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NOTES AND COMMENTS.

The various Young Pcople’s Sucieties in Toronto are taking
steps to form an mterdenominational organization with the
object of 1aking an effective part in the
furthcoming municipal clection, and
any municipal or public question that
may arise, having a bearing on the moral and religious well-
being of the community. An organization on somewhat
similar lines sprang up in connectian with the Sunday Car
contest, and helped the right, at that time to a very con-
siderable degree. It must appear that the existence of an
organization such as that proposed would be very desirable,
and a permancut committee or {ederation should be formed
for the purposes in view. There will be no lack of oppor-
tunity of doing good. (Juestions are often cropping up
which are of serious importance from a moral standpoint,
and the influence of a body of opinion wisely dirccted will
be of untold advantage to the cause of righteousness in
public affairs. The active disscmination of correct ideas on
pubhic affairs is nothing less than a sacred duty, and every
cnconragement ought to be extended to the Young People’s
movement.

Young Pcoplo's
Soclctics’
Organization.

It is not often two such notable speeches as that of Hon. G.
W. Ross, referred to last week, and that o Hon. Edward
Canada and Blake comne close upon cach others heels.
Groat Britain. Mr. Blake is in stnking contrast to Mr.
Ross. The former is pessimistic, the latter optimistic and
bucyant and inspiring. .\nd it is not often so cinphatic a
reception has been accorded by the country to public
addressces, in brief e, as has been accorded 1o them,  “The
pro British utterance of the Mmister of Education, the
intuitive fecling towards our destined poal, went straight
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home to the hearts of the Canadian people and there is no
mistaking the satsfaction produced. O the other hand
Mr. Blake's doubts as to closer commercial relations with

Britain and as to Bntish trade concessions, have been suundly -

objected to as groundless or at least as problematical in the
extreme. He has excited no sympathy in country the and
whether his forcast be right or wrong, he is unsupported in
his views., His speech serves only to bring into clearer
telict that of Mr. Ross, which is still ringing in the public
car 25 a most welcome deliverance.  ‘These addresses are
valuable if for nuthing else i that they bave tested public
opinion of great national questions,

— e a—

FForms of petition for amendment of the Lord's Day Act are
m the bands of a large number of mimsters and  others
throughout the Province  ‘T'hese, to be
cffective, should be signed and sent in
at once. It is most urgently important that this matter be
promptly attended to. Petitions should be sent to the
Local Member for presentation in the House.

Lord's Day Act
Potitions.

It is necessary, iz accordance with the regulations under
which this Fund is administered, that ministers connect
Ministers' Widows themsclves with it within four years from
and Orphaus Fund. the date of their ordination.  “The special
attention of ministers, who have not complied with this
regutation, is called to the resclution ot last Assembly,
giving discretionary power to the Committee to admit them
prior to the 1st. of January, 1898. Asitis within a fo-t
night of that date, all who desire conncection must
imm:cdiately make application.

————

T'he extension of Home Mission work in the North West
and British Columlna supplies the Rev. Dr. Cochrane with
an unanswerable argument on biehalf of
increased comniutions to the Home
Mission Fund. Rev. Dr. Robertson has been rendering
valuable service of late in calling attention to the same subject
and s words wall be received with the respect which
sanctificd zeal and an unequalled knowledge of the facts,
will always command. The recent mission to the Klondyke,
Skaguay, Dawson City and other points will entail much
adduiiona! expense and 1rs. Cochrane and Robertsan view
the end of the financial year with no small anxiety. The
church, however, sometimes even surpassed the expectations
of the Comnuttee and tlus year is not likcly to fail in doing
her whole duty. But it s well that the needs of the field
should be kept constantly before the people and Rev. Dr.
Cochranc will sec to 1t that this is done. In his recent
circular he aptly quotes his lixcellency Earl Aberdeen's
tnbute to the Home Mission Work of the Church, as follows :
1 wish to allude to the manner in which the Presbyterian
Church in Canada has made, and 1s making, it a definite
part of its policy to aim at providing the ordinances of
religion n out lying and sparscly popuiated districts in their
carlicr stages of scitlement. I quite understand that other
denominations, with net less carnestness, aim at carrying on
this Home Mission work ; but 1 have an impression that
the Presbhyteriar Church has more specially arranged to
provide scrvices, cven before the locality is financially able

Homo Mission
Extension.
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o support these ministrations. The importance of not
allowing an interval to clapse, during which settlers may get
into the habit of being without religious ordinances, is
obvious , and such being the case, one cannot but feel that
in a much wider sense than that of merely denominational
extension, this method of action forms a contnbution to the
well-being of the community as a whole."'

TORONTO'S CHOICE.
HERE will be gencral satisfaction with the nomination
by the Toronto Presbytery of Rev. James Carmichael
D.D, for the Modcratorship of
the General Assembly.  No
man stands in higher esteem
then the genial, retiring and
scholarly minister of King, and
no father of the church would
better grace the high office of
Moderator than he. He is pro-
verbially modest, but it will not
do to allow lis modesty to
prove an obstacle to the honor
so many brethren desire to con-

REV. ). CARMICHARL, D.D, fer upon him,

Rev. Dr. Carmichael was bomn
at Carlton Place in 1830, of Highland Scotch parents, who
had come’to Canada ten years before  He was educated
at Queen’s College, and tcok his last year in the University
of Glasgow, from which he graduated in 1859. He
returned to Canada, and the following year was inducted to
the pastorate of King, where for thirty.seven years he l as
labored, one of the mest faithful and honored ministers of
the Church. D)r. Carmichael is 2 man of scholarly attain-
ments, and was honored by Queen's with the degree of
doctor of divinity. He is onc of the foremost Hebrew and
classical scholars in the Church, and was for 2 number of
years lcctuter in Church history in Qucen's University.
He isa man of deep spirituality, fine poetic instincts, and
a very able and cultured preacher.

THE WORLD FOR CHRIST.

COMMITTEE representing the Joint Conference of the
«*&  Boards of Foreign Missions in the United States and
Canada, has issued a aircular, asking that in connection with
th - Weck of Prayer, Friday, Jan. 71h., be obsenved as a day
of special prayer for Foreign Missions, and that on the
Sabbath following, Jan. gth. sermons be preached in all the
churches on the duty and privilege of being ** witnesses
« - - unto the uttermost parts of the earth.”

No doubt the large number of circulats iscued by
different Boards provokes the usual remarks about circulars,
and yet no one will say it is not the duty of Boards to
mnform and appeal to the Church in this way. Boaids can
only appeal to Pastors, and ** Under God the Pastors must
be the Jeaders.  They are the divinely ordained means for
the instruction of the people.  They alone have direct and
influential access to them, and unless they act the Boards
are helpless.” It scems as of all the Boards are in the same
discouraged condition.  Inthe face of ** larger opportunities,
of the awakening of long-slumbering peoples, of increasing
multitudes cager to hear the Gospel. .« . . they are com-
pelled to retrcat—to closc schools and hospitals, dismiss
native helpers, sce vacancies i thair own ranks left unfilled
and turn a deaf car to importunate calls for enlargment.”
They call attention to the position held by Foreign Missions
in the Bible in these just_ words. “We talk about
Amenca for Chnst but let us remember that from cover to
cover the Bible through 1s the World fer Christ, a God who
rulcs all nation-, 2 Saviour who 1s the propitation for the sins
ot the whole world, a Hoiy Ghost who broods over manking,

a plan of salvation which is adequate for all men, a command

to the Church to send it to all men.” The writers of this
appeal are above seeking to enlarge their own revenue at the
expense ol other funds, and rightly seek to evoke a breadth
of sympathy that will embrace all withun the one supreme
motive *the World for Christ." There is reference made to
what Richard Storrs characterizes as * the growing sccular-
ization of the Church’ the low spiritual state so generally
recoguized—the wdifference of very many pastors and
Church members to the salvation of their fellowmen, who
though distant, are none the less their brethren. We feel that
this circular is of no ordinary character and deserves more
than ordinary attention.  livery thoughtful and conscientious
man will consider its solemn message and if its statements
are true will ponder whereunto tiiey lead. ¢ If places of
amusement are thronged, if the scale of living is increasingly
elaborate and expensive™ whilst the purpose of the Church’s
existence, the evangelication of the world is languishing,
what does it mean? It cannot but mean dishonor and
defeat.

CHURCH SCHEMES.

THIS is the season of the year when circulars are being
issued by many of the Committees who administer
the work of the Church. A copy of each of these is sent
to every minister. It is sometimes said that these are con-
signed to the waste paper basket. This, however, cannot
be taken seriously, as the citculars are sent to the minister
not in his individual capacity, but as the Moderator of
Session, and with a view to the several Schems being pre-
sented to the congregations under their care,  The returns
show that there are still quite a number of congregations
that do not contribute to some one or more of the Schemes
of the Church. \Wc are of those who think that every con-
gregation should have the opportunity to contribute to
cach Scheme, leaving the responsibility with the people to
respond, or otherwise, The General Assembly year after
year orders,—** That all the congregations and mussion
stations be cnjoined to contribute to the Schemes of the
Church.” Every loyal minister and Session will do their

part to render obedience to this request.
With a view to guiding congregations in the allozation
of their missionary money, the following is a statement cf

the amount required this year for the several Schemes, and
also of the average contribution, per communicant, for

cach Scheme :—

Amount Arcn,ﬁ’e
required.  per member.

Home Mussions ........oocoiviiin. ... 180,000 32 Cents.
Augmentation . . . 0000 20
Foreign Missions, (Not mcludmg W.F. \l ) PYREIH Al
Freach Evangelizaton...... ... . 0,000 a2
Kaox Lollege ...... ceres 12,000 N
Queen’s ** (mcmdw[5 delu.lt, o! §".000) . 13,000 Ny o
Afontreal ** ..... e 5.000 3y -

Manitoba Cnllege.. . . .. o 3 -
Muisters' Widows' aud Orphnm N (L YRR
Aged aod Infirm Miniaters........ e 15,000 10 *
Assembly Fuod........ Lol Ll s G000 K7

The amounts above given for the Wido. 5" and Orphans’
and Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Funds, are the amounts
required over and above Ministers” Rates and interest from
imvestments.  The congregations 1 both Eastern and
Western Scctions of the Church, contnbute for French
Evangelization, Manitoba College and the Assembly Fund.
The amounts named for the other Schemes are for the
Western Section alone.

IN DEFENCE.
HE Presbyter, after a bright, but all too brief caceer has
been compelled to discantinue publication, and has
given its subscription sheets to the Westminster.  The lat-
ter journal in anncuncing the fact takes occasion to say
somc things concerning attempts generally to cstablish a
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vne dollar weekly paper with which we can fully agree,
The public clamor for low-priced publications is to be re-
gretted in the interest of honest and reputable journalism ;
while thz stale argument that large dailies issuc cheap
wecklies 1s too often used vy peogle who woyld not support
a church paper even 1if met half way in the matter of  price
When the present proprictors acquired ‘1'g PrLsBY1ERIAN
Review, the price was fixed at £1 50 as the lowest figure
consistent with business success, a decision founded on an
experience of long years in the business of newspaper-mak-
ing, religious and sccular,

Up to this point we agree with the Westminister, but
when that paper, in a business article, such as its leader of
last week is, goes out of its way to hit us an unbrotherly
blow, on the business side, we must, in self-defence, utter a
protest.  What would be thought of a business man who
with sinister purpose went about the st-eets peddling
rumours as to the business standing of lus rival?  We
venture to say that there are few communitics so devord of
business honor that such conduct would be permitted on
the part of any merchant claiming public respeet. What
men in the market place would not tolerate, has been left
to a journal with a religious side to it, none other than the
Westminster to do and in the doing of which it commits a
crime in business ethics of which a trader would be
ashamed. But its statement is made with that cunning
design, that knows neither shame nor sense of justice. Here
it is :—"THE PRESBYTERIAN Revigw would have been suc-
cesstul as a dollar paper had success been possible.  Its
publishers had sufficient capital and they put into it im-
mense ousiuess energy, but it was from the start a losing
game.” Nobody knows the true inwardness of the money
lavished on the Review, in the days of the old company,
better than the Managing Directer of the Wesmminsler,
Mr. D.T. McAinsh, who was business manager of the Re-
view and whose immense business enerey falled o save it for
the sharcholders. Knowing what he does he sheuld be the
last man to disinter skeletons, notwithstanding s belief
that by trying to injure a neighbour he may pick up a few
subscribers for his new venture. No one knows better
than Mr. McAinsh that a large amount of money was lost
by the old Presbyterian News Company in flouting enter-
prnises scparate frum and foreign to the publication of a
church paper. He knows that his bookseller's business
was amalgamated with the paper ; he knows that a station-
cry and printing business was projected, that bad contracts
were made for the handling of large editions of books which
turned out failures. Such cnterprise he desribes as -
mense busivess encrgy ; the sharchoiders and creditors
thought them to have been bad management. It was,
therefore, not the dollar paper, but ill-advised investmient,
and conscquent exarbitant outlay that caused the disaster.
To show that this is not an over drawa statement it is only
necessary to recall the wearied cfforts of 1890-'91-'92 and
part of ‘93 and to quotc the experience of the
present  proprictors  who  bought the Review when
there was a heavy weekly loss on the paper on
account of past mus-management, but who within four
months of the date of purchase, that is, before the end
of1893 werc able to place the paper on a paying basis long
before the charge in price had any appreciable effect upon
the resenuc, and on that basis it has since remained. We

arc not m favour of a cheap paper, but we are not to be
misrepreserted by pretended friends, and haviog borne
insinuations and decrying long in silence we have thus
written in sclf defence.  Qur contemporary has yet to buy
its experience ; its troublous days are ahead.  When it has
passed through the tnal of poverty it will be less bumptions
and mote careful of its good name.

