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EXGUSES.

For all our faults aod shortcomings, for
all our weaknesses and sins, a deceitful heart
is ever ready to offer plausible excuses and
palliations. Duty is neglected ; privileges
are misused, and still conscience slumbers,
or its wakening is fitful and uncertain.
Let us note a few of the most common in-
stances of neglect of duty :—

1. You do not make a public profession
of religion  You are ashamed of the Cross
of Christ; but your self-love disguises the
fact under some thin vein of falsehood.
Perhaps you seck shelter behind the incon-
sistency of religious people. Perhaps you
boast quietly of the superior purity of your
own moral character ; and you plume your-
gelf specially on being “ no hypocrite.”
But conscience when really shaken out of

"its dead:y slambers, deals very summarily
with ail such flimsy excuses. The best of
them is dishonest and very rotten. Every
man is commanded to believein the Lord
Jesus Christ, and to ““confess Him before
men.” No amount of special pleading can
ever justify disobedicnce to this command.
God searches the heart.

2. You cannot attend public worship on
the Lord’s day. The church is too far off;
roads are bad ; the day is gloomy and threat-
ening; you are very tired after the week’s
work. The minister is but & dull preacher,
and very tedious. Five or six miles is too
great o distance for such a sermon on the
Sabbath. But you think nothing of perform.-
ing the same journey on busincss or for
worldly pleasure on & week day. The rain
or the lowering clouds would hardly keep

youaway from anentertainment in a friend’s
house. The dalness of the preaching may
be more in your head and heart than in the
minister’s. An honest and devout heaver
can get much good out of any Gospel ser-
mon. Attendance in God’s house on His
day never unfitted a man for the duties of
the following week.—Time was when Pres-
byterians, even in these Provinces, would
travel ten miles—twelve—twenty—or even
more—to hear the word preached. What
achange! In many places the minister
carries the Gospel to people’s doors, and
wears bimself out by constant travel and
speaking when the people might casily ga-
ther to some central church and hear the
same sermon. Ministers suffer prodigiously
by the popular system of preaching in
crowded school-houses and small halls in
pldces by no means far from churches where
regular service is held. It is a woful waste
of energy, which no considerate Christian
should countenance.

3. You cannot attend the Prayer Meet-
ing. Itisabore—so dull—so monotonous ,
and business i3.50 pressing, especially on
the very.cvening of the Prayer Meeting !
Yet conscience whispers that you can spare
the time for other purposes of infinitely less
importance. And, perhaps, if you attend
the meetings regularly, your taste as well as
well as the meetings may improve. It is
extremely discouraging to sec small Prayer
Meotings; and no excuse short of actual
impossibility can justify church members in
neglecting this means of grace.

4. Youcannotassist the Sabbath School.
Others who are better qualified do not take

Y
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part in the work. It is very tircsome, and
the children are inattentive and * provok-
ing.” Now, there is hardly any member of
the church, male or female, who could not
be useful in the Sabbath School if the will
were not wanting. You cannot be a good
teacher all at once. Patience, attention,
experience, will make the work easy and
pleasant. After ten years of teaching you
will be surprised that any one should ever
be reluctant to take part in work so profit-
able and so delightful. Seck no excuses;
but offer your services, and if accepted, do
the best you can. The Master has need of
you.

5. You cannot pay much towards the
minister’s support. In fact you do notlike
him. If he were a great man, a first class
preacher, you would be willing to do some-
thing for him, but as things are, you beg to
be excused. You cannot give anything for
Home Missions, for there is so much to be
done in your own congregation. You can-
not give for Foreign Missions, because you
feel that there is enough work for us nearer
home. Justso. Verylogical indeed. ¥et
you can spend many dollars annually in
the gratification of vile and injurious lasts.
You spend more on tobacco and other hurt-
ful luxuries—ten times more—than you
give for the support of the gospel! Noth-
ing can be meancer or more dishonest than
the pleas that are generally urged for not
paying the minister’s salary. They are
often a disgrace to avilized society, not to
speak of christian character and profession.
None know better their hollowness than the
men who urge them, The defects of mi-
nisters are no reason why you should not
profit by their ministrations, and deal with
them fairly and generously. No excuse is
valid for neglecting to contribute to the
Missions—to all the schemes of the church.
Do what you can. God requires no more,
and He will be satisfied with no less. Re-
trench in your lixuries. Give up your
glass of strong drink ; give up your tobacco,
and then you can place a libersl offering on
God’s altar. After all, it is but a small
thing to sacrifice our lusts for the sake of
our blessed Redeemer who shed His b]ood
for us.

6. You cannot pray in public when
called upon ; and rather than makoe the at-
tempt you would absent yourself from the
prayer meeting. ‘The excuse is sometimes
physical infirmity—sometimos mental dis-
qualification. Now there is one way, and
only one, to get over your infirmity. Itis
to try and try again. You are sure to con-
quer after a few attempts. God docs not
require long prayers. No man should ever
bo ashamed before his fellow-men while he
is speaking to God. To pray in public,
and in your own family, may feel irksome
for a time, but you are sure to come by and
by to regard the duty as a great delight.
The whole éifficulty is in making & com-
mencement. .

7. Heads of families that neglect family
worship have many excuses to urge for
themselves ; want of time; want of talent;
mock-modesty ; and we do not know what
all. None of these excuses are valid. Fa-
mily worship, morning and evening, has
never yet put back any obne in health, or
wealth, or happiness. On the contrary, it
is’ one of the surest means of bindiag toge-
ther a family in the bonds of everlasting
affection—of keeping them in the paths of
virtue, wisdom, peace and true religion.
To us it is Inconceivable how members of
the Church of Christ can live as families
and yet neglect to worship God together at
the family altar.

There is no duty neglected for which
self Jove in its ingenuity will fail to find an
excuse. The sick, the ignorant, the vicious,
and the poor do not receive enoungh of our
attention. We are not sufficiently zealous
in diffusing the gospel, and in gathering the
straying ones into the Redeomer’s fold. As
office-bearers and members of Christ's
Church how little do we accomplish for
Him! Yet a deceitfal heart whispers some
now incentive to slumber or somo excuse
for idleness. Reader, examine cavefully all
such ¢xcnses as we havo mentioned, in the
light of God’s word, and of an awakened
conscience; and then do the work, dis-
charge the duty, that lies nearest to your
hand
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AN EXAMPLE,

In Eastern Turkey there aro a few Tro-
| tostant churches with o membership of
ahout 500, gathered by American mission-
aries. These churches, generally, aro poor;
§ tut they now support their own ministers
i and schools; and not only so, but they
have undertaken the support of 56 :n young
men, with their families, at the Theological
Seminury in Kharpoot, to lsbor, when rea-
y dy, amid the mountaipeers of Kordistan.
After paying to the goverhment and their
landlords eleven-twenticths of all their in-
§ come, these Christians pledge one-tenth of
the remainder to Christ. What think ye of
that, old aud rich churches of the Lower
| Provinces! Turks, Thinese, Hindoos put
us to the blush by their zeal, liberality and
B lfsacrifice.
B A native pastor in Ahmednugger, India,
B ot o Missionary meeting, after making an
earnest appeal to others, contribated alf that
he Yad himself. The people followed his
cxample. Not money alone bat ornameLts,
liouschold articles, animals, grain, &e., were
B civenorpledged, amoununv to several hun-
j dred rupees. Some gave ir silence, others
accompanied their offering 'with & few earn-
One pastor of @ church arose
B and said, “ Lase year I met with a loss—
B sisty-five rapees were stolen from me; T
B ucver recovered them. But this year God
has kept me and mine, and I will give him
the sum which I lost last yesr” How
many would have made thoe loss a sufficient
excuse for diminishing their cont:ibution,
vet this man made it the oceasion of giving
gencronsly. A teacher rising, said, “there
was one present last year who is not here
to-day” He paused & moment from deep
All kuew to whom he Teferred—
B lLis own wife, a lovely Christian woman who
B hnd died within the year. He continued,
“she left me a string of gold beads. I
B would have kept them as & memento of my
L dear wife; but X thank they would botter be
A lod about six-
[ teen years old, a studentin the school, who,
by diligence and closo application, had
B possed an examination before some English
R cocicty, and won o prize of twelve rupees,
§ brought—not kalf of it, which would have

bheen » generous gift—but—the whole twelve,
and gave them to the Lord. A pious illit-
erate man sat near the table in a scarlet coat
worn for ornament as well asuse. He took
it off deliberately, and folding it, laid it on
the table—thEn said, “Begone my adorn-
ing, all beauty belongs to Jesus Christ.”
A poor blind woman having taken her seat
humbly just inside the door, came groping
her way up the aisle, reached out her hand,
canght hold first of the leg of the table, and
feeling her way to the top, laid a rupee
upon it.

We could add similar ex\amplcs from.
other quarters—from our own mission field
in the New Hebrides—but we have given
enough for the present. Reader, remember
that our responsibilities are in proporton to
our privileges.

SR S5°71 N S —
A TIME FOR WORK.

Have you been to the meetings? is a
question frequently asked during the last
fow weeks in Halifax.  Many answer Yes!?
and a few bave to say No! But none asks
what meetings ? Even those who did not

"or could not embrace the privilege, know

that the qmestion refers to the series of meet-
ings, of the delegates of Christian Associa-
tions composed of young mer. from all the
Lower Provinces. These mectings, includ-
ing the public welcomein St. Matthews,
and the farewell on the Yord’s day after-
noon in the Brunswick Street Wesleyan
Chapel, were manifestly owned of God and
made joyful by His presence; and have left
solemn and salutary, probably we might
say, saving impressions, on very-many of all
classes.. .

Synods, ‘Confcremxas, Assocxatwns and
Diocesan  Meetings have assembled and
dehberatcd snd dispersed ; but none of them
has ever had the same cffect in stxmuhtmg
and refreshing the Lord’s people, and in im-
parting a valua.ble impulse to the Rcdoem-
er’s cause.

The great Montreal gathcring of the six

. hundred, had its first effcct on the delegates

themselves, its next effect on the christian
people of Montreal, and finally the benign
influence extended to “many peoples and
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great cities.”” That influcnce led to the
recent gathering in Halifax, and we trust
that similar effects may follow in the Low-
er Provinces.

We think we may say to the delegates
who have gone home, and to our carnest
christian people generally, that already a
salutary influence is perceptible in the city.
Ministers are improving the favourable op-
portunity for cnlisting the young of both
sexes in bible aud inquirers’ classes. More
life is being thrown into prayer meetings,
and the efforts made are meeting with a
more willing response.

We trust that cheering intelligence wiil
come from east and west, from north and
south. e greatly need Revival. Many of
our praycr meetings have Lecome formal
and dull and almost diesy, with long pray-
ers and prosy addresses, and all for want of
the youny blood and fresh life which may
now be won and turned to good account.

Surely those who have been long bear-
ing the burthen of the work and arc some-
what jaded, will welcome the enthusiasm
aud energy of young volunteer workmen,
and will cheerfully give them ample room
and scope for the employment of all their
zeal and working talents. There is room
enough for working Comumittees in all our
congregatious, in breaking up the reigning
apathy and in helping to revive the Lord’s
cause.

The Record has not many sparc pages;
but we shall gladly devote one, monthly, to
reeord the onward progress of the Lord’s
cause in the congregations of the Lower
Provinces. G.

e

THE SYNOD'S DEPUTATIGN AND MISSiON-
~ ARY IN NEW BRUNSWIGK.

The room which might be fairly claimed
for Home Missions this montliare cheerfully
devoted to notices of the visit of Messrs.
Sedgwick and McGregor to our brethren
in New Brunswick; and in absence of any
communication from our Missionarics in
the New Ilebrides, we feel thankful that we
can reeord the muvements of our young
brother M. Morton, who is succeeding ad-
mirably in awakening throughout cvery

part of the church which he visits, a decp
feeling of interest in fovour of the Mission
to the Coolies. We take from a recens
number of the Witness the following ac.
count furnished by Mr. Morton of his visit
to Prince William :

“ Left Harvoy Septeraber 14th, and afier §
a very chilly drive reached Prince William
befors evening. Preached and presented
the claims of our new Migsion, on Sabbath
forenoon at Lake George, and in the after.
noon at Prince William. The attendance
at both places was good, and the attention
and interest of the people at Lake George, §
were more than usually earnest and solemn,:
The church at Lake George is small, but is
reat and well finished. ~“This eettlemens
lies about fonr miles from the river, and
seven miles irom the manse. The Church
at Prince William i3 not scated, bu¢ the
ladies are likely to accomplish this dunng
the coming year.—Between Prince William
and Lake George lies the Pogaioc, a fine }
settlement, which is the natural centre of
the congregation on the East side of the St.
John. Here I held a meeting at 3 p. 21.0n
Monday. Itbeing s busy time tha mecting
was not larpe.—Addressed the people at
considerable Iength, and gave some mission.
ary information. The attention and interest
of the congregation throughout were
marked, Our meeting was held in the
schoolhouse. Close by is the Church which
is very mneat externally, but internally i3
quite unfinished. A collection was taken
up for the Foreign Mission, and the ordin-
ary collection of the Sabhath being added, it
amounted to $6.374 N. S. Currency. Be-
yond the Yoquoic, and to the right of Lake
George is McGundy, where there are a few
Presbyterians, and further on is the Maga-
guad%vic, where M, Smith preaches once a
month.

After the mecting on Monday, the Ses-
sion met and was constituted. At the re-
quest of Mr. Smith I informed the Session
of the g)etition from Harvey, and of the
views of the deputies in that matter.~—This
was done that the Session might think over
the matter, and consider how it might atfect
their interests.  Should a missionary be ob-
tained for Caverhill and the settlements
beyond the river, I believe the congregation
will be, not enly satisfied, but pleased.” The
Manse at Prince William is far from being
what it ought to be, but the congregation
has just stroggled free from a debt which
lay on the se, and it is expected that
as soon as they have had time to breatke,
the people will bestir themselves to provide
& more comfortable home for their pastor.

Near Lake George three Antimony mines
have been opened.” Visited thas owned by
Mr. Hutchison of St. John. Tke vein of
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Aantimony is of a_fine q\mlitg, and a fow
days ago it was discovered that the Anti-
mony is impregnated with silver. The
tests go to show that a ton of Antimony
will yield eighteen hundred oz of silver,
which, if correct, will makg it cqual to the
richest silver mines in MexXico. There is
no silver in the Antimony of the other
mines. There is a prospect that these
mines will very favouiably affect the inter-
osts of the Prince William congregation.”

To continue the narrative of the meet-
ings held by the three Brethren in connex-
ion, the next and not the least interesting,
was held in Rev. Mr. Stirling’s church ia
Fredericton. The andience was not we
confess so large as we anticipated ; but in
other respects the meeting was all that cou'd
ke de-ired. TIere we gained the acquaiat-
ance of the Hon. Mr. Wark, & member and
Elder of Rev. Mr. Law’s church Richibucto;
and he presided and spoke with most ex-
cellent effect.  Specches were delivered by
Rev. Messrs. Sedgwick, McGregor, Morton
by Dr. Brook, Dr. Hurd, and by our oldac-
quaintance and friend, Rev. Mr. Lathern,
who finished off witk true Wesleyan tact.
The people sat with deep interest listening
from 7 iill 10 o’clock, and gave a collection
of $8.40, to the Coolic mission, besides pay-
ing the expeunses of the Deputation.

