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OUR YOUNG MEN.

The chuarch and the world expect auch from young men. To them in the hour
of danger a country iooks fur the defence of its altars and its homes; on them ex.
pectation waits for inteliigent advance in the arts of peace, while the upward
and onward course of a nativn depends un the gifts and graces of its sons.  When
the juvenility of boyhood rip:nsinto the maturity of manhuod the features assume
that aspect, that displays the kind of man, and foreshadows the activns to be ex-
pected of him 5 8o the complexion and general aspect of the coming age, may be
gathered from the prevailing sentiments current amung the young men of a
country. Iope yencils a golden future, or fear darkens the back-ground with
threatening clouds of convulsion and sturms, according to the discuvery of the pres.
ence or absence of mental strength, moral power and noly principle, in the actors
now rehearsing their parts, and preparing fur activn on the stage of life. Ilence
the importance of the period of yvuth; and the justification of every hunest effort
to implant correct principles, and aid the developement of suber-mindedness
among the young. The ship that outrides the storm and enters purt has been
trimmed for the voyage ¢ ell ballasted and thoroughly equipped ; and man in the
prosecution of the voyage >t life, must have under due control and regulation,
those puwers with which God has endowed him. The regulation of the soul un-
der the influence of true religion, will effectually guard all the best interests of our
nature. T'he choice of Christ as a leader will effectually decide the direction
which the journey through life will take; so that when the height of manhood is
gained, with its powers, oppurtunities, prospects and duties, the journey shall be
continued in the same heaven-ward directiun. the valleys and the mountains that
lie in the way being crussed and passed in the stroag confidence that he will
guide with his counsel and afterwards receive to glory. It is not, huwever, an un
reasonabie fear, that the early promise may Le nipped, and the blussum go up as
dust, for many a youth, that scemed to set vut for heaven, has abanduned all evi-
dence of such an issue, and lift, * up his heart to vanity. ‘The ficld that has been
sown with good seed, and which betukens a cuming harvest, may be visited by a
killing frost, as the goud sced of principle may be blasted and destroyed by the
blighting influence of temptation. The siructure commenced in hopeful circum-
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stances may be left unfinished—the column broken off—not by the rude hand of
death, byt by the desolations of moral evils. Since it is so, we are disposed to
exhort young men to be sober-minded. The slightest observation of society in
Canada must have convinced the observer of the need, among young men, of the
recognition of the restraints of lawfu! authority. No manis a law to himself to do
what is right in his own eyes. The blessing of home is salutary ; but loyalty to
its laws is exacted before it yields its rewards. Ilonmour thy father and thy
mother, The yearning of the true parental heart is, may Gud Almighty bless
the lads. The family tye is one of affection, and is not to be rudely cut and its
cords cast from us. Society will be broken up, if its mutual relationships are
destroyed. Passing in view from an earthly home, to the universal care of the
Almighty Parent, his claim of government must be joyously recognized, since God
loves with more than the tenderness of a mother. llis fear is productive of good,
and the confessor of it in the hour of temptation, will ask; how can I do this
great wickedness and sin against God 2

Self-denial exercised in aarly life, will tend to mature a character fruitful in aly
that is lovely and of good report. Youthful passion must be curbed. The rein
must not be thrown loose on the neck of insatiable desire. The current of opinion
may run strong towards sgratification. There is however a line drawn by the
hand of the Highest, that is marked,—Thus far shalt thou come, and no farther-
To break beyond that enclosure, is to fall among serpents; the poisonous brood
will fasten on the right hand of mental energy, and men will look for a speedy
death of character, of joy and of love; then, only a miracle of grace can shake off
the viper of sin into the fire. True pleasure consists in the lawful use of what
God permits. The appreciation of food is sure to him who makes a temperate
supply enough, but the gormand, by the very gratification of his sensuality,
unfits himself for its enjoyment. The speed therefore of fast young men, carries
them quite beyond the spot, on which a bounteous Creator has spread the feast of
pure satisfaction. The high pressure to which the powers of their nature is
brought by an unholy pursuit of sinful pleasure, must issue in 2 fearful colapse,

Wo therefore come to lay down a few cautions,—the utterance we trust of
love,—for the highest good of those who shall soon fill important spheres in so-
ciety. A lighthouse should built on the rock of danger, more especially when
every tide leaves a wreck.

Beware of feasting the soul with deleterious food. The mind of man is his glori-
ous distinction. The spirit of the beast goeth dowaward, but the spirit of man
goeth upward. Faculties that wear the stamp of an immortal birth are not to be
perverted or destroyed. The practice, which we fear is a widely prevailing one,
of novel and romance reading, is damaging the mental powers, and destroying
the souls of multitudes. Light and trashy books are to be met with in every
corner. The work of deterioration is rapidly completed under the potent spell of

" this enchanter. Ilome influences and steady industry go to the wall, and rash
adventure, and deeds of blood are crowned for homage. Nothing can so unfit for
the real duties of life, as the distorted views of it current in modern fiction. The
steaming putrescence of sin, is disgnised by the frankincense offered to men-made-
heroes. The well is poisoned for truth is not there. Pictures morally vile make
their impressions on the soul ; examples utterly abomiuable are copied, since the
mind confined to these models, shapes after their fashion. When years arecon-
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sumed in gazing into the shifting kaleidoscope of the tale-maker rather than into
the unveiled glories of God’s universe, the mind is left childish, dwarfed and
weak, not philosophical, strong and healthy. We question if in some classes of
society, the labours of the pulpit have been more directly negutived by the curse
of strung drink itself, than by the insipidities of o fashionable literature. Many
a soul under conviction of sin ; has, we fear, lust in the mazes of a plot, all sight of
its own tremendous responsibilities, and grieved away the Spirit of God. The
evidence of our courts of justice, and the confessions of the cundemned cell, estab-
lish our averment as to the blinding, intuxicating, and deceiving puwer of a
fascinating but unhealthy literature. Books of sterling value, high in moral tone,
and wide in the range of topic invite the perusal of the scarcher fur truth—while
towering above them all is the King of bouks; whereunto if 2 Young Man take
heed he will cleanse his way.

Shun the companionship of those whose pursuils are debasing. A man is known
by the company he keeps. In our nature there are tendrils that shoot out to
wind around some ohject dear to the heart. The friendships of youth are usually
the warmest and the strongest. An ungudly companion is like a stone round the
neck of a drowning man, unless it is thrown off he will sink with it. Nothing
can so much blunt the edge of truth as the sarcasm and ridicule of companions.
Blessed is the mau that walketh not in the counsel of the ungudly, nor standeth
in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. The companion of
fools shall be destroyed. The excitement of suciety may keep up a life prolonged
laugh, to be succeeded by weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth. Come
with us, is the eagerly caught invitation—my son, if sinners entice thee censent
thou not. Our young men in towns and cities, have in this age the advantage of
forming connections with Christian associativns—organizations in our view,
forming a shield of defence from the dangers and temptations of our large cities ;.
and which have furnished wide scope for the strong and buoyant energies of
youth, in spreading the gospel of Christ.

Avoid frequenting places where sinful habils are furmed and indulged. These ars,
the theatre—the ball-room—the gambling table—the drinking saloou—the house
that is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of death. Flee youthful.
lusts. Put away all these, revelling, drunkenness and such like, for they that do
such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. We enter not on the consider-
ation of the particulars implied in this advice; it is however necessary, to ex-
press our view of the course that leads to success, in every bold effurt to hurl away.
the bands of iniquity. Strong resvlution and holy purpuse must spring up heneath
the shadow of the cross of Christ. Victory is won through grace. Augostine
was in his youth “inflamed, to be satiated with infernal fires” but God’s grace
triumphed: he says, I ascribe it to Thy grace that thou hast melted my sins as
ice is melted.” ¢ Thy truth was distilled into my heart ; the flame of piety was
kindled, and my tears flowed for joy.”’ The early resolution of Wilberforce was,
first, to *fly to God for pardon, pleading the bloud of Jesus ;”” and secondly, when
tempted to despair, still to cleave to the trath, ¢ Christ is mighty to sace.” This
sets the way befure the soul, through which it rises to immorta! youth. The
_oblest ambition fires the heart. There is an angel there, said the Sculptor,
pointing to a block of marble, and I must let him out: Young Men,—workers for
Lternity,~let the strokes of the hammer of time bring out traces of celestial.
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beauties in your character ; and when men shall say of you “ A man is dead ;"
Angels shall sing, “ A child is born.”

FATHER CIIINIQUY.

The visit recently paid to Canada hy this remarkable man, has excited so much
interest in relation to his past career and his present position, that we know we
shall perform an acceptable service if we attempt to supply some information on
these points.

Father Chiniquy is a French Canadian by birth; but he was born under hap-
pier auspices than most of his countrymen, for Ais father read the Scriptures. 1lo
remembers how, when he was but nine years of age, a priest came to the house,
and demanded the sacred volume to be given up to him. The reply was, “ You
came in by that door (pointing to it), and you ean go out by it "’ The Bible,
and the right of private judgment, were claimed in these words. In sucha home,
without doubt, were sown the seeds of that resistance to Episcopal authority,
which has brought the son of this bold man into open hostility to Rome. Yet
the lad was consecrated to the service of the Church, and was educated for that
purpose in the College at Quebec. After spending some time in St. Roch’s, he
was appointed curé of Beauport, a large parish immediately belew Quebee. It
was there that he commenced that advocacy of the cause of 'emperance, to which
he has devotad so much of his life, and which has given him such a vast influence
over his race. DPrevious to these labours, the French Canadians were fearfully
addicted to drunkenness. Impressed with the magnitude of the evil, Father
Chiniquy corresponded on the suhject with Father Matthew, to ascertain what
was the method of operations by which he had wrought such wonders in Ireland;
and, adopting the same plan, he opened the campaign in Canada, in 1845 or 1846.
At first, he was opposed by the other priests and the bishops, whose own prac-
tice was rarely that of abstinence, but they yielded to his arguments and appeals,
and generally went at the head of their flucks to receive the pledge at his hands,
Father Chiniquy was eminently qualified for a service of this character. With
abundant physical strength, of an ardent and active temperament, winning in
his manners, and of consummate power as a popular orator, he was just the man
to turn the current of a people’s tastes and habits. Accordingly, he was detached
from his own cure, and proceeded, under Episcopal sanction, from parish to
parish, on a mission of temperance. It was, in the Catholic sense, a religious
movement. Ile gathered the people together always in the chureh, his addresses
were sermons, and the pledge was taken by kissing the crucifix after repeating
the words of the vow. Iis career, in this work, was one of constant success.
-QOften, the whole parish came out to bid him welcome and farewell, the sides of
the roads being decorated with green boughs, as their custom is at any great
festivity ; and nearly the whole population in each place, when he left them, had
taken the pledge. For seven years he laboured in this manner, until he had
traversed almost every part of Lower Canada. All this time he was a fervent
Romanist. Ile had taken the stricter vows of the Péres Oblals, an order akin to
that of Jesuits. And he was especially virulent against the * Swiss,”” as the
French Protestant missionaries are called, the founders of these missions having
come from Switzerland, and the word serving as a nickname, for it means also,
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amongst the French Canadiaus, & chipmunk! owover, the early leaver was still
8o far working in him, that, in o public discussion with the Rev. Mr. Roussy, of
the Grande Ligne Mission, he took the uncommon position, that the Church of
“Rome docs allow her children to read the Scriptures. As a specimen of his inter-
pretations at this time, we muy mention that, in order to show that Secripture
alone was not sufficient, he claimed the well-known passage, ¢ T'o the Law and to
the Testimony,” &e., as confirming his doctrine ; the  Law,” said he, meaning
the written word, and the “ Testimony,” tradition !

About the year 1851, Father Chiniquy left Canada for Illinois. A distillery
had been burnt by some persuns in St. yacinthe, over-zealous in the temperance
cause, and the crime was laid at his door. 1Iis friends say that the priests and
bishops were very jealous of his great and growing papularity ; the ecclesinstics
allege, now, that there were scandals attaching to him, that made his removal
necessary.  For, it may not be known to all who read these lines, that a priest
may he guilty of gross vice, but so lung as he is faithful to the Church, he is not
degraded from his office ; while, let his life be never so pure, if he renounce the
authority of the IToly See, he is cut off without merey. In this case, at all events,
the Bishop of Montreal, Monscigneur Ignace Bourget, gave him strong letters
of commend tion, in French and in Latin, to his brother-bishop at Chicago, and
presented him with a chalice as a personal mark of favour.

Illinois was selected as Father Chiniquy’s future destination, because already
a considirable colony of French Canadians had been Younded at Kankakee, on
the Central Railroad, about 70 miles from Chicago. The emigration of the over-
flowing population of Lower Canada to the United States, is a constant source of
grief to their vigilant spiritual fathers. Every thing is done to prevent it. The
subdivision of the patrimonial farm i3 encouraged, until the soil, so unskilfully
cultivated, refuses to nourish the numerous tribe living upon it, few and simple
as their wants are. Colonization within Canada is then tried, and Government
has not been sparing of its aid in granting lands and opening roads. The people
are, naturally and traditionally, passionately devoted to their native country, and
from the pulpit they are told a fearful tale of the perils of a life beyond the border.
Yet, notwithstanding all, a large number of the young, the intelligent and the
adventurous, go forth to find a new home, where they can have, as Father C. says,
‘““space, bread and liberty.” To get rid of a man who was becoming troublesome
at home, and at the same time to employ him in keeping those wandering sheep
within the true fuld, was no doubt considered a master-stroke of policy. But it
has nat turned out as was expected.