We have wntten, feeling that we have given no provoca
tion to the JWestminster to attack us covertly or openly.
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In trying to injure our paper the Westminster goes out of
its way. Our paths arc scarcely parallel. The Review
is essentially a church paper. It is not beneath owr aim to
publish such documents as appeals and circulars sent out
by Convenets of the Church, when we believe it to be for
the interest of the Church to give them the widest possible
publicity. We confine ourselves to the active work of the
Church, to the affairs of its members and congregations as
such, and of its accredited agencies.  We come into direct
contact with its life and in our humble efforts our amm is to
assist and further the good work immediately in hand how-
ever small it may be.  Qur chief aim is not to produce a
paper for the editor or for the printer, but for the preacher
and worker in the Presbyterian Chutch in Canada. Ve do
not appceal to people of all scets and creeds, or of no sect
or creed, believing in specialization and in concentration,
and we have been sustained and appreciated by many
thousands of readers.

Having encroiched on no pre-empted territory we fail to
sce in what way we have given offence to our contemporary.
If we understand the Weslminater's positon aright, i.c.,
the object of its existence, it aims at being a newspaper-
magazine, “something new in Canada ™ as it says (but
known in New York), without special church affiliations.
Its scope, broad ; its topics, moral, political, religious, and
literary, appealing to no one denomination, but to all- -
designed obviously to fill the place so long and well filled
by Zhe IVeek whose successor, 1t may not inaptly be
termed, although it is patterned more on the plan of Dr.
Lyman Abbott’s paper The Qutlook. ‘That there is room
for such a paper in Canada is the opinion of many; we
hope there is ; in leaving the subject we may remind the
Managing Director that “two swallows (The Canada
Presbyterian and The LPresbyter) do not make a summer.”

A BEAUTIFUL CHRISTMAS GIFT.
The Now Illluminatcd Bibio to be Largoly Usod During tho
Holiday Scason.

The i'lustrated edition of the Holy Bible, to which the
American Bible Union, of Philadelphia, is asking the atten-
tion of Biblical students everywhere, forms a particularly
suitable and appropriate Christmas gift to pastor, Sunday-
school teacher, or friend. So exccllent are its illustrations,
from an artistic point of view, so historically accurate, so
filled with local color, and, above all, so unerring in their
interpretation ot the finer, and of times hidden, meaning of
many passages, that one is forced to the conclusion that
here is a work that must in the future form a most import-
ant part of the cquipment of the earnest, conscientious
student of the Word of God. Nor was it published at a
venture. The need of such a work as this has long been
felt and has often found expression. The magnitude of the
undertaking, however has, up to the present time, had a
deterrent effect upon publishers, and until the American
Bible Union decided to enter upon the work of its produc-
tion no illustrated ecdition of the Bible had ever been
published at a popular price, and no edition is published at
any price that can approach it in true illuminating and
vivifying power. We are better pleased with it cach time
we turn its pages.

Bibies there are, it is true, which comain pictures, but
never before has an attempt been made to systematically
and thoroughly 1llustrate the texts of the Scriptures.  Every
one of the cight hundred drawings is the work of an
eminent artist— nearly one hundred of the leading artists of
Europe and Americ; having becn engaged in their produc-
tion. And these druwings are most remarkable for several
rcasons :  For their beauty, tor their originality, for their
fidelty, for the reverent spirit in which they were conceived
and exccuted, and for the marvelous manner in which they
cxplain the Word of God. In all other respects this superb
cdition is in no way inferior to the finest cditions of the
Bible heretofore published.  Inits mechanical production
it is above criticism, this portion ot the work having heen
done by the celebrated Riverside Press of Cambridge, Mass.
The type used is full-faced and clear and most easily read.
Marginal references, a concordance and the self pronouncing
feature add to the sterling worth of this notable publication.
Tt is being supplied in three styles of binding, ranging in
price together with the PRESUVTERIAN Review, from S5 -
10 S4.25—the latter being full Turkey morocco, flexible,
red-under-gold cdges, and divinity circuit.  The introduc-
tory prices now prevailing arc only about one fourth the
prices that have been fixed for all subsequent cditions,
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COLLEGE MATTERS.
N.oA A

Aprepos of the «question of the Preparatory Depart-
ment now again under discussion. 1 may perhaps be
permitted to refer to an article of my own, published
elsewhere.  Some two years ago, in which the same
matter was touched upon.  The guestion in hand at the
time was, the ** Economy of the two-by-two distribution
of ministers.” The paragraph read as follows :

“The question of the colleges of the church is one
upon which the matter. . . . might be found to have a
bearing. The literary department in the colleges, pre-
paratory to the study of theology, is looked upon with
much disfavor, for it has been much abused. The
universities are easy of access, and the high schools
throughout the provinces have been brought to so high
a degree of efficiency, that it is a rare thing to find a
man proposing to study for the ministry whose case is
really the ¢ special * vne for which the preparatory course
sas first intended,  There are special cases. Yet (we
ask) mught not the literary departments of the colleges
be done away with? . . . . Inaumuch as the number of
cases rightfully demanding a1 special course preparatory
to entering upon the study of theology is very small,
let there be enough elasticity about the associating of
then two-by two that these few ministers-in-embryo
imight be associated with grave and lettered seniors,
who would gladly and ably assist their efforts in pre-
paration for the regular course in theology. . . . An
aspect of the two by two arrangement of men that
gives 1t the dignity ol a college, and that of the truest
character **

It is no stretch of the imagination to say that there
is an abundance of energy outside the colleges that
ought to be utilized in this way to the relief of the
collepres themselves and to the church’s advantage.
Moreover, it is not difficult 10 see how some who think
their case 2 special one would, by this means, find out
before it is too late that they have no case at all.
These would then relinquish the intention of entering
the ministry, and do so without scandalizing themselves.
Had they not had the opportunity of finding out their
unfitness for the public ministry by the means proposed,
ere casy and honorable retreat had become almost
an impossibility, these men might bright scandal upon
the church. The man who retires from the munistry
for ather than the evident reasons of old age or broken
health is a marked and sometimes a suspected man.

Let it not be supposed for a moment that 1 entertain
strong feeling in the matter at all, except so far as
cnergy in the defence of the right and profitable course
may demand. When associated some few years ago in
editorship of tae since defunct Knov College Monthly,
cvery man in residence knew me to be opposed to the
preparatory department, but not one of them all ever
suspected me of unfairness or bharshness. | have
changed neither front nor tactics. The college needs
money. The literary department cannot be shown to
be necessary to the cfficiency of the college nor to the
needs of the church.  Let the literary department be
abolished.

Another matter, Me Editor. Why <hould not the
collegres charge n fee ® Colleges in Arts, Science, and
the 'me Arts always do. Why not the colleges in
theology © Because our young men propose to enter
the ministry 2 The most unpractical kind of nonsence !
Are they not men ® 1t some of us had had to face a
good suff twition fee perhaps we would have done
better financing since than we've done. Had 1 the
ability to do 1t 1 would not be a day older before I
would forward to the treasury of Knox College an
amount cqual, to three years fees at Toronta University,
for my time there. 1 promisc myself to do it someday ,
and then, having discharged my indebtedness, still
contribute of my ability.

THE RELIGIOUS NEWSPAPER.

At the regular mecting of the Presbyterian Ministers'
Assoaation of Pittsburyy and Allegheny, Monday morn-
my, November caad, the Editor of the Froyicrian
Meseenger, by appaintment, read a paper, entitled * The
Rehgious Newspaper,” from which we make the follow-
g extracts :

The Presbyterian Review.

Such a thing as a religious newspaper was not
known 100 years ago. This fact has led some good
people to object to 1t as being an innovation and having
no divine authority, Tkey say that the world got along
for centuries without a religious newspaper and can do
sostill. It may be said in reply, however, that 300
years ago there was no such thing as a secular news-
paper in all the world, The first authenticated news-
paper published in England was The Certaine News
published in London, and bearing date, May 23rd, 1022,
The first newspaper published in this country was the
Boston Nuwslelter which made its appearance May 24th,
1704, being half a sheet of paper 12 by §, with two
colums on each page. Scarcely more than 150 years
ago, when the third newspaper was started in this
country, it was claimed that this country could not
support more than two newspapers. The world moved
along for centuries without any newspaper of any kind,
but the world has changed greatly in the past 150 years,
and the civil Government that, in this age, ignores the
printing press or seeks to shackle it, will soon cease to
exist. Sccular as well as religious newspapers cannot
lay claim to great antiquity, but the newspaper has
become a great and essential factor in all the move-
ments of both church and state.

In the early ages of the Christian church the written
Word had a most important place in religious affairs.
There were preachers of righteousness before there were
inspired writers, for * Holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost, " but, when the time came to
have a written revelation of what we are to believe con-
cerning God and what duty God requires of man, the
written Word was given first place. \Vriters were
divinely inspired to give to men, in permanent form, an
infallible rule of faith and duty that could be appealed
to, and this written Word will continue to occupy the
most important place in the Christian church.

The discovery of the art of printing enabled the
church to give this written Word to the world in
hundreds of different languages and dialects. Bibles
are printed by the million every year. The printing
press is giving important aid in the study of the Bible
in the form of commentaries and theological treaties.
We can hardly overestimate the influence of books in
the extension and upbuilding of the Kingdom of Christ
fn this world.

The Christian Church, Lke civil government, 1s a
divine insiitution. The well-being of men in the world
and the establishing and extension of the kingdom made
the organization of Christians an absolute necessity.
Under divine guidance the Christian church now appcars
in the world 1n the form of great, organized denomina-
tions of Christians, and the watchword of every denom-
ination should be * The world for Christ.” In order
that there may be mutual sympathy and co-operation in
the ditferent organizations, having this one great aim,
it is necessary to have some kind of a religious news-
paper that will be a medium of communication. Itis
necessary, too, that the different members of the same
denomination may have communication with each other
so that there may be united and harmonious activity.
Being members of one body they must be in communica-
tion with each other in order to wotk together harmoni-
ously and cfliciently. The religious newspaper may not
be provided for as delinitely by divine appointment as
the preaching of the Word by the Gospel ministry, but.
in the providence of God, it has come to occupy a
hardly less important place in the Christian church.
The denomination of Christians that would attempt in
this age to make progress without having some kind of
a religious newspaper would very soon fall to the rear,

Three practical questions arise in regard to religious
newspaper. I7irst, there is the question, What consti-
tutes an ideal religious newspaper >  Second, Who
should make i1t? Third, How should it be treated by
the pastors of the different churches?

