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TIE ATONEMENT.

" It is sometimes said of Unitarians that they
deny the Atonement. This charge is a difficult
one to ‘meet, because of its vagueness. It is

" difficult to-find out what the doctrine of atone-
ment is that we are accused of denying There

. have been almost as many different schemes of
atonement as there have been different writers
upon the subject. Princeton says one thing;
Andover -another ; Oberlin still differs from
either. ) : .

" The first and most common scheme of atone-
‘ment is, that the sufferings of Christ were de-
‘signed to appease the wrath of God. God was
‘angry with men on account of the sin of Adam,
‘as well as their own sins, God the Son, the
second person of the Trinity, intérposed to turn
‘away his wrath, to receive in his own person
the inflictions of God’s vindictive pleasure, and
"thus rescue man from it.  We do reject this
scheme of atonement most distinctly and em-
phatically. - We say that it has no foundation
“in ‘Scriplure,-and - that it is inconsistent with
the nature and character of God. It is, more-
over, inconsistent with itself. - On the supposi-
tion that the doctrine of the Trinity were true,
sin is committed against God, the whole Trinity,

. —against one person as much as another. The
second person cannot abandon his place in the
Trinity and come onearth and .make atone-
ment to the whole Trinity, because he must be
at-the: same time one of the persons of the
Trinity to which the atonement is made. The
very supposition-upon which -this scheme is
raised. is an impossibility, and thevefore re-

"quires no further discussion.- i

- Thé.next schéme of ‘atonement which we
shall mention may be called ¢« the satisfaction
schéme,?. "It'is said that mankind has broken
God’s law, and thus.impaired its authority —
1f men were ‘patdoned merely on" repentance,
without the legal penalty being exactéd from
some one, the law would become anullity, and
-no longer. have powerto control .God’s crea-
turés., It was necessary that some one should
be_punished, lest. thé. Deity should loose his
dignity. and respect. Every sin’is an infinite
evil, because committed against an infinite
God., An infinite atonement is necessary to do

“away au infinite evil. It was necessary that
Christ’should be both God and man, in order o
make:an infinite sacrifice. But, unfortunately
for this theory, thoseé 'who adopt it are com-
pelled to confess that God is incapable of suf-
fering, so that the human part alone suffered,
-and the'infinite atonément is at last explained
-away. Besides, Christ upon the cross exclaim-
ed, ** My God; my God, why hast thou for-
saken me?’?.and with his last breath.said,
¢ Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit »
-If God.made ‘a part of his.person, he could not

* have forsaken him. .And if he remained to
make the -infinite -atonemeiit, that prayer did
not. correspond to:facts. "But this idea of satis-

* fying the law is wholly gratuitous. = Nothing
" is'said of it in. Scripture. e

What, then, is the atonement, and in what
sense do Unitarians believe in it?  In the first
place; I' observe. that' the word .is found but
once in’ the New. Testament, and. then it is the

- translation'of a Greek word everywhere else
rendered reconciliation. Had it been heére so

" tranglated, we. should ‘never have heard either
-of the word or the doctrine of atonement.

-2 ¢ The simple facts of the case 'are .these, A
disobedient child.is always at variance .with

.. his father.-— There can be no .reconciliation, or
-at-one:ment, between , them, until the son 1e-

“pents, refoims, and  returns humbled and obe-

_dient-to his father, ' Stch is the condition of

“’/those " whom' Christ eideavoured 1o reconcile to

‘God.: ", Reconeilidtion is a- voluntary act, and

an; be brought., about: only hy persuasion—

Chiist was ‘a teacher. . His whole mission.was
eaching, in’its_largest sense, ' His death was
he ‘consequence” of his._iedaching, and of his
ssitinption. of theloflice of the Messiah.  The
taith "which he ‘claimed from h's disciples .had

“nothing to do with his nature, - It'was, that he
had been'sent by Gou, and instructed and .em-

wored to do what he did, and teach what he
ht,’ That-teaching was his principal office,
rore 'than'once  asserts. : *¢I:am come a
to‘the: world, that whosoever believeth
shiotild # wot‘walk in’ darknéss.?" vBelief
on:him-as’d'teacher was- the belief . which: se-

¥

“cured salvation, ¢ Verily,\verily, 1.say!unto|

-known that such a person had -lived.

you, he that heareth my word and believeth on
him that sent me hath everlasting life, and
shall not come into condemnation, but is passed
from death unto life.”? To his disciples he
said; before his crucifixion, “ Now ye are
clean, through the word that [ have spoken
unto you.” It was his doclrine, then, not his
death, which cleansed his disciples from sin,
Indeed, Christ’s death without his doctrines
could have no infiuence upon the world, for
men cannot be forgiven unless they repent, [t
is only by bringing men to repentance and obe-
dience that he can be of any service to them.
To reject him as a teacher is to reject him
altogether. < He that rejecteth me, and re-
ceiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth
him ; the word that [ have spoken, that shall
judge him at the last day. For I have not
spoken of myself, but the Father, which hath
sent me; he gave me a commandment what I
should say and what I should speak, and I
know that his commandment is life everlast-
ing?

One part of Christ’s teaching was the readi-
ness of God to forgive the penitent. Such is
the meaning of the parable of the prodigal son.
This doctrine of the forgiveness of sins made a
part, and a substantial part, of Christ’s ieach-
ing ; it became a part of the new convent or
dispensation of religion, a part of God’s re-
vealed and stipulated way of dealing with men.

In the course of his teaching, Jesus was ar-
raigned by the Jews as guilty of blasphemy in
pretending to be their promised Messiah, and
for teaching the people in the name of God:—
They brought him before their - highest court,
and the high-priest solemnly interrogated him,
¢ Art thou the Christ 2?2 lHere was his whole
mission and ministry brought to the test. If
he had shrunk from that avowal, there would
have been an end to his mission and his reli-
gion. "~ The world at large would never have
Bat he
said, ¢ I am,’> and was sentenced to execution,
He shed his™ blood, then, in bearing testimony
to his divine mission ; his blood was the scal of
the new covenant, a part of which covenant
was the promise of God to forgive thie penitent,
This is what he meant, then, in instituting the
supper, when he took the cup and said,—
¢ This is the new covenant in my blood, which
is shed for many for the remission of sins.”’—
My blood is the scal of -that covenant, which
promises the forgiveness of sins. This is the
sense in which Jesus was the ¢ Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the world ? The
mere pardon of sin is of little consequence, un-
less at the same time there is a change of char-
acte~. It would have been of no use for the
father to forgive the prodigal son, unless he had
repented. If he had come back impenitent,
the state of things would not have been im-
proved at all, though the father had forgiven
the impenitent son. Christ is the ambassador
of God’s mnerey to men. He pronounced them
-pardon on repentance, and acceptance on the
ground of obedience,—reward even for every
good act. - But that embassage is made infi-
‘nitely more impressive by the crucifixion —
That Christ foresaw and forelold :—¢¢ And 1,
if I be lifted up from the carth, will draw all
men unio me.” .

So we find that it is the moral effect of
Christ®s death on which the writers of the New
Testament principally dwell, when speaking of
the subject. ¢ Who suffered the just for the
unjust,’—that he might appease the Divine
wrath, or vindicate the honor of-the law ?—no:
but ¢¢ that he might bring us unto God.”” “Who
gave himself- for us,”>—that he might expiate
our sins ?—no’: but ¢ that he might redeem.us
from -all' iniquity; and purify unto himself a
peculiar people, zealous -of good works.*>—
s Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not re-
deemed by corruptible things, as silver and
gold,»—from what ?—ihe wrath of God,the
penalties” of the law?—-no: but ¢ from your
vain conversation received by tradition from
your fathers,> from your vicious habils and
practices, ' which were handed down from pre-
ceding gengrations, ¢ by the precious blood of
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and'with-
out spot'??- - Now -thére is no -possible way.in
whicL the blood of Christ can reform men [ram
their:evil habits, except by giving moral power
and,efficacy.to: the gospel,.in - persuading men
to abandon:sin. and practise holiness. . =

respect to the alonement. They do not be-
lieve that Christ died to appease God’s wrath,
—they do not believe that he died to satisfy
the claims of the broken law. They do believe
that he died to give power and efficacy to his
Gospel, to fix on him the faith and affections
of mankind, that they might be delivered froin
sin ard be induced to become holy, just, and
good ; to break off’ their sins by righteousness,
and their iniquities by turning to God, and thus
hecome reconciled to that Father from whom
they were alienated by wicked works.

