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SATURDAY, Mareh 16.

At 2 o’clock p. m. the Speaker took the
chair of the house, and the gentleman Usher of
the Black Rod shortly afterwards announced
His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor’s
command for the attendance of the house in
the Council Chamber.

The members having attended in obedience
to this command His Excellency ownsned the
session with the following

SPEECH :

Mr. President, and Honorable Gentlemen of the
Legislative Council:

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Ilouse of
Assembly:

In meeting you at a most important epech
in the affairs of British North America, it af-
fords me much pleasure to be able to congra-
tulate you on the continued peace and prospe-
rity of the Province during the past year.

‘While thess colopies have been subjected to
the threats of lawless men, our Province has
been exempted from any attack, and altheugh
our loeal forces nobly responded to the call
which was made upon them in the early part
of the year to arm for the purposes of defence,
happily no necessity occurred to requirs their
services to repel an invader,

The exigencies of the Province of New
Brunswick rendering it necessary for a time
to withdraw a large portion of Her Majosty’s
Troops from this Garrison for the protection
of that Colony, it was with the utmost satis-
faction that I was enabled to fill their places
for Garrison duty by portions of the Halifax
Volunteer and Militia Artillery and the Vol-
unteor Battalion, and to mark how well that
service was performed. The readiness and
good disciplive of the officers and men who
were then employed, show how much has
been effected by the efforts made during the
last few years to place our local forces in a
proper condition, and how much we can de-
pend upon them in the) hour of need.

Mr, Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of
Assembly :

The Public Accounts will be submitted to
you without delay, and will exhibit the finan-
ces of the coeuntry in a state of unprecedented
prosperity. Large as was the revenue of the
previous year, the accounts will shew the gra-
tifying fact that it has been greatly exceeded
by that of 1866. The Estimates for the present
year will also be laid before you.

Mr. President, and Henorable Gentlemen of the
Legislative Council :

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of
Assembly :

I have to express my regrat that the Govern-
ment of the United States have adhered to their
policy of last year, obstructing that Trade
which under the Reciprocity Treaty was so
beneficial to their own country as well as to

.this Provirce. I have, however, to state that

the abrogation of the Treaty has been much
less prejudicial to us than was anticipated, and
in some respects has been productive ot good,
by uniting more closely the interests and the
Trade of this and the other North American
Colonies.

In accordance with a Resolution of the
Legislature passed last session, the Commis-
sion of the Paris Exhibition was organized,
and by the labors of the gentlemen comprising
this Board, a large number of valuable arti-
cles, exhibiting the varied resources of the
Province, have been collectsA and sent for-
ward to Paris; and it is contidently expsected
that the results of this exhibition will be of
material advantage to the best interests of the
Prevince.

Owing to financial difficulties in the Money
Marketlof Great Britain last year, no progress
was made in the construction of the ‘Windsor
and Annapolis Railway ; but it affords me much
pleasure 1o state that by a rew coatract made
under the provisions of the law relating there-
to, this important work has been now placed
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in the hands of competent pariies, with every
prospect of satisfactory accomplishment.
Great pragress has been made in the construc-
tion of the Pictou Railroad, a portion of which
has been already opened for the accomruoda-
tion of the public, and it is fully anticipated
that it will be completed a“ the iime men-
tioned in the contract.

The papera and reports of the Joint Commis-
sion to Brazil and the West Indies will be laid
before you, and it is hoped much gocd will re-
sult from the efforts thus made to extend the
commearce of the British Xorth American Col-
onies with those portionsof the globe.

It is gratifying to me to advert to the great
progress made in the important cause of Educa-
tion under recent enactments.

I rejoice to be able to congratulate you upon
the success which has attended the Delegation
sent 1\/bglme under your authority to confer with
Her Majesty’s Government on the Union of the
Colonics. The papers relating to this import-
agt subject will be immediately laid before you.
In the firm conviction that the Union of Cana-
da, New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia, upon the
terms provided in the Bill submitted by Her Ma-
jesty’s Goverzment (o the Imperial Parliament,
will largely increasc the prosperity of all these
Provinces, and contribute to the strength and
stability of thesc British Institutions which it is
their good fortune to emjoy, I commend to your
consideration such changes and amendments in
our existing laws as may be found necessary.

BILL PRO FORMA.

Mg. KAULBACK asked leave to introduce a
bill entitled an act to amend the Laws relating
to patents.for usetul inventious.

ANSWER TO THE SPEECH.

Mr. BOURINOT said :—Mr, Speaker, I Lold in
my hand the reply to the speech of His Ex-
cellency, which has besn entrusted to me and
I must here express my regret that some one
hetter qualified for the task of making this mo-
tion has not been selected. I desireto makea
few observations on some of the points referr-
ed to in His Excellency’s address, and I shall
do so0 in the order in which they appear. Be-
fore proceeding further, however, 1 cannos help:
observing, and in this particular mauny of those
who hear me will coinclde in my remark, that
I was much pleased to observe the presenca of
His Excellency Vice Admiral Bir James
Hope at the opening of the Legislature., It is’
ah unusual circumstance for the Admiral in
commatd on this station to be present, and I
cannot help referring to it. In addition to this
remark ‘I must express my regret thas Sir
James Hopeis abous to leave our shores. He
will leave bebind him many pleacing rominis-
cenges of the period of his comwand,

The moss: important topic contained in the
speech was that embodied in the last claunse,
but to that I will not referat this stage of my
remarks, Kirst of all our attention has been
called tothe fact that we have great cause for
gratitude and rejoieing on accounts of the pros-
perity which this country has enjoyed, especi-
ally in view of ths devastations which war
has inflicted npon some of the countries of Eu-
rope, In the second portion of the addrass a

well deserved tribute is paid to the volunteer

forces of the provinces. It wiil bo well re-
membered tha: during 1ast sessicn we wers
much alarmed at tho threatenead invasion, awd
that the moment an appeal was mude to ths
noble men cotuporing the military foree of the
country, they respordad with the utimost alx-
crity and hastened to fill un the positions va-
eated by the trogps who wers deapatched o
the frontier. This couduct way deserving ol
the highest praire, and 1 only wish I possessed
the eloquence of the leader of the government,
that I might uso in connection with tiis sub-
ject such language a3 would be worthy of the
oecasion, and us the country would ba pleased
to hear. T would observe also thut the same
alacrity was evinced in every.pars of the pro-
vince, shewing that when an emergency ar-
rives we shall {ind our 50,000 miliija men
realdy to delend their couvtry from the inva-
ders, Not one of themn I beliove will shrink
from the duty that may then be imposed upon
bim. It is gratifying in us £o know that in
two or three years our Militin Forco hias mads
such improvements in orgauization. It istrue
that much remains to be done, but we may
rest assured that in o short time a stato of
thorough efticiency will be attained.

The next clause of the address refors to tha
public revenue,and in connectionwith that X ap
gratified to be able to say, and it will be agree-
able to those who Leay e to learn that the
balance in the hands of the Financial Secre-
tary at the end of the last financial year, after
paying all demands againstthe treasury,shews
a largo surplus. I must now refer to the ab-
rogation of the reciprocity treaty and its effect
upon our commercial prosperity. We all know
that the country has felt that abrogation to a
considerable extent, more especially in the
high duties which bave been imposed upon
our principal exports. In relation to this sab-
ject I may say that I am of opinion that bye-
and-bye the old system will berevived, and in
this view I am supported by many persons of
experience. Since thy abrogation of the treaty
this country has prospered to a degree that
was not at all anticipated, and there is cns
circumstance in connection with it to which 1
would especially refer: namely, the migsion to
Brazil and the West Indies; the report on
which is in our hands. That report contains
valuable statistics shewing new channels into,
which our commerce can’ profitably be turned.
In Upper Canada alone there is a consumption
of 200,000 or 300,000 tons of coal. Why cannot

Gt nlay

| that market be supplied by Pictou or Cape

Breton?

Then tiersis the otver topic of the Paris
Exhibition Commission. 1 was glad to find
that the commissioners had bestowed so much
attention upon their duties,and believe that at
the IExhibition we will appear to great advan-
tage, taking a place second only to Canhada
emong the B. American colonies, Ourcolumn
of coal and our specimens of gold wonld alone
make us prominent in any exhibition. There
is one circumstance in connection with this
topic wiuch rather puzzles ine. I am curious
to know why the commissioners selected
Louisburg as & place to Le represented by a
painting at the exhibition. Was it to romind
the French that there they had sustained a de-
foat, or was it shew the present nakedness
and desolation of theold city? I'hecontrast iy
great between the present and past condition
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«f that place, and if Dy, Honeyman should
veint to the picture ard say, * Louisburg once
belonged to you,” the answer would be, “ but
it is not now what it was in old times,
as cau be tezn by its ruinovs and forsaken
condition.” I have Ytefore now told the
house, and Mr. Fleming’s report corrobor-
ates my siatement, that Louisburg is the
port nearest to Enrops on this continent, and
T truss the thne will ccme when it will hava
Jie advaninges of railway communication. Iis
harbour is aceessible at all seasons of the yoar,
it was the old capital under the French rule,
it was for o long timo Rthe rendezvous for the
PrenchiWest Indies, Loulsiana and Quebec
mercactila tleet, and I'am convineed that it

in no very distant day be a city
e¢n second to Halifax, if {o any
British America. It i8 one of those

in
nlaces which under Confederation will recaive

» large measure of attention, and I may eay
hera that one of the reasons why I supported
that moasure was that under the Nova Scotia
(tovernment Cape Breton never received am-
plo justice;—under Confederation wo will be
treated a3 an important integral part of the
nationality.

Tho raiiwasy question Las received some
attention; and nsto the Annapolis Railway, I
suprose our friends from the westward will
speak eloquently on the subject. Iam glad to
{ind that the promises held out in relation to
that work are being fulfilled, nctwithstanding
the fears which existed to the contrary. As
regards the Pictou line, I had the pleasure of
travelling over it from West River, and I must
say that the section opered is an admirable
ore. I hope that the next time I come here
I shall be ablo to travel over it from Pictou.
When I bad the honour of addressing the
iiouse formerly on this question, I mentioned
that the benefits to be conferred by the line on
the Cape Breton Counties would be by keep-
ing up the communication by a line of steam-
ars by Mabcu or St. Peter's Causl to Sydney.
T am still of that opinion, ard learn it is in-
tended, when the railway is completed, to es-
tablish such aline

The next point referred to is the subject of
Edneation. You are eware that I never gave
a very Liearty support to the present educa-
tional meagure, but I am happy to inform the
house that in the county which I represent the
Act is working well, and I believe that in the
lapse of time the system will be found to im-
prove more and more. The greatest difficulty
in conpection with the system is the want of 2
good stafl’ of educators.” This want, however,
will be supplied bye-and-bye. I have now
come to tlie 1most important question of
all, and it is onc that has been for some time
engros<ing the attention of the houss and of
the country,—1 allude to the question of Con-
federation. Iu the remonstrance which Mr,
Howe and his friends recently address-
ed to the Colonial Secretary, they did me
the honor fo refer to a speech made by me in
1863, and brought a charge for incensistency
against me, for having in 1866 supported the
resolution for Union. It is somewhat strange
that such a charge should emanate from Mr.
Howe, who has been so inconsistent on this

great question. He is a gentleman from
whose high abilities I will not detract, but he
ought to know well that a politician is some-

tirnes called upon to change his views in an
age of progress like this. Butif I was.opento
the charge of inconsistency it. was in opposing
Confederation in 1863, for in 1861, in course of
an addreas to the house, I took occasion to
male these observations:—

“And I may aid that a Union of the Colonies
thould have formed the chief festure of the session.
Jt has already tecome ths great question of ‘the day,
and one which now ocoupies the thoughts of every
statesman who looks forward to 1he future greatness
of Britieh North America, for by it alone can wae
claim ravk among the favoured nations of the earth.”
And agein: ¢ Linked with it is the often proposed
great Intercolorial Kailway, which X sball always
advocate. By all thess nnw neglected measures can
wo become prosperous. An imperishable name, one
that will never die, will the stateeman gain who ma-
tures and renders them acceptable to these pro-
vinces.” . .

These were the sentiments expressed by me
six years ago, and therefore I say that if. there
wag any inconsistency on fmy part it was in
opposing Confederation at all. The reasons for
my opposition tothe Quobec scheme are known
1o many of my friends, and as I have stated
thera at large to the house, I need not refer to
them again, excepting to say that I support
the measure from conviction, My mind was
not influenced by any freak of a moment,
or by any desire for office. It is well known
that I have mever held offica, and that I
do rot desire any either under the general or
local government. In the opinion of some
gentlemen every man does wrong who does
not strictly conform to their views; but I can
fully justify the course I have taken. When
I came to the session last year there were
many conflicting reasons operating in my mind
and I was not fully determined as to whether
I should support or oppose Union. In tho first
place I found on reading attentively that the
opinions of the most inteiligent men in Kog-
land were favourable to Confederation; thenI
saw that the organs of the various religious
denominations were likewise favorable, and
that the p oposition bad received the support
of the leading men of every political creed.—
Everywhere evidence was to be found that the
wish of the Imperial Government was to see
Union consummated; then came the Fenian
excitement, and the abrogation of the Recipro-
ty Treaty; and, at length, when our own terri-
tory was menaced, 1 feit that the moment had
arrived when a true and patriotic lover of his
countryv shonld decide. I then came to the re-
solation that T should support Confederation,
in order that we mighs be preparcd to mset the .
emergencies which waére spproaching. I gave
the proposition my support, however, with the
understanding that the Quebec scheme should
undergo modification, and I am pleased to ob-
gerve that there is a great improvement in the
Bill, which is likely to become the law of the
land. The Quebec Scheme gave us 10 mem-
bers in the Senate, but the bill gives us 12,
which will be & much larger representatioh in
proportion to our population than Canada,
has. With regard to the amount of reve.
nue to he placed at the disposal of the local

legislature, under the Quebec schéie we¢
were to have had about $260,000 based "

on the census of 1861, but under the Bill the -
allowance will be increased until the popula-

! tion reackes 400,000. Altogether, iucluding tha

special grant the local subsidy will be increased
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about $120000 more than the Quabhsec
schems would have given us for local pur-
poses. There are othor important modifica-
tions but to these I shall not refer at the pre-
rent tihe. The bill which has bean introduc-
ed into the Imperial Parliament has received
the sypport of our late respected Governor,
the Marquis of Normanby, of Earl Russell, of
Mr. Watkin, and of the foremost men of the
mother country, and who are its opponents?
The principal opponents are Mr. Bright and
Mr. Ayrton, whose epposition is founded on
the expense that will be caused by colonial
defence, and on the indiposition which they
foel to support the guarantee for the Interco-
lonial Railway.

I have the honor to represent the largest
constituency in the province, with the excep-
tion of Halifax, (for Picton, which follows Ha-
lifax in population, is divided), and I feel it
cratifying to be able to say that I never pre-
sented a petition against Confederation, and
that no public meetings against it have basn
held in the county. It istruel received a do-
cument signed by a few persons, whom I high,
ly easteem, shortly after tha division had taken
place, aaking that I should oppose the measure,
and I will frankly say that even had I r-ceived
it befors the division my action would
not have been different, for I feel that
I represent the whole of Nova Scotia,
and must regard the interests of all
its people, rather than the wishes of the
few individuals to whom I refer. In looking
at the prospects of the Confederation
which is to be, I feel that we have all the ele-
ments of greatness within us We have a ter-
ritory larger then that of the United States,
we have a supply of those minevals upon
which the might and prosperity of England
have so long rested, we have gold, we have
our figheries and our timber and the agricul-
taral capabilizies of Canada which is only se-
cond among grain producing countries of this
continent, aud i8 one of the granaries
of the world. Then there is our mer-
cantile marine, the third or fourth in the world,
and I feel that the time will corae when we
will stand among the very first on the list.
Some of tho subjects to which I have referred
are of such importance that I could not refrain
from these observations and I will now con-
clude by moving the following reply to HRis
Excellency’s address:—

REPLY TO ADDRESS:
May it please Your Excellency,—

1, We thank Your Excellency for the spesch
with which you have been pleased to opeu the
present session, and we are much gratified
that your Excellency can again congratulate
us upon the continued peace and prosperity of
this Province.

2. We are much pleased to learn that the
manner in which the loyal population of this
Colony responded to the call made upon them
for_the defence of our country, and the zeal
and ability with which they discharged the du-
ties required of them, were such as to carnthe
warm commendation of your Excellency.

3. It affords us much pleasure to find that ihe
revenue has increased, and we will give our
best attention to the public accounts whon
laid befere us.

4, We are glad to know that the interruption

of the trade of this Province, caused by the ab-
rogation of the Reciprecity Treaty, has been
largely compeunsated by the increased impetus
given to commercial intercourse with the other
Provinces. .

5. We learn with much satisfaction that the
difficulties in conneotion with the prosecution
of the Windsor and Aunapolis Railway have
been overcoms, and that the extension of the
Railway to Pictou has been vigorously prosre-
cuted.

6. We trust the efforis madse to represent the
resources of Nova Scotia, at the International
Exhibition about to be held at Paris will be
productive of much good to the Province.

7. We reciprocate the hope that the joint
missions to Brazil and the Wess Indies will
result in the extension of cominerce between
ti:0se places and British North America.

8. It is very gratifying to know that great
progress is been made in the Education of all
classas of the people.

9. Wa havs learned with deep satisfaction
that the efforts to effect a satisfactory Union
of the British North American Colonies have
been so successful, and entertain no doubt
that the best interests of all these Provinces
will be greatly enhanced, and that their con-
nection with the Crown and the Parent State
will be thereby permanently secured.

Mr. CHURCHILL:—I rise to second the reply
to the Address ¢f the Lieutenant-Governor,
and I do so with feelings of pleasure. I feel
gratified at the fact that the Windsor and An-
napolig Railwa% is under progress, and tha
Pietou line will be carried to early completion,
for I feel that will wipe out the reproach so
long resting upon us thas we had two pieces
of Railway beginning nowhere and ending no-
whera, In these facts I especially rejoice.

Mr.STEWART CAMPBELL:—I rise to ask that
the usual courtesy be shewn in reference to
the reply to the Address, an:l to request that
it be allowed to lie on the table until Monday.
It may be convenient for the governmeutto
know, and it is but candid in me to inform
them, that it iy our intenticn to move an
amendment to the Address. in referencs to the
subject of Confederation. In that amendment
wo desire solemnly to afiirm the right of the
people of this country to be heard on a measure
involving so largely their best interests.

Hon. Prov. SECY.:—I need hardly say that
the usual courze will be adopted and that tho
Address will be allowed to lio over for the
consideration of gentlemen opposite. I am
glad that the hon. member has frankiy stated
his intention to move an amendment, and I
will await with the utmost coufidence the
decision 'of what I belicve will be the over-
whelming majority of the Houae upon this
monzt momentous question.

The Address was laid on the table until
Monday.

The !:ousc adjourned to Monday at 3 o’clock.

UNION OF THE PROVINCES.

MONDAY, March 18.
The House mot at 3 o’cloek,
The adjourned debate on the Auswer to the
Address was resumed and all tha clauses ex-
cepting the l1ast were adopted.




Mr. 8. CAMPBELL said :—Tn accordance with
the intimation given by me on a previous day
—on the first occasion when I had an oppor-
tunity of doing 89, I now prucred to move an
amendment to the last clanze of the Address
in answer to His Excellency’s Speech, and I
will at ones read the paragraph which I pro-
pose to substitute.

Wao regret thal we are n.zble to perceiva any
grounds;whereon to reciprocate youd Excellency’s
congratulation upon the assurned succers of the De-
lrgation, commissioned by your Excellency under
the resolution of this House to ronfer with iler Ma-
jesty’s Government on the sut joot of the Urion of
the Colenies,

On behalf of the fres peup'e of Nuva fcotia wo
weuld respectfully submit that in relatioa to that
question the preeent is in our opinion a most impcert-
»nt orisis in the nistery of this Provines, and impera-
tively demands the exersis: of the wisest dircreticn
in the administration of its public affaire. Thus firm-
Jy imprez=sed, wa deem it to be onr daiy o couvey to
your ki celiency our solemn protest agzainst the
action of the Delegatas referrad to, ard most dis.
tinctly to claim and demand. en behalt of Nova Sco-
tia, that ro euch measure as that proposed rhould
have any operation in this Province until it hss been
deliberiately reviewed by its Legislature, nnd sanc-
tinned by the people at the polls,

Mr. Speaker, it is with no ordinary faelings
that I view my position in regard to the tonic
of to-day. Gladly would I exchange the pro-
minenty in which I bave been placed for one
of less respansibility, one calling upon me in a
wore subordinats capacity to advocate the
principles which I nin prepared to avow.
Truly would I have rejoiced if the occasion
which has rondered my selection necossary
hiad not arigen—if in short there had not been
1he necessity for presenting to the house the
views of the people of this country as we con-
ceive them to exis® But althnugh on person-
al greunds I wounld bave preferred the substi-
tution of another state of thingy, yet being
placed in such a position, and feeling called
upon as I am for action in this matter, I do
not hesitate to apnroach this subject a3 a mem-
herofafreelegislaturcrepresentingafree people
In answer to His Excellency’s Spacch, I feel
that we aro called on to say that wa cannot
reciprocate the language in which it is couch-
cd,—weo cannot see that thereis any ground
for congratulating ourselves upon the success
of a measure in which the people have no
sympathy or concurrence. In ranszcking the
pages of history it is exceadingly difficuls to
ﬁu'a acaze parellel to this. Thoro are records
of wreng, and spoliation, and injustice, in com-
paratively medern timoes, but wa must go
back, very far back indeed to find an instancs
such as that which calls for this amondment.
It is ttue we need only go back o hundred
years to find an unbhanpy state of things sub-
sisting between the mother country and her
colenies on this side of the water,and we know
the results of the disaffzction then induced by
arbitrary ensctments affecting the intearity of
the Empire as it then existed, but I can find
no record of rejoicing in such @ conditinn as
thatin which wo are placed until I extead my
retrospect and revert to a history of a tyrant,
Emperor though hie may be called, who fid-
dled while Romoe was burning. In that case
alone can I find a similarity of circumstances
and a paralleled contempt and disregard of na-
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tionsl feeling. The delezation referred to in
the Address was constituted urdera resolution
of this Legislatnrs at its last session, which
reads as follows:

Resolved, That his Kxcellanoy the Lieut. Governor
ba authorized to appoint delegates to arrangs with
the Iroperial Governmenta schems of uuicn which
will effeotually ensurs just provision for the rights
aud interests ef this Province; each Province to have
an equal voice in such delegation, Upper and Lower

Canada being for this purpose considered as sepurate
Provinces.

That delegation wascommistioned as I under-
stand it to arrange with the Imparial Govarn-
ment a schome of union, but was it even con-
templated by the people or the heuse that that
delegation was empowered 0 bs parties to an
Impertal act of Parliament, an arbitrary act?
I am convinced that no such idea could have
entered into the winds of gentlemen around
these benches. Did we, the Parliament of No-
va Scotia entrusted with and empowered to
decide on the weal or woe ef our country, and
charged with the protection of the interests of
the people, part with a right so deeply affect-
ing their welfaro as this Union will? “No, sir.
I conceive then that this delegation has ex-
ceeded its authority, and that the commission
under which they probably acted was not au-
thorised by this resolution. We had delegates_
in connection with this suhject on a previous
occasion, and the resolutiou under which they
were appointed was similar in its terms to
this, but was it supposed that ths delegatos
sont 1o Charlottetown and Quebec were em-
powered to do anything but prepare o scheme
to be submitted for the ratification of this
bause? Not by auy means, and therefore
when these gentlemen went across the water
and became parties to an imperial act, when «
they were engagad in the lobby of the British
Parliament promoting thas act, they exceeded
the authority conferred uper thom by this
honse and by their commission. In that view.
I think that the action of the delegation is such
as the house and the peop'e shonld not sustain.
This is a matter which shonld have been
brought back here and suabjected to the consi-
deration of the legislature. But they have
consumamated the actas far as it was in their
power to do 50, and undar what sircamstances
have their proceedings transpired? It is well
konown that the peopie of this country in every
section petitioned by thousands praying that
tho schems shounld not receive any consum-
mation at the hands of the Imperial Govern-
ment untit it had been snbmitted
to them at the polls, buthow have these peti-
tions been treated? Have we heard that they
have even been read or even presented, in or-
der that the wishes of the country should be
known? Then this bill, framed by the dele-
gates, under an anthority which they assumed
bus had not, was {ntroduced into the House of
Lnrds, a body composed, I think, of between
300 and 400 mambers, and how was it there re-
ceived when presented for consideration? Of
the huundreds of members, there could not be
found one to witness its formal presentation
one rouund dozen, and that important bill,
toucking the wights, the property and persons
of our people for all iima to come, was not
even read. It wasread by its title only, and .
tho important details it embodied never
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reached the ears or the hearts of the members
composing that brauch of the Impérial Legis-
lature. Ir passed the House of Lords with
more facility than a bill imposing a tax on
dogs would have done. It was hurried through
in indecent and disgraceful baste, and sent to
1he House of Commons. How was it received
there? Icaonotimagine how it should have
wmet with any other reception than it did when
I read the observations of members of that
house—obhservations which must bave pro-
ceeded from information coming from a guar-
ter from which sounder information should
have been supplied. It was there stated by
vrominent membsars that this matter had been
hefore the people just previous to the last elec-
tion; that the Premier had gone to every hust-
ings,*snd at every polling booth in the Pro-
vints had preacbed on the question of Union.
[t was on-information such as that that the
enlightened House of Commons proceeded
and I need Bcarcely ask members whether
that information was true or false. Isthere a
member of this house or a man in the country
who will venture to say that previous to the
lag: election—at the time wken the canvass
wae taking place—this question was presented
to the people, or that on any hustings it was
even mentioned. And if vot, I care not
whether it had beea at any previous time. In
the course of my professional training I have
learned this principle: that the last will which
» man makes ig that which must be recogniz-
ed. Whatever his previous dispasitions .may
have been, they are cauncclled a:d annulled by
bis subsequent wishes. When, therefore, at
the last elestion, the matter was altoge:her
ignored I am rightin saying that it was not
before the pecple, and that they did not then
express their views upon it. Bat let me be
more particular. I have in my hand a copy of
the London Zimes, an authority which will be
especially acceptable to members of govern-
ment, aud it contains the debato on this ques-
tion. This report contains 8o many amusing
pieces of misinfarmation that I must trouble
the house with a few extracts. Mr. Watkins
who, for many good reasons, but none of them
referable to the interests of Nova Scotia, took
a deep interest in the procéedings and action of
the delegation is reported to ‘have said in re-
ference to this Province: “There was a gene-
ral election in 1863, and the Prime Minister
went throagh the country preaching this Con-
federation of the provinees. It “was brought
under the notice of the electors a° every poll-
ing booth, and at every.Liustings th» issue was
distinctly raised ” I am willing to' give the
leader of the government credit for great ver-
satality of tdlent, but [ uever knew that he had
the qualifications of a preacher, unless it
be true which I do not nsgert, that a great sin-
ner is likely to be most successful in convert-
ing men from sinr, If I read on furtber it
would be satill more apparent that the Parlia=
ment of Englaud has heen grossly deceived at
a time when thore were present about them
men who ought to have taken cara that the
suhjoct skould be looked into most earefully.
I find also that the'debate embodied the idea
that this measnre was a treaty of peace be-
tween these Provinces. I am rather disposed
to view it as s declaration of war—war on the
rights, the feelings, the interests and the liber-
ties of the people of this country. Those gen-

‘the name.

tlemen who, since the last session, have visit-
ed their constitueucies wust bs well satisfied
of that oppesition for no man with open eyes
and ears could have travelled through the ru-
ral districts without seeing and hearing that
the measure wa3i obnoxious to the feelings of
the people. . If it were a measure good instead
of bad,if it had merits instsad of demerits
withont number, I conceive that the prople
who are to he affected by its operation shounld
be heard upon it in a constitutional manner at
tho poils, and until they are so beard you may
pass this Act of Parliament, calling it an Im-
perial Act if you will, bu: it will be a blank
piece of paper uuntil the hearts and sympathies
of the prople rally round it to give it effect.
By the amendwent which I have submitted we
ask to obtain for the people thejliberty to speak
on the subject, and why shnuld they not speak.
According to the constitution of this house
the day is not far distant when under auy cir-
cumstances the Honze would be dissolved,—
its existence can last but for a few weeks and
why this haste? I must say that we bave
approached a crisis of a mementous character
in our history. This Province until a recent
period was a loyal and happy Coloay, having
every reason to be loyal, every reason to be
happy until this unfortunate and unhappy
measurs was bronght in and cast among us.
Shall I be teld that loyalty exists now
in the sama richness among us as it ence and
recently did? Mr. Speaker, I strenuously
apposed the measure last Session on the groand
that the course about to be taken would en-
danger the allegiauce and nudermine the loyal-
ty of the psople and since that time I have
seen that that result is but too probable. We
are told by wmembers of the Imperial Parlia-
ment that it is desirable we should be separat-
ed from the British Empire and farther we are
told that it is not alone for the interests of
Nova Scotia that the scheme has been projec-
ted—that there are reasous making it desira-
blo that we shonld be comnected with a large
country. To secure Canada frem foreign in-
vasion the right of Nova Scotians are to be in-
terfored with and trampled upon I conpeive
that Nova Scotia haa at least a8 just a claim
to the proteetion of England as Canada. Nova
Scotia has been fraly loyal, and in every hour
of danger she had exhibited a disposition to
the uttermost extent of her resources to stand
by and maintain the honor and integrity of the
]lf"mpire. I conceive that the transactions of -
the past few months are exhibiting a poor re-
tarn for that loyalty and that allegiance. The
loyalty which I desire to se¢ is the loyalty of
the heart, not the loyalty pampered and fed
and fattened by the coutents of the treasury
The loyalty of the heart,springing from just and
honorable motives—that is the loyalty which
18 desirable, and anything else is unworthy of
In this amendment we beg to ap-
proach His Excelloncy with tha respectable
submigsion that this is & most important crisis
in our history. Tho men who best know the
country feel this as they tvavel through its
Igngﬂ) and breadth. Pass this act without re-
forenca to the people whoso rights are to be..
affected, and do you wmake thom its friends? -
Do you not rather create in them feelings pre-,
cisely the reverse? Do you not make them
enemies and disloyal? Those who are in op-
position have heen donounced as disloyal, but
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that reproach can hardly come from men who
by their conduct have brought about thisstate
of feelings. The men who are open to the
charge are those who are forcing it on the
country. have sald that the country was:
peaceable, loyal and hagpy before,—if it is not.
80 now it is because of this measure, ard for no.
other reason whatever. The amendment sug-!
gests a solemn g_rotest against the action of:
the delegation. Fer the reasons I have men-
tioned, I think the house should concurin that
protest. - The delegates have exceeded their
anthority: they were delegates from the house
for the purpose of preparing a schems, not for
converting that scheme into an Act of Parlia-:
ment, while we had within our own borders a
legislature with a right to exercise its own
judgment, and one that has never done aught:
to induce sn abridgement of its rights., I
need hardly repeat that I desire to see the:
schems of Union submitted to the peopls. |
That is the view that. I have always main-
tained and expressed; and I should view!:
with . sorrow rs&ther than with anger,;
the adoption of any other course for I believe:
that any other course wonld endan{;er the hap- |
piness, the loyalty, and the best interests.of
our people. It is not my intention now to
press.upon the Houss any. other view than the
necessity which exists for preserving this Pro-
vinee in 4 pezcefal ahd bappy coxdition, and 1
~ think it s ou boundéu duty to-adopt' the
course. which: L bave utged. ‘I wish before de-
taininﬁlt.he House furiher, to hear reasons
why that coursv should not, bs pursued. I
ask those gentlemen who staud in the positions
of guardians of the public libertics why. they
are not prepared to submit the moasure fo the
people?  Why this haste? Whatig the press-
1ng necessity? The' more the subject 18 dis-
cussed, the more 'averse are the people to its
featires. 'During the past stinmer the feeling
was comparatively mild and wmoderate to what
ivis to-day, and the reason was that in the
trustfulness of their hearts the psople never
- could have supposed that a measure so seri-
ously to affect thom would have reached the
point it has’without their voice being heard in
a constitational manner. But the aw'Yul note
has lately sounded in their ears teiling them
thdt thefr fato is approaching, that  heir con-
stitution is about to be a'thingof the ast, that
their liberties- are to-be abridged fo ver, and
they now feel exaited if ot enraged. It that
be their feeling they have just cause for it.
Meu in. .whom.they trusted — men: who held
their .positions’ and ate their bread by the
breath of the people—these were the men who
stoor] hetween therri' apd their liberties and
sought 'to cut off their freedom forever.
it is a painfal thimg  to -receive " an
injury: a: the hands of afriend —it is a galls
ing thing_ to 1ecélve the:blow of -ingra-
titade, ‘and that s the Btate of feelingexisting
in.the breasis of the people of this. country.
They are indignant that the meun whom they
Qlev:,tﬁes,l to power for othier and noble purpo-
&ds, shonld “tave boon the instrumerts of the
annihilation of their freedom. What shonld
be the' feelings of 4 representative? There
should be somé regard: for tho feelings of the
hen who sent him here and élevated bim to
80 honarable a position, and if any among us
should - disregard thesa feelings, the day

capnot be distant when - their consciencen

will be grievously disturbed. I trust nono
of these individuals will suffer from the re-
morse which auch considerations will induce;
for wy part I shall have the satisfaction of
having in a humble way asserted the rights of
the people on this question. I think that the
friends of England and tle friends. of Nova
Scotia should require aud zcquiesce in no oth-
er course then that which 1 have advocated,
for he is no friend to thiscountry and an eneniy
to England who would force this measure on
the necks and hearts of an unwilling people

Mr. PRYOR, hear, hear.

Mr. S. CaAMPBELL continued :—The hon. gen-
tleman says hear! hear! I wish he would hear
and act in conformity with tke views I ex-
presged.  What placed bhim in. tho position he
occupies? It was the voice of the people of this
city of tho wmetropolis, and for what? T9 des-
troy the rights and sacrifice their Mbertiea?
No, nat for that, and when he next appeals to
kis constituents for thsir sufirages if ever he
ventnres to do so; I hope they will tell' him so.
He was placed lhiere to preserve the the consti-
tution' of -the ceuutiry and to perpetuate its
loyalty, and I hope he will be told in a . voice
of thungder that he is one of those wko.have
forfeitad  the pledges which begave. I :trust
that géntlemen will carefully consider this
améndmsnt, they will seo that it containg, no
tdea that it 18 not founded in justice and tinth,
and is in all regpects entitled to theirconcure-
enee and support. o :

) " Specch of Mr. Eillam.

Mr. Kicrawm :~]I risa for the purpose :of
scconding ‘the amendment which bays just been
moved by.the houn. member for- Guyshoro,
wit: whose rewarks I fully agree. Itis well
known in this.bouse. that 1..do not make anv
pretentions to the eloguenecas-of- other gentle-
men, but the views I eniertain on this question
are the result. of deap conviction. I may not
b2 ably to exprresthese views as I would wish,
but Ifeel them very strongly. -The hon. gen-
tleman has. reierred o “the -reeent delegation
and the manner in which the -authority: given
by this house hzs been excceded, but he hardly
went, deep. enough into that matter in my opi.
nion. e must rccollect that when the Pro
vincial Secretary was pressiog’ his'reeolution
upon the Louse, lasi session, he referred some
years back for the purpose of strengthening his
argument. . He gtated that the leaders of the
political ‘pastica.in this Legislature had moved
resolutions in iaxour of +his scheme of Union.
but did ke ever hear ot.n single resolution that
bad not coupled wish it the eondition :that the
question would be referved biek to the Legie-
lature, and that mesns tbe people. Mr., John-
ston, Mr. Young, Mr. Howe were all quoted
i illusiration of his argument, but can he ag-
sert that thie question was ever treated by them
in & practioal point of view, The bop. gentle~
man has in Eagland quoted these . gentlemen. as
the advooates of this sclicme aad tried $o- take
the public men of - that couniry believe-that the
people.of Nova Scotis-are in-favourof a Union
of these provinces. with . Canada. - These dele~

.1es, were to go:and se if they could agree on

\£QUe. TIRARIES that would suit Vlh.e -members of
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tais Legislature better than tie Quebec scheme,
There has never been any measure of Union
submitted to this houce for its deliberation. In-
stead of bringing back what they agreed on they
have put their hands to an Act «of Parliawent.
Wae are hereafter to be bpand by & paper con-
stitution which has never been suhmitted to us
for our considerztion. No more important
question than this was ever before the people of
this couniry. If this bill is passed we are de-
prived of the power of hereafter legislating for
ourselvee., We shal! certainly have a voice in
the General Parliament, but that the people
don’t want at all. Nothing can reconcile the
people to the menner in which this measure is
being forced upon them. They might have
submitted to an Act of Union, if the British
Parliament and people had declared that it was
positively necessary for Tmperial purposes, but
that htas not been the case. It appears by the
papers that Iler Maijesty’s Ministers have all
the time been under the delurion that in pro-
moting the measure they are pleasing the peo=
ple of Nova Scotia—a delusion created and fos-
tered by the delegates. It is not difficult to
understand the motives that have prompted the
delegates to take the course they have. Theee
politicians wish to put themselves out of the
power of the people—to obtain place and emo-
iument without the wishes of the people being
at all consulted. The public men of New
Brunswick dissolved the legislature when they
returned from Quebec, and the people returned
a large wajority opposed to Union with Canada.
Another election subsequently took placs, and
the pzople, for some reason or other, reversed
the verdict they had given previously. So the
the people of New Brunswick have been ape
pesled to twice on this question, whilst the pec-
ple of Nova Scotia have not been consulted
even once. Thoe course pursued by these gen-
tlemen is, as far as I know, unprecedented in
the history of legisletion, Even Napoleon did
better than they have done. I look upon this
Act of Parliament, if it is passed, ag destroying
the colonial system

If British colooies anywhere find that their
rights and privilegos can be transferr:d at any
time to another country against the:r wishes—
to some other people with vhom they can have
no sym; athy—they will feel that their s=curity
and prosperity rest upon avery insecure basis.
Tre p ople of Nova Scotia are not the only
ones oppoged to that meesura ; for we have rea.
geu to beli-ve tbat a |1 rge number of the Lower
(‘anadians entertain similar views. Nearly one
half of tbe pcople of New Bruunswick are ep-
posed to the measure. We koow bow faw peo-
ple it takes to turn th-scales in an election. It
is quite true that measures often pas the Le-
gislature which are vcry objectionable to the
people, but they know that the time will come
when they wlil be able to express their opinions
on these obnexious m asures, and have them
repealed. Now, however, you are to fasten a
measure upon them which will fetter them for
all time—hand them over to Canada for ever.
I agree with the hon. member for Guysboro’,

that this scheme states a fatal blow at the con-
nection between these colonies and the mother
country. Nova Scotia hasalways hitherto been
considered a loyal province. I foel as loyal as
any person in this house; I have not been
ready to bow down to the authority of every
person, bus I pay respect {o the laws and the go-
vernment under which I live. T have British
feelings in my breast, I feel proud to see Eng-
land great and prosperous, but a measure of this
kind mus$ create discontent among the whole
population of this province. The majority in
this hcuse who decide against the people as<
sume a very grave tesponsibility — Many of
them will regret it deeply if they sct contrary
to the sentiments of the people. We are too
near a gre:t country to be trifled with in 2 mat-
ter of this kind. Let no one attempt to make
the peopie believe that tha Dritish government
would barter away their rights unfairly. Let
genilemen congider, therefore, the great re«
sponsibility that rests upon them in the present
important emergency, and decide wisely before
it is too late.

Speech of Eon. Prov. Secretary.

Dr. Tuprzer replied as follows:—I feel by no
means disposed to find fault with the mode and
temper in which this subject has been approach-
ed. No doubt the hon. mover of the amend-
ment, in confining himself mainly to the cons
stitutional point which he has raised, felt that
the peculiar circumstances under which the
House meets—the very advanced ppriod of the
session and the necessity of dealing immediately
with certain porticns of the public business
which will not admit of postponement—induced
him to limit his remarks to the range he has
done, The hon. member who has seconded the
resolution, with that dee regard to the public
time which he has always shown, felt also that
this was not an occseion when a great ceal of
debateable matter should be opened up. Iin-
tend to follow the example of these hon gentle-
men, and shall as succinctly as possible deal
with the constitational point that has been rais-
ed, without going into any lengthy observations
on the great subject which is brought under the
consideration of the House.

It would have been perhaps too much to ¢x-
pect that the hon, members opposite who en-
tertain very strong opinions on this-question
should net havo availed themselves of the pre-
sent opportunity of putting npon record their
views and opinions in reference to the Address.
As one of the advisers of His Excellency I
would have been glad, had it been possible, ifa
different course bad been pursued and no deba-
teable issue had been raised on the Address.
That course on the present occasion seems to
have been impossible, and I must frankly =ad-
mit that I was fully prepsred for an amend-
ment from the hen. gentlemen. I may say
with a great deal of pride and pleasure that I
feel I can approach this question under cir-
cumstances upon which I may congratulate
the govérnment, the Legislature, and the
country. As far as I am individually
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concerned, I need bardly tell the bouse that
from the first hour I felt it necessary as a public
man to give my earnest consid-ration to public
matters—{rom the flrst hour I felt it due to the
people, the management ot whose affairs I had
underiaken, to express my opinion on public
ques‘ions—I have never hesitated openly, st all
times and everywhere, fo avow my deep and
sattled conviction that in a union of British
North Awmerica lay the only great future for
any portion of these provinces. True to these
principles, whether in power or in opposition,
to the best of my ability I advocated and sus-
tained. these views,—I pledged myself to my
countrymen, at all times and under all circum-
stances, that whatever power and influence
they might place in my handr, I would feel bound
to use tor the purpese of advancing the inter-
ests, elevating the character and promoting the
security of our common country, by a union of
British North America. Believing as I do that
not ounly the most marked prosperity would
bave followed, but that the only security and
guarantee for the continued possession of Bri-
tish principles in any portion o' British North
Amefica, was involved in that great question, I
have never hesitated to declare my opinion that
it would bave been wise on the part of Nova
Scotia to have catered into that union under the
terme propounded by the Quebec scheme.—
There were many gentlem:n around me, how-
ever—many for whom I entertain great re.
spect—who felt that better terms should be ob=
tained for the Maritime Provinces than were
contained in that scheme. To-day I stand
in the proud position of being able to claim con-
fidently the support of gentlemen who were un-
able to give it to me before because whilst their
geneml principles were in favour of Union they

id not consider that thescheme ot Union devis -
ed at Quebec gave to these provincesall thead-
vantages and consideration to which they are
entitled. The position, therefore, that we oc-~
cupy on this question is one of no little pride
for we are able to say that we have not only ob-
tained everything which was granted at Que-
bec, but that very important concessions have
been made in the arrangements that are now
being consummated, and thet all these altera-
lions are most favorable to the interests of these
Maritime Provinces. - The narrow range taken
by those gentlemen who have opened up this
question precludes me from dwelling on thid
particular feature of it, but an occasion will of-
fer itgelf later for discussing the echeme in all
its biaricgs Then gentlemen in this house
will have ample opportunity to place before the
legislature and country an expression of tkeir
opinion on this great question. It will be there-
fore only necessary that Ishould briefly call the
attention of the house to the position that this
question now assumes, and deal with the con~
stitutional point wtich has been raised by gen-
tlemen on the opposite side.

I need not remind the House that no men
can pretend that this is one of the ccecasions on
which a great surprise is attempted. No man
can contend that this question of a Union of

British North America is not ote to which the
public mind and considecation of ail classes of
the intelligent people of this country have not
been again and again turned, until it has be-
come perfectly familiar to all. I need not go
into any lengthy review of circumstances that
took place on this question, but twenty-five years
sgo the whole subject, in sll its bearings, was
placed in the report of Lord Durham before the
people of British America end of the whole Bri-
tish Empire, and attracted an amount of atten-
tion that few other great public measures
ever received. We might claim the proud dis—
tinction that this question - has been examined
and discussed within these walls with an acu-
men and ability that did the greatest honor to
gentlemen on both sides. Ifthere was a sec-
tion of British America ready to come to the
consideration of this question and pass upon it
intelligently, it was the Province of Nova Sco-
tia, familiarized as the people have been with it
in ull ite aspects. So far as I am personally
concernzd I have never hesitated to express my
sentiments whether as a member of the Govern~
ment or Opposition. Whea opposed to the ad-
ministration of the day in 1860 I was invited
to deliver a lecture at the Mechanics’ Institute
of 8t. John, and I was permitted the privil-
ege of choosing the subjeet upon which I would
address them. I took that occasion to proclaim
not only to the people of my own provioce
but of British North America, that all the pow~
er and influence that I might ever obtain should
be exerted to accomplish and consummate the

eat scheme of British American Union which
g:d been so ably discussed in previous days. I
returned from the neighbouring province, and
what was the fiest thing that met me? Some
gentlemen opposite who perhaps felt ‘that the
culogiums which that address had received
might make me a little giddy, immediately
declared that after there was no-
thing novel in these sentiments, that
they were borrowed from my political
opponents, and that the gentleman then at
their head, Mr Howe, was one of the origina-
tors—as I have never denied he was—
of this great scheme of Union. I felt
there was no originality in my- views,
that all I had endeavored to do was fo give
favor and substance to the question—to pledge
myself as a public man, devoted to the service
of the country, to promote the consummation of
this great scheme. I came back to this city,
and at one of the lur?:t assemblages that -1
have ever addressed, I repeated these senti-
ments and pledged myself, in the face of my
country, that, it entrusted with power by the
people of thie Province, I would use that power
as energetically as I was able for the accom-
plishment of this great project. I went up, then,
into the neighbouring counties of Hants and
Kings, and Colchester. and there proclaimed
plainly to the people of this country my senti-
ments on the same great question; I did so by
public invitation, and delivered these sentiments
amid the united plaudits of men of all shades of
politics. Everywhere 1 was proud to find that
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this great scheme which I was advocating was
received a8 an open question, upon which all
political parties could co-operate. After I had
thus re-opened this question, the leader of the
government to which I was cpposed, recommit~
ted himself to the principles of British Colonial
Union, by moving a series cf resolutions on the
subject. These resolutions originating with the
government, of which he was the leader, broad-
ly stated that so manifold and so great were the
advantages that would result from union, that
tbe government asked for power from this
House to have a conference for the purpose of
taking it up and placing it in a position so that
it might receive the solemn ratification of the
Legislature of this country. Consistent with
the views I had always entertained, I gave my
earnest cc-operation to the government on this
question, and a similar course was pursued by
every Conservative sitting on the benches with
me. The Lieutenant Governor was requested
to appeal to the British Parliament on this ques-
tion. Mr. Howe having received the authority
from the Imperial Government imwmediately,
under his own hand, urged upon Canada and
the other British North American Colonies the
importance of dealing with the question. Ina
statesmanlike spirit he pointed out to them that
there was only one mode in which this question
could be dealt with—that the only true consti-
tutional course was mot to refer it to the
people at the polls, but to the Legisla-
ture. I challenge the gentlemen oppo-
site, instead of indulging in mere empty de=
clamation addressed not to members inside this
House but to uninformed persons outside—to
point out a single authority here or elsewhere,
in this province or in the mother country whence
we obtained our system of government, that has
ever propounded such a principle as the resolu-
tion lays down ; and when they are able to do
so, I shall be prepared to extend to this
amendment an amount of consideration that
I feel now 1t is not entitled to. In Mr. Howe’s
letter, under his own hand, he says there is only
one way of dealing with the matter—that there
should be a conference of the different pro-
vinces to arrange a scheme of Union—but there
is not one word said about submittirg the ques-
tion to the people, but on the contrary, he propos-
ed thatitshould be disposed of by the legislature.
Mr. Howe, sustained by &ll his colleagues in
the government, claimed for the Legislature of
this country the right of dealing with this ques-
tion—a principle which the hon. member for
Yarmouth has himself justacknowledged as the
corrcct one, though it conflicts with the position
he has taken in seconding the present amend-
raent. ‘That hon. gentleman said that he was
imbued with a love for British principles. He
was one of the earliest and strongest advceates
of colonial responsibility, and true to his prin-
ciples what has heo to-day told you? “The
Legislature represents the people.” "That is the
reason when Mr. Young led that side of the
House—when jMr. Howe led the government
of the Liberal party,—when Mr. Johnston, on

this side, led the Conservative tarty, each and
all, recognizing the fact that we enjoyed
responsible government in all ‘is completeness,
on every occasion when this question came up,
maintained the indisputable rizht of the Legia-
lature to deal with this question. When Mr.
Howe and Mr. Killam were demunding that
the people should have the principle of respon-
sible government extended to them, they affirm-
ed the responsibility of the Ministry to the
people—that the Ministry should have the peo-
ple’s representatives to sustain them, snd that
whilst they had that support, they were quali
fied to discharge all the duties of legislation in
such a manner as they thought was consistent
with the interests of the country.

The hon. member (Mr. Killam) has referred
to Napoleon, and given us the only precedent
that these gentiemen can addiace in support of
their position. The hon. member for Guys-
boro’, a gentleman of legal attaiaments—wko
has sat in the chair you, sir, now cccupy,—who
has, therefore, hell the higheat constitutional
position in this Legislature, was obliged to si"
down without baving been able, from the whole
range of constitutional history, to bring forward
a single example in sapport of his course. The
hon. member for Yarmouth, who has himself a
pretty wide acquaintance with the constitu-
tional system we enjoy, did at last find a pre-
cedent; but was it under the constitutional
principles which it is our pride and glory to
have received from EnglanS? Did he find it
in Great Britain or ia any portion of hsr cole-~
nial empire? No; but he had to travel to des~
potic France, where the universal popular fran-
chise had placed the country under the heel of
the most iron despotism that ever existed. All
the public men in this house, Liberal or Conser-
vative, have placed on recérd their deliber-
ate sentiment that the Legislature of the coun-
try is the place where this question should be
discussed and decided. But thatis not all. The
Duke of Newcastle was appealed to, and what
did he reply ? You have only to go to the jour-
nals and you will find him endcrsing the same
principles. Mr. Cardwell was subsequently ap-
pealed to, and you see that gentleman himself
taking the same view of the question, and de-
claring the right of the Legislature to ceal with
it. The present Marquis of Normanby, réflect-
ing the views of the government of the day as
he does now his own, embodied in a state
paper his opinion that the Legislature is the
proper place to d: al with the matter.

It was stated that if the British Government
had only proper information on this question—
if that dark cloud which prevented them from
sceing the real facts of the case was only blown
away, they would sustain the views ot gentle-
men opposite. Well all that has been done ; I
bold in my hand the statement of the late Colo-
nial Secretary. the Earl of Carnsrvon, who sub-
mitted this question with great ability to the
House of Lords. But first let me ask when
these gentlemen were advocating- responsible
government in this country, what did they tell
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us they wera going to give us? The institu~
tions of Republican America? No. The des~
potism of France? No. They said that they
iotended giving us Responsible Government,
the British system of government, so that the
people of this country might be governed in
precisely the same manner that the peeple of
the British Islands are governed Who are the
bast interpreters of the British system? When
gentlemen raise an issue upon constitutional
practice, they should sustain their course by re-
ference to the authorities of that country from
which we take our system. Now this whole
question was put fully before the statesmen and
people of England by a gentleman second in
ability to none in this country — who is one of
those who can alwost make the worse appear
the better reason—who can put his views before
t"¢ public in the most conclusive manner that it
is possible to place them. Now when this gen-
tlemen tad exhausted months in enunciating
his views, before the statesmen of the mother
country, what did Lord Carnarvon say after full
consideration of the whole question? Lord
Carnarvon said:—

¢ Then the noble lord has founded an argument on
the franchise of Nova Scotia, but really if this House
is to go into all the intricacies and detaiis of colonial
government there can be ro end to the matter. Such
a oourse would bave the effect of raisiug questions on
every olause of the bill. The House has simply to as.
certain who are the constituted authoritics of Nova
Scotis, whom we: are bound to listen to and whose
opinion we are bound to accept. Now, what have
they said? In 1831 the then Parliament of Nova
Scotia prssed a resolutiou in favour of confedssation
in general terms. In 1863 that Parlinment was dis-
solved ond a fresh Parliament was elected and is in
oxistence atthe present moment. Well, it was only
in April last that that Parliament came to a distinct
resolution in favour of confederation—a resolution as
distinot as words coudd exprees it. That resolution
empowered certain gentlemen to proceed on their be-
half to ¥ngland to negotiate with her Majesty’s Gov-
ernment. These sccredited envoys were accordingly
sent and the terms have been negotiated and embo-
died in this maasure, Itappears to me that it is not
gsompetent for us to look behind that vote of the No-
va Scotia Parliament, and to inquire what other par-
ties may be in the colony and under what circum-
stances the colonial local authorities and legislatores
were eleoted. If responsible government means any-
thing, it means this—that you not onl¥ give to a co-
lony free institutions and enable the inhabitants to
elect their own Parliament, but you also undertake,
in matters of oolonial policy, to deal only with that
colony throngh the legally constituted authorities.
An{ogltgez;,vlew of the case would lead us to endless

This is the opinion of a gentleman to whom the
whole press, irrespective of party, has awarded
unqualified praise for the able and perspicuous
manner in which he dealt with this question.
In fact, we have the opinion of the statesmen
snd press of all parties in England in support of
the principle—that our Legislature has the au-
thority of legislating on a!l matters touching
the constitution for this country save where it
conflicts with Imperial intereets. I confess I
feel movtified when we enjoyed the great prin-
ciples-of responsible government—when these
principles had been worked out o as to reflect
the highest creditupon all parties—when Nova
Scotia had advanced to that position of intelli-
genee that she could be entrusted with the me-

nagement of her own affairs; I felt mortified, I

say, to see the very men who had laid claims to
having given us this constitutional system,going
to the foot of the Throne and attempting to
prove, as far as all the evidence they could ga-
ther would prove, that this province was unfit
for the government she enjoys—that we were in
that condition of corruption and ignorance that
the Parliament of the country could not be
trusted to discharge those legislative duties
which had been entrusted to them under our
constitutional system. If these petitions had
any effect—if the British Government had ac-
cepted such statements as true, they would have
been greatly misled, and would have estimated
the character, education, and intelligence of this
country at a very low atandard indeed. We
can point with pride to evidence that under the
institutions we have enjoyed the people have
chosen the best men they have as their represen-
tatives, whose acts may challenge the closest
scrutiny of the mother country and of the world.
If it had been shown that the action of the Le-
gislature had been unworthy of the confidence
of Parliament and Government of England,then
we would have occupied a position that would
indeed be most humiliating to us all. But we
have another construction of this resolution bee
sides iLord Carnarvon’s. Here is the deciara~
tien not of the late Colonial Secretary only but
the Queen’s Speech, in which the United Cabi-
net of England give expression to their senti-
ments :—*‘ Regolutions in favor of a more inti-
mate union of the provinces of Canada, Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick have been passed
by their several Legislatures, and delegates duly
authorized and representing all classes of colonial
party and opinion have concurred in the condi-
tions upon which such a union may be effacted
in accordance with their wishes. A bill will be
submitted to you which by tha consolidation of
colonial interests and resources will give
strength to the sovereign Provinces as members
of the same empire, and animated by feelings of
loyalty to the same sovereign.”” I have given
you the suthority of the leading men of this
country — of the Colonial Minister, of
the British Miuistry —and in addition
you have the authority of the Houses
of Peers and Commons of Great Britain.
Let detraction assail that parliamenpt as it may,
the hon. member may endeavour to throw
odium upon it, but there is not a freeman
through the length and breadth of the British
Empire who can fail to admire and respect the
body which, amid the convulsions that have
shaken nations from centre to circumference,
has maintained the proud pre-sminence of Eng-
land. It does not become a colonial public
man, at a time when the Parliament of Great

Britain is - attracting the edmiration of the
civilized world — when it is the great
object of other nations to assimilate

their institutions as nearly as possible to
those of the mother country, to attempt to
cast obloquy upon such a body. Butthey re-
quire no defence at my hands; the proud posi-
tion that they occupy—the eminent character of
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the statesmen who are called upon to discharge
tke functions of legislation in that country need
no eulogium from me. It is with pride that Iam
able to state that having eat in the one House
and stood in the other, I listened to the dis-
cussions on this great question, and not ouly the
constitutional points which are at issue, butthe
true character of this union were clearlyand ably
propounded by the Parliament and statesmen of
Great Britain. Having had both sides of
this question before them they were able to ren-
der such a verdict as they never gave before on
a great public measure. We are able to stand
here and claim that the friends of Union were
sustained by the friends of Diitish institutions
everywhere—that they have had the support and
co operation of the friends of the colonial em-
pire in the Parllament of England; and what
do you find to-day ? In the * Morning Chroni-
cle”—the organ of the gentlemen opposite—
the debate on the question has been given in
full, a8 I am happy t. eee, and what
do you find in the ioris aed Commons?
You find this striking fact to which I wish to
call the attention of gentlemen opposite who
have said that this Union would weaken the
copnection with the Crown, that the states-
men of Great Britain, witiout regard to party,
Liberal and Conservative, Whig and Tory,
united in one common acclaim that the colo-
nies would not only be rendered more prosper-
ous, butthat the ties that now bind tham to the
Empire would be strenzthencd. The very few
members who could be induced by gentlemen
opposite to reflect their sen:iments did so on the
ground that the coloniea were a burthen, snd
that the sooner they were got rid of the better.
These are the vicws of Mr. Bright who com-
plained that if this Union was aecomplished the
result would be to burthen the Empire with the
defence of these provinces and what position did
Mr. Ayrton take? Ile wouid not commit himself
so far as to oppose Union, but what he com-
plained of was that millions of British woney
were to be exnended in conneciion with a great
highway between this province and Canada.
Thus we find the British Government, and all
statesmen who value the colonies as one of the
great sources of the importance and influence
of Great Britain among nations arrayed in sup-
port of colonial Union, whilst in opposition to
to this great scheme we find only the men who
wish to get rid of the colonies altoget:er.

I must for & single instant call the attention
of gentlemen opposite to the fact that they are
bound by their own recorded votes in 1864 to
vote against this resolution. I had the honour
to move in the session of that year a resclution
anthorizing a couference to make a much more
radical change than it is now intecded to make
in our constitution. It proposed a scheme of
Union that would have merged our local insti
tutions altogether—the Parliament and capital
would have been transferred to anotlhicr plzce.
When I moved that resolution to appoint dele~
gates for a Conference to bring about such a re-
gult, was there a man to raise an objection that
as it would change the constitution, there should

be an appeal to the people. Where were the
gentlemen who now raise these objections when
I declared that this House had the power to do
what I have said ? There was no one then to
raise an objection to such & course. They bound
themselves to the constitutional principle that
this Parlisment had the undoubted power, and
right to change the constitution of the country
without an appeal to the people at the polls.
But I can give them another illustration how
lately it i3 that they have discovered this new
constitutional doctrine—that it is not constitu-
tional for the peoples’ representatives, here in
Parliament assembled, to discharge what they
believe to be a solemn duty to the country.
Can it be possible that these genilemen have
forgotten that in 1863, just before an appeal to
the people, the Government of the day
brought forward one of the most radical
changes, a change in the constitution which, I
have no hesitation in saying, would revolution-
ized England it propounded there ts-motrow.
This measure was to strike down one-third of
the electoral body who were about to go to the
polls. When we, on this side of the House,
urged specific grounds that it bad already beou
proved that the entire mgjority which they had
obtained at the last general election had been
subsequently lcst at the poils, that they were
only nominally the government, and that there-
fore they ouglt not to propose so radical a
change before going to the people, we heard no
such pathetic specchea from gentlemen opposite
a3 we have ad to-day, istended to have effect
in the back settlements of the country ? What
had the hon. member for Guysborough
then to gay in favour of the people who
were go ruthlessly to be deprived of their pri-
vileges. He stood here then onc of the
most violent and declamatory supporters of
tho Government, declaring that they would
carry this measure, that they had the consti-
tational right to do so. Then he backed up
his leader, Mr. Howe, who had put on record
tho most uncquivocal testimony of the views
of himself and the Liberal party on this
question. It will bo-remembered ¢ hat some
26,000 electors, rather taken aback at this
attempt to change the election law, appealed
to tho Lieutenant Governor asking for a dis-
golution of the Legislature, and what was the
answer? That the petitioners had a right to be
heard? That such coustitutional changes
must bo preceded by an appeal to the people?
No! I hold in my hand the declaration of
the leader of ths Government stating that it
was the undoubted right of “Parliament to
pass 2 law in defiance of tho people. Yet the
rontlemen who voted in support of such de-
clarations are here to-day to express a mock
sympathy which the people will never give
them credit for. Mr Howe said:—“I am not
one of those who shrink from the performance
of a duty. I have never yet backed down
through outside pressure, or waived my
sense of right because of popular influence.”
He goes on to say:—"The hon. gentleman
complained that no answer was ever re-
turned to the petitions for a dissolution. Had
they been sent through the Provincial Secre-
tary, the proper official channel of communi-
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cation betwsen the pzople and the Lieutenant
Governor, no doubt they would have received
an_ auswer; bhut they spursned a different
course—the petitions were sent by a deputa-
tion, and handed in through a spokesman to
His Excellency.” These g3ntle'ren, it ap-
pears, considered that it was asufficient reasoun
to treat the petition of 26,000 electors of this
Province with profound contempt because they
did not come through the Provincial Secretary.
Suppose, now, we gay to these same gentleman
that if they had sent in thelr petitious through
the proper channel there would have been a
disgolution long ago. (Laughter.) Bu$ they
have never cundescended to bring there docu-
ments under our notice, and I think I know
tho reason why, they did not send them throngh
the Provincial Secrotary’s Office.

T was surpiised at the coatempt with which
the hon. memner asserted that this measure
was actually being passed in Parliament
withont these potitions having ever been read
All [ can say is that I sat in rhe House of
Connmens the night before 1ieit Englaud, and,
an to thas time, theso petitiens ad nover even
heen secn. Ithink when T put this and that
togethar I may be able to venture a pretty
zood calonlation why they had rot been seen,
and why they had not come through the Pro-
vincial Secretary’s office. We know that all
that men could do was done, by appealsinthe
press and by public lectures and a paid organi-
zation, to excite and stir up disapproval that
never existed and does not exist now. Yet
despite all the exertions thai wero made for
many months, they could not get10,000 pet.tion-
ors to put their names on this tabte, When I
know this fact—that afler years of excitement
and misrepresentation they were unable to get
anything but o responss of so feeble a charac-
ter—I can uanderstaud why these 30,000 peti-
tloners were not subjected to the scrutinizing
eye of the Provincial Secretary orof any other
person who would be able to verify whether
there was any substance in these petitions or
not. The reason why the Parliament of Eng-
land had not sesn these petitions down to the
hour of tke second reading of the bill in Com-
mons, was probably that they wore of a charac-
ter that would have excluded them from being
presented. I give this to the hon. gentloman
opposite as the excuse why these petitions
have not been presented, although that apology
is not demanded at my hands.

But I mus$ continne my quotarions from the
constitutional maxims of the lats Government
Mr. Howe gaid: “But, sir, if they received no
reply in words. they were completely answer-
ed otherwise. The constitnents of Digby uu-
constitutionally asked for a dissolution; we
answered the prayer of the petition by con-
structing « valuable whary in_that locality.”
(Laughter.) Well, Ithink we have also con-
structed a few wharves and bridges in thag
community and elsewhere. (Renewed Laugh-
ter). Again Mr. Howe continued: “As fast
as possible I am ruuning a road through In-
vorness, that the lifa-blood of that county
may flow on through a healthy channel,”
(Great laughter.) ‘‘Queen’s .hasreceived a
grant for deepeving Liverpool harbour. To the
counties through which the railway passes
my answer is the balance in the treasury to
the credit of the railway, at the close of the
present year. To all the counties I reply,

the general increase in your revenue—the ge-
neral provincial prosperity—the peace and or-
der that have reigned everywhere,—these are
the bases of my reply to this charge.” Well,1
think we can claim public support on much
stronger grounds than those adduced by the
hon. gentleman. “BntI tell the hon gen-

tleman that even in «» legal point of
view he is wrong. [ defy him to put
his finger on an inslaunce whers Par-

liament bhas been dissolved at the instiga-
tion of petitions. A dissolution involves the
exercise of the extreme power of the Crown,
and should rarely, if ever, bo resorted to,
except under necessi'y mos: urgens and over-
powering. * * % Let mo now refer to the
opinion of a very ewinent divine, who has
marked the operation of uuiversal suffrage,
and hear what this gentleman says oa that
subject. After describing the gigantic evils
of the system, he says: ‘Wha then is to be
done? Universal sufirage is the law of our
land. Every ono knows that this law canunot
be repsaled, for I repeat it the masses must
vote its repeal; and this, of course, they will
not do. There are many indications that of
late years, through the vast flood of immi-
gration, through the infamous conduct of
designing demagogues, through the increase
of intemperance, these degraded masses are
gaining in number and in powers We have
the power, it we possess the will. to repeal
this law—to strike down ouca and forever
the evil—to relieve ourselves from the chargs
of being the only Britieh colony, save Aus-
tralia, governed by universal suftrage—to
purge our csnstitation, and purify our elec-
toral system. J.et no man at this crisis hesi-
tate or falter, but manfully and honestly
petf"g)rm his duty, to himself aad to kis coun-
try.

This iy tLe doc'rine that suited gountlomen
in 1863,~they endorset it to the fullest ex-
tent they pousibly could. In 1863 to make a
radical chauge in the constitution was right
and proper—to ignore the voice of the 26,
000 petitioners was right and proper—to
force a law upon the statute book, to pre-
vent a large body of the peopls passing to-
on their acty, was fuliy sustained by these
gentlemen, [ am giad that I cannot include
the hon memhser for Yavmouth in thess oh-
servations, for ke way then on this aide of
the House.

I was a good des! estonished swhen I heard
the hon. member state thet the delegates had
exceeded the powers which they had received
from the house in dealing with this question. I
must confess I have had occasion sometimes to
find fault with gentlemen opposite for their very
short memories, but I was hardly prepared for
a statement like that. Is there a man in this
house with the exceptisn of the mover of this
amendment who'does no$ know that this ques-
tion was debated in this parliament plaioly upon
the basis that under that resolution the dele-
gates were to be empowered to go to the Im-
perial authorities and obtain the passage of an
Act without tuture reference to_ this Legisla=
ture? Is there a single man on either side who
will endorse the statement made by the mover,
that the delegates exceded their authority in the
slightest degree, or that the whole question was
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not argued and discussed upon the basis that we
were to deal with it finally ; but I do not re-
quire to tax the memory of gentlemen opposite,
tor I shall refer them to the journsls of the
House, and prove by the resolution moved by
the hon. member himself, that he knew that the
action taken here last session was the consum-
mation of the measure as far as this Legislature
was concerned. In the amendment mnved by
the hon. member for Guysboro’, we read :

¢ Therefore resolved, That it is the opinion and
rense of the House that the Government and Legis-
lature of this Provinse should be no parties fo the
consummation of any sohrme for tho Contrderation
ot the British North American Provinces and Colon-
ies, until an opportunity ehall have besn first afford-
ad to the several constitustcies of the Province at
large, to express their views and opinions thereon
in 8 constitutional manner at tae polis.”

It was, therefore, perfectly .lain thzt the
delegates were to go to England and arrange
with the Imperial Government a plin of Urion
which would become the law through the Im-
perial Parl'ament, anl yet in the face of this
well known fact we have heard the hon gentle-
man declaring that the delegates had cxceeded
their authority. Tho debate: in this House,
the discussion in the press, all go to show that
it was everywhere known that the delegates
were to finally arrange a scheme o' Unior. I
have already read to you the Queen’s Speech,
declaring that we came clothed with the most
thorough constitutional p wer to deal with this
question, and that too finzlly.

New Brunswick, said the hon, gentlerran, has
been appealed to twice. Why is it that the
people of Nova Scotia have not been allowed to
express their opinions even once? At Quebec
1t was agreed that the scheme of Union should
be submitted to the several Parliaments. It
was the last session :f the Legislature of New
Brunswick. and the Government found that they
had not a msjority to carry the measure. They
appealed to the people, who decided against the
Government, and therefore all action in relation
to the measure in this house was prevented, for
every man felt that whetever were his opinions
on the subject no Union was practicable unless
New Brunswick came into it. Action was ac-
cordingly suspended in this provioce until a
change should take place in New !runswick.
Subsequently the people there, haviog had the
question fully explzained to them. .reversed their
former verdict and gave a large mnjority of
Union. When it became ¢bvious here (hat
New Brunswick would concur we submitted the
question to this House. I ask the hon mover
of the resolution ns well a3 itg seconder if either
of them will venture to say to the Ho sc that
the position of the government in this Legisla-
ture is in the slightest degree analogous to
that of the gov rnment of New Brunswick.
They were called upon to tske action upon the
measure, and believed that by an appeal to the
country they would be sustained, and conse-
quently they made that appeal. Subsequently
it was found that the tide of public sentiment
had turned—the explanations which were made
on this question hed ehown the people that they

had been egregiously deceived before, and ac--
cordingly the moment they were allowed to
speak again they returned an overwhelming
majority in favor of the great principle of union.
The hon. member said that the Government
had pressed this matter here with “indecent
haste.” Does he not know that this scheme of
Union was decided upon at Quebec in 18642
It was a subject of agitation for nearly two
years, down to 1806, but more than that, are
not these same gentlemen who now charge ** in-
decent haste” against us the men who, session
after session, not only two years ago, but last win

ter as well, taunted the government and myself
with cowardice, with failing in what was our
duty to the house and country—for not having
had the manliness to come forwsrd and submit
the question to the members of this Legislature.
But when we knew that the time had come,
when we could deal with this question not 2s a
hypothetical measure, but one on which the
House could take action in consequence of the
change of sentiment in New Brunswick in favor
of Union—when we found that the duty we
owed to the House and country dewanded that
we should bring the question before the Legis-
lature, to be dealt witn in tbe proper constitu-
tional manner, what did these gentlemen say
and do? When they saw that they had mis-
calculated the intelligence and patriotism of this
House and the public sentiment of this country
—that instead of having the overwhelming ma-
jority that they bad deluded themselves into
believing they had, they were in an insigniicant
minority; then these gentlemen suddenly dis

covered thst we were not open to the charge of
cowardice and want of statesmanship: but that
we were pressing the matter with “indecent
haste” (Applause.)

The hon. member for Yarmouth asked why
we did not submit the question: to the people as
they did in New Brunswick. No man, rir, ip
the history of constitutional legislation ever
heard of so unstatesmanlike a course as a gov-
ernment dissolving the parliamentin which they
had a clear, undoubted majority to carry a meas
sure which they believed would promote the gen-
eral prosperity of the country. Ido not appeal
only to gentlemen who are ready to support the
government on the question—not to gentlemen
in opposition, who are ready to sacrifice the
best interests of party at the shrine of patriotism
—who think more of their couatry than of aub-
serving the ends of party—butIask the oppon-
ents of this measure not to give their votes in
favour of such a resolution, when its advocates
are obliged to confess that they havenot in the
whole range of constitutional government & gine
gle precedent in favour of the course they have
chosen to pursue, But what doezi the hon. mem-
ber for Yarmouth say about the last election in
New Brunswick? * A very few votes did it, I
would not be surprized if New Brunswick now
went aguinst it ‘I'hen the hon. member has
himself given us a very clear idea of the futility
of appeals to the people. Ile has seen New
Brunswick one day giving.iits decision in fa-
vour of, and on the next against, Union.
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But certain gentlemen deputized by seme one
or-other—1 do not think there will be anybody
hereafter ready to father the act—have written
a remonstrance against Union to the Colonial
‘ecretary. If ever there was a libel on the Eri-
tish constitutional system —if responsible govern-
ment was ever brought down to the very depths
degradation, as far as it was in the power of cer-
tain parties. to put it there, it was when the
three unsuthorized men, two of whom had been
rejected by the prople at the polls, presented
themselves at the foot of the throne, and toid
the !mperial Government that notwithstanding
our system of government the people are too
ignorant, and the Parliament is too corrupt to
be entrusted with the free institutions we enjoy,
and asked that they should be considered the
true constitutional. authoritics to whom
the Government and #arliament of the
mother country :rhould pay respect. | know
not who authorized this delegation, but I was
not a little surprized to find these gentlemen
who presented themselves with the authority of

some one or othez, askipg the Government and |

Parliament of Epgland to accept them as our
representatives and to ignore the voice of the
government and legistature of this country, bus
especially was I astonished to find them putting
their names to a.-state paper in which they de-
clared ‘that the position of the people of New
Brunswick-—where the very thing they are
sre now. asking for has been done —is
perfectly contemptible and compared the ver-
dict they have given at the polls to that of a
brow=beaten jury under Jeffreys. Yet these
same gentlemen, professing to. represent the
sentiments of the people of Nava. Scotia, ask the
Government of England to allow the people to
express their opinibns at the polls—on the
ground that they had such an appeal in New
Brunswick. . .

The hon: gentleman hastaken exception to a
statemzent madeby Mr. Witkin. Iadmit freely.
thiat that statement was too atrong, and to soine
extent inacovrate. I think, however, the hon.
member for East Halifax who . was one of the
deputation will admit: that it is nota very easy.
matter tn - get. gentlemen cogstantly occupied
with questions of ‘great national impottance im-
mediately. touching their awn' country to under-
stand sll-the “ins.and outs’’ of our eolonial dis-
cussions and struggles., I am glad, however, to
be atle to fully’acquit’ myself. of having misled
any ohe on. this' question in England.. I took'
the liberiy of placing in: the handa of Mr. Was
kin and every other member of the House of
Comumons ah awihentic statement of my own,.
and in that:document I have shown accurately
as I contend every step that has been taken in
the progress of this question. Imay state to
the House, and Ldo it in all singerity, that from:
the first I have nover entertaiced but ove opin-
ion, and that is, the'intelligent sentiment of the:
people of this conntry is in favour of Union I
do:'not say that I have ever felt it would
‘be & wise expetiment to appeal to the peo~
ple on  this question; that would be an en-

tirely unprecedented proceeding; but I know
emough ~ of appeals to the people to be
aware that it is quite possible for the pub-
lic sentiment to be in favour of a measure,
and yet for this measuré to te unsuccessful
when put to the people. I believe a public man
13 bound in the advocacy of public measures to
study as far as possible what is required to pro.
mote the publie good, and to go as far as he can
in his public legislation as the public sentiment
will sustain him. I bave been, perhaps, as
strong a party man as any in this country, but
Iam proud to be able to say, that anxious asI
have been to promote the views of party, much
a8 1 believe in the existence of parties in the
state, and the advantage of having a strong op-
position as well as government,—anxious as I
am to serve the party from whom I have r¢-
ceived such yunqualified support and co-oper-
ation—I am able to say that I have regarded
one thing as of paramount importance, and that
is, the interests of my couniry. Itis not the
first occasion on which as a public man, stand-
ing in the responsible position in whlch it has
pleased the people of this Province to place me,
I have brought forward measures and advocat~
ed them with all the zcal and earnestness that 1
could bring to their discussion, although at the
same time I believed them to be as fatal to the
interests of my party as it was possible for any
measures to be. I need not tell the House what
was the sentiment of the country in regard to
taration for the support of schools. I need not
tell the House how perfectly I was satisfled
that, in the ranks of the party which sustained
me throughout this country, there was a
very large bedy of people who would not only
resist, but resent such a change in the law as
would impose u large burthen upon the people
for the support of the gchools. But I came to
this table, and imposed such a burthen, under
the conviction that it was my duty so te do, for
my conscience told .mo that that measare was
imperatively réquired to promote the besti: «
tevests of the country at large; butalthough 1
expected to produce femporary diseatisfaction,
I never had a doubt what the result would be
after the people had had abundant opportvnity
of testing the merits of the law. .

1 believe that the intelligent sentiment of the
country is in favour of this Union, but then the

mode by which ivmighc be defeated would be

this : Whilst the opponens of the measure in
the ranks of the censervative psrty wonld with-
draw their confidence and support from the gov-
ernment, gentlem-n who op:ose the messuvre,
but prefer anotlier party. in this province, would
combine with the former, for the purpose of de-
feating the men in power How could I have
any doubtas to the miteiligent sentiment of this
country ? Long age it was acknowledged as a
question removed from party—oune which pubs
lic men,  ircspoctive of party eonsideratiops,
ghould unite in promo’ing. When it waa found
that the government. must under all circym-
stances stand or fall by this question, then for the
first time were public men who had been them-
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selves most enthusiastic advocates of Union pre-
pared to take advantage of the opportunity thus
afforded.—1 will not say an unfair advantage,
though I would be justified in saying so—for
party purposes. Despite such facts, however,
1 feel convinced that not only the great Lody of
the conservative party, but the majority of the
liberals of this country—the standard bearers of
which have given this question a support which
does infinite credit to their patriotism—are just
as warmly in favour of Union as when Mr.
Howe was its most able exponent. ! do not de-~
ny that there has been a large and formidable
opposition to this measure, but 1 believe when
the people look at it without reference to other
pnblic questions or any considerations ofa par-
ty character, when it is no longer sub judice but
become the law ¢f the land, the constitution of
the couatry for weal or woe, all classes will
combine to sustain it, and the opponents of
Union themselves wili feel that there is but one
course to pursue if they wish to lay claim to the
character of statesmen and patriots—and that is
to work out our new institutions in & manner
that will be most conducive to the interests of
the province at large. (Cheers.)

The hon. member referred to the London
Times as a great authority, but no person knows
better than he does that that journal has been
regarded as antagonistic to the interests of Bri-
tish America, and that it has always favoured
the Australian colonies. It will be also remems=
bered that it has taken the same view of this
question as has been taken by the opponents of
Union in Parliament, that these colonies are a
burthen to the mother country. The great ob-
jection, in fact, which it has urged agains: this
scheme is, that instead of dissevering th> con-
nection, Union has bound us for ever to the
Crown, and that the British Government are
committed to the guarantee for the con-
struction of the Intercolonial Railway.

Reference has been made to thedefenceless po-
sition of Canada. Now I have always regarded
—and I'am glad to find that every man who has
had an opportunitytof studying the question has
coincided  with me—it would be utterly im-

ssible to retain Nova Scotia unless Canada
and New Brunswick were retained. New Bruns-
wick is especially defenceless, and if that pro-
vince and Canada should fall into the possession
of a foreign power therc is no British statesman
who will undertake to say that the security of this
province could be maintained. ‘'Therefore this
is not a question whether one province is more
defenceless than another, but whether the combi-
nation and the consolidation of the whole will
not give increased security to all. The gentle-
men who have been deputed to advocate the
views of the opponents of Union have placed on
record what 1suppose are the opinions of the
gentlemen they represent, The organ of the
party 1e§ by Mr. Howe was the first to propound
the principle that British subjects in this country
were bound to pay pound for pound for the de-
fence of the cmpire with cvery other portion of
the British Empirc. When the  Morning
Chronicle” was wrested from the hands of its

former editor beeause he had become the friend
of British America Union, and the hon. mem-
bers for East Halifax became its editor as well
as proprietor, the first thing he did was to put on
record what their scheme was for the defenee ot
the country. If the hon. membel says “ Leave
well enough alone,” I will turn him to the re-
cord of the leader of the Anti-Union party. The
hon. gentleman (Mr. Howe) has given in the
most authentie form his opinion that the pro-
vince has in the present condition of affairs ‘‘ no
security for peace.” A number of articles which
are now known to be written by Mr. Howe were
published in the hon, member’s paper, and in
these the declaration was made, in so many
words, that their scheme for the defence
of the Empire was to levy a tax upon the
people equal to that borne by the rest of the Em-
pire. 'The hon. member for East Halifax, in a
pamphlet which he wrote as the representative
of the Anti-Union party has put it on record that
he is prepared to pay “‘pound for pound with
the Canadians.” ~ I ask, then, the hon. mover of

| this resolution with the fact before him that the
11cader of the Anti-Union party has propounded
1 a scheme—a scheme endorsed by the other Anti-

Union delegates—that would absorb the entire
revenue of this province for defence alone; does
it liein his mouth or of any opponent of Union
to charge us with having attempted to increase the
burthens of the country in relation to defence.
Not only is this scheme the only means by which
British America can remain British America—
by which we can retain the free British insti-
tutions which it is our pride and happiness to
possess—but it opens up to these countries an
avenue to prosperity such as was never offered to
any people before. Therefore I say this mea-
gsure of Union instead of increasing the
burthens of these people is effected upon terms
which are going to continue us under the wgisof
Great Britain—to preserve to us her free institu-
tions, to give us the largest amount of proaperity};
all this, too, with an immunity from burthens
that might well make us the ecvy of the world.

Look across the borders, and what do you sec
the allies of our opponents doing? We see the
Governor of Maine in his annual message de-
claring his hostility to Confederation, and as-
serting that the friends of the United States in
these provinces were doing their utmost to pre-
vent the consummation of that scheme. Is there
a man in this country who can be so blind asnot
to sce what that means? Can any one fail to see
the opinion the sagacious statesmen of the Uni-
ted States entertain of the future which is in
store for British America under the scheme of
Confederation. The statesmen-of that country
are bound to do all in their power to promote
the stability of the institutions which they pos-
sess, but I'am not less able to draw my deduc-
tion from the course they ar(?Mpursning. In the
report of the Parliament of Mainc, founded upon
that portion of the Governor’s Address which
refers to Confederation, you find a contrast
drawn between British America ond the United
States. They tell you that the population of
New Brunswick is increasing three times as
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rapidly as that of Maine, and look with disfaver
upon a scheme which is going to increase the
prosperity of that province as well as of all Bri-
tish America. They see that this scheme will
give an increase of power and influenceto these
proviances—will bring into them a darge amount
of capital and wealth—will enable them to enjoy
an unparalleled amownt of prosperity, free from
that heavy load of taxation which is now weigh-
ing down the people of the United States. It is
for reasons like these that the statesmen of the
United States look with a jealous eye upon the
establishment of institutions that are going to
strengthen the connection that now binds us te
the parent state and to make us great and pow-
erful. I ask gentlemen opposite to weigh care-
fully the opinions which American statcsmen ex-
press in respect to this measurc of Confedera-
tion, and ask themselves whether they are justi-
fied in pursuing a policy amtagonmistic to the
establishment of institutions which are not only
going to make us prosperous but to place us in a
position that will excite the envy of one of the
greatest nations of the world. (Cheers.)

Moxpay, March 18.
EVENING SESSION.

The house resumed at 7.30.
The adjourned debate was resumed.

Speech of Mr. Annand.

Mr., ANNAXD said —I .have been for
twenty-five years a member of the Legis ature
—g0 long a time that, though not very far ad-
vanced in years I have become the father
of the house, but long as my experience has
been, I never uatil the present occasisn wit-
nessed an evening session on the second day
of our meeting. But I take this to be all ot a
piece with the arbitrary proceedings by which
Confederation is to be forced npon the people
of this Province—time is not te be given for
deliberation and free discusgion. We have
bsen told that the season is advanced, and
that the revenue laws will soon expire, but
certainly we had a right to expect that upon
8o important a subject as changing the consti-
tution of the Province, at least a week’s de-
bate would have been allowed us without se-
riously interfering with the public business.
The revenue bills last year were brought down
on the 28th of March, and we could therefore
have been allowed ten days for this question,
and still have left as much time a3 was deem-
ed necessary last Syear for arranging the tariff.
The Provlncial Secretary has said that he
stood here last year as the defender of the
Quebec acheme—that be was a consistent de-
fender of that scheme—but I was surprised to
hear him tell us that its terms were inferior to
those which he and his colleagues at West-
minster Palace Hotel have obtained for us. I
was surprised at that statement, becanse after
a calm examination I have come to the deli-
berate conclusion that those tarms are far
worse. Let me remind the House of the re-
marks made by the gentleman who made over-
tures to the Government to bring down a reso-
lution for the appointment of delegates, He
said he rose to condemn the Quebec Bcheme
—that he desired :o see it destroyed, and a bet-

tat one framei. Another gentleman, repre-
senting n distant constituency, made similar
observations, expreasing his pleasure that the
Government had abandoned the measure
adopted at the Quebec Conference, But what
dn we find in the English press, and the speech
of Mr. Adderly in the House of Commons?
That the bill introduced by the Earl of Carnar-
von, at the instance of the Delagates, is in sub-
stance the Quebec scheme. Whem then, are
weo, to credit, the hon. Provincial Secretary,
or the Under Secretary for the Colonies? And
then we have tho bill, which speaks for itself.
The delegates were charged under the resela-
tion of this house to arrange a scheme of union
with vhe Imperial Government which wounld
effectually ensure just provision for the rights
and interests of this Province—far better terms
than those embodied in the Quebec scheme,
avhicg the Government had virtually aban-
oned.

Wa aro told that © better terms” have been
obtained, and I ask the Provincial Becretary
to point out in what respect the new Confede- -
ration scheme is an improvement en the old
one. Why confine himsslf to a baid declara-
tion upor a-sabject of such magnitude and
deep interest to the people of this country? I
join issue with the hon, leader of the Govern-
ment on this point. Icontend that the terms
obtained by the delegates, instead of being
better, are far worse than those embodied in
the resolutions adopted at Quebec. Under
the Quebec scheme our local legislature would
have had the right to impose an export duty
on coal, from which a large revenue might, if
it was thought proper, be raised and applied
to the local wants of the country. That right
has been taken away from us, and transfe
to the Government of Canada, who are clo
with the power of taxing as they glease one of
the most valuable exports of the Province. It
is clear, then, that in respect to our minerals,
worse instead of better terms have been the
result of the negotiations on the other side of
the water. Then there is the much discussed
subject of the Intercolonial Railway, estima-
ted to cost fcur millions of pounds sterling,
which it was said wduld be guaranteed by the
British Government if the Provinces consent-
ed to unite in a Confederation. But, as I un-
derstand the present position of affairs, the
Imperial authorities will not venture to ask
Parliament to guarantee more than three mil-
lions—a sum sufficient to carry the road into
the midst of a howling wilderness, leaving it
there, and benefitting no one but those char
with the expenditure of the money. But then
I will be told that the financial terms are bet-
ter—that much larger grants for local purpo-
ges have heen secured under the new arrange-
ment than the old one. The delegates will
say, “have we not procured $60,000 a year for
defraying the ex%enses of your local govern-
ment, over and abeve the 80 cents a head you
were to receive under the Quebec scheme;—
and have we not also made an arrangement
by which you will continue to receive your 80
cents a head until your population is 400,000?"
This is quite true, but the concession will be
estimated at its true werth when I Inform the
house of the la.r{ze increase of revenue which
has taken place in the Province since the adop- .
tion of the resolutions of the Quebec Confer-
ence. These were framed in 1864, and the fi-
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nancial arrangement which was to give us 80
cents a head was based upon the revenues of
1863. Since that time our customs revenues
alone has increased $351,822—cousiderably
more than the annual subsidy; and yet we are
expected to be thankful when we are pro-
mised an additional $60,000 a year—about one-
third of the increase of the revenue for a sin-
gle year, 1866, under our present low tariff.—
The terms may seem better, but are they soch
as we were entitled to receive—such terms, as
with a full knowledge of the facts, the dele-
gates were bound to secure for the people they
professed to represent? $60,000 a year; what
is it? By a single enactment the general gov-
arnment could levy a larger export duty on
conl every year. The increased taxes from
the advalorem duties alone of a Canadian ta-
riff, 50 per cent above ours, will add nearly
$300,000 2 yearto our taxation. Talk of taxes!
Our people are for the first time in their lives
about to realize what taxation is under this
precious scheme of confedvration.

A great mistake was made in seeking to
change the institutions of these Provinces, un-
der which they have all grown to bhe free, hap-
py and prosperous. They weuld nct lecave
well enough alone,—and they must take the
consequences of their folly in seeking to esta-
blish a new natiop, which can only exist upon
the forbearance of a powerful and exaeting
ueighber, We are told that the country is
familiar with the question. Yes, with the
question in the abstract. It has been discuss-
od here from time to time, some favoring a
Legislative and others a Federal Union, but
no one having a clear and definite view of the
subject. Mr. Howe, who I heartilg wish was
here to defend himseif, has been charged with
being the originatorof Confederation. I demy
the truth of that assertion, and challenge an in-
vostigation of that geutleman’s speeches and
writings for'a single instance in which he ad-
vocated such a scheme as that now pressed
upon our acceptance. My friend bas written
and said much on the subject of Union; he has
discussed the subject in its varicus phases,
but he raised objections to them all—to a Le-
gislative Union, to a Federal Union, to union
with the United States—and only gave in his
adhesion to the larger and more comprehen-
sive scheme known as tt e “Organization of the
Empire.” Mr, Howe never favored any scheme
of Union that wonld have destroyed the auto-
pomy of this Province, and certainly never
would have been a party to any measure that
would have handed over the revenues and re-
sources of Nova Scotia to Canada, or any other
couutry. The Provincial Secretary says that
he (Prov. Secy.) held -meetings in various

arts of the country, where he lectured upon
%nion. And if he did, what then? He does
not pretend to say that he advocated a Con-
foderation scheme liko the present, but like
Mr. Howe, whom he appears to have 3 mania
for imitating, he was in favor of Union of some
sort, without any very clear or definite views
upon the subject. But suppose Mr. Howe
had written all his life long in favour of Union,
or even in favour of Confederation, what then?
‘We aro here to decide for purselves and for the
people of this country, and we are bound to
examine and see whether it i for their benefit
or not to reject this or any other measure, but,

,

abova all, to claim their right to be heard before
any change is made,

The Pro Secy. referred to the suffrage ques-
tiop, and to!d us the late Government intre-
dnced a hill to disfranchise a large body of
the electnrs. They did. But the difference
between that case and the present is: they did
not succeed iu passing the measure into law,
and going to the elections their action was con-
demped, and they paid the penalty, The pee-
ple returned a majority in favor of universal
suffrage—they rebuked the action of tho late
Government, but what chance bave the elec-
tors of reversimg the Confederation policy
and bringing back their corstitution, when the
Bill before the Imperial Parliament becomes
law? The hon. member knowathat they have
none, and that the cases are not parallel.

He has asked us'to show a precedent for the
ceurse which we urge. It is not for him to
ask that of us, but we demand of him where
in the history of the werld any such attempt
has been made to deprive a people of their
government and institutions against their
will—without even the Parliament being al-
lowed to review the measura. Such a policy
may ba tried with impunity in a provicee like
Nova Scotia with its 350,000 people, but could
it be safaly triad 1 the Canadas with their
two and a half millions? Could it be tried in
England? Suappese any munistry in the moth
er country were to bring forward a measure
for the aunexation of the British Islands to
Austria or any other any other kingdom—
could it be done without a revolution? We
are too weak to rebel if wo had the dispesi-
tion, but it is a fair principle that what could
rot bhe done conmstituionally in England
should not be doue here. Ii is said that the
resoiution of 1861 introduced by Mr. Howe
committed the late Gevernmens and every
member of the house to the support of Union.
That resolutien merely declared that the sub-
ject of union had been frequently discussed,
and that the time bad come when it should
be set at rest. That resolution speaks for
itself—it bound no gentleman to support
any particular form of union, or union at -
all; much less a scheme prepared three years
afterwards at Quebec containing provisions
which no one could have dreamed o' in 1861.
That resolution led to a conference in 1862 at
at which were present delegates from Nova
Scotia and New Bruvswick, and the whole
Executive Council of Canada. Iwas one of
the delegates, and was present when the ques-
tion ot colonial union was discussed. And what
was the decision? This House had asked that
the question should be *setatrest” and the
answer they received was that it was premature
even to discuss the question. The delegates
considered it premature to consider the subjeet
until the Intercolonial Railway had been built,
and free trade between the Provinces established.
That then is the answer to the argument drawn
from the resolution of 1861 which, it should be
remembered, was not even debated in this
House. The Prov. Sec. spent nearlyan hour
in enlarging upon the rights and powers of
Parliament. No one disputes the power of
Parliament.—what we were dizcussing is not
the power, but the sound and wise exercise of
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that power by a body elected tor very different

' purposes—elected to carry on the business of
the country under the existing constitution,
We are told by high authority that Parliament
can do anything but make a man a woman, and
while we may admit th t it might] be :ight on
the part of the Imperial Parliament to override
the constitution of a Colony were a great State
necessity to arise, we have no right under the
limited powers which we possess to trapsfer toa
body of men assembled on the other side of the
water our legislative functione. This fact
must be borne in mind; that this measure is
pot the result of the action of the Pariiametit
of the conntry ; the (Juebec echeme and the
bill before the Imperial Parliament have never
been before us, and I deny the right of any
body of delegates, however appointed, to make
lawg for us. We are told that there never was
such an attempt to violate toe principles of
Regponsible Government 88 was manifested by
the minority in this house endeavoring to
counteract the action of last winter by which
the delegates were clothed with power to pre-
pare a scheme. My idea of Responsible Go-
vernment is that the Administration shall be
carried on according to the well understood
wishes of the people, and I hold that the gen-
tlemen who crossed the sea as delegates knew
that the people were opposed to any such change
as they proposed to make; that they were ar-
bitrarily seeking to change the Constitution
contrary to the well known sentiments of the
people. The Prov. Secretary calls upon us to
thow him an example in the history of the
world where a statesman was idiotic enough to
dissolve the house when he had a majority at
his back. We do not ask a dissolution. Let
the duration of the house run down, and the
question come before the people in its natural
course. But was not Mr. Tilley, who had
such & majority, * idiotic” enough to dissolve
the house in New Brunswick? Weall know that
he did, and the consequence was that he and
his Government wer:defeated at the polls. His
was the manly course, for which he fairly earn-
ed the respect of the people of that Province.
This may not be a very inviting precedent, but
that is the answer I give to the honorable gen-
tleman. If there can be any doubt about the
force of this precedent, I will give another: It
was asked in the Canadian Parliament whether
Confederation should not be placed before the
country, and Mr. Brown, the President of the
Council, gaid that if there could be any doubt
about the feelings of the people, then, decidedly,
the queation should be refetred to them.

One reason why this Union is to be forced
upon us may be gathered from a conversation
between two Canadian gentlemen who were
present on the opening of the present Session.
When that part of the Lieutenant Governor’s
Speech was read which referred to the large in-
crease of our revenue, one remarked to the other
““Good forus.”” Itis «“ good for us,” says Cana-
da, to get these Maritime Provinces, with their
surplus revenues, with unlimited power to tax
them as we wish. The Provincial Secretary

7

asked why the petitions of the people agamnst
Confederation had not been forwarded through
the Lieutenant Governor I will tell him. In
tue first place, these petitions were addressed
to the House of Commons, The Provincial
Secretary made a complaint of their not being
sent through him, but I was not aware before
that it was customary to send such petitions
through the Secretary of the Colony. Peti-
tions to the Queen are ip a different position ;
but the hon. gentleman is incorreot in inti-
mating that he never saw the petitions, for
one of them was forwarded to the Lieutenant
Governor, and ther: were other proceedings
that passed through his office to which he
has pot referred There were petitions and
addresses from eight counties. There were
addresses asking the members from six coun-
ties to resign their seats, because they voted
for Confederation; and let me say that if such
proceedings had taken place in England--pro-
ceedings affecting the entire msjority in the
House of Commons, nc ministry dare attempt
to resist such an appeal. The Lon. gentleman
spoke about the subject being familiar with
prominent men in England; let me ask how
many members of the houses of Lords and Com-
mons read ““ The case of the Maritime Provin-
ces,” as put before them by the People’s Dele-
gates? I use the term ‘‘ People’s Delegates” be-
cause we did represent the people; for though
a tyrannical majority may rob us of our consti-
tution, yet there is an overwhelming majority
behind us who denounce the arbitrary manner
in which the measure was pressed.

‘What where the facts in connection with the
Confederation Bill? A more indecent proceed»
ing never took place, even in this house than
wae witnessed in the Honse of Lords on the
third reading of that bill. When delay was
urged by one peer, although the house had been
comparatively full at the commencement of his
speech, there were but nine members on the
benches when he ceased speaking. That is an
illustration of the wicked indifference to the
wishes and interests of the people of this Pro-~
vince which has prevailed throughout. My
hon and learned friend from Guysboro’ very
justly said, this afternoon, that more interest
would have been excited by a bill imposing &
tax on dogs than by a measure involving the fu-
ture welfare of these British North American
Colonies. I was in England tor some time, and
therefore have had a pretty good opportunity
of guaging the public mind, and I know that the
recent yacht race across the Atlantic, at which
everybody laughed on this side of the water, ex-
cited the greatest attention in England, and pro-
duced articles in the press which were nauseat-
ing to read,~while the ablest writers of the day
were unable to interest the public in a measure
affecting the interests and welfare of these loyal
Provinces, and involving perhaps their separ-
ation from the mother country. What took
place_in the House of Commons? The bill was
sent down one day, and for the first time in the
history of that house, it was read & second time
on the fellowing day. Before the papers illuse
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rating the subject had been presented—before
our *case was printed—the indecent spectacle
was witnessed of the bill being hurried through
a second reading. I give thathas a reason why
the petitions were not laid before the house.
The bill was brought down, as it were, yester-
day, and before they could be presented on the
following day, it was read a second time

Ican fancy I understand the influences that
were brought to bear upon some members of
Parliament, among whom was the late Under-
Becretary of State for the Colonies There
waseevidently a feeling that it was necessary
to smuggle the measure through. But al-
though there was hot haste as to the
second reading, time was afterwards given
for consideration, and T am not without hope
that there may yet be manly spirit enough to
send the scheme back to the people of Nova
Scotia. That second reading was carvied by
declarations that we had no grievance at all,
that the subject had been before the people at
the last general election, that the opposition
was factious and did notrepresent popular opin-
ion. One very significant fact has already trans-
pired; lastyear it was said that the Queen desir-
ed Confederation—that the Secretary for the
Colonies, the Parliament, press, and people of
England all desired it, but now, when the respon-
sibility is thrown on the Brilish Cabinet, what
do they say? Her Majesty says that the bill has
been prepared in conformity with the wishes of
the delegates from the various provinces.
And what does the act ifself say? It says it
is introduced because the delegates desire the
measure. Her Majesty’s Ministers, fearing
that trouble may come—that the new nationality
may come to grief—shake themselves clear ot
the responsibility, and can hereafter point to the
bill and say—*‘ This is no measure of ours; we
merely gave the force of law to the enactment,
which you desired.”” 1 wasamused to hear the
Provincial Secretary say that the friends of union
were sustained by the friends of British connec-
tion in England. I have had opportunities un-
surpassed by any Colonist of ascertaining the
feelings of genmtlemen connected with the press
of England, and I here declare that
the leading opinion of the governing
classes of England is, that these colonies
should be made into an independent nation,
and they would gladly have separated Cana-
ds, from the Maritime Provinces, but they
felt that a maritime frontage was essential for
‘her existence. The opinion, I repeat, of the
friends of Confederation is that we should be
united, and put in such a position that by a
single stroke of the pen we may be separated
from the parent state. Examine that bill and
you will find that the only link of connec-
tign which it willileave us is the Governor
General who is to receive out of our revenues
a salary of $50,000 a year. Do you suppose
that when we are charged with our foreign
relations; as was intimated by Mr. Adderly,
when we have our own army to maintain; for
the troops are evidently to be withdrawn un-

less wo are prepared to pay them, when
the appointment of the Governor General by
the Crown is the only connecting link, can it be
supposed that it will be long bafore we have our
President? You cannot engraft this mongrel
system upon wonarchical institutions,—when
you change you must become a Republic, and
the game played by the Awmercan Gov-
ernment in Mexico will be played over
again here. I look upon this scheme as
the first step towards a separation from
the Mother Country, and I propbecy that ten
years will not pass before this new nationality
will drit into the United States. Look how
easily the thing can be done—justas easily as the
Confederation scheme was accomplished,—
Several gentlenren were appointed, at the in-
stance of this house, to attend a conference
in Prince Edward Island to mature a scheme
for the union of the Maritime Provinces.
The Canadians came down and spirited them
to Quebec where, for reasons best known to
themselves, they all agreed to go in for the
larger union. They afterwards by some
means succeeded in securing the assent. of
New Bruaswick and of this house, though
notof the people, and they are now about to
consummate it. Can it be supposed that the
Americans will not imitate an example which
has been so successful, and that by the
exercise of that acute diplomacy for which
they are famous, and by the expenditure of
money, when it is required, sweep the whole
concern into the American Union? The Cana-
dians are just the ren, and the Confederate
Government will be just the place to try such
an experiment.

[ have ever felt that the moment we cea-
sed to be separate provinces, and came un-
der the dominion of Canada, her fate must
be our fate, and we must be dragged wher-
ever shemightbe pleased to carry us. Many
leading men in England entertain that opi-
nion strongly, and tell us that it would be
our advantage to join the American Union
There is anotherreason given why we should
confederate and be got rid of, and it has
force from an English point of view. It is
said in England, “aslong as we maintain
these colonies, particularly Canada, with its
long and defenceless frontier, so long must
we have a running sore ; but if we were rid
of them, we would talk to the Americans in
a different style ; we would not submit to
insult and indignity which we are now
obliged to do from day to day.” But we
are told that the friends of British connec-
tion are the friends of union. What, for ex-
ample, says the Times? In a recent num-
ber that great organ of public opinion
wished Confederation God-speed, and trust-
ed it would soon eventuate in the independ-
ence.6f these colonies. But those support-
ing our opinions took a larger and more
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statesmanlike view ; they held that when
England loses the Maritime Provinces she
pegins to go down in the scale.of nations—
that when we are gone, with our 60,000 sea-
men, our mercantile marine, our noble har-
bours and fisheries, and our inexhaustible
coal fields, then America becemes the first
naval power in the world, and England
must stand second on the fist. I share in
these opinions ; and it is because I see in
Confederation the beginping of England’s
decline and fall, that I have been heartily
opposed to the measure. It has been said
that the people’s delegates in England ma-
nifested great contempt for responsible go-
vernment. Sir, I hold that those who have
had entrusted to them the petitions' of well
nigh 40,000 of the people—equal to about
two-thirds of our agult male populatipn—
that they are not unauthorized men, and
that they occupy a prouder position than
the gentlemen sent by.the. Government, but
not representing the opinions of the coun-
try. There are members sitting here who
know that they, are here contrary to the
wishes of their .constituents—who have
been requested to, resign their seats, and
who, if they had the spirit of English-
men, would not for a day occupy' their
present positions. We were so far authoriz-
ed as to be recognized as duly accredited de-
logates at the Colonial Office, where we were
treatedwith deferenceand respect. Mr.Bright
on this subject holds the.language of every
Englishman 1'ever met, he says, “give the

eople of these Colonies. the right to speak,
et them decide their own future, let them,
if they please, confederate, join the Ame-
rican States, or remain as they are in con-
nection with this country.” Then we are
‘told that the. intelligence of the country
was in favour of Umon. 1 should like the
Prov. Seey. to tell us how he arrives at that
conclusion. When atthe last Gengral Elec-
tion his party were returned with a large ma-
jority, he boasted that{here was alarge and
enhgf\tened public opinion in the country,
but when he looks around the benehes of
this house and knows that not one of
its members dare face a constituency,
I ask him. how he can make the
statement that the intelligence of the coun-
try is in faver of this measure ? ‘I have been
taunted -with -saying that Nova Seotians
should pay pound for pound with the Cana-
dians towards the common defence. I be-
lieve that the time has come when our peo-
ple eannot escape paying areasonable con-
tribution, and the question has come:to this :
shall we pay to the mother country, which
with all-her armaments «of war is able to de-

fend us, or to a new nationality without an

armyjor a navy,or the means to createeither?
Or on the other hand shall we pay to the
United States? We must pay such reason-
able sum for our defence as we can afford,
and I ask if there is any doubt that Eng-
land would grant us by far the most favoura-
bleterms. lassert boldly that these Maritime
Provinces must belong to a great mantime
power—the first in the world, if they are
allowed—and if not to the second, they can-
not and will not be governed by Canada.
Our poesition forbids that we should be gov-
erneg by a people living .in the Canadian
backwoods. We must, therefore, belong
either to the mother coumiry or to the Uni-
ted States, and if we are once separated
trom England there is no question about
our final destination. And while on this
point I may remark that in Great Britain |
encountered highly intellizent gentlemen
to whom I spoke of the strong feel-
ing of loyalty and attachment which pre-
vails among us, and the .earnest 'desire
of the people to remain forever. connected
with England, to equally share her dan-
gers and glories,—I said we would like to
be treated as a county of England, as Kent
or Surrey, sending members to the British
Parliament, and what was the reply: © Well
your sentiments do you honour, butwe ¢an-
not reciprocate them ; we care little or no-
thing agout you.” We have been -asked
for a precedent for the conrse that we urge,
and T'in retyrn have asked gentlemen oppo-
site to show us a precedent for their action.
It is an unfortunate precedent that I can
oint to for .their conduct—that of legis-
ating Ireland into the Union contrary
to the séntiments of the:peeple. But
even for that measure a majority of the Irish
Parliament was obtained,—by what means
we know. By what means the majotfity was
obtained in this Legislature we do not know
now, butthere.the majority was secured by
corruption miost. foul, ‘and bistory is filled
with the record of the misfortunes that have
grown out of that forced union.. Is it not
plain that if this union be forced on us you
will make Nova Scotia a second Ireland on
this side of the Atlantic, but so near the
United States that only a few miles of wa-
ter separate'us? By adhering to a policy of
‘oercion you are breaking the loyal hearts
of the people of this country. Itis not yet
100 late to refer the scheme to our constitu-
ents, and if we can get their consent |
pledge myself to never again lift up my
voice in opposition to it, but will use every
offort to make the measure work wel. If,
however, the people are forced into the
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union, I do not hesitate to say that I will
dedicate the remaining years of my life, be
they many or few, to endeavor to repeal a
union so hateful and obnoxious. Iam an
Englishman in spirit, if not by birth ; I love
the institutions of England, but if I am de-
prived of them and of my liberties as a Bri-
tish subject,—then all I'can say is, that by
every constitutional means, I will endeavor
to overthrow and destroy a union brought
about by corrupt and arbitrary means.

Speech of Hon. Financial Secretary.

Hon. JaMES MACDONALD said:— It was not,
my intention to address the House this evening
but as no gentleman appears ready to speak
just now I shall endeavor to compress the few
observations I have to make in as brief a com-
Yggs as possible. I did certainly expect, and the

use had a right to expect, that when gentle-
men claiming to possess the sympathy of a large
number df the people challenged the action of an
overwhelming majority of the representatives of
the people assembled in their deliberative capaci-
ty, on a great and important constitational ques-
tion they would have been prepared to adduce
some precedent and cito some authérity in sup-
port of the course they have thought proper to
pursue. Especially had we a right to expect this
from a ﬁenﬂeman who is a leading member of
the legal profession, who has sat in the highest
position in this House, and who appears to oc-
cupy the position of leader of the Opposition on
this great question. The hon. member for Guys-
boro’, the maver of this resolution, has challeng-
ed the constitutionality of the action of this
House in dealing with this question. That branch
of the subject has been so fully and ahly dealt with
by thehon. Prov. Secretary, that it is unnecessa=
ry for mé to refer to it at an length, but T must
recall to the recollection of hon. gentlemen that,
during the debate of last year on the Union ques-
tion, I took the liberty oflaying before the House
and coantry certain authorities which, Iclaimed,
proved conclusively the right of the Legislature
to deliberate and finally decide upon this or
any other measure which in their judg-
ment affected the right or interests of the
people. On that oceasion I challenged the hon.
member and those holding similarviews, tobriag
forward a single authority from the whole con-
stitutional history of England or of any other
country enjoying British constitutions in favour
of the proceeding which they wish to pursue.
Now these gentlemen have had a whole year to
search for these authorities—a whole year during
which this question has been engaging tho at-
tention of the ablest minds of the Empire—but
they have not been able this session any more
than they were at the last, to do morc than deal
in the vaguest generalities and to substitute for
argument and authority empty assertions and
worthless declamation. It was not respec: ful on
the part of the hon. member for Guysboro’, to
the members of this Legislature, it did not com-
port with his own character and self-respect that
he shonld fail to hring forward a single authority

in sup})ort of his_position, and that he should
have felt himeelf justified in being content to
give us only the opinion of a gentleman whom I
am not disposed to-deal harshly with—but still
only. the opinion of merely a colonial lawyer
against the opinions of the other lawyers in this
House sustained and supported as those opinions
are by the leading statesmen and lawyers of the
whele Empire; that is to say, the opinion of Mr.
Stewart Campbell against that of the ablestjand
best authorities in the Empire at large. That
hon. member had the audacity, then, influenced
by an arrogant opinion of his own standing in
this couniry not only to oppose every authority
which has been produced, but tells you,'asks this
House to believe that the leading minds of the
Empire, the Peers and Commoners of England—
men who centrol the destinics of the greatest
Empire in the world—who have passed trium-
phpntly through the storms and passions of
parties, and of popular cxcitement—men who at
this moment when the country is violently agitat-
ed by a widespread movement for Reform, re-
fuse to be actuated by impulse of mere party
aims—that men like these are not entitled to the
respect and confldence of the ‘House and coun-
try ona question likethis. Without condescend-
ing to produce one gingle sentence of law or au-
thority, he asks the people of this province te
take his unsupported word against the united
opinion of the best minds of British America,
and of the parent state besides. i

1 did expect that after the able and argumen-
tative address ¢f the Provincial ‘Secretary we
would have scen an offort made by gentlemen
opposite to combat the position he has taken, but
it is quite evident from the remarks of the hon.
member who last addressed you that there is no
wish on the part of members opposite to con-
vince the members of this House. Their game
is to excite, if it be possible, a feeling of dread
and dislike to this measure outside these walls.
The amendment of the hon. and learned mem-
ber for Guysboro® raised only the constitutional
feature of this question, but I am relieved from
the duty which I felt incumbent upon me to pro-
duce authority after authority, record after re-
cord, from English constitational history down
to the present time; for the hon. ‘member for
BastjHalifax says boldly, “I admit the autho-
rity of Parliament; it has the right and the
power to deal with this question; I donot deny
that the position we took last winter and that
taken by this amendment is entirely unconstitu-
tional ; but all Task you is, whether the exer-
cise of that power at the present time is judicious
or not.” Who,is right? Which is the best au-
thority? I leave the hon. member for Guysboro’
and the hon. member for- Halifax to answer the
question, and reconcile the respective positiens
they have taken.

‘We have to decide whether it is at the present
moment judicious—whether under circumstances
which are transpiring in British America—whe-
ther in view of the position of these colonies to-
wards the mother country and the great power
on our horder—we should accept the terms of
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Union offered, or decline more intimate relations
with our colenial brethren? The hon. member
for Halifax has answered himself. In a Parlia-
ment of Englishmen—of gentléemen who =il pro-
fess to ba devoted subjects of their royal Queen,
who entertain respect for those institutions which
have placed England so largely in advance of
other countries, the declarations of the hon. mem-
der ought to suffice, ought to be more than
enough too for the opinions of the most undecided
and irresolute. He has said, and said truly, that
we must belong to the United States or to Eng-
land. If he means anything, he intends that for
a declaration of separation from England. He
has undertaken to tell you that so regardless are
English statesmen of the colonies that they do
not know what they are. He has told you that
the leading minds and governing classes of the
old country desire the separation of the colonies.
He has gone further and boldly declared that ra-
ther than assist our brethren in Canada to build
up a strong power on this side, which will estab-
lish British 1nstitutions firmly on this continent,
he is ready at a moment to rush into the arms of
the neighbouring Republic. That is not the first
oceasion in which the hon. member for Eass Ha-
lifax has taken a similar position. The policy of
that hon. member and of the majority of the men
associated with him, down to the present time,
has heen nething more than annexation to the
United States. I regret I have not under my
hand just now the manifesto of the anti-Union
delegates to the statesmen of England—the case,
as they call it, of the Maritime Provinces—but
I would ask the peopleof this country, all who
have seen that document, whether it does net
contain sentiments most obnoxious to those
who desire to live under British laws and in-
stitutions, and direct encouragement to those in
the United States, who are enghged in promot-
ing the annexation of these colonies. I have
said that this hon. member is desirous of an-
nexing this country to the United States, and
this is an assertisn which nothing but the
strongest proof could justify, Let me then re-
call to the recollection of the House some of
the productions of that hom. member’s pen—the
position which he has assumed from the very
cominencement of the discussion on this ques-
tion. What do we find in the paper conducted
by that hon. member? From the beginning of
this discussion—from the ‘“Botheration” arti-
cles down to the' presen: hour—the strorgest
declarations of the un-British and disloyal sen-
timents of the hon. member are to be fonnd. In
the paper which the hon. member claims as pre-
senting the casc of the people of this country—
in this Eapcr, purporting to be a vindication of
a British colony, the hon. member undertakes
to compare the scheme of Union with the sis-
ter celonies, and the scheme of annexation to
the United States devised by Mr. Banks. Take
that document and compare the description of
the Confederation scheme—a descriptien which
could only cmanate from & man imbued with
hostility to the country which he pretends to
love—with the description of a plan of Union
which he proposes with the United States, Mr.

Banks’ scheme is portrayed in the most flatter-
ing colours ; our colonial institutions are vilifi-
ed, while those of the United States arc bespat-
tered with fulsome praise. But to what does he
invite us? To pay a portion of the enormous
taxation which now weighs down the United
States—to participate in the pclitical struggles
and convulsions of that country; we are to see
our mercantile marine, which is now progressing
with a rapidity that no other country can equal,
transferred to the United States. And what
will be the result when that measure is so trans-
ferred 2 At the present time , according to the
belief of the most eminent men of that country,
the mercantile marine of the United States is at
the lowest ebb, and it would not be at all suar-
prising if a wiser eommercial policy does not
soon prevail in that country, to sce almost all
their trade eventually carried in foreign bottoms.
Yet the hon. member and his {riends would have
us eater a union which, in the coursc ef a very
few years, has brought the formerly .great com-
mercial navy of the Republic to o deplorable a
condition.

Let me here call the attention of the House to
another interesting fact in connection with this
question. The hon. gentleman complains of the
indifference of Englisﬁ statesmen to colonial mat-
ters. When the bill of Union was introduced to
a very full House by the Earl of Carnarven, in
& manner that has attracted the praise of journals
of all parties, a noble Lord arose te speak in
support of the anti-Union party. And what was
the reception he met with? Whilst the syppor-
ters of the Government sat in their places, every
one of the friends of the noble Lord arose and

left the House—so thoroughly did they disap-

prove of the course pursued by him. Tsit atall
surprising that the Peers of England should have
been disgusted when they read the sentiments ex-
pressed by these Nova Scotians professing to be
the delegates of the people in favour of annex-
ation to the United Siates, and that they should
have declined to compromise themselves by seem-
ing to encourage their views. When they saw
the disloyalty that appeadred in every line of that
document, I'do not wonder that so many of the
Peers should have manifested their contempt for
those who wished to place then: in a wrong posi=
tion, by rising and leaving the Houseon the in-
stant. The hon. member tells you that the Pax-
liament of England exhibits the most utter indif-
ference to the interes's of the colonies. Yet tho
same Parliament has always shown the deepest
interest in the welfare and progress of the colon-
ies, and we have only 1o look at the speeches of
the leading men in the Peers and Commons to
see how deeply desirons they arce of promoting
the welfare and progress of cvery section of their
great Colonial Emprre.

The hon. member says that the govern-
ing classes of England desire the separation
of the colonies from the mother country, |
will take the liberty of joining issue Girect-
Iy with him on that point. I believe that
tﬁe governing classes of Great Britain have
a higher appreciation of what constitutes
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the wealth and greatness of the Empire,
and I think the people of this country will
require higher authority than that of a dis-
appointed partizan for the assertion that the
men who have spent the blood and treasure
of the Empire, for their colonial posses-
sions, feel any disregard for their interests
and the continuance of the connection.
But we have higher authority on this point.
The debates in the Houses of Lords and
Commoas are supposed to convey, in the
most conclusive manner, the intelligent
public opinion of the country—to dissemi-
nate through the world the clearest views
and ideas of the public sentiment; and eve-
ry noble lord who rose to speak on this bill
vindicated not only the position taken by
the Legislature of Nova Secotia, but the
conditions upon which this Union is to be
effected, but even went further and
gmave it as his deliberate opinion
that the retention of the colonies was
essential to the best interests of the Bri-
tish Empire. Even a nobleman whom the
hon. member thought he might fairly count
upon—a nobleman from whom he perhaps
fairly tlought he might expect encourage-

ment—told him frankly he could not sus-!

tain him because he believed the measure
of Union was essential to the best interests
of the country, and the Marquis of Norman-
by even went further and declared to these
people’s delegates that his residence in this
country cnabled him to form a pretty ac-
curate estimate of the value of such peti-
tions as those which the delegates pretend-
ed gave them authority to present them-
selves in England on behalf of the people
of Nova Scotia.

Mr. ANNaND—Ihope the hon. gentleman
has authority for what he is saying.

Mr. MacponaLp—The hon member will
not-deny that the Marquis of Normanby
was the friend of the government of which
he was the Finaucial Secretary. It will be
remembered that when the hon member
was a member of Lord Mulgrave’s Govern-
ment, some 26,000 petitioners approached
that noble lord as the governor of this pro-
vince, and the hon member took the liberty,
as the constitutional adviser of his Excellen-
cy, of putting on record the statement that
these petitions were not worthy of, or enti-
tled to be shown, credit. Lord Mulgrave
took the advice of his gavernment at that
time, and now naturally feels disinclined to
recede from the position he was advised to
take. ¢ Gentlemen,” hesays now, ¢ I hold
the same opinion of these petitions that you
did when I was Governor.  You appear to
have changed your opinions: I have not.”

The Parliament of England was in session
for five or six weeks before the delegates
returned, and yet these anti-Union petitions
had never been presented. The hon mem-
ber must have been afraid to present them,
or the House of Commons would not receive
them. Let him tell us how this-is. If the
people of Nova Scotia entrusted him as
their delegate with the petitions against
Union, and he has failed to present
them, then he forfeited’ the greatest trust
that was ever reposed in any man—
If he has donc this great wrong to the people who
entrusted bim with so sacred a duty, he should
hide in humiliation and shame from an outraged
people. But let me call the attention of the le
to amost extraordinary and curious fact. at
has become of the petitions which we have been
told were entrusted to Messrs. Howe and An-
nand? Who has seen them? Nobody in this
c0unn¥:certainl and as far as we yet know no
onein England hashad that pleasure. .

But I can acquit the hon. member of blame
on one ground—he was not the delegate of the
people of Nova Scotia. The people repudiate
the cennection which the hon. member wishes to
fasten upon them. The people are not only
loyal to the Quecn, but they arc intelligent
enough to appreciatg the arguments by which
they are asked to change their condition. I
must protest in their name against the belief ,
that they are ready to tear down™ the Union Jack
and associate themselves with the Republic, on
thejr borders. (Applause.) But what is the 31it
of the people in the present crisis? What will
the loyal Scotchmen, Irishmen, and Englishmen
of his countrydo? Are they ready to take the
extreme step urgedrby the hon. member for Bast
Halifax to become rebels and traitors because
Mr. Annand is a disappointed partizan? 2 I ask
the intelligent people of -this country to do this
—to act as honorable, sensible men should do-on
every question—to comsider it calmly and on its
merits. I do notask them to take the views of
the politicians of Canada, of New Brunswick,
or OFI)\Tova Scotia; but I ask them, and it is fair
to ask them, to take the views of the Parliament
and people of England, the body of men who,
for centuries, have ruled the destinies of the
world—who have worked out the free institu-
tions of England in a manner that attracts the
admiration of other nations. I ask the people
of this country it with the unanimous opinions
of such abody in favour of this Unijon, tkey are
réady to attach any valuc to the sentiments of
the hon. tlemen opposite. I do not think
that the iatelligent people of this country are
the men to reject the public opinion of Eagland
at the dictation of gentlemen who have them-
sclves entertained views directly adverse to those
they entertain now.

Let me advert for one moment to another po-
sition taken by the hon. member. The House
knows that early in the commoncement of this
question a gentleman standing high in the esti-
mation of the hon. member—who has occupied a
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prominent position in this country—offered a
counter scheme of Union in lieu of that submi®
ted to this Legislature. That scheme has been
rejected as far as my observation goes by the
whole Anti-Union press up to the present hour.
I have heard of no opponent of Union who has
had the hardihood to advocate the scheme for the
organization of the Empire until the hon. mem-
ber did so to-night. e has had the boldness to
declare that this scheme is the one which he and
his party favor. Hecsays hedoes not deny that
some politicsl change in our condition is neces-
sary, and has expregsed his readiness to adopt the
scheme propounded by Mr. Howe for the or-
ganization of the Empire. By that scheme we
are to pay for the wars of the whole Empire.
He sayshe will make us pay pound for pound
with the other portions of the Empire.
That same idea was enunciated some years
ago by Mr. Howe, but I never heard of any
who was prepared. to consider it seriously
until the hon. member to-night declared
that he would make Nova Scotia as Kent
or Swrey or any other county of England.
The objection to the Quebec scheme was
that our representation in the General
Legislature was too insignificant, and that
we would have to pay tor the defence of
Canada, that our burthens would be much
heavier than they are now. Yet under the
plan grepounded by Mr. Howe our people
may be summoned at any moment to Cana-
da, orany portion of the world, wherever
her broad empire extends, to fight the bat-
tles of England ; we shall be taxed pound for
pound with our fellow-subjects of the Bri-
tish Islands—whilst we shall only have a
representation of three or four men in the
House of Commons. Are the people of
‘this country prepared to accept such a
scheme in preference to the one now offer-
ed for their acceptance ?

In concluding these few imperfect re-
marks, I may say that perhaps I shall be
able to address the House on another occa-
sion when better prepared to deal with it;
but I could not permit the remarks of the
hon. member to pass without immediate
notice. 1 shall only repeat what Isaid pre-
viously that before the hon. member can Jay
claim 1o the favorable consideration of the
loyal people of this province, he should ex-
plain away the sentiments’ which say so
little for his allegiance and loyalty to” the
British Empire. :

Mr. Annanp:—I desire to make an ex-
i)lanation in reply to the hon. gentleman.

have never advocated annexation to the
United States, I advocate nothing but that
we all remain as we are, and maintain our
present institutions.  As to the taunt about
my adhesion to the scheme for the organiza-
tion of the Empire, I reply that I advocate

that scheme because it will make us English
How the hon. gentleman will reconcile his
imputation of disloyalty withmy desire that
we should become as a county of England}
I will leave it to his ingenuity to say.

Hon. ProvinciaLl SECRETARY remarked
that the house would be expected to divide
on the question on the following evening.
Another opportunity would be atiorded for
discussion when the papers in reterence to
the delegation were brought down.

The debate was adjourned.

The house adjourned to the following day
at 2.30

TUESDAY, March 19,
Tho House et at 230 P.M.
The adjourned debate was resumed.

Specch of Er. McLelan.

M¢. MCLELANX said:(—Wae are told tha this
debate must be hrought to a close this evening,
and for those who have opinions to express
the time is short. The Provincial Secretary
says this haste is imperative, in order that the
public business nf the country may not be in-
terfared with, The exigencies of the country
may now require this, but I ask who produced
the cireninstances requiring such hasty delibe-
rations and forcing us to decide 8o important a
question in 8o short a period? We in the cour-
try waeve prepared months ago to come here
and discuss this subject and to attend to the
ordinary business of the Legislature, but to
suit the convenience of certain hon. gentle-
men, the meeting of the House has been post-
poned to such a late period as to raquire that
the most momentous guestion ever rubmitted
to Parliament should be passed over almost in
silence. For that reason we are told that we
maust li:nit our remarks to this single point:—
the right of the people to be heard upon the
qnestion, and to decide on it for themselves,
The Provincial Secretary told us yesterday
that hie felt proud of the position which he
occupied on this question—thas he felt proud
of the improvements in the bill which is soon
to come before us, as compared with the re-
solutions passed at Quebsc. I do not see in
the position which he occupies anything to
warrant such utterances. He told us last ses-
sion, as he has told ug on every occasion, that
the Quebec scheme was just and gound ia its
principles—that it gave to this Province ail it
had a right to demand; and the hon. gentie-
man’s colleagues in the delegation reiterated
the assertion, and they stated that they ‘were
prepared to push that scheme through, and to
make it the basis of a Union of the Colonies.
If the bill gives us more than that scheme,
then whatever it gives in additicn is due to as *
who aopposed the measure from its fnception
If the bill gives us five dollars more, the credit
is due to tho stern opposition the Anti-Con-
federates have given the question. The hou.
gentleman is in this position: he has told us
that the Quebec scheme was just and sound,
and he has now come back from England
claiming to have got more than justice. If

these statements be true, he must have done a
dishonest thing to some other people, from
5
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whom he has taken more than he all along de-
clared was just; and sursly that is not-a posi-
tion to regard with pride. Turning to the only
point we are to be permitted, in the magnani-
mity of the gentlemen opposite, to discuss—the
right of the people to be heard ou the question
-—I would first refer to the taunt made by the
Financial Secretary. He said we had brought
a case here withount a prece:dlent to support us,
although we bad a whole year to obtain such
precedents if they existed. I tell him thatI
have had an abundance of authorities for the
position I have taken—authority which I have
not sought in the musty pages of Blackstone,
to which the hon gentleman last year referred
to sustain his position. I have been reading a
nobler page than Blackstone ever wrote—a
page which bears the impress and imprint of
God himself: I mean “ the human face divine.”
T bave read the authority which sustzins us
every day in the year in the faces of my fel-
low countrymen. Our authority isthe look of
intelligence on their countenances; I see that
in their faces which declares that tbey have
the souls and the reasoning and reflecting
powers to enable them to decide on a question
affecting them and their posterity as this does,
These men till the soil, engage in commerce
and fisheries; they have, by their labours and
enterprise given us, under the blessing of Pro-
vidence, all our prosperity, and I take them as
my authority, IFifty thousand of these men
are devoting their time and means to learn de-
fence: ready to lay down their lives to protect
their country, their homes and their altars.
They have during the year paid into the Trea-
sury through the customs, excise and other de-
partments, nearly two millions of dollars of
their hard earnings, and I say the men who
. thus in their persons and property are to be
affected by this measure are my authority for
saying that they should be allowed to decide
the question. It is not only to the copies of
this authority that are already abroad that I
can refer, but every reprint preparing for cir-
culation confirms that authority, Those men
are training children; they bave sons who will
be either taught principles and instilled with
feelings that will lead them to rally round the
old flag of England, or will lead them beneath
a foreign standard to attempt, perhaps, the hu-
miliation of England. When I see that I feel
that my aunthority for maintaining the rights
of the geople is strong and conclusive, and
should be recognised as such by this Legisla-
tare. In order to meet the sophistry and des-
troy the cobwebs which some gentlemen learn-
ed in the law are disposed to weave about the
question, it i8 not necessary to labor the argu-
went. Icare not how many precedents from
Blackatone is brought—I care not if they bring
old Blackstone himself from the grave—there
" is a principle of common sense that wouid
trample them all under foot and proclaim that
this right belongs to the people. Tha very term
“regponsible government” tells us that the peo-
ple should deside the question. Rosponsible to
whom? Pass the bill and your responsibility
is at an_end. Our system of Government
implies that you have either had the sanction
of the people ot intend to return to them for
ratification. This bill does not contemplate
that you should do that, for the vary Act
desiroys the constitution, and is contrary to
the term — Responsible Government. The

gontlemen who have spoken on the other side
wffect to treat lightly the opinion of the
people,—but who gave us all our positions?
Who sent us here bat the people? It is but a
fow yeara since they and all of us were por-
tions of the people, and now forsooth, because
they are placed in power beyond the control
of their constituents they presume to iguore
the rights of those who sent them here, and
to destroy tho hand that lifted them to posi-
tions of honor. I cac scarcely restrain my
foeling within reasonable bounds when I seo
the deiermination of gentlemen opposite to
ignore the feelings and rights of the people on
this question. We ate told that the country
has not been taken by sorprisa—that this is no
new question, but I maintain that it is an en-
tire surprige. It is true that for many years
the subject of a union of British America has
been from time to time discussed, but we all
know that these discussions were considered
more theoretical than practical, and not the
least importance was attached to them as being
likely to affect the countty.