There may be difference of opinion as to what con-
stitutes an ideal religious newspaper. lndeed, there
are thousands who say that the religious newspaper is
not essentially different frem the :ecular newspaper;
that the secular newspaper gives religious news, while
the religicus paper gives secular news  You might
nearly as well say that there is no difference between a
sccular bock and the Bible, since the Bible treats of
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secular affairs, while other books treat sometimes of
religious things. The difference, however, is marked
and essential, The Bible, mn giving sketches of national
history and biography, stanzas ot poetry and glimpses
uf home life, in its parables, precepts and promises,
treats everything in the light of eternity and leads men
into the presence of the living God, There is one book
of the Bible in which the name of the Deity is not
mentioned ;b , take the Bible as a whole, studying all
its parts in their relation to each other, the great central
theme is man's refation to God, his Maker and Judge.
The religious newspaper may and should discuss all the
temporal affaies that concern the well-being of men, but
all its discussions should be from the standpoint of
eternmity, and should brinyg its readers into the conscious
presence of the living God. Its great business is to
help men as immortal beings created in the image ot
God and responsible to God  The secular newspaper,
on the other hand, deals witis either religious or secular
events merely in the light of the present and the tem-
poral. It tells its readers of every passing event that
interests them, but it does not profess to spaak to them
especially of their relation to God and of their religious
duties The ideal religious newspaper will give to its
readers a comprehensive view of the progress of the
Kingdom of Christ in all parts of the world each week.
Every Chnstian should pray * Thy Kingdom come,”
and every Christian, in order to offer this prayer, must
be interested in the affairs of the Kingdom. His
interest will grow as his intelligence increases, or in the
degree that he reads carefully whatever concerns the
progress of the Kingdom. The denomunational rehigious
newspaper should give, as far as possible, detailed
accounts of the progress of the work carried on by that
particular denomination, It should put members of
diffzrent churches 1n communication with the work of
the denomination in Home and Foreign Mission fields
and in communication with the different Synods, Pres-
byteries and the other churches constituting the general
denomination of which they are a part. An ideal
religious newspaper in the home will do as much to
develop intelligent interest, sympathy and liberality in
any Christian family as any other human factor whatso-
ever. ‘I'ne most eminent pastors in all the church are
willing to tesufy their appreciation of the power of the
rehigious newspaper in thus respect.  The ideal religious
newspaper will help ministers of the Gospel in the
matter of interpreting the Sceiptuies and adapting their
methods to existing condittons. It will help teachers and
pupils in the Sabbath School in the study of their Sabbath
School lessuns : 1t will aid the young people in the conduct
of their meetings; 1t will help the nussionary societies in
their plans and purposes as they seck to develop the mis-
sionary spinit, and it will treat pobtical, financial and socal
matters n so far as they mvolve moral and rehgious ques-
tions.  The ideal religious newspaper will help s readers,
young aud old, to discnnmunate between the honest, pure,
¥ood, truc and generous, on the one side, and the dishonest,
the impure, the sclfish, the corrupt and degrading on the
other side. It will give no uncertain sound n regard to
matters of temperance, sound business mcthods and good
government. It s the medwm through which the best men
in church and state will teach and instruct those who need
teaching and instruction Tt will exclude from its columns
cveryting that woeuld tamnt the purest nunds and will gather
mto its columns cverything that will clevate, ennoble and
encaurage men and women, enabling them to become better
Chnisuans and better citizens. It will treat current ques-
uons with the dignity that will indicatethe conscious presence
of the hiving God, whoSe cyes are mn every place ; it will
spcak to men as immortal bemngs who are to live in, and
should act with reference to eternity.

Sccond, Who should make the religious newspaper ?
Should :t be under the control of some particular ecclesi.
astical body, or should it be a private enterpnse supported
and controlted by Chusuans independent of their relations
to any church orgamzation? ‘There 1s room here for
difference of opinion.  The Methodist Episcopal Church
has rehgious newspapers as us offivial organs,  Something
is guned by having a paper that is controlled by ecclesi.
asticat authonity and supported as an ecclesiastical institution.
There are, however, in our judament, two great objections
to having a rel.gious newspaper conducted by representatives
of ecclesiastical courts.  First, the denomination becomes
responsible for every utterance of such a paper. Second,
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the editor cannot act as freely and independemtly as he
would if he did not feel that he were merely a representative
speaking the thoughts of other people. e must try to say
what he thinks the denomination to which he belungs would
regard as the wisest and best.  ‘This will prevent any paper
from beeoming an ideal religious newspaper,  In our judg
ment, the ideal religious newspaper can only be made by
intelligent Christian men who are in full sympathy with the
fundamental doctrines of Christianity ; or, it it be a denomi-
national newspaper, in full sympathy with the doctrines and
polity of their own particular church. It can only be
produced by men who have thorough rehigious convictions,
and are willing to employ all their talents and use their
means in the interests of truth and for the upbuilding of the
kingdom of Christ.  Any lower motive will bring tailure.
The religious newspaper will approach parfection just in the
degree that those who make it have intelligence that wll
enable them to know and define Christian truth, and such
consecration as will constrain them always and everywhere
to make sacrifices for it. Any attempt to maintain a
rehgious newspaper prampted only by a desire to make
money or to satisfy an unholy ambition must necessarily fail,
There must be consecration ot talent and money to the cause
of Christian truth as a motive power.

Third.  What is the relation of the pastor in the Presby-
terian church to the religious newspaper ?

No pastor can alfsrd to ignore the religious newspaper.
He has a right to select and recommend to his people the
paper or papers that, in his judgment, will be most helpful
to his people. e certainly should try 1o so arrange tnat
there will be i every home such a religious newspaper as
will give the fullest possible mformation in repard to the
kingdom of Christ, and will simulate Christian benevolence
and aid him in his pastoral work. 1If he finds s people
taking a religious newspaper that, in his judgmeat, seenis
defective at any point, he may be justified in calling attention
to those defects ; but, at the same tme, he has no right to

2 unreasonably censorious of a Caristian newspaper than
he has of the Christian men who are trying te co-oparate
with him in Christian work. e should be as conscientious
in his criticism of the religious newspaper as he would expect
the religious newspaper to be of his preactuing.  The pastor
of the church is not infallible in tus judzments, and the
rehigious newspaper is not perfect, but the religious news-
paper should be very slow to criticise harshly the preaching
of any Christian minister, and the Christian minister should
be no less careful in his criticism of the religious newspaper
that aims to be his co-worker in the fanulies of nis congre-
gation. Itisa very casy matter to ridicude the relimons
newspaper , nor is it a diffizult matter to ndicule an ordmary
sermon or religious scrvice. The minister of the gospel,
preaching in the pulpit, and the religious newspaper, 1f it be
what it should be, have the same aim, the establishment
and cxtension of Christs kingdom. They meet in the
Chustian home and they should strengthen cach other’s
hands. Ifthe religious newspapet comes into a home where
the family neglects the preached word and divine ordinances,
it would fail of its purposc if it did not stimulate to careful
observance of such duties, and we feel bound to say that
the Christian minister who does not try 1o bring into the
homes of his congregation such _litcracure as they may be
able to take and will be helpful wo their Christian life,
whether it be inthe form of a religious newspaper or in good
books, fails to use one very important element of power.
‘F'here is no 1deal religious newspaper in existence , there 1s
no perfect man to makeone ; we must take such as we have,
and make them better as rapidly as possible.  If we discard
religious newspapers now because they are imperfect, we
may rest assured that when the religious newspaper goes out
of the family, the Sunday newspaper and the sensational
newspaper, with their caricalures of religion, with all their
degrading and corrupting influences, will take the place.
The man who waits to work in this world untl he finds
1deal conditions in cither church or state will never work.
‘I'he man who will not usc the religious newspaper as an
assistant in his Christian work until he finds an ideal news.
paperwillneverbeinapositiontorecommendone to Ins people.

The last day Miss Frances Ridley Havergal was lving
she ashed 2 friend 10 read the xlii chapter of Isaah to her.
When the friend read the sixth verse, * 1 the Lord have
called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and
will keep thee,” Miss Havergal stopped her.  * Called—
held—kept—used,” she whispered.  ** Well, I will just go
home on that."
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A NOTABLE ANNIVERSARY.

TO tho loyal Presuyterian, and surely every Presbyteriau is
loyal to his Ct 1reh, the celobration of the 250th anniversary of the
Nhorter Catechiam, held last week in Koox church, ‘Toronto, must
have proved satisfactory aud inspiring. Not a note of discord was
atinck throughout tho penceedings. ‘T'he papors remd wore by men
representative of the various phases of thought in the Church, yot
all was hsrmony: all bowed the head in allegiance to the old
atandards, tho old doctrines, the positions of 250 yoars agyr Aund
yol it was not an old-fashioned gathering by any meaus, learned
professors, popular proachors, ministers with tho studious and the
hiterary turn, laymen of culture and business men were among the
speakors, while tho appreciative audicnce comprised ladies and
gentlemen who give 7ost and character to the community and mould
the public life. It was » genuine tribute to the immortal little
book- -tho inanual of the Christian fircsido, the terror of the Scottish
achoo! forma.

‘The addresnes wero on the whole masterly. That by Rev. De.
Caven on *'The U'tility of Creeds and Confessions™ opened the
Conferenco ou ‘l'uesday evening, when the rev. doctor presided over
the meeting. J1lo noted the fact that not a few Christians denied
the utility of confessions, holding that they disparaged the great
work of the Almghty anjong men, were hindrances to theological
progress, and had created achisms sud dissensions in the Church.
1a combatting these views I)r. Caven said the minor standards of
Christian doctri 1@ wero never intended to be anything save expoa-
euts of the miain principles of the Bible. They had, therefore, not
heen obstacles to tne advance of theological science, but barriers to
rash spoculation. No, too, thoy had been bonds of union in the
Church rather than causes of dissension. At the foundation of all
tho books of the Bible waa the desiro to confess the Lord, and this
was true of all creeds, including the confessions which were the
groateat of all the creeds existing. ‘The confessions were guides to
those secking fellowship with the Church.  All conscientious persons
secking adinasion into a Church desired to know the tensts of that
Church, and, as tho world had a right to that knowledge, all
chnrchea nmust have a standard, written or nnwritten. ‘Thearticles
of confeasivn were also a protection against error in practico or
doctrine, and marked the line between what was sound and what
waa heretical. A man who could accept the articlea might aak that
they Le revised or he might leave the Church. A minister must
not teach doctrinos in which he did not believe, and « private
individual assuming to exerciso the right to teach Lis own views,
should those views be wrong, imperiled the liverty of the whole
congregation. The ordinary members were not compelled to sub-
scribe to the articles of the confession, a fact which contradicted the
epithet of intolerable tyranoy which had becu applied to the form
of goverument of the P’reshyterian Church. Tho articles were a
direction it private and pullic teaching, and miniaters could not de
Lotter than fushion their sermons after the type set by them.

Rov. L. H. Jordan, B.1),, ave an interesting address on ** The
historical sitting, political and religious, of the Westminater Assem-
bly."" He recited the events which led up to various religious
revolutions in Furope, England and Szotland immediately preceding
the trouhlous times of the Stuarts, the rise and progress of puritan-
wm and the general dominance of the IPreabyterian sentiment
throughout the Island of Great Britain.

Rev. W. J. McCaughan's subject was ‘“The personncl of the
Awembly.”  He gave brief but vigorous character sketches of the
leadiug men who sat at that celebrated council.  Tho Assembly was
mado up of 151 membora, of whom 121 were divines and 30 lay
asscssors. It had been charactetized as stending first, and it
undoubtedly did staud ticst, among Peotestant councils.  Parliament
had been desitous of having cvery shade of opinion, except the
sacerdotal, represented on it, and 1o thie it had been successful,
The English clerical members wero all en from the Universities
of Oxford or Cambridge. Among the members of the Erastian
section were Lightfoot, Whitelock, Coleman and Selden. This
acction felt themaclves additionally atrong from the fact that the
Parhiament was at their back, It was the section which held the
view that in all matters the State wasin the ascendant.  The second
clazs was the Eptscopalians, about a dosen of whom had been
appointed by Parliament, and of whom Archbishop Usher was one
of the most prominent. Thoy teok no active part in the general
discussion.  Another class was the Cangresstionalists or Independ.
cuts. whoe had bringht their teuets with them from Holland fully
developed.  Belund this section was Ceomwell and the army, and
their intlaenro was governed to a vonsiderablo extent by the news
from the tield of battle.  "hen thero were the two branches of the
V'ceabyterian secticn.  Among theso the speaker mentioned Dr.
Reyuolds and John Pym, tho great Parhiamentary leader, who
impeached Straffor).  The last party and tho most intercsting one
10 the Asscmbly, the speaker sud, was the Sootch commiseioners,
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Samuel Rutherford, Robert Uaillie, George Gillespie and Alex.
Henderson, the last of whom gavo stability to Presbyterianiom and
wag the greatest atatennan of his ugo,

On Wednesa.y three sessions were held. Rev, Wm, Burns pre.
sided at tho morning meeting and delivered a weli-timed, well.put
address on * Tho etability of Creeds and the dangers of rsstless
ohange.”