The Unitarian hopes to be saved, not by his
own merits, nor by the merits of Christ, but by
the free, unbought, spontaneous mercy of God,
of whicli boundiess and unchangeable love tie
mission and death of Christ are an expression
and a manifestation. ¢ For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life *

The atonement, or reconciliation, is not so
much a speculative as a practical subject; in
which every one is interested. Each one
knows whether hie is reconciled to God, or
whether he is estranged irom him, Christ has
lold us how we can find peace. < Come unto
me, all ye that are weary and heavy-laden,
and I will give you rest.””

DR. CHANNING'3 VIEWS OF TIE
PLRSON OF CIIRISY

[The following exuact is taken from the
Memoir of Chauning recently published. It
is a portion of a discourse preached by him in
Mauy 1842, in which le reviews his previous
ministry. He was ordained about nincteen
years belore:]

“In regard to the person or rank of Christ,
yoo.well know that a controversy had. pre-
vailed during my ministry,- in which overy
minister had been compelled to take a part.
My views on this subject have varied but
little since my first connexion with you, and
have been made kuown to you with entire
frankuness. ‘The greatl fundamental principle
of Christian beliefl is, that Jesus Christ was
anointed, sent, commissioned by God, that he
derived all his authority and offices and power
from God, so that God who sent him is always
to be adored as the first cause, the original,
of whatever Christ communicates, and is o
be our uliimate hope and confidence. 1
know nothing which appears to be more
plainly a departure from this fundamental
principle of Christian belief than the doctrine
that Christ is God himself, equally entitled
with the Father who sent him to the glory of
originating our redemption, equally saving us
by his own underived, hifinite power. To
teach this “is to resist the current of Seripture
language and Seripture precepts, to withstand
Christ’s great purgose, which was to glorify
his TFather, and to shake the fundamental
principle of natural as well as revealed re-
ligion, the Unily of God. .

“ My ministry ont is poiut I look back
upon with unmixed pleasure ; nor have Iany
consciousness of having thus degraded Jesus
Christ.  His glory consists in the love with
which God regarded him, in the offices” with
which God had invested him, in the likeuess
ivhich he bears to God’s punity and goodness,
—not in being God himself; and they are the
last to consult Christ's glory, who, instead . of
making him the brightest represeutative and’
the most exalted minister of his Father, throw
a mist.and doubtfulness over his whole nature,
by making him the same being with his
Tather. I make these remarks with no dis-
position 1o brink reproach ‘on’ any - class of

word which might ever seem to be  unkiud.
But the circumstances of my ministry compel
me, in reviewing it, to refer to the controversy
whieh has shaken the church, and in - which
1. have been charged with conducting my
people into.ruinous error.” That I have -not
erred I onght not to ‘affirm with'the decision
and confidence to¢ common in controversy,
and thereforé 1 would only say-.that: I : have
inquired’ earnestly, and ™ tliat - inquiry :-has
given me.a galm, stible conviction of ‘the
great, principld that Jesus Christ is a ‘distinet

Such,-then, are the views of Unitarians with

Chuistians 3 for I'would not breathe a single.|

being, not the self-existent and hifinite
Creator. :
«$till, I have not been
preach Christ as « mere man.
of him as a peculiar being. He existed in a
sale of glory before his birth. Nor was his
agency for our salvation confined to his teach-
ing, and example, and suffering, and resurec-
tion, while on the earthi; but he is now a
glorified, powerful agent in human affairs,
our friend, Dbenefactor, intercessor, and
strengthener, and hereafter he will be our
jadge. These views I have urged, not be-
cause the mere belief of them is to sive, but
becanse they have seemed to me fitted to
cicate a more earnest, affectionate, reverent,
and obedient regard to Jesus Christ,—such a
regard as will lead us to form ourselves upon
the model of his precepts and example~—
‘This, this is the essentiul point, and he who
is faithful here has a saving faitli, be his
views of Jesus whatever they may. The
areatest ind most ‘dangerous error of the age
is the substitution of opinion, speculation,
controversy, of noise and bustle ubout religion,
for the practice of Christ’s precepts, especially
of those precepts which peculiarly charae-
terize his religion,—filial love towards God,
and self-denyiug, all-forgiving, disinterested,
mild, humble, patient charity "towards men.
This love, this charity,—which is the end of
the Chriétinn commandment, which is greater
than faith and hope, which is the very spirit
of Christ, which is God duelling in us,—T have
made supreme in my ministry 3 and T trust
that I have not labored wholly in vain.?

accustomed to
I have spoken

HUMILITY AND INDEPENDENCE.

No humility is thoroughly sound. which is
not thoroughly trathful. ~The man whobrings
misdirected ‘ot ‘inflated . agcusations :against
himself, does so in a false _humility,'zma will
probably be found to indemnify himself on
one side or another. Either he takes a pride
in his supposed humility ; or éscaping in his
self-condemnations from the darker into the
lighter shades of his life and nature, he plays
at hide and seek with his consciénce..” And
true humility, being a wise virtue, will' deal
more in self~examination and sécret contrition
than in confession. For confession is'often a
mere luxury of the consciencey—used as the
epicures of ancient Rome would. use an
emetic und a warm buth before they sat
down to a feast. Itis often also a verysnare
to the maker of it, and a delusion practised
on the parly to whom it is made. - For; first,
the fauits may be such as words will not ad-
equately explain ; secondly, the plea of
“onilty,” shakes judgment in her seat;
thirdly, the indulgence shown to confession
might be better bestowed on the shame which
conceals ; for this tends tocorrection, whereas
confession will many times atand 'instead of-
penitence to the wrong-door ; and sometimes
even a sorrowful penitence stands’in’ the
place of amendment, andis washed’ away
m its own tears.— Toylor’s Notes from Life.

EVILS OF FANATICISM: "

(IFrom Universalist TWalchman, published in
Montpelier, Vermont.]™
We learn with regret, that there are guite
a number of peraous,in various portions of this
State, who are still afilictéd with' the Miller
mania, -¢Prefectionism,” &e¢., &c. ~Some
still indulged the wild vagary of the end of
the. world, und the comhion notion of a general
conflagration of the Univérse and the -day of
judgment. - Others indulge; the idlé’whim
that they have, become. perfect—that they
shall never die a physical death, &e. "
~.In oue of these families where-a child was
sick, the parents refused entirely, to send for.
a doetor of any kind, affirming that the; Lord
would, cure it, until theirneighbors expostula-
ted with them and, finally censuréd their pro- -
ceedings,when they finally calleda physician
—but too late..., Nothing ¢old then be’done.
It lingered a.short. time . anddied? O,
Fanaticism | Thou,are both blind andcroel *

‘-'I"hef.ba.tl‘l‘ 1!12'1!: :l;s:ids to .-i,for_uiné‘ s oftéﬁ .
passes through the /narrow;;defil

defiles;,of mean-
nessy which-a man. of  exalted’ 3p, cannot’ .

A

being .from God;"a_ derived, deépendendent

stoop to tread.i vl
Nl TYr B
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‘grief is over: and few truces of it are lo be
“seen, but those improvements which it has

THE BIBLE CHRISTIAN.

CIRISTIAN PRINCIPLE.

Our religious principles should be enlight-
ened, unwavering and practical. True Chris-
tian principle is 1o the mind, what gravitation
is to the universe ; it keeps all our powers,
appetites and hopes within the orbit of devo-
tion and beneficence. Christianity is the best
friend of man. In disclosing the hand of an
all-wise and ull-gracious Providence, dispen-
sing prosperity ‘and adversity, and bringing
good out of evil-—it presents the prespect of
an hereafter, where the ravages of sin and
death shall be repaired—and finally by
awakening all our active powers to the prose-
cution of the most valuable ends—it fills up
every chasm—dissipates every painful im-

ression—the whole compass of uature
rightens around—our tears may continue to
flow, perhaps flow faster, hut our consolations
flow as fast. ‘To the breast which has been
visited by the peace of God, the bitierness of

made in the soul, and that manly thoughtful-
ness—not melancholy—which remains the
true ground work of an estimable character.

