that they
would be forwarded to members during the
recess. For the year ending 30th June, 1866,
the income and expenditure of Canada proper
was as follows: Total receipts from all
sources, $12,672,880. There were, however,
debentures sold that year amounting to $400,

leaving the receipts on ordinary accounts,
$12,672,480. The expenditure for the same
period was $12,418,105, but of this sum
$335,979 was for the redemption of the public
debt, leaving for ordinary expenditure for
that year $12,082,126, showing surplus on lst
July, 1866, of $590,354. It was to be remem-
bered, too, that several large items of expendi-
ture for that year are of an exceptional
character and would not likely occur again.
For the year ending 30th June, 1867, the total
receipts $16,400,139, and the total expenditure
$14,729,090, leaving an apparent surplus of
$1,671,049-these receipts include $3,986,900
as receipts for debentures issued that year;
and the expenditures include $1,813,117 re-
demption of public debt-so that the normal
receipts for that year were $12,412,239 and
the normal expenditure $12,915,973, leaving
an apparent deficit of $503,733. This expendi-
ture also includes a large amount for excep-
tional accounts. The Militia expenditure,
which began on the previous year had, to a
certain extent, to be continued this year to
the amount of $1,412,932; also on public
works which would not be likely to occur
again. For instance, the Parliament Buildings,
$466,382; the dues refunded in consequence of
the new tarif! of last session amounting to
$270,427. These items were of exceptional
character, and might fairly be deducted from
the ordinary expenditure of that year. He
would next enter upon a statement of the
finances of the Dominion since lst July last.
The House was aware that the Dominion, in
assuming the revenue of the various Prov-
inces, also assumed their liabilities. It was
stipulated in the Union Act that the debt
assumed by the Dominion was, for Ontario
and Quebec, sixty-two and one-half millions;
for Nova Scotia six millions; and for New
Brunswick seven millions; it was further
provided that the Dominion should pay inter-
est on these three amounts. In addition to all
these amounts, the Dominion has to pay
eighty cents per head of population of the
several Provinces at the time of Union; and a
further sum to Ontario of $80,000; to Quebec,
$70,000; to Nova Scotia, $60,000; and to New
Brunswick $50,000. New Brunswick also re-
ceived in addition to these sums an additional
sum of $53,000, for the consideration men-
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tioned in the Union Act. The Dominion also
has to pay the salaries of all the officers of
the Dominion, in the different Provinces. He
mentioned these facts that the House might
correctly understand the various items of
outlay for which it was a duty to ask a vote
from them. He would not proceed with his
financial statement of the Dominion since
its existence. Honourable gentlemen would
remember that the several items of revenue
which were placed to the Dominion account
would, when the machinery of the Local
Government should be set in working order,
revert to them-such for Instance as the
receipts from Crown Lands, which this year
appeared in the Dominion account. The total
amount received from all sources throughout
the Dominion from lst July last to 30th
November, is $7,427,615; the expenditure dur-
ing the same period, $5,323,085; leaving the
apparent surplus of $2,104,530. Statement B
of the printed document in members' hands
showed in detail the receipts and expendi-
tures in Canada proper-Ontario and Quebec.
The receipts are $5,922,756; expenditure, $2,-
950,592. In Nova Scotia the receipts are
$769,689; the expenditure, $550,414. The sub-
sidy to the same Province is $317,449. In
addition to which expenditure the January
interest amounting to $102,051 had been
provided for in London; and drafts were met
by Barings on account of the Pictou Railroad
for $149,377, both coming to $242,428, making
altogether $1,102,930. The excess of payment
to Nova Scotia over receipts, $340,002. (Hear,
heari The receipts from New Brunswick are
$491,276; expenditure, $471,966; leaving ap-
parent surplus of $19,330; to which, however,
has been added balance of cash on hand lst
July last amounting to $275,542, showing a
total amount of receipts in excess of expendi-
ture of $294,872. Since that period there has
been paid on interest on a certain amount,
and some provincial bonds have been re-
deemed, amounting in all to $304,605, show-
ing an excess of expenditure over receipts of
$9,733.

The local revenue of Ontario since lst July
last amounts to $136,597; the subsidy paid to
that Province is $488,960, leaving a difference
of $352,302 on 30th of November last. The
local revenue of Quebec is $107,276; the sub-
sidy to that Province is $397,499, leaving a
difference of $290,233. He had thus given
briefly a statement of the accounts between
the Dominion and the various Provinces,
from the 1st July up to the 30th November
last.

[Mr. Rose (Huntingdon)]

Hon. Mr. Holton asked information of the
item arrears in the accounts with the various
Provinces.

Hon. Mr. Rose said that, in Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick, there were necessarily,
at the date of Union, very considerable sums
due to these Provinces not then collected, and
others which had been voted by their Leg-
islatures, not then paid. These belonged to
the previous year's transactions, but neces-
sarily came into the accounts of the Domin-
ion. The Dominion having taken possession of
all the revenues of the Lower Provinces,
necessarily had to make good the sums voted
by the Legislatures of these Provinces which
related to the service of the year anterior to
Union. When the accounts came to be cor-
rectly balanced, there would be no difficulty
in ascertaining what belonged to each
Province.

Hon. Mr. Holton said he had referred more
particularly to the item of arrears, with ref-
erence to the old Province of Canada.

Hon. Mr. Rose explained that the sum re-
ferred to, $1,045,000, consisted of warrants
unpaid at 30th June, on account of the expen-
diture of the previous year. He would now
come to state what was the actual condition
of our engagements at the present mo-
ment-in other words-the amounts of the
floating debt of the Dominion, and the course
he proposed to take in dealing with the
floating debt. The floating debt represented
the accumulation of a good many years. The
statement he would now submit was made up
to 3lst October last. There were due to the
fiscal agents in England, on Canada account
-that is, on account of what was now Ontario
and Quebec-$2,404,115; due to the fiscal
agents of Nova Scotia $134,740; due to the
fiscal agents of New Brunswick $263,980-
making a total sum due to the fiscal agents
in England of $3,980,835. There were due in
Canada, principally to the Bank of Montreal,
$2,575,000, and a further sum on the redemp-
tion of circulation of $346,066, from which
however were to be deducted bonds the prov-
ince would receive on paying that amount,
amounting to $196,989, leaving $149,086 to be
added to the sum he had previously men-
tioned making as the total due to the Bank
of Montreal, $2,724,086. There had also to be
provided on account of the sinking fund-
which was properly charged to revenue, but
which had found its way into the accounts
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of the fiscal agents-a further sum of $206,980,
making the total floating debt of the Dominion
on the 31st October last $6,911,901.

Mr. Cartwright-Is that exclusive of Pro-
vincial Notes and Debentures?

Mr. Rose-Yes. He would now state to the
House the mode which Government proposed
to deal with the floating debt. In the first
place, there were certain assets of the Gov-
ernment of Canada which ought to be real-
ized in order to go in liquidation of that debt.
There were 220,000 pounds sterling bonds of
the Province of Nova Scotia now in the hands
of the fiscal agents in England. That one item
represented about a million of dollars. There
were due to the Dominion of Canada certain
sums by various corporations, institutions,
and municipalities, which, if all collected,
would reduce in a very considerable degree
the amount of floating debt. He did not
presume it was possible with due regard to
existing interests to force unduly or harshly
the payment of these large sums, but a very
considerable portion of them he was satisfied
might be made available within a not very
remote period.

Hon. Mr. Holion asked if the honourable
gentleman would mention the nature of these
assets.

Hon. Mr. Rose said the Great Western
Railway was due a large sum, and several
other corporations, etc., were due consider-
able sums.

Hon. Mr. Holon asked whether he included
the liabilities of municipalities under the
Municipal Loan Fund Act.

Hon. Mr. Rose said he did not allude to
these.

Hon. Mr. J. S. Macdonald-You refer to the
Great Western and Northern liabilities.

Hon. Mr. Rose-Yes.

Mr. Mackenzie-They will give you nearly
the whole amount.

Hon. Mr. Holon-And there is the liability
of the Bank of Upper Canada.

Hon. Mr. Rose-Possibly. He would now go
on to state what further provision he
proposed to make for meeting this floating
debt; and he would at once state that he did
not propose doing anything which would in-
terfere with the commercial and banking in-
stitutions of the country. (Hear, hear). He did
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not think it would be wise to attempt to
deplete the deposits which were in the banks
by obtaining from them a loan to Govern-
ment of the very considerable sum which he
had mentioned as now due on the floating
debt. He certainly much preferred a domestic
to a foreign loan. (Hear, hear). It gave people
a greater interest in the stability of our
institutions, and after allowance was made
for commissions, exchange, etc., a domestic
loan at a higher rate of interest was probably
cheaper than a foreign loan at a lower rate;
but as he had said, he thought it would be
unwise to attempt at once and hastily to
absorb, the floating debt by means of a loan.
A large amount of money now invested in
mortgages and other securities would gra-
dually come in if Provincial debentures were
issued; but if debentures were issued to the
amount that would be necessary to wipe out
the floating debt, the Government would
necessarily come into competition with the
banks for money now deposited in them, and
this would compel the banks to restrict the
facilities they would otherwise afford to mer-
chants for purchasing their Spring importa-
tions, which would be an unfortunate result
that would react very injudiciously on the
Customs revenue of succeeding months. But
there were other very considerable sums in
the country which individuals, trustees, and
others would be glad to invest in Government
securities, and he proposed to ask power to
create a Dominion stock in which trustees
and executors, corporations, Court of Chan-
cery, and others entrusted with trust monies,
might be able to make their investments. He
believed that a very considerable proportion
of our indebtedness might be gradually ab-
sorbed in that way. The Government
proposed also to give facilities for the pur-
chase of terminable annuities. The statistics
of insurance companies showed that there
was a considerable demand for that kind of
annuity, and that many individuals would be
glad to purchase annuities at a rate of inter-
est something like six per cent, either on
their own lives, or those of their children. A
considerable sum might be made available to
the Government in that way. There was a
third source from which a considerable sum
might be obtained-the extension of the prin-
cipal of Savings Banks. If there was anything
which the Government ought to encourage, if
it could, it was habits of economy and thrift
on the part of the population; and if there
was any class of securities which ought to be
put beyond the reach of possible contingen-
cies, it was the savings of the poor. We found
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that where Government had taken Savings
Banks under their protection, the number of
depositors and amounts per head in propor-
tion to population were very much increased.
In Ontario and Quebec the Savings Banks
were generally branches of other Banks. In
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, where the
savings deposited were guaranteed by Gov-
ernment, we found in proportion a much
larger number of depositors and larger
amount deposited than were deposited in or-
dinary ones. Post Office Savings Banks in
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick amounted to
$1,411,804, representing 8,412 deposits. In
Canada we have in our Savings Banks $3,-
571,494, and the number of depositors was
but 15,179, showing the deposits in those
Provinces where Government facilities have
been afforded to be $2.30 per head, while in
Canada they amounted to $1.15. The number
of depositors in Canada was 1 in 235, in Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick 1 in 168.

Mr. Blake asked if the amount given in-
cluded Building Societies.

Hon. Mr. Rose said it included the whole,
except those which the Government had not
heard of, being Savings Banks connected
with Banks.

Mr. Blake-That is a very considerable item.

Hon. Mr. Rose-It appears in the monthly
returns as among ordinary deposits. There
was another means by which the Government
thought that a considerable amount of money
might be obtained and additional security be
afforded the public. He referred to giving the
same guarantee to those who insure their lives
as were now given by the Life Insurance
Companies. There were no less than 29
Life Insurance Companies doing considerable
business, upon whose solvency the savings of
many families for years were dependent, and
these companies would no doubt willingly
give the necessary guarantee. In England
there was invested no less than $45,438,000 in
old and Post Office Savings Banks. There was
still another way in which some part of the
floating debt might be absorbed-by further
circulation of Provincial notes. When the cir-
culation was commenced, in September, 1866,
it was about 19 per cent of the total bank
circulation, and it had gradually run up to
28.23 per cent of the total circulation. There
was but one more means, namely, the issue of
exchequer bills with some provision in connec-
tion with silver. Inquiries were now being
made, but it was premature at present to
state details. A plan is being considered but

[Mr. Rose (Huntingdon)]

the information now being obtained led to the
belief that this subject could be dealt with to
the advantage of the Government and great
relief of the country. (Hear, hear). He had
now referred to six different ways by means
of which the floating debt might gradually be
absorbed, and he certainly felt that it was
one of the first duties pressing on the Gov-
ernment to get rid of that amount of fioating
obligation. It was not fitting that credits in-
tended to be only for temporary relief should
be turned into permanent loans. (Hear, hear).
Let us get rid of the fioating debt, and there
would be no fear that the ordinary revenues
would meet the expenditure we might be
called on to bear.

Hon. Mr. Holfon asked whether the ar-
rangements of the Government in respect to
its credits were of such a character as would
enable his honourable friend to raise money
in proper time to meet the demands.

Hon. Mr. Rose said they would on the 1st
December. Their matured loan with the Bank
of Montreal for $2,700,000 Government had
arranged to renew up to 30th of June next.
As to the amount due to the fiscal agents in
England, he believed there would be no diffi-
culty in obtaining an extension of time at the
present rate of interest.

Hon. Mr. Holfon asked what was paid now.

Hon. Mr. Rose thought 5 per cent. He had
much pleasure in stating that after providing
for the January interest, now in course of
remittance, a very considerable sum would
remain at the credit of the Government. He
now came to the question of ways and means
for the current year. In the position in which
we found ourselves at present, having to
provide for the wants of New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia, it was extremely difficult to get
a correct estimate of what the expenditure
was likely to be; and he read the extract of a
letter from Auditor-General Langton in sup-
port of this statement. He also called the
attention of the House to the principle on
which the estimates had been brought down.
Government had arrived at the best conclu-
sion they could as to the wants during the
current year to the 30th June next. They then
estimated the amount not provided of that
sum. The amount estimated in his statements
was for three-quarters of the year ending 31st
March next, not provided for by some Act of
Parliament. Government had felt that it
would not be right to ask a general vote of
credit for any longer period than till Par-
liament met next session; before which time
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they hoped to be able to place in the posses-
sion of the House detailed estimates of all
branches of the service; but it was impossible
to do this till appropriations had been made.
He would now state what our wants were
likely to be. For a right understanding of
this, it was necessary that he should mention
that in the Maritime Provinces there were
large amounts of works going on, contracted
for previous to the date at which Dominion
began. Some of these might be found to be
mere local works, others would form part of
those to be included in the property of the
Dominion. The rate of progress of these works,
it was quite impossible to form any
accurate estimate of. Existing contracts were
going on, and the Dominion was bound to
meet the expenditure either out of capital
account or ordinary expenditure, and should
endeavour to distinguish between what he con-
sidered capital account and what was ordi-
nary expenditure. The estimates of expendi-
ture were as follows:-Interest on the public
debt $4,363,000; charges on management, in-
cluding premium, discount and exchange
$150,000; sinking fund $206,980; civil govern-
ment, including salaries of judges in Lower
Provinces $324,926; administration of justice
$439,000; police, river, harbour and frontier
$55,000. Penitentiary and Rockwood Asylum
$176,500; legislation $575,000; Observatories,
Toronto and Quebec, $7,200; geological sur-
vey, $30,000, $10,000 being added to the for-
mer grant, so that the Lower Provinces might
have the benefit of the service of the able
head survey. The next item for militia in-
cluding marine and defensive expenditure, a
large sum was on capital account, and would
not have to be met in subsequent years,
$1,600,000. The ordinary expenditure was
$744,240 including Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick. But there were other items which
this year had to be met, for instance, $150,000
for barrack accommodation. Stores pur-
chased, $200,000. These incidental items
amount to $543,490; and would not come into
subsequent years; but he did not believe
there was a man in the House who would
grudge any sum necessary for the defence of
their homes. (Hear, hear). Arts, agriculture,
and statistics, $12,000; immigration and quar-
antine, $50,000; pensions, $53,750; public
works, buildings and railways on construction
account in Canada, $491,000; Nova Scotia,
$912,000; New Brunswick, $522,500. Then the
current expenditures on account of public
works was, Canada, $20,750; Nova Scotia,
$10,000; New Brunswick, $5,000.

99038-151

Mr. Mackenzie asked if the old appropria-
tions were al expended.

Hon. Mr. Rose said there was, by reference
to the public accounts, upwards of three
millions of old appropriations standing at the
disposal of various departments. The course
which he thought proper, in order that Par-
liament might every year have distinct con-
trol over the year's expenditure, was that at
the end of the fiscal year sums over appro-
priations should be returned, and that there
should be a new vote taken every year.

Mr. Mackenzie-That was the system in
England, and was promised last year, and he
expected to find a statement of unexpended
sums in the accounts brought -down.

Hon. Mr. Rose said that there was a state-
ment showing an unexpended balance of
three millions on hand. The Government es-
timated the expenditure for the year begin-
ning July 1st, 1867, and ending 30th June,
1868, proposing to write off all existing ap-
propriations and beginning with a clean sheet
from lst July last. The next item was provin-
cial steamers, $79,725, included in which were
subsidies payable to Nova Scotia for steamers
in that Province, $4,725; next was light-
houses, buoys, etc., $246,000; then fisheries,
$40,000; marine hospital and distressed sea-
men, $38,400; subsidy to ocean steamers,
$218,000, making a total of $622,025. Then to
be added to this was indemnity under Seig-
norial Tenure Act, $290,000, which would have
perhaps, ultimately to be provided by Lower
Canada, according to the result of the arbi-
tration for the settlement of the debts of the
two Provinces. Then there followed the items
of culling timber, $65,000; railway and steam-
boat inspection, $90,000; Indian fund and an-
nuities, $181,000; miscellaneous, $162,000;
collection of revenue, which was divided be-
tween Customs and Excise, the former being
$643,000, and the latter $140,000, making
together $783,000; post office, $735,000;
maintenance of public works, $700,000. He
would mention in connection with this item,
that Government proposed to establish a dif-
ferent principle from that which had previous-
ly existed in regard to revenue of railways in
New Brunswick, by making it necessary for
the officers of those roads to return gross
income instead of deducting working ex-
penses and returning only net revenue. (Hear,
hear). This was, no doubt, the true principle
that all revenues should be paid in, the
Government paying salaries and other costs
of management. These minor revenues were
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estimated at $10,000. These items together
made a total possible expenditure for the
year of $16,226,801, from which, however,
was to be deducted $1,925,000, for items
which he had stated to the House properly
belonged to construction or capital account,
leaving the ordinary estimated expenditure of
the year $14,301,301. 'He would close this
branch of his statement by saying that of this
expenditure the items which the auditors
according to the best information he had been
able to get, found were not provided for by
accounts of Parliament, amounted to $7,019,-
039, three-fourths of which, $5,264,279 was
the amount mentioned in the message from
His Excellency as necessary to be provided,
to carry on the Government till 31st March.
He then stated the probable revenue of the

year. They estimated the

Revenue from Customs at ........ $
From Excise ..................
Postage ......................
Ocean Postage................
Public Works, including light ....
Provincial Steamers .............
Ordnance lands .................
Casual and miscellaneous ........
Interest on investments ..........
Premiums and discount .........
Bank Interests .................
Law fees ........... ...........
Fines and forfeitures ............
Bill stamps ...................
Law Fee Fund, U.C. ............
Tonnage, duties, Quebec River

Police ......................
Tonnage duty, mariners' Fund ...
Passengers duty, immigration and

quarantine ....................
Railway and steamboat inspec ..
Fisheries .......................
Cullers' fees ....................
Penitentiary ....................
M ilitia .........................
Sundry special receipts ..........
Copyright duties ................
Indian fund ....................
Great Western Railway Int. A/C ..
Receipts from sales Public Works
Northern Railway Interest A/C ..
Consolidated Fund Investment

A ccount ......................
Montreal Harbour Commissioners

9,121,900
3,000,000

569,000
50,000

837,000
35,000
30,000
30,000
12,000
20,000
18,000
25,000
10,500

100,000
40,000

10,000
18,000

25,000
40,000
43,000
60,000
50,000
20,000

2,000
4,000

100,000
50,000
65,000
14,600

50,000
7,000

Making a total of ............ $14,457,400
[Mr. Rose (Huntingdon)]

The result of these details was this, that the
ordinary estimated expenditure for the cur-
rent year, up to 30th June next, was $14,-
301,301; and the estimated revenue
$14,457,400-leaving a surplus of $156,090.

Hon. Mr. Holton -But on the whole ac-
counts of the year there will be a deficiency
to be met in some way.

Hon. Mr. Rose denied that. They had to
provide undoubtedly for the amount neces-
sary to construct those railways in the Lower
Provinces, but that amount might be found to
be within the $7,000,000 and $8,000,000 to be
assumed respectively by Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick.

Hon. Mr. Anglin asked whether in estimat-
ing the amount to be paid to the Lower
Provinces, the Finance Minister included the
interest on existing debts.

Hon. Mr. Rose said he had. His honourable
friend (Mr. Holton) had asked for the subsi-
dies payable by the Government to the sever-
al Provinces. They amounted to $2,797,446,
from which, however, had to be deducted the
interest payable by Ontario and Quebec on
the capital of $8,700,000, the estimated sum
by which the debt of these two Provinces
exceeded $62,500,000, the debt with which
they came into the Union. He hoped that the
House would understand that in speaking of
the items of permanent works it was not
intended by that amount to increase the debt
of the Dominion, for it might be, and he
trusted it would be, within the debt with
which these Provinces entered the Union. In
the statement which he had thus en-
deavoured, as briefly as possible, to lay
before the House, the sums dealt with were
considerable, but the resources, means and
energies of this country, were, he believed,
ample to meet the demands upon them. He
would state a few facts with reference to the
progress of these Provinces during the last
eight or ten years, which would illustrate
their resources and capabilities. In Nova
Scotia, in 1856, the revenue from Customs
and Excise was $377,270. In 1866 it had
increased to $1,231,902. (Hear, hear). The im-
ports of the Province rose from $8,349,160 in
1856 to $14,381,008 in 1866, while the exports
rose in the same time from $6,864,790 to
$8,043,095, exclusive of ships sold. Then there
had been an increase in shipping from $4,-
594,000 in value in 1856 to $13,749,000 in 1866.
He was satisfied this evidence on the part of
our elder sister would be regarded with great
satisfaction by all the Western Provinces. He
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also gave figures showing the increased pro-
ductiveness of the coal and gold mines of that
Province. Then coming to New Brunswick the
progress had been equally gratifying. In 1856,
the Customs duties realized $596,994, and in
1866, $1,186,751. The imports in the former
year amounted to $7,505,890, and in the latter
to $10,417,495; while the exports rose from
$5,366,755 to $6,639,275, exclusive of vessels
sold. Then the vessels owned in the Province
increased from 133,669 tons in 1857 to 233,945
in 1866. In Canada, the imports in 1858
amounted to $29,777,852, from which they
rose to $52,637,675 in 1866, showing an in-
crease of 812 per cent in nine years. (Hear,
hear). In 1858, the exports amounted to $23,-
472,60'9, from which they increased to $53,-
930,789 in 1865 and 1866. In the last year,
however, they were increased by consequence
of the demand caused by the American war
and by the threatened abrogation of the
Reciprocity Treaty, so that for his comparison
he would take the year 1866-'67 when the
exports amounted to say $45,570,109, an in-
crease since 1858 of 94j per cent, showing
that the productive powers of the country
were more than sufficient to meet its engage-
ments abroad. (Hear, hear). The House would
see that the large exports of 1865-'66 were
owing to exceptional causes, and the decrease
in 1866-'67 might at first glance seem unsatis-
factory. In the former year, however, there
was an unusual demand from the States for
horned cattle, so that the falling off in
1866-'67 in this article of export alone
amounted to $3,121,343. In flour also there
was a falling off of $1,506,904 compared with
1866. In the exports of sheep, swine, beef,
there was a falling off of $325,000 compared
with the previous year. This was a serious
condition of affairs, but it was gratifying to
know that though trade had fallen off with
the United States, new channels of trade had
sprung up with other countries, and that our
total exports in 1863-'66 and '67, as compared
with our exports of 1863-'64 and '65 showed
an increase of upwards of $5,000,000. Com-
pare the present year with the ten preceeding
years, and it would be seen that there was
increase of 107 per cent. He would now refer
to our Intercolonial trade. It was gratifying to
know that commercial intercourse had in-
creased among ourselves. The exports in 1863
to British North American colonies from
Canada proper was to the amount of $935,-
000; but it had increased in 1867 to
$3,480,000-almost double the amount of ex-
ports the year previous. The imports from the
Lower Provinces are increasing enormously.

There were now three lines of steamers ply-
ing between the Lower Provinces and Mon-
treal, coming up freighted with coal, etc., and
carrying back flour. He concluded by refer-
ring to the difficulties to be met in coming
down to details of the expenditure for the
coming year, and he thought it would not be
asking too much to ask the forbearance and
assistance of this House to equalize our reve-
nue and expenditure, and place the finances
of the country upon a sound basis. In this he
was quite sure he would receive from all
sides of the House the hearty co-operation of
every man who wished to see the prosperity
of his country. (Applause).

Hon. Mr. Holion would take this opportuni-
ty to congratulate his honourable friend the
Minister of Finance, upon the ability with
which he had discharged his difficult duty.
(Hear, hear). In order that they might have
the opportunity of examining more closely
the vast mass of figures the honourable gen-
tleman had laid before the House, he thought
they ought to be printed before the debate
was proceeded with and they were asked to
vote supply.

Hon. Mr. Rose was quite willing to post-
pone taking a vote of supply until his state-
ments were printed and distributed.

Hon. J. S. Macdonald desired to call atten-
tion to a statement which might be misunder-
stood, namely, that the Local expenditure of
Ontario was set down by his honourable
friend at $488,960. He wished it to be under-
stood that the Local Government had not
spent that amount. They had been living on
short allowance for five months. (Laughter).

Hon. Mr. Dorion suggested that the House
go into Committee of the Whole to-night, and
they could go into committee again after the
printed statements had been distributed. He
would reserve the remarks he intended to
make till then. He heartily concurred in the
opinion of his friend (Mr. Holton) as to the
manner in which the honourable gentleman
had explained the financial condition of the
country. His explanations were clear and con-
cise.

Hon. Mr. Howe said he had listened with a
great deal of pleasure to the elaborate state-
ment of the Finance Minister. He had heard
many Finance Ministers bring down their
statements, but he had never heard a more
clear and candid statement than the one they
had listened to to-night. It was gratifying to
him to hear from the statement that his own
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Province was in so prosperous a condition. At
the time of the passing of the Confederation
Act, bonds of Nova Scotia in the hands of the
financial agents in England stood in the
money market two, if not three, per cent
higher than those of Canada. They never had
any trouble with their bonds. With regard to
the future, he rather liked the announcement
made by his honourable friend. If the country
would not rush too fast into reckless expendi-
ture, if the expenditure was kept within
reasonable limits he believed its natural
growth and prosperity would soon relieve us
in a great measure from our floating debt. He
trusted for the honour of the country it
would be so, and if the honourable gentle-
man, while he holds his present position,
cornes down, as he has done to-day, conceal-
ing nothing but dealing candidly and fairly
with the House, he would always receive that
consideration without which no Finance
Minister could well perforn his duties.

Hon. J. S. Macdonald was happy to see that
the policy had been accepted of raising the
necessary funds among ourselves, and not
been obliged to go to England to sell our
debentures. He had supported the currency
Act last session, and was glad to see that it

worked so well that we were relieved from
the painful exhibition of attempting to raise
money in England by a sale of our deben-
tures.

Mr. Young would like to ask the Hon.
Minister of Finance how he proposed to meet
the deficiency he had just announced to exist.

Hon. Mr. Rose said the amount must be
raised by increasing the debt.

The House then went into Committee of
the Whole on the Supply Bill, and immediate-
ly after rose and reported progress.

In answer to Mr. Holton,

Sir John A. Macdonald said, that either the
resolutions on the North-West, or the ques-
tion of supplies, would be taken up first on
Monday.

EDUCATION REPORT

Hon. Mr. Langevin presented the annual
report for 1866, of the Superintendent of
Education for Upper Canada.

The House then adjourned at 6 p.m. till
Monday.

[Mr. Howe (Hants)]
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Monday, December 9, 1867

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

CANADIAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.

On motion of Mr. Morris. the House re-
solved itself into Comnittee of the Whole on
the Bill to amend and consolidate the Acts
relating to the Canadian Inland Steam
Navigation Company. The Bill was reported
to the House with some amendments which
were concurred in, and the third reading was
ordered for to-morrow.

GRAND TRUNK BILL

On motion of Mr. Shanly, the Bill to
amend the Grand Trunk Arrangements Act
of 1862 was considered in Committee of the
Whole.

In Committee.

Hon. Mr. Holion said there was a point
connected with this Bill to which he desired
to call the attention of the leader of the
Government. The Bill empowered the Com-
pany to raise 500,000 pounds sterling of pref-
erence capital. Individually he had no objec-
tion to this; but it had the effect of further
postponing the claim of the Province upon
the work; and his impression was that such a
Bill required the formal assent of the Crown.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said when the Ar-
rangements Act of 1862 was passed, no such
assent was asked.

Hon. Mr. Holton-The point was not then
raised.

Mr. Mackenzie said in the Railway Com-
mittee he raised this point, and the Minister
of Militia said the Government had given the
consent.

Sir J. A. Macdonald-There is no doubt of
that as a matter of fact. The only question is
as to the formal character of the assent.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said the Act of 1862
postponed the daim of the Province, and yet
there was no formal assent by message from
Ris Excellency. The statement merely was

made then that there was no objection to
it on the part of the Government. He con-
sidered that that part of the Union Act which
referred to money grants did not apply here.
But of course the proper time to raise the
question was when the Speaker should be in
the Chair.

Hon. Mr. Holton said if the point were
raised at a future stage, and the objection
decided to be valid, then this stage would
have been lost.

Mr. D. A. McDonald thought the claim of
the Province might as well be wiped out and
given up at once. It was not worth one dollar.

Sir J. A. Macdonald-Quite right; it ought
to be.

Mr. Smith thought the substance of what
had satisfied the Railway Committee, as to
the consent of the parties interested, should
be given to the House.

Hon. Mr. Howe said the statement of Mr.
Brydges which had been given as evidence
before the Railway Committee was very
satisfactory as to the large amount of interest
which had been paid on the Company's
securities for some years back, the clearing
off of the floating debt, and the re-establish-
ment of the Company's credit to Canada, and
also as to the consent of a very large propor-
tion of the bond and shareholders.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said the evidence given
by Mr. Brydges had been reported by the
Committee as part of the proceedings.

Mr. Pope thought a clause should be insert-
ed, making it a condition of the Bill going
into effect that it should first be sanctioned
by a large proportion of those interested.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said, as regarded the
Company, the passage of the Bill was a
matter of urgency, and the assent of the stock
and bondholders had been got at a meeting
specially convened for the purpose before the
Bill was introduced.

Mr. McDonald (Glengarry) said the state-
ments made before the Railway Committee
were more satisfactory than were ever made
before, and the Bill had passed unanimously.
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Mr. Anglin thought the House should, as a
rule, be more strict in receiving such state-
ments as that made before the Committee
when unsupported by other evidence. In the
present case he had ascertained, by reference
to English papers, that the statements were
correct, and he would not offer opposition
now.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin expressed satisfaction
with the statements made before the Com-
mittee.

The 5th clause was then adopted.

The remainder passed with little discussion
and only verbal alteration, and the Bill being
reported the third reading was ordered for
to-morrow.

MARRIAGE LAW

In reply to Mr. Keeler,

Sir John A. Macdonald was understood to
say that it was not the intention of the
Government to introduce any measure to
facilitate the dissolution of the marriage tie.

GRAND RIVER BRIDGE

In reply to Mr. McCallum, Sir John A.
Macdonald said the question of tolls on the
bridge across the Grand River at Sunville
could not be considered till after the arbitra-
tion between the two Provinces.

QUEEN'S PRINTER

Mr. Thompson (Haldimand), enquired
whether it is the intention of the Government
to continue the office of Queen's Printer, or
to take steps to introduce a more economical
system.

Sir John A. Macdonald-It is the intention
of the Goverrnment to introduce the most
economical system in the public printing, and
whether that can best be done by continuing
the office of Queen's Printer, or doing the
work under contract, is under consideration.

TORONTO POST OFFICE

In reply to Mr. Harrison,

Sir John A. Macdonald said it was not the
intention of the Government, during this por-
tion of the session, to ask an appropriation
for erecting a new Post Office in Toronto.

INDIAN MATTERS

Mr. Thompson (Haldimand) moved for a
return of all moneys paid to the Indian
Department by Superintendent Gilkison dur-
ing the past four years; also the amount of
dues for lumber and licenses fees collected
from Indians and white people. Carried.

Mr. Thompson (Haldimand), moved for a
return of the Indian population, and the
number of acres occupied and cultivated by
Indians in Oneida and Tuscarora. Carried.

Mr. Thompson on the motion for moneys
paid to Indian Department by Superintendent
Gilkison, explained he had no doubt Gilki-
son's report was accurate, but some of the
Indians of the Six Nations asked him to move
for the return. On the motion for a return of
the Indian population, etc., said he desired
information as to the land occupied. He un-
derstood there were 3,000 Indians who had
50,000 acres of land in the township of Hal-
dimand. The land was now being stripped of
timber, and he hoped Government would
take steps to bring it into market. He also
took the opportunity of expressing the hope
that the Government would remove the tolls
from the Burlington Bay Canal.

Hon. Mr. Langevin said the return as
moved for, would cost $300, for which it was
not fair to tax the Indians. Government had
no information later than 1858, but if the
member asked for an approximate estimate,
he thought that could be furnished.

Mr. Mackenzie thought the Minister mis-
taken. If the Indians received payments semi-
annually, according to law, they must esti-
mate the population every six months.

Hon. Mr. Langevin said the information
sought was as to the number of acres cleared.

The motion was amended and passed.

HUDSON'S BAY MAPS

Mr. Morris in moving for copies of two
maps furnished to the Government of the late
Province of Canada, by the Hudson's Bay
Company said these would be of considerable
value in the discussion on the North-West
question, and might be furnished before the
matter was brought to a conclusion.

Mr. Blake suggested that the originals be
laid upon the table.
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Sir John A. Macdonald was understood to
say Government would see if this could be
done to-morrow.

RONDEAU HARBOUR

Mr. Stephenson moved for copies of all
Orders-in-Council and correspondence' relat-
ing to the transfer of the Rondeau Harbour
and public works therewith connected, etc.
Carried.

PROSECUTION AGAINST INDIANS

Dr. Bown moved for a return of prosecu-
tions against Indians, instituted in the County
of Brant. Carried.

BANK OF UPPER CANADA

Mr. Oliver moved for returns with refer-
ence to the indebtedness of the Bank of
Upper Canada to the Government. Carried.

ARTHUR HARVEY'S PETITION

Mr. Chamberlin moved to refer the petition
of Arthur Harvey to the Library Committee.
Carried.

HAMILTON AND PORT DOVER ROAD

Mr. Lawson moved an address for the
Engineer's reports, etc., relative to the Ham-
ilton & Port Dover Plank Road. Carried.

SEIGNORIAL INDEMNITY

Mr. Tremblay moved for returns with ref-
erence to the sums paid to the Lower Canada
townships in compensation for the Seignorial
Indemnity. Carried.

SAUGEEN

Mr. Sproat moved for a return of the lands
purchased in the Saugeen Peninsula. Carried.

ENGRAVING GOVERNMENT NOTES

Mr. Metcalfe moved for correspondence be-
tween the Government and the American
Bank Note Company from lst January, 1864
to lst July, 1867, on the subject of engraving
notes for the use of the Government. Carried.

JOHN GOOCH'S PETITION

Mr. Harrison moved to refer the petition of
John Gooch to the Library Committee.

THE CAMP AT THOROLD

Mr. Harrison moved for a copy of the
report of Col. Wolesley, as to the camp at
Thorold. Carried.

After the recess.

COUNTY COURT JUDGES
Mr. Blake moved for a statement respect-

ing County Court Judges, etc. in Ontario.
Carried.

IMMIGRATION

Dr. Tupper moved for correspondence be-
tween the Dominion and Local Governments
relating to immigration. The subject of immi-
gration was a commercial one to be dealt
with by the Dominion and Local Govern-
ments. The Immigration Committee in order
better to discharge their duties, desired
Government to take the earliest opportunity
of stating to the House the policy they in-
tended to pursue with reference to this ques-
tion.

Sir John A. Macdonald said he thought it
would be found that the only correspondence
between the Local and General Governments
on this subject was merely of a formal char-
acter.

Mr. Mackenzie said one object in the mo-
tion was to call attention to this important
subject, and he hoped they would devote
considerable attention to it during the recess.
The building of the Intercolonial Railway
would open up a large field for immigration,
as would also the opening up of the North-
West.

Hon. John S. Macdonald said the history of
immigration in this country plainly proved
that it was only when public works were
being built that immigration flowed into the
country to any great extent, and gave several
instances to establish this statement. He pre-
dicted a large influx of immigration during
the building of the Intercolonial. The best
way to induce immigration to the North-West
was to build a canal or railway through that
country. Motion carried.

TWO SITTINGS A DAY
Sir John A. Macdonald moved that there be

two distinct sittings of the House every day
during the remainder of the week-the first
sitting from 3 to 6 o'clock, the second from
7:30 to the adjournment of the House.
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Hon. Mr. Holton was very sorry to see such
a motion brought up. It was utterly without
precedent in English Parliamentary history.
True, such a course had been adopted before
in Canada, but he had hoped, now we were
entering upon a new course, such injurious
precedents would not be followed. The effect
of this motion was simply to neutralize the
law of Parliament, which required that every
measure should pass through its different
stages at different sittings. For the first four
weeks of the session they had adjourned
nearly every night at or before 6 o'clock.
Now there was an accumulation of business,
and important measures, involving the expen-
diture of millions, were to be rushed through
without an opportunity of giving them that
consideration which the rules of Parliament
had been established to secure. He hoped his
honourable friend would not persist in his
motion. He was disposed to give a candid
consideration to all the measures of the
Government, but as an independent member
he could not but protest against this infringe-
ment of his freedom by the destruction of old
parliamentary practice.

Sir John said he had not the slightest
desire to infringe upon any honourable gen-
tleman's freedom. After this motion was
passed they would have just as much free-
dom as before. Such practice was quite com-
mon towards the close of a session. Even the
Government of which he (Mr. Holton) was a
member had set such a precedent. His motion
did not infringe upon any constitutional rule
that he was aware of. He had proposed it at
the desire, he believed, of a majority of
members who desired to close the session as
soon as possible; but if they wished, the
Government were always there, and were
willing to stay as long as members desired.

Hon. Mr. Howe said if he and his col-
leagues from Nova Scotia did not leave on
Wednesday, they would have to stay a fort-
night longer. If he thought there would be
any attempt to rush important measures
through, without due discussion and consider-
ation, he would stay the additional fortnight
to prevent it; but he thought no such attempt
would be made. Parliament could always
postpone the final passing of any measure as
long as they thought necessary.

Dr. Parker said if Government had
brought down their measure sooner there
would have been no necessity for such haste
now. They had felt the evil consequences of
such motion before, when the Constitutions

of the Local Governments came up last ses-
sion. He had several amendments to move,
but the whole question was put through in
one day, and he was prevented from moving
his intended amendments. What right had the
Government to call the House together before
they were ready to bring down their mea-
sures? If the House would refuse to pass this
motion-and he hoped they woud-it would
teach the Govermnent to be ready with their
measures when the House met.

Motion carried.

HENRY J. MORGAN'S PETITION

Mr. Chamberlin moved to refer the petition
of Henry J. Morgan to the Joint Committee
on Library. Carried.

NORTH-WEST TERRITORY

The Order of the Day being called for,
concurrence in the resolutions respecting the
North-West Territory, Mr. McDougall said he
would move that the resolutions be not con-
curred in, but referred again to Committee of
the Whole, in order to make certain amend-
ments. It had been objected to the 6th resolu-
tion, that there was in it sonething incongru-
ous; that it would have been difficult, if not
impossible, to embrace in the Order-in-
Council to be issued by Her Majesty. On
reconsidering the matter, it became evident
to the Government that what ought to be
detailed in the address, was really contained
in the first half of the resolution. It was,
therefore, proposed to strike out the last part
from the word "respected"--when the resolu-
tion would read:

That, in the event of the Imperial Government
agreeing to transfer to Canada jurisdiction and
control over this region, it would be expedient to
provide that the rights of any corporation, compa-
ny, or individual, within the same will be respected
and placed under the protection of courts of
competent jurisdiction.

The Government thought that, in the event of
this great territory being transferred to
Canada, we would respect the rights of all
parties; and if the Imperial Government was
asked to hand over the territory to us, we
would receive it subject to any legal claims
which British subjects might have upon it;
and, inasmuch as the territory, when so
handed over to us, would be without govern-
ment and the protection of the law until
established there by Canada, it would be
proper for this Government to see that prop-
er and competent Courts of Jurisdiction were
established. The character of these courts,
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their jurisdiction, and number was left to the
direction of Parliament when the time came
for dealing with the question. Then it was
proposed by Government to add as the last
resolution:

It is also resolved that in case any negotiations
between the Canadian Government and the Hud-
son's Bay Company for the termination of the
rights of the latter, entered into in accordance with
the despatch of 18th June, 1865, from the then
Secretary of State for the Colonies to His Excel-
lency the Governor-General should result in any
agreement between them, it is hereby declared that
the same shall be submitted to and be sanctioned
by the Parliament of Canada, before same shall
have any effect whatever.

(Hear, hear.) He, (Mr. McDougall) thought
these amendments would remove all difficul-
ties that had arisen in the course of the
debates, and the Address would then stand as
embodying a proposition by the Parliament of
this country to assume that territory, reserv-
ing and protecting all rights that might exist
in regard to it, and assuming the protection
of the Indians. These were the only condi-
tions which Government thought it prudent
or desirable the people of this country should
assent to. Whether the Imperial Government
would endeavour to impose additional terms
in making the transfer of the territory
Government knew nothing, and it would be
time enough to deal with such conditions
when they were asked. Motion carried.

The House then went into Committee, Mr.
Stewart Campbell in the Chair.

The amendment to the sixth resolution be-
ing put,

Hon. Mr. Holton asked whether it was in
contemplation of this resolution to establish
courts in that country to have jurisdiction
over the rights claimed by the Hudson's Bay
Company.

Sir John replied it was not. The proposi-
tion was this:-Her Majesty, in her Imperial
capacity as sovereign of Great Britain, was
sovereign of this great territory of the
North-West. It was proposed the House
should address Her Majesty under the terms
of the Union Act, and Her Majesty, by
Order-in-Council, could transfer that sover-
eignty to the Government and Parliament of
Canada, so that the Government of Canada
would give that territory a Government and
the Parliament of Canada would legislate for
its welfare and good government. Of course, in
order to carry out that object, Canada must
establish courts for the protection of life,
liberty, and property, and when his honour-
able friend (Mr. McDougall) introduced the

resolutions he thought it well, in consequence
of remarks from the opposite side, to allude
to the second branch of the sixth resolution,
which really formed no part of what Canada
asked from England, because it simply as-
sumed certain duties after the transfer should
be made. As to what the constitution of the
territory would be that was a matter for
future consideration. It was very probable we
could not foresee what conditions the Home
Government might attach to the grant, but
whatever they might be they would have to
be submitted for sanction to this Parliament.
(Hear, hear). Her Majesty would, Sir John
thought, on receiving this address, convey the
sovereignty and right of governing to the
Legislature of Canada, leaving it to the wis-
dom of the Parliament of Canada to settle the
mode of government in that territory, which
he presumed, speaking on first impression,
and giving his own opinion-would be a
provisional one, according to the wants of
the country. Of course, it would be idle to
give the country the same Government as in
Canada, but representative institutions should
be at once introduced, in order that the
people might have a voice in their Govern-
ment, and they should also have representa-
tion in the Parliament of the Dominion. He
might say Government thought it well to
make the proposition, offering to assume the
sovereignty and power over this territory
unclogged by any conditions whatever, and
they believed the Parliament of Canada, act-
ing through the Government, held the confi-
dence of Her Majesty and her advisers so
completely that they would readily trust this
Parliament with any power it might ask, and
should there be conditions imposed, they
would of course be submitted for its sanction.
(Hear, hear).

Hon. Mr. Holiton said, as he understood it
the main object of acquiring this territory at
all was to open trade and establish Govern-
ment. Now, he would like to ask his honoura-
ble friends whether so long as the claims of
the Hudson's Bay Company were unliquidat-
ed, we could by the mere transfer of the
sovereignty from the mother country obtain
power to do that which the mother country
had never authorized any party to do yet,
and which the Hudson's Bay Co. denied any
person had a right to do, to wit-trade with
the people of that country, and acquire fee
simple in the land. If the transfer would not
give that power, then the honourable gentle-
man opposite, it struck him, failed to make
out a case. It struck him, too, that what was
in contemplation in the Union Act was, that
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the address to Her Majesty should follow the
negotiations, and that the address should set
forth clearly and distinctly the terms on
which we were prepared to unite that territo-
ry with Canada.

Hon. Mr. Howe said it appeared to him
that the honourable gentlemen opposite were
approaching this subject in rather a better
spirit: and assuming they all had the same
object in view, he suggested whether they
might not go a step further. He had said from
the first that he knew the value of this
territory. He believed it capable of being
made fit for the habitation, not only of thou-
sands, but of millions of human beings. It
would be a disgrace to leave it in the condi-
tion it was now in. The Hudson's Bay Com-
pany's privileges ought, at all events, to be
limited, and their operations thrown back to
frozen regions. That ought to be done by
somebody; and, with no desire to embarrass
Government, or obtain any party triumph, he
would throw out a suggestion, that the Im-
perial Government be asked to form Rupert's
Land and other portions of the territory into
a Crown colony. If they did that, it would be
a great blessing to civilization. In the mean-
time, if the young men of this country
desired to settlethere, let them do so, and he,
for one, would be prepared to vote any rea-
sonable sum of money for the purpose of
opening up communication until, at fitting
time, the territory might, perhaps, become
more closely united with this country.

Dr. Parker wished to know whether they
would be bound under this address to pay the
claims of the Hudson's Bay Company.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said it was asserted in
the 6th resolution that legal rights would be
respected, but they avoided any arbitration
with respect to those rights by placing them
under the protection of the courts.

Dr. Parker understood it was the intention
to create courts where these questions would
be taken.

Hon. Mr. Howe wished to know how they
proposed to raise a question between the
Hudson's Bay Company and Canada.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said it was not neces-
sary to admit the title of the Company. They
asked the Imperial Government to transfer to
them the right to legislate for this territory,
and the rights of the ýcompany were ignored;
but if they had any legal rights they would
be respected. The charter granted by King

[Mr. Holton (Chateauguay)]

Charles II, covered but a smail portion of
country, and on the rest they were but tres-
passers. For years and years Canada has
wanted to get possession of that country, for
they felt the necessity for having an exten-
sion for the future teeming population of
Western Canada. They felt that though there
were large tracts of land fit for settlement,
for half the population of Canada, it was
broken in character, and not attractive in its
outline. In consequence of this, the young
men of Canada, instead of going into those
small isolated tracts of land, went to the
expansive prairies of the Great West, where
they would not have the labour of clearing
the Forest. Thirty thousand young men from
Lower Canada alone were in the United
States. In Western Canada family after fami-
ly were moving off in bodies and making a
settlement together in the Western States.
They could not keep them if they offered
them land for nothing on account of its
broken character. The first thirteen States of
the Union could hold the whole population of
the United States at this time, but they did
not confine themselves to these limits, but
emigrated westward. From the very moment
they got their independence, they commenced
to extend their border. Their first attempt was
to haul the wool over England's eyes, and get
the Western country to which they had no
more right than the Emperor of Russia. He
did not think they were acting like the frog
in the fable, as his honourable friend from
Hants said Canada was. They felt they had a
right to expand and claim ail they could, and
this desire has placed that country in the
position they now are. England could not
very well say to us, "There is a great country
for you, if you want it, take it and settle it
with British subjects, and we will help you to
defend it." If we don't take it, there is no
right, obligation, or sense in asking England
to draw from the Imperial purse to defend
the country, unless she chooses to do so for
her own advantage. If we do not embrace
this opportunity, it may never return; for all
the power of England may not save it from
the United States, if we allow it to go out of
our grasp. They could not expect the Hud-
son's Bay Company to expend large sums of
money there now, when by the Union Act,
the Government of England and the Gov-
ernment of Canada may agree to deprive
them of the right of legislation and the right
of trading, while every shilling they have
there is liable to taxation. The feeling of the
people is always against any company who
are large land owners, and more ownership of
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soil would be a burden if they were confined
to that. They could not expect England to
spend her money to settle British North
America, any more than they could expect
her to spend her money to settle and explore
the centre of Australia. There is no blame for
England that she does not put a tax upon her
people to settle British America. It is Canada
that should expend money for this purpose.
We would be false to ourselves, and false to
everything that would make us respectable in
the eyes of the world, if we neglected this
opportunity. If we do, it may pass from us to
the United States. The Republic of Mexico
has opened its northern country to settle-
ment, and immigrants went in there and took
possession of the territory, and held it as a
separate State. After they had asserted in the
field their ability to defend their possession
as an independent State, then, and not before,
commenced a communication between them
and the United States for their admission into
the Union. The same thing is going on in the
North-West. The Americans are going in,
singly first; the trapper, then the trader, and
by-and-by the settler. The people of the
United States are tearing up every line of
demarkation between the North-West and the
United States. They are going in, and if they
find no established institutions or organized
Government, they will form an Association
and commence a Government on their own.
It had been said that England wished to get
rid of us. He denied it. The whole resources
of the Empire would be used in our behalf if
we needed them. They should not refuse this
North-West Territory, even if it involved a
considerable sum of money. The United
States paid a large sum of money for a
country from Russia, and they would pay the
debt of Canada forty times over to get that
country; and, are we to be afraid of a sum of
money when we get a whole continent for it.
After we get that country hundreds of thou-
sands of our Canadian population would go
there, besides emigrants from Great Britain,
Germany, Norway and Sweden. It had been
said by the member for West Durham (Mr.
Blake) that this was a worse proposition than
the proposition of 1865. It was precisely the
same. It was simply that we wished to take
possession of this territory, and would under-
take to legislate for it and to govern it,
leaving the Hudson's Bay Company no right
except the right of securing their title in the
best way they could in the Courts of com-
petent jurisdiction. And what would their title
be worth the moment it was known the

country belonged to Canada, and that the
Canadian Government and Canadian courts
had jurisdiction there, and that the chief
protection of the Hudson's Bay Company and
the value of their property named-even the
exclusive right of trading in these regions
-were gone forever. The company would be
only too glad that the country should be
handed over to Canada, and would be ready
to enter into any reasonable arrangements.
The value of the company's interest would be
determined by the value of their stock, and
what would that be when the whole country
belonged to Canada? We would get the coun-
try at the cost of a comparatively small sum
of money. If we did not embrace the oppor-
tunity now, we might never have so favoura-
ble ternis again, for it would in all probabili-
ty be taken possession of by foreign settlers,
who would hold it against all comers; but if
the country once belonged to Canada he had
no fear of American invasion. There would
be a wholesome emulation between British
and American settlers, and if there was any
country in the world which could furnish
good and law-abiding settlers to another
country, it was the United States of America.
They would readily give their support to
British institutions if they found them exist-
ing there; but if they found no such institu-
tions-if they found a country abandoned by
English sovereignty and by the English na-
tion-they would form institutions of their
own, and hold themselves free from any
claim on the part of England to their loyalty
or allegiance. He repeated, that now was the
time to avail ourselves of the overwhelming
advantages which the possession of this great
country offered to the United States, and
he implored this House, as now laying the
basis of a great nation, not to neglect this
opportunity. It had been said that the propo-
sition formerly was that we should only take
that portion of the country which was fit for
actual settlement, and let the Hudson's Bay
Company keep the rest; but what was the
very first proposition submitted at the Quebec
Conference? It was that we should embrace
the whole of British America in our scheme.
It was perfectly well understood, when the
scheme was submitted to the Parliament and
people of Canada, that the completion, com-
plement, and full design of the scheme-be it
for the weal or the woe of British America
-was that it should include the whole of
British America, from the Atlantic to the
Pacifie. Suppose it were true that the proposi-
tion had only been to obtain that portion of
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the territory which was fit for settlement,
what would have been the result? We would
get that portion running along the border,
where if any such danger existed at all, there
was danger of collision with the United
States; while in the north there would have
been a county still in the possession of the
Hudson's Bay Company, imperfectly gov-
erned, and only held for trading purposes. We
would have had continual disquiet. We would
have had the trouble arising from different
systems of customs duties along that border.
We would have had the difficulty of a large
Indian population crossing the line one day
into our territory, and the next into Rupert's
Land, a quasi foreign territory, where we
would have no control over them. If we were
to assume the responsibility of governing that
country it was essential that we should have
one system over the whole territory. Not only,
therefore, was this the time to take possession
of the country, but it was a matter of necessi-
ty to us that we should get the whole
country. If we failed in our duty our chil-
dren's children would have occasion to regret
it, and, expatriated from what should have
been their inheritance, would curse the want
of patriotism, and want of common sense
displayed by their ancestors. (Cheers).

Dr. Tupper said he probably would not
have taken part in this discussion had it not
been that a number of representatives of that
part of the Dominion from which he came
had felt it their duty to address the House, on
various occasions, strongly in opposition to
the policy submitted by these resolutions. He
(Dr. Tupper) felt bound to support them,
because in the first place as one of the
delegates to the Quebec Conference, by whom
this system of government for the Dominion
of Canada was inaugurated, he was in honour
bound to support the policy which these reso-
lutions propounded. The gentlemen who there
met as representatives of the various Prov-
inces, animated by a common interest and a
common danger in presence of a great armed
power along our frontier, came to the conclu-
sion that the true interest and safety of these
Provinces lay in uniting our fortunes, and the
measure then adopted declared to the
American Republic and to the world, that we
intended so far as lay in our power, to hand
down unimpaired to our children, the price-
less, inestimable blessings we had inherited
from the present State, and it was placed
broadly on the face of the policy then adopt-
ed, that we intended not only to preserve the
benefits of British institutions for the Prov-

[Sir John A. Macdonald (Kingston)]

inces represented at the Conferences, but to
extend it over the whole of British America,
from the Atlantic to the Pacific shores. He
felt he would be recreant to his duty if he did
not now adhere to the policy then announced
at the very outset of their proceedings; but
more than that, he felt to-day as then that for
our own interests, for the preservation of our
own rights and liberties, and the institutions
we prize so highly, it was necessary that the
whole of British America should remain
British. Dr. Tupper then proceeded to show
at some length the vastness of the territory
sought to be incorporated, the fertility of soil,
salubrity of climate, the varied character of
mineral resources, and its wealth as a fur-
bearing country. He then spoke of the com-
parative ease with which communications
could be established, it being only necessary
to make 200 miles of road in the district
between the head of Lake Superior and Fort
Garry, and 300 miles more to connect the
navigation of the Saskatchewan with that of
the Fraser River, so as to make a continuous
line of road and steamboat navigation from
the Atlantic to the Pacific. He went on to
contend that if ever British America was to
assume the position of a great country-if
there was to be any great accession of popu-
lation and wealth into this nationality which
it had been our good fortune to found, it
must be by directing into it a stream of
immigration. To attract immigration it was
necessary to present to them a nationality
which was able to wield its own destiny; it
was necessary also to be able to meet what
was the constant tendency of the tide of
immigration which was always seeking the
west. He adverted to the fact that Irishmen
coming to the States had their hate of Britain
intensified, when coming here, none were
more loyal or attached to British institutions.
He thought that in filling up our North-West
territory with immigration from Ireland, the
empire had an opportunity of filling it up
with an orderly and prosperous community,
who, remaining at home, would languish in
poverty and rankle in discontent. He pointed
out that the construction of the ýIntercolonial
Railway and other works, presented a pecu-
liarly favourable opportunity in connection
with the opening up of the North-West, for
inviting that immigration. In this debate he
was pleased to find that the men who laying
aside former political animosities, to put their
hands to the great work of consolidating
British power in British America, were found
as a solid phalanx in support of these resolu-
tions. He had never listened with greater
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pleasure to any gentleman in any Parliament
than he had done to the member for Lamb-
ton, (Mr. Mackenzie), who rising superior to

-party interests, felt it due to himself and to
the country in which he held so conspicuous
a position, to give his emphatic support to the
Ministry on this question. He felt that the
honourable member took a course, which
instead of weakening his power and position
as leader of the opposition, would raise him
in the estimation of the whole intelligent
people of this country. (Hear, hear). He had
thought the member for Hants occupied a
peculiarly unfortunate position in the House,
but never considered him an object of sympa-
thy till the member for Shefford took him
under his protection. He had listened with a
great deal of astonishment to the arguments
which had fallen from honourable gentlemen
presuming to belong to the Reform party of
Canada, when he heard them expressing
sympathy for the people of Nova Scotia be-
cause their rights and liberties had been
trampled upon. He felt that in making such a
charge even-handed justice was not being
meted out to those who had fought the great
battle of Union in Nova Scotia. If there was
any portion of the people of the great Do-
minion who should never have raised their
voices to say any liberty had been taken with
the rights of the people of Nova Scotia it was
the great Reform party of Ontario, who,
when he was fighting the battle of Union in
his own Province, were urging him to carry it
to a successful termination. The question of
the acquisition having come up de novo, he
asked the House whether there was a man in
the House who could get up and say the
Government were trampling under feet the
rights of the people of Nova Scotia by not
submitting this question to them at the polls?
Yet that was the point. Because he would not
do what no statesman ever thought of doing,
he was compelled to sit here and hear sympa-
thy expressed for the people of Nova Scotia.
He could say to the member for Shefford that
he forgot what was due to the interests of the
Dominion in defending the men who got up
night after night and endeavoured to destroy
the best interests of the country. It had fallen
to his (Tupper's) duty, in the presence of the
English people, to defend the people of On-
tario and Quebec from the strongest asper-
sions on their loyalty itself, and the reward
he now met with was to be represented as
ignoring the rights and liberties of the people
of the Dominion. He read an extract from
The Globe to show the misrepresentation
which had been employed against the Gov-

ernment. It set forth that the Dominion
Government previous to the elections had
made advances to the Government of Nova
Scotia for Railways. There did not seem to be
anything very startling in that. The fact was
that the Government was bound to assume
every responsibility of the Government of
Nova Scotia, and not a penny was advanced
before elections. Yet that was held up by a
member of this House to the people of Nova
Scotia as a black transaction, by which the
rights of the people of Nova Scotia were
undermined. This was a sample of the licen-
tiousness of the press, by which the very small
success of the anti-Union party had been
obtained. It had been more than insinuated
that offers were held out to take a gentleman
who was one of the Reform party to cross the
House and sustain the Government. All he
could say was that the member for Hants had
never made such an assertion himself; but he
(Dr. Tupper) would not have been surprised
if the member had thought such an arrange-
ment not altogether improbable. The anti-
Union party went to the polls pledged to
oppose the gentlemen on the treasury bench-
es, and called upon the people to vote down
them as a corrupt combination. After the elec-
tion a change came over the spirit of their
dreams, and these same gentlemen who went
to the polls denouncing the Coalition as dan-
gerous to the interest of the country, came
out next morning and said they had never
been in the slightest degree connected with
the organ over the way, and that there was
no reason why they should not give a fair
support to George Brown's Ministry. After
this it was no wonder a portion of the press
should come to the conclusion that advances
had been made, not that he believed there
had been any. He went on to refer to the
member for Hants' attack on the member for
Lanark, and defended the latter in his charge
of inconsistency brought against the former.
Referring to the comparison made between
the member for Northumberland and Great
Tidal Bore, to which people became so accus-
tomed that they paid no attention to it, he
said the illustration had another application.
People caught on sands were often destroyed
in trying to escape from the advancing wave,
and the member for Hants felt the sand
sinking under his foot as the wave of logical
argument of the member for Northumberland
swept over him. He also contended that the
member for Hants admitted his willingness to
concede all these resolutions. He (Mr. Howe)
had said to go in and take possession of the
territory, and open communication with it.
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The member for Hants would do well to
make the same candid admission in this mat-
ter that he had done in regard to the Grand
Trunk Bill-that he was incorrect as to his
facts.

Hon. Mr. Dorion said he had listened with
great pleasure to the speech of the honoura-
ble member for Cumberland, but he could not
help thinking that the greater portion of it
was a mere repetition of that gentleman's
electioneering difficulties. He did not think
we were in a position to indulge in such
glowing descriptions of our great strength
and power; at any rate, others did not see us
in that light. He had lately read an article in
the London Times comparing Canada to a
baby without strength, and only being al-
lowed to live from the fact of its weakness. It
had been said that the people of the old
country despised us because we are colonists,
and it was argued the possession of this
territory would place us in a better position
in the opinion of Englishmen and Scotchmen.
Supposing the territory was acquired, would
we be any less colonists, and would we not be
still in the same position with reference to
the mother country? He had no doubt there
was a large extent of fertile and arable land
in this North-West Territory, but unfortu-
nately it was almost inaccessible, except
through the United States. In reaching this
Territory, immigrants had to pass througb
equally fertile territory in the United States,
and much more accessible to the outside
world. Under these circumstances, was it to
be expected that immigrants would, in any
great numbers, seek a more distant and less
accessible territory? We know not what the
claims of the Hudson's Bay Company were.
We were asked, in effect, to vote an indefinite
amount, no one knows how much, for the
possession of this territory. True, the policy,
in his opinion, was to urge the Imperial
Government to determine what the claims of
the Hudson's Bay Company are, and when
that was determined Government could state
to Parliament the exact sum required to meet
those claims. But, by the proposition before
the House, we were to vote an indefinite
amount which could only be determined after
it was too late to withdraw from the bargain.
With five or six or more millions of acres of
land in New Brunswick and Quebec, which
would be opened up by the building of the
Intercolonial Railway, he thought there need
be no hurry to send our population to the
North-West. With a floating debt of some-
thing like seven millions, with two millions

[Dr. Tupper (Cumberland)]

more to raise for public works, and the
twenty millions for the Intercolonial Rail-
road, he thought we were not justified in
voting an indefinite sum for the claims of the
Hudson Bay Company, besides the large
amount required to open up that country
before it would be of any value as a field for
immigration.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau (in French) argued that
settlement had heretofore gone towards the
Southwest, because the means of travel had
been opened in that direction, but that if
communication were opened up with the
North-West, colonization would follow the
line of travel, and settle that country. In
reply to the member for Hants, he said the
majority of the inhabitants of the North-West
Territory were French Canadians, and from
the French Canadian point of view they had
nothing now to fear from the opening up of
that country. If honourable members were to
oppose these resolutions by conjuring up
fears as to the future, they might be met by
the fears that would have been excited in the
past. Fifty years ago, who could have be--
lieved that Canada would have possessed
these splendid Legislative Halls, or played the
important part she is now doing in the affairs
of the world? The honourable gentleman
made an eloquent speech in favour of the
resolutions.

Mr. Joly (in French) contended that after
taking possession of the territory it would be
too late to refuse the payment of whatever
sum might be claimed as compensation for
the Hudson's Bay Company.

Hon. Mr. Cartier (in French) explained the
object of the amendment to place the settle-
ment of the question under the control of
Parliament; and thereafter reviewed some of
the arguments advanced in opposition to the
policy of the Government.

Mr. Mackenzie said the member for
Cumberland (Dr. Tupper) complained that
the Reformers of Upper Canada had deserted
him in his struggles for Union in his own
Province. He (Mr. Mackenzie) was glad that
the Lower Provinces had entered the Union,
but he had felt that he had no right to
interfere in their local politics. He had not,
for his own part, solicited the help or alliance
of the gentlemen from the Lower Provinces,
knowing that local politics and party interests
which divided them, would require their at-
tention, and he did not think that anything in
the course taken by himself and friends could
be construed into a wrong done to the mem-
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ber for Cumberland. With regard to the ques-
tion under consideration, if we cannot take
possession of the North-West, because it is
said to be indefensible, we might as well give
up improving our farms in the West, and give
up our country altogether. Referring to Mr.
Blake's objection-that this measure was not
promised in the programme submitted on the
20th November-he said, if Government had,
in bringing forward this measure, given them
a little more of the bill of fare than they had
announced, he would not at all object, since
the addition was of such good quality. AI-
though he was opposed to the Government in
bringing forward this great measure he would
give them his hearty support. He read extracts
from Confederation debates to show that this
measure was one which the Reform Party
had advocated, and was in accordance with
their views. The more he studied this ques-
tion the more he was convinced of the neces-
sity and importance of opening up this terri-
tory immediately. In matters like this of
national importance he would discuss and act
upon them without any reference to party
proclivities.

Mr. Jones (North Leeds) rose to speak
amidst general impatience and cries of
"question".

Sir J. A. Macdonald suggested he might
speak on the motion of concurrence to-mor-
row.

The resolutions were then reported with
amendments, and the report was ordered to
be received to-morrow.

Hon. Mr. Holton gave notice of an amend-
ment declaring in substance that it was inex-
pedient to adopt the proposed address, until
the nature, extent, and value of the claims
with which the acquisition of the territory
would be burdened, had been first ascer-
tained.

The House adjourned at five minutes past
two o'clock.

NOTICES OF MOTION

The following notices are given:-

Hon. Mr. Rose-Bill respecting the collec-
tion and management of the Revenue,
Auditing of Public Accounts, and liability of
Public Accountants.

Hon. Mr. Rose-Bill entitled, an Act re-
specting Banks.

Hon. Dr. Tupper-To refer the petition of
certain electors of Lunenburg, Nova Scotia,
praying that a new writ may issue for the
county, on the grounds that the present mem-
ber (Mr. McDonald) had occupied the office
of Queen's Printer for that Province, to the
Committee on Privileges and Elections.

December 9, 1867





HOUSE OF COMMONS

Tuesday, December 10, 1867

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

BANKING AND COMMERCE

Mr. Street presented the 5th report of the
Committee on Banking and Commerce. The
Committee reported that they had had under
consideration the Bill relating to the Civil
Service Building and Saving Society, and that
the question having arisen whether it was not
a Bill that more properly belonged to the
Local Legislature, they submitted it to the
House for instructions on the subject.

COLLECTION OF CUSTOMS

Hon. Mr. Tilley introduced a Bill relating
to the collection and protection of the Cus-
toms revenue.

Mr. Tilley said this was, in substance, the
Act which had been in force in the late
Province of Canada, with some alterations,
rendered necessary for the working out of the
system in the Maritime Provinces.

Hon. Mr. Holton asked if the Bill imposed
any duties, or incurred any charge.

Mr. Tilley-No.

Mr. Holfon said it was a very satisfactory
Oustoms measure which imposed no duties
and incurred no charge.

Mr. Tilley-It imposes penalties.

Mr. Holton doubted whether, in that case,
the Bill could be introduced, except on the
basis of the resolutions adopted by Com-
mittee of the Whole. The Government would
have to take their risk of that.

The Bill was then read a first time, and
ordered for a second reading to-morrow.

OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE DEBATES

Mr. Mackenzie moved the adoption of the
fourth report of the Printing Committee on
the subject of an official report of the de-
bates.

Mr. Mackenzie explained minutely the cal-
culations on which the report was based, and
stated that if the debates were to be reported,
he was satisfied the work could not be done
more efficiently or cheaply than according to
the scheme reported by the Committee. The
total expense for a session of twelve weeks,
or sixty working days, would be $12,019 for
reports both in English and French-the
printers furnishing daily 2,000 copies in broad
sheets form, and 700 bound volumes, at the
end of the session. Thirty-six hours would be
allowed before the matter was put into book
form, to allow members an opportunity of
correcting verbal errors. He stated a proposi-
tion had been received from the proprietors
of a Montreal newspaper, but the cost they
estimated considerably exceeded that which
the Committee reported as a maximum ac-
cording to the scheme now submitted. He men-
tioned that all the other British Colonies had
official reports of the proceedings of their
Legislatures, and specifically mentioned those
of New Zealand, as making a work very
creditable in every respect. With reference to
an attack which had been made on himself in
an Ottawa newspaper, in connection with this
matter, he said he treated that as he did
everything else emanating from the same
quarter, with the utmost contempt.

Mr. D. A. McDonald declared himself op-
posed to any official report. He thought it
would only have the effect of unnecessarily
lengthening the speeches of members and
protracting the session,

Hon. Mr. Holton stated he was entirely in
favour of the adoption of the report. He
thought every one who attended to the busi-
ness of Parliament must have felt the want
of an authoritative record of the utterances of
our public men.

Mr. Jones (North Leeds) opposed the re-
port; he thought the reports would not be
worth the expense.

Hon. J. S. Macdonald said if there was a
Hansard there would be no end to speeches
designed to fasten inconsistencies on public
men.
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Mr. Sproat opposed the report. The
speeches were too lengthy already, and would
be much more lengthy under an official re-
porting system.

Hon. Mr. Howe said that but for the pecul-
iar circumstances under which they were
assembled, he would be in favour of leaving
the reporting to the free competition of the
public press-but it must be remembered that
this Parliament, representing a nation, sat in
a comparatively small town, the newspapers
of which were quite adequate to the work of
a smail town, but they could not be expected
to report the proceedings of Parliament from
day to day in the way that would be expected
of the newspapers in Toronto or Montreal, if
Parliament sat in either of those cities. As
regarded the Toronto and Montreal newspa-
pers, they obtained their reports by telegraph,
and the expense of sending them over the
wires was so great that he understood these
newspapers had to enter into a combination
for the purpose, and even with that obtained
their reports at an enormous expense. This
expense necessarily curtailed the reports, and
as regarded the people of the Lower Prov-
inces they would find the speeches, especially
of their own members, remarkably meagre,
although for himself he must say the report-
ers had done him ample justice. As to the
cost, what was $12,000 to a nation like this?
(Laughter). He ventured to say that he would
take up the public accounts and in half an
hour save the whole cost. He believed the
reporters did as much justice to the speeches
as was possible under present circumstances,
but the system for the reasons he had ex-
plained was not satisfactory. He had sat in
the reporters' gallery himself and done their
work day and night, and he knew the respon-
sibilities of their work and frequently what
little thanks they got from the members
whose speeches they generally made better
than they were delivered, and very seldom
worse. (Hear, hear).

Mr. Bodwell opposed the scheme on ac-
count of its expense.

Mr. Chamberlin supported it. He said that
under the British system we had not a writ-
ten constitution, but a Constitution made up
of political precedents, and made up largely
indeed of the wise saying of the wise men of
the nation in Parliament. As we were en-
deavouring to create a constitution based on
that of the mother country, we would find the
advantage of presenting in an authentic form
the discussions in Parliament. In the courts

provision was made not merely for preserv-
ing the decisions of the judges, but reports
were made of the grounds on which they
based these decisions; and every lawyer knew
that the judge made law thus recorded was
as important and binding as the statutory law
of the land.

Mr. Dunkin was decidedly in favour of a
system of official reporting. It was simply
impossible to give correct reports by tele-
graph. The system of official reporting would
tend to shorten rather than lengthen debates,
and would improve their time and quality. If
members knew that their speeches would be
reported in full, and to be preserved for future
reference, they would take greater pains in
preparing them. There could be no question if
we had official reports at all, we should have
them in both languages.

Hon. J. H. Cameron (Peel) said it was of
the greatest possible importance that the de-
bates should be preserved in that form which
could be referred to as an authority. In
regard to the matter of expense, if they spent
money for no worse purpose than this they
could show a very clean record.

Mr. Morris trusted the House would adopt
the report. It would be of great value both to
the House and the country to have official
reports to which to refer. Members were
continually referring to the English Hansard
during debate on constitutional questions and
official reports of proceedings of this Par-
liament would be equally valuable to future
Parliaments.

Mr. E. M. McDonald said if they were ever
to have official reports now was the time
when we are commencing a new course. He
had supported the proposition in Committee
and would like to see the report adopted.

Mr. S. Ferguson opposed the adoption of
the report.

Mr. Harrison supported it. An official re-
port of proceedings of this Parliament would
be of great value as a book of reference to
members of the Local Legislatures.

Sir John A. Macdonald said Government
would leave this question in the hands of the
House. The report did not recommend official
reports. It only submitted terms by which
reports could be published. He would suggest
that the report be referred back to the
Committee for them to prepare a formal
recommendation of a plan of official report-
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ing. He thought reports should be published
in both languages. Any other mode would be
injustice to Lower Canadians. An editor
would be necessary who would be responsible
for corrections and the accuracy of the re-
ports. Members might be allowed to make
verbal corrections in reports but nothing
more. It was very necessary to have an
authoritative record of proceedings of this
Parliament, and particularly valuable to
members of the Local Legislatures as a
means of reference on questions which might
engage the attention of both Legislatures.

Mr. Mackenzie thought they would be able
to get pretty full reports from the opening of
the session.

Mr. Smith supported the report.

Mr. Savary said they were accustomed to
have official reports in the Local Legislature
of Nova Scotia, and he thought it much more
important to have them in the Dominion
Parliament. It was impossible in the short
reports sent by telegraph to give perfectly
accurate reports. Some members from Nova
Scotia had been reported as saying exactly
the opposite to what they really did say. It
was due to the people of the country that
they should know what their representatives
said and did.

Mr. Mackenzie then moved that the report
be referred back to the Committee with in-
structions to present a formal recommenda-
tion of an efficient plan for reporting the
debates of Parliament. The motion was put
amid cries of "lost" and "carried".

Sir John A. Macdonald said it would be
understood the vote was a test vote, showing
whether the House approved of an official
system of reporting or not.

The motion was agreed to 86 to 72.

CANADIAN STEAM NAVIGATION
COMPANY

On motion of Mr. Morris, the Bill relating
to the Canadian Inland Steam Navigation
Company was read a third time and passed.

THE GRAND TRUNK BILL

On motion of Mr. Shanly, the Bill to amend
the Grand Trunk Arrangements Act of 1862,
was read a third time and passed.

THE FLOATING DEBT

Hon. Mr. Gall, before the orders of the
day were called, wished to ask an explana-
tion which, he was sure, the Minister of
Finance would gladly afford. He was afraid
his honourable friend had been led into a
misconception in regard to the position of the
fioating debt which had to be provided for.
The amount due to the agents in England was
stated at $2,404,115, which he supposed was
independent of the January interest, which
still has to be paid. He was led to this
conclusion by the statement on page 11 of the
report of Mr. Rose's speech that, after provid-
ing for the January interest which is now
being remitted to Europe, there is a very
considerable sum remaining, which the
Government may, if its maturity engage-
ments permitted, be enabled to apply towards
the reduction of floating liabilities. He
thought his honourable friend was under the
impression that the January interest had to
be met out of the balance in hand, whereas it
was included in this $2,404,115. If that was so,
we were richer by a million and a half than
would appear from this statement.

Hon. Mr. Rose said the statement which
he had made with reference to the floating
debt being $6,900,000, was in accordance
with a return made in the office of the
auditor. On enquiry, however, since Mr. Galt
called his attention to it, he was gratifled to
find that the item of $2,404,115 included the
interest due on the Canadian debt on January
lst, but not on the Nova Scotia or New
Brunswick debt. That amount was now in
course of remittance out of monies in bank
and would be so much in diminution of the
floating debt.

Hon. Mr. Gali said it was very important
that the lowest statement within the fact of
our liabilities should go forth to the country,
and for that reason he regretted his honoura-
ble friend did not state the amount of cash
balance. He (Mr. Galt) believed they were
very considerable and he wished his honoura-
ble friend would go over the floating liability
as it now stands, stating what the cash bal-
ances are, and he would suggest that a state-
ment with reference to the balance on the
issue of Provincial notes be given. He thought
these three points essential to a good under-
standing of the amount we have to provide
for as floating debt.

Hon. Mr. Rose--The amount of the floating
debt as stated at $6,911,901 included in it
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interest on Canada debt due on lst January,
about $1,382,000. When that was paid out of
money which was now at the credit of the
Government, it would reduce the floating
debt to about $5,500,000. The bank balance
was $3,249,000, less credit given, perhaps
about $400,000 which would leave at the
credit of the Government $2,849,000, out
of which remittances are being paid. The
remittance would amount to about 42,000
pounds sterling. As to the Provincial Note
Account, it was estimated that the circulation
would probably be contracted by the close of
the season of navigation by the sum of
$100,000. Then it was necessary to keep a
certain margin at the credit of the issue
account of about $100,000. Deducting those
from $754,000 assumed to be at the credit of
Government, on the issue account, it left
$250,000 more available, making about
$1,000,000 altogether.

Hon. Mr. Galt said that instead of having
nearly seven millions to provide, that amount
would not be much more than five millions,
with about one million of cash in hand.

Hon. Mr. Holton was sure that the House
would be very gratified to learn that we were
not so poor by a million of dollars as we were
on Saturday. He only hoped that his honoura-
ble friend would not find to-morrow, that
another mistake had been made on the other
side of the account which would throw us
back into the disconsolate position in which
we were left on Saturday.

Hon. Mr. Rose said that he made his state-
ment on a return from the proper officer of
the department, and had stated that whatever
available cash was in the hands of the bank-
ers would go in the reduction of the amount
of the floating debt, whatever that balance
might be.

Hon. Mr. Holton said that he made no
charge, but only expressed what he thought
was a patriotic and justifiable hope.

Hon. Mr. Anglin thought that we should
know to what extent the floating debt had
been reduced.

Sir John A. Macdonald said that the
House was not on the estimates now, and the
subject dropped.

IMPORTANT QUESTION RAISED

Hon. Mr. Rose moved the House again into
Comnittee of Supply.

[Mr. Rose (Huntingdon)]

Hon. Mr. Dorion said there was a point to
which he must necessarily draw the attention
of the House. We were entering upon a new
career in this Dominion, and it was important
that the House should at this period of its
existence show its attachment to those consti-
tutional usages which were intended to se-
cure and protect the rights and liberties of
the people. Instead of that, honourable mem-
bers found that the most dangerous practice
was about to be entered upon. The pretence
that the estimates had not been prepared,
for reasons which appeared to be quite frivo-
lous, it was proposed to vote the supplies in
block for a period of nine months-a thing
for which he thought there was no precedent
to be found either in this country or in
England. If they excepted the vote which was
taken in Canada in 1865, and that was only to
cover the expenditure of three months. He
contended that votes of credit were never
asked in England in bulk, except in case of
war, when it was impossible to estimate the
expenditure in detail, and then they were
never asked for more than three months. It
was true that within a few years the practice
of voting sums on account had been intro-
duced in England, but this only applied to
those expenditures upon which Parliament
had voted before, namely, for certain services
which must be specified in detail by Gov-
ernment, and which has been provided for by
Parliament in preceding years. No new item
of expenditure was included in these votes,
and although voted in block, it was under-
stood that the sum would be applied in a
certain way and to no other purpose. He read
from Todd and also from debates in Hansard
to sustain his view, and argued that the
Government should have brought down a
detailed statement of the e x p e n d i t u r e
proposed before asking for a bulk sum, and
that even then the vote of credit should not
be asked for more than three months. He
thought estimates in detail should have been
submitted to the House, and that it was not
very creditable to officers of departments that
they had not been prepared. He contended
also that the difficulty was created by the fact
that there was doubt as to what portions of
the proposed expenditure were provided for
by Acts of Parliaments of Canada, Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick. He thought this
doubt should have been solved by the Fi-
nance Minister before asking for appropria-
tions which it might afterwards be discovered
were provided for by Acts either of the
Parliament of Canada or that of New Bruns-
wick or Nova Scotia. If it was found they
were provided for, then the vote would have
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been twice taken, and if on the contrary they
were not provided for, then the five millions
asked would be quite inadequate to meet the
wants of Government. He argued again that
it would be infringement on constitutional
practice to vote a sum in bulk without some
detailed statement as to the manner in which
it would be expended and concluded by mov-
ing that all after the word "that" in the
resolution, be struck out and the following
inserted in lieu thereof, "That this House,
while cheerfully granting the supplies re-
quired for the public service, regrets that
there should have been a departure from the
long established and wise constitutional prac-
tice of basing appropriations of public money
for the ordinary public service of the year
upon detailed statements submitted by the
Crown, and it cannot but regard with pro-
found disapprobation a proceeding which
tends to subvert the surest safeguard of the
rights and liberties of the public, namely, the
complete control over the expenditure by the
representatives of the people."

Mr. Blake seconded the motion.

After the recess.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said he presumed that
every member in the House, as well as him-
self, must have been astonished at the motion
moved by the member for Hochelaga, and
seconded by the member for West Durham. It
was nothing else but a want of confidence in
the Government. They were not quite ready
to leave their position in order to allow the
small body on the other side of the House to
have the grave responsibility of forming a
Government. They would be very much em-
barrassed if they were compelled to take that
responsibility, as it would absorb all the
Opposition in filling up the Government. He
did not think the member for Hochelaga (Mr.
Dorion), was the originator of the motion, but
that he was prompted by the member for
Shefford, (Mr. Huntington). If his honourable
friend the mover of the resolution had stated
his objection to the manner of procedure of
the Hon. Minister of Finance, instead of hav-
ing his objection followed up by this resolu-
tion-and reserved his speech as a protest
against any such procedure hereafter, then
members of the House would not have found
much fault, for it was right that any member
of the House should watch the procedure of
Government, and the manner they carry on
business; but it was unwise and imprudent to
bring in a resolution of this kind at this
period of the session. He had stated that

there was no opposition on the floor of the
House, and he felt there would be no opposi-
tion because Government intended their
ministerial acts to be performed with such
accuracy according to the British system that
no opposition could be made to them. It was
strange that the honourable member for
Lambton was set aside, as a motion of want
of confidence, if it was successful, would
place the member for Hochelaga and the
member for West Durham in prominent posi-
tions if a Government was formed by the
Opposition. He could understand why the
member for Hants was not going to second
the motion, because his friends and himself
came here to watch the proceedings of the
House, and help to pass measures which were
good and to prevent any bad measure being
carried. This might also apply to the member
for Westmorland, who had said he would give
the Government no factious opposition, and
the same thing could be said in regard to the
member for Gloucester. His honourable
friend from Hochelaga had complained that
the privileges of this House and the liberties
of British subjects had, to some extent, been
compromised by the proceedings of the
Minister of Finance. The Governor-General
had transmitted the estimated sums required
for the service for 9 months, from lst June,
1867, to 31st March, 1868, and he recommend-
ed these estimates to the House of Commons.
The mover's resolution finds fault that the
Minister of Finance does not come here with
a detailed account of all the items of expendi-
ture. He has quoted from English Parlia-
mentary practices, and shown that on certain
occasions, as on a Ministerial crisis, there is a
vote of this kind, but that such demand is
always accompanied by a detailed intimation
of services to be provided for. The Minister
of Finance did more than that, for he brings
before the House the whole expenditure-un-
provided and provided for-for the whole
Dominion, during the 5 months expired on
30th November. Mr. Cartier then gave an
account of the items of expenditure as shown
in the appendix to the financial statement.
He said his honourable friend was not asking
a vote of credit for 9 months, but only for the
3 months ending 31st March, all expenditure
mentioned in those statements was expendi-
ture justified by authority of Parliament; but
the Minister of Finance came here just as if
there were no authority, and asks a vote of
credit to cover expenses in the late Provinces
of Canada, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.
He hoped the time of the House would not be
long occupied in this discussion, and the best
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manner to treat the motion was to vote it
down. He then repeated the substance of his
observations in French.

Hon. Mr. Galt rose to oppose the motion of
the member for Hochelaga, but before doing
so, wished to refer in general terms to the
financial state of the country, as indicated by
the statement of the Finance Minister. He
thought that statement in its general bearing
was particularly clear. He said there had
been in the year ending June 30th, 1866, a
surplus of $590,354, and a deficiency in 1867
of $502,734. Consequently the two amounts
gave a surplus of $87,620. He (Mr. Rose) also
stated in general terms that the reason for
the deficiency in 1867 was that the period at
which the tariff was instituted, caused a large
part of the Customs duties to be paid in 1866,
and it became necessary to refund these in
1867. An amount of $270,427 was thus placed
at credit of 1866, which was returned as
revenue of 1867. The changes in the excise
law doubling the duty on spirits, which was
increased from 30 to 60 cents per gallon, had
also great influence in changing the course of
this trade. When the duty was increased to 60
cents, it became so much larger in proportion
to the cost, that the course of the trade had
been for distillers to retain the spirits in bond
till taken out by consumers. On the lst July,
1867, a large amount of spirits remained in
bond, and these had since been withdrawn.
The amount of spirits manufactured in the
year was somewhat in excess of that estimat-
ed. These causes about accounted for the
deficiency. Nothwithstanding the reduction in
the receipts from excise during the year past,
the increase in the receipts from Customs was
so large as more than equal it. He therefore
thought the grounds on which the Govern-
ment of that day acted had been amply
justified and encouraged gentlemen on the
Treasury Benches to proceed in the same
direction of getting free trade, and of impos-
ing duties so as to raise the largest possible
amount of revenue with the least tax on
those articles most in use by the people. He
next proceeded to enquire what had been the
effect of the financial measure carried last
session, with the view of meeting the floating
debt of five millions by provincial notes and
debentures bearing short date interest. On lst
July last, the receipts from these two sources
amounted to $3,986,900, from which had to be
deducted, public debt redeemed $1,813,117,
that being the portion of the floating debt
intended to be provided for. Consequently
there were $2,173,783 cash obtained from

[Mr. Cartier (Montreal East)]

these resources which had to be deducted
from the amount of floating liability reducing
it to $2,826,217 to which we must add a
deficiency for the year of $502,734, making the
actual amount on lst July last $3,328,951. He
then proceeded to consider how this amount
was constituted. The amount due to Canada
agents in London, was $2,404,115; Nova
Scotia, $1,312,740; New Brunswick, $263,980,
making a total of $3,980,835 from which we
have to deduet the amount of 304,000 pounds
sterling on account of the Canada portion of
the debt which had been included in the
amount stated by Mr. Rose to be due to the
London agents, while at the same time it was
provided for out of existing cash balances.
The amount actually due the London agents
including Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
was $2,501,395. There was due to the Bank of
Montreal $2,724,086; sinking fund, $206,980.
The result was his honourable friend (Mr.
Rose) made out a floating liability of $6,911,-
901. Deducting the amount to which he had
referred of 304,000 pounds sterling, there was
left $5,432,461 to be provided for. In consider-
ing the provisions to be made for it, it was
necessary to refer to the cash in hand, stated
at $3,249,125-less credits $457,000, leaving
$2,792,125 available balance. The balance to
credit issue account was $754,000, making
altogether $3,546,125 in the Bank of Montreal
at this time-but we have to deduct from
that the remittances which the Minister of
Finance had in view when he made his
statement amounting to 304,000 pounds ster-
ling for Canada and 75,000 pounds sterling for
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, leaving
balance of $1,701,681, which deducted from
floating liability as reduced, leaves balance of
$3,730,780. There was good reason to believe
that the bonds issued on account of Nova
Scotia would, as stated by him (Mr. Rose), be
sold at par, which would give $1,216,666 re-
ducing the floating debt to $2,514,111 which
was the amount this House would be called
upon to provide for. Against which was the
regular London credit of $1,216,000. He did
not think this statement was calculated to
cause any alarm in the minds of the people.
He did not consider it probable any consider-
able portion of the Provincial notes would be
returned; but was proper that the Finance
Minister should have made provision there-
for. The circulation of the country had been
considerably diminished by their stoppage of
the Commercial Bank, and by the effect
which the crisis following that event had on
other Banks, and the tendency was to in-
crease the issue of Provincial notes. He com-
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mended the proposal of his honourable friend
the Finance Minister, in regard to Savings
Banks in connection with the Post Office, and
believed he might look for considerable reve-
nue from that source. He thought the Gov-
ernment perfectly justified in asking a vote of
credit under the circumstances of the case,
this being a wiser course than to attempt to
enter into details of probable revenue and
expenditure before expropriations between
the different Provinces had been made, and
he expressed his determination to accord
them his hearty support in the course they
had seen fit to adopt.

Mr. Blake said the Minister of Finance in
addressing the House on Saturday had stated
that there were various reasons which made
it difficult or rather impossible for him to
comply with the constitutional rule which
would have given the House the opportunity
of considering everything in detail of the
estimates of the public expenditure for the
year. The Minister of Militia had stated that
if the member for Hochelaga had contented
himself with simply protesting against a vio-
lation of constitutional principle-which,
however, he should have acknowledged to
have been excusable under the circumstan-
ces,-there would have been no reason to
complain of his course; but when the member
for Sherbrooke rose, he turned the tables
completely and contended that so far from
the course of the Government having been
exceptional, something to be defended, the
House owed a debt of gratitude to the Gov-
ernment for the information they had been
pleased to vouchsafe to them-that the
Minister of Finance had done more than his
duty with respect to these enormous sums
which they were called upon to vote-that he
would have done his duty if he had merely
asked the House to vote en bloc this sum of,
nominally, five millions, but really ten mil-
lions, without giving any details whatever.
He (Mr. Blake) could not give his assent to
this doctrine. If that was to be the rule of
procedure in the New Dominion he for one
should not congratulate himself on the result
of Confederation. The Minister of Militia had
said this was a motion of want of confidence,
and if successful the Opposition would find it
exceedingly inconvenient that there should be
thirteen Ministers, for their number was so
limited that they would be a Ministry with-
out followers. If there was reason on that
ground why they should be contented with
that number of Ministers, they had reason
to-night to say the number ought to have
been greater; because if these thirteen Min-
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isters had discharged their duty to the best of
their ability, and with five months' labour
had been able to bring down no more infor-
mation than was now presented to the House,
he was free to admit that his honourable
friends erred rather on the side of being too
few than too many. If half a dozen more
Ministers would have saved us from being
asked to agree to this unconstitutional proce-
dure, it would be better to pay salaries of
that additional number of Ministers than that
the House should suffer from lack of informa-
tion. When this Ministry was formed, the
Minister of Public Works told those in Upper
Canada who had confidence in the leading
members of that Ministry on account of their
past conduct, that a new leaf was to be
turned over; that half, if not the majority of
the Ministry, belonged to the Liberal party,
and had always insisted on the maintenance
of the rights and liberties of the people, and
had struggled with himself (Mr. McDougalD
against acts of misgovernments, and extrava-
gance and expenditure of public money with-
out the sanction of Parliament, and he
argued that it was better that he and others
of that party should go in to control the
Government than that it should be entirely
composed out of the old set. He said, too, that
if any attempt was made to repeat the mis-
deeds of former years, and if he and the
Minister of Inland Revenue found themselves
unable to prevent them, they would wash
their hands and retire from the Adminis-
tration. But what had been the result? The
calling of Parliament was delayed till the
latest possible period compatible with allow-
ing the Local Parliament to meet within the
period fixed by the Union Act. When Par-
liament met, the Government measures were
delayed from week to week, and now they
were called on to vote ten or eleven millions
en bloc, without detailed estimates. Mr. Blake
went on to argue that Ministers had not
complied with the requirements of the Union
Act or with their own promises made in His
Excellency's speech from the Throne, that a
statement of the sums necessarily spent be-
tween the 1st of July and the meeting of
Parliament, would also be submitted for its
approval, and that estimates for the current
year would also be submitted for their con-
sideration. He held that the very general
statements now submitted by the Minister of
Finance were not a fulfilment of these prom-
ises. He suggested that this might be owing
to the way in which the public accounts were
kept, which made it possible for the Minister
of Finance to come down on Monday and tell
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the House that he was a million and a half
dollars wrong in the statements he gave to
the House on Saturday of the amount of our
floating debt. Ministers apparently had got
the public accounts into such a state that
they could not tell us what they had spent,
and were, therefore, unable to give the House
detailed statements. If so, there was the more
necessity why they should give the House the
fullest information as to how they were to
deal with those portions of the public money
with which they had still to deal. It was to be
remembered that they were not dealing with
this question as if it was a day after Union,
as if Government was called upon to conjec-
ture what its expenditure would be. It was to
be remembered that they were now nearly
half a year in acquiring information upon
various points upon which they are now in a
state of black darkness. From what they had
expended since the Union, they might form
some idea of what the public service was
going to cost in detail. It had been said that it
was not distinctly understood in what cases
the old Act of Parliament of Canada was in
force, and consequently it was not distinctly
understood how much money Parliament could
be called upon to provide as distinct from
that authorized by the old Act of Parliament.
This was no excuse. It was time Government
understood what the law of the land was, and
if there was any doubt it should be given in
favour of that construction which would give
the widest scope to the exercise of the consti-
tutional rights and privileges of Parliament.
In former years when estimates were brought
down it was customary to bring down items
under two heads-one head showing what
was authorized by existing acts, the other
head showing the additional expenditure the
Government asked Parliament to vote for. So
in the present instance there was no difficulty
to prevent Government bringing down state-
ments showing what items were authorized
by previous Acts, and what items they asked
Parliament to authorize. They must have had
details before they could get an aggregate.
They had brought down the aggregate, and
why not bring down the details. The second
ground for refusing to bring down the details
of the expenditure was that it was not decid-
ed with regard to any services whether they
are to be under control of the Dominion or
Local Governments. Until this question was
decided by arbitration the Dominion Gov-
ernment must have control over all items
about which there is doubt. Some of the
items might ultimately come under control of
the Local Governments, but that was no

[Mr. Blake (West Durham)]

reason for the Government refusing to bring
down a detailed estimate of each item until
the question was decided by arbitration. Past
experience might have enabled Mr. Langton
to form a pretty correct estimate of what
amount was needed under the different
heads. But it was said no information could
be obtained as to what heads of expenditure
were authorized in the Maritime Provinces
by general Acts, and yet we had two minis-
ters from each Province. Could no informa-
tion be obtained from them? He would ask
the House if there were sufficient reasons for
their voting in block, $1,609,000 for Militia
expenditure. Last year, the amount expended
under this head was some $1,400,000, and
then they were told that was exceptionally
large. The amount this year we were asked to
vote in block was $200,000 more than what
was stated last year to be exceptionally large;
of some of the items Government could cer-
tainly give details; but because they could not
give all details, was that any reason why they
should not give any? It was idle to tell them
that when Parliament would meet again,
Government would bring down details. The
money would then be expended, and Gov-
ernment being strong, would not permit a
disallowance of any expenditure. What was
proposed was in effect to give the Govern-
ment authority to spend the whole amount as
they saw fit. He had no desire to embarrass
the Government but he did not think it the
duty of Parliament to demand a detailed
statement of the proposed expenditure.

Hon. Mr. Rose said they had brought down
a statement of expenditure down to the latest
hour possible, 30th November, they were
now placed under different circumstances
from ordinary sessions, and that it was im-
possible during the short time he had been in
office to give details of all items of expendi-
ture throughout the Dominion. He (Mr. Rose)
referred to several instances to show that the
course taken by Government was not without
precedent. The House should bear in mind
that they were not asking for a vote for the
whole year, but merely until next March,
when Parliament would again meet, and the
Government would then be prepared to bring
down a detailed statement. The course of the
Government had been dispassionate and
straightforward throughout, and they had no
desire to withhold any information whatever
from the House.

Hon. Jos. Howe deprecated the waste of
precious time likely to arise from such a
discussion, and characterized the extraordi-
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nary speech of the Minister for Militia as
being calculated, from its irrelevancy and
want of dignity, to induce almost any one to
vote against him. He would suggest that, as
the Government seemed, in some mysterious
way, to hold possession of some million of
Nova Scotia bonds, they should hand over
these to his Province, (laughter,) and regard
the whole question as comfortably settled.
(Continued laughter and cries of "carried".) If
the amendment was to be carried and the
Ministry resign, he (Mr. Howe) might be
called upon to assist in forming another,
(laughter,) and would be thus prevented from
returning in time to eat his Christmas dinner
at home. He would be disposed to give any
Finance Minister rope enough to hang him-
self, and if supply were voted till March, he
would in the meantime apply himself to the
study of the accounts which should be then
submitted to them, and would deal with the
Government according to the result of his
investigations. He appealed therefore to the
member from Hochelaga to withdraw his
amendment.

Sir John A. Macdonald said as the motion
involved a want of confidence, it was due to
the Government that they should have a vote
in order to enable them to know their posi-
tion. If sustained by the House, they would
be able to act with more confidence in the
discharge of their public duties.

Hon. Mr. Holiton said he did not know
whether his honourable friend for Hochelaga
would consent to withdraw his motion; but as
the Minister of Militia had admitted that the
Government were pursuing an unconstitu-
tional course in this matter, he (Mr. Holton)
would advise him to yield to the suggestion
of the member for Hants, and withdraw his
motion.

Sir John said, whatever Government
might have consented to do, they could not
allow the motion to be withdrawn after the
speech of the member for Chateauguay. The
Minister of Militia had not admitted the un-
constitutionality of the proceeding proposed
by Government, and the object of the mem-
ber for Chateauguay, in imputing such lan-
guage to him, and also in offering this resolu-
tion and then withdrawing it when he found
how weak was the opposition, was simply to
create effect out of doors, and by insidious
means endeavour to injure the Government.
He (Sir John) went on to argue that the
proposal of the Government was entirely in
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accordance with constitutional usage in
England, as well as in this country, citing
cases to sustain this view, and reflected with
some severity upon the members for Chateau-
guay and Hochelaga, who, he said, had shown
forbearance toward the Government only be-
cause they had no power to do otherwise.

Hon. Mr. Dorion replied, saying he had
offered the resolution without consulting any
one except the honourable member for West
Durham, and he had no object in proposing it
except to affirm what he believed to be right,
and to protest against what he regarded as a
grave and dangerous departure by the Gov-
ernment from those constitutional practices
which were designed to protect the rights and
privileges of the people. It would be the same
thing to him whether ten or a hundred voted
with him; he would feel he had done right,
and would look upon his vote in support of
the motion with as much satisfaction as any
he had ever given in his life.

Mr. McDonald (Glengarry) expressed his in-
tention of voting against the resolution. He
had not been asked to give any pledge to his
constituents before election, as to his course
in the House, but after the election he prom-
ised to give the Government a fair trial. He
wanted to see what their measures would be.
He must say he was not pleased with some of
them, but on this question he was prepared to
allow them to bear the responsibility.

Mr. Anglin would take a similar course, not
that he approved the principle of voting sup-
plies without detailed estimates. But Gov-
ernment had declared that they had been
engaged three months before Parliament met
in elections, and everyone knew such to be the
fact, and though he thought they might have
been prepared with their measures, yet, when
they were not, he would allow them to assume
the responsibility of getting this vote.

Mr. Young briefly stated he would support
the resolution. He was not prepared to vote
confidence in gentlemen on the treasury
benches.

The vote was then taken and resulted as
follows:-Yeas, 21; Nays, 115.

YEAS-Blake, K. Cameron (InvernessY,
Cheval, Chipman, Coffin, Coupal, Croke,
Dorion, Fortier, Geoffrion, Godin, Holton,
Huntington, Kierzkowski, Mills, Oliver,
Parker, Power, Ray, Savary, and Young.
Total 21.
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NAYS-Abbott, Anglin, Archambeault,
Ault, Beaty, Beaubien, Bechard, Bellerose,
Benoit, Benson, Bertrand, Blanchet, Bolton,
Bowell, Brown, Brousseau, Brown, Burpee,
Burton, Cameron (Huron), Campbell, Carling,
Caron, Cartier, Cartwright, Casault, Cayley,
Chamberlin, Cimon, Colby, Connell, Craw-
ford, (Brockville), Crawford (Leeds), Currier,
Daoust, Desaulnier, Dobbie, Drew, Dufresne,
Ferguson, Ferris, Fortin, Galt, Gaucher,
Gaudet, Gendron, Gibbs, Grant, Gray, Grover,
Hagar, Harrison, Holmes, Howe, Huot, Hur-
don, Irvine, Jackson, Johnson, Joly, Keeler,
Kempt, Kirkpatrick, Langevin, Lapum,
Lawson, Little, Macdonald (Cornwall);
McDonald, (Glengarry), Macdonald (Sir John),
(Kingston); McDonald (Middlesex); Magill,
Masson (Soulanges); Masson (Terrebonne);
McCallum, McCarthy, McDougall, McKeagney,
McMillan (Restigouche); MeMillan (Vau-
dreuil); Morrison (Victoria, Ontario), Morison
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(Niagara), Munro, O'Connor, Perry, Pinson-
neault, Pope, Pouliot, Rankin, Read, Renaud,
Robitaille, Rose, Ross (Dundas), Ross (Prince
Edward), Simard, Simpson, Sproat, Stephen-
son, Street, Sylvain, Thompson (Haldimand),
Thompson (Ontario), Tilley, Tremblay, Tup-
per, Wallis, Walsh, Webb, White, Whitehead,
Wilson, Wright-Total 115.

The House then went into Committee, and
the resolution for a vote of five millions
passed.

In answer to Mr. Anglin, some explanations
were given in regard to the floating debt, and
the debt of Nova Scotia, etc.

The Committee then reported progress, and
asked leave to sit again for concurrence to-
morrow.

The House adjourned at a quarter past one
o'clock.
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Wednesday, Deceniber 11, 1867

The Speaker took the Chair at three o'clock.

Upon the suggestion of the Hon. Mr.
Langevin, Mr. Bourassa postponed till even-
ing, his motion for consideration in Com-
mittee of the Whole, resolutions for the crea-
tion of a fund to be called the "Liquor
Inspection Fund".

BREWERS OF WATERLOO

Mr. Young in the absence of Mr. Bowman,
moved an address for a return of the evi-
dence and report of the enquiry into the
frauds alleged to have been committed by the
brewers of the County of Waterloo. He said
this was a motion of which notice had been
given by his honourable friend from North
Waterloo. The subject of the alleged frauds
on the revenue in the County of Waterloo,
had excited considerable interest through the
County as well as in this House, and he
thought it was most desirable that the evi-
dence which had been taken should be sent
down by government. Perhaps, however, in
the absence of the member for North Wa-
terloo, it might be as well to allow the motion
to stand till next sitting of the House.

Hon. Mr. Carling hoped it would be moved
now. Charges had been made and the truth of
those charges should be known as speedily as
possible. If the motion was allowed to stand
now, it might not perhaps come up again
during this part of the session.

The motion was then agreed to.

GUNBOATS

Mr. McCallum moved for a return of the
names of all vessels purchased by the Gov-
ernment, and employed as gunboats in the
years 1866 and 67, the age, class, tonnage, and
the price paid for each-the names of parties
from whom purchased, and cost of repairs of
each vessel for the years 1866 and 67 and the
amount of fuel used by each-expense of said
fuel-the names of all officers and agents
employed by the Government in connection
with said gunboats, and the amount paid each
for their services.

Hon. Mr. McDougall recommended the ad-
dition of the words "or hired" after the word
"purchased."

The motion, as amended by the addition of
these words, was agreed to.

Hon. Dr. Tupper, in moving to refer the
petition of Henry S. Jost and others, and of
Benjamin Selig and others to the Select
Committee on Privileges and Elections, re-
gretted that the duty should have fallen upon
him to bring into question the seat of the
honourable member opposite (Mr. E. M.
McDonald). It might be said that the ques-
tion here raised, was one on which the House
had already passed an opinion, but he sub-
mitted that the present case was in reality
entirely different from those upon which
they had deliberated before. As far as he was
personally concerned, he disclaimed any
desire that the prayer of the petition should
be successful. If he could think that by un-
seating the honourable member he would
give an opportunity to the friends of Union
for the return of a representative with views
more in accordance with his own, he should
regard it as a consummation devoutly to be
wished, but he could have no anticipation, the
constituency being largely composed of
fishermen, who had been induced to believe
that under Confederation their interests had
been sacrificed. But he should always hold it
as his duty, however individuals might be
affected, to watch that the law of the country
were maintained inviolate. And how did the
law of the country stand? It provided that
whatever should constitute the qualification
or disqualification of a candidate for the
Local Assemblies at the time of the passing of
the Union Act should regulate in the respec-
tive Provinces the elections to the Commons
of the Dominion. The Local Act of Nova
Scotia declared that no person should be
eligible to sit in the Assembly, who at the
time of candidature should hold any of a
number of offices specified-among which
was named that of Queen's Printer. It de-
clared also that the acceptance of any of those
offices-and among them that of Queen's
Printer-should render vacant the seat of the
member accepting it, and this local law of
elections had by Imperial Statute, been made
applicable to the Parliament of Canada. It
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could not be, therefore, a matter of surprise
that the electors of Lunenburg should present
such a petition, the subject of which had been
brought under his notice by some of the
leading men among the constituency, and he
should be quite satisfied with the considera-
tion and decision of the Comnittee, to whom
he now moved that it be referred.

Hon. Mr. Dorion said a similar case had
been before the Committee, and they had
decided that officers of the Local Government
were qualified to sit in the Commons. If the
Committee were right in that case, they could
not come to a different consideration in this.

Dr. Tupper was astonished that honourable
gentlemen did not see a distinction between
the two cases. In the case of the members of
Local Governments, the Act expressly ex-
cepts them from the list of officers dis-
qualified, they being members of an Execu-
tive Council; but the office of Queen's Printer
was not mentioned in the excepting clause.

Mr. Savary thought it preposterous that
the Premier of Ontario and other members of
the Local Governments should be allowed to
sit in the Commons, and their subordinate
officers prohibited. The member for Cum-
berland might have called the attention of the
House to this matter, without going to the
trouble of sending down to Lunenburg for a
petition. This was equivalent to an election
petition, and, as time was past for receiving
such petitions, it could not be received. No
object could be gained by referring it to
Committee; but, if it was referred, they could
not but arrive at same conclusion that they
did on former occasions.

Mr. Dunkin said that there was some
distinction between the two cases referred to.
According to the old Canadian law, any per-
sons holding office of emolument at the nomi-
nation of the Crown, in the Province of
Canada, shall not be eligible to sit in Par-
liament, except those offices which were spe-
cially mentioned by names as Atty.-General
and other members of the Executive Council.
The members of the Local Governments ar-
gued that the word "Province" must be read
"Dominion," and therefore they, not being
officers of the Dominion, were not included;
but, if one clause of the Act brought them
under its provisions, excepting the clause that
let them out again. If the words "this Prov-
ince," in the Act, meant "Dominion," then
they were safe, because they held no offices
in the "Dominion." If they meant "Province
of Quebec," the excepting clause saved them,

[Dr. Tupper (Cumberland)]

they being members of the Executive Council;
but, in the case before the House, no such
excepting clause existed. In his judgment, the
words of the Act were perfectly clear. "No
person, at the time of his election, shall hold,
under the Government of this Province, any
one of the following offices," etc., Queen's
Printer being among the number. He had no
doubt when the Nova Scotia statute was trans-
ferred to the Dominion, the word "Province"
was equivalent to "Dominion"-that is, "at the
nomination of the Crown in this Province,"
meant now "at the nomination of the Crown
in this Dominion." In the present case, the
office of Queen's Printer, which Mr. Mc-
Donald held, was not at the nomination of the
Crown in this Dominion. The Dominion had
nothing to do with it, and therefore he ar-
gued the acceptance of that office could not
affect his (Mr. Macdonald's) seat in this
House. There could be no doubt in the case,
and it was not in principle distinguishable
from that already decided by the Committee.

Dr. Tupper entirely disclaimed any wish to
annoy the member for Lunenburg. As a
Nova Scotian, he (Dr. Tupper) felt proud of
the abilities he had displayed in the House;
but was it no object that the laws of the land
should be faithfully and impartially adminis-
tered and privileges of Parliament main-
tained. If he had called the attention of the
House to this matter himself, as the honoura-
ble gentleman (Mr. Savary) suggested he
ought to have done, then that gentleman
might have insinuated with some show of
justice that he was actuated with personal
and party considerations; but petitioners had,
without any suggestion from him, requested
him to present their petition.

Dr. Parker said the Election Committee
had already decided the law on this case.
Officers of the Local Government should have
the same rights as the members of it.

Hon. Mr. Cartier thought this case was in
principle just the same as that of the honour-
able member for Cornwall, which had been
before the House and Committee on Privi-
leges and Etections. That Committee reported
that the gentlemen holding appointments in
the Local Governments of the Provinces of
Ontario and Quebec, did not hold them from
the Dominion of Canada, and were therefore
entitled to sit in this House. The question was
not affected by the consideration as to wheth-
er they were elected after being appointed.
As a member of the Committee, he must
declare that if this question were referred, he
would again feel himself obliged to urge the
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same legal view he before took, believing that
the seat of the member for Lunenburg had
not been in any way affected by his accept-
ance of office since he became a member of
this House.

Hon. Mr. Dorion thought the honourable
member should withdraw his motion after
the expression of opinion which had been
elicited.

Mr. Johnson could see no distinction be-
tween this case and that previously before
the House; but it might be saving time to
refer it to the Committee.

Mr. Smiith thought it would be better to
withdraw the motion. There could be no
doubt as to the decision the Committee would
corne to.

Dr. Tupper, after some further remarks,
consented to withdraw his motion. He would
sooner do so than that the Committee should,
as would no doubt be the case, report in the
sense expressed by members of it, which he
did not believe would commend itself to the
common sense of those not used to legal
technicalities.

The motion was withdrawn.

ELECTION EXPENSES

Dr. Tupper moved to refer the returns of
money paid from the Dominion treasury to
returning officers for elections, to the Min-
ister of Finance, for the purpose of bringing
under the notice of the Government the fact
that whereas in Ontario, Quebec, and New
Brunswick, the expenses of holding the elec-
tions are charged upon the treasury, in the
Province of Nova Scotia they are mainly
borne by the candidates, with the view to the
application of the same principle to all the
Provinces. He said as regarded the first elec-
tion to the Federal Parliament, the Dominion
treasury paid for Ontario and Quebec $40,-
000, for New Brunswick $5,000, and for Nova
Scotia only $114, because the plan previously
existing there differed from those in force in
other Provinces. He thought in common jus-
tice, the same principle should be applied to
all.

Hon. Mr. Holion said it was a novelty at
least in the Parliamentary practice of
Canada, and he believed also of England, for
the House to refer any matter to a particular
Minister. He held further that as this would
be a charge on the consolidated revenue, it
could only be dealt with on a message from

the Crown and by resolution originating in
Committee of the Whole. As regarded the
matter of the claims, he thought no one
could dispute that in this matter all Parlia-
ments of the Dominion should be placed on
the same footing.

Dr. Tupper said his object was to bring the
matter under the notice of the Government in
such a way that they would also be possessed
of the sentiments of the House in relation to
it. If no objection was taken to the principle
embodied in the motion, his object in bring-
ing it forward was accomplished.

Mr. Mackenzie said, when he moved for
these returns, he referred to this anomaly as
one the Government ought to deal with. Of
course it was quite unjust that the candidates
in Nova Scotia should be called upon to pay
expenses which in the other Provinces were
borne by the Treasury of the Dominion.

Hon. Mr. Rose said the attention of Gov-
ernment would be given to the subject, and
they would have to consider whether practice
in Nova Scotia should be applied to the rest
of the Dominion, or whether that which had
prevailed in the rest of the Dominion should
be applied to Nova Scotia.

The motion then dropped.

THE SUPPLIES

On motion of Hon. Mr. Rose, the House
concurred in the following resolutions, re-
ported from the Committee on Supply:-
"That a sum not exceeding $5,264,279 be
granted to Her Majesty towards defraying
the expenses of the service of the Dominion,
not otherwise provided for, from lst July,
1867, to 31st March, 1868."

Hon. Mr. Rose moved, that said resolution
be referred to the Committee of Ways and
Means at this sitting of the House.

Hon. Mr. Holion said he had intended to
make some remarks, perhaps somewhat ex-
tended on the statement of his honourable
friend, the Minister of Finance in Committee
of Supply, had opportunity been presented.
That opportunity, however, did not arise, and
knowing the desire of the Government and of
members of this House to advance business
as rapidly as possible, he should allow this
stage to be taken without offering any ex-
tended observations to the House in order
that his honourable friend might be able to
constitute as soon as possible his Committee
of Ways and Means. He felt that the Com-
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mittee of the whole House was by far the
best opportunity they had for discussing a
question of this kind, and having lost the
opportunity of discussion in committee of
supply, he proposed, so far as he was in-
dividually concerned, to avail himself of the
facilities which would arise when they got
into Committee of Ways and Means.

Mr. Anglin said he had received some ex-
planations last night from the Finance Min-
ister, but there were some other points on
which he desired information. If he under-
stood what he had heard about the floating
debt, the position was this-that up to a very
recent period, when the Finance Minister
began to remit to London agents the Jan.
interest on our debt, there must have been in
the Bank of Montreal some three millions to
the credit of the Provinces, while on $2,700,-
000 which we owed the bank, we paid 7 per
cent, and besides that six per cent on provin-
cial notes issued. The bank was then holding
a larger sum of our money than that of our
debt.

Hon. Mr. Rose said the amount held by the
Bank of Montreal at any one day was very
difficult to state, but if a return were asked
for, specifying some particular day, he would
see that it was prepared in twenty-four
hours. The arrangement with the bank was
precisely that inaugurated by his honourable
friend, the member for Chateauguay, and
subsquently modified by the late Finance
Minister. When the amount of notes issued
was sufficiently large to justify the Govern-
ment in doing it, it was placed to the credit
of deposit account.

Hon. Mr. Holion thought the Finance
Minister had misapprehended the point of the
member from New Brunswick. He (Mr.
Holton) understood that honourable gentle-
man to ask as to the rate of interest Gov-
ernment was bound to pay the Bank of
Montreal for these $2,700,000, which loan had
beer renewed for six months; and whether
on this large cash balance Government had
the benefit of interest pending their draft?

Hon. Mr. Rose said the new loan was on
precisely the same terms as existed previous-
ly. With reference to the floating amount
which fiuctuated very much, no interest was
allowed.

Mr. Smith, asked whether the late law with
respect to legal tender notes, was made appli-
cable to the whole Dominion?

[Mr. Holton (Chateauguay)]

The Hon. Mr. Rose said these notes were
all issued shortly after the Act passed, and a
considerable amount was in the hands of
Government.

Hon. Mr. Dorion thought his honourable
friend meant, whether any of the notes had
been issued since July lst.

Hon. Mr. Rose said, Government issued
some notes since lst July, when they were
placed at the disposal of the public with the
financial agents.

Mr. Mackenzie-That is, the Government
did it through its financial agents.

Mr. Anglin understood then that we were
paying thirteen per cent on this money for
some time.

The House concurred in the resolution,
which was referred to the Committee of
Ways and Means at the second sitting to-day.

THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORY

Hon. Mr. McDougall moved that the House
concur in the resolutions reported from the
Committee of the Whole for the incorpora-
tion of Rupert's Land and the North-West
Territory with Canada.

Hon. Mr. Holion moved in amendment the
following resolutions:-

That according to the provisions of the British
North America Act of 1867, an Order-in-Council
founded on an address of the Canadian Parliament
to Rer Majesty, the Queen, praying that Rupert's
Land the North-Western Territory should be united
to his Dominion on the terms and conditions to
such address set forth, would have the full force
and effect of an Imperial Statute, and would bind
this House to provide whatever sum of money
might be required to extinguish the claims of the
Hudson's Bay Company upon the said territory;
and that to pledge irrevocably the public funds to
the payment of a large and indefinite suma for the
extinction of vague and doubtful claims, would be
alike unwise on grounds of general policy, and
Imprudent in view of the present financial position
of the country; and that it is therefore inexpedient
to adopt and address under the 146th clause of the
British North America Act, 1867, until the nature,
extent and value of the claims with which the
territories In question are burdened shah be ascer-
tained.

In moving the amendment, he said he did not
propose doing more than off ering a few ob-
servations first as to his own views on this
general question, and secondly, an explana-
tion of the proposition contained in the reso-
lution which he offered to the House. He
might say that before Confederation he was
one of those who strongly urged the policy of
obtaining this territory. He thought the mov-
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er of the resolutions would bear him out
when he said that when he and that honoura-
ble gentleman were in the same government,
he had no firmer supporter than himself (Mr.
Holton) in all these steps which he considered
it necessary to take in order to assert the
rights and claims of this country over that
territory. Of course the doctrine held by that
honourable gentleman and held also by his
friends in Upper Canada who had been main-
ly instrumental in incorporating this question
into Canadian politics was very different
from the doctrine laid down in these resolu-
tions. They held that the territory belonged
of right to us and that the Hudson's Bay
Company had no claim or title over it. Prior
to Confederation, he (Mr. Holton) was willing
to go, and in point of fact did go, with the
mover of these resolutions in all those steps
which he considered it prudent and proper to
take in order to assert the right of this
country over that vast territory; and further
than that, since Confederation had been ac-
complished, he had felt it to be his duty to
aid the Government as far as he could in
carrying out in a proper way all the incidents
of Confederation. He had been opposed to
Confederation, not on principle, because he
had no objections to union with our fellow
colonists in the Lower Provinces, but because
it was, in his opinion, imposed upon us before
we were able to bear the burden of independ-
ence; and because, in his humble judgment,
the Constitution adopted at Quebec was not
such a constitution as suited the circum-
stances of the country. But Confederation
having been accomplished and acquiesced in
by a majority of his own Province, and
perhaps of all of them, he came to this
Legislature not to obstruct its fair working,
but to aid as far as he could the object of all
our politics, the good government of our
country. He had felt that a natural conse-
quence of this Confederation was undoubted-
ly the annexation of this territory to the
country, and he had been and was now
prepared to support the Government in aid-
ing that object. Such being his position-a
position which was in accord with that for-
merly occupied by the Minister of Public
Works and by the leader of the Reform party
in Upper Canada-he (Mr. Holton) had rea-
son to regret that the Government had shown
want of diligence in regard to this matter.
Why was it they were only now prepared to
open negotiations? Why was it they were not
prepared to corne down with an address
which, in the contemplation of the Union Act
should follow negotiations, and containing
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terms upon which the territory was to be
acquired, would form the final step in the
whole matter? Why, he asked, was it they
were not in a position to do that? Because
they had failed in this as they had failed in
every other duty with which they were
charged as Ministers of the Crown. They got
up an appearance of doing something, howev-
er, and came down with these resolutions,
which, if adopted, would hopelessly bind the
House and the Government to whatever
terms might be embodied in the Order-in-
Council which might be passed on this ad-
dress under the terms of the Union Act. He
went on at some length to agree that this
would be the effect of the resolutions
proposed by Government, and that the
Order-in-Council which might be passed
would have all the force of an Imperial
enactment. He thought this position incon-
trovertible, and challenged honourable gen-
tlemen opposite to disprove it. Then with
regard to the motion, it was equally sound
and indisputable. The policy it recommended
was, he contended, that which had always
been urged by the Liberal party of Upper
Canada, and especially by the Minister of
Public Works. He thought it would still com-
mend itself not only to that party, but to the
good sense of the House.

Mr. Bea±y said he rose to express his
disapprobation of the tone adopted by the
honourable gentleman who had just sat down,
and by other honourable members who had
addressed the House on this subject. The
honourable gentleman said he had been op-
posed to Confederation. Well, he (Mr. Beatty)
could say, on the contrary, that he had sup-
ported it, and it was a source of pleasure to
him now to reflect that more than ten years
ago when he offered himself as a candidate
for the Legislative Council of Canada, he
foreshadowed events which had since oc-
curred, and expressed the hope that the time
would arrive when British subjects on this
continent would be united from ocean to
ocean. (Hear.) He knew the House would
sympathise with him, a young member,
(laughter) and if in addressing it for the first
time he should betray some embarrassment,
he knew he could rely on its forbearance.
(Hear, hear). He looked upon the questions
which naturally arose out of Confederation as
the most important which could be presented
for the consideration of this House. He re-
garded two of them as being especially im-
portant as necessary to the full accomplish-
ment of Confederation, and as rising superior
indeed to all other considerations, namely,
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the construction of the Intercolonial Railway
and the annexation of the North-West territo-
ry. He did not believe Confederation would
ever be fully completed until these two ob-
jects were secured. He would not occupy the
time of the House in reproducing arguments
that had been offered in the various able
speeches that had been made in favour of
these resolutions, or in detailing the results of
the explorations of the North-West Territory
by those who had at different times been
employed for that purpose. The time of the
House has already been sufficiently occupied.
But some of the speeches had not been deliv-
ered in vain, and he would venture to predict
that that of the honourable gentleman who
had had the honour of introducing these
resolutions was one which would live in the
memory of those who had been so fortunate
as to hear it, and be read with admiration by
future generations, while the speeches of
those who had opposed them would be for-
gotten. (Hear, hear). If he (Mr. Beatty)
thought for one moment that these resolu-
tions would lead to the results some honoura-
ble gentlemen predicted, he would be the last
to support them. If the extension of our
Dominion were to cause deplorable effects,
which some honourable gentlemen had de-
clared it would, then he would not be found
standing in his place in this House to favour
it. If these resolutions were to lead to annex-
ation with the United States, or to separation
from the mother country, he for one would
be the last to resist them. He was satisfied no
such result would follow, but that they would
tend to promote the prosperity and increase
the power of this Dominion-and justify the
expectation of those who looked forward to
the opening up of that territory and its settle-
ment by those British hearts of oak whose
manly industry and hardihood had contribut-
ed so much to the welfare of this coun-
try.-(Hear, hear). He might give various
reasons for his approval of those resolutions;
but, as he had said already, the time of the
House had been too long occupied by this
debate. He would vote for them with all his
heart, because he believed they would be
another step towards cementing and con-
solidating the great Confederation which had
been so happily inaugurated. Several honour-
able gentlemen had remarked upon the char-
acter of this Union, some alluding to it as a
kingdom, and others regarding it as a near
approach to independence. He considered that
we did not occupy at all the position of a
kingdom-we were a Dominion, and whatev-

[Mr. Beatty (Toronto, East)]

er power we possessed had been delegated to
us by Her Gracious Majesty. He considered
that this country still formed part of the
British Empire, and he deplored the utter-
ances of those who, by assuming that we
were an independent people without an army,
without a navy, and without means of de-
fending ourselves, gave encouragement to the
aggressive designs of the United States, and
comfort to those enemies of our country who
were ready on the first favourable opportuni-
ty to cross the border and make hostile
inroads upon our homes. He did not mean to
say that honourable gentlemen who employed
this language, intended to injure their coun-
try, but he was sorry that they had indulged
in it, because he believed it would have a bad
effect elsewhere. Under all the circumstances,
he hoped that there would be no further
delay in securing the fruitful territory in the
North-West. Now was the accepted hour.
(Hear, hear). Now was the time to take action
on this important matter, and we would be
ungrateful recipients of the blessings con-
tained in the Constitution Her Majesty had
conferred upon us, if we did not hasten to
extend them to that vast territory as soon as
opportunity presented itself. It afforded him
the greatest pleasure that under Divine
Providence he had the opportunity of giving
a sincere hearty vote for the immediate adop-
tion of these resolutions. (Applause).

Dr. Grant said, at this advanced period of
the Session, and after the able and elaborate
discussion on the various resolutions on the
North-West Territory, introduced by the Hon.
Minister of Public Works, he would consider
it unpardonable to detain the House by any
lengthy remarks. The subject of these resolu-
tions is one of the most important which has
been before this House for a considerable
length of time. It is one upon which in a
great measure the future prosperity of the
Dominion depends. The future of this Do-
minion as a consolidated British American
Power on this continent is materially depend-
ent upon the Union of the whole territory
holding allegiance to the Crown. The influ-
ence of the Hudson's Bay Company has done
much to retard the prosperity in an agricul-
tural and commercial point of view, of this
whole Northern country. Where the fur trade
prospered the cultivation of the soil would
not be allowed. In such bounds immigration
and colonization were out of the question. It
was high time that some decided action
should be taken, in order to ascertain upon
what terms a Union more extensive than the
present might be established. The principles
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of Confederation when first advanced by
Canadian statesmen, were not to be confined
to the Dominion as it now stands, but to
extend also westward, having no other
boundary in that direction than the Pacifie.
In carrying out these principles it was neces-
sary to understand exactly how we stood
with the Hudson's Bay Company. By some
there is considerable doubt expressed as to
the precise nature of our claims. The question
resolves itself into two parts, the local and
constitutional, and the historical. The former
has already been so well and ably dealt with
by the Minister of Public Works that it
would not subserve any good purpose to
reopen it. The latter is involved in some
doubt, and requires to be approached with
considerable caution. Were it not for the
monopoly exercised by that North-West
Company, that vast territory would now be in
a much different condition in every respect.
Like the hunting grounds of Scotland, from
which sheep are excluded so as not to spoil
the shooting, so from these northern lands,
the immigrant has been kept, that the fur
trade might flourish and prosper. This condi-
tion of affairs must take a radical change.
The Dominion must extend from the Atlantic
to the Pacific, or these proportions so essen-
tial to permanence and strength will be want-
ing. It is a stern necessity, to be laboured for
with ail the ability which Canadian statesmen
can command. Should this country remain, as
to the extension of territory, in its present
bounds, who would be the losers? Those in
the East and those in the West. Just in
proportion as that vast country is opened up,
and its commercial and agricultural capabili-
ties turned to account, this new Dominion
East and West will more particularly be
developed. The magnificent harbours on the
Atlantic seaboard will then outstrip even
their present advanced and prosperous condi-
tion. They will grow and expand in magni-
tude, proportionate to the export and import
trade that will eventually arise out of this
extensive tract of country, and not alone that,
but the trade by the far East, China and
Japan, will pass en route to Europe, down the
valley of the Ottawa. Thus will our contem-
plated Ottawa Ship Canal be of service, thus
our Grand Trunk Railroad, and the Inter-
colonial Railroad, and the various branches of
inland navigation, which will spring up as
required by the trade of the country. Under
these circumstances who would oppose the
contemplated object in view in these resolu-
tions. It is high time immediate action should
be taken. Do we not observe that an exten-
sive trade is springing up between St. Paul's
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and Red River settlement in consequence of
the want of any direct communication be-
tween that section of country and Canada.
Thus we are annually losing thousands of
dollars, which instead of flowing into
American coffers, might be added to the
revenue of this country. The Minnessotians
are thoroughly impressed with the richness of
the soil and the extensive mineral resources
of that country. They are aware of the fact
that no finer agricultural territory is to be
found on this continent than that which lies
in the great Winnipeg basin, and that wa-
tered by the Saskatchewan, the Assiniboine
and Red River. These rivers are navigable for
thousands of miles, flow onuninterruptedly,
and like the Euphrates, the Nile, the Amazon,
and the St. Lawrence, water the fertile plains
on either side, and stimulate vegetation in all
its present wildness and grandeur. Is it any
matter of surprise that our ever active neigh-
bours should bestir themselves, and thus
develop trade and new commercial relations.
The Minister of Justice remarked that they
are trained up to go west from infancy. Have
we not observed the truth of the statement?
Within a short space of time that country,
once under the control of England, with its
thirteen States, declared its independence,
and now has grown into 36 independent
States. It required no extraordinary power ta
produce that growth, nor is there anything
very astonishing in it. These States are no
doubt a vast region of fertile soil, to which
the surplus people of Europe and Britain
wended their way. Englishmen, Irishmen,
Scotchmen, Frenchmen, Germans, etc., have
taken their abode there. They have taken at
the same time the knowledge and experience
of their fathers, and entered a productive
agricultural country with the implements of
husbandry in their hands. In viewing the
prosperity of a country, however, we must
not alone confine our attention to superficial
prosperity, for nothing is more deceptive. We
must seek for good effects in the intellectual
and social, as well as in the commercial
growth of a people. Venice flourished in
pomp and magnificence under a most detesta-
ble Government. India during its palmiest
days, clothed with external splendor was un-
der subjection to a foreign power. We are
pleased to observe American prosperity, and
not covetous of it. At the same time, we do
not admire the stanzas of the Monroe doc-
trine-
"No pent up Utica contracts our powers,

But the whole boundless continent is ours."
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We are satisfled with democracy as long as it
does not extend beyond its proper bounds. A
universal democracy would no more be ac-
ceptable to us, than a universal monarchy in
Europe was to our forefathers, who fought
well and shed their blood from the reign of
Charles V to Napoleon, in order to prevent
such taking place. (Cheers.) Canada possesses
the same number of Provinces at the present
time that it did when England took this
country under her control, and although our
Provinces are not more numerous, still a
marked and substantial degree of internal
improvement has taken place. A friendly
feeling pervades the land, and in the midst of
our prosperity we hope for a reciprocal inter-
change of that feeling from our neighbours.
We have, it is true, lost the Reciprocity
Treaty, but the results are more detrimental
to American than Canadian trade, still we
would be pleased to open up those avenues of
trade which would be mutually beneficial. We
feel that new commercial relations are grad-
ually springing up, and this country united
by a chain, fastened by one end in Halifax
and moored by the other to the shore of that
country, which has so glorious a name, a
name every Canadian, every British subject
delights in-Victoria. There is nothing to pre-
vent our occupying a worthy position
amongst the nations of the world. (Cheers.)
These ideas were impressed on my mind
years ago, and the worthy member for Hants
had something to do in the diffusion of such.
I regret he does not now in his old days
attempt to realize the dream of his boyhood.
The honourable member for Wellington re-
inarked that there was no coal in that coun-
try? Such is not in accordance with the
knowledge of the geological formation of the
country. The material is there in considerable
quantity; not only coal-but iron, lead, silver,
gold and various other metals. When iron and
coal exist in such abundance, they are a great
source of wealth. With such materials Eng-
land made rapid strides in the mechanical
arts, and we in Canada may hope for happy
results from such products also. The iron in
Mountains of the Ottawa must smelt down
under the influence of Nova Scotia coal, and
the forges of our country turn out the imple-
ments of warfare if ever required. The same
spirit of independence that has ever charac-
terized us as a people, is firm as ever, and
with the assurance of British support, if
needed, why should not our Dominion pros-
per. We on this North American Continent
are one people, we enjoy a common litera-
ture, we breathe the air of freedom, and alike

[Dr. Grant (Russell)]

delight in nutual prosperity. A prosperity not
to be lessened by the expenditure of what
may be required by the Government of the
country, in whom we had full and implicit
reliance, to secure this additional territory.
With it our new organization will prosper,
and assume that magnitude, and realize that
commercial prosperity which will enable us
to lessen our debt, and strengthen our posi-
tion as a people. Under these circumstances
he would have pleasure in recording his vote
in favour of the resolutions. (Cheers.)

Mr. Jones (Leeds) said after the course
taken by members in praising the fertility of
the country and great advantage it would be
to Canada, they could not refuse the Gov-
ernment if they asked five or ten million
dollars to extinguish the claims of the Hud-
son's Bay Company. He would not assume
any such responsibility. The question did not
exclusively belong to either the Reform or
Conservative party, but was in some measure
supported by both. He referred to the project
which was entertained by the Government of
which the honourable member for Chateau-
guay was a member, to pay a certain amount
for the construction of telegraphic communi-
cation between the boundary of Canada and
the Pacific Ocean, and ridiculed the idea,
stating that the Indians would burn the poles
for firewood. He said that in some regions
which has been praised for their fertility,
wheat and barley did not ripen, and between
Dog Lake and Lake of the Woods, frost re-
mained in the ground but a few feet below
the surface during the summer. After passing
49° latitude there was very little land adapt-
ed for agricultural purposes.

After the recess-

Mr. Jones continued his remarks concern-
ing the severity of the climate in the new
territory, and quoted authorities to show that
it was ill adapted for colonization, the ther-
mometer sometimes indicating 47 degrees be-
low zero at Fort Garry. There were 337,000
square miles in the Dominion. This was quite
territory enough at present, as half that
amount of territory on the continent of Eu-
rope contains fifty million inhabitants.

Mr. Bellerose said we had the choice be-
tween the annexation of these territories to
Canada or to the States, and Canada with
them. It was a political question, greater than
the financial question. We have numerous
proofs of the States' desire to acquire that
country, and then the independence of
Canada would be greatly endangered. This
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acquisition is the basis of an empire, the safe-
guard of our frontier, and our greatest guar-
antee for the future.

Mr. Lawson, in reply to Mr. Jones, read a
number of extracts from Mr. Dawson's ex-
plorations in the North-West, describing in
very strong language the fertility of immense
sections of that territory. He then referred to
the difficulty which seemed to loom up in the
minds of some gentlemen as to the cost of
defending the territory against the United
States. He asserted that we had no reason to
look on the United States as an aggressive
nation. It was not recorded against them that
they had ever wantonly invaded the countries
in their neighbourhood. When they had
desired territory they had offered to purchase
it. He thought this continued expression of
our fears about the United States was very
ungrounded. The people of this country were
brave and loyal, and it would be degrading to
us to shape our policy by a consideration of
what the United States might or might not
do. We should take an example of warning
from the people of that country. After they
became commercially great they devoted
their attention too exclusively to commercial
pursuits, and failed to look after their politi-
cal rights and liberties. We saw what was
their position to-day in consequence of this,
and we should be careful to guard our own
rights and liberties, and carry out our own
policy, irrespective of the views of any for-
eign country.

Hon. Mr. Howe referring to the remarks of
the last speaker, said no doubt our people
were brave, but in modern times war had
come to be a question of needle guns, and of
how many were on the one side and how
many on the other. In our case it was a
question of four millions against four and
thirty millions, and it did not argue a man to
be disloyal that he acknowledged that fact.
But we were told that England would defend
us. How long would that continue? The
English manufacturer had to pay fifteen per
cent to get any article he produced into
Canada, and now when the custom houses
which gave him some chance in the Maritime
Provinces were swept away, and the
Canadian manufacturer ran over the whole
country shutting out English manufacturers
by duties of 15 to 20 per cent, how long
under those circumstances would English
manufacturers consent to pay taxes to defend
us? After some further remarks on the de-
fence question, Mr. Howe proposed to refer to
the speech of the member for Cumberland

(Dr. Tupper) of Monday night. He said that
when the people of Canada got accustomed to
that gentleman they would find he never
made a speech of which three-fourths, as on
Monday night, was not about Mr. Howe.
Having replied to charges of inconsistency
brought against him by Dr. Tupper, he said
as the learned member was always contrast-
ing him (Mr. Howe) with some one else, he
would for the moment contrast the honoura-
ble gentleman himself with the Minister of
Customs. When the Minister of Customs had
pledged his word to his co-delegates at
Quebec, on this measure of Confederation, he
went back to his country, dissolved the House
and put the measure before the people. He
was beat and a second appeal was made. He
might call in question the means by which
that appeal was made, but it was a fact that
the Minister of Customs made two appeals to
his people, and had given them twice an
opportunity to decide on this question, and
when he came up here to Canada, he came to
a large extent sustained by the public opinion
of his Province. But when the member for
Cumberland went back from the Quebec
Conference to Nova Scotia, was it consistent
that distrusting his own people he did not
dare to put the measure before them? Was it
consistent that he should go into their legis-
lature and there declare the measure of
Confederation was absolutely impracticable?
Was it creditable to his statesmanship or
patriotism that at last he got the measure
carried by means which he (Mr. Howe) would
not stop to characterize? Did not every man
here know that the honourable gentleman's
conduct in managing that great measure was
now the very weakness of it, inasmuch as he
had come here single, and alone, leaving
behind a sentiment so overwhelming against
Confederation, that every man here was more
or less embarrassed and disturbed by appre-
hensions of what the future might bring
forth. The honourable gentleman had said
that while the elections were going on in
Canada, certain newspapers in Nova Scotia
violently attacked the existing administration
in Canada and supported the Hon. G. Brown,
but that as soon as Mr. Brown was beaten,
the tone of the Anti-Confederates suddenly
changed, and that they had offered them-
selves to the Government to some extent for
purchase and sale. This was unjust and un-
fair. So long ago as the 18th of June, two or
three months before the elections came off, he
(Mr. Howe) addressed a letter to the people
of Canada, in which he said that since the
passage of the Imperial Act, he had had no
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correspondence with Mr. George Brown, -and
had at that time no political connection with
him. He and his friends had no further con-
nection with him than that they knew who
George Brown was, and what his position
was in Canada. A man of his indomitable
energy, great ability, and large political influ-
ence in Canada, could not but throw his sha-
dow as far as Nova Scotia; but that was all,
and long before he (Mr. Howe) knew what
Mr. Brown's fate would be at his election, he
had defined his own position. As to overtures
to or from gentlemen opposite, they had
treated himself and the other gentlemen
from Nova Scotia with that frank courtesy
and hospitality that was due by gentlemen to
strangers, but they had not approached them
with any offer or overture. They knew that
the members from Nova Scotia, having put
their hands to the plough, could not then turn
back, and that until this controversy was
fought out not a man of them could accept
without dishonour any such offer, and they
had consequently respected their position. He
then adverted to Dr. Tupper's argument that
North-West extension was necessary for the
protection of our rights. Our rights hitherto
had been perfectly secure, and he (Mr. Howe)
believed the further our territory was ex-
tended the more our political rights and
security of our country would be endangered.
As regarded his argument that it would en-
courage immigration, he thought it absurd.
Was there not land and employment and
bread in Canada to attract immigrants? Had
it not been proclaimed that our great want
was population, and were we to be at great
expense to get new lands in order to fill them
by depopulating the country within the prop-
er bounds of the Dominion? The honourable
member from Cumberland, without any
knowledge of finance, had taken it for grant-
ed that Nova Scotia had largely drawn from
the treasury of the Dominion. It should be
remembered that when Nova Scotia went into
the Union, her debt was set down at eight
millions, though she did not really owe that
amount. She was therefore entitled to draw
from the treasury of the Dominion any sum
her debt was less than eight millions. If the
honourable gentleman would take the trouble
to examine what has been paid and what has
been received by the Dominion since lst July
upon revenue account, he would find the
Dominion owes Nova Scotia at this moment
$152,000. He had been charged with belittling
the strength of the Dominion, and advertising
its feebleness. He might be allowed to say

[Mr. HIowe (Hants)]

that his whole life had been spent in en-
deavouring to elevate these Provinces-in
vindicating as far as he was able when oppor-
tunity presented, the honour and manliness of
his fellow subjects. He would tell the honoura-
ble gentleman (Dr. Tupper) that if the spirit
in which his remarks were made should per-
vade the House, and if his counsels were
taken, he might inflame and aggravate the
forces which at this moment were subject of
serious thought to every member of this
Parliament, and which would go to weaken
the Dominion. Whatever might become of the
measure before the House, he trusted that the
debate would be conducted with that calm
and honurable spirit which became an assem-
bly such as this.

Mr. Dunkin said that the question before
the House had nothing to do with the domes-
tic policy of Nova Scotia. It was simply a
question whether we should have those ter-
ritories now or never. Refusal to take posses-
sion of that country now would to all intents
and purposes, be a refusal to take possession
of it for all time to come. We must look at
the consequences of our saying no, as well as
the consequence of our saying yes. The open-
ing up of this country was as much a part of
the policy inaugurated in the Quebec Con-
ference as the building of the Intercolonial
Railway. He was willing to admit that there
was a time when a different solution of this
question was possible, but we halted then,
and that opportunity was lost. Whatever the
terms were upon which they proposed to
receive this territory, they were not called
upon to bear the whole expense of defending
it. The Mother country would be still bound,
and he believed would be willing to back us
up with her whole strength. Why was delay
asked? It seemed to spring from an unworthy
suspicion, not to say fear, that England did
not mean to take care of us, but was asking
by this means to throw us off. Such suspicion
was unfounded. True, there was a school of
politicians in England who desired to throw
off her colonies, and if we refused to take
possession of this territory we would be play-
ing into their hands. If that territory was
worth anything to any one, it was of worth to
Canada, and if she refused to have anything
to do with it, it might be said with some
show of plausibility that it was worth less to
England. The people of Canada had more at
stake in the matter than had England. The
people of Canada were better qualified to
deal with the question than the people of
England. Let Canada take possession of this
terx4tory, open it up for settlement, develop
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its vast resources, and backed as she would
be by the whole strength of Britain, she
would build up a country which would be the
right arm of England's power.

Dr. Parker denied that to make acquisition
under existing circumstances was the policy
of the Liberal party of Ontario, as he former-
ly declared, it was never their policy to
secure it under such terms as those proposed,
nor till the state of the finances would permit.
He proceeded at some length to show the
enormous expense which the scheme of the
Government, if carried out, would involve,
amounting to a total capitalized debt of 30
millions. The reason the subject was not
taken up at the Quebec Conference was that
the finances would not permit, and he asked
the House and the country if they were in a
condition now to justify the expenditure
necessary to extinguish the claims of the
Hudson's Bay Company, to open up com-
munication and to maintain a system of
Government. There were three or four alter-
native propositions which he was prepared to
support-either to create this territory a
Crown colony, for the monopoly created by
the Home Government to be extinguished by
them, and for the Territory to be ceded free
from the claims of the Hudson Bay Company.
These things failing, he should adhere to the
policy once announced of first addressing the
Crown for the possession of the country.

Mr. Rymal thought the territory would cost
much more than we could now afford. We
were fully as great already as we should
endeavour to make ourselves at present. He
thought we had as much on our hands as we
could take care of, in the construction of the
Intercolonial Railway, and the carrying out of
necessary improvements. These would give us
all we could accomplish for the next 50 years.
He referred to Indian troubles likely to en-
sue, and which might even lead to interna-
tional disputes, and we should be held re-
sponsible for depredations they might go over
and commit in the States. Consolidation of
present territory is of more importance than
its extension at present. Believing the acqui-
sition would be detrimental to the best inter-
ests of the country, he could not vote for the
resolution of the Minister of Public Works.

Hon. Mr. McDougall briefly referred to one
or two points in the debate. He contended
that the policy of the Government, of which
the member for Chateauguay was a member,
had been to open up the territory to occupa-
tion; but the proposition made at that time,
which was rejected, was a motion to con-

struct a telegraph line, for which 500,000
pounds sterling was to be guaranteed, and
also four or five per cent on the outlay. The
object in view would not have been attained
in that way, but on the ground taken by the
Government, as stated in a minute of council,
was that it was desirable to open the
territory to settlement, asserting the claim to
that portion which could be proved to have
been in the possession of the French at the
time of the cession.

Hon. Mr. Holton replied to the Minister of
Public Works. The resolutions had been in-
troduced without any true conception of their
scope or consequences. The honourable gen-
tleman had obviously overlooked the distinc-
tion between this and an ordinary series of
resolutions on which to found an address to
His Excellency. These resolutions, if adopted,
and the Order-in-Council passed thereon,
would have the full effect of an Imperial Act.
Then it was objected that this was a motion
of want of confidence. He thought it un-
worthy the dignity of the House to raise such
an objection, which if pushed to such an
extreme length as had been attempted, would
deprive the House of any power of improving
legislation, or interfering with the business,
without raising the cry of want of confidence.
This was not the ordinary Parliamentary
practice in England, and it ought not to be
resorted to here. He then briefly reviewed the
argument in favour of his amendment, and
hoped that at another stage the Minister of
Public Works would condescend to answer
those points, which to-night he had thought
unworthy of notice.

Mr. Mackenzie, though agreeing with the
principle of the amendment, did not see that
its adoption would be of any practical advan-
tage, while it would put back indefinitely the
chance of obtaining the territory. He would
therefore vote against the amendment, but
without voting confidence in the Government.

Mr. O'Connor said that he had not intended
to trouble the House with any remarks on the
subject presented by the resolutions now un-
der consideration, until the amendment
proposed by the honourable member for
Chateauguay showed that there was a deter-
mination to test the sense of the House by a
vote. That being the case, he (Mr. O'Connor)
felt that in justice to the large constituency
which he had the honour to represent, and to
himself, he could not give a mere silent vote;
and therefore he desired to state to the
House, as briefly as possible, his views on the
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subject. (Hear, hear.) The question which
first presented itself was, whether it was
desirable that we should acquire the territo-
ries referred to in the resolutions, and make
them part and parcel of the Dominion. His
answer was yes-emphatically, yes. And his
reasons for giving that answer were, first,
whether we were to remain for a long time,
as at present, a part of the British Em-
pire-of that Empire upon whose dominions,
as it has been said, the sun never sets; or
whether we should before a very distant day
go forth and take a place beside the Mother
Country, amongst the nations of the earth,
with, as the honourable member for Montreal
West (Mr. McGee) had a few days ago,
beautifully and pathetically expressed it, our
parent's blessing on our head; in either case,
by reason of the fact, that our system of
Government, our institutions, and our feel-
ings, were in their nature largely monar-
chical, and therefore in spirit, opposed to the
form of Government which prevailed in the
United States, we were destined to be, and
were now, jealously regarded, as a rival pow-
er to the United States. It should therefore be
a cardinal point with us while we had the
resources of the Empire at our back, and
while the honour and prestige of the British
Crown was concerned in it, to extend our
territory, and render our frontier commensu-
rate with that of our rival, the United States.
(Hear, hear, and cheers.) The second reason
he would give, was, that in order to establish
and maintain such a power in our peculiar
position, it was absolutely necessary that our
Government should rule with unbroken sway
from the shores of the Atlantic to those of the
Pacific, and that our country should, as un-
doubtedly it could, and as he (Mr. O'Connor)
believed it was destined to become, the great
commercial highway between the Empires of
the East and those of the West. Such an
extension would also place us in accord with
the spirit of the age, which was to form great
Empires instead of small States: as is shown
by the example of the United States, of
Russia, of France, of Italy, and of Prussia.
The expansion would afford a field of indus-
try, enterprise, and speculation, worthy of
and inviting to the ambition of a class of
young men who are fast increasing amongst
us, and who, being well educated, of high
spirit and enterprising, are now, after having
overstocked the learned professions, and glut-
ted the more respectable trades and callings
amongst us, compelled to seek in the wider
field, and more enterprising spirit presented
by the United States and the people thereof,

[Mr. O'Connor (Essex)]

something worthy of their education, spirit
and ambition. Of this result we have had
during a few years past hundreds, nay, thou-
sands, of examples detrimental to our coun-
try. But furthermore such an expansion of
territory with its great variety of climate, soil
and channels of trade would soon cause our
fine agricultural and great mineral resources
to be suitable developed, which, with the
trade of our noble fisheries, expansive forests,
and the manufactures for which our un-
rivalled water privileges afforded immense
facilities, would render our country prosper-
ous, populous, wealthy and great. Aye, and he
hesitated not to say that we shall be raised to
a position to give to civilization itself a new
impetus, and be to it a beacon of light and a
pillar of support. (Cheers.) The next question
which presents itself and that which is prin-
cipally questioned in this debate is, whether
the present is an opportune time for seeking
that expansion to which he (Mr. O'Connor)
had alluded, and authority for which is
sought by the resolutions now under discus-
sion. He (Mr. O'Connor) would answer,
unquestionably this is the time, nor, if wis-
dom should be exercised, could the matter be
pressed with too much energy, vigor or rapid-
ity. Because the sooner the foundation was
laid, so much the sooner would the super-
structure be raised; and the broader and
deeper the foundation was laid the more solid
would it be, and so much larger and durable
would be the superstructure. But there was
another reason for desiring speedy action;
and it was a fact to the importance of which
we should be alive, and which we should
regard with jealous anxiety, that the people
of the United States were desirous of obtain-
ing control of that which was called the
North-West territory; and that they were
systematically and vigorously, though
stealthily operating to that end, by encourag-
ing a class of traders and speculators to go in
and get control of the trade, and by that and
other artifices to Americanize the people and
direct their thoughts towards annexation.
Besides, as the number and interests of these
American adventurers increased, their hold
would be firmer, and they would be enabled
to put forward with a show of right, claims
which if disputed would give them an oppor-
tunity and a protest for calling on the Gov-
ernment of the United States to sustain them.
And by appealing to the prejudices of the
American people and to the cherished policy
of the Monroe doctrine, an outcry would be
raised which would compel that Government,
even if not otherwise willing to interpose as
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desired. Such was the manner in which the
United States had obtained Louisiana in 1803,
for $15,000,000. Such was the manner in
which they had obtained Florida from Spain
in 1819, for $5,000,000, which, however, they
claimed for and got leave to pay to their own
citizens, who had trumped up, and put for-
ward those claims against the Spanish Gov-
ernment with a very slight show of reason. It
appears evident that this consideration has
obtained with the Hudson's Bay Company,
and it accounts for their desire to get rid of
their interests as soon and as advantageously
as they can. And it may be reasonably feared
that unless this country acts promptly, those
enterprising Americans will strengthen their
position, and greatly further their ends by
acquiring the stock and claims of the compa-
ny, whether well or ill-founded-a movement
which he (Mr. O'Connor) hesitated not to say
would in a short time be disastrous to this
Dominion. For the foregoing and other rea-
sons which would readily present themselves
to reflecting minds, but which in the present
impatient temper of the House, he would not
take time to express, he concluded that delay
was dangerous-that procrastination would
serve but to increase the difficulties to be
overcome, and the expense of overcoming
them; and thus it may cause the failure of
the whole grand design so well conceived,
and up to the present time so well executed
of establishing on this continent a British
American Dominion, which having the neces-
sary elements was destined to be an Empire,
the ultimate limit of whose power, greatness,
and splendor, only the Omniscient could fore-
see. Therefore, he would say with the honou-
rable member for Toronto East (Mr. Beatty)
now is the acceptable-yes, now is the ap-
pointed time (cheers.) He (Mr. O'Connor)
would now proceed to examine as rapidly as
he could, in deference to the impatience of
members who, he saw, were desirous, at this
late hour, to vote and retire to rest, examine
some of the arguments which had been ad-
duced by honourable members against the
resolutions. But before doing so, he would
call the attention of the House to the parties
by whom these arguments were used, to
their position in relation to the Ministry, and
to the Government in its more general and
permanent sense. It was a principle of human
nature, than which no truth of the moral
order was more capable of demonstration,
and of which every man's experience and
observation afforded him evidence, that man's
intellect is swayed, and to a great extent
governed, by feelings, by mere emotions. Or

as Sir William Hamilton has it, "the feelings
and desires exert an influence not under the
control of reason." When a man perceives an
object which he believes highly desirable, if
not necessary to his happiness and to the
welfare of those who are dependent on him,
and whom he loves, and becomes a darling
object-his mind is possessed by it, his feel-
ings are enlisted, and his intellect made cap-
tive, and he regards with enmity, bitterness,
and perhaps with deadly hatred, anything
which comes between him and the attainment
of that object. What was thus true of every
man may be applied with additional force to
parties, and particularly political parties, the
members whereof were bound together by
community of feeling and unity of design.
When the individual, or the party, argues
against that which militates against in-
dividual or party interests which are the
objects of strong feeling and desire, the argu-
ments are so coloured and intensified by the
feelings as to be dangerous to truth by force
of the captive intellect. Arguments from such
a source were to be received with caution,
examined with care, and accepted for nothing
more than they were intrinsically worth. In
the present instance, there were in the House
two parties opposed to the resolutions of the
Government, who, though acting in concert,
regarded the resolutions from different stand
points, and opposed them for totally different
reasons, and with a view to different results.
First, the party (comparatively few in num-
ber, but not lacking in ability and influence)
which might be designated the opposition
proper, composed of those who profess to
regard the present Government as a coalition
formed without political necessity, and there-
fore as politically immoral. These gentlemen
were ready to use, and on this occasion they
had used, all the weapons of party warfare.
Hence we had listened to strong assertions,
doleful predictions, highly coloured argu-
ments, and such expressions of dissatisfaction
as might naturally be expected from a party
who desired to hurl the present occupants of
the Treasury benches from their seats and
put themselves instead. Next we had the
party composed of the majority from Nova
Scotia and the minority from New Bruns-
wick, led by the honourable member for
Hants (Mr. Howe), who complained that their
feelings had been outraged, that their dearest
rights had been wrested from them by
fraudulent means-that they had been surrep-
titiously forced into a union which they
detested and repudiated; and which they de-
clared themselves determined to sunder as
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soon as possible, and by almost any means.
Speaking under the influence of such feelings,
was it not likely, and was it not observable,
that the arguments of these gentlemen par-
took of the colour, the bitterness and the
intensity of their feelings: and that those
arguments were subservient to that design
which they had determined on and loudly
proclaimed, of dismembering the Dominion in
order that they might escape from it? They
saw and felt that the passing of these resolu-
tions would materially increase the obstacles
in the way of their design. The old Roman
motto was, "Delenda est Carthago"; Carthage
must be destroyed so that Rome may be
unrivalled mistress of the world. And the
motto of these gentlemen was the Dominion
must be sundered in order that they might
escape from it. Hence to a settled purpose
attended with strong feeling might be at-
tributed the powerful efforts, the biting sar-
casm, the burning indignation, and pathetic
appeals of the Honourable member for Hants,
and the denunciations not less vehement of
other honourable members of his party.
Therefore the cry with both parties had been
delay, delay or the country would be ruined!
In his (Mr. O'Connor's) opinion there had
been too much delay and inaction-too long
had we lagged behind the spirit of the age.
(Hear, hear.) It had not been urged by any of
the opponents of these resolutions that at no
time should the territories in question be
sought for and brought into the Union; on the
contrary it was conceded that it should be
done some time. With the opposition proper
the time would be when they should occupy
the treasury benches. With the other
party it would be when they were out of the
Union. These hypotheses he ventured to say,
pretty fairly indicated the keys which had
opened the boxes of the respective parties
arrayed against the resolutions, from which
had gone forth a torrent of denunciation
intended by the one party to be as destruc-
tive to the Ministry, and by the other as
destructive to the integrity of the Dominion,
as the opening of Pandora's box was to the
health of the world. The principal arguments
against the resolutions were, first, that the
acquisition of the territories referred to
would cost an immense sum of money, which
at present the country cannot afford to pay;
second, that after the acquisition, protecting
and retaining them in the Dominion might
cost an enormous sum; and third, that no
possibility of right should be acknowledged in
the Hudson Bay Company. As to the first and
third objections they assumed contrary to the

[Mr. O'Connor (Essex)]

fact that a large sum of money was proposed
by the resolutions to be paid, and that the
claims of the Company were admitted to the
fullest extent. The resolution merely provides
hypothetically for the settlement of any
right that might be found to exist. The ex-
penditure of money was provided against by
the condition that any settlement should be
subject to the approval of Parliament, to
which also application would have to be
made for any money which might be re-
quired. Without a provision for settlement the
Government and Parliament of Great Britain
would not listen to any negotiation; because
they were bound to protect whatever were
the rights of the Hudson Bay Company, as
well as the rights of any other company or
person within the allegiance of Great Britain.
He (Mr. O'Connor) was persuaded that noth-
ing fairer could be proposed than that the
question of right should be settled by the
judges of the land. The second objection is an
extraordinary one. The bare possibility of
some expenses being incurred in protecting
the territory was put forward as a serious
argument against organizing that which was
necessary to our existence as a power on this
Continent. Had such been the spirit which
had obtained in the United States, could they
be the great power they now were? They had
spent $15,000,000 to acquire Louisiana; $5,-
000,000 to acquire Florida, and thousands of
lives and millions of treasure to drive the
Seminoles out of it; and nearly the same may
be said of the other territories acquired by
them. But we were to run no risk for expan-
sion according to the opponents of these reso-
lutions. Besides, if difficulty was anticipated
in acquiring the territories in question, it was
an additional reason why we should now
proceed while the honour and prestige of the
British Empire were concerned, and its mili-
tary and naval power were at our back.
(Hear, hear.) But nothing which he (Mr.
O'Connor) had heard during this debate had
astonished him so much as the speech of the
honourable member for Wellington Centre
(Dr. Parker). That honourable member had
thundered it forth as a principle that it was
"one of the inalienable rights of man to
possess and cultivate the soil," and that we
should assert that right by going in and
driving the Hudson Bay Company out. And
that barbarous sentiment seemed to find an
echo from the honourable member for Hants
(Mr. Howe) who had called on the Hon.
Minister of Militia to call out the posse
comitatus and assert that right with the
strong hand. Did it occur to those honourable

December 11, 1867



COMMONS DEBATES

gentlemen that the mother country was
bound to protect her subjects in the enjoy-
ment of any rights she has conferred on
them, and that the proceeding which they so
considerately advised would be a levying of
war on Her Majesty the Queen-an act of high
treason? But, aside from this consideration,
which served to show that passion and not
judgment had furnished the opponents of this
measure with agruments, he (Mr. O'Connor)
could tell those honourable members, that the
principle thus evidenced was the same which
had actuated the Vandals when they over-ran
the Roman Empire and darkened Western
civilization. It was the same which had ac-
tuated the first French revolutionists, and
which had given birth to the horrors of the
fearful tragedy of that period when the fair
soil of France had been drenched with the
blood of its best sons and daughters. And to
bring it nearer home, it was the same princi-
ple which was guiding those lawless bands in
the United States called Fenians, who had
been giving us so much anxiety, and putting
us to so much trouble and expense. (Hear,
hear and cheers.) Notwithstanding the impa-
tience evinced by many members to end
discussion and take a vote, he (Mr. O'Connor)
desired to trespass on their patience a mo-
ment longer. He could not sit down without
referring to a passage of the speech delivered
that evening by the honourable member for
Hants. The honourable gentleman had spoken
in terms almost boastful of the aggressive
tendency of the policy of the United States;
and in terms bordering on contempt of our
resources and power of resistance in case of
aggression from that quarter, while with the
same breath he more than insinuated that the
people of Nova Scotia would, if not permitted
to withdraw from the Union, assume an atti-
tude of defiance to both the mother country
and this Dominion. Did the honourable gen-
tleman mean insurrection, and an invocation
of the aggressive spirit of the United States?
If so, the sooner it was understood the better.
(Hear, hear, and cheers.)

The members were then called in and the
vote taken, when the amendment was lost.
Yeas, 41; Nays 104.

Yeas-Anglin, Bechard, Blake, Bourassa,
Cameron, (Inverness) Carmichael, Cheval,
Chipman, Coffin, Connell, Coupal, Croke,
Dorion, Forbes, Fortier, Geoffrion, Godin,
Holton, Howe, Huntington, Joly, Jones,
(Halifax) Jones, (Leeds and Grenville,)
Kierzkowski, Killam, McDonald, (Glengarry)
McDonald, (Antigonish) McDonald, (Lu-
nenburg) Masson, (Terrebonne) McKeagney,
McLellan, Paquet, Parker, Power, Ray, Ross,
(Victoria, N.S.) Rymal, Savary, Shanly,
Smith, Tremblay.-41.

Nays-Abbott, Archambeault, Ault, Beatty,
Beaubien, Bellerose, Benoit, Benson, Blan-
chet, Bidwell, Bolton, Bowell, Bowman,
Bown, Brousseau, Brown, Burpee, Burton,
Cameron, (Huron,) Campbell, Carling, Caron,
Cartier, Casault, Cayley, Chamberlin, Cimon,
Colby, Crawford, (Brockville,) Crawford,
(Leeds,) Currier, Daoust, Desaulnier, Dobbie,
Drew, Dufresne, Ferris, Fortin, Gaucher,
Gaudet, Gendron, Gibbs, Gray, Grover, Ha-
gar, Hunt, Hurdon, Jackson, Johnson, Keeler,
Kempt, Kirkpatrick, Langevin, Lapum,
Lawson, Little, Macdonald, (Cornwall,)
Macdonald, Sir J. A. (Kingston,) McDonald,
(Middlesex,) Macfarlane, Mackenzie, Magill,
Masson, (S) McCallum, McCartney, McConkey,
McDougall, McGreevey, McMillan, (Resti-
gouche) McMillan, (Vandreuil) McMonies,
Metcalfe, Morris, Morison, (Victoria, O.)
Munroe, O'Connor, Oliver, Perry, Pinsoneault,
Pope, Poulion, Pozer, Read, Redford, Renaud,
Robitaille, Rose, Ross, (Dundas) Ross, (Prince
Edward), Simard, Snider, Sproat, Stephenson,
Stirton, Thompson, (Haldimand) Tilley, Walsh,
Webb, Wells, White, Whitehead, Wilson,
Wright, Young.-104.

The resolutions were then read and passed,
and on motion of Hon. Mr. McDougall a
Committee was appointed to draft Address
thereon.

The Committee presented report of Ad-
dress, which was read a first time and or-
dered to a second reading to-morrow, and the
House adjourned at 1.30.
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Thursday, December 12, 1867

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

LONDON BOARD OF TRADE

Hon. Mr. Gray presented a report from the
Committee on the nature and operation of the
Bankruptcy and Insolvency laws, to whom
had been referred the Bill to render valid
certain appointments py the London Board of
Trade. They begged to report the same, with
several amendments.

Mr. Mackenzie, Fifth report of Joint
Committee on Printing, recommending the
publication of official reports at the rate of
four dollars per column of fourteen hundred
words, and printing the same as stated in
fourth report of Committee by House Printers
at contract prices. Supervision of reports to
be undertaken by reporters without extra
charge.

RETURNS

Hon. Mr. Langevin brought down returns
as to the salaries of County Judges in New
Brunswick; and of the evidence, etc. as to
alleged frauds by brewers in the County of
Waterloo.

The Orders of the Day having been called,
Hon. Mr. Gali made a statement of some

length, with reference to the circumstances
connected with the failure of the Commercial
Bank, moving pro forma, in order to make
his statement, that the House do now ad-
journ. He stated at the outset that he
proposed to make a statement with reference
to the events which preceded and followed
the suspension of the Commercial Bank. He
might be asked why he had not taken an
earlier opportunity of making this statement.
His reason was simply this-that it would
disclose that, in the course of these events,
certain differences of opinion happened, un-
fortunately to arise between himself and his
late colleagues, and he thought that in the
public interest it was better no subject should
be introduced at the first meeting of this
Parliament which could by any possibility, in
the then excited state of public opinion, lead
to any angry discussion or angry feeling in

this House. He felt it was better for him to
remain subject for a time to a certain amount
of misapprehension and misconstruction than
run the risk of putting any obstacle in the
way of his friends in the Government whose
policy he intended to support. He was now,
however, brought to the conclusion that it
was his duty, for his own defence as a public
man, to make the statement he was now
about to make. He was not disposed by
remaining silent while a Committee of the
Senate was investigating the circumstances of
the late crisis in Canada West, to run the risk
of that Committee presenting a report which
might possibly for all future time leave him
responsible in the eyes of the public for the
events which he deplored in common with
everybody else. He had therefore applied
through his honourable friend at the head of
the Government for the permission of His
Excellency to make such a statement as
might be necessary, and that permission he
had obtained. The first intimation he received
of the Commercial Bank being in any danger
was in a telegram received at Sherbrooke
from Mr. Holton, saying he desired to see him
on public business. As he was unable then to
visit Montreal, he requested Mr. Holton to
come to Sherbrooke, which he did by the first
train. Mr. Holton told him that the Com-
mercial Bank, owing to the continued with-
drawal of deposits was in a position of seri-
ous danger, and that they wished their case
brought before the Government with a view
to their obtaining a deposit of public money
in order to give them an additional reserve. A
meeting with the Directors of the Commercial
Bank was arranged for at Montreal, on the
following day. Sir John A. Macdonald, one of
the Directors, was telegraphed to, but as the
elections were proceeding, it was impossible
for him to attend. The Directors represented
that they feared the Bank would have to
suspend payment unless assistance could be
obtained from the Government. He (Mr. Galt)
informed those gentlemen there was, in his
opinion, a serious difficulty in the way of
Government granting such assistance, but
that he would take the opportunity of con-
sulting Mr. Cartier, who was then in Mon-
treal. He did so. Mr. Cartier's view as to
these difficulties was even stronger than his
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own. He (Mr. Galt), however, agreed to ac-
company the Directors to Kingston, to meet
Sir John A. Macdonald, who, he found,
shared the same opinion, that the Govern-
ment would not, under the circumstances, be
justified in interfering on behalf of the Bank.
At the same time, they both agreed that the
Government might possibly express such a
desire to the Bank of Montreal as would
induce them to give the assistance that might
be required, or such securities as the Com-
mercial Bank had it in its power to hand over
to that institution. This view was intimated to
the Directors of the Commercial Bank, al-
though it was impossible to obtain a meeting
of Council at that time to adopt a formal
decision. The assistance necessary, it was
thought, would be somewhere between
$300,000 and $500,000. Mr. Angus, acting on
the part of the Bank of Montreal, in the
absence in England of Mr. King, met this
proposition in the most friendly way. This
was on the 16th or 17th of September, and he
learned next day that arrangements had been
made for an advance of $300,000, on a deposit
of commercial paper. On the 15th October,
being in Montreal, he was met by Mr. Cart-
wright and Mr. Holton, who informed him
that the position of the Bank had again
assumed an alarming character-the with-
drawal of deposits increasing to such an ex-
tent that it would rapidly exhaust the re-
sources of the Bank. He had then a meeting
with the Directors, and the statements sub-
mitted satisfied him that the position of the
bank was one merely of temporary embar-
rassment, arising from undue disquietude in
the public mind, and that a very limited
amount of assistance would enable them to
overcome the difficulty. He proceeded to nar-
rate what passed at an interview on the
following day between himself and Mr. King
of the Montreal Bank, who had just returned
from England. He finally came to the conclu-
sion, and it was acquiesced in by Mr. King,
that the best course to take under the circum-
stances, was that the Government should as-
sume the responsibility of coming to the
assistance of the Bank, and that it would be
well for him (Mr. Galt), to submit the case to
the Government, with the recommendation
that assistance should be afforded to the
amount of half a million dollars. He accord-
ingly proceeded with Mr. Cartwright to Ot-
tawa, arriving there on Thursday, the 17th.
He saw Sir John A. Macdonald, who, on the
situation being explained to him, at once
expressed his anxiety and desire to save the
Commercial Bank from disaster; and at the

[Mr. Gait (Sherbrooke)]

same time agreed with him fully that serious
danger might occur to other institutions and
to the business of the country if a failure
took place. Sir John A. Macdonald suggested
that he (Mr. Galt) should see Mr. Cartier. He
did so, and found that Mr. Cartier attached
great weight to the objection offered on the
previous application. Sir John A. Macdonald
and Mr. Cartier agreed that with the pressure
the Government could put on the financial
institutions of the country, the necessary as-
sistance might be obtained from other bank-
ing institutions. After consulting with Sir
John, he (Sir John) came to the conclusion
that it would not be expedient to submit the
case to the Council. He (Mr. Galt) was un-
willing to accede to this course. However, he
deferred opinion here and went to Montreal
with Mr. Cartwright, and had a consultation
with Mr. King, a letter from whom, dated
Oct. 17th, he read, in which that gentleman
expressed his view on the question, when it
was considered by both of them desirable
that Government should come to the assist-
ance of the Bank. After consultation with Mr.
King it was deemed advisable that represent-
atives of the Western Banks should be invit-
ed to attend a meeting in Montreal. That
meeting took place on the 21st of October. He
did not propose entering into the details of
the events of that day, because full state-
ments had been put forth by gentlemen pres-
ent on both sides, and no gentleman who
was present would refuse him the credit of
saying that his efforts were all directed to
reserve harmony and to bring about a meas-
ure of real relief. An understanding was
come to which, in his opinion, and in the
opinion of those who attended the meeting,
would have produced the necessary assistance
to the Bank. It was necessary, however, to
communicate this to head offices, and by
half-past five o'clock telegrams were received
to the effect that the plan suggested could not
be carried out. Up to that moment he had
been sanguine that the crisis could be avert-
ed. It was then proposed by the Directors of
the Commercial Bank, at a meeting at which.
he was present to place the affairs of the
Bank in the hands of the Bank of Montreal.
He felt that beyond a certain point he could
not urge the matter upon Mr. King, knowing,
as Finance Minister, that the Government
had been obliged themselves to borrow large-
ly from the Bank of Montreal, and fearing
that to cripple that institution might interfere
with the arrangement of the Government
itself. He now told Mr. King that assistance
could not otherwise be obtained, he would
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immediately telegraph to the Government the
unfortunate failure of their efforts. He ac-
cordingly telegraphed to Sir John A. Mac-
donald that the suspension of the Commercial
Bank had been determined upon, and asked
him to call a meeting of the Council, and
inform him of the course to be taken, the
telegraph offices to be kept open all over the
country during the night. He informed Mr.
King of having done so, when that gentleman
at once said the resources of the Bank of
Montreal might be relied upon to the utmost
extent if necessary. At his request Mr. King
remained with him during the night to learn
the final result. At half-past Il o'clock, he
(Mr. Galt) received a telegram from Sir John
A. Macdonald to the effect that he had been
unable to obtain the attendance of two lead-
ing members of the Government, and desired,
if possible, that the crisis should be delayed
till next day. He immediately replied that
that was impossible, as the banks throughout
the country had been informed that the
Commercial Bank would close its doors next
morning, and he repeated the request that he
would call his colleagues together. At half-
past two o'clock in the morning, he received
the following telegram from Sir John A.
Macdonald:-
To Hon. A. T. Galt, Private

Council met and considered your telegrams giv-
ing information as to the condition of the bank, the
character of the security offered, and the reason
why the other banks declined to help, insufficient
to warrant any other action by the Government.

(Signed) John A. Macdonald

When he received that telegram it produced a
feeling of deep disappointment, and his first
enquiry was whether the telegraph office was
still open. The messenger replied that the
agent at Montreal on receipt of the message
had not considered it necessary to keep the
offices open in the West, and therefore he had
no further means of communicating with his
colleagues. He had therefore to face the fail-
ure of the Bank and its possible conse-
quences. He felt the delicacy of the position
in which he was placed by the telegrams
which had been sent to the country by Sir
John A. Macdonald, and that as Finance
Minister the whole responsibility would fall
on his shoulders. His feeling of disappoint-
ment was also increased by the thought that
he was in the painful position of being de-
serted by his friends. He had believed that as
Finance Minister he possessed the confidence
of his colleagues, and felt at the time that
they should not have deserted him. He had
not recommended to Sir John A. Macdonald

that any assistance should be given to the
Bank, because he was aware that he (Mr.
Galt) had been to Ottawa for the express
purpose of urging that such assistance should
be given. As Finance Minister, he was looked
to by the country for the maintenance of its
credit, and he found himself in the position of
being supposed to have the power, while he
really was incompetent to save its credit.
Under these circumstances, he felt there was
only one course for him to pursue, to place
his resignation in His Excellency's hands.
Therefore he addressed the following letter to
Sir John A. Macdonald:-

Montreal, Oct. 22, 1867
My Dear Sir John:

At 2 a.m. I received the following telegram from
you: 'Private-The Council met and considered
your telegrams, giving Information as to the condi-
tion of Bank, character of security offered, and
reason why other Banks declined to help, insuffi-
cient ta warrant any action by Government.' The
grounds stated for the refusal of the Government
ta act, appear ta me to imply both censure and
want of confidence. As regards the alleged want of
information, I must remind you that I went to
Ottawa with Mr. Cartwright, the President of the
Commercial Bank on Thursday last, for the pur-
pose of submitting the whole case to the Council,
and only at your express desire abstained frorn
doing sa. The whole slate of facts was then known
ta you and also to other members of the Gov-
ernment. If you supposed any changes had taken
place, you could have sought and obtained this
information by telegraph last night, before adopt-
ing the resolution you have communicated to me.
Had the Government seen fit to rest their decision
upon the want of proper authority, or the incon-
venience of establishing a precedent, I might have
consented to share the responsibility of this action;
but I must decline to do so upon the grounds
stated in your telegram. I have, therefore, only to
place my resignation in your hands, and to request
that you will submit the same to His Excellency,
the Governor-General.

Believe me, etc.,
A. T. GALT.

That letter was mailed on the 22nd Oct. On
Wednesday morning, Sir John A. Macdonald
telegraphed him that he had entirely misun-
derstood the action of the Council, and that
he wished him to come up to Ottawa. He (Mr.
Galt) replied that he must decline acceding to
the request, and that explanation must be in
writing. Sir John then did him the favour of
telegraphing that he had engaged a special
train to come down to Montreal. On Thurs-
day, the 24th, they met about two o'clock in
the afternoon, and Sir John stated to him
that he quite misunderstood the intention of
Government, who by no means wished to
throw the responsibility on him, or that he or
any of his colleagues had any talk of confi-
dence in him. Considerable discussion ensued,
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but he (Mr. Galt) still remained under the
impression that he should be obliged to ad-
here to his first resolution. However, Mr.
King subsequently read to him a telegram
informing him of the excitement in the West,
and of runs upon the Royal Canadian and
other banks, and urged him strongly not to
give up the charge of the finance of the
country at the moment when the crisis had
come. There was the more force in his de-
mand, inasmuch as he had made every provi-
sion for the crisis if it should arise. He (Mr.
Galt) finally made up his mind to accept
frankly the explanation of Sir John, but told
him he must have this in writing, as the
telegram which he had sent was on record.
The question then arose as to the means to
meet the difficulty. Sir John left for Ottawa,
assuring him that Government would give
him any support he might desire while he
remained in Montreal. Next day, 25th, 'passed
without any material change; but it was plain
that the efforts which were being made by
the other banks to maintain themselves
would be successful. With regard to the 26th,
he would be obliged to trouble the House
with several telegrams. It was really the
important day of the crisis. He first received
a telegram from Sir John A. Macdonald, in
which he suggested that it might be desirable
that he (Mr. Galt) should proceed by special
train to Ottawa. He replied that he did not
think this necessary, as he could avail himself
of the following day (Sunday) for the purpose
of communicating if occasion arose. He an-
swered that he thought he (Mr. Galt) was
quite right in remaining in Montreal. He then
received, at 2:30 a.m., a telegram from Mr.
Howland, informing him that he (Mr. How-
land) had telegraphed that public officers of
the Government would receive the notes of
all chartered banks except the Commercial
Bank and the Bank of Upper Canada. He had
little doubt the step taken by the Government
and banks would go far to allay distrust. He
telegraphed to Sir John A. Macdonald his
information did not lead him to believe
things so serious-that Mr. King had tele-
graphed to receive all notes. On Monday
morning he said that he had better wait in
Montreal, and that there was no justification
yet for the measure proposed. Sir John A.
]Macdonald answered to come up by all
means, and bring Mr. Tilley with him. He
accordingly returned to Ottawa, but Mr.
Tilley remained in Montreal. He was bound
to say here that he was disappointed at the
telegram having been sent to public officers
throughout the country under the signature

[Mr. Galt (Sherbrooke)]

of any other member of the Government than
himself. It having been signed by Sir John A.
Macdonald might lead, he feared, to the
conviction in the public mind that Govern-
ment had decided on a policy which distinctly
differed from his own. He arrived in Ottawa
on Sunday morning, at 10 or 11 o'clock. He
took this opportunity of dissenting from those
who had criticized the action of the Gov-
ernment in meeting on the Sabbath. He had
as much respect for that day as anybody, but
could not see wherein it was a violation of
Christian principle to make an effort on that
day, if necessary, to avert disaster to the
country. (Hear, hear). Well, the Council met on
Sunday, and the first question which came
up, was the policy they should adopt with
reference to the crisis then actually prevail-
ing in the Province. He urged the duty of the
Government giving every assistance to the
Banks, and it was unanimously agreed that
the Government would, if necessary, do so,
on Monday morning. He informed the
Council that the most effective way of doing
so, if they apprehended danger, would be
largely to increase the stock of specie at
Toronto and Montreal, and that Provincial
Notes should be sent to all points of danger,
so that it would only require a telegram on
Monday morning to put the crisis at an end.
The question then was, whether the Gov-
ernment was called upon to render this aid.
No application had been made to them by the
Banks, and there being a feeling that such
applications would be useless, they sent a
telegram on Sunday to Bank agents in differ-
ent parts of the country, asking them to
ascertain what were the views of the Western
Banks in regard to the progress of the panic,
and then meet it. Replies were received from
numerous quarters, and he read that of Mr.
Smith, of the Royal Canadian Bank, as being
similar in tenor to all of them. Mr. Smith
said-

The Bank of Montreal having yesterday, at sev-
eral points, refused the bills of other Banks, will
have the effect of increasing the panic, which was
subsiding. Should another Bank suspend, all must
follow, and universal bankruptcy ensue. Think all
the Banks can redeern unless panic is intensified.
Meantime al discounts are stopped and business is
suffering. Wheat has declined 20c.

The Government then sent this message,
signed by himself, to Mr. A. Fisher, Ontario
Bank, Toronto:-

Governrnent have already instructed their officers
and the Bank of Montreal to receive public dues in
notes of Banks. We cannot instruct the Bank of
Montreal beyond this point without assuming the
responsibility of ail their business, which form of
aid could not be adopted. We have requested Mr.
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King to go as far as consistent with safety without
our actual guarantee. He Informed us the refusal
arose from mistake of instructions at Kingston, and
we understand all current Notes will be taken by
the Montreal Bank to-morrow. Keep us advised.

There was no reply to that message and the
banks did not make application for aid. Gov-
ernment sent this message at the same time
to Mr. King:

Government are Informed that they believe the
panic will subside if the Bank of Montreal continue
the usual courtesies. Government trust you will be
able to do so, consistently with your own safety;
but we do not guarantee your collections beyond
those pald in by public officers.

They also sent this message to Mr. King:-
Government wish you to Increase our specie

reserve at Toronto by transfer of gold £rom
Montreal; also to send up further supply of notes
payable in Montreal. Small denominations likely to
be most useful. This is precautionary.

They received this message from Mr. King in
reply on the same day, 27th:

We have already given instructions to receive ai
bank notes except the Commercial Bank and Bank
of Upper Canada. Our wishes are those of the
Government, and in this emergency we regret to
receive no encouragement to look beyond our own
safety. The Bank holds specie at Montreal and
Toronto in excess of Government reserve which is
quite at your service. We telegraphed last night
offering assistance to the Bank most in danger.

On the same day, he (Mr. Galt), telegraphed
to Mr. King:

Let me know your advices from the West to-
morrow. If the run continues and extends it will
probably be necessary for you to accompany me to
Toronto.

That closed the telegrams on Sunday-on
Monday, Mr. King addressed the following
letter to him (Mr. Galt), which he had Mr.
King's permission to read:-

Montreal, 28th Oct.
My Dear Mr. Galt:

Your note by Mr. Cartier reached me this morn-
Ing. I think it right to say that I fully understood
the effect of the advertisement which appeared in
this mornings paper, that 'Government would re-
ceive the notes of chartered banks,' etc. It placed
this bank, which had no circulation, and which is
the agent of the Government, In the unenviable
position of electing to take very heavy risk by
receiving notes of other banks indiscriminately, or
of incurring the great unpopularity of defending
itself, as it has a perfect right to do, by refusing
any bank note. If the measure taken by the
Government was of itself sufficient to restore confi-
dence, I would not have thought so much of it; but
I well knew, and so do the Banks themselves, that
the Government advertisement would not have
been sufficient if we had discredited to-day; and it
is for that reason I feel that the Government threw
ail responsibility upon the Bank, its own agent,
without consultation or asked our co-operation
until telegrams had been sent over the country. I

do not, of course, mean to say that Government
would not be prepared to take any responsibility
that the exigency of the public interests might
demand; but I think it will be admItted, on
reflection, that the course that was taken was not
of itself sufficient, and placed us in an Invidious
position, such as we hardly deserved. It is true that
Government could not be expected to endorse al
the banks at such a moment; but if they could not,
could we? At least, the Government might have
stood by us for one day. If the Bank had joined In
the advertisement, the panic was at an end; if the
Bank had discredited the other Banks, who can tell
which of them would have stood. It was a serious
responsibility, and I took it in the best interest of
the country, but I would not be frank if I did not
let you see that I feel that the Bank hardly
received that consideration which It might have
expected at this critical period. I am of course
aware that the telegrams were despatched by
Council before you left this city, and there is no
doubt on my mind that the full bearing of the
measures that were taken, and the effect of your
telegrams last night, that we must consult our own
safety, were not fully appreciated.

(Signed) E. H. KING.

On Monday morning, continued Mr. Galt,
when the Council met, they were glad to find
by intelligence from all parts of the Province
that the panic had really subsided, and that
there was no apparent demand upon the
Government to come to the assistance of
any of the Banks. He then read a letter from
Sir John A. Macdonald, written with the
desire, he (Mr. Galt) had expressed, disclaim-
ing any intention on the part of the Gov-
ernment in framing their telegram to throw
upon him the responsibility of the failure of
the Commercial Bank, in consequence of the
course the Government had pursued in not
coming to the assistance of that institution,
and recognizing in the fullest manner the
efforts he (Mr. Galt) had made to avert the
suspension. In concluding, he (Mr. Galt) said
it was extraordinary that imputation should
ever have been cast upon him as Finance
Minister and the manager of the largest
banking institution in the country, of deliber-
ately attempting to bring about the failure of
one of the most important banks in the
country. Should he (Mr. Galt) have put him-
self in that position on the eve of meeting
Parliament, and having besides personal in-
terest in the Commercial Bank, he would
have shown himself a fitting candidate for a
lunatic asylum. And as for the Bank of
Montreal, it was equally absurd to make such
charges against it, because it must necessarily
as the largest banking institution in the coun-
try, have suffered most by the financial panic.
He hoped the explanation he had given
would satisfy the House that he was not open
to that charge, but that he had endeavoured
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to do his whole duty in the very anxious and
trying position in which he had been placed.
(Hear, hear).

Mr. Bedford charged the failure of the
Commercial Bank, as well as the Bank of
Upper Canada, upon the Government plan of
issuing provincial notes.

Sir John A. Macdonald said his honourable
friend, the member for Sherbrooke, had very
accurately stated the circumstances, so far as
the Government was concerned, connected
with the failure of the Commercial Bank. He
had no hesitation in saying his honourable
friend had laboured assiduously and earnestly
in order to avert that disaster. The position
his honourable friend and himself (Sir John)
had occupied, was one of great delicacy. They
were, as Ministers of the Crown, bound to
guard the public interests; while, personally,
they were pecuniarily interested in the bank.
When negotiations were first opened for the
relief of the bank, the elections were still
going on, and the Government had no assur-
ance that they had the confidence of the
people. Until such assurance that they had
the confidence of the people was given it
would have been peculiarly improper for
Government to have taken any action in
support of a monetary institution that might
involve a charge upon the public revenue.
They also regarded it as a primary duty of
the Banks themselves to come to the assist-
ance of any one of them that might be
threatened, provided it could show such a
state of affairs as would warrant them in
making common cause together. That was the
effect of a communication made to Mr.
Cartwright when he came to Ottawa to seek
the assistance of the Government. With refer-
ence to the telegram sent to his honourable
friend giving the result of the deliberations of
the Council, he (Sir John) had signed it as
first Minister. It would not be proper to state
what were the individual opinions of mem-
bers of the Council upon any matter on
which joint action was taken, nor was it of
consequence to know what were individual
opinions upon this subject. His honourable
friend had felt disappointed at this decision
of the Council, because he thought it did not
show he was sustained by his colleagues, but
it was arrived at by Government in conse-
quence of the feeling that other banks having
failed to come to the rescue of the Com-

[Mr. GaIt (Sherbrooke)]

mercial, it would have been exceedingly haz-
ardous and unsafe for Government to have
taken that step. It was with this view of
ascertaining the reasons why the other banks
had failed to come to its relief that the
telegram was sent to his honourable friend,
and not with the desire to throw on him any
imputation or responsibility which they had
not already shared with his honourable
friend. There was another matter to which
his honourable friend had referred, the mes-
sage sent to agents, signed by himself (Sir
John). On reflection, he thought it would
have been better and more regular if it had
first been sent to his honourable friend and
been signed by him. There was no particular
object in the failure to do this, and the
telegram was sent off on the moment for the
sole purpose of correcting a wide-spread idea
that the Bank of Montreal and the Govern-
ment had refused to receive the notes of the
chartered Bank, and of preventing a panic
which might have assumed gigantic propor-
tions. He (Sir John) expressed the regret
which he and his colleagues had felt at his
honourable friend leaving them, and bore
testimony to the efforts he had made to avert
the calamity which had befallen the Com-
mercial Bank.

Hon. Mr. Dorion thought it was very prop-
er that when a change took place in the
administration they should give the fullest
explanation to the public, that the House
might be able to judge of the cause of that
resignation. The cause of difference in this
case was, that the Government were not
willing to go so far in rendering assistance to
the Commercial Bank as the Minister of
Finance recommended them. It was therefore
evident that the honourable member for
Sherbrooke would be exonerated from the
charge brought against him of not having
done everything in his power to prevent that
failure--after having tendered his resignation
he withdrew it, thereby accepting his share of
responsibility. He thought patriotic motives
took the responsibility of an act which was
not his own, and which he did not approve of
to prevent a great damage being -done to the
country. It was not until the 21st November
that he again tendered his resignation for
private reasons, when there seemed to be no
cause for it whatever. The public would
judge that the cause of his resignation was
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that his colleagues had not shown him that
confidence to which he was entitled. He was
willing to award him the highest praise for
his patriotism, but he did not think the public
would be satisfied to be deprived of his
services when there appeared to be no public
grounds for his withdrawal from the Gov-
ernment.

Mr. Mackenzie said when the honourable
member for Sherbrooke announced his rea-
sons on a previous occasion for resigning, he
assigned private reasons, but he gave us to
understand that it was purely on account of
the public feeling in regard to the failure of
the Commercial Bank. When they understood
that honourable gentleman was to make fur-
ther explanations, he expected something fur-
ther than mere justification of his personal
position, and an exposure of the position of
the Government at the time of this crisis.
Something more should have been given to
serve as an excuse for taking up the time of
the House.

Hon. Mr. Galt felt an apology was due to
the House for occupying its time, but as an
old member of the House, and occupying the
position of Finance Minister for some years,
he was entitled to a hearing, for the purpose
of preventing what he believed to be injuri-
ous views being held by the country in re-
gard to himself. He would not go beyond the
statement he had made, because he believed
it was complete in all its parts, and covered
all the history of the past. He felt it was
necessary for his own usefulness as a public
man to put himself right before the public.

Hon. Mr. Howe, though not personally con-
cerned in a matter purely Canadian, yet had
listened with a great deal of pleasure to the
statements of Mr. Galt. It was but an act of
justice to that gentleman that he should have
this opportunity of coming forward and ex-
plaining before the country his position with
reference to the failure of the Commercial
Bank. He gave the Government every credit
for an anxious desire to prevent the crisis. He
was glad aid was not extended by the Gov-
ernment to the Commercial Bank. He jus-
tified Mr. King in the course he had taken.
No Bank any more than a private individual
had a claim upon another Bank to sustain it
when it had mismanaged its business, and
certainly no Bank should have any claims
upon the Government. If the Government
had assumed the responsibility of sustaining
the Commercial Bank at the risk of having to
sustain all the other Banks in the country

they would have been more abused than Mr.
King had been, and justly so. If the Bank
would mismanage its affairs, and prepared
the way for panic, it should take the
responsibility. The Government should have
nothing to do with any bank further than
having a bank agent and cashier, and should
be able at any moment to pay the bank off
and set it at defiance. No encouragement
should be given to the idea that the Gov-
ernment has power to save or sustain any
bank. The Government should be in a posi-
tion to say at any moment to Mr. King, or
any other bank manager, if you attempt to
do anything which will bring shame or dis-
credit upon the Government, or weaken the
country, we are prepared to change our
account.

At six o'clock the subject was dropped.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY ROUTE

After the recess, a petition of the Quebec
Board of Trade was presented, praying that
the North shore route be chosen for the
Intercolonial Railway; also, another petition
from the same Board, praying for certain
amendments in the regulation of the Postal
Service Bill.

OTTAWA AND ST. LAWRENCE RAILWAY

The Committee on Railways, etc. presented
a report recommending the passage of the
Bill to incorporate the Ottawa and St. Law-
rence Railway Company, as amended by
them.

EXCISE DUTIES

The House then went into Committee of
Ways and Means-Mr. Crawford in the
Chair.

Hon. Mr. Rose, in the absence of the
Minister of Inland Revenue, submitted a
resolution in relation to the Excise Duties.
The first resolution repealed all existing laws
now in force throughout the Dominion. The
second proposed to impose on spirits manu-
factured in Canada a duty of excise of 60¢
per wine gallon. This is simply extending the
old law of the late Province of Canada to all
the Provinces. The third resolution imposed
on malt manufactured in Canada a duty of
one cent per pound. The present rate is three
cents per gallon of beer, so that there is
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very little difference in the result, as it
took about 34 pounds of malt to make a
gallon of beer. The effect of the change is
simply the collection of duty, prevent tempta-
tion to fraud, and make the duty more equal
on different qualities of beer. Under the ex-
isting law, maltsters paid the same duty;
under the proposed change, the duty will be
paid according to the amount of malt used. A
considerable quantity of fermented beverages
was manufactured from molasses and other
articles other than malt; for these beverages
the fourth resolution proposes the same duty
as upon beer made from malt, namely 31
cents per gallon. The 5th resolution referred
to the existing duty upon tobacco and cigars.
The principal change proposed was to limit
the range of the various grades of tobacco.
Under the present law, there were four dif-
ferent grades from different qualities of tobac-
co, upon which different duties were imposed.
Upon common twist, 2¢; common cut, 5¢;
cavendish, 10¢; and fine cut, 15¢. It had been
found difficult to draw the line between these
different grades and resolutions proposed to
substitute for these four grades, only two
with the duty of 5¢ and 10¢ per lb. respec-
tively. The effect of the change would simpli-
fy collection, while the amount collected
would be about the same. The House would
perceive that it was proposed to impose a
duty of $1 on every thousand cigars of value
not over $10. The present rate was $1 per
1,000 of value under $4. It had been found
impossible to manufacture a thousand cigars
of value under $4. The very labour employed
in the manufacture far exceeded that
amount; consequently there was a temptation
for manufacturers to return tobacco at a
lower price than it was really worth, in order
to bring it under $1. In reference to the 6th
resolution, it had been found necessary to
have some market to which they could al-
ways refer as a standard for the value of
goods manufactured in bond. They had there-
fore taken the market of Great Britain as a
standard. The eighth resolution settled the
amount of license fee to be paid by brewers,
etc. At present, one license was issued for a
distillery; another for rectifying; another for
a brewery; and a fourth for the malting.
Now, it was proposed to issue the license for
distillery and rectifying, amounting to $250;
another for malting, $200; and, third, $50 for
brewing, manufacturing tobacco, and manu-
facturing in bond.

Mr. Young wished to know if, in small
distilleries where malting and distilling were

[Mr. Rose (Huntingdon)]

carried on together, they would have to pay
for both licences amounting to $450.

Hon. Mr. Rose Yes, they would have to pay
for both licenses.

Hon. Mr. Holton presumed the object of the
resolution was to extend existing laws of the
old Province of Canada to all parts of the
Dominion, making very slight changes in the
rates. He supposed there could be no doubt of
the propriety of that; but he would recom-
mend that debate on the resolutions be post-
poned until they come up for concurrence
to-morrow. In the meantime, they would have
an opportunity of examining them. It was
manifestly convenient that they should go.
through committee as rapidly as possible, so
that instructions might go out to-night.

Hon. Mr. Rose, in answer to the question,
said those who manufactured tobacco or
brewed beer for their own use, had no duty
to pay.

Mr. Anglin said the returns of trade and
navigation in New Brunswick for 1866
showed the amount of manufactured tobacco
entered for consumption to be 728,785
pounds, on which a duty was paid of 4 cents
per pound and 3 per cent ad valorem; and
124,298 pounds of manufactured tobacco, on
which there was no duty but 3 per cent ad
valorem. Under the increased rate now
proposed, New Brunswick, on the article of
tobacco alone, will during the ensuing year
pay $47,897 more than they paid in former
years. Now, they had never paid any duty on
ale and porter. The returns of New Bruns-
wick did not give the amount of the articles
consumed in that Province; but taking the
quantity consumed in Canada, and comparing
it with the population of the two Provinces, it
would be found that they would have to pay
in ale and porter $60,449, which they never
had to pay before. He supposed there was no
use protesting against this thing. They had
expected nothing better from Confederation.
He had warned the people of New Brunswick
of this.

The lst, 2nd, 3rd and 4th resolutions were
then passed.

On the 5th resolution,
Mr. Harrison regretted the restrictions upon

the manufacture of common Canadian twist
tobacco. Under the existing law, manufac-
turers frequently imported leaf and manufac-
tured it in Canada. Now the 5¢ duty was
confined to the growth of Canada.
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Mr. D. A. McDonald thought the duty on
tobacco was not fair. The same duty was to
be paid on all qualities. The 27¢ and 28¢
tobacco, which was commonly used, had to
pay the same duty as the 60¢ or 80¢ tobacco,
namely 10¢ a pound. There should be a
distinction as to quality.

Hon. Mr. Rose said it had been found
expedient in England to reduce the number
of grades. It diminished the temptation to
fraud and simplified collection.

Mr. Young said the effect of the 8th resolu-
tion would be to do away with small brewer-
les altogether, and place a monopoly of the
trade in the hands of large establishments.

Mr. D. A. McDonald said the smaller distil-
leries had to pay the same licence as the large
ones.

Hon. Mr. Rose said it cost as much to
supervise a small distillery as a large one.
The license was a very small proportion of
the amount paid to the revenue. The excise
duty paid by the different distilleries propor-
tioned the burden existing.

Sir J. A. Macdonald admitted it would
tend to some degree to break up small distil-
leries; but he believed it would be better for
the country at large.

Mr. Young thought it would be injurious to
place the whole trade in the hands of a few,
as they might combine as to the price.

The resolutions were then passed.

THE TARIFF

Hon. Mr. Tilley moved the resolutions re-
specting the Tariff. He remarked that the
Finance Minister had set down $9,121,900, as
the amount he expected to receive from
Customs. In making this estimate, a good deal
of difficulty was experienced, owing to the
different circumstances under which they
were placed. Intercolonial trade was now free
of duty. The duty in the lower Provinces has
hitherto been less than in Canada, and a
considerable quantity of goods has been im-
ported into those Provinces, which will be
forwarded to the West as soon as this law
comes into effect, which abolishes the duty
between the several Provinces. But they had
these data:-In 1866, under the tariff of Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick; and in 1867,
under the tariff of Canada, the united amount
received from customs was $9,286,635-about
$160,000 more than the Finance Minister es-

timated would be received next year from
the whole Dominion. In addition to these
data, they had returns for four months since
lst July last, showing the amount received
from customs to be $3,581,080. Therefore,
they m-ight fairly .conclude that the estimate
of the Minister of Finance was reliable. The
Government felt the necessity of having as
far as possible a fixed and settled policy with
reference to the tariff of the country, that
unless some extraordinary expenditure had to
be met, the tariff now to be enacted should be
one that would stand for five years, so that
importers might invest with security. This
added to the difficulty Government ex-
perienced, and as they could not decide with
any certainty what tariff would be required,
they had thought it better not to come to a
definite conclusion with reference to what
might be considered a permanent tariff, but
merely to assimilate the tariffs as far as
possible throughout the Dominion. He pro-
ceeded to advert to the proposed changes in
the tariff which, he said, were very limited in
number, as far as Canada was concerned, but
very extensive as regarded Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick-particularly Nova Scotia-
the New Brunswick tariff having been to
a great extent assimilated to that of Canada
last Spring. He would mention the changes
as compared with the tariff in the late
Province of Canada, on spirits, including
brandy, gin, rum, whisky, etc., the duty
would be 80¢ per gallon instead of 70¢. In
Nova Scotia, the duty on whisky and gin was
now 90¢: on rum 75¢; and on brandy and
other spirits, $1.20 per gallon. In New
Brunswick the duty was 80¢ on brandy, 70¢
on rum, and 60¢ on gin and whisky. The
duty on all spirits would now be 80¢. A large
increase of revenue was not expected from
this source, as the spirits consumed in the
Dominion would be largely Canadian manu-
facture. Brandy, however, and other imported
spirits would no doubt yield additional reve-
nue. As regards tobacco, that which will pay
10¢ excise will pay, as at present, 15¢ spe-
cific, with an addition to former tariff of 5
per cent ad valorem. The class of tobacco
paying 5¢ excise being that manulactured
from tobacco grown in Canada, does not of
course come within the class of articles
charged with customs duties. Domestic wines
now paying 15 per cent ad valorem will be
charged specific duty with other wines.
Ginger, orange, lemon, currant wines, etc.
containing not over 25 degrees proof, will pay
10¢ per gallon; and from 20 to 42 degrees
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proof, will pay 25¢. Some of these wines
contain large quantities of alcohol, and al-
though the change does not affect the revenue
materially, it would prevent the imposition
on revenue which might take place on the 15
per cent ad valorem basis. On malt, he
proposed to put 40¢ a bushel. The next
change he would mention affected the article
of tinctures. This had been brought under the
notice of Government as one of the articles,
too, which was largely manufactured in this
country, and it has been determined to put a
specific duty on it of 30¢ per gallon. Then it
was proposed to reduce the duty on tea and
molasses. The Canadian tariff with respect to
tea was found not to act fairly as regarded
the Lower Provinces. Tea in Canada paid at
present 15 per cent ad valorem and 7¢ per
pound. He proposed that green tea should
remain at that rate, but that black tea should
pay 15 per cent ad valorem and 3¢ per
pound, the specific rate being reduced one
half. The increased duty received from Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick would make up
the loss in Canada on this article. The present
rate on molasses which in Canada was in the
interest of the refiners would press hardly on
the Lower Provinces. At present, it wq 73¢
per hundred weight. He proposed it should
be 73¢ if used for refining purposes, and 55¢
if not so used, which was equal to 5¢ a gallon.
These were the principal changes proposed at
present. The sugar question had been con-
sidered, but the Government had not sufficient
evidence to justify them in coming before the
House at the present time to ask a change. They
proposed to take till next part of the session
more thoroughly to investigate the matter, and
if a change was found desirable to introduce
a system which, while it would not injure
refiners, would give ample encouragement to
importers and would do something to sustain
an interest very important to the Maritime
Provinces and to the whole Dominion, name-
ly, the West Indies trade. The free list would
be the same as that in the late Province of
Canada, except some changes in the descrip-
tion of articles. It included an immense num-
ber of articles which in Nova Scotia had
hitherto paid duty. Some change was made in
the description of machinery for manufactur-
ing purposes. The duty on four and meal
which was formerly 50¢ per barrel in the
Canadian tariff would be 25¢-the same as in
Nova Scotia. In New Brunswick hitherto it
had been free. Corn remains as it is, 10¢,
because he found it entered largely into the
manufacture of spirits. In the old Canadian
tarifr, ship-building materials were free when

[Mr. TiUey (Saint John)]

imported by ship-builders for ship-building
purposes. This would have been unfair to the
Lower Provinces, where these articles were
imported by other than ship-builders, and
that qualification was therefore struck out,
except with reference to cables, cordage, sail-
cloth, canvas from No. 1 to No. 6, varnish,
black and bright, which were free only when
used for ships or vessels. He believed, as
regarded Nova Scotia, that taking the $60,000
or $70,000 which had been paid on the 5 per
cent, and adding the 10 per cent transferred
to the free list, and articles that paid 20 per
cent reduced to 15-all this would go far in
the reduction of the increased customs arising
from the increase of the 10 per cent to the 15
per cent. The Government hoped before the
session closed next May, the tariff would be
put in a permanent shape, such as might be
expected to last for four or five years, with
such slight alterations as might from time to
time be found necessary, for he scarcely
expected a reduction, looking at what would
be increased expenditure for the Intercolonial
Railroad. It might be found, too, that manu-
factures would increase so rapidly by the
extension of the number of customers that
certain articles of importation might dimin-
ish, and it might be necessary to take this
into consideration.

In reply to Mr. Benson,
Hon. Mr. Tilley said the export duty on

lumber applied only to Ontario and Quebec,
as in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick the
power of levying export duties was confined
to the Local Legislature. The duty at present
was on every 1,000 feet of pine, $1; ditto,
spruce, 50¢. It was now proposed to make
it-saw-logs, pine, $1; saw-logs of all other
kinds, 50¢; shingle bolts and stave bolts, per
cord, $1.20.

Mr. Benson thought the export duty
should be made $4 per thousand, as it was
the American purchasers who paid the duty.

Hon. Mr. Cartier then repeated Mr. Tilley's
explanation in French.

Hon. Mr. Tilley moved the 1st resolution,
declaring the expediency of having one uni-
form tariff for the whole Dominion. Carried.

Hon. Mr. Tilley then moved the second
resolution relating to Customs duties.

Hon. Mr. Holton observed that on brandy
and spirits it was proposed to raise the duty
from 70 to 80 cents, while the excise remains
as it was. He had heard his honourable friend
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a little while ago speak of the free trade
policy of the Government. He should like to
know whether this was the part of the free
trade policy which the member for Sher-
brooke, in proposing his Bill last session, said
was to lead to entire free trade throughout?
The whole tarifT of the present Minister of
Customs seemed to be adopting a reactionary
policy; he would like to know whether their
free trade views were to be abandoned.

Hon. Mr. Tilley did not know that he had
said anything about free trade. If the policy
of last session was a free trade policy, then
this was also.

Hon. Mr. Holion said this was a proposi-
tion to increase the discrimination between
customs and excise. We had been led to
believe Government intended to assimilate
the commercial policy of the Dominion to
that of the Empire, and now the first proposi-
tion was founded on a reversion of the old
exploded protectionist policy.

Hon. Mr. Rose contended that it was
impossible under the existing rate for distill-
ers in Canada to compete with distillers in
the States in consequence of their being able
to manufacture whisky from damaged wheat.

Hon. Mr. Gali could not concur in the
view of the Minister of Customs, nor was he
convinced by the argument of the Finance
Minister. The duty on corn was equal to 2à
cents per gallon, and he believed returns
would show that the larger part of the
whisky was produced by Canadian distillers.
More than that, the returns of imports of
whisky would not bear out the statement
made by the Finance Minister. He (Mr. Galt)
was reluctantly brought to the conclusion
that the Government had decided to increase
the protection to Canadian distilleries, and he
thought it was a move in the wrong direction.
One reason why customs and excise duties
were placed on a par was to encourage our
foreign trade, especially with France from
which country we had received every facility
to prosecute that trade.

Mr. Read could not agree with the mem-
ber for Sherbrooke, practical experience
teaching him that this small protection now
proposed was essential to enable a Canadian
distillery to continue operations with any
profit.

Mr. Kirkpatrick took the same view.
Without this slight protection, local distiller-
ies could not be kept working, and one of the
great markets for farmers would thus be cut
off, leaving them to the mercy of speculators.

Mr. Anglin could not pretend to enter
into a consideration of the subject without
some time for examination, and he hoped the
matter might be left over till to-morrow. The
duties could be enforced in the meantime,
and if any portion of the tariff was not
adopted they could be refunded. A great deal
of additional taxation was proposed which
would prove very burdensome to the people
of the Maritime Provinces. He felt bound to
resist by every reasonable effort, every en-
deavour to increase taxation on the people.
He argued that the duty on flour would press
very heavily on the people of the Maritime
Provinces.

Hon. Mr. Rose agreed with Mr. Anglin,
that the House was not prepared to discuss
the resolutions, and he thought that the
Government should at once be empowered
for the protection of the revenue to put it in
force, leaving to the House an opportunity of
discussing the several items at a future stage,
and in case of change, parties could have the
benefit of the refund.

Hon. Mr. Tilley felt the full force of the
remarks just made, especially with respect to
the Maritime Provinces, and if the House
would pass the resolutions to-night, so that
the tariff might at once be put in force
throughout the whole Dominion, the Gov-
ernment would be prepared to allow the
fullest freedom of discussion on the motion
for concurrence.

Hon. Mr. Smith protested against the
burdens about to be imposed upon the
Province of New Brunswick. He instanced the
increased duty on spirits, the tax on flour, on
bank note circulation, postage on newspapers,
etc., additional imposts, and desired to see
the votes of members recorded on every item.

Hon. Mr. Rose said this could not be
done in Committee-it could only be done
when the Speaker was in the Chair.

Hon. Mr. Tilley said, as Parliamentary
practice had been entirely different in New
Brunswick, he could well understand the po-
sition of his friend (Hon. Mr. Smith). Here,
however, the practice was entirely different.
If the House would accept the resolutions
to-night, then they would be put in force
to-morrow by means of the telegraph, and
honourable members would have an oppor-
tunity of dividing the House upon each item
on the motion for concurrence.

Mr. McLellan argued that the tax on flour
was a discriminating impost in favour of
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Quebec and Ontario, and complained that the
staple export of Nova Scotia, coal, was to be
admitted duty free. He demanded that recip-
rocity should be established with respect to
these two.

Mr. McDonald (Lunenburg) said that an
opportunity should be given to every member
from Nova Scotia to enter his protest against
the additional burdens which were to be
imposed upon them to an extent that no
political advantages of Union could ever com-
pensate. Already they had found a tax
proposed on every poor man who took a
newspaper for the information of this family;
a stamp tax, an impost unknown to the
Maritime Provinces up to this hour, and one
which had cost England half this continent.
(Hear, hear.) Mr. McDonald referred to other
items, and hoped that full time would be
given for discussion.

Hon. Mr. Tilley was most anxious for dis-
cussion, to afford him an opportunity of
removing the erroneous impression which
seemed to prevail with his friends opposite,
as to the effect of the tariff on the Maritime
Provinces, but that discussion should take
place on the motion for concurrence. He
considered if it were necessary to increase
the revenue, such increase should be effected
rather by an imposition upon luxuries than
upon articles of necessary consumption by
the poor, such as flour or tea. The working
of Confederation had not-he said it more in
sorrow than in anger-been hitherto such
as to strengthen the hands of the friends of
Union. (Opposition cheers.)

Hon. Mr. Fisher regretted that the Gov-
ernment proposed to increase the duty on
sugar, molasses, pork and tea in the Lower
Provinces. These articles entered largely into
the consumption of the people of those
Provinces, and increased duties on them
would be felt as extremely burdensome. He
regretted for the sake of the Union that this
measure was proposed, for it would tend to
make the Union unpopular and the people
discontented.

Mr. Jones (Halifax) asked if the large in-
crease of so many necessary articles of con-
sumption was calculated to increase the affec-
tion of the people of Nova Scotia for Union,
or whether they were likely to approve the
policy of Canadian statesmen, who imposed
burdens upon the sister Provinces to provide
for their own necessities. The effect of the
measures of revenue, introduced two years
ago, had been to concentrate the profits of the
entire sugar trade of the country into the

[Mr. McLellan (Colchester)]

coffers of the two sugar refineries of Mon-
treal with the consequent loss of a large
amount of revenue. This was a consideration
which had already been amply impressed
upon the Government, and yet he found them
proposing to perpetuate the inequitable sys-
tem through the whole Dominion. This late
hour, when the representatives of the Mari-
time Provinces, being compelled to leave on
the following day, had been chosen by the
Government to bring down such objectiona-
ble propositions in the hopes that they would
escape the discussion, which had been vainly
challenged earlier in the session. Without
some renewal of the Reciprocity Treaty, the
people of Nova Scotia, oppressed by these
new burdens, would be unable to exist, and
to any enactment which in addition to the $2
per barrel imposed upon their carriage of fish
to America, would add the charge of another
$2 upon each barrel of pork they brought
back from the Brazils, he declared that they
would not submit. Under these considerations
he ought not perhaps to regret the proposi-
tions of the Government, but he could not
avoid remarking upon the course they had
taken to avoid a full and fair discussion.

Hon. Mr. Rose pointed out that it was fair
and necessary that increased revenue should
be desired from the Maritime Provinces, be-
cause thus far the sum they had drawn from
the Dominion largely exceeded the sum con-
tributed by them. Of the whole estimated
expenditures of sixteen millions this year,
there would be expended in Ontario and
Quebec, $9,113,000; in Nova Scotia, $2,257,000;
in New Brunswick, $1,150,000, with $3,312,000
general expenditure, not specially applicable
to any of the Provinces. If a per capita rate of
expenditure was taken, it would be found
that the expenditure in Ontario and Quebec
this year would be $4.70 per head; in Nova
Scotia, $7.87, and in New Brunswick, $7.18.
(Hear, hear). He thought these facts should
have weight with honourable gentlemen from
the Maritime Provinces; and, while regretting
the necessity of having to allude for one
moment to a question of sectional character,
he asked the honourable gentlemen from the
Maritime Provinces to take them into consid-
eration in that fair, straightforward way
which, as British subjects, he knew he could
ask at their hands. (Hear, hear).

Hon. Mr. Howe said that Nova Scotia only
got extra the sum necessary to make up its
debt of eight millions, while the debt of
Canada was not only up to the sixty-two
millions provided for under the Union Act,
but eighteen millions besides.
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Hon. Mr. Rose, in reply, said that even by
excluding the expenditure on public works,
which in Nova Scotia went towards making
up its debt, the outlay this year in Nova
Scotia would be $5.22 per head, and in New
Brunswick, $5.11; while in Ontario and
Quebec it would be only $4.50 per head.
(Hear, hear).

Mr. Jones (Halifax) again spoke at some
length. He complained that the Government
had purposely kept back the tariff till the last
moment, as well as the Intercolonial Railway
measure, in order that the representatives of
Nova Scotia, who they knew had to leave for
their homes to-morrow, might have no oppor-
tunity of raising their voices in protest
against the great wrong which it was
proposed to inflict upon the people of that
Province. He contended that the effect of
their tariff would be to draw from the people
of Nova Scotia $600,000 more than was ob-
tained from the existing tariff. He repeated
he was gratified the Government had made
these propositions, because it would be found
the people of Nova Scotia would not stand
the additional burdens they would impose.
They would rise against the Government, and
by every constitutional means endeavour to
shake off the yoke which now bound them
helplessly to Canada.

Dr. Tupper said the members from Nova
Scotia who talked of returning home to-mor-
row should, instead of consulting their own
convenience, stay until the close of the ses-
sion, and battle with him for the interests of
Nova Scotia. He should always endeavour to
promote the interests of the Dominion, but he
felt himself more particularly bound to urge
the claims of his own Province, and he shouid
always do it upon equitable principles. He did
not believe that the interest of Nova Scotia
would be promoted by any honourable mem-
ber making such a statement to the House as
had been made by the honourable member
for Halifax in the face of public documents
which lay on the table, which would show the
past and present position of Nova Scotia in
relation to the tariff proposed. He then criti-
cized the remarks made by the honourable
member for Halifax, showing that many arti-
cles upon which a duty of ten per cent had
been paid in Nova Scotia were now admitted
free. And that the Canadian tariff upon tea,
sugar and molasses, etc., had been largely
reduced. He wished the Government to con-
sider the propriety of placing a duty upon
poultry, upon the same principle as they
imposed a duty on flour. In reference to the

remark of the member for Halifax that
$600,000 would be taken out of the pockets of
the people of Nova Scotia, he thought that his
honourable friend would not be willing to
receive every dollar of the revenue collected
in Nova Scotia under this tariff as independ-
ent of the Union, and be chargeable for the
money to be paid out of the Treasury of the
Dominion on account of Nova Scotia.

Mr. A. W. McLellan would have been glad if
it had been possible for him to remain longer
at the Capital, were it only for the pleasure of
seeing the honourable member for Cumber-
land in the novel and unaccustomed part he
had promised them of doing battle for his
country. He examined the statement of ac-
count presented on Saturday to prove that a
profit had accrued to the Dominion from
Nova Scotia connection, during the past five
months, of nearly one thousand dollars per
day.

Hon. Joseph Howe would suggest that the
resolutions should be passed through Com-
mittee to-night, as no object could be gained
from the protracted discussion at that late
hour (one o'clock) or form a division in
Committee, in which none of them could
record their names. The House might be
divided on the motion for concurrence, but
the late sittings to which they were becoming
accustomed, involved a tax that had not yet
been touched upon-a tax upon their brains.
He knew that, now that the ice had set, he
could be in case of the worst, easily preserved
until Spring, but he preferred on the whole
to reach home alive. (Laughter.)

Sir John A. Macdonald said the Govern-
ment would see to it that the question of
concurrence would be brought up early to-
morrow, so that Nova Scotia members could
discuss them before leaving for their homes.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY

Sir John A. Macdonald moved that the
Intercolonial Railway Bill be now read a
second time. Opportunity for discussion
would be given when it went before the
Committee of the Whole.

Mr. Holton strongly objected to the second
reading coming up to-night. If that must be
done, he was willing to stay a couple of hours
longer, but he could not consent to allow the
Bill to pass another stage without discussion.

Sir J. A. Macdonald would not pass it.
The House then adjourned at 1.15 a.m.
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The Speaker took the Chair at three o'clock.

OTTAWA RIVER

The petition of Mr. Currier and others
praying that certain obstructions to the navi-
gation of the River Ottawa might be
removed, and for improvement to the
Grenville and Carillon Canal was read and
received.

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

Mr. Morris introduced a Bill to provide for
the carrying into effect of capital punish-
ments within prisons. He remarked that it
was not a question of whether it was desir-
able that executions should take place under
official sanction, surrounded with all the safe-
guards that were necessary to satisfy the
public mind that the executions had really
taken place, but whether they should take
place under the public gaze. The question had
engaged a great deal of attention in England.
In 1856 a Committee of the House of Lords
reported in favour of this measure. In Ger-
many it was in force with the best advantage.
In Austria, also, the same plan was adopted,
and the evidence taken on this subject was
overwhelming in favour of such a step. He
would simply call attention to the matter, and
hoped during the recess it would receive that
consideration which its importance deserved.

Second reading to take place to-morrow.

SESSIONAL ARRANGEMENT

On motion of Hon. Sir J. A. Macdonald it
was resolved-That when the House adjourns
at its second sitting, this day, it stand ad-
journed until Saturday, at 3 o'clock p.m., and

That during every day next week there
shall be two distinct sittings; the first from 3
p.m. to 6 p.m., and the second from 7:30 p.m.
till the adjournment of the House.

EXCISE

Hon. Mr. Rose moved concurrence in the
Excise resolutions, reported from the Com-
mittee of Ways and Means.
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Hon. Mr. Holfon said it had been impossi-
ble for him to prepare himself for an intelli-
gent discussion of the more important fea-
tures of the resolutions, owing to the short
time they had been in his hands. He was
quite free to admit the propriety of extending
to the whole Dominion the same system of
customs and excise as at present existed in
Ontario and Quebec, but as very little change
was proposed by these resolutions in the old
Canadian tariff, and as the tariff is to under-
go further revision during the second part of
the session, it would have been better merely
to extend the old Canadian tariff to the
Maritime Provinces. Under the circumstances,
seeing they had not the usual opportunity of
discussing this question in its different stages,
he did not propose to raise a discussion upon
several points that under other circumstances
he would have done.

Hon. Mr. GalI regretted that the Govern-
ment had brought down the resolutions dur-
ing this part of the session, and hoped they
would not press their passage. He said this as
their friend and supporter, and with no
desire to embarrass them. He was sorry the
returns relating to trade in all the Provinces
had not been before the House previous to
the consideration of the customs and excise.
He felt sure that such a return would go far
to remove that hostile feeling to these resolu-
tions expressed by gentlemen from Nova
Scotia. In the case of Nova Scotia, he be-
lieved they would show that increased taxa-
tion would have been imposed upon them by
their own Legislature, if Confederation had
not taken place nearly, if not quite as large,
as that proposed by this measure. For the
year ending Nov. 30, 1866, there was a defi-
ciency, quoting from the year book, between
the revenue and expenditure of Nova Scotia,
amounting to $163,000. The Customs revenue
during that year was larger than formerly,
amounting to $1,211,000; but he would ask
the honourable Minister of Customs if there
had not been a falling off in the importations
into Nova Scotia since that time?

Hon. Mr. Tilley-Yes, a considerable falling
off.

Hon. Mr. GalU-It was quite evident that
while the expenditure in that Province had
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been increasing, the revenue had been de-
creasing. There appeared to be a balance due
on the lst day of July last to the Bank of
Nova Scotia, of about $80,000; to Barings,
$1,300,000; expended on Railway surveys
since the first day of July, about $300,000; on
the Annapolis Railway, $9,000,000. These
figures show that the Legislature of Nova
Scotia would have to provide for $2,580,000,
involving interest to the amount of $154,800,
so that the Province, if Confederation had not
taken place, would have required increased
taxation amounting to $137,000, and this is
entirely irrespective of their proportion of the
expenditure occasioned by the building of the
Intercolonial Railway which would amount to
about $200,000 additional. It should be
remembered that the proposed excise duties
involved no new change as regards Nova
Scotia, except in the article of beer, and
possibly to some limited extent in tobacco,
there being no distilleries in that Province.
Of course they would have to pay duty on
importation of foreign spirits, or if they im-
port spirits from Ontario and Quebec, they
will have to pay duty of six cents a gallon,
which was less than that proposed to be
placed upon foreign spirits. So that whether
the liquor came from France, the United
States or from the distilleries in Canada, the
amount will not be increased whether in
shape of excise or customs duty. He thought
that there were certain advantages to Nova
Scotia connected with Union which had not
fully been taken into account, and which
might fairly be placed against what were
declared to be disadvantages. It was unfortu-
nate that during this part of the session they
had to consider only burdens imposed, with-
out having it in their power to consider the
advantages of Union. Take intercolonial
trade, for instance. It was certain that there
were only a very limited number of manufac-
tories in Nova Scotia. Manufactured goods
could be imported into Nova Scotia from the
other Provinces free of duty, and there would
undoubtedly spring up a large intercolonial
trade in this class of goods. In reference to
another point, he would like to ask his
honourable friend at the head of the Gov-
ernment if he was at liberty to answer
whether Government intended imposing any
charges upon vessels and lighthouses?

Sir John A. Macdonald said he was not
able at present to give his honourable friend
an answer on this point.

Hon. Mr. Gali regretted it, but in Canada
no charges were imposed upon shipping, and

[Mr. Gait (Sherbrooke)]

they might fairly infer that the same policy
would be continued throughout the Dominion.
Then, he had no doubt Government would
establish a line of steamers to ply between
the West Indies and Halifax, thus making that
city the entrepot of the West Indies trade. He
believed, also, that Government intended to
improve the coast harbours and lighthouses
of that Province. Then, again, he gathered
from the estimate of the Minister of Finance
that it was the intention of Government to pay
bounties to fishermen. It was only pressure of
other work that had prevented Government
from settling this part of the session all these
questions in a satisfactory manner to the
Maritime Provinces. With reference to New
Brunswick, there were a number of articles
upon which a higher rate of duty has been
paid than that now proposed, and there were
a number of articles both in Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick bearing considerable rates of
duty, now proposed to be free. That Province
had incurred considerable expenditure in
connection with railways which were not yet
completed, and would now become a burden
upon that people, if they had to deal with the
subject alone. This was independent of the
Intercolonial Railway, which would give far
greater advantages to that Province than any
of the others. In regard to Ontario and
Quebec, no new taxation was required there,
he would like to ask the Mrnister or Finance
what amount he estimated to receive from ex-
cise and what from customs. He had stated in
his estimates the amount from both sources
$12,000,000.

Hon. Mr. Rose-From excise $3,000,000, and
$9,000,000 from customs.

Hon. Mr. Galt-Did you base your estimate
upon the existing law, or upon this proposed
Act?

Hon. Mr. Rose replied that he had based it
upon the existing law.

Hon. Mr. Galt-The customs for 1867 in
Canada, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick,
were estimated to amount to $9,242,000, but
unless the importations to Canada greatly fell
off under the proposed tarifT, there would be
increased revenue which his honourable
friend had not taken into account. The reve-
nue from excise was estimated at $3,000,000,
which will be derived mainly from Ontario
and Quebec-there being no distilleries in the
other Provinces. He had reason to believe
that the amount from this source would be
considerably more during the current year
than last year, and the amount received since
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the first of July favoured that opinion. This
would necessarily come wholly from Ontario
and Quebec. Then, if they would look to the
expenditure of Canada, prior to Confedera-
tion, they would find several items that
would not occur another year:-The Paris
exhibition, $50,000; Ottawa buildings, $200,-
000; secret service, $40,000; customs duties re-
refunded, $270,000; and a few other items,
amounting altogether to $611,000. Add to this a
most certain increase in the excise duties of
$600,000. Therefore, as regards Canada alone,
the Finance Minister would not have found it
necessary to recommend a measure of in-
creased taxation, and if the Lower Provinces
had to pay additional taxes, it was in conse-
quence of their own financial position, in-
dependently of the financial condition of
Canada. These facts should be explained and
laid before the people of the Lower Provinces
before this tariff Bill was brought down. He
had very strong political objections to the
imposition of additional taxes at this moment.
He did not desire it for the purpose of
embarrassing the Government, but as a
friend and well wisher of the Union; he
desired that no obstruction should be put in
the way of the best possible working of the
Union. Look at the feeling in Nova Scotia.
The people of that Province felt that
Confederation had been imiposed upon them
against their will, and it was fraught with
serious disadvantages to them. That being the
case, he thought it would be admitted that
the policy of this Parliament should be to
avoid every possible cause of irritation to
that Province, and to adopt every mode of
conciliating them and inducing them to be-
lieve that we had wished them into partner-
shtp with ourselves, not for the purpose of
putting them in a worse position but a better,
and to help to improve their condition in
common with our own. We should do all in
our power to show that we wish to deal with
them fairly, and to treat them as well as (if
not better than) ourselves. What was the
position we were going to be placed in by
passing this measure? They knew the feeling
that existed in Nova Scotia. They had heard
it expressed in this House. It had been
charged against the Government that they
were acting in the interest of the Western
Provinces and to the detriment of those in
the East. They had been charged with impos-
ing additional taxation, and that that taxation
was for the benefit of the West, and not for
their benefit. What would be the effect of this
measure at this moment, when gentlemen
fron Nova Scotia were going to leave to-mor-

row? They would carry away with them a
record that would weaken the friends of
Union in that Province, and encourage its
opponents. It was a serious political mistake,
bringing down at this time this measure of
the equalization of taxation. The caling on
the people of Ontario and Quebec to endure
additional taxation for a few months longer
was nothing compared with conciliating Nova
Scotia. It was a most unwise step, he believed.
The friends of Union-and he spoke as one of
them-were so thoroughly imbued with the
necessity of supporting the present Govern-
ment that they would support them in this
course; but he hoped his argument would
prevail with them, and that they would even
now pause in the course they had laid down.
He believed he spoke the views of friends of
the Union in this House when he said they
would be glad to see the Government take a
conciliatory course rather than persist in the
one which would give their opponents-he
would not call them enemies-cause to believe
we were going to wrong them, give them an
opportunity of going back to their constitu-
ents and saying that their worst predictions
had been verified and would cause the
friends of Union in that Province to hang
their heads with shame. He knew the Gov-
ernment wished to make Confederation as
successful as possible; and, as their supporter
and wenll-wisher, he would entreat them to
consider once more, before the step is irre-
trievable, whether it was not better in the
interest of the whole people, to ask the peo-
ple of Ontario and Quebec to continue to
contribute additional taxes for a few months
-yes, he would say years, even-more
than the people of Nova Scotia, for the pur-
pose of conciliating them and combining
together more closely those Provinces under
one Government. (Cheers).

Sir John A. Macdonald said the only way
to maintain the strength which his honoura-
ble friend had said they possessed, was by
doing justice to all sections of the country.
They would not be worthy of the support
they had received from the people and Par-
liament if, in order to win over any portion
of the Dominion, they did manifest injustice
to other portions. The honourable gentleman
had shown that they were not doing any
injustice to the Lower Provinces, and yet he
wanted to delay the, measure before the
House-which everybody would admit would
be great injustice to other Provinces. If taxa-
tion be just and fair as between old Canada
and the Maritime Provinces, as he had admit-
ted it to be, why ask the delay, and if they
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were to do so, would the people of the
Maritime Provinces submit to be bribed-for
it amounted to that-by the miserable advan-
tage of the difference in the taxation between
imposing these duties now and a few months
hence, to accept a Union which before they
had professed to detest? It was not by being
generous to one section at the expense of
another that they were to consolidate the
Union, but by being just to all. Any other
course would cause a sense of injustice to be
felt. Every member who addressed his con-
stituents against this Union stated they would
have to submit to increased taxation. If there
was increased taxation it was no more than
they would have had if they had remained
out of the Union. To change this tariff or
postpone it for a few months, would not
induce the representatives from Nova Scotia
to alter their political course, or withdraw
their projected appeal against this Union. If
they were willing to abandon all their opposi-
tion, join heartily in working the constitution,
and give it their support, then it would be
well worthy of the people and Government of
the Dominion to consider it.

Mr. Holion came to Parliament a strong
advocate for Union, and was not disposed to
vote against the Government; but as this
tariff now stood, he could not vote for it, in
justice to his constituents. He had not lost
faith in the Union, but he believed we should
all derive benefit from it, and with a proper
system of economy they need not have much
more tax than formerly. He thought this
tariff would bear very heavily upon the
Maritime Provinces. He did not care how
much duty they placed upon spirits, but he
would go against any more duties being
placed upon the necessaries of life. He had
contended very strongly that there should be
no duty placed upon flour in the Maritime
Provinces, because Canada had more flour
than was needed for home consumption. The
amount of revenue to be derived from this
source would be small. They only realized
$1,411 on this article last year, when the duty
was 50 cents per barrel.

Mr. Gibbs said the principle adopted by the
Hon. Minister of Justice was the only one he
could possibly take. Fiat Justitia ruat codum,
was his maxim, and it would commend itself
to every member of the House. If the ques-
tion is to be brought up constantly, let it be
disposed of at once and dealt with fairly and
justly. In preparing the tariff, they should
consult the interests of the whole Dominion,
for they were now united as one people for

[Sir John A. Macdonald (Kingston)]

weal or woe, and their constitution did not
exist only upon paper as had been announced
on the floor of this House. The representative
from the Eastern Provinces complained of
the duties put upon breadstuffs. It was neces-
sary at our last session to put a duty of 50
cents a barrel on flour, which was to some
extent retaliatory upon the Americans, as it
was not supposed the revenue would be
derived from it. While this duty was placed
upon flour, none had been imposed upon
wheat. This gave Canadian millers the oppor-
tunity of grinding American wheat, and at
the same time supplying consumers without
imposing additional burdens. He had no di-
rect personal interest in this matter, other
than that common to his own constituents
and the people of the Dominion generally.
The only mills which ground American wheat
were those on the direct line of the great
water communications, as the mills on the
Welland and Lachine Canals. The Canadians,
in view of the abrogation of the Reciprocity
Treaty turned their attention to direct pro-
vincial trade, and have nearly controlled it
since. The policy of the Americans is by
imposing a specific duty on wheat of 20 cents,
and an ad valorem duty on flour of 20 per
cent, materially to damage the milling inter-
est of Ontario, and send our fine wheats out
of the country to be ground. Let the trade be
reciprocal, but don't open our markets to
their manufactures, while theirs are closed to
ours. Their policy was restrictive, and we
were asked to adopt that of free trade. Under
existing regulations, he could not see its pro-
priety. We were asked to pursue a policy
which was a premium to refuse the renewal
of a reciprocity treaty. The propriety of this
he could not see. He said the exports of flour
to the Provinces had increased from $193,735
in 1864 to $2,605,548 in 1867, and that
while flour was admitted free from us into
New Brunswick. This would show that the
duty proposed was more nominal than other-
wise. The policy proposed of a duty of 10
cents on corn and 5 cents on cornmeal per
barrel, was a premium offered to grind corn
in the States rather than in the Provinces.
Meet the views of the Provinces by letting it
in free, and increase the duties on whisky
instead. He went on to speak of duties asked
to be placed on coal, but said no duty, except
a prohibitory one, would enable them to
compete with coal brought in ballast from
England. He hoped calm consideration would
be given to the tariff, and trusted when
revised in March it would be permanent.
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Mr. Killam said that a large proportion of
the Nova Scotia people, compelled to pur-
chase provisions from abroad, would now be
called upon to submit to a taxation upon
necessaries which had never been imposed on
them before. He thought that they should at
least have breadstuffs free, unless whieh was
permitted Nova Scotia would not be satisfied,
and would refuse to bear the oppressive bur-
den of such novel imposition. It had been
said that the Imperial Parliament would turn
a cold shoulder to any appeal that they might
make, but he trusted in the fairness of the
English people, and could not believe that
such would be their reception. He was sur-
prised to hear gentlemen from Western
Canada expressing a fear of the competition
of American flour, and for his part believed
that protection was a false and weak policy,
and took his stand on the broad principles of
absolutely unfettered trade.

Mr. Beaty said free trade was very well in
theory, but they could not have it without
coming to the principle of direct taxation.
Free trade has been advocated from various
causes, but it was generally the case when a
fr3e trader became a manufacturer, he was a
protectionist. When they had free trade with
the United States the Maritime Provinces did
not get the benefit of the excellent wheat of
Canada, but it was mixed with the inferior
wheat of the United States before being ex-
ported. Now we will have a direct trade with
the Lower Provinces. There must be no divi-
sion amongst us. Old things have passed
away, and we are now standing upon a new
constitution. There will be a direct trade
between the Provinces. Then New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia, instead of eating inferior
bread, grown from inferior wheat, will get
bread which has some nutriment in it, which
will enable them to do more work than
formerly. The revenue had to be raised to
pay expenses; but we should see in the future
that our expenditure did not exceed our
earnings. He hoped they would never have
class legislation; but they should all work
shoulder to shoulder to make this country
what it will be, one great Dominion, not to be
exceeded in prosperity or wealth.

Mr. Magill took exception to the sugar
duties as being likely to interrupt our trade
with the West Indies and South America,
with which it was now more than ever our
duty to cultivate intercourse and reciprocity
when the United States had, as it were,
thrown a Chinese wall round their territories.
Such protection, however excusable for inter-

ests affording extensive employment of la-
bour, could not be defended where existing
merely for the advantage of two Sugar
Refineries of Montreal. Montreal appeared to
be altogether unduly favoured. A Hamilton
merchant had recently written to him that
gum-an article used largely in the manufac-
ture of tobacco-had been at that port subject-
ed to a duty of fifteen per cent, which made
it impossible for manufacturers there to coin-
pete advantageously with Montreal, where,
upon subsequent enquiry, he had ascertained
that gun was being entered duty free (hear,
hear.) Upon his representation of the facts he
received assurance that in future the same
charges would be made everywhere. He
desired to see the British scale of duties
enacted here. In England the duties on fine
qualities of sugar were higher, and on coarse
qualities lower, than in Canada, where they
had been arranged to serve the interests of
the refining monopolies of Montreal, and to
inflict injury on all Western Canada, and
especially to the city which he represented
(Hamilton), which was subjected to still fur-
ther injustice in being compelled to pay a
double canal toll on all its exports to
America. Adverting to the expressions of
Nova Scotian discontent, he agreed in the
sentiment of a former President of the United
States, that "Union must and shall be preser-
ved"-upon the principle of equal justice to
all. (Applause).

Mr. Coffin protested against the duty on
flour, meal and pork, and thought it would
cause a great deal of dissatisfaction in Nova
Scotia, which could not be overcome.

AFTER RECESS
Mr. Harrison said he thought, as a general

principle, excise duties should be made as
low as possible, so as not to cripple our
domestic industry. The true policy of the
Dominion was to encourage the means of
employing our labour at home, so that we
should be as little as possible dependent for
our necessaries, or even luxuries, on foreign
labour. We should not have reference merely
to one of the great branches of national
industry, agriculture, commerce, and manu-
factures, but should care for all of them as
inseparable one from the other. Commerce
stimulates manufactures, manufacturers stim-
ulate agricultural production, and agricul-
ture sustains both. Free trade was not
a true principle, as applicable to all countries.
England did not adopt free trade till its
manufactures had the command of the world;
and, to say that what was good for England
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in this respect was good for Canada, was to
give the infant the treatment that was fit for
the giant. The correct principle he thought
was, that whenever we could protect our
home manufactures, while raising revenue,
we should do so. He agreed that whatever
tariff policy we had should be uniform for
the whole Dominion, and he hoped in future
it would have the important element of sta-
bility.

Mr. Young did not think this was a fitting
occasion for entering upon the discussion of
abstract principles of political economy. He
thought under the circumstances in which
they now found themselves, they should
facilitate the passing of these customs and
excise measures as rapidly through the House
as possible. There were undoubtedly in the
proposed tariff some objectionable features,
at least from his point of view. The differen-
Lial duties on tea were not fair to the Western
part of the Dominion, because the people of
the Maritime Provinces preferred using black
tea, and that was no reason why they should
pay only 3j cents per pound of a specific
duty; while in the West the people paid 7
cents on green. A good deal had been said
about incidental protection. There were some
articles put on the free list last year, machi-
nery for example, which were as much de-
serving of protect'on as any interests that are
now protected. This was not the time, howev-
er, for a full discussion of the tariff as the
propositions brought down at the present
time by Government were only provisional,
to last for a few months till Parliament again
assembled, when Government promised the
tariff likely to be permanent.

Mr. Oliver said that when the members
from the Maritime Provinces complained that
the tariff, as regarded them, was increased,
they should remember that a great deal of
the expenditure of public money for many
years to come would be in those Provinces.
We were to incur a debt of twenty millions of
dollars for the Intercolonial Railway and
most of that would be expended in New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, causing greatly
increased consumption and filling those
Provinces w'th settlers. The member for
Cumberland (Dr. Tupper) had stated that the
people of Nova Scotia had entered upon pub-
lic undertakings which would have compelled
them, had Confederation not taken place, to
increase their tariff to 15 per cent. Every
statement that honourable member had made
bad been controverted by Nova Scotia mem-
bers, except that, and he presumed therefore
they could not contradict it. If there was any

[Mr. Harrison (Toronto West)]

prospect of a decreased expenditure he would
certainly advocate a reduction of duties, for
he looked on free trade as the correct princi-
ple; but at present lie saw no such prospect.
He disapproved of the tax on flour and the
differential duty on tea in favour of the
Lower Provinces. He hoped these points
would be re-considered.

Hon. Mr. Tilley, remarking that there was
no subject so difficult to deal with as the
imposition of duties, from the variety of
interests to be considered, the burden upon
which they had to-endeavour to equalize, said
that, in introducing the resolutions last
night, he had not spoken at much length, as
the Government did not regard this tariff as
final, but intended by and by to bring down
another based upon a larger experience,
which they might reasonably hope to last for
four or five years. The Government had nei-
ther desire nor necessity for imposing addi-
tional taxation. The late Minister of Finance
had put clearly before the House the position
of the Maritime Provinces, which if not in-
cluded in the Union wouId have to bear at this
moment duties higher than the tariff would
impose. He would address himself particular-
ly to their representatives, as he himself
represented a New Brunswick constituency,
and it was from the New Brunswick minority
and the Nova Scotian majority that expres-
sions of dissatisfaction had principally come.
He was sure that they would believe that the
Cabinet had but one desire-that all the laws
of the country should be just and equitable,
and should bear equally upon all sections of
the Dominion. By what he was about to say
tonight, he desired to prevent the necessity
of any member returning home with his head
hanging down, and to give such a statement
as might satisfy them all that the proposals
were not invidious-however much they
might perhaps disagree in trifling matters of
detail, all of which the Government would
well consider in recess, and if possible
amend. None of them need be ashamed of the
results of Confederation, by which at least no
taxation had been imposed, (although it
might perhaps be impolitic to say it,) upon
New Brunswick, which she would not herself,
if unincluded in the Union, have been com-
pelled to impose more heavily. Considering
some of the speeches which had been made
there, it was of the utmost importance that
the House should understand that no addi-
tional customs revenue was being raised, the
aggregate under Confederation being only
equal to the same aggregate before. To refer
particularly to New Brunswick, the duty on
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brandy was being there reduced by the ex-
tent of their ad valorem charge of three per
cent., amounting to $2,040; that on whisky the
same, amounting to $2,800; that on rum by
ten cents and three per cent., amounting to
$15,380. There was some difficulty in compar-
ing the wine duties, which had in New
Brunswick been charged hitherto on a scale
of comparative values, and would be hereaft-
er measured by the proportion of alcohol, but
from a careful examination he computed that
they would pay upon this article alone $12,-
097 less than previously. Upon imported ale,
they would gain $3,389. Upon articles not
enumerated, they would save one-half per
cent, or $15,802. Upon articles hitherto dutia-
ble and now made free $44,504, and upon
shipbuilding material and other sundries
$15,500-a total gain of $110,000 in round
numbers. On the other side of the account,
they would lose by excise on malt-es-
timating their production of ale at 300,000
gals.-$10,000. Upon tobacco, which now pays
five cents and three per cent, $24,000. Upon
coal oil, $1,160. Upon molassestaking an
average of one million gallons now paying
two cents and three per cent, and to be
advanced to five cents-$25,000. Upon tea,
which now paid four cents for black and
eight cents for green with three per cent ad
valorem on an average of twenty-seven cents
per lb. $22,500. Upon sugars $27,750. Upon
fiour, for which, with regard to the large
supplies they would receive from the West,
his estimate of 50,000 barrels was very lib-
eral, $12,500. Taking into account corn, and
some few smaller items such as spices and
perfumery, their total apparent loss would
not exceed $130,000, or an apparent balance
against confederative advantages of $20,000
in round numbers. But this calculation took
no notice whatever of the articles to be
obtained free from sister Provinces. Then the
Dominion assumed $1,300,000 of their debt,
which diminished their expenses $70,000 or
$80,000, and threw the balance altogether on
the other side. The debt of New Brunswick
would, moreover, be swelled heavily by the
proportion agreed to be contributed to the
cost of the Intercolonial Railroad, if built
solely by Canada. Under the subsidy they
received, they would, without additional tax-
ation, have as much as before for local pur-
poses, and have their railway burden
removed. As a matter of policy he should
perhaps have kept silent, but he could not by
such silence appear to admit that his Prov-
ince was oppressed. The Government would
give every consideration to the views of
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many representatives who might be dissat-
isfied with particular impositions, and so far
as was consistent with public policy would
endeavour to meet the suggestions of all. As
to Nova Scotia, there also all taxation now to
be imposed would have been inevitable, even
independent of Union. There had been in
1866, the largest year for some time 1,365,251
lbs. of tea imported under a duty of six cents
upon black and four on green. The increase
of one cent would cost the Province $13,000.
On tobacco, previously at five cents per lb.
for leaf, and five cents excise for manufac-
ture, this would pay an additional $25,000. On
sugar $45,000. Of ad valorem articles they
had imported in 1866, $4,928,245, adding the
increase upon which to that upon coal oil and
other sundries made, with the sums enumer-
ated, a total of $273,145, of apparent loss,
against which there would be a total saving
of $210,081, comprising among its items $47,-
200 upon brandy, and $63,000 for additions to
free list. The interest of their debt assumed
by the Dominion would more than wipe off
the unfavourable balance altogether, to say
nothing of the advantages of the Intercolonial
trade viewed comprehensively. He believed
that in the next three years, if the tariff
remains without modification, New Bruns-
wick and Nova Scotia would not give the
Dominion much more-any more-than they
received. In Excise the West paid more, and
in Customs the East, but altogether the ar-
rangement was fair, and just, and equitable.
As he had said before there were many
difficulties in making the proper estimates,
and before undertaking a final adjustment
the Government desired the observation of a
few more months as to how the Provinces
were likely to be affected by their measure,
and hoped at the end of that time to be able
to bring down such a tariff as was likely to
remain in force and to prove beneficial to the
whole country. (Applause.)

Mr. McLellan thought it no recommenda-
tion to the resolutions that their operation
was only to be temporary. When we next
assembled, the whole country would again be
disturbed by another discussion. The Minister
of Customs had assumed, at the outset, that
Nova S.cotia was embarrassed. There might
have been a temporary embarrassment, but
with their revenue they would soon have
overcome that; and even supposing they were
embarrassed, was this a proper place to seek
relief, when Canada had always had a defi-
cit? He also referred at some length to figures
as not bearing out the statements of the
Minister of Customs.
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Mr. Burpee appealed to the Government as
one who had supported Confederation, not to
impose additional burdens on the people of
New Brunswick. He believed the tariff would
have a bad effect in creating hostility to
Confederation; and, although he had confi-
dence in Ministers, he was sorry they had
consented to introduce a scheme which he
feared would bear unjustly upon the people
of the Dominion.

Mr. Anglin spoke at great length in opposi-
tion to the tariff, contending that notwith-
standing it made certain reductions, it would
on the whole largely increase the revenue to
be contributed by the Lower Provinces. He
estimated that the extra duties which under
it would be paid in New Brunswick would
amount to $370,000, and the reduction to
$70,000, thus leaving $300,000 as the net sum
which would be paid by that Province over
and above its revenue under the existing
tariff.

Mr. Jones (Halifax) regretted that the
Government had not had time to mature
their plans, so that they would have been
able to present a tariff which would be the
tariff for the next five years, and recommend-
ed the postponement of the question until the
adjourned session. He recommended reducing
the tariff on some articles and putting a duty
of 5 per cent upon some of the free articles.

Mr. Connell protested against the increase
of duty on the necessaries of life, and recom-
mended the Government to allow the matter
to stand over.

Hon. Mr. Howe spoke briefly, charging the
Government with sacrificing by their
proposed tariff, the interests of Nova Scotia
to Canadian interests.

Hon. Mr. Gali followed and urged the ex-
pediency of postponing the passage of the
resolutions till next part of the session; then
a permanent tariff might be arranged.

Mr. Fisher spoke in opposition to the reso-
lutions, and thought if the question was post-
poned a more equitable tariff could be ar-
ranged. He was strongly opposed to the duty
upon bread and other necessaries of life.

Mr. McMillan, though a supporter of Un-
ion, felt it his duty to oppose the resolutions.
He thought the distribution of taxation was
not equitable to New Brunswick.

Mr. Mackenzie had listened with great
pain to the remarks of gentlemen from the

Lower Provinces. They seemed to be under
the impression that Parliament had met
together for the purpose of picking their
pockets. He was not prepared at present to
enter into a discussion of the subject to-night,
but he could assure gentlemen from the
Maritime Provinces that, if any items in the
tarifi would in his opinion bear oppressively
and unjustly upon any section, he would use
what power he had to oppose it. He was sorry
to see a sectional spirit displayed to-night,
and hoped that future questions of public
importance would be discussed in a national
spirit, and as far as possible free from sec-
tional jealousies and bickerings.

Mr. McCallum expressed himself opposed
to the export duties on lumber fixed in the
resolutions, and said he would vote against
the whole Bill, if they were not changed.

The Excise resolutions were then concurred
in.

CUSTOMS

The Customs resolutions being moved, the
first was agreed to.

The second being moved,
Mr. Fisher moved to refer it back to the

Committee of Ways and Means, to reduce the
duty proposed to be imposed on molasses, tea
and several other articles. Yeas, 43: Nays, 88.

Mr. McDonald (Lunenburg) moved to put
wheat and rye four, corn and corn meal, on
the free list. Lost. Yeas, 51, Nays, 62.

Hon. Mr. Holton called attention to
American silver being left out of the free list,
so that it would have to pay 15 per cent. He
did not think so important a matter as this
should be sprung on the House in this way, at
so late an hour, and suggested that the dis-
cussion of it be adjourned.

Sir John A. Macdonald expressed his will-
ingness to let this matter stand till to-mor-
row.

Mr. Redford hoped Government would not
withdraw this. American silver had been a
nuisance to the country for many years, and
the Government would do well to get rid of
it.

Sir John A. Macdonald moved that the
debate on the customs resolutions be ad-
journed. Carried.

Hon. Mr. Rose introduced a Bill respecting
Inland Revenue.

The house adjourned at a quarter to three
o'clock, till to-morrow (Saturday), at 3 p.m.
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Saturday, December 14, 1867

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

ESSEX ELECTION

On the question of receiving a petition
from electors in Essex, complaining of a ser-
ies of violent and irregular proceedings on
the part of Arthur R. Rankin and others,
during the election in Essex.

Hon. Mr. Hollon called the attention of the
Government to the question of whether this
petition could be received. It was, in fact, a
petition against the petitioners in the Essex
case, and had reference to an issue that was
now pending, and would very soon go before
an Election Committee.

Sir John A. Macdonald said it might stand
till Monday, and he would during the interval
look into the matter.

CUSTOMS AND EXCISE

Hon. Mr. Rose introduced a Bill to consti-
tute the Department of Inland Revenue.

Hon. Mr. Tilley introduced a Bill to consti-
tute the Department of Customs.

Hon. Mr. Tilley moved concurrence in the
7th resolution on the Tariff, reported from
the Committee on Ways and Means. Carried.

The remaining Tariff resolutions were also
agreed to, except the i1th, imposing export
duties, so far as regards the Provinces of
Ontario and Quebec, on various descriptions
of timber. Sir John A. Macdonald said the
Government had decided to strike this out,
and it was struck out accordingly.

Hon. Mr. Tilley then introduced a Customs
Bill founded on the resolutions.

Hon. Mr. Hollon said the Government was
supplying the House with an amount of liter-
ature which it would scarcely be possible
even to read between now and Christnas. If
it was intended to go on with these measures
in this part of the session, Government
should make a clear explanation of their
whole policy with regard to organizing these
departnents.
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Sir John A. Macdonald said he would take
an early opportunity of doing so.

REPORTING THE DEBATES

Sir John A. Macdonald requested the
Chairman of the Printing Committee not to
move the adoption of the official reporting
scheme till Monday, when the matter could
be finally disposed of. Agreed to.

THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORY

Sir John A. Macdonald moved the adoption
of the address with reference to the North-
West, and said that the member for
Chateauguay had intimated it would be al-
lowed to pass subsilentio.

Hon. Mr. Holton said he could only speak
for himself and his Lower Canada friends. As
far as they were concerned, they were not
disposed to renew the discussion; he had only
asked delay to see that the Address was in
the terms of the resolution, and if so he was
now satisfied.

Mr. Mackenzie and the member for Bothwell
objected to the Address, because it did not
set forth the form of Government intended
to be established in the Territory, and he
understood, was prepared to speak briefly on
the subject.

Sir John A. Macdonald said he would allow
the motion to stand.

AMERICAN SILVER

Hon. Mr. Rose, in resuming the debate of
the morning, referred to the great inconveni-
ence arising from the quantity of American
silver with which the market was flooded,
and stated that a complete measure of legisia-
tion upon the subject would be introduced
next session, of which he could not now give
the detail, but towards which the first step
advisable was to close the door to any fresh
importations, by which the Government
would hereafter be able to estimate the fixed
quantity with which they would have to deal,
in place of being compelled to act with re-
gard to an amount unknown, and would then
be enabled with greater certainty to proceed
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in their efforts to relieve the community from
the present incubus, and to substitute there-
for a useful currency. The introduction here
of the coin which had gone out of use in the
United States was entirely by the importa-
tions of brokers for their own benefit, and
not through the agency of individuals, who
did not find such coin in common American
circulation.

Hon. Mr. Holton regarded the measure,
however intelligible, if judged in the light of
a future enactment, as per se, as stupid a
proposal as was ever suggested to a delibera-
tive assembly. It would be impossible to en-
force the duty along so extensive a frontier
as ours, and the effort to do so would only
expose us to the derision of the world, who
instead of finding us ready to deal with the
overplus of silver here already, would see a
protective duty being imposed in its favour.

Mr. Gibbs could appreciate the difficulty of
the task undertaken by the Government, who
would not, in his opinion, succeed in its
accomplishment. Nor could he see any great
hardship to the public if, for considerations
affecting their own convenience, they volun-
tarily consented to take for twenty-five cents
what was really worth but twenty-four or
twenty-three. A rate of three or four per cent
might increase the general revenue, but
fifteen would merely offer a bonus to smug-
gling. It would be preferable to postpone the
proposal to next session, when the whole
subject might be comprehensively considered,
and meanwhile people anticipating legislative
action would take steps towards freeing
themselves from the nuisance.

Mr. D. A. McDonald would support the
resolution, as being at least a step towards
the extinction of a trade injurious to the
public, and beneficial to the brokers only.

Mr. Lawson thought that it would be impol-
itic to refuse to receive the currency of our
neighbours at its standard gold value. He was
not able immediately to refer to the proper
authorities, but was under the impression
that the American dollar was worth 91 or
92 cents, which value he suggested should be
fixed for it by law.

Mr. Car±wrigh had no faith in the power
of an import duty to stop the circulation of
coin, which only a rigorous personal search
could exclude. Still, if the Government
wished to take the responsibility, they might
try the experiment. The quantity in the coun-

[Mr. Rose (Huntingdon)]

try was very large-probably not less than
seven or eight millions.

Hon. J. Rose considered this an over-esti-
mate. The proposal to fix a specific duty,
although fair in theory, was open to the
objection that the intrinsic value of the coin-
age varied very materially.

Mr. Dufresne said that it would be remem-
bered that, early in the session, he had asked
the Government if they did not intend to
establish a mint for the improvement of the
coinage, a word which he had found in his
dictionary-an old machine perhaps as worn
out and useless as himself (loud laughter)-to
mean the reduction of crude metal into a
shape fit for currency, and that he had been
answered by the Hon. Premier in the jocular
strain with which his philosophy was wont to
treat even the most serious subj ects.
(Laughter.) Our great difficulty arose from
such a scarcity of circulation as induced us to
lay our hands on anything we could get.

Mr. Kirkpa±rick would vote for the meas-
ure, although considering that eight or ten
per cent would be a better rate to impose. It
would be still better to fix a specific value for
the coin, which would show the United States
that we were not unwilling to take their
currency at its real worth, which, had he
been Minister of Finance, (hear) he should
have taken care to ascertain.

Hon. Mr. Carier urged that people and
small traders were those who suffered by this
nuisance, and that the only way to remedy
the difficulty was to clog the importation
from the States. He did not think there was
anything very stupid in such a measure; this
was only a first step, and would be followed
up by the Finance Minister either by a frac-
tional paper currency or by a silver currency
of our own.

Hon. Mr. Dorion thought the House should
not be asked to accept or trust this, which
was only part of the policy of the Govern-
ment on this subject. Such a proposition, if
carried out, would only have the effect of
increasing the nominal value of silver in this
country. It seemed to him the only proper
way to deal with this question would be to
fix the real value of these coins, and if that
were not sufficient to abate the nuisance, a
penalty ought to be imposed on those who
received them at a higher rate. The present
measure was rather calculated to throw ob-
stacles in the way of a settlement of the
whole question hereafter than to abate the
nuisance.
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Mr. Ross (Prince Edward) was glad that the
Government had taken up the matter. At
present farmers and traders were made to
suffer for the benefit of brokers, and he knew
mercantile houses in Upper Canada which
were in this way losing $5,000 yearly. He
would accord his cheerful support to the
measure-the best introduced this session.

Mr. Walsh referred to a previous proposal
made by himself to fix a legal value of 80
cents for the dollar, which he explained
would not occasion loss to the holders, who
could always export to New York for par
value. A similar arrangement had been found
to work well in New Brunswick.

Mr. Metcalfe looked upon the proposal as
the most extraordinary that had ever been
heard of. It would certainly be a nuisance
and an injustice to be compelled to take any
article for a value greater than its due, but
such transactions were altogether voluntary
and optional, and if it were true that any
bankers constrained their customers to take a
portion of their discounts in silver, it could
only have reference to the conduct of the
managers of the great shaving establishment
of Montreal.

Mr. McConkey should have desired to see
the matter postponed until the Banks and
Boards of Trade were able to express an
opinion, and thought that the Government
should fix some determinate legal tender
value.

Mr. Gibbs regarded eight per cent as a rate
more advisable than fifteen, and thought the
quarter dollar might with advantage be made
worth twenty-three cents. The effect of this
discussion going abroad would be to prepare
the country for the change which was to
corne. It was nonsense to talk of silver being
forced upon the community-in his neigh-
bourhood at least, where the farmers
possessed sufficient intelligence to understand
perfectly what they were about.

Mr. Bodwell said that the reference of the
Hon. Minister of Militia to the injustice of the
present state of things towards the poor was
a good reason for the introduction of a Bill,
which he himself intended to propose, to
regulate the whole difficulty. He asked
whether the Government's attention had been
sharpened by recent losses from municipal
receipts of silver in Lower Canada. He could
not understand why municipalities of Ontario
should not also be permitted to make their
payments in silver if such a power had, as
the public accounts led him to believe, been

extended to Quebec. He thought that a prohi-
bition of silver would compel the introduction
of American gold.

Mr. Currier was amazed at the proposal,
not being able to see why, upon the same
ground, an eight per cent duty should not be
placed on gold. We had actually too small an
amount of circulation.

Mr. Ross (Dundas) said that it was impossi-
ble to settle the question by any such imposi-
tion of duty, as silver could be brought in, in
any quantity, over the frontier in defiance of
the Government prohibition. He hoped that il
Ministers were determined to press the meas-
ure, they would amend it by a reduction of
the rate to four or five percent, by which the
intrinsic value of the coin would be reached.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin could not understand how
it mattered what rate of duty was imposed,
the object being not revenue, but exclusion.

Dr. Parker thought the subject should be
postponed, believing that the best way of
dealing with it was to make such silver a
legal tender at fixed value. The present
proposal of exclusion would, if carried, be
magnified across the border into an attempt
at annoyance to the people of the United
States.

Mr. Bodwell thought that the sooner we
ceased to express fears of offending the
United States in legislating for our own ad-
vantage the better. (Hear, hear.) We had
heard so much of this sort of talk lately, that
the Americans would begin to imagine that
we could not get on without them.

Dr. Parker considered his remarks as per-
fectly justifiable, and disclaiming any more
undue sympathy with or fear of the United
States ridiculed the extravagant exaltation of
the loyal frenzy, whieh would not permit us
to speak without taking off our hats, and
hooraying about our institutions as in no way
tending to impress spectators with much re-
spect for our dignity. lHe thought that it
would be desirable to learn to use such
language on grave international questions as
was to be heard in England, where the great
leaders, both of the Conservative and Whig
parties were accustomed to express them-
selves in a strain which were it used by him,
would be branded as betraying annexationist
principles.

Mr. Bellerose (in French) briefly supported
the resolution.
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Hon. Mr. Anglin thought that no legislation
was called for. The example of New Bruns-
wick proved that the establishment of a
commercial agreement to take the half dollar
only for forty cents would completely meet
the requirements of the country.

Mr. Oliver having briefly supported the
measure,

Hon. J. Rose said that the information
given by the gentlemen who had spoken
conveyed many valuable hints to the Gov-
ernment for their consideration during the
recess. He repeated that there were insupera-
ble difficulties arising from the varying in-
trinsic values of the different coinages in the
way of imposing a specific duty which would
establish a par value, and thought that the
Government might be trusted to take proper
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means for the effectual prevention of smug-
gling this article as well as watches, dia-
monds, or other jewellery.

Hon. J. H. Cameron having spoken in fa-
vour of the measure, the remaining resolu-
tions were put and concurred in, with the
exception of the eleventh, imposing an export
duty on lumber from the Western Provinces,
which was struck out by the consent of the
Government.

CUSTOMS ACT

The Bill for Regulating the Collection of
Customs was then read a second time, and, it
being 6 o'clock the House adjourned to 3 p.m.
on Monday.
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Monday, December 16. 1867

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

PRIVATE BILLS

Mr. Macfarlane moved that the time for
receiving petitions for Private Bills be ex-
tended for ten days from this date.-Carried.

LONDON BOARD OF TRADE

On motion of Hon. Mr. Carling, the House
went into Committee of the Whole on the Bill
to render valid certain appointments made by
the London Board of Trade.

Mr. Blake said this was a Bill enacting that
the appointments of several official assignees
by the London Board of Trade, an incor-
porated body at the date of those appoint-
ments should be valid. As there had been a
decision in favour of the validity of appoint-
ments by unincorporated boards he thought
legislation unnecessary; but secondly, if held
to be necessary, he thought such legislation
should be in the form of a declaratory not an
enacting Act; thirdly, if there was to be any
legislation at all it should be made general,
and not apply to appointments made merely
by one board, otherwise the inference would
be that appointments by other unincorporated
boards not confirmed by the legislature were
invalid.

Sir John A. Macdonald was glad the matter
had been brought under his attention, and
moved that the Committee rise, report
progress, and ask leave fo sit again, so that it
might be considered whether a general Bull
should be introduced, or whether there was
any necessity for legislation at all. The mo-
tion was agreed to.

NOVA SCOTIA ELECTION EXPENSES

Dr. Tupper enquired of the Minister of Fi-
nance whether Government had considered
the course they proposed to take with refer-
ence to the question he had brought before
the House as to the payment of election
expenses.

Hon. Mr. Rose said the Government had
considered it. It appeared that the accounts

against the Public Treasury of Nova Scotia
by returning officers, were in some instances
not more than one pound ten shillings. The
candidates themselves had paid the remain-
der of the expenses to the amount of $720.
Government had come to the conclusion that
it would be fair that the expenses should be
borne by the Dominion, and he would recom-
mend an item of $720 in the estimates for
that purpose.

Hon. Mr. Holton doubted the propriety of
an ex post facto payment when the candidates
had incurred these expenses under the exist-
ing law of their own Province.

ST. LAWRENCE AND OTTAWA
RAILROAD

On motion of Mr. Crawford (South Leeds),
the Bill to incorporate the St. Lawrence &
Ottawa Railway Company was considered in
Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be
read a third time at the next sitting of the
House.