We staid at the Barker House, but not
from necessity, for we had kind invitations
from Rev, Dr. Broek to a place in his
house and family, as well as from cur friend
and brother Stirling to try the skill and
kindness of his hostess in making ministers
comfortable.

The following Sabbathfound us occupy-
ing the pelpitsin St. John and Carleton.
We had large and atteative congregations,
and we feel safe in saying that there was
some faithful and effective preaching. We
know that the peaple heard t“e word, and
theirrapt attention betokened lively interest,
and we can say that the singing was quite
inspiring, If our people would just in-
crease the volume of praise—if just double
the number would sing and with some small
increase of energy, we seem to have talent
enough aad taste enough to produce such
congregational music #s would surpass in
real power and pathos, any union of instru-
mental and vocal music which we have
been privileged tohear

Brief statements of the objects of the
deputation were made in the respective
places of worship, on the Lord’s day, and
Mr. Morton, gave the leading facts connected
with his mission in St. David’s and in
Carleton,

On Tuesday evening we met to hold o
Missionary Meeting, in St. John’s Church,
Rev. Mr. Bennet in the chair. Rev. Dr.
Baird offered prayer, when the chairman in-
troduced Mr. Morton, who laid before the
meeting & most intercsting statement of
facts respeeting the eondition of the Coolies,
their spiritual destitution, fand the way in
which he had been led to offer himself, and
the Synod to accept him as a missionary.
A collection having been taken amounting
to $17.60, for the Coolie mission, and Mz,
Morton being on the point of leaving for
‘Windsor, special prayer was offered on Lis
belialf and on behalf of the mission by Rev.
‘W, Elder.

The addvesses of the deputies were heard
evidently with much interest, and we feel
assured that the bonds of affection between
the Churches of St.John and of New Bruns-
wick' geuerally, and the churches on this
side of the Bay of Fundy, are hecoming
decidedly stronger. 'We love our brethren
more sensibly, and we feel assured thas the
affection is rveciprocated. A resolution
was unanimously adopted on motion of
Rev. Messrs. Gray and Donald, expressive
of thanks to the Synod and to the Depu-
ties, The meeting was large, and from the
account published in the Colonial Presby-
terign we feel warranted in representing it
agevery way successful. Wo should add
that liberal collections were made in the
City churches towards the expenses of the
deputation ; and the brethren had & time of
great enjoyment, both in- their public min-
istrations, and in their social intercourse
with the ministers and people of St. John,
Having met with the Presbytery they re-
ceived a fraternal welcome from the breth
ren in their official capacity as a constituted
church coart, and arrangements were made
for the visitation of the conmgregations of
Rev. Messrs. Donald, Gray, and Jack, We
must postpone the sketch furnished us des-
criptive of these visits, &c., till next number.
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HOME MISSIONS.

Having devoted considerable space to
notices of the Synod’s Deputation in New
Brunswick, we have very litsle space left to
devote to the important subject of our Home
Missions. We subjoin a list of Ilome Mis-
sionaries under appointment for the month
of November, as it will be interesting to our
readers generally to know how they are dis-
tributed, and where they are labouring :—

Rev. P. Morrison and Mr, Josepe Hogg, F.E.1.
Presbytery.

Mr. A. R, Gm‘\ ie,I’xctou Presbytery.

Rev. F. Cummmg,nud 3r, H. Arclubald Fruro
Presbytery.

DMr, Sunon Frager, St. John Presbytery.

Mr. J. B. Bearisto, York Pxesb) tery.

My, S, Lawson, St. Stephen s Presbvtery.
Rev. Mr. McDougadl, Cape Breton l’resb) tery.,

‘Wo have on out list the names of two
Home DMissionaries whose services aro
prevented by indisposition, and consequent
inability to do at present the work of evan-
gelists. '

We bespeak the carnest prayers of the
church fox those who are engaged in sowing
the precious seed of the word, that they
may sow diligentlyr and faithfully beside all
waters. We bespeak the prayers of the
Church for those who after long and ex-
pensive preparation are hindered by failing
health from prosccuting the work to which
they had censecrated themselves for life,
that they may be strengthened in bedy if
the Lord’s witi be so, and especially strength-
ened in their faith in the wisdom grace and
faithfulness of the Great Master, who says
betimes to willing sonls It is well that it
was in thine heart,” but the honse shall
be built by other hands, that they mey be
enabled to possess their souls in patience,
and to glorify God by submission to His
will.

And we would entreat the contmued an
increasingly earnest prayers of the Lord’s
people, that willing Isbourcrss may come
forth to gather in the Lord’s harvest,—that
the Lord’s presence may bo felt during the
present Session, powexfully in our Theolo-
gical Hall, so that if the number in attend-
ance should be small, they may come
forth -with -a :double measure of earnest'
negs and’ Zeal. o o

Dathousie Tollege is about to be opened

as we en these lines. Oh may the Spirit !

of the Lord ineline the hearts of & goodlv
number of this youthful and promising
band te enter the noblest of professions, and
to take part with us in this ministry of the
Lord Jesus.

PP,
NEW BOOK.

A valuable work has just been published
in St. John, by Rev. Winriax Avves. It
congists of a series of lectures on the Firv
Chapter of Ephosians. It is highly com-
mew ied by most eompetent judges. Dr.
King says of this volume :

“ These Lectures, of which shere are
fousteen, present a clear and seriptural ex-
position of the very rich portion of the
word of God which they take up. The
theolugy in my judgment is sound; and
while the exposition of the profound doc-
tnnes which that ehapter sets forth indicates
ilc maturity of the scholarship which has
been exercised upon it, the views are ex-
pressed in language so- simple and perspicu-
ous that & child may intelligently follow
out the discussion. Bach discourse 3s so
short as to be very convenient for being
read aloud in the family circle.”

The book is now, we understand, being
offered to our people in most of the towns
and villages of the Lower Provinces. We
trust it shall meetwith a cordial reception,for
it is worthy of & place in the libraries of all
our people who can conveniently spare what
is required to place it there. Before read-
ing it, the recommendations of Drs. Hodge
and King had fully assured us of its ortho-
doxy and judiciousness, but a personal pe-
rusal has shewn us that it is written in ele-
gent style, and that the matter while main-
ly expository, is also highly practical and
deeply intere‘sting, More than once have
we taken it up for a fow minutes and have
road on for an houy thh much proﬁr, and
enjoyment.

The publishing of bool\s is seldom profit-
gble in the coldnies as it s in , Britain and
the Umted States, dnd our brother has
shewn considerable courage in runmng the
risk of pecumary loss: A generons reception
of the present’ w’ork will not only place 2
good book ritten by one of our own minis-
iers in our famxhes, but will encourage
others to conmbuto something to the gener-
al ‘stock, and save us from the reproach of

€A M el 4 N Re A e e e AA s
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being a church without any literature ot‘l

our own. We have had within a few years
valuable contributions from Nova Scotia
and Newfoundland, and we hail with much
satisfaction the present onc from New
Bruaswick.

g
ENGLISH STATESMEN ON MiISSIONS.

It is one of the brightest traits in the
character of Lord Stiatford de Redcliffe, so
long the Tuglish Ambassador at the Sub-
lime Porte, that he was the friend of the
Christian missionaries in Turkey. His ad-
vocacy of their cause, and of the cause of
she Gospel, both in Turkey and in England,
will be remembered and cherished in sym-
pathetic hearts when his laurels, won in
mere diplomacy, shall have faded. There
have been many among the noble and honor-
able statesmen of England who have taken
a similar stand in favor of the Bible, and of
sending it to all parts of the world.

At a late meeting of the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts
the Right Hon, W. E. Gladstone, M, P.,
offered the follewing resolution: ¢ That
the success which has already, under God,
attended the efforts of the Saciety for the
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreignt Parts
in thoss fields of labor, is & call and an en-
couragement for increased liberality on the
part of Christians in aiding the support and
extension of its missions;”’ and in the
course of his vemarks said : .

Hore in this little island what we inhabit,
inferior in population to se many countrics,
inferior in size to every considerable tountry
of the world, yet in two particnlars excell-
ing them all, excelling thent in'the extent
of its colonial settlements, and likewise in
the vast extent of its commercial opetations :
by our labor, skill and cuergy, by the invin-
caible and resistless tendency to expansion
which seemns to be & property planted in this
race beyond all other races in the world, you
are continually putting forth in foreign
lands agencics which are the source of great
wealth and power to this country, but whieh
likewise have another aspect. ‘There is not
a single commercial adventare which is
mdertaken in & foreign land, not a single
ship dispatched, whether with emigrants or
with & cavgo to the remote parts of the
earth, that does not, apart from the fulfil-
ment of the designs and obligations con-
nected with the immediate purpose of the
voyage, entail another set of obligations
also.” You are possessed of other treasures
besides the treasures that material industry
can produce, and of those treasuves it 18
your duty to make partakers the people with
whom you enter into relations respecting

the goods and concerns of this life. It may
be that in these times the faith of many has
been shaken. I think that all must be
sufficiently cognisant of what is going on in
the world of thought and discussion at least
to be aware that the period in which we live
is o period of crisis for the Christian re-
ligion. But ot the same time the strong
conviction, I think, remains in our minds,
our understandings and our consciences,
that Christianity continues to be that which
it has been heretofore, the great medicine
for the disease of human nature, the great
consolation for its sorrow, the great stay to
its weakness, the main and only sufficient
guide in the wilderness of the world, Some-
how or other even those who may, upon
intellectual grounds, bo questioning many
of its details, yet scarcely venture to im-
peach its moral authority ani power. The
Church and the religion of Christ are very
old They have endured for ecighteen cen-
turies. In the course of thoso eighteen
centuries they have encountered many dan-
gers. Many have been the times when the
timid heart took fright, and when the un-
stable man anticipated to be overthrown.
There were times in the early periods of the
Church when a Pagan reaction threatened
to overflow the territory that had been
gained by the Gospel. There were times
when superstition threatened to put out the
light. There were times when the revival
of Pagan learning threatened to seduce and
draw away the whole Christian intéilect of
the world from the light of the Gospel and
the worship of the Saviour. Thercfore, do
not let as suppose that the trial which has
come upon this age is semething wholily
new and unheard of. Only let us wait a
little. “¥e that. believeth,” we are told,
“shall not make haste.”” Let us abide the
issne. Let us see what all these objections
and difficultics shall come to. But, while
we are so abiding the issuc, do not let us
neglect or forget the duty of the day, to
cope with even untold difficulties. This
Gospel it seems to be the especial fanction
of Englishmen to carry threughout the
world ; for I say that it is almost an elemen-
tary truth, almost a traism, to lay down this
doctrine—that Christians, individual Chris-
tians, and a people of Christians, have posi-
tively no right to enter into social and civil
relations with those parts of the world that
are not Christians, and to decline to com-
municate to them the great treasure which
they possess in the Christian religion, and
without which all other treasures are value-

Iess.

Sir Herbert Edwardes, K. C. B,, Iately
addressed a large gathering of the clergy
and gentry of Hertfordshire, at a lawn
meeting held at Watton Woodhall, the seat
of Mr, Abel Smith, M. P., controverting
eertain notions that had got abroad of the
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failure of missivns in India, He could bear
his testimony, he said, to the fact that the
missionaries were an carnest, sclf-denying,
conscicntious body of men.  With regard to
the native Christains, they were of two
classcs, Romanists and Protcstants, The
Romanist converts, known in India as
Portuguese Christians, were casily made
after the manner of Xavier, who boasted
that ho had converted a village ina day,
and baptized ten thousand in a month.
The Protestant converts were of a different
sort. They were carcfully trained in the
principles of our religion, and were not al-
mitted to baptism until they had given
proof that they had cast off tf)lcir idolatry,
with its vices.

. o = e

HISTORY OF THE MISSIONS OF THE
UNITED PRESBYTERIAN GHURCH. ,

(From the Free Church Record.)

The venerable Dr. McKerrow had just
finished this important work waen his sud-
den and lamented dcath took place, in the
spring of the present ycar. It is a .nost
carctul, painstaking book, pervaded by a
delightful spirit of warm Christisn carnest-
ness. The United Presbyterian Church is
to be congratalated on possessing so com-
plete a record of her endeavours to spread
the gospel of Christ in forcign lands, from
the earliest hour of the day of small things
down to the present time.

The attention of the Secession Church
was drawn at an early period o America as
a field of missicaary labour. In the year
1742—only nine years after the formation
of the Associate Preshytery—a letter was
received from Londondcrry, in the state of
Peunsylvania, earnestly entreating that a
missionary should be sent to labour in the
distriet. It was not till 1753 that the Se-
cession Church—herself still bat in iufancy
—was able to comply with the request.
Twa hrothers were sent out to Amcrica in
the summer of that year. The country was
just heginning to emerge out of the wilder-
ness state, and roaming Indians were still
the masters of the wide spreading forust
which covered much of it. For half a cen-
tury onward from this time the Secession
Church conticued to send ministers to
America. There can be ne doubt that, of
the deht of gratitude which America owed
to the Churches of Scotland, a great part
was due to the Church of the, Erckioes.

The first application made to the Seces-
gion for a missionary to be sent to Nova
Scotia, was presented to the Assuciate Sy-
ped in 1765. It camnc in the furm of a pe-
tition from the inhabitants of Tourv. Two
Lrethiren were at once sent out on & tempo-
rary mission, from which they returned in
about threo years. The next that were

sent sctiled in the country permanecntly.
After having been instrumental in planting
the Church in Nova Scotia, the Sccvssivn
took a paternal iutcrest in its snccess, after
affording it he'p.  The Church in Nuwa
Scotta has now attained to a degree of ma.
turity and viior which enables it not ouly to
provide its own supply of teachers, but also
to send missionarics to distant regivns.

About the year 1816 the Sceessior Church
began to send out ministers and preachers
to Canada. It is scarcely possible to over-
estimate the amount of benefit which has
been conferred on the Canadian provinces,
first by the Secccssion, and latterly by the
United Presbyterian Church. The Church
which they founded in Canada grow to bea
numerons and influential body.  Connected
with it were nino presbyteries, seventy or-
dained ministers, and upwards of one hun-
dred and twenty congregations. In June
1861, a union was formed between the synod
connected with the Free Church of Scot-
land and the synod of the United Presby-
terian Church.  The accounts of the happy
results of this union, which ha:e appeared
from time to time in our columns, Wurrant
the hope that it will be the means of incal-
culable good to Canada.