For it is not the momentary sparkling of a
volatife imagination——it is not the illusive at-
tractions of a gay exterior, set forth with all
the dazzling circumstances of outward show,
that confer true happiness, or command Jast-
ing e teem. The silent, steady march of
duty ; the constant, unbroken flow of right
and good affections; the life filled up with

passing from a state of life to a dead state.
One’ moment’s expectation of being thus
destroyed far excceds in misery the pain
during the act. Those who faint in havinga
little blood taken from the arm, er on any
other oceasion, have already endired all the
misery they ever would, did they not again
revive. Those who die of fevers, and most
other diseases, sufter the greatest pain, as a
general thing, hours, or even days before
they expire.  The sensibility of the nervous
system becomes gradually diminished ; their
pain becomes less and less acute under the
same existing cause ; and at the moment
when their friends think them in the greatest
distress, they are more at ease: than they
have been for many days previous; their
disease, as far as respects their feelings,
begins to act upon them like an opiate.
Indeed, many are already dead as it respects
themselves, when ignorant bystanders ure
much the most to be pitied, not for the loss
of their friend, but for their sympathizing
anguish. Those diseases which destroy
life withont immediately affecting the nervous
system, give rise to more pain than those
that do aflect the system so as to impair its
sensibility. The most painfnl deaths which
human beings inflict upen each other are
produced by rack and fagot. The halter is
not so cruel as either of these, but more
savage than the axe. Horror amd pain con-
sidered, it seems to us that we should choose
a narcotie to either.— Charles Knowlton 3. D.

acts of real kindness and solid usefulness;
diffusing harmony and comfort through each
social, domeslic scene ; glori{ying God alter-
nately by cheerful obedience nnd placid
resignation ; amidst the tide of flowing for-
tune, humble and benign; screne mnidst the
decay of nature ; in death itself peaceful and
happy—these are indeed just elaimas to our
affection and respect, that deserve to live in
our remembrance—proofs of sound judgment,
of substantial worth—the result of daily study
and delight in God®s holy law—of following
its dictates with conscientous care-—of trans-
cribing the best of precepts, the divinest of
examples, into the tablet of a pure mind.—
Anud is not this true happiness ? a soul which
dissolving nature, and even the hand of death
cannot unharmounize—is it not strung higher,
attuned to a loftier tene, than they who know
no other than earthly and iransitory good, can
reach, or easily imagine.

While fortune favors, and the world coun-
tinues to smile, happier than the happiest of
its votaries are the children of virtue and
plety : and when the world dissolves and
passes away, there yet remains a happiness

. to which all its splendors are but vanities —
. When the scanty rills of transitory enjoyment

are dried-up—Lo! the ever-flowing ocean of
eterpal . goodness - rolls .before them. . .When
each beloved objeet vanishes from the elos-
ing eye—when the accents of true affection
sink in silence—* when flesh and heart fail.”?
God is the strength of their hearts, and their
portion forever. -

O let not God’s word and providence—his
bounties, his judgmenis, and his compassions,
speaks to our heartsin vain. May each, and
all of us “ be followers of those, who, through
faith and patience, are inheriting the promis-
es.”>—Braoks.

DEATH NOT A PAINFUL PROCESS.”

We thimk that most persons have been
led to regard dying as a much more painful
change than it generally is; first, because
they have found by what they experienced
in themselves and experienced in vthers, that
sentient beings often struggle when in dis-
tress ; hence, struggling to them is a sign, an
invariable sign of distress. DBut we may
remark, that struggles are very far from
being invariable signs of distress ; muscular
action and consclousness are two distinet
things, often existing separately; and we
have abundant reason to believe that in a

reat proportion of cases, those struggles of a

ying man which are so distressing to be~
hold, are as entrely independent of conscious~
ness as the struggles of a recently decapitated
fowl. A second reason why men ate led to
regard dying as a very painful change, is
because men often endure great pain without
dying, and forgetting that like causes produce

- like effects only under similar cirenmstances,

they infer that life eannot be destroyed with~
-out still greater pain. But the pains of death
are much less thun most persons. have been

" led to believe, and we doubt not that many
" persons who live to the age of puberty,

undergo tenfold more misery than they would,
did they understand correct views concerning
the change. In all cases of dying, the
individual suffers no-pain after the sensibility

~of his nervous system is destroyed, which is

often without much, and sometimes without

~ any previous pain. - Thosewho are siruck
" “dead by a stroke of lightning, those who are

decapitated with ‘one blow of the axe,. and
those who aré instantly destroyed by & crush
of the brain, experience no pain at all in

Pl

AN APPEAL'TO THE YOUNG CONCERN-
ING EARLY PIETY.

Many of you are ready to postpone all
thought of religion ; and this might not be
unwise or censtrable, could you postpone at
willthe realities, the facts of religion. Bot
this is not within your power. You cannot
evade, reject, or defer them. They are the
system under which you must Jive, whether
you will or no. The being, the Providence,
the law, the government of God, are as real
to the most heedless youth as to the most ve-~
nerable Christian. I there be a God, an
eternity, the presence of that God, the sha-
dow of that eternity waits on every step of
your lives. They are the nearest and most
essential facts of your being, (not one whit
the less so because you disregard them ;) and
the interests whieh now engross you are less
than nought in comparison with them. With
these momentous facts thus bearing upon
you, you are forming your prineiples, shaping
your habits, moulding your characters ; and
this is a work which you cannot help doing-—
to live is to do it. = Aud.must nota great part
of this work be badly. done ; must not your
principles be lame, your habits fanlty, your
characters. defective, -if formed with no re-
ference to these facts ? . If there be a God,
can there be a prineiple worthy of the name,
unless it embody regard 1o his will and de-
sire for his approval?  Can theve be blame-
less habits, unless habits of devotion and of
religious obedience be ameng them? Can
there be a character,symmetrical and perfect,
which is not founded on that most essential
of all relations, in which the soul stands to
its Almighty Witness, Rewarder and Judge ?
In this view,religion, so far from belonging
chiefly to'riper years, and meriling to be post-
poued till then by those who would shudder
at the thought of utterly rejectiug it, makes
its strongest appeal to the young, and pre-
sents its claims as the very last that they
should set aside. .

"To illustrate your practical inconsistency,
in seknowledging the truths of religion, and
at the same time postponing all serious heed
to them till later years, let me present to you
the reflection ol your own characiers in u
parallel casey on which you will readily pass
judgment. Suppose, then, a youth, the child
of affectionate and faithful parents, who eon-
tracts no vicious habits, jncurs no public dis-
grace, holds a faultless reputation in every
out-of-door relation and duty, who yet vacates
his place near his father’s and mother’s heart,
has no home affections, performs no filial
offices, manifests no filial gratitude, pays no
deference to the wishes of his pareuts, treats
them as if they were on the outermost verge
of his cirele, but all the while avows his in-
tention, at some future period of less engross-
ment and more abundant leisure, to canvass
the claims of filial piely, and to atone by late
reverence and assiduity jowmrds his parents,
for his early and protracted negleet of them.
‘What better than a whited sepulchre would
this youth be deemed 7 . Who would respect
his seeming virtues?- Who would tolerate
him in the society, of which, in every other
aspect of his character, he might be the or-
nament? But in passing judgment on- him
are you giving sentence against yourselves'?
Is it.not thus that you seem in the sight of
God, of angels, of your sainted parents, 1 you
have those who sleep in Jesus, of your inno-
cent and holy kindred ‘fiow in heaven? If
there be a God, a Father, if you areé the chil-
dren of his love, the objects of his unslumber-
ing Providence, can you think without deep

self-veproach of that relation on his part to
whiclt there is nothing on yours that corres-
pouds,—of his presence without your recog-
nition, Ins love without your thanks, his care
without your trust, his counsel for your enter-
nal good without an upbreathing of your soul
to him as your Refuge and Strength for the
ages of imtorality ¢—dndrew P. Peabody.

INTERNAL EVIDENCES OF CHRIS-
TIANITY.

1 may say, wherever [ open the Christiun
volume, T find some direction, which, if pro~
perly observed, would render me a good
neighbour, a good member of society, a good
friend, and a good man. Is it then possible
for me to doubt the divine original of a sys-
tem which fumishes sach rules, and contem-
plates so glorious a project ? .

If the prohibitions of Jesus Christ were uni
versally regarded, and his laws obeyed,
what blessines would pour in on society?
There would be ue war amony the nations of
eartll, There would be no oppression. There
would be neither tyrants nor slaves Lvery
ruler would be just; every artisan would be
honest ; every parent would be faithfulto his
charge 5 every child would be dutiful; the
purest affection would recommend domestic
life ; and neighbours would be mutnal bles-
sings. Under the dominion of Christianity,

envy, pride, and jealousy would give way to
the most enlarged benevolence. Human na-
ture would recover its dignity, and every man
would reap the present reward of his own
virtaes.