BANK OF UPPER CANADA

On motion of Hon. Mr. Cameron. the Bill
for the settlement of the affairs of the Bank
of Upper Canada was considered in Com-
mittee of the Whole. In moving the House
into Committee on this Bill, he said three
alterations had been made in It. There was a
provision introduced that no dividend shal
be declared or paid until the same shall be
sanctioned by the Governor-General in
Council. Secondly, that the trustees shail re-
ceive for their own remuneration the sum of
$4,000 per annum, to be divided in such
proportions as they shail themselves agree
upon, Thirdly, that nothing in the Bill shall
invalidate the liability of any shareholder,
nor the rights of creditors against sharehold-
ers, and that the right of the Government and
the priority of their account shall not in any
way be impaired or diminished.

Mr. Mackenzie-Is there any change diff-
erent from what was agreed to by the share-
holders?

Hon. Mr. Cameron-None whatever.
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BANK OF HASTINGS

On motion of Hon. Mr. Read, the Bill to
incorporate the Bank of Hastings was read a
second time, and referred to the Committee
on Banking and Commerce.

QUALIFICATION OF VOTERS

Hon. Mr. Carling asked whether it is the
intention of the Government, during the ses-
sion, to bring in a measure having for its ob-
ject the equalization of the qualification of
voters for members of Parliament in the sev-
eral Provinces of the Dominion. He said dur-
ing the last session a Bill was passed affecting
the qualification of voters. It increased in cities
and towns in Upper Canada the qualifica-
tions, so that in cities it was now $600 real
estate; in Nova Scotia, he believed it was
$150; and in New Brunswick, $400. He thought
the qualification in Upper Canada was al-
together too high. The people in the city he
had the honour to represent complained very
much of the increase. Nearly one-fourth of
the electors would be disfranchised at the
next general election if the law remained as
it now is. He thought the Government should
take up the question and equalize the
qualification of voters all over the Dominion.

Sir John A. Macdonald said it was the
intertion of the Government in the present
session to bring in a measure affecting elec-
tions and qualifications of electors and candi-
dates. That had already been announced in
the Speech from the Throne. It would not be
well just now to indicate the Government
policy, but he might say that on a first
impression it would seem to be a matter of
course that the same class of persons should
have votes in all portions of the Dominion.
There was no such disparity between the
circumstances of the people of the Maritime
Provinces and of those of the late Province of
Canada, as to warrant in his opinion, and he
believed in the opinion of the Government, a
different qualification in one section of the
Dominion from what prevailed in another. As
for his honourable friend's remark about the
qualification in Upper Canada being too high,
he did not wish to enter on the discussion of
that.

METAPEDIAC ROAD

In reply to Mr. Robitaille, who asked
whether it is the intention of the Government
to take into consideration claims of certain
contractors on the Metapediac Road, and to
include in the estimates a sum sufficient to

meet the reasonable claims for indemnity of
such contractors.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said that the claims of
the contractors on the Metapediac Road were
now before the Department of Public Works,
and there was a sufficient sum in hand to meet
whatever claims they might prove to be well
founded.

DAM ON RIVER TRENT

In reply to Mr. Keeler, who asked whether
it is the intention of the Government to order
the removal of the dam at Chisholm's Rapids,
on the River Trent, for the purpose of restor-
ing the public health of the neighborhood, so
long and so injuriously affected by the flood-
ing of lands caused by the said dam, as stated
in various petitions to the Legislature on the
subject?

Hon Mr. McDougall said it was not the
intention of the Government to order the
removal of the dam at Chisholm's Rapids, on
the River Trent. There were important mills
situated there that were of great advantage to
the country, and which would have claims
against the Government if the dam were
destroyed. The matter had been reported
upon by an officer of the Public Works De-
partment.

MONTREAL POST OFFICE

To Mr. Bourassa's question, whether it had
come to the knowledge of the Government
that certain extraordinary dismissals have
recently taken place in the Post Office of the
City of Montreal, by order of the Postmaster
of that place, and whether the Government is
in a position to communicate to this House
the reasons which occasioned such dismissals?

Sir John A. Macdonald said there had been
two or three dismissals recently from the
Post Office at Montreal. The Postmaster-
General had made enquiries regarding the
loss of certain money letters. After hearing
the parties, he made up his mind that the
explanations were not satisfactory, and the
dismissals accordingly took place.

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES

To Mr. Pozer's question, put by Mr.
McConkey in his absence, whether it is the
intention of the Government, at an early
date, and whether in this or in the next part
of this session, to take any and what steps
towards adopting a common standard for
weights and measures for the Dominion?
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Hon, Mr. Rose said it was the intention of
the Government during this session to in-
troduce a measure for the adoption of a
common standard for weights and measures
for the Dominion.

DUNDAS AND WATERLOO ROAD

Mr. Young enquired whether a settlement
had been had of accounts between the Gov-
ernment of Canada and Thos. Robertson, in
connection with the Dundas and Waterloo
Road; and if not, what steps have been taken
to secure a settlement. And, further, whether
the said Thos. Robertson has furnished
vouchers for his expenditure during his man-
agement of the said road.

Hon. Mr. Rose said Mr. Robertson had
rendered an account, but without satisfactory
vouchers. He had been called upon to furnish
proper vouchers, but had not yet done so.

Mr. Young-And consequently the accounts
are not yet settled?

Hon. Mr. Rose-No.

TORONTO EXCISE INSPECTOR

To Mr. Harrison's question whether the
Government has taken any, and if any what
steps towards filling the office of Inspector of
Excise at Toronto, vacated by John Rose, the
former Inspector? (Laughter).

Sir John A. Macdonald said it was the
intention of the Government, at an early day,
to fill the office of Inspector of Excise at
Toronto, vacated by John Rose.

CUSTOM HOUSE AT CALEDONIA

Mr. Thompson (Haldimand) inquired wheth-
er it is the intention of the Government to
re-establish the Custom House at Caledonia.

Hcn. Mr. Tilley said the Government now
had under consideration the whole subject of
the inland ports, and could not at present
answer this question.

CLAIMS OF G. H. RYLAND

Mr. Shanly moved an address for corre-
spondence between the Imperial and Local
Governments, proceedings in Council, etc.
relative to the claims of G. H. Ryland, Esq.
Carried.

FINES AND SEIZURES

Mr. Savary moved for a return of fines and
seizures in the County of Digby, for breaches
of the revenue laws since the lst of July last.
Carried.

DEBT OF SOREL

Mr. McCarthy moved for a return of the
sums paid by the corporation of the Town of
Sorel, on account of their indebtedness to the
Municipal Loan Fund. Carried.

MONTREAL POST OFFICE

Mr. Benoit moved for a return with refer-
ence to the employees in the Post Office at
Montreal. Carried.

BANK OF MONTREAL

Mr. Parker moved for a return with regard
to the accounts between the Government and
the Bank of Montreal. Carried.

CONVICTIONS AND PENALTIES

Mr. Cimon moved for a return of convic-
tions and penalties levied under the fish and
game Act in the district of Saguenay. Car-
ried.

NORTH-WEST TERRITORY

On motion of Hon. Mr. McDougall, the
Address on the subject of the incorporation of
the North-West Territory was read a second
time, and ordered to be engrossed, and a
message was ordered to be sent to the Senate,
requesting the concurrence of that House.

THE CUSTOMS

On motion of Hon. Mr. Tilley, the Act
respecting the Customs was read a second
time, considered in Committee of the Whole,
and ordered to a third reading at the next
sitting of the House.

INLAND REVENUE

On motion of Hon. Mr. Rose, the Act re-
specting the Inland Revenue and the Act
respecting the collection and management of
the revenue, and the auditing of public ac-
counts, were read a second time.

STAMP DUTIES

On motion of Hon. Mr. Rose, the House
went into Committee on Ways and Means on
a resolution extending to the Maritime
Provinces, the stamp duties heretofore in
force in the late Province of Canada.
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COL. T. R. FERGUSON

The order of the day being called for the
motion by Mr. Mills, for the report of the
Court of Enquiry in reference to the conduct
of Lieut. Col. T. R. Ferguson, while on his
way to Niagara frontier during the Fenian
invasion, Mr. Mills did not happen to be in
his place.

Mr. Ferguson said he had no objection to
the report being laid before the House, but he
did not choose to let this motion remain on
the notice paper so long as it pleased the
honourable member to let it remain for the
purpose of tantalizing and annoying him.
(Cries of "Drop, drop".)

Sir John A. Macdonald said a motion of
this kind, affecting the character of a member
of the House, should not be entered upon
lightly, and if entered upon at all, should be
disposed of promptly. He thought it should be
either proceeded with or dropped.

Mr. Mackenzie said this was the first time
the motion had come up. He had sent for the
member for Bothwell, and believed he would
be here presently. The notice could be called
again when the honourable gentlemen was in
his place.

Mr. Ferguson asked the Leader of the
Government to say whether he (Mr. Fergu-
son) had ever spoken to him on the subject
except to desire a court martial and a full
investigation of the case.

Sir John A. Macdonald, in reply, read a note
he had just received from Mr. Ferguson,
say«ng he would be glad if a court martial
were granted. The note, he remarked, should
have been addressed to the Minister of Mi-
litia.

Mr. Mills a few minutes afterwards entered
the House, and took the first opportunity
which presented itself of moving his motion.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said the circumstances of
this case had transpired before he had taken
charge of the Militia Department. He was not
aware what the information asked for was;
but if it was of similar character to that
asked for a few days ago in the case of Col.
Dennis, he thought it should not be granted.
He would ask the mover of the motion to let
it stand over till he (Mr. Cartier) had made
inquiry into the case.

The motion was accordingly allowed to
stand.

REPORTING THE DEBATES

The motion being read for the adoption of
the fifth report of the Printing Committee
relating to an official report of debates,

Mr. Mackenzie said as many members had
gone, he would drop the motion, intending to
bring it up during the next part of the
session. Meanwhile, of course, the reporters
who had been taking notes under instructions
from the House would be paid for their
trouble.

Sir John A. Macdonald quite concurred in
this proposition, and said the reporters would
continue to take notes.

Mr. Pope objected to the House being
pledged to pay the reporters.

Sir John A. Macdonald said if the House
did not, he and his honourable friend from
Compton (Mr. Pope) would pay them them-
selves. (Laughter).

The matter then dropped.

THE NORTH-WEST

In answer to Mr. Mackenzie,

Hon. Mr. McDougall said it was the inten-
tion of the Government to present the Ad-
dress to Her Majesty respecting the North-
West as speedily as possible. The Imperial
Government were also anxious to dispose of
the matter, and he hoped when the House met
again to be able to lay before them the
conclusion which the two Governments had
arrived at. The resolutions and amendments
would be sent along with the Address.

RAILWAYS AND CANALS

Mr. Macfarlane's Bill respecting the regula-
tion of traffic on railways and canals, was, at
the request of the Premier, laid over till next
session. The Government promising to bring
a measure then which would cover the object
of said Bill.

STAMP DUTIES

In Committee of Ways and Means,

Hon. Mr. Fisher strongly objected to ex-
tending the imposition of stamp duties to the
Maritime Provinces. It would not bring in
much revenue, and would be a great burden,
especially upon the rural districts. It was the
last mode of raising revenue which should be
resorted to. He hoped the Government would
postpone this measure, at any rate till next
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session. If pressed through now, it would only
make the Union more odious to the Lower
Provinces than before.

Hon. Mr. Rose thought if there was one
principle enunciated more clearly than anoth-
er, the other night, it was that the system of
taxation to be put in force should bear as
equally as possible on all parts of the Do-
minion, and the proposition now before the
House was merely carrying out the principle
already affirmed, and extending the law in
force in the old Province of Canada to other
parts of the Dominion.

Mr. Savary entirely concurred in the obser-
vations of the honourable member for York
(Mr. Fisher) though he was rather surprised
at hearing that gentleman raising objections,
when he must have known, as a supporter of
Confederation, that this would be one of the
inevitable consequences. It seemed to him
this was the last species of taxation to which
we should resort. He should prefer to have
duties on other articles, such as brandy and
other liquors, etc., increased, rather than to
adopt a means of raising revenue which
would be so obnoxious to the people of the
Maritime Provinces.

Mr. Blake thought it very inexpedient to
adopt this proposition now, when the wholé
system of taxation was to be revised at the
next part of the session. The expense of
providing machinery for carrying out the
imposition of stamp duties in the Lower
Provinces would thus be incurred, when it
might subsequently turn out that this mode of
raising a revenue was not applicable to them.

Hon. Mr. Rose said that his honourable
friend was under a misapprehension in sup-
posing that it was not the policy of the Gov-
ernment to continue the stamp tax in force.
He had no hesitation in saying that such was
the policy of the Government, and they in-
tended putting it in force in the Maritime
Provinces at the earliest possible moment.

After the recess,

INLAND NAVIGATION CO.

A message was received from the Senate
reporting the adoption of the Bill respecting
the Inland Steam Navigation Company, with
amendments, which were concurred in.

ST. LAWRENCE & OTTAWA R. R.

The Bill to incorporate the St. Lawrence
and Ottawa Railway Company was read a
third time and passed.

BANK OF UPPER CANADA

Hon. J. H. Cameron (Peel) moved the third
reading of the Bill for the settlement of the
affairs of the Bank of Upper Canada.

Mr. Blake suggested that the two trustees
to be appointed by the Government should
not be shareholders.

Mr. T. Ferguson thought that' it would be
better to allow shareholders one trustee,
Government another, and the country bill
holders a third. He also opposed the principle
of giving votes according to the number of
shares held.

Hon. Mr. Cameron (Peel), did not think it
wise to make any change in the measure as it
stood. Government were themselves largely
interested in seeing that the affairs of the
bank were wound up as rapidly and economi-
cally as possible. He thought it highly desira-
ble that a general measure for the winding
up of corporations should be carried through,
and if Government were not disposed to take
up the question, he should bring in such a
Bill himself.

Sir John A. Macdonald intimated that such
a measure would be brought in.

Mr. Ferguson contended that an unjust dis-
crimination had so far been made in favour
of large creditors.

Mr. Street said there had been no disburse-
ment made which had not been founded upon
the strictest impartiality. Under the powers of
the assignment, the trustees had the power of
accepting all claims proved on examination to
be just. As to votes being given according to
the number of shares held, that was precisely
the principle adopted by the House in the
case of the Commercial Bank bills. As a
shareholder possessing large individual inter-
est in the bank, he thought the Bill was for
the benefit of all concerned. For his own part,
he would gladly be released of his duties as
one of the trustees.

Mr. McConkey said there was undoubtedly
great dissatisfaction as to the mode in which
the affairs of the bank were being wound up.
He thought the period within which a settle-
ment was to be made should be fixed, and
that the trustees to be appointed by Gov-
ernment should not be shareholders.

The Bill was read a third time and passed.

CUSTOMS

On motion of Hon. Mr. Tilley, the Act
respecting Customs was read a third time and
passed.
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On motion of Hon. Mr. Rose to go into
Committee of Ways and Means, Hon. Mr.
Holion said he did not at this late stage of
the session desire to delay the business of the
House by going at any length into a review of
the financial statement of his honourable
friend opposite (Mr. Rose), nor should he
attempt to reconcile the conflicting statements
made by him and by his predecessor in office.
He should admit, for the purpose of his
observations, that the statement of the
Minister of Finance was correct. It was quite
apparent that we had a very large floating
debt, for which gentlemen on the treasury
benches were responsible. It was the old
floating debt of the late Province of Canada
-nothing more and (he was sorry to say)
nothing less than a year ago. It was quite
apparent that the legislation of last session,
which was to cancel that debt, had proved an
entire failure, for in spite of it the debt we
had now to deal with was at least quite as
large and progressively increasing as when
we last had the subject under consideration.
But he proposed to turn his attention rather
to the remedies which the Finance Minister
had proposed in these resolutions before the
House than to the extent of the floating debt
itself. He would merely remark with regard
to the character of that debt, that it was, in
his judgment, exceedingly to be regretted
that so large an amount was still due to the
Bank of Montreal. He thought that institution
was placed in a false position by being con-
tinually creditor of the Government to so
large an amount. It was deprived of its power
to serve adequately the interests of the com-
mercial community, by having nearly all its
capital locked up in loans to Government,
and it was not to the interest of the country
that any one institution should be placed in a
position to enable it to exercise so much
influence over the Government. What oc-
curred after the passage of the Legal Tender
Act of last session-which the Government of
that day represented as essentially calculated
to enable it to fulfil its obligation to its
creditors? Within less than one forthnight af-
ter it received the Royal Assent, the then
Minister of Finance, by private bargain with
the Bank of Montreal, stipulate for the repeal
of that measure quaod all the other banks of
the country, for it appeared by the papers
which had been laid before the House that no
other bank could obtain the advantage of that
Act, if advantage there was to be obtained,
without giving six month's notice to the Bank
of Montreal. Then he came to another speci-
men of the power exercised by the Bank of
Montreal, through its Manager, over the

Government of the day, as exhibited in the
tone of that now famous letter of Mr. King,
addressed to the late Minister of Finance,
made public by being read to the House the
other day. He would say it was degrading to
the Government and humiliating to the coun-
try that an officer of any monetary institution
should be in a position to address the Finance
Minister in such terms. (Hear, hear). He was
pained when he heard that letter read on the
floor of the House, as he was sure every other
gentleman who heard it must have been; and
he repeated that this humiliation was brought
on the House and on the country by the
indebtedness of the Government to the Bank
of Montreal. Then we had the finger of this
gentleman (Mr. King) undoubtedly in the
proposed policy of the Government on the
silver question. His honourable friend, the
Minister of Finance, told them he could not
disclose to the House the policy which he
intended to follow in reference to this ques-
tion. When he asked the House to consent to
what he (Mr. Holton) considered a preposter-
ous proposition as standing alone, but which
might appear differently, lie was prepared to
admit, if forming part of a comprehensive
scheme. He (Mr. Rose) did not teil them what
his policy was simply because Mr. King had
not disclosed to him his policy in this regard.
Mr. King had evidently disclosed this absurd
proposition of 15 per cent duty, and the
policy, when we got it, would be to gather up
this large amount of floating silver, and re-
deem or replace it by paper currency, the
manipulation of which would be given by
Government to Mr. King, and the profits of
which would accrue to the Bank of Montreal.
He knew that it would be said, as it had
already been said in the press and in the
House, that he (Mr. Holton) was responsible
for giving Mr. King all this power, that he
made the arrangement by which the Bank of
Montreal was made the financial agent of the
Government. His answer to that charge was
simply this: by the arrangement which he
made with the Bank, on behalf of the Gov-
ernment of the late Province of Canada, and
so long as the administration of the finances
was in his hands the Bank of Montreal was the
agent, and most useful agent, of the Gov-
ernment of the country, and not its master, as
it had since become, owing to the mode by
which he (Mr. Rose) proposed to deal with
the finances of the country, or rather to raise
money in order to cancel the large floating
debt, there were a great variety of them, and
it seemed to him the list was quite too long if
it looked only to raise the amount of this
floating debt of five or six millions. In the
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first place, he (Mr. Rose) proposed to extend
the circulation of legal tenders, thus derang-
ing still fùrther the bank circulation of the
country, and maintaining that state of unea-
siness which had existed ever since the pas-
sage of that unfortunate measure last session.
Then, he proposed to issue exchequer bills,
which would, no doubt, if it succeeded, also
displace bank circulation, without dealing at
all, comparatively, with the question of bank-
ing and currency. Then he had a new stock
which he proposed introducing. What must be
the effect of it? His honourable friend said
that he was opposed to doing anything to
interfere with bank deposits, but the whole
amount of this new stock must be withdrawn
from deposits of the Banks. Another of his
remedies was to gather up all the petty
savings of the industrious classes, and to
convert them to the purposes of Government
representing them by Government paper in-
stead of permitting them to be employed in
the ordinary purposes of trade. The silver
question he had already referred to. His
honourable friend would not deny that state-
ment from the Minister of Militia the other
night that the purpose of Government was to
utilize this question to their own purpose. Of
course, the next step in their programme
would be some scheme for the redemption of
this silver. He would ask at what rates he
now had millions of it in circulation, and
it was of some importance to the public
to know what value they were to attach to
that property; meanwhile disturbance was
added to disturbance in commercial circles
by the mode in which the Government
proposed to deal with this question. Referring
to the proposition respecting life insurance,
etc., he observed that he was not prepared
to say a portion of the public debt
might not be fairly converted to terminable
annuities, but unfortunately these measures
were only proposed for the purpose of con-
tracting new and additional burdens. All
these measures would have the effect of
sweeping into the coffers of Government a
large amount of the floating capital of the
country without giving anything in its place,
and that not for the purpose of reducing the
burden of our national debt, but of raising a
few millions for other purposes which would
be known further on. He maintained that the
course of Government was exceedingly un-
wise. In 1870, the bank charters expired, and
it was of the last importance that the country
should know at the earliest possible moment
by what means it was proposed to supersede
the present bank system. Government should

be satisfied with letting in this part of the
session such measures of revenue as were
absolutely required, and leave till the House
met again the full consideration of those for
reaching financial measures, and to root them
together as it were in order that they might
form one consistent whole, so that the coun-
try may not be kept in the present disturbed
state any longer.

Hon. Mr. Rose never heard a more illogical
speech from his honourable friend (Mr.
Holton) than the one he had just listened to,
in reply to which he stated that the money
they would get from life assurance companies
would not be foreign capital, but would come
from foreign parties in England and the
United States, who had their agents here.
These companies would necessarily bring
money here, which would be loaned to
Government at such a rate of interest as they
could afford to pay. His honourable friend
asked how they were to get money for this
Dominion stock. There was a large sum of
money in the country, which was invested in
mortgages, municipal securities, and American
bonds, and a large amount in banks seeking
investments, which would be invested in
Government securities with a fair rate of
interest, if time were given for people
to get their moneys from places where they
were now invested. He thought it would not
be long before the country would be in such
a position that Government would not be
beholden to its financial agents. In answer to
the honourable member for York, he said
that last year they had reduced their tariff to
a great extent for the purpose of assimilating
it to the tariffs of the Lower Provinces, and
large concessions had been made them in this
tariff particularly in the articles of tea, mo-
lasses, shipbuilding material, and flour. In
regard to stamp duties, he thought that was
the best mode of getting a revenue, as it was
a duty which was not borne by the poor, but
the rich, being mainly derived from wealthy
merchants.

Mr. Killam repudiated the statement that
Nova Scotia had been liberally dealt with,
and, with regard to the silver question,
thought that it would be preferable to fix a
stated value for all such coin, as they in the
United States had done for Mexican dollars
and doubloons, than to impose a duty which
would not have the effect either of reduction
or exclusion.

Dr. Parker said, up to this date the Min-
istry had not brought down any measures
that were not provisional in their character,
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wîth the single exception of the stamp duties.
Considering that the Ministry professed to
include the aggregate talent of al parties he
thought they had proved themselves very
inefficient. He made every reasonable allow-
ance for the position of the Minister of Fi-
nance who had only come into office during
the present session, but that was no good
reason why the proper estimates had not
been submitted to the House when there were
threc members of the treasury board who
had been in the Government since last July.
He felt satisfied the expectations of Gov-
ernment would be disappointed as regarded
the Customs revenue they anticipated in the
current year. There were large stocks of
goods now on hand at different points, and
prices of several articles had fallen very
much so that the duties collected from those
articles would be much less. He fully an-
ticipated at the close of the financial year a
larger deficiency than was estimated by
Government. As regarded the position of the
Maritime Provinces, he thought it would have
been better if Government had postponed all
those measures affecting Customs, Excise,
Stanps, etc., until they were prepared to
bring down a full and complete measure. By
the course Government were now taking they
were simply grasping at a shadow and were
alienating the minds of the people of the
Maritime Provinces. He desired to say a word
on the question of expenditure. When the
question of Confederation was before the
House, it was estimated by the member for
Sherbrooke that the total cost of the General
and Local Governments would not much ex-
ceed the cost of governing these Provinces
separately. Dr. Parker proceeded to give
figures to show that the actual increase was
four and a half millions. The expenditure was
over seventeen millions. If it went on in the
same way, it would in a short period be
raised to twenty millions or more. He was
afraid that when it came to be generally
understood how costly was our Government,
it would shake the confidence of the people
not only of the Maritime Provinces, but of
the West, in our new system. As regarded the
modes proposed for extinguishing the floating
debt, he thought some of them were mere
fancy schemes. He believed their general
effect, at least in Ontario, would be to con-
tract the facilities given by banks for the
commercial operations of the country. The
Government should endeavour to bring the
revenue up to the expenditure, and then
floating debts would not have to be
provided for. Referring to the explanations

[Dr. Parker (WeUington Centre)]

given by the member for Sherbrooke, as to
the failure of the Commercial Bank, he said
he believed the country would come to the
conclusion that it was the duty of the Gov-
ernment to have come to the assistance of
that bank. Had they done so, they would
have averted the commercial crisis which
followed, and which required them to sustain
not one bank merely, but all the banks when
threatened with a general run.

Mr. Cartwright urged the Government to
dispense with stamp duty on sums of less
than $25, which was a great annoyance to the
agricultural community, and produced only a
trifle in the aggregate. He did not think the
stamp duties on larger notes were any incon-
venience.

Mr. Morris believed the country would re-
gard the policy by which the Government
proposed to provide for the floating debt as a
sound one, as the initial step towards placing
a large portion of our debt in the position of
being borrowed from home source, the inter-
est on which, instead of going into other
countries, would pass into the hands of our
own people. The Postal Savings Bank would
prove a great boon, providing the industrious
class with facilities for laying up savings
against a rainy day or against old age. He
wrs satisfied also that the establishment of a
Dominion stock would be favourably regard-
ed by the people of this country. From enqui-
ries he had made, he believed not less than
ten million dollars were now invested by
persons residing in this Province in American
securities. The reason of this was that there
was a large class of funds in the Province for
which we furnish no proper means of invest-
ment. The establishment of an annuity fund,
which had proved successful in England,
would, he had no doubt, be successful here
also. He hoped we would soon have a
Canadian coinage which would displace the
American silver now in circulation.

Mr. Pope said that it was well to take what
American money we could get whether it
came in greenbacks or in silver. He had been
pleased to hear the member for Wellington
(Dr. Parker), and the member for West
Durham (Mr. Blake), express so much confi-
dence in Mr. Galt for whom he (Mr. Pope)
had always cherished great personal and
political friendship. It had not been custom-
ary for gentlemen opposite to think so highly
of that gentleman.

Hon. Mr. Tilley said it was gratifying to
find that the propositions of the Finance
Minister for meeting the floating debt had
met so generally with the approval of the
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House. It should be remembered, however,
that while the propositions would absorb grad-
ually the surplus capital in the Dominion,
the expenditure of fifteen millions of English
capital in the construction of the Intercolonial
Railway would introduce a great deal of
money which in a year or two would place
Government in a position independent of the
Bank of Montreal and its other financial
agents. He then proceeded to reply to the
speech of Mr. Connell, on Friday night, in
which Mr. Tilley was charged with bringing
heavy burdens on New Brunswick, although
he had declared down there that no heavier
taxation would be laid on New Brunswick
after than before the Union. He still adhered
to that proposition. The mode of levying the
taxes might be different, but the total reve-
nue collected from New Brunswick would not
be greater than she paid in 1866.

Mr. Connell said, at this late hour looking
around the benches, and seeing the spirit
evinced during the debate, it was of little
consequence what might be said by those
who were opposed to the resolutions now
before the House, as he saw there was a
determination to pass them without change.
He did not come here to give his vote against
a just share of taxation being placed upon
New Brunswick, but on the contrary desired
to aid and assist the Government to consoli-
date the Union. The House would quite un-
derstand his position when he said that no
honourable member in that Parliament had
given more time, of worked more, for a
Union of these colonies than he had. It had
cost him a great deal of anxiety. He trusted
that even yet the Government would so
modify these resolutions that they would be
more in accordance with the wishes of the
people he represented. But if he should be
disappointed, and the prophesies of those who
were ôpposed to Confederation were to be
fulfilled, the House would imagine the posi-
tion of those so situated. During the progress
of Confederation in New Brunswick we were
told by the honourable and learned member
for Westmoreland, that our interest came in
conflict with that of Canada. He regretted to
find that the predictions of his honourable
friend were likely to be verified in the pass-
ing of these resolutions so injurious to our
interests. He (Mr. Connell) had listened with
much satisfaction to the clear and lucid state-
ment of the Finance Minister. He was quite
sure that any misapprehension with reference
to our finances, was clearly met and ex-
plained by that honourable gentleman. He
felt bound to say the statement was a credit

to the Finance Minister, and fully justified
the reputation he held as a public man. His
explanations will go far to satisfy the public
that the finances are not in so bad a state as
was supposed by the public. Still the mode of
managing the finances, and allowing these
deficits to accumulate was injurious to the
country. He was pleased to find the Finance
Minister had suggested a mode whereby that
evil would be remedied. He did not think the
financial condition of New Brunswick had
been fairly represented, or understood, in this
House. Previous to the first of July last, at
the time of entering the Union, all the de-
mands on the Treasury including the railway
subsidy, were promptly met. In addition to
which there was placed in the Local Treasury
an amount sufficient to meet all the demands
which the Local Government was liable to.
We learn from a statement of the Finance
Minister that on the first day of July last
there was $250,000 in the hands of the
Treasurer of New Brunswick, which was
placed to the credit of the Dominion. We had
no floating debt, but came here with a clear
sheet, and were able to hand over to the
Union $250,000 instead of asking of them to
meet our Legislative appropriations, and the
amount the Government were liable to pay
by law. This was the state of the case in New
Brunswick on the 1st July, 1867, and he
thought the House would say this position
was quite satisfactory. What he (Mr. Connell)
complained of was the hurried manner this
measure was forced through the House at this
late period of the session. Why this haste and
hurry? We have existed six months and
heard no complaint. He saw no harm in
allowing the matter to lie over for the next
two months. He regretted that the advice of
the honourable member for Sherbrooke had
no effect upon the Government. Considering
the recent position of that honourable mem-
ber in the Government it is to be regretted
that his advice had not been listened to. On
my return home the question will be asked,
what have you done for us at Ottawa? The
reply will be, we have discussed many impor-
tant measures and a tariff has been passed,
lessening the duty on gin, wine and brandy,
but increasing the duties on tea, molasses and
sugar, and also placing a duty on flour and
meal, which has hitherto been unknown in
New Brunswick, and we have in prospect a
Stamp Act and postage on newspapers. This
would be an unpleasant communication to
make to his constituents on his return, and
what is more, the honourable and gallant
knight at the head of the Government stands
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forth so defiantly, and tells the representa-
tives from the Maritime Provinces that this
measure must be pressed through, and that at
once without change, notwithstanding the ai-
most unanimous protest of all the members
from New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. No
doubt this may be gratifying to the opponents
of Confederation, but what is the position of
those who aided in placing matters in their
present position? It is to be regretted that the
Government have resolved to take a course
so objectionable to the representatives of the
Maritime Provinces. He regretted to make
these statements, but he felt it a duty incum-
bent upon him to do so. He entered his
protest against the course pursued by the
Government in the present resolutions by
taxing people's bread and other necessaries of
life. This is not what the friends of the
Minister of Customs or the people of his
Province èxpected from him. He may contin-
ue in the Government unsupported by the
members from New Brunswick in this all
important measure, but that is a matter in
which he must act in accordance with his

own judgment, and leave people to form their
own opinions.

The Minister of Customs had said the rep-
resentatives from New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia are alarmed without cause. Their vote
on this question will show what they consider
to be their duty to their constituents and the
Dominion. The people of New Brunswick did
not expect at this first session that a measure
would be brought down which would so in-
juriously affect their interests. They did not
expect the Minister of Customs would have
introduced a measure, which from his
speeches on the platform at the hustings, and
in the Legislature, they were led to believe
he would have been the first to protest
against. We were led to believe our taxes
would not be necessarily increased. What we
do desire is a fair distribution of the taxation,
or to delay this measure until the adjourned
session.

Mr. Connell then read the following state-
ment of the tariff now existing in New
Brunswick, and the proposed tariff for the
Dominion:

Proposed Tariff
Spirits, etc., per gall. ......................

Cordials ..................................

Tinctures ..................................

Ale, Porter, etc. ..........................
Oil, Coal and Kerosene, etc. ...............

Sugar, etc., per 100 lbs. ....................

Sugar, white, etc. ........................

Sugar, yellow and brown ...............

Sugar, Brown Muscovado ..................

Any other not equal to Brown Muscovado ..

$1.20

30¢

57¢
10¢

3.00
2.60

Molasses, if used for refining purposes, or
for manufacture of sugar, per 100 lbs. .... 73¢

or 61¢0

Molasses not so used per 100 lbs .......... ... 55¢
or 5¢0

Coffee, green, per lb. ...................... 3¢

Common Soap per lb. ..................... 1¢

Cigars per m . ............................. $3 to $6

Flour per bbl. ............................ 25¢0
[Mr. Connell (Carleton)]

N.B. Tariff
Brandy . . 80¢
Gin ...... 60¢
Rum ..... .70¢
and 3 per cent.

50¢ and 3 do

30¢ do 3 do

10¢ do 3 do

15¢ do 3 do

$1.25 do 3 do

2.00 do 3 do

2¢ per gallon
do

2¢ do
do

2j per lb.
1¢ and 3 per cent

121¢ and 3 do

free.
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This statement shows the difference be-
tween the two tariffs, and will be readily
understood.

The Minister of Customs has made a state-
ment showing the benefits the people of New
Brunswick will receive by reducing the duty
on the following articles:

On brandy ................. $ 2,850
On rum ................... 15,380
On wine .................. 12,097
On ale ..................... 13,712
Unenumerated articles ...... 1,820
Free list .................. 44,504
Sundries ................... 15,000
These reductions amount to .$110,000

He did not consider this any great boon,
particularly as it was purchased at an in-
creased duty upon flour, tea, molasses, etc. It
would have been much better to have re-
duced the duty on those articles, and retained
it on some articles in the free list. This free
list particularly benefitted the importer and
the ship builder, but was of no value to the
mass of the people in the rural districts.

Let us look at the increase on the articles
named by the Minister of Customs (Mr. Til-
ley). The great saving referred to has been
effected by increasing the duty on

Ales ...................... $ 10,000
Tobacco ................... 24,000
Molasses ................... 25,000
Tea ....................... 22,000
Sugar ..................... 27,000
Flour ..................... 12,500
Corn ...................... 6,000
Spices and perfumery ...... 600
Amounting in all to ........ $130,000

These figures refer to New Brunswick.
Thus the Minister of Customs endeavours to
show that the taxation is increased only
$20,000. This was not so. He did not complain
of the increase, but he protested against the
mode and manner of its distribution: instead
of its being a relief to the farmer and me-
chanic, it is just the reverse. This measure is
unknown to the people of New Brunswick,
but it is not so to the people of Ontario and
Quebec, with their ready means of communi-
cation. By estimating the revenue of New
Brunswick last year, and comparing it with a

fair estimate of what it would be for the
coming year, he found the following estimat-
ed results:

On tea .................. $ 27,000
Coffee ...................
Refined sugar ............

77

20,679
Molasses ................. 29,750
Leather ................. 895

Indian Corn ............. 7,360
Cotton warps ............ 7,860
Printing paper ........... .1,690
Tobacco .................. 46

W hiskey ................. 21
G in ..................... 12
Cordials ................. 4
Rum .......... ....... .... 24
Alcohol ................. $146,000
Internal Revenue ........ $ 51,500 $202,908
Less $70,000 free list.

This reduction of $70,000 is estimated in
consequence of the free list, and reduction on
the 152 and 18 per cent dutiable goods,
which is now reduced to 15. This will make
an increase of our tax of $223,000 at a low
calculation. This increase would not have
been required in New Brunswick for a long
time to come. The increase is now unfair and
is for the benefit of Quebec and Ontario. The
debt assumed by the Dominion for Canada is
$62,500,000, for Nova Scotia $8,000,000, New
Brunswick $7,000,000. New Brunswick has yet
to receive from the Dominion $1,300,000, to
make up the debt with which she is entitled
to enter the Union. Thus we are raising this
revenue in order to make up not only the
floating debt of Canada, but the interest on
the $17,500,000 over and above the amount
they were entitled to enter the Dominion
with, costing the Dominion about 7 per cent,
while they were only receiving 5 per cent
from Quebec and Ontario. He concluded by
stating that owing to the lateness of the
evening he would not further trouble the
House, although these resolutions were of
great importance to the Union. He regretted
that the Government had pursued such a
course, with reference to the tariff, by enact-
ing a temporary tariff with no fixed policy
with regard to the taxes of the country, and
which he regretted to say would be unsatis-
factory to the people he represented, and to
the Province at large.
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Hon. Mr. McMillan said the arguments ad-
vanced by his honourable friend the member
from Hants and the honourable member from
York, who had just now addressed the House,
were more against the distribution than the
amount to be raised by those duties. He
shared with them in that opinion, the neces-
saries of life should be as exempt as possible
trom taxes. His opinion always had been that
in Union the revenue would to a large extent
be raised from the luxuries of life, that with
a population of four millions and always
increasing there would be manufactured
within the Dominion those articles which are
largely consumed by the mass of the people,
and the duties would have to be imposed on
those articles consumed by the richer portion
of the community. He regretted that the
Government had not relieved some of those
articles that are viewed as the necessaries of
life, and imposed a higher duty on those
which may fairly be considered luxuries of
life. True, the Minister of Customs states that
this is only temporary, and that the whole
tariff will at an early date be revised-that it
will take some time to ascertain the effect of
free intercolonial trade on the Revenue of the
country. He agreed with his honourable
friend that it required some time to arrive at
a correct conclusion on this point; he would,
however, feel it his duty to vote against some
of the sections. His honourable friend from
Gloucester charged the Minister of Customs
with making statements against his own
Province, but that honourable gentleman for-
gets that he has made statements that cannot
be borne out by facts against the whole
Union party from New Brunswick. He states
that the people had no time to deliberate. The
people were twice appealed to on this ques-
tion, they rejected it the first time because
they had no time to deliberate, but after
further deliberation they accepted it with an
overwhelming majority. His honourable
friend takes the revenue of 1866, by far the
largest that was ever collected in that
Province, to base his calculations on what
New Brunswick will contribute to the
Revenue of the Dominion, but let him take an
average of ten years, and he will find the
result very different. The average Revenue
from all sources for the past ten years is
$815,000, deduct from that the Canal and
Territorial Revenue and Export Duty $90,000,
and you have an average of $725,000, which
the Dominion Government will control, then
take the other side of the account. The Do-
minion pays the interest on $7,000,000 subsidy
of 80 cents per head, subsidy of $50,000, and
for ten years $63,000. Governor and Judges'

[Mr. Connell (Carleton)]

salaries, Penitentiary, Colonial and Provincial
Revenue, deficiency of Post Office, Military
and Militia, Steamboat Subsidy and Inspec-
tion, amounting in all to $877,500. I regret to
be obliged to go into these particulars, but
feel in duty to myself and the party with
whom I have always acted, to show that New
Brunswick has not suffered in the arrange-
ments. His honourable friend from Carleton
complained of the Bill now before the House,
but his honourable friend was largely respon-
sible for the present state of things in his
own Province, and for the increased tariff
that would have been required there whether
Union was accomplished or not, the subsidies
which were forced upon the people of the
Northern part of the Province to build rail-
roads, connecting every county in the East
and West will amount to one million eight
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, and the
honourable member from Carleton and York
are largely responsible. He (Mr. M.) did ev-
erything he could to prevent it, and when he
could not prevent it altogether he tried to
make the burden as light as possible. This
money is expended in his honourable friend's
neighbourhood, and their counties West and
East are connected by railway at the expense
of the Province of New Brunswick, and I
have no doubt when the Intercolonial Rail-
way Bill is submitted to the House these
honourable gentlemen will have the boldness
to advocate the Frontier route, or the Central
route so-called, which is also within a short
distance of the frontier. The interest on this
one million eight hundred and fifty thousand
dollars would have to be paid in addition to
the present liabilities of New Brunswick, and
that could only be met by increasing our
tariff whether in the Union or not, again if
we built the IntercoloniaI Railway assum-
ing 3j twelfths as by law we undertook to do.
This would incur an additional debt of one
hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars,
that along with the one hundred and nine
thousand dollars the interest on the subsidies
for Western and other extensions could only
be met by an increase of tariff, very much
larger than will be required under this Bill.

Mr. Me±calfe, in reference to the explana-
tion of the member for Sherbrooke the other
night, charged the Bank of Montreal with the
responsibility for the failure of the Com-
mercial Bank, and with creating a panic in
order to ruin Western Banks, especially the
Royal Canadian. So far from the explanation
of the member for Sherbrooke satisfying him
of his innocence in the matter, he (Mr.
Metcalfe) believed that there was a collusion
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between that honourable gentleman and Mr.
King, a deliberate intention on their part to
destroy the Banks of Western Canada. During
the panic, horsemen were employed, by
whom he (Mr. Metcalfe) could only guess, to
go through the country, north of Toronto, and
advise people to bring their notes into the
city and obtain gold for them, and the Bank
of Montreal did everything it could covertly
to discredit the Royal Canadian Bank, which
was the first attacked, because it had some-
what larger circulation than the other banks.
It was only when that bank showed its ability
to sustain itself by depositing $50,000 in gold
with the Bank of Montreal to meet its bal-
ances that the Bank of Montreal ceased its
efforts. The correspondence read by the mem-
ber for Sherbrooke showed how much Mr.
King was annoyed by the Government offer-
ing to receive the notes of chartered banks,
established clearly to his mind the fact that
there was then and still existed a deliberate
conspiracy to destroy the banks of Western
Canada.

Hon. Mr. Fisher strongly opposed the impo-
sition of the stamp and fiour duties, especially
when the duties on brandy and other spirits
were reduced. He complained that the re-
presentatives of Western Canada did not ap-
preciate the position of the people of New
Brunswick, or they would not support taxes
which, being new, burdensome, and unsuited
to their condition, must necessarily become
odious.

Mr. Ferris was surprised that such a tem-
perate man as the Minister of Customs would
propose a decrease of duty on spirits, and
impose taxes on articles of food as well as
newspapers. He thought that honourable gen-
tleman would have resigned office before con-
senting to make such propositions. (Laugh-
ter.) He thought the tariff justified what had
been said by the opponents of Confederation,
and he was sorry the people of the Lower
Provinces had not been more justly dealt
with.

Mr. Webb defended the member for
Sherbrooke against the violent attack made
upon him by the member for East York, and
said that the Government should have had
the boldness to make his charges when the
member for Sherbrooke was in his place and
had an opportunity of defending himself.

Mr. Gibbs thought the stamp duty would
not be found so objectionable in the Lower
Provinces as some honourable members
seemed to suppose. He had feared its opera-

tion in Canada but the result showed no form
of taxation which was more cheerfully borne
by the people. With regard to the explana-
tions of the member for Sherbrooke, there
was a lurking suspicion that the real cause of
that gentleman's resignation had not yet been
fully told. He (Mr. Gibbs) believed he had
fallen a victim to his legal tender scheme,
and he hoped the Government would not
push that scheme to a greater length, for still
more injurious effects must follow. Business
in the West was now very much embarrassed
in consequences of the uncertainty on the
part of the banks as to their future course.
He trusted Government would see its way to
loosening its connection with the Bank of
Montreal, and to the liquidation of its floating
debt, by some other mode than the issue of
legal tenders.

Mr. Anglin opposed the new duties
proposed by Government, but regarded them
as the result of Confederation.

Mr. Ferguson, did not believe any pro-
positions could have been offered which
would have satisfied honourable gents from
the Lower Provinces. They complained
when duties were increased, and also
complained when they were reduced, so that
it appeared at most impossible to please
them. With regard to the Bank of Montreal,
he hoped, if its connection with the Gov-
ernment continued, that it would either open
agencies of its own, or use those of other
Banks in the country northwest of Toronto,
in order that people in that locality who
received Government drafts, might get them
cashed without having to submit to discount.

Mr. Ross (Dundas) thought if any portion of
the Dominion had cause of complaint it was
central Canada, as large sums of money
were to be expended on the Intercolonial
Railroad, and on the opening up of the Red
River territory in the West. He regretted
sincerely the discontent which prevailed in
the Maritime Provinces, but thought they had
no cause of complaint. As to the tariff that
was fair and equitable to all parts of the
Dominion.

Mr. Read suggested that the stamp duty be
removed, and that the amount be made up by
placing an additional duty of 3 cents a gallon
on the three million gallons of whiskey
manufactured in Canada.

Mr. Wallace thought, if Confederation would
turn out a failure, it would be only through
bad legislation. He was sorry to see that the
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tariff would add to the dissatisfaction and
discontent.

The House then went into Committee, and
the resolutions were passed, to be concurred
in to-morrow.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILROAD

Hon. Mr. Cartier moved the second reading
of the Intercolonial Bill.

Hon. Mr. Holton said the road would have
very little advantage, either in a commercial
or military point of view; but, under the
circumstances, he could not help regarding it
as a political necessity. He objected that Bill
did not fix the route. The House ought not to
be invited to pass a measure of such vast
importance, involving the expenditure of at
least thirty and probably forty millions, with-
out having the location of the road fixed, or
a reservation in the Bill that it should be
submitted to the House before final decision.
He noticed that the Chief Commissioners
were not, in express words, excluded from
Parliament; but as subordinate officers were,
he presumed Chief Commissioners would be
disqualified. He desired to take this oppor-
tunity of referring to another matter connect-
ed with the inception and progress of this
railway project, in which he and a certain
Minister had deep personal interest. He re-
ferred to what took place in 1863, when the
present honourable member for Cumberland
as representing the Nova Scotia Legisla-
ture; and the present Minister of Customs as
representing New Brunswick, met the
Canadian Government at Quebec, to take into
consideration the building of this road. It was
there proposed that Mr. Sandford Fleming
should be sent to survey the route. Dr.
Tupper acquiesced in this proposal, and Mr.
Tilley first acquiesced, then all but acquiesced,
and finally concluded to consult his Govern-
ment, and submit their decision to the
Canadian Government. Then followed the
atrocious despatch of the notorlous Governor
Gordon charging the Government of Canada
with all sorts of breaches of faith. The
Minister of Customs was at that time one
of the constitutional advisers of Governor
Gordon, and, therefore, responsible for tha
despatch. He hoped the honourable gentleman
would embrace this opportunity to reliev-
himself from reproaches which he (Mr. Tilley)
must feel he has been exposed to in this
matter, and give to the House and country
an explanation of his conduct on that
occasion.

[Mr. Wallace (Albert)]

Hon. Mr. Cartier said when the honourable
gentleman had admitted the necessity of the
railway, he had admitted the necessity of this
Bill. He would remind that gentleman that he
(Mr. Holton) himself had, when a member of
the Government, advised the building of the
same railroad. It should be remembered that
for six months in the year Ontario and
Quebec had no communication with Europe,
except through a foreign country, and Mr.
McCulloch might at any moment deprive us
of the bonding system, and prevent the trans-
mission of our goods through the United
States. He did not anticipate any such
difficulty, but the Intercolonial Railway
would relieve us from a state of dependence.
A great deal of jobbery had been done in
connection with the Grand Trunk, but Gov-
ernment would avail themselves of the ex.-
perience of the past to prevent the recurrence
of such jobbery. With reference to the right
of Chief Commissioners to sit in Parliament,
he must ask his honourable friend not to
prejudge the question. A measure will be
introduced in the second part of the Session,
respecting the independence of Parliament,
and this question would then be decided. In
regard to the route, the Imperial Act provid-
ed that, in order to secure the guarantee of
three millions sterling, it was to be left to the
Imperial Government to select the route, and,
therefore, this Parliament could not deal with
the question.

Hon. Mr. Dorion said the gentlemen who
still occupied the treasury benches were re-
sponsible in no small measure for the jobbery
and corruption connected with the building of
the Grand Trunk and the Parliament
Buildings, and it was very little guarantee
that the Intercolonial Railroad would be built
in an economical way, that the same gentle-
men had the supervision of it, if the route
was left to be decided in England there would
be the saie blundering with regard to it as
was in regard to the decision as to the seat of
Government. If left to be decided in England,
two chances to one the worst route, as re-
gards the interests of this country, would be
selected. He held it was the duty of this
House to indicate the route. This railroad was
to be built for a contingency which not one
member in twenty believed to be in the
slightest degree probable, namely-that the
Americans would be so blind to their own
interests as to prevent our trade and traffie
passing through their country; but in bring-
ing about Confederation, the Intercolonial
Railroad had been put in the scale to make
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that measure palatable to the Lower Prov-
inces. Confederation could not have been car-
ried without the railroad, and the railroad
could not have been carried without
Confederation. These two unpopular meas-
ures had thus been made to assist each other.
But nothwithstanding this bribe, Newfound-
land, Prince Edward Island and Nova Scotia
had gone almost unanimously against
Confederation. The only Province that had
gone in favour of it, and that with considera-
ble doubt and hesitation, was New Bruns-
wick, which was to be chiefly benefitted by
the large expenditure on the Intercolonial.
Among those greatly in favour of the two
measures was the Grand Trunk Company,
who supposed we would be obliged in making
the Intercolonial to purchase their Une from
Richmond to R.viere du Loup at prices which
they themselves would fix. There had been
jobbing in the construction of the Grand
Trunk Railroad, jobbing in the construction
of these buildings, and he very much feared
there would be great jobbing in the construc-
tion of the Intercolonial. He believed that
instead of twenty the cost would be nearer
thirty millions.

Mr. Mackenzie rose amidst loud cries of
"adjourn"-and on motion of Sir John A.
Macdonald the debate was adjourned.

The House adjourned at a quarter past one
o'clock.

NOTICES OF MOTIONS

The f ollowing notices are given:-

Mr. Currier-For a select Committee to act
with the Senate Committee, for the purpose
of enquiring into and reporting on the classes
of Acts for the incorporation of private com-
panies, which properly, under the British
North America Act, come within the jurisdic-
tion of the Parliament of the Dominion.

Dr. Bown-With regard to the Bill respect-
ing elections, or the independence of Par-
liament, gives notices of the following resolu-
tions:-Resolved, that no Senator should have
any right to vote in the election of a member
to serve in the Commons; that it is a high
infringement of the liberties and privileges of
the Commons for any Senator to concern
himself in the election of a member to serve
in the Commons House of Parliament.

December 16, 1867





HOUSE OF COMMONS

Tuesday, December 17, 1867

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

ELECTION COMMITTEES

Mr. Walsh presented a report from the
General Committee of elections, altering the
dates for choosing select commissioners, in
the case of Kamouraska, to the 8th March;
and in the case of Yamaska, to the 24th
March.

POSTAGE AND SAVINGS BANKS

Mr. Langevin, in the absence of Sir John
A. Macdonald, moved that at the next sitting
the House resolve itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider resolutions as to
imposing rates of postage, and also certain
resolutions in respect to a Government Post
Office Savings Bank system. Carried.

REVENUE BILLS

On motion of Hon. Mr. Rose, the Bill
respecting the inland revenue, and the Bill
respecting the collection and management of
revenue, the auditing of public accounts and
the liability of public accounts, were consid-
ered in Committee of the Whole, reported
with some amendments, and ordered to a
third reading at the next sitting of the House.

In moving the House into Committee to
consider the Bill respecting Inland Revenue,
Mr. Rose said he was sure the House would
regret very much the circumstances which
had devolved on him the duty of bringing
this Bill before the House, namely-the seri-
ous indisposition of the Minister of Inland
Revenue, who had devoted a great deal of
attention to the subject. Its object was to
make better provision for the collection of
the Inland Revenue, and for ensuring justice
being done to the honest trader and the
honest manufacturer. Hitherto the revenue
had suff ered greatly by the law being evaded
and by the cost of collection. Gentlemen
connected with the various interests affected
by the Bill had been in communication with
the officers and with various members of the
Government, and their suggestion had been
considered with an anxious desire to make
the provisions of the Bill as little burdensome

to the trade as possible. It might still be
susceptible of some slight modifications; but
unless the main features of the Bill become
law, the Government felt there would be no
sufficient security for the collection of the
revenue, and he therefore asked the support
of the House to aid the Government in pass-
ing the Bill in nearly the condition it now is.

WAYS AND MEANS RESOLUTIONS

Hon. Mr. Rose moved concurrence in the
resolutions reported from the Committee on
Ways and Means.

Hon. Mr. Holton asked if any provision was
made for the salaries of Lt. Governors. He
said it had been understood that until Par-
liament met the appointments of Lt. Gover-
nors would be provisional, but that after
Parliament met permanent appointments
would be made. He had not observed in the
Gazette announcement of any such appoint-
ments, and he thought the House was entitled
to know when they would be made.

Hon. Mr. Rose said early in the next part
of the session, detailed estimates would be
submitted which would give the honourable
gentleman the information he desired. As to
the other part of his question he did not
think Government could answer when or
how permanent Governors would be appoint-
ed.

Hon. Mr. Holton said he was aware he was
not entitled to ask how, but he was entitled
to ask when permanent Governors would be
appointed. He thought also the Finance
Minister might have gone a little more into
detail in answering his question as to the
salaries.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the question of
the salaries was of very considerable impor-
tance, for once settled they would be settled
for many years. Government therefore had
deliberately postponed the consideration of
the question what the salaries should be,
whether they should be the same in all the
Provinces or whether they should be fixed in
proportion to population, extent of duties, etc.
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Mr. Mackenzie asked whether the Gov-
ernors at present acting were in receipt of
money and to what extent.

Sir John A. Macdonald-They are in re-
ceipt of no money.

Hon. Mr. Holton said in the estimate of
expenditure the usual provision for the
Montreal observatory was omitted, while
provision was made for the observatories in
Toronto and Quebec. He desired to call the
attention of the Finance Minister to this, that
the omission, if accidental, might be reme-
died.

Hon. Mr. Rose made some observations in
reply which were inaudible in the gallery.

Hon. Mr. Fisher moved that the considera-
tion of the first resolution be deferred till the
latter part of the session, to enable the House
to ascertain if the amount expected to be
derived from Stamp Duties cannot be provid-
ed by the diminution of some present un-
necessary expenditure or by some other mode
of taxation less objectionable, as Ministers
have stated their intention then to deal with
the whole subject of taxation.

Lost-Yeas, 12: Nays, 118.

The first and second resolutions were
adopted, and the House at 6 o'clock ad-
journed till half-past 7 o'clock.

AFTER RECESS

On motion for the consideration and recep-
tion of the report of the Committee of Ways
and Means.

Mr. Macfarlane expressed his desire to take
the sense of the House on the third resolu-
tion, providing for raising revenue by Do-
minion stock.

Mr. Mackenzie said he might not have said
anything on the question now before the
House, but for the appeal made by the
honourable gentleman last night, to save
them from the clutches of the Bank of Mon-
treal. He thought it the duty of every honour-
able member to save the Minister of Finance
from the pit into which he seemed to have
fallen. He desired to make a few observations
on the general plan of the honourable gentle-
man (Mr. Rose) for providing for the financial
wants of the country. We had in the scheme
now before the House the means not of
paying off the floating debt, but merely
of floating it in a new direction. He thought

[Sir John A. Macdonald (Kingson)]

the fault to be found with the honourable
gentleman's scheme was that it was a begging
off of the question. If there was one evil
greater than another in the financial system,
it was that every Minister of Finance en-
deavoured to float off the debt to his succes-
sor. He had no doubt but that a very consid-
erable sum could be raised from a Dominion
Stock, but a large amount of this must of
necessity be withdrawn from the present cir-
culation of the banks. He would not go so far
as to say that it must all be so withdrawn,
because while the banks remained stationary
the wealth of the country was also increas-
ing, and he thought it would be found rather
a dangerous experiment to withdraw so large
a sum for the purposes designed by the
Minister of Finance. Any debentures floated
on the people by these means ought to be
tempered to the wants of the commercial com-
munity for accommodation. It was the uni-
versal testimony of persons in the west that
bank accommodation had been insufficient.
We found sufficient evidence of that in pass-
ing events. Traffic on the western railways
had very much decreased of late. He would
not say that this was entirely owing to the
want of bank accommodation, but it certainly
was, in a great measure, attributable to
the inability of the banks to afford the accom-
modation necessary to enable farmers to
remove the produce of the country, and to a
very considerable extent to the feeling of
insecurity prevailing in the public mind ow-
ing to bank failures consequent upon the
financial policy of the Government. It had
been stated that no less than ten millions of
dollars were held in Canada, invested in
United States Securities. He had no doubt a
very considerable amount was so held, but he
had no idea that it approached half that sum,
and his honourable friend the Finance Min-
ister gave them no reason to believe it was so
large. He had no doubt a considerable sum
was held in Canada, but merely for specula-
tive purposes, and this could not be said to be
invested in American securities. He frankly
admitted that the Finance Minister might
raise a considerable sum from three sources,
as he had reason to believe that many capi-
talists who had invested in United States
securities would much sooner invest in bonds
of our own, if equal security and profit were
offered. But his honourable friend proposed a
double sort of operation. He first creates a
Dominion stock and then a certain quantity
of exchequer bills. These were usually short
date notes drawn by Government as a tempo-
rary loan till the taxes of the year came in;
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but, as these bills were to run for a period of
10 or 20 years, they might as well receive
their proper name, and be called bonds. In
addition to the Dominion stock and excheq-
uer bills, the Finance Minister proposed an
additional issue of legal tenders, which was to
make up the entire sum required for retiring
the floating debt now maturing. In addition to
these three separate classes of securities, we
had in another bill presented by Government
the proposal to institute Savings Banks, the
entire deposits in which Government intend-
ed to seize and appropriate to their own use.
He had no doubt security would be ample,
but the whole of this amount must be with-
drawn from the ordinary circulation of the
country to meet the wants of Government,
and he could not help thinking that this was
more than we could afford at the present
time. It was remarkable that the entire re-
sources of the Minister of Finance to provide
for the deficiency in the revenue consisted of
those to which he had referred, except that
Government proposed going into the life in-
surance business, a very questionable proceed-
ing. It was impossible to properly discuss
the financial position of the country without
the public returns for 1867, which Govern-
ment were much to blame for not having
before the House. But looking over the ac-
counts which had been presented, he found
that the balances stated by the Minister of
Finance were really not correct. The public
accounts for 1865-66, showed a balance of
$593,000 as in favour of Government, but no
credit was given for amounts which had been
appropriated from special and trust funds,
such as municipal and building funds, etc.,
where these funds were solvent, the Finance
Minister should give credit for these sums,
and if that had been done instead of having a
balance of $593,000 it would be exceedingly
trifling. An examination of the accounts of
1867, would no doubt show similar results.
The Minister of Finance was the more to
blame because he had taken credit for a sun
of $335,977 of public debt redeemed during
that time. Then coming to the statement for
the present year, we were told that the ex-
penditure would be $16,227,129, and the reve-
nue $14,457,400; but of this expenditure $1,-
125,500 was for capital account, and this
properly ought to be charged as an addition
to the debt. Now, to apply this to the ordi-
nary transactions of life. Suppose his honour-
able friend (Mr. Rose) gravely told us that
he had an income of $7,000 a year, and that
he spent $8,000, but that $2,000 were for
repairs to his house, and he had a thousand
over after paying his yearly expenses, every-

99038-20

body would laugh at such a statement, and
yet he (Mr. Rose) expected the House to
accept one of similar character. There was
nearly a million and a half payable for rail-
ways, etc., in the Lower Provinces, and $191,-
000 was for repairs of public buildings in
Ontario and Quebec. This he had no right
whatever to charge to the capital account,
being part of ordinary expenditure for mainte-
nance of existing works. (At this point Mr.
McGee entered the House, and was con-
gratulated on his recovery by Mr. Mackenzie,
who continued.) He also thought that the
Minister of Finance was mistaken as to the
amount of revenue which he expected to
derive in the incoming year. He had every
reason to believe that the stock in hand was
very large, and the demand likely to be very
light in the coming spring; and if he (Mr.
Rose) had judged of imports from those of last
spring, he would find himself considerably
disappointed, and instead of having a bal-
ance, he would have considerable deficiency.
He hoped that the Government would give
their earnest consideration to measures which
he feared would be required in order to
provide for difficulties consequent on the
abrogation of the Reciprocity Treaty-the
effect of which he would now begin to feel to
a greater extent than at first. While he was
prepared to give the Government al the
support in his power to place the finances of
the country in a, sound condition, he thought
something more was necessary than had been
done. He ridiculed the idea of Canada requir-
ing a protective duty of 25c. per bbl. on flour,
which tax would be productive of nothing
but a little inconvenience to the Lower
Provinces. He admitted that the tariff of last
session was to some extent retaliatory in
character, and thought we were not powerful
enough nor rich enough to assume that posi-
tion towards the States. In conclusion, he
hoped when they met after adjournment, the
Government would be able to present to the
House a statement in detail of the expendi-
ture, so that the financial policy might be
discussed with some degree of certainty.

Mr. Sproa± thought that when Govern-
ment proposed measures which would relieve
them from the Bank of Montreal they should
avail themselves of the proposition. The
greatest evil that could befall them was to be
indebted to their foes. If Government issued
securities they would be enabled from among
people of this country to receive a sufficient
amount of money to relieve themselves of the
Bank of Montreal. He had great pleasure in
supporting the Bill.
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Hon. Mr. Rose said the creation of this
Dominion stock would not interfere with the
currency of the country, if introduced in a
gradual way. There ought not to be an abrupt
expansion or an abrupt issue to interfere
with ordinary commercial engagements of the
country. There were only two ways of getting
rid of their floating debt:-One way was to
absorb or capitalize it, the other way was to
put on such new taxes as would enable
Government to pay it off. He did not think
they were justified in adopting the latter
course, as it was a much better way to absorb
and fund it. His honourable friend had asked
what amount of Dominion stock they pur-
posed to raise. He must be aware by the
statement before the House that there was at
the beginning of December $3,000,000 to the
credit of Government in the bank. A consid-
erable portion of that was to go towards
reducing the floating debt-$2,300,000 had to
be paid as subsidies to the various Provin-
ces-after making this provision, which falls
due on the 1st January, the balance whatever
it will be, Government proposes to throw into
a fund by the various processes mentioned.
Government would consider whether the
same amount of security which was given to
exchequer bonds could not be given to a
smaller class of securities here. They meant
to take a way of raising money which was
the quickest and easiest. He thanked his
friends in the Opposition, particularly the
honourable member for Hochelaga, for the
forbearance shown him in the discharge of
his duty.

Mr. Anglin thought it was very unfair to
set down as a deficiency of the year what
would form part of the debts of the several
Provinces. The Minister of Finance should
not complain if such statements were made as
he set the example, when he charged the
Lower Provinces with those very advances he
is making on their account. Though he ex-
plained why it was done, his explanations
were lost on the House.

The resolution was then carried on a
division, and the remaining resolutions
passed.

SUPPLY BILL

Hon. Mr. Rose introduced a Supply Bill.
It was read a first time and the second
reading was ordered for to-morrow.

DUTIES ON PROMISSORY NOTES

Hon. Mr. Rose-Also Bill to impose du-
ties on Promissory Notes and Bills of Ex-

[Mr. Sproat (Bruce North) ]

change. It was read a first time, second
reading ordered for to-morrow.

LOWER PROVINCE BANKS

Hon. Mr. Rose also introduced a Bill re-
specting Banks, and said it gave power to
the banks of the Lower Provinces to make
advances upon Bills of Lading and Ware-
house Receipts.

Hon. Mr. Holton did not desire to raise
any objections to the introduction of the Bill,
but thought it should not be introduced in the
absence of a large number of the representa-
tives of the Lower Provinces.

Hon. Mr. Dorion thought it was such an
important question that it had better be put
off until they had more time to discuss it.

Hon. Mr. Rose said the present system
was unfair to the banks in the Maritime
Provinces, as it gave exceptional rights to the
banks of Canada.

Hon. Mr. Dorion said it would be better
to leave the banks of the Lower Provinces
without paying the duty of 1 per cent for two
or three months, and then there would be no
necessity for discussing the larger question.

Hon. Mr. Tilley said it was a very impor-
tant question. The capitalists of Lower
Canada have an advantage over the banks of
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, and great
disappointment would be felt if this matter
was not attended to at the present session.

Mr. Morris said that they should take ad-
vantage of this opportunity of bringing the
subject before the House, and he expressed
the hope that at the next session Government
would be prepared to come down with a
settled policy upon the subject, which was
one of vital importance to the whole Do-
minion.

INLAND REVENUE

Upon the third reading of the Bill for
raising an inland revenue.

Hon. Mr. Holton said there were in this
Bill various references to departments and
officers which were never created, therefore
would be an anachronism to pass a Bill
mentioning these departments. The House
would like an explanation of the policy of
Government in creating those departments.

Hon. Mr. Cariier said any measure passed
by Parliament dated from their sanction and
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al those measures would be decided on the
same day; therefore the charge of anachronism
would have no weight.

Hon. Mr. Holton was opposed to creating
some of those new departments, yet this Bill
recognized those departments as legally exist-
ing. He did not wish to be committed even
inferentially on this measure.

Mr. Blake said they should not pass a
Bill recognizing the existence of a Board
which had not been constituted or even pro-
posed to them.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said the main reason
for wishing the Bill passed was that Mr.
Howland's health required him to leave for
Toronto. He desired to have an officer of his
department accompany him, but that officer
could not leave until this Bill was disposed
of.

Hon. Mr. Holton was sorry to hear the
health of the Minister on Inland Revenue was
not good, but he could not see what that had
to do with the third reading of this Bill.

Mr. Burton said one proposition of the
Bill-that imposing the same license fee on
all brewers, large and small alike-was cal-
culated to do unjustice to small brewers. He
moved in amendment to the 27th clause re-
ducing the license from $200 to $100.

Mr. Jackson thought there was no doubt
the effect of the licenses would be to close
many small breweries throughout the coun-
try.

Hon. Mr. McDougall defended the clause
of the Bill as necessary to prevent fraud,
and lessen the expense of collecting the
revenue. Public opinion was, he thought, in
favour of raising a considerable portion of
the revenue of the country from breweries
and distilleries, and it was desirable that
these businesses should be concentrated as
much as possible, so as to be more easily kept
under the inspection of excise officers. Fewer
of them would be required than if there were
small breweries scattered all over the coun-
try.

Mr. Francis Jones thought it unjust to
place small breweries on the same footing as
regarded license fee as large brewers, and
believed there was just as much honesty in
the former as there was in the latter.

Hon. Mr. Cartier opposed the amendment
in the interest of temperance, as well as in
the interest of the revenue.
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Dr. Parker supported the amendment, be-
cause the Bill as it stood would virtually
have the effect of confiscating the property of
small brewers throughout the country, by
driving them out of the business. If brewing
was to be concentrated in certain places there
would be a large additional expense put upon
the manufactured article, because to ordinary
charges would have to be added the increased
expense of transporting the grain to the
brewery, and beer from the brewery to places
of consumption. This expense was now saved
by small establishments which existed in dif-
ferent parts of the country, and which, he
thought, would be kept as much within con-
trol as the large establishments. Besides, beer
was an article which could not be transported
great distances without more or less injury,
especially in a climate like ours, and to close
up small establishments would therefore be
more injurious. He thought the proper way to
impose the tax was either upon malt used or
beer brewed.

Hon. Mr. Rose said although the matter
seemed to be a small one, to make the
amendment proposed would destroy the
whole symmetry of the Bill. It had been
prepared with the greatest care and embodied
propositions which it was thought were the
best that could be proposed with a view to
prevent frauds and to obtain as large a reve-
nue at as little expense as possible.

Mr. Read spoke in favour of the amend-
ment, maintaining that the revenue could be
as readily collected from small as from large
breweries, and that it would be unfair so to
legislate 'as to destroy small breweries, and
create a few large monopolies.

Mr. McConkey said the proposed duties
would ruin a majority of breweries in the
country, and concentrate the work of brewing
to cities and large towns.

Hon. Mr. Holton was not in favour of
reducing licenses and would vote against the
amendment.

Mr. Thompson (Ontario) said small brewer-
ies created a market for grain, and were
entitled to some respect and consideration.
The effect of increased license would be to
decrease rather than increase the revenue, as
a great many breweries would be obliged to
stop work.

Mr. Bodwell would support the Bill. Small
breweries are a source of moral corruption,
and should be abolished. Any measure which
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would tend to diminish the traffie in intox-
icating liquors would receive his support.

Mr. Ferguson thought that it was a real
grievance that small breweries should have to
pay the same license as larger ones. If they
are to be crushed out some compensation
ought to be given them.

Mr. Mackenzie said the amount proposed
would not remove the hardship complained
of, as it only proposed to reduce license, still
leaving small establishments to pay the same
as large ones. He thought there should be a
graduated scale of licenses. He would there-
fore move in amendment to the amendment
that the Bill be recomnitted to consider the
27th clause, with the view of adopting a
graduated scale of licences to maltsters.

Sir John A. Macdonald hoped his honoura-
ble friend would withdraw his amendment.
Small establishments cost as much to super-
vise as large ones; $250 was not too high even
for small breweries, and he did not see why
they should be taken under the special favour
of the House.

Mr. Rose said the Government would not
ask any fee from breweries until the present
licenses expired.

Mr. McDonald (Glengarry) thought small
breweries by producing a comparatively
wholesome beverage, prevented the use of
stronger liquors.

Mr. Burton said he was willing to with-
draw the motion for the present with the
understanding that Government would recon-
sider the matter, but he was none the less
convinced of the injustice of the Bill as it
then stood. He believed members from the
rural districts would not submit to the de-
struction of small breweries.

Mr. Rymal said honourable gentlemen had
not travelled and lectured on temperance as
much as he had, else they would never seek
to advance the temperance movement by
recommending the brewing and drinking of a
great deal of beer-first beer, then rotgut,
then forty-rod whiskey. (Laughter). The
graduation was easy and natural. He hoped
the time would come when Government
would bring down a measure doing away
with breweries and distilleries altogether, but
if they were to be tolerated, he thought a
graduated scale of licenses was the most
equitable plan.

Hon. Mr. Carling said the excise duty on
beer was higher in Canada than in any other

[Mr. Bodwell (Oxford South).]

country in the world. In the United States it
was a dollar greenback per barrel. Here un-
der the new tariff it was to be something like
a dollar eighty cents. Government could have
just as much control over the breweries by
imposing a license of $50 as 50 pounds.

Mr. Currier would support the amendment
of the member for Lambton.

Mr. Gibbs spoke in favour of a graduated
scale of licenses. He hoped Government
would consent to reconsider the matter.

Hon. Mr. Rose suggested that the debate be
adjourned till to-morrow. In the meantime
Government would consider what was best to
be done. Agreed to.

PUBLIC WORKS

Hon. Mr. McDougall moved the second
reading of the Bull respecting the Public
Works of the Dominion of Canada. He ex-
plained the changes from the old Public
Works Act of Canada which were generally
unimportant in their character. One of them
was with reference to arbitrations. There
would be a board of four arbitrators, one of
these would take evidence and hear the case,
and if the party was dissatisfied, an appeal
might be taken to the whole board, whose
decision would be final. Important clauses
had been inserted, rendered necessary in
consequence of the present state of the law in
the Lower Provinces, where parties guilty of
negligence on Public Works could not be
criminally prosecuted. He had taken the
clauses up on this point in the Railway Act
and inserted them in this Act, so as to be
applicable to all employees on Public Works
throughout the Dominion.

Hon. Mr. Holton inquired whether the Bill
vested in the Public Works Department the
railways of the Maritime Provinces?

Hon. Mr. McDougall-Yes.

Hon. Mr. Holton said a statement of how
these important works were administered
would be interesting both to the House and to
the country. He would also like to be in-
formed whether any remedies existed in the
Provinces of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
against Government for accidents of life and
limb on these railways.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said these railways,
which had belonged to the Governments of
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, had, by the
Union Act, become the property of the Do-
minion Government. They were still conduct-
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ed by the officers who were found in charge
of them, with one or two exceptions; and, so
far as he knew, were carried on satisfactorily.
It was not proposed in this Bill to lay down
any rule with respect to the liability of
Government as to damage to limb or property
arising out of management of Public Works,
he would be inclined to reserve in the hands
of the Government the power to do justice
according to the facts in each case.

Mr. Gray-who had introduced in New
Brunswick the law giving parties suffering
damage to life or property on the Govern-
ment railways recourse against the Govern-
ment in the law courts-contended that that
was the correct principle, and that it worked
well in practice; he did not think any man
who suffered by the negligence of public
servants should have to appeal to the com-
miseration of the Government for redress. He
was of opinion that the law he had referred
to had ceased to operate since the railways
had become the property of the Dominion,
and he hoped immediate attention would be
given to the matter.

Dr. Tupper differed entirely from the mem-
ber for Saint John on this subject. Juries
were always disposed to give excessive dam-
ages against Government, and he would pre-
fer leaving Government to deal with all such
cases.

Mr. Mackenzie said that the discussion
showed that the proper mode of dealing with
these works was for Government to get rid of
them altogether. So long as a Government
endeavoured to run railway trains, and to do
the ordinary carrying business of a country,
they would be subject to vexatious claims. He
would like to know if it was the settled policy
of Government to continue to do the business
of railway carriers. He thought it desirable
that there should be a clause in this Bill
enabling the Government at the time of giv-
ing out contracts, to put them outside arbitra-
tion altogether. There was another clause in
an existing law which he should like to have
seen introduced into this Act, and made ap-
plicable to the whole Dominion, a clause
prohibiting the sale of public liquors within
two miles of any public works in the process
of construction.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said it would be
necessary for Government to retain posses-
sion of these railways until the Intercolonial
was built and the whole chain of railway
communication completed. It would then be
time enough to decide what course to take

with respect to them, whether to retain, lease
or seil them. His own individual view was,
that working railways was not a function of
the Government under ordinary circum-
stances.

Mr. D. A. McDonald could see no good
reason why these roads should not be leased
at once.

Mr. Anglin hoped Government would hesi-
tate before committing themselves to any
policy other than that of managing these
railways themselves. He agreed with the
member for Saint John (Mr. Gray) in his
view as to the good working of the N. B. law,
which gave individuals redress in courts of
law against Government for damages sus-
tained on Government railways.

The Bill was then read a second time.

THE AUDIT BILL

On motion of Hon. Mr. Rose, the Audit Bill
was read a third time and passed.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILROAD

The House then resumed the adjourned
debate on the motion for the second reading
of the Intercolonial Railroad Bill.

Hon. T. D. McGee rose to congratulate the
House and the country upon the approaching
realization of the undertaking which had
been for nearly twenty years in expectancy,
and which in passing from public notice five
or six years ago, gave but little hope that it
would so shortly afterwards be not only re-
vived, but actually find itself on the eve of
accomplishment. He did not confine these con-
gratulations to the Western Provinces, but
extended them equally to Nova Scotia, who
had originally led the project, and to New
Brunswick, who would perhaps profit most by
its completion. And the method proposed
for its carrying out was also a matter
for congratulation, the constitution of the
proposed Railway Board, composed it might
be hoped not of mere political friends
of the Administration, but of gentlemen who
understood every detail of railway manage-
ment, and its responsibility to Parliament
furnishing an additional security that the
policy of Government was not sectional but
national. The question of the route to be
chosen was one which must give rise to
diversity of opinions, and on which the
honourable Minister of Trade and Customs,
who had stood by the scheme when so many
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other of its advocates failed, would find some
of his friends disagreeing with his own ideas.
Each one would doubtless desire to see the
road passing by his own door, and the honour-
able member for York could not be won-
dered at if he approved of its running
through his own kitchen garden. He had been
sorry, when confined to his room by recent
illness, to read that the honourable member
had expressed his dissatisfaction with the
working of Union, and he thought that six
months was scarcely a fair period of trial to
allow for so great an experiment. Not thus, in
the commencement of the struggle, was won
the civic crown granted to the Roman
General of old, who after a long and arduous
war, was awarded the thanks of the Senate
for not having despaired of his country. He
hoped that the route would be well consid-
ered, and that it might not be said, as on the
matter of the customs dues, that we were
imposing on New Brunswick here and Nova
Scotia there, as if the West was so much in
love with high taxation as to desire to inflict
it in mere wantonness on herself as on her
sisters. He had confidence that the policy of
the Government would be one of regard, not
for Quebec or for Ontario, for New Bruns-
wick or for Nova Scotia-not for East or
West, for clique or corner-but for the whole
country of United Canada. He had raised his
voice that evening, glad of the opportunity to
show that he was not, as had been stated,
dead, nor reduced by a process well known in
surgery to the condition of a mere "stump"
orator. (Laughter.) He would, had it been
possible on his side or necessary on theirs,
gladly have supported the policy of the
Government on the North-Western extension,
and entirely endorsed their treatment of the
banking question, being qualified to find that
they possessed resolution and firmness to
avoid the weakness of yielding to the tempta-
tion of affording exceptional assistance to
the Commercial Bank at a risk of the public
funds. He should be glad to see their connec-
tion with the Bank of Montreal dissolved as
soon as possible, and the Manager of that
institution taught to know that in addressing
the Administration he was not issuing direc-
tions to the Ottawa branch of his establish-
ment. (Hear, hear.) With regard to the cus-
toms duties, no one of ordinary intelligence
-he would not refer to a gentleman of
extraordinary intelligence, not then in his
place, whose speech here he had read with
pain, as one which should never have been
delivered at all, but least of all by him who
had uttered it-could imagine that Parlia-

[Mr. McGee (Montreal West)]

ment would rise leaving three different tariffs
in existence within the country. Thanking the
House and the honourable member for
Lambton for their welcome, he reiterated this
expression of confidence in the Ministry, re-
garding all present indications as such as to
justify the faith of their friends that the
interests of the whole country were safe in
their hands, and resumed his seat amid loud
and continued applause.

Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald had never
during the whole course of his Parliamentary
career listened with more pleasure to a
speech than he had to that of his honourable
friend now, not so much because of the very
kindly expressions towards himself, but be-
cause his honourable friend was again able to
take his place in this House (hear, hear.) The
honourable gentleman (Mr. McGee) deserved
the thanks of the Government and of the
people of this country for the public course
he had pursued. Not for the sake of populari-
ty, but in the interest of the country, and in
pursuance of what he had rightly conceived
was his duty as a public man, he had la-
boured in a manner which entitled him to
every consideration at the hands of this
House, and of the loyal people of Canada, for
his great services, and on behalf of the
Government and the House, he had great
pleasure in congratulating him on being again
able to take his place in the high Councils of
the nation. (Applause.) With regard to the
Bill before the House, he (Sir John) was
pleased to find it had met the general approval
of the House. The policy of the Government
had been arrived at after mature considera-
tion, and he believed was calculated to serve
the best interests of the country. It had been
suggested that the road should be built by a
company, which should receive a bonus, but
the Government felt that no company would
undertake such a work except as a matter of
profit, and perhaps at the very last moment
the company might fail, and leave the Govern-
ment still to finish the work. It had therefore
been resolved that the road should be built by
the Government; but in a manner not intim-
ately connected with the Government. The
road would be built under the direct super-
vision of four Commissioners appointed by the
Government, for whose conduct the Gov-
ernrment would hold itself responsible to the
House and the country. The names of these
Commissioners would be announced to Par-
liament at the next meeting, (after adjourn-
ment,) and he hoped the Government would
select such men as would receive the unani-
mous sanction of the House. It might perhaps
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be objected that the number of Commissioners
was too great, but it had been considered that
if only three were appointed, the Chairman
by playing off one against the other could
practically control the work, whereas by the
appointment of four it would require the
consent of three before any matter could be
sanctioned. Though the subject was now un-
der the earnest consideration of the Gov-
ernment, the Commissioners had not yet been
named; but they would be men of high char-
acter and well up to their work. As he had
said, their names would be announced to
Parliament, not for the purpose of taking a
vote thereon, for their appointment was a
prerogative; but to obtain for them that
status which the want of objection on the
part of Parliament would give them.

Hon. Mr. Tilley after briefly expressing his
satisfaction at the reception the Bill had met
with, and stating his conviction that the work
would be proceeded with at once, and com-
pleted in three years, proceeded to reply to
Mr. Holton's challenge of the previous even-
ing. He entered into the particulars of the
negotiations between the MacDonald-Sicotte
and Macdonald-Dorion Governments of 1862
and 1863, and the Governments of New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia. Mr. Tilley ex-
plained that he had not replied to the
member for Chateauguay; but that he desired
to have the despatches between the Gov-
ernments.

Hon. Mr. Holion said the gravamen of his
complaint against his honourable friend was
this, that whereas he and Dr. Tupper had
come to Quebec, and there met the Executive
Council of the day in the Executive Council
Chamber. and came to a certain understand-
ing, he (Mr. Tilley) returned to New Bruns-
wick and took up a position entirely at
variance with that understanding, and con-
tinued to charge the Government of Canada
of that day with breach of faith, which he did
not venture to urge when he was in Quebec,
but quite the contrary, acquiesced to the
views then expressed. That honourable gen-
tleman (Mr. Tilley) was then told at Que-
bec-he (Mr. Holton) told him himself, and he
appealed to the member for Cumberland (Dr.
Tupper) to bear him out-that the Govern-
ment considered the Convention of 1862 at an
end. He read the despatch of Governor
Gordon, to which he had referred on the
previous evening, and said it was absurd for
Mr. Tilley to pretend, that as a responsible
Minister of the Crown, he could escape
responsibility as an adviser of His Excellency.

Hon. Mr. Tilley repeated that the position
always held by the New Brunswick Gov-
ernment was, that the agreement was binding
upon the Government of Canada, and said as
far as the despatch of the Lieut.-Governor
was concerned, it was written and sent with
the knowledge of his Council.

Dr. Tupper regretted a matter of this kind
had arisen, but having come up, he felt it his
duty to state frankly the circumstances as he
recollected them. When the Minister of
Customs accompanied him to Canada, after
the negotiations in England, it was assumed
in consequence of the changes of the Gov-
ernment in Canada, that the arrangements of
1862 had fallen through, and he was bound to
say the Government then used no conceal-
ment but acted in an open, frank and ingenu-
ous manner in relation to the position they
held in the matter. They did not undertake to
resume the obligations of their predecessors
in office, but they all agreed that in order to
deal with the subject intelligently and satis-
factorily, it was necessary to have a survey of
road, and they agreed also upon an engineer
who should be appointed for that purpose. It
was right he (Dr. Tupper) should state that
while he was fully authorized by his Gov-
ernment to make final arrangements in the
matter, the Minister of Customs had not the
same authority from the N.B. Government,
and when he returned his colleagues would
not approve of what had been done unless the
Government of Canada agreed to go further
and adopt the propositions of the Quebec
Conference. He (Dr. Tupper) must say the
Government of Nova Scotia occupied very
much the same position as the Government of
Canada, and did not regard the result of the
Quebec Conference as binding in every re-
spect.

Hon. Mr. Dorion thanked the member for
Cumberland for his frank, manly, and straight-
forward statement, and contended it showed
that the Canadian Government was not open
to the charge of bad faith that had been made
against it.

The debate was continued by Messrs. Til-
ley, Huntington, Mackenzie, and Fisher, when,

Hon. Mr. Dorion moved an amendment to
the effect that the line of route of the In-
tercolonial Railway should not be finally
adopted without the previous consent of the
Parliament.

The debate was then adjourned.

The House adjourned at a quarter to two
o'clock.
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Wednesday, December 18, 1867

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

After routine business,

Hon. Mr. Holion suggested that, to expedite
business, the notices of motion be passed
over, and that the Orders of the Day be at
once called. Agreed to.

EXCISE-QUESTION OF LICENSES

The House then resumed the adjourned
debate on the motion of Hon. Mr. Rose-That
the Bill respecting the Inland Revenue be
read a third time, and Mr. Burfon's amend-
ment thereto, and the amendment of Mr.
Mackenzie to said amendment.

Hon. Mr. Rose said that to meet as far as
possible the views of the House he had pre-
pared an amendment ftxing a graduated scale
of licenses to maltsters, and providing that for
the lst class there should be a license fee not
exceeding $200; for 2nd class, not exceeding
$150, and, for 3rd class, not exceeding $100.

Mr. Mackenzie and Mr. Burton severally
said that they were not entirely satisfied with
this amendment, but in view of it they were
willing to withdraw their own amendment.

The bill having been read a third time, Mr.
Rose's amendment was agreed to.

DUTY ON TOBACCO

Mr. Bechard then moved an amendment,
the effect of which was to exempt from
excise duty Canadian tobacco, twisted or
rolled, when offered for sale, as well as that
grown for merely personal consumption.

Negatived: yeas, 20; nays, 104.

Hon. Mr. Carling stated that the law would
press very heavily on maltsters who had en-
tered into large contracts with brewers for
supplying malt. He asked the Finance Min-
ister whether a clause might not be inserted,
providing that the law should not apply to
existing contracts.

Hon. Mr. Rose declined acceding to this
proposition, which, te said, would subject the
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Government to no end of claims, making it
impossible for them to know when the law
really would have effect.

The Bill then passed.

PUBLIC WORKS

On motion of Hon. Mr. McDougall, the
Bill respecting the Public Works of the Do-
minion was considered in Committee of the
Whole, reported, and ordered to be read a
third time at the next sitting of the House.

UNLAWFUL DRILLING, ETC.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Cartier, the Bill
to prevent the unlawful training of persons
to the use of arms, and the practice
of military evolutions or exercises, and to
authorize Justices of the Peace to seize and
detain arms collected or kept for purposes
dangerous to the public peace, was read a
second time. He explained that this was an
extension to the whole Dominion of an Act in
force in the late Province of Canada. Within
the last two or three months the Government
had been informed that deposits of arms had
been made along the frontier on the other
side of the line, and that attempts had been
made to introduce them in some instances
into Canada.

Mr. Mackenzie said the Bill gave very
extraordinary powers to magistrates. It em-
powered a magistrate, on evidence, to seize
arms, and commit to gaol the person in whose
possession they were found. This enabled any
officious magistrate to give unnecessary annoy-
ance to loyal subjects, and te knew that in
some instances the power had been exercised
in a way to cause great hardship. He regret-
ted also that it might be implied from the
passage of the Bill that there were disloyal
persons in this country. That admission te
for one was not prepared to make.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said there was a clause in
the Bill enabling the Governor-General by
proclamation to stop the operation of the law
when te found it to be unnecessary. But for
the present, the Government were prepared
to state on their responsibility that they con-
sidered it necessary to continue this law, and
to extend it over the whole Dominion.
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Mr. Mackenzie said after the declaration
by the Government he had nothing more to
say.

Hon. Mr. Anglin said when he read this
Bill, he felt shocked that Government should
have considered such a measure necessary. It
would create the impression abroad that we
had here a large number of disaffected peo-
ple. He objected strongly to authorizing
Justices of the Peace to commit to prison, on
suspicion, any man found to have in his
possession a rifle or pistol. In times of excite-
ment a very bad and oppressive use might be
made of such a provision. The clause against
military training, also, he thought very sin-
gular in a country where the whole male
population was expected to be trained to the
use of arms. If such a measure was required
at all, he thought provision should be made
for parties getting licenses to carry arms. Any
good and loyal citizen could then if vexa-
tiously interfered with by a magistrate show
his license.

Sir John A. Macdonald did not think this
Bill would convey the impression that we
were a nation of traitors, any more than our
laws against murder and larceny would con-
vey the impression that we were a nation of
murderers or thieves. The people of Canada
were no doubt loyal and true to their Sov-
ereign, but there were amongst them persons
who are disloyal and untrue to their sov-
ereign. He thought there was nothing harsh,
improper, or unusual in the provisions of this
Bill. An ignorant or over zealous magistrate
might no doubt abuse the power given him,
but a similar objection might be brought
against any law. The member for Gloucester
objected to the clause against unlawful train-
ing to the use of arms in a country where
every man was expected to have a military
training. It was for that very reason that the
clause was necessary. When any number of
persons applied to the Government for per-
mission to form themselves into a drill as-
sociation, that permission was always given;
and when persons assembled secretly for drill
without obtaining such permission, the infer-
ence was conclusive that they were organiz-
ing themselves with an unlawful object in
view. As the law formerly stood, the Gov-
ernment had no power to seize arms. Some
time ago, in Toronto, a large depository of
pike heads was discovered ready to be fas-
tened to pike staves deposited in another
place. The person in whose possession they
were found had since gone to the States, and
was a leading man in the Fenian body; but the

[Mr. Cartier (Montreal East) ]

Government on that occasion were not au-
thorized by any law to seize those arms
which they were morally certain were col-
lected for a treasonable purpose.

Hon. T. D. McGee agreed with the Hon.
Premier, that there was no danger to be
feared from any portion of our Canadian
fellow-subjects, believing that the people as a
whole, irrespective of creed or nationality,
were sincerely and loyally attached-in the
best sense of the words loyalty and sin-
cerity-to the institutions under which they
lived, and with which indeed no one of them
could find it possibly to be reasonably dissat-
isfied. He would, however, express his strong
conviction-though with no desire to use
alarmist language-that we were about enter-
ing upon a critical period, and that the next
six months would prove the most critical
period that Canada had ever experienced, to
which assertion he feared that the Ministry
would ere long receive from all sides ample
concurrent testimony. The year 1868 would
be the Presidential year-one of the leap
years of Democracy-which would find the
Executive power in commission-a commis-
sion both in the urban population, both of the
Atlantic seaboard and of the Lakes, to be
held by large seething masses of the com-
munities, worked up to a reckless pitch of
excitement by the course of recent events in
England. The language being used at this
moment by the Fenian press went to urge the
leaders in America to emulation of the devot-
ed men, who in their own phrase, were not
afraid on the other side of the ocean to take
their lives in their hands and to die in the
heart of the enemy's country; and taunted the
inglorious inaction of the recipients of so
much confidence and contribution. In connec-
tion with these manifestations we had infor-
mation that the two wings of the Fenian body
which had been separated for the past three
years had coalesced in New York within the
last day or two. He repeated that he did not
speak as an alarmist, but because he was
sensible of the danger of an undue security,
and had his views as to the possible events of
the next half year corroborated by the ex-
pressed opinion of friends in the United
States, enemies like himself to Fenianism
although not actuated to that hostility as he
was by the same Canadian sentiment. He
should have been glad if this necessary power
had been placed in the hands of Ministers by
unanimous consent of the House and without
any protest having been raised, on the under-
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standing that the Administration would ren-
der a proper account of its exercise for which
they were of course responsible. (Hear, hear.)

Hon. Mr. Anglin desired merely to say that
having heard the explanations of the Gov-
ernment and their explicit declaration of the
necessity for this Bill, he had no desire to
throw any obstacle in the way of its passage.
He desired to give the Government every
necessary power to preserve the peace of the
country.

The Bill was then read a second time.

After the Recess,

On the motion for the third reading of the
Public Works Bill.

Mr. Sproat took exception to the 23rd
clause, which, he considered, placed engineers
who had passed no examination in this coun-
try on a par or above surveyors who had to
spend much time and money in preparing
themselves for their profession.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said that this clause
was merely to enable a survey made by an
engineer to be accepted without being repeat-
ed by a surveyor.

Mr. Sproa moved to strike out the clause.

Mr. Mackenzie asked if this was a want of
confidence motion. (Laughter).

No seconder appeared, and the Bill was
read a third time and passed.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY

The debate was then resumed on the In-
tercolonial Railway Bill, and Mr. Dorion's
amendment to refer the question of route to
Parliament before adoption.

Hon. Mr. Dorion said this was a work of
great importance, and he thought it would be
the first time that such a Bill would pass
without Parliament sanctioning the line. The
object of the motion was not to bind the
House to a route, but merely to obtain the
assent of Parliament before it was adopted.
In England a selection might be made which
would be as unfortunate as that of Ottawa
for the Parliament buildings.

Sir J. A. Macdonald thought it must be
admitted that no time was to be lost. The
Union Act must be carried out immediately
in order to secure the Imperial guarantee.
Until the railway was finished, the Union was
exceedingly imperfect, and if the work was
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not commenced at once we might give up the
idea of beginning till 1869. Government had
no interest in selecting the line except that it
should be for the benefit of the whole coun-
try, and if it were left to them, much of the
work might be done before the House met
again.

Mr. Mackenzie thought it rather a remark-
able theory to say that because gentlemen
opposite were supposed to have a special
interest in the selection of the route, Par-
liament should not express any opinion on
the subject. They were met here for the
special purpose of determining what might be
best for the public good. He considered it of
the highest importance that in a matter in-
volving such large expenditure, Parliament
should be consulted on the serious step to be
taken, namely, the selection of route. The
only argument of the Minister of Justice for
haste was the bargain made with the Lower
Provinces that no time should be lost in the
construction of the road, but an injudicious
selection of route might cause more delay in
finishing the road than if the question were
submitted to Parliament at the outset. His
impression was that it would be better for
Government to spend the whole of the com-
ing summer in obtaining thorough survey
routes than to decide with the information
now in their possession to come to an im-
mediate decision, as the Government evident-
ly intended, might lead to most disastrous
consequences.

Dr. Parker concurred in the remarks of the
member for Lambton. He (Dr. Parker) would
vote against the railway altogether but that it
was made a condition of union. It was said
that the Government had no interests to
serve but those of the people, but we had
warning in the expensive errors in the con-
struction of Public Works in the past. He
thought the experience acquired might enable
the House, if the matter were properly con-
sidered, to arrive at a safe plan on which this
work might be undertaken. The railway was
to be built with the people's money, and their
representatives should have some control
over the work. He objected to the Bill be-
cause it created a double power, partly in the
Commissioners and partly in the Govern-
ment, without any direct responsibility to the
House. He also thought the Government
would be quite as much open to the charge of
acting from political motives in carrying out
the work as if they were doing it directly
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themselves, and as to saving by issuing small
contracts, the object was profit with both
large and small contractors.

Hon. Mr. Cartier advised any one hostile to
the building of the Intercolonial to vote for
the motion of the member for Hochelaga. He
contended that the course proposed by
Government was that rendered necessary by
the Union Act, in order to secure the Im-
perial guarantee. If the selection of route
were left to the Canadian Parliament, they
would have the final approval and not the
Imperial Parliament, as was provided. It was
obvious, he thought, that in selecting a route,
Government could have no other object than
to select that which should afford the best
means of communication between the Prov-
inces, and at the same time prove most valua-
ble as a means of defence. Referring to the
allusion to the selection of Ottawa as the seat
of Government, he said that the question was
left to Her Majesty because it could not be
settled here, and he believed after Montreal,
Ottawa was the best place.

Hon. Mr. Gray said there were two princi-
ples involved which lay at the root of this
discussion; the lst was the adoption and
carrying out of a public work immediately
under the control of Government and
managed by them. Second the mode of its
construction by commissioners. When honour-
able gentlemen on the floor of the House
laid down the principle that Government
should take no part in works of this kind,
they were looking back to a period entirely
antecedent to the present day. When a matter
is merely of a commercial character, it should
be left to private enterprise, but if it partakes
of a national character, it should be managed
by the Government. If you look at the history
of the world at the present day, you will see
that railways have in a degree superseded the
ordinary highways of the country for travel-
ling and traffic. Highways are under the con-
trol of the Government without being under
the control of individuals, and now when
railways were superseding them, the Gov-
ernment should exercise greater control over
them than they now do. In England it is a
matter of serious consideration whether their
railways should not be entirely under the
Government control. In Belgium, railways are
under the control of and are managed by the
Government. In no country in the world is
railway travelling cheaper or managed more
methodically than in that country. There
were few difficulties occurring there owing to
the irregularity of trains, because they were

[Dr. Parker (Wellington Centre).]

managed by railway officials appointed by the
Government and liable to immediate removal.
This Intercolonial Railway affected our na-
tional prosperity, and it was important to the
country that the Legislature, through consti-
tutional means, should have direct control
over it. It was not a constitutional mode to
have control of public works by submitting
them to the decision of the Legislature, but to
submit them to those appointed to deal with
them, and who if they did not manage the
affairs of country property were accountable
to the House. The amendments struck at the
very root of the Constituion in relieving the
Government from that duty. He referred to
the railway in New Brunswick, as an exam-
ple, of an efficiently managed railway under
Government control. If the Intercolonial was
built and managed by Commissioners, the
Government would be responsible for their
act. He referred to the necessity of giving a
committee of the House the privileges of a
judicial tribunal, in order to investigate mat-
ters connected with railways. On this Com-
mittee they could have members from both
sides of the House who would impartially
investigate everything that had taken place in
connection with that work, and they could
pass their censure upon any act they deemed
worthy of it, the Government being responsi-
ble to the House for those acts. He felt a deep
interest in the success of the work, but did
not believe it would yield any immediate
commercial return, and for half a dozen years
it might entail a charge upon the revenue of
the country. Yet the gradual increase of our
resources, the expansion of trade and encour-
agement given to settle the country would
yield a return which would benefit the coun-
try at large. He referred to different routes,
and said whichever route was taken, Halifax
and Saint John had certain advantages of
which they could not be deprived, and in
conclusion recommended the adoption of a
Bill to allow individuals to apply to the
courts of law to get redress from the Gov-
ernment for injuries sustained through their
means.

Mr. Dunkin held that the best mode of
constructing the road was by making it a
Government work. That being so, the ap-
pointment of Commissioners seemed to him
to be the most expeditious and intelligent
way of carrying it out. These Commissioners
would be servants of the public and officers
of Government which would be responsible to
Parliament for their acts. If they did wrong
they could be removed, and if they did wrong
with the consent of Government, this House
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could censure the Government. He was sorry
there had been so much reliance on the part
of the Government in regard to the route to
be chosen, but he recognized the fact that
there were political reasons for the course
they had taken. He looked upon the insertion
of the proposed amendment in the Act, and
sending it to the Imperial Government as
tantamount to passing no act at all, because it
submitted no line for the approval of the
Secretary of State for the Colonies, and re-
served for the final sanction of the House
that which had finally to be approved of by
the Imperial Government.

Hon. Mr. Holton enquired whether he cor-
rectly understood the Minister of Justice to
say Government intended without further
survey to make a selection of route before the
next meeting of the House, and submit it for
the approval of the Imperial Government.

Sir John A. Macdonald replied that Gov-
ernment did not say they would be bound to
settle the route upon the evidence now before
them and the country, namely the surveys
and reports of Major Robinson and Sandford
Fleming. They would consider that evidence,
but before deciding they might find it neces-
sary to have further surveys and further
evidence. They desired, however, that the
great work should be commenced as speedily
as possible during the ensuing Spring, and
considering all the interests involved, Gov-
ernment did not think they were asking too
much in asking to be allowed to have power
in this matter. He thought the consequence of
the question of a route being referred back to
Parliament, would simply be to make this
House the arena for fighting the battle be-
tween the local and confiicting interests of
the two sections of New Brunswick.

Hon. Mr. Holion thought this explicit state-
ment of the Minister of Justice disposed at
once of the whole argument founded on al-
leged delay that would flow fron the passage
of the motion of the member for Hochelaga.
The Government, it appeared, would require
further surveys before recommending the
route, and they all knew that it could not be
done this winter.

Sir John A. Macdonald said he had not said
that. What he did say was that the Govern-
ment might decide on the evidence already
before them, but they might think proper to
have further evidence and further surveys.

Hon. Mr. Holton would venture to say that
preliminary point whether they should have

more evidence or not before coming to a
decision, ought to have been settled before
this time. He did not deny the necessity of
passing a Bill before six months, but it ought
to have been submitted to Parliament im-
mediately after the address in reply to the
speech from the Throne was disposed of. The
flouse was prepared to pass in accordance
with the provision of the Union Act and the
Guarantee Act, but it was not prepared to
pass a Bill which would deprive the people of
this country of all voice in the selection of a
route for the Railway which, at very best in
his judgment, would cost thirty millions, and
at worst forty million-the difference be-
tween the cost of the best line, and the cost
of the worst; andi he very much feared the
worst would be selected if the House were
deprived of all voice in the matter. This
would cause additional outlay to nearly the
sum guaranteed by the Imperial Government,
thus depriving that guarantee of all practical
benefit to this country. No one supposed we
would not pay all obligations incurred, or
that the guarantee would throw any expense
on the Imperial Government. Were we then
for the purpose of saving a portion of the
interest on the sum required to pay for the
work, to be committed to an expenditure
which, unless we were fettered by this guar-
antee, we would not incur that. That was the
dilemma into which the Government would
lead us. He went on to argue at some length
that the selection of the line, involving as it
did an enormous amount of money, ought to
be left wholly in the hands of the House. If
power were given to the Government, and
they acted wrongly, the flouse it was true
could censure them, but it could not repair
the injustice they might do.

Hon. Mr. Anglin said the line must be
selected by some one, and submitted to the
Imperial authority; andi he thought it would
be mainly in the Government to select the
route and submit it to this House. Looking at
the question from a practical point of view, he
could see no objection to the amendment. He
denied that it was peculiarly a New Bruns-
wick question, arguing that Quebec was
deeply interested in Major Robinson's line;
and he believed if the members of the flouse
were frankly asked their opinion, there would
be a very large majority in favour of that
line. (Hear, hear.) Halifax was the objective
point and pursuing that line, there were ad-
vantages which the other lines did not pre-
sent. In a military point of view it had no
rival, but such a consideration was of value
only to the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec,
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the protection of the Lower Provinces requir-
ing no such assistance. The surveys already
procured proved that the Central route was
one which should not be chosen, if any other
could be made available. The Northern line
could be worked at the least expense, and the
population of the district through which it
would pass would furnish more available
useful labour than any other. It would
traverse a great extent of fertile coun-
try, it being a mistake to suppose that it
adhered altogether to the coast, and encoun-
tered a maximum grade through eight miles
only of over 50 feet to the mile, while Mr.
Fleming's route was to be carried over great
rivers of expensive viaducts, with grades
varying from 34 to 70 feet to the mile at an
undulating level, reaching some points to a
height of 1,000, 1100, and as much as 1478
feet above the sea, descending at no great
distance to less than 500 feet. He proceeded
to trace Mr. Fleming's line through its innu-
merable difficulties of bridging, grading, and
level, pointing out that, in 160 miles of its
360, its incline was over 50 feet to the mile;
and to compare it disadvantageously with the
comparatively easy route recommended by
Major Robinson, the cost of which, taken at
its highest possible estimate, would including
its 15 miles of extra length, be actually
considerably less than the, in every way,
inferior Central track through the heart of a
howling wilderness, while it would traverse
some of the most productive tracts of the
whole Dominion. Whether then viewed from
a military or commercial point of regard,
there could be no question as to the compara-
tive merits of the two routes proposed. He
passed over the frontier line altogether, be-
cause the Imperial Government had declared
that they would give no guarantee for its
constructive cost, as being liable to interrup-
tion at any moment in the event of war with
the United States. Upon such a subject he
might in a New Brunswick Legislature ex-
press himself somewhat differently but stand-
ing where he did, could only take into ac-
count the general interests of the entire es-
tablished Confederation, and not those of the
county which he represented, or the city
where he resided, which might derive greater
local benefit from the adoption of another
channel. If the adoption of the Northern line
was made a cardinal point of the policy of
the Government he should accord them as
large a support as he could conscientiously
give to any Administration. (Hear, hear.) He
was entirely in support of constructing the
road under the supervision of a commission

[Mr. Anglin (Gloucester).]

in whose selection he hoped that properly
qualified men would be chosen, who would be
held to a strict account for the expenditure
they should authorize. He elicited from the
Hon. Mr. Cartier that the question as to
whether the Commissioners should be al-
lowed to sit in the House would be answered
when the Government introduced their Bill
affecting the independence of members, and
that the salary of the Chief Commissioner
had not been yet considered.

Mr. Bolton replied in a speech of great
length, using the superiority of the route
through the St. John Valley in a commercial
point of view, and asked whether the peace-
ful interest which it would serve were to be
set aside, from regard to a contingency of
war which might never happen, and denied
that the Imperial Government would refuse
consent to the line he advocated.

Effort had been made on both sides of the
House to obtain an adjournement, it being
then nearly one o'clock, or to eliminate from
the debate discussion as to the comparative
merits of different routes which the Speaker
held to be irregular, and only to be proceeded
with by the indulgence of the House. The
House manifested impatience in a very
marked manner during the speeches of Mr.
Bolton and Mr. MacMillan.

Hon. Mr. McMillan said he would rather
not address the House at this hour, as from
the extraordinary speech just now delivered
by his honourable friend from Charlotte, he
desired to go into this question at greater
length than he could at 2 o'clock in the
morning. (Go on, go on.) His honourable
friend has made sweeping charges and state-
ments which he cannot sustain by facts-he
states that the north is bleak and barren, and
unfit for settlement; will you not be surprised
when I tell you that my honourable friend
never had his feet in any one of the northern
counties, and never had a sight of the north,
even at a distance. I do not desire to say
anything disparagingly of my honourable
friend's county, but I will tell you how high
its fertility has been estimated, by one well
able to judge, and who represented the ad-
joining county in the House of Assembly of
New Brunswick. We were on one occasion
discussing this very question of railway, we
lhad two routes under consideration. An
honourable member, who represented the
County of York, in speaking of the soil
through which the direct line would pass
through the County of Charlotte, stated that
if a "blue jay" had to make a journey
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through that County it would have to take its
provision with it. (Laughter.) He held in his
hand "Perley's hand-book", which speaks of
the soil in the various parts of the Province,
and lie showed that the soil in the County of
Restigouche was unsurpassed, and that this
was the first time the point was disputed, and
that, too, by a gentleman who never was
there. He then went on to show that commer-
cially both the Central and Frontier routes
would be most disastrous. To sustain this
position he quoted from Mr. Fleming's report
to show the population on each route, and
showed that both of these routes would have
to compete with the River St. John, the
Western Extension Railway and all the bran-
ches connected therewith, also with the
Bangor Line, which from Montreal to Saint
John is over forty miles shorter than either
the Frontier or Central lines, as well as with
the Portland Railway, which is two hundred
and eighty-six miles nearer to Montreal than
either of these lines are to Saint John. When
the through and local traffic is divided among
all these competing lines, the Intercolonial
will get very little to do. He showed the
commercial advantages of the Major Robin-
son route in passing through a country not
yet opened up by railway, with the immense
fisheries in the Bay de Chaleur, and un-
developed resources and wealth, and with no
other line to compete with in freight or
passenger traffic. He showed that the Major
Robinson route would pass through counties
in the Province of Quebec, which have eight
million acres of ungranted Crown Lands, and
in the Province of New Brunswick with four
and a half million Crown Lands, the fertility
of which land he showed by various official
reports, while the Central or Frontier route
would pass through counties in New Bruns-
wick with only two and one half million
acres Crown Lands, and the quantity through
which it would pass in Quebec would be but
very limited. He then went on to show the
nature of the country through -which the
Central line would pass. Mountains two thou-
sand feet high, and gulches so deep that the
sun seldom shone upon them-and this is the
country the friends of the Central line are
going to settle and colonize. He said that
Major Robinson, with a large staff, tried for
over two years to find a passage through this
range of mountains, and failed; that Mr.
Fleming, after a few months exploration, re-
ported on a line, the grades of which con-
demned it; that for sixty-seven and one-half
miles the grades were from sixty to seventy
feet per mile, and for twenty-one miles, sev-

enty feet per mile. (Hear, hear.) He said that
an engine of sufficient power to convey one
hundred and forty-four tons with forty feet
grade, was only capable of conveying thirty..
four tons with grades of one foot in fifty, and
that a line with such grades as Mr. Fleming
reported, would be useless for heavy freights.
(Hear, hear.) He then spoke of the easy
grades on the Major Robinson route, which
he showed to be very favourable. He then
went on to show the cost of the two lines,
complained of the manner Mr. Fleming com-
puted the cost of the Major Robinson route,
that he based his calculation of the cost of
the whole route by the cost of the seventy
miles in the Matapedia district, the most
formidable and expensive of the whole line,
and that in addition to that he added ten per
cent to the cost. If lie applied the same rule
to the Central line, and calculated the cost of
it by the most expensive seventy miles, he
would be content, but he neither did that nor
added the ten percent. He said that as to the
national advantages, and as means of defence,
the lines spoken of would not bear a compari-
son; that the advocates of the Frontier and
Central routes themselves admitted this, and
could not define their line either on national
or military grounds, which to this Dominion
is of paramount importance, and of the grav-
est consideration. He approved of the manner
the Government was dealing with this sub-
ject. He said that a great national highway to
the sea should be under the control of the
Government, and not under the control of a
Company, that he had every confidence in the
Government, and was satisfied that they
would meet and carry out the views of the
people's representatives, which have already
been so unmistakably given in favour of the
Major Robinson route, that two-thirds of the
House were in its favour, and he did not
believe that there were ten votes in favour of
the Frontier. He repeated his confidence in
the Government, said they would only have
one object in view, the interest of the Do-
minion, and in carrying out the wishes of the
people as expressed through their representa-
tives.

Hon. Mr. Fisher rose amidst loud cries of
"question", "question." He said he had stayed
in Ottawa for the sole purpose of speaking on
this question, but at this hour he did not
anticipate a hearing from the House. He
hoped the debate would be adjourned till
to-morrow.

Sir John A. Macdonald suggested that the
Bill should be passed through committee to-
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night, and the debate could be resumed on
the question of concurrence to-morrow.

The House then divided on Mr. Dorion's
amendment. Lost-Yeas 35; nays 83.

YEAS-Bechard, Bodwell, Bourassa, Bow-
man, Cheval, Conneil, Coupai, Croke,
Dorion, Fisher, Fortier, Geoffrion, Holton,
Kempt, Kierzkowski, Macfarlane, Mackenzie,
Magill, McLachlan, Mills, Morison (Victoria),
Oliver, Parker, Ray, Redford, Rymal, Savary,
Sproat, Stirton, Sylvain, Thompson (Haldi-
mand), Thompson (Ontario), Tremblay, Wells
and Young-35.

NAYS-Abbott, Ault, Beatty, Bellerose,
Benoit, Bertrand, Blanchett, Bolton, Bodwell,
Brown, Brousseau, Burpee, Burton, Caron,
Cartier, Cartwright, Cayley, Chamberlin,
Cimon, Crawford (Brockville), Crawford
(Leeds), Desaulnier, Dobbie, Drew, Dufresne,
Ferguson, Ferris, Fortier, Gaucher, Gaudet,
Gendron, Gibbs, Grant, Gray, Grover, Har-
rison, Huot, Jordon, Jackson, Johnson, Jones
(Leeds and Grenville), Keeler, Kirkpatrick,

Langevin, Lapum, Little, McDonald (Glen-
garry), Macdonald, Sir J. A., McDonald
(Middlesex), Masson (Soulanges), Masson
(Terrebonne), McCallum, McCarthy,
McDougall, McGee, McGreevey, McMillan
(Restigouche), MeMillan (VaudreuiD, Morris,
Morrison (Niagara), Munroe, Perry, Pinson-
neault, Pope, Poulliot, Pozer, Rankin, Renaud,
Robitaille, Rose, Ross (Dundas), Ross (Prince
Edward), Simard, Simpson, Stephenson, Street,
Tilley, Tupper, Wallace, Walsh, Webb, Wilson
and Wright-total 83.

The Bill was then passed through commit-
tee and ordered to be read a 3rd tine to-mor-
row.

SUPPLY AND STAMP BILLS

On motion of Hon. Mr. Rose, the supply
Bill and stamp Bill were read a second time
and ordered to be read a third time to-mor-
row.

The House adjourned at 20 minutes to two
o'clock.

[Sir .Tohn A. Macdonald (Kingston).]
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Thursday, December 19, 1867

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

ATTEMPT TO GET MORE PAY

The House sat for nearly an hour with
closed doors. The subject of discussion it is
understood being whether Parliament should
prorogue or adjourn. A considerable number
of members were in favour of prorogation,
which would allow a full sessional allowance
of $600 for this part of the session instead of
merely $6 a day. The Government, it is
understood, firmly resisted the proposition,
and it fell to the ground.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY

The doors having been opened, and routine
business disposed of,

Sir John A. Macdonald moved the third
reading of the Intercolonial Railway Bill.

Mr. Fortin-The subject now before the
House is most important to this Dominion,
and it involves also one of the most difficult
questions to solve with a due regard to the
general interests involved. It is important,
because the building of the Intercolonial
Railway will entail an expenditure of some
twenty millions of dollars; and difficult be-
cause on the selection of a route the future
utility of such an expenditure must in great
measure depend. The security of the work in
a military point of view is closely interwoven
with considerations affecting even our na-
tional existence. Difficulties of a minor char-
acter enter into this choice of a line. Local
interests and private views, no less than
sectional influences and individual opinions,
must necessarily become mixed up with the
general question. That these should in some
sense endeavour to influence or mislead pub-
lic opinion both in England and in this coun-
try is to be expected. But the whole question
must be dealt with in a broader sense. It
must be a measure of policy, of necessity, and
defence for the whole Dominion. The country
regards it~as the croWning acf of Union.

Without it Confederation cannot be consid-
ered an accomplished fact. It is not only to
form means of communication between the
different parts of our country, but to unite the
people, and thus form a complete whole of
these Provinces. This road will have another
and still greater advantage-and this is the
principal point of view from which the ques-
tion should be considered-it will, during the
winter months, unite together the remotest
parts of our country, and will for months of
the year be the only means of communication
with the Mother Country.

The route chosen must above all be a
strategic and military one, for the transport
of troops for military operations. This being
admitted it requires to be safe from attack,
and consequently as remote as possible from
the frontier to avoid danger from its com-
munication being interrupted, a delay of only
a few days being of the utmost importance.
The subject of an Intercolonial Railway had
already attracted the attention of the various
Provinces, and many attempts were made to
secure its construction, but without practical
result, until the Imperial Government in-
structed Major Robinson to make a survey of
the country through which the road should
pass. That distinguished officer after an elabo-
rate survey which lasted three years, report-
ed that only one line was possible, and it is
now known as Major Robinson's Line.

In 1864 the Canadian Govermnent em-
ployed Mr. Fleming to make a new survey,
and he explored what is called the Central
Line and the Southern or Frontier Line, mak-
ing altogether three routes proposed for the
railway.

The Frontier Line starting from Rivière du
Loup passes by Temiscouata Lake until it
reaches the St. John River at a place called
Little Falls; thence following the banks of the
St. John River to Woodstock, where it
touches the railway from Woodstock to St.
Andrews. Although this appears to be the
shortest route to the sea by way of St.
Andrews, it is inadmissable as a strategic and
military route, by reason of its following the
United States frontier for more than one half
of its length.
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The second line starting from Rivière du
Loup crosses Abaiviscaoli River, touches
Fredericton, running easterly to coal mines
and thence to the St. John and Shediac
Railway at Apohaqui Station. In a space of
120 miles this line runs within 20 miles of the
United States frontier, whilst it leaves to the
eastward nearly 200 miles of country com-
prised in the Provinces of New Brunswick
and Quebec. It does not in my opinion de-
serve the name of Central, which is given to
it, and would besides be subject to serious
objections on account of its proximity to the
frontier. In the settled part of the country it
would be exposed to attacks, and the blowing
up of some of the large bridges in the unset-
tled part would render the whole line useless.
Besides the scarcity of timber will be a great
objection to the building of the requisite
bridges. One of these will require to be at
least 1,000 feet in length; and where are the
labourers to be found to do this work? Not
along that part of the line, for the country is
a wilderness and unfit for settlement. It is
evident that in case of war with our neigh-
bours this line could not be relied upon, and
would be a mere waste of money.

Let us see, however, if this line would give
us a route free at all times from obstacles. I
need not go over a new description of the
country which is traversed by chains of
mountains reaching a height of 2,000 feet,
forming numerous and enormous slopes. At
each snow storm the valleys would fill up and
render communication impossible. And how
many men and how many days would it take
to clear away these accumulations of snow?
Imagine the trains being stopped between
Halifax and the interior; and more than that,
fancy them being stopped with troops on
board. To what miseries will they not be
exposed in a wholly unsettled country. This
line has therefore nothing to commend it as a
strategic and military route.

Extract from Mr. Fleming's report, showing

I have now to examine Major Robinson's
line. Starting from Rivière du Loup it runs to
Trois Pistoles, thence to Neigette, and follows
up the Matapedia Valley to Restigouche, and
after running along the river strikes New
Brunswick at a distance of about 187 miles
from Rivière du Loup. Following the right
bank of the Restigouche River for 12 miles, it
touches Dalhousie and crosses the Nipissiguit
River. From thence running in a south-west-
erly direction it crosses Miramichi River,
touches Moncton, near the Petitcodiac, and
thence into Nova Scotia, joining the Halifax
Railway to Truro. Let us examine if this line
answers the purposes of a military and
strategic route. At Rivière du Loup it is 30
miles distant from the United States frontier,
at Trois Pistoles 45 miles, at Matapedia 72
miles, and in New Brunswick the nearest
point is Indiantown, which is still 97 miles
distant from the frontier. Major Robinson's
route therefore answers admirably the re-
quirements of a military route, by reason of
its distance from the United States frontier,
and protected as it is from attack by the
difficulty of approaching it through a moun-
tainous and thickly wooded country.

Would this route, however, answer the oth-
er requirements of a military route, and be
open during the whole year, and above all
during winter? I unhesitatingly say yes, and
the more so since I have travelled over the
greater part of this route. This line will pass
through a comparatively level country, and
where observation has shown that snow
storms are of less frequent occurrence, and
even should these occur labourers will be
found at hand to remove the obstructions.

The better to understand the difficulties of
building both lines I will read from Mr
Fleming's and Major Robinson's reports, to
show that whilst Major Robinson's route is
very easy to build, it is almost impossible to
overcome the disadvantages of the Central
route.

the grades and slopes of No. 6 Central Line:

Under From From From From From
20 feet 20 to 30 feet 30 te 40 feet 40 te 50 feet 50 te 60 feet 60 te 70 feet 70 feet

Level miles per mile per mile per mile per mile per mile per mile per mile

3 13.00 0.30 2.50 1.90 3.80
5 30.60 15.10 9.60 8.70 7.30 3.20 3.20
0.80 9.00 5.30 1.80 2.00 1.00 1.10 11.30
6.50 6.20 3.50 7.00 2.20 5.50 13.50 5.60
8.30 15.00 2.80 9.60 3.80 3.70 6.80 1.00
16.60 21.40 9.10 3.80 1.70 1.00 8.00
8.10 3.50 1.10 3.00 5.50 5.10
3.40 1.50 2.30 2.40 1.70 11.60 8.70

51.70 100.30 39.50 36.70 25.00 39.40 46.40 21.10

[Mr. Fortin (Gaspé)]
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Extract from Major Robinson's report show- Quebec to Halifax, according to Capt. Hen-
ing the grades and slopes of his survey from derson, Royal Engineers:

Level and less From From From
than 20 feet 20 to 40 feet 40 to 50 feet 60 to 70 feet 70 feet

per mile per mile per mile per mile per mile

439 miles 150 miles 23 miles 4 miles None

These statements will show at a glance the
superiority of the Robinson line over the
Central. For the first 365 miles the grade is
under 70, only 4 miles of 60 to 70, and 19
miles from 50 to 60, whilst Mr. Fleming's
survey crosses on a length of 360, 10 miles,
21,00 miles, grade of 75 feet per mile; 46,40 of
60 to 70 feet, and 39,40 miles of 30 to 60.

However important are the above consider-
ations, it must not be lost sight of that there
are some others equally important, namely
the interests of commerce and colonization,
and the fisheries, Let us examine how these
different interests can be better promoted by
the various lines. First, the Frontier route
being the shortest to the sea, could in time of
peace be more useful to the trade during
winter, than the others, should the American
authorities devise any obstacles to the transit
of goods, which we import via New York,
Boston and Portland. But as the closing of
these ports and the restrictions imposed on
our trade with the United States would un-
doubtedly be attended with further hostilities,
this route would then become useless, as
above stated. No merchant from Ontario or
Quebec would think of using it so long as the
United States routes are open to him, and if
war compelled him to adopt the Frontier
route, it would become useless, as single
bands can take and -destroy it. It would be of
some advantage to colonization, as it passes
through a partly settled, or cultivable, coun-
try along Lake Temiscouata and River St.
John; but for the development of our fisher-
ies, it would be of no use whatever.

Then comes the Central route. For general
benefit it is less advantageous than the
Frontier route, being longer, and as to its
advantages to the trade they would be nil, as
it passes through an unsettled and barren
country. The same as regards colonization.

Major Robinson's route is shorter than No.
6 Central by 13 miles, and No. 5 by 34 miles,
and even shorter than the Frontier by 24
miles. And Halifax being the port which must
connect us with Rivière du Loup, it follows
that Major Robinson's line meets all the in-

tentions of the proposed Bill. The distance
between Rivière du Loup and Saint John is a
little shorter by the Central than by Major
Robinson's route; but as a railway would be
of use only in case the United States
authorities should close theirs, or during a
war, and as a matter of security products
would be then sent to Halifax, it follows that
Major Robinson's line would then be still
more advantageous. In a commercial point of
view, its advantages more than equal those of
the Frontier route, whilst they are far superi-
or to the Central; the land on each side being
in great part settled, and for a distance of
15,20 and 30 miles on each side the soil is
fertile and fit for culture. This will be a great
source of support to this road, besides the
passenger traffic. Settlements will be formed
as on the line from Quebec to Rivière du Loup,
and everybody is aware of the large freight
and passenger traffic done by this road. As. a
colonization road Major Robinson's route
offers immense advantages to Canada. The
Peninsula of Gaspé is larger than several
European Kingdoms, and could keep and
maintain half a million of souls, if it was all
settled. But it is almost a desert for want of
means of communication. On the St. Law-
rence, from Ste. Anne des Monts to Fox
River on an extent of country of more than
1,200 miles there are no highways, even no
footpaths, and travelling has to be done along
the beach. The mail to Gaspé is carried in
this manner by the courier once a week.
Everyone will understand how difficult and
irregular this service must be during the
winter. I hope, therefore, that the Govern-
ment will see the necessity of opening this
route, which is to be of such importance to
the colonization, agriculture, and fisheries of
this part of the country. The selection of
Major Robinson's route is equally advanta-
geous to New Brunswick as to Canada, as so
ably shown by the honourable members for
the Counties of Gloucester and Restigouche.

I now come to the benefits to be derived by
our fisheries from the building of an Inter-
colonial Railway. The Frontier route would
pass at a distance of not less than 100 to 200
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miles from the Gulf. The Central Lines, al-
though nearer by some 30 miles, would be
almost as useless. Major Robinson's Line
passing at a distance of about 8 miles from
Father Point, could easily be connected with
this locality, so important to the navigation of
the St. Lawrence. The products of the fisher-
ies of Restigouche could be collected there,
and from thence shipped to Canadian and
Western markets. It touches also at Camp-
bellton, Dalhousie, and connects with Ni-
pissiguit and Miramichi Rivers. These rivers
abound with salmon, and with Major Rob-
inson's line it will become easy to export
them fresh to the different cities of the Do-
minion and to the United States. Now these
have to be pickled, or put in tins, thereby
losing their value, and consequently, for want
of communication with the great centres,
these fisheries could not attain the same
development as if there was an outlet for
their products. However, if our fluvial fisher-
ies will benefit by the selection of Major
Robinson's route, what shall I say of our
inexhaustible maritime fisheries, with means
of communication, which will enable us to
send our products to all parts of this conti-
nent? We are now indebted to the United
States for our supply of fresh sea fish, for
which we pay high prices. Why not throw the
scale on our side? Would it not be a patriotic
and national idea? Dalhousie is only two
miles from Baie 'des Chaleurs; and I am not
afraid to say that at the mouth of this Bay,
on the neighbouring coast to Cape Gaspé on
the coast of New Brunswick, and on the bank
of Miscou are the finest cod fishing banks in
the world. Miscou bank may be compared to
the banks of Newfoundland by reason of the
large quantity of fish congregating there; and
although smaller than the banks of New-
foundland, the quantity of codfish caught
there every year is enormous. The herring
fishery of Baie des Chaleurs is so abundant
that the whole of the produce cannot be used
or exported. Mackerel, haddock, halibut, lob-
sters, oysters, are also found in great quanti-
ties; and when a railway connects Dalhousie
with other ports on the coast of New Bruns-
wick, this traffic will attain immense propor-
tions. I am perhaps going too far; I see as a
reality my most ardent wishes, and I see with
eyes of hope this Intercolonial route bringing
activity, progress, wealth, life in short, into
these localities, which for want of easy and
constant communications during summer and
only by intervals during winter, have not
attained the hundredth part of the state of
development of which they are susceptible.

[Mr. Fortin (Gaspé)]

To show how great would be the advan-
tages to our fisheries of a line touching at
Baie des Chaleurs, I will give a statement of
the products of our fisheries on the above
mentioned coasts.

COUNTY OF BONAVENTURE

The fishermen of this county have in 1866
caught the following quantities of fish:

pounds
Codfish ......................... 2,322,250
Haddock ....................... 88,500
Lung ........... .......... ..... 15,000
Mackerel ......................... 5,600
Herring ........................ 2,162,100
Smoked Herring ................. 28,000
Halibut ............ ..... ........ 2,250
Salmon .................. ....... 106,318
Trout ............................. 4,000
Cod tongues and sounds ........ 2,800
Eels ............................ 1,600

Total ....................... 4,769,218

Herring used as manure ........ 400,000
Capelin used as manure ........ 1,455,400
Flat fish used as manure ........ . 320,000
Smelts used as manure .......... 200,000

Total ...................... . 2,375,400

COUNTY OF GASPE
Codfish ......................... 23,903,250
Haddock ........................ 418,000
Ling ........................... 38,250
Mackerel ............ ........... 579,000
Herring ........................ 1,563,600
Halibut ......................... 73,600
Tunny .......................... 2,000
Salmon ......................... 69,708
Trout .......... ..... ......... . 9,779
Eels ............................. 12,000
Cod tongues and sounds ..... ... 58,273

Total ....................... 26,727,460

COUNTY OF RIMOUSKI
Codfish ......................... 1,096,500
Haddock ........................ 18,000
Herring ........................ 825,400
Sardines ........................ 510,400
Halibut ........................ 45,000
Salmon ......................... 3,503
Eels and Trout ............... 9,400

Total ....................... 2,508,203

Capelin used as manure ........ . 326,000

December 19, 1887



COMMONS DEBATES

Total for the three Counties .

To this amounit should be added th
fish caught on the coast of New
Brunswick, Baie des Chaleurs
and on the banks of Miscou

Or 23,353 tons, (hear, hear).
These statistics show that large

valuable fish are used as manure:
a market. Are not these large
wealth, and would not the freig
products contribute to the mainte
Northen route? To this should be
freights of the products of Gaspe
ter, and of the supplies requir
fishernien. It would be the san
Brunswick on the whole leng
route. The advantages of Major
route have been already ably ad
the representatives of that Provi

The development of our fisher
adoption of this route, will, I re
immense. The Gulf shores being i
cation with all parts of the c
number of fishermen will be do
instead of 40,000 as now, we shall
80,000 in the Dominion. These
trained to the hard labours of f
become defenders of the country
danger. The advantages of Major
route for this great work, which
the country so many millions, are:
bly favourable to our fishing in
Frontier and Central routes bri
advantages.

In an economical point of v
Robinson's line speaks for itself
mates reach only $35,000, whilst
the others cannot be under $46,000

I have perhaps tried the indulg
House, but feeling so deep and
interest in the subject, I could not
opportunity to pass without exp
sincere convictions in favour of wi
me the most desirable route.
resuming my seat, I may add
confident the present administ
make a wise selection, in accor
views expressed by so many mem
House, both on the Ministerial and
sides. The country looks for a ch
line which will best promote Unior
op our commercial, agricultural.
resources, whilst it advances colon
at the same time present advar

. 36,706,281 military and strategic work. If al these re-
quirements be allowed due weight, I feel no
doubt of the choice being Major Robinson's
line. (Hear, hear and cheers.)

* 10,000,000 Hon. Charles Fisher-I feel some embar-
_________rassment in rising to address the House at this

46,706,281 laie period o! the session, when there 15 50
_________much important business to be disposed of,

and when members are anxious to return
home; but I have no alternative. I regret that

numbers of the local differences in New Brunswick
for want of should be brought into this arena, as we
sources of heard enough from our Nova Scotia friends
ht of these in the early part of the session, to warn us
nance of a against the effects of a similar exhibition on
added the our part. I entertain a strong opinion as to

during win- the proper route for the railway; but I was
ed by the willing to abide the result of the survey, 50
e in New satisfied am I that if an honest, thorough, and
th of the impartial survey is made, the arrangements
Robinson's in favour of the lime that I advocate will 50

vocated by preponderate in every respect that it will
nce. vindicate itseif. I think very little good will be
ies by the derived from this discussion, as every one
peat it, be will argue from his own stand point; but as
n communi- the question of route has been raised, i is
ountry, the due to the constituency that I represent, and
ubled, and to ail the interests on the southern side o!
soon count New Brunwick, whose confidence I believe I

brave men, enjoy, to as large an extent as any other
ishing, will nember of the Legisiature, to present their
in time of views on the subject, and I have remained in
Robinson's Ottawa another day for the purpose of ad-
must cost dressing the House. I am no stranger to the

immeasura- Intercolonial Railway. I have o!ten addressed
dustry. The my own people upon the subject, and have
ng no such urged upon them its manifold advantages,

and that, great as would be the charge, it
would produce corresponding benefits. Long

iew, Major before my learned friend !rom West Montreal
. The esti- came to Canada, I had advocated its con-
the cost of struction for the purpose o! developing the
per route. vast resources of these United Provinces. I
ence of the imagine that I have done as much to promote
special an it as any two men in this House from New
permit this Brunswick. I cannot understand why the
ressing my honourable member should have come from
hat seems to his sick-bed to attack me, before I had
And before uttered a word on the subject. He stated that
that I feeltato I fel I wanted the road to run through my garden.
ration will
d with the I can assure him that there is a railway being
bers of this built by the energy and enterprise of my
Opposition friends and constituents, as near my garden

oice of that as I could desire. Such is the territorial
and devel- extent of the county which I have the honour

and fishing of representing, that either o! the Inter-
ization, and colonial lines, except the Northern, wi pass
tages as a through it. As he referred to the remark I
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made relating to the effect of some of the
legislation upon the Maritime Provinces, I
can only state that I do not retract anything
that I have said upon the subject. I have full
faith in the Union, but it is very clear that
the Government is ignorant of the wants and
interests of our people, and their conduct will
alienate their friends. From some cause or
other it never contained a fair share of popu-
lar influence in the Lower Provinces, and the
recent votes have proved that it does not
enjoy the sympathy of any portion of them in
this House. I voted last night for the motion
of my honourable friend from Hochelaga be-
cause I believe that so important a question,
involving so much money, should not be
decided without an appeal to the judgment of
Parliament. So far from this cause violating
any constitutional principle, it is in strict
accordance with the practice of the constitu-
tion, as the Government after having agreed
upon the route would be compelled to submit
it as a part of their policy; and if, sustained
by the weight of their influence, it could not
stand the scrutiny it was an evidence that it
ought not to be adopted. A vote of non-confi-
dence after a wrong selection would not re-
pair the evil. My learned friend from Brome
has disposed of the whole question with the
dash of a pen. He said if you want the Une
that has easy grades, and can be built cheap-
ly, the Northern must be selected: if the
honourable member manages the finances of
Quebec after this fashion, he will soon make
shipwreck of his Government. If you prefer
the longest, the most expensive and the least
productive line, then by all means build the
Northern; but do not flatter yourselves with
the belief, that it will command much of the
travel and traffic of New Brunswick, or even
of Ontario or Quebec. The honourable mem-
ber for Gloucester stated that he was as
much in earnest about the Northern line as
any member from Quebec; to say the least,
that was a very ambiguous statement, and I
think it might be difficult to ascertain how
much support the honourable member was
prepared to give it, for it does so happen that
some of the most powerful arguments urged
against the adoption of that line, both in the
press and otherwise, were employed by him.
He reminded me of a gentleman who took a
prominent part in Canadian affairs in Lord
Metcalf's time. You all remember the event
of the Parliament which was called after the
resignation of Messrs. Baldwin and
LaFontaine, what extraordinary things were
done, and how much after the manner of the
other side of the line, they settled contested

[Mr. Fisher (York, N.B.)]

elections, and preserved a small majority,
upon the principle that might controls right.
A member who distinguished himself in those
days exercised his action on the plea that
every public man had three consciences, one
was the real moral sense, that which was
influenced by morality and the higher princi-
ples of Christianity, and one was his political
conscience, and he, too, like all neophites who
have been suddenly converted to any new
faith, was exceedingly zealous in propagating
the dogmas he has espoused. Major Robin-
son's survey has been referred to, but we
should bear in mind that when that survey
was made, there was existing an entirely diff-
erent state of things. The British Government
was expected to build the line, and the differ-
ent Provinces only to contribute according to
their means, and the costs and paying charac-
ter of the work were not of much promi-
nence, as the great burden of the expense
would devolve upon the Imperial Govern-
ment. Now that we are to build it, other
considerations must enter into the question.
The debt of the Dominion would not be
carried beyond a certain amount without re-
sorting to taxation too burdensome to be
borne; we are therefore compelled to make
the railway and every other public work we
construct, which increases our indebtedness,
as reproductive as we can. It might even
havc been politic to contribute a sum annual-
ly for a limited period, twenty years say, as
was then proposed, to secure a line of railway
in a part of the Dominion least likely to have
it, if left to the energy of the people, or the
remunerative character of the road; but now
that the whole expense will fall upon our-
selves, we must bear in mind that every
additional burden increases the tariff, and
renders the approach to the principles of free
trade more difficult. Other than military con-
siderations must enter into this question. The
commercial and economical aspects are the
more important now; even for military pur-
poses, notwithstanding all that has been said
about the Frontier Line, General Eyre, a
Britsh oficer, has given his opinion that a
Frontier Line by the Valley of Saint John,
from the Grand Falls down, is the best. I do
not propose to takze that line, but a Central,
which will run at its nearest point as far
from the boundary of Maine as the Grand
Trunk at Rivière du Loup. While I am in-
clined to respect the prejudices of those who
are influenced in some degree by the military
view of the question, I wish to state as I did
in moving the Address in reply to the Speech,
that I am not in favour of a large expendi-
ture for military purposes. I would maintain
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an efficient military organization, and incur
such a moderate expenditure as would be
satisfactory to the British Government, and
assure them that we are alive to our respon-
sibilities and ready and willing to do our
duty as good subjects of the Queen; this will
be sufficient even for appearance sake. I am
not one of those who are influenced by a
craven fear of our country, I do not agree
with those who say it cannot be defended.
Our fathers defended it, and maintained their
position when we were a very small people,
and our resources limited. I believe their
sons will never forget that they are freemen,
and if the time of trial should ever come, will
prove that they are worthy of their sires. I
have no idea of holding this Canada of ours
upon sufferance. Let us respect ourselves, and
we will be respected. If any difficulty should
occur with our neighbours, I think our people
can give a good account of themselves, but
they are under heavy bonds to keep the
peace, from their enormous debt, and as they
are the same kith and kin with ourselves, I
believe the rivalry will not be hereafter in
arms, but in the peaceful triumphs of
civilization and of progress. If we have ten
years of peace and development, we shall
become a great power in the earth, and we
require our means for the purpose of improv-
ing our country, and making it fit to live in
and worth defending. Better construct the
Intercolonial Railway without the guarantee,
where from the cost of the work, the charac-
ter of the country it traverses, and the busi-
ness it will command, it will be to a certain
extent reproductive; than with the guarantee
on a line which from its cost, length, and
position, will not pay working expenses; such
a work would hang like a millstone round our
necks forever. We have one monument of
folly in old Canada; these buildings; do not
let new Canada erect another. The Imperial
Government have admitted the altered state
of things, for in the former proposal to aid it,
it was stipulated that they should select the
route. But by the present arrangement the
line is to be selected by the Government of
Canada, and approved of by the Secretary of
State. Few railways in this new country
would pay the interest of the money invested
in their construction, but it is desirable that
the Intercolonial should be made as produc-
tive as possible. In the book, which my honour-
able friend from Charlotte said was inspired
by the Minister of Marine, some extraordi-
nary arguments are put forward; that any
line running near the frontier or on the south
side of New Brunswick, would derive a cer-
tain amount of business from Maine, and was

in that respect objectionable. What do the
men of Ontario say to that? You have always
evinced a great desire to have your canals
enlarged and improved; the expense of this
work is greatly exaggerated in the Maritime
Provinces, and I always expressed myself
favourable to this improvement, so soon as it
could be prudently done. I know you do not
desire it for the mere purpose of providing
for the growing wants of Western Canada,
but as there are half a dozen States on your
border, you expect to draw the traffic of these
States down through Canada to the Ocean.
and you will not enquire whether a barrel of
flour, or a bushel of corn, comes from Mi-
chigan or Canada: you will gladly receive the
toll from any source, unquestionably this is
the policy which has influenced the Gov-
ernment in dealing with that question in the
past. The author of this book, recognizing the
difficulty of building the Northern Line, in
consequence of the expense, and the hope-
lessness of any line contributing towards its
support, that did not make Saint John its
winter port, has suggested what he called a
Northern Central. If it is necessary to secure
the harbour of Saint John for the first winter
port of Canada, common sense teaches what
future experience will every day prove, that
the necessities of commerce will seek the
shortest road to that port; and if the
Intercolonial takes a circuit route, through a
poor and slowly improving country, the trade
and travel of Canada will flow down to that
port through the American and other roads,
which are now being constructed. The North
Central, so-called, is simply an absurdity, it
takes the course of the true North Line until
it gets within a few miles of Newcastle, on
the Miramichi River, and then instead of
following by the shortest line towards Hali-
fax, via Moncton, through Kent, the only
remaining Northern country, it makes a long
detour through part of the counties of
Queen's and King's to the Apohaqui-the
point where a Central Line would strike.
Why this should be called Central I know
not, except that it adopts the Central ter-
minus, for in no part does it run through the
centre of the Province. I have heard the
selection of the site for the Seat of Govern-
ment so often thrown upon the British
Government, that I hope no attempt will be
made to impute to them any mistakes which
may occur in this matter. I have no doubt
that any line the Government of Canada
selects will be approved, as the Imperial
authorities have no other object but our
good; we have often experienced their
munificence, and witnessed their magnanimi-
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ty. I have at different periods of time, had
communication with the Imperial Govern-
ment upon the subject. In 1858, in company
with Messrs. Smith, Cartier, Galt, Ross,
Tupper, Henry and Dickey, I had frequent
interviews with the Colonial Secretary and
am satisfied that they care very little about
the line. If they have any preference at all I
incline to the opinion that it is for the Cen-
tral, and this probably is the reason why it is
attempted to give a Northern Line that desig-
nation. No Colonial Minister ever entered
more zealously into this question of the In-
tercolonial Railway than the late Duke of
Newcastle; and I understand that he stated
that though he himself saw no objection to a
line running along the border, he thought
from prudential motives, and to meet the
objection and prejudices of some, it would be
the safest course to adopt a Central Line,
which should preserve a distance of fifteen
miles from the American boundary. What
Ontario and Quebec require, is the shortest
route to the ocean for the heavy productions.
Halifax from being the foreland, the nearest
point to the Old World on the great Atlantic
ferry, must always command the passenger
travel and certain light freight. The only
ports open in winter are Saint John, Saint
Andrews, and L'Etang, and the harbours on
the Bay of Fundy. If the Intercolonial Rail-
way does not offer to the western part of the
Dominion the shortest outlet to these parts, it
never could command their traffic. The roads
in progress, and other lines and extensions
connecting them with the west would be
constructed, and perform the real function
that the Intercolonial is intended to dis-
charge. If the men of the west can make up
their minds, that the Dominion can afford to
throw away millions upon a line which will
be expensive to build, difficult to keep, (from
the nature of the country it traverses) and
not likely to command much traffic, the
Northern will enable them to do so. If on the
other hand, they want to save all the money
they can, then build the best central line
through the country most fitted for agricul-
tural purposes, in the most progressive part
of New Brunswick, where from the settle-
ments, and the connections of other lines, it
will be easier maintained, and produce more
revenue. I have heard it stated in this House,
by different gentlemen, that this Dominion is
about to expend a large sum in the construc-
tion of this road, for the sole benefit of New
Brunswick, as if some great favour was about
to be conferred upon us. If you select the
Northern Line, two-thirds of the people will

[Mr. Fisher (York, N.B.)]

never use it. You know that the Union was
sought for by the statesmen of Canada, and I
think wisely, to give you what my friend, the
Minister of Militia calls the Maritime ele-
ment. There was a time, when you were
afraid that the United States authorities
would abolish the bonding system, and de-
prive your merchants and corn growers of
the means of transit over their railways. If
such an event should occur in the winter
time, Ontario and Quebec would be complete-
ly land-locked. It is to make these Provinces
independent of the effect of such action that
this railway is to be built. Its construction
will prevent such a state of things arising, for
if the productions of the West were driven
from the American roads by fiscal regula-
tions, they would be transported on the In-
tercolonial Railway, the very existence of
which would prevent the occurrence. I was a
member of the New Brunswick Assembly and
well remember when Major Robinson's sur-
vey was made. The late George Young, of
Halifax, visited the different Provinces to
induce the Legislatures to unite in procuring
it. Major Robinson was appointed by the
British Government, and made a complete
exploration and survey of the Northern Line,
and stated that he could not find a centre
line, though he admitted the desirableness of
it, but said that from necessity, he was com-
pelled to allopt the Bay of Chaleur route, as
the different attempts to get through the
centre ended in what he called a cul-de-sac.
The only attempts he made were from the
previous knowledge of the country, least like-
ly to succeed, as the descent into the Valley
of the Tobique was then the most sudden.
Mr. Wilkinson, one of the engineers, contend-
ed that if he had been allowed time to
explore the country, a good Central line could
be found, and that Major Robinson might
have known that his experiments were made
in the wrong place. The lumberers, also ac-
quainted with the country, asserted that there
would be no difficulty whatever in finding
such a line; subsequent researches have
proved the correctness of these opinions. Mr.
Baillie, the Surveyor-General, and an English
engineer, who had full information as to the
country, suggested a central route by the
Valley of the Keswick as being the shortest,
and possessing more advantages than any
other. Mr. Fleming had no difficulty in
finding several central lines, but he stated
"that his survey could not be considered more
than a mere exploration, the means at his
disposal, with the short time allowed for the
service, rendered it impossible to accomplish
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more than a rough and rapid survey, in all
probability not the best." He says that he has
no doubt that by a further survey he can
shorten the distance some thirty miles. Mr.
Light also explored a Central Line. It would
be impossible for a person not acquainted
with the country, to form an accurate esti-
mate of the relative fitness and cost of the
different lines, without a thorough survey of
the whole country, and it would be sound
policy to make it before determining the
route, as the improper location of a few miles
would defray the expense of a season survey.
Each line should be examined by the same
engineer, and the expense of each computed.
The honourable member for Gloucester,
has read extracts from Fleming's report to
show the height of land in that part of the
Central Route, which lies in the upper part of
New Brunswick, but has omitted to read in
the same connection that he had stated "that
the mountain ranges are separated by low
lying water channels, which may be men-
tioned: Lake Temiscouata, River Toledi,
Squattie Lake, besides branches of Green
River; several of these do not exceed five
hundred feet above the sea line." Major
Robinson requires fourteen bridges to cross
the Matapedia River, from 120 to 150 yards
each. Fleming is of the opinion that the
number can be greatly reduced, but he pro-
poses some very expensive work instead.
Major Robinson says, "from the St. Lawrence
to the Restigouche is a vast tract of high
land, intersected in every direction by deep
valleys and vast ravines. Height of land, full
of lakes and the mountain ranges rise to a
great elevation. The only available valley is
the Matapedia for the distance of 70 miles.
Rock formation nearly all slate. Generally
speaking it is unfit for cultivation, and of a
gravely, rocky soi." At one point he states
that "the river turns almost at right angles,
shut in by rocky precipices, 150 feet high at
the south. For 35 miles from the Forks to the
Restigouche, the river flows through a rocky
gorge, with many twists and windings be-
tween the banks, varying from 800 to 1,000
feet in height. These in many places are very
precipitous and rise immediately from the
river edge, but frequently there is a narrow
margin favourably situated for a railway." In
another place after describing the valley of
the Matapedia, he says "twenty miles of the
valley will prove expensive, but the grades
will be easy." I may observe that easy grades
can be had in any country, if money enough
is expended. "At Lewis rocks, fifty-eight miles
from Matapedia, it will be necessary either to

divert the river or form a tunnel 1,300 feet.
The work is unusually heavy." I have not
tirne to enumerate the miles of expensive
bridges necessary to cross all the rivers on
which the North Line must run, but as a
sample I give you the Miramichi, which is
only 2,000 feet long. I will not detain the
House with extracts from the reports, but
will refer to a book which you can all exam-
ine at any time-the book of nature. You all
know that where a country is full of rivers
and lakes, as is the case in New Brunswick,
there will be no difficulty in finding a favour-
able line of railway, and you likewise know
that the line which passes close to the sea
and near the mouths of great rivers, must be
more expensive to build than one which
crosses these rivers at their sources. The first
24 miles of Trois Pistoles is common to all
lines. From that point a Central Line by the
valley of the Keswick, and extending to the
Apohaqui, on the European and North
American Railway, offers the most advan-
tages in every respect. It runs nearest to the
direct air line on the eastern side of the Saint
John. It is the shortest and will cost the least.
It will pass through the best land and the
most progressive part of New Brunswick;
through a country rapidly filling up with peo-
ple, where there is abundant water power,
gypsum, limestone, iron and coal. From Trois
Pistoles to Green River, passing the Squattie
Lake, a distance of above 66 miles, the grades
are generally described as easy and the coun-
try fit for settlement. Mr. Lawson says "the
country generally has been lumbered over,
there are no heavy pine or spruce. It is well
watered, most of it eligible for settlement. In
no part did I meet with bad land, in many
places soil superior to the land settled near
Trois Pistoles. From Green River to the
mouth of the Nashwack there is a parallelo-
gram of about 35 miles by 150, containing
from two to three millions of acres of land of
the finest quality, the very garden of New
Brunswick. Fleming says, judging from the
portion cleared on the lower part of the
Keswick Valley, the soil must be of a superi-
or quality. This part of the Province is set-
tling rapidly. It is full of small rivers and
streams, upon which there is much interest,
and the high land is generally covered with a
growth of fine hard wood, rock maple, and
the like, with swales in which are butternut
and hemlock. From Green River to the To-
bique is a magnificent country-settlements
are forming in all directions on the streams
which run into the St. John and Tobique. It
crosses the Tobique about 40 miles from its
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mouth, and 20 miles below navigation by
Durham boats. This is a noble river, supplied
with numerous tributaries; it is skirted with
intervales, some of which extend a mile from
the shore, and has also extensive quarries of
fine gypsum. The line in its progress to the
head of the Keswick can be connected with
the Frontier Line at Woodstock, by a branch
of about 25 miles, and a bridge across the
River St. John, which has been provided for.
This opens up direct communication to St.
John, St. Andrew, and St. Stephen-terminus
of the Railway. As an evidence of the rapidi-
ty with which the country is settling, I may
mention that in the Northeast part of
Carleton, lying midway between the Tobique
and Keswick, where seven years ago there
was not an inhabitant, there are now five
hundred families, with five buildings, neat
places of worship and good school houses.
From the Tobique to the north branch of the
Miramichi, passing the head of the Nashwack
to the Keswick, the line follows the valley of
that stream to the Saint John. In a large
portion of the country the settlements extend
tier upon tier, to the distance of twenty-five
miles from the river, and they are rapidly
uniting. The grades through a great part of
this section are easy, though it contains the
portions in which they are the heaviest. The
line can be connected with Saint John by
western extension, by a few miles of railway
and a bridge across the river near Freder-
icton, and would form the shortest road to the
ocean nearest to the air line. Until a bridge is
erected the river can easily be crossed on ice
in winter, or by two good steamboats, which
constantly ply while the navigation is open.
From the Nashwaak to the Apohaqui, 81
miles, the country is generally settled; the
soil is good, except over the coal fields; the
line passes over the navigable waters of the
Grand Lake, a sheet of water about 23 miles
long by 6 wide, surrounded with good farm
and milling establishments, where steamers
ply betwixt it and the City of Saint John,
while the river is open near this point it
passes over the extensive coal fields of that
region. In this section the grades are easy.
Assuming that the survey does not shorten
the distance, lessen the grades, and improve
the character of the line, generally, which is
not at all probable, it offers advantages far
beyond any other. Even now the grades gener-
ally speaking are favourable, the highest are
not greater than between Truro and Halifax,
the last sixty miles of the whole line, and
they only occur in particular spots, where
more power can easily be applied by station-
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ing additional engines on parts of the line.
The author of the book urges that the line
run for some miles from Trois Pistoles to
near the American boundary, although it
maintained a greater distance than the Grand
Trunk at Rivière du Loup, because the land
near the Rivière du Loup is poor, and the
land along this part of the lines was good and
would soon be inhabited. No doubt, the gener-
al excellence of the soil through which the
road passes is one of the advantages it
possessed, but as it draws towards the bound-
ary it has the River St. John between it, and
at the Grand Falls, where the nearest ap-
proach is desirable, the river is impassable.
The most amusing part of this book relates to
the snow, which is said to be always less near
the seacoast, as it is influenced by the action
of the sea. I suppose that the author forgets
that his coast is all frozen up in the winter.
Upon the same principle it may be said that
there is more snow in New York than in
Bangor. I am informed that the Northern
Line will not only be subject to snow, but as
it approaches the coast, the drifts are very
frequent and will be very heavy and deep.
He must have been reading Mr. de Rosa's
report. This gentleman appears to have been
in the employ of the Governnent; and per-
haps is now; he was sent down to the lower
counties on the Saint Lawrence to make
enquiries, as to teams and men, and he in-
dulges in some very grave reflections regard-
ing this line. He says "it is the Southern
removed a little farther from the Frontier,
not sufficiently so." He appears never to have
been in that part of the Province-but thinks
that the country is full of gorges, and unin-
habited, and that unless men were employed
for the purpose, a train might be detained in
the snow until the passengers perished from
the want of assistance or provisions. If he
will travel down through that country, he
will find that even now, there would be no
fear of any such difficulty as he anticipates,
and by the time the road was completed it
would be lined with inhabitants. It was said
by the same authority, that the Northern
Line would develop the fisheries. I imagine,
that in the fishing season, the sea and river
offer the best method of promoting that inter-
est; and the winter, when the railway could
be called into action is not the time for
development. It is said that the Northern
Line will largely benefit Gaspé, Bonaventure,
and Rimouski. How it will benefit Gaspé
much, which is so far removed from it I do
not understand. It is true that it will pass
through a small portion of Rimouski and
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Bonaventure, but if settlers cannot be found
in that portion of Canada to buy the land at
thirty cents an acre, the price for the sur-
veyed land, it will require something more
than a railway to settle it, unless by some
new process it can carry a quantity of allu-
vion to render the soil productive. My friend
from Restigouche made some very extraordi-
nary remarks relative to myself and the
member for Carleton. I have not spoken on
the subject until to-day, and the discussion
has now been forced upon me. You might
suppose that we were disposed to do injustice
to the North because we are opposed
to the Northern Route. The first line of rail-
way constructed in New Brunswick, was from
the Harbour of St. Andrew's to the neigh-
bourhood of Woodstock. Shortly after the
Ashburton Treaty, John Wilson, Esq., an
enterprising merchant of Charlotte, suggested
a line from St. Andrew's to Quebec, of which
this forms the first link. By great exertions
and energy on the part of the people of
Charlotte, this portion of the line was built,
mostly by English capital. The Province took
50,000 pounds in stock, and gave the company
a large grant of land along the line. Nearly
twenty years since there was a great excite-
ment in St. John, and in some other parts of
the Province to build a road from the Har-
bour of St. John to Shediac. It was urged that
it would develop the trade of the North,
particularly the fisheries, and would be pro-
ductive of great benefits. I believed it to be a
delusion, and succeeded in defeating it when
first proposed. I urged that the better course
was to run towards Canada direct, that the
growth of the North in population and trade
had been much slower than the South, and
that notwithstanding the railway, the relative
proportions would continue. I derived my
information then, as now, from the census
and other reliable sources. In two or three
years after this, Mr. Jackson came to the
Province, and in the excitement a company
was organized to build the road. The Prov-
ince got involved in it, and when I was called
upon to undertake the leadership of the
Government a few years after, I was com-
pelled to go on and finish the work, or lose
what we had contributed. I then asked my
friend, who does not sit far from me, and
who was an advocate of the road, what he
thought it would pay in ten years-he said
three per cent. I said if it paid that, I should
be satisfied, and we could go on and build
more. Seven years have elapsed, and it has
not paid one per cent. Ever since it has been
built we have been compelled to pay large

subsidies for steamers, to connect the
Northern ports with it, so little has their
trade and enterprise done towards it, though
we had expended a million sterling in making
the road to develop the trade, and also the
fisheries. Had this money been expended, as I
proposed, in extending the line towards
Canada, by this time the enterprise of the
people would have carried it to within a short
distance of the Rivière du Loup, and the
Intercolonial would have been a fixed fact.
The railroads on the south, to which my
friend refers, are being built in this way.
When he was a member of the government,
and whilst I was not, and the member for
Carleton not in the Legislature, an Act was
passed, which gave a subsidy of $10,000 per
mile to certain railways on the south, and on
the east and north; one from Saint John to
connect with the road to Bangor, this road is
now building, and will be completed in less
than two years; a branch to Saint Stephen,
which is completed and in operation; a road
to Woodstock, this will be in operation by the
end of the month; a branch to Fredericton,
which is all under contract, and the work
proceeding, it will be completed during the
next season. The roads on the south side of
the Province are being built by the energy
and enterprise of the people. They have
formed companies, and have taken stock, and
the localities have taxed themselves to pro-
vide large aid to induce enterprising men to
undertake the work. Here are 130 miles of
new railway, besides the 90 miles of the old
Saint Andrew's Road, which will help to
contribute to the Intercolonial. If in an evil
hour the wrong line is selected, the same
energy that has constructed these will by
extension, or otherwise, do a large share of
the business that road should do. The same
Act gave a large subsidy to build a road of
nearly 50 miles, from Moncton to the frontier,
for the benefit of east and north, which is
under contract, and should form part of the
Intercolonial; and a like subsidy to make a
road from the European and North American
to Miramichi. If our friends on that side of
the Province had displayed as much zeal in
this way as the south, they would have been
in the same condition. They saw very little
prospect of return, for the road from the
nature of the country it would traverse, and
have folded their arms in the hope that they
could induce the building of the Intercolonial
there. If it takes this central route, the sub-
sidy will enable them to secure the connection
with that line, if they will tax themselves as
we have done. It is no fault of mine that my
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friend's County of Restigouche only increased
less than 15 per cent in the last decennial
period, while Carleton on the other side in-
creased nearly 80; that large numbers of fam-
ilies are leaving his County, while they are
continually flowing into Carleton and the coun-
try through which the Central Line will run. I
am not to blame because the land through the
north after you leave Restigouche is superior
to that lying along the Central (Mr. Johnson,
you never were in the north) I have been in
Northumberland. I am not giving my opinion,
my authority is Professor Johnson-who has
appended a geological map of the entire
country to his book, and much of that in the
north is inferior to our second quality of
land. Refer to the census and you will see
how, not only in population bas the relative
increase been so much greater, but in all
agricultural and other productions, and in
everything that gives evidence of a progres-
sive people. Major Robinson's estimate of the
cost bas been referred to. He never made any
reliable estimation by measurement and fair
arithmetical computation, or by a computa-
tion of the actual cost of work to be done and
the materials required. In order to fix an
amount per mile, he averaged the cost of the
Massachusetts roads, which was 7,980 pounds
sterling per mile, but he says the iron cost
seven pounds sterling more per ton than in
England, where that for the Intercolonial
would be purchased, and he made his esti-
mate 7,874 pounds sterling. The different
roads in Massachusetts cannot compare with
the road Fleming proposed to build, because
he intended to elevate it through its whole
length by an embankment to avoid the snow
which would add 400 pounds sterling per
mile, besides other extra and expensive work
to make a first-class road. He also states the
average cost of the Grand Trunk from
Montreal to Portland at 5,089 pounds sterling
per mile, while it actually cost over 8,000
pounds sterling. He says the Massachusetts
climate is similar to that of Halifax and
Quebec, while in truth it is much milder.
Fleming's estimates appear to be very high,
but whatever they are his principle must be
applied to the North as well as the Central,
and when all the bridges required on the
North are included, it will turn out to be
rather an expensive affair. Fleming made
allowance for curves not included in Major
Robinson's estimate. If the centre line is
selected it can be built within the three
millions sterling; the way the road is spoken
of here does not commend itself to my mind,
many persons seem to think it necessary to
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squander some millions on this work more
than I think is required. I am a little alarmed
at the feeling, I think, I notice in regard to
the work; there appears to be an idea per-
vading men's mind that a very large sum is
to be expended and a great many persons
are in some way to get well paid out of
it. It is true that the interest on three millions
will be lessened by the guarantee, but the
principal money to be paid is all the same,
and if from political folly, or bad manage-
ment, it cost more, the additional debt will
pay the full rate of interest. As the debt
increases, the burden of the interest will
increase, and taxation in proportion. In my
opinion, we should economize where we can
to avoid the demand for new taxes, and get
rid of some of the old ones if possible. I have
said nothing as to the mode proposed of
constructing the work: I hope before it is too
late, that the attention of the House, and the
public opinion of the Dominion, will be
turned to this subject. The most commanding
question we have to deal with and the most
dangerous, being a great money power. I
hope that the Government will not be led
away by extravagant and visionary engineers,
at the expense of the tax payers of Canada.
The road building from Saint John to Maine
is a gauge of five feet six inches, and to be a
first class road, forming part of the European
and North American, the great highway of
the nation, to connect with the American and
Canadian roads. It has been let to a contrac-
tor, who engages to construct without rolling
stock or stations, ready for the locomotive,
for $22,000 per mile, including land damages
and engineering; he has sub-let the whole at a
considerable profit to a number of solvent
parties, who each expect to make money, and
are carrying on the work rapidly. The first
thirty-five miles of the Une are very heavy,
and the whole line cannot differ much from
the Central, but suppose that it does add $3,000
per mile, to include the embankments, making
$25,000 per mile in ail. The land damages are
about the same on both. Six thousand dollars
more should be enough for rolling stock and
stations. I have had no time to think of the
method in which it is proposed to do the
work; I had supposed that it could be done
by the Board of Works, and I have heard
nothing to prove the contrary; perhaps the
mode proposed is the best, but if we are to
have 18 expensive departments, and some of
them with apparently little to do, and when
any real work is to be done, instead of
remitting it to the proper department,
create a new one, with extensive and
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expensive machinery, it may be prudent in
the interests of the people to turn aside and
enquire into the state of the Dominion, with a
view to a more economical system. By the
Keswick Valley route the distance from Ri-
vière du Loup to Saint John will be 1180
miles, of which 343 are to be built, and to
Halifax 572, of which 452 are to be built.
Every line strikes the European and North
American Railway at some point, which re-
quires 109 miles to be constructed by the
Intercolonial, to connect Moncton on that line
with Truro. Rivière du Loup will be connect-
ed with the Frontier Line at Woodstock,
through this line, by 200 miles of new rail-
way, and then the connection would be com-
plete to St. Stephen, St. Andrew and Saint
John, and with Halifax by the European and
North American. Rivière du Loup can be
connected with the so-called western exten-
sion by constructing 260 miles and a bridge;
this would make the whole distance to Saint
John 526, and to Halifax 592. It should not be
forgotten that there is every probability that
thirty miles of the upper part of the line can
be saved, shortening the distance and reduc-
ing the amount required to be constructed.
The Northern Line from Rivière du Loup to
Saint John is 486 miles, of which 390 are to
be built; and to Halifax 580 miles, of which
499 are to be constructed. I have not referred
to the North Central, so-called. If it should be
determined to take the shortest line to
Halifax and ignore Saint John and the great
interests of New Brunswick, there is a manly
and straightforward way of doing it, either
by adopting the Northern Line circuitous as it
is, with its expensive bridges; or the Central
direct to Moncton instead of Apohaqui, this
would shorten the distances. But to follow
all the crooks and turns of a tortuous line
over all the rivers, and then when it arrives
at Indian Town on the Miramichi, instead of
passing directly through Kent to Moncton, it
diverges toward the River Saint John, requir-
ing the road to follow two sides of a triangle
instead of the base. The distance by this line
to Saint John is 424 miles of which 387 are to
be built, and to Halifax 616 with 490 to be
built. I observe that great efforts are being
made to prejudice the public mind on the
question of the route, and it does not require
much discernment to perceive the moving
principle in all this; but if there is an honest
and thorough survey, and estimate of expense
of each line made, upon principles applicable
to each, I have no fear of the result; it will
be found that the Central Line can be con-
structed for some millions of dollars less than

the Northern. Assuming that a Central Line
will be selected, it being the shortest, the
least expensive, and that which will open up
the largest extent of country for settlement, I
prefer the line by the Valley of the Keswick
to Apohaqui, which I have described, because
though it is a few miles longer to Halifax
than by Moncton, it shortens the distance to
Saint John, but there are six miles less to be
built. Giving hind force to every military
prejudice, which I do not value myself, it
preserves in the upper part of New Bruns-
wick, where it approaches nearest to the
boundary, is sufficient distance to prevent any
objection on that score. From the partial
survey made, the grades are generally favour-
able, and I believe when it is thoroughly
surveyed, it will be found equal to any other
line in that respect, so iuch of the country is
a dead level. It should not be forgotten that
Major Robinson was nearly three years sur-
veying the Northern Line, and has not fur-
nished any reliable data upon which to con-
struct the road. Fleming was only occupied a
few months. It can be connected by branches
with all the roads now in course of construc-
tion, and thereby give to Ontario and Quebec
several other short avenues to the sea; and if
the Northern Route is chosen, these railways
will by extension to the American roads, and
otherwise command much of the trade which
the Intercolonial should enjoy. The location
of the line is such that it can be built upon
the best terms; the whole country from
Apohaqui to the Temiscouata is well supplied
with horses, oxen, teams, and all other things
required for such a work, and it is approacha-
ble by water and by roads at short intervals
all along that portion of the line. I have
not discussed any of the advantages of the
Intercolonial Railway, because it is part of
the compact of Union, and is provided by the
Act of Parliament. I have always regarded it
as a link in the great chain of communica-
tion which is to unite the Atlantic to the
Pacific, and its extension will be a means of
developing the resources of the North-West
and Rupert's Land, which we were discussing
a few days since.

Hon. Mr. Johnson followed, speaking in
favour of the northern route, and was inter-
rupted by the arrival of six o'clock.

SUPPLIES-PROMISSORY NOTES

Afier the recess,

The supply Bill was read a third time and
passed; also the Bill to impose duties on
promissory notes and bills of exchange.
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ACT RESPECTING BANKS

Hon. Mr. Rose moved the second reading of
the Act respecting banks. He explained that
the object of the Bill was to enable banks in
one Province to carry on business as corpo-
rate institutions in any part of the Dominion.
At present they could do so but indirectly, as
persons desiring advances on bills of lading,
had to obtain the endorsation of a third
party.

Hon. Mr. Holion objected to the first clause,
which would extend privileges which banks
now enjoy under their special charters with-
out any application from them. The effect
of the clause would be to increase the power
of the Bank of Montreal and extend the
influence to the Maritime Provinces, which
was not in the interest of the country. That
was the only bank which would avail itself
of the provision.

The Bill was read a second time, and
passed through committee without amend-
ment.

Mr. Godin moved to amend, by substituting
for 17th section, a provision that no bank
shall exact more than 7 per cent for money,
under penalty of three times the amount on
which a higher rate is charged. At present,
banks might charge a higher rate without
incurring penalty.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said the amendinent
would be going back to the old money law;
that the general question was not before the
House now, but merely a proposition to ex-
tend to banks in the Maritime Provinces the
same privileges as were enjoyed here, which
was only fair, as they bore the same burdens.

Hon. Mr. Tilley supported the amendment,
which he believed would be in the interest of
the commercial community he represented.

Mr. Savary thought it would be sufficient to
enable banks in the Maritime Provinces to
charge 7 per cent instead of 6 as at present,
and he could see no objection to an amend-
ment which merely gave effect to the prohibi-
tion against a higher charge.

Hon. Mr. Dorion favoured the amendment.
Banks, at present, might charge any rate, and
were often mere shaving shops. While in-
dividuals were open to severe punishment for
charging more than 7 per cent, banks prac-
tically might charge what they pleased.

Sir John A. Macdonald thought the general
question of the rate of interest should not be
introduced on reading such a Bill as this. It
would come up in its proper time.

After debate, on division, the amendment
was lost-yeas, 40; nays, 76.

Mr. Dorion repeated that the effect of this
Bill would practically be to permit the banks
in the Maritime Provinces to charge any rate
they pleased, while individuals were restrict-
ed to 6 per cent. We had heard a great deal
about the effect of the power of the Bank of
Montreal in the old Province of Canada, and
this Bill would have the effect of extending
that power to the Maritime Provinces.

Mr. Gibbs could not agree that the Bank of
Montreal was the only one which would avail
itself of the provisions of this Bill. The Bank
with which he was connected had desired to
establish an agency in St. John, but there was
no inducement to do so when money could be
loaned so much more advantageously here.

Mr. Harrison corroborated the statement of
the last speaker. He desired as much as
anyone to see the power of the Bank of
Montreal crippled; but there were other
banks desirous of possessing facilities to meet
the requirements of the trade with the
Maritime Provinces.

Hon. Mr. Rose having moved the third
reading of the Bill,

Hon. Mr. Holion objected, saying that he
could not move that, after reflection, Gov-
ernment would to-morrow persist in passing
the Bill in its present shape.

The third reading was ordered for to-mor-
row.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY

Mr. Johnson then resumed his remarks on
the third reading of the Intercolonial Bill. He
contended that the last speaker on the subject
(Mr. Fisher) in opening the north shore route,
spoke of a country of which he was ignorant.
The report of Major Robinson showed that it
possessed agricultural advantages and facili-
ties for settlement superior to those of the
country through which the other proposed
lines would pass. Mr. Fleming had also spok-
en favourably of the same route, though, of
course, he had not recommended any par-
ticular one, as that might have interfered
with the carrying of Confederation. When it
was known that the North Shore route
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offered so many advantages over the others,
he did not see why it should not be accepted
without the delay of another survey. He
spoke not merely as a representative from
Northumberland, but of the Dominion. All
that he claimed was that the route should be
chosen on the evidence of disinterested per-
sons.

Mr. Burpee thought it was useless arguing
the question till the routes were surveyed and
evidence placed before the House. He was
quite willing to leave the deciding of the
route to the Government. From what evi-
dence he could gather, it appeared to him the
Central route was preferable. Grading was no
heavier than on sone parts of the Grand
Trunk, and yet no difficulty was experienced
there.

Mr. Robitaille contended that there was
evidence before the House sufficient to form
an intelligent decision as to the respective
merits of the different routes. He went on to
quote from Major Robinson and Mr. Flem-
ing's reports to show that the North Shore
route would be cheaper and would serve the
trade of the country better than the Central.
He also was willing to leave the decision to
the Government.

Mr. Tremblay, after arguing in French in
favour of the North Shore route, moved that
the Bill be referred back to Committee of the
Whole for the purpose of amending it by
adding a clause adopting Major Robinson's
route, subject to approval of Her Majesty's
Secretary of State.

Hon. Mr. Langevin said the motion left
members no alternative but to vote against
the Government or against Robinson's Line.
The Bill provided that a choice of line be
made by Government after new surveys and
most careful consideration. If the motion was
adopted, it was a vote of want of confidence.
If rejected, the opponents of that measure
would contend in England that Robinson's
line had been rejected by this House. Great
considerations were attached to the decisions,
and Government would act in the interest of
colonization, commerce, local and general;
but Ministers could not be bound by such a
motion, against which many members favour-
able to Robinson's line would vote.

Mr. Sylvain, seconder of the motion, said
he was now satisfied that the Government
would favour Robinson's line, and did not
want to push the motion through.

Hon. Mr. Dorion said the motion only de-
clared that Robinson's line was the best-this
opinion being shared by a great majority of
this House. If Ministers opposed it, it was
because there were some other motives, and
they would not favour that line.

Mr. Ferguson considered the amendment
as a useless occupation of the time of the
House, and deprecated the entire discussion
which had been maintained by the Maritime
representatives, as if they only should have
the privilege of speech upon the subject
which they had, from their local prejudices,
so far involved in perplexity as to make it
probable that a three months' debate would
scarcely be long enough to conclude the dis-
cussion. It seemed to him that the Western
Provinces had also some right to be heard, as
wherever the road might be laid, it would
have to bear not the least share of the cost.
To him who had none but the public interests
to desire to serve the controversy of this
night, and the last, had afforded sufficient
corroboration of his already formed opinion
that the Government should be left to deter-
mine the issue, which he would leave in their
hands, trusting that the interests of the whole
country would be thus impartially secured.

The amendment was then withdrawn, and
the Bill read a third time and passed.

Mr. Tremblay said he was perfectly sat-
isfied the Secretary of State was in favour of
Robinson's Line and consented to withdraw
his motion.

FOREIGN AGGRESSIONS ACT

On motion of Hon. Mr. Cartier, the Foreign
Aggressions Act was read a second and third
time and passed. Mr. Cartier explained that
this Bill was only an extension of the old
Canadian Act to the whole Dominion.

Hon. Mr. Dorion regretted that such an Act
was necessary; but if Government had infor-
mation in their possession which justified
such an Act, he could not object to its being
passed. He would much rather, however,
have seen the law abolished in Ontario and
Quebec, than extended to the Lower Prov-
inces.

Hon. Mr. Anglin thought special power
should be given to regular judges in case of
necessity rather than that military courts
should be established.
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Hon. Mr. Cartier said Government consid-
ered such necessary at the present time.

Hon. Mr. Holion asked what measures
would be pushed through and what left over
till next part of the session.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the Council
would meet at 10 o'clock to-morrow and
decide that point.

Hon. Mr. Holion said it was necessary they
should discuss the general policy of the
Government in creating and maintaining new
heads of departments, and suggested that the
Bill constituting the departments be laid over

DEBATES December 19, 1867

till the next part of the session, as it was
impossible in the short time at their disposal
now to diseuss them intelligibly.

Sir John A. Macdonald said these bills
would be postponed, though it might be
necessary to pass one or two of them in this
part of the session. He would be able to in-
form the House at 3 p.m. to-morrow which
of the Departmental Bills it would be neces-
sary to pass; but thought all business would
be through in time for members to leave by
the one o'clock train on Saturday.

The House adjourned a few minutes before
midnight.
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Friday, December 20, 1867

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock,
about sixty members being present.

CLOSE OF THE SESSION

Sir John A. Macdonald moved that when
the House adjourns, at the second sitting this
day, it do stand adjourned till 1 o'clock
to-morrow. Carried.

RULES OF THE HOUSE

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald the
House went into Committee of the Whole to
consider the report of the Special Committee
on the Rules of the House-Mr. D. A.
McDonald in the Chair.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin said, almost the only
change made in the rules of the old Legis-
lature of Canada, at any rate the only impor-
tant change, related to the mode of dealing
with private Bills. It would be in the recollec-
tion of those members of the House who were
in that Legislature that the session before last
a Committee was appointed to assist Mr.
Speaker in framing rules, and they unani-
mously reported certain amendments. These
amendments were not concurred in, simply
because there was a pressure for other bu-
siness. Last session they were again post-
poned because a new system of Government
was about being inaugurated, when it was
believed these rules would be all recast. The
amendments to which he referred had re-
ceived the assent of all the leading working
members of the House, and their adoption
now would perhaps be the more important
that they would serve as guides to the Local
Legislatures, where a large part of their bu-
siness would be in the form of private legisla-
tion. They provided that private Bills should
go to their appropriate Committees after the
first and before the second reading. Instead of
after the second reading, as heretofore; that
in committee the preamble should first be
disposed of, and then the details taken up;
that if passed by the committee the Bills
should be returned to the House for the
second reading, when their principles would
be discussed and passed upon; that then they
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should be considered in Committee of the
Whole, and amended in such respects as
might be deemed advisable. These changes he
thought would work advantageously. They
would enable the Committee to get to work
at an earlier period in the session, exercise
greater supervision over measures referred to
them, and would prevent a rush of private
Bill legislation at the end of the session,
when, under the old rules obnoxious Bills
were often passed in haste the moment after
those members who opposed them had left.
Besides, there was often long and useless
discussion on the second reading of measures
which were afterwards entirely changed in
Committee. Under the amended rules the
Committee would perfect the measures before
the second reading, and these discussions
would be avoided. Another change was that
the promoters of private Bills should deposit
one hundred dollars instead of sixty to meet
expenses. He (Mr. Dunkin) had carefully
watched the course of private Bill legislation
for years, and he was confident from his
observations that these changes would be
productive of good as well as in the way of
saving the time of the House.

Hon. Mr. Holton suggested whether it
would not be necessary in consequence of
these changes to require private Bills to be
printed before first reading, instead of being
introduced in blank as heretofore. It would
not be proper for the House to refer to any of
its Committee Bills, the contents of which
were unknown.

Mr. Mackenzie also suggested that notices
of when Committees should meet, what Bills
would be considered, and other facts in re-
gard to Committees, should be posted in the
lobby with greater fullness than was now the
case. The new rules should be made to pro-
vide for this.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin said he would adopt these
suggestions, and change the rules so as to
embrace them.

The rules were then adopted with the
amendments suggested, and the Committee
rose.
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BILL RESPECTING BANKS

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald,
the Bill respecting Banks was read a third
time and passed.

ADJOURNMENT TILL MARCH 12

Sir John A. Macdonald moved that when
the House adjourned to-morrow it do stand
adjourned till 12th March.

Hon. Mr. Hollon asked whether Govern-
ment had considered the effect this long ad-
journment would have on expiring laws, in
case it should be found necessary, on account
of extraordinary circumstances that might
arise, to prorogue Parliament, with the view
of calling it together at an earlier period than
the 12th March.

Sir John A. Macdonald stated that in 1854
Parliament adjourned for two months on ac-
count of cholera breaking out. It was pro-
rogued in the meantime, and when it met
again, it was for a new session. Provision,
however, was made to remedy any injury
that might have been caused by expiring laws,
and he supposed the same would be done
now, should any event now unforeseen arise
to render necessary an earlier meeting of
Parliament.

The motion was then adopted.

THE BUSINESS POSTPONED

In reply to Hon. Mr. Hollon,

Sir J. A. Macdonald stated that Govern-
ment, before the adjournment of the House,
would allow all the items on the paper,
except the first and ninth, to stand over till
March. The first was the third reading of the
Bill respecting banks, and the ninth was
certain resolutions respecting the rates of
postage in Canada and Government Savings
Banks. It was expected the House would get
through with these resolutions and the Bill
founded upon them in time to enable His
Excellency to come down at 11 to-morrow
and give the Royal assent to the measures
which had passed Parliament. All the Bills
relating to the organization of the depart-
ments would stand over till Parliament met
again.

POSTAL RESOLUTIONS

Sir J. A. Macdonald moved the House into
Committee on the postal resolution.

Hon. Mr. Holion thought the money clauses
should be permitted to stand until next ses-
sion. Of course, there was no objection to the
departmental provisions passing now; but
there were two or three questions of public
policy which he thought the House hardly
prepared to consider at present. The reduc-
tion of letter postage was a financial question
on which the House ought to have some
information. They had nothing to do with the
discussion in the other House, of which they
could not take cognizance. He thought it had
been impropertly introduced there. The
change in the letter postage might be a wise
and prudent thing to do in the present state
of the finances; but they should have some
information of the effect it would have. Then
as to the extension of newspaper postage, he
feared this charge upon the transmission of
newspapers would be vexatious to the
Maritime Provinces, and it would be imposed
in the absence of nearly every representative
from those Provinces. The third objection he
had was to the system of savings banks
proposed in connection with post offices. We
had no information as to the probable work-
ing of these banks, which touched very close-
ly the whole question of banking and curren-
cy.

Hon. Sir J. A. Macdonald could not assent
to the applicability of this charge of unconsti-
tutionality. The Postmaster-General, whose
office in England was always filled by a Peer,
had taken most scrupulous care to avoid any
infringement of the privileges of the House.
He was sure that the proposition for a reduc-
tion in the letter rate would be universally
regarded as being in accordance with the
spirit of the age, and the charge upon news-
papers, which it was said would be so un-
popular in the Lower Provinces, was a simple
charge for freight, the remission of which
would be to off er a bounty to this particular
industry, and thus to introduce a principle
which he could not regard as being correct.
The usefulness of the Post Office Department
would be greatly interfered with were it to
be loaded with the burden of gratuitous car-
riage of newspapers through the whole of this
vast country. If from such a diminution of its
revenue, the Department were frequently to
be compelled to ask the assistance of Par-
liamentary grants, Parliament would be dis-
posed to discourage the multiplication of
offices in the thirty settled districts, where it
was of the greatest importance that they
should be found. He then dwelt upon the
advantages of the Savings Banks system be-
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ing taken under Government control, which
he believed to be such as would meet the
unanimous approval of the House.

Hon. Dr. Tupper desired to offer a few
reasons for the remission of this tax upon
newspapers. There was a fair distinction to
be made between letters and newspapers, the
former being mere private communication
between individuals, and the latter being in
some measure the organs of communication
between the Government and the people, fur-
nishing the only means by which to acquire
that acquaintance with the law, which every-
body was presumed to possess. They occupied
a similar position to that of schools, present-
ing one of the easiest channels for the en-
lightenment of the people. If there ever was a
time when it was necessary for the interests
of the whole Dominion that just the sort of
information which newspapers conveyed,
should be disseminated through al the
Provinces, it was now. He was most averse
from touching upon local or sectional preju-
dices, but it could not be denied that there
was a considerable amount of mutual hostili-
ty existing between different portions of the
country, arising from their ignorance of each
other, and their want of that information
regarding each other which newspapers
would provide, and any check to the dissemi-
nation of which, must be a matter for regret.
He would, were it necessary for the revenue,
prefer to retain the existing letter rate than
to extend through the Dominion this newspa-
per impost, unknown in the Maritime Prov-
inces before. The tax, moreover, would fall
unequally upon those who were least able to
pay. While the convenience of railroad com-
munication would supply the great cities and
important towns with newspaper parcels, al-
most free of charge, the mass of the people in
outlying districts, who ought to be specially
favoured by the Legislature, would be com-
pelled to pay the greater share of the burden.
He hoped that the Government would be
induced to reconsider the proposition. The
Savings Bank scheme, he approved of as one
likely to recommend itself to the House and
to the country, and would only remind them
of the great care necessary to be taken, at
least in the Lower Provinces, to secure
competent and trustworthy managers of these
new institutions.

Mr. Mackenzie accepted the argument of
the honourable member for Chateauguay, as
having been offered less in opposition to the
Government proposals than from a desire to
secure some delay for their consideration; a
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delay he also was disposed to urge. He
deemed it for the present better to retain the
current letter rates with the newspaper free-
dom of the Lower Provinces, the latter of
which it would be a great hardship to abol-
ish, while the former it would be no great
boon to reduce. He thought it right to afford
all classes of literature every facility possible.
At present the express companies were able
to compete successfully with the mail, where-
as a reduction of postal charge would di-
vert their profit into the postal revenue. With
regard to the Savings Bank measure, it must
be considered that the deposits for which it
was designed were now principally held by
the banks to whom the proposed measure
presented a continuance of the previous hos-
tility of the course of legislation through the
session, and the great difficulty of obtaining
suitable Postmasters was also a considerable
objection. It was not fair that they should be
asked at the last moment to legislate so
hastily on a measure of such importance. He
regretted to find no provision made for ex-
emption of Sunday-school publications, to
whose usefulness he paid a high tribute of
acknowledgment.

Mr. Gibbs, remarking that he had not yet
had time to read the Bill, thought that the
encouragement of Government Savings Bank
deposits would not interfere with existing
bank interests to so great an extent as had
been anticipated, unless it were intended that
the amount of deposit should go without
limitation.

Mr. Harrison hoped that this limitation
would be fixed at $200. He did not think the
exemption of these savings from liability to
seizure for debt necessary to the utility of the
scheme, thinking that it would open a road to
dishonest dealing. He would prefer to see the
five cent rate retained for letters, and permit
newspapers to go free, penetrating as they
did where little other forms of instruction
made their way.

Mr. D. A. McDonald agreed in approving
the establishment of Government Savings
Banks, and the permission to newspapers to
go free, even if necessary at the expense of
letters. The imposition of any charge upon
them would be very distasteful to the Lower
Provinces, with which it was most desirable
that we should endeavour to work in harmo-
ny. Referring to the lateness at which the
proposition had been introduced he hoped
that the Government would allow it to stand
over until they met again after adjournment.
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Mr. Beaty, referring to the remarks of the
honourable member for Lambton, could not
approve of any discrimination being made
between such periodicals as he had spoken of,
and any other description of publications.
People who desired to propagate their pecu-
liar religious opinions should be allowed to do
so at their own expense.

Mr. Chamberlin from his personal connec-
tion with the press felt some delicacy in
speaking upon the question, but thought that
a strong case had been made out in favour of
a free carriage of newspapers. The only argu-
ment upon the other side had been the impro-
priety of making distinction between this
Government carriage and the work per-
formed by any ordinary carriers. So far as it
went he admitted the justice of this argu-
ment, but there was another light in which
the matter might be viewed, and he asked if
having admitted the propriety of making
large grants for general education, it would
not be right to afford encouragement to those
organs that contribute most to the political
education of the people. Education was a
necessity, and ignorance a danger to the
commonwealth. Sneer at newspaper literature
as we would, speak as we might of its want
of information upon a subject on which it
professed to give instruction-it still re-
mained a fact that the country owed much to
its teaching. One of his constituents had
remarked to him that it would be better to
take away some of the school aid than to
forbid newspapers to go free, and that it was
certain that more useful instruction was giv-
en by many newspapers than by many
schools. (Sir John A. Macdonald. By the
advertisements?) Yes, even by the advertise-
ments, which if the honourable minister were
in the habit of reading he would gain much
information as to what was going on in the
world, likely to be very useful to him as a
public man. (Much laughter.) The representa-
tives of the Lower Provinces who had left us
had to take home with them many measures
distasteful to their constituencies, and it
might do much to bind them harmoniously
together, if on the first day of the session we
were to send them down one small remission
of taxation. (Hear, hear.) There was one other
consideration upon which he was unwilling to
dwell too far. Whether for good or for evil
newspapers were an influence, and were we
to give cause for irritation we might find that
irritation spreading among the people whom
they teach, and even the animosity of the

Lower Provinces beginning to entertain doubt
whether Confederation had brought them all
the blessings it had promised.

Mr. Jones (Leeds), thought that people who
took newspapers could better afford to pay
tax upon them than many of those who paid
tax upon the necessities of life. A man who
took a newspaper that supported the Gov-
ernment and one in opposition, could not tell
which was right. Many newspapers in the
United States promoted immorality, and these
were sent into Canada.

Mr. Morris asked how much postage our
newspapers would realize.

Sir John A. Macdonald replied that the
revenue was $90,000 per annum; but they
expected to realize $125,000 when it extended
over the Dominion.

Hon. T. D. McGee, regretting that even
upon one point he should be compelled to
differ with the Government, characterized the
impost upon newspapers as a tax upon the
dissemination of public intelligence. There
was no civilized Government of the world
that paid so little for the dissemination of
intelligence as the Government of the Do-
minion. Apart from the school grant, which
was an investment expected to yield profitable
return, there was, excepting the appropria-
tion for geological survey, scarcely one item
of public disbursement for literary or scien-
tific objects. It was even doubtful whether
the geological survey would be maintained,
except for the practical mineralogical results
which it was looked to yield. The grants to
Mechanics' Institutes had been withdrawn,
and there remained but some paltry subsidies
to scientific institutions on account of
meteorological observations. There was no
encouragement whatever to a literary class,
wherein we compared disadvantageously with
England, where no public expenditure meets
such general approval as that from the Lit-
erary Fund to men who have spent their
brains in the service of the people. The total
of the assistance occasionally granted to the
press would not half support one respectable
journal. This tax on public intelligence of
$125,000 or $130,000 would do the public
mind an injury in its acceptance by the
irritable genius of editors as the result of
Confederation. It would altogether fail to
touch the objectionable United States publi-
cations, which the last speaker had referred
to. The New York Ledger for example, with
its blood and thunder romances, which had a
large Canadian circulation could come on in
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packages by express, and thus escape the
imposition altogether. He approved of the
suggestion of the honourable member for
Lambton, to exempt publications of moral
instruction, in which, however, he would not
wish to include merely sectarian organs, it
being unfortunately notorious that if a par-
ticularly bitter and unchristian thing were
denied to be said, it was necessary to go to a
religious paper for it. The tax was paid most
unequally, the large newspapers being able to
distribute their circulation by express, while
the smaller proprietors would be compelled to
use the post. It was a tax upon a form of
knowledge most essential to the people-the
knowledge of what was going on here. There
was never a time when such knowledge was
of greater importance to the country, and he
could wish every newspaper reader in these
Provinces to exchange his newspaper with a
correspondent in a distant district of the
Dominion, by which a mutual accommoda-
tion, a better understanding and acquaintance
would spring up between Maritime and
Western fellow-subjects, to the great advan-
tage of the whole community. On these public
grounds, and not from his old and cherished
associations with the journalistic profes-
sion-associations which he was happy still to
some degree maintaining-he was opposed to
the principle of the seventh resolution.

The House then went into Committee of
the Whole upon the resolutions.

In Committee,

Mr. Ferguson agreed in favour of making
prepayment of postage on newspapers com-
pulsory. He also thought a slight stamp duty
on newspapers would be preferable to post-
age, as in that case all readers would be
taxed equally. Under present regulations peo-
ple living in cities and towns received most
of their papers by railway, and so escaped
paying postage.

The resolutions were then passed through
committee.

AFTER RECESS

Sir John moved concurrence in the resolu-
tions.

The first six resolutions were concurred in.
The seventh resolution being read-
Mr. Chamberlin moved that it be not con-

curred in. He thought that revenue derived
from newspaper postage was over-estimated.
The postage on newspapers sent from offices
of publication would not amount during the
coming year to more than $60,000.

Mr. Ross (Dundas) would be glad to see the
postage on newspapers abolished; but if the
Government thought that it was necessary for
sake of revenue to retain it, he would feel
bound to support them. He hoped, however,
Government would yield to the wish of the
House, and let this resolution lie over till
next part of the session.

Sir John A. Macdonald said that it
should be remembered that these resolutions
proposed to reduce postage on letters from
5¢ to 3¢ in the whole Dominion, and also
reduce on newspapers as regards Ontario and
Quebec. If the resolution was withdrawn,
these Provinces would have to pay the old
postage of 26¢ on weekly papers, and the
Lower Provinces would have to pay a higher
rate on letters. The resolutions proposed dis-
tinct relief to all the Provinces; to Ontario
and Quebec a reduction in the rate of both
letters and papers, and to the Maritime
Provinces on letters. It was necessary also
that the Post Office Department should as far
as possible be self-sustaining. If this source of
revenue was removed, it would be impossible
for that Department to grant facilities in way
of opening up new post offices which the
progress of the country demanded. Of course,
people would like to get their papers free of
postage; but Government had in this instance,
in interest of public service, to resist popular
feeling.

Mr. McDonald (Glengarry) said that Gov-
ernment ought to leave this measure over
till next session. Newspaper postage was a
most disagreeable tax to people on account of
the condition of the currency. If revenue was
required why not put 4¢ on letters, which
would make up the loss occasioned by free
newspaper postage?

Mr. Mackenzie moved that the 7th resolu-
tion be not now concurred in, but that its
further consideration be postponed till the
12th March next.

Dr. Tupper regretted that the Government
had concluded, in case this resolution was
defeated, to abandon the whole Bill. He was
not prepared to assume the responsibility of
either continuIng an unequal system of taxa-
tion in the Dominion, or preventing the
proposed reduction on letter postage. Under
these circumstances he would feel it his duty
to vote against the resolution of the honoura-
ble member for Lambton.

Mr. Mackenzie said he had moved his
motion, because he thought it unfair that
such an important measure should be passed
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in the absence of a large number of members
from the Maritime Provinces who were well
known to be opposed to it. He did not move
absolutely against the measure, but merely
that it may be postponed to give time for
proper consideration.

Mr. Jackson thought it was necessary that
the Post Office Department should be self-
sustaining, and he therefore saw no reason
why those who enjoyed newspapers should
not pay for their carriage.

Mr. Savary said that it was very injudi-
cious and unwise to place any check upon the
free circulation of newspaper literature. The
change proposed was a most unfortunate one
to the Maritime Provinces. For years in those
Provinces newspaper literature had been un-
taxed, and people there would look upon this
measure as a retrogressive step in legislation.
Many years ago this kind of tax was looked
upon in Nova Scotia as one of the abuses
inconsistent with advanced civilization,
and they had succeeded after a struggle in
abolishing it. It was most unfortunate, that at
the first session of the Dominion Parliament
this measure should be passed, which would
be looked upon as a retrograde step. Letters
served some private interest, but the free
circulation of newspapers was a public
benefit. He looked upon newspapers as a good
educating power, which afforded young peo-
ple the opportunity of acquiring knowledge
that they might not be able to get elsewhere.
He regretted to see that in the press of
assimilating the laws, the old laws of Canada
were generally adopted, while the laws of the
Maritime Provinces were set aside.

Mr. Mils said if he had to make a choice
between retaining the small amount charged
upon newspapers or reduction upon letters,
he would prefer the latter. Letter writing was
as much a means of educating a community
as newspapers; for a man's mind could never
be thoroughly disciplined on a subject upon
which he has never written. He did not think
newspaper men had anything to complain of,

because the charge fell upon those who pur-
chased them, and not upon those who pro-
duced them. He had no objection to meeting
the wishes of the Maritime Provinces by
leaving the question in abeyance, but would
only do it as a matter of expediting business.

Mr. Chamberlin, by calculation, showed
that the loss to revenue by abolishing the tax
upon newspapers would only be $13,400 if
they retained it upon letters. He did not think
they should impose this tax upon the Mari-
time Provinces in order to raise that amount
in the Dominion.

The amendment was then negatived. Yeas,
22; Nays, 40.

Mr. Bodwell moved that the Bill be re-
ferred back to the Committee in order that
the 7th section be struck out and the follow-
ing substituted-that newspapers printed and
published in Canada and sent to regular
subscribers in Canada be mailed free.

Mr. Jones (Leeds) said that they could not
afford to abolish newspaper postage, as they
were going to pay $20,000,000 to build the
Intercolonial Railway, and also to purchase
the North-West Territory.

The motion was then put, when upon a
division there appeared-Yeas, 23: Nays, 36.

The remainder of the resolutions were con-
curred in without division.

On the motion of Sir John A. Macdonald
the Bill for the Regulation of the Postal
Service, from the Senate, was read a second
time and referred to Committee of the Whole,
with the resolutions, which were reported
with amendments.

PETITIONS

Hon. Mr. Dunkin moved that the time for
receiving Petitions be extended to April 2nd.

The second report of the Committee on
Printing Bills was adopted.

The House adjourned at 11:25 to meet at
10:30 tomorrow.

[Mr. Mackenzie (Lambton).]
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Saturday, December 21, 1867

The Speaker took the Chair at half past ten
o'clock, no business being before the House.

At eleven o'clock the Governor-General
proceeded in State to the Chamber of the
Senate in the Parliament building. The mem-
bers of the Senate being assembled, His
Excellency was pleased to command the at-
tendance of the House of Commons, and that
House being present, the following Bills were
assented to, in Her Majesty's name, by His
Excellency, the Governor-General:-

Act relating to the Indemnity to members
and the Salaries of the Speakers of both
Houses of Parliament.

Act respecting the office of Speaker of the
House of Commons of the Dominion of
Canada.

Act respecting the Statutes of Canada.
Act to authorize the apprehension and de-

tention of such persons as shall be suspected
of committing acts of hostility, or conspiring
against Her Majesty's person and Govern-
ment.

Act to amend the Act of Incorporation of
the Commercial Bank of Canada, to authorize
its amalgamation with any other Bank or
Banks, or for its winding up.

Act to amend the Grand Trunk Arrange-
ments Act of 1862, and for other purposes.

Act to amend and consolidate the several
Acts incorporating and relating to the
Canadian Inland Steam Navigation Company,
and change its corporate name to that of the
Canadian Navigation Company, and for other
purposes.

Act for the settlement of the aff airs of the
Bank of Upper Canada.

Act respecting the Customs.
Act respecting the Inland Revenue.
Act respecting the Public Works of Canada.
Act respecting the collection and manage-

ment of the revenue, the auditors of public
accounts, and the liability of public account-
ants.

Act to protect the inhabitants of Canada
against lawless aggression from subjects of
foreign countries at peace with Her Majesty.

Act to prevent the unlawful training of
persons to the use of arms and the practice of
military evolutions, and to authorize Justices
of the Peace to seize and detain arms collect-
ed or kept for purposes dangerous to the
public peace.

Act to impose duties on promissory notes
and Bills of Exchange.

Act for granting to Her Majesty a certain
sum of money required for defraying the
expenses of the public service not otherwise
provided for, for the period therein men-
tioned, for certain purposes respecting the
public debt, and for raising money on the
credit of the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

Act respecting banks.
Act respecting the construction of the In-

tercolonial Railway.
Act imposing duties of customs, with the

tariff of duties payable under it.
Act for the regulation of the Postal Service.

Act to incorporate the St. Lawrence and Parliament then adjourned till the 12th of
Ottawa Railway Company. March.
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Thursday, March 12, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at three o'clock.

NEW MEMBER FOR MONTMORENCY

Mr. Langlois, the newly elected member for
Montmorency, was introduced by Hon. Mr.
Langevin and Mr. Simard, and took his seat.

ELECTION PETITIONS-RESTIGOUCHE
ELECTION

The Speaker informed the House that lie
had examined recognizances to the election
petitions relating to St. Hyacinthe, Joliette,
Montreal East, and Argenteuil, and found
them unobjectionable; also, that he had is-
sued a writ during the recess for a new
election for Restigouche, in room of the Hon.
John McMillan, who had accepted an office
and resigned his seat, which writ was not yet
returned.

THE LAMIRANDE CASE

Hon. Mr. Langevin presented a number of
returns to addresses. One of these consisted
of the papers in the Lamirande case. He
stated that among these would be found the
opinions of the law officers of the Crown, in
the case, which were brought down with
their own consent, and it was not desired that
this should be considered a precedent.

NOTICES OF MOTION

Were then called, but none were proceeded
with.

Sir John A. Macdonald said that on account
of the thinness of House (not above 70 mem-
bers being present) he would not ask the
Orders to be called. He then moved that the
House adjourn.

The House at a quarter past three ad-
journed till to-morrow at 3 o'clock.
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Friday. March 13, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

ROBINSON ROUTE

Several petitions were presented praying
for the adoption of the Robinson route for the
Intercolonial Railroad.

HAMILTON AND PORT DOVER ROAD

Hon. Mr. Langevin presented the return of
the Engineer's Reports relative to the Ham-
ilton and Port Dover Road; also, a return of
the number of officers in the Customs De-
partment, their salaries, etc.

GOVERNMENT BILLS

Sir John A. Macdonald gave notice of the
introduction on Tuesday, of Bills respecting
the treaty between Her Majesty and the
United States for the apprehension of offend-
ers-respecting penitentiaries-respecting trial
of controverted elections-respecting the con-
tinuance of Parliament notwithstanding the
demise of the Crown.

Hon. Mr. Rose gave notice of Bills respect-
ing currency-geological survey-establish-
ment of consolidated revenue fund-insur-
ance companies-civil service, and to enable
certain banks in any part of Canada to use
notes of Dominion instead of issuing notes of
their own.

Hon. Mr. Cartier gave notice of a Bill
respecting Railways.

KAMOURASKA ELECTION

Hon. Mr. Dorion said the petition of Mr.
Chapais, Minister of Agriculture, claiming a
seat in this House for Kamouraska, had been
referred to the General Election Committee.
That gentleman had now been sworn in as a
member of the Senate, and he thought the
order of reference should be discharged.

Sir John A. Macdonald said if the matter
was allowed to stand over till Monday, he
would give it his attention.

Sir John A. Macdonald said it was not the
intention of the Government to ask the House
to proceed with any measure to-day. They
would commence to work on Monday, and
proceed de die in diem. They wished the
benefit of the experience of the member for
Chateauguay, (Hon. Mr. Holton) and would
not take any advantage of him in his present
state-(laughter); as he observed he was la-
bouring under severe hoarseness. He moved
that the House do now adjourn.

Mr. Mackenzie asked the Premier what
arrangement, if any, had been made for
filling the vacancy caused by the death of the
late President of the Council, whose decease
they all very much lamented.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the whole
policy of the Government, as to the number
of departments, etc., would be explained
when the Bills relating thereto were brought
before the House.

Mr. Mackenzie said the House would also
expect explanations as to the position of a
gentleman who failed to obtain a seat in this
House, but still held his seat in the Cabinet
as Secretary of State for the Provinces, and
whose office the Premier in the early part of
the session stated would be abolished. The
House had been told that on account of the
pressure of business, it was desirable to re-
tain him for a time in office. Did the pressure
still continue?

Sir John A. Macdonald said the whole
question of the number of departments, with
a due regard to the efficiency of the service,
would shortly be brought before the House.
The Secretary of State for the Provinces had
resigned his office, but had been asked to
continue, on account of the exceptional cir-
cumstances which existed and the pressure of
business.

The House then adjourned till Monday,
having sat for only 16 minutes.
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Monday, March 18, 1888

The Speaker took the Chair at three
o'clock.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY

Several petitions were presented (in French
and English), praying for the adoption of
Major Robinson's route, their number and
unanimity creating some amusement and ap-
plause.

CROWN LANDS DEPARTMENT

In reply to Mr. Jones, who asked whether
the Government has dispensed with the ser-
vices of the officials who had been connected
with the sale and management of the Ord-
nance Lands and Indian Lands before these
lands were transferred to the Department of
the Secretary of State, and what saving in
the cost of management has been effected by
the change.

Hon. Mr. Langevin said, that in the reor-
ganization of the Department every care has
been taken to secure as much economy as
was consistent with efficiency, and that in
consequence the services of ten or eleven
clerks, some temporary and some permanent,
and of two messengers, had been dispensed
with, and a saving thereby effected of little
less than $9,000 yearly.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY

Mr. F. Jones asked whether it is the inten-
tion of the Government to proceed with
the construction of the Intercolonial Railway
while Nova Scotia, through her Legislature,
persists in the Repeal of the Union: if so,
whether it is the intention of the Government
to have the Eastern terminus of the said road
at or near Truro, to connect with the road to
Halifax, in accordance with the provision of
the Imperial Act authorizing a guarantee of
interest on a loan to be raised by Canada
towards the construction of a railway con-
necting Quebec and Halifax?

Sir John A. Macdonald replied, that it
was the intention of the Government to pro-
ceed to carry out in good faith the undertak-

ing which had been already agreed upon
between Canada and the Maritime Provinces
and the Imperial Government, and which
was, in fact, part of the constitution of the
Dominion. The railway would have its
Eastern terminus at or near Truro. The
honourable Minister added, in reply to Mr.
Mackenzie, that the Government had not yet
decided upon the route of the line, but ex-
pected to be able to do so shortly.

RECIPROCITY TREATY

Mr. Bourassa asked whether, since the 1st
July last, any and if any, what steps have
been taken to obtain the renewal of the
Reciprocity Treaty with the United States;
and whether it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment to enter into negotiations on that sub-
ject with the Imperial Government, or with
the American Government.

Hon. Mr. Rose replied that no formal steps
had been taken with this object, but that the
Government were fully sensible of its impor-
tance, and would not neglect any effort to
promote the interests of the people in that
direction.

NEW BRUNSWICK REVENUE

An address, moved by the Hon. Mr. Con-
nell, and seconded by Mr. Wallace, was car-
ried for a statement of the moneys in the
hands of the late Provincial Treasurer of New
Brunswick on the first day of July last; and
also a statement of moneys received into the
Treasury of New Brunswick account from 1st
July to 31st December.

EAST MIDDLESEX ELECTION

Mr. Mackenzie moved to refer the petition
of John Nixon and other electors of East
Middlesex, complaining of the violation of the
law by the clerk and deputy returning officer
of the township of London, during last elec-
tion, to the Committee on Privileges and
Elections.

Sir John A. Macdonald-State what are the
allegations.
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Mr. Mackenzie-Complaint was made, in
the first place, that the Clerk of the Town-
ship-who also happened to be one of the
candidates at the recent election-had placed
on the roll a large number of names of
parties who were not entitled to vote. The
complaint was made in the regular way
before the County Judge, who struck some
eighty names off the list; but the Deputy
Returning Officer, in defiance of the statute,
admitted the parties thus struck off to vote.

Sir John A. Macdonald-There is no peti-
tion affecting the seat of the sitting member.

Mr. Mackenzie-No.

Sir John A. Macdonald-It is only against
the conduct of the Returning Officers; I think
the motion is a fair one.

The motion was then agreed to.

ABDUCTION OF ALLAN MACDONALD

Mr. Mackenzie moved an address for cor-
respondence regarding the abduction of Allan
Macdonald from the Township of Moore by
United States officials. He said he had ob-
served, within the last week or so, a state-
ment in the public prints that this case had
been decided by the United States Govern-
ment, repudiating the action of their officials,
and that the British Minister at Washington
while accepting the apology made, had de-
clined to accept the release of the prisoner,
on the ground that he had violated the reve-
nue law, and that the apology offered was all
that was desired by the British Government.
He (Mr. Mackenzie) could scarcely believe
that the representative of Her Majesty at
Washington, could deliberately have chosen
to return a British subject to a U.S. prison
for what, though an offence against society,
was not usually regarded as a criminal act.
He moved for the correspondence to ascertain
how far these statements were correct.

Sir John A. Macdonald-Will you allow the
motion to stand till to-morrow?

Mr. Mackenzie-Certainly.

The motion accordingly stood over.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY

Mr. Jones (North Leeds) moved an address
for all correspondence with the Government,
respecting the location and construction of
the Intercolonial Railway, since the 3rd De-
cember, 1867.

Sir John A. Macdonald-Will my honoura-
ble friend let that stand till to-morrow?

Hon. Mr. Holton thought there could be no
harm in having just now a little discussion on
the question raised by this motion. He
confessed he was somewhat surprised when, a
few minutes ago, the Premier informed the
Member for Lambton that the Government
had not yet determined the location of the
Intercolonial Railroad. He recollected well
when in December they were urged to give
immediate passage to the Intercolonial
Railway Act. The urgency of the Government
was based specially on the obligation they
were under in good faith to the British
Government, and the Lower Provinces, to
determine and submit to the Imperial Gov-
ernment the route to be pursued by that
railway. And now they found themselves at
the end of three months without this prelimi-
nary step having been taken. He thought the
leader of the Government should take this,
the earliest, opportunity of giving the House
and the country the fullest possible explana-
tion as to the reasons which had led to this
extraordinary and unexpected delay.

Mr. Jones (Leeds) said the general feeling
of the Province of Ontario, so far as he had
been able to ascertain it, was this-that the
Intercolonial Railway was undertaken only as
one of the conditions of the Union with the
Maritime Provinces, and that if the Union
was not to last, it would be wrong to carry
out this condition, and incur an expense of
twenty-five million dollars, one half of which
the people of Ontario would pay without
deriving any advantage, directly or indirectly,
from the construction of the road. He consid-
ered that if Nova Scotia went out of the
Union, the compact would be broken, and the
obligation to construct the Intercolonial
would no longer be binding, although he
agreed that if the Union continued the rail-
way should be built.

Sir John A. Macdonald said, though unfor-
tunately there was a feeling of dissatisfaction
displayed in the Province of Nova Scotia,
with regard to the Union or the mode in
which it was carried, there was no reason for
not proceeding with the construction of the
Intercolonial. Such a step would be a jus-
tification and excuse for increasing the dis-
satisfaction of Nova Scotia. The Govern-
ment-and he was sure the people of old
Canada and New Brunswick-deeply regret-
ted that the feeling should exist; but they
would fain hope and believe that as they
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became better acquainted with each other,
that dissatisfaction would decrease, and that
the suspicion of wrong which had obtained
would be diminished by justice and equity
being exercised by this Parliament towards
every portion of the Dominion, and that
before long the feeling of dissatisfaction
would disappear, and that all would be
satisfied to be united in one Dominion, under
one Parliament, as they were now, loyally
united under one Queen. His honourable
friend must see that it would not be the best
mode of arriving at this conclusion to deal
with the question of proceeding with the
Intercolonial as one still open for discussion.
He could appreciate the feelings of some of
the people of Nova Scotia. It had always been
the case with such Unions at the commence-
ment that they had been accompanied by a
considerable feeling of dissatisfaction. The
majority of the people of Scotland at the time
of the Union with England were exceedingly
dissatisfied with the measure, and it was only
by the perseverance of the British Government
in a course of equity and justice, and
kindness, and generosity to the people of
Scotland that at last, though by slow degrees,
and after very many years, the people of
Scotland became reconciled to the loss of
their ancient independence; and not the least
prosperous part of Her Majesty's Dominions
was the ancient Kingdom of Scotland, and
her sons were found everywhere in positions
of trust, a much wider field for their ambi-
tions being now open to them than if Scot-
land had remained a separate country. He
trusted to see the same result with regard to
Nova Scotia, although he hoped the period of
its dissatisfaction would not be so long pro-
tracted as in the case of Scotland. Meanwhile
he thought in the highest degree undesirable
that they should contemplate as a possibility
so great a misfortune happening as would be
the severance from this Dominion of one of
its Provinces, and it was quite clear that if
the other Provinces repudiated the obligation
they voluntarily undertook as to the contri-
bution of the railway, it would be a justifica-
tion to Nova Scotia to continue the agitation
with greater intensity, on account of the
breach of faith with which they would be
able to charge us. He considered it to be the
duty of the Parliament and Government of
Canada to carry out to the letter and in the
spirit every promise they had made, and then
there would be no justification, looking at it
from our point of view, in the desire of any
portion of the people of Nova Scotia to secede
from the Union. With reference to the re-

marks of his honourable friend the member
for Chateauguay, he denied there had been
any breach of faith in postponing the decision
as to the route. The Imperial Act required
that within six months of the Union prepa-
rations for the construction of the road
should be made, and this Parliament had
fulfilled that obligation by passing the neces-
sary legislation during the first part of this
session. As regarded the route, he had stated
that this Government would decide upon a
line or lines, and submit them to the Home
Government, the question had occupied the
anxious attention of this Government, both
on account of the importance of the work and
from the fear of the occurrence of any mis-
take, which if once committed could never be
repaired. The matter also was one with re-
gard to which there was a great diversity of
local interest, and local feelings, and the
Government had been overwhelmed with
pamphlets and newspapers, and communica-
tions pressing upon them the arguments in
favour of one route or the other. These had
to be carefully weighed before a final deci-
sion was come to. He might say, that a
majority of the members of the Government
had felt that they had not information
enough, and further information was being
obtained at this moment by competent engi-
neers.

Mr. F. Jones disclaimed any desire to assist
the dismemberment of the Confederation, but
pointed out that the case of Scotland, quoted
by the Hon. Premier, did not furnish a paral-
lel, Scotland having no Local Government
left her by the Union, which was not Federal,
but Legislative, and not therefore being capa-
ble of the united remonstrance which had
proceeded from the Nova Scotian Chambers.
As a member of the House, he was justified
in reference to facts which were perfectly
notorious, and regarding the expenditure of
this enormous sum of money as an integral
part of the Confederation bargain, he could
not consent to its appropriation, if the
Confederation was not to be perpetual.

Hon. Mr. Cartier was quite prepared to
agree that Ontario was the most wealthy and
most prosperous of the Provinces, but she
was for that reason the one most interested in
the possession of the road. (Mr. Blake, No!
No!) The honourable member said No! but he
was not speaking to convert him. (Laughter.)
Ontario was more interested than any other
Province in seeing the opening of this outlet
to the sea. Her prosperity was liable to be
ruined to-morrow by the caprice of Mr.
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McCullough, who might, if he desired it, by
mere customs regulation, deprive her of the
advantage of the bonding system, and of
American transit. The opening of the Inter-
colonial Railway will relieve them from de-
pendence upon the goodwill of any Secretary
of the United States Treasury, who would not
be disposed to force the whole of their traffie
to run in other channels. He threw out these
considerations for the benefit of the honoura-
ble member (Mr. Blake) in the hope that he
would bestow upon them all thé attention of
which his great grasp of mind, his luminous
intellect, and his anxiety for the welfare of
his great Province were so well capable.
(Laughter.)

Mr. Connell, who was very imperfectly
heard, was understood to contend that the
construction of the Intercolonial must be pro-
ceeded with as an act of justice to New
Brunswick, to which the building of that
railway was as much a condition of the
Union as it was to Nova Scotia.

Mr. Stewart Campbell, as one of the rep-
resentatives of Nova Scotia, did not regret
this discussion. He believed the disaffection
unhappily existing in Nova Scotia would be
allayed, when it was understood there that
that disaffection had been brought up to this
Parliament as a reason why the Intercolonial
Railway should not be proceeded with. There
was no question in which the people of Nova
Scotia took a deeper interest than in the
construction of this great work. As one of the
representatives of Nova Scotia he had entire
confidence in the Government that they
would discharge their duty in this matter
with as much expedition as was consistent
with a proper location of the line.

Mr. Blake pointed out that the Imperial
Act did not require, as the Premier had
stated, that the Act of this Parliament should
be passed within six months of the Union,
but that they should pass an Act for the
commencement of the road within six
months, and its construction without inter-
mission, and completion with all practicable
speed. He did not think the Government had
carried out the duty imposed on them, either
in its letter or spirit.

Sir John A. Macdonald said he would leave
to grammarians the question as to the precise
construction of the sentences referred to. He
would say, however, that in point of fact
something had actually been done in New
Brunswick towards the construction of the
road.

[Mr. Cartier (Montreal East).]

Mr. Mackenzie said, whatever difference of
opinion there might be as to the grammatical
construction of the sentence of the Act which
had been quoted, there could be no difference
as to the statement of the Government in the
early part of the session, that it was absolute-
ly necessary then to pass the Bill. When some
gentlemen required further time for discus-
sion and consideration, the Government
urged that the immediate passage of the Bill
was necessary, not merely in order to comply
with the letter of the law, but to enable them
to make a commencement; and it was chiefly
for this reason that the Bill was hurried
through, he thought without sufficient consid-
eration, by this House. That was one of the
reasons assigned for refusing members a vote
as to the location of the railway. He thought
there must be some other reason than the
Premier had alleged for delaying the decision
as to that question.

Hon. Mr. Holon-What can it be?
(Laughter).

The motion was then allowed to stand until
to-morrow.

BANK SHAREHOLDERS

Mr. Mackenzie moved for a return of the
shareholders in the several banks of the
Dominion. Carried.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY

Mr. Mackenzie moved an address calling
for the names of the Engineers appointed in
connection with the Intercolonial Railway;
the instructions issued with regard to the
survey of the routes and other particulars
respecting the instructions given such Engi-
neers. Carried.

Hon. Mr. Holton said the leader of the
Government had previously announced that
the minority of his colleagues desired more
information on this subject before acquies-
cing in the decision of the majority, and as the
Government had acquiesced in the last mo-
tion, it followed that those Engineers had
been appointed to get the very information re-
quired by the minority to enable them to
come to a conclusion. It would, he thought, be
desirable to supplement the information made
by the leader of the Government a little while
ago by informing the House as to the character
of the information which the minority desired,
the extent of it, the time likely to be con-
sumed in obtaining it, and when it might be
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reasonably expected the Government would
be in a position to determine the location of
this road.

Sir John A. Macdonald hoped honourable
gentlemen opposite would allow the Gov-
ernment to proceed with due deliberation and
caution in this matter. (Laughter).

DOMINION STOCK

Hon. Mr. Holion moved that a statement be
laid before the House showing the amount of
Dominion stock sold, the names of the pur-
chasers, and the rates obtained, and showing
also from whom, for what amount, and at
what rates unaccepted tenders were received.

Hon. Mr. Rose did not think it would be
wise to publish the names of those whose
tenders had not been accepted.

Hon. Mr. Holton did not want the return at
all, unless it included the rejected offers. He
thought the honourable gentleman managing
the finances was bound to render Parliament
a full statement in relation to this stock.

Hon. Mr. Rose argued that there would be
strong objections in the country to publish-
ing, on every occasion, the names of those
holding this stock, and there would be still
more objection to publishing the names of
such as had made offers which were not
accepted. It would be extremely ill advised to
inquire into the private affairs of individuals
unless there was a politic object for doing so.
He knew that the names of bank shareholders
were published, but for the very obvious
reason that they were liable to the public for
double the amount of their stock in the bank,
and hence the necessity for the publication of
their names, with the amount of stock held
by each; but the holders of the Dominion
stock held it as a person might hold mortgages
or other form of security, and their private
business should not be published. The rule
was a good one, that Parliament should not
pry into the affairs of individuals or corpora-
tions, unless it was necessary for the public
interest. With the exception he had noted he
had no objection to the motion.

Hon. Mr. Holion inquired what was the
English practice with regard to public loans.
His impression was that such returns as now
asked for were made.

Hon. Mr. Rose quoted from Parliamentary
practice to show that even to ask the names

of persons holding stock such as this Do-
minion stock, was held to be a most unusual
proceeding.

Hon. Mr. Holton said that the statement
just quoted had reference to stocks, not to
loans.

Hon. Mr. Rose maintained that it came to
the same thing. The objection was to giving to
the public the names of those taking the
stock.

Hon. Mr. Holion explained that he did not
want returns of the transfers made from time
to time with a view of showing the present
ownership of the stock. What he wanted was
a full account of the loan. It was an experi-
ment, a successful one-one that he had had
a share in sustaining as the best policy for
the country; and now he desired to see fully
the manner in which that loan had been
carried out. If the honourable gentleman op-
posite persisted in his objection, he (Mr.
Holton) would allow the resolution to stand
as a notice of motion.

Sir John A. Macdonald said that to obtain
the names of the present stockholders and
publish them would be an undue and uncalled
for interference with private rights. It was
quite clear to him that it would be wrong, as
he felt it would to give the names of the
owners of Dominion stock, on 16th March, it
was equally wrong to give the names of the
owners on the 29th January. The evil would
be the same in the one case as in the other,
and one result of it would inevitably be that
people would be prevented from investing in
this fund. The mover had in his (Sir John's)
opinion made out no case, and he could not
see what advantage the motion would be to
any one unless to satisfy the curiosity of
somebody.

Hon. Mr. Holton still believed it to be of
importance that the information sought
should be obtained, and he hoped it would
not be refused. The country wanted to know
how this loan had been managed. There was
some inquiry for instance as to whether an
extensive monetary institution in the country
had not made an offer for a large amount of
stock at a considerable discount in, the first
place, and subsequently agreed to take it at
par or something like it. The fullest informa-
tion was in fact desirable, and so far from
feeling himself bound to make out a case, he
thought honourable gentlemen opposing it
were bound to make out their case. The
resolution was ultimately allowed to stand as
a notice of motion.
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STRATHROY POSTMASTER

Mr. Mackenzie moved an address for cop-
ies of correspondence regarding the appoint-
ment of Mr. Soon as Postmaster of Strathroy,
and bis dismissal from that office. Carried.

ANNUAL DRILL FOR 1867

Mr. Pope moved an address for copies of
correspondence between the Volunteer offic-
ers and Adjutant-General or Assistant Ad-
jutant-General, respecting the Annual Drill
for 1867.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said the Government had
no objection to this motion, and all corre-
spondence on the subject would be given to
the House. He might state that before long
the volunteer force would resume their drill
as formerly. In reference to a question for-
merly asked by the honourable member on
the same subject, the Government were not
in a position to answer until the vote of
credit had been passed by the House in the
first part of the session.

Mr. Pope accepted the explanation as satis-
factory. On a former occasion, when he had
inquired as to whether the volunteers would
be called on to drill this year, he had been
curtly answered by the Government that they
had the matter under consideration. As he
had made the enquiry in the interest of the
volunteers, he thought the same information
just given might have been given at the
outset. As the object of the motion had been
answered, he would now withdraw it.

Hon. Mr. Cartier, in reply, stated that his
remark, as noted by the member for Comp-
ton, had been wrongly interpreted. No other
answer could have been given at that period,
and no discourtesy whatever was intended.

Mr. Ross (Prince Edward) expressed bis
satisfaction with the Government statement
regarding the volunteers.

The motion was then withdrawn.

LATE ELECTIONS

Mr. Blake moved an address for copies of
al warrants, orders, etc. connected with the
issue of the writs for the late elections for
Huntingdon, Montmorency and Restigouche.
Carried.

Mr. Blake also moved that an order of this
House do issue for copies of all the orders,
etc. for the late elections in the above named
constituencies. Carried.

THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORY

Hon. Mr. Holton inquired whether any an-
swer had been received from the Imperial
authorities to the Address of both Houses of
the Canadian Parliament on the subject of
the annexation of the North-West Territory
to the Dominion. The Address framed in the
terms of the Union Act had left the country
about three months ago, and he took it that
in that period some communication relative
to it must have been received by the Gov-
ernment of the Dominion. He could not imag-
ine the Imperial Government would treat
both Houses of the Canadian Parliament with
so much contempt as to withhold for so long
a period an answer to a communication of
such importance.

Sir John A. Macdonald said it was not very
convenient for the Government to rely with-
out notice to questions such as this. If a
notice had been put in the paper calling for
the information, Government would feel
bound to have furnished every information
they could on the subject.

i.on. Mr. Holton said it struck him that in
reference to so grave a matter as an Address
from both Houses of Parliament, Ministers of
the Crown ought to voluntarily supply infor-
mation at the earliest possible moment. It
seemed to him that it would have been im-
proper to move for a return in relation to an
address of both Houses of Parliament to the
throne. He took it for granted that Ministers
had used due diligence in forwarding the
address. Had any correspondence on the sub-
ject been received?

Sir John A. Macdonald said the Address
had been forwarded and would not, he was
quite sure, be treated with contempt. Such an
address would be sure to receive at the hands
of Her Majesty's advisers all the courtesy and
attention uniformly extended to every
Province connected with the Empire.
Therefore, there was no fear on that hand. As
to the Government of the Dominion, he did
not admit that it was their duty to have
arisen of their own accord and made the
statement asked for. Now that the inquiry
had been made, he could inform his honoura-
ble friend that there had been no answer to
the address as yet. This had, the Government
believed, been caused by the impossibility
almost of holding a meeting of the English
Cabinet, in consequence of the illness of Earl
Derby; but there was no doubt that the wish
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of the people of Canada, as expressed
through their representatives, would not be
unattended to.

Mr. Mackenzie said that the question was
also asked whether there had been any corre-
spondence on the subject between the two
Governments.

Sir John A. Macdonald could only say in
reply that the Address had been sent home,
and there was reason to believe an answer to
it would soon be received.

The subject then dropped.

Mr. Mackenzie rose to say that a statement
had been made that a member of that House
had been appointed to a seat in another
branch of the Legislature. It appeared to him
that that House was entitled to the first
information on that subject, and that steps
ought to have been taken by the Government,
if the seat had been so vacated, to have the
county in question represented. He would
wish the Government to inform the House on
the subject.

Sir John A. Macdonald said he had been
engaged in preparing the motion for the
issuing of the writ when the honourable
member rose to speak. Seconded by Hon. Mr.
Cartier, he (Sir John) would move that a writ
do issue for the election of a member to
represent the County of Lincoln in this
Parliament in place of Mr. J. R. Benson, who
has been appointed a member of the Senate.
Carried.

The House then adjourned.

NOTICES OF MOTION

The following notices of motion have been
given:-

Mr. Mifls-That the members of the sever-
al Local Legislatures be supplied with copies
of papers and documents of the Dominion
Parliament.

Mr. Chamberlin-Address for copies of all
instructions issued by His Excellency to the
Lieutenant-Governors of the Provinces in the
Dominion.

Mr. Masson (Terrebonne)-Copies of all
correspondence between the Imperial Gov-
ernment and the Government of the late
Province of Canada since February, 1863, on
the colonial military expenditure and mili-
tary defence of the late Province of Canada;

and between the Imperial Government and
that of the Dominion since July lst, 1861, on
the same subject.

Dr. Parker-Address for copies of any rep-
resentations addressed to His Excellency by
members of this House, respecting the mark
of Royal favour which Her Majesty has been
pleased to confer on them, and of all des-
patches on the same subject to and from Her
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the
Colonies.

Mr. McCarthy-Address for the return of
steamboat inspectors in Quebec and Ontario,
names, duties and salaries; number of vessels
inspected by each, and their tonnage; the
contingent expenses paid by the Government
to the said inspectors; the whole from 1865 to
the present date.

Mr. Mills-For copies of all correspondence
between the Government of the late Province
of Canada and Great Britain, and the present
Government of Canada and Great Britain,
with a view to claiming cooperation from the
Government of the United States for property
destroyed in Canada by the hands of maraud-
ers, publicly armed and organized in the
United States.

Mr. Mills--For copies of correspondence
between the Government of Canada and the
States with reference to the rendition of the
leaders of the Fenian invaders of Canada.

Mr. Mills--For copies of all correspondence
between the Canadian Government and
Secretary of State for the Colonies, or other
of Her Majesty's Ministers, with reference to
the acquisition by Canada of the North-West
Territory and Prince Rupert's Land, since 1st
December last.

Mr. Blanchet-Inquiry whether it is the in-
tention of the Government to replace the
steamer Victoria, lost when returning from
Havana more than a year ago, and to rebuild
the steamer Advance, of which the services
are required for placing and removing buoys,
and for conveying supplies to the lighthouses
in the Lower St. Lawrence and the Gulf.

Hon. Mr. Holton-That a statement be laid
before the House showing the amount of
Dominion stock sold, the names of the pur-
chasers, and the rates obtained, and showing
also from whom, for what amounts, and at
what rates unaccepted tenders were received.
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Mr. Connell-Address for the names and
number of Post and Way Offices in New
Brunswick, stating the counties separately,
the number of offices in each county author-
ized to sell internal revenue stamps on the lst
March last.

Mr. Connefl-Inquiry whether an Act to
impose duties on promissory notes and bills
of exchange, assented to December 21, 1867,
is construed to impose a duty on notes and
bills of exchange under the suin of $24.

S
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Mr. Pope-For a special committee to in-
quire into and report on the best means of
protecting hemlock timber from the destruc-
tion caused by those manufacturing extract
of hemlock bark; for a return showing the
amount of legal tender redeemed in gold
during the first twelve months of their circu-
lation; inquiry whether it is the intention of
the Government to continue to allow the
formation of military organization within the
Dominion for the defence of foreign powers.



HOUSE OF COMMONS

Tuesday, March 17, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

ELECTION PETITIONS

Mr. Speaker intimated that he had exam-
ined the recognizances of the election peti-
tions with reference to Berthier, Verchères
and Hochelaga, and found them unobjectiona-
ble.

Mr. Speaker read a letter from Hon. J. C.
Chapais, stating that he had accepted a seat
in the Senate, and withdrew his petition
claiming a seat in the House for Kamouraska.

Mr. Walsh moved that order referring said
petition to General Elections Committee be
discharged. Carried.

Hon. Mr. Dorion asked if Government would
immediately have a writ issued for a new
election.

Sir John A. Macdonald said he would state
the course Government intended to take. He
would move to-morrow that the petition be
referred to the Standing Committee on Pe-
titions and Elections, with instructions to in-
vestigate the matter, but he would consult the
member for Hochelaga before making the
motion.

Hon. Mr. Dorion could not see the object of
such a reference, when there was no pretense
now that there was an election at all. It
might be proper to have an investigation to
ascertain who were the guilty parties, if any;
but he saw no reason for delaying the writ
unless Government was prepared to say some
legislation was necessary with respect to that
county.

Sir John said the question whether there
should be legislation was an aspect of the
case which he thought the House should
consider.

PRINTING COMMITTEE'S REPORT

Mr. Mackenzie presented the report of the
Printing Committee, recommending the print-
ing of various papers, and also that one copy
of all the documents of this Parliament be

sent to all the members of the Local Legis-
lature in both branches. He moved that the
reports be adopted. Carried.

INDEPENDENCE OF PARLIAMENT

Sir John A. Macdonald gave notice that on
Friday he would introduce a Bill for securing
the Independence of Parliament; also a Bill
respecting provisions of both Houses of
Parliament and members thereof.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY

Mr. Jones (North Leeds) moved an address
for al] correspondence, reports, etc. respecting
location and construction of the Intercolonial
Railway since 3rd December, 1867. Carried.

NORTH-WEST TERRITORY

Mr. Jones (North Leeds) moved an address
for all correspondence had with the Gov-
ernment respecting the North-West Territory,
including British Columbia, since 5th De-
cember, 1867.

Hon. Mr. Holion, who seconded the motion,
said he understood yesterday from the Leader
of the Government that there had been no
reply yet received to the address of the two
Houses of Parliament on this subject. As
Government, however, assented to this ad-
dress, he assumed there had been some corre-
spondence, but if there was no reply from the
Home Government, it couldn't be of much
consequence.

Sir John A. Macdonald said there had been
no correspondence with the Home Govern-
ment. except the despatch transmitting the
address of both Houses; and the only other
papers which could be sent down related to
the desire of British Columbia to be admitted
into the Union. As soon as the answer from
the Home Government came, it would be
brought down without delay.

Hon. Mr. Holton doubted whether the limit
fixed in the address, 5th December, was cor-
rect.

Sir John A. Macdonald-You seconded it.
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Hon. Mr. Holion said he was always willing
to oblige a neighbour, but it was not to be
supposed that the Government had invited
both branches of the Legislature to take so
important a step as to pass an address on
whicli the annexation of that immense region
to this country was to be founded, without
having had some previous correspondence
with the Imperial authorities. He thought it
was the papers which led the Government to
adopt the course which they invited Parlia-
ment to take in December. He was afraid he
would have no results whatever on that ques-
tion during the present year. His own convic-
tion was that the Address was a delusive
proceeding-that the Minister of Public
Works having made certain declarations dur-
ing the electoral campaign in Upper
Canada-which declarations could hardly be
made good by the facts-had felt himself
constrained, in order to sustain his position
before the country, to do anything, and that
that something was the Address which lie
moved without having reached the stage in
the negotiations which would have justified
him or his colleagues to study that course.
His conviction was strong that a settlement of
the question was as far from attainment now
as it was six months ago, when the honoura-
ble gentleman made these declarations.

Mr. Jones said the reason why he had
limited the Address to the period since 5th
December, was that the answer to a similar
address was brought on that date.

Sir John A. Macdonald hoped the mover
and seconder would settle between them-
selves what their motion should be.

Dr. Parker said when Government intro-
duced the address respecting the North-West
Territory, the ground they alleged for urgen-
cy was that important State reasons required
the measure to be proceeded with immediate-
ly. If there were important State reasons
which applied to this Dominion, they ought to
be communicated to this House. If it was
meant that they were important state reasons,
applying only to the Imperial Government,
then the delay which had occurred in an-
swering the address would seem to falsify the
assertion. If any correspondence had taken
place between the Government and the
Hudson's Bay Company, he wished to inquire
whether that correspondence would be
brought down under this address.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the Govern-
ment would send down all the correspond-
ence they had in their hands to send. Did the

honourable gentleman who had just spoken
wish to have a vote of censure passed on the
Imperial Government for not answering the
address sooner?

Dr. Parker-We will begin with your
Government first.

Mr. Mackenzie said since there had been
no correspondence, it was gratifying at least
to know that there had been no unfavourable
response to the address of this Parliament,
for the impression somehow had gone abroad
that something unfavourable had occurred.
He hoped when the despatch which accom-
panied the address was brought down, it
would be such as to justify the House in
believing that the Government had earnestly
pushed forward the measure which they had
carried with such urgency through Parlia-
ment, and that it was not merely a temporary
political exigency, as had been suggested by
the member for Chateauguay, which led to
the adoption of that course. The Minister of
Public Works, who was not generally a very
imaginative individual, did indulge in some
very extravagant flights of imagination on
this subject during last election, at some of
the meetings at which he (Mr. Mackenzie)
was present. That honourable gentleman told
the people that he was gratified to be able to
inform them that the Union with some of the
other colonies was a matter not of months
but of weeks. He (Mr. Mackenzie) had waited
patiently for the correspondence with those
colonies which would have justified that
statement, but had waited in vain. It ap-
peared to be a myth, like many other asser-
tions of that honourable gentleman during his
canvass. He regretted the delay which
had occurred in answering the address, and
hoped this Government was not a party to it;
but certainly matters had not that satisfac-
tory appearance which he would desire as an
ardent friend of the Union of the British
Provinces.

Hon. Mr. Holton said he must admit that
he was not previously aware of the fact that
all the correspondence respecting the
North-West. up to 5th December, was already
before the House.

Sir John A. Macdonald-Neither was I.
(Laughter).

Hon. Mr. Holton said he was sure no
correspondence had been submitted to the
House setting forth the terms and conditions
under which the North-West Territory was to
be obtained by this country; and if all the
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correspondence to 5th December had been
brought down, then the Government stood
convicted of having moved the address with-
out having any proper basis for it whatever.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said the position taken
by the member for Chateauguay seemed to be
this-that the Government should have en-
tered into some kind of negotiations, secret or
otherwise, in order to ascertain beforehand
what special terms and conditions ought to be
adopted in bringing this Territory under the
jurisdiction of the Government of this coun-
try. The Government had taken a different
view, the Union Act declaring that the
North-West Territory might be handed over
to the jurisdiction of Canada on such terms
and conditions as should expressed in the
address of the two Houses of Parliament. The
Government assumed that, in pursuance of
that Act, what they had to do was to ascer-
tain for themselves the termas and conditions
on which they would accept the Territory,
and having got the assent of both Houses to
these terms, they forwarded the address to
the Home Government, and now awaited
their answer. An honourable gentleman op-
posite thought this Government was censura-
ble, because no answer was yet received.
Surely they were not to settle both sides of
the contract. If the Imperial Government and
Parliament had other terms and conditions to
propose, we would have to pronounce upon
them when presented to us. As regarded the
delay, they hoped and expected that probably
the next mail would bring the answer of the
Imperial Government, The House knew that
in England the Premier had retired, and
another had taken his place, and necessarily
delays and changes of policy would occur.
This might account for some of the delay in
answering the address, which he confessed he
very much regretted. He did think there were
high reasons of State why this question
should be settled at the earliest moment; he
thought so still, and he must say there had
been no failure of duty on the part of this
Government in urging the matter. As regard-
ed what he had said during the last election,
one could not be expected to stand by all the
pictures of imagination which might be
drawn during the heat of an election contest.
(Laughter). He would say, however, that in
Newfoundland there were several gentlemen
occupying prominent positions, who took part
in the negotiations of 1864, and who were
still anxious that that Colony should enter
the Union. It was well known what views
were expressed by the Governor of New-

foundland, when recently in this country, and
the newspapers of the last few weeks showed
that there was a desire prevailing among a
large portion of the people of that Colony to
join their fortunes with ours. As regarded
British Columbia, at a public meeting presid-
ed over by the Mayor of Victoria, resolutions
in favour of Union were passed, and similar
resolutions had previously been passed unani-
mously, he believed, by the Legislature. He
thought, therefore, he had been justified in
assuming, with overtures of this kind from
the other Colonies, that the Union would soon
be extended. Delays had occurred, but he
believed that in a short tirne we would have
formal proceedings, which would be a basis
for action, and the extension of the Union,
therefore, he looked upon as no myth.

Mr. Mackenzie pointed out that the visit of
the Governor of Newfoundland and the ac-
tion taken in British Columbia were subse-
quent to the speeches made by the Minister
of Public Works to which he had referred. He
was happy to believe that there was a desire
for Union among a large proportion of the
population of these colonies, but such unau-
thorized statements as those of the Minister
of Public Works, admitted to have been made
without any foundation, were calculated to do
more harm than good, by raising hopes which
must be disappointed to a greater or lesser
extent.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the Minister of
Public Works had not meant it to be inferred
that the expressions used by the Governor of
Newfoundland and the resolutions passed in
British Columbia were the only indications
the Government had had of a prospect of
Union with those Colonies. He could assure
the House they had had frequent communica-
tion of a very important nature, all tending
in the direction of an extension of the Union
long before these indications. They had had
no official communications, The member for
Lambton must know, or no doubt as a mem-
ber of the Government would soon know,
that official communications conveyed results,
and that the most important portion of the
public business was transacted by being made
matter of arrangements and discussion in an
unofficial form before the results were com-
municated in official documents. His honoura-
ble friend was quite justified in stating he
had reason to believe that Confederation
would, ere long, be extended East and West.

Mr. Savary said this discussion gave him a
favourable opportunity of making a remark
which he thought it his duty to make on
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taking his seat. He desired to protest that his
taking his seat should not be considered as
any assent to Confederation of the Province
of Nova Scotia with Canada, until its legality
was fairly tested. (Hear, hear, and laughter).
He made this observation on behalf of 16
members representing Nova Scotia in this
House. It was well known that a delegation
had gone to England constitutionally repre-
senting the people of Nova Scotia, to request
the consent of the British Government to the
repeal of a Union carried in defiance of the
wishes and contrary to the interests of that
Province. With the objects of that delegation
he believed at least 16 members of this House
from Nova Scotia out of 19, were in cordial
sympathy, and any part they might take in
the deliberations of this House had only the
more fully satisfied him ought to be carried
out in the interests of the people of Nova
Scotia.

Mr. Mills said when this question was
formerly before the House, he took exception
to the reactions because they proposed to
establish in the North-West Territory a
Government that would be subordinate to the
Government of Canada, which he considered
would be a violation of the Federal principle
recognized in the Union Act. He had consid-
ered it essential that the Government to be
established should occupy the same position
as the Governments of the Provinces already
within the Union, or of those still to be
admitted, and should derive its powers, not
from the Federal Government, but from some
independent source. He inferred from what
had been stated by the honourable gentleman
opposite, that exception had been taken to
the address of this Parliament, and that had
been intimated to the Government that it
would be necessary to provide for local self-
government in the North-West Territory as
in the other portions of the Dominion.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said nothing he had
stated justifled such an inference.

Mr. Blake said he entirely concurred in the
view expressed by the member for Bothwell,
and he denied that the address stated any
terms or conditions of Union at all, with the
exception of the reservation of the legal
rights of certain persons and corporations
which had of course to be reserved. The
proposal of the address was on unconditional
transfer, giving us absolute power over the
territory and making it subordinate to us in
the same way as we are subordinate to the
Empire. This was the logical meaning of the
address. It was on this ground that his

[Mr. Savary (Digby).]

honourable friend from Bothwell, his honour-
able friend from Chateauguay, and himself
had fought against it, but they had been told
that was the form in which the Imperial
Government would probably be disposed to
give them the territory. He did not believe
that the Imperial Government would be dis-
posed to sanction anything of the kind, so as
to make that country a dependency.

The motion was then agreed to.

ABDUCTION OF ALLAN MACDONALD

Mr. Mackenzie moved an address for cor-
respondence regarding the abduction of Allan
Macdonald from the township of Moore by
United States officials. In doing so, he said he
hoped the Minister of Justice was not in a
position to state whether the report in the
newspapers, to which he had referred yester-
day, was true or false-that after the United
States authorities had admitted the illegality
of the proceedings of their officials, the
British Minister at Washington had declined
to accept the release of the prisoner, who
had been improperly abducted from British
territory.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the papers
would be brought down. He was bound to say
the answer given by the British Minister at
Washington to Secretary Seward was what
had. been stated, that without having com-
municated with the Government of Canada,
he had stated that he would not ask for the
liberation of the party under the circum-
stances. The papers in this case had been sent
by him to the Government of the Dominion.
He had been greatly surprised to learn that
the person illegally abducted had been al-
lowed to be retained in the United States
without being sent back to Canada. It was
due to the House and the country to have
some explanations of the extraordinary and
unprecedented conduct of the British Min-
ister at Washington. (Hear, hear.) We should
not permit any British Minister to take upon
himself to say he would surrender the rights
and liberties of a British subject, whom the
American authorities had no right to detain.
(Hear, hear.)

The motion was then carried.

POSTMASTERS

Mr. Mackenzie moved for copies of letters
addressed to Postmasters in the County of
Lambton by the Post Office Inspector at
London, and of letters or instructions from
the Department of the Postmaster General to
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the Inspector at London, having reference to
the conduct of such Inspectors or Postmasters
in his division at the late general election.
Carried.

Mr. Mackenzie moved for documents as to
the charges preferred against Mr. Harrison,
Postmaster of Oil Springs. Carried.

Mr. Mackenzie moved for documents as to
the charges preferred against Mr. Kimball,
Postmaster at Wilkesport. Carried.

PARLIAMENT

Sir John A. Macdonald introduced a Bill
providing that Parliament should not be dis-
solved by the demise of the Crown. Second
reading ordered for Friday.

EXTRADITION TREATY

Sir John A. Macdonald introduced a Bill
for the extension of the Extradition Treaty. It
was, he explained, known to honourable mem-
bers that the Ashburton Treaty provided, and
the Imperial Act affecting the Treaty provid-
ed, that the Imperial Act should remain in
force in all the colonies until Colonial Acts
had been passed, giving effect to the Treaty;
and where such Acts were satisfactory to the
Imperial Government, that then such Colo-
nies should be governed by the Colonial and
not by the Imperial Act. Such an Act had
been adopted by Canada, and was now on the
statute book. In Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick the Imperial Act alone applied,
and its working there had been found to be in
a great degree prejudicial. The United States,
in giving effect to the Imperial Act, provided
at once a most comprehensive measure, with
easy machinery to work out the Treaty, and
the Government of Canada subsequently
adopted an Act almost similar. As the meas-
ure remained in Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, it was not so well adapted to
meet the desired end as the United States or
Canadian measures. Whenever a felon fled
from Nova Scotia, for instance, to the United
States, there had to be an application to the
latter Government for his surrender. That
application had to be considered, and an
answer returned, and all this time the felon
was at large, under no restraint. A month or
two would be spent in this way, much to the
hindrance of justice. If such a felon fied from
Canada, it was provided by the United States
that on information on oath, before certain
officers specified in the Act of Congress, the
man should be arrested, and held for two
months if necessary, in order to allow time

for an application from the Canadian Gov-
ernment to the British Ambassador at
Washington to obtain the rendition of the
criminal. The object of the present Bill was to
extend the provisions of the Act of the
Province of Canada to the whole Dominion.

Mr. Blake suggested that it would be well
to extend the Act in another way, so as to
make it applicable to certain classes of crimi-
nals not now included. Such an extension was
much needed, and might even include lar-
ceny. To show that the provisions of the
present Act were defective he need only cite
a recent and very important case.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said it was quite right that
some provisions should be made of the nature
alluded to by the member for West Durham.
The objection which had been urged against
including larceny among extraditible offences
was that under it the Slaves from the South
might be claimed; their taking refuge in
Canada might have been construed into run-
ning away with their clothes. With regard to
the celebrated case to which allusion had
been made, he would inform the honourable
gentleman that there was no Provincial law
with respect to the extradition of parties be-
tween France and England. That extradition
took place under Imperial legislation.

Mr. Blake-Then perhaps, if it were neces-
sary, representation might be made to the
Imperial Government on that as well as the
other subjects alluded to.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the subject of
extradition at present occupied the attention
of the Imperial Government, and no doubt
something would be done to extend the
bounds of the Act.

The Bill was then read a first time, and the
second reading was ordered for Friday.

THE CURRENCY

Hon. Mr. Rose introduced an Act respecting
the currency. The House he presumed was
aware that the existing currency in Nova
Scotia was different from that throughout the
rest of the Dominion. The pound sterling in
Nova Scotia was equal to five dollars of Nova
Scotia money, gold and each English shilling
was worth one quarter of a dollar or twenty-
five cents. The object of the present measure
was to assimilate the currency of the Do-
minion. At present great inconvenience was
felt every day with reference to postal ar-
rangements, stamps on promissory notes and
bills of exchange, and collection on internal
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revenue. The Government of the Dominion
had to consider their best course under the
circumstances. At the outset, the currency in
Nova Scotia presented very considerable at-
traction on account of its simplicity. On the
other hand, they felt the difficulty of making
the currency equal to the standard value of
the United States. Fortunately, the Govern-
ment was relieved from the embarrassment
of making a choice between the two courses.
The adoption of the Nova Scotia currency
would have necessitated great changes in the
whole of the Canadian Provinces. But as the
House was aware, a Congress of all the great
powers of Europe and those of the United
States also, took place at Paris last year.
They adopted certain resolutions with the
view of assimilating the currency of all civi-
lized nations. A basis of agreement had then,
he was happy to say, been almost unanimous-
ly adopted. The standard they agreed to was
that the 25 franc gold piece, new coin, should
be adopted by France, and that it should be
equal to the English sovereign and to the $5
piece of the United States. Following up this,
the United States Government introduced a
Bill which had the effect of reducing the five
dollar piece, and bringing it down to a level
with the 25 franc piece, thus bringing it
within a fraction of the value of the English
sovereign. This Bill brings down the
American $5 piece to about 24 below the
English sovereign, so that the English sov-
ereign, 25f piece, and $5 piece would be of
equal value. If that measure became law, the
new currency would be within a fraction the
same as that now existing in Nova Scotia.
There was very little doubt but England
would follow the action of France. For the
Dominion there must also be some currency.
It would be inconvenient to bring their
friends from Nova Scotia up to the American
standard, with the probablility of reducing
that standard again, and taking it back al-
most to the same level as at present prevailed
in Nova Scotia. The only course that seemed
open to the Government was that which they
had adopted, to bring in a Bill in a double
shape. In the event of England and the United
States not carrying out the recommendations
agreed to in Paris, then part No. 1 of the Bill,
bringing the Nova Scotia standard up to the
present standard of the United States and
Canada, would be put in force by proclama-
tion. But if the recommendations were carried
out by the United States and England, then
part No. 2 would be put in force, which
adapted the currency of Canada to that now
prevailing in Nova Scotia, and which would

[Mr. Rose (Huntingdon).]

then prevail in the United States. These were
the main provisions of his Bill.

Mr. F. Jones had no objection to the as-
similation of the currency, but thought at the
same time that the currency, like the tariff,
ought not to be interfered with annually. He
had some doubts as to how this double-head-
ed Bill would work.

Mr. Blake-The Bill deals entirely with the
question of the value of coin.

Hon. Mr. Rose-Entirely.

Hon. Mr. Holton would like to inquire of
the member introducing the Bill whether it
contained the provisions foreshadowed in the
early part of the session respecting what was
known as the silver nuisance. The honourable
gentleman had expected a great result from
his fifteen per cent and intimated that a very
comprehensive policy would be introduced at
a subsequent period of the session. It was to
be supposed that he was launching the rest of
his scheme that day, and the country had a
good deal of interest in knowing what the
honourable gentleman intended doing to
abate the silver nuisance, or whether he
proposed to deal with it at all in this Bill.

Hon. Mr. Rose said that that nuisance was
being already checked. One of the most lu-
crative sources of the business done by the
express companies in carrying silver was al-
ready, the Government were aware, put a
stop to; and now the Government would be
able to ascertain the quantity in the country,
and deal with the "nuisance", as it was
termed.

Mr. Young inquired, in connection with the
subject of currency, whether the notes of the
Province of Nova Scotia were not redeemable
here?

Hon. Mr. Rose-Unquestionably; these are
obligations of the Dominion, and are redeem-
able in Halifax or anywhere in Canada in
coin.

Mr. Young cited an instance in which a
gentleman in Canada found he could not
exchange these notes for anything whatever,
though application had been made to some of
the banks in the West.

Mr. Morris inquired whether in the Bill
power was taken to issue coinage for the
Dominion.

Hon. Mr. Rose-No special power is taken
for that. There was power to do so already.

The Bill was ordered for a second reading
on Friday.
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GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

Hon. Mr. Rose moved a resolution appro-
priating thirty thousand dollars for five years
towards the geological survey of the Do-
minion. The object, he explained, was to
provide for a geological survey for all parts
of the Dominion. Now the House was aware
Sir W. Logan had charge of the survey of
Canada for many years, and there seemed
latterly to be some doubts as to whether his
advanced age might not prevent the comple-
tion of the great work in which he had been
engaged. But he (Mr. Rose) was happy to say
that Sir William Logan had agreed, almost as
a labour of love, to undertake the prosecution
of it from Halifax up to the extreme Western
section. He was making arrangements to se-
cure the best assistance possible to carry on
this great work to the satisfaction of the
Maritime Provinces and the Dominion gener-
ally, and in such a way as would be worthy
of one of the ablest geologists of the age.

Mr. Mackenzie inquired what was meant
by the extreme West.

Hon. Mr. Rose-The extreme Western lim-
its of the Dominion.

Hon. Mr. McGee thought this matter ought
to be viewed with interest by gentlemen from
Nova Scotia opposite. He hoped the member
from Digby, for instance, would not rise to
protest against this infraction of the in-
dependence of Nova Scotia, by our extending
our geological researches down there.
(Laughter). Two desperate attempts had been
made on the independence of Nova Scotia
that day; one for the assimilation of her
currency with that of the Dominion; the
other to enable us to pry into her mineral
riches. (Laughter). He hoped the House would
continue its legislation in the same friendly
spirits, and show the people of Nova Scotia
that even though every member of their
delegation was absent, their interests would
be cared for, and that when temporary pas-
sion passed it would be found that no act of
injustice would be done to the people of that
Province.

BILL RESPECTING RAILWAYS

Hon. Mr. Cartier introduced a Bill respect-
ing railways. This Bill contained principally
the railroad clauses of the Consolidation Act,
but modified in such a way as to suit the
existing state of things. The intention was
merely to legislate in futuro. It only affected
railways hereafter to be incorporated; but
there was a clause enacting that each provi-

sion should be applicable to the Intercolonial
Railway.

Second reading ordered for Friday.

CONTROVERTED ELECTIONS

Sir John A. Macdonald introduced a Bill
respecting controverted elections. The law on
this point differed in the several Provinces of
the Dominion. New Brunswick still held to
the old practice, obtaining formerly in Eng-
land of trial by the House. New Brunswick
had been a step further, and adopted a meas-
ure between the Colonial Act and the
Grenville Act; Canada had had for some
years the alterations made in the Imperial
Parliament, after many years experience of
the Grenville Act; the Grenville Act had
been found to be a great step towards the
independence of Parliament. Yet it was found
susceptible of great improvement. When this
Act had been in force some years the Election
Committee was reduced from the inconven-
ient number of eleven to five under the old
system. When he first went into Parliament
he found the first and nearly all the second
session lost for effective legislation, in conse-
quence of nearly every member being em-
ployed from morning till night in election
committees. Before making any important
changes in the measure in force in the late
Province of Canada, it would, he thought, be
well to wait the result of legislation in Eng-
land on this point. Whatever new Acts were
adopted in England would be pretty certain
to have a fair trial in 1869, when a general
election was looked for. But in the meantime
it was not necessary there should be three
different tribunals for the trial of these cases,
but the cheapest and shortest mode of settling
them should be adopted. He would move the
first reading; and before sitting down, would
take the opportunity of saying that it was not
the intention of the Government to submit
for the consideration of the House during the
present session, any Act respecting the
qualifications of electors. The Parliament was
only in its first session, had got along very
happily, there was no immediate prospect of
a dissolution, and therefore there was no
special hurry concerning the subject of the
qualifications of electors. When a measure of
the kind is introduced, it ought to be such a
reform Bill as would occupy the attention of
Commons during the whole session. Another
reason why to measure on the subject would
be introduced this session, was because a Bill
on Assessment had been introduced in On-
tario at the first session of the local Parlia-
ment, and was under consideration, and he
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could not but congratulate the Premier of
that Province on the successful and able
manner in which he had conducted its affairs.
Well, a measure on Assessment had been
introduced into that Legislature, and obvious-
ly all the Legislation of the Dominion re-
specting that Province would be rendered
nugatory by the adoption there of an assess-
ment which in the opinion of the House,
might not effect a basis for proper qualifica-
tion.

Mr. Ferguson said that the Legislature of
Ontario had the subject of the franchise
before them, but came to the conclusion to
defer it in order to allow the Federal Legis-
lature to fix a' uniform franchise, and when
that was done it would be easy for Ontario to
follow the example. He had no doubt whatev-
er of the passage of an Assessment Law by
the Ontario Legislature next year, and it
would be well for the Government of the
Dominion to consider what was the proper
franchise.

Hon. J. S. Macdonald said that the desire to
await the action of the Federal Legislature
had been among the reasons causing the
delay of the measure in Ontario; but they
could now go on and deal with that subject in
advance of legislation by the Dominion.

Mr. Mackenzie did not see what the
Assessment Law of Ontario had to do with
the matter at all.

Mr. Blake said it was quite true Ontario
had the subject under consideration, but had
postponed it, principally because the Do-
minion Government promised to deal with it.
Mr. Blake observed that the Legislature of
Ontario had been told that they must wait for
the action of the Central Government, and
that the House was now told that they must
wait for the action of the Local Government.
The extremely delicate consideration of the
two Premiers for each other reminded him of
a celebrated couplet which told how

"Lord Chatham with his rapier drawn
Stood waiting for Sir William Strahan.
Sir William, longing to be at him,
Stood waiting for the Earl of Chatham."

(Much laughter). The honourable leader of
the Government opposite spoke too of a
"Reform Bill." (Hear and laughter.) It was
the first time that word had been heard from
those lips. (Hear.) It was all very well to be
prepared for contingencies; but if, as that
gentleman argued, there was so little prospect
of any immediate necessity for an election
law, then, on the same ground, there was
equally little necessity for passing immediate-

[Sir John A. Macdonald (Kingston).]

ly a law regarding controverted elections. He
(Mr. Blake) thought that if a system could be
devised to remove the trial of controverted
elections from the arena of that House al-
together, it would be far better for the in-
dependence of Parliament.

The second reading was ordered for Friday.
Hon. Mr. Holton said it was very generally

understood in political circles, that the
honourable member for Cumberland (Dr.
Tupper) had left for England on an important
public mission from the Government of the
country. It was also understood that the
member for Sherbrooke had been also invit-
ed to go on that mission, but had declined. He
thought the Government should furnish some
information on the point.

Sir John A. Macdonald-Quite right in
making inquiry, but said he couldn't reply at
once as the papers on the subject were not
before him, but would bring them down to-
morrow. (Laughter).

Hon. Mr. Holon-I did not ask for papers.
Sir John A. Macdonald-The Government

will give all the information asked for to-
morrow, and any papers there may be rela-
tive to the action of the member for Sher-
brooke.

Hon. Mr. Holton thought it satisfactory to
have the papers, but it would be more satis-
factory to have that explanation at once,
which Government might readily give. But
since the honourable gentleman wouldn't tell
the House, he (Mr. Holton) would give the
version he had heard of Dr. Tupper's trip to
England. (Laughter). It was believed Dr.
Tupper was sent to England to counteract the
Hcn. Mr. Howe and the deputation from
Nova Scotia, and the member for Sherbrooke
hesitated to accompany Dr. Tupper, not be-
lieving him to be a fitting man for a mission
of that nature. If Dr. Tupper had really been
sent on a mission of that kind, the Govern-
ment had, in his (Mr. Holton's) opinion, taken
a step so unwise that he shrunk from charac-
terizing it. He regarded it as little short of
insanity to send to England on that mission a
man standing in the position that he did to
the people of his own Province.

Sir John A. Macdonald thought that the
honourable member might restrain his curi-
osity until the papers were brought down,
when he would see if the Government had
acted so unwisely there was at least method
in his madness.

Upon the motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald
the House then adjourned at twelve minutes
to six.
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Wednesday, March 18, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

NAVIGATION

In reply to Mr. Blanche,
Hon. Mr. McDougall stated it was not the

intention of the Government to replace the
steamer "Victoria", which was lost, or to
rebuild the steamer "Advance". The serv-
ice of placing and removing buoys, etc.,
would be performed by other means.

STAMP ACT

Mr. Connell inquired of the Government
whether the Stamp Act was construed to
impose a duty on notes, etc., under the sum
of $25.

Hon. Mr. Rose said it was the province of
the Government to construe the Act, and it
would be improper for them to answer the
question.

PETITIONS FOR THE ROBINSON ROUTE

The question being put on receiving a
number of petitions praying the selection of
Robinson's route for the Intercolonial Rail-
way.

Dr. Parker said the petitioners appeared to
labour under the misapprehension that this
question was still at the disposal of the
House, whereas the House had vested the
Government with the right to decide the
route. He had no desire to abridge the right
of petition; but these petitions, under the
circumstances, appeared unnecessary, and he
desired to know what the Government
proposed to do with them.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said the duties and re-
sponsibilities of the Government to the selec-
tion of a route could not interfere with the
right of any portion of the community, or of
any individual in the Dominion, to address
the House by petition.

Hon. Mr. Holton said the Minister of Mi-
litia had no doubt laid down the law correct-
ly as to the right of petition, but what
signified that right if no action was to be

taken on the petition when received? He
differed a little, however, from his friend the
member for Wellington Centre, as to the
position of this question. Though the House
had vested the Government with the right to
select the route, it was still competent for the
House to repeal the law, or to advise and
instruct the Executive as to what they should
do, and to vote want of confidence in them if
they made an improper selection or failed to
make a selection at all. There was perfect
unanimity on this subject in that portion of
the Dominion from which he (Mr. Holton)
came, and which the Minister of Militia spe-
cially represented as a leading member of the
Government, and lie thought that honourable
gentleman owed it to his own people to treat
their petitions with some degree of courtesy.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said he entirely agreed in
the view taken by his honourable friend as to
Ministerial responsibilities as to these peti-
tions. After being read they were before the
House, and it would be competent for any
member at any time to move what action
upon them he thought proper.

Hon. John Sandfield Macdonald said the
public outside had a very earnest anxiety as
to what was to be the route of the Intercolon-
ial Railway. He desired that speedy action
should be taken, and would suggest to the
member for Chateauguay that he should
move for a committee to whom all these
petitions should be referred, and of which he
(Mr. Holton) should be Chairman. That com-
mittee could report a route and arrive at an
understanding with the Government on the
subject.

Hon. Mr. Holton said, if the honourable
member made this suggestion with the ap-
proval of his friends on the other side, and if
they assented to such a reference to a com-
mittee, he (Mr. Holton) would be willing to
make the motion, and not as Chairman.

Hon. John Sandfield Macdonald said he had
no friends (laughter)-let the gentleman
make his motion, and he would, at all events,
have the satisfaction of knowing that he had
made an effort to show the people of Lower
Canada that he was sincere in his anxiety to
have the route settled. So far as he (Mr.
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Sandfield Macdonald) was concerned, he
would give the honourable gentleman his
support in endeavouring to bring the matter
to an issue.

The petitions were then received.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES

Mr. Connell moved to refer the return to
an address for names and salaries of officers
and employees of the Government and Leg-
islature, etc., to a select committee consisting
of Messrs. Langevin, J. S. Macdonald,
Mackenzie, Young, Gibbs, Blanchet, Pope,
O'Connor, Stuart, Campbell, Burpee and the
mover.

Hon. Mr. Langevin said the question of
duties and salaries of the officers of the
Government Departments was now under the
consideration of the Government, and they
had brought in a Bill to regulate it. As
regarded the duties and salaries of officers of
the House, that matter had been taken up by
the Contingencies Committee. Both branches
of the subject would therefore be dealt with,
and he thought the appointment of another
committee unnecessary. He hoped the motion
would be withdrawn.

Mr. Young said he had seconded the motion
with much pleasure. As regarded the Con-
tingencies Committee, he found there was a
feeling abroad that that Committee was not
likely to make any important move in the
direction of economy. The Secretary of State
was Chairman of that Committee. With all
deference to that gentleman, he thought it
would have been better if a member of the
Government, who was a servant of this
House just as much as its other officers, had
not been Chairman of such a Committee. He
thought the House should follow the good
example which had been set by the Senate in
taking measures to cut down its expenses. He
was not one of those who believed that par-
simony was economy, nor would he reduce
the number or pay of officers, if he thought
the doing so would injure the efficiency of the
public service. But he did think there was
room for retrenchment in the service of this
House, which at present employed about 140
officers, with salaries amounting to some-
where about $100,000. The House had most
excellent officers, and in some cases he be-
lieved their salaries were too low, but he
thought such a Committee as that proposed if
it set earnestly about the work of reviewing
the expenditure of this House and of the
Civil Service, might do a great deal of good.