The Associate Synod resolved, in 1834,
to engage in foreign missions on a more
extensive scale than ihey had previvusly
done. It was thought that the West Indies,
especially Jamaica, would form a suitable
field. But it was known that the existenco
of slavery would prove a powerful impudi-
ment to the free operation of the mission-
aries among the negroes. The Emancipa-
tion Act passed, declaring that all persons
held in bondage throughout the colonics of
Great Britain should cease to be slaves on
the 1st of August, 1834. In the Scptember
immediately following, the Associate Synod
resolved to send at least two missionaries to
Jamaica. Two brethren immediately de-
clared themselves ready to go. The cun-
gregation of Broughton in Edinborgh—Dr.
Brown’s —undertuok to support oue of
them. The Scottish Missionary Sucisty
had & mi..ion in Jamaica, and the mission-
arics in their cmployinent in that istand e
longed mostly to the Associate Synod. These
missionarics, along with those sent out frum
the synod, cunstituted themselves intw a
prestrtery, under the designation of the
“ Je.unica Missivnary Presbytery,” which
was gradually enlagged by the addition of
bretiren sent out frem this country. The
congregation of Greyfriars’, Glasgow , the
presbytery of Stitling , Buse Street congre-

ation, Edinburgh, the prosbytery of Dun-
ermline , the presbytery of Sclkirk,—cach
undertovk the suppurt of a missionary.
Others of the West India Islands wore o
cupicd, Lesides Jumaica. In 18438, the une

" missiouary presbytury had growh ute fous
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f presbyteries.  They then formed themselves
nto & synod, called, * The Synod of the
Presbyterian  Church in Jamaica,” A
Theological Hall was established at Mon-
tezo Bay, and its first session commenced
on the 13th July, 1852, In the second ses-
§ sion, thirteen divinity students were enrol-
| led. The Synod of the United L' esbyterian
Charch in Jamaica represents atthe present
moment & remarkably vigorous and encr-
@ cctic Church, with clements of strength
and progress in it which give hupe that it
will at no distant day expand over the nu-
merous islands of the Carribean Sea.

The mission to Old Calabar, in Africa,
originated with the Jamaica Presbytery.
The negro population who were connected
§ with the congregation in that island natur-
ally felt an interest in the spiritual welfare
of friends and relatives in their fatherland,
and they were desirous that an effort shounld
be made to impart to them the henefits of
§ that gospel in whose light they were them-
§ selves rejoicing.  They-urged the mission-
ll aries to make the attempt, end promised to
B render all the assistance in their power. The
B presbytery held & meeting in July, 1841,
and spent two days in giving this subject a
| deep and prayerful consideration. They

resolved to go on. Each n 'mber of the
. prcslztcry pledged himselt to go and labor

n Africa, should he be called to the work.

B To this they were induced by the consider-

stion that agents would more ecasily be
found to come to Jamaica than to go to
| Afvica.

At a meeting of the United Secession
Synod, held at Glasgow in May, 1844, it

§ was unanimously resolved to undertake a

mission to Old Calabar. In January 1846
B the missidn-ship, the Warree, sailed from
§ Liverpuol, carrying the first detachment of

B missionaries from Jamaica to the western

coast of Africa. Into the narrative of their
difficulties and struggles we cannot go here.
The missionaries at Calabar have displayed
amore than ordinary amount of heroism
and scif denial. They have had to contend
with difficulties of no ordinary kind. They
have laboured in a pestilential climate, and
amongst & population steeped in pollution
| and sunk in the very lowest depths of moral
degradation. A large mass of the people
Their forms of
idolany are of the most disgusting kind,
and their habits are characterized in a high
duzree by licentiousness and cruelty,

Tha laboars of the missionaries in this
§ anpromising field have been attended with
| acunsiderable measure of success. Eigh-
tecu years only have clapsed since the mis-
sivn commenced. During that period seve-
tal Chiristian chuarches have been planted,
ard connected with these churches ‘there is
@ 2 fair proportion of native converts, Week

§ day and Sabbath schools have been estab-

lished, in which severnl hundred children
are receiving o Christian education. The
horrid practice of offering human sacrifices
for the dead has been abolished in some of
the districts. The Bible has been translated
into the Efik language, and inhabitants
arc being taught to read it. A decided
change for the better has taken place in the
social habits of the people, and they are
gradually rising in the scale of civilization.

The mission to Kaffraria did not originate
with the United Presbyterian Church. It
was commenced in 1821 by the Glaspow
Missionary Society, and it was carried on
under the saperintendence of that Society,
till 1847, when the union took place be-
tween the Secession and Relief Churches.
The stations cannected with it were then
transferred to the Mission Board of the
United Presbyterian Church. The Kaf-
frarian mission has been honoured of God
to do great good. Dr. Duff, who visited
the mission station in Kaffraria on his way
hume from India, wrote ;. ““ If the members
of the United Presbyterian Church at Lome
could only witness with thejr own eyes, and
hear with their own curs, what I was privi-
lewed to witness and to hear, I am confident
they would feel that, had they spent
ten times the amount of pecuniary means
on that mission which they have dune, they
would have been mure than amply recom-
pensed.

The memorable Indian mutiny excited a
deep and painful interest in all classes
throughout the British empire. Reflecting
men felt that. in theevents which had taken
place, there was a loud call to make in-
creased efforts with a view to bring the
zospel truth within the rea.n of our fellow-
subjectsin India. In this work the United
Presbyterian Charch came forward to bear
her part. The Synod of 1853 resolved to
commence & mission in Tudia. Rajpootana,
in the north-west of India, coutaining o
population of seven millions, was theregion
fixed upon. The mission, thou%h 50 re-
cently begun, is in a most flourishing con-
dition. Already it numbers 4 stations, 6
ordatned missionaries, 2 medical mission-
aries, 2 English evangelists, 4 native evan-
gelists, 50 week-Gay schools, and 1848
scholars. Eighteen natives have been bap-
tized ; and some of these are persons of high
caste and cunsiderable attainments, who are
now proving useful agents in the mission,
At alfthe stations bazaar preaching, which
presses the traths of salvation u;un those
who reside in the vicinity, has Leen steadily
prosecuted ; and in the cool months of the
year the gospel has been carried over a wide
extent of country, and procleimed to many
thousands. The missionaries find casy ac-
cess into the towns, the villages, and the
halls of the nobles, and large audiences
ready to listen to them, and to purchase or
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to accept the Scriptures and tracts which
thev have to offer.  The inhabitants. in the
province, and not a few in the neighbouring
states, are coming to know the ageunts of
the mission, to welcome their visits, and to
show that they remember, in some measure,
what they had previously heard. The seed
of the kingdom is thus being widely sown.
The 50 week-day schools are all within the
supervision of the missonaries, who visit
the regularly, and find them to be good
%reaching-stations. Inall these schools the

ible is read, and religions instruction care-
fully given.

Ten years ago, the United Presbyterian
Chureh undertook a mission to the Jews,
but hitherteit has proved in a great measure
unsuceessful.  Aleppo, in Syria, is at
present the only station which they occupy
in conneetion with the Jewish mission.
The most recent endeavour of this energetic
Church to occupy a new mission-field was
made in 1863, when a mission to China was
begun. As yet, however, they have only
one missionary in that mighty land. To
complete the catalogue of the missionary
activitics of the United Presbyterian Church,
we must add the large aid which they give
to Protestantism in Belgium and France, a8
department in which they Ieave us of the
Free Chuych far behind.

S
FROM THE SOUTH SEA ISLANDS.

PORIBH AGGRBESSION ARD PERSECUTION.

The following Ietter which we take from
the Evangelieal Christendom, is from the pen
of a Missionary of the London Missionary
Society, who spent several months on Anci-
teum in 1864. Tt will be read with deep
and painfol interest. It is dated Loyaity
Islands, Soath Pacific, ¥eb. 5th, 1867.

T arrived at Lifu in the mission vessel
Dayspring, in July of that year, just after
the Trench Governor, with an expedition
from New Caledonia, had committed such
havac there.  The Comwmandant in chargo
of the group forbade any of oux party to
have intercourse with the shore, or with the
mission brethren on Lifu aud Mare. We
were, therefore, compelled to return to
Ancitcum, New Hebrides, until I could
communicate with Governor Guillain. In
Qctaber, T received permission to reside
on Tea, but not to perform the duties of m
officc  The Protestant missionarics an
native teachers v.lxrou%hom the group had
been suspended from their work. The only
reason that could be assigned for this unjust
and arhitrary act was, that none but French
suhjects conld now be suffered to perform

the Freneh had scized. In March, 1865,
we reccived directions frora the Governor,
through the intervention of the British aud
French Governments, to resume our work
as Protestant smissionaries, but our native
teachers were not included in shis license.

There are two Roman Catholic pricsts
here, who came after Protestantism was
established on the island. They have la-
boured hard to subvert the work ot the na.
tive teschess, who had been the means of
leading many of the peeple to abandon
heathenism andembrace Christianity. Ater
the affair on Lifu, thess priests and their
heathenish followers acted with more vio-
Ience and bolduess, They declared Protes-
tantism to be proscribed by the Government,
ordered the teachers to cease their work,
seized the Protestant chapels and bells, and
drove out the congregativns to worship m
the Lush, Two of the principal chapels
were seized by the priest in person. He,
on a Sabbath, marched at the head of an
armed mob, ordered vut the teachers and
Ecoplc, and entered the chapels, and held

is own worship in them. I do not know
whether these proceedings were actually
authcrized by the Governor, but he has
sauctioned what was done. He visited the
island about twelve months after these
transactions, and when I mentioned them
to him, in the mame of the people, and
sought redress, he refused to inguire into
these matters. e wrote a decree that the
buildings thus wrested from the Protestant
natives should remain in possession of the
Papists, and that tho former were permitted
tu build anew, and all buildings for public
worship to be pational property. Feeling
ashamed, I seppose, that it should be re-
ported that the Protestant missipnary and
his family, with 500 of his people, were
worshipping in the hush, whilst their own
building, crected by the Protestants for
their worship, was occupied by a chalk image
and some thirsy of its worshippess, he gave
us permission to reoceupy the chapel for
_four months, allowing that time to erect 3
new building.

In the case of some Protestants who had
been driven from their homes, and had their
chapel demolished, their homes plundered
aand barat, and ther plantations devastated,
under the priest’s directions, the only re-
dress the Governor granted to them was o
order that they should be allowed to
occupy their lands. But he has suffere
the pricst and his tool to- nullify this order
{which I fear was not dona Jide), and to dfy
his aathority. When the refugees retarne
te their land, and had reached the priests
house, an armed mob of Papists rushed out
upon them, and attermnpted to murder them.
Five of the patty were wounded. The
Governor and Commandant were immedt-

the work of the ministry in the islands that ¢ ately informed of this afiair; but cightees
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months have passed since, and the refugees
are not yet restored to their lands. The
refugee chief is now told that he may re-
turn ; but heis given to nnderstand that his
religion is obnoxious to tHe ruling chief, and
that he will not be permitted to have & Pro-
testant teacher unless this chict (or rather
the privst) give his consent, which is not at
all probable.

I speak of this chicf as the ruling chicf,
in distinction from the others. The Gover-
nor, at lis visit, suspended all the Protest-
ant chiefs, and, in the name of the Emper-
or, gave the rule of the island into the
hands of three Popish chiefs, who had
proved their worthiness for holding this
office by their bitter persecution of the Pro-
testants, and committing most atrocious
outrages upon them. Previously their
power to afflict was limited to their own
tribes ; now they are vested with power to
carry out the operations of the priests over
all; and the Protestant chiefs, who before
were able to protect their people, are norw,
with them, given over to the cruelty and
bigotry of these men—or rather the priests,
whose tools they are. Two of these ralers
have burned down the villages of their Pro-
testant neighbours, from no other cause
than their boing Protestants, and have per-
petrated such other cruel outrages, that had
they been committed by the Turks on the
Catholics of the Levant, would have quick-
1y brought out & French fleet and an army
of defence.

How has his Excellency’s other order
issued by way of redress been respected—
permission to build new chapels in place of
those stolen by the Papists? Ae soon as
we commenced, the Popish chief called off
the people to build him a large house, that
he said the Governor had told him to get
the people to build for him (perhaps as a
reavard for his zeal in the priest’s service).
I applied to the Commandant, infarming
him of our position with respect to the
chapels. He acc srdingly .directed that the
chapels should be built first, but as our
work progressed, and the rage of the priest
was provuked by that, he stirred up his tool
to try again and hiader it. The chief
again called upon the, people to set about
his house, saying the priesthad a letter from
the Comimnamlant counte.maoding his for-
mer order.  The Protestants saw througn
the deception, and refused to leave
work of the chapel. This Popish chief
then caused to be seized two of the late high
chiefs, aud boand them with ropes in a
most brutal manner, and confined them in
a wretched native hovel, where they were
tortured and starved for threc wecks. I
cumplained to the Commandant about this
barbarity. He denied having sent any such
Ietter to the priest or to the chief, and
lsughed at the imprisonment of the Protes-

tant chiefs, and called it a farce. There the
matter has ended. His denial of sending
the letter is worth very little. He has not
reproved the chief or the priest for making
use of his name to set aside his own order.

The Governor permitted the Protestants
of this district to re-occupy their chapel for
four months. Three had scarcely passed
when the congregation was forced out of it.
The oceasion of our holding & Sunday-
school in the chapel was considered by the
priest (the actual ruler here) to give o suf-
ficient pretext for another brutal ontrage
upon the people. After the schoel, we met
the church members, for the | pose of
holding the communion of the L. s Sup-
per. A large number of the congregativn
also attended. Just as we were about to
commence the service, the chapel was en-
tered by some Papists, almost naked ; and
one heathenish fellow, with a knife hanging
from his neck, raved and shouted, and or-
dered the congregation out, and attempted
to drag from their seats tvzo of our teachers
who sat beside my wife. X attempted to
expostulate with thissavage; but he tnrned
fiercely upon me, and placed his hards on
me for the purpose of forcing me out alco.
The others, following his cxemple, hegan
to drag out the people. Seeing some of
tho congregation violently excited, appre-
hending 2 conflict that would have led to
bloodshed, I advised them {much against
my disposition) to leave, and I woull refer
the matter to the Governor, sapposing he
would redress the outrage. This heing
suffered to pass unreproved, the three Po-
pish chiefs perceive very plainly that they
can safely persecute the Protestants, anc
perpetrate auny outrage upon them. Por
haps that is the object for which they Lave
been placed over the islands.

Soon after this, the Popish “ ruler in the
name of the Emperor” stole the wooden
gong of the chapel from my ground, and em-
ployed it night after night in their heathen-
ish corrobaree. Xt was not till after repeated
applications tothe Commandant to yo: ‘ore
the bell, and to cease the nuisance of this
night dance, performed close to my lLouse,
that he, at the end of six months, gave an
order to the chief to return the gong; tut
the priest forbade him to obey that crder,
and the Commandant has had to submit to
see his authority despised.

In another district, when tho Protestants
were building their chapel, and had consid-
ernbly advanced with the work, the priest
intited his heathenish followers to pull it
down again. A Popish mob attacked the
Protestant teacher in his house, and shame
fullg maltreated him, beat some of the peo-
ple, and tore down the chapel. They rar-
ried off some of the materials, and hacked
the rest to picces, and threatened to kill the
teacher if he attempted again to baild o
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Protestant place of worship there. The
teacher and some of the people crossed
to Lifu, to lay their case before the Com-
mandant. All the redress they have ob-
tained is & direction to try again to build
the chapel. Since their return they have
suffered renewed attacks from the Papists,
urged on by the priests.  Such is likely to
be the result throughout. All very plainly
see cither that the Government authoritics
are co-operating with the priests, or are
afraid to oppose them. One of theseautho-
rvities himself declared, that for a ¥French
officer to offend these pricsts would be
suicidal to his hopes of promotion ; that the
Goveroment offices were so under the con-
trol of the hierarchy, that to oppose the
priests would be to cut off all chance of
promotion.