Reference has been madejto theiaction of the
Legislature in 1861, when Mr, Howe, whose
name has been 8o frequently mentioned in this
discussion, moved a resolution declaring that
the subjectof Union had been from time to
time considered, and that as serious obstacles
existed, which counld only be removed by
conaultation of the leading men of all the Co-
lonies, a delegation should be appointed with
the view of setting the question at rest, That
delegation met, and it resulted in no action
being taken by this Legislature or by the peo-
ple. The delegates no daubt found it impossi-
ble to reconcile the conflicting Jnterests exist-
ing among the Province, and they. made this
report, setting it, as a public quéstion, as waa
beliaved, at rest. It may be sald that Canada
was not anxious for Union at that period,—
but in 1858 they had asked for it by a des-
patch signed by Messrs. Cartier and Gals,
men who were prominent in thke Quebec Con-
ference. That despatch declared that the
harmonious working of their constitution had
been rendered almost an impossibility, and
asking for a Fedoerative Union ot the Provia-
ces of British North America on “ grounds pe-
caliar to Canada.” .

In 1858, then, you had Canadian ministers
expressing a desire for union, and declaring,
through a public despatch thas the administra-
tion of government Lad been almost an impos-
sibility in Cavada; and when Mr, Howe went
in 1861 to 8ot the questioh at rest, the desire
existad on the part of Canada to overcoms the
difficulties of their system, and to nnite with
us. Why, then, this being the case, was nos
the Union accomplished? Tha language of
the resolution is, “by mutual consultation,”
implying that there should be mutual conces-
sion: and perhaps the main reason why a ba-
sis of union was not then arranged was that
the Canadians ware unwilling to make such
concessions as Mr. Howe, in a_due regard for
the interests of Nova Scotia, believed should
be made befors we went into any Union —
Aud let me ask bere what coucessions
they have made in the scheme under
consideration? It is impossible for the de-
legates to lay thoir finger on a ‘single fea-

tare in this scheme and say, there i8 some-
thing that has been conceded to us by Canada
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as a compensation for the great loss we shall
sustain in going into this Union. Then I say
that in 1863, when the elections took place, the
question, as a public question, had been set at
rest, and did not come under consideration at
the hustings., Take the speech of the Provin-
oial Secretary in 1864, when he introduced the
resolution for a Maritime Upion, and you will
find that the idea of a Confederation with Ca-
nada, whatever he may have said about it in
his lecture at St. John, was not entertained by
him as being likely to yield any practical re-
sult. He says in that speech:—

“The proposal which was mads and sdvocated
with such singular ability by wy hon. friend the
leader of the Government several years ago in this
Leﬁillamre was for 8 Legislative Union ot the whole
British Amerioan Provinces. On that occasion the
whole subject of a Union of the Colonies wasso fully
and ably discussed by the leading minds of both sides
of the Legislature as to render it unnecessary that
any great amount of attention er time should be oo-
ou})led in golng over the grounds which have besn eo
ably detailed. But difficulties have been found—and
I may say insuperable difficulties—in grappling with
that which so many of the ablest minds in this coun-
try have advocated in eonnection with this guhject.
The union of the Maritime Provinces with Canada
has hitherto prasented insarmountable obstacles.

“1 believe that tobs a question which far transcends
in its difficulties ths power of any human advocacy
$> accomplish.”

In 1864, when this gentleman was on the
delegation, ho declared to the people of Cana-
da that the people of this Province were un-
informed on this question. That was a year
after the elections had taken place. This was
his language as found in that report of his
speech published by Mr. Whelen, of P. E. Is-
land, on page 67 :—

‘‘Uninformed as the public mind in the Lower Pro-
vinces was on this quastion, the visit and the state-
ments made by the gentlemen conneoted with the
Government of Canags have aroused attention to it,”

Here, then, we have the acknowledgment
made, after the election of this House, that the
public mind was not awake to it,—not even
when this question was about to assume a
vractical shape; and yet we are now told that
the country was not taken by surprise, and in
the House of Commons that the subject was
discussed at every polling booth.

The Prov. Sec, however, claims that the in-
telligent sentiment of the country is with him;
—if that be true the hon. gentleman’s course is
simple and plain,—what objection can he have
to presenting this question to the people and
saying, “will you 'who are to be affected for
weal or woe by this measure accept it?”" The
answer he gives is that party feeling is so
high that a fair decision cannot be obtained at
the polls, but he has the proof that party feel-
ing will not interfere when he has seen gentle-
men from bis own side of the Mouse rallying
into opposition, and leading gentlemen formerly
opposed to him in politics forgetting the ties of
party and going to his support. This is the best
proof that the question overrides party feeling,
and that feeling will not intorfere with its just
counsideration atthe polls. The question has as-
sumed such importance that no man should al-
low partyspirit toinflasnce his condues in oppo-
sition to his justconvictions, I for one honestly
believe the measure to be wrong, and I will co-
opsrate with any man holding this opinion and
willing to oppose the scheme from beginning
to end. This, I olaim, is the only question be-

fore the country,—all other parties and all other
questions are for the time heing set completely
aside, and the ouly plank in the platform of the
party with which I wish to co-operate ia the "
determination to stop or repeal the measure.
Men, to whatever side they may belong, may
express various opinions about the present
state and proposed organization of the empire,
but the only principle which I can recognize:
is that this thing must be stopped. Because a
leading man connected with the Province bas
chosen to write an article on the state of the em-
pire, the Prov. Sec. has undertaken to say that
is our platform, and that we are bound to stand
or fall by it—that we are bound to present
something in opposition to the scheme which
they have submitted. But I tell him we pos-
sessed a satisfactory system of government
before this scheme was brought here. Letme
now say a word or two respecting the Organi-
zation of the Empire. It has been time and
again stated and acknowledged that the weak-
est portion of the British Empire is B. N. Ame-
rica, and we, placed ulongside so powerful
a neighbour see and feel the truth of the state-
ment. When last night this subject was
touched, my imagination pictured the hor-
rors of a watr between England and America
with Nova Scotia for the battle ground as it
would be. The picture presented I cannot find
larguage to describe, nor can the most vivid
imagination truly paint the desolation which
would come upon us shounld the demon of war
drive his horrid ploughshares over this fair
Province. The very graves of our fathers
would be uprooted and their cherished dust
scattered to the winds. Every man sees and
feels, moreover, that the chances of war with
us are greatly increased by our comuection
with the mother country. Yet stili if treated
a8 men, permitted to enjoy legitimate rights,
the British feeling within us will lead us to
maintain at all bazards, our allegiance and
our connection with Old England, and to con-
tribute our all; if it comes upon us, to give new
triumphs to British arms and new Justre to
British fame. Placed in this position—the
weakest of the Empire—what does Mr, Howe
propose? Simply, to strengthen and protect
the weak point by bringing to our aid all the
might and power of two hundred and fifty
millions of British subjects; whiist the dele-
gates would bring at most but thirty millions
to the help of a people perhaps divided in sen-
timent, or a8 we verily believe leave us to the
protection of this new nationality alone. As
was said here last evening Nova Scotia must
belong to some great naval power. We are
so sitnated that a gunboat can shell al-
mcst any part of our territory, and not only
the treasures of coal and minerala we have
within call for protection, but our commerce
without; our ships on every sea demand it;
and yet this scheme which is being forced
upon us will leave us only to the protaction
of Canada. What! leave us only un-
der the protection of Canada? What ab-
surdity: Why, sir, it could not protect one
of our potato shallops Put one in_ the har-
bour and bring to its protection the wholenavy
of Canada, and there is hardly = fifth rate
naval power in the world but would consider
it a light task to take possession of the boat
and perhaps pelt ita defenders to death-with
the cargo. And then as to the proteotion of
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our fisheries against the Americans—it is sim-
ply prepesterous. They could not protect a
smoked herring in Digby, much less a live cod-
fish or a school of mackarel sporting alongz our
coast. And feeling the force of these facts
aud the importasce of our position, we are
told that in declining to form this conneciion
and set up shop in this new concern in compa-
ny with Canada, we are disloyal; and all
through the story these gentlemen have been
preaching to us about loyalty. They rightly
estimatad, to a great extent, the feelings of the
country when they played upon that word.
They have from the outset labored to make us
believe that the measure was forced on us by
the mother country in crder that the feelings
ot attachment and the desire to yield to the
wishes of the parent state mighs lead us tofav-
or the connection, and time and again we
have been accused of disloyalty in declining
to gointo this copartnership.

I may be here pardoned for referring to the
faet that the history of Canada has shown that
her peopls have not always paid dus respect
to tha British flag. No such charge, bowever,
could be made agaiust ous pennle, and it would
seem, from the despatches which have been
made public during the disenesion of this ques-
tion, that the statesmen of England felt a gacu-
rity 80 long as we remained loyal :and were
not tampered with hy the Canadians, It
seems that on the 27th of January, 1860,
the Duke of Newcastle sent a despatch
marked *“confidential,” in which ho com-
manded that no delezates shouli be sent
to confer with other Provinces withont per
mission fron the Home Government. or with-
out the occasion of their conference first baing
stated to him. So far, tben, from the British
Government forzing the union upon uy, our
Government were obliged to obtain permis-
sfon before these gentlemen could o upon the
delegation. The Lisut. Governor says, in a
despatch dated the 18th July:—

« It saems proper that 1 should ca!l your attention
to the despatch of the 27th Janunry, 1860, marked
+ gonfidential,’ addressed to my uredegessor by his
Grace the Duke of Newcastle. In that deipateh hiz
Grace, whilst apparently expressing nyu disappreval
of the discussion of such & queation as that which is
now imwminent, coacludes with tha following instrue-
tion: * Previous to sending delegates to Quebec or
nigawhere, such & proposal should not ba autborized
by yourself without previous communication with
the Secretary of Stato, in order that the qustion of
the delegates and the instructions to be given them
may be known beforchand to Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment.l »

‘We have in the public despatches the clenr-
est proof that the question originated with the
delegates themselves : they churned up the
whole matter in order to butter the fingers of a
few leading politiciaus; and having done so,
they tell us we are disloyal because we ave un-
willing to adopt it. 'We refuse rather because
wa feel that our loyalty might be affected by
the connection. Cavada has been, within the
recollection of men around me, twice in cpen
insurrection, and within a faw yoears
there has appeared a wmanifestn declaring
that annexation to the United Siates was

the only remedy for the political evils of

the country. That manifesto was signed by

many public men who have since occupied
prominent positions in her Parliament and
Government; and yet we are called disloyal
beoause we refuse to join with her. I ask

gentlemen around me—men of family, who
have perhaps danghters whose beauty, whose
accomplishments and virtae is their just pride,
and whose fair name they wonld at all hazards
maintain,—I ask them what they would say
if such a daughter was publisly charged with
a want of modesty and virtue for no beiter rea-
son thana refusal to shars the bed of one twice
taken in adultery—one who declared publicly
(as in that mauvifesto) a dstermination to again
play the harlot? I tell the hon. gentleman
tkat if there be any disloyalty in the question,
or any show of disloyalty, he and his friends
have given it. We have been told that Mr.
Howe and the other people’s delegates are dia-
loyal because they referred to the temptations
to annexation, in the case which they placed
bofore the British Parliament. Is there any
disloyalty in telling the whole truth? Was it
not the duty of these gentlemen, as public men
writing a letter to Imperial statesmen, to
present all the features of the question? When
the Financial Secretary gave that tanut, did
he forget that that distingnished statesman
Lord Durham, in his report to Her Majesty on
the state of these Provinces, took the very same
course? Earl Durham came out, and examin-
ed and understood the whole case of the Cann-
das; he naw the position of the country, and
doms not serm to think he makea himself
amenable to the charge of dislovalty in stating
the whole truth, and in drawing attention to
the contrast which exists on the teo sides of
the boundary line. Lord Durham savs:—

¢ Throughout the courae of tha preceding pares I
have constantiy had occasion to refer to this com-
trast. 1 havenct hesitated to do so. though no man‘s
just prida in his couniry and drm attachment to its
ingtitutions can he mora deeply shooked by the mor-
tifyint sdmission of interiority. Bot I should i1l dis-
charge my duty to Your Mejesty—I shounld give but
an imperfect view of tha real condition cf these Pro-
vinces—wero I to detsil mere statistical fants, with-
out describing tha feelings which they generate in
thosa who observe them daily, and daily experience
their influence on their own fortunes. The contrast
whieh I hava described is the theme ot every travell-
or who vigits thage countrics and who observes on
one side of tha line the ahundance, ard on the other
1he rearcity of every sign of material prosperity which
thriving agriculture and flourishing cities indicate,
and of civilization, which schools and churches testi-
fv, even to the outward senses

It cannot be denied indeed that the continuavce
of 'the many practical grievances which I have de-
saribed a3 subjecis of complaint, and, abova all, the
determined resistance to such a system of responsible
govarnment a3 gives the people a real control over its
own destinies, have, together with the irritation cans-
ed by the late insurrection, indusad a Jarge portion of
the population to look with envy at_the material
prosperity of their neighbours in "the United States
under 2 fres and eminently responsible #overnment,
and in despair of obtaining such benefits under their
present institutions, to desire the adoption of a Re-
putligan constitution, or even an incorporation into -
the American Union.”

Hore this statesman tells her Majesty that
very strong tomptations to annexation exist-
ed, which can only be counteracted by giving
to them (the Canadians) the control of their
own institntions and revenues. e puts this
in atronger and clearer terms than those used
by Mr, Howe and his associates? and I have
yeot to learn that Earl Durham was for this
ever charged with & want of loyalty. Mr.
Howo, after baving presented the case, and

exhibited the temptationt which exist to an-
nexation provided cur rights are overriiden
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and disregarded, says that if wo are left un-
disturbed and with the control of our revenues
there wili be no thoughts of anvexation. Lis-
ten to thig conclusion:— -

“ We have thus, my lord, simply statad the cica a3
resented to us by General Banks and the Quebso
sonfederation. With all the temptations offared uz

at Washirgton, we ask simply to be let alone, or we
ask to be folded to our mother’s hosony, ard not cast
cut into the wilderness of untrird experiments and
political speculation. Nova Sootia ssys to England,
as Ruth said to Nacmi, ¢ Whers you go we will go;
your people shall be our people.” This lova and sffoc.
tion spring from a thousand sources thnt we need
not linger to describe, but which it would be & fatal
mistake to suppose can ever beo transfarred. You
cannot endorse our hearts or cur allegiance ovar to
the Canadians as you wonld a note of hand.”

These were the sentimants offarsd by Mr.
Howe, and for which the Financial Secretary
-undertakes to make the charge of disloyalty.
I only wish that there were more wmen in the
British Empire who gave as truoe and firm al-
legianca to the Crown as Joseph Howe. I
wish Nova Scotia had more sons occupying the
exalted position in which he stands, and as
mindfal of her interests. In all his actions
and speeches the interest of the Provinces
appears uppermost, and one cannot but be re-
minded of the Persian ambassador who took
with him to France a turf dug from the 8oil of
his own land, to which every morning he paid
religions salutation, so that he might bear
throughout the day the recollection of his
country, and labor for her advantage. 8o is it
with Mr. Howe; he seoms ever to have with
him a recollection of his conntry and her in-
terests, while other politicians go on dele-
gations or embassies, engage in exhanstive
festivities and in salutations to the pro-
ducts of other countries forget the interests of
their own,

‘We are told that we are disloyal on acronnt
of our allies, of some expression made by
public men in the neighboring States in con-
nection with this matter. You will remember
that at at the period of the Canadian insurrec-
tion a largs amount of sympathy was mani-
fected by the people of the Untted States with
the Canadas, and what does Earl Durham tell
us in his report as the reason why thatsym-
pathy was drawn towards the Caunadizns?
‘Was the belisf that there was a desire to vio-
late the constitution of the country, and to
take from the Provinces the control of their
xavénues ? He thinks that was sufficient
cause for the peoplo who bad taken so much
pride in their war of independence to bestow
their sympathy, ard {t may be that the peoplo
on that side of the line 100k on this measure ns
an attempt to take from tbe people of this co-
lony their constitution, and to deprive them
of the conirol of their measures without their
oonsent, But, becanse theso neople live on
that side of the line are they the less able to
Jndge of the merits of the question?

Ihold, as I have said, if there be any dis-
loyalty in the malter it i8 on th) part of those
who here and elsewhere Are attempting to
force on us this schemo of Confederation, ani
are thereby weakening the Empire and en-
dangering our connection with England. I
need hardly remind the house of the term
which these gentlemen have used: we are to
form a “new nation,” the Confederation is to
be a “new nationality,” and these terms im-

ply that it is to be separate and distinct from
the mother country. I turn back to the de-
bate on tha Canzdian Militia Bill in 1863, and
there I find one of the Ministry, Mr. McGee
declaring that he favored coanection with Bri-
tain merely that Canada might have time to
grow and s'rengthen and obtain the Maritime
element—*to give Canads and the other
provinces time to bs linked together, and be-
becorae & great united natiouw.” Herq is
the declaration of one of the Canadian Minis-
try, and again you have the Prov Sec declar-
ing in the followiog laugnaga that the object
of promorirg union was to effect a clisnge in
the system of Government. At a pubhe din-
ner at Qushec he ured thia languags ~“When
ir i8 understood tha~ the object of this meeting
of delegates is to ascertain whether the time
has not come whon a more ussful system of
government can ba devised for these Bri:ish
American Provincer, T need not say its im-
portaunce is ons which it i8 impossible 1o over~
estimate ” Again—" Ay was observed by Mr,
Cartier, great as ig your country, large as is
your population, inexbaustible as are your re-
sources, the maritime provinces have some-
thing to give you equally essential to the form-
ation of a great nation.”

Hon. Pro SEC.—Go ou—the mors the bet-

ter.

Mr, McLELAN—Yes, the more the better,
provided the people of this contry desired to
change their systen: of governraent, and, if
it were possible, to make of these disjointed
provinces stretching along almost the whole
length of & continent, a united and prosperous
nation. If the provinces, laid side by side
as one with one interest, extending over the
whole from a cominon centre, you might
talk of forming a nation, and say * the more
the better,” but you are in this attempting phy-
sical impossibilities; and will only bring into
conflict separate and distinct interes's, which
can onty bs worked harmoniously from Eng-
land or some other independent centre. Let
me just say to ths hoa. gentleman—* That
which God hath pul asunder let no man as-
tempi to join.”

But Mr, Arcbibald seers also to have aspi-
rations after a new nationality, I find him using
this lanquage in Canada, “ Nova Scotiacame:
not asking Canada to accept her, but she told
Caunada that with the magznifizent hack coun-
try of the lstter, and her territory and wealth
and her desiro tn become a great nation, Nova
Scotia had o frontier and resources of which
she need not ba ashamed; butif sho enjoyed as

she did, all the advautages and free-
dom ot resposible institutions, why
was she desirous to changs her rela-

tions? The time had arrived when wa
were about to assume the pusition of a great
nation, and such being the case wo should not
sbrink from its responsibilities,” T tell him
that Nova Scotia wasnot * desirous to change
her relations;” ber people regard our ralations
with the Mother Country with just pride,—
and the gentlemen who give utterance to such
sentiments and expross such desires are not
exactly the men to tannt us with disloyalty.
Mr, McOully also on a subsequent festive og-
casion talks of furnishing the maritime ele-
ment for a new nation. : .
But if we are chargenble with disloyalty be-
cause of our allies, what of the allies of the
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hon. delegates? The hon. member for South
Colchester in a letter to his fellow-country-
men, claimed to have allias in the United
States—allies reflocting his opinions. and
among them Le named the New York Albion.
What does that paper say a few we:ks after
when speaking of the formation of a nation in-
dependent of Great Britain.

¢ We favor and even warmly advocate Confedera-
rion witha view to the ullimate realization of these
cherished anticipations.”

And in another number the sawme paper
says—

4 The colonists. unaccustomed to national responsi-
bilities, have been slow to move in the direction so
plainly suggested, namely that of a separate national
existence entirely independent of the mother country.
But, finally aroused to the absolute necessity of an
tion in thiz direction, A SCHEME WITH THIS END IN
vizw has been proposed snd very generally accepted.
Led by the stronger ber of the Provincial family,
the Contederation of all the Provinces, we are
hsppz to say, is mow very near an actusl! realiza-
tion.

Another of their allies (the London Standard)
referring to the means tried to carry out the
scheme, declares that it endangers the relations
of the Mother Country—and quotes Mr. Oliphant
a8 authority to say that no genuine effort was
made by the Government te secure a renewal of
the Reciprocity Treaty, without which Ceonfede-
ration could not have been secured, and adds the
attempt to dragoon the Provinces into Cenfede-
ration is dangerous to the relations of the Celo-
nies with the Mother Country. I may add this
gentleman is not alone in the opinion that no
genuine effort was made to secure the renewal of
the treaty,~—Mr. Brown withdrew from the Can-
adian Government, dissenting from his collea-
gues mainly on account of the inefficiency of the
policy pursued to effect the end in view.

1 feel that I have already occupied more time
than belongs to me, but let me say before I re-
sume my scat, that the events of the last few
months—within the last few weeks—should ope-
rate, as a powerful influence on the members of
the House and on the people of the country. We
have been told time and again that the British
Government were anxious to have the seheme
carried out, and were making its adoption one of
the conditiuns on which our defence should be
continued ; but although a large number of sta-
tesmen may be desirous, from mistaken
views of the question, to have this union
formed, yet there is justice and manli-
ness enough in them to induce them
to say on all occasions that they will not
coerce us into it. 'They are telling us and have
told us, that they are omitting Newfoundland and
Prince Edward Island from the measure, because
nothing can deccive them into the belief that the

ple of those Provinces are favorable to union.
‘Fl(:e Provincial Secretary said that Lord Car-
narvon asked whom he was to accept as authori-
ties on this question, it not the men who conduc-
ted the Government; and he (Prov. Secy.) hav-
ing claimed that a majority of the people were
in favor of union, goes to the Colonial Office and
states it for a fact, The Colonial Secretary de-
cides that he must accept the statement as au-

thoritative, and having obtained amajority in the
Legislature, the measure received the support of
the Imperial Government; but these who support
it in the British Parliment say, all through their
speeches, thatif the people are unwilling,it should
not be forced upon them. The men who knew
what the feelings of this country are, and who
know that thereis no desire on the part of the
British Government to coerce us, should now,
with this opportunity given, pay deference and
respeet to the wishes of the people. The Prov.
Sec. tells us that the man would be an idiot who
would dissolve Parliament as long as he could
command a majority. If that doctrine were car-
ried out, it would be found one of the most tyran-
nical and monstrous that could be uttered : men
have lost their heads for putting in practice doc-
trines less obnoxious. Does he mean thatsolong
as a man can by any means, however corrupt,
command a majority in Parliament, he may do
what he pleases with the people and their pro-
perty ? No such doctring can be maintained :
there must be some limit, and the men whom the
people have sent here to transaet their business,
and to go back to them with an account of their
stewardship, should consider that this question
affects the ‘people and their posterity, and they
should not assume the unnecessary responsibility
of passing it without their instructions, lest,when
the evils of this union are realized, they live to
be perpetually reproached for their action — live
to be told that, members of Parliament though
they were, they had no more right to force this
measurc upon their countrymen than they will
have to enter Heaven with se great a crime
against the manhood of Nova Scotia unrepent-
ed of.

Speach of Mr. Arcnibald.

Mr. ArcHIBALD. said :—I confess to some
embarrassment in addressing the House at
this moment. My. hon. friend has deliver-
ed to us a most impassioned harangue. Not
content with giving us his views in the most
emphatic manner—not content with an
nouncing that no good will come in this
world to those of Confederate faith—he goes
on farther, and in his closing sentences
shuts us out from any hopes of happiness
in the world to come. (Laughter.) Is it
any wonder that [ should fee%a little em-
barrassed 1n rising to speak after being thus
formally excluded irom everlasting blisa.
(Renewed laughter.)

One thing at all events I shall notaim at.
I shall not attempt to soar to the heights my
hon. friend has reached. [ feel that these
lofty flights are beyond me—that my pro-
vince is the more prosaic one of common
gense—and T shall assume that after the
House has recovered its self-possession, it
will be disposed to listen to something that,
if it does not appeal to their imaginations—
at all events does to their intelligence and
their judgment. ' e
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I regret that it was not my good fortune

to be present at the earlier part of the dis-
cussion. I have not had the opportunity of
hearing the learned mover of the amend-
ment put his case before the House—nei-
ther have I had the satisfaction of hearing
the answer given to it by the Provincial Se-
cretary. All that I can gather as to the line
of argument pursued by these gentlemen is
what I can infer from the tenor of the
speeches of my hon. friend, and one or two
of those gentlemen who heve preceded him
—and therefore in what I have to say, I
may be repeating what has already been
said to the House, in which case I trust
they will forgive me, as I may be misap-
preﬂendingt e views propounded by gen-
tlemen on the other side—and if Igo,l
shall be glad to be put right, as I proceed.

Now, sir, as I understand the question be
fore the House, the resolution affirms the
doctrine that all great questions ought to be
first deliberately reviewed by a Legislature
aad then submitted to the polls before the
Legislature is in a position to deal with
them. This is the doctrine which the learn-
ed mover calls on the House to sanction by
a deliberate vote.

Now, sir, this question has been before
the public since 1864. It is a question
touching a fundamental doétrine of the Bri-
tish Constitution. How are we to ascertain
what is, or what is not constitutional ? Is it
not by examining practice and precedents
of that august assembly on which our own
is modelled? Is it not by consulting those
writers on constitutional history who ex
pound and develop the principles of which
theso precedents and practices are the illus-
trations? In the adjoining library are the
records of the House of Commons since the
earliest history of the empire. They are
open to everiy gentleman who wishes to in-
form himself, and doubtless have been re-
sorted to for the purpose. There will be
found every incident in the long history of
legislation in the mother country. Can the

* learned mover of this resolution point out,
in that vast treasury of constitutional usages,
a single precedent for the doctrine he un-
dertakes to preach? Or does he ask us to
believe that, in these latter days, a new
light has dawned on him, and that it is our
duty to accept the fresh revelation ?

I think I may safely conclude from the
speech of my hon friend who has just sat
down, that the mover of this resolution has
been able to quote no authority for ~his
views. When I find my hon friend desert-
ing the records and the books—when I find

e cannot quote even a text Wwriter in his

favour—when I find him driven to say that
he has no other authority for his doctrine
than the expression of the faces of the peo-
ple in his neighborhood—Iask myself if he
thinks so poorly of the intelligence of this
house as to suppose they will accept such
an authority for a constitutional doctrine.
My hon friend’s reasoning would be in place
in a farce.

Mr. S. CampBELL—Itis a tragedy.

Mr. ArcHiBaLD—Then it is a very com-
ical kind oftragedy. Letmy hon friend ad-
dress our reason or our judgment—Ilet him

uote authority or precedent. Let him give
the opinions of lawyers, of historians, of

hilosophers, or of statesmen, and I listen to
Eim with deference. But when he talks of
measuring the length and the breadth of the
faces of his neighbours, and asks us to ac-
cept that as an argument, can he wonder
that T consider sunh reasoning as bordering
on farce. But my hon friend has good
grounds for not resorting to authority or pre-
cedent; they are all the other way. The
idea of a legislature having no power to de-
cide except upon questions that have been
sent to the polls for the opinion of the pee-
pleis entireli un-English. A doetrine to
that extent has never been propounded
even in the republican institutions of our
neighbours, but so far as there is any foun-
dation at all for such a doctrine, it is repub-
lican and American as opposed to British
and constitutional principles. Do I wish
the house to take my unsupported assertion
ou this subject? No.

Let me turn to one or two British authori-
ties on this subject. Hallam devoted a
large portion of his life to the study of con-
stitutional questions. He is accepted as an
authority of great weight on these subjects.
The learned member for Guysborough will
admit that his authority is entitled to great
deference. What does hesay? In speak
ing of the Septennial Act passed in 1717,
Hallam says :—

« Nothing can be move extravagant than what is
sometimes confiden ]y pretended by the ignorant,
that the Legislature exc-rded its rights by this enact-
ment, or, it that caruot ba legally advanced, that it at
lesst violated the trust of the peopls and broke in
upon the ancient constitution.”

Now, what was the character of that act?
A Parliament had bzen elected in 1715, under
a law which gave it a duyration of thrce years,
Under that law it would have expired in 1718 ;
yet in the year before its expiration a bill was
brought in and became law which extended it
to 1722, giving it a duration more than double
that for which it hal been elected. Surely, if
ever there w~as an act which illustrates the
power of Parliament. this was one. They were
elected for a term, and before that term was
completed, without any appeal to the people,



32

DEBATES AND PROCEEDINGS

they step in and double, and more than double,
the ter:: for which they had been elected ; and
that act, so pagsed, has continued ever since
and is the law of the land at this moment in
Eugland. I could quotec Blackstone and Coke,
and other legal writers, coinciding i these
views with Mr. Hallam ; but let me ask vour
attention to the dec'arztions of British states=
men on this snbject  Surely, if any two men
could be found in the long line of British public
men who mcre than othera could be considerea
practical statesme , these men are Mr. Pitt and
Sir Robert Peel—the men who guided the des-
tinies of Emngland in times of great peril, and
whose reputations are a source of pride to the
country to which they belonged. During Mr.
Pitt’s administration, some gentlemen in oppo-
sition propounded the doctrine which is em-

bodied in the resolution row b fore the House.-

Mr. Pitt took issue upon the doctrine in these
emp: atic words :—

*This point, sir, is of 82 much importarce that X
think I ought not to suffer the opportanity to pass
without illustratiog more fully what I mean. It this
srlncip)e o' the incompeteney of Parliament to the

ecigion of the massara be ad mitted, or if it be con~

tended that I'artiament has no legitimate authority.

to discuse ard dneide upon it, you will ba driven to
the necersity of recognizing a principle the most
dangerous that can ever ba adopted in any civilized
state—I mozan the principle that Pacliameat cannot
adopt any imeasura new in its nature and of greatim-
som.nce without appealing to the constituent and

elegating authority for direstiom. If that doctrine
be t:ue, look to what an extent it will carry youn. If
such an argument could be set up and maintained.
you acted without legislutive authority when you
created the vepresentation of the Principality of
Wales or of either of the Counties Palatins of Eng-
land. X¥very law that Parliament ever made without
that appeat—either as to its own frame and constitu-
tion. as to the qualification cf the electors or the
elected, as to the great and fundamenrtal point of the
succassion to the Crown -wwas a breach of treaty and
an act o usurpation.

“What must bo said by those who have at any
time beeun friendd to any plan of Parliamentary Ka.
form, aud particulatiy such ashave been most recent-
ly brought forward cither in Great Britsin or Ire-
land, Whatever may have been {hought of the
propriety of the measurs, I never heard any doubt
ot tha competency of DParliament to consider and
disouss it. Yet I defy any man t> maintain the
principl® of those plans without contending that,
as a member of Parliament, he possesses a right
to copcur in disfranchising those who sent
him to Parliamsnt, and to selzct others by whom he
was not elected iu their stead. I am gure that no suf-
ficlent distinntion in point of principle can besuccess-
fully maintoiced for a sivgle moment, norehould I
deem 1t negeeanty Yo dwell on this point in tha man-
ner thst do, were I not convircea that it i con-
nected in prrt with ail these falso an _dangerous no-
tiors cnthe subject of government which have iate-
y becomes to prevalent in the worid ”’

In 184G Sir Robert Peel was called upon to
deal with the questionof the Corn Law, in a
Parliament which had been elected in 1841. Te
subject of this law had been before the people
at the elections, and, as far as the returns in-
dicated, the people had sustained the law. Yet
Sir Robert Peel had no hesitation, in the very
teeth ot this verdict, of introducing a bill which
he felt was required by the eircumstances of the
eountry, and when taunted with the position he
had assumed, he adopted and approved the doc-

trioe of his
phatic:—

* That, I thizk, wou:d have been s ¢ dangirous pre-
cedent’ for a minister to admit that the existing.Le-
gi:latura waz incompotent to the ontertainment of
any qaestion. That iz a precedent whieh I would
not esinblish-  \Whatever may hava been the circum-
stangrs thit may have taken placs it an eliction, 1
n ver won!d sapstion tha view that any House ot
Commons i? incompetent to enteriain a measura thai
is necessa:y to the well-being of the community. 1f
you were to admit that doctrire, you wou!d staice the
foundation on which many of tho best !aws are
piaced.” . .

When, tharefore, I fiud the philesopher in
his closet, and the statesman in the cabivet,
combined t» reject tho doetrine propounded in
this Revolution, as unsnited to the genius of
the British constitution—when I find the op-
posite doctrine proclaimed and acted oo—when
I find a parliament elected for thres years
extendiug its life to reven—when I find
a parliament oxcluding from one of its
branches at one time the entire body of bis-
tops—when I find even the succession to the
throne cbanged from one dynasty to another
—and all these acts of sovereignty psrformed
without any pretences that Parliament had no
right to do them without first appealing to the
polls, I ask myself on whatgrounds the mover
of this resolution can expect this house to de=
clare as a fundamental doctrine of the consti-
tution, one entirely alien to its genius and cha-
racter— no wan kuows better than himsslr
that it is so.

Now, sir, whils U entirely contest the doc-
trine of my hon. friend as to the necessity of
appealing to the people, I do not pretend to
say that (he respousibility which devolves
upon a member of this House is not one
which should be exercised with great discro-
tion,

Mr. CAMPBELL:—Hear, hear.

Mr. ARCHIBALD —I am glad-to find this
sentiment meet with the approval of the hon.
member. But when he cheers my declaration
that the question is one of discretion he gives
up his whole case. He admits, as the member
for Halifax admitted, that the house had the
full power and right, and that the only ques-
tion for consideration is this, Is the measure
submitted to the houss of such a character as
to challenge approval? Isthachauge propos-
ad to he made, demanded by the circumstances
in which we are placed? Is it » measure
which will contribute to the real welfare of the
people? On this ground I am prepared to

col ip1. and on this graund the battle should
ba fonght. )

Befors adverting 1o somo of the argunments .
of the member for East Halifax, I must notice
one or two observations of my hon. friend from
Londonderry.

The hon. gentleman has reférred to a speech
of mine made in Canada, and has quoted an
observation in it in reference to the change of
relations which Confederation would make,
with aview to create the impredsion that I
contemplated n change in our connection with
the Motber Couotry. But surely my hon.
friend could hardly wish me to suppose he
could misunderstand the purport of these ob-
servations, The chauge to which I referred
was in our relations to each other. The rela-
tions of the Confederated Provinces to the

predecessor in words equally em-
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Mother Country will be the same, ay more in-
tim%e and gecure, than those which the separ-
te Provinces now hold to her.

Idon’t know that Ifully comprehend the
purport of my hon friend’s quotation from the
Standard, but I understood it to be a censure
upon the British Government for allowing the
Reeciprocity Treaty to drop, with a view to
create a feeling in ravour of Confederation,and
that no effort was made on their part or on the
part of Canada to renew it. I am surprised
at such a statement being quoted in this house,
where the factsare so well known. The treaty
was not dropped by Great Britain; it was ter-
minated by the positive ace: ot the United
States; and so far from Canada nothaving ex-
erted herself to obtain a renewal of it, her pub-
lic men went further with that object than the
peonle of this country could detand. They were
willing to enter into arraniements not secured
by treaty, but dopendent apon reciprocal legis-
lation; aud I consider it as fortunate, and 1 be-
lieve the peopleof this coantry consider it for-
tunate, that we escaped a position which was
one of degrading subservience to the caprices
of American legislators. I apprehend that if
there was a mistake at all in these negocia-
tions, it was on the part of the Britiskh Govern-
ment and oun the part of the Canadians to ex-
hibit an anxiety for the renewal of the treaty
30 great that the authorities of the Union were
Jed to helisve we could not exist without it,
and . that to keep us without it would
dragoon us into a clossr counection with
themselves. Wehavelived and we have pros-
gerod without it, and having shewn the United

tates that their trade, bowever important it
may be, is not indispenaable to us, we have
laid the foundation for a renewal of the treaty
upon .equitable and fair terms.

My hon. friend seems to have a great horror
of & fatare natiopal exiatenca. I should like
to ask him what he looks forward to in the
future, Does bhe imagina that for all timeto
come these Provinces, which in 20 years hence
will count 8 millions of people, and which
within the life-time of mauny now born, will
somprise & population larger thau that of the
British Isles; does he suppose that this enor-
mons population is for all time to come
to be governsd from Downing street? Eighty
years ago a country wiih a population less than
we now possess. irritated at what it consider-
¢d oppressiye exactions on the part of the Mo-
ther Country, asserted and achieved its inde-
pendence. That country has added to its

pulation in & century more than England
gou since the Norman conquest. Does my
hon friend imagine that by any possibility these
States could have countinued to this moment
dependencies upon the country, frem which
they sprang. Noegit; thereis an infancy and
a yoush and a waturi'y in nations as there is
in men; and while I yield to no man in my de-
sie to rétain the connection which we have
with thé Parent State, while I trnst and hope
hat the day may be far distant when the ties
that udite us may be severed, I cannot shut
my eyes to the fact that in the future—how-
ever distant that. future may be—we sghall

ave to assume the responeibilities of a sepe-
“rate national existence. When that time
shall come, it is the interest of Great Britain
as it is our interest, that we should enter up-
and youth.

on this change of position with institutions
adapted to the new attitnde we shall have to
assume. That we shonld ba able to continue
as the friend and ally of England, the exist-
oence which we began as'her dependency. And
that we should illustrate in the affectionate
aitachment wae shall bear to the parent state,
the result of the liberal and generous treatment
which she has dealt out to us in our infancy
I bave asgertea that I do not cousider it con-
stitutionaily necessary to send this questionto
the polls. I de not mean to assert that it
wonld not be excevdingly desirable to know
the opinion of the pecple on the subject. Butl
cah sece no certain way of ascertaining that
opinion. If this were the only subject upon
whish the people were asked to express their
views, their verdict might be considered as an
answer: but if thers were an election to-mor-
row, and if the present Government should be
overthrown by the result, who is to analyze
this result—who i3 to define what portion of
the vote is against Confederation—what por-
tion against the school system—how much of
thé result may be due to personal or political
unpopularity, entirely independent of this
question. > ’
But I am at 2 loss to understand the arga-
ments of the hon. member for East Halifax.
He asks in one breath for an appeal to the p'ef- A
ple, and in avother aneers a it as useless.  In
Nova Scoria there is no appsal—the act of the
Legislature i8 with him the act of a tyrannical
majority. In New Brunswick there is'an ap-
peal—and the verdict passed at the polls
with him the result of corruption.” Thirty-
three men are returneg in favor of Contedera-"
tion to eight against il. If any verdiet could
be considersd to expréss the unmistakable
convictions of th- people this would be i, and
-yet the hon. gentleman treats it with contempt?
He says he will not stay to inquire how this
result was effected. This is-not & hasty ex-
pression in the heatof debate. ' The hon.mem-
ber has pus his hand to this slander of the peo:
pla of New Brunswick in. a selemn document
subscribad by him in London, addressed to the
Earl of Carnarvon. In veferring to the firat.
decision in New. Brunswick adverse to Con-
féderation he says :— T

;¢ On the methods by which that deoisfon was re- -
versed it is pain'ul for a lover of freadom to dwell;’
but Your Lordship is awara that in Jew
many & jury were induced to reverse their: on
when threatered and brow-beaten by the court.”

' 'What does this mysterious allugion mean?
Has the hon. geutleman any distinot idea in
his own mind what he does mean? One thing:
i8 very certain—it is impossible to please bim.
‘We have to choose bstween the tyranny of &
majority and the tyranny of a-Jeffreya:. If We -
carry the Confederation in the Lapisiaturs, ho
language is to strong to express his disappro-
val; if we carry it by an apnaal to people, my. -
honorable friend:has such a holy horror of the
result, that he will not stay to inguire how it
was brought about.. My bouorable friend from
Halifax has a_great dread of corruption. &
gentleman of high position in Canada—a man-
who stands perhaps second to ‘none on ‘this
coutinent for personal charactér and integrity
—a gentleman who had been for many loag
years the friend and political ally of the hon.
member, undertook a year ago t0 compliment
him upon his talents, and to suggest the pro-
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priety of his applying them on a broader field,
and forthwith the hon, member comes down
here and informs the house that an astack bad
been made on his virgin purity, but that he
had manfully resisted the assailant Xow he
tells us, establish this,and you will have play-
ad in the Coufederation, hy the Government of
the United States, the same game that they
have been playing in Mexico Naw, sir, does
it not occur to him that, {f the United States
have a game of this kind to play, they conld
not take a hand at any time more effactively
than at this momen'? Itis their game 1o keep
us isolated and apart—to foment jealousies be-
tween the different colonies—to separate them
by bostile tariffs—to induce the public men of
one colony to slander and abuse those of ano-
ther—to suggest the advantages of Ameérican
conpection, and to foretall to the people of this
country that in ten years they will have a Pre-
sident and be under tbe Stars and Stripes. I
say that if the Awmerican Government have
money to spend for the purpose to which the
hon. member refers, and have the sagacity for
which he gives them credit, is it too much to
suppose that they may take a deep interest in
what is going on at this moment? The hon
member undertakes to say that Confederation
will weaken us, Is that the doctrine proclaim-
ed by his allies in the United States? Mr.
Banks has lately taken a great interest in our
affairs; he hasintroduced into Congress 2 bill
to provide for our admission into the United
States. The advantages which this bill offers
us are spoken of in very favorabla terms by
the representatives in England of the Anti-
Confederates. Mr. Banks has studied the
question from his own point of view. Let us
see what he thinks of Confederation, In
apeaklng to a resolution receuntly introduced
by bim into Congress, he said:—

‘“A Bill had recently orme before the House
of Lords in Engiand contemplating the establishmrent
of qnem%lre in the British North Amsrican Provin.
ce8, Which might hereafter surpass in power that of
Kogland herself, or might equal that ot the United
States, or, as has been wa'l said by its mover, might
be ssvend only to that of Ruesin. The Legislature of
Malne, more interested in the mov ment than any
other State, had, through its Committee on Faderal
re‘ations, made a report adverse to that preject which
report ha would ask to have raad to the House. The
"‘f},"“-" which that bill had paseed in the House
ot Lords was the most important of any of the stages
through which bills pass as all its fundamental prin-
oiplen werein consideration, He did not doubt that the
people of this country would look with intenge soliei-
tude upon the progress of this great movementin the
British Provinoes, which contemplated the establish-
ment of au empirs, formed on monarchial princi‘;tes.
80 framed.as to onntrol public opinion, and which
could nol faiito have inthe future a material if not
a controlling influence and power over ihe affairs of
the American Continent.”

Can anybody misuoderstand this?  Mr.
Banks has the sagacity to perceive that Con
federation is to confirm and establish our posic
tion oh this continent. - He sees that the true
palicy of the United "States—as indicate by
the report of the Maine Committee on Federal
Rolations—is to do just what the hon. member
for Halifax is doing; and nobody will deplore
the hon, gentleman’s failure more than those of
his American allies who have the sagacity to
see how much his success would promote the
interests and the policy of the United States.

Is there any gentleman in this House that
supposes Mr. Banks would assume this position
—would protest against Confederation—would
ask his government to interfere impertinently
in matters with which they have nothing to do
—if he believed, as the member for Halifax
asks this House to believe, that in ten years
Confederation will place us under the American
flag. If Mr. Banks thought this, instead of
yrotesting against Confederation, he would do
all he could to encourage it—instead of aiding
the hon. member in his efforts at isolation he
would cheer on us who take the opposite view
as his friends and allies. '

But the hon member has called the attention
of the house to the pecuniary disadvantages un-
der which we shall enter the Union. He savs
that since 1863 the revenue of Nova Scotia has
increased $351,822 a year, and still all we get
back under the arrangements recently agreed
to in London in addition to that which was se~
cured for us by the Quebec scheme is $60,000
8 year. The financial arguments addressed to
to this house can hardly impose upon the mem-
bers, and are probably not intended to have that
effect.

I have not time this morning to verify the
hon. gentleman’s figures as to the increase of
the revenue of Nova Scotia, I will assume
that be is correct  But if Nova Scotia has gone
ahead, have the other Provinces stond still? In
1863 the reveriue of Canada was $9 760,316 In
1866 it was $12,432 748. so that while our reve-
nue has increased by $351 822, that of Canada
has incressed by $2 662,432

Even our weaker sister, New Brunswick, has
increased in equal proportion. Her revenue in
in 1863 was.... ...... N +$0 899 991
While in 1866 it was............... 1,212 021

Which shows an increas: of.... ...5312%
So that great as has been the increase of our
Province, aud we may well be proud of the evi-
dence it affords of our country’s prosperity, the
increase of Canada and New Brunswick hag
been quite equal to our own. .

But not only do their revenues bear to ours a
fair. proportionate increase, but both Canada
and New Brunswick shew a larger comparative
surplus. There remains to the credit of Nova
Scotia, after meeting the expenditure of the year,
a surplus of $80,000, while that of New Bruns~
wick is $122.000, a quantity twice as mnch, and
that of Canada, after paying the extraordinary

diabursements connected with the Fenian inca.

sion, is $710,000, or over ten times that of Nova
Scotia.

But what becomes of our $351,000? Why, -
it goes into the same chest with the 2} millions
of Canada—with the one third of a million of
New Brunswick. It goes to make a common
purse for common objects, snd we have the
same right to our fair share of that contribution .
after it goes in #s we should have had if it bad
never gone there.

Not only shall we have a right, but we shall
be in a position to assert that right. Nothing
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can be more inconsistent and contradictory
than the arguments we meet with on this point
One eet of men undertakes to tell us that we
are victims to the political necessities of the
Capadians It is said that two great counties
were separated by dissensions so incurable—by
antagonisms so permanent, that floding it im-
possible any longer to carry on Responeible
Government they came down and asked us to
join them to get them out of their difficulty.
Then another set of men'say that the represen-
tatives of the Maritime Provinces 2re a mere
handful What can 34 representatives do in an
asgembly of 1817 We are at the mercy of the
Canadians who can do with us just what they
think fit. These views can’t both be true, and
yet they are urged by people in almost the same
breath. The hon. member for Halifax adopts
one of them when he tells us that we have been
wheedled by the Canadians into this Union; he
adopts the other when he tells us that we are
surrendering our funds hopelesely to the Fed-
eral treasury.

Sir, there are strong grounds of difference be-
tween the people of the two Canadas. They
differ in race, in language, in religion. Upp r
Canada is mainly Protestant—Lower Canada
mainly Catholic. Upper Canada is Anglo-Sax-
on—Lower Canada chiefly French. You have
therefore differences permanent in their nature,
and such as to create the elements of opposing
parties. Ia religion, in origin, and in laws we
have interests and feelings in common with the
people of the West, whilst our geographical po-
sition, our commercial pursuits, our industries,
largely identify us with the people of East. We
are therefore in a position in which we may Je-
gitimately choose between the two political par-
ties that divide Cauada—that one which we
shall consider the best exponent of those princi.
ples which are for the interest of our own peo-
ple and of the people of the %hole Confederacy.
Need we fear that in Confederation the party
which shall be supported by the Maritime Pro-
vinces—which shall owe its power very largely
to their adhesion—will be in a position to re-
fuse to the Provinces whose aid i8 so essential
to them any feir advantage which they are en-
titled toask ? No, sir, I have no fears on that
point. If there is any portion of the Confed-
eracy which may be in a position to ask more
than its fair share from the public funds, that
portion is not either of the Canadas,—and we
may rest assured that the Maritime Provinces
will receive, as they. will be in a position to de-
mand, the most ample justice. More than what
is fair and right, it would be a reflection onour
character to suppose we should ask. Less then
that, it would be a reflection on our patriotism,
if we did not obtain.

Now, sir, let us see if this is not the actual
state of this question. At the present moment
the people ot the two sections are courting our
allegiance. The grounds upon which the peo=
ple of Upper Canada seek it are explained in the
daily press. In the Quebec Chronicle of
thpd8th insti, in the leader of that paper it is
said :—

‘English section.

« Beyond the Province and in the General Parlia-
ment our course is a clear one. First of all we must
form allianc s which will tend to strengthen and pro-
tect us in our local relatious; and secondly, our in-
terests, commeroial as well a8 political, will lead us
to cn-operate with thore whose interests are the same
ng our own. The Maritime Province: have been to
us a sort of ferra incognita, as we have been to them
thae result in bcth instances of paralysis of enterprise
which is.a marvel to foreigners, and can only be ex-
plained by the narrowing inflaence of provincial iso-
Iation. We are glad to observe some fuint symptoms
o7 recovery from this abject cond:tion, the glimmer-
ing of an idea that we have neighbors with whom it
may be desirable te hold communication by the great
highway which Providence has given us forinothing,
a8 well as by that other bighway which we are about
to build at the expense of twenty million dollars.
These neighbors, who will count for one third under
the new political eystem, are cur natural ailies. All
our interésts are the same. Whatever act of gemeral
legislation benefits or injures them, wiil have a like
effect on us. Our great staple interests are the same,
namvely fumbering, and maritime, and we havea ocm-
mon interest with them in promoting a system of go-
vernment which shall maintain the suthority of the
weneral Legislature with respect to matters, which if
left under local conirol, are apt to be managed ina
way most detrimental to the commercial intcrests of
the country. " Our motivee for forming ruch an alli-
ance sre of the mo3t practiosl bind, a8 reflection may
sugg-st, and o8 weshall more fully explain. Tkey
ar motives which do not exc'usively pertain to the

French and English are equally
concerned, seefvg it is commerelal i%tereats that ara
chiefly at stake.'’ :

With these views actuating the peopl= of the
Esst—with an equal desire for our support in-
fluencing the people of the West, is there a man
in t}ns house or ia this country, who does not
believe that we shall exercise in the general Le-
gu!ature a just and fair influence, or who does
beli-ve that any part of the Federation will be
in a position to oppress or injure us.

But I understood the hon member to say
that all the advantage we gain from the London
agreement over that made at Quebec is $80 000
8 year. This is not the fact. By g‘he original
agreement a subsidy of 80 centsa head was to
be granted to each Province ot the Federation,
but that sub idy was based on the population as
it existed at the time of the census of 1861.
Many persons have thought it was an injudi-
cious arrangement to restrict the subsidy to the
population of that year. and that it would have
been better to allow it to increase until the popu-
lation was ascertained at each decennial cen-
sus. There are, however, good reasons why
that should not be so, and whether these rea~
sons are valid or not the arrangement as agreed
upon wss not unfavorable to this Province.
The population of Canada West increases much
more rapidly then our own. Suppose it to
dquble in 20 vears from I861—that Province
will then receive but 40 centsa head. Thead-
dition to our population in the same period may
be 50 per cent., and in that case man for man
we should receive a considerably larger amount
than Canada. By the arrangement at London
this is still further increased in our favor. The
subsidy, as ‘regards the Capadas, still remaing
based on the population of 1861, while ag re.
gards the Maritime Provinces it increases with
their population until it reaches 400,000, As
regards Nova Scotia our rate of increage during



'

- ¥9e have a special

36 'DEBATES AND

PROCEEDINGS

the last decsde was over 2 per cent. per annum
Thig will give ns in 1861 & population of 400,-
000. In other words, it entitles us to 80 cents
a-head on the additional 70,000 increase of po=
pulation. .
This amounts to. . .oviiviiiiiiiiinaiianainas §56 €00
rant of. ...oieiiiiiaiiinns 60,000
We have also trunsferred to the Federal Gov-
ernment the support of the Penitentiary,
Which CO3t8 BB, . i.iiviisnniieanneenanns 16.000
And pensions to the extentof ................ 2.000

The ‘ixew arracgement therefore gives us..... .@.T%%

a yeer i1 addition to the amount we agreed for
at Quebec, .

‘This is a large sum annually added to the
means placed at the disposal of the Loca! Legis-
lature. This addition may well justify the sup-
port the gentlemen who may have thought the
Quebee scheme defective in that particular.

.There was not one of your delegates who was

not anxious to obtain for the Province the most
favourable terms in -his power; and it is but
fair to the representatives of th larger Province
to say ihat they met usin a =pirit -of generous
considération tor the wants, and even to some
extent, for the prejudices of this Province.
We are told that the change is not for the
better. A different line of argument is adopted
in Canada. Will the house listen to what Mr,
Brown, the editor of the Globe, and late Presi~

- dent of the Council, says on the subjeet :—

* It appests that the delegates have sgreed to in-
creasa tho grauts to all tha Local Governments, and

- that not on the just principle of population adopted

at Quebec, but in & manner totally irrationsl and
most urjast to Upper Canada. In addition to the
eighty cents per head distributed as already shown,

. the delegates hava agreed that the following annual

grants shall be paid permanently from the ¥Federsl

chegt:—
To Upper Canads............ 3% 00
To Lower Canada...... ... 70000
To Nova Sootia........ .. 60000
To New Brunswick........... 60,000

Total additionsl grants. ........... $260,000
Had this sum of $260,000 been distributed, accord-

' ing to the population, as given by the census of 1861,

it would give as follows:—

Upper Cansda. - 8117,449
. 93618

Lotwer Cenads.

Nova Scotia. .. . 27,834

New Brunswiok. . 21,204
otal......... @

‘“The whole grant
echemo as smended will now be 38 follows :—

Upper Caneds............. $1,106.878
Lower Canada. Ceeee.. 959258
Nova Bootia..........covo.tt 824,686
New Brunswick............ 814,638

Total......... $2,795,450

« {hese grants, at the estimated population of the

ssvexral Pzgrvincets onftlxe %st ex;l Ja:uary, 1867, give
llowing rates of grant per head :—

the fo N “ FPopulation. Por head.

Upper Canada 1,802 056 60 ota.
Lower Canada ...1,288,8%0 74 ¢
Nova Scotis..... . 8,781 88 «
New Brunswiok....... vreaeannt 295.08¢ 110 ¢

«Nothing oould be more scandalously upjust to
U?yer.Cs,mda then this. e ]

The second departure from the Quebeo Schemo is
that, gntil Prince Rdward Jsiand ocomes into the
Union, Nova Scotia and Newr Brunswiek shall have
between them the four seats i n the Upper Chamber,

that the Island wae to have had, Tha distribution
will now e as follows: —

Populatian, 3lembers.
Upper Canada. .. .. 1,802.066 24
]ls.owers ():pmla‘.i.iv .. .1283,880 2%
ova Bootia and New
Brungwick, ..., {0 663,584 24

“There is nothing to pailiste this change. Under
the Quebec Scbeme the injustice to Upper Canada
was marked enough, butto add to it in this manner
was totally indefensible. Why, the three Provinces
of Lower Caueda, Nova 8cotia and New Brunswick
united have but 150,689 reople more than Upper Cana-
da and yat they are to have 48 Legislative Council- -
lors and Upper Canada but 24 Every Upper Canada
Counciilor will thus represent 75085 peqp‘e, while
the average of all the rest will be but 40,982, The
thing I8 utterly unfair.”

In 2 subsequent paper the cditor returns to
the charge. He says,

‘“Now mark the justice of this prenious arrange-
ment. The Quebecs:hema gave precisely eighty cents
per head to eaoh Provinoe, aeccording to iis populs-
tion in 1861, and (leaving out in both cases the special
ten-yearsubsidingto New Brunswick) hereis whatour
;)lse-aoree in l.ondon kave changed the arrangement

To Upper Canads, 851 oents por head.

To Lower Canada. 88§ cents per head.

To Nova dcotis, #1 1Y cents per heud!

To New Brunswick, &1.47 cents per head' ' :

“And let it not bes forgotten that the Quebec
scheme was framed in 1884, shovtly after the censns
returns of /861 had been printed, and the delegates
took the census as the basis of the srrapgement. Bat
nearly three years have passed away sincs then, and

the relative numbers ot the several Frovinces are

greatly altered, According to the present estimstad
population of the -everal Provinces, the snnual sab.
sides are to ba distribated b tha Imperial Act in the
following mosat urjuet 1gghion:

Population Perhead

Upper Canada........o.0s 1802 068 68 cents.
Lower Canaia .. 1288 880 74 cents.
Nova Scotia...... TR 368, 81 107 cents.
New Brunswick........... 405084 125 gents.

**The thing is so preposterously unjust that we are
amz23d how any one could have had the sudacity to
propose it, much less the folly to conocede it.*’

Now, sir, add to the $134,000 which we have
have obtained by the new arrangement, $264 -
000 we had before, and we have the sum of
$398,000, which, with the revenues of our mines
and Crown lands, constitutes the fund at the dis-
posal of the local Legislature. With this rev- -
enue we shall be able to provide in a creditable
mananer for every local want

If anybody had undertaken to say a tew years
ago, when the revenue of the country was in-
sufficient to meet the ordinary demands upon
it, at a time when we had only ninety miles of
railway, and when to meet the emergency we
were obliged to raise our advalorem duties 2%
per tent, that we should be able by an addition-
at 24 per cent. to secure the construction of a
railroad to Pictou at a cost of over two millions
of dollars; to extend the railway from Windeor
to Annapolis; to secure the great internatiomal
highway for which we have been struggling for
the last twenty years; and that with all these
secured to our people, weshould be in a position
to give a road grant equal to that which wa gave
when we went to our elections in 1863; to de-
vote to education & sum nearly three times that
which we granted toitin that year,—is there

& member of this Legislature who would not
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have felt happy if he could have been sura such
prediction would be accomplished, who would
pot have felt that such a position is one he
should be proud to occupy ? And yet we are
gravely told that with all these advantages se-
cured to us, the ountry is ruined. 1f this be
ruin, we might agree to be ruined every day of
the week. .

It is difficuit to understand exactly what views
the hon member for i1a'ifax holdsas to the “ Or-
ganization of the Empire.” At one time he
talks of it as if it was not his scheme—but in the
nextbreath he tells us his idea i3, that this Pro-
vince should be treated as Kent or Surrey or any
ot~er English county, and be entitled to have the
privileges and be subject to the hurdens of the
Empire

Suppose it were, it would according
to its population be entitled to about the
game number of repr sentatives in the
Imperis! Parliament which the a-ti-Corfede.
ratcshad in England at the recent session.
I will assume that it could not furnish three
abler or better men. Thos2 three gentlemen
have spent nine months in the single object of
endeavouring to enlighten the members of Pare
liament on the subject of their mission. They
deluged them with pamphlets and communica-
tions and had, we suppose, a very considerable
_ pumber of perso-al mterviews with leading

statesmen. Yet what does the hon. member
himself say was the result? Why that «o little
could thes" three gentlemen—with all their ta-
lents and assiduity—interest the Parliament of
England in the object of their mission, that
when the destinies of this country were to be
disposed of in the House of Lorde, he says that
only nine peers could be found to hsten to the
proceedings—and in the House of Commons the
most unaccountab'e ignorance of the whole
question was exhibited. And yet it is to a Par-
liament exhibiting such carelessness and igno-
rance that the hon. member and his friead in
London would be willing to entrust the dearest
rights of the people ot this eountry.

But there is one feature of the hon. member’s
argument that would surprise me—if anything
coming from him now could give me surprise,
He says we have not received a guarantee fora
sufficient sum to build the Intercolonial Rail-
way. Three millions of pounds, he says, is tco
small a sum, it will onlv land you in the wilder-
ness with 2 road unfinished —and he gives as
the foundation of his as ertion his belief in a
survey made by Mr. Fleming.

Will it be believed that not two months ago
this same gentleman subscribed his name to a
solemn document submitted to Lord Carnarvon
in which he makes a statement directly oppo-
site? Then be supposed the delegates were
asking for four millions ¢f pounds on the basis
of Mr. Fleming’s report. He forthwith stigma
tizes the report by whicli he now professes to
be guided as “a most imperfect Canadian sur-
vey,” and intimates that four million pounds is
far too much.

There is something in this document go curi-

ous that I can’t refrain from calling the atten
tion of the House toit :—

“The framers of the Quebec echomacipict the
Chancellor ot ths Exchgquer to go down to Parlia-
ment and ask for an advapes of £4 060 050 tor the
constru~tion of this roed, Mr, Gladstore promised
but £8 000,000.”

Mark this. Tle koo, member charges us that
we have secured an advance of £8,000,000 only,
and yet he himself hurries to point out to Lord
Carnarvon that £3,0J0 000 was the iimit o the
Imperial pledee. He warns Lord Crrnarvon
not to go beyond that sum, and yet Lo has the
assurance to come here and blame us for not
getting more. EBut thatis not all.
on with this precious decument :—

+The éum h2s been incieasrd ome-third on she
faith_of a most imperfect Camadian survey, with
which Her Msjocty’s Government, that is to mive tho
money, or tha Maritime Provinces which sra to pay
the interest, hav~ hzd nothing whatever tc do. Fonr
millions of money would build 16 iros-cleds, or
would furnish 2 million ¢f breech loaders, which
diatributed over the Fmpire, wounld grea'ly,strerpth-
en it in every part. 1Isit likely that Pariiamont will
vote ench a sum unleas the case ba clear. [2e Chan-

caflor ofthe Kxchequer may be reasonably expected
to prove—
é' 'f ll:n,: :lcx large a}:umfis a;:t:;al Iy requircd.
at the cecurity of a sinkipg fund, which Mr.
Gladstone demanded, but which &ma«la refusgd Ill;l
1862, is to be given.
3. That tha interest i3 to be paid in f-

. L ir propor-
tions by the three provinces, and pot by ,,,2 M‘z’\ri—
tim»> provinces alone.

4. 'That Canada is 60 secure from invasion that
the money will not be lost even should the be ever
80 honestly dispored to repay it.

5. 'That 50 large & eum may not, in the altered cir-
cum:tances which we have 'to face, ba very much
better amployed in the defen2a of the wholn empire,
tasn in giving factlities to a provi ce which may be
utterly unable torepay the maoney, or to protect the
road when it is built.”’

8ir, I have read the whole of thi3 doevment that
the house and thd& sountry mey understand what
thesa gantlemen who styln tnem:elves the ¢ Penple's
Delegates’” have been doing in Englind, Not eyn.
‘ent with warnirg the Chanoellor of the Lwchequer
to confine himself within the limits of the ori.i-
nal pledge, they do ail they can to thow that
it is unsafe to go even that far, They urge that
the money might be better spent elsewhere;
and they do what they can to disparage and
discredit the character and reputation of the
country.

Well, Mr. Speaker, when we call to mind the
addresses we have 8o often heerd from one of
these gentlemen on the floors of this House on
the subject of the Intercolonial Railway—when
we reniember the fervid eloquence with which
he described the value of such a road in open-
up the resources of the great country behind us
and in constituting a means of defence—when
we recollect the letters which in 1862 the same
gentleman addressed to the Secretary for the
Coicnies, pointing out the enormous 'snving in
time of war which wonld resuly from the con-
struction of this great work—and then read the
document to which the house has just listened,
it is difficult to believe that both are the produc-
tions of the same hand. But bad as as all thia
is, it is almost worse to come here as
the hon. member does, and after using every
effort to prevent us getting any advance at
all, charge on us as an offence that we have
not secured something more. If we have got
an advance, it has been in spite of all fhat

Lotme go
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he and Mr. Howe could do to preventit. If we
have secured the Intercolonial Railroad, itis b ¢,
cause all the efforts of these gentiemen to dis-
parage and discredit us in the opinion of Eng-
lish stateemen have been powerless.

But, sir, if little attention was paid to this
question in the Imperial Par iament, it was not
because that body was indifferent to the meas-
ure, but because there was n» member of it who
felt an interest in the success of these Colonies
who was not persuaded that this measure would
promote thatsuccess. Any opposition that was
offered came trom gentlemen who were never

.friends of the Colonies and who only speak of
them as a burden and incumbraoce to
the parent country.

I am able to bear testimony—and I am glad
to do so—to the patriotic and statesmanlike
views of the noble Marquis who formerly presi-
ded over the government of this Province If
there was any gentleman in either branch of the
Imperial Parliament who might be supposed
inclined to yield a favorable ear to Mr. Howe's
suggestions, that person was the Marquis of
Normanby. While he was governor of Nova
Scotia, Mr. Howe was for years his Prime Mi
nister, and enjoyed largely his confidence; but
the noble lord, in an emergency in which hia
fellow Peers might be supposed to defer large-
ly to his local information and expérience rose
superior to any personal ties between him and
his former minister and friend, and warmly ad.
vocated this measure as one ttat was essential
to our prosperity and safety.

I believe that is only by means of Confedera-
tion that we cau prevent our Provinces from be.
ing absorbed in the Amcrican Union. I have
more faith in the opinions of the ally of the hon.
member for Bast Halifax than I have in his own.
I believe that by the establishment of a large
country on this cortinent, within which labor
shall be free and untaxed, we shall present a field
for industry which will contrast most favourably
with that other field alongside of us in which
labor is pressed down by enormous taxation.
See how that contrast is alrcady apparent in cer-
tain branches of business. Ina report to Con-

rees n.ade by the Secretary to the Treasury, no
Fonger ago than Deceraber last, he dwells upon
the condition of the shipping interest of the Uni-
ted States. ¢ Twenty years ago,” he savs, ‘it
was anticipated that ere this the United States
wounld be the first naval power in the world.”
Up to the time when the war interfered with
their industry and taxes crippled their resources,
this anticipation was being realized. In five
years, however, that interest has enormously
declined. The United States tonnage employ-
ed in their foreign trade in 1860 was 6 millions.
In five years it _fell to 3 millions ; while during
the same period the tonnage of foreign vessels
employed in that trade has run up from 2,363,
000 to 4,410,000 tons.

Is it any wonder that this should be the case
when on onc side of the boundary line a ton of
shipping costs $100, while it only costs $50 on
the other. Cheap ships, cheaply manned and

sailed, will continue to absorb more and more
of the foreign trade of the United States. With-
in their own borders, where they enjoy the mono-
poly of the coasting trade, they may impose upon
industry the burden of enormous freights, but
where thcy ceme into competition with the
foreigner, they must compete with cheap ships
or quit the trade. *

As it is with shipping, so it will be with other
industries, and the new Confederation may look
forward to a future in which the growth and in-
crease of every industrial pursuit will bring into
play the vast and varied resources which are
scattered profusely over the country.

A briliiant prospect is before us, and when we
shall have become a country with oar sister co-
lonies in the West, and have tairly entered on
our new course, I believe there will be nothing
at which some of those who now view the pros-
peet with timidity or s )prchension will be more
umazed than at the recollection of the doubts
and fears that they honestly cntertained at this
crisis of onr history. The men who sit around
these benches have a deep stake in the country.
They represent not only the intelligence and

‘public spirit—but they fairly represent the

wealth and prosperity of the country. Ifin
what they arc now about to do they mistake the
true interests of the country, they will themselves
be the sufferers from the mistake. But there is
a feeling dearer to a public man than any con-
siderations of a material interest. It is the de-
sire to enjoy the esteem and respect of those
among whom his life is to be spent. If -in the
course we arc now taking, we have misappre-
hended the true interests of the country, if it
shall turn out that the Confederation we advo-
cate shall be what its opponents declare it will,
we shall pay the penalty of our rash act by a life
long exclusion from ihe esteem and respect of
our fellow coutrymen. Buat, if it be otherwise—
and if it shall turn out that we saw what was not
only for theinterests and prosperity, but what was
absolutely necessary for the safety of the people,
then we shall see that we have done right to 4x
our eyes steadily on what was for the permanent
benefit of our common country, and to pursue it
regardless of the temporary passions and preju-
dices which may besetus.

EVENING SESSION,

The house resumed at 7.20,

Hon. PROV. SECRETARY eaid that the public
mind had been somewhat excited by a rumor
that, by a despatch from the war authorities,
the works upon our fortifications bad been or-
dered io be discontinued. He had not given
credit to the rumor, because on the last Gay of
his stay in Londen he had, as one of a deputa-
tion. called on H. R. H.the Duke of Cambridge
and the Minister of War, and those noblemen
had evinced extreme satisfaction at the great
exertions made by the people of the colonies,
and the admirable spirit displayed by their
Legislatures in connection with the subject of
defenca. The deputation had beep assured
that the Imperial war anthorites o#ould feel
warranted in asking for an increase of the aid
usually granted for colonial protection. On
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hearing the ramor referred to he had put him-
self in commuication with the Lieutenant Go-
vernor, and was now in a position to state that
the despatch causing this snrmise had only re-
ference to one of the fortfications, in which
some alterations were contemplated.

The adjourned debate was resumed.

Speech of Hon. Mr. Shannon.

Hon. Mr SHANNON said:—~Ir ia rather the
turn of gentle~ en opposite to take up the ar-
gument, but as no one appears really to speak
on that side I would like to say a few words
on thisquestion. I have been so much pleased
during yesterday and to-day in listening to
the statements mads by gentlemen connected
with the delegations, that I could have re-
maived here fer hours listenieg to their
speaeclies, and have been satisfied if I heard
nothing more. But I happen to be one of
those to whom the epithet *“dumb dogs”
was applied last year. The debate on that
occasion had continued to 80 late an hour of
the evening, that I did not think it advisable
to say anything, but I found shortly after-
wards that the Morning Chronicle referred to
me as one of those who had been expscted to
deliver my sentiments but had not done so.
And Mr, Howe also, in his addresses in the
country, referred to swhat he called the inde-
cent haste with which the resolutions were
carried, stating that some of those who had

een expected to speak had not uttered a word.
I thought that my sentimen:s on this subject
had been too well known to require that I
should say a word, and T do not fesl that I can
add anything of ‘valueto what has already
been uttered; but I am willing to say a few
worda to show that I am still as strongly in fa-
vor of this great measure 28 ever. Thisisnot
the first time that I have spoken in favour of
Union. As long ago as 1861 my vote was
pledged to its support. Mr, Howe, the then
Premier, in that vear came down with a reso-
lution which received the sanction of the
house. On a subsequent occasion, 1863, when
we wera debating the question of the Interco-
onial Railway, though my views differed
8omewhat from the then Government as to the
- mode in which the guarantes shonld be raised,

thinking that our Province had been asked to
pay too much, still I was in favor of the rail-
road, and when Mr, Howe detailed in such
eloguont terms the prospeets rising before us,
and when the hon. member for Yarmouth was
80 carried away a8 to be willing to vote for the
Pictou railway, I then made a fovr rewnarks ro-
ferring to the Intercolonial line as uniting all
the Provinces, and expressing the hope that it
would give hirth to that new pationality of
which gentlemen opposite have shown them-
8eves to bo so afraid. I then referred to my
experience in the old country where colonists
Wwere treated with indifference, and I said
then as I feel now that if we had a larger

eld we would not be treated with such con-
temnt on the other side of the Atlantic.
Again, in 1864, when the Provincial Secretary
moved the resolution in reference to the dele-
gation to Prince Edward Island, I endeavored
%0 express clearly my vicw on the question,
oxpressing my regret that ma'tars ware not
Q progress for the larger Union. In 1865,
When the matter was again before us, I de-
ivered my sentiments as well an 1 wag able

and at length, 8o tbat I need not have been
charged last year with want of deference to
the house, or with want of expression in my
opinious,

As I have already said, I feel asstrongly upon
this question as Iever did, and am determined
to support the clauee in the speech ani to op-
pose the amendment And now what are the
arguments which have been advanced? First
of all, it is said that the gentlemen who were
sent on the delegation exces *ed their authority.
After the debates of last year in which the most
frantic appeals were made to members not to
support the resolution for the delegation, be-
cause the action of the House would bind the
people and their posterity forever, and on the re~
solution being carried, after Mr, Howe had used
the same language throughout the country.
supposed that it would be fully understood that
the action of the House was final: and I was
much surprised to hear gentlemen makig use
of such an argument on this occasion. Tren
the hon. member spoke of the tyrannical mode
in which the measure had been carried out, and
said he could find no precedent for it until he
went back to the history of ancient Rome, and
compared the act of that Legislature te which
we must all bow to the tyranny of Nero. I
think that such a remark, made amoung sub«
jects of Her Masjesty, in reference to such n
Parliament might h:ve been spsred; and 1
may here ask if it has not been shown that
every pains were taken, on the part of those
opposed to the measure, to make members of
the British Parliament acquainted with the
whole subject? We see thatin the House of
Lords the matter was carefully debated. It
has been said that on the third reading, when
some discussion had arizen, a number of
Peers went away ; but we all know what the
third reading ot a bill is; we all know that the
principle is discussed on the second reading,
and on the eecond reading of this bill the House
was fuller than it had been for a long time be-
fore. And was there not one present who was
weil acquainted with Nova Scotia? If there
was one who might have been expect d to lend
his assistance to Mr. Howe and the so called
people’s delegates, it waunld have beer our for-
mer Lieut.-Governor, who was so much attach-
ed to his old Premier; but I do not think a bet-
ter speech could have been given in favour of
the bill than that which Lord Nermanby utter-
ed. Ho well knew how parties ran in this coun-
try; he understood the whole organization of
society here, and knew that this measure was
calculated to advance the best interests of the
Province. What did that nobleman say to those
gentlemen who profesged to represent the peo-
ple? He had some knowledge of petitions, and
had come to the conclusion that they were prin-
cipally the expression of ‘the opinions of those
gentlemen who got them up. Iam somewhat
acquainted with the petitions which came from
my own conatituency; I am awara that there
are anumber of mercantile men in the city op-
posed to Confederation, and they put their
names to the petition as a matfer of course; but
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when those epposed to the measure went into
the interior of the western part of the county,
the number of signatures was small indeed.
Although every effort was made, and men were
hired to go down and obtain the pames even of
boys, whole sccti:ns refused to sizn. Lord
NormanBy must have told Mr. Howe that it
was no use to come before Parliament with such
petitions, when a great public measure was
under consideration.

'The mein point upon which the amendment
is b ing pressed is that an appeal should be
made to the people. Ineed not trouble the
House with many arguments upon the cone
stitutionai question, tecouse that has been ably
handled by gentlemen who preceded me, and
because the member for East Halifax has to a
great extent, piven up the poini in admitt'ng the
precedents. Mr. Archibald showed that when
the British Parliament found it necessary to
change the arrangements connected with the
succession to the Crown and to bring in a new
dynasty—when those noble ;men who guarded
the rights of the ccuntry, and were determined
to get rid of the Stuart family, had induced
Parliament to adopt their views, there was no
appeal to the people, although the leading men
in the movement knew that their action might
. be made a ground of impeachment There was
a Union consummated in the history of Eng-
land to which I may refer, although it is not
exactly a precedent. I refer to the union of
Scotland with England. It was hardly to be
expected in that case that the lesser nation would
have concurred. We all kuow the spirit of
Scotchmen—how the ancestors of the men of
that day had, with their backs to the unconque-
rable highlands aud their faces to the foe, repel-
led the English invader on every occasion~—and
the eame spirit led them to oppose the union
with England. They feared, as our opp-nents
profess to do, that the smailer state would te
swamped by the greater—but what was tha re-
sult? From that day Scotland went on in the
path of improvement, and Scotchmen could
take their p.ace with Englishmen in any part of
the world. One gentleman some time ago
styled the Scotch a race of paupers, but if they
were, they found their way down to rich Eng-
land, and wherever there was an outlet for in-
tellect or industry Scotchmen were to be found
availing themselyes of the noble education
which they had received and of the opp rtuni-
ties of advancement which appeared. From the
date of the union there has not been a ministry
in England in which Scotland has been unre-
present:d. When the East Indies were open-
ed to enterprise Scotchmen predominnted there;
and at the present day Scotland is one of the
most prosperous parts of Great Britsin, This
is, to some extent, a parallel case with ours ex-
cepting that we will have far greater iufluence
in the United Parliament and a higher position
in every respect ; and I feel that the result will
bs in our case still more eatisfactory. If welook
at what an app:al to the people really is, we
will see that it is not in all cases satisfactory.
There were two such appeals in New Bruns-

wick, and the one neutralisad the other. Who
could tell which exhibited the real feeling of the
people? In ancient history-there is an instance
in which an individual appealed from his sove-
reign drunk to the same authority sober.
When was New Brunswick sober? Was
it when the Freaochmen were told that
they were to be sent to Canada, and the most
inflammstory appeals made? Or was it when
the real enemy was gathering on the frontier,
and the people :aw it was necessary to be no
longer isolated ? Then came the sirong Eng-
lish feeling and the strong desire to maintain
Dritish connection, and the result was thata
msjority was returned in favour of Union. I
would hardly ssk, in reference to the greatlead-
er of the Opposition to Union, when he was in
his sober senses, but I would ask when be was
exercising his best judgment? Was it when,
on former occasions, ne spoke so eloquently in -
favour of Union—when he said he wished to
visit Can*da every year; or was it when, 8 dis-
appointed man, no longer Premier —disappoiut.
ed even in going to Quebec, when others, to use
& common phrase, had stolen his thunder, he
endeavored to arose hostility to allhis former
teachings? We have had read to us a state pg-.
per, called the case of the people, and setting
forth the sentiments of Mr. Howe and his col-
leagues. Can it be possible that this patriot,
who was once willing to pledge our revenues to
any extent to build the Intercolonial Railway,
after his ambition was disappointed, was unwil
ling that we should receive that boon? Iwa.
trained to consider Mr. Howe an able man, but
not one whom it was safe to follow; and I can-
not see how those who have been accustomed
formerly almost to idolize him could now follow
his teachings . As regards the prospects held
out to us by Union, perhapsit is hardly right to’
bring them before this House on the present
question, but the subject has Leen gone into
and one of the delegates gave us a financial view
of the matter. ]

The hon. member for East Halitax told us
that it was impossible to remain as fwe are, and
he expressed his preference to seo Nova Scotia
as a county of England, like Kent or Surrey. I
would agree to a large extent with that if it were
possible, but we know well what the reslt would
be. Wewou!d be obliged to bear our share of
tho burdens falling upon us as portions of the
Brittsh Empire, and neither the gentlemen com-
posing this Legislature nor the community out.
side would be willing to enter into such a union.
It would utterly pro trate all our encrgies to be
placed under such a burden as that would cause.,
Bnt the hon. gentleman went further, and said :
that if we eould not become an integral part of
the Empire, rather than go to Canada, he would
prefer Annexation to the United States. I
should like the people to understand thin sentie
ment as I cannot think that they have made up
their minds to such an alternative. I think.
they would prefer the advantages of Confeders-
tion to all the temptations held out by Mr, Baoks
It is common for the p-oprietors of newspapers
in the United States on the eve of elections to
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put at the head of their columns the motto and
flag which represent their sentiments. Iwould
advise the hon. gentleman to put at the head of
his paper the motto; *'The United States rather
than Canada,’”” and to hoist the Stars and Stripes
a8 his banner and let the people know what the
true issue is: Canada or the United States I
am for Canada. Tn connection with this subject
1 may say that the only thing which I regret is
the name by which the United Provinces are to
be designated. I would have preferred
.the name British America. I feel convinced
that under Confederation we are to have such
advantages that even gentlemen opposed to it
will have to acknowledge as Scotchmen after-
wards did in relation to the union with Eng-
land, that it was the making of the country.
1 see no ground for the assertion that we are
tolose our liherties,—our laws will ba as well
administered as ever,—the local legislatures
will have sufficient funds to meet the local
exigencies, and we will enjoy every privilege
which we had before. I am convinced that ip
this respect our people will hardly know the
difference.

One of my constituents said to me the other
day, * What about this Confederation?” I said
to him, “You live in the country: you will get
up in the morning and attend to your work;
the same money will be expended on the roads
and bridges, your children will be educated,
and you will never know the difference, except
when you bring your wares to market you will
get a double price for them.” Mr. Bourinot
told us the otherday what Confederation would
do for Cape Bretun—that the people of thatis-
land will have markets they never had before,
and justice will be done to Cape Breton. I
believe the statement, and further, next to the
county of Halifax, I believe that the county
of Picton will receive the largest. benefit
What is the case in that county? I have been
the instrument, to some qmall extent already
in bringing Canadian capital into that county

.and I believe its towns will be the scenes
of busy industry. New Glasgow may have
its ta\{ factory chimn¢ys, and be the Bir-
mingham of the futare Confederation. Aud
what about Halifax ard the great railway?
I have only to read Mr, Howe’s speeches for
a description of what we are to have then,
You may take any of the labouring men
upon the streets of our city, and you will
find that they understand the benefits that
are to ensue,—men who came here with no
capital but their industry, and whohave ac-
quired 2 com]‘;etency among us—men whose
children are being educated for any position
to which they may aspire, and who are wil-
ling to exertthemselves to increase the pros-
perity of the country. And asto our young
men, what great advantages will not they
receive?, The hon. member for London-
derry said he wished that we should remain
aswe are. Ithink we cannot do s, neither
Dolitically nor socially. Does he not know
that, notwithstanding our progress, there is
2 constant depletion of our population ow-
g to our young men leaving us—that they

7

are abandoning their country and going to
the United States, and that we cannot re-
tain them until Confederation is accomplish-
ed? Imentioned on a former occasion the
number of Nova Scotians who had left us,
probably never to return. Iwant to stop
this, and to try to get some of our exiles
back, and I think we can do itin no other
way. Even those among us who have ac-
quired fortunes and desire to keep their
means to themselves will find that their
securities will be far more valuable hereaf-
ter than now. Having made dhese remarks
from a feeling that I should not allow the
opportunity to pass in silence, I will now
resume my seat.

Speech of Mr. Coffin.

Mr. Corrix said :—I did not intend to make
any remarks upon this subject, but there are two
or three matters upon which I wish to make a
few observations; The hon, gentleman who just
gpoke referred to New Brunswick as having had
two clegtions before the consummation of this
measure ; the only thing we are complaining ot
is that our government arc passin‘g upon it with-
out giving the people an opportunity of consider-
ing it at the polls; for I contend that previeus
to the last election no mention of the question
was made to the electors. When the delegates
returned from Quebec the leading men of New
Brunswiek finding that they could not command
a majority in the Legislature, dissolved the
Housc and appealed to the people, when a large
majority was returned against them. Subse-
quently a majority was returned in their favour,
but the people of that Province have no reason
to complain. In Nova Scotia the case was quite
different,—the dclegates, although the majority
was against them, had not the manliness to go to
thecountry. We only ask that the measure may
be postponed till the proper time arrives for an
clection. If the measure were not then sustain-
ed it might at somec future period be ratified by
the people and conld then be carried by their
consent.  Asit is, you are depriving the people
of their constitution without allowing them to
speak for themselves ;—you are saying to them,
“you are not fit to judge, we will take away
your privileges and comsign you to the care of
other men without asking your opinion.” Thnis
makes the pecople go into the new government
dissatisfied.

It has been stated here that Mr. Watkins told
the House of Commons that the question had
been before the people, and had been preached at
every hustings throughout Nova Scotia,—com-
ing from such authority the statemcnt was no
doubt believed. I need scarcely ask whether the
statement was true or not. But 1 must say 1
felt relieved at hearing it. I thought it 2 most
arbitrary act on the part of the Imperial Parlia-
ment to pass the bill without giving us the privi-
ege of being heard, but this picce of information
throws new light on the proceeding. I know
not whetber this information was feiven by the
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delegates or not—that is for them to say, and
the respousibility rests on them. It has been
said that the delegates obtained better terms for
Nova, Scotia at the recent Conference than were
allowed us before,—if such be the case the Op-
position are entitled to. the credit; if there had
been no oppesition we would- have had the
Quebec scheme.  That scheme, however, al-
lowed us certain privileges which we do not
new possess. We were to have been al-
lowed to raise a revenue by some other
means than direct taxation, and that privilege
has been taken from us. Last winter we had
before us a hill which was to have put eur min-
ing operatiops in such. a position that we would
lose power from that time of levying ataxon
coal, but it was a hard bill to get through the
House, its passage was not accomplished; but
the delegates have effected the same purpose in
" the conference at the other side of the water.
In this conpection I coyld not help thinking of
another hill” gressed upon u. 'aet year by Mr.
Archibald ; (ke bill to impose.an income tax.
The friends of this bill were likewise unsuccass-
ful, but %erhaps they mean to,accomplish -their
purpose by leaving us without sufficient revenus
to carry on the local departments, and by tak-
ipg from us aflother means of obtaining asupply
for the treasury. As regards the allowance to
bs made to-us hy the.general government it.is.
ttue some advantage has been gained. -Bat the
day is not far distant when we may have a po-
pulation of 400,000, and that population will go
on increasing until bye-and.bye it will reach
double that iumber, and yet we will receive no
more Money.
-1t may be said that in this raspect Nova Sco-
tia ia served as the other Provinces are; butX
think it would have been wise to have arranged
a sliding scale, whereby the revenues could be
raised in accordance with the increasing neces.
sity, 'We will find the azrangement a poor one
indeed wlen our people nuwber 500,000 or 1,
000,000, -a6d have so psliry a sum out.of which
to meet the public wants.  One of the delegates
ave.us,this affernoon some observations upon
the pms‘pg;;gr of Nova -Scotia as regards her
shipping, and the deerease of that of the United-
Siates.  We know that from' the be‘ginmng;
of the war the shipping of that country dd-!
creased not only from privateering, but by ves-
sels. being transfersed to the British flag.
do not think that in the statistics . that
were given allowance was made for the ship-
ping under the flags of foreign ‘nations that
will go back as soon as circumstanoces are
favorable. Takingallthess circumstancesinto
consideration, I think that the prosperity of
the American marine is not so small as it
would seern. 1t is trve that we can build two
ships in Nova Scotia for one in the United
- States, but one of their ships when built is
worth two of ours. Taking averytbiug intp
congideration, I think it is apparent that the
Union will be consummatesi—that we are tp
ty a new state of thiogs; bat as I have al-
read{vs said, I feel relieved at hearing that the

1 square miles.

British Parliament acted under false informa-
tion,and I am convinced that if the truth had

been known, an opportanity would have been
allowed us of saying whether we consented or
rOt to unite our fortunes with those of the
other Provinces.

Speech of Mr. Tobin.

Mr. ToBIN said:—1I have so often spoken on
on this question that I feel it in quite - uune-
cessary for me to address the House to-night
at any great length. It will be remembered
that when this subject was under discussion
during the last session of the legislature I was
80 indisposed that on the last night when the
division was taken I was scarcely able to ut-
tar 3 word. While that subject was urder
discussion, neither the leader of the govern-
roent nor any supporter of the government
knew which way I was going to vote. I have
advocated, however, this Union since I firat
entered public life. Indeed I have advocated
it even before I had the honour of a seat in
this House. I believe that I was mainly in-
strumental to the bringing forward of the re-
soluticn which was moved by Mr. Howe m
1861. At public meetings in this city, in Wind-
gor, in Kentville, in Truro I have addressed
targe audiences, and recrived from them tha
kindest attention. - After a fair discussion of
this question, I havs invariably found the peo-
ple of this country in favour of Umon. On
every occasion when I came before the elec-
tors of the city of Halifax aud of the Wastern
division, I advocated a- Union of the British
American Provinces. 1-bave been sustained
at three elections—at two by large majorities.
and at tha last without opnosition. So far as 1
am personally concerned I assume all the re-
sponsibility of my position, and X advocate this
Union because I bhelieve it is8 for the best in-
terests of British America. I believe that the
time has come -vhen we must onteron a new
state of political relatious with edch other.
Look at this House, to-day are we nét actu-
ally bursting our shell? Is there room for the
hon. gentlemen who come here from the differ-
ent counties? See how the desks are crowded
into the lobby. Therefore, I say, wehave out-
grown our condition, and require expansiop.
Wemust do like the Massachusetts man: when
the village becomes too large ho emigrates to
the Wess. We mnst look to the great West
which opens befove s and cultivate trade and
intercourse with its people. .

. Weg,e tagxqtled ,vs'iglzh.endewirorin[fl to take
away the privileges.of the people, and transfer
them to Canada. What is the. fa’&t? We g})\‘r)g
19,000 square milea, and get in return 400.
If we transfer our ravenus to
Qanada, shall we not have n'share in hér re-
venue? All the rovenues of the Provinces
are to be put info a common treasury for the
benefit of all. Each county of Nova Bootia

'new contributes to, and gets a share of the

trersry of Nova Sootia.. In the same way
each Province will contribute to, and obtain a
sharo of, the general treasury of the Qonfeder-
acy.- What is the first o.b{)ech to which our
common fands are to contribute? *Itis the In-
tercolonial Railway, whbich is going to bring
tha whole.of the great West immediately into
connection with us—to distribute merchandize
from ono end of the Confederacy to the other.
Let me turn your attention in another direc-

tion. "Who are the men in this bouse who haye

voted to refer this question to the British Go-
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vernmsant? Let wo just look across the floor,
and whom do I se6? An hon. geatlernan re-
vresanting the great agricultural county of
Kings—representing in himse'f wealth, intel-
ligence, and ability. Let me lock at Annapo=
iig, aud I find two members of that fine agri-
cultural county alse in favor of union. When
I cast my eye down the list, I see gentlemen
representing the great coal as well as the fish-
ing interests of this province, all of them ar-
rayed in support of this great measure of pro-
eress. [ find that only two counties, through
their representatives, voted unaniinously
against the resolution of last winter. I coufess
that at one time, in order to ‘put down agita-
tion on this question, my judgment inclined
e to go to the polls; but when I cometo look at
the position of things in this house, I feel I
would bé worse than the infallible juryman if
I expected to bring over thirty gentlemen
to my opinion.

I have listened attentively to the arguments
offered to the house since the debate com-
wmenced, and aspecially to those advaunced by
my hon. friend the member for East Ha-
lifax, who was one of the “People’s Dele-
gates,” in company with a gentleman whose
talents I admire and for whom I entertain tho
highest respect. What view did that hon.
member present of the constitutional aspect of
this question? I think that the pleasant time

he spent iu Kew Garden and Bushy Park, or | ¥

perhaps the omnibuses rolling down Piccadil-
ly, must have driven all arguments out of his
head. I think that my hon. friend might have
avaited himself of the opportuunities within bis
reach in the great English metropolis, and
8sarched out some precedents and authority
for the course he wishes us to pursue. As re-
Spects my bon, friend from Yarmouth, he is
true to his text. He has always been opposed
to railways and all measures of progress; in
point of fact, he thinks Yarmouth the hub of
the Province, and that we should always be
Sied to the old stage coach and move to the
musical notes of the wooden axle. Now I
think that the time has come to give up such
antiquated notions; and I hope and trust the
Rentlemen who will be sent to represent the
People at Ottawa—if that is the seat of govern-
ment—will reflect the intelligence and ability
of the country, and be in every way qualified
to promote its best interests,

There was another question to which my
hon, friend alluded, and that was the “ Orga-
hization of the Em%i(re” according to the pro-
Eramme issued by Mr. Howe. However high-
ly T value that gentleman’s opinion—however
@uch I may esteem him, I cannot help believ-
ing that it is a scheme of an entirely impracti-
Cablg character. ‘Such is the opinion, indeed,
of every public man and publicist everywhere
&'ho hasgiven the subject the least considera-

on,

If there is one section of this Province more
"kely than another to be benefited by this
onfederation, it is the city of Halifax. This
ust be the emporium, whence will be distri-
buted over the Confederacy all the merchan-
20 brought to our shores. Trade must be
8veloped to an infinite degree, labour will be
developed, in factall classes and interests will
ffceive s _valuable impulge. Our port will be
lled with shipping. and our wharves and
Warehouses groan with the merchandizo that

wiil be required for the Ocnfederati..a. Inever
could ynderstand how certain perv-ons in Ha-
lifax have opposed the schome of Union. Por-
haps T may stand almost alone in the profes-
sion to which 1 bslong. Thete are. a great
maany intelligent merchauts [ know opposed to
it, but Icanro: understand the reasons thatin-
fluence iLiem. No man is infallible, acd some
may not take that broad and generous view
of questions which men in a different position
of life can and do take on subjects of thiskind,
There is another question to which I have often
referred, and that is, the position of our youny
men. What is there to excite ambition amory
our young men in the existing condition of
things? The avenunes to employment are nar:
row aud confined. I regret to say that I know
of many young reen belonging to the respec-
tive professions whose energies are paralyzad
for want of sufficient employment, and of those
objects of ambition which are open 1o them ir
other countries. .

An allusion having been made to the fran-
chise law, I must say thbat that wasan act
passed in his Legislature from which I strong-
ly dissented. I have labored notso muoch per-
haps in public a8 other ways to have this ob-
nexions measure repealed. I am still as anxi-
ous as ever to see it struck - off the stitute
book; for I want the men who sent me here to
pass upon iny public acts during the past four
0aTs.

Since the house adjourned last year I have
had an opportunity of visiting Canada. ' 1 was
at Ottawa when the Legislaturs wag opened,
and when tl'e Fenian excitement prévailed. 1
was also at Malone and along tbe. line; but
nothing gave me greater pleasuré during my
visit than the manner in which the Ottaws
Parlinment was opened. I passed through
Canada and looked upon its fertile’ fields, its
vast resources, and its great commerce—its
hardy and thrifty population—its noble citien
replete with energy and enterprize.

Itis only requisite for any one-to pass
tbrough Canada to see that it is a country with
which we ought to be proud to rorm a close
alliance. I passed into the United States,and :
on my return I had the. honor of meeting at
Portland tke Provincial Secretary and Mr.
Archibald, and we had a very pleasant time
as far as St. John, and then we went up to
Fredericton, and whilst they were in com-
munication with the members of the New
Brunswick Goverament, 1 drove around the
little capital of the sister Province. I was de-
lighted to see 80 fine a country, such fine resi-
dences, and so highly an intelligent :pangle.
Previous to going to the United States, . I had
taken my passage in. the Cubnard steam-
er for the 19th of July, but had no idea that I
would have had the honor of travelling in
company with the delegates to England. It
appears, however, that when I -got on board 1
found four or five gbéntlemsuirom Nova Scotia
and my hon. friend from East Halifax as well.
We had a very gpleasant passage across the
Atlantic. I went ashore at Cork and passed
through the old land, and then I left for Lon-
don, where I saw my hon friends at.the Alex-
andrs Hotel very ocomfertably situated,
though it is true they appeared- a - little disap- -
pointed at the non arrival of their Canadian
friends. i : .

As regards the present question, I will take
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the whole responsibility of voting against
this resolation. I must confess that I have a
very high respect for the bon. gentleman
who moved this resolution, but we ought
not to put ourselves in the position of the
people of New Brunswick. Suppose we car-
ried that resolation, what spectacls would the
lhiouse present? Suppose the people, through
nistaken notions, and by the inflnence of the
press, undertook to turn out the inajority of
their present representatives that are in favor
of upion, and suppose that in the course of
eleven months they reversed their verdiet,
and seut their old friends to the wall, what a
spectacle we would present to the world! If
we voted for the amendment we would only
stultify ourselves--make an exbibition of our-
salves, that I trust for the sake of our self-res-
pect we will never be guilty of. After tha very
able speech delivered by the Provincial Sec-
rotary, in which he reviewed the whole subject
from its inception up to the prasent time, and
presented the constitutional aspect so clearly
and forcibly, that no man can fail to under-
stand it; after the able aud elaborate address
of the hon. member for South Colchester, (Mr.
Archibald), who i8 so well qualified to spsak
on this matter, I fee) that it is altogetker su-
verfluous for me to say much on this question.
[ndeed these speeches must have fully convin-
ced the house of the unconstitutionality of the
course proposed by the hon. member for
Guysboro’, and of the false position in which
the majority would place this Legislature if
they supported his amendment.

Speech of Mr. Annand.

Mr. ANNAND said—As no other gentleman
seems inclined to coutinue the debate, and hav-
ing been frequently referred to by hon. mem-
bers opposite, ia terms inviting reply, I feel
that T would ill discharge my duty to my con-
gtitnents and myself if I did not at once
meet some of the arguments addressed to the
house. Anud in 8o doing. allow me to refer to
the last speaker first The hon. member for
West Halifax, Mr. Tobin, alluded to my so-
journ in the mother country, and playfually
suggested that my visits to Kew Gardens and
Park, and dinners at the Star and Garter,had
made me insensible to the force of the argu-
ments in favor of the change in our institu-
tions which he and his associates are so anxi-
ous to accomplish. Anpd in the same spirit
I reply that I had the pleasure, besides
gseeing my Bon. friend at thoss celebrated
localitles of meeting nearly all the Delegates
in those classic gardens of Cremorne, and of
visiting the hon. member himself at ¢ Half-
moon street’—a very suggestive name, but 1
hiope not an appropriate one in regard to the
hallucinations with which he appears afflict-
ed, as to the rights of the people of this
country upon the question now under consi-
deration. The hon. member seems to think
that after seven months’ sojourn in the me-
tropolis of the world, surrounded by elevating
objects, and eujoying the society of the fore-
meost people in the universe, T should have
come back with larger views, and prepared
to support this scheme of Contederation. Bir,
T did not go to England to enlarge my views, in
pregence of which thisCanadian scheme dwarfs
into insignificance; I did not go there to learn
the doctrines which I hold respecting the Or-

ganization of the Empire—to make the nation
to which we all ackuowledge a common alle-
giance fearless of aggression, and invulners.-
ble in Britain’s vast domain. I had read np
to that point vears before, and although tha
proposition to make the Empire ono ard iu-
divisible may be ridiculed here, the time may
come, and I venture to predict will come,
when justice will be done to the few, perhaps
tho very few, who preferred the organization
to the dismemberment of the Empire. Sir,
we now bhelong to the greatest nation of these
modern times, and what more do we require?
Uuion with Canada—an insignificant portion
of a confederacy of four millions of people, un-
able to protect themselves from aggression
and conquest? No; what wesbould aim at is
the consolidation of tt e Empire—the elevation
of the colonist to the same status as an Eng-
lishman; and by giving us a voice in the great
asgsembly of the nation, make every Nova
Scotian feel, and every Englishman feel, too.
that we ars not_inferiors but equals, and
equally entitled with themselves to the honors
and distinctions of the Crown.

These wers my feelings when I went to
England, and they are my feelings now. Iba-
long to the greatest Co.nfe.dom':y the world
ever saw — t0 England, with her fifty Colo-
nies in every part of the globe —to a nation
with two hundred and fifty millions of peo-
ple, and London for our capital. Gentlemsn
opposite talk of the expense, of the taxation
for defence, that would result from represen-
tation in the Tmperial Parliament. But have
they ever thought of the enormous taxes we
will have to pay when we are Confederated
when we will have to provide means to erect
fortifications and support our own army and
navy? It is right, sir, that we should pay
such reasonabls sum as we can afford for our
defence. We must pay to somebody, and the
question for us to consider is to whom that
contribution should be made. Wa might pay
to the United States, which is ablo to protect
ns, but this could only be done at the sacri-
fice of our allegiance, and is therefors out of
the question We pay to Canada, but it is evi-
dent that, with her lonpg and exposed froutier
she is unable to defend herself, and therefore
is in no condition, even after tho most lavish
expsnditure of money, to protect us. But I
would pay to neither. I would pay to Eng-
land--not pound for pound with the people of
the British Islands, with their vast accumu-
lations of property and concentration of
wealth—but such sum as a comparatively
poor country, with a sparse population, conld
afford to pay, With these viaws I visited the
mot.er country; I cherish them still, and will
continue to do 80 until they are crushed out by
tyranny and oppression, in preference to those
which are said to animate some gentlemen oy
these benches who favor Confederation as tha
readiest mode of anuexing these Colonies to
tbe United States.

Ounr merchants have been referred to—and
who more competent to_judge of the merits
of such a measure? Who more acute and
more likely to arrive at a sound judgment?
These men, by patient induastry, have bailt
up fortunes in the community, and what posi-
tion have they taken in reference to this ques-

tion? On the seaboard line of Halifax, from the
Dockyard to Moren’s wharf, nnt miore than
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half a dozen can bs found to support the Con-
federation of the Provinces. The wealth, the
stamina, the bone and sinew of the country are
against this scheme of Union One hon. gentle-
man amused me by asking what was there
among us to satiefy the ambition of our young
men. What more will there be when we are
confederated? Gentlemen talk asif Canada was
a foteign country, and as if, at present, weo
conld not go there aud ecmbark in any branch
of business whenever it may suit us to do so.
Is it not notorious that the young men of
Canada are crossing by hundreds and thon-
sands to the United States, in much larger
numbers than from the seaboard Provinces?
Our Province is too small now for some peo-
ple, but I would like to know the country
under the sun where men, with steady indus-
try and strict economy, can more raadily ac-
Q&ire independence. My hor. friend from

est Halifax was a young man hinigelf when
he first came here, and the country would
appear to have been large enough for him to
acquire, in 8 comparatively short time, a hand-
some fortune and a position which we all hope
he may live long to enjoy. And if disposed, I
could point to dozens of that gentleman’s fel-
low-countryman, who at no distant period
landed upon our shores, poor but industrious
men, who have become wealthy, and who, with
my hon. colleague, have no reason to complain
t,l:atlghe country in which it was made wastoo
small,

Reoference has been made to the franchise
law, and I am not sorry it was made. I was
one of the Government that introduced the
bill, and Mr. Archibald and the Provincial
Secretary, now colleagues, were the two an-
tagonists who fought out the question in this
Assembly. The former gentleman was then
Attorney General,—he was the father of the
bill,:—he pressed its acceptance upon the Gov-
ernment, but I am willing to take my share
of the responsibility attaching to a measure,
which if bad the majority opposite bavae it in
their power to repeal. If the franchise act is,
as they say, distasteful, why not bring in a
bill to repeal it? If such a bill were intro-
duced X would allow the gentieman who ori-
ginated the term “gutter men” and his new
friend ;the Provincial Secretary to fight it
out and would net oppose it. I am willing
to try ount this question upon the old fran-
chige, and see if the majority of the men who
returned this Assembly are or are not in fa-
vor of Confederation. The gentlema# who
precaded me took passage to England in the
same steamer as that in which I went. I en-
joyed his society during the voyage. but did
lie visit England as his position entitled him
to. He is a prominent supporter of the Gov-
ernment, perhaps the mot influential in their
ranks. He is beside a merchant of standing
in the community, and to the shame of the
Government be it told that neither Le mnor
any other merchant was appointed on tbe
delegation. Five lawyors and a doctor were
selected to change the constitution of the
Province, No one ident:fied with the com-
merce of the country, its fisheries or agricul-
ture need apply—and the lawyers and the
docter had it all to themselves. My hon.
friend bhas faily earned his_position—and
why, I ask, was he treated, as I know he was,
firat by the Government who ignored his

claims when here, and then by the Delgates
on the other sidle. We have heard of the fes-
tivities at Stowe and other places, but who
ever heard of that gentleman being incinded
in theinvitations? And if no!, why not? I
think that those gentlemaun having secured
his support, the least they could have done
was’'to have paid Lhim that attention to which
his talents and position fully entitled him. It
has beeu asked, what position will we be in it
we carry this amendmeni:? We will be
situated juat in this way: that while the result
is trembling in the balance, hefora the bill ia
assented to by the Commons, we can telegraph
across the Atlantic to say: ‘‘ The Parliament
of Nova Scotia have declared the right of the
people to speak on the subject.” When that
message arrived all action would he stayed and
the Imperial Governmen: would await the do-
liberate opinion of the psople of this country.
‘We will then have dona justice to the mon
who sent us here—who did not give us zu-
thority to chanpge the conatitution, but to
make laws under the constitution which we
now enjoy. The hon. gentleman who spoke
first this evening (Mr. Shannon) alluded to
the union of Scotland and England as a caso
analogous to ours;—but let me point out one
or two distinctions. England and Scotland
had been at war for centuries, and they
formed parts of the samo island. Scotland
gave England 2 King, she was without colo-
nies, and by the offer to share the trade of the
larger kingdom had every inducement to
union with Enpgiand. These were the argu-
ments addressed to the Scottish mind, and we
must all admit their force; but what has Ca-
nada to offer us? Does sha offer us addition-
al trade with colonies from which we were
previeusly excluded? Have we ever been at
war with her? Are we part of the same Is

land? And insteal of our giving her king
will she not lord it over us? Is her geogra-
phical position like ours? Nature evideutly
formed the Island, now England and Scot-
land to be under one governmeut, but with
a narrow strip of land connecting the Mari-
time Provinces with Canads, in many places
not more than twenty-six to thirty miles
wide, is it not evident.that ‘geography pro-'
tests against the union of Provinces, whose
railways and telegraphs in time of war could
be severed in fifty nlaces, and all communica-
tion intercepted. We are asked to be united
to a country which is frozen up five months in
the year, which bas no trade to offer us of
which we cannot avail ourselves now. More
than that, Scotland went into the union with
the advantage in a pz2cuniary point of view,
and we go into Confederation with the money
part of the arrapgemeant all in favour of Cnn:y
da-so0 that the cases instead of being parallel,
are entirely opposite. We being a maritime -
and consuming people, will consume, man for
man, $3 for every $1 consumed by Lower Oa-
nadians, and more than even the better class
of Upper Canadians. In the face of these facts
I think the hoan gentleman has not shown that
the measure is desirable from a commercial
point of view, nor yet in relation to defence,
Reference was also made to the banner which
I should hereafter digplay. Iam notprepared
to elevate any banner but the one we now
have. I prefer to remain a8 I am until a
change is forced npon me. I am opposed to
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annexation to the United States as well as to
union with Canada; but I think it may be eas-
ily shown that every argument that can be
found in favour of the smaller Coafederation
would apply with greater force to the larger.
Let me, while upon this branch of the subject,
read ar extract from the case of the Maritime
Provinces, and I will not shrink from defend-
ing every line and word that that document
containg:—

“The terms offered to the Maritime Provinces ara
far more liberal {han those grudgingly yielded by the
Canadians. Let us contrast them. By Gen. Banka’s
bill Nova Scotia would at onee secure free trade with
thirtg-four millions of people, whose markets are ac-
cessible at all seasons, instead of with three millions,
who are frozen up for half the year, and in‘summer
oan only be got at by a long tedious river navigation.
They would participate in the Ameriocan. fishing
bounties g0 long 28 these Iast, They would secure
proteotion abroad, which the Canadians cannot give
them. Capital would flow in srom Boston and New
York to work their mines and employ their water-
power. Cavada has nona to spare. Turning from
material to political interests, how would matters
stand? Nova Sootia would enter the Union as a
State clothed with the acsustomed rights, and guard-
ed by recognized seourities. She would select her
own gOVernors, judges and senators, uncontrolled by
any Pederal authority. \All these, bg the Quebec
schieme, are to be geleated for her by the ruling par.
ties at Ottawa; and, while she elected all her own
state Jlegislators and officers, the Supreme Court
should protect her in case of collision or encroach-
m.nto" * * » - * * *

11'With all the temptations offered us at Washing-
ton, we ask simply to be let alone, or we ask to be
folded to our mother’s bosom, and not ¢ast out into
the wilderness of untried experiments aud politieal
speculation, Nova Scotia says te England, as Ruth
said to Naomi, ‘' Where you go we will go; your
people shall be our people.”” This love and afiaction
spring from a thousand sources that we nee : not lin~
ger to desoribe, but which it would be a fatal mistake
to suppose can ever be transferred, You cannot en-
dorse our hearts or our allegiance over to the Cana-
dians as Yon would 8 note of hand, or investa village
on the O
tions that cluster around London.””

These lines were penned in London,—I en~

dorse every word of them here and continue to

avow that every material advantage offered by |

Confederation with Casada is offered to ns with
much greater inducement by Contederation
with the United States. But I am opposed to
both. I have never sat down to calculate the
advantages. which annexation would bring to
us. [ never had any desire to do so, but have
deliberately shrunk from the task, because I am
too much” attached to British institutions. I
preter the British form of government and will
not yield it up until I am compelled, bus T can-
not shut my eyes to the commercial advaateges
of closer connection with the United States
while my sympathies are all with England.—
Mr. Shaanon said thet he disliked the name Ca-
nada as applied to the new Dominion. In that
particufar he and I entirely agree, but it would
not bave done to have called it Britisi America,
for the time is comiug, owing to the Confeder-
ation scheme, when we will not be British, when
we will be nothing but Americans. Tie change
of the names of the;Provinces shews that we are
to be made a Colony ot Canada, and I should
like to hear some gentleman rise and reply en
that branch of the question. But the hon. gen-
tleman has defended the scheme prepared in

tawa with the historic interest and associa-

England as superior to the scheme laid before
us by the delegates to Quebec. It will be re-
membered that the Quebec scheme lefs the Pro.
vinces concurrent jurisdiction in reference to
the fisheries, but by the London arcangement
the matter has been removed from the contro!
of the local legislatures so that an agricultural
country having no immediate interest in the
fisheries and possessing a tonnage oul7 equal to
half that of Nova Scotia, is to control an inter-
est deeply affecting the people of the four Mari-
time Provinces. The government of Canada,
in the hope of conc liating the American go-
vernment, last year compelled us to give up our
fisheries for the paltry consideration of 50 cents
per ton while a tax of $2 per barrel was imposed
upon our mackerel. Wha¢ security have we
that they will not surrender our eatire interests
in this particular to the Americans? And who
can doubt that the agricultural counties in the
reer with their large representation in the Con-
feaerate Commons, will receive far more con-
sideration than the seaside Provinces with their
handtul of members ?

The hon. member for South Colchester, Mr.
Archibald, with singular inconsistency, says in
one breath we must be a new nation, and inthe
next that our relations with the Mother Coun-
try will not be changed by Confederation. I
Jjoin issue with him upon both points. We want
no new nationality. We are well enough as
we are, and althcugh 1 think it would have been
wise to have legislatively unitéd the Maritime
Provinces in one Governrment under the Crown,
I cannot concur with those who wish to make
these Provinces independent of the Mother
Country.

We all know how the American Colonies were
lost to England, which probably never would
have happened had the sage advice of such
men as Adam Smith been taken, and a voice
given to theold Colonies in the imposition of
taxes and the making of laws. These States
would now have been a part of the British Em-
pire, and that Empire would now be invincible
against the entire universe. What power would
dare to assail tho Empire if these, the now two
greatest nations in the world, were one. Our
true policy I contend, and our duty as British
subjects are.not to dissever the Empire, but to
share the fortunes of England, to cling to, and,
if need be, to defend her. 1 differ entirely from
those who advocate the dismemberment of the
Empire, and I believe this Cofederation
schemse to be the beginning of the decline and
fall of that great country of which we are all so
fond. How long will the West Indies be re-
tained when we are gone? And will not the cry
then come up for new nationalities and indepen-
dence from the Australian Colofiies and the
Cape. New Zealand and the smaller Colonies
will catch the infection, and when all ie gone
this now powerful and noble Empire will be re-
duced to two small islands. Against this fatal
policy, the inevitable result as I believe of this
Confederation scheme, I sincerely and solemaly
protest. Tt ig said that in twenty years our
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population will be eight or ten millions, enough
to maintain our independence as a nation, but
we may be assured that by thst time the popu
lation of the United States, rceruited from the
old world, most of whom prefer to go there, wiil
more likely be sixty-eight or eighty miliion ,
making the discrepancy between that country
and ours greater instead of less than now. I
repeat whatI said last night, that these Mari-
time Provinces must telong to either England
or the United States,—we canno: belong to
Canada, nor can we form a new nation. You
may call the Confederation. that is to be, mon-
archical, with a Governor-General at its head,
but it must become a Republic

Look at the clause of the bill which refors to
the appointment of Senators: 72 of them are o
be created in one batch for life,—and what mcre
likely than a dead lock between them and the
House of Commons? And if so how is it to be
overcoms? I never was in favour of the Upper
House being electiv?, as far as regards Nova
Scotia, while our institutions were monarchical;
but uander Confederation I should say, by all
means let them go out in rotation, so that that
branch may be influenced by public opinion.
Is it not evident that when the embryo republic
is fairly in operation, if the local Legislatures,
pressed by their various constituencies, should
for instance, propose that the Lieut. Governor,
instead of being nominated by the Governor-
General, should b2 elected by the people—and I
can fancy that such a proposal might be made
—at its first meeting here, the conflict that
would in such & case ensue between the various
legislative bodies would result in serious collis-
ion—perhaps smash the whole confederacy into
pieces. Suppose a resolution were adopted de-~
claring that the senatora should be elected—and
I may here say that such a change would be a
misfortune to some persons who have stood for
a day on the hustings and only secured a hand-
ful of votes—you will then be creating nota
monarchy, bat a republic—a poor imitation of
that of Mexico, to be crumpled up whenever
the American eagle chocszs to grasp it in its
talons.

Our relations with England will not, we are
told, be changed by Confederation, Were that
statement correct, half my objections would be
removed. But what are the facts? At the
present moment the humblest Nova Scotian, the
poorest man in the land, if he has a grievance
toredress, if he has received injustice at the
haods of the local government, has the privi
lege of appeal and laying his complaint at the
foot of the throne. That is the position now.
Bus the moment the Confederation Bill becomes
law, all communication between the people of
Nova Scotia and the Home Government will be
cffectually zut off, and instead of appealing to
his Queen at Windsor, he will have to go cap in
hand to the Governor General at Ottawa, We
are now a colony of Great Britain, but under
Confederation we will be a dependency of Ca-
nada. And yet the learned member for Col-
chester says our position in relation to Epgland
will be the same!

The hon. gentleman referred to a remark

ade by mc last evening, respecting a tyranni-
cal majority, and commented on the apparent
inconsistency of an observation in reference to
the mode in which Contederation was carried
in the neighbouring Provioce. How was the
measure carried there? Mr. Tilley, man like
as he always is, appeal-d to the people and was
defeated. I give him credit for the ingenuity
by which he converted a minority into a majo-
rity, but I cannot shut my eyes to the fact that
but for the unconstitutional action of the Gover-
nor, who browbeat the Council by whom he was
surrounded, using the Queen’s name unfairly,
taking advantage of Fenian threats, holding out
the idea that Confederation was the only means
of procuring the Intercolonial Railway, the ex~
penditure on which would make everybody rich,
and make Ne » Lrunswick a great country,—
only for these influences, even Mr. Tilley’s
clever strategy and perseverance would have
failed. The history of that period has yet to be
written, but I do not hesitate to say that if New
Brunswick had not been operated upon in a way
anything but creditable to the chief actors in
that Province, I do not believe that the resolu-
tion of last session would have been adopted.

The hon, member for South Colchester re-
marked that if ever there was a period when
the Americans had an opportunity of coming
in and buying up the Provinces it was the pre
sent time, when we are on the eve of an elec-
tion. I can fancy an easier mode than by go-
ing to the polls to corrup} the country. It
might, perhaps, be easiar to buv a majorily of
this House in favour of Confederation than to
purchase & majority of the electors ; and when
the time comes, if it should ever come, for buy-
ing up not ounly this Province, but the entire
Confederscy a very different system will be
pursued from that which the hon. gentleman
suggests—it is so much easier buying wholesale
than by retail.

American diplomatists, with their. iogenuity
and with the large means of corruption in their
hands, will say, “Come in and enjoy fellowship
with us. You are only four millions of peaple,
we are thirty-four millions. Come and have
free trade with us; we are your natura! custom-
ers; there are no markets like ours. Qur taxa-
tion is enormous, but inten years it will be re-
duced o-e half; and the inerease o* our popula-
tion in twenty years will extinguish it altoge-
ther.” Thatis the way in which these Colo-
nies may be dealt with when confederated; and
this may be a good reason why the name Cana-
da has been substituted for that of British Ame-
rica. Mr. Archibald referred to Governor
Banks-—our ally, as he is pleased to term him.
s Mr. Banks in favor of the organization of the
Empire?

Mr. ArcuisaLp.—The hon. member is alone
upon that question.

Mr. Axvanp.—Even if I was, I would not be
discouraged. It is not the first time I wagin a
minority of one, and I had not to wait long be-
fore the friends who left me for the moment
were forced to admit that I was right, I was in
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a minority of one—I stood alone—at a celebrat-
ed meeting Iast winter at which that hon. gen-
tleman was present, and if my advice had been
taken, as it ought to have lbeen, it would not
uave been'in the power of the anthorities on
both sides of the water to say that the leaders of
the Oppouition,' as well as the leaders of the Go
vernment were all in favor of Confederation.

The hon. member took exception to my cal-
calations and referred to the Hon. George Brown
as a great anthority. 1 .admitthe authority.
That gentleman is one of the ablest public men
in Canada, and is rarely wrong on qudstions of
fingnce, nor is he far wrong in the figures refer
red to although thereis an error of $13.829, the
total amount we are to recdive being $880,000
instead of $393,829 as stated in the Globe, when
our population reachés 400,000. But the hon.
member for Colchester ie, or was, a greatautho-
rity on finance. TheProvincial Secretary, his
former opponent, but now’ his leader, dabbed
him the '‘Figure'Man” of the late Government—
that gentleman is very dexterous in boxing
figures, to borrow an expression from the other
side, but, somehow or other, ke is rarely right
The Financial Secretary
will remember the gloomy forebodings of the
hon. member for South Colchester in 1865 and
1866,—that we were on the eve of afinancial
crisis —and his confident and reiterated predic-
tions'that there would be a large falling off in the
revenue in both those years, notwithstanding
which the revenue has largely increased in both
of them and our financial position materially
improved,—and I am glad of it. :

We hear a good "deal about able financiers,

but in most cases the men who earn that name |’

are those who can convert a deflcit into & sur-
plus—the Galts and men of that stamp—who
boast of . an incresse of ravenue over expendi-
ture when the credit of the countryis at itslowest
ébb, and th- Government is forced to borrow
money at ruinous rates of interest. The hon.
member for Colchester has favored us with a
long array of figures from the Toronto Globe, in
which it is attempted to be shown that the Ma-

‘ritime Provinces have received more than their

share f mopey, and Canada far less, by the
change in the finaucial arrangements. The
calculation of the Globe is ingenious, and may
have its effect in Canada, in 1 censing the pen-
ple of that Province against the Goveroment to
which Mr. Brown is determinedly opgosed, but
it can hardly impose upon any one in this couns
try. ‘The papers on the table show that our
Customs revenue sloue increased $372 000 since
1863, the year selected as the basis of tha
amount to be paid for the support of the local
Governments. That amount has been expend-
ed in enlarging our humane esteblishments,
upon education, roade ‘and bridgee, ferries, &e.
Where would the $372,000 have gone if we
were that year confederated with Canada ?—
Where but into thé Canadian treasury, and so
with every increase of revenue in all time to
come. Iknow it will be eaid that our surplus
revenue will form' a * common fund.” True,
the fund may be common, but the question fo<

ue to ask ourselves is: How much are we to
get back when the money is in the Federal
chest, for local purposes? It is vain to deceive
ourselves on this point—the Confederation Bill
settles the question. ]

Whatever may be our wants and necessities,
every farthing required for local purposes over
and above the 80 cents a head and the $60,000 a
year, muat be raised by direct taxation, 'and by
direct taxation alone My hon friend from
Shelburne referred this ovening to the. coal
mines, upon which we might, if severely press-
ed, have raised additional revenue, but even
that privilege accorded by the Quebec stheme,
ot imposing an export duty, has been taken
away from the local and handed over te the ge~
neral government. We give Canada the power
to tax one of our chief exports ; and we are
then asked to be thankful for a few cents addi-
tional perhead. Let me give the member for
South Colchester another calculation, one to
which I challenge a reply. I am now address-
ing myself to the people of this country, who, if
not familiar with the teachings of Hallam and
Blackstone and other coustitutional authorities,
which have been quoted against their liberties,
well understand transactionss in money in which
their pecuniary interests are involved

Last year wo gave in round numbers $800,000
for local purposes—mark, for strictly local pur~
poses Now lot us see what we are to receive
under Confederation :— )

Anad first, there is the 80 cents 4 head, $264,688
Than thera is the grant for expenses

ot the Loocal Government, 69,000
And lastly, thers is to be a farther al- -

.lowanoa of 80 cents s head un'il our.

populaties reaches 400,000, which I

throw in, although we are not like

1y to receive it until the deocennial :

census takes place in 1871, 66,314

$280,000

Add to this the local revenne fer the

mines, orewn lands, &o., whioh I

put down at 155,000
And we havs s total revenue of $585,000

‘with which to pay $800,000, the sum appropria-

ted for local objects last year, showing a defi-
ciency of $285,000 the very flrat . year, and be-
fore the high tariff of Canada, the stamp daties,
the newaspsaper fax, and the other ingenious ex-
pedierits for raising money are brought into ope-
ration. - I have said that the total revenue from
all sources will be $535,000 Lot us see how
far this would go towards the local expenses of
the coun'ry. Wae last vear granted —
For Education,

< $183,695
Board of Works, for servicss which will still

be chargezdbla on our local revenue, 79,620
Roads and Bridges, 274 228
Legislativa expenses, 46,420

$533.768

Here, then, we have four items absorbing the
entire revenue you will have under Confedera
tion, leaving unprovided for the following serv-
ices, which were last year estimated to cost—
agriculture, $14,000; crown lands, $18.600;
mines department, $17,695; packets and ferries
within the province, $11,070; mscellaneous
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$46,631 ; navigation securities, $30,000; mak-
ing a total of $187,798, besides salaries, coroners
inquests, public printing, &c. Thie enormous
de iciéncy can only.be miade up in onz wav—in
the way painted oat in the bill—in the way des-
cribed by the hon memb>r’s own authority—the
Hon. George Brown himself—by direct taxation
_on the people of this country. In the face of
these facts—and I challenge their investigation
—an attempt is made to influence the house by
quoting some paliry figures from an article in
the Globe, which, after makiog & show of oppo-
sition to the financial arrangements, finishes off
with a declaration that “with all these fanlits we
like the scheme.” C
The hon' member has spoken in conterwptu-
_ous terms of our “foreign allies ”’ Sir, we have
1o gllies but the people of this country, whose
- upturned faces” he has ridiculed, snd whose
. wishes lie has the hardihocd to despise. Dutit
ill becomes that genileman, so lately in v ry
qu-ationsble company, to lecture us upon our
allies. Who, when in London a fow weeks agn,
were his friends and confreres? n what re-
spect is Mr. Cartier, the Attorney General for
Janada “xat, who shouldered his musket and
afterwards ran away, when Lower Canadn wsas
in rebellion jn 1838 a better man than Mr
Danks? " lien there.is D’ ircy MciTee, of cab-
tage garden potoriety; Galf, who headed an an-
nexation movement in Yoateasl, when the Par-
liament buildings were burst down and the
Queen’s Representative was pelted through the
streets, Another delegate is a born Yenkee:
the fourth is eaid to be looking to Washington};
and the fifth, the chief scribe at the Quebec
Conference, opposed the Union of the Provinces
two or three years ago, because, in his then opi-
rion, it would lerd t0 separation from the wo-~
t ercountry These are the allies, the sworn
bosom friends of the hon member, who has
ilared to mora than insinuate ¢ at my friand
- Mr. Howe and myseif were in league with for-
eign allies and endeavouring to subvert British
tnstitutions, Ths hon member has sneeringly
gaid that mv leader, *'r. Howe, and my follow-
er, Mt. McDonald. spant months in Londog en-
.. deavouring to convince thé British public. I
reply to that gemtleman, who was once a re-
spected leader himsalf, bu2 i3 now the humble
follower of the Provincial Secretary, that we
did largely influence the public mind and shske
confidence in the Confederation eecheme; and I
hag it from the lips of gentlemen in Eng'and,
who did pot share onr opinions, ‘that we had
done rhuch to educatz the Pritish public in re-
8pect to the position, resources and rights of
taesz ‘laritime Provinces. We may not have
8accexded in reaching the hearts of the Lords,
for it was not to ba expected that we would to
any large extent operate upon the sympathies
of 8 body 8o far removed. from popular influ-
ences' - We may not have succeeded in resch-
Ing the convictions of a majority of the Com-
. Moasg, bt what ogporhmity had we? Asevery
. oue knows, until Parliament meets, ve:y few of
he meutbers are in town—they arz scattered all
o er the couth;‘y'. We sent in our case to Tarl

Carnarvon, but when the bill was read a firat
time the correspondence was nnt on the table,
and th2 Queen only had the bill submitted to
her the day before it was introduced.