¥rom these facts others may draw their
own conclusions; my inference is, that such
a system of morals cannot be the work of
human wisdom. That these laws originated
with Ged, and that Jesus Christ was com-
missioned to promulgate them, appears to e
a much more rational supposition. The more
[ inspect them, the less am I iuelined to
compliment human ingenuity with so glorious
a production. 1If, then, 1 continue to believe
thus in this age of refinement and free in-
quiry, it is because I am unable to resist the
avidence arising from the transcendent ex~
cellency of the Christian precepts. [ think
it infinitely more probable, that they should
be a communication from God, than that phi-
losophy should justly elaim the honoer of the
invention.—Rev. John Clark, 1796.

Many whe reject the claims and deny the
miracles of Jesus Christ, admit the moral ex-
cellence of his character. A greater incon-
sistency cannot be conceived ! what, is it no
offence against the laws of morality to appeal
tg works never performed, and to pretend to
the exercisc of powers which never existed ?
Are deliberate falsehood, imposition, and hy-
pocrisy ‘o 'be -erased from the ‘catalogue of
crimes? - Is impiety no stain?  To die with
an obstinate and inflexible adherence to false
pretensions, is there nothing immoral in such
behavior? T confess, I have very different
views of wright and wrong, and 1 feel strong
conviction thut falsehood and deceit, for what-
ever end they may be directed, are to the
last degree, criminal and disgraceful.

Yet this accusation must be brought against
Jesus Christ, If he did no miracles, and was
only a self-commissioned reformer. He cer-
tainly. did profess to work miracles, and he
did appeal to them as divine attestations to
his sacred character. If he insited that he
was sent of Gnd to enlighten and save man-
kind, he was careful to add, ¢ The works
which I do bear witness of me.?” I must
thereflore deny that he was that excellent per-
son which some modern unbelievers profess
to esteem him, or, T must admit the reality of
those miracles to which he sooften, and with
much solemnity, appealed. There is no other
alternative. It cannot be, that he was a
splendid pattern of pure and sublime mora~
lity, whilst his mission and svpernatural

owers were an artful pretence.—Rev. John
Clarke, Boslon, 1796. ‘

Tue Lonrp’s PravEr.—On one oceasion,
travelling in the Barbary States with a com-
panion  who possesed soine knowledge of
medicine, we had amived at u door, near
which we were abont te pitch curtents, when
a crowd of Arabs surrounded us, cursing and
swearing at the ¢ rebellers against God.”
My friend, who spoke a linle Arabie, turning
round to an elderly person, whose garb be-
spoke him a priest, said, “Who tanght you
that we are disbelievers.”” He then repeated
the Lord’s Prayer. All stood amazed and
silent, till the priest exclaimed; “ May. God
curse mie, if ever I curse againthose wholLold
such a belief! nay, more, that prayer shall
be my prayer 1ill my hour be come. [ pray
thee, O Nazarene, repeat<the prayer, that it
may be remembered and written among us
iv letters of gold.”— Hay’s Western Burbary.

When young, we trust ourselves too much,
and we ‘trust others too little when old,
Rashness is the error of youth, timid cantion
that of age, - o o

VeEsERABLE Qb Acri—Toward the close
of a discourse last Sunday on the Christian
measurement of life, and the Christian uses of
old age, in reference to the recent death of
Joseph Lovering, Esq , the Rev. Mr. Hunting-
ton, alluded to the small proportion of persons
of advanced age in his congregation.” ¢ You -
are.all aware,’” he said, in substance, ¢ that
even this small number has within the Jast
week been diminished by the departure of one
conspicuous as being the oldest of us all,

.. He had come nearerto the completion of a
century than is often seen or expected in our
modern estimates of longevity, ~Ninety years
is no ordinary period to be an inhabitant of this

carth and a subject of its probation. A little ~My.

more than twenty such lives would cover all
the centuries since Christ walked in Palestine !
The single life of our friend reached back to
the time when this city— of which he wasone
of the first board of officers—now crowded with
this dense and thronging population, and the
centre of such vast commercial relations, mari-
ume and inland,—was but a provincial town,

That life, even after its manhood, saw this
population expand, from less than three thous-
and persons, which was all it numbered during
the Revolutionary war—to more than a hun-
dred and twenty thousand—I find that at the
census taken near to the time of his birth,
(1752,) Boston contained but two thousand se-
ven hundred and eighty-nine polled persons.

By the census of 1845, the entire number of
inhabitanis was one hundred and fourteen thou-
sand three bundred and sixty-six. What
mighty and multiplied changes have been
gathered within the limits of this one mortal
pilgrimage ! * '

Let the striking spectacle of so prolonged a
careery while it awakens our gratitude for its
usefulness and its Industrious labors, impress on
our minds more deeply th: true end for which
life is both given and preserved. And while
we see the supplication of the text—¢ Cast me
not off in the time of old age, forsake me not
when my strength faileth>-——answered and ful-
filled upon the fathers, we will trust that it
shall be answered upon the children and the
children’s children.”—Boston Transcript.

In the Austrian Empire, one man vut of
seventy-eight is a soldier ; in the Kingdom of
Great Britain and its dependencies, one to
425; in the United States, one in 2,947.—
Boston Rec.

Facts aBout Prisoners.—Charles Spear,
one of the Secretaries of the Prisener’s Friend
Society, says that the number of prisoners
now confited in the United States, is about
30,000, of whom about 5,000 are.in State
Prisons. The numnber discharged yearly from
the prizons averages about 20,000, of whom
some. 2,000 are conviets. discharged from
State Prisons, - There are’ 12,000 women ' in
prison. In 'most of the States women may be
sent to Siale Prison ; but in Massachusetts
they can only be sent to jails and houses of
correction. A large. number of the prisoners
are young, and some of themn quite small
boys. The State of Massachusetts employs
an agent to look after discharged prisoners,
and authorizes him {0 expend a certain
amount of money in each case to aid theman
in obtaining employment.

Tne Mourser.—-1 saw a pale moumer
bending over a tomb, and his tears fell fast
and often. As he raised his weeping eyes
to heaven, he cried: <My brother ! O%I, my
brother 1*

A sage passed that way and said, “ For
whom dost thou mourn 7%

“One, replied he, “ whom I did not suf-
ficiently love «whilst living, but whose ines=
timable worth I now feel.”?

¢ What wouldst thou do if he were restor-
ed to thee 2

The mourner replied, ‘““that he would
never offeud him by an unkind word, but
would take every occasion to show his friend-
ship, if he could come back to his fond em-
brance.” : -

“ Then waste no time in nseless grief,”’
said the sage, ““but if thou hast friends go
and cherish the living, remembering that
they will soon be dead also.”

Monat Evirn.—I remember once being in
company with the excellent Mr. Newton,
when a forward young. man asked him,—
“ Pray, sir, what do youthink ofthe entrance
of moral evil ¥’ ¢ Sir, I never think about
it,” said he, “I know nothing abont it. I
know there ity such a thing as roral evil/y
and I know ihere is a remedy for it; and -
there, sir, all my knowledge begins, ‘and all
my knowledge ends.”’—~Poynder’s Literary
Eztracts. ‘

Bounsess.~This is well to be weighed,
that boldness is ever blind, -for - it ‘seath not -
danger and inconvenience ; therafore it is ill .
i connsels, but good .in execution ; for in
counsels it is good to see dangers, and inexe-.

:1great.—Lord Bacon.

cution not to see them, except, they - be very
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THE LORD'S DAY.

e

Among the tracts published by the Ame-
rican Unitarian Association is one on the sub-
jeet of the Lord’s Duy—the Christian Sabbath.
It is written by the Rev. Mr. Huntington of

" Boston, and has interested us very much from
the unfeigned respect which he accords to
thisancient and venerable institution. In times
like the present, when the overflowing zeal of
a certain class of reformers, in whom the ele~
ment of destructiveness predominates over
that of constructiveness, seeks véut by assail-
ing the Christian Subbath, and calling its
beneficial tendency in question, it is with
peculiar pleasure that we receive a tract like
the one before us, so reasonable in its argu-
mentation, and so reverent in its tone. The
selting apart of one day in seveu as a day of
rest from worldly labor, and a season more
specially devoted to religion, has been an
arrangement of Providence from the very
earliest times. It exisled priorto the Mosaic
dispensation, and was designed to survive it.
The fourth commandment of the decalogue
is declaratory, not enactive. It says ¢ re-
member the sabbath day,” &e. Aud when
the system of Judaism passed away, and the
more comprehensive scheme of the Gospel
took its place, the adherents of the new dis-
pensation still set apart one day in seven as
a sacred season—as a seasou more especially
devoted to worship and praise. They conti-
nued to meet, however, on that day of the
week on which our Lord had risen from the

- dead. Hence it was called the % Lord’s
Day.”?