The Samoan and Raratongan native
teachers, the active and zealous pioneers in
these mission-fields, by whom so much good
has been accomplished, have all been dis-
missed to their homes by order of the Go-
vernor. He has, however, allowed us to
supply their places with natives of the group.
These are not at all protected in their work,
but are subjected to insult and violence
from the priests and their followers. Iwill
give oncinstance out of several I could sup-
ply. Last November, the Roman Catholic
mission schooner, L’Arche d’Alliance, was
here, having on board four or five priests,
who had come to take part in opening their
chapel, recently crected, and to confirm
some of theiz converts, A feast was to be
held on the occasion, and the Popish chief
ordered the Protestants to provide food for
the feast. They objected to doso; and one
of my teachers and I were blamed for this.
Late at night, on the cve of the feast-day, a
meb entered my house, and demanded why
Ihad told the Protestants not to unite in
this feast. I was able to satisfy them.
Another party of these heathens entered the
house of the native teacher, and pulled him
from his bed, and dragged him along the
road by his hair, and beat him with their
fists. They bound him with 2 rope, and
confined him in our old chapel. As soon
as I heard of this, I attempted to release
him from the hands of his persecators, bat
was obliged to leave lim.  Nothing could
be done without risking a serious conflicts
and the Protestants wounld have eventually
been the greatest sufferers, as the Governor
has bound them to submit to these Popish
chiefs. In the morning, the teacher was
made a spectacle for the assembled priests
and Papists who had come to this feast.
He was bound as if suffering crucifixion,
with his arms extended along onc pole, and
his legs fastened to another; and in this
pesition, in our old chapel, which is now
made a common house for the Pepists, he
was held for sport at the feast, one of the

pricsts takiogthe lead. This pricst entered
the chapel smoking his pipe, and accosted
the tortured teacher, mocking and langhing
at him. Thesame man, on a similar occa-
sion, mocked the Samoan and Raratongan
teachers, when they were manacled on board
the French steamer.

Shortly after this abominable outrage,
our mission ship, the John Williams,
arrived. It was quite a jubilee to our poor
people, and they rejoiced to welcome the
young missionuries who had come out in
her, though none was destined for this
group. Tleir rejoicing and exultation
wero soon stopped by the malignant machi-
nations of the Rormaan Catholic priest and
his tools. Our people, according to their
custom, prepared a present of vegetables
and fruits for the captain, passengers, and
crew. The priestincited the chief to forbid
this present ; but the pcople would not sub-
mit to such interference. As they were
bringing down the presont, the Papists at-
tacked them, scized the baskets of food, and
hacked them to picces, scatiering the frag-
ments over the ground. Afier this, the
chief caused to be seized six of the Pro-
testant chiefs, and bound them with ropes
in a most brutal manner, and then confined
them in a miscrable hovel for several days,
until & ransom demanded was paid for their
release.

Two of the maltreated teachersand some
of the people crossed to lay their complaints
before the Commandent. They have not
received any good from that. An order has
just come to one of the persecuting Poapish
chiefs* to inflict & heavy fine upon them—
for his own benefit—upon some unfoanded
and trivial charge that they have misrepre-
sented here the condition of the Govern-
ment school av Lifu. What has been said
is perfectly true—that the scholars are ill-
fed and not clothed, So, instead of obtain-
ing redress for their complaints, they are
made to suffer anew at the hands of their
persecutors.  One of these is the father of a
lad in the school. He, compeassionating
the wretched condition of his son, wished to
remove him to his home. He is not only
denicd this natursl right, but is punished
also for entertaining o bad opinion ot the
school. This act of the Commandant's has
infused new life into the malignant hearts
of the priests’ bullies. The priest had just
before been vainly urging them to beat and
rob one of his late people, who has now be-
come s Protestant.  On receipt of this
order, the priest tried his trusty followers
again, and they have performed his wishes.
Last night, they ransacked the poor fellow’s

* Or rather to the priest, as the orderis
written in French, and must be interpreted by
the priest. He gives what interpretation he
pleases.
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house, and the cowardly mob set upon and
savagely beat him. He might have been
murdered, but for some going to his assist-
ance, and driving off the Papists.

Thaoee statements, to many unacquainted
with the conduct of the Rorhish priesthood
in this part of the world, may appear im-
probable or exaggerated; yet they are
plain, uncoloured representations of facts—
of events occurring at the present day, and
only a few instances out of many. Some
will say, No civilized Government would
suffer such proceedings in a country held
under its juvisdiction. 1tis indeed astoun-
ding, but nevertheless true, that the au-
thorities, whose duty it is to prevent such
outrages, not only suffer them, butevidently
connive at and encourage theirperpetration.
His Imperial Majesty’s just and cquitable
order is most reluctantly submitted to,
where it is not entirely cvaded; and al-
though the Governor is prevented carrying
out his aggressive and destructive policy,
yet if others can prosccute what he initiated,
without directly involving him, no doubt
he is content to allow them power and
liberty to do so. It may not be Protes-
tantism that is so obunoxious to him as the
residence of English missionaries in the
colony. Itshould be remembered our mis-
sion cxisted here before the islands were
taken by the French; and before & Roman
Catholic priest ventared upon them, our
brave pioneer missionaries, the native
teachers, were martyred here. We must
retain  our position among our flocks
gathered out from the heathen, whatever
may be the cost, or however violent and ac-
tive the opposition against us.

I am thankful to be able to add, in con-
clusion, that God bas abundantly blessed
our labours on Tea, and sustained his cause
against all the powers that have been
brought to oppose it. Qur people have all
continued firm and steadfast, under most
cruel and oppressive persecution. Notwith-
standing that they plainly see (as plainly
revealed) that as Protestants they arve cut
off from all favour with the authorities, vir-
tually outlawed, and exposed to persecution
and wrong on every side, yet they brave all,
and faithfully hold the Word of Truth in

which they have been instructed. The |

population of Uea is under 2,000. Up-
wards of 1,000 of these are Protestants, SO
are church members, and 150 candidates for
admission to the church.  The population
of the other islands of the group is much
larger. There our brethren have lahoured
for many years with very cncouraging suc-
cess. You are well acquainted with the
proccedings on Lifu.  Oa NMare, the
Governor forbade our missionaries extend-
ing their operations among the remaining
heathen; but he has just permitted two

Romish priests to go there, in opposition
to the wish of the people.

In placing these particulars before your
many carnest readers, I ask for their sym-
pathies and prayers, in their private and
public engagements to bear the conditionof
the Loyalty Islands mission in remem-
brance. ‘“ Finally, brethren, pray for us,
that the Word of the Lord may have free
course and be glorified, even as it is with
you; and that we may be delivered from
unreasonable and wicked men.”’

i
PRESBITERIANISH I THE RED RIVER

At the last meeting of the Canada Pres-
byterian Synod, Rev. Jonx Bracxk, the
pioncer labourer in the Red River Settle-
ment, gave the Synod a sketch of the
present state and prospects of religion there.
He had been there 16 years : when he went
out, the Canada Synod consisted of but 23
ministers : now the number is ten fold.

The Red River Colony is in the centre of
British America—latitude 50 ; longitude 97.
From that to Toronto, by the road which
which was travelled, was 1,400 or 1,450
miles. In 1851, when he went there, the
journey took fifty days. His recent jour-
ney from tho Settlement to Toronto took
fifteen days. Three-fourths of this being
by railway and steamboat, it could be scen
that the distance was great. The country
was watered by the Red River, the Sas-
katchewan and the Winnipeg. In the
centre of the large basin of theso rivers was
Lake Winnipeg, whick received the waters
from the north end of that lake and passed
ont the great Nelson River, which carried
its waters into Hudson’s Bay. The coun-
try from the Red River to the Rocky
Mountains was one vast plain, plentifull
watered but only sparsely supplied wit!
wood. Upon the Red River and the As-
siniboine, thesettlers have established them-
selves, It wasarich, fertile country and
produced great abundance of grain.

The Colony is about sixty years old-
It’s present population is about 10,000, aad
divided into various classes. At the North
end, near Lake Winnipeg, thers was a very
considerable settlement of Christian Indians
under the care of two missionarics of the
Church of England, one an Englistman
and the other a full blooded Indian. The
latter, as well as the former, was received
cverywhero with great favour. Coming
further South, there was a largo body of set-
tlers, principally of mixed biood, and it was
there that Mr. Matheson’s field of labour
and place of residence was. Further South
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was the Szoteh part of the settlement, which
was almost purely of European blood.
Then came a Church of England congre-
gation.  North of Upper Fort Garry was o
population almost entirely French and Ro-
nan Cathelic.
aod religions wero thus separated. The
original scttlers of the country were to a
mau Presbyterien; and when they agreed
with the Barl of Selkirk to be transferrcd to
that colony, it was distinctly understood
that & minister of the Church should come
with them. The minister who was selected
to o did not accompany them at once, but
ramained to finish his studies, with the in-
tention of following the next year. Circum-
stances arose in the colony which rendered
it inexpedient for the minister 1o go there;
and it was not till he {Mr. Black) went
there, in 1851, that the promise to the
colony was in some measore fulfilled. ‘Lhe
Presbyterians of the colony bad been, in the
meantime, receiving the ordinances of re-
ligion from the ministers of the Church of
England who taught evangelical doctrines,
and from thera the Presbyterians derived
much henefit.  But still they longed for a
minister of their church, and when he went
there a large number rallied round him. He
had at present four regular preaching sta-
tions i the colony. At three of these they
had church baildings, in one of which, that
at Kildenan, 500 persons could bo seated.
At Mr. Matheson’s station, they had a small
and inconveniently situated church, built 15
vears ago. It would be necessary before
long to build another in its place. On the
Assiniboine there was another small church,
and he expected soon to have one at Fort
Garry, the headquarters. In connection
with two of these congregations there were
good day schools, and all had Sabbath
schools.  There were connected with the
four churches 119 families, beside 15 or 16
others in more remote parts of the colony,
which they had never yet been able regu-
Iarly to reach. Inregard to the support of
the missionaries,” Mr. Matheson was ap-
puinted and supported by the Foreign Mis-
sivn Comnmittee.  He (Mr. Black) was sup-
posted by local contributions and theliberal-
ity of the Hudson’s Bay Company. The
Presbyterian congregations of the settle-
meat were not behind the sister Churchesin
Canuda in contributing for Church pur-
puses. They stood fourth—remote as they
were—in the amountof the contributions to
the Church, Izcontributions to the Foreign
Mussious of the Church, they had the high
hounour of standing first in tho whole Canada
Preshyterian Church, Besides their contri-
butions to the Foreign Mission Fund, they
sent yearly full supplies of flour to Mr.
Neshis congregation at Carlton, on the
Saskatchewan, and would do so till the lat-
ter could sustain themselves. Tne cntive

The different nationalities |

contributions to the schemes of the Church
this year from the Red River Settlement
amounts to £561,28, This was what they
did for the Church, and now he would tefl
them what he wanted the Chuxch to do for
them. The Assiniboine, a branch of the
Red River falling into it from the West,
was being rapidly filled up with settlers,
and they would like another minister for
that part of the colony. Mr, Neshit was too
far removed to co-operate with them, being
400 miles away. They had two litle
churehes in the Assiniboine settlemont, and
here and there were little knots of Presby-
terians who needed more attention than they
could receive without a minister among
them. Another advantage of an additional
minister was that they could then form a
Presbytery in the settlement.

That part of the country (the Assiniboine
district) was filling up very rapidly, and it
was of great impostance that they should
take up the field, and that early. They had
lost Inrgely in the various ¢olonies from not
being early in the field, and in none moreso
than'in the Red River colony. They might
have had almost entire possession of the
colony if they had not been 34 years behind
time. He believed that in the Assiniboine
district they would contribute $200 to the
support of a minister, and in his (Mr.
Black’s) part of the settlement, they wounld
add something to that amount. The Sas-
katchewan river divided itself into two
great branches, called respectively the north
and south branch. Mr. Nishet’s mission
was very ncav the conflucnce and mear
where the wood and prairie regions joined.
He had thus fixed upon a point where there
weregreat advantages. They had no clearing
of land to make as in Canada, and at the same
time, wood was 2nsily accessible for all pur-
poses. The settlers there had land under
cultivation. The Indians were friendly,
and circamstances generally favoured, One
thing had struck them forcibly in Red River,
and that was the failare of the Synod’s Mis-
sion in the South Seas. Tooking over the
history of the Church, effort after cffort had
been made in that direction, and had, with-
out exception, proved a failare. They
could not help drawing, the inference from
this—which, perbaps only persons in their
position would draw— that Providence was
shutting the door in that direction and open-
ing a door in the North West—was, so to
speak, saying to them that they were an
Amecrican Church, and was commissioning
them to send missionarics to the Red man .
as having a first cleim upon their efforts.
It might not be as inviting a field, in some
respects, as the South Sea Islands, but if
Providence called them to occupy that por-
tion of the field, it was rot for them to ask
whether it was of & delightful Kind or the
opposite. Iis ficld of labour was not so
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unpromising as was supposed. The Iu-
dians listened to the gospel with great at-
tention, and many of them were being ga-
thered in.  One hundred baptisms had
taken place withinthe past year in the
Church of Eungland missions, and who
knows whether Providence had not similar
things in store for theit own Church.

. .
Owe Foveign Winsion,

The “Dayspring”

We have again to issue our mouthly
Record without any communication from
cither of our missionaries. Private intelli-
gence has been received from members of
Dr. Geddie’s family something later than
any official communication, from which we
can report all well, so far as heard from, up
till the beginning of April.

At that date, and for some time later, we
know that the Dayspring was at Melbourne,
where she had been in dock nndergoing re-
pairs; and we may feel assured that the
want of letters arises from the lack of the
means of communication, consequent on
her absence from the islands during the
stormy scason. Jtis highly probable that
the loss of the Jokn Williams would furnish
additional employment for the Dayspring so
soon as she had returned to the islands from
Australia. We trust that before the year
closes we shall be enabled to furnish our
readers with tidings of the welfare of -our
distant brethren, and of the progress of the
Lord’s work. )

Meanwhile, the following letter respect-
ing the Dayspring, written by Rev. D. Mec-
Donald, Sceretary of the Heathen Missions
Committee of the Presbyterian Church ot
Victoria, will be read, ive doubt not, with
interest :— .

Dear Sir,—1 have just finished:n long
letter to the Rev. Mr. Kay on the subject of
the Dayspring, and I had intended to write
fully as long a one to you on the same in-
teresting subject, but alas! the mail closes
to-night, and this is Saturday, and my pre-

arations for to-morrow’s service are ina

ackward state. I must, in short, contont
myself with a brief note this time, in the
hope of getting leisire next month to_say
all T have to say on the subject of the New
Hebrides mission and the inission vessel.

