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A SHORT BED AND NARROW COVERING.

A SERMON
BY REV. ROBERT CAXMPBELL, M. A, D.D.

¢ For the bed is shorter than that a man can streteh himself on it; and the covering
narrower than that he can wrap himself in it.”—Isa. xxviii. 20.

HIS is manifestly an eastern proverb. It pithily deseribes a
situation of perplexity and discomfort.

The Oriental beds consisted of matbresses laid on the floor; and
in summer people drew a linen sheet over them, while in winter
they wrapped themselves up in a earpet, which was part of the
bedding. Those who have had experience of short beds, do not
wish to repeat it; while, ou the other hand, a narrow covering is
with us, in our cold Canadian climate, a more serious drawback than
it could possibly be to the eastern nations. So that this sententious
verse is well fitted to strike our minds and find a lodgment in our
hearts, as truly as it was adapted to the intelligence and sympathy
of the m2n of Israel in the days of old.

The prophet, by lms rregnant text, wished to impress upon the
people the folly of lawving recourse to any other helper than ithe
Lovrd Himself. Resting on false refuges was like a man’s trying to
stretch on a bed that was too short for him. Making pretences to
spirituality, when their hearts weve turned away from God, was as
it one should endecavour to wrap himself with a covering too narrow
for him.
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Let us see, then, what lessons this wise saying has for us. The-

bed may be taken for the basis on which our religion rests; and the
covering muy as suitably stand for the onteome of religion in daily
life. The one represents faith, the other, practice. These are the
two spiritual factors in a religious life. Character is built upon a
substratum of thought and fecling; and in proportion as the creed
is generous and true, will a noble and sinecere life be found as its
outgrowth.  So that it is a matter of infinite consequence on what
kind of religious opinions any one is resting. An ill-conditioned
creed will yield an ill-conditioned course of conducet.  As a good bed
has an important part to play in human life, so has a good creed.
The late Dr. Hall, in his treatise on “ Sleep,” has dwelt a great deal on
the former point. So large a portion of our existence is spent in rest,
that it should be a matter of concern, and plan, and endeavor to
secure that our beds and bedrooms should be adapted to yield us
healthiul sleep.  The posture in rest, he shows, ought to e attended
to.  There must be room enough on which one can stretch to his
full length, the head and chest being kept in line with the body.
A curved position is not good, as it interferes with the free play of
the lungs, the heart, and other internal organs.  So that, as a matter
of fact, it i1s unforbunate when one is so situated that his bed is
shorter than that he ean streteh himself on it; his rest will be
broken, and his health will ultimately suffer.

The same may be aflirmed of every religious system that does not
draw out all the faculties of our minds and the afieciions of our
hearts.  They leave human nature undeveloped.  They check the
religious growth.

This is conspicuously seen when you go outside Christianity and
its mother system of Judaism. The religions of nature all came vastly
short of the requirements of the hwnan spirit.  Instead of minister-
ing to minds discased, or correcting the corrupt tendencies of men’s
hearts, they became the embodiment of hwnan crazes—vain imagi-
nations controlled men, saod their darkened hearts suggested all
manner of foulness and superstitions, in the shape of religion.  As
a short and cramped bed will in time lead to the deformity of the
prrson who has not voom to stretch himself on it, and yet is neces-
sitated to lic on it, such as it is, for seven or cight hours out of every
twenty-four; so these ill-devised, crude, corruph religious systems

lerl to the debasement of men’s spiritual life, and the contraction of’

their intellectual powers.
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Sermon. 3

It was found nccessary, in consequence, that God should bear
witness for Himself in a way above nature. Men left to them-

selves, instead of seeking God and finding Him, go always farther
away from Him. The state of the heathen, in every quarter of the
globe, demonstrates that it is impossible for the unaided mind of
man to think aright of God, to know itself aright, and to be rightly
moved towards C:Od and man.  Their beliefs are as varied as th«,n
natural situations. Bvery tribe has its own superssitions ; and all,
taken together, bear witness to man’s incompetency to frame for
himself a religion that will furnish the means of his perfect
development.

God had, therefore, to break through the gloom of nature, and speak
out, above all the chattering voices of heathen priests, and tell men
what they needed to know and believe in order to their salvation—
which just means their perfect health. To have a thoroughly healthy
man, a specimen of a noble, perfeet man, you require to sceure that
not only shall his bodily organization be well formed and symmetrieal
but also that his face shall Leam with intelligenee, and his counten-
ance be lighted up with generous emotions. A vight knowledge of
God, and a right state of heart towards Him alone ean secure this
coneition of things.

Compare a Hottentot with a Jew or a Christian, and you will see
on the one hand the lowest type of human development, and on the
other the highest ;—and what has made them difier? The one has
followed the impulses of nature, and the guidance of superstition,
until they have conducted him down to ]ns low estate—the worship-
ping of lcphk s and other mean things; the other has been taught
to leok up to God and to deem himself destined to a place at the
right hand of the Majesty on High, with saints and angels as his
companions for ever.

The native Australian has not .. thought higher th.m those of the
beasts that perish ; he is little above the bmtc,s in anything, as his
habits ave more brutal than human.  The food for his body he hunts
for in the ground—grabs and reots, and his mind and heart seck
things correspondingly base.

But God has spoken through the silence and darkness of nature;
and in the Seriptures we have his utterance.  His Son has revealed
Him, and the Bible veveals His Son. It witnesses for Jesus, from
Genesis to Revelation ; bub it withesses also for everything that can
clevate man's heart and enlavge his mind.  1f any of us are poorly
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@quipped for the sphere of life which we are calied upon to fill, or
fail of glory and honour and immortality, it is because we are living
in neglect of the doctrines of the word of God and in defiance of its
‘precepts.  The Lord has given us a lamp to our feet and a light to
our path ; and if we stumble and fall, it is because we shut our eyes
ayrainst the light of divine truth.

Yes, brethren. the word of God is a spiritual bed on which
men can rest and stretch themselves to their full length.  They will
find in it all they need in the way of stimulus to mental activity
and motive for action. There is infinite variety in its teachings,
sufficient to keep the mind, which is always intent upon novel-
tics, constantly interested ; the most carnest and diligent student
finding ever new matter for thought and enquiry in the volume of
Revelation.  More has been written to illustrate and enforce the
statements of the Bible than those of all the other treatises in the
world together—and it shows how inexhaustible its treasures for
wisdom and knowledge are, that new books are every day issuing
from the press, bringing some fresh fact or view to light in regard
to its utterances.  The Bible is a well-spring of life to all that love
it. It is a constant source of inspiration to those who ponder its
lessons. It supplies what was specially needed for the intellectual,
moral and spiritual development of the human family.

2. But we must not only have a right kind of bed for stretching
onrselves on—if is needful in addition that we have a covering wide
enough and ample enough to go all round us.

Here there are two considerations bearing upon the case—the
quality of the covering, and its amount.  Linen does well enough in
a warm country, but the Indian and Esquimaux find that nothing
but skins will suflice for their comfort, while we are well enough
ofi' with blankets, the manufactured hair of antnals.

And so the quality of the religions belicf men entertain has to be
taken into account, as well as the quantity or degree.

Thus tested, the Gospel furnishes us with the quality of religion
that suits the exigencies of our situation.  What cfieet has it pro-
duced on all the nations that have come fully wnder its influence ?
Irt us consult history for the answer.  There have been nearly
nineteen hundred years in which the effects of the Gospel have been
seen—a period sufficient to have afforded full proof of the scope and
influence of the religion of Jesus Clwist.  What then has it done
for the nations of the carth? Let Avchdeacon Farvrar answer :—
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«“It expelled cruclty; it curbed passion; it branded suicide; it punished
and repressed an execrable infanticide; it drove the shameless impurities of
heathendom into congenial darkness. There was hardly a class whose wrongs
it did not remedy. It rescued the gladiator; it freed the slave; it protected the
captive; it nursed the sick; it sheltered the orphan; it elevated the woman;
it shrouded with a halo of sacred purity the tender yeurs of the child. In cvery
region of life its ameliorating influence was felt. 1t changed pity from vice
into a virtue; it clevated poverty from a curse into a beatitude ; it ennobled
Iabour from 2 vulgarity into a dignity and a duty; it sanctified marriage from
little more than a burthensome convention into little less than a sacrament; it
revealed for the first time the angelic beauty of a purity of which men had
despaired, and of a meekness at which they utterly scoffed; it created the
very conception of charity, and broadened the limits of its obligations from: the
narrow circle of the neighbourhood to the widest horizon of the race.”

When Queen Victoria was crowned in Westminster Abbey, three-
presents were made to her, fivst, the Swerd of State, scecond, the
Imperial Robe, and, Jastly, the Bible, these words accompanying the
gift: “Our Gracious Queen, we present you with this book, the
most valuable thing the world affords.  Here is wisdom ; this is the
royal law ; these are the timeiy oracles of God. Blessed is he that
readeth, and they that hear the words of this book; that keep and
do the things contained in it. For these are the words of cternal
life, able to make you wise and happy in this world, nay, wise unto
salvation, and so happy for ever more, through faith which is in
Cluist Jesus, to whom be glory for ever. Amen”  Words as true
as they are beautiful i=—and by no onc have they been put to o fuller
test than hy the royal lady to whom they were addressed.

And, then, the amount of truth which the word of God reveals, is
ample to cover the entire necessities of every human being. It has
reproof for oftenders, pardon for the penitent, strength fov the weak,
comfort for the sorrowing, counsel for the living, and support to the
dying. It has a balm for every wound, and a precept for cvery
situation.  No one can be so placed as that he will nod gain advan-
tage from censulting the word of God, in reference to the duties
which he owes.  As Jesus said: its influence is as pencirating as
the leaven,—iis sentiments reach to the utmost bound of the moral
and spiritual natures of those who devoutly and ardently study ib;
and they keep the heart and emotions healthy and pure.

In paviicular, the doctrines of grace, which are peculiar to the
Gospel, are just what his situation demands: salvation as the free
" gift of God, ofiered in Christ Jesus, and brought {o hear hy the
Holy Ghost. This is the covering which men need.  Many would
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prefer trying whether they can wrap themselves avound with their
own rightecousness—like the rich young ruler, asking what they may
do to win eternal life. The Bible’s answer is, b(,lu.\'(, on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.

And whatis the result 2 Is it to make men actually less righteous
because they cover themselves with the rightcousness of another,
cven that of the Son of God? Let history here again speak-
Luther’s assaults saved Christianity, even among Roman Catholies:
and ever since the papacy has at least ceased to be b]).lll)blL‘)S in its
infidelities and immosalities.

History tells how the northern nations, embracing the doctrines
of grace, have drawn away ahead of those that rcjected them—or
at least assigned them a less influential position in their system.

It is important, thevefore, that the sufiiciency of our erced be
insisted on.  Free grace, and perseverance as its complement, have
always produced a stalwart, vcliable, faithful people. Those who
have held to a feebler system of doctrine show the result in a fecbler
style of manhood.

Let us, then, give the Bible to all—and encourage missionary
societies in their operations throughout the world.  But, especiallys
let us make the word of God the man of our own counsel and the
guide of our footsteps.  So shall we be good husbands, good wives,
good parents, good children, good citizens, or, what is comprehensive
of all, good Christians.  When, in 1848, the revolutionary hurricane
overturned so many thrones, that of France among them, some one
remarked to Monsicur Guizot how quict and sceure England seemed
to remain amidst the storm.  “Ah,” replied the French statesman,
“ England ltas been saved by her religion.”  Yes, its general influenee
saves the community, while its particular tlut-h.s, believed, save
individual souls.

RoserT CAMPBELL.

Montreal.
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ON THE SUBJECT OF CHRISTIAN UNITY.
1ON. JOHN MACDONALD.

TS the spirit of Christian unity growing among the churches?

He is not a close observer of the forces which are at work
who is not prepared to suy yes in answer to this question.  What
marvellous ehanges have been wrought in this direction in the last
forty ycars. The lines which separated not ministers only but
laymen of the various denominations in all matters of ehurch work
were sharply defined, so sharply indeed that to the outside world it
appeared that they had nothing in common. It was for example a
rare thing for a Methodist minister to be found filling a Presbyterian
pulpit or a Presbyterian minister that of a Methodist congregation.
Equally rare was it for laymen of various churches to be jointly
associated on committees (exeept indeed that of the Bible Society)
for any matter relating to Christian cfiort of a general character
their action being strictly confined to work in their own denomina-
tions, looking as they too often did with scant favour upon the work
-of their brethren of other churches.

Forty years ago, and the very suggestion to have a psalm or a
hymn found in the collection of one church added to that of another
would have been reeeived with dismay if not with horror. TForty
years ago, ad by reason of the preponderance of a spirit of bigotry
over the Christlike spirit of chavity, the action of cach church, if
not expressed in words, was nevertheless borne out in 1ts conduct to
others. Its language being: “The Temple of the Lord, the Temple
-of the Lord arc we.”  And again: “ Come not ncar to me for I am
holier than thon"—Is. Ixv. 5.

Torty yecars.ago, and it was an unheard of thing for the members
-of one denomination to invite the brotherly aid of the members of
-any other in the extension of its church or college enterprises.

Forty ycars ago, and the social intercourse of church meinbers was
very largely if not entirely confined to those connected with their
-own denomination.
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All this changed.  Changed, too, in o spivib of brotherly love and
affection.  Tu o spirib so real and so nnmistakably sineere that the
world iff it will be honest will be compelled Lo see in it an exempli=
fiecntion of that conuandment which Christ gave to His disciples
when he said, A wew commandment L give unbo you that ye love
one another.”—John xiii. 34

How has this great ehange been hrought about ?

Like all changes which bring about enduring vesults, the process
has Leen slow, the agencies have been not only varied hut numerous,
have not unirequently been seb in wmotion from guarters the most
unexpeetad, yeb have all happily been used for the accomplishment
of & common end, and that end a spivit of brotherly feeling among
Chirist’s people of every name.

What do we find to-day ¢ Notb only do we {ind ministers of one
denomination in the most friendly spirvit tilling the pulpit of the
hrother of another when from any cause he may be absent from his
own, but doing this {o the edifieation and delight of the congrega-
tion, so that nothing is more common than to hear sueh remarks as
these,“Why, he preached like our own minister. None here could have
supposed that he was not one of our own people.  We must have
him again.”  But we find upon special oeeasions, upon the opening
ov reopening of churches, upon missionary or edueational oceasions
the services condueled by ministers of denominations other than
these in whose interest sueh serviees are held, and in every ease
with great advantage o all coneerned. We dind also that which has
now bLecome an established usage (U speak now of the city of
Toronto). the appointiment hy the Ministerial Association of one day
in each year for a general interchange in all the pulpits, that is, be-
tween the Preshyterians, Methodists, Congregationalists and Bap-
tists of this city, in which the lavgest measure of Christian inter-
change is manifested to the edifiention and delight of all concerned,
an arrangement which might very well be extended to the entire
Dominion. We find Iaymen of the various denowminations associated
with cach other in the earrying on of veligious work on those matters
in which all have a common interest. We find the hymns ot Charles
Wesley in the Presbyterian Hymnal, and the psalws of the metrieal
version and the paraphrases as used by the Presbyterian Church in
that of the Methodists. We find instead of the contention for suprem-
acy asindicated by the words ““The emple of the Lord, the Temple of
the Lovd are we,” the vecognition of a loftier and purer spirit which
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leads ench to tnke in the full hmport of the words addressed by
Christ to the multitude and to His disciples, “One is your Master
even Chrisl and all ye are brethren”—>Mabl. xxiii. 8. And for the
spirit of higotry we have one of love and confidence, which finds its
illustiation in the prayer, “Grace be with all them that love our
Lovd Jesus Chyrist in sincerity."—IEph. vi. 24.

While upors the subseription lists of many of the chuiches, parson-
ages and colleges, throughout the Dominion will he found the names
of members of other communions than those to which such churches,
parsonages and colleges helong, subseriptions in many cases given
unsolicitedly, given solely as an expression of friendliness and good-
will. "This is the spivit which fanifests itself to-day mmong the
churches. A spirib whieh continues bo widen and deepen, a spirib
which is gradually annibilating what may be deemed all serious
differences, a spivit which is enabling cach to see in the other that
other’sexcellencices, leading each to wonderwhad it is which keeps them
apart.  And is this not a wondrous change compared with that
which existed forty yvears ago? And is there nob here that which is
n eause of rejoicing “ to angels and to men” A spirib which ought
to begeb in the hearts of God’s children gratitude for that which has
been accomplished and hopelulness as to that which may be looked
for.  But docs this apply to all the denominations 2 I vegret that
Lam unable to veply in the afiirmative, for so far as the Church of!
England is concerned it refuses to recognize the ministers of other
denominations, men who have been “called of God as Aaron was,”’
men apon whom God has set his scal, as ministers of the New
Testaument, and i6 refuses to interchange with them in the dis-
charge of pulpit duties! My purpose is not to discuss this matter
in any unfriendly spirit, indeed my purpose is nob to discuss it at
all. I can only express my deep regret that the cergy of the
Church of England persist in a course which not only meets with
no approval from their people but which is to many distinguished
laymen of its communion a matter of the decpest regret, a matter
which were it in their power to remedy would be remedied to-
morrow. This I know to be the mind of many loyal members of
the Church of England, men who are known throughout the
country not for their goodness only but for their large-hearted
Catholicity, and who ave longing and praying for the day when in
the church which they love a larger spirvit of Christian brotherhood
will prevail,—and who are ready to say with Archdeacon Farrar:
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“ Perish the hand which would civeumseribe by one hair's breadth
the limits or the definition of the Church of Christ ; perish the arms
that would exclude from that one flock of the Good Shepherd the
¢ other sheep which are not of this fold ;” perish the narrow super-
stition that the spirit of God ¢which bloweth where it listeth, and
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whenee it cometh
or whither it gocth,” can only be conveyed by mechanical transmis-
sions,” and who are ready to say with Christians of every name amen
to the good Archdeacon’s utterances as to his own course when he
says: “I for one, at any rate, rcfuse to flatter the priestly pride
which would sectarianize the Catholicity of the Church of Chuyist.
The Avticles which I accepted at my ordination taught me that
the Visible Church of Christ is a congregation of faithful men
wherein the pure Word of God is preached and the Sacraments duly
administered ; and I for one, even it I were to stand alone, would still
repudiate and protest against the uncatholic teaching which would
pretend to do what it cannot do by unchurching any who love the
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and in truth.”

If there are any who think that He who died for all mankind
cares mainly or chiefly for outward organizations their views of
Christ arc not such as I learn from Him who made the keeping of
the Commandments the essential of entering into the Kingdom of
Heaven. I say with Whitfield: “Do they profess repentance towards
God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ? If so they are my
brethren.”  Brave words and timely, as brave, expressive of a Christ-
like spirit which will meet with a hearty response from the Church
of Christ throughout the world.

It must be to all a matter of rcjoicing that the Pan-Anglican
Conference reeently held in England hasalready commenced to bear
fruit. In an address delivered by Dr. Wordsworth, Bishop of St.
Andrew’s, one of the dioceses of the Scottish Episcopal Church, in
which he spoke of the possibility and desirability of union between
the Episcopalians and Presbyterians, he said: “That in his view
the fact that a Bishop’s hands had not ordained these ministers was
not a suflicient cause to refuse them admittance to the Episcopal
Church unless they approached in the garb of penitents. I can-
not understand (he continued) how any Episcopalian can rcad the
biography of Dr. Chalmers for instance, or of Dr. Norman McLeod,
or of Dr. Guthrie, or of Dr. Eadie, not to mention others, and not feel
that there is something which is seriously and wrongfully amiss,



Sympostum on Christian Unity. 11

something over which we ought not to rest until it has been recti-
fied, in the fact that such men, such Christians, were not reecived by
us to the communion of our common Lord and Master nor we by
them.”

But what agencies has God been using to bring about the changes
to which these referred 2 T'hose in a paper of this character can he
little more than touched upon.

The Evangelical Alliance it was which furnished the first plat-
form in order after the British and Forecign Bible Society, upon
which brethren of the various denominations could mecet, through
the help of which brethren were enabled to discover how much there
was upon which they were agreed, and how little there was upon
which they differed.

Then came the Young Men’s Christian Association.  This agency
inmy judgment, has been one of the main factors in working
wondrous changes, not through the extent of its work only, but
through its variety, its agents embracing all the churches, and its
work being in keeping with its distinguishing motto, “ Ome is our
Master even Christ, and all ye are brethren.”