The snitableness and necessity of such an
institution sheuld be evident to all, we think,
who reflect properly on the nature of man
and the circumstances it which he is now
placed. Buton this topic we have not lei-
sure to enlarge at present. We wish, how-

ever,; “to submit ‘the following “paragraphs,
which form the conclusionof- Mr. Hunting-
ton’s tract, to the thoughtful perusal of our
readers. We have great faith in the good influ-
ences of a well spent Christian Sabbath, and
when we see its proper exercises neglected
by men and women upon any and every fri-
volous pretext, we are deeply pained, because
we observe In such negligence forcible proof
of religious deficfency +—

“In coneluding, let us briefly indicate, in n
practical form, two ways in which the Sabbath
may be kept, by placing before us two individual
examples, leaving it to be decided which has
the more respectability and dignity,—which is
Christian and right,—which we wonld desire and
strive to imitate.

#(Ofthe two men we lhave in mind, one re-
gards the Lord’s day as simply an interruption
of his weekly business. His only resolution is
to get as much indolent repose or sensual

ratification out of it as he can make it yield.

e follows his wordly plans to the last mowment
of a Inte Saturday evening, without any prepam-
tion or thought for the sacred duties ol the
morrow. He lengthens his sleep far into the
Sabbath, and rises stupid, and perhups irritable,
—too late, it may be, for attendance on public
worship,—or if he goes there at all, out ol some
formal or superficial notive, he goes hurriedly
and confusedly, or tardily, without a ready mind,
laying down as it may be a newspaper or a

" work ot fiction as he starts, instead of a Bible,—
and discussing on the way and in the porch the
business or the fashions of the week, the last
steamer'’s mercantile news, or the last record in
chancery. With a sluggish or wandering atten-
tion; he sits out the services, feeling no glow of
love kindled for God or man, On leaving the
church he resumes the projects or the gossip of
the week. The next principal occusion is his
dinner. The hour’s interval he saunters away
by a needless visit to the post-office. After u
somewhat surfeiting repast, the remainder of the
holy day is.given either to sleeping or riding,
and the evening to the profitless socicty of some
kindred spirits, as”thoughtless and as earthly-
minded as himself. Thus closes that misspent,
squandered day. Thus has the deluded man
cheated his own soul, dishonored his bumauuity,
wronged his fellow.creatures, and affronted lis
“God. . ‘ :
“Curn to the other. He grects the coming of
the Sabbath with engerness. He looks gladly
for it, as.'a relense from cares and anxieties,
*which; if they. were never broken, wonld narrow
and - belittle -his ‘nature.  Early “on " Saturday
evening he withdraws himself from his toil into
his.- own - bome, " He gathiers his household
togother, and speaks to them of the goodness of

the Father in the preservations of the we
if there are children to be nide
studies: of the Sunday School, he encourares
. - . . =
them in their preparation. With promptness
uad a elear head be meets the Sabbnth mornime
and 11 a regular and undisturbed house engnires
in some reading or reflection congenial 10 the
objects of the day bLefore him. When be coes
to the sanctuary, it is only to countinue the tone
of feeling hie ias already called up, to gain fresh
impulses to his resolves, his faith, and "his hope,
to quicken lis feelings of fellowship for mankind,
und to offer brie('and cordiul salutations to such
a3 he meets by the way. Direetly to the house
of God, and directly from it, morning and after—
noon, bis path leads him into no temnptations 1o
frivolity or worldness; and is family keep him
company. ‘Tlie hours not devoted to waorship
are passed in that best and dearest of all spotsto
liim, his Christian home, in agreeable and casy
and familiar 1alk on engaging and improving
topies, in devising pluns to interests variously
the younger members of thie housebold, in
telling them of the great and good movements
that are going on in the world for ilie benefit of
mnnkind, of the great aud good men and women
that have lived, and in explaining the infinite
beauties and wonders of the Almighty’s works
and word. If he goes abroad, it is to coutinve
to the more advantage these trains of instruction
and quiet enjoyment under God’s open sky, or
else to carry some [riendly meszage of cousel or
teaching, or some gift of charity, to the poor,
and the iguorant, and the depraved of his neigh-
bourhood. Hasgnot this man hud his daily bread,
in that peace and refreshment which descend
from heaven? On such a Sabbath will not the
God of Subbaths look down with love, and leave
lis blessing on that habitation ?

AMERICAN SLAVERY-

At the Jast annual meeting of the Congre-
gational Minisiers of Massachusetts, the fol-

f ¢k, and
d for thie religious

lowing resolution concerning slavery was
adopted.  Tuis convention is composed of
both Trinjtarians and Unitarians. The reso-
lution was proposed by the Rev. Dr. Lowell
of the West Chureh in Boston, the oldest
clergyman in the city, we believe, and ,cer-
tainly one of the most highly esteemed. Dr.
L. is a believer in the strict unity of God, but
discluims the name of Unitarian, and every
other name that seemns to wear a sectarian
aspect. He recognises no denominational
title. He will be called by the Master’s
name ouly. Of the other eight gentlemen on
the committee, four belong to the Unitarian,
and four to the Trinitarian denomination :—

% Whereas this Convention is deeply “impres-
sed with the sinfulness and injustice_of  holding
a fellow-being in slavery, and is convinced Ly
all. experience; that the relation of master and
slave is as destructive of the moral nature of the
one, as it is of the Juman nature of the other:
and whereas recent events have demonstrated,
that the non slaveholding States are inextricably
involved in some ol the great public and privaie
wrongs inherent to the system; and whereas,

while it is at all times inciumbent upon us, as
men, 10 be fithiul 1o the duties of @ common

lwumanity, as ministers of Him who enme to |

unloose the heavy bhurthiens, and bind up the
broken in heart—it is especially our duty to “re-
member those who are in honds as bound with
them y——therefore Resolved, that a Commitice
of nine be appointed to prepare a Report, to be
presented at the next annual meeting of the Con-
vention, containing a briefhistory of the rise and
progress of slavery in our country, a view of the
responsibility of the free States in regurd to it,
and a calm and temperate, but solemn and ear-
nest appeal to the community on this momen-
tous sabject.”
‘The committe appointed were—

Dr. Lowell, of Boston

Dr. Hitehieock, of Randolpl;
Dr. Storrs, of Braintree;

Dr. Waorcester, of Salem ;
Me. Thompson, of Salem ;
Mr. Hill, of Worcester;

Mr, Briggs, of Plymouth;
Mr. Ciisids, of Lowell;

Mr. Lothrop, of Boston,

PROGRESS OF UNITARIAN OPINIONS
IN ENGLAND.

The subjoined paragvaph, indicating the
progress of Unitarian doctrines in England, is
taken from a letter from Joseph Barker which
lately appeared in the London Inquirer :—

“Dear Sin,—I saw in your paper, some time
ngo, some letters from friends discussing the
guestion, What is the reason that Unitarian doc-
trines do not make their way in Lngland? Would
youallow me to ask your correspondents whether
it be indeed a fact that Unitarian doetrines are
not making their way in England? Inthe circle
in which I'move, they are making their way, and
have been making their way for. years past.
have not the least doubt that amongst .the peo-
ple whom [ have had an opportunity of address-
ing, and amongst whom my publications have
been circulated, noc less than from thirty to forty
thousand people have embraced Unitarian doc—
trines within the last five years, ~ Ifin any circles
of society Unitarian doctrines are not making
their way, the rensormn must be, in my jndgment,

n want of effort on the part of those who holp
Unitwrian sentiments. It those who hold Unita-
rian sentiments would use their influence as thoy
ought in multiplying and circulating plain, popu-
lur, and trathiul publications, they would see
their sentiments prevailing in every class of
society, und in every part ol the world.
“ Yours respectfully,

“ Josevn Barker.
* Wortley, near Leeds, March 13, 18487

—————
ToroNto Unirarray CoxGreEGaTION —We
understand that Mr. Hassul! is al present
preaching for the Unitarian Congregation of
Toronto, and will remain there during the
vication of the Meadville Theological Schiool.
- :

PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIRST CONGRE-
GATIONAL SOCIETY OF BURLING-
TON, ON THE OCCASION OF THE
DEATH OF REV. 0. W, B. PEABODY.