In 1852, Father Chiniquy founded a new French Canadian colony, at St.
Anne's, 12 miles from Kankakee. To preserve intact the national and religious
traditions of his people, and at the same time to secure to them material pros-
perity, were the ohjects of his awubition. Ile wrote to his fellow countrymen,
urging them to follow him, and, though his plan was not fuvoured by the priests
in Canada, he succeeded in attracting some 300 families to the settlement. It is
in a well-chosen tractof prairie land, and has athriving aspect. In the village, the
people had buile a frame church, holding 1,200 persons ; underneath it were the
schools.  The Father himself lived in a good house of hiis own, built indeed partly
with his own hands. In temporul matters and in spirityal he was the guide of
his flock, trusted and beloved.
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Such was the state of things in St. Anne’s, when the Bishop of the Diocese,
Munseigneur O'Regan, an Irishman, visited tho parish, some time in 1856, 1o
saw, admired and coveted Father Chiniquy's goodly dwelling bouse, and claimed
that it should be made over to him for the uses of the Church. The demand was
firmly resisted, and thus commenced the alienation, which has been growing
wider every day since that time. Wo have not space to recount all that has
passed between Father C. and his people, on the one hand, and Monseigneur
O'Regan, his successors, Bishops Smith and Duggan, and the doputizs from the
Canndian bighops, on the other. The events, ns they tranepired, were recovded
in our newspapers; and Pather Chiniquy’s recent lecture in the St Lawrence
IHall, in this city, which gives so minute an account of all the transaetions, has
come into every one's hands by the same means, 1t is abundantly evident, that
neither priest nor people knew what they ware duing, when ne refused his house,
and they sustained him in so dving. Ay he most frankly acknowledges, Gud has
brought him outof the Church, against his own will. The consequences of rebel-
lion have sometimes appeared to him se rearful, and the ties that bound him to
the Church have been so strung, that he has made unworthy though gualified
acts of submission. But when these have been made but stepping-stones to fur-
ther demands, his manhood hag reasserted itself, and by such repeated conflicts
he seems at length to have been brought tv athurough renuanciation of the Church,
and the adoption of the Word, as his guide. There have been so many disap-
pointments with converted priests, that we must needs be cautious, and wait the
issue. Just as a slave, accustomed all his life lung to dependence and submis-
sion, is embarrassed by the acquisition of freedom, and sometimes flies back to
bondage because unable to take care of himself,—so ons reared up in the Church
of Rome, and deeply imbued with its spirit, is often at a luss when required to
think and decide independently, and may either retura to her bosom, or go into
the farthest estremes of unbelief. Slavery and Pupery do their best to destroy
true manhood.  Bat “with God all things are possible.” Ile has set manz free,
and they bave become free indeed.

There are many things that give us hope in the present instance. Father
Chiniquy is 2 man of much native courage and resvlution. e was, as a child,
impregnated with the idea of the supremacy of the Surintures. The authority of
the Church lost all sacredness in his eyes, when she so shamelessly trampled on
his personal rights as & man, and supported her tyranny by repeated falsehuod.
We cannot search the heart; but after hearing him in public and in private, we
are impressed with the iden that he is a sincere man,—one who loves the truth,
Reading the Bible, as he is doing, in this spirit, will he not eome to the light ?
At present, he is ina transition state.  Ile has renounced the name of “Roman,”
though still calling bimself a “ Catholic” Christian. Ile rejects tradition, tran-
substantiation, and prayers for the dead; and he holds tv justification by faith,
Thus much we are assared of,

If it should please God fully to reveal his Sun in Father Chiniquy, it may be
the means of a great awakening among the French Canadians.  Ifis own people
at St. Anne's are with him, almoss to 2 man, During bis recent visit to Lower
Canada, in the cities and in the country, thousands gathered round him, drivking
in his words, and receiving with avidity the copies of the Scriptures which he
distributed. There i3 no priest, no bishop even, that has such power over his
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compatridts a8 this man wiclds, No conversion would be so influential over
othoers as his,

Then let us pray for him, as ho himself desires, for vhe sake of his own soul,
of thuse who look up to him as their leader, and of his race, our own countrymen,
God unly can do the work that needs to be done in him: but God can; and God
will, if there is faith enough to * say to this mountain, Be thou removed, and be
thou cast inte the sea 1”7

CONGREGATIONAL MISSION TO BRITISIH COLUMBIA.

In the issuo for February last, it was announced that the Colunial Missionary
Society hud made an appeal to the English churches for £1,500 or £2,000, as s
specinl fund for a Mission to British Columbin. We perceive, from recent
English papers, that this call has not been made without effect. We have now
to add, that the Rev. W. F. Cranke, at present of Waukesha, Wisconsin, Zas
aceepled an “ wrgent invitation” from the Siciely lo * undertake their new Mission”
ou the Pacific shore, e will set out for his appointment in the coming summer,
first paying a visit to Canada, if he can thereby serve the interests of his mission,

It is no ordinary event in our ecelesiustical transactions that we thus record.
That new colony in the land of gold will fill up more rapidly than even Canada
has done. Its natural resources of soil and climate, and its noble position, would
be sufficient, apart from its mineral treasures, to cause multitudes of settlers to
make it their home. DBut having the precious metals also, it will grow as fast
during the next ten years, as otherwise in half a century, And it will form the
abutment on the farther side, of that bridge of Colonies by which North America
will ere long be spanned from sea to sea!

The “ foundations of many generatious” are now being laid, among the Bri
tish Columbians. They enjoy an immense advantage, as compozed with colder
colonies, in coming into national existence in these latter days of the Downing
Street dispensation, after long contests with tongue, pen, and even sword, in
every quarter of the globe, have taught the most conseryative of English states.
men that British subjects in the far-off dependencies of the empire, must be treated
as men and not as children, that they know and can manage their own affairs
better than any one else can do it for them, and that they will never be so loyal
as when thay arc most free. Many an ancient error, that has bred immense
mischief in vther colonies, and left its perpetnal mark upon the lands whence it
has been hanished, will not be committed again. Among these, we hope we may
place the once invariable provision for Ecclesiastical Endowments. We do not
believe that the British Government will introduce anything of this kind into
any Imperial measure for the ndministration of vhe Province, but it is possible
that Clergy Reserves may be talked about in the Colonial Legislature. One false
step now,—and in the present crude condition of affairs it may easily be taken,
if some ecclesiastical politician pulls the wires skilfully—may work enormous
evilin the future, building up erroncous systems, {(for such are always foremost
to claim such aid,) and discouraging scriptural churches, ag well as entailing a
heritage of internal strife on coming generations. llappy will it be for British
Columbin, if every attempt to fasten any such system upon her, be. omes like an
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untimely birth, that never sees the light! Let us see, for once, what Christian
willinghood can do in a British Colony.

In the present stnge of that young nation’s history, it is of vital consequence
that right-hearted missionaries o in to possess the land for Jesus Christ. A few
years of that wild, roving, almost lawless life, would make a halt’ heathea of
many a Christian professor. 'fhousands will pour into the guld regions, already
godless and depraved. The children that grow up amidst such influences,—
what can we hopefrom them? As Dr. Bushnell said twenty years ago, of the
Western States, “ Barbarism is the first danger.” If the land should be left
without the Guspel for some years, it will be possessed by a generation who fear
not Gud nor regard man. To begin evangelization tken, would be a task of
almost hopeless difficulty. We rejuice, then, to know that every Christian com
muniovn is despatching its missionaries with all speed to the new territory.

As Canadians, too, it is especially animating to find that Christians in the
fatherland look to us to furnish the amen, while they, in great measure, supply the
means. There can be no doubt, that men already accustomed to colonial life will
feel more readily at home in such a spher:. Many Canadians will emigrate to
the Far West coluny, and will gather round a man hailing from their former
home. We are feeling our way towards some dircct meaps of communication
acruss the Rocky Mountains, which will make our present territory part of the
world’s highway between the Atlantic and the Pacific. And some shadow begins
to appear of a political confederation which shall embrace all British North
America from Newfoundland to Vancouver! “ A necessity,” then, “is laid
upon us: yea, woe to ue if we preach not the Gospel”” there!

While we bid Gud speed to every oue that loves our Lord Jesus Christ in such
s missivn, yet holding as dear to us, because, we believe, also dear to Il1y, that
Faith and Pulity which have dune so much to rear up the noble commonwealths
of New England, on a rocky svil and through an ungenial era,—we do heartily
rejuice that these will also be represented in British Columbia. The more that
people have of the spirit of the pilgrim fathers, the more will they flourish in
commerce, in knowledge, in liberty, and in true religion.

" Asregards the brother who has Leen sclected as the pioneer of the Gospel
according to Congregationalists in the new mission, our own conviction is, that he
is ** the right man in the right place.” With abundant physical energy and the
needful measure of bandieraft, a gifted speaker and writer, a whole-souled and
fearless man, a devout and enlightened Christian, already versed in most of the
affairs of life, and naturally fond of adventure,—he will be a blessing to those
who receive, and an honour to those who send him. Let us all pray that God
may preserve and prosper him !

Whether, in the present state of Canadian commerce, we can do much more
than give him a parting benediction, this deponent sayeth not. But at no distant
day, wo must include that missivn in our practical sympathies and plans. The
work is widening year by year, The Eastern Pruvinces have called upon us for
men, and we have sent them—one! And now the utte.most parts of the West
say, *‘ Cume over, and help us.”” Let us Le strong, and quit ourselves like men

F.H M
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THE FLY WHEEL.

The Introduction of the Fly or Balance Wheel, into the machinery of the steam
engine is perhaps due to the inventive mind of Watt, and is well known to effect
the valuable purpose of preserving the power and equally distributing it in all
parts of the revolution of the machine, so that the alternate motion of the beam is
mude to secure & continued circular motion.

Now if something securing a similar result could be introduced into the church
of Christ it would subserve a valuable purpuse. Many professing christians
in the present day in their religious paroxisms represent the alternate motion.
They will attend protracted meetings every night through the seasvn of their con-
tinuace ; but for the remaining months of the year, during which the ordinary
services of the sanctuary are observed, they are not be seen at the week-night
gervices, They are absent from the lecture, the Bible class, the Prayer meetings
and are irregular at sabbath services. Can anything be contrived to absorb the
religious energies of such and distribute ther equaliy throughout the whole year,
50 that their conduct may present an aspect of continuvus activity, Who will
invent a sort of epiritual Fly wheel fur the churches? Or to chanpe the figure.
It has been said of patients afflicted with ague, which consists in a succession of
cold and hot fits, that whatever decreases the chill will diminish the fever, so in
religion. It is possible that the fever of a winter excitement would be somewhaé
abated if the summer chill could be modified so that religious services would a2

sume a more uniform asnect the year round.
. W. I A,

THE NEW IHYMN BOOK COMING AT LAST.

Many of our readers have shared in the impatience with which we have been
waiting for the appearance of the New Hymn Buuk, which has been fur some-
time in preparation by a Cummittee of the Cungregativnal Union of England and
Wales. It is with great pleasure, therefure, that we copy the fulluwing passage
from a letter dated Fevruary 12th, from the Chairman of that Cummittee, the
Rev. Henry Allon :—

““The last sheet of proof came to me this week. The book therefore is all printeds
and the onl> delay, now, will be met with indexes, binding, &e. I presume that
1t will be out in three nr four weeks.”

We earnestly hope that this cullectivn will be one that will meet the wants of
our Canadiac churches, We know many of them that are dissatisfied with the
bork, or hooks, now in use ; and that new churches feel a difficulty in making a
selection from the many rival claimants, new and old, fur their favour. Ibis, on
every account, most desirable that some one buvk should be generally, and uni-
versally, if possible, adopted amongst us. It would be a bond of no insignificant
strength. The Presbyterian or Wesleyan, wherever he gues, is sure to find the
same hook of Psalmody in use amongst his brethren.  We would it were so with
us. The present time seems favourable, in many quarters, for the introduction
of a new Book. Nor is there any doubt, in our judgment, that the sympathies
of the great majority of Canadian Congregativnalists would %e enlisted, by antici-
pation, on behalf of the work above referred to. Gur national connection with
Great Britain, and the relation in which we stand to the English chnrches, which
have 50 long been, and still are “ nursing mothers” to us, combine to prepossess
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us strongly in its favour. It is for this reason that no prominence hus been given
in these columns, to some admirable hymn books recently published in the United
States, lest the existing diversity of choice should be increased, and a fresh bar-
rier raised against the English production. But now that the latter is so soon to
appear, we would suggest to the officers of the Union, that, previous to its meet-
ing, a number of copies be obtained, and submitted to the inspection of the mem-
bers of the committee, and other brethren skilful in the service of song, su that
they may Le able to report thereum, after careful examination, at the Union
meeting in June. These brethren would do their work more thoroughly, and
come to a result more likely to give final and universal satisfaction, if they had
before them, at the same time, for the sake of comparison and choice, the Ply-
mouth Collection, the Subbath Hymn Bouk, the Congregational Hymn Bool, and the
Connecticut Book of Psalms and Hymns, or some of them at least. It may be
that a New-World Collection will suit us best. ¥ H. M.

Trans-Atlantic Wetvospect,

ANTI-CHURCH-RATE VICTORIES.

