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$June—An Hour in the Mexican Field, 3

TaE MONTRLY LEAPLET. *

BAll communications and letters from the missivnaries intended
& publication should be addressed to the Editor, Mrs. Sanders,
‘0 Mackay street, Montreal, P.Q.

Editorial Paragraphs.

M The Treasurer of the C.C.W.B.M. will close the books on
sy 20th, There is still a deficit of 8523.77 for the regular
Work of the Board, namely, salaries, $950, and Home Missions,
0. A number of the Auxiliaries have not sent any gifts for
Mo Memorial Hospital. We hope all will feel they must have a
are in erecting this building, so much needed in vur Canadian
ission station at Cisamba. We trust the friends will
Mnember ¢ Galene,” our Canadian scholarship, Smyrna,
Burkey. 1,477 subscriptions received up to date for the
@ Monthly Leaflet” from 36 charches Ontario; 16 Quebec; 11
¥ova Scotia ; 2 New Brunswick ; 2 (Union Auxiliary), Winni- :
8 Manitoba. All our churches throughout the Duminion
Moht to be on the subscribers’ list. The letters from our
Bpresentatives in the foreign mission field are printed every
Bonth, keeping us in touch with their home life, and giving
Buch valuable information as to the progress of their labor
¥ love for the extension of God's kingdom on the earth, also the ;
@imate and fertility of Cisambs and the habits, manners and
stoms of the natives. The subscriptions all begin 3rd Vol,,
o, 1, February, 1897, . T .
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Notice.—C.C.W.B. M. Annual Meetings, J
The eleventh annual meeting of the Canada Congregationa
‘Woman’s Board of Missions will be held in the Congregations§
gl:iurfélé Lanark, on Wednesday and Thursday, June 2nd andg
T 7.

We hope that as many Auxiliaries as possible will send deld8
gates. When one Auxilary alone cannot affurd it, two or mo
would find it an advantage to combine and send one delegal
who, upon her return, should give a report to each.

Delegates will need to leave Montreal and Toronto by morning
train on the Canadian Pacific Railway on Tuesday, June 1sf
reaching Perth early in the afternoon, where they will be mefg
by the Lanark friends.

The fare for return ticket from Toronto to Perth is 89.95 1
eight or more persons travel together the fare is reduced
$7.95. From Montreal to Perth the fare for return ticket
$7.70, and for eight or more together is $6.15 each.

Will delegates please send their names as soun as convenient§
and not later than May 20th, to Mrs. G. H. Hunt, Lanark§
Ont., and also to Mrs. R. Freeiand, Sec , Bowmanville, Ont.

From Rev. W, T. Currie.

Crsamsa, Jan. 20, 1897. E
DeArR Mrs. SanDERs,—Most of your letter of Sept. 20ttH
reached me by last mail. 'The white ants ate the rest of it org
the journey from the coast. Your reports come to me a¥
promptly as any we get. A slight accident at ang' Yoinb of the
chain beginning at Canada and ending here may delay a parcel
reaching us for six months. If our carriers reach the coast
few days before the goods pass through the Custoins House, thef
men will come inland without them I will then have to gathe
fresh carriers and start them down ; this may take me 2 mont!
or six weeks. We then have to wait six or nine weeks for the§
men to come back, and we may then find that the agent or one
of his clerks, by an error, has failed to send what we specially|
wanted, and a third effort must be made with as much grace a {
possible. In no country under the blue sky is patience morg
needed than in this, .
I am proud and happy to think that the ladies of o :
C.C.W.B. M. are going to raige the money necessary to build an} ¢
hospital in memory of Mrs. Ella F. M. Willlams. ~ T hope owf
churches will send out a physician to take special charge of thlg
work connected therewith ; for one man is by no means enougly M
to attend to all that is to be done at this station by men. ps
We have arranged with Mr. D, T. Smith, who has been
connected with the English Mission in the Loyali country forg

e O ek e ot
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RBihe past four years and labored prior to that chiefly in connection
Mvith Mildmay, London, Eng., to spend one year with us as
instructor in the Industrial Department. Under his direction

and8our young men are sawing good boards and making them into
) window sas<hes, doors, furniture, for which, together with what
"~, is needed at the station, we have orders sufficient to keep from

six to a dozen young men steadily empluyed during the whole
time.

The ladies, always eager to undertake any good work they can
do for Christ, have opened a Kindergarten for the very young
jchildren in the neighborhood.