[Mr. John S. Macdonald (Cornwall).]

Last year the Civil Service cost $536,000 of
which $375,000 were for salaries, and
$161,000 for contingencies. He found also that
there had been a steady increase in the cost
of the Civil Service. In one year, in 1867, it
had increased no less than $75,000, as com-
pared with 1866. He thought it must have
pleased the House to see on the list of the
committee the name of a gentleman who, as
Premier of Ontario, had distinguished himself
by the decided way on which he had carried
out economy in that Province. Though he
differed from that honourable gentleman as
regarded the political course he had pursued
lately, he must award him every credit for
the way in which he had begun the system of
Government in Ontario with regard to its
expenditure, and he should like to see a
somewhat similar system introduced here.

Mr. Ferguson could not agree in the objec-
tions of the member for Waterloo to a mem-
ber of the Government being Chairman of
the Contingencies Committee. Indeed, if this
motion carried, the name of Secretary of
State was on the list of the proposed Com-
mittee, and according to the usual course he
would be its Chairman. He (Mr. Ferguson)
saw no necessity for a special committee. The
Contingencies Committee within the last day
or two had taken up the subject of dealing
with the salaries and duties of officers of the
House. Its members were as desirous to carry
out economy as any honourable member
could be, and until they showed that they
were unfaithful to their duty, the House
should not withdraw confidence from them.

Mr. Blanchet said it was very well to speak
of economy, but economy did not consist in
not expending money, but in spending it with
discretion. (Hear, hear). There was no ques-
tion but it was the duty of the Government to
see that the departments were carried on
with the strictest economy-that was, he be-
lieved, their aim. At present he had heard it
stated that the number of employees was not
in excess of the requirements, and he hoped
under the circumstances that the motion
would be withdrawn.

Mr. Connell said that in the Province from
which he came there was a good deal of
feeling with reference to what they called the
extravagance shown in the number of Gov-
ernment employees appointed at Ottawa. His
own impression was, that making the salaries
too low was not an object. In order to secure
efficient service, adequate remuneration must
be offered, but unquestionably a good deal of
light was needed in this whole matter, and
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hence the object of desiring the appointment
of this committee. This was certainly the
proper time to take up the subject, and he
was sorry the Government would not accede
to the appointment of the Committee. He
might here mention, that in looking over a
return of the various offices connected with
the Government, he had noticed that, except
in one or two instances, there was an absence
of any appointments from the Maritime
Provinces, and events had gone on in that
respect just as if Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick had never become part and parcel
of the Dominion. He put it to the House
whether that was fair and just. Many of the
employees were found such as could be done
without. Now it was highly desirable the
Administration of the Governrment should be
such as to give satisfaction to the Maritime
Provinces, and such had not been the case so
far.

Hon. Mr. Cartier hoped the honourable
member would consent to withdraw the mo-
tion. Every member of the House, no matter
from what Province hailing, was actuated by
the same desire and determination to do what
was possible to be done toward securing
economy in the public service, either connect-
ed with the House or the public departments.
The mover ought to see, too, that his motion
struck at a decision already come to by the
House. An excellent committee had been
struck to take up the subject, and the honour-
able gentleman wanted to annihilate that
committee. He desires full inquiry also into
the expenditure in the different public de-
partments, but that would strike at the very
root of the principle of responsible govern-
ment. With regard to the expenditure of the
House, the Government was bound to use all
its influence to see that as much economy as
possible was practised by the Contingencies
Committee, but the Government is not direct-
ly responsible for it. It is always assumed to
be a privilege of the House to manage its own
expenditures. The Government would en-
deavour to be as economical as possible in the
administration of the public departments.
Honourable members were aware that al-
ready several measures were before the
House connected with the constitution of the
different Departments. The other day the
Finance Minister introduced a Bill with ref-
erence to the civil service, and when that
measure came up the salaries of the principal
employees in the different Departments
would be subject of discussion by the House.
Again a special committee had been named
already. Supposing the motion of the member

for Carlton, would not the House be justified
in appointing as members of that very com-
mittee those who had been appointed before?

Mr. F. Jones thought his honourable friend
from Carlton astray if he supposed any mem-
ber of the House was opposed to retrench-
ment and economy. He was satisfied the peo-
ple of Ontario were as thoroughly in favour
of it as those in the Maritime Provinces. The
people of Ontario were well satisfied that the
public expenditure was increasing too rapid-
ly. To a certain extent their whole system
was wrong. When a ministry was defeated,
their succession had always a number of
friends, and sometimes, he was sorry to say,
relations too, who had to be provided for.
(Laughter).

Hon. John Sandfield Macdonald did not
think the Government should be debarred
from extending reasonable assistance to their
friends. (Laughter).

Mr. Jones did not wish that. He much
respected the Premier of Ontario, but had
one little fault against him, the appointment
of a successor to the Queen's Printer when
the incumbent died. The Premier had a
favourable opportunity for abolishing the
office, but he did not do so. However, that
honourable gentleman was, on the whole, a
stout advocate for retrenchment, and in
consequence of his economical administration
of affairs in Ontario, the people would not be
satisfied until they saw the public expendi-
tures of the Dominion cut down well. True, in
Ontario and Quebec there was a surplus so
that no necessity existed for direct taxation
at present; but one fact ought not to be lost
sight of-the indebtedness of Upper and
Lower Canada amounted to $88,000,000. The
amount of that indebtedness assumed by the
general Government was only $72,000,000, so
that $16,000,000 would have to be divided
between Ontario and Quebec; and interest on
that amount would have to be met. That had
not as yet been taken into account and, if the
division were according to population, proba-
bly Ontario would have to pay interest on
$8,000,000 or $1,000,000 in addition to the
expenses of local government. That would
soon run away with the surplus. Hence the
expenses of the General as well as the Local
Government would have to be kept down, if
they desired to keep within their means. The
expenses were altogether too large. He found
the expenses of one department last year
-that relating to Ordnance land-to have
been over $7,000, although the report of the
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Crown Lands Commissioner did not show
that one acre of that land had been sold.
Then the Indian Land Department sold last
year 12,000 at an expense to the country of
$5,382 or over 42 cents per acre. These were
matters which all needed to be looked into,
and he was quite willing to leave these points
to the Finance Committee, believing them to
be as capable of sifting everything thoroughly
as any committee that could be appointed.
Now was the time assuredly to inaugurate
retrenchment, if ever. Undoubtedly, they
could never make Confederation popular by
increasing the taxation on articles of consump-
tion, and could only do so by keeping down
the public expenditure in every way possible.
Great sympathy had deservedly been mani-
fested concerning the poor fishermen, but the
poor farmer must not be overlooked.
Agriculturists were the bone and sinew of
the land, and their interests must not be
overlooked, for one such farmer was of more
consequence and value to the Dominion than
fifty fishermen. (Loud laughter).

Hon. Mr. Rose hoped the motion would be
withdrawn. The mover ought to be satisfied
with the general expression of opinion from
all parts of the House that the public service
should be as economically conducted as possi-
ble, and the Government were at present
endeavouring to do this. Yesterday a Bill had
been introduced by them respecting the Civil
Service, fixing the number of officers, salary,
etc., so that the House would have it in its
power to prevent the undue increase in the
number of officers, or in their salaries. As to
the public expenditure, he quite agreed that
it was time stock should be taken, and that
there should be a thorough revision of the
whole expenditure, in order to see wherein a
saving might be effected. In a few days there
would be laid before the House a full state-
ment of the number of employees, salaries,
and general items of expenditure. These
would be laid before the House, item by item,
and honourable members would be able to
indicate where retrenchment might be effect-
ed. There was always a good deal of expendi-
ture which no Government, no matter who
was in or out, could fully control, and they
were determined that in the future the House
should have under review every single shill-
ing of expense incurred.

Mr. McCallum thought the House might
wait till the Committee already organized had
reported. He was satisfied every member of
that Committee desired to reduce the ex-
penses of the House as low as possible.

[Mr. Jones (Leeds N. and Grenville N.).]

Hon. Mr. McGee suggested to the member
for Carleton that the matter contained -in his
motion should be referred to the Contin-
gencies Committee. The motion was more
comprehensive than the functions of the
Committee might enable them to deal with,
but they might take up such portion as fell
within their duties. As to the statement of the
member for Carleton about the officials con-
nected with the Legislature, he (Mr. McGee)
thought it was not deserved, and believed
that the people of the Maritime Provinces
were not attempted to be excluded from
employment in the public service of the
Dominion. There was no reason why any
inhabitant of the Maritime Provinces, with
proper qualifications, should not have an
equal chance for employment within the
Dominion as those that came from either of
the older Provinces of Canada. The principle
that governed the constitution of the Senate
might be approximated in the distribution of
the patronage of the country. One third of
the Senators were from the Maritime Prov-
inces, one third from Quebec, and one third
from Ontario. Now, it might be well if in
number as well as in value, as nearly as
possible, one third of the employees of the
Dominion should be drawn from the Mari-
time Provinces. -

Mr. Savary said it was a matter of indiffer-
ence to the people of Nova Scotia from what
portion of the Dominion the employees of this
House came. In the attitude they took with
reference to this Confederation, they were
actuated by higher motives. It had been said
at the opening of this session that swarms of
office-seekers had come up from the Maritime
Provinces. This was not true as regarded
Nova Scotia. As regarded New Brunswick,
however, he understood there had been quite
a number of office-seekers who had come to
Ottawa prepared to take any office from that
of Senator down to door-keeper. In coming
up he saw a person on the cars from New
Brunswick who, he learned, had the promise
of a New Brunswick member to get an ap-
pointment for him, and in the course of the
session he saw the same party fulfilling the
duties of door-keeper. Rumour had it that
another individual had come up on a similar
promise of the office of Senator, and his
application being successful he was now seat-
ed in the other branch of this Legislature. He
understood also that some representatives of
the press from New Brunswick had been
provided for. He had been rather surprised to
find that the newspapers of the Province
were in so flourishing a condition as to be
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able to maintain correspondents or reporters
here, but on looking at the return which had
been brought down, he discovered that two of
these correspondents had secured employ-
ment in the House, one as a clerk at $800 per
annum, and the other as an extra writer at $4
a day. The extra writing, he supposed, being
corresponding for New Brunswick news-
papers-extolling the distinguished member
through whose patronage he got the position.
Under such circumstances, he thought a com-
mittee such as that now proposed was very
necessary. He believed there was too much
extravagance, and that it was quite too easy
to get positions in this House. The House, he
thought, should not refuse this committee. If,
at the inauguration of the Dominion, they
refused to grant such an inquiry, the country
would be apt to suspect that there was a good
deal of corruption going on.

Mr. Connell said he, at all events, had
made no application to Government to have
any person appointed to office.

Mr. Mackenzie called attention to the fact
that although the House had been two
months in session, the Chairman of the
Contingencies Committee had never made an
attempt at investigation or retrenchment un-
til he saw a notice on the paper by the
member for Carleton. The Speaker, he under-
stood, had made very few appointments, and
was, no doubt, awaiting some expression of
opinion from the House, and more particular-
ly from the committee which was charged
with the administrative functions of the
House. He thought it unfortunate that in this
first session of the Dominion Parliament,
when it was so important to have the machin-
ery of the House put on a proper footing,
the committee had been so slow to move on
the matter. He thought probably the wisest
course would be to withdraw this mo-
tion for the present, and then, if the Con-
tingencies Committee did not take the neces-
sary action within a reasonable time, it could
again be renewed. He trusted the result of
this discussion would be to stimulate the
Committee to greater activity in the dis-
charge of the duties.

Hon. Mr. Langevin said the Contingencies
Committee, in the early part of the session,
had called for a statement to enable it to
make this investigation. That statement was
laid before them only four days before the
House rose in December. The Committee was
now ready to deal with the matter, and he
tbought the attack upon it by the member for

99038-24

Lambton was unfair. The Committee had
requested the cooperation of the Speaker, and
would be called together to-morrow or on
Friday.

Mr. Young thought the discussion which
had taken place would do good. One reason
why he had seconded the motion was that
there was a feeling among some members of
the Contingencies Committee itself that that
Committee would do nothing. But this discus-
sion had shown the existence of such a desire
on both sides of the House to have a strict
attention paid to economy, that he believed
the effect would be to secure earnest atten-
tion to the subject by the Committee.

Hon. J. Sandfield Macdonald stated his
opinion that, as in Ontario, the Government
should assume the responsibility of fixing the
number and salaries of the officers of Par-
liament. Let there be but one responsibility
for every dollar that went out of the public
chest. The members of a Contingencies
Committee might desire to practice economy,
but they were liable to be unduly influenced
by outside pressure.

Hon. Mr. McGee thought the member for
Cornwall laid down an extremely dangerous
doctrine, when he said the Executive Gov-
ernment should have the control of the pat-
ronage, the salaries and appointments of
officers of Parliament.

Hon. J. S. Macdonald, Not the appointment.

Hon. Mr. McGee went on to say that one
dangerous result of the mode proposed by the
member for Cornwall, would be to make the
officers of Parliament dependent on the Ex-
ecutive. He (Mr. McGee) held they should be
independent of the Executive. As regarded
responsibility, this House, acting through one
of its committees, was just as responsible to
the people as the Executive Government
could be.

Mr. D. A. McDonald thought the number
of employees was as limited as he had ever
known it, considering the increase in the
number of members. Formerly there was not
work for half the extra writers employed, but
the present Speaker deserved credit for not
adding unnecessarily to the staff of em-
ployees. He understood the member for
Carlton was prepared to withdraw his mo-
tion, and he (Mr. McDonald) begged to move
that that gentleman be added to the Con-
tingencies Committee.
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Mr. Connell then altered his motion so as
to make it refer the returns, as far as the
officers of this House were concerned, to the
Contingencies Committee.

Mr. Walsh said in former years the Con-
tingencies Committee had found themselves
thwarted in their endeavour to secure econo-
my. He was glad this discussion had taken
place, on account of the guarantee it gave
that the Committee, in any efforts they might
now make, would be sustained by the House.

Mr. Rymal said every ten years Parliament
was seized with a retrenchment fit; but, un-
fortunately, it never was permanent. He
agreed that the Government should be held
responsible for fixing the salaries. Until this
was done, he was afraid the present system
of having the Committee rooms and lobbies
of the House crowded with nominees of mem-
bers would be persisted in. For his own part,
he had never asked and never received for
any nominee of his own, any favours of that
kind.

Mr. Connell's motion was then agreed to;
and also the motion adding that gentleman's
name to the Contingencies Committee.

COLONIAL DEFENCE

Mr. Masson (Terrebonne) moved an address
for all correspondence between the Imperial
Government of the late Province of Canada
since February, 1863, on the subject of the
colonial military expenditure and military
defence of the late Province of Canada, and
between the Imperial Government and that
of the Dominion since lst July, 1867, on the
same subject.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said the Government had
no objection to the motion. Indeed, it had
been their intention to have laid before the
House all correspondence and despatches
bearing on the question of defence, in order
the better to enable the House to discuss the
measure which in a few days he would have
the honour to introduce, with regard to the
Militia and defence of the country. He would
also, for purposes of comparison, have print-
ed with these copies of the Militia Laws of
the late Province of Canada, and of the
Provinces of New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia.

Hon. Mr. Holfon said, assuming the House
would not sit this evening, he begged to
express the hope that the Leader of the
Government would bring down the papers
relating to the mission to England, which he
had promised for to-day, immediately after the

opening of the House to-morrow, in order
that if there should be no evening sitting
to-morrow, members might have an oppor-
tunity of considering and commenting upon
them in course of the afternoon.

Sir John A. Macdonald promised to meet
the wishes of the honourable gentleman. As
there was no business on the paper to occupy
an evening sitting, he would now move the
adjournment. He might take this opportunity
of stating that he would, probably next week,
ask another day for the Government in addi-
tion to the two days per week which they
now had. Before doing so, however, he would
see what amount of time would be required
for the consideration of measures in the
hands of members other than members of the
Government.

The House adjourned at six o'clock.

NOTICES OF MOTION

The following notices have been given:

Mr. Gray-That the Report of the Prison
Inspectors for the late Province of Canada be
laid before the House.

Mr. Stephenson-Inquiry if, in framing the
promised Militia Bill, Government considered
the propriety of granting Crown land or
pensions to volunteers as a reward for serv-
ices that have been of may be rendered to
the country in a military capacity.

Mr. Stephenson-Copies of correspondence
between the Canadian and Imperial Gov-
ernments in relation to the status, rights and
privileges abroad of British subjects natural-
ized in any of the Provinces of the Dominion.

Mr. Stephenson-Inquiry whether Govern-
ment intend introducing a measure to regulate
the sale of poisons in the Dominion.

Mr. Robiaille-Inquiry if Ministers intend
to consider the claims of contractors on the
Matapedia road, and if so, when.

Mr. Keeler-Inquiry if, in case an export
duty is imposed on timber bolts, cedar, etc.,
such articles exported under existing con-
tracts, made by Canadians, will be exempt
from payment of such duty.

Mr. Mills-Bill to amend the Act respecting
the Statutes of Canada, 31, Vie., Cap. 1.

Mr. Thompson (Haldimand)-For a return
of all moneys paid by the purchasers of the
Hamilton and Port Dover road for 1867, and a
statement of the account up to 31st Decem-
ber, 1867.
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Thursday, March 19, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at three
o'clock.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY

Several petitions were presented praying for
the adoption of Major Robinson's route for the
Intercolonial Railway.

RETURNS TO ADDRESSES

Hon. Mr. Langevin presented returns to
several Addresses recently ordered by the
House with reference to postal matters.

Hon. C. Dunkin called attention to the
omission in the revised rules adopted by the
House this Session of an addition ordered in
1865 to rule 22nd, providing that Bills re-
ferred after second reading to Committee of
the Whole should be placed in the same
precedence for their further stage as Bills
referred to Select Committee, and with the
consent of Hon. Mr. Cartier moved, seconded
by Hon. Mr. Holton, the amendment of the
rule by the addition of this omitted clause,
which was put and carried.

DR. TUPPER'S MISSION TO
ENGLAND

Hon. Mr. Hollon asked if the Leader of the
Government was now prepared to lay before
the House the papers relating the the mission
of Dr. Tupper and the correspondence with
Mr. Galt.

Sir John A. Macdonald said he would ex-
plain to the House the circumstances connect-
ed with the appointment of Dr. Tupper and
the declinature of Mr. Galt. The House was
aware that one branch-the popular branch-
of the Legislature of Nova Scotia had adopted
an Address to Her Majesty, praying for repeal
of the Confederation Act so far as Nova Scotia
was concerned. When this address was sent
by the Lieutenant-Governor to the Gover-
nor-General to be transmitted through him to
the Colonial Office, the question came before
this Government to consider whether they
should be content to await the answer of the
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Colonial Office, or whether they should have
some person on the spot to give all neces-
sary information, and to answer any of
the grounds of accession which might be
pressed on the Imperial Government. The
Government thought it would prejudice the
cause they had so much at heart if there was
any unnecessary delay in the answer of the
Imperial Government to the address, in
consequence of the Colonial Secretary, from
the absence of information on the spot, hav-
ing to communicate with the Government of
Canada before a final answer was given. Any
such delay they considered would be prejudi-
cial to the interests of all concerned, of the
Dominion as well as of Nova Scotia, by
disturbing the working of the legislative ma-
chine here, and throwing discredit generally
upon the Confederation. They also hoped that
if, after calm consideration, the Home Gov-
ernment could not see any ground to rescind
the recent legislation on the subject of Union,
perhaps the people of Nova Scotia would
accept loyally and frankly that answer, and
adapting themselves to the circumstances of
the case, would join the rest of the Dominion
by legislation and administration of affairs to
forward the common interest of all. They,
therefore, thought it wise and prudent to
send to England some person fully informed
of all the facts. They thought it inexpedient
to send a member of the Government, chiefly
for the reason that from such a step it might
be inferred that the Government of Canada
acquiesced that repeal of the Union was a
subject for discussion. They had come to the
conclusion that the right person to send
would be the member for Cumberland. He
regretted to see statements in the press that
the selection of Dr. Tupper might be con-
strued as an act of hostility to Nova Scotia.
He had only to say that the Government had
made that selection in no spirit of hostility.
The member for Cumberland was chiefly re-
sponsible, as head of the local administration,
for the resolutions of the Legislature of Nova
Scotia which formed the ground for the pas-
sage of the Union Act in the Imperial Parlia-
ment. The address for the repeal of the Act
of Union proceeded from the Nova Scotia
point of view, and could only be answered
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in all its details from a Nova Scotia point
of view. They had thought it also an act
of justice to the member for Cumberland,
whose personal honour and veracity were
attacked, that he should be in England to
vindicate his course. The Government had
asked the member for Sherbrooke if he
would join with the member for Cumberland
in that mission. If he had accepted the ap-
pointment there would have been associated
with Dr. Tupper a very able man, fully
acquainted with all the circumstances at issue
from the Nova Scotia point of view, and also
able to speak to the Colonial Office from the
Dominion point of view. He much regretted
that Mr. Galt declined to go, giving as his
reason that he could not hope to be of much
service by going with Dr. Tupper, whose
selection might be construed as being in op-
position to the feelings of the people of Nova
Scotia. They endeavoured to combat this
view, but he was sorry to say Mr. Galt
persisted in it. They did not, however, on this
account consider themselves justified in with-
drawing the confidence they had formerly
reposed in the member for Cumberland,
whom they looked upon as peculiarly suited
for the mission, being better acquainted than
any other man that could be suggested with
the whole facts of relating to the question, so
far as regarded Nova Scotia, and being as
well acquainted as any other could be with
the facts from a Dominion point of view. He
would not in any way come into collision
with the Nova Scotia delegates. They had no
authority to treat with him, and his mission
would be exclusively to the Colonial Office;
that if called upon, he might give information
on any points on which it might be required.
Sir John A. Macdonald then read the Ord-
er-in-Council and Mr. Galt's letter:

On a memorandum, dated 12th March, 1868, from
the honourable the Minister of Justice, stating that
having had under consideration the action of the
Local Legislature of Nova Scotia in sending to
England a deputation for the purpose of pressing
upon Her Majesty's Governinent the necessity of
repealing the Union Act, so far as Nova Scotia is
concerned, he recommends that some competent
person be sent to England for the purpose of
affording, when required, to His Grace the
Secretary of State for the Colonies, full information
on the various grounds for such repeal that may be
submitted by the Nova Scotia delegates. The
Committee concur in the recommendation submit-
ted by the Minister of Justice, and advise that a
competent person be authorized to proceed to
England for the purpose mentioned.

Sir John A. Macdonald also read the follow-
ing letter addressed to Mr. Cartier by Mr.

[Sir John A. Macdonald (Kingston).]

Galt, in which that gentleman declined the
proffered appointment as co-delegate with Dr.
Tupper:-

"The Hon. G. E. Cartier,
Executive Council.

Ottawa, 16th March, 1868
"Dear Cartier-I have given my best considera-

tion to the proposal you have made to me on
behalf of the Government, to undertake a mission
to England on the subject of the Nova Scotia
difficulty, in association with Dr. Tupper. While I
would gladly put my services at the disposal of the
Government in any way calculated to consolidate
the Union, still I am obliged to consider how far
the circumstances connected with the proposed
mission bear upon the prospect of a useful re-
sult-and I must frankly say that I consider the
situation of Dr. Tupper is calculated, In the present
temper of Nova Scotia, so far to diminish the
possibility of success, that I do not believe I could
myself be of any service. I beg, therefore, that you
will express to the Council my acknowledgements
for the proposal, at the same time that I feel
myself obliged very respectfully to decline it.

Believe me,
My dear Cartier,

Yours faithfully,
(Signed) A. T. Galt.

Hon. Mr. Holion said he had understood
the other day from the Leader of the Gov-
ernment that he would bring down a copy of
the instructions given to Dr. Tupper.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the instruc-
tions to Dr. Tupper were simply to go to
London and place himself in communication
with the Colonial Minister. There were no
other instructions except what were implied
in the Order-in-Council, which he had read.

Hon. Mr. Dorion said the facts, as he un-
derstood them, were that the Minister of
Justice on the 12th March recommended the
appointment of Dr. Tupper to go to England,
and that after the selection of Dr. Tupper a
request was made to Mr. Galt to accompany
him, which Mr. Galt had declined, for the
reasons very clearly and forcibly stated in his
letter. The Government had two courses
which they might have followed-one was a
course of conciliation towards the public
opinion of Nova Scotia; the other was the
reverse of this-and that was the course
which it seemed to him they had adopted. By
the appointment of Dr. Tupper they had
assumed the responsibility of all the quarrels
and bitterness of feeling which, during a long
contest, had existed between Dr. Tupper and
(he might say) almost the whole people of
Nova Scotia, who would look on the appoint-
ment of Dr. Tupper as an insult, and as an
indication that the Government were dis-
posed to adopt the views which Dr. Tupper
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might press upon them with regard to the
treatment of Nova Scotia. They would consid-
er that the influence of Dr. Tupper in the
councils of the Dominion was greater than
the influence of the whole people of Nova
Scotia, and would be more estranged and
more disposed to offer resistance to the Union
than ever before. He thought the man worst
calculated to represent the Dominion of
Canada on such a mission, if there was any
desire to conciliate Nova Scotia, was Dr.
Tupper. The Premier said one reason why Dr.
Tupper was selected was, that he was the
prime mover of Confederation, so far as Nova
Scotia was concerned. But that was the very
reason why in Nova Scotia he was held to be
a traitor. The Premier said Dr. Tupper was
the best man to represent Nova Scotia, and a
capital man to represent the Dominion. If so,
where was the necessity of asking Mr. Galt to
accompany him? Was he merely to be the
acolyte, the aid and assistant to Dr. Tupper?
He was not surprised that Mr. Galt should
have declined such a secondary position, and
should have refused to mix himself up in the
quarrels between Dr. Tupper and the dele-
gates from Nova Scotia. He thought the ap-
pointment a most unfortunate one. It would
have been much better to have selected a
gentleman entirely unconnected with the
quarrels and difficulties between the re-
presentatives of Nova Scotia. Perhaps the
best man who could have been selected for
such a mission, if he had gone alone, would
have been Mr. Galt, whose abilities and con-
ciliatory manner would have well qualified
him for such a task.

Mr. Mackenzie said it was with feelings of
great regret that he felt compelled to take
part in a discussion which must necessarily
raise a question as to permanence of the
Union of the British Provinces. He thought
we could not in this age of the world adopt
any policy which would have for its object or
result the coercion of any people. (Hear,
hear.) He found no fault with the Govern-
ment for sending a deputation to England.
The only question in his mind was whether
the choice made of Dr. Tupper was a wise
one or not. There was, no doubt, an advan-
tage in having a deputy who was well ac-
quainted with the whole controversy in Nova
Scotia, but the matter in dispute could not be
settled by an argument before the Imperial
Government as to who was right or who was
wrong in that controversy. (Hear, hear.) He
thought, however, the choice of Dr. Tupper
was an unwise one, and that it would have

been better to have chosen one well known to
have been a strong friend of the Union, and
at the same time not personally obnoxious by
the course he had pursued in bringing about
the Union. In any discussion to which the
present attitude of Nova Scotia might give
rise, he held it to be the duty of every true
patriot to use only such arguments and such
language as might have a tendency to soothe
the feeling of anger and discontent which
now prevailed to so great an extent in the
Province of Nova Scotia. He regretted ex-
ceedingly that the Government had not chos-
en to take advice of the gentlemen on his
side, who, though opposed to the Govern-
ment, were not opposed to them in this
matter, and that they had set aside the advice
he had himself tendered them both publicly
and privately to avoid these measures which
would be construed by the people of the
Lower Provinces into fresh causes of discon-
tent. If this advice had been followed during
the first part of this, the first Parliamentary
session of the Dominion, he was satisfied we
would not have seen the agitation in Nova
Scotia carried to its present pitch, but the
tendency of a number of the laws passed in
the early part of the session had unfortunate-
ly been to increase the discontent. The true
course for the Government to adopt now,
would be frankly to admit the mistake into
which they had fallen, and to take measures
to remedy it by removing what were felt to
be serious grievances in the Province of Nova
Scotia, and to some extent also in the Prov-
ince of New Brunswick.

Hon. Mr. Cartier regretted that the honour-
able member for Hochelaga had not adopted
such a line of arguments as the honourable
member for Lambton. Dr. Tupper had not
been sent home to take part in any discus-
sion, but simply to afford the Imperial
Government, if they should desire it, infor-
mation upon the facts upon representation of
which they had consented to the Act of
Union. It was due to Dr. Tupper, who was in
a great measure responsible for the passing of
the measure, to give him the opportunity of
such explanation, and it was due to the
British Government that he should be there
to answer for the advice he had then given.
There was no possibility of political collision
with the delegation. He asserted that no effort
on the part of the Government would be
wanting to assure Nova Scotia of the advan-
tage of the Federation, and said that it was
only by frankly and freely and fearlessly
expressing the opinions of all parties that
conciliation could be rendered possible.
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Mr. Savary had hoped that a more satisfac-
tory answer would have been given by the
Government to the interrogations of the
honourable member for Chateauguay. He had
hoped that it might turn out that Dr. Tupper
had been sent home upon some other mission,
the Intercolonial Railway, or the North-West
Territory, for example. But although he could
not congratulate the Government on their
policy in sending him as they had-and,
indeed, the policy of the Government was
entirely a matter of indifference to him-he
might regard it as an example of the fitness
of things. It was not politic, because it was
not possible that Dr. Tupper could have any
effect in counteracting the unanimous wishes
of his people with the Imperial Government,
whom he had previously, by false representa-
tions, so grossly deceived, but it was perhaps
fit that a man who could not traverse his own
Province with personal safety should be sent
for security 3,000 miles away (oh, oh!) He
repeated that such was the state of exaspera-
tion against him in Nova Scotia, that he could
not dare to go from Halifax to his own
county, and that it was therefore well to send
him home for protection. It was not he (Mr.
S.), nor yet Mr. Howe, who was responsible
for the excitement that prevailed. It was Dr.
Tupper himself, the man who had laid the
axe to the root of British prosperity on this
continent, and had destroyed the prospect of
one of the most flourishing colonies of the
Crown. The choice by the Government of
such a man for such a mission had confirmed
in perpetuity the discontent of which he was
the cause. What steps had the Government, in
its paternal care, taken to allay this discon-
tent? So far from doing anything whatever
on this direction they had here deliberately
put all prospect of compromise out of the
question. He was glad, but not surprised, to
find that Mr. Galt had refused indignantly to
accompany Dr. Tupper, an association by
which he would have been disgraced. There
had been once good feeling towards Canada
on the part of Nova Scotia, in the belief that
not Canadian but their own statesmen were
responsible for their injuries, but that had
been killed in this appointment of the man
who had been used for years, as the tool by
which Union might be effected, to attempt to
counteract the unanimous desires of his own
people. The Union had been originally
proposed for the purpose of ameliorating, not
Nova Scotian, but Canadian difficulties. Nova
Scotia had been labouring peacefully, con-
tentedly and loyally to work out its constitu-

[Hon. Mr. Cartier (Montreal East).]

tion, but when a section of Canada unreason-
ably clamored for representation by popula-
tion it was sought to drag in Nova Scotia to
preserve the balance. For'this purpose every
species of corruption had been resorted to,
and many members corruptly used for that
purpose now enjoyed their ill-earned reward!
Crime and madness were closely allied, and it
was but natural that upon the crime of the
creation of Union should have followed the
madness of its subsequent conduct. The ad-
ministration had been guilty of every folly
that was possible, and one more Session of
such a course would render New Brunswick
as disaffected as Nova Scotia. He had heard
of the lion and the lamb lying down together,
and it might be possible that the lion of
Canada and the lamb of Nova Scotia would
yet do so, but they would have to look for
another little child to lead them. (Opposition
cheers.)

Mr. Stewart Campbell regretted that the
affairs of Nova Scotia seemed to be entering
as largely into the discussion of this, as the
former part of the session. He had hoped
when the Legislature of that Province,
whether in its wisdom or its folly, had re-
solved to send a delegation across the water
to ask repeal of the Union, that pending the
answer of the British Government, the re-
presentatives of Nova Scotia here would have
been content to have left the question to be
disposed of on that side of the water, and not
introduced the agitation again into this Le-
gislature. He thought appointment of Dr.
Tupper a wise one, as it was necessary that a
person possessing full information should be
on the other side to communicate whatever
facts might be necessary to the British
Government. He had heard the word "con-
ciliation" frequently used today. He thought
it was out of place. The question was Repeal
or No Repeal. Of conciliation there could be
none. The member for Digby had said some-
thing with reference to the responsibility for
the present excitement. He (Mr. Campbell)
heard that a certain clique or league in the
City of Halifax was entirely responsible for
the irritation which existed. The identity of
the resolutions passed at different points
throughout the Province, showed that they
emanated from a common source. The treat-
ment which had been given to one of those
resolutions showed the value which might be
attached to the whole of them. Among the
resolutions passed in almost every county of
the Province was one which declared that the
representatives of Nova Scotia in this Par-
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liament should not attend and take their
places here this session. If that resolution
could be abrogated by these gentlemen, as
they were now abrogating it, he asked what
value could be put on the rest of the resolu-
tions. These gentlemen, in taking their seats
here, furnished the best evidence possible of
the little weight they attached to the opinion
of the people of Nova Scotia, as expressed by
these resolutions. The address which had
gone home emanated not from both branches
of the Legislature, but from one branch, and
could not therefore be regarded as a constitu-
tional expression of the views and opinions of
the people of Nova Scotia. Mr. Campbell then
referred to the tendency of this agitation, as
shown by the advocacy of annexation princi-
ples by an anti-Union newspaper, and by a
gentleman who was prominent at the anti-
Union newspaper, and by a gentleman who
was prominent at the anti-Union meetings
having hoisted the American flag on the lst
July last. For himself, when a Confederation
of the Provinces became the law of the land,
he had felt it his duty as a British subject to
yield his assent to it, and whatever might be
said of him for doing so, it was an act which
he had never regretted, and which he hoped
lie never would regret.

Dr. Parker, in reference to lVMr. Campbell's
statement that the resolutions by simply one
branch of the Legislature of Nova Scotia
were not a constitutional expression of opin-
ion by that Province, remarked that fre-
quently the most dangerous utterances of
public sentiments were unconstitutionally ex-
pressed. If the appeal to Great Britain failed,
it would be considered as due to the influence
of this Government, and the people of Nova
Scotia should then have a quarrel not only
with the British Government, but with this
Government. He thought a more unfortunate
selection than that of Dr. Tupper could not
have been made. It could only have the effect
of increasing the irritation in Nova Scotia. He
believed this House would not do its duty if
it did not address His Excellency expressing
its disapproval of this step, and thereby set-
ting itself right with the people of Nova
Scotia.

Mr. Coffin said the strength of the opinion
of Nova Scotia against the Union had not
been exaggerated, and he considered that any
one who found himself so strongly in opposi-
tion to the sentiments of his constituents as
an honourable gentleman who had spoken
to-day (Mr. Campbell), ought to place his
resignation in their hands, and allow them to

elect a man who would truly represent them.
He looked upon the selection of Dr. Tupper
for this mission as an act most offensive to
Nova Scotia. Reference had been made to a
resolution that the members from Nova
Scotia should not attend here. No such reso-
lution had been passed in his county, al-
though it was as strongly hostile to the Union
as any part of the Province. For his own part,
lie believed that in justice to their own
Province, it was their duty to be here. He
thought this present discussion showed the
advantage of their being here, to represent
Nova Scotia's opinion.

Hon. Mr. Hun±ing±on said that everyone
must regret the discussion which he was not
going to prolong by entering into the question
as to who was responsible for the excitement.
He would only point out that it would have
answered much better if Nova Scotia quarrels
had been left to take care of themselves, and
if the Nova Scotia Opposition, if such existed,
had been permitted to send home Dr. Tupper
to explain their views, and to represent at
Downing Street the mis-statements of the
majority. The Government, by undertaking to
look after the Nova Scotia Opposition, and by
employing Dr. Tupper as their representative
had identified themselves with the Nova
Scotia quarrel. But he believed that the real
reason by which they were actuated was a
desire to give Dr. Tupper a position. It was
well known that neither the Minister for
Justice, nor the Minister of Militia ever de-
serted a friend, and they had here allowed
personal considerations to outweigh public
policy. If it had been necessary for Mr. Galt
to go as specially representing the Dominion,
why had there not been some one else sent in
his place when he had refused? It would be
easy to make this matter for attack upon the
Government in their having failed to educate
Nova Scotian opinion, but it was no fit sub-
ject for partizanship, and, where all had the
same objects at heart though from different
points of view, they should remember the
grand old principle of the sentiment "Our
country, may she always be right, but, right
or wrong our country!" The honourable mem-
ber for Guysboro' had said that he did not
believe in conciliation, but lie held that a
statesman who would now come down with
such a scheme as would conciliate the coun-
try would rank higher than any of those by
whom Union had been first brought about. He
deplored the spectacle we had presented of
gentlemen who had lost the confidence of the
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people, being taken up and protected by the
Government. The mere fact that Ministers
were desirous of conciliation was useless,
unless some better proof than after-dinner
speeches were given of such a desire. We
should take warning for the error in Gov-
ernment which had to-day made Ireland the
standing Nemesis of England, and should take
care that we did not take upon our hands a
second Ireland by persisting in a policy
which, however honest, is mistaken and ag-
gravating.

Mr. Blake was one of those who believed
this Union could not be maintained if there
existed a permanent feeling of discontent in
any considerable portion of any of the
Provinces now united, and his opinion was
there would be little use in attempting to
prolong such an unwilling Union. This being
the case, the action of the Government in this
matter was unfortunate, as it tended to influ-
ence 111 feeling in one of the Provinces. As to
the legislation of the early part of the session,
leaving out the case of Nova Scotia and
looking only to New Brunswick, what was
the result of it in that Province? That a
strong feeling had grown up against it
there-that bad as things were before, they
had become ten times worse. To what was
this to be attributed? To the legislation of
last session which was inflicted on those peo-
ple. The House was told the fiour tax was of
little consequence to those people. But, clear-
ly, the interest of the Dominion did not
demand the imposition of the tax, and the
people of Nova Scotia were strongly averse to
it-and what he held was that when the
almost unanimous feeling in New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia was declared to be against
that measure, as one calculated to do mis-
chief, it should not have been imposed. It had
been imposed, and by that legislation the
Dominion had been seriously compromised.
The wishes of the representatives of the
Maritime Provinces had been disregarded in
the matter. Faith had not, it was held, been
kept with the people of those Provinces, and
hence the strong feelings excited against a
Union in which their wishes were not re-
spected. Then came the action of the Gov-
ernment in sending home an envoy to enter
into a strife for the maintenance of the Union
Act. In arriving at that conclusion the Gov-
ernment ought to have sought to take action
in as conciliatory a mode as possible. But the
delegate chosen by this professionally con-
ciliatory Government, sent home to argue the

[Mr. Huntington (Shefford).]

cause of Union, a man who, rightly or wrong-
ly, was held by the Nova Scotians to be a
traitor to his country-the man who was
primarily responsible for the present state of
affairs in that Province against which its
inhabitants protested. While he (Mr. Blake)
should have been disposed in every way
possible to allow Dr. Tupper to go and defend
himself, he (Mr. Blake) utterly denied that
Dr. Tupper should have been sent as the
envoy of Canada. By the Order-in-Council it
was said Dr. Tupper went home simply to
give and receive information on the subject;
but he (Mr. Blake) was mistaken if the people
of Nova Scotia would not be convinced Dr.
Tupper was sent home to thoroughly espouse
that cause which was so distasteful to them.
He (Mr. Blake) therefore regretted that this
course, rightly characterized as one of folly,
should have been taken by the Ministry.

Mr. T. R. Ferguson denied that after the
statements made here no conciliation would
be accepted by Nova Scotia short of absolute
repeal, it could be fairly supposed that any
other delegate who might be selected would
give greater satisfaction to the Anti-Union
party. This party had no real grounds for
their opposition, but had made complaints of
their position before any legislation had tak-
en place here at all. It had been shown
clearly that, even if Union had never taken
place at all, additional Nova Scotia taxation
would have been inevitable, but now the very
flour tax, which had been imposed upon them
by their own Legislature without remon-
strance, had been made a monstrous griev-
ance when the representatives of the other
Provinces agreed to share it themselves. This
flour tax, amounting only to $25 upon $1,000,
was no greater burden upon trade than that
borne willingly by tavern keepers here. The
loyalty that fled from such an imposition to
annexation with the United States was not
very strong. The Government had, in the
early part of the Session, stated that they
were prepared to consider some modifications
in this intolerable tariff, but without waiting
for any announcement of their intentions in
this direction, they had uttered protests here
of the indifference displayed to their desires.
For his part, if they were determined to insist
upon being permitted to enjoy the misfortune
of separation from the Dominion, he for one
would not be inclined to use any tyranny to
retain them, but would permit them to live
contentedly at home without any Inter-
colonial Railway or other advantages to be
derived from their connection with the other
Provinces. He did not at all believe that New
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Brunswick would follow their misguided ex-
ample. le considered Dr. Tupper the best
man who could possibly be chosen to lay a
statement of the whole position before Her
Majesty's Ministers, and he never supported
the Government more heartily or thoroughly
than upon the present occasion.

Mr. Ross derided the idea of sending to
England, on such a mission, a man once
having a large number of followers in Nova
Scotia, but now so unpopular that he came to
the House without a single follower from that
section. The people of Nova Scotia were for-
merly committed against Confederation.
Seventeen of the representatives of that
Province in the Dominion had signed peti-
tions to the Imperial Government in favour
of repeal, and the result would show that it
would be just as well Nova Scotia should be
let go at once. Nothing but complete separa-

tion would satisfy them. Even if the mission
to England failed, it would only make the
people of Nova Scotia more united and deter-
mined to follow out this object to the end. It
was not merely the flour grievance of which
they complained. Their whole tariff had been
increased from 10 to 15 per cent-a rate
which had never before been known in Nova
Scotia. Postage had been imposed on newspa-
pers, and now even their currency was
proposed to be changed. So far, every act of
the Government of the Dominion, as far as
Nova Scotia was concerned, had a tendency
to irritate and increase the feeling against
Union, and none of the measures which had
been passed had a tendency to advance the
interests of that Province.

-It being six o'clock, the Speaker rose and
declared the House adjourned.
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Friday, March 20, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at three
o'clock.

PETITIONS

Mr. Workman presented a petition from
sundry printers and publishers of Montreal
praying that printing paper might be admit-
ted free of duty, or at the lowest rate compat-
ible with revenue requirements.

Several petitions were presented praying
for the adoption of Major Robinson's route
for the Intercolonial Railway.

CONTESTED ELECTIONS

The General Committee of Privileges and
Elections reported that they had fixed the
days for trial of the following election peti-
tions, viz.:-For the electoral Division of St.
Hyacinthe on Wednesday, lst April; Argen-
teuil on Thursday, 2nd April; Joliette,
Monday, 6th April; and Montreal East,
Tuesday, 7th April.

PUBLIC OFFICES

A Bill respecting Oaths of Public Offices,
and a Bill regarding securities of Public
Officers (transmitted by message from the
Senate) were read a first time, and the second
readings fixed for Tuesday.

PRIVILEGE OF PARLIAMENT

On the motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald, a
Bill entitled an Act for defining the Privileges
of the House of Commons, and for the protec-
tion of persons engaged in publication of
parliamentary papers, was read a first time,
and the second reading fixed for Tuesday.

KAMOURASKA ELECTION

Sir John A. Macdonald moved that the
return of the Returning Officers at last elec-
tion for Kamouraska and the petition of the
Hon. J. Chapais relating to that election be
referred to the Standing Committee on
Privileges and Elections to report thereon;
and that pending their consideration of the
subject, the issue of a writ for an election in
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said electoral district be postponed. He said
that Mr. Chapais having become a member of
the Senate, his petition for a seat was no
longer before the House, and the circum-
stances of the election could no longer be
inquired into by a select election committee.
It was clear, however, that in the interests of
the purity and freedom of elections this re-
turn should be investigated somewhere; and
the proper tribunal, where there was no con-
troverted election c o m mi t t e e, was the
Standing Committee on Privileges and
Elections. He thought the House would agree
with him that, under all the circumstances of
the case, as detailed in the return and accom-
panying papers, with the protest regarding
the conduct of the Returning Officer, the
matter should not be allowed to pass sub
sitentio, and that if the results of the inquiry
warranted it, punishment should be inflicted.
The principle was this, that you do not pun-
ish a constituency for any misconduct of
particular individuals, but that if the evi-
dence should be that the violence or bribery
and corruption had been widespread, then the
writs should be suspended till it should be
seen whether the constituency did or did not
require special legislation. Unfortunately, in
this county this was not the first instance in
which all law and order and freedom of
election had been set at nought. Both political
parties had on one occasion or another been
guilty of breaches of the peace. At the previ-
ous election, there was shown such violence
on the part of the friends of Mr. Chapais,
provoked by the conduct of the other party in
adding the names of large body of men from
the neighbouring county to the rolls, that Mr.
Chapais was unseated and a new election
ordered. In the present case, the opponents of
Mr. Chapais, believing right or wrong, that
the Returning Officer had impropery exclud-
ed a certain portion of the constituency from
voting, raised a riot and prevented the elec-
tion. So great was the right that a mob of
2,000 people hunted Mr. Chapais and would
have murdered him if they had got hold of
him. Proceedings of a like character had also
been too frequent in the contiguous counties
of Charlevoix and Lotbinière, that some spe-
cial legislation might be necessary to teach
these constituencies that, remote as they were
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from the seat of Government, they could not
set law and order at defiance with impunity.
He recollected that in the county of Leeds,
violence for a time was systematically used
by one party. A member was chosen by
violence, and on being unseated was again
elected by similar means. At last there was
special legislation for that county by the
Parliament of Upper Canada, and ever since
the elections in Leeds had been conducted as
quietly as in any part of Upper Canada. He
thought it was well that early in the history
of the Dominion Parliament it should be
shown that no interference with the freedom
and purity of election could be permitted.

Mr. Joly said that in the early part of this
session a Minister of the Crown presented a
petition asking that Mr. Chapais, also a
Minister of the Crown, should be seated for
Kamouraska. At that time the Government
considered that Kamouraska was worthy to
be represented in this House, provided Mr.
Chapais was its representative; but now, Mr.
Chapais as a member of the other House
could no longer claim a seat here, the Min-
ister of Justice found that Kamouraska was
unworthy to be represented. (Hear, hear). He
had listened with pain to the Minister of
Justice while he made such reckless state-
ments against one of the Counties of Quebec.
As a member from that Province he (Mr.
Joly) found himself called upon to stand up
in defence of the fair name of one of its
counties. The Minister of Justice had gone as
far as to charge 2,000 inhabitants of that
County with an attempt to murder a Minister
of the Crown. He (Mr. Joly) was satisfied that
such a charge could not be truthfully brought
against any portion of the inhabitants. Even
as regarded the number of the rioters there
had been very much exaggeration. It had
been shown before another legislature that
instead of 2,000 rioters the number engaged
in that riot was much less than five hundred.
On the other hand there was before the
House a petition from one thousand six hun-
dred and fifty electors of Kamouraska claim-
ing the right to be represented in this House,
and he could not see why they should be
deprived of that right, unless there was most
positive evidence that they had forfeited it by
their misconduct. Mr. Joly went on to narrate
the circumstances which had led to the riot.
He states that in the first instance certified
copies of the voters' lists instead of dupli-
cates, as required by law, had been given to
the Returning Officer. That just on the eve of

[Sir John A. Macdonald (Kingston).]

the election this had somehow been corrected
with reference to the right of the 12 parishes
of Kamouraska, and that the Returning
Officer issued his proclamation excluding
from voting the other four parishes, which,
singularly enough, were just the parishes
which were certain to give a large majority
against Mr. Chapais. On the day of the elec-
tion, the Returning Officer was asked on the
husting whether he persisted in excluding
these parishes. On his replying in the affirma-
tive, the riot commenced, and the election
was prevented. He would not excuse the
rioters, and was willing that their conduct
should be enquired into, but he thought the
last portion of the motion, suspending the
issue of the writ, should be struck out. It
would then be competent for the House to
issue the writ, after the enquiry before the
committee proceeded far enough to show that
there was no reason for delaying it. The
motion as it now stood seemed to him de-
signed to disfranchise Kamouraska by a side
wind, by delaying the proceedings as much as
possible, for such an investigation as that
proposed would necessarily occupy a great
deal of time. Mr. Joly concluded by charging
the Ministry with culpable negligence in
delaying to this late period of the session a
step which they now declared to be essential
for the vindication of the purity and freedom
of election.

Hon. Mr. Cartier reminded the honourable
member of the maxim, "Charity begins at
home." They had heard the statement that
there might be good excuse made for the
conduct of those participating in the
Kamouraska election. He (Mr. Cartier) knew
a county where one-third of the electors had
for similar conduct been disfranchised since
1859. It was the very county represented by
the member last speaking, Lotbinière. Three
parishes in that county had been virtually
disfranchised since 1859, and hence the
honourable member now representing that
constituency made his way to Parliament
much easier than he could otherwise have
done. How was it that that member had such
sympathy for his disfranchised neighbours,
but none for his own constituents? Instead of
wasting his energy to bring relief to the
rioters of Kamouraska the honourable mem-
ber ought to try and help his own people. In
1861, that member was returned for Lot-
biniere in consequence, probably, of these
three poor parishes being out of the way. In
1863, he had been returned by acclamation.
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Mr. Joly maintained that these parishes
had been represented by him.

Hon. Mr. Cartier argued that these three
parishes had not been represented; they had
been excluded from electoral franchise since
1859. Looking at the history of that constitu-
ency, they saw that in 1859, when Mr.
O'Farrell contested the election, it was
marked by acts of violence, for participation
in which the then sitting member was ex-
pelled from the House on the 12th May, 1858,
and some of the ringleaders were ordered to
be imprisoned. In August that year, the Car-
tier-Macdonald Government was defeated,
and their successors, the Brown-Dorion
Government, evidently approved the policy
adopted by their predecessors. Next year, the
Macdonald-Cartier Government came in, and
the writ continued suspended until the close
of the session. In January, 1859, the new Act
came into force, and since that time a new
list of voters for those parishes had never
been made. Now, during his eight years in
Parliament why did not the member for
Lotbiniere address himself to this matter,
which came much nearer home to him. The
Kamouraska riot had been one of the most
daring and violent character, participated in
by some 2,000 rioters, who were determined
to prevent an election, and in the execution
of that determination almost killed two per-
sons. Then, too, there was the murder of
Corrigan in that county.

Mr. Joly rose to order. The murder of
Corrigan had nothing to do with the point at
issue, and was the result of a religious, not an
election quarrel. He hoped the honourable
Minister would have better taste, and more
love for his country, than to intrude such a
subject irrelevantly.

The Speaker having decided that the refer-
ence was in order,

Hon. Mr. Cartier continued, showing that
even after the punishment of the offenders in
the case he instanced the House had deter-
mined to exercise its severity to the whole
constituency, by delaying the issue of the
writ of election for the remainder of the
Session, and went on to recount some of the
particulars of the Kamouraska riot, as fur-
nishing sufficient reason for the suspension of
its franchise.

Mr. Joly thanked the Minister for Militia
for his interest in the three poor parishes of
Lotbiniere, a county which he was not
ashamed of representing, and which was not

altogether composed of rioters, as had been
said by the representative of a city where it
was necessary occasionally to sweep the
streets with cavalry, and clear them with
cartridges; as was perhaps natural in the
constituency of so pugnacious a gentleman
who was moreover a Minister of Militia. The
remedy which the Hon. Minister might apply
to the parishes he so much commiserated was
a very simple one. He had simply to take his
seat on that side of the House, and so remove
an impression that existed that his poli-
cy was likely to lead to direct taxation, the
apprehension of which had been the reason
for the reluctance of these parishes to assess
themselves, entertaining the idea-erroneous
certainly but prevailing-that their omission
to do so would secure them immunity. He
concluded by repeating some of the causes of
dissatisfaction which had existed among the
Kamouraska electors.

Mr. Dufresne supported the motion in
its entirety (after correcting some historical
statements in which he conceived Mr. Cartier
to have been in error) believing that it would
be useless and ineffective if curtailed.

After some words from Hon. Mr. Cartier in
explanation,

Hon. Mr. Dorion said that the Minister
for Militia seemed to consider that the ques-
tion at issue regarded not the constituency
of Kamouraska, but of Lotbiniere, with re-
spect to his observations regarding which
latter district he, from long acquaintance
with its present member, was well satisfied
that if any portion of it, from reasons of their
own, declined to take part in its elections,
they were at least well satisfied with his
representation. If they were not so it would
be an inducement for the assessment, which
might give them the opportunity of displacing
him. But the case was wholly irrelevant, the
question at issue being whether Kamouraska
should, or should not, be disfranchised. All
precedent pointed to the proper mode of
dealing with such cases by examination at
the Bar of the House, a proceeding whose
effIciency had never been called in question.
He animadverted upon the conduct of the
Kamouraska Returning Officer, a relative of
the Minister, in disfranchising four of the
Electoral Divisions, although he had been re-
minded of his duty in good time. He did not
want to justify the conduct of any rioters,
but the exasperation must have been very
widespread, and the candidate must have had
very few supporters, when it had been stated
that a body of 2,000 were present to prevent
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the return of the Minister of Agriculture,
while he found that the whole constituency
numbered but 3,100. He went on to dispute
the exaggerated character which had been
given to the disturbances, and insisted that,
while the due punishment of the rioters was
proper and desirable, it was unjust to propose
to punish by disfranchisement the peaceful
portion of the constituency for the faults of
their neighbours. He instanced cases of peti-
tions referred to the Committee of Privileges
and Elections, and remaining unreported
upon during an entire Session of eight
months, to show the probable duration of the
suspension of representation to which it was
proposed that Kamouraska should be subject-
ed, a suspension which was really the gist of
the motion, the last sentence of which con-
tained its measure of importance. There had
been, in Parliamentary history, one case, and
one only, in which the issue of a writ had
been suspended from such causes as the pres-
ent-the case of the borough of Nottingham-
and in that case the delay had not been an
indefinite one, as asked for here, continuing
for one month only. There being no prece-
dents in British history, he would refer to
Canadian history, in which, since the Union,
there had been numerous instances of riot far
more serious than that of Kamouraska, and
proceeded to mention the case, including that
of Argenteuil in 1854, of such violent inter-
ruption and non-return, which had not occa-
sioned delay on the due issue of the new
writs. In 1860 there had been 15,000 names
recorded on the poll-books on Quebec, includ-
ing those of Julius Caesar, Alexander,
Wellington, Napoleon, Dan O'Connell, etc.,
when the electors were not really more than
5,000, and a proposal had been made consid-
ering this fraud and the violence that had
disturbed the election, that the issue of a writ
for that city should be postponed during the
remainder of the Session, and, when he
moved for its issue, the Attorney-General
moved that the consideration of the motion
be deferred for two days, and then seconded
by the other Attorney-General, moved for
the issue of the writ himself. He thought that
no delay should be allowed to take place in
taking care that Kamouraska was represented
here. Allusion had been made to former
Kamouraska riots, but in their case the rioters
had been promptly brought to trial, and
punished in accordance. Punishment to be in-
flicted by trial at the Bar of the House would
be the promptest, the most certain, and the
most marked; and he protested against agree-
ing to tie the hands of the House during the

[Mr. Dorion (Hochelaga).]

inaction of the General Comnittee. In conclu-
sion he hoped that if the Government would
not consent to withdraw the concluding por-
tion of the motion some honourable member
would move its omission.

After the 6 o'clock recess-

Hon. Mr. Chauveau related in French the
circumstances of the riots in Kamouraska,
and strongly defended the action of the
Committee on Privileges and Elections of the
Local Legislature of Quebec in refusing to
issue an election writ pending the investiga-
tion, as the circumstances seemed of so seri-
ous a character as to authorize the temporary
disfranchisement of Kamouraska. He asserted
that the utmost celerity had been displayed
by that Committee and denied that Mr.
Dunkin's absence from the committee had
delayed proceedings. The Quebec members,
he said, who wished the issue of an election
writ, might as well have made that motion
at the beginning of the session, without wait-
ing for the report of the Committee on
Privileges.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin said in this discussion
they had heard a great deal about the
Knaresborough election. In that case, a
petition was presented by the electors, com-
plaining that a riot had prevented the elec-
tion, alleging distinctly that the riot was by
non-electors, and asking protection and the
issue of a writ. The House of Commons sent
that to a committee. The committee reported
the facts and recommended that punishment
should be awarded the offenders, and that a
writ should issue. But in this case, the peti-
tion presented a few days ago from the
electors admitted that the riot was the act of
electors, and rather excused and justified
their conduct than condemned it. He regret-
ted the tone assumed in this debate by the
gentlemen opposite. This sort of passing very
lightly over-half defending, half excusing,
sentimentally sympathizing with-violence at
elections, had a very dangerous tendency. He
would not say it was advisable to punish the
county by disfranchising it; but it was not
clear to his mind that, under such circum-
stances as was shown here, that they should
grant a new election as a matter of course. It
was just as well to let some time pass over to
allow the violent passions which had been
excited during the late election to cool down
a little.

Hon. Mr. Huntington characterized the
position just taken, viz.: that no petition had
been received from the electors, and that
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therefore the House should take no action, as
most extraordinary. If the honourable gentle-
man's desire was gratified by the case being
sent to the committee the final action upon it
could not be doubtful, for it was impossible
that the Committee should advise the district
to be disfranchised on account of simple acts
of violence. As had been so fully argued by
the honourable member for Hochelaga, the
case of the Quebec election furnished an
infinitely stronger reason for temporary dis-
franchisement than that of Kamouraska, the
claims of which were the more urgent from
the fact of the constituency being unrepresent-
ed. He could not but draw the conclusion that
the honourable gentlemen opposite were
ready to change, for their own political con-
venience, the views they had heretofore en-
tertained upon such matters. He should have
thought that the Government were strong
enough, and were led with sufficient ability,
to enable them to preserve their consistency.
The object of the motion was to disfranchise
a constituency for which no supporter of the
administration would probably be returned,
and to take vengeance upon those by whom
the return of a member of the administration
had been prevented. The Honourable Min-
ister of Militia had shown more ingenuity in
making out a case for his friends than of the
candour to be expected from his position in
putting both sides of the case fairly forward,
and admitting the use in the service of the
Government of the exasperating influence
which had occasioned the excitement. He had
on another occasion made similar charges
against the constituency of Shefford all of
which proved to be unfounded, for which he
(Mr. Huntington) had long ago forgiven him,
but which might show what amount of reli-
ance should be placed upon such ex parte
statements.

Hon. Mr. Langevin could not agree with
the member for Hochelaga as to the conduct
of the mob or its composition. Taking the
documents as they were before the House,
looking at the facts shown by the Returning
Officer, and this very polite civil riot (as the
member for Hochelaga would fain have the
House believe it) assumed serious and threat-
ening dimensions. The officer was followed by
a large and threatening crowd. He would not
be allowed to go to the hustings. The hustings
were pulled down, the Election Law snatched
from his hands, and threats were freely used
that the mob of some 2,000, as it was avowed,
would allow of no election. They hustled the
officer about. With difficulty he reached his
own house. Then the angry mob surrounded

his dwelling, and a deputation entered,
threatening that if he did not give up the
books, his house would be pulled down; and
he had to allow them to take the books,
finding resistance to be useless. There never
had been greater violence committed towards
an officer of the law, and they did not find
there had been any interference on the part
of the electors to prevent the mob. The whole
scene of violence was not the work of two or
three evil disposed persons, nor of strangers,
but of the electors generally, who had re-
solved there should be no election. Under
these circumstances, could the house be jus-
tified in issuing the writ without prior inves-
tigation? Would it not be inducing the voters
to repeat these disgraceful scenes? The
Quebec election case had been cited by a
member, to show that Government should act
differently in this instance; but there was no
parallel between the two cases. In the Quebec
case, the member had been in the House
three sessions. The circumstances had oc-
curred years before-the electors had had
time to come to their senses. The lawless
scenes complained of were not likely to be
repeated. The law had been altered and the
acts complained of were not those of the
great body of the electors, but only the acts
of a few. Here the case was entirely different,
as to the Returning Officer's conduct that
could be investigated by the conunittee. His
position was a responsible one. It was his
duty to see that the lists were legal in every
respect. If they were not so, it was equally
his duty to determine there should be no poll
in the districts to which such lists belonged.
In this case the Government took the proper
course in referring the whole matter to the
Committee on Privileges and Elections for
investigation. They did so, not to disfranchise
the county, but to take the only safe way of
restoring the franchise by finding out and
punishing the voters and deterring them from
the commission of such acts in future.
Otherwise, if the writ were first issued, these
riots would be repeated. The rioters would
feel protected by the House. The purity of
elections would be destroyed. He for one
would not agree to such a course.

Mr. Joly, seconded by Mr. Tremblay,
moved in amendment that the following
words be struck out of the motion:-"That,
pending the consideration of the subject, the
issue of the Writ of Election in said electoral
district be postponed." This amendment, the
mover explained, did not tend to prevent the
matter going to Committee. It merely left the
power it possessed of interfering with this
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matter whenever it thought fit to do so. If the
House thought fit to order the Committee to
report, the report would be forthcoming.

Mr. Mackenzie said that on this question
the Minister of Militia had used some of the
extraordinary arguments with which he was
wont to meet the House. He had treated them
to an elaborate disquisition on the Lotbinière
election, but had added nothing to the argu-
ments in favour of the motion before the
House. It had been urged there should be no
extenuation of an attempt to violate the law.
There were two descriptions of attempts to
violate the law, which had to be considered
in this case-overt acts of violence, and those
which take place through ministers of the
law; and if there was one thing more than
another deserving censure, it was when pub-
lic officers charged with judicial functions
deliberately abandoned the duty they were
sworn to perform, and sought by violating
the law to introduce party politics where they
had no right to act otherwise than as judges.
He felt satisfied that everyone reading the
law must be convinced that this Returning
Officer knew he was disfranchising electoral
districts in that county, for what purpose that
officer himself could best determine. Now, in
considering what ought to be done, they had
to bear in mind the fact that there was no
ground to believe that a majority of the
people had any share or lot in the riot. Even
if 2,000 persons were present, no one alleged
that they were all on one side. A large
number must have been supporters of Mr.
Chapais, and it must be remembered they
had the petition of 1,500 electors asking that
proper proceedings be taken by the House to
restore the franchise to that constituency. He
(Mr. Mackenzie) contended it was unfair to
punish the majority for the acts of the
minority; and at this, the first session of the
new Parliament of the Dominion, it was not
desirable that the Administration should seize
on what, after all, appeared to be an exceed-
ingly trifling matter, in order to disfranchise
a county, especially when the very nature of
their position rendered it more than ever
essential that no part of the Dominion should
be disfranchised. Happily, there was no imme-
diate prospect of a discussion involving the
rights of 'Quebec or antagonistic to that of the
other Provinces; but supposing that event to
arise, that the Province of Quebec found itself
by such a proceeding as this deprived of its
just share in any discussion. The honourable
gentleman urged other reasons why the House
should be careful not to compromise for tri-
fling reasons the position of any constituency

[Mr. Joly (Lotbinière).]

or prevent its representation in Parliament.
Before closing, he would notice that the argu-
ment of the member for Lotbiniere had re-
mained unanswered. It was this, that when
the Minister of Militia presented the petition
respecting Mr. Chapais, he (Mr. Cartier)
clearly believed the constituency entitled to
representation. (Hear.) There was no talk
about disfranchising. But now, when Mr.
Chapais was ruled out of court, the only plan
the Minister of Militia has is to prevent any
one else taking Mr. Chapais' place, and so the
constituency is disfranchised. That argument
has remained unanswered; and it would be
far better to reply to it than wander off as
members had done.

Hon. Mr. Cartier replied, and contended
that his present position was quite consistent
with that he (Mr. Cartier) assumed in the
early part of the session. He then presented
the petition to the end that there should be
an investigation by a committee of the House,
that they might report the violence, if they
found there had been such, that ail the facts
should be given to the House; and then, if by
this report the House came to the conclusion
that violence had been used, they could have
adopted the conclusion of suspending the is-
sue of the writ.

Hon. J. S. Macdonald said he saw nothing in
this case to lead him to think that the issue
of a writ should be made contingent on the
report of a committee. He would be glad to
have an investigation proceed, but it should
not interfere with the issue of the writ.
Perhaps it was not necessary that it should
issue immediately, but he could not consent
that in such a matter the House should divest
itself of its privileges and transfer them to a
committee.

Sir John A. Macdonald said, as regarded
the first part of his motion, it was out of the
question that any member could take the
responsibility of opposing it. The only point
for discussion was whether the writ should be
delayed pending the investigation. He was
bound to say his motion would be worthless
for the purpose of punishment if the amend-
ment were carried. If this were done, he
thought an example would be set which they
would have great cause to regret. He did not
look on this question from any party point of
view, for it could not-no one could pretend
that it could-materially affect the position of
the Government whether this county re-
turned a representative belonging to one
party or the other. But in that part of the
country there had been a chronic disregard of
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law and order at elections, and the House
was now bound at all hazards to put an end
to that state of things. The Quebec case had
been referred to. In that case, men were kept
in their place for three long years, misrepre-
senting (as the report of a committee showed)
that constituency. He would ask whether it
was the worse infliction on a constituency to
have no representative at all, or to have men
misrepresenting it? Had a controverted elec-
tion committee been struck in this case, there
would have been an investigation and delay
must have taken place. In consequence of Mr.
Chapais having been called to the Senate
there could be no such investigation by a
controversed election committee, and it was
fitting that it should be made by the only
other competent tribunal, the Committee on
Privileges and Elections. This House did not
divest itself of its privileges by suspending
the issue of a writ till that Committee should
report. The Comrmittee was merely the crea-
ture of the House, and could at any time be
ordered to report in a week or in a day. He
proceeded to comment on the facts of the
case, in order to show that the riot was of so
serious a character as to demand a strict
investigation, and to call for punishment if
the facts were as alleged.

Hon. Mr. Holton remarked that though it
might be proper to punish the guilty parties,
that would not be accomplished by punishing
the majority of the electors who had nothing
to do with the riot.

Sir John A. Macdonald said that in English
cases where a writ had been postponed on
account of corruption, it had been held to be
sufficient that the corruption was widespread.
In this case, if the organization against law
and order was so numerous and formidable
as to prevent an election, it was necessary in
the interests of freedom of election that the
state of things should be put a stop to before
another election took place. If the motion
passed, and the amendment was negatived, he
should use all his influence to get the com-
mittee speedily to work and to report-first,
on the conduct of the Returning Officer; sec-
ond, on the conduct of the rioters; and third,
on the propriety of delaying for a time the
issue of a writ. This was a grave case, and he
hoped it would be recorded of this House that
on the very first occasion which presented
itself it showed its determination to adopt the
proper means of vindicating freedom of elec-
tions.

Hon. Mr. Hol±on said the Minister of Jus-
tice had argued that justice would be ob-

tained more promptly by referring this mat-
ter to the Committee on Privileges and
Elections, than if it had gone to the contro-
verted election committee. Why then had he
not taken that course in the first instance?
The honourable gentleman had contended
that in a matter of this kind there was no
distinction between violence and bribery and
corruption. For this doctrine there was no
precedent. In the English books there was no
precedent nor a disfranchisement or suspen-
sion of writ by reason of violence. The reason
of the distinction was obvious. When con-
stituencies had been disfranchised it was be-
cause a minority or a very large portion of
them were corrupt; but where there was a
riot, the rioters must necessarily be the
minority, for it was the interest of the
majority that present order should be main-
tained. He denied that the honourable gentle-
man had made out a case for the punishment
of the constituency. There was a case for the
punishment of somebody, and proper inquiry
should be made to decide on whom that
punishment should fall; but because some
individuals had been guilty of a breach of the
peace that was not a sufficient reason why a
whole constituency should be punished.

Mr. McGee vindicated the course taken by
the Ministry in supporting the reference of
Mr. Chapais' petition to the Committee on
Privileges and Elections. He considered there
was no inconsistency. The petitioner having
vanished out of the case, the House had now
to attend to its own interests by having an
investigation before the proper tribunal. It
was, no doubt, a grave matter to disfranchise
a county, even temporarily; but it was these
rioters who had disfranchised it. They set the
authority of a mob over the authority of the
Queen's writ; and now these persons who
prevented an election complained that they
had not a representative. If Kamouraska was
now without a representative it was these
people who were to blame. He spoke earnest-
ly in this matter, because he had been met by
rowdies in his own constituency; but he had
defeated the rowdies.

Hon. Mr. Hol±on said if rowdyism at an
election was a reason for disfranchising a
constituency, the honourable member should
move to disfranchise Montreal West.

Hon. Mr. McGee went on to comment fur-
ther on the circumstances of the Kamouraska
election, and concluded by urging Mr. Joly to
withdraw his amendment. He thought there
could be no second opinion as to its being the
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duty of every member of the House to set his
face against a number of electors or non-elec-
tors combining together to take the law into
their own hands. The only adequate punish-
ment in this case, he considered, was the
suspension of the writ until the whole facts
were inquired into.

Hon. Mr. Dorion congratulated the member
for Montreal West on the abhorrence he now
displayed of rowdyism and rioting at elec-
tions. It was not always so. At the election of
1861, when Mr. Ryan, now a Senator, was
proposed as an opponent to Mr. McGee in
Montreal West, his proposer, Mr. Ogilvie, was
hustled from the hustings before he could
demand a poll, and Mr. McGee was declared
elected. Not being a sufferer by that riot, but
the reverse, the honourable gentleman did
not demand that Montreal West should be
disfranchised. When another constituency
was concerned, the honourable gentleman
was disposed to look on an election riot in a
very different light. Mr. Dorion then proceed-
ed to reply to some of the arguments which
had been urged from the other side. It had
been said that this was the best time for
laying down a precedent of this kind. He
thought it was the worst time to lay down
such a precedent. It might not do much harm
now, in the present state of parties, but it
might be used hereafter by a Government
depending for its existence on a majority of
one or two votes, to suspend the issue of a
writ which might result in the return of an
opponent. (Hear, hear). The position of the
question was this-if all the facts alleged in
the papers before the House were established,
would it then be held that Kamouraska
should be disfranchised? He apprehended
not; and if so, what else was there for sus-
pending the writ? The motion of the member
for Lotbiniere was put in the mildest form
possible, and the House would not be guard-
ing its own privileges if it refused to adopt it.

Hon. Mr. McGee, in reply to the remarks of
Mr. Dorion with reference to Montreal West,
said that since he was first a candidate in
1857 until the recent election there had not
been an arrest of a single person in that
constituency in connection with an election.
The only election riot he had ever seen was
that at the last election which was with the
concurrence and under the patronage of the
members for Chateauguay and Hochelaga. As
regarded the hustling of Mr. Ogilvie in 1861,
the nomination of an opponent then was
merely for the purpose of keeping him en-
gaged and preventing him from taking part

[Mr. McGee (Montreal West).]

in a contested election in another part of the
city. The contest was a bogus one, and natu-
rally annoyed his (Mr. McGee's) friends. Next
day, Mr. Ryan announced he was not a candi-
date. He (Mr. McGee) put his arms around
Mr. Ogilvie to protect him, but the crowd
spun them both round to the step and Mr.
Ogilvie was shoved into a carriage and driven
off. The only violence Mr. Ogilvie suffered
was a rent in one of his garments.

Hon. Mr. Huntingion made some humour-
ous remarks on the part Mr. McGee had
taken in the discussion, and his sensitiveness
to any allusion to himself or his constituency.
He also reminded that gentleman that if a
number of his constituents turned against
him at last election, he had given them very
considerable provocation.

Dr. Parker thought the motion of the gal-
lant knight would set a dangerous precedent.
It would place it in the power of a minority
in any constituency to defeat the election of a
candidate who was supported by a large
majority. Suppose in Kingston, at a future
election, the gallant knight should be the only
candidate. A small band of organized rioters
might prevent the election, and according to
this precedent the constituency might be for
a considerable time disfranchised while an
investigation took place. He would have the
guilty parties punished, but he would not
punish the whole constituency for the acts of
a few.

The House then divided on Mr. Joly's
amendment-yeas, 40; nays, 77.

Yeas-Anglin, Bechard, Bodwell, Bourassa,
Bowman, Cheval, Coffin, Colby, Costigan,
Coupal, Dorion, Godin, Holton, Huntington,
Joly, Kempt, Kierzkowski, Macdonald
(Cornwall), McDonald (Glengarry), Mac-
farlane, Mackenzie, McMonies, Mills, Oliver,
Pacquet, Parker, Power, Ray, Redford, Ross
(Victoria, N.B.), Rymal, Savary, Snider,
Stirton, Sylvain, Thompson (Haldimand),
Thompson (Ontario), Tremblay, Wells and
Young-40.

Nays-Archambault, Ault, Beaty, Bel-
lerose, Benoit, Bertrand, Blanchet, Brousseau,
Brown, Campbell, Carling, Caron, Cartier,
Cartwright, Casault, Cayley, Chamberlin,
Chauveau, Cimon, Daoust, Desaulnier,
Dobbie, Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferguson,
Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, Gibbs,
Grant, Gray, Grover, Holmes, Huot, Hurdon,
Irvine, Jackson, Keeler, Kirkpatrick,
Langevin, Langlois, Lapum, Lawson, Little,
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Macdonald (Sir J. A.), McDonald (Middle-
sex), Masson (Soulanges), Masson (Ter-
rebonne), McCallum, McCarthy, McDougall,
McGee, McGreevey, McKeagney, McMillan,
Morris, Morrison (Niagara), Munro, Perry,
Pinsonneault, Pouliot, Rankin, Renaud,
Robitaille, Rose, Ross (Dundas), Ross (Prince
Edward), Simard, Simpson, Stephenson, Street,
Walsh, Webb, Wilson, and Workman-77.

The main motion was then agreed to.

DOMINION ARBITRATOR

Hon. Mr. Holton inquired whether it was
true that a member of this House (Hon. Mr.
Gray) had been appointed Arbitrator on be-
half of this Government between Upper and
Lower Canada.
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Sir John A. Macdonald said he was not in a
position to state that the member for Saint
John had been so appointed, but he believed
he would be.

Hon. Mr. Holton said the gallant knight
had given notice that he would introduce an
Independence of Parliament Act. Was this an
office of emolument which would affect the
seat of the member for Saint John?

Sir John A. Macdonald said it was not an
appointment which would affect that mem-
ber's seat. He was too valuable a member for
this House to lose his services.

The House adjourned at midnight till
Monday.





HOUSE OF COMMONS

Monday. March 23, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at three
o'clock.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY

Several petitions were received praying for
the adoption of Major Robinson's route for
the Intercolonial Railway.

KAMOURASKA ELECTIONS

Sir J. A. Macdonald moved the reference of
the petition of Jos. Lebec and other land
owners of the County of Kamouraska to the
General Committee on Privileges and Elec-
tions, which was seconded by Hon. Mr.
Cartier, and carried.

PATENT LAW

Sir J. A. Macdonald intimated with refer-
ence to certain private Bills upon the paper
that the Government proposed during the
present Session to introduce a measure affect-
ing the law of patents.

QUESTIONS

It was elicited from the Government in
reply to the understated questions, viz.:-

Mr. Oliver-Whether it is the intention
of the Government to allow the formation of
military organizations within the Dominion
for the defence of foreign power?

In reply to Mr. Oliver,

Sir John A. Macdonald said it is not the
intention of the Government to authorize the
formation of military organizations within
the Dominion for the defence of foreign pow-
ers.

Mr. Morris-Whether it is the intention
of the Government to assent, this Session, to
an extension of the Charters of any of the
Banks of the Province of Ontario and Quebec
beyond 1871, and also whether it is their
intention to take any action during the pres-
ent Session with regard to the system of
Banking to be adopted throughout the Do-
minion, and if so, what action is intended to
be talcen?

Hon. Mr. Rose said the policy of the Gov-
ernment with reference to the expiry of Bank
Charters and the system of Banking general-
ly, would be explained to the House on an
early day.

RATE OF INTEREST

Mr. Godin-Whether it is the intention of
the Government to bring down, during the
present Session, a measure to limit the rate of
interest in the Dominion of Canada?

Hon. Mr. Rose said it is the intention of
Government to introduce a measure during
the present session, relating to the rate of
interest on money.

DOMINION ARBITRATOR

Mr. Bodwell-Whether the Government
have chosen an Arbitrator for the decision
and adjustment of the debts and credits,
liabilities, properties and assets of Upper and
Lower Canada, as provided by the 142nd
Section of the British North America Act of
1867, and if so, upon whom such choice has
fallen?

Sir John A. Macdonald said the Govern-
ment has chosen the Hon. John Hamilton
Gray arbitrator on behalf of the Dominion
between Upper and Lower Canada.

ABSCONDED WITH PUBLIC FUNDS

Mr. Bodwell-Whether Jordan Charles
who lately absconded with a considerable
amount of the public funds collected by him
in the Inland Revenue District of the County
of Oxford, was a regularly appointed officer
in the Inland Revenue and Excise Depart-
ment, and whether proper sureties for the
discharge of his duties had been given by
him?

Sir John A. Macdonald said in the case of
Jordan Charles, who lately absconded with
public funds, collected by him in the Inland
Revenue District of the County of Oxford, no
commission was given to him, and no securi-
ties were taken from him, he was glad to say
that all or nearly all the money with which
he had absconded had been or would be
recovered.
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POISONS

Mr. Stephenson-Whether it is the inten-
tion of the Government to introduce, during
the present Session, a measure to regulate the
sale of poisons within this Dominion?

Sir John A. Macdonald said regulations for
the sale of poisons would be included in the
measure, with reference to the criminal law,
which it was the intention of the Government
to introduce.

NOVA SCOTIA RELIEF

Mr. Cartwright-Whether the Government
have received further information of the ex-
istence of increase of destitution among the
fishermen of Nova Scotia, and whether it is
their intention to ask the House for any
appropriation to relieve the same?

Sir John A. Macdonald said the Govern-
ment had no late information as to the desti-
tution among the fishermen of Nova Scotia,
and it was not their intention to ask an
appropriation for their relief, unless further
information was received.

CANADIAN PAPAL ZOUAVES

Mr. F. Jones-Whether the Government
employed any means to prevent the depar-
ture from this country of a body of young
men, known as the Papal Zouaves, who left
Canada with the avowed intention of fighting
against a nation with which Great Britain
and Canada are at peace-many of these
young men having received instruction at the
public expense in our Military Schools.

Hon. Mr. Cariier said it was not within the
knowledge of the Government that any body
of young men known as the Papal Zouaves
had left Canada with the avowed intention of
fighting against a nation with which Great
Britain and Canada are at peace. As regarded
the young men who had gone, the Govern-
ment did not know who of them might have
received instruction at the Military Schools
(Laughter).

PATENTS FOR INDIAN LANDS

Mr. Thompson (Haldimand)-Whether the
Government have made any arrangement for
issuing of Patent Deeds for Indian lands that
have been paid for in full, if so, what?

Hon. Mr. Langevin said the patents for
Indian lands which had been paid for in full,
were being prepared, and were being issued
as fast as they could be prepared.

[Sir John A. Macdonald (Kingston).]

MUNICIPAL LOAN FUND

Mr. O'Connor moved for a return of sums
paid out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund to
the credit of the Upper Canada Municipal
Loan Fund, under the provisions of the
Seignorial Acts. Carried.

FATHER McMAHON

Mr. Masson moved for the correspondence
respecting the liberation by Royal pardon of
Rev. Mr. McMahon and other Fenian prison-
ers. He said he had been led to make this
motion by having read in the debates of the
English House of Commons, that instructions
had been given to the representative of the
American Government to demand the im-
mediate release of the Fenian prisoners who
were confined in the penitentiaries or prisons
of Canada. He wished to ascertain whether
there had been any correspondence on the
subject with our Government which could be
laid before the House.

The motion carried.

C.B. AND K.C.B.

Dr. Parker moved for copies of any rep-
resentation addressed to His Excellency by
members of this House, respecting the marks
of royal favour which Her Majesty has been
pleased to confer upon them, and of all
despatches on the same subject to or from the
Colonial Secretary. He said that in the early
part of the session he had made a motion
which he now rose to renew. He was not
satisfied with the reasons on which the with-
drawal of his motion was then urged, and he
hoped Government would now agree to let
the correspondence be brought down. It
might be said-what had the House to do
with this rnatter? He replied, everything. If
those honours had been conferred on gentle-
men in their private character on account of
their contributions to literature, science, or
art, the matter would be beyond the cogni-
zance of this House. But these honours were
conferred by the Home Government on
recipients of them, as representing these
Provinces in an important matter; and if they
were beyond the cognizance of this House,
our public men would be open, to undue
influence by the Crown, and might be led to
undertake agitations for constitutional
changes not in the public interest, and with a
view to their own personal advancement.
Again, the Crown exercising its prerogative,
acted under advice, and it might fairly be
assumed that advice was given on behalf of
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this Dominion, as to those qualified to receive
the honours and the distinction made be-
tween them. For that advice those who gave
it were responsible to this House. Dr. Parker
went on to say that while admitting that the
member for Kingston deserved the honour he
received, he thought Mr. Cartier, who more
than any other public man had jeopardized
his position to carry Confederation, and who
formed the keystone of the arch on which its
success depended, was equally deserving of
the highest honour the Crown had bestowed
in the matter. As the case stood, an invidious
distinction had been made, and he expected
the correspondence would throw some light
on how this had occurred. When the corre-
spondence came down, the House would be in
a position to say whether it ought to address
the Crown with a view to respectfully suggest
that the injustice which had been committed
ought to be redressed. As regarded some of
the other recipients of these honours, he
thought the facts were an illustration of what
he had said with reference to the Crown
having in its power, by bestowal of such
honours, to induce public men to prove un-
faithful to those whom they represented. The
member for Cumberland (Dr. Tupper), while
receiving this honour, lost at the same time
the confidence of his country; and the Min-
ister of Public Works (Mr. McDougall) and
the Minister of Excise (Mr. Howland) no
sooner received these honours than they at
once deserted the party which had raised
then to position and power and had given
them the status which entitled them to re-
ceive distinction from the Crown. He believed
it used to be the office of the Companion of
the Bath to redress the wrongs of all injured
ladies. These gentlemen appeared to have
construed this into its being their duty to
defend all Conservative candidates who were
sorely pressed at their elections; and at every
such election appeared these Companions of
the Bath, or Conservative bondsmen, to fight
the battles of the member for Kingston
against those who had advanced them in
public life. (Hear, hear). He hoped if such
honours should ever again be bestowed in
this country, they would not be made the
means of seducing men fron those party
allegiances, adherence to which was neces-
sary, if they were to obtain respect as public
men.

Sir John A. Macdonald bowed assent,
and-

Mr. Speaker declared the motion carried.

Hon. Mr. Holion, whose name appeared on
the motion as seconder, said he must con-
gratulate his honourable friend, the Leader of
the Government, on being converted to those
sound views of constitutional principle which
he (Mr. Holton) had the honour of pressing
upon him when this question was up three
months ago.

Hon. Mr. McGee-Order, order!

Hon. Mr. Holton-On what ground does the
honourable gentleman call "order"?

Hon. Mr. McGee-Because the motion has
been declared carried.

Hon. Mr. Holton said he could easily put
himself in order. He flattered himself that he
knew enough of the rules of the House to be
able to do so.

Hon. Mr. McGee again rose to order, and
insisted that as the motion had been declared
carried the honourable gentleman could not
speak to it.

The Speaker said Mr. Holton might put
himself in order by moving to adj ourn.

Hon. Mr. Holton accordingly moved that
the House do now adjourn, and proceeded to
say that the member for Montreal West
seemed to conceive that he had a mission in
this House to make himself disagreeable to
those from whom he deserted in a very
extraordinary and indefensible manner some
years ago, and to insult in season and out of
season those members to whom he was under
special obligations for the public position he
held in this country.

Sir John A. Macdonald expressed the opin-
ion that Mr. McGee had done quite right in
asking that the rule of the House be enforced,
that a member should not speak to a motion
after it had been carried.

Mr. Mackenzie said Mr. Holton, as second-
er of the motion, had waited to see what the
Government would say to it; and it had been
declared carried so suddenly that it would
only have been courtesy to have allowed him
to have spoken. It was exceedingly sharp
practice in the member for Montreal West to
call him to order.

Mr. Speaker-Order! There is no question
before the Chair-the motion for adjourn-
ment not having been seconded.

Hon. Mr. McGee said, having been per-
sonally attacked, he wished to occupy the
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attention of the House for a moment or two
(Order!). To put himself in order, he would
second the motion of the member for
Chateauguay. (Laughter). Mr. McGee then
went on to refer to past relations with the
member for Chateauguay, and said if the
word "deserter" was applicable to any one, it
was to that honourable member who, while
his political ally, had intrigued to bring
about a replatrage in the Government which
placed himself in it, and him (Mr. McGee) out
of it. As regarded his owing political position
to the member for Chateauguay, he said that
when they stood as candidates for Montreal
in 1857, his friends gave three votes to Mr.
Holton for one that Mr. Holton gave him; and
the reason that he was only fourth on the
pol was that the chairman of his committee
voted against him (Mr. McGee) and a number
of his (Mr. McGee's) friends then gave him
plumpers. But for the support of his (Mr.
McGee's) friends, Mr. Holton instead of being
fourth would have been at the foot of the
poi.

Mr. Mackenzie said he had been under the
impression that Mr. Holton had been member
for Montreal some years before Mr. McGee
came to the country. (Hear, hear).

The motion for the adjournment was then
withdrawn.

FENIAN RAID OF 1866

Mr. Mills moved for the correspondence
between the Government of Canada and
Great Britain with the view of claiming com-
pensation from the Government of the United
States for property destroyed in Canada by
bands of marauders, publicly armed and or-
ganized in the United States. He said he
assumed such a correspondence to have taken
place, because he assumed that this Gov-
ernment, whenever it became necessary,
would insist on the discharge of duties of
international comity by the Governments of
other countries. He supposed the persons
chiefly of Irish origin who had connected
themselves with the organization directed
against the peace of this country in leaving
their own country for the United States, to
better their condition or otherwise, had no
intention of engaging in hostile operations
against Canada. Those organizations had had
their origin not in Ireland but in the United
States. The intention of these organizations
was well known to Government, and in per-
mitting persons to drill and arm and depart
on marauding expeditions against Canada, he
thought the Government of the United States

[Mr. McGee (Montreal West).]

had been guilty of want of good faith towards
the country. He referred to the reception the
Fenian leader, Roberts, had received on the
floor of Congress, and expressed his opinion
that a claim by Canada for compensation for
Fenian depredations was stronger than that
of the United States for compensation for
depredation by the "Alabama".

Sir John A. Macdonald said there was no
correspondence between this Government or
the Government of the late Province of
Canada and the Imperial Government asking
compensation from the Goverment of the
United States for loss of property and other
injuries, including loss of life, occurring
through the Fenian raid. They had to remem-
ber that the Government of the United States
had its own difficulties, and perhaps they
exercised their power with reference to these
hostile organizations as strongly and as
speedily as they could with due regard to
ultimate results. At all events, he had no
hesitation in saying that the Canadian Gov-
ernment had implicit belief in the good faith
of the United States Government towards
Canada. When it became clear that these
parties were about to proceed from words to
deeds, the United States Government, at
great expense, sent large forces, commanded
by their best officers, for the purpose of
upholding the majesty of their own laws and
preventing any infringement of our frontier.
Considering also that the United States had
causes of irritation on account of the
"Alabama" and other vessels that were fitted
out in England, and that this was a matter of
angry discussion, it was not desirable to add
fuel to the flames by sending in our demand
for compensation. It should be remembered,
too, that there were incursions on both
sides-that there were incursions which we
could not prevent from Canada to the United
States-the St. Alban's raid and the proceed-
ings on Lake Erie. But the Canadian Gov-
ernment were not insensible to the duty of
asserting our rights when the proper time
came, and the question of compensation
should be referred, as he hoped it would be
on an early day, to an arbitration between
England and the United States. The Gov-
ernment of Canada would see that full claim
for compensation would be put in through
Her Majesty's Government to be considered
in the settlement of the cross accounts for
compensation between the two nations.

The motion was then withdrawn.

Mr. Mills moved an address for correspond-
ence with reference to the rendition of the
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leader of the Fenian invaders of Canada. He
said when the question as to the rendition of
the St. Alban raiders come before our courts,
so far as there was any refusal of rendition,
it was based on their acting by express au-
thority of a belligerent government, which
was responsible for their acts. But the parties
who made raids on this country were in an
entirely different position. They were not
acting under the authority of any Govern-
ment in existence. They were not belligerents
in any proper sense, but came as individual
marauders, and were guilty as individuals of
murder and robbery. He thought it was the
duty of the Government of this country to
have demanded those persons from the
Government of the United States.

Sir John A. Macdonald said there was no
correspondence on the subject. No demand
had been made by the Canadian Government
for the rendition of those who came across
the frontier and escaped back. The Govern-
ment thought that to vindicate the law it was
sufficient to deal with those who had been
captured with arms in their hands, and a
number of whom, on being convicted, had
been sentenced to the Penitentiary for 20
years, which, in most cases, was equivalent to
imprisonment for life.

The motion was then withdrawn.

NORTH-WEST TERRITORY

Mr. Mills moved an address for correspond-
ence with reference to the acquisition by
Canada of the North-West Territory. He said
he renewed the motion which had been made
some time ago by the member for North
Leeds with the view of ascertaining whether
the Government had yet received from
England the expected answer to the address
by both Houses.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the matter
stood in exactly the same position as before.
The Government were in daily expectation of
receivng a communication from the Home
Government.

Hon. Sandfield Macdonald inquired whether
the Government had any information with
regard to a -painful rumour in the newspapers
of a rising on the Red River, the report being
that the inhabitants of that settlement had
assumed to themselves the right to govern
their own country, and had established a
Provisional Government.

Sir John A. Macdonald said that the
Government had no information on the sub-

ject; at the same time, he begged to remark
that it seemed to him the Hudson's Bay
Company had much to answer for, if in their
desire to preserve a monopoly of that country
they forced the people to take the course
which rumour assigned to them.

Hon. Mr. McGee expressed his conviction,
from what he knew of Mr. Thomas Speros,
the alleged leader of the movement, that the
rumour in the shape it had reached us was
incorrect, whatever measure of foundation
there might be for it.

The motion was then withdrawn.

STEAMBOAT INSPECTORS

Mr. McCarthy moved for a return as to
inspectors of steamboats in the Provinces of
Quebec and Ontario. Carried.

DOMINION STOCK

Hon. Mr. Holton moved for a statement
showing the amount of Dominion stock sold,
the names of the purchasers, and the rates
obtained; also, from whom, for what
amounts, and at what rates unaccepted ten-
ders were received. He said in the conversa-
tion which took place a few days ago, when
this motion was brought forward, the Min-
ister of Finance objected to giving the names
of those who made tenders. Did he abject to
giving the names of those to whom allotments
of stock were made?

Hon. Mr. Rose-I objected ta the produc-
tion of all names.

Hon. Mr. Holton said he had been willing
to withdraw the latter part of his motion; but
if the objection was to producing names at
all, he must let it stand as it was. The
Minister of Finance had said there was no
English precedent for such a demand. The
reason was that in the modern system of
managing loans in England, the object we
had in view, to wit, the utmost publicity as to
parties dealing with the Government, was
obtained by the mode in which the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer gave out these loans.
The tenders were opened in the presence of
all the parties interested. The result was
known all through the city, was given in the
city articles on the day following the allot-
ment, and there was no occasion, therefore,
for such a motion as this in the English
Parliament. He maintained that in the inter-
ests of public morality, looking to what had
occurred with respect to public loans in other
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countries, they should insist on the utmost
publicity being given in some form or other
to these transactions. He then referred to the
report that large sums had been subscribed
for by the Governments of Quebec and On-
tario, the Court of Chancery and Bank of
Montreal; and claimed that, with reference at
least to these amounts, the House ought to
have information. It might be immaterial to
know what sums had been subscribed by
individuals, but it might be necessary to
obtain that information incidentally in order
to reach what they really desired to know.

Hon. Mr. Rose contended that English
precedent was against the demand now made.
When loans were given out to the highest
bidders, of course the names were known;
but in cases like the present, the names of
those who invested in public securities were
never disclosed. It would be a violation of the
trust reposed in the Government to disclose
the names, and would diminish the value and
popularity of the stock. A motion was on one
occasion made in the House of Commons for
the names of those who had 10,000 pounds
and upwards of Government stock, with a
view to taxation. The Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer said "it would be very improper to
give the names," and the demand was
refused. We had a precedent also of our own.
On the consolidation of the provincial debt in
1860 a return was moved, and it was brought
down excluding the names, although the
names were asked for in the motion.

Hon. Mr. Holton said if the honourable
gentleman would give the return, so far as
public bodies were concerned, the Provincial
Governments, Court of Chancery and monied
institutions, he would rest satisfied without
the names of private parties.

Hon. Mr. Rose refused to accede to this
proposition, and said there were benevolent
institutions which had considerable amounts
invested, as to which it would be improper to
make a return.

Mr. Mackenzie said a large portion of our
people were interested in those benevolent
institutions, and had a right to know where
their funds were invested; and those institu-
tions, moreover, were bound by their charters
to lay before this House a statement of all

[Mr. Holton (Chateauguay).]

their investments. As regarded the whole of
the investments in Dominion stock, they were
contracts with the Government. The parties
offered to supply the Government with so
much money for a certain consideration.
When the tender was accepted, it became
a public contract, and we were as much
entitled to know who the contractors were,
and who the intending contractors were,
as we were entitled, for example, to get the
names of all the parties who had tendered
for the erection of these buildings. In the
Canadian case referred to as a precedent for
refusing information, if - the Government
refused to bring down the information sought
in an address passed by the House, they
violated the first principles of the constitu-
tion; and if Parliament failed to condemn the
Government for so acting, it simply failed in
its duty. Mr. Mackenzie went on to argue
that it was essential publicity should be given
to all transactions by individuals or corpora-
tions with the public finances, and that the
spirit of the practice which prevailed in
England was in favour of the demand now
made.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said the honourable
gentlemen opposite had stated that they did
not mean to charge any impropriety in the
Government in disposing of this stock, but
that improprieties had occurred in past times.
In the time of Walpole it was a recognized
mode of rewarding political friends of the
Government to throw loans into their hands.
It was a crying abuse, but it was a well
understood thing. To put a stop to this, a
system was adopted of full publicity and
giving the loans to the highest bidders. Per-
haps, hereafter, if the House thought fit, that
might be the plan adopted here, and the
Finance Minister might be called upon to
adopt a different mode of going into the
market, if the plan recently adopted was not
correct. Let it be changed, but meanwhile, he
must object to giving names tendered for
stock on the understanding that publicity
would not be given to their tenders. If it
could be shown that it was for the public
good that the information should be given,
then that would be a sufficient reason to set
aside private feelings and convenience. But
gentlemen opposite had failed to show how
the information asked for was of importance
to the public interest.
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Mr. Cartwright agreed generally in the
view taken by the leader of the Government,
but thought it would serve a good purpose to
know, and that it would do no harm to
ascertain what sums were held by banking
institutions, and what sums by other parties,
including the sums taken up by banking
institutions. Some idea would be given of the
amount of capital in the country available for
the wants of the Government.

Hon. Mr. Dorion spoke in support of the
motion, and said as regarded the banks the
information could be got through in a more
round about way by moving for a return with
reference to each banking institution of the
Government securities it held.

Mr. Street doubted whether the House
could claim a return of the debentures held
by any banks. He did not think the bank
charters authorize the Government to exact
such information. He thought no good could
result from the motion, and hoped it would
not pass, believing it would have an unfavour-
able influence on those who might be dis-
posed to invest their spare means in this
security.

The motion was lost on a division.

NORTH-WEST TERRITORY

Mr. Mills moved for correspondence be-
tween the Government of Canada and the
Government of Ontario with a view to obtain
a surrender to the Government of Canada of
that portion of the Province of Ontario
known as the North-West Territory. He said
the whole of the territory to the Rocky
Mountains had been claimed as belonging to
Upper Canada. As a large portion of it indis-
putably belonged to the Province of Ontario,
it appeared to him that instead of waiting for
action by the Government of Great Britain,
there was nothing to prevent the Government
of the Dominion from entering into negotia-
tions with the Government of Ontario for
that territory.

Sir John A. Macdonald said as far as he
knew, there had been no correspondence be-
tween the two Governments on the subject.

As it was now six o'clock, and there was
not business enough on the paper to require
an evening sitting, the motion was allowed to

stand, that members might have another op-
portunity of expressing their views on the
question it raised.

Sir John A. Macdonald moved that the
House do now adjourn.

Mr. Masson (Soulanges), expressed the
hope that the Government would take more
days in the week for its business, as private
members had very little business on the pa-
per. At the rate they were now proceeding
they would be sitting here till June.

Sir John A. Macdonald said he would move
on Friday to give the Government a third
day in every subsequent week. He had waited
till the House should be full before submit-
ting this motion, that he might know what
business private members intended to pro-
ceed with. He would also move that on days
which were not Government days, after other
business was disposed of, Government orders
should be taken up.

Hon. Mr. Holton asked when the estimates
would be brought down, and suggested that
they should be brought down early, that odd
hours, not otherwise engaged, might be spent
in advancing them.

Sir John A. Macdonald said that the
Minister of Finance had the estimates in a
forward state of preparation, and he expected
that they would soon be ready to be submit-
ted to the Government.

The House then adjourned.

NOTICES OF MOTION

Among the notices of motion put on the
paper this evening, were the following:-

Mr. Savary will ask, when the Currency
Bill comes up for a second reading, that the
4th resolution be struck out, and that the 5th
be amended so as to provide that the
Canadian currency be assimilated to that
agreed upon by the International Paris
Conference, whether the Bill now before
Congress pass or not.

Mr. Stephenson, on Monday, will ask
whether Government intend to impose duty
on repairs made on Canadian Vessels while in
American waters; also, whether they intend
to impose a tax upon American built vessels
upon their being registered at Canadian
ports.
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Mr. Keeler will ask whether the Govern-
ment intend to make provisions for any esti-
mate for the construction of the Murray
Canal.

Mr. Workman will ask whether the Gov-
ernment intend to appoint a fifth Judge in
the Court of Queen's Bench for the Province
of Quebec.

Mr. Oliver-Whether Government intend
passing Mr. Cartier's Bill to reduce the value
of American silver now in circulation in the
Dominion, and at what value will it be made
a legal tender.

S
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Mr. Magill- Whether the Government in-
tend to lay down a policy affirming the neces-
sity of the adoption of a uniform gauge to be
observed hereafter in the construction of all
railways in the Dominion; also whether the
Ontario Government did not exceed their
authority in chartering a competitive line of
railway which will be inimical to the inter-
ests of a line in which the Dominion Gov-
ernment have a large interest at stake-said
line also leading to a foreign country at both
its terminals.
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Tuesday, March 24, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

G. T. DENISON AND THE GEORGIAN

Mr. Morrison presented a petition
from George Taylor Denison, of Toronto,
praying compensation for damages caused by
the improper seizure of the steamer Georgian.

ECONOMIZING

Hon. Mr. Rose gave notice that he would
introduce on Friday a Bill to regulate and
restrict the contingent charges of the De-
partment of Public Service.

SECRETARY OF STATE
FOR CANADA

Hon. Mr. Langevin moved the second read-
ing of the Bill respecting the Department of
the Secretary of State for Canada.

Hon. Mr. Holton said he had understood
that all the Bills for the organization of the
Department would be brought up together,
and that the whole policy of the Government
on the subject would then be brought under
the review of the House. Not seeing the
leader of the Government in his place he
would suggest whether the Bill might not be
postponed.

Hon. Mr. Cariier said the Minister of
Justice did not desire the discussion referred
to be brought on in the absence of their two
colleagues, Messrs. Howland and Tilley, who
at present could not attend on account of
illness. He hoped, however, this Bill might be
allowed to be proceeded with, as it was for
the organization of an old Department, and
the discussion as to the constitution of the
Department generally would, with more pro-
priety, be raised in connection with the new
Department.

Hon. Mr. Langevin then proceeded to re-
peat the explanations he had given of this
Bill in the early part of the session on
introducing it. He stated that the Secretary of
State for Canada would have, for the whole
Dominion, the duties of the late Provincial
Secretary for Canada, and as well as Secre-

tary, would be Registrar-General for the
whole Dominion; besides he would have un-
der his control the affairs of the Indians
throughout the Dominion, and also the con-
trol and arrangement of the ordnance lands,
which had been transferred by the Imperial
authorities to the late Government of Canada.
In framing the Bill, the Government had
given special attention to securing, as far as
possible, uniformity in the system of manage-
ment of Indian lands throughout the different
Provinces.

Hon. Mr. Fisher said in New Brunswick
there were large tracts of Indian lands. On its
Tobique River there were something like
10,000 acres of these lands. There were on
these a great number of settlers having large
clearances and large stocks of cattle. The
policy of the Government had been not to
disturb these people, but to sell them these
lands at ordinary prices. He hoped it would
be the policy of the Dominion Government
that the rights of these people should be
preserved. As regarded the ordnance lands,
he had himself introduced a Bill placing them
under the charge of the Secretary of State for
War, and there had been no cession of them
to the Province.

Sir John A. Macdonald explained that the
ordnance lands referred to by the Secretary
were certain ordnance lands which had been
surrendered to the late Province of Canada.
The ordnance lands had been held by the
Imperial Government for naval purposes,
canals and fortifications; but some years ago,
except these at Quebec and some other
points, they were transferred to Canada in
trust for certain funds by which the Militia
was to be kept up. By the Union Act the
lands so surrendered to the Old Province of
Canada became the property of the Domin-
ion, and as there was no Commissioner of
Crown lands in the Dominion, they were
transferred to the Department of the Secre-
tary of State. This Bill did not at all effect
the Ordnance Lands spoken of by the mem-
ber for York.

Mr. Jackson said there might be a valua-
tion. He did not propose that the respective
Provinces should pay more for these lands
than they could collect.
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Mr. Jones (Leeds) said he could understand
the reluctance of the Premier of Ontario to
assume the responsibility of managing the
Indian lands. He thought, however, the feel-
ing of the people of Ontario would be in
favour of such a transference. He wished to
draw the attention of the House to the ex-
pense of the management of Indian lands in
the United States with their management
here, although the quantity of Indian lands
was vastly greater than in Canada. In 1863,
the whole expense of the departmental man-
agement at Washington of the Indian lands
was $5,000. Here, even after the reductions
made by the Secretary of State, the expense
of the management at Ottawa of the Indian
lands was $5,140, being more than the whole
expense of the management at Washington.
He would take another opportunity of show-
ing that the expenses of our Dominion De-
partment were greater than the whole de-
partment expense at Washington. The people
throughout the country were looking at the
retrenchment effected in Ontario, and were
expecting something of the same sort here.
He thought the number of departments might
very well be reduced. If there had been one
Minister for New Brunswick, one for Nova
Scotia, two for Quebec, and three for Ontario,
the due proportion between the Provinces
would have been preserved, and the whole
number of Heads for Departments, instead of
thirteen, would only have been seven, the
same as at Washington. He found that the
departments here had 243 employees, a great-
er number for managing business of three
and a half millions of people than were
employed at Washington to manage the bus-
iness of thirty-five millions. He intended on
a future occasion to urge more at length his
views on the question of retrenchment, which
he felt it his duty to press, even though his
doing so might at times place him in opposi-
tion to his honorable friends on the treasury
benches.

Mr. Sproat supported the view suggested
by Mr. Jackson as to the transference of the
Indian lands, on equitable terms, to the Local
Legislatures. He suggested, also, that the land
trust might be converted into a money trust.

Hon. Mr. Langevin said the expense of
managing the Indian lands was necessarily
increased by their being widely scattered in
different parts of the country. The expense
was borne by the Indian funds derived from
the lands which were only held in trust by
the Dominion. As regarded the suggestion by
the member for North Bruce to convert the

[Mr. Jackson (Grey-South).]

land trust into a money trust, in order to
promote the settlement of the country, it
should be remembered that these lands were
a sacred trust held for the Indians, that they
were the property of the Indians, and that no
change should be made which could in any
way interfere with the value of the trust so
held for them. He went on to give some
details as to the management, sales and prices
of Indian lands. He stated that the Indians,
under the system adopted towards them by
this Government, were increasing in number,
instead of decreasing as in other parts of the
continent, and he hoped the House would
assist the Government in continuing to the
Indians that sense of security which they now
enjoyed.

Hon. Mr. Dorion stated that at Caugh-
nawaga the Indians were constantly fighting,
and a strong effort ought to be made to get
these Indians to commute their lands. If
Government could succeed in getting them to
do this, a great remedy would be applied to
the present derangements, and the Indians
would be really benefitted. He would say let
such of the Indians as wished to settle get a
lot each, and let the remainder of the land be
sold. Such an arrangement would be greatly
to the benefit of the Indians themselves and
the surrounding white population.

Mr. Mackenzie's experience of the Indians
led him to a very different conclusion. He had
lived for 20 years in the vicinity of a large
tribe, and believed if the Indians commuted
their lands and scattered, they would be
anything but benefited. The money they
would get for commutation would soon find
its way into other hands. Far better to let
them settle on the lands. The true policy with
regard to Indians, he believed, would be to
endeavour to remove them for settlement
from the vicinity of large towns.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said that when he had
the honour of being in the same Government
with the honourable member for Hochelaga,
he had endeavoured to get these Caugh-
nawaga Indians to come to some such ar-
rangement as that advocated, but without
effect. In Upper Canada the Indians had been
treated as the proprietors of their lands. They
were consulted regarding the disposal of
these lands, and the practice had been found
to work well. With reference to the propriety
of handing over these lands to the Local
Government, he would say the full power of
administering these lands lay with the
Federal Government, and it would be impos-
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sible for this Legislature to hand over to any
other hands the control or disposition of so
important a matter; but if the Indians con-
sented to dispose of their lands, as alluded to,
the difficulty would be obviated.

Mr. Snider showed that it was the specula-
tors, and not the actual settlers, who had
caused loss to the Indian Department in the
land sales. He contended that where white
men went on Indian land they greatly added
to its value, and that many such men who
had gone into the bush had been badly treat-
ed by the Government. In his opinion, if the
Government had given every mile of Indian
land away, they would have benefited the
country. As for white men taking timber on
Indian land, he had never heard in his ex-
perience of such a thing, though he had heard
of Indians damaging the white man's land.

The Bill was then read a second time and
referred to Committee of the Whole-Mr.
Jones in the Chair.

The Committee rose and reported the Bill
with an amendment, and the Bill was ordered
for a third reading on Friday next.

MARINE AND FISHERIES
DEPARTMENT

Sir John A. Macdonald then moved the
second reading of the Bill for the organiza-
tion of the Department of Marine and Fish-
eries of Canada, from the Senate.

Hon. Mr. Holton thought that the Gov-
ernment, in moving this Bill organizing a
new Department, ought to explain not merely
this particular Bill, but their views regarding
the organization of the new Department to be
proposed by the Government.

Sir John A. Macdonald said that such a
discussion would be obviously proper, and
had hoped that it would have come on to-day,
but the absence of the Minister for Trade and
Customs, and the Minister of Inland Revenue
had caused a delay. He would consent that
the third reading should not be taken until
after such discussion, which might take place
once and for all upon the general merits of
all the Bills. Upon continued objection from
Mr. Holton he consented, however, not to
press the second reading.

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald, the
Bill for continuing the Parliament of Canada
in the case of the demise of the Crown, was
read a second time at length, and ordered for
a third reading on Friday.

EXTRADITION TREATY

Sir John A. Macdonald moved the second
reading of the Bill entitled an Act Respecting
the Treaty Between Her Majesty and the
Government of the United States of America,
for the apprehension and surrender of certain
offenders. He explained that the object of the
measure was the extension to the Dominion
of the provisions of the Act previously in
force in the Province of Canada, with the
addition to the officers mentioned in the old
Imperial Act of Commissioners who would be
appointed under the Great Seal of Canada, to
further the operation of this Act.

The Bill was read a second time.
On the motion to go into committee,

Mr. Chamberlin hoped the House would
not resolve on going into committee on this
measure now, as there were important differ-
ences of opinion regarding at least one of its
provisions.

Sir John A. Macdonald had not the slight-
est objection to postpone going into commit-
tee.

The Bill was ordered to be referred to
Committee of the Whole on Friday next.

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

Hon. Mr. Rose moved the House into com-
mittee on the following resolution:- "That it
is expedient to appropriate the sum of $30,000
per annum for five years from the 1st day of
July, 1867, to defray the expenses of the
Geological Survey of Canada-any surplus in
any one year to be applied towards the
expenses to be incurred in other years."

Mr. Street was called to the Chair.

Hon. Mr. Rose explained that it was now
considered essential to have this Geological
Survey extended to Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, and it would not take less than
five years to bring this great work to a
conclusion. The sum voted was estimated by
Sir W. Logan to be sufficient to perform this
service.

Mr. Mackenzie-The Ontario Government
will charge him for a license. (Laughter).

Hon. J. S. Macdonald had great doubts that
the benefits derived from these geological
surveys had been commensurate with their
cost.

Hon. Mr. Rose totally differed with the
honourable member.
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Mr. Mackenzie supported the grant with
good will. He found at one time Sir W.
Logan had paid $7,000 out of his own pocket
towards these surveys. He had certainly done
more than any other Canadian to draw the
attention of capitalists abroad to the mineral
resources of Canada, and it was to be hoped
his services would long be spared to the
country.

Dr. Grant said it afforded him great pleas-
ure on the present occasion to offer a few
observations on the geological survey of
Canada. No more important topic had been
before the House this Session, or one which
was more closely associated with our future
prosperity. In a new, rising and progressive
country like the Dominion of Canada, it is
absolutely requisite that every source of
wealth should be turned to account. Money
we require to ease the machinery of this new
organization, and nowhere is it so accessible
as in the rocks so widespread throughout the
length and breadth of the Dominion. This
being the first time the subject of the survey
has been before the House, since the acces-
sion of our Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
friends, he would on that account refer
briefly to the history of the survey. It dates
back to 1843, since which time Sir William
Logan and his staff have explored the region
from Gaspe to the northern part of Lake
Superior. The minuteness of the examinations
was regulated by the immediate requirements
of the country, and the geological peculiari-
ties of the sections under observation. In the
inhabited sections, the shores of the St.
Lawrence, the Ottawa, the lakes and their
various tributaries, were followed, but in the
settled portions of country, explorations ex-
tended into the interior. In many districts
presenting little variety of geological struc-
ture, it was considered unnecessary to follow
up extensive and minute examinations. Such
has been the case on the North Shore of Lake
Ontario. In Lakes Superior and Huron the
want of proper Topographical Surveys ren-
dered the explorations very difficult. How-
ever, within the last few years, many and
extensive parts have been minutely exam-
ined, such as the country between the St.
Lawrence and Ottawa, most of Lake Superior
region, and various parts of Lower Canada.
Thus we observe that notwithstanding many
difficulties, Sir William Logan and his staff
have collected, from personal observation,
data as to the general, and in many sections,
special, geological peculiarities of the greater
part of Canada. So accurate have been the

[Mr. Rose (Huntingdon) J

Topographical Surveys made, that according
to the Deputy Commissioner of Crown Lands,
grave errors in surveys previously made were
rectified and much trouble thus saved to the
country. The Laurentian, Silurian, Devorian
and Carboniferous formations have been ex-
amined and reported upon, and in carrying
out this work, specimens of geology and
mineralogy were collected, many of which
are on exhibition at the Montreal Museum of
the Survey. He had frequently been asked
what had been accomplished. The answer is
easy to any lover of science who takes an
interest in this country. Is it not satisfactory
to know that Canada has done more towards
the extension of geological research within a
short space of time than any other country?
In years past Sir William brought to light the
existence of Crustacean tracks in the Pots-
dam sandstone; he established the parallelism
of the disturbing forces throughout the
Silurian, Devorian and Carboniferous eras,
and his researches have settled beyond a
doubt, that not only the Crystaline formations
of the great Apalachian Range, but also those
of the older rocks extending from the St.
Lawrence to the Arctic Ocean are purely
stratified sedimentary deposits, and to result
of metamorphic action. More recently the
discovery of animal life in the form of the
"Eozoon Canadense", in the Laurentian Rocks
of Canada has attracted the attention of the
savants of Britain and Europe. This last dis-
covery is alone sufficient to stamp the charac-
ter and eminently scientific attainments of
those in charge of the geological survey of
Canada. True, science is well enough in its
own way, but its money we require, and on
that account the development of the miner-
al resources of the country should at present
occupy the greatest share of attention. Gold
we have at Madoc, at the Chaudiere, recently
our rocks in some parts of the Ottawa have
been found to be gold bearing. Silver exists
in large quantity at Lake Superior, also cop-
per, and the latter metal at Acton as well.
Plumbago and galena in various parts of the
Ottawa Valley, also iron in great abundance.
Now that we include the Lower Provinces, I
will quote from Prof. Bell's remarks:

In 1866 the yield of gold in Nova Scotia 25,454
ounces, and it appears that for the present year not
less than 30,000 ounces of gold will have been
turned out. This would give about $60,000, already,
almost one-half of the value of the yearly yield of
coal, in the same country. Since 1862 about 120,000
ounces of gold, or four tons and a hall, have been
secured, amounting in value to nearly two nillions
and a half of dollars, and ail this sinply as a
beginning.
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Thus we observe how extensive and wide-
spread is the mineral wealth of the Dominion,
and I feel satisfied that our friends from the
Maritime Provinces must feel that in expend-
ing so large an amount of money, we desire
fully to develop not alone the mineral wealth
of one section in particular, but of the whole
Dominion. Our country which is considered
richer in minerals than any of the neighbour-
ing States must be closely examined and the
various reports widely circulated. Thus alone
can the attention of foreign capitalists be
attracted. At present vast sections of country
remain unsold, which must, in a few years,
become very valuable, and he was firmly of
opinion that the expenditure of the amount
stated by the honourable, the Minister of
Finance, for the development of our mineral
resources, is one of the best and most desira-
ble investments we could possibly have.
Under these circumstances he would have
pleasure in supporting the resolution.

In reply to Mr. Anglin,

Hon. Mr. Rose stated that by the early part
of May, as soon as the weather permitted, the
operations of the survey in Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick would be commenced.

Mr. M. C. Cameron maintained that the
geological survey of Sir W. Logan had been
of inestimable advantage to the country.

Affer the recess,

Mr. M. C. Cameron resumed his remarks.
As a proof of the value of Sir W. Logan's
service, he cited the various discoveries of
salt in Canada, in consequence of this emi-
nent geologist's reports and surveys. He (Mr.
Cameron) would support the resolution.

The resolution was carried, and the com-
mittee rose. The report was ordered to be
received on Friday next.

THE CURRENCY

On motion of Hon. Mr. Rose, the House
went into Committee of the Whole on certain
resolutions on the subject of the curren-
cy-Mr. Street in the Chair.

Hon. Mr. Rose explained, in introducing the
Bill, that it was a double measure intended to
assimilate the currency of the Dominion, and
at the same time carry out, if possible, the
regulations arrived at in the recent Inter-
national Congress of Paris, where arrange-
ments were made for a unification of the
currency of all nations. If the recom-
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mendations of that Congress were carried
out by England and the United States
(and information since he had introduced his
Bill led him to confidently expect that these
countries would carry out the recomanenda-
tions of the Paris Congress) then, the French
25 franc piece, the English sovereign and the
American $5 gold piece would be assimilated.
He was quite aware of the extreme incon-
venience and loss arising from subjecting
people to a change of currency, and nothing
but necessity would induce the Government
to make any proposition of the kind. Such a
change of currency unsettled, to a great de-
gree, all the business operations of the coun-
try; but Government felt embarrassed by the
state of circumstances that existed-the value
of the Nova Scotia coinage differing from
that of the other Provinces of the Dominion.
The recommendations for an assimilation of
the currency made in the Congress of Paris
last year, and the action of the United States
and England to carry out the arrangements of
that Congress, necessitated action on the part
of the Government. He was aware that a
member (Mr. Savary) had introduced resolu-
tions, declaring that the currency of the
Dominion should be at once assimilated to
that of Nova Scotia, and the consequences of
the carrying out of such an arrangement
would be that if the recommendations of the
Paris Congress were not carried out, then the
currency of the whole Dominion would be
different from that of the United States, with
which the communications of the Dominion
were so numerous and complicated. The
course proposed in the Bill before the House
was, in his (Mr. Rose's) opinion, the right
course. At present, the Government had
merely to watch the progress of events in
England and the United States, and if they
found that England and the United States did
not adopt the recommendations of the Paris
Conference, then part number one would be
put in force which extended the existing
currency of Canada to Nova Scotia, and in
the other, if the United States and England
adopted the recommendation of the Con-
gress of Paris, then part No. 2 of the Bill
before the House would be enforced, making
the English sovereign, the American $5
piece and the French 25 franc piece of
equivalent value. By this Bill also the Gov-
ernment proposed to take power to make
foreign silver coin a legal tender at such rates
as the Government saw fit, up to $10. At
present, Government had only the power to
make foreign gold coin a legal tender.
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There was another clause to which he would
direct the attention of the member from Nova
Scotia, as the House was aware the Nova
Scotia dollar was something like 3 cents less
in value than that of the rest of the Domin-
ion, and when there were some $8,000,000 of
Nova Scotia debt, it might be a question
whether that amount was to be represented
by United States dollars or those current in
the other Provinces. At present inland reve-
nue duties were collected in Nova Scotia in
Nova Scotia currency and stamps were spe-
cially struck off there. By this Bill, it was
proposed that on a certain day to be de-
clared by proclamation of the Governor, the
inland revenue and stamps were to be collect-
ed according to the standard prevailing in the
other Provinces. But it was not proposed to
make any change until the action of England
and the United States on the Paris Congress
recommendation were known.

Hon. Mr. Holton thought the honourable
gentleman made out an excellent case for
leaving this matter of the currency alone for
the present, by showing the great inconveni-
ence flowing from frequent changes of the
currency of the country, and he (Mr. Holton)
agreed perfectly with these remarks. But not-
withstanding this danger of meddling with
the currency, the honourable gentleman
proposed a change with regard to Nova
Scotia, a very important part of the country,
and, notwithstanding present appearances,
destined to be a very important Province of
the Dominion. (Hear). He proposed to make
an important change in the currency of that
country. Now, with the certainty, as the
honourable gentleman affirmed, of another
change in the currency within a short time,
and in view of the non-desirability of fre-
quent changes in the currency-in view of
these things, it would be better to let Nova
Scotia enjoy the currency she had, rather
than unsettle the whole subject of the curren-
cy with almost the certainty of its being
unsettled again within a year or two. The
honourable gentleman's proposal of an alter-
native Bill was also a very objectionable one,
and he (Mr. Holton) doubted whether, in any
part of England or the British possessions a
precedent for a double aided measure such
as this would be found. He regarded it as
exceedingly unwise to establish such a prece-
dent. The essence of the honourable gentle-
man's proposition was that the people of
Ontario, Quebec, and New Brunswick were to
remain in the enjoyment of their present

[Mr. Rose (Huntingdon).]

system till a change took place in the United
States and England, and if that change did
not take place in six months, that then the
currency of Nova Scotia was to be assimilat-
ed to the rest of the Dominion. He (Mr.
Holton) thought the measure ill-timed and
injudicious. The currency, as it stood, was
applicable to a large portion of their popula-
tion. Far better, then, leave it as it was, till
the result of the unification movement in
England and the United States had been
made known. Far better do that than disturb
the present currency in the United States by
an order in council to be again disturbed in
Nova Scotia and throughout the whole coun-
try a little later. He could not for the life of
him see any inconvenience in maintaining the
status quo in all parts of the country for
another year. With reference to the silver
question, if the clause quoted by the honoura-
ble gentleman was to be regarded as the
fulfilment of his grand promise in November
last-if it was to be regarded as the grand
panacea for all the ills the country was
suffering under-(laughter)-

Hon. Mr. Rose had not said it was anything
of the kind.

Hon. Mr. Holton-The honourable gentle-
man told the House, on a previous occasion,
that the 15 per cent duty on silver was but a
preliminary step. Now, therefore, he brought
down the main part of his policy, and what
was it? That Government were to have the
power of making foreign silver coins to the
amount of $10 a legal tender. Was that the
fulfilment of his pledge?

Hon. Mr. Rose said the honourable member
was misstating him.

Hon. Mr. Holion-Then perhaps there was
to be a further policy on the currency?
(Laughter). Surely there was not going to be
another Currency Bill introduced that ses-
sion? He (Mr. Holton) thought the whole
question of the currency ought to be kept in
suspense until they could deal with it intelli-
gently and finally in view of the action of
other countries.

Mr. Savary moved in amendment to strike
out the 4th resolution, and to make the 5th
resolution read so as to declare that it is
desirable that the currency of Canada should
be assimilated to that agreed upon by the
international monetary conference of 1867;
that in the event of the Bill now before the
Congress of the United States becoming law,
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the currency of Canada should be established
on the same basis as those provided, and that,
as a step towards the proposed international
uniformity of currency, the currency of
Nova Scotia should in the meantime be the
currency of Canada, that is, the British sover-
eign to be one pound or five dollars, and
British silver coins to bear the same relation
to the sovereign in dollars and cents that they
now bear to the sovereign in the currency of
the United Kingdom. He said he could not see
the point of the wit the other evening of the
member for Montreal West, when he stated
that he (Mr. Savary) would look upon the
currency Bill of the Finance Minister as an
outrage on Nova Scotia. He certainly did
think it unfortunate that the change contem-
plated by the Finance Minister's resolutions
and Bill should be against the interests of the
Province which he (Mr. Savary) had the
honour to represent. He thought it unfortu-
nate that every change in the laws where
Nova Scotia was concerned should be injuri-
ous and inconvenient to the people of that
Province. He would meet the argument that,
as being only one-tenth of the population of
the Dominion, they ought not to be consid-
ered in matters of this kind, by saying that
they ought to be considered at least in one
case out of ten. (Hear, hear). But in no
legislation which had yet come before this
Parliament had the least consideration been
paid to what were the laws and institutions
existing in Nova Scotia. Mr. Savary then
proceeded to argue the question on general
grounds, and contended that if there was to
be a uniformity of currency in all the
Provinces, which he agreed was desirable, the
Nova Scotia system should be adopted as the
proper basis for such uniformity. It was
derogatory to the dignity of this House that
it should wait the action of the American
Congress, but by bringing about uniformity
on the basis of the Nova Scotia system, it
would be in fact adopting a system almost
identical with the scheme now before Con-
gress. In Nova Scotia the system of passing
the sovereign for five dollars and the English
shilling for 25 cents had worked admirably.
They had no trouble there from the "silver
nuisance", caused by the influx of American
silver, so much complained of in Canada. The
resolution he had proposed as an amendment
was, he thought, the only logical conclusion
of the premises laid down by the Minister of
Finance as to the desirability of assimilating
the currency.

99038--261

Hon. Mr. Cartier repeated in French the
explanations which had been given by Mr.
Rose in English.

Hon. Mr. Rose said he was sure it was the
desire of every member of the Government
and every member of the House to legislate
in such a way as to conciliate the feelings
and prejudices of their friends from the
Lower provinces. But the honourable mem-
ber for Digby had argued on wrong premises.
He had argued as if it was proposed to
subject the currency of Nova Scotia to
the inconvenience of two changes-first, to
the currency in Canada, and then to that of
the International Conference; but the very
object of having this Bill in two parts was to
obviate any such difficulty. It was necessary
they shoud take power to adapt their curren-
cy to the international standard in the event
of its being adopted in England and the
United States. Mr. Sherman's Bill provided
that it should come absolutely into force on
the 1st of January next, and that the coins
should be called in for re-coinage on the
previous lst of October. This provided a
solution of our silver difficulty. If they had
failed to take power to assimilate our curren-
cy to that of the United States in the event of
Sherman's Bill passing, they would have been
justly open to censure for having remained
impassive and indifferent to the consequences
of what was going on around them, and for
subjecting the country for perhaps a year to
the inconvenience of having a currency dif-
ferent frorn what prevailed in the United
States, and different also from what prevailed
in England and Nova Scotia.

Hon. Mr. Holion was happy to hear we
were to have a solution of the silver difficul-
ty, only it appeared we were to be indebted
for it to Senator Sherman, not to our own
Minister of Finance, who in November prom-
ised some marvellous legislation in March
which would rid us of the silver nuisance. He
regretted that his honourable friend still con-
ceived it his duty to proceed with this dou-
ble-sided Bill. He ventured to say a precedent
could not be found in the legislation of any
country for such a measure as this, which
provided an alternative legislation. One alter-
native to be law in a certain contingency, the
other to be law in a certain other contingency.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said the legislation intro-
duced by Mr. Sherman was itself contingent
on its being adopted by France, Prussia,
Germany and Italy. (No, no, laughter, laugh-

March 24, 1868



COMMONS DEBATES

ter). He went on to argue that, inasmuch as
we had no gold coin of our own, and as our
currency was entirely dependent on the value
of the English pound sterling, the alternative
measures proposed by the Finance Minister
furnished the only correct mode of dealing
with the question.

Mr. Bodwell said the Bill would produce
what should be avoided in all legislation,
instability in commercial transactions, and
this would chiefly be felt by the people of
Nova Scotia, for they would remain for a
considerable time uncertain whether their
currency was to be assimilated to that of
Canada or to that of Sherman's Bill. If to the
former, their currency would be depreciated,
and the coin which had hitherto been 25
cents would become of considerably less val-
ue. Every holder of a few pounds or a few
shillings' worth of silver would say-"Here is
another oppressive grievance arising out of
Dominion legislation." He thought it was
much to be regretted that all our legislation
should seem to have a tendency to widen the
breach with Nova Scotia, instead of healing
the difficulty. He thought the amendment
proposed by the member for Digby should be
sustained by the House. The assimilation of
our currency to that of Nova Scotia would be
a step in the right direction, and would bring
us very near the standard of the Interna-
tional Conference.

Sir John A. Macdonald held it to be no
humiliation to make the legislation of one
country contingent on the legislation of
another. In many cases it was highly proper
for two nations to endeavour to assimilate
their laws, practices, and customs with each
other. In trade, commerce, and finance it was
especially desirable to have international ar-
rangements. The Reciprocity Treaty fur-
nished an instance in which we passed legis-
lation, the going into operation of which was
contingent on legislation by the United
States. In the present instance, even if there
had been no change proposed in the United
States, it would have been necessary to have
had a change here, for every one would
admit that a unification of the currency of
the different Provinces was highly desirable.
In making a change it should be such as
would be least inconvenient to the mass of
the people, and it would cause inconvenience
to a smaller number if Nova Scotia adopted
the currency of United Canada and New
Brunswick, than if the three Provinces adopt-
ed that of Nova Scotia. The operation of the
change, however, was suspended until it

[Mr. Cartier (Montreal East).]

would be seen whether the United States and
France adopted the scheme of the Interna-
tional Conference; which would be more in
the direction of the system of Nova Scotia,
but not identical with it. There would still be
a difference of four cents in five dollars. The
difference would compel a change in the
currency of Nova Scotia in any event. Under
no state of circumstances could the present
currency of Nova Scotia be maintained, and
it would therefore be idle to adapt our cur-
rency to that of Nova Scotia with the pros-
pect of another change shortly to be made.

Hon. Mr. Dorion said a precedent had at
last been found in the Reciprocity Treaty for
this legislation. In that case, we merely
adopted legislation which England previously
made for us.

Sir John A. Macdonald said there was a
similar precedent in our legislation in this
Session. In the Customs Act, it was provided
that the articles in Schedule D should be
admitted free from the United States when-
ever satisfactory arrangements were made
for admitting similar articles free into the
United States. Sherman's Bill itself furnished
another precedent. It provided that whenever
it was ascertained that Great Britain had
conformed the pound sterling to the value
attached to five dollars in the Bill, then the
value in British terms should be stated to be
so and so.

Hon. Mr. Dorion said the first precedent
cited was legislation dependent on a treaty to
be made by Great Britain, which was entirely
different from the present case. As regarded
the argument from Sherman's Bill, the clause
quoted referred only to the denominations of
coins. Even if England did not adopt the law,
if Sherman's Bill passed, the change in
American currency would take place; but it
was further provided that if England did
adopt the law, then the British coins should
be received under certain denominations.
This was no precedent at all for the present
legislation. He went on to argue the inexpedi-
ency of the system proposed. If it was desired
to have a uniform currency at once, it would
be better to adopt now the Nova Scotia
currency, and then the transitions from that
to the systems of the International Confer-
ence would be exceedingly easy. By adopting
this course, they would be considered a fresh
grievance by Nova Scotia. He thought,
however, the course suggested by the member
for Chateauguay was best, that they should
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not interfere with the existing state of things
until they were in a position to adopt a
system that would be permanent.

Mr. Mackenzie could not understand the
reason for the proposed change, even if the
Government did carry their measure. He sub-
mitted the language of the 18th clause was
wrong. His own conviction was that it would
be much better the whole matter should be
allowed to stand. Having defended the mem-
ber for Chateauguay from the attack made on
him, the honourable gentleman (Mr.
Mackenzie) went on to regret that this meas-
ure should be pressed. Unless there were
some stronger reasons for the Bill than that
given, it was far better to defer the matter,
particularly in the present discontented posi-
tion of Nova Scotia.

Hon. Mr. Rose replied. Was it not conve-
nient and necessary that the currency all over
the Dominion should be the same? Were they
to collect postages, customs duties, etc., at one
rate in Nova Scotia, and at a different rate
throughout all the rest of the Dominion? It
was, too, quite evident whether the changes
proposed by the Paris Congress were carried
out or not, that the currency of Nova Scotia
must be changed. He ventured to say that if
the Government remained inactive in the
matter, honourable gentlemen opposite would
declaim much more loudly and more justly
against the Government on this subject. It
could not be doubted that the Government
required to take the action they had done. It
had been said existing obligations were going
to be altered by the difference of 3 per cent,
but that was not the case. Existing notes,
contracts, or agreements which would be
afforded by the change are excepted from the
operation of the Bill expressly.

Hon. Mr. Holton maintained that the prece-
dents cited on the other side were wholly
inapplicable. He agreed fully that at the ear-
liest moment, it was best to have an assimila-
tion of the currency of the Dominion, but
Confederation had been some nine months in
existence with the present slight difference of
currency, and better it should continue so
longer than subject the people of the entire
Dominion to a two-fold change such as
proposed. Again, gentlemen opposite had
been partly i n s t r u m e n t a 1 in obtaining
Confederation, and must have known that it
would necessitate alterations in the currency.
Why not then have set about preparing such
a measure at an earlier stage if it were so
urgent.

Mr. Mills regretted the double contingency
of this Bill. This feature of double possibility
as it might be termed he regarded as quite a
unique feature in legislation. He thought it an
unwise measure, take it altogether.

Mr. Lawson regretted coming into collision
with Nova Scotians on this measure but the
fact was the metallic currency there passed
for more than its real value, and the present
measure merely reduced the coin of that
Province to its real value.

Hon. Mr. Huntington said that this, as ail
the other Government measures, was de-
clared to be one which must be pushed
through in hot haste. The necessity of uni-
formity in their legislation was admitted by
all, but clearly this was not the time to do it,
and their doing it at this time would array
against the Government once again the Nova
Scotia members as a solid phalanx. Under all
the circumstances, he cautioned the Gov-
ernment to hesitate before they again fur-
nished the opponents of Confederation with a
weapon against it.

Mr. Anglin would feel bound reluctantly to
vote against the resolution of the honourable
member for Digby. At the same time he
regretted that the Government brought for-
ward their measure at this time.

The resolutions were then carried, and the
committee rose, and the report was ordered
to be received on Friday next.

BANKS AND DOMINION NOTES

Hon. Mr. Rose moved the House into
Committee to consider the following resolu-
tions:- "That it is expedient to extend the
privileges granted to banks in the Provinces of
Quebec and Ontario by an Act of the Leg-
isiation of the late Province of Canada, 29-30
Vic. Cap. 10, to banks in any part of Canada,
so as to enable them to use notes of the
Dominion instead of issuing notes of their
own, and to authorize the issue of Dominion
notes for this purpose, and also to issue and
re-issue a balance of Provincial notes remain-
ing unissued of the amount authorized by
said Act.

Mr. Street was called to the Chair.

Hon. Mr. Holton said that a little while ago
the honourable member opposite had strongly
advocated the unification of the currency of
all the Provinces; now he came down and
proposed to have three classes of paper ten-
ders in the various Provinces, one set in
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Ontario and Quebec reposing on an entirely
different coin valuation. That was a curious
commentary on the doctrine enforced with so
much zeal during the early hours of the
evening.

Mr. Anglin said that people of the Lower
Provinces would not be pleased unless these
notes were made redeemable at any office in
the Dominion, no matter where issued.

Mr. Mackenzie regarded the Bill as far
more objectionable from a more serious point
of view. The whole financial legislation of
honourable gentlemen opposite had a tenden-
cy to distract the commercial interests of the
country. This Bill was a direct attack on the
banking institutions, and all the monied rela-
tions of the Provinces with one another. In
fact, honourable gentlemen opposite from
first to last appear to have directed all their
energies to raising forced loans from the
people at whatever hazard. Their legislation
throughout had been of a most extraordinary
character. Not long since, it had caused the
Bank of Montreal to withdraw from circula-
tion in Upper Canada $2,000,000, and but for
the prosperity of that section at the time that
action would have had a most disastrous
effect. The country was not in so prosperous
a state as to bear constant tampering with its
financial interests. As he had said, the great
aim of financial legislation at present ap-
peared to be to force what loans was possible
out of the people. Insurance Companies, it
recently appeared, were to be compelled to
pay $101,000 each into the treasury. In this
and similar ways, the financial wants of
the country were, it seemed, to be met. And
before proceeding farther he would urge on
te Government to come down honestly with
their financial policy so that the sense of the
House and the country might be taken on it.
He was annoyed at the levity and trifling

[Mr. Holton (Chateauguay).]

manner with which the honourable gentle-
man opposite had presented the resolution
asking in a most indifferent manner if there
was to be any discussion on it? Did he really
think the House would allow a measure of
that kind to pass through without even a
word of protest? The truth was, the whole
scheme was intended not to afford a conveni-
ence to commercial interests, but to play the
same game with the Lower Provinces as had
been played with Ontario, in order to raise a
forced loan. He merely rose to make a few
general observations on the policy of the
measure, and hoped before long to have an
opportunity of entering at length into an
analysis of the policy which the Government
appeared to have adopted.

Hon. Mr. Rose said that the Bill was almost
simply a transcript of that introduced by the
member for Sherbrooke, two sessions ago,
and its effect was to make the notes of the
late Province of Canada notes of the Do-
minion. That he took it, was one of the
necessities of their position. At this moment
there were three-quarters of a million dollars
of notes of Nova Scotia issued, which were
redeemable in gold, and for which no provi-
sions had been made. Why should not the
Government have power to substitute for
these notes, as they came in for redemption,
notes of the Dominion to an equal amount?
That was one of the main objects intended to
be provided for by the Bill. He could assure
the House that he had not the slightest idea
of treating the matter with levity.

Mr. Gibbs hoped the measure would be
postponed.

The resolution was adopted, and the
Committee rose. The report was ordered to be
received on Friday.

At eleven o'clock the House adjourned, to
meet again on Thursday.

March 24, 1868



HOUSE OF COMMONS

Thursday. March 26, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at three
o'clock.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY

Several petitions praying for the adoption
of Major Robinson's route for the Inter-
colonial Railway, were received.

YAMASKA ELECTION PETITION

Mr. Walsh presented a report of the
General Committee on Privileges and Elec-
tions, naming the members chosen to serve
upon the Select Committee for trial of the
Yamaska Election petition, viz: Messrs Fortin,
Jackson, Bourassa, Parker, and Casault,
Chairman.

ELECTORAL DISTRICTS

Mr. Godin moved for leave to introduce a
Bill entitled, "An Act to change the limits of
the Counties of Joliette and Berthier for
election purposes," which was granted, and
the Bill read a first time, the second reading
being fixed for Monday.

The following Bills were introduced by Mr.
Mills, read a first time, and the second read-
ing fixed for Monday, viz: A Bill entitled "An
Act to facilitate the removal of obstructions
in the river of Sydenham," and a Bill en-
titled: "An Act to amend an Act for the
consolidation of the Statutes of Canada."

Hon. Mrs Chauveau moved for leave to
introduce a Bill to enlarge the electoral limits
of the County of Quebec, which was read a
first time, and the second reading fixed for
Tuesday.

QUESTIONS

It was elicited from Ministers in reply to
the understated questions, viz:-

Mr. Chamberlin-Whether it is the inten-
tion of the Government to make provision in
the estimate for the completion of the library
building connected with the Houses of Par-
liament?

Hon. Mr. Cartier said it was not the inten-
tion of Government during the present ses-
sion to make provision in the estimates for
the completion of the Library Building con-
nected with the House of Parliament.

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES

Mr. Gibbs-Whether it is the intention of
the Government to introduce a measure as-
similating weights and measures throughout
the Dominion?

Hon. Mr. Rose said it is not the intention of
Government this session to introduce a meas-
ure assimilating weights and measures
throughout the Dominion.

INSPECTION OF WHEAT AND FLOUR

Mr. Gibbs-Whether it is the intention of
the Government to assimilate the laws of the
several Provinces of the Dominion with re-
gard to the inspection of wheat and flour
either by extending the provisions of the Act
of 22nd Vic., Cap. 47 of the Con. Statutes of
Canada to the Dominion, or by the introduc-
tion of a new measure; and if the latter,
whether the method of appointing Inspectors
under the Act aforesaid will be continued?

Hon. Mr. Rose said the question of as-
similating the laws of the several Provinces
of the Dominion with regard to the inspection
of wheat and flour, was engaging the atten-
tion of the Government. In Canada inspection
was not compulsory, while at Halifax and
Saint John it was compulsory, and it was
desirable that it should be made uniform. But
he might remark the Canadian inspection of
flour stood well in all parts of the world, and
would no doubt be accepted in the Lower
Provinces.

MILITIA BILL

Mr. Siephenson-Whether, in forming the
provisions of the Militia Bill, promised this
session, the Government have considered the
propriety of granting crown land or pensions
to volunteers, as reward for past services, or
services that may hereafter be rendered to
the country in a military capacity?
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Hon. Mr. Cartier said that the Militia Bill
would be very shortly laid before the House
when it would be seen that the question of
granting compensation to Volunteers or Mi-
litia men who might be entitled thereto by
their services, had engaged the attention of
the Government, Mr. Cartier adding that the
Crown Lands were not under the control of
the General Government. (Laughter.)

JUDGE RESIGNED

Mr. Workman-Whether it is the intention
of the Government, at as early a day as
possible, to appoint a fifth judge in the Court
of Queen's Bench for the Province of Quebec,
and thereby remedy the great loss and incon-
venience now suffered by suitors in that
Court?

Hon. Mr. Cartier said one of the Judges of
the Court of Queen's Bench, Province of
Quebec, had, some time ago, tendered his
resignation, and asked a retiring allowance.
The question was now engaging the attention
of the Government.

AMERICAN SILVER

Mr. Oliver-Whether it is the intention of
the Government, on the passing of the Cur-
rency Bill, to reduce the value of American
silver now in circulation in this Dominion,
and at what value and amount will it be
made a legal tender?

Hon. Mr. Rose said it was the intention of
Government in the Currency Bill, to take
power to make American silver a legal tender
up to a certain amount, at such a rate as the
Governor-in-Council may determine.

RAILWAY GAUGES

Mr. Magill-Whether it is the intention of
the Government to lay down a policy affirm-
ing the necessity of the adoption of a uniform
gauge to be observed in the construction of
all railways hereafter to be constructed in
this Dominion; and also, whether the Local
Government of the Province of Ontario has
not exceeded the bounds of its authority in
charter-in a competitive line of railway,
which, if constructed, would be inimical to
the interests of a line in which the Govern-
ment of the Dominion has a large interest at
stake, said newly chartered line leading also
to a foreign country at both its termini?

Hon. Mr. Cartier said the Bill he had
introduced would state the policy of the
Government with regard to the gauge of

railways to be incorporated by the Parlia-
ment of Canada. Whether the Parliament of
Ontario had exceeded its authority in any
instance was a legal question, which could
only be determined when the question was
raised as to disallowing any of its Acts.

NORTH-WEST TERRITORY

Mr. Redford-Whether it is the intention of
the Government, in view of the opening up of
the North-West Territory, to employ any ex-
traordinary measures to encourage immigra-
tion, such as sending agents to some of the
European countries, or otherwise?

Hon. Mr. Cartier said so soon as Govern-
ment was possessed of the great North-West
Territory, it would not lose a moment in
doing all in its power to settle the country.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE STATUTES

Mr. McConkey-Whether it is the intention
of the Government to supply the Magistracy
of the Dominion with the Statutes as hereto-
fore; and if not, what mode they intend to
adopt to diffuse the laws of the Dominion
among the people?

Hon. Mr. Cartier said the question of the
distribution of the Statutes among the magis-
tracy and others, was now engaging the at-
tention of the Government.

COPPER COIN OF THE BANKS

Mr. Cheval-Whether it is the intention of
the Government to compel the Banks in
Canada to withdraw from circulation the cop-
per coin issued by them?

Hon. Mr. Rose said the Government had no
power to compel the banks to withdraw from
circulation the copper coin issued by them.
This coin was a claim in the hands of the
holders against the banks which issued it.

TONNAGE DUES ON AMERICAN VESSELS

Mr. Walsh-Whether it is the intention of
the Government during the present Session to
impose a tonnage license upon American ves-
sels trading to Canadian ports, equal to the
tonnage dues now imposed upon Canadian
vessels trading to American ports?

Hon. Mr. Rose said when the policy of the
Government with respect to trade was
brought down, the question as to the imposi-
tion of tonnage dues on American vessels
trading to Canadian ports equal to the ton-
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nage dues now imposed on Canadian vessels
trading to American ports would come up for
consideration.

GOVERNMENT EXPENSES FOR PRINTING,
ETC.

Mr. Young moved an address for a return
of all sums paid by the Government for
printing, advertising, stationery and pens,
during '65, '66 and '67, and for advertising
and subscription to the "Canada Gazette"
during the sarne period. He said his object
was to bring prominently before the House
and the country the great expense incurred
under these heads. He found by the public
accounts of 1867 that in that year one estab-
lishment received no less than $33,000 for
printing and stationery, and this amount of
printing having been given without any con-
tract, and he had no doubt at the highest
prices going in the trade. If it had been given
out by contract, he was satisfied the work
would have been equally well done, and a
saving affected of at least 33 per cent. A few
years ago the printing of the House cost as
much as $160,000 per annum, but through the
exertions of the printing committee, under
the supervision of its chairman (Mr.
Mackenzie) and Senator Simpson, it had now
been reduced to an average of $25,000 per
annum. He would like to see a similar system
adopted with reference to the departmental
printing. Let it be given out by contract, and
a large saving would be effected. He had
introduced the word "pens" into his motion
in consequence of having seen in the public
accounts of 1867 some extraordinary charges
under that head. In the Provincial Secretary's
office alone $346 were paid for pens, and in
the Receiver-General's $412. As regarded the
Queen's printership, though the gentleman
who now filled that position did the work as
well as those who had preceded him, he
thought the time had come when Government
should bring about a change.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said the information
asked for could al be found in the public
accounts. The Government, however, would
not oppose the address, as it might be
thought, in view of the objects the honoura-
ble gentlemen sought to obtain, the labour
required in bringing the facts together into
one document might be well bestowed. As
regarded the mode of dealing with the
Government printing in future, whether by
the contract system or otherwise, the whole
subject was now seriously engaging the atten-
tion of the Government.
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Mr. Jones (Leeds) regretted that the Gov-
ernment should require so long a time to
come to a conclusion as to the best mode of
conducting the public printing of this coun-
try. It was a notorious fact that the printing
of the official "Gazette" was attended with
little or no advantage to the general com-
munity. It was printed at a large expense and
was sent only to a very few persons. The
sheriff's advertisements of sales of land, etc.,
he thought would get sufficient publicity by
being published in the local newspapers. If
ever there was a time when measures of
retrenchment and reform could be carried out
it was the present. There was no party preju-
dice, and the Government had a sufficiently
strong support to enable them to carry such
measures.

Mr. Young said it was true that the infor-
mation asked for could be found in the public
accounts. He desired, however, to have it in a
shape in which it would be accessible to
members.

The motion was carried.

CLAIM OF SHERIFF OF HALTON

Mr. White, on his motion being called for
an address for accounts claimed to be due by
Government to Mr. George McKindry, Sheriff
of Halton, said that having learned that Mr.
McKindry's accounts had been disallowed, he
would not press his motion.

MANITOULIN ISLAND

Mr. Mackenzie moved an address for the
correspondence and petitions complaining of
the conduct of the Agent for Indian Affairs at
Manitoulin Island; also for the report of the
Commissioner appointed to investigate the
matter. He said he had had a good deal of
correspondence from Church of England cler-
gymen, and from parties who took a deep
interest in the condition of the Indians on the
Georgian Bay. The statements were some-
what conflicting but the impression he gath-
ered from the whole correspondence was, that
while the Indian Agent, Mr. Dupont, had
been to blame very much for his share in the
transactions to which this motion referred,
other parties had been at least as much to
blame, if not more so. Mr. Dupont, so far as
he had been able to ascertain, had hitherto
discharged his duties with great zeal and
success. When the papers were brought down
he would endeavour to call the attention of
the House to the subject at a subsequent
period.
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MR. SANFORD FLEMING'S REPORT

Mr. Bodwell moved that it be an instruc-
tion to the Printing Conmittee to take into
consideration the propriety of printing a
number of copies of Mr. Sanford Fleming's
report on the Intercolonial Railroad for the
use of members. He said he did not desire to
advocate any particular route, but thought it
most important that the fullest information as
to the route of the Intercolonial should be in
the possession of members.

Mr. F. Jones specially desired it to go out
to the country, that Major Robinson, who was
as able an authority as any that could be now
found in the country, had, in his report
stated, after two years' exploration, that no
further effort could succeed in discovering
any other route to be recommended. He be-
lieved that Mr. Fleming's survey had not
been ordered for the general good, but only
for the purpose of gaining a delay-a delay
which he himself did not, as a representative
of Ontario regret, and would not regret great-
ly if the road were never built at all.

Hon. Mr. Fisher thought it would be a
proper thing to spend the whole summer in
further surveys; these he was satisfied would
show the practicability and superior advan-
tages of the central route, and would save the
country the large expense which would be
entailed by adopting a wrong route.

Mr. Mackenzie asked when the return
which he had moved for a week ago, as to
the names of engineers employed in connec-
tion with the Intercolonial Railway, would be
brought down.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said instructions had
been given to the proper officers, and the
return would be brought down as speedily as
possible.

The motion was then carried.

REPORT OF PRISON INSPECTORS

Hon. Mr. Gray moved an address for the
report of the Prison Inspectors of the late
Province of Canada, and on the prisons of
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. Carried.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY

Mr. Oliver moved for copies of offers made
to the Government relative to the building of
the Intercolonial Railroad. He said it was
reported that offers had been made to the
Government for the construction of the road,

or a certain section of it, for a subsidy. It was
said there was a tender to build the road
from Riviere du Loup to Woodstock for the
subsidy of six million dollars. If this was
accepted, the construction of the line from
Moncton to Truro would cost $5,200,000. Add
five per cent for contingencies, and the whole
cost would be $11,750,000. It was also report-
ed that an offer had been made to the Gov-
ernment to build the road from Riviere du
Loup to Fredericton for the subsidy of $8,-
000,000. If this offer were accepted, the whole
road would cost the country $33,560,000. Then,
it was stated in an Ottawa paper to-day that
an off er had been made to construct the road
from Riviere du Loup to Truro for $14,600,-
000. If such offers had been made, it was
desirable that they should be made known to
the House and the country. Mr. Oliver went
on to remark that the people of Ontario had a
deep interest in this question of route, be-
cause they would have to pay one-half the
expense of the road, although they would
derive no direct benefit from it. It was their
interest that it should be built by the line
which would be cheapest, and which would
make the railway, as a commercial undertak-
ing, the most useful and most remunerative.
As regarded the military point of view, he
had come to the conclusion that one line was
as good as the other. When we saw the Grand
Trunk passing within gunshot of the
American forts at Ogdensburgh, he did not
think it could be a fatal objection to the road
from Riviere du Loup to Fredericton, that it
would come within ten miles of the American
frontier.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said the Government had
not called for tenders; but certain gentlemen,
from different parts of the Dominion, had
taken upon themselves to send in tenders to
the Government. These would be forthcoming
in reply to this address.

Hon. Mr. Holion asked if the Minister of
Public Works had gone to Montreal early in
February, and putting himself in communica-
tion with certain influential capitalists there,
had not, acting on behalf of the Government,
obtained from them a proposition to build the
road by a certain line, viz., from Riviere du
Loup to Woodstock? They had been told the
other night by the leader of the Government
that there was a majority and a minority in
the Cabinet on this question. Such a state of
things with reference to an important matter
like this, he conceived to be at variance with
the most elementary principles of Responsible
Government.
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Hon. Mr. McDougall said the Minister of
Public Works did not at Montreal, or else-
where, on his own behalf as an individual, or
on behalf of the Government, invite anyone
to tender for the construction of any part of
the Intercolonial Railway. The leader of the
Government did not say there was a majority
and a minority in the Cabinet on the question
itself. What he said was that a majority of
the Government were of opinion that suffi-
cient information had been obtained, but that
a minority thought they had not sufficient
information, and that in deference to them
further information was asked for. When the
question came up, with this further informa-
tion for consideration of the Government, he
hoped and prayed, in the interest of this
country, that they would arrive at that deci-
sion which was best, under all the circum-
stances.

Dr. Parker said he had understood the
statement of the leader of the Government to
be that there was a majority and a minority
in the Cabinet on this question, and this
was borne out by all the facts that were
before the public. They had seen members of
the Government actively canvassing on both
sides the members of the House for the rival
routes; and some of them going the length of
putting up plans and profiles in the smoking
room to influence members in favour of one
of the routes.

Mr. Mackenzie thought it unfair that the
Government should have selected the smok-
ing room for the exhibition of these plans
and profiles, so that the members who did not
resort there could not derive any benefit from
them. He was informed they belonged to the
Government, and were placed there by a
member of the Cabinet, and that another
member of the Cabinet on seeing them there
expressed his indignation at this violation of
the secrets of the Privy Council by em-
phatically invoking the name of a certain
black personage. (Laughter). If the Govern-
ment meant that the amount of information
members of this House were to obtain was to
depend on the amount of tobacco they con-
sumed, it was time they understood it. The
position of the question as to this Inter-
colonial Railway seemed to be getting worse
every day, but there was some hope that it
would be bettered when the Minister of
Public Works had got to the length of praying
for its success. (Laughter).

Hon. Mr. Cartier suggested that as the
Minister of Public Works had got to the
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praying mood, the member for Lambton
should get to the smoking mood, in order to
arrive at a solution of this great question.
(Laughter).

Mr. Jones (Leeds) thought no importance
should be attached to these volunteer tenders.
He was satisfied they were got up in order to
influence the Government with respect to a
certain route.

Mr. Rymal thought that it was time that
this continual quibbling regarding the In-
tercolonial Railway should be dropped. The
Government had taken the matter into their
own hands, and it had not been productive,
he believed, of much harmony among them.
(Laughter). He thought it better to leave it
with them entirely, having no doubt but that
the elephant would be able to play hob
among the whole of them. (Much laughter).

FISHERIES

Mr. Fortin moved the appointment of a
special committee on the subject of the
fisheries. He said it would be the business of
the committee to ascertain the present condi-
tion of the fisheries, their capabilities, and
their productiveness; and if they were in a
depressed condition, to suggest the best
modes of fostering and developing them. We
were a new nation, and the various members
of the nationality should make themselves
acquainted with each other's remarks. He
would ask whether at present the gentlemen
from New Brunswick and Nova Scotia were
acquainted with the fisheries of the upper
lakes, their extent and productiveness, and
the trade to which they gave rise between
Ontario and the United States; and he would
ask the gentlemen from Ontario, and even the
Province of Quebec, whether they were well
acquainted with the fisheries of New Bruns-
wick and Nova Scotia, and even the fisher-
ies of Quebec in the Gulf and lower part of
the St. Lawrence, the number of men em-
ployed, and the immense amount of the prod-
uce of these fisheries yearly exported to
foreign countries. Another of the comnittee's
duties would be to compare the present state
of the fisheries with what it was five or ten
years ago, so as to see whether they had
advanced or receded.

Six o'clock having arrived, the motion was
allowed to stand over.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said there was nothing on
the order paper to require an evening sitting.
This not being a Government day, and there
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being only two Bills in the hands of private
members on the paper, he moved that the
Bouse do now adjourn.

The House then adjourned till to-morrow.

NOTICES OF MOTION

The following notices have been given:-

Mr. Cartwright-Inquiry whether Gov-
ernment will take steps to facilitate the pro-
curing of copies of the Consolidated Statutes
by members of the legal profession and
others.

Mr. Campbell-Inquiry whether Govern-
ment is in possession of any and what infor-
mation touching the imposition by the United
States Government of additional duties on
British caught fish, or of any changes prej-
udicial to the fishery interests of the Do-
minion; also, whether Government intend to
impose any and what additional tonnage dues
on United States fishery vessels.

Mr. Blanchet-Inquiry whether Govern-
ment intend to introduce a measure to as-
similate the laws of the several provinces
respecting the inspection and measurement of
merchantable timber.

Mr. Stephenson-Address for a return of
the expenditures for dredging under the ap-
propriation of $30,000 made in 1861; also for
the expenditure on surveys of Harbours of
Refuge on Lake Erie and Huron.

Mr. Young-Inquiry whether the sum of
$39,819 said by T. D. Harrington, Deputy
Receiver-General, in a letter dated 16th
January, 1867, to have been paid into the
Bank of Upper Canada, but not credited to
the late Province of Canada, has been al-
lowed by that institution.

[Mr. Cartier (Montreal East).]

Mr. Jones (Leeds)-Address for statement
of expenses connected with the survey of the
Intercolonial Railway since the appointment
of Mr. Sandford Fleming in 1863.

Mr. Oliver-Amendment to the Currency
Bill, to provide that American silver coins
shall be a legal tender in Canada in sums not
exceeding $100 in any one payment, at the
rate of $1 for $1.25 of their nominal value.

Mr. Burpee-Whether Government intend
during the present session to propose a re-ad-
justment of the Tariff, with the view of
abolishing the duties on flour, corn and corn
meal, and reducing the duties on sugar, mo-
lasses and tea, and other staple articles large-
ly used by the industrial classes.

Hon. Mr. Dorion-Address for correspond-
ence since lst July, 1867, with reference to
any fortifications proposed to be erected
within the Dominion, and a statement of all
sums paid since that time for plans, surveys,
or works relating to said fortifications, and
out of what appropriation the same have
been paid.

Hon. Mr. Dorion-Committee of the Whole
to consider a resolution providing for the
transmission of newspapers from one part of
the Dominion to another free of postage.

Mr. Bown-Address for accounts rendered
to the Department of Public Works on ac-
count of the entertainment of the Prince of
Wales in Brantford in 1860.

Hon. Mr. Dorion-Bill to continue and ex-
tend the charter incorporating La Banque du
Peuple.

Mr. Colby-Address for the memorial ad-
dressed to the Government on the subject of
the duty on hops.
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Friday, March 27, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

MEGANTIC

The Speaker read a communication from
the petitioners against the return of Mr. Ir-
vine for Megantie, withdrawing from the con-
test.

ROADS IN TOWNSHIP SARAWAK

Mr. Snider presented a petition from the
inhabitants of Sarawak, praying that the
Indian Department should expend some of
the money received for Indian lands in open-
ing up roads in that township.

SAW-LOGS

Mr. Jones (Leeds) presented a petition from
the inhabitants of Leeds and Grenville, pray-
ing that no export duty be imposed on saw-
logs, shingle bolts, etc.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Mr. Walsh moved that leave of absence be
granted to Mr. Joly, a member of this House,
for one month on urgent private business.
Carried.

INDEPENDENCE OF PARLIAMENT

Before the orders of the day were cailed,
Hon. Mr. Holton asked when the leader of

the Government would introduce his prom-
ised Independence of Parliament Bill?

Sir John A. Macdonald said on Monday.

SENATOR CHAPAIS AS WITNESS

Sir John A. Macdonald moved that a mes-
sage be sent to the Senate requesting Their
Honours to give leave to the Hon. Mr. Cha-
pais to attend to give evidence before the
Committee on Privileges and Elections
-Carried.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Sir John A. Macdonald moved that Gov-
ernment measures have precedence on

Thursday during the remainder of the ses-
sion, and that Government measures be taken
up on all days not being Government days
after the other business of the House is gone
through. Carried.

YAMASKA ELECTION

Messrs. Parker, Bourassa, Fortin, Jackson,
and Casault. Chairman, were sworn in at the
Clerk's table as a Committee to try the Ya-
maska election case.

MILITIA AND DEFENCE

Hon. Mr. Cartier gave notice that on
Tuesday he would introduce a Bill respecting
the Militia and defence of the Dominion of
Canada.

OFFICIAL REPORT OF DEBATES

Mr. Mackenzie moved the adoption of the
5th report of the Prînting Committee, which
recommended the publication of an official
report of the debates--at an estimated cost of
$12,019 for a session of sixty working days.

Mr. Shanly said he believed the estimate of
$12,000 for a session would be found far short
of the actual cost. He saw no necessity for
this official report as he considered the news-
papers faithfully and impartially reported
the debates.

Mr. Lawson was satisfied that if the report
was adopted, the cost now estimated would
be doubled or quadrupled. At Washington, he
was told, the Congressional Globe received a
direct annual subsidy of $100,000; and per-
haps we would find ourselves involved in an
expense even larger.

Mr. Mackenzie said the Printing Com-
mittee had been instructed by the House to
inquire into the best mode of procuring an
official report of the debates. They presented
this as the best mode. Having thus fulfilled
the instructions given them, it was a matter
of indifference to them whether the House
adopted the report or not. He would say,
however, that a limit being fixed of an aver-
age of 14 columns per day, at fixed prices for
reporting and printing, the cost could not
possibly exceed the estimate by one cent,
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unless the House ordered a different limit, or
unless it sat more than sixty working days,
which was not at all probable.

Mr. F. Jones opposed the motion, contend-
ing that precedent showed that such printing
estimates were likely to fall short of the
actual expense incurred. He thought that the
press furnished fair and faithful reports, al-
though not perhaps sufficiently extended to
satisfy honourable speakers (hear and laugh-
ter), and for his part, desiring less to appear
to the country as an orator than to save the
money of the people, he would vote for an
amendment. The adoption of the report
would give an undue advantage to one sec-
tion of the press to the disadvantage of
another.

Mr. Dufresne was disposed to oppose the
motion on economical grounds, but called the
attention of the Speaker to the point as to
whether the amendment was in order, which
the Speaker ruled in the negative.

Mr. Metcalfe thought that as economy was
the order of the day, and as speeches even
from the honourable member for Leeds, were
a source of public expense, the most desirable
thing possible was to adopt the report in full
as, when honourable members came to see
themselves in print verbatim, they would be
ashamed to say so much about so little.
(Much laughter and applause.)

Mr. Chauveau (in French) contended that
the speeches delivered in French were most
imperfectly reported in the press-French
newspapers, although exerting themselves to
the utmost, not possessing the advantages
enjoyed by their English contemporaries; and
would support the motion, as giving an op-
portunity of making generally public those
French speeches which would not otherwise
appear at length.

The House having divided, the vote was
declared to be-Yeas 48: nays 91.

Attention was called to the fact that three
members of the Ministry, Sir John A. Mac-
donald, Mr. Cartier and Mr. Rose, had not
voted. These gentlemen then voted nay, mak-
ing the division 48 to 94; and the motion was
declared lost.

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

Hon. Mr. Rose moved concurrence in the
resolution of the Committee of the Whole,
appropriating $80,000 for Geological Survey.

[Mr. Mackenzie (Lambton).]

Hon. Mr. Holton objected that the proposed
appropriation had not been recommended by
message from the Governor-General, and that
it was therefore incompetent for the House to
pass it.

Hon. Mr. Rose said it was covered by the
message from His Excellency in the early
part of the session recommending a general
vote of credit.

Hon. Mr. Rose denied that this could be the
case. The general vote was for a period of
nine months only, while this appropriation
was for a year.

Mr. Mackenzie said that the resolution
could not be allowed to proceed. The House
ought to exercise the greatest vigilance in
getting estimates in detail of the expenditure
required for the public survey, and these
estimates must be recommended by message.
He read from the Union Act and from the
work on practice of the English House of
Commons, to show that this was a principle
which could not be violated.

Sir John A. Macdonald conceded that the
objection was a valid one, and said his
honourable friend would move that the reso-
lution be recommended.

Mr. Mackenzie thought the motion now
suggested was equally out of order. The reso-
lution must be dropped and the proceedings
commence again from the beginning.

Hon. Mr. Holton remarked that he had not
brought up this point in any captious spirit,
but with a desire that an important constitu-
tional principle should be observed.

The resolution was then allowed to drop.

THIRD READINGS

The following Bills were read a third time
and passed:-

Respecting the Department of the Secretary
of State for Canada,-Hon., Mr. Langevin.

For continuing the Parliament of Canada in
case of the demise of the Crown,-Sir John
A. Macdonald.

CURRENCY BILL

On motion of Hon. Mr. Rose, the House
went again into Committee on the Currency
resolutions. He said this Bill was divided into
two parts; the first provided that the Gov-
ernor by proclamation might extend the cur-
rency of the old Province of Canada and New
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Brunswick to Nova Scotia, so as to have a
uniform currency for the whole Dominion.
The second provided that on the passage of
the Bill now before Congress, the currency of
the Dominion might be assimilated to the
standard of the International Monetary
Conference. On further consideration, to pre-
vent adding to the irritation existing in Nova
Scotia, and creating apprehension there
which the provisions of the Bill did not
legitimately warrant, the Government had
decided to withdraw the first part of the Bill,
and to proceed only with the second part
-which they would bring into force as soon
as the recommendations of the Paris Con-
ference were adopted either by the United
States or England. He thought it was their
first duty at this moment to do all in their
power to allay the feelings of irritation in
Nova Scotia, and to avoid measures which
could by possibility add to that irritation. He
moved, therefore, that the resolutions on the
currency be recommitted with the view of
striking out the third and fourth.

Hon. Mr. Dorion thought the concession
which had been made by the Government a
great improvement. The only pity was that
the Bill had not been abandoned altogether.
Still the Government deserved credit for
yielding to the wishes of the member for
Nova Scotia and that side of the House on
this point.

Mr. Savary thought the Government de-
served credit, but his objection had not been
answered, as set forth in the resolution of
which he had given notice recently. StiU so
much had been conceded that he felt bound
to withdraw that resolution.

The resolution of Mr. Savary was with-
drawn, and the House went into Committee
of the Whole-Mr. Street in the Chair.

In answer to Mr. Anglin-

Hon. Mr. Rose stated that until some
changes were made in the United States
currency, the currency of the Dominion
would remain as it was, with the exception of
the excise duties, which would be collected in
Nova Seotia in Canada currency.

The third and fourth resolutions were then
struck out, and the Committee rose and re-
ported.

THE BANKING BILL

Hon. Mr. Rose moved the second reading of
the Banking Bill.

In reply to Hon. Mr. Dorion,
Hon. Mr. Rose said that by Tuesday or

Wednesday next he hoped to be able to
enlarge on the policy of the Government
regarding the banking and currency general-
ly.

Hon. Mr. Holion objected that the Bill
before them was of a class which must origi-
nate in preliminary resolutions, and that it
had not done so in this case, as the resolution
had only just passed.

Mr. Speaker over-ruled the objection, on
the ground that it had been made at too late
a stage, as the House had already affirmed
the principle of the Bill.

Hon. Mr. Hoiton and Hon. Mr. Dunkin
showed that even after the third reading of
this Bill an objection of this kind had before
now proved fatal to the Bill.

Hon. Mr. Cartier maintained there were
several provisions of the Bill which did not
require to be initiated by resolution of the
House. The resolution had been introduced
and passed, and the Bill ought to proceed.

Sir John A. Macdonald held the course
taken by the Finance Minister to be the
correct one, and that there was no ground for
the objection.

Hon. Mr. Smith thought the objection a
merely technical one. The Bill did not give
authority to increase the issue of notes.

Hon. Mr. Holton and Mr. Gibbs maintained
that it did expressly provide for the issue of
notes; in addition, that under it, the Govern-
ment were enabled to issue a greater amount
of their bills than was contemplated. When
the Government brought down their measure
in 1866, the understanding was that the issue
was to be restricted to $3,000,000.

Mr. Blake said that under this Bill, Par-
liament would give the Government power
which they had not at that moment. This was
really a money measure.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said there was a clause
in the Act of 1866 which gave the Finance
Minister power to issue debentures to the
extent of $5,000,000; out of that amount but
one or two millions had been offered to the
public. But the House should remember that
in 1866 it was intended that all the Banks
should surrender their circulation to the
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Government. The measure was in that re-
spect compulsory, but so much opposition was
offered by the Banks that it was altered and
merely made permissive. The aggregate Bank
circulation was then twelve or thirteen mil-
lions, and if the Government were limited to
an issue of eight millions it would clearly
have been impossible to carry out the provi-
sions of the Act. If the thirteen millions were
not to be granted as was objected to, how
was it possible to make an arrangement with
all the Banks with their circulation of thir-
teen millions. Some of the Banks had not
availed themselves of the favour intended to
be then conferred on them, and the object of
the Finance Minister at present was to re-
open.

Hon. Mr. Holton-Hear, hear.

Hon. Mr. Cartier-Yes, to re-open the mat-
ter, and to do this a resolution was not re-
quired, no more than in the case of incor-
porating a Bank and authorizing it to issue
notes.

After the recess,

Hon. Mr. Holton rose and said it had trans-
pired during the discussion that this Bill
contained provisions which the House did not
understand, though it was not alleged that
the provisions were contained in the Bill of
which this was an amendment and continua-
tion, though he could appeal to every member
that no one in 1866 understood that the
Government had by virtue of that Bill power
to issue more than $8,000,000. Therefore,
apart altogether from the point of order, the
question was important. The effect of the
ruling on the point of order in the sense he
desired, would be to afford the House time to
consider this Bill, which contained very im-
portant provisions. He desired to point out
farther that this was substantially an amend-
ed Bill. It authorized the emission of Treas-
ury notes which could not be remitted with-
out such authorization. He maintained that
the whole scope of their precedents showed
that no Bill authorizing such an emission
ever passed in the Imperial Parliament or
their own Parliament without being grounded
on resolutions and originating in Committee
of the Whole. Nor was that all, this Bill
authorizes the Government to enter into
negotiations with banks to buy out their
circulation and pay them a large amount for
such surrender. It involved, therefore, a very
considerable change in the consolidated reve-
nue of the country. So that, regard it from
what point they might, he maintained, the

[Mr. Cartier (Montreal East).]

Bill should be founded on resolutions. There
were only two ways in which the Bill could be
introduced into that House; one by notice
paper, and the other by resolution in Com-
mittee. No notice of the Bill had been given.
Then, the point he contended for remained,
that they were only now in a position to
introduce the Bill founded on the resolutions
originating in Committee.

Sir John A. Macdonald replied that this
Bill had no new provisions. It did not in any
way alter the Act of the former Government.
It merely extended the policy of that Gov-
ernment to the Dominion. As to the initiation
by resolution it was not at all necessary. The
practice was not fixed on the point. Some-
times such measures were introduced by
resolution, sometimes they were not, and then
the mode of introduction was, in fact, a mere
matter of expediency and convenience. The
point as to whether or not this was an
extension of the old Act was one really
beside the question of order, and should, the
House would see, be dealt with differently.

Hon. Mr. Holton would like to ask, could
the Finance Minister, according to the law of
Parliament, introduce a Bill authorizing the
emission of Treasury notes or debentures or
any form of public security, without a resolu-
tion in Committee?

Sir John A. Macdonald said it could be
done to meet a preceding debt. If, for instance,
the House passed a resolution declaring it
to be expedient to grant $3,000,000 to the
Intercolonial Railway, they need not sub-
sequently pass a resolution authorizing the
issue of debentures, but could at once intro-
duce a Bill on the subject, and this was
exactly a case in point. The power to create
the debt was established by the old Parlia-
ment of Canada.

Hon. Mr. Holton-Is that binding on us?

Sir John A. Macdonald-Most decidedly it
was by the Act of Union.

Hon. Mr. Holton-Of course the Dominion
Government is bound to pay the debts of the
late Province of Canada, but the Dominion
Government had no right to issue securities
founded on the legislation of the Province of
Canada. The securities in this case had not
been emitted only to the extent of four or
five millions. Now that old law was at an end,
so far as the new arrangement with the
Banks was concerned, and the Dominion
Government could not extend it. It was new
legislation and created a new liability, but
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that was not all. By this new measure an
entirely new change on her consolidated
revenue was constituted. The Government
could negotiate with Banks which they were
not now authorized to treat with, and could
pay these institutions a large sum out of the
Consolidated Revenue for the surrender of
their circulation. That surely made it a
money Bill.

Hon. Mr. Cartier-The honourable member
for Chateauguay says this Bill was brought in
without notice.

Hon. Mr. Holton-That is not a material
point at all events.

Hon. Mr. Cartier liked to save the charac-
ter of his honourable friend, the Finance
Minister. He had given the necessary notice
(Here the Minister of Militia read the notice).
Besides, the honourable member for
Chateauguay was mistaken in taking it for
granted that this was a question of trade.

Hon. Mr. Holton-I did not argue it on that
point.

Hon. Mr. Cartier-Well, then, the honoura-
ble gentleman says it is a question of curren-
cy, and in that case it really occupied the
same position as a measure passed in the
early part of the session for the relief of the
Commercial Bank-a measure which the
member for Chateauguay had heartily helped.
That institution derived its powers from the
late Province of Canada, and asked to have
its power of suspenion extended from 60 to
90 days, so that a note holder of the bank in
Nova Scotia or New Brunswick might come
when the 60 days were up and claim payment
of his note. This was a case in which powers
conferred by the late Parliament of Canada
were under the Dominion extended to the
Lower Provinces-precisely as was sought to
be done in this case before the House.

Mr. Mackenzie confessed that he had not
been able to follow the argument of the
honourable gentleman who had just taken his
seat. What bearing the position of the Com-
mercial Bank had on the question before the
House was more than he (Mr. Mackenzie)
could understand. If the argument of the
honourable gentleman amounted to anything
it was this, that because the Commercial
Bank Bill might have gone through the
House, without the rules being complied with,
therefore this Bill should go through. But
that position was clearly untenable. The point
of order raised regarding this Bill is, that as

it entailed new charges on the public reve-
nue, it ought to originate in committee of the
whole. He had no doubt that the objections
taken to the Bill were well founded, and the
only point was were they taken in time?
Instances had been cited showing these objec-
tions to have been taken at various stages on
the second reading on going into Committee,
and on the third reading and the obvious
meaning of the rules of the House on the
point was, that if at any stage of a Bill the
rules were found not to have been complied
with, the measure should not proceed until
the rules had been complied with. He hoped,
therefore, the Ministry would not force this
measure on. He knew it was an unpleasant
thing for the leader of the House to be
declared three times wrong in one day, but it
was best always to adhere strictly to the rule
of the House.

Mr. Speaker said he agreed with the mem-
ber for Chateauguay that as this was a meas-
ure extending the bank system to the other
Provinces, it was necessary to be founded on
resolutions of the House, and Ministers had
evidently felt that to be the case, by adopting
the course of moving the House into Com-
mittee. But the question at present came up
in a different shape. The House had been
moved into Committee, the principle had
been affirmed, and hence he held the objec-
tion was too late. Had it been taken before, it
would have been fatal.

The Bill was then read a second time and
ordered to be referred to Committee of the
Whole on Tuesday.

A message was then brought down from
His Excellency, recommending the appropria-
tion of the sum of $30,000 per annum for five
years, for the completion of the Geological
Survey in the Dominion.

INSURANCE COMPANIES

Hon. Mr. Rose moved the 2nd reading of
the Bill respecting Insurance Companies.

Hon. Mr. Holton objected that this was a
Bill which ought to originate in resolutions.

Mr. Speaker decided against the point of
order.

Hon. Mr. Rose explained the object of the
Bill as being that Insurance Companies, both
fire and life, should, at stated intervals, give
full publicity to their affairs, and should also
make a certain deposit as a guarantee for the
stability and good faith of the Companies.
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Some years ago a similar Act was passed, but
applicable only to Fire Insurance Companies.
Since that time Life Insurance Companies
had become of great importance, and it now
became the duty of Government to make
provision with regard to these Companies,
and also to improve the Provisions formerly
made with reference to Fire Insurance
Companies. The provisions of this Bill were
in the interest of the public. Some of the
companies took exception to it on the ground
that individuals should be left to satisfy
themselves as to the solvency of the compa-
nies with which they did business. He joined
issue with them on this, holding that it was
the duty of the Government to protect the
public in matters of this kind. It was objected
that the Bill ought not to apply to companies
chartered in Canada, but only to foreign
companies. Another objection was, that it
should not extend to mutual insurance com-
panies. As regarded the first of these objec-
tions, he thought it was important that the
same principle should extend to ail compa-
nies doing business in Canada. He was will-
ing, however, to make such modifications in
committee as would allow companies char-
tered in Canada reasonable time to realize
sufficient assets for making the necessary
deposits. As regarded the other objection, the
Bill would apply not to companies on the
purely mutual principle, but to companies
partly mutual and partly proprietary. Time
would be allowed these companies to put
their affairs on such a footing that the Bill
would not operate harshly with regard to
them. It was said it would be hard to compel
companies which had already invested to
change their investments into Dominion
stock. He considered there would be no hard-
ship in this. The Government would be quite
ready to convert say five per cent. Govern-
ment bonds into their equivalent in stock.
There had been a complaint that the Bill did
not extend to marine insurance. As regarded
ocean marine companies, as we had no com-
panies of our own doing that business, it
would be obviously a dangerous thing to
drive such companies away by a regulation
that might be obnoxious to them. As regarded
inland marine companies, he did not see what
reason could be shown for requiring a deposit
from them. In conclusion, he said the object
of the Government was not to give a monop-
oly to a few large companies, but to place the
insurance business throughout the country on
a safe basis.

[Mr. Rose (Huntingdon).]

Hon. Mr. Holfon again urged his point of
order. He read a rule declaring that no Bill
affecting trade should be brought before the
House until resolutions on which it might be
based were adopted in Committee of the
Whole. If this Bill did not affect trade, it was
not one which, under the Union Act, this
House could consider at all.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said insurance business was
not either by English or French law consid-
ered a commercial operation. In the Lower
Canada courts no one had ever held that the
rules of evidence applicable to commercial
operations should apply to banking and in-
surance operations. He held, therefore, this
was not a Bill affecting trade. Before discuss-
ing the second point raised, he would like a
decision on the first point.

Hon. Mr. Fisher held that under the Im-
perial Act of Union, Fire Insurance Compa-
nies being Provincial in their objects, were
subjects for local, not federal legislation. He
drew the same inference from the list of
subjects prescribed for federal legislation, in
which insurance was not included.

Mr. Young said several companies had gone
to the Ontario Legislature and received pow-
er to do business partly on mutual and partly
on cash principles. Having thus received their
charters, it would be a singular thing if this
legislature had the power to come down upon
them and require them to make a deposit of
$50,000.

Hon. Mr. Rose said this Bill was, to a large
extent, a transcript of the Act passed in 1863,
and no such objection as that now raised was
urged to it, although the member for
Chateauguay was then in the House. That
Bill was not based on resolutions originating
in Committee.

Hon. Mr. Dorion spoke in support of the
point of order.

Hon. Mr. Smith advocated the same view.
He said if this was not a Bill affecting trade,
this legislature could not deal with the sub-
ject at all, without trenching on the privileges
of the Local Legislature. The point was one
of importance, and the Government should
at least ask time to consider it.

Sir John A. Macdonald said this point was
one not of order, but of jurisdiction, which
must be decided not by this House merely,
but by both Houses by actual enactment
which would be subject to disallowance by
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Her Majesty. As the point was an important
one, he would suggest to his honourable
friend to postpone the second reading, to
allow time for debating that question in its
legal aspects. As to the other point, he con-
tended that the Bill was not of a nature to
require that it should originate in committee,
and quoted from English authorities as to
certain banking and other Bills which affect-
ed trade as much as this one, but which it
was held did not require to originate in
committee.

Mr. Speaker said it was not for him to
decide whether this was among the class of
Acts which this Legislature could deal with
according to the Union Act; but, as to the
point of order, he must hold that insurance
companies were not necessarily trading com-
panies in the broad sense of the term "trade",
which meant the importation and exportation
of goods to market.

Hon. Mr. Rose in accordance with the
suggestion of the leader of the Government,
then moved that the debate be adjourned till
Monday-Carried.

PENITENTIARIES

Sir John A. Macdonald moved a second
reading of the Bill respecting Penitentiaries
and the directors thereof, and for other pur-
poses.

Mr. Mackenzie complained of the great ex-
pense of our Penitentiaries. They ought to be
self-supporting, as in New York and else-
where. At present the Kingston Penitentiary
was seriously mismanaged. That mismanage-
ment had been growing constantly, and was,
he believed, mainly due to the inefficiency of
the Warden, who, though he was an excellent
man, was not the right man in the right
place.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the gentleman
at the head of the institution was a veter-
an-one who had long been in service, and
had entered zealously on the discharge of his
duties, and been very successful, except in
making the institution self-paying.

Mr. Anglin ha-d very little hope of such
institutions being made quite self-sustaining;
but he believed from experience that they
might be made nearly so. It struck him that
an extraordinary number of officials was
provided for in the measure before the

House. The array of employees was really a
most formidable one.

The Bill was read a second time and or-
dered to be referred to Committee of the
Whole on Monday.

SECURITY TO BE GIVEN BY OFFICIALS

Sir John A. Macdonald moved the second
reading of the Bill from the Senate respecting
the security to be given by officers of Canada.

Hon. Mr. Dorion suggested that a clause
should be inserted obliging every public offi-
cer every year to report whether his security
remained good or not as originally entered
into.

Sir John A. Macdonald said there was a
clause compelling officers to report within one
month in case of the death, bankruptcy, in-
solvency, or non-residence within the Do-
minion of their sureties.

Mr. Blake said there might be circum-
stances, when a change of sureties would be
desirable, even though there had been no
death, bankruptcy, or insolvency. Public
odicers ought to be obliged to furnish such
change of surety on requisition of the Gov-
ernment.

Mr. Mackenzie knew several officers in the
public service whose bondsmen were dead or
gone, and in too many cases the bonds were
not worth the paper they were written upon.

Col. Gray saw no reason why Sheriffs,
although local officers, should not also be
compelled to give security to some reasonable
extent.

The Bill was read a second time, and
ordered to be referred to Committee of the
Whole on Monday.

OATHS OF ALLEGIANCE

Sir John A. Macdonald moved the second
reading of the Bill from the Senate, entitled,
"An Act Respecting Commissions, and Oaths
of Allegiance, and of Office". Carried.

ENQUIRIES CONCERNING PUBLIC
MATTERS

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald the
Bill from the Senate respecting enquiries con-
cerning public matters, was read a second tine,
and ordered to be referred to the Committee
of the Whole on Monday.
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ESTIMATES plain that the estimates were not forthcom-

Hon. Mr. Holton complained that the îg
Government were not acting fairly by the Sir John A. Macdonald could fot speak
House in delaying to bring down their esti- precisely, but hoped they would be ready for
mates. It was three months since the Gov- the House by Monday.
ernment took a vote of credit, and under the
circumstances the House had a right to com- The House adjourned at 11 o'clock.
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Monday, March 30, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S REPORT

Mr. Cartier laid on the table the Adju-
tant-General's report on the militia.

DEPARTMENTAL CONTINGENCIES

Hon. Mr. Rose introduced a "Bill to
Regulate and Restrict the Contingent Charges
of the Departments, and to Establish a Sta-
tionery Office." He gave some explanations of
the Bill, which were inaudible in the gallery.

INDEPENDENCE OF PARLIAMENT

Sir John A. Macdonald introduced a Bill
further to secure the independence of Par-
liament. He said he had not included in the
Bill any provisions with reference to the
subject which was discussed in the early part
of the session, affecting the seats of himself
and his colleagues. As soon as their salaries
were voted, he would introduce a Bill to
indemnify them for sitting in the House.
(Hear, hear).

Mr. Mills-Have you provided in this Bill
for the abolition of the dual system of rep-
resentation?

Sir John A. Macdonald-No. I leave that

continaencies printina was includedo

Hon. Mr. Rose-No.

Mr. Mackenzie said he referred to the
printing of schedules and various other pa-
pers emanating from the departments. He
hoped Government would consider whether it
was not advisable to include this in the Bill.

Hon. Mr. Rose said Governnent would con-
sider this question separately.

Mr. Mackenzie-Are we to understand that
Government are to introduce another Bill to
provide for this printing in some other way?

Hon. Mr. Rose, without answering the
question, said he would be very glad at a
future stage of the Bill to hear his honoura-
ble friend's views on this subject and have
the benefit of his experience.

Hon. Mr. Dorion said he presumed this Bill
was an extension of the system which had
prevailed in 1863 or 1864 in the Finance
Minister's office, where there was a clerk of
contingencies.

Hon. Mr. Rose said the clerk of contingen-
cies in the Finance Department had to deal
with the contingencies before the expenses
were actually incurred. By this Bill it was
proposed to interpose some check before the
contingencies expenses were ordered.

Hon. Mr. Dorion asked if the Bill included
the suggestions made by a committee ap-
pointed in 1865, on the motion of the Hon.
Mr. Brown. That committee reported a Bill,
and the House adopted the recommendations
of the committee, but the Bill did not become
law on account of the late period of the
session.

Sir John A. Macdonald said he had not
referred to the suggestions of that committee,
but he would so do before the Bill again
came before the House.

QUESTIONS

It was elicited from Ministers in reply to
the understated questions, viz.:

Mr. Robitaille-Whether it is the in-
tention of the Government to take into
consideration the claims advanced by certain
contractors on the Matapedia Road; and if so,
when?

That it was the intention of the Govern-
ment to take into consideration this and al
other such claims coming within the jurisdic-
tion of the Department, and to deal with
them as they merited.

Mr. Masson (Soulanges) -Whether it is
the intention of the Government, after the
first day of April next, to change the system
of payment of the Deputy Postmasters in the
Dominion, and to grant them a fixed salary,
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inasmuch as in certain localities the receipts
will be diminished by the operation of the
new postal law?

Sir John A. Macdonald said the Postmaster
General had now under consideration the
best means of making up the loss occasioned
to Deputy Postmasters in certain localities by
the operation of the new postal law.

Mr. Stephenson -Whether it is the
intention of the Government to appoint any
additional Inspectors of steamboats over and
above the number now in the employ of the
Government?

Sir John A. Macdonald said it was not the
intention of the Government to appoint any
additional Inspectors of steamboats.

Mr. Meicalfe -Whether the Delegates
assembled in London from the several
Provinces during the progress of the
Confederation Act, did recommend, advise or
sanction that the salary of the Governor-
General should be fixed in that Act at fifty
thousand dollars per annum?

Sir John A. Macdonald said the present
Government had no official cognizance of
what the Delegates did. (Laughter). It ap-
peared, however, from a blue book submitted
to the English Parliament, that the Delegates
reported a provision that the salary should be
fifty thousand dollars.

Mr. Young -Whether the sum of $39,-
819 said by T. D. Harrington, Deputy Re-
ceiver-General, in a letter dated the 16th
January, 1867, to have been paid into the
Bank of Upper Canada, but not credited to
the late Province of Canada, has been al-
lowed by that institution?

Hon. Mr. Rose said with regard to the sum
of $39,819 charged some years ago as having
been paid into the Bank of Upper Canada,
the charges had never been objected to and
stood now at the debit of the bank. The bank,
however, claimed that certain items in the
sum had been paid twice, and also that they
had certain offsetts against the balance.

Mr. Burpee -Whether it is the inten-
tion of the Government during the present
Session, to propose a re-adjustment of the
Tariff, with a view of abolishing the duties on
flour, corn and corn meal, and reducing the
duties on sugar, molasses and tea and other
staple articles largely used by the industrial
class?

[Mr. Masson (Soulanges).]

Hon. Mr. Rose replied that it is the inten-
tion of the Government to readjust the Tariff
in the course of the present session. It would
not be proper, however, for Government to
say prematurely what the provision of the
Tariff would be with regard to any particular
articles.

Mr. Snider -Whether the Government
intend to put a sum in the estimates for the
erection of a wharf at the Port of Thornbury
in the County of Grey.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said it was not the in-
tention of the Government to put a sum in
estimates for erecting a wharf at Thornbury,
in the County of Grey.

Mr. Brown -Whether the expenses of
the collection of customs at the Port of
Belleville have been lately increased, and if
so, why?

Hon. Mr. Tilley said no additional Custom
House Officer had been appointed at Belle-
ville, ibut it had been found necessary to make
a transfer of officers, and the officer at Belle-
ville received the same salary as he had form-
erly, but a larger sum than had been paid to
his predecessor.

Mr. McConkey -Whether in view of
communication with Fort Garry, it is the,
intention of the Government to prosecute this
season the opening of the road commenced
last summer, at or near Fort William, on
Lake Superior, and upon which a consider-
able sum of money has already been ex-
pended?

Hon. Mr. McDougall said the question of
continuing the road to Fort Garry from Fort
William, commenced last summer, was at
present under the consideration of the Gov-
ernment. Before the session closed, definite
information would be given to the House on
the subject.

LIQUOR INSPECTION FUND

Mr. Bourassa moved that the House go into
Committee of the Whole on Wednesday, for
the consideration of certain resolutions for
the creation of a fund to be called the Liquor
Inspection Fund.

LIBRARY COMMITTEE

Upon the motion of Mr. Chamberlin, se-
conded by Hon. C. Dunkin, the names of the
Hon. Mr. T. D. McGee and the Hon. Mr.
Chauveau were added to the Joint Library
Committee.
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LIBERTIES OF CANADIANS

Mr. Mackenzie, before the orders of the
day were called, desired to ask the attention
of the Minister of Justice to some circum-
stances which had just occurred on the west-
ern frontier. He had brought under notice of
the House some time ago the arrest of a
British subject named Macdonald in the
Township of Moore, and his abduction into
the United States on a charge of smuggling.
The United States Government had agreed to
restore him, but Mr. Thornton, the British
Ambassador, acting in a most extraordinary
and undignified part, had refused to accept
his liberty, and allowed him to remain in a
United States prison-a course of proceeding
to which he (Mr. Mackenzie) intended to call
the attention of the House at greater length
on a subsequent occasion. It now appeared
that within the last few days the gaol of St.
Clair, Michigan, in which Macdonald was
confined, had had a sort of general delivery
through the act of the prisoners themselves.
Macdonald and another prisoner charged with
smuggling escaped to the Canadian side.
Macdonald was again arrested at the request
of the United States authorities, not on the
charge of having escaped, but because some
one, it was alleged, had stolen a revolver
from the gaoler. He and the other es-
caped prisoner were brought before Judge
Robertson, County Judge of Lambton, and
had been by him remanded to await the
claim for their rendition by the United States
authorities. He called the attention of the
Government to these circumstances, with the
view to ascertain whether they were to allow
the liberties of Canadian subjects to be im-
periled by such proceedings. (Hear, hear).

Sir J. A. Macdonald said his honourable
friend had mentioned to him that he was to
bring this matter up in the House. Since the
conversation with him the papers in the case
had been received at his office, but he had
not had time as yet to read them. He quite
agreed with his honourable friend that the
British Ambassador had not exercised a prop-
er discretion, to say the least of it, in refusing
to accept the man's liberty. He would say
nothing in vindication of the man's conduct;
but it was clear that the offence with which
he was charged-that of a breach of the
United States revenue laws-was not one for
which he could be properly extradited. As
regarded what had happened since his escape
to this side, he would not prejudge the case.
Judge Robertson had, no doubt, acted to the

best of his discretion; but whether it was a
case of extradition, was a matter for the
Governor General in Council, under advice of
his responsible advisers to determine. The
Government would give full and ample con-
sideration to the whole facts of the case
before any action was taken. (Hear, hear).

INSTRUCTIONS TO LIEUT. GOVERNOR

Mr. Chamberlin's notice of an address for
instructions to Lieut. Governors of Ontario,
Quebec, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia
being called-

Mr. Chamberlin desired to let it stand.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said if the honourable
gentleman desired it, the commissions to the
Lieutenant Governors might be brought
down. They simply appointed certain persons
as Lieutenant Governors, to carry out the Act
of Union, subject to such instructions as
might hereafter be given; but no such in-
structions had been given.

Mr. Chamberlin repeated that he would
like the motion to stand.

OTTAWA BUILDINGS

Mr. Mackenzie moved for a detailed state-
ment of items in the public accounts for the
year ending 30th June, 1867. Alterations of
Parliament Buildings, $14,613; paid to R.
McGreevy for work done fitting up buildings,
$21,423; and of McGrath's accounts for heat-
ing Parliament and Department Buildings.

Hon. Mr. Fisher said he did not see that
such was a matter with which this Parlia-
ment had anything to do. It was a matter
between the two Provinces of Ontario and
Quebec.

Mr. Mackenzie thought the honourable
gentleman was rather hasty. He was not
satisfied that Ontario and Quebec should pay
for these buildings, but would prevent them
from obtaining information as to the expendi-
ture in the only place where such information
could be obtained. The honourable gentleman,
to be consistent, should have objected to
entering these buildings, because Upper and
Lower Canada had created them. His object
in moving this address was to get information
which would enable them to discuss intelli-
gently the estimates, with reference to these
buildings, when they were brought before the
House.
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Hon. Mr. Fisher said if there was no other
way of getting the information he would not
object.

The motion was agreed to.

JUDGES OF QUEBEC

Mr. Fortin moved for correspondence with
respect to the sittings of the Courts in the
district of Gaspe; also for correspondence
with the Judges of the Court of Queen's
Bench, and of the Superior Court, of the
Province of Quebec, during the last three
years, respecting the demand of leaves of
absence, and respecting representations made
on account of the failure of the administra-
tion of justice, arising from the absence or
illness of certain judges, or from any other
cause.

Mr. Masson (Soulanges) supported the mo-
tion; in doing so he expressed his opinion
that Mr. Cartier's Judiciary Law, although
thought at the time to be a very excellent
measure, had proved a failure. At the time
for the sitting of the last Court for his
district, the Judge wrote from Montreal that
he could not come. The plaintiff, defendants
and witnesses had come there at great ex-
pense, and they had no Judge to hold the
Court. They had a bad set of Judges in
Montreal. He did not say that they were not
men of high legal standing, but the public
sentiment and feeling was against them; and
why? because according to public rumour two
of them were men out of their heads; two
others were men of bad moral character, and
another was so deaf that in a case where a
man sued for $10 the judge gave judgment
for $100. Some remedy ought to be provided
for this state of things.

Mr. Masson (Terrebonne) also expressed his
opinion that the judiciary system was wrong
from top to bottom.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau made some remarks in
French on the jurisdiction of the Local
Government and Legislatures with reference
to the Judiciary.

Mr. Blake said the Local Parliament had
power to abolish courts and establish new
courts and new judgeships; but unless the
Federal Government agreed in their policy,
and provided adequate salaries, the action of
the Local Parliament would be useless. It was
obvious there must be accordant action be-
tween the Local and Federal Governments;
but to the Federal Government peculiarly
belonged the power of securing something

like uniformity in the system. He thought
what was wrong in Quebec was that there
was no such power of pensioning as existed
to some extent in Ontario. What were a few
hundred pounds a year spent in paying a
faithful public servant, who found his health
and strength impaired by years and other-
wise, compared with the wrong and suffering
sustained by the public, and the degradation
of the Bench which followed the retention in
office of any man not possessed of his full
faculties. He repeated that there ought to be
uniformity; it could not be right that there
should be a pension system in Ontario and
none in Quebec. He hoped such a system
would be adopted there as would prevent a
recurrence of such accusations as had been
brought to-day.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin agreed in the view taken
by Mr. Blake. He thought it was the most
absurd pretence at economy imaginable to
keep on the Bench a man who was nearly or
over eighty, and wholly incapable of work,
rather than give him a reasonable pension. It
was the worst economy to salary such a man,
not to do nothing, but to do what was worse
than nothing.

Mr. Chamberlin said there never was a
time in the Province of Quebec when the
administration of justice was so far behind
what it ought to be as at present; but he was
not sure that the means of escape could be
obtained altogether in the direction indicated
by the members for Durham and Brome.
There was no doubt, as had been remarked,
that the Province of Ontario so far as he had
been able to study it, had one of the most
perfect systems of judiciary in the world.
There, while there were a few men, belong-
ing to the Superior Court, who were paid
large and liberal salaries, the great bulk of
the work was done by County Court and
other inferior judges. Now, to do the work
effectually in Quebec they would require 28
or 25 first class judges, who should be paid
first-class salaries, and allowed to retire, in
due time, on handsome pensions. If they
could so reorganize their system as to get a
few first class judges for Superior Courts,
then they might be supplemented by others
of an inferior class, but quite wel qualified to
do the balance of the work. Until they had a
reorganization of their Courts in the Province
of Quebec, on some such system, they would
never occupy the position in this respect
which they were proud to accord the sister
Province of Ontario.
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Mr. Abboit ventured to say that the Lower
Canadian Judges were quite equal to their
position and opportunities. Their administra-
tion of justice he believed to have been
satisfactory. There had been complaints from
Montreal, but that was owing to the number
of Judges being too limited, and hence he
strongly deprecated the tone of the press and
some members of the House on the standing
and efficiency of the Judiciary of Quebec. He
would, too, cal attention to the fact that the
Judges in Montreal were very inadequately
paid, and received only such salaries as
would induce second or third rate men to go
on the Bench.

Mr. Irvine said that there were reasonable
grounds of complaint, there could be little
doubt in the minds of those listening to the
debate, but he believed these grievances had
been exaggerated. He himself was aware, for
instance, that the Court of Appeal which
should have five members had only four for
years past; but it happened thus:-One of the
most distinguished ornaments of the Bar, who
had held position in that Court had been,
from illness, incapable of performing his du-
ty. Under these circumstances a number of
suits coming before that Court could not be
settled by the four Judges now presiding.
And there were similar cases from which the
evil arising from the small number of Judges
in Quebec was apparent.

Afier recess,

Hon. Mr. Cartier thanked the honourable
mover for having brought forward this dis-
cussion regarding a subject of such gravity
and importance as that of the Administration
of Justice in Lower Canada. It was a source
of great pleasure to him to have heard the
gentlemanly speeches of the honourable
member for Argenteuil and the honourable
member for Megantic, and he considered that
the observations of the honourable member
for Hochelaga had been answered before he
had the misfortune to have spoken. Every
member of the House had heard his state-
ment that six of the Lower Canada Judges
were incapacitated from age, chronic diseases,
or enfeeblement, and added that one other
was a scandal to the Bench from his immoral
or intemperate habits. He (Mr. Cartier) had
never been responsible for his elevation of
any Judge of such conduct, and any Judges
or Queen's Counsels who had ever been ap-
pointed in lower Canada on his recommenda-
tion would contrast most favourably with

those recommended by the honourable mem-
ber. He had no hesitation in admitting that
the administration of Justice had suffered
from the age of some of the judges, which was
no dishonour or disparagement to their body,
but the state of things contrasted most favour-
ably with that existing before 1857, when he
had undertaken the difficult task of combin-
ing reform with economy, creating new dis-
tricts, and providing for the wants existing at
a lesser cost than had previously been ex-
pended. The whole number of Judges in
Lower Canada was only twenty-three, while
in Upper Canada there were forty, a much
greater number in proportion to the popula-
tion. The system which he had introduced
had facilitated the transaction of business by
remo.ving the previously existing necessity
for the presence of a full bench, and this
system would compare advantageously with
any existing in the world, where perfection
was not to be expected. The decision of one
honest Judge, independently expressed, was
more to be relied upon than that of a large
Court, whose judgment were liable to be
biased either by undue mutual antagonism or
mutual acquiescence, and the expansion of
the system effected by him in opposition to
the legal efforts of the Province, of which this
was an important feature, had been brought
about without any additional burden to the
country, and, notwithstanding the opposition
of some of the Judges, succeeded in working
itself through, in spite also of the obstacles
occasioned by the infirmities of some of its
administrators. Such infirmities he was too
generous to meet with condemnation, and
thought that a judge who admitted that he
was thus disqualified for performing his du-
ties in the efficient manner he thought requi-
site, was an object rather for respect and
sympathy. But he denied altogether the asser-
tion that there were thirteen judges unfitted
for their position, and regarding those who
had been branded with immorality or dis-
honesty challenged the honourable member
for Hochelaga to name them. The honourable
member had also made sweeping charges
against Queen's Counsels, but he (Mr. Car-
tier) was perfectly prepared to defend his
appointments, and could, were he sufficiently
indiscreet, reveal an application of the honour-
able member's for an appointment to a cer-
tain office (he would not say which) which
would scarcely bear such scrutiny. He would
not, however, be so injudicious. He knew
some things that he kept to himself (much
laughter). Referring more particularly to
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Judges whom he had appointed, and instan-
cing the affliction under which Judge Badgely
had the misfortune to labour, he stated that
some of the best decisions given by a most
eminent Judge (Barton) had been delivered
when he was totally blind. With reference to
Mr. Justice Drummond, he would say nothing
on the points on which charges had been
brought against him in the press, except that
he did not give implicit credit to all newspa-
per statements, nor believe that he had been
guilty of the conduct imputed to him. Paying
a complimentary tribute to some other occu-
pants of the Bench, he turned to its composi-
tion in Montreal, and thought that in the
matter of industry and ability, no honest
lawyer could complain of Mr. Justice
Mondelet. If there was upon the Bench any
Judge desirous and capable of discharging his
duties faithfully and impartially, it was Mr.
Justice Berthelot. (Hear, hear.) Judge Monk
was an ornament to his profession, and would
be a credit to any judiciary whatever. He had
recommended Judge Meredith, and also
Taschereau, whom he had known as a most
hard working man, the most valuable quality
which a lawyer could possess. Everybody
would admit the brilliant faculties and ac-
complishments of Mr. Justice Johnson who
was equally master of both languages, and no
one who had read the reports of the trials of
the Fenian prisoners within his jurisdiction
could deny the admirable and excellent man-
ner in which he had discharged a most diffi-
cult duty. After complimenting some other
gentlemen occupying seats on the Bench he
referred in high terms to Judge Winter, and,
stating that he had been responsible for the
appointment of Judge Lafontaine, of Aylmer,
challenged the honourable member for Ho-
chelaga to say anything against his honour or
efficiency, although he was aware that a peti-
tion for his removal had been presented by
the honourable member for Ottawa, grounded
on some complaint against his conduct when
he was Prothonotary or Crown Lands agent
-a petition that had never been prosecuted,
and which the honourable member for Ho-
chelaga would be the first to oppose. The last
recommendation for which he was responsi-
ble was that of Mr. Justice Bosse, whose
eminence in his profession was indisputable.
He had now referred to every appointment
he had made, and although acknowledging
that he was usually actuated by political
motives-that he liked to find an opposition
arrayed against him and to flght it-
(laughter)-had not been swayed by politi-
[Mr. Cartier (Montreal East).]

cal considerations in his judicial appoint-
ments. He had been traduced before the
tribunal of the House and was glad of the
occasion to reply. He did not care very great-
ly about vituperation which he could hear
and answer. He rather liked it (much laugh-
ter), because when his reputation got abroad
it helped to prevent such charges being be-
lieved again. (Renewed laughter.) He had
been able to dispose of a great many of these
thirteen cases of affliction from chronic or
immoral aihments. (Great laughter.) He would
be more generous than the honourable mem-
ber for Hochelaga, and would not refer to the
appointments of Judges Sicotte, Drummond
or Loranger, regarding which nothing would
induce him to say what he knew. (Laughter.)
The true difficulty in remodelling the judici-
ary had been already most justly stated to be
the want of any means of pensioning old or
infirm judges, for which they had only 2,000
pounds at their disposal in Lower Canada, on
which small fund there were already some
charges existing. It was quite correct, as had
been stated, that the business to be transacted
in Montreal was equal to that of all the rest
of the Province, and the absence or illness of
any judge necessarily occasioned inconveni-
ence. He went on to relate the circumstances
under which Mr. Justice Smith had taken
leave of absence without due authority on the
ground of ill health, upon which subject there
was some correspondence to be submitted.
When at any time it was proposed to a judge
to retire, he demanded a pension to the full
amount of his salary, and the judge to whom
the honourable member for Gaspe had re-
ferred, who was 85 years old, had ten years
ago refused a pension of two-thirds, offered
as an inducement to him to resign. The
judges knew the law, and the Act guarantee-
ing their independence gave them a standing
that created the difflculty. Four of them, he
would not go so far as to say thirteen, ought
to be pensioned. He repeated that he was
pleased at the opportunity of going into the
subject which had been offered, and of vin-
dicating before the House the character of his
appointments. (Applause.)

Mr. Wright characterized it as an in-
stance of audacity in the Hon. Minister for
Militia to rise and state that his Honour, Mr.
Justice Lafontaine, did his duty satisfactorily
when he had himself, as representative of the
County of Ottawa, presented a petition
against him, signed by the most respectable
inhabitants of the district, composed of the

March 30,1868



COMMONS DEBATES

Counties of Argenteuil, Frontenac and Ot-
tawa, among whom the Judge's name had
become a byword, the commission of unpun-
ished crime being so extensive as to seriously
impair public confidence in the efficiency of
the laws, and the Judge's conduct as agent
for sale of Crown Lands being such as to
occasion distrust in his integrity. With per-
mission of the House he then proceeded to
read the petition referred to (a document of
great length) reiterating these charges and
praying for the investigation into his gross
neglect of duty.

Hon. Mr. Huntington referring to the credit
taken to himself by the Minister for Militia
for the creation of the system of decentraliza-
tion by which justice had been brought to
each man's door, stated that he had adopted
this system from the suggestion of Mr.
Drurmmond, and in compliance with the clam-
orous wail of the whole people. He thought
that it would have been as well if the Min-
ister had refrained from naming the Judges
on the Bench, discriminating between those
nominated by himself and by his adversaries,
but had remembered that these appointments
should never be considered politically, nor
their responsibility bandied from one side of
the House to the other. The discussion must
have satisfied the honourable gentleman that
the temper of the House was such as to
permit the passing of such a measure as he
admitted to be wanting to regulate judicial
imperfections. The honourable member for
Hochelaga had been misrepresented as having
censured the conduct of the whole Bench of
Lower Canada, whereas he had but stated
that two of its members were incompetent
from their irregularities, and one from his
immoralities. It was very much more agreea-
ble here to compliment the Judges than to
take them to task, but if it were in bad taste
to refer to such scandals as existing, it was in
much worse taste to permit them to exist
unnoticed. He thought that if the motion
passed it would be desirable to obtain all the
information possible, and would propose in
amendment the addition of the words "and
also a statement of the number of days on
which the Court of Review and the several
Circuit Courts have not sat owing to the
absence of Judges." Hon. Mr. Cartier not
having gone into the question of the appoint-
ments of Queen's Counsel he would not, al-
though having taken a vote of the subject,
protract the debate by referring further to it.

Hon. Mr. Cartier thanked the honourable
member for Shefford for the reminder, but
asserted that the appointments to this dignity
by his Government would contrast most
favourably by those of the Opposition when
in power. The accusations of the honourable
member for Hochelaga against members of
the Bar should not have been made under
cover of his privilege of Parliament, but to
the face of the gentlemen themselves, by
whom he would, most likely, be one day
called upon to make them good.

Hon. Mr. Dorion said that he had refrained
hitherto from mentioning the names either of
unworthy Judges or unworthy Queen's
Counsel, but in support of his previous asser-
tion that some of the latter appointments
were scandalous, asserted that three of the
most eminent members of the Bar had de-
clined the silk gown offered them from a
disinclination to rank among those who were
occasionally permitted to wear it. He said
that of the twenty-three Judges in Quebec, it
was a matter of notoriety that six were unfit
to discharge their duties from old age or
chronic disease; four more :should never have
been appointed, not being fit for the office;
and two or three were never in a 'fit state
from their habits to discharge the high and
responsible duties of their station; so that out
of the 23, at least 13 were, from one cause or
another, unfit to administer justice in Lower
Canada. His own opinion, based on recent
events and statements, made on good authori-
ty, was that properly qualified men to be
placed on the judiciary could hardly be found
at the Bar in the Province of Quebec. They
were diminishing yearly. Of the Q.C.'s ap-
pointed of late years, numbers were notori-
ously unfit for that position; one of them he
had heard had entered the profession through
false pretenses. Two of them had never prac-
ticed law, another was a known swindler;
another had presented such an outrageous
account to the Government that they refused
payment; yet another was a scoundrel and
forger who had escaped from this country to
avoid the penitentiary; and so on through a
dreary catalogue. These were the men made
Q.C.'s of late, and if the Minister of Militia
had remained Minister of Justice and con-
tinued in this matter as he had begun, a
number of these men would very likely have
been added to the Judges of the Superior
Court and Queen's Bench. And so the present
incompetency of their judiciary would be
continued. So disgraceful was the state of the
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Bar and the Bench in the Province of Que-
bec, that he believed the case there had no
parallel in any country in the world. He
sincerely hoped to see the Minister of Justice
endeavouring to put a stop to this degrada-
tion. He (Mr. Dorion) hoped to see no more
such Q.C.'s appointed in the Province of
Quebec, men whose merits in many cases
consisted in little else than going to the
hustings on the eve of election and voting in
favour of the candidate through whose inter-
est they had been appointed. So universal
was the dissatisfaction with the Bench and
the Bar in that Province, that complaints
were vented in the ministerial journals as
well as in these conducted by the opposition.
The Court of Appeals had been alluded to as
not being able to overtake the work before it;
and he would supplement that statement, that
is now a common practice with persons sued,
who desired to defer payment, to have their
cases sent to the Court of Appeal, where it
was pretty certain to be allowed to lie a few
months at least before a decision was arrived
at. As to the insufficiency of salary which had
been used as an argument to account for the
present state of affairs, he would say that out
of the 23 Judges in Lower Canada, he did not
think that more than five or six ever made
1,000 pounds by their profession.

In reply to Mr. Masson,

Hon. Mr. Dorion said that when he was in
the Government but three had been appoint-
ed to the Bench; one of these had been five
times in successive Administrations; another
had been Attorney-General and for a number
of years a member of three Administrations;
another had at one time been selected as one
of the ablest lawyers in Montreal to argue
one of the greatest and most important cases
ever argued in Lower Canada. These were
the only three new Judges they had appoint-
ed.

Mr. Chamberlin, in reference to his re-
marks during the opening of the debate,
disclaimed any idea of intimating that the
Province of Quebec had not as bright orna-
ments of the Bench as were to be found
elsewhere. While there were some incapables,
there were others who would do credit to any
country.

Mr. Mackenzie compared the systems in
Quebec and Ontario, showing that the
amount paid last year for the administration
of Justice in Lower Canada was $413,000,
while in Ontario it was but $399,000, and

[Mr. Dorion (Hochelaga).]

expressed a hope that the system of Quebec
would be so amended as to remedy the griev-
ances complained of.

Mr. Cayley said he believed the present
judicial system was the best that could be
adopted, but that great evils existed in the
way in which it was administered there,
especially on account of the absence of
Judges from their duties.

Mr. Langevin thought that the matter ought
not to be allowed to rest with the demand for
papers, but that when that had been conced-
ed, the House should go a step further, and
endeavour, as speedily as might be, to apply
a remedy where it was so much called for. It
was an injustice to apply such accusations as
had been made to an entire body of men, and
the sooner those alluded to during the debate
as being incompetent and immoral were in-
dicated to the proper authorities, and the
grievance remedied, the better.

Mr. McKeagney advocated bringing the
charges in a quarter where the Judges might
have an opportunity of defending themselves.

Hon. J. S. Macdonald hoped members on the
Treasury Benches would take the first oppor-
tunity at remedying the grievance which had
been so generally complained of. As far as
Upper Canada was concerned, he was proud
to say there had not been a single complaint
against their Judiciary, and the most cordial
feeling prevailed between the Bench and the
Bar. In Upper Canada he had never heard of
a Judge occupying his position one moment
after his services had ceased to be useful to
the country. In regard to the system of pen-
sioning, he warned Government that they
must be careful. Only the Superior Judges
ought to receive a pension, and he trusted
there would be no repetition of some cases of
pensioning County Court Judges which had
been obtained in Upper Canada through ar-
rangement of the Minister of Justice, and
very much to the annoyance of the people of
Ontario. He (Mr. Macdonald) knew of a case
where a County Court Judge, who fell sick
while getting 700 pounds a year, had his
salary continued, and a deputy appointed;
and though he had recovered, still had the
deputy to do his work, and the Judge would,
in al] probability, continue to draw this pen-
sion for life. He hoped Government would
bring down a measure to place the Superior
Judges in Ontario and Quebec relatively on
the same footing. Give them fair salaries and
pension them; but on no account should the
inferior Judges be pensioned.
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Sir J. A. Macdonald believed the debate
would be productive of good, though unfortu-
nately it took a rather wide range, embracing
the character of the Judges, pensions, etc.,
which rather weakened the debate. The
Judges of Upper Canada would certainly
compare favourably with some of those of
Quebec in respect to the promptitude with
which they resigned their high offices when,
from failing health or other causes, they felt
themselves unable to discharge their duties.
He hoped their discussion would, at all
events, tend to remedy the evil complained of
by calling the attention of those Judges inter-
ested to the matter. A debate in the House of
Commons in England had recently tended to
remedy a grievance when one of the Judges,
Baron Lefroy, though unfit from advanced
years to discharge the duties of his post, yet
clung to it tenaciously until the debate took
place. Sir J. A. Macdonald trusted it would
be so in this case.

The motion as amended was then carried,
and the House adjourned at a quarter to 12
o'clock.

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. Bodwell-Inquiry whether it is the
intention of the Government to keep up

Spencer Wood as well as Rideau Hall, for the
accommodation of His Excellency, and to
make the expenses of his contemplated remo-
val to Quebec at the close of this session, and
return chargeable as heretofore on the con-
solidated fund.

Mr. Bodwell-Whether it is the intention of
the Government to prevent Sunday traffic on
the Grenville and Ottawa Canal.

Mr. Connell-Return of the amounts paid
by the late Province for pensions.

Sir John A. Macdonald gave notice of the
introduction of the following Bills on
Wednesday:

For better security of the Crown and
Government respecting accessories to, and
abetters of, indictable offences.

Respecting offences relating to coin.
Respecting forgery.
Respecting offences against the person.
Respecting malicious injuries to property.
Respecting larceny and other similar

offences.
Respecting procedures in criminal cases.
Respecting duties of Justices of Peace and

sessions in regard to persons charged with
indictable offences.

Bill to regulate the sale of poisons.
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Tuesday, March 31, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

FORMS AND PROCEEDINGS

Sir J. A. Macdonald moved that a Select
Committee be appointed to consider and re-
port whether by any alteration in the forms
and proceedings of this House the dispatch of
public business can be more effectually
promoted-such Committee to consist of
Messrs McDougall, Langevin, Dorion, Bolton,
J. S. Macdonald, Mackenzie, Chauveau,
Dunkin, Smith, Blanchet, Blake, Fisher, and
the mover. Carried.

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

Hon. Mr. Rose moved that the House re-
solve itself into Committee of the Whole
to-morrow, to consider the resolutions re-
specting the Geological Survey. Carried.

CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND

Hon. Mr. Rose moved that the House will
(to-morrow) resolve itself into Committee of
the Whole to consider the resolutions respect-
ing the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

Hon. Mr. Holton said it would be necessary
in the first place to move that the order for
the second reading of the Bill, which was to
be based on these resolutions, should be dis-
charged.

Hon. Mr. Rose concurred in this view and
moved that the order for the second reading of
the Bill respecting the Consolidated Revenue
Fund be discharged. Carried.

The motion for the House to go into
Committee of the Whole to-morrow on the
resolutions was then also agreed to.

KAMOURASKA ELECTION

Hon. Mr. Gray moved that the evidence
taken before the Committee of Privileges and
Elections respecting the Kamouraska Elec-
tion, be printed for the use of its members.
Carried.

MILITIA BILL

Hon. Mr. Cartier said that he was then
prepared to make good his promise of the
introduction of his Militia Bill. Perhaps the
honourable member for Ottawa would meet
him on the occasion, with a reiteration of the
charge of audacity (laughter), and apply to
him the Latin adage, semper audax but that
adage had a supplementary one, audaces for-
tuna juvat, and he did not fear that either he
or his colleagues would be shipwrecked on
his present measure (renewed and continued
laughter). His was, however, a subject to be
treated in no jocular spirit, and they must
recognize that the efforts of European nations
were directed to the combination of the three
great elements of power-the personal, the
territorial, and the maritime elements. But,
behind all, the military element still re-
mained necessary for the completion of na-
tional greatness. With regard to the territorial
element, he was as desirous as could be any
one to extend theirs to the Pacific by the
incorporation of the great North-West Ter-
ritory, and the addition of British Columbia
to the Provinces of the Federation. He had
considered it necessary before bringing his
measure before the House, to make himself
acquainted with the militia system of the
Maritime Provinces, which, although inferior
in population, contained in themselves an
element of defence perhaps greater and more
important than the number of troops which
might be sent from the West-he meant the
seafaring and maritime population. (Hear,
hear, from Mr. Fortin.) They had a seafaring
population of 60,000 to 70,000 with which no
other country but Great Britain could com-
pare. He made these observations to convince
his friends from the Maritime Provinces that
the Administration were fully sensible of the
advantages to be derived from their alliance.
(Hear, hear.) The mere number of representa-
tives from the Lower Provinces could not be
considered as the measure of the value of
their constituencies. He had not approached
the subject of his Bill without proper consid-
eration, and had made himself familiar with
the Militia laws not only of the Provinces of
the Federation, but of Prince Edward Island
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also. He had also the benefit of the views and
recommendations of Col. Macdougall, whom
everyone would recognize as a soldier of
distinguished eminence in his profession, and
as an authority on military matters of indis-
putable weight. His Bill divided the Militia
force into Active and Reserve Militia,
the active composed of Volunteers, and the
marine forces, to be chosen from the popula-
tion of the country from those between the
ages of 18 to 60-the first to be called upon
being those between the ages of 18 and 30,
unmarried and widowers without children.
The second class to be composed of those
unmarried between the ages of 30 and 35, or
widowers of the same class with child.
(Uproarious cheers and laughter.) The honour-
able member for South Wentworth, (Mr. J.
Rymal,) called on him for an explanation
which might be difficult, but to him nothing
seemed to be impossible. (Renewed and con-
tinued laughter.) He had used the unfortunate
conjunction in the wrong way, (much laugh-
ter,) but it was his grammar only that was in
fault. (No, no.) The third class would com-
prise married men and widowers between 18
and 45, and the next would be composed of
all between the ages of 45 and 60. He expect-
ed, under the provisions of his Bill, to pro-
vide that the number of trained men within
the Dominion should not be less than 40,000.
The Dominion was to be divided into nine
districts, viz., Nova Scotia one, New Bruns-
wick one, Quebec three, and Ontario four,
with a staff commander at the head of each
to see that the Military regulations were
efficiently carried out. There was to be a
further division into regimental divisions ac-
cording to population, and also to geograph-
phical divisions, the population embraced
within which would furnish the whole availa-
ble militia force of the country, it being
imperative that 40,000 men should be sup-
plied each year for training. The present
volunteer force of Canada did not exceed
20,000, having diminished from the number of
31,000 enrolled during the Fenian invasion. In
New Brunswick there were 2,000, but he was
not able to ascertain the exact number in
Nova Scotia. Their existing number would
require to be swelled by drafts from the 200
regimental divisions of which he had spoken
to make up the number of 40,000. Upper
Canada would have to furnish a quota of
17,600; Lower Canada of over 13,000; New
Brunswick 4,000 and Nova Scotia 5,000. If a
sufficient number of volunteers should not
come forward to complete the required num-
[Mr. Cartier (Montreal East).]

ber, there would be a ballot for the selection
of the quota necessary. If the population
between the ages of 30 and 45 were not
sufficient, they would have to fall back upon
the respectable (laughter) portion of the com-
munity, between 45 and 60. There was power
granted for enquiry into every household as
to those eligible for duty. The enrollment was
to be made by each captain for his own
company, and not under the system of the old
assessment laws which had never worked
satisfactorily. Of all the Provinces in the
Dominion New Brunswick possessed the best
militia law, giving the greatest power of
organization. He believed that the enrollment
to be made under his measure would form
the best system ever brought in force. It was
to be made by a captain, subaltern, and
non-commissioned officer, who, as residents,
would be able to explain satisfactorily the
provisions of the enactment to those whom
they affected. The Provinces of Ontario and
Quebec contributed at least 600,000 and New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia at least 100,000,
men capable to defend their country. After
the first enrolment under the Bill, we would
be able to show the world that we had
700,000 men capable of defending the coun-
try,-of these 70,000 would be seafaring
men,-and to prove that, with regard to both
land and military resources, there were very
few powers to stand higher than ourselves. The
principal strength of England was her mari-
time power, consisting not merely of her
Royal naval power, but upon the commercial
navy, on which she could fall back, while
France was using every effort to popularize
her Imperial navy. It was not proposed that
seafaring men actively employed in their
calling should, except under emergency, be
called upon to serve, nor was it intended to
disturb in their avocations the large propor-
tion of Nova Scotia population whose employ-
ment occupied them at sea, whom, as also
those of New Brunswick, the proposed meas-
ure would subject to less onerous regulation
than that of their own Provinces, which en-
tailed large sacrifice and inconvenience. It
had been stated in the Lower Provinces, in
order to excite the prejudices of a portion of
the inhabitants, that their Militia would be
brought up to defend us here. Well, as re-
garded seafaring men and sailors, he would
say they would not be obliged to undertake
any military duty, because the best training
they could have was their actual employment
on the sea, or on our inland waters. This
measure did not profess to organize the ma-
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rine militia. This was a matter left for regu-
lation by the Governor-in-Council. At the
same time ample provision was given to en-
courage the organization of naval corps and
companies. He believed his Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick friends would find that un-
der the organization which he now submitted,
they would be subjected to less arduous mi-
litia duties than they were now subjected to
by their own laws. He was told that there
was a provision in the Nova Scotia militia
law which enabled the Governor to order the
whole population doing militia duty to drill
any number of the year. By the last order, if
he was correctly informed, the whole militia
men in Nova Scotia were obliged to undergo
militia training during five days in the year.
That is to say, between 35,000 and 40,000 men
were called to do militia duty at great incon-
venience. Under the present bill, Nova Scotia
would only be required to furnish 5,000 men
for actual militia duty. Mr. Cartier then ex-
plained that the division according to ages in
the present bill he had taken from the meas-
ure for reorganizing of the army which had
recently passed the French chambers. He was
satisfied that among the young men from 18
to 30, they would find a sufficient number to
complete the 40,000 men required to drill,
even supposing there should be no volunteer
organization. The result would be that every
two years there would be 40,000 young men
disseminated amongst all portions of Canada,
after having acquired considerable familiarity
with the use of arms, and whose training
would be found valuable if necessity should
ever again require them to be called out for
actual service. As he had already stated, not
only the 40,000 active service men, with their
officers, would be trained, but all the officers
of the reserve militia would be required to
drill with them and would thus be better
qualified for command, if in case of war or
other emergency a greater number of the
militia than those 40,000 should be called out.
If there were 200 regimental divisions, there
would be thirty officers to each regiment,
making the number of non-service officers to
be trained 6,000; if there were 300 regimental
divisions the number would be 9,000, and so
on. The active service men with their officers
and the non-service officers would all be paid
at the same rate for drill--50 cents a day.
The Bill of 1862 was defeated because it was
objected that it was too extensive, too large;
and yet when the member for Cornwall intro-
duced a measure, the first thing he asked was
an appropriation of $250,000 for the organiza-
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tion of volunteers-the largest amount which
had ever been appropriated for militia serv-
ice up to that time. In the following year,
the member for Cornwall introduced a meas-
ure providing for a still larger organization,
and requiring still larger expenditure. Since
then, very much larger expenditures had
become necessary-first, to prevent a recur-
rence of proceedings like the St. Alban's raid,
and next, to meet the Fenians; but he be-
lieved no portion of the inhabitants regretted
those expenditures. The Fenian raid had
given us, in a measure, that education as to
the question of defence, which we had not
when the Bill of 1862 was rejected. He was
bound here to pay a compliment and he did it
with great pleasure to an officer of the mi-
litia, appointed by the member for Cornwall,
he alluded to Colonel Powell. The experience
we had had of the services of that worthy
officer had proved to him that no better
appointment to office of Adjutant-General of
militia could have been made. (Hear). He
went on to express his opinion that the
Imperial Government would be satisfied with
the number which this bill provided should
be trained for active service. He then en-
larged on what might be accomplished by our
700,000 militia men. Looking at the way in
which the four millions of Southern whites
were furnishing 400,000 fighting men who de-
fended their country for four years against
twenty-four millions of the North who had
put into the fields during the war 2,600,000
men. If it should be our misfortune to fgce an
invasion even from the American nation, we
would be in a far better position to meet the
difficulty than the Southerners, for we would
have 700,000 of our own fit to bear arms
besides having the whole power of England
at our back and the sea open to us. (Hear,
hear). In the present Bill the number of
exemptions was very limited, only Judges
and Clergy were unable to bear arms, and
one or two other classes. As regarded
Quakers, they would not be required to take
part in anything connected with actual
fighting. He went on to explain that his
reason for taking the control of the Militia
Department was because its duties were ar-
duous and he desired to engage in them.
Besides, it was a diversity, and in his time he
had occupied various important positions. He
had had much to do with their educational
legislations; with their railway legislations;
with the codification of the laws, and with
the appointments to the Bench and Bar, as
was evidenced by the discussion last night.
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(Laughter). Now, he assumed control of the
Militia Department and hoped to give satis-
faction in the discharge of its duties. (Hear,
and laughter.) Now he came to the Bill of
costs-the "to be or not to be" he supposed,
of the whole scheme, and as he approached
this portion of the subject, he warned honour-
able gentlemen not to place too much faith
in newspaper statements concerning the ex-
penses of the militia organization. Before go-
ing further he desired to call the attention of
the member for Chateauguay to another sub-
ject germane to this-fortification. That was a
question of money, and when the Bill before
the House was discussed on its second read-
ing, he proposed then to explain the Gov-
ernment measure regarding fortifications. He
would state the amount of money which
would need to be expended by the Dominion
to complete the fortification required of them
by the Imperial Government. He would not
say a word as to this expenditure at present,
but would merely ask honourable gentlemen
on both sides of the House not to let them-
selves be frightened beforehand-let them
wait for his statement, and he was sure they
would be delighted with it. (Laughter.) Before
alluding to the bill of costs, he would lay
before the House a statement of the militia
expenditure for the late Province of Canada
since 1864 and '65. In that year the appro-
priation for militia service was, in round
numbers, $384,000. Then arose the necessity
for reorganizing the militia, in consequence of
the St. Alban's raid, and hence the expendi-
ture in that year reached $744,000; and there
had to be a vote of credit given in order to
cover the amount expended in excess of the
appropriation. In the year 1865 and '66, the
year of the Fenian invasion, there was anoth-
er large and unexpected expenditure for mi-
litia services. The sum voted for that purpose
was $470,000, while the expenditure amount-
ed to £1,285,000; for the deficiency Parliament
had again to give a Bill of Indemnity. Since
then honourable gentlemen would be aware
the organization of this force had to be kept
up to the standard of 1866 in consequence of
Fenian movements. Indeed it would appear as
if they were moving all the time. Well, in
1866 and 1867 the amount appropriated was
$1,887,000, and the money actually spent
$1,700,000; and now for the present year, that
is from July last to July next, there was an
appropriation necessary including $140,000 to
Nova Scotia, and $80,000 to New Brunswick.
He could not get from these Provinces an ac-
curate statement of their expenditure, but

[Mr. Cartier (Montreal East).J

estimated it at three figures; but including
these, an expenditure of $1,148,000 would be
necessary, besides $470,000 for the house ac-
commodation, etc., necessary for the ammuni-
tion they bought from the Imperial Govern-
ment. The $1,148,000 was, in fact, ordinary
expenditure. The whole amount of Military
expenditure during the current year with
these claims paid by the Imperial Govern-
ment, and for which they would have to be
reimbursed, would amount to $1,421,000. Dur-
ing the last three years, it would thus be seen,
they had spent on an average more than
$1,500,000 on the inilitia, and there was some-
thing to show to their credit on account of
this large expenditure. The Government of
Canada had in store paid for $447,000 worth
of property in the hands of the militia and
volunteers; and they had $828,000 clothing,
etc. Then they had the value of the drill-
sheds in the two provinces, Upper and Lower
Canada, amounting to $81,000. The value of
their gunboats was $33,000, making in all
$1,389,000 that belonged to the Government
of Canada.

Mr. Mackenzie inquired if the amount set
down for drill-sheds was the sum paid by
Government or the local value of these
sheds. The municipalites, it should be remem-
bered, paid half their costs.

Hon. Mr. Cartier would answer the ques-
tion fully another day. The municipalities, it
was true, contributed their share, but he
believed the property became that of the
Government, but he would make enquiry
about it. Government at all events owned
about one-third the value of the drill sheds.
Now the aggregate of all the property belong-
ing to the Militia department was $1,400,000,
and supposing $40,000 were deducted from
that for the share given by the municipalities
in the drill sheds, $1,360,000 worth of proper-
ty would be left to represent a portion of the
expenditure, of which he had just spoken. He
believed the member for Chateauguay did not
believe in the usefulness of such property as
not paying a dividend. But inasmuch as it was
appropriate, for the defence of the country, it
was really yielding a larger dividend to the
principal of the Dominion.

It being six o'clock the House rose.

Afler the recess,

Hon. Mr. Cartier resumed his speech. The
measure which he was about to introduce, if
it became law, would have afforded the
means of protection and defence required
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during the last three years, but at a greatly
reduced expenditure. Should there be another
Fenian invasion, they should be met with still
stronger force than on the previous occasion
They would make known by their fortifica-
tions and militia measure that they were
determined to be British-(hear)-that they
would acknowledge no other sovereign. He
felt sure that if it were necessary to carry out
an expensive measure of defence, the House
would sanction it. (Hear). His measure was an
economical one, and would commend itself to
the House. He would now proceed to speak of
the bill of costs. In the first place, he intend-
ed extending the military schools; for having
introduced these military schools in the late
Province of Canada, the member for Corn-
wall deserved every credit. These schools in
Toronto, Montreal, Quebec and Kingston had
been attended with most satisfactory results.
He desired that native military talent should
be employed as much as possible, for there
were many men in Upper and Lower Canada
who understood training well. Into the sister
Provinces of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia
the benefits of these schools were to be ex-
tended, and in his appropriation he would ask
sufficient to enable schools to be established
there. He would have to provide for the
salary of the Adjutant-General, and Deputy
Adjutant-General, and officers required for
that department, and would also have to
provide for nine district Deputy Adju-
tants-General, with their necessary staff, and
also for six Brigade Majors. Now for this
department salaries, including the department
of the Adjutant-General at Ottawa, his depu-
ty and clerk, and the Deputy Adjutant-
General at the head of the several districts
which he had mentioned, with their staff-the
whole expenditure, in fact, would be $54,000.
To this had to be added the sum for Brigade
Majors. Under this head, in the late Province
of Canada, the expenditure had been $19,000.
In addition to the officers then required, six
more had to be appointed for Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick, making the whole
amount $25,000 for contingencies. He provid-
ed the sum of $45,000 for accidents to which
the force was liable at drill. The average sum
voted by the late Province of Canada had
been $2,000, and this sum, he was happy to
say, had only been to a small extent drawn
on. Hence, he thought, $3,000 would be ample
for the Dominion. Ammunition was set down
at $50,000; military schools, $120,000, in the
late province of Canada. The average expen-
diture in each military school had been $20,-
000, the four schools costing $80,000. To this
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he proposed to add $40,000 for the same
service in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia.
This brought him to the large item of
clothing. Of course, as he explained, the
Government had already in store an amount
belonging to the volunteers, and doubtless
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia had also
property in this way, but he had yet no data
in this matter. Well, for this service he
proposed to ask $75,000. It was, he might say,
presumed the clothes of a militia man lasted
5 years, but that did not prove to be the case.
Then, again, presuming there would be at
least 20,000 volunteers organized, their cost
for sixteen days drill would be $160,000 and
for their horses there would be an expendi-
ture of $15,000. With regard to the service
companies, he would not ask an appropriation
exceeding the expenditure for eight days'
drill for the first year. He made his calcula-
tion on 20,000 service militia men, at eight
days, making $124,000; and then there were
6,000 officers. First, he intended these should
receive $1 a day; but, ultimately, it was
resolved to put ail the officers on the reserve
volunteer force on 50 cents per day, and
consequently the expenditure under this head
would be reduced. At $1 per day each, the
6,000 officers would cost $48,000; but, as he
said, the allowance had been reduced one-
half.

Mr. Mackenzie-Surely the honourable
gentleman does not put 6,000 officers to 20,000
men.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said he alluded to the
active and service militia men. By the Bill he
introduced, he supposed the country divided
into 200 battalions, with 30 officers for each
battalion, making 6,000. The transport of the
service militia, taking the ballot and un-
foreseen expenses, he set down at $33,000,
taking the enrolment $32,000; and this would
be done by the captain of every company
division, who would receive a sum to make a
census according to the number of militia
men to be enrolled. After the first enrolment,
the Government would have of course better
data to go on. For the Brigade Majors, the
estimated expense was $25,000, the sum for-
merly voted for this purpose by the Province
of Canada. Then for Drill Inspectors, $50,000
was required.

Mr. Mackenzie-That is more than half as
much as last year.

Hon. Mr. Cartier replied that this was
owing to the extra provision for New Bruns-
wick and Nova Scotia, and also to provide
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for the increasing population in Quebec and
Ontario. Military stores, great coats and ac-
coutrements came next-$55,000 altogether.
'The whole service to be performed under his

iil3 came to an expense of $900,000 and no
more. (Laughter.) Of course, he had not in-
cluded any amount which the Dominion
Parliament might choose to appropriate for
,drill sheds, for the policy of the late Gov-
ernment of Canada in that respect ought to
be, and he hoped would be, carried out. Now,
in conclusion, he would say he was almost
ashamed of coming before that great House
of Commons, and asking so small an amount
of money to enable him to perform so great a
service. (Laughter.)

Mr. Mackenzie-The honourable gentle-
man has not often sinned in that direction.
(Laughter.)

Hon. Mr. Cartier knew he had been a
sinner; but thought for this measure, at al
events, he deserved praise. He thought he
would deserve credit for maintaining 40,000
men and 6,000 officers in a state of efficiency
at the small charge of $900,000. The member
for Chateauguay was no doubt astonished
-(laughter)--but that sum was al he (Mr.
Cartier) meant to ask for.

Mr. Mackenzie-In calculating the ex-
penses last year, the honourable gentleman
included the expenditure on gunboats-an
item of $153,000, and with the view apparent-
ly that his present measure should contrast as
favourably as possible with that before in
force. He had omitted to include any expense
under this head.

Hon. Mr. Cartier would explain gladly.
Last year gunboats had to be purchased;
hence the expenditure. Now the Government
had two gunboats, and needed no vote of
consequence for that service. Besides, all the
expenditure for the gunboats would be pro-
vided by the Imperial Governinent.

In answer to John Sandfield Macdonald,

Hon. Mr. Cartier said it was provided with
regard to the assembling of service companies
that it should be done by regulations enacted
from time-to-time, to suit each district. He
would add that perhaps the $900,000 asked
for would not be spent in this case. A portion
might be applied to the procuring of tents to
shelter the service companies. From a state-
ment of prices before him he found that the
English price for 2,000 regimental division
tents, officers and privates, would amount to
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$86,000. It was also provided by the Bill that
the Governor-in-Council should make regula-
tions with regard to the carrying out of the
measure, and these regulations would be laid
before Parliament during the first twenty or
thirty days of the session. With regard to the
enrolment in time of war, every one would be
obliged to serve, with the privilege of secur-
ing a substitute. In time of peace every man
will be obliged to serve, but can supply a
substitute or pay $30.

In reply to Hon. Mr. Holion,
Hon. Mr Cartier said that before the sec-

ond reading, the correspondence respecting
the organization of the Militia and For-
tifications of the country would be brought
down to the House, as also the laws of New
Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Canada, to assist
in the discussion of this measure.

Mr. F. Jones asked if any provision were to
be made to prevent military cadets from
leaving the country, after receipt of their
education to serve under foreign powers.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said that there was no
law or principle under which the action of
any portion of the adventurous portion of the
country could be justly controlled, nor did he
recognize the desirability of attempting to
circumscribe the area of the exuberant activi-
ty of the population, whose deeds of arms
abroad, whether in America, in Mexico, or in
Italy, would tend to throw lustre on the land
of ther education. (Loud cheers.) With re-
gard to the French Canadian gentlemen who
had left for the defence of the Chair of His
Holiness, he would only say that they had
not, as he understood, desired to fight against
a friendly country, but only against the
Fenians of Italy. (Laughter and cheers.) His
Holiness was the greatest enemy in Chris-
tendom to Fenianism, and had when he (Mr.
Cartier) and Mr. McGee had had the honour
of an interview with him, said "I hope, my
dear child, that you have no longer any
trouble from those Yankee Fenians." (Loud
and prolonged cheering.) He moved for leave
to introduce the Bill amid continued ap-
plause.

Mr. Jones (Leeds) in reply to the Hon. Mr.
Cartier, said that he had no idea that his
question would have excited the Hon. Min-
ister of Militia to so great an extent; but he
hoped the great mental exertions of the
honourable gentleman would not impair his
physical constitution. The House had, how-
ever, derived one advantage from the question
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which he (Mr. Jones ) had proposed, and that
was a manifestation of earnestness and elo-
quence from the Hon. Minister of Militia,
such as we had not previously heard from
that honourable gentleman. It appears,
however, that the Minister of Militia had not
fully comprehended his meaning, although he
(Mr. Jones) had attempted to make himself
clearly understood. When it was proposed,
this year, to ask the House for a grant of
$110,000 for Military Schools, which is no less
than $40,000 more than what was required
last year, he (Mr. Jones) was desirous of
knowing whether any guarantee would be
required from young men attending those
schools, so that after receiving military in-
struction at the expense of the public, they
would not leave Canada for the purpose of
engaging in the military service of any for-
eign power, whether of Italy or any other. I
regret that the honourable gentleman in an-
swering this question should so far deviate
from the subject before the House, as to enter
upon a discussion of the relative merits of the
Pope and Garibaldi. The honourable gentle-
man in answering the question, stated young
men educated for the various professions
were at liberty to leave the country at any
time, and to locate themselves in any part of
the world, and that the same liberty should
be allowed to young men who wished to
gratify their military ambition. Now the
Minister of Militia must see that there is no
analogy existing between the case of young
men who have received instruction at the
public expense of our Military Schools, and
that of other young men who have at their
own expense prepared themselves for differ-
ent professions. But we have no knowledge
that young men have ever left Canada in
organized bodies of lawyers or doctors for the
purpose of engaging in the defence of any
foreign power whatever. Let us suppose that
this principle of volunteering for the defence
of foreign powers should be carried out more
extensively, and that young men of Ontario,
who have received military instruction at the
public expense, should engage in the service
of Garibaldi, and leave Canada in organized
bodies to fight on the side of political liberty
in Italy, then we should behold the sad spec-
tacle of Canadians educated at the expense of
the Canadian public fighting the battles of
contending parties on Italian soil. Now, is this
what the people of Canada are to be taxed for
to the extent of $110,000 a year to furnish
soldiers for the service of the Pope and

Garibaldi? What I contend for, Mr. Speaker,
is, that we have neither men nor money to
spare to furnish soldiers for any power what-
ever; but that Canadians should be en-
couraged to remain in our own country to
assist in defending Canadian soil in time of
danger, and in maintaining British power on
this continent. (Cheers).

Hon. J. S. Macdonald alluded to the meas-
ure of 1862 as showing the distaste of the
people of Canada to being coerced into mili-
tary service. He believed that in the ab-
sence of danger the present or any other
measure introduced would be a dead letter as
regarded the mass of the militia; but let
danger once arise, and every man in Canada
would be prepared to rush to arms in defence
of his home and country. He alluded to the
heartiness with which large appropriations
for the defence of the country had been
carried in the House, and the unanimity with
which this action of the representatives had
been regarded by the people. The Minister of
Militia had drawn a glowing picture of the
valorous deeds which would be achieved by
the 700,000 fighting men whom Canada could
place in the field, but he knew well that this
Bill did nothing for the military training of
this body of men, except the civil service
men.

He then alluded to the violent attacks
made on himself by Mr. Cartwright and
other gentlemen on the opposite side, be-
cause of the alleged short-comings of his
measure. The gentlemen drew their in-
spiration from a dispatch from the Colonial
Office requiring Canada to maintain 50,000
men in a state of efficient drill. Among
others who made incessant attacks on him,
because his patriotism did not reach that
pitch, was the present Minister of Finance.
He wished to know what these gentlemen
would find it incumbent on them to say now,
when under circumstances more menacing of
danger, and with two other Provinces added
to the Union, the Minister of Militia was now
content with 40,000 men. (Hear, hear.) He
proceeded to read passages from the Duke of
Newcastle's despatch, which, besides requir-
ing 50,000 men, demanded that we should set
apart a certain sum of money for purposes of
defence for five years beyond the domain of
our own Parliament and under the control of
the Imperial Government. He referred to the
prompt answer given by his Government,
that the people of his country would adhere
to the principle that when they raised money,
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they should have the disposal of it them-
selves, and that it was beyond the resources
of this country that 50,000 men should be
drilled in the manner proposed. He and the
honourable gentlemen who were his col-
leagues had now the satisfaction of finding
that the principles they had laid down in
regard to the number of men and the expense
they would incur, and which met the hostility
of the gentlemen opposite, were the very
principles of the measure now submitted.
(Hear, hear.) The Bill, from the explanations
which had been given, he thought should
receive the support of the House. The only
material difference between it and his own
measure was as to the machinery of enroll-
ment, his measure in that regard did not cost
the country anything, while by the present
bill $22,000 was asked for the enrolment of
captains. He did not know what the gentle-
men who formed the regular opposition might
say of the Bill, but to his own mind the
general outlines of it which had been submit-
ted were satisfactory, it was in fact a carry-
ing out of the measure of his (Mr. Sandfield
Macdonald's) Government. He proceeded to
refer to the great interest taken by Lord
Monck in militia matters and the assistance
he had received from him in preparing his
measure. He then expressed satisfaction at
hearing the complimentary language in which
the Minister of Militia had referred to Col.
W. Powell, for whose appointment he (Mr.
Sandfield Macdonald) had been at the time
condemned by gentlemen opposite in un-
measured terms. It was a lesson to public
men that when they made up their minds
they were right (and he well knew that Mr.
Powell's business abilities fitted him for the
position), they should go ahead, and the day
would come when they would be compensat-
ed for the abuse which at the time they
might receive.

Mr. Mackenzie said he had anticipated,
from the known proclivities of the Minister
of Militia, that he would have submitted a
very different Bill from that which had been
actually presented to the House. As that
honourable gentleman had frequently de-
clared that he never regretted anything he
did, be had expected we would have had the
famous Lysons Bill presented again. He sup-
posed the people generally would not be
sorry that this expectation had not been real-
ized. (Hear). But taking a cursory view of the
scheme as presented, he thought it was either
too little or too much. It appeared to him that

[Mr. J. S. Macdonald (Cornwall).]

the sum of money to be appropriated was far
more than enough to accomplish the results
sought to be obtained. The Bill, therefore,
was insufficient as regarded what it would
achieve; or it was too dear for what we
would get. He was glad, however, to infer
from what had fallen from the Minister of
Militia, that he had succeeded in satisfying
the English Government, and also the Com-
mander of our Militia, Col. Macdougall, who,
it was rumoured, had prepared a Bill very
different from this in its character. He could
not enter to-night into any discussion of de-
tails, until be had the Bill before him, to
contrast it with the present law; but he
would say that so far as the gentlemen on the
side of the House with whom he generally
acted were concerned, the Minister of Militia
would receive from them no factious opposi-
tion in this matter more than in any other
matter; but that they would be prepared to
support the Government in any Military ex-
penditure which might be considered neces-
sary, when the defence of the country and
the honour of the empire were concerned.
(Hear, hear). Mr. Mackenzie then referred to
the different treatment given by gentlemen
opposite to the Government of the member
for Cornwall at the time when they laid
down their policy on the question of defence,
in the despatch which had been alluded to,
and which he characterized as the best writ-
ten state paper which be had ever seen
emanating from this country. He then re-
ferred to a remark of Mr. Cartier as to the
number of the seafaring population of Great
Britain, and gave the correct figures, showing
that Britain and ber colonies, in the com-
merce and marine, had afloat on the sea a
total of 432,000 men, and said that those
figures were consoling when they read the
rant occasionally spoken of in the United
States about the decadence of the British
power. (Cheers). He closed by stating that he
would embrace the opportunity afforded by
the second reading of the Bill, to give at
greater length his views on the measure and
the question of defence generally.

Hon. Mr. Dorion contrasted the features of
this Bill with the existing law introduced by
the Government of which he was a member,
and charged that this measure put restric-
tions to volunteering by confining the number
of volunteers in any regimental division to the
quota that division was required to furnish.
In districts where the quota was not fur-
nished by volunteering, resort would be had
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to the ballot, by this Bill therefore the com-
pulsory system was substituted for the volun-
teer system. He saw no good reason for such
a change, on the contrary, he thought every
encouragement should be given to volunteer-
ing.

Hon. Mr. Cariier made some remarks in
reply to observations by previous speakers.
He said although he and his friend had found
fault with the shortcomings of the member
for Cornwall, they had voted for it. He hoped
similar treatment would be accorded to the
measure he now introduced, even by those
who might be disposed to criticize some of its
features.

Mr. Cartwright was as firmly convinced as
ever that the conduct of the Parliament in
refusing the measure of 1862 was unpatriotic
and such as had injured the country.

In reply to Mr. Blanchef,

Hon. Mr. Cariier said the volunteer service
was reduced from five to three years, with
the privilege of leaving on six months notice,
except when on actual service. They would
have no remuneration save that of the feeling
of honour consequent on the faithful dis-
charge of their duty. The Governor had pow-
er to divide the country into geographical and
regimental divisions. The battalions were to
be formed of all the service and volunteer
companies. The country was divided into 9
districts, these to be sub-divided into regi-

mental divisions, and again into company
divisions. It is proposed that Lower Canada
be divided into three districts; Ontario four
districts, and New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia one district. He further explained that
he intended to move the second reading of
the Bill for Easter Tuesday before the House
adjourned.

Mr. Mackenzie called attention to the dou-
ble cost entailed in printing the several Bills
of the House, such as this, which had been
sent to other than the House printers, and
was also printed by the latter. The work was
thus done at double cost.

Sir John A. Macdonald replied that gener-
ally the Government sent their work to the
House contractors, who were worthy and reli-
able men; but occasionally Government Bills
were sent to the Queen's printer.

Bill read a first time, and ordered for a
second reading on the 14th of April.

Hon. Mr. Holton complained that no esti-
mates were yet forthcoming. It was high time
that this tariff policy, which they declared
their intention of re-opening, should be
before the country.

Sir J. A. Macdonald replied that the Fi-
nance Minister was preparing his measures
with as much speed as could be made with
Bills involving such a great amount of labour.

The House adjourned at 10 minutes to 2.
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Wednesday, April 1, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at three
o'clock.

QUESTIONS

It was elicited from Ministers in reply to
the understated questions, viz.:

CANADIAN VESSELS

Mr. Stephenson-Whether it is the inten-
tion of the Government to impose a duty
upon repairs made to Canadian vessels while
in American ports; and also whether the Gov-
ernment have considered and decided as to
the propriety of imposing a tax upon Ameri-
can built vessels upon their being registered
in Canadian ports?

Hon. Mr. Rose said the question of impos-
ing a duty upon repairs made to Canadian
vessels upon their being registered in
Canedian ports was under the consideration
of the Government, and their policy on the
subject would be explained during the pres-
ent session.

CANADIAN FISHING INTERESTS

Hon. Mr. Campbell-Whether the Govern-
ment is in possession of any and what
information touching the imposition by the
United States Government of additional du-
ties on British caught fish, or of any other
changes prejudicial to the fishing interests of
the Dominion; and also whether it is the
intention of the Government to impose any,
and what additional tonnage duty on United
States fishing vessels?

Sir John A. Macdonald said the Govern-
ment had information of certain changes in
the United States Customs regulations pre-
judicial to Canadian fishing interests, and the
whole subject was now engaging their atten-
tion. As regarded the intentions of the Gov-
ernment to impose additional tonnage duty
on United States fishing vessels, it would be
improper for the Government to answer that
part of the question.
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SPENCER WOOD

Mr. Bodwell-Whether it is the intention
of the Government to keep up Spencer
Wood, as well as Rideau Hall, for the ac-
commodation of His Excellency, the Gover-
nor-General, and to make the expenses of his
contemplated removal to Quebec, at the close
of the Session, and return, chargeable as
heretofore to the Consolidated Fund?

Hon. Mr. McDougall said the property
known as Spencer Wood was being kept up
until its ultimate fate-whether it should be
sold or go to the Local Government-should
be decided. As to the Governor's contemplat-
ed removal to Quebec at the close of the
session, or return to England, he knew noth-
ing.

SUNDAY WORK

Mr. Bodwell-Whether it is the intention
of the Government to adopt any meas-
ures to prevent traffic on the Carillon and
Grenville Canal on Sunday?

Hon. Mr. McDougall said Government
would continue to make arrangements as far
as possible for preventing traffic on the Ca-
rillon and Grenville Canal on Sunday.

BUST OF ROBERT BALDWIN

Mr. Beafy-Whether the Government has
taken any steps in compliance with the
address of the House of Assembly on the 10th
August, 1866, for the procuring of a bust of
the late Hon. Robert Baldwin?

Sir John A. Macdonald said the Govern-
ment had not taken any steps in compliance
with the address of the House of Assemubly of
10th August, 1866, for procuring a bust of the
late Robert Baldwin. A number of Ministers
having gone to England shortly afterwards,
the matter had escaped their attention, and
had only been recalled to his mind by seeing
the arrival of the bust of Col. Taché.

MARRIAGE LAWS

Mr. Mackenzie moved an adress for cor-
respondence with the Local Governments
concerning the present state of the marriage
laws.
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ESSEX ELECTION

Mr. Sproat moved that the petition of
Messrs. Sproatt and others, electors of Essex,
complaining of the poll books and other im-
proper practices, at last election in Essex, be
referred to the Committee on Privileges and
Elections. Carried.

BANK OF MONTREAL

Hon. Mr. Hol±on moved that it be ordered
that copies of all correspondence between the
Minister of Finance and the Bank of Mon-
treal, respecting the sale of Dominion Stock,
be laid before this House, etc.

Hon. Mr. Rose said he must oppose the
motion. The Government were willing to give
the fullest information as to the plan adopted
in bringing the scheme before the public, and
as to amount issued, the rates at which it was
issued, and the number of persons to whom
the stock was allotted; but when the question
was up the other night, the House affirmed
the principle that it was improper to give the
names of any persons or corporations who
either had bidden for the stock or had it
assigned to them, and to that principle the
Government adhered. He also contended that
the banks were not bound by their charters
to give such information as was now asked.
He begged to take this opportunity of stating,
with reference to remarks he made in the
former debate, that all the stock had been
given out at par or not under par.

Hon. Mr. Hol±on said the argument of the
Minister of Finance the other day was that it
would be inconvenient if not improper to
disclose the names of private parties who had
been allottees of the stock. The House had
affirmed that view, and he (Mr. Holton) did
not wish to disturb the decision then arrived
at. But in this motion there was no reference
either to private parties or even to corpora-
tions, except the one great corporation which
was in such intimate connection with the
Government. As to the question of public
policy, he thought the House should insist on
knowing all about the connection of the
Government with its financial agents here as
well as in England. The impression created
by the refusal of the Finance Minister to
assent to his motion of a few days ago was
that his scheme, so far as the general public
was concerned, had been an utter failure,
that he had not succeeded in getting the
general public to subscribe to any considera-
ble amount. The effect of his refusing to
grant this motion to-day would be to

strengthen the conviction that the Bank of
Montreal had obtained undue favour in these
as im previous negotiations, else why withhold
the information.

Mr. Blake said whatever force there might
have been in the general reasoning brought
to oppose the motion made a few days ago, it
could be of no force when applied to refusing
information with regard to transactions be-
tween the Governient and its financial
agents. He thought it would be unfortunate if
Government would not accede to that.
Whatever connection there might have been
between the Bank of Montreal and the
Government in the way of the bank becoming
recipient of this stock should be disclosed. A
refusal would warrant the inference that
there had been some transaction between
them and their financial agents which they
were unwilling to disclose.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said that while the
Bank of Montreal was the financial agent of
the Dominion, it was a monetary institution
no more bound to disclose its private business
to the public than any other bank. The first
part of the motion, requiring the production
of all correspondence between the Minister of
Finance and the Bank of Montreal, as to
Dominion stock, was altogether indefensible.
A great deal of such correspondence must be
necessarily confidential. Suppose there was a
correspondence with Baring's & Glyn's as to
placing the loan for the Intercolonial; at first
Baring might take one view and Glyn anoth-
er; and there must be a good deal of prelimi-
nary correspondence before the proposition
were put into a shape to be a basis for official
action. Monetary men and institutions would
decline to enter into such correspondence
unless it was to be conducted in a free
confidential manner. As a general rule, the
official documents brought down were merely
the final results.

Mr. Mackenzie said in the early part of the
session the Minister of Finance appealed to
himself and others on that side to assist in
saving him from the clutches of the Bank of
Montreal. He (Mr. Mackenzie) tendered him
his best efforts to save him, but the honoura-
ble gentleman ought to afford a fair oppor-
tunity of doing so. This motion had been
made in the honourable gentleman's own in-
terest, and he resisted it. Perhaps during the
long recess the institution he was so anxious
that they should save him from, had brought
him to his knees-(hear, hear)-and he was
therefore obliged to refuse the information
which Parliament had a right to demand. He
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had never before heard the doctrine laid
down that correspondence affecting the
monetary interests of the country between
the Government and any monetary institution,
should not be laid before Parliament. He did
not see why the whole correspondence, which
might take place with Baring's & Glyn's with
respect to the loan for Intercolonial, should
not be made public, unless there was an idea
there was to be some corruption in the pro-
ceedings which it was desirable to conceal.
In refusing information of this kind, the Gov-
ernment were assuming an autocratic power
which did not belong to them. They might as
well assume the whole legislative authority.

Hon. Mr. GalI expressed his concurrence in
the view of the Government that they were
not bound to give up the names of parties
who tendered for stock, or to whom it was
allotted. He could not imagine, however, that
there was anything in the transaction with
the Bank of Montreal which required to be
concealed, and he thought the Minister of
Finance might as well tell the House, without
any return, whether the Bank of Montreal
got any, or what amount of stock, and on
what terms they got it.

Hon. Mr. Smith supported the motion. He
considered that the Government held their
places as servants of the people and to ad-
vance the interests of the people, and the
people were entitled to be made acquainted
with their public transactions.

Mr. Blake said the Minister of Justice had
defended the refusal of the correspondence
with the Bank of Montreal on the ground of
its being confidential. The public ought to
know whether the Bank had made anything
in consequence of the advice which they gave
in confidence.

Mr. Parker said if the banks withdrew
their capital from carrying on the business of
the country, to promote which they got their
charters, and invested it in stock of this
description, the country should know it. It
was especially necessary that such informa-
tion should be furnished with regard to the
Bank of Montreal, on account of its being the
financial agent of the country. There was an
uneasy feeling in the country with reference
to the connection between the Government
ad the Bank of Montreal; and when a de-
mand on the Government for information
was refused, and the refusal was coupled
with the admission that there had been pri-
vate correspondence on this matter and oth-
ers between the Government and the Bank,
the public would be likely to come to the
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conclusion that there was something warrant-
ing great suspicion on this and other transac-
tions which were taking place.

The question was then put, and the House
divided, when the motion was lost. Yeas, 58;
Nays, 92:

Yeas-Messrs. Anglin, Bechard, Blake,
Bodwell, Bolton, Bourassa, Bowman, Burpee,
Cameron, (Huron), Cameron (Inverness),
Cheval, Coffin, Connell, Coupal, Currier,
Dorion, Drew, Ferris, Fisher, Forbes, Fortier,
Geoffrion, Godin, Holton, Huntington,
Kempt, Kierzkowski, McDonald (Glengarry),
McDonald (Antigonish), McDonald (Lunen-
burg), Macfarlane, Mackenzie, McConkey,
MeLellan, MeMonies, Metcalfe, Mills, Morison
(Victoria, O.), Oliver, Paquet, Parker, Ray,
Redford, Ross (Victoria, N.S.), Rymal, Savary,
Senecal, Smith, Snider, Sproat, Stirton,
Thompson, (Haldimand), Thompson (Ontario),
Wells, White, Whitehead, Workman, Young.
-58.

Nays-Messrs. Abbott, Archambeault, Ault,
Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, Benoit, Bertrand,
Blanchet, Bodwell, Bown, Brousseau, Brown,
Caldwell, Campbell, Carling, Caron, Cartier,
Cartwright, Cayley, Chamberlin, Chauveau,
Cimon, Colby, Costigan, Crawford (Brock-
ville, Crawford (Leeds), Daoust, De Ni-
verville, Desaulnier, Dobbie, Dufresne,
Dunkin, Ferguson, Fortin, Galt, Gaucher,
Gaudet, Gendron, Gibbs, Grant, Gray, Har-
rison, Holmes, Howland, Huot, Hurdon, Ir-
vine, Jones (Leeds Grenville), Keeler,
Kirkpatrick, Langlois, Langevin, Lapum,
Lawson, Little, Macdonald (Cornwall),
Macdonald, Sir J. A. (Kingston), McDonald
(Middlesex), Masson, (Soulanges), Masson
(Terrebonne) McCallum, McCarthy, Mc-
Dougall, McGee, McMillan (Vaudreuil),
Morris, Morrison (Niagara), Munroe, O'Con-
nor, Perry, Pinsonneault, Pope, Pouliot,
Rankin, Read, Renaud, Rose, Ross (Cham-
plain), Ross (Dundas), Ross (Prince Edward),
Scatcherd, Shanly, Stephenson, Street, Syl-
vain, Tilley, Tremblay, Wallace, Walsh,
Webb, Wilson, Wood,--92.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILROAD SURVEY

Mr. Jones (Leeds), moved an address for a
statement of the expenses connected with the
survey of the Intercolonial Railroad since the
appointment of Mr. Sandford Fleming in
1863-Carried.

PRINCE OF WALES

Mr. Bown moved an address for copies of
accounts rendered to the Department of
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Public Works, for services, etc. in the town of
Brantford on the occasion of the visit of the
Prince of Wales-Carried.

DUTY ON HOPS

Mr. Colby moved an address for memorials
addressed to the Government on the subject
of the duty on hops.-Carried.

HEMLOCK TIMBER

Mr. Pope moved the appointment of a
special committee to inquire into and report
upon the best means of protecting hemlock
timber, to consist of Messrs. Dunkin, Wood,
Huntin gton, Bown, Masson, Senecal,
Beaubien and the mover-Carried.

RAILWAYS

Mr. McConkey moved an address for sun-
dry returns as to the cost, the traffic, working
expenses, etc. of the railways of the Do-
minion-Carried.

LOWER CANADA CIRCUIT COURTS

Mr. Paquet moved for a return of moneys
received by the Clerks of the Circuit Courts
in the Province of Quebec, in virtue of Sec-
tion 32 of Chapter 109, Consolidated Statutes
of Lower Canada-Carried.