We suspect, that, to o large number of the readers of the Independent, the term
¢ Church-Rate ” cunveys no very definite meaning, for, happily, it is nut une we
have to use in Canada. For the sake of such, it may be well to explain,—and
the initiated will bear with us—that this rate is levied fur the purpuse of repair-
ing the fabric of the parish churches in England, and of defraying the other ex-
peuses of Divine worchip, apart frum the stipend of the clergyman, urganists, and
beadles, salaries, surplice-washing, &e., &c., though the latter class of charges is
strongly averred to be illegal. The rate, further, is a self-imposed one, the rate-
payers uof the parish, when assembled in their annual “ vestry ” meeting, having
the power to grant or refuse it, and, if granted, tv fix the amount. The matter is
therefure liable to become the sulject of an annual contest, fur Dissenters feel
must acutely the injustice of being taxzed to pay ti.ese charges fur their wealthier
neighbours, in additivn to their voluntary subscriptions fur their own churches,
and, wherever there is a hope of success, they oppuse the rate, in many cases,
successfully. The bitterness of feeling thus engendered may be imagined. It
has been cuntended that the rate was an indefeagible charge on the land, and that
it might be levied by the incumbent and charch wardens in spite of the refusal
of the majority of the vestry. But, thcugh some of the lower Courts sanctivned
this claim, the House of Lords, in the ‘~aintree case, affirmed the liberty of the
rate-payers to grart or refuse, as they saw fit. Returns have recently heen laid
before Parliament from 10,206 parishes. In 2,090 of these, there are no church
rates levied ; in 2,824, they are supplemented by endowments or voluntary sub-
scriptions ; leaving 5,201, or only about one-half of the entire number, in which
they are the sole reliance. In many of those of the second class, it is tacitly under-
stood, that Dissenters will not be troubled to pay. It will be seen, from these
statements, that it is by no means ar inevitable or universal impust. The mani-
fest injustice of such rates in a mixed community, and the annual strife which they
occasion, nave engendered a strong feeling in the winds of great numbers of
Church-men, as well as the whole body of Discenters, in favour of their entire
abolition. A Bill for this purpose passed the House uf Commons, last sessiun, by
large m jorities, but it was rejectad by ithe Lords. It was intruduced into the
Lower ITouse by a private member, Sir John Trelawny. Several meusures had
been previously breaght forward, by way of cumpromise, or for the partial re-
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lief of Dissenters, one by Sir Georze Grey, when Secratary of the Ifome Depart-
ment, but they pleased nobody, grantiag too much for Churchmen, too little for
Dissenters. The mischief was so flagrant and notorious, that the Derby Government
undertook to present a measure to the present session of Parliament. Mr, Wal-
pole i3 the framer of the Bill. IIear the testimony of this Tory gentleman to the
adequacy of the voluntary principle!

“I am not now speeking from mere conjecture ; but I wish the Ilvuse to bear this
in mind, that the voluntary ¢)ntributivns madein behalf of the Church during the
last fifty years, and especinlly during the last ten years, are enough tu en-
courage us in a plan like the one I pfopose. Is the llouse aware that, from
1800 to 1850, there has been contributed by the State for Church purpuses about
£1,600,000 in money, and that to meet the grants so made by the gtate voluntary
contributions to the estent of nearly £9,000,000 of money have been offered for
the benefit of religion? Is the House aware that £10,000 is yearly applied by
Queen Anne’s Bounty for the benefit of the Church, in consideration of the benefac-
tions made to meet it, and that four times that amount, £40,000 a year, is con-
tributed in that manner to meet the grants from Queen Anne’s Bounty? In the
diocese of Winchester alone, £200,000 has been contributed by the Chrrch for
Church purposes, and it has been met by beuefactions voluntarily offered to the
extent of £1,500,000. (IIear, hear.) And if I wereto give you one or two other
facts I know Ishould be confirmed by my right hon. friead the member for Car-
lisle (Sir J. Graham), for he and T took a deep interestin the subject when we
sat on the ecclesiastical commission ; snd Mr. Gally Koight gave £37,000 to be
applied by the commissioners for the benefit of the Church. That spm the coms
missioners did apply so asto increase it to the largest amount, by asking fur bea-
factions to meet the contributions which they made. The £37,000 was em-
ployed in the erection of parsonage houses, and was met by voluntary offerings
to the extent of four times the amount (hear, hear). The last fact upoa this sub-
Jject is that to which I averted just now—namely, the fact that when the ecclesias-
ticzl commissioners found themselves with a surplus they tovk the hint frum the
gond produced by these voluntary contributivns to meet public grants, and deter-
mined on applying their surplus vnly in consideration of volustary benefactivns
being made to meet them. What was the result? In 1857 their surplus was
£5,000, and they werc enabled to make grants for the augmentation of small
livings to the extent of £12,000. In 1858 their surplus was £18,000. I speak
in the presence of my hon. friend the member for East Kent (Mr. Deedes), and I
believe I do not urderstate it when I say that they were enabled to grant £50,000
for that purpose. This year the surplus is nearly £50,000 and I am credibly in.
formed that itis likely to be met by cent. per cent. of voluntary contributivns
(hear, hear). Now, if this beso I think you have everything to encourage you
ip trying to apply the voluntary principle in aid of the Establisment, so as to get
rid of the burden of Church-rates.”

After all this, we might suppose that some scope would be given to voluntary
offerings in the new measure. Bat the rates were still to be imposed, until free
eontribatisns and permanent rent-charges spontaneously ussumed by land-owoers
should form a sufficient fund. Thus, the alteraative was nct, * Give, or the
church will go to decay,”—but, “Give, or be taxed.” A potent appeal, truly!
Why cannot mien trust sumething to liberality unsecured by law? The best
thing in the Bill was its exemption of persons * conscientivusly ohjecting” to
the rate, from paying it; but this was counterbalanced by their exclusion from
the vestry while church affuirs were Leing discussed, no slight disability in a
country where civil and ecclesiastical things are so constantly intermingled.
Thus, the old system was continued, except upon the perfurmance of very impro-
bable conditions ; while the relief granted to dissenters was charged at too high
a price, and thisavowedly, “as a matter of favour, not of right.”  The Bill was
too liberal for High-churchmen, while Dissenters scouted it as altogether insuffi-
cient. The Press condemned it almost unanimously, and the [ouse of Commons
rejected it on the secund reading by the hands.ime majority of 83, in a full house,
the vote being 254 to 171! This was oc Wednesday, March 9th. On the follow-
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ing Tuesday, at a special sitting for the purpose, Sir John Trelawny’s Bill for the
“ entire, immediate, and unconditional abolition ” of the rate, was debuted upon,
and carried to the second reading by a majority of 74—242 to 168, nnuther muost
decisive victory. It is possible that some clnuses will be added in Committee,
providing machinery for receiving and managing voluntary contributions for the

urpuses of the rate; but with or without this addition, it is sure to pass tho

ower Ilouse, and we suppose as sure to be rejected in the Lords. But it will
be hut a question of time. ¢ No compromise” is the watch-word of the Aboli-
tionists. Ervery debate brings some influential men to their side. The Commons
are safe ; and the Lords must give way.

Rev. T. BinNey axp Tur Bienior or ApeLaipeE.—Additional correspondence has
come to hand, between the Qovernor of Suuth Australia, the Bishop, and Mr, Bin-
nay, on the Union question.

Mr. Binney once more enters the lists with a long letter to the bishop, dated
** Sandhurst, Bendigo, Nov. 29.”  Ile points out how, while his lordship is sub-
mitting & plan for the union of Evangelical Churches, he is intrenched in a posi-
tion which completely interposes a preliminary obstacle to approach, conference,
union, confraternity, and everything of the sort. Says Mr. B.:

Disguise the matter as we may—lose sight of it as we often do—amid the cour-
tesies of private life, from personal regard, insocial intercourse, or on the plaiform
of religious or philanthropic societies—hide it from ourselves, keep silent avout
it, do what we like to cover or coneeal it, the fact is, and it is better at once hon-
estly to look at it, that the Episcopalian clergyman cannot recognise the ** ordess”
of the ministers of other Evangelical Churches—he cannot regard the men as min-
isters of Christ in the full and proper meaning of the word—he cannut admit
their (fficial standing or recognise their official acts. He may respect them as
men, Jove them as christian men, admire and esteem them as earnest and eloguent
advocates of the truth ; but to him they are not ministers—they have not been
Eriscopally ordained, and are therefure nut ordained at all ; their sacramental acts
are invalid ; their preaching is without authority,—properly speaking, indeed,
they cannot ““ preach,” though they may * give a word of eshortation :” whatever
they may be thought by themselves or others, the ministers of non-Episcopal
churches are, in the view of the Anglican clergy, laymen and nothing else.  All
this necessarily follows from the * tradition of eighteen centuries,” when, asin
the case of your Jurdship, & man has no duubt uf its being an “ apostelic’” tradi-
tion, and of * inspired authority.” The gist of the whole thing lies here. This

rinciple touches and colours all thought—it interposes a bar to all action.
Every scheme, plan, proposal for union or co-operation, will be wrecked upon this
rock, shattered to atoms by the breakers which play around the position your lord-
ship occupies, and from which yuu Juok out with such a calm consciousness of
perfect security, or, to take your lordship’s own figure, you stand on one side of
the gap or gulf, and all Non-Episcopal Churches a'd ministers on the other;
and that gulf, guarded, watched over, kept open by the Divine powers that reside
in the words ‘apostalic,” ‘inspired,” and such like, how in the world is it ever to
be bridged by mortal man? It never can be; nor will it ever cluse to admit the
separated parties to come together, till there shall be thrown into it, sent duwn to
the bLottom and buried there, a goodly number of the  customs’ and * traditions’
of past ages, Though I speak thus, I am hy no meansinsensible to the good that
there may be in traditions and customs ; I am not ignoraune, either, how far some
churches may surpass others as to the degree in which they approach the customs
and order of apustolic times; T am not indifferent to the questions and consequen)
ces involved in or Bowing from this: but sure I am, that, wich the mere hints and
germs of things, whbich we bhave in the New Testament: with the uncermainty
which belongs to the first age, the evidence of Jerome and the arguments of Chil-
lingworth notwithstanding ; with the fact facing us that your orders are as in-
valid as mine in the view of that church, which, in one sense, is the Mather of us
all; on these and other grounds that might be mentioned—1 feel that it is not
wise for any Protestant Church whatever, either to assert that it is modelled es-
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actly after an apostolic pattern, or to assume for itself, in relation to its ordina-
sions and orders, such an exclusive validity as, in efféct to unminister all other
Protestant ministers. But to this, my lord, your tradition leads,—a tradition
with you, “apostolic” as to its age, and of *“ingpired authority’” as to its cha-
racter and source.  Consistently with thig, it is impussible for you to recognise
the wministerial acts, standing, or office of the clergy of the Non-Bpiscopal
¢ Evangelical Churches;’ and so long as that is the case, you can never cv-ope-
rate with them, or they with you, on equal terms.

Mr. Binney says in conclusion,—

Your lordship, [ am persuaded, acts conscientiously ingoing by ¢ the old church
clock ;’ you will, I am sure, accord to me like credit in treating all clocks ng picces
of maw’s workmanship —using them where I think they may be used in safety;
but as none of them are of any worth except as they are in harmony with the
shadow on the dial, preferring rother to go by that; testing and trying by it, as
fur as I ean, whatever sounds from either Church or Coventicle. May we all do
this hanestly and earnestly, with humility and prayer, and be guided in doing
it, that *in God’s light we may see light !’

Mvr. Binney hopes to reach England by the Overland route, at the end of July,
or the beginning of August next.

Tre Rev. C. G. Fivxer.—This eminent Revivalist has been successfully prose-
cuting his evangelistic labours in the town of Si. [ves, Huntingdonshire. Three
£ the largest chapels in the town were placed at hig disposal, to be oceupied in
rotation on Sundays, and a lirge room was engaged for the week-night services.
Mr. Finney has occupied each of these three places of worship on two suceessive
Sundays, and pn four week evenings for five weeks in succession he has preached
in the large room. The meetings have been well attended, both the chapel and
the lavge room heing crowded at every zervice. The results have been most
gratifying.  Mr. Finney has now come t Lndon, and is carrying on a series of
services iu connexion with the Rev. C. ILallarcourt’s chapel in the Borough-road.
Oun Sunday he preached two searching and impressive sermons.  The attendance
in the morning was good, and in the eveaing tull to overflowing. Ile is preach-
ing in four successive evenings of the present week; and next week, as will be
seen from our advertising ¢ rlumns, the same vrder of services will be observed,
and is likely to be continued for some time to come. It may be well to add that
Mr. Finney’s preaching is of a character altogether unsectarian, and has reference
exclusively to the great essentials of religion, which he espounds and enforces
with uncommon clearness and puwer.— London paper.

'Tue Loxpon Suoesrack Socieries.—The annual winter treat of the London
Shoeblack Sucieties was held last Tuesdny evening, in St. Martin’s-hall.  The
boys were entertained with tea, and bread and butter and cake, and their varivus
uniforms and flage presented a very giy appearance. The following is a list of
the socicties present, with the number of boys in each. Ragged School Sihoe-
black Society, red uniform, 71 boys; Eist London, blue, 825 Sonth London,
yellow, 485 North-West London, white, 20; West Kent, green, 13; West London,
purple, 21; Islington, brown, red facings, 25; Notting-hill, blue, red facings, 15 ;
Kensington, brown, purple facings, 145 Union Jacn (Limehouse), red, blue fac-
ings, 165 total, 325, The total earnings of «ll theso sacieties during the past
year amounted to £4,303.  The Earl of Shaftesbury presided, and the attendance
of visitors was very numerous. Among those present were the Marquix and
Marchioness of Westminster, Lady Radstock, Mr. R. Hanbury, M.P, Mr. S,
Gurney, M.P., Alderman Finnis, Captian Trotter, Sir C. Fox, Mr. J. Payne, Mr.
J. M'Gregor, &. The meeting was addressed hy the Earl of Shaftesbury, and
several other gentlemen. The band of the buys of the Yellow Suciety was in
attendance and played at intervals during the evening.

Youxe Men’s Curistian AsseciaTion.— Yesterday evening week the fourteenth
annual meeting of the friends and supporters of this_association was leld in
Exeter Hall, which was crowded in every part. The Right Ion. the Earl of
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Shaftesbury, the president of the association, occupied the chair. The secretary
(Me. W. E. Shiptun) read the annual report, which stated that the association
numbered 1,500 members. At the last annual meeting the debt of the association
amounted to £1,479 15s. 2d., on a balance of account made up for the year ending
the 28th of February, 1858,  To facilitate and simplify the account, the present
balance-sheet only embraced the ten months ending the 31st of December last.
During that period the receipts amounted to £3,961 0s. 3d., and the expenditure
to £2,737 13s. 8d., leaving an excess of receipts over expenditure of £1,223 6s. 7d.
which reduced the debt to £256 8s. 7d.; but still in order to carry out the object
of the association with complete efliciency, the committee require an additional
income of about £300 a year. During the past year 186 young men joined the
association, of whom forty-six belong to the central district.