Our young evangelists continue their work among the out-
lying villages with fair regularity, and they are meeting with
increasing encouragement from the people in every direction.
¥ One chief proposes to build a school-house in his own district, so
3 that he and his people may be taught. Another declares that if
he had only been wise enough to send his boys here to school
jinstead of sending them to the coast, they would have turned
out men, instead of which they are now drunkards. These
things indicate a change that is going on in the minds of
fl the people. At one time the chief laughed at us and spoke of us
B often in terms of unmeasured contempt. They now admit on
B all hands that our boys are manly, well behaved and able
o to hold their own in any of the callings of native life with any
g men in the country. .

H Our congregations of late seem specially attentive to the
preaching, and we are hoping that a day of special blessing is
@ not far distant. Pray for us and for the people among whom

we labor.

¢ - T send back a part of your envelope as it reached me. Each
page of the letter was about the same, The $35 for memorial
stone (Miss Olark) reported. We will attend to it. Verymany
thanks for Emmanuel Church Year Book and Titus. e read
them with much interest. We have not yet seen C. C. Year
Book. Many thanks for Leaflets.

From Mrs, (Rev.) W. T. Currie,
CIsAMBA, Jan. 22, 1897,
Dear Mges. SANDERS,—I send you my first attempts at
photography, not because they are worth sending, but to give an
f{ idea of the native gathering on Christmas Day. It was the
f{ most successful Christmas we have yet had. We think 800
were present at the service. The new Clara Wilkes Currie
§ Memorial School-house, large as it is, could not contain the
crowd. Keto, the native pastor of the Bailundu Church, was
“f here ob a visit with five other lads from that station. He was
8 nsked to give a short address. Then Ngulu spoke, and after-
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wards Mr. Currie told the people of that wonderful gift to
the world which came so many Christmases ago, How attentiy
they were, and how we longed and prayed that some stars i
the Master's crown might be foung among them. Suitab)
readings and hymns were interspersed through the servicdf
After a short respite the feasting began, The women took thef
meat and mush at the various houses of the young people. !
men, who prefer theirs to take home to their villages, came 1§
our compound where several of the boys were engaged if
distributing the meat, This year we instituted some games @i
contests, races for little boys, big boys, villagers, villagers versg

gtation lads, little firls, but the most exciting of all was a tugi
of-war between twel i

ve cf the young man. Prizes were given iy
the successful ones. The race course was on a level picoy
of ground, and was about 150 yards long. It was astonishi
how clear the track was kept, considering the crowd
spectators. A row of policemen could not have done bette§
Some of the young men from the villages declare they are goin
to practice running for next year. About four o’clock t
crowds began to disperse, but rather reluctantly, as if loath t§
go. We could hear them singing as they went of the happy daf
they had had. The day ended as it began, with a prayd
meeting. We were very tired, but very thankful that everythi
was such a success.

We, ladies, have started a sort of Kindergarten for sma
children, and have now 42 on the roll. They are a most enthy
siastic little crowd. They come into our kitchen befo
breakfast so as to be on time.  Little Jessie comes in, dragging
a smaller child after her (she herself only three and a hall:
years), ¢ Ondons, is it not time for our school?” .

Murs. Fay, of Bailundu, is very successful with her Kinder
garten, and has translated a number of songs and games inf
Umbundu.  She sent me a copy, and we are very glad to hay
them to use. Miss Melville was visiting Mrs, Fay lately, an]
brought back some hints which we find useful. We hay
eighteen married couples now—two more weddings last montkg,
T%e mail came in this evening—a rather scanty one as far 2@
letters are concerned—hut some thoughtful friends sent us somj
papers and Speriodica.ls—a greater treat than perhaps you ca

i alusuva is so delighted. The Y. P. 8. C. E@
Woodstock, Ont., has sent him a view of the Congregationg
Church, “I like it so much,” he says, * they are very kindg
indeed.” He and the five other evangelists come to the hougk
every day (when they are at home) from 1 to 3 o'clock p.m., fof
special instruction in arithmetic, writing,

truc t ete., ete. I have alsfof
started a singing class with them. To-(iay they read. at sighi§the:
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to slbme simple bars of music, so as to surprise me, though I
ntighok care not to express my thoughts, for Africans are very aFf.
F: lfa relax efforts if they think they have done remarkably well,
ital

wighough if no encouragement be given whatever, they, like other
rvieghlk, grow easily discouraged. This class, however, are so
thelger to learn, it is a pleasure to teach them. Kanjundu, the