Rav, Dr. Carmichael spoke on * The Dootrinal Contents of the
Contession.” 'The oontession, for two and a half centuries had
been, with the Bible, the very life blood and she bones and sinew of
our Presbyterianism. The dootrine which it containg, the system
whioh is called Calvinism, constituted the very foundation stones
of the Presbyterian faith. The sole principle which guided the
Assembly in their statements of tho several dootrines of the oon-
fession was: * Are they agreeable 10 the Word of God?* Every
dootrine was toated by being referred to the standard. The oon-
fession was not & hard bodk, nor did it zepreient the Diety in a
stera and severe asjioot, as had beon contonded by some people.

At the afternocn sestion the chair was oocupied by Mr, Morsi.
mer Ciatk, The flzst address was by Rev. Dr, MoLaran, professor
of systematic theology in Kuox College, and his sabject was ¢* The
confeesion and catechistn in relation to the previous bistory of
theology.” 1lle denied that Presbyterianism in its dootrine and
polity was an ontire breaking away from the historical oburch, an
iguoring of the past learning and thought of Cbristian sages, and
was, in facs, the invention of Koox and Calvio,© The \Veatminster
Confession and Catechism, owed much to the great divine who
drafted them, but thoy owed more to those learned Christiax
acholars of preceding ages who had devoted their lives to mastering
the contents of she Divine rovelatinn. The artioles of the oonfes-
eion were fonnded on the assumption that the Soriptuzes were the
sole rule of life. No articlo of faith was admisted which oonld not
vindicate ite right to a place in the confession by appesl to the
written word. They did not on this account ignare the clarifying
knowledge of psat ages, nor did they overlook or undervalue thas
knowledge. They distingnished, however, between tradition as an
aasistance in studying the word and se an artiole ot faith, It was
only by reading many of the articles in the lighs of the history of
theology that they could be fully appreciated. The Weatminster
Assembly, as one of tholatest of the Christian conocils, had to deal
with all dooctrines of the charch which had arisen from the enrliest
times. They ropresented the achisvments of sixteen oenturiee.

Rev. De. Gregg delivered an interesting address on *¢ The His-
tory and Influenco of the Wectminster Standard in Relatioun fo the
Various Branches of the Presbyterian Cnurch.”* 1le wouild oall
a:teation, be said, to some of the fruita of the Wesiminster
standarde. One of his illustrations was tound in the fact that they
served to bind together in aubatantial unity the various brauchee
of the Presbyterian Church througliont the world. His second
illustration was that the articles formed a most effectaal barrier
against what he termed the inroads and errors of the Church of
Rome.

.. J. K. Maodonald, oconpied the chair at the evening seasion.
Rev. Dr. Milligan delivered an able address on ‘¢ Presbytetianism
in relation to Civil Libezty.” A subject he treated comprehensively
snd thoroughly. After dealing with the right conoeption of the
charch, he said : ** By civic liberty, we understand the relations
obtainiug between the citizen and the State rigbily regulated by-
Jaw, It wastbe glory of our Presbyterian fathers to perceive and
preclaim the trath in all essential respscts regarding civil and re-
ligionsliberty. Beoanee of their spiritaal conceptions of God, and
of man made io the image of G.d, they became the champions of
civil liberty. They were traly reverend, and therefore truly f{ear-
less, and fearless because roverend. They penetrated beneath all
shows of things 10 their heart, and read them as they were, not as
they seemed. They were not beguiled by the sight of the eye.
Jobn Knox would pot worship a piece of painted wood, by what-
ever name it might bo called; he knew it waa ouly wood, that and
nothiog more. Sacramentarian ideas wers rightly conoceived of as
mythical and saperstitions. They taught men who were distracted
all their lives with superstitions fears a holy, feariase courage which
effected the rcformation of the chaurch and the lhiterature of the
Siate. They taught, in shors, ** what man was to belisve concern-
ing God aud what duty God required of mav.” Ila this holy,
fenrless conrage we reckon a8 a frait of their labore a vital civil
virtue."

Rev. Dr. 1’atsans addressed the meeting on ** The Confession
and Catechism in tho Home." After giviog the history of the two
books, known as the longer and shorter Catechism, he spoke of
the influence that they bad, and especislly the ahorter one, in
moulding character. The sddress was greatly appreciated,
especially by the older people of the andience, who knew by
experienoe the trath of hic desceiptions.
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LOOKS INTO BOOKS.

Lirk AND LETTRRS or Hannixr Bexenenr Stowr. A biography of
very great attraction, and worthy of itaillustrious subject. By
Mrs. James T. Fields, author of * Authora =nd Kriends.”
With & portrait, $2.00, Boston, Houghten, Mifllin & Co.

The fact that Mrs. Jarriet Beecher Stowe has so many admirers
in shis country should warrant ono in assuming that the sale ot her

“ Life and Letters " by Mrs. Fitld, will be large in Cauada. The

deep interest taken by Mra. Stowe in the freedom of the slave, snd

the great influence that her writings hiad upon the emancipation of
the South haw endearcd her to every lover of liberty, to say nothing
of the love one has for the author who has given us intense pleasure
in bygone days in reading and re-reading her famous ** Uncle Tom’s

Cabin,”  Mcea. Field touches very gracefully many incidents of her

lifa which exhibite the beautiesof her character,and has madefree use

of Mrag, Stowe’s letters, and, in  sense, the book will introduce the
reader to Mrs. Btowe hersolf, It has, too, an anecdotal air about «%
which makes it charming reading.

Tur CANADIAN ALMANAC, 189S, DPrice 23 cents. Toronto, Copp,
Clark Co. Limited.

‘Thiw is the fifty-tirat year of publication of this Anunual, aund its
siz3 has been increased to 308 pages. The Canadian Almanac aims
to keep at the front and to becomo more useful and interestiog every
year. Some of the more promivent depattments are : Short History
of Canada, Tariff of Customs, Forms of Government throughout the
world, Post Oilice Gazstteer, Masonic Lodges, Misceilaneous
Societies, Historical Diary, Life Insurance. Some new features for
1898 are: Short Accounts of the British Army and the British
Navy, with illustrations ; also articles on the English (iovernment,
aad Extradition and Pardons. Besides the above, with every copy
ef the Canadian Almanac for 1898 is presented s map of North
America, beautifully engraved and priuted in five colors.

Yurzo, The God, of 763 B.C. By ¢ Lord Gilhaoly.” [rice $1.00.
Now York, F. A. Stokea Co.

This little work is undoubtedly one of the novelties of the
season. Is is bound in a dull brown sackcloth with rough edgea
printed on tobacco paper so that it prescnts a very ancient appear-
ance. The author explaine that one day in Paris he purchased a
little ivory idol, which he took to his room. This little god became
animated and recited to him many wise, witty and strange sayings
which he hae collected and put down in paragraph form, The idea
of cournse is far-fetched, but the wise sayings will be worth remem-
bering.

The 11lustrated Commentary of the Gospel according to St. Matthew
by the Rev. Lyman Abbott. Price §1.50. New York A. S.
Barnes & Co.

Year by year the number of works published bearing upon the
International series of lessona are increasing, and while some of
these have become standards and are in very general use the more
energetic and painstakiog Sabbath school teacher is forever search-
ing for new light. Lyman Abbot's book therefore upon the Giospel
according to St. Matthew, wbich will be the line of study in this
series for the coming half year will be read with much interest. In
the opening pages there {s an interesting chapter on the study of
the New Testament divided into two parte, iirst, the New Testa-
ment, which is sub-divided under eight sub-heads as follows :—1Its
oature, Ita origin and authority, Evidences of its inspiration, The
New Testament Canon, The text, The Kaglish version, Principles of
interpretation. Part two, the Gospels ; aub.divided, 1st, The
relation of the Gospels Lo each other. 2ad, Origin of the Gospels.
3td, The harmony of the Gospels, 4th, The Lile of Christ. Then
follow three hundred pages of explanatory maiter dealing with
each chapter, capious notes and referonces, while in some of the
more important poiats, such as for instance the resurrection of Jesus
Chriat the rendering of the narrative by the four Evangelists is
given in full. On the whole it is one of tho most complete works
weo have seen this season.

Tue Sxiverr's Woorna, By W W, Jacobs. Cloth. Price $1.00,
New York, F. A. Stokes Co.

Seafaring works of fiction are always attractive to the reader,
and the author in this case has grouped together the trials and
tribulations of a sailor lover in a most interesting manner. There
are the usual blundera and pleasing incidents which are character-
istic of this class of story.

Among the many attractive books for children published by the
well.known firm of F. A. Stokes & Co, New York, may be men-
tioned one quarto beautifully illustrated, price $1.00. Under the

title of **Make Beliove,” it contains a series of colored engravings
of incidents of child lite in which the bay apes tho man aad the girl
tho woman. The figures are life like and it will miako an attractivo
Christmas gift for the younger membera of the family.

Hivts ox Bintk 8topy. Prive 750, Philadelphia, J, ). Wattles & Co.

This conveniont little book is composed of a series of articles
written by a atrong array of specialista in Bible themes, among
which may be mentioned the following: Urofessors Philips,
Thompson, Bernard, Beecher, Riddle, and Bishups Ellicott and
Vincent. Among the subjects ireated by these various authors are
the following: * What is Bible Study "1 * The right spirit in
Bible Study,” ** Studying the Bible Book by Book,” ** Studying the
Bitle as Literature,” *‘The place of Helps in Bible Study,” * How
to use Bible Commentaries,” * L'he Bible ae & guide in Social
Studies,” ** Unattained ideal of Bible Study.”

Guibze Boarvs ror Tracnews. By W. H. Hall. Price 75 centa.
Philadelphia, John 1. Wattles & Co.

The author in his opening chspter explaias the law of the State
of Conneoticut in demanding that guide boards be placed at the
intersection of country roads, and dwolliog on the fact of their
utility, goes on to explain the advantage of aimilar finger boards, to
use an older term, on the road of life. The headings of the various
chapters, are, therefore, to be loc':ed upon as finger boards pointing
in the direction which the reader must travel. I¢c commences with
At the Crossroads, aud then in succemion come the following, Rely.
ing upon F'ast Usefulness, Too much Guiding, Need of Close Range,
Side Issues, Suggestive 1ointings, Where Guides are Needed, etc.
"To the thoughtful Sabbath school teacher this book will be found
invaluable,

The Copp, Clark Co., of Toronto, Limited, are issuing Gilbert
Parker's works in a uniformedition. ‘Chey will appear at intervals of
some few weeks apart, two of the volumes bsing now inpress. They
have also in press ** A School for 8aints,” by Johu Oliver Hobbs.

*1he Foreign Stateamen Scries.” London, McMillsn & Co.,
Toronto, Copp, Clark Co., Limited.

This series when completed will embraco the lives of eminent
statesmen of continental Europe, aud will be uniform in size aud
prico with the twelve English Statesmen tssued some time ago.
The series will be edited by Yrof Bury, of Trinity College, Dublin.
Among those already issued might be mentioned * William, the
Silent,” by Frederick Harrison, and ¢ Philip the Second of 8pain,”
by Martin A, S. Hume, Other volumes will be announced later.

¢ Captain Marryat's Novels,” illustrated standard series. Price
$1.25. lLondon, McMillan & Co., Taronto, Copp, Clark Co.
Limited.

This handsome edition of the works of this popular writer should
meet with ready sale among those selecting bouks for bogs. The
binding is attractive, the paper excellent, and the illustrations most
characteristic. The serics as far av ready embraces the following
titles. ** Japhet in Search of a Father,” ** Jacob Faith{ful,” ¢ Peter
Bimple,” ¢ Midshipman Euy,’ ¢ Tae King's Owp,” ** The Phantom
Ship,” * Poor Jack,” * Soarleyyow,” *‘ Frank Mildmay,” *The
Pirate aud the Three Cutters.”

¢ The Waverley Novels.” By Sir Walter Scott. Victoria edition.
Vrice 50 cents per volume, $12.50 per set. London, Adam and
Chas. Black, Toronto, Copp, Clark Co , Limited,

The Victoria edition of the ¢* Waverley Novels” comprisoa a sot
of twenty-five volumea in uniform binding and are printed from the
same platea as the well-known St. Henri edition w.ich was publivhed
at more than double the price of the Victoria edition. The paper
used in thess books is of a good quality, the type clear, the binding
subatantial and the illustrations first.class. Lovers of Scotl's
writings will rejoice to learn of so excellent au edition at such a
small price.

«“Sermon Stories for Boys and Girle” By Rev. Louis Albert
Bauvks D.I). With illustrations by Freeland a Carter. P'rice
£1.00. New York, Fusk and \Wagaalla Co.