From it appears to have sprung what might be appropriately
termed the Convention era,—Provincial, Dominion and Inter-
national Conventions for its own work; Conventions for Sunday
School work ; Christian work ; and Temperance work. And these
have been characterized by such a spirit of unity that unless the
church with which a brother was associated was known, nothing
which he said or did at such (lonvention could indicate to what
particular section of the Church of Christ he belonged.

I was, in common with all who attended the meetings of the
International Convention of the Young Men’s Christian Association
held in Baltimorce about 1878, specially impressed with that notice-
able feature of that wonderful gathering. Brethren were there of
every denomination and from cvery part of the world. The Con-
vention was under the presidency of Mr. D. I. Moody. The series
of meetings more nearly approached the deseription which we have
of the “Day of Pentecost” than any meeting which I had ever be-
fore or have since attended. The hallowed influences which attend-
ed them can never be forgotten.  As a proof of how little one knew
of each other’s denominational peculiarities I may mention that
while undertaking to presert my report to the Home Association
upon my return, I stated, that to such an extent did the spirit of
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Chyistian union prevail that I found it impossible, except in the
case of Mr. H——r, of London, England, whom I supposed was a
Congregationalist, to tell to which denomination any of the dele-
gates belonged. Mr. H r followed me, and emphasized all that
Ihad said in reference to the spirit of Christian unity which pre-
vailed and to the difficulty of telling to which denomination any
one belonged, and he added, “perhaps I cannot give a better illustra-
tion than that furnished by the mistake into which my good brother
has fallen (alluding to myseclf), for I am not a Congregationalist, I
am a Baptist.”  And then I think I may add that that which may
be called the Evangelistic movement has largely been the out-
growth of the Young Men’s Christian Association. Andin this con-
nection I nced mention no other name than that of D. L. Moody,
around whom bishops of the Anglican Church, ministers and laymen
of all the denominations have gathered and witnessed through such
agency the conversion of thousands of souls.  Many of such workers
have had life-long prejudices broken down, and have been com-
pelled with Peter to say: “Of a truth I perecive that God is no
respeeter of persons, but in every nation he that feareth Him and
worketh righteousness is aceepted with him.”—Acts x. 34-35.

Most observable also has been the greater directness (probably
growing out of the Evangelistic movement) of pulpit ministrations
'lhe rucat,er prominence given to the doctrine of acceptance with
God, zmd the necessary sequence of the consciousness of this acecpt-
ance manifesting itself in a spirit of love to God, and love to man,
a spirit with which a narrow scctionalism cannot cxist, a spirib
which leads its possessor in the language of the poet to say :

“Oh that the world would taste and sce
The riches of His grace;

The arms of lave that compass me
Would all maunkind embrace.”

Then we have the blending of the psalins and hymms in the
varions hymmnals in use among the various congregations.  One in-
cident in this connection must be noted. At @ meeting of a sub-
committee on the revision of the Methodist Hymmal, the question
came up as to the insertion of the 100th Psalm. One of the mem-
bers of the committee stated his preference for Watt's version, the
remainder expressed their preference for the Scottish version.
Whereupon the one in the minority put the case thus:—
“1 prefer Watt's version, but with five Scotchmen what chance is
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there for any but the Scottish version?” Think of a Methodist
Committec on the revision of the Eymnal with five-sixths of its
members Scotchmen, cach one of whom had either been a Presby-
terian or was of Presbyterian deseent! And will any man say that
between the Presbyterians and Methodists any bar exists, or should
exist, which would prevent them from becoming one body to-
morrow ? I think not. And thus it came that not only did the
100th Psalm, but several of the psalins and several of the para-
phrascs, form part of the revised Methodist Hymnal, so that I doubt
not that very often the congregation of both Lodies arc singing ab
the same time—
* O spread Thy covering wings around
Till all our wanderings cease,
And at our Father's loved abode
Our souls arrive in peace.

“ Such blessings from thy gracious hand,
Our humble pray'rs implore ;

And Thou shalt be our chosen God
And portion evermore.”

Some, I aum aware, are unable to discover that a spirit of brotherly
love exists among the churches although it is every day exerting its
powers in drawing them nearer to cach other.  This inability arises,
I fear, from an unwillingness to adnit that which is patent to so
wany, which wnwillingness arises from the fact that they person-
ally are doing nothing to bring about or to sustain such a spirit.
But there are others, and their name is legion, who beholding the
signs of the times can discover the cloud, the symbol of God’s pre-
senee, leading them on, and are ready to say : “Come and let us
Jom ourselves to the Lord in a perpetual covenant that shall not be
forgotten.”—Jer. 1. 5.

Ave we to have an organic union of the churches? This would
tittingly form the subject of another paper. One thing, however, is
clear, and that is that meantime it is the duty of cach scction of the
greab army of the living God :

“To be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love, in
honour preferring one another.”—Rom. xii. 10.

“To rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that
weep. To be of the same mind one toward another.”—Row. xii. 15-16.

“Po pray for the peace of Jerusalem. For my brethren and com-
paions” sakes, I will now say peace be within thee.”—Psalms
exxii. 6-9.
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Then shall that condition exist which the Apostle enjoins, that.
condition which leads cacli member of the body to sympathize with
the whole, so that “ Whether one member suffer all the members
suffer with it, or one member be honored all the

Presbyterian College Jowrnal.

with it.”—1 Cor. xii. 26.

Ocaklands, Toronto.

Chatham, N. B.

MY HOPL.

My path is rough, and dark, and steep,
And shadows overhang my way;
And wearily I toil and weep,
And long for home, and rest, and day !
Yet onward ceaselessly I pross,
For I discern the ruddy gleam
Of coming morn. 0, Son of Bliss!
Eager I wait thy cloudless beamn.

Myself I loathe, for deep in shame
With aching heart and streaming eye,
Consumed by passions blighting flame
In sin and sorrow prone I lie.
Yet purer than the virgin snow
And brighter than the.crystal light
My ransomed spirit yet shall glow
Spotless and clean; divinely bright.

No resti I hear the battle cry,
Countless the foe and keen the strife
The slain are many, strewn they lie,
Defeat is death—the prize is life;
And I shall winthe prize! a path
My valiant Captain cleaves for me;
Right through the hostile ranks of wrath
He leads me safe to victory.

O living, loving Christ! from Thee
This cheering, longing hope T bring,
My highest wish is but to be
Iid in the covert of Thy wing.
The Power, Glory, Victory,
Saviour, Brother, all are Thine !
But blessings sweet Thou pledgest e,
Thy home, Thy joy, Thy life are mine.

e

nmbers rejoice

JOHN MACDONALD.

N. McKay:
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THE THEATRE AND THE CHURCH.

HIS is a subjeet which calls for speeial attention, and one which
is much discussed to-day both in public and in private, by
Christians and non-Christians.

It is surprisingly strange, when we consider the unfathomable
gap which intervenes between the theatre and the church, that
Christians should, i any degree, hesitate in their opinion regarding
the evil and the good respectively which is conneeted with them.
They overlook the fact that theatre-going is.one r¢ the sensual plea-
sures of the world; “that whosoever will be a friend of the world
is an ecnemy of God,” and that nu snare is so subtle, constant and
perilous to the followers of Christ, as conformity to the world.
Nothing sooner saps truc spirituality ; nothing hinders a revival in
the church more effectually. Conformity implies vesemblance. And
when a professed Christian begins to patronize the theatre, and thus
look like a worldling and act like one, his spiritual sincerity cannot
but become questionable, for there is a complete and irreconcilabie
antagonism between the theatre, estimated as a totality, and the
Church of Christ. But some will ask the question, is not a church
member justifiable in attending the theatre a few timesin order to find
out for himself its character? This may or may not be a legitimate
question, but myobjectin writing is toreferexelusively tothe professed
Chuistian who is an habitual frequenter of the playhouse, and who
goes there not merely for information, but to gratify his sensual
pleasures.  Such persons, I say, arc more of a curse to $iie Church
of Christ than anything else, for they arve, as it were, standing on
the fence anxious to join hands both with the world and the church
and thus try to pleasc God and Mammon. They forget that the
chief end of their lives is to glorify God, and thwat all the influ-
ences which arve brought to bear upon the church should be of a
pious character. But what is the influence of the theatre on the
church?  As it has been properly asked, “ Who ever heard of piety
on the stage ? Who ever heard of a pious actor ov a pious actress,
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or a pious manager, or a pious amateur ?” A converted actor once
said, while passing a playhouse in which he had often performed:
“ Behind those curtains lies Sodom.” This is an appalling truth, -
yet it is omly one which must be believed when we learn the
character of the theatre. It rejects the Word of God, which is the
standard of character in the Church of God. The presence of God
is not recognized on the stage. He is present there continually asa
Witness and Judge of all that is donc and said. His eye is on every
actor, and His car hears every word of every play which is per-
formed. But there He must not be recognized, although He is known
to be present, there prayer would be an insult, and devotion a mock-
ery. Alas! what is that place to be called where God’s immediate
presence dares not to be welcomed, and where the preaching of
Christ would be considered a mockery ? T say that it is to be called
something, which is in character at an infinite distance from God's
sanctaary.

The religion of Christ is ridiculed on the stage, sin is made the
subject of merriment. Crime is represented in all its details for
amusement, gratification and gain to the actors. The name of
Almighty God is habitually profancd. The proper distinctions of
sex are broken up there in order to meet exigencies, or in order to
produce certain dramatic effeets.

In the face then of all this, why, we ask, should a Christian
hesitate in concluding that theatre going is deteriorating to the
spivitual life of the Church of Christ ?

The above are merely some of the influences which the theatre
has upon the church with regard to Christians in general, but
look also at the powerful influence for evil it has upon the church
with regard to the people who are not professing Christians, and
who have as their eriteria of right and wrong their own desives. 1
waintain that any influence for good, which is ronght to bear upon
a person in the church is destroyed in the theatre.  How many
ruined young men date their first steps in ruin from the time they
began to frequent the theatve!  They were ab fivst comparatively
pure and free from open or decided vice. They were casily ap-
proached by Christian influences, and easily attracted by the preach-
ing of the Word in that state of innocency, as it were, but play-
going opened their eyes to a new sphere of life, and completely
altered their habits of thinking and acting.  The good influence of
the church has become a thing of the past with them, for the theatre
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has now triumphed over it in their estimation, until at last whole-
some pleasures cease to please, just as a brandy drinker ceases to be
satisfied with cold water or a cup of coffce. The youths, who onee
it may be, were the most regular church-goers have now become
intimate with the swearer, the Sabbath Lreaker, the infidel, and the
liax, all through the influence of the theatre.

15 is well known that the playhouse has attractions which the
chureh cannot sanction, and we do not wonder that the mass of the
peaple should choose theatre going to church going, when we know
that “ the preaching of the eross is to them that perish foolishness.”

The whole fact of the matter is, the theatre and the church are
dircetly opposed to once another in character. The objeet of the
church is to become a means or an instrument in turning souls from
the evil that is in the world to serve the living God. Upon the
othier hand I do not believe that the theatre has ever helped many
souls toward heaven; I am sure it has sent scores to perdition.

I do not in write this way from a mere conjectural standpoint, for
then all that I have said could possibly he taken for nought, but
from one of matter of fact, and thercfore in conclusion I appeal to the
judgment of all Christians and sensible people in general, if the
influence of the theatre on the church is not only weakening to i,
but also ruinous to its members.

D. L. Dewar.

Presbyterian College, Montreal.



WOMAN'S POSITION IN THE CHURCH,—MAY
SHE PREACH?

FPYHERE has been a great clashing of tongues and pens, during
the last quarter of a century, about woman’s position in the
world. Her “rights” and her wrongs—Social, Religious, Intellee-
tual and Commercial—have compelled a large share of public and
private attention.  And now the trend of the age is to lift her from
her old gew-gaws and dolls, to give her a vigorous mental training,
and allow her fair play in the struggle for sclf-maintenance.
Castles, hitherto stoutly defended as masculine strongholds, have
unbarred their gates and offered to her a share of the spoils.

This same revolutionary spirit has entered the Church of Christ.
Here, happily, all arve agreed upon one point, viz., that woman has
an important position to fill, and one for which she ought to pro-
perly quaiify herself.  What is this position 2 What ficlds of use-
fulness does it embrace? Has it any restrictions? If so, where
are they imposed 2 It will be manifest that & proper conception of
her pusition, as a Christian worker, is of far-reaching significance,
as it must largely determine her modes of action and measure of
suceess.  Whatever it may be, it must be one which will harmonize
with her constitutional peculiarities, and the Word of God. If the
position, therefore, which you offer her, Le in keeping.with these
two principles, it will be a legitimate one for her to fill ; but should
it be out of keeping with them, it would be outside of her mission.
You cannot confer an honor upon a woman hy allotting to her the
place of a man, any more than you can confer honor upon aman by
putting him into the place of a woman.

“Shame and disgrace from no condition rise;

Act weli thy part—there all the honor lies.”

There are hundreds of women, within our church, who have a
great capacity for work, who feel the burden of inactivity, and who
long for some employment in the Master’s service.  Authority and
dircction are what these women need, what they ask for, and what
the church ought to give them.  Every good woman added to our
roll of membership, not only angments the force of moral bheauty
and attractiveness, but inereases our responsibilities also. There can
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be no question that the church is accountable for the employment of
all the talent within her pale. I know of no good reason why a pro-
perly endowed woman may nob take her stand beside our masculin-
ity, beecome its “ help-meet,” and shine with it, as a twin-stay, in the
hand of Him who walks among the golden candlesticks. Assuming
the legitimacy of the many branches of Christian work, which ¢he
now oceupies, we shall limit our enquiry to the one debateable
feature of her position,—may she preach the Gospel ?

The enquiry thus indicated may be covered by the discussion of
two questions :—First. What position has woman oceupied in the
church ¢ Second. What position can she sustain, with credit to her-
self and with honor and profit to the Body of Christ?  An answer
to the first question will throw a valuable light upon the second.
Biblical history teaches that if there were “holy men” in the church
there were also “holy women.” In the Old Testament we meet with
Mariam, the first prophetess and songstress in ancient Isracl ; but
it i probable that the prophetic spirit, in her, assumed no other
forin than that of poctic cfiusion and music. Next we have Deboralr,
designated prophetess and judge (Judges iv. 4, 3).  In our A. V.she
is said to have been “ the wife of Lapidoth ;7 but the Hebrew, aund,
following it, the Septuagiut, style her “a woman of Lapidoth,”
cither indicating her place of residence, or, as the word suggests, a
“woman of a fiery spirit,” “a torch-glow.” It ix just possible, how-
cever, that the title “judge” belongs rather to Barak than to her
(scz Heb. xi. 32). If she really held the office, her appointinent
to it may be regarded as a kind of Divine sative upon the degeneracy
of the men of that age. Then we have Hawnnal, the mother of
Samucl, & woman ugely endowed with the prophetic spivit. Her
song of thanksgiving is a poctic outburst worthy of a place busidle
the songs of Mirtam. Deborah, or Mary the Mather of Jesus. Above
all this, it was a propheey branching out into a magnificent deserip-
tion of Messiamic days.  Again, (2 Kings xxii) we find Jfuldul,
occupying a lofticr position than ¢ither of those we have mentioned.
She was a prophetess, and predicted the destruction of Jerusalem,
hut annonnced that the judgment would e mercifully delayed he-
cause Josial's heart was tender.  She was, moveover, looked up te
as a person of high authority, and her opinion, upon the newly dis-
covered book of the Jaw, was consuited by royal commissioners. o
be a prophetess, in those days, was regarded as a great honor, and
for this reason the oflice was often claimed by those who had no
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right to it (Ezck. xiii. 17).  On the border line, between the old and
new dispensations, stands another prophetess, the venerable Anne.
Entering the temple, when' the aged Simeon held the infant Christ
in his arms, the Holy Spirit came upon her, and she identified the
child as the long-expeeted Messiah,  Finally, with her stands Mary,
the Mother of Jesus, evidently inspired with the same Spirit that
rested upon Deborah and others, for she powrs out a song which
sounds like an ccho of theirs. It should be noted, however, that
apart from the spirit of propheey and song, which rested upon these
women, and to whose impulses they oceasionally gave utterance, we
meet with little, or nothing, in their lives to distinguish them from
the quict, retired, and unostentatious lives of other pious women in
the old Jewish Church. If, on the other hand, Deborah did judge
Isracl, her office included holding up the law to the people, and
bringing them back to its rule and rightecousness.  The function of
the prophetess was not only to predict future cvents, but to declare,
to teach, and to interpret the Divine will.

1t is a noteworthy coincidence that, amid the revived interest in
woman’s work in the church, the R. V. of Ps. Ixviii. 11, should be
s9 striking and anphatie,—“ The Lord giveth the word : the women
that publish the tidings are a great host.”

We have reached two points, then; fivst, that woman was fre-
quently called upon to do speeial work for God under the old Cove-
nant; sccond, that the Jews did not consider sex to be a disqualiti-
cation for high and responsible offices in the church.

In the New Testament the voice is more distinet and emphatie.
The Gospel enthrones the “ weaker vessel,” puts “honor” upon her
head, and opens fields of usefulness which will tax her highest aned
holiest powers.  Christ treated her with the profoundest tenderness
and regard.  He defended her, mingled His teavs with hers, entered
into friendly intercourse with her, and gave her His last and dying
thoughts. She, on her part, tracked His footsteps, ministered to
His nccessities, sympathized and wept with Him in His woes, and
stood faithful to Him under the shadow of the cross, when all His
distiples forsook Him and fled. And yet, it is rather significant
thiat no woman was included among the “seventy,” whom He sent
forth to herald Him among the cities, or the “twelve” whom He
ordained to establish His kingdom on the carth. If, then, it could
be proved that He provided a pattern for the office of the ministry,
it would follow that woman must be ruled out of the preaching
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clement. But; it may be asked, cannot the ease of the Sunarit:us
woman be so construed as to favor the opinion that He employcd
a woman to preach His Gospel 7 We may grant that she was vary
highly privileged, and honored, in announcing to her fellow-towns-
men, Jesus as the Messiah.  In this she joyfully did a very proper
thing ; at the same time it would be rash to infer, from this fact
that Christ ordained her to preach His Gospel.  There is no such
commission mentioned in the narrative.  Grante, aga’n, that He sent
Mary Magdalencto announee His resurrection to the disciples; but this
was asimple and private message to them, and an attempt to wienzh
an argument from it to prove that Christ ordained woman Lo preach
the Gospel, would be as wise as an attempt to poise the pyramid
upon its point. We beg $o state, however, that while Christ, accord-
ing to the reeord, did not command woman to preach, neither did
He ever forbid her.  Query, is it Iawful to do anything which Christ
has not forbidden 2 This would be o fine question for the moralist
to decide ; and we admit that an argument for the aflirmative, con-
structed upen such premises, would not be very encouraging.
But we are encournged when we enter the #Acts of the Apostles,”
and the Apostolical Epistles.  Gal. iii. 28 has been claimed, hy some,
as . warrant for women to preach,—“There is neither Jew ror
Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor
female ; for ye ave all one in Chiist.”  The contention is that, in
relation to all Christian work, the Gospel knows no distinction of
sex.  Withont challenging this conlention, as o general principle, I
submit that it hasno support in the passage quoted.  Paul, certainly,
places “male ™ and “ female ™ upon an cquality in the presence of
sovercizn merey, where both alike are welcome to the blessings of
salvation ; hut, there is not the shadow of a hing abont the official
position of the sexes in the work of the chureh. Thoss Helps”
however, mentionesl among the officers of the chureh (1 Cor. xii.
27, 25) awre generadly conceded to have been women-helpers. We
have Frequent reference to them in the New Testament. Now,
while this text contradistinguishes them from * apostles,” “pra-
phets™ aned “ieachers,” it gives them, at the same time, a posi-
tion Leside thun as assistants and fellow-laborers in the church.
This view isstrengthened by other texts. Phillip’s « four daughters
which did prophesy,” (Acts xxi. 9) were among these * helps,” as
were “these women that Jaborved with Paul in the Gospel 7 (Phil.
iv. 3). Then we read (Rom. xvi. 1) of Phebe, who was @ “servant
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of the church;” Persis, who “labored much in the Lord ” (v. 12);
Priscilla, Paul’s “helper in Christ Jesus” (v. 3), and who “ex-
pounded the way of God™ to Apollos.  After a careful study of
these cases I am foreed to conclude that they cover considerably
more ground than could be occupied by aets of henevolence and
private teaching.  Phillip’s daughters, for instance, “ did prophesy,”
—but what is it to prophesy 2 Woolrych informs us that, accord-
ing to its derivation, the word significs, “to utter in front, before
all”  Prof. Cremer says that its speeial clement is not a predic-
tion, “but a shewing forth of God’s will, and, especially, of His
saving  purposes.”  Thomas Lewin, Dean Plumtre, and Cony-
beare and Howson, admit that it is nearly allied with our
idea of teaching, preaching, and expounding the Word. Bishop
Bloomficld is very cmphatic, “this must, in the full sense, denote
speaking wnder Divine inspiralion,” and inelndes “speaking and
teaching the truths of the Gospel, exhorting, &c¢.” By turning to 1
Cor. xiv. 22-25, we learn that “prophesying” is for a sign to them
that believe, and a means of conviction and examination to the un-
believer, or uninstrueted.