As Ihave said, on the third reading in the
Lords, a large number of Peers withdrew, leav-
ing only nine present, when one noble Lord
had finished urging our case. Then it was sent
to the Commons, and read a second time on the
following day, contrary to the practice which
has always prevailed there of giving at least a
week between the first and second readings for
the consideration of any important measure. o
rapid was the action of the under Secretary for
the Colonies, presed on by those who are now
pressing it on us, that the papers on which the
members could alone form the judgment were
not in their hands until the second morning, and
one member sta‘ed that he had only time to read
that clause of the bill, which refers to the Inter-
colonial Railway before the division on the second
reading was taken. This reminds me that the
member for Colchester has turned my attention
to the subject of the Intercolonial Railway. It
is well known that a guarantee was obtained for
that work in 1862 through the exertions of
Messrs. Hewe and Tilley, and but for the bad
faith of the Canadians the railroad might have
beon finished to-day and working, as to whether
working profitably or not, I will not undertake to
say. Hesays I complained of the delegates get-
ring only three millions instead of four, and fur-
ther, that four millions were not asked for. If
£0 then we were deceived by the press, by th
Canadian News among others, for it was plainly
stated that that was the sum and the impression
was confirmed by the fact that Mr. Fleming had
es’imated that amount as necessary, and our own
experience of the es'imates and cost of railways
@ave us no reason to think it could not be built
for less. We are blamed for remonstrating
against the guarantee,—we were willing to re-
monstrate against anything and everything to
save the interes's which were entrusted to us.
Wouid I scll the libertics of my country .for a
few miles of railroad, even if half the trade of the
world were to come over it? Would I say to my
constituents ““ you have elected me, Irespect you
for your intelligence, but you are not competent
to express an opinion on a matter that will sweep
away your revenues and Elace unlimited powers
of taxation in a body which you cannotcontrol?” I
was going to say that for all the roads in the
world I would not consent to that, and we there-
fore thought it right to use every means to des-
troy the scheme, and as the road is said to -be an
essential part of it, and a necessity for Cana-
da, we could take the chances for the future un-
til she came to her senses, and there is no doubt
that erelong she would have had to cometo us and
asked us to build our share. There was another
reason, for our suggesting that a guarantee for
the larger sum should not be given,—one of the
most powerful influcnces at work in favor of Con-
federation is the organization known as the
Grand Trunk Railway Company of Canada,
whose chairman, Watkins, made the statement in
the House of Commons that the measure had
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been discussed at cvery -polling booth in Nova
Scotia: It is the interest of that company to 1n-
crease thevalue of their read from Quebec to
Riviere du Loup, and more especially to secure
the expenditure of the three millions, and get the
eatire lineiinto their hands, We were apprehen-
-sive that the same system of jobbing which ex-
tracted ton millions of money from British capi-
“ talists some years ago would be-repeated! over
" again, and we thought it only right and proper
to give a word of caution to the British people
here was another reason for my action alse,
and I mention it in the hearing of gentlemen who
have known for years the opinions which I held
in'respect to this railway;—that was that the
road, passing through a harsh and forbiddin
country, having grades too steep for a large ang
. profitable traffic, would not bring to us the ad-
‘vantages that have been promised. There was
no reason to believe that a large amount of
traffic would be brought to the harbor of Halifax
. and if we had nad any doubts-npon that point,

- Mr. Fleming’s report, made afier 10 or 12 routes’

had been explored, shows that the Intercolonial
Railway might be tapped at Danville and the
traffic diverted by the North American and Eu-
ropean line which could carry more cheaply, be-
...cduse the snow does not fall so deeply on.its
track, while the grades were lighter; and the dis-
tanoce between Mentreal and -Halifax considera-
- bly less.” When { read that report, and found
» farther thatat St. John and not a¢ Halifax the
trade was likely to centre, I must confess that
my interest in the Intercolonial Railway was
--lavgely abated. I trusttherefore that I have an-
swered the hon. gentleman’s banter upon this
point,
1-was in Englaud for several months and had
an opportunity daring that time of discussing
- the measuie with able and intelligent mon; and
-.dewn to the hour 1 left, whenever I had a chance
of stating the actual state of aftairs in Nova Sco-
tia, when I told them that at the only three elec-

tions held since the scheme was mooted the mea- |

- sure had been condemned, and when I claimed
for our people the right to speak on it, I did not
i+ find one who did not say, “you are right and

your people should have ‘the privilege you claim | /:

“- for them.” That I believe would have been the
feeling of the House of Commons but for the mis-
resentations’ of such men as Mr, Watkins

who knows the Colonies well, and who is almost,

a8 familiar with the state of publi¢ opinion in the
‘Provinces as with the Grand Trunk Railway

Compdny, of which he is the Chairman -and

- ‘Managing Director.
1 do not wonder, siy, when such men as My,

' Watkins and Sir John Pakington made the state- |

*“ments which came from their lips to a body of
-+ gentlemen ut’ erly ignorant of the facts of the

case, that the ‘House was misled. But there is
" time enough yet to avert this great wrong if

members would do their duty to-night, and claim |

for their constituencies the right they should
" pogsess. The tidings would be wafted across
8?0 Atlantic with lightning speed that the action
of the gentlemen professing to represent Nova
Scotia 1n the Delegation had been condemned,

the measure would be gostponed, and our coun
try would be saved. (Cheers.)

Speech of Mr. Blanchard. .

Mr. BLANCHARD 8aid: The observatious |
have to make on this guestivn will be com-
ressed into & very small corupass, and shall
e chiefly confined fo the poinf which has been
brought before she bouseé by ‘lie hoy. member
for Guyaborough. I think the constitutional
point connected with this ameridment bas been
80 thoroughly discussed by those who preceded
mé that I need not dwell on it at any leugth—
in fact that I need not touch It all. - I shall not
refer to the remarks of the hou. member for
East Halifax, except that when I heard the
bon, member drop the unfortupats observa-
tion “that it was easier to buy a majority of
the members of this house than a majority of
the electors” it grated harshlg npomn my ears.
I am glad that the hon. member subsequently
withdrew so unwarrantabie an insinnation .1
think it came with an exceedingly ill grace
from the hon. member fo make any insinea-ion
against any meinber of this house of which he
claims to be the father. I think it proper to
state in my place that I look npon this Legis-
lature as much above corruption as any Legis-
lature that I have ever heard of, and every
hon. member composing it as much above cor-
rpption a8 the hon. gentleman himself; and it
will not do for bim to say to this bounse or any
future one that it could be approached with
brihes;or tiatthereis any government who
would dare to “buy” geutlemen with the ob-
juct of effecting some purpose. 8uch a charge
could nnt bo sunported for an instant in this
house. Gentlemen in it, I am glad to say, have
proved themselves above the inflaance of
party. I remember when séveral gen'lemen
on this side of the house supported the Go-
vernment on the guestion of Education against
the upin‘ons of 8 majority of their friends, and
[ am glad to be ablo to say that the peoplenow
endorse the action we then took. -

Mr. LOGKE~No!

Mr. BLANCEARD.—Let the hon. member for
Shelburne with his ten thousand people say
“no,” but I ask him to cowe to Inverness wich
its twenty thousand souls, and he will hear a
very different story. They will tell him that
wa.gave them a grest boon when we gave them
'rée 8Chools—a system of Education above that

enjoyed by the people of England, and which

-has obtained the eucominms of ths publicists

of that country. (Hear, heat.)

* The hon.member for East Halifax - sesmed
to be remarkably well acquainted -with the
means used hy the American diplomgtists, to

} support in Legisiatures. For my
pars:I do not know anything about the matter,
but T think that American diplomatists who
should attempt to approach the Parllament, at
Ottawa, would be xoet ip the same manner
they would be in this Legislature. :

" When weo are told that we ought to have an
appeal to the pspple I contend this is an Ame-
rican doctrine. But even inthe United States
what is the tice? Conventions are elested
and helgd for the purpose in view, But does
the convention finally settle the question? No.
It goes from that convention to the polls to be
reaffirmed by thepedple. .The votes are given,
and ‘the whole are countedl, and if thére is a
majority of “ayes,” the “ayes” carry it, and
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if the majority is in the negative, the “nays”.
carry it Can we have a plebiscite under such
circnmstances? (I take Hants, Kings, Queens,
Shelburne, and Vietoria, the united population
of which amounts to 63,000 baving 16 represen-
tatives. Now,on the other hand, take Cumber-
land, Invernéss, Annapolis, Lunenburg and
ape Breton, having unitedly a8 popnlation of
97,500 and only 14 members. How, under such a
system of representation, can we expect to get
a fair verilict from the people? It takes two
men in Invernessto be equal to one man in
Shelburne. - Pictou has 35,000 peopls, and
ur members— or the same number that
Kings has with half the population... How,
then, could any house returned after an elec-
tion fairly and unmistakably represent the
wisheg of the people? I recollect when there
was a majority of two in favor of the Govern-
ment in this House—this was in the first ses-
8ion of the house elected in 1859—and the Pro-
Vincial Secretary proved to his own satisfao-
tion that he had a majority of 15,000in the Pro-
Viuce. SBuppose we should come back here with
Small majority on one side or the other, yet it
might be that the counties having the least
Yotes would ecarry the day. The party of
nion mjght actnally have the majority of
Peeple on tleir side, and yet be out-voted in
Ehis house nnder our system of representation.
1 say to the people of the county that I repre-
8ent—I voted for the general prineiple of as-
8essment for echools on the ground. that it
would be found in time a great boon to the
Country. X did se in the faceof a strong popu-
lar fesling against the measure, and yet to-
mornow I.could ge back to the people and take
a two-thirds majority on that guegtion. .But
Sven were it otherwise, I would have.been
Juite satisfied with the knowledge that I bad
een defeated on’' a great 'general principle
Which'must prove in time of great advantage
1o the country.- On the present question I am
influenced by the same feelings. A majority
of the peoplo may be opposed to the measure,
ut I know nevertheless that the time is not
far Qistant when they will warmly thank me
for having:supported. it.

. We are told that this is an arbitrary exer-.

Clse of power—that it ia going to prevent us
Roing into a hetter place after we die. May
We venture to hape that the good we did in
Carrying the educatisn measure will be ac-
Cepted as a set-off to the wickedness we are
alboug to commit?

There are some menrbérs in this house who
Will remtember when Cape Breton was an in

ependent - province—when: it had a govern-
Ient.of ite own and managed its own affairs.
The British House of Commons did not ask

e opinion of the people ot Cape Breton, or.

8ven of Nova Scotia, on the snbg’ect, but by an
act of 3 few lines annexed the island to Nova

Cotia, with only two members. The union
Wwas effected, and for a long whbile you could

ud hardly a dozen men ‘in the whole isiand
Who did not express shemselves against the
Annexation There was an old gentleman who
Was Astorney General of Cape Breton pre-

Vious to the Unlon, and he spent all his time

and gnergies in endeavouring to bring about a
Separation, until finally he found himself all
t;“One. When he died, afew years ago, he was

6 last man who could say that the union was
an injury to the island. Cape Breton wentin-

to-the union with orly two men:)ers, but in
the course of time the number ju.reased, and
now she has nine representatives in a house of
fifty-five, If Cape Breton gets justice it is be-
cause ws are boand to have it—hecause there
is no* a government in this country that would
dare to ignore the claims of that island for a
single year. I would like to see the govern-
went that would do gross ipjustice to Cape
Breton.

Hon PROVINCIAL SECRETARY--You wonld
not like to see it.

Mr. BLANCHARD—I would have liked to ree
the Provincial Secretary try it three years ago
—how soon my hon friend from Cape Breton
and the other members would have thrown
over the government.

Mr. BOURINOT—And 80 I would.

Mr. BLANCHARD—AnNd how gladly would 1
have ass’sted him. So it will be at Ottawa.
No Government can dare resist the claims of
this Province whilst our members are true to
themselves and the interests they represent.

Predictions are the order of the day. We
have the hon member from East Halifax in
one breath say that this country—that is to ray
the Confederacy—is to be a monarchy exceed-
ingly like Mexico. Another prediction, in the
next breath, from the same source, is that we
are to have a President and be a republic.
These two predictions do not agree with each
other., Apgain he says that he will spend the
remainder of his days in endeavouring to des-:
troy this Confederation. I maka no pretensions
to being & prophet, or the gon of a prophet, but1.
venture t0 predict that ers many years pass .
by hs will be found very like old Gibbons, of
Cape Breton, solitary and aléne, and grey in
harness, the only surviviog exponeunt of anti-
anion principles. He will be fouad for the re-
mainder of his days fretting and frowning
against a union which has been carried in -
spite of all his efforts, and has proved to be
the greatest blessing ever conferred upon this
country.

Speech of Hon. Prov. Secretary. -

Dr. Tuprer then rose and saidi—I undere
took -to show the House that every possible
means had been taken to familiarize the coun-
try with the question under discussion, and to
ascertain as far as pnssible the sentiments of the
people, and in making that statement I was met
by the rejoinder from the hon. member from
East Halifax, that aithough I had discussed in
general terms the principle of union in the ad-
joining Province, and in various places iu this
Province, I had not propo ed such & plan of
union &8 that devised at Quebec. If the hon. .
member would refer to the NewBrunswicler news- .
paper, in which my address was fully reported, -
and to the same address which wae delivered by
invitation in different portions of this Province,

he would find that I propounded just such &’

scheme of union 28 was arranged at Quebecand -
in Westminster Palace Hotel. The hon mem-
ber then challenged me to produce one tittle of
evidence that Mr. Howe had ever committed
himself to the question of Confederation. Ido
not intend to wander over the two volumes con-
taining the name of the hon. member for East
Halifax en the title page, and on almest cvery
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leaf of which the reader will find that Mr. Howe’s
claim to position in this country has been large
ly rested upon the fact that at all times and on
all occasions he advocated the great question of
union; but I may trouble the House to read two
passages, which, I am sure, will convirce the
intelligent people of this country that Mr. Howe
has pledged himself {o the Confederation of the
Provipces. I shall refer to a public let-
ter written by him as far back as
1849, when the British American League,
of which Hon. George Moffat was Chaire
men, undertook to suggest important con-
stitutional changes. Mr. Moftat waa under the
impression that it was a legitimate course of

dealing with questions of great pubiic impaozt for.

public assemblages to be called together, and
for the people at public meetings to express their
sentiments; but what did the preseat champicn
of the people’s rights say-—the man who has
presented himself in London as the exponent of
the public sentiment ot this country because he
bas held some public meetings and got up a few
petitions? He wrote aletter in 1849 to the Pre-
sident of the League, in which Le dilated on the
impropriety of any public man underteking to
deal with great public guestions in any other
place except in the legislature of his counatry,
and when he was clothed with constitutional au-
thority. Here is the letter written under his
own hand in which he condemus such pablic as-
semblages as he has held in this Provinces.

“A Confederation of the Colonies may be the
desire of your Convention.  If so, the object is
legitimate; but it must be pursued by legitimate
means.  Believe me, it can only be wisely atiained
by and through the Provincial Legislatures, not by
self elected societies acting independently and in de-
fiance of them. Suppose to-morrow propositions
were submitted to the Lower Colonies for a Le~
gislative Union or general Confederation. If
made by the Government and Parliament of
Canada, they would be treated with deference
and respect. If made by a party in opposition,
they would not be for & moment entertained.”

Here you find Mr. Howe telling the Presi-
dent of one of the most important conventions
that ever assembled in Canada, that the course
he was pursuing was improper —that he h-d no
right to deal with such matters outeide of Par
liament. This is the same man who has been
perambulating the Province, and undertaking
to say that in this free country, where we bave
been entrusted with British institutions by
which the public sentiment can be legitimately
expressed, what was the legitimate mode in
1849 should no fonger be pursued in 1867. In
the paragraph I have read you find the most
unqualified cont' mpt' heaped upon the course
which himself and the gentlemen aesociated
with him have pursued. Havipg shewn you
his opinion as to the mode in which this mea-
gure +hould be treated, let me now explain to
you the origin of the phrage * new naticpality,”
8o often quoted in the discnssion of this ques-
tion, If we go back to 1849, we actually find
that the phrase originated with no less a person
than Joseph Howe. In the same letter tn the

President of the British American League, he

said :

“ Wé desira free trade among all the Pro.
vinces, under ore national flag, with one coin,
onc measure, oue tariff, one pest office. We
feel that the cours, the press, the educational
ins® tu‘icns of North America would te elevated
by ucion; tbat intercommunication by rail-
roeda, tzlegraphs and steamboats would be pro-
moted ; and that if such & combination of inter-
ests were achieved wisely, end with proper
guards, the foundations of a gre«! nation in triend-
ly conzegtion with the mother country would be
laid on an indestructible basis » T

If-in 1849 British America could aspire to'a
national flag, are npt thesa Provinces at the pre-
scnt day equally qualified to hive & common
flag? " Sir, in this yo r of 1867 . his -successors
bave accoornlished that which with him was
only an idea and a dream, and icstesd of receiva.
ing from himself and his friends that praise and

enccuragenent to which we are entitled, weare .
attacked for having adopted those principles-

thus early ‘propouzded and thus strongly ad-
vocated throagh tie entirc life, as traitors to the
constitation of our country, and as having for-
gotten what we owe to our own people. Let
me turn again to Lis statement in 18564 when
the question of union came before: the Legisla-
turs on 4 reso ution moved by Mr. Johnston,
his public opponent, and when, with his incz-
pacity to follow any ove but himself, he pro-
pounded hie views on the organization of the
Empire ; but did he s*y anything in favour of
a Confederation? Read his speach, and you
will find him dealing with the questioo in terms

of the most fervid eloquence THe then pro-

pounded what he considered tho best scheme
viz., representation io the Imperial Parliament ;
but if he could rot get that,
propose this :—

« By a Federal Union of thie” Colanies ‘wo should:
have something lixe tha neighboring repubdlio; and
if I saw nothing better, I thould say at onoe, let us
Xerp our local Legislatures, and have a President
and central Copgress for atl the higher and more ex-
ternal relstions of the united Provinces, * * * &
Under a Federal Union we should form a 'arge and
progpercus nation, lying betwen the other two
brenches of the British family, -and 6ur doty would
evidently be to keép them both at pesce.”

Now I ask the bon. member opposite if with

these, documents published to the world under -

his own signature he. 1s still ready to.tell the
p2ople of . Nova Scotia 'that Mr. Howe has
never advocated a Federal Union of the Pro-
vincae. . )
But the hon. member for North Colchester
{Mr McLelan) under:ook to prove to.this House
the extraordinary proposition that, when Mr.
Howe, as & public man, moved & resolution in
this Legislature declaring that 8o great werathe
advanteges of Union between this Province and
Capade, that he asked for authority to hold a
confercnce on the subject, all he really desired
wits to get rid of the question sltogethter—~that
at the conference the matter was foynd entirely
impracticable, and was accordingly set at rest
as it was intended to be. T have heard a good

then he would
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many extrzordipary atatements fall from the
mouths ot gentlemen, but- when the hon mem
ber tells you that a public man would pursue
such a dedeitful course, then he has vlaced the
person whom he professes to follow in a positioa
s0 abject a3 to excite the pity and cootempt of
every respectable and intelligent man Bat 1
nave under my hand that which will giv: the
refutation of the charge which the hon. member
has brought against Mr. Howe. When Mr.
Howe propounded this resolution he balieved in
it, and was gincere if ever a public man was in
relation to any measure.  After this conference
was held in Canada whatdo we find? At Port
Robiason, he addrcssed a large body of Cana-
dians, and among other things said :

* Ha looked forward hopefully to the time
when the great Provinces of Canada would be
connected with the MVravinces below, and when
a man would feel that to be a-British Americin
was to be the citizen of 2 country which includ-
ed all those fertile lands, all those inexheustible
fisheries, all this immense marine,—earrying 1o
all seas the flag of Old England, if they would
let us; it not, the flag of British America ”’

Can the hon. member for North Colchester,
when he hears such language as that, still as-
sert that Mr. Howe was desirous ot defeating
Union? Inthat speech from which I bave quot-
ed we find him eloguently and forcibly urging
the same view he had so often previously advo-
c;ted with all the energy and talents he possess-
ed. .

The hon. member for Yarmouth made an ob-
servation yesterday which I forgot to notice at.
the time... He said that.no person in this coun=
try desired this union of the colonies except a
few politicians who wanted office I have given
the House some evidence in dealing not only
with this, but other public questions, that I have
a higher ambitizn <han of consulting my own
individual interest or of hoiding office. So far
from looking npon this question in this light,
from the first hour I felt it my duty to deal with
it I have reposed that trust and confidence in
the people whieh I felt they deserved at my
hands. I have put my bands to this work, not
with the ﬁonvicﬁbn that it was a question upon
which a Minister should peril any majority he
might have by a reckless procedure—that he
should make an unneccessary and unconstitu-
tional.appeal to the people. Ihave never said
that the influences of party passions and preju-
dices, and the introduction of other questions
which ‘are inseparable from sn appeal to the
people, might not jeopardize this question if
submitted hastily to the country; but at the sawe
time I have felt that this question, discussed as
it hasbeen down to a recent period by all elasses
and parties, has taken a deep hold upon the pub-
lic sentiment—that the public opinion of tha
oountry had always been in favor. of this mea-
sure. Instead of seeking office for mysalf—in-
stead of looking forwaril to an escape from the
verdict of the people at the polls, there is wo-

have regarded patriotism morehighly than par-
tizanship—there is nothing that will give me
graater pleasure thaa to place myself, my public
character, and my future career in the hands of
tha electors of Nova Scotia. 1 have no hesita-
tion in saying that there is no position, howevar
exalted, that would prevent me for a singl-
instant. asking that verdict from the people
which T have aright to demand at their hands
(Cheers )

The system of goverams:nt for British Ame-
rica is the rystem that now prevails in this Pro-
viace; itis the responsible system bv which
we ¢an oaly retain office by tha continuance of
public confidendz. When did ! ever shrink
from ascertaining the opinions ot my fellow
countrymen? Iam vowilling to make a rash
and irrational appeal to the re-nle at the nolls;
but when I came back from Canada—havinz
previously to the general election commirted
myrelf to this question of Confed=ration —rav-
iog obtained the most cordis! approval of the
gentiments which I entertainel—the first thing
1did was to cowrt public discussion. At the
first moment at Charlottetown it was decided
we should take up this question, & public meet-
ing was held at wh'ch we proclaimed at once
what our intentiors were 1 brought the Ca-
pada. New Bruuswick and P E. Island dele-
gates to this city, and instead of concaaling our
views fiom 'he world, at a table surrounded
by ‘the leading men of every professton m the
communi'y, we stated freely to the people of
the Provinece and of British America the whole
scheme which we proposed to carry out.—
As-far as conld be judged, the sentiments of
the Jeadinz merchants 3and oth rs were una-
pimously 1n favour of the question when it
was laid befsre them. ‘When it was stated
that there was a prababilily of accomplishing

| the uwnion loud cheers rang through the hall.

But there was a littlo clause in the Qiebee
scheme that changed the tone of certain gentle-
mep. It was considered necessary to place bank-
ing under the General Government. I had no
doubt- that it was of great importance to the
business of tha whole esuntry that the question.
of banking should ba placed as itis. The re-
suit, however, was thiat, with a few honorable
exceptions, the bankers and capitalists ranged
themselver agains: this scheme. The men who
had been cheering this gueation to the very echo
—who had iavited the (ansdian Parliament to
come down and fsted them with “exhaustive
festivities,’~~when they found that the tight
grasp which a few capitalists have over the
whole monetary affairs of this couniry was to
be unclasped, then they came out in violent op-
position to the measuro These men came and
told me that I must back down—that I must fall
back. feom my daty at the dictation ot & fow
capiralists. A merchany of this city—one of
those who thougzht that they might be obliged to
eowepete with the capital =nd enteroriza of Ca.
usda—met mein the strest, and told me that if

thing I shall await with greater pride than bav- ; attetapted to address a public meeting in this
ing accomplished this union by the nid of my i city I would be hissed from the platform. Well,

own colleagues and the patriotic gentlemen who

1 replied, I have never shrank from meeting
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the public; Ihave looked at no one man’s inter-
ests, but T have lo ked broadly at what [ be-
lieve will elevate our common country; but if
the public sentiment is such as you say it is, the
gooner I know it the better What was the re~
sult? These bankers and capitalis's brought up
their Goliaths, and we met them with the same
readiness tha: I have ever met my poblic op~
ponents. After several meetings with the ablest
men they could bring on the platform what was
the result? They sav this has been a delegation
of lawyera with a doctor to look after them, but
when the ablest merchants had an opportunity
»f confronting t"ese lawyers and doctors, they
were silenced in the prcsence of the largest
assemblages that ever met in a public hall
in Halifax. - Why, my hon. friend (Mr. Tobin)
counld not get any of these merchants to come
on the hustings with himself, and give their
time and attention to public affairs, when it
was only little Nova Scotia that required their
care; but the moment they thought their own
interests were in jeopsrdv they were all upin
arms. Then they came out with the politicians
who have given all their time and talents to
the advancement of the public interests, and
after the most deliberate and ample discussion
the hon. member h mself in tha press admitted
that Halifax was againgt him. The night the
discussion was closed—the last night they counld
be induced to meet us—Temperance Hall rang
with enthusiastic cheers in favour of Union
Then I we ¢ up into liants, Kings, Cumber-
land, Aunapoliv, and Colchester, and in every
place where this question was fully dircussed,
there was nut one or these public meetings at
which a single resolution. hostile to union could
be earried. Under these circumstances, then,
am I chargeable with a desire to force this mes-
sure upon the people, without learning the
public sentiment? I made a mistake - last
night, it appears, in respect to the number of
names in the petitions presented to this House
I have asked the clerk to count them up, and T
find, after all the excitement and agitation, and
all the public lectures that have been given—
afrer all the misrepresentation that has appear-
ed on this subject, the whole number of names
only amounts to 6267, In a fortnight, on a
previous occasion, when the public sentiment
was agitated, spontaneously 26,000 electors sent
down their petitions here, because they really
felt opposed to & measure which the Govern-
ment had in contemplation. I ask the people
of Nova Scotia if, under such circumstances, I
had not the right to believe that I was sus-
teined by the public gentiment of the country.

In opposition to this measure may be found a
few politicians, some political partizans, who are
ready to abase their country and themselves for
the support of afew capitalists who could not
make me their tool; but I will go into every coun-
ty and Ishall find'the best men there at my back,
who have been the standard bearers of the Libe

Catholics, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Baptists,
Methodists—of all denominations, and I stake
my public character upon the agsertion, display
the most remarkable unanimity upon this sub- .
ject. Representing, as these gentlemen do, the
education, refinement, and intelligence of a com-
munity—influencing, as they do largely, the peo-
ple among whom they live—can I have any -
doubts as to the sentiments of the best informed
of the people on this question?

The hon. member has complained of the man«
ner in which the subject has been discussed in
England. When, a year ago, I ventured to say
to the House that the press, the public men, the
statesmen, and the Parliament of England wers
tavorable to this question, how were we met?
With the sneers and inuendoes that ‘have now -
been heaped upon the august Parliament of
Great Britain? No; we wero told that all that
Wwag necessary wag-toexplain the whole question
in England in order to set the matter right,
When that was done, they wonld obtain all they
wished for. Now this measure has been discuss-
ed in the Parliament and press, in & manner that
few questions were ever discussed before. The
ablest men that could be found to oppose the
union have done all they could to make their

.| views and opinions known. What is the reason

that when this question came to be discusged in -
Parliament it was treated as it was? This bill’
was first iftroduced into the House of Lords be-
cause the Earl ‘'of Carnarvon wished to have the
henour of introducing it. In a very full House,
when he introduced the bill, he met with the
most astonishing support. Noble lords in oppo--
sition rose in rapid succession to support the
Government. Lord John Russell gave it his
warm appreval; and the last man I could be ex-
pected to influence, the Marquis of Normanby-—a
gentleman whom political conflict lias made my
oppouent—in the discharge of his high duties as

a peer of the realm, gave that question the most
unequivocal and emphatic support; apnd having
had a better opportunity than any man in the
British Parliament of understanding the-stato of
affairs in these Colonies, he told the House of
Peers that hedid not believe that the public senti-
ment of this country was opposed to the:union.
Lord Carnarvon explained that there had been.
no election here on thi$ question—that the con-
stitution did not require such an appeal; and the '
whole facts having been explained to the House , .
with the greatest accuracy, there whs not a single
man to op posé the bill. "The ZTimes of the next .
morning placed in the hands of every member a
clear statement of the position of this Province,
and of everything in relation to this matter.
When the Peers found that Lord Stratheden had
lent himself to statements they conld notsustain,
they got up, one after thé other, and left the
House. Mr. Howe heard Mr. Watkins’ state-
ment to which reference has been made, and he
was in constant communication with Mr, Bright
and if any incorrect statemsent tvas made, Mr.

ral party in Nova Scotia—the men whe have
given Mr. Howe in the past the more cordial sup-
port. But what more do I find? The clergy of
this conntry, from the highest to the lowest—

Howe is responsible for not having corrected it.
Therefore I say, if the Honse of Commons was " °
misled by a single remark—Mr. Watkins having .
misunderstood the time at whieh the Union dis-
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cussion took place~Mr. Howe and his friends
are themselves to blame if they did not correct
him. :
Under the Quebec scheme the power to levy
an export duty on coal was left in the hands of
the Local Governments. We have changed that
ourselves.” The House well knows the policy
that I propounded on the question of the' coal
mines last year. I regard them as the great
source of Provincial wealth and prosperity—not
for the royalty which goes into the treasury, but
because of their intimate connection with the de.
_velopment of new branches of industry in this
country—of the impulse they must give to manu=
factures in the Province. In fact, the possession
_ of coal mines, together with other patural agvan-
tages, must, in the course of time, make Nova
Scotia the great gmporium for manufactares in
British America. We felt that in taking it'out
of the power of any Iegislature to double the
amonnt of royalty, we were giving a guarantee,
to capitalists who might come in and invest their
money ia these coal mines, that the Legislature
- could not come down and say they mus: pay onc
or two shillings upon every ton of coal raised.
The hon. member has said that we sacrificed
the fisheries.
have left tho protection of the fisheries in the
_hands of the Local Government? ' But there is
really no alteration made in this respect. In the
Quebec scheme the power of legislation in refer-
ence to the deep sea fisheries was given to the
General and Local Governments in common, but
there was a clause which provided that regula-
tions of the General Government should over-
ride those of the Local Government. Now the
only difference is that the entire responsibility is
thrown upon the, General Government. When
the House receives the public despatches on the
«question of the fisheries they will sec that the
coutse taken by the Government of this Province
was rendered imperative by the action of thé¢ Im-
perig] Government. It was a compromise sug-
gested to the British Government by Canada.
The Canadians were ready to license the fish-
eries, and standing as we do to-day we areat the
.merey of Canada. If Canada falls wemust fall.
We- have no status by ourselves; we have no
standing .in relation to the Empire apart from
. Canada. As respects this question, it is well
“known that the policy of Canadahas always been
supreme, although we have the largest interest in
the fisheries. Now, however, the Canadians wil]
‘be interested in them equally with ourselves, and
-we shall have sueh & voice in tho General Parlia-
ment as will enable usin all probability to large-
.}y influence that body, for we shall, as shown by
. the hon. member for South Colchester, hold the
balauce of power between the two rival sections
of Canada. o )
The hon. member has taunted me with
having made use of the Queen’s name, and
he and his friends have stated in a_stateh?a-
per which they sent to the Colonial Office
hat.this measpre had been carried by the
.abuse of our .. Sovereigh’s nsme. The e-
erenca was olearly within the constitution

Would it have been desirable to ]

and such as is made within the Parliament
of England. From the lips of our Royal
Sovereign T have heard the warmest ap-
proval of union. The Province I represent-
ed, had the great honor and distinetion of
my receiving Her Majesty’s command to
wait upon her at Buckingham Palace, and
upon that occasion Her Majesty congraw-
lated me upon the success which had at-
tended our efforts ; and when I expressed
the gratification with which her loyal sub-
jects would iearn the deep interest she had
evinced in this measure, she replied: “ |
take the deepest iuterest in it, for I believe
it will make them great and prosperous.”
(Cheers.)

I am glad that on the present occasion
the hon. member for Halifax has had the
manliness— -

Mr. Pryor—The hon. member for East
Halifax ? '

Dr. Tupper—I do uot wonder that my

hon, friend should be anxious that there

should be no misapprehension as to who
is meant. The hon. member for East Hali-
fax has to-night openly avowed his senti-
ments upon this question. 1 have always
felt that hon. gentleman was serving the
United States rather than his own country :
[ do not refer to any hasty expression that
may have fallen from his lips; but I have
been paintully impressed with the fact that
from the moment he took his present posi-
tion he would use every effort to transfer this
Province from under the British Crown to
the Stars and Stripes. We are told by him
to-night that he i3 realdy to sacrifice the
best interests of his couatry in order to sa-
tisfy his yearning after connection with the
United States—that he is prepared to
choose, as between a union with Canada
and a union with the American Repubiic,
in favor of the latter. We have bheard him
characterizing the Parliament of Great Bri-
tain as ignorant and imbecile—heaping ob-
loquy upon the grandest institutions that
are the pride and glory of the world. He
has declared that a preference for a closer
uuion with the Empire wonld be a weak
and foolish prejudice. He has net left the
Reop]e of this country in any coubt as to

is sentiments ; and the reason why I con-
gratulate the House and country upon this
fact is, that his position is now clearly de-
fined, and heghas disarmed himself. - In a
loyal country like this, when his senti-
ments are clearly revealed, he must be
perfectly impotent to effect any harm what-
ever. :

But is this the time when any man in
British America can be ready to give yp the

'
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admirable institutions of Great Britain forl

those of the United States. Let me read to
you the picture presented of the latter coun-
try by Mr. Howe himself:

‘‘Rai roads, canals, steamera and telegraphs then
came in and a=ci-ted to bind the country tognihs-;
but in eightv years. with all their sida and applian-
cn3, the gome was played out; and the ssm? oruses
which ir every quarter of tha nld world, en in a'-
moat every aga. havo azserfad themin'ves, came dis-
tine'ly futo view, markiug tha subjastion even of the
great Republic to the jaw: which the Creaor, for
some wize [u po~¢. has established for the govern.
ment of the enivarse It is true that by th= exprrdi.
ture ot a millicn of lives, and of nearly four hundred
thousand millione of dollars the country i+ still
nominally he!d togather; but whon hearts are ey-
. tranged and interestaare s8¢y ree, when commurities

baptized in bl)od avd tears, find in « great cilamity

eyer recurring elements of discord avd reproach, the
tima iz ropidly drawing on when e’ a~2tion ie inayit.
able. and whea new ¢ mbinations will grow out af
the play of the passiopata ambitions which thy wit
of man has hitherto been found harm'ess to contral,”

That is the condition in which the United

States is now, us drawn by the hon. gentle-

man’s leader and co-delegate : and yet this

conntry which has sacrificed a million of
lives in a recent struggle—which has in-
curred a debt greater than that of England
" —this country riven by discord and strife,
in which the Parliament is arrayed against
the President, is held up to our admiration
as the one to which ¥e ought to be united.
These gentlemen having failed to fasten
the tyrannical scheme proposed for the or-
ganization of the Empire upon us, turn
round and say : Instead of allowing you to
form part of a great and free community,
with an amount of power and influence
such as no other people ever possessed, we
shall endeavour to drag you under the Stars
and Stripes—into that country which Mr.
Howe has described as so riven and dis-
tracted that neither life nor property is
safe. May I uot congratnlate the House
that the mask is at last removed, and that
the hon member has shown himself in his
true colours? He has presumed to hurl
charges of corruption against the loval and

?atriotic members of this house. Is it in

1is own heart that he finds the cround of

these charges? Let me ask him if, having
found him standing in the presence of the

Parliament and daring to disparage the glo-

rious British institutions under which we

live, and if; in addition to this, we lind him
advocating a union with the United States,
instead of a'union of British America, 1aight
not the charge be made that the money of
the United States had been used to infla-
ence him? He talk to me of corruption !—
the man who has taken back every princi-
ple that he has ever propounded in this
house—the man who goes to England and
sa{s to the Imperial Parliament, © Be care-
ful of your money—do not give a guarantee

- for a loan of three millious of pounds for the
: construction of a railway which is going to
i make Halifax a city of 100,000 souls—give
“us connection with the United States and
Canadas”—who says, “1am aware that |}
have claimed the confidence of 'the consti-
j tuency of Halifax on the ground that I was
an advocate of an [ntercolonial Railway,
but never mind that: [ am determined to
use every effort [ can. to prevent the. con-
summation of that work "

The hon. member tells us that the Ame-
rican Government are $0 anxious to obtain
possession of us, that they may come in
and buy up the Confederate Parliament. Is
it oris it not an unjust suspicion to suppose
that if the Amencan Government are so
corrupt that they would buy up the
Confederate  Parliament  of  British
America, they have found means to buy up
one or two individuals in the Legislature
of Nova Scotia® Isit because we have al-
ways held one view on this question that
we are to be taunted by gentlemen who
have taken back the declarations of a life-
time with corruption? If this Parliament
could be so degraded as that men could be
influenced by corrupt means to trifle with
the best interests of this country, then I say
he has given the best evidence in the world
why the confederation should take place.
If legislators, second to none that. ever sat
within these walls for probity, intelligence,
education, and everything that constitutes
able and valuable men, are of that cha-
racter he would have us suppose they are,
then he has given us the best evidence that
Nova Scotia is unworthy of British institu-
tions, and the sooner some other country
governs us the better. But I feel I am in-
sulting the intelligence of the country when
I suppose for au instance that it would do
aught than treat with contempt the. un-
founded insinuations of the hon. gentleman
whose own openly avowed sentiments this
evening have placed him in so unenviable
a position. I feel that the question can be
safely left to the patriotism and intelligence
of this deliberative Assembly who have al-
ways approached it in a spirit that proves
them ' worthy of the free institutions they
enjoy, and that an intelligent and loyal popu-
lation will cordially sustain them thus seek-
ing to elevate and advance our common
country. (Cheers).

) Sveech of Mr. Fraser.

MR. Jawes Fraser.—I feel it due to myself,
as well as to the people I represent, that I should
made a few remarks concerning the course which
Lintend to pursue upon this question, This
subject was before us last yéar, and when the
resolutions were before us relative to the appoint-
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ment of delegates to see if a better scheme than
the Quebec scheme could be devised, A felt it my
duty to oppose them, not because I was averse
to the principle of union—for it is not merely
since I occupied & scat here that T felt the con-
viction that we could not long occupy our pre-
sent position—but becaunse of these tivo reasons:
first, I did not know what kind of a bargain the
delegates might make when they went thousands
of miles away, and I thought it wrong that we
should not have the opportunity of saying whe-
ther we approved of their arrangements or not ;
and second, becausc I knew that a great many
of the peeple were opposed to union. " From cau-
ses that cannot very well be explained, the peo-
ple are afraid of change. The first rcason for
my opposition has now been done away; and,
as far as T am able to judge, I am dispesed to
think that the bargain which the delegates have
made is a great deal better than the Quebec
scheme, though even that I was not afraid of.
I had intended last year to go further than I did;
I intended not only to have opposed the resolution
but to have supported the amendment, but be-
fore the discussion was over I discovered some-
thing I did not like—I discovered among some
srentleman a strong desire for annexation to the
United States. I was brought up inloyal princi-
ples, and taught to cherish British institutions,
and while I wished - to give our people time for
consideration, I could not and never will consent
to make a change from the English flag to a flag
which I never wish to wave over my head or the
heads of my children. Audnow, although con-
tinued opposition might be consistent, 1 consider
the question has come to be in thatstatcin which
further opposition would not only be useless, but
dangerous. We are all proud of the eloquence
and abilities of Mr. Howe, and when he went to
England I waited with great anxicty to sec if
he was going to give us something which we
would consider better than the scheme of Con-
{ederation; but when I found him propounding
a scheme which was long ago condemned by
himself as impracticable, I began to think if he
had nothing better to propound, there was no-
thing better to be cxpected than the scheme
which had been before us. If the Quebec scheme
would bring taxation to the value of one cent,
Mr. Howe’s would bring taxation to hundreds
of times that amount.

Another matter which operated strongly on
my mind was the fact that our American neigh-
bors opposed Confederation. Is that on account
of their love for us? No, but because they do
not want to ses the British power grow up
alongside of them. Ifthen I havs been sin-
cerely and honesily epposed to the measure
hitherto, afrer viewing these facis and fivding
that the British Parliament and geople, and
our honoured Bovereign herself have given
their approval of it, I feel that I should bs no
longer so.. I will not deny that among the peo-
ple oppasition etill exists, but while no man
attaches more value io the wishes of the peo-
vlo, or is more willing to defer to their wishes,

am constrained to take the responsibility of
doing what I believe to be right whether I gain
Popularity by the actor not. I am convinced

9

the day is not far distant when the people will
acknowledge that I have done the_best thing
for them. and snrely thoy cancot think that I
would do more for them than for myszelf and
children—1I will tako my chance under the new
gystem, and [ have ag much at stake as many
who sroless willing, I regretted to hear an
hon, gontleman sta‘e that if the measure passgd
he would still Qo all in his power to opposeir,
—T cannot agree in that, and if the bill passes,
as I heliave it will, T will use my humble en-
deavers to make it a blessing to our peo.
ple and o the great Xmpire to which we De.
long.
Remarks ef Dr. Brown.

Dr. BROWX said that hie was serry to hear
the hon. Provincial Secretary bear so hard on
Mr. Yowo in his absence. He was nrot Mr.
Howe’s apologist. He had not approved of
many of that gentleman’s acts when at the
head of public affairs, but he entirely con-
curred in the object of tke mission in which he
war now engaged on the part of the people of
Nova Scotia. He thought that it would have
been more manly and genercus in the leader
of the government if he had waited for an op-
portunity of conducting the discussions face to
face. As 1o the question before the House, at
that hour of the night he had but few words to
say. He did nos care whether the course pur-
sued by the Government was constitutional or
not—he would not enter into the legality of the
c260; the only question was, was it right, was
it just, was iz expedient to pass & measaroe 80
vitally affecting the rights of the people, as it
were by stealth and withous th.ir consent? It
conld not bo argued that an appeal to the pec-
ple would be inconvenient, becaunre an election
must necessarily take placein a few weeks, or
wonths at the farthest. He had heard munch
talk nbout loyalty. Ho thought that loyalty
lilke charity began at home. He thought if the
British people and Governmsnt passed this
bhill, compelling our people into a union highly
distagteful to a large majority, thay might
ho justly accused of disloyalty towards us.
The hest loyalty was *o take care of ourselves,
and if Great Britain was weary of the connec-
tion, wo must only look elsewhere for friends
and allies, It was clear that free trade with
the United States was the greatest boon we
could now exnjoy. The trade with Canads
could never balarge, and we could encourage
it as well withont union as with it. But free
trade with our republican neighbors would be
our salvation, in a commercial sense. e hop-
ad tho Government, would panasn befove they
paseed an act so arbitrary and so usjust to the
people.

Specch of Mr. C. J. Campbeli.

Mr. C. J. CAMrBELL—I did notintend to say
much on this question, but the hon membor for
Inverness has made an observation which I
must contradict. He eays that the people of
Cape Breton aro proud of their connection with
Nova Scotia, and that the only man opposed
to the nnion has passed away. I think I am
as fully acquainted with the feelings of that
people as he i3, and I therefore feel justified in
contradicting the impression which his reroarks
wounld leave. The case of Cape Bréton is not
at all parallel with the case now before ug,—the

union was effected without the consent of the:
people, and indeed without their knowledge.
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The island was a* first only represented by
two memhers out of all proportion to the repre-
sentation of Nova Scotia. We afterwards pe-
ririoned for a repeal, and two out of the four
1r:embers than represauting Cape Breton voted
against it. About twenty years ago a large pe-
tition was sent to England, and alegal gentle-
mau exmployed on the subject in London, so
that the statement made is inaccurate. Even
now Cape Bretoncan scarcely get justice at
the hauds of Nova Scotia, anc session after
gession we are sneered at by aven leading poli-
ticians. I attribute the strong feeling of the
people of Cape Breton on the subject of Confe-
deration to the treatment thev have received
atthe hands of Nova Sco'ia. We have not yet
a fair share of representaticrn. In the case of
the present union, however, we enter on more
favourable terme e ven than either of the Cana-
das, both as regards representation and the
funds to be placed at our disposal.

_ Mr. Blackwood’s Speech.

Mr. BLACKWOOD:— As I intend to support
the amendment, I feel that I shonld like to say
a faw words before the vote is taken. I sup-
port it on the princinle that however finely
argued the case may be in refereuce to consti-
tational authority, there is a sense of right and
wrong which tells us that this privilege be-
longs to the people, and if there be no prece-
dent in favour of the course, we urge it is time
we made one when the constitution is to be
changed, and when the eyes of the world are
on us. If ever there was a time when the
feelings of the people should be consulted it is
the present. The timo of the house will short-
Iy expire, and if an election wera held the
measure could be completed shortly after-
wards I do not cousider that within this
house is concentrated all the wisdom of the
country. We have had Mr. Howe’s opinions
quoted to us but I do not see that we should
consider his views as the subject of diacussion
now, or the views of any man, but the posi-
tion and interosts aud feelings of the people of
Nova Scotia. I do not entertain an opinion
favourable to the scheme for the organization
of the Empire because I think its features
could not be carried out with satisfaction to
all the Colonies.

‘With reference to annexation, 1 may say
tkat I never counld feel otherwise than de-
graded by being subjected to the Stars and
Stripes; butin making the charges of disloy-
alty which have been made, I think that jus-
tice has not been done to those expressing
their opinions on this side of the house. They
have not said, or sought to convey the impres-
sion, that they favour aunexation, but that
they are opposed to any union, and desire to
progress 28 we have been progressing. The
people of Neva Scotia have no idea of joining
the United States unless they are driven to it;
but i€ you stir up hpstll@ty by such legislation
as will embitter their minds, and for that pur-
nose take advantage of the porition which the
Government occupy, the British feeling will be
driven out of their British hearts. I feel it
due the people to speak out boldly, for it ever
there was a time when their feelings shounld be
consulted, it isthe present. Letus not take
the opinion of this or that individual, but the
opinion of the entire country, and by that de-
cision I am content to stard or fall.

Mr. Churchill’s Specch.

Mr. CHURCHILL~—In the discussian of a gues-
tion of such vital importance it appears to me
that it would have been wise'to bave allowed
more time for consideration than has been gi-
ven us. From the very momeént this subject
claimed my thoughts, the responsibilities con-
nected with it have pressed upon my mind
with a weight beyound anything that I can ex-
press. I have never given to any individual
my opinion, and when asked what my opinion
was about this great question of Confederation,
I have replied that it was not one of go small
moment that an opinion could be given has-
tily. Thave not consulted my constituents on
the subject, nor they me, but I have viewed
the matter in its broadest aspect, aud
nothing has occurred to shake the opinion
which 1 have formed, althcugh in some res-
pects [ have heen delighted with the speeches
to which I have listened. It isuotin the pow-
er of any living man to comprehend and grasp
the entira subject,—the reqults lie in the fu-
ture, and will reveal themselvesa ouly after
years have rolled round. Therefore when my
opinion bas been asked I bave felt disinclined
to give i*. Suppose gentlemen were about
purchasing Canada. Would they use many
words about it? Would they not rather pon-
der deeply and say but little, and measure the
language thay used rather than make lenﬁthy
speeches? Last ression I intended to have
heen present and to have recorded my vote, but
I was unavoidably deta‘ned—my mind was
made up then as it is to-night. The guestion
now before us is not whether we shall have
this union or not—that was decided last win-
ter by an unexpected and sweeping majority.
The bouse then delegated a number of gentle-
men to proceed to England, and to make a
contract on our behalf, and we all know’
the result, and every man in Nova
Scotia might have known what the result
would be with Engiand anxions, Canada anx-
ious, and Nova Scotia willing, constitutionally
willlng.

It is not fair to ask the legislature to undo
what i¢ did last winter when it fixed the des-
tiny of the Province and clothed those gentle-
men with the authority of delegates The pe-
titions sent across the water could not be ex-
pected to have bad any effect—on any public
question of interest a cartioad of them could
be obtained without any result. Oue benefit
that will acerue from Oonfedemtiion is that the
General Government will control the currency.
I look upon the mode in which onr Provincial
currency has been managed as imprudent and
selfish; a number of bankers, by combining,
have controlled the currency completely. In-
atead of £140,000 in Provigce notes. we should
have had balfa million years ago afloat, and the
condition of our finances would have been far
better. Another advantage is the construction
of the Intercolonial Railrodd, and the extension
of our other roads, which I believe we could
not have withiout the union. In view of these
questions I have felt that if my last hour had

.come and my opinion were asked, I wounld

say: do not be afraid to venture on the great
realities that will break forth on a combined
people. Isolated, there is no safety; combined
there is wisdom and security, Mr. Howe has
been much referred to. I was sorry when he
left us, and Y can well reamember receiving

.
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from his addresses the couviction that union
must be the order of the day. What could in-
duce me at my advanced stage of life, to ad-
vocate a measure if I did not believe it would
be for the advantage of those who are to come
after me? The proposal made to us is to sub-
mit the matter to the polls. Suppose you
could do so would that be the proper way to
try it? Does not every man acquainted with
the eondition of our Pruvince know that at the
polls party feelings wounld override every-
thing? You never could ascertain the real
opinions of the people bv an election, and the
great measure would be almost lost sight of

I therefore feel no doubt upon that ground.
I am now probably in the last year of my poli-
tical life, and I would have been glad counld I
have escaped the responsibility now resting
upon me; but that responsibility must rest up-
on some one, and I am here to discharge it. I
believe there are hnndreds and hundreds of
able and deep-thinking men in this Province
who ara glad to get rid of this responsibity, as
1 would be, if I could.

I was amused last evening to hear the re-
warks about annexation. I would ask hon.
gentlemen what part of the States would we
be annexed to—the North or the South? I al-
ways regretted that Halifax, as well us New
Brunswick, gave its sympathy to the South
—that mistaken people who are wasted like
the ranks upon the other side of the House.
If war had not occurred, the subject of annex-
ation might have been broached, but after that
I hoped never to hear of the proposition. I
doubt that the United States would be anxzious
to have us; they will gei our coals and fish,
and give us what they please, as they always
have done. I would like to have dwelt more
largely on the subject, but time will not per-
mit at this late hour of the night; and I would
merely 8ay,in conclusion, that I am willing,
with my houn. friend from Pictou, who spoke a
short time ago, to fall into the ranks of those
who seek to unite the Provinces.

Speech of Mr, Hebb.

Mr. HEBB said:—I rise vot to make a long
speech, but to give a few views which I enter-
tain upon this question. Last winter, as well
as iz this session, a great deal was gaid about
loyalty and about the intelligence of the coun-
try, and it has been repeatedly said that all
the intelligence and all the loyal feeling of this
country were favorable to union. Now I be-
lieve that not one!member of this house desires
annexation to the United States; but suppo-
sing a faithful son asked his father for the
portion of the inheritance which fell to his

share, and the father said, “I will give you-

nothing,” would it not be expected that the
son would leave him? Again,if a yonng man
desired a wife, and after seeing mary yonng
women of the neighboring Provinces, should
fird one better suited to him in the States, is
it not natural that he should foliow his choice?
Bnt, as I have said, no member bere desires
annexation; and if such an impression has
been derived from any remarks that have
been made, it is- no doubt from the haste of
expression. There are men Lere who could
tali from now until next September, because
it is their business; but it is not to be expect-
od. that some of us should be 8o we!l trained
in oxpression as those lawyers and doctors.

The blcod boils in my veins when 7 hear
some of these gentlemen despising the - con-
stituents. There are good and loyal wen in
this countvy who will not come 10 the Loagis-
lature, and their opinions should be heard It
has been irtimated that the people are net
able to judge-—that they are tov igunorant; but
I ask who has made the country but the peo-
ple to whow this language is applied? Did
the handful of members around me make the
country? No, buf the wen who are catching
the fish, who are taking the lumzber from ths
jorests and the stones from the soil. The la-
borers of the country shouid be heard, and 1
spoak thus becauss I am one of them, and
know how wrorg it is for men of position and
education to look down on the working classes.
Ishould like to see onr public men when thay
are passing throngh the Province, greeted
everywhere with a pleasant couutenance and
receiving the ready grasp of the hand.

There i8 an old saying which forbida us te
compare men and beasts together, but some-
times the comparison is necessary, and I wish
to make one: I know that if you puton a horse
a collar that chafes his neck and makes the
blood trickle down his breast you will see his
eyes become dim and his ears droop,—and
what can you expect from human beings it
you force on them a measure which they dislike.
T am not 8o much opposed to union as to over-
riding the opinions of the people. They might
at somn future time express a desire for Con-
federation, but if you force it on them now, 1
can only say that I should not liks to be one
of those whose names are attached to the ro-
cords of the country as favoring the measure.
The arrangements between the Provinces re-
minds me of an anecdote which I heard some
years ago: A cat and & monkey went to mar-
ket to buy cheese, they did so, and on return-
ing home, in order to make a division procured
a pair of scales;—-the monkey was careful to
cut one piece larger than the other, and when
it did not weigh evenly he got permission to
taste, and 80 went on cutting and tasting untii
the cheese had nearly disappeared, and when
the cat vemonstrated she was threatened with
a hiding.

That is pretty much the position of our af-
fairs; we are the small Colonies, and if we
complain, Canada will threaten to chastise us.
It would seem that no oune can speak upon
this question without referring to Mr. Howe;
but supposing that gentleman did at one time
speak of union. It is too much the practice for
men to stick to the principle they have avow.
ad, whether right or wrong; and the man who
acknowledges an error is entitled to credit.
As is well known, I am not much of a speaker,
and will not therefore long detain the hnuse. I
c~nnot understand how any set of gentlemen
dare to impose such a measure upon :he coun-
try, against the wishes of the people. If the
people are favorable to it, whv be afraid to
come cut among them and abide the conge-
quences? For my part, I will stand by the
people, and if I fall, I will fall by them.

Remarks of Hon. Financial Seeretary.
Mr. James MacDonarLp said:i—I would
not address the House at this late hour were

it not for some of the observations which
fell from the hon. member for Fast Halifax
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as to the financial aspect of the question,
and which it is desirable that the country
should fully understand. The House knows
that the opponents of union have argued
that the revenues of this country arc to be
dissipated by Canada—that the hardly
earned revenues of the people are to go to
enrich the Canadian treasury. T undertake
to tell the hon. member, and 1 challenge
him to contradict me, by reference to the
figures open to every one, and which Ishall
adduce to the House, that so far from the
revenues of this country going to enrich the
Canadas, the fact is the very reverse. The
hor. member has taken the fizures furnish-
ed in the estimates for the past year laid on
the table by the government. Iwill take
the figures from the same source, and
will undertake to show that instead of the
revenues of Nova Scotia going to pay the
debts of Canada, we shall have almostthe
entire revenue derived from this portion of
the confederacy spent within the limits of
this Province, in paymeut of the same ser-
vices to which cur revenue is now applied ;
for it must be remembered that alghough
the management of these departments—the
revenue and post office departments for in-
stance—is transferred to the general govern-
ment, the services must still be performed
by men residing and spending their income
in this country. We shall receive, then,
first the contribution fixed by the act of un-
ion, to be paid by the general government
in aid of our local expenditure, amounting-
to $324,000 in the first instance, and shall
continue to receive in proportion to our po-
pulation till we number 400,000. Let me see
then, how the matter will stand, and I may
say that T am entitled to no credit for the
statement shewing this view of the matter,
as [ avail myself of the figures as arranged
in a most satisfactory and lucid manner by
a recent writer on the subject.

The estimated revenue for 1866 amount-’
ed to $1,631,500 ; from that amount must be
deducted the sum of $155,000, being the
amount included in the estimate as revenue
derivable from the departments of mines,
casual  revenue, gold fields, and
the Hospital of the Insane which remain
under the management of the local govern-
ment, and contribute to the local fund.
That would leave the balance of the estima-
ted revenue which will pass under the con
trol of the general government at 1,476, -
500—from this must be deducted the con-
tribution as above stated to be made to our
local revenues $324,000, which will leave to
be disbursed by this government $1,152,000.
We have, therefore, for general and

local revenue taking the estimate as
selected by the hon. gentleman himself as
a basis, the following sums

General Governmant Lgeal Government,

$1,152,000 Amt received
from Generat

Government,. ......5324,000
Local sources

ot revenrte........... 155,000

$479,000

Now, sir, let us see how these sums are
to be disbursed. I need not refer to the
local revenue as that of course i distribut-
ed by the Local Government for the expen-
ses of that Government and the mainten-
ance of the important public services left
within its jurisdiction. But where and how
is the $1,152,000 transferred 1o the control of
the General Government paid! Is it in Ca-
nada or to Canadian people? No, sir, but in
Nova Scotia and to Nova Scotians. The
hon. gentleman will admit, indeed it is the
basis of his argument—that the services
transferred to the General Government
would be sustained as now. These servi-
ces then are as follows:

The General Government would pay—

The Licut, GOVErDOT. v i vriieirii i 815000
JudEes. ..o 219,00
Penaions. ...vvieiinnciiiaiiiaeiien, . 48
Govirnor'a Secretary. . .. 1,280
Statietica....... seerreanes .. 4000
Prosecutions.....oov..n. . 12,000
Debt, Interset on. . .viiie i . 480,600
JadicIRry eXPEeNSes......oeveeiianiianns . 1400
Misitin. oovivniniinas . 38,600
Protection ot tisheries, .. 40000
Support of Light-houee 50,030
Post Office..... . 65000
Hevenua expe . 70 600
Drawbacs...... . 16,000
Steamers..i.vovieniie i, .

Proportion of Legisiativo expenses. .
Miscellaveovz. ......ooivviiianenn,
Sable Island...... [N

Government buildings. .........

Penitentiary...... Crerrer e

Agriculture and Immigration................. 20,000
] 7 $1,103,600

leaving a balance of merely $50,000 as the
only contribntion by this Province towards

| thee construction of the Intercolonial Road—

a work which the hon. gentleman and the
Government of wlich he was a member
considered 5o esseutialjto the interest of
this country, that they were willing to mort-
gage a very large proportion of the revenues
or the country foreverto construct. not our
own fair proportion of theroad, but 50 or 100
miles with New Brunswick. ‘
But if ve take the actual expenditure of
this year in somo cf the servicys named, in-
stead of the estimated amecunt, what do we
find? We find, sir, that the amount paid
greatly exeeeds the estimate, and that in
reality, instead of a balance of $50,000, there
would be a deficiency on the ride of the Ge-
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neral Government. Let us compare some
of these. The militia Service was estima-
ted to cost %80,000: it cost in reality
about $138,000, or %58000 in excess
of the estimate. The several ser-
vices under the Board of Works,
inclading St. Peter’s Canal, were esti-
matde to cost $180,320: the expenditure of
the year was $#284,017, being an excess of
$93,697. 1 need not compare the estimate
and expenditure on the other items, but the
House will see that on these two services
alone there is over $151.000, or three times
‘the sum which by the first calculation ap-
peared to go into the general treasury with-
out an’ equivalent. Nor is this all, for it
must be remembered that the cost of the
construction of the Intercolonial Railway
must come out of the general revenue. It
will be therefore seen that the Province ac-
tually receives more than she puts into the
general fund, and sufficient besides to pay
her proportion of the Intercolonial Railway
debt. 1 challenge the hon. gentleman to
refute a single statement | have made. If
he is unable to do so, and he knows he is,
what becomes of the whole fabric he has
built upon his financial argument, en which
he is now content to rest his opposition ?

Speech of My S. Campbell.

Mr. S. CampEeLL :—At this late hour, and
after the fatigues of a long " day, and in an
atmosphere to say the least of it oppressive
I proceed to perform the duty accorded to
me by my friends and by the courtesy of
the house to conclude thiz debate, and T
feel upon the present oceasion as I 'felt in
my previous address, that my present office
and responsibility place me in conflict with
great odds. I feel'that I have great anta-
gonists both within and without these walls,
but I am at the same time assured that [
have the warm and hearty concurrence of
the people to sustain me. I believe T have
a righteous cause and I know that—

“Thrice i3 he armed who hath his quarre! Juat,
, 4And he but naked, though locked up in steal,
Whose conscience with injustice is corrupted:”

Hence, sir, I feel emboldened in proceed-
ing in my present task, and I shall take the
liberty at starting to review some of the ob-
servations which have been made by gen-
tlemen who have preceded me before I
remark upon the main question which this
amendment discloses. The first name I
find on my notes is that of a gentleman who
stands high in this conntry in point of rank
and falent; I mean the Prov. Sec’y, and I
ma?’ 84y, i think it would have become
that'gentleman to have pursued a different
courge jn reference to an absent rival. 1
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am not the apologist or champion of M.
Howe but 1 claim the honor of his personal
friendship. T am an admirer of his because
I belicve him to be a valuable public man
and a pure-souled patriot.” I deprecate the
course taken by the Prov. Sec’y., in refer-
ence to Mr. Howe because he is absent.
There are those among us who have ‘met
him in confliet, and 1 wish heartily that he
was here to repelthe changes which have
been mude against his consistency and
patriotismi. We would not try the meanest
criminal at the bar of justice in his absence ;
common decency would repudiate such a
monstrous procedure, buthere, in reference
to that gentleman who is absent from his
native land on a mission connected with
its best interest, who Curtius like has east
himself into a wide and deep chasm for his
country’s sake, it is thought not indecorons
to put him on trial and to ask the country to
condemn him.

Sir, this is entirely wrony. But not con-
tent with pouring the vials of his wrath
upon Mr. Howe, the Prov. Sec’y., went on
to refer to the capitalists of the city in terms
which cannot be justified by their character
or their conduct. And who, sir, are these
capitalists ! Are they not the men whoe
have been at the back of the hon. gentleman
in many a fierce political encounter, and
who, on such oecasions, have rendered him
effectual service?  He was therefore guilty
of ingratitude of the blackest dye in endea-
voring to make thein the objects of odium
and scandal before the country. The eapi-
talists of this city, sir, have a deep stake in
the interest of Nova Scotia ; their lot is cast
here for all time : and if the ity or province
prosper, theirmeans must be correspondingly -
enlarged. To say that they are actuated by
the sordid motives that were asserted, is o
libel on them which I feel called on to
throw back in the teeth of the man.whe
made it. [ am not bound to them by any
considerations or connection, but as thev
have no one here willing, although bonnd,
to answer in their name, 1 cannot but take
notice and vindicate them from the gross
calomny which we have heard.

Next we were told that the petitions pre-
sented here at the last Session numbered
but a few thousands., [ well recollect the
circamstances under which those petitions
were withdrawn from general signature.
While they were being circulated for that
purpose the country was told by members
of this house, and their partizans elsewhere,
that Confederation would not be brought
here ; that the Government dare not bring
it here ; and T think T might bring it to the
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recollection of one of the delegates that he
proclaimed the opinion that the subject
would not be presented to us for,many
vears. It was under these and other cir-
cumstances that the people ceased petition-
ing, and but for the representations I have
referred to, the murber would have reached
that of thoze which were sent across the
water.

The Provincial Seceretary, in veferring to
the scheme, touched upon one important
topie—the lisheries. My constituents, sir,
are deeply interested in that branch of in-
dustry—none more so. perhaps, except those
of the county of Halilax, and what is the
history of Confederation in that aspect!
How damagingly has Canadian influence
operated on those engaged in the fisheries
of the conntry ! Every one knows that they
have been sold and sacrificed ; and wheth-
er it be Canadian or Tmperial agency that
has been at work, I care not—the melan-
choly fact remains: our fisheries and our
fishermen have been sold. This, sir, is a
foretaste of the fruits of Confederation—this
is a specimen of the policy that will be pur-
sued in reference to the many other inter-
ests of the Maritime Provinces when it suits
the objects of the new * Dominion.” There
is no man, young or-old, engaged in the
prosecution ot the fisheries, and dependent
upon them for his support, but has this mel-
ancholy convietion forced upon his mind—
that to be a British subject is to occupy a
position inferior to that of an American. All
that valuable property which the Legisla-
ture has been from year 'o year declaring
to be the peculiar possesion of the country
has been transferred for a consideration too
paltry and contemptible to mention. Every
member here who has fishermen for his
constituents must feel that this Canadian
policy should induce him to pause a long
time before giving his assent to this Union.

T now come to that part of the Provincial
Secretary’s observations which relate to a
gentleman who, though he is here, is de-
barred from answering for himselfz, inas-
much as he has exhausted the privileges
which the rules accord to him. The so-
called annexation sentiments of the hon.
member for East Halifax have been pro-
claimed by the Provincial Secretary. I un-

derstood my hon. friend to say this: “Ido.

not wish to_be an American, I wish to be
a British subject—I wish to remain a Nova
Seotian, and to enjoy my birthright and my
constitutional freedom as such; I do not
wish to be a Canadian.” That is the whole
extent of the ground on which this charge
of annexation gentiments has been founded

and sought to be fastened upen the hon
member. The next name on my list is the
hon. member for Inverness, who reterred to
a topic-that is very distasteful to me, be-
cause it refers to a state of mind and inten-
tion which it is derogatory to the honor of
this House to suppose that any member of
the House is moved by—that is, the matter
of corruption. As I have said, the topic is
derogatory to us, it is distasteful to me, and
I will pass it by with oaly this remark—Ilet
the people be our judge. But the hon.
member thought he had made a great point
when he asked if we had the machinery
for testing this question at the polls, taking
into consideration the population of the va-
rious counties, and the number of members
returned. But he forgot that that is the ma-
chinery by which this House is-constituted,
under any and all eircumstances and in re-
lation to every question, and therefore 1
consider that his analysis of the population
and representation of the several constitu-
encies was no proof in, support of his posi-
tion. Then the hon. member spoke of the
union of Cape Breton with this Province ;
but he forgot to tell us, as he should Lave
done, that at that time the island had no re-
presentative institutions; its affairs were
managed by the Governor and Council, and
its people were not represented at all. ~The
eople of the island were therefore elevated
in the scale of constitutional freedom when
their interests were placed under the protec-
tion of representatives duly elected by them.
I now come to the hon. member for Halitax
(Mr. Shannon.) He greatly mistook the re-
ference which I made to the period and the
doings of Nero. I meant and made no al-
lusion at all to the proceedings of the Im-
perial Parliament, in connection with the
merry-making in which the “speech” . call-
ed us to join, but my remarks were aimed
at the concocters of that speech. It was in
connection with the proposed rejoicings that
I made the reference to the tyrant who, in
the midst of a calamity such™ as never af-
flicted this Province, saw such great reason
for merriment. The hon. gentleman then
went on to give us a glowing picture of the
period when Confederation was consum-
mated in this Province. He told his éon-
stituents through this House: “ You farm-
ers, you fishermen, you artizans, all of ‘yon
are to get a double price for all tHe wares
and commodities you bring to market.” 'On
what grounds has he ‘'made such an asger-
tion?  Has he oftered us any grounds for
it? Am Itosuppose that this is'all ctap-
trap intended to influence a constitueney
on the approach of an election? ¥ dann
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imagine any other reason for such a state-
ment. Then, again, he told us that the la-
boring men of the city of Halifax under-
stand this question well, and are going to
be greatly benefited by Confederation. I
ask, do not the ‘merchants who give these
men their living understand the question at
least as well?  Is it not the interest of the
merchants to alvance the general prosperi-
tﬁ’ and how is it that they are opposed to
the scheme? Do men generally act in op-
position to their interests? No; they are
men of intelligence, and from north to south
of this city they in a very large proportion
reject the measure.

Then we were told that Confederation
would keep all the young men in the coun-
try ; if the hon, member’s expectations are
realized the young men will be too nume-
rous, and Nova Scotia will be too small a
field for them. To this [ answer the world
is wide enough. There is the neighboring
Republic, to which many of them have al-
ready repaired, and in which they have
raised themselves to positions of eminence
and . wealth. [ am reminded in this con-
nection of one who has become one of the
most eminent shipbuilders in the world.
He went from one of our western counties.

Mg. CurcHiLL.—He failed at last.

Mr. S. CampsEiL—Perhaps so; but has
he not benefitted the world n the mean-
time? It would seem from the speech of
the. hon. member for Halifax (Mr. Tobin)
that he, too, is impressed with the same
uotion that Nova Scotia is not large enough
for our young men. The Dominion is to
enlarge the field, but they can go to any
part of the new Dominion now. I come
now to the Financial Secretary, who has
entitled himself to special notice at my
hands, having extended to me a certain
class of civilities rendering such recognition
neeessary. He termed me “a mere colo-
nial lawyer.” Let me ask what he is? Is
he so puffed up by being placed in his pre-
sent position, and by having been sent on
an unnecessary and expensive delegation
abroad, and having so httle to do at home
that he can afford to sneer at members of
his own profession, and. endeavour to dero-
gate from their position by the contemptible
epithet he has used! Sir, let him bear in
mind that his pesition is but for 4 day. He
also charged me with recklessness and
audaoify in my views and expressions.
Sir,.as a British subject, and a British free-
man, I shall entertain any opinion that ma
commend itself to my judgment, and will
express that opinion as freely as 1 please.

Angezation to the Uhithd States, says the

hon member, is the object of gentlemen on
his side. The hon. gentleman, in so saying
ventured on a sfatement as untrue as it was
bold. No man shall ventare with impunity to
hurl that charge .at us, or convey without
challenge the imputation of disloyalty. Dis-
loyalty is no part of my nature—it has marked
Lo act of my public carcer. I am willing
to lay down my life—to shed the last drop of
my blood, on behalf of the country in which my
lot is cast, and with whose fortunes my best af-
fections are entwined; but at the same time I
know my rights, and shall taxe every constitu.
tional means to vindicate them. And, sir, let
me remind the hon. member that I am not paid
for my loyalty—it is an inbern principle; it is
not of that spurious kind which is fed upon and
fattened by the sweets and solids of the public
treasury. i

Again, the hon. member says, “If the people
feel any embarrassment in the consideration of
the question, would it not be wise in them to
take the opinion and to act upon the conclusion
of those standing at- the head of affairs on the
other side of the water ¥’ - Sir, 1 do not admit
that he has the right to call on a free people liv-
ing under constitutional government to forego
their own indubitable’ privilege and to commit
the decision of any question, much less the pre-
sent one, to apy other than themsclves. They
are clothed from their very birth, with the pri-
vilege of deciding upon every question that can
possibly arise; and though it has been not only
insinnated but asserted :tﬁat they are ignorant, [
know well this fact, that in every county in the
Province there are fifty-five men to be found

uite as capable of giving arighteous decision on
the present question as the fifty-five members
who composc this honse. I insist, therefpre,
that the people ought not 1o be content to Jeave
this question to any arbitrament in which their
voices arc not heard.

Before passing from this portion of the hon.
member’s remarks, let me present to the house
my idea of some of the hon.gentleman’s reasons
r raking néa these phantom charges about an-
nexation and disloyalty. The hon. member
I knew what was the inborn, ordinary and natural
feeling of a great portion of the people of the
county that he nominally represcnts. Secotch-
men, he knew, were distinguished for their pat
riotism, and he thought it might be advantage-
ous, in view of his own dubious position, to
excite the hostile feelings of the men of that
nationality by charging upon the opponents of
Confederation the aims and sentiments to which
I havereferred. But, sir, to retort upon the hon,
member, let me ask, not what havebeen his views
or his sentiments, but what hasbeen his cenduct?
He has done his utmost to denude his:Scot-
tish friends and constituents of the inconstitution.
al liberties.  When I think ef this, I feel bound
to tell him, though it may not be a very com.
fortable piece of information for him t0 bear -
in his remembrance, that Scotchmen every.
.where are like the guarded - emblem of . their

never-conquered land, and are ‘ever ready sto.

-
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meet the foe who wantonly would tread upon or
rudely touc® the foliage or the flower of their
freedom. (kear.) They willnotbe Scotchmen
if, when he again ventures to approach them,
he does not feel the thrust of their indignation
piercing the very marrow of his political ex-
1stence.

I now come, sir,to the gist of the amend-
ment—the conatitutional question, as it has
been called ; and let me ask if this is a subject
in the consideration of which we are to be et
with an objection, what I cannot but calla
constitutional quibble? 'We have been repea-
tedly and vauntingly told that we have shown
no precedent that would justify the Houso in
adopting the amendment I have had thehoner
to propose. To this quibble, sir, I offer in re-
ply the s *stantial precedent ofcommon sense.
It will be. “me enough when these expoundors
of constiutional law furnish me with a state
of things similar to that existing in relation
to this question—it will, I, say be time enough
to produce the now impossible precedent. Bir,
the question ef Confederation is upon us—isis
widely regarded as a new and unprecedentsd
malady, endangsring the entire body pelitic,—
and how igit to bemet? - It must be dealt with
outof the usual course,—no ordinary applica-

-tions would be reasonable or wise; it urgently
demands the freest treatment, aud no treat-
raent seems to me more prudent or consonant
with wisdom tban the one which I propose in
{be amendment. This branch of the Lagisla-
ture must, according to the principles of ita con-
stitution, terminate its existence in the course
of a very few weeks. Every member of this
House will then be called on to meet his con-
stitnents face to face. 'What,1 ask,even in re-
ferenceoto the position and prospects of the Ad-
ministration itself, can possibly transpire be-
tween the present period and the period of
that inevitable election to induce the Govern-
ment tooppose the postponement of the ques-
tion until then? :

, I must not be uandarstood as wishing to
take the final decision of the question out of
the hanrds of the Legislature, but let the mat-
ter remain as it is, let the public business go
on to completion, and after that is done let t%e
people as is customary and constitutional re-
cord their votes, and let the r2sult of that elec-
tion be their decision of this question. If fa-
vorable let it finaliy incorporated into law
when our successors come here. There is and
there can be no other guestion pending in tha
.country of greater impor'ance. than-this, and I
assert that the electors are in'alligent ¢nough
to decide it oa its own werits, With their ver-
dict I shall be satisfied. This is no snd.den im-
pulse wi'h me—~this ig no factious view From
the first moment
wak mooted ¥ have given expressidn . to [he
same’ unchangaable sentiment—arA in dding
so I.d6f course sdvocated s Prouebdiing that)
would have the effect, if dopted; of #britging:
the torm of my; own parliamenody oxistencd.
Parlicolarly do T coneider ir. as (ishouounrable
in the extreme to adopt any other-zourss thea.
the one I advocate inasmuch 2s. gentlemen.
.here in favor of this measure well know that!
they are actiog'in opposition 1o theis own of -
victions of the extsting feeling throughont the
Province. ' Ia several ‘countiés public’ teet-
ings have boen Leld which bave been attended,

that the question cf blon | %€

not by men of one party, but by men repre-
senting every political class; and no man can
bLe ignorant of the sentiment which those gen-
eral gatherings enunciated. The opinions-and
wishes of othér conaties have glso in-other
modes been nnmistakeably expressed. 1t is,
therefore, tyrannical, wrong and unjust in the
extreme, with that conviction on the mwinds of
members, to refuse the people the ordinary
right of passing on & measure that is to affect
them and children forever. What is the end
and objeét of government but the happiness
and welfare of the people? Governments arn
not institutions created for the purpose of ham-
pering a few .officials, but to enlarge the inter-
ests and promote the prosperity of the coun-
try in entire subordination to the well under-
stood wishes of the people. Is this measure,
regarded in that aspect,in the least degree
likaly to secure that much desired end? r.
Speaker, I have from the outset of this debate
purposely abstained from going into the gener-
al question of Confederation, the resolation 1
have snbmitted affirms the oune grand prinei-
ple that tbe question should not be decided
until the people are Leard upon it at the polis.

I might have pointed out many incongrui-
ties and unsound and unjust provisions, and
many others likely to produce dissentions in
the dominion about to be erected, but
T have preferred confining myself to the simple
but sound principle of appealing first to tho
people of this country to ask them, the sov-
eraign peopls as I will call them, whether they
will bave this Union—this Dominion—or not*?
I cannot close, however, and resume my seat
without this single observation. - The Govern-
ment are about to pass, or expect ere long to
gee enacted this mosasnre of Union, When
passed ard enasted will it be worth the papér
on which it i3 printed if the minds and the
hearts of the people do rot endorse is. - Is it
merely a stretch of the imagination to faney
a majority returned in opposition to the

-principles of the bill,—may we not justiy an-

ticipate that contingency? And what then?
‘Why of coursa that there wili be an agitation
wide and violent for the repeal of this union.
In what temper and uader what pledge will
the represeniatives ot the people come from
the polls? by a large majority this bouse,
or the house to succeed it, will be composed
of the men opposed to Confederation. Do -
you suppose, sir, that the sense of wroung
and iojustice will ee soon be effaced from
their hearts and memories? No the samé con-
vigtions that opsrate now will operate then
with tenfold furce, and lamentable will be the
condition of disorder and confasion in which
pablic matters will then be involved. It is
surely moré than wise to avoid this almost
rtaln consummation. I ask the house to
coosider its position and its dutyin that view;
This;argunment I feel should operate’faverabl,
upon the vote to-night. I copclude, sir, witl
the hope, sincers and ardent, that the course
taken on this occasion may not produce an;
such fatal result.. At all events, if it should}
shall have the cousolation that I have done
my best to avert it by submitting the amend-
ment I have the ionor to propose.

At 2} o’clock -the question was put to the

| House when thara appeared

For the Amendment—Townsend, Eebb, Bal-
com, Ross, More, Killam, McLelan, Robert-
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son, Blackwood, King, S. Campbell, Coffin,
Locke, Ray, Annand, Brown—16.

Againa' the Amendment—Hefternan, James
Fraser, Shannon, Chaa. Campbell, Bourinot,
Hil), Whitman, D Fraser, Churchill, Allison,
Pryor, Parker, McKay, Kaulback, Hill, Tobin,
Iamilton, Jost, Donkin, Lengley, J. Campbel),
McKinnon, McFarlane, Financial Secretary,
Tupper, Cowie, Robichau, Archibald, Blan-
chard, Colin Campbell, Smyth, Caldwell,— 32,

The last clause of the answer to the address
passed by the same vote.

WebpNESDAY, March 20.
The House met at 3 p. m.
Hon. Prov. SECRETARY moved the ap-
pointment of committee for the nomination
of standing committees.

MONEY VOTES.

Mr. Corix CaMpBELL said he had a num-
ber of petitions to present in relation to mo-
ney grants; the practice, he said, had been
for gentlemen to hand them to the Financial
Secretary in the House, stating the object;
he enquired whether that course was to be
pursued this geason.

Hon. Fin. Sec’y said that the rule requir-
ed that such petitions should go to the Go-
vernment, but members had been in the
practice of presenting them in the House,
so that the petitioners might see that they
had not been neglected. The same end
would be answered if gentlemen sent them
in privately, and a weekly list could be
laid on the table.

Hon. Prov. Sec’y and Mr. LockE urged
the adoption of a uniform course in such
matters.

Hon. F1n. Sec¢’y stated that the course
which he proposed would be expected to
be adopted by members of the House, and
he would prepare, such a list as he had
mentioned,

ANSWER TO THE ADDRESS PRESENTED.

The House then proceeded to Govern-
ment House to present the Answer to the
Address of his Excellency at the opening
of the session. The Sﬁeaker, upon their
return, announced that his Excellency had
been pleased to make reply, thanking the
House for their Address, and stating that
the important matters mentioned therein
would receive the most careful consider-
etion.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Hon. Fin. SecreTARY said: In laying
upon the table the Trade Returns for the
year ending 30th September, 1866, I feel
pleased at being able to congratulate the
House upon the prosperity of the conntry.
That prosperity, 1t was at one time feared,
would have been largely affected by the

10

diminution of commercial intercourse from
the abrogation of the Reciprocity treaty, but
an examination will shew that our commer-
cial relations present an aspect of prosperi-
¥y truly gratifying to every friend of his
country. The returns, I may here state,
exhibit an increase of revenue during the
last yearas compared with 1865 of #185,815.
The revenue of 1865 produced $1,040,583,
the total receipts of last year being $1,226.-
198, shewing an increase to the amount
mentioned, and smbracing all duties from
customs and execise, with exception of ex-
cise on the .two items of tobacco and ale,
the one being $3178 and the other $2324.
Therefore the whole duty ot customs under
the existing law was $1,226,398, and of ex-
cise $5,402, being altogether $1,231,902.
The next question of importance is the
source from which the revenue has been
derived ; and the House will permit me as
a matter of curiosity, if not of profit, to re-
view the progress which the country lras
made, and the regular expansion of its trade
in the last few years, as is indicated by the
cousumption of dutiable goods. This is
shewn by a short review of the gradually
increasing receipts, because I need not tell
gentlemen accustomed to deal with trade
that there can be no safer indication of the
prosperity of a country—no surer index of
the progress that a people are making than
a gradually increasing ability to buy large-
ly those necessaries and luxuries which go
into the general consumption of the people.
The amount of revenue receivable depends
on the population which is to buy, and the
ability of that populaticn to pay. In some
countries of the same population a smaller
revenue would have been obtainad, and the
increase of the latter, as compared with the
increase of the former, shewad most cloarly
that the country was increasing and expand-
ing in wealth and prosperity. In 1850 the
revenne derived from customs and excise was
only $322778 —not quite a fourth of the re-
venue of tn-day. In 1851 the amount receiv-
ed was $375052 from the same source.
fairer comparison perhaps will be to take the
customs duties of a more recent period, when
the circumstances of the country had been
affected by the commencement of our rail-
ways. In 1856 the receipts from customs
were $571,588—somewhat more than one third
of our present revenue from the same source.
This indicates, a8 1 have said, a rapid and
gure progress in trade and prosperity. The
next features presented by these returns are
the sources from which this revenue in de-
rived, and undoubtedly the accounts shew a
peculiarity which at first might strike the
house a8 requiring explanation, and the ex-
plawation for which will appear to every
gentleman acquainted with commercial trans-
actions. The increase in the revenus is,as I
have said, $185,000—a large per centage over
1ast year—while the returns shew that the

4
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total importations of goods, instead of haying
increased 'in' the same ri'io; aré within a
shade-of the amount of lasi year; the impor-
tations in 1865 being- $14,381,662, while in 1866

they were $14,281,008, leaving a. differenee’ of :

$658 in favour of 1865. Iu view of the state of
commeroial matters throughont the world, and
in view "of the abrogation of the Reéciprocity
Treaty and other measures affecting the nsual
channels of our- trade, it is most important
that weé should see how far.the current of
trade has ‘been affected by the repal of that
treaty. I nesd not say to those engaged in
commerce that this is not the time to cor-
rectly guage the probable effects of the repesl
of the. treaty, as these-raturns run over osly
six momnths siné¢e that took place, and I will not
ask tbe houss to'draw any general conclusions
on that point:at- thig time; barat the expira-
tion of the present guarter, which will give ns
tho returns for . year after the repeal, I will
lay on the table a pupplementary statement
which will enable us to arrive at more satia-
factory. cenvlusions.. I need no“ remind the

house that, from: fortuitous cirounmstances,:
Nova Scotin has been able to sieer through |

the ségr without any ssrious disaster; and I
know nothing glving vs preater cause for con-
gratulation than the fact-that a crisis of o seri-
aus a¢haracter; in: a pressure 80 greas as not

to be ‘exceeded at -any former period, and in-

disturbed state of commercial relations with
the neighboting Reptblic, our ‘trade relations
were proved to rést on so firm a basis that our
people hive’ been'able to ‘meet their engage-
ments abroad, proving to the world that in vo
country is comuwerce condunoted- on sounder
pringiples fhan here, Inview of these circum-
cumstances. it’is desirable to compare the state
of our tradé in'1865 and: 1866 with other comm-
tries, aud for.this purnose I will take the table
of importations. The importationafrom Great
Britain' decreased $422 392, but the principal
increase from other places was as follows:
From New Brunswiok an increase of....... £126,656
From Canada an incresse of......... .
Hrom P. E. Island an inorease of.. ..
From B. W. indies an increase of...........
It will be found on coming.to the table of
exports that the exports to the United States
have largely fallen off in comparison with our
whole trade, the article of sugar being the
principle article of decréase. It would ap-
pear that our merchants have imported from
the West Indies more than they could dispose
of—-the practice for years being to import from
these islands at a time when produce waslow,
to supply the Awerican market,
certain extent had last year failed thém. That
was an explanation of the comparatively large

jmports and small exports to. the” United |

States. The importations from the United
States decreased by $284,000; the decrsase of
exports being $391,247. From the Spanish

West Indies the decrease in importations was’

$181,791" ) .

Ad to the exports the total amount for 1866
was $8,043,095, the decrezse being larger pro-
portionably than the decrease in the imports,
but these returns are subject to the expla-
nation always made with referance to the re-
turns of experts, that they are defective and
do not present a reliable return af the exports
of the country. This is admitted to be thecase
to some extent in every conntry. In Canada

1ch to 'a

there is an allowance made of 12} per cent. for
short entries of exports, and in ail countries a
similiar experinoe exista. It is evident that
the difference between the imports and exports
eannot be 8o great as would thus appear from
the returns, becanse the country isin a heaithy
¢ondition financially, and our business men
are able to meet their engagements, If the ex-
cess of inaports over exports arocse from over-

‘trading that fact would be made very appar:

ent by the derangement in business which it
would necessarily create. The importations
being about $14,000,000, the - exporsations $8,-
000,000, leaving $6,000,000 to be acconnted
for, Beveral items ought in - fairness
to be deducted frouw thia- deficiency;.
the shipping built this: year was: va-
Tued at §2,720,839,—that is at the rate of $30
per ton, which Ido not think a fair average
value. Our gold returus represent the valus
of $505,726, which is 24,162 0z., at the rare of
$18.50 per 0z. There two items will give $3,-
305,563, which, added to the exports shewn bv
the returns, gives $11,339,000, leaving abou:
$3,000,000 of s deficit. , This may he accounat
ed for by takiug into consideration fne izrgt
amount of shipping not inslnded in the amrunt
given, which only incladed that added 1o
the register during the year. The balance of
trade is therefore not sp largely against us as’
it would appear. With these remarks I come
to-ths decrease of trade to the countries to
which we have been exporting. The principal
items are as follows:—

. Decrease. Inoreass
Exports to Great Britais. ... $467,858
0 . 8126.674
Do 187 638
Do to Newfoundland. .. 36 635
Do toBpan. W. Indies. 167,872
Do toFrench do.......
Do to United States. ...
Do toB. W. Indies....

1t will be seen from this that while thera is &
decrease in the importations from the Spanish

229 | West Indies oar exports to them bave increas-
8] ed,! shewing that our trade with them: is be--

coming of a more profitable nature. Instead

of taking specia from the other islands for our

exports and going to the Spanish Islands for

produce, it would now appear that we reverse

the order of things or at any rate do not de-

plete the of thelr gold to the msame extent.

To the French West Indies there: does  not.
appear to have been anv trade during . the
year, excepting, perbaps, to the extent of one.
CAIgO,

Here I may  mention one: fact which: con-
firms my remarks with respsct. to the present
not being the time at which we can judge of
the effdots of the repeal, of the treaty. Isee
that, in our dealings with the- United 'States,
the decrease in exports.is not in the artiolds:
of native production, but in articles imported,
which are usually re-shipped here for that
cotaotry, such ag sugar and spirits. We lose
the carryingtrade on these articles; it is true,
but it wounld not seem from thia that we are
not to be so seriousty affected by the repeal
a8 ‘'We suppose. :

I will now turn to the articles of merchan-
dize in'which'the dacreass of exports has prin-
cipaHy taken place. It will be found that in
the tradein horned cattle, beef, pork,sheep and
lambs there is the large decrease of $120,000,
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that trade being only temporary ard acciden-
tal, coming into existence with blockade-

runniog business, and dying out with its
cause.

Deorease. Inorease.
Horned cattle, beef, pork,
& 128 000
’ 291,793
19,824
18,261
59,417
L I 142,185
Firewood 28 442
Vegetables 27,877

Firowood and lathwood. ..... 29.442

Thus it appsars that in all the native pro-
ductions of the country there has been a con-
siderabie increase up to the date of these re-
turns. The increase, compared with the whole
-@mount of tho same articles exported last
vear, showed a large per centage;8also that
in woodenware being equal to twenty per

nt.,

The following is a comparative statement of
the exports of the priucipal articles of trade
with the United States for the years 1865 and
1866, showing the exports for the latter year
for the six months bheforn and after the re-
peal of the Reciprocity Treaty separately:—

TR1BOG. vveeee e ioinactiaiiintaaunaa, 31,085,745
In first half year 1866. . 224,307
Second do do............ .. 633,457 859,963
Decrease............... $227,891
Fish exported in 18685——. ,............ .....81,362,699
Do. do. fir-t half year 1866. ... 31,130,960
Do. do. second half do. ...... 224,363 1,355,323
Decresse............... $17,376
Fish oil exported in 1865, .................... 117,862
De. do. first ha'f year 1866......$73,909
Do. do. second halfdo.......... 0,636 84,595
Decrease............... T _653.,_2;
Sugar exported in 1865................. ... 300,459
0. do. first ha'f year 1866......$63,716
Do. do.second half do.......... 8,738 62,454
Decrease. coeevvearn.... 3247-,30'3
Molasses exported in 1865................... .8139,011
Do. do. first half year 1866.,....$49 845
Do. do. second half do..... . 99,953
— ———
Decrease................ $39,058
Wood exported in 1865....... T P 160,424
Do. do. fir t ha'f year 1866 $125,002
Do. do.second half do........, 40,708 265,710
Increase. veevvieninnnn, - $105,236
Gypsum exported in 1866, .........0uiiiieus $40,680
Do "o, Brst half year 1866 39 ’
Do. do. second half do. 43,608 59,647
Increase. ....o...:.- $18,067
Vegetables exported in 1865................... 148,734
0. do. firat half year 1866.....8149,979 ' .
Do. do.second half do....... . 12,592 162,67
Increase.........oovvveee s}3.§31

It will be saen frem these figures that dur-
ing the half year after the repeal of the treaty
\

the export of some articles of native produc-
tion was larger than daring the balf year when
no tax was imposed on these articles in United
States markets,

The British West Indies ave the next coun-
tries on our list of impor:s. As Ibave alrea-
dy explained, the trado in cattle, beef, &c.,
wholly ceased, and our exports of flsh were,
without doubt, diverted to the Spanish West
Indies to a great extent. The compara-
tive statement for the British West Indien
shows:

Exports of fishin1865......c000vvivnnnn .. 21,150,692
Do. do. first half of 1866......
Do. do. second haif do......... 426,164 973,742
Decrease.............0.us 8176,9_50
Horges and Cattle in 1865..........0... 0000 $151,892
Do. do. first half of 1866....... $4.607
Do. do. second half do.....,. oo 2,988 7,495
Decrease. ............... . 8144_,&77
Wood in 1965, .......00vuus PETET I, Cvevaeees B 55-6-7,7—94
Do. first half of 1866. .. .
Do. second haif do.............. 444,399
Increase. ..., e ierane $86,600

I now proceed to place before the House a
statement of the sources from which tho ra-
venue is made up. First as to the casual re-
venue:

Coal Mines, including royally on coal $58,109
Gold Mines. ............covivinvnnian 18,201
Insans Asylum.. . 17,082
Post Office........coceenunn . 62992
Railways......- ..., ciiieensasaenes. 193789

The total receipts from customs and excise
dl?_t,ies were, as I have stated, $1,231,992. Of
this—

The Advalorem Duties gave....,..... 8565,069
Specific duties........ .. 660,
Excise on Ale........ .. 817

O TObAEO. L vae i 2,824
$1,231,902

It will also be seen from the returns that the
specific duties were nearly all yielded by a
very few articles, thus:—

Duty on Spirits and Wines.......... $316,132
Flour......... 28,685
Molasses........ 62,765
Sugar.,..... PN 90-289
Tehuveseianeunanans 82,083
Tobacco,.......... 000

: 1,648
Sprits and wines therefore yielded about
one-fourth of the entire revenue; and gentle-
men may here permit me to refer toa fact
which would. séem to show that the action of
the Legislature, at its last session, .io raising
the duty on rum, had opera:ad. preymdically
on the revenue, for the whele increase of re-
venue from that article wus but-$9,000. T

‘think, however, that we cannot fairly arrive

at such a comclusion, becaunse the large quan-
tity in warehouse on the 31st March last has
gone into consumption.

As far as I can ascertain there was rum
enough on hand at the change of the tariff to
supply the country until within & month or
two of the financial year. One enquiry which
here suggests itself is, what effect has the duty
of 25 cents per barrel on American fiour had on
our tradein that article with the United States?
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I am informed by those well acquainted with
the trade, that with the existing facilities for
transit that Canadian flour could be landed
here more cheaply than that from tbe United
States. The fact that there has been aun in-
crease of importation of flour from tho latter
country of 112,000 barrels would seem to show
that the trifling duty imposed had not interfer-
ed serlously with the trade, but I donot think
the figures can be relied on as shewing the ex-
tent, of flour trade between this Province and
the United States and Canada, for it would ap-
pear by them that the importation of flour from
Cavada was

in 1866 72,000 bbls.
in 1866 58,000 bbla.,
Incresso. 14,000 bbls.

But this must be erroneous, and may perhaps
be accounted for on the ground that Canadian
flour has been entered at the outperts as Ame-
rican. I have no means of verifving this
opinion, but it appears to be a reasonable one,
for we kuow that there bas been during the
season increased trade in flour with Canada,
and the increase must be far larger than the
figures would represent.

I will now call attention to the returns of
revenue and expenditure. The total receipts
of the year as per the Receiver General’s ac-
count, 2,080,180 68
Expenditure 1,961,348 28

Lesving a balance of $118,832 40

In this amount is not included the account
with the Pictou Railway extension, which
has been kept distinct by the Receiver
General.

I will now give a statement of the expendi-
ture of the year in the principal services as
compared with the estimates for these various
gervices. I may here say, however, that in
mapy of the services there were liahilities
standing over frowm last year, which go iz this
year’s account, 8o that the fact of the payment
as per the Receivar General’s account exceed-
ing the estimata, does not prove that there was
an actual over expenditure. The public neces-
gities im some cases in some cases, however,
required that the amounts should be largely
overdrawn, but in none of thege could retrench-
ment have been exercised with due regard to
the public interests,

tection of fisheries, likewise transferred to the

extent of $22,000,the ‘“ Druid” being under

control of the chairman. That will reduce the
over-expenditure to about $50,000, Of thar

816,000 was required to provide hospital ac-

commodation in consequence of the arrivui of
the cholera ship in the spring, and the threaten-
ed vigitation of pestilence during the summer;
then a large additional sum was required for
St. Peter’s Canal and also for the Insane Asy-
lum, which it was desirable to complete as ra-
pidly a8 possible. The over expenditure in
education was under the Act authorizing an
advance from the treasury to enable the coun-
ties to meet the firat half year’s obligations to
the teachers. Loans bad been made to nearly
all the counties, but as these were repaid after
the close of the financial year, the expenditure
for this depariment was really in accordanco
with the vote. The Report on Immigration,
which will be shortly placed on this table,will
shew an aceount of the expenditure in that
department. The number of immigrants was
912, the cost baing at the rate of $20 per head.
The accounts of the Militia Department will
likewise shew the cause of the excoss there,
and I will here say that a very largely increa-
sed grant is considered essential for the u ain-
tenance of the militia system. The ordinary
expense of the departmant,. for 1866 was 870,126
while the extraordinary amounted to $44,133,
and there is in addition an amouunt due for
clothing. There was no allowance in the esti-
mate for the public building The balance to
the credit of the Road and Bridges service has
been since overdrawn.

It will be interesting to neoto the progress
which has been made iu 80 important a branch
of provincial industy as our coal mines. In
1827 there were raised only 11000 tous, while
in 1866 there were raised 600,000 tons,

There is oneitem of the accounts which may
cauge some discussion, viz.: a charge of $95,-
000 fox treasury notes, It will be remember-
ed that the alarm occasioned by the threat-
eved invasion caused arupupon the Savings’
Bank to the extent of $62 000, of which there
has been replaced only $38000, Notes had to
be issued for the balance, and also for the con-
struction of the Asylum and public building,.
These issues were required as well for the
commercial convenience of the country as for
discharging the demands of the treasury.

" Estimated, Paid. The following is a statement in reference to
Agrioultura, ... ............. 8 2,000 $28,000 | our maring—
Board of Works. ..... PR 180,420 259,608 Tessels ved i
Board of Statistice. .. ....... 4000 2,488 essels enfered imwards :
Criminal Prosecutiops....... 1,500 2,714 No, Tonnage, Crew.
Crown Lavds........... e 19,600 9 600 | 1866. -6.552 978,070 49,087,
Education. . .....188,693 157,780 | 18€5. .6,834 929,929 49,083,
Immigation .. 5,800 2 .60 — _
Militla. .00 .. onn0e .. 88, 143,652 | Decrease 282 Increase 48,141
Postal Communic . 66, 48,17 Outwards.
Public Budding. ...... not estimated) 32,666 No. Tonnage. Crew.y
fntzuo f’rintfin : "32%9&% 10% 1866. .6,130 869 0 46015
nterest on de . , 865. ...... 1993,
Roads & Bridses. ... 274 000 215 698 | 12006816 846,83 4,95,
M;::bulua &:‘e'rtnes ; 2‘),1';0 ;1.!;197 Decrease 165 Increaee 22,690

o largest item in excess iy that of the Vessels Registered in this Province :
Board of Works, the excess being $99,000. Of No. e Tonr, vq,n: ¢
that, however, there was a grant, included 3,899 400,695 £13,719.547
among Navigation Securities of $30000 to St.| Added last year. )
Peter’s Canal, that expenditure being (rans- 38 65,834 2,699,837

ferroed to the Board. This, added to the $160,-
000 estimated, will give $190,000; then there is
$50,000 under miscellaneous services for pro-

One additional explanation I desire to make.

The hon. Provincial Secretary is charged in
the warrants drawn with 3400 for the expenses
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as a dolegate to Washington; the dulies were
discharged by the Attoruey General, aud the
amount shonld be debited to bim

BILLS.

Mr, KawrBack introduced a bill to vestin
the Crown certain pubtic lands in th- town of
Lunenburg.

Mr. Tosix intrcduced a bill to increase the
capital stock of the Halifax Gas Light Com-
pany.

Hon. Mr. SuANNON presented a petition and
introduaced a bill relative to the Wellington Min-
ing Company. Also & bill relative to Palmer-
ston Mining Compeny.

WINDSOR AND ANNAPOLIS RAILWAY.

Hon. Prov. SECRETARY lsaid on the table co~
pi2s of correspondance relative to the Windsor
and Annspolis Railway. He cxplained that
owing to the financial difficulties in England
during the course of the past year, the persons
who had taken the contract for the building of
the road had been unable to fulfil their engaye
ments. The Government, however, determin®
ed to use their be t exertions to redeem the pro-
mise which they made when they adepted the
policy of extending the railway to Pictou, that
they would give railway facilities to the cour-
ties to the westward. Owing to the financial
embarrasements in the mother country, the de-
legates experienced great difflculties in carry-
ing out their intentions, and he had no hesita-
tion in saying that it was only when British ca-
pitalists found that Confederation would soon
become an accomplished fact, that they came
forward willingly to contract for the woik —
Ebpcouraged by the prospects offered by Con-
federation, parties entered into a contract for
the construction cf this railway which was so
anxiously desired by the people of the western
counties. The new contractors bound them-
selves, under a heavy penalty, to commence the
work after the first of this year, and to finish it
at the end of 1869. In order, h wever, to cn-
sure the construction of the work, the Govern-
ment sere obliged to agree to capitalize the
awmount instead of paying the apnual subvene
tien, s originally intended. As respects the
route, he would state that the Government ha?
instructed Mr. Fleming, when Chief Engineer,
to survev the line of railway for their informa-
tion. Mr. Fleming made a survey on both sides
of the Cornwallis river, and presented in his
report, the relative advantages and disadvant-
ages of each route. The Government were ob.
liged, in making the contract, to leave it op~
tional with the company which line to take.
They felt they were quite safe in doin so, be~
cause the parties who were expending their ca-
pital in the censtruction of the road, would na-~
turally locate it where it would best subserve
the business of tha country and promote their
Own interests. Previous to the departure of the
delegates from England, the parties with whom
they had made the contract organized the com-
pany, and associated with themselves the emi-
Dent contractor Mr. Brassey, thereby placing it
beyond the possibility of a doubt that the wark

would be immediately commenced and efficient-
ly constructed. The spring would see the work
vigorously proceeded with. It was intended,
the Provincial Secretary added, to build the
railwgy bridge of iron.

The House then adjoursed.

TururspaY, March 21.
The Housc met at 3 p. 3.
Hon. Prov. Sec. presented a report from the
committec appointed to nominate standing com-
mittees. The report was adepted.

HOSPITAL FOR INSANE.

Hox. Prov. SEc., by command, laid on the
table papers connected with the complaints against
the Medical Superintendent of the Hospital for
Insane, in the case of Richard Harley, deceased.
He regretted that the unpleasant duty should
have devolved upon him of submitting these pa-
pers to the house for reference to the Committee
on Humane institutiens. It was nccessary for
the information of the conntry, for the satisfac-
tion of parties more dircetly interested in the in-
stitution and for the vindication of the chara-
ter of the Supecrintendent, that an investiga-
tion should take place by a tribunal in whem
the public would have confidence. The Govern-
ment did not desire to throw any portion of their
own responsibility upon the committee ; but the
management of the institution having been
made the subject of heated discussion, it was de-
sirable that any person having a complaint to
make should be heard by a disinterested body of
gentlemen. When the hospital was organized,
the party now in power were entrusted with its
management, and an act was passed providing
that, while great responsibility should devolve
upon the Superintendent, there should be a stew-
ard and matron not responsible to him, but ap.
pointed by the Government. The commission-
ers also appointed under that act experienced
great difficulty, subsequently, in consequence ot
a disagreement between the officers, and the suc-
ceeding Government considered it necessary to
dispense with the services of the steward and ma-
tron. He (Prov. Sec.) had taken great exception
to this course, believing that such a responsibili-
ty as was thrown on the Superintendent should
not rest on any living man. On coming back to
power he and his friends had given great atten-
tion to the institution, and found that the man-
agement had been carried onin a very effici-
cnt manner, so much so that the Government did
not feel called upon to carry out the views they
had previously expressed. The large and influ-
ential committee of the house reported favourably
year after year, and it was only recently {hﬂt the
public mind had been agitated on the subject. A
young man a patient, had latcly been removed to
his home from the asylum, and had dicd shortly
efterwards. Some of his friends belicved that
his condition in relation to cieanliness Was not
such as it should have been, and having made a
complaint to the Board of Works, laborious in-
vestigation. T'hat investigation, which had been
declared by parties on all sides as highly satis-
factory, had received the attention of the Govern
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ment, and a board of medical gentlemen, of high
character had been appointed to examine the
state of the institution, and their report together
with Dr. DeWolfe’sreply, would be found among
the papers. While the investigation had satisfied
the Government that the condition of the patient
was not what it should have been, the evidence
as to the present efficiency of the institution was
such as not to warrant them in taking such a step
as the removal of the Medical Superintendent.
Tt was, however, proposed to revert to the system
of appointing an independent officer as steward,
and to establish a board of threc gentlemen—one
of them a consulting physician—not exactly
charged with the functions of the business man-
agement,.but to visit the Asylum regularly and
to satisfy themselves to its condition. This, it
was believed, would give to the friends of per
sons afflicted with the dreadful malady of insan-
ity the assurance that it would be almost impossi-
ble for a want of care to exist. The duties of the
Medical Superintendent had been very extensive
onerous and laborious ; and he would by such a
change be relieved from those not lproperly be-
longing to his departmezt, and would have more
time to bestow upon the matters coming more
immediately under his care. He desired to state
that the medical superintendent was anxious to
have the most thorough investigation made not
only of this complaint, but of any others that
could be preferred.

The papers were referred to the committee on
Humane Institutions.

WAYS3 AND MEANS.

The House on motion of the Hon. Fin. Sec.
went into committee of Ways and Means.

Hon. FIN. Sec moved that the custems, ex-
cise, and light house duties remain the same as
last year.

Mr. 8. CaMpPBELL proposed that the duty on
American flour be remitted. Canadian flour
came in free, and e did not see the propriety of
the distinction.

Hon. Prov. Sec. said that the Government
would be obliged to resist the proposal. Under the
Reciprocity Treaty American flour came in free,
and by the repeal, an act of this Province, previ-
ously existing, which imposed the duty, was
brought into operation. hile it was unfortn-
nate that the commercial relations which had
grown up between the Province and the United
States had been disturbed, it was quite certain
that the government of that country had no
claim upon our consideration. The im-
position of the duty was their own act; it was
not retaliatory legislation upon our part. Ifthere
was one class of people to whom the treaty was
especially valuable it was the fishing class, and
nothing more detrimental to their interests could
be done than to let the American government see
that the treaty could be repealed, and the direct
consequences at the same time avoided. The ex-
perience of the past year showed that the result
of the tax was not to place an additional burden
on the people in reference to the price of bread,

" for flour can be obtained from Canada of as good

sed the trade between this Province and Canada,
and in the States an influential body had attacked
the government on the ground that the abroga-
tion of the treaty had inflicted a severe blow upon
their commerce. Very soon he believed, a renew-
al of the treaty would be the result, and it would
be most unwise to part with one of the means
which were operating with powerful effect in
that direction.

Mr. Locke said that if the imposition were to
produce such a result as was anticipated no com-
Plaint could be made, but it had no such effect.
That which ceuld be used to bring about a re-
newal—the right of our fisheries—had been taken
from us. Flour was a necessary article of im-
portation, and it could not be got as well from
Canada. The Western counties did not trade
with Canada—the tax was therefore burdensome
to them. The amount paid in six months was
$28,000, and this burden fell principally upon
the fishing population. The price of flour was
enormous, and the tax was not needed for the
purposes of revenue, because the treasury was
overflowing. The country required free trade as
far as it could be got, while this provision oper-
ated as o protection to Canada. He believed
that the tax was imposed for the purpose of ad-
vancing Canadian interests. It was now in the
power of the government to repeal the tax, and
he called upon the government to do so.

Hon. FINANCIAL SECRETARY concurred in the
opinion respecting the advartages of free trade,
but he asked was it consistent with the dignity of
the Legislature, in view of the position assumed
by the United States, to relieve that government
of the consequences of their own hostile acts?
Their own officers had condemned the policy of
abrogating the treaty as a suicidal one on the
very ground that this tax had been revived
thereby, because it threw the flour market ef this
Province into the hands of those who are cem-
peting with them in their own markets. He
would undertake to say that the imposition of
the duty had not raised the price of flour, during
the past year, for Canadian flour could be pro-
cured more cheaply and of a better quality. - It
was true that the fishermen of the Western cour-
ties did not trade with Canada to any great ex-
tent, but they could precure Canadian flour in
the States as readily. The great difficulty had
been in distinguishing between the two kinds of
flour, and Boston merchants had in many cases
brought the American flour to Canada, and trans-
ported it from there to here in order to avoid the
duty. If thatcould be done, and the article still
be sold cheaper than if imported direct, it was
evident that the duty was not oppressive upon
us. The mode of ascertaining whether the ex-
porter or the consumer paid the duty was to as-
certain which species of flour controlled the mar-
ket, and the fact was that the Cauadian flour
controlled the market, and everything which
came into competition with it had to abate in

rice. Thetax, therefore, fell ugon the exporter;
ut even supposing it to be otherwise, it only
amounted to a cent & head upon our population,
and the result was highly faverable in reference

a qual ity and ag low a price, It had thus increg' to the desired renewal of the treaty.
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Mr. Corrin enquired whether it was the inten-
tion to tax the Canadian flour coming through
New Brunswick ?

Hon. Fin. Skc. replied that the origin of the
the flour had to be well vouched for. American
flour was allowed to enter New Brunswick duty
free and it was hard to make the distinction af-
terwards. The rule adopted was that where the
flour was Canadian beyond doubt the duty was
not imposed,—oth¥rwise it was.

Mr. CorFIN said that as to Canadian flour be-
ing available in the United States, many, of our
traders only wish to obtain a small supply, and
when they had to pay $5 for 2 consul’s certificate
it amounted to more than the duty. Notwith-
standing the arguments used to the contrary, it
was clear that the consumer paid the tax. The
fishermen having to seek a market in the United
States, the protection to Canadian flour drove
them to acash trade. This was the more hard
from the fact that American fshermen were al-
lowed to fish on our coast for a paltry fee while our
fish was heavily taxed in their markets. Thus
therc was a double tax upon the fishing industry.

Mr. ArcHIBALD said that the question was
not one of revenue but of public policy. He
thought that even a retaliatory policy would be
wise, and that it would be well to say to the
American people, “every ton of coal you ship
shall be subject to & tax” The preference giv-
en to Canadian flour would be the strongest ac-
gument we could offer to thoee with whom we
are about {o unite to induce them to adopt our
policy.

Mr. S. CameBELL s2id that cutting off one’s
nose to spite the face was a case precisely in
point. It would not be well to anticipate the
day of taxation, but on the contrary the food
of the people should be kept clear as far as pos-
siblo of tuch burthens as these. In New Bruns-
no such policy was adopted,— the tax was not
required for the purposes of revenue, and where
could be the ordirary common sense by which
. it could be supported ? The argument that the
exporter was the party affecied by the duty was
one that was not to be expected from the Fin’l.
Secretary.

Mr. Tozix said thatlast year he voted against
the duty, avd as far as purposes of revenue were
concerned he thought it would be sound policy
to admit flour free and raise the amount upon
some other article if necessary, but in view of
the present aspect of the question he felt dis-
posed to favor the continuation of the tax. The
duty had always been epacted, but the opera-
tions of the treaty suspended the imposition.
Beef and pork had likewise been charged $1
per bbl,, and this had caused a remonstrance
from the British Government. That. however,
did not affect an alteration in the law, and these
duties were brought into operation by the re-
cent action of the Americ’n Legislature. Ame-
rican flour wagso much higher than Canadian
that not a barrel more would be imported by the
duty being taken off. He, however, differed
from the Finaucial Sec’y as to the payment of
the duty, being of opinion that the amount of

tax was imposed by the seller here and that the
consumer had to pay eventually. He believed
it to be of little consequence whether the charge
remained in the tariff or not.

Mr, Derby, who had recently been on an of-
flcial visit to'this Province had discussed with
some of our merchants the present trade rela-
tions between the United States and these Co-
lonies and had taken a very liberal view of the
subject, stating his belief that matters could not
be put on a permanent and satisfactory footing
without a Treaty. Butin view of the prese:t
temper of Congress and of the burdens of the
United States a renewal was considered im-
practicable. He, (Mr. T.) had said to Mr.
Derbythat while Americans were licensed to fish
in our waters for 50 cents per ton, making say
$50 for a vessel of 100 tons, a Nova Scotian ves-
sel fishing alongside and taking the same quan-
tity had to pay $2000 on its cargo in an Ameri.
can port. Then sgain as to pork, a barrel of
that ar'icle was charged $1 duty, its value be-
ing $25 gold, while on a barre! of herring worth
$2.50, a tax of §1 was charge?. Asto flour, a
barrel worth $7, paid a duty of 25 cents, while
on our codfish, worth from §3 to $4, there was
a dnty of 66 cents. Mr. Derby’s tzble appear-
ed in the tariff submitted to Cobngress by Mr.
Welles, but the proposals made in the amend
ment wers rejected. He did not think it was
worth while to change the tariff.

Mr TownseNnDp remarked that the Consul’s
charge of $5 for a certificate was very burthen-
gome, and such a certificate, he thought, was
not required. Th~bond »nd attestation, which
always accorepanied the flour, gave all the gus-
rantee agosiost fraud that was needed.

Hon. Fix. Suc’y. said that as to flour coming
from Portland there was no difficulty, for the
bill of lading on the Grand Trunk Railway was
the best guard, but in Boston it was much more
difficult to distinguish tho origin. He did not
gee how the necessity for the Consul’s certifi-
cate could be obviated.

Myr. TowNsEND replied that the Consul, in
giving his certificate, di! not see the flour, or
know anvthing about it, excepting from the
bond and attestation.

Mr. McLeLAN that the best way of obviating
the difficulty and of simplifying matters would
be to abolish the tax. He belicved that it was
quite possible that after the next harvest Ame-
rican flour might be cheaper than Cansdian
flour. Io that case our mercuants might im-
port the American article, and our peop'e would
be very largely taxed. It was very hard that
the poor people should have been obliged to pay
a tax of $28,000 during six months on flour at
a time when it was up to the exorbitant price
of $8 or $§9 a barrel. Canada had not pursued
the same policy with regard to American coal,
which was allowed to come in free Cosl was
as much a necessity to the Canadians es flour
to us.

Mr. Krram disapproved of the policy of im~
posing & tax upon flour. It was the interest of
the Province to obtain the flour where they
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could cbtain it the cheapest. Our people now
consumed at least 500,000 barre's yearly. It
was most unjust to increase the price of flour at
a time when it was already extravagantly high.
The fact was there was a determination in cer-
tain quarters to favor the Canadians, even if in
doing so, our own people were burthened; The
Government of New Brunswick had not pur-
sued the same course that the Government of
this province had in respect to this indispen-
sable article of food.

Mr. Locke referred to the claims of the fish.
ermen to consideration, nnd to the burthens that
this duty imposed on them, It should be re-
memberei] that the people to the westward were
obliged to take their produce to the Uuited States
and get back flour and other articles they requir-
ed. e argued that the tax ought in justice
to all classes of the people be removed.

Mr. McKaY believed that under existing cir~
cumstancss it would be unwise to repeal the
dutv, which was, after all, a very insignificant
affair.

Hon. Prov. Skc. said that it ought to be suf-
fictent for gentlemen opposite to know that the
gentleman authorized by the American Govern-
ment to enquire into the question of trade rela-
tions with British America, had reported to
Congress, through the Secretary of the Trea-
sury, that this very tax lon American flour,
whicih had been so largely used in these Pro-
vinces, was one of the results of the repeal of
the Reciprocity Treaty. When it was seen that
the existence of this duty was uscd as one of the
arguments in favor of a return to the treaty, it
is certainly most inadvisable to do away with it.
The argument might be fallacious or round, but
all that we required to know was that it was be-
ing advanced with good effect. It would be an
act of injustice to every miner, fisherman and
farmer, therefore, to do anything that might in-
terfere with the resestablishment of reciprocal
trade relations between this country and the
United States It must be remembered that
when the Americans repealed the treaty this
duty actually revived. The re-imposition of
this duty was. therefore, virtually their own act.

Mr. TowxseND was opposed to the continu-
ance of the duty, which did not exist in New
Bruuswick.

Hon. Prov. Sec’'y—It did not exist there
formerly.

Mr. TownsenD said that, in all probability,
when the Provinces were confederated, the duty
would be raised to half a dollar or even one
dollar.

Hon. Prov. S8kc’y read from Mr. Derby’s re-
port, to bear out his previous remarks that that
gentleman adduced the existence of this duty
us an argument in favour of a return to recipro
city.

Mr. McLErax did not bzlieve that a return
to reciprocity was now probable since Confed-
eration was the order of the day. There would
be 8o many interests arrayed against the Ames
rieans in the Confederate Parliament that it was
hardly probable a Reciprocity Treaty would

ever be agreed to. The fact that the Canadians
had imposed no duty on American coal enter
ing their country proved, he considered, that
they cared nothing for the interests of the Ma-
ritime Provinces,

Mr. CHURGHILL expredsed himself opposed
to the imposition of 2 duty on flour. Large
numbers of our people were cbliged to buy in
the American market, and be thought it unfair
to cripple them in any way. .

Mr C. J. CamrBeLL expressed himself as an
advocate of protective principles. He thought
that it was quite possible for the people of this
country to raise a large portion of the flour
they required for their own corsumption. He
was even induced to believe that it might yet
be advisable to raise the duty on American
flour still higher,

Mr. Pnacrwoop conssidered the tax unjust,
becauss it bore hargly upon the poorer classes
of the people of this country. It was the duty
of the Legis!ature to impose as few burthens as
possible upon the masses.

Mr. KavLsack spoke of the excellence of
Canadian flour, and of the large consumption of
the article in his own county. He would not be
willing to adopt any policy which he thought
would be really burthensome to the country.
The true policy was to get the re'ewal of the
Reciprocity Treaty as soon as possible.

Mr. S. CampBELL moved that American flour
be put on the list of exemptions

On a division, the motion was lost.

The committee then adjourned, and Mr.
Campbell moved against the duty on fiour.

The House divided, and the motion was lost
by 17 to 28.

Yeas—Killam, Townsend, Balcam, Habb,
Robertson, Churchill, McLelan, Locke, S.
Campbell, Ross, Ray, Annand, Robicheau,
Brown, Coffin, Caldwell,

Nays—Hill, Shannon, D. Fraser, Archibald,
Joha Campbell, Allison, Whitman, Pryor, C. J.
Campbell, Cowie, More, Parker, Bill, Longley,
Hamilton, Tobin, Jost, Donkin, J. Fraser, Mc«
Kinnon, Kaulback, Fin. Secretary, Prov. Secre=
tary, McKay, Blanchard, Smyth, Colin Camp-
bell, McFsarlane.

Hon. FiIxn. 8gc’y then introduced the Reve-
nue Bills.

Hon. Prov. SEc'y laid on the table the re-
port of the Commissioner of Crown Lands; re-
port of Chairman of Board of Works ; report of
Commissioner of Mines ; report on Indian Af-
fairs ; report of Railway Commissioner ; report
relative to the public health. ‘

NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR TRADE.

Mr Tosixn stated that at the last session of
the Legislature an act had been passed grohi-
biting the export of merchandize from this pro-
vince to any place except a port of entry. This
act, which had been passed at a time when he
was absent from the House, had interfered se-
riously with a considerable trade that had been
carried on with certain portionn of the coast of
Newfounaland and Labrador. Merchants were
now obliged to visit a port of entry, and there



OF THE HOUSE

OF ABSEMBLY. 73

pay duties upen the goods that were exported
from this Province and then go to a district
which had no representation in the Legslature
of the istand, where the government of New-
foundl:zd, in fact, had no jurisdiction whatever.
Tke oniy excuse for the law was the allegation
that certain partics had been in the habit of
carrying on en illicit trade. Goods were ex-
ported in bond ostensibly for the trade, and
were subsequently brought back here without
payme:t of any duty. He believed that there
was onlyone way of preventing such preceedings,
end that was, the imposition of an extremely
high penalty ugon the guilty p rties. Mr. To-
bin also took occasion to allude to the Coneular
fees, which were considered a great nuisance to
trade. He then presented a petition, signed by
56 leading merchants of the city of Halifax, re~
lative to the act in question. He also presented
two certificates from masters of vessels, in illus-
tration of the subject he had brosght to the
notice of the House.

The papers ia coanection with the subject
were referred, on motion of Mr. Tobin, to the
cominittee on Trade and Manufactures.

The House then adjourned.

Fripay, March 22nd.
The House met at 3 o’clock.
MISCELLANEOUS.

Hen, Fix. Secy. Isid on the table the Re-
ceiver General’s account with the Pictou Rail-
way extension. Referred to Committee on
Public Accounts.

Hon Fix. Skcy. alsolaid on the table the Re-
port of the Secretary of Board of Statistics,

The House then went into Committee on bills
and passed the Revenue bilis, which were sub-
sequently read a third time and sent to the Le-
gislative Council for their coneurrence.

Mr. Brry introduced a bill to legalize assess~
ment rolls for King’s County.

Mr. Bourixor introduced a bili to amend
Chap 17 of the Acts of 1865 relative to the
Elective franchise.—Also an act to legzalize as-
gessment rolls for the County of Capo Breton.—
Also a bill to legalize the Grand Jury at Sydney
These bills were all read a first time.

Hon. Mr. Suan~NoxN introduced a bill for the
appointment of a Stipendiary Magistrate for the
City of Halifax. Read a first time.

Hon. Prov. SEcY laid on the table copy of
the Report of the Union Delegates to England,
which was read by the clerk for the information
of the House.

Hon. Fin, Secy. introduced a bill to amend
ckap. 70 of Provincial Government Railwas.

Mr. Bourinor introduced a bill in amend-
ment of the Act of the Incorporation of the In-
ternational Coal Company in the County of
Cape Breton

The Houss then went into committee on
bills, and passed the Railway bill previously in-
troduced.

Hon Prov. Secy. laid on the table a com-
munication from a number of military officials
in this garrison relative to certain taxesimposed
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upon them, which they state they "ave not to
bear in other dependencies of the c.opire. For
instance,they are taxed for the support of schools,
though they have tome of their own. The me-
morial was accompanied by letters from His
Excellency the Licutenant (Governor and from
General' Doyle in suppott of the prayer of the
petitioners.

The papers wern referred to the committee
on City Bills.

Hon. Prov. Secy. laid on the tsble the Re-
port of the Postmaster Generzl for 1866.  Also
the Tmmigration Report.

SAaTURDAY, March 23.

Tte House mei &t 3 o’clock.

Mr. BiLL presenied 2 petition from farmers
and others in King's County complaining of s
rystem pursued by certain persons of forestall-
ing them in the Hzlifax Country Markets. It
was referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Mr. TownseXND introduced a bill to incorpor-
ate the Jixchange Bank of Yarmouth.

BOAD COMMUNICATION,

Mr. Locke called the attention of the Gov-
ernment to the fact that he had for several
years urged upon the Government the construc-
tion of & road between Shelburne and Annapo-
lis. Lastyear they had promised to anrveg the
ro:d, which would be indispensable to Shel-
burne when the railway to Annapolis was fin-
ished. He took it for granted that the Gov-
ernment intended surveying the road with &
view to ifs immediate construction ; and though
he did not rise to present any petition on the
subject, he would hand to the Financial Secre-
tary an application from the members of Shel-
burne in reference to the proposed road—an
application in which he was sure the members
for Annapolis and Digby would also concur

MISCELLANEOUS.

Mr. PryoRr, as chairman of committee on
Private Bills,reported the following bills without
amendment :—To revest in tie Crown certain
public lande in Lun-nburg; to incorporate the
Palmerston Mining Company ; to incorporate
the Wellington Mining Company ; to increase
the capital stock of the Halifax Gas Company.

Mr. LoNGLEY presented a petition praying
for drawback of duties exacted on Canadiam
fiour. In answer to an enquiry of the hoa.
member, the Financial Secretary staed he
would give some information on the subject in
a tew days.

THE FISHERTES. .

Hon. PROVINCIAL SECRETARY eaid:—I beg
leave to lay on the table copics of correspon-
dence relative to the fisheries and, in doing so,
I may express my satisfaction that the time has
at last arrived when it is the power of the gov-
ernment to vindicate themselves from the mis-
representation to which their action on this im-
portant question has been subject during the
past year. For many months ghe charge
has been circulated ail over this Province
by a considerable portion of the press that
the Government had ignored the rights and in-
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terests ot the fishermen of this country, I can
only say that I think that the course pursued by
the Government at the last session of the Legis-
Iature—the great interest which they evinced in
the protection of the fisheries, ought to have
been sufficient to show the fallacy of tbe charges
which have been brought against them. It will
be in the recollection ot the house that I moved
for a special committee to inquire into the
question of the fisheries. ‘That committce was
composed of the Attorney General, and a large
number of leading men on both sides, and I had
the honor, as chairman, of bringing in it3 re-
port, which asserted, in the clearest and most
amphatic manner, the rights of this Provincs to
the fisheries, and recommended thst every pos-
sible means should be taken for the purpose of
protecting them from the encroachments of the
American fishermen. The American Govern-
ment had, by their own act, and without refer-
euce to their own fishermen, deprived them of
the rights which for ten years they had epjoyed
in our waters. The Government of'this Pro-
vince, therefore, emphatically committed them-
selves to the policy of exclading American fish«
ermen at once from the waters belonging to this
country. That report, submitted by myself,
was adopted unanimously by tbe Legislature,
and the Government immediately took action
upon the subject, and addressed a despatch to
the Governor General and the Lisutenant Gov-
ernors of the other Provinces inviting their co-
operation——a co-operation which appeared to be
most essential in dealing with this question, in-
asmuch as the fishiog grounds resorted to by
the Americans do not exclusively belong to
Nova Scotia, but gre also within the territorial
domain of Canada and New Brunswick. Our
object in addressing this despatch, with which
was enclosed the report of the committee of the
Legislature, was for the purpose of devising
with the other Provinces a system of protection
by which American fishermen might be exclud-
ed from the fishing grounds of British No-th
America. Inorder that no time might be lost
in dealing with this question, the Government
proposed that & member of the Canadian Cabi-
net should meet one of ourselves at Fredericton
during the last Session of the Legislature there,
for the purpose of taking such measures as
would effectuslly accomplish the object which
we had in view. I mention these tacts to the
house to show how far we were from being in-
different to the fishing interests of this country.

A perusal of the papers which I am about to
lay on the table will show that the Imperial
Government. at an early stage of this question
formed the opinion that if the American fisher~
men were suddenly excluded from the privileges
which they had epjoyed for so long a tiwe, dif-
ficulties of a very gerious cliaracter might arise
between the United States and Great Britain,
which would operate against the renewal of a
treaty. This view was presented in a very
strong manner, as_will be seen by a Minute of
Council frem their Government in reply, em-
bodied in these papers. It is impossible, I must

state, to bring the whole of this correspondenc:
here, because certain portions of it were of &
confidential character that precluded theirbeing
presented to the house. [ will, however, call
attention to a statement in the Canadian Minute
of Council which shows that the Imperial Go-
vernment had applied to the Canadian Ministry
to allow American fishermen to fish in British
American waters for the past year:

It now has b y 10 o the fur-
ther atepg to be taken, and the committee have given
their best consideration to the suggestion in Mr.
Cardwell’s deapatch—that for the current year no ¢n-
terference with American fishermen should take place
—in view of the hope of a change of policy in the U.
States on the question of Reciprocal Trade.””

The Imperial Government were led to believe,
from whatever source they got the information,
that the peremptory exclusion of American
fishermen from our waters would lead to such
unpleasantness between the two countries as
would prevent the accomplishment of a renewal
of reciprocal trade between British America
and the United States. This policy, it will be
seen, did not originate with the Canadians, but
was pressed upon them by the Imperial antho~
rities, as is clearly shewn by the clause that I
have read. The Canadian Government went
on to show the great interest that British Ame-
rica had in these fisheries, and the great impor-
tance of protecting them, and the inconvenience
that would arize from apy step that would seem
an apparent concession to American fishermen,
or would raise a doubt as to the entire right of
British America to exclude the citizens of any
other country from resorting to their flshing
grounds. Yielding finally to the policy pressed
upon them, they proposed as & compromis that,
for one year ouly, a system of licensing Ame-
rican fishermen should be pursued. The Go~
vernment of Canaday drew up this Minute of
Council, and gent it to the Imperial authorities,
as embodying their views, and to show how far
they were prepared to meet the wishes of the
Iatter in relation to this question. The answer
sent by the Government of Nova Scotia will
show that so far from their at once yielding to
the proposal thus made, they drew up & Minute
of Council expressing in the strongest terms
their great objection to any such policy being
pursued. They pointed out, as will be seen,
at considerable lengtb, the serious objections
they had to asystem of licensing American fish-
ermen. The same despatch which they had
sent to the Governor General and the Lieut.
Governors, was transmitted to her Majesty’s
Secretary of State for the Colonies. Woe there-
fore placed the Imperial Government in a posi-
tion to learn the views of this Legislature, and
also the fact that we had called wpon the other
colonies to join us in carrying out thefe views.
The apswer of the Governor General contained
the despatch of the Imperfal Government on
this subject, snd in transmitting it he said that
it was forwarded for the information of this Go-
vernment, and that they would not reply to our
previous proposal until they ascertained what
were our own views on the question as it was
then presented to us.

3d
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Having given that despatch of the Governor
General and the Minute of the Canadian Go-

vernment the fullest consideraticn, we felt.

bound to adhere to the policy which w2 had
previously ¢xpressed ; and we drew up a strong
remoustrance to the proposal whick the Cana-
dian Cabinet, in deference to the wishes cf the
Imperial authorities, had agreed to. We ad-
dressed this remonstrance to the British G>v.
ernment, and we urged by every argument we
could devise the adoption of our own policy. In
the meantime the House will perceive that
the Government of Canada had yielded the
point, and had agreed, as far as they were con-
cerned, to adopt the system for a ycar. We
were placed in a very difficult position, but,
nevertheless, we persevered in it until the
very last extremity. We stood out until
we received a despatch from her Majesty’s
{iovernment expressing the strongest dissa-
tisfaction with the refusal on our part, on
a question of Imperial import, to be guided
by their wishes, and even going further,
and intimating in pretty strong language that
if we continued to disregard their wishes we
would not be in a position to claim their assist-
aocs in the event of our fishing grounds being
encroached upon, The Colonial Minister sta-
ted in a despatch which is among these papers,
that they urged the adoption of this system for
a single year, under the belief that such a con-
cession on our part would lead to the renewal
of reciprocal trad : between the United States
and the Dritish American Provinces. If we
bad continued to resist the wishes of the Im-
perial Government, we would therefore not
only have given the deepest offende, but have
laid ourselves open to a charge of having pre-
vented the re-establishment of satisfactory com-
mercial relations with the United States.