Ehief of Ciyuka, father of one of our boys, has made up his mind
b have a school-house in his village. "He has already had the
d Mllasts and sticks cut by his young men, and says that he is
1es dbilling to pay all expenses if Nana Kole will send lads to build.
ersiBeing a skilful worker in iron, he proposes to make all the nails
-tullimself. 'The new school-houge is a great comfort. We hold
1l our services there. Last Sunday there were 116 present at
piccllunday-school.  After opening exercises, led by Muene-Kanye
‘highe Superintendent), the Catechumens retire with Mr. Currie
to one of the smaller ronms and the rest of us disperse to our
ttefflasses. Miss Maggie Melville takes the wee children into
nother room. At the close of the lesson Kanye rings the bell
8ind all assemble together again for closing exercises.

From Miss Margret M. Melville.

CisaMBA, Jan. 13th, 1897,
DeaR Friexps,—If you could all have been with us on
hristmas Day you wr'1 have been surprised and pleased, for
o had a splendid time. Of course, no work was to be done that
“Blay, so as soon as breakfast was over the bell was rung about
8.30 to call us all to morning prayers in the school-house. These
gulu conducted, and at the close he, with my sister to assist,
Histributed shirts, coats or jackets to all the boys and girls living
t the station. We had been kept busy sewing for some time
pefore ; there were about eighty articles to make. After each
had received the gift we adjourned, to be again called at 10.30
or the general service. In the meantime crowds had been
Brriving from the villages far and near, the women bringing
eal, which the station girls made into mush. When we
hssembled in the school-house there was not room enough for
‘sfhe great throng, so many had to remain out of doors. The
ikchool-house is able to seat between five and six hundred, and if
. ceat on a bench is not to be found they do not think twice
hbout sittin% down on the floor, The *‘ Gospel story’ was told
agblainly to all these people, some probably never before having
Bneardit. May it enter into their hearts, and may they take 1t
s their own.  We cannot tell what will be the harvest. After
‘offthe close of the service the people were given the feast, consistinﬁ
sfof raeat, two oxen being soarcely sufficient for the relish wit
fheir mush, which they use as we do bread. After food had
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houses to enjoy the races and tug-of-war. And how they §
enjoy them ! villagers and stationers alike. With what pri
the prizes were carried off. It perhaps was a knife, or a saw,
a plate, in some cases a shirt or a piece of cloth. The track v
kept clear with very little difficulty, the people seeming
understand that they must not intrude. The tug-of-war wa
keen contest between twelve of the station lads, six on eiti§f
side, and the good-will of the unsuccessful was seen in
hearty shake of hands with the successful. As a prize in t}
case each lad on the winning side received several yardshh
cloth. This ended the day’s proceedings, and one by one
villagers wended their way home, appearing much pleased w
the day’s entertainment,

We “also found our way to Mr. Currie’s house, where
partook of a splendid Christmas dinner—plum pudding, e
‘We hope that our Canadian friends enjoyed their Christmas§g
much as we did ours.

Jan. 21st.—We have brought paper and ink to school and §
the half hour interval between boys’ and girls’ school will wri
To-day our time is short, as Kangomba came late and wan
toread. We have rules here, as in America, but they must@y
formed very carefully, if we do not wish to have them brokg hd
and coming late is one of the things which bas no rule governi¥
it (for often work interferes or rain hinders) or an indifferent of C
would then remain away altogether, I wish that you co
visit our school, not because it 1s in any way model, but just
see it, and how girls and boys who have no inherent knowledj
of books, learn and try to improve. Then there is the funy
side to the girls’ school, when we have half a dozen bhabl}
playing in the middle of the floor, some crying some laughir§
and some shouting, all of them too young to know what
meant by being quiet, so we have just to shut the ear on the sif
which they happen to be, and open the other one for g
reading ; but, alas, sound travels very quickly, and the babid un
%uick cry or laugh arrives before the slow reading of the mothd

othing is said, however, and we_endeavor to put our ear clo
to the reader, for are not these dear little ones the future mf§
and women who, having been brought up in the knowledge}
our Father's love, will, in future, show by their lives and word
the saving grace of Christ. Some of the little girls are sewi
girdles now, and when they are finished they will wear the
8o all are anxiov to finish them. I have just sent out a boy}
ring the bell for girls’ «hool, so this means a stop in my let§
for a little while. We 1. “miss about five 0’clock, or just wb
we have finished, as so much depends on attendance, or leal