The Dayspring is ready for sea, and will
go out with the first wind. :£1300 have
been spent on the little craft within the last
four months, and she is now all snug for a
senson. All anxiety about funds for the
support of the mission vessel is now at an
end. Tn Victoria we have raised our £500,
:}nd tho other colonies are doing their duty

50,

Captain Fraser is going off in good health
and heart. He has found himself and his
vessel very popular in Melbourne. The
Dayspring is well found in everything she
needs, aqd it is all paid for. We are satis-
fied thaf éverything possible is done to kee;
down the expenses of the'vessel ; but wit
a crew of six or seven, and she herself a
floating hotel for eight months of the year,
she cannot be_ sailed under £1200 a year,
irrespective of repairs.

It is our thorough conviction that Capt.
Fraser is a good missionary as well as a
good captain. Indeed, we scarey know
where another such could ke got «f he were
to leave the vessel.

The Dayspring was put on the slip two
or three days ago, and her copper proved
very bad. She must certainly be re-cop-
pered next trip, and I am writing to Mr Kay
on the subject.

Congratulating the friends in Nova Sco-
tia that the mission vessel is still nobly
doing her work, and still out of debt, and
raying God to preserve her and all the
ves and interests committed to her.

I am, dear sir, ever yours,
-D. MAopONALD.

The Rev. Mr. Kar of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church of Scotland in o com-
munication to the Board on the same sub-
ject, dated R.P. Manse, Castle Douglas,
Scotland, 27th June, 1867, writes :—

“The principal object which I have in
view in writing to you by this mail is to
consult you in reference to a proposal con-
tained in a letter which I reccived a few
days ago from Rev. D. McDonald of Mel-
bourne, convener of the Victorian commit-
tee of the New Hebrides Mission. ¢ The
most serious question for next year (says Mr
McD.) is the re-coppering of the Dayspring;
but it must be done. ‘The colonies here will
certainly stand their own Eroportion of
the expense ; and weare sure that the friends
in Seotland and Nova Scotia will also help.
It is believed that the best thing which can
be donejs to get the copper at once from
Glasgow. I am authorized by the New
Hebnides Committee of this church to gua-
rantee to you the Australian proportion of
the expense, and the copper should be here
by January next, It should leave Scotland
early in October.” Then followed a mote
of the quantity, siz¢ and weight of thp
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copper required.  ““T called a meeting on
the 20th inst. (June) when it was agreed
that the copper should be ordered and sent
out at the time specificd, on the faith of the
pledgein Mr. McDonald’s letter, that the
Australian churches would bear their pro-
portion of the expense

Our Record for September contained the
fact that the Board representing our Synod,
at onice assumed the fourth part of the lia-
bility, involved in the outlay, which prac-
tical men men among us considered neces-
sary. .As weunderstand the Boards’s reso-
lution, they do not appeal to the children
of the Church to meet the extra expendi-
ture ; but it is a valid reason why our Sab-
bath Schools should be in motion, that they
may not fall short in meeting the ordinary
outlay of $1260. This sum should be speed
ily on its way to our Agent in Sydney, and
will be, by order of the Board, before these
remarks are published ; and as it is thus
loaned to our young friends, they must
preparc to pay off all their debts at the
close of the year, or as soon after that as
possible.

‘We shall forward cards without waiting
for orders, immediately. Schools or indi-
viduals wanting a larger number will find
their applications speedily answered, if di-
rected cither to Rev. P. G. McGregor, or to
Mr. James Barnes, publisher of Record,
Halifax. Boxes will be furnished when
applied for in accordance with the decision
of the Board at its meeting held in August
last and published in the September Record.
'Will the superintendents and Teachers of
Sabbath Schools take note, so that the
stream of juvenile contributions may com-
mence with Christmas or sooner, and be
completed early in the year 1868 2

Fraternal and Complimentary.

The Board of Foreign Missions of the
Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland,
at & recent meeting, passed the following
resolution, which the Synod of that body
endorsed, and which the Board communi-
cated to the Board of Foreign Missions of
the Presbyterian Church of the Lower Pro-
vinees :— .

“Tt is_with feclings of devout gratitude

to God that your Committec desire to call |

your attention to the widely extended inter-

est which the New Hebrides Mission has

cxcited among the Presbyterian Churches

of Victoria, New South Wales, and New

Zealand. In a British colony nearer home,

to which belongs the honour of first hreak-

ing ground in this part of heathendom, the

sameé deep interest, which has ever marked

the Presbyterian Church of the Lower Pro-

vinces, continues to be felt and shewn.—

The cordial co-operation which has existed

between the Church in Scotland and their

brethren in Nova Scotia, in the conducting

of this mission, has made clear the fact that

it is possible for men holding the one faith,

the one Lord, the one baptism, thuugh call-

cd by different names to labour as with one

heart in the field of Foreign Missions. It

is plensant also to have it to say that this

harmony is not a thing of the past alone,

but that it extends up to the present mo-
ment. During the past year the gentleman

who has had most to do in conducting the

mission in Nova Scotia, has, after many

years’ service, retired from the position of
Seeretary. Dr. Bayne, whose name and

labours are familiar to us all in connection

with the New Hebrides Mission, who has
been in turn the official correspondent ' of
Dr. Bates and Dr. Graham, and of our pre-

sent Secretary, bas made way for the Rev,

Mr. McGregor of Halifax, whose communi-

cations to your Committee show him to be

a not unworthy successor of the man on
whom devolved the onerous work of carry-

ing to successful comg}etion the building of
the Dayspring, and whose careful superin-
tendence sent into the field the Gordons,

and Matheson, and Johnston, and Morri~
son and McCullagh. Your Committes sug-
gest that in Jooking back upon the work of
Dr. Bayne for fifteen years, and connecting

it with his resignation of the Sccretaryship

of the Mission, this Court ought to place
upon their record an expression of tho deep
sense which they have of the valuable ser-
vices rendered by him to the mission, and
their hope that he may not find in vain his

labour in the Lord.”

e
The Subbith School,
| LESSONS FOR DECEMBER.

FIRST SABBATH.

SuossecT :— The Spies—~Numbers xiii.
17-38.- )

The Isrselites had now reached Kadesh,
8 town noar the southern boundry of Pales-
tine in the wilderness of Paran. From Mt.
Horeb to Kadesh was eleven days journey
(Deat. i. 2.) Having now arrived at the
frontier of Canaan nothing but their own
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unbelicf hindered them from entering at once
upon thic possession ¢f the land.

V.17.—In the beginning of the chap-
ter we read that the Lord commanded
Moses to send men to spy out the land.
But in Deut. i, 22. Moses says that the
people solicited him to this. Thetwo state-
ments are easily harmonized. In the spirit
of unblief the people asked that spies shonld
be sent, and God remembering former
manifestations of unbelief directed Moses to
graut the request,

Vv. 18-20.—The Israclites should have
heen satisfieC with the statements which
God had madz2, that he would drive out the
inhabitants from before them, and that the
land was one flowing with milk and honey.
Had they imy licitly trusted in these assur-
ances they would not have asked for spies.

V. 21—The time of the first ripe grapes
was in August.

V.21. Thewilderness of Zinbordered on
the south of Palestine. Ttwasa part of the
more comprchensive district of Paran.—
Relob was a town hear the northern boun-
dary.—Eaemath was a Syrian province on
the north of Palestine, having a capital of
the samo name., ¢ The entering in of
Hamath’’ was the narrow pass leading from
Canaan into Syria.

V. 22.—Hebron—originally called Xir-
Jjath-Arba, was a city about 20 miles
south of Jerusalem.—The Amnakims, re-
markable for their great stature, were com-
posed of three tribes descended from the
sons of Anak, and named after them. See
Deut. ix. 2.

V. 23.—Eschol. was in the neéighborhood
of Hebron.—The cluster was 5o carried for
safety as much as for convenience. |

V. 24.—The word, Eschol means a clus-

ter, . '

V. 25.—They had travelled through the
whole length of the Iand.

Vv. 26-29.—The spies gave o correct ac-
count of the fertility of the land, but ayi-
dently wished in what they said of thein-
habitants to discourage the 1sraelites from
attempting an invasion,,

V. 30.—Celcb, no doubt with the con-
currence of Joshua (Ch. xiv. 6,9,) en-
deavored to quiet the people, and exhorted
them to go up at once. For their trustin
God the two_faithful spies received a re-
ward. Sce Ch. xiv. 30.

Vv. 31-33-—The sin of the unbelieving
spies was the greater, because they p'ctisstcﬁ
tix disheartening the people.—A land that
cateth §c. Some.suppose thas at this time
there there was a great plague in the country
sent by God to weaken the Canaanites, but
which the spics ascribed to an unwholesome
climate. See Bz, xxxvi, 13,

Lessons.

1. Let us learn to guard against the sin
of unbelief. The spies virtually doubted
the ability or the willingness of God to ful-
fil his promises. Thesad results are stated
in the next chapter. In his dealing with
the Israelites for this sin God has stamped
his dire disapprobation upon it. From the
wilderness whitoned with the bones of the
unbelieving Jews comes to us the solemn
lesson, “Take heed lest there be in any of
you the evil heart of unbelief. See Heb. iii,
7-19. The Heavenly Canann is offered to
us through Jesus Christ. If we refuse to
believe we shall eternally perish. See John
iii. 18. ’

2. Obstacles in the way of duty should
never deter us from undertaking the dis-
charge of duty. Although the difficulties
of conquest had been fully as great as the
spies represented, yet the Israclites should
have gone forward. God would have given
them the land. et us never say, in con-
templating known duty, there is a lion in
the way. If we honestly address oursclves
to the discharge of duty God will either re-
move difficultics or give strength to sur-
mount them.

3. Inthe wilderness of this world God
gives his people foretastes of heaven.
Clusters from XEschol are put into their
hand. This is an earnest of their inheri-
tance.

DocrTrIng.

Christ our forerunner. Heb. vi. 20;

John xiv. 2-8. -

SECOND SABBATH.

SuBsecr.—Christ in the garden. Matt.
xxvi. 36-56.

See parallel passages in Mark xiv. 32-50;
Luke xxii. 39-53 ; John xviii. 1-11.

After Christ had instituted the Supper,
given his parting address, and offered up
his intercessory prayer, he procceded to
Gethsemane accompanied by the eloven.
This is holy ground. It becomes us to
approach with awe.

. 86.— Gethsemane—a retired place on
the west side of Mount Olivet, about g
stonte’s cast from the Cedrou and ia full
view of Jerusalem. The word means ozl
press. ' ’

V. 87.—The two sons of Zebedee,—~James
and John (Matt, x. 2). “These three disci-
ples were with him on the mount of trans-
figuration and at the cure of the ruler’s
daughter. The other disciples were left
near the entrance of the garden.—Sorrow-
Jul.—~Mark says, Christ ¢ began. to be sore
amazed.”

V. 38 —The cause of Christ’s anguish
was not simply the contemplation of the
death of the cross. As the substitute of
sinners he was made to feel the manifesta-

<
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tion of Jchovah’s righteous displeasure’
against sin, It was thig that filled his soul
with an awful horror, that caused the bloody
sweat, and that made his human natare for
a moment recoil and seek deliverance, He
was pouring out his soul unto death. Sce
TIs, xiii.

V. 39.— Fell on his face—a posture indi-
cative of intense earnestness and anguish.—
This cup—of the curse. He prays that, if
it were possible to accomplish the work of
redemption without drinking this cup, he
might be spared. :

V. 40.~Luke says the disciples were
“sleeping for sorrow.” Extreme grief is
sometimes attended with heaviness and
stupor. Luke as a physician noticesithis
as well as the sweat tinged with blood.

V. 41.—They were in danger of losing
their confidence-in Christ for they would
soon see him in the hands of his enemies.—
The flesh 1s.weak.—An argument for watch-
fulness and prayer. Satan seeks to attack
us through the infirmities of the flesh.

Vv, 42-44,—A second and a third time
did Christ utter this remarkable prayer.
Notice his devout submission. Probabl
Heb. v. 7., refers to the agony id the au{
en. Luke says that an angel apptdred-un:
to Him from heaven strengthening Him.
Luke also records that His sweat was at
were great drops of blood falling down to
the ground. Instances are on record of a
bloody sweat being caused by intense men-
tal anguish.

V. 45.—Sleep on now. - He had triumph-
ed and had no more need of their watching.

V. 47.—Judas knew where to find Christ
(Luke xxii. 39). John says (sviii. 4-9)
the armed baud fell prostrate in Christ’s
presence.  He thus manifested his power
to provide for the safety of his disciples and
showed that he voluntarily gave himself up
to his enemies.

V. 5.—One of them—Peter, in accordance
with his impulsive disposition. Christ at
once repaired the injury,

Vv.—If Christ wished to resist his enem-
ies he needed not the aid of his disciples. A
legion was a body of the Roman army con-
taining from 4000 to 6000. men. The
word expresses & great multitude.

V. 56.—A4U the disciples §c. "Where was
now their boast? See verse 35. But
Christ must trcad the wine press alone.

Lxssoxs. . :

1. Christ endured the wrath of God for
us. “ He was wounded for our transgres-
sions, He was bruised for our iniquities.”
Deny this doctrine and the agony of the
garden and cross is a mystery. If Christ
suffered not in our stead he was less heroie
than many of his followers have been
They have gone joyfully forward to the
most painful deaths.

2. Mark the true humanity of Christ.
While he was very God he was also ver;
man. His soul was sorrowful; He was fil-
led with sore amazement; for a moment
his humanity recoiled from the awful agony
to which it was subjected ; He sought tho
sympathy of his disciples; an angel was
sent to strengthen him.,

8. Christ’s sufferings and death were
voluntary, V- 35, Hogave his back to the
smiters, and his cheeks to them who
plucked the hair, He hid not his face
rom shame and spitting.

4. Tq the timo of tronble we may pray
to God for the removal of affliction, yet wo
should always pray with resignation to his
wills DR .

5. If God does not see fit to removae the
pffliction of his people he will support them
under it. See Paul’s case, in 2 Cor. xii,
©9,

DOCTRINE.

Christ suffered for our sins.
1 Cor. xv. 3: 1 Petor ii. 21.

THIRD SABBATH. .

Sunyeer :—The Trial. Matt. xxvii,
11-26. -~

See parallel pasages in Mark xv. 2-15;
Luke. xxiii. 3-25; John xviii. 33-40, and
xix. 1,16.

When Christ was apprehended in Geth.
semane he was taken before the Sanhed-
rim, the highest Jewish tribunal. By that
Court he was declared worthy of death,
because he said he was the Son of God.
The Sanhedrim however had not power to
sentence to death : the Romans had retained
this power in their own hands. He was ac-
cordingly hurried before Pontius Pilate the
Roman governor to xeceive his sentenco.

V.11.—The chief priests and eclders
charged him before Pilate not for saying
he was the Son of God—for with that Pilate
had nothing to do; but for setting himself
up against the Roman rale, (Luke xxiii. 2.)
~—Thou Sayest—it is 8o. " Pilate took Jesus
into the judgment hall by himself, and re-
peated the question. See John xviii. 33-88.
Coming out again to the Jews he said, “ I
find no fault inhim at all.” This only
exasperated them, and they accused Christof
many things. (Mark xv. 3). L

V. 14.—He had told Pilate that hisking-
dom did not interfere with worldly govern-
ments; He had shown him that He was
not plotting the overthrow of the Roman
rule; and as this was enough, He would
say no more. Pilafe having ascertained
that He belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction,
sent Him to him, glad to get rid of tho res-

onsibility of deciding the case. Ostensi-
Iy this was done out of deference to Herod.
Tge result was that Pilate and Herod bIe;

Is 1viii. 5);

came friends. See Luke xxiii. 5-12.
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would appear that Christ spake not & word
before Herod. ‘This proud, licentious man
was actuated by empty curiosity. Galled
by this silence, Herod subjected Christ to
many indignities, and then sent Him back
to Pilate. Pilate proposed to the Jews that
he would scourge Jesus and then release
him. Sce Luke xxiii. 14.16. How incon-
sistent! If innocent why chastise him atall?