It is to me a matter of intenee pride that I am
able to stand here and vindicate the course
which the Government have pursued, and prove
to the Legislature that everything that was pos-
sible was done to carry out the scheme of this
House, and the views of gentlemen on both
sides. Itwill be seen that that Government
only yielded to the wishes of the Imperial Gov-
ernment when expressed with a vigor and terse-
nees that are not usual in the despatches of the
Imperial authorities, and when it was urged that
the policy which we had edopted as the true one
would be detrimental to the best interests of
this country. It may be eaid that the Govern
ment of Canada yielded 2 much more ready
deference to the Imperial auathorities than did
the Government of this Province. That may
be offered as one reason why it is not advisable
that Nova Scotia should unite her interests more
closelo with those of Canada. I receive, howe
ever, an entirely different impression from the
history of this question. In this instance the
Canadian authorities have given weight and
force to other more important and pressing in-
terests, and have not exhibited that deep anxie-
ty in these fisheries which they must do when
they ‘are immediately interested in them under
the £,cheme of union. When the Provinces are

united, then the Canadians will have the same
direct interest in the British American fisheries
that this Province has. Then you will have
brought to bear on Carada the same influences
that prevail with us; but I go a step further,
and I call the ‘attention of hon. members and
of the intelligent people of this country to the
fact that the government of Nova Scotia is here
proved to have been urable to oppose a policy
which was concurred in by Canada. That pro-
vioce, on account of her immense territorial
area, of her large population compared with
that of Nova Scotia, now possesses an influence
which overshadows that of all the other pro-
vinces. The moment, bowever, that unionis
consummated, the interests of Canada becomes
identical with those of Nova Scotia. Uonnect-
ed with her sister . province, Nova Scotia will
possess an amount of power and iunfluence
that, now isolated, she can never expectto
have. We chall have the means, in the Parlia-
ment of a united British America, of making
the influence of this province felt in reference
to a question in which so large a proportion
of the people have the deepest interest.

This tax was simply imposed for a single year
for the purpose of establishing in the most un-
equivocal manner the right of British Ameri-
caans to exclude the citizens of any foreign
power from their fishing grounds. Imay be
asked what shall be the course during the pre-
sent year. I must frankly state to you that the
same policy must probably be pursued, simply -
for the reason that the delay which has taken
placa in accomplishing the union of the colonies,
would prevent the question receiving the only
decisive consideration that it would bave been
possible to give it. As far as I bave been able
to learn by communication with the members of
the Governments of Cavada and New Bruns-
wick, the policy of the present year will be to
double the charge upon every ton of shipping
which is allowed to fish in our waters—thus
again re establishing the entire right of British
America to exclude foreigners from its fishing
grounds, and to admit them on whatever terms
it may deem proyer. The objectof Canada, let
me say in conclusion, was to defer to the Imperial
Government until we were united and able to
devise such 2 policy as the United Parliament
may think proper to pursue. If the United
States will not agree to liberal commercial ar-
rangements, then I entertain no doubt that the
policy of the Government of British America
will be immediately to exclude the flshermen of
that country from any anticipation in our fish-
ing grounds. When I had an opportunity of
conferring with the Canadian Government at
Ottawa on this subject, it was decided tha_t the
Canadians should only receive such portion of
the duty collected as was required to meet the
expenses of issuing the licenses. The amount
received by the authorities in this Province for
ficenses was $9371.69. The amount taken by
the Canadian Government must have been very
much larger, and when' ascertained, it will be
divided between the Governments of New
Brunswick and Nova Scotis, with the exception
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ot the sum required to mceet such incidental ex-
penses as those just m-niioned.

Mr. LockEe was no: prepared 1o say that the
Government could have acted differently in the
position in which they were placed It was
exceedingly humiliating to think that the Gov-
ernment 05 the Province should have been so
perfectly powerless. He had very strong opin-
ions on the subject of the toonage duty, and re
gretted deeply that it should e:er heve been
agreed to. He could not help seeing in the ac-
tion of Canada in reference to this quesiion
conclusive evidencs of the manner in which
this Province would be treated hereafter under
Confederation It wss very obvions thst our
fisheries would no longer bz vrotected, now that
we were to become a puri of Cansda He
thought that the Government reight huve raade
even stronger remonstrances than they nctually
did, and not permitted the Canadiozs to place
them in such a position.

Mr. 8. CamprELL looked : non this matter in
the same light that his hon friend viewed it.
i3e looked upon the sction of the Canadian Go-
vernment and the British Government combin-
ed as the first step towards the entice cepriva-
tion of our people’s rightsin the fisheries At
no time hereafter would we have the same
rights that we have hitherto enjoyed. Gentle-
men looked at the question ia a couleur deros:
aspect when they stated shat this Province
would be b tter situated under Confedecration.
If the British Government, which we had al-
ways regarded as the mightiest power in the
world, did not feel itsclf able to assert the rights
of the people of this country, what couild we
expect from that feeble “ Domiaion” which wes
about being formcd? The impression made on
his mind by heaving the despatchies read was
that the Canadizns were at the bottom of this
arrangement.

Mcr. Tosix believed that if the Mavitirae Pra-
vinces had been represinted in the Canadian
Goverpment, this system of licensing American
vessels would never have been agreed to. When
Canada and New Brunswick admitted the sys
tem it was impossible for Nova Scotia to take
any other course than she did. This was a for-
cible illustration of the detrimental effccts of the
system of isolation that now prevailed among
the Provioces of British America. He discp-
proved entirely of the license systewm, aud truste
ed it would not be continued The American
Government had not made a single concession
to these Provinces. For instance, when sn at-
tempt was made in Congress to reduce the daty
on coal, it was defeated. Such a fact was cer
tainly surprizing in view of the large interest
Americans had in the collierics of this country.
Ho was not prepared to grant a single license
whether for opeor for five dollars. Mr. Tobin
then went on to refer to the manner in which
the fisheries wera carried on in the Gulf by
American fishermen. Our most valuable
shore fisberies had been almost entirely destroy-
ed by the system persued for some years by the
Americans. He believed that under Confed~-
gration this question of the fisheries would re.

ceive the most ample considerstion, and our in
terests would be better protected than they
could be urder existing circumst nces.

Mr Corrin Cid not attribute any blame to
the government for the course they had tsken,
for apparently tiiey had dope all in their power
to protect the ficherlee. e looked with much
astonishment and regret upon t e action of the
Imperisl government, and he was much afraid
that our fisheriex might now be considered vir-
tually taken frem us. He dil notexpect that
when we were confederat:d with Canada,
our rights and interests would be any better
conaidered than they are now.

Mr. Ross could not be peraniaded that this
great Confederation, from which hon. Gentle-
men opposite appeared to expect 8o much, would
ever ba able to protect our fisheries. He did
not believe tkat the large majority ot Can:dian
representatives who would control thi¢ Confed
erate Parliamer? wouid take the same v:
the fishery question that our represes..
would. The large agricultural int: 3 iTa-
nada would be predominavt and ov. Cmoge
voica of Nova Scotia, which is so deepuy infer-
ested in thesa fisheries. There were corsin
gentlemen even in this hicuse who regurde tiwe
interests of the fisherinen ns inferior to impori-
ance to other interesta

Mr. Brancrarp snid that he had lived for
very many years in the centre of the great hex
ring and mackerel fishery, His opinion, deriv-
ed from observation and experience, was that
the protestion of the fishermen of this Province
is nttorly valuelees. It should not be forgotten
that Canada, New i‘runswick. and Prince Ed-
waril Island possess ten miles of valuable fish-
ery ground for cvery cne belonging to Nova
Scatia.  Qur mackere] fishery really extended
from Port Hood to Chetic .mp; as respects that
between Scatiarie and Cape North, it was com-
paratively valucless. No one, hewever, would
b better pleased than himseif if the question
of the fieheries could be used successfully to
bring back the Americans to reciprocity. He
thought the Government had done their duty in
remonstrating as they did agninst the adoption
of the licemre system, The bistory of the
whole question showed the necessity of Confed-
cration. As at present siluated, we could not
influence the action of Canada and the other
Provinces, which bad large territorial rights in
the fisheries of British America.

Mr, Ton1x said that it was the abuse offjthe
fisheries by the Americsns that had so largely
injured some of the fishing grounds, which
vears ago had been very valuable to our people.
For many years the mackerel flshery of this
country had declined, in consequence of the
system pursued by the Americans  St. Mar-
garet's Bay, where fish had formerly been so
plentiful, was a case in point; the fishermen of
t*at bay were now obliged to go to the Labra-
dor and the North Shore to catch fish. The
system of feeding the fish, pursued by the Ame~
ricans to so large an extent, was among the
causes that had tended to injure the fishery
ground close to pur own shores.




OF THE HOUSE

OF ASSEMBLY. 7

Mr ULANCHARD said that if the hon mem-
ber would come down to hiy county nsxt sum-
mer, b2 would shsw hiza more fish then the
Americaas could cucl It was an exnl ded
ides that the am ing drew off the fish by
feeding thom  Fle b lieved thatour own v s
sels caught s much . sh as ibe same pumber
of American vessels thatcame into cur bays.
One sudden gsle of wind. he knew. did more
damaze to the fisheries, did more to drive them
off, th n any svs’em pursted by the Americans

‘Hon. Prov. Skc. said that no one could
presnme to say that it was not of the most
vital consequence to the interests of the
Province that our fishing grounds should
be protected, and that we should exclude
from them the American fisherroen, unless
we received from them such concessions as
would be equivalent 1o the privileges they
would obtain. He contended that the pre-
sent position of the tisheries arose altoge-
ther from the disunion of the Provinces. As
it was now, the voice of the Legislature
was unable to influence Provinees which
were not now bound to us by those social,
political and commercial ties that would
exist when British Americawas one Confe-
deracy, animated by a common sympathy
and interest. When gentlemen who now
so forcibly expressed their views in refer-
ence to the fisheries were able to make
themselves heard in a Confederate Parlia-
ment, no doubt their voice would have the
effect it ought to have. The papers on the
table proved conclusively that the Canadian
Government was fally alive to the greatva-
lue of these fishery grounds, and of the in-
disputable right of British America to enjoy
them exclusively. So far as the policy of
Canada went, it was to modify the proposal
of the Imperial Government. The course
pursued by the Government of this Province,
he was glad to find, was heartily approved
by gentlemen opposite.

Mr. Ross said that it was well known to
the members from Cape Breton that from
Cape North to Scattarie there was hardly a
creek or harbour where valuable fisheries
did not exist. During the year 1855 Ame-
rican vessels got fares off the harbor of Syd-
ney, and indeed within it. He only called
attention to this fact for the purpose of cor-
recting o misapprehension of the hon mem-
ber for Inverness.

The papers presented by the Provincial
Secretary were then referred to the Com-
mittee on the Fisheries.

THE LOCAL CONSTITUTION.

Hon. ProvinciaL SECRETARY then asked
permission_to introduce an Act to amend
Chapter 3 R. S, “of the duration of and re-
presentation in the General Assembly.’ He

explained that in consequence of the great
change which was about being made ia the
government of British America, a very large
portion of the duties which had hitherto de-
volved upon the Local . Legislature of this
Province would be trausferred to the Parlia-
ment of the “ Dominion of Canada.” Under
these circumstances it was necessary 1o re-
model our local constitution, and according-
ly in the present act it was proposed to
diminish the number: of representatives in
the House of Assembly. It was proposed
to give each county in the Province iwo
members. To Pictowand Halifax respeet-
fully, however, there would be given an
additional member, in consequence of their
large population compared with other coun-
ties.  Of cowrse it would be at once uppar-
ant that the bill did not provide an equa
representation acceoiding to population for
the several counties. The sovernment of
which he was a member had’in 1859 intro-
duced a bill—which was now law—bv
which the representation was placed on a
far more equable basis than it 1ad ever been
before, but, nevertheless, some considerable
inequalities still remained.  Sueh inequal-
ties, however, existed in all countries, but
nowhere less than in Nova Secotia. Tt did
not seem practicable to reduce the repre-
sentation {rom two members to a single
one for the smallest counties. Tt was deem-
ed most advisable to place every county on
the same footing, with the exception of
those two couatics, whose population was
<o largely in excess of that of the cthers. As
respeets the Legislative Couneil, it was pro-
posed to ask the house to agree to a vesolu-
tion requesting the Crown to reduce the
number of that body to 18 or 19 members:
that is to say, oue for cvery county, and
one additionsal for the metropolitan couanty,
if it should be deemed advisable. The
House would see that henceforth the elec-
tors of the Province wauld possess larger
electoral powers than ever before. They
would have to eleet two members for the
Local Legislature, and one for the General
Parliament, except, of course, in Halifax
and Pictou, to which additional members
were given ; but in no case would the num-
ber of votes given at the poll be less than
three. He believed that the policy ptopo-
sed wonld recommend itselt 1o the intelli-
gence of the house and country.

-Mr. S. CaMpBRLL said that the introduc-
tion of the billavas tantamount to a declara-
tion that Confederation was finally passed
in Parliament. Under these circumsiances
he thought it was the duty of every mem
ber of the house on both sides to Zive his
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assistance to the furtherance of a bill hav-
ing in view the perfection of the Local Con-
stitution of this country. It was unneces-
sary to discuss the features of the measure
at this stage, but he twvould ask whether it
was intended to alter.the duration of the
Local Legislature to five years—the dura-
tion of the Federal Parliament under the
Act of Union ?

Hon. Pro. Sec. replied that no such
change was proposed in the bill.

Mr. BLancwarp enguired if district rep-
resentation was abolished:

Hon. Pro. Sec. replied in the aftirmative.

Mr. AxNanD stated that in the Confede-
racy there would be a variety of electoral
arrangements. In Canada there would be
district representation, whereas, in this pro-
vince it would be all county representation.
Again, whilst the majority of the counties
would have three votes, others wonld have
four and five.

Hon. Pro. Sgc. said that the present ar-
rangement was as fair as could be devised
under existing circumstances. 1t would be
in the power of the new house, he added,
to make any changes they deemed advisa-
bte.

- Mr. Locke thought that pechaps it would
be as well to do away with the Legislative
Council altogether, in pursnance of the
course adopted by Qntario.

Hon. Pro. Ske. said that the hon. mem-
ber would have an opportunity of dealing
with the question when the resolution was
introduced. He need hardly say that the
Government believed it would be best for
the interest of the conntry to have two
houses.

Mr. Krrnranm thouzht it questionable poli-
cy to reduce the house down to 38 members
at the present time. The matter ought tc
be fully considered. He doubted the pro-
priety of the present house at all touching
£0 important a question : it ought to he left
to the new legislature. ‘

Hon. Pro. Sxc. said it wax certainly suv-
prising to hear any one oppose a reduction
of the house, when it was well known that
a large portion of the duties it had hitherto
discharged would be transferred clsewhere.
He remembered reading, many yeurs ago,
the debates of the house, and was struck
with the tactics pursued by the hon. mem-
ber for Yarmouth in respect to railways in
this country. When he was "inable to pre-
vent their construetion, he proposed a road
vote of an ecnormous amount, with the ob-
ject of making the country bankrupt as ra-
pidly as possible, aud unable 1o build rail-
way= or anything else.  Following a simi-

lar policy he would make Confederation as
expensive as possible, since he could not
prevent its consummatién. He (Mr. Kil-
lam) had, obviously, concluded that his
whole efforts should be directed towards
substantiating the arguments of himself and
friends, that we would not have money
enough, under Confederatior,, to carry on
the Local Government.

The bill having been read a first time,

Hon. Pro. Skc. then laid on the table a
bill in reference to the departmental offi-
cers and their salaries. It was obvious to
the house, he stated, that the same reasons
which would require a reduction in the Le-
gislature would exist in respect to the pub-
lic departments. It was therefore proposed
to abolish the office of Financial Secretary,
and devolve his duties upon the Provincial
Secretary, whose salary would be reduced
to £600 a year. The office of Deputy Sec-
retary would also be abolished, but there
would be a chief clerk in the office with a
salary of %1200 a year. It was also intend-
ed to abolish the office of Solicitor General,
whilst the salary of the Attorney General
would be reduced to £400 a year. As the
larger portion of the duties now devolving
on the Board of Works would be transferred
to the General Government, it was proposed
to abolish that office. In order to provide
for the efficient discharge of the public bu-
siness, it was intended to appoint a Treasu-
rer, with a salary of £500, instead of a Re-
oeiver General, and who. must have a seat
in the Legislature. To this officer will oe
given a clerk with a salary of $1000 a year.
It was also proposed to have a Commission-
er of Public Works and Mines, with a sala-
ry of £500 a year. as is now paid to the head
of the Mines Department, who will have a
Clerk of Works and a Clerk of Mines, each
at $1000 a year. In view of the great im-
portance of this department, its head would
be required to have a seat in the Legisla-
ture.  He had no doubt that the house and
country “would accept the measure as an
evidence of the desire and intention of the
Government to make our local constitution
under Confederation economical, and atthe
same time fully equal to all the duties
which would have to be performed under
1t.

The bill having been read a first time the
house adjourned.

Moxpay, March 25th.
The Hoase met at 3 o’clock.
MISCELLANEOQUS.

Mr. MiLier introduced a bill to legalize ag~
scssment rolls tor the County of Richmond
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Mr. Ross introduced a general bill to legalize
assessment rolls for the present year. -

Hox. Prov. SEc’y, laid on the table the re-
port of the Post Master General and papers con-
nected therewith, Referred to Post Office Com-
mittee.

Mr. MiLLER presented a petition from a large
number of the inhabitauts of Richmond County
asking a division ot the County into two ridings
for sessional purposes.

LOCAL CONSTITUTION.

Hox. Pro. Src’y. introduced a bill io amend
Chap. 2 of Revised Statutes relative to Execu-
tive and Legislative disabilities. e said that
the object was to prevent parties who held seats
in either branch of the local Parliament holding
seats in the Senate or House of Commons of
the Confederated Provinces. The government
were of opinion that the effect of a party thus
holding two seats and discharging responsibili-
ties to more than one constituency would be un-
favorable to the public intereats.

The bills relating to the Local Constitution
were made the order of the day for Friday next.
BILLS.

The House then went into committee on bills
and passed the bill to Increase the stock of the
Halifax Gas Light Company, the bill to vest in
the Crown certain lands in the town of Lunen-
burg, the bill to incorporate the Wellington Min-
ing Company, and the bill to incorporate the
Palmerston Mining Company. The Committee
adjourned and reported.

STIPENDIARY MAGISTRATE BILL,
Hox. Mr. 8maxNoX moved the second read-
ing of the bill for the appointment of a Stipen-
diary Magistrate for the city of Halifax.
Mr. Top1x said that the bill would establish a
new principle,—it provided that the City Counw
cil should appoint for life a Judge at a salary of
£500 per year. He believed the time had ar-
rived when such au officer should be sppointed,
but this proposal was in opposition to the prin-
ciples which had hitherto been recognized.
Hox, Prov. SEc. said he had no hesitation in
expressing his opposition to the principle of a
judge being elected by the Council. He had yet
to learn that the practice of allowing the Execu-
tive to nominate the Judges and of holding them
respousible for the character and attainments
of those officers should be altered. He
preferred the British system to the re-
publican system of election. If ever there
was @ time when the Legislature should
hesjitfe; in entrusting the City Council
ith such a power it was the present, when that
body had 8o recently set at deflance the law of
the land and treated it with contempt. The
House should hesitate before authorizing such a
body to elect a judge who would receive a salary
little inferior to that of the judges of the Su-
preme Court and would discharge tunctions of
the highest character. He quite agreed that
such an appointment was necessary for the pro-
per administration of law in the city, but the
features to which hie referred he considered most

nomalous and in addition to that, if the bill

were passed the magistrate would go to the dis-
charge of his duties with the consciousness tha:
if hedid not succeed in pleasing & few indivi.
duals in the Council he would be liable to have
his office wrested from him and bestowed on
some one who would be more pliant.

Hox. Mr. Suan~ox said that such an appoint-
ment had been ldng desired. A great many
citizens would not take seats in the City Coun-
cil becauee of the unpleasant duties of the Police
Court. It should be remembered that the prin-
ciple of electing judges had been already sanc-
tioned in the case of the Mayor and Recorder.

Mr. TopiN remarked that the magistrate
would be invested with greater powers than
those possessed by any judge of the Supreme
Court, baving the right to imprison without
trial by jury. The greatest care should there-
fore be exercised. Another point to be consi-
dered was the salary,—he thought there should
be a corresponding rcduction in other depart-
ments. The taxation was already burdensome
and was falling on the industrious part of our
citizens entirely, for those who had large invest-
ments of money in securities escaped taxation to
a greatextent. Oneindividual whose taxes had
been $2000, under the new assessment only paid
$#240, He thought it would be well for the
House to appoint a commission tc examine into
these subjects with the object of regulating taxs-
tion as far as possible. The school tax was col-
lected from the same persons who had been bur-
theved with the previous assessment for general
purposes and both werz levied in a very unsatis-
factory manner. It was a question whether
eighteen Aldermen and a Mayor were necessary
for the city government, the number might be
reduced to twelve and he did not see any objec-
tion to paying these. Any one visiting the cities
of Europenot uniler municipal management could
not fail to be struck with the fact that our system
was not the most judicious. The varioug and
conflicting views of the Aldermen had the effect
of impeding improvement and of preventing any
general and comprchensive system from being
carried out. .

Hon. Mr. McFARLANE said that one or two,
sessions ago a great part of the time of the House
had been occupied in passing laws for the city.
and it seemed the more were passed the worse
matters became

The bill passed a second reading with the un-
derstanding that the clause in reference to the
appointment being vested in the City Council
would be moved against in committee.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Hon. Prov. Skc. laid on the table a communi-
cation from the Commissariat Department com
plaining of exorbitant charges for ferringe by
the Halifax and Dartmouth Steamboat Com-
pany.

Mr. DONALD Fraser .introduced a bill to
amend chap. 63, of the Revised Statutes relat-
ing to Commissioners ot Streets.

Also a bill to provide for the settlement of
certain cases pending in the Supreme Court at
Pictou. He explained in reference to this bill
that there had been torty or fifty appeals to the
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Supreme Court in reference to railway damages, |
ard as this would greatly impede the business !
of tho Court, the Sessions had agreed to abill :
epnbling the parties to ssttle by arhitration pro - |
vided » majority of them were willing to do <o.

Mr. 8, McDonxELL thought the diﬁicu!tyéprop?rzion to the genors

mizht he cbviated by eclarging the powers of
ihe Judpes to refer cases to arbitration.

Hon Fix Sec'y in'raduced a bill to amend
chap. 62. of the Revired Htatutes, concerning :
Commissianers of Hiregis :

Mr. MirLER intro 'uced & hill for the appoict-
ment of Commissioners of Sirrets for the town |
of Arichnt

The Houso then adjourned. i

!
Turspav, March 25 !

The Anuse met at 3 o'cleck. |

Hon Prov uec laid on the fable a desnateh |
relative to the anpointm-nt of the Doke of
Cuckingham a3  (olonial Seerstary.  Also,
copies of correspsndence relative to the termina-
tion of the Recipreeity Treaty

Mr Ray introduced a bill to legalize the pro-
ceﬁdings of the Sessiong of the County of Anua-

olis.

P Hen. Prov. Sec. said that if the information
Lie had on the subject of the bill was co-rect, it
would be his duty to resist its passage. He had
been inforimed that the grand jury—upon whom
devolved the appointment of sssessors, and
thereby the working out of the franchise law—
had pot beendrawn in open eourt and was com
posed of 22 opnonents to 2 friends of the govern-
ment. If such were the case tha whole maiter
required investigation,

Mr. Rar stated that the grand jury were
drawn, as far &8 he could learn, in the same
mauner they had been in other years. The pre-
sent Judge in Fquity ordered the magistrates to
refire to the grand jury room aud draw the
grand jury. The Judge was perfectly s tisfied
with the proceedings, - Grand jurors had fre-
quently been drawn with a large majority of the
irt:nds of & particulsr party.

Hon Prov. SEc. said thal it was certainly
remarksable that such a complexion should have
been given to the grand jury at & time when it !
had such aa imporiant connection with the ope- '
ration of the frarchise of the country, H

Mr Rav said he was quite content to leave
the matter in the hands ot the House; all that he
desired was to have the secoerment of the county
carried into effect

Mr. LoNGIEY gaid that h~ had nnderstood the
Government bad called for tha papers connected
with the guestion.

Mr. Topix sawin the present case an illus-
trativn of the workings of tha present Franchise

“muuity.

Law. e knew that much dissatisfaction exist~ |
ed in his own county with the operations of the
law. A large number of men, thoroughly guali-
flad {0 exercise the suffrege, were now denvded
of their rights. He w23 convinced that thetime
had come for enquiring into the question of the
franchise.

Mr. ArcHIBALD s2id that for every session !
during mauy years similar difficulties had arisen,

nd rimilar bills had been paesed time and agaio.
e did not believe that any persons entitled to
vote were unfuirly left off therolls. If anybody
wers left off, in all probability it srose from the
factihat he was unw to couniribute his just
burders of the com-

The bill was ellawed io lizon the table for the

| present.

PRETITION AGAINST TR CHIER JUGSTICK.

Yr Pryven asked leave to preaent the peti-
tion of T. J. Wallace, attorney at Iavw, In
doing so he stated that the petition eontained
charyes of » very :erlous character against the
Chief Justice. For the truthfulness of the
statements therein he did not in any wise make
himsz:If respons ble. Ile simply presented the
petition as a matter of duty Le owed to one of
his constituents. The petitioner :sked that «
committee ba apprinted {c investigate the
charges contained in it.

Mr. 8. Camrpern thought thst the Speaker
shonld look into the petition before it was read
to the Vouse.

Mr. Arcuiearp gaid that the member who
preseunted a petition was of course expected to
read it to see there was nothing upparliamen-
tary init. As respects the present petition, it
was oaly proper that it should lie on the table
in the absence of the gentleman whose conduct
was impugped. He knew enough of the Chief
Justice to be conscious that that gentleman
would always willingly come forward to meet
any charge that might ba made against him.

Hon. Prov. Sec’y said that it was the right
of everybody to approach the House by pati-
tion. The hon. member had eimply presented
the patition in the discharge of his public duty,
and at the same time had carefully guarded
himself from any connection with the statements
contained init. As far as the language of the
petition wen$ it was quite parliamentary. He
must state. howaver. that he must resist any
reference of the subject to a committee, in the
sbsence of the Chief Justice, whose conduct
was asgailed.

The petition w23 allowed to lic on the tahble.

MISCELLANEOTS,

Mr. Payon presonted the p-
Scott and others, of Blind Hay, V7
of Halifax, praying that thev may
in No. 10 instead of No. 11 District.

Mr Jaues Frager presented the petition of
the Congregational Union of New Brunswick
and Nova Scotiy, praying that no public mo-
ney ba granted to sectarian institdtians,

Mr. LoyGLey presented a petition for addi-
tisnal mail accommodation.

THE HOSPITAL FOR THE INSANE,

Hon. Prov. SECRETARY asked leave to in-
trodnce an act to amend chapter 152 R. 8, re-
specting the Lmnatic Asylum. On a former
day he had stated the course that the Govern-
men* had determined to pursue inrelativn to
the management of the Hospi‘al for the Insane.
It was proposed in the bill to have shree Com-
missioners, ons of whom would have to visit

on of Jamey

¢ asgesssed
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the institution weekly, ard thereby give the
additional gnarantee of an independent super-
vision that the institution was in such a con-
dition as the country had a right to expect. He
thought that the best course would bs that one
of these Commissioners should be a physician,
whose opinion it would be the duty of the Me-
dical Superintendent to take in relation to any
person who might go ont. As he had stated
on & former occasion, the Government did not
wish to relieve themselves from any responsi-
bility in the matter, or to devolve upon a com-
mittee any portion of that responsibility. All
that the Government desired was to give an
opportunity to every person who had any
knowledge of the past management of the in-
stitution to come before an independent and
impartial tribuna), and make any statemerts
they might deem proper. At the same time,
the parties whose conduct might be impugned
would be able to vindicate themselves from
auny charges msde against them. It was pro-
posed, he went on to say, to pay these Com-
missioners for their services in accordance
with the system pursued in the case of bank
directors, and thereby ensure their regular at-
tendance. The bill also provided for the ap-
pointment of a Steward and Matron by the
Government. These persons would be inde-
pendent, and yet at the same time subordinate
to the Medical SBuperintendent. An additional
guarantee would thas be given of the satisfac-
tory managemenc of the institution. It was
also provided that the Governor in Council
might make rules and regulations for the man-
agement of the institation.

Mr, 8. CAMPBELL was much surprised to
hesar the admission of the Provincial Secreta-
ry that three gentlemen could not be found in
the city of Halifax willing to give their servi-
ces gratuitously for so philanthrogic an ohject
as supervising the condition of those persons
who were afilicted with the awful blight of in-
sanity. He believed that the gentlemen who
now acted as Commissioners to the Poor’s
Asylum performed their duties without receiv-
ing any remuneration whatever.

Mr. TOBIN said that the insignificant sum
now paid to bank directors was merely for the
purpose of ensuring their regular attendance.
He was quite sure that many gentlemen could
be found in the community who would give
their services gratnitouslty, but the question
was whether it would be fair to ask those per-
sons who were perbaps most qualified to per-
form the duties to give up their time for noth-
ing. He inclined to the opinion that the Com-
missioners ought to visit the institution daily
—ought to be able to go in and out as often as
they might think proper.

Mr. ANNAND questioned the propriety of
the Legislature at that particular time, when
it was about expiring, increasing the burdens
of the local government. It would be best, he
believed, to await the report of the committee
before proceeding further with this matter,
The committee might report adversely to the
head of the institution, agrinst whom certain
char%zes had been preferred. He was also of
opinion that when these charges were brought
against the Superintendent he ought to have

een suspended whilst the proper enquiry was
being made. The responsibility of dealing
with this question ought not to be thrown up-
on the honse.
12

Hon. Prov. SEc. said tbat in one mo-
ment the bon membsr blamed the Govern-
mens for not having taken the responsibility
of dealing with this question, and, in the next
breath asserted that they should have waited
for the report of the committee of the bouse—
in fact have devolved the responsibility upon
the committes. Nothing covld better evince
the desire of the hon gentlemen to find faunlt
with the Government under all circumstances.
The Government had taken the action which
they were bound to take. The moment the
charge was made against the Superintendent,
they had an investigation which was held in
a manner satisfactory to all concerned, inclu-
ding those who had preferred the charge. The
papers containing the testimony were brought
to the notice of the Government, and so far
from attempting to shirk any responsibility iu
the matter, they came forward at the first op-
portanity and stated the decision that they
had arrived at. It was, that in view of all the
facts brought under their notice, they did not
feel themsslves justified in removing an offi-
cer holding so bigh and responsible a position,
and whose character would be blasted by his
dismissal. At the same time they felt that it
was advisable that the country should have an
additional guarantee as to the mode in which
the institntion was carried on, and they there-
fore came forward and proposed a change in
the management, They brought all the paners
connected with the matters aud referred
them to a committee of the house with the de-
sire that an independent tribunal should give
the whole question the most thorough and im-
partial investigation. The Government felt
that the course they had pursued was one thac
would be perfectly justified by the circumstan-
ces of the case. Althongh the condition of the
patient whose case had been a subject of com-
plaint, was pot such as it ought to have been,
yet in view of the report of the Medical Board,
who was sent to examine the iustitution, and
whose testimony was fu favor of its general
management, the Government felt that they
could not justly pursue any other course than
they had.

ﬁr ANNAND was not aware that the Gov-
ernment had assumed the entire responsibility
on this question, as he had not been present
when the Provincial Secretary addressed the
house on & former occasion. His reference
had been made chiefly as to the future; he had
doubted the propriety of the present house
touching one of the few measures which the
nelvlr1 Local Legislature would ;have to deal
with.

Mr. COFFIN felt, as 2 member of the com-
mittee, that he wa3 entirely absolved from
any responsibility since the Government had
already decided what course to take.

The bill was read asecond time. .

Hon. PROV. SEC. alluded to the delay which
had occurred on previous sessions in bringing
in City Bills, and hoped that the business of
the country would not be retarded during the
present session by the same cause.

The house then adjourned.

WEDNESDAY, March 27,
The house met at 3 o’clock.

BILLS, PETITIONS, &cC.
Mr, BOURINOT introduced @ bill to incor-
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porate the Dominion Gold Mining Company.
Also a bill to incorporate the Blue Lead Gold
Miring Companﬁ Also a bill to incorporate
the Union Gold Mining Company. - Also a bill
to incorporate the Provincial Gold Mining
Company. Also a bill to incorporate the El-
dorado Gold Mining Company. These bills
were read a first and second time and refer-
;)e?l to the Committee on Private and Local
ills.

Hon. FIN. S8ECY. presented a petition from
‘W. 8. Copeland, and others, respecting licenses
in New Glasgow He also submitted a report
of the Commissioners appointed relative to
trade with the West Indies and Brazil.

M:. LOCKE presented a petition from Trus-
tees of a schopl .in Shelburne, in reference to
the sale of school lands.

Hon. FIN SECY. remarked that the act au-
thorising the sale of school lands was found
not to be as comprehensive as it was intend-
ed. It only antherised the sale of school
houses and the Trustees were unable to give
atitle to the lands connected therewith

The petition was referred to the Commit-
tee on Educatior.

Hon. Mr MCFARLANE presented a petition
from D. B. Munro and others for additional
mail accommodation.

Mr MILLER presented a petition from J.
H. Ryder and others to have the provisions
of the recent act in reference to Statute labor
extended to Richmond County.

The Legislative Council announced by mes-
sage that they had agreed to the bill to in-
crease the capital stock of the Halifax Gas
Company.

Hon. PROV. S8EC'Y laid on the table copies
of correspondence relating to passports of Bri-
tish naturalized subjects,

Algo coples of correspondence relating tn an
increase of the reward for the apprehension of
deserters.

Also a communication from the Board,of
School Commissioners for the city of Halifax.

Mr. PRYOR as chairman of the committee
on private and local bills, reported from that
committee the bill to legalize proceedings of
the Sessions of Cape Breton county. Also the
bill to incorporate the Exchauge Bank of Yar-
mouth.

HOSPITAL FOR INSANE.

. Hon, PROV. SEC’Y movad the second read-
ing of the bill concerning the Hospital for the
Insane.

Mr. Ross thought it premature io take ac-
tion on the bill until the report from the com-
mittee was made.

Hon. PROV. S8EC’Y repeated the explanation
which he had given on a former day respect-
ing the object of the bill, It was the intention
to appoint & board of three commissioners to
visit the establishment weekly, one of them to
be a physician who should {e consulted he-
fore the removal of any patient, and also to
appoint a» matron and etewyard. He thooght
it was the general opinion that some such
change should be made, and it was not proba-
ble that any report would be made which
wonld relieve the House from the responsibi-
lity resting upon it in connection with the
subject.

r. BLANCHAERD said that having tarned
his attention to the subject, he concurred with

the Government as to the appointment of com-
missioners. The report on such institutions,
which was transmitted from the Colonial Of-
ffice two or three years ago, was in favor of
such an arrangement. As to the appointment
of subordinate officers, who would be indepen-
dent of the medical superintendent, he wasnot
of so strong an opinion.

Mr. ARCHIBALD s8aid there was no question
but some alteration should be made. It was
desirable that pablic confidence in the institu-
tion should be restored. The appointment of
the board would secure that object; but to
establish two independent anthorities in the
one institution would be to introduce the ele-
ments of discord. He thought that the person
at the head of the asylum should be entrusted
with such authority as would be necessary for
efficiency. .

Hon. Prov. SEC’Y said that the great object
of the measure was to secure the public confi-
dence and harmonious operation. The Gov-
ernment were of opinion that the proposed
change did not involve any conflict of autho-
rity, the duties being defined. The same po-
licy was pursued in reference to other depart-
ments—the customs department, for instance.
It was very desirable that the public shounld
feel that whatever occurred in the institution
should secure publicity.

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that the appointment
of the board would tend to restore public con-
fidence. He did,not believe in the propriety of
having inferior officers in any department re-
sponsible to the Government. The manage-
ment of some other public departments was
an illustration of his views. He believed in
responsibility, but thought that that responsi-
bility should be vested in the head of the in-
stitation, who would then be held accountable
for the character of his snbordinates.

Mr. BLANCHARD read an extract from the
report to which he previously referred, in
which an opinion was expressed favourable to
the vesting of the whole authority in the me-
dical chief, subject only to the supervision of
the board of commissioners.

Hon. ProV. SEC’Y remarked that the ma-
tron and steward were not such subordinate
officers as those referred to in the report.

The bill passed a second reading.

BILLS,

Mr. ARCHIBALD introduced a bill to amend
the act relating to Absent or Absconding Debt-
ors. The object of the bill was to authorizs
prothonotaries to give the ratification which
must now be given by a jndge.

Mr. MILLER remarked that there were other
matters in connection with the practice of ths
Supreme Court that required consideration.
In the settlement of estates in the Court of
Probate, if an order of insolvency were made,
that was a complete bar to an action in the
Supreme Court, ‘Thera should, in such cases,
be a discretionary power in the judges of the
Supreme Court. .

Mr. BLANCHARD said that he intended also
to proposs a clause giving the Judge a discre—
tionary power as,to interiogatories. These
amendments could all be embodied in one bill.

The house then wentinto committee on bills
and took up the bill to incorporate the Halifax
Steamhoat Company.

Hon. Prov. S8EC. said he had founund that
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there was no ground for the complaint made,
on account of exorbitant charges, by the Com-
missariat Departmens. The entire charge in
connection with the department last year had
only been the amount that two familivs resi-
dent in Dartmouth would have to pay; and
this was notwithstanding the extensive opera-
tions being carried on at the other side of the
harbour. :

Also, an act to amend an act in reference to a
Masonic Lodge.

Hon. Mr. S8HANNON introduced a bill to
amend the act concerning the city of Halifax.

Mr. C.J. OAMPRELL presented a petition
from Angus McKay, an aged schoolmaster,
for a grant of land.

Mr. MILLER introduced a bill to amend
chapter 33, R, 8., in reference to Highway La-

r

Mr. PRYOR, in answer to some enquiries, | bo

stated that the bill did not ask for a renewal
of the monopoly hitherto enjoyed by the com-
pany, but only for the mere incorporation, the
old act having expired.

Hon. FIN. SEC. remarked that this was a
practical monopoly for one year, as the com-
pany had the plant on the ground ready for
operation, and thereby were more favourably
situated than any other company.

The bill passed. .

The bill to legalize proceedings of the Ses-
sions of Cape Breton and the bill to incorpo-
rate the Exchange Bank of Yarmouth also
passed.

The committee adjourned.

The house adjourned to the following day at
3 o’clock,

THURSDAY, March 28.
The house met at 3 o’clock.

Mr. MiLLER asked leave to introduce a mll
to change the name of Grand Ruissean to Port:
Royal.

Mr. BoURINOT introduced an act to incorpo-
rate the Glasgow and Cape Breton Railway
Company

Dr. BROWX pressnted a petition from cer-
tain farmers relative to the Halifax Country
Markets.

Hon. Mr. SEANNON introdaced an act to in-
corporate the Intercolonial Railway Company.

Mr. BLACKWOOD presented a petition for
additional remuneration for postal services.

Mr. 8. CAMPBELL presented a petition in re-
ference to the construction of a bridge across
the St. Mary’s River, in the neighbourhood of
the village of Sherbrooke, in order to connect
the mainland with the %old distriot. He strong-
ly urged the favourable consideration of the
petition upon the Government. He pointed

out the great necessity that there existed for | I

such a bridge, and its impertance to one of the
most important gold districts of the Province.
As an illustration of the richness of the gold
field, he stated that one of the mines during
the past three months yielded a return to the
proprietora of nearly $20,000 clear of all ex-
penses. He also pointed out that this work
was of importance to the neighbouring coun-
ties, and tha* the value of the royalty annual-
ly derived from the gold district gave the in-
habitants a claim to its construction.

Hon FiN. SEe€Y 8aid he had some kunow-
ledgs of the locality in _question, and had no
doubt the bridge would of great beneflt to
that gart of the country. The Government, he
added, had always endeavored in the distribu-
tion of the public moneys to look at the inter-
ests of all sections, with as little regard as
possible to merely political and party consi-
derations.

Hon. FIN, 8EC'Y infroduced an act in refer-
ce to the appropriation of fines in Pictou.

Mr. PRYOR reported up a number of Incor-
poration bills without any amendment.

Hon. Prov. 8EC’Y laid on the table report
of the Superintendent of the Hospital for the
Insane. Also returns of Poors’ Asylum. Also
a petition from a number of the military rela-
tive for relief from certain taxes.

The memorial was referred to the committee
on city bills,

The house went into committee on Bills and

passed the following:
To incorporate the Blue Lead Gold Min Co.
Do Union do do.
Do Provincial do - do.
Do El Dorado do  do.
Do Dominion do do.

The Committee adjourned.

Hon. Mr. SHANNON introduced an actto
amend chapter 81 in reference to the Assess-
ment in Halifax; an actin reference to the sale
of grain and coal; an act in amendment of the
act incorporating the City Railway Company,
all city bills.

Dr. HAMILTON introduced an act to amend
Chap.19, B.8.,in reference to the sale of Intoxi-
cating Liquors. .

Mr. BALCAM presented a petition from
Charles Smith, a ferryman in East Halifax,
asking for relief.

The house adjourned.

FRIDAY, Marci: 29,
The house met 3 P. M.

BILLS,

Mr. BLANCHARD Introduced a bill to incor-
porate Welsford Lodge of Freemasons.

Mr. HILL introdaced a bill respecting the
village dyke at Falmouth.

Mr. BOURINOT introduced a bill to author-
ise a loan for the erection of a jail at Syd-

ey.

Dr. BROWN introduced a bill to incorporate
G_ﬁ.nd Pre Lodge of British Templars, Wolf-
ville.

Mr. DONKIN introduced a bill to amend chap,
103 Revised Statutes, concerning river ob-
structions.

The bills to incorporate the Provincial Gold
Mining Company, the Blue Lead Gold Mining
Company, the Dominion Gold Mining Com-
pany, the Eldorado Gold Mining Company,
and the Union Gold Mining Company, aad the
bill relating to the Halifax Steamboat Compa-
ny, were read a third time.

DR. HAMILTON introduced a bill to amend
chap 13 of the Acts of 1865, in relation to li-
censes for the sale of intoxicating liquors.

His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor
haviog -commanded the attendance of the
house in the Council Chamber, the members
proceeded thither, On their return, the Speaker
announced that his Excellency had been pleas-
ed to give his assent to five bills,

The bill to legalize the proceedings of the

.
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sessions of Cape Breton county was read a Overseeg Poor—Aylesford—Fin. Secretary.
0.

third time. Salmon River, Robichau,
Mr. D. FRAZER introduced & bill to incor- Do.  Co, Kings—Fin, Seoretary.
i 3 o . N
%%r:g the Pictou Mgchanics Institute Savings Bo' Co. Ang.pom _ Do.
Mr. ToBIN introduced a bill to increase the Do. U perSt:wiaclell))g:
capital stock of the Peoples’ Bank. Do. ornwallis Do.
PHETITIONS, Bo. g‘afff, ‘D""
> 0. a X 0
Hon. F1x. 8zc, laid on the table a list of the peti. Do. Pictou Do.
tions which had been handed te him from time to Do. Do. Do.
time, asking for money votes. go. ;Vest. B‘n;mch go
Navigation Securities. 0. ugwas 0.
Residents of Arichat; &o.—Presented by Mr Miller, Do.  Co. Lunenburg—Jost,
Mr. Coffin et. sl., Co. Shelburne—Mr. Coffin. Road Compensation.
!nh%:‘i)muc(()’o. mA:ﬁggo;:‘l:lh-iMr. MoKinnen. Revﬁili(lr' Btewart, Black River—preeented by Mr.
. . - . 3O0T9. er. .
Do. (o Yar%nouth—-nr Killam. Railways.
gg. gg. Il){ilgnbye—m. Robicheau. Jo}n Lov:g, G'nn‘d I:nklg Fin &
B. Comesu, Digby. g i S. lﬂGll’vky?A’nﬁgo&ﬁw ndofsoretary.
Inhal))étanta lglnlnti:ﬂrrﬂleirughllob’lﬁﬁean. Angus Cameron, Cornwallis do.
. em| e—Mr. Churohill. i
Do. Bm&gwn-—nr. Robertson. Edfwatzon.
Do.  Bt. Ann’s, &o.—Mr. Campbell. John Thumas, Gold River—presented by H. A, N.
Do. Roseway River—Mr. Locke. Kaulback.
go. g(tax&veltfmgur. McDonald. gon. %ﬂ';:’yNﬁx dg;:::&‘:“nf- Frager.
0. . 3 Bay—Mr. Campbell. ary Harley, -
Wm. Walsh, Sand oint.y P Inhabitants ot Pubnico.

Vmbﬁrmstmlng, Patridge Island—Mr. Churchill. Post Communication.
Inhsbitants O masﬁ)ﬂfl&“ﬁkxm o W. 0. Keeper, Mainadieu—Financial S20’y.

Do, _Walton—Mr, Churehill. ) J. Bowler, Parrsboro’, do.
Pioton Gull Rook Light—Mr. D, Fraser. W. O. Keeper, Catalone, C.B.  do.
fnhabitants Maitland—Mr, Churchill Messenger . O., Halifex, do-.
Do, Pictou—Mr, D. Frager, Postmaster, Walton, do.
Do,  Clements—Mr Whitman, Do, Baddeck, do:
Do. Weymouth—Mr. Campbell. J.8 O{n 1 Pra(ga Hea:lifa do.
Henry Orde, Milford—Mr. Whithman. Mail Carrier, Maitland, do.
Inhabitants Lower Clare—Mr, Campbell. woo Ee o, Touisburx—Mr. Bourinot

Do, Weymouth—Mr. Campbell - Eeeper, K, T bourinot.

Do. Co Lunenburg—Mr. ﬁsst. ' A. Harrington "‘”g‘if"““

Do.  Yarmouth—Mr. Townsend gml; ‘i?”ﬁ,’” {?‘a‘zﬁ’ﬁeﬁg,

Do. Broad Cove—Mr. Blanchard, HH d‘;'r‘,;,,o !

Do.  Cape Breton—Mr. Bourinot. Foero 3t " Barney’s River
Archibald & Co., Cow Bay—Mr. Bourinot. Tobantta ‘g’ﬁ{;,-mwy .
Restdents ot Liverpool—Mr. Campbell. &,?ﬁoné'}g Bali:'nx Co

Do.  Co Lunenburg, (Moses leland light)~Mr. | [nhabitants Gold River—Mr. Ksulbaok.

Do. Co. Kinge—Dr. Brown. Do, New Cu}ada do.

Da. Co. Pigtou—Mr. D. Fraser Don. Ross. 8t. Peter’s—Mr, Miller

John Malcom, Cariboo Cove—Mr. Miiler.

Do.  Hillsburg—Mr. C. Campbell. Inbabitants New Germany—Mr. Kaulback

Do.  Peggy’s Point.—Mr. Pryor. Joseph Lantz, St. Margt's Bay—Mr. Tobin

Do. Clare—Mr. Robichean. Inbebitants Faikiand Settlement—Fin Seoy,

Do. Co Shelburne-~Mr. Coffin. William Penkeny, Yarmouth—~Mr. Townsend.

Do. Cape Canso—Mr Heffernan. Michael Cody, Walton—Mr. Hill.

0. Co. Kings—Dr. Hamilton. Margt. McDonald, West River—Mr. McKay,

Do.  Meteghan River- Mr. Robicheau. Jer. Murphy, Waugh’s River—Mr. Blackwoodi
P. Jacques’ wharf, (Brown’s Brook, Kings Co.)—MTr. | ‘Archibald & Purdv, Truro—Fin. Secy.

Hamilton, A. Beckwith, Cornwallis— Mr. Hamilton.

Steamboats, Packets and Ferries, Postmaster at Forks—Mr. Blanchard.

Port George—Mr ngley.
Residents, Cape Negro, &c¢.—pr sented by Mr. Coffin. ‘I;{ﬂi;_b"rt:::un, Port Hood MrP%lgn?hard.
Regidents, Co. Colchester—by Mr. Archibald. Inhabitants Cokings—Mr. Hamilton

Rod MoLeod, Great Bras d’Or—b{ M. Campbell. T, Eaton, Co. Geysboro’—Mr Heffornan.
Halifax and Yarmouth—by Mr. Killam. Residents Weatchester—Mr. Donkin.

N. l%ihmwm. etal, Boston to Yarmouth—by MF. | postmaster Guysboro’—Mr. Heffernan.

Ed. Forrestall, Co Invarness—by Mr. Blanchard. ‘ﬁi‘,’iﬁ:ft‘: g;:io%e;r&«:’Bouﬂnodt.o
R. Carter and J. Purocell, Halifax. W Young, Lingan, do
gm. M:‘x_‘al‘}é (ii)- g?b&:l?& C.dCag\pﬁenmu John Tobin, Sydney, do

. Fras . ond-—] r. Milter.
Inhabitsnts, Yarmouth, v ' Aot N Sydn o

Do. . Cape Breton—by Mr. Bourinot. 8 Moflutt, N. Byduey, e, oo

v itant ine, do

Chas. Smith, Neoum Cheugh—by Mr. Balcam. .l,nli;bi\gp:gfpli:g;gﬁ'r. C. Campbell.

Distressed Inhabitants Big Island-~Hon.J. MoDonald,
C. E. Leonard, Jr,, of 8ydvoy. Do.  Sydney, C. B.—Mr. Bgurmot.
Port Hood—Fin. Beoretary. . gg. B ‘?g&x;e&m Hamil ‘gn

Transient Poor, Do. 8almon River—Mr 8 Campbell,
J. P.’s of Annapolis—presented by Mr. Ray. Do  Grant’s Lake—Mr. J Campbell,
Overseers Poor, Cornwallis— Fin. Secretary. Do  Big Brook—Mr. Miller.
D Truro Jae. Blair, Co. Cumberland—Mr, McFarlave.

0. 0,
Do, Co, Ploton Do ' Messengers, Halifsx—Mr. Pryor.
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Postmaster, Milton—Mr J Campbell.
Inhabitants Co. Shelburne—Mr. Looka.
Do.  Argyle.
Miscellaneous.
Inhabitants of Ingonish, &c.—Presented by Ar.
Campbell.
Conlon Bros , Halifax—Mr, Pryor.
Fruit Grower's Associstion, Co. K ing’s -Mr. Hamil-

ton.
Wmom. Twining, Halifax—
H. Oldright, 0. .
A. ]}) Denham, New G!negow-.‘ll . Kroer,
0

0. 0,
Hy, Davenport, Sydney, C. B.—Mr. Bouriuot.
D Ferguson, et. al., Co. I'ictou—Mr McKey.
John Spidell, Co, Lunsnburg~-3r. Jost.
Residents of Halifax, &¢.

do do.
Residents St. Mary’s, Guysborough Co., for Bridge

on 8t. Mary’s Kiver—3. Campbell

Revenue Expenses.
Besidents of Amherst,
A. Thomas, Windsor—Mr. Hill,
Inhabitants Port Giibert—AIr. C. Campbell.
'W. Bryden, Liverpool.
R. B, Darlig&. et. al., Bridgetown.
o

T. A. 8. DaWolfe, Halifax.
Peter Morrisey do —Mr. Pryor.
Indians,

S. Dadge, M. D., Kentville.

Parker & Cowie, Halifax—Hon. Fin. Seoy.
J. M. Barnaby, Mill Village— o

Dr. McLatchy, Falmouth— ¢

Militia,
Naval Brigade, Halifax,
A Clarke, and A, MoLellan—Mr. D, Fraser.
MISCELLANEOUS.

Hon. Prov. Secy. laid on the table a re-
turn of Provincial notes issued.

Also, a report of the council for the protec-
tion of inland fisheries and game.

Hon. Mr. McFarLaNE introduced a bill
in reference to Ragged Reef school section,
in the County of Cumberland.

Also, abill to incorporate the St. Lawrence
and Bay of Fundy Canal Company. He
stated that the object of this company was
to unite the waters ofthe St. Lawrence and
Bay of Fundy, a work of greatimportance.

LOCAL CONSTITUTION.

The order of the day was moved.

Hon. Prov. Secy. said that in rising to
move the second reading of the bill to
amend Chapter 3 R. 8, in reference to the
duration of and representation in the Gene-
ral Assembly, he did not feel it necessary
to occupy the time of the House, having ex-

lained the objects of the bill before. The

ill was introduced to adapt our legislation
to the changed relations which we were
called to meet under the Act of the Imperial
Parliament for the Union of the Provinces.
As the House had beer relieved by that act
from a large amount of the duties devolving
on it, it would be necessary deliberately to
review the constitution. He was glad to
hear from the observations of the gentleman
who had led the opposition on the question
of Confederation, that that hon. member

would feel it his duty to give the most dis-
passionate consideration to any measure
that would enable us to meet the new con-
dition of affairs. It would have been un-
reasonable to suppose that on so great a
proposition as that of the Union of the Pro-
vinces, effecting so great a change in our

| institutions, a great diversity of opinion

would not exist, but it had now become ne-
cessary for every one interested in the pros-
perity of this part of Her Majesty’s domin-
1ons to look with a single eye to the interests
and advantages of the country. It wasonly
to be expected that such a sentiment would
find expression on all sides, and would be
re-echoed back from every part of the Pro-
vince. Taking into consideration the im-
portant questions of which the Legislature
would be relieved, he thought this would be
regarded as a necessary measure, leaving,
as it would, a fair and efficient representa-
tion for every county, and at the same time
striking off a very considerable portion of
the expenditure. The bill proposed that in
the Local Legislature every county should
be represented by two members, excepting
Halifax and Pictou, which should have
three each. This would be in addition to
the members to be sent to the General Par-
liament. It had been asked, “would it not
be better to allow the Legislature now short-
ly to be elected to arrange the local consti-
tution,” but he believed that the common
sense of every member, as well as past ex-
perience, would convinee every one that no
time could be so appropriate and convenient
for dealing with the question as the present.
The duty of legislation devolved as much
upon the House up to the last day as at the
first hour of its existence, and there should
be no disposition to shrink from this respon-
sibility.

If the bill would put it out of the power of
any future Parliament to deal withthe ques-
tion there would be something in the argu-
ment, but it was a fact that the people at
the polls would have a full opportunity of
instructing the incoming members, and
while it was very easy to increase the repre-
sentation it was not so easy to decrease it.
The reduction could now be made without
creating the impression that any actual re-
duction was being made, for our relations
with the General Parliament caused an ac-
tual increase to the representation of some
of the counties. On the same day the peo-
ple would poll their votes for general and
local representatives, exercising a larger
franchise than at present. He did not con-
sider it necessary to occupy the time of the
House in the advocacy of a measure which
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commended itself to the judgment, not only
of the friends of union, but even of those
who having opposed Confederation felt they
owed it to the country to adapt the legisla-
tion to the existing state of ag'alrs.

M:. Locke said he supposed that any ar-
guments urged against the bill would be
futile, but he felt bound to object to the
manner in which the bill was brought for-
ward. The Prov. Sec. had almost assumed
the position of an autocrat. It was true that
the matter would- be open to future legisla-
tion even if the bill passed, but the Legisla-
tive Council might interfere against any
such attempt, and whether or not, the in-
coming Parliament should not be put in the
position of being obliged to reverse the
action previously taken. He attacked the
bill on the ground that it was an interfer-
ence with the rights of the people, and he
believed that this would be the opinion of
the country. It should be remembered that
the Local Legislature might require to pro-
tect the local interests against the encroach-
ments of the General Parliament, and in
that case a House of thirty-eight would
have comparatively small weight. At any
rate the people themselves should deal with
the question.

Hon. Arry. GENERAL said he had felt
that if the present Parliament ceased its
functions without arranging the local consti-
tution it would fail in an important part of
its duty. He had pressed’ this view on his
colleagues for several reasons, one of which
was that the whole scheme of union would
be frustrated and left imperfect if such a
change were not made. In order to give
efficiency to the scheme of Confederation
ezery portion of it should be carried out. If
members were able to show that the princi-
EIB of the bill was wrong or that any county

ad been neglected their position could be
appreciated, but he could not value the
statement that this, the most appropriate
time for action, should be allowed to pass
and a future period selected. He could
easily imagine the storm of objection that
would have been raised had the govern-
ment failed to bring this measure forward
before the elections were held. It would be
said, “these gentlemen went to Canada and
framed a scheme, afterwards going to Eng-
land to matare it, and were unable subse-
quently to carry out one of its most important
provisions.” The government would there-
fore be wanting in the discharge of their
duty if they did not press this matter upon
the ‘attention of the House and they would
. have been open to the charge of deception
in leading the people to suppose that a large

reduction would be made in the legislative
expenses and then in failing to make that
reduction when the opportunity arrived.
The only question remaining was whether
the whole number of representatives and
the distribution of the seats was commen-
dable, and as these points had not been
challenged he would ask only was it wrong
to do then what might be done twelve
months afterwards? :

Mr. KizLam approved of the principle,
laid down by the Provincial Secretary, that
the House should make the best of the
situation of "affairs; but he entirely dis-
agreed with the last speaker as to this
being the proper time to pass such a
measure; aor did he believe that it would
interfere with the arrangements of Con-
federation to leave the House with its
present complement. He did not see on
what principle the  distribution of
seats was founded. The bill wonld make
a most important change in obliging candi-
dates to run their election over the whole
county, instead of being elected for ridings,
as at present. The difficulty of this plan
would appear when such a county as Hali-
fax was taken intoconsideration. This was
contrary to the Canadian principle, which
gave to every district its representative; and
he read from an English authority to show
that district rePresentation was the only
mode of securing the representation of
minorities. The same objection, he thought,
did not apply to the election of members
for the General Parliament, because the re-
presentatives would go there as Nova Sco-
tians, and without any sectional feeling.
The bill, he thought, would in fact disfran-
chise some of the districts, because a politi-
cal feeling which might prevail in one sec-
tion would be controlled by the feeling in
ancther section. In New Brunswick the
policy had been to retain the whole Legis-
lature and he thought Nova Scotia would
require all the talent of which she could
avail herself to remodel her constitution,
The local Parliament would have important
matters to deal with; it was not improbable
that our most able men would leave the
House, and there would be a better selection
to be made out of 55 members than out of
38. It was well known thata great deal of
influence was brought to bear by depart-
mental officers who had seats in Parlia-
ment; that was a reason why the number of
members should be large. The object of
the measure, he believéd, was to crush
Nova Scotia down and repress her influence.
Another view of the matter was that the ge-
neral Parliament might at some period re-
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quire the assistance of the local Legislature,
and it would be a great object, in that case,
to have the popular branch large and eflec-
tive. There was not much force in the ar-
gument about economy, for the adcitional
number of members might not cost a dollar
more, and could not cost more than $3000.
Under Confederation there weuld still pro-
bably be an upper House consisting of eigh-
teen members, appointed by the Crown, to
check the lower branch, and, in addition to
that, a Lieut.-Governor appointed by the
Governor-General, so that there would be
every necessity for maintaining the influ-
ence of the Assembly. He did not see the
slightest necessity for continuing the Legis-
lative Council, when there were so inany
guards and checks as the Union Bill pro-
posed. Twelve of its members could re-
ceive seats in the Senate; the remainder
could receive attention from the Govern-
ment in some other way, and thus a large
saving could be effected without curtailing
the members of the House. There would
be so little left for the Council to do, that its
meimbers would probably be soon ashamed
to sit in session doing nothing. Upper Ca-
nada had resolved to abolish the upper
branch, and her course in that respect had
met with much commendatien. He did not
think the Union Bill intended that the exist-
ing Legislature should deal with the local
constitution, for it said that the local Parlia
ments should continue until altered under
the authority of that Act. This alteration
was not being made under the authority of
the Act, because the Act had not yet been
passed. He was in favor of letting the peo-
ple decide the question.

Mr. ANNAND said that as only two mem-
bers of the Government had spoken on the
question he presumed that the passage of the
bill was a foregone conclasion. He was of
opinion that if ever there was a time in the
history of this country when the principle of

local representation should be recognized, it

was when such important powers had been
conferred upen the Parliament at Ottawa, and
tho subjects left at the disposal of our succes-
gsors were of a strictly local character. That
principle was iﬁnored by the bill.) He had
taken up the list of counties and found
that eight of them enjoyed district represen-
tation at present, and these counties, besides
having the number of members reduced, would
be to a great extent disfranchised as far as lo-
cal representation was concerned, There
seemed to him to be no principle running
through the bill,—the principle of representa-
tion by po(gulation or any other principle. The
Attorney General in 1859 had introduced a bill
to e%ualize the representation, but what step
had he taken now? The present bill elevated
all the smaller counties to the level of the lar-
ger ones, He had always been and still was
in favor of district representation. He did not

oppose the bill from personal interest, but it
was a fact that East Halifax would be to a
large extent disfranchised, for the vote of its
electors would be swampeé by the addition of
the city and western population. Again, why .
should the city with its great interests be
swayed by the votes of the outlying districts?
1t was anextraordinary fact that while in New
Brunswick the city of St. Johns would send a
representative to the General Parliament, the
city of Halifax had been ignored. How coald
the members who now found it difficult enough
to attend to the local wants of Western Hali-
fax, represent and advocate the claims of the
whole county? The bill gave the same repre-
sentation to Queens, with a population of 9365
people, as to Colchester with 20,000. He con-
tended that the numbers and weight and infl-
ence of the house should not be reduced, and
concurred in the remark that the time might
come when the General Parliament might
need the assistance of the Local Legislature.
‘What position would it be in then if it were
reduced, to use Mr. Adderley’s language, to a
mere municipality? He opposed the bill also
on the same ground as that which he took in
reference to the larger measure, believing that
t,hou%h the Legislature might increass the
number of representatives by two or three, that
it had no right to make such a fundamental
change a8 the one proposed—to reduce the
nomber of members from 55 to 38—to disfran-
chise at least one third of the electors, without
the sanction of the people. Could not the
members who would soon be slected be trusted
to deal with this matter? He thought the house
should keep the power while it had it, for if
the incoming Legislature should attempt toin-
crease the representarion, they might find even
if the measure was not rejected by the Legis-
lative Council, that it would be voted by the
Canadian Government

Hon. PROVINCIAL SECRETARY said that he
was glad to hear the tone in which the hou.
member for Yarmouth had approached the
guestion under consideration. No doubt it
was the duty of every member to endeavour to
make the local constitution as Eetleetas pos-
sible: but there was one remark made by the
hon. gentleman which would be very gratify-
ing to the house and country, and that was
that he entirely approved of the principle of
county representation as regards the General
Parliament. The hon member also intimated
that whoever went from this Province to the
General Parliament should be animated by
one impulse—that whatever might be the lo-
cal antagonisms that now divided gentlemen,
all should go to the General Parliament with
the desire of representing the true interests of
Nova Scotia. Now he did not see why a dif-
ferent principle of representation should be ap-
plied to the Local Legislature. What diversity
of class, interest or position wonld there be to
prevent the members of the Local Legisiature
uniting in the same manver? Education wasa
subject in which everybody was equally in-
terested. Slmiliar feelings should prevail in
the Local Legislature as should animate the
representatives in the General Parliament,
‘We were now assimilating our legisla.tiqn to
the system of our sister Maritime Province,
New Brunswick, where, with the exception of
the city, connty representation was the rule.
The present House of Assembly of the neigh-
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boring Province, with its large population
and extensive area, ouly coutained 41 mem
bers, or three more than the number that
would compose the popular branch in this
Province when Confederation was in oper-
ation. It was absurd to talk of departmental
influence in the Local Legislature. It could
be sbown, by reference to the existing Hounse
of Assembly, that departmental inflnence did
not prevent gentlemen from giving the mos:
determined opposition 1o the Government.
For instance, notwithstanding the manner in
which an important public department had
been filled, the hon, member for Sonth Kings
(Dr. Brown) had opposed the Admipistration
for years past. To such an extent, indeed,
had the opposition of that hor. member heen
carried thatbe would have been guite willing
to jprevent his own county having the ad-
vantages of railway communication with the
capital. He (Dr. T.) hzd@ no hesitation in
saying that, from his knowledge of the char-
acter of the men sent by the people to repre-
sent them, he wasg positive that tha Govern-
wment hereafter in the Local Legisiature, wonld
bave no more power or influence than was ab-
solutely necessary to carry on the public busi-
pess of the country. The hon member had
stated that he would be willing to follow the
example of Upper Canada, and abolish the
Legislative Council alcogether, It was cer-
tainly satisfactory to find that hon member
was at lagt able to point to the legislation of
Canada—that much abused country—as wor-
thy of our imitation. But it shon!d be remem-
bered that Upper Canada was very difterent-
ly situated to Nova Scotia. That Province
bad no Local Legisiature as we had; but, in
addition to this, it should be remembered that
it had a very perfect municipal system, under
which a large amount of local business was
now transacted. It was not desirable in this
Province to give a sudden and unnecessary
check to existing institutions. We had had
for many years a Legislative Council, which
had been largely composed of men of influence
and position in the country, and it would be
unwise to abolish it at one stroke. It was ab-
surd to say that the Upper Hongﬁ would have
nothing to do, when whatever business was
transacted in the Lower House would have to
pass through that branch, in accordance with
the principle of our present constitution. But
did not the hon member see that there was an
inconsistency in his argument? He had de-
clared that the house ought not to be reduced
—and in that case was it advisable to do away
with the Legislative Council? The same rea-
son that would exist for keeping the house as
it was, would be found in the case of the Legis-
lative Counzil. The best policy he (Dr. T.) be-
lieved, under_existing oircumstances, was to
continue the Legislative Council, though with
its number reduced.

The hon. member for East Falifax had at
last taken his stand “apom principle ; but he
onght to be able to #tate on what principle he
advocated representation by population for
the Local Legislature and opposed it for the
General Parlia.meng. The hon. gentleman had
taken great exception to that principle, and
had urged with 2ll the elognence in his power,
that scarcely in any part of the world was
such a principle recognized, and certainly not
in countries epjoying British institutions.—

That was one of the arguments which the op-
ponents of union pressed on all occasions.
Now the gravamen of the hon, member’s
speeci: against the Government was that they
bad not observed the principle of population
in the present bill. If he (Dr. T.) remembered
aright, the hon. gentleman had been a mem-
ber of a Government which brought in a re-
presentation bill giving Queen’s and Shal-
burne the same number of representatives
that Cape Breton and Inverness, with their
far larger population, would have. Under
such circumstances the bon. member would
hardly be compromised in supporting the pre-
sent measure, It was impossible, under ex-
isting circumstances, to catry out the principle
of representation by population in all its en-
tirety. It was impossible to cut down the re-
presentation of any county to merely a single
member. All that could be done was to give
such a representation as would be fair to the
interests of all sections. The hon. member for
East Halitax has also protested against the
right of the present Legislature touching the
question at atl. Gen'lemen must begin to feel
a great deal of curingity to know what the
hon. mewmber beliaved was the duty of the pre-
sent Legislature; it certainly seemed as if be:
would deuy that they had any right or power
to do anything at all. The hon. member need
not, however, be under any fears as to the ef-
fects of the present measure; it would be
within the power of the next Legislature to
alter its constitution if it should be thought
necessary. He (Dr. T.) believed, however, that
the people at large would accept the measure
as one which deserved their support.

Mr KiLraM hoped the men who might be
sent to the General Parliament would not be
thosewho had been instrumental in overturning
the constitution of the country. The present
bill was but a portion of the scheme which
was intended to deprive them of their just
rights and privileges. The object now with
gentlemen opposite was to crush out Nova Sco-
tia and merge her identity into that of Cana-
da He trusted, however, that Nova Scotians -
would trinmph over those who were bartering
away their rights, and that there would always
be a Nova Scotian party to rule in the Legis-
lature henceforth.

Mr. LOCKE said that the people had sent
them to the Legislature under a constitution
which was now to be legislated away. The
Legislatare had large powers, but he believed
that it exceeded those powers when itchanged
the constitution under which it was elected
without the consent of the people. The peo-
ple had never elected them for such a pur-
pose. He believed that it would be better to
do away with the Legislative Council alto-
gother. In previous years he had moved to
abolish the Legislative Council. The business
of the city of London was transacted by a sin-
gle body. The Lunatic Asylum was one of
the few important subjects that would come
under the purview of the Local Legislature,
and it was unnecessary to have too cumbrous
a Legislature.

Mr. BLANCHARD was of opinion that if it
were poasible to do away with existing ano-
malies in the representation to a larger extent.
it would be better. In the island of Cape
Breton there were two large and two small
counties, yet the representation of each waunld
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be the sama. Hs hal, bowever, thought the
whole suhj=ct over, and had been unable to
ses what other measure was practicable. No.
county should he left with a single representa-
tive; no single person should bave such o re-
sponsibility throwr upon bhim. It was trae
that the county of Pictou was somewhat fa-
voured for its population was only 8000 more
than Cape Breton whilst the population of the
latter was mors than double that of Queens,
or Victoria, or Stelburne, or Richmend He
was amused, Le added, at the hon. member
for Shelburne havipgin provious years moved
to aholish the Legislative Conncil. Did the
people then autliorize the :on member to move
in the ma'tor? Yet ths sams hon. gentleman
who would have !aid violens hands upon the
Council when ths peopls did wvot authorize
him, now ohjacted to tha Legislature reducing
its numbers on ths granud that the peopls had
not congented or expressed their opinion on the
-subject. .

Mr. ARCHIBALD 2aid that he would not ve-
lieve that his houn. frieud from Shelbnrne
would coutend that it was not compotent for
‘the Parliament to deal with any question
touching the franchiso of the electors who re-
turned them Tt was not long since they had
passed an act to &dd to the number of the re-
proesentatives of the county of Cape Breton
Ifthey werse allowed to add one, they could add
two or three or four, or as many as they thought
proper to the legislature If they had the pow-
er to add, they had also the right to reduce,
He did not pretend to say that the bill was
perfect, but he must acknowledge thatit would
be difficalt to deviso a measure which, upon
the whole, suited the circumstances of the
country better.

It was quite certain that the first thing the
Legislature had to do was to reduce the ex
pense of its local constitution in proportion fo
the smaller amount of duties that would re-
main ander Confederation. A very large pro-
portion of the work now transacted by the Le
gislature would be taken sway from it after
this. The work that would remain could be
easily transacted by o much smaller hody.
Nothing counld be more reagonable than to
take awny from the Local Legislature about
the same number of men who would be sent
as representatives to Ottawa. He thought it
wise to leave the lines of the counties as thay
are. The people of each county had certain
interests and sympathies in common, and it
would be izadvisable to disturb them. He be-
lieved it would be impossible to leave any
county with only one representative. No other
county except Pictou_exceeded 20,000 in popu-
lation to any extent. No doubt the rame cause
that had contributed to pive such a superiority
to Pictou would continue. It was, therefors,
only fair that it should receive larger represen-
tation than other counties in the Province. It
would be quite allowable for any Legislatare
hereafter to increase the number of the mem-
hers if it should think proper; but it must be
quite obvious that if the number wereleft agit
is now, nobody elected hereafier would he
likely to reduce it T

Hon. FIN. Sec. gaid ttatif any ona would

take the census of the several counties and di- |

vide the Province into two sectiouns, east and
Wwest, it would be seen that the present measure
was remarkably fair, The eastern division,

13 ’

with a population of about 140,000, would
have one-half the representatio:, whilst the
western division with 132,000, would have the
other half. TUnder these circumstances it
maust be acknowledged that the bill was very
fair to all sections. It would be impossible to
dietribate the representation more equitably,
excep: it would be determined to alter and re-
arrange the existing boundaries of counties.
It wonld be very unwise, however, to disturb
the present social and municipal arrange-
ments that exist in the different counties. The
superiority of Pictou in respect to populatiou
over all other counties naturally entitled it to
an additional representative. Ir was certain-
ly a curious spectacle to see the hon. members
for Yarmouth and 8helburne, who pretended
to bo so desirous of retrenchment, now at-
tempting to wake our local system of govern-
ment as expensive as possible.

If it was as stated by the hon. member for
Shelburne, that the Local Legislature would
have little to do, why advocate leaving the
number of representatives as it was now ? A
large portion of the duties now performed by
the Legislature would devolve upon the Gen-
eral Government, but still the - Local Govern-
ment would have many important matters in
its care. Education, the roads and bridges,
the mines and minerals, were all sabjects of
paramount imporiance. The amount of re-
venue for local distribution would be consider-
ably larger than the whole revenne was ten
or twelve years ago. Under these .circum-
stances, it was absurd to say that the questions
which would come under the consideration of
the Local Legislature wonld be very insigni-
ficant. It was quite unnecessary, however, to
refute the views of gentleren opposite; there
was no consistency in their argnments; what
they asserted at one moment was contradict-
ed by the statement they made iu the very
next breath. i -

Mr. Corrin said that the Government,
after having failed so long to carry out its
retrenchment policy, would be able at last
to lay claim to having redeemed its pledge.
The manner in which it did so—the cir-
cumstances that influenced its action,would
hardly be acceptable to the people.

Dr. BRowN was opposed to the measure
before the House, because it made the re-

resentation more unequal than before.

his House had for many years past being
striving to equalize the representation ac-
cording to the population of the different
countries. This bill was a step backwards.
Take, for instance, the County of Kings,
which had more than double the population
of Victoria and Queens, and a much larger
proportion of wealth, the assessed value of
property of Kings being in 1861, according
to tﬁe census, over three times as great as
that of Queens and Victoria together—their
representation is to remain untouched,while
that of Kings is to be reduced one-half, to
two members instead of four. Nothing
could be more unequal—nothing could be
more unjust, than the operation of this bill.
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Another reason why he must oppose it was
because it had never been before the peo-
ple, and he considered it a very arbitrary
proceeding to reduce the number of repre-
sentatives without the people’s consent.
There could ‘be no excuse for passing the
bill now, because an election must take
place in a short time, when the people
ought to be allowed to decide, and fix their
representation to suit themselves.

The hon. and learned Provincial Secre-
tary had alluded to his (Dr. B.’s) opposition
to the Government while his brother held
a subordinate office under Government.
He was obliged to the hon.and learned
gentleman for that allusion, as he consi-
dered it the highest praise that could be
given to him. It was complimen‘ary to
himself, because it showed he had acted
independently, and was alike creditable to
the (Ezovemment, who had not held their of-
ficer responsible for what was not his fault.

Hon. Mr. McFARLANE said that there was
no doubtthe measure before the House was
one of much importance, especially as it
vas one of the final acts which they had to
discharge. Nobody would deny that the
hon. member for South Kings had always
opposed the Government with great consist-
ency; in fact, there was nevera measure
introduced by the men now in power that
ap%e red to meet with his approbation.

r..Brown had supported the Govern-
ment on the Education Bill.

Hon. Mr. McFaARLANE went on to say
that no more favorable or suitable occasion
could offer than the present for dealing with
the  representation of the country in the
in the local Legislature. Anomalies would
exist under all circumstances, for it was im-
possible to prevent them entirely. The bill
of 1859, no doubt, was a step in the right
direction, for it did away with those little
boroughs. which received a representation
they were not entitled to. Hants, with a
population not equal to that of six or seven
other counties, returned no less than five
membersto the House. He believed that
the true principle was to establish county
representation. - It was not for the intetest
of any colnty to have represertation allot-
ted 10 some particular corner or section of it.
The man representing a particular district
did not teel any deep interest in the rest ot
the county. It was the bestsystem to make
a man responsible to the whole county. -In
that case, no section would receive an ad-
vartage over another, for it would be the
duty as well as the interest of the represen-
tative tolook at all alike. In his own coun-
ty, for instance, they ‘expended the public

money according to its particular wants, and
not with a desire to benefit any particular
section over another. By the proposed ar-
rangement the smaller counties would be
placed on the same footing as the large ones.
No doubt, when Cape Breton had a popula-
tion as large as that of Pictou, it would re-
ceive an additional member it it required it.
It was the duty of the Legislature to so
mould our institutions that the public busi-
ness counld be efficiently and, at the same
time, economically transacted.

Dr. HAMILTON said he felt callel upon to
say a fow words, inasmuch as the bill atfected
his own county. ifo remembered when Kings
had six representatives in the house, and now
it wag proposed to reduce the number to 1wo.
It might be expected that he would advoeatea
larger representaticn for Kings, but wh h
looked at other counties and made a compar
son in respect to population, he was unable to
argue in favour of re:aining the present num-
ber. Inverness, Cumberland, Cape Breton
an'l Colchester had each a larger population
than Kings, and yet would have no larger
representation. It was trne thatseveral of the
small counties would have two representa-
tives also, but he felt it would bo hardly fair
to leave any county with only one member.
The principle he would prefer adopting would
be this: to leave the limits of the counties as
they are now,and to allot additional represen-
tives when counties exceeded 20,000 in popula-
tion by 8 or 9,000 RHis desire now was to see
the local Lwsgislature so constitated that it
would be able to transact all the public busi-
ness allotted to it under Confederation econo-
mically and efficient!y. He did not agree with
the hon, member for Yarmouth, that there
would be so lit:le work to do, the neceasity for
a Legislative Council would cease. Whatever
work would have 19 be performed by the As-
sembly would have to pass under the supervi-
sion ot the Council. He believed in the prin-
ciple of county represeéntation; if it was appli-
ed to the General Parliament 16 should also be
applied to the local Legislature,

Mr. HATFIELD looked upoa the question be-
fore the Houss 28 one of great importance. in
fact, &8 one of the most momentous questions
that had ever beon before the Legisla‘ure. He
felt it his duty, as a member of the House and
as a representative of the people, to rise and -
declare himself against the bill now under con-
sideration. He felt it his duty to do so for
many reasons; and one of them was, that the
county he had the houour of represen ing was
much largar than many othersin the Province,
and yet was only 1o receive a ropresentation of
two members—the number that was given to
Queens and Shelbarne, with half the popnla-
tion. Baut there were some other featureg con-
nected with the question that he could not well
pass by. It was true that Confederation was
agreed to, but in what mauter? Contrary to

 the wishes of the people—in a manner that, he

felt bound to say. was discreditable, Dalegates
had gone to England, and there bartered away
the rights of tne people, without counsnlring
them at ail. He would tell the Provincial Sec-
retary and his Government that they should
have gone to the country two years ago—that
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they ought to bave pursned the manly course
taken by Mr. Tilley in the neighbouring Pro-
vince of New Brunswick. That was the course
that tha men around these benches should have
pursued before pressing forward this measure
of Tulon, contrary to the wishes of the people.
He wasquite content, howaver, to know that
he had done his duty, and that he had the peo-
Ple at his back. He regretted to see such an
attitade assumed by those who professed to
represent the people. He felt, however, that
remonstrance on this or any other subject was
useless, for he and others had to submit to the
Government and their majority. Be felt an in-
Jjustice was inflicted upon his country by the
bill, but he presamed he was powerless to pre-
vent it. The time would soou come, however,
when the people would have an opportunity of
oxpressing their opinions decisively and em-
phaticatly. .

Mr. ANNAND said that as there was obvious-
1y a large majority in favor of the measurs, he
folt it was useless to divide the House.

The House then adjourned untl the next day
at 11 o’clock.

SaTUeDAY, March 30th.
The House met at 11 o'cloek.
BILLS.

Mr. PRYOR as chairman of the Committee on
private and local bills report:d the bill to incor-
porate the New Glasgow and Capa Breton Rail-

way Company, the bill to amend the act to incor- |

porate the Intercolnial Coal Mining Company
and the bill to change the name of Grand Ruis-
seau in the Couaty of Richmond to Port Royal.
The House then went into Committee on bills
and passed these bills,

LOCAL CONRTITUTION.

Mr ANNAND asked that the bill which had been
under consideration yesierday be not passed
through Committes until Monday as Mr Mec-
Lelan had been called away by illness in his
family.

Hon Prov SEo replied that the bills could be
passed through Committes but would not be
bronght up for a third reading before Monday.

The bill relating to the representation was then
taken up.

‘Mr 8 CamrpecL said he wisbed to address
himself simply to one point : the propriety of the

ouse at such a time dealing with a vital part of
the constitution. The government insisted on &
8evere construction of constitutional authority
and sought to effoct a mostimportant change
Without the people having had an opportunity of
©Xpressing their opinions upon it. He proposed,
a3 an amendment, that the operation of the bill be
deforred until after the ensuing clection. At the
concluding session of the previous parliament
Such an addition bad been made to the franchise
bill then brought forward, and he thonght the
Dbroposition in this case well worthy of considera-
tion. - He could without difficulty conesive a rea-
Son why the Metropolitan County of H.lifsx
should” bo treated as it had been by the govern-
Ment, In the Imperial Act justice had not been
done to the city, and he therefore was not opposed
to giving the county an additional member, but he

contended that the rural districts should be
separately represented. He could not imagine,
however, why Pictou should receive an extra
member, population had been lost sight of in
framing the bill and that therefore could not be
the principle. Iftwo members were considered
sufficient for Cape Ereton County, on what
ground could an additional representation for
Pictou be defended? = He believed that the pro- -
‘position for delay was one that no member could
fairly take exception to.

Ho» Prov Sec was glad to find that in view
of his responsible position the hon member who
had just spoken had risen superior to local and
~ectional feclings, as was testified by his ignorin
the fact that the bill would give large adddition:
privileges to his own coustituents. ‘When that
member went on to advocate the claims of Hali-
fix 10 exercise greater weight in the Legislature,
he had given an additional evidence of the strictly
provincial character which his views might here.
after bo expected to assume. It had been shewn
that the bill divided the Province into two halves
—East and West—Halifax lying between, and:
the hon member, representing the Eastern con-
stituency, had expressed the fear that the Eastern
hait would have too much weight. He ¢ounld un.
derstand the member for Yarmouth, Mr Killam,
who was en'irely opposed to the change, but he
could not understand why Mr Campbell, having
assented to the principle, should opgose the
change at the only time when it cou!d be made.
It weuld puzzle that gentleman to shew any
statesman in the world who ever said that the
first session of a new Pailiament, and not the last
session of an old one, was the time for remodel-
ling the repreeentation ~on the contrary, it had
been held that a material change in that respect
was equivalent to the declaration that the people
were not properly represented, and that a dissolu-
tion must follow. That gentleman had supported
a Government which introduced 2 bill to change
the representation at the last session of an As-
sembly, because that was the only time when it
could appropriately be done.

Mr ANNAND said he was amused at the ssser-
tion that the last session was the time for such a
change. Was it nota fact that the House was
sitting under a franchise which did not then exist?
He contended that when the new Legislature was:
elected it should not be obliged to stultify the
action of the House in case it wished to review
the policy of representation. Mr Campbell bad
been taunted with rising superior to local preju-
dices—it was to be hoped he always would.—
<hould the voice of Nova 3cotia be stifled because
Guysboro’ would stand in & better position than
heretofore? He contended that between East
and West thero should be no jealousy——the coun-
ties had one common interest. As to ecoromy,
his plan would bo to abolish the Legislative
Council, and keep the popular branch as efficient
a3 possible. If Responsible Government was to
be carried on at all there should beno diminution,
Tho bill would throw the representation nto g
very. extraordinary state: Halifux, at last census,
had 49,000 inhebitants, and was to'have 3 mem-
‘bors or one for every 16,000, Queen’s would have
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a member for every 4682, Richmond for every
6303,—in some countivs there would be a mem-
ber for far less than 50C0 people. The Prov Sec
had sa‘d that he, Mr Annand, bad not subscribed
to the doctrine of representation by population,
and therefore should not complain on that point,
but he had always considered population as an
importact element ; the agriculture, the fisheries,
tbe education and the mauufactures shounld all be
represented, and population also. The bill, as
was previously objected, would, he said, destroy
in Halifax completely the principle of representa-
tion by population. The influence of East Hali-
fax would be entirely extinguished,—its interests
were distinct and separate, having manunfacturing
or mercantile engagewents, and its votes would
be swamped by the votes flowing in on them from
the western division. Ju Ontario, in Lower Ca-
cada and is New Branswick district representa-
tion was recognized, and the cities returned mem-
bers,—~why then should & distinction be made as
to Halifax? The people outside should have
their representatives and the citizens theirs. Mr
Aonand concluded by moving in amendment to
the firat clause of the bill that the representation
for Halifax county be four, two for the city and
two for the population outside.

Mr. Tom1x considered the bill so fair in all its

oints that he thonght no objection could be fair-
y made to it, and said thas this was the opinion
of some gentlernen in opposition whom he had
consulted. As to the amendment just moved,
if the principle of representation by popalation
was to be recognised, the representation of the
entire Proviace should be remodelled. Supposing
such a rule to prevail in England, how many
members would London send with a population
of nearly three millions. The bill, he said, pro-
posed that every county should have two mem-
bers in the local Parliament in addition to the one
in the House of Commons : Pictou was excepted
on account of its size and population ; and Hali-
fax was to heve three local and two general re-
presentatives. However much he might desire an
additiopal member for Halifax, he did not think
it would be fair to ask an alteration of the entiro
principle of the bill. The opposition on the pre-
vious dsy had been so feeble that he had been led
to expect that in committec the bill would pass
without a division. He believed that the govern-
mentsl aud legislative expenses ot the Province
were eatirely two large tor the country. The lat-
ter came to $50,000, out of all proportion to our
revenne and population. Ho believed also that
that was the proper time for the change to be
made, and he would have been prepared to advo-
cate such 8 measure even if Union had not taken
place.

Hon ArtY GEN said he was not unprepared
for & more strenuous opposition than had been
shown: the objections which had been raised
answered each other effectually. One gontleman
complained that the bill went too far; another
that it did not go far enongh ; one said that the
constitution should not be interfered ,with, and
another said that the upper branch should be
abolished. He would remind the House that they
wera not in the position of Upper Canada in deal-

ing with this question, for that country was
principally governed by municipal institutions,
and no Legislative Council was in existence. He
did not think it wise to depart from the policy
hitherto pursucd in that respect. 1t was nnneces-
sary to discusa the principle of representation by
population, for it was impracticable now to alter
the lines of the counnties a8 wou!d be necessary.
Nothing, then, remaiced but to adapt the lower
bracch in such away that all the interests of the
country — farming, fishing, mercantile, and min-
ing—would be represented.

Every county, it should be remembered, had
an equal interest in all those branctes of industry,
and this rendered a special representation of apy
particular class unnecessary No one had argued
very strenuously that thirty-eight members were
insufficient, but the great argument had been
that the question should be left to the discretion
of these coming after us.  The delegates had nct
shown any fesr in entrusting the constitution to
the people, because they had provided that it
should be in their hands for all time to comse; but
it was the duaty of these gentlemen to put the
scheme before the country as a whole. No right
or privilege would be taken from the people. It
was well known that to deal with the representa-
tion, when it was once permanently established,.
was a very difficult taek, and if the measare were
not carried now itmight bs fiftecn or twenty-
years before the local legislators could be induced
to vote away their own positions.  The member
for East Halifax, in arguing one moment on the.
assumption that the votes of his own district were
to be swamped, and then on the assumption thag
West Halifax was to be affected by the Eastern
section, showed how unsubstantial his objections
werd.  As to the amendment, he asked was it
worse that a person resident in the city should
vcte at the same poll as & constituent of East
Halifax, than that a person living outside the
city limits should doso ? It might be said that
the interest of the city was purely commercial,
but did not ths fishing interest operate on both 7
Inthe same way the fishing interest of Cape Bre-
ton was the same as that of Yarmouth, and so
with the agricultural interests of Kings and other
counties. ‘The main object was to have all the
interests of the Province represented, and that
would be accomplished by giving three msmbers
to Halifax, three to Picton, and two to each of the
other counties.  The main object of a change in
the franchise and representation was to secure the
best men, and this was the most effectual way of
effecting it.

Hon. Mr. SHANNON expressed his surprise at
the opposition exhibited. He had expected that
the bill would pass without opposition until he
heard Mr. Killam’s remarks, and that gentle-
man had secured the co-operation of some of
his friends by the msgnetic iofluence which he
seemed to exorcise. If this change had not been
Eroposed,:be eloquence on the other side would

ave been of a far higher kind than that which
had been heard. It was true thatthe measure was
not perfect, but whe ever heard of a perfect repre-
sentation bill? The foundation ofsuch a mea-
sure was always shifiiug, even where population
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was taken as the gnide. This fact was abundant-
ly illustrated in Eoglish history. When Wilber-
force represented Yorkshire it had but two mem-
bers, and it was long before it wses divided into
ridings, each one of which had the number of re-
presentatives.  He believed the bilt to b3 eo fair
that no reasonable objection could he made to it.
It was curious that the members representing the
city could not be lefc to take cara of their own
constitnency ; many ot the remarks made concern-
ing the fecling in the city of Halifax in reference
to Confederation were * largely inaccurate.” By
the amendment the votes of the Western cistrict
would be swamped by the votes of Eastern Hali-
fax, He would ot object to another representa-
tive being added to the city representation, but
there was no prospect of such a proposal receiv-
ing the assent of the Legislature. Under the bill,
every m:n East and West would havre the same
suffrage

Hon. PROVINCIAL SECRETARY said, in refer-
ence to his argument that the concluding Session
of a Parliament was the proper time for a change
in the representation, the answer of the mem-
ber for East Halifax did not apply, because the
change in the franchise was not at all a parallel
case. When it had been proposed by Iarl Rus-
sell’s administration to extend the franchise to
half a million additional electors, the statesmen of
England had declared that the change would not
involve an appeal to the people; but one of the
roasons why the representation was not dealt with
at the same time was that a dissolution must fol-
low if an extensive change in thas direction wero
made. Coming closer home, however, the party
of the hon. member had made it part of the con-
stitution that a change in the franchise did not
involve a dissolution.

The franchise was atone time lowered to uni-
versal suffrage, and while the House was sitting
under the old suffrage the departmental officers
were elected under the new. Nor could any in-
stance be produced in which any other course was
considered necessary. The House did not ap-
proach the question as the Legislature of Canada
did, because we had a number of councillors ap-
pointed by the Crown for the term of their lives ;
but even ifit did, it would be uswise to do with-
out the safeguard which a second branch always
provided. It had been eaid that responsible gov-
crnment could not be carried on in & Houso of
only 38 members ; but he would turn attention to
New Brunswick, which had a popular branch of
only 41 members; again in Prince Edward Is-
land, which had been so often referred to as hav-
ing dealt so nobly with the question of Confede-
ration, the House had a smaller nomber than
would be left here after the change. He was sur-
prised at the new-born zeal of the hon. member
for East Halifax for the interests of the city, after
that gentleman had gone out of the country and
done =all in his power to prevent the city from
achieving that which every intelligent person re-
garded as her destiny, when she should becomo
the terminus of the Intercolonial Railway. That
bon member admitted thathe had gone to Eng-
land using every argument that he csuld to pre-
vent three or four millions of British capital from

fiowing into us, and to preveat us from having
connection not only witih Canada, but with 20,000
miles of railway in the United States  'culd the
hon. member expect, in a speech delivered to the
committee, to wipe out the recollection of an act
which would sink deep into the mind of every
intellizent citizen? He muth mistcok the intelli-
gence of the citizens if he supposed that niewidle
werds would work such a transformation as to
place him forward as the champion of the city.
The hon member had arrayed himself not only
against the interests ot the city, but of the Pro-
vince as well, for he had traduced bis country by
representing to the Parliament of tngland that
the railway debt would bo repudiated. What
was the deplorable state of the city, that such
championship was required? Halifax county
returned five gentlemen, and nine members were
residents of the city. Was there any danger of
the city not having sufficient influence in Parlia-
ment? The hon member came to ths rescus of
Halifax by proposing such a division that the city
would be denuded of any influence in the election
of representatives. He denied that the interests of
the city and county differed ; it was plain that
there was ten times the fishing interest among the
Halifax merchants to what was outsids. The
hon member had not been very considerate to his
constitaents in his action in reference to the Inter-
colonial Railway, for one of the first things that
would probably be done would be to extend a
branch from the junction to Dartmouth, thus giv
ing the most remote sections of the eastern dis-
trict a direct interest in promoting that great work.
The interests of city and county were onc, or they
were diverse; if they were one, then ther: could be
no disadvantage in having the electors cast their
votes for all the members; if they wers distinct,
the result of dividing the representation must be
that the members would neutralizo each other.
He believed that their interests were identical —
that which made the man who caught the fish
prosper, made the man who dealt in mercantile
1nterests prospar also

Mr. ANNAND said that when the Prov. Secy.
had a very bad cese he elways rcse on the wings
of declamation away from the question. The
Intercolonial Railway had nothing to do with the
bill under consideration; he had previously ox-
plained his action on that subject, and he felt that
the liberties of the people should be preserved if
twenty railways had to be sacrificed. He folt
melined to coincide in the opinion of Mr. Fleming
as to that Railway, and to take the view of a
member of the House of Commons who said that
the road would not pay for the grease of its en-
gines. (Hon Pro Sec: He got those opinions
from the people’s delegates.) Mr Annand said
that he was not aware of the people’s delegates
having seen the face of that geantleman previou
to the expression of that opinion. Mr Fleming’s
report showed that the N. A. and European line
could tap the road and divert the trade at Dan-
ville. (Hon Pro Sec. Supposo that to_be true,
would the connection with thirty n_lilhons of
people and the making Halifax the highway of
communication between London and New York
be nothing ?) It was true that & large flow of
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passengers would be a grest advantage to the
country but while the picture was beautiful the
realisations were improbable. The bill on the
table proposed to give to Halifax a member for
every 16,000, to _].glmo‘n a mémber for every 9000
and to Queen’s oue. for every 4,500,.and in the
face of these facts he felt it his daty to enter a
protest sgaint the mieasure. If the amendment
were adopted there would be a representative for
every 12,000 inhabitants and each district .wonld
be represented. - According ‘4o the last census the
city population was 25,000 and the county popa-
lation outgide ths city limits, 24,00p, to that the
amendment would’ eéquelise the represesitation.
Was there anything unreasonsble in. asking. that
the mercantile community shonld be separated
from the fishing atid raral counties? It had been |
said that the electors of East Halifsx wonld
swamp those of West if & division were. mede,
but’ were not. their interesis’ one? He. denied
that the city wonld be dennded of its. influence by
the change as had beeg aileged ; on the contrary
it wonld be placed in a most favorable position.

Mr KL0uBAOK remacked that gentlemen of the | bo
opposition had been'unable to agree among them- |

‘selves. Ho regarded that measure as the only
practicable one that.could be proposed.. If an
increase wers made fo ono gounty others wonid
not be satisfied, and if theé principls of population.
were, t0 govern there would have to be a re-divi-
sion of the caunties. . He belieyed that the gene-
ral foeling wha that the representstion should be
changed to suit the" altered circumstancés of the
couuntry, and the change proposed.in’ the bill|
would, no doubt, accord with the expectations

which_prevailed. One important consideration |

which induced him to support.the bill was that it
wotld ‘give to the counties possessing chiefly &
fishing - interest a larger p‘ro[;f:;ion of répresenta-
tion and infldepce than they had hitherto enjoyed,.
and, this must meet with general approval as an
act of justice. He was in favor. o? the bill for
another reason : he had always disapproved of the
system which maintained little pocket boroughs
and gave to little settlemuunts the right to retarn
representatives. -There was no rea on why 2000
peopls in ope districe should have the right to
elect 8 memher when other parts of ths conntry
were ‘treat¢d! in a different manuer. . Again, it
wag & wolll Krown fuct that “the larger. vhe ares,
ahd popilation .over which the.els iton . was. rhg;
the Igs$ corruption woyldprevail. This measaca
he viewed 2z an igiportant. atep ‘tuwards iheex,
tengion of th’,_'ﬂ'qu,cﬁit% hen the reprosonta-
tion was extended the franchise. shonld certainly
come dnder cousideratipn The couptry hud. de-
clared ‘in’ an.-‘wnmistakable ‘mannef ‘that some
change-in tha respect. shonld: be magde, and that
an Act, which stratk off 20,000. eléctors, did hot
mebt- with the &gproval of'the perple. He knex|
numbers'of worthy aud intolligent men. who woald,
be d:})rind of a voics in the approaching, eléction
if the' prasent Act weroits romainia forcs, Thie
matter had been - forcjbly w ed apon, him by hi
constiluents and be fult it His uty to requira that,
. the" subject should vecsiva eonsideration—he.
would like to'go bick to be judged by the"people
who had returaed him a the lagt eleciion. Hg

 others would be too 1a
ration of East Halifex from
he thought; would lead to . jealousies and dissen-

~amalgamated, as in_Balifax -
-economy, it: was well knawn what:their policy had

had rocently received a.letter from. an offieer in
‘the “volnnteer force who. said, that,one of the, in-
ducements which had been held out to the volnn-
teers to sacrifice their time snd .means in.the pa-
triotic work in which they were engaged was that
they bad a stake in the eountcyiand a ¥oica inthe
management of its affyirs, and yet.thege young
men had been disfranchised .in. hupdreds. - In-
view of these facts he could hardly. face his consti-

'wnents if he did not nrge :the ..Gavernment to

bring forward. a bill 10.repeal she present franchise
law. -As to the representatipn; of. Halifax - thare
had always been a feeling. thet Halifax.influence
had predominated. to too great an:exget; --that
faeling, hie believed, originated. in.prejudice; but
the -amendment ' could. only be enstained on-the
principla that population should give the repre
sentation, ang if that were recognized some coun:
ties . would-bs ent, down to. one ‘mémber- while
t00 largely represented. . A gepa-

t,ge Western sectian;

Bioxtlxs’ which would interfere with the rights of -
Mr. KrLrax eaid as to the proper time;for ma-
king the change, is was hardly worth whileto dis-
cusa that point, because the, Provincjal Secretary
had the power to do almost. anything. . The: gov--
ernment, it would.appear, woald stick:at nothing,
for they had oarried. Confaderation when -some:of
their,_supporters acknowledged..in" conversetion:
that not one in ten of their constituents were favor-.

-able to it. .: The opposition et the peopla-on that

nestion . was no .doubs. one : of: ke ;peagons why
hey were to be now disfranchised -to- a-great.ex-:
tent, and there was no reason-to suppose that tha

 goverament: would join two-connties together sud
| give them the representation - of one, . if. it were:
‘necessary for their object. .. o suifthe

¢ for,their irpurposes
counties which had,long been divided: were:$c- be:
Asto the. pleacof;

been in that respect—a morxe oxtravagens OVEra-
meant ngver rulsd. the. goungry. " - The subjectiof
the railway. had been mooted.; the gnds.of a: faik
‘way were nopalwsys;in e pesition toyeap thehen-
.efit of the line, and the support that Halifk conld
‘get from over- 3000 miles of water; would not:::be.
of much consequence; . Holyhead was.in 2 most:
advantageons. situstion, if the terminus:-of a Jine
was of any - gqu&t. .consequence; bgs it:was & mere-
villaga like ‘Dartagouth, and the passengers went
rightoff .in the ferry-boss in so.shors .a: time-
that the peaple of .the.placy:conid juat-bave, time-
:to-ran-out.and spe thew. take their depargnra. -It:
.wag well knawn that sheaves of. pamphlats- and
apers wers being sent to the comntry om the:sdh-:
Jectot Confederatiod, to influence the votes. as-the
-approaching ..election, .but the statements they
contained, like the fanci/nl -representations 'cop-
cerniog the railway, would he .found- to.bs mere
idle wind.© The change  which had. been-msde
would-take frpm the. Pravince its fevenuesj:and
‘restriet Jocal improvements, Habalieved:that the:
.bill was framed .on.a weong: prisciple;: bat: conld
ot .gustain - Mr. Annand’s- améndment becansoe;
the counties must all' share the same fate, and
Halifax must suffer with the others. .
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Hon Ar1Y GEX in reference to Mr Annand’s
remarks concerning the small advantages to be
derived from the railway, remarked that he had
that day heard a prominent anti-Confederate say
that since the Coniederation bill had been promis-
ed as likely to pass, he had laid out £1000 on his
property, and he woald expend another £1000 if
the guarantee bill were ratified.

" Mr HarmeLp copsidered it the duty of every
membher to express his views on the measure be-
fore the House. Ho felt bound to oppose the blll
as unfair and unjnst. ‘I'he change from district
tocounty representation would take from the dis-
trict of Argyle, which he represented, the privi-
lege it bad hitherto eajoyed, for Yarmouth had a
population equal to tsvo-thirds of the county, and
the result would be that Yarmouth would return
all the members. Nearly three-fifths of the in-
habitants of Argyle were Catholics, and they thus
would be deprived of a vuice in the representation.
Resistance, however, appeared useless, and the
opposition must submit; but he could tell the
Government that they would meet their reward.
perhaps when they least expected it. te believed
the bill to be wrong in tofo, atd that the represen-
tation which it would establish would be unfair.

The question was then taken, when Mr An-
nand’s amendment was negatived. The clause
passed.

Mr ANNAND then moved that the operation of
bill be deferred until next session.

Hon Prov BSEc'y asked if the hon meraber
weant to stultify himself by making suck a pro-
position in view of his action when in power a few
years ago ?

Mr AXNAND replied that he was following the
tactice which had been pursued on that occasion
by gentlemen opposite.

Mr ArcHIBALD spoko briefly in favour of the
bill and said- that he must in consistency oppose
the amendment.

This amendment wus also negatived. The bill
passed

BILLS, PETITIONS, ETC.

The bill relative to certain public officers and
their salaries was then taken up.

Mr. ToBin asked if it would not be well to
consider the question whether & man assuming
office should be obliged to go back to his con-
stituents.

Mr. ANNAND thought thehon member’s sug-
gestion worthy of attention.

Hon. Prov 8kc said no doubt the gquestion
was one deserving of consideration. At pre-
sent, however, he felt reluctant, as one member
of the Legislature, to do anything that would
seem to take away from the privileges of the
people. )

Mr. Tonix would be sorey to see the princi-
ple of re-glection removed as regards the gene-~
ral Government, but it seemed to him unneces-
sary to apply it in connection with the local Go-
vernment.

The bill passed; also the bill relative to disa~
bilities of members of the local Legislature and
general Parliament.

The committee rose and reported.

Hon. Mr. SaaNNoN introduced a bill in con-
nection with the license law; and presented a
number o’ petitions from members of various
religious denominations in the city in connec-
tion therewith They ask that the sale of gro~
ceries be separated from that of liquors in the
same ostablishment.

Mr. AsNAND presented a vpetition from J.
Hodgson in reference to a sidewalk at Bedford.

Mr. PryYor introduced a bill to ineorporate
the Grand Lodge of Good Templars.

fon. ATTY. GENERAL introduced a bill to
amend chap. 13, Acts of 1865, providing for the’
construction of two other sections of the Provin-~
cial Railway. The object of the act, he stated,
was to authorize the Government to issue de-
bentures to the extent of £188,600 sterling, bein =
the capitalization of the amount of the subven-
tion granted for the purpose of constructing the
Windsor and Annapolis Railway. The nego
tiations during the past year required that the
amount given by the Province should be capi-
talized.

Mr. TosIn presented the following petitions:
From James Keefe, for aid to complete a road
round Northwest Arm; from William Smith, for
compensation for school house; from the people
of Portuguese Cove, for aid to deepen the har.
bour.

The Bouse then adjourned uatil 3 o’clock on
Monday

Moxbpay, April 1.
The House met at 3 o’clock.
BILLS AND PETITIONS.

Mr, Bouvrivor intrrduced an sact t6 amend

the act relative to the terms of the Supreme
Court in the island of Cape Breton- merely a
verbalalteration.
- Mr. MILLER presented a largely signed peti-
tinn dsking for the establishment of a shipping
office at Arichat; also, a bill in accoerdance with
the prayer thereof

Mr. ANNAND presented a petition and bill re.
lative to the Prince of Wales Lodge of 0dd Fel.
lows.

Mr. BiLL, 8 petition of o number of the in-
habitants of We t Cornwallis, in reference to
postal accommodation.

Mr. KAULBACK, a petition from 70 inhabitants
of Bridgewater, in refirence to the unsatisfac-
tory state of mail conveyance.

THE IIOSPITAL FOR THE INSAXNE.

“Mr. ANNAND asked permit ‘on to be relieved
from attendance on the ( om nittee on Humane
Institutions, He had not suu on the committee,
he stated, inasmuch as the paper with which he
was connected had expressed very strong opin-
ions during bis absence, and since his returnp, on
the subject of the Hospitai for the Ineane. He
had not written any of the articles in question,
but he felt it right, in justice to himself and the
gentleman whose conduct was impugned, that
be should not serve on the committee,

Hon. Prov. Skc. said the hon. gentleman
wished to establish a novel precedent when he
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asked that a member should be allowed to retire
from a committee, und not exercise his duties
as a representative of the people ; becanse he was
conneeted with a public journal. Perhaps it
would be inadvisable to agree to the hon mem-
ber’s request. The House might be curious to
know whether ho, as a member of the com-
mittee in the discharge of his high parliamen-
tary duties, would be able to sustain the course
which his journal had taken. It would certain-
Iy place the hon. member in a very unpleasant
position if he felt compelled, by a sense of pub-
lic duty, after hearing all the circumstances of
the case, to come to the conclusion that the
paper of which he was th2 manager had asserted
opinions which could not be borne out by the
facts, He (Dr.T.) must certainly express his
surprise that the hon. member had not felt the
delicacy which he now laid cleim to, elsewhere
than in the house. Tt hardly seemed compati-
ble with justice to attack the Medical Superin-
tendent in the way he had been in the journal
with which the hon. gentlersan was connected.
It ought to be remembered that it was quite
possible for a public officer holding a highly
responsible position not to be entirely exempt
from blame—to be open to the imputation of
not having exercised that strict superveillance
over subordinates he might have done, and at
the same time, for his general management, to
be such 28 would prevent him from being treat-
ed with any degree of severity. There were
few parties called upon to discharge high pube
lic duties—whether in the government or other

wite—~who could say that their conduct bad
been always entirely blameless  As respects
the Medical Superintendent, it would have been
manifestly unfsir, in view of all the circum-
stances of the case—in view of the facts that he
had held his position for many years to the
satisfaction of several governments, that his
general management had been approved of by
a committer of medical gentlemen, who had
iovestigated thoroughly the condition of the in-
stitution—to dismiss him, and oblige him, with
tarnished reputation, to return to a profession
which be had given up when he took charge of
the Asylum. Al the government could justly
do was to make such changes in the institution
as would give the public an additional guarantre
that it was conducted in the manner it ought
tobe. Under all the circumstances, he thonght

the hon. member ought to remain on the com= | 34

mitte , though if he refused to do so, of courre
the House would have to yield to his request.

Mr. ANNAND said that he must still ask to
te excused from -erving on the committee, for
he felt he would be occupying a very equivo-
cal position in the eyes of the public if he re-
mained on it, especially if a report adverse to
tbe Superintendent was brought in.

Mr. Aopand was excused from gerving on
the committeo.

Hon Mr. SmaNvon introduced a bill for the
more effectual prevention of cruelty to asi-
mals,

Hon. Fin. Sec. laid on the table, by com-
mand, & petition from trustees of Cumberland

Academy ‘or increased allowance—referred to
the Committee on Education, Also petition
of I Lawlor, of Cape Breton, in reference to
postal service—referred to P. O. Committes.

LOCAL CONSTITUTION.

Hon. Prov Skc. moved the third reading of
the bill in reference to duration of and represen-
tation in the General Assembly.

Mr. AxNanD moved that four members be
given to Halifax county, two to the city, and
two to the county outside the city. Negatived.

Mr. ANNAND aggin moved that the bill be re-
committed for the purpose of giving four mem-
bers to the county ot Halifax. He did so, be~
cause d-ring the debate the principle of repre-
sentation by population had been recognized as
the true one. In fact, it had been to a certain
extent recognized in the case of Halifax and
Pictou, but he did not think the bill went far
enough.

Hon. Mr. SmaxNon would be glad if the
House would entertain the proposition.

Hon. Prov. SEC. said he did not look upon
this motion as in the slightest degree affecting
the principle of the bill, and the House was at
liberty to pass or reject it. He would, however,
vote against the resolution, for he felt that Hali-
fax would have fully as much influence as she
ought to bave in the Legislature. Indeed, Hali-
fax now had an amount of weight in the Legis-
lature beyond that of any other part of the Pro-
vince.

Mr BravceARD said that if the resolution
passed then Halifax would have a représentation
equal to that of half of the Island of Cape Bre-
ton. .

Mr. Tozix said that he would vote for the re-
solution in entire deference to the hon. member
for East Halifax. That hon. member bad no
doubt made the motion withi the hope of placing
the representatives of the city. if possible, in &
wrong position, but he-would find himself mis-
taken. He (Mr. T.) would be very happy if
the House would grant the additional represen-
tation to Halifax.

Mr Pryor would also be happy to vote for
the resolution, particularly as he appreciated the
motives of the hon member who moved it.

Mr. LockE said that he believed his hon.
friend, the member for Fast Halitax, would have
to sit alone on his side of the Houso.

.Yeas—TOW;in, Pryor, Annand, Shannen, Bal-

cam.

Nays—Killam, D. Fraser, Allison, J. Fraser,
Bill, Hill, Longley, Heffernan, Hatfield, Hebb,
Towngend, Whitman, Parker, Kaulback, Jost,
Bourinot, Donkin, Miller, McFarlane, frov.
Secy., Stewart Campbell, Locke, Fin. 8ecy.,
Robertson, Blanchard, Smvth, Cowie. Brown, J.
Campbell, McKinnon, Ross, Coffin, Blackwood,
Colin Campbell, Caldwell, Ray.

Mr. AN¥aND then moved that the bill be. de-
ferred until the next segeion of the Legislature.
Negatived by 18 to 30.

Yeas—Killam, Hebb, Hatfleld, Balcam, Ross,
Lecke, S. Campbell, Robertson, Annand, Ray,
Coffin, Brown, Blackwood.

On a division the resolution was lost by 6 to

\
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Nays—J. Fraser, McDobnell, Heffernan, Al
lison, Shannon, Pryor, Townsend, hitman,
Parker, Kaulback, Jost, Bourinot, Donkin, Hiil,
Tobin, Miller, McFarlane, Longley, Prov. Sec,,
Fin. 8ec., Blanchard, Archibald, Colin Camp-
bell, P. Smyth, McKinnon, J. Campbell, Cald-
well, Attorhey General.

The bill to amend chap. 2 R. S. of Executive
and Legislative Disabilities was next taken up.

Mr. ANNAND said that it was certainly note
worthy that a different system was pursued in
Canada, and would probably also prevail in New
Brunswick. It would be interesting for the
House to know why a dififerent rule was follow-
ed in this Province.

Hon. PROV. 8EC. said that the Act of Union
which was now the law of the realm, having
received Her Majeaty’s assent, Jeft it in the
power of the local Legislatures to form their
own counstitution. It was therefore the pri-
vilege of this house to arrange that constitu-
tion as it might deem most advisable for the

ublic interests. When the Legislature of

ew Brunswick met, no doubt the subject
would be considered and arranged as might
seem best to the Representatives of that Pro-
vince. He believed that the members of the
local Legislature shonld be able to approach
the dischargd of their public duties entirely
untrammelled by any duties irraspective of
their local position. .t‘ a gentleman should sit
fu both the local Legislature and the general
Parliament, the duties of one would probably
come into conflict with those of the other.
The great object should be to bhave
a representative go to the Jocal Lagis-
lature or general Parliament with his judg-
went unbiassed. Again, if there was a mem-
ber of the general Government sittfog in the
local Legislature, he would be placed ina very
embarrassing position; for he might be ques-
tioned as to matters of public policy when se-
parated from his celleagues, and without. the
means of communicating with them, Such
considerations had induced the Government
.to bring forward the present bill.

Mr. 8. CAMPBELL gave it as bis opinion that
it was quite competent, under the terms of the
bill, for any person, at the first electiou, ap-
pearing as a candidate for both the l6cal Leg-
islature and general Parliament.

Some discussion then took place as to the in-
terpretation that might be put on the bill.

Hon. PROV. SECY. said that it was lmpoesi-
ble to prevent any person being nominated for
botlt houses. i

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that 2 candidate wounld
have to select the house he would sitin.

Hon. ATTY. GEN. 8aid that in England there
was no law to prevent a person being nomi-
nated and returned for half a dozen consti-
tuencies, but he must make his election ofjone
of them before he could take his seat. All
that was intended was not to'take away the
right of the people to choose any person they
might think proper. He had looked over the

ill, and believed it to be as carefully drawn
a3 it was possible under the circumstances.

e appreciated the arguments of bon. mem-

ers, but he did not see any necessity for al-

teration or addition of words. It was not ad-

8able to make any conditions that would

tramme} the people or lead to difficulties here-

after. It was prgposed, for instanee, to put in
1

the words * with his consent;” but it might
happen that a person might consent to his re-
turn, and it would not be 8o easy o prove it.
The best the house could do was to prevent
any individual taking his seat both in the gen-
eral Parliament and in the local Legislature,

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that no person ought
to ltm in a position to choose between the
seats., ’

Mr. LOCKE saldfithat “ with his consent”
would not answer, for a person might be no-
wmioa‘ed in his absence.

The bill was left over until the next dsy,
that the Attorney Geueral might see whether
any altera‘ion in the bill was necessary.

The bill in reference to the departmental
officers and their salaries was then taken up
and passed.

THE LEG'SLATIVE COUNCIL,

Hou ProvV. 8ECY. laid on the table the fol-
lowing resolution:— ’

‘* Resolved, That a bhumble Address be pre.
sented to Her Majesty the Queen, requesting
that Her Majessy will be graciously pleased
to establish the number of the Legislative
Council of Nova Scotia at eighteen members,
and to provide that absence for two sessions
consecutively shall vacate the seat of a Coun-
cillor, and that the Legislative Council be in-
vited to join this house in such Address.

“ Resolved, That a conference be requested
with the Legislative Council, by committee,
on the general state of the Province, a
that the committee of this house be requested
to communicate to the committes of the
Council the foregoing resolution.” )

MISCELLANEOUS.

Mr. PRYOR reported up several bills, with-
out any amendment, from the Committee on
Private Bills.

Hon. FINANCIAL SECRETARY introducad a
bill to incorporate the Gas Consumers’ Com-

any. .

P Hzn. ATTY. GEN. introduced an act to:.in-
corporate the Windsor and Annapolia Rail-
way Company. He explained that in conse-
quence of the financial difficuities that pre-
vailed in England last year the original con-
tractors for the work were obliged to give up
the contract. He was glad, however, to be
able to say that the government had beenm
able to enter on a new contract for the accom-
plishment of the work. The name of Thomas-
Brassey would be sufficient guarantee that
the work would be substantially and expedii-
ously completed. He pointed out the great ad-
vantages that would result to the Province from
the capitalization of the subvention, in reference
to which he had introduced a bill on a previous
day. .
Turspay, April 2.

The House met at 3 o’clock.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Hon. Prov. SEc’y laid on the lable corres-

ondence relating to the removal of James Twee-
gell from the Hospital for Insane. Referrad to
committes on humane institutions.

Mr. BLANCHARD introduced & bill to amend
chap. 16, Acts ‘of 1866 relating to partition of
real estate.
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Mr. ArcHIBALD presented a petition from J.
McKay and 100 gthers of- Earltown, asking an
alteration in the. line of a polling district, and
introduced:a hill in accordance therewith

. M. CALbWELYE, Eresent,ed a petition from Syd-
ney, ssking ‘that the provisions of chap. 69 R. S.
be exterided to that place, in order to authorize
the appointment of commissioners of streets.

Mr. McLiLAN presented a petition from Chas.
Taylor and others relative . to loss: of goods on
railway. : :

Mr. Pryor reported .two bills from the com-
migtee on private and local bills.

Hom. Mr. Suax¥ox introduced two bills re-
specting markets and the market houso in the
city‘of Halifax, '

LOCAL CONSTITUTIONS,

Hon. Pgo. Sec’y moved the resolution of
which he had given notice on the previous day
with respect to the number of members of which
the Logislative Council should in futare be com-

od

Ms. Anvanp asked whether it would be wise
to imit the number of Legislative Councillors
for all time to come ? .

“Haon. Pro. Se0’y answered that it was only
intended to limit the number to 18, as it was now
limited to 21, it being still the prerogative of the
Crown to add to the number.

Mr. Rogs. said. that one of the grounds on
which the reduction had been made in the mem-
bers of the House was that the work would be
largely diminished ; and another was, that a sav-
ing would be effected. He did not see why the
same arguments would net apply to the upper
branch, and why the reduction should not be in
the same, proportion, which would make the
number of Eouncillors 13 or 14. If the govern-
menit, at the elevénth hour, were so favourable to
retrenchment they should avail themselves of
this opportunity.

(The Legislatiye Council announced by mes-
sage that they had passed a bill to incorporate
the, Amherst boot and shoe manufacturing com-

: pa’nr, and agreed to the bills to legelise the pro- |
adin

@s_of the Sessions of {lape Breton county,
and the bilis to incorporate the Wellington Min-

ing-Company, the Palmerston, Dominion, Blue |

Lead, - Union, Provincial and Eldorado Gold
Mivfig Companies.) ..
n. Prov. Sec’y, in answer to Mr. Ross;
said He thought it would be & doubtful policy to
make & branch of the legislature so small as had
beent‘sugirested, . The number of the Councils
of Prince"Edwhid Island and New Brunswick
bore a gredfer disproportion to the lower
branches in those Provinces than that which
would exist if the resolutien passed. He felt he
need hardly say that the government would only
have been too glad to have effected a further sav-
ng in that particular if It had been consistent
with the public interests ‘to do so, While they
could elaim credit fopan almost lavish expendi-
tyre on the two great services of the country-—
-eddeation and roads.and -bridges—they had ta-
ken .the earliest opportanity to bring forward a
‘meagure which would largely reduce the Jegisla-

tive expenses, and were therefore deserving of
the compliments passed upon their economy,—
The diffieulty which had met him on a previous
oceasion when he moved a-rednction of the pub-
lic expenditure was that the civil list was beyond
the ccntrol of the House—and the Imperial Go:
vernment had testifted its dissent te any such
reduction, in a strong despatch. Although his
opponents were right in their prediction that the
financial condition of the country would be such
as not to demand so extensive a system of re-
trenchment, yet thc government from the first
day they had obtained power had strenuously
endeavoured to obtain the power for the legisla-
ture to deal with the subject, and this had been
accomplished by the recent action in connection
with Confederation. The government had no
sooner secured that right for the legislature than
they brought forward a measure which would
largely diminish the public expenditure, and had
succeeded in passing it notwithstanding the op~
position from the other side. The alterations
effected by the civil list bill were far more ex-
tensive than any scheme of retrenctment which
he had ever submitted to the legislature.

Mr. KiLLau said that the greater part of the
salaries referred to had always been under the
control of the Legislature, and it-should be re-
membered that while the reduction had been
made, the government had taken away the means -
of paying these salaries. The economy was very
trifling, and the whole scope of the alterations in
‘the Legislature evidently was to increase the iniflu-
ence of the Crown and to diminish that of the
people. If ever there was a time when the
Council could be dispensed with, it was now.

Hon. ATry. GEXNL, asked how such a proposi-
tion as that with which Mr. Killam had conclud-
ed agreed with the statement that no change
should be made in the constitution at this time ?

Mr. LocKE expressed himself favorable to the
abolition of the Legislative Council,

Hon. Pro. Sec’y asked how it was that the
hon. gentleman always lost sight of that proposi-
tion when in power ?

Mr. Locke said that it might have been ow-
ing to a difference of opinion on the part of his
friends.

Mr. McLELAN said that although he had hith-
erto regarded the upper branch as of value, yet
under the many guards and checks which would
be applied under Confederation, he thought it
might very well be dispensed with, The Prov.
Sec’y. had expresed his willingness to economize
as soon as the opportunity offered, and here was
an opportunity for retrenchment. It was very
s'range that that gentleman was not aware.
when he proposed his retrenchment scheme in
1863, of the difficulties that laid in the way. It
was pleasing to be informed that Confederation
would be the means of effecting retrenchment, for
the general belief was that it would impose large
additional burdens on the country. Whatever
small saving could be cffected in local matters
would be far outweighed by the burthen of the
general government, and the policy was there-
fore *“penny wise and pound foolish.” - He
thought that the Legislative Councillors counld
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bg easily proyided for: twelve of them could get
seafs in the Sena‘e, and their services could be
very -well dispensed with, while on the other
hand the popular branch should have been kept
as large as possible.

The resolution passed.

) MISCELLANEOUS.

Mr. Cowre introduced a bill relative to a new
bridge at Liverpool.

Mr. Kavreack introduced a bill to revest in
the Crown certain lands in the town plot of
Chester. ‘

Mr. KavLBack presented a p'eti'ion from E,
D. Davison complaining of a grievance. He
said that the petitioner had erected a large mill
on the Lahave River, and for that purpose had
construc’ed a dam. The Sessions had ordered
a large break in the dam, and a serious loss was
feared on the petitioner. The petition was re-
ferred to the Committee on Fisheries.

Mr. ArcaHIBALD introduced a bill to autho-
riz]e the sale of a school house and land at Brook-
Geld.

Hon ArTy. GEX. introduced a bill to .amend
the Act to incorpora‘e the Roman Catholic Bish-
op of Arichat. He said that the object of the
bill was to restors certain powers hestowed by a
sec'ion in the Revised Statutes, which had been
unintentionally repealed last session.

The resolution introduced by the hon. Prov.
Secy. respecting the Legislative Council having
contained a provision for a joint address of both
Houses to Her Majesty, the Council annouuced
by message that they had agreed to the proposed.
conference on the subject of the resolution. ~ Hon
Atty. Gen., hon. Prov. Secy. and Mr. Archibald
were appointed a committee of conference, and
subsequently reported that they had discharged
their duties.

THE LOCAL CONSTITUTION.

Hon. ProviNciAL SECRETARY moved the
third reading of the bill relgtive to executive and
legislative disabilities. Hesaid that on conside-
ration the Government had decided not to alter
the bill, as the difficulty mentioned on the pre-
vious day could not be readily obviated, and it
was so improbable that any such shouid arise,
that it might safely be left to take care of itself.

Mr. S. CaypBELL thought the bill did not ex-
press what the Government intended it should—
it 'did not prevent a person offering for seats in
both the Local and Federal Legislatures.

Houn. ArrY. GEN. thought the bill contained
(a1l the provisions that should be inserted. When
a man was once elected for the House of Com-.
mons, or appointed to the Senate, his seat in the
lower Parliament would he vacated, but there
was nothing to prevent a man being simultan-
eously elected for hoth Houses. This was al
that could be done, for if the bill provided that
the scat should be forfeited if & member were
elected to the other Parliament with his consent,
great difficnlties would arise jn proving his con-
sent. "It Was very inmiprobable that any mdn
;fjt‘ml‘d offer for a seat which he was ineligible to

‘Legislatures,-and thus leaving the

Hon. Prov. Skc. said that there did not, sesm
to be any means of preventing a candidate from
offering for both Houses,—all that could be don -
was to vacate his seat .in the lower House
elected to the House of Commons. - -

Hon. FINANCIAL SECRETARY 8aid that
would be easy to prevent the double nomination
in one county, but.a man might be nominated
for the local Parliament in one county and - for
the House of Commons in another.

My, Corrix thought the difficulty could be:
obviated easily. R

Mr. RoserTson said that the difficulty would
not occur in the case of gentlemen on- the Gov-
ernment side, for they would have difficulty
enough in securing seats in either House. :

Mr.McLeLAN thought that a man should not
be atlowed to be nominated for two seats. The
ineligibility caused by his election to both would
cause the trouble of a second election.

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that the difficulty coald
only arise in the first clection, and could rot be
well met because if a provision was inserted that
election by the assent of the candidate to both
scats would vaeate one, then a man elected 'with-
out his assent could sit in both.

Hon. Arry. GEN. said that the seat should not
be vacated by the mere nomination; the incom-
patibility arose only from his accepting the two
positions.

Mr. S. CampBELL thought that the bill was
ineffectnal to accomplish what the Governmment
had expressed as their intention. It was admit-
ted that some difficulty might arise from the
framing of the bill, and he did not see why: the
language should not be adapted to meet the re-
quirements of the case.

Mr. Ross expressed his approval of the system
followed in some of the other Colonies, of allow-
ing gentlemen to sit in both Parliaments. He
also advocated as an improvement the election of
the local Governor by the people.

Mr. McLerLaN remarked that the Province
was being dealt_with in this respect differenfly
from the other Provinces, and the history of the
past few menths showed that the case of Nova
Scotia was peculiar. Some gentlemen professed
more respect for a few old volumes than for the
opinions of the people. A measure sheuld be
passed which would prevent those gentlemen who
had effected Confederation from coming intohoth.
! ple prac-
tically unrepresented. If Mr. Archibald ran for
bot2 Houses and carried both seats, the coutty

‘would be unrepresented, because that gentleman

would not hesitate to hold up a book and say that,
he valued more highly the author’s opinions than.
those of the backwoodsmen of Colchester. o

Houn. ArtY. GEN. admitted that Nova Scetia
was in a peculiar position, for it presenfed the
first instance in parliamentarihistory in which
aminority of one-third of the Legislature inder.
took to represext the people. If hafl been said
that the people of this Provimee wefé opposed
to Confederation, and the delegates had: hégrd
agross the water that petitfons .from an. 4yer-

" whelming majority of the eléctors were to be pre-
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sented to the British Parliament against the
scheme. He had a right to ask whathad become
of those petitions? The delegates had expected
a monstrous petition to be presented to the
House of Lords, but were disappointed when not
a signature appeared, and thought that the battle
had been postponed, to be fought on the floors of
the Hoase of Commons; their surprise could be
imagined when the debate passed over without
any such demonstration. Was then the assertion
about the feelings of the people warranted? The
opposition offered to the bill showed a fear that
the majority really represented the people, for
gentlemen seemed atraid that members on the
Government side would secure two seats.