PENSIONS

Mr. Connell moved for a return of pensions
paid by the late Province of Canada, New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, for the year
ending 30th June, 1867--Carried.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE

Hon. Mr. Holion called the attention of the
Finance Minister to the fact that the Public
Accounts Committee had not yet been called
together.

Hon. Mr. Rose said the Minister of Inland
Revenue was Chairman of the Committee,
and he believed it would be called together
as soon as practicable.

NORTH-WEST TERRITORY
Mr. Mills moved an address for correspond-

ence with the Government of Ontario with a
view to obtain the surrender to the Gov-
ernment of Canada of the North-West Ter-
ritory.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said all the corre-
spondence on the subject of the North-West
Territory had been brought down in answer
to a previous address.

[Mr. Brown (Hastings West).J

Mr. Mills said when the subject of the
North-West Territory was under discussion in
the early part of the session, the House was
informed by the Minister of Public Works
that the Government of this country did not
surrender their claim to that territory, in
asking the British Government to give us
control over it. That honourable gentleman
stated he had no doubt that the territory
formed, at the time of the Treaty of Utrecht,
part of the territory of New France, surren-
dered to Great Britain by the French Gov-
ernment. If so, it must form part of the
territory of Ontario. If a separate Govern-
ment were to be established in that territory,
it appeared to him that this Government
ought to deal for it with the Government of
Ontario rather than with the Government of
Great Britain. If there had been no corre-
spondence on this subject, it appeared to him
the Minister of Public Works must have
failed in his duty.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said there had been no
such correspondence. There might be room
for difference of opinion. The boundaries of
Upper Canada on the North-West, as he un-
derstood, were fixed by law. Perhaps the
exact line had not been defined, and when
the Government claimed control of the terri-
tory, the question would become an impor-
tant one where Upper Canada ceased and
where that territory began. But at present he
saw no object to be gained by raising a
correspondence between this Government and
the Government of Ontario over that ques-
tion. If the honourable gentleman wished his
(Mr. McDougall's) views, he would say that
he believed according to the Act of 1791 the
boundaries of Upper Canada were somewhere
on the highlands to the North-West of
Thunder Bay, but it did not extend into the
Red River Valley and Valley of Lake Winni-
peg. The interior had been occupied by the
French and by the Treaty of Utrecht it
became British territory; but it remained
under the control of Great Britain, not under
our controL

The motion then dropped.

HOPS

Mr. Colby, in moving his address on hops,
complained that Canadian hops were subject
to an export duty of 5c. per lb. while hops
from the United States were imported free of
duty. Such an anomalous state of affairs
ought to be terminated as quickly as possible;
for, whether the interest of the hop grower of
the Province or of the revenue were consid-
ered, there could be but one conclusion, and
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that was that there must be reciprocity with
the United States in this matter, either reci-
procity in duties or reciprocity in free trade.
He believed he was correct in stating that
since 1864 the duty paid by Canadian hop
growers in exports to the United States had
been some $60,000, and about the same
amount was set down as the value of
Canadian imports. Hence there had been con-
siderable loss to the revenue-and in these
days, when every source of revenue was
being taken into account by the Finance
Minister, this one ought not to be overlooked.
This was a matter in which, of course, the
brewing interest was concerned, and it might
be complained that, owing to the excise laid
on brewers, they were already sufficiently
burdened. Still, if hop growers had been suf-
fering 12 or 14 years under an unjust system,
it would not be fair to ignore their claims be-
cause the brewing interest might be tempo-
rarily burdened. It was surely matter of com-
plaint that while the farmers of Vermont, for
instance, had access to two markets-the
United States and the Dominion-Canadian
farmers were, by the onerous conditions im-
posed, virtually restricted to one.

Hon. Mr. Rose said there was no objection
to the motion, and he was obliged to the
member for drawing attention to this matter
in a speech of ability. He (Mr. Rose) might
say there were numerous petitions against the
duty on hops. As to the policy of the Gov-
ernment on the matter, it would not be fair
to make any statement at present.

Hon. Mr. Anglin desired to give the House
a Lower Province view of this matter. There
they did not grow hops. They complained of
the imposition of onerous duties, to which
they had not been accustomed. Among these
was an excise duty on malt, from which their
brewers had been hitherto exempt. If in
addition the Government sought to impose a
duty on hops, he felt he was warranted in
assuring the Minister of Finance that the
disaffection existing in New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia will become intensified.

Mr. Ross (Prince Edward) hoped that the
Government of the Dominion would see that
there was a duty on American hops for the
protection of the Canadian growers. His
county was one of the largest hop growing
districts in the Dominion, and he wanted to
warn the Government that if they did not
look to this interest, they would get more
opposition on account of this one article than
they reckoned on. (Hear, hear, and laughter).

Mr. Chamberlin thought that this interest
and some of the other agricultural interests in
the frontier counties ought to be considered
in the forthcoming tariff, and that there
should be some such protection as had been
alluded to for their industry at the present
moment.

The House then rose for the recess.
After recess.

Mr. Fortin addressed the house on his
fishery motion, urging the appointment of a
special committee on the Maritime and fluvial
fisheries and sea and inland navigation.

Mr. Mackenzie objected. It appeared to
him entirely out of place at the present stage
of the session to take up so important a
subject with the view of sending for persons
and papers.

Mr. Morris differed with the member for
Lambton, and held that even though the
labours of the committee would not conclude
this session, still it was important the com-
mittee should be appointed and get to work.

Mr. D. A. McDonald was happy to support
the motion of the member for Gaspé.

Mr. Blanchet would support the motion,
believing the fisheries to be a good school for
navigation.

Mr. Coffin as great interests were at stake,
was glad a movement was being made re-
garding their fisheries. 'Such a movement
ought to have been made long since.

Hon. Mr. Holton said the subject to come
before the committee was one which they
could hardly consider. The course followed by
England under similar circumstances ought to
be followed, namely, appoint a commissioner.
It would be a less expensive and more
thorough mode of dealing with the matter
than was suggested by the member for
Gaspé.

Mr. Mackenzie explained that he had no
objection to the appointment of the commit-
tee, did not object to sending for persons
and papers, and attempting to get a complete
report on a subject of such magnitude at that
late period of the session.

Mr. Fortin said his intention was only to
get a correct statement of the extent of their
fisheries and navigation. As for the power to
send for persons and papers, he added that
because many persons, living at no great
distance, might, he thought, be brought
before the committee advantageously. Be-
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sides, there were many men in the House
who could give valuable information on the
subject.

Sir John A. Macdonald thought that by
-agreeing to the motion a valuable preliminary
report might be got up by the committee. It
would be a pity to allow the motion to stand
over for another year-for he might inform
the House that it was his intention to move,
when the House rose finally that session, that
it be prorogued till after New Year, and
probably till the 1st of February next. There
was, at the same time, much in what had
fallen from the members for Lambton and
Chateaugay.

Mr. McDonald (Lunenburg) alluded to the
bounty question as one which was of great
interest to the Lower Province people, and
one concerning which there ought to be some
declaration by the Government.

Hon. Mr. Anglin said that, as a member of
the Committee, he thought their labours
ought to be of a comprehensive character,
embracing everything relating to the fisher-
ies.

Sir John A. Macdonald, in reply to the
member for Lunenburg, said the motion was
quite wide enough to allow the Committee
full scope for their inquiries.

The motion was carried, with the following
additions to the Committee:-Ross (Prince
Edward), Fisher, Chauveau and Langlois.

PORTIONING OFF BOUNDARIES
Hon. Mr. Chauveau moved the second

reading of the Bill to annex a portion of the
Seigniory of Belair, County of Quebec, and
another portion thereof to the County of Port
Neuf. Ordered to be referred to Committee of
the Whole on Monday.

CRIMINAL LAWS

Sir John A. Macdonald then introduced the
Bills from the Commission appointed to as-
similate the criminal laws of the various
Provinces. He had adopted the principle of
separate Bills rather than a code for various
reasons, one obvious one being that in case
any particular statute were materially altered
it would be more convenient to repeal it in
toto and re-enact it than make gaps in any
code. Following the English system, therefore,
they had been divided into separate Bills.

The following Bills were then introduced
by Sir John A. Macdonald, and ordered for a
second reading on Tuesday:

Bill respecting the criminal law.
Bill for the better security of the Crown.
Bill respecting accessories to and abettors of

indictable offences.
Bill respecting offences relating to the code.
Bill respecting forgery.
Bill respecting offences against the person.
Bill respecting malicious injuries to property.
Bill respecting larceny and other similar offences.
Bill respecting procedure in criminal cases.
Bill respecting the duties of Justices of the Peace

out of sessions in regard to persons charged
with indictable offences.

Bill to regulate the sale of poisons.

CURRENCY RESOLUTIONS

On motion of Hon. Mr. Rose the report of
the Committee of the Whole on the currency
resolutions was received and concurred in.

EXTRADITION TREATY

Sir John A. Macdonald moved the House
into Committee on the Bill respecting the
treaty between Her Majesty and the Gov-
ernment of the United States for the appre-
hension and surrender of certain offenders.

Mr. Chamberlin alluded to the many
difficulties in the working out of the Extra-
dition Treaty, and concluded by saying that
he would propose an amendment to the third
clause, proving that no notice issue for extra-
dition till ten days after the committal by a
magistrate.

Sir John A. Macdonald explained that the
object of the Bill was to extend throughout
the Dominion the Act of the late Parliament
of Canada regarding extradition.

Hon. Mr. Siith objected to the Bill on the
ground of jurisdiction.

Col. Gray, Mr. Anglin, and Mr. Dunkin,
supported it.

Mr. Harrison stated that before the
Ashburton Treaty was passed at all, an Act
was passed on this subject by the Parliament
of Canada, which was even more extensive
than the Ashburton Treaty, and that Act
continued in force notwithstanding the treaty.
He agreed that the treaty should be extended
so as to include larceny, bigamy, counterfeit-
ing and rape.

The House then went into committee-Mr.
Stewart Campbell in the Chair.

The Committee rose and reported the Bill
with an amendment. Ordered for a third
reading on Friday.

The House adjourned at half-past 11
o'clock.

[Mr. Fortin (Gaspé).]
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Thursday, April 2, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at three
o'clock.

ST. HYACINTHE ELECTION

Mr. Walsh, from the General Committee of
Elections, reported the following as a select
committee to try the St. Hyacinthe election:-
Messrs. Bechard, Burton, Chamberlin, D. A.
McDonald, and Pozer, Chairman.

YAMASKA ELECTION

Mr. Casault moved that the Yamaska
Election Committee have leave to adjourn to
the 16th instant. Carried.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Sir John A. Macdonald moved that leave of
absence for one fortnight, on urgent private
business, be granted to L. McCallum, Esq., a
member of this House. Carried.

PENITENTIARIES

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald the
House went into Committee of the Whole, Mr.
Cameron (Huron) in the Chair, on the Bill
respecting penitentiaries and the directors
thereof.

The first and second clauses were adopted.

Sir John A. Macdonald, in moving the third
clause, stated that under the former Act there
were five Prison Inspectors. This Bill provid-
ed for not more than three Directors, who
would be in a great degree an administrative
body, and at the same time perform all the
duties of direction, consultation, and active
supervision. One of these Directors would be
a resident of the Maritime Provinces, and
would have charge in Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick without having to come to head-
quarters, except at certain periods, when the
whole would meet for consultation.

Hon. Mr. Dorion suggested that it might be
better to have but one Inspector; a superior
man who would have an undivided responsi-
bility.

Sir John A. Macdonald said with such an
extent of country as we have it would be
absolutely impossible for one man to do the
duty of Director. Of course there would be an
efficient man as Warden. If he and the Di-
rectors differed it would just be one opinion
against another opinion. There was a great
advantage in having a plurality of Directors
for purposes of consultation.

Mr. Mackenzie thought there would be a
risk of failure if only one man was appointed,
unless he were a man of very superior attain-
ments and judgment. He thought, however,
two would be sufficient. If there were three,
action would be taken in the vote of two
against one. With two directors there would
be the same guarantee for correct action, for
both would have to agree. In a former debate
on this Bill he had remarked on the desirabil-
ity of the penitentiary being made more self-
supporting. He found, on inquiring, that with
regard to arrangements for contracting la-
bour, the Warden had been entirely under
the control of the Prison Inspectors; and that
it would not be fair to blame him for any
failure in this respect. It was a question
whether it might not be advisable to give the
Warden greater power in matters connected
with the management of his own institution,
either as a member of the Board to be
created by this Bill, or on his own direct
responsibility.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the Warden
would give his advice, and all the benefit of
his experience and assistance to the Direc-
tors; but to give him control of the contract
for labour might expose him to charges of
favouritism and collusion. The question
whether there should be only two Directors,
rather than three, was one worthy of consid-
eration, and the Bill left the point discretion-
ary.

The third clause was then adopted.
The fourth clause was then moved. It pro-

vided that two directors should be 'a quorum,
and in case of difference of opinion at a
meeting .held in a Penitentiary in a matter
referring to such Penitentiary, the Warden
should decide between then.
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Hon Mr. Anglin said that the Warden
should not be clothed with such power.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the corre-
sponding clause in the former Act had
worked well. It enabled decisions to be ar-
rived at in matters of urgency, when the
whole Board could not be called together.

Mr. D. A. McDonald doubted the propriety
of giving the Warden such power, and said
his opinion in such a case ought, at least, to
be given in writing.

The fourth clause was adopted, and also
the succeeding clauses up to the ninth. On
that clause being moved,

Mr. Blake objected to the Court of Inquiry
appointed under it. They were here in fact
organizing the directors as a Court of
Criminal Jurisdiction but it was of limited
jurisdiction. But still that was one of the
things with which the Local Legislature had
exclusive power to deal. He thought it would
go better to leave this matter to them.

Sir J. A. Macdonald thought the suggestion
a valuable one, and made a note of it in order
to amend the Bill.

On the 29th clause,
Sir J. A. Macdonald drew attention to its

provisions, which were that an incorrigible
boy might be removed from the reformato-
ries, which were local institutions, to the peni-
tentiary, a general institution, on the warrant
of the Lieut.-Governor. The converse of this
proposition was also provided, viz., where a
minor confined in the penitentiary showed
such a disposition to reform as rendered it
desirable to remove him from the contamina-
tion of confirmed criminals, that then he
could be removed to a reformatory.

Clause 30 was adopted with the addition of
Ascension Day to the list of Roman Catholic
holidays.

After recess

Hon. Mr. Holton enquired whether the ru-
mour that the Hon. Mr. Archibald had re-
signed his position in the Government, and
whether the other rumour accompanying this
one, that he had been appointed Chairman of
the Intercolonial Railway Committee, were
correct? He was prepared to believe the first
one, because if it were not true, it certainly
ought to be, but with respect to the second it
would be somewhat extraordinary, for as yet
there was no work for the Railway Com-
missioners to do. He was sure the Govern-

ment would be glad of the opportunity of
giving an explanation on the important
points.

Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald had no objec-
tion to give the information. It was true that
Mr. Archibald had resigned, and now ceased
to discharge the duties of the office which he
had held-that of Provincial Secretary of
State, but the other, no appointment had been
made to the Board of Railway Commission-
ers.

PENITENTIARY BILL AGAIN

The House went into committee again on
the Penitentiary Bill, and having considered
the several clauses, amounting in all to 76,
the committee rose and reported progress and
obtained leave to sit again on Monday.

SECURITY TO BE GIVEN BY OFFICERS

On motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald the
House went into committee on the Bill from
the Senate respecting the security to be given
by officers of Canada-Mr. Drew in the
Chair.

The committee rose and reported the Bill
with amendments. The report was received,
the amendments read and concurred in, and
the third reading of the Bill fixed for to-mor-
row.

INQUIRIES IN PUBLIC MATTERS

The House went into committee on motion
of Sir John A. Macdonald, on the Bill from
the Senate respecting inquiries into public
matters-Mr. Stewart Campbell in the Chair.

The committee rose, the report was re-
ceived, and the third reading fixed for to-
morrow.

BILL RESPECTING THE BANKS

Hon. Mr. Rose moved that the House go
into Committee on the Bill to enable Banks in
any part of Canada to use notes of the
Dominion instead of issuing notes of their
own, and the resolution in relation to privi-
leges granted to Banks of the 27th inst. be
referred. In moving this motion, he explained
that he proposed to strike out the words
"thirteen millions of dollars" in his Bill, and
substitute "eight millions of dollars". Since
this matter was last before the House, he had
looked into the statement as the amount
which the late Government of Canada was
authorized to issue of their bills, and was
now quite prepared to accept the interpreta-
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tion put on that Act by gentlemen oppo-
site, and accept the lesser sum of $8,000,000.
(Hear, hear, and applause from the opposition
benches).

The House then went into Committee-Col.
Gray in the Chair.

The first clause was read, providing that
the Governor-in-Council might enter into an
arrangement with any of the chartered banks
in the Dominion for the surrender, on or
before June lst, 1870, of their power to issue
notes, and that in compensation for such
surrender an annual sum should be paid, not
exceeding à per cent upon the amount of its
circulation, as established with respect to any
bank in the Provinces of Quebec or Ontario,
by the monthly returns on April 30th, 1866,
etc., etc.

Hon. Mr. Holion rose and asked the Min-
ister of Finance in what position the Banks of
Ontario and Quebec would find themselves in
the event of this Bill becoming law. In conse-
quence of the agreement made by Mr.
Howland with the Bank of Montreal in 1866,
that the Bank of Montreal should be the sole
agent for the issue of the Provincial notes,
the Government was bound to give the bank
six months' notice if they desired to termi-
nate the agreement. So that, in fact, although
this Bil became law on the 15th April next,
it would remain practically a dead letter for
six months from that date, unless the Bank of
Montreal, in its great benevolence, consented
to allow the Government to enter into an
agreement with the other banks.

Hon. Mr. Rose replied that the former
agreement would not be disturbed by this
Act.

Hon. Mr. Hollon asked if on the passage of
this measure the Government would be in a
position forthwith to enter into negotiations
with any other bank, for the surrender of its
circulation, without the consent of the Bank
of Montreal.

Hon. Mr. Rose replied that, obviously, it
would be wrong to interfere, by this Bill,
with existing arrangements.

Hon. Mr. Holton-Then the House is here
placed in a most absurd position. The hands
of the Government have been deliberately
tied by a predecessor of the Finance Minister.
The hands of the Legislature are at this
moment tied by that agreement, and yet the
Government ask the House to pass a Bill, the
operation of which could be postponed by the
Bank of Montreal, as admitted by the Fi-

nance Minister, for a period of six months. It
was trifling with the flouse to ask them to
pass a Bill which, so far as banks other than
the Bank of Montreal were concerned, could
not be put into operation for six months. He
blamed the Government for having entered
into such an arrangement with the Bank of
Montreal.

Hon. Mr. Rose repeated that this Bill was
not intended to affect one way or the other
any former agreement, such as that alluded
to.

Hon. Mr. Holion asked, under the circum-
stances, what was the use of passing a meas-
ure which in this respect could not be carried
into effect.

Hon. Mr. Gali said that an agreement hav-
ing been entered into with the Bank of
Montreal based on the surrender of their
circulation, faith ought to be kept with that
institution.

Hon. J. S. Macdonald said it was no use
pressing the Finance Minister further on the
point. That honourable gentleman no doubt
had his own way of getting out of the diffi-
culty, but did not choose to indicate it at that
stage.

Mr. Blake maintained that if the first
clause passed as it stood, the obligation to the
Bank of Montreal would be wiped away by the
Legislature. If the agreement were binding,
and it were the duty of the Government to
regulate it, then the observations of the mem-
ber for Sherbrooke were correct, that the Act
ought to be shaped as to protect the Bank of
Montreal.

Hon. Mr. Rose, in response to the member
for Chateauguay, said that he had given the
only reasonable answer which could be given,
that the Government would exercise the pow-
er the clause professed to give them, in such
a way as they judge to be consistent with
existing obligations and good faith.

Hon. Mr. GalI called attention to the 5th
clause of the Bill, which he thought was
intended to give effect to any agreement
under the old Act.

Dr. Parker said it seemed to him that if the
5th clause were left out the lst clause would
repeal the arrangement with the Bank of
Montreal.

Hon. Mr. Hollon again insisted that the
Government should state whether they in-
tended to put themselves in a position at the
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earliest moment to treat with other banks
which might desire to come under this Bill.

Hon. Mr. Rose said if the Government
found there was a desire on the part of any
of the banks to come under this Bill, every
facility consistent with existing obligations
would be given them to do so.

Hon. Mr. Holion-But, will you give at
once the six months' notice of the expiration
of the arrangement with the Bank of Mon-
treal?

Hon. Mr. Rose-I cannot do so till this Bill
passes.

The clause under discussion was then
agreed to, and several subsequent clauses.

Mr. Morris moved an amendment to re-
quire each bank to furnish, in addition to the
statements now required, a statement distin-
guishing the amounts of deposits bearing in-
terest, and not bearing interest in each
Province, also of the aggregate amount of
notes and bills held under discount by each
bank in each Province.

Hon. Mr. Rose said he saw no objection to
the amendment; but he would like to con-
sult the officers of the banks as to the form,
in which it should be put and would like it to
stand over till the third reading.

Hon. Mr. Gali said he thought the Finance
Minister had failed to appreciate the effect of
the amendment when he assented to it so
readily. It would be most unreasonable to
require the banks to subdivide their assets
and liabilities in the way proposed, in order
to give a return which in no way affected the
great question of their liability to the public.

Mr. Morris, in reply to the ex-Finance
Minister, contended that the information he
sought was important, and that it could cause
the banks no inconvenience to require them
to furnish it.

Mr. Gibbs and Hon. Mr. Holion supported
the amendment.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin thought it was not
germane to this Bill.

Hon. Mr. Holton wished to know whether
the member for Sherbrooke and the member
for Brome had resolved to oppose the Gov-
ernment on this question, the Minister of
Finance having accepted the amendment as
regarded the spirit of it, and which he (Mr.
Holton) was happy to assist the Government
in accepting.

[Mr. Holton (Chateauguay).]

Hon. Mr. Gali said he did intend to oppose
the Government on this clause, and he
thought they must distrust the wisdom of
their course in accepting it when they found
themselves supported by the member for
Chateauguay. He could not see what public
interest was to be served by requiring a bank
to state what amount of notes they discount-
ed in Ontario, and what amount in Quebec.

Mr. Mackenzie hoped the Finance Minister
would persist in the course he had intimated
of accepting the amendment of the member
for Lanark, although he was afraid the influ-
ence of the member for Sherbrooke and the
Bank of Montreal would be too strong to
allow him to do so.

Mr. Pope opposed the amendment. He did
not think this prying into the affairs of banks
was necessary for the protection of public
interests.

Mr. Morris asked the Finance Minister if
he still adhered to what he had stated a
little ago.

Hon. Mr. Rose said every reasonable infor-
mation required for the public interest should
be given by the banks, and he desired his
honourable friend to let the amendment stand
over in order to arrange the terms in which it
should be expressed.

Mr. Gibbs said he presumed if banks them-
selves did not object to giving this informa-
tion the Finance Minister would not. He (Mr.
Gibbs) was satisfied there was not a bank,
except one, which would object, and he con-
sidered it was clearly for the interest of the
public that the information should be given.

The amendment was then allowed to stand
over.

The 8th clause having been read, some
amendments were made on it by the Finance
Minister so as to state that the whole amount
authorized by the Act of the Province of
Canada to be issued was eight millions, and
not thirteen millions of dollars, as at first
stated in the Bill.

Hon. Mr. Hollon asked what amount of
eight millions was available for arrangements
with banks other than the Bank of Montreal.

Hon. Mr. Rose said he believed four and a
half millions had already been issued, and
three and a half remained available.

Hon. Mr. Anglin moved an amendment to
the 8th clause, to strike out the words "and at
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that one of the said places at which they may
be respectively made payable," so that the
notes should be redeemable at whatever
branch presented.

Hon. Mr. Holion suggested that as the
House was thin, and the question a very
important one, the amendment should be only
moved now pro forma, and the discussion
taken on the reception of the report, when
the Speaker was in the Chair. The question
was one on both sides of which something
might be said. His own impression was that
Mr. Galt had made a mistake in appointing
two places of redemption, if it was good
policy to redeem at all; but if the notes were
to be redeemed in gold, he was inclined to
think there should be one place of issue and
one place of redemption.

Hon. Mr. Anglin accepted the suggestion.
The Bill was reported with amend-

ments-the report to be received to-morrow.
The House adjourned at 12 o'clock.

NOTICES

Mr. Brousseau, Monday, Bill to amend cap.
63 Consolidated Statutes of Lower Canada, in
so far as relates to the measurement and
loading of coal.

Hon. Mr. Rose, Monday. That a Select
Committee be named to consider the subject
of Banking and Currency of the Dominion, to
report thereon from time to time, with power
to send for persons, papers and records.

Mr. Gibbs, Monday. Address for a return
showing the amount of securities of all de-
scription issued by the Dominion since the lst
of July last, the rate of interest, the same
bear the nature of the securities, the terms
and conditions on which issued, and when
and by whom, amount and number of tenders
below par, ditto at par, amount accepted and
at what rate, and number of allottees and
charges paid in respect of the negotiations of
such loans, whether for commission or
brokerage.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, April 3. 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at three
o'clock.

ELECTION PETITIONS

The General Committee on Privileges and
Elections reported that the following mem-
bers had been chosen to serve upon the Select
Committee for trial of the Argenteuil election
petition, viz., Messrs. Cartwright, Daoust,
Colby, Ault, and Webb, Chairman; and that
they had appointed the following days for
trial of the undermentioned election petitions,
viz., Montreal East, 15th April; Berthier, 16th
April; Vercheres, 20th April; and Hochelaga,
21st April.

The following members were then sworn at
the table to serve upon the St. Hyacinthe
Election Select Committee, viz., Messrs.
Bechard, D. A. McDonald, Barton, Chamber-
lin, and Pozer, Chairman.

Upon the motion of Mr. Walsh, it was
resolved that the House do adjourn at six to
half-past seven this evening, to enable the St.
Hyacinthe Select Committee to sit during the
interval.

STEAMBOAT INSPECTION, ETC.

Sir J. A. Macdonald introduced a Bill
respecting the inspection of steamboats and
the increased protection to passengers there-
in, which was read a first time, and the
second reading fixed for Monday.

CIVIL SERVICE

Hon. Mr. Rose moved that on Tuesday the
House go into Committee of the Whole to
consider resolutions relative to the Civil
Service.
-Carried.

EXTRADITION TREATY

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald, the
Bill respecting the Extradition Treaty with
the United States was read a third time.

Mr. Chamberlin moved an amendment to
allow a delay of seven days within which a
prisoner might appeal to the Judges of the

Supreme Court before being extradited on a
commitment by a Magistrate. This, he said,
would prevent the recurrence of what had
happened in the Lamirande case.

Sir John A. Macdonald said that after
further consideration, since the matter was
formally before the House, he had decided
not to oppose the amendment.

The amendment was agreed to, and the Bill
then passed.

THIRD READINGS

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald, the
following Bills were also read a third time
and passed:-

Bill respecting the security to be given by
officers of Canada.

Bill respecting inquiries concerning public
matters.

COMMISSIONS AND OATHS OF OFFICE

On motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald, the
House went into Committee on the Bill re-
specting Commissions and Oaths of Office-
Mr. D. A. McDonald in the Chair.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said he proposed to
amend the form of Oath of Allegiance given
in the Bill, by striking out the words "I
hereby renounce all pardons and dispensa-
tions, etc." which words, he considered, im-
plied an unworthy suspicion on Her Majesty's
Roman Catholic subjects.

Hon. Mr. McGee expressed his great satis-
faction that these words, which had now no
force, should be omitted.

Hon. Mr. Anglin said he had intimated to
the Minister of Justice his intention of mov-
ing this amendment, and was happy he had
anticipated him.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin and Mr. Blake expressed
the opinion that it would be better to adopt
the short form of Oath of Allegiance given in
the Union Act, as follows: "I, A.B., do swear
that I will be faithful and bear true alle-
giance to Her Majesty, Queen Victoria."

Sir J. A. Macdonald- said he would post-
pone the Bill with the view of consideration
this suggestion.
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Mr. Rymal said he knew certain people
who had been charged with taking vows upon
themselves which they did not intend to
perform. (Hear, hear).

The Committee then rose and reported
progress.

DEPARTMENTAL ORGANIZATION

Sir John A. Macdonald then moved the
second reading of the Bill for the organiza-
tion of the Department of Marine and Fish-
eries on which a debate arose on the general
question of Departmental organization.

Sir John A. Macdonald, to show the impor-
tance of this Department, read from the Bill
the list of matters falling within its province,
and also a communication from Hon. Mr.
Mitchell, narrating with a good deal of
minuteness the multifarious duties devolving
on him. He then stated that in connection with
this Bill it might be well to have the general
discussion as the number of Departments and
duties assigned to them. (Hear, hear). The
first step, of course, to having an efficient
administration of public affairs was to have
an organization of departments under respon-
sible heads, these heads being members of the
Privy Council and advisers of the Crown,
with respect not only to their own depart-
ment but to the conduct of affairs generally.
Before the Union the affairs of the old
Province of Canada were administered by a
Cabinet, the number of which had come to be
nearly settled, as far as practice could settle
it, at twelve members. At the Union, new
elements were introduced, two large and im-
portant Provinces, having distinct govern-
ments and parliaments, were absorbed into
the Union. At the formation of a new Gov-
ernment the first question which had to be
considered, and which he primarily had to
consider, having had the honour to be en-
trusted with the formation of the first Min-
istry, was as to how to form an administra-
tion on principles the best calculated to work
out the Union Act. In the first place, it
seemed necessary that all the Provinces
which composed the Union should be ade-
quately represented in the Government. The
first thing to be guarded against was the
raising of sectional jealousies, and he felt that
no one individual whatever might be his
ability, his position, his standing in his own
Province, could be held to be a sufficient
representation of that Province. It was a
great support to a man, and gave him a
feeling of assurance that he was right, when

he could consult with and receive the concur-
rence of others in whom he had confidence,
who represented the same interests; and no
one man leaving his own house in the
Maritime Provinces and coming to Ottawa,
far away from those with whom he had been
accustomed to act, but must feel himself at a
loss if left to act for his own Province with-
out the countenance and support of any ane
else. It was, therefore, felt that in the forma-
tion of a new Government, New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia could not be represented in
the Cabinet by less than two for each. He
admitted that under the constitution there
was no special necessity for sectional re-
presentation in the Cabinet of the Dominion.
In the old Province of Canada, there was ex
necessitate a dual representation in the
Cabinet, each Province having an equal num-
ber of representatives; but after the Union
that necessity disappeared, the sectional
rights and privileges of each Province being
protected by its own Local Government and
Parliament. As in the Imperial Cabinet, all,
so far as the constitution was concerned,
might be Englishmen, Irishmen or Scotch-
men, so in the Dominion Cabinet, all might
be from one Province. The only thing neces-
sary was that the Cabinet, wherever its mem-
bers came from, should enjoy the confidence
of a majority of the representatives of the
people in Parliament; but as a matter of
practical arrangement in this country as in
England, in order to obtain that confidence it
was absolutely necessary that all the great
sections of the country should be represented
in the Cabinet. In looking over the lists since
1800, it would be seen that in the Cabinet of
Great Britain there had always been re-
presentatives of England, Ireland, and Scot-
land. The reason was that the people of each
section could not expect their interests to be
sufficiently attended to unless they had rep-
resentatives in Government as well as in
Parliament. It had been deemed necessary,
therefore, that there should be a full and fair
representation of every Province in the
Cabinet. Each of the Maritime Provinces hav-
ing received representatives, the least that
could be given to Quebec, with a due regard
to population, was four, while the least that
could be given to Ontario, the largest Prov-
ince of the Confederation was five. And there
was another reason for giving this number to
Upper Canada. That Province had been di-
vided into two political hostile parties, which
had been strugggling against each other for
many years. Confederation was carried by a
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junction of the political leaders and political
parties whose antecedents had been opposed
to each other, and it was felt to be desirable
that the two parties which had joined to
bring about the Union should be represented
in the Cabinet formed at its inauguration.
The Cabinet thus came to comprise thirteen
members. Sir John proceeded to discuss the
question whether it would have been desira-
ble to have some of the members of the
Cabinet merely consultative members without
portfolios. He contended that this would have
been against the well established practice of
both Canada and England, unless in such
exceptional cases as those of the Marquis of
Landsdowne and the Duke of Wellington,
whose experience made it desirable to have
them in the Cabinet, while the respect due to
their age relieved them from being entrusted
with active administrative affairs as heads of
departments. Another recent example of this
was not considered satisfactory by the British
people, and every one was pleased when Mr.
Walpole, on the formation of the Disraeli
administration the other day, was relieved of
the anomalous position of being a member of
the Cabinet without portfolio. There was
another reason why a correct principle of
representation in the Cabinet should be laid
down at the inauguration of the Dominion.
There was every prospect that at no distant
day its area would be increased, and it was
desirable therefore that the Cabinet should be
established on a large and sufficient basis,
that would not require to be altered, extend-
ed, or changed, with every addition to our
area, size, and importance. It had not been
felt in the old Province of Canada that the
Cabinet was at all too large, and of all the
departments in that Cabinet there was only
one not required for the due administration
of the affairs of the Dominion. He alluded to
the Crown Lands Department. There might
also be a reduction in the law department.
The Solicitors-General had scarcely in any
sense portfolios, except in conjunction with
the Attorneys-General, the professional
chiefs. It was believed that the interests of
the Dominion did not require more than one
legal member in the Cabinet. Sir John pro-
ceeded to enumerate the actual departments
in the Cabinet and to argue for the necessity
of each. He had already spoken of the depart-
ment of the fisheries, the organization of
which was the object of the present Bill. As
regarded the department of the Minister of
Justice, he presumed it would be admitted
that some legal officer must be a member of

the Cabinet and Attorney-General, holding
the same power with reference to the Do-
minion and its affairs as the Attorney-
General in England, having responsibilities
for legal appointments, the general state of
the law, its amelioration where necessary and
its due administration. It was therefore pro-
vided that a Minister of Justice should be
appointed, and that he should hold his com-
mission as Attorney-General as well. He
thought it would be admitted, if not before
his honourable colleague introduced the
Militia Bill the other day, at least after that
Bill was introduced, that the Militia and the
organization for defence, fortifications, etc.,
required a Minister of Militia. Of course,
there must be a Minister of Finance. Then as
regarded that department it must be obvious
to every one that it had greatly outgrown the
dimensions which could be managed by one
man. It had become necessary to sub-divide
it. The Minister of Finance must, of necessity,
be employed with the general questions con-
nected with the Revenue and Expenditure,
and he thought his honourable friend who
now ably filled that office would succeed in
convincing the House, if he had not already
done so, that all his time and more if he had
it to spare, would be occupied in attending to
this branch of the Public Administration.
Sir John A. Macdonald went on to contend
that in England there was virtually a
Treasury Board presided over by the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer, and including the
Financial Secretaries of each of the other
departments which had to do with the raising
or expenditure of money, and argued that it
was a great advantage to have a similar
board here, comprising the Receiver General,
Minister of Customs, Minister of Inland
Revenue, and Minister of Finance at its head.
He argued also that the subdivision of labour
brought about by the creation of distinct
Customs and Excise Departments formerly
included in the Financial Department, was an
important advantage. The Finance Minister,
he said, would have the responsibility of
initiating the policy of each of these depart-
ments, while to the Ministers of Customs and
Inland Revenue would belong the responsibil-
ity of administration. The whole Treasury
Board at the same time, would form a consul-
tative body; and there would be this advan-
tage, that when they recommended as a com-
bined body any policy or course of action, the
other members of the Cabinet, from the confi-
dence they could place in such a board,
would be less under the necessity of studying
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up the subject each for himself than if the
recommendation came merely on the
responsibility of an individual Minister.
Referring to an expression of dissent by the
member for Chateauguay, he said he had no
doubt that that honourable member would
some day-how soon he (Sir John) did not
know and did not wish to anticipate the
time-would some day again hold the office
of Finance Minister, and he ventured to say
he would then bless his stars that his pre-
decessors in office had introduced such a
complete subdivision of labour in that depart-
ment.

Hon. Mr. Holton said if he had expressed a
doubt, it was not to the value of subdivision
of labour, but as to the efficiency of the
Treasury Board.

Sir John A. Macdonald proceeded to say
that he supposed he would not be required to
show the necessity of the office of Post
Master General, or Minister of Public Works,
or Secretary of State. The Bill as to the last
of these departments had already received
the sanction of the House.

Hon. Mr. Holiton said by the Bill now
before the House it was proposed to strip the
Minister of Public Works of a number of his
duties, as he had already been deprived of
the charge of the Intercolonial Railway.

Sir John A. Macdonald said all the public
works of Canada with regard to their con-
struction, maintenance and repair, with the
public buildings and canals, and railways
belonging to the Dominion, were still under
the control of the Minister of Public Works.
Some expressions in this Bill entrusting the
Minister of Fisheries with repair, mainte-
nance, etc., of light houses, etc., were a mis-
take, and would be altered. He then referred
to the Department of Secretary of State for
the Provinces, and argued, as on former occa-
sions, for its necessity on account of the
number and importance of the communica-
tions that must necessarily pass between the
Local and Dominion Governments. The
Secretary of State having, in addition to his
former duties, charge of the Indian Depart-
ment and ordnance lands, could not well
undertake the charge of that correspondence.

Hon. Mr. Holton-The Secretary of State
found time to be away at Quebec six weeks
legislating.

Sir John A. Macdonald said he had earned
that spare time well, by the assiduity with
which he had applied himself to his duties

[Sir J. A. Macdonald (Kingston).]

here. He proceeded to state that Mr. Ar-
chibald, as a representative of Nova Scotia in
the Cabinet had been appointed Secretary of
State for the Provinces. Every one would
admit that gentleman's standing and capacity
for the difficult duties entrusted to him. He
failed, however, to secure a seat in this
House, and at once tendered his resignation,
which was accepted, but he was at the same
time requested to retain his portfolio till a
successor should be appointed. Considering
the position which Nova Scotia as a whole
had assumed, he (Sir John) could not well
ask the assistance of his honourable friends
opposite from that Province to fill Mr. Ar-
chibald's place. At the same time, the other
representative from Nova Scotia, Mr. Kenny,
although a gentleman of high position in his
own Province, having presided over the up-
per branch of its Legislature, had never
before been a member of the Executive, and
it was necessary that he should be able to
consult with some other representative of his
Province, such as Mr. Archibald. That gentle-
man had therefore kindly but reluctantly con-
sented to remain. He had found his position
irksome, however, and had again asked to be
relieved, and the duties were now performed
by the Secretary of State. He (Sir John)
thought, however, that the office was one that
was absolutely necessary, and that it would
continue to grow in importance. It was also a
duty of the Government to legislate on the
subject of immigration and the interests of
agriculture. There should be inter-communi-
cation then between the Dominion and the
Provinces on these two subjects, and he
hoped and believed that the general and local
governments would be in accord always on
the necessity of improving and advancing the
interests of agriculture and immigration. These
duties having been thrown on the General
Government had to be confided to some min-
ister, and a minister was accordingly appoint-
ed with similar duties to those entrusted to
the same office in the old Province of Canada,
and as in that instance the duties of the
minister were not confined to these two sub-
jects, so here it would be proposed in a
measure yet to be submitted to the House
that other subjects of great importance
should be confided to that department; such
as the patent laws, those relating to copy-
rights, statistics, and others of such a mis-
cellaneous nature that they could not be well
classified. There was another office which had
existed in all the Provinces-the President of
the Council-since the lamented death of Mr.
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Blair, that office had not been filled up. He
did not think it desirable that the office
should be abolished; but as the number
necessary for the Cabinet, and the distribu-
tion of its labours was in a great degree
experimental-as there was a general feeling,
perhaps, that the offices of the country should
be administered by a small number of offi-
cers, it was not the intention of the Govern-
ment at present to fill up that office. (Hear,
hear.) At the same time, he wished it to be
distinctly understood that he did not enter
into any engagement that this office should be
abolished. For his own belief was that there
ought to be a numerous Council, and that,
following the example of England, they
ought to have in that Council an officer
having no special duty to perform; a man
who would be always at the disposal of His
Excellency for any special duties, or to take
part in any matter of importance assigned to
him. In England it had always been so. It was
considered necessary to the operation of their
system that there should be such an officer,
or officers; and hence they had the President
of the Council-the Lord Privy Seal-
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster,
and several offices of that kind, the duties of
which were not so onerous as to compel them
to devote their whole attention to their ap-
pointments, but left them free to lend their
aid on any subjects of great interest; and as
an instance of such a subject in Canada he
would allude to the acquisition of the great
North-West. The necessity of negotiations and
steps to be taken in this direction belonged to
no one particular department. Fortunately for
the Government they had in their Minister of
Public Works a gentleman who, though fully
employed in his own department, had made
this subject his study, was at home in it, and
could, without serious obstruction to the per-
formance of his other duties, undertake that
also, and do so with credit. The honourable
gentleman then read a passage from a work
still in MS, to show that men like Sir Charles
Wood, Sir James Graham, and Lord John
Russell-men all justly celebrated as adminis-
trators, were of opinion that it would be a
mistake if a Cabinet were wholly composed
of those members who had departments of
such over-burdening work as to employ all
their time. In such a matter his (Sir John's)
opinion was that there should be no false
economy-that for the sake of saving the
salary of two or three Cabinet Ministers,
there should be no withholding from the
country the full benefit of the system of the
General Governiment. He admitted that to a

great extent their present system was on its
trial, and therefore, as he had stated, in
relation to the office of President of the
Council, the Governiment would not fill it up,
but would see whether the Secretary of State,
in addition to his other duties, could also
perforni it satisfactorily. At present, in com-
mencing their new system, the chief object, it
seemed to him, was to have such a large full
Cabinet as would secure a proper representa-
tion from all parts of the Dominion. By and
by, when they were a more homogeneous
people, every portion of the country might be
satisfied with the representation of the
Cabinet-even although sectional interests
were not closely regarded. But at present it
would be a great mistake to commence by a
reduction of the representation in the Cabi-
net. Take British Columbia for a case in
point. When that colony came into the Union,
would they be satisfied with their representa-
tion if only one man were in the Cabinet
from that section. They would not, even
although their population or resources en-
titled them to no greater representation. Set-
ting aside altogether the question of expense,
as one of no interest in comparison with the
general question, it was, first of al and above
all, the duty of every lover of the Union to
see that no false economy was exercised; that
there should be a full and complete system of
administration, which would ensure every
portion of the Dominion a fair representation
in the Cabinet.

Mr. Mackenzie did not understand the hon-
ourable gentleman to say that the Govern-
ment would fill up the office of Mr. Archi-
bald.

Sir John A. Macdonald-No; not at present.
We intend to try the new arrangement.

Mr. Mackenzie-I suppose the trial will
probably last till Parliament rises. (Laughter).

The House rose at six o'clock.

After recess,

ST. HYACINTHE ELECTION

On motion of Mr. Jones the Select Com-
mittee on the St. Hyacinthe election were
permitted to adjourn till the 16th inst., and
the House adjourned for five minutes to en-
able them to do so.

NIAGARA GAS CO.

Mr. Street introduced a Bill to enable the
Niagara Falls Gas Co. to light the Town of
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Clifton by conveying the Gas from the
American side of the Niagara, from Sus-
pension Bridge to the town.

A QUESTION OF ORDER

Hon. John Sandfield McDonald called the
attention of the House to the fact that there
had been an innovation in the practice of the
House. Routine business had been commenced
with since the recess, whereas he defied any
one to cite an instance wherein, the absence
of two distinct sittings of the House, the
routine proceedings were gone on with.

Sir John A. Macdonald said this was in
reality a new sitting, and the course just
sanctioned by the House in the matter of the
St. Hyacinthe election committee was a fre-
quent one. Besides it was merely a question
of notice, and in a matter like this to which
there was no opposition he did not see any
objection.

The subject dropped after a brief discus-
sion.

DEPARTMENTAL ORGANIZATION

The debate on Sir John's Departmental Bill
was then resumed.

Hon. Mr. Dorion agreed with the Minister
of Justice that it was wise to represent at the
outset at all events the civil sections of the
Dominion in the Cabinet, instead of taking all
the members from any one section. But it
would be observed that while the Govern-
ment contend there should be 13 representa-
tives of the Dominion in the Cabinet, so
many from each section, two from Nova
Scotia, two from New Brunswick, four from
Quebec and five from Ontario, yet at once
one of those officers which was said to be
indispensable was dispensed with-Nova
Scotia was left with one representative.
Again, Ontario was to have five, but they had
not that number. She was left with four.
With what propriety could these two Prov-
inces be deprived of what was held to be
their just representation? For his part he
believed the representation was altogether
too large. In the neighbouring Republic with
a vaster population, greater area of country
and more diverse interests, there were but
seven departments. In England, they had but
one Finance Minister, and in all fifteen heads
of departments. How was it that this new
Dominion must, at the outset, be burdened to
a greater extend than older and more popu-
lous countries? He contended that the whole

[Mr. Street (Welland).]

financial administration of the country was
conducted by the Finance Minister, and as to
the Receiver-General and Minister of Excise,
they were merely executive officers. It had
always been found to be so in the late
Province of Canada; and were not only un-
necessary, but entailed much additional ex-
pense on the country, in consequence of the
staff necessary to be kept up in each of these
offices. Then as to the office of Secretary of
State for the Provinces he would like to know
what such a functionary would have to do,
what correspondence had he to conduct? It
was only the other day, on moving an address
for correspondence, the honourable gentle-
man was told there was no correspondence
between the Local and General Government
of interest.

Sir John A. Macdonald-On that particular
point.

Hon. Mr. Dorion could not see what corre-
spondence the Secretary of State could find to
employ himself with. There was really noth-
ing for him to do even under the old Par-
liament of Canada. The Provincial Secretary
was admittedly the officer who had least to
do of all the departments-so little work
indeed fell to his share that his duties had to
be eked out by giving him some other work
to keep him going. There was not work
before for the Provincial Secretary, and there
certainly had not been shown to be any need
for perpetuating the useless office in the per-
son of a Secretary of State. Again, there was
the Department of Agriculture. Almost the
whole bulk of the work of such a department
came within the scope of the Local Govern-
ments' management; and yet, now that that
office was confessedly unnecessary, it was not
only to be continued, but it became magnified
into a most important office. As to the head of
the Immigration Department, that office also
might very well have been spared, and its
duties allocated to the Secretary's or some
other department. The President of the
Council was another useless officer; his duties
were partially discharged by the Clerk of the
House, and the balance of them might very
well be discharged by the President of the
Senate; or, if more convenient, by any other
member of the Cabinet. Therefore, he (Mr.
Dorion) found that of the 13 heads of depart-
ments at least six could be well dispensed
with. Among the latter he forgot to mention
that new office, the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries. Would the Minister of Militia allow
his confrere to take charge of the military
gunboats of the Dominion? Certainly not, and
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if not, he (Mr. Dorion) was at a loss to know
what the unfortunate Minister of Marine
would do. That famous Minister of Militia
who had recently noticed that he had had
charge of nearly every department, and had
accomplished his work well, would not, it
might readily be inferred, allow this branch
of his duties to be filched from him.
(Laughter). Again, the Minister of Marine
had jurisdiction over all wharves, harbours,
etc. but these belonged to the Minister of
Public Works. Where was the line to be
drawn? How could the conflict of authority
be settled? The only way he (Mr. Dorion)
could account for the division of offices and
work was that it was made to suit honourable
gentlemen opposite, so as to give each of
these thirteen Cabinet Ministers a show of
something to do, and that it was not planned
with any idea to convenience the public. He
could not understand this departmental sys-
tem in the least. To revert to the President of
the Council, here was an office allowed to
lapse while admittedly a necessity. Then, also
an office which was more than ever a necessi-
ty, inasmuch as it left the only discontended
section of the Dominion, Nova Scotia, without
that due representation in the Cabinet to
which it had been declared entitled. He
would, at this stage, proceed for a moment
to examine where this system of a set rep-
resentation of so many ministers from each
section would lead to. It would lead neces-
sarily to having two ministers from Prince
Edward Island, two from Newfoundland and
two from the North-West. This would give 19
ministers. Then there was the other new
Province knocking at the door for admission
into the Union, British Columbia. That would
need two more, making in all 21 representa-
tives in the Cabinet when there would be a
union of al the British North American
Colonies. Here the absurdity of the principle
laid down by the leader of the Government
was apparent, and le (Mr. Dorion) hoped
they would not persist in the proposition.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said that the House must
have listened to the honourable member for
Hochelaga, if not with surprise, at least with
pain. The honourable member, the leader of
Lower Canada democracy, objected to the
unfortunate number of thirteen. Perhaps le
would recommend seven, the number of the
Cardinal sins. (Much laughter) (Hon. T. W.
Anglin-and the gifts of the Holy Ghost.)
He had never, in that wicked House,
expected to hear anything holy spoken of.
(Renewed laughter.) He was himself aston-

ished at the new democratic application of
the doctrine that power should be oligar-
chically confined. Their duty had been to
harmonize the varying interests of all sec-
tions of the country, and to lay each of them
fully before His Excellency, the Governor-
General. The number thirteen, however, had
not been adopted absolutely or finally, and
was to be held liable to modification by
successive Ministries. Referring to the Con-
stitution of the Cabinet he showed that while
his Province had yielded cheerfully to the
claims of Ontario, she had not exacted the
same deference from the Lower Provinces,
and le was glad to take that opportunity of
acknowledging, in this respect, the liberal
generosity of the representatives and the peo-
ple of Lower Canada. But it was impossible
that Quebec could be adequately represented
by a lesser number than four, while it was
very difficult that the various Ontario parties
could have less than five among them. There
were one million of Frenchmen in Quebec,
and le asked if three out of thirteen was an
excessive Cabinet proportion for such a num-
ber. Then the 250,000 or 300,000 of English
descent must also be considered, for no
Government could possibly stand which
failed in the confidence of that Community.
(Hear, hear.) It might be thought that Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick got more than
their share in the originally adopted distribu-
tion, but it must be recollected that they had
been independent provinces, and the count of
heads must not always be permitted to out-
weigh every other consideration. Referring to
the histories of previous Canadian Govern-
ments, he stated that the principle of British
Administration was based upon the diffusion
of power as far as possible, and denied that
there was any analogy in the comparison
sought to be drawn between American insti-
tutions and our own. The President of the
United States was independent of Congress,
except when they impeached him, (laughter,)
and the Secretaries of State were not respon-
sible Ministers, bound to bring into harmony
the legislative and executive authorities, but
merely chief clerks in their respective depart-
ments. He hoped that the honourable member
would reflect before le again went to the
United States for examples of administrative
excellence, even on the suggestion of his
colleague from Chateauguay, remembering
that the legislative powers had there grown
into a despotism, and not forgetting the exist-
ing unseemly squabble regarding the occu-
pancy of the Secretaryship of War. The num-
ber of Ministers had never been definitely
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settled. They had advised His Excellency to
the formation of certain Departments. (Mr.
Mackenzie-That is the Ministers who had
been appointed advised the Governor, after
being sworn, to their previous appointment.
(Laughter).) The honourable member quite
misunderstood the operation (much laughter).
On the first of July everything administrative
was dead, or nearly dying (renewed laughter).
The Governor found himself without advis-
ers, and summoned them to his Privy
Council, and the Privy Council had advised
him to the creation of the Departments, and
the country had ratified their advice when
they had carried the elections (cheers and
laughter). The number they had recommend-
ed could scarcely be thought excessive when
they recollected that the old Province of
Canada had been administered by only one
less. He went on to defend the Departments
to which Mr. Dorion had objected, asking
how it had happened that when that honour-
able gentleman was himself in power, he
had made the very same appointments.
Reverting to the supposed large number of
Executive Councillors he compared it with
that of Ontario with but one Chamber, which
was five, of Quebec seven, and of each of the
Lower Provinces nine, to their very small
number of legislators, and denied that the
admission of the outside Provinces would
necessitate the augmentation hinted at. The
whole question simply resolved itself into
this, that their obligation had been to secure
representation before His Excellency of all
the varying interests of each section of the
people, and so carry out the true principles of
British Government.

Mr. Mackenzie recognized the expediency
and wisdom of discussing the question before
the House, not merely with a view to party
interests, but a view to the future of their
national legislative existence, but while doing
so, it became absolutely necessary to discuss,
as the member for Hochelaga did, the amount
of legislation of a departmental kind which
was expected to be disposed of by Ministers.
The Minister of Militia, in the course of a
very rambling address, sought to establish an
argument by a reference to the number con-
stituting the Government of the late Province
of Canada. That Government commenced
with eight members. The number varied oc-
casionally, but ultimately reached twelve, and
remained stationary at that number till the
end of its existence. As to the honourable
member's statement that the famous Draper
Government remained in power two years

[Mr. Cartier (Montreal East).]

with only three members, the honourable
gentleman was mistaken. That Government
came to an end in one year and was recon-
stituted, when it consisted of six or seven
members. Another state of affairs under such
a Ministry could not of course be spoken of
as constituting a Government for any purpose
whatever. Honourable gentlemen opposite ar-
gued that it was necessary the feelings of the
country should be always represented in the
Cabinet. Well, his (Mr. Mackenzie's) opinion
was that it was an executive body, possessing
the confidence of the House, but not supposed
to represent the people except in that man-
ner, and if it was claimed that the Cabinet
should represent all sections of the people,
then the present Government was a most
unfortunate one, for a very important section
of the people were entirely misrepresented in
it. There was one whole Province of the
Confederacy which had a solitary representa-
tive in the Government. She had failed to
send a single member to represent her in
the House; for though there might be mem-
bers from that Province, men who sincerely
desired to promote the Union and assist the
Government, still they were said not to
represent the feelings and interests of their
people. The Cabinet, he understood, it was
merely carrying on the business of the coun-
try with the consent of the House, and if that
Cabinet was unnecessarily large, let honoura-
ble gentlemen mark what would be the re-
sult. The honourable Minister of Justice
proposed in his speech that when the other
Colonies came into the Union, there should
be additional members added to the Cabinet.
True, the Minister of Militia did put in a
caveat to that position.

Sir J. A. Macdonald-I spoke of British
Columbia.

Mr. Mackenzie-Surely the honourable
gentleman does not pretend to say that the
justice he would concede to British Columbia
would be refused to Newfoundland. This ar-
gument led inevitably to the conclusion that
every colony would be represented. Well,
putting aside altogether the question of the
inconvenience of multiplying departments,
assuming there would be no such inconveni-
ence how would Ministers in that House be
affected? It was all very well to say no
members would be affected to any apprecia-
ble extent by dangling the bait of office
before their eyes. But he had known such
things to happen. He had known honourable
gentlemen to forsake their own colleagues
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and take office with those to whom they had
been politically opposed for this reason.
(Hear, hear, and cries of names). It is human
nature that honourable gentlemen should be
attracted by the honour of obtaining a seat in
the Government of the country. It was an
honourable ambition, and no one who sought
honestly to obtain it ought to be blamed.
Where there was a strong Governinent there
was always a great temptation to conciliate
that Government for the sake of obtaining
position. This was inevitable, and if the poli-
cy of honourable gentlemen opposite were
carried out, there would be just such a pros-
pect as he alluded to before the House. The
admission of every British colony on the
continent into the Confederacy would, he
hoped, take place before long. Before he left
Parliament he trusted to see all these colonies
obtain a representation in that Chamber, and
if that occurred they must look to seeing the
number of Cabinet Ministers increased, as
indicated by the member for Hochelaga. That
being the case, it is easy to foresee what
ministerial influence night effect. If they ex-
tended the power of the Executive in that
House, they extended an authority which
they must presume to be dangerous to the
liberties of the people. (Hear, hear).

Sir J. A. Macdonald-(Hear, hear).

Mr. Mackenzie appreciated that "hear,
hear." It means to say that in a country
governed such as this there was no serious
danger of the liberties of the people; but he
would recall for the benefit of the House a
statement of the Minister of Public Works on
this point, who expressed his conviction that
even in railway matters the legislation of
such a Government was highly dangerous to
the civil and religious liberties of the people.
So much would suffice with regard to the
tendency of increasing the Executive power
in Parliament. The Minister of Militia, in the
course of his wandering, stated that there
was no analogy between the United States
system of government and that of the Do-
minion. He (Mr. Mackenzie) thought the
Dominion had adopted the federal system of
government, as had the United States. The
Dominion, as also the United States, had
adopted representation by population in the
popular chamber, and the only difference lay
in the constitution of the respective Senates.
The member for Hochelaga had very justly
shown that the civil affairs of the United
States, comprising all the Dominion had to
attend to, and a great deal more, were well

administered by seven officers. In considering
the number of cabinet ministers necessary for
the Dominion, he (Mr. Mackenzie) admitted
reference must be had to the future, and in
doing so he would desire not to speak dog-
matically or to assert that a certain number
would always be sufficient. But he thought
the present Government made this mistake,
when they organized the Government they
commenced with the maximum number in-
stead of commencing with the smaller num-
ber and proceeding upwards, if the interest of
the country seemed afterwards to demand it.
He could not but think that the policy of
Government had been dictated quite as much
from political necessity, from the exigencies
of the moment, as from a desire to sustain
the real interests of the country. The Minister
of Militia went so far as to assert that Gov-
ernment should possess the confidence of all
sections of this country. Well, it was clear
they did not possess that confidence.

Hon. Mr. Cartier rose to explain. What he
wished to convey to the House was that a
Government had to be formed which would
command the confidence of the people of the
country, expressed through the members of
that House. (Laughter).

Mr. Mackenzie said the honourable mem-
ber must be corrected. That was not the
statement he made. His words were "all sec-
tions of the country"; and one section of the
country, Nova Scotia, was certainly entirely
unrepresented. (Hear, hear). It had been
urged by the Minister of Justice that in order
to have a consulting body, some members of
the cabinet must be relieved to a great extent
from departmental duties, in order to enable
them to attend to the general business of the
Cabinet. He (Mr. Mackenzie) would far rath-
er see two or three members appointed to
office in the Government with little or no
duty to perform, than see a department sub-
divided for such members when said depart-
ment should not be so subdivided. There was
the Department of Customs and Excise, for
instance. The two were so necessarily allied
together that he could not see how they could
well be separated. Both these departments
should be managed by one executive head.
Then there was the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries. Nothing could be more ridiculous
than the extraordinary attempt which had
been made to find duties for that officer. It
was said that the value of their light-houses
and fisheries represented such a sum, and of
course a minister must look after them. He
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ventured to say that the whole lighthouse
business of the country did not equal that of
many postmasters (hear). Then the Minister
of Militia would have the country believe
that in order to administer affairs connected
with 40,000 men for eight days of the year,
his services as head of the department were
needed. He told the House that he stood at
the head of a grand army of 700,000; but
without being Minister at all, an honourable
member of the House recently told them he
was in command of 300,000 men.

Hon. Mr. McGee said he had stated that he
represented the views of 300,000 men on the
occasion referred to.

Mr. Mackenzie-Well, the honourable gen-
tleman "represented" 300,000, so that the
Minister of Militia could not boast so much of
his 700,000 men. (Hear). His (Mr. Mac-
kenzie's) impression was that the departments
of Militia and Marine ought to have been
combined. The three offices he had indicated
might have been dispensed with, and if the
Ministry found it desirable to obtain more
assistance, they could have either appointed
an associate in the Cabinet, with nominal
duties, or have heads of the departments as
in England, in order to discharge all the
duties except those which necessarily re-
quired the immediate attention of Ministers
themselves. He would much rather have been
able to approve of the policy of the first
Ministry of the Dominion on this occasion
than to oppose it, for though he had opposed
them during the elections, yet they had suc-
ceeded. He felt bound to sustain them as the
Government of the country in everything that
really affected its present and prospective
welfare. Believing, however, that the Gov-
ernment had erred in this matter, he felt
bound to record his convictions of the error
they had made, and hoped that even yet they
would retrieve themselves by dispensing with
two of these departments, now that they had
an opportunity.

Hon. Mr. Gali expressed his high approval
of the remarks which had just been ad-
dressed to the House by the member for
Lambton. Although he could not agree with
him in his conclusions, they had been sus-
tained by argument, and ought to be met in
the same way. He (Mr. Galt) thought it was
an advantage that there should be some
members of the Government not overcharged
with departmental work, who might be able
to take up some of the important subjects

[Mr. Mackenzie (Lambton).]

which would from time to time arise, and
give their whole minds to them. The necessity
for the number of officers in the Cabinet,
therefore, should not be judged by the num-
ber of departments requiring to have their
heads fully employed. There was the necessi-
ty also of having a fair representation for
each Province, and in this view he held that
the Premier judged wisely in recommending
that the number of Cabinet Ministers should
be thirteen. As regarded the subdivision of
the Finance Department, he thought the
Minister of Justice had put the case very
clearly. He quite concurred in the view of
that honourable gentleman as to the responsi-
bility of the Minister of Finance under the
new system of subdivision of offices. The
Minister primarily responsible for the expend-
iture of the country must be entrusted with
the responsibility of recommending to Par-
liament the measures of taxation by which it
was to be met. Mr. Galt proceeded to urge
the advantages of having a Treasury Board,
which he said was an extension to Canada of
a system which had worked admirably in
England. The subdivision of offices being ad-
mitted, it would be impossible to maintain
the harmony which ought to subsist between
the systems of Customs and Excise in their
relations to each other. Such subdivision he
considered was necessary. If the Department
of Finance covered the whole legislation, it
was impossible for one Cabinet Minister to
perform the work. The member for Lambton
thought the Customs and Excise might have
been united in one department. There were
many reasons why this should not be done.
The Customs related to foreign trade, the
inland revenue had an entirely different
bearing. It was only where the burden on the
people had to be considered that it was
necessary to have harmony between them,
and that was effected by the Finance Minister
having a controlling influence in originating
the Legislation. The duties of the F sheries
Department might not be very onerous, but
that department was necessary. If for no
other reason in order that the Maritime
Provinces might have the assurance that
what was a prominent interest would always
have a hearing at the Council Board. He went
on to argue the importance and necessity of
the Militia Department and that of the
Secretary of State for the Provinces. If the
Minister of Militia had any spare time, he
was of all others the man best fitted to turn it
to good account by devolving it to other
matters requiring the attention of the Gov-
ernment.
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Hon. Mr. Rose said at the inauguration of
the Dominion Government he had at first
thought the number of Cabinet officers was
unnecessarily great; but further reflection on
the subject from the various points of view
which had been presented to-night, had con-
vinced him that a smaller number would not
have suficed. Having referred to the duties of
the Militia Department and the Secretary of
State for the Provinces, as requiring distinct
departmental heads, he went on to urge the
necessity which, in his opinion, justified a
subdivision of the Finance Department. As
regarded the Customs-while there were 71
ports in Ontario and Quebec the effect of
Confederation was to add 110 ports in Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick. The importance
of the Excise Department had also increased.
A few years ago, its revenue was half a
million dollars, now it was nearly three mil-
lions. It was physically impossible for one
man to discharge properly the duties devolv-
ing on the Finance Minister, and the Minis-
ters of Customs and Inland Revenue.

DEBATES 459

Hon. Mr. Holton suggested that the debate
on this Bill should be adjourned, so that
there might be but one general debate on the
whole subject instead of having a debate on
each Bill.

Sir John A. Macdonald thought that it
would be better that there should be an
understanding that the general debate might
go on upon each Bill as it came up. In that
way the business of the House would be
advanced, while al members who desired
might have an opportunity at the same time
of continuing the debate on the general policy
of the Government in this matter.

Hon. Mr. Holion would prefer that the
second reading of all these Bills should be
moved together, and the general debate taken
on that motion.

After further remarks, Sir John A. Mac-
donald consented to the adjournment of the
debate.

The House adjourned at five minutes past
12 o'clock.





HOUSE OF COMMONS

Monday, April 6, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at three
o'clock.

ARGENTEUIL PETITION

The following members were sworn at the
table to serve on the Select Committee for
trial of the Argenteuil election petition, viz.,
Messrs. Ault, Colby, Cartwright, Daoust, and
Webb, Chairman.

The House having adjourned for five min-
utes to enable the Committee to sit, leave
was granted on resumption, for its adjourn-
ment to the 23rd instant.

MEASUREMENT OF COAL

Mr. Brousseau introduced a Bill to amend
the Consolidated Statutes of Lower Canada
by alteration of the enactments affecting the
measurement of coal, and the second reading
was fixed for Thursday.

QUESTIONS

MURRAY CANAL

Mr. Keeler-Whether it is the intention of
the Government to make provision in the
estimates for the construction of the Murray
Canal, for which ample reservations of lands
were made in the year 1796 and subsequent-
ly-which lands have been sold, but the pro-
ceeds of which sales have not been appro-
priated to the original object?

Hon. Mr. McDougall said it was not the
intention of the Government during the pre-
sent session to make provision in the Esti-
mates for the construction of the Murray
Canal. Several parties interested in this im-
portant work had recently had interviews
with members of the Government, and the
matter would engage their attention.

STATUTES

Mr. Carlwright-Whether the attention of
the Government has been called to the dif-
ficulty experienced by members of the legal
profession and others in procuring copies of
the Consolidated Statutes of Canada and Up-
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per Canada, and whether it is the intention of
the Government to take any steps to supply
the deficiency, and when?

Hon. Mr. Cartier stated it was not the
intention of the Government to take steps to
supply the deficiency of copies of the Con-
solidated Statutes of Canada, complained of
by members of the legal profession.

MERCHANTABLE TIMBER

Hon. Mr. Blanchef-Whether it is the in-
tention of the Government to bring down,
during the present session, a measure to as-
similate the laws of the several Provinces of
the Dominion respecting the inspection and
measurement of merchantable timber?

Hon. Mr. Rose said the Government would
not be able this session to introduce a meas-
ure to assimilate the laws of the several
Provinces of the Dominion respecting the
inspection and measurement of merchantable
timber.

THE CANALS

Mr. Workman-Whether it is the intention
of the Government, in view of the present
early Spring and early opening of river nav-
igation, to adopt the necessary steps to secure
an equally early opening of the public canals,
and thereby confer upon the mercantile com-
munity the great advantage of cheap freights
and quick despatch in moving to market the
produce and merchandise of Eastern and
Western Canada?

Hon. Mr. McDougall said the Government
had adopted steps to make the necessary
repairs on the canals, so as to secure their
early opening.

RIVER SAINT JOHN

Mr. Costigan-Whether it is the intention
of the Government to make provision in the
estimates for the improvement of the naviga-
tion on the River Saint John and its tribu-
taries, Madawaska and Tobique?

Hon. Mr. McDougall said the Government
had taken measures to repair, or rather re-
build, certain bridges over the River Saint
John.
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HARBOURS, WHARVES, ETC.

Mr. M. C. Cameron-Whether the Govern-
ment intend doing anything, and if so, when
and what towards the construction of a har-
bour of refuge on the east coast of Lake
Huron, there being at present no safe harbor-
age on that coast for the protection of vessels,
engaged in the commerce of the lakes, or for
the safety and protection of Her Majesty's
gunboats stationed there. Three several Select
Committees, appointed by the House of
Assembly of the Province of Canada, having,
on three several occasions, reported strongly
in favour of such a harbour?

Hon. Mr. McDougall said he would like
these questions to stand till after the recess.
The subject was one of considerable impor-
tance, both constitutionally, and as a matter
of expenditure. It was now engaging the
attention of Government with a view to ar-
riving at a just conclusion upon it.

JUDGE OF HURON AND BRUCE

Mr. M. C. Cameron-Whether Isaac F.
Toms, appointed Junior or Deputy Judge of
the County Court of the United Counties of
Huron and Bruce in 1866, bas resigned that
appointment, or whether his Commission as
such Junior or Deputy Judge bas been can-
celled or superseded, and if so, when?

Sir John A. Macdonald said that Judge
Toms, of Huron and Bruce, resigned his office
on 24th August last. His resignation was
accepted on 2nd September, and the accept-
ance of it was communicated to him on
September 9th.

TAXING EXPRESS COMPANIES

Mr. Bodwell-Whether it is the intention
of the Government to provide for the taxation
in the form of a license, or otherwise, of ex-
press companies doing business in Canada,
and to require a deposit from foreign com-
panies doing such business in Canada, suffi-
cient to protect the public against loss in case
of default on the part of such companies?

Hon. Mr. Rose said the question of impos-
ing a tax on express companies doing busi-
ness in Canada, and requiring a deposit
from foreign companies doing such business,
was under the consideration of Government,
in connection with other measures affecting
the revenue.

FORT WILLIAM

Mr. McConkey-Whether it is the inten-
tion of the Government to put such sum in
the estimates as will remove the bar or
obstruction at the mouth of the Kamanistigun
River, at Fort William, Lake Superior, with a
view to the navigation of that stream?

Hon. Mr. McDougall said it was not the
intention of the Government to take any
steps with reference to the removal of the
obstruction at the mouth of Kamanistigun
river at Fort William, Lake Superior.

NAVIGATION OF RIVER SYDENHAM

Mr. Mills moved the second reading of the
Bill to facilitate the removal of obstruction to
the navigation of the River Sydenham.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said so far as the Bill
related to keeping this river navigable it was
the duty of this Government to take such
steps as might be necessary for that purpose;
but the power given by the Bill to parties to
take and hold as their own property logs and
timber which may have been sunk in the
river, struck him as a question of civil right,
which was a question for the Local Gov-
ernment to deal with as far as the first point
was concerned. If the Bill was necessary it
was one which should be in the hands, not of
the member for Bothwell, but of himself (Mr.
McDougall), as Minister of Public Works, and
he would advise the honourable gentleman to
let it stand till after the Easter recess.

Mr. Morris expressed the opinion that the
words "navigation and shipping" in the Un-
ion Act, among the class of subjects to be
legislated on by this Parliament, applied to
legislation of a general character on these
subjects, and not to the question of obstruc-
tions to the navigation of particular rivers,
which was a question, he thought, belonging
to the Local Government and Legislature.

Mr Mills, while accepting the suggestion of
the Minister of Public Works, contended that
there could be no doubt as to the power of
this Parliament to legislate on the subject.

Mr. Abbolt was disposed to concur in the
view suggested by the member for Lanark.
He thought this House was to legislate on
matters of trade, navigation and shipping in
the general and abstract. If it was held that
the words "navigation and shipping" gave
this Parliament jurisdiction over every part
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of any river which might be made navigable,
that would be a jurisdiction of a very exten-
sive character.

Mr. Mackenzie said he could not under-
stand what the member for Argenteuil meant
by laws in the abstract. There would be no
sense in this Parliament having power to
legislate on navigation in the abstract; they
must have power to regulate the navigation
of lakes and particular rivers, or they had no
power at all. He was rather suspicious of the
view taken of this matter by gentlemen from
Montreal, when he found them attempting by
local powers to obstruct our principal river
with a dam. If there was one duty more
incumbent than another on this legislature,
he thought it was to guard the free naviga-
tion of our rivers.

Mr. Blake said there was attached to the
Union Act a schedule which provided that
public harbours, rivers, and lakes' improve-
ments should be the property of Canada. If
these were the property of Canada, Canada
should clearly have the power of regulating
them.

Hon. J. S. Macdonald said the Legislature of
Ontario had passed a Bill establishing a
Board of Trade in one of its towns, in other
words, enabling the parties interested to put
their trade affair under a Corporation. They
did this with the risk of this Government
disallowing the Bill. He hoped this Parlia-
ment would not rise without an expression of
opinion on the part of this House at all
events, about the extent of jurisdiction of the
Canadian Parliament in such matters-where
it began and where it stopped. There was a
difficulty also as to the pardoning power. It
would be a strange state of things if after the
Local Legislature imposed a fine and impris-
onment for violation of its laws, the Gov-
ernment could not remit such penalties with-
out reference to the General Government.
Doubts of this sort, as to the extent of the
powers of the two bodies ought to be
removed.

Sir John A. Macdonald said at the inaugu-
ration of a new system like ours, it was to be
expected that many questions might arise as
to what belonged to the general and what to
the local bodies. It was to him matter of
surprise that so few difficulties had arisen.
The question however was-what was the
law? and he did not see how they could alter
this by any resolution of this House. If it was
found that they could not put a construction

9903o-0

on the law under which a satisfactory conclu-
sion could be arrived at, they would have to
go to the Imperial Parliament and get an
amended Act. The Parliament of the Do-
minion had power to legislate on every sub-
ject not expressly included in the clause
conferring powers on the Local Parliaments.
This was entirely different from the Ameri-
can system, under which all powers belonged
to the States as sovereign powers, except
those specially conferred on Congress. Under
the power of this Parliament to legislate on
all subjects affecting the welfare and good
Government of the Dominion, except those
specially conferred on the Local Legislatures,
it might perhaps by special enactments confer
certain powers on the Local Legislatures in
the same way as the old Province of Canada
had the right to confer on municipalities
certain powers of taxation, etc.

Hon. J. S. Macdonald-The Provincial
Parliament created the municipalities, but it
is not the Dominion Parliament which has
created the Local Parliaments; that is an
important distinction.

Sir John A. Macdonald admitted that it
was, and said that this consideration might
perhaps make it impossible for this Parlia-
ment to confer additional powers on the local
bodies beyond those conferred by the Union
Act.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau made some remarks in
French, to the effect that the local bodies
were independent of the General Parliament,
and could amend their constitutions, while
the Dominion Parliament could not amend its
constitution.

Hon. Mr. Smith pointed out that the final
responsibility rested with the General Gov-
ernment, since they had the veto power over
all Acts of the Local Legislature.

Mr. Johnson thought it clear that under the
Constitution the Dominion Parliament had
full control of all matters relating to naviga-
tion, and that if the Local Legislatures passed
laws on any such matters they would be
inoperative.

Hon. Mr. Holton, with reference to the
power of amending their constitution claimed
for the Local Legislature by Mr. Chauveau,
remarked that, practically, a Local Legisia-
ture could not touch its constitution without
consent of this Parliament, because the power
of disallowance and of veto resting with the
Governor-General, was practically exercised
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under authority of this House, for the advice
to the Governor-General must be given by
Ministers responsible to this House. The
honourable gentleman said the Local Legis-
latures were independent of this Parliament.
He (Mr. Holton) told the honourable gentle-
man that in his Province of Quebec he had
no powers independent of this Parliament.
This was the first Parliament ever created
under the British system. He was amazed to
hear the leader of the Government, who
claimed some merit, and he believed proper-
ly, for having got from the Legislature of the
Empire the recognition of our existence as a
Parliament, saying that we had no power to
deal with such a question as that now under
consideration-that we must go to the Im-
perial Parliament to get power to deal with
questions presenting themselves to this
House. In connection with this subject, he
would like to know from Government what
view they took of the very important meas-
ure now before them, the incorporation of the
St. Louis Hydraulic Company, passed by the
Quebec Legislature. He thought it singular
that the Quebec Government should have
allowed a Bill to pass which they would not
advise the Lieutenant-Governor to sanction.
It was important to know what course the
Dominion Government intended to take with
reference to this Bill, which raised a very
important question as to the jurisdiction of
the Local Legislatures over the borders of the
great River St. Lawrence.

Hon. Mr. Cartier was glad to hear the
honourable member for Chateauguay speak
of this Parliament as the next great political
institution to that of the English Parliament.
It was a pleasure to hear a former opponent
of the Confederation scheme speak thus of it.
He (Mr. Cartier) would inform the member
for Chateauguay that the members for
Quebec and for Brome did not argue that
the power of the Local Government was
derived from the Federal Government, and
undoubtedly if there were any conflict of
authority between the Local and Federal
Parliament, the difficulty could not be solved
by that House, nor yet the Local Legislature.
It must be a question for adjudication by the
Judges. The Federal Government now had
power to establish a general Court of Appeal,
and that Court would take cognizance of such
difficulties. As to the statement that the Do-
minion Parliament was supreme, and that
without their consent the Local Legislature
could do nothing, the statement was incor-
rect. The Provincial Legislature had certain

[Mr. Holton (Chateauguay).]

rights assigned to them, and with regard to
these they could legislate independently of
the Dominion. True, there was a power of
disallowance reserved to the Governor-
General, not to that House, although there
was not the least doubt His Excellency would
be advised in such cases by the Government.
There was in reality no such thing as the
supremacy of this Parliament over the Local
Legislature, and he would be very sorry to
believe such a power existed. He would ask,
was not their legislation in that House sub-
ject to be disallowed by the Queen, acting
through the advice of her Privy Council? And
would any honourable gentleman state that
that Parliament had no power to legislate
irrespective of the British Parliament, be-
cause the Queen had the disallowing power?
If such could be the case, what was the use of
that great political institution which the
honourable member for Chateauguay had
spoken of so highly? The fact was that both
the Federal and Local Legislatures had their
independent rights, and there was no such
thing as supremacy in the sense understood
by some members. The matter respecting the
Hydraulic Company was one under the con-
sideration of the Government at present, and
he could say nothing concerning it.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin in reply to the member for
Chateauguay would simply remark that the
particular measure referred to, the St. Louis
Hydraulic Company's Bill, had no reference
to the navigable waters of the St. Lawrence.
It had reference only to that portion of the
river which was not navigable, never had
been and never would be. On that ground,
the Local Legislature did not oppose it, but
not being sure of their right to enact it the
measure was referred.

Hon. Mr. Fisher made some remarks which
were for the most part inaudible.

The motion was withdrawn.

RECALL OF DR. TUPPER

Notices of motion having been taken up-
Dr. Parker, who happened to be out of the

House when his motion for the recall of Dr.
Tupper was called, shortly afterwards came
in and asked leave to go back on the paper
and have his motion taken up.

Hon. Mr. McGee-The honourable gentle-
man cannot do so except by consent, and I
object.

Dr. Parker hoped the honourable gentle-
man would withdraw his objection.
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Hon. Mr. McGee--I object. It is better for
the peace of the country that I should do so.

The matter dropped.

CUSTOM HOUSE OFFICERS

Mr. Lawson moved to rescind the resolu-
tion of the 17th of March adopting the report
of the Printing Committee to the effect that a
certain return respecting officers of Customs
should not be printed.

Mr. Young said the statisties called for
were already printed in the public accounts,
and the recommendation of the Committee
not to repeat them was a good one.

Mr. Mackenzie said the Printing Com-
mittee were unanimously of opinion that
there was no necessity for printing the docu-
ment referred to, and if the House did not
support the Committee in preventing the
printing of papers which they deemed entire-
ly useless, there would be no necessity for the
Committee at all.

Mr. Lawson desired the printing of the
document, as it gave in a concise shape
information on a point of much public inter-
est. Complaints had been made of the number
of Custom House officers, and of their being
overpaid. He did not think they were over-
paid, but wished the information for his con-
stituents. They found that there were some 20
ports which cost the Government $15,000
more than they collected.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the Committee
on printing had an onerous and responsible
duty, and ought to be sustained by the House.
Perhaps the honourable gentleman who
moved the motion might be heard again by
the Committee.

Mr. Mackenzie said there was full notice
given by the Committee of their meetings,
and the members had no wish to stand in the
way of the printing of any document which
ought to be printed.

Mr. Lawson believed the matter was a
foregone conclusion with the Committee.

Mr. Mackenzie-Order! The honourable
gentleman should not impute motives.

Mr. Speaker ruled the member for South
Norfolk out of order.

Mr. Lawson withdrew the motion.

DOMINION STOCK

Mr. Gibbs moved for returns showing the
amount of public bonds and stock issued by
the Dominion of Canada since 1st July last,
and the terms at which issued, without,
however, the names of the parties to whom
the stock was allotted.

Mr. Gibbs said he made this motion in the
interest of the public, to get that information
which the honourable member for Chateau-
guay failed to obtain, except such as related
to the name of the holders of the stock and
the correspondence between the Government
and the Bank of Montreal.

Hon. Mr. Rose said the Government were
desirous of giving the fullest information on
the subject which they could, and the return
asked for would be brought down to the
House as soon as possible.

Hon. Mr. Holton did not wonder that the
member from South Ontario should have put
the motion, and that the Finance Minister
should have acceded to it. The position of his
friend, the member for South Ontario, had
been slightly embarrassing. It was easily seen
when the honourable member had to vote
down his (Mr. Holton's) motion the other day
for information on this subject, a subject on
whicb that honourable member (Mr. Gibbs)
and the part of the country from which he
came, desired information. Now, it was the
object of that honourable member to cover
over that vote as far as he could by making
one on the same subject, which would be
acceptable to the Government. This little ar-
rangement would be well understood in the
country. Under this motion, the information
which the House and country desired would
not be forthcoming. What that honourable
gentleman's constituents desired to know, was
what are the terms and conditions on which
the Government had dealt with that gigantic
monied corporation, which had its claws on
the vitals of this country. (Hear, hear.) But
the honourable member who moved this mo-
tion was quite willing to let the Government
off without giving this information. He (Mr.
Hoiton) had some idea of moving an amend-
ment to this motion, which would really call
for the information the Finance Minister
would be pleased to afford his supporter, the
member for South Ontario. When that infor-
mation was got, the House would be in a
position to extort from an unwilling Finance
Minister that information they were entitled
to, which the country would sooner or later
insist on.
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Mr. Gibbs said he had no hesitation in
giving the vote he had done the other day,
but the remarks of the honourable member
were rather ungracious, coming from a gen-
tleman who introduced his last resolution
well knowing, from the fate of the first, that
the information asked for would not be
granted, and who, because he could not get
all, would take none.

Mr. Mackenzie said that the motion moved
by the honourable member for Chateauguay,
to which allusion had been made, was one
suggested by the member of South Lennox,
and spoken favourably of by the members for
Renfrew and South Ontario. One of these
gentlemen having suggested the motion to the
member for Chateauguay with whom they
had been in accord in bank sentiments, noth-
ing was more natural than that honourable
gentleman should make the motion, and he
(Mr. Mackenzie) confessed, however, that he
was never more astonished in his life than to
see one member after another member stand
up and vote against this very motion. (Hear
and laughter).

Mr. Cartwright was free to acknowledge he
did suggest the motion, but he bowed to the
judgment of the Minister of Justice in the
matter, who had desired that compliance with
the resolution would be adverse to the public
interest.

Mr. Mackenzie said that not a single mem-
ber of the Ministry said the motion of the
member for Chateauguay was adverse to the
public interest.

Hon. Mr. Galt protested against its being
taken for granted that the Government were
at a great disadvantage in consequence of
their arrangement with the Bank of Mont-
real. He wished to bear his testimony to the
fair dealing of that institution towards the
Government. In circumstances of very con-
siderable financial difficulty the Government
had received assistance from the Bank of
Montreal, the absence of which would per-
haps have proved exceedingly embarrassing to
the Ministry of the day.

At six o'clock the House rose.

Afier the recess,

Hon. Mr. Rose having obtained leave to
speak, said he did not decide to allow the
statement of the member for Chateauguay to
pass unchallenged. Now, he would state once
for all, that the Government desired to give
the fuuest information of all the transactions

they had with their fiscal agents. There was
nothing whatever in these the Government
need to be afraid of. Ail these transactions
had been solely dictated and carried on with
an eye to the public interest. No information
which the House or country has a right to
expect would be withheld.

Hon. Mr. Holton hoped, as every informa-
tion was to be given, that the correspondence
on this subject, which he had asked for,
would be forthcoming. He had no hesitation
in saying that at one time when he was in the
Administration, the Bank of Montreal was a
useful public servant-now it would become
master.

Hon. John S. Macdonald said the statement
of the member for Chateauguay regarding
the Bank of Montreal was not warranted. He
protested against this continued harping
against the Bank of Montreal. The fact was
that the bank was patronized by the Gov-
ernment because it had helped them cheerful-
ly and materially in times of need, and was
besides by far the best managed institution of
that time in the Dominion. Let the member
for Chateauguay attack the Government and
let the servant of the Government alone. It
was unfair to attack the Bank of Montreal
when the gentlemen of the Treasury Benches
were the really responsible parties.

Dr. Parker thought that even though there
was nothing to conceal, as the Minister of
Finance stated, still his continued mystery on
the subject would excite suspicion in the
country. He would prefer that the whole
information should be given.

The motion was carried.

LABRADOR

Mr. Fortin moved an address for all corre-
spondence between the Government of the
late Province of Canada and of the Dominion
of Canada and Newfoundland, in relation to
the boundary line of Labrador.-Carried.

Mr. Fortin moved an address for al corre-
spondence relating ta the custom duties ex-
acted by the Newfoundland Government
from Canadian fishermen on the Coast of
Labrador.-Carried.

NOVA SCOTA-REPEAL-DR. TUPPER
Mr. McDonald (Antigonish) moved for a

copy of the address of the House of Assembly
of Nova Scotia, praying for the repeal of so
much of the British North America Act as
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refers ta that Province, with the Government
instruction ta Dr. Tupper for his guidance in
England. The honourable member addressed
the House, advocating that the Government
should declare their policy on this very im-
portant question of repeal, which vitally
affected one of the Provinces of the Domin-
ion-Nova Scotia. That Province has sent a
deputation ta England. The Government of
the Dominion had sent a commissioner ta
thwart the wishes of that colony, and Dr.
Tupper, the envoy of the Dominion, was one
who totally misrepresented the wishes or
feelings of Nova Scotia.

Sir John A. Macdonald said there was no
objection ta the address if the wording of the
motion were altered so as ta pray His Ex-
cellency ta procure a copy of the address in
question, as it was quite possible he had not
copies of it when placed in his hands for
transmission ta England.

The motion was altered ta meet this
suggestion.

Mr. Stewart Campbell suggested that the
honourable member for Antigonish should
add ta his motion a request for the resolution
on which the address had been founded.

Mr. McDonald would not do sa.

Mr. Campbell, seconded by Mr. McGee,
moved in amendment that the words "reso-
lution on which the address was founded", be
added ta the motion.

Dr. Parker rose ta move an amendment of
which he had given notice, relative ta the
recall of Dr. Tupper. He was a man utterly
disqualified for being a representative of the
Dominion, and sending him home only deep-
ened the disaffection of the sister Province of
Nova Scotia. The question now was whether
this disaffection should be allowed ta go on
and spread ta a dangerous extent, or whether
efforts should be made such as would tend ta
give confidence ta the people of Nova Scotia
that their interests were not overlooked. If
really the Government desired ta extinguish
instead of fanning the flame of discontent,
then it seemed ta him they should undo that
which they had hastily and ill-advisedly
done, and recall their Commissioner. As
Tupper was unpopular in Nova Scotia, so
would the Government that sent him ta
England be. The dislike now evinced ta Dr.
Tupper would undoubtedly be transferred ta
the Government of the Dominion. These gen-
tlemen had ta thank themselves, for from
first ta last their policy had been one of shift

and expediency and miserable blundering, so
that now that Ministerial party which went
ta the polls as the Union party was really a
disunion party; one whose blundering and
incapacity had already done much ta destroy
the unity and prospects of the Dominion. Not
only were the most influential representatives
of Nova Scotia treated contemptuously by the
Government in that House, but the Govern-
ment by their tariffs, and other means still
further alienated that Province. Step by step
the present Government had pursued a
course inimical and dangerous ta the Union.
Then came the crowning act of folly in the
appointment of the honourable member for
Cumberland as Commissioner ta England.
Now, he hardly believed that as a question of
right and a question of policy, the Govern-
ment of the Dominion should not have inter-
fered. The question at issue was one at this
stage solely between the Province of Nova
Scotia and the Imperial Government. As ta
the appointment of Dr. Tupper, it was one in
which the Minister of Militia did not seem
altogether ta coincide. It appeared ta have
been the work of the leader of the Govern-
ment, and since it had been decided on, it was
a pity the precaution taken by the Minister of
Militia ta join the member for Sherbrooke
with the mission, was not acted on. The motion
he desired ta move in amendment was that it
be added ta the resolution that in the opinion
of this House the appointment of Hon. Dr.
Tupper, C.B., as representative of this Domi-
nion in England, in opposition ta the delegation
sent from Nova Scotia ta lay their grievances
before the Imperial authorities, is calculated ta
increase the existing discontent of that Prov-
ince, and that an address be presented ta His
Excellency praying the recall of Dr. Tupper.

Hon. Mr. Holton seconded the motion.

Mr. Magill said if he had been an opponent
of Confederation he would support this
amendment, but as a supporter of the Act of
Union he felt bound ta oppose it. He consid-
ered that no insult had been offered ta Nova
Scotia in the appointment of Dr. Tupper, who
had been compared ta the last rose of sum-
mer, and who, carrying out the simile, still
remained blooming after the desertion of his
companions. (Laughter). He believed that, on
refiection, Nova Scotia would reconsider her
position, and become eventually as staunch a
component of Confederation as Quebec or
Ontario.

Mr. Thorpson (Haldimand asked whether
the Government intended to introduce a
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measure to remove the tolls from the Burl-
ington Bay Canal, amid universal and pro-
longed merriment.

MR. McGEE'S LAST SPEECH

I took objection, sir, this afternoon to the
motion which has stood for some days in the
name of the honourable member for Well-
ington Centre, and which has now been intro-
duced as an amendment, being taken up out
of order. I did so, as I stated then, believing
that such a discussion as it was likely to
occasion would not be conducive to the
peaceful interests of the country, and the
objection which I raised has been sustained.
That objection was made as much in the
interest of the honourable member himself as
of any other of this country. And had he but
availed himself of the interval which had
thus been offered him for the exercise of
reflection, and decided not to throw himself,
as he has now done, into this Nova Scotia
quarrel, I believe sir, that, in after years, he
would not have failed to acknowledge the
service which I had rendered him. I believe
that the honourable member, although he had
spent some tinie previously in opposing
Confederation, came from the hustings as a
"fair trial man"-one of those pledged at his
election to give the new system a fair
trial-and how is he fulfilling that pledge?
He is seeking for subjects of irritation, and
not finding it advisable openly to oppose the
principles of Union here, loses no opportunity
to strike below the belt-to deal a stab in the
dark-and it is time now that the mask
should be torn from his face. In the honour-
able profession to which he belongs there
are certain applications in use, known to the
faculty as emollients. If, in the exercise of the
duties of that honourable profession, he
makes such liberal emollient use of vinegar
and gall as he here employs towards
Confederation, all I can say is that his un-
lucky patients are sincerely to be pitied. The
honourable gentleman had affected to be a
convert to Confederation. If he had been
really a convert, he would be prepared even
at the eleventh hour-even at the eleventh
hour and the fifty-ninth minute-to give the
new system a fair trial. If he had been
earnest in his professions of desire for the
success of Confederation he might have said,
"I do not think Dr. Tupper was the best
choice for this mission, but, since he has
gone, I wish him all success for the sake of
the welfare of the Union." If he thinks it

[iMr. Thompson (Haldimand).]

necessary at all to go into the matter of the
appointment of a gentleman to watch the
interests of the Dominion in this matter of
repeal, he might be expected to do so in some
such spirit, and to discuss it in some such
tone. He knows well that no good can possi-
bly result from such a motion at such a time;
he knows well that the motion must certainly
miscarry; and he knows well that if it were
possible for it to be adopted, the recall of Dr.
Tupper would have no appreciable effect in
the conciliation of Nova Scotia. Why, Sir, it
would be only the abstraction of a thimble
full from the bucket of her discontentment.
The dissatisfaction with the Union which un-
happily prevails among a considerable por-
tion of the people there is founded on other
grounds than Dr. Tupper's appointment, and
has existed long previously. It is a family
matter which it is the right to leave within
the family; and it is for this reason that none
other than a Nova Scotian could have been
judiciously chosen for the mission. There are
not many in this House, not Nova Scotians,
who know much about Nova Scotia, and why
not leave Nova Scotians to meet Nova Sco-
tians on their own ground? Dr. Tupper's
character has been assailed, and he himself
personally maligned, and it is due to him that
he should be placed in a position to justify
his conduct, with regard to the part he had
taken towards obtaining that Imperial Act of
legislation by which the Union had been
established. It has been charged against him
that he has lost the confidence of his own
people. Sir, I hope that in this House mere
temporary or local popularity will never be
made the test by which to measure the worth
or efficiency of a public servant. (Hear, hear).
He, Sir, who builds upon popularity builds
upon a shifting sand. He who rests simply on
popularity, and who will risk the right in
hunting after popularity, will soon find the
object he pursues slip away from him. It is,
Sir, in my humble opinion, the leader of a
forlorn hope who is ready to meet and stem
the tide of temporary unpopularity, who is
prepared, if needs be, to sacrifice himself in
defence of the principles which he has adopt-
ed as those of truth-who shows us that he is
ready not only to triumph with his principles,
but even to suffer for his principles-who has
proved himself, above all others, worthy of
peculiar honour. (Applause). It would show
but a base spirit to sacrifice the man who had
sacrificed himself for the Union. Nothing in
this appointment has so greatly pleased me as
the chivalry of spirit by which it has been
dictated, and in which the honourable and
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learned Knight at the head of the Govern-
ment has defended the honourable member
for Cumberland in his absence. (Hear, hear).
I think, Sir, that it is a pity that our Nova
Scotia friends have not yet been able to make
up their minds to give the scheme of Union a
fair trial-that they have not consented to
allow it to work untrammelled-that they
have not been contented to watch its natural
revolution in its appointed orbit unchecked
by any stumbling block of their placing. For
their own sakes-for the sakes of their an-
cient and renowned loyalty of their Province
-I regret the course they have chosen. The
Repeal address which the popular branch of
their Legislature has adopted, and a copy of
which is asked for in the motion now before
us is too schoolboy a performance to prove
creditable to Nova Scotia on the journals of
this House, if it is to be entered there. It is
unworthy of that Province which has pro-
duced so illustrious an array of men of emi-
nence-men whom we respect not only as
lawyers of excellence, but also as acknowl-
edged masters of English composition. It is a
document at once ill-considered and falla-
cious-the production of empiric politi-
cians-and, while we admit the discredit
which its publication will attach to Nova
Scotia, we must remember that any short-
coming on her part will reflect some portion
of its discredit upon ourselves also, recollect-
ing that whatever reputation is achieved by
British Americans abroad, will be made ap-
plicable to every section of the whole Do-
minion. The propositions which the address
enunciates are of two classes: firstly, state-
ments of opinion or conclusions of argument,
which I, Sir, for one, maintain to be unsound;
and secondly, allegations of fact, which, in
many instances, I know to be incorrect. And I
say that it is not creditable to the author of
that address to hear the tone in which he
speaks of the administration of our institu-
tions, and stigmatizes the Lieutenant-
Governors who rule these Provinces as the
mere tools of the Canadian Government,
while he brands the Senators of his own
Province as hirelings purchased to carry out
the Union. It is not creditable that such a
charge should have been brought by Nova
Scotians against Nova Scotians. The address
complains generally of injuries supposed to
have been inflicted upon Nova Scotia by the
old Province of Canada, and charged our
statesmen with having juggled Nova Scotia
out of her liberties. Such allegations, or any
allegations of the existence of any quarrel
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between Nova Scotia and Canada, are totally
groundless. The address totally misstates the
question. The quarrel, if any quarrel there
be, rests between Nova Scotia and the British
Empire, from whose power the Act of Union
alone derives its authority. And I think, Sir,
without any disrespect to that Province, that,
in any controversy with the British Empire,
even the most patriotic Nova Scotian will
admit himself overmatched, in his attempt to
limit the power of British influence. The
Nova Scotian complaints divide themselves
under two heads. A portion of them may be
within the power of this House to remedy,
and a portion of them are not so, but rest
entirely with the Imperial Parliament. With
the latter we have no concern, but as regards
our own share, I am sure that this House has
no disposition to act in any spirit of un-
fairness. (Hear, hear). It may be that there
are some grounds of complaint with regard to
some of the legislation of the early part of
the session, and that, in such minor matters
as the newspaper postage and certain tariff
impositions, Nova Scotia may have some
grounds for remonstrance, but so long as
these points admit of modification or adjust-
ment there will be no danger of its denial
here. Whenever, Sir, the Nova Scotian case on
these issues, is presented fairly and calmly, it
will find an amount of support here which
will leave none of its advocates ground for
complaint that the voice of Nova Scotia de-
manding justice is not fairly listened to with-
in these walls. Then as now, and in that case
as in every case, the representatives of Nova
Scotia will find all parties in this House
united in the desire of doing justice to their
Province. And, Sir, I am sure that not one of
them will deny to-day that the same justice
has been meted out to themselves as to all
other portions of the Dominion, or that fear,
favour or affection for any individual locali-
ties has been evidenced in the Government of
the Confederation. But Nova Scotia must only
ask us to consider these subjects from a
broad national point of view, and to deal
with herself, not with exceptional partiality,
but in the same spirit of even-handed
fairness which we extended equally to
Quebec, Ontario, or New Brunswick. And
here, Sir, I cannot withhold my acknowledge-
ment of respectful appreciation of the moder-
ate and large-minded, and truly national spir-
it, in which the honourable member for
Lambton, the leader of the largest section of
the Opposition, has approached and has dealt
with all these great questions affecting the
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carrying out, and the maintenance and the
welfare of the Union. All that can be justly
required on the part of Nova Scotia, is that
the opinions of her representatives, expressed
in this Legislature here, shall carry with
them their duly proportionate weight, and I
have only to regret that gentlemen opposite
should have taken their stand upon a plat-
form so ultramontane as to forbid approach
by any well wisher of the Union. If there is
to be any satisfactory cooperation upon the
subjects in which they are most deeply inter-
ested, they must endeavour to modify the
extremeness of their views-not necessarily
to compel them to a coincidence with ours,
but at least to present them, where alone
argument or comparison can be possible, in
the same plane. In the attitude they have
taken the first advances towards mutual
political amity must come from them, and
these advances will be, I shall venture to
assert for all on our side, frankly and fairly
responded to. I hold, Sir, in my hands a little
volume, a pamphlet which has been very
recently issued, but which I shall take the
liberty of recommending to every member of
this House, as well worthy of his attentive
perusal. It is entitled "Intercolonial Trade
-Our Only Safeguard against Disunion."
Its author is Mr. Haliburton, whose happy
manner of treating his important subject dis-
plays the great ability hereditary in his name.
Mr. Haliburton is not, I believe, actively
mixed up with politics, and undoubtedly han-
dles his topic in no merely party style. From
this reason alone the conclusions from his
disinterested, impartial and unimpassioned
point of view, adopted and published in the
interests of the permanent prosperity of the
country, must be regarded of greater weight,
and of greater soundness, than those of the
framers of this address, which can work but
a temporary mischief. And this pamphlet
shows conclusively, beyond doubt or cavil,
that ought indeed to be sufficiently obvious to
us all-that the Union is not to be consolidat-
ed by any temporary conciliating concessions
to evanescent popular prejudice-not by any
momentary humouring, in this direction or in
that, of some particular local or sectional
phase of public opinion-but by our constant,
earnest and unremitting care of the commer-
cial welfare and progress of the Province.
And besides this attention and practical con-
sideration we need, above everything else, the
healing influence of time. I have, Sir, great
reliance on the mellowing effects of time. It is
not only the lime, and the sand, and the hair,
[Mr. McGee (Montreal West).]

and the mortar, but the time which has been
taken to temper it. And if time be so neces-
sary an element in so rudimentary a process
as the mixing of mortar, of how much greater
importance must it be in the work of con-
solidating the Confederation of these Prov-
inces. Time, Sir, will heal all existing irrita-
tions; time will mellow and refine all points
of contrast that seem so harsh to-day; time
will come to the aid of the pervading princi-
ples of impartial justice, which happily
permeates the whole land. By and by Time
will show us the Constitution of this Do-
minion as much cherished in the hearts of the
people of all its Provinces, not excepting
Nova Scotia, as is the British Constitution
itself. And I do not despair, with the assist-
ance of Time, of seeing by and by the
honourable member for Lunenburg himself
converted into the heartiest supporter of
Union within these walls, willing and anxious
to perpetuate the system which he will find
to work so advantageously for his own
Province, and adopting the position of the
honourable member for Guysboro' as that of
the true and patriotic stateman. I will not,
Sir, believe that such anticipations are il
founded, for I can find their precedent even
in the history of Nova Scotia herself. When
Cape Breton was annexed to Nova Sco-
tia-annexed not by any Act of Parliament,
but simply by an order of the King in
Council, the people were so strongly opposed
to the Union that they almost threatened
rebellion. Well, Sir, this took place so lately
as 1820, and already time has brought with i
its certain healing operation, and there is no
question raised now of the advantages which
the Union has conferred. There is no such
question, because there has been no conse-
quent injustice. The incorporated people have
found that there is no desire to rob them of
their liberties, and no disposition to treat
them with unfairness. They see, what time
shows them, that the Union was affected for
their advantage, as well as that of their
neighbours, and they are satisfied, because
they find it working for both. And, Sir, I
have every confidence that we will similarly
wear out Nova Scotian hostility by the un-
failing exercise and exhibition of a high-
minded spirit of fair play. It has been said
that the interests of Canada are diametrically
opposed to the interests of Nova Scotia, but I
ask which of the parties to the partnership
has most interests in its successful conduct, or
has most to fear from the failure which the
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misfortunes or the losses of any of its mem-
bers must occasion. Would it not be we who
have embarked the largest share of the capi-
tal of Confederation? Our friends, Sir, need
have no fear but that that Confederation will
ever be administered with serene and even
justice. To its whole history, from its earliest
inception to its final triumphant consumation,
no stigma can be attached, no stain attribut-
ed. Its single aim from the beginning has
been to consolidate the extent of British
North America with the utmost regard to the
independent powers and privileges of each
Province, and I, Sir, who have been, and who
am still, its warm and earnest advocate,
speak here not as the representative of any
race, or of any Province, but as thoroughly
and emphatically a Canadian, ready and
bound to recognize the claims, if any, of my
Canadian fellow subjects, from the farthest
east to the farthest west, equally as those of
my nearest neighbour, or of the friend who
proposed me on the hustings. (Great ap-
plause).

Mr. Young derided the practice of crying
"peace, peace, where there is no peace," and
asserting that the Union was really in danger,
after repudiating with indignation the charge
of disloyalty which had been so unjustly
brought against his party, gave his opinion
that the object of the amendment was one of
conciliation, not agitation. (Hear, hear.) The
result of sending Dr. Tupper home would be
to impress Nova Scotia that we were to reap
so great a benefit from the Confederation as
to be determined to carry it through with or
without the popular consent. (Hear, hear.)
These principles were not, he maintained,
prevalent in the West, which had never ex-
pected pecuniary advantage, nor contemplat-
ed an unwilling Union. He held that the
Government should have sent home no envoy
whatever, and last of all him whom they had
chosen. They should have remembered that
the Union had been carried, not by them, but
by the Imperial authorities, and should have
left the question unbiassed between Nova
Scotia and the Mother Country, The honoura-
ble member for Montreal West had deprecat-
ed the interference of Dr. Parker in a con-
troversy beyond his Province, but he should
have carried his argument further, and
should have regretted that the Government
had not followed the abstinence he had
recommended to the member for Wellington,
and refrained from mixing themselves with
affairs in which they had no right to meddle.
It had been said that Dr. Tupper should not
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be sacrificed because he was unpopular, but,
although lie could not understand how his
new appointment to this mission would have
involved his sacrifice, lie held that personal
considerations could not be justly permitted
to outweigh national necessities, and added
that he believed the Nova Scotia sentiment
was directed less against Union principles
than against the present administration,
against whom such accusations of extrava-
gance and even corruption had been credited
as might convince their patriotism of the evil
resulting to the Confederation from their re-
tention of the reins of power. He could not
comprehend the wisdom of imitating the os-
trich in its efforts to persuade itself that no
danger existed near it, and concluded by
asserting that the most earnest and delicate
efforts at conciliation could alone preserve
the Union.

Mr. McDonald (Lunenburg) said he oc-
cupied a different standpoint from the mover
of the amendment (Dr. Parker). That gentle-
man spoke as a friend of the Union. He (Mr.
McDonald) made no such profession. He
would rather not have taken part in this
debate, for it was a matter of indifference to
him whether Dr. Tupper went on this mission
or stayed, lie and his colleagues were here
because the law compelled them to come
here, and they wished to have so much of
that law repealed as compelled their attend-
ance, and the people of Nova Scotia left as
they were before-the controllers of their
own political and commercial destinies. He
proceeded to refer to Mr. McGee's attack on
the address which had emanated from the
Local Parliament of Nova Scotia, and on the
members who framed it. These gentlemen
might not have the literary and logical ability
which would satisfy the fastidious taste of the
member for West Montreal, but they had this
merit, at least, that they represented the
sentiments and opinions of their people. He
was not surprised the honourable gentleman
should have spoken in the way le did of the
absent when he remembered how valiantly
on a former occasion lie made it impossible
for a gentleman in this House whom he had
attacked somewhat warmly to reply to him.
The member for West Montreal had stated
that time would heal their irritation. He
would ask was Ireland more conciliated at
this hour than when she was united to
England? The honourable gentleman indicat-
ed his opinion that the tariff of last December
should be modified; but this would be done
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not.because the House would consider it right
to be done, but because it would consider it
dangerous to the peace of the Dominion that
it should remain undone. But suppose that
legislation was altered on account of the
feeling now prevailing in Nova Scotia, what
guarantee was there that a few years after-
wards, when there was not the same excited
feeling to deal with, the House would not
perpetrate the same injustice? He did not
think Nova Scotia would be diverted from
her course by this talk about conciliation, and
he ,would ask if the Government had really
desired to conciliate Nova Scotia, was Dr.
Tupper the man they would have sent on this
mission? When the Government continued
week after week to perform acts of this sort,
insulting to Nova Scotia, they need not be
surprised if the day was not far distant when
the feelings of that Province would be mani-
fested in a way little calculated to promote
the peace and harmony of the country, and
which would cause the Government of the
Dominion to regret that they had not been a
little more cautious. He should vote for the
amendment, although he must again repeat
that he regretted the necessity which had
compelled him to take part in the debate.

Hon. Mr. McGee gave some explanations in
reply to the charge made by the last speaker,
that he had acted unfairly towards the Hon.
Joseph Howe in the early part of the session.
He said he had given notice to Mr. Howe that
he was to refer to him in the course of his
speech, but that gentleman said he was going
to a club dinner, but a friend would take any
notes of the speech that were necessary.

Mr. Malcolm C. Cameron would not have
risen to speak at that late hour, but that he
intended on that occasion to separate himself
from the honourable gentleman on that side
of the House with whom he usually acted. He
thought it an extreme and uncalled for course
to urge on the Government the recall of Dr.
Tupper, a man who was not only talented,
but one of the most upright and able who
could be sent on a mission of this kind. He
was not the best man who might have been
chosen, but the constitutional way is that
such appointments as these are the exclusive
prerogative of the Crown, and unless in a
case of flagrant corruption, or a job the
House of Commons would not be justified in
opposing such an appointment. In his (Mr.
Canieron's) opinion, no such case had been
made out by the member for Centre Well-
ington. That member had altogether failed to

[Mr. McDonald (Lunenburg).]

establish such a case as should induce the
House to take the extraordinary step of ask-
ing that the envoy of the Government be
recalled. He could not, therefore, vote for the
amendment; but he hoped this matter would
teach the Government the necessity of a
conciliatory policy toward Nova Scotia-a
course very different from that they had
hitherto pursued.

Mr. Morris raised a point of order, stating
that the amendment, if added to the original
resolution, would not be consistent with itself.
The lst clause of the original resolution re-
quests a copy of the address to the Imperial
Parliament, and of the instructions to Dr.
Tupper, and then the amendment goes on to
express an opinion on the delegate sent, and
finally winds up by another prayer for an
address praying the recall of Dr. Tupper.
Now, the resolution, as thus drawn, was al-
together inconsistent with itself.

Hon. Mr. Holton was bound to say that he
thought the point of order well taken. He had
allowed his name to be used as the seconder of
the motion of the member for Centre Well-
ington, as it stood some days ago; but in
tacking it on to the motion before the House
that honourable member had not used due
caution, and hence it stood liable to the
objection which had been raised.

The Speaker ruled that the motion in
amendment was in order.

Hon. Mr. Cartier suggested that the mem-
ber for Centre Wellington should withdraw
his amendment, as in the event of its being
lost it killed off the motion of the honourable
member for Guysboro' too.

Hon. J. S. Macdonald also recommended
that the amendment be withdrawn, and let
the matter it treated come up at a future
time as a substantive motion.

Hon. Mr. Galt hoped, too, that the honoura-
ble member would withdraw his amendment.
He (Mr. Galt) thought he would have been
glad to be associated with a man of Dr. Tup-
per's abilities on any other mission, yet would
not wish to be his associate in a mission which
would not probably tend to the advantage of
the country. He did not think the mission a
well timed one, though it was determined on
with the best intent. But now that Dr. Tupper
had gone, it would be unwise to recall him.
For his (Mr. Galt's) part, he felt all along
that the hearty cooperation of Nova Scotia
must be secured to the Dominion, or else
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Confederation would be a failure. The opposi-
tion in Nova Scotia he believed to be rather
sentimental than real. But still, it was highly
desirable that nothing should be done that
could possibly be avoided to intensify their
feelings. He sincerely hoped that the Imperial
Government, resting their decision in this
matter on the interests of the Empire, would
not in listening to the temporary ebullition of
discontent embodied in the resolution, do
anything which would lead to a dissolution of
the Union. There was nothing more certain
than that the moment this Dominion was
found to be a failure, the moment it became
dismembered. That moment the last hope of a
separate national existence for Canada was at
an end, and they must look forward to gravi-
tating into the neighbouring Republic. The
feeling of the House towards Nova Scotia was
that of desiring to do them justice. There was
not the slightest intention on the part of the
people or representatives of the Dominion to
do injustice to Nova Scotia, and he trusted
the people of that Province would discard
such prejudices. He trusted the amendment
would be withdrawn. It was one which must
be treated by the House as one of non-confi-
dence in the Ministry. He would vote against
the amendment, because he did not believe it
was one for the interests of the Dominion.

Mr. F. Jones (Leeds). altogether repudiated
the notion of the member for Sherbrooke that
if the Dominion were a failure it must end in
the absorption of the Provinces by the United
States. That in any such event as Nova Scotia
leaving the Confederacy, the Provinces must
gravitate towards the United States was an
extremely dangerous doctrine for any mem-
ber of that House to announce, and especially
one occupying the prominent position of the
member for Sherbrooke. When the Provinces
were all disunited, he (Mr. Jones) did not
know that any such feeling had ever pre-
vailed. Even Nova Scotia, when she had her
own Legislature was loyal, and he would say
that even if Nova Scotia went, and there was
every appearance of it, still, that would lead
to no such event as annexation; and it was
unwise in any member to encourage every
discontented person in this country and
everywhere else who would rejoice to believe
the Provinces were gravitating towards the
United States. He denied that there was any
such tendency in the Provinces, and as far as
he could see, whether Nova Scotia went or
not there would not be the slightest ten-
dency to gravitate in the direction pointed
out. No, not even if New Brunswick went too

would any feeling of gravitating towards the
United States be predominant; and on this
point he might add that honourable gentle-
man spoke of conciliating Nova Scotia, but he
for one would never agree for that purpose
that American produce should be allowed to
come into the Dominion duty free, while the
people of the Dominion were shut out from
the markets of the United States.

Mr. McLellan said the member for Sher-
brooke, while condemning the appointment of
Dr. Tupper, wished the amendment rejected
because he did not desire to vote non-confi-
dence in the Government. The honourable
gentleman when he was so anxious to stave
off a vote of non-confidence in the Govern-
ment, while so often expressing his opinion
against the Government, was probably only
waiting till they were a little deeper in the
mire. The honourable member wishes to con-
ciliate Nova Scotia. It would be an act of
conciliation to recall Dr. Tupper. The honour-
able gentleman said the evil was done. If he
regarded it as an evil, did he wish the House
to adopt the doctrine that an evil once done
was not to be corrected? The member for
West Montreal had charged the mover of this
amendment with stabbing in the dark. He
would tell the honourable member that the
people of Nova Scotia regarded Dr. Tupper as
having ever throughout this whole matter
strick below the belt and stabbed in the
dark. His appointment had deepened the feel-
ing of hostility in Nova Scotia. As the last
drop made the bucket run over, so this act
might lead the people into open breaches of
the peace. It had been said the quarrel of
Nova Scotia was with the British Govern-
ment. This was incorrect. Its quarrel was
with the men who made the British Gov-
ernment believe the people of Nova Scotia
wanted the Union. He denied that the Nova
Scotia representatives had laboured to excite
feelings to the Union before these acts, as it
had been since. He did not approve of all the
acts of Government, but when a Local
Legislature attempted to break up the Union,
he did approve of the act of the Government
in taking measures to have the Dominion
Legislature represented, and he thought Dr.
Tupper was the proper person to send.

Mr. Blake criticized the speech of the mem-
ber for Montreal, and said the strongest argu-
ment it contained had been answered by the
member for Sherbrooke. That argument-the
only argument in his speech-was that Dr.
Tupper's personal character required vindica-
tion; that it would have been a base thing not
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to appoint him. Taking different ground,
he attacked the member for Centre Well-
ington as an anti-unionist, as striking below
the belt, as stabbing in the dark. To be
consistent, he should apply the same language
to the member for Sherbrooke. The motion
embraced two propositions-that Dr. Tupper
should not have been appointed, and that he
should now be recalled. The member for
Sherbrooke strongly supported the first of
these propositions, but opposed the second.
The honourable member said it was a motion
of want of confidence. He (Mr. Blake) be-
lieved it would be treated in that way, and
that the majority would be disposed to sup-
port the Government, not because they did
not agree in the first proposition or second
proposition, but because they felt the motion
was a censure on the Government whom they
were determined to support. With them be
the responsibility. He for one was prepared to
vote for the motion.

Mr. Mackenzie with reference to Mr.
McGee's argument, that it was a duty the
Government owed to the member for
Cumberland to afford him an opportunity of
vindicating himself in England, and he could
not set the interests of an individual against
that of a whole nation. The honourable mem-
ber insisted that Dr. Tupper should not be
sacrificed. He (Mr. Mackenzie) was prepared
to go even further than that. He was pre-
pared not only to sacrifice Dr. Tupper, but
to sacrifice the Government and all their
male relations to propitiate Nova Scotia and
preserve the Union. (Laughter). This difficult
question which had arisen must be met not
only with conciliatory language, but with
conciliatory actions. If we desired to retain
Nova Scotia in the Union, we ought to
remove every just ground of complaint. Mere
honeyed words would effect little unless that
were accompanied by actions. If it was neces-
sary to make changes in our Legislation we
should not hesitate to do so. At present,
however, he did not think much practical
results would be derived from discussing
these difficulties, as events were transpiring
in England which might materially effect the
dealing with them; but so far as his voice and
influence would go, he desired to urge on this
question-a policy of conciliation should per-
vade the whole proceedings of this House and
the language of all its members. None would
suppose that the people of Nova Scotia would
have any objection to what they would deem a
just union with the other British colonies to
be achieved with their own consent, and he

[Mr. Blake (Durham West).]

was quite sure that in the course of a very
few years we would be able so to harmonize
all interests in our commercial policy and
every other portion of our national policy, as
to promote the prosperity of Nova Scotia, but
at present we had to deal with the actual
difficulty which presented itself. With this
view we should remove every just ground of
complaint, and if the recall of Dr. Tupper
was considered in that light, we should not
hesitate to recall him.

Hon. Mr. Holton suggested that the amend-
ment should be withdrawn as proposed.

Mr. Ferguson objected to the withdrawal of
the motion.

Hon. Mr. Holton then asked in what condi-
tion was the House placed a little ago. The
Minister of Militia had asked the withdrawal
of the motion, and now with the management
of the leader of the Government, the staunch-
est follower in the House of the Minister of
Justice rises and objects to the withdrawal,
but since the Government insisted on the
vote being taken, he would move an adjourn-
ment of the debate in order that a full
expression of the opinion of the House should
be given on this point.

Hon. Mr. Smith strongly condemned the
conduct of the Government on this matter.

Sir John A. Macdonald repudiated the
statement that he had in any way induced
the member for South Simcoe to take the
action he had done. It was such a statement
as the member for Chateauguay was accus-
tomed to make. It was taking such a course
as had left that honourable member without
a backing, without a follower, without a
friend in that House. Notwithstanding years
of Parliamentary experience, that honourable
gentleman was without a position and was
forced to cling to the skirts of the honourable
member for Hochelaga. In order to show
honourable gentlemen the Government did
not wish to shirk the vote, he would consent
to the postponement of the debate in order
that the matter might be fully discussed to-
morrow.

Hon. Mr. Dorion did not think there was
any need for the excitement of the Minister
of Justice. He was glad the adjournment had
been agreed to.

Mr. Mackenzie regretted the Minister of
Justice should have become so excited with
respect to the withdrawal. He was quite cer-
tain it was the best policy. The full discussion
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of this topic which must be indulged in must
prove injurious to the Union, and he trusted
it would be withdrawn.

Mr. Ferguson said if the honourable gentle-
man was in earnest, he ought to have used
his influence with the member for Centre
Wellington to prevent the motion coming up.
Besides all the harm that could be done by
the discussion had been done.

Hon. Mr. Holton said he had consented to
the withdrawal at the suggestion of the
Minister of Militia, but if the flouse desired it
he would not object to the postponement.

Dr. Parker said he had intended to accept
the proposal of the Minister of Militia and
withdraw the motion, and was not, therefore,
responsible for the subsequent debate and
pressing the motion to a division.

Mr. Gali said on many grounds it was desir-
able there should be a withdrawal.

Mr. Chauveau said nothing could be gained
by the renewal of the debate, and he hoped
the motion would be withdrawn.

Hon. J. S. Macdonald took the same view.
He thought it best to leave the affairs of
Nova Scotia in the hands of its people. They
had not, he believed, sought the intervention
of voters' members in their affairs in this
way, and he hoped the amendment would,
therefore, be withdrawn.

Mr. D. A. McDonald objected to the discus-
sion being prolonged.

Mr. Ferguson said he would consent to the
withdrawal if the matter were not to come up
again in a substantive motion to the same
effect.

Dr. Parker said he would not bring the
subject up again, if he were allowed to with-
draw his motion, as that was the desire of the
House.

The amendment was withdrawn and the
original motion carried.

Sir John A. Macdonald, in accordance with
a requisition sent to him, signed by a majority
of the members, moved that when the House
adjourned at 6 o'clock on Wednesday evening
next, it stand adjourned till half-past seven
o'clock p.m. on the following Tuesday. Car-
ried.

The House adjourned at five minutes past
two.

MOTIONS

Mr. Morrison, Wednesday, that the petition
of George T. Denison, of Toronto, praying
compensation for alleged damages sustained
by detention of the propeller GEORGIAN in
1865, be referred to a select committee.

Mr. Fortier-Copies of reports of the medi-
cal men examined in the Provencher-Bois-
claire case, with their names, and the amounts
paid them.
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Tuesday, April 7, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at ten minutes
past three.

Sir J. A. Macdonald amid profound silence
and attention, and manifestly struggling to
repress extreme emotion, which frequently
interrupted his delivery, and made him al-
most inaudible in some passages, rose and
said that it was with feelings of pain amount-
ing to anguish that he addressed the Chair.
He who only that morning had charmed them
with the eloquence, elevated them by his
statesmanship and instructed them by his
wisdom, the echo of whose voice was yet
ringing in their ears, had passed from among
them, foully murdered. If ever a soldier who
had fallen on the field of battle in the front
rank of the fray had deserved well of his
country, Thomas D'Arcy McGee had deserved
well of Canada and her people. He felt that
the unaffected heartfelt sorrow which op-
pressed them could not but prevent their
present proper expression of their feeling,
and he himself felt peculiar disability-utter
incapability-in attempting to address him-
self to the subject then, suffering as he did
from the sudden and awful loss, not only of
one who had been his true and faithful
friend-not only of one who had acted with
him for some years-but of one with whose
varied richness and intellectual gifts, he had
also had the happiness to enjoy an intimate
communion. By-and-by the fHouse would
have the melancholy pleasure of considering
the character and disposition of their late
friend and colleague, but to-day the shock
was too recent, the atrocity too vividly horri-
ble. Kind, generous, one whose heart was
open to every man, whose friendship was
sincere, and whose quarrels were written in
water, he might have lived a long life had he
but chosen the path of ease. Hle had lived a
respected life, and had died a heroic death-a
martyr to the cause of his country. How easy
it might have been for him to sail along the
tide of popularity, had he been swayed
by no higher aims. But he had been slain-he
feared he had been slain-because he had in
preference taken the line of duty. He could
not help being struck by, and could not

refrain from directing the recollection of the
House to a few words which had formed part
of the last address which he had spoken
there, and the report of which he would read.
Mr. McGee had said that "he hoped that
mere temporary or local popularity would
never be made in that House a test of worth.
Hie that rested simply on popularity, and
would risk right in hunting for popularity,
would soon find that which he hunted for,
slip away from him. Base indeed would he be
who would not risk popularity for a good
cause-that of his country." He who spoke
those words had gone from us, and it would
be long before we should see his like again.
"In wit, a man; simplicity, a child." Every
word with which his splendid eloquence ex-
pressed his ingenious impulse had been ut-
tered on behalf, and in the direction only of
what was right, good and just. He could only
say now, on behalf of the Government, that,
if he had left them amid so deep felt a regret,
they must remember that the blow would fall
heavily upon his widow and orphans. These
he had left behind him as a sacred legacy,
and they would be wanting in their duty to
the country, if they failed to accept the
sacred trust, and took care to shelter from all
risk of want, the dear ones whom he had
confided to their care. He concluded by mov-
ing that the House, when it adjourned that
day, do stand adjourned to the following
Tuesday (14th April), at half-past seven, and
that the House do then adjourn.

Mr. Mackenzie said-In rising to second
this motion, I find it almost impossible to
proceed. But last night we were all charmed
by the eloquence of our departed friend, who
is now numbered with our honoured dead,
and none of us dreamed when we separated
last that we should so very soon be called in
this way to record our affection for him who
has been thus suddenly cut off. It was my
own lot for many years to work in political
harmony with him, and it was my lot some-
times to oppose him; but through all the
vicissitudes of political warfare, we ever found
him possessing that generous disposition, char-
acteristic of the man and his country; and it
will be long, as the honourable knight at the
head of the Government has said, before we
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can see his like amongst us. I think there can
be no doubt upon the mind of anyone who
has watched the events of the last few years
in our country, in connection with events in
his own distant native land, that he has fallen
a victim to the noble and patriotic course
which he has pursued in this country-hav-
ing been assassinated by one of those who are
alike the enemies of our country and of
mankind. (Hear, hear). I cordially sympathize
with all that has been uttered by the honour-
able gentleman at the head of the Govern-
ment in making this motion, and I have no
fear that the generosity of Canadians will fail
when it comes to be considered what we owe
to his memory, and what we owe to his
family. I would gladly, if I could, speak for a
few minutes regarding the position he held
among us; but I cannot do more to-day than
simply record my full appreciation of his
public character as an orator, a statesman
and a patriot, and express the fervent hope
that his family, thus suddenly bereaved of
him who was at once their support and their
shield, will not, so far as the comforts of this
life can be afforded, suffer by his death; and
that all the consolation that can be given by
those who have been long his companions in
public life, by that sentiment of universal
sorrow which prevails in every heart, will be
brought to the hearts of those more immedi-
ately connected with him-his wife and chil-
dren. This is the first instance we have had in
our country of any of our public men being
stricken down by the hand of an assassin;
and grief for our loss and grief for his family
are mingled in my mind with a profound
feeling of shame and regret that such a thing
could, by any possibility, happen in our
midst; and I can only hope that the efforts to
be made by the Government will lead to the
discovery that to an alien hand is due the
sorrow that now clouds not only this House
but the whole community. (lear, hear.)

Hon. Mr. Cartier-Mr. Speaker,-I will
state at the outset that my heart is filled with
feelings of the deepest sorrow. I had the
pleasure and delight, in common with all the
members of the House, to listen last night to
the charming eloquence of one who was my
colleague in the representation of the City of
Montreal; and no one expected at that mo-
ment that any one of us should be here
speaking to-day on such a lamentable evil as
that which befell us immediately after the
adjournment of the House. I feel much deep
regret at this moment that I am not gifted
with the power of speech, that power of

[Mr. Mackenzie (Lambton).]

description, that power of eloquence, which
distinguished our departed friend. I could
make use of such power to bring fresh before
you, Sir, and before this House, in proper
language, the great loss we have suffered, the
loss the country has suffered, and the loss
mankind bas suffered in the death of Thomas
D'Arcy McGee. Our colleague, Mr. McGee,
was not an ordinary man. He was, I may say,
one of those great gifted minds whom it
pleases Providence sometimes to set before
the world in order to show to what a height
the intellect of man can be exalted by the
Almighty. Mr. McGee adopted this land of
Canada as his country, but although this was
the land of adoption, he never ceased to love
his mother country, his dear old Ireland. In
this adopted land of his he did all in his
power, in order that his countrymen should
be rendered as happy as possible, whether
their lot was cast in this country, in Ireland,
or in any part of this globe where an Irish-
man had set his foot. Mr. McGee, though
very young, had a great deal of experience.
He was connected with political events in
Ireland in 1848; and there is not the least
doubt that those painful times caused him to
give the deepest consideration to those politi-
cal evils. Though he was, as described by my
honourable friend the leader of the Gov-
ernment, a man of impulse, a man of genius,
and of wisdom, it is very seldom we meet a
man on earth having those fine gifts, who
was so judicious as our late colleague. He was
educated, as it were, for the benefit of his
country. He is no longer among us, and I
suppose all of my listeners at this moment
will say with me that it has not been given to
any one of us to have ever listened to so
eloquent a public man. Every one of us
shares in the conviction that such happiness,
such delight will never be given hereafter to
any one of us during our lifetime. He has left
us; he has left behind him expressions of his
feelings, of patriotism, and an immense
amount of evidence that no Irishman on
earth loved so much dear Ireland as he did.
Mr. Speaker, I cannot but allude at this
moment to that foreign organization in the
land inhabited by our neighbours. There is
not the least doubt that Mr. McGee, by warn-
ing the Irishmen of Canada not to join in that
detestable organization, rendered the great
service that an Irishman can render to his
country. (Hear, hear.) He acquired for the
Irish inhabitants of Canada the inestimable
reputation of loyalty, and of freedom from
any participation in the hateful, detestable
feelings and doings of the members of that
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abominable institution-the Fenian organiza-
tion. (Hear, hear). Now that he is no longer
amongst us, that he has passed from life to
death, it is very likely that his death was the
work of an assassin in that organization-the
work of a brother of Cain. It is not for us at
this moment to excite feelings of revenge
against the perpetrator of such an abomina-
ble act, but everyone of us know this, that if
Thos. D'Arcy McGee had not taken the patri-
otic stand which he took before and during
the Fenian invasion of this country, he would
not be lying a corpse this morning. At all
events, Sir, every Irishman inhabiting the
different Provinces of Canada, when they
consider the service Thos. D'Arcy McGee
rendered to them, in order to induce them
not to partake in that Fenian movement in
the United States, will lament his death as
much as anyone of us. Now, Mr. Speaker, I
will not allude to his private qualities. I have
known him, and we know that of this world's
goods he possessed very little. He was a poor
man, but I know myself what feelings of
charity swelled his heart; the little he had he
was always willing to share with his poor
countrymen. Although he was so gifted, al-
though he soared so high above the ablest
men in the land, did he ever show a feeling
of vanity, did he ever show a feeling of pride,
did he ever show by even a word that he was
more gifted than anyone else in the land? No;
but he used all his great power and ability,
modestly, for the good of his native land and
his adopted country. I do hope and trust that
this great Dominion will not leave helpless
his widow and his dear children. He has not
been it is true, upon the field of battle; it
cannot be said he met the fate of a military
hero, but his end was that of a Parliamentary
hero. For two or three years he knew the bad
passions which existed among certain classes
on the other side of the line. Again and again,
lie received, through newspapers and other
means, warning of the fate which he met last
night. Well, did that prevent him from con-
tinuing his good work of inducing his coun-
trymen to have nothing to do with that
detestable organization? No; he laboured on;
and now that he is no longer amongst us, we
feel that the Irish inhabitants of the Do-
minion will appreciate the service he has
rendered to them, and that they will mingle
their tears with ours to his irreparable loss.
(Hear, hear).

Mr. Chamberlin said, when profound grief
such as now reigns in this House weighs
down men's hearts, few words are best. Yet I

am loath that we should depart ere some
tribute of respect has been paid, some words
of regret uttered even in this place on behalf
of the fraternity of letters to which the
deceased belonged. It is fit it should be spo-
ken even though it came from a member of
that which is held to be the lower branch of
the literary craft to which I belong, in which,
too, our deceased friend has held it no mean
honour to win a distinguished place. (Hear,
hear). His love of letters and the great diver-
sity of his writings are well known. Of his
diligence in promoting the cause of literature,
his endeavours to promote a love of letters
amid the young men of Montreal and of the
whole Dominion, it has been my privilege
also to know much. He has made himself
known in Canada and abroad as a lecturer,
essayist, historian, and poet, with so much
distinction that it may be said of him, as of a
celebrated countryman of his, "nihil legit
quod non rara vis." Others have spoken in
fitting terms of the matchless oratory with
which he clothed statesmanlike thought; and
of his labours to allay intestine strife and
promote the highest interests of the country,
for which he has lost his life; but the press
and literature of Canada must also mourn
to-day for their brightest light extinguished,
their greatest man prematurely reft from
them, as he has been from his country.
(Applause).

Hon. Mr. Anglin said-I would be un-
worthy of my position in this House if I did
not take this occasion to join in this expres-
sion of horror and detestation which I know
every member of this House, every man
worthy of the name of a man in this Do-
minion, must feel at the atrocious crime
which has been committed. (Hear, hear). I
feel peculiarly embarrassed on this occasion,
because it has been assumed, and I fear only
too correctly, that this foul assassination has
been the work of an organization of Irishmen.
Not, I trust, of Irishmen belonging to this
Dominion, though I think it will not require
much intelligence to determine that any Ir-
ishman who has enjoyed the free institutions
of this country, could not be guilty of such a
dastardly act. (Hear, hear). But I cannot help
thinking, nevertheless, that as wherever Ir-
ishman are, they are all one people, the crime
of one will reflect on them all. I think I may
speak on behalf of the whole of the Irishmen
of this Dominion, I am sure I may on behalf
of those of my own Province, in expressing
our utter detestation of this crime. It is an
outrage that will probably have a great effect
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on the future of this country. None of us can
realize its effects yet. The shock is too recent,
and some of us can on this occasion give vent
to the feelings which overmaster us. Perhaps,
after all, this is the highest tribute which we
can pay to the man who has gone from
amongst us. This must be the most telling
mode of showing to our countrymen what our
feelings are, and that we all agree in charac-
terizing a crime of this nature. (Hear, hear). I
go even further than those who have preced-
ed me, and express the hope that the assassin
shall be speedily brought to justice. Not that
we shall indulge in feelings of vengeance, but
that all the means at the command of the
Government shall be put forth to ferret out
the assassin wherever he may be concealed,
that the death of Mr. McGee may be re-
venged, and that the supremacy of the law
may be maintained. (Hear, hear). I feel my-
self, Mr. Speaker, quite incapable of ade-
quately expressing my feelings on this occa-
sion; but I could not allow the opportunity to
pass without saying these few words. (Ap-
plause).

Hon. Mr. Chauveau said-I also must pay
my tribute of homage to him who has just
fallen the victin of a crime of which we have
truly said that it was without precedent in
the history of our country. I recall the elo-
quent speech which he made last night, in
which one would search in vain for a single
word which could wound or irritate in the
least degree the feelings of those to whom he
particularly addressed himself. (Hear, hear).
Those who heard him can bear testimony
that his advices and counsels were not given
with a spirit of provocation, but on the con-
trary they were given in a spirit of concilia-
tion and concord. Those who have heard him
can truly judge that the spirit which animat-
ed him last night in his remarks on the
subject of Nova Scotia, and can remember
that he terminated by saying that he fervent-
ly hoped that this debate would not have any
unfavourable results for the country, and
would not produce any evils to this Province.
A like attempt has happily no precedent in
the history of our country, and were it possi-
ble for us to console ourselves for the loss
which we have sustained in the death of a
friend, of an eminent man, of the prince of
orators, we would find that consolation in the
glory and relate of his death. That death is
the baptism in blood of Confederation; and
the sacrifice of him who did so much to bring
about that Confederation, is a fact whicb
ought to raise us in our own estimation-to
make us judge of the height of our mission. If

[Mr. Anglin (Gloucester).]

Mr. McGee has not fallen on the battlefield,
his death is none the less glorious, because it
is the consummation of a grand idea of a
grand principle, that of the union of the
Colonies. As the heroes on the field of battle,
so the soldiers of grand causes are ever in
danger, and great things are never done ex-
cept at the peril of the life of those who
accomplish them; and nevertheless his patri-
otism made him disdain that danger, and the
fear of that danger never caused him to
recoil in the struggle which he had undertak-
en against those whose hand had struck him
last night. (Hear, hear). Warnings to him had
not been wanting, either publicity through
the press or in the sinister form of threaten-
ing letters; but his great soul always dis-
claimed those threats, and nothing detained
him in the great task which he had undertak-
en. Truly if that death is a glorious one for
the country, it is a sensible and terrible loss
for his family. Even yesterday he presented a
petition in favour of the representatives and
the family of a hero-that of Colonel
DeSalabery. He told me what he proposed to
submit and to say to the House to engage it
to corne to the aid of the descendants of
DeSalabery and a few hours later he himself
fell a hero, left a family without support,
without hopes, without a future. The name of
D'Arcy McGee will live in the history of
Canada, and his death will mark the death of
Fenianism; for never has a cause gained by
assassination, and that assassination was the
work of Fenianism. No, from Julius Caesar to
the Count Rossi down to Lincoln never has a
cause succeeded by assassination, and the
death of their great men was the signal of the
death of the cause or of the party under the
blows of which they fell, as the death of
D'Arcy McGee will be the signal of the death
of the party which exercised its vengeance on
him. I think that the murder of the Hon. Mr.
McGee will have a happy influence upon
Canada, inasmuch as it will force that spirit
of disloyalty heretofore prevalent to disap-
pear and inspire a horror of the party which
gave it birth, while at the same time it will
contribute to the glory and greatness of
Canada. As has happily been said, Hon. Mr.
McGee never displayed the least vanity or
pride himself upon his transcendant talent.
Looking at him, he was modest and affable
towards all, and never appeared to appreciate
his own merit. He also had a generous heart;
he was always ready to contribute to every
charity or charitable institution. I often met
him in Montreal in ceremonies and public
celebrations, got up for the purpose of doing
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good and instilling charity, and he never
refused his aid or refused to draw on the
eloquent fund of words which sprung from
the bottoin of his heart in aid of the poor and
orphans. On all these occasions he always
seemed to be under the impression that he
was only doing what another person would
have done, and his good heart was equal to
his modesty. The orphans and unfortunates
have lost in him a great protector; but he
also behind him leaves a widow and some
orphans to-day. We must perforce deplore his
death. To-morrow, or at another sitting of the
House, we will have a duty to fulfil towards
his memory and his family-(hear, hear)-
and I am happy to see that the Government
has already thought of an act of reparation,
an act of justice; and I am sure that so far as
the Province of Quebec is concerned, whatev-
er sum the Government proposes, that
Province will heartily concur in. The honour-
able gentleman, whose speech was delivered
in French, seemed to be considerably effected,
and was listened to with marked attention.

Mr. McDonald (Lunenburg) said-Mr.
Speaker, I feel utterly unable to express the
feelings which at this moment almost over-
power me. How little did I dream when I
heard the lamented deceased last night that it
would be the last time this House would
listen to him. When we think of the music of
that voice, when we think that active teeming
brain has ceased forever to animate what is
now cold clay. In the presence of this recent
horror we all stand aghast. It was my lot to
be among those who viewed some political
events from different stand-points from that
of the honourable deceased, but whatever
difference of opinion there may be upon
political matters, upon one point there can be
no difference. There can be no difference of
opinion about the gentle nature, kindly heart,
wide charity, that animated Mr. McGee.
(Hear, hear). When he departed he left us not
his equal behind him. With regard to the
heinousness of this monstrous crime that has
been committed, I feel unable to express
myself; but this I must say, that not only the
honour of this Legislature but the honour of
this Dominion is involved in the duty of
tracing out and punishing the monster who
has been guilty of this foul deed. (Hear,
hear).

Mr. Stewart Campbell said-I cannot allow
this opportunity to pass without a few obser-

vations. It affords me painful gratification to
find that, although on other occasions I may
differ from other representatives of the
Province from which I come, on this occasion
we are one in feeling, in heart, and in sympa-
thy; and, Sir, I feel assured that when the
fatal intelligence which has bowed us almost
to the dust, reaches the Province of which I
am a representative, that there will be in that
land weeping, and mourning, and lamenta-
tion. Sir, the honourable gentleman whose
departure we are now mourning, was well
known in that Province. He had there
secured many warm and sincerely attached
friends, not only of one class, but of all
classes; and at this moment, when the painful
intelligence has reached that country, I feel
convinced that from the highest to the lowest
they will accord with us in the expression of
sympathy and feeling that has here been
made to-day. I have had no very long per-
sonal acquaintance with the illustrious dead;
but I have been a careful observer of his
patriotic endeavours to serve the country in
which his lot was cast. But if there was noth-
ing else which he has left us as a legacy by
which to remember him, the exhibition of his
eloquence, of his patriotism, of his philoso-
phy, of his kindness of heart, which he dis-
played on this floor, must ever endear him to
our memories and to the memories of all. I
fear that the records of his sentiments last
night will not be adequately preserved. I
wish they could be preserved in the archives
of this country and treasured up in the hearts
of the people of this land. There is sound
philosophy there, there was good advice, and
if in any shape that philosophy and that
patriotism of the Province from which I
come-I feel there will be presented to that
people a legacy of which they will be glad to
leave themselves and which in the future
history of that country will not be without
extensive prints. I am glad to hear that it is
the intention of the Government to take care
of those who are left. I will not say to the
charity, but to the justice of this House. I
shall not say anything more. Those who are
gifted with eloquence have felt unable to
express themselves on this occasion; I can
only cordially agree with the motion to ad-
journ the House.

The motion was then carried, and the
House adojurned at 4:05 o'clock, until
Tuesday.
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Tuesday, April 14, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at half-past
seven o'clock.

There were about 80 members present.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND AND
MR. McGEE'S DEATH

By telegraph from Charlottetown, P. E. I.
To the Hon. G. Cockburn, Speaker of the

House of Commons.
The House of Assembly, Charlottetown,

Prince Edward Island, April 13, 1868.

On Motion of the Hon. the Colonial
Secretary, seconded by the Hon. Mr. Havi-
land, the following resolutions were unani-
mously adopted:-

The assassination of the Hon. T. D. McGee, of the
Dominion of Canada, having been reported by
telegraph, therefore resolved that this House re-
gards with horror and detestation the atrocious and
bloodthirsty act, deeply sympathizes with the be-
reaved widow and orphans, and sincerely regrets
that the Dominion should have lost such an able
and patriotic statesman.

Resolved-That the Speaker do communi-
cate the resolutions of this House to the
Speaker of the Dominion House of Commons,
and also to Mrs. McGee.

(Signed) G. WIGHTMAN, Speaker.

MESSAGE FROM THE
GOVERNOR-GENERAL

Sir J. A. Macdonald brought down a mes-
sage from His Excellency as follows:

The Governor-General, deeply impressed with the
severe loss the country has sustained in conse-
quence of the murder of the Hon. Thomas D'Arcy
McGee. and being desirous of marking the sense of
the public and private virtues of Mr. McGee, and
of affording relief and assistance to his afflicted
family, recommends to the House of Commons to
enable His Excellency to make such provision for
the widow and family of the Hon. Thomas D'Arcy
McGee as to the liberality of Parliament may seem
proper.

Government House, Ottawa, 14th day of April,
1868.

THE NEW MEMBER FOR LINCOLN

Mr. T. R. Merritt, the newly-elected mem-
ber for Lincoln, was introduced by Messrs.
Rose and McDougall, and took his seat.

A SELECT COMMITTEE ON BANKING

Hon. Mr. Rose moved that a Select Com-
mittee be appointed to consider the subjects
of Banking and currency in the Dominion,
and to report from time to time with power
to send for persons, papers and records, to be
composed of Messrs. Campbell, E. McDonald,
Smith, Tilley, Cartier, Chauveau, Galt, Hol-
ton, Rose, Blake, Gibbs, Howland, J. S.
Macdonald, Mackenzie and Street. He said the
subjects which it was proposed to refer to the
Committee for consideration were of the
greatest importance. There could be nothing
more essential to the prosperity and material
well being of the country than that the bank-
ing interest should be established on a sound
and satisfactory basis. The question at the
present time had to be considered, not only in
view of the fact that a diversity of system
prevailed in the various Provinces, but in
view of this fact also, that the charters of the
existing banks in Ontario and Quebec expire
in a short time-only continuing to 1870-to
the end of the next ensuing session of Par-
liament. There were at present six chartered
banks in operation in Ontario, 11 in Quebec,
4 in New Brunswick and 5 in Nova Scotia,
besides the Bank of British North America,
which might be considered as common to the
whole Dominion. There were thus 27 banks in
operation under existing charters. Besides
these, 12 charters had been granted for other
banks which might yet be put in operation,
making a total of 39 bank charters. The paid
up capital of the banks in Ontario and
Quebec is $30,950,000. The charters in New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia would expire at
various times from 1871 to 1890. The aggre-
gate capital of the nine banks is $1,880,000.
He thought it extremely desirable, and an
object to be aimed at by the Committee, that
there should be a uniformity in the system of
banking throughout the Dominion, more es-
pecially as regarded the liability of share-
holders and the security of the public. In the
charters of all the Ontario and Quebec banks,
excepting the Bank of British North America
and the Banque du Peuple, there was a
provision that the shareholders should be
liable absolutely to double the amount of
their stock. It might be that there was no



COMMONS DEBATES

adequate provision in the charters for the
endorsement of this liability, but at all events
that was the principle that there should be
double liability. There was a provision also
that they should hold in their vaults a certain
amount of specie and Government securities
in proportion to their circulation, and a gen-
eral provision that the total liabilities shall not
exceed three times the amount of their capi-
tal. On these points, in the New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia Bank charters, there was a
very considerable diversity of provision. In
New Brunswick in some of the charters it
was provided that the total liabilities should
not exceed twice the amount of their capital.
In some there was not the double liability
clause; in none was there the requirement of
a certain amount of specie and Government
securities against circulation. In most of the
Nova Scotia charters there was the provision
that the total liabilities should not exceed
three times the amount of the capital; but as
regarded the shareholders, the liability was
not absolute as in Canada, but only for conse-
quences of maladministration, and there was
an absence of the requirement of a certain
amount of specie and Government securities
against circulation. In Nova Scotia also the
Government notes were issued simply on the
credit of the Government without any provi-
sion for the holding of securities to cover
them as in Canada. It was undesirable that
such a diversity should exist for any period
longer than was absolutely necessary. There
were certain points on which he thought the
Committee and the House would be unani-
mous; first, for both circulation and deposits
there should be the fullest measure of securi-
ty given to the public, and this should be
provided according to a uniform system
throughout the Provinces. The next, and per-
haps not least important system, should be
such as would meet the commercial wants of
the country. Owing to the peculiar character
of the trade of this country, we had a system
of expansion and contraction at certain ses-
sions of the year, which perhaps did not exist
anywhere else, and perhaps adequate provi-
sion should be made to meet that exceptional
state of things. He would not prejudge the
case, or express an opinion as to the principle
on which this should be done. Some thought
the whole currency of the country should be
in the hands of the Government; others
thought it should be on a principle somewhat
analagous to that of the national banks in the
United States, which issue currency on the
security of a certain amount of specie or
Government securities. He abstained from

[Mr. Rose (HIuntingdon).]

giving an opinion on this point, desiring that
the Committee should approach the subject
entirely untrammelled. He would say, how-
ever, that there was apparently no difference
of opinion among bankers as to this, that the
amount of reserve, both as regards deposits
and as regards circulation. The bankers ex-
amined in 1859 and those examined before
Mr. McPherson's Committee all agreed as to
this. Mr. Rose then stated that the Committee
would derive valuable assistance from the
labours of the various Committees of the
English House of Commons on the subject of
banking and commerce. He added that in
naming the Committee, which by a rule of
the House could not comprise more than
15 members, he had studied to secure
the fairest possible representation of all sec-
tions and interests. He did not think it would
be right that such a Committee should be
composed only of men having a decided opin-
ion on one side or the other. The right course
was to bring men of opposite views together
that they might compare their views and
endeavour to arrive at the true policy to be
pursued.

Dr, Parker asked whether the question of
interest was to be referred to the Committee.

Hon. Mr. Rose-No.

Hon. Mr. Holion said the Finance Minister
in moving this Committee had taken what
was obviously the proper course. He regret-
ted, however, that it had not been moved
earlier in the session. For any practical pur-
pose it might as well now be postponed till
next session.

Hon. Mr. Rose said he had prepared some
work in advance for the approval of the
Committee, and if the Committee approved of
the questions to be submitted to the various
interests of the country they might be sent
out perhaps within a week, and a great mass
of information received in the shape of both
oral and written evidence before the House
rises.

Mr. D. A. McDonald regretted that the
Committee had not been moved earlier, but
thought a good deal of work might still be
done by it this session.

The motion was then carried.

DUTY ON BRITISH COPYRIGHT BOOKS

Hon. Mr. Tilley moved that on Thursday
the House resolve itself into Committee of the
Whole to consider a resolution declaring it

April 14, 1868



COMMONS DEBATES

expedient to fix the rates of duty on British
copyright books imported into Canada, and
with regard to which notice had been given
to the Commissioner of Customs as required
by the Imperial Act. Carried.

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNORS' SALARIES

The House then went into Committee of
Supply-Mr. Jackson in the Chair.

The first item was $30,000 for the Lieu-
tenant-Governors of the Provinces.

Hon. Mr. Holion rose to inquire why those
appointments had not been filled up by the
Government as provided for by the constitu-
tion; the Government had the power, and he
held that the power to make the appointment
carried with it the obligation to make the
appointment. The Government was bound at
the earliest moment after the meeting of
Parliament to fill up these offices, and this
was, he thought, a fitting time to inquire why
the Government had not made the appoint-
ments.

Sir John A. Macdonald explained that the
offices were al filled by gentlemen who had
performed their duties satisfactorily. Sir N.
Belleau, the House was aware, had received
the appointment for Quebec, and in due time
when the pleasure of the representative of
the Sovereign became known the other ap-
pointments would be made.

Mr. Mackenzie said that if these were to
be filled by Colonists, as was the original
intention, the sooner they were filled the
better. It was not creditable to the Govern-
ment now in power in that House that this
very serious delay should take place.

Mr. Blake contended that these appoint-
ments ought to have been made long since.

Mr. D. A. McDonald objected to the salary
paid to the Governor-General, $50,000, as
being double that paid to the President of the
United States. The salaries of the Lieuten-
ant-Governors were also absurdly large. No
such salary as they received was paid to any
Governor of any State in the United States
except California. Why this new Dominion,
just struggling into existence, should be sad-
dled with these enormous salaries, he could
not divine.

Mr. Connell argued that it was useless to
talk of retrenchment and cutting down the
salaries of the employees of that House, when
such immense sums were needlessly voted
away en bloc.

Mr. McDonald (Lunenburg), took a similar
view of the case, and thought the Dominion
was outstripping all the bounds of prudence
by giving such salaries as could not be
matched even among their prosperous neigh-
bours across the line.

Mr. Blanchet did not believe in the paral-
lel, and was not inclined to follow in the
footsteps of the United States.

Mr. Jones (Halifax). thought the salaries of
all the Lieutenant-Governors ought to be the
same.

Hon. Mr. Rose maintained that the duties
devolving on the Lieut.-Governors of Ontario
and Quebec were altogether more onerous
than that which fall to the lot of the Lieut.-
Governors in Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick.

Mr. Mackenzie was fully convinced this
was the case. It was false economy to attempt
to put a Governor on a couple of thousand
dollars a year. For his part, he did not think
$8,000 too high, and thought there might be
good reason shown for making it $10,000.

Sir John A. Macdonald said there was all
the difference between one of the Lieut.-
Governors of the Dominion and the Governor
of any of the neighbouring States. In the
former case, the Governor, as a representa-
tive of Monarchy, had a far different set of
duties, and was placed in a position which
entailed a far larger outlay than was neces-
sitated by a Governor's position in the neigh-
bouring republic.

Mr. Jones was not disposed to quarrel with
the salaries of the Lieutenant-Governors, but
thought they might learn many lessons of
economy from the neighbouring Union. If
they desired to establish the Government of
the Dominion, they must make it popular.

Mr. ID. A. McDonald pleaded for economy,
as, partly from the extravagance which pre-
vailed in the administration of affairs, hun-
dreds of the young men of the country were
emigrating to the States, and imbibing there
and bringing back to Canada manners, habits
and customs, which no lover of the Dominion
desired to see introduced into it. He objected
to heavily increasing the public burdens, as a
most unwise policy.

Mr. Pope would go as far as any one in the
House for economy, but was convinced that
the salaries of the Lieutenant-Governors were
not too high. The salary of the Governor-
General was perhaps a little too high.
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Hon. Mr. Cartier hoped the member for
Glengarry would not press his objection.

Hon. Mr. Fisher was satisfied a new spirit
must animate the country, and that the gen-
eral spirit of extravagance abroad must be
checked. Sooner or later there must be econo-
my. No country or Government could long be
carried on, on the expensive scale which
prevailed here.

Dr. Parker thought they were commencing
on a scale altogether too extravagant. In
regard to the Lieutenant-Governors, they
ought clearly to have been appointed long
before this. He would vote for every motion
which could fairly be sustained on the ground
of economy.

Mr. Abboff believed that efficiency was also
an important consideration. The salary of the
President of the United States had been cited
as an example of economy, but in addition to
his salary, see the large sum voted towards
his house expenses. The item under the head
of gas and house furnishing he found $72,000,
and for firewood $8,000 or $10,000; and in this
way enormous sums were voted to the
President.

Mr. Rymal thought that, as usual, if the
matter came to a vote, he believed he would
be found on opposite sides with the honoura-
ble member for Leeds and Grenville. That
honourable gentleman had a very noticeable
habit of frequently speaking one way and
voting another. (Laughter).

Mr. Jones repudiated the idea, and main-
tained that his vote always went in accord-
ance with his speech.

Mr. Rymal went on to say that undoubted-
ly they needed to practice all their economy
in carrying on the affairs of the new Do-
minion, and they ought to do all that lay in
their power to check the emigration of their
young men to the States which was un-
doubtedly going on.

The item was then carried, as also the next
item-$4,957.80 additional to the late Gov-
ernors of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.

GOVERNOR'S SECRETARIES

On the next item, $8,370 for the Governor's
Secretaries' offices-

Hon. Mr. Rose explained that that was not
a larger amount than had been appropriated
for the Civil List in the old Province of
Canada.

Mr. Blake objected to keeping up expenses
merely because there had been similar expen-
ditures by the Province of Canada. If that
was to be the principle, then the fears ex-
pressed, that the Dominion would prove a
most extravagant piece of machinery would
be found correct enough.

Sir J. A. Macdonald upheld the argument
of the Finance Minister, and said that as
large an appropriation was made for the Civil
List years ago, when the service to be per-
formed was not one-fourth what it was at
present.

Hon. Mr. Smith said that the Governor's
Secretary was here getting a salary of $3,000,
whereas the Judges in the Lower Provinces
received but 600 pounds. Altogether this
Dominion was, he feared, going to be too
costly.

Mr. Mackenzie objected to the Secretary's
salary as too large. The expense in this single
department was almost in excess of that
required for carrying on the whole Govern-
ment of Ontario.

The item was carried.

Hon. Mr. Rose said that as it was late he
would move that the Committee rise and
report progress.

Mr. Mackenzie hoped that after this
Government would be prepared to give full
explanations in Committee of every item.

Hon. Mr. Hollon said he had taken no part
in the discussion as three-fourths of the
money represented by these estimates had
already been spent under the vote of credit
obtained by the Government, but in a few
days they would expect further estimates
which he would discuss.

Mr. Mackenzie believed in neglecting no
opportunity of discussing these matters.

The Committee rose, reported progress and
obtained leave to sit again to-morrow.

The House adjourned at midnight.
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Wednesday, April 15, 1868

The Speaker took the ý Chair at three
o'clock.

PRIVATE BILLS

Mr. Morris moved, in accordance with the
report of the Private Bills Committee, that
the time for receiving petitions for private
Bills be extended to the 23rd instant; for
receiving private Bills to the 30th instant;
and reports on private Bills to the 14th of
May. Carried.

PROVISION FOR MR. McGEE'S FAMILY

Sir John A. Macdonald moved that an
humble address be presented to His Excel-
lency, the Governor-General, to return His
Excellency the thanks of this House for his
gracious message, to assure His Excellency
that they deeply participate in the severe loss
the country has sustained in consequence of
the murder of the Hon. Thomas D'Arcy
McGee, member of Parliament for the elec-
toral district of Montreal West, of which most
atrocious act they cannot in terms sufficiently
strong express their abhorrence, and being
desirous of marking their sense of the public
and private virtues of Mr. McGee, and of
affording relief and assistance to his afflicted
family, they beg leave to assure His Excel-
lency that they shall feel it a grateful act of
public duty, under the melancholy circum-
stances of this afflicting case, to enable His
Excellency to make such provision for the
widow and family of the Hon. Thos. D'Arcy
McGee as may be consistent with the justice
and liberality of Parliament. He said he did
not think any remarks were required in sup-
port of the resolution he had just moved. The
feeling of the country had been most unmis-
takably expressed in the deep sorrow and
universal wail which had passed over it from
one end to the other. The feeling was unani-
mous that Parliament would be wanting in its
duty to the country if provision for the widow
and family of Mr. McGee were not made by
the public. (Hear, hear).

Hon. Mr. Holton said another opportunity
would be afforded the House of expressing
those feelings which he was sure were enter-

tained by every member of the House on the
subject of this resolution. He simply rose to
say that he entirely approved of the step the
Government had taken, and whatever might
have been the personal or party relations in
which as members of this House they might
have stood to the lamented gentleman who
was the subject of this address, and who had
been taken from them in so atrocious a
manner, he was fully persuaded that their
constituents would approve of adequate
provision being made for those he had left
behind.

Mr. Mackenzie said so far as the views of
those with whom he usually acted in this
House were concerned, they entirely ap-
proved of the proposition brought down by
the Government, believing that it was a
necessary consequence of the deplorable trag-
edy of last week, that the State should take
charge of those who had been bereft of their
natural supporter. Indeed, such was the posi-
tion held by their lamented colleague, and so
many friends had he in all quarters, that if
the State had failed in its duty to make
provision for his widow and family, ample
provision would have been made for them by
private friends. When the House came to
consider the amount to be granted, he had no
doubt the gentlemen on his side would be
able fully to agree with the Government.

Mr. Morris said it was well known that Mr.
McGee was a man of genial sympathies,
warm heart, and open hand, and not one
likely to accumulate this world's wealth. He
hoped, therefore, Government would propose
such a sum as would enable the widow to
discharge the liabilities which might be found
to exist against the deceased, and at the same
time leave her in a position of such comfort
as the country would desire to see her placed
'n.

Hon. Mr. Gray said no doubt another op-
portunity would be afforded to the members
of this House to express themselves very
fully on the subject. At present he only rose
to say, as coming from a Province in which
the labours of Mr. McGee were not so exten-
sively known and perhaps his personal influ-
ence not so strongly felt as in Ontario and
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Quebec, that he believed the feeling of the
Maritime Provinces would be unanimous in
support of the step about to be taken by
Ministers. The telegraph had brought tidings
of the deep feeling of horror and detestation
caused there by the intelligence of his mur-
der, and the universal manifestations of re-
spect for his memory, and the representatives
of Ontario and Quebec might, therefore, rest
satisfied that they did not stand alone in
giving ministers their cordial approbation and
support with reference to this measure. He
hoped the appropriation to be made would be
a liberal one, suitable to the circumstances
and worthy the position of the Dominion.

The motion was carried.

Sir John A. Macdonald moved that a com-
mittee be appointed to draw up an address,
and that it consist of Messrs. Cartier,
Mackenzie, J. S. Macdonald, Chapeau, Mc-
Donald, Campbell, Tilley, Smith, Gray, Hol-
ton, Dorion, Chamberlin, Morris, and the
mover. Carried.

An address couched in language almost
identical with that of the resolution was
reported by the Committee, and having been
read a first and second time, was ordered to
be engrossed, and to be presented to His Ex-
cellency by such members of this House as are
of the Privy Council.

Sir John A. Macdonald moved that this
House will, on Friday, resolve itself into
Committee of the Whole to take His Excel-
lency's message into consideration. Carried.

QUESTIONS

MARITIME EXHIBITION AT HAVRE

Mr. Huoi-Whether the Government have
received an invitation from France, directly,
or through the English Government, to send
a delegate to the International Maritime Ex-
hibition at Havre; and whether it is the in-
tention of the Government in any case, to
send a person to represent thereat the ship-
building interests of this country.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the Govern-
ment had not received an invitation from
France to send a delegate to the International
Maritime Exhibition at Havre, and that they
had not yet resolved to send a person to
represent the shipbuilding interests of this
country.

Mr. Sproa--Whether it is the intention of
the Government to make provision in the
estimates about to be submitted, for the pay-

[Mr. Gray (Saint John City & County).]

ment of the proportion due by the Govern-
ment for alterations and additions made in
the jail in the County of Bruce, pursuant to
the instructions of the Prison Inspectors, un-
der Clause 21, Chap. 110, Cn. Statutes of
Canada?

Sir John A. Macdonald said this was a
matter which belonged altogether to the
Government of Ontario, and the fund out of
which such a payment might be made had
been handed over to that Government.

WELLAND CANAL

Mr. McCallum-Whether it is the intention
of the Government to have the works on the
Welland Canal completed, so as to feed from
Lake Erie, by the opening of navigation in
the Spring of 1869?

Hon. Mr. McDougall said the contract for
the work had been signed, and it would be
completed as rapidly as it was consistent with
not interfering with the navigation of the
Canal in the meantime, or endangering the
banks of the Canal. It was the intention to
complete it, if possible, between this and next
season.

THE ARBITRATORS

Mr. Blanchef-Whether it is the intention
of the Government to introduce during this
part of the Session, a measure to allow of an
appeal to the ordinary tribunals from the
decision of the Official Arbitrators?

Hon. Mr. McDougall said it was not the
intention of Government during this session
to introduce a measure to allow an appeal to
the ordinary tribunals from the decision of
the Official Arbitrators.

THE MERCHANTS' BANK

Hon. Mr. Abbo± introduced a Bill to
confirm the amalgamation of the Commercial
Bank and the Merchants' Bank.

TRUST AND LOAN CO.

Sir John A. Macdonald introduced a Bill to
confirm certain deeds given by the Trust and
Loan Company of Upper Canada.

BUILDING MERCHANT VESSELS

Mr. Huoi moved the appointment of a
special committee to inquire into the general
condition of the building of merchant vessels
in thA Dominion of Canada. Carried.
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FISHERIES COMMITTEE

Mr. Fortin moved to add Mr. Beatty and
Mr. Cowan to the Committee on Fisheries
and Navigation. Carried.

CARILLON AND GRENVILLE CANAL

Hon. Mr. Holion, in the absence of Hon.
Mr. Dorion, moved an address for the plans,
specifications, etc., relating to the Carillon and
Grenville Canal. Carried.

N. S. GOLD DISTRICTS

Mr. Blanchet moved an address for reports
of the official geological survey with reference
to the gold districts of Nova Scotia. Carried.

JOLIETTE ELECTION

The names of the committee appointed to
try the Joliette election-Messrs. Tremblay, J.
J. Ross, Stirton, J. S. Ross and Scatcherd,
were called with a view to their being sworn,
at 4, and subsequently at 5 o'clock, but the
swearing of the committee was prevented by
the absence of Mr. J. J. Ross.

Mr. Walsh moved that Mr. Ross be taken
into custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms. Carried.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILROAD

Hon. Mr. Holton inquired if any informa-
tion had been received from the surveying
party sent out to procure further information
respecting the proposed Intercolonial Rail-
road. He had been informed that the Minister
of Customs had received some information
from one of these parties that were detached
to explore the frontier line, and as the time
has elapsed during which the Government
proposed to get further information to enable
them to decide in this matter, he thought it
not improper to ask whether the information
had been obtained, and, if so, when it would
be submitted to the House.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said that to his knowl-
edge no information such as that alluded to
had been received by the Government. Pri-
vate parties accompanying the expedition
might have communicated with their friends
as to where they were, but that was all,
except the information that Mr. Fleming's
party had been divided into eight, and stating
where they were.

Hon. Mr. Holton explained that he made
the inquiry not for himself, but on behalf of
other members who had heard that some

such information as he had spoken of had
been received by the Minister of Customs.

Hon. Mr. Tilley said he had received a
private dispatch from a party in the survey,
stating the result of his examination of fifteen
miles they had passed over. That had been
communicated to him, not as a member of the
Government, but in his private capacity.

Mr. Mackenzie-What was it? (Laughter).

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

The House went into Committee of Supply
again-Mr. Jackson in the Chair.

The items for the Department of Privy
Council and the Department of Justice were
passed.

On the item for the Department of Militia,
$19,750.

Mr. Mackenzie objected to the appointment
of a Deputy Minister of Militia as unneces-
sary, in addition to the large military staff
appointed to aid the Minister.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said that the Militia De-
partment would be of more importance under
the new system, on account of its greater
scope, than formerly; hence additional assist-
ance was of great moment. There was neces-
sarily a larger expenditure of money in that
department than any other, and a division
between the civil and military portions of it
was absolutely needed. The responsibility of
the expenditure connected with this depart-
ment under the new system was borne by the
Minister at its head, and he would keep down
the expenditure in every way suitable with
the efficiency of this branch of the adminis-
tration of public affairs. Under the old sys-
tem, the Governor-General was Commander-
in-Chief; under Confederation, it was felt
that to have the Governor of each Province a
Commander-in-Chief would work well, and
the command had been vested in Her Majesty
and the Governor-General, as her representa-
tive in the Dominion. This new state of
things, he thought, would be a great improve-
ment. As to Col. Powell assuming his (Mr.
Cartier's) duties, that officer could not do so
as he had already a great deal to do, and
would be still more busy in the future. In the
department of militia proper, he (Mr. Cartier)
would inform the member for Lambton that
there was but a deputy, a couple of clerks, a
messenger and himself (Mr. Cartier); so that
the staff was anything but large, and was
indeed the same staff precisely which he had
when Attorney-General for Lower Canada.
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Mr. Johnson, though a strong supporter of
the Government, would not advocate their
course in this militia matter. The fact was
this department was possibly more lavish of
silver than they would ever be of lead in the
defence of the Dominion. He complained of
the number of employees and enormous ex-
penses connected with the present system.
The staff they now had was far beyond their
requirements, and at all times his voice
would be raised against such extravagance.

Mr. Mackenzie hoped when the time came
for the honourable gentleman who had just
spoken to record his vote, it would not be
found at variance with his speech. To come to
the remarks of the Minister of Militia, he (Mr.
Mackenzie) found that the expense under the
new system, instead of $33,000 for the Militia
Department, would be over $51,000. As to the
Civil branch, he could not find out any duties
appertaining to it unless communicating with
the Lower Provinces. What there could be for
this army of clerks to do, independent of
those concerned with the Military branch, he
could not comprehend. He never heard that
the officers in charge of the Department un-
der the system in the late Province of Canada
were over worked. The additional duties now
devolving on the Department were very little,
and yet the expenditure connected with it
was nearly double. It did seem extravagant
that the expenses of that department should
rise in one year from $33,000 to $51,000,
without any just cause for such an extraordi-
nary increase being shown.

Hon. Mr. Cartier replied, in the Militia
Department proper there was but the staff he
had mentioned. With regard to the Pay De-
partment, it was separate, and under charge
of Captain Berry, and here there was no
increase from the appropriation of 1866. So it
was with the store branch; in reality all the
excess in the Departmental expenses occurred
in the salaries of the Minister at the head of
the Department and his deputy.

Dr. Parker said that here, without any
change in the old system, a vast increase in
the expenses of the Department had been
unquestionably made-whether under the
head of civil or military branches, it came to
the sa-me thing in the end. The bill of costs
had been immensely and unnecessarily
swelled. It appeared to him that the amount
set down for administering the affairs of the
department was very extravagant. Then he
would call the attention of the House to the
fact that during the Fenian raid a number of

officers had been temporarily appointed, but
not one of them had ever been removed.

Hon. Mr. Holton, with respect to the ap-
pointment of Deputy Minister of Militia,
would say that no case had been made out
for it. He quite agreed with the Minister of
Militia as to the necessity of organizing a new
system, with a responsible head. But as to the
Deputy, the value of his services was very
doubtful. Who was he? What were his
qualifications? Why not make Deputy Ad-
jutant-General Powell, or Mr. Paymaster
Berry, Deputy Minister of Militia. There cer-
tainly seemed no reason for the present ap-
pointment.

Hon. Mr. Cartier, in reply to the member
for Centre Wellington, said $53,000 were not
called for. The present vote called for was
only $19,700, and the only additions were the
salaries of the Minister and his Deputy; as to
the officers temporarily appointed during the
Fenian raid, they were not permanent, as
stated by the member for Centre Wellington.
They merely held their appointments tem-
porarily yet. (Loud laughter). Yes, that was
the case; but their temporary appointments
would cease when his (Mr. Cartier's) Bill
came into operation.

Hon. Mr. Holfon-Then they will become
permanent. (Laughter).

Hon. Mr. Cartier-No; some of them might
be re-appointed, but not all of them. The
statement of the member for Chateauguay
that Colonel Powell might discharge the du-
ties of Deputy Minister of Militia, could not
be carried into practice, for Col. Powell was
altogether a military officer, and could not
perform the civil duties. As to the present
Deputy, he was a man eminently fitted for his
post.

Mr. Blake agreed with the proposition that
a division of labour was a very good thing,
but if it was to be accomplished at an ex-
pense of nearly double that formerly re-
quired, then he was not certain the change
was a good one, especially when no explana-
tion made by the Minister of Militia satisfac-
torily accounted for the increase. That honour-
able gentleman had detailed to thein that his
department had been sub-divided into three
branches besides his own, and that being the
case, he (Mr. Blake) could not possibly imag-
ine what duties remained to be performed by
the Militia Department proper, as the Min-
ister had styled his division. (Hear, hear).
There could really be nothing whatever left
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for the honourable gentleman's division to
employ itself at, and yet it was composed of
the Minister himself, a deputy, and two
clerks. The only reason assigned for the ap-
pointment of the three latter was that they
had been in the honourable gentleman's serv-
ice when he discharged the duties of At-
torney-General for Lower Canada. (Laugh-
ter). The measure before the House would
undoubtedly entail a large additional expense
without any justification.

Hon. Mr. Rose contended that the estimate
of the departmental expenses of the militia
department, namely $51,690, exceeded that of
last year by only $6,000, besides the salaries
of the Minister of Militia and his Deputy. The
estirnate for this year included also the salar-
ies of an Adjutant-General and a Provincial
naval officer.

Mr. Mackenzie said the number of deputies
of the Adjutant-General was greater in the
late Province of Canada than it would be
under the new Bill. The honourable gentle-
man should account for the decrease in each
expenditure that would be thus effected. The
appointment of a medical officer for the mi-
litia was preposterous. Suppose a militia man
was injured at Sarnia and another at Halifax,
how could the medical officer attend to them
both?

Hon. Mr. Cartier said if the member for
Lambton had seen the certificates of medical
men from all parts of the country as to
parties claiming compensation for injuries to
those who had been called out in defence of
the country, he would have agreed that it
was a great economy to the department to
have a medical officer possessing its confi-
dence to supervise al these accounts.

Hon. Mr. Rose said some of the salaries
now objected to were included under the
heading "contingencies," which in 1866
amounted to $58,000.

Mr. Blake called attention to the provision
now made for the first time for a private
secretary to the Adjutant-General at a salary
of $1,200.

Hon. Mr. Cartier contended that it was
necessary for an officer having so many du-
ties to perform as the Adjutant-General to
have the assistance of a private secretary.

The item was agreed to.

Afier recess,

Hon. Mr. Holton rose and expressed the
hope that in the preparation of the estimates

for the coming year (1869) the Government
would see that the unnecessary expense in
the Secretary's as in the Militia Department
would be done away with. It was a most
costly piece of extravagance, and absolutely
indefensible on any grounds having weight
with the House.

Hon. Mr. Rose maintained that there was
an immense amount of work pertaining to the
Militia Department, such indeed as none but
those acquainted with the work of the de-
partment could have any idea of. Besides, the
Government contemplated an entire reor-
ganization of the Civil Service, and the House
would see that all that could be done in the
way of economy by the Government would
be done.

The item of $35,000 for the Department of
the Secretary of State for Canada then
passed.

On the item for the Department of the
Secretary of State for the Provinces, $13,070,

Hon. Mr. Langevin said he had reduced the
expenses of his Department as low as he
possibly could consistent with the due perfor-
mance of the duties.

After some conversation, the item was
agreed to.

On the item for the Department of the
Receiver-General, $20,500,

Hon. Mr. Holton expressed the opinion that
this office as a separate department like those
of Minister of Agriculture and Minister of
Fisheries, were comparatively unnecessary.
They might be looked upon as Ministers at
large. The Minister of Justice had himself
stated that the duties of Receiver-General
were merely of a bookkeeping nature. He
(Mr. Holton) held that there should be only
such Ministers as were absolutely necessary
for the public service. He would not have a
certain number of Ministers merely because
there was a certain number of Provinces to
represent, or a certain number of public men
to provide for. He might remark with refer-
ence to two other offices newly created, those
of Minister of Customs and Minister of In-
land Revenue, that the creation of those two
offices where there was only room for one,
and that a subordinate office, had placed two
prominent men in a very invidious, not to say
degrading position, in the eyes of the country.
A Treasury Board composed of four co-equal
Ministers was an absurdity. There might be
such a board forming a sub-committee of the
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council for administrative purposes, but for
such a Board as that now constituted there
was no precedent. In England there were a
number of subordinate ministerial offices, as
President of the Board of Trade, Secretary of
Ireland, etc., but their subordination was
marked by their having smaller salaries than
the first class Ministers. If in Canada also we
were to have subordinate Cabinet offices, we
ought also to have a scale of salaries com-
mensurate with the unimportance of their
positions. If the salary of a first class Minister
was to be $5,000, let the salaries of Minister
of Customs, Minister of Inland Revenue, etc.,
be $3,000.

The item was agreed to.

On the item Department of Customs, $23,-
000,

Mr. Oliver said the expense of collecting
the customs revenue was $20,000. He thought
a large number of the inland ports might be
abolished. If this were done, there would be a
great saving of expense, without any detri-
ment to the public service. If some means
were not taken to reduce the expenditure,
dissatisfaction with Confederation would
grow up in other quarters than in the
Maritime Provinces. The people had been
told that there would be cheap Government
under Confederation. When it came out that
the Governor-General's salary was to be
$50,000, this was the first indication they had
that they had, perhaps, been deceived on this
point. In these estimates he saw $122,000 for
Rideau Hall, including $30,000 for furniture.
Such extravagant items would produce a
feeling among the people towards our present
system far from satisfactory.

In reply to Hon. Mr. Smith,

Sir John A. Macdonald said it was not the
intention to fill up the offices of Secretary for
the Provinces and President of the Council,
but if political exigencies justified such a
step, they would not hesitate to take it. If
fifteen or sixteen Ministers would facilitate
the working of the Union, they would not
hesitate to make the additional appointments.

Hon. Mr. Smith did not think that the ap-
pointment of additional Ministers would bring
over Nova Scotia to the side of Union. He
proceeded to refer .to calculations published
by an employee in the customs department to
show that New Brunswick had not suffered
very much by the recent tariff charges. He
questioned the propriety of having a party
paid out of the public chest for making such

[Mr. Holton (Chateauguay).]

fallacious calculations. He thought there
were more employees in the Customs De-
partment than could be necessary. Perhaps
the Minister of Customs would state what
office was filled by the gentleman he had
referred to.

Hon. Mr. Tilley said the gentleman alluded
to was Assistant Commissioner of Customs, at
a salary of $2,000, and went on to specify the
duties belonging to the Department to show
that there was work enough for all the em-
ployees. He understood the member for
Westmoreland had said that he (Mr. Tilley)
had stated before the Confederation that the
expenditure of the Union would not exceed
eleven and a half millions, whereas actually
it was seventeen millions; what he (Mr.
Tilley) had said, was that certain expenses of
the Dominion would not exceed eleven and a
half millions, and he said so still; and going
further, he had said that the people of New
Brunswick paying $3.20 per head of taxes,
would not pay a cent more under Confed-
eration, and he was at this moment prepared
to show that the whole people of the Do-
minion were not assessed in Customs and
Excise, and stamps and bank dues, over $3.20
per head. Mr. Tilley then went over the items
in the estimates, selecting those which he said
would not exceed eleven and a half millions,
and showing that they actually summed up
$11,409,000, the difference between this and
the $17,000,000 was made up of railway ex-
penditures, payment of debt, cost of collec-
tion, etc., etc. He agreed with the member for
Oxford that as regarded the expense of col-
lection, it should be reduced so far as consist-
ent with the efficiency of the public
service. He did not know, however, that the
number of ports could be reduced to the
extent urged by that honourable gentleman.

Hon. Mr. Smith said the Minister of Customs
took the ground still that the people of New
Brunswick were not paying more in the
shape of taxation than before Confederation.
He (Mr. Smith) though it was an insult to the
intelligence of the people of New Brunswick
to tell them so. The honourable gentleman
had told the people there that the North-West
question would not be brought up for ten
years, and not then until the finances would
permit. Did he say so? He paused for a reply.

Hon. Mr. Tilley-That is not true.

Hon. Mr. Smith-Well, did he not say that
that question would not be brought up for ten
years, or at all events until the finances
permitted?
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Hon. Mr. Tilley-That is correct.

Hon. Mr. Smith-Well, the North-West reso-
lutions were proposed and adopted before the
House had any knowledge or any statement
as to the finances at ail. He would ask the
honourable gentleman if he did not tell the
people that their taxation would be dimin-
ished by Confederation from $3.20 to $2.75
per head? That there would be no stamp
duties, and that there would be no increase of
the duty on tea. In New Brunswick there was
a strong feeling of dissatisfaction prevailing,
which mainly arose from the disappointment
of the expectations to which the promises of
the honourable gentleman and those who had
acted with him had given rise in his own
constituency of Saint John and elsewhere.

Hon. Mr. Tilley said he hoped by and by
to go to Saint John, and to be in a position to
dispel the erroneous impressions which the
member for Westmoreland and others had
inculcated. So soon as relieved of his duties
in Parliament, and so soon as he obtained the
public accounts, as to the figures in which
there could be no question, he would go down
and would risk his position before his con-
stituents, if he could not show that the people
of New Brunswick had not paid and would
not pay more money than they did in 1866, or
more than they themselves paid into the
Treasury of the Dominion.

Hon. Mr. Smith-That is a prediction.

Hon. Mr. Tilley said he would prove what
he had stated when he had the officiai docu-
ments. Nay, more, he would prove that while
the people of New Brunswick had had $45,000
more voted by the Local Legislature for
roads, bridges, education, etc., and had re-
ceived $700,000 more for railways, the inter-
est on which was $42,000, they had not paid a
dollar more than they did before. He had
stated that $2.75 per head would be sufficient
for the expenses of the Dominion, and that at
all events $3 would cover them. He had said
further that at no period in the history of the
Dominion, even with the construction of the
Intercolonial Railway if built economically,
would the expense exceed $3.20 per head;
and that was his opinion still. He denied that
he had ever stated that stamp duties would
not be imposed. As to the duties on tea and
sugar, he had said that the members from the
Maritime Provinces numbering 34 would
make their influence felt, and that the opin-
ions and wishes of the people of the Maritime
Provinces would have due weight in this
Parliament. He had said also that while the
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tariff would have to be remedied as the home
market for home manufactures would be
enlarged, and while the excise taxes on
some articles would be increased, yet the
taxes as a whole would not be increased, and
this was a position he still maintained.

Mr. McLellan contended that there must be
a fallacy in the position assumed by the
Minister of Customs, otherwise why should
the Minister of Finance have estimated an
increase of Customs and Excise of upwards of
a million of dollars?

Hon. Mr. Anglin said the arguments of the
Minister of Customs to-night were of the
same character as those he had addressed to
the people of New Brunswick, and were in
direct contradiction of the knowledge and
common sense of those to whom they were
addressed. He (Mr. Anglin) had frequently
answered the same arguments in New
Brunswick, and had shown that in estimating
the effects of Confederation on that Province,
which imported very largely in proportion to
population, it was not fair to argue that the
direct taxation per head of the whole people
of the Dominion would not be increased. If
the honourable gentleman undertook to prove
that people of New Brunswick did not pay
more taxes than they paid ten months ago, he
undertook a herculean task which he would
find himself unable to perform. He went on
to contend that ministers had shown culpable
indifference to the interests and opinions of
the Lower Provinces, and that if this were
persisted in, the preservation of the Union
should become impossible.

Hon. Mr. Tilley said if he failed to secure
re-election in the County of Saint John, he
would not, like the member for Gloucester,
abandon the principles he had advocated for
ten years to secure election in another.

After some further discussion the item was
agreed to.

On the next item-Department of Inland
Revenue, $13,386.

Hon. Mr. oition made another appeal to
the Government to adopt early measures to
reduce the number of departments. The non-
necessity of this department was shown by
the fact that it had got along notwithstanding
the want of attention to its duties by the
present incumbent, who had not been at his
office for more than three months out of ten
since the department was organized.

Sir John A. Macdonald, in reply, said the
utmost attention to the duties of his office had
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been shown by Mr. Howland. When obliged
to return home on account of ill health, he
took his subordinate officers with him, and
though he worked under the double disad-
vantage of ill health and absence from the
seat of Government, it could be proved that
he had accomplished more than enough to
show the advantage arising from the subdivi-
sion of departments.

The item was agreed to.

On the next item-Department of Public
Works $38,611.

Hon. Mr. Holton contended that in as much
as the superintendence of the Intercolonial
Railway was otherwise provided for, and as
the Department had been shorn of some of its
former functions, it did not afford work
enough for a head of a department devoted to
it exclusively.

Hon. Mr. McDougall denied that the de-
partment was shorn of any of its proper
functions. Even as regarded the Intercolonial
Railway, the commissioners for that work
would have to act under the control of the
department. The work would be carried on at
a distance, and the commissioners would re-
lieve the department of the care of a variety
of details, but he did not feel that the depart-
ment had lost any of its dignity or responsi-
bility in consequence of the provision of the
Intercolonial Railway Bull. He (Mr.
McDougall) had endeavoured to manage the
department as economically as possible, and
was prepared to show that its expenditure was
less than in 1867 or 1866.

Mr. Mackenzie said he desired, in connec-
tion with this item, to speak at some length,
to ask information and to give information on
some points in which the public interests
were deeply involved, and with that view he
would ask that the item stand over.

Hon. Mr. McDougall desired the honourable
gentleman to indicate more definitely what he
referred to.

Mr. Mackenzie said he referred to the
management of the department, and the ex-
travagant, almost scandalous, manner in
which public moneys were squandered by
certain officers of the department. He would
only remark further just now that he thought

[Sir J. A. Macdonald (Kingston).]

the member for Chateauguay did not under-
stand the matter correctly when he repre-
sented the Minister of Public Works as hav-
ing reason to complain of having been shorn
of some of the proper functions of his depart-
ment. What the Minister of Public Works had
indicated, during the election, that he was
desirous of securing was not the labour con-
nected with the construction of the Inter-
colonial Railway, but merely the political
advantages that might possibly result from it.
The honourable gentleman expected it to be
the great engine by which he and his new
allies were to be sustained in power for many
years, and the member for Chateauguay act-
ed unjustly in insinuating that the object the
honourable gentleman had in view was not
likely to be realized. If there ceased to be a
minority and majority on the question in the
Cabinet, and other difficulties removed, he
must confess those expectations were in a
fair way of being realized. It was an injustice
to the Minister of Public Works and his
colleagues to say that they would not take
advantage of the opportunities which the con-
struction of the Intercolonial Railway would
afford them.

Hon. Mr. Holton said the difference be-
tween himself and the member for Lambton
was more apparent than real. The statement
made by the Minister of Public Works during
the election was that the acumen and corrupt
proclivities of the leader of the Government
had been very much under-rated, if he did
not use the expenditure connected with the
construction of the Intercolonial Railway to
secure his remaining in office for the next ten
years. He (Mr. Holton) had not intended to
call in question the sincerity of the Minister
of Public Works in that declaration, or the
adherence of his colleagues to the purpose he
had imputed to them. He thought, however,
there was an unfairness in taking away from
the Minister of Public Works the control of
that expenditure, but probably this was an
additional evidence of the correctness of what
the honourable gentleman told the electors.
The leader of the Government had deprived
him of that power with a view to the more
certain fulfillment of that brilliant prospect
which the honourable gentleman had depict-
ed.
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Sir John A. Macdonald said he had no
objection to a little badinage, but he really
did not see the propriety of introducing into
this discussion the appointment of the In-
tercolonial Railroad Commissioners, as to
which honourable gentlemen opposite had
had their fling when the Bill was under
discussion. As regarded this item, he desired
to give the member for Lambton every op-
portunity of establishing the charges he had
indicated, and would allow it to stand, with a
view to its being taken up at an early hour
to-morrow.

Mr. Mackenzie said he would be prepared
to proceed with the item whenever the
Government chose; but perhaps it would save
time if the Government would bring down,
before the discussion was resumed, some re-
turns which he had asked for ten days ago. If
these were not brought down to-morrow, it
might be as well then to proceed with the
other items.

Sir John A. Macdonald said he had no
desire to hurry the discussion of the item.

The item was allowed to stand.

The next item-Post Office Department,
$45,334-was agreed to.

On the next-Department of Agriculture,
Immigration and Statistics, $18,466.

Hon. Mr. Anglin objected to the accounts of
the Bureau of Agriculture, besides a large
amount for what appeared to him a useless
Department. He found that their Contin-
gencies reached $16,000, whereas last year
they were only $12,000; and last year the
Department might fairly lay claim to have
had something to do.

Mr. Blake stated that the Privy Council
Contingencies were this year about double
those of last year.

Messrs. Smith and Blake also objected to
this Dominion Government appropriating, in
several instances, sums for persons who were
alleged to be old servants of Ontario, and
were discharged and allowed a certain com-
pensation. This Dominion Government had no
right to interfere in the matter. Suppose the
Provincial Government repudiated the ac-
count-what then?
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Hon. Mr. Rose said these charges were
made against Ontario in the suspense ac-
count.

The item was agreed to.

On the item-Departmental Contingencies,
$187,733.

Mr. Mackenzie stated that among the con-
tingencies he found the item of telegraphing
for all the Departments extraordinarily
heavy. The total amount for this service in
the contingencies of the Departments last
year was over $14,000.

Hon. Mr. Rose explained that the tele-
graphing was and would be kept down as
much as possible.

Mr. Mackenzie asked what- the rate was?

Hon. Mr. McDougall said it was 20 per cent
less than ordinary telegraphing rates.

Hon. Mr. Holton called attention to an
abuse which existed and which he had no-
ticed while in the Government-that parties
sent lengthy messages to the departments by
telegraph without prepaying them. This
should not be.

Mr. Mackenzie also called attention to the
way in which the advertising patronage was
distributed. Obscure papers with hardly any
circulation were favoured with advertise-
ments a column long, showing forth that post
office savings banks had been opened in the
other end of the Province, or some other
Province. Now these advertisements could not
accomplish a particle of good; and he found
also that a paper with an immense circulation
like the Toronto Globe was favoured with
advertising to the amount of about $30 a
year, while others almost unknown had ad-
vertising to the extent of $500 and $1,000
each. Again, he found a large sum set down
for advertising in and subscriptions to the
"Canadian News", which was nothing more
or less than a Grand Trunk organ in London,
England. It certainly was to the interest of
the Government to prevent the waste of
public money on useless advertisements and
subscriptions to papers.

The item passed.

The Committee rose and reported progress
and obtained leave to sit again on Thursday.
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NOTICES

The following notices have been given:-

Mr. Godin-Bill to limit the rate of inter-
est.

Mr. Huoi-To refer the petition of the
Quebec Board of Trade for aid to encourage
the building of composite ships to the Com-
inittee on Shipbuilding.

Mr. McCallum-Enquiry whether it is the
intention of Government to man the provin-
cial gunboats with men from the Royal Navy,
or from the volunteer naval companies.

Mr. McCallum-Enquiry whether it is the
intention of Government to put a duty on
firewood coming from the United States.

DEBATES April 15, 1868

Mr. McCalum-Enquiry whether it is the
intention of Government to discriminate in
the rates of tolls to be imposed on Canadian
and foreign vessels passing our canals in
favour of the former.

MR. J. J. ROSS

The Sergeant-at-Arms reported that he had
been unable to comply with the order for the
arrest of Mr. J. J. Ross, owing to his absence
from the City, and on the motion of Mr.
Mackenzie the swearing in of the Joliette
Select Committee was postponed to the next
meeting of the House, which then rose at
half-past twelve this morning.
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Thursday, April 16, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at three
o'clock.

MR. J. J. ROSS IN CUSTODY

Mr. J. J. Ross appeared at the Bar in
custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms, and made
affidavit that his absence yesterday, when he
should have been sworn as a member of the
Joliette Election Committee, was owing to a
detention of trains.

Mr. Walsh moved that the excuse be
deemed sufficient, and that Mr. Ross be dis-
charged from the custody of the Sergeant-
at-Arns.-Carried.

JOLIETTE ELECTION COMMITTEE

Messrs. Tremblay, J. J. Ross, Stir±on. J. S.
Ross, and Scatcherd (Chairman) were then
sworn at the Clerk's table as a Committee to
try the Joliette Election.

MONTREAL EAST ELECTION

Mr. Walsh. from the General Committee on
Elections, reported the following as the
names of the Committee appointed to try
Montreal East election-Messrs. Dunkin,
Hagar, L. H. Masson, McConkey and Blake
(Chairman).

TOO MANY DEPARTMENTS

Mr. Jones (Leeds) gave notice that when
any of the Bills for the organization of any of
the new departments was before the House,
he would move a resolution to the effect that
in the opinion of the House it is for the
interests of this Dominion that the number of
His Excellency's advisers who should be in
the receipt of salaries, should not exceed
nine.

HEMLOCK TIMBER
Mr. Pope moved to add Hon. Mr. Blan-

chette to the Committee on the subject of
protecting hemlock timber.-Carried.

FIXING A SALARY
Sir John A. Macdonald moved that to-mor-

row the House will resolve itself into Com-

mittee of the Whole to consider a resolution
relating to the salaries of the officials men-
tioned in the Act respecting penitentiaries.
-Carried.

CONTINGENCIES

Hon. Mr. Langevin moved that on Monday,
immediately after routine proceedings, the
House will resolve itself into Committee of
the Whole to consider third report of the
Committee on contingencies.-Carried.

CRIMINAL LAW

Sir John A. Macdonald introduced six addi-
tional Bills relating to the Criminal Law.

MILITIA BILL

Hon. Mr. Cartier intimated that he would
move the second reading of the Militia Bill
on Tuesday, and would then explain the
views of the Government with reference to
fortifications, and the amount of money they
were to ask for that purpose.

THE ESTIMATES

The House was moved into Committee on
the Estimates-Mr. Jackson in the Chair
-commencing with the estimates for ad-
ministration of justice.

On the item Circuit Allowances and Con-
tingent Expenses, Ontario, $13,000.

Mr. Blake said the doubt expressed by the
Auditor-General in his letter of the 5th De-
cember last, as to the liability of the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund of the Dominion, for
certain charges appeared to have been solved,
so far as the Government could solve it in
these estimates, by the determination that
any payments authorized by Acts of the late
Province, were payments not merely to be
considered as liabilities of the Dominion of
Canada, but payments authorized to be made
from time to time as charges on the con-
solidated revenue, without any vote of Par-
liament at all. He apprehended, so far as his
investigation of the meaning of the Union Act
enabled him- to judge, that this was an er-
roneous view. He thought the proper course
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for the government to have taken was to
have asked a vote for any payments which
were not distinctly enumerated in the Union
Act as charges on the Consolidated Revenuue
Fund. The question was a very important
one, as it affected the annual expenditure of
four or five millions, whether Parliament was
to have an opportunity of pronouncing upon
it and revising the scale of expenditures, or
whether it was to be held as authorized by
Acts of the late Province.

Mr. Johnson said he would not assert that
the salaries of the Judges should be reduced;
but he held most emphatically that the salar-
ies of Judges in the various Provinces should
be the same. If the salaries in Ontario and
Quebec were too large, let them be reduced;
if in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia they
were too small, let them be increased. But at
all events let all the Provinces, as regarded
their Bar and Bench, be put on the same
footing. If justice was to be equally adminis-
tered throughout the Dominion, the salaries
of the Judges should be the same.

Sir John A. Macdonald, in reply to Mr.
Blake, said the list of charges on the Con-
solidated Revenue Funds in the Union Act
should be looked at from an Imperial point of
tiew. The Imperial Parliament had certain
interests to protect, and they therefore pro-
vided that the first charges should be expenses
of collection, interests of public debts of the
Province and the salary of the Governor-
General. These having been protected, others
had to be protected from the colonial point of
view. This was accomplished by the provision
that all acts of the various Provinces existing
at the time of the Union should remain in
force until modified or repealed. Under this
provision he held that the Judges of the
various Provinces had precisely the same
right to their salaries as fixed by statute in
the quarter succeeding the lst of January
last, as they had in the quarter previous to
that date. He thought, however, it was advis-
able that the whole civil list should be re-
vised and re-enacted, and the Finance Min-
ister had prepared a measure for that pur-
pose. The list of judicial salaries would thus
cone to be revised, but of course the utmost
care should be taken to preserve good faith
with those who had interests sanctioned by
statutory enactment.

Mr. Blake agreed that the Dominion should
fulfil the obligations transferred to it from
the various Provinces; but still held that the
expenditures to which he had referred should

[Mr. Blake (Durham West).]

not have been made charges on the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund until distinctly
placed on it by the Parliament of the Do-
minion.

Hon. Mr. Rose said whatever might be the
technical construction of the Union Act in
spirit, it required the Dominion to meet the
obligations created before the Union by the
statutes of the various Provinces. He agreed,
however, that it was desirable that this
Parliament should take the earliest oppor-
tunity of re-enacting the statutes under
which these obligations existed.

Mr. Johnson said the Government, without
any authority from Parliament, had increased
the number of heads of departments to 13, at
a salary of $5,000 each, with thirteen deputies
at $32,000. If this could be done under the
Union Act, there was nothing to have pre-
vented the salaries of the Judges in the
Maritime Provinces from being placed on the
same footing as those of the Judges in On-
tario and Quebec.

The item was agreed to, as also the corre-
sponding items for the other Provinces.

On the item of secret and detective service,
$50,000.

Mr. Mackenzie asked an explanation of the
entries in the public accounts with reference
to the expenditure of $100,000, voted as secret
service .money for 1866-67.

Sir John A. Macdonald said fifty thousand
dollars had been placed at the disposal of a
sub-committee of the Privy Council, consist-
ing of four members, for secret service. At
the lst July last they had expended $41,600,
and the balance of appropriations was consid-
ered to be wiped out. In the previous year
there had been a vote for frontier service,
and some of the accounts, properly chargea-
ble against that vote, had been erroneously
charged against the secret service. This oc-
curred during his absence in England, and on
his return he at once said that these accounts
ought not to have been so charged.

Mr. Mackenzie said that in the list of
unexpended appropriations, on page 101 of
public accounts the unexpended balance of
secret service money of 1866-67 was stated to
be $34,526. This would make the expenditure
to have been $66,000 instead of $41,000.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the difference
between the $41,000 and the $66,000 should
have been charged against the ordinary ad-
ministration of justice.
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Hon. Mr. Rose explained that the difference
consisted of payments of accounts from the
stipendiary magistrates, Messrs. Ermatinger
and McMicken.

Mr. Mackenzie said, according to these ex-
planations there must be an extraordinary
system of bookkeeping in the Finance De-
partment. Did Ministers mean to say that in
the estimates of 1866-67 no provision was
made for the stipendiary magistrates?

Sir John A. Macdonald-For their salaries,
but not their accounts.

Mr. Mackenzie--If the whole $100,000 had
been expended on secret service, would the
stipendiary magistrates have remained un-
paid? He also begged to ask whether the vote
of $50,000 now proposed included provision for
the salaries and accounts of these gentlemen?

Sir John A. Macdonald-No; no; there was
nothing secret or detective so far as these
salaries were concerned. Certain of the ac-
counts of these gentlemen appeared under the
ordinary administration of justice, but there
were special charges for which no vouchers
were produced.

Hon. Mr. Holton complained that the public
accounts committee had not been called
together again to consider this and similar
matters in the public accounts.

Hon. Mr. Howland said the committee at its
meeting a few days before the adjournment
asked for certain information which there
had not been time to furnish before the
adjournment. They would be called together
on an early day.

The item was agreed to.

In connection with the next item-arrears
of 1867, $13,937.

Mr. Blake inquired if the Finance Minister
included among the receipts an account of the
Province of Ontario the law fees and law fee
fund?

Hon. Mr. Rose-No.

Mr. Blake said when the Finance Minister
made his budget speech in December he re-
marked that he was not sure whether the
member for Cornwall might not consider these
funds as belonging to the Ontario Government.
These were local funds consisting of fees levied
from the suitors in order that the suitors
might pay a fair proportion of the expenses
of the administration of justice, and we ap-

prehended they both properly belonged to the
Province. They ought at least to be included
in the suspense account.

Sir John A. Macdonald said these funds
were created by separate statutes for separate
purposes. One of them was the Osgoode Hall
fee fund. He supposed the Dominion Gov-
ernment was responsible for the debt on
account of that building, and that the fee
fund should go in payment of the interest or
towards a diminution of the obligations. As
regarded the County Courts fee fund, that he
apprehended must belong to the Dominion.
The law provided that the salaries of County
Judges of Upper Canada should be defrayed
from a certain fee fund. There was a provi-
sion that if the fund was insufficient, the
deficiency should be charged on the general
revenue. The fee fund, therefore, he consid-
ered must be looked upon as a fund to be
received by the Dominion Government to-
wards payment of these salaries. If handed
over to Ontario the Government of that
Province should apply it to the payment of
County Judges so far as it went, and the
Dominion Government would be liable for
the deficiency. The County Judges in the
other Provinces were paid by the Dominion
Government without a fee fund; but as the
law now stood in the case of Ontario, the
liability of the Dominion Government was to
pay any deficiency in the salaries, after the
law fee fund was exhausted.

Mr. Blake said, under the Statute of the
late Province of Canada, the Consolidated
Revenue was chargeable with any deficiency
as regarded the salaries of County Judges
remaining after the fee fund was exhausted;
but the Union Act directed how the salaries
of the Judges--not merely any deficiency in
their salaries--should be paid by the Do-
minion Government; and this was the only
reasonable provision that could have been
made. It would have been unreasonable to
say that as regards one Province there should
be illusory provision for the payment of the
Judges by the Dominion Government, while
as regarded the others there should be a
substantial provision. He hoped such an obvi-
ous injustice would not be suffered to exist.
As regarded the future, he took it for granted
it would be rectified.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the subject of
stamp and fee funds generally in connection
with legal proceedings would shortly be dealt
with in a Bill to be introduced by the Min-
ister of Inland Revenue.
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Hon. Mr. Dunkin said the law of fee funds
in Lower Canada went to the payment of
ofìcers who were entirely chargeable on the
funds of that Province. The Dominion Gov-
ernment had nothing to do with them. If the
Government, however, would be kind enough
to take these funds and pay the officers
chargeable on them, they would be welcome
to do so.

Mr. Wood said the officers in Upper Canada
corresponding to those in Lower Canada
whose salaries were chargeable on its fee
funds were paid out of the revenues of Can-
ada corresponding to those in Lower Sheriffs,
Clerks of the Peace, Clerks of the Courts, etc.
The fee funds referred to by the member for
West Durham were peculiar to Upper Canada.
The Finance Minister had assumed that these
funds should go into the revenues of the Dom-
inion, but if there was a correct principle it
should extend to the whole Dominion, and
similar funds should be collected from other
Provinces for payment of the Judges. They
amounted to a very considerable sum, and to
say that Ontario should contribute a fund
nearly sufficient to pay its Judges, while the
Judges in the other Provinces were paid their
whole salaries out of the Dominion Treasury
was so monstrously unjust that he could not
believe the Finance Minister would persist in
including these funds in the Dominion reve-
nues.

Hon. Mr. Rose said the Treasurer of On-
tario had pressed his views very strongly on
the Dominion Government, and it was his
(Mr. Rose's) intention to go into a thorough
examination of the whole subject, with a
view to arriving at a just conclusion.

Mr. Blake remarked that he had suggested
in another place that the readiest method to
settle the difi¶culty would be for the Ontario
Legislature to repeal the Acts creating these
funds and then to re-enact them, appro-
priating the funds to Provincial purposes.
(Laughter).

The item was then agreed to.

On the item, Montreal River Police, $16,-
100.

Hon. Mr. Smith asked why this should be
charged against the Dominion?

Hon. Mr. Rose explained as to this and a
similar item for Quebec, that there were
certain funds arising from tonnage dues, etc.,
which went towards payment of this charge;
that the services of these police had been

availed of for certain purposes by Govern-
ment, and that the Dominion Government
would settle with the Quebec Government and
the local Harbour authorities how much of
the expense it should bear.

Sir John A. Macdonald said after the close
of navigation last year, Government gave
orders that these police should be discharged
on a fortnight's notice, as they were not
required during the winter, but before the
notice expired it was necessary on account of
circumstances which arose to employ them on
frontier service. A similar provision might
require to be made for some of the ports in
the Lower Provinces, although he did not
think such a necessity existed with reference
to Ontario.

Mr. Mackenzie held that every port from
the profits of its trade should pay for the
force necessary to preserve order among the
sea-faring men who brought it that trade, but
if the Dominion Government was to pay a
police force for Quebec, Montreal, Halifax,
and Saint John, he insisted that the same
provision should be made for Ontario ports.
It was not right that Ontario, which paid so
much of the taxation, should not have her
fair share of the expenditure.

Mr. Dunkin thought it unfortunate that
there should be so much sensitiveness exhib-
ited as between the Provinces. If any ports in
Ontario could be shown to be in analogous
circumstances to those of Quebec and Mont-
real, let a similar provision be made for
them. But he held it to be clear that the
responsibility of making the provision for
preserving the public peace rendered neces-
sary by the large influx of sailors at our ports
for sea-going vessels should not be thrown on
local municipalities. If the City of Quebec
was required to make such provision she
could not do it, and it would not be done. The
Union Act threw on the Dominion Govern-
ment the responsibility of caring for the
interests of navigation, and this charge prop-
erly belonged to it. The Dominion Govern-
ment received certain funds for that purpose
and ought to discharge the duty in connection
with which these funds were created.

Hon. Mr. Fisher contended that the Union
Act never contemplated throwing on the
Dominion Government such expenditure as
this, the first charge in which was the salary
of Judge of Sessions of the Peace, $2,400.
Such a charge as that clearly belonged to the
Local Government.
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After the recess,

Mr. Beaty said that before giving a vote on
this subject he desired more information. He
did not see why the people of the West
should be called on to pay for these river
police, and he warned the Government that by
their present course they were only furnish-
ing another weapon to the disaffected anti-
Union party. But having decided on it, he
knew the Government would carry it. Now,
his constituents sent him there to support
the Government; but he had told them
distinctly that he would not be passive
in the hands of any party. He was a party
man (hear, hear), and would only support the
Government when he found them dealing
equally and fairly by the whole Dominion.
But while saying he was a party man he
would also state that he did not take his
motto from Yankeedom, or any other "Dom".
He believed the interest of the State to be
superior to party, and would vote accordingly.

Mr. Johnson was surprised to hear such an
argument from a member of that House. (A
voice-"Louder.") He thought he could make
himself heard in that House, although judg-
ing honourable members by their statements,
he doubted whether he could make himself
understood. (Loud laughter.)

Hon. Mr. Smith contended that the River
police should not be a charge on the Dominion.
It did not seem to him that because the Gen-
eral Government had control over trade and
navigation generally that the Government of
Quebec could not from harbour dues and
other sources raise enough to support these
River Police.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau said the Dominion re-
ceived the dues which ought to go to the
support of this police. Hence the Dominion
had to furnish this River Police.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said the term "River
Police" was a misnomer. They should have
been called "Government Police." The corpo-
rations of Quebec and Montreal had no juris-
diction on the water, could not protect prop-
erty off the land. Hence the necessity for a
system of Government police, with privileges
to enable them to act in these cases. The
river police were under the charge of Local
Justices, Coursol & Maguire, but the ex-
penses of the police were necessarily a charge
on the Dominion. This was for the present,
but hereafter the charge for the officers super-
intending would not be a charge on the
Dominion.
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Mr. Wood opposed the vote, thinking it
most extraordinary that there should be such
a difference between land and sea in the mat-
ter of police.

Hon. Mr. Anglin took a similar view, and
was glad to hear an explicit statement that
hereafter the salaries of these justices would
not be a charge on the Dominion.

Mr. Young contended that it was very
unfair that the Government should pay for
the police forces of one Province while the
other Provinces paid for their police out of
municipal funds. He hoped that these items
would not appear in the estimates of next
year.

The items, after further discussion, were
agreed to.

On the item--Penitentiary, Kingston,
$130,561.

Hon. Mr. Anglin called attention to some
extraordinary items in the public accounts
under this head. One was a payment to Mr.
Litchfield, for use of his horse and carriage
for nine years, $720. This looked like some of
the jobs to which they had been accustomed
in the Maritime Provinces before Confeder-
ation. Another was a payment to a Mr.
MacDonell for seven years' services, $2,800.
Another clearing up of old scores was a
payment to the warden for seven years' ser-
vice in connection with Rockwood Asylum,
$2,800. He found also salaries of two chap-
lains at $1,600 each; he thought this was a
large amount. The allowance for the New
Brunswick penitentiary, $8,200, he thought
was not enough.

Hon. MT. Rose said the estimate of $8,200
corresponded with the grant which had been
usually given, and he had no other data to go
on.

Mr. Young hoped some explanation would
be given of the payments in the two cases for
seven years' services.

Sir John A. Macdonald said this was the
first time attention of the Finance Minister
had been called to these payments, and he
would make enquiries about them. He (Sir
John) did not know anything about them.
The salaries of the chaplains as given in these
estimates were fixed by law, but they were
considerably reduced in the resolutions he
was to submit to the House in connection
with his Penitentiary Bill.

Hon. Mr. Fisher considered the salaries of
the chaplains were too high.
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Sir J. A. Macdonald said his honourable
friend a little ago complained loudly that the
Judges of the Maritime Provinces did not
receive more than the salaries they had been
accustomed to get, and now he was shocked
that poor clergymen should get 400 pounds a
year. It was evident he thought more of the
law than of the Gospel.

Hon. Mr. Fisher said he had taken no part
part in the discussion about Judges' salaries,
and had given no opinion on the subject. As
to the chaplains, he did not see why two
clergymen having the charge of parishes for
which they received stipends, could not per-
form the duty for half the money.

Hon. Mr. Holton expressed his surprise that
the payments for seven years past services in
the Penitentiary, which belonged to the De-
partment of the Minister of Justice, should
have been made, and yet that honourable
gentleman could not explain why they were
made. The public accounts stated that they
were made by Order-in-Council, and that
Order-in-Council must have been based on a
report by head of the department.

Sir John A. Macdonald said they were not
made on his report, and he knew nothing
about them.

Mr. Connell complained that there should
be an appropriation for the Criminal Lunatic
Asylum, which by the Union Act must belong
either to Ontario or Quebec. If this course
were pursued, the dissatisfaction existing in
the Maritime Provinces would be greatly in-
creased. In New Brunswick the asylum was
maintained by the Local Government.

Sir John A. Macdonald said that if there
was dissatisfaction about this item in New
Brunswick, or in the honourable gentleman's
own mind, it was a very unreasonable dis-
satisfaction. The Union Act provided that
Penitentiaries should be maintained by the
Dominion, and lunatic criminals, as well as
other criminals, must be provided for by the
Dominion.

Mr. Connell-It is not so in New Brunswick.

Sir John A. Macdonald-It ought to be so
and must be so. There could be no doubt as
to the propriety of having a separate prison
for lunatic criminals, and it was as necessary
that such a prison should be maintained by
the Dominion Government as the Penitenti-
ary itself. In New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia there might not be a sufficient number
of that class to require separate prisons; but
proper provision for their safekeeping, sepa-

rate from the other prisoners, must be and
would be made by Government.

Mr. D. A. McDonald said be had gone
through the Rockwood Asylum and was not
satisfied with what be saw there. Many of the
lunatics were peaceable and quiet, but there
was no provision whatever for their getting
out to breathe the fresh air. He hoped the
leader of the Government would see to hav-
ing a remedy provided for this state of
things.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the Asylum had
been growing by degrees by annual votes. He
believed the peaceable inmates were allowed
to work in the grounds outside. As regarded
those with suicidal, homicidal, and other disa-
greeable propensities, it might not be safe to
let them outside, even if there were walls
about the grounds.

The items for penitentiaries and criminal
lunatic asylums were agreed to.

On the item of prison inspection, salaries of
4 inspectors, with salary of clerk and contin-
gencies, $10,800.

Mr. Mackenzie said Ontario had passed a
law appointing inspectors of its own pris-
ons-surely the Dominion was not to pay
other inspectors for the same purpose.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the inspectors
of the late Province of Canada continued
their duties, and were entitled to their salar-
ies, even so far as Ontario was concerned,
until the law referred to was passed. They
had still also duties to perform with reference
to the penitentiary.

The item was agreed to.

On the item Senate, Salaries- and Contin-
gencies $68,458.

Hon. Mr. Anglin called attention to the fact
that while the mileage charged for members
of the House was $28,500, that for members
of the Senate, who were not half the number,
was $28,182.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the charge
seemed inexplicable.

Hon. Mr. Rose said his attention had been
called to the matter, and he had made
inquiries without receiving a satisfactory ex-
planation. It was a delicate matter to inter-
fere with the contingencies of the Senate, but
he would make further inquiries about it.

The item was agreed to, as also $200,740
salaries and contingencies of the House of
Commons.
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Hon. Mr. Smith objected to the item of $840
for pensions.

Hon. Mr. Rose said this was an obligation
which had to be met. Whether it might not be
put to the debit of Ontario and Quebec was
another question.

Hon. Mr. Smith insisted that the Dominion
could inherit no liability from the late Prov-
ince of Canada unless it was created by
statute.

Hon. Mr. Fisher also contended that pen-
sions given by annual vote in the late
Province could not devolve on the Dominion.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin said there was a machin-
ery for dividing this obligation between
Ontario and Quebec unless it devolved in the
first instance on the Dominion.

This and the other items under the head of
legislation was agreed to.

On the items Quebec Observatory, $2,450,
do. Toronto, $4,800; do. Kingston Queen's
College, $500; do. Montreal McGill College,
$500.

Hon. Mr. Smith objected to paying grants to
observatories in connection with colleges in
Ontario and Quebec, while those connected
with colleges in the Maritime Provinces got
nothing.

Hon. Mr. Rose said the observatories at
Kingston and Montreal had been got up by
private subscription, and were not properly
connected with the colleges named.

Mr. Mackenzie thought it a dangerous
principle to commence making grants for
local institutions. If observatories in connec-
tion with Queen's College and McGill College
were to be aided, those in connection with
colleges in the Maritime Provinces had an
equal right to be aided.

The items were agreed to.
On the item of six months' grant in aid of

schools of medicines and certain other insti-
tutions of Ontario and Quebec.

Mr. Mackenzie said he considered it most
extraordinary that the Dominion Government
should assume to provide for these institu-
tions. They had no right to assume that
Ontario and Quebec would or would not
grant appropriations to these institutions, and
had no right to pay away the money of
Ontario and Quebec for such a purpose.

Hon. Mr. Rose said these grants were sim-
ply to pay a debt which had accrued in

consequence of the change of the fiscal year.
The grant was for the six months from lst
January, 1867 to lst July, 1867, and was as
much a debt as any other liability of the late
province of Canada. The amount had not yet
been paid, but Government considered they
were bound to pay it.

Mr. Mackenzie said this was a matter
which belonged to the Parliament of the late
Province of Canada, which had assumed to
make all the appropriations it considered
necessary up to lst July, 1867.

Hon. Mr. Holton thought this was a matter
with which the Dominion Parliament had
nothing to do. There was no legal or moral
obligation even on the part of the late
Province of Canada to continue these grants,
except from year to year; and under the
Union Act, the Dominion Parliament was
altogether incompetent to make them.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said that a six months'
grant had dropped out in consequence of the
change in the fiscal year, and this was only
found out when the check came by introduc-
tion of the new system when Confederation
went into operation. He contended that there
was an obligation on Parliament to make up
the deficiency.

Mr. Mackenzie, seconded by Mr. White-
head, moved that the item be struck out. He
again strongly objected to the extraordinary
proposition of the Government that the
Province of Ontario and Province of Quebec
should be coerced into these grants. It was
for these Provinces to make them or not as
they pleased.

A lengthy discussion ensued, when-

Hon. Mr. Rose said he would not press the
item that night, and there seemed to be a
good deal of feeling on the subject.

Mr. Mackenzie said he was obliged to the
honourable member.

The Committee then rose and reported
progress.

MONTREAL WEST ELECTION

Sir J. A. Macdonald moved that the
Speaker do issue his warrant for the election
of a member for Montreal West, in the room
of the late Hon. T. D. McGee.

The House adjourned at 1 o'clock.
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Friday, April 17, 1868

The Speaker took the chair at three o'clock.

MONTREAL EAST ELECTION

Messrs. Dunkin, McConkey, L. H. Masson,
Hagar, and Blake, Chairman, were sworn at
the Clerk's Table as a Committee to try the
Montreal East Election.

RATE OF INTEREST

Mr. Godin introduced a Bil to limit the
rate of interest in the Dominion of Canada.

MILITIA OF LOWER PROVINCES

Hon. Mr. Cartier laid on the table the
reports of the Adjutants-General of Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick on the Militia of
those Provinces.

DESPATCH FROM COLONIAL
SECRETARY

Sir John A. Macdonald brought down a
message from His Excellency transmitting a
despatch from the Secretary of State for the
Colonies relative to the laws respecting trea-
sonable offences.

PROVISION FOR MR. MCGEE'S FAMILY

Sir John A. Macdonald reported that those
members of this House who are of the Privy
Council had presented the address of this
House with which they were charged to His
Excellency the Governor-General, and that
he was graciously pleased to answer-That
he received with great satisfaction the assur-
ance of the intention of Her Majesty's faith-
ful Commons to take such measures as will
enable him to make a suitable provision for
the widow and family of the late Hon. T. D.
McGee. There could not be a more proper
occasion for the exercise of the liberality of
Parliament than one which enables it at the
same time to mark its appreciation of the
performance of public duty, and its detesta-
tion of the atrocious crime by which eminent
abilities, brilliant eloquence, and untiring pa-
triotism have been lost to the service of the
country.

On motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald, the
House went into Committee of the Whole, Mr.
E. M. McDonald in the Chair, to consider the
following resolutions:-

Resolved--That the annual sumi of $1,200 be
granted to Her Majesty out of the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund, to commence from
the 7th day of April, 1868, and be settled on
the widow of the Hon. Thomas D'Arcy
McGee, late member of the House of Com-
mons of Canada, for the electoral district of
Montreal West, for the term of her natural
life, and that the same be paid without any.
deduction whatever.

Resolved-That a sum of $8,000 be granted
to Her Majesty to be vested in the Minister
of Finance of Canada for the time being, in
two separate sums of $4,000 each, for the use
of each of the two children of the late Hon.
T. D. McGee, late member of the House of
Commons for the electoral district of Mont-
real West in such manner as the Gover-
nor-in-Council shall direct.

When the subject of the assassination of
Mr. McGee was first brought under the notice
of the House, he took occasion to state on
behalf of the Government that they consid-
ered it the duty of the country to provide for
the widow and children of Mr. McGee in a
proper manner. The response from all sides
of the House without distinction of party or
section showed unmistakably that the views
of the Government were shared by the
House, and if anything were wanting to as-
sure the Government that they were right in
making the proposition as they did, that as-
surance had been given by the response of
the country, east and west. He felt it un-
necessary in him to repeat on this occasion
what had been infinitely better said in this
House at great length, and in the press of the
country, respecting the merits of the
deceased. It must be exceedingly gratifying to
this House, as it was creditable to the press
of the country, that it had proved itself
equal to the occasion. The press of Canada
had already furnished ample and accurate
biographies describing in full detail the mer-
its, political, personal and social, of Mr.
McGee. It was especially gratifying to see
how, in the notices of the deceased, there had
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been an entire absence of the display of
anything like adverse political or personal
feeling, and that some of the most cordial and
affecting tributes to his memory had come
from pens of gentlemen who were not only
known to have been politically opposed to
Mr. McGee, but who could scarcely be said to
be on terms of personal friendship with him.
It was not for him to add to these numerous
tributes to the memory and services of Mr.
McGee. He would say, however, that it had
been admitted without a dissenting voice that
among the chief characteristics of the man
were his personal disinterestedness, his entire
lack of selfishness, and his kindly generosity;
that generosity which was alike characteristie
of his country and the man himself had left
his family unprovided for; and in the circum-
stances under which he had fallen, it became
the duty of the country to come to the
assistance of those who had been bereft of
their natural support, so far as pecuniary
consolation could be of any value. Mr. McGee
might have been up to the period of his death
in high political position. He might have
continued a member of the Government, but
with that disinterestedness of which he had
spoken, for the purpose of fairly attaining the
Union, he had set aside his own claims and
pretensions. In thus alluding to the sacrifice
Mr. McGee had made for the sake of the
Union, which he loved so well, it would be
wrong in him to make a single remark that
could provoke discussion. He would say,
however, that Mr. McGee earnestly believed
that in the Union of the British North
American Colonies there was a great future
for British America as a nation under the
British flag, and with that earnestness which
was his great characteristic he threw himself
into the work and laboured for the cause
uninterruptedly, zealously and continuously,
until it was carried out. But while he showed
the greatest disinterestedness so far as he
himself was concerned, he did not forget the
interests with which he felt himself specially
charged, the interests of his co-religionists,
and the only stipulation he made when he
withdrew from the position of Minister, or
rather the only expression of opinion with
which he accompanied his withdrawal was
that he urged upon him (Sir John A. Mac-
donald) the propriety and expediency of hav-
ing his countrymen and co-religionists repre-
sented in the Cabinet by one of its members
being an Irish Roman Catholic. In giving up
his position in the Ministry he knew that he
would be obliged to support his family by his

[Sir John A. Macdonald (Kingston).]

every-day labour, and he set himself most
manfully to the task. On the very day that he
was cut off, he was labouring at his desk in
the path he found open to him, with this
view, that of honest, industrious literary pur-
suits, and turning to his next neighbour he
held up the manuscript and said, "There is
my bread." He had earned a high position in
literary circles, and his labour in that way
would no doubt have enabled him to earn for
himself and his family a respectable subsist-
ence, and to increase the reputation he had
earned; but he had been cut down in his
prime, and had left his family thrown upon
the wide world, or rather in the language of
His Excellency, thrown on the justice and
liberality of Parliament. That justice he was
assured would not be denied, and that libe-
rality would be extended to those he had left
behind, although not with an unnecessarily
lavish hand. The resolutions, he believed,
would commend themselves to this House as
at once marking the sense of Parliament of
the private and public virtues of Mr. McGee,
and at the same time affording a sufficient,
but not extravagant, contribution towards the
respectable support and sustenance of his
widow and family. To the widow the sorrow-
ful sense of her loss would remain, but it
would be some comfort to her to feel that the
merits of her deceased husband had been so
feit and acknowledged by the Parliament of
the country, that they had found it to be
their bounden duty to make a suitable provi-
sion for his widow and for his and her
children.

Hon. Mr. Johnson supported the resolution,
paying a high compliment to Mr. McGee's
private qualities, and also to his great public
services, in softening the asperities which
interfered with the welfare of the Union
which he had served more than any other
statesman. He (Mr. Johnson) had long known
Mr. McGee personally and politically, and
thought it fitting to pay this tribute to his
memory, and to express his confidence that
his constituents would be unanimously ready
to endorse his action in support of the resolu-
tion.

Hon. Mr. Gray, though not having possessed
the advantage of so close a personal intimacy
with Mr. McGee, thought it not improper that
he should bear witness in his place there to
his deep admiration for the patriotie career of
that gentleman, to whom the public owed so
large a debt of gratitude as an earnest and un-
tiring advocate of Confederation. Drawing a
distinction between the assassination of the
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Hon. Spencer Percival, Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer, by the hand of a madman avenging a
fancied private quarrel, and that of Mr. Mc-
Gee by an enemy of his country, incensed by
his victim's patriotic devotion, he mentioned
the grant of the House of Commons of 50,000
pounds to Mr. Percival's family without one
dissentient voice, and he believed that he did
not go too far in expressing his opinion that
this House would only be too ready to vote
an additional sum of $4,000 or $5,000, or
whatever amount might seem proper, to de-
fray any immediate liabilities to which his
family might be subjected. (Hear, hear.) The
services of Mr. McGee did not end with his
life, his pen having sown seeds of good to be
reaped in for distant years. He suggested that
the Government should collect and publish a
éomplete edition of his works, presenting it to
public libraries and literary institutions of
the country, an undertaking not only likely
to be most gratefully acknowledged by
his family, but also of great profit to the
community. He concluded by hoping that Mr.
McGee's last words, "It is morning now,"
would prove prophetic of the dawn of an
immortal fame.

Hon. Mr. Dorion thought the House might
very well have been spared some of the
observations which had fallen from the mem-
ber for Saint John. His speech really seemed
as if designed to invite opposition. When the
honourable gentleman urged the adoption of
these resolutions as a reward for Mr. McGee's
services on behalf of Confederation, he
seemed to forget that a considerable section
of this House did not approve of that meas-
ure. The honourable gentleman knew that the
sister Province adjacent to his own was
unanimously opposed to it, and he thought
the very last act of the honourable gentle-
man's own constituents should have imposed
silence upon him in that respect.

Hon. Mr. Gray explained that he had not
meant to urge these resolutions as a reward
for Mr. McGee's services on behalf of Con-
federation. He had merely stated that, so far
as he was personally concerned, he approved
of his labours in that matter.

Hon. Mr. Dorion said he was perfectly
satisfied with the honourable gentleman's ex-
planation, without which his remarks would
have been liable to misconstruction both in-
side and outside the House.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau (in French) cordially
agreed with the suggestion of the honourable

member for Saint John. Mr. McGee had paid
an hundred fold his debt to the country, and
it was not too much to claim that the country
should discharge any smail obligations which
encumbered his estate.

Mr. Mackenzie expressed his regret that
anything should have been said of a nature to
provoke discussion or opposition. He thought
the Government had shown both liberality
and prudence in the proposition they had
offered, and he would have been glad if al
parties had been content to leave the matter
precisely as the Government had placed it.
He regretted the general tenor of the speech
of the member for Saint John; but for that he
(Mr. Mackenzie) had intended to address
some observations to the House which he now
felt bound to withhold.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin said Mr. McGee had
nothi.ng to do but hold his tongue as to his
convictions, and in all probability he would
have been living now. In common with other
gentlemen who had spoken, he hoped that if
more could be done hereafter, it would be
done. If the fact was, as he believed, that
there was a very considerable amount of
encumberance hanging over the deceased
statesman's family, then they should not be
allowed to labour under.

The resolutions were adopted, and having
been reported were concurred in by the
House.

A Bill to provide for the widow and chil-
dren of the late T. D. McGee was then
introduced and read a first time.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

The House then again went into Committee
of Supply.

In Committee of Supply, the item of $2,000
for expenses connected with the organization
of the patent office was carried, also the item
of $5,185 for the registration department of
Nova Scotia; on the latter there was a debate.

The item registration for Quebec, $650,
passed.

On the item $34,000 for salaries of Immi-
gration Office, rent and contingencies of do.,
helps, transportation of immigrants.

Mr. Jackson said it would be desirable that
information should be afforded by the Gov-
ernment as to what they proposed to do
towards aiding immigration, and whether in
this matter they are working in unison with
the Local Legislatures.

House rose at six o'clock.
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BANK OF AGRICULTURE

Afier the recess.

Mr. Macfarlane introduced a Bill to incor-
porate the Bank of Agriculture, second read-
ing for Monday next.

The House went again into Committee of
Supply.

Hon. Mr. Rose was going to allude to the
point raised by the member for Grey, when

Mr. Mackenzie said as discussion was
inevitable on this point, and as the member
for Cornwall, who would desire, no doubt, to
take part in it, is not in his place, he (Mr.
Mackenzie) would suggest that they should
discuss the matter on the question of concur-
rence.

Hon. Mr. Rose agreed.

In reply to Mr. Young

Hon. Mr. Rose stated that in future the
Government did not intend to pay the rail-
way passage of immigrants who were brought
out to the country and helped by having their
passage paid on the Grand Trunk and who, in
numerous cases, went and settled in the
Western States.

The item for quarantine establishment ex-
penses at Grosse Isle, and salaries of In-
specting officers at Quebec, $18,000 was
passed, also quarantine expenses at Halifax
and Saint John $7,000.

On the item $21,958 for salaries for marine
and immigrant hospitals, Quebec.

Mr. Blake maintained that the Dominion
was here providing for immigrant hospitals
and other things obviously pertaining to the
local Governments. With the marine hospitals
the Dominion had to do, but not with other
things.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau thought it was illiberal
to object to an hospital like the marine hos-
pital, the support of which certainly per-
tained to the Dominion. It seemed to him that
honourable gentleman objected more because
this charity was in the Province of Quebec
than for any other reason. The sum granted
to this charity was but $1,000.

Mr. Blake objected to giving any sum
which the Dominion was not justly entitled to
give.

Dr. Parker thought it would have been
more satisfactory if, in this matter, the

Government had given a statement of the
number of sailors taken to these hospitals, as
distinguished from the number of inhabitants
sent there from Quebec City and the country
round.

Hon. Mr. Rose replied that the hospital in
question was undoubtedly a Dominion insti-
tution, but he would add that if it were found
that in carrying out these objects the Do-
minion and Local Governments could use the
same machinery, then he would be prepared
to do what he could in the way of economy.

Mr. Mackenzie thought that if the esti-
mates had been prepared with more care,
these discussions might have been avoided.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin explained that the Marine
Hospital was not in the slightest degree under
the control of the Province of Quebec. It was
a Dominion institution.

Mr. Young said the vote here asked for
Government was unconstitutional, as they
could not vote money for charitable purposes.
Any vote given by that House could only be
for marine purposes.

The item was carried; also item $900 for
salaries and maintenance of Marine Hospital
at Saint John.

On the item $5,000 for maintenance of sick
and disabled seamen sent to the General
Hospital, N.S., it was explained that there
was no Marine Hospital there, and hence the
General Hospital had been used.

Mr. Mackenzie alluded to the admirable
first class marine hospitals established along
the lakes by the United States, and suggested
that some such system would be a great
improvement on the present one,

The item passed.

The votes for shipwrecked and disabled
seamen in Quebec, Nova Scotia, and New
Brunswick, for the humane establishment at
Sable Island, and for sundry hospitals and
other charitable institutions were also agreed
to.

On the item for militia and gun-boats, Hon.
Mr. Cartier explained that any of the expen-
diture included under this head incurred in
the late Province of Canada before the lst of
July, 1867, would be charged against Ontario
and Quebec.

In reply to Mr. Masson, Terrebonne,
Hon. Mr. Cartier said the statutory appro-

priation for the Deputy Adjutant General. of
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Quebec would not be expended, as the place
of Col. DeSalaberry had not been filled, and
would not be filled under the new system.

Hon. Mr. Dorion could not see why the
money should be voted, if the appointment
was not to be made.

Mr. Mackenzie asked the name of the
medical officer attached to the Militia De-
partment.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said he could not answer
in the absence from town of the Adjutant-
General. He thought it was Girdwood, but he
was not sure. He would answer the question
on Monday.

Hon. Mr. Abboit said that Dr. Girdwood
was a gentleman of high professional stand-
ing, and to his knowledge had on several
occasions rendered valuable service in audit-
ing accounts sent in for inquiry to volunteers.

Dr. Grant said Dr. Girdwood had also been
of service in examining certificates of gentle-
men who applied for positions as medical
officers in connection with the volunteer ser-
vice.

Mr. Mackenzie said the action of this Dr.
Girdwood as a medical board in examining
the certificates of medical officers was entire-
ly outside the law. It was impossible for one
medical gentleman to exercise surveillance
over the whole medical staff in the event of
the Volunteers being called out. Whatever
this gentleman's qualifications might be, his
appointment was nothing more nor less than
a job.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin said every Battalion of
Militia might have its medical office in-
dependently altogether of the calling out of
the Volunteers. He thought there was a decid-
ed propriety in having the certificate of par-
ties applying for these appointments sent in
to be examined by so competent a medical
man as Dr. Girdwood, acting as medical ad-
viser of the department, and $800 a year was
not very much for the discharge of these and
other duties devolving upon him.

Hon. Mr. McDougall thought the member
for Lambton assumed too much in character-
izing Dr. Girdwood's appointment as a "job".
The organization of the medical department
of the militia had been found in a very
defective state. It was seen to be necessary
that it should have an efficient head, and Dr.
Girdwood's qualifications were such that one
who was acquainted with the facts must
admit that his services were cheaply paid for.

Dr. Bown expressed his opinion that
Government had acted wisely in making the
appointment.

In reply to Mr. E. M. McDonald-

Hon. Mr. Cartier said Dr. Girdwood was
appointed under the Militia law of the late
Province of Canada which gave His Excel-
lency the power to make such an appoint-
ment.

Mr. Blake asked if the new Militia Bill
provided for the appointment of this office.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said the Bill provided
for the appointment of all officers necessary
for the efficient defence of the country.
(Laughter).

Mr. Mackenzie said the vote of $100,000 for
drill-sheds and rifle ranges seemed very
large. Would the Minister of Militia explain
where these drill-sheds and rifle ranges were
situated?

Hon. Mr. Cartier said only $20,000 or $25,-
000 of this amount had been actually spent,
and the vote would remain not only for the
service of this year, but to be carried over till
next year.

Mr. Mackenzie That cannot be done.

Hon. Mr. Rose said there was an old vote
of $110,000 for this purpose only a portion of
which had been spent. This was a renewal of
that vote, and it was not to be supposed it
would be all spent during this year.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said there were now four-
teen drill-sheds in course of being erected.

Mr. Mackenzie said these would not cost
more than $1,000 each. He protested against
the House being asked to vote large sums
with regard to which no proper explanation
was given.

Hon. Mr. Rose said ample information
would be found in the report of the Adju-
tant-General with regard to al the drill-sheds
which had been so built.

Mr. Mackenzie said the information he
wanted was not as to the drill-sheds built last
year, but as to those built or to be built this
year.

Hon. Mr. Rose said the precise information
could not be given, until the specifications in
each case was read and a block sum asked, so
that no money might be spent which had not
been first voted by Parliament.
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After further discussion,
Hon. Mr. Rose added to the resolution the

words, "to be paid in 1867-68, or 1868-69."

Mr. Ferguson thought it would be quite
safe to vote this $100,000 to the Gavernment.
If spent, it would be well spent; if not all
spent the balance could remain in the
Treasury; there could be no loss to the coun-
try.

Mr. Masson (Terrebonne)-With regard to
the appropriation to cover payment for stores
furnished by the Imperial Government before
the lst of July, 1867, asked if it included
ammunition as well as accoutrements.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said he had been Minister
of Militia only since the lst of July, and he
did not have these old accounts by rote. If
the honourable member came to his office
to-morrow he would show him how much
was for ammunition and how much for ac-
coutrements.

Hon. Mr. Smith with regard to the appro-
priation of $18,000 pay of volunteers for
Dominion Day review, asked how much of
this was spent in Nova Scotia.

Hon. Mr. Cartier could not say.

On the item of $120,000 to pay for barrack
fitments made by the Royal Engineers,

Hon. Mr. Cartier explained that the
Province of Canada undertook to pay for
barrack accommodation for three regiments.
Some of the items in the accounts furnished
by the Royal Engineers for this service were
disputed by the Government, but it had been
thought well to ask an appropriation suffi-
cient to cover the whole accounts.

Mr. Mackenzie thought there should not be
too much excitement in consenting to these
accounts, although he believed there had
been a mistake as to the prices where this
barrack accommodation had been provided;
most of the work done had been to alter old
buildings which were not the property of
this Government, he thought that Govern-
ment should adopt a distinct policy as to
where the barracks should be located, and
then own the buildings which were erected.

Hon. Mr. Cartier admitted that the present
system was not satisfactory. He did not think,
however, the suggestion of the member for

Lambton could be carried out in practice, for
the commander of the forces might at any
time remove garrisons from one town to
another, or select new places in which sol-
diers should be quartered.

On the next item $80,000, for barrack ac-
commodation,

Mr. Blake asked how much rent was paid
for the buildings in Ottawa in which the
Rifles were quartered.

Hon. Mr. Cartier $4,000 per annum for the
Skead building, and $6,000 per annum for the
Nun's building.

Hon. Mr. Fisher-How many troops are
accommodated for that money?

Hon. Mr. Cartier could not say. He be-
lieved, however, there was accommodation
for a whole regiment.

On the item $400 pension to Samuel
Walter, late Clerk of the House of Assembly,

Hon. Mr. Smith asked a definition of the
policy of the Government with reference to
these pensions. Surely the Government did
not mean that New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia should have anything to do with pay-
ing these pensions of the old Province of
Canada.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin said it was clear under
the Union Act, Canada was liable for all the
debts and liabilities of the late Province of
Canada but as Ontario and Quebec had to
assume the debt in excess of sixty-two and a
half millions, the liabilities above that
amount would be divided between these
Provinces.

Hon. Mr. Smith thought the House should
know when these moneys were appropriated
whether they were to be charges on the
Dominion Government or Local Govern-
ments. He was afraid justice would not be
done if New Brunswick and Nova Scotia
were not also represented in the arbitration
between Ontario and Quebec.

Hon. Mr. Dorion said if these pensions
were to be charged against Ontario and
Quebec, this Parliament was appropriating
the money of those Provinces, or increasing
their debt without the consent of their Le-
gislatures.

Hon. Mr. Cartier contended that the Do-
minion Parliament, under the Union Act,
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must provide for al the debts and liabilities
of the several Provinces existing at the time
of union, but these liabilities must afterwards
under the arbitration be apportioned between
the Provinces. These pensions it was clear,
must be paid, and for this Parliament to rate
them was not to usurp the functions of the
Local Parliaments.

The item was after a lengthy debate car-
ried.

The remaining item under the heads
Pensions and New Militia Pensions were car-
ried, the latter amounting in all to $25,115.22.

The Committee then rose, reported
progress, and obtained leave to sit again on
Monday.

The House adjourned at half past one
o'clock.

DEBATES 511

NOTICES

Mr. Redford-Inquiry if the Government
will make arrangements with the Montreal
Bank for the exportation of American silver,
and what amount has already been sent out
of the country.

Hon. Mr. Howland on Tuesday next will
propose that raw tobacco shall be entered for
consumption. Second, that the importer of
raw tobacco, or any party to whom tobacco
grown in Canada is delivered, not being a
licensed tobacco manufacturer, shall give
bonds that such tobacco shall be exported or
delivered to a licensed manufactory under
penalty of 15 cents per pound. Third, all
tobacco with respect to which the require-
ments of law are not complied with will be
forfeited.





HOUSE OF COMMONS

Monday, April 20, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at three o'clock.

CONTESTED ELECTIONS

Mr. Blake moved that the Montreal East
elections committee have leave to adjourn to
the 2nd May. Carried.

Mr. Pozer presented the fiscal report of the
St. Hyacinthe election committee. The com-
mittee reported that the sitting member, the
Hon. E. R. Kierzkowski, had been duly elect-
ed for St. Hyacinthe; that the petition against
him is frivolous and vexatious, and that the
defence of the sitting member is not frivolous
or vexatious.

Mr. Casauli moved that the Yamaska
Election committee have leave to adjourn to
the 5th May. Carried.

Messrs. Mills, Kirkpatrick, Chauveau, Gau-
det. and Macfarlane, Chairman, were sworn
at the Clerk's Table as a committee to try
the Berthier election.

C. B. AND K. C. B.

Hon. Mr. Holon, before the orders of the
day were called, stated that the return to the
address for correspondence with reference to
the Titles of Honour was evidently incom-
plete. It contained no answer, not even a
letter of acknowledgement, in response to the
letters of Messrs. Galt and Cartier, which
formed the concluding portion of the return.
He could not conceive that letters written in
so grave a state on so important a subject
could have been allowed to pass without
reply. He wished to know if the missing parts
of the correspondence would be supplied.

Hon. Mr. Langevin said the question if
repeated to-morrow, would then be answered.

RAILWAY INDEBTEDNESS TO
GOVERNMENT

Mr. Morris asked if there had been any
additional correspondence on the subject of
railway indebtedness since the date of the
return brought down a few days ago, and if

such additional correspondence would be laid
before the House.

Hon. Mr. Rose said there had been two or
three additional letters between Mr. Swin-
yard and the Government.

Mr. Street said so far as the Great Western
was concerned they would like this additional
correspondence to be laid before the House.

Hon. Mr. Rose promised that it should be
brought down.

CONTINGENCIES AND ECONOMY

Hon. Mr. Langevin moved that the House
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on
the third report of the Standing Committee
on Contingencies, which recommends reduc-
tion in the number and salaries of officers of
the House, so as to effect a saving estimated
at $30,000 per annum. He said the Committee
had called before them the Clerk and Ser-
geant-at-Arms to obtain information from
them as to the position in which the expense
of the House stood, and by what extent they
could be safely reduced. Before entering,
however, on the work of reduction they had
been gratified to find that Speaker without
impairing the efficiency of the service had
been enabled to employ a less number of
officers and messengers than were employed
by the late Legislative Assembly of Canada,
and to effect thereby a saving to the amount
of $7,400. They found that there were now 61
messengers. This class of employee they be-
lieved could be reduced to 40. There were 9
pages employed, a number which (he thought)
was not too great. That 6 permanent clerks
be discharged and the number of extra clerks
be reduced by six. With regard to the depart-
ment of routine and records the committee
recommended that the analogous offices in
the Senate should be combined with those of
the House so as to form a joint department to
be composed of one Chief Clerk, one Junior
Clerk, one workman, and two Messengers;
they recommended a combination of the de-
partment of votes and proceedings and that
of the journals, so as to form one department
with four officers. They recommended also
arrangement with regard to the department
of controverted elections, the post office, the
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reading room, the library, etc., which in each
case would effect a reduction in the number
of employees; also that the salaries of em-
ployees receiving over $800 be reduced 12j
per cent, but no such salary to be less than
$800. That no extra allowances or any service
be granted to any permanent employees ex-
cept the Speaker's Secretary, to whom the
Speaker may grant $400 per session for his
special services. That the salaries of perma-
nent messengers who now receive from $850
to $600, be fixed at $600, except the Speaker's
messengers and head doorkeeper, who shall
receive $700, and the fourth messenger in
messengers' room who shall receive $500; the
sessional messengers to receive $2, and the
nine pages $1.50 per day, during the session.
Any new messengers appointed to fill a va-
cancy among the permanent messengers to
receive but $400 per annum. That in the
further distribution of the patronage due re-
gards be had to the claims of each of the
three great divisions of Canada, to wit: the
Maritime Provinces, Quebec and Ontario.
Each member and reporter to receive station-
ery to the value of $15 per session and no
more. The salary of Mr. McCarthy, assistant
head messenger to be $1,000. These recom-
mendations to take effect on lst July next.
The committee estimated that taking as the
basis a session of three months a saving of
$30,000 per annum could be effected as com-
pared with the expenditure of the late Leg-
islative Assembly of Canada. Having thus
stated the recommendations of the committee,
Mr. Langevin said there had been difference
of opinion as to some of them, but taken
together they presented the best result the
committee could arrive at. The duty of re-
trenchment was in some respects a painful
one, as some hardship would be caused to the
employees in having their salaries reduced,
and in some instances their services altogeth-
er dispensed with. The committee, however,
had felt bound to look only at the question
what staff of officers were required for the
efficient discharge of the business of the
House, and what was a reasonable compensa-
tion for their services.

Mr. Johnson said he had always thought
that Responsible Government meant that
members of the Government should take such
a course as they thought the public interests
required, and then come down and ask the
House to support them. But in what position
were they now placed? One of the leading
members of the Government, as Chairman of
a committee, had been examining whether

[Mr. Langevin (Dorchester).]

officers of this House had more salary than
they ought to have. If the Government
thought so, why did they not undertake the
duty of making a reduction? They were
shirking their responsibilities. If Mr.
Langevin thought $30,000 too much had been
spent, why did he not, as a member of the
Government, see to this before and have the
expenditure reduced?

A Member-Better late than never.

Mr. Johnson went on to say that he wanted
this reduction, but the Government would
have to go further and reduce the expenses,
not of the House merely, but of the depart-
ments. When a minister had a deputy at 800
pounds or 900 pounds a year and 16 clerks,
there must be some reduction or the country
would not stand it. The clerks in the depart-
ments were so numerous that they were in
each other's way, and knocking each other's
heads to get here. It was time that those who
had to do with public business should seek a
remedy. There should be a committee to
enquire into the expenses of the departments.
He was a supporter of the administration, but
he had a duty to discharge to his constituents
and would go for putting a stop to extrava-
gance, however his course might affect the
administration or be regarded by it.

Hon. Mr. Huntinglon said it was refreshing
to find the honourable gentleman who had
just spoken indulging, as he occasionally did,
in fits of independence. He believed the com-
mittee would find the House sustaining them
in their efforts to bring about retrenchment.
They deserved the thanks of the House and
their report was a credit to them. He re-
served to himself the right, however, when
they went into Committee of the Whole to
discuss some points in it as to which there
might be difference of opinion. He would not
object to the assistant head messenger having
his salary raised from $900 to $1,000. He was
sure the members generally would consider
he was well worthy of it. But he did not see
what justice there was in at the same time
reducing the salary of the efficient door-keep-
er from $850 to $700; nor could he see the
propriety of recommending a general reduc-
tion of the salaries by a certain percentage,
without inquiry whether injustice might not
be done to the best officers of the House, who
discharged their duties most efficiently, and
who, if they had pursued other walks of life,
might have risen to positions of high emi-
nence. At all events the salaries of these men
should not be reduced without giving them a
little warning.
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Mr. Jones (Leeds), said he might differ
from the recommendations of the Committee
in some respects, but being earnestly desirous
to carry out retrenchment, he was willing
that the whole report should be adopted.

Mr. Pope was willing that the number of
officers should be reduced, but he thought it
vas cheese-paring economy to make a gener-

al reduction of salaries by 121 per cent. If
the work of the House was to be well done,
its officers should be sufficiently paid.

Mr. Bodwell said the cry of cheese-paring
was always the argument when any scheme
of retrenchment was proposed. There was a
general feeling throughout the country that
retrenchment should be carried into the de-
partments of the Government. He hoped
measures would be taken to meet this feeling.
He thought the present report was a good
beginning. He would not be deterred by the
cry of "cheese-paring". Let the cents be taken
care of and the dollars would take care of
themselves. He argued that those who did
their duties well should be paid well, but he
believed the officers of the House generally,
even after this reduction, would be better
paid than other men equally qualified and
discharging equally responsible duties in the
private walks of life. Men of education
throughout the country, qualified to fill amost
any position, were receiving from $300 to
$500 for teaching school, while the messen-
gers of this House and many men without
education were to receive, even after the
reduction, $600. It was said there was great
injustice in cutting down the salaries of those
who had been employed by the House for
forty years. This was not strictly correct. This
House of Commons was a new body, the
employees of the old Parliament of Canada
might have some claim on account of the
length of their services, but it was not the
Parliament of the Dominion which was bound
to recognize that claim. It was a matter for
the consideration of the Provinces of Canada
just as it was the Legislature of the Lower
Provinces which had to do justice to the
claims of the employees of those Provinces.

Mr. Mills remarked that the officers of this
House would, after the reductions proposed
by the Committee, be as well paid as those of
the departments. In his opinion they should
be paid on the same scale as officers of
departments, and have salaries regulated as
in the Civil Service Bill.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau alluded to the high-
rates of living, and although in favour of

retrenchment, was of opinion that many em-
ployees were not overpaid.

Mr. Bellerose objected to the non-commit-
tal remarks of the honourable member for
Quebec. He (Mr. Bellerose) was in favour of
paying men according to their ability to dis-
charge their duties, and although he was in
favour of retrenchment, he was not in favour
of this report.

Mr. Masson (Terrebonne) said retrench-
ment was a very popular cry, but injudicious
retrenchment would cause a great deal of
injustice, and would not really benefit the
public. He opposed the report.

After the recess,

Mr. J. S. Ross said he did not agree with
the principle adopted by the committee, of
taking off so much per cent from all the
salaries. He believed there ought to be dis-
crimination-that some ought to be reduced
more and some less, that in making any
reduction due regard ought to be had to the
importance of the services of each employee.
In estimating the amount of payment in these
cases a comparison ought to be made with
bank clerks, clerks in commercial houses,
school teachers, and persons of that class, and
if this were done, he thought it would be seen
that the employees of that House were not
underpaid.

Mr. Speaker, acknowledging the ability dis-
played by the Committee in the preparation
of the Report, still felt it his duty to warn the
House that the Report went too far. (Hear,
hear, and applause.) While some officers of
the House had been invited to give informa-
tion to the Committee, others had not been,
and from the results of an enquiry, instituted
at his request, by an officer of the House,
whose ability and zeal were unquestionable,
(Mr. Wicksteed) he was able to state that so
far as the duties of the House officials being
less than in the old Legislative Assembly they
were very much greater. He proceeded to
read from Mr. Wicksteed's report, from
which it appeared that the duties of French
translators frequently occupied the transla-
tors fifteen hours daily in the Session, and
had to be continued to their completion al-
most through the whole of the recess. The
translators were gentlemen of high attain-
ments, their work being very difficult as well
as laborious, and requiring both close atten-
tion and large research. In the last Session of
the House of Assembly the translation had
covered 3,175 pages, and in the present Ses-
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sion 5,630 pages, showing an increase of near-
ly 1,500 pages. They had been conducting the
largely extended business of the country with
a staff reduced by seventeen clerks from its
former standard, and any large further re-
duction would render it impossible to contin-
ue to discharge it efficiently, and would result
in the loss of the substance in grasping at the
shadow (hear, hear). He proceeded to speak
in high terms of the eminent abilities and the
great parliamentary knowledge possessed by
the clerk (Captain Lindsay) who was gifted in
a high degree with the peculiar accomplish-
ments which went to make up his specialty,
who was acquainted intimately with the
precedent and practice of his department,
who was master of two languages, and whose
duties forbade him. to leave the House except
weekly, and compelled his attention to close
work two hours every night after the House
rose. To reduce the salary of such a public
servant who had held the position for years,
would be in the highest degree unjust and
impolitic. He also considered it a mistake to
interfere with the remuneration of the Law
Clerk, whose professional attainments he
highly eulogised, and although knowing the
officials of the House well enough to be
satisfied with their honourable anxiety to
perform their duties faithfully at all times
and under al circumstances (hear, hear), dep-
recated their being placed in such a position
as might reasonably cause them dissatisfac-
tion. He specially regretted that the commit-
tee had not only recommended the reduction
to be effected by the dismissal of so many
employees, but had gone a step further, and
proceeded to excuse al the functions of the
Speaker on the premises, and indicated by
name those whom they desired to discharge
(hear, hear.) For his part he shrank from the
necessity sought to be imposed upon him, of
selecting from among the public servants
those who were to be thrown out of employ-
ment, without any notice or any compensa-
tion, in a manner unknown to any respecta,
ble mercantile institution of the country.
(Applause.) He stated distinctly that the
proposal to amalgamate the offices of Jour-
nals and Votes and Proceedings, was one
which would not work, and the contemplated
postponement of the compilation of journals
to the recess, would be an absurdity. He was
as desirous of any member of the Committee,
to see all reasonable retrenchment effected,
but if in addition to the seventeen clerks
already dispensed with, they were called
upon to lose the services of so many more, he
warned the House that at the close of the

session, when work was found to press heavi-
ly, the staff so attenuated would be incapable
of performing it. In conclusion, he said that
although he would endeavour, as he best
might, to carry out the system as proposed by
the Committee, were it to be adopted, he
must protest against the principle of dismiss-
ing without acknowledgment, gentlemen
whose services were valuable, and against
whose conduct, in the discharge of their du-
ties, no reproach had been ever urged. (Much
applause.)

Mr. Blanchet said economy was the order
of the day, and he was in favour of it as
regarded both this House and the depart-
ments. But the dismissal of half a dozen
clerks was not necessarily economy. He could
not give his approval to recommendations of
this report. It was proposed that the number
of French translators be reduced. Any one
who was familiar with the duties which de-
volved upon these gentlemen must be aware
that their number was not too great. It was
all very well for members to speak of econo-
my; but if they were in earnest it would be
still better for them to show an example. If
salaries were to be reduced, let the reduction
embrace the indemnity of members them-
selves. (Hear, hear).

Mr. Bodwell said the Speaker, in stating
that the business of this House was greater
than that of the old Legislative Assembly of
Canada, had gone against the view which had
been generally presented in the discussion on
Confederation, that the business of the gene-
ral Parliament and its expenditure would be
less than those of the Provincial Parliament.
In taking this ground, the Speaker had failed
to inform the comnittee that the present was
an exceptional session, and that the amount
of legislation was very much greater than
could be expected in ordinary sessions. The
Speaker had spoken very pathetically of the
hardships that would result to employees of
the House by the reduction of their salaries,
and of the suffering that would be caused to
messengers by cutting them down to $600.
But he had shown no sympathy for the poor
man in the backwoods of equal abilities,
intelligence, and attainments with these men
who were working for 75 cents and $1 a day,
and paying 20 per cent on the articles he
consumed in order to keep up this extrava-
gance at Ottawa.

Mr. Casault, after the calm and very strik-
ing statement by the Speaker, that he had
carried retrenchment as far as was consistent

[Mr. Speaker, the Hon. James Cockburn (Northumberland West)]
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with the efficiency of the public service, and
that he would not with a smaller staff be
responsible for the work being properly per-
formed, thought the House should pause
before adopting the report. He moved an
amendment, to leave it to the Speaker to
discharge such of the permanent officers as he
might find convenient, and to provide that to
those who were discharged a compensation
should be granted, much as the Speaker had
resolved upon with regard to the officers of
that body, of one year's salary to those who
had served under twenty years, and two
years' salary to those who had served for a
longer period.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau supported the amend-
ment.

Mr. Masson (Soulanges) said he had been
surprised to hear so many members to-day
speak against economy. During the last elec-
tion every speech he had read, every address
issued by honourable members in all parts of
the Dominion, preached economy; but to-day
there was quite a different doctrine. In On-
tario, economy had been well carried out by
the member for Cornwall. That honourable
gentleman, by the course he had taken, had
earned the approbation of the great mass of
the people throughout the Dominion. That
honourable gentleman got the public work
done by gentlemen receiving $1,000 or $1,200
a year, just as efficiently as similar service
was done in Quebec for $2,000 or $2,400 a
year. He regretted that the Premier of Que-
bec, instead of adopting a policy similar to
that carried out in Ontario, had introduced a
system of extravagance which must inevita-
bly result in direct taxation. He thoroughly
approved of the report of the Committee, and
hoped retrenchment would also be carried
through the public departments.

Mr. Casault said in the first part of this
session, certain gentlemen went about with a
round robin to have the pay of members
augmented; and if he was not greatly mistak-
en, the member for Soulanges was one of
them. The honourable gentleman had become
a strong advocate of retrenchment. He ex-
pected to find him before the session was
through introducing an amendment to the
Bill which gave members about $15 a day for
their services.

Mr. Masson denied that he had gone about
with the round robin referred to, and defied
the honourable gentleman to prove it.

Mr. Scaicherd said he could not understand
by what process of reasoning the Speaker had
arrived at the conclusion that the work of
this Parliament was greater than that of the
old Parliament of Canada. He (Mr. Scatcherd)
did not believe it was greater than that of the
Parliament of Ontario, and yet there the
work was done by eight clerks, simply be-
cause the Premier set down his foot and
declared he would not agree to any extrava-
gance. Here there must be at least fifty-six
clerks. The officers of the late Province of
Canada, he thought, should not, as a matter
of course, have been saddled on the Parlia-
ment of this Dominion. The gentlemen from
the Lower Provinces had good cause to com-
plain that they found all the offices here filled
with Canadians. They took good care, how-
ever, not to go to the Ontario Parliament for
employment. He was only surprised that
many of them had not gone to Quebec where
such liberal views prevailed, as had been
expressed by the Premier of the Quebec
Government and the Speaker of the Quebec
House.

Hon. J. Sandfield Macdonald said he was
astonished that Ministers should sit quietly
and allow the debate to take the turn it had
without attempting to give tone to it, or
telling the House what they proposed to do.
For his own part, he was prepared to support
the report, without saying whether he was
dissatisfied at the Committee not having gone
further. He was afraid, however, the report
would have the same fate as had befallen
every similar report for the last twenty-five
years, and as would befail every such report
in the future, unless the Government them-
selves took the matter in hand. If there was
one thing more than another which had
reconciled him to Confederation, it was that
the people of Upper Canada got, under it, the
control of their own affairs, and of their own
expenditures; and what was the result? Why
their Legislature got along with five perma-
nent clerks, a house-keeper and a messenger;
and at the present time these officers did not
know what to do with themselves. The other
day, the clerks ashamed of having nothing to
do, asked to be employed in the departments.
A similar cheap system could be introduced
here if the Government would only take upon
themselves the responsibility. He believed, as
regarded this House, he had as much experi-
ence as the honourable member for West
Northumberland (Mr. Cockburn) who, coming
down with all the weight which his position
was fitted to give him, declared that the
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present staff of clerks could not with priority
be reduced. He (Mr. Sandfield Macdonald) had
also filled that Chair, and was prepared to
take issue with its present occupant and to
say that the work of this House might be
performed by half the present number of
employees. When he took office in 1862, he
found in the Militia Department ten or
twelve excellent clerks who were not re-
quired. In one day, he walked them all out
and though the business of the department
increased three fold from the time he took
hold of it till he went out, not one man was
put in the place of those who were dismissed;
and yet the work was well done. He went on
to narrate the results of the inquiry instituted
to ascertain the state of the Customs De-
partment throughout the country, and stated
that there were some 60 or 70 whose only
functions under the previous regime had been
to draw their salaries. He repeated that there
would be no efficient retrenchment either in
the departments or in the House, unless the
Government assumed the responsibility. It
was now in their power to carry out a system
of retrenchment, and to initiate it by adopt-
ing this report; and if the report failed, he
desired to fasten on them the responsibility of
its failure. The country, he believed, would
hold them responsible. If the report failed,
the cause of Confederation would receive a
sad blow. As to the sister Province, he had
nothing to say. The gentlemen who adminis-
tered its Government must judge how they
could best discharge their duties to their
constituents; but he did think they must have
a preclous large income to justify their pro-
ceedings when he and his colleagues in Upper
Canada found retrenchment to be so neces-
sary that they intended to carry it still fur-
ther than they had hitherto done.

Hon. Mr. Smith asked what justice was there
in saddling the people of the Maritime Prov-
inces with pensions for employees of the old
Province of Canada, as was proposed to the
amendment. It might be a painful duty to
discharge any of these employees, but in a
matter of this sort the public interest should
be paramount to personal sympathies. He was
satisfied that the staff of officers was too
large. It had been said that the clerks were
now fully occupied, but this was an excep-
tional business. In future sessions, there
would not be anything like the same amount
of business. Retrenchment should also be car-
ried out in the departments, not only at the
seat of Government, but throughout the Do-
minion. In the Lower Provinces the railway

[Mr. J. S. Macdonald (Cornwall).]

employees, and those in the Post Office and
Customs Departments had been increased in
number, and their salaries raised on the eve
of Confederation. A career of extravagance
had been entered on with Confederation, and
it was time that a check should be put upon
it.

Hon. Mr. Hun±ing±on expressed himself
strongly in favour of economy and retrench-
ment, but thought that injustice should not be
done to old servants of the public. What he
particularly objected to was the reduction of
12à per cent from all salaries. Were this
reduction carried out, it was certain that a
number of valuable offleers would be under-
paid. He would suggest to the Chairman of
the Contingencies Committee a modification
of the report by striking out the 7th clause
proposing the reduction of salaries over $800
by 12½ per cent. If this were agreed to, he
believed the rest of the report would be
allowed to pass.

Mr. Scatcherd expressed his surprise that
the member for Shefford, who had been a
member of a Liberal Administration, should
have made such a proposition, which was
altogether in favour of the rich and well paid
officers, while the honourable gentleman had
no sympathies for the poor. He would not
allow 124 per cent to be taken from the
large salaries, but he had no objection to the
poor messengers being cut down from eight
hundred to six hundred dollars, which was a
reduction of more than 12j per cent. He
hoped the Chairman would not agree to any
such proposition. If he did, he might as well
withdraw the whole report at once.

Mr. Gibbs hoped the Chairman would ac-
cept the very reasonable proposition of the
member for Shefford. He would strike out the
7th clause, and allow the Committee to deal
with each case on its own merits. He was as
much desirous of retrenchment as any mei-
ber could be. The feeling of the country was
against extravagance and responded most
heartily to the admirable sentiments uttered
by the member for York at the beginning of
the session, in moving the address in reply to
the speech from the throne; but he hoped
retrenchment would not stop here. Let it be
appointed to all. He believed a very cursory
examination of the public accounts would
show opportunities for retrenchment to an
amount compared with which the reduction
which had been proposed to-night were ex-
ceedingly trivial.
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Mr. Dufresne said he would give all his
support to change the old order of things for
a better one. He believed the present officers
of the House to be efficient but they were
decidedly too numerous. He for one could
cordially support the report, believing it to be
an expression on the Government's desire for
retrenchment, every employee of the House
came at once, on his appointment, to consider
himself a pensioner of the country, and hence
honourable gentlemen were pursued by
scores of office-seekers. He had never coun-
tenanced these men and never intended to do
so, and now that there was an opportunity of
immediate retrenchment, he was glad to see
the Government making a vigorous move in
this direction. Unnquestionably, if a reduction
of this expense was not arrived at, the Prov-
inces would drift into legislative union. For
his part he trusted the Government would
continue in this good work as they had
begun.

Mr. Mackenzie thought it absolutely neces-
sary to maintain the standing committee on
contingencies in the matter. However, honour-
able gentlemen might differ as to remunerat-
ing the services of certain of the officers,
something must be conceded to the committee
presided over by the able Provincial Secre-
tary. That committee had laboured to pro-
duce an efficient report on the administration
of the House, and if the honourable gentle-
men did not approve of every part of their
reports, still he thought they were bound to
accept the report and sustain the committee
in endeavouring to bring the new system to
perfection. He trusted a great deal to the
sense of the House to remedy any error that
might unintentionally be made by the com-
nittee in preparing their report and regard-

ing what had been said by an honourable
gentleman about the Premier of Ontario, he
(Mr. Mackenzie) did not understand the
inember for Cornwall to object to the report;
though that honourable gentleman did not
quite agree with some of the report, he would
not be found voting against it. There were
undoubtedly officers connected with the
House who would do credit to any place or
profession, and with some of them he sympa-
thized; but for all that, the salaries were
pretty large and liberal, and though the
House might not agree in every part of the
report, he thought this a case in which they
ought ta agree with the committee, and for
his part he did so with his whole heart,
believing that any mistakes they might make

could be easily remedied by the House. But
as sure as this report was lost, so sure would
they be compelled to maintain every extrava-
gance connected with the former Parliament
of Canada. (Hear). The amendment to the
Bill, if carried, would perpetuate a gross
injustice. What right had that Parliament to
impose pensions on all the Provinces? Be-
sides, there were some eight or ten clerks
who had not yet performed three months'
service, and one only two weeks, although he
had drawn his salary for the former period
by power of attorney. GLaughter.) These
clerks would receive a year's pension for
three months' service.