The Convocation of the clergy of the Province of Canterbury has been held dur-
ing the past week. That antiquated bedy, apparently with the knowledge that
its voice would be silenced till August next, has taken oceasion to speak its mind
on various subjects. While refusing to declare with Archdencon Denison that, by
the Divorce Act of last session, the law of the Church is placed at variance with
the law of the State, it has resolved that that measure presses ¢ hardly upon the
clergy and ought to be rmended,” and claims * when changes are proposed affect-
ing the ritual of the Church and the duties of the clergy, that the advice of the
clergy should be taken upon it.” Convocation would fain make the clergy synony-
mous with the Church of England—an assumption to which the laity in and
out of the State Church are not very likely to assent. At one of the sittings the
startling statement was made that in no less than 4,000 parishes, and to the value
of a million and a half, the tithes are appropriated to other than religious pur-
poses! It is, however, satisfuctory to know that, whilst the State revenue of the
Church is thus becoming secularised, voluntaryism is more than making up the
deficiency. It will be seen that the clergy, of the province of York have not yet
succeeded in obtaining the right to consult together ; though some of the most dar-
ing have ventured on an illegal conference, in spite of the archiepiscopal inter-
dict! Is not this “ flat rebellion against lawful authority 2”

Revisiox or ToE Praver-Boor.—Mr. T. B. Horsfall, M.P., has undertaken to
deliver to the Home Secretary, for presentation to her Majosty, a Petition praying
for such a revision of the Prayer-bovk as would expunge those portions ** which
seem to sanction the Jdoctrines and practices of baptismal regeneration, auricular
confession, and priestly sbsolution,” which has been signed by upwards of 16,000
of the laity of the Church of England in Liverpool.

Epucarionat Tests 18 Scornanp.—A public meeting was held at Edinburgh
on Monday week, whenresolutions were passed to the effect that strenuous exertions
be made during the present session in Parliament to obtain the abolition of the test
imposed upon the teachers of the parocitial schools of Scotland binding thewm to
conformity with the established Presbyterian Church. The meeting w)s presided
over by the Lord Provost, and was addressed by Mr. Monerieff, M.P., Mr. Black,
ALP., the Rev. Dr. Candlish, and other clergymen and gentlemen, It was stated
thau the vbject of the present agitation, instead of being directed to the introduc-
tion of a general measure, in which respect the legislative effurts of Mr. Moncrieff
and others had hitherto been unsuccessful, should be limited to the simple ques-
tion of the ecclesiastical test, it being anticipated that, following the precedent of
the University tests which Parliament abolished in 1833, they would first obtain
the remosal of the test, and afterwards the appointment of an educational commis-
sion, on the report of which as to the means of improvement and estension of the
parochial system future legislation in the matter might proceed. It was urged
that Scotland was nearly unanimous as to the character and substance of the edu-
cation to be given, and that, with the parochial schools opened up to all denom-
inations, with intermediate grammar schouls established, and the Universities
improved, a system of education might be instituted adequate to the wants of that
.country, and suited to the educational requirements of the age.—Nonconformist.
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Dfficinl,

TIEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE.—SPECIAL NOTICE.

The Committee of the Institute, at their meeting on the 9th of March last, re-
solved to close the present session on Wednesday, the 20th of April.

They were most reluctantly compelled to take this course, by the condition of
their finances. To meet the expenses of the current year, £400 were required
from the churches in Canada, in addition to the balance due the Treasurer {rom
last year—£88; while, up to the date of the above-mentioned meeting, only £95
IE’)% come to hand! The saving effected by the shortening of the session is about

Under these circumstences, our friends will see the necessity of making a stre-
nous effort to respond liberally to the appeal that will be made to the churches
that have not remitted, for their annual subscriptions. God is sending us men ;
let not means be wanting at Iis call,

Dr. Lillie will again undertakea collecting tour, in this section of the Province.
The expenses of travelling require other measures to be taken in the more remote
places. * Certain brethren have been requested to attend to the duty in these.—
The work needs to be done thoroughly and promptly everywhere.

The order of Dr. Lillie’s visits, so far as at present arranged, is ags follows. It
has rot been possible, to every case, to consult with parties on the spot, in relation
to these appointments ; but, as heretofore, pastors and churches will doubtless
be willing to fall in with the arrangement now announced. Full publicity should
be given by pulpit announcement and local udvertisement to each visit,

Dr. Lillie will preach on the Sabbaths, twice where two places are named.—
Brethren will be kind enough to excuse bim from so doing during the week. If,
in any case, it is deemed essential, however, a special arrangement should be
made with him beforehand. Pastors of churches not visited on a Sabbath, are
requested to take up collections on the Sabbath preceding the day appointed.

Cobourg and Port Hope.....oerervriniecsreesnnaeer. Sabbath,  April 24

Brockville....covvveeriniiareremeeiuneninane veseeeeeen. Wednesday ¢ 27
Kingston....uueeereeiiiieiieirnisccionneeceeceneesnnneeens Thursday, “ 28
Belleville vuueinnierinernnriveeernieeeenns rerveensenensensSabbath, May 1

...Tuesday “ 3

Cold SPrings..cccecccreerrecreces seecnvereecarone
... Thursday « 5

Bowmanville ccooiiieiiiriniiiiieennnriiennnnnn,

Whithy...oovnverinienean e revveceenne reeererronnennseansesOnbbath, & 8
Markham..iceeinerennneneenns ereveneeernneraaeens oo Tuesday, « 10
Stoufiville . veeeene. Wednesday, 11
Pickering.............. ereereenereanies vveraeereraeanaas Thursday w12
Pine Grove and St. Andrews......cceeeenreeneesaes.Sabbath, “ 15
Albion...coeeeensenes veereereressesessesss LuESARY, “ 17
GeOTEetOWNave s crauereerrecreesssenonenes vereveaseeeaeee Thursday, ¢ 19
Eramosa and Eden Mills. teevreerreesneeesseSabbath, “ 22
GUEIP.ceeeiieieiieeeiieii e eeraraemeseeerareeenssanes .Tuesday, 2
Hamilton......... . ... Thursday, “ 26
Stratford..c.eveeeees ceenveennen ot veneennee-sSabbath, « 29

SUPPLIES DURING THE VACATION.

In addition to the correspondence already had with the Home and Local Secre-
taries of the Missonary Society, and others, notice is bereby given to these whom
such communications may not reach, that churches and stations wishing for the
gervices of a student during the vacation. viz., from the end of April to the mid-
dle of Octobier, should apply prompily to the undersigned. or the Rev. K. M,
~enwick, Kingston, giving all particulars of the engagement they desire to enter
anto.
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RECEIPTS SINCE LAST ACKNOWLEDGMENT, IN NOVEMBER, 1858,

Kelvin, per Pastor, arrears of 257-8.......00iie veenee S6 25
Owen Sound, per Dea. W. Smith..... cee venieees 600
Warwick, C. W., per Pastor . .ooovivviriniiiinns vviiinnninninnnieen. 11 00
Newmarket, collection, per pastor...iniegennee. 7 34
Montreal, Zion Church, per Pastor, on account......oooeviveriannns 171 50
Listowell, per D. D. Camphell........ B L L.
Milton, Nova Scotia, per Rev. 1. Lancashive......... cocvieens. 20 00

Letters received from Rev. J. Elliot, and Rev. A. Duff.  Many thanks to hoth.

Proposal of the furmer acceded to.
Toronto, April 4th, 1859. T. II. MARLING,
S’y Cony’ Institute.

eecerseigeensens

e ITTRTR TN

@orrespoudence.

To the Edilor of the Cunadian Independent.
Paris, 23rd March, 1859.

Dear Brotuer,—A few matters of gencral interest occur to my mind, of which
your readers have not yet been informed, though the events belong to the month
of which your last isrne should have been the chronicle; and as I may be, in
part, responsible for their non-appearance, 1 wish to make the best amends in
my power.

Tue Loxpovy Misstonary Services, were held according to appointment, with
the addition of an exchange of pulpits between brother Boyd, and myself. The
attendance on the Sabbath was very gratifying. And on Monday evening, we
had a very animated mecting, addressed by Rev. Messrs, Wood, Snider, Allworth,
Rowe (Primitive Methodist), Dickson (Wesleyan Methodist), and your corres-
pondent.

Westery AssoctaTion.—A large meeting of the ministers helonging to this
fraternal society met at Warwick, according to appointment. The annual sermon
was preached, by your informant, from the words—* The joy of the Lord is your
strength.””  Rev. Mr. Pallar, of lHamilion, and Rev. Mr. Wood, assisted in the
service. The proceedings of the Association at the house of brother Mc¢Callum,
during the day, however interesting to its own members, are not designed to be
published abroad. It was one of the largest meetings we have had fur several
years, and this is the more noteworthy as the place of gathering was an extreme
western station. We are indebted to the Sarnia branch of the Great Western
Railroad, for so full an attendance, Warwick being now brought within a third
of its former distance from London, if computed by time.

The following evening, we held a Missionary meeting in the same chureh,
which was quite crowded, notwithstanding the muaddy roads. It was an en-
thusiastic meeting.  The Common School Teacher of the village, presided, with
great ease and thiew much vivacity into the proceedings. Earnest and solemn ap-
peals were muade, by brethren Pullar, Wood, McCallum (the worthy and beloved
pastor), Snider, Boyd, Allworth, lay, and a Weslesan minister, whose name I
cannot recall.  There was a spiritual unction prevading the meeting, that ren-
dered it truly refreshing.

PorT Sarx1a. —This western terminus of our line of Missionary operations ap-
peared more alive and hopeful, than for some years past. Its present population
15 £000, having increased 700 during the past three years. The arrival of the
steam engine, has quickened the trade, and the spirits of the communuy. We
were surprised to find the train both going and returning, quile filled, not with
foreign travellers, but our own farmers and traders. The Missionary meeting
here, was addressed by brethren Bovd, Waood, and myself. Rev. Mr. Walker (of
the Free Church) also made an excellent speech.

- OrbixaTioxy of Rev. R. J. Bairp, 1¥ Sirvia.—This interesting service took
place on the Friday evening, 11th ult. Introductory services, and discourse by
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Rev. J. Boyd; subject *“ the social influence of the Ministry.” Rev. W. Ilay put
the usnal questions to the Pastor elect.  Mr. Baird's replies, especiaily in refer-
ence to doctrinal views, were very clear, full. and diseriminating. Rev. D,
MeCallum offered the prayer of Ordination accompanied by * the laying on of the
hands of the Proshytery.””  Youe e¢rwrespm-lant delivered the pastoral charge,
and was followed hy Rev. J. Wood, in an address to the chureh and congregation,
The only draw-back to the service, which was very well attended, was the un-
avoidable Jateness of the hour of closing. It a congregation eannot spare time,
in the morning or afternoon for part of such wzervice, the exercises should he cur-
tailed, <o that good impressions may not be wasted, by ennui stealing over the
assembly.

This church was greatly afllicted and diseouraged by the removal of their for-
mer pastor, Rev. J. Shanks, who was very much beloved. But the Lord had
another under-shepherd prepared to take his place, who has already enlisted their
warm sympathy and confidence.  The congregation is quite cordial und hopeful,
Our young friend, just from the Theological Institute, at Toronto, enters the
work of the ministry in a growing little town, surrounded by a band of warm
supporters, who I believe, will * encourage him” as they werve exhorted to do by
brother Wood, in hig discourse that evening.

Yours cordially,
_— Lowarp Esss.
MISSIONARY MEETINGS IN ERIN.
1o the Editor of the Canadian Independent.

Dear Brorner,—The following stations in the Township of Erin, may be said
to be on the boundary line between the Wesiern and Middle districts, and were
nav included, either this year ar last, in the general arrangements of the misgion-
ary deputations, but were visited by some of the Lrethren near at hand, who
vulunteered their services.

At Brrrs-nii, on the evening of March 16th, some little disappointment was
experienced in the absence of brother Denny, Unsworth, and Melean. The al-
most impassable state of the roads is probahly the excuse of the two former; and
a temporary illness prevented brother McLean’s attendance.  DBrother Noble and
Bavker, wallowed there with no little difficalty, and addressed the few friends
who were devoted encugh to come through the inud.  The collection taken at the
meeting, (52) was as good as could be expected under the circumstances, though
S1 less than last year. A trifle may be added from Ospringe,—about 4 wiles
distant, where a public meeting would also have been held, had there been a suit-
able place fur meeting on a week day. The Lrin church, organized in December
last, worship on alternate Sahbaths at Burts-hill, where there i+ a commodious
union meeting-house, and at Ospringe in a large room of Mr. Fielding’s Inn, which
is kindly granted for the purpose.

Our deputation on the following evening was ab

HiLLssery, about 4 miles nortl of Burts-hiil.  Brother M’Lean has heen much
encourazed in his work here of late: extra services have been held, and some few
are being added to tho church.  May the number of such be increased 2 hundred-
fold, there and everywhere '—As some are coming in who are strangers to the
Gaelie, services in boglish are more required than formerly. The Anglo-Saxon
must eventuaily prevail; and we hope that those who are now one in apirit, will
svon be one in tongue.

The atendance at the Missionary meeting was good, considering the condition
of the rouds, and an excellent feeling was manifest.  Subseriptions taken at the
meeting amounted to 56 624, part of which was paid: and more is yet expected—
sufficient it is hoped, to make the whole reach that of last year.— Commatnicaled.