Mr: ArcriBaLD said he did not see much dan-
ger of Colchester being unrepresented. He had
not much opportunity of hearing how popular
opinion ran in his county on the subject of Con-
federation, buv he believed the hou. gentleman
(Mr. McLelan) had lost no opportunity of tos-
tering feelings of opposition to the measure, and
had not thought it beneath his position to con-
vene his (Mr. A.’s) constituents and personal
friends, in order to create feclings of animosity
againgt him. It would have been more mauly to
have waited until the matter could be discussed
face to face. The time was at hand when it
would be seen whether all these efforts were to be
suceessful, but he would recommend gentlemen
not to speak too confidently before the verdict
was given. He would have no fear of the resulr,
even though he had to meet a gentleman who
had availed himself of such ungenerous means as
he had described. .

Mr. 8. CAMPBELL said that he only opposed.
the bill from a desire that tho legislation should
be perfectly matured, and he could not therefore
be charped with giving factious opposition. If
the other bills had been allowed to pass as intro-
duced, the al erations which he had suggested
would probably have heen made in tha Upper
House, and that would have thrown discredit on
the Assembly.

Hon. FiNaxn. Secy. said there was no ohjec-
tign to the hon member taking credit for the
shght verbal alterations which had been made in
courtesy at his suggestion. He wou'd not go
into the question whether the majority truly re-
presented the people or whether all the boasting
that had been heard rested on as firm a basis as
the authority of the people’s delegates. He
thought that these declarations would prove as
baseless a8 the asser*ions of the men representing
themselves as delegates by virtue of petitions
which they never had the boldness to exhibit.
He thought the time had come when these gen-
tlemen should state whether it was a fact or not
that the petitions of two-thirds of the electors had
never seen the light of day.

M. AxxaND said that after such a challenge it
would not be consisten? with his duty to the peo-
ple to remain silent. He was not in London at
the time when the petitions could have been pre-
sented,—hefore the bill was read a second time
in the Honse of Lords he had taken passage for
Nova 8eotia. The petitions were, however, ad-
dressed to the House of (Jommons, and as he

had previously stated, the bill had been read
there, contrary to precedent, before the printed
papers stating the whole case were laid on the
table. There was, therefore, not time to pre-
sent them at the time when they would appro-
priately have come zrde- onsideration. . As to
the number of petitioners, the signatures were
about 40,000. A few years ago a petition was
considered of so much weight as that it should
have turned out a government when it had only
feceived 24,000 names. The petitions on the
subject of Confederation were signed as those
were. It was well known that every man in the
country could not write' his name, some of the
names were therefore in the hand writing of one
person ;—in one case in his own county, a pub-
lic meeting had been convencd and one person
appended the names of such as assented to the

petition against Confederation. There was no-

rule of that House to prevent the reception of a
petition to which any other than bona fide signa-
tures were atttached, but in the House of Com-
mons there was such a rule and it was difficult to
bring many of the petitions within the rule. The

delegates were recommended to put them into.

the hands of an eminent member of that House,
but he declined to present them as he would be
held responsible for every signature. Amnother
gentleman was applied to, but he, being a warm
friend of the late Colonial Secretary, was per-
sunded not to present them after he had promis-
ed to do so. 'g‘he inference to be drawn from
these facts was that the leading men on hoth
sides were anxious to confederate the Provinces,
that they were averse to our being heard by peti-
tion, and wished {o take advrntage of the posi-
tion in which our legislature had placed us.—
Under these circumstances the peonle’s delegates
had abandoned the idea of presenting the peti-
tions, more especially because of the unprece-
dented heste in reading the bill a recond time
and from the fact that Confederation was a fore-
gone conclusion and becaunse the feeling all
around the house evidently was to get rid of the
Colonies and prepare us for independence. What
other explanation could be given of the intelli-
gence from Canada that a nucleus of a standing
army was to be formed by drafting 5000 men
who should be paid by the Confederation? The
meaning of this was that we were being educated
up to independence and the Provinces were ra-
pidly approaching that point.

Mr. McLerax did not sec why there should
be so much ado about the matter when so early
an opportunity would be afforded of testing the
feelings of the people. Mr. Archibald had been
absent from the country for eight months, and
was it to be supposed that those differing from
him should not utter a word during all the time
that he chose to absent himself? 1t was not true
that he had called meetings to discuss the ques-
tion in Mr. A.’s constituency, for he had more
than once declined to attend such meetings in
that gentleman’s absence, but he was now ready
to meeet him at any meeting that might be call-
ed. As toa meeting of Mr. Archibald’s personal
friends, he presumed the allusion was to a pure-
ly business meeting which certain leading men
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had thought it desirable to hold at a time when
action was required. That was not a meeting
for disoussion at all. :

Hon. Pro. SEc. said that, speaking as one of’
the people of Nova Scotia, he must express his
strong disapproval of the manner in which one
of his delegates had discharged his duty as ex-
plained to the House. The Legislature had not.
given the hon. member any authority to go across
the water ; in fact, his action had been condemn-
ed asa gross assumption, as entirely incompat-
ible with the system of government which we
enjoy. Selected by some irresponsible persons,
in defiance of the principles of the British con-
stitution, the hon. member undertook to present
himself before the British Government and Par-
liament as one of the ‘people’s delegates.”—
Having spent a great deal of time and money,
the hon. gentleman now volunteered an expla-
nation of the way in which he had discharged
his trust to the members of the Legislature, as
a portion of the people whom he undertook to re-
present. The House was aware that the hon,
member spent some seven months in England
pretending to be a people’s delegate. In com-
mon with two other gentlemen, he undertook
to teach the people of England how to deal
with an important question, and had given the
people of this country an enormous amount of
trouble, and had expended a great deal of mo-
ney, in sending perambulators through the Pro-
vince for the purpose of getting up petitions.—
Now, after all he had dene, the hon. member
had condescended to give the House and coun-
try some explanations. These cxplanations re-
minded onc of the story of the person who had
been called upon to pay for a newspaper which
had been sent to him ; he put in a varicty of pleas ;
he said he never subscribed to it, that he never
took it, that it was never sent to him, and if it was
sent to-him, he never took it out of the post office,
and that he had paid for it already. It now ap-
peared that, notwithstanding all the time and
money spent, the petitions were of a character
that precluded their being presented to the Bri-
tish Parliament. From want of information on
his own part, he had misled the people. Had not
he (Dr. }i‘.) as one of the people, then, a right te
complain of the hon. member? The hon. mem-
ber had acknowledged that the petitions bad been
treated with contempt-——that no member of the
British Parliament could be induced to present
them. Having presented himself in England
without any aathority, hgwmg volunteered his
services to the people of this country, he now con-
fessed that the moment the battle was commen-
ced in England he ran away. When he had
spent seven months in England, the momentany
thing was to be done he took his passage and re-
turned home. Did the hon. member mean to say
that the people of this country would consider
such action on s part as a proper mode of dis-
charging his duties? Any person who knew
anything about public life, about the usages and
practices of Parlinment, ought to have known
that the petitions the hon, member took with him
—signed as they were in numerous cases by a
single person, scores of names having been put

on the petitions without the knowledge of the in-
dividuals—could never have been presented to
the House of Commons. If the hon. member
and his friends had ventured to bring their peti-
tions from the dust bin into which they had ob-
viously been consigned, he (Dr. T.) had been
fully prepared to show their character. They
found the moment they put themselves into com-
munication with English gentlemen, that thesc
petitions were as worthless as the paper on which
they werewritten, and yet the hon. member com-
plained that the petitions were treated with con-
tempt.

The hon. member for East Halifax had also
presumed to say that the fecling prevalent .in
England was to get rid of the Colonies, but he
never made a more unjustifiable staterdent in his
life. Take the discussion that took place in
both the Lords and Commons and it would be
found that the two great governing parties of the
country, the Liberals and Conserva'ives, alike
regarded this Union as s'rengthening the connec-
tion with the Crown. From the very inception
of this Union, from the first despatch written on
the subject, the same opinion was entertained by
the statesmen of England. In fact, the argu-
ment which recommended itself particularly to
the British Parliament, was that it increased and
strengthened the tie that now binds these Colo-
nies to the Empire. Such was the idea that ex-
hibited itself on every page of the despatches of
Mr. Cardwell, and an abler statesman was never
entrusted with the Colonies. From the com-
mencement of this question down to the time he
attempted to prevent one of his political friends
taking up a position, which he considered in-
jurious to British subjects on this side of the At-
lantic, he had not hesitated to express his deep
conviction that the interests of the Empire re-
quired that these Colonies should be bound and
cemented to it more closely than ever before, and
that he regarded this union favourably/on the
ground that it would increase our power to co-
operate with the parent state in sustaining our
present connection.

The late Colonial Secretary, the Earl of Car-
narvon, united with his predecessor, and declar-
ed that the Union would assure and perpetuate
the connection between the Crown and the Colo-
nies. When the question was discussed in Par-
liament, although an insignificant opposition was
raised by the friends of the self-constituted dele-
gates of the people, every man who had a single
word to say in favour of the Union did it on the
ground,—and this was a fact that could not too
deeply sink into the minds of the people of the
country,—that it was the duty of England to
stand by the Colonies, to regard any encroach.
ment upon these Colonies as one upon the mother
country. What did you find on the other side ?
Why, the friends of the “peoples’ delegates,”—
the feeble echo they were ableto get in the Bri-
tish Parliament,—declared that the Colonies
were a burthen upon the Empire, and that they
were hostile to the measure of the Union, because
it bound the Colonial dependencies to England
more closely than ever, and obliged her to agsist
in the construction of the Intercolonial Railway.
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He would ask the House, with these facts
standing indelibly recorded before them—with
the debates of the House of Commons and Lords,
proving that the few men who wished to sever
theco'onial connection and to prevent the con-
struction of the Intercolonial Railway were the
opponents of Union, whilst, on the other hand,
the great majority of each of the two governing
parties declared that they approved of Union be-
cause it drew these Colonies nearer to the Em-
pire,—was there any one then prepared to repeat
the libel upon the sentiments of the Imperial Par-
liament which the hon. member had invented ?
When Mr. Bright declared that he regarded these
Colonjes as a burthen, what did Mr. Watkins
say? The hon. member ought certainly to have
refrained from uttering a single word against
Mr. Watkins. When Mr. Howe went to Eng
land, a few years ago, to advocate the construc-
tion of the Intercolonial Railway, he was taken
by the hand by Mr. Watkins, who then, as now,
was true to our interests. That gentleman took
Mr. Howe from platform to platform, and intro-
duced him to the people of England. Mr. Howe
appreciated at that time the manner in which he
had been treated by Mr. Watkins, and pus his
sentiments upon record when he returned. In
1867 Mr. Watkins, true to the advocacy of British
American in'erests, advocated the claims ot the
Colonies in a most eloquent manner; and was
now held up to the Legislature ag a person influ-
enced by interested motives. A feeling of shame
should have prevented the hon. member from
turning upon that gentleman, because he was
true to the principles he had always professed.

He was certainly amused to heer the hon
member refer to a story atout & standing army
that wes being got up in Capada. The hon.
gentleman knew that he was only attempting
to mislead the country—that there had been no
standing army erranged ; but te had taken up
some idle newepaper rumor and given it cur
rency. Suppose the Government of the Con-
federacy concluded that it would be wise and
fair to the interests of the country to have a
standing army, what then'? The bon. mem-
ber’s statement was on record that he was will-
ing to pay pound for pound with the Cana-
dians, and he hkad committed himself to the
scheme for the organization of the Empire —
The hen member ralked about taxation. and
yet he had himaelf admitted, as an act of justice
to the people of England. that we should sup-
port the army and pavy, just as fhey do, snd
pay as much ss the people of Kent or Rurrey.
If the people of this Provines, therefore, esnaped
a tax larger than their entire revenue. for de
fence glone, it was because the kom member
waa powerlers to carry it

Mr. ANNaxD said that as reference had been
made to the feelivg in Englard, he wounld in-
_ vite attention to » hat had occurred in the House

of Lords—to the speech of the Marquis of Nor~
manby—who eaid that thede Provinces were to
choose their own future, either by separation in
this way from t'e mother country, or by an-
nexation to {he Unifed States il they preferred
that. Not a single;Lord rose Y8 rebuke the sen-

timent. When such an expression eould be
used in such a place, what might be inferred of
the feelings of the governing claeses in Epg-
land, Only one gen'leman had spoken warmly
in favor of conneetion with the motber country,
in the House of Commons, and-that was Mr

Watkins. He did not wish to attribute impro-
per matives. but it was well known that that
pentleman wes identified with the railways of
Canads, was interested in enhanciog the vawe
of Grand Trunk stock, and. promoiing the in-
terests of the Hudson’s Bay Company. He bad
8 pecuniary interest in this counection; that
gentleman spoke warmiy, but there w 8 no re-
sponse to his sentiments The House manifest-
ed the most chilling indifference, and the feel~
ing out of doors was that these Colonies being
the weak point of the Fmpire, ¥ngland eould
not, while she was bound to defend them, speak
brave words to the Upited States, and that we
ghould therefore be put in a position iu which
a separation could be easily effected  Under
Confederation the only conuectiag link between
Fpgland and the Colonies would be tha appoint-
ment by the Crown of the Governor General,—
in case of difficulty between the mother coun-
try and the 'ominion, it would be easy to with.
draw that officer. Some members of the Fed-
eral Government might then aspire to the posi-
tion of President, and they would then oanly
hare to re echo the sentiments of f.ord Nor-
manby and Farl Derby to accomplish independ-
ence. Nothing would drive from his «ind that
the teeling which he had described was the pre-~
vailing one among the governing classes of
England, altbough among the masses of the
people the sentiment was largely in favor of the
retention of the Colonies. The Prov. Scere-
tary’s remark about the guarantee for the rail-
way reminded bim of a conversation he had had
with a gentleman holding a high and influential
position in the great metropelis When he-had
represented to that gentleman that in addition
to the railway there would be delpandg for en

larging canals, for erecting for}lﬁcauous, for
opening up the North West Territory, and that
gixteen millions of pounds might be reuuir.d
before all was over, the answer was, that that
sum aund double the amount should, in his opi-
nion, be given to get rid of the indefensible Co-
lony of Canada. Confederation was more po-
pular in England from that view than from any
other. At the first discussion on Confederation
the reople had heen assured by the delegates at
Temperance Hall that the entire sum to be re-
quired for defence would be a million of dollars,
but what had been seen eince? Canada alone
had expended two millions on that service,—
Nova Scotia had made a handsome contribution,
and o had New Brunswick,—and now we were
advised that, in addition there was to be.a
standing army of five thousand men, the nucleus
of an army which would cost two and a half
millions. . This was no idl> rumor, as had been
stated, it came suthoritatively. When the Vo.
Tunteer and Militia organiz.itions were proi?'&d_
for the sum wonld be near ten millions. . “Any
man must see that the Colonies were drifting
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into independence, and the question which
wou)d then arise would be how could that inde-
pendence 'be maintained ?

Mr C J CamPBELL thought that the Anti-
Confederates had been unfortunate in their ge~
lection .of men tb vepresent them. The disloy.
sl sentiments propounded by the member for
East Halifax in the streets, in the House, and
m the press, were wellknown. The hon. mem-
ber had seemed afraid of acnexatior, but he
should remember that that was what he had
beén adv: cdtine altliough it was not what the
people desired, ard he might be pleaced at get-
ting back frem Englard without being commit-
ted 1o cloee quarters. If the paper under the
management of the hon gentleman had been
sent to Ebgland during his absence that would
explain the contemptucus treatment of which
complaint had been made. He thought mem-
bers might be more profitably employed than
in answering the cbservations of the member
East Halifax.

Hon. Prov. SEc, remarked that there was a
bold line of demarcgtion between a des're to get
tid of the colonies, and the desire expreased by
the Marquia of Normanby acd other speakers,
that the connecting tie should be ore of affection
and not of force.  Whi'e members of the Impe~
rial Parliament had said that if we desired inde-
pendence no compulsion would be uged to re-
tain us, they had coupled the expression with
the sesurance that to long as we gepired to re-
main in (he present connection we should have
al! the 8id that cur position entitled us to.—
Little by little tbe difficulties which the friends
of union had to surmeunt were coming to light
-~ it was being made apparent that not cnly had
the member for East Halifax and his associates
told the Imperial Government that they should
should rather spend their money upon iron-

clade and Srci‘er rifles then upon a railwav:

which they l'ad been for twenty-five years en-
deavoring to accompl'sh, and for which they
had mduc-d the House &t ope time to vote £66
000 per anpum for forty years, but they had
told influential gettlemen tha' the guarantee
instead of being for twelve milliéns would be
in reality for sixtoen milligns, and stjll the gua-
renfte wes given  De thanked the hon mem-
bor for thee additonal credit which wonld de-
solve upon the friends of union by its being
shown that they had to meet not only the state-
ments wFich their oppobenfs had ventured to
make, but 2lso these which they had, without
regsrd to ‘ruth, poured into the ears of persons
in Eogland whom they had button-holed. .
tion, ATTY. GEV. said that the petitions must
have been got up for some other purpose than
that of presenting them to Parliament. 1le, ns
one of the people, bad a right to complain that
these. gentlemen hiad not obtained the necessa-
ry information before presuming to instruct the
people as to the course to be pursued It could
not, however. be believed that they were igno-
rant of the rule of the British House of Com-
mons; and there was tbis additional complaint
that during their stay of five or six months in
London they must have ascertained that the

petitions were useless if they had devoted them-
selves to the object of their mission, and they
could afterwards have procured proper sigpa-
tures The hon member had however given teo
many reasons why the petitions had not
been presented—one was that there was no
opportunity before the second reading of the
bill ; but the bill bad been for days before the
House of Lords, the day for its discussion was
anncunced, and they could have been presented
to the Commons the moment the bill went down.
The excuse, therefore. that no ‘ime was allow~
e was totally insufficient ; and as to the state
ment that the petitions were not fit to be pre-~
gented, the people had a right to know the ac-
tual state of things, instead of being deceived
a8 they were by false intellicence from time to
time. Up to the last moment the people’s dele=
gates had represented that there was no possibi

lity of the bill paesing the Commons, apd the
Government delegates were charged with hy-
pocrisy in holding out promises of success If
the member for East Halifax left England be~
fore the-contest came on, how could he spesk as
bhe had done about the way in which the bill
was received and passed in the. Commong?
Up to the last hour, the gentl>man opposing
the bill in L.ondon had ventured the assettion that
he had not met the first man in England faverable
to the bill, and that its passage was out of the
question, and the public mind throughout the
province ‘was egitated by such representations.
Howr did the facts contrast with those statementa?
Not 2 man out of 600 members of the House
could be found o present the petitions. That was
the adwisgion that those gentlemen were oblig-
ed to make, and the time would come when
they would be held answerable by- the people
for the delusion they had created. The friends
of Uniop, looked round anxiously to see from
what quarter opnosition was to come, but they
lncked in vain, for those best acquainted with
the Colonies supported the bill,. and expressed
the mest friendly feeling for the Colonirs, while
they intimated that if our people should desire
independence, no constraint would be used to
prevent them. though they hoped that day
would be far distant. The scene in the house
of Commons when the leaders of the two great
parties, in speaking the same sentiments on this
question, were cheered by their npponents, was
one that would-not be easily effaced.. Where
any faint opposition was offered, the member
would disavow hostility to the bill, and say that
opposition would be useless, for the Houvse was
unanimous. , That upanimity was the result of
the conviction that union would contribute to
the stability of the whole Empire. The hon.
member for East Halifax hed adwmitted the
whole question in aying that the masses of the
people were in favor of continuing the connec.
tion with the Colonies; eur security. then, lay
in the broad feeling of the people of England,
and that feeling would be sure to find expres-
sion when the time of necessity came The
feeling in England was, that while the Colonies
were.disunited s few restless spirits, securing a
msjority in the smaller provinces, might destroy
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the tie between them and the mother country,
but the danger was diminished by Union. It
was not to be wondered at that such a feeling
should exist, and that there should be a desire
to restrain such individuals when one gentleman
professing to represent Nova Scotia declared
that we were indefensible, and that he could
raise 8 body of men in New York sufficient to
wrest the Colonies from the grasp of England.

The bill passed the third reading.

The house adjourned.

WEDNRSDAY, April 8.
‘The house met at 3 o’clock.
EDUCATION REPORT.

Hon. Prov. Skc. laid on the table the Edu-
cation Report for ¥866. He stated that the Re-
port afforded very gratifying evidence of the
progress of the new school system in this Pro-~
vince. In 1866 the number of pablic schools in
operation was: during the winter term 907, or
an increase of 144 over 1865; during the sum-
mer term 1170, or an iacrease of 181 over 1865.
The puplls registered during the summer term
of 1866 wer 56 017, or an increase of 12,246 over
1865; during the winter term, 45,131, or an in«
crease 9980 over 1865, The estimated number
of different pupiis attending the Public Schools
during 1866 is 71,059. The total number of
teachers employed during the winter term of
1866 was 929, and in the summer 1 190, show-
ing an increase for the respective terms of 223
and 837 over those of last year. The smountex-
pended in the Province for teachers’ salaries’
during the school year was $235 825 67, an in-
creas of $45,730 28 over the previous year. The
sources whence these salaries were derived, and
the smount from each source, were as follows:
—Province, $95.339 27; Counties, $556,258 64;
Sections, $85,227 76! The total amount paid by
the Province towards buildings, books, ani ap-
paratus, &c., in 1866, was $7,731 01; in 18t5,
38, 186 16; shewing a decrease of $444.15, The
total amount paid by the various sections for
buildings, furniture, apparatus and miscale
laneous was $91.024 31. The increase in the sal
aries of teachers had been one of the most grati
fying and significant features in connection
with the recent educational reform. We might
now reasonably expectthat much talent of a
good order will seek employment in the work
of teaching, and that an incieasing number of
those who engage in this, one of the noblest of
callings, will do so for life. For the term ended
April 80th, there wera 70 schools which com-
peted for the superior grant, and for the term
ended October 31st, 71. Of the former, 54 were
successful: and of the latter, 52

Much hae also been done towards organizing
Couunty Academies. Every county, except In-
verness entitled under the act to an Academy
will soon be in a position to receive the henefits
which a thoroughly equipped institution must
confer. Inverness does not, for the present,
propose to establish an Academy. The Supers
intendent, referring to the state of education in
the city, says— The efforts of the Board under

the difficulties created by the action of & ma-.
jority of the City Council in refusing for a time,
to levy the required assessment, happily pre-
vented the public schools from being closed.
Baut for the prompt response made by the Gov-
ernment to their representations, the capital of
the Province would have presented the shame-
ful and disheartening spectacle of thousands of
children roaming its streets in worse than idle-
ness while almost every other sestion of the
country was liberally devoting its means and
energies ¢t the work of public education.”

The Provincial Secretary, having run, over
the principal facts given in the Report, conclad-
ed by expressing his coaviction that the people
at large would appreciate the action of the Leg
islature in having taken the great responsibility
upon it of dealing energetically with the educa-
tional system of the country.

The Report was referred to the Committee on
Education.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Hon. Prov. SEC laid on the table correspou-
dence with the Vice Admiral relative to the
formation ofa Naval Brigade.

Mr. C. J. CampeeLL introduced a bill to add
a polling place in the county of Victoria.

Mr- PrYOR, Chairman of Committee on Pri~
vate and Local Bills, reported up thwe bill relative
to the People’s Bank. PV

Mcr. AxNAND, in the disclm;‘{é of his duy as
a member of the Legislature, asked leave toper
sent & petition numerously signed by residents of
the town of Arichat praying that the bill now
before the House, to appoint commissioners of
streets for that plaee, should not be allowed to

a88.

? Mr. MyLLER said that those who had ever
visited Arichat would conf ss that few towns in
the Province stood in greater want of commis-
sioners of streets. As arule, the streets were
in a perfectly disgraceful condition, and conse-
quently when he was recently in the towna
number of the most influential residents ssked
him to introduce just such a bill 48 was before
the House. On looking over the petition just
presented, he found thatit was contemptibly
signed as regards numbers. There were not
more than half a dozen pames to this petition to
whom he felt disposed to pay any regard. At
any rate, it was pot such a petition as would
induce him to besitate in the discharge of a pub-
lic duty. He was confident, in fact he knew
that the bill was desired by the very great ma-
jority of the residents of Arichat. It wasa mat-
ter of notoriety that in rome cases the statute
labour money had been collected and pocketed,
without having been expended on the streets at--
all  In consequence of this fact, and the shame-
ful condition of the streets, he had been induced
to ";;ing in the bill before the House. The
mehner in which the petition came before the
House was sufficient evidence to him of the
quarter whence it emanated. He believed it
was not usual for any member to present a peti-
tion from another county than his own without
having, in the first place, shown it to one of the
representatives of that county.
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Mr. ANNAND might perhaps agree with the
hon. member that the streets of Arichat could
be improved. He knew nothing of the local
disputes of the county. The petition wag sim-
ply entrusted to him 2t the wish of 2 number of
infloential gentlemen of the town. The rela-
tions between himself and the hon. rember,
the House wasaware, precluded him from hav-
ing anv communication with the hon. member
on the snbject. He had simply discharged his
duty in presenting the petition, which appeared
to him most respectably signed—by justices of
the peace, shipowners, merchants, and clerk of
the peace.

Mr. CaurcuiLy pregented a pstition from
the inhabitants of Mount Uniacke, asking for a
way office.

Thebill ictroduced by Mr. Ray to legalize
certain proceedings of the Grand Jury in An-
napolis was read a second tims.

The house then went into committee on bills,
and passed the following—

To incorporate the Welsford Lodge of Free-
masons, Windsor.

To regulaie the terms of the Supreme Court,
Cape Breton.

. To authoriza a loan for the erection of a court
house and jail in the town of Sydney.

To incorporate the Grand Pre Lodge of Tem-
plars, Wolfville.

Some remarks were made relative to the bill
incorporating the St. Lawrence and Bay of Fun
dy Canal Company.

Hon. Prov. SEc, said that it was only neces-
sary to look at the geozraphical nature of the
country—to the narrow neck of land that sepa-
rated the two provinces of Nova Scotia and New
Branswick—to see the feasibility of the caral
‘When the work was completed, it would be of
great inter<provincial impor{ance, since it would
afford easy access to the Bays of Fundy and St
Lawrence, and enable vesgels to make three
voyages where they now oaly made one.

Mr. AxNaxD slluded to the practicability of
the canal, and the great accommodation it
would be to commerce. e remembered some
years sgo being the chairman of a committee
which bad reported on the very subject of this
canal to the house.

Hon. Mr. McFARLANE pointed <ut the ex-
tremely feasible character of the enterprize
The land was extremely level, there not being
raise above fiftecn feat over the whole distance.
The canal would be of great importance not orily
to this Province, but to all parties navigating
the 8t. Lawrence., The intention of the com-
pany was to make a ship canal, so that vessels
of all sizes could pass through it.

Mr. ArcrIBALD also expressed his satisfaction
to hear that there was a prospect of having so
desirable a public work carried out.

Hon ATtY. GenL. expressed the opinioa that
compan es of this character should rot have
been required to pay the usual fee of $20 asked
from companies incorporated for private objects.

Mr, Boorivot and other gentlemen approved
of the hon. gentlimun’s suggestion, and thought

15

the same principle should be applied to coal
companies.

Some discusrion took place in referance to
the clauso which exempts the company from
the payment of taxes until they are able to pay
six per-cent. on theiv expendiiure.  Some gen=
tlemen thought that the same principle ought
to be also applied to coal companies, if it was
carried out in the case of the company in ques-
ticn. The clause finally passed.

The bill to increase the capital stock of the
People’s Bank, and the bill relative to Ragged
Reef School, Cumberland, passed.

The committee rose and reported

Mr. CrurcHILL presented to the Government
z‘peaition relative to a light house in the Bay of

undy.

The House then adjourned until the next day
at 3 o'clock. :

Tuurspay, April 4.
The hiouse met at 3 o’clock.
BILLS.

Mr. MiLrer moved the second reading of the
bill relative to the appointment of Commission-
ers of Streets for the township of Arichat. He

aid he believed there was not a town in the
Province that was more in need of such a mea-
sure. As far as he was personally concerned,
it was a matter of indifference to him, but the
bill was introduced at the request of a large
number of the most respectable inbabitants of
the town. The fact that the petition against
the bill had been presented by the hon member
for East Halifax was a sufficient indication of
its general character; with the exception of
about half 2 dozen names, it was insigpificantly
signed, and ths fact that only a very few signa~
tures had been cbtained in a town of 2000 or
3000 inhabitants was an evidence that the gene-
ral sense of the community did not run
with the prayer of the petition. A summary
report which appeared recently in the Chronicle
had conveyed a very untrue impression as to
whathe (Mr. M.) bad said with respect to the
petition on a previous day, and although fair
play was not to be expected from that journal,
and although it was out of the power of the
Chronicle to ivjure him with his constituents, he
felt bound to repeat the qualification which he
had made in referring to the signatures The
Chronicle had said that the petition was signed
by the Clerk of the Peace and six or seven ma-
gistrates ; the former gentieman and some of
the latter were intended ‘o0 be included in tha
exception which he had made as to the respect
due to those who had signed, but he was assur-
ed that the Clerk of the Peace would be the last
man to sign & petition to be presented, as that
was, by the member for East Halifax. _Another
statement which should have been qualified wag
that the public moneys had been misappropriat-
ed by the officers hitherto entrusted with their
expenditure. He had intended the obseryation
to apply to the individual who got up the peti-
tion, and who was open to_the same charge in
reference to other trusts. He had mads these
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explanations in order to put himself right with!
one or two perscnal friends, and not from any:
fear that the misstatementis made would affect
his position, because the journal to which he
alluded had already gone too far to render that
possible, -

Mr. ANNAND said that be was not particn-
larly interested in the bill; he had merely dis-
charged his duty as & member of the house in:
presenting the petition. It was notbing un-
usual for one member to presenta petition
from the constituents of awother member.
The hon. gentleman’s remarks on the previous,
day bad fallen very differentl: on his ears
from those just uttered.

The bill passed.

Hon. ATTY. GEXN. introduced a bill further
to amend Chap. 70 R. 8., relating to Proviacial
Government Railways He said that some
difficulty had arisen in counties where there
were two Custoses aul Clerks of Peace as to
lwhich of them should do the acts required by

AW.
The bill to incorporate the Windsor and An-
napolis Railway Company passed a second
raading.

A number of private bills were read a third
time, and sent to the Legislative Couneil for

@ oncurrence.

Mr. BLANCHARD introduaced a bill to incor-
porate the Pictou Mining Company.

M. BILL introduced a bill to transfer the new:
Creek, Windsor, from the Commissioners of.
Sewers to the Commissionars of Streets.

Mr. UEBB presented a petition from James
Wambolt and others relative to the fisheries.

Legislative Council announced, by message,
that they had agreed to the bill to vest in the
COrown certain lands in Lunenburg; aleo, the
bill relative to representation in the General
Assembly; algo, the hill relative to certain
public officers and their salaries In the lat-
ter they iuserted an amendment requiring that
the-Treasurer’s cliief clerk should give bonds
to the amount of $2000. The amendment was
agreed to. The Oouncil also transmitted a bill
to incorporate the Cumberland Coal Mining
Compduy.

Hon.Mr, MCFARLANE,in reference to the last
mentioned bill, said that two companies which
had been spending a large amount ot capital
had agreed to nnite their means and operate
in concert. He presented a patition in faxvor
of the bill.

PETITIONS.

Mr. TOBTN presented four petitions from in-
habitants of St. Margaret’s Bay in reference to
the inspection of Pickled Fisb,and agsinst the
system of licensing American. fishermen. He
said thatthere was formerly a law under which
an inspector was appointed for each county,
but a change was made, and the matter was
1eft in the hands of the Sessinns —that the pe-
titions ware in favor of the old law, and asked
also that the classification of fish be assimilated
to that of the United Stutea.

Hon. F1N. 8&C., by _command, laid on_ the
table a petition from John F McCurdy asking
compensation for loss susiained in connection
v;i;.h the landing of the sick from the cholera
shlp

CITY RAILWAY.

Hon. ProV. SEC., by command, laid ou the

t able & cummunication from the Manager of

the Halifax Street Railway, in opposition to
the bill for the amendment of the Company’s
Act of incorporation e said that the house,
1863, passed a bill which became the charter
of the company,—bowever much inconveni-
ence may have arisen from its provisicus; is
was importan$ that the goed faith should be
preserved with a compang comiung into the
country and investing a large amount of capi-
tal under the security of the law which was
enacted He moved that the communication
l'g;ﬁ':ferred to tho committee on City of Halifax

Mr. MILLER said he supposed there was not
any intention of interfering with the fair and
legitimate exercise of the company’s rights,but
it should be remembered that the public had
rights also, and if the Legislature had given
away those rights it was only fair that they
should bs restored, or else that compensation
should be made to the injured parties. He felt
every desire to give the strongest oucourage-
ment to the company, but he thonght they
did not come before the Legislature free from:
all blame. The whola track, as 1aid down by
the company, was in violation of the act; it
had been provided that the track should be of
the most approved quality, and laid flush with
the atreet,~—he was not in a position to speak
of the quality of the rail, but parties, whoss
opinion was of value, had stated it to be a
cheap desoription of rail, for which Mr. O’Brien
had obtained a patent. In other placesthe rail
had a groove in which the whesls ran, and that
kiod did not interfere with the wheels of ve-
hicles There was not a foot of the track from
one terminus to the other that was not a viola-
tion of that important feature of the charter.
The only way to remedy tle inconvenience at
present existing, would be to pave the street
at each side of the rail. Not. only citizens but
farmers from ‘he country bad saffered great
loss and trouble from the present arrangenient
by having the wheels of their waggons knock-
ed off by contact with the track. The com-
pany having thns violated a fundamental pro-
visjon of their charter, were not in a position
to oppose legislation, intended to remedy the
evils they had inflicted. As to the usp of the
snow plough and salt, he did not think it was
intended, when the act was passed, to author-
jze the company to leave our atreets in the
state in which they were after their operations.
In other cities, situated like Halifax, the use
of the plough was not permitted, and, in To-
ronto, merchants of first character turned ont
and blocked up the streets in defiance of tho
company. A large class of persons. truckmen
and cabmen, were dependent on the street
traffic for their daily bread, and when Water
Street was cleared of snow, whealed vehicles
had to be used there and ruoners on other
streets, 80 that the business of these men was
seriously interfered with. Merchants also had
heen unable, in some cases, during the winter
to make shipments, except at a heavy expense,
in consequence of the state of the streete, He
was willing to give the company a fair and
even partial consideration of their claims, but
he considered some legislation necessary to
protect the rights of eitizens  He did not wish
to be understood that he expressed thess views
merely becanse he had been retained by seme
of the citizens in some proceedings which had
taken place,~on the contrary, he had told kiy
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clients that his action ig the house should
not be in the least degree affected by that cir-
cumstaunce.

Mr. BLANCHARD said that be would not
vote when the matter came before the com-
mittee on city bills, because he had been the re-
tained counssl of the company, and it was not
enasy for him to divest himself of his feelings in
that relation, however able thes member for
Richmond might be to do ro. He would mere-
Iy ask the house to suspend its judgment until
an investization could take place.

Mr. BoURINOT said that he had heard upon
all sides universal condemnation of the con-
duct of some individuals who had given a
helping hand to violate the law and oppose
the company in the exercise cf the rights
which the Legislature had given them. The
company had a right to demand that faith
shonld be kept with them, and an investiga-
tion would show that a gross injustice had
been done them. )

Mr S. CAMPBELL remarkec thatthe discus-
sion was premature,

Hon. Prov. S8ECY. concurred in this re-
mark. The matter could be much more sa-
tisfactorily discussed after the committee had
reported. )

Hon. Mr. SHANNON 8aid that all parties in-
‘arested would be summoned to attend befors
the committes, and a full investigation wounld
take plage.

Hon. ArrY. GEN. remarked that both the
company and the city authorities might be.
blameable for the inconveniences spoken of,
The streets could nof, without constant repair
be kept even with the track, and it was not
improbable that the City Council had left the
whole work to be done by the company. No
doubt much inconvenience had arisen. The
salt should not be-usad as to make a nuisance,
and the city authorities should certainly adopt
sotne better system of ropairing and cleaning
the streets. X .

Mr. TOBIN said that in this matter the city
authorities should be held hlameless to a great
oxtent, for when the original bill came up from
the City Council, there was a clause providing
that the streets should be paved to a distance
of three feet on each side of the rail, It waa
evident that as the street wore down the rail
must protrude and hinder the traffic to some
extent. He had raised his voice against the
provisions of the charter, on the ground that
‘Water Street, especially from the Ordnance to
Cunard’s wharf, was too narrow. He had al-
ways been convinced that it was unwise to al-
low a double track to be laid. He trusted that
the rights of the company, and of the citizens
as well, would be guarded. Another matter
which he wished to mention in connection
with this subject was, that some parties had
been encouraged by a former Government, to
purchase omnibuses for the railway traffic,
and this property had become valueless after
the railway had gone into operation. In other
cities a track was with a grove, in which
carriages conld run without auy difficulty, and
in some places only a single track was allow-
ed, the cars running up one street and down
another.

Mr, CHURCHILL thou&lht that hon.
should express their oi ions on the question,
Hg contended that the Lagialature was bound
to proteet & company who had obtained a char-

members

ter and invested their capital under it. The
interests of every individual should also be
protected as far as possible. It was well
known that the business streets of Halifax
especially Lower Water Street, were nearly
always blocked wih snow in winter, and that
would oblige the company to use runners for
a time, but they should riot be restricted from
using the snow-plow occasionally. He trusted
the.l difficulties wounld be obviated satisfao-
torily.

Mr. PRYOR said that the subject required
very eareful consideration. Great complaints
had arisen of injury bsing done to the truck-
men and cabmen by the street traffic baing ob-
structed, but if a right had been bestowed, the
house should be careful to guard its exerocise.
He would reserve any expression of opinion
until the committee reported.

The papers were referred to the committee
on City Bills,

Mr. MCKAY introduced a bill to change the
name of Rogers’ Hill, in the county of Picton.

The house adjourned.

Fripay, April 5.

The House met at 3 o’clock.

BILLS AND PETITIONS.

Mr. C. CamrBELL introduced a bill to add a
polling place in the county of Digby.

Mr. Prror presented two petitions—one from
Herring Cove and the other from Sambro, ask-
ing the House to appoint an inspector of pick-
led fish. .

TAXES ON MILITARY OFFICERS.

Hon. Mr. Smavvoy, from the Committee on
City Bills, reported in reference to petitions from
military officers asking to be relieved from the
pryment of certain city taxes. The committee
recommended a resolution to the effect that all
military officers be exempt from the school tax
and all taxation on their personal property.

Mr. Tos1x said that the Province did not con-
tribute a single shilling towards the expense of
the army and navy stationed here, and therefore
the officers connected therawith were deserving
of every consideration. He would go further
than the resolution proposed, and refund these
gentlemen the amount of taxation they had paid
on their personal property and real estate. He
did not think they should be obliged to pay taxes
on the houses they occupied.

Mr. BLANCHARD considered that the committee
baddone a very liberal thing. Taxes upon hou-
ses were really a part of the rent.

Mr. 8. CaMPBELL considered that if it was
right to relieve these gentlemen trom taxes for thie
support of schools and on their personsal pro-
perty, they should be exempt trom any taxation
on real estate. ‘He did not feel any partictilar
sympathy for the military authorities in this
country in view of recent events, but neverthe-
less they were here for the protection .ot' the
Province, and should receive every privilege
we could justly give to them

Hon. PROVINCIAL SECRETARY said that there
was a great deal in what the hon. member stated,

It was certainly unfair to trest those gentlemen
differently from what they were treated in other
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Colounies. They ouzht certainly to be exempt
from all taxes.

Hon. A1ty GeN. was anxious to give these
gentlemen every privilege they’were fairly en-
titled to. He did not think any distinction
should be made in reference to these taxes. At
the same time, he felt care should be taken lest
the landlords were the only persons who would
reap advantage from removing the taxation
off houses occmpied by military gentlemen.
Landlords, in such a case, might ask more rent.

Mr. BLancuarp eaid the course proposed by
the hon. member for Halifax would be equiva-
lent to making a present of money to the city.

Hon. Pro. 8gc. said that if there was any
ground for exempting these officers it was one
of & Provincial nature. They would have to
defend the Province.

Hon. FIx. Sec objected to taking money from
the Provincial chest to pay the city of Halifax
taxes for anybody. The citizens should rewmit
the taxes themselves

Mr. Pryor agreed with the hon. member for
Guysboro’ that it was yroper to relieve these
gentlemen from taxation as far as practicable.

Mr. Tcmiy proposed a resolution in amend-
ment~that all Jocal taxes levied on officers of
the army and navy shalf hereafter be refunded
by the Government.

Mr. McDo~sELL #aid that these officers were
here under the authority of the British Govern=
ment, and it is to that Government we owe ob-
ligations. He did not see why these gentlemen
should be entitled to privileges which they did
not receive in the parent State.

Hon. Mr. McFaruANE approved of the report
of the committee.

Mr. MILLER said ihiat it was his motion that
had been adopted by the committee, If the tax
were taken off real estate, it would rebound to
the advantage ot the landlord.

Hon. Pro. Skc. could not acres with such
opinions. The landlord only expected a certain
amouunt of rent, and it was nothing to him if the
tenant was relieved from taxation.

The matter was allowed to lie over for the
present.

MIBCELLANEOUS,

Mr. Lockre presented a petition from the
Custos and Overseers of the Poor at Shelburne
against the prayer of a petition presented on a
previous day.

Hon. F1x. Skc. laid on the table the following
petitions, by command:—

From — Isener, W. Smith, John Thorss,
Mary Hardy, respecting education.

Respecting road damsges.

J. Murphy, relative to Crown Lands.

William Condon, respecting a railway matter.

Inhabitants of Cape Breton, in reference to
miniog matters,

Thomas Harold, of Inverness, on the fish-
eries.

Mr, PARKER presented a petition relating to
the union of two school sections, and a bill in
accordance with the prayer thereof.

Mr. Ton1n presented & petition ot gentlemen
residing around the North West Arm in respect

to the Quinpool RKoad, He stated that the pub-
lic debt of this little city amounted to $666,000.
The interest of the debt was about $38,000 an-
nually; the police cost abput $14560 a year;
the t'ansaction of the civic busiress cost $53,000;
the taxes of the city wete over $100 000 at pre-
sent, or about $4 per bead He thought that
the Province should, under such circumstances,
assist the city to keep up so important a tho-
roughiare as the Quinpool Road,

Hox. Fi~. Sec. introduced an Act to amend
the Acts to Registration.

AGRICULTURE.

Hon. Mr. MCFARLANE asked leave to lay on
the table of the House the annual report of the
Board of Agriculture, and in doing so, stated
that he was able to say that that department
was working most satisfactorily. A very large
amount of benefit had been derived from its
establishment. It was well known to every
one thata very large proportion of the popula-
tion of this country was interested in agricul-
tural pursuits. The subject of agriculture at-
tracted the attention of “ Agricola” many years
ago, and through the influence of his writings
agricultural societies were established. In the
course of time, however, the interest of the peo-
ple dwindled, and but few societies existed
when the present Board was established a few
years ago. At present there were 58 societies
in Nova Scotia—in fact, they had increased in
all the counties. These sovieties were compos-
ed of 3000 members and had contributed $3200
in 1866. These funds were devoted for various
purposes connected with the promotion of this
branch of industry. The Board had devoted
the sums granted to thuin for the improve-
ment of stock. ¥or many years the stock of
this country had been steadily deteriorating
The stock imported by the Board had been
scattered over all parts of the Province.—
Everywhere was the yreatest interest taken in

rocuring new stock. At the recent sale held
in the autumn, the stock was competed for by
the counties of Cape Breton, where, it was be-
lieved, agriculture had not arrived at such a
perfection as to require such fine breeds of
cattle. These counties, however, largely com-
peted and carried away some of the best ani-
mals from those counties which lhad always
given a great deal of time and attention to
stock. The Board had endeavored for the first
time to get something like a statement of crops
—what crops best flourish in particular locali-
ties—what was the description of stock to which
the counties appeared best adapted. The
Board had chosen a stock farm at Shubenaca-
die, but unfortunately, owing to some defects
in the title, they were obliged to give it up,and
so far they had been unable to find a place
hat would answer their purgoses equally well,
The funds, however, devoted for that purpose
were deposited, and ready for use when requir-
ed. The gratifying fact had also been exhibit-
ed, that very large prices were willingly paid
by the people of the various counties for the
stock imported. This fact shewed the great
and growing interest taken in the agricultare
of the country.

Mr. MCDONNELL referred to the mode in
which the horses had been distributed through-
out the Province. It was the intention,he pre-
sumed, that the various sections into which the
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Province was divided should have the bernefit
of the services of these animals during the sea-
son. Inverness, however, among others, had
notenjoyed their services—though it is one of
the finest agricultural counties, and 1is particu-
larly noteworthy for its excellent horses.—
Richmond, also, was overlooked. Now hehad
ascertained that the horses had been sold, and
the Province deprived of their services.

Hon. Mr. MCFARLANE replied that it was
found that these borses were very expensive
to keep, and three of them were therefore sold
and one kept, The persons to whom they
wore sold had to give bonds that the animals
would not be sent out of the Province.

Mr. MCDONNELL pointed out what he counsi-
dered defects in the presentlaw. For two years
Inverness and Richmond had not had any re-
presentation at the Board. As the law now
stood, any two counties comhined together,
could keep the members within themselves
and exclude any section from having a repre-
sentation at the Board. e would recommend
that it should be made imperative that each
section should have a representative nt the
Board.

Hon. Mr. MCFARLANE said that the desire
was to make the Board as popular as possible,
and the appointment of representatives had
been left with the Agricultural Socioties. They
had four societies in Inverness. Three of them
never recommended any body. Two of these
three voted for Mr. Davenport, who did not live
il{lthe county, while the fourth did not vota at
all.
Mr. MCDONNELL said that was the reason
why the law should make it imperative on
each section to have a representative at the
Board, independent of the action of any socie-

os.

Mr, KAULBACK said that the horses had
been very judiciously distributed over the
country. As there has been no stock farm, it
was thought advisable to dispose of the horses
under certain conditions,

Mr. Ross said that he had been appointed by
a majority of the societies, and had always
done his best to promote the prosperity of such
associations. He would, however, go outin
the course of next year. Mr. Davenport, a
gentleman who took a great interest in agrical-
ture, had been appointed from Cape Bretou,

Mr. PARKER 8aid that it had been a mistake
to put too bigh & price on the horses during the
season. He was gratified at the readiness with
which the people, interested in farming, had
come forward and bid for the other stock. The
stock brought here realized exceedingly satis-
factory prices. Hereafter it would be received
at much less expense as the means of convey-
ing it would be more satisfactory, for we would
soon havespeedy communication by steamers
and eventually by rail with Canada. Each coun-
ty should have its representative at the Board,
and he knew that many societies were very ne-
gligent in making any recommendation. It
would be wise for the Secretary to make a no-
tice of those societies that had recommended
no one. He considered tbat the importations
of stock had been exceedingly satisfactory.
He thought it, however, injudicious to have
disposed of the horses, and deprived the coun-
try of their services. If we had a larger stock
oool(aiorses it would have done a great deal of
g

Hon. ATTY. GEN. said that the horses cost a
great deal, and thought they had been disposed
of at rates that were hardly a justification for
the coarse pursued. He was of the opinion
that these horses could have been kept at Shu-
benacadie or Truro for a small sum, and the
Province during the forthcoming year would
not have been deprived of their services, If
we expected to have anything of an improved
breed, the Liorses should have been kept to-
gether by the Government or else by some ca-
pitalist. 1f zo capitalist was ready to engaﬁe
in the enterprise, then it was the duty of the
Board to do s0. He believed we had the nu-
cleus of a very fine breed of horses in this
country, and therefore regretted that the Board
should have felt it at all necessary to have dis-
posed of the animals.

Mr. 8. CAMPBELL said that the people of
this Province were now paying a very large
sum for the staff of life, and urged that more
paing should be taken to encourage the growth
of wheat, He had now ia use in his own house
as fine flour as could be procured in Halifax,
and it was made of wheat grown on a piece of
Jand belonging to himself. Attention ought
also be paid to under-draining, so invaluable
to agriculture.

Mr. CHOURCHILL said that he fully agreed
with the remarks of the hon. member who had
preceded him, for he had learned with much -
regret that the horses had been disposed of.
No doubt these horses would find their way, in
course oftime, to the United States, where they
would bring the best prices. He was inclined
to believe that the farmers of this Province did
not pav that attention to the true principles of
agriculture that they ought to do. In the arti-
cle of ploughs, for instance, there was great
room for improvement.

Dr. HAMILTON alluded to the difficulties that
had arisen in connection with the purchase of
the farm. The horses, he explained, had been
found too great a source of expense; they had,
however, been sold under certain restrictions,
and were now just as available as if in posses-
sion of the board. He stated that the insect
which had hitherto prevented the satisfactory
growth of wheat was now disappearing, and
our farmers would no doubt be soon enabled
to return to that crop.

Mr. MCDONNELL said that the Government
ought to be just as_ well able to keep the
horses as private individuals.

Mr. D. FrRASER expressed Lis satisfaction
with the quality of the stock that had been im-
ported. He believed if good wheat was im-
ported at cheap rates, it would be a great ad-
vantage to the farmers.

Mr. HEBB alluded to his experionce in wheat
growing—especially to the satiafactory !results
thatacerued from the sowing of Russian wheat.
He believed that mouey might he advantage-
ously expended for the importation of a similar
description of wheat.

Mr. J. FRASER introduced a bill to incorpo-
rate the trustees of 8t. John’s Chureh, Albion
Mines.

Hon. Mr. SHANNON, from the committee on
City Bills, reported against the bill relative to
the market house in Halifax; also against the
bill relative to byelaws for the regulation of
markets, He reported up a bill relative to the
sale of grain and coal, with amendment,
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Mr. CRORCHILL presented to the Govern-
ment a petition from Five-mile River.
The house then adjourned till Monday.

MONDAY, April 8th,
The house met at 3 P. M.

MISCELLANEQUS.

Hon. FIN. 8rc. introduced a bill to amend
chap. 2 Acts of 1866. He said that the object
was to enable parties to withdraw from bond-
ed warehouses articles for manuafacture, giving
honds for the payment of the duties.

Mr. ToBIN said that some cargoes of mer-
chandize, after being deposited in the ware-
house, could be re-guaged before heing taken
out, and tbe duty paid according to the last
measurement, but articles of bulk could not be
re-weighed. There was frequently a great loss
of weight in a cargo of sugar, after remaining
warehoused for some months; and it was un-
fair to dealers and consumers to charge the
duty according to the origical weight. This
circumstance had seriously diminished the
trade with Canada. for purchasers there had
preferred going to New York, where they could
get the article re-weighed. There was vo dan-
ger of embezzlement from the warehouse, and
it was unfair to make parties pay for quanti-
ties which they did not get.

Hon. PiN. Sxc. thought that the practice of
paying duties on the original weight must have
originated in a desire on the part of the whole-
aale dealers to sell at the original marks., There
was no desire to exact a revenue from that
which did not go into use. He would make en-
quiries and ascertain the position of the mat-
te

T

The Legislative Couucil announced that they
had agreed to the bill concerning departmental
officers and tbeir salaries.

Mr, 8. CAMPBELL presented two petitions—
one for the removal of obstructions in Salmon
g;vet, the other for a way office at Indian Har-

T.

Mr. TOBIN presented a petition from A. M,
Unpiacke and 1500 other citizens of Halifax,
against the bill to amend the charter of the
City Street Railway Company.

Mr, Hill presented a petition from Hants, on
the same subject.

Mr. ANNAND preseuted three petitions from
Dartmouth, Bedford, and Elmsdale, on the
same suhject,

Mr. MCEKAY presented four petitions from
Pictou, on the same subject.

Mr. PRYOR presented a petition from citizens
of Halifax, praying for an amendment of the
charter of the City Street Railway Company.

Mr. ANNAND presented a petition from Wa-
verly asking for a change of Polling place,

Mr. TOBIN presented a petition from 875
merchants, grocers and liquor dealers asking
such a change in the license law as would pre-
vent the separation of the sale of groceries from
that of liquors. The petition also contained a
recommeundation from nine Aldermen.

Mr. PRYOR presented a petition from forty
junk dealers asking a reduction in the charge
for their licenses.

Dr. BRowN introduced a bl to incorporate
8t. George’s Lodge of Freemasons, Wolfville.

Mr. PARKER presented five petitions from
Colchester County against the proposed am-

endment to the Charter of the City Streat Rail-
way Company. .

Mr. HATFIELD introduced a bill to author-
:;e the inhabitants of Argyle to sella fire en-

ne. .

Mr. ANNAND called attention to an omission
in the Act recently passed in reference to re-
presentation: In the Acts of 1859 there was a
statute providing for nominations in the differ-
ent ridings. There was nothingin the bill to
show in what localities the nominations could
be held under the new law.

How ATTY. GENERAL 8aid that the matter
had not heen forgotten, but would be dealt
with when the amendment to the Act relating
to Elections was introduced.

Hon. FIN. 8ECY. by command laid on the
table several petitions in reference to loss on
the Railway. They were referred to the Rail-
way Committee. Also a petition in reference
to loss of money through the Post Office, which
was referred to the Post Office Committee.

Hon. PrOV. 8EC. 1aid on the table the Cal-
endar of King's College. Also further papers
relating tothé removal of Tweedell from the
Insane Asylum.

Mr. C. J. CAMPBRLL asked the government
tolay on the table a return of the quantities of
American coal admitted to the Province during
last year. '

Mr, PRYOR pregented a petition from a num-
her of inhabitants of polling district No. 11,
‘West Halifax, against a proposed change in
that district.

Mr. MACDONNELL moved that papers which
he had previously asked the Government to lay
on the table, in reference to a grant of Crown
Lands, be referred to the Crown Land Commit-
tee. Passed.

Dr. HAMILTON introduced a bill to authorize
the purchase of land and erection of a poor
house in Cornwallis.

Mr. ANNAND said that as the time was ap-
proaching when Fentlemen would be anxious
to become acquainted with the financial condi-
tion of the country, he was desirous of know-
ing whether any contracts had been entered
into with the Pictou Railway beyond the con-
tract with Mr. Fleming,

Hon. FIN, SEC. said that no contracts had
been entered into for matters included in Mr.
Fleming’s contract, but purchases of rolling
stock had been made.

WINDSOR AND ANNAPOLIS RAILWAY,

‘The housa then went into Committee on Bill,
and took up the bill to incorporate the Wind-
sorand Annapolis Railway Company.

. Mr. KiLLAM thought that this was not the
time for such a measure. It was essential to
ascertain the financial state of the country, so
as to see how the construction was to be pro-
vided for. He did not wish to oppose the ex-
tension, provided the Province had sufficient
means, and it should be remembered that the
revenues would be very small after Confedera-
tion. It would be seen also that the bill was
not the same as last Session, and the House
should be cautiousin making the change which
would leave too much power in the hauds of
the contractors.  The bill gave them the right
to build the road to Annapolis or Troop’s Point,
and a8 to the bridge, it was stipulated to be
built of iron, or otherwise as they mightthink
proper, while the former agreement was for a
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bridge with a roadway for the accomodation of
the public. These matters should not be left
indefinite in & work of such extént and impor-
tance.

Mr. CoLIN CAMPBELL said he was glad to
hear the member for Yarmouth express his
views on this question, as he (Mr. C.) intended
to ask for an extension to Dighy. 1t was evi-
dent that danger might arise from leaving too
much power in the contractors’ hands, and he
hoped that the Government would not allow
the terminus to be at Troop’s Point.

Hon. PRro. SEC,, as to the financial part of the

uestion, said that under Confederation Nova
gcoﬁa would be allowed to come in with a
debt of eight millions, and in case the debt ex-
ceeded that amount, the assets representing
the increased amount would belong to the Pro-
vince. The delegates had found it impossible
to make a éontract for the extension except on
the terms of allnwing the contractors to choose
from the routes surveyed by Mr, Fleming, but
the best guarantee that could be desired was
- the fact that those gentlemen were investing
large sums of their own money, and their in-
terest depended on a selection that would be
favorable for traffic. The reason why a road-
way had been stipulated for in the Windsor
Bridge was that a sum was provided for its
construction, and that sum was more than
sufficient for & wooden railway bridge, but the
cost of an iron one would be largely in excess,
and therefore the company could not be asked
to provide a roadway.

Mr. 8. CAMPBELL said that when the Go-
vernment or their officer made a contract under
the aunthority of an Act, the terms of that act
should be kept in view. The law authorized
the Government to enter into a contract for an
extension from Windsor to Annapolis, while
the agreement left a discretionary power which
bad not been autharized. It counld not be said
that Annapolis county was meant, for in that
case the road might stop at the very border.
If the agreement were not consistent with the
Act it was not binding in the Legislature. The
Governmens, therefore, had not shewn that re-
gard for the law which they should haveshewn,

and they might as well have contracted for the-

road to be carried to any other part of the Pro-
vince as:to Troop’s Point. As to the bridge,
he thought it was understood that ample ac-
cominodation should be. afforded for the ordi-
uary traffic, but this had been lost sight of.
‘These facts should throw matters connected
with the work into their original position, and
that-being the case it wonld ba wise to con-
slder whether the country was in a position to
carry on the extension.

The SPEAKER said that his position prevent-
ed him on most occasions from mingling in
debate, and he regretted that the Government
had not enabled him by allowing the House to
o into committee on the general state of the
Provinee, to express his views on the great
public question before. He, however, had nt
last an opportunity of giving to his constituen-
¢y his views on the subiject. The railway
policy was one that he had been educated up
to by Mr. Howe, and ever since that gentleman
moved on the question, he had felt that that
subject and the question of the Union of the
Colonies, te which public attention was then
turned, were matters which, in the interest of

he Province, shonld he steadily kept in view.

In speaking upon the latter question, it was
not improbable that ke spoke to his own pre-
judice; but he was nct the man who would fail
to give the people his views, or who would paua-
der for a geat in the house when a question in-
volving the interests of the Empire was brought
forward. He would be happy toresign his
seat and retire from public life, if called upon
to do so, on the question of Confederation. He
put the two questions of Railway Extension
and Union on the same ground as regards the
breadth of view in which they should be re-
garded. 1t was greatly to be regretted that
such opposition had been shown to the Weat-
ern Extension, and it was surprising to see the
rejoicing when Knight and Company failed in
their engagements, As to the objections raised
by the member for Yarmouth it was well
known that the previous agreement was word-
ed in precisely the same way. He would bave
preferred that all mention of Troop's Point had
been omitted ; but any man knowing the West-
ern part of the country would have no hesita-
tion in saying that the road could not stop there.
He well recollected the opposition given in
1831 by the member for Yarmouth to railway
construction, and the cry all thkrough the coun-
try was that the country would be ruined, and
the tax-gatherer would be at every door, but
it was found that notwithstanding the exten-
sion to Pictou, our road and bridge service was
doubly as well provided for as it was in 1851.
The same difficulties as to the terminus had
arisen in connection with the Pictou line, and
the same local feeling would always exist, but
memhers must rize superjor to such influences.
There could be no doubt that this line, instead
of stopping either at Annagolis or Troop’s
Point, must eventually reach the Bay of Fup-
dy, and for that purpoge must go to Digby Gut.
In a few days his colleague would move a
resolutioh, which he trusied, would receive the
unanimous assent of the house, authorizing the
Government to contract for the extension of
the road tothe waters of the Bay of Fundy.
With such 2 line of communication, the dis-
tance from Halifax to Portland would be
lessened by hundreds of miles.

Hon. ATTY. GEN. ¢aid he was not surprised
at the obstruction to the bill. The Govern-
ment were told, in introducing the resolution
for the extensicn, that they were not sincere,
and had talken the step merely to secure sup-
port for the Pictou line, that had been repeated
over and over again, and some members in-
terested in the Western counties were rather
pleased when the commercial depression in
London epabled them to point to the scheme
as a failure. He had never felt any duty a
moroe pleasing one than wheu he took steps to
carry out the terms of the act, and to give to
the western people the road which they had
been expecting. Mr. Killam’s desire seemed
to be that the people should comsider the mat-
ter and decide,—if he knew anything of the
people they were anxious to keep their honor-
able obligations, aud you had only to shew
them that ther were in justice bound to do
anything in order to induce them to demand
that it should be done, It was not at that time
to be considerell whether the road should be
built,—that had been decided long ago. The
opposition had increased very much in their
solicitude to secure the advantages of the road
to Annapolis since the time when they voted
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against giviog the road at all,—he congratulat-
ed members on their change of views, and was
willing to admit that further security should be
pressed for if it could be obtained, but it should
be remembered that the original Act said
nothing about the bridge excepting for the rail-
way traflic, and £40,000 was agreed on as the
sum that the Province should pay for that
work, but it was found that a substantial
bridge, affording the desired accommodation,
could not be built for donble the money, and it
bad to be left with the Company to build as
good a wooden bridge as they couid, if not of
stone, and it would be to their interest to make
it substantial as the cost of its maintenaunce
would rest on them. Nothing was said in the
act of 1ast year about the bridge, and it was
only in London, in 18G5, that the first mention
was made of it, and the company asked the
insertion of a clause to authorize them to build
an iron or stone bridge if possible, but not ob-
li%ing them to make the roadway in addition.
The Government then had acted in this matter
according to their instructions, and would have
been blamed for going heyond their commis-
sion if the negociations had failed in conse-
quence of further accommodation being insist-
ed upon. As to the route, 2 survey had been
made, and the company insisted on having the
selection of lines; but one great inducement to
the enterprise was that the road might be made
the through route to the United States, con-
necting Halifax with some place from which a
ready passage could be made to New Bruns-
wick and enabling passengers to be in Montre-
al or Boston as soon as by steamer. In order
to do 8o the company had resolved to build
such a road thatthe journey to Annapolis conld
be made in four hours, and they would require
bridges of a very substantial kind. The true
interests of the country had been well cared
for in securing a first class road for the amount
of the subvention. 8o strong was the opinion
in the minds of some that no company could be
got to do the work for the sum offered, that a
member of the Upper house had voted last
year against the bill on that ground. The Gov-
ernment had, however, been enabled to com-
plete the contract for the amount offered, and
the effact of the capitalisation would be highly
favorable in a financial point of view.

As to Annapolis being mentioned in the ori-
ginal bill as the terminus, it would be observed
that in the contract Troop’s Point was also
mentioned, and the contract was embodied in
the act; but even if it had been otherwise, the
duty of the Legislature was to take a fair and
broad view of the matter,and not to take techni-
cal objections, ~ 'When the question had been
previously under discussion, it was considered
that Annapolis might not be the best terminus
in consequence of the tide and for other rea-
sons; and although it would have been prefer-
able to have had the line to that place, in order
to extend it to Digby and Yarmouth, yet all
the interests had to be looked to, and the con-
tractors insisted on hayvingthe alternative. The
act, however, provided that not a mile should
Ve built except on the recommendation of the
engineer, and the contractors possessed no pow-
er to force it to Troop’s Point. All these stipu-
lations were in the former agreement with
Knight & Co., which was ratified last year,and
the objections, therefore, camea year too late
The fears of some gentlemen, however as to

the road being built to Troop’s Point, were
groundless; it would be built to Annapolis and
was located there already. Some gentlemen
would, no doubt, be sorry it would not go to
Troop’s Poing, so that they could have some-
thing to grumble at. The arrangement made
by the delegates in reference to this railway
was the only railway negotiation that had been
effected daring the year, owing to the depressed
condition of business; and the Government
having so far succeeded, and having acted in
good faith, the house was in duty bound to ful-
fil the engagements entered into under its au-
thority.

The SrEAKER expressed his pleasure at
hearing the announcement that the road would
go to Anpapolis and not to Troop’s Point. He
was not aware of this in making his previous
observations, but he had felt little doubt on the
subject from what he knew of the locality. As
he would not be in a position to speak to the
resolution for the extension to Digby when his
colleague might move it, he would say a few
words on that subject. He did not wish that
proposition to interfere with the bill under dis-
cussion, but when the latter was disposed of
no gentleman could fairly consider the request
that would be made an unreasonable one.
Any one acquainted with the Western part of
the country and its capabilities must be aware
that the people would not remain satisfied so
long as the public improvements they required
were within the means of the Province. It
would seem that the hon. member for Yar-
mouth was desirous of preventing the railway
moving any further Westward than at present,
but if he would soften a little in his desire to
oppose the Government he would feel it his
duty to come to the aid of Western countries,
In five or seven years the road might be ex-

ected to reach the town of Yarmouth, for as
Fong as the public finances warranted it, the
Western extension would be demanded.

Mr. LONGLEY regretted that the members
for Yarmouth and Guysboro’ felt it their duty
to oppose the bill; the former bad a direct in-
terest in the extensﬁon, and the latter wasiu
no position to complain after the favorable con-
sideration that the Eastern interest had receiv-
ed. By the pro,}'ected railway Yarmouth would
be placed within a day’s journey of the capital,
and it was therefore difficult to believe that
the hon. member was truly representing his
constituency in making the captious objections
he had made to the contract. The members
for the Wespern counties had supported the
Picton extension from a sense of duty, and bad
thereby established a strong claim to the sup-
port of the other members on this question.
Too much credit could not be accorded to the
Government for their untiring efforts in relation
to this cuntract, But for the presence of the
delegates aud their exertions in London no
contract would be in existence. The Annapo-
lis Railway would be built on much more
favorable terms than the existing lines. Asto
the extension to Digby, he thought that when
the road reached Annapolis all would have
been done that could reasobably have been
asked. The measure was entitled to the sup-
port of all members representing the Western
constituencies, for the terms were so favorable
that not only local, but the general interests of
that part of the country were benefited. As
to the Pictou line, he rejoiced to be able to say
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that by the 31st May it would be in a fit condi-
tion to carry the whole traffic, and this was
updér an arrangersent that was so emphati-
cally condemned a year ago. The question of
our railway extension was involved with the
question of Confederation, and the success of
the Government in maturing the contract. was
to a great extent due to the fact that the Union
of the Colonies had been secured. Too much
praise could not bhe accorded to the Govern-
ment in relation to the bill.

Mr. ANNAND expressed bisregret at hearing
the opposition styled obstructive, because they
had Jiscbarged their daty in criticising the
measure before the house. It was not correct
to say that he was opposed to western exten-
sion, but he denied theright ofthe Government
to insert any provision in reiation to Troop’s
Potot in the contract.

Hon, ATTY. GEN. said that the name was
used in the contract which was part of the act
of last year.

Mr. ANNAND denied that the act of 1865 au-
thorized the use of the word. It was well
known that the cost of construction would be
cheaper on the porth side of the river tban on
the south side, and that it might be a gain to
the contractors to adopt the vorthern route; but
looking to the interests of the country, and the
probability of an extension to Yarmouth at
some fature day, be thought it should termin-
ate at Appapolis. Troop’s Point is a quarter
of a wile above the ferry and deep water, and
would therefore be quite useless asa terminus,
This fact should baveinduced the Governwent
to secure the line 2nd termwinus beyoud the dis-
cretion of the contractors. It would, too, be of
importance to cowvsider this question in rela-
tion to the finauncial position of the Province
under Confederation.” The debt incurred by
Nova Scotia béyonad the eight millions would
be treated as aloan, on which five per cent.
must be paid to Canada; aud asthe country
was in a trapsition state, he tlLought a little
more enquiry sbould be bestowed on the sub-
ject. He assumed that the indebtedness of
Nova Scotia amounted to considerably over
five millions, in addition to two and a balf mil-
lions for the Pigtou railway and rolling stock,
This, with over a million for the Annapolis line,
would probably bring our debt up to nine mil-
lions, ' Assuming this to be the case, we would
comwende Counléderation with a debt ofa mil-
lou of dollars, which would stand as a first
charge on tbe local revenues, Astothe bridge
he would only say that as urder the original
agregment. jt waa intended to give accomoda-
tion for foot passengers and vebicles, a great
wrong had now been done to the inhabitants of
Hants and Kings in not makieg such a provi-
sion as would give them a free passage over
the river for all time to come. He thought the
house should pause, and take up the queation
after fuller information had been given.

Hon. ATTv. GEN. 5aid that there was no
doubt agreat deal in the suggestion of the hon.
member, and that an estimate of the character
asked for would be of value. But the present
was not the time to bring up such an estimate.
The Province had already incurred liabilities
in connection with this railway, and must
carry out it8 agreement. A vproper time no
doubt would come when the hon. member could
have his'wishes gratified. It was a great pity

: 15 )

that hon. gentlemen would not take the trouble
of reading public documents before coming for-
ward and making iocautious and incorrect
statements. If the hon. member would look at -
the act of 1866 he would find that it recited the
agreement. (The hon. Atty. General hers read
from the act to show that the agreement was
made part of it.) That being so, he went on to
say, were they not justified in assuming that
the house would ratify the agcreement that was -
made conditionally, in case it should be shown
to be the best line?

Mr. 8. CAMPBELL said that it was the pri-
vilege of the minnrity to criticise the arts of
the Government, for they were there for that
purpose. The question he had to consider was
not whether he was opposed to the Annapolis
Railway or pot, but whether the Government
had performed their duty in a business-like
manner. He contended that they bad failed to
do so. The hon. member had referred to the
Act of 1866, but the articles of agreement recit-
ed the Act of 1865. They were bound by thé
terms of that act and should not go one iota

beyond it. The house should not be asked to -

take the mere ipse dizit of the hon. gentleman,
that the company had abandoned Troop’s
Point—it should be shown in black and white.
He (Mr. C.) felt that it was his duty not merely
w‘{)rotecc the rights of the !E’eople of Guysbo-
rough, but of the whole Province as well.
When be saw an injustice being done to any
portion of the people, he was bound to state
Lis objections.

Hon. PROV. SEC. said that the arguments of
gentlemen opposite shewed very clearly how
difficult they fonnd it to find faule with the
Government. No ghservations could be more -
puerile than those that had been made in the
course of the afternoon by the opposition. The
house had solemnly pledged itself to the con-
struction of the railway,aund after a year's de-
liheration had re-affirmed that decision, The
Government baving been charged to make &
contract for the construction of theline immedf-
ately set to work to perform the duty entrust-
ed to them. They entered into a contract with
parties to build a railway to Anbapolis town
or to Troop's Point, and the house, with that
contract hefore them, deliberately re-afirmed
their former decision, and authorized the carry-
ing out of their agreement. Though the hon."
member was told that the representatives of
the Government, when in London, could ox}
make the contract by leaving it optional wit]
the company to go to Annapolisor Troep’s
Point—both of which points had been left gyv
the house to the choice of a previous contrac-
tor—yet he now declared that they should not
have entered into the agreement at all for the
construction of the road, but should have de-
prived the western counties of that means of
railway communication with the capital which
they 80 anxiously desired, and to which the
faith of the Province had been pledged. He
felt it was the greatest compliment that could
be paid to the Government for gentlemen
opposite to take up the time of the house with
objections and assertions which everytoly
must feel were perfectly puerile and unworthy
the serious consideration of any intelligent
mau, :

The house would remember that these hon.
members once undertook to settle the railway
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policy of this country, but did they carry the
road to Annapolis? They put on the Statute
Book an act pledging themselves to carry the
road to Victoria Beach, instead of going to the
town of Annapolis, to which they now declared
it should go. The Government were author-
ized by the deliberate vote of the house a year
ago ¢ carry the road to Troop’s Poiung, if ne-
cessary ; not o single member then rose to ob-
ject to such a policy.  When the Government
catne to negotiate this matter, the best terms
they could obtain were thatthey sbould leave
this matter an open question for ths contracs-
ors to decide. As respects the other matter in
question, he would again wention that as the
iron bridgs would cost a great deal, the com-
pany were unable to include the roadway at
the same time.

Mr. 8, CAMPBELL said that the agreement
did not state thatthe bridge would be of ivon.

Hon Prov. SEC. replied that the agreement
providesd that the bridgeshould bo constructed
in one way or the other. Ifitwas builtof wood
then the roadway would have to be included-
If it was, on the other hand, construcced of
iron, the roadway would not bemade. By the
following letter it would be seen that the com-
pany had decided to build the work of iron:—

24 Creat George Sireet,
Westminister, 8. W., February 2, 1867,
DEAR SIR,~—

“ We have very great pleasure in informing
you that we have made all arrangements
necessary for the due completion of this lins,

Qur first and most important step, that of
providing the capital vecessary for the com-
pletion and equipment of the line, we have
arranged withan eminent city firm;and for
the security alike of the Province, the capital-
ists just alluded to, and ourseclves, we have
deemed it advisable to let the contract to Mr.
Thomas DBrassey, who bas undertaken the
same, and is pow incorporated with us in the
company established for the purposes of the
railway. . X

We may add, that itisour intention to ex-
ecute the works in a manuoer that we believe
will give you entire satisfaction, and we have
concluded to bui'd the Windsor bridge of iron.

As this latter work will have to be prepared

ere, we have telegraphed to our agens, Mr,
Grant, to come over with the plans of this and
the other bridges by the next steamer, that the
work may be immediately let; and we have
made such arrangements as we believe will
enable us to finish the principal bridges during
the coming season, and the whole line by the
end of the yoar 188.”
‘We lave, &c.,

W. H. PUNCHARD,

EDWIN CLARK,

FREDERICK BARRY.
To the Hou. CHARLES TupPpER, Provincial

Secretary.

Mr. Kirpan said that he thought il unwise to
bave allowed the contrector to take his choice
of two pointa of termination, or to build the
bridee of iron or wood. He was of opinion that
the Government should have kept the company
to the roadway What he urged particularly.
however, was that the Government should show
the House and country what our financial posi-
tion was likely to be. It was now admitted that

if we exceeded the debtof $8,000,000, we would
have to pay the excess, though the assets would
be placed to our credit. The assets, in the case
of the present ratlway, would be nothing, for
they belonged to the company. It wasthe duty
of the Government to show how we were to raise
the large sum required for the work and at the
same time have money enough to provide for
other things. When the House wascalled upon
previously to deal with this question, it was un-
der very different circumstances, then we had
our revenue ¢ fall back upon, whereas now the
largest por:ion was handed over to Canada If
things remained as they were we could baild the
railways to Aunnapolis, to New Brusswick, to
Pictou. and eventually to Yarmouth—in fact,
from one end of the Province to the other. He
believe that the terms ot the contract were in-
jurious to the best interests of the country. The
company were allowed to choose the way
through the coun‘ies of Annapolis and Kings,
besides t0 obtain gratis all lands reguired for the
railway track and appurtepancee, They wers
to build such & railway as they might think pro-
per —in reality, there was nothing tinding on
them. They could use arail that would not
weigh much above 30 1bs. to the yard. Ho cal-
culated the cost for a mile of rails wou'd be
$1820; the cost of slcepers would be about $400;
and the whole cost of a mile of roadway would
be $172Y, It was quite evident that the com-
pany would have to take little or nothing out of
their own pockets. He did not like to sea the
government getting mixed up with private com-
panies But when they did make a bargain,
they should take care that it was a safe one for
the Province. If we went on as wa are now,
and built all the railwavs ourselves, our debi
would reach say $18,000,000, on which we
would have to pay an interest of about $750,000.
Qur revenues from excise and customs would
amount to at least $1,260000. We would,
therefore, have $500 0,0 independent of tha raile
way ioterest, with a duty of say 10 per cent.
With our revenues under our own control, we
could ipcrease them if necessity compele
led us, Besides there was no doub} that the
railways to Annapolis, Pictou and New Bruns-
wick, under proper managerent, would
bring us oneor two per cent. Even the pre-
s nt railway, extravagantly asit was worked,
had left something above its working expeuees.
As the trade increased, the diff:rent railway ines
wou'd become producive, and eventually
we would be in a position to build a road to
Yarmouth As it was now, however, no such
results could be expected. The revenues were
to be taken from under our own control, and we
were obliged to get along the best way we could
under most adverse circumstances.

Hon. A1y, Gy, said that it was really most
refreshing to hear the hon. member for Yare
mouth, who had so frequently urged that the
country was not in a condition to build rail-
ways, now declaring that we should go into
debt to the extent of $18,000,000 for such pab-
lic works. It would b2 remembered that the
hon. member had, on & former cccasion, even
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made an apology for voti g for the Pictou Rail-
way, becaus2 it prevented us from going into
debt for tho Intercolonial Raitway; he voted for
the former because it was the lesser evil. Now
the hon. member said that we should build rail-
ways to pnnapolis, to Pictou, to New Bruns-
wick ang everywhere else In fact there was
not a day . hat the hon, member did not aesume
some inconsistent position ; it was impossible to
know where to find him, so erratic was his pub-
lic policy. The hon. wember bad just declar-
ed that the Government ¢ hould not have enter-
ed into the agreement but anybody who knew
him would feel that if they had not done so he
would have been the first to complain that they
}Il]ad sacrificed the interesis of the West to the
Tast.

Mr. Corrin said that it was assumed by the
Government that we would pass into ¢ onfeder-
ation with a debt of $8,000 000. Anything that
exceeded that amount would have to be paid
for us. Now it appeared that the first charge
upon the little revenues left us would be the in-
terest on this raillway. If we had no other
me«ns of paying it, we must do it by direct
taxation. He would be quite willing to pay for
the Windeor and Annapolis Railway if he could
see any way of doing so. We were legislating
ahead of the means at the disposal of the coun-
try, and saddling it with a debt which it wonld
be most difficult and burdensome to pay. He
was quite positiv: that instead of going into
Confederation with a debt of $8,000,000, the
amount would be rather $9,000,000, -

Mr, ToniN said that it seemed fo Lim that
gentlemen were always looking for troubles,
and anyone listening to the debate that after~
unocon would imagine that the country was on
the verge of ruin. He saw our revenues in-
creasing, our railways ex:ending and opening
up new sources of trade. all branches of indus-
try prosperous 2nd progr- ssing, and yet it was
said that we were unable to get along. IHe eaw
ahead, not a prospect ot ruin, but of prosperity
QOur revenue in 1850 was nont above $382,000.
Then we were told thatif we built a single
mile of railway we would be ruined. Now we
had a revenue of nearly a million and a half of
dollars, derived from the same sources. We had
built railways, devoted large sums to educa-
tion. roads and bridges, and other great public
improvements, and yet the people were not.op-
pressed with taxation, but were less burdened
than any other country in the world. He did not
expect, however ever to flad the hon. member
for Yarmouth satisfled; it was his privilege to
find fault with all Governme-ts. The Govern
ment had only dooe their duty in redeeming
the pledge they had given to the people of the
‘West. He was unable to see on what ground
some hon. members argued that the construc-
tion of the Apnapolis Railway would burden
the local revenue. Mere assertion, however,
amounted to nothing, and that was all the hon.
gentleman and his friends indulged iv,

Mr. AxNaxo said that his hop, friend had at-

empted to prove too much. If our revenue

L]

had morve than trebled since 1830, it proved that
Nova Scotia was now a prosperous country, and
that any chaoge in our political condition wss
unneceseary. We wera to exchange this pros-
perons state of things for a union, under which
we would hand over our revennes to Canads,
and only get back a palt y sum in return. He
was 2ls0 qui‘e prepared to prove by figures thst
if we were left in the possession of our revenucs
we would scon be in a position to extend our
railways both to Yarmouth und the Gut of
Canso.

Fion. F1:. SECRETARY said that he would suge
gest to the hon. member the advisability of take
ing into corsideration the possibility of the pre-
sent Government having control of the revenuee,
The House remembered that, under the finan}
cial management of the hon. gentleman, the
Province went backward to the tune of many
thousand dollars a year, whereas the revenue
wentup the moment he and his friends were « u$
of power. It would be therefore necessary fcr
the hon. member, in making hy pothetical assers
tions as to the revenues and what could be done -
with them, to take into consideration who would
have charge of them. Everybody, in the most
remote settlements, always expected to find the
hon. member for Yarmouth bringing something
about railways into every speech he may make.
When the hon. member asked for information
respecting the financial position of the Province,
he was quite aware that he had every paper un
der his ha @ requisite for his purpose. He did
not wonder at the assertions of the hon. member
tor Shelburne (Mr Coffin) who could not be ex«
pected to be go well informed on such sutjects
a3 the hon. member for Yarmouth. When the
hon. member for Shelburie declared that we
wonld enter the Confederation witha debt of
£9 000,000, he did it for merely elec:ioneering
purposes, and without anything whatever to sute
tain him. He was quite gratified, however, at
the arguments adduced by gentlemen opposite,
for they clearly proved that they bad really no
substantial reason for finding fault with the
our-e pursued by the Government.

Mr. HATFiEI D 8aid it was the duty of every
body to exprees his opinion on a subject of such
great importance.

Dr, Hamrictoy said that he had watched with
much surprise the course pursued by a certain
public journal, and a certain party in this coun-
try in referenc: to this railwav. It was now,
however, settled deapits all the prognostication s
of the opposition, that Kings and Annapolia
would have the railway, owing to the strenun g
exertions of the Government. He thought tl¢¢
the railway had been surveyed through tie
wrong route in the county of Kings. He w:ig
quite satisfled, however, to kaow that we weig
to have the road at last constructed. Hedidn ¢
attach any importance to the figures which
gome gentlemen were so fond of adducmg on
every poesible accasion. It wes well known
that figures could be twisted in any shapa ore
chose. It was urged many years ago, the Prce
vince was not in a position to build railways
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and yet she had done so witkout burthening the
people to any large extent. Qur revenues were
increasing, and the country generally was pros-
perous. As this prosperity increased, the funda
at our dispoeal would grow larger. Under all
the circumstances he believed that there was no
reason for the fears entertained by some gentle-
men; they were either chimeras of the imagina-
tion or got up for electioneeriog purposes.

The bill then passed through committee.

The House then adjourned.

TUESDAY, April 9.
The house met at 3 o’clock.
PETITIONS,

Mr. KILLAM pressuoted a petition from Ar-
gylain referance to a light housa.

Mr. COFFI¥, a petition from Barrington re-
lative to the nrotection of the fishories.

Mr. MORE, petition for the alteration of a
post ride,

BILL.

Mr. BOURINOT introduced a bill in reference
to s joint stock enmpany.

Hon. ATTY. GEN. sugeested a general biil for

the winding up of joint stock companies, which
were now hecoming ro numerous in this coun-
try It would be well to refor the matter to a
gelect committee.
. Mr BOURINGT agreed to the hon. member’s
sugges:ion, and the committeo was composed
of the A'tarney General. Financial Secretary,
Miller, Blanchard, and S. Camphall,

Hon. PROV.SEC. read a telegram frcm Mr.
Fleming stating that an engine bad gons aver
the rails all the way to Pictou, on an exveri-
meuntal trip. The experiment had succeaded
perfectly.

Hon. FIN. SEC. !ni1 on the tahle tha renort
of Mr. McNab in respect to a ferry across Len-
nox Pansage.

The bill in reforence t» the Windsor and
Annagolis Raiiway was read a third time and

assed.

r Hon. ATTY. GEN, as chairman of the com-
mittee appointed to confer with a commiites
of the Council, read the following resolution,
which bad been adopted :—

“Resoived, That a bumble address bse pre-
sented 1o her Majesty the Queen requosting
that whenever hereafter the members of the
Legialative Council shall be reduced to 18, the
pumber shall not ba further Incressed; and
that Her Majesty will be graciously plsased
to establish tha number of the Legislative
Council of this Province at 18 members, and
to provide that absencs for two sessions con-
sacutively shall vacate the seat of a Council-

or.

*Resolved, That a conferencz bo requestad
with tbe House of Assembly, Ly committee,
on the genaral state of tha Province, and that
the commitree of this House be requested to
communicate to the committee of the Assem-

- bly the foregoing resolution.”

The House then went intocommittea on bills,
and passed the bill to incorporate the Prince
of Wales Lndge of Odd Fellows; the hill to
amend 'he act incorporating the R. C. Bisbop
of Arichat; the bill to incorporate the Caledo-
nia Lodge.

The committee rose and reported.

Hon. Mr. MCFARLANXE iuntroduced a bill re-
lative to the Roman Catholic cemetery at Dart-
month

The bill to provide for- the more effectual
preventinn of cruelty to animals was read a
second time.

The House adjourned.

WEDNESDAY, April 10
The House met at 3 o'clock.
MISCELLANEOUS.

Mr. HEBB presented a petition relative to
protection of the fisheries, )

Mr, ANNAND presented a petition from Tan-
gier and another fiom Spry Harbor on the
same rubject,

Mr. BALCAM presanted a petition from East-
ern Passage and another from Shoal Bay, re-
lative to inanection of fish.

Mr. BOURINOT asked the government to lay
on the table the memorial and plans eounsct-
ad with the bridge over Little Bras d'Or. Also
the papers counected with the erection of the
light. house ar Gurgen Istand,

Mr. DONKIN in‘rvduced a hill to amend
chap, 49 K. S., relating to County! Assess-
men's, ’

Mr LocCKE intenduced a hill relative to the
Fall term of the Suprema Cour* a', Shelburne

Hon Pro SEC, by command, laid on tho
table paners relating to the sale of a school
house at Shelburne,

PETITIONS.
tion, FIN, “EC. laid on the ‘table the follotw-
ing list of pelitions for mouvey votes:—
Post Chmmunication.
Mail Carrier, 6 AMile Brook—
Iohabitants, Weymonth—presented by Mr.
Campbell,
Do, Kenrville
J.C Mborge, Sandy Co. Dighy.
J. Calahan, Syduey.
. P. Jones, Weymouth.
H. B Prince, Renfrew.
A Martell, Cow Bay, C. B.
J. B. Gray, Halifax.
Inkabitants, Weyniouth,
Do. - Lingan. .
Do Albion Mines.,
H. B. McNutt, Co. Cumhsr!and—presented by
fon Mr McFarlane,
Postmaster, Co. Inverness.
Inhabitants, Broad Cave. )
W. O. KXeeper, West Dablin.
Inhabitants, Co. Lunenburg—Presented by
Mr. Kaulback,

Do Do
Do Do,
Do Do,
W. 0. Xesper, Do.

Inhahitants, Summerville. . .
Do Co Luuenburg—presented by Mr.
Jost, M. P. P

Do Long Isla.r;d, Qo. Dighy,
Do Mt . Uutacke, Gold Mines.
Do Cape George - Mr, Henry,

C. R. Warner, Me Iford—Mr, Hamilton, «

Inhabitants, Waterville~ o i

J. M. Parker, Berwick— “ o u

Postmaster, Laurencetown, . [

Iutabitants, Newport, Co, Hants. - -

Postmaster, Oo. Queen’s—presented by Mr, J.
Campbell, [}
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“F. W Creighten, Falifax
W. 0 Keefe, Mill Creek—Mr. Whitman.

. ‘Do. Litle River—Mr. Wade.
Inbabitants Indian. Farbor—Mr. 8 Campb=il.
@, Fowler, Wes: Aylesford—Dy Hamilton,
@& Givan, Givan ldarhor, o

-"Inhabitants West Cornwallis, o,

W Sabean, Littie River, Co. Digby.
Inbkahitants §t. Andrews,
" Dao. North Bairn, River Deonis—Nr,

' Blanchard.

Geo. Turner, New Ross—Mr, Kaulback.
C. Publicover, Blandford, do.

Roads and Bridges.

Residents Co. Inverness.
. Do Me=agber's Grint,
Do Co. Halifax—Mr. Tobin.

Do do Mr. Pryor.
Do Cape Broton—Mr, Bourinot.
*Dao Livarpool--Mr. allison.
Do St. Margaret’s Bay—My Dryor.
Do Argyle—Mr, Hatfield.
Do  Tangier—Mr, Baleans,
B Do  Bear River—Mr Wade.
Do Halifax, &c.
Do  Halifax County—Mr. Balcam.
Do N. Canada, Lunenburg—Mr. Kaul-
back
Realways.

. .Benry Piere, Halifax.
“New Glasgow.
Revenue Expenses,
. Iubabitants St. Mary’s Bay—Mr. C. Camphel),
©. H Harrinzton, Sydney.
J. H. Whi pey, Avnapolis
-+J. Z. Randolph, Canuing—Dr. Hamilton.
Bridzetown. .
: Road Damages.
Ambherat, County Cumberland,
Parrsboro’ o.
Steamboats, Packets and Ferries.
. James Hal!, Lingan.
‘Guysboraugh County,
Ferryman, Pelite Passage—Mr. Wade.
: Transient Poor,

Overseers, County Pictou.

Do Royton~ Dr. Brown.
Do Digby.
Do  Weymouth,
Do - Woltville—Dr, Brown,
Do FHorton— 0. .
Do County Cumberland.
Do  Port Hood. R
Do Co. Pictou—Fip. Secretary.
Do  Ciare—Mr. Wade.
Do . .
Do . Srdpey.
Do . . Picton.

D. McDonald, -Autigonish.

. Indians.

Overseers, Cornwallis. - :

Do  Wolfvile—Dr. Brown.

Do . . Wentworth.

Do !'Lower Stewiacke.

.. | Misscellaneous. )

. -Wm. Smith, Farguson’s Cove—-Mr. Tobin.
Residants Co. Cape Bre'on.
James Barnes, Palitax, o

.. Jobn Murphy, Co.Iavdrness~Mr. Smith,
Andrew Downs, Halifax, ‘

I

' James Carroll, Mulgravl—Mr. Blanchard.
Residents Yarmourh,

Navigation Securities.
Residents Port Matoun Island—presented by
IMr. J. Campbdell.

Do Por: Hood—Mr. MeDornell,
| Do Portucuese Cove—Mr. Toliin.
Do Bread Cove—MMr, Smith
Do Ciyde River—~Mr C(ofiin
Do Co Hants—Mr. Churchit
Do b 0.
Do o Aubpapolis—Mr Whitman
Do Co Digbp.
Do do —Mr Waie.
Do Co Guysboro’,
Do Co Annapolis,
Do  Lircomb—Mr. Camphell,
Do Cornwallis
Do Co Lupenburg—Mr. Kauniback,
Do Ca Annapelis—Mr Whitmag.
Do Argyle, Co. Yarmonth.

Dgr. Hamivzox intrcduced a bill to incorporate
the Temperance League of King’s Co

Hox. Fix. Sec. introdaced biil toamend chrp.
32 of Acts of 1860, to authotriza the sale of lands
on N}Vhi(%l ui!mul houses are erected. ’

r. D. FrasER presented a petition fr
Mitchell & Co, contracturs of th) Pic:oxtlx »R:i:!y:
wav. .

Hon. Mr. Suaxxon introduced a bill relative
to the Market house in the City of Halifax.

The bill to enable inhabitants of Argyle to
sell a fire engine, and the hill to incorporate the
Cumberland Coal Mising Co.. passed a second
reading. -

The Legiclative Council ainnoun~ed by mesg~
age that they had agreed to the bill to incprpo-
rate the St. Lawrence and Bay of Fundy Canal
Company.

Hon FIx. Sec. Iaid on the table, by command
the petition of Albert Thomas for & drawback,
Referred to cornmittee on Trade and Maoufac-
tures.
g4 Hon. Pryv. Skc laid on the tadle a petition
from J. F. Phelan, relative to a change in the
Pilotage Law.

BILLS

The House went into Committee on bills and
took up the bill to change a Polling district in the
County of V:ctoria. )

Mr. Ros8 contended that the polling place
mentioned in the bill was very objectionable as
not being central and as being a place where in-
toxicating liquors were sold.

. Mr. C. J. CaupBELL contended that the poll-
ing place was central,—the bill had already beep
altered to suit the views of his colleagne.

Mr. Roes said that from the . first he objected
o the polling place. e moved an amendient
on this point.

Dr HawmivitoN remarked as there was only
the difference of a mile between the two rlzces
mentioned, the diffievlty in-question: would not
be obviated by the change. It would be easy
to send the distance of & mile for th:liquer at
elections

-~ “The bill passed. Also the bi!l relating to the
new bridge at Liverpool ; the bill relating to the
Town Clerk at Windsor; the bill to incorporats
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the Home for the 4ged the bill to change the
name of Roger’s Hill in the Co. of Plctou ; the
bill to legalize the proceedings of the Seesions
of Annapolis County; the bill relative to thasp
pointment of Cormmissioners or Streets for the
town ot New Glasgow ; the bill to ineorporate
the Pictou Mechanic’s Institute Savings’ Bank ;
tle bill to revest in the Crown certain lands in
the town plot of Chester ; the bill relating to the
sale of coal in the City of Halifax} and tbe bill
for the sppointment of Commissioners of Streets
for the town of Arichat.

Hen ArTy. GEN pregented a petition from
Fovnd, Cornwallis, asking compensation
for lose caused by Crown Lands being granted
to him after they had been granted to ancther.
Referred to committee on Crown Lands
a The House then adjourned to the following

ay. .

TaRUrSDAY, Aprit 11.
The House met at 3 c’clock.
MISCELLANEOUS.

On takirg the third reading of the bill for the
apprintmert of commissioners of streets for
Arichat,

Mr. Tonix cslled attention to the fact that
some opposition existed to the bill in Arichat.
As the matter was purely local. he did not ‘cel
called on to interfere, but he wished the peosition
of the matter to be understood.

Mr. MrLreR tharked the hon, member for his
attention to his (Mr. M.r) constituents. He
was prepared to take all the responsibility con-
nected with the bill, and he believed that the op-
position to it emanated principally from a few
individyals who were opposed to him in every-
thing, and would be hostile to any measure that
he introduced.

The bill passed; also eeveral other private
and local bills.

Mr. Ross grid that when the local constitue
tion was under discussion he had mnde a few
remarks, and he noticed that in the roport of the
proceedings it was stated that he had advocated
. the system which allowed members to sit in
both Parliaments. This was erroneous: he had
merely sgid that in New Zealand such a system
existed, end that in that colony the loca! super-
intendent was elected by the people His con-
viction was that persons shculd rot be allowed
to sit in both th> local and general Parliaments
aod therefore the bill met his approval

Mr. ANNAND presented several petitions re-
Iative to the inspection of pickled fish,

Mr. Tonin presented a petition from mer
chants of Halifax, for the appointment of an in-
epector «f pickled fish.

ESTIMATYS.

Hon. Fin. 8ec. Iaid upon the table the esti-
mates of revenue and expenditure for the cur-
rent vear He said that owing to the passage
of the bill for Confederation, and the changes
consequent thereon, the estimate had been made
up only to the 80.h June, for those services
which under the Union Act would be trapsfer-

- 4

red to the charge of the General Government, it
being understond that on or about that date the
proclamation of Her Msjesty giving force to the
Act would be made. The other services were
estimated to the end of the financial year. On
the 80th September, 1856, the assets of the Pro-

vince amounted to $416 889 05
Liabilit{es, 849 534 0b
Balance to credit of Province, $67,356 00

The revenue for the year had been estimated
an the expenditure; those sources of revenue
which would be transferred being computed to
80th June, and the others to 80'h September.
The following was the estimate of revenue: —
Customs and Excise Duties to 30th June. .$850,000 ®
Tight Duty.......... eeearerratreraeeias 25 000.00
Post Oftice Revenue. .
Railway Revenue.........oiovues
Crown Land Revenue, to 80th Sept.......
Go'd Mines..... Carsaresererieesenasenens
Coal Mines.........o.oivvvnvune
Hospital for the Insane............

$1,200,000 00
Add one-fourth annual contribution from
General Government................... 81 000 00
1,281 000 00
Add balance as above........o.oiiivienn 67.855,
$1,348,856 00

. The proposed appropriations would be as fol-
ows:—

Civil List authorized by Jaw....... 838,250
Tobe voted. ...oliiieunnnses ,$9,028
Agricultura to 30th Sept, anthori-
zed by law, 6,000
Board of Statistics to 80th June, au. )
thorized by law, 8,000
Tobe voted. ............c0u.. 2,000
Criminal Prosccutions to 30th of 2,000
June, authorized by 'aw, 4
Coroners’ Inquests to 30th Sept., 1,500
authorized by law, g
Crown Land Department to 80th 4,200
Sept.. authorized by law, %
l‘obevt}teﬁi.....t. FTTT 12
Department of Mines to ep.
a‘x)xthor'zed by law, } 9,785
Tobevoted........c..ovvie . 4,358
Distressed Seamen to 30th do., do,, 400
Debt to 30th June author. by law, 295.100
ducation to 80th Sept. do " do

63,71
Tobe voted ................. 10 805 %

Indians to 30th Sept. do  do 1316
Img'nto30thJune, do do 800
To bevoted. .,.............. 4,000
Judiciary Exps. to 30th June, do 1,400
L«;gi;lative to 80th June, to be vo-
Bl st it iiie it it araes A
Mi:itia to 30th Junme, authorized, 10,000
To be voted.......... eeraes 3
Misce)'aneous to 30th June auth. 16.700
Navigation Securities to 30th Sep. 24.840
Public Works to 30th June, aunth. 195,000
Post Com’tnto  do do  40.000
Pub ic Printing  do do 8.000
Poors’ Asylum to 30th Sept.. do  13.000
Revenue Expenses to 80th June, 10,100
authorized ’
Tobevoted...ooeveevnnen, .. 6L515
gelisf, au(t'h;;- 'iflﬂd' to 80th Sept 12,308
onds an ridges to pt.
authorized 8 210,000
%p;'lenue i?mw 80:;1 J‘;artl;, ;uth. 10,000
ailway Expenses to une,
to be voted, } 160,000
Rations t» Troops to 30th June, } 100
authorized,
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Steamboat Packets and Ferries, ; 12,340
to 30th Sept., to be voted 4
£455.995 $869,7!
Estimated Revenueaa above,............ $1,348,355 0

e B ting ‘aws. . 8455.9% 00
uthorized b~ existing ‘aws.. X -
To be voted by Legisiature... 859,789.00 } 1,325 784.00

$22 671,60

Mr. McDoxaALD stated that it would be scen
from the items contained in the papers that $5000
was appropriated for steam purposes on the west-
ern coast, and in case a suitable stezmer could be
found to runto Yarmounth, $3000 additional

" would be given.

Mr Tomix called attention to the fact that the
promised grant to the Point Pleasant Ferry had
been omitted.

Hox Fix Skc’y promised that provision would
ne made for 1the additional grant.

Mr MiLLER said thaton the report of the en-
gineer a grant was made last yeer for the break-
water at West Arichat, but through mistake the
sum voted was oaly half the sum required.  He
hoped that the remaining sum would be provided
for.

Mr LockEe called attention to the omission of
any graot for the survey of the road between An-
napolis and Shelburne, and express«d his surprise
that only $259 had been allowed to Shelhnrae for
navigation secarities.

Mr. S CampBELL said he presumed ihe esti-
mate was not determinate. He was surprised to
seo that nota cent was allowed to Gaysboro’ for
navigation securities.

Hon FIx SEC Y said that the grant to the Ari.
chat and Guysboro’ Packet would be added. The
reason why the service referred to by Mr. Viller
was not provided for was, that the Report had
not been received until after the estimates wero
prepared, but provision wonld be made, The
road between Annapolis and Shelburne would be
surveyed by the engineer.

Mr CorrFIN said that from the appearacce of
the e:timates it seemed that the Government wers
determined not to make any provision for steam
communication for the Southern coast. It was
quite evident that no one could be induced to put
a steamer on the routs from Halifax to Liverpool,
Shelburre, and Yarmouth, after the experience
of the peat year. It would have been more candid
in the Government to have refused to give any-
thing than to give the grant om the conditions
meutioned. .

Hon Fix. SEC'Y said that every effort was
wmade last year to give the Western coast the
benefit of the large grant of $8000 made. The
steamer brought down from the States at the ic-
atan e of the hon. member had failed to receive
the ceriificate necessary td warrant her raaning
bat the owners had received & consideration for
the services she had performed The proposed
graot would be made in good taith, the Govern-
ment would cffar $50)0 fir a boat ranning to
Liverpool and Shelburne, and $3000 additional

she ran to Yarmouth,

Mr CoFFIN said he would state the facts as to
the grant of last year: he had been requested to

state to the owners of the boat that on her arrival
here an admiralty survey wou'd bo made to tost
her qualifications.  Accerdingly a staff of gentle-
men, conuccted with tho Admiralty servie:, m de
the survey, sud the certificat: they made was en-
tirely faverahle. Tha governme:nt, however, not
contented with that certific te, eng ged another
surveyor, who, to suit certain purposer, made a
different report.  Tha boat had been juanivg
half the season without being able to get an an.
swer from the government wheiher sho was to be
rontinued or not.

2{r AuNAXD wished to ¢zl atiestion 0 ihs
graat necessity which existed for a lizht house a2
Green !sland, off Country Harbour. Ths work
had been recommended by the Committee on
Navigation Sccarities year after year. This was
not a work of local interest but was necessary for
the s=fety of all steamers coming on the coast from
Europe

Mr. Topiy remarked that the lighting of the
Eastern coast w3 ill provided for in” comparizon
with ths Western. The lighthouse on Peggy’s
Point had been asked for year afer yea- and was
at last provided for in tho Estimats. The light-
house aliuded to by ¥r Annand appoared to be a
work of great importance and it a case were mads
out and laid befors the government he had no
doubt a grant wonld be made. d

Hon. PROVINCIAL SECRETARY s82id that gen-
tl:men opposite could not justly challergs tho
strict impartiality with which the Government
hed distributed the public moneys. Their ohject
had always bee: to have a single eye to the inter-
es's of the country at large.  If tho friends of the
Government were displezsed at anything, it was
because politizal and personal cousiderations
wers not regarded as they thought they should ba.
He did not knew much about the locality where it
wag urged a light Louce shonld ho placed, bat be-
felt that it was th2 duty of the Government znd
Legislature to do all they could to improve the
facilities fur reaching a port like Halifax. whieh,
in consequence of the Inter-colonial Railway, muss
be soon visited by steamers every d.y

Mr. & CampBELL s2id that the light-house [n
question had been recommend:d by a commitice
of the heuse  Other light-houses had been buailg
in the meantime, but this important work had
been entirely overlooked He alluded t applica-
tions {or aid in making important public improve-
ments in Guysboro’, which, he regretted to say,
were overlooked in the estimate of the present
year. Nota single dollar was given for navige-
tion securitias in that coun'y. Petirions had been
presented in respect t- &Sr. Mary’s River and
Salmon River, snd i ape Canso, bu-none of .hem
had been attended to. e hoped that the Govern-
ment would vet rectify those omissions.

Mr S McDo~NNELL ca led attention to the fac:
that the couaty of Inverness wasin the same posi-
tion as Guysh-ro’ in respect t» navigation securi-
ties, although it had two representatives smppor:.
it g the present Governmenr.

Mr TownNsEND complained of several mattorg
of interest to Yarmouth having been overlooked.
A fog whistle was very much required at Caps
Foarchu,
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Mr KiLraM said that notwithstanding th, ‘m-
portance of Yarmouth in a commercial #nd -
dustrial poiat of view, and its large contribution
to the revenues to the Province, its claim to favor-
able eongideration had in the present. a: in pro-
vious estimates, been overlooked  fle alluded 1o
the great necessity that existed fou placing a foz
whistle at the entrance of tho harbour of Yar-
mouth. At his suggestion a fog bell hed been
plzced in the harbor some years ago, but it was
not found to answer the purposes expected, for it
was situated on a lee shore, and was net heard at
the very scasons it was most wanted. The people
ot Yarwmouth kad a steamer running between that
town and Bosten, and the need of & fog whistle
was therefore moro necessary than ever.  He also
referred to some applications for breakwaters
whizh had been sent by an energetic and indus-
trious portion of the people, and who were now
exposed to many inconveniences for the want of
such works.  He thought that the sum offered
by the Government to support & steamer to con-
nect with Yarmouth was not sufficient. He be-
lioved the Government were far too regardless of
the just claims of the important county hs repre-
sonted

Mr Tomix asked why the hell ref:rred to by the
hon member as placed on a lee shore had not been
properly located. Asrespects the steamer, he be-
lieved it was not possib'e to gzt one to ram be-
tween Halifax and Yarmouth even with the sab-
sidy of $8000. He thought it would be good pol.
iey to give 83000 to a boat between Halifax and
Liverpoeol ard the other $3000 to the one between
Yarmouth aud Boston. He expresssd his convie-
tion that mere river boats would rot answer for the
servica in question.

Mr 'oFFiN could not understand why it was
diffi:alt to ge: a suitable boat to ply between Ha-
litax and Yarmouth. Ifa boat had goae to Shel-
burna she would have had twice the business that
she could have at Lunenburg. The trade with
Yarmouth would 2!so have doubled that with
Liverpool. Thero was a sieamer between Yar-
mouth and Boston ; another should be put on be-
tween Yarmouth and Halifax, and both should be
subsidiz=d.

Mr KaurBscr hoped that a suitable boat
would be procured to perform the service rcquir-
ed. He thought that $8 100 ought to secure such
a boat a3 was wanted. He wish.d to sce the whole
of our poits connected by a line of steamers. The
bon member for Shelburna did not appearto have
much knowledge of the trade of Luncnbarg.
Even Chester was fully equally to Shelburne in
commercial importance, e alluded to the da-
mage that had been done to the fisheries on the
western shorcs by the steam.r last summer, and
hoped that some route would be marked out
hd»ncefor:h, 8o tbat the nets might not be destroy-
ed,
Mr. Hicn thought that the Government shoun!d
devoto a portion of the special road graut to the
purchase of the Toll Bridge across the Avon, for
the accommodation of the people of Hants.

Mr. BLackwoOD was sorry that the subsidy

had béen taken from the steamer between Brale |

and Charlottetown.

Hon Mr ¥cFARLANE was of impression that
the boat would not run when the Pictou Railway
was completed. )

Hon trov Sec’y lzid on the tible papers in
refetence to a bridwe across the Bras 4’ Or.

Mr. Bourivor regretted that the Government.
had not been able te grant assistanes for so im-
portast a public work.

sir McDonwNeLL allud2d to the importance o
‘having stcam communication with Cape Breton
when the Picton Railway was open  He hoped
that the subject wou'd be attended to.

Mr McLELAN allud d to tho advisability o
keeping a steamer Lctween Point Brule and the
Island, ’ ’

Mt. Brackwoop again spoke on the same sub-
ject. o
Mr. CHurcHILY regretted to find that no -no-
ticzc had been taken of an application which ha
had presented for a lighthouse at Walton, ' It
was a work of a higkly desirable character, and
it was time it was erected. He thcught that the
harbor of Yarmouth should receive the favorabls
attention of the government. He hoped that
the rai'way would not stop at Annapolis, but

would ers long reach ths very furthest extremity
of the Provincs. i

Mr Ross said that last year a eum had bees.
graoted for a breakwater at St Ann’s ; that monay
had been expended, but the work was not yet
completed. A largely signed petition had bean
placed in the bands of his colleague for an addi:
tional grant. On lookirg over the estimate, how-
ever, be found that nothing had been provided.
The County of Victori1 had received very sm:ﬁk i
public grants heretofore for matters of this kind,
and be hoped that the Government would give an
additional sum to finish the work. N

Hon Fix Sec then moved that a supply bo

ranted to Her Mojesty, and that the house go
into committes on the :ucceeding day. :

MISCELLANEOUS.

Hoa Mr SHANNON reported up an set to ap-
point a stipendiary msgistrato. with ameudments.
Mr ANNAND said that the Financial Secretary
had not laid on the table such a statement of
fines and forfeitures as he required. He could’
not tell when the moneys were paid. His ohject
in asking for the papers was to show that the late
government were much. more vigilant in their
mansgement of the fiaancial affairs of the country -
than their successors. &
Hon FiN Skc said that the retutn won'd be’
made up in any way the hoa member wished,
He was confldent the hon member wou'd be shown'
to have formed entirely erroneous impressions—-
thet the figures would disprove every asssertion
he made. The present government challenged
the fullest criticism of their ﬂnancinl;manag‘e-‘ b
ment, -
Mr AXNAND said that there was no need to
amend the question,—his request had not been
complied with for the returns dil not show what’
amount of fines were imposed, and what amounnts’
}had been actually paid. ) o :
Hon Fix secr said that from the fact this *
under the adminisstation of the hon menber. him=

i
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self there was an item chargoed as mitigated fie,
it might be inferred that all the other amounts
had been not only imposed but paid.

Mr AxNAND did not agreo with this view—he
believed that some of the fines imposed had never
been exacted. He requested the government to
ay on the tablo a return shewicg the’ date of the
appointment of J. W. Delaney as Collector of
Customs and the amounts recived and paid into
the Treasury by that officer.

The house then went into Committes on Bills
and passed a bill to authorize the appointment of
a Stipendiary Magistrate for the City of Halifax,
the bill being so amended as to vest the appoin!-
mont in the Governor and Council and to provide
that the Magistrate should be a Barrister of at
least five years standing.

Hon Fin Se¢ leid on the table by command
the petition of the Acadia Eclipse Blacking Com-
pany for a drawback. It was referred to Com-
mittee on Trade aud Mapufactares.

Hon Prov SEc'y l:id onthe tatle papers re-
lating to the guaravteo for the Intercolonial Rail-
way.

Hon Mr-SmaxxoN introduced a bill relative to
the establishment of a Shipping Office in the port
of Halifax :

Mr BLaNCHARD as & partial report from the
Committee on Humane Institutions intrcduced a
bill relative to the City Hospital and Poors' Asy-
lum.

Mr ANNAND acked the government to lay on
the table a dstailed account of the fines and for-
feitures imposed by the Revenue Department and
the sums paid thereunder.

The house adjourned.

Fripax, April 12.
Tne house met at 3 o’clock.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Mr WairMaN presented a petition from trus-
tees of school section No 21, county of Annapolis.
Referred to committee on Education.

Mr McEax introduced a bill to alter a polliag
place in the county of Fictou.

Several local and private bills were read a se-
cond time.

Hon Mr McFARLANE introduced a bill to
amend chap 72 R 5, *“Of Commissioners of
Sewers.’”” He said it was intended to apply to a
tract of land between the itwo Provinces, for
which a joint board would be appointed.

THE ESTIMATEB.

Hon Fix Sc moved that the house go iato
Comumittee of Supply.

Mr ANNAND said that with the exception of
last year, when an urusuzal delay had taken place
in the pre aration of the accounts, he had never
known the estimates moved until they had been
four or five days on the table. It was only fair
that time should be given to members for examin-
ation, and it would be a great advantage, before
discussing the estimates, to have the report of the
Committee on Public Accounts. He had asked
for a return which would show’ the exact financial
condition of the Province up to the present time,

and this wou!d afford information which would
ba necessary before the house voted nearly a mil-
lion of dollars in addition to the expcaditure au
thorized by law.

Hon Fin Skc said he would be indisposed: to
press the estimates at a time inconvenient for any
gentleman, but he had ne disposition to postpone
the order of the day to afford the hon mewmber for
Eust Halifax an opportanity of attacking the
Government.

Mr ANNAND said that the Government need
not expect to avoid the attack to which they were
open in connection with their financial policy.

Mr McLerLaN thought the House wounld be
better prepared for the estimates when the return
alluded to was presented. The House would
otherwise  have to vote the money on the faith of
the Financial Secretary’s statement that the
treasury would be able to meet the demand.

Hon FiN SEc said that the returns alluded to
would be laid on the table as soon as possible, but
that could not be before several days. He did
not feel inclined to postpone the order of the day
when it was admi:ted that the object of delay was
to initiate an attack on the Government. The
Government would be responsible for the esti-
mates presentcd, and it was important that they
should be passed so that members might prepare
their road scales.

Mr S CampBELL thought the hon gentleman
would consult the dignity of his position and of
the Government in allowing the matter to remain
over for the present. The road scales could not
be prepared until the proposed subdivision was
submitted by the Government.

Mr Locke urged that the estimates be allowed
to lie over for consideration.

Hon Fin Skc said that it objections were made
to any of the votes, those objected to weuld be
allowed to lie over; in the meantime the ordinary
votes could be passed.

The House then went into
Supply.

The vote for the Civil List passed.

On the resolution for the agricultural grant
being moved

Mr ANNAND said that he desired to ses agri-
culture cncouraged, but he wished to ascertain
before the vote passed whether the money to meet
it was available,

Hon Prov 8gc said that the same objection
might be urged with equal force to every item of
the estima‘e, and it was apparent that the motive
he had attributed to the hon member was the true
one. The hon gentleman knew well that the Go-
vernment were responsible for the estimate they
had brought down, and no one ever hsard of the
administration being asked to shew on what
their calculations were based. If the votes
had been exaggerated, taking into consideration
thestate of the public finances, it could be shewn
by the figures under the hon member’s hand. The
government must be exceedingly incompetent
if they were unable to estimate tho revenue for
the three remaining months on which the esti-
mate was based. -

Mg, ANNaxD said that the Fin Secretary evi-
dently misunderstood his position, for the moment

Cdmmittee of
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the Legislature was prorogued the political rcs~'

ponsibility of the Government was at an end in
consequence of the change which was about to
take placa. The house should know whether the
money for these votes could be obtasined without
involving those who, uuder the Local Constitu-
tion, would afterwards come in charge of the pub-
lic effairs with a heavy debt, which wonld be a
first charge on the very limited revence at their
disposal. The arguments of the Fin Sec would
be correct as applied to last year, but had no force
under existing circumstances.  He did not wish
to be repronched hereatter with voting away
large sums of money, and saddiiog these who
came after us with liabilities they would be ill
able to bear.

Hon ATy GEN said that the estimate was not
80 intricate that the hon member for Eust Halitax,
who bad himself been Financial Secretary, could
not ascertain whether the votes had been extrava-
gant or not. As to the vote lor agricalture, there
wero & great many societies in operation, which it
was most desirable to maintain. The sabje t of
agricalturs would hereafter be under the chargs of
both Parliaments, and if these societies were al-
lowed to go out of existence the exertions of years
would be lost. If the vote asked for was to build
a canal or railway, the hesitation shewn by the
hon member might be reasonable, but the agricul-
taral interests should be sustained in any case.—
The duty of the Fia. Sccretary, as regards the es-
timate, had been very simple, he had merely to
calculate the probable rovenue for the compara-
tively short unexpired period, and to sce that the
votes were kept within the necessary limits. It
was for the government to see that the fands were
forthcoming.

Mr KiLpay said that the House was situated
differently this year from last. The principal
supply to tho revenue would shortly cease, and it
theretore was necessary to exercise more than
usual care, and it should be borne in mind that
the responsibility of the Government would soon
be at an end. He did not wish to see any ot the
grants curtailed, but wanted to see that the coun-
try was not being involved in debt.

The resolution for the vote for agriculture
passed.

The resolution for the vote to the Board of
Statistics was then moved,

Mr S CaupBELL called attention to a difference
between the proposed vote and that of last year.
In 1868 the vote for the Board to 30th Sept. was
$4000, whereas the present vote was $5000 to
80th June.

Hon F1x SEc said that it was estimated that an
additional $1000 would be required. but if it were
not found necesssary it would not be drawn. He
did not think that there was any department in
which so large an amouant of work was done so
economically as in this department.

Mr ANNAND enquired who was the head of the
Board.

Hon Fix'Skc replied that he was the chairman
and Mr Costley the secretary.

Mr ANNAND said that the gentloman last named
received a salary of $1000, and figured in the
Civil List to the extent of $250, drawn previons

to 1866, and $142.46 for 1866. Considering that
the Admipistration was an economical one ho
thought that the services of this offic:r, who was
also engaged in the government service outside,
had been weil appreciated. The Government
had come into office Ly raising the cry of retrench-
ment from end to end of the count-y, and had
piled up salary after salary and created new
offices until the conviction was forced upon the
minds of persons considering the posirion of pub-
lic affairs, that the time had cume when this legis-
lature should be swept away, so extruvagant and
corrupt had the men who governed tho country
become. He had turned his attention to two or
three services in which this extravagance was
apparent. The amount of money expended in
Delegations duriog the last three years was as-
tounding. It amounted to $9,197.

The Provincial Secretary might be coagratula-
ted for his disinterestedness—he appeared to have
received only $1100 for bis trip to Canada and
Eogland, while bis colleagues were down for
$2900 for the same service. He would be glad to
find that the balance had not subsequently been
drawn. That gentleman had received for delega-
tions altogether $3400, and taking into considera -
tion his salary and his pay as member, he will
have drawn on the 30th Jupe next the hand.
some sam of $17,547, assuming that he receiv-
ed his full pay for delegation to England. That
sum, equal to $4500 a year, had gone into the
pocket of a gentleman who had preached,not Con-
federation, but Retrenchment at every polling
place in the province, immediately preceding the
last general election. Then there was the Att’y-
General, although not in the receipt of so large a
yearly salary, as he did not succeed to his preseat
office until some time afier the formation of the
present Administration. That officer, between
delegations, salary, and members pay, will have
pocketed the snug sum of $13,000. 'The Finan-
cial Secratary, too, who wished to forcs thess esti-
mates through in such a hurry, had drawa for a
single delegation to the West Indies, requiriog a
little over three months servics, the sum of $4,200
although he was carried in one of Her Majesty’s
ships for a great part of the journey,tree of expense,
and all this while he drew his salary of $2400 a
year. As railway Commissioner, Finan. Secre-
tary, delegate and member, that gentleman will
bave drawn on the 30th June next the pretty little
sum of $14,326, equal to $3,581 a year. These
three leaders of the Government divided among
them $44,945. That was the way in which
the public monies had been disposed of.  That"
was the way in which the retrenchment pled-
ges upon which they rode into power in
1863, bave been carried out. The Financial
Secretary had taken credit to himself for the way
in which the acconnts had been made up and had
stated the balance in the treasury at $67,355; but
he (Mr Annand) denied that any such sum was to
be realized from the assets unless the government
took credit for the Provincial notes which bad
been issued. The moneys received from the
Savings’ Bank appeared by the Receiver General’s
account, to be $33,000,—the new treasury notes
issued amounted to $95,000. This gave $138,000.
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The amount paid on account of the Savings’
Bank was $62,800, making together $95,706;
paid for Hare's building and lot $32,906, leaving
a balance of about $37,294 of treasury notes,
which had improperly gone to swell the balance
of assets The reason why he desired to have the
accounts he had asked for before discussing the
estimates was, that these matttrs would be more
fully tested than could be done under existing cir-
camstances, and that the country might learn the
true condition of our financial affairs. :

Hon. ProvV. SECY. said that having only just
come into the house he had not heard all of the
observations of the hon. member, but it was
obvious that that hon. gentleman was conside-
rably excited, for he had used his favorite
term “ corruption,” He did not intend answer-
ing at length the observations of the hon. mem-
ber, but he did think that that hon. gentleman
was not justified in making an electioneering
speech in the very extravagant terms which he
had ventured to use. The hon. member must
not suppose bhecause his position was a very
unfortunate one—because, if he appealed to a
constituency, he would do so under circam-
stances most disadvantageous—that the Go-
vernment would permit him to make charges
of extravagance and not meet them on the in-
stant. The hon. gentleman had said a great
deal about retrenchment. Atthetime the men
now in office proposed to retrench the public
expenses of the Legislature, the leader of the
Government of which the hon. member was
Fin. Secretary had to come down and make
the startling disclosure that the expenditure
was thirty-eight thousand pouunds in excess
of the revenue, and that there was no other
means of meeting the paltry pittance which
they were giving to education and the roads
and bridges than by the imposition of an addi-
tional tax upon the people of 24 per cent., there-
by increasing the entire taxation by something
like one-fourth, in order to carry on the ordi-
nary services of the country. Did it not, then,
require considerable powers of face on the part
of the hon. member to rise and challenge the
action of a Government who occupy so proud
a position in regard to their financial manage-
ment? Having given to the education of the
country something like three times the amount
these hou. gentlemen were able to grant—hav-
ing more than doubled the amount to the road
and bridge service—baving largely increased
the grant 1o navigation seourities, yet they
have been able to meet every charge upon the
revenue, and leave a bandsome balance in the
treasury besides. All this, too, had been done
under a tariff 24 per ceunt. lower than what the
hon. member bad imposed upon the people of
this country. Having on the floors of the Le-
gislature fought against everything like re-
trenchment, the hon. member imposed those
heav‘vl burthens upon the people in order to en-
able him to get money sufficient to meet the
ordinary public services. In the hour of his
country’s extremity, the hon. member stood
forward the uncompromising opponent of re-
trenchment. Now, under a changed condition
of things—under an Imperial Act, obtained by
the gresent Government, aided by gentlemen
on the opposite side, they were in & position to
retrench—to 8ave thirty or forty thousand dol-
ars of the people’s money, and still grant all

the money necessary for the great public ser-
vices. This retrenchment was obtained by a
reduction of salaries and of the expenses of
the Legislature.

The hon. member had thought proper to ad-
dress the house on the suhject of delegations,
and to ask him (Dr. T.) whether he was in a
position to defend the amount of public money
that he had taken as a delegate in connection
with the most important public services. He
told the hon. member that it did not lie in his
mouth to raise an objection. He (Dr. T.) stood
in the proud position of saying to the house and
country that one of the first acts of the Gov-
ernment of which he had been a member, was
to reduce the amount of money drawn out of
the treasury for delegations to something like
one-half of what it was before. When the hon.
member and his friends stood in a position ot
bankruptcy, plunging the Province into debt
for the ordinary services of the country, at the
same time they were drawing (if anybody turn-
to the Journals he would see the fact recorded
there) enormous sums for delegationsto Cana-
da and England. For every delegation they
received the sum of £500 sterling or £623 cur-
rency. The moment, however, he (Dr. T.) and
his friends came into power, they reduced the
amount to €300 sterling, although the delega-
tions, as everybody knew, entailed a large ex-
pense upon those engaged in them. What
more did the hon. member and his friends do?
When Mr. Howe returned from a delegation
in connection with the railway, and had drawn
his £625, in addition to his salary of £700 and
his pay as a member, Mr. Annand declared
tbat this house should vote £500 more, and he
effected his object. It would be therefore seen
that Mr. Howe actually received £1100 for a
delegation which had occupied omly a “short
time. These same gentlemen had year after
year drawn these enormous sums for delega-
tions which accomplished nothing, whilst the
men now in power, at comparatively -trifling
expense to the country,had succeeded in effect-
ing the great objects which they had gone to
achieve,

He would ask the hon. member if, when he
was drawing a salary of :£600 as Financial
Secretary and his pay as a member of the
house, he did not get up a company which paid
him £500 a year in addition. The bon. mem-
ber had carried his official position into the
market of England, and bargained it away,
and succeeded in drawing £500 a year out of
the poor people of England, who, under his
management, lost their property. Let the hon
member talk about corruption, when he occu-
pied a position very different from what he
actually did. If he (Dr. T.) had stood in the
position of the hon. member, instead of ven-
turing to open his mouth before the people, he
would endeavor to go somewhere where he,
could hide himself from the gaze of his country-
men for all time to come.

That was the position he occupied when he
presented himself in England as the people’s
delegate—claiming the support of tbe people,
statesmen, and Press of England? Every pa-
per in London, at that time, contained the
statement of the winding up of the “Nova
Sootia Gold Amalgamating Company,” and
placed the damning fact before the world that
the man who had been the Financial Secretary
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of this Province had carried his office into the
market of England and had drawn £56,000
from the people of England, and at the end of
his operations had only $8000 to show as the
assets of the company. Instead of making use
of this fact be (Dr. T.) bad been only too glad
to bury it out of sight, for he felt it wasdegrad-
ing, not only to the hon. member, but.to the
Province he represented. It had been a mat-
ter of complaint that the “people’s delegates”
had been treated with contempt—that they
could not get the Parliament, the Government,
aor the people to shew them any respect. If
such was the case, was it at all surprising
when the self-constituted delegate of the peo-
ple occupied o humiliating a position. .

Instead of standing in the position of having
made useless delegations to England, and
baving failed in accomplishing the work with
which he was charged, he was able to show
three millions of pouads sterling for the pur-
pose of opening up this great highway in
British America. As respects this delegation
to Brazil,it was already beginning to bring forth
fruits, and a far larger amount might have
been well expended for the great object of
opening up commaunication with the West
Indies and countries of South America, and
drawing attention to the capabilities of British
America.

Mr. ANNAXD replied that he was in the judg-
ment of the House if, in the remarks he had
wade, he bad not studiously avoided saying
anything touching the private affairs of any
member cf the government. The I'rovincial
Secretary, however, had ventured to pursue
another course, and to bring up matters with
which the House had nothing whatever to do,
but he was not sorry that the hon. gentieman
had done s0. e could recollect the time when
the same bon. member bad risen in the House
and endeavored to throw distrust upon the op-
erations of an English company who tad ven-
tured to embark their capital in promotiog ap
industrial enterprise in this country. He bad
it from English gentlemen that the Provincial
Secretary did more, by his flagrant attack upen
the company in question, to shake the confl-
dence of capitalists in enterprises in this coun-
try thanany public man ever did before or since
He (Mr. A,) would here take the opportunity
of stating what his connection with that com<
pany was. The company was formed withouf
his knowledge, and be was appointed a local
director without ever ‘his consent having been
asked or obtained. No one could reproach him
with having improperly made money out of the
company. He owned stock in it to the amount
of near'y a thousand pounds, which he might
at one time have sold at a high premium ; but
having confidence in the undertaking, and
anxious to sustain the credit of the concern he
retained the shares until they became worth-
less. No one connected with the company had
ever ventured to say a word against the mode
in which its financial affairs had been managed,
either by himself or another gentleman in this
city who aleo was a director in the company,
and equally with himself was a sufferer by 1ts
failure. Ap faras he himself was concerned, he

had barely escaped shipwreck in consequence
of his connection with the company, which he
had been obliged to wind up and pay its debts.
The hon. gentleman had referred to his having
received a double salary. He had enjoyed it
for a sbort time, but what had the Provincial
Secretary done ? Was he not enjoying a large
practice whilst in ‘the government, earning, as
was reported, from a thousand to two thousand
pounds a year—employing the time which be-
longed to the people, and for which he was paid
an ample salary, in visiting patients and in ex-
pensive delegations? More than that, he had
the incomparable meanness—he, the Premier
of Nova Scotia—to go upon his knees begging
the City Council for the petty position of medi~
cal officer of the city,. with a paltry salary of
£60 a year; and had been, whilst acting in that
capacity, ridiculed by one of his present bosom
friends—the *‘ Munchausen” of the past—as
going down to the wharves to examine su-pi-~
cious looking gull eggs, and smelling hams of
an unmentionable character at the public mar-
kets.