Vyv. 15-18—DPilate singled out Barrabas
that the Jews might be induced to release
Jesus, rather than so great a criminal.

V.19.—A solemn warning'! Well for
Pilate if he had heeded it.

V. 20.—Pilate asked this question three
times, (Tuke xxiii. 22), hoping that the
Jews might relent.

V. 24.—A pitiful attempt to, satisfy a
conscience ill at ease, and to place the re-
sponsibility upon others. Washing the
hands did not wash away the guilt of shed-
ding innocent bleod. '

V.25—A terrible imprecation! Little
did they think what would result. They
invoked vengeance and it came. In less
than forty years this city was destroyed,
when more than & million people perished.
To this day the Jews are a nation scattered
and peeled.

Lessoxs.

1 Learn the perfect sinlessness of Jesus,
He was tried before both o Jewish and a
Roman court, but his bitterest foes could
find not the slightest stain upon his charac-
ter. .
2. See how God overrales evil for good.
The fact thatevery effort was made to crim-
inate Jesus has shown his innocency.

8. Mark the patience of Christ. He
answered never a word. Nor was his a
sullen silence. It was the silence of meek-
ness. Sece Is. lili. 7. Let us strive to imi-
tate him., See 1 Pet. 20-23. <

4. In verse 17 is an illustration of the

great doctrive of release. Christ the inno- |

cent is condemmed ; we the ghilty are set
free. ' '

5. God often by the voice of conscience, |
and by his providence warns .men to stop |

when they arc in a sinful career. V. 19.

6. Wo should take a firm stand on the
side of conscience and truth, not fearing
conscquences. Pilate knew that Christ
was innocent, and he sought to release Him.
But_fearing the people he - condemmed
Christ. It is intoresting, yet sad, to mark
the conflict that occurred In this man’s mind
between conscience on the one hand, and
timidity on the other.

7. From verse 24 we learn that if we

pursue a course of condnet which our con- |

science disapproves, hoping that we are
guiltless, because others assume the respon-
sibility, we are acting the part of Pilate.

Doccring.

Jesus was without sin. 2 Cor. v. 21;
Heb. vii, 26 ; i. Pet. i. 19,

FOURTH SABBATH.

Sussect :—The Crucifizion. Mat. xxvii.
26-50. '

See parallel passages in Mark xv. 15-37 ;
Luke xxiii. 2546 . John xix. 16-30.

V.26.—Scourging was preliminary to
crucifixion. .

Vv. 25.31.—These . indignities  were
hpa(;)ed upon Christ“by.a brutal Roman
soldiery in the judgement hall, out of sight
of the eréwd still waiting without. Pilate
then brought him out to the multitude,
hoping that their thirst for blood would now
be'appeased. Buthe wasmistaken. Again
he took Christ apart and questioned him.
He strove again_to release him ; but again
he failed. See John xix. 4-12.

V. 23.—Christ went forth bearing his
cross, but sinking beneath the load, they
placed it upon.Simop. Cyrene was in
Africa. On his way to Calvary Christ
addressed the women. whe, bewailed him.
(Luke xxiil. 27-31.) . .

V. 33.— Golgotha—or the place of a shull,
50 called ejther from its shape or frem the
fact of its' being the usual place of execu-
ting criminals.

. 24.—This drink was offered either in
derision or as an opiate to deaden the sense
of pain. Seo Ps. Ixix. 21.—He would not
drink—He wonld do nothing to alleviato
his distress or impair the clearness of his
mind.

V.35—See Ps, xxii; 18. .

V. 37.-——This title was written in Hebrew,
Greek and Latin, that it might be read by
all. For Christ’s prayer on behalf of his
enemies; see John =xxiii. 34. Compare
i. Cor. ii. 8.

V. 88.—See Luke xxiii. 3843 for a fuller
account of the two thieves. Verse 44,
speaks as if both the thieves reviled Christ,
while Luke speaks only of ore as reviling.
TLuke’s is the minute account, while Mat-
thew and Mark, dwelling upon the fact that
Christ was derided by all, speak in general

1 of the thieves as doing it.

. V. 40.— Thou that destroyest &c.— refer-
ring to what Christ had said in John ii. 19.

. 43.—These words were predicted in
Ps. xxii, 8. About this time occurred the
touc?ing incident recorded in John xix.
25-27. .

V. 45.—A miraculous darkness emble-
matical of the great inner darkness which
cnveloped the Soul of the Redeemer.—Te
sizth hour—our noon.—T ke ninth hour—our
3 o’clock in the afternoon.

V. 46.—Probably during the whole period
of the three hours Christ experienced the
hidings of his Father’s countenance. Ahout
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the ninth hohr, the moment that preceded
the rolling away of the darkness, His agony
would scem to have reached it's height.
T his bitter cry was wrung from a soul being
made an offermg for sin. — The Father never
loved the Son better than now ; but Christ
as thesinner’s substitute must feel the Divine
wrath _gainst sm.—The inner darkness
probably cleared away with the outer, and
Jesus died in light.

V. 47.—This was said in derision, by a
play upon the word,

V. 48.—Gave Him to drink—~He had
said “I thirst.” The inner agony over, He
was now sensible of the cravings of nature.
This vinegar was the soldier’s drink, (John
xix, 29.)

V. 50.—Cried, §c. He said ““ It is finish-
ed,” and ‘Father into thy lands I com-
mend my spirit,”

LESSONS.

1. Learn from Vv, 27-31 the desperate
wickedness of human nature.

2  Christ suffered in our stead. There
can be no suffering where there is no sin
either personal or'imputed.  As Christ had
no sin of his own, he mus: therefors have
had imputed gailt.

8. Learn the intensity of the Redeemer’s
sufferings. The indignities he endured at
the hand of his enemies and his bodily pain
on the cross were great; but, as has been
truly said, the sufferings of his sounl formed
the very soul of his sufferings.

4. Sece the awful nature of sin. If it
could not be expiated except by the ago-
nies and death of Jesus, it must be excecd-
ingly offensivein the sight of Gud.

6. How dreadful the guilt and danger of
those who despise Christ! If Gud spared
not his own Son, he will not spare the
finally impenitent. If these things were
done in the green tree, what shail be done
in the dry ?

DOCTRINE.

Christ’s death atones for sin. Rom, v.
9; John i. 29; Rev. vii. 14. :

FIFTH SABBATH.

SuBJIECT—The Resurrection, Matt,
xxviil.

Sce parallel passages in Mark xvi. ; Luke
xxiv. : John xx.

The burial of Christ was the last step in
his humiliation, and his resurrection is the
first in his exaltation. :

V. 1.—Thke Sabbath—the Jewish Sab-
bath or our Saturday. Te first day of the
weeli—the day afterwards observed as the
<hristian Sabbath. _

V. 2.—Glreat earthquake. This occurred
before the arrival of the woman.

V. 4.—T he kecpers—the Roman guard

placed there at the request of the chief
pricsts and Pharisces, (Ch. xxvii. 62-66).

V. 5.—When the women saw the stones
rolled away and the tomb empty, Mary
Magdalene at once returned to the city to
inform Pecter and John. During her ab-
sence the angel appeared to Mary’s com-
panions.

V. 6.—As ke said. See Ch. xvi. 21.—
Christ’s body was buricd before sunsct on
Friday, and he roso early on the morning
of the christian Sabbath.  He thus rose on
the third day. Speaking generally, he was
three days.in the grave.

V. 7.—~Maik adds—“and Peter” His
peculiar condition required this special ad-
dress. )

V. 9.—Held him by the feet. They were
certain that this was indeed their risen Lord.

V. 10.—My brethren. He was still their
brother.—Into Galilee. It was his native
place; there he had the most of his disci-
ples; and there he could meet them alone.

V. 11.—The guard having recovered
from their terror, at once reported to the
chief priests what had happened.

Vv. 12, 18.—The Sanhedrim was con-
vened, and the result of their deliberations
was that the soldicrs should be bribed to
lic. How absurd! If they were asleep
how could they tell that his body was stolen
away ?

V. 14.—This assurance was necessary,
for death was the penalty inflicted upon a
Roman guard for sleeping.

V. 15.—Until this day—the date of Mat-
thew’s gospel.

V. 16.—There are ten recorded appear-
ances of our Saviour after his resurrection.
This is the eighth in order. On this ueca-
sion. about five hundred saw him. Seel
Cor. xv. 6.

V. 17.—Some doubted. They had not ull
now buheld him, and they dvubted the evi-
dence of their senses.

V. 18.—Al power, &c. As Mediator he
was made head over all things to the church.

V 19.—Teack—make disciples of. In
the name—not “by the authority,” but
“into the name.”

V. 20.—End of world—end of time. *

LEssoxs.

1. How clearly the fact of Christ's re-
surrection is proved. Every precaution
was taken to prevent his body trom being
stolen away. The Roman guard beheld
the wonders attending the resurrection.—
The angels pointed to the empty tomb.—
Christ showed himself to his disciples, con-
versed with them, ate bufore them, and
showed them his hands and fuct. The
doubts of some of them, which Christ gra-
ciously removed, only confirmed the testi-
mony.

2." Mark the importance of the resurrec-



1867

The Home any Forelgn Wecord,

345

tion of Christ. Upon this all his claims
were staked.  In rising again he has made
good these claims—that he was the Son of
God, (Rom. i, 4) ; that his death was a com-
El(-te satisfaction for sin; and that all he

ad undertaken to do he had fully accom-
plished. See 1 Cor. xv. 14.

8. Since Christ has risen his people
shall be raised. Sce in 1 Cor. xv., the
apostle’s argument for the resurrection
fouuded upon the resurrection ot Christ.—
He has risen and become the first fruits of
them that sleep.

4. Believers need not fear the grave.—
Christ has been there and has disarmed it
of its vietory.

5. The great commission given to the
church is to preach the gospel to the whole
world. It is as binding now as when first
delivered.

7. The church has every encouragement
to go forward in the discharge of this im-
portant duty. Vv. 18, 20.

DoCTRINE.

Christ shall raise the dead. John v. 28,
29 ; Cor. xv. 22; Phil. iii. 21.

Pua SOl
%

Wews of the Glanch,

Presbytery of P. E. Island.

This Presbytery met on Wednesday the
28th August, in Queen Squave Church,
Charlottetuwn, There were present, Revds.
A, Frascr, moderator; R. S. Patterson, A.
Campbell, I, Murray, A. Munro, H, Craw-
ford, .A. Cameron, R. Laird, W. Ross, W.
R. Frame, A, Falconer, D. W. Cameron,
and J. G. Cameron, ministers; and Mcssrs.
D. McNevin, W, Brown, and K. Hender-
son, clders. Commissions were sustained
from the sessions of Cavendish, Richmond
Bay Last snd Summerside, Tryon and
Bonshaw, Bedeque, Princetown, and New
London and Summerficld, t\{.poiming
Messrs, W. Brown, R. McLean, J. Gordon,
R. Cairns, B. Thompson and J. Donghart,

respectively, as their representative elders,

for the current year. .

The Rev. Thos. Cummipg being present,
was invited to & seat as a corresponding
member. Reports of missionary labor by
Messrs. Nelson and Archibald, were read
and sustaived. The, Rev. Mr. Cumming
was requested to spend three Sabbaths at

Murray Harbor, and was clothed with pow-_

er to constitute the session, if circumstances
reguired it. This request was complied
with. The Free Church, Charlottetown,
applicd fuo the services of Mr. Gumming
for threc months, if he should be willing to
remain on the Island for that length of time.
The application was granted. At a subse-

uent sederunt, Mr. Henderson requested
that Mr. Cumming should be left in Clar-
lottetown for first Sabbath. The Preshy-
tery decided not to disturb the arrangement
previously made. A petition, requesting a
a moderation in a call, was presented from
the Free Church congregation, Charlotte-
town. ‘The prayer of the petition was
granted, and the Rev. W. Ross appointed
to moderate in said call on Wednesday,
the 11th Sept., at 6 o’clock, notice to this
effect to be given to the congregation on
Sabbath first. Rev. R. 8. Patterson was
appointed & member of the Publication

ommittee. The clerk was instructed to
ask the Board for a probationer, as soon as
such could bo obtained. The Revds. I.
Murray, A. Cameron and A. Campbell,
were requested to give such an amount of
supply as they could find convenient to the
congregation of St. Jobn’s, New London.

Adjourned to meet in the Free Church,
Charlottetown, on the last Wedncesday of
September, at 11 o’clock.

- Axex. Farcongr, Clek.

This Presbytery met in the Free Church
Charlottetown, on the 25th Sept. There
were present Revds. R. S. Patterson, Mod-
erator, pro ftem,dJ. Allan, I. Murray, R.
Laird, ‘?f Rass, A. McLeen, A. Falconer,

| D. W. Cameron'and J. G. Cameron, Mip-

isters ;. and Messrs. Henderson, McNiven
and Cairns, elders. The Revds. G. Walk-
er of Now Glasgow, N.S,, and 'T. Cum-
mings beipg present were invited to sit as
corresponding members. Commissions from
Richmond Bay West, and Cascumpec and
Tignish, were read and sustained, ap{»oint-
ing Messrs. Alex. McArthur and Robert
Har(y, as their representative elders. The
Rev. W. Ross, reported, that according to
the appointment of Presbytery, he had pro-
ceeded to the Free Church, Charlottctown,
for the purpose of moderating in a call, but
having found that such information was in
the possession of the congregation, as led
them to conclude, that the person whom
they had in view would not accept a ‘call
thongh presented, he decided not to procced
with the moderation. The Presbytery
agreed to sustain Mr. Ross’s action, and ex-
press their high sense of ‘the liberality dis-
played by the congregation, and sympath-
ize with them under the. circumstances.
The Rev. T. Cumming having been asked
to stata whether or not he was willing to
comply with the request of the Free Church
congregation, Charlottetown, stated that on
agccount, of arrangements already made, ho
was unable in the meantime to meet their
wishes. 'Tha following appointments were
then made for this congregation :—Tho
Rev. D. W. Caweron to preach there on
the 1st Salbeath of Oct., in the evening, the
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Rev. J. Allan, on the 3rd Sabbath of Oct.,
and the Rev. A.. Campbell, on the 2nd Sab-
bath of Nov., the two latter at both diets of
worship.

The Rev. A. McLean having requested
assistance at his communion, to be held on
the 1st Sabbath of October, it, was agreed
to request the Rev. A. Munro to assist him
on that occasion.

The Rev. T. Cummings submitted a
verbal report of his mission to Murray
Harbor. The Presbytery agreed to receive
the report, express their satisfaction with,
and tender him their thanks for his services.