Mr. Casauli-Those discharged by the
Speaker.

Mr. Mackenzie could only say, if the report
was adopted, he hoped the Speaker would not
perpetrate the gross injustice of retaining the
newest clerks and discharging the oldest ones.
In conclusion, the honourable gentleman
strongly urged the adoption of the report.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau defended the economic
administration of Quebec from the imputa-
tions with which it had been assailed, and
stated that it was not large payments of
salaries that would bring any of the Prov-
inces into a deficit, but rather large undertak-
ings under the name of public works, but
really taken up to forward private interests.
It was this that had brought Ontario into
debt, and its absence that left to Quebec a
surplus. He said that it was a shabby thing to
propose a lower rate of pay to the officials of
the great Dominion, which had been so loudly
extolled, than they had previously received
from the old Province of Canada. It was
absurd to argue upon mere abstract princi-
ples devoid of human consideration, which
only went to prove as usual that the summum
jus was the summa injuria. He thought that if
the Dominion was too poor to pay the normal
salaries, they ought at least to postpone the
reductions until each should fall upon a new
incumbent. There were here a number of gen-
tlemen proposed to be thrown overboard-so
many Jonahs to appease a supposed popular
prejudice-and he contended that the odium
of their selection should not have been im-
posed on the Speaker. The good feeling which
everywhere prevailed in Quebec was ample
compensation for the care of his Adminis-
tration for the interests of people of both
races, and the employment of a sufficient
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number of clerks, at salaries which had been
unanimously voted, to attend to with proper
care to the double business.

Dr. Parker said he was very glad to hear
they had a model Government in Ontario,
and that employees there had now nothing to
do; but that was readily accounted for, as all
the members of that Government were away
from their places-three being present in the
House that night. (Laughter). He was pre-
pared to support the dismissal of all unneces-
sary employees in that House, but the Com-
mittee had gone wrongly to work. There was
no principle to their proposition. The great
fault in this country seemed to him that the
employees of Parliament all commenced at
too high a figure, whereas some of the old
employees really received too little remunera-
tion. As to retrenchment, the idea was a good
one, but what was the paltry retrenchment
proposed in this little matter? He could not
vote for such a report.

Hon. Mr. Tilley said that though he did not
fully agree with the report, yet he would
support it as a step in the right direction, and
he hoped every honourable gentleman in the
House desirous of seeing economy introduced
would do likewise. As to the statement that
by adopting the report, men who had been 20
and 30 years in the employ of that legislature
would be thrown on the cold charity of the
world, that was not the case, these men had
not been that length of time in the service of
the Dominion. (Hear, hear). And the Do-
minion was under no obligation whatever to
employ them. (Hear). There could be no
doubt that they had more employees than
they required; and that being the case, they
had, of course, to dispense with their services
and save the money. He was astonished to
hear the honourable member for Centre
Wellington, who would be supposed to have
been one of the foremost to have supported
retrenchment speak against it. (Hear, hear).
He (Mr. Tilley) hoped the report would be
sustained.

Mr. T. R. Ferguson did not believe that
any honourable gentleman voting against this
commencement of retrenchment would, when
he went back to his constituents, be greatly
thanked for the manner in which all the talk
about economy had been followed up by him.
The arguments against reduction of salaries
which they had heard that night, had long
been sufficient to maintain them in the old
Province at their extravagant standard, but
there had at last come a fair opportunity for

[Mr. Chauveau (Quebec Country).]

retrenchment, and it would not do to let it go
by. The removal of private business to the
Local Legislatures had greatly diminished the
duties of that Chamber, and the economy
observed at Toronto was a fair example for
them to follow, and he trusted that the
Government would support the committee
with all their influence.

Mr. Chamberlin considered the objections
to comment upon the report or support of the
amendment as being most unfair. He could
not conceive the object of going into Com-
mittee of the Whole, except to give an oppor-
tunity for such emendations. He had every
confidence in the Committee, but still more so
in the Speaker, who should have some au-
thority left in his hands, as being better
acquainted with the qualifications of his em-
ployees than, as the Committee themselves
confessed, any of that body. It was most
improper to speak of a small gratuity to an
officer, summarily dismissed, as a pension. It
had been made a kind of technical objection
against the just acknowledgment of the
claims of the public servants, that they had
not been employed under the Dominion Leg-
islature, but they had spent long years in
the service of the people of the country, from
whom they could scarcely have expected
ingratitude.

Hon. Mr. Smith contended that the em-
ployees of the old Province could have no
claim upon Nova Scotia or New Brunswick,
and with regard to the necessity for such a
staff, as the present, considered that the first
session of the Confederate Parliament had
brought an exceptional amount of labour.

Hon. Mr. Huntingion defended himself
from the imputation of having sneered at the
labours of the Committee, to whom he gave
all credit for candid and earnest enquiry. He
admitted that the employees of the old Leg-
islative Assembly had no legal claim on the
new House of Commons, but they had un-
doubtedly worked in the service of the coun-
try, and, where they had to deal with them at
all, they should deal liberally. His main ob-
jection to the proposed reduction was that it
indiscriminately affected everybody, de-
servedly or undeservedly, and he entirely
disputed the justice or expediency of curtail-
ing the well merited salaries of their most
efficient officers. After going on to speak in
high terms of the merits of the Clerk and
the Sergeant-at-Arms, he pointed out that
they had been appointed by the Government
before the meeting of Parliament, and so far
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possessed that vested right which had been
denied them. He hoped that the Chairman of
the Committee would assent to strike out the
seventh clause, (the 121 per cent. reduction)
and so render the report more likely to meet
with consent from all sides.

Mr. Scatcherd again spoke in support of
the report.

Mr. Gibbs hoped that the Chairman would
consent to the very moderate proposal of the
member for Shefford, and so obviate the
necessity of dividing the House. He had been
an advocate for Confederation mainly be-
cause he hoped that it would inaugurate a
system of economy, and he had listened with
pleasure to the sentiments on this point ut-
tered by the honourable member for York in
moving the address at the commencement of
the Session. But he had been astonished to
find the same gentleman sometime later ob-
jecting to the amount of indemnity and mile-
age proposed to be granted to members, and
reflecting on the parsimony of the House
because they had declined to double the
amount the Governnent proposed. It was very
much the same thing upon this subject, where
a whole day had been taken up in debating
what was after all a trifling matter, (hear,
hear) while their own interests were left
untouched and large sums voted away silently
day after day.

Mr. Gaudet (in French) supported the re-
port amid some applause.

Mr. Savary could not understand how it
was to be insisted on that the report should
either be adopted or rejected in its integrity.
He could not consent to the indiscriminating
reduction of a fixed percentage without con-
sideration of circumstances or merits. He en-
dorsed the position of the Minister of Cus-
toms who denied any legal and moral claims
upon the House by the servants of the old
House of Assembly, and would therefore, so
far as the reduction of the number of officials
went, sustain the report which did not go to
tell any of these that they had been dis-
missed, but simply that they were not to be
retained under the new authority.

Hon. Mr. Langevin declined to adopt the
suggestion of modification, stating that as
Chairman of the Committee he was bound to
move, and would move for the concurrence in
all its recommendations.

The amendment was then declared lost,
and the resolution put and agreed to.

Resolutions two to six were then carried
without dissent.

Upon the 7th resolution being put
Dr. Parker and Mr. Sproa having reiterat-

ed some of the previously urged arguments in
opposition,

Mr. Colby declined to submit implicitly to
the judgment of the Committee regarding the
qualification of gentlemen with whom he
himself was equally well acquainted. There
were but four gentlemen receiving a higher
salary than $2,000 and all these gentlemen
he had been accustomed always to hear men-
tioned as having been able in times of diffi-
culty to give valuable information and assist-
ance to the leaders of the Government or the
Opposition. They were gentlemen of high
social position and attainments, who were
qualified to be a credit to any country. He
could not conscientiously vote for any reduc-
tion of the salaries of any of these four
gentlemen, nor consequently of any of those
of lower remuneration, and ridiculed the
principle of attempting to obtain efficient
public service by offering it to the lowest
tender.

Hon. Mr. Johnson (who spoke amid repeat-
ed and continuous interruption) having sup-
ported the resolution,

Hon. Mr. Huntingion desired to ask the
Minister for Justice whether anything had
happened to change his high estimate of one
gentleman affected by this resolution to
whom he had, in 1865, moved an additional
remuneration in compliment to the value of
his services. He (Mr. Huntington) added that
he would not have so far that night tres-
passed upon the time of the Committee, had
he known that the Government was deter-
mined to carry through the report verbatim.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said that nothing had
happened to alter the opinion he had always
entertained of the Librarian, who had lately
even won increased public approbation. He
would take the opportunity of disclaiming
Government responsibility in this matter of
House appointments which had always been
regarded jealously by the House.

After some remarks from Hon. J. S.
Macdonald in reply,

Mr. Mills (who rose amid loud cries of Mr. McDonald (Antigonish) doubted wheth-
question) supported the report. er the adoption of the report, being essentially
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a money vote, could be entertained except
when introduced by message. He would sub-
mit the point to the Speaker when he took
the Chair.

Sir J. A. Macdonald explained that the
estimates had already provided for a larger
expenditure than any draw proposed.

The resolution was then put and carried on
a division of 92 to 37.

Resolutions 8 to 17 were then agreed to.
On the 18th resolution providing for the

increase of the Assistant Head Messenger's
salary from $900 to $1,000.

Mr. Mackenzie moved that the resolution
be struck out, being unable to understand the
principle on which the salaries of able, and
talented, and educated gentlemen were to be
reduced, and that of any messenger increased
from what had been a very high rate before.

Mr. Gibbs asked an explanation from some
member of the Committee. The only one that
suggested itself to him was a desire to place
Mr. McCarthy on an equal footing with the
Speaker of the House at Toronto. (Loud
laughter.)

[Mr. McDonald (Antigonish).]

Mr. Ferguson said that Mr. McCarthy had
been thought deserving of a salary more
nearly approaching that of the Head Mes-
senger than he had been receiving, and
thought that $100 was hardly worth while
making such a fuss about.

Sir John A. Macdonald said that objection
did not apply, because there was no increase
of burdens on the people by this report. The
changes were all reductions. Moreover, the
Governor-General, by message, had recom-
mended these appropriations in the estimates.
Thirdly, the clause referred to had never
been held to apply to the contingencies of the
House.

Mr. McDonald (Antigonish) contended that
the salaries fixed in the report were not
reductions, but were all new salaries, created
now for the flrst time.

The Speaker decided against the point of
order.

The report was then adopted, and the
House adjourned at one o'clock.
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Tuesday, April 21, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at three
o'clock.

FIXING SALARIES

Sir J. A. Macdonald moved that the House
will to-morrow resolve itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider resolutions respect-
ing the salaries of the Deputy of the Minister
of Militia and Defence, and others. Carried.

IMPORTATION OF TOBACCO

Sir J. A. Macdonald moved that the House
will to-morrow resolve itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider resolutions respect-
ing the importation of tobacco. Carried.

FURTHER ESTIMATES

Hon Mr. Rose brought down a message
from the Governor-General, transmitting to
the House of Commons further estimates of
the sums required for the service of the
Dominion for the year ending 30th June,
1868, as follows:-Legislation, $13,500, being
additional; on account of printing, $10,000;
do. mileage to members, $1,500; do. expenses
of committees, $20,000; Militia, additional on
account of clothing, $15,000; public works,
$42,500, being additional, (on account of St.
Peter's Canal, N.S., $17,500; construction and
repairs of lighthouses, Nova Scotia, $25,000.)

ON FISHERIES

Mr. Fortin presented the second report of
the Select Committee on Fisheries and
Navigation, as follows:-Your Committee
having taken into consideration the subject of
licensing of foreign vessels engaged in the
Gulf and sea fisheries, are of opinion that a
tonnage fee of four dollars per ton should be
imposed on American vessels fishing in
Canadian waters, and such fees on small
vessels or boats engaged in the coast fisheries
as will be proportioned to the tonnage fee on
the large vessels; also that a sufficient force
should be employed to enforce the due pay-
ment of such fees or prevent non-licensed
vessels in those waters, and that provision
should be made for the distribution of the

money derived from such tonnage due by a
system of bounties or otherwise for the ben-
efit of the fishing interest. Your Committee
would respectfully urge upon the Govern-
ment of the Dominion the expediency of
endeavouring to secure concerted action with
the Government of Prince Edward Island in
the importation of the tonnage fees on
American vessels, and the protection of the
fisheries in the Gulf of St. Lawrence.

C. B. AND K.C.B.

Hon. Mr. Holton enquired if the Ministry
were to bring down further correspondence
as to the dignities conferred on members of
this House, in addition to the papers already
brought down.

Hon. Mr. Langevin read the following an-
swer:-

I am authorized to state that the Governor-
General acting as an Executive officer of the
Imperial Government, reserves to himself the right
of withholding from Parliament any documents the
publication of which might in his judgment be
prejudicial to the public service. With respect to
communications from the Secretary of State for the
Colonies marked 'private' or 'confidential', it is not
competent for the Governor-General to give copies
of such correspondence to Parliament without the
express sanction of the Secretary of State. This
rule, of course, equally applies to letters written by
the Governor-General to third parties communicat-
ing confidentially to them, or referring to the
contents of 'private' or 'confidential' letters from
the Secretary of State, and te answers to such
letters recelved by the Governor-General.

Hon. Mr. Holton asked if the Secretary of
State would place on the table the communi-
cation just read that it might be entered on
the minutes.

Hon. Mr. Langevin said the statement he
had just made was of the nature of an
ordinary answer to a question by a member
and must take the ordinary course. That is, it
would be published in the newspapers.

Hon. Mr. Holton said it was of a much
mure formal nature than the answers usually
given to question put across the House. The
answer was read from a manuscript, and
began with the grave official formula-"I am
authorized." Authorized by whom? Of course,
by the Governor-General. It was of the na-
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ture of a communication from the Head of
the Government to the House, and as such
should be entered in the minutes.

Sir John A. Macdonald said there could be
no objection to the House being put in
possession of the answer in some form or
other. His honourable friend, however, did
not see his way clear at this moment to agree
to the suggestion of the member for
Chateauguay as to the particular way in
which the House should be put in possession
of it.

HON. MR. CARTIER, A BARONET

Sir John A. Macdonald-Apropos of this
matter as it related to K.C.B.'s, C.B.'s, and
other things of that kind, he (Sir John) had to
make an announcement which would be re-
ceived with gratification by every member of
this House, namely, that Her Majesty had
been graciously pleased to announce her
desire and intention to confer on his honoura-
ble friend the Minister of Militia, the rank
and dignity of baronet of the United King-
dom. (Cheers). He would further state, and he
was sure the House would receive this an-
nouncement also with satisfaction, that Her
Majesty had been graciously pleased to ap-
point his honourable friend the Secretary of
State, a Companion of the Bath.

Hon. Mr. Holion said be must sincerely
congratulate the Minister of Militia on this
distinguished and well deserved mark of fa-
vour from our Most Gracious Sovereign.
(Cheers). Returning to the question before the
House, he again contended that the communi-
cation from His Excellency should be entered
in the minutes, with a view to ulterior ac-
tion; for he took it for granted that the very
grave remonstrances addressed to Her
Majesty's Imperial Government, could not be
allowed by this House to pass unnoticed. He
hoped the Government would be prepared on
an early day to say what action, if any, they
intended to ask the House to take on these
papers. He looked to the Government as the
responsible leaders of the House, to take the
action which the circumstances seem to call
for.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau congratulated the
Minister of Militia on the dignity about to be
conferred on him. At the same time, he must
express the wish that whatever difficulty
might now be in the way, the honourable
gentleman who had so long represented the
English element of Lower Canada in the
Government, and had been so long at the

[Mr. Holton (Chateauguay).]

head of the Finance Department would also
have some honour conferred on him. In say-
ing so he was sure he expressed the feelings
of all his countrymen of French origin.

Mr. Mackenzie hoped the new baronet
would also accept his (Mr. Mackenzie's) con-
gratulations on his newly acquired dignity.
He had not the good fortune to agree with
him in his public course generally, but if any
man by hard work and devotion to the inter-
ests of his country had ever earned such a
dignity it was the Minister of Militia, and he
had no doubt his fellow countrymen, general-
ly, east and west, would join in congratulat-
ing him on the acquisition of what in the
estimation of all men was an honour highly
to be desired. At the same time, he must join
the Premier of Quebec in remarking that the
present and the ex-Minister of Finance had
been left alone untitled. He said he would
like to condole with both Ministers, but did
not see his way clear to doing so as to the
ex-Minister, as that honourable gentleman
had refused the dignity.

Hon. Mr. Rose remarked that his honoura-
ble friend's condolence, so far as he (Mr.
Rose) was concerned, was entirely thrown
away. If there was any member of this House
who more than another unqualifiedly rejoiced
at the elevation of the Minister of Militia, he
(Mr. Rose) claimed to be that member. He
had known his honourable friend for more
than 20 years, at the Bar, as a politician, and
as a personal friend, and no one could con-
gratulate him more sincerely than he did. He
would say also that he believed there was not
an Englishman, Scotchman or Irishman in
Lower Canada who would not rejoice that
this dignity had been conferred on the
Minister of Militia as heartily as did his own
countrymen.

Dr. Parker also offered his congratulations,
and said he was sure that the announcement
would be well received in the Province of
Ontario. He was pleased that this act of
justice had been done, although done some-
what tardily. Reverting to the question for-
merly before the House, he said that the
memorandum which had been read raised
some very important questions. One point
was that His Excellency reserved to himself
the right of withholding from this House a
certain class of communications. It was a
matter of importance whether, under our
system of Colonial Government, the represen-
tative of the Crown was to have a power
above his advisers, and might refuse to sub-
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mit to Parliament documents which his
Ministers by their action in this House had
said to Parliament would be laid before them.

Mr. Masson (Soulanges) briefly tendered to
the Minister of Militia his congratulations on
his receiving the dignity now conferred on
him.

The matter then dropped.

Dr. TUPPER IN ENGLAND

Hon. Mr. Dorion asked if Government had
any information to lay before the House with
regard to Dr. Tupper's proceedings since his
arrival in England.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said the Government
had no information on the subject.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

Sir J. A. Macdonald, in Committee on this
Bill, stated that after mature reflection he
had decided on retaining on Bill the longer
form of Oath of Allegiance, instead of the
short form, given in the Union Act, that
shorter form was merely a formal renewal of
Oath of Allegiance. The longer form was
more suitable for administering to those who
took the oath for the first time, as it defined
more fully what the allegiance sworn to was.

The Bill was read a third time and passed.

CURRENCY BILL

On motion of Hon. Mr. Rose the Bill re-
specting the Currency was read a second
time, and referred to Committee of the Whole
to-morrow.

PRIVILEGES OF PARLIAMENT

On motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald the Bill
to define the Privileges of Parliament was
read a second time, considered in Committee
of the Whole, and ordered for a third reading
to-morrow.

CONTINGENCIES

Hon. Mr. Rose moved the Bill respecting
Contingencies of Departments to be read a
second time, and referred to a Committee of
the Whole to-morrow.

Mr. Young said the Minister of Finance was
entitled to every credit for introducing a Bill
of this kind. He thought it would be a great
improvement on the existing system. He
hoped, however, a clause would be introduced
requiring the printing of the public depart-
ments to be given out by tender.
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Mr. Mackenzie said when the Bill was
introduced he had asked the Minister of Fi-
nance whether he intended to apply the provi-
sions of the Act to the printing of the depart-
ments, and the honourable gentleman said he
would consider the matter and announce his
intention at the second reading. The printing
was a very large item. There were appro-
priated this year for contingencies of depart-
ments, $187,000 in all. Probably one-sixth of
this sum would be expended on printing. He
hoped a clause would be inserted in the Bill
giving the Auditors control over the printing.
In past times there had been a great abuse in
this matter. Extraordinary accounts for print-
ing had been rendered to the departments
and had been paid by the departments with-
out any supervision by the Directors. If
these accounts were submitted to the auditors
of the Dominion, they would be much more
likely to be moderate and proper.

Hon. Mr. Rose said the 13th clause of the
Bill required each deputy head to furnish to
the Finance Department an estimate of the
probable quantity of stationery, etc., which
would be necessary, and of the probable
amount of printing and binding.

Mr. Mackenzie-That does not meet the
case at all.

Hon. Mr. Rose said the service must be
ordered before its performance by the deputy
head, and that the Clerk of Contingencies
was required to certify that the price asked
for the service performed was reasonable. If
he was in doubt he referred it to the Auditor,
and if the Auditor was in doubt he referred it
to the Board of Audit.

Mr. Mackenzie did not think this was suffi-
cient. He would probably be able to show
when the House was again in Committee of
Supply, that officers of departments were in
the habit of certifying things to be reasonable
which were most unreasonable. He wanted
these accounts to pass, as a matter of course,
under the supervision of the Auditor, who
was the only officer that could be properly
responsible for their correctness. The auditors
in matters with which they were not prac-
tically acquainted, were in the habit of re-
ceiving such information from practical men
as would enable them to decide on the merits
of any account. The clerk of Contingencies
had no authority to do so, and if he attempt-
ed anything of the kind it would be considered
an inquisitorial act, to be resented by the
parties.presenting the accounts. In the case of
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the auditor whose duty it was to see that all
the accounts were of such a nature as ought
to be paid, no such difficulty could arise.

Mr. D. A. McDonald hoped the Government
would purchase all the stationery required
for the Departments, and not, as at present,
allow each Department to purchase piece-
meal. In looking at the public accounts for one
year he found the expenditure for pens alone
set down at $1,400.

Hon. Mr. Rose said the Government would
purchase the stationery.

Mr. Young said that most extraordinary
items creeped into the accounts at times. One
employer, for instance, was paid a sum to
replace his bat, which he had lost. (Laughter.)
He (Mr. Young) advocated fixing a scale of
prices in printing, and thought many other
improvements might be made.

The Bill was read a second time and or-
dered to be referred to Committee of the
Whole to-morrow.

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

The House went into Committee on the
Geological Survey resolutions, Mr. Morris in
the Chair.

Dr. Parker disapproved of the way in which
this vote was taken. It should be done by an
annual grant, and not by voting a sum en
bloc for the service to extend over a number
of years. He did not quarrel with the amount,
but the mode in which it was obtained. How
long would this survey take to complete it?
There was one thing to which it would be
well to draw attention, and that was that
certain parties managed through someone of
the geological staff or other to obtain impor-
tant information in advance regarding the
mineral wealth of the country.

Hon. Mr. Rose could not answer the ques-
tion of the honourable member for Centre
Wellington. As to the course of the Govern-
ment, it was he (Mr. Rose) conceived, the best
under the circumstances, and would tend to
further the objects of the survey.

Mr. Mackenzie said he gave no vote more
cheerfully than his vote in favour of the
amount necessary to conduct this important
survey.

Hon. Mr. Rose, in reply to the member for
Centre Wellington, said that on the geological
staff, as elsewhere, there might have been
found some who abused their trust, but the
head of that department was not the man to
countenance such a course for a moment.

[Mr. Mackenzie (Lambton).]

Mr. Bodwefl spoke at length on the impor-
tance of these surveys.

Mr. Mackenzie did not understand the
member for Centre Wellington to make any
allusion to the head of the department, but
merely to complain that secrets had leaked
out.

Dr. Grant spoke favourably of the survey.
The Committee rose and reported the reso-

lutions on the question of concurrence.

Hon. Mr. Holton maintained it was not
competent for the Speaker to put the ques-
tion of advancing a money measure a second
stage in the same day.

The report was ordered to be received
to-morrow.

The House rose at six o'clock.

After recess,

Hon. Mr. Cartier moved the second reading
of the Bill respecting militia and defence of
the Dominion of Canada. The honourable
gentleman in accordance with his promise
addressed the House in French in explanation
of his measure, and subsequently spoke in
English, while detailing the expense to be
incurred under it, and the sum which he
proposed to expend on fortifications. For that
purpose, he proposed to borrow annually for
five years, under the Imperial guarantees, at
four per cent and one per cent sinking fund,
the sum of 220,000 pounds sterling, and the
annual charge on the amount would be-1st
year, $53,533; 2nd year, $107,066; 3rd year,
$160,601; 4th year $214,133; 5th year, $267,666,
and thence forward at the latter annual
rate for about 30 years. By this measure
which he brought down, he would satisfy the
House that the ordinary expenditure to main-
tain the Militia force efficient, would be only
$900,000-say $1,000,000-then, with the high-
est expenditure on fortifications it would only
amount to $1,267,000; whereas during the last
4 years there had been spent on an average
something like $500,000 a year. Under the
new system they would have fortifications
and better Military organization at a cost of
at the most $1,257,000 a year, and the cost
would not even reach that amount during the
first four years. After the 5th year the an-
nual rate would remain the same for 28 or 32
years, according as the sinking fund was
invested, at 5 or 6 per cent; then the charge
would diminish as the sinking fund increased.
The annual payment would diminish for five
years in the reverse order in which it in-
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creased during the first five years, so that the
entire debt would be extinguished in 384
or 42 years just as the sinking fund was
invested at 5 or 6 per cent.
In a few days he might bring before the

House a resolution to appropriate the neces-
sary amount under the Imperial guarantee.
With regard to the expenditure of $1,000,000,
he would explain that the sum of $190,000 or
$200,000 would be spent in New Brunswick;
$420,000 in Montreal; and the remainder in
Upper Canada, between Kingston, Toronto,
Hamilton, and Paris or London. With these
remarks he moved the second reading of the
Bill.

Hon. Mr. Gray said it appeared to him that
the whole thing resolved itself into two single
propositions. First, was the burden proposed
to be entailed by the Bill what the country
could or ought to bear; and, secondly, was the
Bill so drawn as to make the burden bear as
lightly as possible on the people. For every
man, woman and child in England there was
an expenditure of $4.80 per head last year,
and this year it would be still more, on
account of the Abyssinian expedition. In 1864,
in the United States, the cost of the army and
navy was 193,000,320 pounds or 9 pounds five
shillings per head. During 1866, the tax per
head was $16.80. The following year the tax
per head was $19.70; this amount was merely
for the regular army, in fact the expense in
the Dominion for these purposes was far less
than similar expenses in any country which
he could name. Taking simply the organiza-
tion of the militia, as proposed by the Bill,
they found that the estimated expense per
head of the population was but $2.50, and this
was less than the expenditure in any other in
the world, with which they could be at all
compared. But the measure was objectionable
in some respects; he objected to the follow-
ing items in the Bill:-In the 36th clause a
power was provided that the Commander-
in-Chief might appoint any officer of the
regular force, whatever his rank and put him
over the colonel of militia. The officer in
command of Her Majesty's army was not
responsible to the people and should not
certainly make such appointment. Another
objection had reference to the calling out of
the men, and the stipulation with regard to
pay, in which it was provided that the pri-
vates were to get a certain sum and the
officers no more. Now it was absolutely essen-
tial that there should be a distinction between
the officers and privates. He would say either
pay the officers more or do not pay them at
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all. The Bill, with these exceptions, was al-
together such as should commend itself to the
House and country. The pecuniary burden
per capita which it entailed, was but 25 cents
per head; and the term of service but two or
three weeks in a couple of years.

Mr. Masson (Terrebonne) said he had been
favourably disappointed by the Bill of the
Minister of Militia. The idea had gone abroad
that the Minister of Militia had the same
ideas as in '62, and that we were to have a
standing army. He was glad this had turned
out to be incorrect, and 'that, instead of
having a general conscription, the conscrip-
tion was to be limited to 40,000 men. He was
glad, also, that ideas had changed in England
with regard to the force we ought to main-
tain. A few years ago, the Imperial Gov-
ernment insisted that the late Province of
Canada should have an enibodied force of
50,000 men. Now they were not so exacting,
for we must presume that the Minister of
Militia, before presenting this Bill, had sat-
isfied himself of the assent of the Imperial
Government to its principal provision. He
approved of the provisions of the Bill with
reference to filling up the ranks of the active
service companies. He believed it might be
assumed that the volunteer principle would
not be sufficient to fill these companies, and
the principle of conscription be admitted,
he thought the provisions should be adopted
for carrying it out. Under another system he
believed there would be a sufficient number of
volunteers, if the sedentary Militia, compris-
ing all the unmarried men over 18, were
required to drill 6, 8 or 10 times a year. Then
the young men of the country, as they would
be required to give Militia service in any
case, would be more ready to volunteer, but
under the present system as to the sedentary
Militia a sufficient number of Volunteers
could not be expected. Quoting from a
French military authority, Mr. Masson pro-
ceeded to say that there were four essentials
to a good military organization: good
finances, good stores, special corps well
drilled and organized, and a good mode of
recruiting. As to the third point, he remarked
that special corps-those of artillery, etc.,
could not be made effective by 8 or even 16
drill days in a year. On the fourth point he
said he would have the whole 40,000 taken
from the unmarried men. If in case of need a
larger number were required, he would take
them from the same class; and if still more
were wanted, then he would take them from
the married men, up to the age of 45 years.
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From these two classes 200,000 men might be
put jnto the field. He would also require al
the service militia-that is the men from 18
to 45-to be called out for drill once a year as
formerly, that they might know their officers.

Mr. Cartwright said that before discussing
the Bill now under consideration, he wished
briefly to examine the position in which we
now found ourselves with respect to the de-
fence of the country, what the outlay had
been under the existing system, and what had
been the result. He found that in the six and
a half years from 1861 to the middle of the
present year our militia expenditure was
$60,565 and the net result of this expenditure
had been 205 available volunteers, to obtain
whom we had expended the gross sum of
$300 per head. The working of the existing
system he considered to be an exemplification
of the system of being penny wise and pound
foolish. The system, judged by the events of
1866, did not yield the results which should
be looked for from an efficient militia system.
Our credit in England had never recovered
the shock it received from the unqualified
rejection of the Militia Bill of 1862. The
indirect losses we had thus sustained had
been very serious. When we first took up this
question the people of England were willing
to have aided us in a liberal manner if we
had only shown our own willingness to bear
our share of the burden to a moderate extent.
The despatch for which the member for
Cornwall took so much credit and in which
he had the pleasure of snubbing the states-
men of England, had very materially altered
that feeling and had placed us in the position
of having to pay 7 or 8 per cent, for any
money we required to raise in England. As
regarded this Bill he did not mean to say that
there were not many valuable features in it;
but in one point he did take issue with the
Minister of Militia. He did not believe he could
given men lany respectable measure of effi-
ciency with the amount of training he proposed
to give them. He would urge on the Minister
of Militia to make some practical experiment
to ascertain what amount of training was
necessary to make men reasonably efficient,
or failing this, that he should issue a commis-
sion to skilled military men to inquire into
and report on the subject. For his own part
he had no faith in its being possible to make
an efficient force unless the men composing it
were drilled for several months continuously.
He would not insist on six months, but he
thought there should be three months drill at
least. An experienced commission in England
had reported that men could not be kept in a

[Mr. Masson (Terrebonne).J

reasonable state of efficiency with less than a
month's drill per annum, following a continu-
ous preliminary training of at least 60 days.
He did not think the people of Canada had
been fairly represented in this matter, and
did not believe there was in their minds any
aversion to such a period of service as this
House, after due deliberation, should say was
needful. Instead of attempting to drill a vast
number of men, he would drill the militia by
instalments of from 10,000 to 20,000 per an-
num, taken from the youngest unmarried
men from 18 to 21 or 18 to 25. This would
involve the subjecting of every single able
bodied man to undergo a military training of
three months. He would allow no exemption
whatever from the service, except for the two
causes of physical disability and the necessity
of maintaining helpless relatives. In a few
years, on this method, we would have a force
that would realize the boast of the Minister
of Militia the other evening, that he could
muster 700,000 men able and willing to de-
fend their country. He would allow the men
the same remuneration as the English Gov-
ernment allowed its soldiers, and on this
scale, the expense would not exceed a million
dollars per annum.

Mr. Bowell contended that with a proper
Bill the volunteer system could be main-
tained, and that for the expenditure proposed
by this Bill it could be maintained efficiently.
The provisions of this Bill, he thought, would
tend to destroy the volunteer force. The pro-
vision that volunteers should serve three years,
and the drafted men two years, was a prem-
ium to men to wait for the draft. He objected
to having a permanent salaried medical officer
in connection with the department. The
proposition to pay Volunteer officers 50 cents
a day for drill was an insult to them. To a
man who had spent his hundreds and thou-
sands of dollars in uniforming and keeping
his corps efficient such an offer was an insult
to his manhood and his loyalty. He thought if
the Military Schools were to be made efficient,
they should not be confined to two or three
cities, but should be changed from city to city
and from town to town.

Sir George E. Cartier having moved the
adjournment of the debate,

Hon. Mr. Dorion asked how it had hap-
pened that the agreement with the Imperial
Government for the construction of fortifica-
tions hinted at in the speech of the Hon.
Minister, had not found its way into the
correspondence brought down on the motion
of the honourable member for Terrebonne.
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Sir George pointed out that the construc-
tion of these fortifications had been stipulated
for in the negotiations prior ta the accom-
plishment of Confederation. The points for
defence had been selected in accordance with
the recommendation of Col. Jervois, and he
did not suppose that any member of the
House would desire this confidential report ta
be made public ta the possible advantage of
the enemies of the country.

Mr. Mackenzie desired further information,
and was surprised ta find the Government
desiring ta keep back any details of so impor-
tant an agreement.
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Sir George E. Cartier denied that there was
any desire ta keep back any information ta
which the House was entitled. It would be
found in the published despatches that the
Imperial Government had undertaken the
completion of the Quebec defences, on condi-
tion of the Canadian Governiment fortifying
the western posts efficiently. There was no
other communication on the subject whatev-
er.

The debate was then adjourned, and the
House rose at twelve minutes to one this
morning.
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Wednesday, April, 22, 1989

The Speaker took the Chair at three
o'clock.

INDEMNITY TO MEMBERS

Mr. Chamberlin introduced a Bill to amend
Act of present session entitled an Act Re-
lating to the Indemnity to Members and
Salaries of the Speakers of both Houses of
Parliament. (Cries of "Explain, explain"). He
stated that by this Bill he proposed to fix the
indemnity of members after the present ses-
sion at $450 for a session of 60 days, and at
$5 a day if the session should fall short of 60
days.

Mr. Jones (Leeds) asked if this was a
proposition similar to that of which the
honourable member gave notice in the early
part of the session, and with reference to
which he found it convenient to be absent
when the time came for moving it.

Mr. Chamberlin said he had found it very
inconvenient to be absent on the occasion
referred to. He hoped to be present, however,
when this Bill came up for discussion, and he
hoped the honourable member would find it
convenient to vote with him.

Mr. Jones said the notice of motion given
by the member for Missisquoi had prevented
other members from moving amendments to
the Indemnity Bill, and it was most extraor-
dinary if he had wished it to pass that he
should have been absent when the time for
moving it came.

Mr. Chamberlin said if the honourable
member for Leeds, or any other honourable
gentleman desired to insinuate that he was
purposely absent on that occasion he in-
sinuated a falsehood.

Mr. Jones said he had insinuated nothing,
but had stated a fact.

Mr. Bellerose said the introduction of this
Bill was an insult to the House. On Monday
night, when the House decided to adopt the
report of the Contingencies Committee, the
member for Missisquoi threatened to punish
inembers by putting such a motion on paper

as would compel them to vote for reducing
their own salaries. He (Mr. Bellerose) was
quite at liberty to vote against it. At his
election, his opponent said he would do the
work for two dollars a day. He (Mr. Bel-
lerose) told his constituents that if they
thought $2 a day would pay him for his
services, they might elect his opponent. But
that if they wished to elect him they must
leave him free to vote for $6, $8 or $10 a day.
He was elected on that understanding, and he
could therefore vote independently on this
question. He (Mr. Bellerose) continued to
speak for some time against reducing the pay
of members, using very strong language and
enforcing his arguments by vehement thump-
ing of his desk. He declared that rather than
consent to receive $5 a day, or $450 for the
session, he would support a resolution that
the members should serve their country for
nothing.

Mr. D. A. McDonald said that the honoura-
ble member for Laval had spoken very feel-
ingly on the subject. If he had spoken on the
hustings with as much vehemence as he had
spoken to-day, he was not surprised at his
being elected. His constituents would have
been frightened to vote against him.
(Laughter). The honourable gentleman was a
member of the Quebec Legislature, and was
satisfied to receive there $450 for the session,
or $5 a day. He did not know that the
honourable gentleman's services were worth
any more here than they were at Quebec.
(Hear, hear). He begged however to tell the
member for Missisquoi, that there was no
hope of his measure carrying. If members
would make buncombe speeches in support of
it, and then in committee the yeas and nays
were not reported, would destroy the Bill.

Mr. Johnson urged upon the Government
their duty to introduce a general measure of
retrenchment. He did not think however they
should interfere with the indemnity of mem-
bers who received less than their own door-
keepers.

Mr. Chamberlin assured the House that he
had not introduced this Bill as a piece of clap
trap. He did not look on this indemnity to
members as pay for their services. He should
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be ashamed to rate his own services at $600.
The indemnity he looked upon as a fair
remuneration for their actual expenses, and
five dollars a day, or $450 a session was
sufficient for that purpose. The member for
Leeds said he had made no insinuation, but
only stated a fact. What he said was that he
(Mr. Chamberlin) had found it convenient to
be absent on the occasion referred to. He (Mr.
Chamberlin) begged to state emphatically
that that was not a fact.

Mr. Jones said if the honourable gentleman
was not conveniently absent he must have
been inconveniently absent. (Laughter). He
proceeded-in order to give the House an
idea of the honourable gentleman's economi-
cal ideas-to read the correspondence be-
tween Mr. Chamberlin and the Government
when he was securing the contract for the
British American Bank Note Company, and
quoted from the public accounts, various
amounts paid to the company o $7,500; $5,-
000, and $9,901.

Mr. Cartwright said the honourable gentle-
man should also have read the report made
by the Crown Land authorities on the survey
of a certain township called Canonto.
(Laughter).

Mr. Jones rose to explain.

The Speaker said the honourable gentle-
man could not speak again. He then put the
question, which was that the Bill be read a
second time on Monday, and declared it car-
ried.

Mr. Jones to have an opportunity of speak-
ing, said he would move that the House
adjourn.

The Speaker said he could not do so. When
he was speaking on another question he could
not move the adjournment.

Mr. Mackenzie said in order to give the
honourable gentleman an opportunity to ex-
plain, he (Mr. Mackenzie) would move the
adjournnent.

The Speaker suggested to the member for
Lambton that he should not persist in this
motion. It surely could not be his desire to
protract a discussion which had already wan-
dered far from the point originally before the
Chair.

Mr. Mackenzie said he had asked the
honourable gentleman to postpone his re-

[Mr. Chamberlin (Missisquoi).]

marks to another occasion, and he had con-
sented to do so. He therefore would not press
the motion.

Mr. Chamberlin begged to move that the
House do now adjourn to give him an oppor-
tunity of replying to Mr. Jones' attack. He
stated that on behalf of the Bank Note
Company he had endeavoured to get the best
contract for them he could. He did not think,
however, that it was an unfair contract, and
he would be glad before the public accounts
committee or otherwise to meet the honoura-
ble gentleman and enter into the particulars
of the whole transaction. When he sought
election to this House, he made a bona ßde
transfer of the whole of his stock to one of
his partners and had now no interest in the
Company.

Mr. Jones seconded the motion for adjourn-
ment in order to have an opportunity of
explaining the Canonto transaction. He stated
that a committee, a majority of whom were
his political opponents had investigated the
whole affair and had exonerated him f rom all
blame. The member for Lennox was a mem-
ber of that committee.

Mr. Cartwright said it was possible his
name had been put on the committee, but he
was certain he never sat on it.

Mr. Jones only hoped the honourable gen-
tleman could exonerate himself as well from
his connection with the Commercial Bank.
(Laughter).

Mr. Rymal regretted that this matter of the
indemnity of members, after having been
settled by a measure introduced by the minis-
try and approved of, he believed, by nine-
tenths of the House, should have been
brought up a second time this session. At the
commencement of every Parliament the re-
trenchment hobby was made to figure in our
circus. Some daring rider undertook to put
him through his paces and show how thor-
oughly he could balance himself on the re-
fractory animal. (Laughter). But he would tell
the member for Missisquoi, that he had never
seen one of those daring riders who had not
been thrown eventually if not sooner.
(Laughter). He hoped the influence of the
Ministry, whom the honourable gentleman
supported, would be brought to bear on this
daring equestrian, to persuade him that he
ought not to fly in the face of his friends. In
his own person, he (Mr. RymaD had fought
out this battle some time ago. It had been

April 22, 1868



COMMONS DEBATES

brought against him at one of his elections
that he had gone for six dollars a day; but
although his constituency was as economically
disposed as any in the country, they were
satisfled he had done right and had sustained
him. He hoped his honourable friend would
give up his hobby, and allow it to be mount-
ed by some one else who had a greater desire
to be thrown into the horse ponds.
(Laughter.)

Sir J. A. Macdonald said he was sorry his
honourable friend from Missisquoi had in-
troduced this measure, and would vote
against it. He thought it was a reflection
on the House; but of course his honoura-
ble friend in the exercise of his responsibility
as member of Parliament, had a right to
introduce it, and his motives in doing so
should not have been impugned.

The motion for adjournment was then
withdrawn.

VERCHÈRES ELECTION

Messrs. Bodwell, Coupal, Drew, Brousseau,
and John Crawford, Chairman, were sworn
as the Committee to try the Verchères Elec-
tion.

BERTHIER ELECTION

Mr. Macfarlane, from the Berthier Election
Committee, reported the following as their
unanimous determination and final report
that the sitting member, Mr. Paquet, has been
duly elected. That the petition against him
was frivolous and vexatious. That the defence
of the sitting member was neither frivolous
nor vexatious.

QUESTIONS
HARBOUR OF REFUGE WANTED

Mr. Masson (Soulanges)-Whether it is the
intention of the Government to include in
the estimates to be submitted to the Com-
mons, a sum of money for the construction of
a harbour of refuge at the head of the Coteau
Rapids in the St. Lawrence, for the protection
of life and property as asked by A. Allan and
other proprietors of steamboats, and others,
in petition to the House, the Government of
the late Province of Canada having, in 1857,
recommended the expenditure of a certain
sum of money for that purpose?

Hon. Mr. McDougall said a petition had
been received, asking for the construction of
a harbour of refuge at the head of Coteau
Rapids, and the Department of Public Works
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had instructed its officers to make the neces-
sary inquiries. The inquiries had not proceeded
so far as to call for an appropriation for the
purpose to be placed in the estimates.

Mr. M. C. Cameron-Whether the Gov-
ernment intend doing anything, and if so,
when and what, towards the construction of a
harbour of refuge on the East coast of Lake
Huron, there being at present no safe harbour-
age on that coast for the protection of vessels
engaged in the commerce of the Lakes, or for
the safety and protection of Her Majesty's
gunboats stationed there. Three several Select
Committees, appointed by the House of
Assembly of the Province of Canada, having,
on three several occasions, reported strongly
in favour of such a harbour?

Hon. Mr. McDougall said Government had
decided to place in the estimates an appro-
priation for the improvement of certain lake
harbours without, however, having deter-
mined the particular localities in which these
harbours should be improved. The improve-
ment of harbours on Lakes Erie and Huron
would be one of the subjects to which the
Government would address itself in deciding
as to the expenditure of this money.

WITNESSES' PAY

Mr. Harrison-Whether it is the intention
of the Government to make provision for the
payment of witnesses in criminal cases in
all parts of the Dominion?

Sir J. A. Macdonald said it was not the
intention of Government to make provision
for the payment of witnesses in criminal
cases. That was a subject which was within
the Province of the Local Governments.

CHARGES ON CANADIAN TONNAGE

Mr. Stephenson-Whether the Government
have taken any steps, by communication with
the Government at Washington, through the
British Minister or otherwise, to obtain a
remission of the charges now collected on
the Tonnage of the Dominion entering Amer-
ican ports, and on which corresponding char-
ges are not made on American Tonnage
entering Canadian ports; also, whether the
American Government have consented to the
remission of such charges, and in case they
have not agreed to do so, whether it is the
intention of the Government to impose upon
American Tonnage entering the ports of the
Dominion, charges corresponding with the
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charges made upon British Tonnage entering
Anerican ports, and whether the Govern-
ment propose, during the present Session,
introducing any measure in relation thereto?

Hon. Mr. Rose said when the proper time
came the Government would not fail to urge
their views with reference to the charges now
collected on the tonnages of the Dominion
entering American ports, and on which corre-
sponding charges are not made on American
tonnage entering Canadian ports.

OUR GUNBOATS

Mr. McCallum-Whether it is the intention
of the Government to man the Provincial gun-
boats with men from the Royal Navy, as
formerly, or with men from the Volunteer
Naval Companies?

Sir G. E. Cartier said the Government
intended to have the Provincial Gunboats
manned as formerly. There had been a gun-
boat chartered by the Governnent, however,
the Hercules which would not be manned as
formerly.

GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY

Mr. Oliver-Whether the Government has
decided to press for the payment of claims
due by the Great Western Railroad Company
to the Government?

Hon. Mr. Rose said the Government would
in this as in other matters, take every reason-
able and proper means for the preservation
and protection of the public interests. The
House was in possession of the correspond-
ence which had taken place on the subject.

SILVER NUISANCE

Mr. Redford-Whether it is the intention
of the Government to make any arrange-
ment with, or recommendation to, the Bank
of Montreal to purchase American silver and
send it out of the country,-or have they
done so? And if so, what amount has been
sent out of the country and what is the rate
of discount recommended?

Hon. Mr. Rose said it had been the desire
of the Government in the past, and was their
intention in future to make all arrangements
in their power to lessen the inconvenience
which had hitherto resulted to the public
from the excess of silver currency.

[Mr. Stephenson (Kent).]

LAIE HURON

The motion of Mr. M. C. Cameron for an
address for information respecting the con-
struction of a Harbour of Refuge on the east
coast of Lake Huron was withdrawn upon
Mr. McDougall's stating that all the official
reports upon the subject had been already
sent down.

FISHERIES

On the motion of Hon. Mr. Chauveau, the
petition of J. B. Renaud and others was
referred to the Special Committee on the
Fisheries.

BANKING COMMITTEE

Mr. Oliver's motion to add the name of Mr.
Jones, (Halifax,) to the number of the Select
Committee on Banking and Currency was, at
the request of the latter gentleman, with-
drawn.

VINE GROWING

Mr. O'Connor moved that a special commit-
tee be appointed to inquire into the desira-
bleness and practicability of cultivating the
vine and making wine in Canada, and that
the petition of D. W. Beadle, President of the
Canada Vine Growers Association, be re-
ferred to the said committee. The Committee
to be composed of Messrs. Rose, Howland,
Chauveau, Anglin, Carling, Holton, Me-
Lellan, Stephenson, Macfarlane, Morris, Pope,
McMonies, D. A. McDonald and the mover.
He said the experiments which had been
recently made, more especially these which
had been made on a somewhat extensive
scale at Cooksville, on the North shore of
Lake Ontario, had dispelled the prejudice
which previously existed in the public mind
that the climate of Canada was unsuited for
cultivating the vine. As regarded the second
part of the resolution he stated that the Vine
Growers Association had been incorporated
by Act of Parliament, with power to issue
$100,000 worth of stock; a large proportion of
which had been taken up. One of the objects
of the Association was to encourage farmers
to cultivate the vine by affording them a
market for their grapes at remunerative
prices. In December last between fifty and
sixty thousand dollars had been expended by
the Association, and its affairs being in a
flourishing state when the Inland Revenue
Act of the first part of the session, had the
effect of completely paralyzing them. The Act
incorporating the company, passed in 1866,
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exempted them from all excise duties and
other imposts, except municipal or local
taxes, for a period of ten years; but the
Inland Revenue Act of the first part of the
session interfered in such a way with this
privilege, as, in effect, to repeal it. The result
of this had been most disastrous to the As-
sociation. (Mr. O'Connor here read from the
petition a statement of the consequences of
this legislation.) The creditors of the As-
sociation immediately pressed for a settlement
and the stockholders refused to pay any fur-
ther call, alleging as an excuse that the
recent Act Cf the Legislature had so changed
the condition of the Association as in equity
to relieve them from paying more calls. The
negotiations which were about being closed
for taking up a large quantity of reserve
stock, were also at once broken up. An
Order-in-Council was afterwards passed sus-
pending the operation of the recent enact-
ment, but it had failed to give satisfaction or
restore confidence. The petition prayed for
repeal of that clause of the Act, and also for
further redress for the injury which had been
inflicted on the Association.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said it would not be
competent for the committee to consider
questions of excise. They might consider,
however, the question of vine growing, and
have the petition referred to them.

Mr. Harrison spoke in support of the case
submitted by the petitioners.

Hon. Mr. Howland explained his reasons
for having introduced the clause in question
into the Inland Revenue Act. From inquiries
he had made, he learned that the company
claimed the right, under their charter, not
only to manufacture spirits from the products
of the vine free of excise duty, but to add to
those products such amount as they thought
proper of saccharine matter, not the product
of the vine. He learned also that they had
purchased a large distillery, and presumed it
was their intention to carry it on. It was
under these circumstances that the clause
was inserted. He acknowledged that, uninten-
tionally on his part, it went further, perhaps,
than they were warranted in going. It
specified that they should only use such
materials as were produced by themselves.
This would prevent them from using grapes
grown by anybody else, which was an inter-
ference with their privileges under their
charter. ie had a Bill prepared to repeal this
clause, and to authorize the Governor-in-
Council to make such regulations as would be
necessary to supervise their operations.
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Mr. O'Connor did not know fron whom tihe
Minister of Excise got his information about
the saccharine matter, alleged to be used. The
Association had not been called tpon in any
way to report on the subject, and he thought
they should in justice have got notice of the
intended legislation. The motion- was then
agreed to.

RIVER SYDENHAM NAVIGATION

Mr. Mills moved the second reading of the
Bill to facilitate the removal of obstructions
to the navigation of the, River Sydenham.

Mr. Stephenson moved the six months
hoist.

Sir J. A. Macdonald-What does the
honourable gentleman propose to do with his
Bill after the second reading?

Mr. Mills said he would sent it to a Select
Committee.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said an objection had
been raised to the measure on the ground of
the incompetence of this legislature to deal
with questions of property and civil rights, as
the Bill provided that the logs left in the
river for a certain period should become the
property of those who took them out. This
difficulty might perhaps be got over in this
way. This Legislature has the right to pass an
Act for freeing a navigable river from. ob-
struction, and they might provide certain
penalties for such obstructions, for instance,
the forfeiture of the article causing the ob-
struction.

Mr. Blake said it was clear that in some
instances an interference with the. rights of
property was an incident of what was within
the jurisdiction of this Parliament. This was
the case, for example, with railway legisla-
tion, where if the removal of obstructions
could only be effected by a transfer of prop-
erty, he thought this Parliament possessed the
right so to enact. Whether it would be dis-
creet in this instance to exercise that right he
would not undertake at present to say.

Mr. Stephenson said he had received a
number of letters from his constituents op-
posing this Bill. The saw millers, the dealers
in square timber and others, whowere inter-
ested in the navigation of the river were
decidedly hostile to the measure. He moved a
six months' hoist. It being now six o'clock,
the Speaker léft the Chair till half past seven
o'clock.
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After the recess.

CANADA SHIPPING COMPANY

Hon. Mr. Holton introduced a Bill to incor-
porate the Canada Shipping Company.

NORTH WEST TRANSPORTATION
COMPANY

Mr. Simpson introduced a Bill to amend the
Act incorporating the North West Transporta-
tion and Railway Company.

MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE CO.

Hon. Mr. Carling introduced a Bill to incor-
porate the Canada Mutual Life Insurance
Company.

MERCHANTS' EXPRESS CO.

Mr. Morrison introduced a Bill to incorpor-
ate the Merchants' Express Co. of the Do-
minion of Canada.

MEMPHRAMAGOG CO.

Mr. Colby introduced a Bill to confirm a
certain by-law passed by the directors of the
Lake Memphramagog Co., and for other pur-
poses.

CLIFTON SUSPENSION BRIDGE CO.

Mr. Shanly moved the second reading of
the Bill to incorporate the Clifton Suspension
Bridge Co. Carried and ordered to be re-
ferred to Committee of the Whole to-morrow.

NIAGARA FALLS GAS CO.

Mr. Street's Bill to authorize the Niagara
Falls Gas Co. to extend their works for the
purpose of lighting the town of Clifton as
amended in Committee on private Bills was
read a second time and ordered for Com-
mittee of the Whole to-morrow.

THE MILITIA BILL

The adjourned debate on the motion of the
Hon. Mr. Cartier for the second reading of
the Militia Bill, was then resumed.

Hon. Mr. Dorion objected to the measure
introduced by the Minister of Militia as one
which was anything but an improvement on
previous measures in Canada and other coun-
tries. Here we had a substitute for our volun-
teer system, under which, when wanted, they
had raised from 30,000 to 33,000 men, who

voluntarily turned out after being well drilled
for months. This was a force in every way
far superior to the 40,000 men who were
under the new system to be drilled, only 15
or 16 days in the year. Their former force, he
believed, would have been more efficient for
military purposes in one year than their
present force would be in ten years. It was
absurd to think that eight days' drill for a
couple of years in succession would give them
a body of men efficiently trained in the arts
of war. A system which would compel 40,000
men to exercise for only eight days yearly,
whenever the Commander-in-Chief chose
would be found a miserable failure. It had
been said by the Minister of Militia that the
expenses of the militia organization for the
last five years had been at the rate of $1,-
500,000 a year. Now what were the facts-in
1863 the expenses of organizing the militia
were some $400,000. Next year about $500,-
000. In 1865, $756,000, in 1866, $1,640,000, out
of which the frontier service cost $1,123,000,
having less than half a million for the ordi-
nary service of the militia. In 1857 the expend-
iture was $1,412,000 of which $616,000 only
were paid out for the ordinary militia service,
so that in reality for the last five years the
expenses connected with the organization of
the militia had never exceeded half a million
yearly. Now it was proposed to double the
expense and give them a force far less
efficient. The system of conscription to be
followed would not only offer no inducement
to the young men of the country to join the
force; but would not act as a positive draw-
back. In his opinion, one of the great aims of
the Government should be to encourage the
military spirit abroad in the Dominion, and
in this respect he complained that the meas-
ure before the House was deficient. The
volunteer system as formerly in vogue was
far better suited to the people and unques-
tionably would have been more efficient, al-
most beyond comparison. There was now and
had always been a feeling of dislike to com-
pulsory enrolment, and why, he would ask,
should such a system have been adopted? See
the expense it would entail, the $500,000
extra yearly, represented a capital of $10,-
000,000. Then their fortifications were to be
$500,000 more, and their cost would probably
exceed rather than fall short of that sum.
Was it any wonder, with these and the other
enormous expenses being incurred by the
Government, and with a new and repulsive
militia system coming into force, that their
young men should be leaving the country by

April 22, 1868



COMMONS DEBATES

hundreds and by thousands? If instead of
uselessly flinging away the public money in
the fashion now contemplated, honourable
gentlemen opposite would husband the re-
sources of the State and apply them as soon
as might be possible to deepening their canals
and opening up the country throughout the
Dominion, the effort would be worthy of a
Government. The young men would not be
leaving the Dominion in crowds; immigration
would be attracted hither, and a hardy, in-
dustrious, numerous population would soon
swell the number of the inhabitants of the
Dominion, and form a protection for the
country far beyond all the fortifications they
could sink money in. Again, he found in the
State of New York that there was a force of
49,000 citizen-soldiers larger than we propose
to raise, and these men were enrolled and
drilled twelve days in the year, at an expense
of about $600,000. There was another point
connected with this matter which the House
could not lose sight of. The Imperial Gov-
ernment, it appears, decided that it was only
necessary to fortify Montreal, but the mem-
ber for Sherbrooke in his wisdom decided
that fortifications must be erected all through
the Dominion, and this was to be done too on
such a ridiculous system that one-half of the
wealthiest portion of Ontario remained abso-
lutely without the means of defence accorded
to the other section. Besides all this, they had
it on the best military authority that there
were only two really defensible points in the
Dominion-Quebec and Halifax. Wherefore,
then, al the expenditure on a long chain of
fortifications? It was madness to erect such a
number of fortifications, which could never
be successfully held against a powerful ene-
my. The Minister of Militia tells the House
that he had a conversation with the Minister
of War in England, and agreed to the erection
of several fortifications. But nothing definite
could be elicited concerning this strange in-
terview, and it appeared no correspondence
was to be forthcoming on the subject. He
(Mr. Dorion) for one, would never vote away
five millions of money for any such purpose
until a Committee had been struck to inquire
into the necessity for these fortifications. His
own belief was that the expense would be
nearer ten or fifteen millions than five mil-
lions.

Mr. Johnson addressed the House at some
length, but was scarcely audible, and when
audible very few of his remarks could be
understood in the reporters' gallery. The
honourable gentleman laid down the startling

proposition that the people of this country
inherited the blood of their ancestors, and
then proceeded amid creaking of desks and
other signs of impatience on the part of the
members, to make varlous incomprehensible
statements. He was applauded on resuming
his seat.

Mr. Belerose (in French) said it was neces-
sary for them to protect the country. The
system of having no defence was ridiculous,
and it was the duty of aU good, loyal citizens,
to submit to such a system of defence as will
on the one hand not be too expensive, while
on the other a due regard is given to the
safety and security of our people. Proper
defence is often our safest guard, and enabled
the country to take a better and more re-
spectable position among the nations of the
earth. Some objected to the present system,
on the ground that it is expensive. His own
opinion was that it was toc cheap to be
efficient. Still under the management of the
present Minister of Militia the system might
prove successful with the cooperation of the
people.

Col. Brown, who, as a volunteer of consid-
erable experience, claimed to speak with
some authority, opposed the principle of
forced enrohnent, which would be found
quite unnecessary if the volunteer force had
only received the encouragement which its
services and spirit merited. The staff he con-
sidered only as a source of unnecessary ex-
pense, which might be profitably dispensed
with.

Mr. Stirton said this was perhaps the most
important question which could engage the
attention of Parliament. The measure before
the House had been introduced with a great
flourish of trumpets, but how was it re-
ceived? One gentleman of experience after
another had arisen to express dissatisfaction
with the scheme and denounce it. The people
of the country were undoubtedly loyal and
desired to see a sound militia system adopted.
They had past experience in this direction,
and found in the volunteer system one which
was most effective in every respect. It was
then most unfortunate that this system
should be done away with and that a compul-
sory system should be covertly introduced as
was proposed to be done in the Bill before
the House. It was very clear that with a force
compulsorily brought together, there would
not be the same proficiency in the men called
out as under the volunteer system, and, in
fact, there was no comparison between the

April 22, 1868



COMMONS DEBATES

two systems here. If there was one idea more
general than. another in the country it was
that every encouragement should be given by
the ýGovernment to drill associations. That
great care be taken to provide for the service
of these:citizen soldiers the newest and best
weapons of war, and that in every respect
their young men should be got to take an
interest in military matters. A military or-
ganization got upon such principles on the
volunteer systeni would be infinitely pre-
ferred to the compulsory system. (Cheers.)

Mr. Lawson said the Volunteers who had so
nobly done their duty in past times in
Canada, had been very inadequately remuner-
ated, and he suggested the introduction of a
clause providing that those who had distin-
guished themselves for good conduct and
efficiency should receive medals. These tes-
timonials of merit would be valued much
more.than the $5 proposed to be given them.
He objected to the expense to be incurred for
the staff to keep the 40,000 men in the field,
and said he had several other objections.

Mr. Oliver said he came to the conclusion
long since that the object of this Bill was to
destroy the volunteer force, and he had un-
fortunately been right in his surmise. The
honourable gentlemen made handsome men-
tion of the services of the volunteer forces
and showed their efficiency notwithstanding
the great shortcomings of the military au-
thorities when the Fenian raid broke out. As
to the present measure it would, beyond
question, give rise to universal dissatisfaction
and it was to be hoped the Minister of Militia
would yet be induced to retrace his steps. His
system, if persisted in, would inevitably lead
to drafting, in order ta get the required
number of men and even when they had been
drafted and diilled what were they better for
it. They would soon forget their 96 hours drill
in two years, and ta al intents and purposes
the money to be expended for this purpose
would be money thrown away. As to the
question for fortifications the proposed ex-
penditure of $5,000,000, large as it was, was
but a beginning. The North-West Territory,
British Columbia, and Vancouver's Island,
with the Maritime Provinces in the Confed-
eracy would al be included in the Dominion,
and al these colonies must have their for-
tifications, too, and so the present vast and
useless vote of $5,000,000 would be swelled to
proportions that the honourable gentlemen
now little dreamed of. At a future stage he
proposed to move at least one amendment to
the measure.

[Mr. Stirton (Welington South).]

Mr. Sproa disapproved of the new division
of the Militia Bill into four classes. The two
clauses of unmarried men from 18 to 30, and
from 30 to 45, he thought should be amal-
gamated into one, for he believed as a gener-
al rule it would be a greater hardship to a
young man of 18 or 20 just commencing life
to be compelled to do militia service than to
the man of 35 or 40. He would not oppose the
second reading of the Bill, but he hoped
before it finally passed it would be amended
in a way to make it more acceptable to the
country. In the present shape he could not
but believe it would be a death blow to the
Volunteer system of Canada. He was satisfied
that men would not under the clauses of this
Bill offer themselves as volunteers, as they
did under the existing law. He admitted
something was wrong at present either in the
system or in the mode in which it had been
carried out, and he regretted that instead of
destroying the volunteer system something
had not been done still further to encourage
it. He was very sorry last night to hear the
member for Lennox cast a slur on the
efficiency of our volunteers on account of the
misfortune which befell them at the com-
mencement of the engagement at Ridgeway.
He was satisfied there was not a man of them
who, if properly commanded, would not have
died for his country rather than give way. He
was afraid if any trouble should arise during
this summer we would not have a force ready
to meet it. The present Bill was not to come
into force until October, and before that date
he was satisfied there would hardly be a
volunteer corps which had not tendered its
resignation. He thought the provision to pay
the officers fifty cents a day for drill, the
same as their men, was a most unfortunate
one. It was treating them very unworthily
thus to place them on a level with the men,
and, if no one else did, he would move to
amend the Bill by striking out the fifty cents
pay so far as regarded volunteer officers. As
to fortifications, he believed the best defence
we could provide was to have our population
so trained to the use of arms as to be able to
meet the foe when necessary, not behind
bulwarks of earth and stone, but in the open
field.

Mr. McCallum said the naval branch of the
service was almost entirely neglected by the
Government. This Bill he considered a mon-
grel Bill, neither one thing nor another. If we
could not get volunteers sufficient for defen-
sive purposes, he would do away with them
altogether, and make the whole population
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liable for militia service, either to serve per-
sonally or to purchase exemption, and in that
way money enough would be obtained to
keep up the active force. He objected to the
tendency to raise the salaries of some of the
staff, particularly that of the Adjutant-
General.

Mr. Drew, after a close study of the Bill,
had come to the conclusion that we were to
have very few advantages, for the money to
be expended; all that the Bill was to yield
was eight days drill for 40,000 men. He con-
sidered its effect would be to destroy the
volunteer force; and if that were to be the
effect he thought the Minister of Militia
should reconsider it. As regarded the 50¢
allowance to officers he had letters from them
from all parts of the country, saying they
would rather have nothing than accept 50¢.

Cries of "adjourn, adjourn."

Sir G. E. Cartier said he knew that several
members wished to speak, and he thought it
advantageous that the debate should continue
with the Speaker in the Chair. This was not a

party measure, and he wished it fully dis-
cussed.

Mr. Mackenzie moved the adjournment of
the debate. In doing so he asked if it was the
intention of the Government to introduce a
Bill to provide for the fortifications.

Sir G. E. Cartier said a message from His
Excellency would be brought down recom-
mending the appropriation of $1,100,000 for
the fortification of Montreal and other places
west of Montreal, and Saint John, N. B. If
this resolution were adopted, he would then
introduce a Bill to carry it into effect.

Mr. Mackenzie asked if the message would
contain the items of expenditure, based on
estimates showing the amounts for each
work, the nature of that work, and where
located.

Sir G. E. Cartier replied in the negative.
The debate was then adjourned, and made

the first order for to-morrow.
The House adjourned at five minutes past

twelve.
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Thursday, April 23, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

JOLIETTE ELECTION

Mr. Sca.cherd moved that the Joliette
Election Committee have leave to adjourn till
the 25th May. Carried.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Hon. Mr. Rose intimated that he would
make his financial statement to the House on
Tuesday, and would on the same occasion
give explanation as to the intention of the
Government with regard to the tariff. The
estimates for 1868-9 would be brought down.

CORRESPONDENCE ON TITLES
OF HONOUR

Hon. Mr. Holion, before the orders of the
day were called, inquired whether Govern-
ment were prepared to have entered on the
Minutes the communication made the other
day by the Secretary of State, with authority
of the Governor-General, as to the non-pro-
duction of further correspondence on the ti-
ties of honour.

Hon. Mr. Langevin said the answer he gave
was like other answers to questions by mem-
bers which were never put on the Minutes.

Hon. Mr. Holion said this was a retreat
from the position taken the other day by the
Minister of Justice, who, he understood, un-
dertook to have the communication brought
before the House in some official way, when-
ever he had considered in what form it
could be done.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said he had looked into
the matter and found no precedent for enter-
ing on the Minutes answers to questions by
members, and he thought it undesirable to
establish such a precedent. The answer given
by the Secretary of State had been read to
the House: had been published in the news-
papers; and if the honourable member for
Chateauguay desired still greater certainty, he
might have an authentic copy of it.

Hon. Mr. Holiton gave notice that he would
move that the communication be entered on

the journals. He wished further to ask the
Government whether they intended to ask
the House to take any action on this corre-
spondence.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said that the Gov-
ernment had no such intention.

LIGUOR INSPECTION FUND

Mr. Bourassa moved that the House go into
Comnimittee of the Whole to consider certain
resolutions respecting a Liquor Inspection
Fund.

He explained that their object was to pun-
ish parties who put anything deleterious in
liquors, by fines, which would fori a fund to
pay the expenses of inspection.

Hon. W. P. Howland said it might be a
matter of greater difficulty than the honoura-
ble member might be aware of to determine
what was deleterious in spirits. lis honoura-
ble friend beside him (Mr. Tilley) would say
that there was nothing in them at all that
was not deleterious. The machinery for in-
spection provided in the resolutions, he
thought, was altogether inadequate. The
Government could not assent to the resolu-
tions.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the first resolu-
tion was this, that it is expedient to create a
special fund to be denominated a Liquor
Inspection Fund, which would be adminis-
tered by the Receiver-General. It was evident
that such a resolution must be preceded by a
message from the Governor-General. No fund
of the kind, imposing a charge on the people
could properly be originated in any other
way. The Government did not propose to
create such a fund, and he submitted that the
resolutions could not be proceeded with.

Hon. Mr. Dorion said the honourable mem-
ber for Saint John would be satisfied if there
were an expression of opinion on the part of
the Government that the subject would be
taken into consideration.

Hon. Mr. Howland said that he admitted
the desirableness of attaining the object
aimed at, but the question was a very difficult
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one, and having so many other duties press-
ing upon them he did not know that he could
undertake it.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the matter was
properly a branch of the criminal law. If a
party sold a liquid of any kind which was
injurious to the public health, in the broad
sense of the term, not in the sense that would
be contended for by the Minister of Customs,
he was guilty of an offence that should be
punishable. If he sold a liquid as being one
thing while it was another, he could be
indicted for a fraud. If he mixed with liquor
anything that was poisonous, he could be
indicted under the law regulating the sale of
poisons. He would endeavour to frame the
Bill on that subject so as to meet the cause so
far as practible.

The resolutions were then withdrawn.

PRIVILEGES OF PARLIAMENT

On the motion of Sir John A. Macdonald,
the Bill to define the privileges, immunities
and powers of the Senate and House of
Commons, was read a third time and passed.

MILITIA BILL

Mr. Mackenzie then resumed the ad-
journed debate on the motion for the second
reading of the Militia Bill. He said that in
addressing the House on the subject of the
defence of the country, it was almost impossi-
ble to avoid alluding both to the geographical
and the political relations which we occupied
towards the United States. We were, perhaps,
the only colony of the British Empire placed
in a position of peculiar danger, on account of
a long extended frontier in proximity to the
territory of a foreign power, and we had,
therefore, to consider the probabilities of any
hostile demonstrations affecting the peace of
the country from the territory so situated.
The standing argument addressed by British
statesmen, who had urged on the present
and former Legislature of this country
the importance of our creating a standing
army, or at least of taking extraordinary
means to increase the militia force and the
defences of the country had been that the
people of the United States were more or less
aggressive with regard to us. He proposed to
examine for a few moments whether this was
really the case or not, because if we could
establish the proposition that the people of
that country were not particularly aggressive
towards ourselves, then we disabused the
minds of our own people and those most

[Mr. Howland (York West).]

intimately concerned with the administration
of the affairs of the Empire of one of the
reasons which had been so constantly urged
for increasing our defensive forces. (Hear,
hear). He believed that the people of the
United States, a kindred people, speaking the
same language and having the same religion
are not as a nation aggressive towards Great
Britain or her Colonies. It was true that a
large portion of the emigrants from Ireland
belonged to the class who complained of the
misgovernment of that country by the British
Government, and who were disaffected to-
wards Great Britain, had found a permanent
home in the United States, and nothing could
be more natural than that that class should
seek to take advantage of the political ques-
tions which would always arise, in order to
create a feeling in their adopted land against
the government which they believed had act-
ed oppressively towards themselves. But we
had found on every occasion when interna-
tional question had arisen between ourselves
and the Government of the United States,
that that government had shown itself dis-
posed ta do what was right and just. (Hear,
hear). A portion of the British people and
some British statesmen have assumed, from
the tone of the newspapers-from the tone of
resolutions passed at public meetings-and
from that yielding to public clamour which
was characteristic, he was sorry to say, of
some of their legislative bodies and even of
the highest legislative body of their coun-
try;-that there was a feeling of hostility on
the part of the people of the United States,
against which it was necessary we should
protect ourselves. He denied that in any of
these instances was there expressed the real
feeling of the solid, well educated and
influential men of the United States. He be-
lieved too, that the remedial measures which
were now in progress in the British Parlia-
ment with a view to remove disaffection from
Ireland, would take away the ground from
that feeling which had hitherto existed to-
wards us on the part of that large class of the
population of the United States to whon he
had alluded; and if we, on our part, adopted
a wise and proper policy, he considered it
was all but impossible that war could ever
break out between these two great nations.
He deeply regretted the tone which had been
assumed by a portion of the Canadian Press
towards the Northern States, when they were
struggling ta maintain the integrity of their
union. The feeling of irritation, however,
which this had caused, had now, he believed,
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very nearly passed away and the spirit of
conciliation in which a great nation like
Great Britain could afford to treat the com-
plaints of the American people would, he had
no doubt, very soon convert the feeling of
that people into one of entire friendliness.
Still, with our long extended frontier, we had
to consider the possibility of war with the
United States. It was only with a view to that
possibility that we were required to erect any
fortifications or to make provision for the
calling out of a very large portion of our
people as an active Militia. He admitted that
we were bound to provide the expenses inci-
dent to the preservation of order within our
own territories. He admitted also that we
were bound, as colonies, to bear a reasonable
share of the amount of taxation necessary in
order to preserve the dignity and the integri-
ty of the Empire, and place us in a position
of defence agaînst a possible though improba-
ble enemy. The member for Saint John (Hon.
Mr. Gray) had read long tables of statistics,
showing that Great Britain, France, Prussia
and the United States contributed very large
sums, per head, of the population towards
military expenditures and that we in Canada
were only called upon to contribute 25 cents
per head for that purpose. When an honoura-
ble gentleman read statistics he should do it
honestly. He did not use the word in an
offensive sense, but meant to say that the
honourable gentleman only referred to that
portion of the statistics bearing on the case
which suited his argument. He had not stated
that as compared with these old countries, we
had no realized wealth. According to the
most recent statistics, our entire wealth was
about $198 per head of the population, but of
this not one tenth part was represented, he
would not say by money, but by personal
property that could be realized under any
circumstances. The realized wealth of Eng-
land was $1,200 per head of the population,
or six times what it was here. So that even in
that view, twenty-five cents per head was in
proportion to our wealth about what a dollar
and a half per head was in England. But as
our wealth chiefiy consisted of farms which
could be not turned into money when we
pleased, 25 cents per head for military taxa-
tion here was much greater than even two
dollars per head in England. As colonists in
a new country, we had had to undergo all the
hardships incident to new settlements, and it
would be long before we were in a position to
enable us to bear precisely the same propor-
tionate share per head of taxation necessary

for the defence of the empire, as the people
of Great Britain must necessarily bear. He
denied also the doctrine that every colony
was bound to provide for its entire defence,
and that if it failed to do so it should be cast
off as of no value to the empire. When im-
perial Rome began to withdraw ber troops
from her outlying colonies, ber prestige was at
an end, and her power decayed. He believed
that the influence'of Great Britain, the wide
extent of her commerical transactions, and
the marvellous power she had acquired in
every corner of the earth, were chiefly at-
tributable to the extension of colonies of ber
own people in every quarter of the globe. He
thought the sooner we had an understanding
with the Imperial authorities as to the share
we were to bear of our defence, the better.
He confessed he was greatly pained and sur-
prised that the Government-the first Gov-
ernment of the Dominion-had not taken
steps to procure such an understanding as
would prevent the possiblity of any mistake
on this point arising in the future. They
should have got a committee of this Legis-
lature to consider the question before bring-
ing down a Militia Bill and a scheme of
fortifications; the one at the instance of the
Imperial Government; the other undertaken
with the hope that it might satisfy the Im-
perial Government, but with no assurance
from that Goverrment that they would ac-
cept it as a finality, and as what was justly
due from this Dominion to the Empire. It
would be remembered by the older residents
of Canada that, in order to defend the west-
ern portion of what was then Upper Canada
from aggression from without, the Rideau
Canal was constructed by the Imperial au-
thorities. But this was found quite insuffi-
cient. It was impossible, by means of it, to get
vessels on the lakes, that could be used for
purposes of defence. It was merely available
for transportation of military stores. The
Province then entered on the construction of
the Provincial canals, and the first conse-
quence was that the Imperial authorities
ceased to maintain a dockyard at Kingston,
and were now able to transport pretty large
gunboats to the Lakes when necessary. The
Canadian Government expended sixteen and
a quarter millions of dollars on its canals. It
had also expended on its railways 201
millions. Adding such works as the deepening
of Lake St. Peter to allow large vessels to
reach Montreal, it had spent nearly forty
millions in order to render communication
easy. We had thus placed at the disposal of
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the Imperial Government, means of easy
transportation to every part of the country,
and this appeared to him a fair element to be
taken into consideration, when we spoke of
the relative proportions of expenditure for
defence to be borne by the colony and by
Great Britain. As regarded the scheme of
fortifications, he might remark, that all the
British military officers who had reported on
the subject, made it clear in their reports that
the fortifications which they recommended
had but one object in view, viz., to enable the
British troops to escape in the easiest way
from the country. The Imperial Government
undertook to fortify Quebec, and then they
demanded of us an expenditure at Montreal
of something over two millions of dollars. This
was to be the point to which-to use the
language of one of the engineers-the British
troops could withdraw from the upper penin-
sula, when it should be overrun, as they
expected it to be by the American troops. But
there were to be fortifications also at Ham-
ilton, Toronto, and Kingston, that they
might, in the first instance, retreat to Ham-
ilton; then fall back on Toronto; then on
Kingston; and finally find shelter under the
guns of Montreal or Quebec. Now, if we were
to enter on a system of fortifications, he, for
one, would not consent to enter upon it with
any such object in view. If we were to
provide fortifications, they should be such as
would afford some reasonable security to the
people inhabiting the country. Why should we
subject ourselves to this serious expense for
fortifications, and at the saine time have it
plainly told us that the defence of the western
peninsula is to be left to the native militia,
and that the British troops are to make their
way eastward as fast as they can, till they
find security at Montreal or Quebec? With a
full knowledge of the country, he did not
hesitate to say that to spend five millions on
fortifications at the few points named would
be to spend them as uselessly as if the money
were thrown into the lake. Before undertaking
such a work we should first have concerted
action with the Imperial Government. If the
Government objected to entrusting the matter
to a committee of Parliament, let them appoint
a commission to inquire into the whole sub-
ject-to see where the works should be sit-
uated-what number of men they would
contain,-how they were to be armed,-what
garrisons would be required for their defence,
-and then, with all this information before
them, our Parliament could determine, in con-
cert with the Imperial Government how far

[Mr. Mackenzie (Lambton).]

we were to have a system of fortifications of
our own in conjunction with theirs. But to
rush in this helter skelter way into a expend-
iture of five millions on fortifications without
a distinct policy, was something which he
could not think this House would sanction.

He proceeded to show that the course pro-
posed by the Minister of Militia, in asking
these five millions to be voted, en bloc,
without detailed estimates as to how they
were to be expended, was without precedent,
and that a very different course was pursued
by the British Government when the House
of Commons was asked a few years ago to
vote money for coast fortifications in Eng-
land. If the House voted these five millions
the way proposed, it was clear what the
result would be. Contracts would be given
out, and it would be found that in every
instance they would exceed the sum estimat-
ed by probably double the amount. The ex-
penditure asked for the erection of these
buildings which were entirely under our own
control, was $817,000, yet they had cost $3,-
000,000 already, and it would take, at least, a
quarter million dollars more to finish them.
For the last fortifications erected at Kingston
by the Imperial authorities, the amount es-
timated at first was twenty-five thousand
pounds, but the actual expenditure amounted
to fifty thousand pounds.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said there were now
works not in the original estimates.

Mr. Mackenzie asked what new works?

Sir J. A. Macdonald-The water battery.

Mr. Mackenzie said the water battery was
in the original estimate. He knew al about it.
(Hear, hear). He was satisfied that if the
fortifications were undertaken, as he pre-
sumed they must be if a necessity, by Mili-
tary Engineers from Britain, we should have
to pay not five millions, but nearly ten mil-
lions, before they were finished, and he for
one was not willing to enter into the matter
in the blind way the Government proposed.
He asked the other night some information
about the agreement which the Minister of
Militia stated had been entered into. On ques-
tioning the honourable gentleman, it turned
out that the only information for the state-
ment about an agreement was that four
members of the late Government of Canada
had had a conversation with certain Imperial
authorities and had expressed their belief
that the Canadian people would do certain
things. It was ultimately arranged, however,

April 23, 1868



COMMONS DEBATES

as appeared from the correspondence which
had been brought down, that the whole ques-
tion should be remitted to the first Legisla-
ture of the Dominion. It appeared also that
the interview of the authorities of the Mili-
tary and Colonial offices was only with some
of the delegates from Canada who had no
authority from Parliament to make any such
arrangements, and that the delegates from
the other provinces had no part in it. He had
observed, and he regretted to say it, a dispo-
sition in this first session of the first Parlia-
ment of the Dominion to be exceedingly
careless about the manner in which the pub-
lic money was voted and distributed. If this
course were persisted in disaster would be
brought upon the Confederacy, which we had
gone into with the hope that it would im-
prove the financial position of all the colo-
nies. He knew, as regarded the Government
of the late Province of Canada, that with
reference to most of the contracts into which
they entered, the rule requiring then to be
submitted to Parliament had been sys-
tematically violated; and from the tactics
pursued by this Government he should not be
at all surprised to find that they had followed
the old practices, and made contracts with
individuals for a term of years, without sub-
mitting them to this House. (Hear, hear). He
did not think that it was necessary for him to
examine critically the Bill which was im-
mediately before the House. It was almost
enough to say that all the gentlemen who had
spoken, except two, and one of these the
honourable member for Laval, who, so far as
his recollection went, never opposed any
measure brought down by gentlemen oppos-
ite (Laughter), all the gentlemen on both
sides, who had spoken, had intimated their
disapproval of the Bill; characterizing it, in
fact, as a Bill intended to destroy the volun-
teer force. To his mind, the Bill resembled a
paste-board castle, erected with half-inch lath
and with a gunboat run out, to make believe
that it was a veritable fortification; but any
one could take a cudgel, knock it to pieces,
and find no one behind it but the Minister of
Militia, and his long staff, of which the
honourable gentleman behind him had spok-
en. (Laughter). The honourable gentleman
proposed to get a force of 40,000 men, partly
on the volunteer principle, and partly by
conscription. He begged to tell the honourable
gentleman that he could not have a volunteer
force under this Bill. In this matter, he (Mr.
Mackenzie) attached much weight to the
opinion of volunteer officers. He had received

communications from three commandants in
the West, who were out with their battalions
during the Fenian invasion, and every one of
them expressed the opinion in the strongest
language, that the Bill, if not designed to kill
the volunteer system, would have that effect.

Mr. Mackenzie here referred to the dis-
paraging manner in which the honourable
member for Lennox had spoken of the con-
duct of the volunteers during the Fenian raid,
and said that if the honourable gentleman
had been a witness of the enthusiasm they
displayed, and the excellent state of drill in
which they were, he would have spoken dif-
ferently. He was satisfied that the unfortunate
events in the neighbourhood of Fort Erie
were attributable to a great extent to the fact
that some of the officers who commanded
were new to the task, and it was most
fortunate for us that the Fenian force were
nearly as badly officered as our own. The
honourable member had also stated that since
1862 we had only had twenty thousand
volunteers, at a cost of $300 per head. He
forgot that the men who formed the compa-
nies changed every two or four years, and
that instead of twenty thousand drilled men,
we have at the present moment fifty thou-
sand men, who had been drilled in the volun-
teer force; but if this Bill, in its present
shape, went into operation, he ventured to
say that in five years it would not give five
thousand drilled men, if men were to be
gathered from all the concessions of a large
township, and drilled for e.ight or even six-
teen days in a year. Would any one imagine
that that would ever make them drilled men?
Under the present system, though volunteers
had only been paid for sixteen days' drill,
there was nearly a company which, by drill-
ing in the mornings and evenings, had not
drilled thirty or forty days in the year. The
active militia to be organized by this Bill
would not have such opportunities.

Sir G. E. Cartier said the honourable gen-
tleman was not aware of the operation of the
law as it now stood. At present volunteers
were not obliged to be drilled more than 16
days yearly; but besides that they were
obliged, at the command of their captain, to
turn out on extra occasions, and the same
provisions would apply to the service compa-
nies.

Mr. Mackenzie would only say that if the
honourable gentleman meant to compel the
active militia to drill at the caprice of a
commander in the way alluded to, he (the
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Minister of Militia) would find his mistake.
He (Mr- Mackenzie) believed that there was
no method of obtaining an active force to be
used immediately, at ail comparable with that
of cultivating the volunteer force; and instead
of throwing discouragement in the way and
placing them in an unequal position as com-
pared with the active militia, the volunteer
ought to be specially favoured, in order that
the organization should be kept up, and that
the Government might have the force at their
disposal whenever needed. The honourable
member for Lennox, in the course of his
speech, had gone a little out of the way in
asserting that the course pursued by the
majority in 1862 had resulted in lowering
Canadian securities in the English market. He
(Mr. Mackenzie) did not at ail desire to
introduce this topic, and the honourable
member who had chosen to do so must be
responsible for the consequences. Any honou-
rable gentleman belonging to the former
Parliament of Canada was well aware that, at
the time this fall of securities took place, the
leading journal in England, the London
"Times", represented in the strongest possible
language the extreme character of the then
existing Canadian administration in their
tendency to extravagance, and pointed out
that while the grossest corruption was carried
on by the Government of the day, it was not
possible that Canadian securities could be
kept up. That he believed was the true cause
to which was owing the decline in public
securities at that time. He had only further to
say that it was of course their duty to pro-
vide for the defence of the country, and for
his part he was sincerely desirous of coope-
rating with the Government in the production
of a Bill having for its object the mainte-
nance of a proper military force in the Do-
minion; but, as he had intimated, he was not
prepared to adopt all the provisions of the
present Bill. He did not complain of the
amount of money expended for the practical
purposes of drill. In that respect, it seemed to
him the measure did not go far enough. But
the real feature of the Bill was the extrava-
gance of the expenditure at Headquarters. It
had been well said by the honourable gentle-
man from Monck that the great feature of the
Bill was too much staff. It seemed to him that
the results to be obtained were too dearly
bought, and he trusted that Government
would consent to modify the Bill in the
directions he had indicated, and would also
consent to reduce their extravagant expendi-
ture in connection with the military and civil

[Mr. Mackenzie (Lambton).]

staff for the administration of affairs connect-
ed with these 40,000 men. He would most
cheerfully support such a measure as would
relieve the country from the incubus imposed
by the measure before the House. With re-
gard to the question of fortification-if the
Minister of Militia proceeded as he had in-
dictated, he (Mr. Mackenzie) might possibly
have to propose something also for the adop-
tion of the House, and would at all events
relieve himself from the position of consent-
ing to a project at once the most expensive
and useless. (Loud cheers).

Hon. Mr. Gray, in reply to the member for
Lambton, said that while the honourable
member asserted that 25 cents a head in
Canada were equal to $2 in England for
military purposes, he had given no statistics
whatever in support of his position.

Mr. Cartwright repudiated the idea that he
had disparaged the volunteer force. What he
had said was, that while the volunteers de-
served every credit for their zeal and efficien-
cy, such a force was not adequate to the
proper defence of the country.

Mr. Bodwell-Mr. Speaker, the Hon. Minis-
ter of Militia, in introducing this measure,
told the House that he had been engaged
at various times during his public life in
great matters pertaining to the interests of
this country-that he had had something to
do with ail the great measures brought before
Parliament for a great many years-and that
because this was one of the great measures
that was to come under the consideration of
the House of Commons, he felt an earnest
desire to have something to do with it. Now, I
am quite willing to give the honourable gen-
tleman credit for all the "big things" he has
done for Canada, and I am bound to say that
he has displayed an energy and an ability
which entitle him to a very great deal of
credit. But I fail to see that this Bill entitles
that great amount of ability and sagacity
which the honourable gentleman has dis-
played in dealing with other important ques-
tions. We often hear the Hon. Minister of
Militia say, when he is attacked on any
particular measure, or when any knotty ques-
tion is proposed to him, that he is "very
glad." The oftener such attacks are made, and
the more biting the sarcasms that are heaped
on the honourable gentleman, the more em-
phatically he declares he is "very glad."
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(Hear, hear, and laughter.) He is bound, like
Mark Tapley, under all circumstances to be
jolly. (Lagghter.) And now, when he has got
to this Militia question, judging from the
severe criticisms heaped upon his measure,
not only by his opponents but by his friends,
I think it is apparent to all, and the honoura-
ble gentleman must feel that the circum-
stances are sufficiently trying to test fully his
power of being jolly under difficulties; but I
would not be surprised, if, like his prototype,
he were to find it convenient, or otherwise be
under the necessity of very soon retreating
from his celebrated City of Eden on paper.
(Hear, hear.) It appears to me that the
amount proposed in this Bill to be expended,
and upon this systein of defence, is greater
than the results likely to flow from it would
warrant us in undertaking at the present
time. There are two or three questions which
present themselves prominently before us,
when we begin to speak of the defences of
the country. The first question which natural-
ly presents itself, is this-what force and
what defensive works are really necessary for
the defence of this country under the circum-
stances in which we find ourselves? Secondly,
what would be the cost of such works of
defence, and the maintenance of such a
force? And, thirdly, will the circumstances of
the country, and the resources at our com-
mand, warrant us in undertaking that expen-
diture? The honourable gentleman proposes
by this Bill to provide a force o! 40,000 men,
and to give a certain amount of training to a
large number of the Militia of the country, as
a sort of support to this force. Now, I suppose
he does not pretend to say that 40,000 men
would be sufficient to defend the Dominion of
Canada against the only nation from whom
we have anything to fear in the way of
offensive warfare. I refer, of course, to the
United States. I presume that the honourable
gentleman anticipates that this force of 40,000
men would simply act as an advance guard,
to be supported by the trained Militia, in case
of an attack being made on our country, and
that it would answer at the same time as a
sort of police force to maintain quiet within
our own borders, and prevent any damage
being done by any marauders who might be
induced under various circumstances and for
various reasons to make an attack on our
liberties, as in the case of the Fenian invasion
of 1866. Now, the question naturally arises,
whether the proposition of the Minister of
Militia, in reference to the training of these
40,000 men, would be likely to give then that

efficiency which they would require in order
to make them an effective force for the
defence of the country. He proposes by this
Bill to give them a training of from 8 to 16
days per annum. I have had the pleasure of
conversing with a large number of officers of
the volunteer force in various parts of the
country, and I may be permitted to say here
that, in the County of Oxford, the South
Riding of which I have the honour to repre-
sent in this House, we have not been behind
in keeping up the volunteer force of the
country, for that County has turned out its
thirteen companies, as fine a body of men,
and as well drilled, perhaps, as any in
Canada-hear, hear)-so that I have had
frequent opportunities of meeting with offi-
cers who have been engaged in the volunteer
service for the last five or six years, and the
universal expression of opinion from those
officers to me has been that 8 or 16 days' drill
would be simply time thrown away when
expended upon men with the view of making
them anything like efficient soldiers. The uni-
versal opinion expressed to me has been that
a longer time should be occupied in drilling,
that at least a month's training would be
necessary, and that not in the ordinary way
of calling out men for drill for an hour or
two a day in the vicinity of their own homes
-but that they should go into camp for a
certain time, and that, too, for more than
eight or even sixteen days, if anything is to
be accomplished. It appears to me, therefore,
that this portion of the Bill is open to very
serious objection. In saying so, I do not speak
from personal knowledge, but from what I
have heard from gentlemen experienced in
the matter, and fully competent to give an
opinion. Further, it appears to me that the
position in which this Bill places the volun-
teers in reference to the Militia, is very
unfavourable to the volunteers; and the chief
objection I have to the details of the Bill, to
say nothing of its general principle, is that it
strikes at the very root of the volunteer
movement in Canada. (Hear, hear.) The opin-
ion expressed by such volunteer officers as I
have had the pleasure of conversing with on
the subject, is, that it will totally destroy the
volunteer force of the country. And I venture
to say that if this Bill passes in its present
form, without modification, two-thirds of the
volunteer officers will at once resign their
commands. (Hear, hear.) They look upon it as
not only calculated to destroy the force, but
as an insult to themselves, because the Bill
entirely ignores the existing volunteer force
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and their past services. No one can have
witnessed the efforts put forth by our volun-
teer officers to keep up this force at great
personal sacrifice, and in many instances at
great expense to themselves, and their zeal to
out to defend the country when it was in
danger-no one can have witnessed the alac-
rity with which they brought their companies
into the field for the defence of their country
in 1866-and then view this Bill ignoring
their efficiency, their past services, and their
claims on the country, without feeling with
them that a direct insult has been offered
them, and a stigma placed upon their former
self-sacrificing and praiseworthy efforts for
the defence of the country. (Hear, hear.) I
hold, too, that this Bill does not make suffi-
cient provision for the payment of volunteers.
I hold that the system of conscription, as
proposed in this Bill, is not the system which
ought to be adopted in this country. I think
encouragement ought to be given to the
volunteer movement. I have no hesitation in
expressing my belief that, if proper encour-
agement were given to the volunteers who
are now in the field, and if proper encourage-
ment were held out to others to induce them
to volunteer, there would be no difficulty, the
moment the country was in danger, or even
in time of peace, in raising 40,000 or even
80,000 volunteers in the Province of old
Canada alone. (Hear, hear.) But what do we
see? The Minister of Militia comes down and
offers to these men-taken from their em-
ployments, many of them being dependent on
their daily labour for the support of them-
selves and their families, and brought into
the field for drill for 8 or 16 days-offers
them the munificent sum of 50 cents a day,
and allows them to provide their own rations
out of that. The honourable gentleman has
stated that he is willing to make his Bill
more expensive if he can get the sanction of
the House to such a proceeding. I advocate,
however, not the laying out of more money,
but a different distribution of the money
proposed to be expended. I think 25,000 men
well drilled, as they should be for the pur-
poses for which these men are sought to be
trained, would be more efficient, and would
do greater service to the country than 40,000
men trained in the manner proposed in this
Bill. I think 20,000 or 25,000 men so trained
would be sufficient for the purpose of repell-
ing any slight invasion which might be
planned against us by filibusters from the
United States-and when we speak of any-
thing further than that, when we speak of an

[Mr. Bodwef (Oxford South).]

invasion by the people of the United States in
case of war between the two countries, 40,000
men would be about as much consequence as
20,000 when opposed to the army of the
United States. And, while on this point, I
may say that I look upon a war with the
United States as only a mere possibility, and
that in a very remote degree. It is within the
bounds of possibility, but it is far from being
among the probabilities. (Hear, hear.)

The honourable gentleman was here inter-
rupted by the arrival of six o'clock, when the
Speaker left the Chair till half past seven.

After recess,

Mr. Bodwell resumed his remarks. He
said:-Mr. Speaker, when you left the Chair I
was remarking that I thought it extremely
improbable that a war would occur betwen
the United States and Great Britain. The
relationships which exist between Great
Britain and Canada on the one hand, and the
people of the United States on the other, are
now such as to forbid almost the possibility
of a war between them. Our common origin,
our social relations, and especially our com-
mercial relations, all tend against such a
possibility. United by a common interest, nei-
ther the people of the United States nor the
people of Great Britain can afford to become
involved in serious differences with each oth-
er. Some questions may arise in which there
may be matters of disagreement, but in the
case of free and enlightened nations like
Great Britain and the United States, with
interests so intimately connected, I apprehend
that means will be found to settle such differ-
ences without appealing to the stern arbitra-
ment of war. The commercial relations of the
United States with Great Britain are such as
to make it the interest of both to preserve
peace between the two countries at almost
any cost. You have only to refer to the
statistics of the commercial transactions be-
tween the two countries to be convinced of
this. I quote, with regard to the exports from
the United States, a report of the Secretary of
the Treasury, giving the statistics of trade
and navigation for the year ending 30th June,
1866. At page 395, I find that the exports
from the United States in that year, no less a
sun than $327,268,765 represented the exports
to England; $4,441,928 the exports to Scotland;
$5,973,996 those to Ireland; to Canada, $15,-
333,552; to the other British American Prov-
inces on the Atlantic coast, $10,228,785; to the
British West Indies, $7,305,812; to Australia,
$6,050,532, and to other dependencies of Great
Britain a sufficient amount to make up in the
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aggregate the large sum of $383,171,206 to
Great Britain and her dependencies; while
the total exports from the United States in
that year amounted to $550,684,277, leaving
only $167,513,071 as the exports from the
United States to all other countries put to-
gether-showing that about three-fourths of
the total exports of the United States for the
year ending 30th June, 1866, went to Great
Britain and her dependencies. (Hear, hear.)
And the imports into the United States show
a state of trade between those countries
scarcelyless striking. We have at page 364 of
the same report, the total imports of the
United States stated at $437,640,354, while the
imports from Great Britain and her depen-
dencies summed up $270,403,089, or about
three-fifths of the total imports of the United
States. These proportions, however, of the
imports and exports to and from the United
States in that year, are not so striking in
their bearing on the trade with Great Britain
and her dependencies as those that would be
shown by an examination of the trade re-
turns before the war. If I am not mistaken,
nearly nineteen-twentieths of the total ex-
ports of the United States were made to
Great Britain and her dependencies. Now, I
venture to say that two countries so depend-
ent on one another, and at the same time
possessing feelings in common with each oth-
er in their tendencies and enterprises, are not
likely to differ seriously, their interests are
too completely wrapped up in each other. I
think it appears quite evident from the sta-
tistics I have quoted, that there is no
likelihood-at least that it is no more than
among the most remote possibilities-that
such a thing as war with the United States
could occur. (Hear, hear.) But, coming back to
the point I was dealing with before this
digression, I would say that if a war with the
United States is improbable, the next ques-
tion that arises is, what amount of force is
necessary to preserve internal peace, and to
protect the country against raids of filibusters
on our borders I apprehend the force pro-
vided in this Bill-40,000 men-is ample for
this purpose, and I am quite clear also that a
less number than 40,000, if properly drilled,
equipped and armed, would be ample for the
purposes of protection and preserving inter-
nal peace. But it is idle to speak of 40,000
men as being anything like sufficient to pro-
tect this country against the armies of the
United States in the event of war. What is
sought to be provided by this Bill, I presume
there is an advance guard to be supported, in
case of necessity, by a properly organized

Militia. If the Minister of Militia thinks that
the cost of 40,000 men better paid and better
trained than he proposes by this Bill, would
be more than the country is able to bear, he
had better reduce the number, and give the
force a better training than is here proposed,
or reduce the enormous staff, and apply the
expense thereof to the better payment of the
men, for it must be borne in mind that only
about $200,000 of the $900,000 of expenditure
which the Bill provides for will go to the
men. (Hear, hear.) 'I am satisfied there would
be no necessity for a conscription if proper
encouragement were given to the volunteers.
Properly arm, equip and pay the volunteers,
and recognize their past services, which by
this Bill are entirely Ignored, and you will
have as many volunteers as the country re-
quires for any purpose. In this connection
there is one point in the Bill to which I
would wish particularly to draw the attention
of the Hon. Minister of Militia. The tern of
service of the volunteers is put down at three
years, while the term of service of the draft-
ed men is put down at two years. But there is
a provision that the volunteer may resign on
giving six months' notice, and what I wish
particularly to draw the attention of the Hon.
Minister of Militia to, is, that this will be
found to give an opportunity to men to es-
cape military service altogether. Suppose it is
known that a draft is to take place on a
certain day, a number of the men in the
military district who know they will be liable
to the draft, may go forward and volunteer,
and as soon as the draft is over, they will
give the six months' notice and thus escape
serving until the next draft takes place.

Sir George E. Cartier-We keep the six
months' notice in the Bill just as it is in the
existing law. The only difference is to reduce
the period of the service of the volunteers
from five years to three years. By this law a
volunteer is allowed to leave by giving six
months' notice, but that -does not apply to the
formation of service companies from parties
who do not volunteer.

Mr. Bodwell-The honourable gentleman
does not meet the point. I said a party rnight
avoid the draft by entering a regular volun-
teer company, and as soon as the draft was
over, give notice that he would retire from
the force at the end of six months, and thus
escape military service.

Sir George E. Cartier-He will be caught
another time.
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Mr. Bodwell-He might do the same thing
over again if another draft should take place.
(Hear, hear.) It appears to me a larger
amount of pay might be given to the volun-
teers and their officers, and if the expense
should become too great, then, as I said
before, the number might be reduced, and the
expense kept within bounds. Those who are
not willing to sacrifice their time by enrolling
themselves in volunteer companies to make
themselves efficient for the defence of their
country, are not in a position, nor do I believe
there is a disposition to demand that those
who are willing should do so without remu-
neration, and it appears to me that the pay
proposed is altogether too little. I think the
volunteers should be paid at least 75 cents a
day for their services. The equipments aof the
volunteer companies in the past have been
such as to disgrace those who have had the
control of this department; with proper pay,
proper equipments and proper encourage-
ment, you would find the draft altogether
unnecessary to keep up ample force for the
defence of the country under ordinary cir-
cunstances. And then there should be proper
provision for enrolling the Militia of the
country, so that when an emergency did arise
the volunteers should be backed up by the
Militia. Another object should be to adopt
some means to place in the hands of the
inhabitants of this country, at a cheap rate,
say at prime cost, the most approved arms in
use at the present time, and to encourage
Rifle Associations, so that they may become
expert in the use of such arms. Means might
also be taken to introduce into our common
schools a system of military training. There is
no time when a person will easier acquire a
knowledge of military tactics than in the
earlier years of life, and I have no doubt that
the boys in our common schools would take
to military training and discipline with an
aptitude that would secure to the country
when these boys grew up, men efficient in mili-
tary discipline and ready to do military service
to the country. Assuming a measure might
be adopted, if properly considered, which
would secure these provisions for defence
under ordinary circumstances, I will revert
briefly to the question of fortifications. I do
not intend to go at length into this subject,
but one or two questions connected with it sug-
gest themselves to me at the present moment.
I know that there is a feeling that the require-
ments of the British Government should be
met in this particular case. There is an idea
in some quarters that if a man objects to

anything which emanates from the statesmen
of Great Britain, he is to be set down without
further ceremony as disloyal. 1 conceive that
true loyalty does not consist in devotion to an
abstract ideas, or to a particular system, nor to
slavish deference to the opinions of men
high in power, but in devotion to the best
interests of the country in which we live,
and in seeking, as far as practicable, the full
development of its resources. And if a de-
mand is made upon us for any work which is
beyond our means, we have the right, I think,
as a free people, to question the propriety of
undertaking such a work. I presume there is
not an honourable member in this House but
is anxious to maintain the connection which
exists between the mother country and the
New Dominion. I presume there is not an
individual among us but would deprecate the
idea of anything like a severance of that
connection, and would be willing to make
almost any amount of sacrifice to strengthen
the bonds which unite us to the mother
country. And I venture to say you will find
few men in the whole Dominion of Canada
who are not devotedly attached to the Gov-
ernment of Great Britain and to the institu-
tions of our country as at present constituted.
But it does not follow from this as a matter
of course that we are bound to adopt without
question any system which is suggested to us
by public men in England, no matter what
the expense of that system may be--even
though that suggestion may be made and
accompanied by the pressure of the alterna-
tive sometimes put by English statesmen and
the public press, of either adopting such
suggestions, or of the severance of our con-
nection with the mother country. And, when
we are called upon to expend $3,000,OO in
fortifications, we are entitled to ask whether
such works are likely to be of any practical
utility to the country in the way of effecting
the object they have in view, and, if not, we
are entitled to question the propriety of ex-
pending so large a sum upon them. I think it
is idle to suppose that the fortifications
proposed here are going to secure the country
against invasion by the people of the United
States. It may be unpalatable to some, and
unpopular for a person to admit that we, a
people of three and a half millions, are not
able to set at defiance, and menace and insult,
and sustain ourselves in menacing and in-
sulting a people of thirty-five millions upon
our borders. But no one can look at the
geographical position of this country, and
come to any other conclusion than that its
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defence against invasion in a war between
the United States and Great Britain is for the
time being a matter of impossibility. (Marks
of dissent.) In saying this, I do not wish to be
misunderstood. In the case of a war with the
United States, the Western Peninsula would
in the first instance be swept by the American
forces. But no one who knows the resources
of Great Britain and the United States, can
doubt what would be the ultimate result of a
contest between them. The battle would be
mainly fought on the ocean, and there is no
question that ultimately the Government of
the United States would be compelled to
leave us in possession of our liberties and of
our territory. But for the time being-and,
Mr. Speaker, there is no sense in our at-
tempting to conceal from ourselves the hard
logic of facts-there can be no doubt that the
Western Peninsula would be swept by the
American forces in spite of all the fortifica-
tions that can be erected with five millions of
dollars. I do not believe that this state of
things could exist for any length of time.
Although we should be the sufferers in the
meantime, ultimately there can be no doubt
that the position of the British Empire, and
of ourselves as a portion of it, would be
vindicated. But there is no use in concealing
from ourselves obvious facts, nor deceiving
ourselves by ignoring in our calculations the
real strength of our neighbours or our own
means of defence, and I say it is utterly futile
to undertake such works of fortification as
are proposed by the Minister of Militia; with
the idea that they would prevent the success-
ful invasion of the Western frontier of the
Peninsula. They would only, as the honoura-
ble member for Lambton (Mr. Mackenzie)
justly remarked, afford way-stations by
which the British troops might be gradually
withdrawn from the front in case of want of
success. The question then arises, if the for-
tifications proposed by the Minister of Militia
would be insufficient, what fortifications
would be sufficient? I apprehend the re-
sources of this country would not warrant us
in undertaking a system of fortifications that
would secure us against a temporarily
successful invasion in the contingency of war.
I apprehend the true defence of this country
consists in the loyalty and devotion of the
people to its best interests; and it would be, I
think, injudiclous in the extreme for us to
undertake such a system of defence as would
cripple the energies of this young country. If
we want a happy, contented and loyal peo-
ple we must make them so by the kind of

legislation introduced into and carried
through this Parliament, by the wise devel-
opment of the resources of the country, and
by building up such institutions, and having
such a prudent system of Govermnent, as will
contribute to the prosperity, progress and
contentment of the people. (Hear, hear.) If all
this is well attended to, I apprehend no
difficulty in securing our country against any
enemy that might be induced to assail us-for
a people devoted to the institutions of their
country, loyal in heart, and strong in arm,
are not to be subdued by any enemy. (Hear,
hear.) But if you go into a system of defence
and fortifications, the expense of which will
sap the very life-blood out of the people-if
you burden them with a system of taxation
that is oppressive beyond bearing-you make
them discontented and unhappy, and what
then will your fortifications amount to? I
venture the opinion, Sir, that there is a
danger in the proposition of the Minister of
Militia, of bringing about the very thing
which he seeks to avoid. The object of a
system of defence against a possible invasion
on the part of the people of the United States,
is to prevent the possibility of our being
brought under the control of the American
Government. But, if you adopt such a system
as will cripple the development of the coun-
try, check the flow of immigration, and crush
the people down under a burden of taxation
which they are not able to bear, you will
cause the people to consider very gravely the
other alternative, of falling into the arms of
the United States, and you precipitate the
very state of things voluntarily on the part of
the people, which you seek to avoid by the
erection of fortifications. I yield to no man in
devotion to the interests of the country of my
birth, and of the empire to which we belong,
and there is nothing I would wish more to
avoid than anything like a disruption of the
component parts of that empire-and with
that view what I would seek to accomplish is
the building up of this country, the develop-
ment of its resources, and the establishment
of institutions which will secure the well-
being of its people, that we may have in our
institutions and in our nationality something
to be proud of as a people, something for
which we are ready to spill the last drop of
our blood in its defense. (Cheers.) But this
will not be realized, if we undertake more
than we are able to accomplish. I think it is
high time for the representatives of the peo-
ple in this Parliament to consider whither we
are drifting at the present moment. I ask you
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to take into consideration the present state of
this country from a financial point of view,
and see whether we are not, in our new-born
dignity-in the importance we attach to our-
selves under this new constitution-whether
we are not going into a system of extrava-
gance, which will bring about a deplorable
state of affairs in this Dominion. (Hear,
hear.) We are entering this new state of
things with a debt hanging over our heads,
amounting in the aggregate, including the
debts of the different Provinces, to $82,200,-
000. Then we propose to expend on works of
fortifications, $5,000,000; on the Intercolonial
Railway, $20,000,000; probably, in the acquisi-
tion of the North-West, not less than $5,000,-
000; there is every probability from the esti-
mates brought down, and the state of trade in
the country, that there will be a deficit of
$2,000,000 for the year ending 30th June,
1868; add $10,000,000 of extras on the In-
tercolonial Railway, and $5,000,000 on the
fortifications, if undertaken on the proposi-
tion of the Minister of Militia; and you have
a total burden of indebtedness on this coun-
try, with a population of only three and a
half millions, $135,000,000, without there hav-
ing been anything in the shape of war to
bring on such a state of indebtedness. (Hear,
hear.) I ask, when we are doubling our debts
in the first Parliament of this Dominion,
when we are adding to the burdens of the
people at such a rate, ought we not to pause
and consider whether the works proposed by
the Hon. Baronet at the head of the Militia
Department are required for the defence of
the country at this moment, before we rush
blindly at anybody's dictum into this scheme.
I have no objection to our doing what lies in
our power to meet the requirements of Great
Britain, and to secure the proper defence of
the country, and the means of defending it, in
case of invasion. But I think it utter folly to
throw our whole resources into a system of
defence, when there is no probability of a
war taking place with any enemy that could
materially affect us. (Hear, hear.) I do not
propose to occupy the time of the House any
further on this subject. I merely wish to
throw out these remarks and suggestions, and
think if they have not the merit of being
based on military experience, they will at
least commend themselves to the common
sense of the House and of the people of this
country, who look with grave apprehension
for our future on the enormous taxes that
will be required to keep up the system of
extravagance which is being inaugurated in
this new Dominion. (Cheers.)

[Mr. Bodwell (Oxford South).]

Mr. Blanchet said what we required in the
country was not a standing army, but that we
should have every man ready in an emergen-
cy to fight the battles of this country. No one
was more willing than himself to acknowl-
edge the good that had been done during the
past three or four years by the volunteers,
but it must be remembered that that force
could only be kept in times of excitement. He
paid a high compliment to the volunteers of
the old Province of Canada, particularly in
that part now called Ontario, but the system
did not sufficiently extend itself into the rural
districts; and the Bill before the House would
remedy the fault. He was glad to find that the
organization of the Sedentary Militia, which
had done such good service in 1812, had been
provided for, and he considered the training
which it was proposed to give the officers
would be of great benefit. This branch of the
service cost comparatively nothing, but in the
event of war they could be brought into the
field, and in a short time receive such train-
ing as would enable them to support the
active force effectively. It had been the
peculiarity of great nations to believe a great
destiny was before them, and this very belief
helped to make this destiny great. We in this
New Dominion should accustom ourselves to
believe this would be a great country, and if
we would have it so we must prepare to
defend it.

Dr. Parker said, we were standing at the
commencement of our existence as a Do-
minion, and it was assumed that we had to
adopt a system of defence suited to the Do-
minion. It did not appear to him that the
Government had considered this question
with that attention which its importance
demanded, and which the various in-
terests involved in it imperatively required
that it should receive. Among the several
systems of defence there were chiefly two;
the continental system or that of Europe, and
the American system that which prevailed in
the United States before the American war.
The continental one of constantly arming and
preparing for war had led to the most disas-
trous results, and produced more internal
weaknesses and premature decay than all the
evils together under which Europe laboured.
Yet this was the system the Government
proposed to introduce, not heeding the fact
that in Europe, Prussia, the nation which had
best husbanded her resources, had won the
most briliant victories of modern times; and
not heeding the wonderful progress in mili-
tary science made by Americans also within
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the past few years. Till then, like Prussia, the
United States had wisely husbanded their
resources, and when the time for war came
they put forth their strength with such effect
as in a year or two made them one of the
foremost military nations of the world. Why
could not this example have been followed,
rather than one which had led to most im-
poverishing results. Again, if war should
come, he believed they would at once find the
necessity for having had definite relations
with the mother country on the question of
defence and expenditure for war purposes.
This was a matter which had not been at-
tended to by the Government, and it was one
on which a misunderstanding must almost
inevitably arise; and hence it was to be
regretted that it had not been settled at the
outset. As then no offensive war was contem-
plated by the Dominion, 40,000 men must be
a repelling force and, as a defensive force
from border raids, such as that of 1866, it was
altogether too costly and in excess of what
was needed, while on the other hand, if
intended as a nucleus of preparation, for
possible war with the United States, it was
futile and miserably inefficient. For such a
purpose, all the elements of an army were, in
reality, requisite. In either case, he consid-
ered the measure an act of the most mon-
strous folly ever proposed to be perpetrated
on any people. He then contrasted the
organization proposed under this Bill, with
the existing system. In the first place,
the volunteer organization was, undoubtedly,
one which would be regarded with most
favour by the people. They would dislike the
force proposed by this Bill, because service
would be compulsory and because, on the
very face of it, the inefficiency of the measure
as a whole was patent. According to the Bill
now under consideration these 40,000 men
went out at the end of the two years after
having received a few hours drill yearly, and
would be then as incompetent almost as the
40,000 who would be called on to fill their
places. The system, altogether, was a most
inefficient substitute for the existing one. This
had admirably answered the purpose for
which it was designed, and had the Gov-
ernment encouraged it, they might at any
time have been able to get together 50,000
men, better drilled, more zealous and more
willing and able to defend their country than
the men now to be enrolled. He would not
oppose the Bill on the second reading, but if
certain alterations were not made in it at an
ensuing stage, he would take the responsibili-

ty of moving an amendment. As to the for-
tification question, that was one which he
would discuss when it came properly before
the House.

Mr. Thompson (North Ontario) concurred
in the views of previous speakers, that the
effect of the proposed system would be to
destroy the volunteer force. That force, he
regretted to say, had not been sufficiently
encouraged. Had more attention been paid to
promote its efficiency, the people of the Do-
minion would be far better off with it, than
they would be with the proposed inlitia.

Mr. Grant said it was all very well for
honourable gentlemen to find fault, but it was
easier to do that than frame a Bill. He
thought the Minister of Militia deserved cred-
it for his measure, and he hoped that he
would see to it that, in connection with the
force, a proper medical staff were organized.
He would have much pleasure in voting for
the second reading of the Bill, believing that
in Committee the Minister of Militia would
consent to any necessary amendments being
made in order to increase the efficiency of the
force.

Mr. Young would not follow on the ground
taken by those who had preceded him; but
would confine himself more particularly to
the scheme of defence brought down by the
Government. That seheme proposed a com-
plete revolution. He contrasted it with the
system hitherto prevailing. For the first time
on this continent the germs of the European
military system were to be introduced; con-
scription was to replace the volunteer system;
and they were to have fortified cities and
garrisons placed in them; so that, in almost
every respect, their system was to be a copy
of that obtaining on the Continent of Europe.
To his mind, the change was not only al-
together unwarrantable, but was one which
must in the end, prove most disastrous. When
it became known that, in the Dominion, the
system of conscription was to prevail, whe-
reas in the United States it did not, then the
little immigration coming to this land at pres-
ent, would soon become smaller by degrees
and beautifully less. Besides, he regarded this
measure as but a commencement. The end,
they did not see. The system would, by-and-
by, be expanded, and so would their for-
tifications, until there was no saying where
the limit would be. The cost of the proposed
system was, undoubtedly, a very material
consideration, and, added to the existing debt
of the Dominion, there would be an enormous
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expenditure created, such as must very mate-
rially overburden the country. The honour-
able gentleman next pointed out the inefficien-
cy of the measure, as one designed to call out
a large force for the defence of the country.
If this Bill became law, his belief was that in
one year, not only would they have no volun-
teers, but they would have no force whatever
which could be relied on in time of danger.
He thought there had never been a Bill
introduced into the Parliament of Canada
which would give the country less value for
its money. If the Government really desired
to create an efficient force beyond question,
they ought to abandon their present scheme,
and maintain and encourage their volunteers.
Rifle Associations ought to be fostered, and
the ordinary militia should be thoroughly
enrolled, and placed in such a state as would
enable the authorities to call them out in
twenty-four or forty-eight hours. Once com-
mence such a system as that now introduced,
and it would be found no easy matter to
revert to a more moderate and less expensive
scheme.

Hon. Stewart Campbell said that he did not
propose, at that stage, to enter into a discus-
sion of the details of the measure. Assuming
the general statement to be that some such
measure was necessary in reference to their
status, and the position they were in future to
occupy in the world. With regard to the
details of the measure there might be differ-
ences of opinion, but he thought that honou-
rable gentlemen generally should have
afforded every facility for the measure going
into Committee instead of prolonging the
debate at that stage as has been done.
As to the statement of the member for
Lambton that the reports of English En-
gineers on the fortifications, showed that
the main object in constructing these works
was to enable the British soldiers more
security to retreat, lie (Mr. Campbell) regard-
ed such an interpretation of the reports as a
libel, and one wholly unwarranted. He did
not believe that the British authorities ever
had that object principally in view, so far as
these fortifications were concerned. With re-
gard to the militia system, he would say, that
the establishment and maintenance of a
sound system of militia would be one of the
best guarantees they could have for peace,
and it was only a wise and prudent policy for
the Government to initiate such a measure as
this. He did not agree with the honourable
member for Lambton that the only danger to
be apprehended was from filibusters, or raid-
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ers, such as those who crossed the line in
1866. He was convinced that one of the doc-
trines most firmly held by the citizens of the
United States was, that the whole boundless
continent was theirs, and that article of their
policical creed might yet furnish work for the
militia of Canada very different from that of
merely repelling a horde of miserable ma-
rauders. He was not, at present, going to
occupy the House at greater length, but
hoped honourable gentlemen would allow the
Bill to go into Committee as speedily as
possible.

Mr. Mackenzie said that he could easily
enter into statements to show the correctness
of his assertion about the defences, alluded to
by the honourable gentleman who had just
taken his seat. He had no intention whatever
to use any language which could be interpret-
ed as a slur upon the Imperial troops, and he
did not think he had used any such language.
What he had stated was, that, judging by
their despatches, it seemed to be the policy of
the Imperial officers to provide means of
escape from the interior for British troops.
That was the purport of his remark, and he
was quite sure that he could satisfy his
honourable friend that there was ample
ground for the statement.

Mr. Magill spoke in glowing terms of the
heroisin of the volunteers, and went on to say
that there were two parties opposing the Bill;
one of these believed that the best defence of
the country was no defence at all; the other
was enamoured of the volunteer system. As
he had said that system had worked well, but
he thought the measure now introduced was
the one demanded by the country, and, al-
though some alterations might be made in it,
he hoped the Minister of Militia would not
alter its main provision.

Mr. Redford opposed the Bill, as extrava-
gant in its provisions. The volunteer system
was altogether preferable. As to the fortifica-
tions proposed, they would lead to a frightful
waste of money.

Mr. Thompson (Haldimand), admitting that
the volunteer system was one requiring many
improvements, hope that it would not be abro-
gated altogether. The Minister must remember
that the volunteers of the country had an old
account to settle with the Fenians, and if ever
the opportunity were to occur, he hoped that
they would be permitted to enjoy it. (Ap-
plause).
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Mr. Pope did not think that volunteers had
received the amount of encouragement they
had deserved, and even the inducements held
out to them originally, such as exemption
from jury service, had been subsequently
abrogated. He believed, however, that no
draft would ever be necessary, for that a
sufficient number of men would always be
found ready to volunteer. He thought that no
volunteering should be permitted for a less
term than three years (hear, hear), and that
during this priod he should be considered a
soldier of the country, and, for the time of his
actual service, receive at least 75 cents daily.
He held that the staff was altogether too
expensive, and would throw a greater
responsibility on the Lieut.-Colonels, leaving
them to decide upon the number of days
necessary to perfect the drill of their respec-
tive battalions, the remuneration for which
should be made dependent on the effective
results whether obtained in a short time or
otherwise.

Mr. Monroe having briefly supported the
motion,

Mr. M. C. Cameron took exception to the
fortification propositions, contending that
they left Goderich completely exposed. Sarnia
was also undefended, but Goderich was more
worthy of protection, being the centre of a
district rich in salt and saltpetre.

Mr. Ross (Dundas) supported the Bill.

Sir George E. Cartier in reply, said that he
scarcely thought that justice had been meted
to himself or his measure, which had been
branded as framed with the object of de-
stroying volunteering. There were very few
battalions which maintained their nominal
strength. On the 30th June, 1866, there were
actually serving 31,841 men, while there were
certified on the enrolment 30,109. In the fol-
lowing year, there were enrolled 33,754, while
there were actually under orders only 23,172.
Since then the numbers had been steadily
decreasing. Of these numbers, it would be
very unfair to ask or expect the bulk of the
representatives to leave continuously their
trades or employments in case of need. The
G.T.R. Battalion, or the Civil Service Bat-
talion could not be spared for other than
garrison duty. The Montreal Volunteers in
recent emergencies, could not have left their
homes without the great aid which had been
afforded to their familles by public subscrip-
tion. These considerations had led him to
come, not to the destruction, but to the relief
of the volunteer force, upon whom it was
most unfair to impose the whole burden of
the defence of the country. He went on to
explain the several points of detail upon
which the Bill had been attacked, and the Bill
having been read then a second time, moved
its reference to Committee of the Whole to-
morrow, after which the House rose at half-
past twelve o'clock.
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Friday, April 24, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at three
o'clock.

VERCHÈRES ELECTION

Mr. Crawford moved that the Verchères
Election Committee have leave to adjourn till
Wednesday, 6th of May.

ARGENTEUIL ELECTION

Mr. Webb moved that the Argenteuil
Election Committee have leave to adjourn
until the 13th of May next. Carried.

Messrs. Cayley, Bowman, .Kemp. Magill
and Irvine, Chairman were sworn at the
Clerk's Table as the Committee to try the
Argenteuil Election.

BANKS USING DOMINION NOTES

On motion of Hon. Mr. Rose the House
concurred in the amendments made in
Committee of the Whole to the Bill to enable
Banks in any part of Canada to use notes of
the Dominion instead of issuing notes of their
own. Bill to be read a third time on Monday.

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

On motion of Hon. Mr. Rose, the House
concurred in the resolutions respecting the
Geological Survey reported from the Com-
mittee of the Whole.

Hon. Mr. Rose then introduced a Bill to
make provision for the Geological Survey.

THE CURRENCY BILL

On motion of Hon. Mr. Rose the House
went into Committee of the Whole on the Bill
respecting the Currency, Mr. Street in the
Chair.

The Committee rose and reported the Bill.

Mr. Cheval, on the question of concurrence
being put, moved an amendment to provide
that English copper coins and copper coins
issued by Incorporated Banks of Canada, be a
legal tender to the amount of 20 cents in any
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one payment. The penny sterling and the
penny issued by any of the Incorporated
Banks to be cash current for two cents.

The amendment was lost and the Bill was
ordered to be read a third time on Monday.

DEPARTMENTAL CONTINGENCIES

On motion of Hon. Mr. Rose, the House
went into Committee on the Bill to regulate
and restrict the contingent charges of the
Departments, Hon. Mr. Gray in the Chair.

Mr. Mackenzie said he thought the Bill
ought to be reconstructed. The honourable
gentleman would find that by this Bill there
would be very little check imposed on ex-
penses. The 5th and 6th clauses ought to be
amended so as to provide that all payments
should be refused until the end of every
month, and then that the accounts should be
submitted entirely to the Board of Audit. In
the matter of printing and stationery he was
aware that the departments were quite as
much imposed on now as ever. For one
account submitted to the Public Account
Committee, he found four charged $12 per
thousand for printing names on envelopes, a
work which could be as well performed by
the printers to the House for 88c. The
persons making this extravagant charge
were Duvernay Bros., of Montreal. It was
time such extravagance should be put an end
to. If it was necessary the Government should
have organs and subsidize them, far better
that they should at once ask a vote from the
House for the amount necessary to sustain
their organs, than that there should be any
connivance at such a monstrous systen of
overcharge. The Public Accounts contained so
many items of this kind as to make it abso-
lutely indispensable that some checks should
be introduced. In making these remarks, he
had no intention of censuring the Govern-
ment. What he objected to was the system
under which these charges were allowed; and
now that the Government were bringing
down a measure providing checks on station-
ery and other contingencies, he held that they
ought to accept the suggestions made them in
order to render their checks more efficient.
He would desire to call the attention of the
Government to the 10th clause, under which
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there was the extraordinary provision that
the estimates for contingencies in each de-
partment shall be prepared separately for the
Government, but should be submitted to
Parliament in one lump sum. At present
there was a strong complaint against the
generalizing of the expenditure for contin-
gencies, but if this clause passed as it was,
they would have the entire sum of $187,000
under the head of contingencies named with-
out giving any particulars at all. Now that
certainly would never satisfy the House. In
making this observation, he did so not with a
view to create political capital, but simply in
order to aid the Government. That Govern-
ment, as all others, he knew was subjected to
constant pressure, and he would desire to see
them relieved. If the Government were will-
ing to postpone the objectionable features of
their measure, or to agree that the Committee
rise and report progress, he' would prepare
the necessary amendments to alter the Bill in
the direction indicated.

Hon. Mr. Rose agreed to get through with
the unobjectionable clauses and leave those
alluded to by the member for Lambton for
future consideration.

Mr. Connell thought the suggestions of the
member for Lambton valuable.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin said that the important
feature of the Auditor's position was that he
should stand behind every one, and be a
general revising officer. Far better keep him
in that position than set him to revise the
accounts now revised by the Clerk of Con-
tingencies. He objected to the 5th clause as
falling short, inasmuch as it proposed that in
certifying to an account all an officer had to
do was to write under it "Certified". The
certificate ought to be in detail, so that there
should be no misunderstanding about it after-
wards.

Hon. Mr. Rose agreed that there were a
number of important checks on these contin-
gencies which could not be overlooked. The
sum had to be voted in Parliament; it had to
come in detail before an officer of the depart-
ment; then to be signed by the deputy head
of the department, and there were other
safeguards.

Mr. Mackenzie admitted that there were
many checks, but the misfortune was that the
officer checking might not be aware of the
value of what he was certifying to, and as in
the case of printing he had alluded to, an

[Mr. Mackenzie (Lambton).]

account which was a gross overcharge might
be certified. What he desired was that aUl
accounts should be paid monthly, and audited
by somebody, just as would be done in a
commercial house. Then the audit would be
such that in the largest amounts not one cent
would be over paid.

Hon. J. S. Macdonald was glad the Gov-
ernment. was moving in this direction, as the
Governmênt of Ontario had moved before
them. In the matter of printing, for instance,
the latter Government were getting all their
work done by one firrm, and that at a scale so
low that he was ashamed to mention the
prices. (Laughter). He knew that the various
and heavy charges for public printing
throughout the country had always caused
considerable embarrassment to the Govern-
ment. Let the present Government give all
the business to one man, and provide a prop-
er system of cheeks over his charges, and he
ventured to say that the Legislature would
save $9 out of every $10 now expended in
this branch of the public service, and in this
and every branch, if trustees of the public
money would only be as careful in its distri-
bution as they would be of their own, there
would soon be another and a very different
state of things. They should not be above
getting a good article at the cheapest rate. He
had endeavoured to do this in Ontario and he
flattered himself that in that way he had
effected a great saving, and lightened the
burdens of the people considerably. He
strongly objected to paying large sums for
printing in order to support Government or-
gans, and hoped that Government would at
this stage make up their minds to have but
one printer, and make the best bargain possi-
ble with him. He found over $35,000 charged
for public printing, and over $1,000 for pens.
What, he would like to know, was the custom
of the Government in purchasing their sta-
tionery? Did they purchase it at the large
establishment en bloc, or allow each head of
a Department to purchase as he pleased. He
was afraid the latter expensive course was
followed, and hoped it would be abandoned.

Mr. Young could see no difficulty whatever
in adopting a scale of prices for the Depart-
ments by which every article might be pur-
chased. Let it not be too low, but a fair scale
above which the accountant ought not to
have the liberty to go. In relation to the
remarks of the member for Cornwall, he (Mr.
Young) thought it only just to the press to
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say that a very large proportion of the news-
papers of Canada received no patronage
from the Government whatever, and were
uninfluenced by such mercenary motives.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said that if in going
through Committee any suggestions were
made by honourable gentlemen in further-
ance of the object had in view by the Gov-
ernment, they would be gladly received. The
old law with regard to expenditure had been
to leave the matter entirely to the depart-
ments under Orders-in-Council. Now this
Government proposes to get rid of the
difficulty arising under that system by fixing
the matter so that there shall be no interfer-
ence by Order-in-Council, of old there was a
divided responsibility which led to uncertain-
ty, and this Bill provided a remedy. In regard
to charges for the public service, there aI-
ways had been a tendency to swell them as
much as possible. Under the law to go into
force the prices must be certified before hand,
and instead of the old system of routine and
uncertainty the Government had endeavoured
to fix the responsibility.

The first two clauses were passed.

On the 3rd clause,
Mr. Mackenzie suggested that the heating

of the House should be left to the officers of
the House as heretofore, and not be trans-
ferred to the Board of Works. The Ser-
geant-at-Arms had hitherto caused this to be
admirably done.

Hon. Mr. McDougail would be quite sat-
isfied personally to make the change suggest-
ed by the honourable member, inasmuch as it
would relieve the pressure on the Board of
Works Department. The Sergeant-at-Arms
had certainly managed the matter well; but,
as a matter of law, it would be better to leave
the management of the public works under
one department; and he thought it better to
leave the Bill, in this respect, as it had been
drawn.

Mr. Mackenzie stated that there was a
good deal to be said as to the way in which
this Department of Public Works had
managed the affairs committed to it. He
found they paid their own salaried officers $5
a day to superintend the repairs of the Par-
liament Buildings.

Hon. Mr. McDougall explained that Mr.
Page, the gentleman alluded to, had been
allowed by Government, not the department,
this additional sum for additional services
rendered, and an examination of the work he
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had performed would convince any honoura-
ble gentleman that the amount he had saved
the country was such that they were great
gainers by the arrangement. As a means of
extricating the Government and the country
from contracts and sub-contracts and endless
confusion, the plan adopted by the Govern-
ment of placing the construction under the
charge of this officer was the best that could
be adopted.

Mr. Mackenzie could only say that when
an officer received a salary in the Public
Works, or any other department, his whole
time belonged to the Government. Still, this
was but a small part of the abuses connected
with this department. But he would call at-
tention to this, that while the honourable
gentleman here states that the public build-
ings ought to be in charge of his department;
yet here it is found that ail the time he is
paying this officer $5,a day in addition to his
regular salary, and so far from that arrange-
ment being a saving to the country, he (Mr.
Mackenzie) contended the country would
have saved money if Mr. Page had been paid
$5 a day to keep out of this matter. For other
duties the man was paid $15 a day; for still
further duties $5 more; so that, with a nomi-
nal salary of $3,400 last year, he actually
realized $7,400. It was clearly a monstrous
abuse.

The House rose at six o'clock.

Affer recess,

NIAGARA DISTRICT BANK
Mr. Street moved that the Bill from the

Senate, demanding the Acts relating to the
Niagara District Bank, be read a first time.
Carried.

CLIFTON SUSPENSION BRIDGE
The House then went into Committee on

the Bill to incorporate the Clifton Suspension
Bridge Company as amended-Mr. Walsh In
the Chair.

The Committee rose, reported the Bill-3rd
reading on Monday.

NIAGARA FALLS GAS COMPANY
The House went into Committee on Mr.

S±reet's Bill to authorize the Niagara Falls
Gas Company to extend their works for the
purpose of lighting the town of Clifton, as
amended by Committee on private Bills. Mr.
Jones took the Chair.

The Committee rose and reported the
Bill-3rd reading on Monday.
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DEPARTMENTAL CONTINGENCIES

The House went again into Conmittee on
Mr. Rose's Bill respecting the contingent
charges in the public departments.

The 8th clause was amended so as to pro-
vide that the contingent accounts should be
submitted to Parliament separately, but
might be voted in one sum.

In the 1lth clause, the words "Under the
Civil Service Corps" were struck out, and
"Under the Board of Audit" substituted, so as
to make the clause agree with the 5th.

On the 14th clause.
Hon. Mr. Holton said, the House had been

greatly indebted to the honourable member
for Lambton for the careful analysis he had
made of this Bill. The Finance Minister, too,
deserved credit for bringing down this meas-
ure. It was an honest attempt to correct
abuses which had grown up under the old
system; but it was obvious that it was not so
much from the law as the administration of
the law that the hope of remedy lay. And
taking this view, he was very glad to find the
Finance Minister making himself in an es-
pecial manner responsible for the success of
this measure, and he (Mr. Holton) would say
that taking the Bill as it stood, and basing his
calculation on the last estimates, he believed
that the honourable gentleman opposite had
it now in his power to effect a saving of at
least $50,000, which would represent a capital
of one million at interest. This was his (Mr.
Holton's) firm conviction from his knowledge
of the public accounts.

The Committee rose and reported the
Bill third reading ordered for Monday.

MARINE AND FISHERIES

The order being read for resuming the
adjourned debate on Sir John A. Macdonald's
motion for the second reading of the Bill for
the organization of the Department of Marine
and Fisheries.

Hon. Mr. Holton stated he proposed at
another stage to take the sense of the House
on the general question of the number of the
departments.

The Bill was then read a second time, and
the House went into Committee of the Whole
on the same-Mr. Jones (Halifax) in the
Chair.

The Committee reported the Bill with
amendments; 3rd reading ordered for Mon-
day.

DEPARTMENT OF INLAND REVENUE

Hon. Mr. Howland moved the second read-
ing of the Bill instituting the Department of
Inland Revenue.

Hon. Mr. Holton said, in the absence of the
honourable gentleman, this Department had
been attacked as utterly useless. As the
honourable gentleman had been an advocate
for the reduction of needless offices in former
times, he ought, in order to vindicate his own
consistency, to be able to meet the attack, and
to show the utility of the Department.

Mr. Howland made some remarks, a large
portion of which were quite inaudible in the
gallery. He was understood to give statistics
as to the large number of officers employed in
the Inland Revenue and Customs branches of
the Treasury in England, and to contend that
in this country the duties of these branches
would be too extensive to be properly per-
formed in connection with the Finance De-
partment. In that case, the control of each of
these branches had to be in the hands of a
deputy, and the question was whether the
real heads of these important branches of the
public service should be irresponsible depu-
ties or heads of departments having seats in
Parliament, and responsible to Parliament.
He had not understood that it was the inten-
tion of Government to bring on this measure
to-night, and was not so well prepared as he
might have been for a debate on the utility of
his department, which he had expected would
be included in the debate on the departments
generally. During this year the collection of
Inland Revenue would amount to about $3,-
000,000. Next year he expected it would be
three and a half millions, and he had the
satisfaction of informing the House that it
had been collected at a cost less in proportion
than in any other country which had an
Inland Revenue system.

Hon. Mr. Holton-What per centage?

Hon. Mr. Howland-Below 4 per cent.

Hon. Mr. Holton said he was sure the
House would give his honourable friend cred-
it for desiring to manage this or any other
department with which he might be connect-
ed with the utmost economy. He agreed also
that in the Financial Department there had
been room for subdivision; but he did not
think two new departnents should have been
carved out of it. He would have abolished the
Receiver-Generalship as a useless office, and
would have had a new minister responsible to
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Parliament, charged with the administration
of the revenue laws. But he objected to two
ministers having departments made for them
out of the administration of the revenues.

Mr. Scatcherd said the contingencies of al
the departments for the present year were
$187,000. This new department had of this the
large amount of $31,000. Could the honoura-
ble gentleman explain how this was?

Hon. Mr. Howland was understood to say
that he had not the figure with him.

Mr. Scatcherd said if the honourable gen-
tleman was to expect credit for managing
well the affairs of his department, he ought to
know something about these contingencies,
which were immediately under his control.
He was only sorry that his honourable friend,
who in past times had been loud in his
professions to reform, should have accepted
an office which to almost every member of
this House seemed to be altogether unneces-
sary. The honourable gentleman, in vindica-
tion of his holding a useless office, had read a
statement showing that the officers of his
department were more numerous, or less
numerous-he (Mr. Scatcherd) could not
gather which-than the officers of the corre-
sponding departments in England. However
that might be, he (Mr. Scatcherd) believed
that the officers in his honourable friend's
department were just as numerous as it was
possible to make them. His honourable friend
had given another instance of what had too
often been the career of Reformers when
they took office: instead of carrying out their
professions of economy, their administration
had been marked by extravagance like snow
by a track of blood. (Hear, hear.) So little
care did his honourable friend now have
about expenditure that he could not give any
information about the contingencies in his
own department. It was a matter to him of
deep regret that in connection with the or-
ganization of these departments the House
should be voting away large sums without
any present information as to the way in
which they were to be expended. (Hear,
hear.)

Mr. Jones (Leeds), if in order, wished to
move the resolution, of which he gave notice
some days ago, to the effect that in the
opinion of the House the number of salaried
heads of departments should not at any time
exceed nine.

Hon. Mr. Holton said he would prefer, if
this resolution were not moved as an amend-

ment to the motion for the second reading of
the Bill, the sense of the House might be
taken on the number of departments under
more advantageous circumstances.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the Govern-
ment were satisfied they were right in the
ground they occupied as to the number of
departments, and would rather meet the reso-
lution fair and square on its own merits than
have it put as an amendment to a particular
Bill.

Hon. J. Sandfield Macdonald also recom-
mended Mr. Jones to move his resolution as a
substantive motion on some future occasion.

Mr. Jones stated he would do so, and
withdrew it for the present.

Dr. Parker thought the affairs of this de-
partment had not been administered as they
might have been with a special officer at their
head. The department had overridden the
law, and was not efficiently managed. Persons
had been employed ta perform the duties
appertaining to officers of the department. He
noticed one of the principal excise officers,
who received almost as much for travelling
purposes as he received for salary. His trav-
elling expenses were over $1,000, and what
he could be at in those peregrinations it was
difficult to say. He might be seen very often
in the gallery of that House. As to the forma-
tion of the Cabinet to which allusion had
been made, it appeared to have been dictated
by expediency rather than any other motive;
when it suited ministers, Cabinet vacancies
were filled immediately; when it did not suit
there was a suspension of the office. When it
was convenient the great Liberal party was
left to be represented by the two honourable
gentlemen sitting together; when it was con-
venient, Nova Scotia was left with only one
representative. He could not but sympathize
with the representation of the Liberal party
in the Government in the unfortunate posi-
tion in which they were placed, having lost
one of their colleagues, and being unable to
check-mate the leader of the Government.

Hon. Mr. Holton said that the honourable
leader o the Government had lately vaunted
himself very stoutly on his ability to keep his
party together and carry out his schemes. It
was quite possible the honourable gentleman
might fulfil his threat. He had already suc-
ceeded by alliances, in keeping his position
and doing much to accomplish the ruin of the
country, under the old regime. He might be
enabled to ruin this system of Government
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which has just been inaugurated, as he had
succeeded in destroying the old system and
bringing public affairs at length to that dead-
lock which rendered it impossible to dis-
charge the business of the Province. It was
not often the same man was given the ability
to ruin his country twice, but the honourable
leader of the Government had that singular
fortune. He (Mr. Holton) remembered the old
days of the Union between Upper and Lower
Canada. In those days the great Conservative
party boasted as its leader the present Chief
Justice Draper. It had one youthful genius of
great promise when the present Chief Justice
retired from politics. He referred to the mem-
ber for Peel. Mr. Cameron, the member for
Peel, devoted his brilliant talents to the pur-
suit of his profession, of which he was one of
the chief ornaments. Then the great Con-
servative party of Upper Canada in its ex-
treme poverty found itself obliged to accept
the leadership of the member for Kingston,
and one of the first fruits of that honourable
gentleman's policy was seen in the conflagra-
tion of the legislative buildings in Montreal.
As he began so he progressed, and it was now
a matter of history that during the whole
course of his leadership he never for one
single moment succeeded in obtaining the
confidence of the majority of the representa-
tives from his own section of the Province.
He was sustained by the steady support of
the Minister of Militia; but in his own section
of the country from the days his party first
acknowledged his leadership to the end of the
Government of Canada, he never for one
hour commanded the confidence of the
majority of the representatives from his sec-
tion of the Province. And now the honourable
gentleman is venturing again in the identical
course that brought ruin to the country
before. (Hear, hear.) He is now venturing on
the same course, and he (Mr. Holton) ventured
to say that in this very portion of the hon-
ourable gentleman's policy which was under
discussion, if he were permitted to wield the
destinies of this country, that the same ruin
which overtook our former constitution would
more speedily overtake this. (Hear, hear.)

The House then went into Committee.

Hon. Mr. Howland, in allusion to the re-
marks of the member for Centre Wellington,
alluded to the importance of frequent and
constant inspection by the Excise officer. The
gentleman specially alluded to was one of the
most zealous and efficient of officers.

Mr. Mackenzie said that no one would
deny the valuable services of Col. Brunel; but

[Mr. Holton (Chateauguay).]

however high the opinion held of any head of
department, there must, nevertheless, be a
close and wise supervision over his accounts,
and he (Mr. Mackenzie) would like to know
on what principle the travelling expenses are
regulated.

Hon. Mr. Howland replied that $5 a day was
the sum authorized for this purpose.

In answer to Mr. Mackenzie,
Hon. Mr. Howland said that hitherto the

cost of collection had only been about 3j per
cent. His estimate was that when the full
staff was on, the cost would be 4 per cent.

The Committee rose and reported the bill
as amended. The amendment was read and
concurred in, and the Bill was ordered for a
3rd reading on Monday.

DEPARTMENT OF CUSTOMS

Hon. Mr. Tilley moved the 2nd reading of
the Bill constituting the Department of
Customs. Carried.

Ordered for the Committee of the Whole on
Monday,

CONSOLIDATED REVENUE
RESOLUTIONS

Hon. Mr. Rose moved the House into
Committee on certain resolutions affecting
the Consolidated Revenue Fund, Mr. Street in
the Chair.

Hon. Mr. Holton inquired how the Gov-
ernment proposed to deal with the subsidies.
These were not made a charge on the fund.
Either they ought to be made a permanent
charge on the Consolidated Revenue Fund, or
they ought to be voted by the House.

Hon. Mr. Rose made some reply which was
inaudible in the gallery. Whereupon,

Hon. Mr. Holton pressed his inquiry and
charged a gross breach of faith on the part of
the delegates fron this Province to London,
in departing from the basis of Confederation
in particulars connected with this fund, while
they were in London.

Sir John A. Macdonald denied the right of
the honourable member for Chateauguay to
call for instant explanations on every occa-
sion he chose. That honourable gentleman
had chosen just now to make himself par-
ticularly uncomfortable and disagreeable; but
he had a peculiar idiosyncracy, and his con-
duct was not to be wondered at. The hon-
ourable gentleman had insisted there was a
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gross breach of faith. Was that a Parlia-
mentary tone? Besides, the whole policy of
Confederation, the whole policy of the Union,
had been fully discussed in the answer to the
address. Why did not the honourable gentle-
man, then, bring up this question? Why does
he reserve it for to-night just because it
suited him to be disagreeable and uncom-
fortable. Had he (Sir John) been younger
when the attack was made on him perhaps
the consequences would have been that
he would have retorted; but he had not
done so, and by to-morrow his honourable
friend (for he would call him such) would
regret having adopted such a tone. The most
dignified answer which could be given to
something which sounded very much like
abuse he (Sir John) would give, and that was
his pity and forgiveness. The affair was only
an ebullition of temper, and it were best,
perhaps, to say no more about it. Anything
that the Government could answer would be
answered on fair notice.

Hon. Mr. Holton-The honourable gentle-
man said he (Mr. Holton) was out of temper
and disagreeable. As the old French proverb
had it, "Nothing pinches like truth." It was a
truthful picture which had been drawn of the
honourable gentleman, and one which had
been proven not only on that night but on
previous occasions by his personal attacks. He
(Mr. Holton) had felt it his duty to teach that
member that blows could be given as well as
taken, and did so by improvising a brief
history of his career and its disastrous conse-
quences. As to the honourable gentleman's
'pity and forgiveness," he (Mr. Holton)
scorned both and defied the honourable gen-
tleman's power, as he had formerly defied it.
He had at the outset no intention of provok-
ing a personal debate. He rose merely to ask
for certain explanations which had been
withheld.

Messrs. Blake and Dorion also argued that
a violation of the constitutional rights of the
people of this country had been committed by
the delegates from the late Government of
Canada in England.

Hon. Mr. Anglin denounced as a breach of
faith with the Lower Provinces the declara-
tion of the Minister of Justice and the Min-
ister of Finance that the subsidies to the
Provinces were not a charge on the con-
solidated revenue any more than any appro-
priations that might be made from year to
year by Parliament. This declaration would

create profound alarm in the Lower Prov-
inces, which had given up their revenues on
the faith that these subsidies were absolutely
guaranteed to them. If that guarantee was
not provided by the Imperial Act, the omis-
sion should be rectified in some way or other.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the Dominion
would keep faith with the Provinces. It was
no more bound to submit to taxation for its
first debts than its last. If it chose to be
dishonest, it might be so, but it was not for a
moment to be assumed that the Dominion of
Canada would be dishonest. However onerous
the taxation might be, this Legislature would
make provision for every shilling of our
debts. The credit of the Provinces had always
been good, and so he was satisfied would be
to the credit of this Dominion.

Hon. Mr. Anglin said we were in the posi-
tion of having a number of preferential debts,
which implied a measure of insecurity as to
those which were not preferential. Old
Canada had not been ablesto meet her obliga-
tions except by borrowing more money, and
if that was to be the system under the new
state of things, it was one which might come
to an end some day. The Confederation, if not
a speculation, is at least an experiment, and
he contended that there would be good
ground for alarm in the Lower Provinces
when they heard that no special provision
was made for paying the subsidies. There
would be new preferential debts created. The
cost of building the Intercolonial Railroad, of
opening up the North-West, of fortifications,
etc., all these would come before the subsi-
dies. The Minister of Justice said the pay-
ments of the debts of a nation was a matter
of good faith, but a debtor must have some-
thing more than good faith; he must have the
means for paying.

Mr. Mackenzie said there was no question
of lower or upper Provinces in this matter. If
the subsidies were not paid, the Provinces
entitled to the greatest subsidy would suffer
the most. In any case this could only happen
through a deficiency of revenue, and as this
could only happen through the Provinces not
contributing sufficient taxation, each accord-
ing to its fair share, no Province could possi-
bly suffer loss. He thought there was no
ground whatever for the alarmo expressed by
the honourable member for Gloucester. The
allowing of preference to certain loans was
merely for the purpose of giving confidence
to foreign capitalists from whom we expected
to get the money.
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Hon. Mr. Dorion thought the argument of
the member for Lambton went too far to be a
sound one. If it was worth anything, then the
whole subsidies might be abolished without
injustice. The subsidies, however, had been
fixed for particular reasons to favour certain
Provinces more than others. The $70,000 al-
lowed to Quebec, and the $60,000 to Nova
Scotia, were more in proportion to the popu-
lation and contributions of those Provinces
than the $80,000 to Ontario, and the sweeping
of them away would be a breach of the
agreement in virtue of which the Confeder-
ation was entered into.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin did not think the relative
place of these charges signified anything, for
he did not contemplate the possibility of their
not being fully met. He hoped, however, it
would not be allowed to go abroad that the
provision in the Union Act went as far as
might be inferred from the argument of the
member for Lambton. The Union Act de-
clared they should be paid semi-annually in
advance. No stronger guarantee could be re-
quired. There could be no doubt that in the
fixing of these subsidies a slight advantage
was given to Quebec, a greater advantage to
Nova Scotia, and a still greater advantage to
New Brunswick. That was part of the bar-
gain, and if the idea should go abroad that
the bargain was not to be kept, then the
Union must break down.

Mr. Johnson protested against the tone of
Mr. Dunkin's remarks, as implying that the
Lower Provinces had got more out of Canada
than they were entitled to. At the same time,
if this were true, they had made up for it by
bringing cleverer men into the Union.

Hon. Mr. Rose regretted that any remarks
should have been made conveying the least
doubt; but Canada would keep good faith in
meeting all her obligations. It was intended
by a Bill, hereafter to be introduced, to make
these subsidies a distinct charge on the con-
solidated revenue, and he did not suppose
that even his honourable friend from

Gloucester had any doubt either as to the
ability or good faith of the Dominion to pay
all such charges.

Hon. Mr. Fisher said he had not the least
fear that this Legislature would not give each
Province its rights as secured by the constitu-
tional Act.

Hon. Mr. Tilley said the member for
Gloucester had professed to accept Confed-
eration inasmuch as he admitted it had been
accepted by the people of New Brunswick.
But several of his recent speeches indicated
that he was not carrying out that profession.
His speeches to-night had been calculated, to
say the least, to create distrust in the minds
of the people of the Maritime Provinces as to
the good faith of this Dominion in the matter
of paying these subsidies. To express doubts
as to the ability and good faith of the Do-
minion to meet its obligations, was to attack
that credit which was of the most vital im-
portance to the Dominion.

Mr. Mackenzie in reply to some comments
which had been made on his previous re-
marks, said he had merely risen to point out
the untenableness of the argument of the
member for Gloucester. He did not, however,
look upon it as possible that in any case the
Dominion would fail to pay these subsidies,
whatever might be our obligation. He was
sure the people of these colonies were of a
sterner stamp than to become repudiators.

PROVISION FOR MR. McGEE'S FAMILY

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald, the
Bill to enable Her Majesty to provide for the
widow and children of the late Hon. T. D.
McGee, was read a second time.

The House then went into Committee on
the Bill, Mr. Bodwell in the Chair.

The Committee reported the Bill which
was then read a third time and passed.

The House adjourned at ten minutes to one
o'clock.
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Monday, April 27, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

HOCHELAGA ELECTION

Mr. Irvine moved that the Hochelaga
Election Committee have leave to adjourn till
6th May next.-Carried.

PRINCE ALFRED

A message was brought down from His
Excellency as follows:-

The Governor-General desires to communi-
cate to the House of Commons the following
telegram, which reached him on the morning
of Saturday, April 25th, from the Secretary of
State for the Colonies:
To Lord Monck, Ottawa, Canada.

An unsuccessful attempt was made at Sydney to
shoot the Duke of Edinburgh by one OTarrell. Ris
Royal Highness was wounded, but is getting on
well and hopes shortly to resume his duties and
sail for England in the next week. The assassin was
arrested, avowed himself a Fenian, and is under
trial.

DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM,
London.

Govemment House, Ottawa, April 27th, 1868.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the atroclous
attempt on the life of the Duke o' Edinburgh,
announced in the despatch, he was sure must
excite feelings of horror in the breast of
every honourable member. The message
spoke for itself, and he thought they should
at once, as their pleasure, offer the sincere
congratulations to Her Majesty on the escape
of her son. He moved that the message of His
Excellency be referred to a Select Committee,
with instructions to report an address to Her
Majesty thereon, said Committee to consist of
Messrs. Cartier, Dorion, Mackenzie, McLellan,
Fisher, Campbell and the mover, and that
they retire immediately to the Speaker's
Chamber.

Hon. Mr. Dorion said he was glad the
Government had resolved to ask the House to
pass this address. He thought the unanimous
sense of the House should be at once ex-
pressed to Her Majesty, to show that such a
vile attempt met the abhorrence of the whole
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of the inhabitants of this country, and that if
the organization which was responsible for
such attempts should engage in any concerted
action against this part of Her Majesty's
dominions, they would be prepared unani-
mously to resist it. (Cheers).

The motion was then agreed to and the
Committee having retired to the Speaker's
Chamber, returned after a few minutes with
the following address:-
To the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty.
Most Gracious Sovereign:--

We, Your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects,
the Commons of Canada in Parliament assembled,
declare to apprise Your Majesty with the expres-
sion of our horror and indignation at the recent
atroclous attempt to assassinate Ris Royal
Highness, the Duke of Edinburgh, and to convey
our deep synnpathy with Your Majesty in the
distress and anxiety which the endeavour to take
the life of one so justly dear to you at such a
distant part of your Empire, must have occasioned.
In uniting with Your Majesty in thanksgiving to
Almnighty God, that it has pleased Him to save the
life of Ris Royal Highness, so recklessly and
wIckedly assailed, and in fervent prayer, that it
may please God to restore him speedily to health
and strength, we beg leave to assure Your Majesty
that the high personal estimate with which Ris
Royal Highness is regarded throughout the Do-
minion from the lively recollection of his gracious
demeanour amongst us during his visit to this
country in the year 1861, has heightened, if possi-
ble, our abhorrence of this detestable act. We take
this opportunity of renewing to Your Majesty our
assurance of our devotion and attachment to Your
Majesty's throne and person.

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald the
address was agreed to, and it was ordered to
be engrossed, and that a message be sent to
the Senate requesting their honours to concur
in the same.

CLIFTON SUSPENSION BRIDGE

On motion of Mr. Shanly, the Bill to incor-
porate the Clifton Suspension Bridge Com-
pany was read the third time and passed.

NIAGARA FALLS GAS COMPANY

On motion of Mr. Street, the Bill to author-
ize the Niagara Gas Company to extend their
works for the purpose of lighting the town of
Clifton was read a third time and passed.
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BRITISH SUBJECTS ABROAD

Mr. Stephenson moved for correspondence
as to the status, etc., abroad of British sub-
jects materialized in any of the provinces of
the Dominion. Carried.

THE "GAZETTE DE SOREL"

Mr. McCarthy moved an address for state-
ment of all accounts rendered to the Gov-
ernment by the proprietor of the "Gazette de
Sorel," and the amount paid. Carried.

ARMS FROM IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT

Mr. Masson (Terrebonne) moved for re-
turns as to the arms, accoutrements, etc.,
purchased by the Government of the late
Province of Canada from the Imperial Gov-
ernment. Carried.

COURT OF APPEAL

In reply to Mr. Blake,
Sir John A. Macdonald said it was not the

intention of the Government during the pre-
sent session to establish a Court of Appeal in
the terms of the Union Act. The subject was
of great importance-of such importance as
to induce the Government to postpone the
introduction of the measure until the matter
could be considered in all its bearings; and
there were so many matters of pressing
necessity now before the Government, that
this had not yet received the attention which
would warrant them in dealing with it. The
Government would take it into consideration
during recess, and he hoped to have a satis-
factory measure next session.

Mr. Blake-I understand the honourable
gentleman to announce that it is the policy of
the Government to establish such a Court.

Sir John A. Macdonald-Yes, certainly.

RAILWAY AND CANAL TRAFFIC

On motion of Mr. Macfarlane-The Bill for
the better regulation of the traffic on railways
and canals was read a second time and re-
ferred to the Standing Committee on Rail-
ways.

COUNTY LIMITS

On motion of Mr. Godin-the Bill to
change the limits of the Counties of Joliette
and Berthier for electional purposes, was
read a second time and referred to a Select
Committee.

THE ACT RESPECTING THE STATUTES

On motion of Mr. Mills-The Bill to amend
an Act of the present session instituted, an
Act respecting the Statutes of Canada, by
correcting a clerical error in the same, was
read a second time.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILROAD SURVEY

Mr. Mackenzie, before the orders of the
day were called, wished to inquire whether it
was the intention of the Government to bring
down any further information with regard to
the survey of the Intercolonial Railroad. He
understood the Engineer-in-Chief was in the
city, and he thought this House should be put
in possession of whatever information could
be given as early as possible, as some mem-
bers might desire, before the session ended,
to express an opinion on it.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said he would answer
the question to-morrow.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Hon. Mr. Rose announced that he would
proceed to make his financial statement at
three o'clock to-morrow.

RIVER SYDENHAM NAVIGATION

The House resumed the adjournment de-
bate on Mr. Mill's motion for the second
reading of the Bill to facilitate the removal of
obstructions to the navigation of the River
Sydenham.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said he did not think
this Bill would accomplish its object. The
Government would support the motion which
he understood the member for Kent (Mr.
Stephenson) was to move-the six month's
hoist.

Mr. Mills said this announcement was very
extraordinary after the Minister of Justice
had informed the House that the Bill should
have a second reading and go to a Special
Committee. The object of the Bill was to
open the navigation of the River Sydenham
by a single process. He did not think if
Government undertake to remove the ob-
struction they could do it for five times the
value of the timber obstructing the stream.

Mr. Stephenson repeated what he had said
in the previous debate that those interested
in the navigation of the Sydenham were
opposed to the Bill, and read some letters to
that effect.
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Six John A. Macdonald said he had entered
into a sort of agreement to have the Bill
referred to a Special Committee. He had
opposed the principle of the Bill and should
not have made such an agreement, but hoped
as he had done so, the member for Kent
would allow him to carry it out, and would
withdraw his motion for the six month's
hoist. If the Bill, when it came back from
Committee, did not satisfy him, he could
move the hoist at another stage.

Mr. Stephenson said lie was disposed to
pay due direction to the Minister of Justice,
but he felt lie would not be doing his duty to
his constituents if he withdrew his motion.

My. Mackenzie-There was no question as
ta the existence of the nuisance, and any Bill
which had for its object the removal of
obstructions from a navigable stream, the
navigation of which was becoming almost
impossible, ought to receive the careful atten-
tion of the House. This Bill deserved at all
events to be considered by a Special Com-
mittee.

Mr. Blake hoped the Minister of Justice
would appeal to his supporters to assist him
in voting down the motion for the hoist.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said lie was not pre-
sent when the leader of the Government had
made the statement referred to. He hoped the
member for Kent would not press the amend-
ment.

Mr. Johnson hoped le would. There were
rights of property which should be held
sacred, that were encroached upon by this Bill.

Mr. Sfephenson then agreed to withdraw
the motion for a six month's hoist.

The Bill was read a second time and re-
ferred to the Special Committee.

INDEMNITY OF MEMBERS

Mr. Chamberlin moved the second reading
of the Bill to amend the Act of the present
session relating to the indemnity of members.
He said the principle on which he had framed
this Bill was that lie considered the payments
should be not a payment for their services,
but an indemnity for their expenses at the
Seat of Government. The present system was
not based on any principle. The amount did
not pay members for their services, and at
the same time was more than their reasona-
ble expenses, so that a portion of the public
money was frittered away without any just
reason or excuse. The American system was
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to pay nembers salaries and the members of
Congress teceived $5,000. If the members
here were to be paid salaries proportional to
their services, they should be fixed at $3,000
or $4,000; but they were merely to receive
indemnity for their expenses, $5 a day, or
$450 a session should be sufficient. He thought
when tliey were carrying out retrenchment
and economy they had now a favourable
opportunity of giving an example of economy
in their own persons. Members of municipal
councils received nothing for their services
(cries of yes), Justices of the Peace took no
pay for their services (cries of yes). He spoke
only for the Province of Quebec and as to
that Province lie was literally correct. The
members of the Ontario Legislature had fixed
their indemnity at $5 a day. The members of
the Quebec Legislature received precisely
what lie fixed in this Bill. In the Local
Legislatures of Nova Scotia and New Brun-
swick the indemnity was $4 a day. Were the
members of this House prepared to go before
their constituents and have it constantly
dunned in their ears that the members elect-
ed by the same constituencies to the Local
Legislatures to discharge functions quite as
important, voted themselves a less amount of
indemnity? The amount of difference to each
member was trifling, but in the aggregate it
amounted to a saving of the large sum of
$38,000 per annum.

Mr. Johnson said, in determining this ques-
tion of indemnity, it should be considered
that one man's expenses were greater than
another; because one man's position in socie-
ty differed from another's. Some honourable
members thought that such speeches as had
just been made were very fine to the country,
but he (Mr. Johnson) had had eighteen years
public experience, and he could tell the
honourable member that this sort of thing did
not go down with the public. They were quite
willing to give a fair indemnity to those who
served them in Parliament.

Afler recess,

Mr. Jackson showed that frequent attempts
had been made in past sessions to abolish the
indemnity to members. In moving an amend-
ment just now to abolish the indemnity to
members, he was perfectly sincere. The mem-
bers would have more self-respect, the public
confidence in them would be increased, and
the publie purse would be made heavier were
honourable gentlemen to act the part of
foregoing this indemnity. A good deal had
been said in that House about the desirability
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of economy and the employees of the House
had been pretty tightly squeezed in order to
contribute to that end. Here now the House
had a fair opportunity of effecting a saving
really worthy the name. If the amendment he
was about to propose was carried, then a
saving of $276,143 yearly would be effected.
His amendment to the Bill introduced by the
member for Missisquoi proposed to strike
out all after the word "Dominion," in the
second line of the preamble, and substitute
therefor certain sections providing that the
indemnity to members be abolished.

Mr. Chamberlin objected to that part in the
form of amendment to the Bill. The amend-
ment was out of order.

The Speaker sustained the objection.

Mr. Jackson then altered the form of his
amendment; instead of asking a substitute for
the Bill, lie moved a resolution in amendment
that the Bill do not pass, but that it be
resolved in so many words that the indemnity
to members be abolished.

Mr. Chamberlin, while admitting that the
resolution of the member for Grey was better
than his (Mr. Chamberlin's), if it could be
carried, yet, as it was well known, there was
no probability of such a measure passing the
House, it looked very much as if the honoura-
ble gentleman wanted to kill off the Bill.

Mr. Jones thought the honourable member
for Missisquoi ought to be the last to impute
motives.

Mr. Walsh said that the opinion of the
country was that there should be a proper
degree of economy shown in commencing
their Parliamentary proceedings as a Do-
minion. But he did not think it reasonable to
abolish the indemnity altogether, and would,
therefore, only vote for the Bill of the mem-
ber for Missisquoi.

Sir John A. Macdonald said lie would vote
against both motions. In the first place by
adopting either they would be undoing what
they had already deliberately enacted that
session, would be showing a want of stability
and confidence in themselves which would
necessarily lead the public to distrust. There
was no reason or sense in discrediting their
own legislation in the way here proposed,
while in England, at this moment, every
representative of the people had a right to
ask for his wages. The real question seemed
to him to be, was the allowance excessive or
not? He replied that it was not, and lie

[Mr. Jackson (Grey South).]

believed fully that was the opinion of the
country. The inhabitants of' the Dominion
never desired to remunerate their representa-
tives by paying their expenses for board and
washing. They undoubtedly ought to have
such an allowance as would enable them to
hold that social position to which they were
entitled, and which it was desirable that they
should occupy.

Mr. Jackson's amendment was lost without
a division.

The original motion being put,
Mr. Chamberlin replied to the leader of the

Government. He (Mr. Chamberlin) upheld the
doctrine that the system of wages had a most
vicious tendency in the administration of
public affairs, and in his opinion honourable
gentlemen would occupy a far better position
before the country if the action lie proposed
were taken.

Mr. Pope said that in his section there had
never been a word said against the indemnity
to merm bers.

Sir John A. Macdonald moved the one
month's hoist.

Yeas, 83; nays, 47.

Yeas-Messrs. Anglin, Archambault, Ault,
Bellerose, Bertrand, B r o u s s e a u, Burpee,
Cameron (Inverness), Caron, Cartier, Cayley,
Coffin, Colby, Connell, Costigan, Crawford
(Brockville), Crawford (Leeds), Croke, Cur-
rier, Daoust, Dobbie, Dorion, Dufresne, Fer-
ris, Fisher, Forbes, Gaucher, Gibbs, Godin,
Grover, Heath, Howland, Huot, Johnson,
Jones (Leeds and Grenville), Keeler, Kempt,
Langevin, Lapum, Lawson, Little, Macdonald,
Sir J. A. (Kingston), McDonald (Antigonish),
McDonald (Lunenburg), Mackenzie, Masson
(Soulanges), McCarthy, McDougall, McKeag-
ney, McMillan (Vaudreuil), McMonies, Metcalf,
Mills, Morison (Victoria O.), Morrison (Niaga-
ra), Merritt, Oliver, Paquet, Parker, Perry,
Pope, Rankin, Ray, Robitaille, Rose, Ross
(Victoria, N.S.), Ryan, Rymal, Simard, Sproat,
Street, Sylvain, Thompson (Ontario), Tilley,
Tremblay, Wallace, Webb, Wells, White and
Wright-83.

Nays-Messrs. Abbott, Beaty, Benoit,
Blake, Bodwell, Bolton, Bowman, Bown,
Caldwell, Cameron (Huron), Carling, Cas-
ault, Chamberlin, Cheval, Cimon, Coupal,
Gaudet, Gendron, Grant, Hoiton, Irvine,
Jackson, Kierzkowski, Langlois, McDonald
(Middlesex), Macfarlane, McGill, Masson
(Terrebonne), McConkey, Morris, Munro,
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Pinsonneault, Pouliot, Poser, Redford, Renaud,
Scatcherd, Shanly, Snider, Stephenson,
St:rton, Thompson (Haldimand), Walsh,
Whitehead, Workman and Young-47.

Hon. Mr. Rose moved the third reading of
the Bill to enable banks in any part of
Canada to use notes of the Dominion instead
of issuing notes of their own.

Mr. Morris, seconded by Mr. Gibbs, moved
in amendment that the Bill be not read a
third time, but be recommitted with instruc-
tions to add thereto the following clause:-
"In any case where an incorporated bank,
trading in more than one Province of the
Dominion is bound by Act of incorporation or
otherwise, to furnish a general statement of
its assets and liabilities, that such statement
shall be in detail and shall show the cash
deposits at such bank, the amount bearing
interest, and the amount not bearing interest,
at the termination of each month; and also all
the notes and bills held under discount by
any such bank at the end of each such
month; and that such statement form part of
the return which such bank by law shall be
required to make."

Hon. Mr. Rose hoped the honourable gen-
tleman would not press his motion.

Mr. Gibbs'argued that the motion was a
good one; such as ought to command the
support of honourable gentlemen. The infor-
mation called for was such as the banks were
not opposed to giving.

The House then divided on the amendment
of Mr. Morris, which was lost-Yeas, 60;
Nays, 63.

Yeas-Messrs. Anglin, Blake, Bodwell,
Bolton, Bourassa, Bowell, Bowman, Burpee,
Caldwell, Cameron (Huron), Cameron (In-
verness), Casault, Chamberlin, Cheval,
Connell, Coupal, Currier, Dorion, Ferris,
Fisher, Forbes, Fortier, Gibbs, Holmes, Hol-
ton, Jackson, Jones (Leeds and Grenville),
Kempt, Kierzkowski, Lapum, McDonald
(A n t i g o n i sh ), McDonald (Lunenburg),
Macfarlane, Mackenzie, McGill, McConkey,
McLachlin, McLellan, McMonies, Mills,
Morris, Morrison (Victoria), Munro, Merritt,
Oliver Paquet, Parker, Redford, Rymal,
Savary, Snider, SProat, Stirton, Street,
Thompson (H a 1 d i m a n d), Wallace, Wells,
White, Whitehead, and Young-60.

Nays-Messrs. Archambault, Ault, Bechard,
Bellerose; Benoit, Bertrand, Blanchet, Bown,
Brousseau, Carling, Caron, Cartié, Cart-

wright, Cayley, Chauveau, Cimon, Coffin,
Colby, Costigan, Crawford (Brockville),
Crawford (Leeds), Daoust, Dobbie, Dufresne,
Dunkin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, Grant,
Grover, Heath, Howland, Keeler, Langevin,
Macdonald, Sir J. A., Masson (Soulanges),
Masson (Terreb onne), Macdougall,
McKeagney, McMillan (Vaudreuil), Perry,
Pinsonneault, Pope, Pouliot, Pozer, Rankin,
Ray, Renaud, Rose, Ross (Victoria), Scatch-
erd, Shanly, Simard, Stephenson, Sylvain,
Tilley, Tremblay, Walsh, Webb, Wilson,
Workman, Wright-63.

The Bill was then read a third time and
passed.

THE CURRENCY

Hon. Mr. Rose moved the third reading of
the Bill respecting the currency.

Mr. Bourassa moved an amendment to
make British silver coin a legal tender to the
amount of $100 instead off $10, a British
shilling being received as equivalent to 25c.

Hon. Mr. Holion said that when the Min-
ister of Finance proposed in the early part of
the session to impose 15 per cent on the
importation of silver he promised that that
would be a prelude to some grand scheme
which he was to introduce in this part of the
session to do away with the silver nuisance.
As he had failed to do so his honourable
friend from St. Jean proposed this amend-
ment as a remedy. He (Mr. Holton) did not
think, however, that it was based on sound
principles, and he must oppose it. But he
hoped the Finance Minister would even yet
redeem his pledge and introduce a measure
that would do away with the evil.

The amendment was lost on a division.

Mr. Bourassa then moved an amendment
that British and American silver coin be
receivable to the amount of one-fourth part of
any payment of $40 and upwards.

Lost on a division.
The Bill was then read a third time and

passed.

MARINE AND FISHERIES

On motion, Sir John's Bill for the organiza-
tion of the Department of Marine and Fish-
eries was read a third time and passed.

DEPARTMENT OF INLAND REVENUE

The bill for constituting the Department of
Inland Revenue was read a third time and
passed.
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CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND

On motion of Hon. Mr. Rose, the resolu-
tions respecting the Consolidated Revenue
Fund, reported from Committee of the Whole,
were concurred in.

Hon. Mr. Rose introduced a Bill founded on
the same.

DEPARTMENT OF CUSTOMS

On motion of Hon. Mr. Tilley, the House
went into Committee on the Bill constituting
the Department of Customs-Mr. Lawson in
the Chair.

The Committee rose and reported the Bill
with amendments. The amendment was con-
curred in, and the Bill ordered for a third
reading to-morrow.

RAILWAY BILL

Sir G. E. Cartier moved the second reading
of the Bill respecting railways. The Bill, he
explained, was for the most part a transcript
of the Railway Clause Consolidation Act.

The Bill was read a second time and re-
ferred to the Railways Committee.

THE CROWN AND GOVERNMENT

Sir John A. Macdonald moved the second
reading of the Bill for the better security of
the Crown and Government. The honourable
gentleman explained that under this head
there was a number of Bills which he had
introduced, and which, following English
practice, he had made to comprehend this
subject.

A separate Bill was introduced for each
offence, so that any repeal of one would not
cause a repeal of all.

Mr. Blake said, as the leader of the Gov-
ernment had stated, that the Bis relating to
the criminal laws of the several Provinces,
which was very much alike, with a view also
to the recent criminal legislation in England,
and as there were many measures before the
House which required debate, it would be an
economy of time to take these Bills very
much on trust.

The Bill was read a second time, and the
House went into Committee of the Whole
upon it-Mr. M. C. Cameron in the Chair.

Most of the clauses, after some conversa-
tional discussion, were adopted.

The Committee then rose, reported
progress, and obtained leave to sit again
to-morrow.

ACCESSORIES AND ABETTORS

On motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald-Bill
respecting accessories to abettors of indicta-
ble offences was read a second time and
referred to Committee of the Whole-Mr. M.
C. Cameron in the Chair.

The Committee rose, reported the Bill with
an amendment.

The amendment was read and concurred
in, and the Bill was ordered for a third
reading to-morrow.

BRITISH COPYRIGHT BOOKS

Hon. Mr. Tilley moved the House into
Committee to consider the following resolu-
tion:-That is expedient to authorize the
Governor-in-Council to fix the rates of duty
on foreign reprints of British Copyright
Books imported into Canada, and with regard
to which notice has been given to the Com-
missioners of Customs as requried by the
Imperial Act in that behalf 10 and Il Vie.,
Chap. 95, such duty not to exceed 20 per cent
ad valorem, and to be paid over to the parties
beneficially interested in the copyright-Colo-
nel Gray in the Chair.

The resolution was carried, and the amend-
ment was read a first and second time. A Bill
was introduced and ordered for a second
reading to-morrow.

OFFICERS MENTIONED IN
PENITENTIARY ACT

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald, the
House resolved itself into Committee of the
Whole to take into consideration a resolution
relating to the salaries of officers mentioned
in the Penitentiary Act-Colonel Gray in the
Chair.

The Committee rose and reported the reso-
lution without amendments. The resolution
was read a first and second time, and ordered
to be referred to Committee having the
Penitentiary Act in charge.

FISHERIES

,Sir John A. Macdonald introduced a Bill
for the regulation of the fisheries. Ordered
for a second reading to-morrow.
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SECRETARY OF STATE

Hon. Mr. Langevin moved the first reading
of the amendment made in the Senate to the
Bill respecting the office of Secretary of State
of the administration of Indian and Ord-
nance lands amendment.

Read a first and second time.

Sir John A. Macdonald gave notice that
on Wednesday next he would introduce a Bill
to indemnify certain persons named therein,
having seats in the House of Commons while
holding office under the Crown.

The House adjourned at 20 minutes to 1
o'clock.

Dr. Grant gave notice of amendment to
Militia Bill, providing for the establishment
of a medical department presided over by a
Surgeon-General, ranking as Lieutenant-
Colonel.

Mr. Shanly-Inquiry whether any report
has been made by the Privy Council in the
last despatch of the Duke of Buckingham to
His Excellency relative to the unsatisfied
claim of Geo. Ryland; also what has been
the cause of delay in the payment of interest
due Ryland under award of the late Chief
Justice Carter.

NOTICES





HOUSE OF COMMONS

Tuesday, April 28, 1868
The Speaker took the Chair at three

o'clock.

ACCESSORIES AND ABETTORS

On a motion of Sir John A. Macdonald, the
Bill respecting accessories to and abettors of
criminal off ences was read a third time and
passed.

THE ESTIMATES

A message was brought down from His
Excellency, transmitting estimates of the
sums reqjuired for the public service for the
year ending 30th June, 1869.

The following are the estimates for the
year ending June 3Oth, 1869, laid on the table
to-day:
Civil Government ............... $ 602,700
Administration of Justice ........ . 176,600
Penitentiaries ................... .245,733
Legislation ...................... 299,143
Scientific Institutions ............ 9,750
Arts, Agriculture, and Statistics 7,000
Immigration and Quarantine ... 36,805
Militia and Gun-Boats .......... 1,041,607
Pensions ........................ 1,452
New Militia Pensions ............ . 17,225
Railways (all of them being in Ma-

ritime Provinces) and Intercolon-
ial Survey .................... 1,850,000

Canals ......................... 223,000
Parliament and Departmental

Buildings ..................... 100,000
Rideau Hall ...................... 107,000
Public Buildings Generally .... 25,000
Harbour Piers and Light-houses . 120,000
Other Public Works .............. 140,500
Ocean and Steam River Service 129,600
Light-houses and Coast Service 204,622
Marine Hospitals................ 237,000
Fisheries ........... ........... 36,800
Cullinýg Timýber................... 75,000
Railway and Steamboat Inspection 11,550
Expenses Seignorial Commission 6,000
Indian annuities, etc............. 8,400
Miscellaneous including.......... 100,000
Uforseen Expenses, etc........... 93,912
Expenses connected with

Confederation and Imperial
Legisation thereon ............. 211,312

Collection of Revenue Customs ..
Commutation and Remission Duties

on Imports for the use of Army
and Navy .......... ..........

Inland Revenue .................
Post Office ...................
Public Works, Ontario and Quebec
Public Works, Nova Scotia ......
Publie Works, New Brunswick ....
Collection of Minor Revenues ....

488,261

75,000
158,550
751,000
329,695
240,000
215,000

12,000

Total ................... $ 7,901,855

The detailed estimates are just laid on
the table.
Expenditure authorized by Special

Acts . ....................... $10,059,057

The following are the principal items of
Public Debt-

IN LONDON

Interest on Public Debt, Ontario
and Quebec ...............

Nova Scotia ..................
New Brunswick ................
Interest on Current Account .....

IN CANADA

Interest on Public Debt ..........
Interest on Dominion Stock ......
Interest on floating debt Bank of

Montreal ...................
In Nova Scotia, interest on Public

Debt ......................
Do. on Savings Bank ............
In New Brunswick, interest on

Public Debt ..................
Do. Savings' Bank ..............
Charges of Management, Commis-

sion 'to Financial Agents .......
Do. on Investment for Sinking Fund
Advertising, telegrams, postage, and

Bill Stamps ...................
Cost of Provincial Notes .........
Allowance to Bank of Montreal on

average of notes withdrawn from
circulation ....................

Percentage on Provincial Notes
Circulated ....................

Bank of Montreal for initiating
Provincial Notes ..............

3,132,607
284,910
303,629

25,000

219,250
126,000

105,000

88,800
23,000

11,766
43,000

37,212
2,477

3,675
5,000

156,541

50,000

1,250
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Salaries of Provincial Note Com-
missioners ....... ............. 2,400

Savings Bank, Nova Scotia ....... 2,240
Savings Banks, N.B. Commission to

Savings Bank Agents .......... 1,000
Premium on Exchange .......... 40,000
Sinking Fund ................... 247,713
Redemption of Public Debt-bal-

ance of Guaranteed Loan, London 683,767
Debentures to be redeemed in

Canada ....................... 874,600
To redeem mutilated Notes, Nova

Scotia ........................ 60,000
Civil Government salaries-His Ex-

cellency the Governor-General
B.N.A. Act .................... 48,666

The other items are salaries of judges,
indemnity to members, geological surveys,
pensions, ocean postal subsidy, compensation
to seigneurs $186,786, and seignorial indemni-
ty to townships $45,402, and subsidies to
Provinces.

Hon. Mr. Rose, in moving that the House
resolve itself into Committee of Supply said
that in making his promised financial state-
ment as the most convenient way of present-
ing the information which he proposed to put
the House inpossession of, he would state in
the first place the probable result of the
operations of the current year, ending 30th
June, 1868: He would next state the position
of the floating debt and changes in it since
December last, when he made his previous
financial statement. He would then say a few
words of explanation of the actual position of
the various Provinces towards the Dominion;
he would next state the requirements for the
year 1868 and 1869, and the means by which
the Goverriment proposed to meet these re-
quirements. In the last place he would refer
to the anticipated additions in future years to
the burdens of the country, and the means by
which they proposed to meet these additional
burdens. In December last he stated that the
probable expenditure for the year 1867-68,
would be $16,226,000-of which $1,925,000
was on capital account, leaving as the an-
ticipated ordinary expenditure of the year
$14,301,300. The estimates in detail laid
before the House showed an estimated expen-
diture of $17,225,019 to which had to be
added supplementary estimates, $71,000
-making a total of $17,336,019, instead
of $16,226,000 as estimated in December.
There was in reality however no change of
any consequence. There had to be deducted
as not properly belonging to service of the
year $814,327 arrears paid on account of the

late Province of Canada, and $205,100 expen-
diture, which would not take place before 1st
July next, and which would be struck out
from the estimates before they went through
Committee. Deducting these sums would
reduce the gross expenditure of this year to
$16,316,562 instead of $16,200,000 as estimated
in December. From this estimated total ex-
penditure of $16,316,562 falls to be deducted,
for capital and redemption, $1,863,498, also
arrears of the late Province of Canada still
dependent on vote of the House. He meant
the first to charitable institutions, and the
sums payable to the townships on account of
the Seignorial indemnity fund. These deduc-
tions left $14,321,380 as the ordinary expendi-
ture of the year 1867-1868. Coming to the
anticipated revenue, judging from the experi-
ence of the nine months which we now had,
he believed, the anticipations to be indulged
in in December would be fully realized, and
that there would be a fair and moderate
excess beyond the surplus he then stated. The
gross receipts from customs to 31st December
were $5,318,063. Judging from the receipts of
January, February and March, the total cus-
toms receipts for the current year he estimat-
ed at $9,000,000. Receipts from excise he
estimated at $2,970,000, and those from mis-
cellaneous sources belonging to receipts of the
year $2,725,500, making a total revenue of
$14,695,500, a surplus over estimated expendi-
ture on 30th June next of $374,140, Of the
total expenditure for which a vote was asked
$17,326,000, there had been expended to 15th
April $9,542,000, leaving to be expended be-
tween this and 30th June $7,784,000. He did
not, however, believe the expenditure would
be so much. There had been purposely an
over-estimate, because under the stringent
provisions of the audit Act, it was impossible
the Government could by any means spend
more than Parliament had actually appro-
priated. The floating debt, he stated, in De-
cember to be $6,911,901, including the amount
then in course of remittance to the financial
agents in England to meet the January inter-
est. There were two items not included,
$100,000 to Court of Chancery, which had
been deposited at that time and a balance on
subsidy account to the various Provinces of
$146,759, making a floating debt in December
of $7,158,676; deducting bank balances of
$3,303,869, there was a floating debt in De-
cember of $3,854,807. The balance due the
English agents had not been reduced to
$510,503. There was due the Bank of Mon-
treal $2,500,O00 and to the various Provinces
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$591,667. Total floating debt on the 15th of
April $3,602,299; deduct bank balances, $1,-
893,523, and there was left a net floating debt
of $1,708,776, instead of $3,854,807 as in De-
cember last. The amount due the English
fiscal agents had been reduced by sale of
Nova Scotia bonds to the extent of $1,002,153;
and the floating debt had also been reduced
by sale of Dominion stock to the extent of
$1,600,000. He congratulated the House and
country that there had been such a sensible
diminution of the floating debt, and hoped
before six months were over the Government
would be under no obligations to the banks
or the fiscal agents. The way in which the
Dominion stock had been taken up by the
country exhibited very gratifying features.
There were 61 tenders under par, and 145 at
and above par. The most gratifying feature
connected with the distribution of the stock
was, that it was not taken up by speculators
and capitalists, but was diffused over the
whole country in small sums held by trustees
and executors, charitable institutions and by
individuals who thus invested their small
savings. It had thus the effect of giving the
public at large an interest in the permanency
and stability of the institution of the country.
As regarded the balance of the sum which
had gone in diminution of the floating debt,
that raised by the sale of securities of the
Dominion or of Nova Scotia bonds, sold as
such, it was gratifying to know that this first
financial operation of the Dominion had been
very successful. With regard to the portion of
the floating debt which still existed, he an-
ticipated that it would very soon be dis-
charged by the receipts from the various
services which he had indicated in December,
which could be realized gradually and with-
out disturbance to the commercial interests
of the country. Some progress had been made
in the negotiations with the Great Western
Railway for realizing the considerable indeb-
tedness of that corporation. There had been,
with a similar view, both legislative and
executive action on the indebtedness of the
Bank of Upper Canada. There was a measure
now before the House which would put
Government in possession of considerable
sums and deposits from insurance companies.
A considerable sum would be realized by
the post office savings banks. The Govern-
ment had so far confined themselves to estab-
lishing the post offilce savings banks, and until
they had some practical experience of these,
deferred establishing the proposed Govern-
ment savings banks. He was informed that a

feeling existed to some degree in the coun-
try that the Government was taking posses-
sion of too large an amount of money, which
was needed for the commerce of the country.
This was not the case. He could assure the
House the Government would watch anxious-
ly and vigilantly the effect which any of their
operations would have in withdrawing from
the banking institutions and commercial in-
terests of the country that capital which was
needed to carry on their operations. There
had been very little withdrawn as yet. Very
little of the money invested in Dominion
stock could be looked upon as so withdrawn,
and the small savings deposited in savings
banks would have lain idle and unproductive
if not so invested. The insurance deposits
would not be withdrawn from the commercial
deposits of the country-on the contrary, the
greater portion of them would come from
abroad. He now came to explain the fiscal
relations between the Dominion and the vari-
ous Provinces. The debt of Nova Scotia on lst
July last was $7,435,285, being $564,715 less
than the debt of eight millions with which it
was entitled to enter the Union-but beyond
this it was found that its obligations amount-
ed to a very considerable sum in excess of
the eight millions, being no less than $1,292,-
545, making the total present debt of that
Province $9,292,545. Under the terms of the
Union Act the Dominion became responsible
for all the engagements of the Provinces, no
matter whether they exceeded or not the
amount of debt with which they entered the
Union. To meet the engagements of Nova
Scotia the Dominion had raised cash or other-
wise provided a sum of $3,019,628 since the
first of July last. The receipts from that
Province in the same time were $1,159,288,
showing excess of payments over receipts of
$661,933. (Hear, hear). He mentioned this not
with any sectioral object, but merely as a
matter of account. The debt of New Brun-
swick at the time of the Union was $5,923,422,
leaving a balance of $1,076,578, to make its
quota of seven millions of debt with which it
was entitled to enter the Union, but the
estimated excess of its engagements beyond
the seven millions which had to be provided
for by the Dominion was $792,719. It follows,
therefore, that the amount altogether which
the Dominion had to finance for to make good
the obligation of that Province, was $2,768,-
859, which had to be met in cash or at short
,dates, and was now in course of payment.
The receipts from New Brunswick in the
same time were $760,668, which was the cash
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on hand at the time of the Union, made a
total of $1,036,216 showing an excess of pay-
ment on behalf of the Province over the
receipts of $357,730. (Hear, hear.) The Do-
minion had thus to provide the means of
meeting obligations on the part of these two
Provinces to the amount of $5,148,486. With
regard to Ontario and Quebec, it-was difficult
for many reasons to state their precise posi-
tion in regard to the debt, because the matter
was now a subject of arbitration, and he had
no doubt from the high character of the
arbitrators that they would make a just and
fair award. He paid a high compliment to the
Treasurers of all the Provinces for the man-
ner in which they had acted in harmony with
the Finance Department for the adjustment
of accounts. He then went on to refer to the
estimates for the fiscal year 1868-'69, which
had just been laid before the House. In
dealing with these estimates, it was indispen-
sably riecessary to distinguish between ordi-
nary and extraordinary expenditure. He had
calculated everything which could by any
possibility be included in ordinary expendi-
ture, but beyond this there were works of a
permanent character going on in various
parts of the Dominion, payment for which
could not be made out of current funds, but
must be met by loan, and these he had put
down as extraordinary expenditure, under
the head of Capital Account. It would be seen
by the estimates that the anticipated expendi-
ture for 1868-'69, on ordinary account, was
$13,836,644. He proposed to add to that, but
he did not propose to take a vote for it, the
sum of $154,516, making a possible total ex-
penditure, on ordinary account, of $14,041,-
161. This sum of $154,516, for which a vote
however would not be asked, represented
interest on possible outlay on the Inter-
colonial Railroad and on fortifications. He
estimated operations on Intercolonial would
extend over four years, and on fortifications
five years. He had, therefore, estimated a
possible expenditure on these works this year
running over a period of six months, say
one-eighth of the total expenditure on the
Intercolonial, and one-tenth on fortifications,
making altogether a capital sum the interest
upon which he had just mentioned. And
when the House came to consider the Ways
and Means he would propose that the
Government should be placed in a position to
provide for any possible expenditure that
might become necessary. In addition to this
what he termed ordinary expenditure, there
would have to be met by loans on accounts of

[Mr. Rose (Huntlngdon).3

public works, railways and other operations
now going on, the sum of $2,456,000. With
reference to the amount of the Department,
there was a portion of it for which they
would not be called on to make provision, as
it would be met by the sinking fund. It
amounted to $683,767. The remainder, $874,-
500, would be met by seven per cent bonds,
and these two items found the $1,500,000
required for redemption. It was further es-
timated that there would be an expenditure
on capital account for the Intercolonial
Railroad on the principle he had just men-
tioned. The total work, he estimated, would
extend over a period of four years, and the
six months' operation of 1868-69 would be, on
these two accounts, $968,666. This amount of
course had to be raised by loans. With regard
to the rate of interest, he thought the House
would feel it to be a liberal one. There was
little doubt but with the Imperial guarantee
they would be able to raise part of the money
at four per cent, and with the addition of
their own guarantee the balance might be
raised at five per cent. The estimates he had
just submitted, could not undoubtedly be
classed as large. He was by no means dis-
posed to underrate the public burdens. He
took it that in considering this question of
expenditure, it became their duty to see that
they restricted the ordinary expenditure of
the Dominion within as narrow limits as
possible. There must be no waste of the
public money and he would now propose to
state to the House that there were certain
expenditures which it was impossible to
reduce, such for instance as the interest on
the public debt, the subsidies payable to the
various Provinces, the seignorial payments,
accounts payable to the Indian fund, sum
necessary for the post office and steamship
service under contract, and for the mainte-
nance of public works. All these were incapa-
ble of reduction and formed a total of 7 per
cent of this whole expenditure. He would
now mention items, with regard to which it
was the desire of the Government to see
whether it was not possible to reduce them.
These included the expenditure for civil
Government, for the administration of Jus-
tice, for the legislation of the House, Militia,
Public Works, Customs and Excise, Mis-
cellaneous, Immigration and Fisheries, involv-
ing an amount equal to 30 per cent of their
whole expenditure. And with regard to these
items, the Government had not been remiss
in their efforts to reduce them as rapidly as
possible, consistent with the due efficiency
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of the public service. As a sample of what
had been done by the Government in this
direction he would mention the audit meas-
ure introduced last session, which he believed
a truly important measure-one which pro-
vided that every shilling of the public moneys
voted and not spent, on July lst, should be
put back into the Treasury, to be obtainable
from thence only by a new vote. Then the
new Civil Service Bill was also a step in the
same direction, and so was the Bill with
reference to Contingencies. Compared with
the estimates of 1867-68, it would be seen
that there was a considerable reduction this
year. The Government thought they could see
their way clearly to a reduction of between
$30,000 and $40,000 under the provisions of
the two Bills last mentioned. He now came to
indicate the sources from which he proposed
to derive revenue, and the principles which
had guided the Government in the matter.
Before proceeding further he desired to ap-
peal to the forbearance and patriotism of
members representing the various localities,
he appealed to them not to ask at the hands
of the Government, at the present time, ap-
propriations for new works. Clearly it was of
the best importance to the credit of the
Dominion that they should not start with
anything like a deficiency, but that their
income should be more than sufficient to meet
their expenditure. Another reason which the
Government could not lose sight of in fram-
ing their taxation in the manner in which he
was about to indicate was, that the duty of
the present hour was the consolidation of the
Union not to impose any burdens which were
not pressingly necessary. They felt that every
new tax was liable to be misrepresented and
misunderstood, and as there were some por-
tions of the Dominion not yet entirely recon-
ciled to Union, he believed the policy which
he had alluded to would commend itself to
the country generally. This Government had
also to bear in mind their position with
relation to the United States. The Ministry
were not insensible to the trying circum-
stances in which the country had been placed
in consequence of the repeal of the Recip-
rocity Treaty and the unwise restrictive legis-
lation adopted by the Americans. The Gov-
ernment could not lose sight of the fact that
many of the great products of the Provinces
had been prohibited from United States mar-
kets, and that in consequence the coal trade
of Nova Scotia was languishing, men working
but two or three days a week. The lumberers
of this country too, had been almost prohibit-

ed by a high tariff from entering the
American markets. Provincial grains and
fisheries shared the same fate. All these con-
siderations had been borne in mind by the
Government; but they felt that anything like
a retaliatory or restrictive policy at the pres-
ent moment would not be conducive to the
best interests of the country. (Hear, hear).
The honourable gentleman alluded next to
the recent removal of one of the great obsta-
cles to a free intercourse between the Do-
minion and the United States, he meant the
ahnost entire sweeping away of all the taxes
on internal manufacture in the States. That
indicated a desire on the part of the people of
the United States to adopt a more liberal
policy. Besides, the feeling of Congress ap-
peared to be undergoing a change in favour of
a renewal of reciprocity and the information
that that body had caused to be procured and
laid before them still further showed then
the folly of the abolition of that treaty and
the benefit flowing from unrestrained inter-
course with the provinces. It was a matter of
fact that the great gas interests in Boston,
New York and the Atlantic cities were clam-
orous for a repeal of the duty on coal; and
other large interests were also lamenting the
pressure occasioned by the restrictive policy
in force. The honourable gentleman went on
to show that the exclusion of the products of
Canada from United States markets had not
been an unmitigated evil, inasmuch as in
consequence of it the people of the provinces
had been forced into other and more remu-
nerative markets. One of these was the West
Indies, and he -believed firmly, as he stood
there, that the splendid trade of that section
might be grasped by the people of this coun-
try. The total trade of that section with the
United States had reached $34,400,000, and
this trade consisted mainly of articles which
the provinces produced and had for export.
Without trespassing further on the time and
attention of the House to explain the motives
and policy of the Government, he would add
that their desire was to make as few changes
as possible, and that these should be in the
direction of conciliating their friends in the
Maritime Provinces, and also that they should
not be such as further to restrict intercourse
with the United States. He then referred to
the tariff changes. He said Government in-
tended to take the duty off flour, meal grain,
corn and bread stuffs of all kinds. (Hear, hear).
Also to take off tonnage dues for lighthouse
purposes, and make a change in the duty on
molasses in the shape of a reduction, and to
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revive sugar duties, a class with which there
was great difficulty in dealing, especially to
meet the views of importers and refiners. Be-
tween these two arose great interest of en-
couraging direct trade with the West Indies.
One of the great objections to the present
tariff, was the inequality of its operation. It
was a purely specific rate graduated according
to a certain scale as near as possible to the
English standard. In England, however, there
were only four or five ports at which sugar
was imported, and with experienced men at
these, there was little difficulty in having the
rate of duty collected exactly according to the
number and quality of the sugar. The opera-
tion of specific duty there was comparatively
easy, but the case was very different with the
number of ports in the Dominion. Government,
therefore, having due regard for the interest
of consumer and purpose of revenue, came to
the conclusion to recommend mixed ad valo-
rem, and specific rate, viz., 25 per cent ad
valorem, and 1 per cent per pound on all
sugar above number 9 Dutch standard and 25
ad valorem, and . of a cent per pound on
sugars below No. 9 D.S. They also proposed
to reduce molasses to 24 per cent ad valorem
-Melado, 25 ad valorem, and § of a cent spe-
cific duty on molasses for refining purposes,
would remain as at present. The duty on
which was to be 20 per cent, ad valorem and
10 cents per gallon, whether in bottle or
wood; also 10 per cent ad valorem on beer
and porter, in addition to specific duties now
collected, and 5 per cent on some articles of
iron. A small export duty would be imposed
on pine logs and shingle boards. On animals
there would be a specific duty instead of ad
valorem as at present, there would be $15 on
horses, $10 on cattle, $2 on swine, and $1 on
sheep. It is also proposed in the way of excise
to impose a small additional rate on spirits
equivalent to remission on corn. It is also
proposed to place excise duty of 5 cents per
barrel on refined petroleum, all of which
would be subjected to inspection. Instead of
permitting articles such as tea, coffee, wine,
etc., to be imported free for the use of Her
Majesty's troops, an equivalent money pay-
ment was provided for in the estimates, con-
siderable difficulty and abuse having arisen
from this cause. And went on to say the con-
dition of the trade of the country was a subject
upon which Government had bestowed much
consideration, in estimating the probable reve-
nue for 1868-69, and the conclusion at which
they came was that it would not be safe to cal-
culate upon a larger revenue than during the

[Mr. Rose (Huntingdon).]

past year. The estimated revenue was-from
customs, $9,100,000; excise, including duty on
petroleum, $3,540,000; miscellaneous, $2,500,-
000; total revenue, $15,140,000, against a total
estimated ordinary expenditure of $14,042,161,
showing a surplus of $1,071,839. He did not
consider this an over-estimate. If the country
enjoyed average prosperity, he had no reason
to doubt that this amount of revenue would
fall short. He had used the term "ordinary
expenditure as distinguished from "ex-
traordinary". Under extraordinary expendi-
ture he included the sum of $348,700 to be
spent in Ontario and Quebec; Nova Scotia
railways, lighthouses, etc., $690,000; New
Brunswick railways, lighthouses, etc., $1,-
237,000; Intercolonial Railway, $180,300-
making a total to the capital account of
$2,456,000, to which might be added two
sums on account of redemption of public
debt, amounting to $1,618,267. This was ex-
clusive of fortifications. The honourable gen-
tleman then went on to speak of the effect of
the proposed changes in the tariff on the
revenue.

Affer recess,

Hon. Mr. Rose resumed. He said he felt his
work would be only half performed if he did
not say a few words with reference to the
future he had indicated, and the state of their
existing obligations. The necessity for con-
structing the Intercolonial Railway was ac-
knowledged on all hands. Without it there
could have been no Union, and therefore
regarding that expenditure no observation
would be necessary, and in considering their
relations with other countries much needed
not to be said as to the duty of taking their
fair share towards the defence of the Do-
minion, and doing that without which all
their expenditure for militia purposes would
have been rendered useless. He would there-
fore proceed at once to state the extreme
limit of the annual charge for the Inter-
colonial Railroad and for fortifications. The
gross amount of outlay for the Intercolonial
Railway, for fortifications and for the sinking
fund would be for the first year, $309,033; the
second year it might be assumed at $618,066;
third year, $927,100; fourth year, $1,236,133;
fifth year, $1,289,666. This last year the max-
imum annual charge both for interest and
sinking fund had been reached, there would
be provided a sinking fund of 1 per cent to
provide repayment of the debt in a given
number of years, and in 38 or 41 years,
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according as the sinking fund was invested at
5 or 6 per cent, the debt would be extin-
guished. To show that without further undue
pressure on the resources of the country, the
required amount could be raised. The honou-
rable gentleman referred to the past history
of the Provinces, showing that for eight or
ten years past there had been à steady in-
crease of 'the Provinces in population and
wealth. During the last nine years the impor-
tance of Canada proper increased upwards of
81 per cent, exports 94 per cent; and a
similarly cheering progress, though not to
such a great extent, had been made by the
Maritime Provinces in the period. There was
no reason to doubt this progressive increase
would obtain in the future as in the past. In
the exports of agricultural products, of the
products of the forest, of animals and their
products, and of manufactures, there had
been a corresponding large increase, showing
very large expansion of the productive pow-
ers of the country. Then, too, the means of
carrying the foreign trade of the country had
largely increased, inward and outward ton-
nage having increased to an enormous extent.
He gave detailed figures to show the increase
that had taken place under these heads, and
also the increase of population in the several
Provinces together with increase in commer-
cial progress and wealth as shown by expan-
sion of banking capital employed in the coun-
try, and amount deposited in banking institu-
tions, all of which afforded evidence of the
steady and gratifying progress of the country,
and a cheering indication of a prosperous
future before us. If we worked together in
harmony, if we cemented this Union, if we
developed the resources of all the Provinces,
there could be no doubt as to what was in
store for us in the future. He was not an
enthusiast, but he could say that with aur
vast resources remaining to be developed,
and with a hardy, thrifty and energetic popu-
lation, no more certain prospect was ever
enjoyed by any country, if we only did our
duty. (Hear, hear). He did not allude to these
satisfactory features of our position in order
to offer any encouragement to extravagant
expenditure. On the contrary, he thought
whatever Government might be in power, the
people would demand a careful and economi-
cal administration of public affairs. He
thought the present Government could not
fairly be accused of any other than a desire
to confine expenditure within the smallest

possible limits, and to promote by every
means in its power the public wealth. (Hear).
He then referred to statements often made,
respecting the load of debt this country had
to support, and pointed out that the people of
New Zealand had $6 per head; Queensland
$4.97. New South, Wales, $3.21; Victoria,
$2.88; South Australia, $2.16; Tasmania,
$1.51; while in Canada it was only $1.12j. He
also compared the amount of taxation here
and in New York State, arguing that figures
elicited by the Finance Committee of the
Albany Conention, that State's taxation there
was $45 a yeaz per head as against $5 in
Canada, and proportion of national debt $158
as against $28 in Canada. The honourable
gentleman concluded by an appeal, to Nova
Scotia members. The policy of the Govern-
ment had been framed with a view to remove
any injustice that Province may have suff-
ered, and he trusted that policy would con-
vince them that their interests would be
regarded and that their voice and their re-
monstrances would be heard in that House.
In the last words of one who had passed from
them, they would shape their policy with
the view to conquer them with kindness.
(Cheers).

Mr. Connell said he was satisfied the policy
announced by the Minister of Finance would
have the support of the House and would
commend itself to the people of the Domin-
ion. He called attention to the item in the
estimates for departmental salaries and con-
tingencies and to the fact that particular
salaries were not mentioned.

Hon. Mr. Rose said the estimate for that
item was based upon existing salaries which
had all been given in the last estimates. He
had brought down the item in this way to
enable Government to effect reductions. The
estimate for this item last year was $580,533,
but on account of the reductions lately made
in the contingent expenses he would only ask
a vote of $550,000.

Sir G. E. Cartier then at some length
repeated in French the main features of the
statement of the Minister of Finance.

Hon. Mr. Holion made some general re-
marks on the statement submitted by the
Finance Minister. The honourable gentleman
claimed that there would be a surplus at the
end of the financial years 1867-68, but it was
evident from lis sexplanations that he had
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increased the funded debt more than he had
decreased the unfunded debt. This increase
had gone to meet the ordinary expenses of
country, and therefore the surplus on which
he congratulated the House could have no
real existence. Referring to the remarks of
the Finance Minister about the indebtedness
of the several provinces, he could not under-
stand how the representatives of Nova Scotia
who took part in framing the Union Act
could have been so utterly out of their reck-
oning as the statement of the Finance Min-
ister to-night showed that they had been. It
appeared that the debt of Nova Scotia was
already largely in excess of what she was
permitted to take into the Union, and this
excess must go in abatement of her subsidy
and diminish pro rata her resources for the
ordinary purposes of Government. The same
was true also, though not to the same extent,
with reference to New Brunswick. Mr. Holton
proceeded to express his regret that the Fi-
nance Minister should have adhered to the
old fallacy of distinguishing between ordinary
and extraordinary expenditure under cover of
which for 7 or 8 years, the late Minister of
Finance had left a large deficit at the end of
each year's operations. The honourable gen-
tleman had said a good deal about the advan-
tages of establishing a West India trade. He
<Mr. Holton) was in the highest degree favou-
rable to developing our inland navigation;
but he could not conceal from himself that
the St. Lawrence was not the direct route. He
doubted whether it was a practicable route
from our inland lakes to the tropics.

EXCISE DUTIES

On motion of Hon. Mr. Howland the House
resolved itself into Committee of Ways and
Means, the Hon. Col. Gray in the Chair.

Hon. Mr. Howland then moved the adop-
tion of the following resolutions:

ist. That it is expedient to impose an
Excise Duty of three cents per gallon on ail
spirits manufactured in Canada, in addition
to the Excise Duties now imposed thereon.

2nd. That it is expedient to impose an
Excise Duty of five cents per gallon on all
petroleum and coal oil manufactured in
Canada.

3rd. That it is expedient to provide for the
inspection of all petroleum and coal oil
manufactured in or imported into Canada,
and for the forfeiture of all such as may be
offered for sale without having been inspect-
ed, and to impose thereon an inspection fee of

[LMr. Holton (Chateauguay).]

twenty cents for each and every barrel, cask,
or package so inspected.

41h. That it is expedient to provide that no
person shall carry on the business of refining
petroleum or coal oil without a license for
which a sum of fifty dollars shall be paid;
such license to be renewed annually.

Sth. That the first and second of the forego-
ing resolutions shall take effect immediately
on the passing thereof, and that the third and
fourth shall take effect on and after the first
day of July next.

The Hon. Minister of Inland Revenue briefly
explained the effect of the resolutions, and
the reasons which had led the Government
to introduce them.

Mr. Mackenzie objected to several points
in the resolutions. He contended that the
inspection fee of 20 cents per barrel was
altogether too much. The oil ought to be
measured in the tanks, by which the expense
would be much reduced, and the inspection
could be as safely done in this way as in the
barrel, as the officer could know exactly how
many barrels were in a tank.

Hon. Mr. Howland, in reply, explained that
it was not intended that the excise should
apply to stock on hand; and with respect to
the duty representations had been made to
the Governiment, asking them to impose a
much higher rate of excise. Some had recom-
mended as high a rate as twenty cents per
gallon, but the Government had fixed what
they believed was a fair rate, seeing that it
was not intended to change the import duty
on petroleum.

A conversational discussion then ensued
between Messrs. Mackenzie and Howland.

Hon. Mr. Holton called attention to the
fact that the day on which the first and
second resolutions should take effect was not
mentioned.

Hon. Mr. Howland thereupon struck out
the word "immediately" from the said resolu-
tion and inserted instead thereof "on and
from the 29th April, 1868."

Hon. Mr. Tilley then called the attention of
the Committee to the proposed changes in the
tariff, already explained by the Minister of
Finance. The change in the duty on wines
really admitted the cheap French wines in
bottle at a lower rate than formerly, though
on the whole increasing the duty on wines of
all grades by thirty-five thousand dollars. He
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briefly explained the changes introduced, and
said that if the resolutions were now agreed
to, another opportunity would be given to
members to discuss the proposed changes.

Mr. Mackenzie protested against the impo-
sition of an import duty on rice. It appeared
to him as if the Government, having deter-
mined to abandon the duty on flour and
grain, had gone over the free list to discover
what other articles of food they could tax.
(Laughter.) It appeared to him that some
thirty thousand or forty thousand dollars
could be raised in a less objectionable and
offensive way.

Hon. Mr. Tilley explained tha; if the reve-
nue could not be raised from one article it
must be raised from another. He regarded the
duty upon rice as not bearing upon the poor-
er classes, for it only entered into the con-
sumption of those who were well-to-do. It
could not be regarded as a tax upon the poor
man.

Mr. Mackenzie protested that it was a tax
on the food of the poor man, as any grocer
could testify.

The several resolutions, on motion of Hon.
Mr. Tilley, were then agreed to, considerable
discussion having taken place on the transfer
of the article of soap from the fifteen to the
twenty-five per cent list.

Messrs. Mackenzie, D. A. McDonald and
Young, strongly opposed the change.

Mr. McDonald (Lunenburg) thought it was
time that the system of protecting every little
petty manufacture which was started in the
country, should be abandoned. They had al-
ready the example of the United States to
show the pernicious effects of this system.

Hon. Mr. Tilley thought that the public
could just as well afford to pay twenty-flve
per cent for fancy soap, which was not by
any means a necessity, as for ginger, mace,.
nutmegs and pepper.

Hon. Mr. Holton moved that perfumed and
fancy soap be struck out of the list and
placed in the 15 per cent list.-Lost on divi-
sion.

Mr. McDonald (Lunenburg) advocated a
reduction on printing paper, from 15 to 5
per cent.

Mr. Rymal thought it deplorable that the
food for the mind, as well as for the body,.
must be taxed. He considered a tax on papers
and printing material most objectionable, as
fallirg on the poor man most oppressively.

The discussion was continued, several
members taking part.

The several resolutions providing for the
changes in the tariff were finally passed.

The Committee rose and reported the ex-
cise and tariff resolutions as adopted, and
asked leave to sit again to-morrow (this day).

The report was adopted, and the House
adjourned at twenty minutes past two.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Wednesday, April 29, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

STANDING COMMITTEE ON
RAILWAYS

Hon. Mr. Holion moved that Mr. Blake be
added to the Standing Committee on Rail-
ways; stating that the object was to have the
benefit of Mr. Blake's legal knowledge in
considering the clauses of the Railway Act.
Carried.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING

Mr. Gibbs moved to add the name of T. R.
Merritt to the Committee of Banking and
Commerce. Carried.

PRIVATE BILLS COMMITTEE

Mr. Morris moved that Messrs. Langlois,
Merritt and Cartwright be added to the
Committee on Private Bills. Carried.

QUESTIONS

After the business of routine had been
disposed of, it was elicited from Ministers in
reply to the understated questions, viz.:

PARLIAMENTARY GROUNDS

Mr. Morris-Whether it is the intention of
the Government to cause the grounds in front
of the Parliament Buildings to be planted
with trees during the present season?

Hon. Mr. McDougall said it was the inten-
tion of the Government to have the grounds
around the Parliament Buildings planted, but
whether with trees or shrubs was not yet
determined.

COMPOSITE SHIPS

Hon. Mr. Chauveau-Whether it is the in-
tention of the Government to grant a boun-
ty, for a limited number of years, for the
constructon of composite ships?

Sir J. A. Macdonald said it was not the
intention of the Government to grant any
bounty for the construction of composite
ships.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE STATUTES

Hon. Mr. Huntington-Whether it is the
intention of the Government to furnish the
statutes of Canada to Justices of the Peace
throughout the Dominion?

Sir J. A. Macdonald said the enactments of
this session were of such importance that
the Government intended to furnish each
Magistrate throughout the Dominion duly
qualified to act, with a copy of the Statutes
of the present session. He did not mean,
however, to indicate what course hereafter
might be taken as to the distribution of the
Statutes. They would call the attention of
Parliament next session to the whole subject.

THE SILVER NUISANCE

Mr. Bechard-Whether it is the intention
o! the Government to introduce during the
present session, any measure calculated to re-
mnove the depreciated value now attached to
the silver coin current in the Dominion.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said it was not the
intention of the Governiment to ask any legis-
lation this session on the value o! silver coin.
They hoped, however, by Administrative Acts,
to relieve if not altogether to remove, what
was known as the silver nuisance.

NOVA SCOTIA SENTIMENTS

Mr. E. M. McDonald moved the House into
Committee of the Whole to consider the fol-
lowing resolutions:

1. That the systemn of Government existing
for many years previous to the year 1867, was
well adapted to secure the happiness of the
people, and to strengthen and perpetuate their
attachment to the British Crown, while under
its operation the wealth and general prosper-
ity of the Province rapidly increased.

2. That it appears from a petition to the
British Parliament signed by nearly forty
thousand inhabitants of Nova Scotia, praying
that the Act of Confederation should not be
passed, until the people might have an op-
portunity to express their opinion at the polls,
and also from the reports of numerous public
meetings transmitted to the Colonial Office,
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that the majority of the people of that Prov-
ince were opposed to the passing of that Act,
by which their relations with the British
Government were to be changed, the auton-
omy of the Province destroyed, and the
privilege long enjoyed of regulating their
own commercial affairs and collecting and dis-
bursing their own revenues taken away.

3. That the passing of the British North
America Act by the Parliament of Great
Britain, without the consent of the people of
Nova Scotia, was a departure from those
principles by which the authority of the
Mother Country over these Colonies has been
regulated for the past twenty-five years, un-
wise in itself, an unsafe precedent, and not
justified by any existing circumstances in the
local affairs of that Province.

4. That it now appears from the result of
the elections held on the 18th day of Sep-
tember, 1867, at which the approval or disap-
proval of the Confederation Act was a test
question, signed by fifty-two of the fifty-sev-
en elected representatives of that Province,
and from an address to the Crown unani-
mously passe2d by the Local House of As-
sembly at Halifax, praying that the Province
should be restored to the political status en-
joyed before the Act referred to was passed,
and also from the more recent action of the
Local Government in sending delegates to
England to urge the prayer of that petition
upon the Government and Legislature of
Great Britain, that Nova Scotia still avows
her hostility to that Act, and her earnest
desire to be freed from its operation.

5. That no form of Government can be
successful that does not command the confi-
dence and approval of the people subject to
its control, and to compel Nova Scotia to
remain in a political connection thrust upon
her without her consent, against which she
now protests, and from which the vast
majority of her people have asserted their
determination to be free, would aggravate the
discontent and political distractions now
notoriously existing in that Province, would
be detrimental to the best interests of the
whole country, and might even imperil the
peace of the Dominion.

Mr. E. M. McDonald said there had already
been two or three Nova Scotia debates during
the present session, and he did not know that
anything very new could be stated as to the
facts of the case. Of the resolutions, four
were little more than a recall of facts that
could not be denied, resting on evidence
before the House or easily accessible to

members, while another stated a principle
which he thought so self evident, that it could
not be controverted and was hardly debata-
ble. He did not therefore anticipate any very
lengthened debate. The people of Nova Scotia
protested against this Union. Her representa-
tives were here in this Parliament of the
Confederation, but they were here simply in
obedience to the law, and it was surely no
disgrace to them that they obeyed the laws. It
had been said in another place that there was
no record on the journals of this Parliament
that the representatives of Nova Scotia pro-
tested against the Union. It was his desire to
place such a record on the journals in order
that there might be no doubt as to the
circumstances under which that Province was
brought into the Union. It was her desire to
be restored to her former position. The exer-
cise of power which was complained of by
Nova Scotia was most arbitrary. It struck a
blow at a principle which was of the utmost
importance to the maintenance of free Gov-
ernment and which should be dear to every
man here, what is Nova Scotia's case to-day
may be Canada's to-morrow. The same power
that legislated away the institutions of Nova
Scotia without the consent of the people in
1867, might legislate Canada in the same way,
in 1869. The principle, therefore, to which he
asked the assent of this House was one not
only of critical importance, but of the utmost
practical consequence. The Union had been
brought about mainly to do away with the
sectional difficulties which had existed be-
tween Upper and Lower Canada. Yet now we
found the same sectionalism continued and
extended in the Cabinet. One seat in the
Cabinet was now vacant, because a Nova
Scotian possessing the confidence of the peo-
ple could not be found to fill it. There was
another aspect of this sectionalism. There was
at this time a direct antagonism between the
Dominion and the Local Government in Nova
Scotia. And what was the case of Nova Scotia
in this respect now, might be the case next
year of Ontario, Quebec, or New Brunswick.
Jealous and sectional differences might arise,
which might at any moment produce this
result. From considerations of this kind, he
thought it was evident that the sole reason on
which this Act of Confederation was sought
to be justified, that it would consolidate and
unite the interest of all the Provinces of
British America, had not been realized in the
results. The history of the Confederation so
far was not calculated to give confidence as
to its stability and success. It started on the
1st of July last with a debt for its population

April 29, 1868



COMMONS DEBATES

of three and a half millions, equal to the
whole debt of the United States at the end of
the first six months of the late war for a
population of thirty-five millions; and yet, as
if that debt was not large enough, measures
had already been adopted, and were in
process of being adopted, which would add to
this debt almost unlimited liabilities. The
burden might not be very severely felt at
present, but let these liabilities be incurred
when pinching hard times come, and the
people of Canada found that they had not
realized the prosperity which was promised,
they would begin to consider that it would
have been well for themselves had they lis-
tened in time to the remonstrances of Nova
Scotia. It had been said that if Nova Scotia
were out of the Union, she would be worse
off than she now is. The last three years the
debt of Nova Scotia had been more than
doubled. It would seem that from the time
the delegates assembled in Quebec until it
was finally consummated in England, the men
governing that Province set thenselves delib-
erately to ruin the Province of Nova Scotia,
by bringing it into such a position of debt
and embarrassment through a variety of mad
schemes that it would have no alternative but
to submit to Confederation. This was a
gloomy picture, but if Nova Scotia were sepa-
rate from the Dominion, she would at least
have the liberty to manage ber own debt in
her own way; and ber recuperative power
and rapidly increasing prosperity would soon
enable ber to overcome any temporary
difficulty. The Minister of Finance had stated
that on the 30th of June next Nova Scotia
Would have received from the Dominion
$600,000 more than she had contributed to the
Dominion Treasury. He would not inquire
now if that statement was correct or not, but
if it were true he would ask what advantage
was Canada to gain by compelling Nova
Scotia to remain in the Union? The people
of Nova Scotia disliked the Union, not merely
because of itself or its financial consequences,
but because of the mode in which it was
thrust upon them. The question was not now
one of comparative advantages, but it was a
question of human liberty, of political free-
dom, of right and wrong, on which he asked
the House to express an opinion. He asked
the House to consider what might be the
consequence if the appeal of Nova Scotia was
refused? If the delegation to England re-
turned with an unfavourable answer, the peo-
ple in some parts of the Province becoming
exasperated might determine to resist the

laws of this Dominion, might determine no
longer to pay its Custom duties. He said this
not by way of threat but by way of warning.
The non-payment of Dominion Customs was
a matter which had been fully discussed
through the Province. Suppose in the excited
state of feeling which would be produced by
want of success of the mission of the dele-
gates this should be carried out, and suppose
that in the enforcement of the laws some
persons were arrested. Suppose the populace
effected a rescue! Suppose the troops were
called out and blood shed, what would be the
state of things that would follow? Small in
number as the population of Nova Scotia
might be, still they numbered 350,000, the
descendants of Englishmen, Irishmen and
Scotchmen, who have been trained to believe
and know that they had a right to control
their own destinies. He said this in no spirit
of disloyalty, but the House would be won-
derfully blind if it refused to look at such
probabilities. It should be remembered, too,
that from New Brunswick and Nova Scotia
there had gone forth to the United States
many thousands and tens of thousands of
young men who were now watching anxious-
ly the tendency of events in their native
Provinces. When these men saw their own
people restrained by force of arms, driven
into political connections which they despised
and abhorred, and that blood had been shed
in restraining them, what would be the re-
sult? not the raid of a rabble horde as in the
Fenian affair, but the invasion and uprising
of many thousands of the best blood of the
Province. Such an expedition would only end
in ruin and disaster, but it was a result which
should be avoided by every means in the
power of those who wished well to British
interests on this continent. He had every
confidence in appealing to the House to give
the resolution, he had now the honour to
submit, a caln and careful consideration.

Hon. Mr. Johnson wished to know if the
honourable gentleman from Lunenburg un-
derstood what he had been talking about?
Did he not know that it required the same
power to undo as was required to do? and
that if he wanted to repeal the Union it could
be done not by this Legislature, but by the
Imperial Parliament? He went on to contend
that the argument of the member for Lu-
nenburg, that because a large portion of the
people of Nova Scotia opposed the Union, it
should be repealed, was fallacious. It was a
fact of more importance that nine-tenths of
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the population of the Dominion were in fa-
vour of maintaining the Union as a means of
maintaining British interests on this conti-
nent.

Mr. Morris said in view of the fact, that
there was now a delegation from Nova Scotia,
representing before the Colonial Office the
views of those who were opposed to the
Union, he thought it would have been a more
judicious course to have refrained from plac-
ing these resolutions before the House, but as
they had come before the House, it behoved
the House to deal with them from a national
and imperial point of view, from the stand
point of the interests of British subjects on
this continent. Mr. Morris proceeded to state
that from all sides of the House, every dispo-
sition had always been shown to meet the
views of Nova Scotia so far as that was
practicable. He then appealed to Nova Scotia
to rise above petty and narrow prejudices
and interests, and to look rather to what were
our larger interests as a portion of the British
Empire, and concluded by moving the follow-
ing amendment:- "That the House do not
now go into Committee on said resolution,
and that it be resolved that in the opinion of
this House the interest of the British Empire
as well as of the Dominion and of the several
Provinces of which it is composed, will be
promoted by the maintenance and consolida-
tion of the existing Union, and that this
House confidently trusts that a due attention
to the interests of the people of the whole
Dominion and a wise and judicious course of
legislation will result in a general acceptance
of the Union by the inhabitants of the Do-
minion, and will conduce to the well being
and advancement of the whole community."

Hon. Mr. Dorion said this amendment
would have come better had it been moved
after the House went into Committee of the
Whole. If the House adopted it as a bar to
going into Committee, it would be considered
that the House had refused to entertain any
consideration of what were felt to be griev-
ances by the whole people of Nova Scotia. He
hoped the member for Lanark would with-
draw his motion and allow the House to go
into Committee on the resolutions.

Sir John A. Macdonald hoped the member
for Lanark would not agree to this proposi-
tion. To refuse to go into Committee on the
resolution did not in the slightest degree
interfere with their fullest discussion; on the
other hand, to go into Committee on the
resolution was to affirma that there was some-

[Mr. Johnson (Northumberland).]

thing correct in their principle. If any mem-
ber thought there was a spark of principle in
these resolutions which ought to be affirmed
by this House, then he might vote for going
into Committee on then; but if any honoura-
ble gentleman thought that the whole tenden-
cy of the resolutions was contrary to what he
believed to be correct, then he would falsify
his own position and his own judgment by
consenting to go into Committee. The princi-
ple affirmed in these resolutions he (Sir John
A.) was prepared from beginning to end to
deny, and he could not stultify himself by
agreeing that they should go into Committee
of the Whole.

Mr. Jones (Halifax), spoke in support of the
original resolutions. He stated that the feeling
of Nova Scotia against the Union was more
intense and unanimous than it had ever
previously been. He ventured to say, without
fear of contradiction, that three-fourths, even
of those who had voted as Unionists at the
last election, would to-day rejoice if repeal
could be carried. Any one travelling through
Nova Scotia could not mistake the feeling of
the peoplecould not avoid seeing that they
had come to the settled conclusion that they
could not remain in their present state of
political existence.

Hon. Mr. Holton said he doubted very
much the propriety of the course which the
member for Lanark had taken with reference
to these resolutions. The honourable member
would not allow the House to consider the
resolutions in detail, but asked the House to
affirm something else. He did not say he
would support these resolutions; although he
(Mr. Holton) had thought it unwise to con-
summate the Union without the free consent
of all the Provinces, he was not disposed now
at this stage to vote that it should be re-
pealed; but he desired the House should have
an opportunity to pronounce on the fact that
it was exceedingly to be regretted that this
Union had been forced on the people of Nova
Scotia without their consent and against their
will. He desired to make the Union accepta-
ble to the people of Nova Scotia, and he
thought it would be the part of wisdom and
statesmanship for this House when the ques-
tion was thus forced upon them, to deal with
the facts of the case fairly and dispassionate-
ly and in a spirit of condition towards Nova
Scotia; to admit they had grievances to com-
plain of, and to endeavour by every legiti-
mate means to satisfy them that they had to
look for good Government rather through the
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operation of this constitution than through its
repeal. But let not the House tell them that
the measures adopted to revolutionize
them against their will were all right. He
begged to move an amendment to the amend-
ment, the following:-

That considering the discontent which is alleged
to prevail in Nova Scotia in consequence of the
passage of the British North American Act of 1867;
it is desirable that this House should form itself
into Committee of the Whole to consider the
grievances of which the people of that Province
complain.

Sir G. E. Cartier said the resolutions of the
member for Lunenburg were objectionable in
several particulars. The House was asked to
go into Committee to consider certain facts
and matters, a great part of which they might
have heard of as mattërs of notoriety, but of
which they had not that authentic knowledge
which a Parliament ought to have before
arriving at any conclusion.

Mr. E. M. McDonald said the Government
and the House were in possession of the
address which had been passed by the Leg-
islature of Nova Scotia.

Sir G. E. Cartier said the House was no
doubt aware that the Local Parliament of
Nova Scotia had passed an Address; but as to
other facts set forth in these resolutions they
had no knowledge-for instance, that a peti-
tion against Confederation had been signed
by 40,000 inhabitants of Nova Scotia. He
denied, moreover, that the Union Act was
passed without the consent of the people of
Nova Scotia. It was passed with their consent,
as expressed by their representatives and by
the Ministry of the day. He denied that
submitting such a matter to a popular vote
would have been in accordance with the
principles of the British Constitution. If the
people were not satisfied with the conduct of
their representatives they should have acted
in such manner as to upset the Government
of the day, and to bring about a change of its
policy. When the people of Nova Scotia con-
plained of not having been properly treated,
he asked them to look back twenty-eight
years, and see how the Union of the two
Canadas was brought about, without Lower
Canada having been consulted either through
vote of its people, or the voice of any Leg-
islative body.

After the recess,

CANADIAN LAKE UNDERWRITERS'
ASSOCIATION

Mr. Morrison introduced a Bill to incorpo-
rate the Canadian Lake Underwriters' As-
sociation-ordered to be referred to the
Standing Committee on Banking and Com-
merce.

MERCHANTS' BANK OF CANADA

Mr. Abbot moved the second reading of
the Bill for the amalgamation of the Com-
mercial and Merchants' Bank--ordered for
the consideration of the Committee of the
Whole to-morrow.

BILLS FROM THE SENATE

The Speaker announced Bills from the
Senate constituting the Department of Marine.
and Fisheries, and the Bill providing for the
wife and children of the late Mr. McGee
without amendment.

NOVA SCOTIA SENTIMENT

Sir Geo. E. Cartier resumed his argument
against the motion of 'Mr. E. M. McDonald,
repeating that this House could not be ex-
pected to agree to the proposition, that the
people of Nova Scotia had given no consent.
to the Union, which had been based upon the
action of their own legitimate mouthpiece,
the Legislature of the Province, which it was
contrary to the principles of the British con-
stitution to ignore in favour of appeals, which
no Ministerial crisis had rendered necessary,
to the judgment of the constituencies. To lay
down the rule that Parliament should thus
abrogate its functions upon each occasion ot
unusual moment would be to assume as gov-
erning principles theories peculiar to pure
democracy. The proposition of the honourable
member for Chateauguay seemed to assert
that the Imperial Government had dealt diff-
erently with the several Maritime Provinces,
and evinced a consideration for Newfound-
land and Prince Edward Island which had
been denied to Nova Scotia. Such had not,
been the case. Each Province had been dealt
with, and this principle was specially laid
down in the Union Act, in accordance with
the expressed desires of their several Leg-
islatures. This question, however, was not
one coming fitly under discussion here. If it
could be contended that this House hat
inflicted injurious legislation upon Nova
Scotia, they might properly be called upon to

April 29,1868



COMMONS DEBATES

consider the consequent complaints, but they
could not be held responsîble for the action of
the Imperial Government, into which they
could bring no enquiry capable of carrying
redress.

Mr. McDonald (Antigonish) replied at con-
siderable length, contending that this House
was the proper tribunal where complaint
should be made and redress obtained. The
honourable member for Guysborough had once
held very strong opinions of the invalidity of
any Imperial statute from which the people
had withheld their consent and to which they
had denied their sympathies. It would not be
seen how far he maintained the principles of
bis former speeches. It had been argued that
Nova Scotia had received greater amounts
than had been paid since Confederation. If so,
it had only been in the matter of salaries and
the creation of offices thrust upon her unwill-
ingly. If this motion was voted down, the
injustice would yet appear.

Mr. Stewari Campbell thought the issue
should be left to the Imperial decision. This
flouse had no power to redress the grievances
of Nova Scotia. It was not a local question;
its settlement would affect for weal or woe
the other Provinces. The repealers of Nova
Scotia were a mere party of grumblers. He
said the members of Halifax had pledged
themselves during the election campaign-that
if elected to the Commons of Canada, they
would do everything in their power towards
the maintenance of British interests. He
wished to ask his co-representatives from
Nova Scotia, if they were to give servile
obedience to the wishes of their constituents,
how it happened that they were here in
violation of solemn resolutions requiring
them not to proceed to Ottawa? The member
for Antigonish had referred to the tariff. He
supposed the honourable member would have
been glad if no amendment had been made to
the tariff. He ought to admit, however, that in
making that amendment, the Government
and this Legislature had given a substantial
proof of their good will to Nova Scotia. The
remission of tonnage dues he was sure would
be received in Nova Scotia as a boon to be
very gratefully accepted. He regretted very
inuch one portion of the speech of the mem-
ber for Lunenberg that the refusal of repeal
would endanger the peace and destroy the
loyalty of Nova Scotia. He protested against
that statement as a libel on the Province of
Nova Scotia. Were it not for a portion of the
press of that country, he was satisfied we

IMr. Cartier (Montreal East).]

would not have heard a tithe of the murmur-
ing which had proceeded from that Province.
If the press and the sixteen representatives
here from Nova Scotia had taken a more
moderate stand, and had urged the people to
accept the Union, he believed there would
have been little of that murmuring and excit-
ed feeling of which so much had been said.
What would be the effect of repeal? There
were 72 gentlemen who had been appointed
Senators, and it would become necessary for
the Queen to go almost on bended knees to
these gentlemen, and tell them she had com-
mitted a mistake in appointing them. The
Senate must be broken up, and they must go
home. He denied that he had ever asserted
that it was unconstitutional for the Nova
Scotia House of Assembly to ask for the
Union Act or for the Imperial Parliament to
pass it. He did not concur in the resolution
passed by the Nova Scotia House, but as to
their right to pass it he never had a doubt.
He then alluded to the handsome manner in
which the people of this portion of the Do-
minion had responded to the call on behalf of
the suffering fishermen of Nova Scotia. He
blushed for the references which had been
made to this in the press of Nova Scotia, and
he must hold the gentlemen who were now
pushing these resolutions responsible for the
tone of these references. He referred to the
last speech delivered by Mr. McGee, and
regretted that the sentiments he then ex-
pressed as his last sacred legacy to his coun-
try had not found a better lodgment in the
minds of the gentlemen from Nova Scotia. He
proceeded then to comment on the resolu-
tions. As to the 1st he remarked that the
system of Government which had existed in
Nova Scotia previous to 1867 was Responsible
Government, the same as she now enjoyed.
Having touched briefly on the 2nd, 3rd and
4th, he said with regard to the 5th resolution,
that the leading assertion it contained, that a
Government to te successful must rest on the
confidence of the people, subject to it was a
truism, but it must be remembered that the
people subject to this Government were the
people of the Dominion generally and not of
Nova Scotia exclusively. In reference to
another part of the resolution, he repeated
that the consent of the people of Nova Scotia
to the Union had been constitutionally given.
He held moreover that at this moment nine-
tenths of the intelligence of Nova Scotia was
in favour of the Union. He believed this was
the last we would hear of the repeal move-
ment in this Legislature. It had been brought
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up on this occasion by the honourable gentle-
men merely to satisfy the exigencies of their
position. The position taken by the repealers
reminded him of a sentence illustrative of
bad grammar which he had learned at school
-"I will be drowned and nobody shall help
me." He then referred to the two amend-
ments-he could see no advantage to be
derived from going into Committee to consid-
er the grievances of Nova Scotia. What was
the good of laying bare and exposing those
grievances if no practical result was to fol-
low? The amendment of the member for
Lanark entirely met his approval. The honour-
able gentleman then made some remarks on
the importance of maintaining the Union
with a view to preserving the 'dignity of the
empire and securing the good will and pro-
tection of the mother country which would
ever prove true to those who proved loyal
and true to our common soverign and to the
interests of the empire. He regretted the
introduction of these resolutions as calculated
to keep up an agitation which was fast dwin-
diing in its dimensions. In proof of this he
read a letter, which he stated was from a
prominent gentleman in his own county, and
in which the repeal agitation was declared to
be a farce almost played out. He had no
interest in this matter but what he believed
to be the interests of his country; and after a
long experience of public life he was satisfied
that the public man who dealt honestly and
faithfully with his people, and pursued what
he was convinced was the right course, what-
ever might be the prevailing sentiment of
the hour, was the man who would stand best
with them in the long run.

Mr. McLellan said the member who had
just spoken had read the election card which
the members for Halifax had issued during
the last election, to show that their anti-
Union feeling was not very strong. That
might possibly be the case, for even the
publie men who had been in the habit of
mingling most with the people, were not
aware how strong was the feeling of the
people until they learned it during the elec-
tion. The honourable gentleman had referred
to the contributions from Ontario and Quebec
for the distressed fishermen. He (Mr.
McClellan) had expressed his thanks as
warmly for that as was possible to do. The
member for Lanark regretted that this ques-
tion had been brought here, his regret could
not be greater than that of the Nova Scotia
members that there had been occasion to
bring it here. He proceeded to refer to the
allegations of the fact embraced in the reso-
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lutions, and to the evidence of their correct-
ness, which was in possession of the House.
The fact, for example, that a petition had been
presented to the British Parliament, signed
by nearly 40,000 inhabitants of Nova Scotia,
that the Act of Confederation should not be
passed, might be verified by a reference to
the journals of the Imperial Parliament, to be
found in the Library. The honourable gentle-
man went on at some length to state the
strength of the feeling of the people of Nova
Scotia against the Union, and their determi-
nation, if possible to have it repealed.

Mr. Mackenzie said as the position taken
by the Nova Scotia representatives depended
very much on the soundness of their constitu-
tional argument, he desired to address a few
words to the House on that point. He had
opposed in the old Canadian Parliament a
direct reference to the people, first, because
he believed that such a reference was not
necessary under the British constitutional
system, and second, because he did not be-
lieve a vote of the people could have been
obtained on such a reference free from other
issues. At the same time he would consider
himself recreant to the duty he owed to the
people, if he had attempted by his vote in
Parliament to impose upon them a constitu-
tional change that would be distasteful to
them. He had no difficulty, however, on that
score, for he had been fully satisfied that the
people of his Province were favourable to a
measure which would consolidate British in-
terests on this continent. But the question
had been submitted to the Nova Scotia Le-
gislature in a different way from that in
which it had been submitted to the Canadian
Legislature. Had the resolution submitted to
the Nova Scotia Legislature been submitted
to the Canadian Legislature, he would have
voted against it, for it gave full power to the
delegates to treat with the Imperial Gov-
ernment in whatever way they pleased. A
more loosely drawn, a more extravagant reso-
lution it would have been scarcely possible to
propose to a Legislature. The resolution,
however, was adopted and the delegates from
Canada and New Brunswick had no reason to
suppose it had been otherwise than properly
obtained. It had been alleged that it had been
carried by improper means, but with that we
had nothing to do. The resolutions passed in
the Legislature of New Brunswick were very
similar. He did not think that the argument
from Nova Scotia founded on the way in
which the Union had been consummated was
of force now to break it up. But it was
alleged as another reason for repeal that
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great discontent now prevailed. So far as this
discontent rested on substantial grievances
he was ready to do all in his power to assist
in remedying them. He was quite willing that
the House should go into Committee on the
resolutions. Where a certain number of peo-
ple looked upon something as a grievance,
they were entitled to be heard; and if the
Nova Scotians could convince him in Corm-
mittee that they had grievances, and that lie
could do anything to remedy them, he would
be willing to do so. He did not wish that the
gentlemen from Nova Scotia should go home
and tell their people that they could find no
one here to sympathize with or even to listen
to their complaints. Presuming that they
asked for the Committee with the intention to
abide loyally by the decision of that Com-
mittee, he had no objection to allow the
resolutions to go into Committee.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin thought the point before
the House was, whether there really was any
such question before them as they could
properly and with advantage go into com-
mittee upon. Although at first opposed to the
measure of Confederation, as it had been car-
ried, he now would support it. Under the
circumstances, he could see no use in the
world of going into Committee on the ques-
tion.

Mr. D. A. McDonald said there was one
thing very evident, that the great bulk of
taxation for the Dominion would be paid by
the people of Ontario. So the grumbling of
Nova Scotia was entirely unnecessary. The
Intercolonial Railway would certainly benefit
Nova Scotia more than Ontario. He believed
the constitution should be made for the peo-
ple and not the people for the constitution.
There was no comparison between the posi-
tion of Nova Scotia and Canada. It was not
fair that Nova Scotia should come in with
these large claims. He must oppose the reso-
lutions.

Mr. Forbes supported the resolutions. He
spoke against the stamp duties as being ex-
ceedingly unpopular to Nova Scotia. The peo-
ple looked upon them with disgust. If he
thought Confederation would benefit Nova
Scotia he would gladly support it. As it was,
he deemed it to be his duty to ask for repeal.
He referred to the sale of the island of St.
Thomas, and asked if the rights of that peo-
ple were not guaranteed by the United States.
For his part he did not care about purchasing
the Hudson's Bay Territory; but would it
answer to allow the people to be destroyed by

[Mr. Mackenzie (Lambton).]

the Indians! It night be, however, that In-
dians would be better treated than Nova
Scotians, He went on to discuss to whom
should be attributed the paternity of the
Confederation, and said Sir John A. Mac-
donald had the credit of that with the assist-
ance of Dr. Taché, Dr Tupper and Mr. Tilley,
who, if not a Dr., was next door to it having
been trained in a medical atmosphere.

Hon. Mr. Dorion said he had opposed
Confederation, but after a majority of the
people of the Province from which he hailed
had decided in its favour, he had come here
with the determination to place no impedi-
ment in the way of harmonious action be-
tween the different sections of the Dominion;
but when the representatives of Nova Scotia
declared that the Union had been forced on
them against their will and complained that
they laboured under a variety of grievances,
he thought it only right that the House
should go into Committee to consider what
these grievances were and to see if means
could not be devised for removing them and
making the Union work more harmoniously.
He thought there was good ground for com-
plaint as to the mode in which the Union had
been consummated with reference to Nova
Scotia. Whatever truth there might be in the
doctrine that, under ordinary circumstances,
a Parliament was to be held as speaking the
voice of the people, still, when a petition,
signed by over 30,000 of the people of Nova
Scotia was sent in protest against Confed-
eration, that afforded good reason why the
Imperial Parliament should have paused
before forcing Nova Scotia into Union. That
was now a matter of the past, but it was a
duty now devolving on this Parliament ear-
nestly to consider whether anything could be
done to remove the causes of discontent still
existing in Nova Scotia. It was their duty to
see whether they could not in some way
induce the Nova Scotians freely to accept the
existing state of things and join the other
Provinces in working for the prosperity of
the Dominion. Because the people of Nova
Scotia were a minority of the Dominion, that
was no reason why their representations
should not be listened to. There should be
sufficient justice in this House to induce them
fairly to consider the complaints and alleged
grievances of a minority.

Sir John A. Macdonald said he had been
unable to understand the drift of the argu-
ment of the honourable member for Ho-
chelaga. The honourable gentleman had
urged very warmly that the House should
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listen to the grievances of Nova Scotia. Had
not the House done so? Had not three whole
weeks in the early part of the session been
occupied in discussing these grievances? Had
not the fullest opportunity been given to-
night to every member from Nova Scotia to
state their grievances, with much more ad-
vantage-the Speaker being in the
Chair-than it would possibly be done in
Committee? The honourable gentleman's
proposition was that they should go into
Committee and listen to any and every
suggestion of a grievance, and perhaps they
might find a remedy, and if not, what then?
The honourable gentleman did not attempt to
state what then. There was but one grievance
alleged in these resolutions, and that was the
continued connection of Nova Scotia with the
rest of the Dominion. The amendment of the
member for Lanark met the proposition of
the promoters of these resolutions in the most
respectful way, but met it fairly and squarely
by saying that we could not go into Com-
mittee even to consider the question of a
Repeal of the Union, but were at the same
time prepared to meet the Nova Scotians in
the most considerate and conciliatory way
possible in order to secure the harmonious
working of the Union. The member for
Chateauguay then came in with his amend-
ment indicating by a side-wind his- sympathy
which he did not venture to declare by his
vote. It would do no good to go into Com-
mittee to consider the alleged grievances.
These alleged grievances the Nova Scotians
considered as so many advantages, for they
were weapons with which they could fight
against the Union. The member for Halifax
in a previous debate had frankly declared
that there were features in the tariff of the
first part of the session which would be
agreeable though obnoxious to Nova Scotia,
for they would increase the feeling against
Confederation. They wanted to be sufferers
and what was the use then of examining
their alleged grievances with a view to con-
ciliation? Sir John then examined the argu-
ment against the right of a Parliament to
effect an important constitutional change wi-
thout an appeal to the people, and as an
instance of the right of Parliament to do so,
pointed to the action of the existing Imperial
Parliament in carrying a measure of reform
which its opponents and even John Bright
himself had declared to be revolutionary,
although the Parliament had not been elected
with any reference to that question. He re-
gretted that the Nova Scotian members had
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brought up this matter again. Their right to
do so, however, was undoubted. He went on
to express the hope that the leading men of
Nova Scotia, even at some risk of their
popularity, would endeavour to induce their
people to accept the situation to submit to the
inevitable and to assist in building a future
for this country of which we might all be
proud. He believed there would soon be a
reaction in Nova Scotia, and that the people
would adopt this course.

Hon. Mr. Hunlington replied to the attacks
made by the Premier on the members for
Hochelaga and Chateauguay for the course
they had pursued in this debate. He said that
the honourable gentleman seemed unfairly to
assume that whoever opposed his views was
an enemy of Confederation. This was like his
old tactics when he raised the cry of disloyal-
ty against every opponent. The honourable
gentleman predicted a reaction in Nova
Scotia, but was the honourable gentleman
doing anything to bring about this result?
What was he doing to conciliate the feelings
of Nova Scotia? Everything he had done in
that direction was done too late. He, had
urged their leading men to head a reaction-
ary movement. If they did so, they would be
broken like glass. There had been a combina-
tion of their leading men of both parties to
bring about Confederation, and what had
been the result? They had been rejected by
the people. Mr. Huntington at some length
animadverted on other points in the Premier's
speech, and said that if it was really de-
sired to soothe the excited feeling of the
people of Nova Scotia, the House should
agree to go into Committee to consider their
grievances. If they refused, the effect in Nova
Scotia, he belîeved would be to increase the
bitterness and double the excitement now
prevailing.

Hon. Mr. Anglin characterized the amend-
ment of the member for Lanark as a speci-
men of very unfair Parliamentary tactics, and
said no one except the Minister of Militia had
ventured to controvert any of the statements
of facts embraced in the resolutions. It was
only to the fifth resolution which laid down
the deduction to be drawn from these facts
that any real objection had been taken. He
(Mr. Anglin) was prepared to vote for the
whole of these resolutions, believing them to
be correct and true. Having himself accepted
the situation, and being willing to give
Confederation a fair trial, he felt it awkward
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to vote against the amendment of the mem-
ber for Lanark, but he felt it equally awk-
ward to vote for it. He would have no hesita-
tion, however, in voting for the amendment
of the member for Chateauguay.

Hon. Mr. Gray spoke against the Nova
Scotia position.

The House then divided on Mr. Holton's
:amendment, which was lost. Yeas, 39; Nays,
:91.

Yeas-Anglin, Bodwell, Bowman, Cameron,
Cheval, Coffin. Connell, Coupal, Croke, Dor-
ion, Forbes, Fortier, Godin, Holton, Hunt-
ington, Jones (Halifax), Kierzkowski,
McDonald (Glengarry), McDonald (Antig-
onish), McDonald (Lunenburg), Mackenzie,
McKeagney, MeLellan, McMonies, Mills,
Oliver, Paquet, Parker, Power, Ray, Redford,
Ross (Victoria, N.S.), Rymal, Savary, Stirton,
Thompson (Haldimand), Wallace, Wells and
Young-39.

Nays--Archambault, Ault, Beaty, Bellerose,
Bourassa, Bertrand, Blanchet, Benoit, Brown,
Burton, Caldwell, Cameron (Peel), Campbell,
Caron, Cartier, Cartwright, Cayley, Cham-
berlin, Chauveau, Cimon, Crawford (Brock-
ville), Crawford (Leeds), Currier, Daoust,

DeNiverville, Desaulnier, Dobbie, Drew,
Dufresne, Dunkin, Fisher, Fortin, Gaucher,
Gaudet, Gendron, Gibbs, Gray, Grover, Ha-
gar, Huot, Jackson, Keeler, Kempt, Kirkpat-
rick, Langlois, Langevin, Lapum, Lawson,
Little, Macdonald (Sir John), McDonald
(Middlesex), McGill, Masson (Soulanges),
Masson (Terrebonne), McConkey, McDougall,
McMillan (V a u d r e u i 1), Metcalfe, Morris,
Morison (Victoria), Morrison (Niagara),
Munro, Perry, Pinsonneault, Pope, Pouliot,
Poser, Rankin, Renaud, Robitaille, Rose, Ross
(Dundas), Ross (Prince Edward), Ryan,
Scatcherd, Shanley, Simard, Simpson, Snider,
Sproat, Stephenson, Sylvain, Tilley, Walsh,
Webb, White, Whitehead, Wilson, Workman
and Wright-91.

The House then divided on Mr. Morris'
amendment, which was carried. Yeas, 110;
Nays, 16.

The Nays were-Messrs. McKeagney,
McLellan, Jones (Halifax), McDonald (Lun-
nenburg), Dorion, McDonald (Antigonish),
Forbes, Croke, Savary, Fortier, Ray, Coffin,
Ross (Victoria), Cheval, Power, and Cameron
(Inverness).

The House adjourned at 2 o'clock.
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Thursday, April 30, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

LIBRARY REPORT

The Joint Committee on the Library pre-
sented a report in which they asked to be
relleved of the responsibility of deciding on
the assistance to be given to publications by
Canadian authors, by recommending that a
certain number of such publications be or-
dered for the Library. They recommended
that the Government should assume such
responsibility. They recommended also that
no works in the Library be allowed to be
removed from Ottawa.

BAGOT ELECTION COMMITTEE

Mr. Walsh, from the General Committee on
Elections, reported the following as the
Committee appointed to try the Bagot Elec-
tion-Messrs. Workman, Simard, Young,
Robitaille, Joly,-Chairman.

FORTIFICATIONS

Sir G. E. Cartier moved that the House will
to-morrow resolve itself into Committee of
the Whole to provide for a sum, not exceed-
ing 1,000,000 pounds sterling to defray the
expenses of constructing works of fortifica-
tions for the defence of Montreal and other
cities. He stated that he would bring up the
resolutions for discussion to-morrow as the
first order.

Mr. Mackenzie intimated that when the
resolutions were moved, he would submit'an
amendment to them.

The motion was agreed to.

CUSTOMS AND EXCISE

Hon. Mr. Rose moved concurrence in the
resolutions reported from the Committee of
Ways and Means.

The resolutions were taken up "seria-
tim"-the excise resolutions first.

The first resolution adding three cents per
gallon on spirits was agreed to,

On the second resolution imposing five
cents per gallon on all petroleum and coal oil
manufactured in Canada-

Mr. Mills thought this was an unwise impo-
sition. At present prices petroleum only paid
the cost of manufacture. Add this excise duty
to the price, and it would be impossible to
produce petroleum except at a loss.

The resolution was carried. Also the third
and fourth. On the fifth resolution, Mr. Oliver
objected to the provisions as to inspection
and license coming into operation as soon as
the 15th of June. He thought the lst of July,
the beginning of the financial year, would be
a better date. Those who had large stocks on
hand should have time to dispose of them, so
as not to incur the additional cost of inspec-
tion.

Mr. Mackenzie thought two or three
months should be allowed before enforcing
the regulations as to inspection. With regard
to stocks in hand, he hoped this would be
provided for in the Bill.

The resolution was agreed to.
Then came the Customs resolutions.
The items, horses, fifteen dollars per head;

horned cattle, ten dollars; swine, two dollars;
sheep, one dollar;-having been moved,

Dr. Parker expressed disapproval of the
specific principle, as applied to the duties
levied on animals. It was not reasonable that
the same fixed duty of $15 should be levied
on a horse worth $200 and one worth $20.
The duty, he thought, should be according ta
the value.

Mr. Gibbs said he concurred in the remarks
made the other night by the Minister of
Customs, that the ad valorem principle was a
hardship when applied to the introduction of
valuable animals for the improvement of
stock, for which a fancy price had been paid.
The difficulty might be got over by admitting
such animals free.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said it was only valua-
ble animals that were imported. Ordinary
animals were exported rather than imported.
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Hon. Mr. Holton thought when the duties
on breadstuff s had been removed those on
animals should follow. Why make a distinc-
tion between bread and meat?

Mr. Gibbs said the taxes on cheese and
butter were also continued. If there was to be
a uniform principle adopted, he would prefer
leaving the duty on flour at the old rate.

Mr. D. A. McDonald asked if we were to
allow American products to come in free
when the Americans shut out ours. When
would we get Reciprocity? He would put the
same duties on the products of the United
States, as they imposed on the products of
Canada.

Mr. Jones (Leeds) could not imagine that
anything could be more detrimental to the
interests of a large and influential class of
our community than the policy now adopted
of admitting free the coarse grains of the
United States to come into competition with
the products of our own farmers. There
would be a feeling aroused, particularly in
Ontario, such as had not been witnessed for
many years. In former years our farmers
depended on the United States for a market
for their wheat. We were now excluded by
the high duties. The only home market for
farmers had been for coarse grain, and that
was now to be destroyed. One inducement to
Confederation in the West was that we would
have a market for our wheat and flour in the
Lower Provinces. This also was to be de-
stroyed He protested against this class legis-
lation for the benefit of a few individuals and
companies.

Mr. Oliver said Canada was more a produc-
ing than a consuming country, and there was
no reason for protection to agricultural pro-
duction. As to the question now before the
Chair, Government had recognized the princi-
ple that agricultural implements imported by
agricultural societies for the improvement of
agriculture, should be admitted free of duty.
He thought they should also admit free valu-
able horses, cattle and sheep, introduced for
the improvement of stock.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin disagreed from the doc-
trine of the member for Glengarry that we
should impose on American products the
same duties as the United States imposed on
Canadian products. Let the United States
impose what duties they pleased, and we
should impose not the same, but just such
duties as we pleased-such as we found best
suited to our own circumstances.

Mr. Young agreed with the last speaker
that we should not impose high duties be-
cause the Americans did so. At the same
time, we should be careful not to run to the
opposite extreme. It would be an advantage
to us to get reciprocity; but if we admitted
American products free we would have noth-
ing left to off er in order to secure reciprocity.

Mr. Oliver moved in amendment that
horses, cattle, swine and sheep imported for
the improvement of stock, be admitted free.

Hon. Mr. Holton suggested that this might
be moved better as an amendment to the Bill.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said there was a gener-
al anxiety that the prorogation should not be
needlessly delayed. He hoped there would be
an understanding that all amendments should
be moved and disposed of now, so that the
discussion might not be renewed on the Bill.

Hon. Mr. Rose said there was scarcely an
animal imported that would not, in some
way, be brought within the description given
in the amendment, and nearly all animals
would thus be admitted free.

Hon. Mr. Holion-And why not? He would
like the Government to state why they en-
franchised breadstuffs and continued the tax
on beef?

Hon. Mr. Rose-It was stated the other
night.

Hon. Mr. Holton denied that it had been
stated. It was monstrous that the House
should be asked to revise part of the policy
initiated two years ago, and retain part with-
out any explanation of the reason why.

Hon. Mr. Rose said the Government desired
to make as few changes as possible in the
existing tariff. With reference to the duty on
breadstuffs and grain entering into consump-
tion in the Lower Provinces, it had been
thought desirable to take it off for the rea-
sons stated the other evening.

Mr. Mackenzie-Then the reduction of du-
ty on one class of articles is merely to please
one section of the Dominion? That might be a
reason, but he did not think it a good reason.
He supported last session the amendment to
remove that tax, because he thought it was
wrong to tax breadstuffs, not because he
wished to favour one section of the Dominion
rather than another. But it appeared that the
Government removed this tax not because
they had any policy on the subject, but as a
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temporizing measure to satisfy the gruin-
blings from a certain portion of the Domin-
ion. If there was to be a duty at all on stock,
perhaps it might not be desirable to exempt
all animals imported for the improvement of
stock. Private parties importing such animals
did so with a view to profit, but where
agricultural societies imported animals for
the improvement of stock, he thought that
they should have the benefit of exemption.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the reason why
a duty was put on breadstuffs two years ago,
was to show the United States when they
withdrew reciprocity that we woul-d assert
our freedom as an independent country by
putti-ng a moderate duty on their products,
although we could not follow their bad exam-
ple by entering upon the absurd system
of retaliation. In the first part of this
session, the Government laid down the
principle that whatever the tariff should be,
we ought to have the same tariff all over the
Dominion. This duty on breadstuffs was
therefore made uniform throughout the
Provinces. He knew that his honourable
friend from Lambton objected to the princi-
ple of any tax on breadstuff s, but a number
of the members of this House and a large
class of the people entertained a different
feeling. The members for Glengarry, Leeds,
South Ontario, etc., had urged there should
be a protective duty on breadstuffs, and no
doubt the view they put was a plausible one
with farmers. He believed a large portion of
the people of Western Canada were in favour
of protective duties, so long as the Americans
retained protective duties against our prod-
ucts. There was a clear difference of opinion
therefore as to the abstract policy of the tax;
but when they learned that it had operated a
peculiar hardship locally on the people of
Nova Seotia and New Brunswick, and that it
had brought home the alleged inconvenience
and oppressiveness of the Union to every
poor man's door in Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, he thought it was a wise, judi-
cious, and liberal policy, an act of kindness
and statemanship on the part of the Gov-
ernment to come down and remove that tax.

Mr. Mackenzie-That is all right. What I
complain of is that you do not go far enough.
The people of these Provinces use pork large-
ly. Why then not admit swine free?

Sir J. A. Macdonald said the member for
Chateauguay had also asked if you free
breadstuffs why not free beef. The first item
here was horses. He did not suppose it was

meant that horses furnished beef. (Laughter).
Why not go further and say that in a climate
like ours clothing is just as necessary as food,
and that we must admit free beef and mate-
rials for clothes as well as bread; but the line
must be drawn somewhere. We must have a
duty on something. We must raise a revenue.
This substitution, however, of a specific for
an ad valorem duty was a step in the direc-
tion contended for by the member for
Lambton, and when the Government had
agreed to take this step in order to avoid too
oppressive a duty on superior articles, he
thought the House should have accepted it at
once, instead of objecting that the duty was
not removed altogether. As to the amendment
of the member for Oxford, there was this
difficulty; that with regard to every animal
imported, the importer would say it was for
the improvement of stock. Even Barnum
would introduce his woolly horse on the prin-
ciple. (Laughter). It had been suggested that,
at least, blood stock introduced by agricul-
tural societies might be exempted, but the
result of this would be that any one who
became a member of an agricultural society
by paying a dollar subscription, might man-
age to get his bull or horse or ram imported
under the auspices of the society.

Hon. Mr. Holton said the honourable gentle-
man had admitted that a wrong policy had
been initiated in 1866, with regard to the
duties on breadstuff s and other foods. Now he
found himself compelled to do away with the
half of this injurious policy. Why not do
away with the whole?

Mr. D. A. McDonald said American corn
would certainly corne into direct competition
with the coarser grains raised in Canada, and
therefore to admit it duty free would be a
real and serious injury to Canadian farmers.
The result of such a policy, favouring the
American cultivator at the expense of our
own people, would be to give certain States
additional attractions for agriculturists, and
to draw an emigration of the very best bone
and sinew of our agricultural community
away from Canada to those States. He hoped
that time would not be wasted in long discus-
sion. If the yeas and nays were to be taken
on every point, it would be better to go back
into Committee and have the discussion
there.

Mr. Mackenzie said he must protest against
the idea that discussion was to be cut short
because members were desirous now to have
a speedy close of the session. He claimed the
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right and so would others-(hear, hear)-of
having the fullest discussion on a subject so
important to the country.

Mr. Bodwell was clearly of opinion that
American corn did come into competition
with our coarse grains, and that our farmers
felt that competition too. We were asked to
favour the Maritime Provinces in a great
many things, in ahnost everything in fact,
and it was time that the agricultural interests
of the West received some slight considera-
tion. It was well known that while we export-
ed live stock to a large extent, and males
were not imported here from the other side
unless for breeding purposes and the im-
provement of stock, which object should not
be impeded by any duty. The duty proposed
would be a mere nothing compared to an
improved stock, and we wanted to import no
other. He thought it bad policy to take the
duty off American corn, which really came
into strong competition with our own coarse
grains. We were making a heavy investment
mostly for the benefit of the Lower Prov-
inces, and they ought to consider all this. Not
to put duty on American hops was favouring
the Americans and doing injustice to our-
selves.

Mr. Oliver then altered his amendment so
as to provide exemption merely for the
importation of valuable animals, for the im-
provement of stock, by agricultural societies.

Mr. Scatcherd said the people of the
Maritime Provinces, who were largely inter-
ested in the fisheries, were strongly opposed
to opening the fisheries to foreign competi-
tion. They should consider that the agricul-
tural interests of the West had as good a
right as the fishery interests of the East to be
consulted. They wanted protection for them-
selves, but would deny it to others.

Mr. Jones (Leeds) wished to reply to a
statement by the member for South Oxford
that we could not raise corn here, and that,
therefore, American corn did not compete
with our own production. American corn did
come directly into competition with our own
rye, oats and other products. The interests of
two millions and a half of people in the West
were to be counted as nothing compared with
the interests of a little over half a million in
the Lower Provinces. England had attained to
her manufacturing greatness principally by
long continued protection of her manufac-
tures. When Peel conceded free trade in corn,
he legislated for the majority, because there

[Mr. Mackenzie (Lambton).]

were thirteen millions who lived by manufac-
tures, while only five millions lived by
agriculture. Here the position was reversed-
the millions being the agriculturists, and
the minority engaged in other occupations.
Peel's principle, if consistently followed
here would forbid legislation for the small
minority to the injury of the great majority.

Dr. Parker thought the argument that our
farmers could not be injured by foreign com-
petition in articles of which they had a large
surplus for exportation an unsound one. The
country adjoining raised corn cheaper than
we could, and there was a direct competition
with Canadian coarse grain, highly injurious
to our farmers. We might stand some com-
promise of interests for the sake of Confed-
eration, but this should not be carried too far.

Mr. Gibbs said we should drop the con-
tinual compromising and arrangement of in-
terests, and try to frame a policy on broad
and liberal principles. He believed the discon-
tent existing in the Maritime Provinces had
been greatly over-estimated and exaggerated.
It had too much influence over the Govern-
ment which had in this case been led into
error through an imaginary pressure. The
duties on American produce had been wisely
imposed in 1866 as a consequence of the end
of reciprocity. Legislation in the United
States had great influence over the course of
the produce trade here, and this extraneous
influence and operation ought to be coun-
teracted. No one knew the power of this
influence on our trade better than did the
Minister of Excise. He approved the export
duties now put upon saw logs, which would
show the Americans that they could not by
their legislation control all our trade opera-
tions. Americans protect their own interests
by discriminating against Canadian flour and
wheat. On wheat they charged 200 per bush-
el, but on flour 20 per cent ad valorem, which
was from $1.40 to $1.60 in gold on a barrel.
They were wise enough to favour the impor-
tation of the grain, but the grinding they
would do for themselves. He believed
Americans had seen their folly and would
now meet us with a new treaty. He repeated
that discontent in the Maritime Provinces had
been greatly exaggerated and his opinion was
that Government had made a mistake in
dropping the duty on four "to conciliate," as
was supposed. Last night they had been told
by gentlemen representing the Anti-Union
side that the discontent was on no question of
tariff, but had another basis altogether. The
Government erred in attempting to subsidize.
It would do no good.
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Afier the recess,

Mr. Pope said his section of country pro-
duced coarse grain largely, but they did not
fear competition in this respect with the
Americans. They had exported their coarse
grains to a considerable extent to the United
States. He thought it wise to admit corn into
the country at the cheapest possible rates.
The lumbering interest consumed it largely.

Mr. White-Where?

Mr. Pope-They consumed it for their
horses, where they were far from agricultural
settlements, in preference to oats. Free ad-
mission of corn into this country would do
damage to no interest. He would not discuss
this question from a regard merely to the
interests of his own locality. He considered
that if they were to protect flour in the
interest of the West, they should protect coal
in the interest of the East. But he doubted
very much if we could ever get rich by
protection. We should not look at these mat-
ters from a parish point of view. We should
consider what was for the interest of the
whole Dominion, and he believed that the
larger portion of the people of Ontario and
Quebec were as much interested in having
grain admitted free as were the people of the
Lower Provinces.