By the mouth of Jodl, (ii. 28, 29) “ prophesying” is promised, as a
distinguished gift, to woman under the Gospel dispensation,—“ I
will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your
danghters shall prophesy.”  Peter quoted this promise in justifica-
tion of the conduct of both men and women, at Pentecost. It Pen-
tecost is to be regarded as the distinet charter and institution of the
Christian Church, then the gift of “prophesying,” by the Holy Spirit,
is part of woman’s heritage, and to use it is her expressed privilege.
Says H. W. Beecher : “ When, then, the Spirit of God rests upon
the women, and they have a message to give, and their hearts burn
within them, if you undertake to sct up the letter of Paul around
them, I sct up the letter of the Holy Ghost, ‘ On my hundmaidens
will I pour out My Spirit and they shall prophesy.””

I concur with this utterance of Mr. Beecher, and draw attention
to the fact that the precedent set, on the day of the church’s inau-
guration, was followed, more ov less, throughout the Apostolic age-
I wn aware that the traditions and usages of the Presbytevian
Church are not very friendly to the position here taken. I am
aware, also, that I shall be confronted with the Apostle’s well-known
imposition of “silence,” and his forbidding her to « teach, or usurp
autharity over the man”  See 1 Cor. xic 1215, xiv. 34-35; 1 T i
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11-12.  Upon the first of these passages it is suflicient to” point out
that Paul is not discussing the propriety, or impropriety, of women
teaching or preaching in church assemblies ; but that the subjeet of
his contention is, the irregular mode of conducting public worship
in the Corinthian Church. It is worthy of note, however, that verse
5 assumes the fact of women prophesying in public; and that the
Apostle does not utter a word of censure against the custom. He
simply pronounces against her doing so “with her head unveiled ;”
“Bvery woman praying or prophesying with her head unveiled dis-
honoreth her head.” The other two passages are the only ones of
any weight, and read as follows: “Let the women keep silence in
the churches; for it is not permitted unto them to speak ; but let
themn be in subjection as also saith the Jaw. And if they would
learn anything, Iet them ask their own hushbands at home; for it is
shameful for a woman to speak in the church” “Let a woman
Jearn in quictness with all subjection.  But I permit nobt a woman
to teach, nor to ha.e dominion vver a man, but to be in quictness”
(R. V). He would be a rash man who said that these words give
no “uncertain sound.” At the same time some swho are favorable
to the rightfulness and propriety of women preaching have submit-
ted the former text to a curious mode of interpretation.  Lalein,
we are told, does not mecan so much to speck, as to pratile, chatier
babble, or to talk unmeaningly, and that it was against this bab-
bling, ete., that the Apostle lifted up his voice. Even the Lexicons
of Robinson, and Liddell and Scott, give this as the meaning of the
word. But what a shock it would he to our sense of propriety, to
use bubbleth instead of speuketh, in verses 2,31 To read, “ babbleth
unto God,” and “babbleth unto men to cedification,” is worse than
“ jumping out of the frying-pan into the fire.” Besides, throughout
this chapter, lulein applics to men as well as to women ; but, are
we to infer-that men are so stocked with wise-headedness that they
are, occasionally, permitted to bubble nonsense in the church ?—that
women are so destitute of

“That fell cur ca’d cemmon sense,”

as not to be trusted to speak at all? A less objectionable method
would be to bring some exegetical skill to bear upon the word guae,
Does it mean, in these passages, wife or woman ¢ Lachmann ren-
ders it wife, in the passage from Corinthians—“As in all the
churches let the wives of the saints keep silence in your assemblies.”
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Billical scholars, gencrally, do not adopt this translation ; but it
seems to me to be the one which most harmonizes with the entire
context. Does not the very mention of “their own husbands”
give it material support 2 The mention of “ the law ” (Gen. iii. 16)
also points to the same conelusion, viz, the headship of the husband
and the submission of the wife. Then the gune, in the quotation
from "Timothy, appears to me to require a like interpretation, as the
mention of Adam and Eve, in the following verse suggests. If this
be correct, then the “silence” imposed is demanded of those who are
wives, or married women, and of these only. It is a striking coinci-
denee that most of the women mentioned in the New Testament as
“prophesying” and “teaching,” were either virgins or widows. 1f
this hypothesis be adopted it will, at least, reconcile Paul with him-
self, and remove the supposed embargo which has been interposed
in the way of certain women preaching. It should be remembered
that Paul wrote this cpistle to the Greeks, by whom a sharp distine-
tion was made between married and unmarried women.  The latter
were allowed greater freedom than the former. These distinetions
were insisted upon in church assemblies, as well as in other places;
not only were the men separated from the women, but the married
fromn the unmarried.

This distinetion will give additional foree to the Apostle’s utter-
ances respecting unmarried persons—virgins and widows—in 1 Cor
vii. 32-4, 1 Tim. v. 3-16, where special duties and privileges were
accorded to this class of workers for the Lord. Their cares were
fewer, and their desires less divided than those of the wife and
mother, and for this reason they have been set apart, in all ages of
the church, for high and uscful service.  Anmna, the prophetess, after
her husband’s death, dedicated herself, in some definite and exclusive
way, to the service of the temple: “ For she departed not from the
temple, continuing with fastings and supplications night and day.”
The “silence” and the “veiling” were both imposed as symbols of
the wife’s subjection.  The «lle, both in 1 Cor. xiv. 34 and 1 Tim
ii. 12, shows a contrast—“It is not permitted unto them to spenk
but to be in subjection.” “I permit not a woman to teach nor to
have dominion over the man, but to be in quictness.” To break
“silence,” and to cast oft the “ veil,” in public or promiscuous church
assembles, was a violation of her symbolie profession of modesty,
faithfulness, and subjection. Public authoritative teaching was an
approach to ruling and having dominion over the man, which the
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Apostle declares to be unscemly and shameful.  Submission was the
principle which he laid down, and this principle abides for ever;
“silence” and “veiling,” according to the custom of those Ori-
entals, were the evidences and manifestations of it. But it is
patent to all that, although subjection is still the law, the manifes-
tations of it may vary and change according to the custom of differ-
ent ages and peoples. I infer, then, that while subjection is still
to be the law of a woman’s life, it is not necessary that she should
show it by “silence” in the church. If “veiling” is not exacted by
us, why should not “speaking” be allowed ? Because a peculiar
obligation was enjoined by the Apostle upon a certain church, and
for special and particular reasons, is it legitimate reasoning to say
that it is equally binding upon all churches and peoples, in all circum-
stances and times ? Lo argue from a special ease to o general one,
from a particular to an universal, I submit, is a fallacy in logic.
Many things were enjoined upon Apostolic Churches which very few
will claim to be binding upon us; to wit, washing the suint’s feet,
anointing the sick with oil, greeting one another with a kiss, and
the “veiling” of women. So of this obligation of «silence,” the
customs of socicty with us give a woman greater liberty in her
practices, without any infraction of the rules of modesty or the laws
of her being.

If, then, her “dome of thought” be all right, and its furnishings
are of the required standard and order; if she feels hersclf called
by the Holy Spirit to bear a message of life and merey to the
guilty, who shall darc say to her, “Be silent 27 Are there any
duties in the chureh, of such sanctity and importance, that she
should be excluded from them, simply beecause she is a woman?  1s
Queen Hecuba still bound to excuse herself, or to be compelled into
“silence ” by others saying, “It is indecent for a woman to look a
man in the face” As far as I can see, the question resolves itsclf
into one of expediency and propricty. It must be governed by a
duc regard to times and cireumstances, to rule and ovder. Indecd,
this is Paul’s final injunction upon the matter,—*Let all things be
done decently and in order,” 1 Cor xlv. 40. 1f she goes upon
such a mission she must be under the control of rightful authority,
and possess a proper adaptation and devotion to the edification and
comfort of those to whom she ministers. I would not ordain and
induct her into a pastoral charge, with authority to pexform all its
manifold functions; but I would employ her in the work of an
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evangelist, with a special view to the reconcilintion of men to God,
and the edifying ot Christian believers. It a woman could be in-
strumental in bringing sin into the world, surely she may exereise
all the gifts and graces she may possess in driving sin out. Whoever
casts out devils commands my respeet ; and suceess in this line, to
my mind, is a sound argument.  The church recognizes and
cmploys her as a worker, in benevolent missions, in Sabbath Schools
and Bible Classes, and as a Bible woman and district missionary.
She has been suceessful here, and why may she not be equally sue-
cessful in larger ticlds? Her highly nervous nature, her vivid
imagination and magnetism, and her intense power of sywpathy,
would enable her to eateh the genius of the Gospel, to kindle into
flame the latent forces of the human heart, and win wanderers to
Christ, where many a proud theologian fails.  Passion, sympathy,
and enthusiasm give a wonderful veality to things, and she has these
to a wonderful degree.  Let every woman be fully persuaded in her
own mind how she can best serve Christ and His Chureh,— Let
all things Le done deeently and in order.”
“They talk about a woman’s gphere
As though it had a limit;

Chere’s not a place in carth or heaven,

There’s not a task to mankind given,

There’s not a blessing or a woe,

There’s not a whispered “yes” or “no,”

There’s not a life, or death, or birth,

That has a feather's weight of worth,

Without a woman in it.”

Joux Nicuors.
Montreal.
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IMPORTANCE OF THEOLOGICAL TRAINING.

FT was the s ason of the retreating sunshine, the time of approach-
1 ing winter.  Through the deep ravines and over the cloud-
capped  summits the northern winds had begun their moanin g
Half way on their journey had halted what remained of a once
strong and hopeful company.  Overtaken by disaster and pressed
by severe hardships, for which no adequate preparation had been
made, the maeny had perished, the few remained to brood over lost
companions and irretrievable failure.

Later there comes another host.  Already now they approach
their journey’s end and eateh the inspiration of vietory.  The same
obstacles have been in their way as opposed the former,  Summer’s
heat and Winter's cold, gaunt disease and hated foe have alike
hedged up the way of hoth, yet these, prepaved for the worst hefore
their starting, now go joyously forward, the tire of success gleaming
in the cye, the flush of victory on the cheek, and the soul suffused
with joy ; while ghose who started before them sit wasted and broken
by the way.

Again I ask you to cast your eyc along the journcy of life,
and here and there upon the hither side of its steep declivi-
tives you sce sitting with down cast look and heavy heart many
who started well in the race, men upon whom has not yet come the
blight of age, men clad not in the habiliments of carnal warfare, but
in suits of sober black, soldiers of Prince Immanuel, who heard the
command to go, but heeded not the command to prepare,~while press-
ing past them with joyous heart and strong you see the men who
heeded both and now ave sure to win.  The numbers of these last
are constantly becoming greater, for inen are being convineed of the
importance of theological training. In the past this has been but
impertectly recognized by the Christian Church.

1t has been thought, forsooth, that men ealicd upon to deal with
problems the weightiest with which the human mind can grapple
needed not that special training which other callings demand.  Some
of this fecling yet remains, and men are to be found to-day, who but
lightly csteem the professional school, who say give us the literary
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course and we will get our theological training in the pastorate, so
that in the coming years men will doubtless be found by the way-
side, who might, with due preparation, have run successtully to the
end.

The power of theological schools for good has been great.  From
the very carly ages we have records of their workings in the
advancement of civilization.

Ji we please to consider the “schools of the prophets ” theological
schools their history may be traced back many eenturies before the
Christian cra, but not until the.fourth century after Christ did they
take their most prominent place.

From this time until the Council of Chaleedon in the fifth century,
very great was their influenee and wide its extent.  True, the number
of schools was small, but the men who tanght in them were mighty,
and gave an impulse to free inquiry such as the world had not
Lefore known, and one of the darkest pages of history is that which
records the decline of this spirit and the arrest by hierarchical
aggressions, narrow-minded Monasticiom and political troubles, of
every liberal and scientific movemnent,

Passing outb of the light shed upon it by Chrysostom, Athanasius,
Angustine and Jerome the world plunged again into gross darkuness
and superstition, there to remain for centuries.  For, although so-
called theologians were actively engaged, it was not until about the
close of the cleventh centiry that they succeeded in bursting in
sunder the bonds which bound them and pressing on after new
truth.  Aud wonderful indeed was the development which took
place from that time forward.  Universities sprang up independent
of both church and state.  The spivit of free inquiry was abroad in
the land onee more and brooked no subjection.  Students flocked
from all quarters, and in many instances remained, not for the short
space of three years but for seven and cven ten. It is said that the
numbers reached from fifteen to thirty thousand at some of the
more prominent schools.  The names of Duns Scotus, Bonaventura
and Roger Bacon will cver shed an effulgent glow over the thirteenth
century, and set the seal of true worth upon Scholasticism, not-
withstanding the severe eriticism which it has reecived from the
pens of modern writers, and its acknowledged perniciousness in
some regards. Evils there doubtless were connected with these
great medieval schools, but they ave wot to be compared with the
advantages vesulting therefrom.  The impulse given to free inquiry
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was felt throughout the civilized world and the forces then scb in
operation have never entively ceased to act, and by their action
bless the world.

But it is with the theological school of to-day that we are
specially concerned.  What place ought it to hold?  What are
its duties? What its destiny 2 If in the days of Augustine theo-
logical training was demanded, how now when our foes are inereased
four-fold 2 It when Bacon taught at Oxtord and Scotus at Paris
and Cologne, the herald of the cross needed to be thoroughly tur-
nished, how now, when skepticism and infideliy scem intrenching
themselves anew and men, on whom we have been wont to rely with
firmest faith are yiclding to doubt and crror?  Certain it seemns to
me, no man can afford to go down into this battle at the present
day without tried sword and burnished armor.  The man who pre-
sumes to instruet his fellow-men in that which pertains to their
cternal interests, to grapple with problems which have drooped the
spirit and bothered the understanding of twenty centuries, to become
a leader to guide men out of darkness into the light, and help to
cstablish them there, may well pause this side the Rubicon a few
short years and sit at the feet of men who have mingled in life's
conflicts and bear the marks of age and battle scars.  The man who
presumes to throw down the gauntlet to the hosts of infidelity, to
meet on the right hand and on the left men who make some

specialty a life work, to answer logic with logic and be ready for

all opponents, may well pause this side the Rubicon a few short
vears and sit at the feet of men who have learned the arts of the

-objector, and all their lives have parried the scoffer’s thrusts. True,

there are men that have been long in the work, who tell us it is
waste of time, and, listening to them, many young men are, every
year, persuaded to enter the active work without the seminary
course, but I believe it is o mistake, and that such advisers are men
who, either never had the advantages of such a course or neglected
to improve them. Exceptions may prove the rule, yet such cannot
be argued from. There always will be successful ignorance in the
ministry as well as elsewhere, and the unsuceessful cultured man

-can be found almost any day. But this does not discount culture.

There never has been a period in the Church’s history when there
opened before the thoroughly furnished preacher greater opportu-
nities for usefulness and power. Men of wealth stand a’ her doors,
willing to consecrate the fruits of their toil to the service of God.
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Men of learning and social position throng her serviees and ask for
the best spiritual food which eonséerated hearts and well trained
intellects can bring. ‘

Shall they have it ? is the question to be answered by the young
men on whom has been laid the hand of God for the work of the
Christian ministry.  An affirmative answer means years of saerifice
and toil, but toil which shall have its fruition in a broadened mind
and a cultured soul, in convincing argument and a stirring gospel,
in a triumphant church and a crushed infidelity, in a saved world
and a glovitied Christ. .
G. E. ACKERMAN.,
Bujfulo, N. ¥.

GOD IN NATURE

We see our Father’s hand in all avound,
In summer’s sun and in cold winter's snow ;
In verdant woor, on grassy covered ground,
In showers that fall and icy blasts that blow.
And when we see the lightning’s flash and hear
The thunder’s roar, majestically gwand,
A heavenly voice says, © Christian, do net fear,
"Tis but, the working of thy Father's hand.”

Wi MACKERACHER.
DPresbyteriun College.
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THE INTERNATIONAL FOREIGN MISSIONARY
CONFERENCE,

LONDON, EXG., JUNE 91t to 19111, 188S.

HIS conference was remarkable in all respects. It was held in

the greatest city of the world, and in the very heart of it—in

Excter Hall—amid the din and roar of the Strand. During ten

successive days and nights thousands upon thousands assembled

there to speak and to hear of the progress of the Kingdom of God
among the heathen.

It was appropriate that the results of gospel effort for a century
should be considered at the centre of the Christian world. Every-
thing in that Metropolitan city, with its five million souls—a num-
ber equal to thé entire population of Canada—is upon a gigantic
scale. Viee and virtue, piety and godlessness, learning and ignor-
ance, riches and poverty, activity and indolence, courage and cow-
ardice, benevolence and meanncss, Christian faith and heartless
scepticism—all reach their fullest growth in London. And this
International Conference was certainly the grandest assembly of
foreign missionaries and their friends ever convened.

It was composed of about 1500 members, missionaries and repre-
sentative delegates from Protestant churches, and from one hundred
and thirty different missionary socicties. These came from all parts
of the world—from the cast and the west, the north and the south
—forming one grand sacramental host of godly men and women of*
diverse creeds, nationalitics, degrees of culture and modes of
thought—the like of which I ean scarcely ever hope to sec again.
Their multitudinous dialeets, varied casts of countenance, and yet
withal their unity of spirit and earnest purpose foreibly reminded
one of the great meeting in Jerusalem, nearly nineteen centuries
ago, which inaugurated Christian missions, and in which there were
gathered together “devout men out of every nation under heaven.”

We had present, not weak visionaries dreaming over barren theo-
ries, but strong practical men and women wholly conseerated to the
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Master’s serviee, and who had faced successfully the battle of life.
We had among our number scholars of vipest attainments in many
departments—historians, philologists, archivologists, authors of gram-
mars and dictionaries, men and women speaking dozens if not
scores of different Janguages.  There were ministers, professors,
students, clders, medieal doctors, teachers, translators, editors, and,
last, Lut not least, heroie wives of missionaries who had torn themn-
selves away from all the comforts and associations of home, and
hraved the dangers of seas and forcign climes to publish to the ends
of the world the love and saving grace of Jesus Christ.

As one looked upon the faces of that grand company of soldiers
of the eross—many of them veterans beaving the visible marks of
long and hard service, and others in the vigor of manhood and
womanhood—and as he listened to their simple story of toil and
triumph, and their clear emphatic testimouy as to what the Lord
had wrought through them among the Gentiles, he could not help
feeling that the word of God had been fultilled where it is written :
“They who go forth weeping, bearing precious sced, shall doubtless
come again rejoicing bringing their sheaves with them.”  Surely
such persons enjoy a deeper insight into the Master’s will, and are
in closer sympathy with the sovercign purpose of His heart than
those who remain at home. No one can doubt that they have
stronger faith in the ultimate success and glory of His kingdowm,
and show profounder reverence for His last conmand—* Go ye into
all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature "—than those
who are seltishly content to try to save only their own souls, and
who clutch with umelaxing grasp all of God’s gold and silver they
can lay their hands upon, and hold it fast till they cannot help
themselves, and their hands are dissolved in the dust of death.

But let us look at the Conference a little more fully before we try
to learn its lessons.

The progranme of subjects discussed was most comprehensive,
and might well have occupied several months in its consideration.
It embraced, in one form or other, all the practical questions which
have arisen during a century of missionary euterprise.  Many of
the most vital issues of the day, and problems that ave forcing
themselves upon the attention of statesmen and of the strongest and
best thinkers of the age, were manfully grappled with.