To the Editor of the Canadian Independent.
Mo~TrEAL, 24th, March, 1839.
Deasr InpErevpentT,—llaving several things to write about, no space shall be
lost in un introduction,
1. The principal originator and first editor of Four valuable journal, our brother
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W. F. Clarke, now of Waukesha, Wisconsin, is about to proceed to Vancouver’s
Island, under the auspices of the Colonial Missionary Society. 'This bappy result
Las boen brought about by correspondence with us in Canada, as to fitting men
for tho mission which our English friends had resolved upon some months since.
‘I'here will be a general concurrence in the opinion that the committesin Londun,
have chosen well ; and there will be throughout our churches, fervent prayer that
the head of the church will greatly bless our gifted and energetic brother in this
highly interesting movement, I have asked him if he cannot be present at our
Union Meetings. It would bo cheering to him and to us tv hold then a designa-
tion service, commending him to the graco and protectivn of the master.

2. The Rev. Robert Wilson, sent you three months ago, an account of a Mis-
sionary exploratory tour, which he made at the request of the missionary com-
mitteo through the eastern part of Nova Scotia. It appears that you have not
received it, 1le has been written to fur another copy. Ile writes that the church
at St. John’s, New Brunswick, in which Mr. Thornton ministers, is being greatly
strengthened and blessed. The prospects were hopeful at the period of my visit
in September last:—it appears that they have been more than realized. Mr.
Wilson, expresses great delight in the aspect which matters present there. Our
brother Lancashire also appears to be doing well at Milton, Nova Scotia; he is
happy and useful in his work.

3. Let me throw together a few items of intelligenee from this good city. Some
weeks since our new building of the Natural History Suciety was publicly
opened, on which oceasion professor IIall, of Albany, who is regarded as high
authority, recounted three or four highly important contributions to the science
of geology which have heen made in Canada by Canadian Geologists, He de-
clared the scientific world indebted to us. Ile expressed great delight with the
museum of our gevlogical survey: the economic results of that survey as display-
ed in the museum are wonderful. They show that Canada is eminently rich in
resources of this nature.

There is some revival of ancient zeal in the cause of the suppression of intem-
perance. Mr. Peter Sinclair, frem Scotland, is dving us good service. He is full
of information—-his style of uttering it, is racy and pointed, and he carries along
with him throughout the vital element of evangelical christianity. 1le is success-
ful in other ways of doing good, in forming bands of hope among the young. I
hope there will be vigilance in all parts of the country, in securing the effectual
carrying out of the provisions of the bill which has passed both houses, shut-
ting off the stream of liquid puvison from Saturday, 7 » 3., till Monday morning,
The “ Forbes Mackenzie Act” of a similar nature, has dune immense good in
Scotland.

It is too late to say anything of our January anniversary week, or of the de-
parture from among us, of the Rev. Donald Fraser, A.M., of the Free Church to
occupy a charge in 8 :otland, but this week we have held the first annual meeting
of the  Canada Foureign Missionary Society,” which reported a work begun and so
far carried on, of great interest. Let me bespeak attention toits details, they are
of sterling value.

4. Missioxary Meerives 1v Lower Caxapa District.—Feb. 28, The deputa-
tion consisting of Messrs. Elliot, Campbell and Dr. Wilkes, met Mr. McKillican, and
the friends at MarTinTowN. ‘The meeting was small on account of the decease,
that afternoon, of the youog brother who was with us at Brantford, in June, as
delegate from the church. e was sv extensively connected with numerous tam-
ilies of the cungregation, that his death at that time, restrained & number from
being present with us, Yet the meeting was excell.nt in tone, and coutribations
were ¢ mmenced whieh, it is believed, will in their completion, equal those of
last year.

Roxsoroveur, Murch 1st.—A larger meeting greeted the deputation at this point.
The chuir was occupied by Mr. Peter Christie.  We had an address, 1 presume
an eloquent vne, in gaelic, from our celtic brother Campbell. The other thres
names above mentioned occupied the remainder of the time.  Mr. Elliot is a good
platform man, winning his way to the hearts of the audience. Collections astual
and prospective satisfactory.
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. It had been proposed that some of us should call, on our return from this meet-
g, at the housa where Iy tho remains of che deesise 1 young brother, to hid a
rehgxqus service among th: large company that are wont to spend the night in
wateting over the dead. I suppose that this is a celtic enstam, tor we are familar
wgth the  wake” as ubserved by the Irish. Ttappears thatamongour highlander
friends it is the uniform habit to congregate in the house in which one lies
dead to the number oftimes of 60 or 70 pirsons, and to spend the night there.
Mr. McKillian avails himself of the custom, to conduct a religious service among
them, and thus has the opportunity of preaching Christ to classes af persons,
amongst others Roman Catholies, whom he could not otherwice reach.  We did
not o, however, for as it was, we did not reach home until an hour past midnight,

An opportunity was afforded the writer the nest forenoon, to address a great
gathering of people at the funeral of our young brother, on the great theme of
salvation.  May the Lord water the seed sown.

F rom the graveyard we proceeded on our journey to Mr, Campbell’s principal
station, called sometimes “ Athol,” the name of the Pust Office, and at others
19th Cuncession, Indian Lands: the latter being a somewhat unsafe address, as
there are other Indinn Lands besides those in Glengarry.

March 2nd.—Our meeting in the evening was large in numbers attending and
spitited in tone. In addition to addresses from members of the deputation, we
had one from the minister of the church of Scotland, full of information and ad-
mirable in character. IIe wasa fellow student at the University of St. Andrew’s,
of Dr. Campbell, editor of the * British Standard:"’—he is obviously a mat of &
large catholic spirit. It was a thoroughly good meeting.

Murch 3rd.—After a pleasant drive of 24 miles, we reached Vavkreex-iling,
where we eame into the parish of our hrother Elliot. When pleasantly ensconced
in front of a cheerful fire in the hospitable dwelling of J. P. Wells, Esq., the snow
began to fall, and by the hour of meeting, it hecame almost a matter of * wading
through.”  This somewhat affecred the attendance, which was however good, and
we had a profitable meeting.  We saw the pile of bricks covered over on the new
chureh lot, ready for & commencemenr in the spring, of the important work of
erecting a Congregational church building in that village.

Nest day with a driving snow storm in one’s teeth, Messrs. McKilliean and Elfiot
were to set out for St. Andrew’s, and I set out for the Grand Trunk station
at Vaudreuil, having a pastoral engagement at home for Friday night; of what
sort the meeting at St. Andrew’s was, I know not ; but catching the train, I reach-
ed home at 5 p. . Ever, your’s truly,

Hevry WiLkrs.

MISSIONARY MEETINGS.—CANADA EAST.

To the Editor of the Canadian Independent.

Dear Brother,—Before proceeding to report our Missionary Meetings in the
District of Bedford, allow me to sustain the appeals made in brother Sherrill’s
report of those in his distriet. Qur brother’s statement is & mere outiine. The
meetings were very encouraging, in numbers they were more than an average,
and the missionary spiri$ most cheering. It may not be out of place to state that
during that journey the travelling expenses of the deputation were nil, owing to
the kindness of one of his members, who drove his pastor all along over 200
miles in his own sleigh. On returning home opportunity was embraced to preach
the Gospel in Lawrenceville, where a large meeting was gathered after an hour
or two’s uotice, und in Frost Village ; from the latier village and vicinity there
has come an earnest request for an oceasional visit, if nothing more from a Con-
gregational minister.

DISTRICT OF BEDFORD.

Grivpy.—Ilere the meeting was appointed for Tuesday, 15th February.
Several brethren were unavoidably absent. Dr. Wilkes, Revs. A. J. Parker, E.
J. Sherrill, D. Dunkerley, A. Macdonald, and L. P. Adams. The pastor, G. B.
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Bucher occupied the chair ; and the meeting was addressed hy Messra, Tngolls,
(Wesleyan) Granby, and Duff of Cowansville. The collection amounted to $14,
to be supplemented by subscriptions.

Granny, Sourn Rrpge, was our next station, whero our brother Buche
preaches every Lord’s Day morning. Here the Missionary meeting was held in
the morning, at 10 o’clock, and though the company was small it partook of the
character of Gideon’s three hundred. 'The missionary feeling was grod, and the
collection encouraging,—SL1. The speakers were G. B. Bucher and A. Duff.
One of the brethren, W. Marshall,  brought us on our way ”” to

Farnway CeNTRE, where our hearts were gladdened by the presence of hreth-
ren Macdonald and Adams. The meeting, which was a large one. was held in
the Preshyterian Church. Addresses were delivered by brethren Bucher, Duff,
and Macdonald. The interest was much increased hy some most impressive and
cheering statements by the brethren from Stanstead, regarding a work of grace
that has been going on there for some weeks ; we trust the pages of your maga-
zine may soon convey to the churches some account of that work, from the pen
of one or both these brethren.

CowansvirLe.—Iere, the ladies of this congregation, and some from Farnham
provided tea and cake in the church on the evening of the 17th. Though we
regretted the aibsence of other brethren who Liad heen invited, the platform was
well supplied with speakers, lay and clerieal.  After tea and prayer by Rev. Mr.
Bain, New Connesion minister, Boiton, the meeting was addressed by the Rev.
Messrs. Ingolls, Adams, Barnett, and Maedonald; Dr. Cotton, P. Cowan, Exq.,
and the Chairman. James O’Iallovan, Esq., wascalled from the platform by
urgent husiness. and expressed his sincere regret ut not being able to address
the audience. This meeting was hy all felt to he a cheering one, and we have no
doubt will result in much good to all concerned.

Brove West closed this series. Ifere we met in the new Church Lelonging
to the New Connexion Methodists. The audience was not so large as might have
been, but the interest was deep and hearty. The brethren who addressed us
seemed to have kept the “ good wine” till the last: but the Lord was with us
and his Spirit was poured out upon the speakers. Without the most distant idea
of invidiousness, where all was good, we may he allowed to refer to one address
simply on account of the importance of its subject, as being remarkably well
timed,—viz. that by brother Adams on the kind of men we need in the Canadian
Missionary field. We should like to see it in the pages of the Independent. The
pecuniary results at these three places were as follows: —

Collectiong.—TFarnham and neighborhood, $4:97); the Tea, Cowans-

ville, $6:13; at West Brome, $7-65; inall— . . . . . . . . . 818 65}
Proceeds of Tea Meeting < L I
Subscriptions, Rev. J. €. Davidson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100

¢ Rev. J. Barnett . . . . . . . . .« . o o . . . 100
“ Rev.A.Duff . . . . . .« « . « . « ¢« .« . . B500
S64 00

Which the Ladies Committee divided thus: 320 to the Institute, and 44 to
the Missionary Society, which is an adva=ce on last year of 9.
We sincerely hope that the moral and spiritual results of this missionary tour

mav far exeeed our highest expectations, A. D,
Cowansville, C. E., 2nd March, 1859.

A little girl was, one night under the starry sky, intently meditatine upon the
glories of the heavens. At last looking up to the sky, she said, ¢ Father, T hase
been thinking if the wrong side of heaven is so beautiful, what will the right
side be.”

Many come to church to bring their clothes rather than themselves.
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Tue Voice oF g Curisrian Lire ¥y Sone or Hvyns or Many Laxvs anp Aces.
New York: Carfer. Toronto: Maclear & Co.

The execution of this book is searcely equal to its design ; but as containing an
interesting summary, from sources not always accessible to the general reader, of
the vast mass of Christian hymnology, it will repay attention, Particular atten-
tion is bestowed upon the songs of the Medieval Church,—that is, to such purtion
of them as may be called Christian; for there are many which, however beautifal
in structure and composition, are downright jdolatruus and heathenish, and are
therefure properly exctuded from a bouk like the one before us. 'The songs of
Germany and of Sweden, with those of early English hyman-writers, occupy, very
deservedly, a conspicuous place. The book is by a member of the Church of
England, but is catholic in its sympathies, and of a genial tone.

Suakers aAND Suakerisy, by F. W. Evans. New York: Appleton. Toronto:
Maclear & Co.

If any one wishes to know the “‘depths of Satan,”—to trace out the strange
paths into which the fursaking of Divine revelation leads men—to understand
more than he has done before of the mystery of the human mind and heart ;—if
he wishes to see how men, professing themselves wise, can become fools—how
education will not prevent men perpetuating the most stupid blasphemies, and
becoming devotees of the wildest fullies, let him read this book with artention.
Ivis indeed a marvel, how a man could have sense enough to write it—for it is
not badly written—and yet be a believer in the absurdities of Shakerism! The
author is evidently a man of some educ tion, and displays a degree of cunning in
argament worthy of a better cause. When a plain text of Seripture is against
him, he knows exactly how to alter it, so as to make it serve his purpose—to
“wrest the Scriptures,” in fact, and most likely to his own destraction. There
are some who are said to be *“given up to strong delusion, that they may Lelieve
a lie;” and nothing of which we ever read—Spirituniism itself hardly excepted—
affords so striking an illustration of the text as the absard and blasphemous
system detailed in the book befure us.

Pews of the @hurches,

VACANCIES.

The churches at London and Stratford are rendered vacant by the resignation
of their late pastors.

PORT COLBORNE.

The Rev. G. Ritchie is laboring earnestly to form a church of Christ at Port
Colborne, where his labors seem to be very acceptable.

+ AGENT OF THE F. C. MISSIONARY SOCIETY IN GREAT BRITIAN.

The Rev. William Clarke, of Dresden, has accepted once more a commission as
Agent of the French Canadian Missionary Society, and is at present in Great
Britain, collecting funds in its bebalf. The Rev. Robert Robinson has been sup-
plying the Dresden pulpit for a time.

COWANSVILLE.

A donation visit has been paid to the Rev. Arch. Duff, when, besides other
expressions of good-will, the ladies presented $30, and the gentiemen $1747, for
his library.

ENCOURAGING.

A few weeks since, the female members of Rev. J. Durrant’s Bible Class,
Stouffville, presentedMrs. D. with a neat tea equipage, as a testimony of their
esteem and appreciation of the efforts to communicate Biblical instruction.

KELVIN.