Mr. Magill opposed the tax of $2 on hogs.
He thought at least a drawback should be
allowed on pork packed for exportation, so
that an important industrial pursuit which
gave employment to a good many people
might not be injuriously interfered with.

:Hon. Mr. Tilley said the Governor-in-
Council had power to arrange as to this by
regulations.

Mr. Ross (Dundas) thought the new tariff
would cause a great deal more dissatisfaction
than the old one. A free trade policy for this
country was an absurdity. The policy in this
respect of our neighbours in the United
States was worthy of imitation. They were an
agricultural people, but they did not, on that
account, open their ports for the products of
all other countries. One great argument in
favour of Confederation was that we would
have a compensation for the loss of Recip-
rocity in the market opened for our products
in the Lower Provinces. But this tariff de-
stroyed that market, and moreover flooded us
with the coarse grains of the Western States.
If we were to make the people believe that
some gain was to be derived from Confed-
eration, we would adopt a policy which
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would enable one section of the Dominion to
supply the other, so that we might all feel
bound up in a common interest.

The amendment was then put and lost.
The items under the head of specific duties

were agreed to, down to "Starch, 2 cents per
pound."

Hon. Mr. Hol±on referred to the action with
reference to starch in 1866. The then Minister
of Finance at first proposed to make starch
free, but in consequence of the remonstrances
of the Edwardsburg Starch Factory, raised
the duty to 21 cents per pound. This was
justified on the ground that a duty was put
on corn. The duty on corn was now taken off,
and the duty on starch was only reduced to 2
cents. Why not take it off altogether?

Hon. Mr. Tilley said that the duty on corn
having been taken off, there was no reason
why the manufacturers should have addi-
tional protection. Therefore, the half cent was
taken off.

Mr. Shanly contended that the starch
manufacturing interests had to be protected.
If some encouragement was not given, the
Edwardsburg factory would be closed. He
asked, was it for the interest of this country
that we should make no effort to maintain
these industries, but should hand them all
over to our neighbours?

Mr. D. A. McDonald said this duty gave
this one factory a protection of about 25 per
cent. He thought one cent a pound would be
sufficient.

Hon. Mr. Johnson protested against the
course pursued by the Government in making
their followers vote one way the first part of
the session, and another way the next. When
they were to change their policy they ought
to consult their supporters. He believed,
however, they had on the whole improved the
tariff by this measure. The Government in
effect said to their supporters, we will devise
our measure, and all you have to do is follow
us. That policy might do for a session or two,
but it would not last long.

Mr. Mackenzie said he understood the
Minister of Customs to admit that the 2j
cents had been put on starch as a compensa-
tion for the 10 cents on corn. The duty on
corn having been removed, the 2j cents
should be taken off also. If the manufacturer
got the benefit of the 10 cents, the public
should get the benefit of the 2j cents.
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Hon. Mr. Tilley said he had not pretended
to know why 2- cents had been originally
imposed.

Hon. Mr. Holton said the leader of the
Government at all events ought to know. He
challenged the honourable gentleman or the
leader of the Government to dispute that the
2, cents was put on because of the 10 cents
on corn.

Hon. Mr. Rose argued that the reduction of
j per cent was equivalent to taking off the
duty on the raw material.

Mr. Jones (Leeds) protested against a
starch factory being protected at the expense
of farmers.

The item was agreed to.

On the next item-brandy, gin, rum, whis-
key, 80 cents per gallon,

Mr. Jones (Halifax) said one of the articles
-rum-was largely increased in Nova Scotia.
The duty on rum not long since in that
Province had been increased from 40 to 75
cents a gallon. In the early part of this
session it was raised to 80 cents. Under the
increase from 40 to 75 cents, the revenue, in
consequence of the encouragement given to
smuggling from the West Indies, had fallen
off 80 per cent. He moved in amendment that
the duty be removed to 63 cents, the same as
the excise duty on whiskey. This would be an
advantage to the revenue in New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia, and would do no harm as
regarded Ontario and Quebec.

He was seconded by Mr. Anglin.

Hon. Mr. Tilley said the case submitted by
the member for Halifax had received the
careful consideration of the Government, but
they had been unable to accede to his wishes.
The result would be that a large portion of
the spirits consumed in the Dominion would
be brought from the United States in the
name of rum, and a large amount of revenue
would be lost. Spirits could be coloured a
little, entered as rum and being admitted at
63 cents, would come into competition with
the products of all the distilleries of the
Dominion.

Mr. Jones said if the Government had been
anxious to deal properly with this question,
they could have got over the difficulty sug-
gested by imposing ad valorem duty. He did
not think there was any ground for the
apprehension of the Minister of Customs that
with a lower duty there would be a large

importation from the United States. On the
contrary, the low duty encouraged direct
trade with the West Indies. In 1865, when the
duty was 40 cents, 297,000 gallons were im-
ported into Nova Scotia, and of that quantity
only 5,966 gallons came from the United
States.

Hon. Mr. Rose recommended the Lower
Province men to accustom themselves to
Upper Canada rye. They would find it a
superior article to the West Indies. (Laugh-
ter). He thought the true principle was to put
the same duty on all classes of spirits.

Mr. Rymal commented humourously on the
Minister of Finance's left-handed advocacy of
temperance, and wished to know if the
Minister of Justice concurred with his col-
league in his opinion as to the superiority of
Upper Canada rye. (Laughter). He understood
it was incumbent on the members of a
Government to be agreed on all questions.

The amendment was negatived, and the
item agreed to.

The remaining items were agreed to down
to the duties on sugar and molasses as follows:
-Sugar equal to or above No. 9 Dutch
standard, also sugar candy and confectionery
25 per cent, and 1 cent per pound. Below No.
9 Dutch standard 25 per cent î¢ per lb;
cane juice syrup, melado, and concentrated
molasses 25 per cent and Ï¢ per lb; mo-
lasses 25 per cent; molasses used for refining
purposes, or for manufacture of sugar, 73¢
per 100 lbs.

Hon. Mr. Tilley, in introducing the resolu-
tion relating to the sugar duties, said that the
appointment of duties on the various grades
had been made with the view of meeting the
requirements of the revenue, bearing as light
as possible on the consumer, and keeping up
a healthy competition between the various
interests and the various sources of supply.

Hon. Mr. Huntingion wished to ask the
Minister of Customs if the principle of levy-
ing duties according to grades of sugar was
that on which the tariff was based. The
wholesale men had demanded specific duties
as a protection to their trade. He thought the
interests of the consumer coincided with what
was the fairest of all systems, viz., duty
according to value. The one profit of refiners
here, on both importing and refining, would
surely be lighter on the consumer than the
two profits-first, of the foreign refiner, and
then of our own importer. In the article of
molasses a large discrimination was made
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against the refiner here, whose product was
not in the market by imported molasses-the
former having paid a high rate of duty on
sugar or molasses, while the latter came in at
a lower rate of duty.

Hon. Mr. Tilley said the Government had
acted on the principle that they would best
benefit the consumer by bringing into the
market as many competitions as they could
from all quarters. The late scale was really
an ad valorem scale, and favoured the refin-
ers too much. What the Government aimed at
was to secure a healthy competition between
importers and refiners here. The English and
continental scale they had considered could
not be applied in this country. He thought it
a good proof of their having steered a proper
course in this matter, that both parties grum-
bled, and each said the other had been too
much favoured. In answer to Mr. Holton, he
said that the discrimination in the case of
molasses was necessary, for without it the
refiner would import molasses only at a low
rate of duty, and would make all his sugar
from molasses, which then would not pay
proportionately to the revenue.

Hon. Mr. Holfon said his question, as to
what the principle was upon which two dif-
ferent rates were levied upon the same article,
was not yet answered. There ought to be no
difficulty in our adopting the consistent and
intelligent principle adopted in Europe, after
much research and experiment. Some definite
and intelligent basis of principle ought to be
acted upon.

Hon. Mr. Rose said that the English scale
was practicable for free trade-a scale ad-
justed so as to leave competition between
home and foreign exactly as if there was no
duty at all. It was utterly impossible of
application here. To insure correct grading
under the late Canadian scale had not been
found possible at many of the ports of entry.
Much less could the English scale be applied
here, owing to important differences in the
circumstances of the two countries. It would
not do to let molasses for refining come in at
the same rate as for consumption, as the
refiners would then use molasses altogether,
and the revenue would suffer largely. It was
for the interest of the consumer to be sup-
plied from two sources-by the refiners here
and the importers, and the double supply
which insured competition was what they
wished to secure.

Hon. Mr. Huntington thought it just possi-
ble that in making the division of profits to
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insure competition between these two classes,
the Government might have made a miscal-
culation. It appeared to him that the interests
of the consumer had really coincided with the
refiners' side of the question as far as discus-
sion had gone. In apportioning the duties a
distinction was made between the lowest
brown sugar which was put at ¾ of a cent
-all sugar above a certain number being
charged one cent. On the same principle, he
thought a further distinction between the
yellow sugar and the white refined was also
called for. If we distinguished sugar in a
rough, general way into the three leading
grades of brown, yellow and white, then he
thought that the same principle which had
dictated a reduction of one-quarter of a cent
on the brown or lowest grade demanded a
rise of one-quarter of a cent on the highest
grade of all. He did not profess an acquain-
tance with the technicalities and details of the
question, but it did appear to him that the
fair principle though adopted to a certain
extent had not been fully carried out as it
should have been.

Hon. Mr. Howland said that the great
desideratum was to obtain the greatest
amount of revenue with the least burden on
the people. The Government had statistics
showing actual results, and had not proceed-
ed without full and accurate information. The
honourable gentleman here entered into a
comparison between the late tariff and that
now proposed, giving the rates which the
various grades paid under each. There were
five grades of sugar under the late scale, the
sixth grade being simply concentrated cane
juice or "melado", as it was called. Under the
old scale no. one paid $3; under the new scale
what corresponded with it would pay on loaf
$2.80, and crushed $2.51. The different values
of these two kinds gave different rates of
duty-No. 2, old scale, two sixty-new scale,
two thirty-three; No. 3, old scale, two twenty-
five-new scale, two eighteen; No. 4, old
scale, one ninety-new scale, one ninety-nine;
No. 5, old scale, one sixty-eight-new scale,
one sixty; Melado, old scale, 137-new scale,
119. These changes, he thought, would com-
mend themselves as fair to all interests and
favourable to the consumers. The English and
Continental Tariff had been frequently re-
ferred to, but it had been considered impossi-
ble of adoption here, as was very generally
agreed.

Mr. Jones (Halifax) wished to ask the
Minister of Customs what regulations were to
be observed in determining the quantity in
packages interred for payment of duty.
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Mon. Mr. Tilley said that packages would
be rated at the gauged quantity at the port of
entry.

Mr. A. G. Jones thought it right to give fair
play and no more to all interests; still he had
to say that the Government had adopted an
extraordinary mode of arriving at the desired
result which he thought was very one-sided.
After all the results at the ports of Halifax
and Saint John since the late tariff came into
operation, there had been such as to excite
universal disapproval, it being felt by all in
the trade there and by the people generally
that they were being unjustly dealt with for
the benefit of the refining interest in Mon-
treal; and the new tariff was no better but
actually worse, as he believed, notwithstand-
ing the flourish of trumpets about developing
the West Indies trade with which it had been
introduced. He knew that it would very much
strengthen his position were he able to lay
before the House the opinion of the mercan-
tile community in Saint John and in Halifax,
and the whole of the facts and figures which
went to sustain that opinion. He was able,
however to cite what would not be denied,
and the force of which would be evident to
the House. The Board of Trade, had recom-
mended a specific duty of one cent per lb,
and 20 per cent ad valorem. He wished to
draw attention to the fact that the merchants
of Quebec, Montreal, Kingston, London, and
the other principal cities and towns, had all
given the same recommendation which,
therefore, embodied the opinion of the entire
mercantile interest, both east and west. This
was important, and ought to have some
weight with the Government, which it
seemed it had not had after all. He disputed
the correctness of the data from which the
Minister of Customs, also the Minister of
Excise, had deduced the figures representing
the duties payable by the various grades
-under the new scale. The speaker here pro-
ceeded to give the figures for each grade,
from one to six, under the new scale, which
differed considerably from those given by Mr.
Eowland. He made the assertion in all sincer-
tty that he, as an importer of West India
sugar, would greatly prefer the old tariff to
the new one. He had nothing to say against
the Canadian refiners, who were honest,
worthy and enterprising men. He did hold,
however, that the opinion of the whole mer-
cantile community, from east to west, which
had been disregarded by the Government,
ought to have received proper considerations.
The reduction on the specific rate of one cent

to î of a cent on the low grades, was a
heavy concession to the refiners. There was
another aspect of the question which he
wished to present, and a most important one
it was. The Finance Minister had said that he
aimed at the development of a large direct
trade with the West India Islands, but he (the
speaker) foresaw that one of the first effects
of the new scale, with its low figures, on the
coarsest brown sugar and melado, would be
to favour importation of the lowest grades
from Manilla and the East thus diminishing
the West India trade. The new scale was
calculated to lessen the inducement to supply
ourselves from the West Indies, and thus
certainly to contract our trade with the Is-
lands instead of increasing it, then who, he
would ask, was to determine at every port
whether a particular lot of sugar were not
equal to number nine Dutch standard? This
he ventured to say it would be found impos-
sible to do correctly. He would go back to his
argument, that it was not for the interest of
the Dominion to perpetrate any monopoly
which made the people pay high prices. He
moved in amendment that the proposed duty
on grades of sugar at and above No. 9 Dutch
standard, be reduced to 75 cents per hundred
pounds and 25 per cent ad valorem, being
the same as for grades below that standard.

Hon. Mr. Rose said the Government could
not acquiesce in the honourable gentleman's
proposition. He said the Government should
have followed the recommendations of the
Board of Trade; but all the Boards of Trade
were not of the same way of thinking. The
recommendations from the Boards were very
diverse in their character, and the Govern-
ment being responsible for the revenue, and
being bound to protect the consuming inter-
est, did not feel required to follow absolutely
the recommendations of the merchants whose
own interest was to make a profit on their
importations. If the Government had fixed
the duty at 15 per cent and one cent a pound,
there would have been a great deficiency in
the revenue. His honourable friend said he
would have preferred the old tariff to the
present one. The honourable gentleman there
let the cat out of the bag for he had been
running his $2.60 sugar in at $2.25. His
honourable friend said the effect of this tariff
would be to prevent the refiner getting his
supplies from the West Indies, and force him
to get them from Manilla and the East Indies.
If this was correct, this extension of our
trade would be a decided advantage.
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Mr. A. G. Jones replied, contending that the
Minister of Finance had not met the argu-
ment he had advanced. The honourable gen-
tlemen had represented that it was only the
selfish importers who oppose the Government
scheme. He (Mr. Jones) no doubt looked to
his own interests as well as others, but he
claimed to stand in the position of the great
majority of the people of this country who
desired the legislation which would bring in
the largest amount of sugar from the quarters
where it could be most cheaply produced, and
which would create as wholesome competi-
tion, so that consumers might have it at the
lowest possible rate. He had yet to learn that
the refiners who were specially taken under
the protecting wing of the Government had
any more disinterestedness than the import-
ing class whom the Minister of Finance
wished to guard against. The honourable gen-
tleman thought if we could get cheap sugars
in the East Indies it would be for the advan-
tage of the country to get them. He seemed to
forget that if we were to have the benefits of
direct trade with the West Indies, it could
only be by reciprocal legislation. The honou-
rable gentleman, in the ground he has taken
on that point, swept away the whole argu-
ment which he so eloquently presented to the
House the other night on the subject of
encouraging trade with the West Indies.

Hon. Mr. Tilley asked if Mr. Jones did not
state to him, some days ago, that if the
Government imposed 25 per cent ad valorem
on molasses it would be satisfactory.

Mr. A. G. Jones-Without casks.

Hon. Mr. Tilley-That was not mentioned,
and the cask did not make much difference.
He proceeded to give figures as to the value
of molasses imported into Canada, the aver-
age of which was 22 cents. The Government
had therefore come to the conclusion that the
proposed duty would be about 5 cents per
gallon, which was a reduction that would
diminish the revenue by about $20,000. He
then gave a series of the calculations as to
the difference of the rates per hundred
pounds on sugar between the old and the
proposed tariff and the tariff proposed by
some of the Board of Trade of 20 per cent,
and 1 cent a pound. The last proposition, he
concluded from the figures presented, would
have closed every refinery in the country,
and put the whole business in the hands of
the importers. The present proposed tariff
would be also alike fair to the importers and
consumers.

Mr. A. G. Jones replied to the Minister of
Customs. He disputed his proposition that the
scheme of the Board of Trade would have
closed the refineries. These refineries were
established, and had been living and making
money under a protection afforded them of 10
per cent ad valorem, and it was trifiing with
the House to say they could not live under a
20 per cent ad valorem protection.

Hon. Mr. Anglin thanked the Government
for their concession to the people of the
Maritime Provinces in taking the duty off
breadstuff. Coming to the sugar and molasses
question he said he did not pretend to com-
prehend the calculations read by the Minister
of Customs. He questioned if the honourable
gentleman understood them himself, for in
drawing his comparisons he had read for
some time from the wrong column before
discovering his mistake. (Laughter). He then
proceeded at some length to contend that the
true principle of levying duties on sugar was
to have the same ad valorem and specific
rates on all grades.

Mr. Bolton said he was in the molasses
trade, and he doubted very much if the new
rates were a reduction of duty. He did not
look on the remission of the duties on bread-
stuffs as a concession so far as New Brun-
swick was concerned, for there were no such
duties there previous to the Union- (Cries of
"question, question").

Hon. Mr. Holiton asked that the debate be
adjourned as other members desired to speak
and it was useless to do so when the House
was so impatient.

Hon. Mr. Cartier said the debate on the
sugar duties might be made the first order
to-morrow, after which he would proceed
with the resolutions on the fortifications.

After some further conversation it was
agreed to divide on Mr. Jones' amendment,
which was negatived-yeas, 32; nays, 85.

YEAS-Messrs. Anglin, Bolton, Bourassa,
Burpee, Cameron (Inverness), Coffin, Connell,
Coupal, Dorion, Ferris, Fisher, Forbes, For-
tier, Godin, Jones (Halifax), McDonald (An-
tigonish), Mackenzie, Magill, McLeflan, Mills,
Oliver, Paquet, Parker, Pozer, Ray, Ross
(Prince Edward), Ross (Victoria, N.B.), Sa-
vary, Stirton, Thompson (Haldimand), Wal-
lace, Workman-32.

NAYS-Messrs. Beaty, Bechard, Bellerose,
Benoit, Bertrand, Blanchet, Bowell, Bown,
Brousseau, Brown, Burton, Campbell, Carling,
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Caron, Carrier, Cayley, Chamberlin, Chau-
veau, Cheval, Cimon, Colby, Costigan,
Crawford (Brockville), Crawford (Leeds),
Currier, DeNiverville, Desaulnier, Dobbie,
Drew, Dufresne, Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet,
Gendron, Gibbs, Grant, Gray, Grover, Holton,
Howland, Huntington, Irvine, Keller, Kempt,
Kirkpatrick, Langlois, Langevin, Lapum,
Lawson, Little, McDonald (Glengarry), Sir
John A. Macdonald, McDonald (Middlesex),
Masson (Soulanges), Masson (Terrebonne),
McCarthy, McConkey, McDougall, MeMillan
(Vaudreuil), Morison (Victoria, 0.), Munro,
Merritt, Perry, Pinsonneault, Pouliot, Renaud,
Robitaille, Rose, Ross (Champlain), Ross
(Dundas), Rymal, Scatcherd, Shanly, Simard,
Sproat, Stephenson, Sylvain, Tilley, Tremblay,
Walsh, Webb, White, Whitehead, Wilson
Wright-85.

The following are the rates of duty that the
various grades of sugar would pay under the
new tariff, as calculated by Mr. Jones:-For
the purposes of comparison with the late
scale, six different rates of cost, price and of
duties on each, to correspond, are given,
namely: $3, $2.50, $2.28, $2, $1.62, and $1.20.

Hon. Mr. Holton, in explanation of his vote,
said the proposition of the member for Hali-
fax had appeared to him open to the objec-
tion that it proposed to levy the same rates of
specific duty on all classes of sugars, without
any reference whatever to their value. The
Government proposition, he thought, was
open to the same objection, that it did not
classify sugar sufficiently; but the proposition
of the member for Halifax was still more
objectionable from his point of view than
that of the Government.

The resolution relating to sugar and mo-
lasses, and also the 25 and 10 per cent lists
were agreed to.

On the resolution relating to the 5 per cent
list-

Hon. Mr. Chauveau moved in amendment
that the printed books, pamphlets and peri-
odicals, not foreign reprints of British copy-
right works, and blank account books, books
to be written or drawn upon, etc., be placed
on the free list.

Lost-Yeas, 45: Nays. 65.

YEAS-Anglin, Bellerose, Bourassa, Bown,
Brousseau, Burton, Cameron (Inverness),
Chauveau, Coffin, Colby, Coupal, Currier,
DeNiverville, Forbes, Gaudet, Godin, Grant,
Holton, Irvine, Jones (Halifax), Kempt,
McDonald (Antigonish), Mackenzie, Masson

(Soulanges), Masson (Terrebonne), McLellan,
Mills, Morison (Victoria), Oliver, Pacquet,
Parker, Pozer, Ray, Ross (Victoria, N.S.),
Rymal, Savary, Scatcherd, Stephenson,
Stirton, Tremblay, Walsh, Webb, Whitehead,
Workman, Wright-45.

NAYS-Beaty, Bechard, Benoit, Bertrand,
Blanchet, Bolton, Bowell, Brown, Burpee,
Campbell, Carling, Caron, Cartier, Cayley,
Cheval, Cimon, Connell, Costigan, Crawford,
Desaulnier, Dobbie, Drew, Dufresne, Ferris,
Fisher, Fortier, Fortin, Gaucher, Gendron,
Gibbs, Gray, Howland, Keeler, Kirkpatrick,
Langlois, Langevin, Lapum, Lawson, Little,
McDonald (Glengarry), Macdonald (Sir
J. A.), McCarthy, McConkey, McDougall,
McMillan (Vaudreuil), Munro, Merritt, Pin-
sonneault, Pouliot, Renaud, Robitaille, Rose,
Ross (Champlain), Ross (Dundas), Ross
(Prince Edward), Ryan, Simard, Sproat,
Sylvain, Tilley, Wallace, White, Wilson-65.

Mr. Gibbs moved in amendment to restore
bar, rod and hoop, and sheet iron and wire to
the free list.

Mr. Workman seconded the amendment. He
complained that in framing the tariff the
Government did not seem to have been guid-
ed by any principle. The articles mentioned
in the amendment which had been trans-
ferred from the free list were fair subjects of
taxation. It was necessary for the purpose of
revenue; but if so, why should other similar
articles remain in the free list, as brass and
copper wire, borax, scrap iron, machinery
used in the construction of mills or factories;
why should bar, rod and sheet iron be alone
selected for duty? He thought it particularly
objectionable to have machinery on the free
list when raw material was taxed.

Hon. Mr. Rose said Government in trans-
ferring articles from the free list had selected
those that were partially manufactured in
this Province, and which would yield a con-
siderable amount of duty-somewhere about
$100,000.

Sir G. E. Cartier said he would have re-
joiced as much as his colleague from Mont-
real Centre if sufficient revenue could have
been raised without taxing these articles. The
member for Centre Montreal asked why other
articles were not taxed. The answer was
obvious. The Government only desired
to impose such duties as would meet
the exigencies of public service, and when
they took a certain number of articles for
revenue purposes from the free list and im
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posed five per cent on them, that was no
reason why they should tax other articles
now on the free list when additional revenue
was not required. Perhaps sometime hereaft-
er the Government would meet the views of
the member for Montreal Centre by taxing
other articles if more revenue was required.

Hon. Mr. Holton said if all that was re-
quired was $100,000 of revenue-if that was
the sole reason for imposing this 5 per cent
on certain articles-would it not have been
better to have included al this class of arti-
cles under a smaller duty, say 2j per cent.
The same principle should be made applica-
ble to the whole of them. Still, if the revenue
was required, and as the member for Centre
Montreal had admitted these articles were
fair subjects for taxation, he (Mr. Holton)
was afraid he must vote against the amend-
ment which his honourable friend had sec-
onded.

Mr. Gibbs said if it was revenue that was
required, ten or fifteen per cent on machinery
used in the construction of mills and facto-
ries would produce $100,000 or $150,000.

The amendment was lost on a division, and
the resolution was agreed to.

The resolution as to ale and beer was
agreed to.

On the resolution imposing 15 per cent and
3à cents per pound on black, and 15 per cent
and 7 cents per pound on green tea-

Mr. D. A. McDonald said that he thought
this discrimination in favour of black tea,
because the Lower Provinces used it exclu-
sively. He moved that the specific duty on
green tea be reduced to 5 cents.

Mr. Burpee defended the discrimination as
an offset to the tax on molasses of which New
Brunswick consumed nine times as much as
Ontario in proportion to the population.

Mr. Mackenzie thought the discrimination
against green tea which was chiefly used in
Ontario was entirely unjustifiable.

Hon. Mr. Anglin said the rate on black tea
fixed in the early part of the session, he
understood was a concession to the Lower
Provinces, although it was greater than they
had paid before the Union. To withdraw that
concession might probably increase the dis-
content prevailing there. He had voted for
every proposition to-night to reduce duties,
but he could not support the present proposi-
tion.

Mr. Mackenzie said the honourable gentle-
man supported every proposition to reduce
taxes which affected the Lower Provinces,
but when it was a tax affecting only the West
he would not go for reduction. Was that what
he considered a fair course to al sections of
the Dominion?

Mr. Ross (Dundas) regretted Government
had not been able to reduce the tax on tea
which was most burdensome on the poor.
They might have done this instead of placing
in the free list some articles which were fair
subjects for taxation.

Mr. Rymal complained that the tobacco
duties were so graduated that the cheaper
kinds paid more in proportion to their value
than the dearer. The same objectionable prin-
ciple was found in the duties on tea and
sugar. He thought it very objectionable. The
Scripture told us to "remember the poor," not
to "remember the rich."

The House divided on Mr. D. A.
McDonald's amendment. Lost. Yeas, 48: Nays,
58.

Yeas-Bechard, Benoit, Bowell, Brousseau,
Brown, Cameron (Inverness), Cayley, Cheval,
Coupal, Currier, Drew, Fortier, Gaudet,
Gendron, Gibbs, Godin, Holton, Huntington,
Kempt, Lapum, Lawson, Little, McDonald
(Glengarry), McDonald (Antigonish),
Mackenzie, Masson (Soulanges), Masson (Ter-
rebonne), McConkey, Mills, Monroe, Merritt,
Oliver, Paquet, Parker, Pinsonneault, Pozer,
Ross (Dundas), Ross (Prince Edward), Rymal,
Scatcherd, Stephenson, Stirton, Tremblay,
White, Whitehead, Wilson, Workman and
Wright-48.

Nays-Anglin, Archambeault, Beaty, Bel-
lerose, Bertrand, Blanchet, Bolton, Bown,
Burpee, Burton, Campbell, Carling, Caron,
Cartier, Chamberlin, Cimon, Connell, Costi-
gan, Crawford, Crawford, DeNiverville, De-
saulnier, Dobbie, Dufresne, Ferguson, Fisher,
Fortier, Gaucher, Gray, Howland, Jones
(Halifax), Keeler, Kirkpatrick, Langlois,
Langevin, McDonald (Lunenburg), Macdonald
(Sir J. A.), McCarthy, McDougall, McLachlin,,
McLennan, Pope, Pouliot, Ray, Renaud,
Robitaille, Rose, Ross (Champlain), Ross
(Victoria, N.B.), Ryan, Savary, Shanly, Si-
mard, Sylvain, Tilley, Wallace, Walsh and
Webb-58.

Mr. Masson (Terrebonne) objected to the
proposed rating of wines, which lowered the
duties on expensive and luxurious wines as
champagne, and increased the duties on
cheaper wines.
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Hon. Mr. Rose disputed Mr. Masson's asser-
tion, and contended that the proposed duty of
20 per cent ad valorem, and 10 cents per
gallon, rated wines according to their value
much better than the old tariff.

Mr. Mackenzie moved to reduce the spe-
cific duty on green tea to six cents.

Hon. Mr. McDougall appealed to the House
to sustain the Government on the measures
they considered necessary to raise sufficient
revenue. He hoped friends of the Government
would show their confidence in the Govern-
ment, and rise superior to the temptation to
give a claptrap vote.

Mr. Mackenzie said the men of public
works of course expected that no one behind
the Treasury benches would dare to vote for
his amendment, after this cracking of the
whip over them. If they were so easily ter-
rified they would not show that spirit which
was characteristic of our people.

Sir G. E. Cartier (in French) appealed to
his friends to vote down the amendment,
which, he said, was moved in the interest of
Ontario.

Hon. Mr. Holion rebuked the Minister of
Militia for making a sectional appeal which,
moreover, had no just foundation for green
tea was just as commonly used in Lower as
Upper Canada.

Mr. D. A. McDonald said he had never
given a claptrap vote in his life, and hoped
he never would. He advocated this reduction
as a matter of justice.

Sir J. A. Macdonald opposed the amend-
ment as being the withdrawal of a solemn
pledge given to the Lower Provinces in the
first part of the session, and then put on the
statute book. The member for Glengarry then
voted to sustain the Government in this tax.
It would be unfair to unsettle the tariff then
fixed.

Mr. D. A. McDonald-,I supported you in
the duty then put on flour, and you have
taken it off since.

Mr. Mackenzie replied to the leader of the
Government saying, he had never used a
weaker argument. If laws once made were
never to be altered, the world would still be
in a state of barbarism. The Government in
the first part of the session distinctly said
that the tariff when introduced was a mere
temporary make-shift-that there was to be a

complete revision of it in the latter part of
the session. Why was it now submitted to
them at all if the House was not to be at
liberty to revise it?

Mr. Gibbs, as one friendly to the Govern-
ment, wished to know if he made a sugges-
tion for revision of the tariff, and the House
sustained, whether Government were to turn
round and declare it a vote of want of
confidence. If the Minister of Public Works
had before the last vote was taken, made the
statement he did after it, he (Mr. Gibbs)
would have voted against the amendment,
and would have done so with all the more
satisfaction because he looked upon green tea
as a rank poison, (but those who used it did
not think so) and he considered this reduction
was a matter of justice to Ontario and Que-
bec, and having voted for the reduction to
five cents, he would not now stultify himself
by voting against the reduction to six cents.

Mr. Bowell said the Minister of Justice had
not fairly represented the vote of the first
part of the session. It was a vote not
referring exclusively to green tea, but was a
proposition to go into Committee to reduce
the duties on tea, molasses, and a number of
other articles. If the doctrine laid down by
the Minister of Public Works were correct,
the members might as well go home, and
leave the Government to do the whole work
of legislation. He (Mr. Bowell) was not going
to change his vote on account of anything
that had been said by the Minister of Public
Works.

Hon. Mr. Anglin thought the rate of six
cents on green tea was more in proportion to
value, as compared with the duty on black
tea, than the rate in these resolutions. He put
it to the Ministry whether, for the sake of one
cent, they should maintain an invidious dis-
tinction. He wished to have fair play all
round.

The House then divided on Mr. Mac-
kenzie's amendment which was lost. Yeas, 45;
Nays, 53.

Yeas-Messrs. Anglin, Bechard, Bowell,
Brown, Cameron (Inverness), Cheval, Coupal,
Currier, Drew, Fortier, Gibbs, Godin, Holton,
Huntington, Jones (Halifax), Kempt, Lapum,
Lawson, McDonald (Glengarry), McDonald
(Antigonish), McDonald (Lunenburg), Mc-
kenzie, Masson (Soulanges), Masson (Terre-
bonne), McConkey, McLellan, Mills, Morison
(Victoria, Ont.), Merritt, Oliver, Paquet,
Parker, Pozer, Ross (Dundas), Ross (Prince
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Edward), Ross (Victoria, N.B.), Rymal, Scat-
cherd, Stephenson, Stirton, Tremblay, White,
Whitehead, Wilson, Workman-45.

Nays--Archambault, Beaty, Bellerose,
Bertrand, Blanchet, Bolton, Bown, Burpee,
Burton, Campbell, Carling, Caron, Cartier,
Chamberlin, Cimon, Connell, Costigan,
Crawford (Brockville), Crawford (Leeds),
DeNiverville, Desaulnier, Dobbie, Dufresne,
Ferris, Fisher, Fortier, Gaucher, Gray,
Howland, Keeler, Kirkpatrick, Langlois,
Langevin, Sir. J. A. Macdonald, McCarthy,
McDougall, McMillan, Pope, Pouliot, Ray,
Renaud, Robitaille, Rose, Ross (Champlain),
Ryan, Savary, Shaniy, Simard, Sylvain, Til-
ley, Wallace, Walsh and Webb-53.

Mr. Ross (Dundas) moved an amendment
that corn and grain of all kinds, except
wheat, be taken from the free list and remain
in the ten per cent list as formerly.

Lost. Yeas, 20; Nays, 81.

Mr. Mackenzie moved that rice, on which
this tariff proposes 15 per cent, be restored to
the free list.

Lost on a division.

The remaining resolutions passed up to the
last, imposing export duties on logs and shin-
gles, staves and bolts.

Mr. Mackenzie moved to strike this out, as
the constitution did not allow the imposition
of export duties with reference to New
Brunswick, he objected to their being passed
with reference to the other Provinces. The
same principle should be applied to all.

Lost on division.

Mr. Lawson moved to reduce the duties on
pine logs, from $2 to $1, and stave bolts of
elm from $1 to 50¢.

Mr. Walsh urged that the proper course
would be to make the duties on logs ad valo-
rem. The amendment was lost on a division.

All the resolutions having been concurred,
Messrs. Howland, and Tilley, introduced the
Excise and Customs Bills founded on the
same.

The House adjourned at ten minutes past
four o'clock.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, May 1. 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

REPORT ON SHIP BUILDING

Mr. Desaulnier presented a report from
the Select Committee on ship building,
recommending that a drawback be granted of
all duties on iron used in the construction of
composite ships.

FORTIFICATIONS

Sir G. E. Cartier moved that the House
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole to
consider the following resolutions:

1st. That it is expedient to provide that a
sum not exceeding 1,000,000 pounds sterling,
be applied to defray the expense of construc-
ting works of fortifications for the defence of
Montreal and other cities and places west of
Montreal, and also for the defence of the city
of Saint John, N.B.

2nd. That it is expedient that sums re-
quired for the purpose mentioned in the
preceding resolution be raised from time to
time by loan under guarantee of the Imperial
Government, and that the sum so raised with
the interest thereon, be a charge on the
Consolidated Revenue Fund of Canada, next
after the appropriation for the construction of
the Intercolonial Railway; as shall also such
further sums as may be necessary to repay
the said loan either by way of a sinking fund
not exceeding one per centum per annum on
the principal sum so raised for the purpose of
paying off the same, or in such other way as
the Governor-in-Council may determine.

The honourable gentleman spoke at some
length on the resolutions. He said the subject
contained in these resolutions was not new. It
was proposed to raise 1,000,000 pounds sterl-
ing on the guarantee of the Imperial Gov-
ernment for works of fortifications for the
defence of Montreal, Kingston, Toronto, Ham-
ilton, Paris, London; and also Saint John,
New Brunswick. When this subject was moot-
ed some time ago, the cry was raised that the
money would be applied to the fortification of
Montreal alone. It was now his happiness to
give a contradiction to this statement by
submitting these resolutions. It was well

known that the Imperial Government had
undertaken the fortification of Quebec. They
would also do what was necessary for the
defence of Halifax as the principal British
naval station on this continent. The Imperial
Government had always declared that the
whole resources of the empire were pledged
to the defence of Canada; but that at the
same time Canada must do something for
herself. The despatches showing the views of
the Imperial Government had been laid
before the House. They required us to pro-
vide for the defence of Montreal. It had been
represented that it would not do to leave
Ontario undefended. The Imperial Govern-
ment did not wish to leave us in a false
position. They stated that with Montreal and
Quebec fortified, they would undertake the
defence of Canada. This had given rise to the
impression that al the money would be spent
at Quebec and Montreal, and that Ontario
would be left defenceless. Conferences fol-
lowed between the Canadian and Imperial
Governments, and it was agreed that there
should also be fortifications at various stra-
tegic points in Upper Canada-Toronto,
Kingston, Hamilton, and other places. The
Imperial Government with that view agreed
to extend the guarantee to the amount re-
quired to be raised for fortifying those places,
as well as Montreal. It was not in his power
to submit any confidential report as to the
precise nature of these fortifications. It
would not be right for him to do so. To break
secrecy with regard to these reports would be
to defeat to some extent, the object aimed at.
The sum required for the fortification of
Montreal, though the principal point to be
fortified, would not exceed 430,000 pounds
sterling or 440,000 pounds sterling. An en-
trenched camp would be constructed there in
order to provide for an invasion from our
neighbours, whether by Lake Champlain or
from Ogdensburg. This camp and the for-
tifications would extend from opposite
Montreal, and would reach the County of
Vaudreuil. This 440,000 pounds sterling would
provide fortifications that would meet the
views of the British Government. The expen-
diture for the land and sea defence of Saint
John, N.B. would be 190,000 pounds sterling
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to 200,000 pounds. There would then be re-
served more than half the amount for On-
tario. A large portion of this balance would
be spent at Kingston, the key to Upper
Canada; the rest at Toronto, Hamilton, Paris
and London. It was probable that at London
there would be large works in the shape of an
Inland Camp. There would be various objec-
tions to this expenditure for fortifications.
First, it would be said they would be unpro-
ductive works. In reply to this he would say
that our country had reached that position of
importance that we should follow the exam-
ple of other nations and fence our country
against agression. When we made fences be-
tween ourselves and our neighbours, it was a
solemn declaration to them and to the world
that we intended to remain connected with
Great Britain. We should remember that we
had received a great deal of money from
Britain; the capital of our banks, the money
for the construction of our railways, etc.; and
when we raised the defences of which we had
spoken, it was an additional security to the
British capitalists that their money was safe,
and we could in future receive what more
money we wanted on cheaper terms. The
argument therefore against his scheme, or
rather against the scheme suggested by the
British Government, that it was spending
money on unproductive works, would not
hold good. Another objection was, that it was
too heavy an expenditure for our resources.
The Minister of Finance had shown that in
the coming year there would be a sufficient
surplus to pay interest and sinking fund on
the money raised not only for these fortifica-
tions but for the Intercolonial Railway. If the
money was borrowed in five annual instal-
ments of 220,000 pounds sterling each, the
charge for the first year at four per cent
interest and one per cent sinking fund would
be $52,532; on the second year $107,066; on
the third year $160,600; fourth year $214,133;
fifth and thereafter $267,666. In 38 or 42
years, according to whether the sinking fund
was invested at six per cent or five per cent,
the whole amount would be entirely paid off;
and he thought that such a charge on the
public treasury was a very light one when we
took into account the immense benefit the
Dominion would derive from it. The
ordinary expenditure for the Militia would
not exceed $900,000 or $1,000,000, add to that
the charge for interest and sinking fund on
the fortifications loan of $267,000 after five
years, and the charge on so great a country
as the Dominion of Canada for the mainte-
nance of the Militia organization and for

[Sir G. E. Cartier (Montreal East).]

forti'fications, would not be more than $1,-
267,000 yearly. This was less than the charge
on any other people similarly situated, but he
believed that possibly the charge for militia
after we had these fortifications might be less
than what he had stated. Another objection
was embodied in the idea that with the heavy
guns of modern times, Armstrongs and oth-
ers, there were no fortifications that could
resist them. This idea he pronounced falla-
cious and unfounded. Some honourable gen-
tleman had stated that the best fortifications
Her Majesty could have for the defence of
this Dominion, were to be found in the loyal-
ty and in the hearts of its inhabitants. He
admitted this furnished a most essential de-
fence, but they were not sufficient. A nation
inferior in number could not cope with a
ration superior in number without fortifica-
tions. Those having such feelings should be
protected so that they might live as long as
possible to confront the foe. He could not
admit for a moment that fortifications were
useless. They were especially valuable for a
nation situated as ours; for though our cli-
mate had its disadvantages, it had this advan-
tage, that it limited the possibility of military
operations against us to six months in the
year. In the late war in the United States we
had seen how long the immense armies under
the Northern generals had been kept at bay
by the fortifications of Petersburgh and
Richmond. By means of their fortifications
the South, which could only put 500,000 men
in the field, had for five years successfully
resisted the North with its vastly superior
resources, and which put into the field al-
together 2,600,000. If Canada should be in-
vaded, we had the power of Britain to back
us, and the United States would require a
large portion of their forces to defend their
Atlantic seaboard and California and Oregon,
which were more vulnerable by Britain
than Canada was by the United States. He
did not see how the United States, in the
event of a war, could spare more than 150,000
men for the invasion of Canada; but with the
expenses of the late war and the burdens it
had entailed on them he did not believe the
United States would go to war with Great
Britain. (Opposition cries of "hear, hear.") It
was said that in case of a war with the
United States, let us meet them with flesh
against flesh, but they had more flesh than
we had and not content with that they were
erecting fortifications besides. The honourable
gentleman then referred to the history of the
Crimean war to show the value of fortifica-
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tions; also to the negotiations between France
and Prussia about Luxemburg, and to the
part played by the Quadrilateral in saving
Austria during the late Italian war. He ex-
pected the resolutions he had now the honour
to submit would be accepted almost unani-
mously by the House. The member for
Lambton had stated he would move an
amendment, but he believed the honourable
gentleman himself would be pleased if his
amendment were defeated by an overwhelm-
ing majority. His (Sir George's) intention was
not to press a vote to go into Committee
to-day. He wished to have the discussion go
on with the advantage of having the Speaker
in the Chair, and after it had gone on for
some time he would move for an adjourn-
mnent of the debate, that every member might
have an opportunity of full reflection before
the vote was taken.

BAGOT ELECTION COMMITTEE

The names of the members appointed to
serve as the Bagot Election Committee, were
here called. All were present except the
Chairman, Mr. Joly, who is absent from the
city.

Mr. Walsh moved that Mr. Joly be taken
into custody by the Sergeant-at-Arms. Car-
ried.

THE FORTIFICATION OUESTION

Hon. Mr. Hol±on asked whether in the
event of the debate appearing to be fully
exhausted this evening, the Minister of Mi-
litia would still want its adjournment.

Sir G. E. Cartier said such was his inten-
tion. Government wished the subject to be
thoroughly discussed. Some members who
were absent might wish to take part in the
debate, and would have an opportunity of
doing so on Tuesday.

Hon. Mr. Hol±on thought if that were the
view of the Government that they should
wait for the presence of some gentlemen now
absent. The debate had better be adjourned
at once, and he would recommend the mem-
ber for Lambton not to move his amendment
xrntil the debate came up in order to be fairly
decided.

Mr. Mackenzie said after the statement of
the Minister of Militia, he would not move
his amendment now but reserve it until the
debate was taken up with a reasonable
probability of its being proceeded with to a
conclusion.

Sir John A. Macdonald thought the mem-
ber for Lambton was afraid to place his
answer to the Minister of Militia and his
amenrdment before the country to be consid-
ered in connection with Mr. Cartier's speech.
(Oh, oh!) he would rather rise at the last
moment and submit an amendment, to be
disposed of at once, before the House and
country had had time to weigh it.

Mr. Mackenzie said he had faced both the
Minister of Militia and the Minister of Justice
for some years, and had never been much
terrified by either of them. He had told the
Minister of Militia yesterday that he had his
anmendment ready, and asked if he thought it
should be printed. The honourable gentleman
thought it unnecessary. If he had thought it
should be printed it would have appeared in
the votes and proceedings to-day. In order
fully to meet the taunt of the Minister of
Justice, he begged nov to hand in his amend-
ment to the Clerk as a notice of motion.
(Hear, hear.) The amendment was as fol-
lows:-"That the question of the erection of
permanent works of defence should form a
subject of inquiry by a special commission or
select committee-first as to the necessity for
and utility of such works and the relative
sharc of the burden thereof to be borne by
the Colonial and Imperial authorities respec-
tively. Secondly-The system of defence
deemed necessary, the character of the works,
their extent, locality and cost; and that pend-
ing such inquiry and report to Parliament, it
is not expedient to vote any sum of money
for fortifications of the nature, extent, utility
and cost of which this House is uninformed."

Hon. Mr. Dorion made some comments on
the singular course of the Government in
determining to have this debate adjourned. It
was generally understood that business was
to be hurried forward so as to have a proro-
gation in a fortnight. It seemed as if it was
intended by the Government to delay these
resolutions till the very end of the session,
wien they would be pushed through at a
time when there was no inclination for dis-
cussion, and when many members would be
absent.

Hon. Mr. Johnson insisted that the Minister
of Militia should bring down the details of
the expenditure proposed, in order to give the
House an idea of how it was to be appro-
priated-that there was no precedent for vot-
ing a sum like this en bloc.

Sir J. A. Macdonald moved that the debate
be adjourned. Carried.
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COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Hon. Mr. Rose moved that the House go
again into Committee of Supply.

Hon. Mr. Holion moved in amendment
-That all the words after "that" in the origi-
nal motion be omitted, and the following
inserted:-"It is expedient to provide for a
reduction on the first day of July next of the
salary of the Governor-General to $35,000 per
annum, and of the salaries of all officers and
employees of the Government receiving more
than $800 per annum by at least 121 per
cent, and to provide that no salaried officer of
Government shall receive any extra emolu-
ments for special services." He said his motion
spoke for itself, and he thought it scarcely
necessary for him to say anything in its
support. He believed the general feeling of
the country was that $35,000 would be a
sufficient salary for the head of the Gov-
ernment. As regarded the second proposition,
he thought the Government must admit its
justice when they had supported a similar
reduction with reference to employees of the
House. As to the third proposition, its justice
could hardly be disputed. If salaried officers
were engaged on special services, it was clear
their ordinary duties were not sufficient to
occupy their time, or else that these duties
were neglected. In either case they should not
receive two prices for their services.

Mr. Mackenzie seconded the motion.

Mr. Dufresne moved in amendment to the
amendment, that the salary of the Gover-
nor-General be $32,000.

Mr. Speaker ruled this amendment out of
order-only one amendment being permissi-
ble to a motion for going into Committee of
Supply.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin objected to Mr. Holton's
amendment that it contained three proposi-
tions. If put in its present form, it debarred
the House from considering hereafter any one
of the propositions separately and on its own
merits.

Hon. Mr. Holion said that in reality there
was but one principal proposition, namely, to
reduce.

Hon. Mr. Gali supported Mr. Dunkin's
view, and thought any member of the House
could require the motion to be divided.

Hon. Mr. Dorion contended that the motion
was in order.

Sir John A. Macdonald supported the con-
trary view-that it ought to be divided. The
honourable mover might persist in it, but it
appeared to have been framed so as to ensure
defeat.

Hon. Mr. Holton said he had no desire to
place the House in an embarrassing position.

Sir John A. Macdonald-It is you who are
in an embarrassing position.

Hon. Mr. Holton-Not at all. If the leader
of the Government put it on that ground, he
would refrain from making the proposition he
had intended. He was quite willing to give
the leader of the Government an opportunity
of giving a square vote on the whole motion;
but if it was the desire of the House to have
three votes instead of one, he was willing to-
divide it; or if it was the desire of the House
simply to vote on the Governor-General's
salary, he would strike out the latter part of
it; but if the Government wished to join issue
on the whole motion, he (Mr. Holton) and his
friends were quite prepared to take their
stand on it in its present shape.

Mr. Jones (Leeds) desired to have the vote
confined to the Governor-General's salary. As
for the proposed reduction of all salaries by
12½ per cent, such a sweeping measure,
vithout any previous enquiry, was very ob-

jectionable. It did not rest on the same basis
as the similar proposition with reference to
salaries of officers of this House, which had
been decided upon after a full investigation
by a Committee.

Hon. Mr. Gray expressed the opinion that
the motion did not violate any rule of the
House. It was simply a question of expedien-
cy, to be judged by the mover, whether he
should present it in that shape or not.

MERCHANTS' BANK OF CANADA

Afier the recess,

Hon. Mr. Holion, in the absence of Mr.
Abbott, moved the House into Committee of
the Whole on the Bill to confirm the amalga-
mation of the Commercial Bank of Canada
and the Merchants' Bank.

The Committee reported the Bill with some
amendments, which were agreed to, and the
third reading was ordered for Monday.

MONTREAL WEST ELECTION

Mr. Speaker read a certificate from the
Clerk of the Crown Chancery, that M. P.
Ryan, Esq., had been elected to represent
Montreal West.
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MR. HOLTON'S AMENDMENT

Mr. Speaker then gave his decision on the
objection raised by Mr. Dunkin to Mr. Hol-
ton's motion. He decided that the motion was
quite regular-That it was a complex motion.
It was not therefore irregular.

Hon. Mr. Rose spoke in opposition to Mr.
Holton's amendment. He referred to an era-
sure from the motion as originally drawn,
which was aimed at reducing the salaries of
ministers of the crown to $4,000·. The honour-
able gentleman, however, carefully looking
at all contingencies, had decided to protect
the present occupants for the sake of the
incoming tenants. (Laughter.) But his honour-
able friend striking that out levelled his
artillery at the Governor-General above, and
at a lower game below, by proposing to strike
off 12j per cent from the salaries of officers
receiving over $800. If the salaries of Civil
Service men were too high, he wished the
House to consider that they had their salaries
fixed by an Act of Parliament. The officers
under that Act had reached certain positions
after various terms of service, and the propo-
sition was, that without any discrimination
-- without any inquiry as to the value of their
services-they should be subjected to a re-
duction of at least 12J per cent.

Mr. Jones (Leeds) asked if they had their
salaries under an Act of the Dominion Par-
liament.

Hon. Mr. Rose said whether that were so or
not, many of these men had grown gray in
the public service, and were entitled to more
consideration than this motion gave them.
There was now a Civil Service Bill providing
that men should enter the service at lower
salaries than at present, and that they should
get promotion according to a certain scale of
length of service. At the same time Gov-
ernment had a certain discretion to adapt the
salaries to the value of the officers. But this
motion showed no such discretion, but
proposed a general reduction without any
reference to the value of the services ren-
dered. Mr. Rose proceeded to contend that
the officers in the Civil Service were not
overpaid, and read some figures to show that
they were not so well paid as the correspond-
ing officers in the Legislature. He asked the
House to pause before taking out of the hands
of the Government the task in which they
were now engaged of revising the whole civil
service, and carefully adjusting the remuner-
ation to the value of services. He would go as

far as any man for retrenchment and econo-
my. At the same time he thought it of essen-
tial importance to the efficiency of the public
service that the Government should have the
power of dealing justly with these officers
who devoted thernselves to their work with
the highest degree of industry, integrity, and
zeal. As regarded the last proposition in the
motion, it was merely a slavish copy of a part
of the Civil Service Bill which the Govern-
ment had now before the House. It was
somewhat extraordinary that the honourable
gentleman should propose to stop the supplies
in order to forestall and anticipate what the
Government were asking the House to enact.

Mr. Chamberlin regretted that the Minister
of Finance had not argued as ably the absur-
dity of a general indiscriminate reduction of
121 per cent when applied to the employees of
this House, as he did now when applied to the
employees of the Government. The motion of
the member for Chateauguay divided itself in-
to three parts, and each of them was bad. If
the Governor-General were an officer of the
Dominion, his salary should be exorbitant; but
he was an officer of the Imperial Government,
and when we gave back to Britain, in return
for all the benefits we received from her, only
this one salary, we should not quarrel about
its amount. It might, perhaps, be advisable to
reduce it, but the reduction to $35,000 was
decidedly too great. The second part of the
motion was mischievous and absurd. The third
part was needless, being simply a copy of an
enactment which Government had at present
before Parliament.

Hon. Mr. Dorion said that it would be a
reflection on the officers of this House if the
officers of departments were not similarly
reduced. The present motion was an expres-
sion that the scale of salaries was too high
and should be reduced at least 12j per cent.
It was only carrying out the views enunciated
by the Government in regard to the officers
of this House and should be literally followed
up. The honourable Minister of Finance had
not, when referring to the Governor's salary,
shown any disposition to reduce it. From that
it was evident the Government did not con-
template economy in this matter. He com-
pared the salaries allowed under the old Civil
Service Bill with those of the new, and stated
that they went $200 higher in the new.

Mr. Young went for retrenchment in the
several branches of the public service. He
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was surprised to find the member for Mis-
sisquoi making such a speech after the at-
tempts made by that honourable gentleman
towards economy. One night we found him
coming out for retrenchment and low salar-
ies; the next night for reducing the indemnity
of members; and the next for no retrench-
ment at all. This was certainly very inconsist-
ent. He then went on to remark that the
;salary of the Governor-General was larger
than it ought to be, and larger than the
country was able to pay. Expenditure was
increasing every year, and instead of Gov-
ernment attempting to curtail it, they would
not listen to a motion like the present. He
inderstood that the proposed Civil Service
Bill was intended to reduce Departmental
salaries, but in fact it was nothing of the
kind.

Mr. Cartwright said the subject of the
Governor-General's salary had been freely
discussed in Upper Canada; but, whatever
view he might at one time have held in
reference to the amount paid him, he thought
at this present time it would be impolite to
interfere with it. Judging from the salaries
paid to Governors in other British Provinces,
he thought that Canada did not pay more
than a fair share. In view of the large sums
expended by British in fortifications in
Canada, it would be an insult to reduce the
salary of the Queen's representative here. He
would vote against the motion.

Mr. Oliver said in connection with this
question, it should be remembered that a
residence was provided for the Governor-
General. Of course, it was proper that a
fitting residence should be provided. But the
amount expended in Rideau Hall, he thought,
was altogether too large. Adding the sums
expended in 1867 and those estimated for the
present and coming year, they amounted to
no less than $293,000. In view of this and of
the other allowances made to His Excellency,
the expectation of the country that his salary
should be reduced was a reasonable one, and
the country expected that not only the salary
of the Governor-General, but the expenses of
the Government generally should be reduced.
When Confederation was being urged on the
people, it was represented that the expenses
of the Government machinery would be di-
minished. The Government had now the op-
portunity given them of fulfilling the pledge
then given. The hardships that would be
entailed upon the employees by reducing
their salaries had been dwelt upon. But even
greater consideration was due to the hard

iMr. Young (Waterloo South).]

working people whose industry had made the
country what it is, and who were kept in
poverty by the taxes necessary to sustain the
extravagance of Government.

Mr. Pope said he would fix the Governor-
General's salary at less than the figure
proposed by the member for Chateauguay,
and if an opportunity was afforded him, he
would submit a proposition to the House to
reduce it still less. He must oppose the ex-
travagant proposition of the member for
Chateauguay to fix it at $35,000. If $30,000 was
enough, as he (Mr. Pope) thought it was, why
should he vote for $35,000? As to the second
proposition-to reduce the salaries of the em-
ployees by 121 per cent, that was retrench-
ment no doubt, but the question of
efficiency should also be taken into considera-
tion. He would retrench by reducing the
number of employees, by striking off those
that were useless. There was no justice in
taking 121 per cent off all salaries; some
might bear 25 per cent to be taken off. He
wanted a common-sense retrenchment that
would bear scrutiny. It would not be true
retrenchment to take 12A per cent from a
man who was underpaid, and the same 121
per cent from a man who might be justly
deprived of 25 per cent or more.

Hon. Mr. Hunlington said what was "Sauce
for the goose was sauce for the gander," and
what was sound argument the other night
with reference to salaries of employees of this
House, was equally sound with reference to
this motion. The member for Compton was
rather an extremist in retrenchment, but his
position was not logical. He complained that
the member for Chateauguay had not gone
far enough. He would have been more logical
as a supporter of the Government if he had
turned on the Government and complained
that as guardian of the public treasury they
had not anticipated the action of the member
for Chateauguay, and themselves introduced
a measure of retrenchment. The responsibili-
ty properly rested with them. The argument
that there was injustice in an indiscriminate
reduction of 121 per cent, he would reply to
in the words of the Minister of Justice, with
reference to the employees of the
House-that the saie general principle must
be adopted, and that if hardships should
result they could be remedied hereafter. As
for the salary of the Governor, it was out of
proportion to the means of this country. No
more could he see why there should be such
an immense disproportion between the salary
of our Chief Executive officer and those of his
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responsible adviser, who, it was to be as-
sumed, were the men possessing the highest
ability and statesmanship to be found in the
country. He agreed there ought to be a dis-
parity, but not that it should be so vast.

Hon. Mr. Langevin, in French, opposed the
motion.

Hon. Mr. Holon said the Minister of Fi-
nance and the Secretary of State had both
referred to words which were originally in
the motion, but which had been struck out,
and which were in no way before the House.
He begged to give an explanation on this point.
He had inserted a clause to make the reduc-
tion general by applying it to the salaries of
Ministers. But on reflection, he had considered
it better to strike it out lest his motion should
appear to have a party aspect.

Hon. Mr. Connell made some remarks which
were inaudible in the gallery. He was under-
stood to comment on the Civil Service Bill, as
showing the want of a disposition to retrench
on the part of the Government, and to give
his support to Mr. Holton's motion.

Mr. Bellerose, in French, declared himself
an advocate of economy, but said he would
vote against the amendment. He was not
disposed to assist gentlemen opposite who
were the opponents of Confederation to get
possession of the treasury benches.

Sir John A. Macdonald said honourable
members in voting against this motion would
not thereby preclude themselves from voting
on any future occasion, for any of the three
propositions contained in it. It was an ob-
structive and factious motion. The member
for Chateauguay could have brought it for-
ward at any time since the beginning of the
session, but he had postponed it till near the
close of the session in order to bring it
forward to stop the supplies. The way in
which the Governor-General's salary was
struck at, in connection with the pay of the
most insignificant servants of the Govern-
ment, was an insult to the representative of
Her Majesty. The Government were quite
prepared to discuss the question of the
Governor-General's salary when brought up
at the proper time, but they would not be
dragged into a discussion of it when linked
with the salaries of tidewaiters, doorkeepers,
and messengers. If the honourable gentleman
had wanted a fair discussion, he had ample
opportunity of bringing forward each propo-
sition separately long before this. The way in
which he brought it forward prevented fair

discussion. As no amendment was allowable,
honourable members who, like the member
for Compton, thought the Governor's salary
should be less than $35,000, and others who
thought it should be at some point between
$50,000 and $35,000 were prevented from tak-
ing the sense of the House on their respective
views. The honourable gentleman had not
attempted to argue his second proposition to
reduce all salaries by 122 per cent. He had
merely stated that the House had reduced the
salaries of its own employees by that amount,
and that the same rule should be applied to
employees of the Government. That was no
reason at all. He did not know if the honour-
able gentleman supported that reduction as,
regarded employees of the House.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau-He voted against it.

Sir John A. Macdonald-And yet he would
apply that principle of which he disapproved
to the salaries of all employees. That was the
honourable gentleman's morality. A Com-
mittee of this House, after full investigation,
had recommended the reduction. To make a
parallel between the two cases there should
have been a similar investigation into the
salaries of Government employees and a
similar recommendation. The motion was one-
of want of confidence in the Government; for
in effect it stated that the Government could
not be trusted to maintain due economy in
the public service.

Mr. Blake said honourable gentlemen op-
posite, the Minister of Finance and the
Secretary of State, had criticized not only
what was contained in the motion, but what
had been left out of it. This should be a
lesson to honourable members to make fair
copies of their motions. If there was one
thing beyond another to which members had
pledged themselves before their constituents,
it was that they would endeavour to stop the
wasteful extravagance which had hitherto-
characterized the administration of the-
Government. This session had nearly reached
its close without anything in this direction
having been done by Government, and the-
member for Chateauguay had therefore
deemed it his duty to give the House, by this
motion, an opportunity of giving expression
to their views in this matter. The Minister of
Justice said it was disrespectful to the Gov-
ernor-General to couple his salary in this
motion with those of other servants of the
public. If there was anything in that view,
His Excellency should have a separate blue
book and separate estimate for himself, and a
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separate day on which his salary should be
voted. Ministers, when charged with not hav-
ing carried out retrenchment, fell back on
their Civil Service Act, which was now
awaiting its 2nd reading. This however did
not meet the case, for the Bill distinctly
provided that it should not affect the salary
of any clerk or officer now in the employment
of Government. To this day the Government
had not by anything they had done or
proposed to do, got rid of the necessity for
decisive action by this flouse in the direction
of retrenching the expenses of the public
service. Some honourable gentlemen were to
vote against the motion because it did not go
far enough-because they thought the Gov-
ernor's salary should be reduced to $30,000. If
this motion were carried, it would not pre-
vent action hereafter to reduce the salary
below $35,000. It would merely place it at
that point for the present session. He did not
hope for any practical action from those
gentlemen to reduce it to $30,000, and the
effect of the course they were taking would
just be to keep the salary at $50,000. The
country would understand the value of the
pretensions of those gentlemen to economy
when they were found voting against this
motion. Action was what this country wanted,
not profession, and thus with reference to the
salaries of Government officials generally,
which were admitted to be too high. If there
was to be any retrenchment it must be by
practical action like this, and not by leaving
it to general professions on the part of the
Government to economise.

Hon. J. H. Cameron said he opposed the
motion on grounds different from those hith-
erto advanced. He thought the Governor-
General's salary not too high. He thought the
salaries of Government officials should not be
reduced by 121 per cent, and he thought if
they did extra work they should get extra
pay. He opposed the motion on these grounds,
and would not be afraid to justify his course
before his constituents. While his election
was going on, the question of Governor's
salary was repeatedly brought up, and he had
always declared that he was prepared to vote
for keeping it as it is. It was the only
contribution we made to the empire, and its
amount should be commensurate with the
dignity of the officer as representative of Her
Majesty, to whom it was voted. We could not
expect that description of statesmen to be
sent us as Governor who would most worth-
ily represent the Crown, if the honour of the
position was al that was offered. As for the

(Mr. Blake (Durham West).)

reduction of 12J per cent on the salaries of
Government officers, it would be misery to
them, and a small saving in the aggregate to
the public treasury.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau spoke in opposition to
Mr. Holton's motion.

Mr. E. M. McDonald said that it was a most
extraordinary un-British theory the Gov-
ernment had propounded. Were they to be
told that the House had no right to decide on
the items submitted? If so, what was the
House for? Was the whole power to be left in
the hands of the thirteen gentlemen holding
themselves above the control of Parliament?
If so, then the sooner Parliament delegated
its functions to those 13 men the better. Were
members to have the Ministerial rod held
over them, as had been done yesterday and
to-day, so that it was to be threatened that if
they voted against the Government here they
voted against British connection. When it
comes to be the case that the Government are
obliged to hold the whip over the heads of
their own supporters, as had been seen, it
was a bad sign of how affairs were. As for
Government employees, they had higher pay
than they could obtain as teachers or mer-
chants' clerks, who had just as responsible
and as onerous functions to perform. He
knew that there were Government employees
who could give two-thirds of their time to
other business, and get paid for it. This was
wrong. Those who received good full years'
salaries from the Government, owed the
Government their whole time, and should
give it. If, on this question of salaries, the
House here was to be whipped into line by a
ministerial whip, it was time the people knew
how so unwarrantable a departure from
British precedent was defended. This was a
British Legislature he was proud to say, and
he wanted to see British precedents of legis-
lation and good government obtain. The five
or six millions asked for for fortifications
were urged by the Government to be voted
without any regard to the public opinion of
the country.

Mr. Bolton said he was in favour of re-
trenchment, but he could not vote for cutting
down all salaries indiscriminately. In his own
Province the public officers did not receive
salaries equal to those in this part of the
Dominion. But he could not vote for reducing
them.

Mr. Little said the vote he was called up to
give this evening caused him a good deal of
embarassment. There was no man in this
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House he would follow with more confidence
than Sir J. A. Macdonald. A short time ago he
had followed that gentleman in voting for
cutting off 12j per cent from the salaries of
rnembers of this House. Now he was told by
the same gentleman to vote in quite a differ-
ent direction. Whatever respect he might feel
for the Ministry and its leader, he was not
going to eat up his own words, and would
vote for the amendment. (Hear, hear).

Mr. Burpee supported the amendment. He
thought the ministry were to be blamed for
not having taken some action in the direction
of retrenchment. This motion went in that
direction, and he felt he was bound to sup-
port it.

Mr. A. P. McDonald said he was a member
of the Contingencies Committee which had
recommended a reduction of the salaries of
employees of the House. They did so after a
full investigation, but here they were called
on to vote for a reduction of salaries without
any investigation, without any report by a
Committee. He had full confidence in the
Government that they would do full justice
both to the country and to the employees.

Mr. Walsh attacked Mr. Little for deserting
the Government on this question.

Mr. Scaicherd supported the amendment.
He could not see from the Civil Service Bill
that Government proposed to effect any re-
trenchment. The Minister of Finance ex-
pressed himself very desirous of retrench-
ment. He remembered that gentleman's con-
nection with the erection of these buildings,
and had no confidence in his ideas as to
economy.

The house then divided on Mr. Holton's
amendment, which was negatived by 73 to
52, as follows:-

Yeas-Bechard, Blake, Bodwell, Bourassa,
Bowman, Burpee, Cameron (Inverness),
Cheval, Cimon, Coffin, Connel, Coupal, Du-
fresne, Ferris, Forbes, Godin, Holton, Hunt-
ington, Jones, Kierzkowski, Little, McDonald
(Glengarry), McDonald (Antigonish),
McDonald (L u n e n b u r g), Macfarlane,
Mackenzie, McLellan, McMonies, Mills,
Oliver, Paquet, Parker, Pinsonneault, Power,
Pozer, Ray, Redford, Ross (Dundas), Ross
(Prince E d w a r d) , R o s s (Victoria), Rymal,
Savary, Scatcherd, Snider, Stirton, Thomp-
son (Haldimand), Tremblay, Webb, Wells,
White, Whitehead, Young-52.

Nays-Archambeault, Bellerose, Benoit,
Bertrand, Blanchet, Bolton, Bowell, Bown,

Burton, Caldwell, Cameron (Peel), Campbell,
Carling, Caron, Cartier, Cartwright, Casault,
Cayley, Chamberlin, Chauveau, Costigan,
Crawford (Brockville), Crawford (Leeds),
Currier, Desaulnier, Dobbie, Drew, Fortin,
Galt, Gaucher, Gendron, Grant, Gray,
Grover, Howland, Huot, Hurdon, Jackson,
Keeler, Kirkpatrick, Langlois, Lawson,
Macdonald (Sir J. A.), McDonald (Middlesex),
Masson (Soulanges), Masson (Terrebonne),
McCarthy, McDougall, McKeagney, MeMillan,
Morris, Morrison (Niagara), Munroe, Perry,
Pope, Pouliot, Rankin, Renaud, Robitaille,
Rose, Ross (Champlain), Shanly, Simard,
Simpson, Sproat, Stephenson, Tilley, Wallace,
Walsh, Wilson, Wood and Wright-73.

Mr. Kempi said he had paired with Mr.
Lapum.

Mr. Mackenzie made some remarks on the
course which had been pursued by the Pre-
mier in the debate. He had charged gentle-
men on his (Mr. Mackenzie's) side with desir-
ing to embarrass the Government. He de-
nied that this had been the case. They had
given Government the fullest opportunity to
proceed with their measures, and when now
they put on record their views on retrench-
ment, he thought it was unjust to charge
them with a desire to embarrass the Gov-
ernment. Last night, the Ministerial whip had
been cracked by the Minister of Public
Works, and the grand old Tories had been
obliged to crouch under the whip flourished
over their heads by the latest adherent the
Minister of Justice had got from the Reform
ranks. The honourable gentleman (Mr. Wil-
liam McDougall) had no followers of his own;
and therefore he cracked the whip over the
Tortes in a style that had been a matter of so
much complaint on the street and in the
corridors of the House that he had not ven-
tured to repeat it to-night. The members for
Missisquoi and Peel had relieved him (Mr.
McDougall) of that duty, and had appealed to
their party to support the Government. He
believed the motion would not have been
defeated but for that appeal. He (Mr.
Mackenzie) was not sorry that party lines
should be drawn in such a connection. He
and his friends were pleased to be identified
as a party with the cause of retrenchment.

Mr. Chamberlin replied to the member for
Lambton, claiming that the party with which
he was identified was the Union party. Ail
the Anti-Confederates in the House had voted
for the amendment.

May L. 1868



COMMONS DEBATES

Hon. Mr. Holton made some remarks in
reply to the leader of the Government on the
motion for going into Committee on Sup-
ply-the rules of the House had prevented
him from speaking a second time on his own
amendment. He denied that he had sought to
get a vote of want of confidence in the
Government, or to bring about a Ministerial
Crisis. When he made the motion, he meant
business. He wished to get a vote of the
House in support of retrenchment, and as the
Government had not done their duty in that
matter, he (Mr. Holton) had done his. He had
brought up the motion now because if this
session passed over without introducing the
subject of the Governor's salary there was
little prospect of its ever being carried. The
estimable nobleman who now filled the office
was soon to leave us, and next session we
would probably find in the office someone
else, and it would be represented that he had
come out from England on the faith that for
five years he would receive a salary of $50,-
000 per annum, and that without breach of
faith we could not touch it.

Mr. Rymal, in illustration of the vote given
by the member for Norfolk (Mr. Lawson),
read from a speech delivered by that gentle-
man on receiving the nomination as Liberal
candidate for his riding. In that speech,
speaking of the leading members of the
Government he said that he could not believe
the man who had been characterized by reck-
less extravagance in the past, could easily
change to economical views-that it would be

as easy for an Ethiopian to change his colour
at will as any such thing, and that the people,
if they desired economy and retrenchment,
should be very careful as to whom they sent
to Parliament. He (Mr. Rymal) doubted very
much if the member for Norfolk had exer-
cised that care and caution which he had
recommended to them. (Hear, hear).

The House then went into Committee of
Supply, Mr. Gray in the Chair.

The item before the Committee being aid to,
the Nova Scotia railway.

Mr. E. M. McDonald referred to some re-
turns which had been brought down, showing
that immediately before Confederation the
salaries of officials on that road had been
raised by about $40,000. This was done, he
believed, to influence the elections. He
thought a strict inquiry should be made into
this matter.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said this Government
was not responsible, as the increase had been
made before they came into office. What were
the motives which had led to the increase he
could not say. He had been informed, how-
ever, that the salaries had been very low. He
believed the increase had not been so great as
the member for Lunenburg had stated.

The item was agreed to.

The Committee then rose and reported
progress, and the House adjourned at half-
past two o'clock.
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Monday, May 4, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

Hon. J. H. Cameron moved the reception of
a petition from Thomas Rigney, praying for
the settlement of an old claim for payments
and services in connection with obtaining the
Reciprocity Treaty.

Hon. Messrs. Gray and Johnson opposed
the reception of the petition on the ground
that it referred to a claim with which the
Bouse of Commons of the Dominion had
nothing to do.

Mr. Mackenzie also opposed its reception,
and read from May's Parliamentary Practice
to show that the House should refuse to
receive money petitions, and that the only
way in which claims for money could be
dealt with was by memorializing the Gov-
ernment and their recommending the House
to make the grant.

Hon. J. H. Cameron replied. He said precise-
ly the same rule as was now appealed to
existed under the old Parliament of Canada;
and yet it had been the constant practice to
receive such petitions. He had himself pre-
sented a money petition from certain clergy-
men of the Church of England. It was object-
ed that the petition could not be received, but
the objection was overruled and the petition
was received. He afterwards moved its refer-
ence to a Committee, and on the Committee
reporting favourably, the Government acted
on their report and recommended a grant.
That was the practice under the same rules
and the same state of law as now existed, and
the only question was whether a new practice
should now be established.

Hon. Mr. Holton said the old practice was
an evasion of the law. He hoped a new
practice would be established in conformity
with the law.

Hon. Mr. Rose expressed himself in favour
of the practice of the English Parliament
being adopted. As the matter was one,
however, of considerable importance, he
would suggest that the question be allowed to
stand over till to-morrow.

Mr. Mackenzie saw no objection to post-
poning the question if Government were
clear that the ruling should be in accordance
with the actual state of the law.

Sir G. E. Cartier said that the Speaker,
before giving his decision, was entitled to an
expression of opinion on the part of mem-
bers. The Government, as a Government, had
not considered the question, and the Speaker,
he thought, would be entitled to their views
on it, which would be given to-morrow.

The decision was postponed.

NEW LIGHT HOUSES RECOMMENDED

Mr. Fortin presented a report from the
Fisheries Committee recommending the erec-
tion of fifteen new light house and beacon
lights in lower ports and lakes, and insisting
on such lights at Bird Rock in the Gulf of St.
Lawrence, and Red Island Reef in the St.
Lawrence; also the establishment of a new
system of fog-horns, bells, guns, and other
apparatus for fog or storm; also a drawback
of duty on cordage, canvas and chains when
imported for fishing purposes.

HEMLOCK TIMBER

Mr. Pope presented a report from the
Special Committee on hemlock timber. The
Committee reported that they felt it their
duty to urge on the Government that an
export duty of one dollar a cord be imposed
on hemlock bark to prevent the wholesale
destruction of our timber forests now going
on.

MONTREAL EAST ELECTION

Mr. Blake presented the final report of the
Montreal East Election Committee. The
Committee found-first, that the sitting mem-
ber, Sir G. E. Cartier, was duly elected;
second, that the petition of Mederic Lanctot
against the election was frivolous and vexa-
tious; third, that the petition of the sitting
member was not frivolous nor vexatious.

EPISCOPALIAN CHURCH

Hon. J. H. Cameron introduced a Bill to
permit the Bishops' clergy and laity of the
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United Church of England and Ireland in the
Provinces of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia
to be represented in the Provincial Synod of
said Church in Canada, and moved that said
Bill be read a second time on Thursday.

Hon. Mr. Hollon objected that it was a
private Bill, which should have been intro-
duced on petition, and should proceed as a
private Bill. He said we had no Church in the
Dominion established by law. The Bill con-
cerns only a particular denornination, al-
though a highly respectable denomination of
Christians, and must be treated as a private
Bill.

Hon. J. H. Cameron said the Synod Bill,
which was similar to this, had been treated in
the old part of Canada as a public Bill.

Mr. Mackenzie said that a Bill introduced
in 1865 by the member for Welland for the
sale of the rectories had been ruled out, on
the ground of its being a private Bill. This
was clearly more a private Bill than the
Rectory Bill, because the latter involved the
disposal of what was considered in some
sense to be public property. But this Bill had
no connection with any public interest, and
must necessarily be treated as a private Bill.

Hon. J. H. Cameron said the Rectories Bill,
after it had reached a third reading, was
objected to, on the ground of its being a
public Bill, and was thrown out on that
account. Next session it was introduced, on
petition, and was carried through as a private
Bill. The Synod Act, however, was not
brought in on petition. It was introduced and
carried as a public Act.

Hon. Mr. Holton said as the point of order
was not raised against the Synod Bill, its
being carried as a public Bill formed no
precedent. He would suggest that to allow the
matter to be fairly considered, the motion
should stand.

Hon. J. H. Cameron agreed to let the mo-
tion stand, which he did the more readily as
he did not intend to have the Bill carried this
session. He wished to have it printed and
distributed through the Lower Provinces
before asking the House to pass it next ses-
sion. If the Speaker should rule this to be a
private Bill, he would withdraw it, and have
it reintroduced on petition.

The motion was allowed to stand.

COPYRIGHTS

Hon. Mr. McDougall introduced a Bill re-
specting Copyrights.

[Mr. Cameron (Peel).]

NOVA SCOTIA BANKS

Mr. Savary introduced a Bill respecting
Banks in the Province of Nova Scotia.

MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY

Mr. Rymal introduced a Bill to amend the
Act incorporating the Canada West Farmers'
Mutual Stock Insurance Company.

A QUESTION OF PAIRING

Hon. Mr. Dunkin (before the orders of the
day were called) stated that on Friday night
he had paired with Mr. Gaudet on Mr. Hol-
ton's motion, but in the division Mr. Gaudet's
name had been taken down in error.

The error was ordered to be corrected.

MERCHANTS' BANK OF CANADA

On motion of Hon. Mr. Hollon, in the
absence of Mr. Abbott, the Bill to confirm the
amalgamation of the Commercial Bank of
Canada and the Merchants' Bank was read a
third time and passed.

RECIPROCITY TREATY

In reply to Mr. Webb,
Sir J. A. Macdonald stated that since the

House of Commons was in session last Fall
the Government had had no communication
with the Government of the United States
respecting the renewal of the Reciprocity
Treaty.

WILLIAMSBURG CANAL

In reply to Mr. Ross (Dundas),
Hon. Mr. McDougall said it was the inten-

tion of the Government to make some im-
provements on the Williamsburg Canal, the
effect of which, he was told, would be to
increase the water supply.

Mr. Jones (Grenville), seconded by Mr.
Scatcherd, moved a "resolution declaring it
for the interest of the Dominion that the
number of His Excellency's advisers to whose
offices salaries be attached should not at any
time exceed nine," and in doing so said he
had felt that some one better able to do the
subject justice, and to move in the matter
with greater effect, should have done so; but
as none such had appeared he could not allow
the Session to pass without at least raising
his voice against the extravagance which
seemed to be the order of the day. The time
of inaugurating a new system was the most
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favourable for the introduction of econorny.
The Hon. Minister of Justice had said that
even if we commenced on a cheap scale
extravagance would creep in; but it must be
much more alarming if the Government con-
tinued to organize departments, with the ex-
traordinary expenses which they necessarily
entailed. Two gentlemen from New Bruns-
wick might be necessary to represent that
Province in the Cabinet, and the same from
Nova Scotia, and his resolution did not
confine the number to that or even double
that. It only provided that those to whom
salaries should be paid should be limited to
nine. When Confederation was carried the
impression had gone abroad that the expenses
of the General Government-all local matters
being delegated to the Provincial Govern-
ments-would not be so great as in the old
Province of Canada, but no one could look at
the great increase in the public accounts since
that event without alarm. The estimates were
ingeniously got up. The salaries did not ap-
pear to be so greatly augmented; but the
contingencies attached to the Departments
were something enormous, and it was prepos-
terous that 100 more employees should be
made a charge upon this Dominion than were
employed at Washington. The idea that the
wisdom of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia
in the Cabinet was necessary to represent the
people of those Provinces was falsified by the
fact that with their advice, the legislation of
the early part of the Session had only pro-
duced discord in the one and partially alien-
ated the others. The Stamp Act, the tariff
and the tax on newspapers had been utterly
repudiated by the people of those Provinces,
who were supposed to be represented in the
Cabinet, while the entiré change of policy on
the part of the Government during this part
of the Session had gone far to alienate the
people of Ontario, and it would not be sur-
prising to see them follow the lead of the
member for Lambton and join the iiembers
from the Maritime Provinces in Oppusition.
The same argument would apply to New
Brunswick. The honourable and gallant
knight at the head of the Government nad,
by way of illustration, referred to the action
of two eminent English statesmen, Sir James
Graham and Sir Charles Wood. He could not
imagine how such an analogy could be drawn
from such a direction, as would answer the
purpose of the Govermnent. For example, the
honourable Finance Minister could scarcely
plead that he needed any assistance to enable
him to conduct control of a navy, a failure

sufficient to invalidate his argument, and
show that his cases were not parallel. The
facts of English precedent were simply these:
It had been found that there were two impor-
tant Boards which were not responsible ei-
ther to the Ministry or to Parliament, the
Navy Board and the Indian Board, and it had
been rightly judged that it was necessary to
make them responsible. Here we had no
Departments, not strictly responsible to the
Ministry and the people, and the multiplica-
tion of offices had effected no object similarly
called for. The head of the Customs is no
more responsible than the Finance Minister,
and it is to the House that the Minister for
Inland Revenue also is responsible, not to the
Finance Minister. But the Admiralty Board
was responsible to the head of the Board, so
that here the attempted analogy failed. There
had, however, been one most important refor-
mation introduced by Sir James Graham
which was worthy of all imitation. He had
effected such a reduction of salaried officers,
(of 37 superior and 25 inferior officers; of 5
Commissioners, 3 Secretaries, and 54 Clerks)
as resulted in a saving of 19,000 pounds. This
was a part of his administration to which the
honourable and gallant knight had not chosen
to allude, but it was one which was most
important to the country at large. He had,
however, made other allusion to Sir Charles
Wood, Secretary for Indian Affairs. He (Mr.
Jones) would ask any honourable member to
say what analogy existed between the
Secretary for India and our Finance Minister.
The Secretary for India was not merely the
head of a Department, he was the head of a
great Empire: an Empire of 135,000,000 of
population held by half the whole British
army, by a standing force of 71,000 men. If
the whole of the United States were to be
joined to Canada, and the aggregate then
multiplied by four, then indeed between the
Governor-General, and the Secretary for
India some comparison might lie, but the
duties of His Excellency would require to be
at least five times as great as they were at
present before it could be fairly instituted.
There was, however, one remark of the
honourable knight, which was worthy of at-
tention, and might be regarded as the only
practical one really touching upon the ques-
tion. It had been thrown out by way of
encouragement to the leaders of the Oppo-
sition, and was of such encouragement that
he scarcely expected their support upon the
present motion. The honourable gentleman
had told leading members opposite him, that
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if they were to be blessed with a continuance
of good health, (and he might indeed have
added with long life, for a long time would
apparently be necessary for such a result),
they might expect to hold office themselves,
and that with this consideration they could
not wisely consider it advisable to touch the
Departmental arrangements by which they
would one day find themselves relieved from
all small business of detail. He might be
permitted to suggest that if Ministers were
not to be expected to familiarize themselves
with points of detail, and to give information
11pon them when asked for it, it would be
well to form a Board of Clerks, perhaps one
Board of Minor and one of Major Clerks, to
whom reference might be made upon subjects
of greater or lesser importance. The Minister
of Militia had pursued a different argument,
and he must agree that if he (Sir George)
could not make a question clear, it must be
from the weakness of his position, and from
no fault of his own, whose industry and
capability were exhaustive. The Minister of
Militia had told him that in perfecting the
departmental arrangements the territorial
element must necessarily be taken into con-
sideration. If so, it had not been observed
closely. Two members of the Cabinet had
been taken from Montreal, while there was
not one to represent the eastern townships.
Quebec had furnished one, but from between
Quebec and Montreal there had not been any.
It was the same in Ontario. In the little town
of Kingston, a city he believed, but certainly
a very small one, there were to be found two,
and in Toronto one, but in the whole Ottawa
district and through the whole western penin-
sula and the Georgian Bay district, the most
productive section of the West, there had not
been one Cabinet Minister selected. Then it
had been urged that the element of national-
ity must be regarded, and he (Mr. Jones)
might say that he would never like to see any
Cabinet where the French population were
unrepresented. They were the worthy de-
scendants of a noble race. Nor, he might add,
would he wish to see the Minister of Militia
occupying any lesser place. But there was
more than one very important nationality
overlooked altogether. England and Wales
had no Cabinet representation, while the
smallest of the component sections of the
United Kingdom had no less than four. The
Irish element was similarly disregarded. That
element numbered 600,000, or nearly hall the
population of Ontario. How was it that the
principle maintained in Quebec had been

[(Mr. Jones (Leeds & Grenville).]

abandoned in Ontario? Was it that the Irish
element possessed no members worthy of
such position, or was it by accident. By the
latter perhaps, but, if so, by an accident
regularly recurring when a particular person
was at the head of the Government.
(Laughter). Coincidences of so constant a char-
acter acquired the dignity of natural laws.
(Laughter.) He had, however, hoped that
from the Dominion Government we should
have heard less of national distinctions. We
had hitherto been always necessarily a heter-
ogeneous people, but he had hoped that we
might have now at least begun to assume
homogeneous character. Referring to the great
increasing expenses of the Government he
went on to compare the out-lays of recent
years. The civil list of 1851 had amounted to
$132,412, and that of 1867 to $375,179, while
in 1868 it had come up to $605,169, and for
1869 was to be swelled to $651,366, showing
since '67 an increase of $188,269, entirely
independent of the large subsidies to Quebec
and Ontario. What was to be the goal of such
a progress? The cost of governing three and a
half millions of people amounted to more
than the whole expenses of the Government
at Washington. It might be said that we
should not look to Washington for examples,
but he considered that we were right to look
in any direction where economic Government
was being carried on. Then in the Militia
Department we had an increase of 1868 over
1867 expenditure of $18,045, and on this point
he could assure honourable gentlemen oppo-
site that much dissatisfaction prevailed ir
Ontario. Volunteers were willing and were
able to do all the duty, but they were badly
paid, and large sums which should properly
go to them had been used in the maintenance
of a useless staff at Ottawa. Then again in the
Finance Department, there was greatly in-
creasing expenditure (Hon. Mr. Holton. Hear,
hear.) $59,091 in 1867, had been swelled to
$75,012 in 1868, an excess of $15,921; that
would be bad enough in itself, but contingen-
cies had to be considered in addition, and
indeed, he thought the Government might as
fairly and more conveniently propose every
contemplated increase under one lump con-
tingent sum. These with customs $41,622, and
Inland Revenue $25,000, made a total increase
of $93,000 in the Finance administration.
Then the Secretary of State, including $25,000
for contingencies, absorbed $60,809. The
honourable member went on to refer more
particularly to the Ordnance Lands and In-
dian Branch of the Department, and after
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some explanation from Hon. Mr. Langevin,
maintained that their charges showed, as a
matter of fact upon the estimates, an increase
of $4,641. He then proceeded to show the
amount of saving to be expected by the
abolition of four departments, and though for
convenience of calculation, he would in-
dividualise these, he would not be understood
as suggesting to the Government which might
be most profitably dispensed with. However
taken the following pro forma. The abolition
of Customs would give $64,622; of Inland
Revenue $49,486; of Secretary of State $60,-
089; and of Public Works $63,611, making a
total saving of $237,806. He might fairly in-
clude the latter, for, while not desirous to
reflect upon its present head, he must say
that if there had been one department more
injurious to the country than another it had
been that of Public Works. Every work with
which they ever had to do had been a total
failure. They were just competent to Initiate,
but never to complete. In every case it had
been necessary to call in arbitration. The
Grand Trunk Railway had been constructed
under the supervision of the Government,
and every difficulty under which it had been
since found to labour had been the result of
its defects of construction. Ignoring the two
most important railway considerations,
straightness and evenness of grade, the engi-
neers, of whom one was the Department's,
prolonged the line for which they were payed
per mile by running round every obstacle
they encountered, till the road ran altogether
in Horgarth's line of beauty, while the gradi-
ents of Government supervision were so steep
as to make it necessary for engine drivers to
back up one hill to gain momentum to carry
them forward on the next. The department
was also responsible for the Chats Canal, the
most extraordinary work of any country, a
mere hole in a rock without outlet or inlet,
out of the line of the Ottawa Ship Canal, and
the cost of which might as profitably have
been sunk in the St. Lawrence. The Houses of
Parliament, also constructed under Board of
Works supervision, and the cost of which had
been estimated at $678,000 had involved an
outlay of close upon $3,000,000, the contrac-
tors having been paid $48,000 in excess, and
arbitration having amounted to $30,000. The
Public Works Department had therefore, he
contended, squandered more money, and ex-
hibited more incompetence than any other. In
conclusion, the honourable member would not
go on at any greater length to enlarge upon
his subject, but would appeal to honourable

99038-40

members to say whether it were possible for
the country to maintain such a rate of expend-
iture much longer. He did not bring his
motion with any desire to displace Ministers;
it was the system not the administrators that
he objected to, and if there were to be 13
offices maintained, would as soon see them
filled as at present as by any gentlemen from
his own side. He believed, however, that
seven or even five might be made sufficient,
but allowing as many as nine, had so indicat-
ed the means of saving to the public Treasury
$237,800 yearly. In the time he had occupied,
he had endeavoured to touch as many points
as he could pertinent to the object he had in
view, which was in the interests of the coun-
try; and thanking the House for the amiable
manner in which they had listened to him, he
took his seat.

Amid cries of "question," "divide," etc., the
Speaker declared the resolution lost on a
division.

CLAIMS FOR LAND USED
FOR DEFENCE

Mr. Blanchet moved an address for a state-
ment of claims submitted for the decision of
the Provincial arbitrators of the former
Province of Canada, consequent upon the
appropriation of land required for military
defence in the county of Levis. In moving
for the address the honourable gentleman
said that in his part of the country publie
opinion was strongly in favour of the right of
appeal from the decision of the arbitrators.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said that as the Act
previously stood, the right of appeal from the
decision of the Provincial arbitrators to the
ordinary courts of law had been limited to
the Province of Quebec. In the United States,
the decision of the arbitrators was final. He
thought that the experience of the various
Governments of this country in dealing with
questions of this kind that came before the
Provincial arbitrators, showed that it was not
in the public interest that appeals in that
class of cases should be permitted. Take for
instance the case of the Beauharnois canal.
Various claims had been made by owners of
property along its route for damages to their
premises, and in one case where the decision
of the arbitrators had been appealed against,
a judgment had been obtained against the
Province for a large sum, something like
$50,000. The opinion of the public officers and
of those who were not interested in the case
was that the parties in whose favour the
judgment had been recorded were not justly
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entitled to it, but succeeded, because owing to
the length of time which had elapsed, or in
some other way the department could not
produce the necessary evidence. It seemed to
him that the system at present, which made
the arbitration final, was the best one in the
interest of the public. It offered security and
justice in the class of cases likely to come
before it. The only result of allowing further
appeals would be to delay decisions on ques-
tions until the evidence had been lost. So far
as his experience went, and he had had some
experience as a Provincial arbitrator, he
found that nine out of ten of those old cases
which had been revived and brought before
the Courts of Law had no merit in them, and
the public had, on more than one occasion, to
pay large sums to persons who were not
really entitled to the money. As to the motion
for the return asked for, Government had no
objection to it.

Mr. Mackenzie quite concurred in the re-
marks of the Minister of Public Works on
this subject. The abuses consequent on the
location of public works had been so exten-
sive that attention had been frequently
drawn to them, and it was quite clear that
every possible check should be applied to
such practices. He was astonished at the
statement that $50,000 had been paid on one
of these claims, and said it was questionable
whether the Government ought not to have
carried the matter to a still higher tribunal.
They had been constantly paying for damages
claimed by persons living along the line of
the Beauharnois Canal; so much so, indeed,
that already it was said that fifty times the
actual value of the land through which the
Canal ran had been paid.

Mr. Kirkpatrick, as a member of the old
Provincial Board of Arbitrators, said they
had given no decision in the case of the
Beauharnois Canal.

Mr. Blanchet in reply instanced a case of
great hardship, and said that the people in
his part of the country were strongly in
favour of the right of appeal to juries, as was
the case in France and England. Even if the
Government should lose 100,000 pounds, it
was better so than that a private person
should be wronged out of a single cent.
(Laughter). At any rate he expected the pres-
ent Government to be more reasonable than
gentlemen opposite had been when they were
in power.

Hon. Mr. Holton thought that in the pecul-
iar sense meant the honourable gentleman

[Mr. McDougall (Lanark North).1

would find the Government exceedingly rea-
sonable. In the case of hardship spoken of,
the person probably tried to speculate on the
necessities of the Government, by purchasing
land he knew they must have. He had known
such cases.

Hon. Mr. Johnson said juries invariably
gave decisions against governments and cor-
porations, whether right or wrong.

After a brief reply from the mover in
explanation, the motion was carried.

It being six o'clock the Speaker left the
Chair.

After the recess,

Hon. Mr. Holton moved for an address
praying His Excellency to withhold his sanc-
tion from the Bill to incorporate the St.
Lewis Hydraulic Company, passed by the
Legislature of Quebec. The honourable gen-
tleman explained that his object was to draw
the attention of the Government to a matter
of very considerable importance. He knew
the difficulty of drawing the line closely be-
tween the jurisdiction of the local and gen-
eral Legislatures, and therefore was anxious to
hear an expression of opinion from the
Government on a matter of this importance.
The motion he was about to place in the
hands of the Speaker related to an Act which
had failed to receive the sanction of the
Lieutenant-Governor, and concerning which
the fair inference was that the Government
of the Province of Quebec had great doubts
as to the propriety of allowing the Bill to
become law. He thought he might even be
justified in the further inference that the
Government had occasioned it an improper
Bill to pass. His only object was to cal the
attention of the Government to the matter,
and obtain from them an expression of opin-
ion on the subject.

Hon. Mr. Johnson dreaded a conflict be-
tween the Local and General Legislatures on
these matters.

Hon. Mr. Gali said that they could not
possibly act in this matter without having the
Bill before them.

Mr. Shanly trusted the address would be
granted.

Sir John A. Macdonald was glad his honour-
able friend had brought this matter up, as
the subj ect was one of great importance. This
was a measure which affected one of the
greatest properties they had-the River St.
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Lawrence. It was therefore a subject on
which the Government were justified in not
acting hastily. It was obvious that this was of
a class of motion which ought not to be
encouraged. It ought only to be moved and
approved of by Parliament where a strong
case had been made out. In such a matter it
devolved on the general government to see
first whether the local government had acted
in excess of its jurisdictions; secondly, if the
matter were within the local jurisdiction,
whether it involved anything so much at
variance with the great interests of the Do-
minion that the advisers of His Excellency
would assume the responsibility of refusing
the Royal assent. It was highly inadvisable
that the action of the Local Parliaments
should be supervised or checked by the
General Government. (Hear, hear). The only
two cases in which such interference would
be justifiable were in the first place where in
the opinion of the Responsible advisers of His
Excellency, there was an excess of jurisdic-
tion. Then if the General Government think
so they are bound to say so, and disavow the
measure. Secondly, if a case should arise
where, though the jurisdiction were undoubt-
ed, the effect of the legislation would be
monstrously prejudicial to the Dominion as a
whole, or contrary to the first principles of
legislation. (Hear). In every way possible it
was well to discourage interference with the
Local Parliaments.

Mr. Blake was very glad to hear the state-
ments of the leader of the Government on this
question of jurisdiction. He quite agreed with
the honourable gentleman that to render the
interference of the General Legislature jus-
tifiable, the case must be an extreme one.

Hon. Mr. Holton having obtained that
which he sought in moving this motion, with-
drew it, with the consent of the House.

C.B. AND K.C.B.

Hon. Mr. Holion moved that the answer of
the Secretary of State to an inquiry respect-
ing the incompleteness of the return to
an address of the house for copies of corre-
spondence in reference to the honours con-
ferred by Her Majesty on certain members of
this House be entered in the Journals.

Sir G. E. Cartier presumed that the mover
of the motion was aware that there was no
precedent for such a proceeding. If the
Government were to consent to such a mo-
tion, all sorts of things might by-and-by
come to be inserted in the Journals of the
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House, and it would not be correct to allow
such a practice to creep in. The Government
would not sanction such a proceeding.

Hon. Mr. Holton was aware that it would
not be convenient that ordinary answers to
ordinary questions should be inserted in the
Journals of the House, but this matter hardly
came within that category. Of course, if the
Government resisted the matter they would
get a majority, and he did not, therefore,
think of dividing the House on the matter.

Lost on a division.

THE NEW MEMBER FOR MONTREAL
WEST

Mr. P. M. Ryan the newly elected member
for Montreal West, was introduced by Sir G.
E. Cartier and Mr. Workman, and took his
seat.

EXTRA PAY TO EMPLOYEES

Mr. Wallace moved an address for return
of employees receîving annual salaries who
are paid for extra or other services. Carried.

ST. PETER'S CANAL, CAPE BRETON

Mr. E. M. McDonald, in the absence of Mr.
Croke, moved an address for copies of re-
ports, etc., relating to the St. Peter's Canal,
Cape Breton. Carried.

PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS

Mr. Mackenzie moved an address for a
statement showing the particular items of
work on the Parliament Buildings, paid for at
schedule rates, and those paid for without
application of schedule rates. Carried.

Mr. Mackenzie moved an address for cop-
ies of contracts entered into with Robert H.
McGreevy, for work on the Public Buildings
at Ottawa. Carried.

ROAD TO RED RIVER

Hon. Mr. Carling moved for reports by
surveyors or other officers employed to con-
struct roads and other works, for the purpose
of opening communication between the head
of Lake Superior and Red River. Carried.

ABDUCTION OF ALLAN MACDONALD

Mr. Mackenzie. on his motion being called
to refer the returns to an address for papers
relative to the forcible abduction of Allan
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Macdonald to a Special Committee, asked if
there had been any further correspondence on
this subject, and if Government were pre-
pared to bring it down.

Sir John A. Macdonald said there had been
further correspondence, and he supposed
there would be no objection to bringing it
down. He would give a positive answer as to
this to-morrow. He might state, however, that
the British Government had communicated
with the Ambassador at Washington, and
instructed him not to act in such cases with-
out previous reference to the Governor-
General of Canada. (Hear, hear).

Mr. Mackenzie said he had attained the
object which he had proposed by this motion.
His object was to bring on a short debate,
with a view to ensuring that we might not
again be placed in the position in which we
had been placed by the recent action of the
British Ambassador at Washington. As the
British Government had taken precisely the
same view of the case as our own Govern-
ment had done, it would not serve any good
end to discuss the matter further now.

The motion was then dropped.

THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL'S SALARY

Mr. Oliver moved for Committee of the
Whole for Friday next to consider a resolu-
tion declaring it expedient to alter the provi-
sion made under 105th Sec. British North
American Act, 1867, and to fix the salary of
His Excellency, the Governor-General at
$35,000 per annum.

Mr. Dufresne moved, in amendment, to
strike out $35,000 and insert $30,000.

Mr. Oliver said he had put in the sum of
$35,000 in order to meet the views of gentle-
men on both sides of the House.

Mr. Masson (Soulanges) said he would vote
for the amendment of the member for
Montcalm; but he wished to ask the Gov-
ernment whether it was true that orders had
been given to fit up Spencer Wood for His
Excellency, and whether we were to furnish
and keep two residences for the Governor-
General.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the honourable
gentleman should have waited for an answer
to his question before announcing his inten-
tion to vote for the amendment of the
member for Montcalm. It was not the present
intention of the Government to furnish two

[Mr. Mackenzie (Lambton).]

residences for the Governor-General. The
Government would make him one good resi-
dence.

Mr. Masson-Then what we have read in
the publie papers is false?

Sir John A. Macdonald said the first he had
heard of the statement referred to by the
member for Soulanges was his reading it in a
newspaper to-day. With respect to this mo-
tion by his honourable friend opposite, and
the motion in amendment, he must say he
regretted exceedingly that this question had
been brought up. He thought it would have
shown a wise discretion to have left it as
affixed in the British North American Act. It
would have been more for the credit of
Canada to have done so. Formerly, the
Sovereign paid the salaries of Colonial
Governors out of Crown revenue of the colo-
nies belonging to the sovereign. When these
revenues were given up to Canada, it was on
condition that the Colony should pay the
Governor's salary, and this not by an annual
vote, but by a permanent enactment. In
1841, Canada, which had then a much smaller
population than now, fixed the salary in ac-
cordance with the Union Act at 7,777 pounds
currency. Looking at the large increase to her
population which had since taken place, and
the present and prospective addition of other
Provinces to the old Province of Canada, he
did not think $50,000 was too much. It should
be remembered that this salary was the only
return the people of Canada gave for all that
England did for this country. If we took the
course now proposed, it would be felt in
England that we were not acting fairly, just-
ly, or generously, and that we were not
realizing the position in which England had
placed us. So long ago as 1851, the then
Colonial Secretary, Earl Grey, urged that the
salary of 7,000 pounds sterling was not suffi-
cient to afford a temptation to any of those
who had taken a leading part in public affairs
at home to abandon his position there in
order to accept this office. A public man in
England sacrificed a great deal when he
became a Colonial Governor. He knew that
when he returned after five years, he would
be in a great measure forgotten, and the
avenues to further preferment in a manner
closed against him. Lord Elgin came here
chiefly because he was not a wealthy man,
and the abilities he afterwards displayed had
not then been developed. On his return to
England, in consequence of his connection
with certain public men, he was elevated to a
much higher position for which he proved

May 4, 1868



COMMONS DEBATES

himself fully qualified. Having referred to
Cathcart, Bagot and Metcalfe, he said that Sir
Edmund Head, after having filled subordinate
Government positions in England, was ap-
pointed Lieut.-Governor of New Brunswick,
and from that position, much to his own
surprise and that of the people of Canada,
was raised to be Governor-General of
Canada. No one from his antecedents, or the
weight he possessed in England, could have
anticipated such a thing. The present holder
of the office was entitled to every respect. He
had not, however, in England held a position
which it might be thought a man should have
held who was qualified to be the Governor-
General of Canada. He then proceeded to
state the salaries paid to a number of other
Colonial Governments, to show that, in pro-
portion to the population and importance of
those colonies, they were generally greater
than here. In Mauritius, with a population of
1,183,000, there was a salary equal to that
paid to the Governor-General of Canada. In
new South Wales, the salary was 7,000
pounds sterling. In Victoria, Australia, with a
population of 550,000, the salary was 10,000
pounds sterling.

Hon. Mr. Hollon inquired whether the
clause in the Union Act, with reference to the
Governor's salary, was the work of our own
delegates, or was inserted there in compliance
with the expressed desire of the British
Government. If it was the work of our own
delegates, our own representatives, we were
as free to change that provision of Union Act
as we were to change the provisions of any
Act of our Parliament; but if it was inserted
at the desire of the British Government,
formally expressed, then he thought we were
bound to respect that desire and to carry it
out, even thougli the amount should be
$100,000 instead of $50,000.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said he thought then
the honourable member for Chateauguay
should recommend his honourable friend
from Oxford to withdraw his motion. It was
true there had been no formal statement of a
desire on this point on the part of the British
Government, but it was equally true that this
clause, as every other clause, was the subject
of conference and agreement between the
Imperial Government and the Colonial
Delegates. They had met day by day at the
office of the Colonial Minister. Clause by
clause was read and there was a continual
interchange of opinion between the delegates
and the Government as to every one of these
clauses. He did not say that the Imperial

Government recommended this sum, but he
did say that this clause with the other clauses
was submitted to the Imperial Government,
and that they accepted it at the hands of the
delegates alter full conference. The clause
now in the Bill must be considered as the
deliberate arrangement between the Imperial
Government and the representatives of the
several colonies; and although he could not
say so as a matter of fact, yet he was as
satisfied of it as that he was here, that if the
delegates had proposed to fix the salary at
7,000 pounds sterling this would have been
strongly objected to by the British Govern-
ment.

Hon. Mr. Johnson said he did not wish a
shred of the Union Act altered, and therefore
he should vote against any reduction of the
Governor's salary. He could not, however,
acquiesce in the Tory doctrine laid down by
the Premier when he spoke of the Crown
revenue. These no doubt had belonged to the
Crown, but they had to be administered in
accordance with the advice of responsible
ministers. He (Mr. Johnson) held that these
revenues belonged to the people. The people
held the purse strings and they must be
administered by the Crown according to the
advice of ministers responsible to the people.
In the conference he had gone for 8,000
pounds, but was overruled, and the compact
having been made, he did not wish it to be
broken in any particulars.

Dr. Parker said that if the salary were
allowed to remain at its present rate, as
advocated by the Minister of Justice, hereaft-
er it would be held that Parliament thought
the present the fitting remuneration. As to
reducing it hereafter, that would be found
next to impossible. If it were to be reduced, it
must be now or never. He did not agree with
the Minister of Justice that the question was
merely one of money-that all they had to do
was to go into the English market and buy a
Governor of the capacity we desired-that in
proportion as a better or worse price were
paid, would a better or worse representative
be had. There was one point which could not
be lost sight of, and that was that the wishes
and interests of the people ought to be con-
sidered. Looking at the resources and future
of the country, he maintained that the salary
of $50,000 was altogether too high. It certain-
ly was one not regarded as satisfactory by
the people.

Hon. J. H. Cameron could not agree with
the honourable gentleman. He (Mr. Cameron)

May 4, 1868



COMMONS DEBATES

elt it was not so much that the salary of the
Governor-General should be eut down as that
the miserable pittance allowed to the Lieu-
tenant-Governors should be increased. Would
it not be a breach of faith, after the agree-
ment entered into with the delegates in the
first session of Parliament, to eut down a
salary fixed in the Union Act? Considering all
the circumstances of the Dominion, he did
not think it could be said that the salary of
the Governor-General was too high; and it
was, he believed, unwise and inexpedient to
deal with this matter in the manner proposed.
He hoped, therefore, that the motion before
the House would be withdrawn,

Mr. Blake said that as they had the power
to make this change, he did not see why they
should be told that they should not exercise
that right. The Act itself furnished a strong
indication that this sum was merely a tempo-
rary and not a fixed sum. As had been
remarked, that sum of $50,000 did not com-
prehend all the pecuniary advantages of that
position. The fact was that even cutting it
down as was proposed, it would still with
contingencies reach the handsome sum of
$50,000. Although perfectly agreed as to the
importance of not paring down the salary too
closely, yet he was bound to say it was not
the question of a few additional thousand
dollars which should induce a statesman to
accept the position of Governor-General, but
it was the career and position it opened up
that should determine the choice of such an
important office. Looking at the present finan-
cial conditions and prospects of the Dominion
he thought the member for Oxford had done
his duty in bringing forward the motion, and
it would obtain his (Mr. Blake's) support.

Hon. Mr. Rose said that in view of the fact
that this sum was embodied in the Imperial
Act, it would be, to say the least of it, an
ungraceful act for them at this their first
session to eut down the salary of the only
imperial officer they had to deal with, and he
could not see that any valid reason for the
reduction had been advanced.

Hon. Mr. Gray strongly opposed the sudden
alteration of the Union Act here proposed. It
had not yet had a twelve months' trial, and
honourable gentlemen sought to change it.
Such a course could not but have a prejudi-
cial effect on the English mind, and was not
worthy of the Dominion. At all events give
the present arrangement a trial of a few
years, and then if it were not found to work
well let it be reduced. Such gentlemen as the

[Mr. Cameron (Peel).]

Governor were ail representative men, called
on to dispense the hospitality and maintain
the honour and dignity of their positions, and
therefore men who should be remunerated in
no grudging spirit. He (Mr. Gray) hoped the
motion would be withdrawn.

Mr. Bodwell hoped his honourable friend
from North Oxford would not consent to
withdraw the motion. Now-a-days the great
argument was-do not give offence to Eng-
land. Honourable gentlemen seemed to forget
they were the representatives of a poor peo-
ple already heavily oppressed by taxation, a
people to whom the saving here proposed was
one of considerable importance, and as had
been properly remarked, this sum of $50,000
was not His Excellency's full allowance-he
had various additional remunerations, such as
raised this the nominal sum attached to the
office to a very large amount. His (Mr. Bod-
well's) idea was instead of it being an incon-
sistency for them to take up this subject
during the present session, that now or never
this charge should be made. This payment, it
was urged, should be made, as the amount
for fortifications was asked to be paid, be-
cause of our connection with the Mother
Country, because of the advantages that con-
nection gave the people of the Dominion; but
mention was never made of the disadvan-
tages of that connection. Was it not the
connection of the Provinces with Britain
which drew on them the Fenian raid of 1866?
He appreciated that connection as fully as
anyone could, but thought that very indiffer-
ent arguments had been occasionally based
on it by honourable gentlemen opposite. For
his part he thought that the honourable mem-
ber who had brought forward the motion
deserved much credit, and he (Mr. Bodwell)
would support the resolution.

Sir G. E. Cartier considered that it would
be both unwise and unjust to disturb the
arrangement of the British American Act as
to the Governor-General's salary. The mem-
ber for Chateauguay had said that if he were
satisfied that the sum fixed in the Act had
been placed there in accordance with the
desire of the British Government, he would
be the last man to disturb the arrangement,
and such an expression of opinion on his part
did the honourable gentleman credit. It had
been charged against the delegates, that in
specifying the salary in the Act, they had
infringed on the privileges of this Parliament.
That charge was unjust, their action was
simply a fair return for the conduct of the
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British Government, in not insisting on the
civil list being a first charge on the revenues
of the Province.

Hon. Mr. Hollon replied and remarked spe-
cially, that he had failed to hear from the
mouth of either the Minister of Justice or
Minister of Militia, any statement that the
Imperial Government desired such a salary to
be affixed to this office. If the Government
had left the amount of salary unfixed, and
represented the wishes of the Imperial au-
thorities in the matter, then these matters
would have been complied with. He did not
believe that this raising of the salary would
have the effect of bringing first-class states-
men to govern here. Such men never came
here and never would while there were
offices of far greater honour to be had-while
there were empires like India to be gov-
erned. Wishing to affirm the proportion to
reduce the salary, he would vote in favour of
the motion of the member for Montcalm.

Hon. Mr. Gali adhered to the salary as
fixed in England, believing it to be to the
interests of Canada that the amount should
remain thus fixed. As to the charge that
fixing the amount had been a departure from
the Quebec resolutions, he would say there
had been necessarily a good many departures
from those resolutions while the delegates
were in England, but they had all been made
in the interest of Canada. The object of fixing
the salary as it at present stood was in order
that the services of first-class men should be
secured. If he remembered right, what was
agreed on in England was that the Gover-
nor-General should receive 10,000 pounds
sterling a year and a furnished house. This
was to include all the emoluments attached to
that office, and he (Mr. Galt) gave it as his
deliberate opinion that reduction of the
salary was not in the interest of Canada. To
get a first-class man, it was necessary a
liberal provision should be made for him
-such an emolument as would enable him to
maintain his position without being out of
pocket. Besides, the present provision was for
the ruler not merely of the present Confed-
eracy, but of that Confederation which would
yet extend from the Atlantic to the Pacific.
Again, they must have a first-class man-one
who would have weight with the Imperial
Government, and such a man was not to be
got by lowering the grade of the office of
Governor-General, and leaving it open to be
filled by a scramble in which only inferior
men would join. He hoped the House would
not interfere with the salary now.

Mr. Jones (Leeds) said that from some of
the remarks it would appear as if they lived
under a despotic Government, and that the
people had very little to say in this matter. It
had been strongly urged that unless the
Dominion paid such a sum, a first-class man
could not be got. Now he (Mr Jones) scorned
all such mercenary considerations, and if they
could not get a first-class man on other terms
he would gladly do without the gentleman. A
good deal had been said about aristocracy;
but the specimen in England or this country
were not such as to induce the people to
regard them with much favour. He would far
rather see nature's noblemen, and would ex-
pect far better service from them. He did not
want to encourage the English aristocracy to
come here and take root.

Mr. Mackenzie did not see that the in-
stances cited of other Colonies in the Empire
were at ail in point. There were many consid-
erations making the cases in those instances
very different. On this occasion, he would
vote as before for the sum of $35,000, believ-
ing that to be a reasonable amount. He would
not therefore vote for the amendment. It was
to be regretted the Government had not tak-
en this matter in hand, but it was quite
evident that in all matters of retrenchment
the present Government always suffered itself
to be dragged at the heels of a Committee or
some way or other was forced to fall in with
the sentiments of the House. (Hear).

Mr. Scaicherd had no confidence in the
professions of gentlemen on the Opposition
side of the House. They said one thing and
voted another. They professed retrenchment,
and then declared they would oppose the
motion for retrenchment made by the mem-
ber for Montcalm. He (Mr. Scatcherd) would
vote for that amendment.

Mr. Rymal said they had across the floor
some fifteen able men toiling day and night,
taxing their energies to the utmost in the
public service-they were all behind hand in
their work-(loud laughter)-yet these men,
not one of whom would like to be styled
second class (laughter) received only $5,000 a
year each. He did not believe that the Gov-
ernor-General, doing little or nothing, ought
to be paid as much as 10 of these first-class
men. He had heard of one man being equal to
nine tailors (laughter), but he would never
believe this one man to be worth as much as
ten of their own statesmen. He would vote
for the amendment.
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The amendment was then put and carried.
Yeas, 90; Nays, 45.

Majority against the Government, 45.
The following is the division:-
Yeas-Messrs. Ault, Bechard, Benoit,

Bertrand, Bodwell, Bolton, Bourassa, Bowell,
Bowman, Brown, Burpee, Caldwell, Cameron
(Huron), Cameron (Inverness), Caron, Cayley,
Cheval, Cimon, Coffin, Colby, Conneil, Cos-
tigan, Coupal, Croke, Daoust, Desaulnier,
Dobbie, Drew, Dufresne, Ferris, Forbes,
Fortier, Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Geoffrion,
Gendron, Godin, Hagar, Holton, Jones
(Halifax), Jones (Leeds), Kempt, Kierzkowski,
Lawson, McDonald (Antigonish), McDonald
(Lunenburg), Macfarlane, Magili, Masson
(Soulanges), McCarthy, McConkey,
McKeagney, McLellan, McMillan, (Vaudreuil),
McMonies, Mils, Morison (Victoria, Ont.),
Munro, Oliver, Paquet, Parker, Perry, Pin-
sonneault, Pope, Pouliot, Pozer, Ray, Redford,
Renaud, Robitaille, Ross (Dundas), Ross
(Prince Edward), Ross (Victoria, N.S.), Rymal,
Scatcherd, Senecal, Snider, Sproat, Stephen-
son, Stirton, Thompson, Tremblay, Wallace,
Webb, Wells, White, Whitehead, Wilson,
Young-90.

Nays-Archambeault, Bellerose, Blake,
Blanchet, Bown, Burton, Cameron (PeeD,
Carling, Cartier, Cartwright, Casault,
Chamberlin, Chauveau, Crawford (Leeds),
Currier, Dunkin, Galt, Gray, Heath, Howland,
Huot, Jackson, Johnson, Keeler, Kirkpatrick,
Langlois, Langevin, Macdonald (Sir J. A.),
McDonald (Middlesex), Mackenzie, Masson
(Terrebonne), MeDougail, Morris, Morrison
(Niagara), Merritt, Rose, Ross (Champlain),
Ryan (Montreal West), Shanly, Simard,
Simpson, Tilley, Walsh, Wo r km a n,
Wright-45.

The Main motion, as amended, was then
put and carried. Yeas, 108; Nays, 27.

Majority against the Government, 81.
Yeas-Messrs. Ault, Bechard, Bellerose,

Benoit, Bertrand, Blake, Blanchet, Bodwell,

Bolton, Bourassa, Bowell, Bowman, Brown,
Burpee, Caldwell, Cameron (Huron), Cameron
(Inverness), Caron, Cayley, Cheval, Cimon,
Coffin, Colby, Connell, Costigan, Coupal,
Croke, Daoust, Desaulnier, Dobbie, Drew,
Dufresne, Ferris, Forbes, Fortier, Fortin,
Gaucher, Gaudet, Geoffrion, Gendron, Godin,
Grover, Hagar, Holton, Huot, Jones (Halifax),
Jones (Leeds and Grenville), Kempt, Kierz-
kowski, Langlois, Lawson, McDonald (Anti-
gonish), McDonald (Lunenburg), Macfarlane,
Mackenzie, Magil, Masson (S o u 1 a n g e s),
Masson (Terrebonne), McCarthy, McConkey,
McKeagney, McLellan, MeMillan (VaudreuiD,
MeMonies, Mills, Morison (Victoria, O.),
Munro, Oliver, Paquet, Parker, Perry, Pin-
sonneault, Pope, Pouliot, Pozer, Ray, Redford,
Renaud, Robitaille, Ross (Champlain), Ross
(Dundas), Ross (Prince Edward), Ross (Vic-
toria, N.B.), Rymal, Scatcherd, Senecal,
Snider, Sproat, S t e p h e ns o n, Stirton,
Thompson (Haldimand), Tremblay, Wallace,
Webb, Wells, White, Whitehead, Wilson,
Workman, Young-100.

Nays- Messrs. Archambault, Bown, Bur-
ton, Cameron (Peel), Carling, Cartier, Cart-
wright, Casault, Chamberlin, Chauveau,
Crawford (Leeds), Carrier, Dunkin, Galt,
Gray, Heath, Howland, Jackson, Johnson,
Keeler, Kirkpatrick, Langevin, Macdonald
(Sir J. A.,) McDonald (Middlesex), MeDougail,
Morris, Morrison (Niagara), Merrit, Rose,
Ryan (Montreal W.), Shanly, Simard, Simp-
son, Tilley, Walsh, Wright-36.

The House then went into Committee-Mr.
Stirton in the Chair, and adopted Mr. Oliver's
resolution, fixing the salary of the Gover-
nor-General at $32,000 a year.

The Committee rose and reported the reso-
lution, and the report was ordered to be
received to-morrow.

The House adjourned, on motion of Sir
John A. Macdonald, at one o'clock.
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Tuesday, May 5, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

PENITENTIARIES

On motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald the Bill
respecting Penitentiaries and the Directors
thereof was considered in Committee of the
Whole, Mr. Kirkpatrick in the Chair.

It was then reported, and read a third time
and passed.

COMMITTEE ON SUPPLY

Hon. Mr. Rose moved that the House re-
solve itself again into Committee of Supply.

Hon. Mr. Holon moved in amendment,
seconded by Mr. Mackenzie, that all the
words after "That" in the original motion be
omitted, and the following inserted instead
thereof-"That the recent constitutional
changes have rendered it necessary to com-
plete the organization of all branches of the
public service throughout the Dominion; that
in this organization the strictest economy
should be observed, that all unnecessary ex-
ecutive departments and all superfluous
offices should be abolished; that all executive
salaries should be diminished; that all un-
necessary or indifferent officers be removed;
that the salaries of all officers of the Do-
minion Government of similar grades in
Previous Provinces should be equalized, and
that payment of salaried officers for special
services should be forbidden by law." He said
it seemed now to be the fixed determination
of the House that there should be economy in
the administration of public affairs. He had
the honour a few nights ago of presenting a
resolution in this direction, and although it
was not accepted by vote of the House, he
had the great gratification last night of seeing
one important part of it accepted by the
House. Objection had been taken to his
grouping several separate propositions in one
motion. Objection had also been taken in the
mode in which he proposed to deal with the
subject. Endeavouring to profit by the discus-
sion on that occasion, he had now framed a
motion which he thought would meet the
approbation of a large majority of the House.
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Indeed he hoped his honourable friends op-
posite, in view of the discussions they had
had, would at once acquiesce in it, and enable
them to go into Committee of Supply with
the declaration of principle which he now
invited the House to make. A good deal had
been said about motions in this form and in
this connection being regarded as motions
necessarily of want of confidence. He begged
to declare that he did not bring forward this
motion with that view, nor would he bring
forward any motion having the effect of a
vote of want of confidence. In England, every
week, motions of this character and in this
connection were put without ministers ever
daring to insult the intelligence of the House
by affirming that such motions were "ex-
necessitate" motions of want of confidence.
He would not delay the House by going over
the points which in recent discussions had
been debated so fully, and should therefore
content himself with putting in the Speakers
hands the motion in amendment just read.

Sir John A. Macdonald thought the honour-
able member for Chateauguay ought to be
satisfied with recent legislation respecting
economy. The present motion of the honoura-
ble member was a mere rapid declaration in
favour of economy and efficient administra-
tion, and he (Sir John) did not know why on
the present occasion these matters of efficien-
cy and economy should come up before the
House. There was neither reason, fitness nor
purpose in the motion, and it could have no
result that he could see further than to delay
the business of the House. It was not special-
ly germane to the matter before the House,
and was altogether such a motion, was
brought on at such a time, and showed such
an evident desire on the part of the honoura-
ble gentleman to convey by a side wind a
direct censure on the administration, that the
Government could not with respect to them-
selves or their position accept the motion in
any way than as a vote of want of confidence.
Where was the necessity for the motion? The
Government themselves had invited attention
to the whole subject.

Mr. Mackenzie said it would be recollected
that at a previous period, when the threefold
motion to which allusion had been made
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came up, several gentlemen supporting the
administration declared their adherence to
each of the three parts of the motion to a
greater or lesser extent, but they had object-
ed to the three-fold capacity of the motion,
and in order to meet the views of gentlemen
taking this particular ground the present mo-
tion had been framed.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau-Because honourable
gentlemen opposite seem to become all things
to all men.

Mr. Mackenzie said the motion had been
framed for the convenience of those taking
the particular objection alluded to. If, as the
Government aver, this was part of the policy
they proposed to adopt, then they could have
no objection to the motion. The House had
reason to believe that in reorganizing the
departments the Government had not shown
a due regard to economy, and it was of the
last importance to the country, that the reor-
ganization of the departments should be
placed on a proper footing, and that they
should have the opinion of the House to
sustain and guide them in making the neces-
sary organizations and initiating a proper
policy. His own opinion was, judging from
the number of departments created, and the
excessive number of officers attached to them,
that the Government were preceding without
that regard to economy which ought to char-
acterize their proceedings. It was at the
initiation of a new system that the best
opportunities offered for placing matters on a
proper footing, and it was merely with a view
of having this done the motion had been
proposed. If the Government continued to
meet it as a vote of want of confidence, he
could only say that he looked on such con-
duct as trifling with the business of the House
and the country.

Sir G. E. Cartier strongly opposed the mo-
tion in French, urging on his followers to
resist it as one aimed at the Government.

Mr. Dufresne was sorry the member for
Chateauguay had brought this measure for-
ward. It only caused a delay of the business
of the House, and al that was asked for by it
would be obtained by the Government meas-
ures before the House.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau congratulated the
Government on their manly and straightfor-
ward course on this motion. He believed that
a necessity existed for economy, and hoped to
see the House follow after it, but from his
heart he detested the spasmodic outcry peri-

[Mr. Mackenzie (Lambton).]

odically made for retrenchment, for over and
over again it had been shown to be a piece of
humbug.

Dr. Parker charged the Government with
pursuing a career of reckless extravagance,
and maintained that on this question as on
that of the Governor-General's salary, the
Government ought to allow their followers to
act as they pleased. But the Government
make this a vote of want of confidence, and
violently appeal to their adherents to rally to
their support. He would vote for the motion.

Hon. Mr. Fisher said that there was -a
proposition contained in the motion before
the House which, coming as he did from New
Brunswick, he could scarcely oppose. He al-
luded to the discrimination against New
Brunswick made in the salaries; he objected
to the Government making this motion a
want of confidence, and said he would vote
for it.

Mr. Bolton, with the understanding that the
Government would take up the matter allud-
ed to in the motion at an early day, and
apply a remedy, would vote against the
amendment.

The House then divided on the amendment,
which was lost-yeas 36; nays 94.

Yeas-Bodwell, Bourassa, Bowman, Bur-
pee, Cameron (Huron), Connell, Coupal,
Dorion, Farris, Fisher, Geoffrion, Godin,
Holton, Kempt, Kierzkowski, McDonald,
(Glengarry), Macfarlane, Mackenzie, Mc-
Conkey, McMonies, Mills, Morison (Victoria),
Oliver, Paquet, Parker, Redford, Rymal,
Scatcherd, Senecal, Snider, Stirton, Thompson
(Haldimand), Wallace, Wells, Whitehead,
Young-Total, 36.

Nays-Ault, Bechard, Bellerose, Benoit,
Bertrand, Blanchet, Bolton, Bowell, Bown,
Brown, Burton, Caldwell, Cameron (Peel),
Campbell, Carling, Caron, Cartier, Cart-
wright, Casault, Cayley, Chamberlin, Chau-
veau, Cheval, Cimon, Colby, Costigan,
Crawford (Brockville), Crawford (Leeds),
Degaulnier, Dobbie, Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin,
Ferguson, Fortin, Galt, Gaucher, Gaudet,
Gendron, Grant, Gray, Grover, Hagar,
Holmes, Howland, Huot, Hurdon, Irvine,
Jackson, Johnson, Jones (Leeds and Gren-
ville), Kirkpatrick, Langevin, Langlois,
Lawson, Macdonald (Sir John A.), McDonald
(Middlesex), McGill, Masson (Soulanges),
Masson (Terrebonne), McCarthy, McDougall,
McMillan, Merrit, Morris, Morrison, Munroe,
Perry, Pinsonneault, Pope, Pozer, Pouliot,
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Renaud, Robitaille, Ross (Champlain), Ross
(Dundas), Ross (Prince Edward), Ryan
(Kings), Ryan (Montreal West), Simard,
Simpson, Sproat, Stephenson, Tilley, Trem-
blay, Walsh, Webb, White, Wilson, Wood,
Workman, Wright-Total, 94.

The House then went into Committee of
Supply, Col. Gray in the Chair-and passed
the items-for the construction of Railway
between Halifax and Pictou, $200,000; con-
struction of Railway between Windsor and
Pictou, $200,000; construction of Railway be-
tween Windsor and Annapolis, $300,000; con-
struction European and N.A. Railway, $31,-
750. To meet stock in Western Extension,
$180,000; to meet subsidy in Western Ex-
tension, $150,000; to meet subsidies to other
lines, N.B., $141,000; towards location In-
tercolonial Railway, $50,000.

The next item was $95,305.31 for canals.
Mr. Mackenzie said the sum had been

spent without any authority whatever from
Parliament. He regretted exceedingly that his
honourable friend opposite (Mr. McDougall)
should have thought it consistent with his
honour as a Minister of the Crown to en-
deavour to smuggle a vote of this kind
through Parliament for a work which Par-
liament had never authorized. It was an en-
tirely new work.

Hon. Mr. McDougall-No.

Mr. Mackenzie-It was, and when the
Government asked for money for public
works in the early part of the session he
declared there were no new works included
in those on which the money voted was to be
spent. In a case such as the present, accord-
ing to Parliamentary practice, the Minister
should ask for a Bill of Indemnity. The
money had been al expended before the
matter was brought under the notice of
Parliament; and still further to blacken the
transaction, he found that one James Good-
win, of Ottawa, got the tender for the work,
although his tender was $12,000 higher than
that of others; and still worse, the depart-
ment allowed Goodwin to break his contract,
and whereas he agreed to do the work of
excavation for $1.20 per yard they now gave
him $1.50 merely on his own representation
that he had lost money when he held the
contract at $1.20. The department made no
inquiry, but quietly gave this man 30 cents
per yard more than the fair paying price at
which he had contracted to do the work.
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Hon. Mr. Johnson agreed with the view the
Ministers ought to have brought down a Bill
of Indemnity in this matter.

Hon. Mr. McDougall reproved the member
for Lambton for speaking dogmatically. The
circumstances under which the work had
been undertaken fully justified the action of
the department. Action which had throughout
been taken only after thorough investigation.
In the first place the department had neces-
sarily power to deal with these works without
the authority of Parliament, so that it could
not be said to be unconstitutional to spend
money in advance of a Parliamentary vote.
The work too was one of very great impor-
tance, and it was so necessary the repairs
should be made, that private persons
trusting to be reimbursed had undertaken the
work. As to the tender, it was well known
that numbers of persons tendered for public
works at such rates as they could not possibly
perform the work; for trusting that once the
work was begun it would be pushed to com-
pletion and more money would be advanced.
It was not advisable that any such contrac-
tors should get hold of the work, and hence it
had been let, though at an advanced figure, to
a responsible man.

Mr. Currier explained that if ever there
was a work of necessity and one which would
turn out profitable, it was this canal.

Mr. Jones took exception to the remark of
the Commissioner of Public Works, that the
tender had not been let to the other competi-
tors because they were not responsible men.
He denied that statement, so far at least, as
some of the contractors were concerned. He
objected to the mismanagement of the Public
Works Department in this particular.

Mr. Alonzo Wright spoke of the immense
trade coming through this canal, and thought
the expenditure fully justified.

Hon. Mr. Dorion opposed the item.
It was carried, and the House rose at six

o'clock.

After the recess,

The remaining items for canal, for har-
bours, $11,000; slides and booms, $10,000;
Parliamentary and Departmental Buildings,
$55,000; Rideau Hall, including the purchase
of the property and the furniture, $122,000.
This includes the lease for one year of eleven
acres of land adjoining the hall, with option
of purchase. Custom House, Quebec, $3,000;
being a reduction of $1,000 on the sum in the
estimates.

May 5, 188



COMMONS DEBATES

The item Montreal Post Office, $4,000, was
struck out, as some extensive alterations in
that building are contemplated.

In the items of lighthouses, the sum for
Point St. Laurent was made $10,000.

The items for Nine Mile Point, Kingston,
were struck out.

The remaining items under head of light-
houses were carried.

The item $15,500 for roads and bridges was
also carried with $70,000 for arbitration and
awards; $58,000 rents and repairs on public
buildings.

On the item $10,000 for purchase of land
for construction of hospital and quarantine
station at Halifax.

Mr. McDonald (Lunenburg), stigmatized
the matter as a job and a fraud on the
Dominion.

Hon. Mr. Rose said the Government would
see that the Dominion got a fair return for its
expenditure.

The item passed and the balance of items
for public works, also items for lighthouses
and coast services $192,501,53, and for ocean
and river steamer services, $136,600.

The item $13,400 for fisheries, Quebec and
Ontario, passed.

On the item $5,000 for salaries of about
fifty-seven overseers, ranging from $300 to
$400 each and of local officers and guardians,
including their disbursements-it was object-
ed that the maintenance of this service was
not binding on the Dominion.

Hon. Mr. Rose said that in some respects
they had extended to Nova Scotia the system
that prevailed in Canada.

Hon. Mr. Holton thought it very extraordi-
nary that the system which prevailed in
Quebec and Ontario, where fishing was only a
minor interest, should be extended to Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick, where fishing
was not a minor interest, and where, it was
to be supposed, they had adopted a more
efficient system for the protection of their
interests than had been in use in Quebec and
Ontario.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said that the Gov-
ernment would make inquiry into the matter,
and if, as had been contended, the Dominion
was not responsible for the maintenance of
these overseers, the Government would be
only too happy to be rid of the expense.

The item was carried.

As to the item under the head Fisheries,
$5,000-indemnity of fishermen who had act-
ed under faith in existing law,

Hon. Mr. Rose said he wished it struck out,
as the Government intended to discontinue
the bounty system.

Mr. Jones (Halifax) claimed that this was a
direct breach of faith by the Government, as
they had led the people of the Lower Prov-
inces to believe that the Bounty system
would be continued and extended if Union
candidates were returned. A dispatch to that
effeet had been forwarded to an official in the
Lower Provinces by the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries.

Mr. Blake laughingly exonerated the
Government from the charges preferred by
the member from Halifax. The charge was
that the Government had broken faith, as
they promised to extend the system of
Bounties to Nova Scotia if the Union candi-
dates were returned. Now the honourable
gentleman making the charge was an "Anti",
and hence it was clear that the Government
was exonerated. (Laughter).

Mr. Mackenzie said that the famous dis-
patch alluded to ought to be produced.
(Laughter). It would be quite a curiosity.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said he had just been
informed that the dispatch in question ran
thus-"I will press on the Government of the
Dominion the extension to Nova Scotia of the
Canadian system of Bounties."

The item was struck out.
The remaining items under the Fisheries

were carried.
The item $144,648.47, indemnities under

Seignorial Acts carried; also the item $8,490
annuities and grants to Indians.

The following items then passed:-Culling
timber, $70,500; railway and steamboat in-
spection, $12,162.

On the item included in the latter, of $3,550
for railway inspection,

Mr. Jones (Leeds) said he never could un-
derstand what these overseers did. When an
accident happened, they came along and
made a report on the subject, but he never
yet heard of a case in which an accident had
been prevented by these inspectors. (Loud
and continued laughter).

Hon. Mr. Rose said he never heard of such
a case either. (Laughter).
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The items amounting to $50,368.42 under
the heading Miscellaneous, were carried.

On the item $520,016 for collection of
Customs,

Hon. Mr. Tilley explained, in reply to Mr.
Holton, that the percentage in the whole
revenue collected was greater in Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick than in Ontario and
Quebec. Still the salaries of the officers were
not so large in the former as in the latter
office, for the performance of the same duties.
How the greater expense came to attach to
the Maritime Provinces in this matter was
easily explained. Nearly three-fifths of the
whole revenue of Ontario and Quebec was
collected at one port, Montreal, and hence the
cost of collection was cheaper than in the
Lower Provinces, where the revenue had to
be collected in 60 or 70 ports. It was his
intention during the recess to see whether the
number of these smaller ports in Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick, and elsewhere in the
Dominion, could not be reduced without im-
pairing the efficiency of the public service.

Mr. Anglin said the promises of retrench-
ment and economy by the Ministry sounded
very hollow in the ears of the Lower Prov-
inces. Instead of a cheaper system, as had
been promised under Confederation, there
had been a large increase in the numbers and
salaries of Customs Officers in the Lower
Provinces of and about the lst July last.

Mr. Mackenzie said the customs collection
at Quebec last year amounted to about half a
million and the expenses were $55,000 or
considerably over 10 per cent of the collec-
tion. At Hamilton $50,000 more was collected
than at Quebec, and the charge was only
$17,000. The income at Toronto was nearly
a million, and the entire expenses of collec-
tion was only about $25,000, or considerably
less than 2j per cent. Surely there was some
room for enquiry as to the enormous charges
at Quebec. Again, at Rimouski he found
there were a collector and two landing
waiters, and the revenue collected was
absolutely nothing. It might be necessary to
keep an officer there at a small salary, but
,what could be the use of two landing
waiters?

Hon. Mr. Tilley said that at ports like
Quebec and Montreal, there was a large ex-
penditure, where no revenue was received.
For example, when a vessel arrived, a tide
waiter was put on board-an expense which

did not require to be incurred at Toronto,
The expense of the bonding system thereat
was very large.

Mr. Mackenzie-But at Montreal the ex-
penses of collecting are only a little over 2
per cent.

Hon. Mr. Tilley said the discrepancy in the
cost of collecting at different ports was one of
the points to which he proposed to give his
earnest attention at an early day.

The item was agreed to, as also the items
for collection of Inland Revenue and Post
Office Revenue. In connection with the latter
item,

Mr. Mackenzie urged the propriety of
providing better mail accommodation for the
north shores of Lake Huron and Superior. He
said he would urge the matter more formally
on the attention of the Government, and ask
exact information as to the nature of the
arrangements now existing, when the esti-
mates for 1868 and '69 were before the
House.

The items-Public Works, . $730,742, and
collection minor revenue, $20,000-were
agreed to, being the last of the ordinary
estimates for 1867 and '68.

The supplementary estimates for the same
year were also agreed to, without discussion.

The Committee then proceeded with the
estimates for 1868 and '69.

On the first item-Salaries of four Lieut.-
Governors, $30,000-

Hon. Mr. Chauveau said at the concurrence
he would make some remarks on this subject.
They coùld not increase the sum mentioried
in the estimates, but they could at least give
their opinions.

Mr. Jones (Halifax) said he quite agreed
with the Premier of Quebec as to the proprie-
ty of increasing the salaries of the Lieuten-
ant-Governors.

The item was agreed to,

On the second item-Salaries and Con-
tingencies of Departments-$550,000, to be
distributed under the provisions of the Civil
Service and Contingencies Act.

Hon. Mr. Rose said he asked the House to
pass this sum en bloc. The House would have
an opportunity of discussing the details in
connection with Civil Service Act.

Mr. Mackenzie asked if Government were
to introduce a Bill founded on the resolution
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of last night with reference to the Gover-
nor-General's salary after the resolution was
concurred in.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said it was not their
intention to do so. It would be open, however,
to any member of the House to introduce
such a Bill.

Hon. Mr. Holton thought it very irregular
to found a vote of the kind on an Act (the
Civil Service Act) which as yet had no exist-
ence, and to carry through which no serious
step had yet been taken.

Hon. Mr. Rose said if the Civil Service Bill
now before the House did not pass, the vote
would be distributed in accordance with the
provisions of the existing Civil Service Act.
The vote was not so large as the vote for the
present year. It was $30,000 less. This reduc-
tion he expected to effect by means of the
Civil Service and Contingencies Act.

The item was agreed to.

On the item-addition to the salaries of
certain judges of Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick.

Sir John A. Macdonald said that it was
improper that the item of the judges' salaries
should come up annually. Hence a Bill was
being prepared and would be introduced this
session to fix the salaries.

Hon. Mr. Holton suggested that it might be
better to take this item out of the estimates,
and omit the discussion on the matter until
the Government introduced the resolutions on
which their promised Bill would be founded.

Sir G. E. Cartier advised settling this mat-
ter at once. It would certainly advance the
discussion a stage.

The item passed.

On the item $25,000 for frontier police.

Sir John A. Macdonald, in reply to Mr.
Young, stated that the Government were
creating a Dominion police force. The neces-
sity for having such a body of men under
control of the Government had been felt, and
small forces were now stationed at Ottawa,
Sarnia and elsewhere, under control of Mr.
McMicken, Stipendiary Magistrate for On-
1ario. This force had nothing to do with the
detective service, but was for frontier and

[Mr. Mackenzie (Lambton).]

international service, for the Dominion build-
ings, and for such other Dominion service as
would be found necessary in the way of
guarding police buildings.

Hon. Mr. Holdon inquired if it would not be
necessary for Government to introduce a Bill
on the subject.

Sir John A. Macdonald said it would.

Mr. Blake said in that case it would be
better to drop the item from the estimates
and deal with it when it came before the
House in the measure to be brought down by
Government.

Sir John A. Macdonald replied that he
preferred the House should pass the item. It
was more convenient at this stage to pass the
items in the order in which they stood.

The item passed.

On the item, $30,000 for harbour, river and
Government police, Quebec and Montreal,
there was a discussion-several members
contending that as Montreal and Quebec
derived very great benefits from the shipping,
the people of those cities ought to bear this
charge and not the Dominion.

The item, however, passed, and the remain-
ing item under the head, Administration of
Justice; also all the items under the head,
Penitentiaries.

On the item for legislation,
Mr. Mackenzie said that there would be a

discussion. He understood the Government to
have taken charge of the Contingencies, but
he had been told that recently the Speaker of
the Senate had expended $4,000 on some
operations connected with the rooms in the
Senate quarter of the public buildings
-which expenditure had been unauthorized,
it was said, by the Department of Public
Works.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said that the presiding
officers of both Houses had, during the recess,
represented to the department that several
alterations should be made in the building,
sone of the applications had been sanctioned
and others were not, but it was said that
some of the alterations objected to would be
entered on at the risk of the officer ordering
them. In the other House extensive altera-
tions, such as new kitchen ranges connected

May 5,1868



COMMONS DEBATES

with the saloon were proposed, but he had
objected to them, not thinking any necessity
existed for the change.

Mr. Mackenzie hoped that as far as the
House of Commons was concerned, the
Chairman of Contingencies would look sharp-
ly after such expenditure, and do what was
possible to prevent a repetition of unauthor-
ized expenditure.

Mr. D. A. McDonald said that in regard to
one matter, the fitting up of baths, the
Speaker was not altogether responsible. He
(Mr. McDonald) and others had felt the

necessity for such a convenience, had sug-
gested it, and he was willing to take the
responsibility of this action in the matter.

The items down to the 22nd passed.

The items for scientific institutions, for
arts, agriculture, and statistics, and for immi-
gration and quarantine also passed.

The Committee then rose, reported the
resolutions, and obtained leave to sit again
to-morrow.

The House adjourned at a quarter past one
o'clock.
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Wednesday, May 6, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

BAGOT ELECTION

Mr. Walsh, from the General Committee on
Elections, reported the following as the
names of the new Committee appointed to try
the merits of the Bagot Election: Messrs.
Mills, Masson (Terrebonne), Masson (Sou-
langes), Merritt, and Wood, Chairman.

SUGAR DUTIES

Mr. Jones (Halifax), moved an address for
communications from the Chambers of
Commerce, etc., respecting the sugar duties.
Carried.

DEPARTMENTAL EXPENSES

Hon. Mr. Johnson moved that a Select Com-
mittee be appointed with power to send for
records and papers, and to examine witnesses
as to the state of the Departmental offices,
and to report to this House as to the number
of deputies and employees in each, and the
amount of duties and labour in each depart-
ment, and the salary of each officer and
employee.

Sir John A. Macdonald hoped the honoura-
ble member would postpone the motion till
to-morrow.

Hon. Mr. Johnson was not inclined to do so.
He was afraid that if he postponed it he
would lose it. If the Government had nothing
to fear from the inquiry they would grant the
Committee. If the number of employees was
only sufficient, so much the better. Ascer-
taining that point would give satisfaction. If
they were too numerous and too well paid, it
was time there should be a change.

Mr. Speaker called attention to the fact
that the motion was not seconded.

Mr. Ryrnal said he would second it.

Sir John A. Macdonald said he hoped that
without debate this motion would be voted
down. In the first place it was very important
that the business should not be delayed. The
return would be of no value during the

present session. Such a motion, moreover, If
carried, would take the whole matter out of
the hands of the Government. Again, it
would, if passed, be a direct censure on the
Government.

Sir G. E. Cartier opposed the motion in
French.

Hon. Mr. Holion dissented altogether from
the statement that this would be a vote of
censure on the Government. Besides the mo-
tion was made by a supporter of the honoura-
ble gentlemen opposite, and as it was one
decidedly in the direction of retrenchment, it
ought to receive the support of the House.

Hon. Mr. Dorion supported the motion.
The House then voted on the motion, which

was lost.

Yeas, 45; Nays, 99.
Yeas-Anglin, Bechard, Bodwell, Bourassa,

Cameron (Huron), Cayley, Cheval, Coffin,
Connell, Coupal, )aoust, Dorion, Fortier,
Gaudet, Geoffrion, Godin, Holton, Johnson,
Jones (Halifax), Kierzkowski, McDonald
(Lunenburg), Macfarlane, Mackenzie, Mas-
son (Soulanges), McClellan, McMonies, Mills,
Munroe, Olivier, Paquet, Parker, Pinson-
neault, Power, Ray, Redford, Ross (Dundas),
Ross (Prince Edward), Rymal, Scatcherd,
Senecai, Stirton, Wells, Whitehead, Wilson,
Young-45.

Nays-Archambault, Ault, Beaubien, Bel-
lerose, Benoit, Bertrand, Blanchet, Bolton,
Bowell, Bowman, Bown, Brousseau, Brown,
Burpee, Caldwell, Cameron, Campbell, Car-
ling, Caron, Cartier, Cartwright, Casault,
Chamberlin, Chauveau, Cimon, Colby, Cos-
tigan, Crawford (Brockville), Crawford
(Leeds), Desaulnier, Dobbie, Drew, Dufresne,
Dunkin, Ferris, Forbes, Fortin, Galt, Gaucher,
Gendron, Gibbs, Gray, Grover, Heath, How-
land, Hurdon, Irvine, Jackson, Jones (Leeds),
Kirkpatrick, Langevin, Langlois, Lapum,
Lawson, McDonald (Glengarry), Macdonald
(Sir John A.), McDonald (Middlesex), McGill,
Masson (Terrebonne), McCarthy, McConkey,
McDougall, McGreevey, M e Ke a g ne y,
MeMillan, Merritt, Morris, Morison (Vic-
toria), Morrison (Niagara), O'Connor, Perry,
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Pope, Pouliot, Pozer, Rankin, Read, Renaud,
Robitaille, Rose, Ross (Champlain), Ross
(Victoria, N.B.), Ryan (Montreal West),
Shanly, Simpson, Snider, Sproat, Stephenson,
Sylvain, Thompson (Haldimand), Tilley,
Tremblay, Walsh, Webb, Wood, Workman,
Wright-99.

IMMIGRATION

Mr. Jackson moved to add Messrs. Dunkin,
Stephenson and Bolton to the Committee on
Immigration and Colonization.-Carried.

CORPORATION OF PILOTS

Hon. Mr. Irvine moved for correspondence,
etc., respecting complaints against the corpo-
ration of pilots for and below the harbour of
Quebec. Carried.

MAILS TO AND FROM PARLIAMENT

Mr. Masson (Soulanges) inquired the price
paid for conveying the mails to and from the
Parliament Buildings and the Post Office, and
who was the contractor. He said he heard
that some $8 or $10 a day was spent in this
service, and now, when economy had become
a by-word, it was time there should be a
reform in the matter.

Sir John A. Macdonald, having conferred
with the Clerk, stated that this was a matter
not controlled by the Government but by the
House. From the Clerk he learned that the
contractor was Patrick Buckley, and that he
was paid $4 per day by the House of Com-
mons, and $3 a day by the Senate.

Mr. Burton said that he seconded the mo-
tion not because it was in the direction of
economy. Since he took his seat in the House
he had not given a single vote in favour of
economy; but he seconded the motion because
he understood al about this contractor. He
objected strongly to the contractor Patrick
Buckley. He (Mr. Burton) did not want to say
anything censorious respecting that person,
but he would say that he could not congratu-
late the Government or the House on their
contractor. He was in prison on one of the
vilest of charges-one who has been confined
under the direction of Mr. O'Reilly, the gen-
tleman conducting the inquiry into the assas-
sination case-a gentleman, it might be ad-
ded, who deserved the thanks of the whole
Dominion for the able, diligent and successful
manner in which he had proved the wicked
and unnatural assassination conspiracy.
Buckley was now in gaol suspected of conniv-

ance in the assassination, and yet he was
retained in the employ of the House of
Commons, drawing his salary and carrying
the mails as before. That was, in his (Mr.
Burton's) view, a dishonour and an insult to
every loyal man in the House. Buckley would
appear to be a discontented Irishman. Now,
in the Dominion that class of Her Majesty's
subjects had no cause for discontent. Irish-
men in the Dominion had nothing to com-
plain of. In no country in the world were
they better used than in Canada, and if a
section of them were discontented and trea-
sonable, it was time they should be driven
off.

Hon. Mr. Holton said that the honourable
gentleman's remarks were irrelevant.

The Speaker ruled that the honourable
member was in order as he was speaking to
the malcontents.

Mr. Burton proceeded to denounce Feni-
anism and say that if such persons liked any
other country better than Canada, and ex-
pressed that feeling with such Fenian senti-
ments as they had been in the habit of giving
utterance to, it was time they should be
driven from these shores like a pack of
wolves or jackals.

Mr. Masson, having obtained the informa-
tion he desired, asked leave to withdraw his
motion.

Mr. Ferguson stated that this mail contract
had come under the notice of the Contin-
gencies Committee, and it was well under-
stood that the price paid for this contract was
too high. The real question was, could the
contract be performed for less money. If it
could, then it ought to be done. The difflculty
at present seemed to be that the officers of
each House stood on their dignity, and each
sent their own messenger to perform the
service and paid him. Regarding Buckley, he
would say that while the late Mr. McGee's
assassination was deplored by all, still the
honourable gentleman seconding the motion
had gone too far in stating emphatically,
before Buckley had been tried or judgment
obtained, that a black mark should be set on
that man. (Hear, hear.) The observations of
the seconder of the motion regarding Mr.
O'Reilly were such as he (Mr. Ferguson)
heartily concurred in. But, so far as he un-
derstood the matter, Buckley was only com-
mitted under the Habeas Corpus Suspension
Act. If he were guilty of any connivance with
the assassination, then one thousand deaths
would scarcely be sufficient punishment for
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the baseness of a man who, while pretending
friendship to Mr. McGee, was al the tine
cognizant that preparations for the death of
that gentleman were being made. But there
was no proof whatever of this-at least none
made public.

The motion was then withdrawn.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILROAD

Mr. Bolton moved an address for copies of
all petitions presented to the Privy Council,
since November last, in reference to the se-
lection of a route for the Intercolonial Rail-
road. Carried.

C. B. AND K. C. B.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau moved that the papers
and correspondence laid before this House,
respecting the marks of Royal favour which
Her Majesty had been pleased to confer, be
referred to a Committee of seven members, to
report thereon with all convenient speed; the
Committee to consist of Messrs. J. H. Cam-
eron, Campbell, Gray, Casault, Parker, and
the mover. Speaking in French, he said the
papers referred to were a proof of the deep
interest which Her Majesty had taken in the
welfare and progress of the New Dominion.
While admitting that our position as a young
country was not so great historically or
otherwise as that of some older countries, we
were convinced of one thing, that a man in
this country was worth a man in any country
in the world. In other countries certain fa-
vours were bestowed on public men who
were supposed to have rendered important
public services, and it was not astonishing
that in this country also a public man should
be somewhat exacting as to the honour which
should be paid him; but, while to some the
first distribution of favours might have ap-
peared very ungenerous, a reflection on cer-
tain parties as their ancestors, the recent
graceful action of the Sovereign had remed-
ied what appeared so disagreeable at first.
That action had shown the true light in
which the British Government desired to
place public men who otherwise might have
felt aggrieved. The honourable gentleman al-
so repeated his remarks in English. Carried.

MARINE MATTERS

Sir John A. Macdonald introduced a Bill to
regulate lighthouses, buoys and beacons; also
a Bill respecting the relief of sick and dis-
tressed mariners; also a Bill respecting
fishing by foreign vessels. He explained that

the object of the Bill was to make the exist-
ing laws of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
on this subject laws of the Dominion.

INDEMNITY BILL FOR MINISTERS

Sir John A. Macdonald introduced also a
Bill to indemnify certain persons for sitting
and voting in the House of Commons while
holding offices of emolument under the
Crown. He explained that the persons indem-
nified by the Bill were Messrs. John A. Mac-
donald, G. E. Cartier, Tilley, Galt, McDougall,
Howland and Langevin.

STATUTES OF CANADA

On motion of Mr. Mills, the Bill to amend
the Act respecting the Statutes of Canada
was read a third time and passed.

GOVERNOR-GENERAL'S SALARY

Mr. Oliver moved concurrence in the reso-
lution reported from the Committee of the
Whole, declaring it expedient to alter the
provision made under the 105th section of the
British North America Act of 1867, and to fix
the salary of His Excellency the Governor-
General at $32,000 per annum.

Carried on a division.

Mr. Dufresne introduced a Bill founded on
the resolution intituled "an Act to fix the
Governor's salary."

Hon. Mr. Dorion said if the member for
Montcalm was really desirous to carry this
measure, he should leave the responsibility of
it with the Government, who had several
measures of their own, especially the con-
solidated revenue Bill, into which they could
introduce a clause to carry out the wishes of
the House. It was the duty of the Govern-
ment to follow the instructions which had
been given by the House by so large a vote.

Mr. Dufresne said he introduced the Bill
because he was serious in desiring to carry it.
He was afraid, judging from the position
taken by the Government, that if the matter
was left in their hands they would not give
practical effect to the wishes of the House;
but if the Government would declare that
they would take it up and proceed with it
seriously, he would withdraw his motion.

Mr. D. A. McDonald said he would not give
his support to making the reduction applica-
ble to the present Incumbent of the office.
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Mr. Dufresne said the Bill provided that it
should take effect from the lst July next.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said he had no hesita-
tion in stating what the course of the Gov-
ernment in this matter would be. They did
not think they were constitutionally bound in
any way to assist in the preparation or
maturing of a measure to which they were
opposed; but of course they must submit to
the opinion of the House so unmistakably
expressed as that opinion had been by the
vote on this question. They would, therefore,
offer every facility for the measure to pass
through. So long as the House was sitting, so
large a majority could procure the passing of
the Bill through this House, and Government
would not advise His Excellency to prorogue
Parliament until the Bill had an opportunity
of passing this flouse.

Mr. Mackenzie-And the other House?

Sir J. A. Macdonald said of course the
other House would deal with the Bill as it
pleased. If it was the unanimous desire of the
House that the Bill should pass through ail its
stages at once, so far as Government was
concerned, no opposition would be offered.
The Government did not approve of the prin-
ciple on which the Bill was founded, but
acting in obedience to the will of the House
would offer every facility for its passage.

Hon. Mr. Holton hoped the member for
Montcalm would accept the suggestion of the
leader of the Government, and treating this
in the same way as a Supply Bill which could
be passed at once through all its stages, after
the resolutions had been passed in Commit-
tee, would move that the three stages be
taken now.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said that could not be
done. The Bill must first be printed.

Hon. Mr. Holton said the rules of Parlia-
ment did not require that the Supply Bill,
founded on resolution, should be printed
before being passed through all its stages.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin objected to any unseemly
haste. An opportunity should be given to the
House to amend every line of the Bill. It
should be before the House day by day as it
passed through its successive stages.

Dr. Parker said he would prefer to have
the matter arranged by an amendment to the
clause in the Consolidated Revenue Bill relat-
ing to the Governor's salary. He would rather
not have a special Bill introduced.

Mr. Dufresne said perhaps the Governnent
would not proceed with that Bill.

The Bill having been introduced,

Mr. Dufresne moved that it be read a
second time to-morrow.

Hon. Mr. Holton suggested to add the
words, "and that it be then the first order of
the day."

Hon. Mr. Dunkin objected to such an addi-
tion being made to the motion without notice.
He did not want the journals of the House to
show any undue precipitation.

Mr. Mills urged that the Government were
just as much responsible for the passing of
measures initiated by private members as for
those initiated by themselves. He thought
they should provide for this reduction of
salary by an amendment to their Con-
solidated Revenue Bill.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said if the honourable
gentleman would look into the Parliamentary
practice of England, he would find many
cases similar to this where Government al-
lowed measures to pass to which they were
opposed. He hoped Mr. Holton would not
press his addition to the notice, when Gov-
ernment stated they would give every facility
for the passage of the Bill, so as to allow it to
be considered in the upper House.

Mr. Walsh made some remarks in opposi-
tion to reducing the Governor's salary.

The motion for the 2nd reading to-morrow
was then agreed to.

ENLARGING QUEBEC COUNTY

On motion of the Hon. Mr. Chauveau, the
Bill to annex portions of the seignory of Bel-
air to the Counties of Quebec and Port Neuf
was considered in Committee, and ordered to
be read a third time to-morrow.

COAL

Mr. Brousseau moved that the Bill to
amend Chapter 63, Con. Stat. of Lower
Canada, insofar as the same relates to the
measurement and discharge of coal, be read a
second time and referred to the Committee
on Banking and Commerce.

Hon. Mr. Holion said that he would not
oppose the measure at that stage, as it appar-
ently only affected Montreal and would be
referred to the Committee on Banking and
Commerce.
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Sir J. A. Macdonald thought the honoura-
ble gentleman introducing the measure ought
to look into it carefully. It appeared to be a
Bill affecting trade, and if such, ought to
originate in resolution.

Hon. Mr. Holton thought the suggestion a
good one.

Mr. Mackenzie said that it either was a
measure affecting trade, and one that ought
to originate in resolution, or else it was a
Local Bill, which ought not to be brought into
that House.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin said that a Bill like this
had been before the Quebec Legislature, and
had been withdrawn on account of two objec-
tions:-1st. a doubt as to the jurisdiction;
2nd. strong opposition to the provisions of the
Bill. If, in the present instance, the Bill came
within the jurisdiction of the House clearly, it
was one of the Acts which had to originate in
resolution.

The motion was carried.
The House rose at 6 o'clock.

After the recess,

CASE OF THE PROPELLER "GEORGIAN"

Mr. Morrison presented the petition of G.
T. Denison, of Toronto, praying an investiga-
tion into the circumstances attending the sel-
zure of the propeller "Georgian" by the Gov-
ernment in 1855.

The petition was received, and a special
Committee appointed to inquire into the case,
with power to send for persons and papers.

RICHELIEU AND PASUMSIC R.N.C.

Mr. Chamberlin introduced a Bill to incor-
porate the Richelieu and Pasumsic Railway
and Navigation Co.

Mr. Workman introduced the Bill from the
Senate for the relief of F. J. Whiteaves.

On the motion for its reference to a Select
Committee,

Hon. Mr. Holton said he did not see why
this matter of divorce had not been so ar-
ranged under Confederation that it could be
dealt with by the Local Legislature. As to the
Bill before the House, they were empowered
to deal with it by the constitution, but he
maintained that this question of divorce
ought to be dealt with judicially and not by
the Legislature. Until that could be done he
would vote against all private Bills such as
that before the House.

Mr. Mackenzie was surprised that the
member for Chateauguay should declare his
opposition to this the only remedy which the
asking for the Bill could obtain under the
law. This was the only Court in the land to
relieve persons such as this man Whiteaves.
Undoubtedly these Bills ought not to be en-
couraged except in extreme cases, but believ-
ing this to be one, he (Mr. Mackenzie) would
vote for the reference.

Mr. Bellerose said that in this matter
honourable gentlemen should vote according
to their conscience. He would vote against the
measure, believing divorce to be an unchris-
tian practice.

Hon. Mr. Langevin took a similar view.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau-On grounds altogeth-
er independent of religious belief entertained
the strongest aversion to interfering with the
marriage tie, and would vote against the
reference.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin would have no difficulty
in voting for the Bill, if a case were made
out, and in the meantime would not oppose
the reference.

Hon. Mr. Anglin held that no human tribu-
nal, civil or ecclesiastical, had a right to
dissolve the marriage tie. No Act even of a
Council of the Roman Catholic Church, or the
Pope of the Church, had that power. Be-
lieving this, he (Mr. Anglin) would oppose
this Bill or any Bill for the establishment of a
Court of Divorce. In matters of this kind,
Roman Catholics hold themselves absolutely
bound by the decisions of their Church; and
those decisions taught that mankind had no
power to separate those whom God had
joined together. No action of that House
could sever the marriage rite. They might, by
the action of the Legislature, legalize adul-
tery; but that was all they could do. He
would therefore move that the Bill be not
now referred to Committee, but be referred
that day three months.

Hon. Mr. Johnson objected to special legis-
lation such as this.

Hon. Mr. Anglin then said he would with-
draw his amendment, as since putting it, he
had ascertained that a vote on the original
motion would answer the purpose as well.

The House then divided on the original
motion, which was carried. Yeas, 78; Nays,
57.
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Yeas-Messrs. Ault, Blake, Bodwell, Bolton,
Bowell, Bowman, Bown, Brown, Burpee,
Caldwell, Cameron (Huron), Chamberlin,
Colby, Connell, Crawford (Leeds), Currier,
Dobbie, Drew, Dunkin, Ferris, Gibbs, Grover,
Hagar, Heath, Howland, Hurdon, Jackson,
Jones (Halifax), Jones (Leeds and Grenville),
Kempt, Kirkpatrick, Lapum, Lawson,
McDonald (Glengarry), Macdonald (Sir J.A.),
McDonald (Middlesex), Mackenzie, Magill,
McConkey, McDougall, MeLellan, MeMonies,
Merritt, Mills, Morris, Morison (Victoria),
Morrison (Niagara), Munro, O'Connor, Oliver,
Parker, Ray, Read, Redford, Rose, Ross
(Dundas), Ross o.E.), Ross (Victoria, N.B.),
Ryan, Shanly, Snider, Sproat, Stephenson,
Stirton, Thompson (Haldimand), Thompson
(Ontario), Wallace, Webb, Wells, White,
Whitehead, Wilson, Wood, Workman, Young
-78.

Nays-Messrs. Anglin, Archambeault,
Beaubien, Bechard, Bellerose, Benoit, Ber-
trand, Blanchet, Bourassa, Cameron (In-
verness), Caron, Cartier, Casault, Cayley,
Chauveau, Cheval, Costigan, Coupal, Craw-
ford (Brockville), DeNiverville, Desaulnier,
Dorion, Dufresne, Fortier, Fortin, Gaucher,
Gaudet, Geoffrion, Gendron, Godin, Holton,
Huot, Johnson, Kierzkowski, Langevin,
Langlois, McDonald (Antigonish), Masson
(Soulanges), Masson (Terrebonne), McCarthy,
McGreevy, McKeagney, McMillan, Paquet,
Perry, Pinsonneault, Pope, Pouliot, Power,
Pozer, Renaud, Ross (Champlain), Ryan
(Montreal), Senecal, Simard, Sylvain,
Tremblay-57.

THE RATE OF INTEREST

Mr. Godin moved the second reading of the
Bill to limit the rate of interest~in the Do-
minion.

Hon. Mr. Rose alluded to the great diversi-
ty of opinion prevailing with reference to this
question, and asked the honourable gentle-
man to consent to the adjournment of the
debate in the assurance that the Government
were going to introduce a Bill on the subject
on Friday next.

Mr. Godin agreed to the suggestion of the
Finance Minister.

Hon. Mr. Rose then moved the atijourn-
ment of the debate.

Mr. Masson (Soulanges) hoped the honoura-
ble member in charge of the measure would
not continue to consent to the adjournment of

the debate. The Government knew very well
honourable gentlemen on this side were their
friends and supported them in their good
measures, and sometimes their bad ones also,
(laughter); and he asked the Government to
allow the House to deal with this question at
once.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin said that on every previ-
ous occasion when this motion was before the
House, the Government refused to take it up,
and he was glad the Government were now
at last going to move in the matter. The law
of Canada on this subject was disagreeably
inconsistent, ambiguous, and altogether such
as had long been a standing reproach to the
country.

Hon. Mr. Johnson advocated free trade in
money as in other articles, and maintained
that it was folly and worse to restrict the rate
of interest. (Kicking of desks and other noises
here interrupted the honourable gentleman.).
He would say there was a great deal more in
some honourable gentlemen's desks than in
their heads. (Laughter).

The debate was adjourned.

THE CROWN AND GOVERNMENT

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald, the
House went again into Committee on the Bill
for the better security of the Crown and
Government-Mr. Cameron (Huron) in the
Chair.

The Bill was reported, and ordered to be
read a third time tomorrow.

OFFENCES RELATING TO COINAGE

Sir John A. Macdonald moved the second
reading of the Bill respecting offences relat-
ing to the coin. He said with reference to this
and a number of Bills relating to the criminal
law, that he would ask the House in a great
measure to accept them on trust. They had
been prepared with a great deal of care. He
had also examined them carefully himself,
they would be open to amendment in Com-
mittee; and in the Upper House, where he
had asked the Postmaster-General to take
charge of them, they would also be subjected
to careful scrutiny.

The Bill was read a second time and re-
ferred to Committee of the Whole-Mr.
Cameron (Huron) in the Chair.

The Committee reported the Bill, and it
was ordered to be read a third time to-mor-
row.
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SECOND READINGS OF VARIOUS BILLS

On motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald the
following Bills were also read a second time,
considered in Committee, and ordered to be
read a third time to-morrow:--Act respecting
forgery; Act respecting offences against the
person; Act respecting malicious injuries to
property; Act respecting larceny and other
similar offences; Act respecting procedure in
criminal cases; Act respecting the duties of
Justices of the Peace out of sessions, in
relation to summary convictons; Act re-
specting the duties of Justices of the Peace
out of Sessions, in regard to persons charged
with indictable offences; Act respecting riots
and riotous assemblies.

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

Hon. Mr. Rose's Bill respecting the
Geological Survey was read a second and
third time and passed.

NAVIGATION OF CANADA WATERS

5ir John A. Macdonald's Bill respecting the
Navigation of Canada Waters, from the Sen-
ate, was read a second time, considered in
Committee and the report ordered to be re-
ceived to-morrow.

MORE SECOND READINGS

The following Bills were also read a second
time, passed through Committee and ordered
for a third reading to-morrow: Act respecting
Aliens and Naturalization, from the Senate;
Act to impose a duty on British Copyright
works, for the benefit of the authors; Act
respecting the removal of persons in custody
charged with treason or felony in certain
cases; Act to amend the Act of the late
Province of Canada, 25 Vic., cap. 72, by
declaring the intention of the same, and
confirming the conveyances made by the
Trust and Loan Company thereunder.

The following Bills were read a second
time, and ordered to be referred to Com-
mittee to-morrow;-An Act for the more
speedy trial and punishment of Juvenile
Offenders, and Act respecting the Department
of Justice.

The Act providing for administering oaths
to witnesses in certain cases for the purposes
of either House of Parliament, was read a se-
cond time, considered in Committee, and the
debate was adjourned.

The House adjourned at midnight.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Thursday, May 7, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

CLAIMS FOR SERVICES IN GETTING THE
RECIPROCITY

TREATY

On the question of the reception of the
petition of Thos. Rigney for the payment of
certain claims in connection with promoting
the Reciprocity Treaty,

Sir G. E. Cartier said that the view of the
Government was that money petitions, the
granting of which would affect the public
treasury, should not be received. Such peti-
tions should be presented to the Governor-
General, and the Government of the day was
bound to take notice of it. If any one interest-
ed in the petition should consider either that
Government were neglecting to act on it, or
were acting wrongly in not recommending to
the House a money vote to meet the require-
ments of the petition, then any member in
the House might move for the production of
the petition, and take such other action as
would bring on an issue between the petition-
er and the Government for refusing justice.

Mr. Mackenzie-By moving a vote of want
of confidence.

Sir G. E. Cartier-Yes.

Hon. J. H. Cameron, who had presented the
petition, said it seemed to him a roundabout
way of getting at the petition, to move for its
production after Government had neglected
or refused to act upon it.

Mr. Mackenzie said Mr. Holton expressed
satisfaction with the view taken by Govern-
ment.

Mr. Speaker stated that in all unprovided
cases the rules of the English House of
Commons governed the proceedings of this
House. By a rule of the House of Commons of
March 30th, 1866, it was ordered that the
House should receive no petition for money
from the public treasury which was not
recommended by message from the Crown.
He thought this rule should be adopted here,
and decided that the petition should not be
received.

BAGOT ELECTION

Messrs. Mills, Masson (Soulanges), Masson
(Terrebonne), Merritt, and Wood, Chairman,
were sworn at the Clerk's Table as a Com-
mittee to try the Bagot election.

THE FISHERIES

Mr. Fortin presented the 4th report of the
Committee on Maritime and Fluvial Fish-
eries, as follows: "Your Committee having
had under their consideration the question of
the Inspection of Fisheries in the inland wa-
ters of the Dominion, recommend and deem it
highly expedient that the inspection be con-
tinued, not only with a view to protect the
local trade, but also with a view to the
general interests accruing to the Dominion of
the extensive fisheries of the Gulf of St.
Lawrence, the lower part of the River St.
Lawrence, the waters of the Atlantic, and of
our great lakes, which may be seriously
affected by the destruction of fish spawning
in the several rivers of the Dominion.

THIRD READING

On motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald the
following Bills were severally read a third
time and passed:-Act for the better security
of the Crown and Government; Act respect-
ing offences relating to the Coin; Act respect-
ing forgery; Act respecting offences against
the person; Act respecting malicious injuries
to property; Act respecting larceny and other
similar offences; Act respecting the duties of
Justices of the Peace out of Sessions, in
regard to persons charged with indictable
offences; Act respecting the duties of Justices
of the Peace out of Sessions, in relation to
summary convictions; Act respecting riots
and riotous assemblies; Act respecting the
removal of persons in custody charged with
treason or felony in certain cases; Act to
amend an Act of the late Province of
Canada, 25th Vic., cap. 72, by declaring the
intention of the same, and confirming con-
veyances made by the Trust and Loan Com-
pany thereunder.
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

On motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald the
House went into Committee of the Whole on
the Bill respecting the Department of Justice.

The Bill was reported and was read a third
time and passed.

CHARGES AGAINST JUDGE LAFONTAINE

Mr. Wright moved the reception of a peti-
tion bringing certain charges against Judge
Lafontaine, and praying an investigation.

Hon. Mr. Holion said this petition was of
great length, and brought very grave charges.
He would suggest its postponement till to-
morrow, to give Government an opportunity
of looking into it.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin thought the House should
require that no petition against a Judge
should be received, unless it had endorsed
upon it that it had been served on the Judge.

Mr. Wright said he had presented the
Parliament of the late Province of Canada a
petition praying an investigation into certain
charges against Judge Lafontaine. The peti-
tion he now presented, and which was nu-
merously and responsibly signed, repeated
these charges and brought certain new
charges. When the petition had been present-
ed it was his intention to move its reference
to a Committee. If the charges were true,
Judge Lafontaine was unworthy to hold his
present office. If untrue, on the head of the
petitioners let the infamy rest.

Sir J. A. Macdonald suggested that the
petition should be printed, before the ques-
tion of its reception was put. It might be read
at length, but members could not so easily
follow it and retain its substance in their
minds as if they had it before them in
printed form.

Hon. Mr. Holton thought there was a grave
objection to the printing and virtual publica-
tion of the petition before its reception.

Sir John A. Macdonald said it might be
that the publication might be libellous. The
member who presented it would have to run
the risk of that on behalf of himself and the
petitioners.

Mr. Morris doubted the propriety of the
House allowing the printing of a petition as
to the propriety of receiving which they had
not decided.

Mr. Wright said he was prepared to take
the responsibility of substantiating the alle-
gations in the petition.

The petition was then seconded.

QUESTION OF FORTIFICATIONS

The House then resumed the adjourned
debate on Mr. Cartier's motion. That the
Speaker do now leave the Chair for the
House to go into Committee of the Whole to
consider certain resolutions to provide a sun
not exceeding 1,100,000 pounds sterling, to
defray the expenses of constructing works of
fortifications for the defence of Montreal and
other cities.

Mr. Mackenzie m.oved, in amendment, that
all words after "That" be struck out, and the
following inserted in lieu thereof:

The question of the erection of permanent works
of defence should forn a subject of enquiry by a
Special Commission or a Select Committee-first, as
to the necessity for and utility of such works, and
the relative share of burden thereof to be borne by
the Colonial and Imperial authorities respectively;
secondly, the system of defence deemed necessary,
the character of the works, their extent, locality
and cost; and that pending such enquiries and
report to Parliament, it is not expedient to vote
any sum of money for fortifications of the nature,
extent, utility and cost of which this House is
uninformed.

Mr. Mackenzie asked who moved the ad-
journment of the debate.

Sir J. A. Macdonald-I did.

Mr. Mackenzie-The House will be happy
to hear the honourable gentleman.

Sir J. A. Macdonald-They will prefer
hearing you.

Mr. Mackenzie said he was not much con-
cerned whether the Premier spoke or not.
The more the honourable gentleman and his
colleagues spoke on this subject the worse
they would make their case. (Hear, hear). In
resuming this debate, he (Mr. Mackenzie)
desired to approach the subject in its broad-
est aspect, and abstain from those sectional
feelings and prejudices to which the Minister
of Militia had alluded in his opening remarks.
The honourable gentleman seemed to have
taken it for granted that his (Mr. Mac-
kenzie's), threatened opposition to the resolu-
tions arose in a great measure from the
prejudices existing in the Province of Ontario
on account of the presumed location of the
works and the expenditure of the greater
portion of the money to be borrowed on
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works so actuated as to be less adapted for
protecting the Western and most wealthy
portion of the Dominion. He was quite sure
the honourable gentleman was not justified in
making such an accusation, although it was
true he (Mr. Mackenzie) had stated that the
view of the Military Engineers was that the
fortifications in the west should be confined
to facilitating not the defence of the country,
but merely the movements of the Imperial
troops, to get a secure position for them-
selves. That was a view which would not give
satisfaction to the Province of which he was
one of the representatives. He felt, however,
that the question of the defence of the coun-
try was one in which the interests of the
whole people were involved, and he was
disposed therefore to deal with it on the
broadest possible grounds, as affecting not
one section merely, but the whole community.
(Hear, hear). He regretted that the question
should have been brought before the House
for the first time at so late a period of the
session. Considering that they were now en-
tering the fifth month of session, and had
only now the resolutions placed before them
by which they were to borrow a sum of five
million dollars, for a purpose to which money
had never before been applied in this coun-
try, he thought they had reason to complain
that Government had not brought down these
resolutions sooner, in order that they might
not only have a more full discussion in this
House than it was possible to obtain now, but
also that they might have the benefit of that
discussion which would no doubt take place
in every part of the country, and the nature
of which would be developed in the press. It
seemed as if the Government had not brought
in their resolutions earlier because they were
afraid of an agitation which might be pro-
voked in opposition to their measure. He
thought in a matter of such very great impor-
tance it was absolutely necessary that we
should consider the political position we now
occupied. We were not now a small colony
embracing merely an insignificant fraction of
the population, of the empire. In point of
population, this Dominion was now by far the
largest British colony. We had now the only
Parliament on British territory except the
Imperial one. All the other Colonial legisla-
tive bodies were merely Provincial Legisla-
tures, which could not be supposed to have that
extensive interest in such matters which this
Parliament must be presumed to have. He
was not disposed therefore to discuss this
question as he might have done in a former

era of our history, but desired to take that
enlarged view of it which was suitable to our
position as an independent Legislature in
connection with the Imperial Parliament of
Great Britain. The Minister of Militia said he
did not think it necessary to enter into a
discussion as to the propriety or necessity for
works of this kind, but that he took it for
granted that when the Imperial authorities
declared such works to be necessary from
their point of view, all this Legislature had to
do was to act as nearly as possible in compli-
ance with the demands of the Imperial Leg-
islature. He (Mr. M.) denied that there was
any such necessity incumbent upon us. He
was not disposed to concede even to the
Imperial Parliament the right to enforce on
this Legislature the construction of such
works of defence for this country as they
might choose to deem necessary. In this mat-
ter, he conceived we had the same right as
was insisted on by the Imperial Parliament
itself in 1859, '60, '61 and '62, when it subject-
ed to the closest scrutiny the propositions
then made by the Imperial Government for
the coast defence of Great Britain. The
Government in that case felt it to be their
duty to bring down the most minute details
as to the works proposed to be erected. But
our Government merely informs us that the
Imperial officers declared certain works to be
necessary, and that all we had to do was to
vote the money for them. (Hear, hear). He
thought our duty was to take the same course
as had been taken in the Imperial Parlia-
ment, to investigate the necessity for the
works, and to ascertain all necessary details
as to their location, nature, extent, etc. But
the very first point to be ascertained was the
views of the Imperial Government as to the
extent or cooperation they required from this
country for its defence. Some time ago, a
commission was appointed by the Imperial
Government to examine this very subject,
composed of Messrs. Hamilton, Gorley, and
Elliot-the last named, he believed, being the
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies-
Messrs. Hamilton and Gorley agreed upon a
report.

Their colleague, Mr. Elliot, differed from
them to a certain extent. These gentlemen
stated their belief that the duty of the Im-
perial Government to defend their colonies
arose from the fact that any policy which
could produce war, must necessarily be an
Imperial policy, and that as the colonies
could have nothing to do with a declaration
of war, or with a cessation of war, the
Imperial Government was bound to exercise
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all its power in defence of the colonies, and
that, as a rule, the colonies themselves should
decide as to the nature and extent of contri-
bution they should make to their own de-
fence. Having quoted several passages to this
effect from the report made by the two
members of the Commission least favourable
to the colonies, Mr. Mackenzie read the re-
port of Mr. Elliot, who stated that the benefit
af the colonies to the mother country ought
also to be taken into consideration, and that
the question of defending the colonies was
essentially of Imperial interest. In illustra-
tion of this point Mr. Mackenzie quoted from
the trade returns to show that this Dominion,
in proportion to its population, traded with
Great Britain to a vastly larger extent than
he United States did, which was also in fact
in English speaking colony of Great Britain,
ilthough now politically independent of the
mother country, and that if Canada were
separated from the mo$per country and
joined to the United States, the commerce
and manufacturing interest of Great Britain
would suffer largely by the loss of our trade.
But while he urged these reasons why there
should be a Commission or Committee ap-
pointed by Government or Parliament to as-
certain the precise position in which we stood
to the mother country in regard to military
expenditure, he was not disposed for one
moment to take advantage of the argument
he had used in order to obtain more money
from the British people than would be fair for
such purpose. In order, however, to settle the
respective amounts which should be paid by
the mother country and by the colony, there
ought to be an inquiry by some competent
tribunal. There ought also to be information
as to how the money was to be expended.
If the Government policy should succeed,
if the House should adopt these resolutions,
which he could not believe they would, it
would be in the power of the Government to
expend five million dollars on works, as to
the nature and extent of which they had
given the House no information. The Minister
of Militia had argued that because the Aus-
trian Government had their Quadrilateral in
Italy, therefore, we should have our quad-
rilateral in Canada-the fortified angles of
which should be Montreal, Kingston, Toronto
and Hamilton-(laughter)-with possibly a
sergeant's guard at Paris, or London. He did
not feel competent to discuss military topics,
but he did think that such a quadrilateral
would bear very little comparison with the
original in Italy. We had already organized

iMr. Mackenzie (Lambton).]

the most extensive system of militia, in pro-
portion to our numbers, that prevailed in any
part of the British Empire, including the
mother country itself. We had now a force of
some 25,000 volunteers, tolerably well drilled,
if we were to credit the reports of the Ad-
jutant-General. In 1861 it was stated before
an English Commission that in all British
America we had but 10,000 volunteers, and
that our militia was merely a paper organiza-
tion. This was still to some extent true of the
militia, but we had at large expense trained a
body of officers, who were supposed to be
capable of heading our militia force, if it
should be unfortunately necessary to take
them into the field. And now, in addition to
all this, we were asked to enter on a system
of fortifications, the nature of which had only
been imperfectly shadowed forth by the
Minister of Militia. We had been told that it
was probable an entrenched camp would be
formed somewhere in the Western peninsula,
but that the works at the lake points would
be of a different kind.

Sir G. E. Cartier said he had stated that at
Montreal the fortification would consist of
earth works and a large entrenched camp.

Mr. Mackenzie said he had inferred from
the reports and from the honourable gentle-
man's own speech that other works besides
mere earth works and a camp were to be
constructed. Part of the works, it had been
stated, would be in the County of Vaudreuil,
extending thirty or forty miles beyond
Montreal; but however this might be, it was
well known that in Western Canada we had a
most difficult country to fortify in the sense
understood in Great Britain. The English de-
fence commission took the ground that it
would be quite impossible to fortify the
merely commercial harbours, and their works
had therefore been directed mainly to the
fortifications of the great naval arsenals and
dockyards. In these resolutions it was
proposed to fortify three of the lake ports in
Western Canada, only one which, Kingston
could be held to have any analogy to Dart-
mouth, Portsmouth, and Plymouth. Mr.
Mackenzie again pointed out that when the
English harbour fortifications were undertak-
en, the fullest details of the proposed works
were laid before Parliament, and contended
that it would be improper and unconstitu-
tional for this Parliament, without any such
details, to grant so large a sum to the Gov-
ernment to be expended by them in any way
they saw fit. He showed them, if we might
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judge from all past expense of works con-
structed under control of the Royal Engi-
neers, as he supposed these would be, the
expense would very far exceed the estimate,
and new demands for more money would be
made in each successive session. No one
could doubt that the works would cost the
country more than double what Government
asked at this moment. Moreover, his firm
conviction was that the defences to be erected
at Toronto and Hamilton would be utterly
useless. Colonel Jervois in his report did not
assume that these places could be defended in
the sense of what we called defence. He
merely considered that by having works at
certain places we would be able to hold them
for a time. Admitting that the rest of the
country would be occupied by the enemy, he
considered that in these places we would
have a nucleus around which, in certain
emergencies, the militia of the country might
congregate. But suppose these places were
held, what was to hinder the United States
from landing their troops at almost any point
along Lake Erie, at any point on the Detroit
River, on the Rivers Thames and Sydenham,
on the east shores of Lake Huron, or at any
point on the Georgian Bay from Owen
Sound to Collingwood? Where then would be
the use of maintaining works at Toronto or
Hamilton, if the whole country otherwise was
to be occupied by foreign troops. Mr.
Mackenzie went on to show that it would be
next to impossible in a time of war to get
gunboats up the St. Lawrence into Lake
Ontario along a route a great portion of
which would be commanded by the enemy,
and argued that the best measures we could
take for our defence were the maintenance of
a well drilled force of say 25,000 volunteers
to preserve internal order and be ready for
service in case of any sudden emergency and
a good militia organization under well trained
officers ready for service in the event of war.
He yielded to no man in loyalty or in wil-
lingness that our means or resources should
be employed in the defence even of Imperial
interest in this continent; but he objected to
our going into a recklessly extravagant sys-
tem of fortifications that would be productive
of no real good. He proceeded to discuss the
probabilities of war with the United States, and
showed that these were vastly less now than
they were supposed to be in 1862, 1863 and
1864, when the United States had an immense
army, and it was thought that the causes of
irritation then existing might lead to war
with Britain. When their own war was settled,

he showed that much more friendly feeling
existed, that the United States had disband-
ed their army, except what was required to
keep the South in subjection, and that their
experience of the difficulties of governing a
conquered country in the South would be to
deter them from trying a similar experiment
on their northern border. He argued that it
would be too great a burden on our resources,
not only to erect, but to maintain such fortifi-
cations as were now proposed, and referred to
the history of the American civil war to
show that impromptu earth works thrown
up in a few days had often proved more
effectual to stop an enemy's operation than
the most elaborate fortifications.

Mr. Cartwright agreed with the member
for Lambton that great deliberation was
necessary before entering into a scheme of
this kind. Undoubtedly the position of this
Dominion was a peculiar one as compared
with other Colonies of Great Britain. As to
the question at issue, he would simply say
that though he acquitted the honourable
member of desiring to sever the connection
with the mother country, yet if the honoura-
ble member had been specially retained by
advocates of Colonial disunion, he could not
have done much more towards such a brief.
The true tendency of some of the arguments
of the member for Lambton was to show that
the people of this country would be mad if
they neglected to provide a proper system of
defence. Again, the member for Lambton was
inconsistent in his course. A motion substan-
tially similar to the amendment now proposed
had, on a previous occasion, been placed in
the hands of the Speaker of the Province of
Canada, and in spite of an amendment
proposed by the member for Chateauguay,
that motion was voted down-the member
for Lambton voting among the nays. (Hear).

Mr. Mackenzie said he would give his rea-
sons for doing so very soon.

Hon. Mr. Holton said the member was
mistaken in saying he (Mr. Holton) had
moved the amendment alluded to.

Mr. Cartwright resumed. He thought it was
idle for them to conceal from themselves that
the United States was rather to be regarded
as a powerful and sullen rival than as a
friendly power. There were, he was sorry to
say, too many indications that this had been
the true attitude of our neighbours for years
past. Moreover, it was not to be supposed for
one moment that there was nothing which
would be likely to lead to a war between
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America and England. There was the sover-
eignty of the seas, which Americans dearly
prized, and would gladly win, and there were
many other things which might afford cause
for quarrel, and hence the necessity for this
country being forearmed. On a previous occa-
sion the member for Lambton spoke of the
proposed fortifications as works which would
be merely useful to enable British troops to
retreat. He (Mr. Cartwright) strongly objected
to such a statement. It was one which no fair
interpretation of the reports of the English
Engineers could possibly warrant. Again, the
member for Lambton stated that the one
shilling per head of our taxes was equal to
the eight shillings sterling per head of the
British taxpayer. It was an absurd statement.

Mr. Mackenzie explained that the honoura-
ble gentleman misinterpreted him. What he
(Mr. Mackenzie) said was that the average
ivealth here represented about $200 per head,
whereas in England it was nearly $1,200 per
head, so that if the people of the Dominion
expended 25¢, it was equal to $1.50 for the
people of England.

Mr. Cartwright said that the statement was
wrong at all events. If the honourable mem-
ber for Lambton took the trouble to carry out
his statements he would find the result to be
that the people of the Dominion actually paid
fifteen shillings per head as against fifty
shillings per head by the British taxpayer. To
ascertain the amount of taxation, and that
which could be borne by a people, reference
must be had to the average income of the
people of the two countries.

The House rose at 6 o'clock.

Afier the recess,

Mr. Cartwright continued. Honourable gen-
tlemen opposing this measure laid great
stress on the success which had been attend-
ed the people of the United States in extem-
porising armies and fortifications; but it was
a folly to say that they were extemporised
armies. The fact was it required four years
from the time they first called out their
forces until they had sufficient military in the
field. Even then it could not be called a
properly organized army, although there had
been an immense expenditure of energy,
time, skill and means to perfect it; and so it
was with fortifications. And as to the manner
in which previous Canadian Governments
had dealt with the defence of the country,
whatever honourable gentlemen opposite
might say to the contrary, it had been most

[Mr. Cartwright (Lennox).]

detrimental to the interests of the country.
He knew that in one small county in Canada
no less than a quarter of a million dollars had
been withdrawn by a few capitalists, in
consequence of the distrust created by the
action of the Government of 1862 in failing to
make proper arrangements for the defence of
the country. Looking at the necessities of the
position of the Dominion, he thought the
present position of the Imperial authorities
regarding defence most reasonable, and one
which it was highly desirable the Dominion
should accede to if honourable gentlemen
succeeded in carrying this measure, as he
hoped they would, he believed their course
was clear, and that was to insist on the
Imperial authorities taking a definite position
in regard to the defence of this portion of the
empire, and that there should be a plain
statement of the men and means to be con-
tributed to the defence of the Dominion. They
were not in the position of suitors to the
Imperial authorities, but inasmuch as the
people of the Dominion were willing to con-
tribute to the defence of this important sec-
tion of the empire, so the Imperial authorities
should in turn be specifie in setting forth
what they were willing to do in this matter of
defence.

Mr. Masson (Terrebonne), fully agreed with
the closing remarks of the previous speaker.
It was high time the tone alluded to should
be held towards the Imperial authorities.
There evidently was a misunderstanding be-
tween the Dominion Government and the
Imperial Government on the subject, and the
sooner it was cleared up the better-es-
pecially in view of the fact that the views of
Mr. Gladstone, probably the next Premier of
England, might soon prevail on the subject.
As to the fortifications, it was clear that all
Col. Jervois' report asked for the West was
the fortification of Kingston and Hamilton;
and if there were to be western fortifications,
why ask for more than was then recommend-
ed? He (Mr. Masson) would like to ask the
Government where were those western for-
tifications to be placed? It might be answered
he was a supporter of the Government and
ought to have confidence in them that they
would erect those fortifications in the right
places. But that was not a sufficient answer.
The Government ought to be specific in this
matter, and do as was done in England-state
distinctly where the fortifications were to be.
Why, in England even where the Government
had the money in their hands, they had been
compelled by Parliament to state where the
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proposed works were to be, and what would
be their cost. He believed the country needed
fortifications, but he wanted to know where
they were to be, and their probable cost,
before he voted for the measure. In the
meantime, he did not say he would vote for
the amendment, but he certainly would not
vote for the original motion without a more
explicit statement by the Government.

Dr. Parker said he was glad to hear a
supporter of the Government like the honou-
rable gentleman who had just spoken lay
down so clearly the sound constitutional prin-
ciple that the House should have full infor-
mation as to where and how this money was
to be applied, where the fortifications were to
be located, and what they were to consist of.
He thought the Government were bound to
meet the conditions which the honourable
gentleman had laid down. The member for
Lennox (Mr. Cartwright) had charged the
member for Lambton with taking the same
ground as was taken by Goldwin Smith and
others of his way of thinking in England. If
he (Dr. Parker) understood the argument of
his honourable friend, it was quite the oppos-
ite. Goldwin Smith contended that the colo-
nies were of no value to the Empire. The
position of the member for Lambton was that
they were highly important to the Empire,
adding not only to its political power, but to
its commercial greatness and wealth. (Hear,
hear). As an answer to the disparaging re-
marks made by Mr. Cartwright as to the
inefficiency of a militia as compared with a
regularly trained force. Dr. Parker read a
passage from a speech delivered in the
English flouse of Commons, in which it was
shown that some of the greatest victories on
record had been gained by militia men-that
Gen. Burgoyne's army had been driven out of
the United States by a comparatively un-
trained militia, and that of the troops that
won the battle of Waterloo, a large propor-
tion were raw levies. He held that where we
had a population animated by patriotic senti-
ments, extensive military drill was not so
material as it was regarded by the member
for Lennox. Coming to the question more
immediately before the House, Dr. Parker
said the Minister of Militia had introduced
these fortifications resolution in a powerful
speech, but his earnest appeal met no re-
sponse from the House, and when the honour-
able gentleman closed by saying that Gov-
ernment would not then proceed to take the
vote on them, it looked as if they were not
satisfied that the resolutions were of a nature

to command the support of the House. The
question was one on which the House was not
in a position to come to an intelligent judge-
ment without further information. The first
point to be determined was the utility of the
fortification as a means of defence, and how
was that question to be settled? We ought to
have the views of experienced military and
naval officers, and of engineers both civil and
military. We required also the opinion of
political economists acquainted with our re-
sources, as to our ability to erect and main-
tain such fortifications, and to defend them in
time of war. Then we should know what sort
of fortifications they were to be, whether they
were to be iron, earth works or stone, or if
they were to be of those materials combined.
Then we should know precisely what they
would cost, and what would be the cost of
maintaining and garrisoning them, of provid-
ing stores, and he for one as a member of this
house was not prepared to give his judgment
on the question submitted without having
this information before him. If it could be
demonstrated to his satisfaction that the
country could be made secure by an expendi-
ture of 5 or even 10 millions, he would
cheerfully vote it, but he would not consent
to vote even half a million if he had not
reasonable assurance that the country would
be benefited by the expenditure. To expend
money on useless fortifications that could not
be sustained in peace or defended in war
would be worse than folly. The Minister of
Militia had spoken as if secrecy were impor-
tant with regard to the nature of those for-
tifications. He looked on this plea as absurd.
In offensive warfare secrecy as to the plans
of the campaign might be preserved and
would be important. But as regarded a defen-
sive campaign it was impossible to maintain
the plan of defence or the nature of the
defensive works, concealed from the enemy.
Dr. Parker proceeded to ask what authority
Government had for saying that the Imperial
authorities would guarantee the fortifications
cost. He quoted from a speech of Mr. Ad-
derley, the Under-Secretary for the Colonies,
of 25th March, 1867, on the Intercolonial
Railway Guarantee Bill, saying that would be
the last guarantee that would be proposed to
Parliament, and that if proposed, it was the
last Parliament would be disposed to grant.
This was conclusive to his mind that no
guarantee was contemplated by the Imperial
Government at that time, and there was no
evidence of any offer of it on their part since.
Even if Government had promised such a
guarantee it was exceedingly unlikely that
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the Imperial Parliament would ratify it. He
then said we were asked to vote this million
and a half dollars on the authority of the
report of Colonel Jervois. He stated that this
was one of the gentlemen who had been
charged in the English House of Commons as
mainly responsible for misleading the English
Parliament with regard to the fortifications
scheme in 1860, which, after costing a great
deal of money, had been abandoned. He said
the hurried visit paid by Colonel Jervois to
this country-as he left Liverpool in Sep-
tember and returned in November-could not
have enabled him to prepare any trustworthy
report on the works necessary for the defence
of Canada, and that even if the report had
been carefully made, its value was destroyed
by the subsequent experiments at Sheer-
buryness, which proved that the system of
fortification then in vogue was worthless. In
any case, he protested against our having to
incur an enormous expenditure for a system
of fortifications based on the report of a
single officer of the engineers. The Minister
of Militia said we should look to the example
of other countries. Complying with this invi-
tation, Dr. Parker proceeded at some length
to examine the aspect of the fortifications
questions as they presented themselves in
France, Belgium, Russia, the United States,
and England. He referred to the Paris for-
tifications, costing $28,000,000, and those of
Cherbourg, costing over $40,000,000, which
were now found to be useless. Cherbourg had
been thought to be impregnable, but from the
increased range and destructive power of
missiles it was now found that the vast sum
spent in strengthening it had been thrown
away. The Cronstadt fortifications cost over
$10,000,00 but would, like Sweaborg, have
been destroyed by Napier but for the barrier
sunk at the entrance of the harbour. As
regarded the United States, he referred at
considerable detail to the military operations
during the late war, to show the comparative
uselessness of fortifications. The Minister of
Militia had given England a wide berth in
discussing the question of fortifications. The
Parliament did not procure untiI after
ample inquiry and after being put in posses-
sion of the fullest details. Yet the system thus
adopted was a failure. He contended we had
not the means as England has to waste in
experiments or failures. In the 15 years up to
1862, England spent 293 million pounds ster-
ling on her navy, and at the end of that time
Sir John Pakington, when First Lord of the
Admiralty, decided that the navy of England

[Dr. Parker (Welington Centre).]

was useless. The fortifications commenced in
England in 1861 had cost to the beginning of
last year seven millions sterling, and at that
time not a gun had been mounted and the
works were abandoned as useless. The lesson
therefore he would draw from the experience
of other countries was that we might exhaust
our resources of country in erecting fortifica-
tions only to find them useless even before
completed. Dr. Parker then adverted to the
question-could we hold them if built? and
pointed out that in time of peace they would
be a constant subject of anxiety and solici-
tude. If we had them at this time, we would
be troubled about the designs the Fenians
might have upon them. He then inquired as
to the use they would be in time of war, and
argued that, instead of their defending our
homes, our wives and children, our mills,
railroads, barns and herds, they would offer
them up as sacrifices to the insane folly of
this scheme. He then proceeded to trace the
history of the defence made in Canada, and
said it was chiefly based on an irrational
subserviency to whoever, for the time being,
happened to occupy the Colonial Office. He
went on to advocate the settlement of the
proportion of expense to be borne by the
Dominion and the Empire in the matter of
defence, and argued that there could be no
reduction of the milita force if these fortifica-
tions were constructed, although the Gov-
ernment asserted there might be such a re-
duction. As to the cost, no one for a moment
believed it would be only what it was stated.
It would far exceed the $5,000,000. In addition,
these fortifications had to be maintained at
considerable cost. There were also stores and
equipments to be found for them, and all this
cast expense must be added to the present
frightful debt of the Dominion, which he
gave details to show would be increased this
year by $30,000,000. This, with the amount
for the purchase of the North-West, and the
expenditure on the other schemes before the
Government, would swell our debt to a
frightful sum, increasing annually burdens on
the people by nearly 24 millions. With the
exception of the opening up of the North-
West, these schemes formed part of a reckless
system of extravagance which the Dominion
could not sustain, and which he hoped to see
put an end to. He would vote for the amend-
ment of the honourable member for Lambton.

Hon. Colonel Gray, alluding to the state-
ment of the previous speaker, that the Im-
perial Government would refuse their guar-
antees, pointed out that in that case no
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burden would be imposed on the country. By
using this argument, the honourable gentle-
man had, therefore, cut the ground from
under his own feet. As to the question of
fortifications, it was absurd to presume that
the minute a difficulty took place the whole
of the troops were to run into their forts and
leave the country exposed. No such thing
would happen. These forts would be mere
rallying points, and would be used only as a
last resort in case all their troops would be
driven in. It had been argued that even if the
forts were created say at Toronto and Ham-
ilton, an enemy might land on the shore
between these two places, or anywhere along
its line of coast out in the immediate neigh-
bourhood of the forts. But did any one with
military knowledge imagine that in the event
of war, England or the Dominion would be
without vessels of observation on the lakes,
and did honourable gentlemen imagine it to
be so easy under such circumstances for an
enemy to reconnoitre and land troops, stores,
and ammunition at points along the coast?
Again, it had been advanced that although
the people of England paid six times as much
per head for the support of the army and
navy as did the Dominion, that the latter
were in proportion to their resources much
more heavily taxed? That was a fallacy, and
it was important that the people of this
country should not imbibe the untenable and
unsound notion that they were more heavily
taxed than other people. They really were
not. The fact was that the burdens borne by
Canadians were far less than those sustained
by the inhabitants of Massachusetts or New
York. As to the proposition of the honourable
member for Lambton that a special Com-
mittee should be appointed, it was one which
was not practical, and would lead to no result
beyond quietly shelving the question for a
reason. After all, however, his belief was that
the true strength of the people lay in the
feelings of loyalty and enlightenment which
actuated, and he trusted ever would actuate
the inhabitants of the Dominion. (Hear, hear).
The expenditure asked for by the Govern-
ment was one which was little enough for the
accomplishment of the great end to be at-
tained.

Hon. Mr. Holion would not speak at length,
believing that the able arguments of the
members for Wellington and Lambton re-
mained unanswered. He (Mr. Holton) only
rose to disabuse the mind of the Minister of
Militia of the impression that he (Mr. Holton)
was afraid to back up his vote by his speech.
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He was not in the habit of boasting of his
achievements; he was not a great militia
authority (laughter); but respecting the meas-
ure before the House, it was a curious and
striking coincidence that it should not have
been brought forward until the honourable
gentleman had been in receipt of a very
distinguished mark of honour from the Im-
perial authorities. Smarting under a sense of
wrong, slightly personal perhaps, the Minister
of Militia could not see his way clearly to
fulfil what he so strongly urged as an obliga-
tion of the country to the empire, until that
empire had fulfilled its obligations to him.
(Loud laughter and cheers). As to the matter
of defence, he regarded the proposed system
of fortifications as useless. If the country
were attacked, they must do the best they
could; but for one, he had not the slightest
fear of the result of such a struggle. As to the
apportionment of expenses, he did not see
how that could be done beforehand. If the
Dominion were to be made the theatre of
war, then the inhabitants thereof would un-
doubtedly contribute far more to the ex-
penses of the war than they would be asked
to do in any prior arrangements. He strongly
objected to being asked to embark as respect-
ed the matter of fortifications, in an unknown
sea, such as they were asked to do. Again,
honourable gentlemen opposite could not pre-
tend there was the slightest possibility of an
Imperial Act of Guarantee being passed this
session.

Sir John A. Macdonald said there was a
possibility.

Hon. Mr. Holton did not think it. The
Government at present in power were in the
midst of a crisis, and little could be expected
from them. The expected successors were
pledged against allowing any such guarantee,
very clearly and decidedly. It had been said,
if there were no guarantee there would be no
burden; but what then became of the necessi-
ty for the defences? The objection which the
Opposition took in limine was to a lump sum.
No case whatever had been made out for the
proposition in its present stage, unless Gov-
ernment took the ground that the Parliament
of the Dominion were not fit to be entrusted
with such information on this matter dared
not be well held from the representatives of
the people in England.

Hon. Mr. Galt expressed confidence that
the Imperial Governiment had no intention ta
depart from engagements entered into. He
did not think it possible for the Dominion
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Government to take any other steps than
these it was now taking, and argued that the
House had every check in its power, as
accounts of expenditure would have to be
brought down yearly, and Parliament has the
power at any time to assert them, just as the
Imperial Parliament has with regard to the
coast defences of England. Desiring to main-
tain connection with England, we must ex-
pect the conditions on which she deems it
desirable to maintain that connection. She
requires that we must aid in our own de-
fence, and she tells us that that defence
cannot be secured without an organized mi-
litia. It was generally assumed in England
that Canada would be a source of loss and a
burden to the Empire in case of war. He
believed the contrary. He did think a time
would come in the history of the Dominion
when it would be independent of Great
Britain. That he conceived to be inevitable.
He hoped it would not be in his day. What,
then, should their policy be under such cir-
cumstances? If the policy of the member for
Chateauguay were carried out, the inevitable
result must be annexation to the United
States. That he trusted would never be, and
in order to avert it, in view of probable
separation from the Mother Country, then
their legislation should be such as to prepare
themselves for a future state of national
existence. While the inhabitants of the Do-
minion were yet young and required protec-
tion, the Mother Country extended her shield
for their protection. But, in the meantime, it
was obviously the duty of the people of the
Dominion to protect themselves from having
no choice in the future but that of annexa-
tion. He was resolved to vote for the Gov-
ernment proposition, believing it to be a step
in the direction he had indicated; and in view
of the great interests of the country, he
trusted the Government would receive that
support to which their present wise and far-
sighted policy entitled them. (Cheers).

Hon. Mr. Johnson said it had been stated
that this measure was the result of a bargain
with the Imperial Government. But who
made the bargain? It was a bargain he, for
one, could not ratify, and he hoped the House
would not in the absence of full explanations.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau said that the honoura-
ble member for Sherbrooke threw a new
light upon the whole discussion, passing from
the present he looked over the future of
Canada, and while saying that our connection
with England would not be perpetual, he
could not but hope that the severance of that

[Mr. Galt (Sherbrooke).]

connection would not be within his own day.
The member for Sherbrooke saw the two
alternatives for Canada, either its independ-
ence or its annexation to the United States;
but he (Mr. Chauveau) could say the French
race would be the last people in the country
to desire annexation. Their numerical inferi-
ority to the other people in this country made
them look to the connection with England as
one of the great guarantees to themselves.
While the people of the Dominion were over-
shadowed by their great neighbours, who
invited to their shores all the fillibusters,
Fenians, and bandits in the world, it was of
the highest importance the Dominion should
affirm its national existence by such prepara-
tions as would guarantee the peace of the
country. The people of the Dominion were
building their fortifications and preparing
their movements not for the Empire itself,
but for the future of the Dominion, and for
their own prosperity.

Hon. Mr. Connell advocated the amendment
at much length. He had, in common with his
constituents, every desire to see the Dominion
flourish; but he found unfortunately that ev-
ery step they took plunged them deeper in
debt and difficulty, and it was not to be
wondered at under the circumstances that the
people of New Brunswick should be res-
tive-should feel wronged. The truth was
they had been greatly deceived in alnost
every possible way. Instead of finding
Confederation a benefit, they found that un-
der it the taxation was not only greater, but
of a kind such as they had never been
accustomed to. In almost every step the pres-
ent Administration had gone counter to the
well defined views and feelings of the people
of New Brunswick. Instead of endeavouring
to conciliate that section, the very reverse
course had been systematically adopted. First
of all, the partizans of the Ministry cozened
the people into believing the Dominion debt
was not within 50 per cent of its present
dimensions. Then the most unsatisfactory and
unheard of tariff had been imposed; and,
lastly, when the Government sought to apply
a remedy, their efforts were equally unfortu-
nate, and except in the single item of bread-
stuffs, had heightened rather than diminished
the evils complained of. Was it any wonder
that complaints of injustice were becoming
loud and frequent from Nova Scotia? Was it
any wonder that his constituents were con-
stantly writing to him expressing bitter
disappointment at the fruits of Confedera-
tion? He had in his hand a letter from an
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influential inhabitant of New Brunswick, a
gentleman well known to the Minister of
Customs, who complained bitterly that the
leaders of the Dominion Parliament were
conniving to make and work, and do appar-
ently their utmost to thwart the wishes of the
Maritime Provinces. He, for one, had steadily
opposed and would continue to oppose such
measures. With reference to the matter
before the House, while concurring in the
idea that the country should not be left
defenceless, he had no idea of voting a huge
lump sum such as now called for by Minis-
ters until they vouchsafed full information in
regard to the fortification they proposed to
erect. He would, therefore, vote for the
amendment, believing it to be in accordance
with Parliamentary practice, believing it to
be in accordance with English practice, and
believing it would afford the representatives
of the people an opportunity of voting with
full knowledge of the circumstances. He
trusted, too, that in this view the majority of
the House would concur. They might depend
on it the people of New Brunswick would
demand full information on the subject.
(Hear, hear). He believed the Confederacy
could be made a success. If it were f airly
worked out, that would undoubtedly be the
result; but if the course pursued since the
opening of Parliament were persisted in, they
might depend on it the Confederation would
not prove a success in any of the Provinces.
Very little, he regretted to say, was now
heard of the great measure for the opening
up of the North-West territory; yet that was
a measure from which much was justly ex-
pected. Then the canals were to be deepened
in the west, and preparations made for devel-
oping the country generally, but what had
been done in any of these directions? What
had been effected in the way of developing
the resources of the country? Where was the
item in the estimates to show the Govern-
ment were fulfilling their promise in en-
deavouring to add to the population and
wealth of the Dominion? He could not but
raise his voice then, as before, against a
system which he feared was ruining the pros-
pects of one of the fairest portions of Her
Majesty's Dominion. (Cheers).

Mr. Tremblay, in French, opposed the
Government scheme as being indefinite and
unsatisfactory in the extreme.

Mr. O'Connor admitted that the question of
incurring great expenditure for fortifications
was one which should be gravely considered,
but he took it for granted that the Govern-
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ment had gravely considered it. He looked on
this as part of the Confederation scheme
which they were bound to carry out, like
every other part of that scheme.

Mr. James Bea±y would consider himself
criminal as a British subject if he gave a
silent vote on this question. The amendment
he regarded as a direct attack on responsible
Government. (Laughter). It was an insinua-
tion that those who supported it had no
confidence in the Government. A great deal
had been said about the good feeling of the
people of the United States. Why, we had
seen even the women among them, who
ought to have the milk of human kindness in
their breasts-(laughter)-waving their hand-
kerchiefs and cheering the robbers and mur-
derers who were departing from one of their
cies to attack us and take our lives. They
were very anxious to see us separated from
Great Britain. We could see by their acts in
the past that we could not depend on them,
and we would be acting foolishly if we did
not take measures to defend our lives and our
property. If we were not prepared to tax
ourselves for such a purpose we could not
expect to prosper.

Sir G. E. Cartier said although the hour
was late (half-past one o'clock) he must say a
few words in reply to the members for
Lambton, Centre Wellington and
Chateauguay. He proceeded to charge the
member for Lambton with inconsistency, be-
cause in 1865 he had voted against an amend-
ment similar to his own, then moved by Mr.
Dorion to a motion for militia and defence
expenditure. He said the amendment was not
correct in point of fact, for he had stated
what were the localities which it was
proposed to fortify. The member for Lambton
had not treated him fairly in saying that he
had kept this measure back till the close of
the session. He (Mr. Cartier) had introduced
his militia Bill on the 31st of March. On the
21st of April, it was read a second time, and
he then stated the views of Governments as
to fortifications. He went on to contend that
the present scheme was the fulfilment of the
arrangement entered into with the British
Government by himself, Sir John A. Mac-
donald, Hon. George Brown and A. T. Galt,
who entering into that arrangement carried
out the votes previously given in the Par-
liament of the late Province of Canada. He
was sure if Mr. Brown was now in the House
he would discountenance the amendment
moved by the member for Lambton. (Cries of
"No, no.")
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. Mr. Mackenzie replied briefly amid cries of
"Divide." While admitting that this country
ought to contribute to the defence of the
Dominion, he was not at all prepared to go
the length of accepting the Government
proposition, which called for a lump sum, and
gave no information as to its expenditure. He
maintained that the Minister of Militia made
a most absurd statement in pretending that
the arrangement of four Canadian Ministers
in England, two years before Confederation
could bind the Maritime Provinces. A more
absurd statement than that of the Minister of
Militia it would be difficult to conceive.

Sir J. A. Macdonald reminded the House of
the decision previously come to as to adher-
ence to the strict rules of debate, which the
member for Lambton had insisted on violat-
ing, to the extent even of threatening that if
he could not obtain his opportunity by fair
mearis he would secure it by foul. He had
then in controversion of order and arrange-
ment used the occasion he had exhorted to
rôpeat his old arguments, and rehearse his
former speech. Referring to Mr. Mackenzie's
assertion that the motion of 1865, for which
he had voted, was but a diplomatic move
intended for the deception of the English
people, he indignantly repudiated the state-
ment, which, if true, would convict the mem-
ber for Lambton as party to a fraud. The
honourable Premier, amid cheers, proceeded
to read the report of Mr. Mackenzie's speech
on that occasion, in which he had protested
his confidence in the then Government. On
behalf of that Government he utterly denied
any imputation of such base and degraded
conduct as was implied in the accusation that
they had desired to swindle the people or
Government of England. (Loud cheers).

Hon. Mr. Gali (amid much applause) read
from the report of the debate referred to, his
own declaration, that the money for which
appropriation was sought should be held ab-
solutely at the disposal of the Government
for the purposes indicated.

. Hon. Mr. Dorion having defended Mr.
Mackenzie's position, and Hon. Mr. Johnson
having-several times attempted to speak, and
each time being ruled out of order.

Mr. McDonald, (Antigonish), who had
heard for the first time, of the old Canadian
$1,000,000 vote, thought that this share of the
total $5,000,000 should be borne exclusively
by Ontario and Quebec, in addition to their
proportion of the remaining $4,000,000.

Mr. Meicalfe inquired of the Minister of
Militia how much was to be spent in fortifica-
tion at Toronto and Kingston? At Montreal
the amount was to be 440,000 pounds sterling.

Sir G. E. Cartier replied that the greater
portion would have to be spent at Kingston
and the balance at the other places.

Mr. Metcalfe could not understand how it
was Government could be so positive in re-
gard to the expenditure in Montreal, while
they could not tell the expenditure in Toronto
and Hamilton. (Cries of "Call in the mem-
bers.")

Mr. Rymal thought it strange the Minister
of Militia could not answer the question.
(Cries of "Call in the members.")

Sir G. E. Cartier merely repeated his former
answer.

The House then divided on the amendment
moved by Mr. Mackenzie, which was lost
-Yeas, 51; Nays, 102.

Yeas-Anglin, Bechard, Bodwell, Bourassa,
Burpee, Cameron (Huron), Cameron (In-
verness), Cheval, Coffin, Connell, Coupal,
Croke, Dorion, Ferris, Forbes, Fortier,
Geoffrion, Godin, Holton, Johnson, Jones
(Halifax), Kempt, Kierzkowski, McDonald
(Glengarry), McDonald (Antigonish), Mac-
kenzie, McConkey, McClellan, McMonies,
Metcalfe, Mills, Morison, Oliver, Paquet
Parker, Power, Pozer, Redford, Ross (Vic-
toria, N.B.), Rymal, Savary, Scatcherd,
Senecal, Snider, Stirton, Thompson (Ontario),
Tremblay, Wells, White and Young-51.

Nays-Messrs. Archambeault, Ault, Beaty,
Beaubien, Bellerose, Benoit, Bertrand,
Blanchet, Bowell, Bown, Brousseau, Brown,
Burton, Caldwell, Cameron (Peel), Campbell,
Carling, Cartier, Caron, Cartwright, Cayley,
Chamberlin, Chauveau, Cimon, Costigan,
Crawford (Brockville), Crawford (Leeds), Cur-
rier, DeNiverville, Desaulner, Dobbie, Drew,
Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferguson, Fisher, Fortin,
Galt, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, Gibbs,
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Grant, Gray, Grover, Holmes, Howland,
Huot, Hurdon, Irvine, Jackson, Keeler, Kirk-
patrick, Langevin, Langlois, Lapum, Lawson,
Little, Macdonald (Sir J. A.), McDonald
(Middlesex), Macfarlane, Magill, Masson
(Soulanges), Masson (Terrebonne), McCarthy,
McDougall, McGreevey, McKeagney, McMil-
lan, Merritt, Morris, Morrison (Niagara),
Munro, O'Connor, Perry, Pinsonneault, Pope,
Pouliot, Rankin, Read, Renaud, Robitaille,
Rose, Ross (Champlain), Ross (Dundas), Ross

(P.E.), Ryan (Kings, N.B.), Ryan (Montreal
West), Shanly, Simard, Simpson, Stephenson,
Thompson (Haldimand), Tilley, Wallace,
Walsh, Webb, Whitehead, Wilson, Wood,
Workman and Wright-102.

The House then went into Committee-CoL
Gray in the Chair.

The resolution was passed, and the report
ordered to be received on Monday.

The House adjourned at 3 o'clock.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, May 8, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

PETITION AGAINST JUDGE DRUMMOND

Mr. Chamberlin moved the reception of a
petition from Mr. J. K. Ramsay, praying for
the impeachment of Judge Drummond:

Mr. Speaker said it would be understood
that pending the question of its reception, the
publication of the petition could not be al-
lowed.

Hon. Mr. Holton said he had been surprised
to, see in a Montreal newspaper, under the
telegraphic head, the leading allegations in
this petition. He thought it was the duty of
the Speaker to ascertain through what means
the correspondent of that paper obtained
communication of the contents of the petition.

Mr. Chamberlin said he would be happy to
promote such an investigation. Me knew
nothing of the matter himself.

Mr. Morris said this was a very important
petition, and in the absence of the Minister of
Justice, he thought the question of its recep-
tion should lie over till another day.

This suggestion was agreed to.

BAGOT ELECTION COMMITTEE

Hon. Mr. Wood moved that leave be grant-
ed to the Bagot Election Committee to ad-
journ till the 22nd inst. Carried.

PROROGATION OF PARLIAMENT

Hon. Mr* Holion, before the orders of the
day were called, wished to make a suggestion
to Government. The session had been pro-
longed into the business season of the year,
and there was now a general anxiety to bring
it to a close at the earliest possible moment
consistent with the proper discharge of the
duties devolving on the House. The hope was
expressed from the Treasury Benches a few
days ago, that the state of public business
might admit of prorogation by the 15th May.
He supposed this could now hardly be ex-
pected, but he thought they might expedite
the prorogation so as to take place very soon

after that date. If the suggestion he now
made was adopted by Government, three or
four hours to-morrow should be devoted to
advancing Government measures.

Sir G. E. Cartier said the Government had
arrangements about their business elsewhere
to-morrow, which would not allow then to
accept this suggestion. It was their intention,
however, to move with the view of bringing
the session to an early close, that after
Monday next there be three sittings each day,
from 11 to 2, from 4 to 6, and half-past seven
till adjournment.

RATE OF INTEREST QUESTION

Hon. Mr. Rose begged to state the course
the Government had intended to take with
reference to the rate of interest on money. As
the House was aware that there was on this
subject very considerable difference of opin-
ion throughout the country, and of the state
of the law in the various Provinces of the
Dominion. In Quebec and Ontario al con-
tracts relating to interest between individuals
were free, but there were restrictions as
regarded banks and certain corporations. In
Nova Scotia the legal rate was 6 per cent.
Individuals could not stipulate for or receive a
greater rate. If they did so they were subject
to the old penalties formerly in force in
Canada. But the banks in Nova Scotia under
the Bill of the former part of the session
might stipulate for and exact 7 per cent.
There existed, therefore, this anomaly, that
banks could charge a higher rate than in-
dividuals could legally stipulate for. In New
Brunswick both banks and individuals were
limited to 7 per cent. He need not say what
his own individual opinions as to usury laws
were. He thought with many others that the
fewer restrictions we had on money, the
better, and that the rate should be regulated
by demand and supply. But he was not
insensible to the fact that there was great
difference of opinion on the subject. He
would now explain the course which the
Government, under existing circumstances,
thought most expedient to take. They were
aware a strong feeling existed in Nova Scotia
on the subject; they were told by many
gentlemen whose views were entitled to
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respect, that the result of allowing
higher rates than six per cent, would be to
cause a good deal of irritation among the
rural population of that Province. They were
not insensible to the importance of that con-
sideration at the present moment, and
thought it undesirable for the House to do
anything to cause political irritation just now
among the inhabitants of Nova Scotia. At the
same time the anomaly existing there was of
such a nature that it ought not to be pro-
longed. Then, as regarded Quebec and On-
tario, it was well known that in certain rural
districts most exorbitant rates were exacted,
from 10 as high, he believed, as 40 per cent.
Such a condition of things, no doubt, pressed
with very considerable severity on a large
class of the community. The Government
therefore proposed to take such a course,
while it would not secure uniformity
throughout the Dominion, would yet meet the
varied interests and views of the different
sections of the country. It was proposed, as
regarded Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
that, individuals should be on the same foot-
ing as banks, and be allowed to stipulate for
and receive 7 per cent. As regarded Ontario
and Quebec, it was proposed to allow all
mercantile transactions to remain as now,
free and unlimited; but, as regarded loans on
security of real estate, it was proposed to
provide that no greater rate of interest than
eight per cent should be receivable. Mr. Rose
concluded by reading a resolution to the
effect he had stated and gave notice he would
move it on a future day.

Mr. McConkey-Will the restriction apply
to building societies?

Hon. Mr. Rose said it was not proposed to
interfere with building societies or other cor-
porations having now special privileges.

ALIENS AND NATURALIZATION

On motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald the Bill
respecting aliens and naturalization was re-
ferred back to Committee of the Whole.

Messrs. Mackenzie, Cameron, Mills and
Dunkin, advocated a change in the measure,
settling this naturalization question once and
forever. Negotiations between the Govern-
ment of the Dominion and the Empire ought,
it was contended, to be opened in order to
bring about this settling. In the Provinces
there were at present a considerable number
of American and other persons considered as
naturalized, and it was only just that they

[Mr. Rose (Huntingdon).]

should be fully naturalized. At present, ac-
cording to American laws, these persons were
regarded as continuing to be American citi-
zens, and, by reason of acts done by British
subjects, or their own acts as British subjects,
these persons so considered naturalized, were
liable, if on the other side of the line, to the
heaviest pains and penalties, while the Do-
minion, in whose service they might be at the
time, would be powerless to assist them.

Mr. Young thoughi the present law decidedly
defective in the particulars mentioned, and
trusted that a remedy would be applied. The
difficulties in the way of naturalization ought
to be made as few as possible, but this Act
put difficulties in the way which were not
experienced before. Under it a person had to
go before a County Judge to take the oaths.
He (Mr. Young) did not see the necessity for
that. The old law under which a person was
permitted to go before a magistrate and take
the oaths was better. It was self-evident that
the simpler the law was made the better. He
would not therefore urge anything at length
regarding these points.

Sir John A. Macdonald said that it was
obvious they could not extend their privileges
of naturalization beyond their own boundary.
The Government had given the largest meas-
ure of naturalization they could. They did not
limit the naturalization of the alien to the
bounds of the Dominion, though that of
course would be the effect of the law, but
there had been no limitation by express
words. On a former occasion he (Sir J. A.
Macdonald) with Sir G. E. Cartier and the
Hon. Mr. Brown, had pressed this naturaliza-
tion matter on the Imperial authorities; but
the difficulties in the way were so great that
they did not succeed.

Mr. Mackenzie said that the present law
would certainly entail great inconvenience in
large counties in the West, such as Huron,
Lambton and Bruce, where persons would
have to travel a great distance in order to get
a proper certificate at the Quarter Sessions.
Besides there were several points connected
with naturalization which required to be
cleared up, but which were not touched by
the Bill before the House.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau advocated such a law
as would make British subjects in Canada
British subjects all the world over, and re-
garding the present Bill as the nearest ap-
proach which could be yet made towards this
consummation, he would vote for it.
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Hon. Mr. Johnson asked why did they want
naturalization? Did they want any number of
Fenians who were no better than wild beasts
to crowd in here?

Sir John A. Macdonald ultimately moved
that the Order for the third reading be dis-
charged, and that the House resolve itself
into Committee on the Bill with the view of
amending it. Carried.

The House went into Committee and
amended the Bill. The amendments were read
a first and second time and the Bill passed.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY AGAIN
Hon. Mr. Rose moved that the House again

go into Committee of Supply on the estimates
for 1868-69.

Hon. Mr. Holton asked if it was the inten-
tion to go on with the items relating to the
proposed new militia staff. These officers had
not yet been created, and it would be ir-
regular and inconvenient to vote the supplies
for a service, the expediency of which had
not yet been afflrmed. If these items were
postponed until the resolutions connected
with the militia Bill were passed, it would
perhaps save a double discussion.

Sir John A. Macdonald said this course
would be inconvenient. Supposing the militia
resolutions did not pass, then these estimates
would be useless.

Sir G. E. Cartier said he would not move
concurrence in these items unless the militia
resolutions passed.

The House then went into Committee and
passed the following items-militia and gun
boats, from item 44 to 45.

The next four items were said to be ex-
traordinary by the Minister of Militia, es-
pecially barrack accommodations, rents, etc.,
$800,000. This item he said must be reduced
to a better understanding with the Imperial
Government. The remaining items under this
head passed, also pensions, $17,225.22.

On the item stock, Western extension,
European and North American Railroad,
$120,000.

Mr. D. A. McDonald called for more infor-
mation. It was an enormous sum.

Hon. Mr. Holton said that a former debate
showed Nova Scotia to be already one million
and a quarter dollars ahead of her allowance
under the Union Act, and New Brunswick
was three-quarters of a million ahead. Be-
sides he might add, in the old Province of
Canada they were never called on to vote
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such tremendous sums, in sso magnificent a
way as here proposed. Let the mernbers for
New Brunswick who were always probing
matters and insisting on economy see to it
that in this instance the House was not being
asked to be too trustful, if not extravagant.
For his own part he knew nothing about the
figures.

Mr. Savary said it was true the debts of the
Maritime Provinces exceeded what they were
allowed to enter the Union with; but Quebec
and Ontario were in the same position.

The House rose at six o'clock.

Afler Recess,

VARIOUS BILLS ADVANCED A STAGE
The following Bills were read a second

time, considered in CommIttee of the Whole
and reported:-Bill to incorporate the Mer-
chants' Express Company of the Dominion of
Canada, as amended by the Committee on
Banking and Commerce-Mr. A. Morrison;
Bill to incorporate the Canada Shipping
Company, as amended by the Committee on
Banking and Commerce-Mr. Workman; Bill
to incorporate the Bank of Agriculture, as
amended by the Committee on Banking and
Commerce-Mr. White.

The following Bills were read a second
time, passed through Committee, read a third
time and passed:-Bill to confirrm a certain
by-law passed by the Directors of the Lake
Memphremagog Navigation Company, and
amended by the Committee on Banking and
Commerce-Mr. Colby; Bill to amend the
Acts relating to the Niagara District
Bank-Mr. Street.

INTERNAL ECONOMY OF THE HOUSE

Sir J. A. Macdonald introduced a Bill
relating to the internal economy of the House
of Commons.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

The House again went into Committee of
Supply.

On the item relating to subsidies to N.B.
Railways,

Hon. Mr. Holiton asked information, and
urged the necessity of proper precautions,
lest, after the subsidies had been expended,
the Companies should be unable to fulfil their
obligations and the works should fall in an
unfinished state on the hands of the Do-
minion Government.

After some remarks by Hon. Mr. Fisher,
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Hon. Mr. Rose explained the arrangements
under which New Brunswick before the
Union had granted a subsidy of $10,000 a
mile to certain railroads as a free gift, and, in
addition, took shares in the Western Exten-
sion road to the amount of $300,000. The
payments made by this Government, in fulfil-
ment of these arrangements, went to make up
the debt of seven millions, with which New
Brunswick was entitled to come into the
Union-her actual debt on lst July last hav-
ing been only $5,500,000. The utmost precau-
tions were being taken to see that the money
was properly expended, in order to avoid the
eventuality alluded to by the member for
Chateauguay. The Government required a
certificate from the engineer, designated in
the local Act of Parliament, as the person
who had to certify the progress estimates.
They required also a statement from the
Local Government, that the money was re-
quired, and, finally, they required also a
certificate of their own engineer of Public
Works, who had to examine the progress,
estimates, and see that the work was being
done according to the Act of Parliament.

Hon. Mr. Holton referred to the history of
the Grand Trunk, and said that one fine day,
after having spent a great deal of money, we
learned that we had to add 900,000 pounds
sterling more under penalty of losing the
benefit of all that had been previously ex-
pended. He hoped we might not have a
similar experience in the present instance. In
that case the loss would be ours, not New
Brunswick's-for under the Union Act all
railway properties, debts, etc., etc., became
the property of the Dominion Government.

Hon. Mr. Rose made some remarks in ref-
erence to this point which were inaudible in
the gallery, and repeated that the utmost
vigilance was being exercised by the Do-
minion Government. He then stated as re-
garded the Nova Scotia Railway, that from
Windsor to Annapolis the Nova Scotia Gov-
ernment had granted a block sum of 185,000
pounds sterling for the railroad, to be ad-
vanced in bonds of the Province, and 30,000
pounds sterling in cash for the Iron Bridge. In
expending this money, the Dominion Gov-
ernment had adopted the same rule as he had
explained with reference to New Brunswick.
They required the statement of the Local
Government that the money was payable
under the contract, such a certificate as to
progress estimates from the Provincial En-
gineer as would justify the payment, and
finally a certificate from the Dominion En-

gineers. With all these precautions no great
risk could be incurred.

Mr. D. A. McDonald deprecated any rash or
extravagant expenditure in the Lower
Provinces, and referred to our growing taxes
to indicate the danger there was of the ex-
penditure of the Dominion becoming much
greater than the promoters of Confederation
had contemplated.

Mr. McLellan gave some explanations as to
the position of the Nova Scotia Railway, and
said that since the Union Nova Scotia had
been run so deeply into debt that it was
almost a financial impossibility for her to
meet all her engagements under Confedera-
tion. If Nova Scotia had the control of her
own affairs, they would have managed them
more economically.

On the item for the Intercolonial Railway
survey,

Mr. Mackenzie thought some particulars
might be vouchsafed concerning this mysteri-
ous survey. By a document brought down to
the House he noticed that the Minister of
Public Works had requested special informa-
tion concerning this survey from Mr. Sand-
ford Fleming for the use of a certain member
of the Government. Who was he?

Hon. Mr. McDougall entered into a state-
ment, the purpose of which was that in about
a month definite information would be re-
ceived concerning the survey. As to the spe-
cial information concerning the route, he was
not in a position to say who it was obtained
for.

Hon. Mr. Holton said that, that being the
case, he would undertake to enlighten the
member for Lambton. (Laughter). He (Mr.
Holton) was told that the Ministers requiring
this special information were the Minister of
Public Works, the Minister of Customs, the
Minister of Inland Revenue. (Hear, hear). He
defied honourable gentlemen opposite to deny
this, or to deny that there was, as had been
recently stated by the Minister of Justice, a
minority in the Cabinet-(hear, hear)-and
still further, that that minority was composed
of the two honourable gentlemen represent-
ing Ontario. (Hear, and cheers). Here was a
cabinet with, as they had been told, a majori-
ty and a minority completely powerless.
(Hear, hear). If that were a fact, and he
challenged contradiction, it was a grave one.
What then became of the theory advanced by
the Minister of Militia that there should be
territorial representation in the Cabinet? The
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two gentlemen had no following whateveir in
the House from their own Province and
hence they had become utterly devoid of
influence in the Cabinet. (Hear, hear). And all
this time there was the Minister of Militia
with his large following from Quebec, who
sways the Cabinet as he pleased. (Hear). Now
such a state of things was an outrage on their
system of Government. It was the very es-
sence of that system that the Cabinet should
be a unit; but the Minister of Justice let out
the fact that there was a division in the
Cabinet, and let the House into the secret of
the utter want of influence in the Cabinet
enjoyed by the nominal representatives of
Ontario. (Cheers).

Hon. Mr. Johnson insisted that the Cabinet
should be united on this question. A Gov-
ernment that would not stand together, shoul-
der to shoulder, in support of their views, was
not worthy the support of any intelligent
body of men.

Dr. Parker read from a speech of Mr.
Adderly, in the debate on the Intercolonial
Railway guarantee measure, to show that the
expectation of the British Government had
been that the Dominion Government should
obtain from this Parliament the sanction of a
route to be recommended to the Imperial
authorities. Yet their first act in connection
with this question had been to remove it
from the control of this Parliament altogeth-
er. The Government were treating the House
and country improperly in withholding infor-
mation from the House as to the course they
were pursuing.

Mr. D. A. McDonald thought the Govern-
ment acted wisely in sending out a corps of
Engineers to get the best possible information
as to the route. They could not have come
properly to a decision without getting infor-
mation from skilled engineers. He thought
Mr. Sandford Fleming was the right man in
the right place when employed to make the
survey.

Mr. Jones (Leeds) said the people of this
country were fast coming to the conclusion
that the survey of the Intercolonial Railway
was costing too much. Already it had cost
$200,000. A good engineer passing through a
country could form a pretty correct idea
where the road should be located without a
minute survey. He regretted there should be
so much expense and delay. He thought it
would have been better if Government had
left the route to the decision of the House.

The item then passed.
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On the item for Canals, $22tOOOç
In reply to Mr. D A. bMc)onald,
Hon. Mr. McDougall said, by reports from

officers of the department, it appeared that
$121,000 was the sum that would be required
to complete the St. Peter's Canal, in addition
to what had been appropriated by Nova
Scotia, $102,000.

Mr. Young asked if this amount would go
to swell the debt of Nova Scotia?

Hon. Mr. McDougall-No.

Mr. Young asked why it was on a different
footing from the railway grant?

Hon. Mr. McDougall said the canals by the
Union Act became the property of the Do-
minion, and the Dominion had to incur the
cost of their completion and repairs. It was
the same with the Nova Scotia Railroad, but
the Windsor and Annapolis Railroad was in a
different position, being a subsidized railroad
under contract by a, company, and the subsi-
dies were paid in pursuance of obligations
incurred by the Province of Nova Scotia.

In reply to Mr. Thompson, (Haldimand),
Hon. Mr. McDougall said he expected the

Welland Canal enlargement would be .com-
pieted in the course of next season.

The item passed.

On the item Parliament and Departmental
Buildings, $100,000.

Mr. Bodwefl questioned the propriety of ex-
pending more money just now on these build-
ings. It was doubtful whether the Federal
Government should remain at Ottawa. It was
looked upon by many as not the most eligible
place. They believed it would be more desira-
ble to have it located where an intelligent
public opinion might be brought to bear on
Parliament and the Government, which was
most likely to be founi in one of our large
commercial centres of population. It had been
more than hinted that there were parties in
one of our principal commercial cities who
were willing to accept these buildings and
give in exchange for them, in that city,
another set of buildings quite equal to these
for the use of the Legislature and Govern-
ment. The reports of the debates in the
journal of this city did not seem to indicate
that the public feeling in this place was
sufficiently strong or impartial to compel the
organs of public opinion to give equal justice
to the members last night, for example, the
House had listened with pleasure to the very
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able, eloquent and learned speech of the
member for Centre Wellington, displaying as
it did such marks of the ability and labour
which had been bestowed upon it, and the
journals of this city gave a report of that
very able speech, occupying just nine or ten
lines, while others far shorter and displaying
much less research, occupied half a column.
In the same reports, the attacks on the mem-
ber for Lambton were given very fully, and
his reply was scarcely noticed. He thought
the seat of Government should be located
where public opinion would be at least strong
enough to compel the journals to give impar-
tial reports. These things all tended to
strengthen the probability of a removal from
Ottawa, and in view of them and of the
probable extension of the Dominion, he
thought it would be unwise to spend more
money on these buildings just now.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said there was no
proposition to spend money on these build-
ings, except what the Government actually
owed for work already done and for work
absolutely necessary to keep the buildings in
repair-an expense which he regretted to say
was very considerable. It would also be
necessary to meet the views which had been
expressed in the House as to fencing the
grounds and planting them with trees or
shrubs. Beyond this, Government did not pro-
pose to incur any further expenditure at
present. The honourable gentleman's remarks
therefore, as to the removal of the seat of
Government and unfair reporting of the de-
bates, were hardly pertinent to the particular
item.

Mr. D. A. McDonald would inform the
honourable gentleman (Mr. Bodwell) that
such a thing as public opinion was unknown
in this section of Canada. For his own part,
he hoped before he left public life to see the
seat of Government leave this city and go to
Montreal or Quebec. Was this the place for a
seat of Government? Not for a moment. He
was killed with the hospitality of the place.
(Laughter).

Mr. Gibbs jokingly alluded to the vote he
once gave for half a million to finish the
Parliamentary buildings. That vote almost
choked him. (Laughter). He had been in the
habit of paying 2à per cent commission in
the way of business; but what the particular
vote in question cost him when he last ap-
peared before his constituents, he thought it
would be difficult to tell. (Laughter). It must
have cost him at least the 2j per cent.
(Laughter). He for one hated these Parlia-

[Mr. Bodwell (Oxford South).]

mentary Buildings, towers, grounds, and all
-(loud laughter)-and hoped he would not be
asked to vote any more money on their
account.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said that the sum now
asked was to cover the balance due various
parties, and to fence the grounds with a
railing.

Mr. Mackenzie hoped the Minister of Public
Works would at the next stage of this meas-
ure be prepared to give the House more
satisfactory explanations regarding this sum.
It was a fact, not perhaps generally known,
that the annual cost of the maintenance of
the Parliamentary and Departmental build-
ings was some $10,000 or $15,000 more than
the entire cost of the buildings occupied by
the Legislature of Quebec. Then the slating
was more than half destroyed, and would
have to be renewed in a year or two. Besides,
owing to the adoption of the Gothic style of
architecture, a style only suitable for ec-
clesiastical buildings, they had not only too
little light in all the rooms, but the walls
were so damp that the employees who lived
in the buildings were almost continually ill.
(Hear, hear). Under all the circumstances, it
was questionable whether further expendi-
ture should be incurred in such structures in
such a place.

Mr. Chamberlin said a fence might be a
very ornamental and desirable thing, but a
library was better. At present, the books in
the library were rapidly getting spoiled by
water and hot air, and were so crowded
together that there was no getting at them.

Mr. Blanchet said that in every way the
Legislature was better off in Quebec.

The item was adopted with the remaining
items-for harbours, piers, and lighthouses,
$120,000; roads and bridges, $6,000; slides and
booms, $15,000; rents and repairs of public
buildings, $80,500;- surveys and inspections,
$15,000; arbitrations and awards, $14,000;
miscellaneous charges, $10,000; ocean and riv-
er steam service, $129,600; lighthouses and
coast service, $204,622; marine hospitals,
$37,000; fisheries, $36,800; culling timbers,
$75,000; railway and steamboat inspection,
$11,550; seignorial indemnities, $6,000; In-
dians, $8,400; miscellaneous, $211,312.44; col-
lection of revenues, $563,261; inland revenues
and remaining items to 125.

The Committee rose and reported progress,
and obtained leave to sit again on Monday.

The House adjourned at 12 minutes past
two o'clock.
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Monday, May 11, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.

IMPEACHMENT OF JUDGE DRUMMOND

Mr. Chamberlin moved the reception of the
petition of T. K. Ramsay, preferring sundry
charges against Judge Drummond, and pray-
ing his impeachment.

Mr. Colby begged to state reasons why this
petition should not be received. This was a
petition in which an advocate of Montreal
preferred very grave charges against one of
the Judges of the Queen's Bench of the
Province of Quebec, and which the petitioner
desired to serve as a basis of impeachment.
He would not allude to the charges of the
petitioner; but in the course of his petition,
he brought forward other matters entirely
foreign ta the subject. The right of petition
should not be abused, and he considered the
petitioner went beyond his right when he
proceeded to assail the Court of Queen's
Bench of which Judge Drummond was a
single member. After having detailed his
personal grievances, he stated that he ap-
pealed by writ of error against a fine of 10
pounds imposed on him by Judge Drummond,
and that through the influence and machina-
tions of Judge Drummond the Court of
Queen's Bench quashed said writ of error and
refused petitioner his right to appeal to the
Privy Council. He thus charged the Court of
Queen's Bench with having rendered an un-
just judgment, not by inadvertence, but
through the influence and machinations of
one of their associates, imputing to them
either ignorance of a gross kind, or what was
worse-that from improper motives they ren-
dered a false judgment. The petitioner also
assailed a son of Justice Drummond, stating
that he made a false affidavit in a certain
case of execution, and that by means of the
said false affidavit Judge Drummond, by false
representations, obtained from Judge Smith
an order to stop all proceedings on said
execution. The petitioner thus accused Judge
Smith of having been improperly influenced
by Judge Drummond to render a judgment
which he ought not to have done. These
charges against Judge Smith and the Court of

Queen's Bench were not followed up by a
request to have them acted upon. He (Mr.
Colby) contended, therefore, that the petition
embodying them could not be received by the
House, and he quoted in support of his argu-
ment decisions by the English House of
Commons on similar cases.

Hon. Mr. Johnson also argued that the pet!-
tion should not be received.

Hon. Mr. Irvine said this was a subject
which should be dealt with by the House with
the utmost possible caution. On the one hand,
if a petition of this kind were received, which
ought not to be entertained, g.yery Injurious
blow was improperly given to the administra-
tion o justice; on the othër hand, if they
rejected a petition which ought to be re-
ceived, they took away froin the party pre-
senting it the only means of artiving at the
redress of a grievance of which he might
have a right to complain. The House being
the only body capable of giving redress
should not be hasty in setting aside a petition
of this kind. After examining this petition
with the utmost possible care, he had come to
the conclusion that it aught not to be re-
ceived. He proceeded to give his grounds for
arriving at this conclusion, which were sub-
stantially the same as those which had been
urged by Mr. Colby.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said it appeared to
some, this petition was liable to the objec-
tions which had been taken to it, by the
member for Stanstead and the Solicitor-
General for Quebec. Of course, none of Her
Majesty's subjects who conceived that wrong
had been done them by a judge should be
excluded from coming before the High Court
of Parliament for redress; but on the other
hand, it was clearly the duty of Government
and Parliament to protect the Bench and
every member of it from improper attacks. It
appeared to him that a great portion of this
petition contained improper matter, and that
this improper matter was so commingled with
that it could not weil be separated from the
charges which might purely be the subject of
investigation, or at all events of reception and
consideration by Pariament. He asked that
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the question of receiving the petition be al-
lowed to stand over, that he might look into
the authorities before coming to a final con-
clusion, as whatever the decision in this case
might be, it must in a great degree guide
future decisions of the House in similar cases.

Mr. Chamberlin said this was a very pain-
ful iatter; but after the general attacks
which had been made in this House on the
Lower Canada Bench, he thought the person
who came forward and asked the House to
give grave consideration to specific com-
plaints should receive assistance from the
House, rather than be put down. The honest
way was to bring specific complaints to be
adjudicated on by Parliament, and this was
what was done in this petition. He would be
glad to have the assistance of honourable
members to point out what was wrong in the
petition, that it might be expunged.

THE PARLIAMENTARY LIBRARY

Mr. Blanchet moved the adoption of the 1st
report of the Committee on the Library of
Parliament. He said the Committee recom-
mended that henceforth, as a general rule, no
books on science and art should be allowed to
be taken out of the Library, except under
peculiar circumstances, and in case of works
not easly accessible elsewhere. Only novels
and books of ordinary reading should be
allowed to leave the Library, and these only
in Ottawa. The Committee also recommended
that, as soon as possible, the Library accom-
modation should be enlarged by going on
with the Library building. At present there
was so little room that it was impossible to
keep the books in good order.

Mr. Mills thought that if members were to
be excluded from taking out valuable, scien-
tific and legal works, the value of the Library
would be to a great extentdone away with.
-Ie would therefore oppose the report.

Hon. Mr. Fisher concurred in the remarks
of the member for Bothwell. He hoped the
Library building would not be proceeded
with. In some of the spare Committee rooms
of the building, there was abundance of room
for such of their books as could not obtain
room in the present Library chamber.

Mr. Chamberlin hoped the views of the last
speaker would not be adopted by the Gov-
ernment. It -seemed to him that there was no
propriety in throwing the Library open to the
citizens of Ottawa during the vacation while
members were excluded from it.

[Sir J. A. Macdonald (Kingston).]

Dr. Parker hoped the House would not
adopt the report of the Library Committee.
While members were in Ottawa their time
was so employed that they could make little
use of the Library, and at the time they could
make use of it they would be shut out by the
report.

Mr. Young argued that the report now
brought in would make the Library utterly
useless to members of the House.

The Speaker explained that it was not
proposed by this report to embrace works of
general literature, but rare scientific works-
works of reference. Manifestly if members
carried away several boxes of such works
which would not be returned till next session,
a great injustice would be done to members
repairing to the library to consult such
works.

Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Mills, moved
that the reports be not now adopted, but be
referred back to the Committee.

Mr. Mackenzie suggested that the report
should be withdrawn.

Sir J. A. Macdonald explained that this
was a Library for the Dominion, and should
not be a circulating Library to be carried
home by members, knocked about by their
children for a year, and then lost or returned
torn and defaced. Let members of Parliament
be allowed to get from the Library on an
order from the Speaker, and having given
a receipt, such books as they really required
in following up any study. There could be no
objection to that course; but there must be a
limit, and every effort must be made to pre-
serve those rare and valuable works of refer-
ence without which the Library would be
useless. He would suggest that, as some of the
provisions of the report were too stringent,
it should be referred back to the Committee.
He also spoke against granting sums to au-
thors to aid in the publication of their works.
As a rule, any work of value was pretty sure
to be patronized by the public, and nothing
was gained by encumbering the Parliamen-
tary shelves with worthless works.

Mr. Jones repudiated, for his part, the
statement that he had any hand in the defac-
ing of any of the books in the Parliamentary
Library. He thought the members shouId at
all times have full access to the Library. He
took out very few books and made good use
of them.

May 11, 1868



COMMONS DEBATES

Mr. Ferguson was sorry for the sake of the
member who spoke last that he was not in a
position to do much damage in that direction.
He repudiated the honourable gentleman as a
roving bachelor. (Laughter). For his (Mr.
Ferguson's) part, he hoped the suggestion of
the leader of the Government would be
adopted.

The amendment and report were with-
drawn.

VERCHÈRES ELECTION

Mr. John Crawford presented the final re-
port of the Verchères Election Committee,
finding-lst. That F. Geoffrion, Esq., sitting
member, has been duly elected; 2nd. That the
petition against him was frivolous and vexa-
tious. The first resolution was adopted by
yeas Messrs. Bodwell, Drew, Coupal and
Crawford; nay Mr. Brousseau. The second by
yeas Messrs. Bodwell, Drew, Coupal; nays
Messrs. Brousseau and Crawford.

CANADA WEST FARMERS' INSURANCE
COMPANY

Mr. Rymal moved that the 60th rule,
requiring a Bill to hang ten days in the lobby
be suspended with reference to the Bill re-
specting the Canada West Farmers' Insurance
Company. Carried.

CANADA VINE GROWERS' ASSOCIATION

Mr. O'Connor introduced a Bill respecting
the Canada Vine Growers' Association, and
moved the suspension of the 60th rule with
reference thereto. Carried.

STRATFORD BOARD OF TRADE

Mr. Redford introduced a Bill to incorpo-
rate the Stratford Board of Trade, and moved
the suspension of the 60th rule with reference
thereto. Carried.

CANADA SHIPPING COMPANY

On motion of Mr. Workman, the Bill to
incorporate the Canada Shipping Company
was read a third time and passed.

BANK OF AGRICULTURE
On motion of Mr. White, the Bill to incor-

porate the Bank of Agriculture was read a
third time and passed.

MERCHANTS' EXPRESS CO. OF CANADA

On motion of Mr. Morrison, the Bill to
incorporate the Merchants' Express Company

of the Dominion of Canada was considered in
Committee, and having been reported was
read a third time and passed.

SUNDAY LABOUR

In reply to Mr. Morris,
Hon. Mr. Rose stated it was the intention of

Government to discourage as far as practica-
ble Sunday labour on the Carillon and
Grenville Canal, and all other Canals.

POINT IROQUOIS CANAL DRAINAGE

Mr. Ault, in the absence of Mr. J. S. Ross,
inquired whether it is the intention of the
Government to complete proper and efficient
drainage on the north side of Point Iroquois
Canal embankment.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said this subject had
come under the notice of the department, and
an engineer had been instructed to take steps
for doing what might be found to be neces-
sary.

DREDGING OPERATIONS

Mr. Stephenson moved for returns of
money expended under the appropriations
made by the Parliament of Canada in 1861
for dredging operations, etc.-Carried.

After recess,

PRINTING COMMITTEE'S 13TH REPORT

Mr. Mackenzie moved the adoption of the
sub-report annexed to the thirteenth report
of the Printing Committee, es amended and
adopted in the Senate. He explained that, as
adopted in the Senate, the report left Mr.
Hartney, the Clerk of the Committee, on the
$100 allowed him specially by Committee,
the 121 per cent which was deducted from
the rest of his salary. The object of his
motion was to make the action of the two
Houses uniforn, the difference being only
$127.50.

After the question had been debated up-
wards of an hour and a half, and over twenty
members had spoken, the House divided.
Motion lost-yeas, 51; nays, 72.

THE CASE OF W. WESTON

Mr. Chamberlin moved an address for a
report of Mr. Dowe or any other officer in the
Post Office Department upon the case of W.
Weston.
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Sir John A. Macdonald hoped the honoura-
ble gentleman would not press the motion.
These reports must necessarily be confiden-
tial, and any such as would be laid before
Parliament would be in the briefest form.

Motion stands.

EXPENSE OF WORKS ON BLACK RIVER

Mr. Mills moved for a return of the amount
paid since July, 1866, for works connected
with the descent of timber on the Black
River, County of Pontiac. Carried.

INTERCOLONIAL R. R.

Mr. Mackenzie moved for a return of the
Orders-in-Council and correspondence re-
garding the Intercolonial Railroad, and the
Imperial Guarantee Act since lst July,
1867-Carried.

HARBOUR OF MABOU

Mr. Cameron (Inverness) moved for copies
of correspondence relating to the improve-
ment of the Harbour of Mabou-Carried.

CANADA LIVE STOCK INSURANCE

Hon. Mr. Carling introduced a Bill to in-
corporate the Canada Live Stock Insurance
Company, second reading to-morrow.

COUNTIES OF QUEBEC AND PORTNEUF

Hon. Mr. Chauveau's Bill to annex a por-
tion of the Seignory of Belair to the County of
Quebec, and another portion thereof to the
County of Portneuf, was read a third time
and passed.

INCORPORATED COMPANIES

Hon. Mr. Abboit moved the second reading
of the Bill to facilitate the winding up of the
affairs of incorporated companies (from the
Senate). He explained that the process was
adopted from the English Act for winding up
Joint Stock Companies, and enabled the com-
pany or stockholders to wind it up more
simply or summarily than could be done at
present by the issue of a prerogative writ. He
intended to ask its reference to the Com-
mittee on Banking and Commerce.

Hon. Mr. Holion said that as the Bill was to
be referred in that way, he would reserve his
objections.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin had many faults to fInd
with the Bill. It went altogether too far, and
would he hoped, be largely amended before it
passed.

GOVERNOR-GENERAL'S SALARY

Mr. Dufresne's Bill to fix the salary of the
Govenor-General was read a second time.

Mr. Dufresne moved that the House go into
Committee on the Bill.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin objected.

Mr. Dufresne maintained that he was in
order, and not at the mercy of the honourable
gentleman.

Hon. Mr. Holton said that the motion was
perfectly in order.

Sir John A. Macdonald hoped that the
objection would be withdrawn.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin went into the merits of
the question, and argued that members would
be belittling themselves by fixing the Gov-
ernor-General's salary at $32,000 a year.
Besides, the Governor-General of Canada was
quite as much entitled to 10,000 pounds a
year as the Governor of Victoria. Canada was
a colony which would compare favourably
with that sister colony.

Mr. Meicalfe maintained that the honoura-
ble member for Brome had drawn an unfair
comparison. There was really no fair com-
parison between Canada and Victoria, the
city of Melbourne was far superior to any
city in British America and had twice the
population of any of them, and the compari-
son between the Governor-General of the
Dominion and the representative of Her
Majesty in a similar position in Victoria was
still more unfortunate. The Governor-General
of Victoria had to pay some of his servants
100 pounds a year, and when he was in
Melbourne he remembered that even a coach-
man could not be got for less than 6 pounds a
week, and that almost every article sold was
five or six times as dear as in Canada. (Hear,
hear). For this reason it wouId be seen that
the comparison of the member for Brome was
not at all applicable.

The House then went into Committee, Mr.
Jones in the Chair.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Holton, the 2nd
clause, repealing the portion of the Imperial
Act relating to the question of salary was
struck out, the House not having power to
make such an enactment.
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Hon. Mr. Campbell moved, seconded by Mr.
D. A. McDonald, that the first clause be
amended by striking out the words "on and
after the first day of July, 1868," and substit-
uting the words "that this Act shall take
effect at the present incumbent's term of of-
fice."

Lost-Yeas, 35; Nays, 56.

Hon. Sandfield Macdonald expressed himself
opposed to making two Parliamentary days
out of one natural day.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin would have preferred
making from three to six one day, and from
half-past seven onward another day, so as to
dispense with the morning sitting.

Dr. Parker said if the motion was carried itOn motion of Hon. Mr. Maion, the pream- would be necessary to allow the Electionble was amended on a division. Committee to be adjourned for the session.
The Committee rose and reported the Bull Sir John A. Macdonald said the Committee

could meet from two till four
Mr. Dufresne moved the reception of the

report.
Hon. Mr. Dunkin objected.
Mr. Speaker sustained the objection.

TONNAGE DUES

Hon. Mr. Rose moved that the House will
to-morrow resolve itself into Committee of
the Whole to consider certain resolutions on
the subject of tonnage duties now payable in
the Province of Quebec, Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick-Carried.

RATE OF INTEREST

On motion of Hon. Mr. Rose, it was re-
solved to consider in Committee to-morrow, a
resolution declaring it expedient to amend
the laws regulating the rate of interest of
money.

SITTINGS OF PARLIAMENT

Sir John A. Macdonald moved, that for the
remainder of the session, there shall be two
distinct sittings each day except Satur-
day-the first to begin at 11 o'clock a.m., and
end at 2 p.m. The second to begin at 4 o'clock
p.m. and continue until adjournment; and
that on Saturday there shall be one sitting
from noon until 6 o'clock p.m.

Hon. Mr. Holton said he approved of meet-
ing in the forenoon, but he objected to mak-
ing two days out of one. It was against
English Parliamentary practice, and he hoped
the leader of the Government would be in-
duced to strike out that portion of his motion.

Sir John A. Macdonald said that if any
attempt were made by the Majority of the
House to act oppressively towards the minori-
ty under the two sittings a day, the minority
had it in their power to defeat such action by
speaking up to the hour for adjournment,
which would make the flrst sitting useless.

Mr. Mackenzie said it would be convenient
if Governnent would indicate what Bills on
the list they intended to abandon.

Sir John A. Macdonald said he would an-
swer this to-morrow.

The motion was then agreed to.

Hon. Mr. Holton moved to add Mr. Dunkin
to the Committee on Banking and Commerce.
Carried.

DEPARTMENT OF CUSTOMS

Hon. Mr. Tilley moved the third reading of
the Bill to constitute the Department of
Customs.

Hon. Mr. Holion moved, in amendment, to
recommit the Bill with instructions to amend
it so as to provide that the Department of
Inland Revenue and Customs be united under
one Minister.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the House
could not accept the amendment after having
passed a Bill constituting the Department of
Inland Revenue, which had also received the
sanction of the other branch of the Legisla-
ture. In that Bill the duties of the Depart-
ment of Inland Revenue were specified and
they could not now be increased by the
addition of another department. The reason
for having two separate departments had
already been discussed, and he would not
weary the House by repeating them.

Mr. Mackenzie said the other Bill had been
allowed to pass on the distinct understanding
that the question would be raised on this Bill.
He heId that the number of departments was
excessive, and that this was a clear case in
which two of them could be united with
advantage to the public service.

Mr. Mills wished to know why the Cabinet
had received the high sounding name of
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Privy Council-whether they were to have a
Judicial Commission of Privy Council, and
whether they proposed to have the varied
functions which belonged to that body in
England. He objected to the principle of pro-
vincial representation in the Cabinet. So long
as we had that principle we could not have
national parties. If it had not been for this
principle of provincial representation it
would not have been necessary to have made
the Cabinet so large.

The amendment was lost on a division and
the Bill was read a third time and passed.

CROWN AND GOVERNMENT

Sir John A. Macdonald's Bill for the better
security of the Crown and Government was
read a third time and passed.

FORTIFICATIONS

On motion of Sir G. E. Cartier, the report
of the Committee of the Whole to consider
certain resolutions to provide a sum not ex-
ceeding 1,100,000 pounds sterling to defray
the expenses of constructing works of for-
tification for the defence of Montreal and
other cities, was received, and a bill intro-
duced, founded on said resolutions, ordered
for a second reading to-morrow.

NAVIGATION OF CANADIAN WATERS

On motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald, the
House went into Committee on the Bill re-
specting the navigation of Canadian wa-
ters-Mr. Cameron (Huron) in the Chair.

The Committee rose and reported the Bill.
The report was received and the Bill ordered
for a second reading to-morrow.

CIVIL SERVICE

The House went into Committee on certain
resolutions relating to the Civil Service-Mr.
Blanchet in the Chair.

The Committee rose and reported the reso-
lutions, and the report was ordered to be
received to-morrow.

CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND

On motion of Hon. Mr. Rose, the Bill
respecting the Consolidated Revenue Fund
was read a second time, and the House went
into Committee of the Whole on the Bill-Mr.
Blanchet in the Chair.

[Mr. Mills (Bothwell).]

Hon. Mr. Holton was not disposed to let
this opportunity pass without again pressing
the Government for a statement of the rea-
son which induced the representatives of the
late Government of Canada in London to
change the subsidies as fixed by the Quebec
Conference. The statement might be made
to-morrow or next day.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said that although this
was a different Government from that in
power at the period referred to, still as there
were some members of the old Government
in the present Cabinet, he had no objection to
complying with the request of the member
for Chateauguay.

The Committee rose and reported-the re-
port to be received to-morrow.

TOBACCO

Hon. Mr. Howland moved the House into
Committee to consider certain resolutions re-
specting the importation of tobacco. In doing
so he said that making every allowance, the
discrepancies between the quantities import-
ed and home grown, and those which the
return showed as having gone into consump-
tion, were so great as to afford evidence that
much more tobacco was used, and went into
consumption than the Government got duty
on. The business of manufacturing tobacco
could be conducted with so small an amount
of capital, and in such a small space that
great facilities for defrauding the revenue
were afforded. With $50 expenditure for cut-
ting machines, and a room 8 feet square,
several cigar makers might be kept at work,
and a considerable business be carried on.
There were thus great difficulties in the way
of preventing frauds on the revenue. In en-
deavouring to supply a remedy Government
had decided to take control of all the tobac-
co. He would propose that the importation of
tobacco be limited to certain ports with pow-
er to the Govenor-General to extend that
limitation whenever it was shown to be in the
public interest; then he would propose that
tobacco so imported should be entered in
bond, and that the only conditions on which it
should be released, were the exportation of
the tobacco, and evidence that it had been
entered on the books of a licensed manufac-
tory. By this means he hoped to be able to
know precisely what amount of tobacco was
imported and manufactured, and where it
was, and a considerable saving of duty would
he apprehended be effected. He moved that
the House go into Committee on the BIll.
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The House went into Committee, Mr. The Committee rose, reported progress, and
Campbell, in the Chair. obtained leave to sit again to-morrow.

The Committee rose and reported the reso-
lutions unamended. Report to be received COPPER COIN
to-morrow. f 4 0:Ta . 13U

INSPECTORS OF STEAMBOATS

Sir John A. Macdonald's Bill respecting the
inspecting of steamboats, and for the greater
safety of passengers by them, was read a
second time and considered in Committee,
Col. Gray in the Chair.

n mo on o r . . ac ona , t e Act

respecting the importation or manufacture of
copper coin or tokens, was read a second time
and considered in Committee.

The Committee rose and reported the Bill,
which was read a third time and passed.

The House adjourned at twenty minutes to
1 o'clock.





HOUSE OF COMMONS

Tuesday, May 12, 1868

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 11 o'clock.

HOCHELAGA ELECTION COMMITTEE

Mr. Irvine moved that the Hochelaga
Election Committee have leave to adjourn till
lst of June next. Carried.

ARGENTEUIL ELECTION COMMITTEE

Mr. Webb moved that the Argenteuil
Election Committee have leave to adjourn till
lst of June next. Carried.

KAMOURASKA ELECTION CASE

Hon. Colonel Gray presented the report of
the General Committee of Privileges and
Elections on the Kamouraska Election case,
specially referred to them. The report was as
follows:

That the execution of the writ of election for the
electoral district of the County of Kamouraska
bearing date 7th of August last, was prevented by
divers acts of preconcerted violence and intimida-
tion, directed against the Returning Offlcer, H.
Garon, Registrar for the said County, and his
residence. That the evidence adduced before your
Committee shows that Pierre Lafrance, Thomas
Lebel, Michael Lebel, Isaac Desault, Emile Desault,
Benoit Demair, Lazare Brulé, Narcisse Livesque,
Narcisse Dubé, Joseph Anctill, Louis Alphinez,
Milla Octave Dionne, Thomas St. Pierre, Edward
Pelletier, Bruno Groudin, and Eusebe Livesque,
among others were guilty of riotous proceedings,
and acts of violence, whereby the execution of said
writ was so prevented, or were inviting such
violence and intimidation at and before the hour
fixed for the nomination, on the 31st day of August
last. That subsequently, on the saine day, and in
further pursuance of the design to prevent the
execution of said writ, riotous and tumultuous pro-
ceedings were had, and various ects of violence
committed at and near the house of one Gangue, in
the village of Kamouraska, in which Edward
Ouelette, Isaac Desault, Romaine Berubé, Octave
Bouchard, and O. A. P. Pelletier, the candidate at
the said elections, with others, took part. That
these ects of violence were of a grave nature,
rendering it expedient they should receive the
consideration of your honourable House, and your
Committee recommend that the law officers of the
Crown be instructed to take the necessary proceed-
inga to bring the parties implicated to justice. That
the said Henry Garon committed grave irregulari-
ties in the execution of his duty as such returning
officer. His conduct was calculated to produce
distrust and dissatisfaction, and he has shown
himself unfit to be again entrusted with the func-

tions of returning offlcer. That it ls expedient a
writ should be issued for the election of a member
to represent the said electoral division in the House
of Commons before next session of Parliament, and
that the said writ be not issued before the lst
December and not later than the lst January next.

CIVIL SERVICE

On motion of Hon. Mr. Rose, the House
concurred in the resolution reported from the
Committee of the Whole relative to the Civil
Service. Hon. Mr. Rose introduced a Bill
respecting the same.

TOBACCO

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald, the
House concurred in the resolutions reported
from the Committee of the Whole, respecting
the importation of Tobacco.

SUPPLY RESOLUTIONS

Hon. Mr. Rose moved concurrence in the
resolutions reported from the Committee on
Supply.