Our method of work was simple and cftective, During part of
the forenoon and afternoon of cach day the Conference resolved it-
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self into several sections which met in separate rooms and considerad
the subjeets appointed for them. The chair was usually occupied
Ly persons of rank—Earls, Dukes, Lords, Judges, Diocesan Bishops
as well as Preshyters or New Testament Bishops, and pious laymen
of high repute.

The dutics of the ehair were not difticult, because when earnest
men of God come together intent upon their Father'’s business they
are usually of onc heart and wind, and vain wranglings are ruled
out by common consent.

Praise and prayer, with reading of the Word, found a prominent
place in every session. One could not but b impressed with the
spiritual power of these exercises.  Papers carefully prepared and
condensed, and not exceeding twenty-five minutes in length, were
read, and then conference—comprising questions and answers, argu-
ments and statements of facts gathered upon many mission ficlds
followed, speakers being generally limited to ten or five minutes.
Thus the knowledge and rich experience of a lurge number of mem-
bers were made available.  No attempt was made to pass resolu-
tions, to scttle things by vote, or to legislate for the church at large.
The power of the Conference was in its spirit, not in its enactments,
in the information clicited, and the missienary impulse given to the
members now seattered in all parts of the world.  We all felt more
or less the power of the ascended Saviour whose work drew us from
the ends of the carth for mutual consultation and cffort.  We not
only conferred fogether, comparing plans, experiences, methods of
work and aspirmtions, but unitedly sent up our carnest vy, day by
day, to o Father and to Jesus the Founder of Missions, in behalf of
the perishing millions of heathendom.  And here leb me say, in
passing, that there was an appropriateness and an inipressive reality
i this ery issuing from the hearls and lips of those who had conse-
erabed Ehemselves and adl they possessed and represented to the
sacred work of saving the heathen.  They did wot ask God to do
what they were unwilling to do themsclves.  Who has not felt as
i it were 2 solann mockery for men to implore and urge the Lord
to enlighten the ignovant, and to save the poor and famishing, while
they have abundant vesources in their own hands to do so but
refuse to use thun ? They ask God to enter hovels and abodes of
iniquity, and to purily vile fallen ereatures from whom they them-
selves shrink with horror.  There was nothing of this sort in the
supplications u§ our Conference. It was those who had hazarded

A
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their lives and had given up all to save the henthen, and persons of
Kindred spirit at home, who asked God to visit the dark places of
the carth with the power of His Spirit,and to quicken His slumber-
ing church into missionary activity and zeal.

In addition to the work done in the several sections of the Con-
ference there were great public mass meetings held on ten successive
nights, when Excter Hall, which seats between three or four thou-
sand. was densely erowded. These were gatherings of great spiri-
tual power, and were addressed by men and women,—chicefly foreign
missionaries. 1 must mention, in the briefest manmmer possible, some
of the leading topies diseussed in order to give an idea of their vital
mmportance.  We considered :

1. Missionary comity, embracing the need of having a proper
understanding anong missionary committees and workers as to the
ficlds occupied by them, the boundaries of distriets, the cmployment
and interchange of workers, and the transfer of converts and con-
aregations.

2. The place of education in missionary work.  This was a large
and intensely practical subject, giving rise to all the questions which
agritate educational cireles at home.  Such as the character and use
of clementary schools and higher institutions of learning as instru-
ments of Clristian effort; the training of the children of converts
as distinet from those who ave still heathen ; the special place and
work of Sunday schools: the employment of nen-Christian teachers
in mission schools : charging fees and gathering pupils into boarding
schools, and thus removing them in some degree from pagan influ-
ences. These and kindred points were all carcfully considered.

The chief difficulty felt was that so keenly realized at home,
namely, how to permeate the entire educational work of missions
with the true spirit of Christiamity.

As matter of fact pagan teachers ave employed to give instruction
in secular branches—a rale practically followed in Christian insti-
tutions at home—and yet it is acknowledged that pagon thought.
learning and philesophy cannot save and clevate men.

3. The training and support of native workers. Should such
workers be trained in the vernacular or by means of the English
language 7 Should they be educated by individual missionaries—
the method followed by Dr. Mackay of Formosa—or be sent to cen-
tral and well cquipped institutions 2 What should be the precise
course or cowrses of study ¢ Should high attainments on the part
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of native teachers and preachers be encouraged ¢ Should  the
American or European ideal in this respect be followed ?

The prevailing opinion was, that it is not the most profitable
thing possible for candidates for the ministry and for mission work
to become profound in their knowledge of the mythological trash of

dreece and Rome. Mo learn the names and vile eseapades of the
heathen gods of the past, was not thought to e, in any sense, better
training than pagans now enjoy in their own schools and at their
own idolatrous altars.  And why should these impure and corrupt-
ing inanitics be embalmed and perpetually turned over, again and
again, in the class work and cexaminations of the high schools)
colleges and wniversitics of Christian lands 2 What was felt to be
needed, above all things, for the development of Christian men and
women fit to fill all stations in life, and cspecially to be ministers
and foreign missionaries, was, a comprehensive and firm grasp of
God’s truth. And to this sentiment I most heartily say amen,
whether we have regard to the work of the chureh at home or
abroad.

4. The organization and government of native churches.  Should
they be orgmnized in the same form as in the western world ?
Under what conditions shoukl converts be lett to manage their own
ceclesiastical affairs ¢ What of church architecture?  How are
Mission churches to be rendered sclf-supporting ? It was not con-
sidered advisable to insist upon following hard and fast lines in
these matters.

5. Missionary mcthods. I pass over these as of interest rather to
missionarics than to private members of the church.

6. Union and eo-operation in inission work. The desirableness
of such was cmphasized by all; and the degree in which it has
already been found practicable was dwelt upon.  But the divisions
of the churches at home, want of fidelity in holding and teaching
the truth of God in certain quarters, the arrogant unchristian atti-
tude of some of them in practically excommunicating the rest, were
felt to paralize efforts in the direction of organic union on foreign
ficlds. Eloquent speeches and popular books in favour of Christian
union, and the scemly rhythmical repetition every Sunday in the
year of the words of the crced—“1 believe in the Holy Catholic
Church, and the communion of saints,” are not enough. What is
nceded is a devout and honest adherence to the whole word of God,
and a practical exhibition of the fact that we do believe in the com-
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munion of saints by manifesting the Spirit of Christ, and by recog-
nizing both the ministry and saintship of all the branches of the
Holy Catholiec Church.

7. The missionary in relation to literature.  Under this head the
mission press was discussed—how far it should be restricted to
purely mission literature, and to what extent missionaries should
devote themselves to the preparation of such.  Should the distribu-
tion of Christian literature and of the Bible be gratuitous? To what
extent should the printed Seriptures be used in giving a knowledge
of the gospel to mankind 2 I need scarcely say that the unanimous

opinion was that there is nothing better for men than the word of

God, and that it should be freely circulated among all nations.

8. Medical Missions.—I was speeially interested in hearing all
that was snid on this subject, beecause our Canadian Church had
entered upon this work by the appointient of three medieal mission-
aries, Dr. MaceClure, an elder of Crescent Strect Church, Montreal,
the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, ordained by the Presbytery of Paris, Ontario,
and Dr. Smith. Those who discussed the subject were themselves
medieal missionaries, some of them veterans in the field.  First of
all they made very clear the abundant uscfulness of the work.
The Saviowr’s method of caring for soul and bLody together was
strongly emphasized as the true one.

Next they testified with perfect unaminity to their belief that
the medieal missionary must be first and chiefly a teacher and
preacher of the gospel, and subordinately a healer of discase. Some
went even so far as to declare that a doctor in heathen lands who
ignores the gospel, who is silent upon it, who never speaks in its
favor, is a great hindrance to the cause of God.  When asked why ?
The answer was prompt and decisive.  The heathen are keen and
logical in their reasoning.  They say to the missionaries: “Do you
nob tell us that the kingdom of God is fivst, that Christianity stands
before all things?  That we should love and adore Christ and speak
of Him as our Saviowr?”  “We do.”  “Ts the doctor who has come
from your country a Christian 7 “Heis” “He never onee men-
tions Jesus Christ.”  Thus the heathen reason, and are led to scoit
at Christianity through the silence of those who ought to be wit-
nesses for their Saviowr.  Aund yet is it not a sad fact that the cause of
God sufiers in a similar manner in Christian as well as in pagan
lands?  How wany medieal practitioners have sufficient faith and
courage to name the name of Christ to their patients when they
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know that they are about to pass into cternity ? What a blessed
work theirs would be were they filled with the Holy Ghost, and
thus able to speak of saving grace out of the abundance of their
own hearts !

This view was presented with singular force and faithfulness by
Dr. Gairdener, of Glasgow, in his address as President of the British
Medical Association, ab the recent annual mecting of the association
in that city. He argues that a physician, who even inclines towards
irreverence in his habitual attitude of mind, is thereby disqualified
for performing aright the best serviee he can at times render to the
sick. The physieian who stands aside and ignores the greatest of
of all questions for time and cternity,is an anamoly, and, to that
extent, a man out of place in our social system and atmosphere.  So
the eminent Dr. Gairdner thinks.  And I cannot abstain from say
ing, in passing, that the possibilities for good of our own university
in conncction with medical training are unlimited were the spirit of
God but to descend in great power upon all coneerned.

It is believed that for ability, learning and skill, and the facilities
they enjoy for doing their work, our Medical Faculty is unsurpassed
on this continent.  And, therefore, hundreds of young men from a’l
parts of the land are drawn here annually to pursue their studies in
medical science.  All this is gratifying.

One of their number, & young man of high standing in the pro-
fession and of unblemished Christian record—Dr. William MacClure
—has given himself to medical missionary service. o him, so far
as known to me, belongs the honorable distinction of being the first
of McGill medieal graduates to go on this glorious mission ; but why
should he not be speedily followed by scores of others like minded ?
It is surely the duty of the church to pray that this may be the
case. The field for such service is most promising and practically
boundless ; and I need scareely say that we have the mcans at hand
of giving such persons all necessary theological training—for they
should he so trained as well as in their own profession—in order to
fit them for their high vocation. This is the course followed in
Edinburgh and London. Ouwr classes here are now open o them
Our General Assembly has given special attention to the matter:
and we would gladly weleome them, in any number, to our halls, it
only constrained to enter through love to Christ and burning zeqy
for the salvation of souls.

But to return to the Conference. In addition to the ecight sub-
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Jjects just mentioned, we considered at some length, women'’s work
in the mission field, and home work for missions, and the relations

of missions to commerce and diplomacy—all themes of absorbing

interest upon which I cannot now dilate, but must say that women
took a prominent part in all our business, and their addresses in
that vast hall were most telling and effective.

For reasons which were not made publie the business committee
of the Conference excluded from our programme any discussion of
the rum and opium traffie, as engaged in by Britain and Ameriea, as
well as of the recent startling disclosure of systematic immorality
in connection with the British army in India. This action led to
the holding of an enormous public meeting in Excter Hall the
night after the Conference had closed its work.

Leading members of the Conference spoke in this meeting, and
strongly denounced the evils referred to as a disgrace to Christian
nations and sure to incur the manifestation of God’s righteous dis-
plessure. Resolutions, based upon this thought, and calling upon
the proper anthorities to take needed action in the premiscs, were
enthusiastically adopted. What may come of them remains to be
seen, but, in any case, it was well that such a body of Christian men
and women from all parts of the world should publicly protest
against wholesale iniquity.

It is time now to indicate the practical conclusions or lessons
reached by the Conference. These were not formulated in distinet
propositions, but they were easily gathered from the information
furnished by members and the spirit which animated all.

1. The truce spiritual unity of the Church of God was made most
apparent.

We were very far from witnessing organic ccclesiastical union
under one outward form of government. We came together as
Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Methodists, Bap-

tists, Luthcrans, and so forth, and enjoyed the utmost frecedom of

thought in taking counscl about the things of the kingdom without
being drawn into the semblance of strife or contention.  While not
abjuring our distinctive beliefs or impinging upon the right of
private judgment in sacred things, but reserving to all full liberty
of conscience, we were able cordially to recognize onc another as
brethren in Christ.  We agreed, and I think most justly, to magnify
the mighty facts of vital union to the Lord and of supreme love to our
comuon Saviour above all questions of polity or church order. We
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emphasized—and who can find fault with us for doing so—our
points of agreement rather than of difference. We thought it better
on this obvious principle, to close our ranks and present an unbroken
phalanx to the enemics of God and man, rather than to spend our
strength in maintaining man-made distinctions or mutual reerimi-
nations. And at last we gave public testimony to this belief Ly
gathering around the Lord’s table, and thus showing to the world
a practical example of the communion of saints irvespective of
denominational lines. Surely such a solemn impressive act was
well fitted to rebuke sectarian bigotry, and the assertions of those
who delight to represent the followers of Christ as hopelessly
divided into contending factions.

2. The undeniable success of forcign missions, and the need of
greatly extending them, was deeply impressed upon us by facts
presented to the Conference from many fields. In estimating suceess
the nature of the work done as well as the money and labour spent
upon it must be taken into account. The saving of souls is not a work
the value of which can be reckoned by our arithmetic and recorded
in statistical tables. Jesus Christ, whose decision in the matter
none of us will venture to challenge, declared that a man would be
guilty of unutterable folly if he accepted the world in exchange for
his own soul. Taking this as true, and learning, as we did, of
thousands upon thousands of souls saved in all foreign mission fiells,
remembering also the paltry sum expended on this divine entesr-
prise—being only cighteenpence per ycar for each communicant—
were we not right, from a business standpoint, in affirming success ?
Missions are not costly, but the reverse. What is the outlay upon
them in Christian lands compared with the capital expended on
tobacco, strong drink, opium, injurious luxuries, ships of war and
weapons of destruction? An inappreciably small decimal fraction.
Let the nobles and merchants and bankers and millionaives of
Britain and Ameriea give a month’s income to missions—without
touching their capital—and they will have done more to replenish
the Lord’s treasury than has been done, probably, in half a century-
And yet in spite of carefully cultivated Christian parsimony there
are to-day 165,000,000 belonging to the Reformed faith, 30,000,000
of them Presbyterians; 7,000 forcign missionaries, 3,000 of them
ordained, and 35,000 native helpers.

But in forming an opinion of Christian missions other results than
those purely spiritual should not he overlooked. We had incontro-
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vertible evidence submitted to us to show that missionaries, viewed
only in relation to sccular matters, are the greatest possible benetac- .
tors to the pagan world, They stemn the destructive tide of immor-
ality among the heathen. They improve their food, their clothing,
their homes, their domestic and social relations a thousand fold by
teaching them the ethies of Christ and the arts of pure and pro-
gressive western civilization. They reduce their barbarous lan-
guages in many instances to written grammatical forms. They
impart scientific knowledge, and create for them a literature per-
meated with Christian truth. They teach them the principles of
the ten commandments as the foundation of all jurisprudence, of
national and international order, as well as of self-government.
They teach them the dignity and sacredness of their bodies and the
purity which should character them as temples of the Holy Ghost
the true methods of battling with discase, the reverence due to
woman and to old age, the compassion, the tenderness and love with
whieh the poor, the unfortunate and the insane should be treated.

Did missionarics do nothing more than this, were their services
limited entirely to what is temporal, to the great and humane task
of civilizing and elevating the savage tribes of the world, which is
only a small part of their undertaking, we should feel bound, in the
light of the information furnished in our Conference, to declare their
work an unqualified suceess, but, how much more so, when we know
that they scatter to the ends of the carth the blessings of cternal
life.

3. We were informed from all quatters that the church in all her
branches had for the last fifty years been praying God specially to
open the gates of the nations to the gospel.

Daring this period, as everybody knows, unbelievers and scoffers
and worldly-wise men, who looked to commerce and secular educa-
tion, and the power of the sword to bring about great changes for
good, did not hesitate to sneer at such appeals to heaven as utterly
uscless.  But what are the facts? Commerce and war have played
their part. Nominally Christian nations have not been slow to
pour out countless millions for this purpose, and with what cftect ?
Did this enormous outlay conciliate the heathen in relation to the
gospel, or persuade them to open their hearts to the story of the
love of Christ? No. The truth must be told. The heathen have
been degraded, sunk to lower depths of immorality than formerly
known to themselves, by the representatives of commercial enter-
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prise. Rum and opium and European vices have laid waste, like a
mammoth scourge, the heathen homes of Africa, India, China and
Japan. And it goes unsaid that heathen nations have learned to
hate Britain and America for what they have endured from their
cannon and their sword, their selfishness and greed.

Sceular education, too, has played its part very largely in scatter-
ing forms of infidelity before unknown to the heathen. Hence in
India and China there is a keen demand for the latest utterances
of English sceptics. Surely it is not thus that the way has been
opened for the gospel.  But the God who hears prayer, who is con-
stantly bringing good out of c¢vil, and who turns the hearts of men
as the rivers of water, has heard the ery of his own eleet, and has
thrown wide open the gates of empires to the message of his re-
deeming love.  Verily God answers prayer. This was our conclu-
sion.

4. Tor half a century and more the prayer of the church has been
for men and women to go to the foreign ficld. This prayer, too, is
answered. Three thousand men and women in Britain and America
are to-day willing, waiting, anxious to be sent.  How has this come
about ? It is not the outcome of the intensely sccular spivit of the
age, of the mammonism, the luxuriance, the worldliness which
everywhere prevail. It is not because the attractions, the influence
and glory of sccular preferments are not sufficiently advertised.
Young men are besct on every hand with warnings to avoid minis-
terial and missionary poverty, and with solicitations to press on and
make money, that they may have a social standing and be looked up
to and honored. The example of those who thus become famous,
who live for moncy, who hold it fast to the end, and scem afraid to
look the cause of God and their own millions in the face, and have
not the courage to distribute them even in a last will and testament,
are often held up in our parlors and by the press for the admira-
tion of young men.  What is it that enables so many to resist these
blandishments ? The power of the Spirit of God, in answer to
prayer, calling those thousands to infinitely higher work and
rewards.  Again we conclude, let unbelievers say what they please,
that God answers prayer; and we have the proof of it in these
voluntcer missionaries.

5. Finally, sceing all the ficlds of the world, with the exeeption of
two or three, are open, and seeing the missionaries are waiting to be
sent to them, the thoughg was borne in upon our hearts that we
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should return to our homes and ask the churches to pray God to
send down His Spirit to teach men the right and highest use of
money, that therc may be means forthcoming to send out and sus-
tain thousands upon thousands to preach the gospel.

It was felt that when men experienced a change of heart there
should be a corresponding change of aim and of method in business
—all should be done for the Lord’s sake.  As they consecrate themn-
selves to the Lord this should involve the consecration of all they
possess and control.  Strong and true words were said in favour of
men being the dispensers of their bounty during their lifetime, and
against post mortem benevolence—against men postponing the
employment of their means to serve God until after their death.

The belief was expressed that when the claims of the heathen are
understood and the urgency of saving the millions who are yearly
perishing is felt, and when the sacritice which Christ has made is
appreciated by those who say they believe in Him, and when men
regulate their business and modes of life not by sclfish considerations
but by the love of God and supreme regard to His glory, they will
show as great eagerness to invest their eapital in His mighty enter-
prise of saving souls as in the best stocks now upon the market.
And when this occurs, and men count it not a hardship, but a joy
to invest millions in missionary work, we shall be at no loss in send-
ing out the coming thousands of godly volunteers sure to present
themselves, and the closing years of this nineteenth century may
witness the proclamation of the gospel to all the tribes and kindreds

of the world.

D. H. MacVicar.
Dreshyterian College.
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PAUL’S MISSIONARY PRINCIPLES.

OOKING back through the long aisles of the ages and tracing
the history of missions, we behold a grand procession, or
suegession, of devoted men and women, whose names constitute an
alphabet of glory. Yet back of them all, farther removed into the
distant past, stands “Paul the Little,” yet the colossal, commanding
figure that even distance cannot diminish—the pioncer, in a twofold
sense, of missions to the heathen. Noble as are the names of the
missionary host, and inspiring as is the story of their heroism, there
is no nobler name, no more heroie career than those rvepresented by
the Apostle of the Gentiles.