It is often a difficult taak for Sunday-achool teachers to catch
and keep the attention of their younger and more vivacions scholars
long enough to instil a lesson. Tho successful way, as awserted by
the author of Sermon Stories, in to enter tho minds of the youny
people ** through the doors of their imagination,” and all his stories
are intereating and eadily comprehensible, while with great akill a
lesson is inlerwoven with each. I hope, says the author, they may
uot only please boys and girle in mnany a home, but I pray that
they may be also blessed of God, in encoursging ministers and Bible
teachers to continue attempts to enter the virile minds of their
youoger auditors through the door of the imaglaatioa.
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volume of Tur Yovrt's Coxraxton, Other artioles and storio®
will be vontributed to the eawe volame %y Mra, Burton Harrison,
Rudyard Kipling, Mary I3, Wilkine, F. R. Stockton, Prof. Blise
Percry, Jesss Lynoh Williams, 1. Zaogwlll, O. A. Stephens, Max
O'Rell and ** Ootave Thanes.”

* Ihible Nelections for Daily Devotion.” By Sylvanus Stall, D.D.
Cloth, 688 pages. Price $1.00  New York, Funk and Wagnells
Co.

This work will bo & great help to, not only Hible students but
all interested in reading the Word, In it are arranged such
devotional passsgen ny will be fouad especially suited in both
character and longth for reading before the home-circle and other
Koneral gatherings The pasyages aro priuted in paragraphs and
arrauged in continuous natrative. Al poutical portions such as the
I’saline andd P’roverbs aro in verso ae thoy should always be.  All
proper names have their correct accer tuation, Tho entiro compila-
tion is in the natwie of u acriptural mossic. ‘I'he contents, about
ono-third of tho whole Bible, are asited to persons of all classes and
agen, Thore is a scloction for every day of the year.

¢ Biblo Raadee’s Giuide,” By Rev. F. 8, Schenck, D.1., Prico
$1.25.  New York, The American ‘I'ract Society,

This book 18 tho outcome of s Bible Readors Conference con.
ducted by the author in hiv owa congregation, and will be tound
invalusble to Bible class and Sablath School teachers as well as tho
wdividual readers of tho Word, The object before the author is
the study of the Bible as a bosk not considering the divisions of
chapter and verse. 1o states, und states very truly, that if any
other book but the lible was read in the haphazard way the
Bible is read, & chaptor hero and there, much of the beauty, to ssy
nothing of the sonse of tho book would be climinated. He therefore
suggesta tho study of the Bible book by book from Genesis to
Rovelation. ‘The following parageaph is from the preface. *1
thiak it will be useful to such congregational classea and to normal
classes of Sunday school teachers aud to colleges and seminary
clanses L0o ; but 1 specially design it for the multitude of solitary
Bible readers. I trust, it will prove a pleasing and valuable guide
in their journoy through tho Word of God,

The well-known morthly publications of 8. \W. Partridge & Co.
for December are to hand.  As usual at thia seaton of the year the
illustrations are a hittle nore attractive and the reading matter
more intercsting than ordinarily, if such ia possible. In The Srstish
Workman will be read with intereat **Inside the Bolton Cotton
Mill; ™ in The Family Briend ** When Mrs. Shore Went Shopping ;"
wn The Friendlv 1isttor, ** Nurss Radley's Christmas Text ;” in
The Children’s Friend ** Geandmas Christinas Guests;” in The
Band of Hope Review, ** Christmas on the Wave; " and in The
lafants Magazine ** Christmas Belis.”

** The Barth and Boyhood of Jesus.” Iy (ieorge F. Pentecost, D.1),
Crown Svo. 407 pp. 8175, New York, The American Tract
Soctety.

The Birth and Boyhood of Jesus. This is a collection of
sermonn published by Dr. Peatecost, selected from St. Luke's
Goapel, chapters one and two, following step by step the early life
of our Naviour. The sories consista of twenty sermons commencing
with “A Notable Couple,” **A Good man's unbelief,” “The heavenly
sorvier of lowly people,™ ** The song of the Highest,” ** The loving.
kindncas of God,™ ** Sitmoon's testitmany of Jesus,” ** The boy Jesus
in tho Temple,” **.Jesus’ great confession,” and conclading with
My Father's business.” These chapters show a robust intellect
and aro well thought out their illustrations aro apt and striking,
their doctrine is evangelical and they are applicd with no little
power.

“Paul, A Herald of the Cross.” By Florence Morse Kingaley.
Price 81 00, Turonto, Win, Briggs.

The author has established such a reputation by the first of
thie sceies, viz , T1tus, which hasreceived such an onarmous circula’
tion and has been so widely criticized and aduured, and subsequently
by Stephen which, wiile not quite 8o popular was well received,
that thia, the third of the scrics, requires but hittle comment by
way of ntroduction. Init the story 1s carried further and takes
account of the world outside the Holy Land, the world which lics
1n misery and sin and into which Chriat has bidden lus disciples to
go forth and earry the glad tidings of the (*ross.  Ouo reasonably
assumes that an such a hook and written at such a period, PPaul
would be the leading feature, and his strong characteristics and
aoble aims and onde are dealt with most pleasingly ta this work.

Moensrs. Capp, Clatk Co., Limited, of Toronto, have justissned &
Canadiao edition of * The Ladies' Walk,” by Mre. Oliphant. This
forma one of tho lzteat additions to Methnen's Colonial Library of
which the Copp, (" ark, ( 0. are the Canadian Agents.

W. 1. Howells has written a homorons stors of Western Jife.
entitled **The Abandoned Water-melon Pa'oh,'" for tha next

Yrof N. 8, Shaler, » 1larvard University, says: *\We know
more of the actusl condivons of the tixad stara thas we have yet
learned about tho central parts of the oarth. Tho deepest mine
does not go down to the depth of » mile, and no well-boring
oxtends further toward the centro. lo other worde, we have by our
aris penetrated hardly one four-thousandth of the distance from
the surface to the cenire of tho globe.”” Professor Shaler has
written a most intererting atdicle on this subject for Tur Yourn's
Couraxioy,

A NEAT CALENDER.

The "'oronto Art Lisague have issuod a most artistio oaslender
for 1198, the chiel feature boing a eeries of etohings repressntative
of tho early life in this country. The illustrations for Ooctober
which refer to the U'pper Canada Robellion will certsinly remind
ug in this peacelnl age thas all was not as quiet in tho early part
of the century as ut its close.

SOMKETHING IN ART.

Amony the many novelties shown thia season one that shounld
meet with large wppreciation and resdy sale ig 'a series of repro-
duotions of eminent paintings from the old mastera in tablet form
by the 8.P.C.K. Depository, 17 Richmond 8t., W. Amoog the
most charming of these subjects, which are 7 by 9 inches, may be
mentioned ** The Gsod Shepherd,” ** ‘Tne Bower,” ** The Madonna
and Child,” and ** Chnist in the Garden.” The etook of Cliristmas
cards and calenders shown by shis honso is one of the most com-
plete wo have seen in the city.

TWO EoOhS FOR THE YOUNO.

Among the attractive books for boys published this eeagon
might be named two recently issued by D. Appleton & Co. *¢The
Red Patriot,” by W. O. Stoddard, autbor of ** The \Vindfall *
elc., is & atory of the Ameriosn Revolution and is foll of thrilling
incidents. To add to the interest it is prestily illustrated.
Handsomely boand in cloth, price §1.60,

“Trae to His Home.” by H. Butterworth, aathor of ¢ The
Wampum Belt,” eto., is & story of the boyhood of Feanklin, and
is an inapiring work to place in the hands of the youth. Price,
beand in cloth, $1.50.

MAGAZINES.

The Christmas nuamber o! St. Nicholas opens with the fivst of
Rudyard Kipling'a ** Just-So-Ssories.” Tha reason for this title
Mr. Kipling carefuily explaine. Some stories, he saye, are meant
$o bo read quietly and some stories aro meant to be told alound.
Some storica are only proper for rainy mornings, and some for
long, hot afteraoons wheo one is lying 13 the open, and some ars
bedtimo stories. You can alter and obange some of these tales as
much as you please, bat the stories told in the evenir $o pat the
little one to sleep must be told just 80, and you are not allowed to
alter these by one single little word. The firat of the *‘Just-8o "
stories tells ‘ Bow the \Whale got his tiny throst.” Itisinan
entirely different vein from suything Mr. Kipling has written
before. Tbe illnatrations are by Oliver Herford, who has keen
hamor of his own,

The North American Review fur December presonts in it opening
pages tho first part of a romarkably thoughtful paper from the pen
of the eminent criminologist, Professor Cesare Lombrogo, entitled
* Why Homicido has Increased in the United States.” Dr. Louis
Robinson writes most entertainingly upon **The Psychology of
alf,” and in a brief but timely articlo the Hon. Robert P, Torter
deals with * Tho Census of 1900."  An cloquent essay is that by J.
O'Connor Power, on ** Edmund Barke and His Abiding 1nflucnce.”
Mr. Witliam H. Rideing contributes an interesting view of
¢ Tcunyson in the Isle of Wight,” whilo Mr. A. D). Vandam writes
cleverly of ** Omficers in the French Army,"” contrasting the system
of mlitary traimng and promotion in France with that of Germany.
An important symposium on *“ The National Goveranment and the
Puablic Health™ 1s contributed to by Dr. John H Girdner, Dr.
Alvah H. Doty, Health Otlicer of the I'ort of Now York, and Dr.
C. M. Drak», Chief Surgeon of tho Nouthern Railway Company.
Other topics adcquately treated aro: ** Tho Legality of Progresmive
Taxation,” by Max Weat ; ** How to Reform our Financial Systex,™
by C. B. Farwell, and ** Advantages of Hawaiian Annexation,” by
A. C. James.
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THE HOME CIRCLE.

“THE NIGHT HAS A THOUSAND EYES.”
The night has a thoueand eyer,
And the day but one;
Yet the light of the Lright world dics
With the dying sun.
The mind has & thousand eycs,
Aud the heart but one ;
Yet the light of a whole life dies
When love is dono.
Feaucis William Bourdillon.

A BOY'S LOVE FOR HIS MOTHER.

Of all the love affairs in the world, none can surpass the
true love of a big boy for his mother. It is pure and
noble, honorable to the highest degree in both. T do not
mean merely a dutiful affection. I mean a love that makes
a boy gallant and couragecous to his mwother, saywg to
everybody plainly that he is fairly in love with her.

Next to the love of a husband, nothing so crowns a
woman'’s life with honor as this second love, this devotion
of a son to her. I never yet kacw a boy to turn out bad
who began by falling in love witl: his mother.

Any man may fall in Jove with a fresh-faced girl, and
the man who is gallant with the girl may cruelly neglect his
worn and weary wife ; but the boy who is a lover of his
mother in her middle and old age, is a true knight, who will
love his wife as much in her sere-leaved autumn as he did
in tae daisied spring-time.

SHORT SERMON FOR g80YS,

A Swedish boy fell out of a window and was badly hurt,
but, with clenched lips, he kept back the cry of pain.  The
king, Gustavus Adolphus, who saw the boy tall, prophesied
that the boy would wnake a man for an emergency. And
so he did, for he became the famous General Bauer.

A boy uscd to crush the flowers to get their color, and
painted the white side of his father's cottage in Tyrol with
all sorts of pictures, which the mountaincers gazed at as
wonderful. He was the great artist, Titian.

An old painter watched a liitle feilow who amused
himself making drawings of his pot and brushes, easel and
stool, and said : *That boy will beat me one day.” And
he did, for he was Michacl Angelo.

A German hoy was reading a blood-and-thunder novel.
Right in the midst of it he said to himself, ** Now, this will
never do. T get too much excited over it. I can't study
so well after it.  So here it goes 1" and he flung the book
out into the river. He was Fichte, the great German
philosopher.

THE SOUL.

A devout minister was once asked by a skeptic if he
followed preaching to save souls ; and, on replying that he
did, the cawiler rejoined: “ Did you ever see a soul 2"
“No.” “Did you ever hear a soul?” **No.” ¢ Did you
ever taste a soul?” **No.” ¢ Did you ever smell a soul 2"
“No.” *Did you ever feel a soul?” **Yes, thank God,”
said the preacher. *Well,” said the cavilling doctor,
“ there are four out of the five senses against one that
there is no soul.” So the matter might have dropped;
but the preacher, as subtle 1n under-standing as he was
pious in heart, turned the table on the cavilling doctor, and
asked: “ Did youcverseea pain?”  ** No.” was the reply.
“Did you ever hear a pain?”’ “No." “Did you ever
taste a pain?” * No."” * Did you ever smell a pain?"
% No." “Did you ever feel a pain?” ¢ Yes,"” said the
doctor, ** Well, then,” rejoined the preacher, * there are,
you sec, also four senses aganst one to prove that there is
no such thing as pain ; and yet, sir, you know that there is
such a thing as pain, and T know that there is a soul.”
The doctor appeared confounded, and walked off.