The Clerk was instructed to apply to the
II. M. Board, for Mr. Hogp, probationer.

Adjourned to meet for Presbyterial visi-
tation, at Mount Stewart, on Tuesday the
29th October, at 11 o’clock, Mr. Allan to
preach, and at East St. Peter’s on the 30th
Oct. at the same hour, Mr. Falconer to

preach.  Arpx. FancoNse, Dby, Clerk.

Presbytery of Halifax,

The Presbytery of Halifax met in Wind-
sor on Wednesday, 9th inst,, and was con-
stituted by the moderator. Sederunt, Revs.
John L. Murdoch, William Forlong, Wm.
Maxwell, John McLeod, Donald McMillan,
Donald S. Gordon, moderater, Edward An-
nand, Edward McCurdy and John Forrest,
and Monson H. Gordge and John S. New-
comb, Esqgs., ruling elders. The minutes of
the last meeting were read and approved.
A report of a meeting of Rev. Mr. For-
long’s congregation held on the 22nd inst.,
was read as follows :—

“ ‘The Rev. Mr. Steele was_appointed to
the chair, after which the meeting was open-
ed with prayer. Dr. Dodge was then ap-
ed secretary. 'The following resolution was,
moved by G. L. Morton, Esq., and seconded’
by Wm. McKettrick, Esq.—

That the congregation is desirous that no
misapprehension of their feelings with re-
gard to theiv pastor, Rev. Mr. Forlong,
should arise from the expression contained
in the latter clause of a resolution previously

assed at a niicd meeting of the thiree Pres-

yterian congregations of Cornwallis, the
report of which appeared in the Witiess <.
the 7th of this month.

Resolved therefore, That while the cangre-
gation is of opinion that aunion with North
Cornwallis is highly desirable, in view of
the better sugport of ordinances among us,
provided such an union is entered into with
the single object of advancing the inferests
of Christianity ;—and whilst in order to
accomplish such an union, they assented to
their minister’s resignation of his charge, if
he should see fit, yet they feel it their duty

to express their warm attachment to the,

Rev. Mr. Forlong as their minister, and to
record their semse of his faithful labours

among them since he has been placed over
them in the Lord,—and their decp regret
that the financial state of this congregation
should necessitate such a step as that con-
templatea.

This resolution was spoken to by Burgess
Newcomb, Jno. S. Newcomb, G. 1. Morton,
Winh. McKettrick, and Geo. A. Blanchard,
all of wham expressed their warm attach-
ment to the Rev. Mr. Forlong, and their
deep regret that they were unable ta givean
adequate support to their minister. The
resolution was then passed unanimously;
aftor which the Rev. Mr. Forlong stated it
was his intention to tender his demission to
the Presbytery, to take effect next spring.
He deeply regretted to be obliged to take
this step, and spoke with evident emotion
of the prospect of a separation between him
and his Yeople, yet ho felt it necessary to
puraue this course for two reasons. Kirst,
from the small salary he received; and in
making this statement he did not wish to be
understood as complaining of their liberal-
ity, as he considered that his congregation
in proportion to its numbers and wealth,
gave as liberally to the support of their
minister as any in this Province. Secondly,
he hoped that after his demission a union
would be effected betwyeen the two congre
gations, North and South, and he urged
upon his people their duty to do all in thoir
power to promote such & union,

Ths following resolution was then moved
by John S. Newcomb, Es%, and seconded
by George A. Blanchard, Esq., and passed
unanimounsly :—

That this meeting having just heard the
statements made by their pastor, Rev. Mr.
Forlong, intimating his intention of tender-
ing his resignation of his charge, do hercby
express their deepest sympathy with him in
the prospect of an early dissolution of the
ﬁ]nstoml tie, and desire to convey to him and

is family an expression of their warmest
attachment, and their fervent prayer that
wherever in the providence of God his lot
may be cast, he may be abundantly blessed
in his person, family and labours.

Throughout the whole proceedings much
feeling was manifested by both minister
and people, evincing that though pastor and
people may in time to come, be widely scpa-
, rated, yet he will be ever remembered by
them with feelings of ardent affection.”

After the reading of this paper the Rev.
W. Forlong tendered to the Presbytery his
demission of the charge of the congregation
of South Cornwallisto take effect at the end
of the finaucial year, After mature delibera-
tion the following resolution was moved,
seconded, and unanimously agreed to, viz

That inasmuch as the Presbytery have
now before them a distinct statement of the
views of the congregation of South Corn-
wallis, embodied in 2 minute of a congre-
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gational meeting, now on tho table, in which
minute, while they record their warm at-
tachment to the person of their minister,
their high appreciation of his services, and
their deep regret at the prospect of his re-
moval from them, they at the same time ox-
ress their belief that in order to effect an
armonious union between the congregation
of North and South Cornwallis such an
cvent is unavoidable. Therefore the Pres-
bytery resolve to accept and hereby do ac-
cept the resignation now on the table, to
take cffect on 30th June next. ‘

While the Presbytery thus feel them-
selves shut up to accept Mr. Forlong’s resig-
nation, they cannot do so without récording
their gratification at the exhibition of thé
kindly fecling existing between pastor and
people, and their deep sense of the disin-
terested spirit manifested by their brother
in thus sacrificing his own feelings to secure
o union which all parties feel to be desirable.
—Nor can the Presbytery view the prospect
of being soon scparated from their brother
without expressing their appreciation of his
faithful and diligent lebours, and their
earnest prayer shat the Great Head of the
Church may guide his steps in the future.
In the meantime the Presbytery would
earnestly recommend both congregations to
do all in their power to pave the way fot
such a union as is now contemplated.”

In answer to an application from the con-
gregation of Bridgewater, Rev. Wm, Daff
was appointed to preach aud moderate in &
call in that place on Wednesday, 30th Oc-
tober at 11 o’clock, A. 31.

Rev. J. B. Logan having laid before the
Preshytery a certificate of his license by the
Presbytery of Paisley and Greenock, on
motion Mr. Logan was reccived as a Pro-
bationer of the Presbyterian Church of the
Lower Provinces, and the clerk instructed
to notify the Secretary of the H. M. Board
to that effect. The following supply was
then appointed, Rev. Mr Daff to preach in
Bridgewater on the 20th inst. Mr. Garvie
to preach in Cornwallis on the 3rd and 4th
Sabbath of October. Mr. Hogg to preach
in Poplar Grove Congregation the last twe
Sabbaths’s of Oct., and Mr. Nelson to
preachin Walton duyring the month of Oct.
and in Cornwallis during the month of Nov.
The next meeting of the Presbytery was
appointed to ‘'be held in' Poplar Grove
Church, Halifax, oo Wednesday 13th Nov.
at 11 o’clock 4. . )

J. McLeop, Pby. Clerk.

Presbytery of Pictou,

The Preshytery of Pictou met on the 8th
inst., in Primitive Church, New Glasgow,
and wag constitdted by the Rev, George
Patterson, moderator. Thore was a large

attendance of ministors and elders. The !

minutes of last meeting of Presbytery were
read and sustained.

Mr. James Daniel Murray being present.
intimated his acceptance of the call from
Antigonish congregation to him to be its
pastor, His trials for ordination were ro-
ceived and sustained. His ordination and
induction were appointed to take place on
Tuesday the 5th Nov. DMr. Patterson to
%reside and ordain, Mr. Watt to preach, Dr.

ayne to address the minister, and M.
Ross the people.

Mr. Samuel Guna, student, was examin-
cd and certified to the Divinity Hall. Mr.
Forbes reported that he had fulfilled his
appointment to Wine Harbor, and urged
upon the Presbytery the importance of sup-
plying that station. He also reported that,
being relieved by Mr. Grant from his ap-
pointment to Merigomish, he gave that day
to Isaac’s and Country Harbors. His report
was approved and his diligence commended.

Mr. Pitblado reported that he had ful-
filled his appointment to St. John’s Church,
Chatham, Miramichi, and handed the Pres-
bytery the following minute from the session
of that congregation.

*¢ Resolved, That the session, while still
adhering to its belicf that the use of instru~
mental music in public worship is not at
variance with the word of God, yet rvecog-
nise the duty of submission to the injunc-
tion of the supreme court, and pledges itself
to carry out the decision of Synod in the
way which it may deem most conducive to
the unity gud spiritual welfare of the con-
gregation.” )

His report was approved, his diligence
commended, and his expenses ordered to be
poid.  The clerk was instructed to write to
that session, enquiring whether it had yet
carried into practical effect the above reso-
Iation. :

Mr. Forbes was appointed to. preach in
Antigonish on the, third Sabbath of this
month, and to read the ordination edict,
and Mr, Howard Archibald to supply his
glace in Lochaber on that day. Mr. Archi-

ald was continued in Antigonish during
this month.

Mr. J. D. Marray was appointed to preach
in Wine Harbor on the third and fourth
Sabbaths -of .this month, and on the first
Sabbath of Novémber. .

The clerk was instructed to advertise
again “the Mackenzic Bursary,” and the
Revds. John Stewart, George, Walker and
David Roy were appointed a committee to
examige and cértify applicints, Mr. Stew-
art, convener: ’ '

The Presbytery then adjonrned to meed
in Autigonish Church on Tuesday, the 5th
of Noverber, at 11 o’clock, a.m., for ordi-
nation and ordinayy business. Concluded
with the benediction, .. .. ‘

Jouy MAcgInNoON, Clerk.
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“The Rev. GEorGE Roppick thank-
fully acknowledges the reccipt of a very
superior pulpit bible for the use of Hermon
churlli, Dalhousic mountain,—the gift of
three sisters, Jane, Mary and Agnes Rac,
Boston, Mass.”

eSO
Ghilven's Goruer,

Little Sarah C.

The subjoined lines are the tribute of
parental love to the memory of a dear and
onjy child. We have asked them for pub-
lication, and wish our little readers before
perusing them to know little Sarah’s charac-
ter, for though she died before she was nine
yearsof age, she had sucha character as leads
us tothink of and to understand the saying of
the blessed Jesus “ Suffer little children to
come unto me and forbid them not, for of
such i3 the kingdom of heaven.”

Dear little Sarah was the only child of
pious parents, and their affection for their
little daughter flowed in the proper channel.
Instead of being petted and spoiled she was
taught to obey, and very, very early, obed:-
ence became to her easy, natural and pleas-
ant. When she was only three or four
years of age her perents taught her Bible
stories, and when she was five years of age
she was deeply interested in the narratives
of the Old Testament and in the history
and character of Josus.

So soon as she could read, she read the
scriptares for herself with evident pleasare,
and though I am writing of & child who
died at the age of eight years and five
months, yet I know that prior to that time
she had shewn the following marks of trae
picty, and many others equally lovely and
decided. '

She loved the Bible—Often she read it.
Often she read it to an old lady of 80 years
of age (Mrs. B.) who was an inmate of her
father’s house. She loved to read Psalms
23rd, 103r< and 107th.

A Friend offered to make hear & book-
mark leaving her to choose the motto, “ Oh
she quickly replied if X choose X shall have
the four littlo words, Theso were  Thou

God seest me,” words which she often re-
peated.

She loved her Sabbath School—She went
with her father, and was taught by him,
and ho best knew her attention to the class
exercises. The closing exercises had also
their charm for little Sarah. The hymns
which Mr. R., taught the children at school
she sweetly sung at home. Such hymns
as “Rock of Ages cleft for me,” “ God is
Love,” Around the throne of God on high”
“X wish to be an angel,” were poured forth
with much sweetness in the silvery tones of
childhood.

: In closing the Sabbath School, Dr. H.,
one day dwelt on the words ¢ Follow peace
with all men and holiness, without which
no man,shall sece the Lord,” and advised
the children not only to think of it, but to
commit it to memory apd pray to God to
write it on their hearts. How many took
hig advice I do not know, but this I do
know, that little Sarah did, and ever after
repeated it, along with her evening prayor
to her mother.

She loved to be useful —She loved to shew
kindness to the aged friend referred to. She
divided with her the orange or the apple.
She read to her the Bible and the Pilgrim’s
Progress. She was reading the book last
named, the thivd time when taken ill. She
venturcd out to read the scriptures a few
times to others who might be lonely and
who might welcome such a kindness.
‘What an example for older followers of the
Lord Jesus! What an early worker! Out
of the mouth of this babe traly the Lord
ordains strength.

But her work was to besoon finished. Her
usual sprightliness failed her last July
twelve months. She became sick. On the
24th of that month she was about to leave
Halifax for the country. She shared with
the old lady her stock of swestics saying
“now Iam going away for a while and
mother and Lucy must fill my place Mrs,
B. till I come back.”

She roturned no more. Her welcome
footsteps and sweet voice were heard no
more in that dwelling. Her parents were
summoned to Middle Stewiacke to ses her
a9 she went down tho valley, but she went

b
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calmly, joyfully down like a little herione
to meet her Saviour Jesus, and to join the
ten thousand arqund His throme singing
GLorY, GLORY, GLORY. Shewentat her
Redecmer’s call on September 7th, 1866.
And why do I write theso things, First
that all who read these verses svhich were
penned by her loving father, may under-
stand that they are strictly true. Secondly
that all parents and Sabbath School teachers
may work, and work n faith, and work while
it is called to-day. “ The night cometh.”
And Thirdly that the little “children not
merely of Poplar Grove Church who knew
her, but of many other Sabbath Schools
in Nova Scotin, New Brunswick, Prince
Edward Island, Newfoundland and Bermu-
da may try and follow her example, in
loving their Bible, their Sahbath School,
there Saviour, their God ; and in trying to
be useful now while they are little children,
for God has said “ Them that honour me,
I will honour.” G.
Halifax, Oct. 20th.

“‘ NOT LOST BUT GONE BEFORE.”

We had alittle daughter

Of temper meek and mild,
And we loved her very dearly
She was our only child.

And many prayers wo offered

To God who reigns above,

That he would guide our darling

And guard her in his love. N

God heard our feeble breathings,
And blessed her day by dsy,
And taught her by his spirit

To love his word and way.

And thus with heavenly wisdom
Her iofant mind was stored,
And fruit to life cternal

This wisdom did afford.

She was tho light and sunshine

Of our dear and happy home,

And we trusted God would spare her
For many yearato come.

But soon our hopes were blasted,
And we from day to day

Beheld our loved one fading
Fast froro our sight away.

The conflict soon was ended,
And God who gave herbreath
Released her from her sufferings
And closed her oyes in death;

Wo laid her in her coflin,

And children gathered round
And kissed her marble forchead
Ero we bore her to theground.

Then in the village churchyard
We 1aid her to her rest;

In dust the body slumbers
The soul i3 with the blest.

Now free from pain and suffering
Bho lives to die no more,

For sickness pain and sorrow
Ne'er reach that blissful shore.

And in that beauteous country
. Where endless sunshine reigns,

Bhe lives with happy spirits

Amidst the heavenly plains.

Unites with saints and angels
In songs of praise toGod,

To Jesus who hath laved hor
And washed her in his blood.

0 God! who in thy wisdom

. Didst take from earth away,
From death and pain and sorrow
To realms of cudless day,

Our loved our only little one,
To thee wo breatho our prayer,
O God prepare us by thy grace
‘To meet our darling there !