At a special meeting of the Pirst Congrega-
tional Society, called to take measures in ro-
ference to the death of their Pastor, the Rev,
Oliver W. B. Peabody, held at their dleeting
Liouse on the 6th day of July, 1848, at eight
o'cluek, A. 3., flon. Alvau JMoote was called
to the chair, and John N. Pomeroy, Bsq., was
appointed Clerk pro tempore.  Mr. Pomeroy,
at his request, was excused from serving as
Clerk, and Bdward A. Stansbury was appoint-
ed Clerk pro tem.

O motion of N. B. 1laswell, Bsq.

Vaoted, That a commiuze of five be raised as
a general commiltee of arrangements, to take
measutes for the faneral obsequies of our
deceased Pastor, and that the =ame committee
be also charged with the duty of prepaning a
suitable expression of feeling on the part of this
Society, in view of the afllictive eveut which
calls us together.

I'he Chair appointed as such committee
Messrs. N. B. Haswell, John Peck, John N.
Pomeroy, Edward C. Loomis, and BEdward A.
Stansbury.

The meeting then adjourned to 2 o'clock of
the same day, to hear the report of the com-
mittee,

2 o’clock, P, M.—The meeting again con-
vened ; and Mr. llaswell, from the Comnmittee
of Arrangements, reported the order which
had been adopted for the funeral, with a re-
commendation that the Meeting House be hung
with black.on that occasion ; that the Sunday
Sehool Children attend in a body, and that the
Clergymen of the village be invited to be pre-
sent. Which report wus unanimously adopted.

Mr. Stansbury, from the same Committee,
reported the following expression on the part
‘of the: Society, -which was read and adopted
unanimously :

‘T'he sudden death of our beloved Pastor, the
Rev. Oiiver W. B. P’eabody, has filled ns with
the deepest grief. T'o all who kuew him the
simple anncuncement will disclose the full ex-~
tent of our loss; but to others, how faintly
does it express the bitter and unexpected be-
reavement which plunges so many hearts into
tmourning.

Although the pale face and [eeble step of
hitn whose loss we deplore, had long since ad-
mouished us that the blessing of his ministry
was not long 1o be vouchsufed to us, yet we
had indulged the hope that a cessation {rom
labor and change of scene, might yet prolong,
for u few months at least, a lite rendered pre-
cious in our eyes by the duily practice of every
virtune which ean adorne the private or min-
isteriul charuacter.

But while we hoped thus, it was ordained in
the counsels ot Heaven, that he whose life
displayed so worthily the loveliness of the
Christian character, should be spared the
weariness ol a longer journey to the tomb, and
be at once removed to those happy realms
where the * wicked cease from trounling, and
the weary are at rest,”

With those who mourn our friend, as not
merely friend but relative, we claim to mingle
our tears. Lo her who has returned in recent
widowhood fromn distant climes, to see nought
but the pale ashes of that only brother who
was so endeared to her heart, we can offer only
the consuvlations which flow from a reflection
on the spotless excellence of his charaéter, and
the love which it inspired, manifested as that
love is by the spontaneous grief of a whole
community who have been daily witnesses of
his walk and conversation.

Let us meditate upon the rare virtues which
form our chief impressions of our departed
friend. Let the self-devotion with which he
elung to all his duties amid the depression of
excecding weakness, admonish us against per-
mitting slight difliculties to discourage us in
the jath ol duty, Let the mingled firmness,
meekness and charity with which he held and
axpressed his own opinions, teach us to emu-
Jate thut spirit uiid temper of mind which shone
so . conspicuously in him. Let the unwearied
Inbors of this feeble but resolute Christian, in
behalf of the poor und afllicted, teach us tu re-
member with the tenderness which he so beau-
tifully manifested, the untold woes and sorrows
of those to whotn the boon of life comes fruught

with few blessinga.

' . )

Let the unruffied gentlencss and serenity
which will ever be associated with our memo-
ries of him, inspire in us a warm desire to re-
gulate our conduct by the same rules which
produced in him such blessed fruits.

It only remains for us now to commit his
body to the dust, amid the scenes which he
loved so well, and nigh to that temple where
his voice has so often been raised in declaring
his Muster’s will, in admonishing his peoplé’,
and in striving to lead them in the path where
he found such abudant joy and consolation.

Ou motion of John N. Pomeroy, Esq.,,

Voted, That the praceedings of the Society
relative to the decease of their Pastor, be sign-
ed by the Chrairman and Clerk, and published
in the village papers, and in the Christian Re-
gister.

Avrvax Foore, Chairmun.
ipw. A. Sranssury, Clerk pro lem.

Foreigy Ap o ‘rue Roman CaTmorre
Cuuncu v Amertca.—The association (in
Europe) for the propagation of the faith, have
granted to the missions in America, this year:
$5,000 to the Bishop of Dubuque ; £6,000 to
the Bishop of Detroit ; §4,000 to the Bishop of
Cincinnati ; $3,000 to the Bishop of Philadel-
phia ; $3,000 to Richmond ; $4,000 to Rishop
Hughes, New York ; $1,000 to Priest of Mer-
cy, New York; $2.000 to Haitford ; $3,000
to Nashville ; $3,000 to Louisville ; $8,000 to
Bishop of Vincennes, and $3,000 to Congrega-
tion of Holy Cross, same diocese ; £6,000 to
St. Louis; £2,500 to Milwaukie; $3,500 to
RBishop of Little Rock ; $7,500 to Bishop Quar-
ter, at Chicago ; $3,500 to Natchez; $4,750
to New Orleans; §7,500 to Mobile ; 38,000
fo Charleston; £6,000 to Lazarisls in the
United States ; 32,150 to Society ot Jews, Mo.;
9,000 to Society of Jesus in Rocky Moun-=
lains ; 760 to Dominiciansin do; $10,000 to
Dr. Odin, Vicar Apostolic, Texas; $3,000 to
Joint Missions in America ; $26,000 fo West
Indian and South American Missions ; §11,000
to the Archbishop of Oregon city ; %4,000 to
Vicar Apostolic, Hudson®s Bay’; $26,000 to
British American Missions ; $11,500 to Oblats,
Canada and Hudson’s Bay ; $6,000 io Jesuits
in Canada. These grants, with the donations
of the people, will uphold a very large number
of missionaries of the Church of Rome on this
continent.— Episcopal Recorder.

Ix¢reDuLiTY.—Of all the weaknesses
which little men rail against, there isnone
that they are more apt to ridicule than the
tendency to believe ; and of all the signs of
a corrupt heart and a feeble head, the ten-
dency “of “ineredulity is* the worst,” Real

philosophy seeks - rather 1o solve than. :to
deny. ‘ L

. Sornow.~—Sorrow ought tv be the domes—
ticated guests of our souls, as much as joy and
pleasure ; it also is sent down upon us from
above ; and He who counts all tears, who
tries our hearts,~—He knows well what wealk,
mortals are fitted to endure.—Trick.

-Sir Matthew Hale says :—¢ Be careful not
to interrupt another when he is speaking, hear
him out and you will understand him li')etler,

and will be able to give him the better
answer,” ’ :

Until you understand an author’s ignorance,
presume yourself ignorant of his understand-
ing.—8. I, Coleridge.
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THE BIBLE CHRISTIAK,

"BY .OHARLES MACKAY.

—_—

ETERNAL JUSTICE. .-

“The man is thought & knave or tool,

‘Or bigot, plotting crime,

‘Who for the advancement of his kind,

 Is wiser than his time.

For him the hemlock shall distil
For bim the axe be bared ;

For him the gibbet shall be built ;
"For him 'the stake prepared ;

Him shall the.scorn and laugh of inen

Pursue with-deadly aim ;

And malice, envy, spite, and lies,
. Shall-desecrate his name.

‘But truth shall conquer at the last,
~For round:and round we run,

And everthe right comes uppermost,

And ever is justice done,

Pesce to thy soul, old Sacrates,
Cheerily.to and fro,
“Trust.to the impulse of thy soul
: And lat the poison flow,

They may shatter to earth the lamp of clay

.. That liolds a light divine,
But they eannot quench the fire of
. By 'any such deadly wine; -
Theycannot blot thy spoken word
-From the memory of man,
By all ihe poison ever was brewed
, Sirice time its course began.

thobght
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"To-day abhorred ; to-morrow adored,

So round and round we run,

And ever the truth comes uppermost,

And ever is justice done.

Plod in thy, céve;vg}ey Anchorite ;
- Be'wiser than thy peers ;

Augment the range of human power,

" And trust to coming yeara.