It may be well to try and analyze the principles that underlay
that grand issionary life which, leading all the rest in point of
time, has led all the rest in point of excellence and eminence; for
the history of man has furnished no higher pattern save only as
found in Him who made himself of no reputation and took upon
him the form of a servant and undertook the original mission to
universal man. :

I. In Paul’s life as a missionary we observe first a peeuliar low of
evangelization ; the occupation of otherwise unoccupied fields. “I
have strived to preach the gospel not where Christ was named, lest
L should build upon another man’s foundation ; but as it is writtens
to whom he was not spoken of they shall see,” ete. His special aim
was “to preach the gospel an the regions beyond” (Rom. xv. 20, 21 -
2 Cor. x. 13-16.)

The right and lett arms of Christian activity are these two—
cducation and evangelization. We are first to proclaim Christ
where he has not been naned, and then to train converts into active,
stalwart, disciples and workers. There is undoubtedly a work of
building, hut foundations must first be laid. And this necessity
cannot be too much emphasized. The mission work is sometimes
treated as though it were all one; and so indeed it is in principal.
But practically there is a great difference between those who have
heard of Christ and those who have not; between the indifference
of apathy or habitual resistance, and the indifference of dowaright
ignorance and habitual surrender to the tyranny of superstition.

You ask, Why should a man go to Africa? Are there not souls
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needing the gospel in Nebraska and Iowa, and even in our own
cities? I answer, There are unsaved souls perhaps in your house
but their destitution is not to be compared with that of millions in
the interior of China and Africa. These people are without saving
faith in Christ; those are without saving knowledge of Chuist.
With one class it is light unused, with the other it is darkness un-
broken.  Paul did not deny that there were hundreds in Jerusalem
who had scen Christ’s mighty works and heard his divine words,
who yet nceded salvation, but he yearned especially to reach those
who had not even keurd of him. Theirs was a double destitution—
first, not having Christ ; sccond, not having the knowledge of Christ.

Tale our most distitute mission districts. Can you fina a town
or settlement in the remotest frontier whe there is not at least
some pious man or woman who is competent to guide an inquirer?
One of our missionary superintendents went to o small group of
haumlets on the Rocky Mountains, where there was neither a church
nor & Sunday-school, but there he found a poor but pious widow
whose humble home was the the gathering place for prayer-meetings,
and there was not a soul in that village that would not know where
to go for counsel. But when Stanley crossed the Dark Continent,
from Zanzibar to the Congo’s mouth, over all those 7,000 miles he
found no native that had heard of Christ. And in China a poor
wan who had been convicted of sin journeyed sixteen hundred miles
to find an American consul, who, as he thought, could tell him about
the God of the christians.  Were the question before Paul afresh
for decision, where he would go to preach the gospel, he would
g0 where no one else would—where there was the greatest destitution
and degradation.  If other men feel attracted to the work of build-
ing on other men’s foundations, let them do that work ; bué Paul
vearned to press into regions beyond, where Christ had never been
named, and so within the life of a generation he carried the cross
over the known world west of the Golden Horn.

That principle of cvangelization must be the Jaw of our Christian
life if we are ever to overtake the rvegions beyond. We must
practically feel that the call is loudest where the need is greatest
and the darkness deepest.  Then, while we shall pass by no really
needy field meaver home, we shall press with untiring zeal and
contagious carnestness into the farthest corners of the carth.

IL Pauls life was regulated also by the principal of obligalion.
*T am debtor both to the Grecks and to the Barbarians, both to the
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wise and the unwise.” He was a debtor, owing and owning a debt—
something was due, from a man who had such ample revelations of
truth, to the rest of mankind. :

We often speak of the family of man. God’s universal Father-
hood involves and implics man’s universal brotherhood, and this
brotherhood implies a mutual bond of obligation. We are each our
brother’s keeper.  Huber, the blind naturalist, observed that a wasp
or an ant would not stay alone to enjoy some precious morsel, but
go to the nest and return as leader of a host that might partake of
the same delicacy. If I have found the bread of life, I owe a duty
to my hungry and perishing brother to supply his needs, especially
since the more I divide my loat the more it multiplies. He that is
content idly to enjoy gospel blessings, without caring for the starv-
ing, dying millions, is guilty of inhumanity. There is such a thing
as encouragit - a monoply in salvation.  And monoply is monstrous
in proportion to the value of the article monopolized.

How can any man contemplate the moral and spiritual ruin of
the race and he unmoved!  Have we not all one Father?  And we,
are we not all brethren?  What would be thought of a family that
should allow 2 member of the houschold that was living thousands
of miles away in destitution and degradation to go unthought of
uncared for, unaided, because remote from home ?  Is not that very
remoteness o reason why the heart gocs out in especial tenderness
in that dircction? Let a Christmas scason come, and the annual
love tokens be distributed, and the fivst child provided for will be the
absent one, nay, even the alicnated one.  Such is the love of God
and the love born of God: it secks the farthest, neediest, poorest,
first of all, heeause the more liable to be overlooked.

Indifference to foreign missions is the natural outcome of infidelity
and materialism. Deny the unity of the race in Adam, the oneness
of the human family ; make man the oftspring of the monkey or the
clod of earth, and a frue manhood the result of development, and
the logical cficet is apathy toward a pagan world. The Hottentob
is & brute.  The French governor of the Isle of Bourbon is right:
“*You may as well attempt to convert oxen or asses as to mal-e
Christian men out of the Malagasy.” According to the erced of
Huxley, Darwin & Co., these superstitious fetish worshipers are
brates, at Lest only on the long road toward manhood.  Why not
let them alone and take care of the higher products of cvolution !
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Let these millions of cannibals die eating each other ; it matters not
it they are never evolved!

But the instant you heartily believe that God has made of one
blood all nations of men; that the family of man is one ; that there
is no human being however embruted or brutal that is a brute; that
behind the darkest skin and most bestial physique an immortal soul
burns like a gem buried in the dust ; that the Maori, Papuan, Terra
del Fuegan is my brother and yours, and capable of a future equally
glorious with that of any other soul—the moment you accept this
truth, such indifference cannot survive.

III. The Law of Accomodation. “I am made all things to all
men, that by all means I might save some.” This means nothing
less than that Paul identified himself with every class of men
whom he met and sought to save: Even now Christian character is
sometimes rigid and frigid in its inflexibility. We know very little
about bending and stooping. We have our inborn, inbred peculiar-
ities; we call them characteristics because they secem inseparable
from character. Our high intellectuality lifts us above ignorance,
our refined taste above coarseness, our wealty associations above the
environments of poverty. We are pronc to consult our aflinities.
And so society separates into little groups of those who are like-
winded.  Self-love degenerates into selfishness; we become com-
paratively isolated, and do not touch the great mass of humanity
sympathetically, helpfully, savingly.

This great apostle had everything to tempt him to a similar isola-
tion and separation. He was a man of royal mind, enviched with
iwperial culture. The schools of Tarsus had done all for him that
Greek wisdom and Roman civilization could accomplish, and the
schools of the prophets with Gamalicl as teacher had added to all
the polish of sccular learning the strength and solidity of sacred
knowledge. He was fitted for a Corinthian column in the structure
of socicty, for he had the solid, massive, substantial cducation of
Judean scholarship surmounted by the clegance and grace of Athen-
ian philosophy. Besides all this he had refined sensibilitics. He
wis delicately organized.  All his emotional and affectional nature
was built on the most exquisite pattern. He had the strength of
wanly courage and fortitude, with the tenderness of womanly
sympathy and sensibility. He was aggressively active, yet his
cnergy and activity were qualified by the passive virtues.

Such a man was one most likely to retire into the comparative
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exclusion and seclusion of a few cultured friends. He might have
been at the head of an academy, or a court, or an army, but he
would have been naturally the centre of a small cirele of intimate
associates. But Paul had beneath his life a principle of accomoda-
tion. He saw all men in a lost condition, and so terrible was
spiritual alicnation from God that in those measureless depths all
comparative differcnees were lost, as in the star-sown depths of illi-
mitable space. And he forgot his intellectual gifts and graces, his
fine sensibilitics and selfish affinities, in one burning desire to save
men. To the Jew he was a Jew, that he might gain the Jews; to
those who were under the law or without law, he was himself in the
sume condition, that he might save them. He sacrificed no prin-
ciple, he denied no truth, he compromised no eternal verities, but he
got down to every other man’s level and from his point of view
looked at life and duty, law and penalty, sin and salvation. Beside
a poor man he felt poor; beside the rich man he imagined himself
encompassed by the snares of greed ; with the ignorant he forgot.
his learning, and with the gross his refinement. The idolater and
soreerer found in him a man who could sympathize with a mistaken
religiousness and a “temptation to Impose on popular credulity.
Chained to a soldier as a common convict, he becane interested in
the soldier’s life as an armed defender of the state, and beeame for
the time himself a soldier, and as day by day he was chained to a
new member of the Pratorian guard he told anew the story of the
cross till so he had preached the gospel to the whole guard in turn.
Whether in the palace of the Cwaesars or the Philippian jail ; whether
in the house of Lydia or the synagogue at Thessalonica ; whether on
Mars Hill or the Temple stairs; among the barbarians of Malta or
the disciples at Antioch, he never anywhere held himself aloof frcm
human souls. There is no lofty air of supériority in the presence
of the lowest and no servile air of cowardice and flattery in the pre-
sence of the highest. This accomodation might almost be called
assimilation, for it brought him into such vital, honest, sympathetic
contact with man as man. .

I have a friend who holds weckly in his church parlors a theo-
logical clinic. He brings in convicts, the vicious, the abandoned,
the profane, the infidel, and asks them questions concerning their
life and opinions and notions of men and things, that, to a band of
Christian workers, he may by a kind of dissection of spiritual ex-
perience unfold]the mysteries of that strange thing the human
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heart. Paul’s life was one long spivitual elinic. He studied men
that he might know them, and sought to know them that he might °
reach them.

IV. Again, Paul was moved by the principle of self-abnegation.
“Not secking mine own profit, but the profit of many that they
may be saved.”  Mark, not even his own profit. There are many
who get where they forego pleasure for other’s profit, but Panl sur-
rendered cven his own profit.  He simply lost sight of himself in
his passion for souls. .

Only in the light of this marvelous enthusiasm for God can we
interpret Paul’s self-limitation.  “I determined not to know any-
thing among you save Jesus Christ and him crueitied.”  Wisdom of
words he could forego lest the eross of Christ be made of none efiect.
Literary ambition beekoned him on to reecive its shining erown,
but he forgot all else in that absorbing passion.  He could say with
Count von Zinzendort, “ feh haly eine Pussion, und die est FEr,
awr I

In this flame of devotion to his Lord all else was consumed.  The:
lust of gain, of applause, of pleasure, of office, of power, of achiceve-
ment, all burned as to ashes in those inward fives that left only the
image of his Redeemer to survive and glow the more hrightly. Of
this sclf-abuegation there is no expression more sublime than that
in the cpistle to the Colossians (i. 24), “Who now rgjoice in my
sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afffictions
of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which is the church.”

To be erucitied with Christ was a reality to such a man. It
meant a cross and a death to self in order to save others.  Christ’s
death saved no human soul. It only wade salvation possible.  The
word of God is hub the declaration of the terms of salvation. The
Holy Spirit must take of the truth and blood and apply them to
the soul.  But how does the application come ? By Lhuman ageney.
A believer, one to whom salvation has come hy faith and faith by
hearing, becomes the missing link that joins Christ on the cross, in
the word and in the Spirit, to the penitent soul.  The believer is a
witness and a herald ; he tells the story of rvedeeming love, aml he
adds his own experience to attest the word.  The Holy Spirit uses
that believing testimony to convince the reason, persuade the heart,
and move the will. It may be veverently said that the bloml of
Jesus plus the witness of $he word, plus the work of the Holy
Spivit, plus the believer, save sinners, for, each in its own place, all
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together arc used by God to accomplish the salvation of the lost.
God might have saved men immediately. He chose to do it -
mediately. Hence Paul needed to fill up what was behind of the
sutferings of Christ in his own flesh for his body’s sake. He had no
need to atone for men, for the work of atonement was “finished ;"
he had no need to furnish the Holy Scriptures of truth, for they
were all embraced in the Bible; he had no need to act as a divine
physician to apply the balm of Gilead. The blood, the word, the
Spirit were provided ; all he had to do—but that was still lacking—
was to get human souls where the blood could sprinkle them, where
the word could reach and teach them, where the Spirit could touch
and transform them. And to do this he was content to suffer with
Christ and bear in his body the marks, stigmata, of the Lord Jesus
as one literally crucified with him.

Paul’s success in evangelism is no mystery; it is all an open
sceret.  Give us one man, moved by such principles of evangeliza-~
tion, obligation, accommodation, abnegation, and again the history of
humanity shall show a man who in one generation will compass the
known world with the retwork of his personal labor and make a
continent echo with the trumpet voice of his testimony !

A. T. PIERSON,

wn the Missionary Review of the World.
Pliladelphia.



MISSIONARY FACTS.

* Facts are the finger of God. There is no logic like the logic of events; no
demonstration like the demonstration of the spirit.”—Dr. Pierson
ISSIONARY facts were never more numerous than at present.

They come to us from many lands.  They encourage Churis
tians, dispel darkness, and show that God lives, and loves to save
sinners.

1. Fuacts indicate progress—For three thousand years there
existed but three versions of the Holy Scriptures. To-day they
may be read in 350 languages. In 1800 the Bible could be studied
by one-fifth of the carth’s population. Now it is accessible to nine-
tenths of 'the world’s inhabitants. Protestants now occupy over 500
separate mission fields. In these they have more than 20,000 mis-
sion stations, with no less than 40,000 missionaries. 500,000 heathen
children attend mission schools, 1,000,000 comnunicants are enrolled
in congregations gathered from among the heathen, and 2,000,000
stated hearers are nominal adherents of the cvangelical faith.—
Claistiun at Work.

For many centuries Christianity made but little progress among
the Jews. In 1800 it is said that there were only fifty believing
Jews in all England.  The London Society for the propagation of
Christianity among the Jews was set on foot in 1809. Now 89 of
that Socicty’s agents are Christian Israclites. 400 Jews and Jewesses
were present at one of the Socicty’s anniversaries in Birmingham
and gave liberally for its support. The Haibruz, a Jewish organ,
states that in Vienna 248 Jews were converted last year to Chris-
tianity.

Dr. Delitzsch of Leipzig is starting a movement for mission work
amongst the Jews in nine German Universities.  Over 300 are now
training for thatibranch of Christian work.

In 1498 Savonarola was burned as a martyr. His dying cry was:
“ 0 Italy, I warn thee that only Christ can save thee! The time
for the Holy Ghest has not yet come, but it will” In 1866 a Pro-
testant minster was expelled for preaching in Rome. In 1886 Leo
XTIL says to his Cardinals, “ With profound anguish and deep
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regret we behold the impicty with which Protestants freely and
with impunity propagate their heretical doctrines, and attack the
most august and sacred doctrines of our holy religion—even here
at Rome, the centre of the faith and the zeal of the universal and
infallible teacher of the church.” Just before the last new year,
the Roman Catholic Mayor of Rome went to call o the Pope, to
express his congratulations and those of the city. It was said that
he went in his private capacity, not in his official relation. The
Government declared that on such an occasion the man could not
separate himself from the official, and «t onee demunded his vesiy-
nation. Progress is thus the watchword all along the line.

8. Fucts show that Christianity s the true civilizing agency.—
In 1832 Charles Darwin made his cirecumnavigation voyage in the
Beagle.  Among other places visited was Tierra del Fuega on the
South American coast. His description of the Fuegians shocks
us. To him they represented the lowest type he had ever
scen of humanity. They were savages of the worst type. He
thought it was useless sending missionaries to them  They could
not be civilized nor christianized. So thought the renmowned
Naturalist. Not so, however, the Christian Missionery.  Thomas
Bridges offered himself for work among them. He was ac-
cepted, went amongst the people, heard their curious voeal
tones, created a language for them, and taught them to read
and understand it. Part of the Saviour’s life was translated
into the Yah-gan tongue. This the natives read, understood, be-
lieved, and were melted by. More of the Bible was wanted and
given them. In a short time the Fuegians were subdued, eivilized,
and christianized. The story is not yet finished. Darwin heard of
the missionary’s work. In 1869 he c¢nclosed a cheque for £5 to the
Missionary Society’s funds as a testimony of the interest he took iy,
their work. In 1870 he said: “The success of the mission is most
wonderful and shames me, as I always prophesied utter failure. It
is a grand success.” In 1880 he wrote: “It is truly wonderful
what you have heard from Mr. Bridges about the honesty and
language of the Fuegians. I cexrtainly should have predicted that
not all the missionaries in the world could have done what has
been done”  So far Darwin. Here is what the Rev. James Chal-
mers, an experienced missionary, says: “I have had twenty-five
years experience amongst natives. I have seen the semi-civilized
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and the civilized ; Thave lived with the Christian native, and I have
lived, dined and slept with the cannibal. I have visited the islands
of the New Hebrides, which I trust will never be handed over to the
tender mereies of France ; I have visited the Loyalty group ; I have
seen the work of missions in the Samoan group; I have lived for
ten years in the Hervey group; I know a few groups close on the
line, and for nine years I have lived with the savages of New
‘CGiuinea ; but I have never met with a single man or woman, or with
w single people, that your civilization without Christianity has
civilized. Gospel and commeree ; but remember this, ¢t must be the
Gospel first.  Wherever there has been the slightest spark of civili-
zation in the Southern Scas, it has been where th:e Gospel has been
preached ; and wherever you find: in the Island of New Guinea a
triendly people, or a people that will weleome you there, it is where
the Missionaries of the Cross have been preaching Christ.  Civiliza-
tion ! The rampart can only be stormed by those who carry the
cross.”  This is Christianity, speaking through one of her recog-
nized advocates. Can Rationalism, Atheism, Agnosticism, or Pan-
theism mateh the record?  Let their advoeates produce the facts.
We have waited long.  They keep us waiting still.

3. Fucts show that Missions pay~It may be asserted, without fear
of contradiction, that no work done, or money spent, is more produc-
tive than work done, and money spent for God. A few years ago
Principal Angus of Regent’s Park College, London, said : “ Five-and-
thirty years ago, in company with a beloved friend, I visited
Jamaica, and had occasion to examine the work done there during
the preceding thirty years. Fifty missionaries had been sent out
in that time, of whom thirty then remained. In these thirty years
our Society had spent, in sending out and supporting missionaries,
£100,000—with what results? We found at ninety stations pro-
perty in chapels, schools, and ministers’ houses which had cost
£140,000, £40,000 more than all the money we had spent there from
the beginning of our nussion.  The money value of what we found
was nearly one-half more than all we had given. We found, more-
over, a population, not of slaves, but of freedmen, of whom 30,000
were members in our churches, while 20,000 more had gone home to
God. The material results, therefore, more than repaid all we had
spent, and God gave ws the souls besides.”

The total cost of the Sandwich Islands missions for the fifty years
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from 1820 to 1870 was $1,220,000. During the next two years
1870-71, the commerce of the United States with the Islands
amounted to over $9,000,000. The net profit on this equalled the
entire fifty years' cost of the missions. After this how can news-
paper editors write paragraphs on the cost of missions, and mislead
thereby their veaders? Let them know the facts, feel their force,
and write only the words of truth and soberness.

4. Facts show that Fuith is one of the mightiest factors im the
Missionary enterprise—~Decply impressed by the spiritual destitu-
tion of China, Rev. J. Hudson Taylor set on foot in 1865 the
China Inland Mission. All its agents—exeept those going out at
their own expense—go out in dependence on God for temporal sup-
plies, and with the clear wnderstanding that the mission does not
guarantee any income whatever. The C.I. mission agents have
commenced work for God in eleven provinces previously without
Protestant missionaries. More than 80 stations have been opened.
One hundred missionaries were sent out in 1887. The present
number in the field is 294.  Fully 600 applications for service were
received during the last two years. In 22 years over 4000 converts
have been baptized, and 60 churches established. The income in
1886 was £22,000. In 1887 it rose to £33,000. All this in connece-
tion with a mission begun and carried on in faith, and sustained hy
the generous gifts of Christians who regard God as the faithful and
promise-keeping One.