It was useless for the hon. Provincial Secre-
tary to try and divert attention from the fact
that he had deceived the country in respect to
retrenchment. Owing to the American war
the revenue in 1862 d'd show a deflcit, and the
Government of the day added a small amount
to the ad valorem duties, but for one year only.
Immediately that the revenue came up again,
the tariff was reduced from 12} to 10 per cent
But what arc the gentlemen opposite doing
now ? By confederating with Canada our ad
valorem duties will be -increased, not 23 but b
per cent., a:d not for one year but for all time
to come He boasted, too, of the large revenne
since the change of administration, but under
what tariff and what regulations did they col-
lect it? These increased revenues arose from
the tariff and regulations, not prepared by them-
geives but by their predecessors, and the re-
venue would have been equelly large if the
leading members of the Go-ernment had bsen
all their time instead of a portion of it absent
from the country. The delegation to the Tro-
pics was referred to. -What was that delegation

for? To secure free trade with the West In

dies and countries of South America? Yet the
first thing the Government did when the Fin-
aucial Secretary returned. was to increase the
duty on the very articles that he had told the
people whom he had been v siting he intended
reducing.  The hon. Provincial Secretary had
declared that we had retrenchment at last—
The country would not forget that when these
gentleman were fairly ensconced in their offices
the doctrine that did for the hustings was de-
clared to be unnecessary in the changed position
in which they found themselves, and it is only
now when they are done with the offices, and
they are soon to be fllled by others, that the
pruning knife is applied. The Provincial Se-
cretary might not have been able to touch the
salary of the Lieut. Governor or those of the
judges, but there was nothing to prevent him
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reducing the salaries of himself, the Attorney
General the Financial Secretary, and Keceiver
General. )

Hon. Prov. Sec,—The House could not legis-
late on the subject of the Provincial Secretary’s
salary. It was guaranteed by ihe ivii List

Mr. AXNAND—What had been done in other
countries could be done here.  If the hon. gen-
tleman and his friends had approached the
Queenin a humble address from both braaches
ot the Legislature, requesting that the salaries
be reduced, who can doubt of their success?

Hon. Prov. Sec.—The late Governwent ap-
proached the Sovercign, and obisined the de-
claration that such an application could no: be
considered.

Mr. ANNAND—Not then, because the Local
Government were opposed to the reduction, the
very reveree of whas would have happened if
they were in favour, as far as the departmental
officers were concerned  Butadmitting that he
was right in his view, if the hon. gentleman had
been sincere he could have left a portion of his
salary in the treasury, and so could his collea~
gues. The other members of the Government
—not forgetting the Railway Commissioner, who
expressed such strone opinions on the subject of
the salary of that officer—might have followed
the same course. So desirous were these gentle-
men to retrench that they not only proposed to
cut down the salaries in all the departments,

~eventothe clerks, but to take away $20,000
from the postal service—sa service of vital im-
portance to the country at large, and which
could only be done by sweeping away many of
th- post rides, and reducing the number of post
and way offices. Again, they proposed to re
duce the military service. The Government of
which he (Mr. A.) was a member, when there
was no money in the treasury, had :he manliness
to come down to the House with a militia vote
of $20 000—an increase of $12,000. The Pro-
vincial Secretary moved to strike off the addi-
tional sum altogether, so far was his zeal for re-
trenchment ahead of his loyalty and his patriot~
ism. He remembered the Provincial Secretary
assailing him for having exceeded the estimate
by £10,000 or £15,000. It was a mortal sin
then to expend a few thousand dollars without
the sanction of law. But what was seen now?
That hon. gentleman and his Government had
exceeded the estimate by a sum nearly cqual to
one-third of the entire revenue.

Hon Prov. 8ec,—I8 it just to make such a
statement when.he must .know that a large
portion of it was in connection with the Militia
Department, and that the House had placed the
entire revenue at the disposal of the Executive.

Mr. Axxanp said he admitted the fact, bus
the ‘over<expenditure on tha* service was only
$60 553 out of over $300000. The Board ot
Works had expended $250,000, when $160 000
only had been authorized.

" Hon. Prov, Sec —Was that without the an-
thoritv of th: House? No less than $40,0000
was added by a report of the commitiee for the
protection of the fisheries and adopted by a un=
animous vote of the House?

Houn. Fin. Sec.—Then there is $30000 for
St Peter’s Canal,

Mr AxnaND took the items precisely as he
found them in the returns, published by the
Financial Secreiary, and the amounts he refere
red to were not authorized by the estimate
adopted by tho House. Tha railway cxpenses
were put down at $150,000, whilst the sum of
$205.000 was expended.

+'on. FIN. SECc.—The hon. gentleman should
remember that the amount was swelled by the
transfer of $60,000 or $70,000 chargesble to
Piciou extension from the revenue account,
whence it had been paid during the year for
lumber, and other services for rolling stock for
the Pictou road.

Mr. ANNAND s2id it was unnecessary tor the
hon member to get 80 excited. He was not &
witness in the box to be browbeaten by that
gentleman, whom he was quite prepared to meet
in that or any other discussion. lle would
leave his hon. friend from North Colchester
(Mr. McLelan) to show how the taxes of this
country were to be increased by the new scheme
of government which was about being initiated.
It was well known that t-e tariff of Canada, on
the seame articles of goods on which we charge
10 per cent. duty, had been 20 per cent ; it was
recently lowered to 15 per cent., but how long
it would remain &% that rate it was not difficnlt
tosay. Buteven if tho rate was 15 per cent.,
then fifly per cent. would be added to our pre-
sent duty on the ad valorem gcods. It would be
remembered by the House that on a former oc-
casion the hon. member for Suuth Colchester
(Mr. Archibald) had proved that during their
tormer administration of public affiirs these
gentlemen had t-ken £100,000 of railway funds
and appropriated it to carry on the ordinary
business of the conntry; and when he (Mr. A)
and his friends came 1nto power thers was a
copsiderable balance which they had to pay,
and which formed a portion of the deficiency
which occurred in 1862,

He was glad to find that the revenues of the
country now enabled us to grant such large
sums to education, to road and bridges and the
other public services; but what would be the
case hereafter? It would be impossible to sus-
tain the public services a8 they should be, with
our revenues handed over to Canada, and only
) paltry p'ttance given back in return

Hon. ArtY. GENERAL said that as the hon.
member for East Halifax no doubt mazde the
assertion that under Confederation our taxation
would be more heavy, for the purpose of influ-
enciog the public mind against the Union he
would ask him for the proof of the asaertioa
that under Confederation our peonle would pay
fifteen per cent as had been stated. Before the
general government could be formed the hon.
member had un'ertaken to state what their
measures would be and what taxes they would
levy. By talking of the Canadian tariff Me,
Annand was evidently atternpting to make the
people believe that Canadians were more heavi-
iy tazedthan Nova Beotians. He was willing
to go into the discussion of that point and tak-
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ing the two tariffs to prove that man for man
the people of Nova Scotia were paying a higher
rate of taxation on imported goods than the peo-
ple of Caoada. The country was getting used
to such statements as the hon. member had
made and would soon find how little value was
to be attached to them. That gentleman had
aleo claimed the credit of originating the exist-
ing tariff, but the fact was that his goverdment
had gone out of office before the act originating
the ten per cents was passed, and his states
ment in this as in other particulars was there-
fore unreliable. It could hardly be expected
that any one knowing any thing of the facts
would place reliance on the assertion that the
party now in power had supported a govern.
ment that took £100,000 of railway money from
the treasury and applied it to other services.
The facts as they had been proved over and
over »gain were these: The Provincial Rail-
of the Proviace and not by moni+s ta*en from
roads were directed to be built upon the credit
the treasury, but before the bonds could be sold
£100,000 of the revenue was sppropriated
for the construction. During one period
of the administration of the Go era
ment that came in in 1859, the revenue
did npot reshze sufficient after providing
for the ordinary services, to provide for the
road and bridge service, and the Government,
therefore, took part of the money back by the
gale of railway bouds. It was not correct to say
that this was railway money—it was money
derived from bonds sold to repay money which
the railway owed. He would not take up time
by referring at length to the statements about
the delegations, but where was the hon. mem-
ber’s friend, Mr. Howe? Did he adopt the
principle of makiig a deduction from his sal-
ary to pay his expenses? And when the hon
member bimself went as a delegate during the
period in which ho held office, did he not act
precisely as those of whom he was complain-
ing? Again, at & period when the hon gen.
tleman was not in office, he had pot scrupled
to receive pay for his services, and if & majo=
rity of tho people would not be better satisfied
at the end of twelve months to pay the ex.
penses of the authorizzd delegates on Confed-
eration than those gentlemen would be who
paid the hon. member for East Halifi- and his
colleagues, he would be satisfied to listen to
the complaint. From the official delegates the
people had received value for their money—
they had received accurate inform-stion; but
those who paid the so-called people’s duloaates
hed not that gratification. The conclusion that
the people would probably coms to was that
those out of offica would not hav acted very
differently from gentlemen in power if “the
posirions had been reversed. It was imma-
terial whether a delegate had to give up pub-
lic or private business. If, when he was in
office, a gentleman was expected to pay his
expenses out of Lis salary, he would have no~
thing lett on which to support his family, The
people bad never shown an indispasition to pay
for theto services at a reasonable rate, and it

was well known the hon. member would have
done precisely what he complained of, if cir-
cumstances had placed him in the position.

* Mr. MCLELAX gaid that there was a mate-
rial Qifference between the modes pursued in
coanection with the delegations, The lata
Government invariably came to the house,
aud asked its sanction to such advances as
they bad wmade; while the present Govern-
ment merely drew whatever they chose, and
placed tho saums prowmiscucusly amoog the
paywents for tha year. Nor was there any
occasion on which such an ariny of delegates
were sent as had beeu lately cownmissioned.
When tbe Attorney Genwrral had stated that
he could show that the Canadiaus paid less
taxation per man than our owu people, he
must have arrived at tue calculation by di-
viding the revenus by the whole population,
but he should bhave s'ated at the same time
that in Lower Canada thera were over a mil-
lion of people paying comparatively nothing
to the revenne. The great difficulty of Cana-
diap finances arose from the fact that while
these people coutributed little ov nothing,
they claimed an equnal share of the revenuse.
To show how heavily the Canadian tarift will
bear upon the people nf this Province, he
would take four articles, the necessaries of
life to the poor man, and show what addi-
tional sum would have beeu paid under a
Canadian tarifon the quantities entered here
for home consumptinn during the past year.
The consumption of tea being 1,365000 lbs.,
that articla would yield, uuder the Canadisn
tariff, $160,087, while in Nova Scotia there
was paid oniv 882,000 Ou sucar would be
collected $135000 agains: $90,000, as at
present. On molasses there would be an ex-
cess of $28000; and on flour, and on the meal
imnorted last year from the United States,
$139,165. .

Tue difference in currency, taking the pre-
sent Canadian standard for gold, wonld make
an increase of $18.000 in the specific duties.
Making on these four articles an increase
under the Canadian tariff were concerned, it
shonld be remembered that the duty on the
packages,in which the goods are brought,
which are free from us, would more than make
up the difference. The Provincial Secretary
had boasted of having effucted a saving of
#30 000, to be appropria‘ed to the roads and
oridges; but would any one believe that the
increase he had alludad to in the taxation
wou'!d be appropriatel? Tuat would go into
the general revenne, and if the new Dowminion
were tu follow the example of Canada in mak-
ing provision for the local services they would
ba ill provided for, The road and bridge ser-
vice of that country had been provided for b
loans or direct taxation, while lavish expendi-
tures were made in other departmeuts. The
Pravincial Secretary’s office in Oanadacost in
1865 for salaries and erntingencies $26,000; the
Receiver G+naral’s, $26 205; the Minister of Fi-
nance, $25026; the Minister of Agricalture,
$26 028, while the grant for roads and bridges
in that year was $170.000 or $100,000 less than
the grant in Nova Svotia These facts were
sufficient to show that the Provincial Beore-
tary’s new retrenchment scheme would not
contribute to the sxving or the people’s money.

Hon. Fiy 8Ec. said that from the tone of
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the discussion it might be fairiy inferred that
the cause of Confederation was taking a turn
throughout the country unfavourable to the
ospoaition. It had frequently beeu prociaim-
ed in trinmphant tones by these gentlemens
that the people only wanted an opportunity to
hurl the Government from power on this ques-
tion all along, and reinstate gentlemen oppu-
site, or if they believed those assertions where
was the neceassity for reverting to worn out
arguments and false statements as these gen-
tiemen had done? What had he or any mem-
ber to do with the transactions of Governments
ten or twelve years ago? It might have been
better for some gentlemen who had spoken
had they confined themeelves to the question
of Confederation, on which they could indulge
in the vaguest generalities and declama-ion,
but the hon member for East Halifax had
ventured to challenge the financial policy of
,the Administration, although it would have
been more consistent with that gentleman’s
knowledge of the business of the House if he
had raised the question at a time when the
discussion would not interfere with the mat
ters in hand. It wasextraordinary thata man
seeking the position to which that gentleman
aspired, and being before the public for a long
time, as he had been, could not address the
House for five minutes without committing
some glaring error. No wonder the hon. mem-
ber had been told that the time had come when
the value of any statement hs made must be
doub’ed. The firstattack had been made upon
the Secretary to the Board of Statistics, who
was not only an atten'ive and laborious pub-
lic officer, but had shewn an ability, acuteness
snd aptitude, that would do credit to any pub-
lic servant. Any attack made upon that offi-
cer fell harmless, not only on him but on those
whose servant he was, but even in respect to
that gentleman, the hon. member had made a
misstatement calculated to mislead the public
mind, he had said that Mr. Cestley was pro-
vided for in the Oivil List, and when asked to
shew where, he had pointed out an item in the
statement of warrants drawn for last year
Such a misstatement was unworthy of auny
public mav; Mr. Costley was not provided for
in the Civil List.

He would ask the hon. member whether he
considered it consistent with the dignity that
should bhelong to his position to be caught
avery moment making statements which
could not be sustained, and of which a school-
boy would be heartily ashamed. The press
under his command 8cattered broadcast the
same declarations with the samae reckless dis-
regard for trath, and bad been proclaiming
to the country that the Government had
plunged their bands up to the elbows in the
public treasury. The press supporting him
throughout the Province had donme all that
maliguity could do to break down and crush
the oredit of the country, and if their state
ments had not been refuted by everly warrant
drawn on the treasury, the public credit
would bave been ruined i1 every market in
the world. At the very bhour when that por-
tion of the press was charging the Govern-
ment with such reckless expenditure as wonld
make the country bankrupt, sta‘ing that the

debts and expenditure of the Province were
greater than the aasets aund receipts, and in-

viting the public creditors to come.down apon
us, there was, as shown by the official docu-
ments which could not he challenged, a cash
talance of $118,000 to the good, and not only
80, but after deducting every liability in con-
nection with the enormous expenditure of the
year, the Government were able to meet the
house with a surplus of $71,000. Knowing
these facts, had not the hon membar added in-
sult to injury in the at'ack which hs had made
on the financial position of the Government?

Proceeding to the consideration of someitems
of expenditure that had been challenged, the
Hon. Financial Secretary said that whilea Go-
vernment should, as far as possible, limit their
outiay to the amount aunthorized by the legisla-
ture, it was impossible not to exceed the esti-
mate for soma services, aud it was only when
a reckless disregard of the publicinterests was
oxhibited that their conduct in that partienlar
should be called ip guestion. The first item
which had beer: challenged was the charge for
delegation expenses He would not pause here
to vindicate the propriety of these delegatious;
thas on which he was detaited had vindicated
itself,—it had borne fruits already, and in Ca-
nada it was admitted that the resmlts wonld
have justified teo times the outlay. But in
reference to that item every dollar of expendi-
ture was authorized by the House,

The delegates proceeded to Epgland under
a resolution of the Legislature,—was it intend-
ed that they should go at their own cost?
Had the hon. member acted on that principle
himself? He felt it necessary now to meet
these charges of extravagance, though he
would not go back to the guestion touched up-
on by the Provincial Secretary, and shew that
the member for East Halifax was the last man
to make these taunts. The position he desired
to take was, that a government with a tariff so
low as ours could not be extravagant except
by expending 1oore money than the treasury
contained, or by expending it for their own
benefit. Every goverpment was bound to ex-

end the moneys coming from the people; and
1f, instead of having a moderate margin of $60,-
000 in the treasury, there was a balance in hand
of half a million with arevenue of two milliouns,
they might very properly have been question-
ed a8 to their right to have that sum in hand,
and been told that they had committed a crime
in keeping in the chest those moneys of the
people which should have been circulated for
the development of theinterests of the country.
In reference to the expenditure of the past
year, he could safoly ask, was it expended for
the good of the people, or recklessly squander-
ed to suit the interests of the administration?
During the year there had been collected $200,-
000 more than in 1865, and the collection of this
large increase had cost the Province not a
dollar more in the shapse of revenue expenses.
The next item was agriculture, and for the
over-expenditure there he was willing to stand
his trial in any county in the Province. The
next item was the Board of Works, and: the
over-expenditure there bad been explained by
shewing that services had been transferred to
this department to the extent of $90.000 or
$100,000, and it was well known to be imposs-
ible to estimate to the dollar what was required
for this defpartment. Would any man s:g that
when the funds voted had been expended, the
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contractors on the Lunatic Asylum and 8t,
Peter’s Canal should be told that they must
cease operations, when there was an abun-
dance of money in the public chest? Such a
course would be utterly destructive of the pub-
lic interests.

The over-expenditure of $27.000 for Educa-
tion no one could object to, and who could
bave raised a voice as to the outlay in the
Militia Department if it had been $500,000,
when it was made under a resolution which
placed the entire revenue at the disposal of
the Commander-in-Chief? Having gone
through these figures he would proceed to con-
trast the expenditure of the Government with
that of their predecessors in three or four im-
portant items, and would ask the country
which administration they preferred. The late
Government had only spent on the roads and
bridges in four years $464,000, while the pre-
sent Government had appropriated $1,015665
or two thirds more,—for education their votes
were $266,915; those of the present Administra-
tion $550,305 or nearly double. In Navigation
Securities they bad given $20,000, while in the
last four years $194,629, or even nine times as
much as had been voted. That was all the
late Government had done when their vote to
the Militia was but $56,000, while the pre-
sent Government were obliged to with-
draw for that service $300,000. The hon.
member . might call this extravagance, but it
was such extravagance as the country needed
and approved of. and the Government were at
the same time sufficiently conversant with their
duties to enable them to meet all demands up-
on them and to maintain the credit of the coun-
try.

The vote to the Board of Statistics passed.
Also all the other votes excepting that for
miscelianeous services, which was allowed to
lie over.

The Committee adjourned. .

Hon. Pro. SEC. laid on the table a commu-
nication from the Superintendent of Education
in reference to the purchase of meteorological
instruments for the use of academies. Refer-
red to Committee on Education.

Hon. FIN. SEc. Iaid on the table two peti-
tions askiug for return of duties on goods
destroyed by fire. Reterred to Committes on
Trade and Manufactures,

Hon PRrO. SEC. 1aid on the table the Report
of the Adjutant General of Militia,

The house adjourned.

SATURDAY, April 13.
PETITIONS, ETC.

Hon. ATTY. GEN. introduced a bill to incor-

rate the British and American Telegraph
Company. The bill was passed two readings
and was sent to committee. .

Mr. HEFFERNAN introduced a bilttoimprove
the road between Guysboro’ and Canso.

Hon. Mr, MCFARLANE introduced a bill re-
lative to River Philip Harbor. Also a bill to
ingorporate West End Lodge of Good Tem-

lars.

r The resolutions connected with the estimate,
which passed committee of Supply, were adopt-
ed by the House. . )

The House then went into committee on bills
and g;a,ssed the bill relative to the Fall Term of
the SBupreme OCourt at Shelburne; the bill to
amend the act relative to the Registration of

Births, Deaths, and Marriages, and the bilt to
amend the act relating to Provincial Govern-
ment Railways.

The Committee adjourned.

Hon. FIN, S8EC’Y., by command, laid on the
table two petitions in refefence to road dama-
ges. Referred to the committee.

STIPENDIARY MAGISTRATES' BILL.

Hon. Mr. SHANNON moved the third read
ing of the bill to provide for the appointment
of a Stipendiary Magistrate for the City of
Halifax,

Mr. TOBIN moved that the bill be recommit-
ted for tine purpose of conferring upon the
Magistrate the Civil Jurisdiction of the City
Courts.

Mr. BLANCHARD said that such a provision
was contained in the bill when it came up from
the City Council, but the alteration was made
at his suggestion, as he was of opinion that the
united duties would be more than oune wman
could discharge; but as a different opinion
seemed to prevail, he would not oppose the
motion,

Mr, ToBIN thought that when such material
alterations were made in the bill there shounld
have leen some counsultation with the City
Council.

Mr, ANNAND quite agreed that the Council
having asked for one bill, and the committee
haviog framed another, the Council should
have been consulted. They having the funds
in their own hands might refuse o pay the
Judge after his appointment. :

Mr. BLANCHARD did not think that any dif-
ficuity could arise as to the payment of the
judge. It was difficult to give the Council a
voice in the appointinent without giving them
the appointment itself, for if a power of nomin-
ation weregiven them an altercation and diffi-
culty might ensue by the City Council recom-
mending persons whom the Executive would |
decline to appoint.

§@Mr. MILLER said he would not oppose the
motion, although he thought that the alteration
made by the committee as_to the jurisdiction
was wise and judicious. He believed that the
civil and criminal business combined would be
more than one man could attend to. As to the
appointment by the City Council, he did not
believe that that wasa tenure on which any
judge should hold his position. He had been
instrumental in ﬁamng a clause inserted in the
bill placing the Magistrate in the same position
acs regards removal as a judge of the Supreme

ourt. .

Mr. BLANCHARD said he understood that the
opinion among some gentlemen connected with
the City Council was that by baving a regunlar
system in connection with the business one
judge would be able to undertake the whole
Jurisdiction, .

Hon. Mr. SHANNON said that on further
consideration he felt disposed to accede to the
amendment. .

Mr. ToBIN expressed his regret that no
means had been dpevised of meeting the views
of the City Counc] as to the appointment of
the Stipendiary Magistrate, and urged the mo-
tion on the consideration of the House.

Hon. ATry. GEN.8aid that from what had
been seen of the elective system of the United
States, he did not think there would be any
general desire to follow the example there set.
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oven so e Cozzdadll, thers was 50 mearns of
knowing bow far the civic elections might in-
daences the idon of the judge. .

vmgz. Tobin's moton passed.

The House then went into Commitiee on
Bills, and passed the clause asamended.”

Mr, WHITMAXN presentad a petition from in-
babitants of Annapolis asking for a daily malil.
Also a petition against trawl tishing.

CONSTITUTIOI\"OFTHK LEGISLATIVE COlIi\'CXL

Hop. PrOV. SEC’Y said that the honde was
aware that under the Act of the Imporial Par-
lininent which anthorized the legisiature to
change the local comstitytion, the governiment
had brought forward n bill to change the ro-
prescutation in the 'Assombly aud in dotatling
to tho house the whole scheme which had been
dovised he had folt it his duty to stato the
ohsnﬁb which was proposed in relatioy to tho
Legislative Oouncll. Three mombers of that

y had goats i the government and ho was
(uite sure that anyone who had listohed to the
discussion would acquit the govornment . of
any desire to invado thoe privileges of the Lo-
gislative Council. On tho contrary whon tho
gontlomon: who had besn oppossd to Union
proposod the abelition of thit branch of the le-

_glalature tho governmont rosistod the proposal
and Inid themselved opun to tho chargo of
having made a more oxtonsivo change in tho
constitution of the Assombly than in that of
the upper house. Theugh thn?r wory opon o
that chargo the government folt that fn stand-
, ing by so linportant an institution and in main-
taining the numbor of its members ateightoon,
which would allow one representative for dach
county, they wore only discharging tholr duty
to the country. ‘e had. hoen ono of tho
Committes appointed for tho purposo of hold-
ing a conference with the Counoll; for it. was
. desired that the proposal for a reduction of
that body should be made in the most ros-
geotful manaer; and Instead of proceeding by
ill ' & resolution had been fntroduced for
a joint address. . Under existing circumstan-
ces the upper housoe was entirely the ordaturo
of the prerogative, a despatch from the Becro-
tary of State was suflicient to fix the number
of its membors. After proceoding in this tho
most respoctfal manner, as & member of the
committoe he had not attached the slightost
imnportance to the verbal alteration made in
the form of the rdsolution adopted by the
Councll, and as it fully carried out the Inten-
tions of the government, he had no hesitation
in acceptingit. His surprise might, howyever,
be judged when ho-learnt from the report of
the debate -in the Upper house that such a
statement as the following had been mdde b
_the hon. Mr, Almon the leader of the Opposl-
tion in that branch. He used the term ‘‘lea-
der of the Opposition” because he did not
" wishi the house and the country to suppose
‘that that gentleman was in friendly rela-
tions with the government when he was ac-
tually a most determined antagonist of the ad-
ministration. . . R

HBe wished it (o be undersiood that he was
quits’ willing that every bon. gantleman who
was callsd to di the h and respon-
sibls fanctons of a member of the Legisla-
ture, either in the .one braoch or the oiber,
should a all fmee bs able o give totke coun-

1w

taid cu all pabiic qassiicns; bata the same
time L was due to ke Parilament thatitskould
be clearly xnown what posilion such pariies
occupfed.” “ If. it sahould bappen that an bon.
gentleman was sapposed by the house and
country to Lave a connection with the Govern-
-mrent of the day which he dild not hold—if he
was supposed tobe friendly to the Govern-
ment, whereas he was placed in the sirongest
poesible antageonism to them,and wished to
mbarrass thoin on every possibla occasion
t was necossary that the position of a gentle-
man 80 situated shonll be clearly undoerstood,
Under these circumstances, he would have to
refer to the action of the hon. Mr. Almon, in
another place, as that of the leader of the Op-
ositlor. In theoflicial report of the debates
Ee found that hon. member roported as follows

«“Hon. Mr. Almon had-expressed somo doubts as
to the propriety of this resolution when It was first
introduced. e felt very muoh annoyed that sunoh u
rogolution should come from tl:i¢ Lowor Hraunoh of
the Leglsiaturs. e considored it vory improper on
thelr pirt, and wholily unjustitiadle.” . ‘

Ho had, for some timo payt, known tho post--
tion of tho hon. gentloman in rolation t tho
Government, and hohad aprotty accurato idea
of tho ontsop’ of this antagonlsm. He had -
cortalnly founl with much surprise that the
chapgo could bo' brought agalnat the Qoveru-

{ ment or the 4.ogialature of having invaded tho
privilogos of the Uppor Branch. There was
no moember of the .House but must {oel, that
#o far from the Mouse having invaded the pril-
vilgges of the athor Branch, they had only
boon discharging o duty properly devolving
upon tham o a portion of the Logislature.

-1t was onily tho ‘othor day that thoe Leglsia-
tive Council, in thelr wisdom, thought proper .
to infttiato a bLill touching the franchise of the
country. lHow camo the lLegislative Council
tnto oxintonce?’ By -the action of the house.
W ho had clinhged the constitution of the Coun-
cll? The housy. Although nominated by the
Orown, snd holding its fumotions from tho
Orown, it.was actually to the house that it
owed its origin, By thoe house had It’ bcon
touched, timo and agaln, in order to bring it
fnto nutson-with tho viewns and sentiments of
the people of this country. .
" Ho wonld only say, under all tho ciroum-
stances, that he felt it would ill become him,
matntaining as he must the privileges of, the
House, to proceod a stop further in relation to
tHis mpatter.-I'he Government would not,thore-
fore, ask the-House to appoint any committee
ofconference in connection with the subject.
The object tn view had already been fully at-
talned by the Government, and they would
have the opportunity of plminf before Her
Majesty the views of the Legislature. With-
out any further controversy upou s (question
of privilege, the matter could be aaiistactorily
disposged of by the Government, and in such a
a way as to fully accomplish the object they
had in view in introducing .the resolution to
the House. He would only suggest to those
gentlemen wha appeared to be desirons of gi-
{ ving tlte Committee of Privileges something to
do, that they might more profitabl em&oy
their time than in troubling ‘the ves about
a resolution passed unanimously ply the popc-
lar, branch of the Legielature. They migit
maoch prostably occupy themselves in cone-
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dering how far it wag legitimate for any gen-
tleman to sit in the other branch of the Legis-
lature, when, according to the Royal Instruc-
tions ho bad deprived himself of ths right to
the seat. It was well known that a member
of the Legislative Council could not take his
seat if he was absent for a year from the Pro-
vince withont permission undsr the Royal sign
manual,

Mr. 8. CAMPBELL 8aid that it was hardly to
be expected that he should rise to speak in
refersnce to this matter, sinceit appeared to
be simply a personal question between the
Governmeunt and a gentleman in the other
branco. He thought, however, the hon. msm-
ssrs had hardly done justice to the case as
stated fn the paper inhishand. As be remem-
hored it, the suggestion that the guestion should
be submitted to the committee on Privileges
did not originate with the hon. geuntlemen re-
f@lrred to, but with the President of the Coun-
eil,

Hon PRO SECY.—Who made the motion?

Mr. 8. CAMPBELL 8aid that looking over the
report he found that he was quite right. The
Pregident of the Council was reported to have
said praviously to the remarks of the Hon. Mr,
Almon:—

“Hon. President waa very desirgus to meet
the views af the Government, but he thought
that by pagsing the resolution the house would
not be acting in conformity with its privileges
and dignoity. He disliked that part of the re-
solntion which gave amem? arthe oppertunity
of being absent from the house for two years.
The seat of a member absent for one year
should be declared vacant. The resolution
onghtto ba referred to the Committee on Pri-
vileges.” X

Hon. PrOV. SEC. said that it was, howaver,
the hon. Mr. Almon who' had made the mo-
tion to refer the question to the Committee on
Privileges.

Mr. AXD said if the measure was a good
one—if the Government believed it was sound
in priuciple, he did not see why the action of
any gentleman in the other branch shonld
divert their attention from it.

Hon. Prov. SECY. said that the object in
view ‘would still be carried. The motion ade
by Mr. Almon was only prevented being
brought to a vote by the initiation and adop-
tion of a new resolution. If the house pro-
ceeded any further in the matter, it would be
tantamount to an admission that there was
gomething in the charge that had heen made.
Nobody would deny that the house had a per-
fect right to touch the counstitution of the
Council. -

Mr. MCLELAX said it was perfectly legiti-
mate for any member of the Oouncil to ques-
tion any resolution that came up from the

house.
The subject then dropped.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Mr, ToBIN presentsd a partial roport from

the railway committes. L .
Mr, 8. MCDONNELL presented a pstition

from Charles McCoy and 140 other rdgidents

of Wycocomagh, in the countiof Invérpess, |t
t!

asking for a special grant for the erectionof a
whart at that place. He said that on the dym-
pletion of the railway to Picton, i§ wady
pected that there would be one cofitfnug

route to Sydney, and the necessity for a wharf
at the place mentioned was very evident.—
This was not a matter of merely local import-
ance, for the work would shorten the time of
travel very materially. While the journey to
Inverness at present occupied two days, after
the opening of the Pictou line,and the establish-
ment of the necessary accommodation at other

laces, the trip could be made in ten hours.

his matter affected the interests of the whole
island of Cape Breton, and the petition was
very respectably and influentially signed. He
trusted that this matter would not be lost sight
of fin the supplementary estimate which was
usually brought down.

On calling over the list of commmittees,

Mr. Ross remarked that the attention of the
committee on Indian Affairs had been direct-
ed to the fact that large sums were due to the
service from the proceeds of lands which had
been sold. X

Mr ToBIN urged that the getinon of Mr.
Hyde for compensation for depreciation:of
property by the railway extension be taken
into consideration by the house, instead of be-
ing investigated by the committee, as it was a
matter that would 0cCupy & great deal of time
and delay the committee’s final report.

Mr. ARCHTBALD briefly explained tho na-
ture of Mr. Hyde's claim.

The house then adjourned.

MONDAY, April 15,

The House met at 3 o’clock.

A number of private and local bills were
forwarded.

Hon. FIN, SEC. moved the adoption of the
subdivision of the ordinary road grauts. He
said that this was the same subdivision as that
of last year, Passed,

Hon. ATTY. GEN. presented a petition from
the trustees of Preston school section, in refer-
ence to a difficulty which bad arisen in cbtain-
ining a proper title to certain lands, which it
was considered desirable to purchase for
school purposes. Referred to committee on
Education.

Hon. Pro. 8Ec. laid on the table the Catalo-
gue of Acadia College.

Mr. ARCHIBALD asked leave to introduce &
bill to provide for the inspection of petroleum,
coal oils, burning flaid, and to regnlate the sale
thereof. i

Hon. Pro. SEG, laid on tha table a statement
asked for by the hon. member for East Halifax
showing the liabilities incurred in the construc-
tion of the Pictou Railway.

Mr. PRYOR, chairman of committee on Pri-
vate and Local Bills, reported up the follow-

ing:—

Eo incorporate the trustees of St. John's
Church, Albion Mines,

To provide for the erection of a Court and
Poor House at Cornwallis. N

To enable the Sessions of the diatrict of Ar-
gyle to sell a fire engine:

To alter the bounds of two school sections at
Shubenacadie. )

To alter a polling place in the County of Pic
0

.
To amend the act relative to the Roman O3
tholic Cemetery, Dartmouth.

To incorporate St. George’s Lodge, of Fre3
masons, Wolfville.
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To incorporate the Temperance League, of
King’s Co.

The House then went into committes, and
passed the preceding bills, and also the follow-

ing:—

%o incorporate the Cuamberland Coal Mining
Company.

To incoxa:orate the Cape Breton and Glasgow
Railway Co.

The committee rose and reported

PETITIONS, &C. .
Mr. HEFFERNAN presented a petition from
the distriot of St. Mary’s, Guysboro’, praying
for an extra Session of the Supreme Court in
that district. Also, a bill in accordance with
the prayer thereof,

Mr. 8, CAMPBELL spoke favorably of the
prayer of the petitioners; the bill would enable
them to receive facilities to which they were
fairly entitled. The people at the other end of
the country were quite willing that the appli-
cation should be granted.

Hon, ATTY. GEN 8aid he would not oppose
the bill, although it inaugurated a new policy
to a oertain extent.

Mr. BOURINOT presented petitions from
Louisburg and Lorraine, relative to inspections
of Pickled Fish,

Mr. 8. CAMPBELL presented from Guysboro’
petitions relative to the inspection of pickled
fish; also relative to the rights of our fisher-
men on their own fishing grounds. He stated
he was not ready to acquiesce in the prayer of
the first mentioned petitions, but he felt very
strongly on the subject of the sgstem of licen-
sing American fishermen that had been adop-
ted last year. He believed the rights of our
people to these fisheries were inalienable.

r. DONKIN presented petitions from a
number of persons living on River Philip, to
change the name of their settlement; also a
bill in accordance with the prayer thereof.

Mr. MILLER introduced a bill in reference
to the division of the County of Richmond into
two municipal districts, in accordance with
the prayer of petitions he had presented on a
previous day. He pointed out that the coun-
ty was geograﬁhically divided into two natural
divisions, each containing about the same
population. .

Mr. LONGLEY alluded to the system hereto-
fore pursued in relation to the importation of
Canadian flour coming through New Bruns-
wick, and on which duty was exacted.

Hon. FIN, SEC. would give a definite answer
in a few days.

Mr., ANNAND_also called attention to the
fact that Oanadian crude oil was char
duty, although it entered free into the neigh-
boring Province.

The house then adjourned.

TUESDAY, Apriljl6.

The house met at 3 o’clock.

MISCELLANEOUS,

Hon, FIN. 8EC.,in accordance witha request
which had been made, laid on the table a re-
port concerning the road from the west branch
of River John to Riversdale.

Mr. BOURINQT remarked that the number
of petitions being continually presented to the
Committee on Post Office affairs prevented
that committee from bringing its labouts to a
conolusion.

A number of private and local bills passed
‘a third reading,

Hon. PrOV, 8EC, laid on the table a report
in reference to St. Peter’s.Canal. In reply to
a guestion asked by Mr. Locke, he said it was
hoped that the tenders taken in May last
wo;xéd be sufficient for the completion of the
work.

REVENUE MATTERS.

Hon. FIN. SECY. 1aid on the table 2 petition
from H. Kaulback, et. al., agking the cancella-
tion of commercial bonds, Also a petition
from Rand & Tupper for return of fine impos-
ad by the Board of Revenue.. He said that the
latter petition was presented in consequence
of animpression that the subject to which it
referred had entered into the censideration of
the committee on Trade and Manufactures in
deciding upon another claim which the peti-
tioners had made.

Mr, ANNAND said that the previous appli-
cation was not viewed favorably by the com-
mittee, because the principle which it involv-
ed was not one in their opinion that should be
established. As a partial report from the
Committee on Trade and Manufactures, he in-
troduced a bill to repeal the provisions in a re-
cent Act, which makes it compulsory on par-
ties trading to the coasts of Labrador and New.
foundland to produce consular certificates of
the landing of their goods at a port of entry.
He said that the bill would bring matte:s back
to their position before the passage of the Act
of last year,

Hcp, FIN. SEc.said that the Act was passed
at the instance of the Board of Revenue, and
there were strong reasons in its favor. He
thought the hon. member should consider the
matter carefully before proposing the repeal
of the law.

Mr. ToBIN s2id that the Act alluded to had
paralyzed a large and valuable trade to the
places named, and had inflicted great injury
to the merchants engaged in it. He thought
that the large number of petitioners were en-
titled to have their views considered hefore
those of the two gentlemen at whose instarce
the Act was passed. It was well known that
merchaats trading to the Newfoundland coast
would have to send their vessels to the United
States to be fitted out if the law were re-
tained. No such Actcould be considered ne-
cessary in view ot the fact that the merchants
of England carried or an enormous trade- all
over the world, and no one ever heard of any
merchant to whom their exports were consign-
ed being obliged to obtain the consul’s certifi-
cate that the goods had been landed in order
to cancel the exporter’s bonds. The rule
adopted in otber countries was to punish per-
sons caught in illicit trade with such severity
that they would not attempt it again. A great
part of the Newfoundland coast not being under
revenue laws, it was very hard tl:at vessels
going to such localities should be compelled to
pay duties by clearing for a port of entry. The
effect of the law was only to put money into
the treasury of Newfoundland at the expense
of our traders. 'I'he proper mode to preven:
illicit trade would be to increase the penalty
and not to lay on this burthensome restric-
tlon for the sake of resiraining 2 few indivi-
duals from violating the law.



132

DEBATES AND PROCEEDINGS

BILLS.

Mr CHURCHILL presented a petition against
the bill introduced by Mr. Hill, to amend the
law relating to dyke and marsh lands.

Mr. ARCHIBALD reported the following bills
fcom the committes on law amendments; the
bill relative to commissioners of sewers, hav-
ing relation to a tract of marsh land lying be-
tween the two Provinces; the bill to amend
chap. 61 R, 8.,.* of commissioners of streets,”
the object of which was to change the mode
of appointing the commissioners for the town
of Picton; the bill relative to the appropriation
of fines for violation of the license law in New
Glasgow, the committee recommended to be
deferred as it had Beeu rejeeted by the ses-
stons; a bill to amend the law relating to li-

nses for the sale of intoxicating liguors; a
bill relative to the sale of school houses, and
the bill relating to highway labor in the coun-
ty of Richmond. The committee also reported
a bill to amend certain certain ckapters of the
Revised Statutes: 18t—As to partition of land
extending to cases of property devised the re-
cent provision concerning the partition of in-
testate estates. 2nd—In relation to the Pro-
bate Gourt, giving the Judge the power to make
such orders after an order of insolvency as he
might deem xecessary. 3rd—To amend the
law relating to interrogatories in cases in the
Supreme Court. 4th—To authorize the tax-
ation of larger counsel fees, than are at pre-
sent allowed, where the Judge may see fit to
allow them.  Sth—To equalize the witnesses
foes in the Sapreme Court and Inferior Courts.
6th—To enable Prothonotaries to take the
bonds necessary, to be given in actions against
absent and absconding debtors. ’

LICENSE FEES IN PICTOU.

Hon. FiIN. SEC, moved that the report of the
committee in reference to the bill to alter the
mode of appropriating license fines in the town
of New Glasgow be not agreed to. He said
that the inhabitants desired the privilege of
expending in their own township the fines col-
lected there. He thought that the disburse-
ment of the fand would not be improved by

the clmug]g'-RA

Mr. D. SER sustained the report of the
committee, and remarked that the bill had met
the strong opposition of the sessions

Mr. MriLER said that the bil was reported
against on two grounds: it was net considered

wise to adopt exceptional- legislation, and in-

addition to that the bill had been opposed be-
fore the committee by one of the members re-
presenting the county. :

‘Mrx. ARCHIBALD supported tho report on the
ground that all. ) on such subjects
should be general, and not loocal.

Hon. F1IN. SEC. replied thmt the bill affected
nearly the whole of one eléctoral division; it
was not of an exceptional character, and would
not take the disbursement out of the hands of
the Sessions, but would give to .the locality in
whioh the most vigilance existed in relation to
the license law the benefit of the fund s0 rea-

lized.

Mr, ARCHIBALD said that the effect of such
legislation would be to cut up the fund into
small driblets that could do no good to the sec-
tions in which they were applied.

Hon. ATTy. GEN. remarked that the rule
against exceptional legislation was very good,

but it had been lost sight of in a great many
instances. For example a general statatelabor
law was passed a few years ago, and ten out
of eighteen counties were exempted from its
operatioh. He thought that the argnments in
favor of allowing the district where the great-
est vigilance existed to enjoy the benefit of the
fund raised from the fines were very strong,
and instead of throwing out the bill on account
of the application being local, he thought it
might have been wise to have applied ths
change to the whole Province. - He expressed
himeelf opposed to the policy -of imposing hea-
vy fines and enacting too stringent regulationn
in reference to liceinse. )

Mr. D. FRASER and Mr MCKAY urged that
the amendment of the Hon. Finanocial Secre-
tary be withdrawn. ¢

Mr. ToBIN said he felt it his duty to vote
against the bill, principally because the mem-
bers representing the county were not unani-
mous in its favour. '

The amendment was withdrawp,—the bill
was deferred for three months.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Hon. PrROV. BECY. laid on tha:table.the re-
port of the committee of the Legislative
Library.

The house then went into committee on
bills, and passed the bill relative to the parti-
tion of lands; the bill t4 aunthorise the sale of
school houses in certain cases; the bill to
amend the act relating to Oommissioners of
Sewers; the bill to amend certain chapters of
the Revised Statutes, and the bill to incorpor-
%te lt,‘rhe Pictou Mechanies’ Institunte Savings

ank.

The committee adjourmed. - »

Hon. ATTY, GEN. introduced a bill to pro-
vide for the holding of an Agricultural Exhi-
bition in 1868, Be said that the exhibition
was authorized to be held by the Legislature,
but no provision had heen made for the neces-
sary funds. A Provincial grant of $6000 was
intended.

Mr. MCDONXELL said that this was not an
expenditure in which he felt disposed to con-
cur. He failed to see that any adequatere-
turn was realized from the large expenditure
qonnected with these exhibitions.

The House adjourned.

. memsmr,iApril 17, 1867.
The House miet at 3 o’clock
SUBDIVISION OF ROAD GRANT.

. Hon FIN SEc’y laid on the table the subdivi-
sion of the special road grant. He said that" this-
was made in the same ratio as the ordinaay grant
with the exception of two or three counties, for
which special provision was made.

Mr S CampBiLL said he felt in daty bound to
comment upon the absence of any provision for
the bridge across the St Mary’s River. From the
manuer in which the petition had been reccived
he expected that this service which had the strong-
est claims -for consideration would have been
favorably received. The Government could not
plead want of funds for they had given for new
roads in Colchester County $3,500, for the River
Philip Bridge $5000, for -the Liverpool Bridge
$8000 and for the public pier at Digby $1000.
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He felt that in this respect his constituents had
been treated with gross injusticz, and that he
would be a traitor to them if he failed to expregs

in the strongest language his condcmnation of the-

subdivision. The petition had come from a class
of individuals who were doing a great deal to de-
velope the resources and;add to the revenues of the
country and whose claims were in cvery respect
entitled to consideration. He would be bound to
submit, however, to the iujustice -of the govern-
ment on this, as on other occasions.

Hon Pro. SEC was sorry that the hon member
approached the subject with the impression that
the Government desired to do injustice to his
constituents for such was not the case,—only a
few days ago, when the vote for Navigation Se-
curities was nudcr discussion, the government
had on the representations of the hon gentloman
agreed to erect a light house which he'had stated
to be a nccessary public work, although the cost
and maintenance would be great. As to the ar-
gument that the moneys at the disposal of the
government were sufficient because grants had
been made to other works, it would be seen that
this was tke very reason why the grant asked for
by the hon member could not be made. Only a
portion ofthe sum stated as being given for roads
in Colchester County was in the nature of a spe-
cial grant, and the necessity of making these
roads to connect with the railway was evident if
the benefits of the line were to be extended to the
settloment thronghout the country. The River
Philip Bridge had been built a few years ago over
one of the largest rivers in the Province that were
spanned by a bridge, the length being half a mile,
—span after span had broken down and the mem-
bers for the county had been obliged to borrow
£1,800 to keep up the communication. As to
the Liverpool bridge the existing one was subject
to tolls, and as it was going into decay and the
proprietors had no intention of continuing the
communication, their charter having expired, the
work contemplated was essential. Its cost would
be $12,000, and the members for the county
would have to furnish $4000 in addition to the
grant.. So far from being dispesed to ignore the
claims of any constituency the government would
have been only too glad to have given all the
applications @ favorable consideration, if the
means at their disposal warranted it,

Mr Looke expressed his regret that no grant
had been made for the survey of the road from
Shelburne to Annapolis. The application had
beon made continually for the last ten years and
the Government had promised last year that the
survey would be made. v

Hon Pro SEC’Y said that when the hon mem-
ber was in power himself he must have turned a
doaf ear to the application. That fact threw sus-
picion on the genuineness of the request for the
present government had not treated the hon gen-
tleman’s constituents worse than he had treated
them himself. .

Mr LookE said that he would not make com-
plaint.only for the promise made by the Govern-
ment last year. :

Hon, APrY. GENERAL said that when in charge
of the financial department last year, he hed made

a promise in referenca to this work, but the hon.
member was largely to blame for not reminding
the government of the promise during the vaca-
tion.

Mr. BouRINOT expressed his regret that the
government had not been able to provide for the
erection of the bridge over Little Bras d’'Or. A
petition from the inhabitants had been forwarded,
and they offered to contribute by subscription to
the amount of §1400.  He and his colleagues to-
gether with the members for Vietoria had for-
warded to the government the following letter on
the subject:- -

Halifax 30th March, 1867.

S1r,—Wo have the honor to lay before the Ge-
vornment for its consideration, the accompanying
plan of & Bridge, which is intended to be erected
across the Little Bras d’or, which separates Cape
Breton proper from the island of Boularderie,
which bridge will be the connecting link of the
only main post road leading from the Cape Bre-
ton Coal Mines to the Counties of Victoria an
Inverness. :

With the plan you have the letters of Mr. Cran-
dall, an American gentleman, of a well establish-
ed reputation for scientific attainments of -a high
ordzr, which explain fully the nature of the pro-
posed structure. )

The present means of communication is now
by a ferry-boat, named the “ Charles Tupper,’ a
most inconvenient and uncertain conveyance
which has to bekept in repair at much expense.

We entertain the hope that the Government
will take immediate means of erecting it. Itis a
work which must be considered Provincial, and
not local, and which can be done at a cost of
gsomewhat less than a mile of railway.

It must be remembered that Nova Scotia pro-
per is being intersected with lines of railways lead-
ing to sections which cannot for & moment be
compared in a commercial aspect with the great
resources of Capo Breton.

Wo await with confidence the attention of the
Government to this appeal.

@ remain, Sir,
Your obedient servants,
J. BouzixNor,
Tuaoumas CaLDWELL,
C. J. CampBELL,
W. Ross.
The Honorable The Provincial Secretary, etc.

The work was very necessary, aud the county
would not rest satisfied until its accomplishment.
He would not have been so urgent in this matter
if it were not that the inhabitants had made very
liberal offers, but he would do the government
the justice to say that they had dealt by Cape Bre-
ton in a liberal spirit, as compared with former
goveraments. .Another important matter was the
lighthouse at Guyon Island, which was a place of
resort in connection with the mines. He trusted
that under the changed state of affairs which Con-
federation would produce, Cape Breton would
receive s greater amount of justice than she had
hitherto been abla to obtain and this was one rea-
son why he gave his cordial support to the union
which was about to be consummated. Cape Bre-
ton was on the highway to Canads, and counld
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not fail to receive a great impulse from the ex-
tended commerce and enterprize that were ex-
pected to accrue from the union of the Provinces.

Mr. Ross also expressad his regret that these
two works had {been left unprovided for. He
thought that a special grant should have been
made for the bridge, more especially as the people
had made such liberal offers.  He had not such
sanguine expectations as the hon. member who
preceded him as to the henefits of Confederation,
and feared that the bridge would not be built for
many a year to come. He wished also to ask
that some provigion be made for completing the
breakwater at St. Ann's, which bad been com-

- menced.

Hon Fin Sec’y replied that provision would
be made for the last mentioned work.

Mr AnNAND said that generally speaking, the
subdivision was fair bus there was an important
omission  in roference to his counstituency. It
was well known that in many parts ot East Hali-
fax there were no roads, and that communication
was maintained by dangerous and expensive
ferries. He thought it would have been a true
policy to have made a roud along the Kastern
shore and to have construeted the bridge asked by
Mr Campbell.

Mr KauLBACK 6aid it was natural for gentle-
men to press strongly the claims of their respec:
tive constituencies at that time. It was of great
importance that Lunenburg should have road
communication with the Anpapolis Railway. and
he had hoped that the petitions on this subject
would have riceived attention from the Govern-
ment, more especially as one of them came from
a locality with the very attractive name of New
Canada. e washowever disposel to give the
Guvernment credit of having made liberal grants
to the county for its roads and bridges and Navi-
gation Secarities.

Hon ATty GENERAL said that when the sub-
division was brought down the only cries heard
were, “ money, mousy,” and “ give, give.”” The
object of the grants this year was not €0 much to
encourage the undertaking of new works and the
construction of new linas of road as to placa
within the means of members the repairing of
existing works. The Government could 1ot
have made the larga grant of £10,000 for the
bridge over Little Bras d’or withou4 deing gross
injustice to the other couuties; evea if one fourth
of the whole special grant had been given it woald
not have been one-third of the sum requived, It
would be almost useless to give $2009 or 83000
to & work that would cost $40,000.

Mr Ross—Is not that the principle carried out
ia reference to St. Peter’s Canal ¢

Hon Arry GEN answered that the cansi was a
progressive work carried on uader a parmanent
Act of the Legislature. There had been 2 bridge
at the place alladed to some years ago, and groat
difficulty and co»plaint had heen made by the
inbabitants in consequonco of navigation being
interfered with, --a draw had been put init, and
the whole work had been destroyed by the worms
80 that & stonc one would have to be bailt. If
these works were of such importancs gentlemen

should have shewn their sincerity by offering to
contribute from the road grants No county
would have more reason to make a complaint
thar his own, butthe Government could not he
expected to do impossibilitieg, and had to look to
the interests of all the counties.

Mr Bourinor said that the opposition of the
inhabitants was made to the erection of a wooden
bridge, which would be unsafe. The plan which
he had submitted obviated the difficulty, as ac-
cording to it the bridge could not obstruct navi-
gation, His remarks had been made not with
the view of censuring the government but in order
to shew his constituents that he had not neglected
the duty devolving on him.

Mr Ross, in reply to the Atty General, said
that if the interests of Antigonishe had been ne-
glected, the government should be brought to
account—the representatives for that connty had
the matter in their own hands, but that was no
reason why other couaties should be neglected.
The intention was to bave bauilt the Little Bras
d’Or bridge ef granite so that it would have lasted
for ages—longer, probably, thaa the new do-
minion. The difficatty was that when Confede-
ration was 80 mear there could be no certainty
that if a sum were expended this year any grant
could be obtained next year, while if the old state
of things had been allowed to proceed the work
could have been done gradually with the assur-
ance of regular aid. The very fact that there
had been some years ago a br‘d%e at the locality
referred to was a reason why the facilities of com-
munication should be continued.

Hon Fin SEC’Y said that it the work were of
such importance the hon gentleman might have
appropriated his speciat and a part of his ordinary
grant to it. He would then be in & better posi-
tion to ask that funds be withdrawn from other
counties to its aid.

Mr Ross said that the bridge would not be in
the County of Victoria at all

Hon Fix Sec’y replied that the hon member
would do well not to go outside of his own coun-
ty whon he wished to make complaint. The re-
marks of Mr Bourinot had been made in a very
creditable spirit, and it was possible that it was
from the desire that gentleman's successors in the
representation of the county should have some-
thing to do that the government did not accede
to his request That gentleman had suceceed-
ed in obtaining such large sums of money for
his county that the wonder was that all the
bridges required there had not been bmilt. He
had hoped to have made provision for the bridge
across St Mary's River, but the demands from
evory county had been so urgent thatit was found
impossible to depart from the equal subdivision,
excopt in n very few cases of absolute necessity.
Unless the membors for Camberland had received
the grant for River Philip they would have been
unable to expend a dollar for other parposes and
would have been left in debt. It was essentlal
to repair the damage occasioned to the Digby
wharf, and the grant would be inadequate for
that purpose, The government had endeavored
to do what was fair and honorable irrespective of
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party relations. The hon member for Shelburne
was hardly warranted in his expressions of dis-
trust as to the survey of the Annapolis and Sheol-
barne road, for the Attorney General, who made
the promise last year, was absent from the coun-
try for a great part of the vacation, and, after the
pledge that had been given, the government might
be expected to go on with the work.

Mr Locke thanked the Government for the
asst!xlrance that the survey would be proceeded
with. ]

Mr MoLELAN said that he observed an item of
$1052 charged as an advance against Colchester.
That sum had been expended by the Government
without consulting the members for the county,
and he thought it should go in as a special grant.

Mr BLackwoob said that & charge of $3000 for
expenditure on French River Bridge was charged
against his county. This should have been given
as a gpecial grant, for when thus charged, it ab-
sorbed all the funds at the disposal of members
this year, The special grant had been all appro-
priated for the making of roads in one section of
the county, and the expenditure would produce
little benefit for a long time.

Mr ArcHIBALD said that the large investment
of two millions of dollars in the railway depend-

" od on the ease of access by the great body of the
inhabitants. Although a large sum had been at
first expended in the opening up ot roads for this
purpose, yet it had been replaced by the proceeds
of crown lands, the sale of which had been thus
facilitated.  Last year during his absence $1,600
dollars bad been spent on oneroad in his county,
—he would hardly have advised the expenditure
if he had been present, but since that 6000 tons of
freight had passed over the road, shewing that in
course of time the addition of the railway freight
would be more than an equivalent for the outlay.
The government had therefore acted wisely in
making a grant for roads to connect with the rail-
way. There was an enormous tract of the coun-
try lying in a wilderness state,—the object was to
fill it with the houses of an industrious popula-
tion,and to shew that this object could be attained,
he referred to one locality wherefrom the construc-
tion of a road a settlement had sprung up with its
Post Office, its Literary Society and other local
organizations.  Earltown and Stewiacke had
formerly no connection but by a very circuitous
route, and although they were but twenty miles
apart the length of the journey was sixty miles,
and the result of the recent expenditure there was
to bring these two settlements into contiguity.

Hon Fix SEC’Y, in reply to Mr McLelan said
that the expenditure which he referred to had
been made on the application of himself and Mr
Donkin.

Mr McLELAN replied that the application was
for a special grant,—he had received no reply to
his request and when he had heard that a com-
mission was to issue for the expenditure he
understood that allowance had been made in the
supplementary Estimate. The Government had
expended the money without consulting the mem-
bers and a further sum would have to be laid out
to complete the road this year.

After some further explanations on this point

by hon Atty Gen and Mr Donkin, an intimation
was given by hon Fi1x 8gc that some arrangement
would be make in reference to the expenditaro
and that it would not be charged "against the
county. ’ ’

Hon Mr McFirLaNE remarked that during
the past season numbers of bridges throughout
the country had been swept away. A number of
expensive bridges required an oatlay in the coun-
ty of Cumberland, and a large portion of the ex-
pense in connection with the River Philip Bridge
would have to be taken out of the gront so that
very little would be left for the roads.

The subdivision was adopted.

MISCELLANEQUS.

Thursday next was ordered to he tho last day
for receiving the road scales. .

Mr BLANcAARD presented the petition of the
Nova Scotis Telegraph Company, against a bill
before the House,

Hon Mr SmANNON introdiced a bill to incor-
porate the Halifax Blind Asylum, and in doing 8o,
referred to the large bequest made by the late
William Murdoch for that object.

Hon Prov SEc was glad, as one member ot
the Legislature, to express the pride and gratifi-
cation that he had felt in hearing that Mr Mur-
doch, who had so long been a citizen of Halifax,
had set so creditable an example to other capital-
ists The large sum he had left to the various
charitable institutions in this city could not have
been moro judiciously bequeathed.

Hon Mr SmanNox added that Mr Murdoch’s
liberality was more creditable, inasmuch as he
was not a native of Nova Scotia, although he had
made his money here. He knew of many Nova
Scotians who had gone away and never thought
of their little country again.

Mr. Prxox reported up & bill to add a polling
place in the county of Picteu ; bill to incorporate
the West End Lodge of British Templars, ¥ Wal-
lace ; bill relative to River Philip Harbour, Cum-
berland; bill to incorporate the Picton Mining
Company, with an amendment ; bill to provide
for the settlement of certain causes in Pictou.

HUMANE INBTITUTIONS.

Mr BraNcCHARD, as Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Humane Institutions, reported from
that committee. In reference to the L ospital for
the Insane, the Report says :—

“The Committee have considered the com-
plaints against Dr. DeWolf submitted to the
Government with the Doctor’s reply and the
evidence taken thereon,—the Report of the
Medical Commission and the observations
thereon. They have also heard the testimony
of several witnesses who appeared before the
Committee after public notice, and have given
the most patient attention to the evidencei—
The Committee are much pleased to be able
unanimously to report that there is in these
cases no evidence to fix any blame on either Dr,
DeWolf or any of the attendants employed in
the Institution,and the Committee are satisfied
that the condition in which Mr. Harvey was
found to be after his removal can be well at-
tributed to other causes than either cruelty or
neglect on the part of the oflficers of the Institu-
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tion. The Committee have the more readily
taken this view of the case in consequence of
the most reliable testimony, medical and other-
wise, which has been given before them of
cases equally if not more extraordinary than
the one referred to in which it was beyond
dispute that no efforts have been spared to pre-
vent the deplorable condition which had been
found to exist shortly after death. The Com-
mittee deeply regret that the complaints re-
ferred to should have bad any tendency to
weaken the confldence of the public in the in-
stitution and they desire ag'far asin their power
lies to lessen the feeling which appears to exist
without any sufficient cause.” '

The committee also report favorably of other
humane institutions. In connection with the Deaf
and Dumb Asylum, Mr. Blanchard stated that
there are in that institution some five or six per-
sons receiving education, although natives of the
Province of New Brunswick. Thegovernment of
that Province had hitherto only paid the small
sam of £10 for each, annually ; and the commitieo
therefore thonght that if the directors would ap-
ply through the Government of this Province to
that of New Brunswick, the sum for the support
of the persons in question might be incroased.

In relation to the bill introduced by the Govern-
ment on the subject of the Lunatic Asylum, Mr.
Blanchard: also reported from the committee to
thig effect:  They concur in the proposition for
the appointment of a board of commissioners, but
not in the appointment of a stewsrd and meatron ;
they also unanimously recommend that an assis-
taut physician, at asalary of $1000 a year, be ap-
pointed, instead of a consulting physician.

Mr. McDowNELL introduced an act to establish
2 new polling place in the county of Inverness.

Hon. Prov. 8ro. stated that it would farther
the business of the House if the committees would
vigorously devote all the time they counld to the
completion of the matters beforé them. 'As it was
the Wish of many members to attend the important
public mesting which was to be held on the next
day, and as the House never met on Good Friday,
he l-;voulﬁ move that they adjourn over until Sa-
turday.

Hon. Mr MoFARLANE expressed tho wish that
every gentlemen who possib) l.ly could would attend
ﬂlehfn lic mecting on the following day.

r. ToB1x also slluded to the importance of
the object in view,

The House then adjourned until 3 o’clock on
Saturday. :

SATURDAY, April 20
The house met at 3 o’clock. :

MISCELLANEOUS.

- Mr. DONKIN pregented & petition from Mr.
Kennedg and others, restdents of the mounth of
River Philip, asking a ochange in the name of
the sottlement. Heintrodvced a bill to change
the nams to Brid%eport. .

Hon: PROV. SEC. siggested the adoption of
some -other name. than Bridgeport, as that
name had already been given to several set-
tlements. :

Mr. DoxkIN said that he would take the
suggestion into consideration.

| exanmtiners.

Mr. 8. CAMPBELL introduced a bill to add a
polling place to the county of Guysboro’.

- Mr. S. JAMPBELL reported from the Com-
mittee on Law Amendments the bill for the
more effectnal preveation of cruelty to ani-
mals; the bill relative to the comnveying of
timber and lumber onTivers; the bill to amend
the law relating to county assessments, and
the bill relating to statute laborin the county
of Richmond. The committes reported unfa-
vorably of all accepting the last named bill,
stating, however, that they would approve of
the adoption of the first mentioned bill as far
as the city of Halifax was concerned if de-
ferred for three months.

Dr. BRowNX introduced a. bill to incorporate
the Gaspereaux School House and Public Hall
Company.

Hon. ATTY, GEN. introduced a bill to repeal
chap. 16, Acts of 1859, and to substitute cor-
tain provisions therefor, He said that the
object was to repeal the law providing for the
holding of nominations in the various elec-
toral divisions, and to provide that the nomi-
nation be held in the court house of the shire
town of each county.

Mr. BLACKWOOD reported from the Com-
mitee on Private and Local Bills, the bill to in-
corporate the Gas-Consumers’ Company of
Halifax with amendment.

EDUCATION.

Hon. Prov. SECY., as a partial report from
the committee on Education, introduced a bill
entitled “ An Aet for the better encouragément
of Education.” He said that the first two
clauses would enable two school sections to be
united where it was desired, . The bill further
providad for the appointment by the Council
of Publio Instruction of a provincial board of
He said that under the existing
arsangement, teachers had to be re-examined in
passing from one county to another; the change

roposed would lessen the exgenae by one-

alf, and the license fssued by the board
would extend over the whole Province. The
bill would also amend the law as it relates
to the city of Halifax, by taxing every male
person of full age, being resident in the city
for six months and upwards, to the extent
of $1; this poll-tax would, however, only ap-
ply to thoso who had not bean rated to that
amount on their property, and was designed
to meet the cage of parties who children be-
ing educated, but who paid nothing under
the existing law, The Oity Council would
have the power to relieve any persons thus
taxed who woere unable to pay. He sald that
an explanatory clause had also been inserted,
to place beyond doubt the fact that the law
intended the assessment to apply.only to in-
habitants; there were cases in whigh parties
resident in Dartmouth had been assessed in
Helifax for property there, althomgh they
previously paid into the county “treasuty a
tax on all property within the county. ‘The
bill provided Blso that the public grant might
be paid qulrteﬁ{ to the commissioners for
the city of Halifax; that the commissioners
should be authorized to sell the debentures
which they have the power to issne a$ the cur-
rens rates, and that the commisaioners shounld
be paid $1000 for their services. The Pro-
vincial Secretary said it mig}t seem_ objec-
tionable that this board should be paid, while
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the boards throughout the country were un-
paid; but these gentlemen, whose position in
the community was such as to make their
time of great importance, discharged also the
duties of trustees, for whom pag’ was provided
in other places by the existing law. The
board had met no less than 235 times during
the last year, and they would not be expect-
ed to devote so much time a8 was required
without remuneration.

Mr. S. McDoxxeLL asked whether it was
the intention that the sec<ion in which the own-
ers of property resided should receive the bene-
fit ot the assessment rather than of the section
in which the property was sitnated. He did
not think such a provision wise, for a section
might have sufficient property to support & goo1
school, and yet receive no support from such
property, as its inhabitants might live in ano-
ther section.

Hon. Prov. SEc. replied that the clause in
the bill was only explanatory of the existing
law, The difficulty did not arise in the coun-
try sections, for the rate was levied by counties.
But the question had arisen between Halifax
city and the county outside, there being two
bodies charged with the collection of the rate.

Hon. Prov. SEc. laid on the table the report
of the Superintendent of Education.

THE HOSPITAL FOR THE INSANE.

Mr. BraxcaARDp moved the adoption of the
repert of the Committee on Humane Institu-
tions. He said that members of the committee
had requested him to state that not only had the
committee, as a body, visited the Insane Asy-
lum, but that every member of it had made a
surprise visit.

he report was adopted.

The House then went into committee on bills
and took up the bill relating to the Hospital for
the Insane.

Hon. Prov. SEc. said that the bill had been
brought forward with the sole desire to re-estab-
lish public confldence in the institution, and af-
ter giving the report of the committee their
most careful consideration, he and his colleagues
had come to the conclusion that the desired ob-
ject would be as well, if not better attained, by
the bill introduced by the committee. He,
however, entertained & strong opinion in favour
of the payment of the three commissioners to
be appointed. The amount need vot be consis
derable—say $200 each ; but'it was only right
that gentlemen charged with such heavy res-
ponsibility, and devoting so much time as
would be required of them, should be remune-
rated in such a way as to defray incidental
charges and secure a prompt attendance.

Mr. BLANCHARD remarked that one view of
the committee recommended a change from
the bill introduced by the Government was
that the moneys saved by the change would be
sufficient to pay the salary of the assistant
physician. He did not, however, think that
the committee objected to the payment of the
Commissioners. X

Hon. PROV, BEC, concurred with the com-
mittee as to the appointment of an assistant
physician, and 1tsl;onght that such an appoint-

ment would serve the same end as {i.e appoint-
ment of a steward and matron.

Mr. S. CAMPBELL guggested tha! a provision
be inserted in the bill to the affect that the as-
sistant physician be of a certain number of
years’ standing.

Hon. ProvV. SE€. thought that such a pro-
vision would hamper the choice of the Gov-
ernullleut, especially if the salary offered was
small.

Hon. ATTY. GEN. remarked that as the offi-
cer to be appointed would only be a subordi-
nate, there was not the same necessity for in-
gerting such a condition as there might be if
he were to be the head of a department.

The bill passed.

CONSUMERS' GAS COMPANY,

The bill to incorporate the Consumera’ Gas
Company was then taken up.

Hon FIN. SEC. said that tha object of the
measure was to do away with the practical
monopoly of the present company, and to af-
ford the citizens cheap gas. The committee
on private bills had introduced an objec-
tionable amendment compelling the company
to lay their pipes at least four feet from the
present company’s pipes and from the water
pipes. The only objects served by the amend-
ment would be to obstruct the new company
and to deprive the citizens of Halifax of a
great advantage,—the intention being that an
opportunity should be aftorded to every gas
consumer to become a share-holder in the new
company. If such a change were made in the
bill it would be necessary to blast the rock all
through the streets instead of laying the pipes
in the trenches already formed. He could see
no reason why they should be compelled to go
to such a large outlay, especially as the new
company, when they extend their operations
to new localities, must submit to have their ex-
cavations used by the present company in the
same way. He moved that the clause insert-
ed by the committee be struck out.

Mr. TOBIN gaid that he understood that the
greuent Company did not desire a monopoly,

ut care should be taken that their rights
were not interfered with or their property in-
jured. The pipes should be kept at a sufficlent
distance to enable the officers of the respective
companies to ascertain from which pipes an
escape of gas was going on. The committee,
he thought, were the best judges of the argu-
ments which had been brought before them.
He did not wish to obstruct the investment of
capital by the new company, but he desired to
prevent the difficulties which appeared in the
way, and to secure to the present company
the enjoyment of any rights which had n
given to them,

Hon. ATTY. GEN, said that the existing com-
pany had incurred the outlay in connsction
with their excavations, purely as a specula-
tion, and they should not therefore be allowed
to obstruct a measure evideatly beneficial to
the citizens at large. It was notorions that
the price of gasin Halifax was three times
what it was in many parts of England, and
was higher than in any part of the world. He
agreed that exiating rights should not be in-
terfered with, but it was evident that the com-
pany had no claim to the exclusive enjoyment
of the streets, and if any damage was done to
the pipes already laid, the new company wounld
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he liable heyond doubt to make it good. The
difficulty of ascertaining from which pipe an
escape cams would be as great when they
were at n distance of four feet as at two feet or
less; and in any case hs presumed that the
game arrangement would have to be made be-
tween the two companies. He could not see
any reason why the new pipes should not at
auny rate be laid in the trenches made for the
watar pipes,—no objection had been inade on
tha$ point by the City Council. He thought
that the ogposition proceeded from a desire to
obstruct the new company rather than from a
fear of any actual injory.

Mr. ANNAND said that all his prejudices
were in favor of the new ccrapany, but he
could not shut his eyes to the fact that their
predecessors had speunt a large sum in their

- excavations, and it was not improbable that
at some futurs time they might wish to avail
themselves of the entire openings that had
besn made. It reemed unfair to allow another
body to come in and make use of the expendi-
ture, without compensation. The case of a
telegraph company asking permission to place
their insulators on the posts of another com-
pany, would be precisely similar.

Mr. BLACK\VOO{) said that tLe principal ob-
jections urged by the existing company were
that the gas would be supplied cheaply to the
consumers at the expense of tha present com-
pany, by the excavatious which had cost £28,-
000, being used. He thought it only fair that
compensation should be made to the old com-
pany. A gas bill which Lad passed some
years ago had contained such a provisicn as
the committes intended.

Hon. Prov. SEC. eaid he did not ge2 tie pro-
priety of burdening the new company with an
unnecessary expenditure e thought that
the pipes could be put down in the excavations
for the water worke, and this would prevent
£30.000 or £30,000 being wasted. It would be
o great nuisance to the citizens to have the
streots opened up for the whole of another sea-
son for the purpose of blasting, which could
not be necegsary. He thoughtthat some mode
should be adopted of settling this matter in a
fair and equitable way, without passing the
clause as it stood.

Mr. Tonix said that he had no peréonal in-
terest whatever in the matter, and indeed his
prejudices were in favor of any company which
would ensure the public cheap gas. At the same
time he did not think it fair after a company
had gone to a large expensc in making excava-
tions, laying pipes, and supplying the city with
gas, to allow a new company to make yse of its
Inbours without affording it compensalion. If
there was a clausein the bill which would en-
able the two companies to come to some arrange-
ment mutually satisfactory, he wounld ke quite
content.

Hon. Atry. GX. did not agree with the hon.

ntleman in the conclusions he had arrived at.
‘or twenty years and more the present compaay
had been making very handsome profits, and
now ware desirous of hampering a new company
with a heavy expense at the very inception of its
enterprise. The present company had no ex-
clusive privilege to the streets. “They should
not be allowed to levy a contribution on any

competitors, as was now proposed to be done.
It was the duty of the Legislature to give to the
citizens cheap and good gas.

Mr. HesB was desiroms of giving as many
charters as necessary to new enterprises. He
believed it was the wrong policy to leave the gas
in the hands of any single company. Let the
new company lay down the pipes wherever it
chose, but the moment it injured the p'tlpes of the
present company, compensation should be given
to the latter. .

Hon. Mr. SuanNo~ said, no doubt cheaper
gas would be a great boen ; at the same time,
however, nothing unfair to any body should be
done, He did not think any company would
now have as mauch difficulty in excavating as
was anticipated. The rock omly lay in a series
of ledges runnin% down to the harbour. The
gas company had broken what rock there was to
a considerable extent. He was in favour of the

ipes of the two comganies being brought with-
1n two feet at least of each other.

Hon. FIn. Sec. was not in favor of compensa-
tion. The present company had no right to
prevent any privileges such as those asked for
being granted te the new company. For twen-
ty five years they had put on such a price as
would reimburse them for all outlays, and leave
a very large profit besides. If they would im-
pose burthensome terms upon the new company,
then the public could never have the cheap gas
which it was hoped to obtain. There was no
likelihood of the pipes interfering with each
other. It did not follow that the company would
lay down its pipes exclusively in tte trenches of
the old company. The places where the water
pipes were laid would be equally available.

Mr. McLELAN could not but feel that since
the old company had expended so much mone
—some £28,000—in making excavations, 1t
would be unfair to allow a new company to step
in and avail itself of the same excavations with-
out giving the former some compensation.

r. S. CampBELL thought it would be an in-
justice to allow the new company to come in
and make use of the labors of the old company
without compensating the latter.

Hon. Mr. SeaNNoN said that the present
company, under the old manager, had made very
poor work in - excavating some places; but un-
der Mr. Buist it had been well done.

Mr. BLANCHARD also urged the claims of the
new company to favorable consideration.

_ Mr. KauLBack was opposed to all monopo-
lies, and was in favor of giving the privileges
sought for to the new ecompany.

After some further remarks on the subject,

Mr. Tosix moved to amend the clause by in-
serting two feet instead of four. He made the
motion, he stated, at the suggestion of Mr. Shan-
non, who had had an opportunity of seeing such
operations as those in question.

Hon. Mr. McFARLANE was in favour ofgiv-
ing every necessary facility to the pew gas com-

any. :
b On a division, Mr. Tobin’s amendment was
lost by 19 t0 16. An amendment made by the
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Financial Secretary, that the clause be struck
out, was then carried. The bill then passed as
amended.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Tiae following bills also passed in committec :

To add a polling place in the county of Pic-
tou.

To incorporate the West End Lodge of Temp-
lars, Wallace. '

Relative to River Philip Harber, Cumbe:land.

The committee then adjourned and reported.

Mzr. LoNGLEY laid on the table the road scale
for Annapolis county.

Mr. Ax~axp remarked that one of the hon.
gentleman’s colleagues, Mr. Ray, was out of
town. He hoped that the division of the road
moneys for the county had been made with a due
consideration of that gentleman’s interests.

Mr. LoxgLeEY replied that Mr. Ray had re-
ceived the same consideration as formerly. -

Mr. BLANCHARD introduced an Act relative
to the manufacture of vinegar.

r. MILLER, an Act farther to amend 19 R.

S of licenses for the sale of intoxicating li-

uors; also 1aid on the table the road scale of

the county of Richmond. In reference to the

latter, he stated that in the absence of his col-

league, he had of course not tracked the whole
of the grant.

Mr. LONGLEY presented a petlition from
Sons of Temperance, ‘Whycocomagh, in Inver-
nuess Countf, praying for some alteration in
the license law.

Hon. ATTY. GEN. introduced an act to
amend Chap. 41 R. 8., relative to coroners. It
provides for the hold{ng of an inquest in the
case of a sudden death at the Hoapital for the
Insane, or any jail or penitentiary; also, for
the holding of post mortem examinations. The
hon. gentleman also introduced an act respect-
ing the medical profession. It provides for
the establishment of a College of Surgeons,
and givesthem certain corporate powers. He
stated he did not, in introducing the bill, com-
mit himself to support all its provisions.

Mr. WHITMAN presented a petition from
Annapolis, asking for the establishmentof a
Savings’ Bank atthat place

Hon. PROV. SEC. stated that, as the control
of the Savings’ Bank would soon pass to the
General Government of the Confederation, it
would be impossible to comply with the re-
quest of the petition. There  was nothing,
however, to prevent the people of Annapolis
from organizing themselves into a Savings’
Bank Company.

Mr. LONGLEY cailed attention to a mistake
of about $100,000 in connection with the Pic-
tou Railway, that appeared in tho Morning
Chronicle,

Hon. PRrOV. SEC. thought that his hon.
friend was rather semsitive. If the paper in

uestion came within a hundred thousand
ollars of the true amount, it was as much as
could be expected.

Mr. ANNAND oxpected to be able to show,
before the hnuse rose, that the Government
had made a mistake of $200,000;in respect to
the financial state of the country.

Mr. ToBIN presented a petition fromiPros-
pect relative to an inspector of pickled fish.

The house then adjourned.

Moxpay, 22nd April, 1867.

Thoe Leuse met at 3 o’clock.

MIBCELLANEOUS

A number of private and local bills were read 2
third time.

Mr Pryor introduced a bill to incorporate the
Merchants’ Marine Insurance Company. Alsoa
bill relativo to rag and junk shops in the city of
Halifax.

Mr C J CampseLL asked the Government to
lay on the table a return of wharfago on Cow Bay
breakwater during the last two years. He gaid he
understcod that a heavy wharfage had been im-
posed. .

Hon Pro Sec’y laid on the tablo by command
& petition from Patrick Walker asking that rail-
way demages be not exacted, in consequence of
loss of petition r's property by fire.—~Referred to
Railway Committee.

Hon Mr SHanNON, from Committee on City
Bills, reported a bill relative to the Market House
of Halifax with amendments.

HALIFAX LICENSE LAW.

Hon Mr SHANNON presented a Report from the
Committee on City Bills in reference to the Li-
cense Law of the City of Halifax. The Commit-
tee recommended that the bill beforo them be de-
ferred, as tho powers which it asked for wers
already possessed by the City Ccuacil, and at
the same time urged upon the Council the neces-
sity of enforcing the existing laws, cspecially in
reference to the sale of liquors on the Sabbath.

Mr MiLLER said thathe and another member
of the Committse were decidedly opposed to the
tone and characier of the report It was believed
by himself and other members not only that the
bill introduced was unnecessary but that the legis-
lature should step in and control the powers exer-
cised by the Council. A large petition from
liquor ‘dealers was before the Committee the ob-
ject being to enforce the granting of general
licenses, and on the other hand a number of well-
disposed gontlemen had asked for the adoption of
more stringent legislation. He thought that the
object sought by the latter would not be well
served by the separation of groceries and liquors,
but that on the contrary the evils of intemperance
would be thereby increased.

Hon Mr SuanNoN said that ha would have
gone strongly for the bill which had been intro-
duced, but the Committee considered that, as the
matter was in the hands of the City Council, and
as that body had recently shewn a disposition to.
act wigh decision, it would be better pot to inter-
fere. L

Mr Tonix regretied that tho Committee had
not set the quostion at rest. The Council had
frequently attempted to enforce the separation,—
the citizens had resisted it. The members of the
corporation were divided on tho question, nine of
them having signed the grocers and liquor dealers’
petition, and none of the ordinances hitherto made
with that view had been carried out. Tho com-
munity should not be kept in such a state of tur-
moil.  He was strongly of opinion that no good
wonld be accomplished by the separation of gro
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ceries and liquors ; for the seductions held out in
the shape of attractive amusements in places de-
voted to the sale of liquors only would be far
more injurious than those now offered. He
thought that the time had not come in Nova Sco-
tia when the various trades and pursuits of the
people could be separated with advantage.

on Mr SmHANNON replied that there was no
bill before the Committee to carry out the views
of the liquor dealers. The recent ordisance of
the City Council shewed a determination on the
part of that body to carry ont what they believed
10 be advantageous to the community.

Mr MiLpLER said that he had intended to have
brought forward a bill making the issue of gene.
ral licenses compulsory, but the decision of the
Committee shewed that such an effort would bo
useless. [le thought that the question had been
settled, as far as the Committee could settle it, in
favor of tho recent action of the Council. The
gentlemen who bad urged the separation were,
without doubt, sincere in their desire to repress in-
temperance ; but he was as sincere in differing
from them a8 to the effect of the change, for hs
believed that the result wounld be that the sale of
liquors would after the separation Le principally
carried on in low dens where other evils than in-
temperance originated. He would not, however,
feel bound to move in the matter, unless some
action were taken by the members representing
Halifax.

Mr S. CampBELL said that the report com-
mended itself to his view, on the ground that
the City Council were a body elected by the citi-
zens for the purpose of promoting the morality
and goneral welfare of the community ;—they
were therefore eminently the authorities who
should set the question at rest. Throughout the
country the Sessions had the power to refuse to
grant licenses if they thought fit, and he did not
think that Halifax should be made an exception
in that respect. The citizens would have the
matter in their own hands, and could compel the
Council to represent and act upon their views.

Mr. BraNcHARD said that this question was
before the House the first year he obtained a seat,
and the proposal for the separation was then car-
ried. Mr. Johnston had, however, preposed as a
compromise, that the matter be lef: to the City
Council, and that was also agreed to. If the mat-
ter had been Ieft there it would have been better.
He was in favonr of the report of the Committee.
The liquor dealers claimed that the masjority of
the Council was with them, and if so they had
nothing to complain of.

Mr LorGLEY said he could not refrain frofh ex-
pressing his regret that a question of so much im.
portauce should be dealt with so summarily by the
Committee. When all the clergy in Halifax had
agreed to recommend a cortain course after con-
sultation, and when numerously signed {petitions
on the subject had been presented, something more
was due than the mere recommendation that the
existing law in reference to the Sabbath day be
carried out. The action which the City Council
might be expected to take in the way ¢f separa-
tion did not amount to much, taking into consi-

deration the strong influence exerted in the city
by the traffic. The subject had been too cava-
lierly dealt with Session after Seesion, and he
would have liked to soe the senss of the House
tested by a bill. IHe had heard some of the argu-
ments advanced pro and con before the committee,
and was strack by the weakness of those urged
in opposition to the separation. It had beensaid
that the sale of groceries only yielded ten per
cent, and that the change would work the ruin of
many engaged in the traffic,—it was an indication
of the hardihood of those engaged in the business
that they should attempt to bolster up their case
with such asertions.  There were men in the
community who were heaping up fortunes by the
sale of groceries alone, and they could do this at
a return of ten per cent when they did not com-
bine the liquor traffic in their operations. Hedid
not consider the sale of liquors a legitimate busi-
ness, but it was legalised and should at any rate
be separated from every other branch cf trade.
On this question the intelligence and moral feeling
of the community had bzen aroused, and the peti-
tioners were entitled to more consideration than
they had received.  If the influence of the liquor
traffic did not prevail to so great an exteut in the
city, he would be favorable to the proposal to
leave the matter to the Council, but the wishes of
the disinterested portion of the community were
not likely to have their views carried out by that
body, dependent as it was upon the popular
voice. g’ossibly the majority of the citizens re-
garded ths sale of intoxicating liquors as a nvi-
sance, and yet licepses were being multiplied to
an indefinite extent. He regretted the legislature
should evince so little desire to do anything prac-
tical on behalf of Temperance. Repeated pro-
fessions of sympathy were made, but few members
could be found to rise and condemn a traffic which
was fraught with the utmost misery, and as far
as actual legislation went, it was almost nil, He
would have been better pleased with the report if
the committee had expressed a stronger opinion
in concurrence with the views of the petitioners,
and this was due to those who asked for the bill,
inasmuch as numbers of persons of the first respec-
tability, although differing as to prohibition and
total abstinence, had agreed to urge the separa-
tion alluded to. .

Mr BLANCHARD said that when a compromise
wag made it often happened that both p artics
were offended and so it seemed to be in this case.
One body of petitioners had asked the Committee
to pass a law preventing the issue of general
licences,—the other asked for a law to compel
tho granting of such licenses, but the Committee
had decided to leave the matter in the hands of
the Council, and unless the ordinance of the 21st
March were repealed the separation would be ef-
fected. Ho yielded to no manin his desire to
prevent intemperance, but anyone acquainted with
the criminal business of the country knew that the
evils did not emanate from the grocery shops, but
from the places in which other vices were indul-
ged in than the vice of intemperance. The' City
Council, in addition to the soparation ordinance
had recently raised the tavern license fee to $100,
and had raised the other licenses from $60 to $80,
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There could be no doubt that in some strests two
thirds of the inhabitants pot a living by selling
liquor and maintained gome sinks cf iniquity, but
this it was in the power of the City Council to
prevent.

Mr LoxgrLeY admitted that :he greatest
amount of crimé emanated” from places of §
low description, but the mors respectable re-
sorts were the traifing school in intewperance.
He was mistaken if some establishments not
very far from wherc.he spoks did not inflict
more ¢vil upon the community than some of
the disge;utable houses further up.  The places
really doing most harm, were the piaces were
the joint trade was being .carried on extensive-
ly In such establishments scores commenced
their downward course, beginning mederately and
scouting the idea of danger, but ending in the
lowest depths of degradation It was true that in
the traffic there were men who in many respects
were wortby of imitation, but that only made the
matter worse, for the larger amount of respecta-
hility thero was in the business the more support
it would get, and without the aid of such respec-
tability as was thus given to it, the credit of the
traffic could not stand an kour. Formerly there
were half a dozen gentlemen in the House who
felt in duty bound to engage iv’ the discussion of
this question when it was brought forward, but
matters seemed to be getting worse, for no one
seemed to be disposed to lend his voice or energy
to the cause, or to assist in legislsting for it, al-
though there are thousauds of persons in the Pro-
vince most energetically striving to save the coun-
try from the evils with which it was being deluged.
The views of this large body of persons were enti-
tled to some recoguition and response, but mem~
bers were,content to gass over the matter in silance
and 8o it'would doubtless be until the question
was brought to the polls. He would be willin
to sacrifice every political prospect which he had,

- could be effoct the testing of the 'question in this
way. It was plain that an amount equal to one-
half the revenue was -being spent for an article
which was not only worthless but Wwas positively
injurious and every intelligent man knew that the
position of the country would be far enhanced if
this waste of means could be saved and applied to
useful purposes

The Report of the committee was adopted and
tho bill was deferred for three months.

MISCELLANEOQUS.

Hob. FiN. SEC. introduced an act to incor-
porate the Dartmouth Water and Gas Com-

_pany. .

M}r'. BLANCHARD presented a petition from
the inhabitants of Pictou, respectfully asking
that a steamboat be placed between the ter-
minus of the railway in that town and Cape
Breton.

Hon. FIN. SEC. said that the subject had en-

aged the attention of the Government, and

they had made provision for a steamer- which.

would run twice a week between the termin-
us and Port Hood.

FINANCIAL MATTERS.

Hon. Fmx. Sec. laid on the table a return
asked for by the hon. member for East Halifax

in reference to fines and. forfeitures, and the
disbursements thereof. In doing so, he said:
The hon. member (Mr. Annand) was kind
enough to intimate that the present Adminis-
tration had not equalled their predecessors in
their vigilance in protecting the revenue. I am
glad, however, to be able to say that the.
return which I hold in my hand shows a result
very different from what the hon. member ap--
pears to have expected.—Whilst the nett pro-
ceeds during four years of the administration
of the hon. member were $3161, they realized,
for only three years, under the present Gov-
ernment, no less a sum than $3,500.

Mr. ANNAND.—I am glad the hon. member
has 1aid these returns on the table, and have
no doubt, when I come to analyze them, the re-
sult will be not what the hon. gehtleman states.
By the very imperfect return banded me pre-
viously, I found these facts: there was a change

of Administration in 1863, and I give the

ggenﬂemen opposite credit for $1000, which was

mposed by their predécessors, and ybt the re-

sult may be summed up as follows—whilst

the late government collected, from 1560 to

1863, the gross sum of $10,150, their successors,

gp go the present time, had only collected
7059. N

Hon, F1x. SEc.—I challenge the hon, mem-
ber to controvert.the statement I have made,
that the nett preceeds, in three years, under
the present Administration, exceed those of
four years under their predecessors by three
or four hundred dollars. As respects the state-
ment made by ths hon member, let me ask
him where is the vigilance and ability shown
in financial management when the expenses
of collecting actually cost more than the sum
realized ? That is what the the hon. member
calls vigilance. L

Mr. ANNAND—The hon. member has the
advantage of me; he has under his hand all
the books and papers, and can bring down
here just such a statement as be may think
proper. -

Hon. FIN. 8rC.—~I have no advantage over
the hon. member. He has only. to ask for any
return that he may require, and he will have
it.

Mr, ANNAND—He isin the Government, and
has access to all the books, and can make up
such returns as will answer his purpose. -
Therefore I tell the hon. gentleman it was not
fair for him to argue the ;;uestion before I was .
in a position to answer him. :

Hon. FIx, 8Ec.—T did not discuss the ques-
tion; I simgly stated the result of a return ask-
ed for by the hon. member. I may also state
that I shall be prepared to lay on the table to-
morrow the return asked for by thi® hon. mem-
ber relative to the collector at Amherst.

Mr. ANNAND—I am very much mistaken if
I-shall not be able to prove from the papers
that the Government cannot take much credit
either for their vigilance or financial ability.

Hon. FIN. 8£0.—The hon. member is always
mistaken—that it his normal condition. He
makes any number of threats, and generally
euds in finding he was all wrong. .

Mr., ANNAND—Let me now tell the hon.
member that he has himgelf committed a blun-
der in making his statement respecting the
anixgnnt in the treasury. The hon. member
said: : '
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“I will now call attention to the returns of
revenue and expenditure. The total receipts
of the year, as per tbe Receiver General's ac-
count, show $2,080,180,68, &c.”

Now, the Receiver General received no such
amount. The hon. member forgot he was
actually including the sum of $222,000, the
balance left in the Receiver General’s hands at
the end of 1865. Here, then, is a mistake of no
less than $222,000 dollars in the hon. member’s
statement.

Hon. YFiN. Skc'v.—The hon. member has
verily found a mare’s nest. He has been
swelling with importance for some days past
thinking he had at last discovered an error in
the financial exhibit of the Government., The
hon. gentleman does not understand the figures
under bis own hand; he misinterprets the state-
ment before bim. Ifthe hon. member had the
ordinary intelligence of a school hoy—if he
understood the rule of tliree, he would not at-
tempt to get up here and make such absurd
statements. e has shown that he is unable
to coms.lrehend a simple column of figures. I
hold the Receiver General’s account in my
hand, and the first item on it iz the balance
from the previous year. The hon, member
must know that is the proper way of keeping
an account of this kind. I congratulate the
hon, member on the mare’s nest he has found.

Mr. ANNAND—I have been too long iu this
House to be put down by that sort of declama-
tion. He talks about a school boy, but I do
not know one who, underatanding the first rule
of arithmetic, would bring such a statewent
here. I am quoting from the hon. member’s
speech, asreported by the official reporters, and
corrected by himself, and in which he told the
House and country that the receipts were
actually $222,000 larger than they really were.

Hon. FIN. SEC.~-The hon. member knows I
was talking about the Receiver General’s ac-
count,—in fact the report says so,—and it is
absurd for him to harp on 2 mere expression.

Houo. A1TY. GEN.—I have been not a little
amused at the hon. member, He has seizpd
upon a mere expression in the financial state-
ment, and put bis own construction on it. L
can remem%er the hon. member coming down
to the house, when Financial Secretary, and
stamemering until he had to be helped along by
the hon. member for Colchester. We remem-
ber the exhibition the hon. member made of
himself in the course of 1ast winter, when he
used expressions on the public street that
should have forfeited his seat, and was brought
to task in this house. Yet the hon. member
now presumes to get up here to-day and mis-
interpret the expressions of another gentleman.
He knows perfectly well it is always usual to
place the balance of the previous year atnong
the assets, The hor. member is grasping at
mere shadows.

Hon. FiN. SEC.—I call the attention of the
hon. member to a statement he made when he
was Financial Secretary, and the firstitem in
that is the balance of the previous year.

Mr. ANNAND—I am perfectly well aware
that that has always been the practice, but I
am now referring to the hon. member’s own
speech, when he stated that the receipts were
over $200,000 more than was received. I only
1086, however, to state that the return jnst
handed to me is not what I asked for. . I want

‘to know the amount of fines imposed by the

Board of Revenue as well as the amount col-
1scted.

Hon. FiIN. Sec.—If the hon. member wil!
take the trouble to look over the returns he
will find there all the information he requires.

Mr. ANNAND—I want to know whether un-
der the present administration fines have been
imposed which have not been collected ?

Hon. FIN. SEc.—None.

Mr. ANNAND—I wan’ to see whether the
fines in any case was paid in full or commutod.

Hou. FIN. BEc—The hon. member has on
one side the fine imposed, and the other the
fine received.

Mr. ANNAND—Well,all I can say, the return -
%s x(lllade up 8o clumsily I have not been able to

nd it.

Mr. MCLELAN then asked the Government to
lay on the table a detailed statement of the
sums due from the collectors of customs up to
the 31st March.

Hon. FiN, SECc.—The hon. member, 2s a mern-
ber of the Committee on Public .Accounts,
agked for that return this morning. He must
see that he is asking me, not for a simple re~
turp, but for a very full financial statement
embracing a great deal of labor and difficuliy
in its preparation. I ghall lay the information
on the table at the earliest possible moment,
but I am not under any obligation to pressinto
the service extraordinary assistancein order
to afford information which is only intended to
effect one object.

Mr. McLELAN--The hon. member could have
satisfied the Committes on Public Accounts in
a few minutes., As it is now, we cannot find
whether there are Jarge arrearages dueby the
collectors or not.

Hon. FIN. SEC.~I told the hon. member that
tha Financial Secretary could not be fairly
called upon to get up alengthy financial state-
ment ina few minutes. If the hon. member
occupied the same position I dohe would have
given the same answer. The hon. member
was sent’ out to enquire into the condition of
the Provincial accounts up to the.end of the
financial year. The hon. member, of course, is
entitled to any information he may ask for at
the proper time and place.

Mr. MCLELAN.—It is the custom of the com-
mittee to report in reference to the arrearages
of collectors.

Mr. ANNAND.—The information asked for
by the hon. member for North Colchester could
be got in an hour. Anaccountiskept with
every officer in the Financial Secretary’s office,
and, at the end of each quarter, the books are
balanced.

Hon. FIN. SEC,—Nobody said there was any
d‘iiﬁ‘icuxty in obtaining the information requir-
ed.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Hou. Pro. SE€’Y introduced an Act to
vide asite tor a School House at Preston. He
stated that the objection to a general Act on
such subjocts, was that it might be used in an
arbritary manner. He was eimte satisfied,
however, that the house would be always
ready to pass such acts as were necessary.

Mr. 8. McDoONNELL presenied a petition
from River Donnis in rcference to the Presby-
terian Union Aet. -The subject, he stated, had
been before the house ior some years, and he
hqp}ed that it would be satisfactorily dealt
with,

pro-
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Mr. C. J. CAMPBELL presented petitions
from Whycocomagh and V‘icboria. on the same
subject, praying that the Act may berepealed,
and justice done to the complainants by the
house. Tle matter was to have been amicably
settled, and he had withdrawn a bill he had
introduced, with that understanding. No satis-
factory arrangement, however, had been
arrived at.
THE INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY,

Hon. PRro. SEC’Y. introduced an Act to
amend the Act incorporating the St Lawrence
and Bay of Fundy Company;its object is to
prevent the Company interfering or coming
into conflict with the Inter-Colonial Railway.

Mr. 8. CampBeLL—Will the railway come as
far as the borders of Nova Scotia ?

Hon. Pro. Sec.—I suppose that the hon.
member’s epquiry was made in jest, buc I
would remark that his question may become
one of very serivus consideration. If his friends
could secure 8 msjorily opposed to Union and
pledged to obstruct it, the parties under whose
control the construction would be might ques-
tion the propriety of extending the road beyond

the borders of New Erunswick., If a large ob-
- structionist party could be got together with a
orospect ot detaching Nova Scotia from the

nion, there is no knowing what effect it might
have on the buildicg of the road. Those op-
pased to Union after failing to defeat the Rail-
way project by representing that the debt would
be repudiated and that the road weuld not pay
greese for the wheels, may yet succeed in get
ting up such hostility as will prevent the city
from obtaining the benefits of the line. If the
road be built to Halifax it will be because those
with whom the hon. gentleman is acting were
powerless to prevent what every Nova Scotian
regards as the groatest boon that his country
can enjoy.

Mr. S. CampBeELL— The hon. gentleman has
attributed to me a desire to obatruct the interests
of the country in this particular, but I think
that the charge is not justified by my action in
the llouse My remark, however, in reference
to this bill was not without meaning, for the
delegates have not taken care as they should
have done, ihat the road should be commen:ed
at both ends. Again, only three millions are
guarantecd, and as this sum would be insuffi-
cient, I ventured to doubt that the road
w(()luld reack:1 e point of communication refer-
red to.

tlon. Pro. SEc. —I understand the hon. mem-
bex then to repudiate the action of the people’s
delegates,—if he does not do &0 ix: is respons:-
ble for their acts. Those gentlemen laid upon
the table of the Imperial Parliament a declara-
tion drawing attention to the fact that all the
money which Mr Howe had asked for was
three millions, and that this was all that the
Imperial Governmeat were pledged to. They
thus endeavored to prevent our getting another
shilling beyond the three millions. If they had
been believed, the credit of British America
would
ed and avowed policy was to op, the con~

have been destroyed, and their determin- | thro

struction of a siogle mile of railway. When

the hon. member for Guysboro’ heard his friend
acknowledge the truth of these charges on the
floor of the House, and when he continues in
cc-operation with the hon. member for East
Halifax, I ask if he does not place upon his own
shoulders the responsibility of endeavoring to
obstruct the work. I was glad when I heard
him (Mr. Campbell) deciare that the Uaion
having become a fixed fact, he wag prepared to
give his best energies to carry out the new
system, and to obtain all the advactages that
could be obtained for the country. That de-
claration was creditable to the Leart and to the
head of the houn. gentleman, because every in-
telligent man knows that the pople would turn
their backs with scorn and indigpation upon
the men who would shrink from taking such a
position as the interests of the Province demand
But when the preas advocating that gentlewnan’s
views has repudiated those doctrines, and has
declared that so far from endeavoring to make .
the change beneficial to Nova Scotia their ob-
ject is to obstruct and destroy and defeat the
advantages which the country might expect,
whatever his views upon the question of Con-
federation, every man actuated by a spirit of
manly patriotism must act upon the view enun-
ciated by the hon. wember for Guysboro’. But
that gentleman’s associates have proclaimed
that instead of seeking an onward course for
Nova Scotia their only motio is cbstruction.
The hon. gentleman’s senti:.ents having been
thus repudiated, he must come out from the
company of his asscciates or must take the res-
ponsibility of standing in the company of-men
whose only aim is to impede the ccuntry’s pro-
gress. Am I pot right, then, in saying that
under certain circumstances there is a possibility
of the railway stopping at our borders? But 1
believe that when the true position of these
gentlemen is placed before the intelligent con-
stituencies of the country ; when they are called
upon to choose between the friends of uuion
who will be prepared to combice in making the
union as largely beneficial to the . country as
possible and their opponents wko are opposed
to everything like progress, there is not a cone.
gtituency but will turn their backs with con-
tempt upon the men who being unable to carry
out their individusl opinions are prepared to
trample under foot the prosperity of the eoun-
try. The men: whio ¢icssed the water as the
people’s delegates. the hion, member knows
have defamed and libailed the fair credit of the
couuntry, giving the liz to all their past lives,
and stating that the railway which they had
held out as the highcst boon would not pay
grease for its engines, and were compelled to
admit that they urged the British Goveroment
to spend their money in iron-clads and every-
thing but in giving t) the Province that position
which God and naiure intended she should ocv
cnpy. And in what position ara these gentle-
men to-day? Is it the position of myself and
my colleagues who having fought the battle
ugh and accomplished the great union, are
prepared to commit their fame and future for-
tune to the hands of the free electors of Nova
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Scotia? The only man amongst the people’s
delegates who had a seat in this Assembly has
sh.runk from the averted faces of his couniry-
men, knowing the doom that must fall upon
him. Instead of appealing tothe constituency
that hitherto supported him, he has sent his
emissaries abroad to see if in some outlying
county a seat cannot be obtained for bim in any
Parliament. I ask the hon. member for Guys -
toro’ if he does not think it would bz wise for
him to take a note of that? I ask the men
throughout the counirywho are opposed to union
if they do not think it a significant fact that the
man who controls a portion of the press enuunci
ating anti-Union sentiments is at present like
Japbet in search ot a father, and if they think
it would be well for them now to respond to the
call of the men who, having done all they could
to trample down the credit of the country, ave
now reduced to the position which I have des-
cribad 2 With the messengers which the hon.
member for East Halifax has sent out coming
back to him without being able to find a place
on which he can rest his foot, I ask the hon.
member for Guysborough if he does not think
1t would be wise for him to come back to the
patriotic stand which he took in declaring that
he would endeavour to work out the new sys-
tem for the bepefit of the country ? Ihave lit-
tle fear as to the result of the contest which is
approaching, for I believe that the people will
not loock for men belonging to one party or the
other, but will elect the men who regardless of
the past are prepared to obtain all possible ad-
vantages for the country.

Mr. McLeLaAN—I have been 'much amused at
some of¢he remarks of the Prov, Sec., and espe-
vially at the remark he made in reference to
the hon. member for East Halifax not being
able to find a constituency. I am surprised
that the hon gent'eman should make such an
observation, after the issue of the Colonist on
last Saturday, which shows him to be in that
very position. The Prov. Sec. has been driven
from the constituency in which his daily life
and tlm motives which have actuated him
are best understood. His own messéngers
have not yet came back to teil him whether a2
place for his foot can be found or not. He says
that we are arrayed to obstruct the progress of
the country, but will he put his finger upon one
advantage that is to flow from union. The
only benefit which they promise is the construc:
tion of the Intercolonial railroad, and the hon.
member for Guysboro, and those who concur
with him, are therefore in a position to enquire
whether for that work we are not to pay more
than it is worth,—whether we are not to be tax-
¢d to an extent that would be sufficient to build
the whole road. Surely if these are the facts it
would bave been better to forego tho railroad
on such hard terms. Is the member for Guys-
bore’ wrong when he says that the delegates
failed to secure to us that one benefit on which
the friends of union relied on so much? Any
one who conipares Mr. Fle_ming’a estimate witi
the amount guaranteed will see that sufficient
care has not been taken to ensure the building

of the road through this province. They fail-
ed in discharging the trust which they under-
took, and in condemning their want of aitention
we are not to be met by the charge of obstruct-
ing the progress of the country.

Mr. ToBiNn—1t isa very singular that fact the
men who have been obstructing the passage of
the Imperial Act—doing all that men coulddo
to prevent the consummation of union—are
now the most desitous to go to Ottawa. I find
that there is an election card out for this city,
containing four names of the most determined
opponents of union. I know something about
the retirement from this constituency of the hon.
vrovincial Secretary. If he had wished it, I
know he could have beaten every Anti-Unionist
who might have the hardihood to run against
him. I have conversed with highly intelligent
men, from East and West~with professiopal men,
clergymen, and others of weight and influence
—and my coaviction is thet there is not a
shadow of a doubt that all such persons are in
favour of union. I eay to the Union party:
Wait, have patience for a days, for there will be
candidates in the field worthy of your support,
—men who will reflect credit upon the consti-
tuency of this metropolitan county. Thagame
is not up yet, but will be fought to the bitter
end by men of tried value and of ability. I am
convinced that therc are in this city four Union-
ists to one Anti~Unionist. An unfair advan-
tage has been taken of the fact that the Provin-
cial Secretary has retired, and it is said that he
did so for want of support. Never would an elec-
tion have been more easily. won, if he had run
it. If he felt it his duty to go back to his own
county, that is his own affair, but I believe
he could have won an easy victory
in Halifax. Don’t lat gentlemen believe
that this struggle has even yet com-
menced. 1 regret the more that the Pro-
vincial Secretary retired, because at the mo-
ment he did so a requisition was about being
handed him with some 1600 of the best names
in this city and county. Let me here take an
opportunity of stating that there will be a pub-
lic meeting held in this city, a few days hence
and every l¥nn-t of the county will be asked to
send their delegates. Then there will be given
a full expression of the public opinion of this
county, and candidates worthy of support will
be nominated to represent the constituen'y in
Ottawa and in the Local Legislature.

Hon. Prov. Sec.—I thank the hon member
(Mr. McLelan) for having afforded me this op-~
portunity of giving some explanations on the
subject to which he has referred. As my hon.
friend (Mr. Tobin) has intimated, some gentle~
men will soon find, to use a homely phrase, that
they have hallooed before they were out of the
woad. I came into this Legislature, it is well
known, in conjunction with my hon friend, Mr.
MrFarlane. We have been long allied as mem~
bers of the same Government. In order to dis-
charge the important duties of the position to
which my country has called me, I was obliged
to remove from Cumberland, and have since
lived in this city, whilst my hon friend re-
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mainsd a resident of his pative county.. Ineed
not say that I have felt the strong cleims he
has to continue to represent the county where
he lives in the United Parliament. 1 was,
therefore, in a manner, bound to wave any
claim I might bave to that constitnency in his
favor and seek a seat elsewhere. But thers was
another reason which operated both upon my
honorable friend and myself, and that
was, that the position I had taken in
reterence to the Union and other measures
would make it easy for me to fiad a constitu-
ency outside of my own county. The hon.
member for North Colchester lives close enough
to Cumberland to know that every attempt to
find. 2 man either in or out of the county to
come forward as an anti-Union candidate, has
failed. Deputation after deputation has gone to
gentlemen in this city, snd there bas not been a
man found-—-and I do not believe one will be
found—who will dare to go to the hustings to
test the feeling of the people either with myself
or any other Unionist. If there is such & man
1 shall be proud to meet him, aud I am convia-
ced that I do not misjudge my own constituents
when I say that they will give such an account
of themselves az will prove that they fully ap-
ciate the character aud tendency of the antis
pion policy. I may also tell the hon. gentle-
man that his party have gone again and again
to oné of the moat influential men of the coun=
ty who lives here, and ke has refused to come
out, because be is unwilling to take a position
hostile to a movement which must do so much
for the county of Cumberland. When I waived
my claim to the county in favor of my hon.
trgnd, I did so~-and gentlemen of both parties
are aware of the fact—with the knowledge that
the men who had always supported me were
ready to return me more triumphantly than
ever before. Butthat is not all. I was return-
od at the last election by acclamation, by my
own party ; but I can now go into the county
and rally to my sapport not merely the friends
who have always sustained me, but men who op-
;I),med me, in former times. From Wallace to
arreboro’ such men are ready to give me the
most enthusiastic support. Yet in the face of
" facts like these, persons have dared to send the
libel throughout this country thatI was in doubts
of being elected for the counaty I haveso long re-
presented. Under such circumstances 1 was
asked if I would allow myself to be put inro
nomination for the county of Halifax. I said if
there was & battle to be tought anywhere, I was
prepared to fight it; if the friends of Union re-~
quired my services, they were at their disposal,
At a fow hours’ notice a meeting was held at
the house of Dr. Parker—such a meeting as
never before assembled in this city at the house
of any gentleman,—it was not only large in
oumbers, but powerful in respect to the influ~
once sad wealth it represented. More than
that, it embraced gentlemen representing every
shade ot political epinion, creed, and class. No
man could hear the names of these gentlemen
without foeling that the, moment they support-
ed a candidate é%r this city, his election was

sure. When not only the great bnlk of the
Conservative party but the most able and intel-
ligent supporters of the Liberal party are array-
ed, as they are now, in support of -Union, can
any one doubt the result in this city and coun-
try? 1 felt that it would be very gquestionable
if there was a contest here at all. When I re-
tired, it was not because I the result—
for that was certain—but it was because I felt
that the moment the county that had always so
nobly sustained me required my services, if was
my duty to respond. ( have heard the names
of some gentiemen mentioned as likely t.raaon
 $he anti-Union ticket, but I feel that such partics,
situated as they are, would hardly venture to go
to the polis at all. In a fow days the people of tie
county will be asked to support Union candi-
dates, not nominated in a private effice, but av a
weeting of the alectors. Then will be put before
the coustituency such a platform as they can sup~
port. I fgel that tho people wili respond a
they shonld; tbat they will not permit any ob
structionists to impede the progress of a great
measure which is to open up a new career of
prosperi(t‘y to this country. It has bsen said,
time and again, by the opponents of Union
that we could hardly get men to go to Ottawa ;
for it was too far off, or to go to the local par-
lisment,—80 contemptible would it become
under Union. What do we see to~day? No
sooner is the measure of Union accomplished
than we see that the men who are moat anxious
to ﬁo to Ottawa and to the local legislature as
well are the men who have been opposing
Union. Hitherto no merchant could be obtain-
ed, except my hou. friend, to run for this city,
whilst Nova tin was isolated and a separate
province. Now we see four hankers faken in
tow by Captain Balcam, and rushing to Ottawa
and the local legislature.

Mr. Tosix,—Hardly four bankers,—not more
than two.

Hon, Prov. Sxc.—As respects the Intercolo-
nial Railway, let me say that it did not dn&end
upon the Imperial guarantee at all. Canada is
able to build it without the assistance of the
Maritime Provinces. = Her bonds before this
Union was effected were selling in the market
higher than those of either Nova Scotia or New
Brunswick. If the Imperial Parlisment had
refused to guarantee a single dollar the Iaterco~
lonial Railway would have been built as rapidly
as it was possible to carry it on. By having the
money loaned at four per cent., of course, it is
obvious that a great advantage is 5

Mcr. ANNAND—I feel it due to make & fow re
marks after the allusions made to me by the
Provincial Secretary. 1imagined when I came
here this afternoon that I was in the Assembly,
but as the speeches proceeded I almost began
to doubt that faot and to_imagine that these ad-
dresses were being made to the constituents
outside, I do not wonder that the Provincial
Secrotary ventured upon the broad and glaring
mis-statement that the anti~Union ticket for Ha-
lifax county included four bsnkers, Jfor this is
characteristic of his general accuracy. But I

am not awaro that it 1s such a great offence to
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be a meschant or a banker,—I believe that the
hon. member for Halifax who has spoken is him-
self a banker—and I am inclined to think that
the selection of four merchants and a gentleman
from the shore to represent the constituency of
Halifax will be proved by the result to be 5 res
spectable and taking nomination. We have
been told thay the friends of Confederation will
carry the county four to one. We were only
afraid this morning that our candidates would
have no opposition, and 1 am relieved to hear
the hon. member for West Hatifax say that
there will be opposition, and that the game is
not up yet. Ihave a strong desire to see that
gentleman upon the hustings, and I sincerely
" regret that the Provincial Secretary has retired
from the contest, for I should like to see him
face the constituency of Halifax, where it has
been said. that the Union sentiment prevailed
more strongly than in any other place. The
men who formerly supported Confederation in
this city feel that they cannot rally to the sup-
port of these gentlémen who have deprived
them of the privileges of freemen. 1 was
amused to hear him speak the other day as one
of the sovereign people. What right has he to
speak here in that capacity ? The sovereign
people have been denied the right to speak, and
the measure of Union has been forced on them
contrary to their well known sentiments. They
were almost told in terms that they were not
intelligent enough to decide the question, and
are now appealed to by the very men who con-
sidered them so besotted and ignorant that the
measure should be passed over their heads.—
The hon. gentleman seemed surprised that the
anti-Unionists shbuld aspire to a seat at Ot=
tawa. They will go there as the Nova Scotian
party, not to be mixed up with the politics of
Canada, to commit themselves to the support
of either party, or to identify themselves with
Canadian factions, but to be there to watch over
the interests of Nova Scotia and to throw them-
selves into any scale in which they may secure
the best advantages for their country. The
House has been told that I shrank from
offering myself to a constituency ; it is well
known that four years ago I decided upon
the course which I bave taken, and when I re-
turned from England, and before I learned the
result of the exertions of the delegates, I visit-
ed my constituency and gave those who sup-~
ported me to understand, as I bad previously
given my family to understand, that it was not
my intention again to offer. When asked if 1
would serve in the Dominion Parliament, I an-
swered no. When asked if I would serve in the
Loeal Parliament, I answered no, and when
asked if I would continue in this House provi-
ded no change were made, my answer was “no ;
T have bad twenty-five years’ public service,
and you had better selecta younger man for the
work.” When the Union measurs passed, and

the time came for consultation, 1 was pressed | fe

urgently to allow wmyself to be put in nomina-
tion by leading Cunservatives and Liberals. 1
still firmly refused, and will continue to do so
unless a nineteenth member of the Nova Scotia

Party is wanted to go to Ottawa. The Prov.
Sec. spoke in glowing terms about the offers of
support which were made to him; we know
how he has been canvassing the city and the
rebuffs he received from quarters where he ex-
pected tbe opposite treatment. He thought
that he could bring to his support his old friends
and perhaps that the old Conservative cry
could be raised, but he found that not only he,
but his friend, Mr. Tobin, had worn out their
public reputation, and then it became conve-
nient that his colleague in the representation of
Cumberland should make way on the plea that
the local interests of that county woul&f be bet~
ter represented by the Provincial Secretary.
What have the local interests of Cumberland to
do with the matter? I thought these gentle-
men prided themselves on rising above local
feeling, and consid-red such matters as lunatic
asylums, ferries, roads and bridges were be-
neath their notice. Bu{ under cover of this
plea the hon gentleman shrinks from facing the
constituency of Halifax He has sa‘d that no
one was prepared to contest Cumberiand with
him, but I can tell him that he is mistaken. I
would ask him what to day is the feeling in
Parrsboro, Malagash, Wallace, and other popu-
lous districts of Cumberland ¢ That part of the
county will have to be revolutionized before it
will support & union candidate, and I pledge my
word that the hon gentlemen will have opposi-
tion. We have been treated this afternoon to
more declamation on the subje.t of the Inter-
colonial Railway. I repeat mow, as solemnly
88 I made the statement before, that for
a railway which may or may not be beneficial
I should be very sorry to give up the privi-
leges of the country, its free government, its
right of self-tyxation, its right to appropriate
its own revenues and to place it unier a load
of taxation from another province. I weuld
have been recreant to m d‘:lty to the people if
I did not for the sake of destroying a scheme
fatal to their Interests, use every eftort to im-
pede one of its essential parts. I only hope
that the road will be built, but if Canada alone
is able to build it, as has been asserted, why
did she mnot step forward years ago. We
might have had it in 1851 or 1862 only for
the bad faith of the Canadian Govern-
ment. If Canada could borro—v the necessary
money,how was it that she was strugglingwith-
in a year to borrow at eight per cent.? True,
her bonds bave gone upin the market, and
well they might, in view of the fact that she is
about to get the control of the more prosper-
ous revenues of the Maritime Provinces. De-
prive Canada of the revenues which she will -
get from us, and her bonds will go down again,
not perhaps to the same point as before, be-
cause it must be borne in mind that the bonds
of all the Colonies of the Empire rose simul-
taneously when money became plentifal and
cheap in the market of the worls. It can be
clearly shewn that the money to be drawn out
of the treasary, and out of the people by Con-
‘ederation, wounid under a Canadian tariff in 8
few years more than pay the entire cost of the
railway. Assuming the cost to be three mil-
lions, and that that sum were borrowed at four

per cent,,~our revenues would enable us to



OF THE HOUSE

-~

OF ASSEMBLY. 147

buiid the road to Riviere du Loup, aud for this
work we are asked to give up treasure that
Would cover the country with railroads, and to
reduce ourselves to the position of acceptinga
Daltry pittance in the shape of a*subsidy from
anadz. The three millions guaranteed are
ot likely to build the road, and if itis to be
CommaenceC as the Canadian papers state, at
iviere du Loup, what is to become of the
ova Scotia end? It was proclaimed by Mr.,
Tillay all through New Brunswick that St.
ohn was to be the terminus, and this three
mtillions may be just sufficient to connect with
. John.

~Hon. ATTY. GENERAL:—1I ask if there can
e any stronger inducement to the people of
is country to give a favourable consideration
to their position than the very argument that
the three millions guaranteed will only be suffi-
¢ient to establish the terminus at 8t. John. I
ask the people what position Nova Scotia
Wwould have been in if Canada and New Bruns-
Wwick hadjformed the union without us and
built the road to St. John. If the member for
ast Halifax and his colleagues had succeeded
they would have deprived the people of this
Country of the benefit of having the terminus
located among thern, and the trade of Halifax
and of the western part of the Province would
ave been drawn to 8t. John. ' So obvious is
the truth of this argument that in England the
exclamation was repeatedly heard, “ what are
the people of the city of Halifax thinking of?
hat a man among them should opposs union
is something miraculous, for the road is going
to build up their city till it will be second to
koneon the continent.” 'When therefore the
on. member shows his anxiety that the privi-
leges of Halifax should be preserved and that
8ecurity should have been obtained that the
terminus should be here I feel that bhis anxie-
ty on these points would have been more use-
ful and appropriate if displayed in England.
e has told us that we did not procure money
enough, but does it lie with him to say that?
What was the conduct of some of the people’s
elegates in England even after the union bill
passed? They tried to induce the people there
to believe that Nova Scotians were not loyal,
that we would soon be annexed to the United
Btates and that the debt would be repudisted.
‘What would bave been the conduct of any pa-
triot under the circumstances? Would it not be
tosay,” I represent the true interests of Nova
8cotia, its people are opposed to Confederation
and I am bound to take evet{ legitimate
means to oppose it, but having failed my next
course is to use every means to obtain for the
Country the railway as cheaply as possible?”
That is the stand that any patriotic man would
have taken but I say and can substantiate my
statement that up to the last moment, when
the guarantee bill was awaiting its passage,
the gentlemen who professed to represent the
people of Nova Scotialeft no stone unturned to
destroy the good opinion of the people of Eng-
land in these Colonies and to lead them to be-
lieve that we would pay neither interest nor
principal of the loan.” They used every effort
to prevent the passage of the bill and if they
had succeeded, what {)osit,iou would we have
en in? We would have had to build the
road by a loan at six per cent. Under the pre-
Sent arrangement in thirty-seven years the

debt will be paid off, and in the meantime we
are only to pay five per cent., four per cent. for
interest and one per cent, as a sinking fund,
but without the guarantee we must have paid
six per cent. 2nd would have had the principle
to pay after that.

These, then, are the patriots who now come
forward and tell us we did not obtain enougl,
when we got all we did in opposition to their
most strenuous exertions. Thej: position is
that of a counsel who, after the verdict is given
against him, taunts the opposite parties with
not getting more. They have suddenly become
very solicitous that the interests of Nova Scotia
will not be looked after. They voted in favor of
a bill by which £50,000a year was to be laid
a8 a tax on the people of this country for the
railroad, and when they applied to the British
Government they only asked three millions.
I ask the people ofthis country, if three mil.
lions is all we could obtain, and if we had diffi-
culty in getting that, who are to blame but the
member for East Halifax and his colleagues,
who went across the watet to oppose us ? Su
goae they had never gone, how different would

ave been the gosition of the delegates; as it is,
we obtained what we asked for, but how much
more confidently could we have asked a larger
sum under the circumstances. They took pains
to inform the British Government that three
millions was all that had been promised, and
that a delegate some ({/ears ago agreed to take
that sum and build the road. The British
Government, after this intimation, felt disin-
clined to give the guarantee unless we would
say that the amount would be sufficient to
complete the work. Of course we had to ask
to be relieved from that condition, and we
asked for all that we could reasonably ask,
and for all that Mr. Howe had asked. In an-
swer to the complaint that no provision had
been made for the work being begun at both
ends, I ask where was the provision in the bill
that theso gentlemen passed some years ago ?
If they were so careful of the interests of the.
country, why did they not provide, in the mea-
sure which they passed by a party vote, that
the work should be commenced at Truro ? If
they did not consider any such provision neces-
sary, I ask with what face he can get up and
complain of our notdoing what they thought
was unnecessary ? For all time to come, there-
fore, when any complaint is made of our not
procuring a larger guarantee, we will be in a
position to say—"' Go to these gentlemen who
professed to represent the peogle, and ask
them.” 1If they had,not been there, no com-
plaint could have been made.

Mr. MCLELAN.—The hon. gentleman has
made this important admission—that the de-
legates only asked for three millions, and he
says that this was the sum asked for in 1862.
In 1862 it was supposed that that sum would
build the entire road, but recent surveys have
demonstrated the impossibility of that, and
there is therefore an important distinction be-
tween the position of the delegates aund their
predecessors. In view of the fact that such a
sum had been shown insufficient, the delegates
were in duty bound to have asked for a larger
guaranty. The terms which they secured
were not so advantageous as the terms obtain
ed in 1862, for then we were allowed a breath
ing space before commencing to form the sink
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ing fund; but we are now bound to commence
paying off the debt immediately. As to the
assertion that St. John would have been made
the terminus if Nova Scotia had not gone into
the Union, it is plain that that city would not
have been the terminus unleas it was consider-
ed capable of supplying the wants of Canada;
and when we see Mr. Fleming estimating the
cost of the road to 8t. Jobn at fifteen million
dollars, ana we see exactly that sum provided,
the fair inference is that St. John is to be the
terminus,

As to the conditions of the gnarantee, we are
in about the same position as we were under
she terms of 1862; for the stipulation then was
that the act should not go inte operation unless
the proposal for a sinking fand was ratified by
the Canadian Parliament, and we know that
that Parliament repudiated the arrangement.
Mr. Adderley said, in reference to the terms
agreed upon by the delegates, that the gnaran-
tee would not be given uuless the Confederate
Parliament assented to the formation of a sink-
ing fund. It was said by the Provincial Secre-
tary that under certain circumstances we
might have lost the benefit of the road, and
have failed in getting connection with Moune-
ton; but we know that New Brunswick has
already contracted for the building of the road
to the Nova Scotia border. OQur increase of
revenue last year was about $184,000—more
than enough to pay the interest for the Pictou
extension—and with such grosperiby we could
easily have connected with New Brunswick.
But supposing the Intercolonial line is built,
does any one suppose that cargoes would be
brought over here and shipped at Halifax,
when an open port %uld be had at St. John,or
within thirty-seven‘miles of the place where
the road will be tzgped? I am convinced
that the much talked of grosperity which is
promised to accrue to Halifax is all imagin-
ation, and that no part of Nova Scotia will
suffer s0 much from Confederation as this
city. Ifear that this city will decline and
diminish under the burthens that wili be
placed upon it, and that the “ dead march in
Saul” will ere iong be apprepriate to its con-
dition.

Hox. FIN, SEC—One advantagoe is possess-
ed by hon, gentlemen opposite—that being gift-
ed with vivid imaginations, they do not shrink
from placing before the people as facts the re-
sults which theirfancy depicts. On this side
of the house we have some desire to be con-
sistent, becaunse we feel that the common sense
of the country demands consistency in the ar-
guments and public conduct of its representa-
tives. The hon. member who has just spoken
has followed in the footsteps of the people’s
delegates, and used the arguments of the men
who have endeavored to thwart and prevent
the accomplishment of a work which for
twenty-five years was the watchword of his
party. The policy of constructing that road
was the policy sustained by his father and the
raen whom he supported. The work was held
forth by his party as the only thing that would
give to this country its proper position in re-
lation to the commerce of British America -
the only mode of expanding our resources and

_ making oar Province the most desirable coun-
try in world. That was the position of
these gentlemen, until, to suit another purpose,

they had the hardihood to propound doctrines
which totally differed from the teachings of
their lifetime. What wonder was it that Mr.
Lowe and other leading commercial men of
the day in England declared that the road
would not only wot be a paying investment,
but that it would be ruinous to the colonies,
when they were being indoctrinated for months
with the views which these gentlemen now
enunciate ?
The house adjourned.

——

TUESDAY, April 23.
The house met a$ 3 p. m.

BILLS.

Mr. COWwIE introduced a bill to provide for
the 1const.mct.ion of the new bridge at Liver-
pool.

Mr. BOURINOT introduced a bill to amend the
Act ‘o incorporate the Boston and Bridgeport
Coal Mining Company.

Hon. Mr. MCFARLANE, a8 a report from the
Committee on Agriculture, introduced a bill to
amend the Act relating to Agriculture.

PRESBYTERIAN UNION ACT.

Mr. C. J CAMPBELL introduced & bill to ra-
peal the Act of 1862 relative to Presbytferiun
Church property.

Mr. BLANCHARD said that the agitation of
this subject should end at some time. Thein-
troducer of the bill should feel that he had
done his duty already in the matter, and that
being defeated aftar doing all in his power,
he might allow the matter to rest, instead of
raising diffionlties which did not realiy exist,
and bringing in bills year after year to stir
up strife among people who should live
a8 brethern.

Mr. C. J. CAMPBELL said that personally
he had not the slightest desire to meddle in
this matter, and had only done his duty as a
member of the house. Ho regretted that he
was obliged to interfere session after seasion,
and bring the quarrels of a religious body be-
fore the house. Last year the Revd, liam
Mnrx:a.{ had pledged himself to effect a re-
concilliation, and upon that, and upon the
recommendation of other leading clergymen
the bill had been withdrawn; a committee of
the two branches of the churches had met
in conference for several days, but had bro-
ken off without coming to any conclusion.
The petitioners asked nothing belonging to
any one else—thoy merely wished the rfghts
which they enjoyud before the passage of the
Act which they now asked to bave repealed.
It was formerly gaid that the petitioners were
few in numbers, but they were now increasing
to hundreds. The petitions had come prin-
cipally from Inverness, and he had given
%\ér. Blanchard an opportunity of presenting

om,

Mr, BLANCHARD remarked that on the ge-
cond reading of the bill the discussion wonld
be more appropriate.

MISCELLANEOUS,.

Mr, FRYOR, from the Committes on Pri-
vate and Loecal Bills, reported a hill to incor-
porate the Dartmounth Gas and Water Com-
pany.

Mr. CorriN presented a report from the
committee on land damages. The report was
adopted.
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Mr. BILL preseanted a petition from C. W.
Bartell aud others for additional mail accom-
modation. .

Mr. LONGLEY presented a petition from
Spryfleld, for the establishmont of a way-
office. B .

STATUTE LABOR LAW,

Mr. HEBB introduced a bill to amend chap,
64 R. 8., of the expenditure of moneys on
roads. He said that last year the rate of pay-
ment for men’s labor on the roads had been
raised, but no change had been made as to the
hire of tesms, ‘Che present allowance being
$#1.50 the bill proposed to raise it to $2 per day.

Hon. FIN. SEC. said that in view of the ne-
cessity for making the road moneys go as far
ag possible, it mi;iht fairly be considered that
there was an obligation resting on the people
to do the work on the roads without full re-
muneration.

Mr. COFFIN 8aid he was glad to hsar this
suhject brought forward. A great deal of dif-
ficuity had beer oxperienced iu gotting teams
‘o work,

Mr. KAULBACK remarked that the dispro-
tion between the pay for men’s wages and for
teams was very apparent.

Mr. HEBB said that the pay wsas not suffici-
ent for a pair of cattle working 10 hours a day
The addition proposed in the bill would bs
only just.

Mr, BLANCHARD said that in his county the
only difficulty was to keep teamas ofl the road
uuder the existing rates. He had sesn a yoke
of oxen fastened to a stump and their owner
receiving their pay, although there was no
work for them. If a ciscretion was given to
the Commissioners they were sure to go to the
fullest extent of the allowance.

Mr. HEBB 8aid that matters were very dif-
ferent in Lunenburg Countg; for a yoke of
cattle conld not be obtained for private labor
at less than §2 a day.

Mr, BiLL thought it would be good econo-
my to offer such remuneration as wogld pro-
cure good terms. It would be well to Sive the
Commissioners something of the same discre-
tion that was exercised by men in their private
business.

Hon, Pro. SECY. 8aid that the statute labor
Iaw possessed considerations of a somewhat
peculiar character,—the act should not be al-
tered unless the present rates failed to obtain
the necessary amount of team labor.

Mr ROBERTSON remarked that circumstan-
ces were different in the various counties In
Lunenburg, for exainple, just at the season
when the money was being spent on the roads,
the teams were engaged in hauling lumber
and bark, and commanded prices as high as
$250 or $3 X .