Hon. Mr. Holton suggested that to save
time, as there were two sets of estimates
covering in a large measure the same ground,
one for the current year ending 30th June,
nearly expired, and the other for the year
ending 30th June 1869, concurrence in the
former set might be taken as nearly as possi-
ble pro forma, and discussion reserved for
what he might term the like estimates for
next year.

Concurrence in the whole estimates for
1867 and 1868 was then taken en bloc.

On the first item for 1868 and 1869, salaries
of four Lieutenant-Governors, $30,000.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin said he must say a few
words on this item. Under the old system,
with Governors brought from home receiving
sufficient salaries to secure efficient men,
Responsible Government has been found to
work pretty well; but now we were to at-
tempt a system of Responsible Government in
this Dominion without these advantages. The
Lieutenant-Governors were to be gentlemen
named by the Government of the Dominion,
and from the men who had been engaged in
the politics of the Dominion, and who were
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more or less committed on our local ques-
tions. The number of persons in the Domin-
ion to whom this exceedingly difficult post of
impartial fair play Government under Re-
sponsible Government could be assigned was
exceedingly small. The man eligible to be
Lieut.-Governor must be a man of certain
age, certain social standing, certain peculiar
antecedents. He must have been prominent in
the politics of the country, and yet not have
brought down on his head any considerable
amount of hostility. The post was not par-
ticularly inviting. His Government would get
the credit of anything successful that was
done during his administration. His premier
had more chance of advancement afterwards
than the Lieutenant-Governor himself would
have-act as sagaciously and patriotically as
he might, the Lieutenant-Governor would
have to keep himself very much in the dark.
Then he was bound to hold a certain social
position. He succeeded to the traditions of the
former governors appointed from England,
and particularly at Halifax and Fredericton
would be expected in the way of entertain-
ments, etc., to keep a style of expenditure to
which the salaries here allowed of $7,000 in
the Lower Provinces, and $8,000 in Quebec
and Ontario would be altogether inadequate.
It would be necessary to confer the posts on
gentlemen having private fortunes of their
own-and how few of that class had we in
Canada? Or else on the military men who
happened to be here who would have their
pay to take out of their salaries. In the latter
case we would have no selection. The British
Government had taken governors from that
class, but then they had a wide selection and
we would have none. Mr. Dunkin then ad-
verted to what he conceived would be the
tendencies of these low salaries, which he
thought would be from bad to worse; there
would be a tendency still further to reduce
the Governor-General's salary until the
British Government would not send us a man
at all to fill the office. The next tendency
would be in the direction of demanding the
election of our Governors, and then we would
be drawn into the maelstrom of American
republicanism and democracy.

Hon. Mr. Rose believed that- the salaries
attached to the position of Lieutenant-
Governors had been fixed at a point which
would meet the general approbation of
the House. (Hear, hear). Besides the salary,
there were attached to the position the ad-
vantage of a free house, etc., and the position
was one which, he thought, would be an
object of ambition to the best talent in the

EMr. Dunkin (Brome).]

country. If, however, in the practical working
of the system it would be found that the
salaries were insufficient, the good sense and
liberality of the House might be relied upon
to provide what was necessary.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau thought that the salar-
ies ought to be higher. The Minister of Fi-
nance had spoken of the facility of raising
them hereafter; but it was not so easy to
raise them as to cut them down, and the
correct scale ought to be fixed at the outset.
To allow a salary of $8,000 was to limit the
selection to a very few men-indeed to limit
it in favour of wealth as against intelligence,
and to exclude those who had been our
prominent public men. We never saw our
publie men entering public life poor and
leaving it rich. After having sacrificed their
lives in the public service, they would not be
in the position on the salary proposed to keep
up the proper status of a Lieutenent-
Governor. We had seen recently that a subor-
dinate in one of the departments (Mr. Page)
had last year received emoluments greater
than were to be given to some of the Lieu-
tenant-Governors. He regretted that the
Governor-General's salary had been allowed
to come before this House. It would have
been better if it has been kept on the civil
list to be paid directly by Her Majesty, along
with the salary of the Governor-General's
secretary, and other expenses of the Gover-
nor's office. We pretended to belong to a
monarchy, and we should be guided by that
consideration in what we did in these mat-
ters. Let us fulfil these obligations well, and
not be aping the style proper to a monarchy
without providing the means to keep it up.

Hon. Mr. Holion said he was happy to
come to the support of the Government
against the Treasurer and Premier of Quebec.
He thought the Government in fixing these
salaries had afforded alike meanness on the
one hand and extravagance on the other. If
the Government had only graduated the
whole scale of expenditure of the Dominion
according to the same key, they would have
had his support much more heartily.

Mr. Jones (Halifax) expressed his concur-
rence in the views of the members for Brome
and Quebec. He did not think on the salaries
allowed the Lieutenant-Governors they would
be able to keep up a style equal to that of
many of the private gentlemen around them.
He believed if the salaries had been made
higher, the action of Government would have
been borne out by public opinion in the
Lower Provinces.
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Hon. Mr. Anglin believed he spoke the sen-
timent of the part of the country from which
he came, when he stated that he believed the
salaries were quite sufficient. He did not
consider it necessary that the Governors
should keep open table. They had other and
more important duties to perform. The
Government in this matter he thought had
acted prudently and with sufficient liberality.

The item was then agreed to, and the
remaining items to No. 29.

On item 30, expenses of collecting statis-
tics-both marriages and deaths, $2,500.

Mr. Mackenzie objected. There was yet, no
general system of registration for the Do-
minion, and he objected to the expense being
under the circumstances incurred for any of
the Provinces.

Hon. Mr. Rose explained that this item
included commercial as well as vital statis-
tics.

The item passed, and the remaining items
to No. 33.

The items of supply from 33 to 48, respect-
ing militia and gunboats, were passed over
and the House concurred in the items from 49
to 109.

On motion of Mr. Dufresne, the House con-
curred in the amendments made in Committee
of the Whole to the Bill fixing the salary of
the Governor-General, and the Bill was or-
dered to be read a Srd time at the next
sitting of the House.

At two o'clock the House adjourned till
four o'clock.

AFTERNOON SITTING

The Speaker took the Chair.

JUDGE DRUMMOND

The question being put on the reception of
the petition of Mr. J. K. Ramsay, praying for
the impeachment of Judge Drummond.

Sir John A. Macdonald stated he had ex-
amined the petition, and having felt the ob-
jections which had been urged against its
reception, he could not advise the House to
receive it.

Mr. Chamberlin said a similar petition had
been presented in a former part of this ses-
sion against the Chief Justice of Nova Scotia,
and no action was taken. His honourable
friend from Ottawa (Mr. Wright) had been
vainly endeavouring year after year to get

some remedy for alleged failures in the ad-
ministration of justice in the District of Ot-
tawa. There was grave reason to fear that if
an investigation were not granted in such
cases, the people would take the law into
their own hands. If they were to teach the
people of this country that a judge might do
what he liked, might commit injustice, fraud,
and every sort of malfaisance, and yet the
flouse would not receive a petition praying
its interference, unless it were drawn in some
unimaginable way-(Cries of order)-if the
efforts of the people to have justice done
against the judges of the land were to be
continually baffled in this way, there was
very serious danger of a complete disor-
ganization of society among us. It was a bad
example to set before the people that this, the
only tribunal which could grant redress in
such a case should persistently refuse to
investigate these charges. They had been told
that this was a personal matter, and that the
petitioner had been influenced by personal
feeling. In reply to this he would say it was
not a pleasant thing for any one inside or
outside the House to bring a high judicial
personage before the highest tribunal of the
country, and they would never in such a
matter get petitioners to come before the
Flouse unless they had personal feeling-some
feeling of wrong done to them-for which
they sought redress.

The Speaker asked if it was the pleasure of
the House that the member for Missisquoi
should have leave to withdraw the petition.

Mr. Chamberlin said he had not asked
leave to withdraw the petition.

The Speaker then put the question whether
the petition should be received.

Mr. Chamberlin said he wanted to get an
expression of the opinion of the House in
what respect this petition was improper, and
what sort of proceedings should be taken to
make it regular.

Hon. Mr. Holton said the honourable gen-
tlemen ought to know that at this stage of the
session members were not disposed to go into
theoretical debate as to proceedings which
could not be taken this session. The honoura-
ble gentleman knew that even if the petition
had been received ail he could have done
would have been to have placed a judge
before the country in an unenviable position
for eight or nine months, until Parliament
assembled. He hoped the House would not
gratify his honourable friend by instructing
him as to the steps which he ought to take on
another occasion.
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Sir G. E. Cartier said there could be no
doubt that these proceedings had arisen from
the indiscreet remarks made in this House
some time ago with regard to the Judges of
Lower Canada, and which he (Mr. Cartier)
was obliged at the time to contradict. It was
then stated there were 13 Judges in Lower
Canada who, from physical incapacity, im-
morality or drunkenness, were unfit to dis-
charge their duties. When such statements
had been made before the country it was not
surprising that the petitions presented by the
member for Ottawa and the member for
Missisquoi should be brought in; but for his
own part he must say until he should see the
proof, he would not believe anything with
regard to these accusations. He took this
opportunity of contradicting the rumours that
these proceedings were countenanced by the
Government. The Government had nothing to
do with them.

Mr. Wright said he believed the statements
made by the member for Hochelaga in the
debate referred to were in the main founded
on fact; and so far as the allegations con-
tained in the petition he (Mr. Wright) had
presented were concerned, he believed them
to be true. It was the inherent right of every
British subject to petition, and if he were in
the position of the member for Missisquoi, he
would test the House fairly and equally on
the question of receiving this petition.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said the objections to
this petition were, 1st-that its whole tone
was unparliamentary; and secondly, that it
contained extraneous matter-charges against
the whole Court of Queen's Bench-on which
no action was asked. The specific charges
against a particular Judge were fair subjects
for inquiry, or at least fair grounds for re-
ceiving the petition, if they had not been
mixed up with extraneous matter. But it was
clear the House could not receive a portion of
the petition and reject another portion of it.
He thought the honourable gentleman should
ask leave of the House to withdraw it.

Hon. Mr. Johnson contended that the peti-
tion should not be received, because the
charges in it were not sufficiently specified.
They ought to be as specific as in an indict-
ment going before a grand jury, so that the
accused party might know the proceedings
against which he had to defend himself.

Hon. Mr. Dorion said the charges he had
brought in the former debate against mem-
bers of the Bench were just and correct, and
the Minister of Militia from the position he

had held as Attorney-General should show
that they were so. As for this petition, it was
couched in language which showed that it
was not public justice but private revenge
that was sought against a gentleman who was
now the honour of the Bench as he had
formerly been the honour of the Bar. If the
Government would get a Committee or a
Commission appointed to inquire into the
administration of justice in Lower Canada,
they would find it to be the almost unani-
mous opinion of Lower Canada that Judge
Drummond was one of the most able and
efficient men now on the Bench. They would
also find that not more than one of the judges
ought to be removed, and that several should
be replaced. These matters of impeachment
were so important that he thought the Gov-
ernment should assume the responsibility of
bringing them before the House.

Hon. C. Dunkin remarked upon the incon-
sistency exhibited in the general concurrence
of the House in the charges brought against
the entire Bench, as compared with the
promptness to dispute and impede any par-
ticular effort made for the removal of some
special scandal. The proper procedure in such
cases was extremely doubtful, from the scar-
city of precedent, and ought, he held, to be
established definitely by enactment. Few peo-
ple were acquainted with the English practice
as applicable to the rare cases which had
ever occured; he himself had only obtained
within the past few days any reliable infor-
mation on the point, on which he had been
instructed by perhaps the only gentleman in
the country, who had mastered the question
-their own librarian.

The petition was then withdrawn.

L'ISLET ELECTION

Mr. Walsh, from the General Committee on
Elections, reported the following as the
names of the Select Committee to try the
L'Islet Election:-Messrs. Cimon, Caron, D.
A. McDonald, Connell and M. C. Cameron,
Chairman.

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT

Hon. Mr. McDougall laid on the table the
report of the Commissioners of Public Works
for the late Province of Canada for the year
ending 30th June, 1867.

TOBACCO DUTIES

Hon. Mr. Howland introduced a Bill for
better securing the payment of the duties on
tobacco.
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YAMASKA ELECTION COMMITTEE

Mr. Casault moved that the Yamaska
Election Committee have leave to adjourn till
the ist of June next.

INSPECTION OF STEAMBOATS

On motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald the Bill
respecting the inspection of Steamboats was
considered in Committee, and having been
amended, was. read a third time and passed.

SUPPLY

Hon. Mr. Rose moved that the remaining
items of supply be concurred in, except those
relating to militia and gunboats, which were
reserved till after the discussion on the Mi-
litia Bill; and two other . items of expenses
connected with Imperial legislation on
Confederation and salaries and contingencies
of Customs. He took occasion to answer the
member for Lambton by giving an explana-
tion of No. 110-unforeseen expenses, $100,-
000. In the first place, there were some things
concerning which they were a little in the
dark, as to whether they should be charged to
the Dominion or to Provincial account. In
addition, there were several expenses con-
nected with the Lower Provinces which the
Dominion Government were not exactly
familiar with, and were therefore compelled
to leave a wide margin for. The third reason
for these unforeseen expenses was owing to
the stringent provisions of the Audit Act.

Mr. Mackenzie would take this opportunity
of bringing under the notice of the Govern-
ment a matter which he had delayed speak-
ing of till the last moment, hoping that the
Government would afford the House informa-
tion on the subject. He alluded to the sum of
$50,000 given to the sufferers by the Quebec
fire. How was that money got?

Hon. Mr. Rose said it was got by an Or-
der-in-Council. The Government thought the
emergency such as justified them in making
the grant.

Mr. Mackenzie said that it ought then to
have been accounted for to Parliament. He
objected to Ministers setting aside the provi-
sions of the Audit Act in such a way as had
been done in this instance. There was no use
in such a safeguard at all, if it was to be
systematically set aside.

Hon. Mr. Rose maintained that Ministers
felt justified in making this allowance. He
said that a report would be brought down at

an early period next session, covering al the
details of expenditures under the head of
unforeseen expenses.

Hon. Mr. Holton very much feared from
the conduct of ministers that this much
vaunted Audit Bill would turn out to be one
of the most expensive Bils ever passed by
the House. Ministers constantly say, "Give us
large sums of money to expend-the provi-
sions of the Audit Act are very stringent, and
we can therefore be safely trusted with large
grants." If that Audit Act performed alI the
services honourable gentlemen opposite evi-
dently expected from it on every occasion,
clearly it would be one of the most expensive
Bils which ever passed through Parliament.

Mr. Jones objected to the Government con-
stantly violating all the Acts passed by
Parliament, whenever it suited their conven-
lence.

TAie item was carried, and the remaining
items, except items 115 and 117, which were
reserved.

DEPARTMENT OF INLAND REVENUE
Hon. Mr. Howland moved the second read-

ing of the amendment made by the Senate to
the Bill constituting the Department of In-
land Revenue.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin moved the adjournment
of the debate. Carried.

GOVERNOR-GENERAL'S SALARY
On motion of Mr. Dufresne, the Bill to fix

the Governor-General's salary was read a
third time and passed.

CIVIL SERVICE BILL
On motion of Hon. Mr. Rose, the Bill

respecting the Civil Service was read a sec-
ond time.

The House rose at six o'clock.

EVENING SITTING

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY
Hon. Mr. Rose asked that the member for

Lambton should allow the reserved items to
be passed, on the understanding that the
debate should be taken on the question of
concurrence.

Mr. Mackenzie agreed, on the understand-
ing that the question of concurrence should
come up at a reasonable hour to allow of
debate.
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The House then went into Committee.
The first item, 13, of the estimates of 1868,

passed with this understanding.

Hon. Mr. Rose then moved the items 48 and
61 of the same year, for the six months'
arrears to charitable institutions.

Hon. J. S. Macdonald-It was of course
competent for honourable gentlemen in the
Government to bring down these estimates;
but he could assure them that the Province of
Ontario would not regard this as a debt for
which they were in any way liable. The
Government of that Province were adopting a
new plan and would. take no more money for
charitable institutions out of the Exchequer.
He was much obliged to honourable gentle-
men opposite for having delayed these esti-
mates till he came, and he could now assure
the House, that while he was ready to vote
for this sum if charged against the Dominion,
he solemnly protested in the name of the
»eople of Ontario against their being charged
,vith this amount. (Hear).

Hon. Mr. Rose said that after the clear
statement of the leader of the Ontario Gov-
ernment, his solemn protest having been en-
tered in the name of the Province against the
items, they would have to be withdrawn. He
(Mr. Rose) wished it had been otherwise. He
thought this really a debt of honour, and one
that should be paid by the Province. Under
the present circumstances, he would not ask
the House to vote either of the items.

Hon. Mr. Galt inquired if he understood
the Finance Minister to say this was a debt of
the late Province of Canada. If it were not,
clearly the Dominion had nothing to do with
it. If it were a debt, then under the Union
Act the Dominion had to assume it. It was
not, in such a case, for any gentleman to rise
up and refuse payment. The whole difficulty
arose some years ago from a change in the
financial year; and if it was a claim against
the late Province of Canada, it would have
to be paid.

Hon. Mr. Holton desired that the honoura-
ble member for Sherbrooke should throw
some light on this subject. Would not that
honourable gentleman say whether or not
this was a debt of the Province of Canada?

Hon. John S. Macdonald asked where was
the obligation on Ontario to pay this amount?
Had it been created by a vote of the House?
Here was a claim which had never been
created or voted for, and yet forsooth it was

proposed to force this on the people of On-
tario! All he could say was to protest strongly
against such action, and say that in Ontario
the people did not consider themselves under
obligation to these institutions. He would go
further, and say that these institutions had no
right to complain. For the last two years
there had been no pestilence or disease
abroad to bear heavily on their funds. The
Province had been prosperous, and he
claimed that the people of Ontario who were
refusing these grants, did so in full knowl-
edge of the requirements. The people of
Ontario did not want to be told by gentlemen
on the Treasury benches that this money
must be paid. They would not submit to such
dictation.

Mr. Mackenzie congratulated the House on
the result of their first conversation, which
was rather a warm one, on this subject.
Honourable gentlemen opposite at first
desired to force this vote on the House, and
were only prevented from doing so by the
most determinéd opposition, and after
each of the local Legislatures had a
meeting and dealt with this particular sub-
ject. The action of the Dominion Government
on the subject seemed to him an assumption
of authority which was most extraordinary.
However, a victory had been achieved over
the Government in the matter, and his object
in rising was to congratulate the House that
the Finance Minister had been forced to
abandon his position and withdraw these
items from the estimates.

Hon. Mr. Rose would repeat that he
thought this really a debt of honour on the
two Provinces; but one of them had refused
to assent to it. He would therefore move that
the Committee rise, report the item which
had been passed, and ask leave to sit again.

Hon. Mr. Dorion said that all the members
from the Province of Quebec recognized that
this was a matter of assistance and encour-
agement, and the amounts ought to be paid.
He hoped means would be found to sustain
institutions which did so much good as those
under discussion.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau was sorry the Gov-
ernment abandoned their position, and yield-
ed to the sneers of the member for Lambton.
He (Mr. Chauveau) was sorry to see this for
the sake of the Government and the country.
The case was simply this, a debt, recognized
as a debt of honour, was lost to the poor,
blind, inflrm and orphans. These unfortunates
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had been cut out of a debt of honour by a
piece of sharp practice. Against this he
solemnly entered his protest.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin took a similar view.

Hon. John Sandfield Macdonald said that if
there was any sharp practice, it could not be
charged against the representatives from
Ontario. These items had not been put in the
estimates at the suggestion of any honourable
gentleman from that Province. No doubt the
representatives from the Province of Quebec
caused the Government to put in these items,
but they had been foiled.

Mr. Mackenzie rose to explain that his
objection had not been made, as the honoura-
ble gentleman insinuated, in order to deprive
the poor, blind unfortunates of that aid which
their unhappy condition required; but his
objection had been made simply because he
conceived that the Dominion Parliament had
no right to interfere with or vote away
money belonging to the Province of Ontario.
He protested against interference with what
was properly the business of the Local
Legislature.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said the whole case
turned on whether this was a debt or not. It
was not enough for the member for Cornwall
to deny the debt. If it was a debt it would
have to be paid; but was it a debt? That was
the question. There was a good deal of doubt
whether it was a debt or not, and the question
had been fully aired on a previous discussion.
There certainly had been an annual vote to
these institutions from year to year, and by a
change in the financial year these institutions
had been without notice deprived of this
amount, and very unfairly to them, he
thought. As it was not a legal debt, he
thought his honourable friend, the Finance
Minister, had no other course open to him
than to withdraw the items.

Dr. Parker advocated the free and inde-
pendent action of the Local Legislature.

Hon. Mr. Anglin repudiated the idea of
sharp practice, and thought that if the charge
applied at all, it applied to the honourable
gentleman from Quebec.

The items were then struck out, and the
Committee rose and reported the item. Report
to be adopted to-morrow.

THE MILITIA BILL
Sir G. E. Cartier moved that the House

resolve itself into Committee on the Militia
Bill.

Hon. Mr. Dorion rose to move an amend-
ment. He believed the effect of the Bill would
be to destroy the volunteer force and substi-
tute for it one most inefficient. Again, of all
the money to be expended under this Bill,
very little went to the men, but was expend-
ed in paying new officers, increasing the
allowance to old ones, and on contingencies.
Altogether, the new measure found no favour
in the country. He would therefore move in

eamendment, seconded by Mr. Mackenzie,
that it be an instruction to the Committee of
the Whole on the Militia Bill, that in the
opinion of the House the volunteer system is
of proved efficiency, is especially adapted to
the spirit and circumstances of the people,
and is capable of supplying a more efficient
and available force for the defence of the
country than that to be substituted by the
Bill; that therefore it is advisable to amend
the same by providing for the better mainte-
nance and encouragement of the volunteer
force and the drilling of officers of the or-
dinary militia, and that the ordinary mjiÂ4ia
shall not be called out by conscription, gxcept
in case of necessity.

Mr. Bellerose (in French) opposed the
amendment.

Mr. Jones (Halifax) urged the superiority
of the volunteer to the the conscription prin-
ciple.

Mr. Chamberlin from his personal ac-
quaintance with Volunteers, found that the
system was becoming effete, and argued that
that system imposed unequal burden upon
the willing portion of the community for the
advantages of those who were backward. The
expenses which had been entailed upon
Lieut.-Colonels were intolerable. A measure
such as the present, which presented the
alternative of choice between voluntary and
compulsory enrolment was in reality one of
assistance and encouragement to volunteer-
ing, as favouring the option of corps in which
to serve, and, although necessarily imperfect,
was a fair equitable method of distributing
the onus of the protection of the country.

Hon. Anglin had frequently heard it urged
that the Bill would destroy the volunteer sys-
tem, but had never heard a valid argument
offered in support of that theory. He would
oppose the amendment.

Mr. Blanchet (in French) maintained that
the volunteer system had exhausted itself,
and required such a stimulus as provided in
the measure to renew its vitality. He would
therefore vote against the amendment.
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Mr. Pope could not see any force in the
provisions of the amendment, and would
therefore support the Bill.

Hon. Mr. Johnson had a strong opinion at
one time against the volunteers, but he had
changed that opinion. He did not believe for
one minute that there was to be war between
Canada and the United States. He did not
believe in any such nonsense. (The honoura-
ble gentleman continued ta speak for somq
time amidst creaking of desks and cries of
"louder, louder, etc.")

Mr. Young said he believed this Bill was
intended to destroy the volunteer system. At
present in large cities and towns there was a
large number of volunteers, but under this
Bill each district being allowed to furnish
only a certain quota, the number of volun-
teers in the centres of population would be
greatly diminished. The amendment brought
the question directly before the House-shall
we continue the volunteer system, or shall we
have a conscription system substituted for it?
He thought the volunteer system should be
adhered to as most in accordance with the
genius of our people. He believed we had
now a much better force of volunteers than
the force we could obtain under the Bill. The
volunteer officers throughout the country
agreed that there had been a great deal of
mismanagement by the Government with ref-
erence to the volunteers, and that had there-
fore received proper encouragement, we
would now have a larger volunteer force than
the force proposed to be maintained by this
Bill, and much better drilled. He believed
20,000 volunteers, drilled as they were now,
would be of more value in the hour of danger
than the 40,000 men to be raised by this
measure. We should adhere to the volunteer
system, and not force on the people of this
country a system which they would not like.
He had never seen the press of Western
Canada, Conservative as well as Reform, so
unanimous on any subject as they had been
in. condemning this measure, which he be-
lieved was not only calculated but intended
by the Minister of Militia to destroy the
volunteer force. If we had another Fenian
raid during the coming season, the measure
of the Minister of Militia would afford no
efficient means of repelling it.

Mr. Sproa± believed the volunteer system
could be kept up efficiently if better induce-
ment were held up. He had no doubt, howev-
er, his honourable friend would have up-
braided the Ministry if they had come down
with any extravagant scheme for paying and

maintaining the volunteer force. He (Mr.
Sproat) would gladly endeavour to sustain
the volunteer force if the Bill should pass,
and he believed with proper efforts, even
under this Bill, a great deal could be done to
keep it in a state of efficiency. He hoped in
Committee it would be decided to bring the
Bill into force immediately instead of the lst
of July. Some of the objections he had urged
to the Bill at the second reading had been
removed by conversations subsequently with
the Minister of Militia.

Mr. Oliver said if the volunteer force had
been properly used by Government, instead
of having diminished by twelve thousand
men it would have increased by that number.
This Bill would be fatal to the volunteer
force. If they did not on its passage send in
their resignations en masse, they would un-
doubtedly dwindle away under its operations.
He opposed the Bill chiefly on account of the
prominent feature which characterized it
-that of conscription. He did not think this
measure would contribute to the defence of
the country. The extravagance of our Gov-
ernment now, as for many years past, was
driving our young men out of the country
into the United States. A wise, economical
system of Government, under which our peo-
ple would become prosperous and remain
attached to our country and our institutions,
would be the most efficient system of defence
which we could adopt. With proper encour-
agement, we would get enough volunteers to
enroll themselves for the defence of the coun-
try. On the other hand, a conscriptive militia
systen on an extravagant and useless system
of fortifications would produce discontent
among our people, and produce in other parts
of the Dominion the same unhappy state of
things which now existed in Nova Scotia. He
thought 50 cents a day altogether inadequate
for the payment of the volunteers. That por-
tion of the people who did not enroll them-
selves for military training ought to be made
to pay, and would willingly pay enough to
provide 75 cents a day for the volunteers.
The enforcing, however, of a system of cen-
soring them would have the most unhappy
effects.

Hon. Mr. Langevin (in French) spoke in
support of the Bill.

Mr. Brown suggested that the latter part of
the amendment-"that the ordinary militia
shall not be called out except in case of
necessity"-be dropped as unnecessary. He
expressed his confidence in the volunteer sys-
tem, and thought it would be better not to
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resort to any enforced enrollment. He would
support the amendment if the latter clause
was left out.

Sir G. E. Cartier said when the member for
Waterloo asseverated that this Bill was in-
tended to kill the volunteer force, he really
believed the honourable gentleman could not
have read the Bill. The measure placed the
volunteer system in the very foreground. It
was only necessary to read the 41st section to
be satisfied of this, for under that section in
any regimental division where the quota was
filled up by volunteers, conscription would
not take place. He respected the Volunteers,
they had achieved a great deal, and that was
a good reason why they should not be wiped
out. The reason why lie had provided that
Volunteers should serve three years and the
drawn men only two was that he wanted to
give the Volunteers the first place in the field
of honour, but in order to meet the views of
Col. Bowell lie would introduce an amend-
ment to give credit to Volunteers for the time
they had already served as part of the three
years of service.

Mr. Bowell-I thank you for that.

Sir G. E. Cartier proceeded, in reply to the
objection that the Bill would put the present
Volunteer force out of existence, to point to
the clause which provided that three months
would be allowed to volunteers for saying
whether they would enroll themselves under
the new system. The member for HocheIaga
objected to conscription at this moment.
Under the law introduced by that honourable
gentleman's own government, there were
88,000 conscripted men liable for six days'
service in the year. He had been astonished
to hear the remarks of the member for
Halifax after the conversation he had had
with that gentleman. He would not repeat
what the honourable gentleman had stated to
him.

Mr. Jones (Halifax) said the honourable
gentleman might repeat it, if he chose.

Sir G. E. Cariier said the honourable gen-
tleman had stated to him that the existing
laws of Nova Scotia were harder on the
population than this law would be. Under the
existing law, the whole militia service men
were obliged to be drilled five days in the
year. He (Mr. Cartier) was ready to meet any
number of inhabitants of Nova Scotia, and
compare this measure with their existing
laws, and he undertook to make out such a
case that the people of Nova Scotia would

give a verdict in his favour-that his law
released them from an immense burden,
which the member for Halifax would like to
see continued. He claimed that this was a
measure of relief for the militia men of the
old Province of Canada, and of Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick.

Mr. Jones said lie had taken the ground in
conversation with Mr. Cartier, that the old
militia law of Nova Scotia, requiring five
days' drill from the militia men, was not an
efficient measure, and had urged on him a
good measure for encouraging the volunteer
movement.

Hon. J. Sandfield Macdonald thought the
amendment of his honourable friend from
Hochelaga placed too much reliance on the
efficiency of the volunteers. When there was
any danger, there could be no body of men
more willing to turn out; but in time of peace
they were a costly establishment, and it was
difficult to maintain discipline among them.
He presumed that the Minister of Militia
must have based his measure on the rep-
resentations which had reached him, that
another organization more efficient than that
of volunteers should be adopted. This Bill
proposed to have 40,000 men subject to mili-
tary training for the whole Dominion. The
existing law introduced by his (Macdonald's)
Government in 1863 provided a system under
which 88,000 men might be called out for the
old Province of Canada alone. This Bill called
out 40,000 by a more costly process. The
Minister of Militia seemed desirous by a more
general subdivision to familiarize the sections
where there were now no volunteers with
militia training. His honourable friend well
knew that two thirds of the volunteers had
been supplied by Upper Canada, and that in
Lower Canada, except in the cities of Quebec
and Montreal, very little of a volunteer or-
ganization existed.

Sir G. E. Cartier-Hear, hear.

Hon. J. Sandfield Macdonald proceeded to
say that no doubt the Minister of Militia had
felt that his own people in Lower Canada
ought to turn out as well as those of Upper
Canada, and with that view the Bill was well
drawn. In consideration of the absence in
Lower Canada of the volunteer spirit which
had been witnessed in Upper Canada, unless
when the feelings of the people were roused
by danger, any legislation on the statute book
as to the organization of the Militia must prove
a dead letter. A law on the statute book
would not rouse a national spirit. That would
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only be aroused when danger was apprehend-
ed. The honourable gentleman expected to
have 40,000 men turn out and be well drilled.
He (Mr. Macdonald) however, believed that
by paying them only half a dollar a day, the
honourable gentleman in time of peace would
fail in accomplishing that object. But he did
well in placing on the statute book a means
of organizing the Militia, which was no bet-
ter, however, than that which we had now.
The honourable gentleman could not improve
on the existing system for organizing the
Militia. Gentlemen opposite were to blame
for having, since 1863, increased the staff to
an unpardonable extent. The staff in Mon-
treal connected with the Militia Department
was unpardonably expensive. He was pre-
pared to support the Minister of Militia in his
scheme on the ground that it was a very
small improvement, if an improvement at all,
on the existing laws which were intended to
prepare us for the defence of the country,
and there might be a justification for its
enactment in its being necessary to have a
uniform militia law for the whole Dominion.
And as he was prepared to adhere to the law
which he (Mr. Sandfield Macdonald) and his
colleagues had placed on the statute book, he
was prepared to support the Bill and to
oppose the amendment of his honourable
friend from Hochelaga.

Hon. Mr. Holton congratulated the Minister
of Militia on the peculiar kind of support he
had received from the member for Cornwall.
In the first place, the honourable gentleman
said this Bill was no improvement on the
existing law; next he stated that while it was
no improvement on the existing system, it
would cost a great deal more; and then he
went on to say that any militia law which
could be enacted would in piping times of
peace practically prove a dead letter. In that
opinion he (Mr. Holton) was inclined to agree
with him; and because that was likely to be
the fact, he doubted very much the expedien-
cy of expending so large a sum of money as
would be required under this Bill, when there
was no particular emergency. But the point
to which he particularly wished to call the
attention of the House, and especially of the
representatives from Lower Canada, was the
statement by the member for Cornwall,
cheered by the Minister of Militia, that the
people of Lower Canada had been recreant to
their duty as regarded the defence of their
country. As a representative of a Lower
Canada constituency, he (Mr. Holton) asserted
that that statement was not borne out by
facts. He begged to protest, with all the

[Mr. J. S. Macdonald (Cornwall) ,

energy at his command, against a statement
which, though perhaps not so intended, yet
when re-echoed by the Minister of Militia,
became a slander on the people of Lower
Canada.

Hon. J. Sandiield Macdonald explained that
what he stated was that the volunteer or-
ganization fell far short in Lower Canada of
what it had been in Upper Canada. He had
not said the people of Lower Canada had
failed in their duty in regard to the defence
of their country.

Mr. Mackenzie said he had been amused in
observing the various reasons given by
honourable gentlemen for their votes on this
and the fortifications measure. The member
for Sherbrooke voted for the fortification
scheme as one which would defeat annexa-
tion. The member for East Toronto voted for
it because (as he was pleased to term it) the
females of Buffalo were deficient in the milk
of human kindness. (Laughter). A gentleman
behind him (Mr. Mackenzie) supported the
Bill before the House, because he was sat-
isfied it would not be prejudicial to the
volunteer force as at first supposed. Then, the
member for Glengarry supported the Bill
because he believed it would not do a great
deal more harm than the old Bill. It seemed
to that honourable gentleman necessary to
have a militia Bill on the statute book, and
this suited him as well as another. (Hear,
hear). His (Mr. Mackenzie's) idea of a militia
Bill was that it should be a measure of
defence providing a sort of internal police to
be used on urgency as in 1866. They could
not always depend on having a body of
British troops in this Province, and if they
continued to have them they might expect to
pay for them as other Provinces did. It
became their duty to provide an organization
which could be depended on in the event of
disturbance within or without. His opinion
was that the volunteer force was the only one
which could be depended on in an emergen-
cy. They were much better drilled than
would be the active militia force under this
or any other Bill, without spending an enor-
mous sum of money. The question was
-would the eight days drill proposed by this
measure put that force on a footing fairly to
supply a want which it must be anticipated
would be created one way or another? His
own conviction was that in this the Bill
would utterly fail. The outlay, too, was utter-
ly disproportioned to the results to be
achieved. In his opinion, their efforts should
be directed, as they were first directed by the
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member for Cornwall, in 1863, towards edu-
cating a body of officers who would be able
in such an emergency to take charge of the
men. That the proposed system would be a
failure he was convinced. A year hence, he
believed, it would be owned by the Minister
of Militia that he had failed in this measure to
provide a substitute for the volunteer force.
If the present Bill went into force, at least
one-third or one-half the present number of
volunteer companies in Canada would be dis-
banded. In reality, the Bill furnished a mere
name, without any substance of an active
militia force.

Mr. Bowell said he would vote for the Bill
going into Committee, with a view of urging
on the Committee the various amendments, of
which he had given notice.

Mr. Dorion's amendment was then nega-
tived-Yeas, 41; Nays, 100.

Yeas-Messrs. Bechard, Bodwell, Bourassa,
Bowman, Brown, Cameron, (Huron), Cheval,
Connell, Coupal, Dorion, Ferris, Forbes,
Fortier, Geoffrion, Godin, Holton, Jones
(Halifax), Kempt, Kierzkowski, Macfarlane,
Mackenzie, McCallum, McMonies, Metcalfe,
Mills, Morison (Victoria), Oliver, Paquet,
Parker, Pozer, Redford, Rymal, Scatcherd,
Snider, Stirton, Thompson (Haldimand),
Thompson (Ontario), Tremblay, Wells,
Whitehead, Young-41.

Nays-Messrs. Abbott, Anglin, Archam-
beault, Ault, Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, Be-
noit, Bertrand, Blanchet, Bolton, Bowell,
Brown, Brousseau, Burton, Cameron (Peel),
Campbell, Carling, Caron, Cartier, Cart-
wright, Casault, Cayley, Chamberlin, Chau-
veau, Cimon, Colby, Costigan, Crawford
(Brockville), Crawford (Leeds), DeNiverville,
Desaulnier, Dobbie, Dufresne, Ferguson,
Fortin, Galt, Gaucher, Gendron, Gibbs, Grant,

Gray, Grover, Heath, Holmes, Howland,
Hurdon, Irvine, Jackson, Johnson, Keeler,
Kirkpatrick, Langevin, Langlois, Lapum,
Lawson, Little, Macdonald (Cornwall),
McDonald (Glengarry), Sir J. A. Macdonald,
McDonald (Middlesex), Magill, Masson,
(Soulanges), Masson (Terrebonne), McCarthy,
McConkey, McDougall, McGreevy, McKeag-
ney, McMillan, Merrit, Morris, Morrison (Ni-
agara), Munro, O'Connor, Perry, Pope, Pou-
liot, Rankin, Read, Renaud, Robitaille, Rose,
Ross (Dundas), Ross (Prince Edward), Ryan
(Kings, N.B.) Ryan (Montreal), Savary,
Shanly, Simard, Simpson, Sproat, Stevenson,
Tilley, Walsh, Webb, White, Wilson, Wood,
Workman-100.

Dr. Parker said he had given notice of an
amendment with reference to the excess and
expenditure for staff and departmental offi-
cers. He should not move it now; but if he
thought it necessary after the Bill had come
out of Committee, would move it at a subse-
quent stage.

The House then went into Committee of
the Whole on the Bill-Mr. Campbell in the
Chair.

Mr. Bowell moved to strike out the word
"volunteer" wherever it appeared on the Bill,
and substitute the word "active".

Sir G. E. Cartier said that if he did this he
might as well tear up his Bill: the amend-
ment would lead to such confusion.

Mr. Brown also opposed the amendment.
The amendment was lost.

Mr. Bowell moved several amendments,
which were lost.

The Committee rose and reported progress,
and obtained leave to sit again to-morrow.

The House adjourned at half-past one
o'clock.

May 12, 1868





HOUSE OF COMMONS

Wednesday, May 13, 1868

FIRST SITTING

The Speaker took the chair at eleven
o'clock.

GUEBEC BENCH

In reply to Mr. Masson (Soulanges), who
asked whether it is true that two of the
judges of the Court of Queen's Bench or of
the Superior Court have tendered their resig-
nations; whether those resignations have been
accepted; and whether it is intended to ap-
point two other persons in their places, and if
so, when?

JUDGES OF QUEBEC

In reply to Mr. Masson,
Sir J. A. Macdonald said the Judges in the

Province of Quebec had proffered their resig-
nations on condition of receiving a retiring
allowance of two-thirds of their salaries. The
funds at the disposal of the Government for
that purpose were not sufficient and would
not be till the Acts now before Parliament
became law. If the Government funds were
abIe to provide the retiring allowances for
these three Judges, their resignations would
be accepted and their successors appointed.

Mr. Wright moved that a Select Committee
be appointed to inquire into the administra-
tion of justice in the district of Ottawa, and
that the petition of Thomas McGory and
others be referred to the same Committee for
their report, with power to send for persons,
papers, and records-said Committee to con-
sist of Hon. J. H. Cameron, Campbell,
Huntington, Holton, Blake, Morris, Langlois,
Robitaille, Dufresne, Webb, Pope, Casault,
Savary, Bellerose, Scatcherd, Desaulnier, and
the mover.

In reply to the Hon. Mr. Dorion,
Mr. Wright said it was his intention by this

motion to have an examination by the
Committee of the petition against Judge
Lafontaine, with a view to ulterior proceed-
ings by the House.
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Sir G. E. Cartier suggested the addition of
the names of Messrs. Dorion and Irvine.

Hon. Mr. Dorion said he had to leave the
city on urgent private business, and could not
serve.

Hon. Mr. Holton thought it was too late in
the session to move such a Committee. It
could not now do any good.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said an inquiry of this
kind could probably not be completed in one
session. There would be an advantage in the
Committee meeting now and arranging modes
of procedure, and next session the same
Committee might be appointed to proceed
with the inquiry.

Hon. J. S. Macdonald urged that the strik-
ing of a Committee was not a proper course
of procedure. The Government should issue a
Commission of Inquiry.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin argued that the House
should take the initiative. After the House
had decided there should be an inquiry, then
the Government might issue a Commission.

Hon. J. H. Cameron said the Government
might issue a general Commission to inquire
into the administration of justice in the
District of Ottawa, but they could not at this
stage issue a Commission to inquire into the
conduct of a Judge. He thought the Gov-
ernment should assume the responsibility of
an inquiry of this kind. The petition should
have been presented to Government, and on
that the Government should base an inquiry
as to whether proceedings should be institut-
ed. If the House was not satisfied with the
action of the Government, proceedings might
then be taken here. He thought the best thing
that could be done was to have a Committee
to report on the mode of procedure to be
adopted in all such cases, and on that report
to base legislation.

Sir John A. Macdonald utterly dissented
from the idea that the Government should
initiate proceedings. It was destructive of the
doctrine that the Bench should be equally
independent of the Crown and the people. He
would suggest that during this session the
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Committee confine themselves to the one
point of the mode of procedure in such cases,
that their report on being adopted by the
House, would be the basis for action next
session.

Hon. Mr. Hol±on said he had had an oppor-
tunity of perusing in manuscript the chapter
of Todd's Parliamentary and Constitutional
History, which related to this subject, and
which had hitherto been an unwritten chap-
ter in English history. There, all the cases of
impeachment of judges since the time of
William and Mary, only five in number, were
carefully examined. In only one case, that of
Sir Jonah Barrington, had the proceedings
gone to the last extremity. From these cases
Mr. Todd deduced these inferences that the
Government should lead in such prosecutions,
and that they should proceed by means of a
Commission of Inquiry.

CANAL LABOUR ON SUNDAYS

Mr. Abbo± moved an address to the Gov-
ernor-General, praying that he will be
pleased to order the series of Canals, known
as the Carillon and Grenville Canals, to be
closed for traffic on Sundays. He said that at
present there was a great deal of traffic on
these canals on Sundays, depriving of the rest
to which they were entitled numerous em-
ployees of the Government or others. It had
also the effect of compelling the farmers and
others residing along the line of the canals to
remain at home on Sunday to protect their
property, as the class of people passing along
would be able otherwise to commit depreda-
tions with comparative impunity. Sometimes
the postal and travelling necessities of the
public were urged as a plea for keeping open
public works on Sunday. This plea did not
apply in this case, as neither mails nor pas-
sengers went by these canals. Numerous peti-
tions had been presented from the residents
along the route, of every race and denomina-
tion, praying the stoppage of this Sunday
labour.

Mr. Wright said it should be remembered
that these canals were the only outlet for the
great sawn lumber trade of the City of Ot-
tawa, and its vicinity, and that the facilities
for its movement were inadequate to its ex-
tent.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said it was desirable
that there should be uniformity in this matter
with respect to ail the canals, and accordingly
proceeded now to state what was the practice

[Sir J. A. Macdonald (Kingston).]

on the other canals. He would not argue the
question on one side or the other. In a case of
this sort, the Government should act in ac-
cordance with public sentiment, and that sen-
timent could best be expressed by this House.
He might remark, however, that it did not
appear to his mind that morality or the
observance of the divine law would be neces-
sarily secured by closing the canals on Sun-
day. In support of this observation he read
from a petition from a company who were
now establishing a daily line of steainers on
the Welland Canal, and who represented that
it would not only answer the purposes of
trade, but would be in the interests of public
morality if they were allowed to proceed with
their carrying business on Sundays as on
other days.

Hon. Mr. Dorion thought if the barges on
the canal were stopped on Sundays, the em-
ployees, instead of going to church, would
procure liquor, and the scenes of tippling and
disorder that would occur in consequence
would be deplorable. It should be considered
also that the season of navigation was ex-
ceedingly short, and that serious loss would
occur from closing the canals on Sundays. It
was chiefly, however, in the interests of pub-
lic morality that he would oppose it.

Hon. J. S. Macdonald, in support of Mr.
Dorion's argument, narrated some circum-
stances which had come under his own obser-
vation. He had stopped on one occasion at the
house of a resident on one of the canals near
the lock gate, and the lady was very eloquent
in urging him, as a member of Parliament, to
use his influence to get the canals shut on
Sunday. She urged how hard it was on the
lockman and others that they did not get
their seventh day's rest, and could not go to
the preaching of the Word. Very soon after-
wards the lock gave way on a flood, and it
took all the following Monday to repair it. A
lot of barges were detained in the neighbour-
hood, and on the Sunday a sort of pan-
demonium was enacted, and what touched
her more personally, the lady, he referred to
had her geese and turkeys stolen. The next
time he saw her, when recounting these cir-
cumstances, she said she would like the ob-
servation of the Sabbath to commence at the
next lock. (Laughter).

Mr. Mackenzie said that the member for
Cornwall had shown the ridiculous side of the
question very well, but it had to be considered
from another point of view. The observance
of the Sabbath day was a duty incumbent on
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them as a Christian people, and that they, as
legislators, ought to do their duty in promot-
ing the observance of the Sabbath. Apart
from any moral objection, and considering it
merely as a matter of policy, the utility of the
course proposed by the honourable member
for Argenteuil would be at once apparent. No
good ever came of Sabbath-breaking, whether
by individuals or communities. As a promi-
nent instance of the results of Sabbath-
breaking, the honourable gentleman alluded
to the City of Buffalo-the distinguishing
characteristic of which was Sunday desecra-
tion. No city was more noted for its profliga-
cy, political and moral. (Hear, hear). He had
no hesitation as to the course he should
pursue on the question before the House,
believing that all legitimate labour gained by
the proper observance of the Sabbath, and
that public servants were entitled to rest on
that day. He would vote for the motion
before this House. He believed, too, that this
was a change desired by many of those
employed on American steamboats and on
Canadian vessels. Many of these men, he felt
confident, desired to observe the Sabbath day
properly, and should not be prevented from
so doing. As an instance of the working of
the present system he stated that the
Northern Transportation Company made it
their business to get their vessels to leave
Oswego or Rochester, so that they should
pass through the canals on Sunday. The legis-
lature of the Dominion, he contended, ought
not to lend itself to anything of this kind, and
he earnestly entreated the House to vote for
the motion.

Mr. Connell mentioned that which came
under his own observation during the last 15
or 20 years in regard to this matter of Sab-
bath observance, and showed the good results
which had followed the discontinuance of
Sunday labour.

Mr. Morris thought that the House and
country both very much indebted to the
honourable gentleman for Argenteuil for
bringing forward this motion. Laying aside
altogether the moral question involved in this
matter, it was the duty of the legislature on
physical grounds to do what they could to
enjoin and promote Sabbath observances.

Mr. Masson (Soulanges) who thought he
was as acute an observer as the last speaker,
was opposed to the motion, as instead of
promoting Sabbath observance it would tend
to Sabbath desecration.
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Mr. Merritt would vote for the motion. He
instanced the closing of the Welland Canal on
Sunday which had been productive of the
best results. At first it had been supposed
that it would be impossible to close the canal
on Sundays, but experience had demonstrated
that it was a great improvement to close the
canals.

Mr. Gibbs thought the statement of the last
speaker the best argument which could be
adduced in favour of the motion. He (Mr.
Gibbs) hoped it would carry and that not
merely this particular canal, but all the
canals would be closed on the Sabbath. If the
Government would take a stand in this mat-
ter they would find the business of the coun-
try could be as well done in the six days as
the seven.

Mr. Ross (Dundas) also hoped the motion
would carry. By observing the Sabbath the
country would undoubtedly be more prosper-
ous, for they could not expect the Blessing of
God while violating deliberately and con-
tinually His express commands.

Dr. Grant had listened with pleasure to the
views expressed on this subject by those who
desired to see the Sabbath properly observed,
He hoped that all the canals in the Dominion
would be closed on the Sabbath.

Mr. Currier said there was a given quantity
of lumber manufactured in this section which
must pass this canal. If the Government
would spend a few thousand dollars in en-
larging it, the work might be done in six
days, but until that was done he hoped the
member for Argenteuil would not press his
motion.

The motion was carried.

FEES ON LAW PROCEEDINGS IN
ONTARIO

Mr. Wood moved an address for cop-
ies of all minutes or Orders-in-Council re-
specting the fees collected on law proceedings
in the Province of Ontario since the lst of
July last, and the disposition to the same. He
said he moved this less for the sake of the
information to be obtained by the address,
than with a view to have the matter put on a
satisfactory footing. Under the British-
America Act, the superior County Court
Judges in the several Provinces were paid by
the Dominion. In Upper Canada there were
taxes on legal proceedings which were entirely
local, and did not exist in any other part of
the Dominion. They might be divided into
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two classes: lst there were the fees collected
in the proceedings of the Superior Courts
-the Courts of Queen's Bench, Common
Pleas and Chancery. Acts of the late Province
of Canada had substituted stamps for collec-
tion of these fees, and they were called the
C.F., or Consolidated Fund stamps. These fees
were originally imposed to pay certain offi-
cers and expenses of the several courts, and
were so appropriated down to the time of the
passing of the Act 12 Vic., Chap. 63. By that
Act these fees were founded and salaries
fixed for the clerks of the Crown and other
officers in these several courts. The fees being
thus funded went into the Consolidated
Revenue of the late Province of Canada, and
for the year ending 20th June, 1867, amounted
to about $25,000. The salaries of the
officers formerly paid out of this fund also
amounted to about $25,000. By the construc-
tion which the Ottawa Government are giv-
ing to the British North America Act, these
fees (a corresponding or like tax not existing
in any other Province) are going into the
Dominion exchequer, and yet the Province of
Ontario is obliged to pay these very officers,
for payment of whose services these fees
were originally imposed. A more unjust pro-
ceeding could not be conceived. The Province
paid the Master, Registar, and other officers
and clerks of the Court of Chancery, Clerks
of the Crown, and deputies, and other officers
in the Queen's Bench and Common Pleas,
Registrar of Surrogate Court, etc., to the
amount of upwards of $25,000. It paid out of
the Provincial taxation all these officers to
whom these fees originally belonged, and
who had received fixed salaries in lieu of them;
and yet the whole of these fees went into the
revenue of the Dominion! He had -spoken to
several members of the Government of the
subject. They seemed to have a dreamy,
cloudy notion that there ought to be some
remedy, but nothing had been done. Then
there was another class of fees called the F.F.,
or fee-fund fees. Originally these fees were
established in the old district courts, a scale
of fees being fixed by which the Judge had a
certain sum for every decision he made, and
the clerk a certain sum on every proceeding,
writ, etc. By the Country Court Act of 1845
these fees were all funded, and the Judges
were paid by salary-when the Division
Courts were established fees were also im-
posed. So also when the Surrogate Court was
established certain fees were imposed which
went into the fee fund. A portion of the fund
was supposed to be applicable to payment of
the County Court Judges. It was but justice

[Mr. Wood (Brant South) J

to say, as between Upper and Lower Canada,
that it had been supposed the expenses of the
County Court Judges in Upper Canada were
greater than the expenses of the Judges in
Lower Canada. But if any one would look at
the estimates of the Dominion, it would be
found that the amounts estimated to be paid
for salaries of Judges in the Province of
Quebec and for salaries of Judges in Ontario,
relatively to the amount of taxation each
Province was supposed to pay in proportion
to population, were about equal. There was
no advantage one way or other. He held that
when the British America Act provided that
the Dominion should pay the salaries of the
Judges, it could not have been contemplated
that the amount thus paid should be raised
by local taxation in any part of the Domin-
ion. He submitted, therefore, that the Gov-
ernment should take such action as would
ensure Ontario, on account of these fees from
lst July last, and that they should be paid
over to that Province. Unless this were done,
the people of Ontario would labour under a
strong sense of injustice, inflicted on them by
the Dominion Government. From the expres-
sions he had heard from all parties in the
Province of Ontario, he believed that if some-
thing were not done by the Dominion Gov-
ernment and Parliament, the Legislature of
Ontario would be called upon to act in the
matter, and that very speedily, for it must be
obvious to everyone that that Legislature will
not submit to this exceptional taxation. What
a delusion it is to say that the Dominion
Government shall have the power of appoint-
ing the Superior and County Court Judges,
and shall fix their salaries, and provide for
the payment of the same, if nevertheless in
Ontario these salaries, or the greater portion
of them, are to be collected by taxation on
legal proceedings, the like being imposed in
no other Province, but in all the other
Provinces the Judges being paid out of the
Consolidated Revenue of the Dominion, that
is out of taxation imposed equally upon
Ontario as well as all other parts of the
Dominion. If Ontario is this way to be called
upon to pay its Judges, it will insist upon the
other Provinces doing the same, and will
claim the right of appointing its own Judges.
He said he had thus prominently brought this
subject before the House in order to elicit
from the learned Knight at the head of the
Government, an expression of the views of
Ministers in reference to the same, and if
possible a declaration that these two fee
funds C.F. and the F.F. of right belong to
Ontario, to deal with for its own purposes as it
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may see fit, and that all that has been collect-
ed and paid over to the Dominion since the
first of July last, shall be accounted for and
refunded to Ontario.

Sir John A. Macdonald said there were
three fee funds in Upper Canada, first, there
was the Osgoode Hall fund, consisting of fees
specially charged to meet the debentures is-
sued for the erection of Osgoode Hall and
additions to it. As to this, he would suggest
an arrangement by which the Province of
Ontario would relieve the Dominion of the
debt for Osgoode Hall, and take these fees.
As to the offices, he considered there must be
an arrangement made between the Dominion
and the Local Government. His present opin-
ion was that the Treasurer of Ontario was
right in the ground he took with reference to
them, and that they belonged to the Province
of Ontario. But, if there was to be legislation
on the subject, it must be in the Legislature
of Ontario, and not here. As to the local court
or F. F. fund by the law of the late Province
of Canada the salaries of the County Judges
were to be paid out of that fund, and the
deficiency, if any, was to be made up out of
the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the
Province. By the Union Act, the salaries of
all County Court and Superior Courts Judges
were to be paid by the Dominion, and that
must be held to mean that they were to be
paid according to the provision of the law,
just in the same way as in New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia, where there were certain
fees exacted for payment of the Superior
Court Judges.

Mr. Wood said he was informed by the
member for Guysboro' (Mr. Campbell) that
there were no such fees in Nova Scotia.

Sir John A. Macdonald said, at all events,
there were fees of that kind in New Bruns-
wick. Until the law was changed, the Union
Act threw on the Dominion the obligation
which formerly existed on the Province, to
pay the deficiencies between the fee fund and
the salaries fixed by law. He did not desire to
discuss the question now, whether that law
should be changed. He might have a strong
personal opinion that, with reference to
Ontario, it ought to be changed. The matter
might be arranged by a previous understand-
ing between the Dominion Government and
the Government of Ontario, but would have
to be legislated on. There might be legisla-
tion, however, as to the officers in the Local
Legislature, for he presumed these fees must
belong to the Local Government. Meanwhile,

[Mr. Wood (Brant South).]

no practical difficulty could arise. All these
funds would be kept separate, and when the
necessary legislation had taken place they
could be divided, so much for the Local and
so much for the General Government.

The motion was withdrawn.

RECORDERS' SALARIES IN ONTARIO

Mr. Wood then moved an address for
copies of all orders or minutes of Council and
correspondence in respect of payment of
salaries of the Recorders in the Province of
Ontario. He said he moved this because there
seemed to be a difficulty about the payment
of Recorders which ought to be settled one
way or the other. The Legislature of Ontario
had made no provision in the estimates for
payment of the Recorders, because the
Municipal Act of 1868 stated that the salaries
of Recorders should be defrayed out of the
fee fund from which the salaries of County
Court Judges were defrayed. At the same
time the appointment of the Recorders rested
with the Provincial Government, and it might
be supposed that the Province should pay
them, as they were not included in the list of
Judges whose salaries were to be paid by the
Dominion. And as the Minister of Finance of
the Dominion declined making any provision
for the payment of the Recorders, it would
appear they were to be left without pay. The
matter could easily be settled if the Dominion
Government would give up to the Province of
Ontario the fee fund of which he had spoken;
or perhaps the leader of the Government
would say that he would take the responsibil-
ity of ordering these salaries to be paid,
charging them against the fee fund in ac-
count with the Province of Ontario. In that
way the difficulty would be removed, until a
final settlement was arrived at about these
fee funds.

Sir J. A. Macdonald thought the Treasurer,
according to his own argument, should have
provided for these salaries in the Supply Bill.
He thought the Local Government would be
quite justified in paying them, but meanwhile
there would be no difficulty about paying the
salaries out of the fee fund until the matter
was settled.

Hon. J. S. Macdonald said there was an-
other matter involved in this question. The
Recorders heretofore appointed were not un-
der the control of the Province, and could not
be removed by the Provincial Government,
and the people might refuse to pay officers
over whom they had no control.
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Sir J. A. Macdonald said the payment of
salaries must go with the power of appoint-
ment.

The motion was then withdrawn.

L'ISLET ELECTION
Messrs. Cimon, Caron, Connell, D. A.

McDonald, and M. C. Cameron, Chairman,
were sworn in at the Clerk's Table as a
Committee to try the L'Islet election.

TRINITY HOUSE, QUEBEC
Mr. Robitaille moved for a copy of answer

made to the report of Trinity House, Quebec,
asked by an address of this House on the 6th
inst.-Carried.

PROPOSED BAY OF QUINTE CANAL
Mr. Keeler moved to refer the address

respecting the proposed canal between Lake
Ontario and the Bay of Quinte to the Select
Committee on Maritime and Fluvial Fish-
eries.-Carried.

CARRYING MAILS ACROSS THE STRAIT
OF CANSO

Mr. Cameron (Inverness) moved an address
for petitions, correspondence, etc., respecting
the carrying of mails across the Strait of
Canso.-Carried.

AFTERNOON SITTING

The Speaker took the Chair again at 4
o'clock.

STEAM ENGINES

In reply to Mr. Young, Mr. Tilley said the
Customs Department had no knowledge of
any steam engines having been admitted as
miii machinery free of duty during the past
or present year.

INSOLVENCY

Sir John A. Macdonald introduced a Bill
respecting insolvency. He stated that this was
an extension to the whole Dominion of the
Canadian Act, with such improvements as the
experience of four years in the judgment of
the Committee had shown to be necessary.

SUMMARY JUSTICE

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald the
House went into Committee-Mr. Campbell
in the Chair--on the Bill for the more prompt

and summary administration of justice in
certain criminal cases.

The Bill was reported and was read a third
time and passed.

MILITIA BILL

On motion of Sir G. E. Cartier, the House
went again into Committee-Mr. Campbell in
the Chair-on the Bill respecting the Militia
and Defence of the Dominion of Canada.

The 18th clause was amended on motion of
Mr. Cartier as follows:-In the 3rd line in-
stead of "battalions and companies of garri-
son Artillery," the words "brigades and bat-
teries of garrison Artillery" were substituted.
Also to the end of the lst section of the
clause was added "who may provide for the
enrolinent of such officers as may be neces-
sary for the purpose of field batteries of
Artillery and troops of cavalry."

Dr. Grant strongly insisted on the necessity
for organizing a full proper army medical
department, and not leaving these most im-
portant matters to be dealt with only when
the necessity for their use arose. At the same
time he felt that too much ought not to be
expected from the Government at the com-
mencement of their present very arduous
task.

Hon. Mr. Johnson said his honourable
friend wanted a medical department. Was it
possible the volunteers were not dying fast
enough, and that efforts must be made to let
the doctors loose on them to kill off the
remainder. (Loud laughter). He (Mr. Johnson)
was in favour of the Militia Bill generally,
though he objected to it in several particulars.

Sir G. E. Cartier said that in accordance
with the suggestion just made, he would
move to amend the 2nd section of the 18th
clause by inserting the word "a medical"
between the words "Commissariat Hospital"
on the 1st of the sub-section. Carried.

On motion of Sir G. E. Cartier the 19th
clause was amended by striking out in the
oath the words, "for the defence of the Do-
minion of Canada."

On the 36th clause,
Hon. Col. Gray moved to strike out the

latter part of the words "and Colonels ap-
pointed by commission signed by the Com-
manders of Her Majesty's regular forces in
Canada, shall command Colonels of Militia,
whatever be the date of their respective com-
missions."
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1 Sir G. E. Cartier said that the Bill as it
stood was in this respect merely enacting that
which was law in Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick already. Besides the alterations
proposed could such be made under the
Mutiny Act.

Mr. Scatcherd said that if this were the
law already he did not see the necessity for
the Bill.

The amendment was lost.
The House rose at six o'clock.

EVENING SITTING

The Speaker again took the Chair at 7:30.

WHITEAVES RELIEF BILL

Mr. Workman, seconded by Mr. Kirkpa-
rick, moved the second reading of the Bill
from the Senate for the relief of Joseph
Frederick Whiteaves.

Hon. Mr. Irvine said he did not wish to
occupy the attention of the House by saying
anything on the principle of this Bill. He was
opposed to it, and his object in rising was to
call the attention of the leader of the Govern-
ment to the proceedings in this case, which
were not in accordance with the usual form
of Parliamentary proceedings. The rule in
England had been that proceedings of this
kind should originate in the House of Lords,
and that the evidence taken before that House
should be sent down to the Commons to be
referred to the Committee in charge of the Bill.
That practice had never been departed from,
and on this, as well as other evidence, the facts
were to be established. In the present case no
evidence whatever had been taken before the
Senate. The evidence on which the Bill had
been passed was the testimony adduced in
the Court in Montreal on an action brought
to obtain separation and he desired to bring
under the notice of the House the dangerous
results which might follow from the present
practice. The objects of the action under
which this evidence had been taken were of a
nature entirely different from those sought to
be obtained by this Bill. The judgment ob-
tained in Court did not annul the marriage
contract. It merely sanctioned the living
apart of the married couple, and the effect of
such a judgment might be set aside by the
simple consent of the parties at any time. It
seemed to him, that the House should not
allow such an important measure as this to
pass on evidence taken in a proceeding hav-
ing in view an entirely different object, one

of much less importance and far less conse-
quence that the present proceeding. While he
would vote against the Bill under any cir-
cumstances-being opposed to it on princi-
ple-he also thought it his duty to direct the
attention of the Government specially to the
point he raised.

Mr. Scatcherd said that for all the purposes
of the Bill the evidence submitted to the
Senate was sufficient.

Sir John A. Macdonald said it was not for
that House to impugn the action taken by the
other branch of the Legislature. The question
was whether or not the evidence taken before
the other House was or was not sufficient. He
took it that the evidence in this case was
such that no court would refuse redress to
the injured party. If ever a case for a divorce
Bill had been made out this was one. As to
the establishment of a Court of Divorce,
which he knew was advocated by some, he
was opposed to it. In England such a court
had been established, because the expense of
getting divorce through Parliament was so
great as to amount to a practical denial of
relief or redress to any except the wealthy.
Here a man could get a Bill through the
Legislature with even less expense than he
could obtain redress from a legal tribunal.

The Bill was read a second time on the
following division:-

Yeas-Ault, Bodwell, Bowell, Bowman,
Bown, Brown, Burpee, Cameron (Huron),
Cameron (Peel), Campbell, Carling, Cart-
wright, Connell, Crawford (Leeds), Dobbie,
Dunkin, Fisher, Gibbs, Grover, Heath,
Holmes, Howland, Jackson, Jones (Halifax),
Jones (Leeds and Grenville), Keeler, Kempt,
Kirkpatrick, Lapum, Lawson, Little, Mc-
Donald (Glengarry), Macdonald (Sir J. A.),
McDonald, (Middlesex), Macfarlane, Mac-
kenzie, Magill, McCallum, McConkey, Mac-
Dougall, McMonies, Metcalfe, Mills, Morris,
Morison (Victoria), Morrison (Niagara),
Munro, Merritt, Parker, Rankin, Read,
Redford, Rose, Ross (Dundas), Ross (Prince
Edward), Ross (Victoria, N.B.), Ryan
(Kings, N.B.), Rymal, Scatcherd, Shanly,
Sproat, Stevenson, Stirton, Thompson (Hal-
dimand), Thompson (Ontario), Tilley, Walsh,
Webb, Wells, White, Whitehead, Wood,
Workman, Young-74.

Nays-Messrs. Archambeault, Beaubien,
Bechard, Bellerose, Benoit, Bertrand, Blan-
chet, Bourassa, Burton, Caron, Cartier,
Cayley, Cheval, Coupai, Crawford (Brock-
ville), Daoust, DeNiverville, Desaulnier,
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Dorion, Dufresne, Fortier, Gaucher, Gaudet,
Geoffrion, Gendron, Godin, Holton, Burdon,
Irvine, Langevin, Masson (Soulanges), Mas-
son (Terrebonne), McCarthy, McGreevey,
McMillan (Vaudreuil), O'Connor, Paquet,
Perry, Pinsonneault, Pouliot, Power, Pozer,
Renaud, Robitaille, Ross (Champlain), Ryan
(Montreal), Simard, Tremblay-48.

The Bill was then considered in Committee,
read a third time and passed on a division.

CANADIAN MUTUAL INSURANCE
COMPANY

The Committee on Banking and Commerce
reported against Mr. Harrison's Bill to incor-
porate the Canadian Mutual Life Insurance
Company.

BANKS OF NOVA SCOTIA

Mr. Jones (Halifax) moved the second read-
ing of the Act respecting Banks of Nova
Scotia.

Hon. Mr. Rose hoped the honourable gen-
tleman would withdraw the Bill. It touched a
portion of a subject of the utmost importance,
the currency, and one which the Government
had at present under its consideration, and he
did not want it to be dealt with piecemeal.
Besides it was a subject which engaged the
attention of a Committee of the House, which
had not yet finished its labours. He hoped the
Bill would not be passed, as no inconvenience
had been suffered in Nova Scotia from the
want of a smaller circulation. There had been
no injustice done to the banks of Nova
Scotia, and there was no reason why the
Legislature should at this time anticipate the
probable action of the Government on the
subject. Any measure now carried could only
be in operation a few months, when it would
have again to be changed.

Mr. Jones replied that he differed with the
Finance Minister. The Nova Scotia banks
were now prevented by statute from issuing
notes of a less amount than twenty dollars.
Last session the banks of Nova Scotia, so far
as their liability to the Dominion was con-
cerned, had been placed on a par with the
other banks of the Dominion. Under these
circumstances, was it fair or honest that the
banks of Nova Scotia should be obliged to
come under Dominion rules as well as the
other banks, while at the same time they
were placed in an unfair position? As regard-
ed their circulation, if that was justice, he
failed to appreciate it. Had the Government

intimated their intention of dealing with the
whole question of banking and currency this
session, he would have had no objections to
have his measure over. But the utmost they
could do was to speak of introducing such a
measure next session. He was therefore com-
pelled to move the second reading.

Hon. Mr. Holton hoped the Government
would allow the measure to be read a second
time, and be referred to the Committee on
Banking and Currency.

Hon. Mr. Rose said the Government had no
desire to do anything unjust towards the
Nova Scotia Banks. On the understanding
that the Government did not thereby assent
in any way to the principle of the Bill, they
would offer no objection to the second read-
ing and reference to the Committee.

The Bill was read a second time, and
referred to the Committee on Banking and
Currency.

Messrs. Jones (Halifax), Wood and
Dunkin were added to the Committee.

MILITIA BILL

The House went into Committee on the
Militia Bill.

The Bill having been gone through except
the money clause, the Committee rose and
reported progress, and obtained leave to sit
again to-morrow.

SALARIES OF DEPUTY MINISTER OF
MILITIA AND OTHERS

Sir G. E. Cartier brought down a message
from the Governor-General, recommending to
the House certain resolutions respecting the
salaries of the Deputy Minister of Militia and
others.

Sir G. E. Cartier moved the House into
Committee on said resolutions.

Hon. Mr. Holton said so far as he had been
able to consult his friends, he believed they
were willing to allow this stage to be taken
without debate, reserving discussion until the
member for Centre Wellington (Dr. Parker)
moved his amendment to the whole Bill after
the money clause had been incorporated with
it, either on the question of concurrence, in
the report of Committee of the Whole, or at
the third reading.

The House then went into Committee on
the resolutions-Mr. Campbell in the Chair.

The Committee reported the resolutions
without amendment.
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TRIAL OF JUVENILE OFFENDERS

On motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald the
House went into Committee of the Whole-
Mr. Bodwell in the Chair-on the Bill for
the more speedy trial and punishment of
juvenile offenders.

The Committee reported the Bill, and it
was ordered to be read a third time to-mor-
row.

THE CIVIL SERVICE BILL

On motion of the Hon. Mr. Rose, the House
went into Committee on the Bill respecting
the Civil Service.

Mr. Mackenzie said this Bill had the fault
which was characteristic of nearly all the
legislation of this session-it was of a very
indefinite character. It leaves too much in the
hands of the Government, and he thought the
House should get more specific information as
to the individuals and classes to whom it
would apply, and how it would affect them.

Hon. Mr. Rose said it would be utterly
impracticable for the House to sit down and
decide what should be the salary of every
clerk and outside officer in the employment
of the Government. The Government within
the first fifteen days of the next session
would lay before the House a distinct state-
ment of all the changes they proposed to
make. This would give the House all the
control over the matter which they could
reasonably require.

Hon. Mr. Holton said that there was great
ado about whether the improvements spoken
of would be extended to all the departments.
No doubt the Finance Minister was sincere
enough in his statements so far as his own
department was concerned, but he was only
one of many. It was to be regretted therefore
that the Bill had not been made more defi-
nite.

The Committee rose and reported the Bill,
which was then read a third time and passed.

CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND

The House concurred in the amendments
made in Committee of the Whole to the
Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, and the Bill
was ordered for a third reading to-morrow.

SALARIES OF MINISTERS AND JUDGES

On motion of Hon. Mr. Rose, the House
went into Committee to consider resolutions
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respecting the salaries and allowances at-
tached to certain offices therein mentioned.

The resolution provided that the salaries of
the Cabinet Ministers, Judges, and certain
other functionaries should not be dependent
on the annual vote of Parliament, but should
be permanent charges on the Consolidated
Revenue Fund.

Hon. Mr. Holion thought these salaries
ought to be graduated. He did not see why all
the ministers should be valued alike from the
top to the bottom. There was, for instance,
the Minister of Justice with whom he (Mr.
Holton) had differed constantly. He was free
to say he valued that honourable gentleman
more highly than other public men and more
highly than some of his colleagues. He (Mr.
Holton) would be willing to attach a larger
salary to that office than to some others
which were of a subordinate character.

Mr. Mackenzie said that there were several
ministers like the Minister of Customs,
Minister of Inland Revenue, and Minister of
Agriculture, concerning whom it was difficult
to say what public business they found to
employ their time. He objected to these
unnecessary Cabinet officers being put on a
permanent footing.

Mr. Rymal said that no doubt the Dominion
was a first-class power and ought to do as
other first-class powers did; but in truth the
Dominion even went beyond them all, in the
matter of Government at least. In Great
Britain, where they had thirty millions of a
population, their representative body was 658
members, and they had fifteen heads of de-
partments. Honourable gentlemen would see
at a glance how that compared with our
system and resources. In the United States
with, in round numbers, a population of
thirty millions and 240 members, they
had seven heads of departments. There they
transact business yielding a revenue of
$500,000,000. That is to say there were four
millions of population to each head of depart-
ment, 35 members to each head of depart-
ment, and each such officer, supposing the
money to be equally divided-would have
under his control $70,000,000. In France, with
her thirty-five millions of population, there
were 218 members in the Corps Legislatif;
eleven heads of departments; and they trans-
acted a business yielding a revenue of 375
millions-being at the rate of three millions
and a half of population to each head of
department. At that rate, the Dominion would
be entitled to just one head. (Laughter). In
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point of revenue, it would take two of our
heads to make one of theirs. (Laughter). Each
one of the French Ministry managed on an
average 35 millions of dollars of revenue, or
controlled as much as our entire revenue. His
honourable friend the Minister of War was of
French descent-those gay gallant models of
Frenchmen-(laughter)-and surely, although
the honourable gentleman had been born in
Canada, he had not so far degenerated below
the stamp of a true Frenchman as not to be
able to accomplish as much as they could.
(Laughter). Under the 'Dominion arrangement
there were some 300,000 of the population to
every Minister; each member of the Cabinet
controlled 13 members of Parliament, that is
if the House were equally divided among the
members of the Cabinet; but he believed he
could point out three or four members of the
Cabinet who could scarcely be said to manage
13 members. (Laughter). True, some of the
other Ministers were beyond the average.
(Laughter). Altogether, it was very clear that
there were too many Cabinet Ministers in the
House. The amount of legislation which they
found it necessary to bring down, in order to
set matters right, showed conclusively that
everything was topsy-turvey. (Laughter).

Hon. Sandfield Macdonald said two of the
heads of departments here provided for, did
not exist. He was disposed, however, to let
the Government proceed with the measures
they thought necessary for carrying on the
affairs of the Dominion, that the country
might have a fair opportunity of judging of
those measures by actual trial. When he was
in the Government, he did not find 12 Cabi-
net officers too many. If he had had three or
four more to dispose of, he might have suc-
ceeded in keeping gentlemen opposite out of
office, and the country, he believed, would
have considered that these three or four
salaries would have been well spent in pre-
venting the large expenses which followed in
the Confederation trips to England and the
like. He would be disposed to vote even
larger salaries to the Judges than the Gov-
ernment here proposed. He objected, howev-
er, to the provision practically made in this
measure for pensioning incompetent County
Judges. The condition of the County Courts
of Upper Canada was anything but satisfacto-
ry, and he could not consent for his part to
the declaration implied in these resolutions
that Judges who were an obstruction to the
administration of justice, and a burlesque on
it, should be continued in office or have a
retiring allowance.

fMr. Rymal (Wentworth South).]

Sir John A. Macdonald-There is no retir-
ing allowance for them.

Hon. Sandfield Macdonald said he would
give an illustration of how the retiring allow-
ance was provided. In Stormont, Dundas, and
Glengarry, the County Court Judge received
$2,800, and not long since the Government
appointed a junior Judge with a salary of
$2,200. This junior Judge did all the work
that had to be done, with time to spare; while
the Judge who had nothing to do got his
$2,800, which was practically a retiring allow-
ance greater than was allowed to retiring
Judges of the Superior Courts.

Mr. Scatcherd said in Middlesex there was
an urgent need of a Junior Judge. He wished
to know if the order in which the Judges
appeared in these resolutions indicated the
order of precedence-whether the Chancellor,
for example, was to rank immediately after
the Lt.-Governor, and before the Chief Jus-
tice of the Queen's Bench.

Sir John A. Macdonald answered no. The
order in the resolutions was merely acciden-
tal. He proceeded to vindicate the appoint-
ment of Junior Judges, of whom there were
only three in Upper Canada. As regarded the.
Judge of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry,
he (Sir John) was every year less disposed to
look on old age as a crime. Judge Jarvis was
a worthy, respectable man, and a good Judge,
and the oldest County Court Judge in Upper
Canada, being upwards of 70 years of age. He
could not do the work satisfactorily to his
own conscience, and the Government there-
fore appointed a Junior Judge, but they had
no power under the law to remove the Senior
Judge or reduce his salary. The question of a
Junior Judge for Middlesex was now under
the consideration of the Government, but it
would be unfair in the Government to de-
prive Judge Small of his living on account of
his old age and increasing infirmities, and at
all events they had no power to do so. He
could not be removed except by impeach-
ment, and no one would counsel such a
course in such a case.

Mr. M. C. Cameron said when the Act
authorizing Government to appoint Junior
Judges was passed, there was a necessity for
it, because then there was double the litiga-
tion that there is now, and the counties were
larger; but the thought that now no Junior
Judge should be appointed. Their appoint-
ment was only vindicated on the ground that
some of the judges had got old and in-
capacitated for work. The proper plan would
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be to abolish the law authorizing the appoint-
ment of Junior Judges, and to provide that
County Judges who had served long and faith-
fully, and had become too old for work might
retire like Superior Court Judges on a moder-
ate pension.

Sir John A. Macdonald-This Parliament
can't do it. It is only the Local Parliament
that can do it.

Mr. M. C. Cameron hoped then that the
Local Parliament would take it up.

Mr. Mackenzie said that he had letters
from at least two of the Bar in Middlesex,
giving reasons for the state of the Bar there,
and showing that there was dissatisfaction
with the County Judge. He (Mr. Mackenzie)
deprecated the system of pensioning County
Judges as one which would tend to pension-
ing generally. In his own county, he thought
that the County Court Judge's business was
light, and that he was fairly paid at $2,000 per
annum. The general run of County Judges
could not make that amount at their profes-
sion, and it was a fact that even whenever a
vacancy occurred, there were dozens of appli-
cants for these offices. He objected strongly to
pensioning. Why should lawyers be pensioned
more than others?

should be put on a reduced salary, just as the
Superior Judges were. With regard to Halton,
it was notorlous that the people there suf-
fered very much from an inefficient Judge.
Although the people there were very desirous
to get rid of him, they thought the process so
difficult and expensive that no one would
undertake it. He (Mr. White) would desire
that there should be a more simple remedy
provided. Perhaps the easiest and best way
would be that a commission should issue in
the matter. As far as the present judge of
Halton was concerned, he was a gentleman
who gave entire satisfaction. (Hear, hear).

The resolutions were all adopted.
The Committee rose and reported them,

and the report was ordered to be received
to-day.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS DISCHARGED

Sir John A. Macdonald stated that three
Government orders had been already dis-
charged that day, and he then asked and
obtained leave to discharge three more-the
Act respecting controverted Parliamentary
elections; the Act to regulate the sale of
poisons; and the Act respecting proceedings
in outlawry and attainder.

Mr. White said he would prefer that the The House adjourned at three minutes past
incumbent, if he was to receive an allowance, one o'clock a.m.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Thursday, May 14, 1868

FORENOON SITTING

The Speaker took the Chair at Il o'clock.

NORTHERN RAILWAY BILL

Hon. Mr. Howland introduced a Bill re-
specting the Northern Railway of Canada. He
moved that the rule requiring notice of the
Bill to hang for ten days in the lobby, before
being considered by the Railway Committee,
be suspended with reference to this Bill.

Hon. Mr. Holion objected that this motion
could not be considered, to-day being a
Government day. He said he took this course
because members of the Government had
objected on a point of order to a motion by
Mr. Dorion for receiving a petition. He want-
ed to have equal weights and measures on
both sides of the House.

The motion was allowed to stand.

THE DUTIES OF JUSTICES OF THE
PEACE

Sir J. A. Macdonald moved the third read-
ing of the Bill respecting the duties of Jus-
tices of the Peace out of session, in regard te
persons charged with indictable off ences.

Hon. Mr. Dorion objected to this Bill, and
te the next on the order paper, relating te
duties of Justices of the Peace out of sessions
with respect te summary convictions, that
they related te matters which were not with-
in the jurisdiction of the Dominion Parlia-
ment.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said the criminal law
was expressly put within the jurisdiction of
the Dominion Legislature, and it was there-
fore quite competent for this Legislature te
pass this Bill.

After debate the objection was net pressed,
the Bill was read a third time and passed.

On motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald the Bill
respecting the duties of Justices of the Peace
out of sessions in relation te summary convic-
tions, and the Bill for the more speedy Trial
and Punishment of Juvenile Offenders were
also read a third time and passed.

In connection with the former of these
Bills, there was a long conversation as te the
justification of the Dominion or Local Leg-
islatures respectively with reference te
criminal law.

DEPUTY MINISTER OF MILITIA

On motion of Sir G. E. Cartier, the resolu-
tions reported from the Committee of the
Whole respecting the salaries of the Deputy
Minister of Militia, and others, were con-
curred in, and referred to the Committee on
the Militia Bill.

INDEMNITY TO M. P.'S

On the motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald, te
declare certain persons therein mentioned in-
demnified for having sat and voted as mem-
bers of the House of Commons, while holding
certain offices under the Crown, was read a
second time, and committed (Mr. Mills in
the Chair) and, having been amended by the
insertion of the name of Hon. Mr. Archam-
beauli, was read a third time and passed,
Hon. Mr. Holion expressing his hope that
Ministers would induce their supporters te
desist from the very discourteous conduct
they had exhibited in the morning when the
formal motion of the member for Hochelaga
for reception of the petition of witnesses on
election petition seeking remuneration for
their time, and reimbursement for their ex-
penses, had been rejected on the strict point
of order. He assured honourable gentlemen
opposite that, unless amends were te be
made, the utmost rigour of the rules would be
enforced by the Opposition.

TONNAGE DUES

On motion of Hon. J. Rose the House then
went into Committee te consider certain reso-
lutions on the subject of tonnage duties now
payable in the Provinces of Quebec, Nova
Scotia, and New Brunswick.

Hon. Col. Gray in the Chair, which was
agreed te and reception ordered for the next
sitting.

it being two c'clock the House then ad-
journed.
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SECOND SITTING

The Speaker took the Chair at 4 o'clock.

COURTESIES OF PARLIAMENT

Sir G. E. Cartier, referring to the complaint
made by the member for Chateauguay, at the
morning's sitting, of a want of courtesy to-
wards the Hon. Mr. Dorion, in refusing the
reception of the petition presented by him,
explained that the cries of "no, no," by which
the motion had been met, had not proceeded
from the treasury bench; after which the
petition was received.

On the motion of Hon. Mr. :Howland, the
60th rule was then suspended in favour of the
Northern Railway of Canada Bill.

DESPATCH OF BUSINESS

Hon. Mr. Dunkin suggested that to facilitate
the course of Select Committee business,
there should be no morning sitting to-mor-
row, or if the Government were un-
willing to consent to this proposal, that
there should at least be no sitting between
two and four o'clock. Both suggestions were
allowed to lapse without discussion, Ministers
dissenting.

NORTH-WEST TERRITORY

Hon. Mr. Holfon desired the Government to
give the House some information as to the
actual position of the North-West question.
He observed from the papers which had been
laid before the House, that when the Gov-
ernment transmitted the address of both
Houses to England they were so urgent for a
prompt answer that they asked the Duke of
Buckingham to favour them with an answer
per cable. That was something like five
months ago. It was not to be presumed that
His Grace had treated the Parliament of this
country with so much contumely as would be
implied in the statement that no reply had
yet been given.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said this Government
had been exceedingly anxious that the action
of this Parliament should be at once consid-
ered by the Imperial Government. They had
certainly taken a long time to consider it,
which might be accounted for by political
events of various sorts and other circum-
stances. He had now to state that Govern-
ment were informed by cable a fortnight ago
that a despatch was on its way. That had now
been received, and would be brought down
by message to-morrow.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILROAD SURVEY

Hon. Mr. Connell complained that some of
the most important documents connected with
the Robinson Survey of the Intercolonial
route had not been printed along with Mr.
Fleming's report. The reply of Mr. Wilkinson
to Major Robinson had been omitted al-
together. He wished to draw the attention of
the Printing Committee to the matter.

Mr. Mackenzie said it had been left to the
New Brunswick gentlemen who were mem-
bers of the Printing Committee to mark the
documents which should be printed. He sup-
posed some mistake had occurred, and would
make inquiry with a view to its being reme-
died.

QUEBEC CONFEDERATION RESOLUTIONS
-THE ALTERATIONS MADE IN

ENGLAND

Hon. Mr. Rose moved the third reading of
the Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill.

Sir J. A. Macdonald gave some explana-
tions promised in a former debate, as to the
alterations from the Quebec resolutions made
in the Imperial Act with reference to the
subsidies-besides the 80 cents a head, fixed
annual sums of $80,000 to Ontario; $70,000 to
Quebec; $60,000 to Nova Scotia; and $50,000 to
New Brunswick. It had been urged by the
Maritime delegates that some fixed grant in
addition to the 80 cents a head was necessary
in order to provide for the expenses of the
Government, and the amounts had been fixed
somewhat according to population, although
the differences were not equivalent to the
differences of population. The other important
change was that, so far as Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick were concerned, the pay-
ment of 80 cents a head should continue in
proportion to population until the population
of each of these Provinces reached 400,000
souls; while in Ontario and Quebec the pay-
ments should continue according to the
population of 1861. It was considered that
there were certain fixed, expenses, common
to each Government, which made it only just
that these differences should be made in
favour of the two Provinces having the least
population.

Hon. Mr. Holton hoped the member for
Sherbrooke would also favour the House with
some explanations as to these charges. The
Imperial Act did not make these subsidies a
charge on the Consolidated Revenue. In the
former debate, in the absence of the mnember
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for Sherbrooke, it was -urged on his (Mr.
Holton's) side of the House, that they ought
either to be made a permanent charge on the
Consolidated Revenue, or should be subject to
an annual vote, as they had never hitherto
been brought under review of Parliament at
all. It was then also urged that some explana-
tion should be given of the reasons which had
led to the departure from the Quebec Reso-
lutions, chiefly with respect to financial ar-
rangements; and he thought these explana-
tions might particularly be looked for from
the member for Sherbrooke, who specially
had had charge of the financial arrangements.

Hon. Mr. Galt said he agreed with the
member for Chateauguay that these subsidies
ought to be made charges on the Consolidated
Revenue. He believed that was the intention
of the Imperial Act. As regarded the changes
made from the resolutions, as adopted by the
Parliament of Canada, it was well known
that it was anticipated some changes would
be made when the delegation proceeded to
England. It was quite certain some changes
having reference to the financial arrange-
ments must be acquiesced in. These changes
referred first to the allowance of a certain
sum to the several Provinces to defray the
expenses of the civil government. The ground
for these changes was the alleged inability of
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick to carry on
their local machinery of Government without
further pecuniary aid than was arranged at
Quebec, without which there would have
arisen an insuperable obstacle to the Union.
It was pointed out by the representatives of
the Maritime Provinces that the expenses of
the civil Government of the Provinces were
not in proportion to the population. The ex-
penses of the Province of Ontario, for exam-
pie, for its civil Government, were not likely
to be five or six times as great as those of
New Brunswick. It was thought reasonable,
therefore, that allowances should be made
which should be fair to all the Provinces. The
sums finally arrived at were based on a
consideration of the salaries of the various
offices, the expenses of the Contingencies of
Departments, etc. They also bore some pro-
portion to the population, although not fixed
strictly according to pro rata rate. As regard-
ed the other alteration from the basing of the
80 cents a head on the populations as at the
last census, it was represented that the
Maritime Provinces, not having municipal
systems, had many expenses falling on them
which would not be a charge on the revenues
of Ontario and Quebec; and moreover, that as
the population of the Maritime Provinces in

many localities was very sparse, itý would not
be fair to limit their subsidy to the amount of
their existing population. If the views of the
Maritime Provinces in this respect had not
been met it was seen that difficulties might
arise which would greatly tend to mar the
well-working of Confederation; for this rea-
son it was provided that the subsidy to Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick should be 80 cents
a head until the population of each Province
should reach 400,000-that of Nova Scotia, by
last census, being 330,000, and that of New
Brunswick 250,000. In the case of New
Brunswick, some few years must elapse
before it reached that figure. For ten years
New Brunswick was to receive the additional
allowance of 63,000 per annum, and it was
supposed that by that time the 80 cents a
head would be paid on a population of 400,-
000. so that the Province would then be able
to dispense with the 63,000.

Mr. Mackenzie said he would not enter
just now on a discussion of the question to
which these explanations had reference; but
the member for Sherbrooke had made one or
two statements of so extraordinary a charac-
ter that he could not allow them to pass
without notice. The honourable gentleman
had stated that it was well known before the
delegates left for England that some change
would be necessary in the financial arrange-
ment. As to this, he would remark that the
Parliament of the late Province of Canada sat
five or six weeks after the delegates from the
Maritime Provinces left for England, and
during all that time there was no hint that
any change would be made in the arrange-
ments.

Hon. Mr. Galt said when he stated ,it was
understood some change would have to be
made from the Quebec resolutions, he cer-
tainly believed that he stated, what was in
accordance with the fact, that it was so
understood in Canada generally. He might
say, however, that while Parliament was sit-
ting and before the delegates went to London,
there was no understanding with reference to
any change in the financial arrangements.

Mr. Mackenzie said he accepted the honour-
able gentleman's explanation. He rnight say,
however, that in the session of 1866 questions
were put from his side of the House as to the
probability of any changes being granted, as
they knew that changes had been demanded
in the Lower Provinces, and the Minister
of Justice and Minister of Militia then an-
nounced very explicitly, oftener than once,
that no change was in contemplation,
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and no change would be made. (Hear,
hear). He had not agreed with all the resolu-
tions adopted at Quebec; he had not, how-
ever, been disposed to criticize them too closely,
but had been willing to accept them as a
whole as being of the nature of a treaty; but
when he found that the delegates from the
Lower Provinces had not treated them in the
same way as our own delegates, he had been
particular to ask whether our Government
would allow any alterations to be made, and
he was assured repeatedly that no changes
were intended or would be allowed.

DEFERRED ITEMS OF SUPPLY

Hon. Mr. Rose moved concurrence in the
deferred items of supply.

Hon. Mr. Holion explained that in asking
these items to be received, he did so in the
hope that some gentleman connected with the
delegation not present when the question
came up before would desire to make an
explanation. In connection with the second
item, Contingencies of Customs, he desired to
ask the Government how it was that an
important office like that of the Collector of
Customs of the port of Toronto had been left
vacant so long. He had reason to believe that
in consequence of this state of things the
affairs of the office were in a state of confu-
sion. The honourable gentleman at the head
of the Government was bound either to ask
Parliament to abolish the office when the
vacancy occurred, or else to fill it at the
earliest moment. Of course, it was absurd to
think of abolishing such an office at an im-
portant port like Toronto. Why, then, had it
been left vacant so long? and why were other
offices-such, for instance, as the County
Judge of the great metropolitan County of
York-left vacant so long? Honourable gen-
tlemen from that part of the country not
having brought this subject up, he had
thought it necessary to do so, as it was one
affecting the public revenue. He could very
well understand that this delay might have
arisen out of the antagonistic pretences of the
two gentlemen representing Toronto. The one
was a man of old-time Conservative views,
and had no doubt his own opinion as to the
proper person to fill that office. The honoura-
ble gentleman from East Toronto still consid-
ered himself as a Reformer, and no doubt
differed with his colleague in regard to the
disposition of the office. (Hear, and laughter).
With this conflict he (Mr. Holton) had no
desire to interfere; but, as a representative in
that House, he had a right to urge on the

[Mr. Mackenzie (Lambton).]

Government the performance of their duty in
this respect. As to the question of patronage,
his opinion was, that if such claims had been
put forth, the honourable gentleman from
Toronto had nothing to do with that par-
ticular piece of patronage. As the member for
Chateauguay, he had as much interest, and as
much right to make his voice heard in the
appointment of Collector of Customs for
Toronto, as had the two gentlemen represent-
ing Toronto in Parliament.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said that in a constitu-
tional point of view the honourable gentle-
man had no right at all to the exercise of the
patronage alluded to. As to the particular
office under discussion, there had been no
complaints that the public interest had suf-
fered in consequence of the non-appointment
of a successor to the late Mr. Spence. In the
next place the second in command was a very
worthy officer, who had discharged the duties
of Collector in such a way that nothing had
been lost to the public.

Hon. Mr. Holton-That is a great mistake.

Sir J. A. Macdonald-Mr. Scott, the Deputy
Collector, is an able officer.

Hon. Mr. Holton was not attacking Mr.
Scott. The office and its duties were what he
(Mr. Holton) had alluded to.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said the duties had
been satisfactorily performed, so that was all
that could be said about the matter. In the
meantime, it was clear the salary of the
Collector had been saved. He would add that
commercial men had pressed on the Gov-
ernment to appoint Mr. Scott to the position
of Collector. He (Sir John) could inform the
House that, so far as he knew, there was no
real or supposed conflict between the sitting
members of Toronto on this question. There
was really no need for hurry in the matter so
long as the public interests did not suffer.
In fact, since Parliament met, the matter
had almost escaped his observation altogether.

Mr. Mackenzie said the honourable mem-
ber for Chateauguay was quite unreasonable.
He had been in Parliament long enough with
the leader of the Government to know his
policy concerning the filling of appointments.
(Laughter). Whenever an office was vacant
his policy was not to fl it in less than a few
months, at all events. The House understood
that fully (-Renewed laughter)-and the rea-
son was obvious. Here, for example, this
Collectorship had been vacant some months.
There had been a dozen or two of applicants,
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and these men were undertaking all sorts of
service for the Ministry, each hoping in this
way to secure the appointment. (Hear and
laughter). Men of doubtful policies assure the
Premier they're entirely with him, are most
devoted to his service; and all these adher-
ents have their hearts set on the Collector-
ship. (Laughter). He (Mr. Mackenzie) would
not go so far as to say the leader of the
Government deceived any of these office-
seekers; but the honourable gentleman
managed to give such an answer to each that
every one of them became firmly convinced
he was to be the lucky individual-(laugh-
ter)-and all went away rejoicing. Now there
was no doubt that the honourable leader of
the Government'had fixed his mind from the
first on the particular individual to get the
appointment, but he delayed until he commits
a score or two of these people up to their
necks,-until he so thoroughly commits them,
in making themselves qualified, that there is
little fear of their retracing their steps. These
men praise Sir John in Toronto and through-
out the country as one of the best men that
ever governed. (Loud laughter). Such men
were prepared to do anything for the Gov-
ernment-either go to British Columbia,
conciliate Nova Scotia, or anything else, and
the result was a publie demoralization which
was very deplorable. (Hear). He would like to
hear from the member for East Toronto
whether the duties of Collector were now as
efficiently discharged as when the late Col-
lector was alive. Then the Minister of Cus-
toms surely had something to say on a subject
which specially belonged to his department.
He (Mr. Mackenzie) trusted that the honour-
able member from East Toronto, who hap-
pened to be the only member from Toronto
ever present in the House (hear), would en-
lighten the house on this subject.

Mr. Jones said that these useless discussions
ought not to be persisted in. Sometimes the
Government were blamed for appointing too
many public servants-now they were
blamed for not filling vacant offices at once.

The motion was carried.

JUDGES' SALARY

Hon. Mr. Rose moved concurrence in the
resolutions reported from the Conmittee of
the Whole respecting the salaries and allow-
ances attached to certain offices therein men-
tioned.

Mr. Dufresne moved in amendment that
the resolutions be referred back to the

Conunittee of the Whole, with instructions to
amend the same by striking out from the 7th
and 8th lines of the second resolution, the
words "Or as may be granted to such Judge
under the provisions of this Act on his re-
signing office after it takes effect," and also to
strike out altogether the fourth resolution
relating to the granting of pensions to Judges.
He said that the principle contained in the
fourth resolution was introduced into the
Legislature of Canada in 1863, when the
honourable member for Cornwall was Pre-
mier. At the present Parliament there had
been a good deal of talk about economy, and
it was not in accordance with that principle
that a new class of state pensioners should be
created. It was now proposed to pension
Judges-a proposition which was strongly op-
posed by the present Minister of Militia in
1863, but one of which he was now the
advocate. (Hear, hear). Believing that the
system of pensioning proposed to be a bad
one, he moved his amendments.

Sir G. E. Cartier explained that he still
held the same opinion regarding the pension-
ing of Judges which he advocated in 1863. He
then held, and still held, that it was absurd to
pension off Judges in fifteen years; but the
present measure was a very different proposi-
tion. To attempt to introduce such a measure
the honourable gentleman alluded to, provid-
ing for pensioning off Judges in fifteen years,
would be to do something which would inevi-
tably secure the defeat of any Government
attempting it.

The House rose at six o'clock.

EVENING SITTING

The Speaker explained that the resolutions
would be put seriatim, and the first having
been concurred in, on the second being put,

Mr. Masson (Soulanges) continued the dis-
cussion, maintaining that the salaries given to
Judges were excessive, and were only passed
so easily because of the large proportion of
lawyers in the House, each of whom looked
forward himself to one day attaining the
bench. (Laughter). He was strongly opposed
to the principle of granting pensions, more
especially to officials whose incompetence and
immorality were, in many instances, notori-
ous. He would suggest the retention of a
percentage, say five, from the salaries paid,
which would accumulate to a considerable
sum available for future retiring allowances.
He regretted being compelled to vote against
the Government, but was compelled conscien-
tiously to do so on the present motion.
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Hon. Mr. Holton, although considering the
amendment as involving a stronger expres-
sion of want of confidence than that recently
proposed by himself, would support the
Government on the principle which he be-
lieved to be correct-that of assimilating the
position of the Bench of Quebec to that of
Ontario.

After some remarks from Mr. Chamberlin,
Mr. Jones would prefer to see the system

assimilated by the repeal of the judicial
privileges of Ontario, rather than by their
extension to Quebec. Retiring judges fre-
quently got excellent appointments, as arbi-
trators for example. The principles of ex-
travagance, of which this was one of the
fruits, which were being introduced in the
country would impose upon the resources and
people of the Dominion a burden heavier than
they could bear.

Sir John A. Macdonald defended the prac-
tice prevailing in Upper Canada. So far from
abusing the privilege conceded to them, but
two judges had ever availed themselves of it,
and these, of one of whom, the late Chan-
cellor Elake, he could not speak too highly,
after their retirement, had worked in the
Court of Appeal until the hour of their
deaths. It was a wise economy to permit of
the Government's securing the efficiency of
the Bench by being able to suggest to any
judge who had outlived his vigor that his
retirement was desirable and feasible. It must
be remembered that a judge was debarred
from command of any other professional re-
sources than those afforded by his position,
and unless born with a silver spoon in his
mouth, as very few were in this country, was
in the absence of a provision of the nature
proposed, left in his old age to the choice
between the preservation of an office for
which he was unfitted, and the abandonment
of his only source of income.

Sir G. E. Cartier having paid a high com-
pliment to the character and efficiency of Mr.
Justice Day, whom he defended fron the
insinuations brought against him by the
honourable member for Leeds.

Mr. F. Jones explained that he had no
intention of making personal reflections upon
either of the two distinguished gentlemen
named, but he merely referred to the circum-
stances of their respective cases in illustra-
tion of his general argument.

Mr. Mackenzie expressed his acknowledg-
ments to the honourable Premier, for the

handsome manner in which he had defended
Mr. Blake's high character, and would sup-
port the motion of the Government, believing
it to be necessary to provide some provision
for gentlemen whose health had failed in the
public service, and only just to place the
judiciary of both Provinces on an equal foot-
ing.

The amendment was then put, and the
House divided with the following result:-
Yes, 35; Nays, 105: after which the second
and third resolutions were concurred in.

Mr. Dufresne having demanded a division
on the fourth, concurrence was taken by a
vote of 101 to 35, after which the fifth and last
was concurred in without discussion.

On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Rose leave
was then given to introduce a Bill (founded
on the above resolutions) entitled "An Act to
provide for the Governor-General's civil list,
and for the salaries of other officials, the
second reading of which was ordered for
to-morrow (this day).

EVIDENCE BY COMMISSION

Sir J. A. Macdonald introduced a Bill pro-
viding for the reception of evidence taken in
any other portion of Her Majesty's Dominions,
the second reading of which was ordered for
to-morrow (this day).

RAILWAYS

Sir G. E. Cartier presented the report of the
Standing Committee upon Railways, agreeing
to a Bill entitled an Act respecting railways.

MESSAGE FROM SENATE

The Speaker read a message from the Sen-
ate reporting their argument with certain
amendments to the Bill, respecting Peniten-
tiaries, the Bill for securing copyright, and
the Bill for the amalgamation of the Com-
mercial and Merchants' Banks, the amend-
ments upon which were ordered for considera-
tion to-day.

THE PUBLIC WORKS

Hon. Mr. Rose moved the reception of the
report of the Committee of Supply. It had
relation to one item only-that for Public
Works.

Mr. Mackenzie said he had intimated a few
days ago that it was his intention when this
item was brought up to place the House in
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possession of some facts which he thought
they ought to be acquainted with. As to the
manner in which some of the works in the
Public Works Department has been conduct-
ed, it would be remembered that some time
ago he called the attention of the House
incidentally to the extraordinary amount of
public money paid to one of the officers of the
department-Mr. Page, the Chief Engineer.
He pointed out that while that gentleman's
salary was nominally $3,400 he actually re-
ceived last year $7,437; the previous year
$5,665; and the year before that $4,974-a
total during these three years of $17,476, a sum
much larger than the Premier of the Gov-
ernment received during the same period. He
thought it was due to the public that the
services of a public functionary paid for at
such a rate should be well discharged. But his
(Mr. Mackenzie's) impression was, from the
facts which he would bring under the notice of
the House, that that officer was either incapa-
ble of discharging the duties connected with
these buildings, or that he displayed an utter
lack of that attention to his duties which the
House had a right to expect at his hands.
When the contract was renewed, some years
ago, with the contractors for these buildings,
a schedule of prices was arranged, which it
was understood should govern all works con-
nected with the buildings. In the return re-
cently brought down, it was stated that the
prices were arrived at by calculating the
quantities of each class of works according to
the schedule rates, and that to items to which
none of the schedule rates would apply,
prices considered fair and reasonable were
affixed. As the return did not specify which
of the items were paid for at the schedule
rates, he had moved for another return to
si ply that information. This supplementary
return brought down to-day, showed that the
works, instead of being paid for at schedule
rates, had been set down at bulk sums agreed
upon between the contractors and the Chief
Engineer, and closed with this extraordinary
paragraph, by Mr. Page:--"I beg to remark
that, had it been anticipated such unusually
minute details would have been called for,
matters might have been placed in such a
position that the class of information now
asked for might have been supplied." His
(Mr. Mackenzie's) impression had been that
the accounts as to public works should have
been to keep that full information in regard
to the expenditure on all of them should
always be accessible. This Mr. Page, in addi-
tion to his salary of $3,400, had received $5 a

day to superintend these buildings, and since
1864 his time had been almost wholly devoted
to them. And not only was he the sole superin-
tendent of the buildings, but when an arbi-
tration was appointed to settle the claims of
the arbritrators, he was appointed sole arbi-
trator to settle his own accounts. He would
now give some specimens of the accounts for
these buildings, sanctioned by the Chief
Engineer. For the shelving in the post office of
the House the amount certified and paid was
$1,450. (Cries of Oh, oh!) He had endeavoured
to apply the schedule rates to that work, and,
according to the rates, it would have amount-
ed to $650, so that there had been an absolute
overcharge for that particular work of $800-
a small lift, for lowering the mail bags cost
$170, while at the schedule rates it should
have been $41. The two screens separating the
east and west corridors from the post office
corridor cost each $310, while their value
under the schedule rates was $180 each. For
fitting up the post office in the Senate $1,200
was charged. At schedule rates the work
would have been, about $520. The lift there for
lowering the mails cost $170, while the real
value was $41. The screen in front of the re-
tiring room at each end of the buildings was
charged $345, and should have cost $210. The
screens across the corridors were put down
at $310, when they were only worth $180.
The platform on which the Speaker's Chair
was placed, merely the three steps, exclu-
sively of the upholstery and carpet, was paid
for at the rate of $130-(cries of "Oh, oh!")-
while the utmost possible value attached to
it by schedule rates would have been $70.
The wood work of the fitting up of the throne
in the Senate was $447, and was worth, as
nearly as he could estimate, $200. Some com-
mon rough shelving in the vaults for keeping
records and papers, was put down at $512,
and at schedule rates should have been $369.
Some work in the attics, shelving, doors, and
glazing for windows, was charged $394, and
should have been $136. Fitting up a record
room in the Senate should have cost $90, but
$240 were paid. Fitting up stationery in the
Senates should have cost $56, but $164 was
paid. The wooden post on which the rails of
the bar of this House rested was worth $5,
and $25 was paid; and when it was removed
from the end of the hall to its side, $25 was
again charged and paid! (Cries of "Oh, oh!")
Having mentioned some other similar items,
Mr. Mackenzie said these were but a few
specimens of the frightful manner in which
the public money had been squandered. In
1863, when the commissioners made their
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report, the amount over-paid to the contrac-
tors on all the buildings was $75,000. After
this, while that amount was owing by them,
they were paid regularly, as the work pro-
ceeded, at schedule rates; but when they
again demanded an arbitration, Mr. Page and
his two coadjutors awarded them something
like $90,000 on these buildings in addition to
what they had received under their contracts.
He confessed he was utterly unable to un-
derstand on what principle these extraordi-
nary figures had been arrived at, and how an
officer employed by the Government, trusted
by the Government, and paid so large a
salary by Government should have allowed
sucli charges, was to him inconceivable. He
held it to be the duty of the Minister of
Public Works to have these charges reinvesti-
gated, and to see that if Mr. Page had al-
lowed prices for these works which he ought
not to have allowed, he (Mr. Page) should
pay the excess himself, (Hear, hear.) A
change had been made in the roof over the
reading room, and over the corresponding
portion of the building in the Senate wing, so
that the snow should not rest on them as
forrmerly, and Mr. Page had allowed for this
change about $7,000-enough to build a first-
class house. He did not observe here the piece
of the front door, but he was told it had
absolutely cost $350. They supposed the han-
dle on the doors were fine porcelain. Here
was a piece of one of them he had picked up,
and it was a common brick. (Hear, hear.)
Having observed in one of the returns the
name of Robt. H. McGreevey as the contractor
and having understood that Thomas
McGreevey was the contractor, he had
moved for a return of the contract with
Robert McGreevey. The return stated that
Thomas had transferred his contract to
Robert, and on the report of Mr. Chapais,
then Minister of Public Works, an Order-
in-Council was passed sanctioning the trans-
fer. He (Mr. Mackenzie) doubted very much
the regularity and propriety of sanction-
ing a transfer of this kind from the former
contractor, now a member of this House, to
his brother, who had been concerned with
him in the erection of these buildings from
first to last. Among the items of work done
by Robert McGreevey, he found that for the
wardrobe in which members hung their hats
and overcoats, two hundred in number, $1,681
were paid. He had asked a number of prac-
tical men, thoroughly acquainted with that
kind of work, what they were worth, and
they had estimated them at various rates

[Mr. Mackenzie (Lambton)]

from $1.75 to $2.50 each; while the amount
actually paid on the certificate of Mr. Page
was $8. In the first return it was stated that
the schedule rates governed the prices so far
as applicable, yet in no single instance had
they been applied. In fitting up the shelving
in the library all the old shelving from Quebec
was used, $3,305 was paid, which any one who
looked at it must see at once that it was a most
exorbitant charge. So far as he could ascer-
tain, this had been the practice. The contrac-
tor was asked how much he would do certain
work for and said $500, while in fact it was
worth $100. Mr. Page brought him down to
$200, and represented that he had made a fine
bargain. In this Chamber there were five
porches-each one had cost $65. Some of the
doors of the Chamber had been moved from
one place to another, and for this, and filling
up the old doorways, $480 was charged. The
wood work of the bar in the Senate cost $120.
These were fair specimens of the way in
which the work on these buildings had been
carried on and paid for by the Public Works
Department, and he thought that they
showed the necessity of a reform in that
Department. He had pointed out with refer-
ence to the canals a circumstance which jus-
tified the suspicion that there was more than
incompetency on the part of this particular
officer. When he recommended 30¢ a yard for
excavations on the Grenville Canal, one must
suspect his management on the canals to be
as bad as anything done in this building. He
regretted exceedingly the painful necessity
under which he found himself of bringing this
matter before the House. He would like to be
able to speak highly of our officials, and he
sincerely trusted the present Minister of
Public Works would be able to put his de-
partment on a more satisfactory footing than
it seemed to be on at present. When that
honourable gentleman became Commissioner
of Crown Lands in the late Province of
Canada, he introduced many reforms into
that department, and succeeded in economis-
ing the public money to a great extent. He
hoped the honourable gentleman would de-
vote his energies to accomplishing a similar
reform in this department. If such things as
he had mentioned took place under the very
eyes of this House, they might judge what
would be done in places where they had no
such opportunities of inspection. (Hear, hear).
When $7,030 had been spent in altering the
arrangements of the seats in this Chamber
and making a few changes in the galleries,
they might conceive what enormous charges
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would be made on works which were not,
like these, from day to day under eyes of the
House. (Hear, hear).

Hon. Mr. McDougall did not know that It
was peculiarly his duty to defend Mr. Page.
If there was one man more than another in
Canada whose character and ability were
above reproach, it was Mr. Page. As honoura-
ble gentlemen knew, the Government entered
into a contract for the erection of these
buildings at rates which it since turned out
were altogether inadequate, and fresh con-
tracts had to be entered into. Subsequently,
by request of the Government, Mr. Page was
induced to take up the superintendence of the
work for the completion of the building. For
this, he was paid in addition to his salary $5
a day, and under the arrangement there
could be no doubt but a large sun of money
had been saved to the public. As to the
details of the management of the House, if
the honourable member for Lambton re-
quired more minute information, the Gov-
ernment would request Mr. Page to furnish a
statement in detail. As to his services as
arbitrator, they had been of great service
both to the contractors and the Government,
and the extra pay received by him for extra
services was very little, and not at all such as
to justify the violent attack of the member
for Lambton.

Mr. Mackenzie said the honourable gentle-
man's explanation did not touch the point.
Mr. Page stated that the payments had been
at schedule rates, and he (Mr. Mackenzie) had
shown that this was far from being the case.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said that the state-
ment made was that the schedule rates had
obtained as far as possible.

Hon. Mr. Mackenzie said that clearly they
had not "obtained as far as possible"; and,
beyond doubt the taxpayers of the country
would demand a more reasonable explanation
at the hands of the honourable gentleman
than he had yet given. They would see to it
that he accounted properly for such a reck-
less waste of the public money.

Hon. Mr. Holton said that the violent at-
tack of the Minister of Public Works on the
member for Lambton had been most uncalled
for. It was very clear that the member for
Lambton had demonstrated that Mr. Page
had undertaken duties for which he was not
qualified. No man was more highly esteemed
than Mr. Page, but it was quite impossible
that he should at the one time have been

performing the duties of architect, engineer
and superintendent, and should have been
entitled to draw full salaries for each office.
The honourable member had proved great
extravagance by the Board of Public Works.
Gross overpayments had been made by the
order of that Board, and the manner in which
these disclosures had been met was very
disgraceful.

Dr. Parker said that the accusations of the
member for Lambton against the Commis-
sioner of Public Works and his Board were
clear and distinct, and had not been an-
swered. Until they had been so answered, the
country could not place a particle of confi-
dence in that department or its head; and he
would say the man sanctioning the expendi-
ture advised by Mr. Page ought to be dis-
missed.

Sir John A. Macdonald could not see how
the Minister of Public Works was open to the
expressions of the member for Chateauguay.
How did the matter stand? On the one hand
they had the certificate of one of the most
able and honest of engineers, Mr. Page, and
he certified to the expenses as proper and
correct. On the other hand, there was the
statement of the member for Lambton-a
statement for which he certainly deserved the
thanks of the House. But the Commissioner
of Public Works had done all he could to
obtain the services of the most faithful and
efficient of engineers, and also promised that
gentleman should furnish the member for
Lambton with any detailed statement which
could fairly be demanded. As to the attack on
Mr. Page by the member for Centre Well-
ington, it was not only uncalled for, but he
(Sir John) believed it would not be sanc-
tioned by either the member for Lambton or
Chateauguay.

Mr. Mackenzie justified his action, and said
there was something he had not mentioned
yet. Not only had he given the Commissioner
of Public Works full notice, three weeks ago,
that this matter would be brought up, but the
Government now in office were in office in
'66, and knew of the items to which he now
called attention. (Hear).

Messrs. Bodwell, White, and SBirion also
condemned the extravagance of the Board of
Works.

Mr. Metcalfe defended Mr. Page, and said
he knew him for many years to be a most
efficient engineer and worthy man.

The report was adopted.
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On motion of Hon. Mr. Howland, the
amendments made by the Senate to the Bill
constituting the Department of Inland
Revenue, were read a second time.

MILITIA BILL

On motion of Sir G. E. Cartier, the House
again went into Committee on the Militia
Bill, Mr. S. Campbell in the Chair.

The Committee rose and reported-the re-
port to be received to-morrow.

BILL OF SUPPLY

Hon. Mr. Rose introduced the Bill of
Supply-second reading to-morrow.

Hon. Mr. Holion said that at this stage there
were two Bills which he hoped the Govern-
ment would not proceed with-the Independ-
ence of Parliament Bill and the Insurance
Bill. If these measures and the Insolvency Bill
were left over, he believed Opposition would
do what they could to enable ministers to get
through the business by Saturday.

Hon. Mr. Rose said that the Government
were anxious to press the Insurance Bill.
They had consulted almost every interest on
the subject, and it would be a pity to delay
the Bill.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin objected to the Bill being
proceeded with at a period of the session
when it was impossible to consider a measure
of its importance thoroughly.

Mr. Young hoped the honourable gentle-
man would not proceed with the Bill, as
several of the Provincial Companies were
opposed to the measure. This Bill interfered
with the corporate powers given in Ontario to
some of these Companies, and is objectiona-
ble on that ground.

Hon. Mr. Holion said that the Government
might perhaps be able to decide the matter
to-morrow.

CRUELTY TO ANIMALS

The Bill respecting cruelty to animals was
read a second time, considered in Committee,
report received, and Bill ordered for third
reading to-morrow.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

The Bill for the organization of the De-
partment of Agriculture was read a second
time on a division, considered in Committee,
to be read a third time to-morrow.

DUTY ON SPIRITS

The Bill to increase the duty on spirits, to
impose an excise duty on refined petroleum,
and to provide for the inspection thereof, was
read a second time, considered in Committee,
reported, and ordered for a third reading
to-morrow.

FORTIFICATIONS

On motion of Sir G. E. Cartier, the Bill to
make provision for defraying the expenses of
certain works of fortification required for the
defence of the Dominion, was read a second
time, considered in Committee, and ordered
to be read a third time to-morrow.

HARBOUR OF QUEBEC

Hon. Mr. Rose moved the second reading o!
the Bil providing for the management o the
harbour of Quebec. Carried.

The House went into Committee on the
BilL The Committee rose, reported it, the
report was received, and the Bill was ordered
for a third reading to-morrow.

The House adjourned at half-past 12.
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Friday. May 15, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at Il o'clock.

CRUELTY TO ANIMALS

On motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald. the Bill
respecting cruelty to animals was read a
third time and passed.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Hon. Mr. Langevin moved the third reading
of the Bill for the organization of the De-
partment of Agriculture.

Mr. Mackenzie moved in amendment
-"That the Bill be not now read a third time,
but that it be received that in the opinion of
this House it is inexpedient to establish a
Iepartment of Agriculture, as it is the evi-
dent intention of the British North America
Act to place matters relating to agriculture
under the control of the Local Governments,
and that the duties relating to agriculture
which fairly belong to such department can
be less expensively performed by being as-
signed to some other department of the
Government." Ie said that having on several
previous occasions expressed his opinion that
there were too many departments, he felt
bound to place on record his conviction that
this was one of the departments which ought
not to have been established, and that all the
duties assigned to it could be discharged
quite as well by one of the other depart-
ments. As agriculture was a matter pertain-
ing almost entirely to the Local Governments,
he thought there could be no good reason why
we should have a Department of Agriculture
in the Dominion Government. As a matter of
fact, there was an agricultural department in
Ontario, presided over by the member for
London; another in Quebec; and one in each
of the other Provinces, though not specifically
under that name; and as the Local Govern-
ment would have to attend to everything con-
nected with agriculture, and the Dominion
Government could have no possible control
over the agriculture of the several Provinces,
this department seemed to him quite unneces-
sary.

Hon. Mr. Langevin said the member for
Lambton seemed to suppose that the only
duties of this Department were to look after
agriculture. But if he would look at the Bill
he would find they were only one of nine sets
of duties assigned to the Department. The
enumeration of subjects included within the
control of the Department were Agriculture,
Immigration, Public Health, Quarantine, the
Marine and Immigrant Hospital at Quebec,
Arts and Manufactures, the Census, Statistics
and Registration of Statistics, Patents of
Invention, Copyright, Industrial Designs and
Trade Marks. lie contended these were duties
enough fully to occupy the time of the Head
of the Department.

Hon. Mr. Dorion supported the amendment.
The duties assigned to this Department were
mere child's play, and any one who really
desired economy would vote for the amend-
ment.

Hon. Mr. Hollon said the duties specified
might very well be assigned to the President
of the Council, who had almost nothing to do,
and who formerly, in the late Province of
Canada, had the duties corresponding to these
attached to his Department.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the great inter-
est of immigration could not be ignored by
the Dominion Government. It was necessary
there should be a Minister charged with the
care of that interest, to correspond with the
Imperial Government and others-and
agriculture went hand in hand with it. There
must be on that subject some central authori-
ty and medium of communication to prevent
the Provinces in their separate action running
counter to each other.

Mr. Mackenzie briefly replied to the Secre-
tary of State and Minister of Justice, con-
tending that they had completely failed to
make out a case for the separate existence of
this department.

Mr. Ryrnal said as each of the Local
Governments had an Agriculture Department,
if there was another established here, either
the Department here would usurp the func-
tions of the local departments, or these would
do the work of the Dominion Department. It
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appeared to him no Minister of Agriculture
we had ever had was worth his salary. It was
only to serve political necessities that so
many useless departments were created.

Hon. Mr. Anglin thought there was a good
deal of force in the argument, in a former
debate, that each of the Lower Provinces
should have two representatives in the
Government, and that starting from this as a
basis, the present number of members of the
Privy Council become a necessity. He had
regarded this as one of the inevitable conse-
quences of Confederation. But while it might
be expedient to have thirteen members of
Privy Council-it was not at all necessary
that there should be so many departments,
each with an enormous and expensive staff.
He felt with these views somewhat at a loss
how to vote on this occasion, but he thought
he should probably vote with the Govern-
ment.

The amendment was lost:-Yeas, 45; Nays,
91.

Yeas-Bechard, Bodwell, Bourassa, Bowell,
Bowman, Brown, Burpee, Cameron (In-
verness), Chamberlin, Cheval, Coffin, Connell,
Coupal, Dorion, Ferris, Geoffrion, Godin,
Holton, Johnson, Jones (Halifax), Kempt,
Macfarlane, Mackenzie, McConkey, Mc-
Monies, Metcalfe, Mills, Morison (Victoria),
Oliver, Parker, Pinsonneault, Power, Ray,
Redford, Ross (P.E.), Ross (Victoria), Rymal,
Savary, Snider, Stirton, Thompson (Haldi-
mand), Thompson (Ontario), Wallace, Wells,
Young.

Nays-Abbott, Anglin, Archambeault, Ault,
Beaty, Bellerose, Benoit, Bertrand, Blanchet,
Bolton, Bown, Burton, Cameron (Peel),
Campbell, Carling, Caron, Cartier, Casault,
Cayley, Chauveau, Cimon, Crawford
(Brockville), Crawford (Leeds), Daoust, De-
Niverville, Desaulnier, Dobbie, Drew, Du-
fresne, Dunkin, Ferguson, Fortier, Fortin,
Galt, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, Gibbs,
Gray, Grover, Hagar, Holmes, Howland,
Hurdon, Irvine, Jackson, Keller, Kirkpatrick,
Langevin, Langlois, Lapum, Lawson, Little,
Macdonald (Cornwall), McDonald (Glengarry),
Macdonald (Sir John), McDonald (Middlesex),
Masson (Soulanges), Masson (Terrebonne),
McCallum, McCarthy, McGreevey, McKeag-
ney, McMillan, Merrit, Morris, Morrison
(Niagara), Munroe, O'Connor, Paquet, Perry,
Pope, Pouliot, Rankin, Read, Renaud, Robi-
taille, Rose, Ross (Champlain), Ross (Dundas),

[Mr. Rymal (Wentworth South).]

Ryan (Montreal), Shanly, Simard, Stephen-
son, Street, Tilley, Walsh, Webb, White,
Willson, Workman.

The Bill was then read a third time and
passed.

TRUST AND LOAN CO. OF U.C.

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald, the
order for the third reading of the Bill relat-
ing to the Trust & Loan Co. U.C. was dis-
charged.

DUTIES ON SPIRITS AND PETROLEUM

Hon. Mr. Howland moved the third reading
of the Bill to increase the duty on spirits, and
to provide for the inspection thereof.

Mr. O'Connor moved in amendment to the
effect that all spirits made after the 29th day
of April, 1868 (the day on which the change
in the excise was announced) should be ex-
empted from the increased excise duty.

The motion was seconded by Dr. Parker.

Mr. O'Connor in support of his motion said
that when his honourable friend the Minister
of Finance, in the speech which he made in
introducing the change in the tariff of Cus-
toms and Excise, was reported and generally
understood to say that this excise duty of
three cents on the gallon, spirits, was intend-
ed to be in lieu of the duty of ten cents per
bushel heretofore charged on corn imported
into this country. The present Bill proposed
to charge that increased excise duty on the
stock then on hand and in bond. The effect
was that in respect of such stock then in
bond, the distillers would be compelled to pay
double duty. This was wrong in principle.
The manufacturers had gone on with their
business, and paid the duties under the law
as it then stood; and upon the faith of the
law. It was contrary to sound principle. Be-
sides this the practice of suddenly applying
changes like this to stock in bond under the
circumstances of the present case, gave occa-
sion and opportunity for unfair and improper
practices upon all such occasions. It is well
known that some person invariably got
possession of the secret intention-knowledge
of the intended change-and profited by it to
the detriment of others. In the present in-
stance, a member of a large distilling firm at
Toronto came to Ottawa a few days before
the change was announced in the House,
stayed a few hours, returned, and that firm
immediately before the change was an-
nounced, had taken their whole stock out of
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bond and saved thereby $14,000. He referred
to this as a fact of public notoriety to illus-
trate the opinion he had expressed against
the sudden application of such change.

Hon. Mr. Howland contended that the prin-
ciple of the amendment was wrong. It was
not usual to exempt stocks in bond on such
changes. He objected to the terns of the
amendment. He denied emphatically that he
had ever given information to any person
which could give improper foreknowledge of
any kind, or unfair advantage. He did not
believe either that any officer of his depart-
ment had done so. He concluded by assuring
the honourable member for Essex, that he
held his opinions in perfect contempt.

Mr. O'Connor replied stating that he did
not think the honourable Minister of Inland
Revenue had a right to speak of honourable
gentlemen's statements as contemptible, and
the honourable gentleman ought to know him
well enough to know that he never indulged
in insinuations. The few remarks that he had
made were upon positive information, and he
could assure the Minister of Inland Revenue
that he (if he took the trouble to investigate
the facts) would find that his statement was
correct. He had determined before coming
down to that House to do his duty towards
his constituents, and he was still determined
to do so, notwithstanding the taunt of the
Hon. Minister of Inland Revenue.

Hon. Mr. Holton thought a Cabinet Min-
ister ought to be incapable of allowing advan-
tages to particular parties.

Mr. Street said that if the measure was
carried in its present shape, it would inflict
serious loss as well as injustice upon many
people.

Mr. O'Connor said he considered he had
made out a good case. The principle he had
enunciated was correct and had not been
displaced by any argument which he had
heard. He thought the Government ought to
accede to the amendment. He was willing to
modify it so as fairly to meet the point, if
required. With regard to the term which the
Hon. Minister of Excise (Mr. Howland) had
used in reference to himself (the member for
Essex) to the effect that he held his opinions
in contempt, he (Mr. O'Connor) would say
that he cared little whether that honourable
gentleman held his (Mr. O'Connor's) opinions
or himself in contempt or not. He (Mr. O'C.)
would, however, suggest to that honourable
gentleman that it might be well for him to

consider whether it was consistent with good
breeding, whether it was gentlemanly, to ex-
press contempt for the opinions of his equals.
He (Mr. O'C.) had been taught and had acted
always on the principle that a gentleman
should not express contempt for the opinions
of any other gentleman. Such a course was
discourteous-ungentlemanly and reprehensi-
ble. He (Mr. O'C.) would not follow the
example of the honourable gentleman-he
was not in the habit of following bad exam-
ples. He would not, therefore, retort on that
honourable gentleman, and say that he (Mr.
O'C.) held his opinions in contempt. On the
contrary, he respected that honourable gen-
tleman's opinions, as he did the opinions of
every honourable member of the House, as
those of his equals. The honourable gentle-
man might as well also consider, whether it
became his position as a Minister of the
Crown to use the language he had. With
these remarks, he would now leave the
honourable gentleman to his reflections. He
would merely add that he (Mr. O'C.) had
made no attack on the honourable gentleman
or on the officers of his department.

Dr. Parker concurred with the member for
Welland. This was not a new tax, but was put
in in order to meet a remission of customs
duty. He thought that all spirits in bond on
the 29th of April, manufactured from corn,
ought to have a remission of these 3¢ per
gallon.

Mr. Gibbs did not see the necessity for the
proposed exception.

Hon. Mr. Tilley said that a line had to be
drawn in the matter. The Government has
fixed the 29th of April as the limit and he
thought the only way was to adhere to their
determination.

Mr. Mackenzie said there were difficulties
in the way of taking any other course than
that adopted by the Government. Besides, the
proposed change was for the benefit of the
manufacturer and not the consumer.
(Laughter).

Hon. Mr. Anglin called attention to a case
of injustice under the new tariff. In St. John,
before the telegram from the Minister of
Customs arrived increasing the duty, all the
merchants took their wines out of bond ex-
cept one merchant who did not arrive till
some half an hour after the telegram, and
consequently had to pay a very much larger
amount of duty than any of his rivals in
business.
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Hon. Mr. Tilley maintained that after the
receipt of the telegram all the wines were
liable to the new duty and no injustice had
been done.

Hon. Col. Gray thought it a case of injus-
tice that this one merchant alone, a most
respectable man, should be made to pay a
duty from which all others in Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick had escaped.

Hon. Mr. Anglin said that the new tariff
was not in operation in Halifax for a week
after it was put in force in New Brunswick.

Hon. Mr. Tilley said that the tariff had
been sent off to Halifax in due time, and
though every inquiry was made, the Gov-
ernment had not been able to discover how it
was the copies of the tariff had failed to
reach the Customs Collectors there.

Hon. Mr. Galt said that if there had been
any injustice it had been suffered by the
Government, inasmuch as nearly all the mer-
chants had managed to escape the duty.
Under the new tariff, the merchant alluded to
absolutely paid less than he would have done
under the previous tariff in New Brunswick.
Others may have got the advantage of him,
but he certainly had not much to complain of,
as he had taken his wines out at less than the
previous duty.

Hon. Mr. Read said it was very evident from
the remarks that day, that there was very
little sympathy with a certain class of inanu-
facturers in the country. He asked no favour
for them, but desired British fair play. By the
present Bill a great hardship would be en-
tailed; he hoped the Minister of Inland
Revenue would allow it to be altered as
proposed in the amendment.

The amendment was lost on a division, and
the Bill was read a third time and passed.

WAYS AND MEANS

On motion of Hon. Mr. Rose the House
went into Committee of Ways and Means.

Hon. Mr. Anglin complained that while the
Bank of Montreal charged large interest on
the $2,500,000 due to it by Government, it
allowed no interest on the large sum deposit-
ed with it at the credit of the Government.

Hon. Mr. Rose, in reply, insisted that the
sound principle was that no Minister of Fi-
nance should allow any Bank to speculate
with the public funds, and the Banks could
not pay interest on Government balances
unless they were allowed to speculate with

the public money. As regarded the amount it
would be extremely unwise to allow the bal-
ances to run down so that Government could
not, without borrowing, meet the subsidies,
railway obligations, etc.

Hon. Mr. Anglin said he presumed the
bank must utilize the Government balances,
and he thought they should pay something in
the shape of interest.

Hon. Mr. Hollon said the gravamen of
complaint was that we had no balances at all
in the Bank of Montreal, while we were large
borrowers from that institution. We borrowed
$2,500,000 at 7 per cent, and if we left $1,-
800,000 or $1,500,000 on permanent deposit
there without interest, the result was that
while we pretended to be borrowing at 7 per
cent, we were paying actually from 12 to 13
per cent for the accommodation we received.
He wished to know what was the present
position of the proceeds of the Dominion
stock. Had it been actually paid out to meet
the requirements of the Government, or did it
or any considerable portion of it remain with
the Bank of Montreal? If the balance in the
Bank of Montreal should be equal to the
amount of Dominion stock sold, the inference
would be irresistible that we were paying
interest on a loan that we had not yet the
advantage of.

Hon. Mr. Rose, in reply, made some obser-
vations, a considerable portion of which were
inaudible in the gallery. He said that at this
season of the year it was necessary for the
Government to keep large balances, as about
$6,000,000 had to be paid out between this
and the lst of July. There was an inconveni-
ence at present in the leading engagements of
the Government maturing at two points of
the year. This they were endeavouring to
remedy. The interest on the Dominion stock
would be payable in March and October. It
was necessary to hold on to a large portion of
the proceeds of the Dominion stock until the
obligations he referred to were met. The
Dominion stock had been paid on the day it
was subscribed, and within thirty-six hours
afterwards a bill of 150,000 pounds sterling
was paid out of it.

Hon. Mr. Holon-What was the state of
the Government account at that date?

Hon. Mr. Rose-It was very low.

Hon. Mr. Holton said he had gathered two
points from the honourable gentleman's re-
marks; first, a verification of the statement he
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(Mr. Holton) had ventured to make on a
previous occasion, that a very large propor-
tion of the Dominion stock was issued to the
Bank of Montreal; and secondly, that the
proceeds thereof, or a very large portion of
them, were still lying in the bank in order to
meet our obligations. On this amount sold to
the Bank of Montreal, and the proceeds of
which were lying there without interest; we
had been paying interest since March. It must
be obvious that a transaction thus conducted
could not be regarded as a sale of stock at
par. It was a sale at a discount, greater or
less, according to the advantages accruing to
the purchaser by the deposition of the money
in his own hands.

Dr. Parker remarked that the fact that
under the agreement between the Govern-
ment and the Bank of Montreal, the former
were bound to leave a large margin of depos-
it beyond which they could not draw, showed
that the bank could use the Government
moneys for its own purposes.

The Committee reported the following
resolutions:-That towards making good the
supply granted to Her Majesty for the year
ending the 30th day of June, 1868, the sum of
seven millions, five hundred and two thou-
sand and nine hundred and twenty-four dol-
lars, and four cents be granted out of the
Consolidated Revenue Fund of Canada; that
toward making good the supply granted to
Her Majesty for the year ending the 30th
June, 1869, the sum of seven million, nine
hundred and one thousand eight hundred and
fifty-five dollars and one cent, be granted out
of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of Canada.

PERJURY

On motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald the Bill
respecting perjury was read a second time
and referred to Committee of the Whole.

The Committee reported the Bill, and it
was ordered for third reading at next sitting
of the House.

PROROGATION

Sir J. A. Macdonald announced that he
hoped the state of the public business would
allow the House to be prorogued on
Wednesday.

The House at two adjourned till 4 o'clock.

AFTERNOON SITTING

The Speaker took the Chair at 4.

THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORY

A message was brought down from His
Excellency transmitting a despatch from the
Duke of Buckingham, Secretary of State for
the Colonies, in reply to the address of both
Houses, asking the annexation to Canada of
Rupert's Land and the North-West Territory.
The despatch, which was of some length,
stated that legislation by the Imperial Par-
liament would be necessary before the terri-
tory in question could be transferred to
Canada, and that the Imperial Government
were prepared to introduce a Bill for that
purpose, regard being had to the rights of the
Hudson's Bay Company.

Hon. Mr. Holton asked if Government
would bring this matter before the House
before the session closed.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said the honourable
gentleman's question might stand as a notice.

Hon. Mr. Holton said the subject could not
be allowed to pass in that way. This was a
reply from Her Majesty to the most formal
proceeding which it was possible by this
Parliament to take-a proceeding taken on
the assurance of honourable gentlemen op-
posite that there existed grave reasons of
State, which could not be decided, why the
Address to which this was an answer, should
pass through the House with the greatest
celerity. And what had happened? They had
been exposed to a great humiliation-a
humiliation such as no British Parliament
had ever been subjected to before. They were
told, in fact, that they had acted ignorantly in
this matter. He maintained that it was the
duty of the Government at the earliest mo-
ment to communicate to Parliament the
course they intended to ask Parliament to
take in vindication of their own dignity, in
view of the humiliation to which it had been
exposed.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said he looked upon
this not as a humiliation but a triumph. The
action of this Parliament had secured action
by the Imperial Government, which they had
steadily refused for several years. The Im-
perial Government, forced to it by that Ad-
dress, had now undertaken to negotiate for
surrender of this territory by the Hudson's
Bay Company. The despatch was now on the
table, and the member for Chateauguay in
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the exercise of his privileges as a member of
Parliament might take such steps with regard
to it as he thought proper. The Government,
on their part, would take such steps as they
thought befitting to them as a Government.

Hon. Mr. Dorion having risen,

Mr. Speaker said there was no question
before the Chair.

Hon. Mr. Dorion said, when a matter of
this importance was before the House, he had
never heard any Government object to its
discussion. No more important despatch had
ever been sent to a colonial Parliament than
this one, and he wished to know if the
Government objected to the discussion going
on.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said he did not object
to the discussion, but he would remark that it
would be a discussion to no purpose until
these papers were printed, so as to be fully in
possession of members. It was for the House
to say whether they should have a profitless
or profitable discussion.

Hon. Mr. Dorion went on to say that the
course urged upon the House by the Gov-
ernment in the first part of the session, was
this-"Let us get possession of that Territory
and then the Hudson's Bay Company may
take what course they like in order to make
good any claims they may have". An address
founded on that policy was sent home. The
Colonial Secretary communicated to the
Hudson's Bay Company the wishes of the
Colonial Legislature, and their answer
was-"We have no faith in the Colonial Leg-
islature that justice will be done to us. The
only object of the Colonial Government is to
take possession of our property and put us in
the position of seeking our right before tribu-
nals they themselves may constitute." And to
that, the Colonial Secretary replied-"You
are right: we will not grant what the
Canadian Government want. We will bring
an Act before the Imperial Parliament, but
shall take care that in the first place your
rights shal be ascertained."

Hon. Mr. Holon-Which was the whole
point of the controversy.

Hon. Mr. Dorion-Yes; that was the whole
point of it. His honourable friend from
Chateauguay had moved that the rights of
the Hudson's Bay Company should be ascer-
tained first, and then they should enter into
communication with the British Government
with a view to the transfer of the territory.

[Sir J. A. Macdonald (Kingston).]

The speech of the leader of the Government,
quoted in the correspondence, gave the con-
trary view on which the Address was based,
and the reply was a direct slap in the face.
No independent country would ever subnit to
such a slap from another country. From this
despatch it would appear that we were as far
as ever from getting control of this Hudson's
Bay Territory.

Hon. Mr. Johnson contended that the rights
of the Hudson's Bay Company were as much
entitled to respect as would be the rights of
an individual who held property under a
grant from the Crown.

Mr. Mackenzie was not at all clear that the
reply from the Imperial Government should
be considered conclusive as to there having
been an error in our proceedings in the early
part of the session. The only regret he felt
was that they had been misled-he would
say, deceived-by the course taken by mem-
bers of the Government. He was certainly led
to understand by their statements during the
last election, and also in the debate in the
early part of the session, that a certain un-
derstanding had been arrived at with the
Imperial Government; and that there could
be no doubt, from the communications, verbal
and otherwise, which had taken place, that
the result of our passing this address would
be the immediate cession of the territory. He
did not, however, at all regret his own action.
He had looked at the question from an entire-
ly different point of view from that of his
honourable friend, the member for Hoche-
laga, who had argued against the acquisi-
tion of the territory under any circumstances.
The member for Chateauguay had not taken
that ground, although it was not within his
recollection that that honourable gentleman
had insisted very strongly on the advantages
of acquiring the territory. The honourable
gentleman's course was somewhat of a nega-
tive one. (Laughter). He did not feel inclined
to discuss to-day the course taken by the
Colonial Office, as he could not bear in his
mind the precise terms of the dispatch which
had been read; but there was one point to
which he would call the attention of the
House-that, as regarded the only part of the
Territory really valuable to us, the Hudson's
Bay Company did not attempt to prevent us
taking possession of it. His Grace suggested
we might be indifferent about obtaining
possession of this fertile South-West portion
of the Territory if the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany still held the intervening Territory. As
to that, he would say we would have enough
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of the intervening Territory to enable us to
find our way there without much regard to
the Hudson's Bay Company. (Hear, hear). He
presumed it would be the desire of the House
to have these documents printed as speedily
as possible, in advance of the possible-he
might say, certain-discussion which might
take place upon them; and he supposed he
would meet the wishes of the House, if he
sent them to the printer without waiting for a
formal order.

Dr. Parker said the Minister of Justice had
spoken of the action of the Imperial Gov-
ernment as a triumph for the Government.
The honourable gentleman must have done so
in a Hibernian sense, because to his (Dr.
Parker's) mind, the despatch negatived the
whole of the promises held out by our Gov-
ernment at the time the Address was passing
the House. It was quite evident that the Bill
to be introduced into the Imperial Parliament
would guard the rights of the Hudson's Bay
Company in a very different way from what
we had been led to believe.

The matter then dropped.

C. B. AND K. C. B.

Hon. Mr, Chauveau presented the report
from the Select Committee, to whom were
referred the papers and correspondence with
regard to the honours conferred by Her
Majesty on members of this House. The
Committee, after reciting at some length the
facts connected with the conferring of the
honours in question, and the subsequent cor-
respondence, stated their opinion that the
notice in the London GAZETTE of 17th
December was open to serious misconstruc-
tion, inasmuch as it did not state that the
names of Messrs. Cartier and Galt were left
out at their own request. They said the House
and country had since learned with satisfac-
tion that Her Majesty had been pleased to
raise Mr. Cartier to the dignity of a baronet
of the United Kingdom. This gracious act
would remove any misconstruction of the
notice of December, so far as Mr. Cartier was
concerned; but the Committee could not but
feel that it rendered the position of Mr. Galt
still more subject to misconstruction. They
therefore recommended that a humble ad-
dress be presented to Her Majesty, setting
forth that the notification in the London
GAZETTE of the 17th December was liable
to serious misconception in regard to Mr.
Galt, and praying Her Majesty to cause such
remedy to be applied as may remove the
grievance justly complained of by him.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau, seconded by Sir John
A. Macdonald, moved that the report be con-
curred in.

Mr. Bodwell could not allow the motion to
pass without saying that it was unworthy for
Parliament to go down on its knees, as here
proposed, in order to ask for further honours.
(Kicking of desks).

Mr. Mackenzie rose and said that there was
one particular desk from which these noises
always proceed when honourable gentlemen
on the Opposition side rose to speak. If that
conduct was persisted in, he would name the
honourable gentleman who was responsible
for the annoyance.

Hon. Mr. Holion said that there was no
proposition to go to Her Majesty petitioning
for further honours. Such conduct would be
beneath the dignity of the House, and was
not contemplated by the Committee.

Hon. J. S. Macdonald supported the action
of the Committee. Al that was sought to be
accomplished was that simple justice should be
accorded the honourable member for Sher-
brooke; and if the House were going to take
such action and confer a compliment, let it be
unanimous.

Mr. Mackenzie was sure the remark of the
member for South Oxford arose from a
misunderstanding. Honourable gentlemen on
all sides of the House were no doubt desirous
that simple justice should be done to the
distinguished member for Sherbrooke in this
matter.

Mr. Jones thought the Bouse ought not to
have taken up this subject at all. They had
no business to interfere In the matter. He
agreed with the member for South Oxford,
and would vote against the Report.

Mr. Bodwell would not change his position
on this question. The recommendation of the
Committee which he read was such that he
felt the House would be humiliating itself by
taking the course proposed, and he objected
to it.

The report was then adopted, and an ad-
dress to Her Majesty founded thereon was
introduced and carried.

EVENING SITTING

After recess, the following Bills were read
a second time, passed through Committee,
read a third time and passed:-
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Bill to incorporate the Canadian Under-
writers' Association, as amended by the
Committee on Banking and Commerce-A.
Morrison. Bill to amend the Acts relating to
the Canada West Farmers' Mutual and Stock
Insurance Company, and to change the name
to "Canada Farmers' Mutual Insurance
Company," as amended by the Committee
on Banking and Commerce; Bill to incorpo-
rate the Stratford Board of Trade, as amend-
ed by the Committee on Banking and Com-
merce-Mr. Redford.

FORTIFICATIONS

Sir G. E. Cartier moved the third reading
of the fortification Bill.

Mr. Mackenzie said it was clear that if
there was one thing to be avoided by the
House more than another, it was placing in
the power of the Government a large sum of
money voted in one year to be expended over
several years. The true plan was to vote the
amount necessary for each year's operation as
it was wanted. He would, therefore, move an
amendment, seconded by Hon. Mr. Holton
-"That the Bill be not now read a third time,
but be referred back forthwith to Committee
of the Whole House, with instructions to
amend the same by providing that no suin
shall be expended in such works until a
separate estimate for each work to be con-
structed shall be submitted to Parliament;
and that the amount to be spent each year
shall be voted from time to time."

Sir G. E. Cartier said that with regard to
the expenditure of the money, the last clause
of the Bill provided that a detailed account of
all the money raised under the authority of
this Act shall be laid before Parliament dur-
ing the first 15 days after the assembling of
Parliament. (Hear, and laughter.) If the
Government spent too much money, then all
that was necessary was to bring down a
motion of want of confidence, and for honour-
able gentleman opposite to take charge of
the expenditure.

Hon. Mr. Galt-The rest of it. (Loud
laughter).

Hon. Mr. Holton ridiculed the Government
proposition. If honourable gentlemen opposite
allowed themselves to be caught with that
sort of chaff, he was mistaken in them.
laughter).

The House then divided on the amendment,
which was lost-Yeas, 49; Nays. 90.

The Bill was read a third time on a division
and passed.

MILITIA BILL

Sir G. E. Cartier moved the reception of
the Report of Committee of the Whole on the
Bill respecting the militia and defence of the
Dominion of Canada.

Mr. Jones (Halifax) moved an amendment,
excepting firemen from service.

Lost on a division.

Mr. Pope, seconded by Hon. Mr. Gall,
moved that the report be not received, but be
referred back, with instructions to consider
the following resolutions:-lst. That it is
inexpedient and unjust for the militia staff
officers to receive large sums in payment,
while the Battalion and Co. officers on whom
the expense and labour of keeping up the
volunteers devolved, are most inadequately
paid for the labour and expense. 2nd. That no
money be paid the staff officers for their
services until provision be made for the pay-
ment of all the officers of the force, on a just
and equitable basis, according to their respec-
tive duties and rank.

Sir G. E. Cartier defended the Government
proposition, and maintained that inasmuch as
volunteer officers were paid under the Bill,
whereas they were unpaid under the old
measure, they would be better off.

Messrs. Gall and Pope maintained that it
would be better to pay the officers nothing at
all than put them on a par with the privates.
That course would be subversive of all mili-
tary subordination, and would do more harm
than good.

Hon. J. H. Cameron took a similar view,
but could not vote for the amendment, as it
went further, and stopped the pay of the staff
officers,

Mr. Pope only desired to see that the
volunteer officers should be properly paid,
and would withdraw his amendment if the
Government would postpone their Bill til
to-morrow, when, perhaps, a compromise
might be arrived at.

Hon. Sandfield Macdonald said he com-
miserated the Minister of Militia on account
of the difficulties he experienced from the
insubordination of his supporters, who were
urging a resolution which set aside all the
calculations of his honourable friend, and
which if successful would result in the failure
of his Bill. He was disposed on this occasion
to stand by the honourable gentleman. To
give effect to these resolutions would require
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a larger appropriation for the service. He
presumed the Minister of Militia actuated by
economical considerations, had settled what
sum could be spared for the Militia and
Volunteers, and it was not fair in his friends
to attempt to take the matter out of his
hands, and upset his whole calculations in
this way. He agreed, however, that there
should be a great reduction in the expenses
of the staff. There were a great many super-
numeraries who ought to be dispensed with.

Hon. Mr. Gall moved in amendment to Mr.
Pope's amendment, that the Bill be referred
back to Committee of the Whole, for the pur-
pose of so adjusting the expenditure for mi-
litia purposes that the officers of the service,
militia and volunteers, when employed as
such, may receive such allowances as shall
distinguish between their respective ranks
and that of the men.

After some discussion as to how the sense
of the House could be taken on these amend-
ments without a message from the Crown
recommending an increased appropriation-

Sir John A. Macdonald said he would put
it, then, in this way. The Government desired
to know what was the opinion of the House
on the subject of granting an additional sum
for the purpose of paying the volunteer offi-
cers and active service officers of the 40,000
men proposed to be raised, according to their
several ranks and positions; and in order to
do so he moved the adjournment of the
debate, and the Government would consider
that every member who voted against the
adjournment expressed by such vote the
opinion that Government should bring down
this additional sum by message.

Mr. Mackenzie said he should vote for the
adjournment. He did not want any additional

sum to be appointed. He believed the appro-
priation was quite sufficient if properly ap-
plied, and if useless expenses were cut off, to
secure the object aimed at by the member for
Compton. He did not want Government by
this trick to get the House to sanction their
diving deeper into the public purse.

The House then divided on the motion for
adjournment of the debate, which was car-
ried-Yeas, 106: Nays, 32.

WAYS AND MEANS

On motion of Hon. Mr. Rose, the House
again went into Committee on Ways and
Means-Col. Gray in the Chair.

The Committee rose and reported, and the
report was received.

RAILWAYS

On motion of Sir G. E. Cartier, the House
went into Committee on the Act respecting
Railways. The Committee reported the Bill;
the report was received, and the Bill was
ordered for a third reading to-morrow.

FISHERIES

On motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald, the
Bill for the regulation of fishing and protec-
tion of fisheries was read a second time,
passed through Committee, reported and re-
ceived.

SALARIES

The Bill respecting the Governor-General's
civil list and salaries of certain public func-
tionaries was read a second time, passed
through Committee, and ordered for third
reading to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 1:20 a.m.
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Safurday, May 16, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at 11 a.m.

DESPATCH FROM THE COLONIAL OF-
FICE ON THE ASSASSINATION

A message was received from His Excel-
lency transmitting the following despatch
from the Secretary of State for the Colo-
nies:-

DOWNING STREET
28th April, 1868

MY LORD,-
I have the honour to inform you that having

received with pain and regret your despatch of the
9th Instant, informing rne of the assassination of
Mr. D'Arcy McGee, in the city of Ottawa, 1 felt it
my duty to communicate the lamentable event to
Her Majesty, feeling certain that Rer Majesty
would sincerely deplore the crime which had de-
prived Canada, by the hand of an assassin, of the
able and devoted service of Mr. McGee. I have
received Her Majesty's command to request you to
convey to the family of Mrs. McGee the expression
of Her Majesty's deep sympathy with them in the
loss which they have sustained through the atro-
clous crime.

I have, etc.

(Signed) BUCKINGHAM & CHANDOS
To Viscount Monck, etc.

INSURANCE COMPANIES
On motion of Hon. Mr. Rose, the House

resolved to go into Committee on Monday
next, on the following resolution:-That it is
expedient to provide that Insurance Com-
panies doing business in Canada shall be
licensed for that purpose, and shall give
security for the payment of losses to be
incurred by them in Canada, by the deposit
of a sufficient amount of money in the hands
of the Receiver-General, who shall be author-
ized to invest such money in Dominion stock,
creating stock for that purpose if necessary;
such stock being liable to be disposed of to
meet any claims of the holders of policies of
the company depositing the money.

NORTHERN RAILWAY
On motion of Hon. Mr. Howland, the House

went into Committee to consider resolutions
respecting the Northern Railway of Canada.

The resolutions Were reported and con-
curred in.
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MILITIA BILL

The House resumed the adjourned debate
on motion of Sir G. E. Cartier, for receiving
the report of the Committee of the Whole on
the Mil tia Bill and the amendments by
Messrs. Pope and Galt thereto.

The Speaker ruled Mr. Galt's amendment
out of order, as it involved an additional
appropriation, which could not be made witn-
out a message from the Crown.

Mr. Pope said he shoùld not press his
motion after the division last night, which
seemed to express the opinion of the House
that the officers should get no more pay,
though he did not believe the vote was fairly
taken, or that this was the real expression of
the House. Still, the vote was taken; and he
should therefore withdraw his motion.

Hon. Mr. Hollon said the honourable gen-
tleman was mistaken in assuming that the
vote of the House last night was on the
merits of his motion. He (Mr. Holton) voted
for the adjournment, in order to give him an
opportunity of voting for this amendment. He
would not consent to the amendment being
withdrawn.

Sir John A. Macdonald said he would then
take the point of order, which the Minister of
Militia said last night he would not take
advantage of, in order to get the sense of the
House on the question. By the vote last night,
the House expressed its opinion that the
volunteer officers should not be paid more,
and the measure of Government should not
be interfered with. He therefore raised two
points of order against the amendment. ist.
That the House had concurred in the resolu-
tions, making a specific appropriation for the
salaries of the staff, and could not now repeal
that concurrence. 2nd. That it was out of
order, because it instructed the Committee to
do a thing which it could do without such
instruction.

Hon. Mr. Holton said the point of order
having been waived last night, he did not
think it could now be insisted on.
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Sir J. A. Macdonald said it had merely
been waived to obtain an expression of opin-
ion from the House which had now been
given.

The Speaker ruled the motion out of order.

Mr. Bowell then moved an amendment that
it be an instruction to the Committee to
amend the Bill by reducing the salary of the
Adjutant-General from $3,600 to $3,00-the
amount under the existing law-and the sal-
ary of the Deputy Adjutant-General from
$1,800 to $1,200. The speaker said this amend-
ment might be open to the same objection as
the other one-that it went back on the
concurrence of the House-already given to
the resolutions fixing these salaries.

Hon. Mr. Holion contended that it was
open to the House at any stage of a Bill to
reduce the charges upon the people.

The Speaker decided that the amendment
was in order.

Sir G. E. Cartier contended that $1,800 for
the Deputy Adjutant-General, $1,200 for the
Paymaster, and $1,000 for a clerk and a
messenger-$4,000 in all-was not too great a
sum for managing the militia affairs of the
Province of Nova Scotia, which made one
Military District. There being nine districts
the whole expense was $36,000, which he
argued was not excessive, $1,800 was open to
the charge of being too small rather than too
large a remuneration for an officer having
control of the militia affairs of a military
district. There was an increase in the salaries
at headquarters, Col. Macdougall receiving
$3,600, and Col. Walker Powell $2,600.
Formerly the Adjutant-General received $3,-
000, and the two deputies for Upper and
Lower Canada $2,240 each, so that there was
a considerable reduction in the salaries at
headquarters.

Hon. J. Sandfield Macdonald gave figures to
show how largely his successors in the
Government had increased the expenses of
the staff. In 1864, the year he left office, the
expenses of the staff, including their travel-
ling expenses, amounted to $22,240. In 1867 in
carrying out the same system and under the
same law, they had increased to $47,800, an
increase of over $25,000. Under this Bill he
was glad to see there was to be some redue-
tion although a larger area was included by
the addition of the Lower Provinces. He was
glad to see in it a tendency in the proper
direction, and he did not think the organiza-
tion proposedto be made was an unreasona-

able one. Of course, such measures were
experimental, and the result of a year's
experience might be to show the necessity
of altering the present measure in some
respects.

Sir J. A. Macdonald in reply to the member
for Cornwall, contended that the increased
expenses from 1864 to 1867 were justified by
the increased efficiency given to the adminis-
tration of militia affairs of the country. which
had been rendered necessary by the more
than ordinary demand made upon the ser-
vices of the volunteers during that period. So
long as these Fenian invasions were threat-
ened, however contemptible they might be,
we must be prepared for them, and a special
system or organization involving more or less
expense must be kept up which would not be
necessary under ordinary circumstances.

Mr. Bodwell maintained that all he desired
to do was to place the officers in question in
the same position in which they were.

Hon. Mr. Fisher would vote for the reduc-
tion of the salary of the Adjutant-General;
but the salaries of the other officers were, he
believed, little enough.

The House then divided-Yeas 61; Nays 60.
(Cheers).

Yeas-Ault, Bechard, Bertrand, Bodwell,
Bowell, Bowman, Brown, Cheval, Cimon,
Connell, Coupal, Daoust, Dobbie, Drew, Du-
fresne, Fortier, Gaudet, Geoffrion, Godin,
Hagar, Holton, Jones (H a 1 i f a x), Jones
(Leeds), Kempt, Lapum, Little, Macfarlane,
Magill, McCallum, McCarthy, MeMonies,
Metcalfe, Mills, Morison (Victoria), Munroe,
Oliver, Paquet, Parker, Perry, Pinsonneault,
Pouliot, Power, Pozer, Rankin, Ray, Redford,
Renaud, Ross (Dundas), Ross (P. E.), Ryan
(Montreal), Savary, Scatcherd, Snider, Stir-
ton, Thompson (Haldimand), Thompson
(Ontario), Tremblay, Wallace, Wells, Wilson,
Young-61.

Nays-Archambeault, Beaty, Bellerose,
Benoit, Blanchet, Bolton, Bown, Brousseau,
Burton, Caldwell, Cameron (Peel), Campbell,
Carling, Caron, Cartier, Cartwright, Casault,
Cayley, Chamberlin, Chauveau, Desaulnier,
Dunkin, Fisher, Fortier, Gaucher, Gendron,
Gray, Grover, Howland, Huot, Irvine, Jack-
son, Keeler, Kirkpatrick, Langevin, Langlois,
Lawson, Macdonald (Cornwall), MeDonald
(Glengarry), Macdonald (Sir John), McDonald
(Middlesex), Masson, (Soulanges), Masson
(Terrebon ne), McDougall, McGreevey,
McMillan, Merrit, Morrison (Niagara), O'Con-
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nor, Robitaille, Rose, Ross (Champlain),
Simard, Simpson, Stephenson, Street, Tilley,
Walsh, White, Wood-60.

In Committee, Sir G. E. Cartier, said that by
this vote this House, and particularly the
members for Lower Canada, had given the
greatest blow to the efficiency of the measure
which they could possibly give. (No, no).
Honourable gentlemen would allow him to
speak. He knew what he was saying. The
intention of this measure was to appoint
three District Adjutants-General in Lower
Canada-two of whom were to be French,
and one English. Now what was the result of
the vote given by those French members who
were always complaining? It was this, the
reduction of the salaries of the District Deputy
Adjutant-General from $1,800 to $1,200. The
Adjutant-General would receive his salary of
$3,000, and Col. Powell $2,600, while the
French officers only receive $1,200 each. ("Oh!
oh!") Let those members from Ontario and
the Lower Provinces who were desirous of
reducing the salaries of those important offlc-
ers take the responsibility of their action. But
he would call on the members from Lower
Canada to consider well their vote. (Hear,
and cries of "Oh! oh!") The Committee would
have to rise, and when the question of con-
currence came on, there would be an oppor-
tunity given those gentlement hailing from
Quebec to set themselves right. ("Oh!")

The Bill was then altered in Committee in
accordance with the vote of the House.

On the motion that the Committee rise and
report the Bill as amended,

Mr. Jones (Halifax), regretted extremely
that the Minister of Militia should have made
such an appeal to his followers. The Bill
affected the Maritime Provinces as well as
Quebec, and therefore such appeals should
not be made.

Mr. Bowell disavowed in the most distinct
manner any desire to influence any man in
this matter through his nationality. It was a
great misfortune on two or three occasions
during the present session when the Minister
of Militia felt himself hard pressed that he
should have appealed to the national cry and
sought to rouse a feeling which he, of aUl
others, ought to be the first to discounte-
nance. (Hear, hear).

Hon. Mr. Holton said it was more than a
matter of regret that a gentleman occupying
the high position of the Minister of Militia
should on an occasion of tbis kind, as on
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previous occasions, make such emphatic ap-
peals to the national prejudices of the House.
(Hear). Now, if ever the present new and
complicated system of Government were to
succeed, it would be by keeping down such
appeals; it would be by those in high places
and exercising an influence over their coun-
trymen, frowning down such attempts to un-
worthily influence honourable members.
(Hear). And if instead of using their influ-
ence to keep out of the halls of the Legisla-
ture considerations of this kind gentleman
occupying the prominent position of the
Minister of Militia turned on every occasion
to appeal to prejudices of race and origin in
the manner he had done that day, the present
scheme of Government would not be worth
three years purchase. He (Mr. Holton) did
hope this was the last occasion in which he
would be compelled to witness the painful
spectacle that day presented on the trumpery
question before the House, and he knew that
in that feeling he was joined by the gentle-
men in the opposition side of the House with
whom he had the pride and pleasure to act.

Sir G. E. Cartier was surprised to hear such
statements from a gentleman claiming to be
the leader of the Opposition. The idea of that
honourable member rising and administering
such a rebuke to him (Mr. Cartier) because
he had appealed to his fellow citizens hailing
from the Province of Quebec, and denouncing
him because he had explained the real bear-
ing of the vote to his followers! What follow-
ers had that honourable gentleman to advise
or enlighten? No member in the House oc-
cupied a more mortifying position than the
member for Chateauguay, and yet he must
lecture his opponents. He (Mr. Cartier) had
moved in this matter because he desired that
every man, no matter what his nationality,
should have no fault to find hereafter with
this measure. He did not want any person to
be able to say that their nationality or reli-
gion had been slighted in the organization;
yet for doing this he had been attacked by
the member for Chateauguay, and his meas-
ure called a trumpery affair. The resolution
which had been carried was one which cer-
tainly ought not to be sustained as it stood,
Under it the salary of the Adjutant-General
would be reduced, while that of the Deputy
Adjutant-General was not touched. He (Mr.
Cartier) had no fault to flnd with Colonel
Powell, but merely desired to show the posi-
tion in which the resolution placed matters.

Hon. Mr. Holton had only a word or two-to
say in reply. lnthe firstiplace, the Mhnister of
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Militia was under a mistake in supposing that
the principle of the Bill was under discussion
in the Committee-as ta his (Mr. Holton's)
assuming leadership in the House, he would
say he made no pretensions ta such leader-
ship. In the few observations he had made, he
had merely spoken of the gentlemen on his
side of the House with whom he had the
pride and pleasure to act-(hear, hear) and
by virtue of his position as a member of the
House, he held that the course pursued by the
Minister of Militia was ill considered, unwise,
and unpatriotic. (Hear, hear).

Mr. D. A. McDonald also thought that the
course of the Minister of Militia was unwar-
ranted, because the salary of two of his
countrymen were reduced he appeals ta the
national feelings of his countrymen ta reverse
that decision. As ta the attempt ta belittle the
member for Chateauguay, it had been made
before by members of the Ministry, but would
not succeed. If there was one gentleman more
than another in that House who discharged
his duty ta the country faithfully and assidu-
ously, it was that honourable gentleman. He
was one of the foremost in the House, and
honourable gentlemen opposite would gain
nothing by attacking him.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau thought the member
for Chateauguay had taken an unfair advan-
tage of the Minister of Militia in the matter
before the House. It was all very well ta say
pay no attenton ta national or religious
distinctions, and claim that they should be
ignored. But these were social and political
facts, and could not be ignored, and it was
noticeable that the very persans who
professed ta ignore them were those ignoring
them the least. That the Minister of Militia
occupied the same position he always held
was clear. In Quebec he took a similar stand
in favour of the inhabitants of British origin
(hear)-and had been sustained by his coun-
trymen.

Hon. Mr. Conmeli maintained that if the
course advocated by the Minister of Militia
on this measure were followed up, the results
could not but be most disastrous ta the
welfare of the Dominion.

Mr. Mackenzie was surprised that a
Minister of the Crown should have taken the
position of the Minister of Militia. There
might be some justification for the honoura-
ble gentleman's course if he were prepared ta
show that the motion discriminated against
Lower Canada. That motion had been carried

[Mr. oltan (Chateauguay)J]

in his (Mr. Mackenzie's) absence-a fact
which he regretted; but it was clear ta him it
did not in the least justify the action of the
Minister of Militia in making a sectional
appeal ta the House. He (Mr. Mackenzie) was
free ta admit the justice of the remarks of
the member for Quebec as ta the liberality of
the French Canadian politicians in Lower
Canada. He was also quite free ta admit the
desirability of having a fair proportion of the
minority of the Dominion in all branches of
the public service. It was both desirable and
wise that the minority should always be
treated with generosity; but it was contempti-
ble for men occupying high public positions
ta make the unwarranted appeal ta national
prejudice which had been made, and reply ta
remarks bearing purely on the merits of the
case by a gross personal attack such as that
made on the member for Chateauguay-an
attack as unmerited as it was uncalled for.
(Cheers).

Hon. Mr. Dunkin said that in this matter
the scantiest justice had been done the
Minister of Milit.a, for of all men the man I ked
by the English in Lower Canada, as well if
not better than any other, was the Minister of
Militia. (Hear, hear). In the present instance
the honourable gentleman merely told his
countrymen that they had in the dark passed
a vote which they would probably regret, as
it bore more hardly on them than the other
section of the Dominion.

Dr. Parker deprecated strongly the attempt
of the Minister of Militia ta rouse national
sectional feeling in order ta reverse the deci-
sion of the House.

Mr. Jones (Leeds) regretted extremely the
debate had taken this sectional turn.

The Committee then rose and reported the
Bill as amended.

Sir G. E. Cartier said that in order ta test
fairly the feeling of the House he would
move that the House do not now concur in
the report, but that it be referred back ta the
Committee with instructions ta restore the
salaries ta what they were in the Bill origi-
nally. If that failed he should then move that
Col. Walker Powell's salary be reduced ta
$2,240 as formerly.

Hon. Mr. Holton said that of course if the
House reafflirmed the action it had already
taken by concurring in the report from the
Committee, it would be bound in consistency
ta adopt the Motion to reduce the salary of
Mr. PowelL He went on ta comment on the
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fact that all the motions attacking the details
of the scheme of the Government had come
from their own supporters. The gentlemen on
his (Mr. Holton's) side of the House had
confined themselves to submitting general
propositions, leaving the Government the
responsibility of the details.

Mr. Rymal expressed his astonishment that
the Minister of Militia as chief of a great
party did not keep hIs followers in better
subordination. His failure to do so indicated,
he thought, that the honourable gentleman
could not be trusted to manage the militia of
the country. He had spoken of a torpedo
when he introduced his Bill. The torpedo had
now burst somewhat to the damage of the
honourable gentleman. He would not be sur-
prised if it threw him out of office as another
torpedo did some years ago. He regretted the
honourable gentleman's sectional appeals to
his countrymen. One who had just been
raised to the dignity of a baronetcy of the
United Kingdom should be above such a
thing. He (Mr. Rymal) would also appeal to
the honourable gentlemen from Lower
Canada-(hear, hear)-not as French Cana-
dians, but as fellow-Canadians, and implore
them to do their duty faithfully and honestly,
and allow no man, great or small, to stifie
the honest convictions of their minds. (Cheers).

Some remarks were then made by Hon. Mr.
Blanchet and Mr. Ross (Dundas.)

Mr. Little wished to define his position in
the House; it was not because he sat on the
Opposition benches that he was not a sup-
porter of the Government. He would adhere
to them in every honest and reasonable proi-
ect; in this respect he cordially concurred in
the observations of the member for Dundas.
He could not vote for a Bill which has a
tendency to injure the volunteer force in this
country. Our constituents, with reason, say
that there is too much staff, and too large a
proportion of the money asked for under the
estimates for militia about to be expended on
staff officers, and no adequate provision is
recommended for the officers and men in the
several volunteer and militia companies. The
country cannot afford extravagant salaries in
any department, and not such as by this Bill
is recommended for the Deputy Adjutant-
General and other staff officers. He was sorry
to hear the remarks from the honourable
member of Wentworth, as to the title and
position of the Hon. Minister of Militia. As
far as regards himself (Mr. Little) he hoped
the gallant Baronet would continue to occupy

the position he at present fills, but hoped he
would not again fall into such mistakes, as in
numerous instances appear in this Bill. He
was happy in thinking that the vote we were
called upon to give, would not be given in the
House as a party one. Members ought not to
be called upon at all times to abnegate their
functions as representatives of the people;
they ought to be allowed to act as the honest
dictates of their reason and sentiments most
approve of, consistent with the wishes and
interests of the country, without being called
to question by any member, who after all,
perhaps, would be the first to leave his party
if the wishes of his constituents demanded it.

The House then again divided-The vote
was announced yeas 64; nays 64.

Notice was taken that Mr. Hurdon who had
voted w«th the yeas was not in the House
when the question was put. His name was
struck out and the division stood-yeas 63;
nays 64.

Yeas-Archambeault, Beaty, Bellerose,
Benoit, Blanchet, Bolton, Bown, Brousseau,
Burton, Caldwell, Cameron (PeeD, Campbell,
Carling, Caron, Cartier, Cartwright, Casault,
Cayley, Chamberlin, Chauveau, Coffin, Cos-
tigan, DeNiverville, Desaulnier, Dunkin,
Fortin, Gaucher, Gendron, Gray, Grover,
Howland, Irvine, Jackson, Keeler, Kirkpat-
rick, Langevin, Langlois, Lawson, Macdonald
(Cornwall), Macdonald, Sir John A.,
McDonald (Middlesex), Masson (Soulanges),
Masson (Terrebonne), McCarthy, McDougall,
McGreevey, McMillan, Merritt, Morrison
(Niagara), O'Connor, Pope, Robitaille, Rose,
Ross (Champlain), Shanly, Simard, Simpson,
Stephenson, Street, Tilley, Walsh, Webb,
Wood-Total 63.

Nays-Ault, Bechard, Bertrand, Bodwell,
Bourassa, Bowell, Bowman, Brown, Burpee,
Cheval, Cimon, Connell, Coupal, Croke,
Dobbie, Dorion, Dufresne, Ferris, Forbes,
Fortier, Gaudet, Geoffrion, Godin, Hagar,
Holton, Jones (Halifax), Jones (Leeds and
Grenville), Kempt, Lapum, Little, Mac-
farlane, Mackenzie, Magill, McCallum,
McMonies, Mills, Morison (Victoria, Ontario),
Munroe, Oliver, Paquet, Parker, Perry,
Pinsonneault, Pouliot, Power-Pozer, Redford,
Ross (Dundas), Ross (Prince Edward), Ryan
(Montreal West), Rymal, Savary, Scatcherd,
Snider, Stirton, Thompson (Haldimand),
Thompson (Ontario), Tremblay, Wallace,
Wells, White, Whitehead, Willson, Young
-Total 64.

May 16, 1868



COMMONS DEBATES

Sir G. E. Cartier then moved ta refer back
the resolution with instructions ta amend it
by making the salaries respectively $3,599
and $t,799..

Sir Jhn A. Macdonald explained that the
object was ta obtain the vote of Messrs.
Hurdon and Fisher.

Hon. Mr. Holton said the Minister of Mi-
litia had stated that if his amendment were
defeated he would accept the decision of the
House and not move another resolution. This
course was an invitation ta the House ta go
on voting these sums dollar by dollar, which
might be kept up for three months.

Hon. Mr. Fisher wished the motion divided.
He desired ta vote the $1,800 ta the Deputy
Adjutant-General, but thought $3,000 was
enough for the Adjutant-General.

Hon. Mr. Dorion suggested that the honour-
able gentleman could secure what he desired
by voting against Mr. Cartier's motion, and
then moving a substantive motion with re-
gard ta the deputies.

The House then again divided, and the
motion was lost-Yeas 63; nays 67.

The difference from the previous vote was
as follows:- Among the yeas, the votes of
Messrs. Fisher, Huot, and Hurdon, took the
places of Messrs. Wood, Benoit, and Cofn.
The nays were one less by Mr. Kempt, and
four more by Messrs. Coffin, Cameron (In-
verness), Drew and Rankin. Messrs. Wood
and Kempt had voted as before, but as they
had left the House before the decision was
declared, their names were struck out.

Sir G. E. Cartier moved ta refer back the re-
port with instructions ta amend by making
Col. Walter Powell's salary $2,240, as formerly,
instead of $2,600.

Hon. J. Sandfield Macdonald expressed his
regret that the Minister of Militia, having
been disappointed in getting his views carried
out with reference ta the Adjutant-General
and the gentlemen in charge of the Militia
Districts, should wreak his vengeance on Mr.
Walter Powell, who had now the duties that
used ta be performed by two.

Hon. J. H. Cameron also expressed his
disapproval of Mr. Cartier's amendment. If
the Minister of Militia in framing his Bill

thought Mr. Powell deserved a certain salary,
why should he reduce it now?

Sir John A. Macdonald said that the House
having decided ta reduce the other proposed
salaries, it was proper ta reduce this one also,
in order ta maintain a proper relation be-
tween the salaries of the Adjutant-General
and his Deputy. Unless this were done the
difference would only be $400.

Mr. Bowell said that the difference would
be $1,400, as $1,000 was allowed ta the Ad-
jutant-General for contingencies.

Mr. Walsh and Mr. Shanly opposed, and
Mr. Jones (Leeds) supported Sir G. E. Car-
fier's motion, which was carried.

Yeas 127, Nays 7. (The nays were Messrs. J.
H. Cameron, Shanly, Burton, Walsh, Carrier,
J. S. Macdonald, and Lawson).

Mr. Savary moved an amendment ta strike
out the 50 cents a day, ta be paid ta officers
of volunteers and active service militia.

Yeas 26, Nays 102.

Hon. Mr. Fisher moved an amendment, that
the salaries of Deputy Adjutants-General
should be $1,500 each.

Lost on a division.

Mr. Brown moved ta amend the Bill by
making the term of service for volunteers the
same as for drafted men-two years instead
of three years, as in the Bill.

Lost; Yeas 36; Nays 89.

Mr. Oliver moved ta amend the Bill by
making the term for drafted men the same as
for volunteers-three years.

Lost on a division.

Mr. Chamberlin moved ta amend so as ta
permit the transfer of existing volunteer
companies ta the regular militia, retaining
their organization.

Lost on a division.

Dr. Parker said he should not move the
amendment, of which he had given notice, as
he was convinced that no amendment could
make it satisfactory ta the people.

The Bill was then read a third time and
passed.

The House then adjourned at a quarter
past six o'clock.
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Monday, May 18, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at 11 o'clock.

JUDGE LAFONTAINE

Hon. J. H. Cameron presented the report of
the Committee appointed with reference to
the petition against Judge Lafontaine. They
reported that, in consequence of the late
period of the session, they could not now
enter on the enquiry with any advantage, and
recommend that further action be postponed
till next session.

QUESTIONS

OBSTRUCTIONS TO NAVIGATION

Mr. Fortin, who asked whether it is the
intention of the Government to cause a hy-
drographic survey of the Ports of Amherst
and House Harbour in the Magdalen Islands,
in Canada, to be made during the present
season of navigation, with the view to ascer-
taining the possibility of works for the remo-
val of the sand banks which obstruct the
entrances to those ports, and render access to
them extremely difficult even for small
fishing vessels, and also to prevent the forma-
tion of fresh sand banks; those two being the
only ports which can be used by vessels
navigating along the coast and engaging in
the maritime fisheries of those parts?

Hon. Mr. McDougall stated that it was the
intention of Government during the present
season to send a competent officer to examine
the ports of Amherst and House Harbour in
Magdalen Islands, with a view of ascertaining
the possibility of removing the sand banks
which obstruct the entrance to these ports;
but whether it would be a hydrographical
survey or not, he could not say.

Claim of G. H. RYLAND

Mr. Shanly, who asked whether any
report has been made by the Privy Council
on the last despatch from the Duke of
Buckingham, Secretary of State for the
Colonies, to His Excellency the Governor-
General, relative to the unsatisfied claim of
Mr. George H. Ryland; also, what has been
the cause of delay in the payment of the

moiety of the interest still due to Mr. Ryland
under the award of the late Chief Justice
Carter.

Hon. Mr. Rose stated that no report had
been made by the Privy Council relative to
the unsatisfied claim of G. H. Ryland, and
that the Government never admitted their
liability to Ryland under the award of the
late Chief Justice Carter.

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE

Mr. Savary. who asked whether it is the
intention of Her Majesty's Government in the
Dominion of Canada, to exercise the power
vested in His Excellency the Governor-
General, by His Excellency's commission, to
constitute and appoint Justices of the Peace
in the Dominion, and if not, whether a Bill
will be introduced during the present Session
to enable His Excellency to transfer such
powers by his Commission to the Lieuten-
ant-Governors in the Dominion?

Sir John A. Macdonald said it was not the
present intention of the Dominion Govern-
ment to appoint Justices of the Peace in the
Dominion, nor was it the intention of the
Government to introduce a Bill this Session to
enable His Excellency to transfer his powers
in the matter to the Lieutenant-Governors of
the Dominion.

INSPECTION OF FISH

A similar answer was also given by the
Minister of Justice to Mr. Fortin's question as
to whether it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment to bring down during the present
Session a measure to amend the Act respect-
ing the inspection of fish, and to make its
provisions applicable to all the Provinces con-
stituting the Dominion of Canada?

Sir John A. Macdonald said the Govern-
ment did not intend this session to bring
down a Bill respecting the inspection of fish.

IMMIGRATION APPROPRIATION

Hon. J. H. Cameron moved an address for a
statement of the sums appropriated for immi-
gration purposes for the current quarter and
year.-Carried.
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CANADA LIVE STOCK INSURANCE COM-
PANY

Hon. Mr. Carling moved the third reading
of the Bill to incorporate the Canada Live
Stock Insurance Company.

Hon. Mr. Holton called the attention of the
Government to the Bill as being more local
than general in its character.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin said this was the entering
wedge, or part of the entering wedge, of a
dangerous proceeding. The Bill purposed to
create a Live Stock Insurance Company to
operate over the whole of Canada, but it was
really a Bill of a character more local than
most Bills. It was not a Dominion insurance
Bill, and he warned honourable gentlemen
that in allowing such a measure they would
be acting most unwisely. He hoped the Bill
would be withdrawn, therefore, and intro-
duced into the Ontario Legislature.

Mr. Mackenzie entirely concurred with the
honourable gentleman. He (Mr. Mackenz e)
had raised the question in the early part of
the session. If once the Bill were allowed, all
such Bills would come to the Dominion
Parliament. It was much better they should
be allowed to deal with these Bills in the
Local Legislatures, where they were most
familiar with the subject. Besides, in the
absence of any discussion yet on the general
measure which the Government promised,
but wWch he hoped they would not bring
down, he conceived it most unwise that at
this late period of the session a Bill of so
objectionable a nature should be introduced.

Hon. Mr. Carling said that if it were the
opinion of the House, he would, of course,
withdraw the measure, and introduce it in
the Local Legislature.

Mr. Blake said that even if the Dominion
Parliament had jurisdiction in the matter,
still on the question of policy it would be
exceedingly unwise that the Dominion Par-
liament should deal with this Bill.

Hon. Mr. Carling asked and obtained leave
that the order should stand on the paper till
to-morrow.

CANADA VINE GROWERS' ASSOCIATION

Mr. O'Connor moved that the House go into
Committee on the Bill respecting the Canada
Vine Growers' Association.

portion of the Bill which the Dominion
Parliament could deal with. As it stood now
it was purely a matter for the Local Legis-
lature.

Hon. Mr. Howland said that he had been ill
when this Bill came before the Government,
and had not been able to give the measure
that attention it deserved. But he took the
earliest opportunity of saying that the Gov-
ernment would repeal the clause under which
the company claim to have power to manu-
facture spirituous liquors from products other
than the grape, and that such manufacture
should not be subject to the excise duty. That
was not the intention of the Government or
the House. This Association, he learned, were
about procuring a distillery to carry on distil-
lation on a large scale.

Mr. O'Connor wished to say a few words in
reply to the Minister of Inland Revenue. That
honourable gentleman had said that the as-
sociation was about establishing a distillery.
Such was not the case, and no one authorized
to speak for the company had ever made such
a statement. It would have been proper to
have applied to the company to ascertain
their intentions. It was true that negotiations
had been going on for the purpose of pur-
chasing an old distillery building, but not for
the purpose of starting a distillery. The
Secretary of the company with the books in
his possession had been fully prepared to give
all information, but the Minister of Inland
Revenue had never given him an opportunity
of communicating to the Government. He
(Mr. O'C.) thought it unfair that the Minister
had taken his information from some one
who was perhaps an enemy of the Company.

Hon. Mr. Howland explained that in No-
vember last, he had obtained his information,
but from no secret source, that the company
claimed the right to manufacture spirits. Hon.
Mr. Howland made some further remarks in
reply to the member for Essex, and the
motion was allowed to stand.

PAYMENT OF ELECTION WITNESSES

Hon. Mr. Holton, in the absence of Hon.
Mr. Dorion, moved that Joseph Anctil, Thos.
Lebel, and Michael Lebel, witnesses before
the Committee of Privileges and Elections in
the Kamouraska Election be paid the usual
allowances to witnesses, and be discharged
from further attendance.

Mr. Mackenzie objected, and said that the Hon. Mr. Langevin said these men were
honourable mover had withdrawn the only some of the parties reported by the Con-
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mittee as having taken a leading part in the
acts of riot and gross violence which prevent-
ed an election taking place in Kamouraska.
The Committee under the circumstances
thought they could not recommend these men
to be paid. To pay them would be to encour-
age violence at future elections.

Hon. Mr. Holbon said he had hoped the
honourable gentleman would have risen su-
perior to the petty disputes which had existed
so long in Kamouraska, but on the contrary
he had brought to bear on this question ail
the feeling of a local partisan. The honoura-
ble gentleman sa4d these men were in the
riot, but what did the Committee report in
reference to the provocation they had re-
ceived? They reported that the leading
partisan of the Minister of Agriculture, the
returning officer, had given most serious prov-
ocations by h-s improper conduct-that he
had, in fact, sought to disfranchise those
parishes where the strength of the opponent
of the Minister of Agriculture lay. These men
had been summoned here as witnesses; was it
that they might criminate themselves? If they
had been guilty of improper conduct, let them
be punished in the usual way, but not by
bringing them here and the keeping them
here for six weeks at their own expense. Ie
appealed to the Minister of Justice to say
whether this was in accordance with the
principles either of law or justice.

Mr. Charnberlin accused the member
for Chateauguay of himself displaying an
indiscreet partisnn zeal in the matter and
denied that it had been proved before the
Committee that in disfranchising three
parishes, the Returning Offcer had acted as a
partisan.

Mr. Dufresne argued that the parties on
account of their culpability as rioters should
not be paid as witnesses. If they were paid,
their charges which would be $130 or $140
for each. They would probably at next elec-
tion not be content with common riot but
would take a number of lives. There was only
one parish disfranchised by the Returning
Officer, and in that parish at a previous
election 85 voted for Mr. Chapais and only 58
for his opponent. Mr. Letellier, who had more
influence there than Mr. Chapais' opponent at
last election (Mr. Casault). Before the ordi-
nary courts if a witness perjured himself the
Crown Officer directed that his expenses as a
witness should not be taxed. The member for
Chateauguay showed partisan feeling in se-
lecting just three of these witnesses, and

asking that their expenses only be paid. The
honourable gentleman had not fairly repre-
sented the proceedings of the Returning
Officer. That functionary had not done any-
thing partisan except a silly act some six
months before the election in parading one of
his animals with certain colours at his head
and certain other colours at his other ex-
tremity. Kamouraska had given an example
in 1854 which had encouraged riots and vio-
lence in many other counties, and it was not
until the guilty parties were punished that we
ceased to hear of such proceedings; so these
parties now should not escane with imvunity.
If they gave evidence criminating themselves,
it was right that their answer should weigh
in the taxing of their expenses.

Hon. Col. Gray urged that when a man was
subpoenaed to attend Parliament as a
witness, he should have assurance that his
reasonable expenses should be paid. The
Committee recommended that these partes
should be prosecuted, which implied that
they had a right to be heard before they were
condemned, and on that ground also they
ought not to be deprived of their expenses. If
they were not paid, men hereafter would
come before Parliament with a sense that
injustice might be done them.

Hon. Mr. Holton said he did not wish to
take up the Ime of the flouse unnecessarily,
and he would submit a proposition. If the
Minister of Justice would sav that in his
opinion these men, while the rod was being
held over them here or elsewhere for their
conduct at the election, were not entitled ta
payment as witnesses on account of their
implication in the guilt of the riot, he would
acquiesce.

Sir John A. Macdonald said, as a matter of
law, they had not a legal claim to be paid. It
was a matter for the consideration of the
Committee. They had not been brought here
as witnesses, but in consequence of their
names being included in the return by the
Returning Officer. It was within the compe-
tence of the Committee to decide as to their
payment. The Committee had decided they
should not be paid, and he thought the House
was bound to support that decision.

The motion was withdrawn.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

The resolution of which Mr. Jones (Leeds)
had given notice, respecting the Department
of Public Works, having been called-
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Mr. Jones said he had consulted his friends
on both sides of the House, and he had come
to the conclusion that justice could not be
done to the resolution in the closing days of
the session. He intended to renew it early
next session, and the Minister of Public
Works would no doubt be prepared by that
time to defend his department.

The motion was accordingly dropped.

PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS JOBBERY

The following notice, by Mr. Mackenzie,
being called-a Select Committee to inquire
into the accounts of work done in the Par-
liament buildings, as shown in the return to
an address dated April 21st, 1868-being de-
tails of items entered in the public accounts
for the year ending June 30th, 1868, and Mr.
Garth's account for heating the Parliament
Buildings, with power to send for persons
and papers-said Committee to consist of
Messrs. Chamberlin, Bolton, Blake, Gibbs,
Morison (Victoria), Morris, Scatcherd, Masson
(Terrebonne), Dufresne, Rymal, Shanley and
the mover.

Mr. Mackenzie said as it was proposed to
prorogue on Wednesday, it would be impossi-
ble for the Committee to do anything this
session. He should therefore withdraw the
motion for the present, with the view of
entering upon the enquiry next session.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said he hoped before
the House rose to have a detailed statement
prepared in reply to the charges brought by
the member for Lambton in the debate the
other evening.

CANADA VINE GROWERS'
ASSOCIATION

Mr. O'Connor moved to remit the sum of
$100 paid into the Private Bill office on the
Bill respecting the Canada Vine Growers'
Association. Carried.

THE "JOURNAL DE SOREL."

Mr. Benoit moved an address for accounts
presented to Government by the Proprietor of
the Journal de Sorel. Carried.

KAMOURASKA ELECTION

Hon. Col. Gray moved the adoption of the
second report of the Connittee of Privileges
and Elections relating to the Kamouraska
Election. Carried.

PARLIAMENTARY LIBRARY

Mr. Blanchet moved the adoption of the
first report of the Joint Committee on the
Library. Carried.

The House adjourned at two o'clock till
four.

AFTERNOON SITTING

SPECIAL COMMISSION TO TRY WHELAN

Mr. Burton moved an address for all corre-
spondence between the Minister of Justice or
the Government of Canada, and the Attorney
General or Government of the Province of
Ontario, respecting the issue of a Special
Commission for the trial of the persons now
in gaol accused of the assassination of the
late Hon. Thomas D'Arcy McGee. He said it
was a delicate matter for this House to deal
in any way with the administration of the
laws of criminal justice. He thought, howev-
er, this was a matter which specially de-
served the attention of the House. Some three
weeks ago it was commonly rumoured and
believed, and high authorities were rightly or
wrongly quoted in support of that belief, the
commission would be issued; shortly after-
wards, it was announced that no commission
would be issued. Almost every member to
whom he had spoken agreed with him that
the Government did very wrong in not issu-
ing a Special Commission, so that the prompt
meeting out of justice to the assassin of Mr.
McGee might strike a heavy blow at Feni-
anism in this country.

Sir John A. Macdonald said there had been
no official correspondence on the subject. The
administration of criminal justice rested with
the Local Government, and it was for the
Local Government to take such steps as to
them might seem most conducive to the
interests of justice and to protect the public.
The General Government had no power in
the matter.

Mr. Burton said he should like some expla-
nation from the Attorney-General of Ontario.

Hon. J. Sandfield Macdonald said he did not
feel called upon here to answer for his con-
duct as Attorney-General of Ontario. He must
decline giving any explanation.

The motion was withdrawn.

PATENTS FOR INVENTIONS
Mr. Masson (Soulanges moved the second

reading of the Bill to amend Chapter 34,
Consolidated Statutes of Canada, respecting
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patents for inventions. He said in the Gov-
ernor-General's speech, at the opening of the
Session, it was stated that a measure would
be laid before the House of Commons for the
amendment of the law relating to patents for
inventons. Such a Bill had been submitted to
the other House, but, for some reason, Gov-
ernment had not thought proper to bring it
here. He felt, therefore, that it became his
duty in this matter to take the lead of the
Government. (Laughter). The object of this
Bill was to treat the United States in the
same way as other foreign countries, so that
Canadians travelling in that country, and
becoming acquainted with valuable discover-
ies there, might patent them here for their
own interest and for the benefit of the whole
Dominion. (Cries of carried).

Hon. Mr. Hollon-Have the Government
nothing to say?

Mr. Masson-I am the Government.
(Laughter).

Hon. Mr. Holton said that before the mo-
tion was carried, he wished to know if the
Government accepted this as the measure
promised in His Excellency's speech.

Sir John A. Macdonald said that a measure
had been introduced into the other House,
and had there been amended in such a man-
ner that the Government would not take the
responsibility of proceeding with it. He
proposed to allow this Bill to be read a
second time, and it was not improbable that
the Government might take advantage of it.

The Bill was then read a second time.

Mr. Masson moved that it be referred to
Committee of the Whole forthwith.

Sir John A. Macdonald-No! no! Tomor-
row.

AID TO DISTRESSED FISHERMEN

Hon. Mr. Chauveau asked whether it is the
intention of the Government to extend any
assistance to the fishermen of Nova Seo-
tia, of the District of Gaspe, and of the
coast of Labrador, who are in great distress
in consequence of the failure of the fisheries?

Sir John A. Macdonald said it was not the
intention of Government to extend assistance
to the distressed fishermen of Nova Scotia,
Gaspe and Labrador. They considered that
was a matter for the Local Governments to

deal with, nor was it their intention to bring
forward any measure for granting aid to the
DeSalaberryffamily.

ROAD TO RED RIVER

Mr. McConkey asked whether the Gov-
ernment have yet decided in reference to
continuing the road from Fort William, Lake
Superior to Fort Garry, and if in the afflrma-
tive, whether it is their intention to go on
with the work this season?

Sir John A. Macdonald said the Govern-
ment had not yet decided on continuing the
road from Fort William, Lake Superior, to
Fort Garry on the Red River.

COAL

On motion of Mr. Brousseau, the House
went into Committee on the Bill to amend
Chapter 63 of the Consolidated Statutes for
Lower Canada, insofar as the same relates to
measurement and discharge of coal.

The Committee reported progress and ob-
tained leave to sit again to-morrow.

RAILWAY BILL

Sir G. E. Cartier moved the third reading
of the Bill respecting railways.

Hon. Mr. Holton moved in amendment to
recommit the Bill with the view of amending
it so as to provide that all railway companies
shall be bound to grant the usual facilities
on equal ternis to all incorporated express
companies demanding such facilities. He said
the railways were themselves much of a
monopoly, and they had created a sub-
monopoly in favour of one of the express
companies, which did the light carrying trade
of the country. The question had arisen in
connection with a private Bill introduced by
the member for Niagara, incorporating an
express company. It had been urged that that
company should receive the same privileges
with respect to railways as other companies
enjoyed, but it was argued that such a provi-
sion could not be introduced into a private
Bill. He (Mr. Holton) then intimated his in-
tention to move for the introduction of a
general provision into the general Railway
Act, giving all express companies the same
facility. He did so in the railway committee,
but his amendment was rejected by a vote of
19 to 11. He then intimated his purpose of
moving his amendment when the Bill should
come before the House.
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Sir G. E. Cartier objected on a point of
order that the Bill was only prospective,
applying to the Intercolonial Railway and
other railways to be built, and railways as-
sumed by Government, and that the amend-
ment was general in its character.

Hon. Mr. Holton met the objection by alter-
ing his amendment so as to apply only to
railway companies affected by the Bill.

Sir G. E. Cartier then proceeded to argue
the question on its amendment. He said the
amendment would prevent railway companies
from being able to exercise their discretion as
to making arrangements with good solvent
express companies; moreover, only a certain
amount of space could be allotted by a rail-
way company to an express company, and it
would be very inconvenient to give equal
facilities to more than one such company.
Such a clause as that proposed would be
unjust and would create confusion.

Mr. Mackenzie supported the amendment.
He said that, in the State of New York, the
railways were obliged to make arrangements
with ail express companies who desired it.
All that was necessary was to provide suffi-
cient room for stowage. The officials of some
of our railway companies were directly inter-
ested in certain express companies, and the
result was a monopoly in favour of these
companies, which made the public have to
pay three times what they ought for carrying
small packages. Every facility ought to be
given for fair competition.

Hon. Mr. Howland opposed the amendment.
The Express Company, on account of the
valuable character of the goods they carried,
required to have complete control of the
portion of the train they occupied. If the
railways had to give the necessary accommo-
dation to every express company which ap-
plied for it, they would have to charge rates
which would make the charge higher than at
present.

Mr. Bodwell supported the amendment,
contending that it was in the interest of the
public that facilities should be given for fair
competition between the Express Companies.

EVENING SITTING

FISHERIES BILL

Sir J. A. Macdonald moved the third read-
ing of the Bill for the regulation of Fishing
and protection of Fisheries.

Mr. Fortin said, before this Bill is read
for the third tine, he had some remarks ta
offer to the House. When he spoke on the
second reading of the Bill, he said he ap-
proved its several clauses with few excep-
tions; he had some amendments to suggest,
when the Bill came before the House in
Committee, but on the assurance that what he
wanted to remedy could be done by an
Order-in-Council, he would let it pass. There
was an omission in the Bill; it was the
clauses of the Bill of 1859, which have estab-
lished a bounty in favour of fishing vessels.
The bounty had had good results during the
few years that it had lasted; and the whole
Maritime population would feel dissatisfied,
when it would come to the knowledge that
the bounty was abolished. The remarks that
he had made on the second reading of the
Bill had been answered by the Hon. Minister
of Finance in a very polite and genteel man-
ner, but not to the satisfaction of the fisher-
men. The Maritime population of Canada
had always been in favour of Confederation,
not that they expected to receive the money
of the country, but they expected that it would
develop all the resources of the country, and
especially the Maritime element. But what
was their position now? They labour under
disadvantage rather than otherwise. The
bounty was taken away, and they receive
nothing in return; and our fishermen had to
compete in our own waters with American
fishermen who had received the bounty for
nearly sixty years, and who, by this means,
had been enabled to build up a fishing fleet of
1,000 vessels, and more, I may say, the best
equipped in the world. Could we expect our
people to have any chance under such cir-
cumstances? No. The advantage was ail on
the side of our neighbours. Add to this the
want of protection to our sea coast fisheries,
from the end of the American war, to a
period not remote from us, and every one
will understand the great difficulties under
which our people always laboured. He
hoped the Government would take all this
under consideration. Now, by the licensing of
our waters to the American fishermen, there
is a good sum accruing to the Government.
Last year the Provinces received in ail $18,-
000. With the $2 fee, it can be about $36,000.
Add to this the salmon and trout license fees
and we will have more than $40,000. Well, if
the Government added to this $50,000 or
$60,000, we would have a fund of $100,000,
which, employed in encouraging and fostering
the fisheries, would produce a great deal of
good. If there was not money enough to give
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the sarne amount as last year to our fishing
vessels, it might be reduced to one-half or
even one-fourth; but even with this reduced
rate, there would be some encouragement,
and he hoped the Government would give it.
This increase in the license to be paid by
American vessels from one to two dollars has
created a good deal of excitement among our
neighbours on the other side of the line, as
shown in the House of Representatives of the
United States, and a large majority of that
body has even voted a proposition calling on
the President to send an armed force in the
Gulf of St. Lawrence for the protection of the
American fishermen, under the supposition
that they would be molested by British cruis-
ers. Now the American fishermen have never
been molested in the gulf, by British or
Provincial cruisers, and there is no danger of
it ever happening. Why how have matters
stood in the gulf for a long time? For many
years until the year 1852, the American fish-
ermen have been admitted in British waters
without hindrance, and to the great annoy-
ance and disadvantage of our own fishermen.
And I could cite many fishing groups inside of
British limits, which, for a long time, were in
the hands of the American fishermen. No, they
have no reason to complain. It is our own
fishermen who would have had reason to
complain many times for the utter neglect
and abandonment in which those important
fisheries were allowed to remain for so long a
period by the Provincial as well as by the
Imperial Governments. Now the fisheries are
very important in many ways, as he had
explained to this flouse on the second reading
of the Bill. He wou'd not go over the same
arguments again, but there is one point that
he would touch. The fisheries are closely
connected with the defence of the country.
The more they are developed the larger would
be the Maritime population. The gulf is the
door way of our country, and Canada as
well as England are interested in keeping
this way in our possession. By it we will
receive this assistance, for our defence which
has been so solemnly promised to us by
the Government of England; but, at the
same time, we must keep it shut to our
enemies. And who would help England to
attain this end, but the sailors and fishermen
of this Dominion? Increase their number,
make them prosperous and happy, and you
have so many defenders of our country. Our
fisheries are also of great importance to
the Mother Country, and they are closely
linked with the question of the suprernacy of

the seas. As long as Great Britain owned the
fisheries of British North America, there was
no danger of her losing her Maritime power.
But if they were to pass into the hands of the
Americans, and with them the Maritime
population of the Provinces-well, he did not
want to prophesy, but is was his earnest
conviction-he said it before the statesmen of
Canada, and if he was in presence of the
statesmen of Great Britain, he would make
the same statement that less than twenty
years after-such an irreparable misfortune,
provided of course the American Union was
not broken-the United States would be in a
position to wrest from England the naval
supremacy that she has enjoyed so long, and
our neighbours and rivals would become the
first naval power in the world. Have not the
fisheries always been considered the life
blood of commerce and the best nursery for
seamen? After offering those few remarks, he
would resume his seat, and express his firm
hope that the Government would not aban-
don such an important industry to itself, but
would do everything to encourage and foster
it.

Mr. Jones (Halifax) agreed with the re-
marks of the member for Gaspe, and hoped
that before the debate closed the Government
would announce their policy regarding the
license to fishermen.

Sir John A. Macdonald assured the honour-
able gentleman that the Government was
alive to the importance of this branch of
industry. As to the question of bounties, for
good or for evil that question had been set-
tled for the present session. The Government
had endeavoured as much as possible to assist
the fisheries, and the rate of license for
American vessels had been fixed at $2 per
registered ton. Originally the rate had been
two shillings and six pence. Then it had been
raised to five shillings, and now the rate had
been doubled. On this matter the policy of
the Government had only been arrived at
after a good deal of difficulty and considera-
ble communication with the Imperial authori-
ties. The rate had, however, only been fixed
for the season, as it was thought well for the
Government to keep the whole subject in
hand, lest a restrictive course might be pur-
sued by the United States, which would de-
mand other action from the Dominion.

Mr. Mackenzie supposed the leader of the
Government would have no objection to
bring down the correspondence with the
Imperial authorities.
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Sir J. A. Macdonald said it would not be
for the public interest that the correspond-
ence should be brought down.

Mr. Mackenzie said that in that case he
would not, of course, press his request. He
had watched with considerable interest the
course of the discussion on this subject in the
American newspapers since the report went
abroad that Canada had imposed a duty of $2
per ton, and he had observed that, with a
single exception, the press in the neighbour-
ing republic had maintained that that was a
reasonable tonnage, compared with the duty
imposed by them on our flsh. It was clear
they did not think that which was said to be
the Canadian measure to be so stringent as
their own. His belief was that if, from the
first, they had taken firm ground on this
fishery question, much would have been done
towards obtaining reciprocity in all our trans-
actions with the people of the United States.
And while he did not blame the Government
for only imposing $2, his opinion was that
they would have done better had they made
it $4 or $5. As the Government had assumed
the burden of protecting these fisheries, it
became them to show firmness as well as
moderation. Both should characterize all their
efforts in this direction.

Mr. Savary agreed with the honourable
member for Lambton, and sincerely hoped
some step would be taken towards the
efficient protection of the fisheries. With the
additional license fee to be demanded there
ought to be an additional force to see that the
fee was properly collected, and to see that
our rights, whatever they were, should be
properly respected. It was not by a system of
concessions to an unreasonable and exacting
people that the dignity and honour of the
Dominion would be sustained, and he hoped
no such policy would ever be adopted.

The Bill was then read a third time and
passed.

RAILWAY BILL

The House resumed the debate on the mo-
tion for the third reading of the Railway Bill
and Mr. Holton's amendment thereto.

Hon. Mr. Holton said he had agreed with
the Minister of Militia on a clause which
would accomplish the object he had in view,
and which could be inserted after the third
reading.

The Bill was then read a third time.

Hon. Mr. Holon moved to amend the Bill
by inserting the following as third subsection
to Clause 47-"Any railway company grant-
ing any facilities to any incorporated express
company shall grant equal facilities, on the
usual terms and conditions, to any other
incorporated express company demanding the
same."

Mr. Wood regretted that the Minister of
Militia should have accepted this amend-
ment, which appeared to give one class of
incorporated companies privileges above
what were granted to others. The law was as
clear as could be that all incorporated compa-
nies had the privileges which this amendment
proposed to bestow on express companies.
They might as well insert a clause that all
mill owners should have equal privileges, or
that all wholesale merchants should have
equal privileges. No lawyer would deny that
under the general clause all express compa-
nies have this right, and to single out express
companies was, by implication, to withdraw
similar privileges from other companies and
individuals.

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. A. P. McDonald moved an amendment
requiring railway companies to keep their
culverts in good order, so as not to interfere
with the drainage of adjacent lands.

Mr. Wood-This was already the law of
the land. No object was to be served by
introducing into this Bill the whole common
law that was applicable to railways.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said the amendment, if
carried, would not apply to existing railways
to which this Bill did not refer. He thought,
moreover, the existing law was sufficient, and
suggested that, as the amendment would be
useless, the honourable gentleman had better
not press it.

Mr. A. P. McDonald said the law was so
cumbrous that poor agriculturists could not
get the benefit of it against powerful compa-
nies like the Great Western and Grand
Trunk. What was wanted was some clear,
plain provisions, which could not be miscon-
strued. If his amendment could not be made
to apply to existing companies, it might at
least be applied to railways still to be built,
so as to benefit future generations.

After further discussion, the amendment
was negatived on a division.

Mr. Blake said great injustices had been
found practically to exist in consequence of
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there being no limitations to the conditions
which railway companies were permitted to
attach to the liability with reference to con-
veyance of goods and passengers. Very unrea-
sonable conditions were attached to the con-
veyance of goods by existing companies.
Actions had been brought in cases where
clear wrongs had been committed, and these
conditions had been successfully available as
a defence. On several occasions the Courts
had commented on the unreasonable charac-
ter of these conditions, and pointed to the
advisability if not necessity of legislative in-
terference to limit the conditions. A provision
had now been introduced into the English
law that the railways should not be empow-
ered to impose conditions other than those
the Court or Judge deemed to be reasonable
conditions. He moved an amendment to the
effect that any party aggrieved by any failure
of a railway company to accomplish what it
had undertaken with reference to the convey-
ance of goods or passengers should have a
remedy therefor, notwithstanding any notice,
condition or declaration, given by the compa-
ny, which by the Court or Judge should be
adjudged to be unjust or unreasonable.

Sir G. E. Cartier expressed his willingness
to accept the amendment.

Mr. Wood thought the House should be
cautious as to making any such change in
the law. In England there had been great
diversity of decisions as to what were reason-
ablé conditions, and we would have the same
result here, if every petty Judge from the
extremity of Nova Scotia up to Ontario was
called upon to decide what was reasonable
and what unreasonable. He thought the better
course would be for the legislature to define
the limitation of the conditions of which
carriers might avail themselves, so that there
might be one uniform law on the subject.

Mr. Jones (Leeds) supported the view
urged by Mr. Wood. He thought the effect of
the amendment would be to cause endless
litigation.

Mr. Macfarlane suggested that the exact
language of the English Act be employed, so
that the decisions of English Courts might be
available here.

After further discussion, the amendment
was agreed to, and the Bill then passed.

CUSTOMS DUTIES

On motion of Hon. Mr. Tilley the House
went into Committee on the Bill imposing
Duties of Customs.

The Committee having reported the Bill,
Mr. Jones (Halifax) moved that the report

be not concurred in, but that the Bill be
referred back to Committee, with instructions
to provide that the barrels containing mo-
lasses for consumption be placed on the free
list.

Hon. Mr. Tilley said that at different ports
in the West Indies there were different
charges for packages. At some ports they
were charged $4 and at others $10. Where the
packages were entered at a high figure, the
molasses was entered at a lower rate, and
such a port would have an unfair advantage.
The proposed amendment would lead to
frauds on the revenue.

After further discussion, the amendment
was lost, on a division.

Mr. Jones then moved the amendment
which he had moved at a former stage to
make duties on all sugars 25 per cent ad
valorem, and 3/4 cent specific instead of 25
per cent ad valorem and a sliding scale of 1
cent, 3/4 cent and 3/8 of a cent specific
according to value. He said in the former
debate he had asserted that the old duty on
the highest class of muscovado was $2.25,
while the Minister of Customs and Minister
of Inland Revenue had stated it to be $2.60.
He had telegraphed to two of the leading
firms in Montreal, and they both answered
that the highest duty paid on the best Porto
Rico was $2.25. The whole argument had
hinged on the assertion that it had paid $2.60,
what was now proposed being $2.33. He
therefore invited the House to reconsider the
question. He thought there could be no doubt
that the amount of protection to the refiner
was greater under the present tariff than
under the old one.

Hon. Mr. Rose in reply, read a letter from
Mr. Cramp, one of the gentlemen to whom
Mr. Jones had telegraphed, stating his belief
that the adjustment of sugar duties under the
new tariff would work well and satisfy all
moderate men.

Hon. Mr. Holton would be exceedingly glad
to follow the lead of his honourable friend on
the sugar duties; but regarding it from his
own point of view, as a free trader, it seemed
to him that a proposition to lay a uniform
rate of duty on sugars of all grades was not
such as he would vote for.

The amendment was lost.
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Mr. Young then moved that the report be
not concurred in, but referred back to Com-
mittee, with instructions to provide that the
duty on green and Japan tea be 6¢ per pound.
He moved this as a measure of justice for
Ontario, and one in which the people of
Quebec were also largely interested.

Hon. Mr. Tilley said that the proposition
just made would involve a reduction in the
public income of somewhere about $47,500.

Mr. Mackenzie said that what the Gov-
ernment had to do was to adjust the new
tariff, so that it should bear equally on all
classes. It was for the Ministry to find out the
ways and means to meet the public expendi-
ture fairly and equally, and not to impose
unjust taxes on a portion of the people be-
cause the Ministry required money; besides
the Opposition had already saved the country
so much that Ministers could readily afford to
do justice in the premises. The Opposition
had saved $18,000 on one item; on Saturday,
in spite of the utmost efforts of the Gov-
ernment to the contrary, the Opposition had
effected a further saving of between $6,000
and $7,000, and before the House closed they
meant to bend their efforts to save more.
(Hear and laughter).

Mr. Jones (Leeds) would vote for the
amendment.

Mr. Ferguson thought the policy that
favoured black tea was the best, and he
believed the benefit to be derived from the
use of black instead of green tea was the
same as might be expected from light good
wines superseding the use of whisky and
strong liquors of that description, he would
therefore support the Government policy as
one tending in the right direction. The differ-
ence besides was only 1.13 point per pound
between black and green tea, and if it fa-
voured, as he believed it did, the introduction
of black tea, he thought it just.

Mr. Young called attention to the fact that
Ontario and Quebec would, by the Govern-
ment proposition, be made to contribute on
this article by what in their case amounted
almost to a special tax of nearly $48,000
which would be a heavy item of taxation on
these two provinces.

The House then divided on the amendment,
which was lost.

Yeas 44-Nays 65.
Yeas-Ault, Bechard, Blake, Bourassa,

Bowell, Brousseau, Cheval, Coffin. Daoust,
Fortier, Gaudet, Geoffrion, Godin, Hagar,

Holmes, Holton, Jones (Halifax), Jones
(Leeds), Lapum, Macfarlane, Mackenzie,
Masson (Soulanges), Masson (Terrebonne),
McMonies, Merritt, Metcalfe, Mills, Morison
(Victoria), Oliver, Parker, Pozer, Redford,
Ross (Dundas), Ross (P.E.), Rymal, Scatcherd,
Snider, Stephenson, Stirton, Thompson
(Haldimand), Tremblay, Wells, White, and
Young-44.

Nays-Archambeault, Bellerose, Bertrand,
Blanchet, Bolton, Brown, Burpee, Caldwell,
Cameron (Peel), Campbell, Carling, Cartier,
Cartwright, Casault, Chamberlin, Chauveau,
Cimon, Connell, Currier, DeNiverville, De-
saulnIer, Dobbie, Dufresne, Dunkin, Fer-
guson, Ferris, Fortin, Gaucher, Grant, Gray,
Grover, Heath, Howland, Huot, Irvine,
Johnson, Keeler, Kirkpatrick, Langevin,
Langlois, Macdonald (S r J. A.), McCallum,
McCarthy, McDougall, McGreevey, McMillan,
Morrison (Niagara), Pope, Pouliot, Power,
Rankin, Robitaille, Rose, Ross (Champlain),
Ryan (Kings, N.S.), Ryan (Montreal), Savary,
Shanly, Simard, Simpson, Street, Tilley,
Wallace, Webb and Wood-Total 65.

Mr. Young then moved in amendment, that
the report be referred back to provide that
the duty of five per cent placed on iron be
taken off, and that all articles under the head
iron in the 5 per cent list be put in the free
list. The honourable gentleman supported the
amendment at length.

Lost on a division.

Mr. Oliver moved in amendment that the
report be referred back to provide that
horned cattle, swine and sheep be placed in
the free list when imported for agricultural
purposes by agricultural societies.

The House divided on Mr. Oliver's amend-
ment. Yeas, 51: Nays, 65.

Yeas-Ault, Bechard, Benoit, Blake, Bol-
ton, Bourassa, Bowell, Bowen, Burpee,
Caldwell, Cameron (Inverness), Cheval,
Coffin, Connell, Currier, Fortier, Geoffrion,
Gendron, Godin, Grant, Hagar, Holmes,
Holton, Jones (Halifax), Macdonald (Corn-
wall), Macfarlane,, Mackenzie, Masson
(Soulanges), McCallum, McMonies, Merrit,
Metcalfe, Mills, Munro, Oliver, Parker, Perry,
Pouliot, Power, Pozer, Redford, Ross (Prince
Edward), Rymal, Scatcherd, Snider, Ste-
phenson, Stirton, Thompson (Haldimand),
Tremblay, Wells and Young-51.

Nays-Archambeault, Bellerose, Bertrand,
Blanchet, Brousseau, Cameron (Peel),
Campbell, Carling, Cartier, Cartwright,
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Coupal, Cayley, Chamberlin, Chauveau,
Cimon, Daoust, DeNiverville, Desaulnier,
Dobbie, Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferguson, Ferris,
Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gray, Grover,
Heath, Howland, Huot, Irvine, Johnson, Jones
(Leeds and Grenvile), Keilar, Kirkpatrick,
Langevin, Langlois, Lapum, Macdonald (Sir
J.A.), McDonald (Middlesex), Masson (Ter-
rebonne), McCarthy, McDougall, McGreevey,
McMullen, Morrison (Niagara), Pope, Rankin,
Robitaille, Rose, Ross (Champlain), Ross
(Dundas), Ryan (Montreal West), Savary,
Shanly, Simard, Simpson, Street, Tilley,
Wallace, Webb, White and Wood--65.

Mr. Blake moved a similar amendment to
put rice in the free list. Yeas, 34; Nays, 81.

Mr. Munroe moved in amendment to strike
Indian corn out of the free list, and put it as
it was before. Lost-Yeas, 21: Nays, 93.

The Bill was concurred in on a division,
read a third time, and passed.

SUPPLY TO HER MAJESTY

Hon. Mr. Rose introduced a Bill entitled an
Act granting a supply to Her Majesty. Second
reading ordered for to-morrow.

INSURANCE COMPANIES

At the suggestion of Hon. Mr. Holton,
Hon. Mr. Rose moved that the order for the

resumption of the adjourned debate on the
motion for the second reading of the bill
respecting Insurance Companies be dis-
charged. Carried.

Hon. Mr. Rose then moved the flouse into
Committee on certain resolutions providing
for the licensing of Insurance Companies do-
ing business in Canada.

Hon. Mr. Holton gave his honourable friend
notice that to-morrow, when the Bill to be
founded on the resolutions came up, he would
give the Finance Minister no quarter, as he
(Mr. Holton) was strongly opposed to the Bill.
It would have to be amended clause by
clause.

Hon. Mr. Rose explained that the changes
embodied in the resolutions before the House
marked a considerable departure from the
Bill as originally introduced, and had been
arrived at after all the interests to be special-
ly aifected had been consulted.

Hon. Mr. Holton said it was perhaps a little
doubtful whether the honourable gentleman
introduced his measure in the higher and
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lofty interests of the general public, as he had
lately stated, or whether it was mainly to get
more money. He (Mr. Holton) had a suspicion
that the main motive was to drag some more
money out of the insurance companies-that
it was essentially a forced loan, one of the
great objects being to compel investments in
Dominion stock. Now, he would be prepared
to show that the higher and loftier purpose
would not suifer by postponement till next
session.

Hon. Mr. Rose would tell the honourable
gentleman, with the same candour and sin-
gleness of purpose which marked the query
that the higher and loftier motive was the
primary one; but that Government also
desired to increase the revenue.

Mr. Blake inquired whether he was correct
in understanding it to be the intention of the
Government not to require any company do-
ing business in any one of the Provinces of
the Confederation to become subject to the
provisions of the Bill.

Hon. Mr. Rose intended to make an altera-
tion to that eifect.

Mr. Blake enquired whether this would
apply to companies incorporated by the old
act and continuing business in Ontario and
Quebec? Otherwise the honourable gentleman
would be keeping his promise to the word
and breaking it to the sense. There were a
considerable number of insurance companies
chartered by the late Province of Canada
which had power to do business in both
Provinces.

Hon. Mr. Rose-There were a great many
incorporated under the general Act.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin thought it plain that they
ought not to interfere with the amount of
licensing power which the Provinces
possessed under the Union Act.

Mr. Mackenzie enquired how :much it was
expected by the Government to receive by
the deposit of $50,000? What number of socie-
ties came under the Dominion arrangement?

Hon. Mr. Rose would reply to-morrow.

Hon. Mr. Holton said that as this measure
was now confessedly introduced as a financial
measure, the House was entitled to know the
financial results expected from it. Of course it
was to be considered a financial measure.

Hon. Mr. Rose--Oh, no.
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Hon. Mr. Holton argued that it was not to
be supposed that at this late hour of the
session the Government would bring in any
measure except one for raising money.

Hon. Mr. Rose protested against the conclu-
sion of the member for Chateauguay. The
primary object of the measure was to put
insurance on a sound basis. (Laughter).

The resolution passed, the Comnmittee rose
and reported, and the report was ordered to
be received to-morrow.

INDEPENDENCE OF PARLIAMENT

Sir J. A. Macdonald moved the second
reading of the Independence of Parliament
Bill, explaining its provisions at length.

Mr. Blake regretted that a measure like
this, of the utmost importance, should be
brought down to the House at such a late
period as forbade a proper discussion of it. It
would, at this stage, have been far better to
make this a temporary measure, to have
re-enacted that which had been the law in
the greater portion of the Confederation, and
left the general principle of the Bill to be
fully discussed next session. The honourable
gentleman addressed the House in a lengthy
speech, showing that this measure was not
sufficient to secure the independence of
Parliament; but that it left loopholes by
which Parliament might be filled with the
paid permanent officers of the Dominion.

Sir G. E. Cartier advocated the Bill.

Mr. Savary opposed the Bill.

Hon. Mr. Holion said this was too impor-
tant a Bill to be pushed through in the
closing hours of the session, and he would
suggest that in order to meet the contingency
referred to by the Minister of Justice, if it
should arise before Parliamnent reassembled,
either the Independence Act of the old
Province of Canada should be re-enacted or a
short Bill for that purpose should be passed;
but it was too much to ask Parliament at the
very close of the session without any oppor-
tunity for debate, to pass a measure which
would reverse the policy of the last 20 years,
and allow the House to be filled with -place-
ment of all kinds-sheriffs, registrars, clerks
of the peace, prothonotaries, etc.

Sir John A. Macdonald said besides the
fact that vacancies in the Government might
be filled before Parliament reassembled, it so
happened that the disqualification, in the oth-
er Provinces were different from those which

had existed in Canada. It would be an injus-
tice to the other Provinces to take the
Canadian Act and enforce it on the other
Provinces. This simple question was whether
the measure now introduced met the wishes
and desires of all parts of the country. He did
not look on this as a temporary Act. It was
the law we had in Canada for a long time,
with the exception he had stated, and was
much more stringent in its provisions than
the similar law in England. He would suggest
that the Bill be allowed to go to the Com-
mittee of the Whole to-night, and that a more
full discussion be taken at a subsequent stage
to-morrow.

The Bill was then read a second time.

Sir John A. Macdonald moved that it be
now referred to Committee of the Whole, and
suggested that it be allowed to go through
Committee without discussion.

Hon. Mr. Holton said he would prefer hav-
ing the discussion in Committee of the Whole.

Mr. Mackenzie expressed his regret that so
important a Bill had not been brought up
sooner, and said the changes, in his opinion,
were all in the wrong direction.

Sir John A. Macdonald subsequently
agreed to allow the motion for going into
Committee to be postponed till to-morrow.

THE CRIMINAL LAW

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald the
order for the Bill respecting the criminal law
was discharged.

The Act respecting procedure in criminal
cases was read a second time.

RIOTS NEAR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir John A. Macdonald's Bill respecting
riots near public works was read a second
time, considered in Committee, and reported.

OATHS TO WITNESSES

The House resuned the adjourned debate
on the motion of Sir John A. Macdonald for
the 2nd reading of the Bill to provide for
oaths to witnesses being administered in cer-
tain cases for the purposes of either House of
Parliament.

The Bill was read a second time, consid-
ered in Committee, and reported.
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COPYRIGHTS

The Act respecting copyrights was dis-
charged.

LIGHTHOUSES, BUOYS,
AND BEACONS

Sir John A. Macdonald's Act relating to
lighthouses, buoys and beacons was read a
second time, considered in committee, and
reported.

SICK AND DISTRESSED
MARINERS

Sir John A. Macdonald's Act respecting the
treatment and relief of sick and distressed.
mariners was read a second time and passed
through all its stages.

FISHING BY FOREIGN VESSELS

Sir John A. Macdonald's Bill respecting
fishing by foreign vessels was read a second
time and passed through all its stages.

INTERNAL ECONOMY OF
THE HOUSE

Sir J. A. Macdonald's Bill respecting the
internal economy of the House of Commons
was read a second time.

TOBACCO

Hon. Mr. Howland's Bill for the better
securing of the payment of the duty on
Canadian manufactured tobacco was read a
second time, and ordered for Comrnittee of
the Whole on Tuesday.

SICK AND DISABLED SEAMEN

Hon. Mr. Rose's Bill respecting sick and
disabled seamen and river police was read a
second time, on a division, having been
strongly opposed by Mr. Blake.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Hon. Mr. Howland's Bill respecting the
Northern Railway of Canada was read a
second time, passed through Committee, re-
ceived, read a third time and passed.

The House adjourned at half-past two
o'clock.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Tuesday, May 19, 1868

FORENOON SITTING

The Speaker took the Chair at Il o'clock.

PARLIAMENTARY WITNESSES

On motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald, the Bill
to provide for oaths to witnesses being ad-
ministered in certain cases for the purposes
of either House of Parliament, was read a
third time and passed.

INSURANCE COMPANIES

On motion of Hon. Mr. Rose, the House
concurred in the resolutions reported from
Committee of the Whole providing for the
licensing of Insurance Companies doing bus-
iness in Canada.

Hon. Mr. Rose then introduced a Bill re-
specting Insurance Companies.

Hon. Mr. Holton said he must ask the
honourable gentleman not to force the House
to the consideration of this Bill at this stage
of the session.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the Govern-
ment must have this Bill passed if they
should sit a fortnight.

Hon. Mr. Holton said every form of the
House would be invoked to delay the passage
of the measure at this stage of the session.

Hon. Mr. Rose said there had been every
opportunity for discussing the Bill. It had
been before the House since the 17th March,
and had been discussed in every newspaper
of the country.

In reply to Mr. Mackenzie,
Hon. Mr. Holton said it was impossible to

state what amount of deposits would be re-
ceived, as it would be optional with certain
companies to deposit $50,000 or $100,000, and
as they could not tell what companies would
remain in the country to make deposits.

The Bill was ordered for a second reading
at the next sitting of the House.

On motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald, the
House went into Committee of the- Whole
-Mr. Mils in the Chair-on the Bill fur-
ther to secure the Independence of Parlia-
ment.

Hon. Mr. Holton said the effect of this Bill
would be to repeal the Act of the late
Province of Canada, and what would be the
result at present? The permanent officers of
the Crown in the Provinces cannot hold seats
in this Legislature, but the moment this Bill
received the Royal assent they could do so,
and we should not only have gone back to the
old system under which Sheriffs, Registrars,
County Attorneys, Clerks of the Peace,
Prothonotaries, etc., might hold seats in the
House; but we should have dispensed with
the old safeguard which we enjoyed before
we had any Independence of Parliament Act
at all, which sent persons receiving such
appointments back to their constituents. The
moment this Bill became law it would be
possible to appoint any number of members
of this House to permanent offices of emolu-
ment in the Provinces, without it operating as
any disqualification, and without requiring
them to go to their constituents.

Sir John A. Macdonald-That is the law
now without this Bill. So it was decided with
reference to the member for Lunenburg.

Hon. Mr. Holton said the Minister of Jus-
tice had admitted last night that it was more
than doubtful whether it was the law now.
He had admitted it when lie introduced
enactments to indenmify the members of the
Local Government for sitting in the House. It
might be expedient, though he (Mr. Holton)
did not admit the expediency of it, that
members of the Local Governments might be
allowed to sit here, but lie could not believe
it would be accepted as sound policy by the
country that we should not only go back to
our old system anterior to the Lafontaine Bill
of 1843, but down to a lower depth, whereby
we should allow these officers to be appointed
by the Crown without even the ceremony of
asking the approbation of their constituents.
It might perhaps be answered that this
Government had nothing to do with these
officers. But would honourable gentlemen
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venture that statement gravely? Was it not
notorious that the Local Governments were
controlled by the General Governments? Was
it not notorious that the Minister of Militia,
as leader of the dominant party in the
Province of Quebec, controlled the whole
patronage of Quebec at this moment? it was
equally notorious that there were at this
moment two members of this House awaiting
the passage of this Bill and the close of the
session to receive two such appointments, one
to be Sheriff of the District of Three Rivers,
the other to be Prothonotary; and next ses-
sion we would have a Sheriff and Pro-
thonotary sitting in this House without even
(as they must have done thirty years ago)
having had to go before their constituents. It
was impossible to imagine a more corrupt
and corrupting system than the Minister of
Justice proposed to introduce by this Bill.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau, in reply to the mem-
ber for Chateauguay, denied that there had
been any promise or offer made to any mem-
ber of the House of an office under the Local
Government of Quebec. No decision had yet
been arrived at as to filling up the vacancies
which had been referred to. He believed that
the Government were more indebted to the
member for Chateauguay, than to members
of the Local Governments, for their strong
position in the House. After they had been
subjected to a vote by an immense majority,
which seemed a vote of want of confidence,
the member for Chateauguay came to their
relief next day with a motion which enabled
a large majority of the House to do away
with the effect of the previous vote by voting
confidence in them. He and his collagues had
given their opinions independently on all
questions that had come before the House.
They belonged to the same political party as
the Minister of Militia, but in that party they
were just as independent as any other member
of it. As to seats in this House being occupied
by officers of the Local Government, speaking
for himself, he did not think that would be at
all desirable. He concurred that it would
destroy the independence of the Local Gov-
ernment, not only in the House, but with
reference to their position towards their own
officers. His opinion was that local officers,
sheriffs, prothonotaries, etc., should be re-
quired to resign their offices before becoming
candidates for Parliament.

Mr. Mackenzie was glad to find the
Premier of Quebec speaking out so positively
as he did to the undue influence which would
be exerted on the Local Government, by their

[Mr. Holton (Chateauguay).1

subordinates holding seats in this House. It
was quite clear that in that case the servants
would be above. their masters; but the same
principle applied to the holding of seats in
this House by members of the Local Ad-
ministrations. The Minister of Militia was
well known to be the strongest man in
Quebec, and could at any time he chose put
an end to Mr. Chauveau's Premiership in the
Province of Quebec. Under those circum-
stances, the honourable gentleman and his
colleagues might desire to act independently,
but an insensible influence would be exerted
over them in their position here which they
could not resist. Or take the members of the
Local Government of Ontario holding seats in
this House, one belonging to the Conservative
and two to the Liberal Party. On one or two
occasions, the member for Cornwall, with his
usual erratic tendencies, had voted with
honourable gentlemen on his (Mr. Mac-
kenzie's) side, but how often had the member
for Brant voted with his old friends on mat-
ters of which he formerly took the same view
as they did, and no doubt took the same view
still? He was obliged, in consequence of his
position, to vote with honourable gentlemen
opposite. The members of the Local Gov-
ernments, on account of their anxiety about
the settlement of the accounts of their respec-
tive Provinces, were exceedingly afraid to
give a vote or say a word that could possibly
offend honourable gentlemen opposite.
Whatever might be the political views of the
members of the Local Governments, the
effect of the position they held here was
practically to add them to the number of
their adherents of the Ministry for the time
being. He thought, therefore, the Bill should
be framed so as to exclude from the Parlia-
ment not only office-holders and dependents,
but the members of the Local Governments.
He believed the federal principle in our sys-
tem could never be carried out properly unless
the General and Local Legislatures existed
independently of each other. Various conflict-
ing questions came up when the House was
composed of members of the Local Govern-
ments and Local Houses, and of members
elected purely for this Parliament; they were
not in a position to deal fairly with many
measures that came before the House. In
what he had said with reference to the mem-
bers of the Local Governments sitting here,
he had no desire to say an unkind word or
pass an unkind reflection on any one. What
he had alluded to was simply a necessity of
their position.
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Hon. Mr. Dunkin argued that the differ-
ences of opinion and interest which the pres-
ence of Local Representatives brought into
this House was a benefit instead of an injury,
rendering the Commons more complete-a
better representation of all interests. He con-
tended that the presence in the General
Parliament of members of the Local As-
semblies aided materially in causing the
machinery of legislation and Government to
work smoothly. Had there been in the House
now representatives from the Local Assem-
blies of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, the
consequences would have been beneficial in a
high degree. As for officers under the Local
Governments occupying seats in the Do-
minion Parliament, it was not to be thought
of, and would certainly not be allowed by the
Local Legislatures and Governments.

Hon. Mr. Holton-Why did you not provide
against that during your session?

Hon. Mr. Dunkin-Why did we not prop up
the sky to save smothering larks? They had
had enough to do for the first session certain-
ly, and could not do everything at once. He
could not imagine a Local Government al-
lowing its servants to hold seats in the Par-
liament of the Dominion. He argued that he
and his colleagues were not necessarily sub-
servient to the Dominion Government. On
account of their having seats here they were
political friends of the Minister of Militia, but
if he did not also hold office in Quebec he
would be far more free to follow the honou-
rable gentleman than he was now. They had
to look to the public opinion of their own
Province which was a guarantee of their
independence. It was no easy task to occupy
the double position. It involved an immense
amount of labour, which no one would will-
ingly undertake for its own sake; but at the
starting of our new political machinery, it
was almost absolutely necessary that some
gentlemen should occupy that position.

Mr. Pope thought there was a great advan-
tage in members of the Local Governments
having seats in this House. There was no
more reason for excluding from this House a
member of a Local Legislature than a mem-
ber of a County Council. Both were alike
elected by the people. Nor did he see why
officers of the Local Governments should be
excluded. Officers of this Government were
excluded because the Government might ex-
ercise undue influence over them; but this
Government could exercise no undue influ-
ence over a member because he was an

officer of a Local Government, and he for one
would not consent to restrict in any such way
the choice of the people.

Hon. Mr. Connell spoke on the Bill, but
could not be heard distinctly in the gallery. He
was understood to object to the measure as
placing in the hands of the Government addi-
tional powers-powers unheard of in any
other Legislature. Already immense sums of
money were placed under the control of the
Government, to do as they pleased with it,
and now the House was asked still further to
increase their influence. It was an objectiona-
ble Bill, looked at from that point of view,
and still more objectionable, as it was
brought down in the closing days of the
session, to be hurried through without receiv-
ing that consideration which it merited. Some
measure to secure the independence of Par-
liament was undoubtedly a necessity, but he
doubted if this was the Bill wanted.

Dr. Parker said that the title of the meas-
ure was, to his mind, a misnomer. It was not
calculated to secure the independence of
Parliament, but enabled the Privy Council at
any time to tamper with Parliament by giv-
ing temporary appointments to members.
Foreign commissions and other offices might
be created, and in numberless ways the
Council would have vast patronage at its
disposal. If, as proposed, Sheriffs and Re-
gistrars and their factions were admitted into
the House, it would lead to splitting up the
House into local cliques. He thought that this
Bill, as pointed out by the member for West
Durham last night, was a retrograde move-
ment, and he would vote against it. Better be
without an Independence of Parliament Act
altogether than have one which paved the
way to the grossest corruption.

Mr. Blake said the debate had taken a wide
range, but the principle portion of that day's
discussion being devoted to the very impor-
tant political question of the dual seats. By
an amendment which he now proposed to
offer, he desired to give the House an oppor-
tunity of voting specifically on the proposi-
tion to restore the Bill to the position of the
old Independence of Parliament Act of the
late Province of Canada. He wished to ex-
clude the holders of temporary and perma-
nent employment in the public service, and
one of his reasons for taking this course was
that it had been already sanctioned under the
auspices of the leader of the Government,
and because he (Mr. Blake) desired now to
obtain the Govermnent disaffirmance of that
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which had been enacted under the auspices of
honourable gentlemen opposite in the late
Province of Canada, and under which they
had been acting ever since. Before sitting
down, he would desire to notice the sugges-
tions made by the Minister of Justice last
night to the effect that no one on the Oppo-
sition side of the House had answered the
argument derived from the rule in the Eng-
lish Parliament. In ternis, he (Mr. Blake)
had not, it was true, answered that argument;
but he had pointed out the same that had
occurred in the late Parliament of Canada,
when the Minister of Justice and the
leader of the Ontario Government had on
different occasions preferred against the
Government of the day the charge that they
were doing that which militated against the
Independence of Parliament. Here were grave
charges-charges which, coming as they did
from the honourable gentleman opposite (Sir
John) and from the member for Corn-
wall-gentlemen occupying a high position in
the Legislature-had not, it was to be sup-
posed, been untruthfully, wantonly, or reck-
lessly made-charges such as he believed
were not heard recently in England and
which, if well founded, showed that, as it
were, the people of this country lived in a
totally different atmosphere. It was known
that members of the English House of
Commons were wealthy-that they were men
who from their position would scorn a bribe.
In Canada the position was in many respects
very different, and it was idle to compare the
position of a member of that House with that
of members of the English House of Com-
mons. It was idle to blink the fact that
members of the English House of Commons
would look with indifference upon that which
would be very tempting to some members in
this Parliament. Was it not known that for
the paltry patronage of a country for the
mere power of distributing tide-waterships
and post office employees, the independence
of many members had, in time past, been
sacrificed. (Hear). He knew no honourable
gentleman present could be guilty of this, but
owing to the peculiar position of matters it
was known that there were some Felixes in
the Chamber, and if this were so under the
circumstances how much more would it be so
when a member could be personally induced
by the offer of advantage to himself. It was
plain, then, that the only answer attempted
by the Minister of Justice was a very feeble
one, and one which did not apply. He (Mr.
Blake) would move that the lst clause be
amended by inserting after the word "em-

[Mr. Blake (West Durham)]

ployment" in the second line the words,
"permanent or temporary," and by striking
out the words "in lieu of an annual salary,"
and by inserting after the word "emolument,"
the words "or profit of any kind whatever."

Sir John A. Macdonald did not feel called
on to enter into the argument in this case
again; but here was one statement made by
the member for West Durham against which
he (Sir John A. Macdonald) entered his spe-
cial protest. The honourable member for
West Durham did not deny the statement that
such an act as he proposed would not be
listened to in the English House of Commons.
He argued that the law that is good in
England would not be good here because the
people of the Dominion are more corrupt.
That was a statement which he (Sir John)
denied. He believed the standard of morality
among electors here to be infinitely higher
than in England, and he believed, too, that
the men returned to that House more truly
represented on an average the feelings and
interests of their constituents than did mem-
bers of the English House of Commons,
where ancestral influence, corporation influ-
ence, and aristocratic influence were to a
large extent represented. (Hear). As to his
(Sir John's) charges against a former ad-
ministration, the member for West Durham
had not put the case properly. The only
charge he (Sir John) brought against that
administration was that of improperly with-
drawing their political enemies from the
House by giving them offices outside of it. He
never charged the Government with offering
offices to members in order to secure votes in
the House. (Hear). The two cases were entire-
ly different. As to the accusations preferred
by the honourable member for West Durham
he (Sir John) was sure that the honourable
member did not mean to cast contumely upon
the people or their representatives. The
honourable gentleman could not mean to do
so. He would be the last of whom that could
be expected. He was an honourable gentle-
man standing too well in Parliament to place
himself in the position of giving utterance to
statements prejudicial to the character of the
people of Canada or their representatives. He
(Sir John) merely spoke of the matter in
order to show where the argument of the
honourable gentleman had landed him, and
where it was untenable. In regard to the
Provincial Legislatures, it might be right or
wrong for the Local Governments to have
their representatives in the Dominion Par-
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liament; but that had nothing to do with the
principle of the Bill, which was within rea-
sonable limits to prevent the independence of
Parliament being affected by the Government
leading this Parliament.

Mr. Jones remarked the difference in the
remarks of the Minister of Justice that day
and the previous night. On the latter occasion
the honourable gentleman expressed himself
as holding the opinion that the only two
really able representative men in the House
were the member for West Durham and the
member for Peel. That statement did not
agree very well with the remarks just made
by the Minister of Justice, and though the
other members of the House might not be so
able, still at all events they faithfully repre-
sented their constituents. (Hear). The com-
parisons made between honourable gentlemen
in that House and those in the English House
of Commons were unfortunate and incorrect,
and such as he could not at all subscribe to.

Hon. Mr. Holton said they all heard a great
deal from the Minister of Justice about
English practice; but the honourable gentle-
man ought to be aware that by virtue of the
office he now held from the Crown as Min-
ister of Justice, he would himself be ineligi-
ble to it, in the English House of Commons.
The Crown dominated throughout the Em-
pire, and an officer of the Crown disqualified
in England is disqualified by holding a simi-
lar appointment abroad, and if that honoura-
ble gentleman is ineligible then by purity of
reasoning, when the policy of the arrange-
ment was considered, the case against the
Government position became much stronger.

Sir John A. Macdonald would correct the
honourable gentleman in the matter of the
disqualification. Judge Haliburton, a pen-
sioned officer, had a seat in the House of
Commons.

Hon. Mr. Holion-Judge Haliburton could
not sit in the Parliament of England or Nova
Scotia as a judge. As a pensioned officer his
position was very different.

Sir John A. Macdonald asked had not the
Recorder of London a seat?

Hon. Mr. Hollon replied that recorders
were not officers of the Crown, but officers of
the corporation, and paid by them.

Hon. J. S. Macdonald argued strongly
against extending the Dominion influence so
as to withhold a seat in the General Legis-
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lature from any person whom the people in
any of the Provinces might in their wisdom
see fit to send to Parliament. He trusted the
Local Governments would be left to put such
restrictions on their own people as they
might choose to impose on them.

The amendment was lost on a division.

Mr. Blake then moved that the lst clause
be amended by inserting after the word
"Canada" in the 2nd line, the words "Ontario,
Quebec, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick."
This would, he explained, make persons hold-
ing offices in the nomination of the Crown in
the different provinces ineligible to sit or
vote. He did not propose to speak to the
merits of the question, for there was really
no time for discussion.

Hon. J. H. Cameron (Peel) rose to correct
the statement of the member for Chateau-
guay in reference to Recorders. These officers
were now appointed by the Crown.

Hon. Mr. Holton-But paid by the Corpo-
ration. There was a good deal of diversity in
relation to these officers.

The amendment was lost on a division.

Mr. Blake moved that the lst clause be
amended by adding after the word "at-
tached," in the fifth line, "No person here-
after elected or appointed to be a member of
the Assembly or Legislature in any of the
Provinces of Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia or
New Brunswick."

Hon. Mr. Holton asked if the Government
did not intend to make any of the provisions
of the Bill applicable to the other branch of
Parliament-the Senate.

Sir John A. Macdonald said they did not.

Hon. Mr. Holion asked whether it was
intended that members of the other House
should be free to accept all sorts of offices,
and enter into every description of contract
with the Government?

Sir John A. Macdonald said the subject
would admit of consideration, but he did not
propose to touch the matter in this Bill.

The amendment was lost on a division.
The several clauses were then put and

carried.
The Committee rose and reported the

Bill, and the report was ordered to be re-
ceived at the next sitting.
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TRADE MARKS

Hon. Mr. Langevin introduced a Bill from
the Senate respecting Trade Marks and other
industrial designs. Ordered for a second read-
ing next sitting.

Lost-Yeas, 30; Nays, 66.

Yeas-Messrs. Blake, Bolton, Bourassa,
Burpee, Caldwell, Cheval, Coffin, Connell,
Currier, Godin, Holton, Johnson, Mackenzie,
McCallum, Mills, Morison (Victoria, Ont.),
Munroe, Oliver, Parker, Pozer, Redford, Ross
(Prince Edward), Rymal, Scatcherd, Snider,
Stirton, Wallace, Wells, White, Young-Total
30.

Nays-Messrs. Archambeault, Ault, Bel-
lerose, Blanchet, Bowell, Bown, Brousseau,
Burton, Cameron (Peel), Campbell, Carling,
Cartier, Cartwright, Chamberlin, Chauveau,
Cimon, Daoust, Desaulnier, Drew, Dufresne,
Dunkin, Ferguson, Fortin, Gaucher, Daudet,
Gendron, Gray, Grover, Howland, Huot, Ir-
vine, Keeler, Kirkpatrick, Langevin, Langlois,
Lapum, Lawson, Little, Macdonald (Cornwall),
Macdonald, (Sir J. A., Kingston), McDonald
(Middlesex), Magill, Masson (Soulanges),
Masson (Terrebonne), McCarthy, McDougall
McGreevey, McMillan, Merritt, Morrison
(Niagara), O'Connor, Perry, Pope, Pouliot,
Robitaille, Rose, Ross (Champlain), Ross (Dun-
das), Ryan (Montreal West), Simard, Simpson,
Stephenson, Street, Tilley, Wilson, Wood-
Total 66.

RIOTS NEAR PUBLIC BUILDINGS

On motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald, the
Bill respecting riots near public works was
discharged from the orders.

The House, at two o'clock, adjourned till
four.

AFTERNOON SESSION

CANADA VINE GROWERS' ASSOCIATION

Mr. O'Connor's Bill respecting the Canada
Vine Growers' Association having been con-
sidered in Committee, was read a third time
and passed.

G. T. DENISON AND THE "GEORGIAN"

Mr. Mackenzie desired, as a member of the
Committee, to express his entire dissent from
the conclusion arrived at. it was his firm
conviction that the Government were not
only justified in detaining the vessel, but
were bound to detain it. The vessel was
bought from the Southern Government, and

passed from the hands of the Confederate
agents into those of Denison, and the Gov-
ernment were bound to detain the vessel as
being in precisely the same position as the
"Rappahannock" in England. As to the
amount of damages also, he entirely disa-
greed from the report. As to the inconveni-
ences to which petitioner had been subjected
in connection with him, he had himself to
blame. The first step he took on obtaining
possession of the vessel was to employ a well
known Confederate agent, Lawrence Mc-
Donald, to superintend the alterations made
on it. If the petitioner acted in good faith-
and he (Mr. Mackenzie) would not say he
did not-he had himself to blame for the
unfortunate position in which he placed
himself.

Hon. J. Sandfield Macdonald said if he had
been in his place at the time he would have
objected to power being given to the Com-
mittee to make such a report. He held Gov-
ernment responsible for dealing with claims
for compensation or damages, and they had
no right to shift their responsibility to a
Committee of this House.

Mr. Morrison said the member for Lambton
had not considered it his duty to continue
attending the meetings of the Committee, and
therefore had not an opportunity of becoming
acquainted with all the evidence on which
the Committee based their report. The
Committee had simply reported on the facts,
and as the damages were referred to all
through the petition, they had felt it their
duty to estimate them. He did not propose,
however, to fetter the House or Government
in any way by moving the adoption of the
report.

Mr. McCallum, another member of the Com-
mittee, having risen to speak,

Mr. Speaker said there was no question
before the Chair.

EVENING SITTING

TOBACCO

Hon. Mr. Howland moved concurrence in
the report from the Committee of the Whole
on the Bill for better securing payment of the
duty on tobacco manufactured in Canada.

Mr. Godin moved an amendment of several
clauses in the Bill, the effect of which was
to remove the restrictions imposed upon the
growth of tobacco in Canada.
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Hon. Mr. Langevin argued against the
amendment at some length. He said the
amendment proposed to relieve from duty all
tobacco grown in Canada, which would, no
doubt, be very desirable if the revenue could
afford it. But as revenue was required from
tobacco as well as spirits, he hoped the
amendment would be voted down. In the
course of his remarks he mentioned that
while seven million pounds of raw tobacco
were imported into Canada, duty was paid
only on the manufacture of four million
pounds, showing the necessity of increased
precautions with reference to the collection of
excise on that article. He stated the Minister
of Inland Revenue would introduce some
amendments which would meet the principle
objections which had been urged to the Bill.

The amendment was lost. Yeas, 7; Nays, 64.

Hon. Mr. Howland moved that the House
go back into Committee to make certain
amendments, which he read.

Hon. Mr. Holton congratulated the member
for Joliette (Mr. Godin) on having compelled
the Government to go back into Committee to
amend the Bill. He warned the House,
however, that the amendments were a delu-
sion, and would leave the Bill in all its
enormity.

The House went into Committee and adopt-
ed the amendments proposed by Mr. How-
land.

Mr. Godin then moved in amendment that
the Bill be referred back to Committee of the
Whole, with instructions to amend it, so as to
exempt from payment of all duties leaf
tobacco grown in Canada.

The amendment was lost-Yeas, 24: Nays.
68.

Mr. Langlois moved an amendment to
reduce the proposed rate of duties one-half.
His amendment proposed that the rate of
duty to be imposed should be five per cent on
raw or leaf tobacco imported, and two and a
half per cent on raw or leaf tobacco grown in
the Dominion and sold as such.

Lost on a division.
The report being concurred in, the Bill was

read a third time.

On motion of Mr. Bourassa, the fourth
section was amended by adding the word "St.
John" after district of Iberville.

The Bill thenpassed.
99038-48j

FORGERY

On motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald, the Bill
respecting forgery, etc., froi the Senate, was
read a first time.

DISABLED SEAMEN

The House went into Committee on Hon.
Mr. Rose's Bill respecting sick and disabled
seamen and river police.

The Committee rose and reported the Bill,
and the report was received.

On the question for the third reading-
Mr. Blake, seconded by Mr. Mackenzie,

moved that it be not read a third time, but
that it be resolved that in the opinion of the
House the establishment of the police force in
the said Bill mentioned is beyond the compe-
tence of the Legislature of Canada; and if
within its competence, that it would be inex-
pedient.

Lost.
The Bill was then read a third time and

passed.

NORTH-WEST NAVIGATION CO.

Hon. Mr. Rose's Bill respecting the
North-West Navigation Co. was read a second
time, passed through Committee, read a third
time and passed.

QUARANTINE AND THE
PUBLIC HEALTH

On motion of Hon. Mr. Langevin. the
House went into Committee on the Act relat-
ing to quarantine and the public health.

The Committee rose and reported the Bill
with an amendment, which was read a first
and second time, and the Bill read a third
time and passed.

RATE OF INTEREST ON MONEY

Hon. Mr. Rose moved that the House re-
solve itself into Committee to consider a
resolution declaring it inexpedient¯to amend
the laws regulating the rate of interest on
money.

Messrs. Morris and Dufresne hoped the
Government would not proceed with this
measure this session.

Mr. Mackensie also hoped the Governinent
would postpone their measure. It was impos-
sible to consider it at the present stage of the
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session. About half the members had left the
city, and he was sure none of them expected
a measure of such magnitude would be
brought up in their absence.

Mr. Godin, although desiring strongly a
measure on this subject, hoped the Bill would
not be pressed.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin felt that they had better
postpone this important question, but trusted
that early next session the Government
would take the matter up.

Mr. Bowell concurred in the remarks of the
member for Brome.

Hon. Mr. Rose called attention to the
Government promise to the honourable gen-
tleman opposite (Mr. Godin), that they would
bring down a measure of their own on the
subject; but at that late period of the session,
and bearing in mind the views of honourable
members, Government did not desire to press
this very important measure. It was one
which it was necessary there should be a
fixed policy, and one concerning which there
was much diversity of opinion. Government
would have desired the discussion should
proceed, but would bow to the wish of the
House and withdraw the Bill.

The order was discharged.

INSOLVENCY BILL

Sir J. A. Macdonald moved the second
reading of the Insolvency Bill.

Mr. Dufresne objected to the Government
proceeding with the measure. It was too
important to be discussed at that period of
the session. Besides, it was not printed in
French.

Hon. Mr. Holton asked the Government to
withdraw it.

Sir John A. Macdonald said that in view of
the objection just taken by the member for
Montcalm, he could not, if he would, force on
the measure. He would move the order to be
discharged.

Mr. Blake suggested that a number of co-
pies of the Bill should be struck off for
distribution, so that ample consideration
might be given the measure during the
recess.

Sir John A. Macdonald said the suggestion
was a good one.

The order was discharged.
[Mr. Mackenzie (Lambton).]

THE INSURANCE BILL

Hon. Mr. Rose moved the second reading of
the Insurance Bill.

Hon. Mr. Holton hoped the Bill would not
be pressed. It was a still newer Bill than the
Insolvency measure. It had been only intro-
duced that morning. Some straggling copies
only had been distributed at four o'clock that
afternoon. This Bill proposed a complete
revolution in the whole system of fire and life
insurance companies in the country, and so
complete a change required an amount of
deliberation which was impossible at that
period. Again, the Bill raised in the sharpest
way that which had been raised before this
session, the limit between the General and
Provincial Governments. Then the measure
had its financial aspects, and if passed,
ground would be afforded for the statement
that i t was primarily a finance measure.
Besides, this was the third Bill introduced on
the subject this session by the Finance
Minister.

Hon. Mr. Rose could not agree with the
honourable gentleman as to the statement
that the measure was revolutionary. What
was the fact? The principle of the Bill had
been in the statute book for the past eight or
nine years-the principle of exacting from
insurance companies statements of their
affairs, and a deposit as guarantee for their
good faith. The Bill merely applies to life
insurance companies the same principle that
in former years has been applicable to fire
insurance companies. As to the charge that
three distinct bills had been introduced on
the subject, it was unfounded. The Bill had
been introduced on the 17th March, certain
suggestions made by various persons in the
interests of the Insurance Companies and the
public had been incorporated into the Bill,
and for convenience it had been reprinted,
and the third edition, to which the honoura-
ble gentleman objected was nothing more or
less than the same Bill reprinted, in conse-
quence of an objection of the honourable
member for Chateauguay. The Bill had been
thoroughly discussed and approved of in the
press and the country. The principle of the
measure rernained unchanged during the
three editions. A number of American Com-
panies had been long doing business in Canada
whose sole object was to get premiums
-companies felt to be unreliable. Why
should not the public be protected in this
important matter of insurance as well as in
banking? As to the opportunity of considering
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the Bill, the honourable gentleman and the
country had had two months to consider it. It
was high time there should be such a change
as that proposed by the Bill, for in no coun-
try in the world were insurance companies
allowed to carry on in the same reckless way
as in Canada. In conclusion, he moved the
second reading of the Bill.

Hon. Mr. Holion contended that the meas-
ure was nothing more nor less than a forced
lban. As it was impossible to have any serious
discussion on the measure at this stage, he
could only avail himself of the foris of the
House. He, therefore, objected that technical-
ly the Bill was not printed-that is, it was
not marked as printed on the orders of the
House; besides, it was not distributed in the
House until 4 o'clock that afternoon, and the
French version of the Bill had not yet been
fully distributed.

The Speaker sustained the objection, and
the item was accordingly passed over.

LAW OF COPYRIGHT

On motion of Hon. Mr. McDougall, the Bill
from the Senate respecting the Law of Copy-
right was considered in Committee of the
Whole, and was read a third time and passed.

TRADE MARKS

On motion of Hon. Mr. Langevin, the Bill
from the Senate respecting Trade Marks was
read a second time, considered in Committee,
read a third time and passed.

EVIDENCE IN CANADA IN CAUSES
PENDING ABROAD

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald, the
Bill from the Senate as to Evidence in
Canada in Causes pending abroad, was read a
second time and considered in Committee.
Concurrence to-morrow.

POLICE OF CANADA

On motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald, the Bill
from the Senate respecting the Police of
Canada, was read a second time and consid-
ered in Committee.

Hon. Mr. Holfon pointed out that there was
a money disposition in the Bill which ought
not to originate in the other House. It was
ordered that an entry be made in the journals
guarding the rights of this House.

Sir J. A. Macdonald moved the third read-
ing of the Bill.

Mr. Blake said he looked on the matters
legislated upon in this Bill as not within the
competence of this Legislature, but as belong-
ing to the Legislature of the different Prov-
inces. Within the past few days, he believed
this House had passed several Acts, provi-
sions of which were in violation of the
Constitution. This might occasionally happen
in spite of every precaution, but he consid-
ered they ought to avoid needlessly multiply-
ing in such cases. He desired to put his views
on record by moving the following amend-
ment:-"That the Bill be not read a third
time, but that it be resolved that in the
opinion of this House, it is not within the
competence of the Legislature of Canada to
legislate on the matters embraced in this
Bill."

Sir J. A. Macdonald argued that the Bill
was within the competence of this Legisla-
ture.

Hon. Mr. Irvine thought that in some re-
spects it exceeded the jurisdiction of Do-
minion legislature.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin agreed with Mr. Irvine,
and suggested the addition of a clause to
reserve the rights of the Local Legislature.

Sir J. A. Macdonald agreed to let the third
reading stand till to-morrow, to allow time
for considering the clause to be framed by
Mr. Dunkin.

Mr. Blake said he considered the whole
measure an ill advised one. If police were
wanted on the frontier, they might be provid-
ed as part of the militia and defence system.
If wanted for the protection of this building,
they could be provided as part of the internal
economy of Parliament; but if established as
proposed in this Bill, it would entail a large
expense and would give rise to a constant
source of jarring with the Local Governinent.

PROCEDURES OF CRIMINAL CASES

On motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald, the Bill
respecting procedure of criminal cases was
considered in Committee, read a third time,
and passed.

SUPPLY BILL

Hon. Mr. Rose moved the second reading of
the Supply Bill.

Hon. Mr. Holfon said the Finance Minister
might congratulate himself on having pro-
duced the largest appropriation Bill that had
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ever been passed by a Colonial Legislature.
He had intended to embrace this opportunity
of reviewing the course of legislation during
this session since November, but at this some-
what late hour he thought he would refrain
from carrying out that intention.

Mr. Mackenzie called the attention of the
Government to the fact that the grant of
$50,000 for the relief of sufferers by the
Quebec fire had never been submitted to
Parliament for sanction, or for a Bill of
Indemnity.

Hon. Mr. Rose said the usual rules in
accordance with which a grant in a case of
emergency not provided for by Parliament
might be made, had been obseverd in this
instance, except that a statement of it had not
been laid before Parliament within fifteen
days of its assembling, He presumed that the
reason of this omission was that no Parlia-
ment of the late Province of Canada had
assembled afterwards.

Hon. Mr. Holton said that up to this day no
appropriation had been made to meet that
grant.

Hon. Mr. Rose, in reply, was understood to
say that it was one of the liabilities of the
old Province of Canada, which would be
divided between Ontario and Quebec.

Hon. Mr. Holton contended that the Do-
minion Parliament inherited all the obliga-
tions of the old Parliament of Canada, quoad
the accountability of public officers, and that
indemnity should have been sought from it.

Mr. Mackenzie thought that a matter of
this importance should not be allowed to pass
over with a mere conversation at the end of
the session.

The Bill was then read a second time.

Hon. Mr. Holion wished a clause inserted
with reference to the $100,000 for unforeseen
expenses, that it should only be expended
under special Orders-in-Council.

Hon. Mr. Rose said that under the Audit
Act, it must necessarily be expended under
Orders-in-Council, and he would further state
on his responsibility that the detailed items of
the expenditure would be laid before Par-
liament within fifteen days of its assembling.

[Mr. Holton (Chateauguay) .

The Bill was then referred to Committee of
the Whole, and, on motion of Mr. Rose, an
amendment was made to one of the clauses,
the purport of which did not reach the gal-
lery.

Third reading to-morrow.

PATENTS FOR INVENTIONS

On motion of Mr. Masson (Soulanges) the
House went into Committee on the Bill to
amend Chapter 34 of the Consolidated Stat-
utes of Canada respecting patents of inven-
tion.

Hon. Mr. McDougall explained the Bill,
saying that its provisions were similar to
those contained in the Bill which the Gov-
ernment had introduced into the Senate.

Hon. J. S. Macdonald said it was the first
time he ever knew an attempt of this kind to
be made. The Government lost their Bill in
the Senate. Now, they introduced it in the
Commons, putting it into the hands of a
private member.

Sir John A. Macdonald said that if the Bill
did not pass, every inventor would have to
get out three patents instead of one.

Hon. Mr. McDougall moved a substitution
for the first clause, providing that the Patents
Office be attached to the Bureau of
Agriculture, and that the Minister of
Agriculture should be Commissioner of Pa-
tents for the time being.

Hon. John Sandfield Macdonald said the
whole proceedings were a farce. The Bill was
not printed, and it was a private Bill on
which they sought to graft the Government
measure. He objected to it.

Hon. Mr. Holion said that some legislation
was required in this direction, though he did
not exactly commit himself to the Bill.

Mr. Mackenzie had given attention to the
Bill, and was disposed to think it was about
as good as they could make at this session.

The amendment carried, and the Com-
mittee rose and reported the Bill as amended.

On the motion for the reception of the
report,
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Hon. J. S. Macdonald objected that it was a
most flagrant violation of the rules of the
House, as the Bill just passed through
Committee was a substitute, and had never
been read to the House. He would therefore
insist on the rules being complied with as
regarded this measure.

The report was received and the amend-
ment read a first and second time.

On motion for the third reading,

DEBATES 747

Hon. Mr. Holton also objected to the vio-
lation of the rules of this House.

The Speaker ruled that the Bill might be
read a third time.

Hon. Mr. Holton moved the adjournment of
the debate.

The point of order having been debated for
about an hour, the third reading was fixed
for next sitting.

Hon. John Sandfield Macdonald again ob- The House adjourned at half-past two
jected. o'clock.
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Wednesday, May 20, 1868

The Speaker took the Chair at 11 o'clock.

BAY OF FUNDY CANAL

Hon. Mr. Fisher, in the absence of Mr.
Burpee, moved an address for surveys, plans,
etc., with reference to the construction of a
canal between the Gulf of St. Lawrence and
the Bay of Fundy. Carried.

PATENTS FOR INVENTIONS

On motion of Hon. Mr. McDougall, the Bill
to amend Chapter 34 Consolidated Statutes of
Canada, respecting patents for inventions,
was read a third time and passed.

EVIDENCE IN CANADA AS TO
MATTERS PENDING ABROAD

On motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald, the Bill
in reference to Evidence in Canada in mat-
ters pending abroad was read a third time
and passed.

THE INSURANCE BILL

Hon. Mr. Holton asked to have the minutes
of yesterday read, on the ground that they
had not been printed, his object being to
prevent the forcing through of the Insurance
Bill.

The minutes having been read by the Clerk
in English,

Hon. Mr. Holion asked that the amend-
ments to the Patents Bill referred to in the
minutes should also be read.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said the honourable
gentleman had no right to make such a
demand. He was glad, however, to see him
exhibit himself in his true light as an ob-
structive.

Hon. Mr. Holton insisted that the amend-
ments were part of the proceedings of the
House and should be read.

The Speaker ruled that the reading of the
amendments could not be demanded.

Hon. Mr. Holion said he must ask then that
the minutes be read in French. He would

state the reason why he took this course.
Before the Speaker took the Chair, he (Mr.
Holton) crossed the House and asked the
leader of the Government and the Minister of
Finance, as a matter of convenience and even
a matter of favour, that the order for the
second reading of the Insurance Bill should
be put off till after the 2 o'clock recess. He
stated that a question had arisen during the
sitting of the House this morning as to the
practice and law of Parliament in connection
with this Bill, and he wished some leisure
after two o'clock to look into the authorities,
and that if he f ound the law and practice of
Parliament were against him, he would then
withdraw all opposition to the consideration
of the Bill. Honourable gentlemen opposite
declined that reasonable proposition, and he
was, therefore, prepared to avail himself of
all the rules formed for the protection of the
minority to secure the necessary leisure to
examine the point referred to.

Hon. Mr. Rose said it was time they under-
stood whether they held their rights by suf-
ferance of the member for Chateauguay. His
(Mr. Rose's) self-respect had often been
wounded by the manner in which the honour-
able gentleman had chosen to address him-
self and his colleagues. He had endeavoured
to meet the honourable gentleman in a most
conciliatory spirit, but there was a point
where conciliation must stop. The course pur-
sued by the honourable gentleman with re-
gard to this Bill had been one of senseless,
causeless obstruction. His threat to the men-
bers of the Government this morning was
such that no one with any sense of self-
respect could yield to. He had not asked the
postponement as a courtesy, but emphatically
in the way of a threat.

Hon. Mr. Holiton-No! Emphatically no!

Hon. Mr. Rose said the leader of the
Government and himself had so understood
it, and had replied accordingly. They felt
bound to resist the honourable gentleman
whatever might be his threats to obstruct,
annoy and procrastinate.

Hon. Mr. Holion-Order! I ask for the
reading of the minutes in French. We may
have this discussion afterwards.
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Mr. Bellerose-We have them in French.

Hon. Mr. Rose made further remarks say-
ing these proceedings could only delay the
prorogation. If they could not prorogue on
Friday they could wait till Saturday, and if
not on Saturday till Monday, in order that
the House might have a fair opportunity of
pronouncing on this Bill.

Sir John A. Macdonald asked if the mem-
ber for Chateauguay had not made a threat
that he would talk till two o'clock.

Mr. Mackenzie said the member for Cha-
teauguay had distinctly stated that he had not
threatened, and when an honourable gentle-
man made such a statement, it ought to be
accepted.

Sir J. A. Macdonald-There is no such
Parliamentary rule.

Mr. Mackenzie thought there was. He
thought the threatening had been on the part
of the gentleman opposite Only yesterday,
the leader of the Government had threatened
that this Bill would be forced through if the
House should sit a week for the purpose.

Mr. Bellerose rose to a question of order,
and asked if there was any question before
the Chair.

Mr. Mackenzie said he could easily put
himself in order by moving that the House do
now adjourn.

The Speaker said he thought the whole of
this conversation should cease. He must rule
that there was nothing in the rules of the
House which entitled an honourable member
to ask the minutes to be read in French. He
would ask the House to proceed with the
order paper.

Mr. Mackenzie begged to move that the
House do now adjourn, and as a reason for
that adjournment urged the necessity of hav-
ing time to deliberate on the Insurance Bill.
He thought it most extraordinary that after
the Government had been throwing all sorts
of taunts and insults across the House, the
moment he rose to reply, one of their sup-
porters should be set up to put him down on
a point of order. He had been surprised to
hear the Minister of Finance assert that he
had met so much obstructiveness at the hands
of the member for Chateauguay for the as-
sistance he had rendered in pushing his
measure through the House. But it was not
obstruction to take measures to prevent one
of the most important Bils of the session

from being pushed through in the last hours
of the session, when there were scarcely more
than fifty members in the city. Honourable
gentlemen opposite were not to think that
gentlemen on his (Mr. Mackenzie's) side
were to be threatened and bullied into sub-
jection. (Cries of "Order.")