They call thee wizard, and monk accursed,

And load thee with dispraise

Thou wert born five hundred years too soon

For the comfort of thy days ;
But not too soon, for human kind;
"Time hath reward in store ;
And the déemohs of our sires becon
Thie snints that we adore. . -
“The blind can see, the slave is lord
So round and round we run ;

1€
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And aver the wrong is proved to be wrong,

‘And ever is justice done. ‘
anli'léO, to thy t_ll‘Ol’]gllt,‘
‘And nerve thy soul to bear ;

|LETTERS - FROM .THE HON. JOIN Q.

- ADAMS TO IS SON, ON TIIE BIBLE
AND ITS TEACHINGS. - -
" LETTER VI

- 1)

I promised you, in my last letter, to state
the particulars in which I deemed the Chris-
tian dispensation to be an improvement or per~
fection of the law delivered ai Sinai, con-
sidered as including a system of morality ; but
:before I come to this point, it is proper to re-
:mark upon-the character of the books of the
Old Testament, subséquent to those of Moses.
Some are historical, some prophetical, and
some poetical ; and two may be considered as’
peculiarly of the moral ¢luss—one being an
affecting dissertation upon the vanity of human
life,aind.another a collection of moral sentences
under the name of Proverbs. I have ulready
observed that the great immovable and eternal
foundation of the superiority of Scripture
morils to all other morality, was the idea of
God, disclosed in them and only in them ; the
unity of God, His omnipotence, ilis righteous-
ness, His mercy, and the infinity of His at-
tributes, are marked in every line of the Old
Testament in characters which nothing less
than blindness can fail to discern, and nothing
less than fraud can misrepresent,

This conception of God serving as a -basis
for the piety of His worshippers was of course
incomparably more rational and more profound
than i was possible that sentiment could be
which adored devils for deities, or even that ol
philesophers like Soerates, Plato and Cicero,
who, with purer and more exalted ideus of the
Divine nature than the rabble of the poets,
still considered the existence of any God at all
as 4 question upon which they could form no
decided opinion. You have seen that even
Cicero believed the only solid foundation of all
human virtue to be piety ; and it was impos~
sible that a piety so far transcending that of
all other nations should not contain in its con-
sequences a system of moral virtue equally
transcendent. The first of the ten command-
ments was, that the Jewish people should
never admit the idea of any other God. 'The
object of the second, third and fourth, was
merely (o impress with greater force the obli-
gation of the first and to obviate the tendencies
and temptutions which might arise to its being
neglected or disregarded.—Thronghout the
whole law the same injunctions are continually
renewed ; all the rites and ceremonies were
adapted to root deeperinto the hearts and souls
of the chosen people that the Lord Jehovah
was to be forever the sole and exclusive object
of love. * Reverence and adoration, unbounded
as His own nature, was the principle ; the very
letter of the law, and the whole Bible, is but a
commentary upon it, aud corollary from it.

‘the law ‘'was given'not merely in the form

f of & commandment from’ God, bt in’that of a

The} may gloat o’er the senseless words they

wring ~ - :
" From the pangs of thy despair ;

They may veil their eyes, but they cannot hide

_Thee sun’s meridian‘glow ;
And the heel of a priest may tread
And a.tyrant work thee woe ;

thee down,

But never a truth has been destroyed ; -
- Théy may curse it and call it erime ;
Pervert and betray; or slanderand slay

Its-teachers for a time. .

But the snnshine aye shall light the sky,

. ‘As round-and round we run ;
And truth shall eyer come upperm
- Andjustico shall be done. .

ost,

- And live there now such men as these—

‘Withi thonghts like the great of ¢ld ?

. Many.have died in their misery,
+And deft their thought untold ; -

* Aud-miny live, and are ranked as mad,
*And are placed in the cold world’s ban,
‘For-sénding ‘their bright far-seeing soulg

Fotlom, forlors, bearini the scorn
Of the meanest of, mankind, : .

« Biityet'the;world goes’round and
*+ “+"And'the genial seasons run, ::

S I T T
And'ever'is‘justice’done.
g 33 e cone.

;

round,

ever the'tfuth ¢omes uppermost,

Men are to- be es

till it is'tin'; “andia block of silver

SRt

gréat ends! “Bald¥ mientarezmade

. means to erect a-building;and the
- down and destroyed,—Cecil.

timated, as

olifiion 4dys, by the mass. of, character. - A
‘block’ of {in Tay-haveia:grain of silver, but

-may, have

< arr alloy ‘of tin, but.still it issilver.: The maag

. of Elijah’s character was excellence ; yet-he
*‘wag 6k 'withofit-“thes alloy.;; The mass of
- -Jeh’s sohigractér v was- base jyet he:had.a
.. portionof zedliwhich wasdirected;by God. to,

‘the 'same

. = uge' of. 2@ Yecaffolds they , are employed. as

nare taken

covenant ‘or compact between the -Supreme
Creator and the Jewish people; it was sanc-
tioned by the blessing and the curse pronounced
on Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal, in the
presence of the whole Jewish people and stran-
gers, and by the solemn acceptance of the
whale people responding amen to every one of
the curses denounced for violation on their
part of t52 covenant.—From that day until the
birth of Christ (a period of about 1,500 years)
the historical books of the Old Testament are
no more than a simple record of the {ulfilment
of the covenant, in all its blessings and curses,
exaclly adapted to the fulillment or transgres-
sion of its duties by the people. The nation
was first governed by Jushua, under the ex-
press appointment of God ; then by a succes-
sion of judges, and alterward by a double line
of kings, until conquered and carried into cap-
tivity by the kings of Assyria and Babylon;
sevenly years ufterward restored to - their
country, their temple and their laws; and
again conquered by the Romans, and ruled by
their tributary kings and pro-consols. Yel,
through all’ their 'vicissitudes of fortune, they
never eomplicd with the duties to which - they
had bound themselves by the covenant with-
out being loaded with the blessing promised on
Mout Gerizim, and never departed from them
without being afflicted with sume of the curses
denounced upon Mount Ebal. ’ .
"T'he prophetical books. are themselveg his-

no more than history related before the event ;
but'the Jewish’ propliets (of whom'there was
a succession almost constant from the time of
Joshua to that 'of Christ) -were messengers,
‘specially ‘commissioned of God, to warn: the
people of their duty, to foretell the punishments
which awaited their transgressions, and finally
to keep alive by unintermitted prediclion-the
expectation of the Messiah, “the seed of Abra~
ham, in- whiom . all the families of the: ecarth
should. be blessed.” With' this conception of
the Divine nature, so infinitely surpassing that
of any other. nation—with this system of moral
virtue, 'so  indissolubly* blending, as by ‘the
eternal constitution of things must be blended,
piely—with -this" uninterrupted series of signs
and wonders, prophets and’ seers; miraculous
interpositions of the bmnigotent Creator to pre-
serve and vindicaie'the truth,.it is laméntable,

but to those who know-the naturé of man,it:is

torical—for prophecy, in the strictest sense, is,

not surprising to find the Jewish history litile
else than a narrative of idolatries and corrup~
tion of the Israelites and their monarchs ; that
the very people who- had heard the voice God
from Mount Sinai, within foity days' compel
Aaron to make a golden calf, and worship that
as the “ God who brought them out of the land
of Bgypt;” that the very Solomon, the wisest
of mankind, to whomm Guod had twice revealed
himself in visions—the sublime dedicator of the
temple, the witness, in the presence of the
whole people, of the fire from lHeaven which
consumed he offerings from the altar, and of
the glory of the Lord that filled the liouse—
that he, in his old age, begailed by fair idola-
tresses, should have fallen from the worship of
the ever~blessed Jehovah to that of Ashtaroth
and Milcom, &c., the abomination of all the
petty tribes of Judea—that of Baal, and Dagun,
&e. ; that the sun, moon and planets, and all
the hosts of Heaven—the mountains and plains,
every high place, and every grove should have
swarmed with idols, to corrupt the hearts anil
debase the minds of ‘a people so highly favored
of Heaven—the elect of the Almighty, may be
wnong the mysteries of Divine providence,
which it is not given to morality to explain,
but as inadmissuble only to those who preaume
to demand why it has pleased the Supreme
Arbiter of events to create such a being as
man.