Mr, Cowie said that in his comnty good
teams could not be procured at the present
rates. For private labor the price paid was

9

Dr. BROWN said that in the county which he
represented there was no difficulty in gesting
more teams than were wanted. He was op-
posed to the change, .

Hon Mr. MCFARLANE said tbat there was
no doubt a difference between the counties,
and the danger was that if the prices were
raised it would affect counties in which no dif-
ficulty had been experignced.

Mr. BLACEWOOD 8aid he could not support
the bill as there was an abundance of cattle
labor in his conn'y.

EDUCATION.

Hon. PROV. SEC. presented a report from
the committee on Education. The committee
recommended a payment of $80 to Donald
Grant who had contracted for and completed
a schoo! which was destroyed by fire, and a
grant of $180 to cowmpensate the owner of a
building which hsd been given gratuitously
for school purposes and had been burnt
owing to ita being occupied for that pur-
pose.

MISCELLANEQUS,

Mr. PRYOR reported up from the committes
on private and local bills: a bill to provide
for the ecnstruction of a new bridge at Liver-
pool; and a bill to amend the act incorporating
the Boston and Bridgeport Coal Miuing Com-

any.
P The houso then went inte Committes an
Bills, and passed the following:

To change the name of River PLillip, Bast
Branch, to Williamadale,

To amend the act for the beiter encourage-
ment of Education. In reference to the clauso
imposing a tax upon all male persons of the
age of 21 years, resident in tke city, for the
sapport of Education.— .

Mr. TOWNSEND considered it unfair to tax
persons in the city and not allow thom to vote

Hon. Prov. SECY.,, Mr. PRYOR and Mr.
ToBIN ageed that it would be proper to allow
such persons a voice in the votes for Aller-
men and Mayor.

Hon. PrO. SEC. according moved by the fol-
lowing addition, which passed nem con:—Up-
on the production to the presiding officer of
such payment, the holder thereof shall be en-
titled to vote Mayor or Alderman at any clec-
tion in the Ward in which such party resides
for the year, wherein such payment shall have
been made. *

Some desultory discussion ensued respect-
ing the bill relative to the city Market House.

Mr ToBIN said that the bill required a great
deal of consideration before it was allowed to
pass. He did not think it advisable to make
a change in the character of the market—a
change that was never contemplated when the
building was erected. [HHe moved that the bill
be deferred until that day three months

Hon. Mr. SHANNON supported the bill on
the ground that the City Council! had the right
to dispose of their A)wpertg7 a3 tbey thought
most advisable, and that it was positively
cruel to afford no protection tv the poor women
who came to market on rainy and storm
days. Lverything objectionable, ho added,
had been struck out of the bill. .

Hon. PROv. SECY. thought it but right to
allow the Council to make such arrangements
as they considered wise.

Mr. TOBIN said that the present market
could not afford the accommodation required
by the women who came to market.

Mr. BLANCHARD was in favour of granting
accommeodation to the market women.

Hon. FiN. 8Ec. alluded to the discomfort
that the market women were 6xposed to in
rainy and stormy weather.

The bill finally passed.
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Mr.TOBIN'S motion having been rejected by
2 large majority on a divieion.

The following bills also passed :—

To incorporate a Paublic Hall Company at
Windscr.

To provide for the improvment of roads in
Guaysboro’ .

To incorporate the Picton Mining Company,

To incorporate the Dartmouth Gas and Wa-
ter Company.

Dr. BROWN presented i petition from Wel-
lington Eagles for compensation fov injury in-
cnrred at target practico. Referrod to the Go-
vernment.

Mr. HILL introduced an act to amend chap
36 R. 8, relative to Crown Lauds and County
Surveyors.

Hon. FIN, SEC. laid (1 the table a statcment
asked ifor by the hon. mewmber for Eass Hali-
fax, relative to the collectorzhip at Amherst.

RAILWAY AFFAIRS.

Hon. PRro. 8EC., by command, laid on the
table a report of the Chief Enginzer on the
Pictou Railway.
~ Mc, ToBIN presented arepors from the com-
mirtee on railway affairs.

Mr. LONGLEY agked on what grrunls the
sommittes recommended a grant of $600 to
Messrs. Conlon, ile failed to perceive uny
strong claim on the part of those gentlemen to
sompensation for the deteriorazion of their
roperty by the Street Railway, for though
jhey were most deserving persens they shouid
neet the loss 23 others had to, and it should
se remembered that they had received every
sonsideration in the way of patronage from
He Railway department for years.

Hon. PRO. SEC. said that the committee had
10 doubt given the matter a carefal consider-
wtion, and the grounds of this recommendation
ippeared on the face cf the report,

The report was adopted.

The Honss adjourned

WEDNESDAY, April 24,
The Hovse met at 3 o’clock.

EDUCATION.

Tke bill to amend the act for the better en-
iom-augoment; of education was read a third
ae.

Mr. KiLLAM thought it would not be wise to
log the working of the educational system by
stablishing a provincial board of examiners.

Hon. PROV. SEC. sald that the expense of
xaminations would be greatly diminished,
nd the confusion corsequent on re-examina-
jons in different counties wonld be avoided.

Mr. KiLvan thought that the readiest mode
vould be to exemps teachers from re-exsmina-
on.

ROAD AND BRIDGE SERVICE

Mr. ARCHIBALD introduceed a bill to enable
20 members for Colchester County to borrow
sum of money on the credit of the road
10neys of the couaty. He said that this was
ecessary to meet the expenditure which
rould be required.

Mr. ALLisoN introduced a bLill to provide
r the improvement of the great road from
iverpool to Aunapolis The bill enables the
iembers for the county to borrow a sum not
xceedg:g #1500 to complete an alteration in
10 road.

Hoa. Mr. MCFARLANE introduced a bill to
anthorize the members for Cumberland to bor-
row 5
Dr. HAMILTON introduced a bill to incorpo-
rate the Victoria Harbor Pier Company.

UNION ACT,

Hon. Prov. SEC. laid on the tahle a copy of
the Act for a Union of the British North Ame-
rican Colonies, as it passed the Imperial Par-
liament, there having been some slight verbal
altarations from the copy previously submitted.

Mr. MILLER enquired whether some clauses
had not been added in the House of Commons

tion. PrOV. SEC said that as the clauses re-
lating to the monetary arrangamen's had to be
ingerted by the Commons, they were printed
in red ink in ths bill introduced in the Honse
of Lords. .

Mr, MTLLER asked whether it was the in-
tention of the Government to have any copies
of the bill printed for circulation throughout
the country. It contained the constitution
under which we would hereafter live, and it
was most desirable that it should bLe distri-
buted in some durable shape; and this would
have the effect of preventing the misrepresen-
tions which wero being made from one end of
the country to the other.

*r. S. CAMPBELL remarked that the Act
had been already published in the newspapers.

Mr. MILLER replied that in that form the
bill conld not bs preserved, and it was not
probable that fifty persous in the country
could put their hands upon a.copy.

inn. PRO. SEC. 8aid it was of the highest
imnortance that correct information on the
subject should be widely circulated. MNerws-
paper publications were 80 ephemeral that
when In one issue of a journal published by
an hon. member opposite, he saw a statement
glaringly incousistent with the one that pre-
cedad it, he fonnd difficulty in making an ac-
curate comparison. The Act would be placed
in the band®ofthe public printer for publica-
tion in the Journals of the House, and at the
same time & number of extra copies could be
procured witbout much additional expense.

Mr. ANNAND said be did not object to the
publication as the information which the bill
would give was very valunable, but he would
suggost that as the Governmenst had been ma-
kiug frea with the public monies in circalating
arecently issuned pamphlet on the benefits of
Confederation, an equal sum should be placed
at the disposal of the oppogition for the pur-
pose of distributing a reply to that production.

Hon. PrROV. BEC. replied tha: the proposition
would receive a favorabie consideration wben-
ever a docnmen’ of equal valuo and containing
an equal amount of accurate and reliable in-
forma‘ion was produced.

Mr. KAULBACK thought that the recent
pamphilet of Mr. Howe on the Organization of
the Empire should be publisbed. It had been
printed in the paror of the hon member for E.
Halifax, and ha:l been endorsed by that gen-
tleman as the scheme propornded by him and
his colleagues, and placed bafore the people of
England. That production was considered
utterly fraitless and futilo by those whom it
was intended to ioflusnee, but it was usefal
as showing what the scheme cf the opposition
was., Those gentlomen proposed that the ques-
tion should be settled, not by the people them-
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selves, as they recently contended, but by their
representatives. Attempts were being made
to frighten people by the idea that they would
be drafted for mtlitary service in Canada, but
that scheme proposed that Nova Scotians
should be taxed to an unlimited extent, and
be liable to be drafted away to any part of the
world. That was tho scheme of these gentle-
men—they admitted that a change was neces-
sary, and they were willing that it should be
made by the people’s representatives with the
arbitrament of the Imperial Parliament.

Mr. COFFIN said that the hon. member must
fancy himself stumping the County of Lunen-
burg.

on. Mr. MCFARLANE, from the committee
on Mines and Minerals, introduced a bill to
amend the present lJaw relating to mines, one
of its objects being to prevent pilfering at the
gold mines. .

The houre adjourned.
THURSDAY, April, 23.

The house met at 3 o’clock.

Mr. HATFIELD called the attention of the
Speaker to the fact that there was not a quo-
rum of members present.

The house therefore stood adjourned §to 10
o’clock on the following momlng.

FRIIDAY, April 26.
The house met at 10 o’clock.

THE COUNT OUT,

Hon. PRO. SECY. said it would be gratify-
ing for the member from Argyle to know that
the journals would record in connection with
his action of yesterday a notoriety such as no

“member of the house had ever attained before.
They would show that a member in discharge
of what he considered bis duty to the country
avalled himself of the opportunity immediate-
ly after the reading of the journals.to count
out the house. The records of the house
would be searched in vain to find an instance
in which any member was so regardlesss of
the waste of public time and money. The
people would have to pay a pound a day to
escl‘: member of the legislature for no consi-
deration whatever because he had chosen to
exercise &8 power never oxercised in a simi-
lar way by any member before. 8o unseem-
ly a spectacle as a member counting out the
house before the time when members usually
assembled, and before the opening of the gal-
leries was never before (presented,—he could
easily understand why this step was taken
before the galleries were open and the re-
porters in their place, for a member who de-
gired to take such a liberty with the house
and to insult the people by preventing the le-
gislature from doing business at that period of
the session might well desire to screen his ac-
tion from the country He, (Prov. Secy.)
would feel himself unworthy of his position if
be did not denounce and discountenance so
unseemly an act, but is was the ouly act at
the close of the hon. memher’s public life to
which he eould point as having been achieved
by himself,

Mr. HATFIELD said that as (o the public
money being wasted, the history of the past
two years shewed how much regard was at-
tached to that. The Pro. Sec. had had the ho-

nor of being appointed on a delegation which
would take an enermous sum out of the pock-
ets of the poor people of the country. Ha con-
tended that he had done perfectly right in call-
ing attention to the state of the house yester-
day. Whon prayers were being read only
three members wera present, and there wero
only five when the clerk counted. As to the
time and pay of members being wasted, the fact
was that the house only sat about three hours
a day, and if the Prov. 8ac. was 80 anxious
about the public business, why could not the
house meet twice & day, aud do the business
as itshould be done?

Hon. PrO. SEC. said that the hon.member
had failed to make the only apology that he
could have made: that he was not responsible
for his action of yesterday.

Mr HATFIELD replied that he had done no-
thing but what was consistent with his duty.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Mr. MILLER introduced a bill to enable the
Sisters of Cbarity to hold certain lands. He
said that the object was to enable the Sisters
of Charity to convey certain property at pre-
sent under mortgage.

Mr. ARCHIBALD reported a bill from the
Committee on Law Amendments in reference
to Dyke and Marsh Lands, Hesald thatsome
difficulty had arisen in the township of Fal-
mouth, but instead of approving of the bill ap-
plicable to that locality, the committee propos-
ed to make the law general, and to provide
that the parties interested in the lands should
meet once a year, and that the commissioners
should lay before them an account of the year’s
exenditure, and if the commissioners failed to
do 80, his office shoula therby be rendered va-
cant, and then successors should be elected by
two-thirds of the parties interested.

bl{ir. CHURCILL thonght the 5ill unobjection-
able.

Dr. HAMILTON thought that a difficulty
might arise in localities where differeut meat-
ings would have to be held if they were con-
vened on the same day.

Hon PRro. 8EC. laid on the table tke road
scale of the Co. Cumberland.

Mr. CoLiN CAMPBELL introduced a bill to
change the name of Petite Passage in the Co.
of Digby. :

Mr. ARCHIBALD reported from the Commit-
tee on Law Ameundments, an act to amend the
practice ot the Supreme Court, in connection
with Prothonotaries. He also reported against
a bill (from the Logislative QCounpcil) in refer-
ence to evidence in matrimonial cases.

Mr. Ross presented the road scale of Vic-
toria. .

Hon. Prov, SEC. 1aid on the table the peti-
tion of Hector McLsod, in reference to Crown
Lands in Cape Breton. It had been presented
to the Government by Mr. Bonrinot.

The bill respecting the sale of Petroleum
was read a second time. .

Mr. ALLISON presented a petition in respect
to the setting of nets in the Liverpool River.
Objection was made to the receipt of the peti-
tion at this late period, but it was finally re-
celved. .

Mr. C. J. CAMPBELL presented a petition
from Middle River, Victoria, respecting Pres-
byterian Church property.

Hon, ATTY, GEN, introduced an act to amend
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Chap. 123 R. 8., 3rd series, relative tothe Sa-
preme Court; it sets the holding of the Court
commencing at Windsor one week akead.

THE FISHERIES.

Mr..5. MCDONNELL reported from the Com-
mitteé on the fisheries. The committee re-
commend the appolntment of a Chief In
spector of River Ficheries, and order the
Courts of Sessions to do their duty strictly. The
Committee do not aldvise the aprointment of
a Chief Inspactor of Pickled TFish.

Petitions from Granville and from James
Carrott are not favorably considered. As re-
spects the petition of E.D. Davison of Lunen-
burg, thecommittee recommend that no pro-
secution be entered against the petitioner
until the fishway is inspected. A law t> re-
move obs‘ructions for the passage of fish in
Shubenacadie i8 recommended.

The petition of William Prosser, of Kempt-
ville, in Yarmouth, is favorably considered.
The Committee sgesk favorably of the pamph-
Jets of Mr Knight, and of the efforis of the
Inland Fisheries and Game Protection Society.

Mr. ToBIN said that mercantile men in
the city were in favor of having the lnspection
law, which was repealed some years ago, re-
enacted. The fishermen were now sabject to
loss and inconverience in consequence of the
want of inspection. Every means should be
taken to give charactexr to the fish exported.
One class of the petitioners were of opin-
ion that there should be such classification as
formerly existed; others, again, believed that
the classification ought to be assimilated to
that of Massachusetts. All the petitioners,
however, he thought, were in favor of a gene-
ral inspector, to be paid out of ths gcneral
funds. He was desirous of doing evejthing to
meet the wishes of the fishermen.

Mr. KAULBACK alluded to the great valme
of our fisheries, and to the necessity of doing
everything that was practicable to encourage
them. Their value might be seen from the in-
terest that had always heen taken in them by
tho Americans. As long as the Provinces
were isolated, and withont means of co-ope-
rating with each other, it was impossible to
Erotect our fisheries as they ought to be He

ad read with much interest Mr. Knight’s
pampblet, although he did not agree with all
of his dednctions. He thought the appoint-
ment of an Inspector of Inland Iisheries
would work beneficially. He was of opinion
that the committee had done all they could
well do in reference to the petition from Mr.
Davigon, Liaflave, which he had presented.

Mr. Ross thought that all the proceeds aris-
ing from the privileges agcorded to the Ame-
cans should be given for the use of the fisher
men.

Mr, CoLIN CAMPBELL did not think any
benefit would arise either to the merchant or
fishermeu from the appointment of a Chief In-
spector.

Mr. TOBIN thought that the suggestion of
the hon member for Victoria was worthy
of consideraticn. He thought the money might
be well expended in providing models of boats
and giving information to the fishermen as to

_the best modes of curing fish, He alluded
also to the advisability of stimulating trade
with the Mediterranean and South America.

The report was adopted.

Mr. S. MACDONNELL introduced a bill, in
accordance with the prayer of the report, for
the better protection of the Inland Fisheries.

PILOTAGE,

Mr. KILLAM reported fromm a committee to
whom was referred the petition of Mr. Phelan
and others, in respect to pilotage, a bill to

_amend that portion of Chap. 79 R. 8., “of pilot-

ago,” regarding the port of Halifax,

r. TOBIN was desirous of knowing if the
change proposed was demanded. The pilots
were & Yery worthy and bard workin« class of
the populatioo.

Mr. K1LLANM said that there had been an ap-
plication from Mr. Phelan, agent of a steam-
boat company, on the subject, and the commit-
tee had also couferred with a commissioner for
licensing pilots.

Mr. TOBIN regretted that the bill had not
been introduced at an early period of the
Session, o that it would receive fuller consi-
deration, He trusted that notice would be
given to him before the second reading.

PETITION,

Hon. FIN. SEC. laid on the table a petition
from Wellington Eagles, asking compensation
forinjury incurred in target practice.

Referred to committee on militia affairs.

RAILWAY EXTENSION.

Mr CrugrcHILL presented a petition from W
H Blanchard and other residents of Windror, ask-
ing that, as a heavy liability would be placed up-
on tho county in providing the right of way for
the Anmapolis Railway, the taxation be spread
over the whole county by an equal pound rats.
He said that by the existing law the assessors
were directed to have reference to the proximity
of tha various properties to the Railway in levy-
ing the tax. Hants county had already paid for
right of way $30,000, and of that sum the town-
ship of Windsor had paid $15,707. He urged
the praier of the petition strongly on the Houss,
and asked leave to introduce a bill in accordance
therewith. Lo

Hon Pro Sec’x remarked that if the reprosen-
tations contained in the petition were true, it
might be important to enquire whether a tax
should not be levied upon the rest of the Province
to compensate the people of Windsor for the in-
jary that the railway appeared to be doing to
their property, for the petition stated that the
value of their property had already been depreci-
ated fiftoen or twenty per cent. He feared it was
too late to stop the railway, but it would seem
that somothing should be done for the peopla of
Windsor.

Mr PARKER thought that the petitioners could
hardly be serious in asking that persons living
sixty miles from the line of railway should pay
an equal rate with those who had the road pass-
ing their doors. He understood that there wes
still a large sum due from the county, and the
complaint formerly was that, as other counties
were being benefitted, they should contribute to
theexpense. There could be no greater injustice
than to make the rural districts pay equally with
those more immediately benefitted.

Mr Hiwuw said that he had not been made aware
of the petition, but was prepared to introduce &
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bill to effect tie same object. Windsor had al-
ready been heavily taxed, and was about te be
taxed again for ths right of way and station
ground through the very heart of the town.

Mr. ToBIN #aid that some consideration should
b> given to the matter before imposing upon
the township the experse of providing for a se-
cond station ground. He thought that the ac.
commodation was ample for the requirements of
ths company as well as for the Railway depart-
ment. One gentleman in Windsor had built a
house and prepared his grounds for a garden,
and the company had taken part of his grounds
and ran the railway close to his house. He had
loocked forward with great anxiety for years to
the time when our railways would be extended
to the Gulf of St. Lawrence on the one hand, and
the Bay of Fundy on ths other, and belisved that
with this accomplisbed and with the prospects of
the Intercolonial road the greatest results might
be expected, but & good deal of consideration

should be given to the position of the residents of
‘Windsor. .

Hon Fix Sec¢’y said that hardship and incon-
venience were only to be expected where a read
passed through & settlement like Windsor. In
gsome instances it was impossible to avoid the
destruction of valuable property. He had gone to
Windeor during the survey and knew that the
impression was that the propsriline for the road
would have been outside the village, but it was
esgential that the road should be a continnation
of the present line and therefore the route had to
be as at present unless the station nowused were
abandoned, which was not to be thought of, be-
cause it would involve the waste of an enormous
sum of money. The only way in which the ex-
pense of a new station house could be avoided
would be to make the present terminus available
for the Annapolis road. This question had en-
gaged the attention of the Government and he
was not in a position to give a definite answer re-
specting it, but the Government had every deste
to prevent, as far as possible, the invasion of pri-
vate rights. The eminent engineer who had b
engaged on the Annapolis line had declared shas
the accommedation afforded by the present termi-
pus would be inadeqnate, unless the unoccupied
portion of the ground were reclaimed, and this
could only be done at a heavy expcsse.

Mr CrurcHILL 8asd he had no idea that a se-
cond station ground would be required. Only
about a quarter of the ground taken up originally
was now in use and the expenditure of any more
money was therefore unnecessary. He was aware
that a good deal of pains had been taken in the
location of tha road, and ho believed a3 far as that
was concerned tha people of Windsor wero very
well satisfied. .

Mr KrLram said that this was only the com.
mencement of the difficulties which had originated
in the over-anxiety of the Government to have
the road built. The policy of constructing the
railways by companies was most unwise under
the circumstances of the country. The mis-
m ement in connection with the Pictou Rail-
way had also grown out of a desire to bring into
operation too speedily & work of great magnitude.

21

The Government, for the purpose of fortifying
themselves in their position, had placed the coun-
try in this embarrassment.

Hon Pro SEec'y said that the hon member
was quite right in saying that this question was
under discussion because the Government wore
anxious and determined to provide for the con-
struction of railways before the close of the ex-
isting legislature. But for their earnest desirs to
keep fai.h with the country and the house the
subject vould uot have required disenssion. He
would tell the hon member however that the time
had arrived when, owing to the obstractive policy
which he, Mr Killam, had pursued from the first
day of his public life, his views had about the
least weight of any member’s in the legislature.
When the construction b{{Govemment wad pro-
posed by Mr Howe, Mr Killam having used every
means to obstraet the railway policy brought for-
ward and urged with all his energy the folly of
government nndertaking to construct railways,
and haviog been dcfeated on that point the first
thing he did was to put his name to a document
which he sent to England to convince the capital-
ists that the money they iavested in our deben-
tures would never be repaid, but he had lived to
see the day when the same man who thus ve-
hemently denounced construction by the Govern-
ment as ruinous to the country had declared that
our lines of railway could be extended to Pictcu,
Annapolis, Canso, Yarmouth and New Bruns-
wick.  Under these circumstances could the hon
member claim any othor position than that of the
obstructor of progress of every description
When Mr Howe had bronght forward a project
for building the Intercolonial line the hon mem-
ber had stated that while he was convinced that
the country could not grapple with that under-
taking, he thought it would be safe to extend to
Pictou, and he promised so to instruct his con-
stituents, but what had placed him in opposition ?
It was because the Government whom he then
supported, pledged as they were to carry the road
to Pictou, were true to their promises, and asked
Parliament to enable them to redeem their pledges
to the country. The hon member had made
that an excuse for violating his own recerded
pledge and going into the most determined hos-
tility. The only pretence upon which this action
was founded was that the revenues of tho country
would not permit ths extension by tbe Govern-
ment without stripping the other services of the
country, and he had now declared that no exten-
sion by companiés should be encouraged, and
that oar revenues were ample to build the road to
all the tormini before mentioned. With such
words on reccord for every man to ses and hear,
he would ask if it was of the slightest conse-
quence what the hon member said? The onld
credit which the member for Yarmouth couly
claim was that of being the consistent obstructor
of every improvement, and other men who had
received his opinions, seeing from the results
that they were wrong, and that the policy of pro-
gress was the true one, had abandoned the hon
member, and lef; him almost alone. The hon
member had given to every principle he had en-
unciated, in the course of bis public life, a more
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emphatic contradiction thaa any one else counld
give.

What estimate had he formed of the House
and of the people if he had no respect for the
House when he had ventared &t the close of his
public career, and under the circumstances which
had placed him in opposition, to say that it was
unwise to give to a company the means of expen-
ding half a million of their own money t> carry
on the road because the work should be dome by
money borrowed on the credit of the Proviuce ?
The policy of extendiog the railway to_the Gulf
of St. Lawrence was regardod by every intellizent
man as sound and judicious, but what position
would the country have been in if the member for
Yarmouth had been allowed to prevent this being
aceomplished? On the other hand therc were
faw men even in the remote eastern sections who
did not believe that tho extension to Aunapolis
was going largely to imcrease the prosperity of
the Province. Local difficulties would of course
occur, and he knew well that instead of a
Government haviog anything to hope for from
an energetic railway policy it was the reverse, and
that the county clamoring most loudly forex-
tension is the ono that would first turn its back
upon the Government ~ That had boen the ex-
perience of other administrations but that consi-
deration had not prevented the present Govern-
ment, €0d he trusted that it would preveat no
future Government from going forward in a states-
manlike manner  This was the answer he gave
to the constant snarling and cavilling of the hons
member, whose only cause of complaint wa.
that the Government, instead of holding office
merely for the benefit of its members, had shewn
a determination to advapce the interests of the
country.

Mr Kirranm said 1o was true that he had ob-
jieted to government copstruction, and the
Provincial Secretary had taken that view him-
self but notwithstanding his opposition that

olicy had been adopted and therefore chould

e adhered to. As to the atatsment that he
had abandoned the Government because they
were_determined to go on with the Pictou exten-
sion he asked if the whole house-did not knowjhis
reasons for going into opposition ? Hia idea had
be¢n that the extension should not have been
undertaken in the firat session, and it should be
remember€d that the Government held their posi-
tions because they pledged themselves to reduce
the public expenditure, He, Mr K, had helped
them into power on that policy, aud faeling under
dsep,responsibﬁigy for thestand he had taken, ke
pressed on the Government to show to the coun-
try that they wers disposed to carry out’ their
pledgos. They had refused to do so, and he gave
that #s one of the pringipal reasons for his oppo-
sitign. What would have been thought of him as
a public man if he had adopted any other course?
He had advised the government to go on slowly
and surely, but they went recklessly on, giving as
an answer to his romonstrance that the people
had amply supplied the treasury with money.
Was there not a3 much need of retrenchment,
though such was the case, when such large ox-

penditures were being incurred in connection with
the public works? These wero his reasons for
leaving the Goverpwment sids, and Le did not re-
gret his action, for no man could say now that
he held one policy bafore and another after his
election. The asurance came from every quartcr
that his policy was sustained and approved by
the country. No doubt after the policy of con-
struction by Government had becen adopted it
should be pursued, but the work should be done
cautiously., It did not require any financial skili
to see that our revenues would at some time en-
able us to extend our railways to the points men-
tioued, and the credit for that fact was not duc to
the Government, but to the honest and hard-
working people of the country, whose toil had
put the money into the treasury —to the producers
throughont the Province. Hecou'd claim, =s a
producer, to have dono his share towards the
general prosperity, and no man could charge him
with selfish interest ia his public conduct.  The
Pro. Sec. had said that that the object of the Go- .
vérnment was not so much to hold office as to go
on with the public improvements, but upon that
poing there was a difference of opinion, and the
Government had put it out of the power of the
Province to carry forward its works, and had
given its revenues to hands with more weighty
objects to undertake.

After Confederation had been sccared, the
Government should certainly have made some
better bargain in referenco to our railways. If
incousistency was to be the subject of enquiry, it
would not be hard to astonish the people at the
course of the Government. The Provincial
Secretary had enquired, a fiw days ago, what
anthority the people’s delegates had for going to
England : was not the authority of the mjority
of the people a good one? The hon gentleman
had also ridiculed the idea of the petitions being
sent ; but afier 1859, when he was diszppointed
at the elections, and after two gentlemen thought
proper to change their views. the Provincial
Secretary went dancing down to the westward to
get up petitions to displace them, aud afterwards
contended that the Governor should dissolve the
House bacause thess two geantlemen had chosen
to change sides. Was the charge ot misrepre-
senting their coastituents, which was made at
that timo by the hon gentleman, to bs compared
with the misropresentation of the thirty-two gen
tlemen who gave their support to Confederation,
while almost every man amoag them admitted
that their constituents were hosiile to the mea-
sure? ‘Two members conld not change the fate
of the conntry, and if the government of that day
had bsen defeated, the dissolution which would
have followed would have given ths people an
opportunity of reviewing their action ; but by this
measura of Contederation the whole fico of the
constitution was changed and the revenues of the
country given away.

The Provincial Secretary had throsn contempt
on the resolutions passed at the lurge meetings
held thronghout the c¢juatry last summer, but
the resolntions which he had obtained some years
ago in two coustituencies were thought sufficient
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ta effect a dissolution of the House. Tike other
work done in this country, the signidg of tha'ps-
titions againat Confederation was no doubt cheap-
ly and roaghly doune. hut the signatures were
(uite as ;eauino as thosa obtained on the pre-
vious occasion. (Jud of the members against
whom tho Provincizl Secretary had raised that
agitation retired from pubdlic lifs, and the other
returned to his first love; but in this instance the
men who had cffectzd the change would not dare
to face the country, for there could bo no doubt
as to what the result in a fsw months would be.
There was a “still small voica” being heard
cverywhere, and the Provincia] Secretary would
find that ha wonld pot be able to mould the
o0)inions ot the whole people as the potter does
his clay, but that the electors would stand up and
rpeak for themselves. This cccasion Had been
referred to as the close of his public life ; it might
be the last occasion on which he would address
tha Legislatara, and he would therefore say that
if, in the course of Lis public coaduct, he had
misjudgedior spoken harshly in any instance, it
was a matter which he regretted. -

It was evident that, whatever the talonts of
mombors of the Government might be, they had
not the training to deal with the large finansial
questions which they had undertaken to manage,
a3 the mismatagement in the public works wonld
shaw. The Pizton road shewed mismanagement
on a large scale, while in the different depart-
ments the ordinary daties had not been attended
to; pablic officers wera allowod to withhold the
public moneys nntil they became defaulters, and
the whole efforts of the Government were to kesp
thamsslves in power. This had been denied, but
the people knew the fac:s, and the actions of the
administration wonld speak louder than their
words. The country had for the last four years
beon rising and increasing in presperity,—there
was no reason to be diesatisfied with its progress,
but its revenues had now be:n taken away loav-
iag nothing which could be rolied on hereafter for
loca! improvements. If his advice had been
taken, matters wou!d not have come to that
point, and the Government would have been in a
position to which the people would be glad to re-
gtore them, when the time came for ascertaining
in whom the confidencs of the comntry was re-
posed.

Hon. ATTY. GEN. said that on a petition from
Hants being presented, asking for a change in
a certain law, the hon. member for Yarmouth
had taken the opportunity to attack the rail-
way policy of the Government, and to get
away again from that subject to Confedera—
tion. He reminded him of a professional gen-
tleman whbo, while waiting for a case to
come on would repeatedly sleep in court,
aund his anxiety about an absent witness
prompted him to cry out repeatedly in his
dozs, “ Crier, call John Rowe.” Sothe hon.
member for Yarmouth seemed to go asleep,and
on waking up to call “ Confederation.”

The hon. member had promised himself that
the people would back up his policy,—they
must find out what it was; his policy seemed to
change to snit every emergency. When he
wished to obstruct the Intercolonial road, he

pitted the Pictou road against it; and when the
Annapolls extension was proposed, he arganed
that it should be built out of thg Provincial
funds. After preaching. the inability of the
Province to build the railways for years, he
had “out-Heroded Herod” by: going beyond
any one else in his ideas of extension. ~ ‘The
hon. member was as well known in the House
as elsewhere, and how many men of any party
could be got to support him? He had been jig-
ging from one side to the other until he hardly
knew where to find to find himself,—and after
saying that railway constraction would be
ruinous, he had proposed an outlay of thirteen
million of dollars in their extension.

Gotting away from this question, the hon.
member had referred to the petitionslﬁgot up
Bome years ago, but there was this difference
between them and the Confederation petitions,
that the former were presentad to those to
whom they were addressed, while the latter
never saw the light of day. "The hon. member
had talked about a “small voice” that was
being heard; he was inclined to think that
with such a ﬁisbory of inconsistency, the voice
that would be heard in support of the hon.
gentleman would be very small indeed. When
the hon. member excused himself for leaving
his party by saying that the Government re-
fused to redeem their pledges of retrenchment,
did he forget that when retrenchment in the
salaries of certain officers was proposed, he
had opposed the Government, repudiating his
private utterances to the Government, and
gla.ciug himself in a position to be contradicted

y his own handwriting?

As regards the question of the Windsor ter-
minus, it should be remembered that under the
law the company were to be controlled by the
Government, and it might safely be expected
that no more privileges were exacted than
would be required. He had spent a day at
‘Windsor investigating with respect to the ter-
minus, and had no doubt that arrangements
could be made for avoiding a single dollars
unnecessary exponse. Windsor having already
paid £4000, and it being true that the benefits
of the road would not result immediately to
that township, some consideration should be
bestowed upon the mode in which the tax
should be levied, though heé did not think that
the difficulty would be fairly solved by impos-
ing an equal pound rate on the county.

Mr. KiLLAM said he would now mset the
charge of having moved in Committee of Sup-
ply for retaining the salaxies of certain officers,
after urging retrenchment upon the Govern-
ment. The Provincial Secretary’s ‘original
proposal had been to effect a saving of $79,000
by a reduction of the salaries of the principal
officers of the Government; but in the proposal
to which the Attorney General referred a sav-
ing of $400 was contemplated in the salaries
of the Collectors of Customs at Pictou and
Yarmouth. Because he had objected to that
reduction, he had been accused of going back
from all he had previously advocated. If was
small economy to attempt in that way to save
$100, when the original scheme was for $79,000
and to make a charge of inconsistency out of
his action was, to use a homely phrase, “ small
potatoes.”

Hon, PROV. 8ECY, said that when, in their
first attempt at retrenchment, the Government -
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found the “Yarmonth School” walking across
ths floor to assist their opponents in defeating
the pro,zecc, it was a slap in the face that was
not anticipated, but that might be passed over
as & trivial matter in view of the fact that
when, after years of arduous exertion, the
Govornment obtained leave to retrench their
own salaries, and save $30,000 per sunum, the
hon. member for Yarmouth showed the same
deadly antagonism as on the question of the
$400. The hon. member’s attitude on the ques-
tion would show the sincerity of his expres-
sions, and show whether he was in the position
to taunt the Government with incapacity in
the management of the public finances. In
that respect, no Government ever stood in a
position in which they could so fairly challeoge
the confidence of the country.

Mr. MCLELANX rose to spaak to the question
but as the usual hour for adjournment had
arrived, the debate was adjourned.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Hon, Prov. BECY. presented the petition of
Mr. Jobu Camphell, asking =n investigation
into his claim to be the first dis.. .verer of gold.
He said that Mr. Campbell was a gentloman
who, by the application of unusual wmental at-
/tainments, had placed hiwmself, as a scieutific
nan, in & high position before the country, and
he felt impressed with the belief that the claim
now made was a just one, for Mr. Campbell,
before the discovery of gold at Tangisr, had
shown him gold dust which be had pratured
from clay at Dartmoutb,

Hon. Mr. SHANNON, from the commitlee on
city bills, reported three bills relating to the
city of Halifax.

Mr. BiLL introduced a bill to legalize the
appointment of certain trustees of schools. .

Hon, ATTY, GEN. laid on the table the peti-
tion of C. W. Fairbanks, asking remuneration
for services performed. It was referred to
committee on Mines and Minerals.

House adjourned to half-past 10 o'clock the
next day.

SATCRDAY, April 27.
The House met at 10,30.
MISCELLANEOUS.

Hon. Pro. Secy. laid on the table the report
of the Commander of H. M. 8. Lily on the fog
trumpet at Sambro, this report having been
omitted from the journals of last session.

Mr. HiLr presented a report from the Peni-
tentiary Committee, which was reccived and
adopted. )

AMr. PrYOR roeported a number of bills from
the Committee on private and local bills.

The House then went into Committce on
bills and passed the following bills:

To incorporate the Halifax Asylum for the
Blind.

To incorporate the Victoria Ilarbour Pier
Company, Brown’s Brook, King’s.

Relative to assessment in the City of Halifax,

To legalize the appointment of certain trus-
tees of schools in King’s County.

To provide for the improvement of a road
between Guysboro and Canso.

¢ To provide for the improvement of roads in
Colchester.

To provide for the building of a bridge across
the Wallace River.

To incorporate the Merchants’ Marine Insur-
ance Company. .

To change the name of River Phillip Settle-
ment, Cumberland.

To change the name of Petite Passage, Digby.

To authorize the Sisters of Charity to sell
certain property.

To incorporate the Bays of St. Lawrence and
Fundy Canal Company. )

To amend the act for the improviment of
agricultare. .

To provide for the comstruction of a new
bridge at Liverpool. :

To amend the act relative to Poors’ Asylun,
Halifax.

To amend the act incorporating the Boston
and Bridgeport Coal Compony.

To naturalize certain aliens.

To amend the practice of the Supreme Court.

The Committee rose and reported the fore-
going bills.

Mr. MiLier introduced an act further to
amend the act incorporating the R. C. Episco-
pal Corporation of Halifax. .

Mr. PrYOR reported up a bill to divide a poll-
ing district in the county of Guysboro’

Mr. Ax~axp introduced an act to change two
polling places in Halifax. :

Hon. Fix. Sgc. introduced an act {o provide
for certain roads in Pictou.

The bill providing for the better protection of
the Inland Fisheries was read a seeond time.

Hon. Mr. SmANNON, from the committee on
City Bills, reported an act to amend the act
incorporating the City of Halifax.

r. C. J. CAMPBELL moved the second read-
ng of the bill in reference to the Presbyterian
Church of the Lower Provinces, but the bill was
not proceeded with in the absence of some
gentlemen who were interested in it.

Hon. Fix. Skc. introdaced an act to provide
for the defraying of certain expenses of the civil
government of the Province.

BILL RELATING TO SURVEYORS.

Myr. Hiin moved the second reading of the
bill he had introduced on a former day to amend
Chap. 36 R. S., relative to Crown Lands.

Mr MiiiLEr opposed the bill asnot demand-
od under the existing state of things. The Go-
vernment had now the power of preventing in-
competent persons being appointed surveyors.

Mr. HiLL said that any person who wished to
become a surveyor would, ucder the bill, have
to undergo an examination as to his qualifica-
tions, and attain a certificate. Such a measurc
was certainly required.

Hon. Fixn, Skc. said the sccond clause would
show how stringent was the character of the
bill: ‘“No person shall be appointed to make
any Crown Land survey in the Province until
he” shall have attained the age of twenty-ono
years, and shall have gone through a course of
geometry and map drawing, and, shall be also
officially acquainted with spherical trigonome-
try, in order to enablehim to ascertain the lati-
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tude and draw méridian lines, and he shall have
to undergo a competitive examination before a
Board appointed by the Governor in Council.”
He did not think the condition of the country
warranted such a measure; few officers were, on
the whole, more efficient than the present staff
of surveyors. ‘ .

Mr. HiLy said that there were notoriously
many men acting as land surveyo-s entirely in
competent. Plenty of men would gladly avail
themselves of the provisions and requirements
of the =ct

Mr. CorriN said that the bill was evidently
intended to turn out the present surveyors, and
put in new officers.

Mr., HiryL said that the bill did not interfere
with the present country surveyors.

Hon. Arty. GeN. eaid that there was no
doubt that the iucompetency of many surveyors
led to a great deal of litigaticn, and that seme
measure was necesaary to require higher quali-
fications on the part of those exercising such
important duties, He alluded to cases where
surveyors had given the most in onsistent re-
ports of surveys they had made. The measure
was an important one, and should not be passed
without due consideration.

Mr KavLpack said that no such cases had
come urder his notice in Lunenburp County.
The regularly appointed surveyors had their
qualifications tested at the Crown Land Office,
and every confidence could be reposed in them
He thought the change wunld be rrbitrary and
unwise.

Mr. ANNAND thought that the evils complain-
ed of were chiefly owing to the vicious system
which deprived heads of departments of the
right to appoint their suberdinates. By throw-
ing th® 1esponsibility on tiho heads of all the
departments, he believed that far greater effici-
ency could be attained.

Mr. WaiTuax said that a large portiion of the
difficulties requiring investigation by the Crown
Land Committee arose from the incompetency
of surveyors, and a standard of qualifications
seemed therefore desirable, but he thcught the
bill too restrictive.

Mr. KAvLBACK moved that the bill be de-
ferred. ’

Hon. Arry. GEN. eaid that a person who
could not come up to the standard mentioned
in the bill should not be employed in surveying,
and to meet another objection, a clause could be
inserted to prevent the bill operating on persons
now engaged in the business. There were ton
many cases in which, from the incompetency of
a person holding himself out as a surveyor,
parties had lost all the improvements which
they had made upon lands they coneidered their
own.

Mr S. MacDoNyxLL said that the bill opened
up a new principle, and there was just as much
_reason for applying it to every other profession
as_to surveying.

Mr. MiLLER asked if anything had occurred
in the management of the Crown Launds to re-
quire this change. In the four years experi-

ence which he had hed as a m2mbar of the
Crowa Laod Committee he could not charge
his memory with more than one or two casesin
which blame was attached t> the surveyors
throughout the country. The difficulties aliu-~
ded to by the Attorney General had frequently
arisen i1 counection with well quulified men,
and ho Had seen some first clses surveyors giv-
ing evidence in gome of the litigated cases in the
castern coun'is. [t wo.ld hardly be supposed
that any maa desiring his lines run would em-
ploy 2 person sn grossly incompetent as had
been described. It was well krown that some
of the vest school teachers had been unable to
paes an examination under the educational syl-
labus, while others far less competent obtsined
crtificates, and so it would re with meny of
the most practical and qualified surveyors.
Soma eviderce of the necessity of tha bill should
b3 presented hefore tha house should b2 called
on to pass it

Hon- Mr. McFasLane said he was inclined
t> think that such a measure would be exceed-
ingly beneflcial, because it would protect not
only private individuals but the trezsury fcom
the losses oecasioned by the inefficisncy of sur-
vevors. He thought that any man possessing
the training proper for his business could pass
the proposed examination.

Mr. KavLBack thought that many of the diffi-
cuties referred to arose from th> want of pro-
per plans, The bill would throw out of em.
ployment a number of practical and efficient
men He believed that all ths surveyors in his
county were capable of doing the duties they
were called on to perform.

Hon. ArTY, GEN. said that bis remarks had
fio referencs to the Government surveyors—on
the contrary, these offlcers were being injured
by the competition of inefficient men Where
8 dispute arose in connection with land it was
quite common for some person to go outand
run a line different from that previously given,
and then go into court to sustain it. The mo-
tion to defer the bill passed—27 to 9.

INDUSTRILL EXHIBITION OF 1868

Hon. At7Y. GEN. maoved the second reading
of the bill in reference to the holding of an Ex-
hibition at Halifax, in 1868,

Mr. 8. MacD NaELL 8aid it was true that ®
resolution was passed at the last session to pro~
vide for the holding ot the extibition, but cir-
cumstances transpiring since then might fairly
induce the house to look at the matter in a dif-
ferent vicw. The bill for th: Upion had, t5 g
greatexicnt, transferred the departmect of Agri-
culture to the Dominion of Canada, and this
was a ground on which he thought the House
would be justified in rescinding the resoluticn.
It would be said, no doubt, that the House was
pledged, but he asked, to whom? No agree-
ment had been entered into, and nothing had
occurred to make the action which Le proposed
unwarrantable. He was of opini>n that such
an exhibition as was’proposed would be of lit-
tle or no value to the counties in which it was
most desirable to promote Agriculture. at
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benefit could Cape Breton or -even Lunenburg
‘and other of the counties excepting two  or
three, derive from the exhibition?
of $6000 would only be the beginning  and
would probably soon be swollen to £6000, and
he would remind the honge.that this money
muat come out bf the local revenues. The cost
of the Exhibition would probably be equal to
‘£200 for esch of the Agricultural counties, and
how much beit r would it be to devote this mo-
ney to the importation of improved stock He
gave the Board of Agriculture credit for wha!
they had accomplished in.that direction, and
-would be willing to vote for further appropria-
tions for the same purpose., While he did not
look so despondingly as some upon the future
of the country, he felt that we must economise

and 1ot incur any lavish expenditure. He ‘rust- |

" ed that the House would reconsider its action,
and not -vote ‘money which the country could
* get no beneflt from. -

Mr. BLacgwoob said he was aware that exhi-
bitions were generally advantageous to the
country in bringing peaople from the different
sections to see what progress was being made,
but at this juncture he thought it would be un-
fajr to " the country to incur an expenditure
such as that proposed.  As the prin-
cipal resources of the country had been given to
snother country, it was inczmbent on us to
nurse our remaining revenues in the most care-
{ul manuer. It was probable that his county
would receive considerable beneflt from the ex-
hibition, but the wore remote sections would
gain little or nothing by it. It had been found
necessary to borrow on the credit of the road
moneys of Colchester couuty, and as it was ve-
ry uncertain what the grant of next .year for
that service would be, hefelt it would be wroog

-to make the draw on cur resources wbich the
. bill propcsed. The $6000 which the Govern-
ment propesed to appropriate had been given for
the purchase of a stock farm and should not have
been diverted.

Mr. Ross s2id that there could be no doubt
-economy .would have to be carefully observed
in'the m nagemnnt of our revenues, but he re-
gretted in this age of improvement to hear any
person express himself opposed to the holding
of an exhibition which would do more good
than could be foreseen or explained: The citi-
zans of Halifax had taken a deep interest in tha
matter, and would no doubt contribute largair
.The $6000 had been already voted. and weglr-
ing in oné of the banke. He entirely dissen-ed
from the idea that Cape Breton would receive
-no advantage from the exhibition What was
there to prevent the people of the Island from
bringing down their coal and flsh and every

thing they manufactured.

Mr. KouLBAcKk reminded the mcmber for In
velness that the proposed exhibition would be
not only agricultaral but .indastrial, and that
every cﬂ.u of our people and every branch of
industry would be.represented. He believed
that the Cape Breton Counties would not be
backward in the competition, and he knew that

“hibitipns had been .

‘Lunenburg wag ready to compete in in every
v ‘branch. :
The vote

..Hon. A11Y. an,.rgfrgl _that the utility of ex-

been . too, satisfactorily proved.in
every part of the civilized world to reggire any
lengthy vindication. They had beeniheld in
the Province since 1851, and had been.regarded

by every clasaof our .people as a stimulus to

skill ‘and enterprise of every kind. It could

.not be wondered at that Nova..Scotia was not

better known abroad when her capabilities were
not fully known to her ow: pegple. He counld

‘not understand the .calculations of the -hon.

member, who said that the cost would be cqual to
£200 to.each of the agricultural eounties. These
counties surely could ndt complainof the ex-
penditure. The fishing population would be
largely berefitted by the ‘exhibition of fish,

| which, no doubt, would be made, acd every

class of the people would receive advantage ex-
cepting, perhaps, the lawyers, who had nothing
to - exhibit, and should be the only persons to
complain. : '

Hon. Mr. McFARLANE said that fifteen or six-
teen years had elapsed since an exhibition was
held for the whole Province, and during that
time we hed been spending largely to secure re-
presentation in:exhibitions abroad. There was
avote of $20,000 made last year for the Paria
exhibition . At Jast session the bouse had
pledged iwelf to provide the: neceesary. -funds
for the project under consideration; and steps
bad already be:'n taken on the faith of tha'
pledge. Since our Jast exhibition, New Bruaos-
wick had held thre» or four, P. E. Island had
done the same, and Cavada held one every
year. He feared that the discussion which had
taken place would go far to repress the ener-
gies of gentjemen who had shewn a.deep inter=
estin the undertaking. and if that were the case
the other Provinces could reprorch us with
having been unable ‘to bring. ourselves into
competition with them for fifteen years.

Mr, S. CampBELL considered . that the House
was fully pledg d to provide:funds to a reason-
able extent, and the fault he had to-find was that
the grant prop ‘sed in the bill wauld be barely
sufficient. Unless a sufficient sum were pro-
vided, the great object of the expenditure would
be defeated, and insteal of our resources ap=
poaring in an advantageous light their estima-
tion would be ounly detracted from.. Be was
not aware whsther il way the intention to garry
out the idea of purchasing a model farm, but if
nat the $6000 was well appropriated by the bill
befors the House Geatlemen of influence and

_position had taken a lively intersst in ths exhi-

tiop, & public meetiny had been held in Halifax,
commiitees had been appointed acd subscrip-
tions solicited It would be very unfair for the
House now to recede from its poeition and repu-
diate ite pledge  When ouce the legislature had
taken deliberate action it should not depart from

 ite decision without very urgent reasons.

Mr.8 MoDoxxBLL said he had listened ‘with
aitention and amusemen. ta the. atlempts of
gentlemen to show what benefit would resalt
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from the exhibition. The Atty. General had
said that it would afford an opportuiity for the
men cf the different counties to come togsther,
—was it then intended to be an exhibition of
m'n? It might be true that it would afford an
opporiunity for a grand entertainment, but he
did not feel inclined to call on his constituents
to pay for that. It was quite true that interna-
tiona{ aund intercolonial exhibitions were very
advantageous in making one country acquainted
with the resources of another, but here it was

only proposed that we should exhibit
ourselves to ourselves. No benefit was
to be expected . from that, because

those who had capita! to invest in the develop-
ment of our resources were foreigners, who
would be none the wiser after the exhibition
was-over. County exhibitions also ware use
ful, because they would be :ttended by persons
who could not come to Halifax, and they led
the farmers of the country to compare their
grain and cattle and various products. The
Halifax exhibition would be a grand opportu:
nity for those who had money to spend it in
their own gratification, but the country geno-
rally had little to expect from it. He did not
think there was anything in the argument that
the vote was due to the citizens of Halifax, who
had interested themselves in the matter, for he
saw by the notice of the meeting that it had
been called to take into consijeration the pro-
priety of holding "a Provincial exhibition, it
wonld only have been courteous for the citizens
to have awaited the final decision of the House.
The entirz change which had taken place in
the relations of the country was, he considered,
ample reason for the House to review its pre-
vious decision on the subject.

Mr. TosIN regretted to hear the remarks of
the previous speaker. He had been on three
commissions in connection with exhibitions,
and had been convinced that great benefits re~
sulted t7 the Province from the efforts that had
been made to represent her abroad. But a pro-
vincial ¢xhibition was of far higher importance,
It was expected that a subscription list would
be opened, and the citizens would have to bear
a very large portion of the burden. Dr. For-
raster had firet mooted the question of exhibi-
tions in this Province, ahd had detailed their
importance in every hamlet in the country—
the result was the exhibition of 1852. All our
energies should now be put forward in order
that our products and resources might be made
known,—he {rusted that the inhabitants of the
other Provinces and of the United States would
be invited. The capabilities of Nova Scotia
would thus be displayed advantageously. Some
of our products would compare favourably with
those of any other country—he. had seen ap-
ples, pears, peaches and grapes grown in the
valléy ot Cornwallis as fine as auy grown in
Europe.  Every farmer, mechanic and miner
would have something to exhibit. The pro-
gress we had made wae shown by the support
given to the undertaking: in 1852 the Province
could only vote $4000, and the community

which then could contribute £1800, he teliaved,
could now subscribe £3600.

Mr. AN¥AND regretted that the discussion had
arisen, for the house was already pledged. The
dificulty he saw wus that the grant would be
quite insufficient unless the citizens contributed
largely from their private means. He looked
upon this as an inter-County exhibition; the
products of our mines, our orchards, our fish-
eries, and every branch of industay would be
displayed, and who could doubt that great be-
nefits would result. He understood that the
$6000 voted for the purchase of a model farm
was still at the disposal of the Board of Agri-
culture, and if so it would not be inappropriate-
ly expended if applied to the Exhibition. The
proceads of the sale of the articles purchased
for the exhibition at Paris might likewise b
given.

Mr. C J. CaxpBELL said that he had felt dis-
posed to oppose the vote, but the speech of the
hon member for Inverness had convinced him
to a contrary course. ‘The fact that our posi-
tion was goon to be changed was the very rea-
son why we should compare our resources with
thoge of the other Province.. Although the
county of Victoria might not immediately de-
rive any advantage from the exhibjtion, yet it
would feel the benefits eventually.

Hon. A1TY. GEX. 8aid that the arrangements
for the purchase of the model farm had been
completed, but the owner had unfortunately had
a wife who had refused to join in the ¢ nvey-
ance. That matter was still in abeyance and
he did not wish the present grant to be consid-
ered a substitution. As far as the exhibition
grant was concerned, it would be a libel on the
city of Halifax !0 say that it would not, deeply
in debt though it might be, if the necessity
arose, contribute to such an object the whoie
sum which was now asked for from the whole
Province. The facilities of inter-communica-
tion throughout the Province, were incr asing
and the people of Inverness could in one day
comedown to Halifax with their cattle and pro-
duots for the exhibition.

Dr. HaMirroxN was glad that the discussion
had taken place, for it had drawn from a num-.
ber of gentlemen remarks which were creditable
to them. The hon. member for Imverness
would certainly have been convinced if he had
been preseut at the recent public meeting.
This Province had certainly been behind the
others in the matter of Exhibitions, and he
hoped that on this occasion a creditable effort
wauld be made. He was happy to be able to
say that King’s Cowuty was not in debt for the
road and bridge service, so that no difficulty
could arise on that score. :

Mr. PARKER said that a general Exhibition
was much required ; he would like to see Cape
Breton sending down her products to compete
with the other districts. Canada bhad been ex-
ceedingly benefitted by Exhibitions, and the
want of them was greatly felt in Nova Scotis.
In going irt) the warshous2s of the city, oge
saw that we were entirely dependent on other
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countries for all our agricultural implements,
and the manufactures which we did rossess
were almost unknown. Every class in the
country was interested in the promotion of ag-
riculture, and every class would be benefitted
by the Exhibition. In Canada it was found
that American farmers brought in their stock
to compete at the Exhibitions, and this induced
the Canadians to put forth every effort to excel.
Instead of making such efforts to secure arepra-
sentation at Ixhibitions -abroad, we should

have commenced by exhibiting cur products at | W

home ; the planof working from the large down
to the small was not one that he had learnt, A
tew years ago we had hardly an iron foundry ;
now we could carry on that manufacture for
ourselves, 2and we should try and show the world
what we had dope and could do. It was found
when our yourng men w:nt abroad that thers
were none cleverer, but unfortunately we bal
nothing in which to engage them at home. Ile
believed that under Confederation we would
have a market of four miilions of people, and
that the change would be most beneficial in this
respect-
The bill passed.

MIZCELLANEOUS.

Mr, Jost presented the report of the commit-
tee on Public Accounts. It was allowed to lie
on the table.

Mr. ToBin introduced a bill to_ incorporate
the Halifax Omnibus, Express and Conveyance
Company.

"Hon. Fix. Sec. laid on the table a return
showing the state of the accounts of the various
.Collectors of Customs throughout th: Province,
%1: l::turn having been asked for by Mr. Mc-

The House adjourned until 11 o’clock, a. m.,
on Monday.

Moxpay, April 2.
The House met at 3 p. m.

ROAD S8CALES,

Mr. S. CaveniLL called attention to the fact
that he had not been consulted in reference to
the preparation of the road scale for the county
of Guysboro.” He understood that, at the in-
stance of his colleague, it was being prepared
by a subordinate cfficer in one of the depart-
ments. He was very unwilling to think that
th: Government was any party to this course of
procedure.

Hon. Pro Stc. denied all knowledge of the
trapsaction. It was not unusual for members
to employ subordinate officers in making up
their road scales. For instanee he, and his cols
leagues had employed Mr. DeWolfe to make up
their own scale, but of course tbe {ramsacticn
was of a purely personal charactsr. The usual
course, he believed, when members disagreed
as to the preparation of their scales was to refer
the matter to & committee. -

The subject was accordingly referred to the
following commitee, which Mr. Campbell said
he was quite willing should be entirely drawn

from the opposite side of the house, viz: Alli-
son, Donkin, Whitman.

Mr. ANNAND enquired whether it was the
intention of the Government to allow the mem-
bers for Halifax county to divide the special
grant, or was it to be left at the digposal of the
Government ?

Hon. Pro. SEc. enquired how the ordinary
road grant was divided.

Mr. AxxAND replied according to a ecale
agreed between the members for HKast and
est.

"Mr. Toniy said that he and the hen wember
had never disagreed as to the mode of dividing
the road moneys. %8s he understood thematter,
the special graut was at the disposal of the Gov
ernmant.

Hou Pro. SEcY. considered it the best course
to leave these special grants, which wero in-
tendod for exceptional services, at the disposal
of the Government. Of course the Government
wouid always listen to the suggestions of hon.
members in respect to the disposition of such
grants. ’

Mr. PrYcr said that the special ‘grant had
slways been in the hands of the Government,
and he and his colleagues had applied to them
whenever they required money for any impor-
tant service. Last year they had had expend-
ed a large sum in constructing aroad from Ha-
lifax to Proepect, around to St. Margaret’s Bay,
making a circuit to Halifax again.

Mr. ANNAND said that the division of the or-
dinary road grant depended in a large measure
upon that of the special grant. e thought he
and his colleagues should meet together and
agree on some mode of division.

Hon. Prov. Sec. hoped that the hon. gentle-
man wouald make the division without reference
to the special grant, which should be kept for
particular services. )

MISCELUANEOUS,

Mr. WHITMAN reported from the Committce
on Crown Lands a bill to make void certain
grants.

A call ot the House was had, and a number
of bills were read a third time and passed.

Hon. Mr. SBHANNON reported up an Act rela-
tive to rag and junk shops in Halifax.

The House adjourned until 3 o’clock.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The House resumed at 3 o’clock.
Mr. OerFERNAN introduced an Act to Jivide
a polling place in the county of Guysboro’.
THE PRESBYTERIAN UNION.

Mr. C. J. CampBELL moved the second read=
ing of the bill to amend chap. 68 of the Acts ot
1862, concerning Presbyterian Church property.

Mr. S. CaxpBELL thought it would be as
well to have a division at once, as the same
question hal been before the House in previous
yeara

Hon. Prov. Skcy. hoped, as a member of the
House, that the bill would not be read a second
time. He had hoped that the subject would
not have come before the House at all during
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the present seasion. If the bill passed it would
create trouble. ‘When the same question had
been before the House some years ago, he had
stated at some length his views, and he consi~
dered it unnecessary to go into them again.

Mr. C. J. CamperLL was surprised to hear
the sentiments that had fallen from the bon
Proviacial Secretary. Tbe bill had been be-
fore the House several times, bnt it was never
rejected. Last yesr the bill was sustained, and
he only withdrew it when influential ciergy-
men of the Presbyterian Church came forward
and promised to settle the difficulty amicably.
A committee was apyointed by each side, and
they met in Halifax. The result was that the
committee of the Presbyterian Church acknow-
ledged that they had no power to actin the
ma‘ter, after having met the committee of the
 Church of Scotland several times. He held in

his hand the act of which the petitioners com-
plained, and the preamble of which was as
follows :—

+ Whereas tha two bodies of Christians kuown as
the Presbyterian Church ot Nova Scotia and the Free
Church of Nova Scotia wers in the year 1860 counect-
ed by the name of tha Presbyterian Church of the
Lower Provinces, and in consequence of this union
certain enacimonts are necessary with regard o the
property of the congregations formerly in connection
with sach churches.”

The present bill did not interfere with the
union, but with the act passed two years subses
quently, and the preamble of which be had just
quoted. What the petitioners complained of
- was that the house had passed an act of a most
tyrannical character. The present bill was not
intended to disturb existing institutions, but
simply to perform an act of justice. The com-
platnants were determined to obtain their rights,
and would never cesse agitation until they were
successfal. He had sent to the Rev. Mr. Grant
that morning for a copy of the report in which
the proceedings of last summer were set forth,
but it appeared that they were not reported in
the Record of the Presbyterian body, nor even
in the Presbyterian Witness. Mr. Grant etated
that they did not report the matter, bucause
they felt that the circumstances that took place
at the meeting were not to their credit. He
(Mr. C.) hoped justices would be done to the
petitioners. He had brought the subject up
very reluctantly,

Mr. PARKER said it was a great pity that this
matter should be brought up year after year.
The hon. member was now attemptiog to des~
troy a union which was working most admir-
ably—a union which would not probably stop
with the two churches it now included, but
would take in other denominations in the course
of time. He would be ¢lad if congregations in
other parts of the Province would always en-
close their cemeteries, as was said to be the case
in parts of Cape Breton whence complaints had
come to the House.

Mr. C. J. CaurBeLL said that there was no
attempt to repeal the union. The act of union
and the act of spoliation were two very differ-
ent matters. He had folt it his duty to bring
up the subject lgg place it in its true light be-

fore the House. The patitions wer: signed by
respectable magisrates and others, snd requir-
ed the most serious consideration from tha
House. )

Mr. Rogs cilled atiention to the fact that the
masjority of the signatures were all written in
one handwriting. He wes well acquainted with
the handwriting of some of the magistrates re-
ferred to, and he believed that two of them at
least had not signed the petiticus.

Mr ArcaIBALD said that it was nothing less
than an insult to the House for the hon. mem-
ber to have presented such petitions Tt ivaa
quite clear, in fact, that the matter onghi uever
to have been brought up at all.  The ordinary
courtesy that should bz extended to any gen~
tleman interested in a particular question should
bave indu:ed the hon. member 0 wait till either
e (Mr. A.) or Mr. Blaschard, «r Mr. McLelan
was pregent before pressing the measure. The
bill had only been read the first time on the 23d
of April, and now its second reading wa: asked
for. The circumastances of the question, as far
a8 he could remember, were briefly these : the
hon. member was at one time a member of the
Kirk of Scotland, and attended the church, of
which the minister was the Rev. Mr, Farquhar.
son. It would be remembered that church dif-
ficulties occurred in the parent country, and had
their influence in this province. The congrega-
tion of which Mr. Farqubarson was the minis-
ter became convected with the Free Church,
which had no existence until these dificulties
had occurred. The time came, however, when
a union took place between the Free Church
and the Presbyterian Church in this Province.
This nnion was effocted by the entire consent of
every ecclesiastical authority—~more than that,
with the consent of every member of the laity,
The hon. nzember for Victoria got tired of the
Free Church and reconverted himself to the
-Church of Scotland, and thereupon came for-~
ward and asked for a contribution from the
church he had lefc. The hon member ought to
be ashamed, if it were possible for him to feel
that emotion, to make such a demand as he had
session after session. It was complained that
the cemetery was enclosed; so all such places
should ba ;- but as respects the one in ques.
tion there was no lock upon it. The Pres-
byterian Church and the Free Church had
agreed to unite in the most solemn manner, ond
yet the hon member would attempt to mar the
harmony and integrity of that union whick was
working so admirably, KEvery Presbyterian
throughout the Province would consider the
action of the hon member as insulting to his
church. He knew that thera was every desire
on the part of the authorities of the Presbyteri-
an body to settle the dificulty in any reasonable
manner. The hon member, however, it was
very evident, had no other desire except to
keep up an agitation on the subject to suit his
own ends.

Mr. C. J. CamppELL) regretted that the hon
gentleman should have thought it necessary to
exhibitso much passion in the remarks he had
addressed to the house: but he did not intend
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to follow a similar exsmple, He wished to
argue the question dispassionately and on its
merits. He had not acted clavdestinely; every
opportupity had been given to gentlemen to
deal with the bill. Mr., Blanchard had been
-present when it was firat introduced, and its se-
cond reading had been deferred until that day
i consequence of the absence of Mr. Archibald
and other gentlemen who were stated’to be in-
terested in tL2 measure. It was not true that
all the clergy had agreed to the union.

Mr, ParxEr—All but one,

Mr. C J. CaupPBeLL—Well, one man some-
times might be worth a great many others. It
would hav. reflected more credit upon the hob.
member for Colchester if he had attempted to
argue the question instead of indulging in mere
assertions. What was complained of was that
certain psrties had been unfairly denuded of
their rights, and in that case it was the duty of
‘the Legislature to give them redress. As res-
pects the petition, all he could say was thathe
believed they represented fairly the views of

“the persons whose names were appended to
them. He had been glad to find that so many
of his constituents were able to write so well

‘Lastyear he had made a written offer to the
‘hop, member for Coichester to bring the matter
ta arbitration. The hon gentleman referred
the subject to his clergyman, but no answer was
given. The samz offer was made to Mr. Blan
¢éhard, with the same result, Last session. a
pledge had been given by a leading clergyman
that the difficulty would be settled amicably,
but as he stated previously, the promise given

" had not been kept Having referred to the let-
ter of the Rev. G. M, Grant on the subject, he
would now ask permission to read it,

TaE MANSE, HALIPAX.

April 29tb, 1867,
My Dear Mr. Campbell,—
r-aavd yon the number of oar Record in which tuo
Minntes of the Committees of the two Churshes on
the C. B. disputed matters are Those Minutes were
eartainly not published in the Presdbyterian Witness,
and, a8 far as 1 know, not even printed ia the Récowrd
ofthe P: C. L. P., probabiy becsuse their Committee
did not feel that they would be very creditable to
their good sense, modearation, or Justice. Nota two
or three points:~(1.) Their Committes acknowledg-
. od that, in equity, our people haa rights both in the
iddle River and Lake Ainslie Churches; yat, if no
bill is passed, they will not get those rights. (3.)
They lmplicnfy -acknowledged that we hadjrights
elsewhers, but would allow us no equivaient for them,
though we offored to take what they could have given
without inconvenience to themsalves: and, with re-
ard to our offer, one of the two members of their
f:o'mu’m:ee present at the last meeting said, * If we
-den’t aooept that, we ought to.”” It was notacoept.
eg, chiefly, 1 believe, fiom pique sgsinst youraelf,
though the nooeptance of it would have putan end
to ail the unseemly contentions in Cape Breton.
They would not sacrifice an inch of thair pride for
the gake of the-t{ common Presbyterianism’’ they
tajk so mach about, nor for the sake of our common
Christianity. Bat the fact was that their Committes
had no anihoﬂ%‘. and the members composing it
pleaded thac, Our Committee had full powar; its
members took the troudble of comirg up to Halifax
from various parts of Pictou Connty. Not one ot the
Country members of their Committee attended, and
ot even all the city membars, althvugh both time
and p'ace were fixed Dy their committea. These
things show which party was most anxions for an
equitable settlement.

1 have cnly to ssy that bad I kuown that it was
your intestion to bring in your bill this year, I would
have writien out g statement of the prooecedinga of
the joint Committees, and gent it to one of the news-
papers, that the public might'bs acquainted with the
1aots of the oare. I learned, or rather inferred from
the wild talk of the Presbyterian Wiiness on Satur-
day last, that you had brought in your bill; and as 1
supyoss the affair will be settied to-day, sll I can do
is to allow you to make any uss you pleare of this
nota, Believe me,

Ever truly yours,
G. M. GranT.

Thus it appeared that the very proceedings
were 80 condemnatory of the Presbyterian
Church of Nova Scotia that neither the Presby-
terian Witness nor the Record of the body pub-
lished them. It was only necsssary to refer to
the Act of 1862 to see what great injustice it
had inflicted on the complainants. That Act
had been passed without their consent, depriv-
ing them of their cemeteries and other Church
property. The petitioners under such circum-
stances, felt that they had a righ* to be heard -
Great difficulties, even bloodshed, had occurred
in consequence of the deprivation by the people
of the rights they so dearly valued . It was
quite certain tbat these difficulties would con~
tinue to arise until the question was set at rost
by the House coming forward and granting that
justice to the petitioners which.it was the duty
of every member to afford.

Mr. Ross referred to the petition from Bou-
larderie ; the olergyman there, who had offici-
ated since 1836 or 1836, had come to the coun-
try as a8 Free-Churchmsn. Instead ot all
the petitioners havisg built churches, the
very first name on the petition was that of a
maa whose subscription had been to a church
that was reduced o ashes, and several others
had signed who had not contributed apy-
thing to the existing churches. There had
only been onme such disturbance as his col-
league bad referred to, and if no encourage-
ment were given, there need beno fear of its
repetition  There was nothing to .affact the
scruples of conscience which the petitioners
avowed,—there wag no compulsion; but the
object of the agitation no;doubt was to get
‘possession of the properiy which, by law, be-
longed to those who entered into the Union. By
passing the bill the Union would be virtnally
destroyed, and the property in Cape Breton
would be handed over to the Free Church, a
body that did not exist. If the people had been
left to themselves these complaints wouldinot
have arisen. As far as the Middle River pro-
perty was concerned, the Crown Land Com-
mittee had suggested a reference to arbitration,
and when Mr. Archibald had brought-dn a bill
in connection with the report, his colleague
stood in opposition to it, and eventually deteated
the. settlement, althongh an arbitrator had been
appointed on the other side.

Hon. Arry. GeN. said tha [he had vever
been able to make up his mind that injustice
had not been done to some of the people of
Cape Breton in connection with the church pro-
party. Shortlmfmn the passage of the: act of
1862 he had been applied to by numbers of




OF .THE..HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

these persons as to what should be done. and
he had “advised them to lay petitions at the.
foot of the throne prayiog that the act should
not receive the royal assent until their rights
were investigated. That advies had’cot been
followed, but applicatious had been coming
in to the House ever since. It was a princi-
ple ‘of legislation that private yights should
bs protected, and ho disinterested person
would fail to agree with him that il the rights
of minorities had beeu interfered with ‘ome
redress should be given. It was maintained
that belween two relizious bodies whose differs’
ences were so small the legislature had a right
to step in and say :  you must unite or your
property will be handed over to others.”” A man
puttiog his money into a church had surely. a
right to be consuited as to hig form of blief and
could not constitutionally be legislated out of
his property. No one could could say that the
differences of belief were unimportant because
many persons attached great importance to what
others considered trivial, and they certainly
should not be coerced into any change. It
might be true that where the Union was assen-
ted to tho property could be fairly transferred,
but how could the legislature hand over tu min-
orities the property of majorities who refused to
unite? If the constitution made these parties
the judges of their own conduct it was uncon-
stitutional to take away their property because
they chose to adopt a certain course. As re-
gards the Middie River dispute the complain-
ants said that they had the legal title and could
not be dispossessed, but that if the other side
would throw into arbitration some of their
doubttul property they would consent, but that
an arbitration should not sit only upon a proper-
ty to which they had a clear right, It was ad.
mitted that there were parties on both sides
having equitable claims, and the only question
was how redress could be given. No person
regretted the dispute more than himself, and he
had been delighted last year at the prospect of a
settlement. The present bill had been intro-
duced with moderation by the member for Vie-

toria, and no doubt from a sense of duty, and he |

should therefore have been exempt from per-
sonal attack. It frequently happened that
among parties very closely associated small dif-
ferences growing up made the most determined
enmity, and however deeply he regretted these
unhappy differences, he felt bound to support
some measure which would do. justice. .

Mr. ArcaisarD said that the question in dis-
pute at Midd e River had been referred to the
Crown Land Committee, who reported thata
settlement should be made by arbi'ration, and
on bringing in & bill in accordance with that re.
port he bad been opposed by the member of
Victoria, so that there had been every desire
upon his (Mr. A’s) part to do justice andto
forward a settlement. It appesred that there
were 114 shares in tha property at Middle Ri»
ver and that 92 of them were held by those who
bad acquiesced in the change, so that the par

fes eomplaining of injustice had only one fifth

of the property, and yet they had refuged to. 8¢«

cept anything less than a half,—a third had.’
Th= House was aske -

been offered and refused.

168~

ed to interfers without knowing . the . facts and ~

without haviog time at that period of the seg.
sion to cause an investigation by committee.——

When the bill of 1862 was introduc-d objections
were made as to some congregations in Cape A
Broton. and they were at once exempted from ~

its operation, and now the House was asked to- .
repeal the act as regards all Caps Breton. If ..

theé principle were sound why stop there? The
Legislature wonld next be asked to interfers
with the rights of the other congregations

‘throughout Nova Scotia.

Mr. C,J. CaupBeLL denied most emphatical-

tlement by arbitration, but the princ ple of the
bill had nothing to do with the Middle River
dispute. Those who concurred with the hon.
member for Colchester were willing to arbitrate
upon the title which they did not posaess, but
notupon cases in which there was actually &
dispute.

r. BLANCHARD eaid he had thought that af-
ter the hon member had brought in his bill for
three years in sugcession and been compelled
to abandon it, he would have allowed. the mate
ter to rest. The hon member no doubt thought

that hie was doing his duty ; but he could tell :-

him that he was not doiong his duty, but was do-
ing more to stir up strife and discord than all
the clergymen in the church. The clergy wers
willing to exchange pulpits and to promote peace
and harmony, and the responsibilities which
had arisen were mainly upon the member for:

1y having thrown obstacles in the way «f a set- .

Victorin. That gentleman had denied having .

opposed the arbitration, but had he done anys.
thing to forward it? There was not a word
of complaint that he knew (f in Inverness uutil
after the hon member got a seat in the House,
and commenced this agitation, which was kept
up by a faw litigous persons in the Island. The
act had been passed without a division, and
everything asked then was freely yielded by ite
promoters.

Hon. ArTY. GEN said that complaints had
been made to him on the subject very shortly
after the passage of the bill by numbers of most
respectable and influential persons in different
perts of Cape Breton. ‘

Mr ArcHiBAuD said that he was takenGby

surprise at the introduction of the bill this ses« -

sion. Oaly a week ago the hon member for
Victoria had solicited and obiain-d from him a
subscription for the erection of a Kirk Chureh,
and after securing that he had recommenced the
attack. .
Mr. C. J. CampoeLL said that in giving the
subscription the hon gentleman was only ma.
king & partial recompense for the injury he had
done. As far as the church in which be was in
terested was concerncd, he was willing to let it
go, but the burial ground he would-not vield,

Mr: Ross called the Prov. Sec.'s sttention to .

the fact that the prople of Middle River had nde
minsted their arbitrator to the Governmieat,
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and that the Government had been unable to
proceed owing to tbe friends ot his colleague
refasing to act on the report of the committee.

Hon. Prov. 88c. confirmed this statement;
he had both written and telegraphed to Mr. C.
J. Campbell, urging the appointment of an arbi»
trator, but he had refused. There might be
some ground of complaint, but he thought it
would be unwise to destroy confidence in the
action of the house by disturbing the existing
legislation.

Mr. BILL said that he had hoped that the agi-
tition would cease after the efforts which had
b2en made for a seitlement. The name of the
Rev. W. Murray having been mentioned, he
said that he would go that gentleman’s bonds~
man that he would fulfil whatever promise he
bad made in the matter. He hoped the hon.
member would withdraw his measure.

The amendment deferring the bill passed, 22
to 27. The bill was aceordingly deferred.

For the aniendment — Mes:rs Pryor, Allison,
Heffernan, Pecker, Balcam. Lawrence, 7ohin,
Jost, Rill. Blackwood, Bourinot, Hoberison,
Longley, Shannon, Blanchard, Ress, S. Campe
bell, Archibald, Killam, Ray, Robicheau, Pro
Sec —~22.

Against— Messrs. McFarlane, C J. Campbell
Joha Campbell, Colin Campbell, Moore, Brown
At:y. Gen.—7.

HALIFAX STREET RAILWAY.

Hon. My, Suan~oy, from the Commiitee on
City Bills, reported a bill to amend the Act in-
corporating the City Railway Company. He
#aid that the Committee had struck out all the
clauses but the first and had framed that so as t»
prevent the use of the snow plough after a fal!
of snow of the depth of twelve inches, and had
prohibited the use of salt entirely.

Hon. Pro. SEecy. said he could not agree with
the report of the Committee. Pariies had come
to the legislature and obtained an act of incor-

ration under which a large sum of money had
g:en invested. He was mot competent to say
whether the charter authorized the use ‘of the
plough and of salt or not as that was a question
of law, but as he wounl! presently show this was
not the principle to be discussed. Heknew how
wmnch feeling had existed and how much incon-
venience had been inflicted upon a large portior
of our citizens by the Railway, and therefore
regret'ed deeply that care had not been taken to
introluce guards and checks in relation to the
powers of the Company. JAs far as he could
ascertain it was net correct that the House had
altered the bill as sent up from the City Council
in the clause relating to the paving of the
streets. 'The Act had passed during the ad-
ministration of the late government and a good
dea) of credit was due to them in the matter, but
greater care should have been taken in the legis-
Iation to. protect the interests of all classes.
Coming however to the first principle of the
measure, it was immaterial whether the charter
authorized the use of the plough and salt or not.
If it did the House had no right to interfere with
the privilege granted. If i¢ did not, then the

parties could apply to a court of law for redress
and should not come to the legislature for an in-
terpretation of the Act. Hefelt a great difficulty
in dealing with a question where the conflicting
rights of parties were so deeply involved, and on
which so strong a feeling existed, but he had a
duty to perform as a member of the legislature,
and that was to adopt such a course as wounld be
consistent with the true interests of the country
and with the true position of the House. If the
House were to limit the privileges under which
a large amount of capital had been invested it
would strike a scrious blow at the confidence
which it was desirable that capitalists abroad
should entertain. It would be wiser to allow the
rights of the Company to be tested in a court of
law ; if it werg there decided that they had no
right to use the plough aud the sal: the legisla-
'ature would be relieved from the difficulty,—if
on the other hand it were decided that they had
the right.it would become a question whether the
legislature should not buy up the rights so con-
(égdedd and - remedy in that way the wrong in-
icted.

Hox, ArTY. GEN. concurrcd wich the Prov.
Secretary. The charter should nos be so in-
terfered with as to oceasion pecuniary damage
to the company without a recompenss being
given. The citizeng, no doubt, were delighted
with the proagpect of a street railway at the
time the Act passed and the same cave had
not becn taken which is usually exercised.
No great amount of convenience could bs given
to a people without their being obligad (o suf-
fer in another way, and so in tbe country. after
agitating for the railway for years, many pen-
ple thought it waa not such a fins thing afer
all. At the origin of the measnure all the con-
sidera'iond should be fairly weighed, but when
once the Act was passed it became a matter of
principle and not of bargain. The qnestion of
law involved was exceedingly difficult, and
probably if referred to a committee of lawyers
thoy would not agree in opinion, and the
Judges of the Supreme Court wounld perhaps
be divided on it. The legislature should cer-
tainly keop faith with the company. The loss
to the company and the inconvenience to the
cirizens who had been accustomed to use the
cars should he taken into consideration before
the bill was passed, for it would bave the effact
of stopping the cars for a great part of the
winter.

Mr. 8. CAMPBELL said ha was surprised to
hear objecrions going to the principle of the
bill urged after the bitl had be=n sent to com-
mitteo. He did not recollect havingever serv-
ed upen a commit'ea charge? wih a more
onerans task than that in connection with the
bill, - On one sida wers the jnterests of the
nublic &nd on the other thosn of the company.
The citizens had the freehold of the streets, the
company had obtained an enoasement, but
conld it be pretended that they had the right
to cteate a public nuisance? The usre of salt
and the plough certainly perpetrated a nui-
sance, The charter could not authurise the
company to do injury to those who had prior
rights. The bill had embraced several rea-
trictions as to the number of tracks, pavement,
and so forth, but these the committee had
struck oat, believing that the gunestions involv-



OF THE HOUSE' OF ASSEMBLY.

165

ad in those clauses were not such as the legis-
latare cow'd fairly deal with, but the remain-
ing questious were open to decision, and the
House was only asked to declare what the law
was, His views was in favor of prohibiting
the use of the plough from the strong impres-
sion of the public inconvenience which it caus-
ed. The loss which would essue to the com-
pany by.the alteration would not at all be com

mensurate wiih the logs to the citiz+ns if mat-
ters were allowed to eontinuc as during last
winter.

Mr. ToBIN said he did not eutirely concur
in the report of the committes, although they
had doubtless spent a great deal of time in
investigating the rights of the company as well
as those of the citizens. It was quie proner
that a company which, urder a charier had
expended their money in laying rails and pla-
cing cars thereon, should have every legiti-
mate protection. At the same timo the citi-
zens had rights which shoald be fuliy consi-
dered. The comwitted reportd shat salt should
uot be used, but they gave s right to the
company to use the plough until thors were
twelve inches of snow upon. the groand., He
bad seen winters in which thers was never at,
suy time o much snow upon our streets, and
therefore he did not think that the commistee
had effected anything s« far as the spow-plow
was cenoncerned. Thore were times when there
was but a light fall of snow, and the plough
might be used without injury to any one
‘When ke went abroad and visited cities in the
United States and Canads, he found that the
cars were placed on runzners in the case of a
heavy fall of snow Ifthe house had the right
to legislate at all—:nsay that the zaltshould
not be used, aud the plough s*oppad under cer-
tain circumstances—then they could make
what regulations they might dcem most advi-
sable, He questioned the right of the house to
take that course, and thought it would be hest
to ascercain, in the first place, the legal rights
of the company in the Supreme Court. If, af-
ter judgment was given, the rights aud privi-
leges of the people were still interfered wiih,
then he thought that the house shonld step in
and give such compensation to the City Rail-
way a8 might be deemed prope: for interfering
with any rights they might have under their
charter. If,on the other hand, it was deter-
mined that the repori of the committes was
allowable—that the house could deal with the
matter—ihen he would propose in amendment
that no salt should be used, and that the plow
should be didcontinued from thoe first of De-
cember to the first of March.

Hon. ATTY. GEN. #aid that a thing might ba
a public nuisance and a public benefit at one
and 'he same time. It rmwight he a nuisance
to some particular claes or individual, inas-
much as it interfered with their rights in some
way or other. The House, hbowever, found it
necessary sometimes to give large privileges
to a company for the sake of promoting tho
henefit of the many. Tho Gas and Water
CGompanies had beea allowed to open up the
ctreets, and they were parpetrating & nuisance
in doing so. The gquestion, however, for the
House to conxider was how farit had given
the company the right to use all the ord:nary
appliances necessary for the prosecution of
their enterprise. The charter gave them the
right to run thecars not for aix or nine months,

but twelve months. He held that the cars .
wera a great corvenience, hot on'y for the rich
but for the poor, and thereforo for all classes.
The undertaking wmust, theretora, ba lpgked

upon as a great nublic  benefis No
one ¢could deny that  the company
had the right o c¢luse ths snow off

the track with shavels; aod i iliey did so,
they would crea‘s fully as great 4 nunisance as
they were now sai to create by the use of the
plough. The proper mode of deaiing with the
question was nodoubt to investigate the rights
of the company in a court ot Jaw—where evi-
dence coula be taken «sto the practice in other
places. )

Hon Mr. S8HANNON coscurred with Mr.
Camrpbell’s remarke; this was not the time to
discn=s the principle of the bill, There were
two parties interes’ed, avd the commit eo had
made a compromise which the house, he
thought, would be disposed to accept when the
position of the gquestion was fully explained.

The bill was referred to cownsittee - f the
whole house

COW BAY BREAKWATER.

Mr. C. J CAMPBELL said he had not receiv-
ed a reply to his question about ths wharfage
collected on the Qow Bay Breakwater.

Hon PrOV. 8EC. 8rid thar ke had made in-
quiries, and found that the Government conld
not ohtain a return of wharfag: cullected. The
wharf was a private enterprise, and dis'inct
from the break water. >

Mr. ARCHIBALD 8aid that the gentleman in-
terosted in tne mines in that locality had con-
tributed $40,000 of his own mouney to the break-
water, which was very valuable, as affording
shelter to the vessals resorting to the mines,

Mr. . J. CameseLt did not see why this
wharf should be on a footing different from that
of other enterprizes to which the Province made
lurge contribuiions _ The public money was
only granted for public purposes. It appeared
that high rates of wharfaga had been charged,
and he could not understand why this should
be allowed on a public work. tle thought it
wrong that any individuals should receive large
sums of the money contributed to the treasury
by the hard working fishermen aud laborers of
the country. Last year hehad made an -ppli-
cation for a grant to a breakwater o1 a coast
sixty miles in extent, and though a small grant
was given during the last year, it was discon-
tinued this year.

Hon. Prov. ¥Ec. said that the hon. gentleman
would have to makean appesalto some other
quarter than to the fishermen, for the sole ob=
ject of the Legislature in giving tho grant was
to protect those engaged in seafaring pursuits.
The Bay was largely frequented, there being
sometimes a hundred sail in it, and as the place
was exceedingly dangerous, a great destruction
of shipping and great sacrifice of life had taken
place there. The grant had contributed to-
make it a place of safety. True, it was in con.-
nection with an enterprire in which Hon. T. D,
Archibald was concerned in the shipment of coal,
but this gentleman by his enterprise in connee-
tion with the mines had largely contributed to
the revenues of the country, and had contributed
thousands and tens of thousands of dollars of his
-
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own money to the work. ‘The grant had ot
been given wiih any political view whatever,
but because the public necessities demanded it
He would be quite prepared to face any hos-
tility 1hai might arise from this expenditure of
the public money.

Mr Ross said that the breakwater in ques-
ton was ove of th- mast useful works in the
Province.  As far as ghelter was concerned, it
afforded sccoemmodation to evers vessel.  Mr.
Arclibali’s wharf was a distinet property, and

~ was one of tho finest in the Provioco ome
one had to exercise authority over these warks
and hence the small charge to merchants whose
goods were loaded thers e regretted his col-
league’s want of success in Lis application for a
grant for the other breakwater al uded to, and
though that his usnat perseverance could not
have been exercised The grant to
the Cow Baw breakwater could not be viewed
as a personal or political matt.r, and was &
most useful expenditure,

Mr. C.J. CaxpBeELL said he bad made the
inquiry from a sense of duty, and not with a de-
sire to show hostility to the Government. In-
stead of sheltering hundreds of vessels, the
breakwater would not shelter a dozen. It gave
shelter to the vessels at Mr. Archibald’s wharf,
and from that a large revenue was being derived.
He felt that the government should have control
over the work to which they had so largely con-
tributed. Other individuals had, at their own
cost, built wharves further outwards than Mr,
Archibald’s was.

Hon. Prov. Sec. replied that Mr. Belloni,
one of the gentlemen who had built a wharf fur-
ther out, had joined with Mr. Archibald in the
application to the government for the grant.

r. ARCHIBALD said that ‘the locality in
question was an open roadstead, in which the
sea came with such violence that no vessel could
lie in it. The breakwater gave a shelter to all
vessels resorting thither in case of a storm;
many shipwrecks had already been prevented by
it. It would be a good investment for the Gov-
ernment even as an accommodation to the coal
trade, for they were recciving handsome returns
from the mines of the locality. Previous to the
building of the breakwater the navigation of the
bay was being greatly impeded by vesscls dis-
charging their ballast in the shallow water. The
attack in connection wiih this work came very
suspiciously, after the discussion of the afternoon,
and he would say to the member for Victoria,
that if returns were to be asked for, the Gov-
ernment might be required to lay on the table
some information of a very interesting character.

Mr. C. J. CaAMPBELL denied that the break.
water could afford the shelter described. Ves-
sels could not make for it in a storm, and he
doubted the truth of the assertion that ship-
wrecks had already been prevented by the work.

Hon. A11Y. GEN. said that if gentlemen of the
Opposition would turn their attention to some
other instances of public expenditure they might
find the Government worthy of support in them
also. The Government had never decided that

the proprietors had the right to collect wharfage;
the question had riever been presented to them,
The attack which had heen made on the Admi-
nistration showed how anxious the Government
were to sacrifice their own interests in advancing
those of the public.

Mr. Barcay said that he had been for many
years familiar with Cow Bay, and knew it to be
a most dangerous locality. If it were not for
the breakwater the mincs there would be almost_
useless, for it' was very unsafe for vessels to go
therc excepting in summer. At present, vessels-
could anchor a mile or a mile and a half above
the breakwater, and the year before last many of -
them were saved by running into the shelter
which it gave. If the Government had made no
worse expenditure than this, he wounld have little
faunlt to find with them.

The Housc adjourned.

TUESDAY, Apri! 30.

The house met at 3 o’clock.

The Legislative Council anuounced that
they bad agreed to the bill for the better en-
couragement of education .

Hon, Mr. MCFARLANE presented a petition
from M. Chapman and others, against the bill

o a{nend the law relating to dyke and marsh
ands.
' LAW AMENDMENTS.

Mr. ARCHIBALD, from the committee on Law
Amendments, reported favorably of the bill
relating to offences connected with the army
and navy. A petition from Pictou had asked
the return of certain fines and expenses inflict-
ed on them for the sale of intoxicating liquors
without license, and asking also that the ses-
sions be compelled to grant licenses. The peti-
tioners represented that the custos refused to
put the question whether the licenses should
be granted, although the grand jury had re-
commended them. The answer of the custos
was that the sessions had not the power to
grant licenses where a majority of tbe rate
payers were epposed toit; and a paper pro-
testing against the granting of licenses, signed
by a majority of the ratepayers, having been

resented, the right of the sessions to grant
P‘xcensea was taken away. The committee were
not disposed to reward parties for violating the
law, nor were they disposed to change tho
policy deliberately agreeil upon, some years
ago, giving the control of licenses to the rate-
payers. Tne committee reported favorably of
tke bill to amend the law relating to coroners,
and reccommended that the bill relating to
the medical profession be deferred, as its pro-
visions were too restrictive.

Hon. Pro. BEC. was under the impression
that the last mentioned bill would bave the
effect of improving the status of gualified prag-
titioners, and would place unqualified practi-
tioners in no worse position than at present.

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that the bill proposed
a penalty of $20 for every day on which a per-
s0m, not having passed an examination before
the ecollege of phyeicians to be established,
should practice.

Hon. ProN. SEC. said that this was further
than he would be disposed to go. The bill
which he had introduced in the first session in
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‘which he had a seat, provided that tobe a legal
practitioner a physiclan should register his
credentials in % e olflﬂee O{;] tihe Provineiael Sec-
retary, thus giving the public an opportunity
?t knowinggiwhog were qualified according to
aw. .
BILLS.

Mr. PRYOR, from the committee on private
aud local bills, reported the bill to incorporate
the British and American Telegraph Co. He
‘sald he differed in opinion from the majority
of the Committee ou this bill.

Mr. PRYOR introduced a bill to amend the
aot relating to the Militia,

Hca. ATTY. GEN. introduced a bill to incor-
porate the Union Copper Mining Company.
Also a bill relating to support of the Poor, pro-
viding more effectually for the appointment of
‘& Clerk to the Overseers. Also a bill to amend
the Election Law, its object being to confirm
the list of electors which had been revised, in
order to prevent technical objections being
taken, He said that he would soon introduce
aclause to provide for the application of the
revigsed lista to the alterations which had been
made in polling districts in several of the
counties, . . .

The Housethen went inlo committee on bills,
and passed -the bill to defray certain expenses

of the Civil Government; the bill further to

amend the act toincorporate the Roman Catho-
lic Episcopal Corporation of Halifax; the bill
to add an- Electoral District in the County of
Guyaboro’; the bill to amend the act to incor-
rate the Acadia Coal Mining Company; the
g?ll to alter the polling places in two aelectoral
districts of the County of Halifax; the bill to
ovide for the inspection of coal oil and petro-
epm; the bill relating to offences coonected
with the Army ‘and Navy; the bill ralating to
tha protection of the River Fisheries; the bill
to incorporate the Halifax Omnibus and Ex-
press Company ; the bill for the preservation of
useful Birdsand Animals; the biil to amend
the act relating to the Militia; the bill to incor-
porate the Union Copper Mining Company,
and the bill to amend the act relating to' the
gaettlement and support of the poor, )

:Mr, ALLIBON 8aid he thought tliat the clause
in ‘the .bifl for the’ preservation of game, pre-
venting ‘thé killing of moose during January
and Febraary, could not be carried out,—~the
present Act said March,

- Hon., ATTY. GEN. thought the resiriction
most important.

' Hon. Mr, MCFARLANE said that if the indis-
crithinate slaughter of the ‘tnoose was carried
on much longer the animal would be extinct.

‘Hon. FIxN. 8EC. hoped that ghepenalf{ would
be enforced. In some instances he hadknown
fourtesn or sixteen men to be killed by one
party- for sport by means of traps and other
appitances. The bill passed. .

?he committee adjourned. )

Mr, ANNAND suggested that as a supple-
mentary - estimate was to be brought down it
would be well irr view of the change that would
take placein our loeal affairs soon after ‘the
dissolution to inctude those votes in the civil

“list bill instend of making thein a- vote of cre-
ait to be redeemed next sesaion.

"Hon.FIN, 8O said that the margin allowed
in the estimatsd revenus would be more than
sufiiclent to cover the supplementary estimate,

He thought that the nusual course had better be
pursued. The items in the supplementary esti-
mate would only be for such services as would
remain under the charge of the local legisla-
ture. .

Hon, ATTY, GEN. 8aid that the new legisla-
ture coming ia would bs bound by the pledge
given as much as if the same Honse had con-
tinued.

Dr. BROWN obtained leave for Mr Killam to
return home after Wednesday.

WINDSOR AND ANNAPOLIS RAILWAY.

Hon. ATrY. GEN, said that though the com-
pany engaged in the extension of the railway
to Annapolis had appropriated five or six acres
for an additinnal station ground, an arrapge-
ment had been made lyy which a portion of the
property at present paid for would be made
available. The original plans had therefore
been abandoned, and new plans, under which
only the track through Windsor would be ta-
ken, had heen prepared. Heintroduced a bill
to authorize the tranafer of a portion of the
property referred to. As to the assessment of
damages for the right of way, he said that

- when the original railway act was passed,

there was but one court of sessions in the coun-
ty, and as there were two now, there was no
authorized bedy to apportion the damages. It
had been proposed to leave the matter to com-
missioners not resident in the county, and he
introduced a bill to effect that object. Two of
the members of the county had assented to
that proposal, and two of them thought that the
apportionment should be made by the two
conrts of sessions, which should be united for
the purpose; but the latter suggestion wonld
involve very intricate legislation, and would
be surrounded with A great many difficnlties

Mr, HILL thought that the adjustment which
tha bill proposed was the fairest mode of meet-
ing the difficulty.

r. MCLELANX laid on the table the road

scale for the eounty of Colchester.

Mr. LAWRENCE ladd on the table the road
scale for the county of Hants.

The house adjourned.

WEDNESDEY,May1.
The Housa met at'3 p. m.
POST OFFICE REPORT,

Mr. BURrRINOT submitted a report from the
Post Office Committee. Having sabmitted to
the House bis report as Chiairman of the P.O.
Committee, he desired to remark that the Com-
mittee bad had under their consideration no
less than 18! petitions—an unprecedénted
number—and which had resulted in their re-
commending the establishment of 46 subordi-
nate offices and the increase of the salaries of
48 subordinate officers~—But with regard to
the four couriers whoss salaries were reeom-
mended for increase, in no ingtance had it
been done unless the Committee were satisfied
that extra or specisl services had heen per-
formed by them and not provided for in the
original contracts, 41 new 1nail routes, the ex- -

‘tension-of & few, and extra mail accommoda-

tion had besn recommended. Many applica-
tions were not of course entertained. They .
gladly recommended.an increpse in the salary

‘ol Mr. Passow, a geatlémpn who had ‘b strong

clafm to-it,—not ohly for the length of gervice
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but the great satisfaction he had ever given to
the public. The hard worked clerks had been

laced on a fair footing, and their salries wonld

o $800 each respectively. He said that as a
large increase of mail accommodation was re-
commended, sfome doubt ntight exist as to the
sufficiency of the revenue of the department to
bear such an increase in the expenditure as
would result; but the increase of the Post Of-
fice revenue had been such as would surprise
any person not acquainted with the figures.
Ten years ago the number of subordinate of-
fices in existence was 342, while tho present
number was 555. The number of contracts for
mail conveyancs had increased since 1833 from
153 to 263, twenty-five mail coutracts having
been established during the past year. Not-
withstanding the large increase in accomoda-
tion during the last ten years, the deficit in
1857 was $25,000, while at present it was only
$17,116—the revenue being in 1857 $33,000, and
in 1866 $69,000. These facts shewed how large-
ly the mail accomodation was being made
available, and how the diffusion of education
and the facilities of accomodation promoted
the %rogress of the department. The effect of
establishing the proposed way offices would
undoubtedly be to increase the postal revenue.
He could not avoid callipg attention 2lso to
the money order system, which was introduced
in 1861, and bad been affording increased fa-
cilities year after year. The amounts of orders
issued since its establishment were as follows:

In 1861, $67,000
1862, 100,000
1863, 125,000
1864, 246,000
1865, 379,000
1866, 561,000

Shewing that the amount of issues for last
year was greater by eight times than in the
first year of the system. The money -order
department had contributed to the revenue
$2,384 during the past year. Before he resum-
ed his seat, he felt bound to draw attention to
the portion of the report which acknowledged
the merit of the Postmaster General. Tbat
that officer was eutitled to the encomiunms
passed upon him no one would deny; and the
usefulness and prosperity of the department
were, he believed, largely owing to the good
management of its bead.
REPORT ON PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.

Mr. JosT moved the adoption of the report
of the Committee on Public Accounts.

Mr. MCLELAN said:—It will be in the recol-
lection of the House that some days ago I
asked for a return shewing the amounts due
from the collectors of customs throughout the
Province, and I then said that as a member of
the committee on public accounts, I applied
personally at the office of the Financial Secre-
tary for information of a later date than the
accounts laid beforeus, By the report of the
committee it will be seen that the amounts

aid in by collectors up to 30th Sept.Jeft a
galance of $11,000, but from the return furnish-
ed to me by the Fin’l Becretary, I find that the
real balance due from the collectors is $27,000.
It certaiuly appears to me to be contrary to
the privileges of the committee that its mem-
bers should have to apply in the House for in-
formation which is required, and that their
business should be delayed until formal re-

turna are laid on the table. The information
which I applied for could have been furnished
to me in balf an hour at the Financial Secre-
tary’s office. In all cases it should be the
privilege of the committee to have access to
the public books, for we are called on to ex-
amine accounts six taonths old, and are unable
to se9 what the state of things may be upto the
time of investigating the matters laid before us.
It would be most desirable-to know what our
financial condition was at 31st March, and the
return shewing that has not yet been supplied”
although asked for by the hon. menrber for
East Halifax. The report shews that our
revenus is in a prosperous state, and has been
increasing year after year in a very marked
manner. 1n 1866 the customs and excise re-
venue was $1231,902, while that of 1863 was
only §830,126, shewing an increase of $401.776,
or nearly fifty per cent. in four years. This
fact shonld be very gratifying to every Nova
Scotian as shewing that we have a country
vigorous in prosperity, and possessing largely
increasing revenues with a tariff lower than
that of any other country on the continent,
This proves that had we retained the control
of our revenues we would have been able to
develope all our resources and foster our pub-
lic improvements.- But large as has been the
increase during the past four years, the public
debt has heen increasing at a still larger rate,
for when to the debt of $6,032,000 already exist-
ing, the liabilities recently coniracted are
added, it will be found that our debt will ex-
ceed by nearly halfa million the amount which
we are entitled to under Confederation, With
the large increase of our revenues, it is evident
that if our means had been wisely husbanded,
there would have been no necessity for our
going into confederation with a debt thrown
on the local revenues. Instead of the local
revenue being called on to provide for the
interest of u surplus debt, we should have had
an income by going in with a liability of less
than eight millions, As to the Annapolis rail-
way, I agree with the hon. member for Yar-
mouth, that the Government exhibited undue
haste in entering into the contract for the com-
pletion of the work this year under existing
circumstances. The delegates have declared
to us that we are to receive our just proportion
in the distribution of the geveral revenues 0
Canada, and if that be true, we had no stronger
claim on the General Government® than the
construction of tbis railway, for it is a suhject
that has been agitated widely for eight or ten
years, and there was no other public work
which bad the same claim to consideration
If, then, they believed that we are to receive #
fair share of the general revenues, the Govern-
ment should have retained that strong clainh
and should lave insisted ob the work being
done by the united government. As I have
said, if there had been ordinary economy, th®
local revenues would not have been charged
with an excess of debt. 1t is plain that the
Government are not entitled to credit for the
prosperity to which I have referred, for they:
continued the tariff which they found in exist”
ance., Deducting from the increased revenﬂg
the amounts given to roads and bridges aU
education, there will remain a large sum f0
which they must account as having been 8P
propriated in excess of the ordinary appr?
priations of the year, notwithstanding that the¥
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-came in on the cry of retrenchment. Allowing
$56,000 for navigation securities, there woul
be $200,000 to be accounted for. :

Hon. PROV. SEC.—The hon. member has not
allowed for navigation securities half the
amoun given.

Mr. MCLELAN~I bave allowed $536,000 and
still there is $200,000 to be accounted for. The
House will be prepared for these facts because
the financial returns showed a large over-
expenditure in all the public departments. The
Fin. Sec. attempted to justify the over expen-
diture by saying that as the money belonged
to the people it was the duty of the Govern-
ment to expend it among them. 1f there were
great public works requiring to be carried for-
ward, for which advances were necessary, the
over-expenditure might be justified, but it
would be remembered that the extension of
the Insane Asylum and the construction of the

ublic building were being carried on by an
increase of the debt of the Province. The
debt mentioned in the report is $6452,922 and
after deducting the asset it will’be $6,032,017;
while in Dec. 31st, 1862, it was only $4,913,689,
making an increase of $1,119,328; while, to the
knowledge of the Committee, there have been
issued since the 30th Sept. $35,000 of Provincial
notes. The public improvements then bave
not been made out of the increased revenue,
but by enlarging the public debt. AsI stated
before, there has beeun a large excess in the ex-
penditure over the estimate of last year. In
several of the departments the over-expendi-
ture must be considered wholly unnecessary,
in view of the fact that they were about to ba
transferred to the General Government. As
an example I take what I consider the unwar-
ranted expenditure on Government House. It
is not improbable that the gentleman who will
be appointed Lieutenant Governor will not
deem it desirable to occupy that building, and,
as it would in that case, become almost use-
iess, I think that alarge expenditure on it
should not have been made. 8o extravagant
and lavish an expenditure has not been made
upon it before to my knowledge, although an
outlay bas been made every year. The fur-
nishing of one room alone cost last year $2000
the hangings for the windows of that room
costing $420. Under the circumstances I think
that such an éxpenditure was wholly unjusti-
fiable, and this is a sample of the extrava-
gance which bas been practiced.

I rose more particularly tomove for intor-
mation respecting an account, presented by a
})ublic officer, which I am unable to understand.

find that about $22,000 has been drawn by a
member of the Board of Works on his own
bills and at his own prices, shewing the ne-
cesgsity of the act introduced last year to pre-
vent an officer of the Government contracting
with his own department for the furnishing of
supplies. I find that Mr. John Pugh has drawn
for supplies,on his own bills, $21,864, large por-
tions of these are articles in which that gantle-
man does not appear to deal. If these supplies
have been furnished at his own prices, and are
not such articles as Mr, Pugh deals in, then
there 18 every reason to believe that an injus-
tice has been done to the country, and the
Government have been lax in their énty. I
gee by the haadiu%gt an invoice that Mr, Pugh
is a dealer in West Indian goods, wines,
liquors, &c., antésthis one invoice is for gyndries

furnished to the Druid, to the amount of $4004,
including 1500 weight of manilla, and also can-
vas and several articles not in his line. But I
find that in this account Mr. Pugh puts down
the articles at a hi&her price than they could
be obtained for in Halifax at 8six months credit.
The manilla is charged at 16 cent cash per
pound—the price in Halifax being 15 cents, at
8ix months credit. I find also in this gentls-
man’s account numerous charges for * small
stores,”—in July and August his charges for
small stores being $1600. This is surely not
the way in which a public officer should render
an account. Why should they be put down as
small stores when I find specifically charged
in aunother part of the bill two pounds of pep-
per and a box of mustard ? What could be
smaller than these articles unless it be the
faith which could be placed in the correctness
of the account and in the good intentions of the
Government ? If these small stores are, as I
believe them to be, liquors and cabin stores,
and we add to them the other liquors charged
by Mr. Pugh, as furnished for excursions in
the steamer Neptune and other purposes, we
will find that the charges for wines and liquors
supplied are $2000. Another matter upon
which I wish information is as to the prices
and quantities of the articles su%plied. We
have no assurance whatever thatthese quanti-
ties have been delivered, and I observe that a
chest of black tea has been charged at 122 1bs.
I do not think that a chest of tea of that weight
has ever been imported into Halifax.

Mr. ToBIN—It may have been the gross
weight

Mr. McLELAN—If it be the gross weight
then we are charged for the wood and lead the
price for tea. Under the head of quarantine
service I see supplied by Mr. Pugh 102,000 feet
of lumber and 75,000 shingles. This is almost
a$ ship load of lumber delivered, at his own
fric_es, by a gentleman who deals in West

udia produce, and wines and liquors. These
supplies should certainly have been put up to
tender so that the public interests would be
guarded. The price at which the lumber
should have been charged would of course de-
pend on its quality; but I see in the account a
charge for two sheets of zinc, $27.80, while it
can be obtained for $2 or $3.60.

Mr. McLelan conciuded by asking the Go-
vernment to lay on tke tab e the invoices of all
purchases for the Druid and Daring, and for the
quarantine service, and a return of small stores
and cabin stores supplied.

Hon FIN, S8EC.—We have just had frowmn the
hon. member the long threatened aitack upon
the financial policy ot the administratiov, and
I fancy that after exhausting his quiver fall of
arrows the hon, gentleman cannot congratu-
late himself on having produced an astonish-
ing effect. The coruntry will hear with aston-
ishment that he, having as a member of the
Committee on Public Accounts the fullest ac-
cess to financial information and the fullest
opportunity of investigating cur financial poli-
oy, after all the threats and insinuations which
have been thrown out, has fallen down to the
comparatively trifling and not proven charge
of incompetency iu a subordinate officer, ﬁe
Lkas not been able, and I now challenge him
and his friends to lay their band upon a single
item of reckiess and ill advised expenditure by
the Government, bus what doss he lay before
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the house as the sole ground of complaint?
He bas availed himself most unfairly of hia in-
formation as a member of the Committee, be-
cause if he intended to challenge the conduct
of any department he should have given notice
of his intention, 1nstead of rising unexpectedly
to expose by means of the information so gain-
ed, the conduet of a subordinate officer, and to
insinuete what he was unable to prove and
what does pot exist: that the officers of one of
the public departments bad robbed the govern-
ment and the coun To be consistent the
hon. gentleman should have gone further than
he ventured to go, and told the house that Mr.
Pughhad combined to defraud the country with
two other gentlemen in the same department
~whose honor and character are above suspi-
cion. Is he prepared to say that Mr. Frede-
rick Brown,who ‘s conpected with a gentleman
intimately associated in opposition with the
hon. member has availed himself of his posi-
to practice fraud? Because hecannot gay that
Mr.-Pugh obtained thess rnoneys improperly
without chargieg Mr. B:rovn, the chairman,
and Mr. Fairbanks, the co-commissioner, with
disreputable conduct in the appropriation of
the public money. I do notstand here as Mr.
Pugh’s defender, becanse he needa no defsnce,
but I know that he conld not if he desired, rob
the treasury of one cent without the complici-
ty of the gentlemen to whom I have referred.
Assuming the charge to be true, although it is
not true, I ask if the hon. member acted fairly
in preferring it without giving us an opportu-
nity of araigning our officer and asking him if
it was true that it laid in the mouths of any
member to make such an accusation.

Mr. McLELAN-I applied to the Louse for
information, because I could obtain in no other
way.

Hyon- FIx SEC.~The hon. member could not
complain of want of information, for he read
from the imvoice, or a copy of it, which was
before the committee. As to having been re-
fused information in the public oftices, he ask-
ed for what he bad no right to. The commit-
tee are sent but to examine ths accounts for
the financial year, and neither in right nor in
courtesy could he ask for information as to
any other period. He was treated with more
than courtesy, and every faeflity afforded him,
but he made an unusual request, for the sole
purposoe of affording opportunity for a financial
attaok on the administration. As to the gen-
eral state of the public accounts, I do not know
that the hon. member’s observations are
deserving of any consideration, because he
falled, excepting as far as it could be done by
a few declamatory sentences, such as the
house will appreciate, to challenge our finun-
cial admistration; but he has ventured to
follow~-very haltingly and feebly, it is true,—
the track of the press respacting his opiaions.
He ventured tosay that we had made such
over-expenditures as should expose usto the
censure of the house and the country for reck-
less extravagance. He stated, with more lati-
tude than I took, the principle which I laid
down the other day: that a governmentengag-
ed in the prosecution of great public works,

.like 8t. Peter’s Canal or the Hospital for the
Insane, which had repeatedly received the
sanction of a vote of the Legislature, should,
if the vote of credit was found insufficient to
carry them forward as rapidly as possible, ad-

vance such further snms as could be spared
{rom the treasury. The government hesitat-
ing to do so wouid be guilty of a crime befors
the country; and if we had vot made those ad-
vances to forward the eontracts for the pubtic
works, and to take the precauntions agninst the
introduction of disease and contagion which
will appear in the quarantine accouunt, we
would have been liable to severe censure as
being faithless to our trust, in failing to expend
for the public necessities the funds with which
our energy in the conneection of the rovenne
had supplied the treasury. ’

But let me turn the hon. member’a attention
to the conduct of the Administration which he
supported to the very extreme of cousistency,
aul I will show that he went further than we
are asking gentlemen to go in our support.
That Government not only expended every
dollar which came within their reach, without
regard to the vote of the Legislature, but on
more than one occasion they expended far
more than the‘s]' possessed. The country would
understand the hon. gentleman’s attack, if.
ing*ead of spending the money in our treasury
in the advancement of most important public
works, and having after all a balavce of more
than $100,000 in the ctes’, we had bean oblized
to go on our knees and beg forgiveness for
having plunged the country $150.000 in debt,
Then only would he find a parallel between
my coniduct and that which he sustained. In
1860 the friends of tie hon. gentlemen cawe
into power with a balance in the treasary of
$14,492, and in their very first year they spent.
$146,731 more than had been estimated, and
$125,177 moro thau they collected. I am not
going to pick out of those gentlemen’s accounts
a bottle of wine, or a box of pepper, nor to ask
whether their Board of Works committed a
fraud and robbed the country—I am content
with the broad fact that his friends expended
nearly $150,000 more than had been estimated
and went in debt for the purpose $125,000. 1
think the hon, member would hardly have
made tho speech which we heard if he had
remembered what was done by the men to
wbom he gave his support’ In 1862 those
gentlemen did what, if we had done, would
have given the Lon. member a card to play at
the election—they raised the advalorem
duties to 12§ per cent. I need not ask what
eloquent declamation we would have heard
if our extravagance had obliged us to take that
step. Undex that increased tariff they obtain-
ed sufficient revenue to pay theirdebts; but in
1862, with all their horror for over expendi-
ture, they over-expended $300,926, the eati-
mate being $957,000, and the payments $1,257,
93¢ without uny of the reasons which it has
been in our power to advacce. In the next
year, also, they over-expended by $94,605.

. With what forco then can the hon member
rise 1o challenge the administration for follow-
ing a course which was not only essential to
the good government of the coumntry, but
which was consistens with the course pursued
by the gentlemen with whom he co-operated.
(vir. McLelan:—~The government which pre-
ceded the one had over expended $400,000, and
that had to be paid.) That charge had been
fally met and repelled, but I think it will be
well for the hon. member to confine himself to
the consideration of the matters which hap-
pened since ke and I entered public life. Let
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me now turn attention to another circum-
atance with which e stands respounsible. In
1863, tho year in which they went to the
coun‘ry, his govercmen$ over expended $94,-
605. The revenuo that year had been collected
under the 124 per cent. tariff, and the estimate
having been male under that fariff, they
lowered the daties to ten per cent, and made
a very large over expenditure for electioneer-
ing purposes, aud on the eve of an elsction,
and baving reduced the tariff from 124 to 10
per cent., estimated a larger expenditure than
the previous year, which the preseat govern-
ment on coming into power wera ohliged to
meset.

We were told that if ordinary economy had
been practised we would not kave had our in-
debtedness 8o high as the cight millions with
which we are entitled to go into Confedera-
tion, but every man throughout the country
kuows that the cost of the two lines of railway
would bring it up to that amouns, apd the
hon. member’s own report verifies the con-
jecture, because it says that the debt, includ-
ing the cost of the Pictou extension, and the
amount of the Annapolis subsidy will be
nearly eight millions, not eight and a half or
nine as was alleged. But the hon. ruember
failed to tell us wherein our want of economy
rested, and I trust he will yet enlighten the
house on that point. Itis true he seized upon
an item of five or six thousand dollars expend-
ed upon Government House, but every one
knows that that outlay was essentiai—the
buildings {and outhouses were in a ruiuous
condition and were disgraceful to the country.
He must have been hard up for a grand at-
tack when he took up that item instead of
turning attention to those large services which
really do 2bsorb the revenue,

Let me now refer.to a foew figures in connec-
tion wiih these services The hon. member
admits that, ander our Administration, the
revenus increased fifty per cent. in four years.
In giving us the rates of increase of the re-
venne, it was said that the Government was
not entitled to any credit for the increase.
Now, I do not think that I can be charged with
having claimed undue credit im connection
with our finances; but it is not long since we
werae told that the logic of facts was exceeding-
hy strong, and no men in the world were rea-

ier to claim credit for an incroase of revenue
when they werein power than gentleman op-
posite. Thoy said vothing about their over
expenditures, but whenever there was alittle
surplus they were ready to jump up and say,
“ See what able financiers we are!” The arga-
ment applicable toone side is surely appli-
cable to the other. A government cannot do
mors than see that every opportunity is afford-
ed for the development of the country’s in-
dustry, and we can claim credit for having
devoted large sums of money to develop and
foster our resources in the highest degree, not
only by an emnergetic conduct of the public
works, but by the encouragement of general
industry, aiding the introduction of capital.
As far as these measures have gone to im-
prove the position of tlie country, we are en-
titled to credit for the increase of revenue.
And what extravagance have we been guilt{
ot? I contrasted, the other day, the expendi-
tares under our administration and that of the
gentlemen who preceded us, in the various de-

pariments, and I will now recall i’ ‘o the re-
collection of the hon member. Thuie gentle-
men, in the three years 1860,1861 and 1862,
with all their frugality and vigilance, only
gave to the roads and bridges $324,000, while
we in 1864,1803, 1866 and 1867, have given $1,-
015,000, o¢ more th'n three times their nt.
And yet wo are told, in the face of these facts,
that we have $200,000 to account for. As to
education, we find that in their three years
they spent $199,000 while in our past three
years of governinent we have given $505,303,
or three times as much a8 they gave. Then
we will take navigation secarities, for which
they spent $10,283, against $171,620 which we
have spent, and which, added to the giant of
the present year, wiil be $194,620.

These are the departments in which we have
been charged with extravagance,—the depart-
ments connected most closely with the dearest
interosts of every section of the country. Can
it be supposed the people will begrudge the
experditure upon such public improvements
as we have carried on, the most important of
which has recsived from us the sum of $199,000
against $10,283, which they granted? I ask if
the hon. member does not binsh at the com.
parison which he obliges us to make? In the
Millitia department—and T may say .thatin
this service I do not desire to claim credit for
expenditure because it is not 8o popular, but Is
the result of necessity, and was anthorized by
the unanimous vote of the legislature—in that
department they only had to spend $36,000,
while we had to extract from the treasury
$101,000. As far as these services are oon:
cerned, it will be seen that our expenditure
kept pace with the increase of ‘the revenue, -
but let the hon. member;take up;the reports of
the Committee of Public Accounts, and he will
find that in the Revenue department, while
we collected more revenue by one-half than
they did, the increase in the expenditare has
not amounted to 5 per cent. - 'We have, in that
service, observed the strictest économy,-and
have never allowed the expenses to exceed the
fair cost of collection.

The Board of Works having been selected as
the only department with which fault could be
found let me turn attention to the fact that
the expenditure in that department could net
have been avoided. The outlay of $20,000 in
the quarantine service was essential, and that
the “ Daring,” being enfaged in operations con-
nected with Sable Island made eighteen or
nineteen voyages saving an enormous smount
of property,of coursecost much more than if
the “The Daring” had been allowed to lie at the
wharf until the season when the light houses
were usually visited. The extension of the
Hospital for the Insane was a mesasure of ne-
cessity, and two or three new light houses had
to be erected.

The Penitentiary expenses depend on the
number of criminals sent from the various
courts, and that is a matter over which the gov-
ernment could have had no control. The expen.
ses of Sable Island being $11,000. were larger
than in any previous year because a number of
men were living on the Island for the p se of
saving wrecked property.. So that in tfe very
service on which the hon. member has laid his
hand I have shewn that the expenditure was ot
of a chafacter that could be avoided, but was es-
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sential to the proper administration of our public
affairs. Before the hon. member for East Hali-
fax rises to address the House as he probably
will, I would turn his attention to omne or two
matters to which outside of the IIouse he has
called the public notice by means of the journal
under his control.

In the “ Morning Chronicle ” of April 26th I
sce the following paragraph :—

¢« In order to ascertain the truth of this report Mr.
Anpand asked of the Financial Secretary a return
containing the date of Delany’s appointment to office,
the money he had collected, and the portioa ot it he
had paid into the treasury in each year. This was
a demana especially aggravating to the Government,
as th3 communistic philosopher was a near relative
of the ‘“ Premier,’”” and had been by him installed in
the office of Collector, from which an irreproachable
incumbent bad been summarily ejecied, for political
reasons. After a totally unuecezsary delay of some
weeoks, the dooument was produced.” It consisted of
four or flve lines, which showed that in the space of
little more than three years Mr. Tupper’s nominee
had converted to his own use $18,997.87 of the Pro-
vinoial money. This return lacked, however, what
the pablic would most desire to see—the amounnts re-
ceived at Amberst in each year, and those paid in, 80
that a fair judgment might be formed as to whether
therc was any complioity between the Government
snd its defaulting officer. For if Delany, in his first
Kear of office, failed to account for the moneys he

ad received, he should have been at onca dismissed,
unless his interests as a relative of Dr. Tupger
could have be:n Proved of more important than
thoss of the Provinoa. The adroit Financial Se-
cretery, however, weuld not let the pubiic into the
whole state of the relatiens between the Collector
and the Government, and the infarence is plain that
thess were most discreditable to the latter.”’

In conmection with that let me read the ques-
tion which the hon. gentleman did actually lay
on the table:

« Mr, Annand asked for a return showing the date
of the appointment of James W, Delaney as Collector
of Customs Duties at Amherst—tofether with an sc-
count of the amount ef duties collected by that offi-
cer and psaid into the treasury from the date of
eaid appointment to the 31st Decent last.”

In this request there is not a single word said
of annual payments or quartorly payments or
monthly payments, and at the time he or his
nuderlings wrote that article, carrying an en.
tirely false issue to the country, he had the re-
turn in his hands and had not ventured to ask
for an amended return, but went to the secrecy
of his editorial chair and penned a violation of
the truth.  'With regard to the defalcations of
the Ambherst Collector of Customs I may sa
that the government greatly regret the loss which
has arisen, and as the Prov. Secy. being one of
the r?resentam'es for the county might be sus-
pected of indulgence, it is but fair to say that the
deficiency of Mr. Delaney was brought to m
notice on my return last spring and my col-
leagues left for England witﬁ the distinct under-
standing that unless Dclaney made arrangements
for payment he should dismissed. I then went
to Amherst, made an investigation, and finding
that matters were not getting worse, that the
collector was paying the duties he was collecting
and that the probabilities were that by allowing
him to remain in office the chances of getting the
‘amount due would be % cater than by peremp-
torily dismissing him, I took the responsibility

of allowing Mr. Delaney to go on, and on the
return of my colleagucs, finding that that officer
had not availed himself of the indulgence to put.
his affairs in a better condition, he was sum-
marily dismissed. I make this explanation in
order that the position of the Prov. Secy. may
not be misunderstood, and to show that the res-
ponsibility of Mr. Delaney continuing in office
rested with me, and I have the gratification of
knowing that my leniency resulted in no further
loss to the treasury. With that explanation let
me call the hon. member’s attention to another
escapade of the ‘“ Morning Chronicle,” and this
is a matter that should not be lost to the coun-
try. Some time ago the hon. member for East

alifax undertook to review in severe terms a
very able and admirably written pamphlet cn-
titled ¢ Confederation considered on its merits.”’
The contents of this pamphlet were represented
as very foul and as wholly unworthy of belief by
the country, but I wish to call attention to the
fact that in writing an article on our local resour-
ces the hon. member has taken the liberty of
copying three pages of that pamphlet as his own
production. I think the hon. member would do
a public service if he went to the same source
oftener and 1f ho doled out to his readers in the
country more liberally the productions favorable
to Confederation. By the comparison which I
now make it will be seen that a part of the pam-
phlet has been copied verbatim with the substi-
tution of the word Nova Scotia where Canada
appeared and where the change was appropriate :

The pamplet says: The Chronicle says:

¢ In 1832 Belgium was “In 1834 Belgium was
without & railroad system, | without a railway sys-
and was dependent for in- | tem, and was dependent
ter - communication upon | for intercommunication
the old-fashioned resources | spon the old-fashioned
The Government initiated | resources, as we were
a system of railways which, | ten or eleven yesrs, The
within tweaty years, form- | Government initiated &
ed a networ strefching. system of railways (a2
altogether, to nearly one | was the case in Nova-
thousand miles Let the | Scotia), which, within
result be marked. In 1835 | twenty years, formed a
the whole value of her ex- | network stretching alto-

orts and imports was $10- | gether to nearly one
?60,000 stg. In 1845 it had | thousand miles. Let the
arisen to £27,000,000; in | result be marked. 1In

1855 to £47,760; in 1860, to
£72,126,000: and in 1864, to
£97,280. This immense
trade, therefore, which
still continues to expand,
Belgium owes to the fact
that she isa coal-producing
country, and that she now
possesges railway commu-
nication with the most im-
gortant pointa on the con-
inent of Europe. Within
thirty years, a country
scarcely larger than Nova-
Scotia, and with & popula-
tion not greater than that
of the British Provinces,
has increased its trade ten-
fold, by adopting and car-
rying out that very policy
which the Union party in
this Province bave just
brought to a successful ter-
mination, Here, then, is
& country, which, within
less than'a generation, has
by means of its railway

1835 the whole value ot
her exports and imports
was £10,760,000 stg. 1n
1840 it had raised to £27,-
000,000; in 1856 to £47,-
760,000; and in 1864, to
£97,280,000 This im-
mense trade, which stilt
continues to expand,
Belgium owes to the fact
that she (like Nova Sco-
tia) is & coal-producing
country, and that she
now possesses railway
commaunication with the
most important points
on the continent of Eu-
rope. Within less than
thirty years Belgium in-
creased her trade ten-
fold, by adopting and
carrying out that same
policy which we also
adopted long ago, an%
sre now carrying ou

with like successful re-
sulte. She employed he
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system — by the develop-
ment of its mineral re-
sources, built up a trade
four or five times greater
than that of these umited
Provinces at the present
time.” «

“ The path ef duty, there-
fore, is plain before us, and
it lies happily in the same
direction with that of our
honour and our interest.—
No man who is not a Re-

ublican at heart but will
rndignantly resent any in.
terference with our liberty
of action as & people, or
even the shadow of dicta-
tion on the part of a fo-
reign power, Our policy is
one of peace—of industry
—of good neighbourhood;
our desire to gather in and
consolidate our power—to
utilize our resources, and
assimilate our constitution
as far a8 posgible with that
of the Empire of which wo
form a part.”

revenues in building her
railways and develop-
ing her mineral resour-
ces a8 has been done in
Nova Scotia for some
time past, and thus built
up her trade, as we are
building up ours.”

*“ Determined to main-
tain our freedom. the

ath of dutg is plain be-
ore us, and it lies hap-.
pily in the same direc-
tion with that of our ho-
nour and our interest.
The tPolioy of the Nova
Scotia party is one of
peace—of industry and
good neighborhood;—
their desire to gather in
and consolidate our
strength—to utilize our
resources, and to assimi-
late our constitution as
far as possible with that
of the Empire of which
we are proud to form a
part, and not with that
of the neighboring Re-
public, as the Unionists
are so earnestly striving
to do.”’

** A mnoble inheritance
is now at our disposal;
let us mot be tempted,
like the thoughtless or
credulous prodigal light
ly to cast it from us.—
Political isolation com-
bined with commercial
union, have already
largely benefitted our
tight little Province and
assure us of a glorieus
future—a future which
will, within the lifetime
‘of the present genera-
tion, witness Halifax as
a first class city, with its
noble harbour crowded
with shippingfrom eve

‘A noble inheritance is
now at our dfsposal; let us
not be tempted, like the
thoughtless or credulous

rodigal, lightly to cast it
§om us. Isolation has

ound anrd kept us weak,
and battling for mere ex-
istence till the present
hour. Union opens up to
us fresh fields of enterprise
and profit,offers us a tempt-
ing and honorable present,
and assures us of a glori-
ous future—a future which
will, within the life-time
of the present generation,
witness Halifax as a first-
class city, with its noble

barbour = crowded with | part of the globe; will
shipping from every part nd Cape Breton dotted
of the globe; will find | with mines, and her fer-
Cape Breton dotted with | tile fields in the highest
mines, and her fertile fields | state of cultivation; will

see the mineral resour-
ces of the Eastern coun-
ties expanding them-
selves into manufacto-
ries of every description
~while the fertile val-
l?s and meadow Jands
of the West will suppl

in the highest state of cul-
tivation; will see the mine-
ral resources of the Eastern
Counties expanding them-
selves into manufactories
of gvery description, while
the ferti'e valleys and mea-
dow lands of the West will
supply the market of the
capital, and bring a wealth
and comfort to their own-
ers which they never knew
before, rendering them in-
dependent of foreign ta- | them independent of
riffs,”’ foreign tariffs, -

It is quite right that the hon.member should
uote from each a source, but it would be only
air for him to give credit for it and to say that
having read the pamphlet his eyes have been
opened and his opinions changed.

Mr AxNanp said :—The Financial Seeretary
in his concluding remarks referred to an article
which appeared in the Aforning Chronicle, written
by one of the staffof that paper, but which he
attributed to me. Le me say that the great ex-
cellence of that journal is that its editors are legion,
and although I may be the sole responsible editor,

the market of the capi.
tal, and bring a comfort
and wealth to their own.
ers which they never
knew before, rendering

that it is sustained by an array of talent worthy of
the great body of the people whose views and
wishes it reflects. In reference to the article in
question, my attention was called to the fact that
the concluding passages of a pamphlet on Con-
federation had formed part of a leader of that
puper. The writer of the article had evidemily
been reading the production supposed to be in-
spired in the hon gentleman's own offiee, and had
probably intended to mark the passage wkich he
quoted with inverted commas, but I am happy to
see that the remarks which the hon member was
pleased to term eloquent, were so applicable to
the condition of Nova Scotia if allowed to retain
her revenues-and separate government. The Fin
Sec has made a violent attack on the late ed-
ministration. 1 do pot know why I should be
called upon on all occasions to defend their policy
in the presence of a gentleman, himself the ieader
of that government, and I am surprised that that
hon member does not spring te hia feet out of re-
gard to the gentlemen with whom he was associa-
ted, 4nd to the goveroment of which he was a
distinguished member, although he has chang:d
his positionin this honse, aud is no longer leader
of the Opposition.