With an ever accumulating store of such facts as the foregoing,
let us thank God and take courage. The facts are numerous, let
them be widely known, and their force will soon bhe felt. The
Gospel is still the power of God unto salvation. Itis the only
power capable of regenerating the world. Let men work in the
line of divine light and God will work according to His promises.
No Christian ean be ignorant of the triumphs of the cross in heathen
lands except inexcusably. An observant student of the book of the
Acts of the Apostles has said that it does not appear to be brought
to any conclusion. New chapters are being added annually. Let
Christians study the history and progress of missions, and they will
find that God is working in our day miracles equal to those he has
wrought in any past age.

Murpocu MacKENzIE.
Presbyterian College.



Partie gﬁrzmgaisn.

L’EGLISE ROMAINE DANS LA PROVINCE DE
QUEBEC.

I

E Canada fut d’abord un pays de missions. ILe but dominant
de ceux que congurent le projet de le coloniser était d’y intro-
duire la foi catholique et d’y convertir les sauvages. Pour Tattein-
dre, des missionaires zélés et des laiques distingués n’hésiterent pas
a faire le sacritice de leurs biens et de leur vie. Leurs débuts furent
véritablement héroiques.  On ne peut lire Ihistoire de la fondation
de Montréal, par exemple, sans admirer le courage et le dévouement
de ceux qui en jetérent les bases. Privés de tous les biens de la
civilisation, exposés aux rigueurs du climat et aux perpétuelles at-
taques de sauvages cruels, ils endurérent de grandes souftfrances et
recurent presque tous la couronne du martyre qu’ils cenvoitaient.
Mais poussés par les nécessités matérielles de leur ceuvre et par leur
rapacité comnue, les ordres religicux apprisent vite & pressurer le
peuple avee 'habileté et I'autorite qui les a rendus si riches et si
puissants.

Ce furent les jésuites qui donnérent 'exemple. En 1610 ils arri-
verent en Acadic (Nouvelle-Ecosse), fortement appuyés par la Cour
de France, et tentérent de s'emparer du gouvernement et du com-
werce de la colonie. Celle-ci, en partic composée de huguenots, ré-
sista avec vigueur. Mais les jésuites furent les plus forts. Ils ne
sen éloignérent quaprés l'avoir ruinée! Cing ans plus tard, les
récollets (Franciscains) débarquaient & Québee. Respectant plus que
les jésuites leur voeu de pauvreté, ils desservivent les colons jusqu'en
1625 et surent surent s'attirver leur confiance ¢t leur reconnaissance.
Mais les jésuites arrvivérent bientot. Ils s'établirent partout ct par-
vinrent avant longtemps & éloigner les récollets de la colonie.
Restés maltres du terrain, ils desservirent seuls les colons et s'dtab-
lirent fortement dans le pays. A Tlarrivée des sulpiciens, la lutte
s'engagea de nouveau, mais cette fois les jésuites n’eurent pas le
dessus.  Les deux ordres vécurent cdte a edte tant bien que mal

vy
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jusqu'en 1773. En 1657 le Canada fut érigé en vicariat apostolique,
et en 1674 en évéche et doté des revenus de deux abbayes du dio-
ctése de Bourges.  Frangois de Laval (un Montmorency) en fut le
premier évéque. Intelligent, actif, infatigable et dominateur, il en-
régimenta son clergée, eréa des paroisses ct des missions, fonda le
séminaire de Québee pour I'éducation du clergé, et devint assez puis-
sant pur faire et défairve les gouverneurs a son gré. *

Jusqu'ici l'entretien des missionaires et des desservants des colons
avait ét¢ & la charge du roi et des compagnies qui exploitaient le
Canada. Laval voulut qua l'avenir ils fussent soutenus par les
habitants. 1l fit donc établir la dime du treiziéme des produits du
sol.  Cette taxe exhorbitante écrasa bientdt les habitants. Ils s’en
plaignirent au roi qui la réduisit au vingt-sixiéme et ordonna l'ina-
movibilité des curés. Laval se soumit en apparence, mais n’en con-
tinua pas moins son gouvernement absolu et tyrannique. Si le
Canada relevait du roi pour le gouvernement civil, il ne relevait que
de Rome pour le gouvernement ecclésiastique.

La conquéte n’a rien changé d’essentiel & cet état de choses. La
province de Québec forme & présent la province ecclésiastique de
Québee, gouvernée par un métropolitain (cardinal-archevéque) dong
le siége est & Québee. Toute la hiérarchie reléve directement de
Rome. Les évéques sont nomimnés et sacrés sans l'intervention de
l'autorite civile. Tous les évéches sont reconnus comme corporations
civiles ayant succession perpétuclle, sans que titulaire soit tenu de
se faire reconnaitre par le pouvoir civil. +

L'évique régne d’'une manidre absolue dans son dioctse. Il nomme
son chapitre, ses professcurs, ses missionnaires, ses curés, érige des
paroisses ccclésiastiques, nomme la fabrique et fait reconmaitre
civilement les paroisses par le licutenant-gouverneur. A la cession,
le Bas Canada comptait 82 paroisscs. Le traité de paix de 1763,
ratifié en 1774, n'accordait pas aux évéques le droit d'ériger des
paroisses en dehors des seigneuries frangaises qui renfermaient les
82 paroisses, mais ils ont passé outre. Avant longtemps toute la
provinee de Québee sera divisée en paroisses ot les curés dimeront
¢t taxeront & volonté.

Outre la dime et les nombreuses redevances du casuel, chaque
paroisse est obligée de pourvoir & l'érection et & l'entretien d’une
église avee dépendances, d'un presbytére, d'un cimetitre ¢t dune

* Garneau: Histoire du Canada.
F Baudry: Codes des curés.
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école de fabrique. La fabrique, toujours docile fait les répartitions,
que la loi civile sanctionne, et les paroissens paient. Comme toutes
ces constructions sont grandes et belles, il arrive souvent que les
paroissens ne peuvent payer leur “répartition.” Alors on les pour-
suit. Il faut qu'ils empruntent ou vendent leurs biens et s'expa-
trient. En général les Canadiens sont religicux et soumis, en sorte
qu'ils s'arrangent toujours pour faiae face & leurs “ dettes d’église.”
. II. _

Ce n'est pas qu'ils aient une piété éclairée. Bien au contraire.
La politique du clergé a toujowrs été de les maintenir dans lignor-
ance pour pouvoir les mieux gouverner. L'ignorance enfante la
superstition, la superstition rend 'homme liche et soumis. Les
prétres le savent, aussi se gardént-ils bien de faire la guerre aux
superstitions que les Canadiens se transmettent de génération en
génération. Ilsen favorisent plutdt le développement par I'enseigne-
ment et les pratiques du culte. Les églises sont remplies de statues,
de reliques et de décorations qui rappellent & la fois le musée et le
théatre. Jésus-Christ a fait place aux saints et aux saintes dont
chacun est 'objet d'une dévotion spéciale. La vierge trone en reine
du ciel et de l1a terre. Des milliers d’opuscules et de grossiéres ima-
ges entretiennent et propagent toute sorte de pratiques, de cultes et
de superstitions indignes. Des pélerinages, organisés & grand bruit,
conduisent des centaines de miliers de pélerins vers le tombeau de
certaines saintes dont les miracles ne se comptent plus. La prédi-
cation a presque cessé, surtout dans les églises des campagnes, et
Finstruction religicuse, ramenée & quelques semaines de catéchisme,
est propre & dégouter Ienfant de Tetude plutdt qu'a stimuler son
esprit et son cceur.  Partout des “ dévotions” nouvelles et des prati-
ques puériles sont venues s'ajouter aux anciennes pour fatiguer le
corps et détourner l'esprit de élément spivituel de la religion. L'en-
seignement évangélique a été faussé sur tous les points ou remplacé
par un dogme nouvean. Bref, ¢’est un acheminement rapide vers le
paganisme par la route de la mariolatrie. La grande tradition galli-
cane sombre rapidement dans le jésuitisme qui déborde.

Malgré tout, le peuple conserve une moralité relative, et, dans une
grande mesure, I'esprit du christianisme. Il faut sans doute attri-
buer cette espéce d'anomalic & la vie isolée et saine du peuple, aux
mariages précoces et & un reste d'enseignement religieux autrefois
plus séricus. (2 continuer.)

Montréal. A. B. CRUCHET,
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NOUVELLES PERSONNELLES.

TOUS ceux (qui ont quelque intérét & I'ocuvre de I'évangélisation
frangaise au Canada, apprendrons avec plaisir que le nombre
des étudiants francais est cctte année de dix-huit, prés du double des
années précédentes.

Cette ceuvre si difficile fait done des progrés visibles, griice a Dieu,
& nos amis anglais, aux écoles de la Pointe-aux-Trembles et aux
courageux missionnaires. Maintenant nous ne sommes plus obligés
de faire venir, comme autrefois, des missionnaires des pays étran-
gers pour poursuivre notre ceuvre; car nous trouvons parmi nos
anciens et nos nouveaux convertis du Romanisme, des jeunes gens
assez dévoués pour se consacrer au saint ministére afin de donner &
leurs compatriotes ce qu'ils ont regu du Seigneur.

La section francaise de la société philosophique et littéraire du
collége, si 'on en juge par le nombre considérable d’é¢tudiants fran-
¢ais, va prendre de telles proportions, qu’il semblerait néeessaire pour
elle, en vue du travail possible & accomplir, de se constituer en une
section bien distincte, ayant un comité propre et des assemblées spé-
ciales: La question s'est ainsi posée d’elle-méme et les étudiants
frangais cherchent & la résoudre. 1l est & souhaiter qu’ils réussiront
dans les eftorts qu'ils font pour donner au travail frangais Pextension
" désirable dans de telles circonstances et conserver intacte leur union
a la section anglaise dont ils ne désirent point se séparer.

Pendant les vacanees, monsieur J. E. C6té remplaga avee sucets le
Rev. S. Vernier, & Angers, P.Q. Comme il prévoyait qu’il n’y au-
rait pas assez de chambres dans le college pour tous les etudiants, il
cut la bonne idée de se marier, afin de passer sa chambre du college
a un autre. Tous les étudiants, et surtout celui qui occupe mainte-
nant cette chambre, souhaitent succes et bonheur & Pheurenx couple.
Madame Coté (A. V. Schneider), s'attiva Vestime et les louanges de
tous, par son grand dévoucment, lors des ravage: de lapetite vérole.

Monsieur P. N. Cayer occupa le méme champ que I'année dernié-
re Juliette, Que. Comme il va graducr zu printemps, il est toud
probable quil sera installé dans ce champ ol il est bien estimé.
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M. A. J. Lods, accompagné de sa jeune épouse, retourna passer
ses vacances & Otter Lake, P. Q, au milieu de ses bons vieux amis
qui furent contents et surpris de le revoir. Ils regrettérent beau-
coup que M. Lods et sa dame fussent obligés de s'absenter d’eux en-
core ceb hiver, mais ils chérissent tous I'espérance de les revoir au
prinfemps.

M. C. H. Vessot passa un agréable été & Rawdon, P. Q. ol il eut
a joie de voir une famille catholique romaine se joindre au protes-
tantisme.

Tous les autres étudiants frangais sont de retour, et voici les noms
des nouveaux qui sont les bien-venus’ au milieu de nous: MM. G.
Charles, B. A, B. Se,, E. Fluhman, A. Sauvé, N. McLaren, M. Biron,
J. Maynard, J. A. Savignac et K. Vary.

Pendant les vacances, tous les étudiants qui appartiennent a I'église
St. Jean furent peinés d’apprendre que leur estimable pasteur, le
Révérend C. Doudict, 2 dit les quitter afin de dévouer tous ses ta-
lents oratoires & faire connaitre I'importance de I'ceuvre frangaise
aux anglais et pour collecter parmi eux. Nous souhaitons tous d’un
bon eceur la bienvenue an Rév. J. Movin, notre ancien collégue, qui
a bien voulu quitter les Etats-Unis pour venir le remplacer. Que
Diecu le bénisse et que son eeuvre si bien commencée puisse conti-

nuer & faire de rapides progres.
C. H. VEssor.
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INTRODUCTORY.

IN giving to the public the opening number of the eighth volume

of our JOURNAL, we would first desire to acknowledge the
goodness of the Great Head of the church, whose we are and
whom we desire to serve.  In His providence our college magazine
has attained to a position of which its founders never drcameds
And it is our wish to make our influence more fully and more
widely felt for good than ever before. The time has not yet come
when Canada can support a journal of this deseription in the ordi-
nary way; and so long as the ministers of our church and others
will support it with occasional contributions, and students are found
who are willing to write, read proofs, and attend to the oftice work
there is no place better suited for the publication of a first-class
religious magazine than a Theological College. Taking these facts
into consideration, we hope to merit and to receive the patronage of
the people of the Presbyterian Church in Canada.

We send this first number to ail our old subscribers, feeling sure
that they will again favor us with their practical support, and to
many who have not subscribied in the past, hoping that they will
give our JOURNAL a careful examination, and should its contents
meet with their approval, subseribe at once.

WELCOME.

WE give a cordial welecome to our worthy Principal and his

learned associates.  Weare glad to see them all in their
accustomed places, looking as if they had enjoyed their vacation
and were ready to begin with renewed vigor the work of the study
and the classroom.

We congratulate the Board of Management upon the encrgetic
manner in which they have opened the session, and we hepe that
they may find no difficulty in procuring the funds which are neces-
sury to put on a solid footing this scat of liberal Christian educa-

.
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tion, which, standing as it does in the very centre of Romish power
and influence, must be supported, it we as Preshyterians are going
to cope with the superstition and craftiness of the Papacy. ’

We send our west hearty greetings to all the graduates.  We are
always glad to hear from them, and we take it for granted that they
are glad to hear from us.  We wish them every success in their life
work. Go on, gentlemen, plant and ‘water in faith and God will
give the increase.

We welcome our fellow students back to the college halls.  They
have been scattered during the summer over the length and breadth
of our Dominion. Some have been down by the sea, and some on
the western praivie, some in the bustle of the city, and some in the
quiet of country homes, some in the older settled communities, and
some in the back woouds.  Most of them have been engaged in pas-
toral duties, and now we colleet to talk over our experiences and
settle down to hard work.  We miss a number of faces. The class
of ’88 has crossed the line which separates the student from the
graduate. A few others have not returned. Some are attend-
ing college clsewhere, one is spending the winter in the mission ficld,
and one has been taken away by death.

We arc specially pleased to sec so many freshmen.  We welcome
them most heartily.  We hope that they may be able to do a lot of
hard work and that they may have a pleasant and profitable student
life physically, mentally, morally and’ spiritually.

THE JESUITS' ESTATES.

HIS vexed question is once more to the front, and it involves

religious, educational and national intervests regarding which

patriotic citizens cannot be silent.  The following are some of the
leading facts of the case.

Early in the history of Ganada, when a colony of France, the
Society of Jesus received certain lands for the purpose of founding
and maintaining a college.  The college was accordingly established,
and the estates in question continued fora time to increase. It is
impossible to state their precise value, but it has been estimated
at from two to four millions.

The order of the Jesuits was suppressed in Canada in 1774 by o
Royal Deeree of the Imperial Parliament, and their property was
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confiscated, provision being made for the comfortable maintenance
of those of them who remained in the country. The last of their
number, Jean Joseph Cazot, died in 1800, when the Crown of
Lngland became absolute owner of the property which was formn-
ally taken possession of under a Royal Writ sent hy George I1I to
the Sheritf of Quebee.  In 1831 the Home Government placed these
estates in charge of the Canadian Legislature, and they have sinee
been looked to as available for educating the people of this provinee,
irrespective of race or religious belief.  Thus the matter stood till
reeently.  Meanwhile, the Jesuits, after being expelled from nearly
every nabion on earth on account of their teachings and intrigues,
have reburned in foree to Canada. About a year ago the Legislature
of Quebee granted them powers of incorporation by which they can
practically acquire and hold any amount of property. This was
done in opposition to the public remonstrance of Cardinal Tascher-
cau and in obedienee to the decision of the Pope, a foreign potentate
who assumes the right to direet civil and ceclesiastial matters in
this provinee, but who is himself ruled by the Jesuits.  Still more
reeently, during the past summer, the provincial government has
taken it upon itself to enact that the smin of $400,000 shall he paid
out of said estates to the Society of Josus, and $60,000 ¢ the Pro-
testant Committee of the Council of Public Instruction.

At the last meeting of the Presbytery of Montreal, held in our Con-
vocation Hall, Principal MacVicar brought the whole matter under
the notice of the Court, explaining that he would have done so at
the July mecting but for his absence in Britain. The Presbytery
unanimously expressed “strong disapproval ” of the action of the
local government, “declining, so far as it has a right to voice public
opinion, to be a party to it.”

“The Presbytery further expresses astonishment that the provin-
cial legislature, not content with granting powers of incorporation
to the Jesuits, should have gone out of its way to foster in a mixed
community a socicty which has proved itself the enemy of civil and
religious liberty all the world over, and which even the governments
of Roman Catholic states have found it necessary to expel.

“The Presbytery also protests carnestly against the action of the
government of Quebee in violating the principle of religious equality
which was cstablished in Canada many years ago, by bestowing
public money upon « society of a distinctively religious character
like that of the Jesuits.”
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On the basis of these resolutions the Presbytery has memorialized
the Governor-General-in-Council to take the matter into considera-
tion and adopt such measares as will protect the rights of the
people of this province in the premises.

We shall doubtless hear soon the result of this appeal to the
Federal authorities.

Many hold that the Jesuits never had a legal title to the estates
in question. The first Bull by Pope Pius V., in 1571, constituted
them a Mendicant Socicty, not legally qualified to hold property,
but bound to live by “unfailing alms.” The later Bulls of Gregory
XIII, 1576 and 1582, vested the property in their Father General,
That officer during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries was an
Italian residing in Rome, and as an alien, not under allegiance to the
Sovercign of France, was disqualitied to hold rcal estate in France
and her colonies.

Be this as it may, it is cevtain that the order was suppressed in
Canada and that their property reverted to the Crown. The posi-
tion taken by the Presbytery of Montreal scems to us impregnable.
If the Jesuits have a right to these estates why give them only
§400,000 and not the entire amount 2 And why give Protestants a
sop of $60,000 to which they have no right if the entire estates be-
long to the Jesuits.

We have seen nothing advanced to invalidate the position of the
Presbytery. And it is manifest folly on the part of the French
press to attempt to pooh pooh the action of the Presbyterian Church
in Canada by weak satire and inuendoes, and by erying out that it
is now too late to touch the matter, specially because of the supine-
ness of the English members in the House during the dog days last
summer. It.is never too late to assail wrong-doing, and to see that
the rights of the people are conserved.

WHAT'!

ANY of our Montreal Christians scem to hold to the Jesuit
doctrine that the end justitics the means. Some weeks ago

not afew of the young ladies and gentlemen whose names ap-
pear on our church rolls might have been scen engaged in sinall
gambling transactions in connection with a very useful and com-
mendable association.  The s thing happened last year.  Those
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who, on principle, could not countenance gambling were pro-
hibited from assisting in one cffort to raise funds for the
General Hospital of this city. We object to the lotteries and
raffles of our Roman Catholic fellow-countrymen, but wherein
arc we better than they? Satan is a crafty old deceiver, and
men are so easily blinded by the suggestion that this or that
plan is an casy and passably respectable way of making moncy.
But should a plan be counted respectable for an Athletic Association
or a Charitable institution which would be disgraceful for an indi-
vidual ? Would the parent who would not allow his children to
play marbles * for keeps,” so that they might from their earliest days
be impressed with the sinfulness of gambling, care to see their Sun-
day School teacher inviting her gentlemen friends ¢ to take a draw.’
Now that bucket shops have been put down and our governments
have shown a determination to stamp out gambling, we hope that
our Christian people will endeavor to keep their hands free from
this vice.

A R_————
THE LATE MR. HUGH A. CLARK.

DROWNED JULY 5Ti, 1888.