BROUGHT IN “PA'S PRAYERS.”

Once upon a time sickness came to the family of a poorly-
paid pastor of a country church, It was winter and the
pastor was in financial straits A number of his flock decided
to mcect avhis house and offer prayers for the speedy recovery
of the sick ones and for material blessings upon the pastor’s
fannly. Whi'e onc of the deacons was offering a fervent
prayer for blessings upon the pastor's houschold there was a
loud knock at the door. When the door was opened a
stout far.mer boy was seen, wrapped up comfortably.

“What do you want, boy?" asked onc of the clders,

“I've brought pa’s prayers,” replied the boy.

495

“ Brought pa's prayers? - What do you mican ?”

“ Yep, brought his prayers, an’ they're out in the wagon.
Jest help me an® we'll get e in.”

Investigation disclosed the fact that * pa’s prayers
consisted of potatoes, flour, bacon, cornmeal, turnips, ap-
ples, warm clothing and a lot of jellies for the sick ones.
The prayer-meeting adjourned in short order.

An amusing story is told in the Musical Opinion of an
experience of an old-time English village church with a
barrel organ. A friend of Sir George Elvey in his younger
days * had an organ constructed similar to a musical box.
The clerk had been taught to manipulate the instrument,
but he fell ill on a Sunday, and a member of a choir under-
took to manage it. There were two scts of barrels, one
with hymn tuncs, the other with secular melodies. The
clergyman having given out the hyan, the organ at once
struck up with ¢ Drops o' Brandy,” which in spite of many
attempts to stop it, was played to the end. Then, after a
second's pause, it started off with another cqually secular
tune, until in despair, the horrified churchwardens made
their way to the vicar, and expostulated with the unhappy
choirman, who was of course helpless Meanwhile, the
congregation were convulsed with laughter. At last, in
desperation, the officials procured four strong men, who ran
the profane thing out of the church, and left it to finish its
godless airs among the tombs."

THE BIBLE CLASS.
PETER, PAUL, AND JOHN.
(For Sabbath, Dec, 26th.)

BY PHILIP A, NORDELL, D.D,*

The fragmeontsariness of the New ‘['satament Rsoords is pain.
fally clear when one undertakes t0 sum up all that is knowa of the
lives of any one of those who played the most conspicuons parts in
the founding and extending of the Christian Chrirch. The external
faots in thelife of I’aul, of whom far more 18 known than any of
the other apoatles, conld probably be stated in about a thounsard
words ; of Peter’s life in haif shas number, and of John's easily in
half of that. The reason for this parsimony in respect to the bio-
graphies of men who have exerted an incalonlable inflaence on the
religions history of :he world, and conoerning whom the church
treasnres the slightest sorap of information, is to be found in the
fact that the New Teatament was not written to glorily the hamun
instrument, throagh whom the Divine Spirit operated. It was
written rather for the parpose of recording the oonsumation ot
God's long cherished purpose of grace toward the world throogh
the persinal ministey of the inoarnate Sin of (od, and through
this minisiry as oontinued io the persons of IIis chief Apostles.

THEIN CHARACTERY AND WORK,

Diff srent as Peter, Panl, and John were one from another, they
all exbibited an exiracrdicary capacity for the apprehension of
religious truth, intense loyaity to the Lord Jesus Christ, sad
unwearied zssl in the advancement of His Kingdom. While they
never ooarted sufferings, shey were never deterred from the pash of
daty by the prospect of persecution. The two former crowned
their testimony to Christ by martyrdom.

Poter was impalsive, impstaous, bold, & natural leader of men,
intensely praotioslin hisidoss, and remsrkably adapted by nataral
quslifications for the part asgigoed to him in connection with the
early manilestation and spread of she charob. His vafus atands
ou! signifioantly in the memorable words of the Master, *‘ Simos,
BSimon, behold Satan asked to have yon, that he might sift yoo as
wheat : bot T made rupplication for thee, that thy faith fail not.”
Satan kosw foll wall the peril of his kinydom from a man of
Peoter's temperament and power, and therefore sought by overy
Satanio devioe 30 osat him down. Christ, 305, koew his value for
liis Kingdom and interposed with spocial eflicaoy in his behall.
He was a man for whose possession the opposing kingdoms of the
spiritusl world contended to the antmost. His worth to the
Christian cause i3 s3an in bis oapacity $0 do what no other one of
the Apostles could do on the day of Pentecost, in the subaequent
unfoidiog of the chorch in Jerusslem, and in the opening of the
door to the Gentiles.

Pau/s intensily of conviotion never permitted him to do half-
heartod wotk in tiuy osuse that engaged his miad and heart. It
wa not cruelsy bus religious convicsios that drove him into the
work ol persecating tho early church with a zal that apeedily dis.
tanoced the most implacable opponenss of the Christian canse. The

*An Ezposition of Loason 62in The Bidle Study Union Sunday
Schol Lessons on ** The Three Greas Aposties,
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eamo depth of convictioo nnd unwearied zeal ho oarried into the
aervioo of Cheist. It waa ho who, divinely guided, oonceived and
execated the stapendous scheme of planting the Gospel at every
etrategio point between Jerusalom, the religions capitat of the
world, and Rome, its politionl centre. 1le was the great shinker
of the church, the ono imperatively neoded to interpret tho saving
significance of the life and death of Jesus she Uhrist, It was his
mission on tho one hand to deliver the church from the yoke of
Judaism, and on tho other to exhibit those fandamental traths con-
oerning tho place of Christ in the universe that were needed to
counteract heathen herosies which, even before his death, wure
threatening the cxistenca of the charch,

Johp, the disciplo whom Jesuns loved, was less flited by instinot
and temperament for the initiativa work done by the other two.
The tender charge committed to him by Jesus on the cross doubt.
leas kept him in Jernealem for many years. If Mary sarvived to

he age of eighty years, John could not have entered on his life.
work much before Peter and ’aul had completed theirs. IHis con.
templative, mystical mind oould not really fiud its appropriate
sphere of action until historical Christianity had become thoroughly
establiched. Iis interpretation of the theanthropioc life of Christ
natarally supplemented tho more outward narratives of the other
ovangelists, since it contemplated this life not so much in its
earthly aspect as in its divine relations and eternal signiticance,
Thas each of the Threo (ireat Apostles was called to do a distinc-
tive work that nouo other conld have done, and all together helped
o continue and complete the work that Christ Himsel! could nos
do except through human agents,

THLIR COMBINED 1MYLUENCE.

Detach from the New Testament writings those which were
compoeed direcily by I'eter, P’aal and John, together with thuse
which wers composed under their influence by their close com.
panions, such as tho writings of Mark, Luke, and tbe unknown
aathor of the Epistle to the Hebrewe, and the residum consiets of
Matthew's Gospel, and tho Llpistles of James and Jude. Ilot out
from our knowledge of the apostolic age the deeds and words of
thess throe, and tho rest is a virtual blank., Without them,
humanly speaking, Christianity would have been strangled in ite
infanoy. Next to the Master whom they served, and whose mission
they continued, their teachings lead to-day the world's highest and
purest religions thooght, and qaicken its spiritual life, This has
been their exalted privilege in every age subsequent $o their own,
and must 60 continae as long as Christisnity remains the soprems
revelation of Gad's love and purposes of grace toward a fallen and
sinfal homanity.

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL

International S. S. Lesson.
Lyssox XML =Gur's Love s tue Girr or Bis Sox.=Dee. 26,
A CHEISTMAS LESSON.
(1 John . g-10.}

Goroxs Text—** God 30 loved the world that he gave his anly
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life." — John 1ii. 16,

InTionreTios — Instead of selecting as vor Christmas lesson the
atory of Chriat's birth, wo havo tho story of the wonderful love of
God the Father in aending Hia Son Jeaus Christ into the world that
men might have lifo in Him.

Varsx uy Vensk 9. In this was manifested the love of God
toward us, becauso that God sent His only begotten Son into the
world, that wo mught live through Him.  John 1ii. 16- Rom. viii.
d2:1Jeknv, 11

11, Herein 1a love, not that we loved tiod, bint that He loved us,
and sent Hin Son to bo the propitiation for ourmins,  (Rom. v. s 101
Tit ni 3.1 Johnu. 2)

11 Beloved if taod eo loved uy, we ought also to love one
another. «Matt avuu 33, .John xv. 12, 12, 1 John su. 160

12, No man hath scen God at any time.  1{ we love onoa  ther
Godd dwelleth in us, and His love 18 perfocted 1n us.  «1.John.v. 20,
John 1. 1~ lJdohnu 5

13, Kerehy wo know that we dwell in Hun, and He 1a us,
becatnse He hath given un of s Spinit.  «John xiv. 200 1 John
w. 4.

13, And we have sten and do toatify that the Father sent the
Non te be the “aviour of the world  «lohn 1 14, 1 John 3, 4, 2,
John it 17

1% W hoaoever 1l confess that Jesus 1 the Son of God, God
dwellethin i, and hewm God  Rom. x. %3 Y.dohn v, 1, 5

16 And wo hiave hrown and hehieved the love that Ged hath to
us. tiod1slove . and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth 1a God,
and God in hum. (1 .John iv. S ;1. 24.)

The aitainment of John's idesl is not easy. If we pause and
look at oar imperfect welves, the ides ol lellowship with a pure
aud holy God seems almoat sacrilegious. But Danl teaches us
that by faith we can lay hold of the promises, and being purified
by the Blood, bo presented spotless belore the throne. \Vith this
joyfal truth in mind, we can sarrender ourselves to tho love which
sought us before we even knew of its existence, and be filled with
the fullnese of the Godhead,

(iod's Christmaas gift | how this conception of it uplifte, and
fills with grand harmonies this festival time of the year! The
angel’s song on the plains of Bethlehem swells on our listening
ears with new and overwhelming meaning: ** Oa earth p-ace,
good.will to men!”

CHRIST:1AN ENDEAVOR.
DAILY READINGS,

Firat Day—God's Love is the Gift of His Sun.—1 Johniv, 12

Second Day—*‘ The only begotten of the Father.”~Johni. 1.1

Third Day—The 1’romise of His Coming. —Isa. ix. 1 7,

Fourth Day—The Story of His Birth.— Luke ii. 1.20,

Fitth Day—God's Great Love for the World. —.John iii. 1-21.

Sixth Day—*¢I came . . . to save the world.” —Joha xii. 44 50.

Praver Meeriva Torie, Dec, 26~ What message did Christinas
bring you?* —Isa. lui. 1-12. (A Christinas song service suggested.)

L
s.

THE COMING OF THE KING.
META K. D, THORNE,

Good tidings! The Savioar is coming to dwell
With men! Hear the glad angels singing.

 (iaod tidinge of joy ! In harmonious swell
The angelio choras comes ringing.

** Penco—peace and good-will from your Saviovr and Lord !
With songs of rejoicing His name be adored !

Long ages have vanished, and yet the refrain
Rings aweetly ugain the glad story—

*Rejoice! Christ the Savionr is coming to reign,
Itlnming the world with liis glory.

The King in bis beauty will dwell among men;
Thioe eyes aball behold Him—He cometh again 1

In hearts where He dwelleth no evil can hide,
No sin and no heart-breaking sorrow,

Bat * peace like a river *’ and love shall abide,
Aund {aith that no troable will borrow.

O King, in thy beauty come reign in my heart,
And bid every image aanlike Thes depart !

Come, Kiog, in thy beauty, my whole being 81!,
To Thee all iny powers 1 surrender ; —

v mind, sounl and spirit, my heart and my will,
Subdae with Thine inflaence tender.

Powersed by Thee wholly, U Christ, Thou shalt sce
The kingdom of heaven begioniny in me.

A PROMISE.
¢ For uoto u3s a Child is bora, uato us a San is given; and the
government shall be upon His shouldera: and His name shall be
called Wonderful, Connsellor, The Mighty God, Tho Everlastiog
Father, The Prinoe of Peace.”"—Isaiah ix 6,

A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE.