The Speaker said the words "bulied" and
"threatened" were not Parliamentary.

Mr. Mackenzie appealed from the Speaker's
decision.

The decision was sustained by the House.

Mr. Mackenzie hoped after this decision,
more chaste language would be heard from
the honourable gentlemen opposite, when
they got angry. They had hitherto used such
expressions with impunity, and it was not
until they were used on his (Mr. Mackenzie's)
side that they were pronounced out of order.

The Speaker-I know unparliamentary
language has been used before; but if the
point of order had been raised, I would
have given the same decision as now.

Mr. Mackenzie was glad to hear this ad-
mission that language of this kind had been
used by gentlemen on the other side. He
regretted there should have been such acerbi-
ty of temper displayed. There was no occa-
sion for anything of the kind, but he said that
honourable gentlemen had a perfect right to
resist, by resorting to the ordinary rules of
Parliament, this unprecedented attempt to
force a measure of this importance through in
the closing hours of the session.

Hon. Mr. Holton said there was nothing in
the matter at all to provoke personal feeling.
He had no desire improperly to delay public
business; but had used the rules of Parlia-
ment in order to secure a proper discussion
for a measure of the utmost importance. The
action he had taken was designed to throw
the whole responsibility of the measure on
the Government. That was the position he
took, and he was not afraid to take the
responsibility of his action. If he could suc-
ceed in throwing the measure over this ses-
sion, he was convinced the House would
never see it again in its present state.

Sir John A. Macdonald said that no one
could impugn the right of the honourable
gentleman to take advantage of the rules of
Parliament; but the honourable gentleman
had no right to declare he would do al in his
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power to obstruct the passage of the measure
and to speak against time for this purpose.
He had no right to get up and say-

Hon. Mr. Holton--Order! The honourable
gentleman not having taken exception to the
language at the moment of its utterance,
cannot now refer to it.

Sir John A. Macdonald regretted that the
discussion had taken this turn. As to the
member for Lambton, he (Sir John) had great
pleasure in stating, as leader of the House,
that that honourable gentleman had, by a
strict attention to the rules of the House,
extended to the majority in that House all
the assistance he conscientiously could, in the
discharge of the public business. The honour-
able member for Chateauguay had also done
so frequently, and it was to be regretted that
he had not on this occasion pursued a simîlar
course.

Hon. Mr. Holton said that the House had
been led to believe on Friday last, from the
remarks of the Minister of Justice, that the
Government would not press this measure,
and it being one that he (Mr. Holton) was
conscientiously opposed to, he had on this
ground and on others, felt bound to use the
rules of the House to aid him in his opposi-
tion.

Mr. Mackenzie said he certainly believed
tmat the Government would not press this
measure, owing to the statement of the
Minister of Justice alluded to by the member
for Chateauguay. True, that statement had
been made partly in badinage, but the im-
pression left on the House was that it was an
indication that the Government Bill would not
be pressed.

Sir John A. Macdonald explained that the
statement alluded to was merely that, per-
haps, he might induce the Finance Minister
to postpone this Bill.

Hon. J. H. Cameron (Peel) said it was clear
from the very beginning that the Finance
Minister had resolved to press this Bill. He
(Mr. Cameron) was aware of this, because he
represented the Western Insurance Compa-
nies, and had been in communication with
the Finance Minister.

Mr. Mackenzie said that in consequence of
the changed attitude of Ministers, he would
consent to withdraw the motion for adjourn-
ment, and would also ask that what had
passed about the point of order should not be
inserted in the journals of the House.

Hon. Mr. Holton said that it would be un-
necessary for him to press the matter further,
if the Finance Minister postponed advancing
the measure till next sitting; and if then it
were found that the decision of the House was
favourable to the Bill passing its remaining
stages on the ground of emergency, he would
acquiesce.

Hon. Mr. Rose accepted the statement
and the motion having been withdrawn, the
matter dropped.

THE GRAND TRUNK

Mr. Mackenzie called the attention of the
Ministry to a recent statement made by the
chairman of the Grand Trunk Company at
their meeting in London, that negotiations
had been entered into with the Canadian
Government for further support to the com-
pany, and that the Finance Minister was
shortly expected in London, when the matter
would be decided. In order to put the matter
beyond a doubt, he desired to know whether
any negotiations had been opened between
the Grand Trunk and the Government.

Sir John A. Macdonald replied that no
negotiations had been opened between the
Grand Trunk and the Government of any
kind.

PATENT BILL

Mr. Masson (Soulanges)L moved the third
reading of the Patent Bill.

Mr. Savary spoke against the Bill as one of
too much importance to be rushed through
the House in the last stages of session. Be-
sides he had the assurance the other day
from a member of the Government, if he
understood it, that no such Bill would be
passed this session; but, to his great astonish-
ment, not only had a Patent Bill been intro-
duced, but the identical Bill which had al-
ready been rejected in the other House. In
order to make the Bill more acceptable, he
would move that the Bill be referred back, so
as to provide that there should be strict
reciprocity in the matter of patents, and that
no foreigners could come in here and by a
mere residence of a year or so obtain a
patent.

The amendment was lost.

Mr. Blake suggested that the second clause,
which was obscurely worded, should be
amended.

Agreed.
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Mr. Blake also called attention to the eight-
een months' residence in Canada required for
a person taking out a patent, and said he did
not see why that limit had been fixed. It
seemed to him too short. He thought real
residence, and not a temporary expedient,
was what should be required.

Mr. Mackenzie thought so too, and thought
the matter might be remedied by inserting in
the 12th clause a few words which would do
no harm, and might effect much good. He
would suggest the insertion of the words:-
"And shall be required to have continued
residence therein for one year."

Hon. Mr. McDougall preferred to allow the
Bill to stand as it was in this particular, and
give it a trial.

Mr. Mackenzie and Hon. J. H. Cameron
called attention to the number of farmers
swindled by persons going through the coun-
try and selling patent rights, which having
been mere copies of previous patents, were
worthless. It was suggested that the patent
should contain on the face of it all the
conditions which rendered it void.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said he would bear the
matter in mind, and confer with the Com-
missioner of Patents on the subject.

The Bill was then read a third time and
passed.

SUPPLY BILL

Hon. Mr. Rose moved the third reading of
the Supply Bill.

Mr. Mackenzie said this Bill appropriated
the large sum of sixteen million dollars, and
had a few words to say on some of the topics
which this large appropriation suggested. The
Government asked and obtained in the early
part of the session a vote of credit, and they
had sought to impose this on the House as an
excuse for covering every doubtful item in
the estimates afterwards, but the principal
objection he had to the supplies voiced this
year was the manner in which a very large
proportion of what was to be the future debt
of the country had been created. They had by
their legislation this session created the whole
of the debt necessary for the Intercolonial
Railway, amounting certainly to not less than
twenty millions, and it implied a prospective
increase of several millions more. If a certain
course was adopted with reference to that
work, he could not too earnestly impress
upon the House and Government the necessi-
ty of having that expenditure devoted, not to

the interests of any particular section, but
towards creating a highway in the most ad-
vantageous position, geographically, in the
interest of all parts of the Dominion. He had
forborne and the people he represented had
also forborne interfering to any great extent
with the course the Government had sought
to pursue in this matter; but he could not
help looking with considerable alarm at the
indications given from time to time of what
might be the possible result of the present
consultations regarding the route of the great
highway. The two principal matters which
ought to be kept in view were the cheapness
of construction and shortness of route. Before
Parliament reassembled the Government
would, in all probability, either lay the foun-
dation for a great and permanent discontent
in this matter, or would take measures that
would serve to consolidate the new Confed-
eration by the wise and just consideration
they would give this subject. In Ontario, the
Province which would have to pay more than
half the entire outlay on the work, they
wanted the shortest route to the ocean, which
would give them the choice of ports, if neces-
sary, and enable them to connect with the
two great lines now intersecting the Lower
Provinces, and reach Saint John or Halifax
as they pleased. The people of Ontario and of
the whole Dominion would hold the Gov-
ernment strictly responsible for the use they
might make of the extraordinary power con-
ferred on them by the vote of this House in
the early part of the session-a vote he
should never cease to regret, for he consid-
ered the House ought not to have abrogated
its functions and delegated them wholly to
Government. It was true Parliament had
done so, but Parliament would meet again,
and it would not then do for honourable
gentlemen opposite to say: "We have done so
and so, and if the House does not like it they
can turn us out." This was far too important
a matter to be treated in that way. With
regard to the fortifications expenditure he
also deeply regretted the course pursued by
Government. In moving against that course
as he did, he fully anticipated that the old
cry would be raised against him that he was
urging a policy which would have a disas-
trous effect on our connection with the
Mother Country. This had always been the
cry against those who ventured to differ fron
the policy of the Government on the question
of defence. He believed, however, the people
of the country were fully competent to judge
for themselves as to the course which ought
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to be pursued in erecting fortifications, or in
any other matter affecting the military de-
fences of the country. It was with that view
that he moved his amendment, believing
then, as he believed now, that the policy
which this Parliament was asked to adopt,
was one which the Parliament of Great
Britain never did, and never would adopt a
policy by which the Government were em-
powered to spend millions of money where,
and when, and how they pleased-which was
the most extraordinary power every con-
ferred on any Government. He trusted, how-
ever, notwithstanding the rejection of his
amendment, that when Parliament re-assem-
bled the Government would lay before them
the fullest information as to the nature of the
works, their extent and location, and that all
contracts before being accepted would be
submitted to Parliament.

Dr. Parker-We will never get the loan
guaranteed.

Mr. Mackenzie said that was a matter of
opinion; but, meanwhile, he would urge upon
the Government that they should not use the
extensive and extraordinary powers placed in
their hands in such a manner as would bring
discredit on our representative system of
Government. The extraordinary votes that
had been given for these purposes would,
before all the works were completed for
fortifications and railways, impose, beyond all
doubt, upon the country an additional burden
of from 30 to 40 millions, and be did not
choose, even at this late period of the session,
to allow the Supply Bill to pass without
entering his earnest and solemn protest
against the manner in which the Government
had sought to conduct our financial affairs,
and had obtained exclusive jurisdiction wi-
thout any reference to the Parliament of the
entire expenditure of this enormous sum of
money. He had also to complain that while
this large amount had been voted for rail-
ways and for fortifications, the Government
had not sought in any way to put one farth-
ing in the estimates in order to open up the
great north-west territory, on which we must
depend for acquiring a large population. It
might be answered that there was no use
asking a vote of money for this purpose until
we had succeded further in our negotiations
with the Imperial Government; but, if he read
aright the despatch of the Colonial Secretary,
the really valuable portion of the territory
was open to us at this moment. It was to that
territory, and that alone, we could direct a
great stream of immigration. It was a matter

in which our national pride was concerned
that at this moment the people of the British
colony of Red River could only find their way
to the seaboard through the United States,
while there was a shorter route through our
own territory, on which, by taking advantage
of the small lakes and rivers, we could make
a good macadamized road for $163,000.

Hon. Mr. McDougall-in addition to what
bas been expended.

Mr. Mackenzie said the amount already
expended was very smail. He regretted that
the Government had not sought an appro-
priation for this purpose. It showed in his
opinion, a reckless disregard on their part for
what was looked upon by all classes of the
community as what ought to be one of the
most important matters which could engage
our attention.

Hon. Mr. McDougall said be should only
advert to the latter part of the honourable
gentleman's remarks. He did not think the
Government were chargeable with that neg-
lect of duty which the honourable gentleman
had imputed to them with reference to the
North-West. The Government had not, as
they hoped to have, obtained authority or
control over that country, and had no right to
make roads in it beyond the western bounds
of Ontario; and, as regarded Ontario, it was
no part of the duty of the Government to
appropriate money for opening roads in that
Province, before they knew what conditions
the Hudson's Bay Company might obtain; it
would be putting the cart before the horse to
ask an appropriation for opening up that
territory. Before the first of July, 1867, the
Legislature of Canada appropriated $50,000
out of the Colonization Fund for opening a
road west of Thunder Bay, which would not
go beyond the bounds of Ontario. Surveys
had been made for that expenditure, and
there was a condition in the Order-in-Council
that if at any future time the Government of
the Dominion assumed that work or con-
tinued it for national purposes, that appro-
priation would be repaid to the Province,
because the road would then be one of the
great highways of the Dominion. He trusted
by conference with the Government of On-
tario they would be able to go on and finish
this road by Dog Lake out of that appropria-
tion of 1867, which he thought would be
sufficient for the purpose. As regarded the
arrangements with the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany, there was an intimation that conditions
would be asked which be thought this coun-
try should not agree to. Such was his in-
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dividual opinion. It would be a matter,
however, for discussion, and the Government,
he trusted, would act in the interests of the
people of Canada, to endeavour to get a
satisfactory arrangement.

Hon. Mr. Holton made some remarks, con-
tending that the Government had committed
a technical error in the course they had
pursued on the North-West question. He held
they were not in a position to pass the
address they did, and that their passing an
address which did not state the terms and
conditions on which they were willing to take
possession of the territory was a violation of
the terms of the Union Act. The result had
showed he was right, further negotiations
with the Hudson's Bay Company and further
legislation by the Imperial Parliament being
now declared to be necessary.

Hon. Mr. McDougall replied, arguing that
this Parliament were not required to insert in
their address the terms and conditions that
would be claimed by the parties against
whom they were contending. The two or
three terms inserted in the address were all
that could fairly be expected at the hands of
this Parliament.

The Bill was then read a third time.

AFTERNOON SITTING
THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORY

Hon. Mr. Holton said he had intended at
the previous sitting that day that he would
ask information from the Minister of Justice
on three points. The first had relation to the
North-West Territory. He desired to inquire
whether any further information than that
brought down by message had been received
by the Government.

Sir J. A. Macdonald replied that since
the message had been brought down a tele-
gram had been received from the Imperial
authorities on the subject of probable legisla-
tion in the Imperial Parliament on the meas-
ure. It was not for the interests of the public
that either the communication or the answer
should be laid before Parliament inasmuch as
it might interfere and seriously embarrass the
action of the Colonial Minister and the Im-
perial Government.

Hon. Mr. Holton-Then it is expected there
will be legislation in the Imperial Parliament
in this direction?

Sir J. A. Macdonald-It is expected there
will be legislation in this direction. That is
all I can say.

[Mr. McDougall (Lanark North).1

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY ROUTE

Hon. Mr. Holion- Then regarding the
Intercolonial Railway I would like to inquire
whether the Government are in a position to
indicate the line likely to be adopted and
submitted for the approval of the Imperial
authorities; and also whether it was the in-
tention of the Dominion Government to ap-
point commissioners for the railway under
the Act passed at an early period last session,
before the next meeting of Parliament. At a
previous period of the session, the Minister of
Justice made a promise that the nomination
of the commissioners would be announced to
Parliament, before these gentlemen were
called in to perform their functions, in order
that Parliament might signify its approval or
not of the appointments. From the fact that
no such appointment had been made during
the present session, and that if the announce-
ment should be made to-day the House would
not have a fair opportunity of pronouncing
on the fitness of the persons appointed-from
these things, he inferred that it was not the
intention of the honourable gentlemen oppo-
site to advise the appointment of these com-
missioners until the House met again.

Sir J. A. Macdonald replied with regard
to the Intercolonial Railway, that the route
had not been settled on. The line which the
Canadian Government would submit for the
approval of the Imperial authorities, would
not be determined until Mr. S. Fleming had
reported the information required on this
subject by the members of the Council. That
report was, however, expected shortly, and as
soon as it had been obtained, the Government
could come to a conclusion as to what was
the best time for the construction of the
Intercolonial Railroad, and would submit the
same to the Imperial authorities. In conse-
quence of the delay which he had alluded to,
the Commissioners had not been appointed.
At the time the Intercolonial Bill was before
Parliament, it was thought this might have
been done before the reassembling in
March, but this did not turn out to be the
case. It would take some time further, though
as little as possible to settle definitely this
line, to submit it to the Imperial authorities
and settle the question connected with the
Imperial guarantee. The Government feel
they are bound to appoint Commissioners as
soon as they possibly can, and if, before
Parliament met next winter, Commissioners
were appointed, it was understood that these
appointments were made subject to the ac-
quiescence of Parliament.
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Mr. Mackenzie-Who are they to be?

Sir John A. Macdonald had not the slight-
est idea.

Hon. Mr. Holton said he could not of course
ask the honourable gentleman to communi-
cate the information he had received regard-
ing the line, if such communication would not
be to the public interest.

APPOINTMENT OF DR. TUPPER

Hon. Mr. Holton desired information as to
the appointment of Dr. Tupper in the matter
of the appeal of Nova Scotia to the Imperial
authorities.

Sir John A. Macdonald said that at the
time of the appointment he had notified the
House that the appointment had been made
in order that the honourable gentleman
should be at hand to give information to the
Imperial authorities on the subject treated of
in the petition from Nova Scotia regarding
severance from the Union. He had no au-
thority of any kind except to be at hand to
give such information. Therefore no official
communication had been received from him.
A few private letters had been received, but
of no public consequence.

SUPPLY BILL AGAIN

On the Hon. Mr. Rose's motion for the
third reading of the Supply Bill,

Mr. Jones spoke at length on the subject of
the acquisition of the North-West as one of
the prime objects of Confederation. Nothing
of any consequence bas been done towards
that settlement, and worse still, the little
movement that had been made had only
resulted in the discomfiture of the Parliament
of the Dominion. Whether intentionally or
not, deception had been practised on the
people of the Dominion, and the only result
of the movement in this matter was that they
were invited to step into the old shoes of
Great Britain on this subject.

Mr. Blake said that at a previous sitting he
had given it as his opinion that in this
question of the annexation of the North-West
the Parliament was proceeding a little too
fast. Before Government proposed to pass
such an address as had been asked at that
time, Government ought to have ascertained
whether such an address would be acceptable
to the Imperial authorities. Then, too, it was
understood that there was to be a cession of
the whole territory free from the Company's

claim. According to the last dispatch of the
Colonial Secretary, it appeared that we are
not to get the whole territory, and the claims
of the Company are reserved. Again it was
said we were to settle our dispute with the
Company in our own courts; but it turned out
that it was not to be the case. Next it was
said the payment was to be a money pay-
ment, and that it would be provided for by a
guaranteed loan, but it now appeared that
that portion of the Governmental programme
had also fallen through. Again, it 'was said
there was to be an immediate cession of the
territory, but it now appeared that was not to
take place till those rights had been recog-
nized. Altogether the whole policy of the
Dominion Government had been reversed,
and either this Government had a grave
cause of quarrel with the Imperial Govern-
ment, or they had grossly misled the House.

Dr. Parker also alluded to the false position
assumed by the Dominion Government on
this point; a position which had been repu-
diated by the Imperial authorities. He regret-
ted something had not been done to open up
the North-West Territory, or at least to afford
correct information as to its resources. At
present very little was practically known
about that country. It seemed to him that in
this, as on other great public questions, the
Government had been tried and found want-
ing. From the day they entered on office to
the present time, they had throughout been
characterized as a weak, inefficient adminis-
tration. If the Union was to be maintained,
there must be an administration pursuing an
essentially difficult financial policy. The mem-
bers of the Government must not do as the
Commissioner for Public Works had
done-mislead the House on an important
point such as this. That honourable gentle-
man did not occupy the most satisfactory of
positions, and ought to be more careful of his
assertions.

Hon. Mr. McDougall, in reply to the mem-
ber for West Durham, said that on all the
points alluded to, the action of the Imperial
authorities was to be regretted; but were the
Dominion Government to blame because the
Imperial authorities had not taken the
desired action? They were not. The Gov-
ernment of the Dominion was contending for
a certain position, and it was not for them to
concede what had been asked by the Com-
pany. Were the Government of the Dominion
to be held responsible for the present failure
because they had not recognized the rights of
the Company? He thought they had rightly
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refused to do so,- and it was to be regretted
they had not been sustained by the Imperial
authorities. The experience of the Govern-
ment had been that reservations, such as
proposed by the Imperial authorities, would
act as a bar to the settlement of that region,
and therefore the Government were justified
and would be justified in protesting against
them. All that had been proposed by the
Dominion Government had been proposed in
good faith and with a desire to open up the
territory; and now a grave question arose as
to how far the Government of the Dominion
pany's propositions, for the purpose of settling
should have gone in relation to the Com-
the long pending dispute. While the policy of
the Hudson's Bay Company would be to
make the best bargain they could, it was also
the policy of the Dominion Government to
see that no such reservation were made as
would defeat the whole design of the people
and Government of Canada in regard to this
territory. As to the remarks about his posi-
tion in the Cabinet, he would reply that as
long as he believed it his duty to remain in
the Government, as long as their policy was
such as he could approve, he would remain.
The great object in view by the Cabinet, the
Consolidation of the Union, justified his ac-
tion, and under such circumstances, whether
his conduct pleaded Conservative or Clear
Grit, was a matter of indifference to him. So
long as the Government honestly carried out
their present policy, so long would he honest-
ly, fairly and heartily give them his support,
and no longer.

Hon. Mr. Holton said that, as an old col-
league of his, he would desire to see the
Commissioner of Public Works come out from
among the honourable gentlemen opposite.
(Laughter), the honourable gentleman at the
earliest moment separate himself from them,
and rehabilitate himself with that great
political party of which possibly he yet
claimed to be a member. (Hear and laughter).
But when they recollected the services the
honourable gentleman was doing that party
by remaining where he was-(hear)-con-
trary to the wishes of the supporters of the
Government, (hear, hear, no,no), no one on
his (Mr. Holton's) side of the House could for
a moment think of asking the honourable gen-
tleman to sacrifice his country by leaving
office. (Loud laughter).

The Bill was read a third time and passed.
[Mr. McDougail (Lanark North).]

EVENING SITTING,

INSURANCE BILL

Hon. Mr. Rose moved the second reading of
the Bill respecting Insurance Companies.

Hon. Mr. Holton said he objected to this
Bill-first, because he held that Parliament
could not tax insurance companies; secondly,
because assuming they had that right, there
were provisions which he thought exceeding-
ly objectionable; thirdly, because he regarded
it as partaking of the character of a forced
loan. He did not think the stockholders of
these companies should be compelled to in-
vest in any particular kind of security at par.
He did not propose to make a long speech. He
thought the time for speech making was past,
but he felt it his duty to indicate, however
briefly, his objections to the Bill. It was now
the only remaining item on the order paper.
The Government had declared their fixed
purpose to carry it. Having got it where he
wanted it, the last item, Government having
kept Parliament together for the sole purpose
of carrying it, he left the responsibility with
them, and did not propose to delay its pas-
sage through its remaining stages. As regard-
ed the point of urgency as invoked for put-
ting a measure through several stages at
once, he had failed to find in the library a
single precedent for so dealing with an ordi-
nary measure. It was only invoked with ref-
erence to measures involving the public safe-
ty, of these necessary to correct some obvious
and manifest defect of the law. In all other
cases, the unanimous consent of the House
was required for a measure passing through
several stages at once. He did not propose,
however, to ask the Speaker's decision on this
question, but would leave the whole responsi-
bility for the measure to rest upon the
Government. He would only remark that the
fact that the measure was only to take effect
from the lst August next, was sufficient to
dispense of the plea of urgency.

Mr. Mackenzie, before the BIl passed,
desired to put on record his own conviction
of its unsoundness in principle. If there was
any matter that peculiarly belongs to Local
Legislature it was the business of insurance.
As regarded one object the honourable mover
professed to have in view, the giving security
to those interested in Insurance companies,
he did not think the Bill would secure that
object. The deposit of $50,000 was no security
for their fulfilment of their liability, which in
some cases were very large. A real effective
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supervision would be of really more benefit,
and legislation in that direction, he thought
would very soon be found to be necessary.
Moreover, he did not think the subject could
be dealt with by the Legislature without a
confiict of authority which was by all means
to be deprecated. There was an injustice also
in drawing a distinction between different
classes of Companies, exempting from mak-
ing a deposit those already incorporated to do
business in the separate Provinces. He moved
in amendment that the Bill be not now read a
second time, but that in the opinion of this
House the regulation of Insurance Companies
is a subject properly within the jurisdiction
of the Provincial Legislature.

Hon. Mr. Rose said that he had met the
objection, on account of which the amend-
ment was brought, by providing that the
deposit should not be required from Com-
panies incorporated by the Legislature of any
of the Provinces to do business in that
Province alone.

Mr. Mackenzie said that a Company might
get a charter in each of the four Provinces
and thus evade the law.

Hon. Mr. Rose thought that was scarcely a
supposable case. He had endeavoured so to
frame the Bill as to profit by provisions of
similar laws in the United States. Each
Company was obliged to give a full statement
of its assets, amount of its policies, state of its
business, the securities in which its funds
were invested, etc., and if any honourable
gentleman would suggest any additional point
on which information should be required, he
would be happy to add it. It might be neces-
sary at some future time to establish a more
direct suspension of them; but at present he
thought the requiring of publicity for their
affairs and a reasonable deposit was better
security. He would rather place the responsi-
bility on the companies themselves to furnish
enough information to satisfy the public than
relieve them of the responsibility and place it
on the Government.

Mr. Cartwright suggested that the returns
should classify the policy holders according to
age between 20 and 30, between 30 and 40,
etc.

Hon. Mr. Rose thought it was better to
keep the returns as simple as possible, so long
as the information was of a nature to afford
sufficient security to the public.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau, although he would have
preferred the matter had been left to the

Local Government, still, as the measure had
been amended by the Finance Minister in
many important points, he (Mr. Chauveau)
did not like to take the responsibility of
opposing it.

Mr. Blake said that the present Bill, with
the important modifications made in it, was
really the fourth measure brought down on
this subject of insurance. He was extremely
rejoiced that the modification was to be
made, but he strongly opposed the principle
of concurrent jurisdiction contained in this
Bill. It was a most dangerous proposition.
Besides, the honourable gentleman was not
consistent with himself in his modification.
How these modifications could be reconciled
with the honourable gentleman's ideas of
high and holy public interests was more than
he (Mr. Blake) could tell. How could the
honourable gentleman reconcile it to his con-
science to leave the four Provinces entirely
unprotected by this measure.

Hon. J. H. Cameron (Peel) alluded to the
important modification made in this Bill by
the Minister of Finance in order to meet the
interests of insurance companies and the pub-
lic. He believed one million dollars would be
invested in Dominion stock as the result of
the passing of this measure, and protection
would be given the insurance companies such
as they had never before possessed.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin was convinced there were
matters connected with insurance within the
jurisdiction of that House, though there were
other matters decidedly not within their ju-
risdiction. As the Bill originally stood, it was
very objectionable; but it had been so
modified by the Government that this great
ground of objection had been removed.

Mr. Mackenzie's amendment was then put
and lost-Yeas. 5: Nays. 44.

Yeas-Messrs. Blake, Coffin, Croke, Holton,
Mackenzie. Total 5.

Nays-Messrs. Bellerose, Benoit, Blanchet,
Burton, Cameron (Peel), Campbell, Cartier,
Cartwright, Chamberlin, Chauveau, Currier,
Daoust, Desaulnier, Dufresne, Dunkin,
Fisher, Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gray. Ha-
gar, Heath, Howland, Huot, Irvine, Johnson,
Keeler, Kirkpatrick, Langevin, Lawson,
Macdonald (Sir John A.), McDonald (Mid-
dlesex), Magill, Masson (Terrebonne),
McCarthy, McDougall, Morris, Morrison
(Niagara), O'Connor, Robitaille, Rose, Ryan
(Kings, N.B.), Simard, Tilley. Total 44.
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The Bill was then read a second time, and
the House went into Committee on it, Mr.
Chamberlin in the Chair.

The Committee rose and reported the Bill.
The amendments were read a first and

second time and concurred in, and the Bill
was read a third time and passed.

FORGERY, PERJURY, ETC.

Sir J. A. Macdonald's Bill respecting
Forgery, Perjury and Intimidation, in connec-
tion with the Provincial Legislatures and
their Acts, was read a second time, passed
through Committee with amendments.

The amendments were read and concurred
in.

The Bill was then read a third time and
passed.

CANADA LIVE STOCK INSURANCE CO.

The order for the second reading of the Bill
to incorporate the Canada Live Stock In-
surance Company was discharged, and the fee
therefore of $100 to be returned, minus the
printing expenses.

RATE OF INTEREST IN NOVA SCOTIA

Hon. Mr. Campbell moved the second read-
ing of the Bill from the Senate respecting the
rate of interest in Nova Scotia.

The Bill was read a second time, and
ordered for a third reading on Friday.

Hon. Mr. MacDougall said that he desired
to reply to certain charges made by the
honourable member for Lambton against a
prominent officer of the Board of Public
Works-Mr. Page. The speech of the honour-
able gentleman containing these charges had
been very fully reported in a Western news-
paper, (The Globe) and an article containing
strong editorial comments-comments not at
all justifiable-followed the speech. As he
(Mr. MacD.) had previously stated, he did not
feel it his special duty to enter into a defence
of all the matters charged by the honourable
member, because, in the first place, he (Mr.
MacD.) had not personally a knowledge of
the details; and secondly, because he was not
chief of the officer in question at the time
covered by these charges. But on coming into
office, knowing no reason to the contrary, he
had extended his confidence to Mr. Page, and
that confidence, he firmly believed, had not
been misplaced. He Mr. MacD.) had directed
that a full explanation of the charges pre-

ferred against that officer should be prepared
for submission to Parliament and to the coun-
try. He had to-day examined that statement
and arrived at the conclusion, in which he
believed the House would join, that so far as
Mr. Page was concerned, nothing blame-
worthy could be laid to his charge. (Hear,
hear.) With respect to these public buildings
there was much to complain of. There had
been many mistakes, and clearly some one
was to blame, not only for the adoption of a
plan unsuited to our climate, but for the
estimates and contracts as originally agreed
upon. It was unnecessary for his present
purpose to express any opinion as to where
the blame lay; but he would say that as far
as Mr. Page was concerned, he was not
consulted, and had given no advice upon
these points. The charges preferred by the
honourable member for Lambton, all arose
out of sundry changes and alterations made
after the buildings were completed. Mr. Page
was the Chief Engineer of the Public Works
Department. It was no part of his duty to
advise upon questions of architecture, but
from his high character, acknowledged ability
and honesty, the Government had assigned
him the duty of coming to Ottawa to superin-
tend the work under the second contract, and
to fit the public buildings for the reception of
the Legislature. An Order-in-Council was
passed giving him additional remuneration
for that work. It was against his wishes that
this additional and difficult task was imposed
upon him; but he felt it his duty to obey the
directions of the Government. As the employ-
ment was not of Mr. Page's seeking, he (Mr.
MacD.) submitted that if there was anything
wrong in the matter of additional salary, the
Government and not Mr. Page, ought to be
blamed. As head of the Department of Public
Works, he (Mr. MacD.) felt bound to see that
all the subordinates in that Department had
fair play, when charged with misconduct. He
would not stop to enquire into their history,
or the political party they belonged to, but
would contend that in every case there
should be a hearing and investigation into the
specific charges made before Judgment.
(Hear, hear.) He would now furnish a specific
answer to the several allegations made in the
speech of the member for Lambton, and if
this did not satisfy the honourable member it
would be for him to consider whether lie
ought not to strike a committee next Session
to investigate the matter fully, and to take
the opinion of disinterested persons of the
requisite professional skill on the points in
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dispute. The principle of valuation adopted
by Mr. Mackenzie is entirely wrong inas-
much as he has admittedly applied the
schedule rates to works of a wholly different
and more expensive cliaracter than any pro-
vided for in the schedule, or embraced in the
contract. This statement does not admit of a
doubt, as any man of common sense can
satisfy himself by the most casual inspection
that the elaborate tracery screens across the
corridors, and those in front of the retiring
rooms and post office, have no type in any
class of work to which the contract schedule
could with any degree of fairness be applied.
Still, Mr. Mackenzie may have thought him-
self justified in adopting this erroneous meth-
od, from his not being familiar with works of
this class. But it is difficult, on a like basis, to
account for the great difference which exists
between the v a l u a t i o n made by Mr.
Mackenzie, and the prices actually paid for
those items of additional work to which the
schedule rates were applicable, and to which
they were consequently applied.

In considering the prices fixed for the
different pieces of work, it should not be lost
sight of that many of them were executed
under exceptional circumstances, which, in
some cases, enhanced their cost. It is not
meant by this that any apology whatever is
necessary for the arrangements made; but,
that in order to ascertain the fair value of
any work, the time and manner in which it
was executed has, or ought to have, an im-
portant bearing upon the question.

For example-the bulk of the works
enumerated in the first account, were only
authorized in March, 1866, and had to be
fully finished in time for the meeting of
Parliament in the early part of May. Indeed
it was then anticipated that a meeting might
take place as early as the middle of April.

In the latter end of February, 1867, when
the alterations necessary to prepare for the
reception of the Confederate Parliament, and
other works embraced in the second account,
were authorized, it was understood that a
meeting of the House might take place some
time in April, immediately on the arrival of
the Delegates from England.

It will thus be seen that in both cases the
works had to be proceeded with and pushed
on as fast as possible, in order to be complet-
ed in due season. In the first instance (1866)
the contractor was then actively engaged in
carrying out the works embraced in his con-
tract, and the order for additional work
necessitated his making great exertions to

obtain a sufficient number of a proper class of
workmen, and in some cases night work had
to be resorted to. Mr. MacDougall remarked,
in conclusion, that it was evident from these
details that the member for Lambton had
made but a very cursory examination of the
subject on which he had spoken so posîtively,
and he advised the honourable gentleman to
be more careful in future-to be sure of his
information-before he ventured to assail a
public officer, whose reputation for honesty
and devotion to duty in most difficult and
responsible positions, had never been ques-
tioned. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. Mackenzie replied at some length, ex-
amining the answers made in his statement
seriatim, and asserting that the explanations
did not in the slightest degree affect the
correctness of his statement, that the works
alluded to had been paid for at most extrava-
gant rates. He added, that in the first week of
next session, he would move for a Committee,
before whom he was prepared to substantiate
all the charges he had brought, and a great
deal more. (Mr. Mackenzie's reply will also
be sent by mail to accompany the statement
submitted by Mr. MacDougall.)

Sir J. A. Macdonald moved that the House
adjourn until Friday at 11 o'clock.

MORE PAY FOR VOLUNTEER OFFICERS

Hon. Mr. Holton asked what would be the
business for Friday.

Sir G. E. Cartier said an address would be
moved to place at the disposal of the Gov-
ernment an additional $10,000 to enable the
Government to pay the officers of volunteer
militia during this year, until Parliament re-
assembled, 50 cents per day additional to
what was provided in the Bull which had
passed both Houses. A message would be
brought down giving the consent of the
Crown to the address.

Mr. Mackenzie said this seemed to him a
most extraordinary proposition. The motions
which had been carried against the Minister
of Militia had saved several thousands of
dollars, quite enough to obviate any necessity
for applying for an additional sum of $10,000.

Sir John A. Macdonald said it had been felt
that it was a degradation to make officers
receive by Act of Parliament simply the same
rate as privates, and in order to remove that
natural feeling the Minister of Militia simply
desired to ask the House to allow that during
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the sixteen days drill the officers should get
one dollar instead of 50¢ per day. No portion
of the money already voted would of course
go to this additional grant.

Hon. Mr. Holton said the duty of the
Minister of Militia in moving a vote of want
of confidence in himself, which he had just
done, was a most disagreeable and humiliat-
ing one, and was fitly postponed till the last
moment after four-fifths of the members had
left, with the full understanding that there
was no more business on the order papers.
The honourable gentleman had carried the
scheme through the House in its integrity,
and yet he now comes down and says that on
Friday next he wants a revision of the Bill.

[Sir John A. Macdonald (Kingston).]

DEBATES May 20, 1868

Mr. Chamberlin thought the honourable
gentleman ought to thank the Minister of
Militia for what he proposed to do.

Mr. Blake did not think so, and felt that
the change about to be made was one a full
House would not have sanctioned.

Dr. Parker said it was most unfair that the
Government should deal in this way with the
House. The Government proceeding was most
improper and unjustifiable.

Sir G. E. Cartier gave notice of his resolu-
tion.

The House adjourned at a quarter to 12
o'clock, till Il a.m. on Friday.



HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, May 22, 1868

FORENOON SITTING

The Speaker took the Chair at 11 o'clock.

MEMBERS PRESENT

Twenty-three members were present be-
sides the Speaker, namely: Sir John A. Mac-
donald, Sir George Cartier, Messrs. Tilley,
McDougall, Langevin, J. H. Cameron, Gray,
Kirkpatrick, Chauveau, Dunkin, Grant,
Currier, A. Morrison, Simpson, Fortin,
Shanly, Simard, Wright, Burton, Savary,
Heath, Campbell, and Fisher.

PAY OF VOLUNTEER OFFICERS

Sir G. E. Cartier, with reference to the
notice of motion he has given for an addi-
tional appropriation of ten thousand dollars
to pay the volunteer officers one dollar, in-
stead of fifty cents for each day's drill, said
the Government had ascertained that the mi-
litia appropriation already made was suffi-
cient to pay this additional fifty cents,
without asking a special appropriation. He
would not, therefore, move for the address.

Mr. Savary expressed his regret that the
amount to be paid to volunteer officers was
still so small.

RATE OF INTEREST IN
NOVA SCOTIA

The orders of the day being read,
For second reading the Bill from the Sen-

ate relating to the rate of interest in Nova
Scotia, Mr. Campbell, who had charge of the
Bill, did not proceed with it.

Sir John A. Macdonald announced that His
Excellency would come down to prorogue
Parliament at two o'clock.

The House then adj ourned till a quarter to
two.

At two o'clock p.m. His Excellency the
Governor-General proceeded in state to the
Chamber of the Senate, in the Parliament
Buildings. The members of Senate being as-

sembled, His Excellency was pleased to com-
mand the attendance of the House of Com-
mons, and that House being present, the
following Bils were assented to in Her
Majesty's name by His Excellency the Gov-
ernor-General, viz:-

Act to define privileges, immunities and
powers of the Senate and House of Commons,
and to give summary protection to persons
employed in the publication of Parliamentary
papers.

Act providing for the organization of the
Department of Secretary of State for Canada,
and for the management of Indian and
Ordnance lands.

Act respecting currency.
Act respecting inquiries concerning public

matters.
Act to regulate and restrict contingent

charges in the departments of public service,
and to establish a stationery office.

Act respecting commissions and oaths of
allegiance and offices.

Act for continuing the Parliament of
Canada in case of the demise of the Crown.

Act respecting security to be given by
officers in Canada.

Act to enable Her Majesty to provide for
the widow and children of the late Hon. T. D.
McGee.

Act for the organization of Department of
Marine and Fisheries of Canada.

Act respecting accessories and abettors of
indictable offences.

Act to authorize the carrying of gas pipes
across the river Niagara, in order to facilitate
the lighting of the town of Clifton with gas.

Act to incorporate Clifton Suspension
Bridge Co.

Act to amend Acts relating to Niagara
District Bank.

Act respecting Department of Justice.
Act to amend an Act entituled an Act

respecting the Statutes of Canada.
Act to enable banks in any part of Canada

to use notes of the Dominion instead of using
notes of their own.

Act respecting aliens and naturalization.
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Act to confirm the amalgamation of the
Commercial Bank of Canada and Merchants'
Bank, and to amend and consolidate Acts of
incorporation of said Banks.

Act respecting the Navigation of the
Canadian waters.

Act respecting the Geological Survey of
Canada.

Act respecting penitentiaries and directors
thereof and for other purposes.

Act to impose a duty on foreign reprints of
British Copyright Works.

Act respecting the inspection of Steamboats
and for greater safety to passengers by them.

Act respecting Consolidated Revenue Fund.
Act constituting the Department of Inland

Revenue.
Act constituting the Department of Cus-

toms.
Act to annex a portion of the Seigniory of

Belair to the County of Quebec, and another
portion thereof to the County of Portneuf.

Act for the better security of Crown and
Government.

Act respecting persons in custody charged
with High Treason or Felony.

Act respecting the Civil Service of Canada.
Act for the organization of the Department

of Agriculture.
Act to confirm a certain By-law passed by

the directors of Lake Memphremagog Navi-
gation Co., and for other purposes.

Act to incorporate the Canada Shipping
Company.

Act to declare certain persons therein men-
tioned indemnified for having sat and voted
as members of the House of Commons, while
holding certain offices under the Crown.

Act to incorporate the Merchants' Express
Co., Dominion of Canada.

Act respecting Riots and Riotous Assem-
blies.

Act to amend the Act to provide for the
Improvement and Management of the Har-
bour of Quebec, and Act amending same.

Act to make provision for defraying the
expenses of certain works and fortifications
required for the defence of the Dominion.

Act respecting Governor-General, Civil
List, and salaries of certain public functionar-
ies.

Act to amend Acts relating to the Canada
West Farmérs' Mutual and Stock Insurance

Co., and to change the name of the Co. to
Canada Farmers' Mutual Insurance Co.

Act to increase excise duty on spirits, to
impose excise duty on refined petroleum, and
provide for inspection thereof.

Act respecting militia and defence of the
Dominion of Canada.

Act to provide' for oaths to witnesses being
administered in certain cases for purposes of
either House of Parliament.

Act to incorporate the Canadian Lake
Underwriters' Association.

Act respecting the internal economy of the
House of Commons and for other purposes.

Act for regulation of fishing and protection
of fisheries.

Act respecting Northern Railway of
Canada.

Act relating to lighthouses, buoys and bea-
cons.

Act respecting treatment and relief of sick
and distressed mariners.

Act respecting certain penalties in respect
of stamp duties.

Act respecting Canada Vine Growers'
Association.

Act respecting the Police of Canada.
Act for further securing the independence

of Parliament.
Act relating to quarantine and public

health.
Act respecting fishing by foreign vessels.
Act respecting the manufacture or importa-

tion of copper coins or tokens.
Act to incorporate the Stratford Board of

Trade.
Act to amend an Act of the present session

entituled, "Act imposing duties of Customs
with the Tariff of duties payable under it.?

Act to incorporate the Bank of Agriculture.
Act to continue for a limited time several

Acts therein mentioned.
Act respecting the commencement of cer-

tain Acts of this session therein mentioned.
Act for better securing the payment of the

duty imposed on Tobacco manufactured in
Canada.

Act respecting Railways.
Act to amend an Act for the incorporation

of the North-West Navigation and Railway
Company.

Act respecting copyrights.
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Act respecting Trade Marks and Industrial
Designs.

Act respecting Harbour Police.
Act respecting Insurance Companies.
Act respecting forgery, perjury, and intimi-

dation in connection with the Provincial
Legislatures and Their Acts.

Act to provide for taking evidence in
Canada in relation to civil and commercial
matters pending before Courts of Justice in
any other of Her Majesty's dominions, or
before foreign tribunals.

After which His Excellency was pleased to
reserve the following Bills for the significa-
tion of Her Majesty's pleasure thereon.

An Act respecting treaty between Her
Majesty and the United States of America for
the apprehension and surrender of certain
offenders.

An Act to fix the salary of the Governor-
General.

An Act for the relief of James Frederick
Whiteaves.

The Hon. Speaker of the House of Com-
mons addressed His Excellency the Gover-
nor-General as follows:-

May it please Your Excellency,
The Commons of Canada have voted the supplies

required to enable our Government to defray the
expenses of the public service. In the name of the
Commons I present to Your Excellency a Bill
intitled-"An Act for granting to Her Majesty
certain sums of money required for defraying
certain expenses of the public service for the
financial years ending respectively the 30th day of
June, 1868 and 30th day of June, 1869, and for other
purposes relating to the Public Service," to which I
humbly request Your Excellency's assent.

To this Bill the Royal assent was signified
in the following words:-In Her Majesty's

name His Excellency, the Governor-General,
thanks Her loyal subjects, and accepts their
benevolence, and assents to this Bill.

After which His Excellency, the Gover-
nor-General was pleased to close the first
Session of the first Parliament of the Do-
minion with the following Speech:-
Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate,
Gentlemen of the House of Commons:--

I am glad to be enabled to release you froni
further attendance to your duties in Parliament.
The Acts which you have passed for remodelling
the Militia force of the Dominion and securing the
defence of your territory will, I trust, accomplish
the objects which you desire to obtain. I hope the
measures which have been adopted for regulating
the fiscal system of the Dominion will tend to the
promotion of commercial enterprise and to the
stability of the public credit. I congratulate you on
the passage of Acts by which the Executive De-
partments of the Dominion have been organized,
and their efficiency provided for. I must express
my regret that the measures for the assimilation of
the criminal law of the several Provinces of the
Dominion, which were submitted by my direction
to Parliament, have not been presented for the
sanction of the Crown.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons:-
I thank you for the provision you have made for

the public service, and I am satisfied it will be
applied with due regard to efficiency and economy.
Honourable -Gentlemen and Gentlemen:-

I rejoice that I am in a position to congratulate
you on the general prosperity which prevails
throughout the Dominion, and I feel assured on
your return to your homes you will exert yourself
in promoting obedience to the laws, and inculcating
attachment to the free institutions under which it
is your happiness to live.

The Speaker of the Senate then said:-

Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate and of the
House of Commons:-

It is His Excellency the Governor-General's wish
and pleasure that this Parliament be prorogued
until Wednesday, first day of July next, to be here
held, and this Parliament is accordingly prorogued
until Wednesday, ist day of July next.

May 22, 1868
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Abbott. J. J. C. (Argenteuil, Que.)
Canals, Sunday closing

Address to Governor General, 686, 687
Carillon and Grenville, qu., 145

Commercial Bank and Merchants' Bank amalgamation, Bill to confirm, 488, 587
Doctor Girdwood, 509
House of Commons, jurisdiction, 462, 463
Incorporated Companies Bill, 668
Judges, Province of Quebec, 421
Lieutenant Governors' salaries, appointment, 486
Petition against return, 93, 139, 341

Accessories and Abefiors of Indictable Offences Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
N. of intro., 425; intro., 442; 2r., com., 570; 3r., passed, 573; R.A., 761

Act of Laie Province of Canada 25 Vic. Cap. 72 (Bill to amend)
Sir John A. Macdonald, 2r., 643; 3r., passed, 645

Act to Continue Several Acis for a Limited Time
R.A., 762

Address in Reply to Governor General's speech
7-79, 91
Consideration tomorrow, moved (Sir John A. Macdonald), agreed to, 6
Motion for address in reply to Governor General's speech moved by Hon. Charles

Fisher (York, N.B.), seconded Mr. L. L. L. Desaulnier (St. Maurice, Quebec),
7, 8

Motion for consideration moved by Sir John A. Macdonald (Kingston, Ont.),
7; agreed to, 7
Amendment not moved, explanation (Mr. Howe), 23
Amendment not necessary (Sir John A. Macdonald), 23
Speakers:

Anglin 76, 77
Bellerose, 42; Bodwell, 63-5; Blake, 23-6
Cameron, M. C., 51; Campbell, 28; Carmichael, 65; Cartwright, 26; 27; Chipman,

28; Croke, 33
Desaulnier, 8
Fisher, 7, 8; Forbes, 60-2; Forkin, 47

765
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Address in Reply-Cont.
Gray, 29-32
Harrison, 47-50; Howe, 10-3
Joly, 63; Jones, Alfred, 32, 33; Jones, Francis, 63
Mackenzie, 35-7; McDonald, E. M., 51-60; McDonald, Hugh, 20, 21; McGee,

66-76; McKeagney, 20; McLellan, 42-7; Morris, 27
Oliver, 65, 66
Parker, 50, 51
Rymal, 62
Savary, 28, 29; Smith, 27, 28
Tupper, 13-20, 41, 42
Wright, 60
Young, 47

Advertising
Patronage, 495

Agriculture Depariment, Bill. Mr. Langevin
2r., 706; 3r., passed, 707, 708; R.A., 762

Agriculture, Immigration and Statistics Department
Estimates, 495

Aliens and Naturalization Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
2r., 643; com., 660, 661; R.A., 761

Anglin, Hon. T. W. (Gloucester, N.B.)
Address in reply, 76, 77
Agriculture Department Bill, 708
Agriculture Department estimates, 495
American silver, tariff, 282
Arms Bill, 310
Banks and Dominion notes Bill, 402, 446, 447
Charitable institutions arrears, 679
Commissions and Oaths of Allegiance and of Office Bill, 449
Confederation, 76, 77
Confederation Act, amount paid delegates going to England to promote passage

of, qu., 154, 166
Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, 563
Currency Bill, 401
Customs collection appropriation, 633
Customs Department estimates, 493
Customs tariff, 601, 603, 604
Divorce Bills, dealing by the House, 641
Estimates, disapprobation, 239
Excise duty, resolutions, 264, 278
Financial statement, 216, 234, 295
Fisheries, Sea and Inland Navigation, appointment of special committee, 442
Foreign Aggressions Act, 331
Grand Trunk Arrangements Act of 1862, Bill to amend, 220
Habeas Corpus Act, suspension, 158, 160
Hops, tariff, 441
Intercolonial Railway Bill, 313, 314
Interest rate, Government loans, deposits Bank of Montreal, 710, 711
Justice, estimates for administration, 501
Justices of the Peace, appointment, 124
Lieutenant-Governors' salaries, 675
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Anglin, Hon. T. W.-Cont.
M. res. expenses from com. on Supply be referred to con. of Ways and Means,

243, 244
McGee, Hon. Thomas D'Arcy death, 479, 480
Militia Bill, 679
Nova Scotia sentiments on Confederation, res., 591, 592
Penitentiaries Bill, 415
Ports, of New Brunswick, Gulf of St. Lawrence and Bay Chaleurs, improvement,

qu., 105, 131
Public Works Bill, 305
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporating with Dominion of Canada,

187, 208, 209
Senate contingencies in estimates, 502
Senate, persons from N.B. declining seats; Ministry intention to claims of Catholics,

qu., 92
Spirits, Bill to increase duty and provide inspection, 708-10
Tariff res., 267

Animals, Cruelty to, Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
2r., 706; 3r., passed, 707

Apprehension and Detention of Persons Suspected of Committing Acis of Hostility
Againsi Her Majesty's Person and Government, Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
Intro., 108; 3r., passed, 166

Archibald, Hon. A. G.
Resignation as Secretary of State for the Provinces, 8, 444

Armed Forces, see Militia

Arns, Unlawful Training of Persons in Use and Practice, Bill. Sir G. E. Cartier
2r., 309-11

Ashburton Treaty, see Extradition Treaty

Asylums
Criminal lunatie, 502

Ault, Samuel (Stormont, Ont.)
Bank of Montreal, liquidating indebtedness, qu., 145
Canal, Point Iroquois, drainage, qu., 667

Baldwin, Late Hon. Robert
Government steps for procuring Sculpture, qu. (Mr. Beaty), 437

Bank Notes, see Currency

Bank of Agriculture, Bill to Incorporate. Mr. Macfarlane, Mr. White
Intro., 508; 2r., 661; 3r., passed, 667

Bank of Hastings, Bill to Incorporate. Mr. Read
Intro., 199; 2r., com. Banking and Commerce, 284

Bank of Upper Canada Bill (settlement of affairs). Mr. Street, Mr. J. H. Cameron
Intro., 107; 2r., 134, 154; Ref. com. Banking and Commerce 154; petitions, 161,

177; coin., 283; 3r., passed, 287
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Banking and Commerce Committee
First report presented, quorum reduced to nine, 107
Member changes, 169, 534, 583

Banking and Currency Select Committee
Appointments, 447, 483, 484, 692

Banking Bill. Mr. Rose
2r., 411-13

Bankruptcy and Insolvency Commitiee
Appointed, inquire into and report, 87, 88; Quorum Five, 169

Banks Act. Mr. Rose
Bill respecting collection and management of revenue, auditing of Public accounts,

N. of M., Intro., 229, 302; 2r., 330; 3r., passed, 333

Banks and Banking
Bank of Montreal

Accounts with Government, qu. (Mr. Parker), 285
Government patronage, 466
Issue of Provincial notes, mode of conducting public accounts, M. (Mr. Holton)

for papers, 82
Liquidating indebtedness, qu. (Mr. McConkey), 134; qu. (Mr. Ault), 145

Bank of Upper Canada
Allowance paid but not credited to the late Province of Canada, qu. (Mr. Young),

408, 418
Statement and correspondence, amount due Government, M. (Mr. Oliver) for

papers, 188, 221
Banking institutions, tax received, average circulation, qu. (Mr. Connel), 167, 179
Charters and system, qu. (Mr. Morris), 385
Establish general system or change in legal tender notes, qu. (Mr. O'Connor), 132
Financial statement, government supervision, 213, 214
Interest charged, 330
Postal Savings Banks, 334, 335
Shareholders in several banks, qu. (Mr. Mackenzie), 348

Banks in any part of Canada to Use Dominion Notes Instead of Their Own, Bill.
Mr. Rose
N. of Intro., 343; Res., 401; com., 444-47, 557; 3r., passed, 569; R.A., 761

Banks in The Province of Nova Scotia, Bill. Mr. Savary, Mr. A. G. Jones
Intro., 618; 2r., ref. com. Banking and Currency, 692

Banque du Peuple, Bill to Continue and Extend Charter. Mr. Dorion
408

Beaty, James (Toronto City E,, Ont.)
Baldwin, late Hon. Robert, government steps for procuring sculpture, qu., 437
Excise duty, res., 275
Justice, estimates for administration, 501
Militia, fortifications in Montreal and other cities, 655
Postal Service Bill, 336
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporation with Dominion of Canada,

245

Bechard, Francois (Iberville, Que.)
Silver coin, removal of depreciated value, qu., 583
Tobacco, excise duty, 309
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Belair, Seigniory of, Bill. Mr. Chauveau
2r., com., 442, 640; 3r., passed, 668; R.A., 762

Bellerose, J. H. (Laval, Que.)
Address in Reply, 42
American silver, tariff, 281
Confederation, 42
Divorce Bills, dealing with by House, 641
Governor General and Civil Service salaries, 613
Isle of Jesus, roads, cost, qu., 92
Isle of Jesus, Turnpike Road Company, M. for papers, 116
Members' Indemnity and Speakers' Salaries Act, Bill to amend, 531
Militia Bill, 537, 679
Parliamentary Staffs, economics, 515
Question of Order, 750
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporation with Dominion of Canada,

248, 249
Timber, on Navigable Rivers of the Dominion, Bill, 91, 101, 134, 148, 149

Benoit, Basile (Chambly, Que.)
Journal de Sorel, accounts with Government, M. for papers, 726

Benson, Hon. J. R. (Lincoln, Ont.)
Senate appointment, 351
Tariff, res., 266
Welland Canal completion, qu., 39

Bertrand, C. F. A. (Temiscouata, Que.)
Intercolonial Railway route, petition, 161
Reserved Indian lands, sale of, qu., 110

Bills, See also titles of particular bills
Accessories and abettors of indictable offences. Sir John A. Macdonald
Act of the late Province of Canada 25 Vic. cap., 72, to amend. Sir John A. Macdonald
Agriculture Department, for organization. Mr. Langevin
Aliens and Naturalization. Sir John A. Macdonald
Animals, cruelty to. Sir John A. Macdonald
Apprehension and detention of persons suspected of committing acts of hostility

against Her Majesty's person and Government. Sir John A. Macdonald
Arms, unlawful training of persons in use and practice. Sir G. E. Cartier
Bank of Agriculture, to incorporate. Mr. Macfarlane, Mr. White
Bank of Hastings, to incorporate. Mr. Read
Bank of Upper Canada. (settlement of affairs). Mr. Street, Mr. J. H. Cameron
Banking. Mr. Rose
Banks Act. Mr. Rose
Banks in any part of Canada, to use Dominion Notes instead of their own. Mr. Rose
Banks in the Province of Nova Scotia. Mr. Savary, Mr. A. G. Jones
Banque du Peuple, continue and extend Charter. Mr. Dorion
Belair, Seigniory of, portion annexed to County of Quebec, portion to County of

Portneuf. Mr. Chauveau
British Copyright Books, Bill authorizing Governor-in-Council to fix rates of duty.

Mr. Tilley
Canada Live Stock Insurance Company, to incorporate. Mr. Carling
Canada Mutual Life Insurance-Company, to incorporate. Mr. Carling
Canada Shipping Company, to incorporate. Mr. Holton, Mr. Workman
Canada Vine Growers' Association. Mr. O'Connor
Canada West Farmers' Mutual and Stock Insurance Company Act, to amend and to

change the name of the Company to Canada Farmers' Mutual Insurance Company.
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Bills-Cont.
Canadian Inland Steam Navigation Company. (amend and consolidate several Acts).

Mr. Morris
Canadian Lake Underwriters' Association, to incorporate. Mr. Morrison
Canadian Mutual Life Insurance Company, to incorporate. Mr. Harrison
Capital Punishment. Mr. Morris
Civil Service of Canada. Mr. Rose
Civil Service Building and Savings Society. Mr. Howland
Clifton, Gas Pipes across Niagara River to light town, authorization Bill
Clifton Suspension Bridge Company, to incorporate. Mr. Shanly
Coal, measurement and loading. Mr. Brousseau
Commercial Bank of Canada and Merchants' Bank amalgamation, to confirm.

Mr. Abbott, Mr. Holton
Commercial Bank of Canada, amdt. Sir John A. Macdonald
Commissions and Oaths of Allegiance and of Office. Sir John A. Macdonald
Consolidated Revenue Fund. Mr. Rose
Contingent Charges in the Departments of Public Service, to regulate, restrict, and

to establish a stationery office, Mr. Rose
Contingencies of Departments. Mr. Rose
Copper Coins or Tokens, importation or manufacture. Sir John A. Macdonald
Copyright Works, British duty on foreign reprints, to impose.
Copyrights. Mr. McDougall
Counties of Joliette and Berthier, to change the limits for election purposes.

Mr. Godin
Criminal Cases, procedure. Sir John A. Macdonald
Criminal Law. Sir John A. Macdonald
Crown and Government, for better security. Sir John A. Macdonald
Currency. Mr. Rose
Customs Department, to constitute. Mr. Tilley
Customs Duties Act, amdt. Mr. Tilley
Customs, Revenue, collection and protection. Mr. Tilley
Elections, Controverted, trial of. Sir John A. Macdonald
Enquiries concerning public matters. Sir John A. Macdonald
Evidence in Canada in relation to civil and commercial matters pending before

Courts of Justice in any other of Her Majesty's Dominions or before Foreign
Tribunals. Sir John A. Macdonald

Excise Duty, to increase on spirits, to impose on refined petroleum and provide
for inspection. Mr. Howland

Extradition Treaty Extension. Sir John A. Macdonald
Fishing and protection of Fisheries regulation. Sir John A. Macdonald
Fishing by foreign vessels. Sir John A. Macdonald
Foreign Aggressions Act. Sir G. E. Cartier
Foreign Aggressors Apprehension. Sir John A. Macdonald
Forgery. Sir John A. Macdonald
Fortification, works for defense of Dominion, to provide for defraying expenses.

Sir G. E. Cartier
Geological Survey of Canada. Mr. Rose
Governor-General, Civil List, and salaries of certain Public Functionaries. Mr. Rose
Governor-General's salary, to fix. Mr. Dufresne
Grand Trunk Arrangements Act 1862, to amend. Mr. Irvine, Mr. Shanly, Mr. Drew
Harbour Police
House of Commons, certain persons indeninified for having sat and voted as

Members, while holding certain offices under the Crown, to declare. Sir John A.
Macdonald

House of Commons, internal economy of and for other purposes. Sir John A.
Macdonald

Incorporated Companies. Mr. Abbott
Independence of Parliament, further securing. Sir John A. Macdonald
Inland Revenue Department, to constitute. Mr. Rose, Mr. Howland
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Bills-Cont.
Inquiries concerning Public Matters. Sir John A. Macdonald
Insolvency. Sir John A. Macdonald
Insurance Companies. Mr. Rose
Intercolonial Railway. Sir John A. Macdonald, Sir G. E. Cartier
Interest Rate in Nova Scotia. Mr. Campbell
Interest rate, to limit. Mr. Godin
Interpretation and Construction of the Statutes. Sir John A. Macdonald
Justice Department. Sir John A. Macdonald
Justices of the Peace, duties out of Sessions in regard to persons charged with

indictable offenses. Sir John A. Macdonald
Justices of the Peace, duties out of Sessions in relation to summary convictions.

Sir John A. Macdonald
Juvenile Offenders, more speedy trial and punishment. Sir John A. Macdonald
Lake Memphramagog Navigation Company, to confirm a certain By-law passed by

Directors. Mr. Colby
Larceny and other similar Offences. Sir John A. Macdonald
Lighthouses, buoys and beacons, relating to. Sir John A. Macdonald
Local Legislature members being disqualified from sitting or voting in Senate

or House of Commons. Mr. Mills
London Board of Trade, legalize certain appointments. Mr. Carling
Malicious injuries to Property. Sir John A. Macdonald
Marine and Fisheries Department, to organize. Sir John A. Macdonald
Mariners, relief of sick and distressed. Sir John A. Macdonald
McGee, late Hon. Thomas D'Arcy, to provide for the widow and children. Sir

John A. Macdonald
Members' Indemnity and Speakers' Salaries Act amdt. Mr. Chamberlin
Members, indemnity and Speakers' salaries. Sir John A. Macdonald
Merchants' Express Company of the Dominion of Canada, to incorporate. Mr.

Morrison
Militia and Defence of the Dominion of Canada. Sir G. E. Cartier
Navigation of Canadian Waters. Sir John A. Macdonald
Niagara District Bank Act amdt. Mr. Street
Niagara Falls Gas Company. Mr. Street
North-West Navigation and Railway Company, Act for incorporation amdt. Mr.

Simpson, Mr. Rose
Northern Railway of Canada. Mr. Howland
Oath of Allegiance. Sir John A. Macdonald
Oaths to witnesses being administered in certain cases for the purpose of either

House of Parliament. Sir John A. Macdonald
Offences against the Person. Sir John A. Macdonald
Offences relating to Coin. Sir John A. Macdonald
Offences relating to the Code. Sir John Macdonald
Ottawa and St. Lawrence Railway Company, to incorporate.
Outlawry and attainder. Sir John A. Macdonald
Parliament, Houses and Members. Sir John A. Macdonald
Parliament, privileges defined Sir John A. Macdonald
Parliament of Canada, continuing in case of the demise of the Crown. Sir John A.

Macdonald
Patents for Inventions, to amend Consolidated Statutes of Canada, Chapter 34.

Mr. L. H. Masson, Mr. McDougall
Penitentiaries and directors. Sir John A. Macdonald
Perjury. Sir John A. Macdonald
Persons in custody charged with High Treason or Felony.
Poisons, to regulate sale. Sir John A. Macdonald
Police of Canada. Sir John A. Macdonald
Postal Service, regulation.
Promissory Notes and Bills of Exchange duties. Mr. Rose
Provincial Legislatures, forgery, perjury and intimidation. Sir John A. Macdonald
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Bills-Cont.
Public Works. Mr. McDougall
Quarantine and Public Health. Mr. Langevin
Quebec Harbour Act, amdt. Mr. Rose
Railways. Sir G. E. Cartier
Railways and Canals, better traffic regulations. Mr. Macfarlane
Removal of persons in custody charged with treason or felony. Sir John A.

Macdonald
Revenue, Auditing Public Accounts, Public Accountants. Mr. Rose
Richelieu and Pasumsic Railway and Navigation Company, to incorporate. Mr.

Chamberlin
Riots and Riotous Assemblies. Sir John A. Macdonald
Riots near Public Works. Sir John A. Macdonald
St. Lawrence and Ottawa Railway Company, to incorporate. Mr. John Crawford
Secretary of State administration of Indian and Ordnance Lands, amdt. Mr.

Langevin
Security by Officers of Canada. Sir John A. Macdonald
Sick and Disabled Seamen and River Police. Mr. Rose
Speaker of the House, permission to call another member temporarily to the Chair.

Sir John A. Macdonald
Stamp duties penalties. Mr. Rose
Statutes of Canada 31, Vic., Cap. 1, amdt. Mr. Mills
Statutes of Canada, Consolidation, amdt. Mr. Mills
Steamboats, inspection and safety of passengers. Sir John A. Macdonald
Stratford Board of Trade, to incorporate. Mr. Redford
Supply fiscal years 1867-8, 1868-9. Mr. Rose
Sydenham River, facilitate removal obstructions to navigation. Mr. Mills
Timber, rafting on Navigable Rivers of Dominion. Mr. Bellerose
Tobacco, manufactured in Canada, securing payment of duties. Mr. Howland
Trade Marks and Industrial Designs. Mr. Langevin
Trust and Loan Company of Upper Canada, to confirm certain deeds. Sir John A.

Macdonald
United Church of England and Ireland Synod. Mr. J. H. Cameron
Weights and measures uniformity. Mr. L. H. Masson
Whiteaves, F. J., for relief of. Mr. Workman

Bills Private
Time for receiving petitions be extended. Mr. Macfarlane, 283

Blake, Edward (Durham West, Ont.)
Address in Reply, 23-6
Banking Bill, 411
Bank of Upper Canada Bill, 287
Canada Live Stock Insurance Company, 724
Civil Service salaries, 613-4
Commissions and Oaths of Allegiance and of Offices Bill, 449
Confederation, 23-6
Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, 563
Court of Appeal establishment, qu., 566
Crown and Government better security Bill, 570
Currency Bill, 358
Customs Duties Bill, 733
District of Algoma letters or circulars to electors by late Commissioner of Crown

Lands, M. for papers, 116
Dominion Stock Sales, correspondence Minister of Finance and Bank of Montreal,

438, 439
Elections, Controverted, trial Bill, 360
Elections Huntingdon, Montmorency and Restigouche, warrants, orders etc., M.

for papers, 350
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Blake, Edward-Cont.
Estimates, detailed statement not supplied, disapprobation motion seconded, 235,

237, 238
Extradition Treaty Extension Bill, 357
Financial Statement, 214
Fisheries, bounty system discontinuance, 632
Galt. Hon. A. T. resignation Minister of Finance, 26
Government, Dominion jurisdiction, 163, 463, 623
Governor General's salary, 613, 614, 626
Governor's Secretaries appropriation, 486
Habeas Corpus Act suspension, 158
Hospitals, marine and immigrant, Quebec, 508
Independence of Parliament Bill, 734, 739-41
Inland Revenue Department Bill, 303
Insolvency Bill, 744
Insurance companies, licensing, 733
Insurance Companies Bill, 757
Intercolonial Railway location, construction, 348
Judges, salaries, 497, 498
Judges, County Court of Ontario statement, 221
Judges, Quebec, Province of, 420
Justice, estimates for administration, 499, 500
Lamirande extradition, M. for papers, 39
Lieutenant-Governors, salaries, appointment, 485
Local Ministers sitting in the House of Commons, 104, 105, 121, 140-4, 146-8
London Board of Trade Bill, 283
Members indemnity, 95-8
Members' Indemnity and Speakers' Salaries Bill, 121, 122
Militia volunteers additional pay, 760
Militia Department expense, 490, 491
Northwest Territory incorporation with Dominion of Canada, 755
Patents for Inventions Bill, 751, 752
Penitentiaries Bill, 444
Police of Canada Bill, 745
Privy Council contingencies, 495
Railway Bill, 730, 731
Rupert's Land and the Northwest Territory incoreporating with Dominion of Canada,

200-2, 204, 356
St. Lawrence and Ottawa Railway Company Bill, 163
Security by Officers of Canada Bill, 415
Sick and Disabled Seamen and River Police Bill, 743
Stamps Duties, extension to Maritime Provinces, 287
Supply Bill, 755
Sydenham River Bill, 535, 567
Tupper, Hon. Charles mission to England and recall, 372, 472, 473

Blanchet, J. G. (Levis, Que.)
Fisheries, Sea and Inland Navigation, appointment special com., 441
Government employees, list of names, salaries, ref. Contingencies Com., 362
Intercolonial Railway terminus, correspondence with Secretary of State for Colonies,

M. for papers, 92, 124
Library of Parliament Committee report, 666
Lieutenant-Governors salaries, appointment, 485
Members indemnity, 98
Militia Bill, 679
Militia, land appropriation claims County of Levis, M. for papers, 621, 622
Nova Scotia gold districts, official geological survey, M. for papers, 489
Official Arbitrator decision appeal to ordinary tribunals, qu., 488
Parliament and Departmental Buildings, 664
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Blanchef, J. G.-Cont.
Parliamentary staffs economies, 516
Steamers Victoria and Advance replacement, qu., 351, 361
Timber inspection and measurement, assimilation of laws, qu., 408, 461
Volunteers Fenian invasion serving five years recompensed by grant of land, qu., 92

Bodwell, E. V. (Oxford South, Ont.)
Address in Reply, 63-5
American silver tariff, 281
Canals, Sunday closing Carillon and Grenville, qu., 437
Canals, Sunday closing Grenville and Ottawa, qu., 425
Charles, Jordan, absconding with public funds, qu., 385
Confederation, 63-5
Currency Bill, 400
Customs tariff, 596
Debates official reporting, 232
Dominion Arbitrator appointment, 385
Express companies license or deposit for public protection, qu., 462
Geological Survey, 526
Governor General's salary, 626
Inland Revenue Department Bill, 302, 303
Intercolonial Railway report Sandford Fleming printing, 406
Militia Bill, 546-52, 719
Northwest Territory, claims over by Hudson's Bay Company or acquisition by

Canada, M. for papers, 39, 88, 159
Parliament and Departmental Buildings appropriation, 663, 664
Parliamentary staffs economies, 515, 516
Patents, Bill relating to permitting American citizens to receive patents, qu., 119, 131
Railway Bill, 728
Rupert's Land & Northwest Territory incorporating with Dominion of Canada, 183
Spencer Wood, accommodation for Governor General, qu., 421, 437
Timber, rafting on Navigable Rivers of Dominion, 149
Titles and Royal Honours, 713

Bolton, John (Charlotte, N.B.)
Customs tariff, 601
Fisheries bounties payment, qu., 134, 145, 161
Governor General's and Civil Service salaries, 614
Intercolonial Railway Bill, 314
Intercolonial Railway route, petitions presented to Privy Council, M. for papers, 639
Public Service staff and salaries, 630
Steamers, subsidization of line Montreal-Pictou or Halifax, qu., 105, 131

Boundaries
Line between Upper and Lower Canada, sums paid in effecting final settlement, qu.

(Mr. Masson), 179

Bourassa, Francois (St. Johns, Que.)
Currency Bill, 568
Liquor Inspection Fund, 241, 418
Montreal Post Office dismissals, qu., 284
Reciprocity Treaty with United States, renewal, qu., 345
Tobacco Duties Bill, 743

Bowell, Mackenzie (Hastings North, Ont.)
Customs tariff, 604
Interest rate, amendment to law, 744
Militia Bill, 528, 681, 683, 718-22
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Bowman, I. E. (Waterloo North, Ont.)
Brewers County Waterloo alleged frauds, M. for papers, 188, 257

Bown, J. Y. (Brant North, Ont.)
Doctor Girdwood, 509
Independence of Parliament Bill, 297
Indian prosecutions instituted, County Brant, qu., 188, 221
Prince of Wales, Brantford 1860, entertainment accounts rendered to Dept. of

Public Works, M. for papers, 408, 439, 440

Breweries and Distilleries
Brewers County Waterloo alleged frauds, M. (Mr. Bowman) for papers, 188, M.

(Mr. Young) for papers, 241, 257
Inland Revenue Department Bill (license fee), 303, 304, 309
Quantity, grain used, excise duty, qu. (Mr. Oliver), 39, 88, 89, 132, 133

Bridges
Toll Grand River, Dunville, qu. (Mr. McCallum), 175, 220

British Columbia
Incorporation with Dominion of Canada, 353

British Copyright Books, Bill Authorizing Governor-in-Council to Fix Raies of Duty.
Mr. Tilley

Intro., 570

British North America
Union of all Provinces, M. (Mr. Mackenzie) for papers, 82

British Subjects
Naturalized by any Province, status, rights and privileges abroad, M. (Mr. Stephen-

son) for papers, 366, 566

Brousseau, J. D. (Portneuf, Que.)
Coal measurement and loading Bill, 447, 461, 640, 727

Brown, James (Hastings West, Ont.)
Militia Bill, 537, 680, 681, 683, 722

Buckley, Patrick
McGee, Thomas D'Arcy assassination, gaoled suspected of connivance, 638, 639

Budget, see Financial Statement

Burpee, Charles (Sunbury, N.B.)
Custom tariff, 603
Excise duties, 278
Governor General's and Civil Service salaries, 615
Tariff re-adjustment, qu., 408, 418

Burton. F. H. (Durham East, Ont.)
Buckley, Patrick, 638
Inland Revenue Department Bill, 303, 304, 309
Parliamentary mail, 638
Whelan trial, assassination Hon. Thomas D'Arcy McGee, M. for papers, 726

Cabinet
Nine, maximum, 618-21
Resignations, 8-10
Vacancies filling, 10, 63, 90

99038-50
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Cabinet Ministers, Judges and Other Functionaries
Salaries and allowances, 693-5

Cameron, Hugh (Inverness, N.S.)
Mabou Harbour improvement, M. for papers, 668
Mails, carrying across Strait of Canso, M. for papers, 690

Cameron, Hon. J. H. (Peel, Ont.)
American silver tariff, 282
Bank of Upper Canada Bill, 154, 283, 287
Civil Service salaries, 614
Commercial Bank of Canada Bill, 173
Debates official reporting, 232
Governor General's salary, 614-625, 626
Government Savings Banks, government plans, qu., 81
Immigration appropriation, qu., 723
Independence of Parliament Bill, 741
Insurance Companies Bill, 751, 757
Local Legislature members disqualified from sitting or voting in Senate or House

of Commons Bill, 153
Militia Bill, 714, 722
Money petitions, 645
Oficers of the Crown right to occupy seats in the House, 143
Ottawa District, Select Committee to inquire into Administrations of Justice, 685
Titles conferred by Her Majesty, 84
United Church of England and Ireland Synod Bill, 617, 618

Cameron, M. C. (Huron South, Ont.)
Address in Reply, 51
Confederation, 51
Cabinet Ministers, Judges and other functionaries salaries and allowances, 694, 695
Geological Survey, 397
Harbour of refuge Lake Huron east coast, qu., 462, 533, 534
Militia Bill, 555
Toms, I. F. resignation Junior or Deputy Judge Counties Huron and Bruce, qu., 462
Tupper, Hon. Charles recall, 472

Campbell, Hon. Stewart (Guysborough, N.S.)
Address in Reply, 28
Confederation, 28
Fisheries, duties or prejudicial changes by United States, qu., 408, 437
Governor General's salary Bill, 669
Intercolonial Railway location and construction, 348
Interest Rate in Nova Scotia Bill, 758, 761
McGee, Hon. Thomas D'Arcy death, 481
Militia Bill, 554
Nova Scotia House of Assembly address repeal British North America Act, 467
Nova Scotia sentiments on Confederation resolution, 588, 589
Tupper, Hon. Charles, mission to England, 370, 371

Camps, see Militia

Canada, Dominion of
Defence of the country, M. (Mr. Mackenzie) for papers, 89
Dominion, French translation "Puissance", 158, 160
Independence from England, 197
Capital, Ottawa, 66, 312
United States-Canada, 182, 183, 186-8, 192-6, 206, 207, 224, 225, 252, 649, 650, 655
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Canada Gazette
Printing expense, 405

Canada Live Stock Insurance Company, Bill to Incorporate. Mr. Carling
Intro., 668; 3r., 724; Discharged, 758

Canada Mutual Life Insurance Company, Bill to Incorporate. Mr. Carling
Intro., 536

Canada Shipping Company, Bill to Incorporate. Mr. Holton, Mr. Workman
Intro., 536; 2r., 661; 3r., passed, 667; R.A., 762

Canada Vine Growers' Association Bill. Mr. O'Connor
60th rule suspended; Intro., 667; com., 724; Remission payment Private Bill office,

726; 3r., passed, 742; R.A., 762

Canada West Farmers' Mutual and Stock Insurance Company Act, Bill to Amend and
to Change the Name of the Company to Canada Farmers' Mutual Insurance Company
60th rule suspended, 667; 2r., 3r., passed 713, 714; R.A., 762

Canadian Inland Steam Navigation Company Bill. Mr. Morris
Intro., 136; 2r., 160; com. Banking and Commerce, 177; com., 219; 3r., passed, 233

Canadian Lake Underwriters' Association Bill to Incorporate. Mr. Morrison
Intro., 587; Ref. Banking and Commerce com., 587; 2r., 3r., passed, 713, 714; R.A.,

762

Canadian Mutual Life Insurance Company Bill to Incorporate. Mr. Harrison
Com. Banking and Comm., 692

"Canadian News"
Advertising and subscription, 495

Canadians-French
Rights, fought for, 194

Canals
Burlington, amount of tolls, qu. (Mr. White), 79, 90
Grenville and Carillon petition improvement navigation, 271
Grenville and Carillon plans, specifications, M. (Mr. Holton) for papers, 489
Gulf of St. Lawrence-Bay of Fundy, M. (Mr. Fisher) for papers, 749
Lachine, quantity of water leased, to whom, rate, qu. (Mr. D. A. McDonald), 119,133, 134
Lake Ontario-Bay of Quinte, M. (Mr. Keeler) for papers, 133
Lake Ontario-Bay of Quinte referred to Maritime and Fluvial Fisheries com.,690
Murray, provisions estimate for construction, qu. (Mr. Keeler), 392, 461
Point Iroquois drainage, qu. (Mr. Ault), 667
St. Lawrence enlargement, qu. (Mr. L. H. Masson), 81
St. Peter's, Cape Breton, M. (Mr. E. M. McDonald) for papers, 623
Spring opening, qu. (Mr. Workman), 461
Sunday closing

address to Governor General, 686, 687
Carillon and Grenville, qu. (Mr. Abbott), 145; qu. (Mr. Bodwell), 437
Grenville and Ottawa, qu. (Mr. Bodwell), 425

Sunday labour, qu. (Mr. Morris), 667
Tolls Canadian and foreign Vessels, qu. (Mr. McCallum), 496
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Canals-Cont.
Welland

completion, qu. (Mr. Benson), 39; qu. (Mr. McCallum), 488
enlargement, qu. (Mr. L. H. Masson), 81

Williamsburg improvement, qu. (Mr. J. S. Ross), 618

Capital Punishment Bill. Mr. Morris
Intro., 271

Carling, Hon. John (London, Ont.)
Canada Live Stock Insurance Company, Bill to incorporate, 668, 724,
Canada Mutual Life Insurance Company, Bill to incorporate, 536
Elections, voters equalization of qualification, qu., 284
Inland Revenue Department Bill, 304, 309
Lake Superior and Red River, reports roads and other works, M. for papers, 623
London Board of Trade legalize certain appointments Bill, 145, 156, 283

Carmichael, J. W. (Pictou, N.S.)
Address in Reply, 65
Confederation, 65

Cartier, Sir G. E. (Montreal East, Que.)
American silver tariff, 280
Arms, unlawful training, use and practice of military evolutions Bill, 309
Baronet, honour conferred by Her Majesty, 524
Banking Bill, 411-3
Banks Bill, 330
Commercial Bank of Canada Bill, 169, 170
Currency Bill, 399, 400
Customs tariff, 602-4
Departmental Offices Select con. appointed to report state, 637
Deputy Adjutant General, 508, 509
Dominion-French translation "Puissance" applicability insisted upon, 158, 160
Drummond, Judge, impeachment petition, 676
Election

Kamouraska County, 139, 140, 155-7, 376, 377, 380, 381
Estimates disapprobation motion, 235, 236
Extradition Treaty Extension Bill, 357
Financial Statement, 579
Foreign Aggressions Act Bill, 331, 332
Fortification Bill, 690, 706, 714
Government employees list of names, salaries, ref. Contingencies com., 362
Governor General's' salary, 626, 627
Grand Trunk Arrangements Act of 1862 Bill amdt., 129-30, 219
House of Commons

jurisdiction, 163, 464
questions affecting privilege, 102
seat, right to occupy as Officer of the Crown, 102, 103, 140-4, 146-8
sittings, 659

Independence of Parliament Bill, 734
Inland Revenue Department Bill, 302, 303
Insurance Companies Bill, 414
Intercolonial Railway Bill, 298, 312
Intercolonial Railway

location and construction, 347, 407
petitions for Robinson route, 361

Judges
Quebec, Province of, 421-3
salaries and allowances, 701, 702
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Cartier, Sir G. E.-Cont.
Justice, estimates for administration, 501
Justices of the Peace appointment, 124
Lieutenant-Governors' salaries, appointment, 486
Local Legislature members disqualified from sitting or voting in Senate or

House of Commons Bill, 151
Marine and Fisheries Department Bill, 455-7
McDonald, E. M. seat, 242, 243
McGee, Hon. Thomas D'Arcy death, 478, 479
Members indemnity, 97, 98
Militia,

appropriations, 661
barrack fitments and accommodation, 510
Deputy Minister appointnent, 489-91
Deputy Minister and others, salaries, 692, 697
drill-sheds and rifle ranges, 509
Fortifications, Montreal and other cities, 593, 607-9, 648, 655, 656, 670
Medical Officer, 509
stores, 510
volunteers additional pay, 759, 760

Militia Bill, 409, 427-35, 497, 526-9, 539, 545, 549, 555, 678-83, 690, 691, 714, 717-22
Money petitions, 617, 645
Nova Scotia sentiments on Confederation resolutions, 587, 588
Ottawa District, Select Committee to inquire into Administration of Justice, 685
Pensions, Dominion Government responsibility, 510, 511
Petition against returns, 93, 341
Public Service staff and salaries, 630
Railways Bill, 343, 359, 727, 728, 730, 731
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporating with Dominion of Canada,

187, 228
St. Lawrence and Ottawa Railway Company Bill, 163
Secretary of State Department Bill, 393
Speaker, Hon. James Cockburn, French language, 4
Titles and Royal Honours, 623
Tupper, Hon. Charles mission to England and recall, 369, 472

Cartwright, R. J. (Lennox, Ont.)
Address in Reply, 26, 27
American silver tariff, 280
Commercial Bank of Canada Bill, 170-2
Confederation, 26, 27
Dominion Stock, names of purchasers, etc., 391, 466
Financial Statement, 213, 290
Fishermen, Nova Scotia, relief of destitution, qu., 386
Galt, Hon. A. T. resignation Minister of Finance, 9
Governor General's and Civil Service salaries, 612
Insurance Companies Bill, 757
Militia Bill, 528, 546
Militia, fortifications Montreal and other cities, 649, 650
Rupert's Land and the Northwest Territory incorporating with the Dominion of

Canada, 205
Statutes of Canada, Consolidation steps to facilitate procuring by legal profession

and others, qu., 408, 461

Casault, Napoleon (Bellechasse, Que.)
Parliamentary staffs economies, 516, 517, 519

Cayley, Michael (Beauharnois, Que.)
Judges, Quebec, Province of, 424
Petition against return, 123, 135
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Chamberlin, Brown (Missisquoi, Que.)
Debates official reporting, 232
Drummond, Judge, impeachment petition, 659, 665, 666
Election Kamouraska County, 725
Extradition Treaty Extension Bill, 395, 442, 449
Governor General's and Civil Service salaries, 611, 615
Governor General's instructions to Lieut.-Governors, M. for papers, 351, 419
Hops tarifT, 441
Judges, Quebec, Province of, 420, 424
Library of Parliament, 664, 666
Local Legislature members disqualified from sitting or voting in Senate or House

of Commons Bill, 149, 150
McGee, Hon. Thomas D'Arcy death, 479
Members Indemnity and Speakers' Salaries Bill, 531-3, 567, 568
Militia Bill, 679, 722
Militia volunteers additional pay, 760
Parliament and Departmental Buildings appropriation, 664
Petition Arthur Harvey referred Library of Parliament Committee, 188, 221
Postal Service Bill, 336-8
Richelieu and Pasumsic Railway and Navigation Company Bill, 641
Weston, W., Post Office Officer's report on case, M. for papers, 667, 668

Chapais, Hon. J. C.
Senate requested to give leave, 409
Senate seat accepted, 353

Charles, Jordan
Absconding with public funds, qu. (Mr. Bodwell), 385

Chauveau, Hon. P. J. 0. (Quebec, Que.)
Aliens and Naturalization Bill, 660
Belair Seigniory, Bill to annex portion, 442, 640, 668
Charitable institutions arrears, 698
Customs tariff, 602
Debates official reporting and publishing, 410
Divorce Bills dealing with by House, 641
Election Kamouraska County, 378
French language, motions read to House in English only, complaint, 123
Governor General's and Civil Service salaries, 613, 614
Hospitals marine and immigrant Quebec, 508
House of Commons jurisdiction, 463
Independence of Parliament Bill, 738
Judges, Quebec, Province of, 420
Justice, estimates for administration, 501
Local Legislature members disqualified from sitting or voting in Senate or

House of Commons Bill, 151
Lieutenant-Governors' salaries, 674
McGee, Hon. Thomas D'Arcy death, 480, 481
McGee, late Hon. Thomas D'Arcy, provision for his family, 507
Militia Bill, 720
Militia, fortifications Montreal and other cities, 654
Nova Scotia, District of Gaspe and coast of Labrador assistance, qu., 727
Parliamentary staffs economies, 515, 517, 519
Public Service staff and salaries, 630
Rupert's Land and the Northwest Territory, incorporation in Dominion of Canada,

228
Ships, composite, bounty for construction, qu., 583
Titles and Royal Honours, 83, 524, 639
Tupper, Hon. Charles mission ta England and recall, 475
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Cheval, Q. alias Saint Jacques (Rouville, Que.)
Banks compelled to withdraw copper coin, qu., 404
Currency Bill, 557
Members indemnity, 98

Chief Justice of Nova Scoia
Young, Hon. W. petition removal from Office, 87

Chipman, W. H. (King's, N.S.)
Address in Reply, 28
Confederation, 28
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporating with Dominion of Canada,

187, 188

Cimon, F. X. (Charlevoix, Que.)
Fish and Game Act, penalties levied district of Saguenay, qu., 285
Petition against return, 93

Civil Service
Extra pay employees on annual salaries, M. (Mr. Wallace) for papers, 623
Salaries, 610
Salaries, department heads and deputies, 498, 523
Select Committee appointment to report on state of Departmental offices, 637, 638

Civil Service, see also Public Service

Civil Service Building and Savings Society Bill. Mr. Howland
Intro. 159; 2r., ref. Private Bills com. 189; com. Banking and Commerce, 231

Civil Service of Canada Bill. Mr. Rose
N. Intro., 343; Com., 449, 670, 673, 693; 2r., 677; 3r., passed 693; R.A., 762

Clifton, Gas Pipes Across Niagara River Io Light Town Authorization Bill
R.A., 761

Cliffon Suspension Bridge Company, Bill to Incorporate. Mr. Shanly
2r., 536; com., 559; 3r., passed, 565; R.A., 761

Coal
Duty imposed on American coal, petition Nova Scotia mines, 199

Coal Measurement and Loading Bill. Mr. Brousseau
N. Intro., 447; Intro., 461; 2r., ref. com. Banking and Commerce, 640; com., 727

Coalition Governments
Accomplishments, 42

Cockburn, Hon. James (Northumberland West, Ont.)
Speaker, election, 3

Coffin, Thomas (Shelburne, N.S.)
Excise duty resolutions, 275
Fisheries, Sea and Inland Navigation, appointment special com., 441
Tupper, Hon. Charles, mission to England, 371

Coin and Coinage, see Currency

Colby, C. C. (Stanstead, Que.)
Drummond, Judge, impeachment petition, 665
Hops tariff, M. for papers, 408, 440
Lake Memphramagog Navigation Company Bill, 536, 661
Parliamentary staffs economics, 521
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Commercial Bank
Failure, 9, 10, 26, 27, 36-8, 47, 65, 257-63, 294, 295

Commercial Bank of Canada and Merchants' Bank Amalgamation Bill. Mr. Abbott,
Mr. Holton

Intro., 488; 2r., 587; com., 610; 3r., passed, 618; Senate amdt., 702; R.A., 762

Commercial Bank of Canada Bill Amdf. Sir John A. Macdonald
Intro., 107; 2r., 119, 124; com. Banking and Commerce, 124, 157; com. 169-75;

3r., passed, 188

Commission of the Peace
Government intention to issue for Dominion, qu. (Mr. L. H. Masson), 109

Commissioners and Oaths of Allegiance and Offices Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
lr., 5; 2r., 415; com., 449, 450; R.A., 761

Committees Parliamentary
Rules and Regulations for government of the House, 81
Select, to draft address to His Excellency, 79
Select, with Senate to enquire into Acts for incorporation of private companies, 297
Standing, lists presented and concurred in, 93
Striking committee, 81

Communications
Line, opening of from Fort William to Red River, M. (Mr. Sproat) for papers, 166

Confederation
Anglin, 76, 77
Bellerose, 42; Blake, 23-6 Bodwell, 63-5
Cameron, M. C., 51; Campbell, 28; Carmichael, 65; Cartwright, 26, 27; Chipman,

28; Croke, 33
Forbes, 60-2; Fortier, 47
Gray, 29-32
Harrison, 47-50; Howe, 10-3
Johnson, 78; Joly, 63; Jones, A. G., 32, 33; Jones, Francis, 63
Mackenzie, 35-7; Morris, 27; McDonald, E. M., 51-60; McDonald, Hugh, 20, 21; Mc-

Gee, 66-76, 468-72; McKeagney, 20; McLellan, 42-7
Oliver, 65, 66
Parker, 50, 51
Rymal, 62
Savary, 28, 29; Smith, 27, 28
Tupper, 13-20; 37, 38, 41, 42
Wright, 60
Young, 47

Confederation Act
Delegates to England to pronote passage, amount paid, qu. (Mr. Anglin), 154, 166

Connell, Hon. Charles (Carleton, N.B.)
Banking institutions, tax received, average circulation, qu., 167, 179
Canals Sunday closing, 687
Contingencies of Departments Bill, 558
Estimates, departmental salaries and contingencies, 579
Excise duty resolutions, 278
Financial statement, 291-3
Geological Survey to be included in estimates and portion for New Brunswick, qu.,

167, 178
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Connell, Hon. Charles-Cont.
Government employees, list of names, salaries ref. Select com., 362-6
Governor General's and Civil Service salaries, 613
Independence of Parliament Bill, 739
Intercolonial Railway,

further survey different routes, measure for construction this Session, qu., 92, 109
location and construction, 348
Robinson survey documents, 698

Justice, estimates for administration, 502
Lieutenant-Governors, salaries, appointment, 485
Members indemnity, 98, 99
Militia Bill, 720
Militia, fortifications Montreal and other cities, 654, 655
New Brunswick, statement of monies in the Treasury, M. for papers, 345
Parliament or Departmental Buildings, various information, qu., 91, 92, 116
Pensions paid by late Province of Canada, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, qu.,

425, 440
Post and Way Offices in N.B.; offices authorized to sell internal revenue stamps,

qu., 352
Postage revenue on newspapers, qu., 178
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporation with Dominion of Canada, 192
Saint John River navigation improvement government intention to include in

estimates, 167
Stamp duties, amount received by Government, qu., 188
Stamp Duties Bill, 361

Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill. Mr. Rose
N. Intro., 343; Intro., 570; 2r., 427; com., 562-4, 670, 693; 3r., 698-700; R.A., 762

Consolidated Revenue Fund of Canada
Grants, 711

Confingencies Committee
Government employees, list of names, salaries ref. to com., 362-6
Report, first; quorum reduced to seven, 121
Report, third, 497; House com. of the Whole on Report, 513-22

Contingencies of Depariments Bl. Mr. Rose
2r., 525, 526; com., 557-60

Contingent Charges in the Departments of Public Service, Bill to Regulate and Restrici
and to Establish A Stationery Office. Mr. Rose

N. Intro., 393; Intro., 417; R.A., 761

Copper Coins or Tokens, Importation or Manufacture Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
2r., 671; R.A., 762

Copyright Works, British, Duty on Foreign Reprints, Bill
2r., 643; R.A., 762

Copyrights Bill. Mr. McDougall
Intro., 618; Senate amdt., 702; Discharged, 735; com., 3r., passed, 745; R.A., 762

Corporation of Pilots
Complaints against, for and below harbour of Quebec, M. (Mr. Jackson) for papers,

638

Costigan, John (Victoria, N.B.)
Saint John River and tributaries improvement navigation, qu., 461
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Counties Joliette and Berthier, to Change the Limits for Election Purposes Bill.
Mr. Godin

Intro., 403; 2r., ref. Select com., 566

Court of Appeal
Establishment, qu. (Mr. Smith), 79, 87; qu. (Mr. Blake), 566

Court of Queen's Bench, Province of Quebec
Appointment 5th Judge qu. (Mr. Workman), 392,404

Courts, Circuit
Monies received by Clerks Province of Quebec, M. (Mr. Paquet) for papers, 440

Crawford, John (Leeds South, Ont.)
House of Commons jurisdiction, 162-5
St. Lawrence and Ottawa Railway Company Bill to incorporate, 136, 138, 162-5, 283

Criminal Cases
Payment of witnesses, qu. (Mr. Harrison), 533

Criminal Cases Procedure Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
N. Intro., 425; Intro., 442; 2r., 643; 3r., passed, 690, 745

Criminal Law Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
Intro., 442; Discharged, 734

Croke, W. J. (Richmond, N.S.)
Address in Reply, 33
Confederation, 33

Crown and Government Better Security Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
Intro., 442; 2r., 570; com., 570, 642; 3r., passed, 670; R.A., 762

Currency
American, 290
American silver, 278-82
American silver be legal tender at rate of 80 cents on the dollar, 167, 178
American silver purchase by Bank of Montreal to send out of country qu. (Mr.

Redford), 534
Bank Notes, engraving, correspondence government and any Bank Note Com-

pany, M. (Mr. Metcalfe) for papers, 197, 221
Banks compelled to withdraw copper coin, qu. (Mr. Cheval), 404
Foreign silver coinage, regulation of value, qu. (Mr. Morrison), 82
Legal tender notes, law respecting applicable to whole Dominion, qu. (Mr. Smith),

244
Legal tender redeemed in gold, qu. (Mr. Pope), 352
Provincial notes, assimilation Dominion qu. (Mr. Holton), 123
Silver coin, removal depreciated value qu. (Mr. Bechard), 583

Currency Bill. Mr. Rose
N. Intro., 343; Intro., 357, 358; com., 391, 397-401, 408, 410, 411, 442, 557; 2r., 525;

3r., passed, 569; R.A., 761

Currier, J. M. (Ottawa, Ont.)
American silver tariff, 281
Canals expenditure, 631
Canals, Sunday closing, 687
Inland Revenue Department Bill, 304
Navigation improvement Ottawa River, Grenville and Carillon Canal petition, 271
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Customs
Caledonia, re-establishment of House, qu. (Mr. David Thompson), 176
Collector, Port of Toronto, filling vacancy, 700, 701
Customs House Officers, printing of a return respecting, 465
Expense increase, Port of Belleville, qu. (Mr. Tilley), 418
Inland Customs House offices, money colIected, expenses, etc., qu. (Mr. Oliver),

82
Tolls collected, qu. (Mr. Lawson), 89

Customs Department
Estimates, 492, 493

Customs Department Bill. Mr. Tilley
N. of M., 81; Intro., 279; 2r., 562; com., 570; 3r., passed, 669, 670; R.A., 762

Customs Duties Act Amdt. Mr. Tilley
Com., 731-3; 3r., passed, 733; R.A., 762

Customs Revenue, Collection and Protection Bill. Mr. Tilley
N. of M., 81; Intro., 231; 2r., 282, 285; 3r., passed, 287

Customs Tariff
Agricultural products, 594, 597, 605
American products, 594, 597
American silver, 278-82
Animais, 593-7
Breadstuffs, 594-6, 601
British copyright books, 484, 485
Firewood from United States, qu. (Mr. McCallum), 496
Hops, M. (Mr. Colby) for papers, 408, 440, 441
Liquor and wine, 598
Lumber, 605
Metal, 602
Molasses, 598-604
Newfoundland duty charged Canadian Fishermen on Coast of Labrador, M. (Mr.

Fortin) for papers, 466
Publications, 602
Re-adjustment, qu. (Mr. Burpee), 408, 418
Resolutions presented (Mr. Tilley), 265, 266; Debate, 266-9, 278-82; Resolutions

concurred in, 282
Rice, 605
Starch, 597, 598
Steam engines, qu. (Mr. Young), 690
Sugar, 598-602
Sugar, communications from Chambers of Commerce, M. (Mr. A. G. Jones) for

papers, 637
Tea, 603, 604
Tobacco, 603

Deaths
Statisties, expense of collecting, 675

Debates (official report)
Reporters, objection to payment, 286
Reporting, 124, 125, 157, 160, 177, 178, 199, 231-3, 257, 279, 286, 409, 410

Denison, G. T.
Petition compensation for damages steamer "Georgian", 393, 475, 641, 742
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Dennis, Lt. Col.
Court of Enquiry at Fort Erie, June 2, 1866, M. (Mr. McCallum) for papers, 110-6

Distilleries, see Breweries and Distilleries

Divorce
Bills, dealing with by House, 641, 642, 691
Marriage and divorce, government measure or establish Divorce Court, qu.

(Mr. Keeler), 167, 220
Whiteaves, F. J. Bill for relief, 641, 642, 691, 692, 763

Dominion Arbifrator
Appointment, 383, 385

Dominion Stock
Creation, government intention, 81
Revenue raising, 300-2
Sale, amount, purchasers, rates, unaccepted tenders, qu. (Mr. Holton), 349, 351,389-91
Sale, correspondence Minister of Finance and Bank of Montreal, M. (Mr. Holton)

for papers, 438, 439
Various information qu. (Mr. Gibbs), 447

Dorion, Hon. A. A. (Hochelaga, Que.)
Agriculture Department Bill, 707
American silver tariff, 280
Banks Act Bill, 302, 303
Banque du Peuple Bill, 408
Cabinet vacancies filling, 10
Canals expenditure, 631
Canals Sunday closing, 686
Charitable institutions arrears, 678
Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, 563, 564
Contingent charges Departments of Public Service, regulate, restrict and establish

stationery office Bill, 417
Currency Bill, 400, 401, 411
Dominion Stock, names purchasers, etc., 391
Drummond, Judge, impeachment petition, 676
Election Kamouraska County, 139, 157, 353, 377, 378, 382
Estimates, detailed statement not supplied, moved disapprobation, 234, 235, 239
Financial statement, 217
Foreign Aggressions Act, 160, 331
Fortifications Dominion, proposed cost, M. for papers, 408
Governor General's and Civil Service salaries, 611
Governor General's salary Bill, 639
Grand Trunk Bill, 129, 130
Habeas Corpus Act suspension, 158
Independence of Parliament Bill, 417
Insurance Companies Bill, 414
Intercolonial Railway Bill, 298, 299, 307, 311
Judges, Quebec, Province of, 423, 424
Liquor Inspection Fund, 541
Local Legislature members disqualified from sitting or voting in Senate or House

of Commons Bill, 151, 152
Marine and Fisheries Department Bill, 454, 455
McDonald, E. M. seat, 242
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Dorion, Hon. A. A.-Cont.
McGee, late Hon. Thomas D'Arcy, provision for his family, 507
Members' Indemnity and Speakers' Salaries Bill, 121
Militia Bill, 434, 435, 528, 536, 537, 679, 722
Militia, fortifications Montreal and other cities, 609, 656
Newspapers, postage free, res. com. of the whole to consider, 408
Nova Scotia sentiments on Confederation resolutions, 586, 590
Officers of the Crown right to occupy seats in the House, 105, 146, 147
Ottawa District, Select com. inquire into Administration of Justice, 685
Parliamentary procedure, 610
Penitentiaries Bill, 443
Pensions, Dominion government responsibility, 510
Petition against return, 93
Prince Alfred, Duke of Edinburgh, assassination attempt at Sydney, 565
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporation in Dominion of Canada,

228, 712
Secretary of State Department Bill, 394
Security by OffIcers of Canada Bill, 415
Select com. appointed report state of Departmental offices, 637
Tupper, Hon. Charles, mission to England and recall, 368, 369, 474, 525

Dredging
Expenditure under appropriation, M. (Mr. Stephenson) for papers, 667

Drew, G. A. (Wellington North, Ont.)
Grand Trunk Bill, 188
London Board of Trade, legalize certain appointments Bill, 209
Militia Bill, 539

Drummond, Judge
Impeachment petition, 659, 665, 666, 675, 676

Dufresne, Joseph (Montcalm, Que.)
American silver tariff, 280
Debates printing, 178
Election Kamouraska County, 377, 725
French language should be spoken by Speaker, 4
Governor General's salary, 610, 624
Governor General's salary Bill, 639, 640, 668, 669, 675, 677
Insolvency Bill, 744
Interest rate laws amdt., 743
Judges salaries and allowances, 701, 702
Mint, establishing by Provinces, 81

Dunkin, Hon. Christopher (Brome, Que.)
Aliens and Naturalization Bill, 660
American silver tariff, 281
Banking Bill, 411
Banks and Dominion Notes Bill, 446
Canada Live Stock Insurance Company, 724
Charitable institutions arrears, 679
Coal measurement and loading Bill, 641
Commercial Bank of Canada Bill, 170
Commissions and Oaths of Allegiance and of Office Bill, 449
Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, 564
Contingencies of Departments Bill, 558
Customs tariff, 594
Debates official reporting English and French, 232
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Dunkin, Hon. Christopher-Cont.
Divorce Bills dealing with by House, 641
Doctor Girdwood, 509
Drummond, Judge, impeachment petition, 676
Election Kamouraska county, 140, 378, 379
Governor General's salary, Bill, 640, 668, 669
Grand Trunk Arrangements Act of 1862 Bill amdt., 220
Hospitals, marine and immigrant, Quebec, 508
'House of Commons

jurisdiction, 165, 464
rules, 333, 367
sittings, 669, 698

Incorporated Companies Bill, 668
Independence of Parliament Bill, 739
Insurance Companies Bill, 706, 757
Insurance companies licensing, 733
Intercolonial Railway Bill, 312
Interest rate Bill, 642
Interest rate law amdt., 744
Judges, Quebec, Province of, 420
Justice, estimates for administration, 500
Justices of the Peace appointment, 124
Lafontaine, Judge, petition charges against, 646
Legal right to sit and vote in House, ref. com. Privileges and Elections, 108, 169
Lieutenant-Governors' salaries, 673
McDonald, E. M. seat, 242
McGee, late Hon. Thomas D'Arcy, provision for his family, 507
Militia Bill, 720
Nova Scotia sentiments on Confederation resolutions, 590
Ottawa District, Select com. inquire into Administration of Justice, 685
Parliamentary procedure, 610
Pensions Dominion Government responsibility, 503, 510
Petitions, time for receiving extended, 338
Police of Canada Bill, 745
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporation with Dominion of Canada,

250, 251
St. Lawrence and Ottawa Railway Company Bill, 165
Titles conferred by Her Majesty, 84

Duty, see Tariff

Education
Grants in aid to institutions, supply, 503
Upper Canada Supt. of Education report 1866, 218

Election Committee
Chairmen Select Committees, 199
General Com. report, 199
Nominated by name, 107

Election Laws
Assimilation of laws of Provinces and exercise of franchise, 87

Elections
Argenteuil, 449, 461, 557, 673
Bagot, 593, 609, 637, 645, 659
Berthier, 513, 533
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Elections-Cont.
District of Algoma, letters or circulars to electors by late Commissioner of Crown

Lands, M. (Mr. Blake) for papers, 116
Essex, petition irregular proceedings, 279, 438
Expenses, distribution sums paid out of public chest, qu. (Mr. Mackenzie), 82
Expenses, return be made to Minister of Finance with view of bringing under

government notice, 209, 283
Hochelaga, 565, 673
Huntingdon, Montmorency and Restigouche, warrants, orders, M. (Mr. Blake) for

papers, 350
Instructions to Postmasters County Lambton and Inspector at London, M. (Mr.

Mackenzie) for papers, 356, 357
Joliette, 489, 497, 541
Kamouraska County, 81, 91, 139, 140, 155-7, 161, 211, 299, 343, 353, 375-85, 427,

673, 724, 725, 726
Knaresborough case, 155-7
Lincoln County, 351
L'Islet, 676, 690
Megantic petition against return of Mr. Irvine, 409
Middlesex East petition of violation of the law, 345, 346
Montreal East, 497, 505, 513, 617
Montreal West, 503, 610
Petitions unobjectionable Berthier, Vercheres and Hochelaga, 353
St. Hyacinthe, 443, 449, 453, 513
Vercheres, 533, 557, 667
Voters equalization of qualification, qu. (Mr. Carling), 284
Votes polled each electoral division during late election, qu. (Mr. Mackenzie), 82
Yamaska, 211, 299, 403, 409, 443, 513, 677

Elections, Controverted
Petitions against return, 93, 101, 107, 123, 135, 136, 138, 140, 229, 241, 341, 353

Elections. Controverted. Trial Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
N. Intro. 343; Intro. 359, 360; Discharged, 695

Enquiries Concerning Public Matters Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
2r., 415

Estimates
Additional, 523
Bringing down, time, 180, 381, 416, 433
Detailed statement not supplied, moved government disapprobation, 234, 235
Motion government disapprobation lost, 239, 240
Public Service, 573-80
Supplementary, brought down, ref. com. on Supply, 211
1967, 1868 taken en bloc, 673

Evidence in Canada in Relation to Civil and Commercial Maiters Pending Before
Courts of Justice in any Other of Her Majesty's Dominions or Before Foreign
Tribunals Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald

Intro., 702; 2r., 745; 3r., passed, 749; R.A., 763

Excise Duty
Coal Oil, 580, 593
Liquor, 580, 593
Orders in Council relating to duty or service, M. (Mr. Parker) for papers, 165-6
Petroleum, 580, 593

Excise Duty, Increase on Spirits, Impose on Refined Petroleum and Provide Inspec-
tion Bill. Mr. Howland

2r., 706; 3r., passed, 7.08-10
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Excise Inspector
Toronto appointment, qu. (Mr. Harrison), 285

Expiring Laws Committee
Report, first; quorum reduced to five, 121

Export Duty
Sawed lumber, stave-bolts, shingle-bolts, qu. (Mr. F. Jones), 110
Saw-logs, shingle-bolts, etc. petitions for no duty, 409
Timber bolts, cedar, etc., qu. (Mr. Keeler), 366

Express Companies
License or deposit for public protection, qu. (Mr. Bodwell), 462

Extradition Treaty Extension Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
N. Intro. 343; Intro., 357; 2r., 395; com., 442; 3r., passed, 449

Fenians
Activities, reference, 12, 15, 21, 36, 60, 61, 63, 71, 72, 77, 78, 310, 638, 726
Invasion leaders rendition, correspondence Canada and U.S., M. (Mr. Mills) for

papers, 351, 388, 389
Prisoners, Rev. Mr. McMahon and others, liberation by Royal pardon, qu. (Mr.

Masson), 386
Prosecution costs paid by government, qu. (Mr. Mackenzie), 166
United States compensation for property destroyed in Canada, 388

Ferguson, Lt. Col. T. R.
Court of Enquiry report, M. (Mr. Mills) for papers, 286

Ferguson, T. R. (Cardwell, Ont.)
Bank of Upper Canada Bill, 287
Customs Duties Bill, 732
Debates official reporting, 232
Elections Controverted Bill, 360
Financial Statement, 295
Government employees, list names, salaries, ref. Contingencies com., 362
House of Commons jurisdiction, 164
Inland Revenue Department Bill, 304
Library of Parliament, 667
Local Legislature members disqualified from sitting or voting in Senate or

House of Commons Bill, 153
Militia, drill-sheds and rifle ranges, 510
Parliamentary mail, cost of conveying from Buildings to Post Office and con-

tractor, 638, 639
Parliamentary staffs economies, 522
St. Lawrence and Ottawa Railway Company Bill, 164
Tupper, Hon. Charles mission to England and recall, 372, 373, 474, 475

Ferris, John (Queen's, N.B.)
Financial statement, 295

Filibuster, see Procedure

Financial Statement
Debate, 212, 218
Dominion stock, raising of revenue, 300-2
Floating debt, 233, 234
House in Com. on Ways and Means, 288-96
Presentation by Minister of Finance Rose, December 7, 1867, 211, 212
Presentation by Minister of Finance Rose, April 28, 1868, 573-9
Presentation, time, 175, 179, 180, 541, 566
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Fish and Game Act
Penalties levied district of Saguenay, qu. (Mr. Cimon), 285

Fisher, Hon. Charles (York, N.B.)
Address in Reply, motion for agreement, 7, 8
Canal Gulf of St. Lawrence-Bay of Fundy M. for papers, 749
Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, 564
Excise duty resolutions, 278
Financial Statement, 295
Governor General's Commission and Royal Instructions, M. for papers, 167, 199
Insurance Companies Bill, 414
Intercolonial Railway Bill, 315, 321-9
Intercolonial Railway surveys, 406
Judges of the Superior Court of N.B., claims for salary or allowance, qu., 92
Justice, estimates for administration, 500-2
Library of Parliament, 666
Lieutenant-Governors salaries, appointments, 300, 486
Members indemnity, 96, 98
Militia, barrack accommodation, 510
Militia Bill, 722
Officers of the Crown right to occupy seats in the House, 146
Parliament Buildings alterations, fitting and heating, detailed statement, 419, 420
Pensions provided for in estimates, 503
Public Service staff and salaries, 630
Rupert's Land and the Northwest Territory incorporation with the Dominion of

Canada, 208
Secretary of State Department Bill, 393
Stamp Duties extension to Maritime Provinces, 286, 287, 295
Tariff resolutions, 268, 278

Fisheries
Bounties payment, qu. (Mr. Bolton), 134, 145, 161
Bounty system extension, qu. (Mr. A. G. Jones), 110
Duties or prejudical changes United States, qu. (Mr. Campbell), 408, 437
Fishing licenses issued to American vessels, qu. (Mr. Fortin), 146
Inspection of fish applicable to all Provinces, qu. (Mr. Fortin), 723
Licensing of foreign vessels, 523
Reciprocity Treaty with United States, qu. (Mr. A. G. Jones), 105, 131

Fisheries and Navigation Special Committee
Appointment, 407, 441, 442, 489
Petition J. B. Renaud, 534
Reports, 523, 617

Fishermen
Nova Scotia, District of Gaspe, and coast of Labrador assistance, qu. (Mr. Chau-

veau), 727
Nova Scotia, relief of destitute qu. (Mr. Cartwright), 386

Fishing and Protection of Fisheries Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
Intro., 570; 2r., 715; 3r., passed, 728-30; R.A., 762

Fishing by Foreign Vessels Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
Intro., 639; 2r., 3r., passed, 735; R.A., 762

Forbes, J. S. (Queen's, N.S.)
Address in Reply, 60-2
Confederation, 60-2
Nova Scotia sentiments on Confederation, 590
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Foreign Aggressions Act Bill. Sir G. E. Cartier
2r., 3r., passed, 331, 332

Foreign Aggressors Apprehension Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
2r., 160

Forgery Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
N. Intro., 425; Intro., 442; 2r., 643; 3r., passed, 645

Forns and Proceedings Select Committee
Appointment, 427

Fort Erie Campaign
Reports General Napier and Col. Lowry, M. (Mr. Harrison) for papers, 166

Fortier, Moise (Yamaska, Que.)
Address in Reply, 47
Confederation, 47
Navigation on Maritime coast, Gulf of St. Lawrence and Great Lakes, qu., 92 109
Petition against return, 93, 161
Provencher-Boisclaire case, reports medical men examined, M. for papers, 475

Fortifications, see Militia

Fortification, Works for Defence of Dominion, Defraying Expenses Bill. Sir G. E.
Cartier

Intro., 670; 2r., 706; 3r., passed, 714; R.A., 762

Fortin, Peter (Gaspé, Que.)
Fish, inspection applicable all provinces, qu., 723
Fisheries Bill, 728, 729
Fisheries, Sea and Inland Navigation, appointment special com., 407, 441, 442
Fishing licenses issued to American vessels, qu., 146
Intercolonial Railway Bill, 317-21
Judges, Quebec, Court Sittings, failure to administer justice, M. for papers, 420-5
Labrador boundary line, correspondence Canada and Newfoundland, M. for papers,

466
Magdalen Islands, Ports of Amherst and House Harbour hydrographic survey,

qu., 723
Newfoundland tariff charged Canadian fishermen on Coast of Labrador, M.

for papers, 466
Telegraph lines, purchase, union with postal services, extension Gulf of St.

Lawrence and Great Lakes, qu., 109
Vessels owned by Dominion, variety of particulars qu., 134, 145

French Language
Bills, 744
Debates, official reporting in English and French, 232, 233
House of Commons motions read in English only, 123
House of Commons proceedings in both English and French in future, 123
Official documents in French provided by Constitution 4
Speaker should speak French language, 4

Gali, Hon. A. T. (Sherbrooke, Que.)
Bank of Montreal patronage by Government, 466
Banks and Dominion Notes Bill, 445, 446
Charitable institutions arrears, 678
Commercial Bank failure, 257-63
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Gali, Hon. A. T.-Cont.
Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, 699
Dominion Stock sale, correspondence Minister of Finance and Bank of Montreal,

439, 466
Estimates, disapprobation motion, 236, 237
Excise duty resolutions, 271-3, 278
Financial Statement, fioating debt, 233, 234
Governor General's salary, 627
House of Commons leave of absence, 127
Marine and Fisheries Department Bill, 458
Militia Bill, 714, 715
Militia, fortifications Montreal and other cities, 653, 654, 656
Minister of Finance fitness for Office, 91
Minister of Finance resignation, 8-10, 26, 28, 37
Mission to England declinature, 367, 368
Parliamentary procedure, 610
St. Lewis Hydraulic Company, Bill to incorporate jurisdiction Quebec government,

622
Spirits, increase duty and provide inspection Bill, 710
Tariff resolutions, 267
Tupper, Hon. Charles mission to England and recall, 472, 473, 475

Gaudet, Joseph (Nicolet, Que.)
Parliamentary staffs, economics, 521

Gendron, P. S. (Bagot, Que.)
Petition against return, 93

Geoffrion, Félix (Verchères, Que.)
Petition against return, 93

Geological Survey
Appropriation $30,000 for 5 years res., 359, 395-7
Appropriation $80,000 res. Com. of the Whole, 410, 427, 526, 557
Estimates to include portion for New Brunswick qu. (Mr. Connell), 167, 178

Geological Survey of Canada Bill. Mr. Rose
N. of Intro., 343; Intro., 557; 2r., 3r., passed, 643; R.A., 762

Gibbs, T. N. (Ontario South, Ont.)
American silver tariff, 280, 281
Banking Bill, 411
Banks and Dominion Notes Bill, 402, 446, 569
Banks Bill, 330
Canals Sunday closing, 687
Commercial Bank of Canada Bill, 172, 173
Customs tariff, 593, 594, 596, 602-4
Dominion Stock, various information, qu., 447, 465, 466
Excise duties, 274
Financial statement, 295
Inland Revenue Department Bill, 304
Parliament and Departmental Buildings appropriation, 664
Parliamentary staffs, economies, 518, 521, 522
Postal Service Bill, 335
Spirits, increase duty and provide inspection Bill, 709
Weights and measures assimilating throughout Dominion, qu., 403
Wheat and flour inspection, assimilate laws throughout Dominion, qu., 403

Girdwood, Doctor
Militia Medical Offcer, 509
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Godin, F. B. (Joliette, Que.)
Banks Bill, 330
Counties Joliette and Berthier, Act to change the limits for election purposes,

403, 566
Interest rate, amendment to law, 744
Interest rate Bill, 496, 505, 642
Interest rate, measure to limit, qu., 385
Petition against return, 93, 341
Tobacco Duties Bill, 742, 743

Gooch, John
Petition to subscribe to copies of his work ref. Library of Parliament Com.,

209, 221

Government Buildings
Parliament or Departmental Buildings, various information, qu. (Mr. Connel),

91, 92, 116
Work contract at Ottawa with R. H. McGreevy, M. (Mr. Mackenzie) for papers, 623

Government, Dominion
Dominion and Lt. Gov. of Ontario correspondence, M. (Mr. Parker) for papers, 92,

116-9
Estimates, non confidence vote lost, 234, 235, 239, 240
Jurisdiction, 162-5, 462-4, 622, 623
Motion disapprobation lost, 234, 235, 239, 240

Government Employees
Department Officers and employees, names, salaries, and further payments, qu.

(Mr. Johnson), 105, 362-6

Government Expenditures
Departmental, printing, advertising, stationery, pens, qu. (Mr. Young), 405
Unauthorized, intention to bring down statement, 145

Government House, Toronto
Fire, insurance, restoration, qu. (Mr. Harrison), 154, 161

Government Officials
Salaries, selected list, qu. (Mr. Smith), 89

Government Savings Banks
Government plans, qu. (Hon. J. H. Cameron), 81

Governor General
Address, both Houses of Parliament, 5, 6
Address, message of thanks, 91
Address to, select com. appointed to draft, 79
Commission and Royal instructions, M. (Mr. Fisher) for papers, 167, 199
Lieut.-Governors instructions, M. (Mr. Chamberlin) for papers, 351, 419
McGee, Hon. Thomas D'Arcy message on death, 483
Salary, 18, 32, 44, 485, 610-6, 624-8, 639, 640
Salary, action London delegates, qu. (Mr. Metcalfe), 418
Secretaries appropriation, 486
Spencer Wood for accommodation, qu. (Mr. Bodwell), 421, 437

Governor General, Civil List, and Salaries of Certain Public Functionaries Bill.
Mr. Rose

Intro., 702; 2r., 715; R.A., 762
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Governor General's Salary Bill. Mr. Dufresne
Intro., 639; 2r., 668, 669; Com., 675; 3r., passed, 677; Her majesty's pleasure, 763

Grand Trunk Arrangements Act of 1862 Bill, Amdi. Mr. Irvine, Mr. Shaniy, Mr. Drew
Intro., 107; 2r., 127-31; Com. appt., 188; Railway Com., 189; Com., 219-20; 3r.,

passed, 233

Grant, J. A. (Russell, Ont.)
Canals, Sunday closing, 687
Doctor Girdwood, 509
Geological Survey, 396, 397, 526
Grand Trunk Arrangements Act of 1862 Bill, amdt., 131
Militia Bill, 553, 571, 690
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporation with Dominion of Canada,

246-8

Gray, Hon. J. H. (Saint John City and County, N.B.)
Address in Reply, 29-32
Confederation, 29-32
Dominion Arbitrator appointment, 385
Election Kamouraska County, 725
Governor General's salary, 626
Intercolonial Railway Bill, 312
Justices of the Peace appointment, 124
McGee, the Late Hon. Thomas D'Arcy, provision for his family, 487, 488, 506, 507
Militia Bill, 527, 546, 690
Militia, fortifications Montreal and other cities, 652, 653
Nova Scotia sentiments on Confederation resolution, 592
Parliamentary procedure, 610
Petitions, money, 617
Prisons, report of Inspectors, M. for papers, 366, 406
Public Works Bill, 305
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporating with Dominion of Canada,

186, 187
Security by Officers of Canada Bill, 415
Spirits, to increase duty and provide inspection Bill, 710

Great Britain
United States-Great Britain cooperation, 197

Habeas Corpus Act
Suspension, House in Committee, 158-60

Harbour Police Bill
R.A., 763

Harbours
Coteau Rapids, St. Lawrence, qu. (Mr. L. H. Masson), 533
Lake Erie harbour of refuge, official reports, etc., M. (Mr. Stephenson) for papers,

132, 408
Lake Huron east coast harbour of refuge, qu. (Mr. M. C. Cameron), 462, 533, 534
Lake Huron east coast, surveys and reports, M. (Mr. Sproat) for papers, 79, 90, 197
Mabou, improvement, M. (Mr. Hugh Cameron) for papers, 668
Rondeau, appropriation to repair, qu. (Mr. Mills), 87
Rondeau, papers relating to transfer, M. (Mr. Stephenson) for papers, 175, 221
Tolls collected, qu. (Mr. Lawson), 89

Harbours, see also Ports
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Harrison, R. A. (Toronto West, Ont.)
Address in Reply, 47-50
Banks Bill, 330
Camp at Thorold, Col. Woolsely report, M. for papers, 209, 221
Canadian Mutual Life Insurance Company, Bill to incorporate, 692
Confederation, 47-50
Criminal cases, payment of witnesses, qu., 533
Debates, official reporting, 232
Excise duty resolutions, 264, 275, 276
Excise Inspector at Toronto, appointment, qu., 285
Extradition Treaty Extension Bill, 442
Fort Erie campaign, reports General Napier and Col. Lowry, M. for papers, 166
Gooch, John petition House subscribe for copies of his work ref. Library, com., 209
Government House at Toronto fire, insurance, restoration, qu., 154, 161
Officers of the Crown right to occupy seats in the House, 143
Postal Service Bill, 335
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporating with Dominion of Canada,

194
Spirits, alteration of tariff to increase excise duty, qu., 154, 157, 161
Toronto, new Post Office appropriation in estimates, qu., 209, 220
Vine cultivation and wine making in Canada, 535

Harvey, Arthur
Petition ref. Library of Parliament com., 188, 221

Higney, Thomas
Petition settlement of claim, 617

Holmes, John (Carleton, Ont.)
Immigration and Colonization com. appointed, 169

Holion, Hon. L. H. (Chateauguay, Que.)
Agriculture Department Bill, 707
American silver tariff, 278, 280
Audit Act, 677
Banking and Currency Select com., 484
Banking Bill, 411-3
Bank of Montreal, issue provincial notes, mode conducting public accounts, M.

for papers, 82
Bank of Montreal, patronage by Government, 466
Banks and Dominion Notes Bill, 401, 402, 445-7
Banks Bill, 302, 330
Banks in the Province of Nova Scotia Bill, 692
British Columbia, incorporation with Dominion of Canada, 353
Cabinet Ministers, Judges and other functionaries, salaries and allowances, 693
Cabinet vacancies, filling, 63, 90
Canada Live Stock Insurance Company, 724
Canada Shipping Company, Bill to incorporate, 536
Charitable institutions arrears, 678
Civil Service Bill, 693
Coal measurement and loading Bill, 640, 641
Commercial Bank and Merchant's Bank amalgamation Bill, 618
Commercial Bank of Canada Bill, 173, 174
Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, 562, 563, 670, 698, 699
Contingencies of Departments Bill, 560
Currency Bill, 358, 398-401, 569
Customs Collector Port of Toronto, 700
Customs Department Bill, 669
Customs Duties Bill, 731
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Holiton, Hon. L. H.-Cont.
Customs tariff, 594, 595, 597-604
Debates, official reporting, 231
Departmental contingencies, telegraphing, 495
Divorce Bills, dealing with by House, 641
Dominion Arbitrator appointment, 383
Dominion-French translation "Puissance" exception taken, 158, 160
Dominion Stock

purchasers, rates, unaccepted tenders, qu., 351
sale, correspondence Minister of Finance and Bank of Montreal, M. for papers,

438, 439, 465, 466
statement amount sold, naines of purchasers, etc., M. for papers, 349, 389-91

Drummond, Judge, impeachment petition, 659, 675
Education, grants in aid in estimates, 503
Election expenses, return to Minister of Finance, 243, 283
Election Kamouraska County, 140, 155-7, 381, 382, 724, 725
Estimates, complaint of delay, 416
Estimates disapprobation motion, 239
European and North American Railroad stock, Western extension, 661
Excise duties, 264, 271, 274, 580, 581
Financial statement, 175, 212-8, 234, 288, 289, 579, 580
Fisheries, overseers, officers and guardians, appropriation, 632
Fisheries, Sea and Inland Navigation, appointment special com., 441
Fortifications Bill, 714
Galt, Hon. A. T. resignation Minister of Finance, 10
Geological Survey, 410
Governor General's salary, 610, 613, 616, 625, 627
Governor General's salary Bill, 640, 668, 669
Grand Trunk Arrangements Act of 1862 Bill, amdt., 219
Grenville and Carillon Canal plans, specifications, etc., M. for papers, 489
House of Commons

business agenda, 93
conduct, threats to obstruct business, 749-51
jurisdiction, 463, 464
Minutes reading in English and French, 749
rules, 333
seats, privilege, right of certain Officers of Crown, 91, 99, 101-3
sittings, 222, 669

Incorporated Companies Bill, 668
Independence of Parliament Bill, 734, 737-41; qu., 409, 706
Inland Revenue Department and others unnecessary, 493
Inland Revenue Department Bill, 302, 303, 560-2
Insolvency Bill, 706, 744
Insurance Companies Bill, 413, 414, 706, 737, 744, 745, 749-51, 756
Insurance company licensing, 733, 734
Intercolonial Railway

engineers and instructions issued, 348, 349
Government intention, qu., 754, 755
location and construction, 346, 349, 406
petitions for Robinson route, 361
survey appropriation, 662, 663
survey parties, information received, qu., 489

Intercolonial Railway Bill, 296, 307, 312
Interest rate, government loans and deposits Bank of Montreal, 710, 711
Judges, impeachment, 686
Judges salaries and allowances, 702
Justice, estimates for administration, 499, 502
Lafontaine, Judge, petition charges against, 646
Lieutenant-Governors, salaries, appointment, 299, 300, 485, 674

99038-51
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Holton, Hon. L. H-Cont.
Local Legislature members disqualified from sitting or voting in Senate or House

of Commons Bill, 152
Marine and Fisheries Department Bil, 395, 452, 459
McGee, the Late Hon. Thomas D'Arcy provision for his family, 487
Members indemnity, 96
Members' Indemnity and Speakers' Salaries Bill, 122
Militia

appropriation, 661
Deputy Minister and others salaries, 692
Deputy Minister, objection to appointment, 490, 491
fortifications Montreal and other cities, 609, 649, 653
land appropriation claims, County of Levis, 622
volunteers, additional pay, 760

Militia Bill, 682, 717-22
Motion resolutions on expenses from com. on Supply be ref. com. of Ways and

Means, 243, 244
New Brunswick Railways subsidies appropriation, 661, 662
Northern Railway of Canada Bill, 697
Nova Scotia sentiments on Confederation resolution, 586, 587
Ottawa District, Select com. to inquire into administration of justice, 685
Page, Mr., Chief Engineer Public Works Department, 705
Parliament length of Session, 659
Parliament procedure, 610
Patents for Inventions Bill, 727, 746, 747
Petitions, money, 617, 645
Police of Canada Bill, 745
Postal Service Bill, 334
Provincial notes, assimilation Dominion, qu., 123
Public Accounts and Trade and Navigation returns, 91
Public Service staff and salaries, 610, 613, 616, 629
Public Works Bill, 304
Public Works Department supply, 494
Railway Bill, 727, 728, 730
Receiver General Department unnecessary as separate department, 491, 492
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporation with Dominion of Canada, 197,

200, 223, 229, 244, 245, 350, 353-5, 698, 711, 712, 754
St. Lewis Hydraulic Company, Bill to incorporate jurisdiction Quebec Legislature,

622, 623
Secretary of State Department Bill, 393
Select com. appointment to report on state of Departmental offices, 637
Spirits, to increase duty and provide inspection Bill, 709
Supply Bill, 745, 746, 754, 756
Tariff resolutions, 266, 267, 278
Titles and Royal Honours, 82-5, 387, 513, 524, 541, 623, 713
Tobacco Duties Bill, 743
Tupper, Hon. Charles mission to England, qu., 360, 367-73, 755; recali, 467, 472,

474, 475
Unauthorized expenditures statement, 145
United Church of England and Ireland Synod Bill, 618

House of Commons
Adjournment death Hon. Thomas D'Arcy McGee, 477
Bills introduction, jurisdiction, 136-8
Bills procedure, 367
Business of the House

agenda, 93, 94
business postponed, 334
Government business, 381, 409
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House of Commons-Cont.
legislative program, 105
measures to be passed, 332
obstruction charges, 749-51
pairing error corrected, 618
petitions money, 617
petitions time extended, 338
private Bills time extended, 487
private menbers time, 93, 361

Conduct, threats to obstruct business, 749-51
Courtesies, 698
Documents, withholding by Governor General, 523, 524
Entertainments, rooms fitted up and dinner service provided, 98, 199
Governor Generai summons to Senate Chamber, 3
Leave of absence

Galt, Hon. A.T., 127
Huntington, Hon. L.S., 140
Joly, H.G., 409
McCallum, Lachlin, 443

Local Legislature members disqualified from sitting in the House, 241-3
Local Legislature Ministers sitting in the House, 104, 105, 121, 140, 144, 146-8
Members indemnity, 81, 95-9, 121, 122
Officers of the Crown right to occupy seats, 91, 99, 101-5, 121, 140-4, 146-8
Orders not caiied because of "thinness of the House", 341
Party lines, 47
Prorogation or adjournment, 317, 711, 750, 763
Questions affecting privileges, 102
Rules and Regulations com. appointments, 81
Rules and regulations, framing, 4
Rules and Standing Orders presented and ordered to be printed, 161
Rules of the House, Com. of the whole to consider Report Special com., 333
Sittings, 221, 222, 669, 698
Speaker, election Hon. James Cockburn, 3

House of Comamons, Certain Persons Indemnified for Having Sat and Vofed as Mem-
bers, While Holding Certain Offices Under the Crown BIl. Sir John A. Macdonald

N. Intro., 571; Intro., 629; 2r., 3r., passed, 697; R.A., 762

House of Commons, Internal Economy Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
Intro., 661; 2r., 735; R.A., 762

Howe, Hon. Joseph (Hants, N.S.)
Address in Reply, 10-3
Commercial Bank failure, 263
Commercial Bank of Canada Bill, 170
Confederation, 10-3
Debates official reporting, 232
Election Kamouraska County, 157
Estimates disapprobation motion, 238, 239
Excise duty resolutions, 278
Financial Statement debate, 217, 218
Fisheries Bill, 94
Grand Trunk Arrangements Act of 1862 Bill, amdt, 127-31, 219
House of Commons sittings, 222
Leadership, 10
Officers of the Crown right to occupy seats in the House, 103, 147
Rupert's Land & Northwest Territory incorporation with Dominion of Canada

183-6, 205-8, 224, 249, 250
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Howe, Hon. Joseph-Cont.
St. Lawrence and Ottawa Railway Company Bill, 164
Tariff resolutions, 268, 269
Titles conferred by Her Majesty, 83

Howland, Hon. W. P. (York West, Ont.)
Canada Vine Growers' Association Bill, 724
Civil Service Building and Savings Society Bill, 159
Commercial Bank of Canada Bill, 173, 174
Customs tariff, 599
Excise duties, 580
Inland Revenue Department Bill, 560-2, 677
Liquor Inspection Fund, 541, 542
Northern Railway of Canada Bill, 697, 717, 735
Railway Bill, 728
Spirits, to increase duty and provide inspection Bill, 708, 709
Tobacco Duties Bill, 676, 735, 742, 743
Tobacco importation, 670
Vine cultivation and wine making, 535

Hudson's Bay Company
Company and Intercolonial Railway, M. (Mr. Langevin) for papers, 169
Lands occupied by Company, incorporation in Dominion of Canada, 181-97, 200-9,

223-9, 711-3
Northwest territory, claims over, papers requested, M. (Mr. Bodwell) for papers,

39, 88, 159, 189
Stock, affected by purchase of Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory by Canada,

205, 208
Territory claimed, portion proposed surrendered to Crown, maps furnished gov-

ernment, M. (Mr. Morris) for papers, 176, 220, 221

Huntingion, Hon. L. S. (Shefford, Que.)
Currency Bill, 401
Customs tariff, 598, 599
Election Kamouraska County, 379, 382
Governor General's and Civil Service salaries, 612, 613
Judges, Quebec, Province of, 423
Leave of absence for one week granted, 140
Nova Scotia sentiments on Confederation resolution, 591
Parliamentary staffs economies, 514, 518, 520, 521
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory Incorporation with Dominion of Canada,

196, 197
Statutes of Canada, distribution Justices of the Peace, qu., 583
Tupper, Hon. Charles mission to England, 371, 372

Huoi, P. G. (Quebec East, Que.)
International Maritime Exhibition at Havre delegate, qu., 488
Petition for return, 93

Immigration
Appropriation, qu. (Mr. J. H. Cameron), 723
Dominion-Local governments correspondence, M. (Mr. Tupper) for papers, 221
Encouragement, qu. (Mr. McConkey), 105, 131
Importance, 221
Northwest Territory, encouragement, qu. (Mr. Redford), 404
Supply, 507

Immigration and Colonization Comnit±ee
Additions, 169, 638
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Immigration Department, see Agriculture, Immigration and Statisties Department

Import Duty
Printers and publishers Montreal, petition, 375

Incorporated Companies Bill. Mr. Abbott
2r., 688

Independence of Parliament Bill
Introduction time, qu. (Mr. Holton), 409, 706

Independence of Parliament Bill, Mr. Brown
res., 297

Independence of Parliament, Further Securing, Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
N. Intro., 353 Intro., 417; 2r., 734; com., 737-41; R.A., 762

Indians
Agent at Manitoulin Island conduct, M. (Mr. Mackenzie) for papers, 405

Dues and license fees collected from Indian and white people, qu., 176
Patent Deeds for Indian lands, qu. (Mr. David Thompson), 386
Payment by Supt. Gilkinson, Six Nations Indians to Indian Department, qu.

(Mr. David Thompson), 176, 220
Prosecutions instituted County Brant, qu. (Mr. Brown), 188, 221
Reserve population, acres occupied, cultivated Townships Oneida and Tuscarora,

qu. (Mr. David Thompson), 176, 220
Sale of lands reserved, qu. (Mr. Bertrand), 110
Secretary of State to control affairs, 393-5
Six Nation Indian Reserve Haldimand, bringing into market, qu. (Mr. David

Thompson), 110

Inland Revenue, Department
Supply, 493, 494

Inland Revenue Department Bill. Mr. Rose, Mr. Howland
Intro., 279; 2r., 285; 560-2, 677; com. 299, 562; 3r., passed, 302-4, 309, 569; Senate

amdt., 706; R.A., 762

Inquiries Concerning Public Matters Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
Com., 444; 3r., passed, 449; R.A., 761

Insolvency Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
Intro., 690; 2r., discharged, 744

Insurance Companies
License and deposit, 717, 733, 734

Insurance Companies Bill. Mr. Rose
N. Intro., 343; Intro., 737; 2r., 413-5, 706, 744, 745, 749-51, 756-8; Insenargea, ia;

3r., passed, 758; R.A., 763

Insurance, Life
Government supervision, 214, 301

Intercolonial Railway
Addresses in Reply, 6, 9-11, 13, 14, 19, 21, 31, 39, 42, 45-7, 57, 58, 63, 66
Construction

despite Nova Scotia Repeal of the Union, location eastern terminus qu. (Mr F.
Jones), 345

offers made to Government, M. (Mr. Oliver) for papers, 406
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Intercolonial Railway-Cont.
Document signing, 208
Engineers and instructions issued, qu. (Mr. Mackenzie), 248, 349, 406
Engineers' report, laying before House, qu. (Mr. Johnson), 110
Expenditure, 752, 753
Government intention, qu. (Mr. Holton), 754, 755
Government intention further survey different routes, introduction measure for

construction this session, qu. (Mr. Connell), 92, 109
House com. of Whole resolutions, 175, 188
Imperial Guarantee Act, M. (Mr. Mackenzie) for papers, 668
Loan 3 million sterling, consideration resolutions by House, 121
Location and construction, M. (Mr. F. Jones) for papers, 346-8, 353
Public Works Department, 494, 495
Railway and Hudson's Bay Co. M. (Mr. Langevin) for papers, 169
Report Sandford Fleming, printing, 406
Reports and correspondence, M. (Mr. Robitaille) for papers, 79, 89
Reports Major Robinson and Sandford Fleming be printed M. (Mr. McMillan)

for papers, 167
Robinson route petitions, 343, 345, 361, 362, 367, 375, 385, 403
Robinson Survey printing of documents, 698
Route

petition Cumberland County, 177
petition Quebec Board of Trade, 263
petitions presented to Privy Council, M. (Mr. Bolton) for papers, 639
petitions Rimouski and Temiscouata, 161

Survey parties information received, qu. (Mr. Holton), 489
Survey progress report, qu. (Mr. Mackenzie), 566
Survey statement of expenses, M. (Mr. Francis Jones) for papers, 408, 439
Terminus, corresponding with Seeretary of State for Colonies, M. (Mr, Blanchet)

for papers, 92, 124

Intercolonial Railway Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald, Sir G. E. Cartier
Intro., 188; 2r., 269, 296, 297; com., 305-7, 311-6; 3r., passed, 217-31

Interest Rate
Amend laws, House com. consider res., order discharged, 743, 744
Finance Minister Rose statement, 659, 660
Fixed rate, government intention to introduce Bill, qu. (Mr. J. S. Ross), 166, 178
Government loans and deposits Bank of Montreal, 710, 711
Measure to limit, qu. (Mr. Godin), 385

Interest Rate, Bill to Limit. Mr. Godin
N. Intro., 496; Intro., 505; 2r., 642

Interest Rate in Nova Scotia Bill. Mr. Campbell
2r., 758, 761

International Maritime Exhibition ai Havre
Delegate, qu. (Mr. Huot), 488

Interpretation and Construction of the Statutes Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
N. of M., 81; Intro., 94; 2r., 138; Com., 158, 160

Irvine, Hon. George (Megantic, Que.)
Corporation of Pilots, complaints against for and below harbour of Quebec, M. for

papers, 638
Drummond, Judge impeachment petition, 665
Grand Trunk arrangement Act, 1862 Bill, andt., 107
Judges, Quebec, Province of, 421
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Irvine, Hon. George-Cont.
Letters Patent, Bill to authorize issue to Jermiah Cummings and Robert London,

107
Police of Canada Bill, 745
Whiteaves, F. J., Bill for relief, 691

Jackson George (Grey South, Ont.)
Corporation of Pilots, complaints against for and below the harbour of Quebec, M.

for papers, 638
Immigration, aiding, 507
Inland Revenue Department Bill, 303
Members' Indemnity and Speakers' Salaries Bill, 567, 568
Secretary of State Department Bill, 393

Johnson, Hon. J. M. (Northumberland, N.B.>
Aliens and Naturalization Bill, 661
Canals expenditure, 631
Confederation, 78
Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, 564
Customs tariff, 597
Departmental Offices, Select Com. appointed to report on state, 637
Divorce Bills, dealing with by House, 641
Drummond, Judge, impeachment petition, 665, 676
Government Department Officers, employees, names salaries and further payments,

qu., 105, 362-6
Government Dominion jurisdiction, 463, 622
Governor General's salary, 625
Intercolonial Railway Bill, 329, 331
Intercolonial Railway, laying Engineers' report before flouse, qu., 110
Intercolonial Railway survey appropriation, 663
Interest Rate Bill, 642
Justice, estimates for administration, 498, 501
Local Legislature members disqualified from sitting or voting in Senate or House

of Commons Bill, 149, 150
McDonald, E. M. seat, motion refer Privileges and Elections Com., 243
McGee, late Hon. Thomas D'Arcy, provision for his family, 506
Members indemnity, 97, 98
Members' Indemnity and Speakers' Salaries Bill, 122, 531, 567
Militia Bill, 537, 680, 690
Militia Department expense, 490
Militia fortifications Montreal and other cities, 609, 654
Militia land appropriation claims, County of Levis, 622
Nova Scotia sentiments on Confederation, resolution, 585, 586
Officers of the Crown right to occupy seats in the House, 103, 144
Parliamentary staffs economies, 514, 521
Petitions, money, 645
Postal Service Bill, 338
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporation with Dominion of Canada,

197, 712
St. Lawrence and Ottawa Railway Company Bill, 164
Sydenham River Bill, 567

Joly, H. G. (Lotbinière, Que.)
Address in Reply, 63
Confederation, 63
Custody by Sergeant-at-Arms, 609
Election Kamouraska County, 376, 377, 380
House of Commons leave of absence, 409
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporation with Dominion of Canada,

193, 228
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Jones, A. G. (Halifax, N.S.)
Address in Reply, 32, 33
Banks in the Province of Nova Scotia Bill, 692
Confederation, 32, 33
Customs Duties Bill, 731, 732
Customs tariff, 598-600
Excise duties, 278
Fisheries

bounty system discontinuance, 632
bounty system extension, qu., 110
Reciprocity Treaty with United States, qu., 105, 131

Fisheries Bill, 729
Lieutenant-Governors salaries, appointment, 485, 486, 674
Militia Bill, 714, 719
Nova Scotia sentiments on Confederation resolutions, 586
Oath and seat taken, 23
Rupert's Land and the Northwest Territory incorporation with the Dominion of

Canada, 204, 205
Sugar duties, communications from Chambers of Commerce, M. for papers, 637
Tariff resolutions, 268, 269

Jones. Francis (Leeds North, Grenville North, Ont.)
Address in Reply, 63
British Columbia, incorporation with Dominion of Canada, 353
Cabinet should not exceed nine, 618-21
Civil Service salaries, 610
Confederation, 63, 473
Currency Bill, 358
Customs Duties Bill, 732
Customs tariff, 594, 596, 598
Debates official reporting, 177, 178, 231, 410
Export duty sawed lumber, stave-bolts, shingle bolts, qu., 110
Government Departments, 497
Government employees, list of names, salaries, ref. Contingencies Com., 363, 264
Government expenditure for printing, 405
Governor General's salary, 610, 627
Grand Trunk Bill, 130
House of Commons jurisdiction, 164
Inland Revenue Department Bill, 303, 361
Intercolonial Railway

construction, 407
construction despite N.S. repeal of the Union; location eastern terminus, qu., 345
location and construction, M. for papers, 346, 347, 353
reports, 406
survey appropriation, 663
survey statement of expenses, M. for papers, 408, 439

Judges salaries and allowances, 702
Members' Indemnity and Speakers' Salaries Bill, 122, 123, 531, 532
Militia Bill, 432, 433, 679, 681, 720, 722
Papal Zouaves, Canadian, fighting against nation with which we are at peace,

qu., 386
Parliamentary staffs economies, 515
Postal Service Bill, 336, 338
Public Works Department resolution dropped, 725, 726
Railway Bill, 731
Railway inspection appropriation, 632
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporation with Dominion of Canada,

248, 353, 354
St. Lawrence and Ottawa Railway Company Bill, 164
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Jones, Francis-Cont.
Saw-logs, shingle bolts, etc. petitions for no duty, 409
Secretary of State Department Bill, 394

Judge, Counties Huron and Bruce
Toms, I. F., Junior or Deputy Judge, resignation, qu. (Mr. M. C. Cameron), 462

Judges
Circuit allowances, salaries, 497, 498
Salaries, allowances, 701, 702

Judges, County Courts of New Brunswick
Salaries, copies all correspondence between Dominion and Province, amount paid by

Dominion, M. (Mr. Smith) for papers, 134, 145, 146, 257
Salaries to be paid by Dominion Government, qu. (Mr. Smith), 105, 131

Judges, County Courts of Ontario
Statement requested, 221

Judges, Impeachment
Lafontaine and Drunmond, 646, 659, 665, 666, 675, 676, 685, 686

Judges, Ouebec Province of
Court sittings, leave of absence, failure to administer justice, M. (Mr. Fortin) for

papers, 420-5
Resignations, replacements, qu. (Mr. L. H. Masson), 685

Judges Superior Court of N.B.
Claims for salary or allowance, qu. (Mr. Fisher), 92

Justice Department
Supply, 489

Justice Department Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
2r., 643; com., 3r., passed, 646; R.A., 761

Justices of the Peace
Appointing, correspondence, Orders in Council etc. in relation to power of M. (Mr.
L. H. Masson) for papers, 124
Appointment, qu. (Mr. L. H. Masson), 109; qu. (Mr. Savary), 723

Justices of the Peace, Duties out of Sessions in Regard to Persons Charged with
Indictable Offences Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald

N. Intro., 425; Intro., 442; 2r., 643; 3r., passed, 645, 697

Justices of the Peace Duties out of Sessions in Relation to Summary Convictions Bill.
Sir John A. Macdonald.

2r., 643; 3r., passed, 645, 697

Juvenile Offenders, More Speedy Trial and Punishment Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
2r., 643; Com., 693

Keeler, Joseph (Northumberland East, Ont.)
Canal, Lake Ontario-Bay of Quinte, M. for papers, 133; ref. Maritime and Fluvial

Fisheries Com., 690
Canal, Murray, provision estimates for construction qu., 392, 461
Export duty, timber bolts, cedar, etc., qu., 366
Marriage and divorce, government intention to sumbit measure or establish Divorce

Court, qu., 167, 220
Trent River, removal dam at Chisholm's Rapids, qu., 284

99038-52
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Killam, Hon. Thomas (Yarmouth, N.S.)
Excise duty resolutions, 273
Financial Statement, 289
Rupert's Land and the Northwest Territory incorporating with the Dominion of

Canada, 205

Kimber, Rene (Gentleman Usher of The Black Rod)
Message from His Excellency, The Governor General, 3, 5

Kirkpatrick, Thomas (Frontenac, Ont.)
American silver tariff, 280
Militia land appropriation claims, County of Levis, 622
Tariff resolutions, 267

Knaresborough Case, see Elections

Labrador
Boundary line, correspondence Canada and Newfoundland, M. (Mr. Fortin) for

papers, 466

Lafontaine, Judge
Charges against, petition requesting investigation, report, 646, 685, 686, 723

Lake Memphramagog Navigation Company, to Confirm By-Law Passed by Directors,
Bill. Mr. Colby

Intro., 536; 2r., 3r., passed, 661; R.A., 762

Lamirande
Extradition M. (Mr, Blake) for papers, 39; M. (Mr. Mackenzie) for papers, 82, 341

Land Seillement System
Quantity purchased, price, qu. (Mr. Sproat), 197, 221

Langevin, Hon. H. L. (Dorchester, Que.)
Agriculture Department Bill, 707, 708
Companion of the Bath honour conferred by Her Majesty, 524
Contingencies Com. report recommending economuies Parliamentary staffs, 513-4
Divorce Bills, dealing with by House, 641
Documents, withholding from House of Commons by Governor General, 523, 524
Election Kamouraska County, 378, 380, 724, 725
French Canadian fought for rights, 194
Government employees, list names, salaries ref. Contingencies Com., 362, 365
Governor General's and Civil Service salaries, 613
Intercolonial Railway and Hudson's Bay Company, M. for papers, 169
Judges, Quebec Province of, 424
Militia Bill, 680
Quarantine and Public Health Bill, 743
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporating with Dominion of Canada,

194
Secretary of State administration of Indian and Ordnance Lands Bill, 571
Secretary of State Department Bill, 81, 94, 95, 393-5
Tobacco Duties Bill, 743
Trade Marks and other Industrial Designs Bill, 742, 745
Upper Canada, Supt. of Education report 1866, 218

Langlois, Jean (Montmorency, Que.-2nd Member)
Tobacco Duties Bill, 743
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Larceny and Other Similar Offences Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
N. Intro., 425; Intro., 442; 2r., 643; 3r., passed, 645

Law Proceedings, Fees
Collected in Ontario, M. (Mr. Wood) for papers, 687-9

Lawson, Peter (Norfolk South, Ont.)
American silver tariff, 280
Currency Bill, 401
Customs House Officers, printing of return respecting, 465
Customs and Harbour tolls, qu., 89
Customs tariff, 605
Debates official reporting and publishing, 409
Hamilton and Port Dover plank road, sale, M. for papers, 82, 197, 221
Militia Bill, 538
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporation with Dominion of Canada,

249

Leadership
Howe, Hon. Joseph, 10

Legislative Councils, see Upper House

Letters Patent
Cummings, Jeremiah; London, Robert, 107; Cull, J. W., 199

Library of Parliament
Books, condition, 664
Committee appointed assist Mr. Speaker in direction and join with Senate, 167, 178
Committee appointments, additional, 418
Speaker, rulings and statements, 666

Library of Parliament, see also Reading Room

Library of Parliament Committee
Petitions purchase of books, Gooch, John 209, 221; Harvey, Arthur, 108, 221;

Morgan, H. J., 222
Report, 593, 666, 667, 726

Lieutenant-Governors
Salaries, appointment, 299, 300, 485, 486, 673-5

Lighthouses
Appropriations to construction etc., M. (Mr. Stephenson) for papers, 132
Fisheries Committee recommendations, 617
Port Neuf Point, Egg Island and Manicouagan Point, light and whistle Red Island

Shoal, qu. (Mr. Tremblay), 92, 109

Lighthouses, Buoys and Beacons Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
Intro., 639; 2r., 735; R.A., 762

Liquor
Tariff alterations to increase excise duty, qu. (Mr. Harrison), 154, 157, 161

Liquor Inspection Fund
Creation, 241, 418, 541, 542

99038-521
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Little, W. C. (Simcoe South, Ont.)
Governor General's and Civil Service salaries, 614, 615
Militia Bill, 721

Local Legislature Members Being Disqualified From Sitting or Voting in Senate or
House of Commons Bill. Mr. Mills

Intro., 101; 2r., 149-54; withdrawn and disharged, 154

Local Legislatures
Jurisdiction of House of Commons, 622, 623
Members supplied with copies of papers and documents of Dominion Parliament,

351

London Board of Trade, Legalize Appoiniments Bill. Mr. Carling
Intro., 145; 2r., 156; ref. Com. Banking and Commerce, 156, 209, 257; com., 283

Lumber
Dues and license fees collected from Indian and white people, qu. (Mr. Thompson),

176
Sawed, stave-bolts, shingle-bolts, export duty, 110

Macdonald, Allan
Abduction by U.S. officials, M. (Mr. Mackenzie) for papers, 346, 356, 623, 624
Liberties of Canadian subjects imperilled, 419

Macdonald, Sir John A. (Kingston, Ont.)
Accessories and abettors of indictable offences Bill, 425, 442, 570, 573
Act of late Province of Canada 25 Vic. cap. 72 Bill, amdt., 643, 645
Agriculture Department Bill, 707
Aliens and Naturalization Bill, 660, 661
Animals, cruelty Bill, 707
Apprehension and detention of persons suspected of committing acts of hostility

against Her Majesty's person and Government Bill, 108, 166
Arms Bill, 310
Banking Bill, 411, 412
Bank of Upper Canada Bill, 287
Banks Bill, 330
British Columbia, incorporation with Dominion of Canada, 353-5
Cabinet Ministers, Judges and other functionaries salaries and allowances, 694, 695
Cabinet vacancies, filling, 10, 63, 90
Charitable institutions arrears, 679
Civil Service staff and salaries, 613, 629
Coal measurement and loading Bill, 641
Commercial Bank failure, 262
Commercial Bank of Canada Bill, 107, 119
Commissions and Oaths of Allegiance and of Office Bill, 5, 415, 449
Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, 562, 563, 670, 698
Copper coin or tokens importation or manufacture Bill, 671
Court of Appeal establishment, 566
Criminal Cases procedure Bill, 425, 442, 643, 690, 745
Criminal Law Bill, 442, 734
Crown and Government, better security Bill, 442, 570, 642, 670
Currency Bill, 400
Custom House Officers, printing of a return respecting, 465
Customs Collector Port of Toronto, filling vacancy, 700
Customs Department Bill, 669
Customs tariff, 593-5, 604
Debates, official reporting, 177, 232, 233
Departmental offices, Select Com. appointed to report, 637
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Macdonald, Sir John A.-Cont.
Dominion Arbitrator, 383, 385
Dominion police force, 634
Dominion Stock, names of purchasers, etc., 349, 390
Dominion Stock sales, correspondence Minister of Finance and Bank of Montreal,

438
Drummond, Judge, impeachment petition, 665, 666, 675, 676
Education, grants in aid in estimates, 503
Election Kamouraska county, 81, 91, 140, 156, 375, 376, 381, 725
Elections, Controverted, trial Bill, 343, 359, 360, 695
Enquiries concerning Public Matters Bill, 415
Estimates, disapprobation motion, 239
Evidence in Canada in relation to civil and commercial matters pending before

Courts of Justice in any other of Her Majesty's Dominions or before Foreign
Tribunals Bill, 702, 745, 749

Excise duties, 265, 272-4
Extradition Treaty Extension Bill, 343, 357, 395, 442, 449
Fenian invasion leaders rendition, correspondence Canada and U.S., 389
Fisheries Bill, 570, 715, 728-30
Fisheries bounty system discontinuance, 632
Fisheries overseers, officers and guardians appropriation, 632
Fisheries, Sea and Inland Navigation, appointment special com., 441
Fishing by Foreign Vessels Bill, 639, 735
Foreign Aggressors Apprehension Bill, 160
Forgery Bill, 425, 442, 643, 645, 743
Galt, Hon. A. T., mission to England declinature, 367, 368
Geological Survey, 410
Government Dominion, jurisdiction, 164, 165, 463, 622, 623
Governor General's salary, 613, 624, 625
Governor General's salary Bill, 640
Governor General's Secretaries appropriation, 486
Grand Trunk Arrangements Act of 1862 Bill, amdt., 219
Habeas Corpus Act suspension, 158
Holton, Hon. L. H., charges of obstruction, 749-51
House of Commons

legal right J. S. Macdonald, Christopher Dunkin to sit and vote, res. ref. Com.
Privileges and Elections, 108; report, 169

legislative program, 105
rules and regulations, framing, 4
sittings, 221, 222, 669

House of Commons, certain persons indemnified for having sat and voted as
members while holding certain offices under the Crown Bill, 571, 629, 697

House of Commons internal economy Bill, 661, 735
Independence of Parliament Bill, 353, 417, 734, 737, 740, 741
Inland Revenue Department Bill, 304, 561
Inland Revenue Minister absence defended, 493, 494
Inquiries concerning Public Matters Bill, 444, 449
Insolvency Bill, 690, 744
Insurance Companies Bill, 414, 415, 737, 751
Intercolonial Railway Bill, 306, 307, 311-6, 317
Intercolonial Railway, location and construction, 346-8, 754, 755
Interpretation and Construction of the Statutes Bill, 81, 94, 138
Judges, Quebec, Province of, 425
Judges, salaries and allowances, 498, 702
Justice Department Bill, 643, 646
Justice, estimates for administration, 498-502
Justices of the Peace appointment, 124
Justices of the Peace, duties out of sessions in regard to persons charged with

indictable offences Bill, 425, 442, 643, 645, 697
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Macdonald, Sir John A.-Cont.
Justices of the Peace, duties out of session in relation to summary convictions Bill,

643, 645, 697
Juvenile Offenders, Bill for more speedy trial and punishment, 643, 693
Lafontaine, Judge, charges against, 646
Larceny and other similar Offences Bill, 425, 442, 643, 645
Law proceedings fees collected in Ontario, 689
Library of Parliament, 167, 666
Lieutenant-Governors salaries, appointment, 299, 300, 485
Lighthouses, buoys and beacons Bill, 639, 735
Liquor Inspection Fund, 541, 542
Local Legislature members disqualified from sitting or voting in Senate or House

of Commons Bill, 150, 152
Macdonald, Allan, abduction, 624
Malicious injuries to Property Bill, 425, 442, 643, 645
Marine and Fisheries Department Bill, 395, 450-9, 560, 569
Mariners, relief of sick and distressed Bill, 639, 735
McGee, Hon. Thomas D'Arcy death, 477
McGee, late Hon. Thomas D'Arcy, Bill to provide for the widow and children, 507,

564
McGee, late Thomas D'Arcy, provision for widow and children, 487, 488, 505, 506
Members indemnity, 81, 95-7
Members' Indemnity and Speakers' Salaries Act Bill, amdt., 533, 568
Members' Indemnity and Speakers' Salaries Bill, 122, 138
Militia appropriations, 661
Militia Bill, 544, 751, 717, 718, 722
Militia fortifications Montreal and other cities, 609, 646, 653, 656
Militia volunteers additional pay, 759, 760
Ministers, filling of offices, 492
Navigation of Canada Waters Bill, 643, 670
Newfoundland incorporation with Dominion of Canada, 355
Nova Scotia House of Assembly address repeal British North America Act, 467
Nova Scotia sentiments on Confederation resolutions, 586, 590, 591
Oath of Allegiance Bill, 525
Oaths to Witnesses being administered in certain cases for the purposes of either

House of Parliament Bill, 734, 737
Offences against the Person Bill, 425, 442, 643, 645
Offences relating to Coin Bill, 425, 642
Offences relating to the Code Bill, 442
Officers of the Crown right to occupy seats in the House, 105, 142, 143
Ottawa District, Select Committee to inquire into Administration of Justice, 685,

686
Outlawry and attainder Bill, 695
Page, Mr., Chief Engineer Public Works Department, 705
Parliamentary mail, cost of conveying from Buildings to Post Office and contractor,

638
Parliamentary staffs economies, 521, 522
Parliament, define privileges Bill, 525, 542
Parliament, Houses and Members Bill, 353
Parliament of Canada continuing in case of the demise of the Crown Bill, 343, 395,

410, 761
Patent law measure to be introduced, 385
Patents for inventions, Consolidated Statutes of Canada Chap. 34 Bill, amdt., 727,

746
Penitentiaries Bill, 343, 415, 443, 444, 570, 629
Perjury Bill, 711
Point of Order, 357
Poisons, regulate sale Bill, 425, 442, 695
Police of Canada Bill, 745
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Macdonald, Sir John A.-Cont.
Postal Service Bill, 334-7
Prince Alfred, Duke of Edinburgh, assassination attempt at Sydney, 565
Public Works Department supply, 495
Railway Bill, 730
Railway construction Riviere du Loup and Halifax, 166
Railways loan for completion, House in Com., 159, 160
Recorders' salaries in Ontario, 689, 690
Red River uprising, rumor in newspapers, 389
Removal of persons in custody charged with treason or felony Bill, 643, 645
Riots and riotous assemblies Bill, 643, 645
Riots near Public Works Bill, 734, 742
Rupert's Land and the Northwest Territory incorporating with the Dominion of

Canada, 200, 223-6, 350, 351, 353-5, 698, 711, 712, 754
St. Lawrence and Ottawa Railway Company Bill, 164, 165
Secretary of State Department Bill, 939
Secret service expenditure, 498, 499
Security by Officers of Canada Bill, 415, 444, 449
Senate contingencies in estimates, 502
Speaker, election, 3
Speaker of the House permission to call another member temporarily to the Chair

Bill, 107, 108, 138
Speakers' salaries, 95
Steamboats, inspection and safety of passengers Bill, 449, 671, 677
Sydenham River, facilitate removal of obstructions Bill, 535, 567
Tariff resolutions, 269
Titles and Royal Honours, 82-4, 524, 541
Trust and Loan Company of Upper Canada Bill, 488, 708
Tupper, Hon. Charles mission to England and recall, 367, 368, 474, 755
United States compensation for property destroyed by marauders, publicly armed

and organized in U.S., correspondence Canada and Great Britain, 388
Vine Cultivation and Wine making in Canada Special Com., 535
Whiteaves, F. J., Bill for relief of, 691

Macdonald, Hon. J. S. (Cornwall, Ont.)
Bank of Montreal patronage by Government, 466
Cabinet Ministers, Judges and other functionaries salaries and allowances, 694
Canals, Sunday closing, 686
Charitable institutions arrears, 678, 679
Commercial Bank of Canada Bill, 170, 172, 174
Contingencies of Departments Bill, 558
Debates official reporting, 231
Denison, G. T. petition compensation for damages steamer "Georgian", 742
Election Kamouraska County, 381
Elections, Controverted, trial Bill, 360
Financial Statement debate, 213, 217, 218
Geological Survey, 395
Government employees, list of names, salaries ref. Contingencies Com., 363, 365
House of Commons, jurisdiction, 463
House of Commons, sittings, 669
Immigration importance, 221
Independence of Parliament Bill, 741
Inland Revenue Department Bill, 561
Intercolonial Railway, petitions for Robinson route, 361, 362
Judges, Quebec, Province of, 424
Legal right to sit and vote in House, ref. Com. Privileges and Elections, 108, 169
Members' Indemnity and Speakers' Salaries Bill, 122
Militia Bill, 433, 434, 681, 682, 714, 715, 719, 722
Ottawa District, Select Com. inquire into Administration of Justice, 685



812 HOUSE OF COMMONS DEBATES

Macdonald, Hon. J. S.-Cont.
Parliamentary procedure, 610
Parliamentary staffs economies, 517, 518
Patents for inventions Consolidated Statutes Chap. 34 Bill, amdt., 746, 747
Recorders' salaries in Ontario, 689
Red River uprising, rumor in newspapers, qu., 389
Speaker commended on social entertainment; suggestion rooms be fitted and dinner

service provided, 98
Titles and Royal Honours, 713
Tupper, Hon. Charles recall, 472, 475

Macfarlane, Robert (Perth South, Ont.)
Bank of Agriculture Bill, 508
Bills private, time extended for receiving petitions, 283
Dominion stock, 300
Grand Trunk Bill, 129, 131
Letters Patent to J. W. Cull, Bill to authorize issue, 199
Railway Bill, 731
Railways and Canals better traffic regulations Bill, 105, 127, 286, 566
Standing Orders Committee first report, 107

Mackenzie, Alexander (Lambton, Ont.)
Address in Reply, 35-7
Agriculture Department Bill, 707
Aliens and Naturalization Bill, 660
Arms Bill, 309, 310
Audit Act, 677
Banking Bill, 411
Banks and Dominion Notes Bill, 402, 446
Banks, shareholders in several, qu., 348
British Columbia, incorporation with Dominion of Canada, 354, 355
British North American Provinces, union of all, M. for papers, 82
Cabinet Ministers, Judges and other functionaries salaries and allowances, 693, 695
Canada Live Stock Insurance Company, 724
Canada Vine Growers' Association Bill, 724
Canals expenditure, 631
Canals Sunday closing, 686, 687
Charitable institutions arrears, 678, 679
Civil Service Bill, 693
Civil Service staff and salaries, 610, 615, 629
Coal measurement and loading Bill, 641
Commercial Bank failure, 263
Commercial Bank of Canada Bill, 174
Confederation, 35-7
Contingencies of Departments Bill, 525, 526, 557-9
Contingent charges in the Departments of Public Service, Bill to regulate and

restrict and establish a stationery office, 417
Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, 563, 564, 699, 700
Currency Bill, 401
Customs collection appropriation, 633
Customs Collector, Port of Toronto, filling vacancy, 700, 701
Customs Department Bill, 669
Customs Duties Bill, 732
Customs House Officers, printing of a return respecting, 465
Customs tariff, 594-7, 603-5
Debates, official reporting and publishing, 123, 125, 157, 231, 233, 409
Defence of the country, M. for papers, 89
Denison, G. T. petition compensation for damages steamer "Georgian", 742
Departmental Contingencies heavy, telegraphing, advertising, 495
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Mackenzie, Alexander-Cont.
Divorce Bills, dealing with by House, 641
Dominion stock, 300, 301, 390, 438, 439, 466
Education, grant in aid in estimates, 503
Election expenses, distribution of sums paid out of public chest, qu., 82
Election expenses return to Minister of Finance, 243
Election instructions to Postmaster County Lambton and Inspector at London,

M. for papers, 356, 357
Elections, Controverted, trial Bill, 360
Excise duties, 580, 581
Excise duty resolutions, 278, 580, 581
Fenian prosecutions, ýcosts paid by government, qu., 166
Financial Statement, 213, 215, 300, 301
Fisheries Bill, 729, 730
Fisheries, Sea and Inland Navigation, appointment special com., 441
Fortifications Bill, 714
Galt, Hon. A. T. resignation Minister of Finance, 9, 10
Geological Survey, 359, 395, 396, 410, 526
Government Buildings work contracts at Ottawa with R.H. McGreevy, M. for

papers, 623
Government employees list of names, salaries, ref. Contingencies com., 365
Governor General's salary, 610, 615, 627
Governor's Secretaries appropriation, 486
Grand Trunk and Government negotiations, qu., 751
Grand Trunk Arrangements Act of 1862 Bill, amdt., 128-30, 219
Hospitals, marine, 508
House of Commons

jurisdiction, 162-5, 463
rules, 333
sittings, 669

Immigration importance, 221
Independence of Parliament Bill, 734, 738
Indian Agent at Manitoulin Island conduct, M. for papers, 405
Inland Revenue Department Bill, 304, 309, 562
Insurance Companies Bill, 733, 750, 751, 756, 757
Intercolonial Railway

engineers and instructions issued, qu., 348, 406
expenditure, 752
location and construction, 348, 407
survey appropriation, 662
survey progress report, qu., 566

Intercolonial Railway and Imperial Guarantee Act, M. for papers, 668
Intercolonial Railway Bill, 311
Interest rate amendment laws, 743, 744
Judges, Quebec, Province of, 424
Judges salaries and allowances, 702
Justice, estimates for administration, 498-502
Lamirande extradition, M. for papers, 82, 341
Language ruled not Parliamentary, 750
Library of Parliament, 666
Lieutenant-Governors, salaries, appointment, 300, 485
Local Legislature members disqualified from sitting or voting in Senate or House

of Commons Bill, 150, 151, 153
Macdonald, Allan, abduction by U.S. officials, M. for papers, 346, 356, 623, 624
Macdonald, Allan, liberties of Canadian imperiled, 419
Marine and Fisheries Department Bill, 456-8
Marriage laws, present state, M. for papers, 437
McGee, Hon. Thomas D'Arcy death, 477, 478
McGee, late Hon. Thomas D'Arcy, provision for his family, 487, 507
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Mackenzie, Alexander-Cont.
Members indemnity, 95
Militia

barrack fitments, 510
Deputy Minister, objection to appointment and Department expense, 489-91
drill-sheds and rifle ranges, 509
fortifications Montreal and other ciies, 609, 646-50, 656, 752, 753
land appropriation claims County of Levis, 622
Medical Officer, 509
volunteers additional pay, 759

Militia Bill, 430-5, 529, 539, 542-6, 554, 682, 683, 715, 720
Newfoundland, incorporation with Dominion of Canada, 355
Nova Scotia sentiments on Confederation resolutions, 589, 590
Observatories grants in estimates, 503
Page, Mr., Chief Engineer Public Works Department, 703-5, 759
Parliament Buildings

accounts and work, Select com. inquire, 725
alterations, fitting and heating, detailed statement, M. for papers, 419, 420
work contracts, 702-5
work paid for with and without application of schedule rates, M. for papers, 623

Parliament and Departmental Buildings appropriation, 664
Parliamentary staffs economies, 522
Patents for inventions, Consolidated Statutes of Canada, Chap. 34 Bill, amdt., 746,

752
Penitentiaries Bill, 415, 443
Petitions money, 617, 645
Petroleum and coal oil inspection, 580, 593
Point of Order, 357
Postal Service Bill, 335, 337, 338
Postmaster Oil Springs, documents as to charges, M. for papers, 357
Postmaster Strathroy, appointment and dismissal, M. for papers, 350
Postmaster Wilkesport, documents as to charges, M. for papers, 357
President of the Council, death and filling vacancy, 343
Public Works Bill, 305
Public Works Department supply, 494, 495, 702-5
Quebec fire, government relief, 677
Railway Bill, 728
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporation with Dominion of Canada,

195, 196, 228, 229, 251, 351, 354, 355, 712, 713, 753
St. Lawrence and Ottawa Railway Company Bill, 162, 163, 165
Secret Service, expenditure, 498, 499
Secret Service, sums granted and amount unexpended, qu., 89
Secretary of State Department Bill, 394
Secretary of State failure to retain seat in House, 343
Security by Officers of Canada Bill, 415
Senate and House of Commons, alterations to building, 634, 635
Sick and Disabled Seamen and River Police Bill, 743
Speaker's decision appealed, 750
Spirits, increase duty and provide inspection Bill, 709
Statistics, marriage and death, expense of collecting, 675
Statutes distribution, report of Queen's Printer, M. for papers, 154
Supply Bill, 745, 746, 752, 753
Sydenham River, facilitate removal of obstructions to navigation Bill, 567
Titles and Royal Honours, 83, 84, 524, 713
Tupper, Hon. Charles mission to England and recall, 369, 474, 475
United Church of England and Ireland Synod Bill, 618
United States-Canada, 195, 196
Votes polled each electoral division during late election, qu., 82



INDEX 815

Magdalen Islands
Ports of Amherst and House Harbour hydrographie survey, qu. (Mr. Fortin), 723

Magill, Charles (Hamilton, Ont.)
Customs tariff, 597
Elections, assimilation laws of Provinces, exercise franchise, 87
Excise duties, 275
Militia Bill, 554
Ontario charitable appropriations, qu., 92
Railways, Ontario government chartering competitive line, qu., 392, 404
Railways, uniform gauge, qu., 392, 404
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporating with Dominion of Canada, 190
Tupper, Hon. Charles recall, 467

Magistrates
Appointment by General or Local governments, qu. (Mr. L. H. Masson), 92

Mails
Strait of Canso, carrying across, M. (Mr. Hugh Cameron) for papers, 690

Malicious Injuries to Property Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
N. Intro., 425; Intro., 442; 2r., 643; 3r., passed, 645

Marine and Fisheries Department, Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
2r., 395; 450-9, 560; 3r., passed, 569; R.A., 761

Mariners, Relief of Sick and Distressed Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
Intro., 639; 2r., 3r., passed, 735

Maritime and Fluvial Fisheries Committee
Report, 645

Marriage
Laws, present state M. (Mr. Mackenzie) for papers, 437
License issuers, right to appoint qu. (Mr. Stephenson), 132
Marriage and divorce government measure, qu. (Mr. Keeler), 167, 220
Statistics, expense of collecting, 675

Masson, L. F. R. (Terrebonne, Que.)
Judges, Quebec, Province of, 420
Members indemnity, 97
Military expenditure and defence, correspondence with Imperial Government, M.

for papers, 351, 366
Militia Bill, 527
Militia, fortifications Montreal and other cities, 650, 651
Militia stores, 510
Parliamentary staffs economies, 515
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporation with Dominion of Canada, 193

Masson, L. H. (Soulange, Que.)
Canals Sunday closing, 687
Canals Welland and St. Lawrence enlargement, qu., 81
Commission of the Peace, Government intention to issue, qu., 109
Deputy Postmaster, change in system of payment, qu., 417, 418
Governor General's salary, 624
Harbour of refuge Coteau Rapids, St. Lawrence, qu., 533
Interest Rate Bill, 642
Judges, Quebec Province, Court sittings failure to administer justice, 420
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Masson, L. H.-Cont.
Judges, Quebec, Province, resignations, replacement, qu., 685
Judges, salaries and allowances, 701
Justices of the Peace, power of appointing, M. for papers, 124
Magistrates appointment by General or Local governments, qu., 92
Parliamentary mail, cost of conveying from Buildings to Post Office and contractor,

qu., 638
Parliamentary staffs economies, 517
Patents for inventions, Consolidated Statutes, Chap. 34 Bill, amdt., 726, 727, 746,

747, 751, 752

McCallum, Lachlin (Monck, Ont.)
Bridge toll Grand River, Dunville, qu., 175, 220
Canal tolls Canadian and foreign vessels, qu., 496
Canal Welland completion, qu., 488
Dennis, Lt. Col., Court of Inquiry on conduct at Fort Erie, M. for papers, 110-6
Excise duty resolutions, 278
Government employees, list of names, salaries ref. Contingencies com., 364
House of Commons, leave of absence, 443
Militia Bill, 538, 539
Provincial gunboats, manning, qu., 496, 534
Tariff, firewood from United States, qu., 496
Vessels purchased by Government and employed as gunboats, names, age, qu., 188

McCarthy, Thomas (Richelieu, Que.)
Gazette de Sorel, statement of accounts rendered government, M. for papers, 566
Sorel, Town of, amount paid on account to Municipal Loan Fund, qu., 285
Steamboat inspectors Quebec and Ontario, names, duties, salaries, qu., 351, 389

McConkey, T. D. (Simcoe North, Ont.)
American silver tariff, 281
Bank of Montreal, liquidating indebtedness, qu., 134
Bank of Upper Canada Bill, 287
Immigration encouragement, qu., 105, 131
Inland Revenue Department Bill, 303
Kaministiquia River at Fort William, removal of bar, qu., 462
Railways cost, trafic, working expenses, M. for papers, 440
Road Fort William to Fort Garry continuing to build, qu., 418, 727
Statutes of Canada, distribution Magistracy and others, qu., 404

McDonald, A. P. (Middlesex West, Ont.)
Governor General's and Civil Service salaries, 615
Railway Bill, 730

McDonald, D. A. (Glengarry, Ont.)
American silver tariff, 178, 280
Asylum, Rockwood, 502
Banking and Currency Select com., 484
Canal Lachine, quantity of water leased, to whom, rate, qu., 119, 133, 134
Commercial Bank of Canada Bill, 170
Contingencies of Departments Bill, 526
Customs tariff, 594, 595, 603, 604
Debates official reporting, 177, 231
Estimates, disapprobation motion, 239
European and North American Railroad stock Western extension, 661
Excise duties, 265, 581
Fisheries, Sea and Inland Navigation, appointient special com., 441
Government employees, list of names, salaries ref. Contingencies com., 365
Governor General salary, 485, 639
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McDonald, D. A.-Cont.
Governor General's salary Bill, 669
Grand Trunk Arrangements Act of 1862 Bill, amdt., 219
Inland Revenue Department Bill, 304
Intercolonial Railway survey appropriation, 663
Lieutenant-Governors salaries, appointment, 485
Members' Indemnity and Speakers' Salaries Act Bill, amdt., 531
Militia Bill, 720
New Brunswick Railways subsidies appropriation, 662
Nova Scotia sentiments on Confederation resolutions, 590
Parliament and Departmental Buildings appropriation, 664
Penitentiaries Bill, 444
Postal Service Bill, 335-7
Public Works Bill, 305
Senate and House of Commons, alterations to building, 635
Tupper, Hon. Charles mission to England and recall, 475

McDonald, E. M. (Lunenburg, N.S.)
Address in Reply, 51-60
Canal, St. Peter's, Cape Breton, M. for papers, 623
Confederation, 51-60
Confederation Act repeal, address to Her Majesty, 471, 472
Debates official reporting, 232
Excise duties, 581
Fisheries, Sea and Inland Navigation, appointinent special com., 442
Governor General's and Civil Service salaries, 614, 616
Hospital and quarantine station appropriation, 632
Lieutenant-Governors salaries, appointment, 485
McGee, Hon. Thomas D'Arcy death, 481
Nova Scotia sentiments on Confederation resolutions, 583-7
Petition against return, 229, 241
Tariff resolutions, 268, 278

McDonald, Hugh (Antigonish, N.S.)
Address in Reply, 20, 21
Confederation, 20, 21
Militia, fortifications Montreal and other cities, 656
Nova Scotia House of Assembly address repeal British North America Act;

Government instructions to Dr. Tupper, M. for papers, 446, 467
Nova Scotia sentiments on Confederation resolutions, 588
Parliamentary staffs economies, 521, 522

McDougall, Hon. W. C. B. (Lanark North, Ont.)
British Columbia, incorporation with Dominion of Canada, 355
Canals appropriation, 631, 663
Canals Sunday closing, 686
Contingencies of Departments Bill, 559
Copyrights Bill, 618, 745
Customs tariff, 604
Doctor Girdwood, 509
Governor General's and Civil Service salaries, 616
Inland Revenue Department Bill, 303
Intercolonial Railway construction, survey appropriation, 407, 662
Local Legislature members disqualified from sitting or voting in Senate or House

of Commons Bill, 153
Members indemnity, 96
Militia land appropriation claims, County of Levis, 621, 622
Newfoundland incorporation with Dominion of Canada, 355
Page, Mr., Chief Engineer Public Works Department, 705, 758, 759
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McDougall, Hon. W. C. B.-Cont.
Parliament and Departmental Buildings appropriation, 664
Patents for inventions, Consolidated Statutes chap. 34 Bill, amdt., 746, 752, 749
Public Works Bill, 81, 108, 304, 305, 311
Public Works Department supply, 494
Public Works, report of Commissioner tabled, 107
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporation with Dominion of Canada,

159, 166, 180-3, 194, 200, 202-4, 209, 222, 251, 285, 355, 753, 756
St. Lawrence and Ottawa Railway Company Bill, 165
Secretary of State Department Bill, 394, 395
Senate and House of Commons, alterations to building, 634, 635
Supply Bill, 753-6
Sydenham River Navigation Bill, 462, 566, 567

McGee, Hon. Thomas D'Arcy (Montreal West, Que.)
Address in Reply, 66-76
Arms Bill, 310, 311
Commissions and Oaths of Allegiance and of Ofnce Bill, 449
Confederation, 66-76, 468-71
Death by murder, 477-83
Election Kamouraska County, 382
Geological Survey, 359
Government employees list of names, salaries, ref. Contingencies com., 364
Intercolonial Railway Bill, 305, 306
Last Speech in House of Commons, 468-71
Marine and Fisheries Department Bill, 448
Nova Scotia House of Assembly address repeal British North America Act, 467
Point of Order, 357, 358
Postal Service Bill, 336, 337
Red River uprising, rumor in newspaper, 389
Tupper, Hon. Charles mission to England and recall, 464, 465, 468-72

McGee, The La±e Hon. Thomas D'Arcy
Macdonald, Sir John A. laudatory remarks, 477
Provision for his family, 487, 488, 505-7
Secretary of State for colonies message of sympathy, 717

McGee, The Laie Hon. Thomas D'Arcy Bill to Provide for the Widow and Children.
Sir John A. Macdonald

ir., 507; 2r., 564; 3r., passed, 564; R.A., 761

McKeagney, Hon. James (Cape Breton, N.S.)
Address in Reply, 20
Confederation, 20, 63, 78
Judges, Quebec, Province of, 424

McLellan, A. W. (Colchester, N.S.)
Address in Reply, 42-7
Confederation, 42-7
Customs Department supply, 493
Excise duty resolutions, 277
New Brunswick Railways subsidies appropriation, 662
Nova Scotia sentiments on Confederation resolutions, 589, 590
Tariff resolutions, 267
Tupper, Hon. Charles mission to England and recall, 473

MeMahon, Reverend
Fenian prisoner with others, liberation by Royal pardon qu. (Mr. Masson), 386
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McMillan, Hon. John (Restigouche, N.B.)
Excise duty resolutions, 278
Financial Statement, 294
Intercolonial Railway Bill, 314, 315
Resigned seat, 341

Members' Indemni±y and Speakers' Salaries Act Bill, Amdi. Mr. Chamberlin
Intro., 531-3; 2r., 567-9

Members' Indemnify and Speakers' Salaries Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
2r., 121, 122; 3r., passed, 138

Merchants' Express Company of The Dominion of Canada, Bill to Incorporate. Mr.
Morrison

Intro., 536; 2r., 661; 3r., passed, 667; R.A., 762

Merriti, T. R. (Lincoln, Ont.)
Canals Sunday closing, 687
Introduced, took seat, 483

Meicalfe, James (York East, Ont.)
American silver tariff, 281
Bank Notes, engraving, correspondence government and any Bank Note Company,

M. for papers, 197, 221
Commercial Bank of Canada Bill, 173, 174
Debates, official reporting and publishing, 410
Financial Statement, 294, 295
Governor General salary, action London delegates, qu., 418
Governor General's salary Bill, 668
Militia, fortifications Montreal and other cities, 656
Page, Mr., Chief Engineer Public Works Department, 705
Postal rate, letters reduction, 109

Militia
Adjutant-General's report tabled, 417
Adjutants-General Nova Scotia, New Brunswick reports tabled, 505
Camp at Thorold, Col. Wolseley report, M. (Mr. Harrison) for papers, 209, 221
Drill-sheds and rifle ranges, 509, 510
Expenditure and defence, correspondence with Imperial Government, M. (Mr.

L. F. R. Masson) for papers, 351, 366
Fortification of Dominion proposed cost, M. (Mr. Dorion) for papers, 408
Fortifications appropriation, 593, 607-9, 646-57, 670, 752, 753
Fortifications Montreal and other cities, 609, 646-51, 653-6, 752, 753
Land appropriation claims, County of Levis, 621, 622
Organization for defence of foreign powers, qu. (Mr. Pope), 352; qu. (Mr. Oliver),

385
Provincial gunboats, manning qu. (Mr. McCallum), 496, 534
Volunteers

annual drill, 87, 350
Fenian invasion, serving 5 years recompensed by grant of land, qu. (Mr. Blan-

chet), 92 force, 679-83
granted Crown land or pension in Militia Bill, qu. (Mr. Stephenson), 366, 403

Militia and Defence of The Dominion of Canada Bill. Sir G. E. Cartier
N. Intro., 409; Intro., 427-30; 2r., 497, 526-9; com., 430-5, 536-9, 542-5, 571, 679-83,

690-2, 706, 714, 715, 717-22; 3r., passed, 722; R.A., 762
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Militia Department
Deputy Minister and others salaries, 692, 697
Deputy Minister objection to appointment; 489-91
Medical Officer, 509
Supply, 489-91

Mills, David (Bothwell, Ont.)
Aliens and Naturalization Bill, 660
Black River, Pontiac County expenditure timber work, qu. 668
Commercial Bank of Canada Bill, 175
Currency Bill, 401
Customs Department Bill, 669, 670
Excise duty resolutions, 593
Fenian invasion leaders rendition, correspondence Canada-U.S., M. for papers,

351, 388, 389
Ferguson, Lt. Col. T. R., Court of Enquiry, M. for papers, 286
Governor General's salary Bill, 640
Independence of Parliament Bill, 417
Library of Parliament, 666
Local Legislature members being disqualified from sitting or voting in Senate or

House of Commons Bill, 101, 149-54
Local legislature members supplied copies papers, documents Dominion Parlia-

ment, 351
Ontario surrender to Dominion Northwest Territory claimed, M. for papers, 391,

440
Parliamentary staffs economies, 515, 521
Postal Service Bill, 338
Rondeau Harbour repair, Thames and Sydenham navigation improvement, appro-

priations, qu., 79, 87
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory, correspondence with British Ministers on

acquisition, M. for papers, 351, 389
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporating with the Dominion of Can-

ada, 200, 356
Statutes of Canada Consolidation Act Bill, amdt., 403
Statutes of Canada 31, Vic., Cap. 1 Bill, amdt., 366, 566, 639
Sydenham River, facilitate removal of obstructions to navigation Bill, 403, 462,

535, 566
Trade, reduction in tariff, direct steam communication, 161
United States compensation for property destroyed by marauders publicly armed

and organized in U.S., correspondence, Canada and Great Britain, M. for papers,
351, 388

Mint
Establishing by Provinces, (Mr. Dufresne), 81

Money Petitions
Presented to Governor General, 645

Morgan, Henry J.
Petition of, referred to Library of Parliament Com., 222

Morris, Alexander (Lanark South, Ont.)
Address in Reply, 27
Banks and Dominion Notes Bill, 446, 569
Banks Bill, 302
Banks, Charters and Banking system, qu., 385
Canadian Inland Steam Navigation Company Bill, 136, 160, 233
Canals Sunday closing, 687
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Morris, Alexander-Cont.
Canals Sunday labour, qu., 667
Commercial Bank of Canada Bill, 169, 174
Confederation, 27
Currency Bill, 358
Debates, official reporting, 157, 160, 232
Drummond, Judge, impeachment petition, 659
Financial Statement, 290
Fisheries, Sea and Inland Navigation, appointment special com., 441
Galt, Hon. A. T. resignation Minister of Finance, 10
House of Commons jurisdiction, 462
Hudson's Bay Co. territory claimed, portion proposed surrendered to Crown, maps

furnished government, M. for papers, 176, 220, 221
Interest rate amdt. to laws, 743
Lafontaine, Judge, charges against, 646
Nova Scotia sentiments on Confederation resolutions, 586
Officers of the Crown right to occupy seats in the House, 103, 147
Parliament Buildings, planting trees on grounds, qu., 583
Postal Service Bill, 336
Private Bills com. first report, 107
Public stock, creation, 81
Railway indebtedness to Government, 513
Rupert's land and Northwest territory incorporation with Dominion of Canada, 196
Titles conferred by Her Majesty, 84
Tupper, Hon. Charles mission to England and recall, 472

Morrison, Angus (Niagara Falls, Ont.)
Canadian Lake Underwriters Association, Bill to incorporate, 587
Denison, G. T. petition compensation for damages steamer "Georgian", 393, 475, 742
Foreign silver coinage, regulation of value, qu., 82
Merchants' Express Company of the Dominion of Canada, Bill to incorporate,

536, 661, 667

Motions for Papers
Bank Notes, engraving, correspondence government and any Bank Note Company

(Mr. Metcalfe), 197, 221
Bank of Montreal, issue provincial notes, mode conducting public accounts (Mr.

Holton), 82
Bank of Upper Canada, statement amount due Government and correspondence

(Mr. Oliver), 188, 221
Brewers County Waterloo, alleged frauds (Mr. Bowman), 188; (Mr. Young), 241, 257
British North American Provinces union (Mr. Mackenzie), 82
British subjects, naturalized by any Province, status, rights and privileges abroad

(Mr. Stephenson), 366, 566
Camp at Thorold, Col. Wolseley report (Mr. Harrison), 209, 221
Canals

Grenville and Carillon plans, specifications (Mr. Holton), 489
Gulf of St. Lawrence-Bay of Fundy (Mr. Fisher), 749
Lake Ontario-Bay of Quinte (Mr. Keeler), 133
St. Peter's, Cape Breton (Mr. E. M. McDonald), 623

Circuit Courts, monies received by Clerks, Province of Quebec (Mr. Paquet), 440
Civil Service extra pay employees on annual salaries (Mr. Wallace), 623
Communications, opening Une from Fort William to Red River (Mr. Sproat), 166
Corporation of Pilots, complaints against for and below the harbour of Quebec

(Mr. Jackson), 638
Defence of the country (Mr. Mackenzie), 89
Dennis, Lt. Col. Court of Inquiry on conduct at Fort Erie, (Mr. McCallum), 110-6
District of Algoma, letters or circulars to electors by late Commissioner of Crown

Lands (Mr. Blake), 116
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Motions for Papers-Cont.
Dominion Government and Lt. Gov. of Ontario correspondence (Mr. Parker), 92,

116-9
Dominion Stock sale, correspondence Minister of Finance and Bank of Montreal

(Mr. Holton), 438, 439
Dominion Stock statement amount sold, names of purchasers (Mr. Holton), 349,

389-91
Dredging, expenditure under appropriation (Mr. Stephenson), 667
Election instructions to Postmasters County Lambton and Inspector at London

(Mr. Mackenzie), 356, 357
Elections Huntingdon, Montmorency and Restigouche, warrants, orders (Mr. Blake),

350
Excise duty or service, Orders in Council (Mr. Parker), 165-6
Fenian invasion leaders rendition, correspondence Canada and U.S. (Mr. Mills),

351, 388, 389
Ferguson, Ltd. Col. T. R., Court of Enquiry report (Mr. Mills), 286
Fort Erie campaign, reports General Napier and Col. Lowry (Mr. Harrison), 166
Fortifications, Dominion of Canada proposed, cost, etc. (Mr. Dorion), 408
Gazette de Sorel, statement of accounts rendered government (Mr. McCarthy), 566
Government Buildings work contracts with R. H. McGreevy (Mr. Mackenzie), 623
Governor General's Commission, Royal instructions (Mr. Fisher), 167, 199
Governor General's instructions to Lieut-Governors (Mr. Chamberlin), 351, 419
Harbour of refuge, Lake Erie (Mr. Stephenson), 132, 408
Hops tariff (Mr. Colby), 408, 440, 441
Hudson's Bay Co. territory claimed, portion proposed surrendered to Crown, maps

furnished government (Mr. Morris), 176, 220, 221
Immigration, correspondence relating to Dominion-Local Governments (Mr.

Tupper), 221
Indian Agent at Manitoulin Island, conduct (Mr. Mackenzie), 405
Intercolonial Railway

construction, offers made to Government (Mr. Oliver), 406
Hudson's Bay Company (Mr. Langevin), 169
Imperial Guarantee Act (Mr. Mackenzie), 668
location and construction (Mr. F. Jones), 346-8, 353
reports and correspondence (Mr. Robitaille), 79, 89
route, petitions presented to Privy Council (Mr. Bolton), 639
survey, statement of expenses (Mr. F. Jones), 408, 439
terminus, correspondence Secretary of state for Colonies (Mr. Blanchet), 92, 124

Isle of Jesus Turnpike Road Company statement (Mr. Bellerose), 116
Journal de Sorel, accounts with Government (Mr. Benoit), 726
Judges, County Courts of N.B. salaries correspondence Dominion and Province,

amounts paid by Dominion (Mr. Smith), 134, 145, 146, 257
Judges, Quebec, Court sittings, failure to administer justice (Mr. Fortin), 420-5
Justices of the Peace, power of appointing (Mr. L. H. Masson), 124
Labrador boundary line, correspondence Canada and Newfoundland (Mr. Fortin),

466
Lake Huron, east coast harbours, surveys and reports (Mr. Sproat), 79, 90, 197
Lake Superior and Red River, reports roads, other works (Mr. Carling), 623
Lamirande extradition (Mr. Blake), 39; (Mr. Mackenzie), 82, 341
Law proceedings, fees collected in Ontario (Mr. Wood), 687-9
Lighthouses, appropriations to construction, etc. (Mr. Stephenson), 132
Mabou Harbour, improvement (Mr. Hugh Cameron), 668
Macdonald, Allan, abduction by U.S. officials (Mr. MacKenzie), 346, 356, 623, 624
Mails, carrying across Strait of Canso (Mr. Hugh Cameron), 690
Marriage laws, present state (Mr. Mackenzie), 437
Militia land appropriation claims, County of Levis (Mr. Blanchet), 621, 622
Military expenditure and defence, correspondence with Imperial Government

(Mr. L. F. R. Masson), 351, 366
New Brunswick, statement of monies in Treasury (Mr. Connell), 345
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Motions for Papers-Cont.
Newfoundland tariff charged Canadian flsherien on Coast of Labrador (Mr.

Fortin), 466
Northwest Territory, claims over by Hudson's Bay Co. or acquisition by Canada

(Mr. Bodwell), 39, 88, 159
Nova Scotia gold districts official geological survey (Mr. Blanchet), 489
Nova Scotia House of Assembly address repeal British North America Act and

Government instructions to Dr. Tupper (Mr. McDonald), 466, 467
Ontario surrender to Dominion Northwest Territory claimed (Mr. Mills), 391, 440
Parliament Buildings alterations, fitting and heating, detailed statement (Mr.

Mackenzie), 419, 420
Parliament Buildings, work paid for with and without application of schedule

rates (Mr. Mackenzie), 623
Postmaster Oil Springs, documents as to charges (Mr. Mackenzie), 357
Postmaster Strathroy, appointment and dismissal (Mr. Mackenzie), 350
Postmaster Wilkesport, documents as to charges (Mr. Mackenzie), 357
Prince of Wales, Brantford 1860, entertainment accounts rendered Dept. of Public

Works (Mr. Bown), 408, 439, 440
Prisons, report of Inspectors (Mr. Gray), 366, 406
Provencher-Boisclaire case, reports medical men examined (Mr. Fortier), 475
Railways cost, traffic, working expenses (Mr. McConkey), 440
Recorders' salaries in Ontario (Mr. Wood), 689, 690
Road, Hamilton and Port Dover plank, sale (Mr. Lawson), 82, 197, 221
Rondeau Harbour, papers relating to transfer (Mr. Stephenson), 175, 221
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory, correspondence with British Ministers on

acquisition (Mr. Mills), 351, 389
Ryland, G. H. correspondence relative to claims (Mr. Shanley), 154, 285, 571, 723
Sheriff of Halton County, George McKenzie, accounts claimed due (Mr. White),

88, 405
Statutes, distribution report of Queen's Printer (Mr. Mackenzie), 154
Sugar duties, communications from Chambers of Commerce (Mr. A. G. Jones), 637
Titles and Royal Honours, Members of House, representations to His Excellency

(Mr. Parker), 82-5, 351, 386-8
Trinity House, Quebec, answer to report (Mr. Robitaille), 690
United States compensation for property destroyed by marauders publicly artned

and organized in U.S., correspondence Canada and Great Britain (Mr. Mills),
351, 388

Weston, W., Post Office Officer's report on case (Mr. Chamberlin), 667, 668
Whelan trial assassination Hon. Thomas D'Arcy McGee (Mr. Burton), 726

Moving for Returns, see Questions on Notice, or Motions for Papers

Municipal Loan Fund of Upper Canada
Payments to under Seignorial Act and amdts., qu. (Mr. O'Connor), 197

Munroe, J. H. (Elgin West, Ont.)
Militia Bill, 555

Navigation
Maritime coast, Gulf of St. Lawrence and Great Lakes, qu. (Mr. Fortier), 92, 109
Ottawa River improvement petition, 271
Saint John River improvement, government intention to include in estimates, 167
Sea and Inland, also Fisheries, appointment special com., 407, 441, 442

Navigation of Canadian Waters Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
2r., 643; com., 670; R.A., 762

New Brunswick Railway
Commissioners salaries, qu. (Mr. Smith), 167
Management, government intention any change, qu. (Mr. Smith), 167
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New Brunswick Railway-Cont.
Monies in the Treasury, statement, M. (Mr. Connell) for papers, 345
Right of action, persons sustaining injury or damage, government intention legis-

lation, qu. (Mr. Smith), 166, 178

Newfoundland
Incorporation with Dominion of Canada, 355

Newspapers, see Publications

Niagara District Bank Acts Bill, Amdt. Mr. Street
ir., 559; 2r., 3r., passed, 661; R.A., 761

Niagara Falls Gas Company Bill. Mr. Street
Intro., 453; 2r., 536; Com., 559; 3r., passed, 565

Northern Railway of Canada, Bill. Mr. Howland
Intro., 697; Com., 717; 2r., 3r., passed, 735; R.A., 762

North-West Navigation and Railway Company, Act for Incorporation Bill, Amdt.
Mr. Simpson, Mr. Rose

Intro., 536; 2r., 3r., passed, 743; R.A., 762

Northwest Territory
Acquisition, correspondence with British Ministers, M. (Mr. Mills) for papers, 351,

389
Hudson Bay Company claims or acquisition by Canada, M. (Mr. Bodwell) for

papers, 39, 88, 89
Incorporation with Dominion of Canada, 166, 180-97, 200-9, 222-9, 244-55, 279, 285,

286, 353-5, 698, 711-3, 753-6
Ontario surrender to Dominion Northwest Territory claimed, correspondence, M.

(Mr. Mills) for papers, 391, 440

Northwest Territory, see also Rupert's Land

Nova Scotia, Province of
Confederation Act repeal, address to Her Majesty, 367-73
Confederation, sentiments resolutions, 583-7
Gold districts, official geological survey, M. (Mr. Blanchet) for papers, 489
House of Assembly address repeal British North America Act and Government

instructions to Dr. Tupper, M. (Mr. McDonald) for papers, 466, 467

Oath of Allegiance Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
3r., passed, 525

Oaths to Witnesses Being Administered in Certain Cases for the Purpose of either
House of Parliament Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald

2r., 643, 734; 3r., passed, 737; R.A., 762

Observatories
Supply, 503

O'Connor, John (Essex, Ont.)
Banking Bill to establish general system or change in legal tender notes, qu., 132
Canada Vine Growers' Association Bill, 667, 724, 726, 742
Militia, fortifications Montreal and other cities, 655
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O'Connor, John-Cont.
Municipal Loan Fund of Upper Canada, amount paid under Seignorial Act and

amdts., qu., 197
Petition against return, 101, 107
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporation with Dominion of Canada,

251-5
Seignorial Acts, sums credited to Upper Canada Municipal Loan Fund, qu., 386
Spirits, increase duty and provide inspection Bill, 708, 709
Vine Cultivation and Wine making in Canada special com., 534, 535

Offences Against the Person Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
N. Intro., 425; Intro., 442; 2r., 643; 3r., passed, 645

Offences Relating to Coin Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
N. Intro., 425; 2r., 642

Offences Relating to the Code Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
Intro., 442

Official Arbitrator
Appeal decision to ordinary tribunals, qu. (Mr. Blanchet), 488

Oliver, Thomas (Oxford North, Ont.)
Address in Reply, 65, 66
American silver tariff, 282
American silver, value as legal tender in Canada, qu., 392, 404
Bank of Upper Canada, statement amount due Government and correspondence,

M. for papers, 188, 221
Breweries and distilleries, production, grain used, excise duty, qu., 39, 88, 89, 132, 133
Civil Service salaries, 612
Confederation, 65, 66
Currency Bill, 408
Customs Department supply, 492
Customs Duties Bill, 732
Customs tariff, 594, 596
Excise duties, 276
Governor General's salary, 612, 624, 639
Great Western Railroad Company pressing for claims due, qu., 534
Inland Customs House offices, money collected, expenses, qu., 82
Intercolonial Railway, construction, offers made to Government, M. for papers, 406
Military organization for defence of foreign powers, qu., 385
Militia Bill, 538, 680, 722
Petroleum and coal oil inspection and licensing, 593
Private Bills com. appointed, 169

Ontario, Province of
Charitable appropriations, qu. (Mr. Magill), 92
Dominion Government and Lt. Governor correspondence, M. (Mr. Parker) for

papers, 92, 116-9
Northwest Territory claimed surrender to Dominion, M. (Mr. Mills) for papers,

391, 440

Ordnance Lands
Secretary of State in charge, 393

Ottawa
Capital Dominion of Canada, 66, 312, 663, 664

Ottawa and St. Lawrence Railway Company, Bill to Incorporate
Com. on Railways recommendation and amdt., 263; com. of the Whole, 283
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Ottawa District
Administration of Justice, Select com. inquiry, 685, 686

Outlawry and Attainder Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
Discharged, 695

Page, Mr., Chief Engineer Public Works Depariment
Salary, performance of duties, 703-5, 758, 759

Palliser, Captain
Western exploration, 181, 182

Papal Zouaves
Canadian, fighting against nation with which we are at peace, qu. (Mr. F. Jones),

386

Paquet, A. H. (Berthier, Que.)
Circuit Courts, monies received by Clerks, Province of Quebec, M. for papers, 440
Petition against return, 93

Parker, T. S. (Wellington Centre, Ont.)
Address in Reply, 50, 51
American silver tariff, 281
Bank of Montreal, accounts with government, qu., 285
Banking and Currency Select com., 484
Charitable institutions arrears, 679
Commercial Bank of Canada Bill, 171, 172
Confederation, 50, 51
Customs tariff, 593, 596
Documents, withholding by Governor General, 524, 525
Dominion Government and Lt. Gov. of Ontario correspondence, M. for papers,

92, 116-9
Dominion Stock sale, correspondence Minister of Finance and Bank of Montreal,

439, 466
Election Kamouraska County, 382, 383
Excise duty or service, Orders in Council, M. for papers, 165-6
Financial Statement, 289, 290
Geological Survey, 526
Governor General's salary, 625
Grand Trunk Arrangements Act of 1862 Bill, amdt., 128
Hospitals, marine and immigrant, Quebec, 508
House of Commons jurisdiction, 164, 165
House of Commons sittings, 222, 669
Independence of Parliament Bill, 739
Inland Revenue Department Bill, 303, 561
Intercolonial Railway

petitions Robinson route, 361
routes, 407
survey appropriation, 663

Intercolonial Railway Bill, 311, 312
Interest rate Government loans and deposits Bank of Montreal, 711
Library of Parliament, 666
Lieutenant-Governors salaries, appointment, 486
McDonald, E. M. seat, 242
Militia Bill, 552, 553, 683, 720, 722
Militia Department expense, 490
Militia fortifications Montreal and other cities, 651, 652
Militia volunteers additional pay, 760
Officers of the Crown right to occupy seats in the House. 146
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Parker, T. S.-Cont.
Page, Mr., Chief Engineer Public Works Department, 705
Parliamentary staffs, economies, 521
Public Service staff and salaries, 630
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporation with Dominion of Canada,

190-2, 224, 251, 354, 713
St. Lawrence and Ottawa Railway Company Bill, 164, 165
Spirits, increase duty and provide inspection Bill, 709
Supply Bill, 753, 755
Titles and Royal Honours, members of House representations to His Excellency, M.

for papers, 82-5, 351, 386-8
Tupper, Hon. Charles mission to England and recall, 371, 464, 467, 475

Parliament
Length of Session, 659
Prorogation, lst Session, lst Parliament, 761-3

Parliament Buildings
Accounts, work done, Select Com. to inquire, 726
Alterations, fitting, heating detailed statement Public Accounts, M. (Mr. Mac-

kenzie) for papers, 419, 420
Parliament or Departmental Buildings expenditures involved in construction, qu.

(Mr. Conneil), 91, 92, 112
Trees, planting on grounds, qu. (Mr. Morris), 583
Work contracts, 703-5
Work with and without scheduled rates applied, M. (Mr. Mackenzie) for papers,

623

Parliamuent, Define Priviieges Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
2r., 525; 3r., passed, 542

Parliament Houses and Members Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
N. Intro., 353

Parliamentary, Independence, see Independence of Parliament

Parliament of Canada Continuing in Case of the Demise of the Crown BIll. Sir John
A. Macdonald

N. Intro., 343; 2r., 395; 3r., passed, 410; R.A., 761

Parliamentary Library, see Library of Parliament

Parliamentary Mail
Cost of conveying from Buildings to Post Office and contractor, qu. (Mr. L. H.

Masson), 638

Pariamentary Printers
Hunter and Rose recommended by Printing Com., 136, 140

Parliamentary Staffs
Economies recommended by Contingencies Com., 513-22
Salaries, 610

Patent Law
Government proposed to introduce measure, 385

Patent Office
Supply, 507
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Patenis
Bill permitting American citizens to receive patents, qu. (Mr. Savary), 92, 109;

qu. (Mr. Bodwell), 119, 131
General law, government to introduce Bill, 199

Patents, see also Letters Patent

Patents for Invention, Consolidated Statuies, Chap. 34. Bill, Amdt. Mr. L. H. Masson,
Mr. McDougall

2r., 726, 727; com., 746, 747; 3r., passed, 749, 751, 752

Penitentiaries
Supply, including criminal lunatic asylums, 501, 502

Penitentiaries, see also Prisons

Penitentiaries and Directors Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
N. Intro., 343; 2r., 415; com., 443, 444, 570; 3r., passed, 629; Senate amdt., 702;

R.A., 762

Pensions
Dominion government responsibility, 503, 510
Paid by late Province of Canada, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, qu. (Mr.

Connel), 425, 440
Pensions and new Militia pensions supply, 511

Perjury Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
2r., 711

Persons in Cusody Charged with High Treason or Felony Bill
R.A., 762

Pe±roleum
Inspection and licensing, 593

Poisons
Regulation of sale, qu. (Mr. Stephenson), 366, 386

Poisons, to Regulate Sale Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
N. Intro., 425; Intro., 442; Discharged, 695

Police
Frontier, 634
Harbour, river and government, 500, 501, 634

Police of Canada Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
2r., 3r., 745; R.A., 762

Pope, J. H. (Compton, Que.)
American currency, 290
Banks and Dominion Notes Bill, 446
Commercial Bank of Canada Bill, 170-1
Customs tariff, 597
Financial Statement, 290
Governor General's and Civil Service salaries, 485, 612
Grand Trunk Arrangements Act of 1862 Bill, amdt., 219
Hemlock timber protection special com., 352
House of Commons Debates objection payment reporters, 286
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Pope, J. H.-Cont.
House of Commons jurisdiction, 164
Independence of Parliament Bill, 739
Legal tender redeemed in gold, qu., 352
Lieutenant-Governors salaries, appointment, 485
Members' Indemnity and Speakers' Salaries Act Bill, amdt., 568
Military organization for defence of foreign powers, qu., 352
Militia Bill, 555, 680, 714, 717
Militia volunteers annual drill, 87, 350
Parliamentary staffs economies, 515
St. Lawrence and Ottawa Railway Company Bill, 164

Ports
Montreal, provision Custom House Examining Warehouse, 132
New Brunswick, Gulf of St. Lawrence and Bay of Chaleur improvement, qu. (Mr.

Anglin), 105, 131
Thornbury, erection of wharf, qu. (Mr. Snider), 418

Post and Way Offices
New Brunswick and offices authorized to sell internal revenue stamps, qu. (Mr.

Connel), 352

Post Office Department
Postage revenue on newspapers, qu. (Mr. Conneil), 178
Supply, 495

Post Offices
Montreal dismissals, qu. (Mr. Bourassa), 284
Toronto appropriation for new Office in estimates qu. (Mr. Harrison), 209, 220

Postal Rates
Letters, reduction qu. (Mr. Metcalfe), 109
Reduction ocean, inland, abolishment newspapers, qu. (Mr. Young), 81

Postal Service Regulation Bill
House in com., 334-8; petition Quebee Board of Trade, 263

Posimasters
Deputy Postmasters change in system of payment, qu. (Mr. L. H. Masson), 417, 418
Oil Springs, documents charges Mr. Harrison, M. (Mr. Mackenzie) for papers, 357
Strathroy, appointment, dismisssal Mr. Soon M. (Mr. Mackenzie) for papers, 350
Wilkesport, documents charges Mr. Kimball, M. (Mr. Mackenzie) for papers, 357

Pouliot, Barthelemy (L'Islet, Que.)
Petition against return, 93

Pozer, C. H. (Beauce, Que.)
Weights and measures, adoption common standard qu., 284

President of the Council
Death and filling vacancy, 343

Press Reporters
House of Commons Debates objection to payment, 286
House of Commons Debates supervision without extra charges, 257
Howe, Joseph, comments, 232

Prince Alfred, Duke of Edinburgh
Assassination attempt at Sydney, 565
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Prince Edward Island
McGee, Hon. Thomas D'Arcy message on death, 483

Prince of Wales
Brantford 1860, entertainment accounts rendered to Dept. of Public Works M. (Mr.

Bown) for papers, 408, 439, 440

Printing
Cost of Bills not done by House printers, 435

Printing Committee
Report lst; quorum reduced to seven, 121
Report 2nd; Parliamentary Printers recommended, 136; adoption, 140, 338; recom--

mendations, 162
Report 3rd; printing, distributing House documents, 189, 353
Report 4th; official reporting Debates, 177, 178, 199, 231
Report 5th; official reporting and printing Debates, 257, 286, 409
Report 13th; allowance Clerk of Com., 667
Senate requested to unite with House, 93

Prisons
Inspectors, clerks salaries and contingencies, 502
Jail County Bruce qu. (Mr. Sproat), 488
Report of Inspectors M. (Mr. Gray) for papers, 366, 406

Private Bills
Procedure explained. Sir John A. Macdonald, 136, 137

Private Bills Committee
Appointments, 169, 583
Report lst; quorum reduced to seven, 107

Privileges and Elections Committee
Election Kamouraska County, 375-85
Election petitions, days for trial set, 375
Legal right J. S. Macdonald, Christopher Dunkin sit and vote in House, 108, 169
McDonald, E. M. seat, motion Mr. Tupper to refer withdrawn, 241-3
Yamaska Select Election Com., 403

Privy Council
Supply, 489, 495

Procedure
Filibuster, 749-51
Point of Order, 387, 454

Promiîssory Notes and Bills of Exchange Dulies Bill. Mr. Rose
1r., 302; 3r., passed, 329

Provencher-Boisclaire Case
Reports medical men examined M. (Mr. Fortier) for papers, 475

Provincial Legislatures, Forgery, Perjury and Intimidation Bill. Sir John A. Mac-
donald, 1r., 743; R.A., 763

Public Accounts
Submission date, 91
Tabled for year ending June 30, 1866, 95
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Public Accounts Committee
Calling time, 440
Report 1st; quorum reduced to seven, 121
Rose, Hon. John, addition, 169

Public Buildings, see Government Buildings

Public Service, see also Civil Service

Public Stock, see Dominion Stock

Public Works
Commissioners' report, 107, 676
Property, etc. value, qu. (Mr. Smith), 124

Public Works Bill. Mr. MeDougall
N. of M., 81; Intro., 108; 2r., 304; com., 309; 3r., passed, 311

Public Works Depariment
Intercolonial Railway, 494, 495
Resolution respecting dropped, 725, 726
Supply, 494, 495

Publications
Journal de Sorel, accounts with Government, M. (Mr. Benoit) for papers, 726
Gazette de Sorel, accounts with Government M. (Mr. McCarthy) for papers, 566
Postage free, newspapers and printed material, 336-8, 408

Quarantine and Public Health Bill. Mr. Langevin
1r., 2r., com., 3r., passed, 743; R.A., 762

Quebec Board of Trade
Shipbuilding aid petition ref. Shipbuilding Com., 496

Quebec Harbour, Improvement and Management Bill, Amdi. Mr. Rose
2r., 706; R.A., 762

Queen's Printer
Change suggested, 405
Office, intention to continue, qu. (Mr. David Thompson), 176, 220

Queen's Printer, see also Parliamentary Printers

Questions on Notice
American silver purchase by Bank of Montreal to send out of country (Mr. Red-

ford), 534
American silver value as legal tender in Canada (Mr. Oliver), 392, 404
Baldwin, late Hon. Robert procuring sculpture (Mr. Beaty), 437
Bank of Montreal accounts with government (Mr. Parker), 285
Bank of Montreal, liquidating indebtedness (Mr. McConkey), 134; (Mr. Ault), 145
Bank of Upper Canada, allowance sum paid late Province of Canada (Mr. Young),

408, 418
Banking, Bill to establish general system or change in legal tender notes (Mr.

O'Connor), 132
Banking institutions tax received, average circulation (Mr. Conneil), 167, 179
Banks, Charters and banking system (Mr. Morris), 385
Banks compelled to withdraw copper coin (Mr. Cheval), 404
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Questions on Notice-Cont.
Banks, shareholders in several (Mr. Mackenzie), 348
Boundary line Upper and Lower Canada, sums paid effecting final settlement (Mr.

Masson), 179
Breweries and distilleries production, grain used, excise duty (Mr. Oliver), 39, 88, 89,

132, 133
Bridge toll Grand River, Dunville (Mr. McCallum), 175, 220
Canals

Burlington, tolls (Mr. White), 79, 90
Lachine, quantity water leased, to whom, rate (Mr. D. A. McDonald), 119, 133, 134
Murray, provision estimates for construction (Mr. Keeler), 392, 461
Point Iroquois, drainage (Mr. Ault), 667
Spring opening (Mr. Workman), 461
Sunday closing Carillon and Grenville (Mr. Abbott), 145; (Mr. Bodwell), 437
Sunday closing Grenville and Ottawa (Mr. Bodwell), 425
Sunday labour (Mr. Morris), 667
Welland and St. Lawrence enlargement (Mr. Masson), 81
Welland, completion (Mr. Benson), 39; (Mr. McCallum), 488
Williamsburg, improvement (Mr. J. S. Ross), 618

Charitable appropriations (Mr. Magil), 92
Charles, Jordan, absconding with public funds (Mr. Bodwell), 385
Commission of the Peace, Government intention to issue for Dominion (Mr. L. H.

Masson), 109
Confederation Act, amount paid delegates going to England to promote passage

(Mr. Anglin), 154, 166
Court of Appeal establishment (Mr. Smith), 79, 87; (Mr. Blake), 566
Court of Queen's Bench, Province of Quebec, appointment 5th Judge (Mr. Work-

man), 392, 404
Criminal cases, payment of witnesses (Mr. Harrison), 533
Customs and harbour tolls collected (Mr. Lawson), 89
Customs expense increase Port of Belleville (Mr. Tilley), 418
Customs House, Caledonia re-establishment (Mr. David Thompson), 176, 285
Deputy Postmaster, change system of payment (Mr. L. H. Masson), 417, 418
Dominion Stock, purchasers, rates, unaccepted tenders, (Mr. Holton), 351
Election expenses, distribution sums paid out of public chest (Mr. Mackenzie), 82
Elections, voters equalization of qualification (Mr. Carling), 284
Excise Inspector Toronto appointment (Mr. Harrison), 285
Export duty sawed lumber, stave-bolts, shingle bolts (Mr. F. Jones), 110
Export duty timber bolts, cedar (Mr. Keeler), 366
Express companies, license or deposit for public protection (Mr. Bodwell), 462
Fenian prisoners, Rev. Mr. McMahon and others, liberation by Royal pardon

(Mr. Masson), 386
Fenian prosecutions costs paid by government (Mr. Mackenzie), 166
Fish and Game Act, penalties levied district of Saguenay (Mr. Cimon), 285
Fish inspection applicable all Provinces (Mr. Fortin), 723
Fisheries

bounties payment (Mr. Bolton), 134, 145, 161
bounty systern extension (Mr. A. G. Jones), 110
duties or prejudicial changes United States (Mr. Campbell), 408, 437
Reciprocity Treaty with United States (Mr. A. G. Jones), 105, 131

Fishermen, Nova Scotia, relief of destitution (Mr. Cartwright), 386
Fishing licenses issued to American vessels (Mr. Fortin), 146
Foreign silver coinage, regulation of value (Mr. Morrison), 82
Geological survey included in estimates (Mr. Connell), 167, 178
Government Department Officers, employees, names, salaries and further pay-

ments (Mr. Johnson), 105, 362-6
Government expenditures departmental printing, advertising, stationery and pens

(Mr. Young), 405
Government House at Toronto fire, insurance, restoration (Mr. Harrison), 154, 161
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Questions on Notice-Cont.
Government Savings Banks plans (Mr. J. H. Cameron), 81
Governor General salary, action London delegates (Mr. Metcalfe), 418
Grand Trunk and Government negotiations (Mr. Mackenzie), 751
Great Western Railroad Company pressing for claims due (Mr. Oliver), 534
Harbour of refuge Coteau Rapids, St. Lawrence (Mr. L. H. Masson), 533
Harbour of refuge Lake Huron east coast (Mr. M. C. Cameron), 462, 533, 534
Immigration

appropriation (Mr. J. H. Cameron), 723
encouragement (Mr. McConkey), 105, 131
encouragement Northwest Territory (Mr. Redford), 404

Independence of Parliament Bill, time of introduction (Mr. Holton), 409
Indians

dues, license fees collected comparison whites (Mr. D. Thompson), 176
lands, patent deeds (Mr. D. Thompson), 386
prosecutions instituted County Brant (Mr. Bown), 188, 221
Reserves townships Oneida, Tuscarora (Mr. D. Thompson), 176, 220
sale Reserved lands (Mr. Bertrand), 110
Six Nations payment Supt. Gilkinson to Indian Department (Mr. D. Thompson),
176, 220

Six Nations Reserve bringing into market (Mr. D. Thompson), 110
Inland Custom House offices money collected, expenses (Mr. Oliver), 82
Intercolonial Railway

construction despite N.S. repeal of Union; location eastern terminus (Mr. F.
Jones), 345

engineers and instructions (Mr. Mackenzie), 348, 349, 406
engineers report laying before House (Mr. Johnson), 110
Government intention (Mr. Holton), 754, 755
survey different routes, measure construction this Session (Mr. Connell), 92, 109
survey parties, information received (Mr. Holton), 489
survey, progress report (Mr. Mackenzie), 566

Interest, fixed rate, government intention introduce Bill (Mr. J. S. Ross), 166, 178
Interest rate, measure to limit (Mr. Godin), 385
International Maritime Exhibition at Havre (Mr. Huot), 488
Jail County Bruce, alterations, additions (Mr. Sproat), 488
Judges County Courts New Brunswick, salaries to be paid by Dominion Govern-

ment (Mr. Smith), 105, 131
Judges, Quebec, resignations, replacement (Mr. L. H. Masson), 685
Justices of the Peace, power of appointment (Mr. Savary), 723
Land settlement system statistics (Mr. Sproat), 197, 221
Legal tender notes, law applicable whole dominion (Mr. Smith), 244
Legal tender redeemed in gold (Mr. Pope), 352
Lighthouses, several locations, government intentions (Mr. Tremblay), 82, 109
Lumber dues and license fees collected from Indian and white people (Mr.

Thompson), 176
Magdalen Islands, Ports of Amherst and House Harbour hydrographic survey

(Mr. Fortin), 723
Magistrates appointment General or Local government (Mr. L. H. Masson), 92
Marriage and divorce government measure or establish Divorce Court (Mr.

Keeler), 167, 220
Marriage licenses, right to appoint issuers (Mr. Stephenson), 132
Military organization for defence of foreign powers (Mr. Pope), 352; (Mr. Oliver),

385
Montreal Post Office dismissals (Mr. Bourassa), 284
Municipal Loan Fund of Upper Canada payment under Seignorial Act and amdts

(Mr. O'Connor), 197
Navigation on Maritime coast, Gulf of St. Lawrence, Great Lakes (Mr. Fortier),

92, 109
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Questions on Notice-Cont.
New Brunswick Railway

Commissioners salaries (Mr. Smith), 167
management, government intention any change (Mr. Smith), 167
right of action persons sustaining injury or damage government intention legisla-
tion (Mr. Smith), 166, 178

Nova Scotia, District of Gaspé, coast of Labrador assistance (Mr. Chauveau), 727
Official Arbitrator decision, appeal to ordinary tribunal (Mr. Blanchet), 488
Papal Zouaves, Canadian, fighting peaceful nation (Mr. F. Jones), 386
Parliament Buildings, planting trees on grounds (Mr. Morris), 583
Parliament or Departmental Buildings, expenditures involved in construction (Mr.

Connell), 91, 92, 112
Parliamentary mail, cost conveying Buildings to Post Office, contractor (Mr. L.

H. Masson), 638
Patents Bill permitting American citizens to receive patents (Mr. Savary), 92, 109;

(Mr. Bodwell), 119, 131
Pensions paid by late Province of Canada, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia (Mr.

Connell), 425, 440
Poisons, regulation of sale (Mr. Stephenson), 366, 386
Port of Thornbury, erection of wharf (Mr. Snider), 418
Ports of New Brunswick, Gulf of St. Lawrence and Bay of Chaleur improvement

(Mr. Anglin), 105, 131
Post and Way Offices in N.B.; offices authorized to sell internal revenue stamps

(Mr. Connell), 352
Postage revenue newspapers (Mr. Connell), 178
Postal rate letters reduction (Mr. Metcalfe), 109
Postal rate reduction ocean, inland, abolishment newspapers (Mr. Young), 81
Provincial gunboats, manning (Mr. McCallum), 496, 534
Provincial Notes assimilation Dominion (Mr. Holton), 123
Public works and property value (Mr. Smith), 124
Queen's Printer, intention to continue Office (Mr. D. Thompson), 176, 220
Railway Ontario government chartering competitive line (Mr. Magill), 392, 404
Railways uniform gauge (Mr. Magill), 392, 404
Reciprocity Treaty with United States, renewal (Mr. Bourassa), 345; (Mr. Webb),

618
Red River uprising, rumor in newspapers (Mr. J. S. Macdonald), 389
Revenue law, breaches, fines, seizures Digby County (Mr. Savary), 175, 176, 285
River

Black, Pontiac County, expenditure timber work (Mr. Mills), 668
Kaministiquia, Fort William removal of bar (Mr. McConkey), 462
Saint John and tributaries, improvement navigation (Mr. Costigan), 461
Trent, removal dam Chisholm's Rapids (Mr. Robitaille), 284

Road
Dundas and Waterloo, settlement accounts Thomas Robertson (Mr. Young), 285
Fort William-Fort Garry, continuing to build (Mr. McConkey), 418, 727
Hamilton and Port Dover, payment by purchasers (Mr. D. Thompson), 366
Isle of Jesus, cost (Mr. Bellerose), 92
Matapedia, meeting claims of contractors (Mr. Robitaille), 284

Rondeau Harbour repair; Thames and Sydenham navigation improvement appro-
priations (Mr. Mills), 79, 87

Salaries government officials, selected list (Mr. Smith), 89
Secret Service sums granted, amount unexpended (Mr. Mackenzie), 89
Seignorial Acts, sums credited Upper Canada Municipal Loan Fund (Mr. O'Connor),

386
Seignorial indemnity Lower Canada paid, still due (Mr. Tremblay), 197, 221
Senate, persons from N.B. declining seats; Ministry intention to claims of Catholics

(Mr. Anglin), 92
Ships, composite,. bounty for construction (Mr. Chauveau), 583
Silver coin, removal depreciated value (Mr. Bechard), 583
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Questions on Notice-Cont.
Sorel, Town of, amount paid on account to Municipal Loan Fund (Mr. McCarthy),

285
Spencer Wood, accommodation for Governor General (Mr. Bodwell), 421, 437
Spirits, alteration tariff to increase excise duty (Mr. Harrison), 154, 157, 161
Stamp duties, amount received by Government (Mr. Connell), 188
Statutes of Canada

Consolidation, steps to facilities procuring by legal profession and others (Mr.
Cartwright), 408, 461

distribution Justices of the Peace (Mr. Huntington), 583
distribution Magistracy and others (Mr. McConkey), 404

Steam engines, duty (Mr. Young), 690
Steamboat inspectors additional appointments (Mr. Stephenson), 418
Steamboat inspectors Quebec and Ontario, names, duties, salaries (Mr. McCarthy),

351, 389
Steamers subsidization line Montreal- Pictou or Halifax (Mr. Bolton), 105, 131
Steamers Victoria and Advance replacement (Mr. Blanchet), 351-61
Tariff firewood from United States (Mr. McCallum), 496
Tariff re-adjustment (Mr. Burpee), 408, 418
Telegraph lines, purchase, union postal services, extension Gulf of St. Lawrence,

Great Lakes (Mr. Fortin), 109
Timber inspection, measurement, assimilation of laws (Mr. Blanchet), 408, 461
Toms, I. F. resignation Junior or Deputy Judge Counties Huron, Bruce (Mr. M. C.

Cameron), 462
Tonnage dues Canadian and American vessels (Mr. Stephenson), 533, 534; (Mr.

Walsh), 404
Toronto new Post Office appropriation in estimates (Mr. Harrison), 209, 220
Tupper, Hon. Charles mission to England (Mr. Holton), 360, 367-73, 755
Vessels

duty new and repaired U.S. (Mr. Stephenson), 391, 437
Government, employed as gunboats, names, age (Mr. McCallum), 188
owned by Dominion, variety of particulars (Mr. Fortin), 134, 145

Volunteers Fenian invasion serving five years recompensed by grant of land (Mr.
Blanchet), 92

Volunteers granted Crown land or pension in Militia Bill (Mr. Stephenson), 366, 403
Votes polled each electoral division during late election (Mr. Mackenzie), 82
Weights and measures, adoption common standard (Mr. Pozer), 284; (Mr. Gibbs), 403
Wheat and flour inspection, assimilate laws throughout Dominion (Mr. Gibbs), 403

Railways
Cost, traffic, working expenses, M. (Mr. McConkey) for papers, 440
Expenditure, 753
Grand Trunk and Government negotiations, qu. (Mr. Mackenzie), 751
Great Western Railroad Company pressing for claims due, qu. (Mr. Oliver), 534
Indebtedness to Government, 513
Loan for completion, House in Com., 159, 160
Ontario government chartering competitive line, qu. (Mr. Magil), 392, 404
Riviere du Loup to Halifax, construction, 166
Uniform gauge, qu. (Mr. Magili), 392, 404

Railways and Canals, Better Traffic Regulations Bill. Mr. Macfarlane
N. Intro., 105; Intro., 127, 286; 2r., Com. Railways, 566

Railways Bill. Sir G. E. Cartier
N. Intro., 343; Intro., 359; 2r., ref. Railways Com., 570; report 702, 715; 3r., 727,

728, 730, 731; passed, 731; R.A., 762

Railways Committee
Additions, Blake, Edward, 583; Rose, Hon. John, 169



836 HOUSE OF COMMONS DEBATES

Read, Hon. Robert (Hastings East, Ont.)
Bank of Hastings Bill, 199, 284
Financial Statement, 295
Inland Revenue Department Bill, 303
Spirits, increase duty, provide inspection Bill, 710
Tariff resolutions, 267

Reading Room
Admission of strangers, 199

Receiver-General Depar±ment
Supply, 491, 492

Reciprocity Treaty wi±h United States
Renewal, qu. (Mr. Bourassa), 345; qu. (Mr. Webb), 618
Rigney, Thomas petition settlement of claim, 617, 645

Recorders' Salaries
Ontario, M. (Mr. Wood) for papers, 689, 690

Redford, James (Perth North, Ont.)
American silver, 278
American silver purchased Bank of Montreal to send out of country, qu., 534
Immigration, encouragement Northwest Territory, qu., 404
Militia Bill, 554
Stratford Board of Trade Bill, 667
Tariff resolutions, 278

Red River Uprising
Rumor in newspapers Government information, qu. (Mr. J. S. Macdonald), 389

Removal of Persons in Custody Charged with Treason or Felony Bill. Sir John A.
Macdonald

2r., 643; 3r., passed, 645

Renaud, Auguste (Kent, N. B.)
Petition against return, 107, 135, 140

Restaurant
Rooms fitted up and dinner service provided for entertainments, 98, 199

Revenue, Auditing Public Accounts' Public Accountants Bill. Mr. Rose N. of M. 229;
com., 299; 3r., passed, 305

Revenue Law
Breaches, fines, seizures Digby County qu. (Mr. Savary), 175, 176, 285

Richelieu and Pasumsic Railway and Navigation Company, Bill to Incorporate. Mr.
Chamberlin

Intro., 641

Rideau Hall
Expense and appropriation, 492, 612, 631

Riots and Riotous Assemblies Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
2r., 643; 3r., passed, 645; R.A., 762

Riots Near Public Works, Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
2r., 734; Discharged, 742
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Rivers
Black, Pontiac County, expenditure timber work, qu. (Mr. Mills), 668
Kaministiquia at Fort William, removal bar, qu. (Mr. McConkey), 462
Ottawa, improvement navigation, 271
Saint John and tributaries, improvement navigation, qu. (Mr. Costigan), 461
Thames, Sydenham appropriations improve navigation, qu. (Mr. Mills), 79, 87
Trent, removal dam Chisholm's Rapids, qu. (Mr. Keeler), 284

Roads
Dundas, Waterloo settlement accounts Thomas Robertson, qu. (Mr. Young), 285
Fort William-Fort Garry, continuing to build, qu. (Mr. McConkey), 418, 727
Hamilton, Port Dover, payments by purchasers, qu. (Mr. D. Thompson), 366
Hamilton, Port Dover plank road sale, M. (Mr. Lawson) for papers, 82, 197, 221, 343
Isle of Jesus cost, qu. (Mr. Bellerose), 92
Isle of Jesus Turnpike Road Company statement, M. (Mr. Bellerose) for papers, 116
Lake Superior, Red River, and other works, M. (Mr. Carling) for papers, 623
Matapedia, meeting claims of contractors, qu. (Mr. Robitaille), 284, 366, 417
Sarawak Township opening, 409

Robitaille, Theodore (Bonaventure, Que.)
Intercolonial Railway reports, correspondence, M. for papers, 79, 89
Matapedia Road, meeting claims of contractors, qu., 284, 366, 417
Trinity House, Quebec report, answer, M. for papers, 690

Rose, Hon. John (Huntingdon, Que.)
American silver tariff, 279-82
Banking and Currency Select Com., 447, 483, 484
Banking Bill, 411-3
Banks Bill, 229, 302
Banks Province of Nova Scotia Bill, 692
Banks use of Dominion Notes Bill, 343, 401-2, 444-7, 557, 569
Cabinet Ministers, Judges and other functionaries, salaries, allowances, 693
Charitable institutions arrears, 678
Civil Service of Canada Bill, 343, 449, 673, 677, 693
Civil Service salaries, 611
Committees appointed Banking and Commerce; Railways; Public Accounts, 169
Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, 343, 570, 427, 562, 670, 698
Contingencies of Departments Bill, 525, 526, 557-60
Contingent charges in Public Service Departments, regulated and restrict, establish

stationery office Bill, 393, 417
Currency Bill, 343, 357, 358, 397-401, 410, 411, 442, 525, 557, 569
Currency, questions of American silver, 178
Customs Duties Bill, 731
Customs tariffs, 594, 598-600, 602, 604
Dominion Stock, 302, 349, 389, 390, 465-6
Dominion Stock sales, correspondence Minister of Finance, Bank of Montreal, 438
Education grants in aid in estimates, 503
Election expenses return to Minister of Finance, 243, 283
Estimates

bringing down, 180
disapprobation motion, 238
Public Service, 574-9

Excise duty, 263-5, 271, 272
Expenses, M. res. Com. on Supply ref. Com. Ways and Means, 243, 244
Finance Minister introduced, 157
Financial Statement

fioating debt, 233, 234
House in Com. of Ways and Means, 288, 289
presentation December 7, 1867, 211-8; April 28, 1868, 573-9
presentation time, 175, 179, 180, 541, 566
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Rose, Hon. John--Cont.
Geological Survey, 359, 395, 397, 410, 526
Geological Survey Bill, 343, 557, 643
Government employees names, salaries ref. Contingencies Com., 364
Governor General, Civil List and salaries Public Functionaries Bill, 702
Governor General's salary, 611, 626
Governor's Secretaries appropriation, 486
Holton, Hon. L. H. conduct, threats to obstruct, 749
Hops tariff, 441
Hospitals, marine and immigrant, Quebec, 508
Immigration assistance, 508
Inland Revenue Department Bill, 279, 285, 302-4, 309
Insurance Companies Bill, 343, 41'3-5, 706, 733, 737, 744, 745, 749-51, 756-7
Insurance companies licensing, 717, 733, 734
Interest rate

amend laws, House Com. consider resolution, order discharged, 743, 744
Government loans and deposits Bank of Montreal, 710
statement, 659, 660

Interest rate, to limit, Bill, 642
Judges, salaries and allowances, 701
Justice, estimates for administration, 498-501
Lieutenant-Governors, salaries, appointment, 299, 300, 485, 674
Marine and Fisheries Department Bill, 459
Militia Department expense, 491
Militia drill-sheds and rifle ranges, 509, 510
New Brunswick Railways subsidies appropriation, 662
North-West Navigation Company Bill, 743
Observatories, grants in estimates, 503
Pensions provided in estimates, 503
Petitions, money, 617
Promisory Notes, Bills of Exchange duties Bill, 302, 329
Quebec Harbour, improvement and management Bill, amdt., 706
Railway indebtedness to Government, 513
Revenue, Auditing Public Accounts, Public Accountants, Bill, 229, 305
Senate contingencies in estimates, 502
Sick and Disabled Seamen and River Police Bill, 735
Stamp duties extension to Maritime provinces, 287
Stamp duties penalties Bill, 316
Supply Bills, 316, 329, 706, 733, 745, 746, 752-6
Supply Bills, fiscal years 1867-8, 1868-9, 316, 329, 706, 733, 745-6, 752-6
Tariff resolutions, 267-9
Titles and Royal Honours, 524

Ross, J. J. (Champlain, Que.)
Arrest by Sergeant-at-Arms, discharge, 489, 496, 497

Ross, J. S. (Dundas, Ont.)
American silver tariff, 281
Canal Williamsburg improvement, qu., 618
Canals Sunday closing, 687
Customs tariff, 597, 603, 605
Financial Statement, 295
Interest, fixed rate, government intention to introduce Bill, qu., 166, 178
Militia Bill, 555
Parliamentary staffs economies, 515
Postal Service Bill, 337

Ross, Walter (Prince Edward, Ont.)
American silver tariff, 281
Hops tariff, 441
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Ross, William (Victoria, N.S.)
Tupper, Hon. Charles mission to England, 373

Royal Assent
339, 761-3

Rupert's Land
Acquisition, correspondence British Ministers M. (Mr. Mills) for papers, 351
Incorporation with Dominion of Canada, 159, 166, 180-97, 200-9, 222-9, 244-55, 279,

286, 711-3

Rupert's Land, see also Northwest Territory

Ryan, P. M. (Montreal West, Que.)
Introduced, 623

Ryland, G. H.
Claims, correspondence M. (Mr. Shanly) for papers, 154, 285, 571, 723

Rymal, Joseph (Wentworth South, Ont.)
Address in Reply, 62
Agriculture Department Bill, 707, 708
Cabinet Ministers, Judges, other functionaries salaries and allowances, 693, 694
Canada West Farmers' Mutual and Stock Insurance Company Bill, 667
Civil Service salaries, 627
Commissions and Oaths of Allegiance and of Office Bill, 450
Confederation, 62
Customs tariff, 598, 603
Excise duties, 581
Government employees names, salaries ref. Contingencies Com., 366
Governor General's salary, 616, 627
Inland Revenue Department Bill, 304
Intercolonial Railway construction, 407
Lieutenant-Governors, salaries, appointment, 486
Local Legislature members disqualified from sitting or voting in Senate or House

of Commons, Bill, 153
Members' indemnity and Speakers' salaries Bill, amdt., 532-3
Militia Bill, 721
Militia, fortifications Montreal and other cities, 656
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporation with Dominion of Canada,

251

St. Lawrence and Ottawa Railway Company Bill to Incorporate. Mr. John Crawford
Intro., 136; 2r., 138, 162-5; 3r., passed, 287

St. Lewis Hydraulic Company Bill to Incorporate
Jurisdiction of Quebec Legislature, 622, 623

Savary, A. W. (Digby, N.S.)
Address in Reply, 28, 29
Banks Bill, 330
Banks in the Province of Nova Scotia Bill, 618
Confederation, 28, 29, 355, 356
Currency Bill, 391, 398, 399, 411
Debates official reporting, 233
European and North American Railroad Stock Western extension, 661
Fisheries Bill, 730
Government employees names, salaries ref. Contingencies Com., 364-5
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Savary, A. W.-Cont.
Independence of Parliament Bill, 734
Justices of the Peace power of appointment, qu., 723
McDonald, E. M. seat, 242
Militia Bill, 722
Militia volunteers additional pay, 761
Parliamentary staffs economies, 521
Patents, Bill permitting American citizens to receive patents, qu., 92, 109
Patents for inventions Consolidated Statutes Chap. 34 Bill, amdt., 751
Revenue law breaches, fines, seizures Digby County, qu., 175-6, 285
Stamp Duties, extension Maritime provinces, 287
Tupper, Hon. Charles mission to England, 370
Young, Hon. W., Chief Justice of Nova Scotia removal from Office, 87

Scatcherd, Thomas (Middlesex North, Ont.)
Civil Service salaries, 615
Customs tariff, 596
Governor General's salary, 615, 627
Inland Revenue Department Bill, 561
Militia Bill, 691
Parliamentary staffs economies, 517, 518, 521
Whiteaves, F. J. Bill for relief, 691

Secretary of State
Seat in House, failure to retain, 343

Secretary of State Administration of Indian and Ordnance Lands Bill, Amdi. Mr.
Langevin 1r., 2r., 571

Secretary of State Depariment
Supply, 491

Secretary of State Depariment Bill. Mr. Langevin
N. of M., 81; Intro., 94, 95; 2r., 393-5; com., 395; 3r. passed, 410

Secret Service
Expenditures, 498, 499
Sums granted, amount expended qu. (Mr. Mackenzie), 89, 159

Security by Officers of Canada Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald 2r., 415; com., 444; 3r.,
passed, 449; R.A., 761

Seignorial Acis
Upper Canada Municipal Loan Fund, sums credited qu. (Mr. O'Connor), 386

Seignorial Indemnity
Lower Canada paid, due, qu. (Mr. Tremblay), 197, 221

Senate
Chapais, Hon. J. C., appointment, 353
Debates, reporting, 125
Elections, participation, 297
Mackenzie, Alexander, views, 150
McGee, Hon. Thomas D'Arcy, views, 73
Persons from N.B. declining seats; Ministry intention to claims of Catholics, qu.

(Mr. Anglin), 92
Supply, 502
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Sergeant-At-Arms
Ross, J. J., arrest and discharge, 489, 496, 497

Shanly, Walter (Grenville South, Ont.)
Clifton Suspension Bridge Company Bill, 536, 565
Customs tariff, 597
Debates official reporting, publishing, 409
Grand Trunk Arrangements Act 1862 Bill, amdt., 127-30
House of Commons jurisdiction, 164
Militia Bill, 722
Ryland, G. H. claims, M. for papers, 154, 285, 571, 723
St. Lawrence and Ottawa Railway Company Bill, 162, 164

Sheriff of Halton County
Accounts claimed due George McKenzie M. (Mr. White) for papers, 88, 405

Shipbuilding Committee
Quebec Board of Trade petition for aid, 496

Shipping
Channel deepening Montreal-Quebec, 131-2
Merchant vessels, special com. appointed to inquire into building, 488
Ships, composite, bounty for construction, qu. (Mr. Chauveau), 583
Steamboat inspectors additional appointments, qu. (Mr. Stephenson), 418
Steamboat inspectors Quebec and Ontario, names, duties, salaries, qu. (Mr. Mc-

Carthy), 351, 389
Steamers, subsidization line Montreal-Pictou or Halifax, qu. (Mr. Bolton), 105,

131
Steamers Victoria and Advance, replacement qu. (Mr. Blanchet), 351, 361
Tonnage dues, 669, 697
Tonnage dues Canadian and American vessels qu. (Mr. Walsh), 404; qu. (Mr.

Stephenson), 533, 534
Vessels

duty new and repaired U.S., qu. (Mr. Stephenson), 391, 437
owned by Dominion, qu. (Mr. Fortin), 134, 145
purchased by Government, employed as gunboats, names, age, qu. (Mr. McCallum),

188, 241

Sick and Disabled Seamen and River Police Bill. Mr. Rose
2r., 735; com., 3r., passed, 743

Simpson, W. M. (Algoma, Ont.)
North-West Navigation and Railway Company Bill, amdt., 536
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporating with Dominion of Canada,

187-8

Smith, Hon. A. J. (Westmoreland, N.B.)
Address in Reply, 27-8
Banking Bill, 411
Confederation, 27, 28, 78
Court of Appeal establishment, qu. 79, 87
Customs Department supply, 492-3
Debates official reporting, 233
Dominion Stock sale, correspondence Minister of Finance and Bank of Montreal,

439
Extradition Treaty Extension Bill, 442
Governor's Secretaries appropriation, 486
Grand Trunk Arrangements Act of 1862 Bill, amdt., 219
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Smith, Hon. A. J.-Cont.
House of Commons jurisdiction, 162, 165, 463
Insurance Companies Bill, 414
Judges, County Courts N.B. salaries, amount paid by Dominion, qu., 105, 131; M.

for papers, 134, 145-6, 257
Justice, estimates administration, 500, 501
Justices of the Peace appointment, 124
Legal tender notes law applicable Dominion, qu., 244
McDonald, E. M. seat, 243
Militia volunteers' pay Dominion Day, 510
New Brunswick Railway

Commissioners salaries, qu., 167
management government intention any change, qu., 167
right of action, persons sustaining injury or damage government intention legisla-

tion, qu., 166
Observatories grants in estimates, 503
Parliamentary staffs economies, 518, 520
Pensions Dominion Government responsibility, 503, 510
Public works, value Dominion property, qu., 124
Rupert's Land and the Northwest Territory incorporation with the Dominion of

Canada, 208
St. Lawrence and Ottawa Railway Company Bill, 162, 165
Salaries government officials, selected list, qu., 89
Tariff resolutions, 267
Tupper, Hon. Charles mission to England and recall, 474

Snider, George (Gray North, Ont.)
Port of Thornbury erection wharf, qu., 418
Roads, petitions to open up in Sarawak Township, 409
Secretary of State Department Bill, 395

Sorel, Town of
Municipal Loan Fund amount paid on account qu. (Mr. McCarthy), 285

Speaker (Hon. James Cockburn)
Commended on social entertainment, 98
Election, 3, 4
Election petition Kamouraska county, 140
French language should be spoken, 4
House of Commons proceedings in both English and French languages in future,

123
Parliamentary staffs economics, 515, 516
Prorogation, 763
Report to House, 5
Report to Senate, 5
Speech of His Excellency, the Governor General, Rt. Hon. Charles Stanley, Viscount

Monck, to both Houses of Parliament, reading, 5, 6

Speaker of the House Permission to Call Another Member Temporarily to the Chair
Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald

Intro., 107, 108; 2r., 138; 3r., passed, 145

Speaker, Rulings and Siatements
Amendment involving additional appropriation out of order, 717
Amendment to motion, 610
Amendments, reading cannot be requested, 749
Appeal from ruling, 750
Bill, third reading, 747
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Speaker, Rulings and Statements-Cont.
Evening sitting, 701
Impeachment, publication pending question of reception, 659
Language not parliamentary, 750
Library of Parliament, 666
Minutes of House reading in French cannot be requested, 750
Money petitions, 645
Question not before Chair, 742
Speaking to malcontents in order, 638

Speakers, Senate and House
Salaries, 81, 95, 98

Spencer Wood
Accommodation for Governor General, qu. (Mr. Bodwell), 421, 437

Spirits, see Liquor

Sproat, Alexander (Bruce North, Ont.)
Communications, opening lne Fort William-Red River, M. for papers, 166
Debates official reporting, 232
Dominion Stock, 301
Harbours Lake Huron east coast, surveys, reports, M. for papers, 79, 90, 197
Jail County Bruce alterations, additions, qu., 488
Land Settlement System, quantity purchased, price, qu., 197, 221
Militia Bill, 538, 680
Parliamentary staffs economies, 521
Public Works Bill, 311
Secretary of State Department Bill, 394

Stamp Dutier
Abolition sums less than $25., 290
Amount received by Government, qu. (Mr. Connell), 188
Extension to Maritime Provinces, 285-7

Stamp Duties Penalties Bill. Mr. Rose
2r., 316; R.A., 762

Standing Orders Committee
Report lst., quorum reduced to seven, 107

Statistics
Marriages and deaths, expense of collecting, 675

Statistics Department, see Agriculture, Immigration and Statistics Department

Statutes of Canada
Consolidation, legal profession, others facilitate procuring, qu. (Mr. Cartwright),

408, 461
Distribution

Justices of the Peace, qu. (Mr. Huntingdon), 583
Magistracy and others qu. (Mr. McConkey), 404
Queen's Printer's report, M. (Mr. Mackenzie) for papers, 154

Statutes of Canada Consolidation Act Bill. Mr. Mills
Intro., 403

Statutes of Canada, 31, Vic., cap. i bill, amdi, Mr. Mils
Intro., 366; 2r., 566; 3r., passed 639; R.A., 761
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Steamboats, Inspection and Safety of Passengers Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
Intro., 449; 2r., 671: 3r., passed, 677; R.A., 762

Stephenson, Rufus (Kent, Ont.)
British subjects, naturalized by any Province, status, rights and privileges abroad,

M. for papers, 366, 566
Dredging, expenditure under appropriation, M. for papers, 667
Harbour of refuge Lake Erie, M. for papers, 132, 408
Lighthouses, appropriations to construction, M. for papers, 132
Marriage Licenses, right to appoint issuers, qu., 132
Poisons, regulation of sale, qu., 366, 386
Rondeau Harbour transfer, M. for papers, 175, 221
Steamboat inspectors additional appointments, iqu., 418
Sydenham River Bill, 535, 566-7
Tonnage dues Canadian and American vessels, qu., 533, 534
Vessels, duty new and repaired U.S., qu. 391, 437
Volunteers granted Crown land or pension in Militia Bill, qu., 366, 403

Stirion, David (Wellington South, Ont.)
Militia Bill, 537, 538

Strafford Board of Trade Bill to Incorporaie. Mr. Redford
60th rule suspended; Intro., 667; 2r., 3r., passed, 713, 714; R.A., 762

Street, T. C. (Welland, Ont.)
Bank of Upper Canada Bill, 107, 287
Commercial Bank of Canada Bill, 173
Dominion Stock, names purchasers, 391
Niagara District Bank Bill, amdt., 559, 661
Niagara Falls Gas Company Bill, 453, 536, 565
Railway indebtedness to Government, 513
Spirits, increase duty and provide inspection Bill, 709

Supply
M. (Sir John A. Macdonald) House to resolve itself into Com. of Supply granted,

124, 138
M. (Mr. Rose) resolutions on expenses from Com. on Supply ref. Com. Ways and

Means, 243-4
Subjects and items

Agriculture, Immigration and Statistics Department, 495
Arbitrations and awards, 664
Canals, 631, 663
Charitable institutions arrears, 678, 679
Circuit allowances, contingent expenses, Ontario, 497, 498
Civil Service Departmental salaries and contingencies, 495, 633, 634
Customs collection, 633
Customs Department, 492, 493
Custom House, Quebec, 631
Education grants in aid, 503
Fisheries, 632, 664
Governor General's salary, 610
Governor's Secretaries appropriation, 486
Harbours, 631, 664
Hospital marine Saint John, 508
Hospitalization seamen, 508
Hospitals and charitable institutions, 508
Hospitals, marine and immigrant, Quebec, 508
Immigration, 507, 508
Indians annuities and grants, 632, 664
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Supply-Cont.
Subjects and items-Cont.

Inland Revenue Department, 493, 494
Intercolonial Railway survey appropriation, 662, 663
Justice administration arrears 1867, 499, 500
Justice Department, 489
Lieutenant-Governors salaries, 485, 486, 633
Lighthouses, 632, 664
Marine hospitals, 664
Militia, 489-91, 508-10, 661, 677
New Brunswick Railways subsidies, 661
Observatories, 503
Parliamentary and Departmental Buildings, 631, 663, 664
Patent Office, 507
Penitentiaries and criminal lunatic asylums, 502
Pension Samuel Walter, late Clerk of the House of Assembly, 510, 511
Pensions, 503
Pensions and new Militia pensions, 511
Police, frontier, 634
Police, harbour, river and government, 500, 501, 634
Post Office Department, 495
Post Office, Montreal, 632
Prison inspection, salaries and contingencies, 502
Privy Council, 489, 495
Public Service estimates, 573-80
Public Service staff and salaries, 610, 629-31
Public Works, 494, 495, 633, 702-5
Quarantine, 508, 632
Railways, 631, 632, 664
Receiver-General Department, 491, 492
Registration, Nova Scotia, Quebec, 507
Roads and bridges, 664
Revenue collection, 664
Rideau Hall, 631
Sable Island, humane establishment, 508
Seaman, shipwrecked and disabled, 508
Secret and detective service, 498, 499
Secretary of State Department, 491
Senate, House of Commons salaries and contingencies, 502, 634, 635
Seignorial Act indemnities, 632, 664
Slides and booms, 631, 664
Steam service, ocean and river, 664
Steamboat inspection, 632, 664
Surveys and inspections, 664
Timber culling, 632, 664

Supply Bills. Mr. Rose
1867-8; 2r., 316; 3r., passed, 329; 1868-9; Intro., 706, 73; 2r., 745; com., 746; 3r.,

passed, 752-6; R.A., 763

Supply Commitee
Formal resolution to constitute, 98

Sydenham River, Facilitale Removal of Obstructions to Navigation Bill. Mr. Mills
Intro., 403; 2r., 462, 535, 566; ref. Special com., 567

Sylvain, George (Rimouski, Que.)
Intercolonial Railway route petition, 161
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Taché, Sir Étienne
Testimonial to his memory, 69-70

Telegraph Lines
Government intention to secure possession, 87
Purchase, union with postal services, extension Gulf of St. Lawrence, Great Lakes,

qu. (Mr. Fortin), 109

Telegraphing
Departmental expense, 495

Thompson, David (Haldimand, Ont.)
Customs House Caledonia re-establishment, qu., 176, 285
Indian and white people, dues and license fees collected, qu., 176
Indian lands, Patent Deeds, qu., 386
Indian Reserve population, acres occupied, cultivated Townships Oneida and Tus-

casora, qu., 176, 220
Indian Reserve, Six Nations, Haldimand County bringing into market, qu., 110
Indians, Six Nations, Supt. Gilkinson payment to Indian Department, qu., 176, 220
Militia Bill, 554
Queen's Printer, intention to continue Office, qu., 176, 220
Road, Hamilton and Port Dover, payments by purchasers, qu., 366

Thompson, J. H. (Ontario North, Ont.)
Inland Revenue Department Bill, 303
Militia Bill, 553
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporating with Dominion of Canada,

189

Throne Speech
Debate, see Address in Reply
Reading by Speaker, 5, 6

Tilley, Hon. S. L. (Saint John, N.B.)
Banks, Bill, 302, 330
British Copywright Books Bill, 570
Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, 564
Customs collection appropriation, 633
Customs Departinent Bill, 279, 562, 570, 669, 670
Customs Department supply, 492, 493
Customs Duties tariff Bill, amdt., 731-2
Customs expense increase Port of Belleville, qu., 418
Customs Revenue collection and protection Bill, 81, 231, 282, 285, 287
Customs tariff, 597-601
Excise duties, 271, 276, 277, 580, 581
Financial Statement, 290, 291
Intercolonial Railway Bill, 307
Rupert's Land and the Northwest Territory incorporating with the Dominion of

Canada, 208
Tariff resolutions presented, 265-8; moved concurrence, 279

Timber
Hemlock protection, special com., 352, 440, 497, 617
Inspection and measurement, assimilation of laws, qu. (Mr. Blanchet), 408, 461

Timber, see also Lumber

Timber Rafting on Navigable Hivers of the Dominion Bill. Mr. Bellerose
N. of M., 91 Intro., 101; 2r., 134, 148, 149
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Tilles and Royal Honours
Com. to report on papers and correspondence laid before House, appointment,

639; report, 713
Conferred on Members of the House, 513, 523, 524, 541, 623, 712
Members of House, representations to His Excellency, M. (Mr. Parker) for papers,

82-5, 351, 386-8

Tobacco
Excise duty exemption, amendment lost, 309
Importation, 523, 670, 671, 673

Tobacco Manufactured in Canada Payment of Duty Bill. Mr. Howland
Intro., 676; 2r., 735; com., 742-3; 3r., passed, 743: R.A. 762

Toms, I. F.
Resignation as Junior Deputy Judge qu. (Mr. M. C. Cameron), 462

Trade and Navigation
Returns submission date, 91

Trade Marks and Industrial Designs Bill. Mr. Langevin
Intro., 742; 2r., 3r., passed, 745; R.A., 763

Treasonable Offences
Laws respecting, 505

Tremblay, P. A. (Chicoutimi and Saguenay, Que.)
Election Kamouraska County, 380
Lighthouses, qu., 92, 109
Local Legislature members disqualified from sitting or voting in Senate or House

of Commons Bill, 153
Militia, fortifications Montreal and other cities, 655
Rupert's Land and the Northwest Territory incorporating with the Dominion of

Canada, 205
Seignorial indemnity Lower Canada paid, still due, qu., 197, 221

Trinity House, Quebec
Report, answer M. (Mr. Robitaille) for papers, 690

Trust and Loan Company of Upper Canada Bill. Sir John A. Macdonald
Intro., 488; 3r., discharged, 708

Tupper, Hon. Charles (Cumberland, N.S.)
Address in Reply, 13-20, 41, 42
Confederation, 13-20, 37, 38, 41, 42
Election expenses return to Minister of Finance to bring under government notice,

209, 243
Immigration, correspondence Dominion-Local governments, M. for papers, 221
Intercolonial Railway Bill, 307
Justices of the Peace appointment, 124
McDonald, E. M. seat, 241-3
Mission to England, 360, 367-73, 474, 525, 755
Postal Service Bill, 335, 337
Public Works Bill, 305
Recall, 464, 465
Rupert's Land and Northwest Territory incorporating in Dominion of Canada, 226-8
Tariff resolutions, 269
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United Church of England and Ireland Synod Bill. Mr. J. H. Cameron
Intro., 617, 618

United States of America
American silver, value as legal tender in Canada, qu. (Mr. Oliver), 392, 404
Canada-U.S., 182, 183, 186-8, 192-6, 206, 207, 224, 225, 252
Compensation property destroyed by marauders, publicly armed, organized in U.S.,

correspondence Canada, Great Britain, M. (Mr. Mills) for papers, 351, 388
Great Britain-U.S. cooperation, 197

Upper House
Upper and Lower Canada, nominated or elected, 150, 151

Vine Cultivation and Wine Making in Canada Special Commi±tee
Appointment, 534, 535

Volunteers, see Militia

Wallace, John (Albert, N.B.)
Civil Service, extra pay employees on annual salaries, M. for papers, 623
Financial Statement, 295, 296

Walsh, Aquila (Norfolk North, Ont.)
American silver, legal tender at rate of 80 cents on the dollar, resolution, 167, 281
Customs tariff, 605
Government employees names, salaries ref. Contingencies Com., 366
Governor General's and Civil Service salaries, 615
Governor General's Salary Bill, 640
House of Commons jurisdiction, 165
Members' Indemnity and Speakers' Salaries Bill, 122-3; amdt., 568
Militia Bill, 722
Telegraph lines, government intention to secure possession, 87
Tonnage dues American vessels, qu., 404

Waller, Samuel, Laie Clerk of the House of Assembly
Pension, 510, 511

Ways and Means Commi±ee
M. (Mr. Howland) for House to resolve itself into, 580-1
M. (Mr. Rose) House resolve itself into, 288, 710, 715
Resolutions 263-5, 271-8, 580-1, 593-605, 711

Webb, W. H. (Richmond and Wolfe, Que.)
Galt, Hon. A. T. defended, 295
Reciprocity Treaty with United States renewal qu., 618

Weigh±s and Measures
Common standard adoption, qu. (Mr. Pozer), 284; qu. (Mr. Gibbs), 403

Weigh±s and Measures Uniformi±y Bill. Mr. L. H. Masson
N. of M., 188

West Indies
Trade, reduction in tariff, direct steam communication, 161

Weston, W.
Post Office Officer's report, M. (Mr. Chamberlin) for papers, 667-8
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Whea and Flour
Inspection, assimilate laws throughout Dominion qu. (Mr. Gibbs), 403

Whelan
Trial assassination Hon. Thomas D'Arcy McGee, M. (Mr. Burton) for papers, 726

White, John (Halton, Ont.)
Bank of Agriculture Bill, 661, 667
Cabinet Ministers, Judges and other functionaries salaries, allowances, 695
Canal Burlington tolls, qu., 79, 90
Sheriff Halton County, George McKenzie, accounts claimed due, M. for papers, 88,

405

Whiteaves, F. J., Bill for Relief of Mr. Workman
Intro., 641; Ref. Select Com., 641, 642; 2r., 691; 3r., passed, 692; Her Majesty's

pleasure, 763

Wood, E. B. (Brant South, Ont.)
Justice, estimates for administration, 500, 501
Law proceedings, fees collected in Ontario, M. for papers, 687-9
Railway Bill, 730, 731
Recorders' salaries in Ontario, M. for papers, 689, 690

Workman, Thomas (Montreal Centre, Que.)
Canada Shipping Company Bill, 661, 667
Canals Spring opening, qu., 461
Court of Queen's Bench, Quebec, appointment 5th Judge, qu., 392, 404
Custom tariff, 602
Port of Montreal provision Custom House, Examining Warehouse, 132
Ship channel deepening Montreal-Quebec, 131, 132
Whiteaves, F. J. Bill for relief of, 641, 642, 691, 692

Wright, Alonzo (Ottawa County, Que.)
Address in Reply, 60
Canals expenditure, 631
Canals Sunday closing, 686
Confederation, 60
Drummond, Judge, impeachment petition, 676
Judges, Quebec, Province of, 422, 423
Lafontaine, Judge, petition bringing charges and requesting investigation, 646, 685
Ottawa District, Select Com. inquire into administration of justice, 685, 686

Young, James (Waterloo South, Ont.)
Address in Reply, 47
Aliens and Naturalization Bill, 660
Bank of Upper Canada, allowance sum paid late Province of Canada qu., 408, 418
Brewers County Waterloo, alleged frauds, M. for papers, 241, 257
Canals appropriation, 663
Confederation, 47, 471
Contingencies of Departments Bill, 525, 526, 558, 559
Currency Bill, 358
Customs House Officers, printing of a return respecting, 465
Customs Duties Bill, 732
Customs tariff, 594
Departmental expenditures printing, advertising, stationery, pens, qu., 405
Estimates disapprobation motion, 239
Excise duties, 264, 265, 276, 581
Financial Statement debate, 218
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Young, James-Cont.
Government employees names, salaries ref. Contingencies Com., 362, 365
Governor General's and Civil Service salaries, 611, 612
Hospitals, marine and immigrant, Quebec, 508
Insurance Companies Bill, 414, 706
Justice, estimates for administration, 501
Library of Parliament, 666
Local Legislature members disqualified from sitting or voting in Senate or House

of Commons Bill, 152
Militia Bill, 553, 554, 680
Postal rate reduction ocean, inland, abolishment newspapers, qu.,, 81
Road, Dundas and Waterloo, settlement accounts with Thomas Robertson, qu., 285
Steam engines, duty, qu., 690
Tupper, Hon. Charles mission to England and recall, 471

Young, Hon. W.
Removal from Office as Chief Justice of Nova Scotia, petition presented, 87