, ) . N N
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girls and babies. Evening has again come, and we are sitting
our table. I was writing of girls' school. We had a good
dtendance. The chief interest among the girls was Minnehaha,
ho was a year old to.day. She stood in the middle of the
aw,@m, and they tried to get her to walk. On our way from
*k willhool we called in, as usual, at Mr. Currie’s, and found them
pll, and Mr. Smith, who was ill for a couple of days, able to be
bin the sitting room. We then came over home, and Wanga
hd tea almost ready ; so while he finished we went out and cut
ba quarter of beef. When this was done ready for corning wa
d tea, and then a little rest. The girls enjoy putting the
hzzles together,  The little ones enjoy the Kindergarten very
uch, but, to-day we had only a few present, for the mothers,
dre afraid to have them cross the stream after yesterday’s
Bavy rain. How natural for a mother’s 1eart ; but when the
lds are cultivated and the rains over, vre will have a gdod
, efhool. To-day some wove very nice mats with paper we cut
1asfiom the colored covers of reports, pamphlets, stc. Xga.in Task
remembrance in your prayers that our labors here may
1d § blessed to the ingathering of many.
vri From Miss Helen J. Melville.

CisamBa, W.C. Africa, Jan. 22nd, 1897,
5;: My DEaR Loven ONnks,—TI feel very much better for my trip,
"“Bd T had a very pleasant time. Mrs. Fay came up with me as
[ as Sakinjimba. She then going to Karaundongo and I
* ‘B Cisamba. We are all very well, indeed. The weather is very
Ukt We are not having 80 much rain as a little while ago—
bll guite enough, We have started a Kindergarten, for our
$pe is in the children ; if we can get them to the Kindergarten,
hd in the habit of coming to school, they will soon learn about
fle love of Christ. They enjoy it very much, especially the
ngs and games I have been giving thus far, but I do not
ftend to continue. Mrs, Currie and Maggie will have it in
Bnd. We hold it from nine until ten or half-past. It isso
ffferent from the clean children in America, where you dance
fund a ring, and the one holding your hand does not own a
uare inch of cloth ; still he can play the game and enjoy it, too,
st as much as those at home, and the children are sweet for all,
ere is no doubt about it. The father of one of our boys died
©Bfew weeks ago. He was called to the funeral, and went, his
‘ffe accompanying him.  After he arrived the old men made
Rite & fuss over him, said now his father was dead he must stay
hd take care of his father's village and goods. They were all
Bs now, as he was the eldest son, and they would all stand by
fu. Hesaid that “he coyld not doso, He must return to the
ption, as the words were thosethathe loved. He would go now

<
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*and again to see thom, but he could not live there,” Some tig
after he wag sitting beside his father's body when some of
men commenced bringin%in different things, turtle shells, e
and begnn to enquire of the body, The boy said, * X do y
believe in this and cannot stn?'," 80 rose and went out of
house. DBut they went on with their enquiry and afterway
came to him and said, ** You must stay, we have asked yo
father,and it ishis wish that youstay.” However, he still aaid ¢
could not," and came home sgortw afterwards, Hero was a go
gosition and wealth offered to him, but he would not accef

ecause they would not only lead him into great temptation,
he would not be able to hear the words of God, i8 name
Sambumbula. :

Treasurer 8 Acknowledgments— March 20th, to April 20th, 184
Toronto Branch.—Toronto, Zion, 1 subscription (addition
M.L., 10c. ; Stouffville, 1 subscription (edditional) M,L., 1
Pine Grove, from a friend, Toronto, for Miss Sarah A, Jotidl
for the relief of the famine sufferers in her schoul at Khamgan
Berar, India. $5. -8
MOLT'PAS\(';A\ Branod.—Maxville, & subscriptions (addition
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Panis aANp HamirtoN BRanoH,~Embro, 10 subscripti
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Westmount, 10c, - .
Manrrona BrancH —Winnipeg, Union Auxiliary, for Fore}
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Miss Sarah A, Jeffery for the relief of the famine sufferd
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L., 20¢,
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125 Mackay Street, Montreal, Que. . s
DirEcTIONs FOR MONTHLY LEAPLET—Subscriptions, 10 cents a vear, pH

sble In advance, all orders and money to bo sent to the Seccretar]
the Auxtitaries. . . .

The MONTHLY LEAPLET of the Canads Oon&;'exntionnl Woman's Boxtl
of ¥igslons ls {:r!nwd and published at the - Witness ” butlding, cornerf
Cratg and 8t. Poter Streots, Montreal, P PR BE

L