* On earth peacs and good will.” The first notes of the angelic
strain shonld always be first in our hearts and on onr tongues,
**Glory to God ia the Highest " for He is the Author of all thiogs
and He only is the Anthor of the New Crestion, The Father of the
Son given, the I'rince of Peace, ** Thauks be unto God for His
unspeakable gq1ft."”

Prince ol Pesce, words of promiss> and prophesy, words in-
creasiny in interest every year. liow thrilliog they are to the
thonght{al to.day. Iiver since the carol was heard by the shep-
herds on tha hills of Bethlechem. The eye of faith has bsen look-
ing for peace on earth, long ago it had bten promised under a
Ring, who ahould rule in righteousness, arnd **of whose govern-
ment there should be no end,” now it was thought it had come.
Bat the King sent. the Son giten was not received, le was reo-
jected, killed, rose sgain and went away promising that he wonld
retauro.

Nioeteen handred Christmas dsys have como and gone and yet
the world is not at peace. Nover will roan coase to learn war
sgainet his {ellow while there is war in the heart. Not until the
law is written on their hearts will men be law.abidiog, never will
they bo reconciled to each other nntil they have been reconciled to
God,and this can onlybe accomplished by the preaching of Him
who is ** Oar P'eace.” * Being jastified by faith, we have peace with
Gcd.” These new {orces are all to be hailed as helpfcl tothe geand
result as were the external blessings in the world's condition when
Cbriet was boro.




Church News

(A1 corsmunizalions (o this column ought to
desent 10 the Bditor immediately after the
oceurrences (0 whAicA (Aey refer Aave taken

oface.]
MONTREAL NOTES.

At the quarterly cominunion 1w Eskine
church, laet Nunday, foriy-one new mem-
bers were received, three of whom were
ulso haptized. Every department of tho
work in this church shows eigns of pros.
perity. The (‘hristian Endesavor Society is
uotive, the Sanday School is growing, the
membetship is increasing and the seesion
i;daeking for tho election of seven new
cldere,

On Thureduy evening last the quarterly
meeting of the Local Christian Indeavor
Union was held in Lzskine church uud they
had the treat of an excellent addresa from
Dr. F. E. Clark, the founder of tho Scciety.
As might be expecied tho meeting was a
large oce and the occasion ono o! much
spiritaal power and prefit.

A few evenings ago the choir of the Tay-
for church sssisted by s number of well
known eoloista of the city gave au excellent
rendering of the cantata of * Ruth* in aid
of the choir fand. This cantata is com.
posed by Dean Carmichael, rector of 53,
George's church and Mr, T. -~ lllsley,
organist of the same chureh. There was a
ood attendance and all were delighted with
the evening's entertainment.

The oongregation of St. Andrew's church,
Huntiogdon, and the community generally
bas saffered a severe loes by the desth of
the late Dr. Allen Cameron. Dr. Cameron
represented the County for soveral terms in
the Local Legislature and for a number of
youars past has been a member ui the Council
of Pablic Iastruction. The funeral service
was conducted by the Rev. [, H. Hatchison
and tho Rev. Dr. Miur. The prcctssion
was the Iargeat ever seen in the district
though the roads were in a most nnfavour-
able condition, showing the high respect in
which ho was held, both for his private
virtues and his pablic servioes.

The Rev. John Mstheson, for the past
eighteen years pastor of Burn's cburced,
Martintown,in the Presbytery of Glengarey,
has resigned his cbarge mainly for personsl
reasons, As an expreseion of she fedliog ol
the members of hia congregation towards
him they bave presentod bim, before leav-
ing, with a complimentary adiress couched
in the warmest terms and accompsnied it
by aparse of over a hundred dollxrs. This
is the only charge Mr. Matheson has ever
eerved and he retires from it holding tho
respect and affection of bis people 1n tho
highest degree.

——

GENERAL.

Burnstown P’resbyterians have presented
their pastor, Rev. Mr. Graham with a fur
overcoat.

Tho Whitby Fresbyteris] of the W.F. M.
N, will hold their anniversary at Pickerine
Jan. I18th.

The Preabytery of ‘Toronto has nominated
tho Kev. James Carmichael, D1, of &1,
Andrew’s, King, as Moderator of the vext
General Aucmbly.,

Moruingside congregation was acparated
from the charge of Fern .\ve. and Morning.
side, on Tueaday last, and placed under tho
care of the Home Mission Committee.

The congregation of the Oshawa I'reaby.
torian Church hasextended a unanimouscall
to Rev. James B. Hadges, B.A | of Tilbury.
The stipend offered 3a 31.10) per annum.

The avnusl **At Home™ of the Literary
and Theological Society of Ruoa College
Toronto was  held on  Friday evening.
Abour cight hundred guests wero present
and the affair was a great auccess,

Permission has been givea St Paul'a con.
gregation, Toroute, to remove thar church
building from 1ts prescit aite feom thecorner
of Bathurat St aud Barton Ave., and to
mortgage the new church wroperiy to the
amount of &2,8um,

Rev. Neil Curnn war inducted nto the
pastoral charge of East Lake, Ainahe, in the
Yreabytery of Inverness, N. 8, on the 16ith
ull. The congregation of Middle River is
atill vacant and {ooking for an woceplable
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preacher i English and Gaelie. The
mission station of Raddech Forks is a similar
ficld, but not able to support a minister
without constderable hielp from the Augmen
tation Food. Hoth Oeclds aro supplied at
present by Rov. M. A. McKenvsie, lately of
tirand River, C.R,, which is also vacant.

Tho resignation of Rev. R, U, Tibb was
acceptad by the Toronte Presbytery, and
Rev. Wm. Meiklo will declaro tho polpit of
Fern Ave. vacant on the firet Sabbath of the
new year. Rev. A, Muctiillivray 10 interim
Moderator of Seaston,

Chalmers® Church, Toronto, was crowded
at both services laat Sabbath. Rev. Mr.
Mactlements chose as his subject for the
motaing sermon * Tho Burning Bush,” and
for thu evening * Christ wounded in tho
housoe of His Friends.”

At the communien services recently held
by Mr. Ccezier at Grand Valley and South
Luther thirty four were received intochurch
{ellowship, vis ,—six at Graod Valley and
twenty eight and South Luther. All but
two f theao were received on profcasion of
faith.

On Wedncaday afternon, Nov. 24th, Rev.
Mr. Strange was ordained and inducted into
the pastoral charge of Virden congregation.
Rev, Mr. Mason, Douglas, presided, Rov.
Mr. McLean, Osk Lake, addressed the con.
gregation and Rov. My, Ferry, Chater,
addresscd the minister.

After hearing tho representations of the
Commissioners from St. Andrew’s and St
Paul's, Vaugban, the Presbytery of Toranto
unanimously deciled not to rclease Rev,
Chas. A. Campbell fran that charge. The
copgregations made very strong representa.
tione of loyalty and affection.

At thoe leat meeting of the ‘loronto Pres.
bytery the recommendation of a Committeo,
that the U'resbytery aimply note the rocep-
tion of the document purporting to be the
final decision of the Synodical Commission
in the matter of the Cowan Ave., church
site, but take no action upoo it meantime,
waa adopted.

St. James’ church, Stouffville, aud Mel-
ville church, Markham, united in a very
upanimous call to Mr. J. C. Wilson, B.A,,
liccntiate, who has been supplying the pulpit
for some months. Mr. Wilson, however,
declined the call, and leave was given the
copgregation to again seek moderation when
they are prepared to go forward.

On Sabbath, Dec. Hth tho I'resbyterian
Church at Union Point, Msn., was re.
opened, Rov. Dir. liryen of Winoipeg con-
ducting the services. Duriog the last fow
months the church has been rebuilt, the
total cost of the work haviog been con-
tributed by the people of the settlement
and the congregation hope shortly to have a
settled pastor.

The auniversarv services held at Rotheay
on Sunday and Monday Dec. 5th and G:h
wero very sucoessful Rer, J. M. Aull of
T'almerston preached on Sunday to larga
audiecces. Oa Monday cvening a social
was held when & good programme was pre-
sented. The proceeds amountiog to over
one hundred dollars, will go towards payiag
off the church debt.

On Thunday, Dec. 2ad, Rev. J. Matheson
who has resigaed the charge of Martintown
and Williamstown after eighteen yoars of
faithful service, was preeented with an
address and & purse containiog §105 by the
members of the Martintown congregation
and oo the following Tuesday evening the
Williamstown congregation also presinted a
well filled purse aa a token of their eatoem.

Appointmenta of Rer. D. Mactisllicray 1S,
A., of Honan during the month of Jasuary
1808, 10 the Preshyviery of Huron- -Jan 2ad,
Thames Roadand Kirkton, Jan. 3¢d, Hensal;
Jan. dth, Chieelhurat; Jan. Sth, Kippen:
Jao. Gth, Hills Greea: Jan. 7th, Raytield
Road and Blake; Jan. Mth Baytield and
Uothany : Jan. 10th, Edmondsille: Jawn.
11th baffs Church, »te., Rillop ; Jan, ¥2th,
Talvin  Chureb, Winthrop ; Jan. 13th,
Chnton :.Jan. 14th, Landrabaroand Hullett;
Jan. Iith, Kanox Church, Goderich; Jdan.
I1Nth, W.E.M., Preabytery and Goderich.
Jan. 19°h, Smith il and Mancheater; Jan,
20th, Mitchell.

Rer. Wm, Seatt died at his reudence
Chatlottetown. 1'.E.L., after a brief illncss
an Naturday, Dec. 4th, aged 3 years
Dleceastd was a aative of Ircland and was
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educated in the Belfast Presbyterian College.
In 1853, Mr, Scott was ardained minister of
81, Fustache, near Montreal whero he
remained for someo vears, guing from thero
to St Sylvester, tue,  His subscquent
pastorates wero Ray Chnleue, N B, Bedeque
and St Peter's Road, I 1.1, Faihiog health
compelled him to rchinguish uctive secvice
eight yvoars a0, and suce that time he has
resided in Charlottetown. o leaves ono
son snd two duughters.

SARNIA PRESBYTERY.

This Preabytery held the quarterly meet-
ing in Strathroy on Tuesdey, Tih Deo., at
9 a.m., Mr. Livingaton, Modermator, in the
ohsir. The unnutes wero read snd sus.
tained.

A commuamention was read from tho
Agent of the Aged sad lofirm Mioisters'
Fund, atkiog the I'resbytery's on.opera.
tion to sdvanoe its interests, I8 was
agreed on motion of Dr. Thompeon to pre.
sent the claims of the Fund to the various
congregations along with tho other zchemes
of the charch.

An interesting circular from Mr. Robert-
son, Sapt. of the Missions in the Northwess,
was read stating the increasing claims aod
the presens daties of the Ilome Misgion
Committes and nrging the I’resbytery to
largely increase financially the aperations
daring the present year. The 1'reabytery
agreed on motion o! Mr. Haddow, seconded
by Mr, Jordan that the memberas of the
Preabytery be instructed to urge upon their
congrogations the pressiog claims of this
Faod.

A camrzugication was read {rom the
Presbytery of Kamloops intimating that
the Presbytery, acting upon his own ocon-
festiop, han suspended the Rev. Peter Soots
from exercising the offices of the Christian
ministry or any parts thereof nntil such
time as the Presbytery deets it wise to re-
move the suspension.

The Presbytery tben took up considera-
tion of Mr. Cathbertson’s resigoation of his
charge of Wyoming and I’lympton laid on
the table atlust ordinary mecting. Resolu-
tions were read :

From the Wyoming congregation passed
at a congregational meeting held Nov. 25th,
1897 : and {from the Plympton copgrega-
tion, Sonth I'lympton, passed Nov. 25tb,
18497,

The {ollowing delegatcs presensed them-
selves ; Mr. John Dewsr, representiog the
seaion of Plympton and Mr. James McEwen
the congiegation of Plywmpton, and Mr.
Robt. Rae, the congregation and session of
Wyoming. Thete werc heard in reference
wo the resigomation and expressed their
esteam for Mr. CaibLarteon.