On Wednesday, the 2nd of March, the Congregational Church, Kelvin, under
the pastoral care of the Rev. J. Armoun, made a donation meeting, on behalf of
their pastr.  About two hundred sat down to tea on the occasivn.  There were,
besides the church and cungregation of the place, a number of our brethren from
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Seotland, Claremont, and New Durbam churches. 'The Choir from Claremont
kicdly terned out, and deepls interested the meeting with soma choice pieces of
mausiz, which, with the speak.: 3 by several Ministers and lay bretbren, delighted
the company. The proceeds of the donution mesting were ahout ninety dollars.
The tea ami sccompaniments, grataitously provided by the ladies of the place,
were excellent.— Conmunicaled.

TEMPERANCE REFORMATION.
The Bill to prevent the sale of intoxicating drinks from Saturday night at 7
o’clock, till Monday morning, has passed both Houses of Parlinment.

A NEW MOVEMENT IN MASSACHUSETTS,

A meeting of dolegates at Worcester, Mass., from several local County Confer-
ences in the State, held o fong discussion on the subject of forming a General
Conference of the State similar to the Maine General Cunference. At the con-
chsin\ndnf this discussion, tho fellowing reselutions were offered and unnaimously
adopted :—

Resolved, That the formation of a General Conference, combining the various
local Conferences in this state, is desirable, as & promising method of promoting
the mutual fellmvshil? of Christians, and the spiritual weifure of vur churches.

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to present this subject to the local
Conferences of this State, and to request each Conference to appuint & delegation
of une pastor and two laymeu to meet in cousultation fur the purpose of devising
a plan, if thought expedient, for the organization of & State Conference.

CHRISTIAN ANTI-SLAVERY LEAGUE,

A Convention was held recently in Worcester, Mass., which resulted in forming
& Christiun Anti-Slavery League, designated to inaugurate & new movement, of a
more thorough and radical character in the evangelical churches of America.

The prineipal speakers and participants were Rev, Dr. Cheever and Rev. Wm,
Goodell of New York, Rev, IL T. Cheever, of Jewett City, Conn., Rev. Sumuel
Hunt, of Franklin, Rev. Elnathan Davis, of Fitchburg, and Rev. Willinm Beecher
of North Brookfield. A constitution was adupted, strongly ezpressive of the io-
herent sinfulpess of slavehulding, under all pussible circumstanees, and strung
resvlutivns passed respecting the duties and delinquencies of church members
and ministers.

REVIVAL IN TURKEY.

Mr. Clark, Principal of the Bebek Seminary, writes Dee. 24, 1858 :—

¢ We have richly enjoyed a season of refreshing from the presence of the Lord,
He has indeed visited us by the wonderful power of is Divine Spirit. An emi-
nently spiritual work has been witnessed by us, such as I have not before known
in this land; a work presenting precisely thesame characteristics which belong
tﬁ the great revival which Gud has beea carrying forward during the past year in

meriea,

Dr. Dwight, in January adds: “ The pious students, full oflove and zeal, went
forth among the neighbouring churches, to labour chiefly among church members.
One of them went to Broosa, and we learn from Mr. Baroum, who is there study-
ing the Turkish langeage, that a revival has aetually commenced, the church
members being greatly stirred up to confess their sing and pray, and some among
the impenitent being awakened. A few, already, it is hoped, have given their
hearts to the Savivar.”

A few duys later he states: “ There is a wonderful revival going on here among
the girls in 0 Jewish school, under the teaching of the Free Scutch Church mis-
sionaries. Twelve or more Jewesses have been hopefull converted, und in a
most remarkable manner. * ¥ We have commenced s daily prayer meeting,
held at noon, in a room in Vezir Khan, not far from the Lazaars.

TRELAND HALF PROTESTANT.
I am inclined to give you a pen-and-ink sketch of the present condition and
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rospects of this couniry. I mean of course, especially in relation to its religious
interests.

First of all, then~what never could have beon said before-—the Protestants are
fully half the population. There is no registration of Roman Catholic marriages ;
the not regarding these not extendingto them. But from the number of marriages
of all sects, provided that they bear the same proportion to the population as
these of England and Wales, the best modes of forming an estimate in the absence
of 4 census, there are upwards of three millions of Protestants; and the whole
population does not exceed six millions. The increase of the Protestants and the
decrease of the Roman Catbolics which has brought them to an equality, is thus
accounted for, The great mass of those who perished in the famine and of those
who have since emigrated, and are still emigrating—three hundred are about to
leave Gueedore in Donegal atone swoop—were and are, Roman Catholies, Those
who oceupy the land, thus vacated and thrown into larger farms by the purchasers
under the Encumbered Act, are mainly Protestants, and while, especially to the
West, whole congregations of Rumanists are scattered over the country, there are
no conversions from Protestantism. The controversial lectures, and discussions,
and tract circulation, have prevented this.

Then it is to be recollected, that just as the settlement of Ulster changed the
face of that province, so the change that is cavering the West and South with
Protestants and Presbyterian churches is, incipiently, altering the habits of the
people there. The Lord’s day is beginning to be respected ; and the eountry and
country towns to wear o more Ulster-like aspeet.  The leaven is at work; and
there is respect felt for the authors of the improvement, except by the rabble, out
of which the Ribbon a.d Pheenix clubs get their recruits—the tools of the priests,
In ten years, the women and their needle work and household economy, and
the men in the fields, will have so infected their neighbours with the lave of in-
dustry, cleanliness and comfort, that a visitor who had left Ireland half a dazen
years ago, would think himself in & new country.~Dublin Cor. N. Y. Evangelist.

CIRCULATION OF TiIE BIBLE IN PIEDMONT.

Meanwhile, the Redecmer’s kingdom gnins adberents in Italy, In Piedmont,
there are fresh villages discovered every munth where the Word of God has taken
root, and from whence the people corae to seek instruction and to have the Gospel
preached to them. The extent to which the Word of God has been circuluted
through Piedmont fills the colporteurs with astonishment. They make their way
to outlandish villages, where they imagine the fuot of colportear has never been
befure, but only to find the people already provided with the Word of Life. One
of them, named A~ in speaking to a friend of mine the other day, declared
that this dissemination of the Seriptures was universal through all the Provinces
of Piedmont ; that, for his own part, he had never been able to sell more than fifty
copies per month, because the greater number of families are already provided
with them. It was quite touching, said my friend, to hear him express his joy,
when on arriving in some out-of-the-way place, where he imagined neither col-
portear nor Bible had ever penetrated, and offering the handsumely bound Bible
for ons franc, the peasants met him smiling with the words—* Oh, we know that
book, we bought it last year; see, here it 181’ Then they begen to read sume
porticns, and to seek explanntions of otbers, which they could not understand
themsetves. I am aware, from positive information, that in some instances the

arish priests bave become themselves purchasers of Diadati, because they say 16
18 o more faithful translation than Martin’s. A remarkable fact brought ovt by
these colpurteurs is, that in many places the parish priests have seen the extreme
impolicy of the extravagantly violent denunciations they have been wont to make
agaionst the Protestant Bible, and have ceased from duing so.  They perceived
that by their diatribes they became advertising agents for the Bible Society, be-
eause men were led from curivsity to buy and esamine a bovk which bad the ef-
feut of rousing their priests to a state of {renzy.—News gf the Churches.

MISSIONARY ASTIVITY 0¥ THE PAPAL CHURCH.
The “ Annals of the Propagadon of the Faith,” for November Iast, records the
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departure of missionary lahorers as follows, omitting the names: From London,
July 26, 1858, for New Caledonia, three ¢ Fathers,” five ** Brothers.” and three
¢ Sisters of Charity.”  From Marseilles, October 13, 1858, the * Bishop of Enos
and Viear-Apostolic of Central Oceanica,” for his field, aceompanied by vne father
and one brother. From Bordeaus, ** about the same date,” fur the same * missions
of Oceanica,” four fathers, fuur brothers, and three sisters of charity. TFrom
Havre, August 26, 1858, ““ thirty-one members of the society of Picpus:” viz. for
America, one brother; for Tahitti, two brothers; for * Sandwich,” (Sandwich
Islands) two fathers and ten sisters ; for Valparaiso, two, Santiago, four, Lima,
eight, and lea, two sisters. From Iavre, August 28, for North America, one
father, one brother, and three sisters. From Bremen, August 30, for the United
States, four priests ard six brothers. And from Bordeaus, for China, in Septem-
ber, twenty-one priests.

Thus we have, in one number of the *“ Annals,” a record of the sailing for dif-
ferent portions of the world, of ninety-two papal missionary laborers. Twenty-
one of these were priests on the way to China; and of these itissaid: * The hope
of gaining the palm of martyrdom was the reason that induced sv many to pro-
ceed to the Celestial Empire. May they be frustrated in the expectation by the
new treaties! There will still be sufficient privations left for them to satisfy their
desire of sacrifices.”  Should not such a record serve to excite Protestant Christ-
ians tv more missionary zeal? Especially should real Prutestants move with ref-
erence to China, when Papists are sending so many laburers there, seeking * the
palm of martyrdom.”’—Journal of Missions.

AN INVITATION TO UNITED PRAYER —ADDRESSED TO THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
THROUGHUOUT THE WORLD.
(Being an extract from the Minutcs of the 23d Annual Meeting of the Lodiana Mission.)
¢ Whereas our spirits have been greatly refreshed by what we have heard of
the Lord’s dealings with his people in America, therefore:

Resolved, 1st. That we hereby publicly acknowledge the debt of gratitude we
owe to Him, and our obligatious to live more than ever, not uuto ourselves vut
unto im who died for us.

And in view of our own spiritual necessities, and of the wants of the perishing
millions about us, and in the hope of obtaining similar blessings in this Jand.

Resolved, 2nd. That we will do our best to get Union Meetings for prayer, for
the outpuuring of the Spirit, established at our respective stativns, and also at
other stations, wherever we may find two or three willing to meet together in the
cause of Christ. )

And further being convinced from the signs of the times that God has large
blessings still in store for his people, and for our ruined race, and that he now
seems to be ready, and waiting to bestow them as asked fur, therefore,

Resolved, 3rd. That we appoint the second week in January, 1860, beginning
with Monday the eighth, as a time of special prayer, that God would now pour
out his Spirit upon all flesh, su that all the ends of the earth might see his salva-
tion ; that on the first day, that is on Moanday the 8th, be a holy convocation for
solemn fasting, humiliation and prayer; and that on the last day, that is Sabbath
the 14th, be a holy convucatior for thanksgiving and praise ; that the intervening
time be spent in private and social exercises of prayer and praise, as the circum-
stances of each community may dictate; that all Gud’s people of every name and
nation, of every continent and island, be cordially and earnestly invited ta unite
with us in a similar observance of that time ; and that from the receipt of thisia-
vitation onward, all be requested in their sceret, family and public devotions,
habitually to entreat the Lord to pour out on all his people, so much of the Spirit
of arace, and supplication as to prepare them fur such an observance of the time
designated, as may meet with his approval, and secure his blessing.”

Bad company is like a nail driven into a post, which after the first or second
blow may bhe drawn out with little difficulty ; but being once driven up to the
head, the pincers cannot take hold to draw it out—it can only be dune by the
destruction of the wood.
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THE WORD IIID IN THE HEART.—BY TIHE REV. C. RIDGES, M.A.

“Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.—Psalm 119, 11.

— 1

What an aggregate of guilt and misery is comprehended in this short word ““sin,”
the greatest curse that ever entered the universe of Gud, and the parent of every
other curse. Its guiltis aggravated beyond the conception of thought. Injury
to a superior—a father—asovereign! Its poweris misery, wherever it extends—
in the heart, in the family, in the world. In eternity its power is unrestiained.
Sumetimes the death-bed scene casts a fearful gleam of light upon “the worm
that never dieth, and the fire that never shall be quenched :”” but esperience only
can develop its full grown horrors. Ilow supremely important therefore is the
onject of our preservation from sin ! and how wisely adapted are the means to the
end ! That word—which the man of God had just hefure mentioned as the guide
to the cleansing of his wuy—he hides within his heart—not for concealment, but for
security, that it may be ready for constant use. It is not therefure a mere ac-
quaintance with the word, that will avail us. There must be a cordial assent—
& sound digestion—a constant respect. It must be to us the rule that we would
not transgress—the treasure that we are afraid to lose.  Often indesd, Satan shuts
out its entrance. Ile *‘catches away that which was sown.” Too often, again,
it is withered or choked in the soil. But the honest and good heart Zides i¢, keeps
it, and brings forth fruit with patience unto perfection. Ilere it “dwells richly in all
wisdom,” the storehouse as vccasion requires ; a principle of holiness; a covering
from sin. In this view it is rceommended by vne, who had well acquainted him-
self with its valuable uses,—** My son let them not (the divine precepts) depart
frum thine eyes: keep sound wisdom and discretion. So shall they be life unto thy
soul, and grace to thy neck. Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely, and thy foot
shall not stumble.”” ~ David also gives us the same esperience—* by the word of
thy lips I have kept me from the paths of the destroyer.” And it was probably
this recollection, combined with a sense of continual danger, that suggested the
prayer—** Order my steps in thy word ; and let not any iniquity have dominion
over me.”