T is our painful duty to record the sad death of one of our fellow-
students—the late Mr. Hugh A. Clark. To the students in their
respective homes and mission ficlds, the news of this sudden and
untimely death has already come with peculiar sorrow. Mr. Clark
was a native of England, having been born in Brighton in the year
1864. During his boyhood he lived with his uncle in Portsmonth
in the high school of which city he obtained his carly education.
About five years ago he came to Canada, and commenced work with
a business firm in Toronto, where he remained for one or two years,
He came to Montreal about three years ago. Having been brought
to a knowledge of the truth under the carnest preaching of the Rev.
Dr. Smyth of Calvin Church, he expressed his desire to study for
the ministry. The way was opened up, and he accordingly entered
the first year of the literary course of this college last autumn.  His
class-work he carried on with marked ability and persevering dili-
gence, having led his year. During the vacation he decided to stay
in the college and study with a view to entering the arts course of
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McGill University this autumn. Recognizing the debt of gratitude
he owed through God to the pastor and people of Calvin Church, he
also devoted considerable of his time to mission work at St. Henri
in connection with that congregation where he was the means of
doing much visible good. If his naturally weak constitution was
being undermined by too close application to study, it was unsus-
peeted by himself, because never had he written more hopeful letters
to his friends both as to his health and progress in his studies than
shortly before his decease. But in the vigor and health of early life,
when everything was auguring a long and useful career of service
in his Master’s vineyard, he was suddenly called away. He was
drowned on the 5th of July. The funcral took place on Saturday
afternoon at two o'clock from the David Morice Hall. The solemn
scrvices were conducted by the Rev. Dr. Smyth, the Rev. Professor
Couisirat, and the Rev. James Patterson. A small procession, con-
sisting of his brother, a few students, his Sunday School scholars,
the officers of Calvin Church, and some personal friends followed
the remains to their last resting place in the Mount Royal Ceme-
tery.

A widowed mother in England mourns for her son on whom her
fondest hopes were built. The students mourn for one who by his
guiet, unassuming demeanour and personal qualities won their univer-
sal respeet and love.  As for himself, by the side of the still waters
of a better sphere he has found a sweet resting place. He has
crossed over the “narrow frith,” and there in the searching light of
that further shore where all is known he stands before Him who is
infinite in love.

“ Oh, the transporting, rapturous scene,
That rises on his sight!

Sweet fields arrayed in living green
And rivers of delight.”




Wollege fote Book.

STUDENT LIFE.

HERE is a story told of a bright little French boy, a good Catholic, who
heard his priest declare on the Sabbath: « Hors de Uéglise il 'y a
point de salut,"—out of the church there is no salvation. But salut bears
the interpretation “ salutation” as well as “salvation,” and rebellion had
Jong been rankling in the little fellow’s breast against the compulsory
salutation he must offer to the reverend father. Next day they met and
the boy failed to salute ; the priest caught him by the shoulder and de-
manded an explanation. 'Why, father, the little fellow answered, you said
vestevday : Hors de Uéglise il n'y a point de salut,—outside the church
there is no salutation.

The editor-in-chief and his assistants are important personages. Each
sossion they must come forward with a beautiful bow and make their salut
au monde. This is not compulsory, but is loocked on as a prerogative re-
stricted to them. “Outside the stafl there is no salutation.” The local
editor, therefore, must settle down to work without preface and without
introduction. We are glad to be able to xeport a very full complement of
students at the commencement of this session. Every room is filled,
and 2 number are rooming out. Seventy-four in all, including those
in literary classes, have been entered on the roll, and a successful year is
leaked forward to in the college societies as well as in the class-room and
study.

Our Principal was not idle during summer vacation. While visiting
Britain he was a member of both the International Foreign Mission Con-
ference and the Pan-Presbyterian Council which met in London. He read
& paper in the former on “ Missions of the Roman Catholic Church to the
heathen ;” and a paper in the latter on “ Rich and Poor.” He preached
twelve times and delivered ten addresses in England and Scotland.

He speaks in terms of highest commendation of the hospitality and
eminent services of Dr. J. M. Gibson, Dr. Donald Fraser and Rev. R.
M. Thornton in London. These were all formerly honored pastors in
Montreal.

Since the collego classes haveo gotinto running order for another session,
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it may not be out of place, for the benefit of those who have entered our
ranks for the first time, to speak of the various societies and enterprises in
which wo as a body of students are engaged. And, first, in regard to
college societies, we have our Student’s Missionary Socicty, of which
every student by his entranco on the college books becomes a member.
This Society has charge of all home and foreign work carried on by the
students. It meets monthly, on the third Friday of the month, when
business is transacted and papers are read by students on different phases
of the work. The Alma Mater Society, without stated times of meeting,
whose object is to foster a spirit of loyalty and altachment to the College
among the Alumni. Its ranks are open to graduates and members of the
senior year in Theology and to other students as associate members.

The Philosophical and Literary Societly which aims at developing and
training the intellectual powers by means of public speaking and debate.
Its meetings are held weekly, and all students, theological and literary, are
urgently requested to join. That its meetings are leneficial, not ounly in
quickening the mental faculties and training them in debate, but also in
acquainting its members in regard to the conduct of public meetings, all
who have attended it can testify. ¥urther, there is the students’ prayer
meeting held weekly throughout the session. Every student is wrged to
assist in making it a living source of strength and spiritual blessing to
themselves.

A few Saturdays ago a party of a dozen students made an excursion o
Lachine, returning by boat down the Lachine rapids. Breakfast was
served at .30 a. m., and 5 o’clock saw them on the road. The air was
made musical by the strains of a mouth organ, fortunately so, for the con-
flicting directions given by the habitants and the mirage-like character of
the receding montés tended to make the way wearisome. Lachine was
reached after a two hours tramp and the party embarked on the “ Filgate ”
for the return. A stiff easterly breeze was blowing, which while it gave an
exhilirating swell to the vessel, kept the decks clear by its unmwelcome
chilliness. The city was reached after a smart run, and the students re-
turned well pleased with theiv trip, in spite of the dampness of the weather
and the early hour of rising.

At the university examinations held at the opening of the session in Axis,
Mr H. C. Sutherland was successful in obtaining a scholarship in the
Natural Science course, and Mr. R. McDougall in the course in Classical and
Modern Languages.

Another name has been added to the list of benedicts among our students.

i
1
1
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During the past sumnmer Mr. Coté became a citizen of the State of Matri-
mony with all its privileges and advantages. Our fellow-student who
assumed the initiative in this line claims this as the latest rosult of his
happy example.

Three members of the class of '89 are preparing themselves for the
foreign field, and it is whispered abont that one of our large churches pur-
poses to send one of them to China. TFurther, the class may take steps to
induce the Alumni to send another to Africa. Who will send the thirnd
man? If another church is desirous of entering the competing ranks and
turns to the graduating class to ask the question, “ Whom shall Isend, and
who will go for us? a fowrth man stands ready to answer quickly, ¢ Hera
am I, send me !”

Time : Monday—the closing minutes of the mid-day meal. Scene: the
dining hall. One of the myriads of Macs who infest the college halls enters
the dining-room on his reurn from his Sabbath labors and is called on
for a speech. 'With his usual presence of mind under trying circumstances
he roplies to the invitation : # Some of you who have more matter in you at
present than I have would be more qualified to speak,” and takes his seat
amidst his companions and a round of applause.

Through the efforts of two of our students during the past summer Calvin
Church at Beechgrove, Onslow, was completed and opened and a new one
erected almost free from debt at Mille Isles.

Mr. M. McKenzie has been elected President of the Dining Hall, with
Mr. Clay as his second in command. Messis. Johnston, Kalm and Eadie
were appointed leaders of Psalmody.

On Friday evening a pleasant hour was spent in the Dining Hall. During
the day the University sports had taken place, and the evening was taken
as a fit occasion for another pleasant gathering. This was the reception to
the Freshmen. Aftera light repast had been partaken of, representatives
of each class and colleze society welcomed the new students.

The charge of the Reading Room, which has hitherto been in the care of
the Faculty, has been made over 1o the students.

Since the commencement of the session several graduates have graced
the dining hall with their presence and favored the students with the after

B s O e v e L vt
.,,f‘,;;%— L .




68 Presbyterian College Journal.

dinner speech which all who return to visit their Alma Mater are expected
to make. Among them we may include the parting words of the two mem-
bers of class '88 who have gone to pursue their studies in the Old Land.

“Two familiar faces are absent from the first year class in Theology this
scssion, Mr. N. Lindsay, B. A., who completed his course in Arts last
spring, has entered Xnox College, Toronto, in order that he may enjoy the
=ociety of home, his parents having lately removed to that vicinity.

Alr. Gunn, who last year completed his literary training, has returned to
Pine Iill Seminary at Halifax, for similar reasons.

R. McDougaLL.

REPORTER’S FOLIO.
THE COLLEGE OPENING.

YNHI twentieth session of the Presbyterian Theologieal College was

opened on Wednesday evening, October 3rd, by an introductory lec-
gure by Rev. L. H. Jordan, M.A., B.D., Lecturer in Church Government.
Principal MacViear presided, and there were on the platform and in the
audience Siv Wm. Dawson, Professors Campbell, Serimger, Coussirat, Revs.
J. B. Muir, W. A. McKenzie, J. Nichols, Dr. Smyth, Dr. Campbell, Dr.
“Warden, A. B. Cruchet, A. B. Mackay, dames Fleck, F. M. Dewey, Thos.
Bennett, James Bennett, M. L. Leitch, James Patterson, R. P. Duclos,
Chas. Chiniquy, M. McLennan, R. Whillans, D. W. Morison, Jas. Hasty
and G. Colborne Heine.

The proceedings opened with a Seripture reading by Rev. J. Nichols and
prayer by Rev. J. B. Muir, M.A.

Principal MacVicar then introduced Rev. L. H. Jordan, who made an
effective and earnest plea for a revival of “The Ministry of Deaconesses in
%he modern Christian Church.” After defining the scope and aim of the
Zecture, he proceeded to give an elaborate and unbiased eriticism of the
whole argument as to whether or not it was right to re-introduce the office
and function of Deaconesses as they had existed in the Early Church. He
thought the Church was recreant to Protestantism and blind to its opportu-
woities when it allowed the office 1o fall into disuse, because there is a
general appreciation and practical necessity for such work in addition to
that of Deacons and Eldexs. The history of the order was at the beginning
Tright with abundant promise ; but hefore long ii. functions and occupants
‘began to be curtailed until they were finally diseredited. One would think
the oflice would have heen revived at the Reformation, but that movement
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was conspicuous for defects as well as excellencies, and could deal ouiy
with vital points ; there yet remains much to be done which was left un~
touched by the monk who shook the world.

The lecturer then traced the movement in favor of resuscitating this
office, viewing the order from its origin to its extinction, and thence to its:
modern revival. Old Testament authority was quoted, and passages fron»
Joel and other Prophets were cited. Coming to the New Testament, the:
position of Pheebe, whom St: Paul commended, was an evidence of the
existence of Deaconesses. This case was examined into in detail. Pheabe
was something more than a servant ; she was an office-bearer, and held an
official position, as could be gathered from the text. Other New Testament
passages were quoted and examined. There was clear evidence of the
apostolic value of the order, and the origin, character and functions are ex-
tirely Scriptural; besides they have the support of the early Fathers and
of men in all ages. In the Xarly Church they attended females at baptism,
acted as ushers, and visited the sick and the poor. The historic develop-
ment was traced, and authorities quoted in support of their official position.
References to them continue till the end of the fourth century, and in the
tenth quite disappear and they are not heard of again for 500 years, thougls
in the Greek church they remained 200 years longer. There were several
reasons for this decline, viz., the spirit of hierarchial government, scandals
that naturally crept in, asceticism and celibacy, but the real cause for the
extinction of the office was that Christian consecration decreased and few
volunteers were offered. The first marked revival of the system was iz
Germany, and the warmth of the zeal there displayed is felt to the ends of
the earth to-day. The oldest instibution in existence for the training of
Deaconesses, viz., that at Kaiserwerth, was founded in 1836, and has now
400 members. There is in connection with it a Magdalen home, a hospitak,
a female lunatic asylum and training schools. There are also similar places
in Berlin, Dresden, Hamburg, Zurich, Berne, Strasburg, Paris, in Sweden,
Scotland, in other European countries, and in the United States. The rules
and regulations for all of thrse places are in the main alike. The applicant
for admission must be physically strong, of good character, consecrated ta
the Lord, unmarried or a widow without children, and be between the age
of 18 and 40. There is no salary, but each Deaconess is mainiained
throughout her life, if she remain in the order, though she may leave it at
any time. The German costume is a blue dress with white cap and neat
white collar; the English is a black or gray dress, with a black bonnet and
veil. In Philadelphia the dress is black, with a black shawl thrown ovex
the shoulders. Their aim is to cultivate the spirit of the Divine Master
and be an example of one’s going about and doing good from house to
house, caring for the poor and nursing the sick. The objections offered te
the order are, that it is catching with avidity at an innovation, that it is
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leaning towards Romanism, that its Institutions are in reality Convents,
that the system is expensive, that an undue importance would be given v
women in the church, and besides all this there was the old objection of
prejudice. Iach of these arguments was met, and answered, and it was
urged on the other hand that the system is modelled on the plan of the
New Testament, that the revival of the office of Deacon will follow ; that
the sick, the poor and the ignorant would be their charge, and they would
be ready to go far afield as the bearers of temporal and spiritual good. We
havoe the order in effect in every church. By this order the superabound-
mg life of woman will be converted to the church. Montreal should be
the tirst to lead in this matter, because there will be a good opportunity for
the exercise of gifts as soon as the generosity of two of Montreal's best
known citizens has found effect in the new Victoria Hospital. At the next
quarterly meeting of the Presbytery, this whole question will be discussed,
as the speaker had introduced notice of a motion to that effect. He did
not think that the means of social amelioration which he was pleading for
was in advance of the desire of the Presbyterian Church at large, but even
should it prove to be otherwise, the office was certainly not in advance of
the Church’s need.

After the lecture was over the Chairman, Rev. Principal MacVicar, made
a few remarks upon the history and progress of the college. He announced
that through the geneorsity of Mr. Jordan a special prize would this year
be oftered in Church Government. Ie also vnnounced the addition, this
year, to the college roll of thirty students. This, he said, was a decisive
answer to the objection raised by some frieuds of the college when it was
being built, that students could never be procured to fill the building.
He further expressed a wish, that in the near future, the college mighi be
set upon such permanent footing that all the financial difficulties with
which it has now to contend might he done away with.

The meeting was closed with the benedictiox.

PHILOSOPHICAL AND LITERARY SOCIETY.

HE first meeting of the society for this session was held on Friday

evening, October 12th, in lecture room number one, the President,

M. J. H. MacVicar, B. A., in the chair. The meeting was opened with
the usual devotional exercises.

After the business in conuection with the society was disposed of, the
debaie for the evening was proceeded with. The subject for discussion wus,
“ Resolved that an Order of Deaconesses be organized in the Presbyterian
Church in Canada:”  Messrs. M. McKenzie and D. J. Fraser spoke in sup-
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port of the affirmative, and Messrs. W. M. Rochester, B. A. and W, E,
Deeks in favor of the ucgative. The debate was a very interesting and
profitable one, as the subject was well discussed by both parties.

After the debate was over the deecision, by a show of hands, was given
in favor of the affirmative.

Rev. A, B. Cruchet being present, was asked to make some remarks upon
the subject of discussion. This he did in a clear and pithy manner. The
‘ast item on the programme was a French reading by Mr. Giroux, after
which the meeting was closed by the benediction.

THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

HE first meeting of this Society was held on Friday evening, October
19th. The meeting was opened by reading of the word and prayer,
the president, Mr. M. McKenzie, in the chair. In the nomination and
election of new members we are glad to report that twenty-four were added
to the xoll. The treasurer reported the sum $1076.84 in the treasury,
which is to be appropriated to the building of a French school at St. Jean
Baptiste, Montreal. This amount is but very little over a third of the
money necessary for the erection of the school, so the society concluded
to put forth strenuous efforts this winter towards obtaining the required
sum.

The following officers were then elected for the ensuing year :—Presi-
dent, J. MacDongall, B.A.; First Vice-President, W. M. Rochester, B.A.;
Second Viece-President, C. H. Vessots; Recording Secretary, James Nais-
mith, B. A.; Corresponding Secretary, D. MeViear; Treasurer, A.
McGregor. Ixecutive Committee, D. L. Dewar, B.A., M. J. McLeod,
B.A,, A. Reid, N. A. McLeod and R. Eadie. News Committee, J. H.
MeVicar, B.A.,, W. Russell, B.A., J. S. MecIlraith, J. D. Anderson, R.
Tener and N. P. Cuyer.

After singing, the meeting was closed by prayenr.

D. L. Dewar.
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Our Graduates.

——

PERSONAL.

HE Rev. J. H. Higgins, B. A. has been ordained and inducted to th
charge of Halville, Ont. ’

The Rev. G. J. A. Thompson, M. A., B., D.Ph. D. has teen ordained and
indueted to the charge of Proof Line, Ont.

We are glad to learn that the people of Earltown, N. S. are about to open
a new church, and are busily engaged in the building of s manse. No
doubt the good wwork is largely due to the untiring efforts of Rev.
D. McLean, ’S6.

Mr. AL 8. Grant, B. A, B.D., and Mr. J. A. MacFarlane, M. A., sailed last
week for Scotland. It is their intention to pay a flying visit to the Theo-
logical Seminaries of Scotland and England, and it may be to visit
Germany, to take special courses in the science of Theology.

The Rev. S. Rondean, B. A., '87, is at present paying a visit to the
college. IIe has been laboring in Sudbury and North Bay, towns on the
C. 2. R Mr. Rondean has resigned his charge, and it is probable that he
will settle in Ottawa city.

The Rev. G. Munro, ML A, 73 of Imbro, Ont., spent the summer
months on the Continent of Turepe, visiting Paxis, Rome, London and
Ediuburgh and other places of interest. We trust that his trip acress
the water will result in much good as he returns to the important dutics of
pastoral life.

With the exception of Mr. Grant and Mr. MacFarlane who have gone
across {he water, nearly all the class of 'S§ are settled in the regular pastoral
work of the church.

Alr. M. McLennan, B. A., B. D. at St. Elno, Ont. ; Mr. J. ¥. Laugton,
B. A at Rockburn ; Mr. A. McWilliams, B. A- at South Mountain ; Mr. F.
II. Jarkin, B. AL at Lowell, Mass.; M. WL E. Wallace, B. A, at Maple
Valley, aud Mx. L L. Hargrmve, B. A. at Dominion Gity, Man.
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Through the kindness of Mr. J. MacDougall, intelligence comes to us
from one of our students, Mr. C. MacKerchar, who was compelled, owing
to ill health 1o quit the classes in the spring of ’87. Mr. MacKerchar has
been laboring for two summers and a winter in Manitoba, and is now
working vigorously in Minniska. He had intended to complete his course
in Montreal, but may be induced to graduate from Manitoba College,
in Winnipeg, and work in Canada’s home and new field.

The Rev. M. H. Scott, 1. A., '79, has been appointed Principal of the
Ottawa Ladies’ College. When Mr. Scott had completed his collegiate
course, the congregation of Pristol, then in a disorganized condition, was
placed under bis charge.  After laboring for six years, and that not withouat
grex’ results, he was called to Manotick. Although he has met with more
than ordinary success in winning souls for the Master, yet the church
seems to feel the great need of him as a builder, for his work at Ottawa
will be chiefly to infuse new life into that institution.

The Rev. George McKelvie, M. A, S8, was ordained as onc of the
church'’s missionaries to the foreign ficld. The oxdination took pl:ce in
St. Paul’s Church on Sabbath, May 26th. All the Presbytexian church
services in the city were shortened, and at 8 o’clock all the ministers met
on the platform with the young missionary. Afier the opening cxcrcisess
Mr. Barclay preached most elfectually of the necessity and power of
missions. He was followed by Rev. A. . MacKay, who addressed the
Missionary, laying great stress upon the nceessity of uniting the Medical
and Theological protfessions in the Foreign Field.

Myx. McKelvie was then ordained by the laying on of the hands of the
Presbytery, and the interesting proceedings of the evening terminated at a
late howr. The following week the Soldier of the Cross, sailed to Scoiland,
the home of his boyhood. There he spent the months of June and July,
visiting and bidding adicu to familiur places aud friends so deav.  1le set
sail about the fitst week in August for his field of Iabor, and passed ihrough
the Bay of Biscay without having to submit to the experience of sea
sickness. The last we know from Mr. McKelvie, is through the kinduess
of Mr. James Nuizmith, who kecps up a corvespondence with him. The last
tidings came from Malta, that the Missionary has his face set as though he
would go to India. St. Paunls Chursh, Montrenl, has taken upon itsclf, to
support a Missionary in lndia, and Mr. McKelvie, the 1lst Voreign
Missionary from the Preshyterian College, Montreal, has gone to Indin {o
fake the place of Mr. Murmy, who died last year at the post of duty.