Observe, however, that amid the atrocious
crimes which that nation so often polluted
themselves with—thirough all their servitudes,
dismemberments, ‘captivities and trunsmigra-
tions—the Divine light which had been im-
parted exelusively to them was never extin-
guished ; the law delivered from Sinai was
preserved in all its purity ; the histories which
attested its violations, and its accomplishments
were recorded and never losr.  ‘The writngs
of the prophets, of David and Snlomon, were
all inspired with the same idea of the Godhead,
and the same intertwinement of religion and
morality, and the same. anticipations of the
Divine * Immanuel, the God with us ;" these
survived all the changes of government and of
constitutions- which befel the people:  *ihe
pitlar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by
night ;" —the law and the prophets, eternal in
their nature—went before them unsullied and
unimpaired through all the ruins of rebellion
and revolution, of conquest and dispersion, of
war, pestilence and tamine. The Assyrian,
Babylonian and Egyptian empires, ‘['yre and
Sidon, Carthage snd all the other nations of
antiquity, rose and fell in their religious insti-
tutions at the same time as in their law and
government ; it was the practice of the Romans
when they besieged a city to invoke its gods
to come over to them ; they considered the gods
as Sumimer friends, ready to desert their.vota-~
tizs in the liour  of caliumity, or as_ iraitors,
ready to sell themselves fora bribe ; they had
no higher estimate ; of _tlieir, own _than’ of the
stranger deities; whomw, as Gibbon 51id—-% they.
were alwaya ready to admit to the freedom of
the city.” .

All the gods of the heathen have perished
with' their mnakers; for where on the face of
the globe conld now be found the being who
helieved in any one of them? So much more
deep and &trong was the hold which the God
of Abrabam, lsuac and Jacob, ook upon the
imaginations and reason of mankind, that I
might almost invert the question, and say,
where is the humip being tound believing in
any God at-all aind not believing in Him. The
moral character of the Old Testument, then, is,
that piety 1o Goll is the foundation of all virtue,

and that virtae'is inseparable from it ; bat that

piety without the practice of virtue is itselfa
crime and the aggravation of dil jniqnity.  All
the virtues- which are here recognized by the
heathen are incnlcated not only witli more nu-=
thority but with more energy of argument und
more eloquent periuasion in the Bible than in
all the writings of the aucient moralists.

In one of the apocryphal books, (Wisdom of
Solomon;) the Cardinal virtnes are expressly
named : . “ If any man love righteousness, lier
labors are virtue, for she tencheth temperance
and prudence and justice and fortitude ;” which
are such things as'men can have nothing more
profitable in  this life.
whether considered as-history or.as an allego-

rical parable, ‘was written to teach the lessons'

of patience in ‘dfilictions, of resignation under

Divine chastisement, of undoubted confiderice,

in the jiistice and goodness of Gud undef every
temptation or provocaiion to depart from: i,

"I'ie-morulity of the apoeryphal books is géne~

rally the ‘same’ as that of the inspiredwriters,
except that in some of them there is morc stress
laid upon the  midor objects of the’ law, and
merely formal orditiances of police, :and:less
continual recurrenice ‘to “the weightier ‘mat-
ters.¥ ' LT o
«:'I'he. book, of licclesiasticus, however, con~
tains: more wisdom tha

seven Grecian sages, . It was upon this :foun-

«dation that the more perfeet'system of Cliristian

‘Imorality wiis'to be:raisedi—Bit I must defer

the  considération ‘1o my ‘next:letter. ' In" the-

ntine, ug T have trgéd that the Seriptaral

m
tue, and that it is, totally Jdifferen
idea of God conceived by, any

idea ot "God is the foundation of all' perfect vir~
ni - froin the

ferent - from «th
y ancienl nation,’l

sshould recommend. it; t0,you; in purswing;”the |

The book of Job,

v all the sayings of the’

Scriptures hereafter to mediate often upon the
expressions by which they mark the character
of the Deity, and to reflect upon the duties to

Eim and to your fellow-mortals which follow

by inevitable deductions (roin them. - That you
may have an exact idea of the opinions of an-
cient heathen philosophers concerning God, or

ruther the gods, study Cicero’s dialogues and -

read the Abbé Olivet’s remarks on the thcology
of the Grecian philosophers, anncxed to his
transiations, ’ .
. From your affectionate father,
Jonn QuiNcY ADAMS.

DUTY OF CHRISTIANS TO MAINTAIN
LIBERTY AND ORDER.

(From a sermon recently preached by Rev. M. Coque- .
rel in the Temple of St. Marie))

“ Your first debt towards your country is to
labor for the altiance of liberty und order.—
Liberty, at the present day, will defend herself,
do not doubt it; she has strength, puablic senti-
ment, numbers ; the torrent is with her, it is
order which needs to be defended, and in fact
in defending her you will aid the cause of liber~
ty, because without public order, liberty is only
a snare, a falsehood, which soon ceases to de-
ceive any one, : '

* All disorder is tyranny ; any disorder takes
something trom the independence of every citi-
zen; any disorder puts obstacles in my way,
and it is exercising lyranny over me to put an
unlawful obstacle ‘across my path, Disorder,
under whntever pretext it may be committed,
whatever passion give rise to it, whatever va-
rying changes of temptation it displays in turn,
is.only another name for aaurchy, it is only an-
archy us its source, wailing to grow large, and
the most ancient, the most terrible lesson of
history, in every country and in every' age, is
that anarchy becomes the worst of despotism ;
it is a despotizm which has nothing in its favor,
unothing ; peither that heavy and monotonous
peace which absolute power can at least main-
tain, nor that material prosperity which pre-
veuts u nation from waking up, nor that daz-
zling glory of war which olten causes so many
tears that we forget to weep for absent liberty,
And while it kills liberty, social disorder ki:ls
labor ; the uteusils which serve as arma for
disorder are injured too deeply and too sud-
denly to be used again for the nris of industry.
fn the tumult, nothing is done, laborers have
no heart to work, distracted as they are by
other sounds beside ‘those'of the ‘workshap';
some do nothing, because they are engaged in
the tumult, others because they are looking on
to watch it ; distrust intercepls and stops or—
dar, the unfruitfal, activity. of disorder caises
hunger and thirst to increase, und tlhie’ daily
bread being cat off, poverty arrives with long
strides, introduces itsell everywhere; goes from
housg to; house, dcscends,\f;pm,.vstqry? to story,
and society’is dissolved ‘in" the immesse dis-
order, as an edifice from which the cement is
withdrawn, crumbles to the ground, A

¢ Christinns, be all.of you the defenders of
order, each one in the place where God has
marked out for him, each in the circle where
his influence prevails, each by the means ut
nis disposul. With a sénse ol this great daly,
rally around the existing Jovernment; accord-
ing to the precept of the gospel. % The powera
that be, ure ordained of God.” Give force to
authority, inculcate respect for the laws, tiareh
in the tanks of the citizen gaard, piy without
delay the amount of your .taxes, and.in every
thing act as vigilant and courageous guardians
of public order, TFathers of families; heads of
manufactories, masters and workmen,' do not
doubt it, this is your duty as citizzns and as
Christians, your duty towaris society and your
country, ..your duty "to . yourselves, .to" your
wives, your children, fo God.” 'Lét. 1,60 one be
drawn away, let no‘ohe .deésert bis | post, and
seek 'in the past . motives. for betraying, the
present. . tHave you regrets, they. must.be re~
strained ; anxieties, they 'must be concealed ;
ambilion, you mast put it off. *You ‘have-time

begin by working for whatis'mach mure press-

to'be ambitions, put'it off il ‘to-myrrow; and

ing.  This is cértiinly not the gratification ol -

your personal ambition ; it is the Pab]
‘T'he voiee. of your, claims 4vill be ! b

when : other sounds: are, silenced, and order,
which s your. first duty; is uiso, ;your, first. in—
terest. -'['here is, you see, no: pretext.remain -
‘ing which can justify. you itviyour flyinr’.from
the d2fence of public peace: ;
when they see the ligur is conie';: citizens can

never abdicate, because the: conntry“is always. -

QObey then 'your master who _commands’

here, )
us;to ¢ Render to Ceesur the thing:
Cesur’s; and to .God” the, things ,
Goil’s ;' and sincé, Cmsar, ig il the prese; 3
the s whole - nation, in _serving., that ;you.awill

serve’yourselves,'and you: will “seek the-peace

'

THE

mneuns petmit, with all'ils evidences, nat only
elevates the -thoughts . and: harmonizés the

mind; but'is a’sort -of homage iwe; owe,to 1lie"
gifts'of God “and’ the:labors * of .miin.: The -

Deaiitiful* is the * priest-of the'benevolent.—
Budwery | 5 U i ey

blic'feace.
-betler _'l_geard :

~Kings 'abdicate

‘which are" .
which:are.;
day -

ol the ¢ity -where God has-established; you.” g

E BeavTiruLn.—Tolove thé beautiful in
all things; 10 surround ourselves, us far asour -