The value of the word is inestimable, as our means of walking with God in the
hurry, business and temptation of the day. The Psalms furaish precious mater-
ials for ejaculatory prayer ; the promises fuod for comfurs ; the reles such light in
perplexity ; the icstruction such solid matter fur godly conference—all operating
for one end—a preservation from sin. Being from the word,—u manifestation of
the Saviour’s luve-—what & keeping of the heart! what a quickening muotive!
How seasonable in worldly temptation is the warning of e word kil in the
heart. * No man having put his hand to the plongh and looking back, is fit for the
kingdom of God!” Su in the spiritual conflict let this word—'* Ilim that cometh
unto me [ will in no wise cast out”—he hid in the heart—what a preservative is it
against unbelief!  Take tke word to the unbelieving believer, (if the expression
may be sllowed,) alarmed by ridicule or persecation—* If the world hate you,
ye know that it hated me before it hated you.”” Fearing that he shall never hold
out untn the end ; I will never leave thee nor fursake thee. Trembling, lest his
sins should rise up to his condemnation—and * The blovd of Jesus Christ the Son
of God cleanseth from all sin.”  And then as to duties: let his Saviour’s word re-
buke his indulence and unwatchfulness, what! could ye not watch one hour?
—** Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation.” lide in the heart the
sorrawful story of his agony in the garden, and his death on the cross, that sin
may appear yet more exceedingly sinful?  But how is the word to gain entrance
into hearts like ours?  How shall it be Zid in so unkindly a s0il?  No power of
man could surely plant it there. The 1loly Spirit's almighry agency must be dili-
gently snight; for in proportion as we are filled with his gracious influences,
shall he be armed, as was our Master, for the effectual resistance of our spiritual
temptations.
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Lastly, connected with this subject, ofark the christian's characler,—* In
whose heart is my law”—his security—** none of his steps shall slide’’—Ais happi-
ness—*“ O how I love thy law!” Jlis viclory—*‘ the word of God abideth in him,
and he hath overcome the wicked one.”” Allinfallibly provided by the covenant—
promise—* I will put my love in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts.”
O let us not then shrink from a close contact with tke word, though the cost may
be the cutting off a right band for the saving of the life. There is no better test
of our security, than a willingness to come to the searching light of the word.

THe Fragment Basket.

Tre Revivar Serrit.—The revival spirit is a tender, humble, heart-broken
spirit. This is essential to the spirit of prayer. ¢ The sacrifices of God are a
broken spirit. A broken and contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.”
This is accompanied with feelings of deep self-abasement.  The prayer of Daniel
previous to the return from the captivity is a specimen of revival feeling. A
great portion of this prayer is the language of Christians, on awakening from a
long seasun of spiritual slumber ; and whenever this melting spirit becomes general
in n church, great and glorious is the work of the Lord.

This spirit 1s far removed from noise and confusion, and vain confidence. The
accents of humble, broken penitence will be heard in the pulpit, in the social
meeting, and at the family altar; and thfe secret places will witness the deep
struggles of spirit, where the humble souls wrestle with their God, for spiritual
blessings upon themselees and others.—The unhumbled heart cannot approuch
near the merey-seat, “ for he knoweth the proud afar offt” He will not accept the
sacrifice of the self-confident or of the vain glorious, even though, like Baal’s
priests, they cry aloud from morning to evening.

This is & most tender, melting spirit. It meets a response in kindred hearts,
and an affectionate, loving spirit pervades the little band of praying souls. Itad-
ministers warning, exhortation, and entreaty to impenitent souls, in a tender,
kind and gentle manner. Repulse and even abuse, is met with meekness. Itis
opposed to harsh, austere, and bitter rebukes. which stir up the wrathful passions
of men.—Even opposition and vivlence are disariaed befure it, and rebuke from
such a spirit, enters into the soul like a sharp, two-edged sword. But this spirit
cannot be acquired without deep struggles of soul, nor maintained without great
watchfulness and care. It shuns the nuisy scenes of carnal strife, and dwells not
with the souls that harbor envy, ill-will, bitterness, wrath, or an unforgiving tem-
per. O, that such a spirit pervaded the whole church militant! Iow soon would
the bunner of the cross be displayed over the ruins of Satan’s empire I—London
Revivalist.

Learxing oF toe DeviL now 7o Fieur tue Devie-—<If we will take such
weapons as the devil shall appoint us, we shall soon have an overthrow, as we have
done in times past. For what a trust and confidence have we had in boly water,
and holy bread? Also in ringing of holy bells, and such fooleries? But it was
good sport for the devil, he could lavgh and be merry at our foolishness ; yea, and
order the matter so, to keep us in tne same error. Ior we read in stories, that
at some time the devil went away from some men, hecause of the holy water, as
though that holy water had such strength and power that he could net abide it.
O crafty devill he went away, 1ot for fear of holy water, but because he would
maintain men in error and foolishoess.

Ye know, too, when there was a storm or a fearful weather, then we rang
the holy bells, they were they that must make all things well, they must drive
away the devil. But I teil you, if the holy bells would serve the devil, or that
he might be put away through their sound, no doubt we should soon.banirh him
out of all England. For [ think that if all the bells in England could be rung to-
gether at a certain hour, I think there would be almost no place but some bells
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might be heard there. And so the devil should have no abiding place in England,
if ringing of bells would serve. But it is not that that will serve against the devil ;
yet we have believed sueh fouleries in times past, but it was but mocking, it was
the teaching of the devil. And no doubt we were in a miserable case when we
learned of the devil to fight against the devil. And how much we are bound to
God, that he hath delivered us from these gross ignorances, and hath taught us
how we should fight and prevail against his enemy. Yet it is a pitiful thing to
see, that there be some amongst us which would fain have the old fooleries again ;
they are aweary of the word of God, they cannot away with it ; they would rather
have sheir crossing, and setting up of candles and such fooleries, than the word
of God.— Latimer.

Tue Joy oF TaE NewLy Parooxeo Sixxer.—‘¢ Rapture divine and ecstacy inex-
pressible filled our soul. Fear, distress, and grief, with all their train of woes,
fled hastily away; aud in their piace joys came without number. Like as ter-
rors fly away before the rising sunlight, so vanished all our dark forebudings, and

¢As morn her rusy steps in the e:nstern clime,
Advancing, sowed the earth with orient pearl]
so did grace strew our heart with priceless gems of joy. ‘For, I, the winter was
past; the rain was over and gone; the flowers appeared on the earth, the time
of the singing of birds has come ; and the voice of the turte was heard inour land;
the fig-tree put forth her green tigs, and the vines with the tender grape gave a
good smell, when our Beloved spake, and said * Arise my love, my fair one, and
come away.” OQur buried powers, upspringing from the dark earth, where corrup-
tion had buried them, budded, blossumed, and brought forth clusters of fruit. Our
soul was all awake to gladness; conscience sang approval ; judgment juyfully
attested the validity of the acquittal; hope painted bright visions for the future;
while imagination knew no bounds to the eagle flight of her lovsened wing. The
city of Maosoul had a grand ilumination, and even its obscurest lunes and alleys
were hung with lamps of brilliance. The bells of our soul rang merry peals,
music and dancing filled every cnamber; and every ronm was perfumed with
flowers. Our heart wasflo «ded with delight ; like a bottle full of new wine itneeded
vent. It contained as much of heaven as the finite can hold of infinity. It was
wedding-day with our souls, and we wore robes fairer thar ever graced a bridal.
By night angles sang—* Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, good will to-
wards men; and in the morning, remembering their midnight meludies, we
sang them o’er again.  We walked in Paradise, we slept in howers of amaranth ;
we drank draughts of nectar from goblets of gold, and fed on luscivus fruit
brought to us in baskets of silver;
¢ The liquid dreps of tears that we once shed,
Came back again, transtormed to richest pearls’;

the breath we spent in sighs returned upon us laden with fragrance; the past,
the present, the future, like three fair sisters, danced around us, light «f fuot
and gladsome of heart. We had discovered the true alchymist’s stone, which,
tarming all to gold, had tiansformed all within us into the purest metal. We
were rich, itmmensely rich ; for Christ was ours, and we were heirs with him.

¢ All nature appeared to sympathise with us. We went forth with joy, and
were led furth with peace; the mountains and the hills broke forth before us into
singing, and all the trees of the ficld clapped their hands. The fields, the flood,
the sky, the air, the sun, the stars, the cattle, the birds, the fish—yea, the very
stones seemed «harers of our joy. They were the chuir, and we the leaders of 2
band, who at the lifting of our hand poured forth whole floods of harmony.

¢ Perhaps our birth-day found the earth wrapped in the robes of winfer, but its
snowy whiteness was all in keeping with the holiday of our spirit.  Each snow-
fiake renewed the assurance of our pardon, for we were now washed whiter than
snow. The burial of the earth in its winding-sheet of white betokened to us the
covering ot our gins by the righteansness of Jesus.  The trees, festooned with ice-
drops, uttered in the sun as if they had coined stars to shine upun us ; and even
the chill blast, as it whirled around us, appeared but an image of thay power
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which had carried our sins away, as far as the east is from the west. Sure, never
was winter less wintry than then ; fur in a nobler sense than the poet, we can

affirm—
With frequent foot,
Pleas’d have T, in my cheerful morn of life,
Trod the pure suows, myselt as pure,’

Grace enabled us to find a song where others did but mourn.”—Serurgeon.

SiLexce 1¥ Nature.—It is a remarkable and very instructive fact, that many of
the most important operations of nature are carried on in an unbroken silence.
There is no rushing sound when the broad tide of sunlight breaks on a dark
world and floods it with glory, and as one bright wave after another falls from
the fuuntain, millions of miles away. 7There is no creaking of heavy axles or
groaning of cambrous machinery as the solid earth wheels on its way, and every
planet and system perform their revolutions. The great trees fling forth their
boughs and shadow the earth beneath them,—the plants cover themselves with
buds, and the buds burst into flowers: but the whole transition is unheard. The
change from snow and winter winds to the blussoms and fruits aud sun<hine of
summer is seen in its slow development, but there is scarce a sound to tell of the
mighty transformation.  The solemn chang of the ocean as it raises its unchang-
ed and unceasing voice, the roar of the hurricane and the soft notes of the breeze,
the rushing of the mountain river and the thunder of the black-browed storm ; all
this is the music of nature,—a great and swelling anthem of praise, breaking in
‘n the universal ecalmn. There is a lesson for us here. The mightiest worker in
the universe is the most unobstrusive. That God who has s+t the mountains in
their places and appointed an vrbit for every star works noiselessly and often un-
seen. Christian, look and learn. Be a diligent and zealous labourer, but be
willing to remain unknown. Strive after the good of mankind, but be content
without their praise.  Seek what is beautiful, and beneficial, and blessed, but
avoid that which ministers merely to self. Do not court the applause that is often
hollow and always temporary, but learn to love the retirement, where God is your
companion, and prayer the voice of your soul. Let your labours be much among
the hy-ways of the world, where souls are perishing from the plague of sin, but
where pride will not venture and love can scarcely come. Iear not to.defy ini-
quity and expose sin, but take your weapons and vour strength from the hands of
the Omniputent, and lovk to Him for your reward. Be earnest, but be hamble.
Thus, without the trumpeting of fame or the brazen finger of renown, the fabric of
your good works will rise to compel the world’s unwilling admiration, and lead
men to glorify your Father and Great Teacher in heaven.—.dnon.

DepraviTy oF MaN.—The way to assert the depravity of man is to fasten on the
radical element of depravity, and to shuw how deeply 1t liesincorporated with his
moral cunstitution. It is not by an utterance of rash and sweeping totality to re-
fuse him the possession of what is kind in sympathy, or of what is dignified in
principle—for this were in the face of all observation. It isto charge him direct
with ufter disloyalty to God. Itis to eonvict him of treason against the majesty
of heaven. Ttis to press home upon him the impiety of rot caring about God.
It is to tell him that the hourly aund habitual language of his heart 1s, T will not
have the Being who made me to rule uver me. It isto go to the man of hunour,
and, while we frankiy award it to him thut his pulse beats high in the pride of
integrity—it is to tell bim that he who keeps it in living play, and who sustains
the luftiness of its movements, and who in one moment of time could arrest it for-
ever, is not in 2ll his thoughts.--CuarLuess.

Coxversiox.—* In some, religion is hkea gradual, general growth—the growth
of something that was always within them fur they cannot go back, with distinct
conscivusness, to any time when they had it not. In others, it is a like a gentlo
and gradual {ransformativn, by which, in alvanced life, outward religinus habits
and mere secular virtues get insensibly changed into earnest faith and divine holi-
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ness ; the men may nat be conscious of the change asa process, but they may feel
confident that they are changed as o result.  Inothers, again, it is like escape from
a shipwreck—safety from the burning streams of & voleano—recovery from mad-
ness—return to life—relense from prison—reprieve from punishment—stillness
and quiet afier bail and hurricane—a gleam of light afier a dark, stormy, and
troubled day.””—BiNxgy.

You Never cay Run 11 Our.—One pleasant afternoon & lady was sitting with
ber little son, & white-haired boy five years of age. The mother was sick, and the
child had left his play to stay with her, and was amusing himself in printing his
name with a pencil on paper.

Suddenly his busy fingers stopped. IIe made a mistake, and wetting his finger,
he tried again and again to rub out the mark, as he had been accustomed to do
on his slate.

¢ My sun,’ said his mother, ¢ do you know that God writes down all you do in a
book 2 lle writes every naughty word, every disobedient act, every time you in-
dulge in temper and shake your shoulders, or pout your lips ; and, my boy, you
can neeer rub it out.”

The little boy's face grew very red, and in & moment tears ran down his cheeks.
Ilis mother’s eye was on him carnestly, but she said nothing more. At length
hie came softly to her side, threw his arms round her neck, and whispered, ** Can
the blond of Jesus rub it our?”

Dear children, Christ’s blood can rub out the evil you have done, and it is the
only thing in the universe that can do it.  “ The blood of Jesus Christ, Iis Son,
cleanseth us from all sin.”’— Band of Hope Revicw.