, J.C

Halifax, 71h Sept., 1867,
mas oo
‘Work of American Board.

At the recent Annual Meeting of the
American Board of commissioners, the fol-
lowing statistics were submitted :—

SUMMARY.
Missions.
Ixumber Of MIS5I00Si coev vaeeermennncnnnanens 18
Stations, . .
“  Qut S!:st,lons
. Laborers employed
Number of Ordained stsiom\nes, (6
being Physicians,). .......
*  Physicians not ordained
¢ QOther Male Assistabts
¢ TFemnle Assistants.
Whole number of laborers sen

148
T

©  QOther Nativo HEIDOrs. . ... ..223-925
Whole mrmber of laborers connected with
tho MiSSiONS. caeevesereancassaevens s ——1262
The Press.
Pages printed, as far as reporfed........ 23,611,560
The Churches,

Number ofChnrchcs, (including all at the
lands,)
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o Teaint E"'(‘l“g;"’"‘;l -}D'f‘;"}'l"“l“ 1 Dbuted in fifteen different tongues; and, as a

0. ning an 1eological dHehools. . 0 1 0} -,
N o B‘% avding Scho% ial. Sehools. . 1 general rule, they are received with thank.

¢ Free Schools, (omitting those

at Hawaiian Islands). . 459
No. Pupils in ¥rec Schools {(omi
those at Hawaiian Islands). .. 12,561
No. Pupils in Training and Th
Schools..cvvueiiviennns 483
No. Pupils in Boarding School .. BOT
‘Whole number of Pupils...... ..ot ——13,62%

The reccipts and expenditures of the
Board were larger than in any previous
year. New fields are opening and old fields
expanding every day. Secven of the Board’s
Missionaries died during the year. Twenty
four new Missionaries were sent forth to
the various Stations of the Board. Eleven
new churches have been  organized,
twenty two native pastors settled, and the
force of native laborers enlarged from eight
hundred and fifteen to nine hundred and
twenty eight. The additions to the various
churches amount to 1,407—nearly a half
more than during the previous year. The
Hawaiian Christians build their own church-
es,support their native ministry, and their en-
tire educational system, with the exception
of a single female boarding school, and have
their own foreign mission to the Marquesas
Islands, besides co-operating with the Board
in its work im Micronesia. In Kastern
Turkey, one half of the entire expense of
carrying on the work in fifty-four villages
and cities connected with the Kharpoot
Station, aside from the salaries of the mis-
sionaries and the partial support of the
seminaries, is met by the native Christians.
In the Central and Western Turkey Mis-
sions a like spirit is being developed with
like happy results. A sclf-supporting
chureh, with its own native pastor, makes
a new era in the history of the Ceylon Mis-
sion. Three new boarding schools have
been esteblished the present year, nine single
Indics have been sent out. Two are to
engago in dircct missionary labor, going
from house to house, gathering women and
children about them as they can to tell them
the story of Christ. :

From almost sl sections of the vast ficld
occupied by the Board encouraging reports
are given.

The Bible at the Paris Bxhibition,

The most interesting sight to be seen at
the International Exhibition ut Paris is
surely that large octagon “Lkiosque’ for
Bible distribution, near the principal en-
trauce. Its great aim and designis to su{)-
ply the vast numbers of people whe daily
gather at the Exhibition with the pure Word
of God in their different languages. Nearly
one million Gospels and Scripture portions
have been issued from that place. Since the
apening of the Exhibition there have been
days in which no less than 3000 are distri-

fulness by the respective nations, The
work is particularly amongst the Jews,
Arabs, Spaniards; Italinns, Russians and
French. The holy and incorruptible sced
of the Word of life will thas be carried by
tho receivers of these precious little volumes
to every part of the world, and cternity
alone will reveal all the results; for the
promise is sure, that God’s word will not re-
turn unto’ him void. The Scripture por-
tions distributed cost at the rate of £2 10a.
for a thousand, so that any person can pug
twenty of .them into circulation for the sum
of a shilling.—F. C. Record.

Proeness 18 INpia.—The Bishop of
Madras, in his charge just published, re-
views the progress of Protestant Missions
in South India. During the past threo
years there has been an incrcase of 7243
members, making the whole number of
baptized Protestant Christians 55,945. In
addition to this number, there are 21,093
persons who have renounced idolatry, and
are under religious instruction preparatory
to baptism. This rapid increase of the
native pastorate is one of the most striking
sud most promising features in connection
with the native Church. A native Bish-
opric must come. There are forty native
clergymen.

New Siemrs 1x Inpia—Crowds of
Hindu young men are now flocking to the
colleges which have been opened in various
parts of Indin, and from them they go to
the Calcutta Upiversity. These crowds
are so great that the Vice Chancellor of the
Calcutta University says, he does not think
that anything of the kind-has been seen by
any European Universities since the middle
ages. It1is pleasing also to know that the
Bible is notshut out from these govern-
ment schools as much as it ased to be, and
that the instruction is more Christian than
it was. A missionary writes: A well-
educated mnative ministry is fast springing
up. Schools, which twenty years ago had
not been heard of, have risen into Colleges,
and Bachelors of Arts are now stndying
theology with a view to the ministry, where,
at that time, not asingle Christian pupil
could be found.”

TurgeY.—A remarkable work is going
onin Turkey. In the progress of a receny
revival at ono of the stations, & female mis-
sionary had a company of 150 present at
her mecting for women, and the samenum-
ber of boys and girls at a mecting for
children. To cleven churches, 54 were ad-
ded last year, making a total of 365. The
congregation nearly doubled, and there has
been a growth of intelligence and enterprise.
At an ordination of a native pastor in
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Eastern Twrkey, on a rainy day, and in the
open air, au audience of from 800 to 1,000
people were present the entire day. The
public services werexconducted wholly by
the native pastors, and, with great appro-

riateness. It was an occasion of great re-
Joicing with the people. In Central Turkey
the spiritual prospect never seemed so en-
couraging as at present. A nation of wild
mountaincers are clamoring for preachers,
teachers and schools, and they are willing
to help pay for them.

New ZraLaxp.—Bishop Williams says
that, though great numbers of the Maoris
have fallen away, ““it is & cheering fact that
there are twelve native clergymen suppor-
ted by the contributions of their flocks,
amounting to upward of £3000, who are
laboring with diligence and zeal to lead
their countrymen in the right path. The
present. is the sifting time of the Church, a
sifring which will be for its benefit.” The
Rev. Mr. Grace, who was with the late Mr.
Volkner when so cruelly put to death, and
who has becn itinerating among the Maoris,
was kindly reccived, and is very hopeful of
the future. He says: “I believe the na-
tives generally are preparing to come back.”

The Cross.

In olden days to be a Christian was to
render oneself linble to death upon the Cross.
In some puarts of the ‘world at this day,
Christ cannot be followed cxcept at the
visk of denth. Rev. Mr. Verbeck, of the
Reformed Church Mission to Japsn reports
in a recent letter that the chief obstacle now
existine 1o the spread of Christianity among
that awakened and interesting people, is
the imperial edict, that every one embracing
the Chrisnan religion shall be executed
upon & cross.  * When we, confessed mis-
sionaries of the Cross, settled down on the
outskirts of this town, we found it no casy
matter to get access to the people.  When
a few of them come to our house, and ven-
ture to inquire about our work and the
Bible, they )aid their hand upon their breast
as a sign of great secrecy, and to their
throat, as a sign ot danger. There area
few native Christiaus now, and we hope for
more; they are so now in secret, but can-
not reisain so when the number increases.”

Ho v *hankfual should we be for our priv-
Ieges in this land of light and liberty !

A Missionary Family.

A German paper states:—< There died
Jately in West Africa, Brother Dauble,
educated at Basle, and sent outby the Mis-
sionary Society of North Germany. His
brother, alsn & missionary, died last year in
Bengsl. A third missionary is preparing

for the missionary work in the institution
at Basle. Two sisters of the family are
married to migsionaries, a third sister is to
leave her country, and go to West Afiica.
The father of this devoted family has five
children more, and says the Saviour may
have more of them for the work if he will.
Why are there so few such families,

Five Points!

No people in the world are more acive
than the Wesleyans in spreading the Gospel,
or more liberal in giving of their means for
the support of ordinances.

“How do you contriva to raise such im-
mense sums_for your furcign missions 2’
was once sajd to a humble follower of John
Wesley. ¢ Oh, Sir,” was the reply, *“it is
the five points that do it all.” * And what
are the five points 9" The first is faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ; second, repentance
aunto life; third, gospel holiness; and the
fourth and the fifth are a penny a week and
sixpence in the quarter.”

We often hear them also appealing to
the principle of united and counstant ef-
fort!—* At it, all at it, always atit?”’
These are the lessons which our churches—
all our members and sdherents—have to
learn.

——

NOTICES, ACKNOWILEDGHE-
MENTS, &c.

MISSIONARIES WANTED.

The Board of Forcign Missions of the Pres-
byterian Church of the Lower Provinces,
having been authorized by Synod to engage
the services of one or more Missionaries to tge
New Hebrides, invite Ministers and Proba-
tioners to consider prayerfully the urgent call
for Evangelists in that dark and destitute
portion of the earth.

A;})lplications or letters of inquiry addressed
to the Sccretary will meet with immediate
sttention. y order of the Board,

P. G. McGREGOR, Sec’y B.F. M.

Halifax, Qct. 24th, 1866.

PAYMENTS FOR THE RECORD.

The Publisher acknowledges receipt of the
following snms:—
Rev. John Mortor, Bridgewater. .....
Mr. John Scoft, Charlottetown. ..
Rev. Wni. Stuar:, Prince Edward
Mr. R W. McKeen, Glace Bay.
Mr. R. W. Framo, Stewiacke... .
Mr. S. A. Creelman, do
Mr. David Fulton, i',ondnndorry
Mr. James McCallam, P. B L......... 5 58
Mr. D. B. Graham, Dorham..........18 50
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The Treaaurer acknowledges receipt of the
following sums:
HOME MISSIONS.

Mrs David Fraser, McLellan’s Brook..$2 00
Bequest of Miss Mary McEwan, West

River, P.E.I., per Miss Mary Hyde. .16 67
Sheriff Caldwell, West Cornwallia, per

Rev T. Cummmg ............. . 500
Anonyinous, per Rev A. Slmpson .....
Shubenncadle, Gay’s River and Lower

Stewiacke . ovunvreniiocaiiaaiaas 39 30
Bequest of late Dr Lewis Murray, Ma-og 0

TOREIGN MISSIONS.

Mrs David Fraser, McLellan’s Brook. .$4 00
Bequest of Miss Mar {McEwsan, West
River, P.E.L, per Mrs John Hyde..113 33
Anonymous, per Rev A. Simpson..... 050
Shubenacadie, Gay’s River and Lower
Stewiacke ... .veveiiiaiinnn ceee...2884
Bequest of late Dr Lewis Murmy 1}[&-40 ©
Collechon at Wawe)g, per Mr Morton 3 56
St. John's Church St. .

L) S U 60
A friend at Harvey, NB veees 1 02%
Mrs S.Johnson......ueenn eveenenn 2 50
The little Johnson be 18 e e s 025
Collechcn at Prince William.......... 6 37}

Fredericton...cooveernnn. 8 40

anxtlve Church, New Glasgow...... 10 00
Collection at Desxgnatxon of Rev J.
Morton, taken in Knox Church, New

GlaSEOW. e evvereinnnnaanne  aanes 27 65

SYNOD FUND.
Collechon at Florenceville........... $273

t. David's, St. John.. 14 62

ot St. Stephen’s............ 100

@ Calvin Church, St. John. 19 14

“« St.John" sChurch St.John21 00

f« Carleton, Dr Bairds...... 672

u ‘West Iuver, Pictou...... 672
EDUCATION.

Gay’s River, Shubenacadie and Lower
Stewiacke. .oeeeeeinninaran ceeees $10 22

CHINIQUY FUND.
s David Fraser, McLellan's Brook. .$2 00

SUPPLEMENTARY FUND.
Little Harbour Congregation.........85 00

WIDOWS' AND ORPHANS' FUND.

The Treasurer of the Presbyterian Ministers
Widows' and Orphans’ Fund, P.C.L.P., ac-
knowledges receipt of the followmg sums:—
Cullections at Strathalbyn, P. E I v (’iz :

s. d.
N. McDonald, Rose valley. 0 18 0
D. Nicholson' do 015

M. McDonald do 012 9
N. McLeod do .0 80
P. E. I, currency. ... £2 14 2=89 04

Rev. J. Mothn Albion Mines....... .20 38
Div'd, 6 mos. on Tnion Bank stock. . 116 30
Dmdend and Bonus, 6 mos. on Bank

of Nova Scotia stock. ..o veuens «e.-21 00
Rev. Murdoch Stewart, West Bay. .. 20 %5

Twelve mos. mt to 7th Sept. on $400.24 00
12th Oct. on $1600..60 00

Rev. Dr. McCulloch, Truro, .coeevene 20 0V
William Smith Fraser, Middle River...4 00
195 97

Amount previously acknowledged..7478 24

Total amount received to date..37674 21

HowArp PRIMROSE,
Treas. P.M.W. § O.F., P.C.L.P.
Pictou, 22nd Oct., 1867.

Mr. Robert Smith acknowledges the follow-
III‘Ig d.«mms for the Widows’ and Orphans'
fund :—

From Miss Abbe Dickson, Truro. .....
Per Hon: 8. Creelman:

$2 00

Upper Stewiacke cungregation....... 80 00
Spring Side do. ... 35 00
Middle Stewiack congregation, per Rev

Mr. Wylie .......... teseveransas .65 50

Officers of the Principal Boards, &c.

Board of Education~R. P. Grant, Esq.
Pictou, President; A. McKinlay, Esq., Hali i
fax, cho-Presxdent John BMcKinlay, Esq.,
Pictou, Secretary.

Commitiee on Supplements.—Rov. H. Bc-
Leod, D. D., Sydney, Chairman; Rev. T.
Sedgemck Tatamagouche Secreta

Committes on Col lpurtage.~Rev. ?' 1. Bax-
ter, Onslow, Convener.

Board of Foreign Missions—Rev.J. Stuart,
New Glasgow, Chairman; Rev. P. G. Me-
Gregor, Halifax, Secretary.

ommitiee on Statistics.—Rev. A.McKnight,
Convener.

Synud Treasurer, (Except Widow's Fund.)
—Rev. P. G. McGregor, Halifax.

Receiver of Goods for Bfissions.—Rey.
:I[: G. McGregor, Halifax; dfr. George Hattie,

ictou.

Trustees of Widows® Fund—Rev. J. Buyne,
DD., Convener; Rev. G. Patterson, Green-
Hill, Secretary; Howard Primrose, Esq., Pic-
tou, Treasurer.

Board of Superintendence of Theological

Hall —A. Lorrest, Esq., M. D., Halifax, Chair-
man; Rev. P. G. McGregor, Hahfax:, Sec' My

Board of Homc Missions. — Rev.

Rnight, Dartmouth, Chairman; Rev. P. G.
McGregor, Halifax, Sccretarv.
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Single copies, 60 cents (3s.) each. Any one
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le copy for two years.
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For every len copies or cred to one adZress
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