TW. Russer.
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GRADUATES’ REGISTER.

N this Register we purpose giving a list of all graduates of the College,
I arranged according to their class years, witha suceinct statement of the
important events in their lives to the present date. As far as possible the
information has been obtained from the gentlemen themselves. Where this
could not be had, other sources, chiefly official, have been resorted to,such
as the College Records and Assembly minutes. Every effort has been
made 1o secure accuracy, but the editors will be glad to receive notice of
errors or omissions, and will insert such corrections in a supplementary
list.

Class 1869.

StEwarT, CoLIN CaMPBELL—Born at Musquodoboit, N.S., in 1841;
took literary cowse in Dalhousie College, Halifax, and in McGill
College, obtaining degree of I.A. with Gold Medal in Natural Sci-
ence 1867, M.A. 1870, graduated in Theology 1869, ordained by
Presbytery of Owen Sound Sepiember 1870 as Minister of Division
Street Church, Owen Sound, where he died August 1874, Founder
of the Neil Stewart Prize for lebrew in the McGill University ;
author of  Scriptural Form of Church Government.”

Class 1871.

Hosxin,Ricnarp H—A probationerof the Methodist Church, received
conditionally on taking two sessions in Theology ; attended Knox
College 6970, Preshyterian College, Montreal, 70-"71, ordained
by Presbytery of Ontario March 26, '72.  Minister of Lindsay, '72;
Knox Church, Dundas, ’72-'73 ; Inverness, Que., *79-83.

Sincrar, HENRY—T ook Theological course in Preshyterian College,
Montreal, ordained by Presbytery of Montreal November 14, °72,
Minister at Lingwick ‘7273, at Ross *76-'77, at Mulmur and Tos-
sorontio, '78, at Oro '78-83, at Uptergrove *§3-"§6, at Cavan Church
and N. Dawn §7——.

Class 1872,

MACALISTER, JonN MassoN—Born Picton, Ont, 19th October, 1845 ;
took Auts course in Queen’s College, Kingston, oblaining B.A. in
1865, Theology in Presbyterinn College, Montreal. issionary at
Farnham Centre, Chatcauguay Basin and Danville, Que.  Ordained
by Presbytery of Montreal Sth November, ’72, Minister at Danville

—

7277, Beckwith and Ashton *77=87, Iroquois 'S7 .

McLEXNAN, DoNaLp D.—Born at Lancaster, Ont,, 31st May, 1831
Literry course in McGill College, Theology in Presbhyterian Coi-
~ 30y

lege '67-272, Missionary al Tagucrre, Chateauguay Basin, Parkhill,
New Glasgow, Rloxboro’ and Finch, Coruuna and Moorctown,
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Brook and Buphemia. Ordained December '72 b) I’wsbvtely of
Guelph, Minister of South Luther and Waldemar '72-77, Kirkficld
7780, ordained Missionary in Sarawak and Kimble '80- '81,
Minister at Lion's Head ’82-’86, ordained Missionary at Gravel

Hill '86——.

WHiLLAxs, RoBErRr—Born at Nepean, Ont., 3rd January 1842, Arts
course in MeGill College, obtaining B.A. '72, M.A. '83.  Theology
in Presbyterian Collc%, Montreal. \[nswn‘uy at East Gloucester,
Russell, Ashton, I[ull Nepean.  Ordained by Presbytery of Ottawa
26th September, 187 _', Minister of Nepean *72

Class 1873.
Fraser, Roserr Dovcras—Born at Bond Head, Ont June 19, 1849°

1\1ts course in University of lmonto, oblaining 70 with Gold
Medal in Natur: x] Scionces, M.A. '71, lheolo"y in 1’1wbyt<,u.m Col-
lege, Montreal. ’70=-"71, l\nO\ Colle"o, Toronto, '71-"72, Preshyte-

rian College, .\Ionhml 72273, ‘\Inswn'u) at Ale\.mdu.x, Cha-
teauguay Dasin, New Glasgow, Cookstown, Iissa Townline, Ivy and
Angus, Ashfield and Dunlr.\nnon, Pine River, Nazareth Strect,
Montreal.  Ordained by l’u.abvtu) of Barie Scptembel 29, 1873.
Minister at Cookstown, Essa Townline and Ivy '73-775, C]mles
Street, Toronto, '75-7¥, Clande and Mayfield ’79—’80 St. Paul's
Cluuch, Bowmanville, '83

McGrecor, Hucu—Bom at Martmtmvn, Ont., 1838. Literary and
Theological comrse in Presbyterian College, Montreal. Ordained
by Presbytery of Ottawa, February 23, °75.  Ordained Missionary
at Alice and Pelawawa *75-"7G, Minister at Kintyre '76 until his
death in °79.

McIxtyRre, JouN MuXxro—Born at Indian Lands, Glengarry, 1841.
Literary and Theological comise in Preshyterian Col]u\'c, \lom‘,xml
Missionary at Guthric Chreh, Oro, supplied Woodv lllc, Missionary
at Collingwood Mountain and Brown Valley. Ordained by Pres-
bytery of DBrockville September 9th, '73. Minister af Osna-
hruek and Colquhoun Settlement '73-'7G6, Harriston ‘76-7S,
Orangeville, '78-80, Kempiville *80-'83, since then engaged at
many places in c\ :m"chatu. work.

McLexxay, Duxcax H—Arts comrse in McGill College, ohtaining
B.ATL, MLAL 750 Theologieal cowrse in Prcsb\h,n.m Co]lc“c,
Montreal.  Ordained by l’lcsbbiu\ of Glengmry March 6,77,
Minister at Alexandria '77=81 ; Tecumsch and Adjala, '8§2'-85.
Ordained Missionary at: Thcss.zlon 8

McLxon, FixLay—Born in Lewis, Scotland, ‘33 Took Arts course in
McGill College, B.A. 712, Theology in Preshyterian College,

Montreal
Muxro, Gustavus—Born at Dalhousic Mills, Ont, ‘41. Arts course
i McGill College, oblaining B.A. 71, M.A T Theology in

Presbyterian (.ollc"u. .\loutrml Missionary at }hrmwion, Quc v
Qil Springs, Dover and W: allaceburg, North and Sowth Bruce,
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Beaverton, Ont. Ordained by Preshytery of London, August 19,
73, Minister at Xmbro, 73—,

WeLLwoon, James Moxcrierr—Born at Newbliss, Ont., 45, Arts
course in McGill College. B.AL'TS. Theological course in Pres-
byterian Collego, Montreal.  Missionary at West Winchester, Novth
Winchester and Dunbar, Newboro and Westport, Mile Fnd, Mont-
real, Chateanguay, Cote-des-Neiges.  Ordained by Presbytery of
Montreal, September 16th, ’73 Minister ab Cote-des-Neiges '73-'80.
Ord: um.d Missionary al ‘\lunml()s.t, Man,, '80-'83. ]"vslor at same
place 83285, Sinco that date Inspeetor of Protestant Schools for
Manitoba.  Tn '87 obtained M.A. from University of Manitoha and
M.D. from Tulane University of Touisiana.

Class 1874.

BrowiLerte, TELEsProrE—Born ap Napierville, Que,, *46. Literary
course in University College, Toronto, McGill (Jo]]u'o and I csln-
terian College, Montreal, where he took LO]I!]llLlL tlu-olo"u,.\l comse,
did mission work at V. .llc:u(xu and in \'iclor a Co., N. B Qud: uucd
by Presbytory of Quebec December 14, '74. \lnu\.tu ab Valeartier
74776, Ordained Missionary at Su:llarlon, N.S,, '76-"78. Minister
at Laguerre, Que., 7881, at. Chehalis, Wash. Ter., *81-'85, Nepa-
vine, ‘83

CAMERON, J.\\ll-‘s——‘\l ts course in McGill College, obtaining B.A. with
Gol«l Medal in Mathematies 71, Hu.ulofnul vourse ]’\‘Lsh\lc\m\
College, Montreal, obtaining (.10](1 Medal, took B.D.'76.  Ordained
by I’xulxy(u) of Peterboro. Tebruary, 7. \lnnalu o( Millbrook
and Certreville, *76

Cocnraxe, Joux Javes—DBorn in Tyrone Co, Iveland, March 147 47.
thu.u\ cowse at St. Franeis (,ollc'w. lm,hmond. and M(,(nll College.
'l‘hcolo"\' at Preshyterian Collwe. Montreal.  Did mission work "at
Camden and Tamworth, Lansdowne, Hemingford, Trowbridge.  Or-
dained by Presbytery of Barvie April 4ih, 76, Minister ab l\_\ and
Townline, '76—. Obtained M.A. from Dartmouth College, Hanover,

N1, 230,
Torraxce, Epwarn Fraser—Born at Montreal, S:.pt.uubcr 8, ’52.
Artscowrse in MceGill College, obaining B.AL 7T, LA Theology

in New College, .dmlnu-fh, 71, and in Plcd)\tt.n.m (Jollvffc \lont-
real.  Mission: ary in Nazareth street, Montreal. Ordained h\' Pres-
byiery of Peterhoro, July, '76. Minister of 5. I* uxl‘sChmdx Peter-
1)010. 70

WartT, Roserr—T lu.o]omc.ll coursein Presbyterian College, Mentreal,
obiaining Silver \]-,d.xl Ordained by i resbytery of Statford IS,
Minister of Shakespeare 7879,




‘@alks about Hooks.

V11 Rev. Charles James Wood has a brief paper in o recent number of
the Christian Union on The Ministry of Fiction. Ile maintaing
that a knowledgo of the belter clasy of fiction is indispensable to the
preacher who seeks to he abreast of the thought of the duy. This better
class of fiction must be found among novels having a moral purpose, or
that tend to increage our knowledge of human nature by the correct deli-
neation of chameter. Such novels ave coming into prominence again, and
divide the attention of the lght reading world with the aimless stories of
fevered life, whose tondency, if perchance happily nob degrmding,. is for all
useful purposes wil. ‘The latter you read only to forget that such books
were ever writlen.

A late work that challenges clevical attention is James Hepburn, Free
Church Minister, » hook not to be confounded with Adam Hepburn's
Vow, u covenanting story of mno great merit. ‘The author of James IHep-
burn is Sophie T. ¥. Veitch, one of the active minded female writers of
the present day, who knows the mind of the age and travels faster than
Mrs. Oliphant and Sarah Tytler, aithough the charm of a little convirsation
occasionally leads her to put on the breaks, when the chariot wheels of
fiction drive heavily. In Jammes Hepburn she paints a man of culture
and of strong resolute will, thoronghly at the command of an enlightened
conscience, a man, therefore, to whom duty is a word that means much, but
who i3 also full of benevolence and deep affectionate sympathy. His sue-
cessful eflorts to save an ahmost incorrigible poacher and the heautiful
young wife of a relired general, the one from crime and death, the other
from disgrace, give interest to the story.  But its main feature is the strug-
gle betweon the minister, aided by a few faithful friends, and the democra-
tic would-be rulers of his congregation. The author has the faculty of
painting mean church members and officers, perhaps from experience, and
has not too highly coloured their portraits. Iepburn’s strong will, dignity,
common sense, and rare benevolence, overcome all opposition, and, although
severe injuries, received while saving a railway tmin from the attempt of a
wrecker, enfeeble his physical frame for life, he remains the honoured
wminister of his church and the object of general respect. Many o worthy
winister has had his life embiticred and his work spoiled by the presence
and influence of even one such soulless, scandalmongering, carping creature,
male or female, as worried James Hephurn, whom a good straight blow
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from the shoulder given at the outset, metaphorieally of course, would
have settled into quietude ov oblivion for the chureh’s good. On the other
hand, it may as well he said, there are ministers, with all Tlepburn’s power
of will, that possess neither his charity nor his common sense, who Ly to
be Hepburns without knowing how. They run amuck against all the pre-
dileetions, prejudices, and lawful desives ol their people. For awhile there
is consternation, as the stalwart strides along, his course marked by the
slain of his wrath ; but speedily the retreating foree recovers from its panie,
the fugitives surround the clerical madman, and cither make him cai the
humblest of humble pie, or send him off to fry his sledge-hammer on some
softer specimen of Presbyterian granite.

Any one who has plenty of time and patience, who lives a quiet life, and
loves minute details concerning Scottish life and character in a semi-rural
community, may do worse than read Samh Tytler's Logic Town. The
heroine Lizzie Lindesay, the attractive daughter of a half-pay captain, and
the vietim of a foolish and selfish stepmother, after many trials, does not
“ gang to the Hiclans,” but becomes * the prideand the darling ” of Moshie
(that is Monsicur) de Saye, a dancing master, who afterwards comes into a
French estate and the title of Count, so that all ends happily. TLogie Town
is a decidedly Christian book, and does all justice to the Kirk and the
Manse. It abounds in Scottish dialect, and is the kind of a tale that a
good reader of the vernaculav Dorie might make eflective in home cireles.

Another woman's novel has made a sensation, that of Mrs. Humphrey
Ward, who is a relative of the late Matthew Arnold. It is hard to say
what the aim of Robert Elsmere is, whether destructive or apologetic. All
depends on the standpoint of the reader.  Schleiermacher, viewed from the
point of orthodoxy, wus a notorious heretic ; but, regarded from the plaiform
of the rationalism of his age, e was very orthodox. So with Mrs. Ward : for
an infidel, she grants too much to Christianity ; for a Chuistian, she grants
far too little. I do not think a fair mind can read Robert Elsmere without
seeing how illogical it is.  Mrs. Ward seems to reverence, even to love, the
character of Jesus Christ, and 1o regard is life as the world’s motive to
holy living and the great examplo for all humanity. She has six promi-
nent unbelievers in her book, three very black sheep, and three white
oncs. The three dark ones are a literary squire, an Oxford fellow, and a
woman of fashion. They will have nothing to do with Christ or any form
of Christianily ; so Mrs. Ward paints them in the blackest tints, making
the woman the worst of the three, and a marked contrast {o Llsmerce’s
orthodox wife Catherine, a noble specimen of Christian womanhood. Mus.
Ward’s moral plainly is, *In so far as you depart from Christ and igoore
His influence, you must hecome selfish, cynical, indolent, vicious and hope-
less.” This is strong testimony from sush a quarter.  Rousseau, Mill, and
all the other nnwilling witnesses to Christ’s pre-excellence, never spoke so
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decidedly as Mys. Ward in favour of the great moral and spivitual iniluence. ;

Of the three white sheep, the unbelievers in whom the author’s soul

delights, one is o professor of what Mrs. Ward calls “the most illogical

creed that exists,” a cheery, breezy, kindhearted little Unitarian. Another

is Mr. Grey, an Oxford don, supposed to be modelled on Professor Cireen,

to whose memory Robert Elsmere is dedicated by ifs author. He is s stu-

dent of philosophy, and has come to the conclusion of Iume that no testi-

mony is suflicient to aceredit mircles, which simply means, that, it God

were pleased to work a miracle, it would be impossible for anyone to know

that he had done so.  Any sensible man who knows that fact is stranger

than fimagination will not be so ready {o dogmatize as to the limits of huwman

testimony. The third is the hero Elsmere, o country parson in the Church ]
of England, well educated and carnest, desiving to serve God and v good
to his fellowmen, the happy husband of a woman whose portraiture does
Mrs. Ward great credit, for the outward veil of cold saintliness she throws
over this heroine clothes a grand nature, 2 warm loving ‘heart, alike loyal
to her hushand and to the truth. The author must have felt that Catherine
Elsmere is the true radiancy of her book, and that her better angel com-
pelled her in this portraiture to do homage to the faith she ealls in ques-
tion. ILlsmere takes up as a work of serious relaxation, the reconstruction
of early French history. He reads the materials furnished him by the
' iconoclastic squire,and finds much of it full of spurious miracle. I suppose
a specimen of his reading would be Sulpitius Severus's Life of St. Martin
of Tours, a work full of fabulous wonders intended to exalt the apostle of
Gaul. From this discovery Elsmere argues: “If this Christian writer
allowed imagination to hold such high revel in the life of his apostle, why
may not the fishermen of Galilee, nearly four hundred years carlicr, have
been cuilty of the same romancing?”  Mrs. Ward seems {o think thisa
very wise, an absoluiely necessary, conclusion. It is a very hasty and un-
wise one, indicating, on the part of Robert Elsmere, and, therefore, on that
of his literary creator, a total lack of critical judgment. First of all, the
times are very different. Sulpitius Severus iived in the dotage of Tlome's
empire, when superstition and credulity were unbouuded, and manifested )
themselves in Pagan equally as in Chuistian writing.  The Dbarbarian had P
come, the dark ages had commenced, the Church had declined from jnimi-
tive truth and purity. On the other hand the evangelists wrote in the
still clear light of the critical, historical Augustan age, and at a time when

truth and purity were so valued that thousands died rather than relinquish

theiv hold upon them. The cvangelists' narratives of fact, including the ,
miracles, were never called in question until Celsus, an enemy of Chyis- T
tianity, began his attempt at destructive criticism well on in the second :
century.  There were no critics in existence to call in question the fables
of Sulpitius. The miracles of Christ and His miraculous life are attested .o
by four independent yet harmonious narratives, while for these of St. P
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Martin there is no confirmatory testimony., The miracles of Martin also
are unessential to his history, and serve no purpose. They might be tacked
on or pasted in the narrative anywhere ; while, in Christ’s case, the miracle
is so 1nterwoven with the whole thread of His wonderful story that to
remove it is to destroy that story’s unity. The miracles of Martin have no
moral character, and contain no more spiritual teaching than those of the
apocryphal gospels and the Arabian Nights ; those of Christ are miracles
of mercy, attestations of divinity, and spiritual parables revealing the heart
of God. Martin's miracles have no superstructure. Those of Christ are
the foundativn of the faith of the great Christian Church, embracing all
that is grandest in the mind and life of nineteen centuries. The miracles
of Martin are of a piece with many puerilities in Sulpitius Severus’ Life of
the saint.  Those of the New Testament have no such settings or adjuncts,
being found in the story of a life that has no literary or historical antecs-
dent, and which, in its devotion, purity, wisdom, tenderness, and sublimity,
is, if viewed as the joint creation of four comparatively uneducated disci-
ples, as great a miracle as the world has ever seen. The parallel then s a
false one, the generalization is hasty, the conclusion altogether unwarrant-
able and misleading. Thus Elsmere went astray through superficial and
false criticism, denying miracles, inspiration, and the divinity of Christ, to
which conclusions the Oxford don had arrived through pscudo-philosophi-
cal reasonings regarding the laws of evidence. Nevertheless Elsmere and
the don and the hreezy Unitarian loved Jesus and tried to follow Him in
life, word and deed, and, because of this, they are the favourites of Mus.
Ward, who will let you deny anything, so long as you love and follow the
sage of Nazareth. Iilsmere’s wife shews the inconsistency of believing the
testimony to Jesus of men whose whole story is based on and built up of
falsehood, but he does not deign to answer this very pertinent objection. It
eannot be answered. If the evangelists put into the lips of Jesus the state-
ment that He was the Son of God, and His claim to work miracles and
rise from the dead, what was to hinder them also putting into His lips the
Lord’s Prayer and the sermon on the Mount? If Jesus Christ be not the
Son of God, and the worker of miracles attesting His claim and declaring
God, there is no Christ, and, even an historical Jesus is worse than doubt-
ful. Mirs. Ward can’t keep Jesus who is everything in her creed and at
the same time reject miracles, for her Jesus is an imposter or the creation
of imposters. Elsmere overtaxes his strength among the poor of London,
whom he seeks to elevate by a sort of polytechnic institution with a feeble
recognition of God and of duty towards humanity, and then goes abroad to
die. But what a death-bed, what vague indistinet dying untterances came
from that couch regarding God and the life beyond ! It is pitiful, and
Mrs. Ward must have felt her failure in writing this poorest, most disap-
pointing, part of hex hook. One respects what is manly, honest, and simple-
minded in Elsmere, even though he is a poor eritic, but his end is vanity
of vanities, the end of a spirit that has lost its hold on truth, its way to the
Father's house, and that hugs the consolation of the lost to itself, that all
the world, spite of its professions, is in the same unhappy predicament.
The book says amid all its ervors, ¢ There is no good apart from the love of
Jesus,” and that is enough to place before every mind that reads it His
own question : “ What think ye of Christ, whose Son is He ?”

Joux CAMPBELL.