Treasvres 1¥ Heaven.— We read of a philosopher, who, passing a mart
filled with articles of taste and luxury, made himself quite happy with the sage
reflection, * How many things there are I do not want!’ Now, this is just the
reflection with which the earnest believer passes happily through the world. It
is richly furnished with what are called good (hings. It has posts of bonor and
power, to tempt the restless aspirings of ambition of every grade. It has gold
and gews, houses and land, for the covetous and ostentatious. It has innumerable
bowers of taste and luxury, where selt’ indulgence may revel. But the Christian
whaose piety is deep-tuned, and whaose spiritual perceptions are clear, looks over
the world and esclaims, * ITow much thereis there that [ do not want! I have
what is far better. DMy treasure is in heaven.—Dr. Tyng.

pocte

«FIGUT THE GOOD FIGHT OF FAITIL”

¢ Christian warriors, chosen band,

Pilgrims jn @ fureign tand,
Why do ye weary drovping stand
Fearing defeat and shawe?
Fasthful champions keep your grouad
Latas Legions press you round,
Hark! Jehovah’s trumpets sound,
On iv Jesus’ name.”
“Lank to theeross, your banner view,
Yonr Captain's hleo was shed for you,
Christisus, could you prove untrue ?
Benr the trattor’s doom?
Raice the in=piring battle cry,
Jernsalemn our citv ’s nigh
Her preacly wates, her turrets high
Our everlasting home.”
Queber, 29th October, 1545”7

¢ Should the fierce, the boasting foa,
Siu's arrows steeped in poison throw,
Aim at your hearts a8 moertal blow,
Yet Christ the path hath trod.
T.et fuith the powers of Hell engage
Then though till death the war you wage,
She'll laugh to scoru the fiend's toul rage
And Jead you on to God.”
“« Uacheath the Spitit's shining sword
Fizht und conquer in the Lovd.
The battle's won—ye trust his word
Aund victory i< given.
Victory! the angels siny.
Victory ! yonr trophies bring.
Triumnph. reign with Christ your king,
There is joy in Heaven.”
«“J. DY

These lines by the late Rev. James Drummond of Quebee, were intended far the
Hontreal Ohserver, but not published: they are given in the (awadwn Independent and
will douhtlecs gratify snch of our readers as were privileged to enjoy the acquaintance
of their justly lamented author.



_ﬂ’amily_amahmg.

DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM.

A short time ago, Sir E. Bulwer Lytton delivered a lectare in Lincoln, on the early
history of Eastern nations. Ile gave an outline of the history of the Babyloninn, As-
syrian, Persian, Egyptian, Greek and Jewish nations, and closed with the following
powerful and dramatie description of the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus :—

Six years after the birth of vur Lord, Judea a.d Samaria beeame a Roman province
under ubordinate governors, the most famous of whom was Pontius ilate. These
governors became 50 oppressive that the Jews broke out into open rebellivn, and
seventy yeurs after Christ, Jerusalem was finally beseiged by Titus, afterwards Emper-
or of Rume. No tragedy on the stage hus the same scenes of appalling teiror as are
to be fuund in the history of this seige.  The city itselt was rent by factions at the
deadliest war with each other—all the elements of civil hatred bad broken locse—the
streets were slippery with the blood of citizens-—brother stew brother—the granaries
were sct on fire—famine wasted those whom the sword did not slay. In the midst of
these civil massacres, the Roman armies appeared before the walls of Jerusulem. Then
for a short time the rival factions united against the common foe ; they were again the
gallant countrymen of David and Joshua—they sallied furth and seattered the eagles
of Rome. But the triumph was brief; the ferocity of the ill-fated Jews soon wasted
itselt on cach other. And Titus marched on, encamped his armies close by the walls,
and from the heights the Romans gazed with awe on the strength and splendor of the
city of Jehovah.

Let us here pause, and take, ourselves, & mournful glance at Jerusalem, as it then
was. ‘The city was fortified by a triple wall, save on one side, where it was protected
by deep and impassable ravines.  These walls, of the most solid masoury, were guarded
by strong towers ; opposite to the loftiest of these towers Titus had encamped.  From
the height of that tower, the sentiuel might have seen stretched below the whole of
that fair territory of Judea, about {v pass from the countrymen of David.  Witlun these
walls was the palace of the kings—its roof of cedar, its doors of rarest mmlles, its
chambers filled with the costliest draperies, and vessels of gold aund silver. Groves
and gardeus gleaming with fountains, adorned with statues of brouze, divided the
courts of the palace 1tself. DBut bigh above all upon a precipitous rock, rose the
temple, fortified and adorned by Herod.

The temple was as strong without as & citadel; within, more advrned than a palace.
On eutering, you beheld porticoes ot numberless cvlumns of porpbyry, murble and
alabaster; gates adorned with gold and silver, among wkich was the wonderful gate
called the beautiful. Further on, through the vast arch, was the sacred portal which ad-
mitted into the interior of the temple itself, all was sheeted over with gold, aud over-
hung by a vinetree of gold, the branches of which were as large as a man.  The roof
of the temple, even on the outside, wasset over with golden spikes, to prevent the birds
settling there and detiling the holy dome. At a distunce, the whole temple looked like
a mount of snow, fretted with gold pinnacles. DBut, alas! the veil of that temple had
beea already rent assunder by an inexpiable crime, the Lord of Hosts did not fight
with Isracl.  But the enemy is thundering at the wall.  All around the city arose im-
mense machines, from which Titus poured down mighty fragments of rock and showers
of fire. The walls gave way, the city was entered, the temple itself was stormed,
Famine in the meantime had made such havoc that the besieged were more like spec-
tres than living men, they devoured the belts to their swerds, the sandals to their feet.
Even nature itseif so perished away, that a mother devoured her own infant; fulfilling
the awlul words of the warlike prophet who first led the Jews toward the land of
promise: ¢ The tender and delicite woman amongst you, who would not venture to
set the sole of her foot upon the ground for delic iteness and tenderness, her eyes shall
be evil towards her young, and the children that she bear, for she ehall eat them for
want of all things, secretly in the seige, and straitness wherewith thine enemy shall
distress thee in thy gates.”  Still, as it the foe and the famine were not scourge en-
ough, citizens smote and murdered cach otheras they metin the way, falseprophets ran
howling through the streets—every image of despair completes the ghastly picture of
the fall of Jerusalem.  And now the temple sas set on fire, the Jews rushed through
the flames to perish amid its ruins. 1t was a calm summer night, the 10th of Auvgust,
the whole hill on which stood the temple was one gigantic blaze of fire, the roots of



FAMILY READING. 319

cedar crashed, the golden pinnacles of the dome were like spikes of crimson flame.
Through the lurid atmosphere all was carnage and manslaughter—the echoes of shricks
and yells ran back from the Hill of Zion and the Mount of Olives. Among the smok-
ing rains, and over the piles of the dead, Titus planted the standard of Rome.

Thus were fulfilled the last avenging prophecies—thus pevished Jerusalem. In that
dreadful day men were still living who might have heard the warning voice of Him
they crucified, **Verily, I say unto you, all these things shall come upon this
generation. ¥ ¥ 0, Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets and stonest
them that are sent unto thee. Behold your house isleft unto thee desolute!” And thus
were the Hebrew people scattered over the face of the earth, still retaining to this hour
their mysterious identity—still & living proof of the truth of those prophets they had
scorned or slain—still vainly awaiting that Messiab, whose Divine mission was fulfilled
eighteen centuries ago, upon the Mount of Calvary.

THE BABE OF HEAVEN.,

¢« Boes you love God ?”

The question came from a sweet pair of lips. Opposite sat & young gentleman of a
striking exterior. The mau and the child were travelling in a stage-coach. The Iatter
sat on her mother’s knee. Her little face, beautiful beyond description, looking out
from a frame of delicate lace-work. For four hours the coach had been toiling on over
an urequal road, and the child had beer very winning in her little ways, lisping songs,
lifting her bright blue eyes often to her mother’s fuce, then falling back in a little old
fashivned, contented way, in her mother’s arms, saying by the mute action, “I am
happy here.” )

For more than an hour the dear babe, scarcely yet entering the rosy threshold of her
fifth year, had been answering the smiles of the young man who had been pleased with
her beauty. He bad nodded his head to her little tunes; he had offered her his pearl-
handled penknife to play with, and at last his heart weut over to her at every glance
of » holy love, and a trusting faith made his pulses leap with a purer joy, and as the
conch rattled on, he began to wish the end of the journey were not so very near.

The child had been sitting for the last fifteen minutes regarding the young man with
a glance that seemed almost solemn, neither smiling at his caresses, nor smiling in the
dear face that bent above her. A thoughtfulness seemed to spread over the young
brow that had never yet been shadowed by cave, and as the coach stopped at the inn
door, and the passengers moved uneasily preparatory to leaving, she bent towards the
young man, and lisped in her childish voice these words,—

¢ Does you love God ?”

He did not understand, at first, in the confusion, and bent over, nearer—and the
voice asked again, clearly, almost eagerly, * Does you love God?”’ The thoughtful,
inquiring eyes meantinme beaming into his own.

I'ne young man drew back hastily, blushing up to the very roots of bis hair. He
looked in a sort of confused, abrupt way, at the child, who, frightened at his manner,
had hidden her fuce in her mother's borom—-turned to the coach door—gave another
look back, as if he longed to sce her face, and then he left the coach.

He hurried to his hotel, but the little voice went with him. There seemed an echo
in his heart constantly repeating the question of the child—¢¢ Does you love God ?”

Several gay young men met him at his hotel. They appeared to have been waiting
for him, and welcomed him with mirth that was almost boisterous. They had prepar-
ed an clegant supper and after Le had been to his room, escorted him to the tuble. The
full gleam of the gas fell upon the glittering furniture; red wines threw shadows of &
lustrous crimson hue athwart the snowy linen—there were mirth, wit, faces light with
pleasure, everything to charm the eye aud please the palate, but the young man was
conscious of a void never experienced before. 1lis heart ached to see the child again,
and ever and anon he seemed to hear her words,—

¢ Does you love God ?’

It came to him when he held the red wine to his lips—it was heard amid the clatter
of the billiard balls, the shout of me-~y laughter that filled the wide room, everywhere.
Whichever way he turned he saw the earnest glance of that blue-eyed child, heard the
low voice singing, the low voice laughing, the low voice asking thrillingly :

¢ Dues you love God ?”

It followed him to his bedside. e had tried to drown it in wine, in song, in carcless
levity ; he strove to sleep it away, but heard it in his dreams.

The pext night he met a fashionable friend. Ile was to take her to some place o
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pleasure. She was very beautiful in her dazzling robing. The gleam of pearls and
the lustres of silk and lace vied with each other to enchance her loveliness, but even ag
sho cume sailing into the room. with smiles upon her young, red lips, und a welcoine
in her words, there came, tou, floating uviseless at her side, the presence of that angel
child. The better feelings ber innocent presence hud awakened were warm yt, and
before he knew it, the young man said quickly and earnestly.

¢ Does you love God

¢ What do you mean 2 exclaimed the young girl, with & start of surprise.

T was thinking as you came in, of a lovdly child I saw yesterday,” he replied. As
I was o the act of leaving the cvach she suddenly lovked up and ssked me that ques-
tion.

¢And what, pray, put it into the child’s head? What did you answer ?’

1 am ashamed to say I was uot prepared with an answer,” replied the young man,
casting down his eyes.

That night pleasure had no gratification for him. Iis feet trod languidly tl.e mazes
of the dance, his smiles were furced, and more thar once it was said of hini: ¢ Ife dues
not seem himselt.

No, he was notlike the gay, thoughtless self of former years. There was a <till pool
lying in his bo=om, the waters of which had never before been disturbed.

Now a little cluld had dropped & pebble in, and the vibration was to go on through

eternity.

THE DANGER OF HALTING.

What is it you are wavering between 2 Dust and ashes, and ““a crown of glory that
fadeth not away.” On your right haud is Chiist, heaven, and an immortality of hlessed-
ness ; on your left hand is disobedience, rebellion, discontent, remorse, despair, and
an immortality of misery. Between these you are halting! While you halt the ¢ gulf”
is forming thut will soon be *fixed;” the character is deepening that will soen be
stereotyped for ever.  Indecision becomes decision ; you deciile for hell while you waver
about heaven. And how immiuent the peril of thuse that are wavering? Itisnow, or
it is never; it is here, or it is nowhere. The door will soon be shut that can never be
opened, and the dark abyss set that can never be crossed. 0! that I could bring home
to every halting man the position that, as a sinner without Christ, he occupies!

Some will remember a touching tale mentioned in one of the little perivdicals pub-
lished for the laburing classes. 1t was published some years ago. It narrates how a
poor man on vne of the rocky coasts of our country, that got Lis bread by gathering
sea-fuwls' eggs, went out one morning un his perilous adventure, and looking down a
terrific steep, hie saw mdway & ledge abuting from the rack, covered with a cluster of
the sea fowls’ nests.  He fastened his rope to a tree above the cliff, and lowered him-
self down till he trod upon the ledge. In his eagerness to grasp the spoil, he unwitt-
ingly dropped the noose of the rope by which he had descended, and it swung as it ap-
peared, tar beyound the reach; aud there lie stood on that narrow ledge, above him a
fearful height he had no hope to scale, below him a terrific precipice with the seada<h-
ing at its base. It was a moment ol unutterable anguish. In intensity of dismay, by
8 desperate cffort, he sprang upward. It pleased God he should grasp the rope  Ie
drew limself up to the summit, trembling with transport and terror. Every one of
us can realise the peril of that fellow creature.  But how akin to this, but intensely
more awful, the condition of every waverer! He staunds on the narrow ledge of life;
above bim is the terrific mountain of his guilt that he has no powerin himselfto seale;
below him is the fearful abyss of death, with the death that never dies. There is but
the breath in his nostrils between him and the bottomless pit. 0, awake, fellow-sin-
ner; awake to thy true and perilous position! It is late, but not too late. There is
yet hope that hangs from the cross of Jesus, or rather from the throne of God; that
hope can hitt thee over the mount of thy guilt, and land thee cn the brink of the ¢hore
of eternal safety and peace. O leap and live? ¢ Fly for refuge, and lay hold of the
hope set before you,” and as God liveth, your soul shalllive! He is slow to anger and
plenteousness in mercy.” ¢ As I live,” saith the Lord God, 1 bhave no pleasure in
the death of a sioner, but rather that he chould repent and live. * Turn ye, turnye;
for why will you die ?"—Rev. Hugh Stowell.

« Before you enter into prayer ask your soul these questions: To what end, O my
soul, art thou retired into this place? Art thuu come to converse with the Lord im
prayer? 1lsthy business slght? Is it not concerning the welfare of thy soul?”