The following motion was submitted by
Dr. Thompson ard ordered to be entered
on the records:

**In receiving the resigoation of the Rev.
Geo. Cuthberison, eo long = minister of this
church and a member of this court, this
Presbytery desirea to put on record its sensc
o! bishigh personal character asa Christian
minister, his long and able servicea render
¢d #0 ungradgiogly to the church whoee
interests he had deeply at heart. la adii.
tion to his pastoral laborahe has acted aw
Clerk of Presbytery for thitty-four years,
first in the undivided London Presbyter,
and afterwarde in the ’resbytery of Sarnin
sivoe its fonadation. Theses daties he has
diecharged with fidelity and to the fall
satislaction of all his brethren. \We regret
that now the weighs of years avd consider-
ation of physical health render his retive-
ment from active work a neceesity. \We.
his brethren in the wotk of the l.ord, gindly
bear witotss to liin fidelity and zeal, his
ability as a preacher of the Word, tho
appreciation in which his pastoral labors
have been held by the people among whom
he ministered, the value cf his coapsel in
all our church courts and more especially
wn our owxn_ D'resbytery. Iis geoislity of
manner and loving disposition bave helped
his brethren through the tedium of many a
weary hour. Daring all these years huhan
maintained the most intimate and kindly
relations to all bis brethren, who now deep-
Iy vegret the necessity of his removal from
among them. They thank the head of the
charch for all his works of fasth and labora
of love and pray that his remaining days
msay be passed in tho happy serenity of the
evening, {all ol years and cf honcr, and
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that we who remsin moay be stitnulated by
hin cxample. Wo also eIpross our sym-
puihy for his tlock now left without u shep-
herd and auleo pruy thas he may ba guided
duriog their vacuncy and led to makes wise
choice of one who will carry on the good
work to which onr brother has given wo
much of his s*rength and loving service.*

The next moeting of Presbytery wss ap-
peinted to be held in S8, Aadrew’s charch,
SNurnia, on the second ‘f'ueadsy of March,
1898, ut 11 a. m.

The Preabytery ugain meta ) p. m.

Mr. Daly intimated that he had moder.
atod & cull in favor of Mr, Cockburn, st
Black Creek, Plum Ureek and Gathrie
churches, migned by eighteen membors and
seventy.s1x sdherents, promising §600 and
manse, and sskung aid of the sugmentation
fond to tho amount of $150

Mr, Livingstone was authorized to mod-
ate 10 a call at Cornnoa and stations if
called upon before nexs ordioary meeting of
Presbytery.

At tho request of the P’reebytery Mr.
¢ athbertson agreed o retain the clerksbig
aunt:] after the next ordinary meeting in
March next. The meetiog was closed with
tho benediction.

Ggo. CoTangxrsos, Clerk.

SARNIA PRESBYTERIAL SOCIETY.

The second convention of the Sarnia 'rea
hyterinl Socicty way begun Monday morning
Dec. 6ith, iu $t. Andrews Ireshyterian
church, Strathroy, at 10.30 o'clock. The
Society includes all tho Young Vooplce
Bocieties within the bounds of the I'resby-
tery of Narma, over thirty in all, with a
total membership of over 1,200. The chair
wag oocupied at the morning session by the
P'rosident, and devotional exsrcises were con
ducted by Rev. S. G, Livingstone, Modsretor
of J'resbytery. Tho service of song was
arranged in printed form apd was much
cnjoyed.

The firet paper read was or ke Import-
ance of Pludgas in Christian Nervice.™

This was followed hy a discumion on the
paper led by Rev. R. Drinnan, of Camlachie,
who emphasized the importance of looking
into the pledye and studying it with a view to
hetter oleerrance. (no should not thought.
leasly or ignorantly take the pledge, and a
pledee whea taken shoold be kept. We
should remember that che promise 1a to our
L.ond, the cansciousncaa of this will keep us
faithiul. The next paper was on * Tha
) oung 'eoplo‘sNacicty a part of the Church,”
emphass ngtha fact that the Younc People’s
Society in as much a part of the Church as
the Sanday achool or anv other orgauzzition.
The paper dealt very fully with the work ot
the Y.I%N, and its duties, the duty of the
members as individuals, of the Chureh to
tho Nociety.  Greater loyalty to the Church
was urged and conetant rememberancaof the
wrat phrase of the I'ledge, ** Trusting in the
L.ord Jesus Chriat {or strength.” A lengthy
dircussion followed in which many good
pn'a were hrought out, after which the
acssion closed with the benediction.

The evening meeting opened with a song
service afiter wheeh Rex. W, (5. Jordan con-
ducted devolionalexe: isee.  The firat paper
read, ** How ta create aod austain an
intereat in Mismona * brooght forth some
very bnght and helpful idean.

The ntstement that * Lack of inwsionaty
7eal 12 due 1o wne or two thinge, either lack
of information or lack of consecration,” was
discamed and the thought emphasired that
mnfermanion led te cnnaecration, and often to
the saving +f the indivadoal.

How tu ahitain the necessary infarmation
wan taken up and different methods sog
geated.  Cine tneuzht suggested was the
&owminean 0f 4wl th permitting us to be co
workers with him It was hoped that all
Chriatiana nught 1o imbued with the spinit
of Ur Gerant of Persis, when he declared,
1 are niet g up to the yrdiment seat,
until | have done my utmest tn promote
1te hanglem of Goln the eanth.”

An interesnrg paper »n * The members’
art 1o the Chnstian Eodeavar meeting,”

cacrbed the four L. Teren? ~lasres of mem-

bera Honerary, aclive, associate and atten.
dant, a3 belengine 1 ane great Iamily, with
one Master oven ! hrut.  The lcilees of cach
cisvves were menticned and tho spehaal
obligations of the aclive members Jdwelt
ujn,
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Itav. Thomas Corbott, has remgned from
the pastoral charge of tho Presbyterian
church in South Richmond, N.B,

Rov. Mr. Kuowles being confised to has
houso aufforing from a severo cold, Rov. Mr
Gilmour, of Almonwe, nreached 1n Stewarton
Prosbyterian church, Ottawa, last Sabbath.

‘The congregation of Zion church, Hull,
decided that 1nstead of the sunual dianer,
they would this year give as a thankoffertng
the amount required, and as a result thosumn
of $117 was laid upon the plate last Ssbbath

Miss Margavet McKellar, M. 1), addresscd
a large congregation in Ni Andrew's I’res
bytenian Church, London, Sabbath after.
noon on mission work in Indis. lHer
discourse wasx one of deep interest, and
delivered in au eloquent manner.

Rev. Dr. Armatrong preached in Knox
church yesterday morming and in St
Aundrew's church Ottawa in the evening.
At St. Andrew's charch 1)r. Armstroag
delivered a acholarly snd carnest sddress
upon the permanency of a Christian's joy.

A verv impressive communion service was
held in Enakine church Meaford on Sunday
Dec. Sth, when twenty.six new members
were rcceived, thirteen Yy certificate and
thirteen on profession of faith, Thia is the
first communion service held sioce the
induction of the Rev. § . Eastman as
paator.

Rev. Robt. Johnston gave the third talk
of his serios on **The Iiigrims’ Progress,”
with stereoptican views at the Auditorium,
London lat Sunday afternoon. After a
brief resume of tho two previous addresser,
Mr. Johoston epake of Christan's climbing
tha ¢ Hill of ditliculty.” of his visit to tho
¢ j*alare Beautiful,” of his imprisonmeat in
¢ Vanity Fair,” and of the martyrdom of
Faithful. From that point, ** The Way of
Life” will be continued next Sunday.” A
{eature of the service is that the hymns and
gcripture lesson are thrown on the canvae,
s0 that all may see them with care, and as
a resolt the congregational saging s
excellent.

The anniversary services at St. Pauls
church, Oitawa, last Sabbath were well
attended and the sermons at both services
were excellent.  Appmpriate music was
rendered. Rev. . M. Remeay proached in
the morning an:d Rer. W. T. Herridga in
the evening. Rev. Mr. Ramsay preached
from John xiv. 1: ¢ Let not your heart he
troubled ye heliave in God believe also in
me.”" Jesus had just warned His disciples
that He wa sonn to leave them, Therefore
their hoarts wera traubled and He exhorted
them to trust in Gad.  Mr. Ramsay pointed
oul. Faith in (.~ is not quite tho same
thing as faith in Christ. They who beliess
in Christ, have learnt to have faith in God.
¥Men are inore easily led to have confidence
in men. They are alivo to ths concerne ¢f
their properiy and their life but not to these
of thosoul. Andif we do real-ze the value
nf the aoul, all the less likely are wo to trust
1n Godd unless we are cocvincod that e is
trustworthy. le God trustworthy ? asked
the epeaker. What is His cheracter? il
word and His worke declare H.ui to be pere
fectly righteous, all-powerful and all.wise.
Is He not ahaolutely trustworthy? His
createst promise, moreover, was that of the
Meesiah and this He has abunnantly {ulfilled.
May we not reat assured, then, that if wo
tzust in His San, Ha will {ul6il the promise
of salvation? Shosld we not find peace in
the promise that all things work togeilier
for good ta them that love Him™ 1f Abrahan,
trusted Him with the child of his hopes, 1y
wo nat trunt all thingsinto Hishands ™ Rer.
W, T. Heeridge 1n his scrmon in the evening
chove for hie text Acta 3. 6: ** He lodgeth
with one 8imon a tanner whoso hotso is by
the sea side. hin shall tell theo wmhal thou
ocughtest o da.”*  The person teforted to i
Peler and Mi. Herndgo in o¢numeating upon
the verso aaid 1hat the possibility of redeen.
irg manshoould mske hm dearto hinfellows
Chnat chonses whom the warld has apumed
1 we intend ta do the work «f the Master
wo must never be fastidions of our surreand
inga, 1t would boa very wad thirg if God
did not lore us more than we love one
another.

WHAT IS RHEUMATISM 2

The Cause of Those Dread-
ful Aches and Pains.

ACIDITY IN THE BLOOD NEUTRA*
LIZED AND RHEUMATISM
CURED.

Do you know what is meaut by tho aches
and paius of Rheumatism—swollea jointe,
sharp, agon zing twinges which afect tho
army, back sud lips, ~ausiog misery day
and oight?

Rhboumatiam ix one of tho moat paintul
diseascs to which the human race is subject,
aud medical skill has dope its uimost to
conquer the disease.  Hundreds of different
remediea have been provided in tho form of
hniments and other local applications, but
theae mediciues give only temporary relief
Ttic best suthoritics admit that rheurnatiom
is a distasc of the blood. It is caused by
acidiiy of the vital flutd, which produces
ivflanunation in the jointe and the torturiang
sgony which atllicts the sufferer.

Tho only cure for rheumatism is in
acutraliziog this acid snid making the blood
pure. The great success of Hood’s Sarsa-
paritla in the most severe cases of rheama.
tism proves that this is the true way to cure
the trouble. Hood's Sarsaparilla is the One
True Blood Punificr. It is especially pre.
pared for the purpose of purifying and
entiching the blood, and it is a positive cure
for all diseasea which havo their origin in
impure Llood. Thousands of testimonials
have becn watten by people who have been
cured of theumatiam by this medicine, and
many times asecond Jetter has been received
years afterwards, atating that the cure was
permacent.

RIUELUMATIC FEVER,

*Four years ago my little daucater,
Hattic May, had a scvere attack of rheu-
matic fever, duriog which the attending
physician for twenty-four houra would not
givo us any hope of her recovery. She was
80 sick that she could not bear the weight
ot the bedclothing, which had to be sup-

ported by pillows bolstered up around her.
After the illocss had pasaced she was in

A VERY WEAK CuNDITION,

and had to lLie carried from one recom to
another, and in fact could aot use her hands
or her feet.  Her koee and auvkle joints as
well as tho joints of her fingers and tocs,
wete ay purple as when bruised. The
docter ceared his visits about Thankegiviog
and it was not uatil the {following zpring that
aho could walk from onc room to another,
I cave her Hood's Sarsaparilla and she took
four buttles inall.  \We saw an improvement
in her condition before she had takea all of
the finat bottle. iHer general

HMEALTIE §< Nty Gond

acd ahe has not had any rheamatic troable
since lat spriog.  Her !'.um.-nd ankles are
regaining their atrength.  \When 1 told the
doctor 1 wasgiving her Hood's Sarsaparilla,
he aad that it was not anly the best thing
we could dn, bat the beat Sarsaparilla that
she vould take.  We donoz thind she would
ever have regained the ure of her limba is
aho had nat taken Hood's Sarsaparilla. 1
came to pivo the modicine to her as the
tosnit ol ny own

SATIS) GTORY INFEARIENF,

with it reveral vears Lelore 1 had no
sppetite and euflered & 1ernbic distress in
my stcuach after eating.  After takiog
Hoxls Sannaparnila I was rehirved.  Now
have grear faith in the medicine™ Mrs
Frerwas Renexre, 30 Bridge St., DBelfmt,
Maine.