Mr. ARCHIBALD - I preter to leave the defence
to tho financial officer of ths lute governmagt.

Mi- ANNAND continued—Then I am quaite pre-
pared with the delence. I was surprised to hear
the Fin Sec address the house in the tones which
he assumed, and I was amused to hear him make
& number of statements which are cuntrary to the
fact. He said that the late government over.ex-
pended  $300,000 in 1862, I tell him that the
statement is largely inaccurate. 1 hold the
Journals of the h-use under my hand, and I find
that while the estimats was fre $957,008, we paid
out $982,653, making an over expenditure ot
$25,646, rot $300,0.0 as =sserted by the hon
member. I givathat as aspecimen of the general
accuracy of the Fin “ec, and I tell him that he
never rises without so bungling the facts and con-
fusing himself as to make me feel agshamed that
the country sheu'd have an officer so remarkable
for his inzccuracy and igno:ance of tho affairs of
his own departmernt He eays also that in 1863
we over expended a large sum.  What are the
facts? Iu 1863 we estimated a; is shewn by the

7 | Journals $1,031,174, and we expended $1,072,274,

making an over expenditure of -nly £41,100.

In 1861 our total lHability for over expenditure
including the large liabilities left us by our pre
deccssors wa, $136 €09, ard by our financial
policy —by imposicg an «dditional daty of 2} per
cent, for a singlc year we were enabled to clear
off that Jiabllity and to show a moderate surplus
in the treasury. We promptly surrendered the
reing of power when the issue cf the elections
was known, and it eannot-he lsid to cur door thai
we increased the public debt one penny during
our term of cffice Now Jet me tell him what the pre-
sent state of matters is as well as the information
which Ican obtain for myself will enable me ; be-
canse the return which I asked for on April 11th
has not yet come down. By the report of tho
Committee of Puclic Accountsread to-day it ap- -
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pears that our liability on 30th Sept., six months
ago, was $6,032,017  Adi to that the amount
due for the Picton Railway, and the new liability
for the Annapolis Railway, and you have $8,376,
0L0 without counating the $35,000 of trea-ury
notes recently issued. At tho prescnt moment
then, I feel justified in assuming that the indebited-
vess of the Province is ha'f a million at least over
tho eight millicn+, with which wa enter iuto* on-
federation. There are large Mabilities which have
been ircarred to which cur attention has not becn
directed by the government, for reasons known to
themselves. Irefer especially to the liabilities
which have been incurred in connection with the
new Provineial Ruilding, the Hospital for the In-
g1ne. for &t Peter’s Canal and otier public works,
which fally justify me in assaming that our debt
on the 30th Juns next. when our chief reveriues
are t be trausf.rsed to the Dominion of Canada,
will amount to $£8,509,000

Hon F1x Sxc rose to correct 2 statemant which
bad ju:t been made, but was called to order.

Mr B CamprneLL said it was most nnscemly
for a member ot the government thus to interfere
with the discussion.

Hon Pro SEc thought that 2 mere correction
on & question of fact shounld be allowed.

Mr. ANNAND continued—I would hear ths ex-
planation, only the Financial Secretary has in-
variably refused the privilege to me. ~ It will be
remembered that this discussion was commenced
by an inquiry from 3Mr McLelan with respect to
certain storos furnished by a member of the
Board of Works. Woe are now on the eve of a
general election, and I am not surprised at the
desire of the Government to cover up the trans-
actions of the past, and their evident anxiety that
their culpsble waste and extravagance during
their term of office may be hidden. I was, there-
fore, giad 10 see my friend rise, and with the pub-
lic accounts under bis hand, make the inquiries
which he did.  And what have we heard to-day ¢
We had an uecount read containing charges of
such amounta as $51 for  small stores.” Now
surely the public business should be done asa
private merchant would like to see his own affairs
managed, and I ask what man would be content
to 1eccive a grocer’s bill charging him with $51
worth of stores without specifying what the sup-
plies consisted of ? If such a course would not
be pursued in private business, was it right for the
Financial Secrctary, the cfficer charged with
watching over the public expenditure, to have
passed these accounts without ascertaining what
the particulars are ? We are going to the country,
most of us, and itis important that the people
should know what a brilliant set of financiers they
bave had for the past four years—how economi-
cal they were of the pubic moneys—how thrifiy
the Government are ; and I hope that when my
friend trom West Halifax (Mr Tobin), who sits
smiling beside me, and his colleagne opposite
(Mr Shannon),‘who very seldom smiles, go down
to my old constituents,among the farmers of Mus-
rgmdoboit and Gay’s River, that they will tell
them of the expenditure on Government House,
I hope they will tell the fishermen, in their hum-
ble dwellings ou the shore, that we have a splen-

did Government House in Halifax ; and although
it is soon to bo transferred from cur control, in
the very last year of their managemen’, so plenti
ful was ths money, so perfect aro ths roads and
bridges, so thoroughly bave the people been edu
cated, that the Government coald afford to spend
$420 for the damask hangings of a single room.
Think “of that for an electon cry for the two
gentlemen — that the fringe for the curtaing is
charged at $16 per yard, araounting to $108 for
two or three windows, What will the electors of
Fast Halifax eay when they are told that "$2200
has been expended in renovating a single room
in Government House—a sum sufficient to build
the largest bridge thet they require? What will
they say at finding that $850 have been spent for
fenders alone in Government Houso, to keep the
ladies’ dresses from being scorched in the ball-
room? I imagine the hon and learned Speaker
going down among the Acadiang of Clare, and
asking them to justify such au expenditare.

The Fin Secretary was pleased also to refer to
agother articlo in the Morning Chronicle com-
menting on a certain return which he laid on the
table. In the hurry of writing the request which 1
madse for the return, I may have neglected to ask
for full details ; but after all that was not a serious
omission, and, if the Fin Sec had done what he
should have done—ifhe had nothing to concaal,
he would have come down with a full and ample
relurn, and thus have disarmed the newspaper in
its attack  Instead of doiog that he comes down
and makes a charge of want of truthfalness. Now,
without applying for asy farther information,
than that which is under my hand, because it
seems that the department does not like to give
information, let me speak of this defalcation The
Fin Secretary says that in July last his attention
was ealled to the large snm due by the Collecter
at Amherst. I ask him why the attention of the
Governiment was not called to the matter before ¢
By reference to the Journals I find that in 1865
the amount collected by Mr. Delany was $12,448,
while the sum paid in was only $2295, leaving a
balance of $10,153 at the end of the financial year.
The matter then must have come to the notice of
the Government on the 30th Sept., 1865 and the
Fin Sec did not leave on his dalegation until long
after that, and the duty of the Government was
to put Delany's bonds in the hands of the Atty
General if the arrears wero not paid up. But the
arrears weht on to end of 1866, and the accounts
then showed that in 1863, 1864, 1865, and 1866,
the collector at Amherst received $37,950, and
the amount which he paid in was only $33,019,
making a deficiency on 30th Sept 1866, of $14,-
981, %‘he action of the Government, as I under-
stand it, was taken not last year but since the be-
ginning of the present year, and the important
enquiry is, what chance has the government of
receiving the large balance due. Are the persons
who signed Delaney’s bond liable for the amount
of the deficiency, and if 8o, are they able to pay ?
If not, I charge it upon the Government that they
have been recreast to their duty, and  the
should be called on to replace the sum lost throug!
their own negligence.

The Financial Secretary referred to the large



OF THE HOUSE

OF ASBSEMBLY. 175

sums which have been expended in thefdifferent
services during his term of cffice. 1 have not
checked his figures, but 1 can only eay that I rm
glad the Government have hecn able to expend
such large sums on educsatiov, navigation securi-
ties, and roads and bridges. It is gratifying to
know that our trade is so elastic and presperots
thet they could afford the expenditure.  But are
we indebted to him for that increase and for these
grants 2  Is it not well known that a large pum-
ber of the members of governmert have been ab-
sent from the Province for months together, and
the revenues would have pcured in just 28 well if
they had been the whole of their time out of tha
country instead of a part of it? The revenue
came in under a tarift bequeathed to them by
their predecessors. acd if the members of govern-
ment, one and all of them, had becn in Jerusaleza
or Jericho, we would have had the money to ¢x-
peud. On o former day, in making a return of
the fines and forfeitures imposed by th¢ Board of
Revenue, the Financizl Seerctary tcok the op-
portunity to ray that the present government had
collected more money iv that way, and that more
moxey had gone into the ireacury es the resultof
their vigilance, than under the rule of their prede-
cessors. 1 took the trouble to dissect his return
and I give him the result. In four years the late
government imposed fines to the extent of $10,-
919, and paid into tte treasary $5,819—a trifle
over one-half. The Financial Secretary pro-
pounded the principie that the true test of vigi-
lavce and ability was the neft amcunt paid into
the treasury. I have shewn that we psid in a
.8 larger amount, and his own official return
places his government in a most unfavorable
comparison. Bat let me tell him mere : those
fines are notimposed for the purpose of gotting
money paid into the treasury, batto check illicit
trade, aud it was part cf the policy of the late
goverpment to reward their officers for the vigi-
lance they displayed. I believe it would be good
economy to give every penny of the fines to the
officers, hecause the revenue is thereby swollen
largely over the amount of outlsay. Am I then
not justified in saying that the late government
were more vigilant than their successors *—and I
sum up my proof on this point thus: I have
proved that we imposed a larger amount of fines
for infringement of the revenue laws, and I have
further proved that we were more vigilant from
the fact that $14,000 have been lost through the
carelessness of tho present government—a charge
which cantot be laid against the previous admin-
istration. I therefore challenge the Financial
Secretary to rise and again hazard the assertion
tkat the governmeut have becn more vigilant than
their prcdecessors. The Provincial Secretary, in
spesking of delegations, referred to the time when
Mr. Hows went to England, somo ten years ago,
and took £500 for his expenses, and that under
the Johuston administration but £300 was charg-
ed ; but it will be found that the members of the
Howe government, 'immediately preceding the
present, only took £360; and what is more, that
the gentlemen now in power again increased the
amount to £500, and paid that sum to each of six
delegates during the past year.  But let me turn

attention to another fact. The Howe government
spent in delegations during the four years they
held office $4,080,—bow 1auch bave the present
governmeut spent?  In making the calculation, I
assume that the Proviacial > ccretary charged the
same sum as his colleagues received ; and I find
that whils our expendiuce tor delegations was
$4080, they have g;ent in three vears $30,997,
making a differenceof $26,917. This is a speci-
men of the ¢ccnomy and retrenchment which
these gentlemon have dispiayed

Hon Prov Sec - What about the resalt of the
Delegations ?

Mr ANNAND conticued~Yes, sir, I am pre-
parcd to compare the results.  One of the pre-
cious results of the recent delegation is, not to
put on the paltry tax of 2} per cent for a year, to
which tho Fin vec referred as being imposed by
us, but toimpose an increase of fifty per cent in
the advalorem dutics for all time to come, and a
farther tax upon four articles of geaeral cozsump-
tion ns was shewn the other day to the extent of
more than $300,000 per year. These are the re-
sults of his delegation, as compared with those cf
the delegations which cost $4080. When this
louse is about to expire I thiak it is high time to
enquize what has become of retrenchment,—to
ask how the promises of the Provineial Secretary
hiave been redeemed. 1 spent an hour or two in
looking through the Journals, and in summing
up, first the promises which were mado and the
expenses which had been incurred sinca, [ have
been able to put the whole subject into a nutshell,
and to shew what each departmeat cost in 1862
and what now. Under tha celebrated scheme of
rétrenchment the Liout Governor was to be com-
polled to disgorge $12,000 of his salary, bnt the
mover of the resolution knew or shou!d have
known before he made his proposal that tho sala
of that officer could not be touchtd.  The Judi-
ciariy) in 1862 cost $14,850,—it now costs $18,050,
80 that in this department wo hae had an in-'
crease of $3200 per anuumn daring the past four
years iostead of tho savieg of $2000 wbich were
promised, making a difference between the intend-
ed retrenchment and the actual increase of $5200.
The Provincial Secretary’s office in 1862 cost
$5600, and in 1866 it cost $580%, bsing an in-
crease of $200; but I find in addition to this that
there has been a now charge of $222 for telegrams,
so that since 1862 the increase in that department
has been $422. Yo that instead of cutting dowa
the expenses $920, the hon member's own depart-
ment costs $1322 more than he said was sufficient
in 1862. In the Fin Sec’y’s oflice a saving of
$500 was proposed in 1862, and ons clerk was
then  coasidered sufficient, but additional clerks
have been added until the oxpense has grown
from $3700 to $4900, making a differencs of
$1200 there,—the differenca between the proposed
saving and the iucreased cost being $1700. Iam
not, in makiog these observations, to bo under.
stood as saying that the salaries of thece depart-
ments are very eXtravagant, but I wish to call the
attention of the House to this question because the
Government camoe in on the cry of retrenchment,
and it is desirable to ses how nobly thoy have re-
deemed their pledges. In the Receiver General’s
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department it was proposed to reduce the expen-
diture from $4200 to $4050; but I find that the
cxperses remained the same. In the Crown
Land Department it was proposed to reduce the
salary cf the Commissioner and the number of
clerks, and I find that instead of the expenses
eing  curtailed they have been iccreased by
51120—the differenc: between the proposed sav-
iog and tha actual incresse in the Halifax office
being $2670.

And this is the way the pledges of the Provin-
cial Secretary and kis friends have been redecmed.
Io 1862 it was preposed to abolish the 'oard of
Works, and by amalgamatiog it with ths Railway
Department effect a saving of $4061 a year, in-
tead of which that department has been increassd
in cost to theamount of $1070, In the expenses
of the Legislature a saving was proposed which
would reduce them from $32,299 to $26,355 in-
stead of which they have been raised by $16 705
over the estimate of 1862,  As tn the Revenue
Department, there was a motion to cut «ff $4410
from the expenses of that service, but at the pre-
gent moment the cost of colleciion is $20,224
more than in 1862. Ia that year the cost of the
Halifax office was $26,000, against 338,178 in
1866, making anexcess of $12,173. Instead of
the number of clerks being reduced, half a dozen
have been added. The Militia grant has been
increased by $92,000 ; and the Normal School,
which was to have been amalgamated with Dal-
housie College, and a saving of $6 965 effected,
has been raised by $2860.

The result of all this is as follows: The pro-
posed saving in §1862 was $79,648, while there
has been an ‘ncrease in the cost of the public de-
partments in 1866 of $143,420, making a differ-
ence between the proposed saving and the actual
oxcess of $223,000, nearly a quarter of a million
more than the sum estimated as sufficient at the
time these gentlemen rode into power.

I trust that the return s<ked for will be furnish-
od; and I can only say that if ever an example of
extravagance and want of vigilance was furnished
to any people, it was furnished by the accounts
referred to by my hon. friend from North {"olches-
ter. It may be said that a member of the Board
of Works tendered for, and turnished to the
Board, certain articles nnder the late}Guvernment,
—but here we find an officer furnishing articles
which he did not tender to sapply, and which he
does not deal in, to the extent of $20,00) in &
single year. Ihold that this is a great ahuse ; and
I consider it a misfortune, if not a crime. that the
bill introduced by the hon member for - helburne
last ' ession, to debar members of pubi;, B-ards
from competing in contracts for supplies, had not
been passed. .

1 trust that, before the House riscs, we will
have laid before us a return showing the public
indebtedness -- our assets and liabilities—on enter-
ing Confederation, asked for by me on a former
day. If, by our indebtedness being increased to
the extent of half a million of dollars. the small
pittance which wae are hereafter to receive is to be
redaced by $25,000 a year, it is due to the country
that the fact should be knowa.

Hon Fix Sgcy:~The hon member declined to

\

allow me to interrapt him, to correct a statement
of facts. I will read from the documents signed
by the hon member himself, rccorded on the jour-
nals and the House will be able to see whether bis
statement or mine is deserving of most credit. I
do nor want to indalge in any vitaperation but I
have some regard for my reputation for candour
and Jstraight-forwardness as a public 1aan, and 1
am there¢fors anxious that I should not commit
an error of fact I ask the hon gentleman to look
at hisown estimate for 1862 and he will ficd that
the sum estimated was $957,008 and the Receiver
General’s account shews that there were paid in
warrants $1,257 934 meking an excess of $300-
926. I submit then whether I was not correct
in my statement or whether the hon member did
not make a reckless and unguarded assertion. [
will not go into & general reply to the hon mem-
ber’s epeech because it is a mere rehash of what
we have heard before and what has been explain-
ed over and over again. I leave it to the intelli-
geace of the country to decide the issue of the
question and I am willing to give the hon member
the benefit of whatever effect his statements may
have.

Mr. ANNAND :—1It | wunted an illustration of
the hon member’s want of knowledge of his own .
accounts I could not hava a better one than that
which has jast been given in the remark we have
heard. If he understands the public acrounts he
must know that the Receiver General’s account
does not exhibit the cost of the services of the
yeer. There might have been nearly $30,000
peid in 1862 tfor tho liabilities of the previous
year 'The comparitive statement of revenue and
expenditure is the source from which alone accu-
reto information can bo obtained, and a rcference
to it will show my statemsnt to be correct.

Hox Fix Sec:~The charge made againat
the government was that we had pai¢ a much
larger sum than was estimated and I have shewn
that in the year mentionicd the actual expenditure
was $300,000 more than was authorized. Let the
hon member explain it if he can.

Mr. ANNaAXD—The expenditure in the various
departments and the estimate of the preceding
year were just what 1 stated them to be as fully
appears by the Journals uander my hand.

tiox Pro Sec said he would bhave had plea
sure in replying to the hon member for East
Halifax, tbuc the hon gentleman had talked the
House out.

Tha debate was adjournsd.

MISCELLANEOQTUS.

Mr. HiLt in-roduced a bill to amend the Act
concerning the city of Halifax, the object being to
reduce the numbers of the Gity Couacil to twelve,
and to authorizs the payment of ths Board to the
-xrent of $2000.

Hon Fix SEec said that there was no excuse for
the bill being brought in at that period of the
seseion

o'r Hillgaid that the Committee on City Bills
had bestowed 8 grent de.lof time and attention
oa the d y legizlation, and he thought that such
a change as the one proposed would relieve the
House of a great deal of labor.
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The bill was read a first time.

Hoa Prov Skc laid on the table a copy of the
bill anthorizing the guarantee for the Intercolonial
Railway, as it passed the Imperial Parliament.

The House adjouraad. .

THURSDAY, May 2.
rp:ech of the Wan., Provincial Secretary.

Hon. Dr. Tupprer rose and said :—Mr.
spesker, in rising to move that the House go
into Commtittee on Bills, I hope that the House
will indu'ge me in making a few observations
in rcply to those which fell from the bon. mem-
ber for East Halifax yesterday, ia reference to
the management of the public business. I feel
that after tha very full and satisfietory answer
given by my hona frierd, the Financial Secre-
t ry, it would be unnecesszry for we to make
any very lengthy observations at present, were
it not that the hon m mber for East Ialifax, in
view, as ha frankly admt!s, of the fact that this
Legislature is very soon to terminate its exist-
ence, and that an appeal will be made to the
people, has telt it his duty and has availed him-
self of his privilege, as a member of the Legis-
latura, on several occasions, to make very
pointed and personal allusions to myselt—not
perconal as regards my private position, but
personal in relation to my connection with the
government of the country, and the course
which, asa public man, I have taken in public
affairs.

If ever there was a government able to claim
credit from the country for the position which
it occupies in relation to the mode in which the
public business has been conducted, it is the
government of which I have the hounor to bo a
member. I do think that the annals and the

2cords of the proceedings of any legislative as

sembly, in any part of the world, may be search-
ed in vain to find a parallel to the present case
I think, sir, it would be difficult to find any in-
stance in which any gentleman had the temes
rity to challenge the conduct of an administra-
tion which has been so eminently successful as
the one that now administers the publio busi-
ness. The desperate necessitics of the hon;
member—his anxiety to find some political ca~
pital with which to agitate the country, has
induced him to venture upon a ground on which
I can only say I am most happy to meet him,
for I feel that the government can triumphantly
sustain their claim to the confidcnce of this
House and of this country.

BOARD OF WORKS.

Whilst I thus gladly avail myself of the o
portunity of discussing this question with the
hon. member, or any other hon. gentleman in
tais House, on the general conduct of the pub-
lic business of the country, I will admit that
there is one subject brought to my notice by
gentlemen opposite, which I am not, at the pres
gent moment, in & position fully to justify, and
I make that acknowledgment frankly and deci--
dedly. The statements brought forward by the
hon. member fo;4North Colchester, in reference

to the Public Works department, toc'c me as
much by surprise as they could have xny hon.
member in this House, and I regret very much
to be obliged to make such a-statement as that
to this Assembly ; but I would: remind the late
Finaucial Secretary that, however much ground
there might be for cert in statements presented
to the House yesterday being made the subject
of some animadversion, I think X scarcely
becomes honorable gentleman, who. formerly
had cbarge of the financiil . department: of
this country, t0 make the statement which he
did in relation to the matter. yesterday. I will .
only say that the practice of allowing members
of the Board of Works, who are unpaid officers,
to tender for ¥nd supply certain artscles for the
use of the public service,. was not one which
wss adopted by tbe preacnt government,

From the time that the Board of Works was
firet constituted down to the present time, it
has been invariably the practice not to exclude
gentlemen who are connected, as unpaid mem-
bers of the Board of Works, from furnighiag for
tho use of the public departments anything
which they might have an opportunity of sup-
plying. 1 must say, after thestatements which
were made yesterday, that there is some ground
to question 'whether it-is advisable that such a
state of things should be alowed ‘to cuntinune ;
but the present Government did-not feel justi-
fied in altering or changing the system which
bad been in operation since the Board of Works
was constructed, - I mentioned. & “year - ago,
when the subject was brought . before 'this
House—when a bill was iatroduced: for-:the
purpose -of attacking the- department, the pas-
sage of whch would heve been o -admit ‘that
there were grotinds for the attack—I mention.
ed at that time that the Commissioners of the
Board of Works, under the late Administra-
tion, had :been in the habit ot supplying.arti-
cles for that department: I mentioned:a gentle-
man in this city {Mr. Gibson)-=-a::gentleman of
responsibility and standing, .as:having,: when a
member of the Board of Works, supplied- the
department with various articies :uf merchan
dize. - The late- Government, ‘with which the
hon. member for: East - Halifax was -connected,
never censured that course; and had never.con-
sidered it necessary-to bring ima bill in. refer-
ence to the matter. It was not pretended yes-
terday that any of the articles.furnished were
at a higher price than they could have:.been
procured in the market at the time. . I think
that the hon. member far Colchester did find
some case where some-article had-actuaily cost
one cent more than it eould: havecheen obtain-
ed, he believed, at that time. in this city.. I do
not intend to open.up old. questions, but I
think it hardly - becomes gentlenien .. opposite
to talk about the excess of & singleicant. There
may be something: in-the fact;that s member of
the Board of Worke waa is the habit of supplye
ing articles in which he was: Bos in the habit of
dealing; and if the Boatd of-Works was o be
continved under the adminisiration:of the Gov-
erament, the question. mighs very legitimately
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arise whether the members of that department
should not be excluded from tendering for the
supplies it may require for the public service.

It will be remembered that when the gentle-
men opposite were in power, they undertook to
construct a Lunatic Asylum, and I brought for-
wards the papers to prove that, not in a case
where articles had been furnished to compara-
tively small amounts there had been an over-
charge, but that the Government had actually
made a contract which bound them to pay prices
for lumber which, when stated in this ouse, as-
tonished nobody more than the Government
themselves. They had made a contract under
which they paid the contractor £35 per thous-
and feet of spruce floors.

I was also surprised to find the entries made

under the head of ““small stores,” and as I think
the Committee of Public Accounts had a right
to know what the expenditure 1s on everything
that is furnished for the public service, upon the
request of the hon. member for North Colches-
ter, I immediately dirccted the Chairman ot
Jhe Board of Works to supply the most minute
information. I may say something with refer-
ence to one account to which the attentjon of the
house is drawn, and that was, an expenditure in
connection with a quarantine station. On.that
question I feel bound to assume my full share
of the responsibility. It is well known that this
city was perfectly panic-struck last Spring, in
consequence of the steamship England having
come Into this port with cholera, and of a large
number of persons having fallen victims to that
fearful disease. Under these circumstances, the
attention of the Government was directed to the
necessity of éwoviding a quarantine station, and
I 5o reported the fact to the Government.

I may say the exﬁense was to be borne by the
City conjointly with the Province, and the May-
or and other parties eonnected with the Civie Go-
vernment also concurred in that selection ; but
when it became known that Lawlor’s Island had
been chosen, some cxcitement was created in the
city, and alarge number of merchants and others
expressed themselves against the choice, and re-

resented that it was in every way unsuitable.

nder such circumstances the Govern-
ment thought it necessary to take the
steamer Nefptune and obtain the co-
operation of a number of citizens to
examine this and other l;))laces, and see whether
1t was, or was not, suitable for the purpose pro-
posed. T therefore requested the Board of Works
to take his Excellency the Governor and General
Doyle, both of whom had had experience of cho-
lera in other places, and medical and other gen.
tlemen who, I supposed, took a deep interest in
the question, and would satisfy the public mind.
I'found that this examination would occupy the
entire day, and therefore requested the Board of
Works to provide luncheon for the gentlemen
who were invited to assist in selecting a suitable
quarantine station. If there has been any
large expenditures in connection with matters of
this kind, outside of the two occasions on which
the Governmient visited Sambro and different

places, for the purpose of providing a quarantiue
station, I am not aware of the fact. I would
remind the hon. member for East Halifax that he
can scarcely have forgotten that it was but a few
years ago when the fact was brought to his notice
that over £300 had been expended on providing
a luncheon and the necessary wines and liquors
on the occasion of opening one wing of the Hos-
pital for the Insane.

Mr. ANNAND—It was only $320.

Hou. PrOV. SEC.—I am glad that the mem-
ory of the hon. member ¢n the point is so
minute; but I believe my recollection of the
amount is as good as his own, and that tte
sum was as large as I have stated it. It may
also be remembered that the second clerk in
the Provincial Secretary’s office had actually
under the regime of the hon member and his
friends, spent this large sum of money which
bhad becn charged to the Board of Works, iu
connection with this public entertainment. It
will also be known that when some nine miles
of railway were opened, a considerable sum
was spent in a public entertainment.

Mr. MCKAY,—Only three miles.

Dr. TurPER—I am glad of the correction
of tho hon. member. I feel as respects expen-
diture for such matters the present Govern-
ment can challenge comparison with their pre-
decessors. The present Government have
opened up not three but over one hundred miles
of railway, since they came into power,without
expending a single dollar for a public enter-
tainment, such as the Lon. member and his
friends gave whea the insignificant length of
railroad that I bave mentioned was completed.
The Government have, indeed, been censured
—have been called mean because they went to
no expense in laying the corner stone of the
Provincial Building opposite. They have not
built one wing only, but the centre of the Hos-
pital for the insane,and completed other great
public works, and yet baveq never given’the
entertainments which the géntlemen opposite
indulged in on every possible occasion. I will
bear, however, as equably as I can the censure
of my countrymen for having been too econo-
mical, and not having that regard to eclat
which all governments generally like.

With reference to the large expenditure to
which attention has been called in reference
to the Board of Works, I may say that no per-
son was more dissatisfied than were the gov-
ernment when they found that that depart-
ment had expended so large a sum of money
op this service. ButImust add that when 1
saw the hon. member for South Kings (Dr.
Brown) smiling complacently while the cha-
racter of his brother was at stake, whilst it was
placed in a position the most humble man -
would shrink from, I began to think that there
was reason to suspect treachery in reference
to that officer. 'When I knew that this bon.
member had always opposed the Government
—when I found him thus sustaining gentle-
men in making this attack upon his own bro-
ther, who is the chief and responsible officer of
the hoard of Works, at & time when he was
about appealing to the country, and was desir-
ous of having political capital to take to the
people, I felt that the time had come when no
government would ever venture to have any
public officer 80 closely identified with a ﬁon-
tleman who had determined to{break them
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down and desiroy their reputation. (Hear,
hear.) I feltif ever there was a gentleman
who occupied a humiliating position it was
the hon. member for south Kings, who could
pit here and see his political friends make
statements, whioch, if true, would prove his
brother unworthy of the slightest confidence—
which would prove bim guilty of baving
used the ?ublic funds for which he is mainly
responsibile, and wasting them upon extrava-
gaut and uncalled for services. I can only say
that [ have felt bound without saying a word
as to the truth ot these allegations, to demand
the most oxplicit information from the Chair-
man of the Board of Works. More than this,
the moment the attention of the government
was directed to the lavish expenditures in the
public works, the chairman was called upon
and told not to expend one dollar on any pub-
lic service without the express authority of
the government.

“ UNAUTHORIZED EXPENDITURES.”

The hon. member has referred to what he
call “unauthorized expenditures,” as if they
were made without the authority of this house.
The Financial Secretacy has given the most
ample refutation of these assertions; he has
shewn that the expenditures have been for
gervices that have received the sanction of this
Legislature. The house will recollect that
gentlemen on both sides, last session, gave a
vote of credit to tbe government, and authori-
zed them to spend the last dollar in the trea-
sury for the defence of the country. Yet in
the fac. of this fact, this expenditure has been
brought forward by gentlemen opposite as
“ unauthorized.” 1t is also known that the 8¢t
Peter's Canal is being constructed under an
act of the Legislature. TheInsan3s Hoaspital
is being enlarged by the express authority of
this house. A large sum was voted for the
protection of the fisheries. All these authori-
zed expenditures for most important pub-
lic services have been brought forward
and charged against the government as being
unauthorized. Such is}the way in which gen-
tlemen opposite presume to trifie with the in-
telligence of this house and country.

THE POSITION OF THE PRESENT GOVERN-
MENT,

I shall not travel over the ground so ably trod-
den by ti® Financial Secretary, when he shewed
that there was never a gevernment that stood in a
prouder position than the present, in relation to
the adminstration of public affairs. Do we not all
remember when the late government came down to
the House, and in a public document claimead the
support of the Legislature on the ground that
there had been an increase in the revenue of £20,-
0007 1If, as gentlemen opposite would now pre-
tend, an increase of revenue has mothing to do
with the government of the country—has no con-
nection with the mode in which the public busi-
ness is conducted, or with the confidence that is
folt among men of enterprize and capital who are
devaloping our resources in consequence of the
adminisiration of public affairs,—if this be the
case, how could they then dare to come down
and ask from the people their confidence, because
there had been an insignificant increase in the
rjvenue of £20,000 ? But lot me ask theso gentle-

men how is it from the moment the present go-
vernment assumed power, there has been a stea-
dy increase in the revenue from all public services?
The hon gentleman (Mr Annand) has said it was
his tariff that did it, but he knows that he has not
the shadow of a claim to that tariff; it was puton
the statute book by the Attorney General when
the present party were in power, and the only
specific alteration that it underwent was at the
hands of J. J. Marshall when Financial Secretary,
who arranged it on its present basis. I.et the hon
gontleman only claim paternity for what belongs
to him. He can lay claim only for having come
into this Legislatura and declared that a ten per
cent. duty was not cnough to carry on the ordin-
ary busines§ afier giving the most paltry amount
to roads and bridges—and therefore proposed to
saddle the people of this country with an addi-
tional duty of 2§ per cent, raising our taxes
twenty-five per cent. over what they had ever
been before. Under a tariff of 10 per cent he had
sank this Province into debt without grappling
with a single important public service —without
building a single mile of railway—without con-
structing & public building—to the extent of

- thirty-eight thousand pounds.

Now let me show what followed the change of
administration,—when the public business was
taken out of the hands of the hon member for
East Halitax, and placed in those of the present
government. I have no hesitation in saying that
my hon friend, the Financial Secretary, if he
were to leave public life to-morrow, would be able
to point his fellow-countrymen with pride to the
record which he would leave behind of the man-
ner in which he had managed the public affairs.
There is no man who has a child to be educated
—who requires to use a public highway—who
does not owe a debt of gratitude to my hon friend
and his colleagues for the management of the
financial affairs of this Province. I will glance,
for & short time, at the position of the country,
and contrast the three years we have been in
power—leaving out 1863, which was divided be-
tween both governments—with the three years
our predecessors managed the public business.
Now take the leading services, and what do you
get from them ?

The revenue received trom customs and excise,
light duty, railways, crown lands and licenses,
gold mines, coal mines, fees and hospita! tor the
insane during the three years —1869, ’61 and '62
—under the late Financial Secretary, Mr Annand,
was $2,808,300.48, while the revenue collected
from the same sources daring 1864, ’65 and ’66
under the present government was $4,428,433,25,
shewing a balance of no less than $1,620,132.77,
in favor of the present Financial Secretary, yet
the hon member for Kast Halifax ventures to
challenge a discussion as_to their relative claim
to public confidence. I ask now does it be-
come the late Financial Secretary--whose only
credit to public support is that he increased
the ten per cents. to 124 per cent—to challenge
the financial management of the present govern-
ment. Let me remind the House that this 123
per cent. passed away with the hon member’s
retirement from office. It will be, therefore, seen
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in making the comparison tbat I give the gentle-
men opposite credit for all the money derived
from the burthen of 2} per cent that they impos-
ed upon the people over and above the ten per
cont duty under which we have collected such an
enormons revenue.

Yet it is in the face of figures like those I have
given that the hon gentleman has presumed to
make the statgments he did. The man who took
credit for a paltry increase of $80,000 in tbe
revenue during one year he was in offce—an in-
crease which he attributed to the vigilance and
superier management of himself and colieagues
—now comes i1 and challenges my hon friend
with being incompetent because he can show
nearly two millions of dollars in three years over
and'above what the ex-Financial Secretary was
able to collect. ] :

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS

When you look at the condition of every de-
partment of the public servi-e, you will fiad the
same vitality and progre.« exhibited. During
the three years the gentlem ... oppositc were in
power thero wus a complete stagnarion ia enter-
prise, and I ask them to point me to a single act
which entitles them to the slightest&laim as men
of progress. The railway made no progress —
they left it where they found it, No public works
were constructed, except, I believe, the pier at
Digby, which tho tide washed away the other
day. What is our position?* The moment we
came into power, and confidence was restored
amopg men of capital and enterprise, tho tide of
prosperity again flowed back, and has gone on,
until we new close the Legislature and go to re-
ceive from the people their verdict in the most
trinmphant attitude thas ever public men stood in
a country before. What do you thick was the
to.al amount of imports daring the three years of
the administration of the hon gentleman - when
confidence wag shaken from one end of tho coun-
try to the other, under the in- fiicient and paraly z-
ing effect of the financial management of the mem-
ber for East Halifax? The total amouut was
$24,118,708. During the three years of the
present Administration these imports have in-
creased from $24,000,000 to $41,000,000, the ox-
act amount being $41,367,312.

The exports show a similar state of things,
though the trade returns, as it is well known, give
the most feeble exhibit of the actual exports irom
the country. Ifwe added the amounts derived
from ovr~shipping, in ships sold and the amounts
which come back in bills of exchange, and frem
other sources of wealth, the exports would be
really beyond the imports. The exports rose
from $18,000,000, under the administration of
the honorable gentleman, to $24,000,000 un-
der the present Government. I give these
facts a8 an evidence of the coafidenca that is ic-
spired in trade the moment men have charge of
the public affairs in whom tke covntry has
faith.

CUSTOMS AND EXCISE,

Then the customs and excise rose from $2,089,-
898.77 to $3,299,335.32 under the present go-
vernment. Here isjanother evidence of the vigi-

lance and effieient management of public affairs
by men who have labored earnestly and z:alous-
ly fur the promotion cf the public servico.

THE CROWN LANDS DEPARTMENT,

Take the Crown Lands Department, and what
do you find? Upon what does the prusperity ot
a country depead 2  Is it not upon the induce-
ment that is offered to men to come inand open
up the waste lands and make them valuable?
Under the manegement of our predacessors the
Crown Lands Depsrtment cnly collected in the
first year $22,168.63. In the next year it fell to
$17,363.63c.  What daes that m an? It means
that no sooner did the late Fianancial Secretary
get into power than the jeople of this country
opened up no more wilderness lards, for they had
no confidence in the administrative ability of tL¢
hon gentleman. More than thas, during those
three years there was & complete system of retro-
gression in all the elements of wealth and prus-
perity. in 1862 the receipts from the Crown
Lands went do=n still lower, to $:6,601.69. Th:
total Receipts during the three yerrs were $56,
132.95. I ask the House to contrast that oxhibit
with the rezord we shall leave behind.  During
the three years we havo been in power, the -
ceipts rose to $136,579.01.  Thus uuder an im-
proved admimistration —uader cnein which the
people had confidence—the receints mere than
doubled.

THE MINES,

Take the gold mines agein, and what do ycu
find? The hon member only collected, down to
1863, $47,650.52 from this source, whereas under
the threo yoars of the present administration $69,-
108.33. 'Was it to be expected that men of capi-
tal and enterprize would willingly develop the re
sources of this country, aftorthe position that the
bon member for East Halifax had taken with re-
ference to the mining interest of this conntry? I

.am proud to exempt the late Attorney Geueral

(Mr Archibald), who, with a spirit of patriotism
which has also marked his conduct on another
great guestion, stood forward and gave to the
party in power his hearty co-operation in effecting
the most valuablo change that was ever made in
connection wiih the development of the industrial
resources of tho country. Regardless of the ties
of party, Mr Archibald united with Mr Johuston
ans his party, for the purpose of throwing open
the mines and minerals of this Province, so long
under a complete monopoly, to the capital and
enterprise of the world. If Mr Archibald had no
other claim to public considerationm, this alone
would bo sufficient to entitloc him to the eternel
gratitude of Nova Scotiz. When the arranga-
meut that had been made by the delegates in
London—an arrangement most favorable to this
Province—came to be ratified bgethis Legislature,
what position did the hon member for East Hali-
fax take? Why, he placed himseif in direct hos-
tility to this great measuare, which has conferred
such untold benefits upon the people of this coun-
try. Therefore, I say, wlhen the capitalists of
Europe, the United States, and of this country
saw that the man who had been so obstructive—~
who had shewn that he was the enemy of progress



OF THE HOUSEJOF ASSEMBLY.

181

o ¢

—wes placed in the Eosiﬁon of Finance Minister,
they naturally shrask from iavesting their money
in this country. It is not therefore surprising that
during the three years the hon gentlemsn held
power, the receipts from the coal mines we:e only
$95,036.07. Let me show the record that was
exhibited wlen the hon member was relieved
from the responsibility of dealing with the finan-
ces of this country, and a new a“ministration, in
whom capitalists and men of enterprize bad con-
fidence, came into office. The returnes from the
coal mines rosge to $188,716.03. I give that to
the hon member as one of the fruits of the fact
thst he Was not in a position td obstruct the pros-
perivy of the coustry.
THE RAILWAYS.

The hon grentleman made a strong appead for
the confidene> ¢f the conntry, before he went out
«foffice, cn the ground that there had been a
sme!l increase in the revenue of the railway. No-
hadv ought to have been surprised that a railroad
in its third year weuld have a larger revenue than
its first vear, and when it had not time to develope
iiself. Now we have received $562,831.59 for the
reccipts of the railway against $376,767.26 when
the department wes in the hands of the hon m:m-
ber and his friends.

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE POSITION OF
FINANCE MINISTER. .

Tho importance of having the public -finances
managed by able hands cannot be over-cstimated.
In England, the great Liberal party have only
one men to whom they look us their master in
finance.—The great Conservative party, the
moment they take office, entrust the financial
canagement of the country to one man above all
others. In England, as in every country, the in-
te]ligent public look with greater interest to the
ability of tho man who is to fill the position of
Finance Minister than they do to all the other
winisters put together. They know that unless
ke has thic capacity to understand the trade of the
ccuatry, and to grasp the subject of finance in all
its dotails, there is no sccarity for industry and
enterprise. Then I say it was not strange thst
when the man who had shown himself the enemy
of all progress—as the obstructive of the best in-
terests of the Province—had become Finance
Minister, trade and enterprise should have lan-
guished.

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE PUBLIC MONEYS
—ROADS AND BRIDGES.

I have now shewn the House what prosper-
ity evinced itself in every department the mo-
ment the present government came into power.
This prosperity occurred, not under what we
may call the “Annand tariff,” the highest
ever known in this Province, but under a tar-
iff twenty-five per cent lawor. The question
now occurs, what was done withall this
money? Letany one look over the face of this
country and he will see the way in which the
public moneys have been expended. WWhat
was given by the gentlemen opxx)]osite for the
road and bridge service—in which everybody,
from the highest to the lowest, feels 80 deep an
interest—on which depends the ability of the
people to communicate so freely with one ano-
ther, and take their produce to market. All

that they gave for three yeais for this impor-
tant service was $324,100; but what do we find
when we come to look at the c¢iaims of the
prsent adwinistration to support in this parti-
cular. We have put against the sum given by
our predecssors the munificent amount of
$803,676. Is not that a fuct which should ena-
ble my hoo. friend, the Financial Secretary, to
go into any county in this Province ani ask its
support and confidence. Not ouly have we
thus generously dealt with the rcad and bridge
service, but whenover thero was a great and
stringent necessity for some important uuder-
taking we freely lent it our assistance,
EDUCATION.

Another mostimportant service is Edueation.~
We all feel that the entire progress and pros-
perity of the country depends upon the means
the people have of educating their children,
Men sprung from the lowest ranks of life have
been able to become the ornaments of their
country, because, in their growth, they have
been afforded facilities for educating and ma-
turing their minds, I ask then what is due to
a Government who grappled vigorous!y with
the question of education which the Census of
1861 shewed to be in a most deplorable condi-
tion. What is due to the men who, with a sin-
gle eye to the best interests of the country,
and regardless of popular feeling, came forward
and gave the country the blessiogs derived
from Free Schools—who gave to the children
of the poor the means of obtaining the best
education the country could afford. Instead
of the $199,800—which the hon member for
East Halirax was able to give during the three
years he was in power—the present Adminis-
tration have given no less a sum than $355,305
for the same service. I do not claim for the
present Government the entire credit for the
spstem of education. The hon, mewmber for
Colchester occupied on this question the same
g;xtriotic position that he did in respect to the

ines and Minerals and the Union of Colonies.
Regardless of the ties of party he assisted the
Government to put the present law upon the
Statute Book. So it may be said of the hon
member for Inverness (Mr. Blanchard); but
the hon. memter for last Halifax did his ut-
most, inthe press and elsewhere, to embitter
the public sentiment of this country against
the measure and to obstruct the endightenment
of the intellect of the people.

NAVIGATION SECURITIES.

Then there is the gervice of navigation so-
curities—a service which has such important
connection with the shipping Interest of this
country—that interest which has done so much
to add to the wealth of the country. The total
amount given to that service during the three
years that the hon. member was in power was
$10,283. On the other hand, during the three
years we have been in oftice, we have granted
to this service the sum of $171,620. Igive thag
as the claim we have to the favorable con-
sideration of all those persons interested in the
shipping interest of this country.

THE DEFENCES OF THE COUNTRY,

But there is another service which iy, per-
haps, more vitally importavt to the countr
than roads and bridges or navigation secari-
ties; it is not as popular a _service, but it is
most important—I mean the defence of the
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country. Who is there that does not know
and feel that if you wish to invite capital and
enterprize into your country—if you wish to
encourage men to expend their money in the
developement of its resources, you must give
them a guarantee that the results of their la-
bLors will be preserved and protected. Now, I
would like the House to look atthe position
which® the hon. member occupies in compari-
son with that of the present Finance Minister
in relation to this question. Now, I tell the
House that the great Power with which we
are connected requires that the peopio should
show that they are prepared to come forward,
and by means of the public treasury and per-
sonal service, prove that they are desirous of
perpetuating the connection. Who is there
that does not know that this expendituro on
our part is still more important as inspiring the
great Power upon which we lsan for protection
with the confidence that the great sacrifices
they have made in tho past, and they are pre-
pared to make in the future, will be appreciat-
ed by us, and will be met by corresponding
exertions on our part? Just before leaving
England my colleagues and myself had the
honor of an interview with His Royal High-
ness the Duke of Cambridge, tho Commander-
in-Chief, with Gen. Peel and the Colonial Min-
ister, and when we explained what this and
the other Provinces had done, and were prepar-
ed to do, in reference to the defences, the Min-
ister of War (General Peel) said: “ Iam glad,
gentlemen, that you have stated these facts so
fully, for I can go down to Parliament and ask
for the large grants that will be required in
connection with the defences of British North
America, because I shall have evidence to
show that these loyal Provinces are ready to
put their own shoulders to the wheel, and give
such co-operation to the British Government
as will, in case of conflict, prevent it being
humiliated by any Power.”

Now, we have to put against the $36,000
given by our predecessors no less & sum than
$191,000. I give this as an evidence that, with-
out an additional shiling of taxation imposed
upon the people, we are able to give this hand-
some contribution to the public defences. And
if the comparison was drawn between the
amounts actually paid, it would be found that
whilst the late Government expended $33,619.-
53, we paid actually $197,413.07.

THE FOREGOING RESULTS SUMMED UP,

Now, if we take all these important servi-
ces I have enumerated, we find that we have
a balance azainst the late Financial Sccerotary

of
$181,576—Roads and Dridgea.
161,337—Navigation Secu iddea,
155,505—Education.
161,413—Militia.

or a total of $959,831-—or nearly « million of
dollars that we kave expended more than was
given by the late Finauncial Secretary.
RETRENCHMENT.
The hon. member also referred to the question
of Retrenchment, That question has alrveady

been so fully explained thatit seems almost :

trifling with the house to go into it at present.
I would direct the attention of the hon. mem-
ber to the fact that when I proposed a system

of Retrenchment I did so—and the hon. mem- '

L]

ber’s own journal will prove it—on this ground:
that when the hon. member came to confess
that under his financial administration the en-
tire revenue of the country with a 10 per cent.
duty—after giving a mere pittance to the Road
and Bridge service—had not met the expendi-
ture to the extent of £38,000, and that he was
obliged, under these circumstances, to pro-
pose to tax the people 124 per cent.; then I
resisted the proposal and argued that in the
depressed condition of the country the public
expenditures ought to be brought, if possible,
within the revenue, instead of imposing addi-
tional burthens on the country. Bus, sir, in
the presence of the country I declared whilst
proposing reductions in the salaries of certain
public officers—and I refer the house to my
speech as veported in full in the journal owned
and editad by the hon. member,~that I based
my entire demand upon the depressed condi-
tion of the country, and instead of saying that
salary of the office thus held by my predecessor
was too high, I stated frankly thatI had held it
for three years and had goune out of it a poorer
man than I went in; and in addition to this I
pledged myself, the moment the circumstances
of the country warranted it to restore the
salaries I proposed to reduce in consequence of
the existing urgent necessity, to their former
amounts.

The next year, it is true, there was not the
same necessity for retrenchment, and I did
not move the same resolution; but I proposed
an iuquiry into the public expenditures for the
purpose of findiog whether it was not possible
to make such reductions as would enable us to
give larger grants to the roads and bridges and
public schools. Now, I ask the hon. member
whe'her, whon we came into power, and we
were able to give such enormous amounts to
roads and bridges, education, and other public
services, we were in a position to make reduc-
tions in the puablic expenditures which had
only been proposed at a time of a great public
emergency, and which were only to continue as
long as that public necessity existed. Besides,
it should be remembered that the Civil List
could not be tonched; for, when I proposed my
scheme, the leader of the Government applied
to England and obtained the declaration from
the Imperial Government that they would not
consent to have the civil list reduced. But I
can say that I have in reality held office since
I came into power at a hundred pounds less
salary than was enjoyed by my predecessor.
Is there any ove acquainted with Halifax who
does not know that the cost of living has large-
ly increased within four years—that the £600
which I proposed to give the Provincial Secre-
tary in 1862 was a larger salary than £700 now,
Take rental and every article of living and it
is obvious that the psesent administration
have held office at much smaller salaries than
those enjoyed by tbeir predecessors. The mo-
n:ent, however, we obtained permission, under
the Act of Union,to deal with the Civil List,
w0 brought forward a retrenchment measure
which will save in salaries and the expense of
the Legislature over thirty thousands dollars
per annum.

THE COST OF DELEGATIONS,

The hon. member, in his speech of yesterday,
‘admitted that [ could claiwm credit for having re-
duced the cost of delegations to one half of what
it had been, under himself and friendg. The
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first time I was appointed delegate to England,
instead of drawing the £500 which my pre-
decessor had always drawn, I reduced the
amount to :£300. I give that first to the hon.
member as a proof that this was an economi-
cal and retrenching Government. He says
that my predecessor, on his last delegation,
only received £300; but to whom is the saving
due? Isitnot to those who mads the reduc-
tion, and rendered it impossible to exceed the
amount? The hon. member says that the late
delegation received £500 apiece. Is there a
member who would question the propriety of
£500 being given for services which extended
to some seven or eight months residence in
London and were of 80 important a character !
ButIam in a position to relieve the hon. mem-
ber’s fear that the treasury of this Province is
to suffer in consequence of having alarge sum
of money drawn for this service. By one of
the resolutions of the conference, itwas decided,
that every dollar taken from the revenues of
the several Provinces should be refunded by
the General Government, for it was considered
an expenditure affecting all the Provinces that
were united.

But the hon. member says that I have not
abandoned the practice of my profession
which he says was worth, when 1 accepted
office, from one to two thousand pounds a
year. Now, I will give him time to make a
very simple calculation: how much money
have I put into my pocket by receiving £500
for eight months’ absence from the country,
when I was in the enjoyment of a private prac-
tice of between one and two thousand pounds
a year? I admit frankly thatthe hon. member
did not overstate the position that I occupied
a8 a professional man in this city, when invit-
ed to become Provincial Secretary. When I
was called upon to accept office, I admit that I
did so at an immense personal sacrifice. Al-
though it was impossible to shake myselfclear
of my professional duties—although I have
given a certain amount of my time to such
duties—yetit is well known that none of my
predecessors gave more time to, the public
service than I have; and when I wént to Prince
Edward Island, Canada, and England, the
amount of compensation I received was entire-
ly insignificant in comparison with the loss I
sustained. ‘When I went to Canada, in connec-
tion with the delegation, I only received from
the treasury the sure of $400 for the service.
1t appears, from a memorandum from the Fin.
Secretary’s pﬂi'ce, that_my predecessor drew
$600 for a similar service. I do not say that
my services were equally valuable, but T can
say that the fruits of the delegation were not
8o useless. The only valuable feature of the
delegation of the hon. gentleman was a speech
he delivered at Port Robinson, in which he
pledged himself in the most emphatic manner
to the Union of the Colonies. Mr. Howe went
on a delegation to Canada and England in
1861, and again in 1862; and it was not alto-
gether without its fraits, for it resulted in the
appointment of himself as Fishery Commis-
sioner, with a salary of £1000 a year. I forget
the excuse for that delegation—

Mr. ANNAND—The Railway.

Hon. PROV. SEC.—The railway that is not to
pay the price of the grease for its wheels! A]l-
together, then, he drew from these delegations
$14000. Now I will show that the total amounnt

that will be borne by our treasury for the ser-
vices of your humble servant was little more
than one-half. I went to Canada for the pur-
pose of organizing a survey of the Intercolo-
nial Railway. Thissurvey has never cost this
Province a dollar, and it resulted in proving
that there was a thoroughly practicable line
through the centre of New Brunswick, 50 miles
shorter than .the North line. The entire
amount I drew for travelling expenses whilst
engaged on that service was $200. ' I drow but
8160 for the delegation on the Union of the
Colonies to Charlottetown, authorized by this
House, although it occupied some considerable
time in connection with the conference which
has led to such important results.

Then this House passed a law under which
they authorized the comstruction of a trunk
line of railway to connect Truro with Monctov,
in case we could get British capitalists to cone
into the field and do the work, The Interna-
tional Contract Compauny, with whom corres-
pondence had taken place on the subject, asked
that a delegate should be sent to England in
order to enter into negotiations on the subject
I went, at an expense of $40, to New Bruns-
wick, to confer with its Government, as the
line wouid run in both Provinces; and it was
there arranged that a joint delegation should
goto England.  For that delegation, which oc-
cnﬁled rome months, I drew the sum of $1500.
I then went to Ottawa in relation to the fish-
eries, and to carry out arrangements for the
delegation to England, accompanied by a gen-
tlemen from the opposite side. The entire
amount drawn for our travelling expeunses was
$200. Now, the whole amount the Province
will have to pay for the important and fruitful
delegations in which I have been engaged
during four years is ouly $2500.

1t is true that the company with which we
made a contract during the delegation of 1865
failed to keep their engagements, but this arcse
from the financial embarrassment that prevail-
ed, and which led to the stoppage of companics
like Overend, Gurney & (o. That delegation
wag ut the same time charged to apply to the
Imperial Government with reference to the
position that this Province occupied as to the
negotiation of commercial treatics with the
United States. The result wes that a status
was given to the Maritime Provinces that they
never enjoyed bafore. Mr. Howe had, on this
floor, denounced in the ruost eloquent terms the
manner in which this Provinca vas treated when
the Reciprocity Trealy waeawratified. That
treaty was closed with the Government of Cana<
da without this Province being cven able to
reach Washington. I folt that this was a
position which the Province ought not to occu-
Py, and therefore my colleague and myself made
such a statement to the !mperial Government
that a despatch was sent immediately to Sir
Frederick Rruce, requiring him not only to con-
sult with the Provinge of Canads, as he had
been instructed before, but with the Maritime
Provinces as well.  The Imperial Government,
for the first time, authoriz:d the appointrent
aofa Colgnial Conference for the purpose of
negotiating treaties in which the Provinces were
interested. If I had done nothing clse, I did
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more, on this single occasion, to eélevate the
status of Nova Scotia than all the previous dele-
gations. The Conference was held at the call
of the Governor-Gener:l, and although the
measure of the Uaion must render it heoreafier
unnecessary, yet it has led already to impor-
tant resul:is. A commission was scntto the
West Indies and the Brazils in order tn see if
new lines of commaunication could notbe open-
ed up with these countries. The hon mewber
for Kast Halifax has challenged the expendi-
ture for this rervice ; but it should b> remew-
bered that the delegates had to go first to
England, and place themselves in commun’ca-
tion with the Imperial Government, in order to
receive the authority necessary to deal with
this que:tion. On the mission my hon. friend
was detained for very many months. Iaforma-
tion of the m st v:iuable character was obtained
-—information which is gc'ng to increage trade
and stimulate intercourze between DBritish
America and thes> Southern countries. As
soon as the Confederate Government is formed
4 line of steam communication will bs opened
up with these countries.

The hon member also referred to a matier
which is rather of a pereonal character, and that
was, that T held the office of Medical Officer of
this city at the same time that I was Proviecial
Secretary. I do not complain, however, of the
reference made to me on this poiat; for I feel
that the people are e ititled to every information
in respect to their publiz men. When I was
rot a member of the governtent, the City
Council did me the honor of electing me to this
important office, although the renumeration is
merely nominal. Its emolument is perfectly
ingignificant—some £60 a year, but I was not
reluctant to take the office, because I had seen
that the condition of the diseased poor in this
city was not creditable to Halifax or to th2
country. I endeavored in the discharge of the
.dut’es of that office to make achange for the
better ia this particular. The first report I
made propounded a schemelby which the €ity
could obtain the services of the best medical
men without a single shilling of expense, and
proposed to abolish the effice I held. From
ihat day until I gave up the cffice, 1 labored
carpestly to carry out tho reforms I corsidered
50 necessary. I always felt that if Ihad given up
the office before I1did, an additional barrier would
bo interposed to carrying out the scheme that
I was determined should be carried out—by
which the City Hospital could have thie benefit
of the best talent amongst us. At the last
session I wasableto get an Act passed by which
the diseased poor were enabled to receive that
attention which previously had been denied
them, under which a poor person can come
frora the most remote part of the Province, and
be trgated in a hospital that is worthy of the
name. As scon as this was accomplished I at
once resigned that office. As respects the
character of the office, I canonly say that it ia
one connected with the honorable profession to
which I belong, and requires high attainments
and a knowledge of that which is of the most

vital importznce, and that is, the best means of
promoting the public health of the country.

THE PUBLIC D<¢BT UNDER QON?EDERATIO.\'.

I shall now refer, in conclusion, to the re~
marks mgde by the hon. member in respect to
the debt with which we shall enter the Con-
federation. I can only say that should the debt
exceed $8,000,000 by $500,000 it is provided
for. Thereisa clause in the Imperial Act
which wi!l at once relieve the provi ce from
any chiarge in cannection with the additional
amouat. This clauge provides that in case the
debt of any province exceeds the amount stated
in the Act—$8,000,000 for Nova Scotia, $7,000,-
000 for New Brunswick, and $62,5600,000 for
Canada—that province chall be charged 6 per
cen:. by the general government on that por-
tion of the debt in excess of its proportion ; but,
oa the other hand, it is provided that the As-
sets represented by that debt shall belong to
the province. For instance, £50,000 will have
havo been expended in the erection of the Pro-
vincial Building opposite, and if our debt ex-
ceeds the $8,000,000 by the amount required
tor that building, then it becomes our own pro-
perty. If the geperal governmeni used it for a
Post Office they would have to pay the rent in-
to the treasury, thus reliving the province from
the charge of a single dollar,

The hon. gentleman concluded by apologiz~
ing to the house for the length of time he had
occupied its attention, but he felt compelled, in
justice to the government and to its friends in
and out of the Legislature, to give the fallest
explanations he was able in answer to the stric-
tures of the gentlemen opposite. .

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Mr. HerFerNAX introduced a bill to enable
the merbers for Guysboro to borrow §490 on
the credit of the road grant for that county, for
the completion of Salmon River bridge. He
also moved the second reading of the bill to di-
vide a polling district in the county of Guysboro.

The bilt was read a second time.

Dr. Browx said—It will be expected that I
should say & few words in reply to the hon.
Pro. Sec. remarks in reference to the Chairman
of the Board of Works,—and I must say I was
surprised at the tone and manner of those re-
marka. I caunot see why I should be attacked
becauso that department has been accused of
malpracticcs. 'Whether those accusations are
ue or false, surely, situated as I am, sixty
miles away, 1 could use no supervision, and
could not prevent it. I say, if they were true,
but I presumo they are not true ; I do not for a
moment believe that anything extraordinary
has occurred in that office to deserve the cen-
sure of this house and the country. It seems to
bean old practice in the Department of Works,
existing ever since it was created, and in other
departments 8¢ well, for membars of the board
to purchase goods and supplies for the use of
the various institutions under their charge. I
do not think this is a good practice, and I so
expressed myself last winter, when the hon
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member tor Shelburne introduced a bill to put
a stop to it. Mr. Pugh was only following the
example of Mr Gibson. Itis not true that I
approved of the attack on the Chairman of the
Board of Works. I did not smile on and en-
courage that attack, as the hon Prov. Sec. has
eaid. I felt sorry it was made ; 1 regretted it,
both on his account and my own: I had no
reason to suppose such an attack would be
made. It is true I wasa member of the Com-
mittee of Public Accounts; but the Accounts
of the Works Department were not submitted
to my examination, and I heard ro remarks
made relative to them before the committee,
nor was there any mention made in the report
of the committee ; therefore I could not foresee
that such a charge was to be made. But if this
charge be true, and the Board is guilty of
the waste and fraud imputed to them, brother
or no brother, I cannot afford to sustain him in
it. Tam not here to emcourage any practices
of tue kind. But I do not believe it I know
he was honest and faithful when he came here,
and as every man is innocent until proved
guilty, I shall continue to disbelieve until an
investigation is had and the public verdict is

iven. The hon. gentleman is angry because

do not sustain him in all his measures, espe-
cially his Confedetration scheme. Does he placo
me 80 low in the ranks of men that I am to
have 8o mind of my own—that I must blindly
follow him wherever he leads, beciuse I happen
to have a brother in a subordinata office? As
long as I have had the honor of a seat heve, I
have endeavoured to act consistently and con-
scientiously, and I trust I shall coatinue to do
so in future.

Mr. C.J. CaupeeLL said that in the discus-~
sion on tbe Presbyterian Church Bill, which
took place a day or two ago, he found from the
report the Prov. Secretary made an assertion
which surprised him. The Prov. Secretary
had said that he bad both written and telegraph.
ed to him (Mr. C.) asking the appointment of
an arbitrator in the case of the Middle River
dispute. He asked the Government to lay the
papers on the table, and denied having ever

- obstructed the settlement of the dispute.

Mr. AsNaXD 8aid:—In continuation of the
adjourned debate, I feel called upon, cven at
this late period of the Session, to make a few
remsrks in reply to the very animated, and I
may add, excited speech of the Prov, Secretar;
this morning. I was glad to find that in ad-
dressing the House he did nqt atiempt to Justify
the aation which was called in questicn of a
member of the Board of Works. I was glad to
bear him say that it was the intention of the
government to have all the facts enquired into
instead of attempting to justify anything which
appeared lik: abusc or corruption. In justice
to the hon. member for South Kings, who has
just spoken, I must say tha_t, to the best of my
belief, not a single fact which was brought to
the notice of the House was communicated
either by that gentleman or his brother, the
Chairman of the Board. Mr. Mcl‘}elm was &
member of the gsommittee on Pablic Accounts,

and I may explain that the commiitee are ac-
customed to divide the labour among the
several members, each gentleman taking ap a
department, and that hon. member took charge
of the accounts ot the Board ot Works. In
the discharge of his duty he made a searching
enquiry and brought the result to the notice
of the House without any previous intima-.
tion either to the member for 20uth Kings or
to the Chairman of the Board. The Prov.
Secretary has been pleased to refer to the
management of the Board, under the pree
vious administration, when Mr. Gibson wasa
member. It is true that on one occasion taat
gentlemen tendered to supply flour or meal,
and obtained the contract; but it never was
protended that his tender was not the lowest,
and that his prices were not the lowest in the
market. But mark the difference between the
two cases; here we find an officer not tender-
ing for a few barrels of flour or meal, but fur-
nishing sapp'ies of goods amounting to some
20,000, many of them being articles in which
he is not a dealer, but, which ke, no doubt,
purchased in the market. When t! e-account
is examined it i3 found that the original in-
voices are not before the Committes, and that
the prices are in excess of those for which the
article could be obtained on six mouths credif,
while Mr, Pugh was receiving cash. That is
the distinction between the two cases, and we
see ncw what a misfortune it was that the bill
which would have prevented this abuse was
rejected by the Government at our last session
The Provincial Secretary has undertaken to
Jjustity the expenditure in connection with the
a\mrantine service, telling us that the Lieut,
overnor, the General, and a number of pri-
vate gentlemen visited the proposed station
with him. My view of the way in which that
duty should bave been Eerformed is very dif-
ferent from his If the Government were
anxious to select a suitable site they shoald
have secured the advice and attendance of
members of the medical profession and other
gentlemen of sound jadgment and practical
experience, instead of converting the whele
affair into a mere pleasurs party to visit the
island. A )

Hon, FIN. SEC.—~We did that.

Mr. ANNAND continued:— It should have
been done independently of the trip to which .
I referred, and, inatead of having a grand en-
tertainment on board the steamer, at which
liquors and champagne flowed liked water, I
maintain that the matter should have been
gone into as a business transaction.

But the Provircial Secretary has also re-
ferred to a time when the members of a for-
mer Governmant spent £80 in an entertain-
ment when laying the foundatfon astone of the
Lunatic Asylum, and be therefore thinks it
wrong that we should complain about the ex-
penditure on the quaraniinoe service; but what
did he do on that ococasion? When the account
of that expenditure was }Jroduce@, did he not
denounce 1t a8 & piece o gross obbery and
corruption? and yet we find him spending
hundreds if not thousands of doliars in a plea-
sure excursion—for it was nothing else—to
McNab’s Island. He referred also to the small
expenditure on opening the first section of the
raillway. If an outlay conld be justified upon
any occasion, it wonld ' be when, for the ¢
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time, railways were introiuced to the Pro-
vince, and we witnessed the iron horse rann-
ing over our roads. 1t is unfortunate thas he
should have thus drawn into comparison an
entertainmen’ warranted by the circumstances
and concurred in by all parties, which he bad
not the courage to assall at the time. Then he
told us that the present Government have
opened a hundred miles of railway. I am
glad of it; I am glad that the revenues and

" credit of the country will admit of such large
public worka being carried on. But does any
one think that the Government can fairly take
credit for the extensicn of our railways? The
tariff nander which those large sums of money
were collected was the taiiff of their predeces-
sors. It is true that it was remodelled by Mr.
Marsball in 1858; but when they charge us
with having, for one year, raised the duties
from 10 to 12} per cent., they shonld remember
that the Attorney General and Mr. Marshall,
and not the Government of which I was a
member, increased the tariff from 6} to 10
per cent. !

The Prosrinclal Secretary claims credit, algo,
for expending large sums on the roads and
bridges, and education,and navigation securi-
ties,—but what credit are they entitled to ?
Were they to allow the meney which flowed
in under the tariff bequeathed to them by their
predecessors to acumulate in the treasury ?
‘We added 24 per cent, it is true; but befora we
left office we reduced it again, contrary to the
wishes of gentlemen oppesite, and urder that
tariff of 10.per cent. the¢ revenues of the phat
Kenr came in. And, sir, would not the treasury

ave been as fall as if those gentleman had

- never been in vxistence—if their clerks, with-
out their aid,had conducted the public business?
But the late Government, on the other hand,
were entitled to credit. When they cawreinto
_power they found the Halifax revenue depart-
ment cowmpletely demoralized; there was no
organized water-side arrangement, no night
watoh, and under their rule the system was
entirely remodelled. Stringent oaths were
substituted for declarations, and stringent
vigilance adopted in all parts of the country;
and under that system, continued by our suc-
cessors, the large revenues we have enjoyed
have been brought.

The house was told that,as the result of our
second year’s administration, we had a debt of
£38,000; but the Provingial Becretary is wrong

aln. 'I refer him to the Journals, where he
will find that it is only £34,000—a small but
characteristic mistake on the part of that

entleman. ‘We are also told that when the
ate Financial 8ecretary came into office, at
the’ very mention of Lis name every branch ot
industry. was suddenly paralyzed—that our
imporxts. and exports immediately fell off—that
tal caased to flow into the country—that
people shrank from working our coal and gold
minei and purchasing our Crown lands—that
the traffic and travel on the railway was-gensi-
bly diminished—and that even the uecessary
daily consumption of the people was reduced
when it was discovered that the office of Fi-
nancial Secretary was couferred on the gentle-
man who filled that post under the late Gevern-
me

nt.
The time is not very distant when the Pro.

Seo. and his friends never lost the opportunit
to-deprediate the ability of the latep inaucia’l

Becretary,~—if he wrote a pamphlet in London,
or a brilliant article appeared in his paper, the
Pro. Sec., on every occasion, tried to ‘make it
appear that the writer was an -insignificant
individnal, without talent or influnence, and
that sombody else wrote the pam or edi-
torial; but here, to-day, for the first time, we
have beard that the gentleman who last held
the seals of the Fin, Secratary’soffice wag an
individual of so much itp'go;tp_nce that his ap-

ointment affected the imports and exports of
he country—affected the working of our mines
and the sale of our lands, and that sach was
he terror of his name that intending emigrants
were deterred from finding a new home in this
Province. The late Financial Secretary claims
no such distinction; he has up to the present
time taken a comparatively subordinate part
in public affairs, and if circumstances have re-
cently led him to assume & more prominent
position, it was because of the desertion of
other gentlemen whom he would have pre-
ferred to follow. 'We were told of the great
evils inflicted on the country in relation to the
settlement of Crown Lands when the late Fi-
nancial Secreta%held office,—I was under the
impression that the Crown Land Department
was managed by the same officer, and under
the same regulations, then asnow. As every
one knows, the American- civil war was the
cause of the falling off in the revenue in 1861,
but the revenue rose rapidly when trade found
new channels. Ithought also that the railway
was managed, not by the Financial Secretary,
but by a distinguished indtvidual, thean a warm
opponent; but now the fast friend of the Prov.
Secretary. Overand over again have I heard
the Provincial Secretary rise and assail the
late Commissioner of Railways, who was con- -
sidered too exacting and parsimonioys, and
was generally believed to have carried the
system of retrenchment too far. If there was
one officer more than another that made the
government unpopular it was the late Com-
missioner of Railways, but Iapprehend that
his management had no effect in diminishing
the trafiie over the lines. I remember; when
the scheme of railway retrenchment was
brought down in 1860, the question was put to
me: * What amount do you propose toretrench
in the Revenue Department ?” My auswer
was that Ibhelieved the officers under my charge
were not over paid,and that if we reduced their
salaries we would impair the public service.
I said: “ Gentlemen, if you intend to carry out
the system of retrenchment, begin witn ‘your
own salaries, and then I will ba prepared to
apply the pruning knife to the Revenue De-
partment,” that was my reply; and I believe it
would have been better if the commissioner
had allowed the officers on therailway to enjoy
the salaries which they fairly earned.

We were told that immediately on the
change of ﬁovemment our revenues came up.
Itis true that our imports and exports did in-
crease, and with them the products of our
mines and sales of crown lands, by whichlarge
sums were placed at the disposal of the govern-
ment;—all that did take place, but the tide of
grosperity had commenced to flow in lopg be-

ore the change of government. On the 3lst
Deoc. 1861, the balance against the treasiry was
$136,000, and by putting on the additional 24
per cént. we wereenabled to pay off that debt
and shew a surplusin-the treasury.
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Hon. Pro. BECY:~The . hon, member’s re-
turns shewed in the last A%uarter, with the ad-
ditional 2§ per ceut. a falling off of $17,000 as
compared with the previous year.

Mr. ANNAND continued:—The hon. gentle-
mapn is quite right and the explanation which
is simple is this: The alteration of the, tariff
was no secret in the community, and knowing
that the duties would be reduced in afew days
the merchants did not withdraw their goods
from warehouse until after the close of the
quarter. The hon. gentleman would have us
believe that on the change of administration
his new-born Fin. Secy. worked a marvellous
change, but he forgets that the gentleman who
fills that office made his firat appearance after
the elections as Commissioner of Railways,
and if there be any credit attaching to the in-
crease in our prosperity durinthbe first year,
it is due to his predecessor Mr. LeV.escouts, but
a8 I have already said the tide of prosperity
commenced to flow before we left office, those
gentlemen found a balance in the treasury,and
the revenue which they collected in 1863 and
since that time was obtained under a tariff be-
queathed to them. Does the Pro. S8ecy. mean
to tell me that becanse one FinancialjSecretary
was taken from Isle Madame and his success-
or from the backwoods of Pictou, that larger
sums -‘of money flowed into the treasury?
Does he mean toinsult the intelligence of the
country by such an assertion? Asl] said yes-
terday, if every one of these gentlemen had
been in Jerusalem or Jericho the money would
have come in. Butthe Pro. Sec. told us that
under our administration the people were leav-
ing the country ;—theyispent $20,000 last year
on immiirat.ion. with bow much effect the re-
port of the department will show, the greater
part of itfjnnauthorized by the House, which
might as well have been thrown into the sea.

‘Where are the immigrants now? - They were
brought into the country, and their passages
paid,—the greater number making this a half-
way house to the United States. But we are
told that the moment the present government
came into power, and the present Financial
Sercetaty was sntrusted with the seals of of-
fice, the public began to import more aud ex-
‘port more—that the work in the mines increas-
ed—that.there was a rush for the crown lands.
These were the results, as we were informed,
of my leaving office and his succeeding me. It
is a ﬁeat pity that the marvellous abilities of
the Financial Secretary should be limited to
80 'small a sphere—that a gentleman whose
mere appointment to office should cause the
revenues to swell 8o suddenly, and induce men
to rush to the mines and 8eize the crown lands,
shonld bury his talents under a Nova Scotia
bushel. We have heard of the Galts and other
‘eminent financiers of Canada, but I think it
wauld be well for the Canadians to import our
Financial Secretary. 'Who knows but in that
extensive field for the exercise of his great
financial ability, he might convert deficits into
surpluses, and so increase the trade and credit
of ¢hat country that its government and people
might be.able to hold up their heads in the
market of the world, and obtain the mone,
_they require on equal terms with Now Zealand,
theCafe.and the Australian colonies. I can
ger,{eot y understand the references which we

eard this . morning to.the Fin'l Secy. After
the exhibition of yesterday, it was necessary:

frary to all

that,something shonld be said in his bshalf—

that some one should come forward {oreacae

him from the difficulties in which we saw him
floundering, and in view of the election which,
muss soon come off in the county of Picton,
where all the eloquence of the Provincial Se-
cretary and all his energy wiil be required in
the support of his friend.

As regards the mining monopnly, the geytle-
men with whom I was associated did a in
tBeir power to break it up, and I believe at
this hour that better. terms ehould have besen
obtained than those which were eventually se-
cured. The movemeny against that monopoly
commenced with the old Liberal party, and
the obstructive party in the House was not
that led by Mr, Young and Mr. Howe, but that
which followed the present Judge in uity,
who, as the paid agent of the General Muing'
Association, offered every obstructiom year
after year, and but for his efforts the monopoly
might have been broken up years before.

The Prov. Secretary dwelt at length upon
the large ?auts to roads and bridges and edu-
cation. The large increase in the revenue is
not due to the government, but to the consump-
tion of dutiable articles—to the industry of the
people—~to the exertions of the men who fo into
the woods, fell the timber and build ships—to
the men who work our mines—to the men who
till the soil and beautify our country—to the
sturdy fishermen who draw wealth from the
bosom of the deep—to men in every branch of
business who are J)romoting the industry of
the Province., And in this connection I would
ask, under whose administration was gold dis-.
covered in this Province?

Hon. PrOV, SEC.—Gold wasdiscovered dur-
ng the term of office of the government of which
I was a member.

Mr. ANNAND continued:—Well, I can only
say that the first practical fllustration of the
value of our gold mines was given by the late
government, and we might as well claim cre-
dit for the sums added to our revenue from
ithat source as gentlemen opposite can claim
credit for the general increase of revenue dur-
in% their term of office.

'he Heuse will remember that in a former
session the gentleman who was recently the
Leader of the Oppesition, and who held the
position of Attorney General under the late
Government, was violently assailed by the
Prov. Becretary on a charge of making an im-
provident bargain in connection with the miges
at Lunenburg, and the charge was repaated
over and over agam_ in the press and in the
Assembly;—with his usual vehemence - the
Prov. Sec. assailed the governmeat of: the day
for the ignorance and mismanagement whio
he charged them with displaying in the pur-
chase of property there; but what do we find.
these gentlemen doing? Down at Tangier,
within the last year, these gentlemen, through
one of their departments, conveyed a lot of
land, which did not belong to the government,
and after the lessee had expenderd a:large sum
of money in buildings and improvements, he
was dispossessed by the owner, who brought
a suit in Court, when the Government had to
step in, and at the coss of $2000, reimburse the
party for the lease which they had made.con-
law. I give this as a specimen.of

the blundering of gentlemen opposite, as an il-
lustration of their mods of conducting the pub
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lic business during the last four years. But I
find there has been another improvident bar-
gain made within the last few days. I refer to
the contract made for supplying wood on the
Pictou Railway, which, I understand, has been
entered into, extending over a period of five
years, Here is a railway running to the mouth
of a coal mine, and just on the eve of its being
opened, we find the government entering into
a contract for a supply of wood, which is9
necessarily far more costly than coal, for five
years. 1 give that as another illustration of
the administrative ability, skill, and economy
of these gentlemen. I should like to hear that
act defended in the presence of skilled engi-
neers who kunow the difference between the
consumption of coal and wood as regards cost.

‘We were told that the press under my con-
trol obstructed the edncational measure. Let
me remind the Provincial Secretary that, what-
ever the merits or demerits of his schemse of
education, I always voted with him; and the
strictures in the press to which he alludes were
the strictures made befoie t!+ naper fell into
wmy hands as responsible editor. by a gentleman
with whom he is now closely allied. I may re-
mind him also that the gentleman who was
formerly leader of the Opposition (Mr. Archi-
bald) vebemently opposed the construction of
the Council of Public Instruction, and the pa-
per under my control, in that particular, only
endorsed the langnage used by gentlemen
whom the Provincial Secretary himself, within
a few hours, has highly eulogised in connection
with that measure.

Then the hon. member took credit for the
large sum given for defence. I never objected
to any vote for that service; and I must re-
mind him that the Government of whichI was
a member brought down a grant of $20,000 at
the very time when there was a deficiency of
$136,000 in the treasury, and we were obliged
to borrow money and levy an addit!onal tax.
And so little did the Provincial Sectetary then
value the character of the country and its cre-
dit abroad—so little loyalty and patriotism did
he then possess, that ho moved a reduction to
$8,000. 1f it he true—as I believe it is—that
the granting of money for defence has the effect
of inviting capital into a country, how was he
so unpatriotic in 1862 when he proposed to cut
down the grant to $8,000?

Hon. Pro. SEcY.:—When the government
brought down the proposition for a grant of
$20,000 it was without any measure havirg
been submitted in connection with the expen-
diture, but after the bill was introduced I with-
drew my opposition.

Mr. ANNAND continued:—The hon. gentle-
man claims credit for having voted for tke bill,
bat if he had succeeded in his motion there
would have been no money to put into the
hill;—that is the reply I give to his explana-
tion.

The Pro. Sec’y. reminded us this morning of
the grand scheme of retrenchment which he
proposed in 1862, and he told us that on the

ages of the press under my control would be
}’ound the pledge wnich he then gave, that if
the revenues again came up he would be pre-
pared to restore the salaries which he proposed
to reduce. But he forgets that in 1863, when
the indebtedness was paid off, and there was a
surplus in the treasury, we find him coming
down to the house and using language which I

will quote, not from the Morning Chronicle, an
authority so objectionable to him, but from
that influential, creditable aud respectable
paper the British Colonist, which never ven-
tures on misrepresentation, and which was then
edited by himself. What do we find in that
paper of the 24th March, 1863:

“ 1 still entertain the same views that the
expenditure of this country will permit a very
considerable reduction without at all ivjuring
the public service.”

That was after the revenues had coms up,
and a year after retrenchment Wwas unnecessary
if bis explanartion be true. Again he says:

“ Y now intend again to invite the attention
of the house to the subject of retrenchment.”

“ The expenditure of the Government of this
Province has constantly and steadily increased
of late years, and is, in my opinion, unneces-
sarily extravagant.”

It will be remembered that in 1865 there was
80 close a division of parties, that the Govern-
ment only held their gositions by a majority
of two or three and the leader, Mr. Howe
thought proper to treat with gen-lemen oppo-
site to see whether a coalition could not be
formed, so that the base of the government
might be widened, belisving that there can
hardly be a greater misfortuno than a weak
government, liable to be improperly, often per-
haps unfairly, pressed by its own supporters.
This was the remark of the Pro. Sec. on the
subject of these proposals:

*“But I told him (hon.Prov.Sec.)it was im-
possible for me to combine with hitn after the
course he had taken inreference to the ques-
tion of economy and retrenchment, Therefora
I gave the country the best proof of my sin-
cerity that evercan be given, when I deter-
mined to forgo any personal advan‘agein the
service of the people. Sir, I have placed my
hand to the plough, and I and those who sus-
tain me are determined never to look back.
We believe that there is extravagance in the
public expenditure that ought to be retrenched,
and we are prepared to co-operate only with
those who will aid usin that work., The reso-
lution which I am about to offer to the house
must command the support of every man who
has not made up his mind to resist all economy
and refuse to consider the propriety of effect-
ing any reduction in the expenses of the Gg-
vernment. If this resolution passes I am pre-
pared to propose large reductions in the
estimate, which I believe may be effected,
without in the slightest degree impairing the
efticiency of the publie gervice.”

This, it will be remembered, was afier the
revenue had come up, and the debt had been
paid off; and yet this gentleman went to the
hustings on his resolution of 1862 proposing a
retrenchment of $79,000 and used the language
which I have just read, in the closing hours of
1863. He went to tho country preaching re-
trenchment at every hustings, and upon that
cry hislarge majority was _returned. I ask
him again how has that pledge been redeemed ?
Has he wmade any attempt to curtail what he
styled “ the extravagant expenditure of the
country.” Yes, sir, there was acommence-
ment in 1864; his government proposed to cut
down the salaries of the collectors of Picton
and Yarmouth, and I do not wonder that Mr,
Killam, when he found that the retrench
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which was to effect their own salaries was to
bhe lIimited to four hundred dollars, and to two
officers collecting a large arrount of revenue at
two of the most important ports of the Pro-
vince, shrank from sustaining the government
and has been found in the ranks of the opposi-
tion ever since. He could not consistently
support gentlemen who went to the tLe coun-
try with the cry of retrenchment on their lipa,
and who, when they found themselves instali-
ed in power, not only did not retrench but
largely increased the ecxpenditure in every
department.

I chdllenge these gentlemen, one aud all, to
shew me a department in which the expendi-
ture has not been Jargely ivcreased; even the
Attorney General’s aftict has a new charge of
$212 for telegrame. I will not refer againtothe
hon. gentleman’s defence as regards the pro-
posed reduction in the civil list; he had iutelli-
gence enough to know that certain charg:s on
thaglist coald not be touched, aud he must
have known likewise that it wasimpossible to
effect the large saving which be proposed in
1862.  We have been told abeut delegationy,
and I am reminded that Mr. Howe received
$400 for that service. It is said that these de
legations were fruitless, and resulted in no
good to the country. I ask the Provincial
Secretary why it was that they had no imme-
diate result? It was from no want of zeal or
ability on the part of Mr. Howe that the great
measure on which he visited the mother coun-
try and Canada was not accomplished, but it
was because the Canadians, with whom the
Provincial Secretary is allied, broke faith with
him; and in proof of the fact, I refer the hon.
gentlemanto Mr, Tilley, of whom I am always
disposed to speak with respect, for the proof
that the Canadian delegates, on that occasion,
behaved in a.-manner discreditable to them-
selves and to the Province they professed to
represent. I wasglad to hear the Provincial
Secretary say that the the cost of the recent
delegation to England—$2,500 apiece to the six
gentlemen who went, one of whom, it was said,
only stopped long enough to see what o’clock
it was—will be transferred to the government
of the Dominion. Iam glad of anything which
will enlarge the sum hereafter to be at the dis-
posal of the Province, because I feel that with
the paltry pittance we are to receive, even the
few thousand pounds, which those gentleren
put into their pockets, will be esteemed a boon
by the people towards bridging their rivers,
improving their roads, and increasing the grant
to education. DBut giving them credit for that
sum as returned to the treasury, it will be found
that the large sum of $15,067 has been expend-
ed by the present administration in delegations
—nearly four times the amount spent by the
late government. I invite the attention of the
country to the fact that in three years these
gentlemen have spent $15,000 against our $4,-

Hon Prov. SECY.—That $4000 was for Mr.
Howe alone, and does not include the expen-
ses of the other delegates. The Queen’s Prin-
ter went on a delegation which cost $160.

Mr. ANNAND coatinued—T believe $160 was
spent by the Qaeen’s Printer in a delegation,
and that sum added tothe $4080 will make
$4240 as the entire cost of delefations during
our four years of Government. Y wish to guard
the Provincial Secretary against those reckless

agsertiona which he makes from time to time:
be said thzt there were other delegates not
charged for in the amount which I have gjven,
and that while Mr. Howe had charged $600 for
~ mission to Canada,hehad been satisfied with
£409. Now, I will put him right. Mr. Howe
charged that 8609 for threo del~gates, and I
wus8 one of them.

Hovo, Prov. SECcy.~—I spoi-e from the entry
in the Journals.

Mr, ANNAND continued:—If the hon. gentle-
man had examined the accounts with the care
which he should have exercised before making
such a statement, he would have found tha~
Mr. Howe, Mr. McCully, and myself wereco: -
tent to take $200 a piece for our expeuses to
Canada, whils these retrercLing gentlemen,
who were carried free of charge, and entertain-
ed with exhaustive festivities, had the modesty
to charge and put into their pockets just dou-
ble the amount. That is my illustration of the
difference between a Government that did nct
pretend to retrenchment and the Governwent
that came in under that very ery. An attampt
was made to justify tho large expenditure on
the delegation to tho West Indies, but we know
that almost any merchant in Halifax, with a
little enquiry, conld have given us all the in-
formation which we pcssess at this hour. 1
have no hesitation in pronouncing that expen-
diture a great job. Instead of that attempt to
find new markets being regarded asan induce-
ment to the American Government to renew
reciprocity, is it not a fact that the efiort waa
regarded as a menace, and has made that Go-
vernment more determined than ever to refuse
negotiatiou. Where are are we to find a mer-
ket like that oftered to us by the thirty-four
millions of people beside us? The true policy
of these Provinces undoubtedly is8 to cultivate
good feeling with the United States, to concil-
late its pecple, and not to menace and threat-
en what we are powerless to effect. Look at
our mining enterprises alone,—where does tbe
capital come from but the United States? Ob-
viously, it is our interest to cultivate the trade
between that country and ours. Nootherland,
all the Colonies and countries of the tropics
put together, can offer us a market for the pro-
duct of our industry to be corapared with that
of our natural customers in the neighoring Re-
publie.

The hon gentleman was pleascd to refer to
a speech which I made on a former day, in
which 1 referred to the fact of his carrying
on a professional practice while a member of
the Government. I should naver have referred
to him in that connection if he had not mad a
violent, virulent and unjustifiabl: attack upon
me in regard to a gold mining company which
wasg in operation in this country, but which has
ceased to exist. He admits that he received a
large amount of money for his professional ser-
vices. |am glad that in that particular 1 did
not misrepresent him; and it will be remems-
bered that the ground I took was this: that the
time of a publio servant belongs to the people—
that he is paid for his time, and beciog amply
paid, should be devoted exclusively to the pub-
lic rervice. He told us that he made a large
sacrifice in accepting the office of Provincial
Secretary, and in going to England for seven
months, but he did not tell us of the large pros-
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pective advantages which he expecis in the

higber sphere which he hopes soon to attain ;—

and we must remember that not only his pay as

a delegate, but his official salary, were going on

whiile he was pursuing the object of his ambi-

tion, With his personal ambition I do not find
fault ; but we know that he and his colleagues

have been devoting themselves to effect a

change which will not merely add 2 1-2 p. cen*,

to our taxation for a single year, but will in-
crease our burdens at least 50 per cent. for all
time to come. These gentlemen boast about
the reductions they have made at the eleventh
hour, but I ask them why they did uot apply
the pruning knife when ti.eir own salaries were
involved * They propose to make these reduc-
tions simultaneously with the transfer of our re-
venues to another country, and when as the
member for North Colchester proved the other
day, the duties will be go raised that on fonr ar-
ticles alone we will pay an additional $300,000

a year.

The Provincial Secretary also told us that
when Mr. Howe went to Eng'and on the mis-
sion connected with the Intercolonial Railroad,
he did nothing but secure for himself the office
of Fishery Commissioner. I throw ba k that
slanderous insinuation. Mr. Howe was guilty
of no such meanness ; the office was not vacant
when he was in England, but was conferred on
him when he was in tbis country, and if ever
there was & man who deserved the considera-
tion of the Impsrial Government it was Mr.
Howe. 8o far from bis being guilty of selfish-
pness in connection with Lis visits to England
I know that by his efforts on the subjecs of Con-
federation he has esacrificed his prospects of
preferment, not only with the present - ovirn-
ment of England but also with the party in op
position. When the Reciprocity Treaty was
repealed, he might, if so disposed, have kept
the Fishery Commission open for a couple of
years, receiving his salary, and the Home au-
thorities would not have complained. Instead

- of which he hurried up his work and closed the
commission that he might be in an independent
position to urge upon the Home Government
his views with regard to Ccufederation. { know
also that Lord Stanley, now Foreign Ministar,
sent to my friend a kind note thanking him not
cnly for the mode in which bhe had discharged
the duties of his commission, but for bis pramp*-
pess in closing it up.

It does not become one ia the Provinci-®
cretary’a posiiion to assaita public man who, if
ho is now poor, has bad temptations enorgh to
barich. If the Prov. Sec. bas suddenly b-coms
wealthy, I ask the people to draw the contrast,
and ask themselves whethcr Mr. Howe mi ht
not, if he had chosen to be, now be even mbre
independent in his circumstances. The hon.
gentleman also attempted to explain bis conduct
in accepting the position of City Medical officer,
but it is potorious that not only when out of
office but long after he had been appointed
Provincial Secretary, he canvassed to obtain
and hold that paltry office. “ But,” ssys be,
I remained tnere tha! I might banefit the pror ”

Q
SPe=

‘Was it necessary that the premier of Nova Sco-
Nova Scotis, as he deligh's to call himself,
should seek a subordirate position under the
City Fathers? That reason may satisfy the
hon. member’s friends, but it will pot carry
much weight in the country, unless I misunder-
stand the ntelligence cf the people.

We have been told that io assuming our debt
Canada is to take into consideration our assets
as an offsat. 1 looked into the act and all I can
find is that anv excess of our debt over eight
millions must be a first charge on the futura lo-
cal government of this country. It is true that
certain asset3, with the assent of Canada, repre-
sented hy the increased amount will be our pro-
perty. The n~w Provincia! Building, for ios-
tance, may be assigned to the Local Govern-
ment, but if it is, all we can do is charge the
General Government rent for the Post office
and such other general departments as may ot
cupy it, and to that extent alone will we receive
any.hing from Canada on account of the debt
incurred in connection with its erection As I
said on a previous occasion, my belief is takirg
the information under my hand, and to some
extent groping in the dark for waut of fullerin-
formation, that the debt of Nova Scotia, when
the account is closcd on the 30th of June, will
be $8,500,000. The report of the committee on
Public Accounts shows that the debt on 30th of
September, includ ng a subsequent isste of
Treasury notes, was withina trifle of $8,400,000
—s0 that, agsuming that there is only $100,000
more to bs added, and we know that kreavy lia-
bilities have heen incurred in connection with
the new building and other services—it will be
seen that we will enter Confederation with at
least $600,000 more indebtedness than will be
assomed by Canada. This would not be a very
large sum if we had contr:1 of all our revenues,
byt $25,000 a year to b3 deducted from the
small pittance of 80 cents per head, will be
heavy charge on the local government. Even
this year we had the road grant cut down by
$64.000, by way of preparing us for ‘‘onfedera-
tion, and I do not hesitate to say that unless we
redure the grants to education and navigation
recurities and other indispensable public securi-
ties—if we allow a reasonable sum for the ox-
penses of the Legislature and civil government

by entering confederation with & debt of $250,-

0, we will not have a dollar to spend on our
road and bridges

As regardaretrenchment, I have shown that
the expenditnre in every public department
bas been iwcreased, and that additions were
made to the numbsar of public officers. I con-
clude by repeating that this government that
came in with the cry of retrenchment on their
lins have violated every pledge given to the
people at the hustings. Retrenohment, and
not Confederaticn, as was asserted by a mem-
ber of the Bouse of Commons, w1s preached
at every hustings In.the corntry, and that re-
trenchment scheme has be2n tire fouadation
of Confederation. If it had not hazn for that
cty, leading tho people to belirve that large
sums of money were to be saved, these gqntle-
men would never have been in a posiiion to
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force Confederation on the country. The
Prov. Bec. accused us of claiming credit for all
the good measures which were introducgd
when we were in office, but if ever there was
a set of men who adopted the measure of their
predecessors, with the exception of retrench-
ment, itis the present zovernment The policy
of the late administration was rallway oxten-
sion, and that is th® only policy in connection
with which these gentlemen can truly boast of
success, We bequeathed to them the tariff
under which they have collected tha revenue,
and the railway policy which they have been
8o successful in carrying out, )
Hon. PrOV. S8ECY.—L will not detain the
House by an address of ang length, but I wish
10 express my regret that by a memorandum
prepared from the Journals in the Financial
Sectretary’s office, I was led into an error as to
the amount taken by Mr. Howo for the dele-
®ation to Canada. The sum charged against
him, I understand, includes the expenses of
two of hia colleagues. 'I'he effect of this i3 to
reduce the $4,000, which I stated as drawn by
‘him dauring his term of office, to $3,600, as
against $2500 drawn by me, leaving him
still $1,100 over the sum which I received. I
am g'ad that the hon. memter has referred to
the civil list, because he has thus enabled mo
to state whut I had before overlooked; the
veg inmiportant fact that the moment the go-
vernment accomplished ‘the ohject of getting
power to deal with the civil list, théy intro-
duced a retrenchment bill which reduces the
amounts to be paid to the Legislature and the
differens, public officers by $30,000 a year; and
the hon ‘member trne to his principle of resist-
ing everything liké retrenchment, resisted
that maastre as far as b was able, and that
amount will be savéd to tha country, becacse
we wero enabled to carry the bill in spite o
all the opposition’ which he anl his friends
could give to it. I will not go into the ques-
tion' whether Mr. Howe could or could not
havé retained his oftice for a longer time; but
the statement ot the hon member tallias
strangaly with tho despatch to Mr. Fowo,
whicli {5 on record, recomwmending him to close
the business of his commission as 8oon as pos-
sible. A more imperative command to a pub-
lic offiget to stop drawing the public monoy
never wis pub onrecord, and yet wa are to ac-
cept the »ssurance that Mr. Howe would have
boen allowed to bold on. T did not bring any
such chiirge agalust Mr. Howe as that hia hay!
sought his own interests anly on the delega.
tion, but I sald that the only vesult of that
delegation, for which the hon membar for
East Halifax, as Financial Sacretary, paid Mer.
Howe $1,500, was to obtain a good office for
hitself, and that it therefore ill becamo his
friend to talk about delegations. The hon.
msember tells ug that Mr. Howe did every-
thing in hjs power to accemplish the Intercolo-
uial Railway, but: does it lie in his mouth 1o
say that he was engaged in promotiug the
interests of this country when he was forward-
HLK,D measurs by which the provines was to
pay £50,000 per annum for a railway which
was so worthless that it would not pay for
grease for the wheels? I waut to know what
excuse ho had to make for drawing $1,500
from the pockets of the people. and for en-
désvoring to fasten on the couutry a liability
of £30,000 per annum in connection with a

work which was so worthless as that. We
weie told that the government had adopted
the poliey of their predecessors. Surely that
should not be made a charge against us; bat
there is a great deal of truth in it; and the fact
is, that on every occasion on which we have
come forward and carried to matuarity the
measnures cn which the hen. member aud his
friends had staked their public reputation, we
were met by the most determined hoatility
from him and his colleagues )

On overy question affecting the progress of
this Province, the Lon.-gentleman has assum-
ed the vosition of an obstructive. .All the mea-
sures which my colleagues ‘and myself have
been able to promote have been passed in the
face of the ohstruction of the hon. member.
What did he do in reference to the Pictou Rail-
way? Ho gat over the hon. member for
Yarmouth, and every omne he could
from this sid~ of the house, in order to defeat
and obstruct the Government in their progres-
sive policy. 8o ju respect to the great ques-
tion of Union, to which he and his frieands were
r0 solemnly pledged, Lhe stood forth the un-
comapromising oppovent of the Government
and the goutlemen who united with them to ac-
complish that measure of progress. The samo
éourss bas been pursued by him with respecs
to the Intercolonial Railway. No sooner did
the present Government take it up and deal
~vith it with the same success that has charac-
terized their whole action in respect to all
measurss of progress, then he came forward
and did all that man could do to prevent the
peaple of this Province obiaining that great
work. It was ounly necessary for the Govern-
ment, in fact, to propound their policy on any
question, and the hon. member ever came out
to opposs them. I am quite willing that the
hon. member should chargs us with having
adopted priociples which ho and his friends
had propounded. It iathe first duty of a pub-
lic man to adopt that policy, and to promote
those measures which they believe are esson-
tial to the prOsperibg and development of tho
country. But we have always stood trae to
the principles we have adogbed, and carried
them successfully through,while the honfmem-
ber has deserted them. We have not spent
the public moneys on fruitless delegations, but
can point to the accomplishment of great moa-
aures as the ovidence of ourenergy and zeal in
the public service. I feel, however, that it is
altogether unnecessary for me, to labour thin
guestion, for I feel that the housa as well as
the country full{l uppreciate the position of the
hon. member. He stands before the people the
opponent of measures of progress.

The hon. member bas said that we were un-
abie to give such a large grant to the road and
bridge service tbis year in comsequence of
Confederation. He knows that the press un-
der his control told the people some months
ago that thecountry was iu a baukrupt con.
dition. Yet this Session he has told us that we
weorn able to build a railway to Annapolig, the
Iatercolonial road, and one to Canso as well.
Bat ths hon. member must know that it would
bo impnssible to contiuue the extraordinary
grants Lithertd given to the road and bridge
gervice the moment we had tobear the annual
iaterest on the Picton railway. He knows, too,
that if it had not begn for Confederation we

ould reg bave been able to give the large ox-
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tra grant for the road and hridge service. Our
financial position, when the expenses of ovr
great public works are assumed by the Gene-
ral Government, would be far better than it
would be if we remained without uniting our-
serves with the other Provinces. Then we
have made a large saving in the public ox-
penditure by the measures we have passed
this Session in reference to the local constitu-
tion. The hon. member says we have increas-
ed the public debt by $200,000; supposo we
had, although I deny the : ccuracy of his sta‘e-
ments, have we got nothing to show for it?
How long will it take us to make up that
amount? If helooksat the Provincial Build-
ing being constructed opposite, at the exten-
sion of the Hospital for the Insape, the St, Pe-
ter’s Canal, snd other works of Pravincial im-
portance, he will soon find whore $200,000 has
gone to. But hefore I conclude, let me allude
to another matter which was a disputed point
between us. He questicued the accuracy of
my memory as to the amount expended in con-
nection with laying the corner stone of the Asy-
lam. I gave theamountat £300,butibe stated it
wasonly £320. Now I must admit that I was
wrong, and J cheerfully make the correction
required. But how was I mistaken? Why,I
understated the amount. I find on referring
to a speech of Mr. Ilowe, that that goutleman
gives it at £313 7s.10. X hope, therefore, the
hon. member will acknowledge that my vor-
sion is at least as reliable as his own.

Mr ANNAND—I feel it due to acknowledge
an inaccuracy in stating the amount expended
by the late Government in the entertainment
to which the Provincial Secretary has referred.
Ispoke, not from wemory, but from informa-
tion given by a friend who sat beside me. But
I cannot allow the Provincial Secretary to sit
down witbout replying to the remark in which
he accused me of being an obstructionist. I
tell him thatin all the valuable services which
the Government have rendered I was with
him. I never voted against the grant for edu-
cation, nor for roads and bridges, nor naviga-
tion securities; I neveropposed the extersion
of the railway to Pictou. It is true thatl differ-
ed from the Government on some  points of
policy, and I have felt it my duty to bring
them to book and to ask them why they have
not redeemed the {;ledges which they gave to
the country. The Provincial Secretary lias re-
ferred again and apain to thefaction of the
People’s delegates on the subject of the Inter
colonial Railway. My remark that the road
would not pay grease for the wheels was the
remark of an eminent engineer who had given
the suhject his attention,—and I mustsay that
my faith in that road, as a means of through
traffic, was very much shaken by the report of
Mr. Fleming. After a very thorough examina-
tion, that gentleman demonstrated that the
railway would not be a paying concern, and he
led us to believe that the terminus would be
at St. John. But, as Mr. McLelan proved the
other day, our revenues would have enabled
us to build the road ourselves, and would aln-
have enabled us to goon extending our raso
ways East and West to the extreme bouil-
daries of our Province. When Iam told that
that work is to be a great boon, I ask what are
we to payforit ? On four articles alone we
are to pay $300,000 a year; that, with thein-

2

crease of the advalorem duties, would give
half a million of dollars, and the extire cost of
the road, £3,000,000 at 4 per cent., would only
be $600,000. And, let meask, whatis to be-
coms of our railway extension. hereafter ?
Who supppses that we will get it from Canada,
with their grand projected fortiflcations and -
their expensive canal extension ? But even if
the railroad were a great boon, it would be no

.compensation for the loss of our governwment

and our revenues. We weretold the other day
by the Attorney General that the People’s dele¢ -
gates countinued to oppose the guarantee for
the railway even after the Confederation bill
had passed. Itell him he is entirely wrong
and I bold in my hand a letter from Mr, Howe
stating that the moment he and his friends
found Confederation was suro to pass, they
withdrew their opposition to the railway. T
make that explanation in justice to Mr. Howe;
and as for myself, I could not offer opposition .
when I was on this side of the water.

The Attorney General also taunted us with
not having presented the petitions from the
people. Let me tell him that that taunt does
not become him or his colleagues, for I have
good reason to believe that they did their best
to preventour being recognized at the Colonial
Office, but in that step they did not succeed—
we were heard; and they then used every ex-
ertion to prevent the voice of the paople from
being heard. Butthe Attorney General should
have known better than to charge us with not
presentinémose petitions, for the records of the
Imperial Parliament show that those petitions
were presented by Admiral Erskine, on the 5th
of March, while the bill was in committee, It
is stated to have been the largest petition pre-
sented to the Commons of Engla.ng.

I have been told that the press under my
control represented the country as in a bank-
rupt condition before Confederation; at that
time I was not here, and I do not know that I
ever read the articles referred to, butis it nota
fact that money could not be procured to meet
the checks drawn on the treasury of this Pro-
vince.

Hon. FIN. SEC.—It is not true, and never was.

Mr. ANNAND continued:—I am not able to
state the facts from my own knowledge, but
the general impression in the community to
this day is that the assertions were true, and
that being the case, it was the duty of the press
to represent the facts. The Provincial Secre-
tary has said that we cannot expect to get so
large & sum hereafter for our roads and bridges,
but let me ask why not? We have seen the
revenue increase in one year by $185,000, being
$35,000 more than the interest on the Pictou
railway, and if our customs revenue had not
been taken away, and handed over to another
country, we could have covered the country
from end to end with roads. I would like to
see the face of the Province covered with rail-
ways; and as to the Annapolis road, T may say
that I think that line should have been carried
on by paying acompany a subsidy for twenty
years, and then we would be done with the
liability, and could have gone on with our ex-
tensions. The subsidy would then have been
returned to the treasury, to be re-employed in
the construction of other railways and public
works. Thus the country would have gone on
and prospered, and blossomed as the rose. But
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under the arrangement which has been effected
we are cut shorttin our career ot_‘ progress, and
the splendid prospect before us is marred. We
are to remain, in future, a dependency, not of
the mother country, because direct communi-
‘cation with the Crown is gut off, but of Canada,
and we are to be subjected to her taxation, and
to be drawn into her broils and her isolation.
That word isolation has been used in reference
to Nova Scotia, but Nova Scotia can never be
isolated as long as she remains beside the gea,
forming a part of the maguificent Empire to
which I am proud to belong, and commanding
the ports to which every Englishman sailing
from tbe Mersey or the Thames resorts. We
are to become a dependency of. Canada—to
submit to new trade regulations impoged by a
country cut off from the rest of the world, whose
policy is protection, and to share in her igola-
tion; and our peonle, peaceful, prosperous and
happy, are to be identified with the factions,
and I might almost say, the bankruptcy of
Canada.

Mr, C.J. CAMPBELL—We have heard a good
deal about expenditures for wines, but I can
assure the hon. member for East Halifax that
it was not all used by the supporters of the
government. As regards the expenditure in
the Board of Works, it is no good defence to
say that the late government did wrong, be-
cause every one knows that they were turned
out of office for their misdeeds.

Hon. ATTY. GENERAL—Several matters con-
nected with the closing of the business of the
legisidture bhave called my attention away
from the debate up to this time, but I under-
stand it was produced by an attack made on
the Government by the hon.member for North
Colckester, which was followed up by a series
of attacks on the part of the hon member for
East Halifax. There are persons connected
with dramatic performances who, after being
lost sight of for a time, make their appearance
in so different a costume that they can hardly
be recognized. If the hon. member would only
look in the glass occasionly, and try himself by
the different phrases of character which he has
assumed for the last twenty-five years, he
would hardly know whether he was a repre-
sentative of East Halifax in this legislature or
a native of the Bouth Sea Islands. From the
various Eosmons he has assumed, there i3 no
man in the country who can undertake to say
whether he is in favor of government construc-
tion of railways or construction by companies,
or whether he is in favor of a capitalization or
an annual subsidy for the companies. There
is an old adage which tells us that certain per-
sons of doubtful character should have good
memories, but unfortunately the hon. member
has not a good memory, and he reminds me of
those birds who cover their heads, and think
that their whole body is concealed,~haviug a
bad memory himself he is led away by the
d?\usion that every one else has a bad memory
also.

He accuses us of telling the House that the
people’s petitions were not presented,but he told
us 80 himself the other day, and gave us the
reasons, telling us that he and his colleagues
behaved so badly that they could not find a
man to present them. I felt that if the 40,000
signers of the petition were satisfled with that
excuse we had no great reason to complain,
but he went fnrt;x;r and gave us another reason

—the assertion that there was not time for them
to be presented.. I thoughtthat the intelligent
public outside would hardly accept these state-
ments as correct, and whan in the face of those
asgertiens he now tells us that his excuses
were all a sham, that we did not prévent the
petitions from being presented, and that- they
were really presented, I ask whether the mem-
bers who have heard him, or the people who
read the debates, can place any reliance on
what he says. If the petitions were not pre-
sented, his statement of to-day is untrue,—if
they were tpreseuted. his charge against the
delegates of preventing their presentation is
groundless. He made another statement to-
day with just as much confidence as if he spoke
from his own knowledge—that the authorized
delegates did all in their power to prevent him
and his colleagues from being heard and recog-
nized. I deny the truth of that assertion and
demand the proof;—from my knowledge of the
feelings of every one of my colleagues, I deny
that, by act, word or deed, we did anything to -
prevent those gentlemen from being heard. If
the hon, member does not produce the proof of
his assertion, he must stand condemned as a
man who will bazard an assertion which he
makes out of whole cloth without having the
slightest corroboration to support it.

But the honorable member went further
and not only told wus what took place
while he was in England, but undertook
to contradict my statement of what took
place after he left. He says it is not true that
the people’s delegates tried to prevent the pas-
sage of the guarantee bill when they found
that the Confederation bill was likely to pass,
but I ask bhim did he sign a document bearin
his name which was presented to the House o
Commons, and which made use of every argu-
ment to induce the Parliament and the public
of England to come to the conclusion that if the
railroad were built it would not pay grease for
the wheels? But I take the statement which
he has just made, and which he gives not only.
on his own bebhalf but on that of his colleagues,
that the opposition to the guarantee bill was
withdrawn, and I make to the House a state-
ment not from hearsay, but from actual khow-
ledge: the gentleman who led the hon.member
from East Halifax and others into opposition
to union, in my presence and in the presence of
members of the Imperial Parliament after the
union bill had passed a second reading, and it
was known that it was merely awaiting the
guaranty, used language calculated to raise
distrust in the colonies, and as far as words
could go, induced those who heard him to be-
lieve that the guaranty would have to be re-
iiee(l]ned out of the pockets of the pgople of Eng-
and,

That is my answer to the hon. gentleman’s
assertion, and I give it thus specifically be-
cause he has challenged it. The reply I made
at the time was to this effect: “Is that the lan-
guage that is now used to the people of Eng-
Jand ? I can recollect when a gentleman came
from Nova Scotia whom the peoPle expected to
return with seven millions of dollars, and they
were vieing with each other to reward him for
this very work.” Then the hon. member tells
us that the petition was the largest ever pre-
sented in England, but he must have a very
imperfect knowle(ige of the number of names
usually appended to petitions in England, or
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" he would have known that hundreds of thou-
sands of names are sometimes presented. He
asked us also why we should not hereafter
have as large a sum as hither!o for our roads
and bridges. Does he expect an answer to that
question when himself and others who are ob-
strocting us, have so lately declared that there
would be no means by which the annual lia-
bility for the construction of the Annapolis
Railway conld be met ? I cananswer him in
his own words, but one who heard his declara-
tion to-day, that even with Confederation, by
holding on tc the subvention, the whole debt
connected with that extension would be paid
in twenty years, and the picture presented by
the future before us would be a most beautiful
one to contemplate. Ifhe makesthe calcula-
tion he will find that, by putting away $5000
a year, he will effoct that object even yet. We
were to give $16,500 a year, under the former
arrangement %0 the Company,and now we are
to give $11,000, 80 that by investing the balance
we will have the debt paid in twenty years.
The hon member ridiculed the idea of Nova
Scotia being isolated while 'he flag of England
remained to protect us. Lt me ask him if that
is the language he always holds, and if he and
his colleagues did not say to the people of
England that a sufficient number of troops
could beraised in the State of New York in
a month to take these Colonies from the the
grasp of England ? If that assertion was true,
and the Colonies united would bein so bad a
position, I ask him where would little Nova
Scotia be with her population of 300,000 inhabi-
tants ?
more open to attaclk, unless she has something
more reliable than her own resources for de-
fence.

As I said at the outset I have not been able to
give much attention to the debate, but I will now
refer to the action of the member for North Col-
chester who, a case in Which a complaint was
urged against a certain expernditure by the Go-
vernment He was a momber of the Comumittee
on Pablic Accounts, and, in connection with his
duty, had laid before bim certain accounts of the
Board  of Works concerning which he makes a
variety of complaints. Now, I ask, has he done
his duty to the other members of the Committee,
ornot? Did he do his duty to the country, if,
having complaints to make, he ‘did not bring
them to the notice of the gentlemen operating
with_ him in the Committee ? Did be send for the
Chairman or any member of the Board of Works
to explain the alleged irregularitis? As far as
I can learn he took no such action, and I regret
that the hon member is not in his place to an-
swer thore questions. Why he has thus run
away before his conduct was enquired into, is for

_him to settle with the House, but I can only say
that if he desired that justico should be done and
a fair investigation had, why did he say nothing
ia the committee or to the Government about the
matters in connection with which ha experienced
difficulty ? It is evident that tho correction of the
accounts end the saving of the public m»ncy were
not his objects, for he waited till the committee
reported, and then brought here charges against
individuals without taking the tronble to ascer-
tain whether they were correct or not. His de-

Her position on the sea renders her,

sire, without doubt, was to get something on
which he could attack the Government, making
his constituency believe that there was something
wroug in the public departments without giving
us the slightest opportunity for defenco. That is
not & position which will recommend itself to the
House or to the counntry, as one that an honora-
ble and prudent man would occupy. The hon
member avoids this by saying that on another
subject he applied to the Fin Secretary’s office for
jnformation and could not obtaia it; hut let us
see whether he was not going beyond his com-
mission.

It is a safe rule I think that a man who sricks
to his businéss is ‘most likely to ba successful in
its accomplishment, and let us see what the hon.
membar's duties were.  He is appointed to take

"up and examine the Public Accounts to 30th

Sep., and he went and applied for a statement of
balances due by the Coilectors to 30th March.
This is the information which he complained of
not getting, but I hold it was not within the scope
of his duty to ask for it; he was srrozating to
bimself daties which did not belong to him. Ido
pot wish to say anything «ff:nsive ty the hon.
member, but I desire that the public should know
that when he was refused that information he had
departed from the duty assigned him.

Mr. LoNGLEY: - I was not in the House to-day
when the hon. member for East Halifax made an
attack on the government, and I may Tnot there-
fore be fully aware of the tenor of his remarks,
but I am informed that ho made an sallnsion to
the wood contract recently catered into on the
Railway Department. Being a party to the con-
tract I am willing to bear my share of responsibi-

 lity and I think I can shew that the contract was

not a disadvantageous one. I will state the prices
which ‘the department has paid for wood daring
the three or four yesrs preceding the commence-
ment of Mr. Hyde’s contract, and also the prices
paid outside of that contract because the agree-
ment does not include the Windsor branch. In
1863 we paid for wood $2.31 per cord, in 1864,
$2.38, in 1866, $2 52, in 1866, $2 91.

Now itjmust be borne in mind that though the
contract is dated 1st April, 1865, yet up to the
year terminating 3pth Sepr, we had used only
2000 cords from Mr. Hyds, and yet the avera
price of wood for that year including Mr. Hyde’s
wood was, a3 I have sald, $291. It is believed
that the wood furnished by Mr. Hyde will be.
worth ten per cent more than that furnished here-
tofozo, because he is not only obliged to keep a
large supply on hand, but he is to furnish season
ed wood for shdd —assuming, however, the quality
to be the same as heretofore, it will be $2.72 per
cord or 19 cents less than the regular price, and
if it is to be worth ten per cent more, then its cost
would only amount to $2 00.

But there are other facts to_shew that the coa-
tract will be advantageons. We paid at Shuben-
acadie and Stillwater, right in the woods, in 1866,
$2.89 per cord. In 1863 the consumption of
wood by the department was 4,150 cords; the con-
sumption in the nine months of 1864 was 8,400
cords ; and that of 1866 was nearly 7,000 cords.
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-Notonly has the price, therefore, been rapidly in-
creasing, but the consumption has becn increas-
ing in the sume ratio, and I am not guite sare
but we would have had to pay by tender and con-
tract, in 1867, fully $3 00 even for the wood in an
imperfect state- There is the best evidence that
belore the end of the five years we would have
had to pay $3.25 or $3.50 per eord; and I there-
fore think that the hon. member is likely to make
about as much advantsge out of this transaction
asout of the others which he #o bungled. He
evidently feels that he cannot do worse than he
has dons, and he continues floundering about in
the hope that something will occur to better his
.position, In connection with this subject, I am
in & positition to furnish tho opinion of one whose
experience of twenty-five or thirty years should
entitle his views to some consideration. Before
entering into the contract, having some doubts
as to the propriety of making an agreement run-
ning so far ahead, I made enquiries of the loco-
motive superintendent, and he stated that his ex-
perience led him to beliave that wood obtained at
$3 per cord is cheaper to burn thancoal. Itis
supposed by many that as the railway will run to
Pictou harbor, opposite the coal fields, where an
inexhaustible supply is to be obtained, it would
be cheaper to burn coal; but experience shows
that the contract with Mr. Hyde was dictated by
economy, and is likely to prove advantageous te
the department.
. Mr Ax~Axp—As the hon gentleman has cho-
sen to make an attack wpon me, I would only
tell him that if I were disposed to give him a cer-
tificate of character, I would quote the language
of Mr Archibald, who described a certain build-
ing across the harbor as the appropriate place for
the Railway Commissioner. It is unfortunate
that the hon gentleman did not hear my remarks,
for they did not relate to the prices, as ¥ knew no-
thing of them ; but I contended that it was a piece
of administrative mismacagement, with the rail-
way ranning into the heart ¢fa coal region, to
enter into a contract for tha supply of wood for
five years. I am content to leave it to the judg-
ment of any engineer to say whether that was a
provident bargain or not, and I know it is contras
ry to the reports made by the engineers of previous
governments. Tho hon member is one of thos-
gentlemen who came.in on the cry of retrench-
ment, and his idea was that the late comissioner
should receive :£250 instead of £600 per annum,
bat he himself has found no difficulty in taking
£600 a year whilo he hag been in offico. The
hon member’s consistency, however, shews itself
in everything. A fow years ago he proclaimed
that “rum and railways were the ruin of the
country.” Iam not prepared to say whether ho
-has changed his views es to rum, but we know
that he has not hesitated to accept the post of
Chief Commissioner of Railways. As to his ca-
pacity for that position, we will ascertain whether
the General Government, requiring the services
of first-rate men, will continue his engagement.
Hon. ProVv, 8EC.~—AsS to the statement that
the hon. member, for East Halifax and his col-
leagues on the delegation withdrew their hos-
tility to the Intercoeﬁmiul Railway immediate-

ly on the passage of the Unlon Bill. I would
ask whether he has any informaticn of Mr.
Howe going to the gentlemen whom lLie had
urged to oppose the d;msu-x\nty-‘wvhose opposi-
tion ha had boasted of—to one of the most
talented membersof tha Commons, Mr. Lawe
and confessed to them that be had deceived
and misled them. Ifhe did so, and if he asked
permission to withdraw the statement that qur
credit was not worth a ‘dollar, and that a man
trusting British America & pound would lese
it, because we would repudiate the debt,then
hoe is in a position to say that their oppe-
gition to the railway was withdrawn, bat he
must not tell me that the opposition was
withdrawn. After the Union Bill was endors
ed by an ovewhelming majority, that hon.
member in the house and in the press did his
best to defeat tho project and to prevent the
Provinees having the benefit of three millions
of ponnds sterling expended among them. I
could take up the paper edited -by the hon.
gentleman and could shew thehouse.that day
by day he denounced the railway as a worth-
less expenditure of the public money. If he
and tho party with which he co-operates could
succeed in deluding the people ot the County
of Halifax and of the country, into believing
his statemerts and supporting their candidates
they would prevent the constructicn of a mile
of railway in the Province. The portion of
the line which is‘ready to be taken up at once
is the portion between Truro and Moncton, but
if these gentlemen could succeed in procuring
the return of nineteen members to the House
of Commons, pledged to demand a repeal of
the Union they would cut off this Province
from the rest of British America, and what go-
vetnment conld be found in Canada willing to
expend a dollar on a line of railway. until the
lapse of half a dozen years when the safety of
the experimeni wag tried?

If tho hon, member can convince the people
of Canada and New Brunawick, who will be
united, because New Brunswick will send a
united phalanx of union men to strengthen the
hands of the firat government to be formed to
secure the construction of the road, that he has
withdrawn hisopposition in the face of his de-
claration that the business of the remaining
portion of his life would be to cat off Nova Sco-
tia from the rest of British America, making
8t John the termin-s as a matter of necessity,
then he will have to take back these declara-
tions which he has made in the press and on
the platform. But while the gaper under his
control and the party with whom he acts are
putting repeal on their banners, and ahowing
a determination to obstruct the union, if
were & Canadian or a New Brunn.r‘io T with
a seat in Parliament, I wyuld say, old your
hand; if Nova Scotis is determined nof to as-
alat in carrying out the greatobjects of union,
and to break up tle Conx‘ederationi it would be
an act of insanity to spend a doliar in Nova
Scotia until the question is faily tried out, and
until ten years hence i: ig seen.whether repeal
is to be the motto, or whether Nova Scotia is
prepared to show the bensfits flowing from the
Aot of Unfon.” The position of the hon. mem-
ber-and of every anti-unionist at this hour ia
the position of total antagonism to the Interco-
lonial fRailway, and if the people of Halifax
and therest of the Provinco expect such men
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a8 their representaves, I do not hesitate to say
that we conld not expect such an act of in-
sanity asthe expenditure of a pound on the
foruon of the railway which shounld ran
hrough Nova Scotia. If therearemen among
us 80 reckless of their own position in the eye
of the public as to take up the attitude of ob-
s'ruction, and to place themselves in a position
to be over-ridden by the public sentiment of
the country, I have no fear of the action of the
intelligent citizens of Halifax, knowing how
deeply they are interested in giving such co-
operations as will secure to this city all the
benefits to resalt from the construction of the
great highway of nations, and the action which
I think will take place in this constituency will
be endorsed by every intelligent constituency
in the Province. The hon. member for East
Halifax has gone too far in his declarations re-
specting the position of this Province and the
Intercolonial Railway, to obtain the confidence
of any number of the eloctors. Whoever will
be elected, the selection will be made irom
among those who have a regard for the posi-
tion and prosgerity of the Province. for the
ople know that to elect the men who have

n traducing every public man who has
given his aid to the union, and have been
trampling on and treating with zontempt the
credit of Canada, would be only explicable on
the ground that they are utterly blinded to
their interests and to the prosperity of the
country. Now that the policy of union is set-
tled, many of its strongest opponents will be
found like the Custas of this country, who, in
taking his seat as chairman of the meeting the
other eveniug, and that he had takem a very
active part in politics, but he felt that, regard-
less of the past, now that union has become the
law of the land, as loyal citizens we are bound
to come out, and giving the law our support,
place the representation in the hands of the
friends of union. SnF¥ose that to-morrow the
member for East Halifax were elected to serve
in the House of Commons, with what face could
he rise in that Parliament and ask the aid of a
single man on one side or the other in any
question in which the interests of Nova Scotia
were concerned? After the asgertion that Ca-
nada was in a bankrupt condition, made not-
withstanding that her debentures and ours are
the highest o any of the Provinces, from the
fact that, aithough she had made enormous ex-
penditures in connection with defence and in
the extension of her canals, her surplus was
80 large as to warrant her credit being placed
as high as ours, flourishing as is the financial
condition of Nova Scotia. I ask even if a con-
stituency in Nova Scotia were found to elect
him_to-morrow, where would he hide his
head? To ask for any consideration for his
country would require an amount of audacity
even exceeeding that which he displayed in at-
tacking the financial policy of the govern-
ment The ground on which I confidently ex-
pect that the interests of Nova Scotia will be
considered paramount to those of any section
of British America is that we have men of
standing and ability who will go to the uaited
Parliament and lay before it claims which no
Parliament could ignore. We will find men
in the ranks of both the Liberal and Conser-
vative parties, who, without reference to the
political differences heretofore existing among
us, will go there and claim that consideration

which is due fo those who have carried for-
ward the great measura of union on which bur
common prosperity depends, . .

The union bill was carried in the British
Parliament notwithatanding all that the hon.
member for East Halifax and his colleagues
could do to damage the credit of the Province,
to ropresent therailway as a useless undertak-
ing, and to make it appear that the object of
Nova Scotia was to break up aud destroy the
Confederation. We have had it represented
to-day, and have heard through the anti-union
press, that Nova Scotia is in 80 helpless a con-
dition'that all the government of the United
States has to do is to refuse to establish com-
mercial relations with usin order to embarrass
our trade, and that they can come down when-
ever they pleage and seize on the colonies, I
ask if that is tha way to advance the interes's
of the country—to proclaimn that we must fall
a helpless prey to the first aggressor? He says
that to attempt to open up. a trade with any
other country than the States is useless, and
he follows it up by denouncing the men who
have striven ‘o place us in a most prosperous
condition. commercially, and to bring to our
aid the whole force of the Empire in the event
of an attack. I do not wonder that this gen-
tleman, instead of being like the delegates sent
by this legislature, ready to go back and place
their future fate and fortunes in the hands of
the electors; conscious of
skrinks from the defeat to which he must ex-
pose himself in going before any constitnency.
He sends to the county of Queens to see if
that nonsmnez}:iy will afford him an escape
from the averted faces of the electors of East
Halifax, and back comes the modifying reply
that, though money to any amount haﬁ been
offered by the capitalistsa who are ready to
back him, an anti-unionist could be returned
for Queens. That is the position in which he
has placed himself by endeavoring to place tha
country in guch a condition as would make us
a bye-word and laughing-stock for all time to
come. Having committed himself to that
course it is t0o late for him to say that it was a
little gxece of deception used for another ob-
Jject; he cannot thus wipe out the record that
will stand against him to the end of time. I
do not wonder in tho face of that record that
on his retarn from England, as he told us the
other day, on making a hasty visit to his con-
stituents, he told his friends in Halifax that he
had made up his mind to bid good-bye to pub-
Hc life. I can only say as regards myself that
1 should like to do the same, I have accom-
plished as much for my country as most pub-
lic men could have dvne, and would be glad
now to escape from the turmoil and responsi-
bility of the public service, but I feel that hav-
ing undertaken a great respousibility in deal-
ing with the question of union, it would ill be-
come me, having no such record against me as
that which stands against the hon membgr for
East Halifax, to shrink from devoting my
services still further to my country, more espe-
cially as my exertions in connection with this
great question will give me an advantage over
most of mtg countrymen in claiming consider-
ation for the claims of the Province,

Mr. ANNAND - It must be evident that the hon
gentleman is in a most desperate condition when
he is willing to place the whole fate of his party

what he deserves,
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on the single question of the Intercolonial Rail-
“way. 1 am surprised that he of all others should
rise here and speak of the people—he who sold
their interests and denied thom the right evéa to
speak by petition to the House of ommons.
ow has he the audacity to mention the people or
to present himself before any constituency ! Are
the people of Nova Scotia less worthy than those
of New Branswick, who -have been allowed to
speak twice, when we are denied the privilego al-
together? If the people of Nova Scotia gave
him the treatment he might expect, they would
pitch him over the first hustings at which he pre-
gented himself. The Prov. Secretary nndertook
to censure my language in referenca to tho public
men of Canada, but we find the leader of the
opposition of that country stgling them the * cor-
ruptionists of Canada.”” Whatjs the history of
their finances but & continur*ion of decficicncies
from year to year?

I am told that I tried to destroy the public
credit. ‘That is not true; but in speaking of
British America under Canadian rule, I had a
right to draw the inference that these “ corrup-
tionists’” would be faithless to their engagements
with the mother country. If the credit of Cana-
da has risen lately, as was bosted so loudly, it
was by means of manipulations which we fully
understand ; but I hold in my hand a copy of the
Canadian News, the organ of the Grand Trunk
Railway Company, and 1 find it states that the
debentures of Nova Scotia are at present from 97
to 99 while those of Canada are from 95 to 97.
With that dammirg fact stated by their own nu-
thorities, how dare any one make the assertion
that the credit of Canada is superior to that of
Nova Scotia? If the Intercoloulal Railway had
been fifty times as valuable as it is, my action
would have been the same, aad I would not ever
for that consideratrcn have given up the liberties
of my country. Weknew that tho railway schemo
was an essential part of the union arrangement,
and wo hoped, by combiuing the opposition on
theso two ineasures, to defeat the bili. We are
told that we may not have the terminus of the
railway if we send nineteen mombers of the Nova
Scotia party to Ottawa. If Halifax be the natural
terminus, and the interests of trade requirc that
the road should extend here, it would be imma-
terial wherher Nova Scotia formed part of the
Confederaticn or not.  But we find Mr. Adderly,
the Assistant Secretary for the Colonies, stating
that the cost of thg road would be four millions
sterling, and we find that only three millions have
been provided. We see also that this three mil-
lions will just build the road to St. John ; and I
therefore charge it upon tho delegates that they
were recreant to their.duty in not making it a part
of the agreement that the construction of the rail-
way should commence simultaneously at Riviere
du Loup and Truro. In that casc the interests
of Nova gcotia would have been safe, which the
are not now. It is true the Union Act declares
it to be the duty of Canada to carry the road to
completion ; but wa seo the Canadians wers not
bound by their minute of council in 1862, and if
it were not for their breach of faith on that occa-
sion, we might now be connected by rail with

Quebec. 'We are asked what we have to expect
in sending nineteen anti-anionists to Ottawa. We
expect to be represented by men who will not de-
ny tho people the right to spsak—who will, as =a
body of Nova fcotians, protect us, guarding our
rights from invasion, and who will not act like the
delegates who went to Canada, forgetting their
country &s soon as they turned their backs upon it.
The gentlemen going frem Nova Scotia will, 1
trust, stand in one firm phalanx, true to the peo-
ple who send them there. T am asked if wo re-
querted Mr. Lowe to withdraw his opposition to
the Intercolonial Railway : that I caanot say, but
I hava it from Mr. Howe that the moment Con-
federation was settled he ceased opposition, and
I believe put himself in communication with
thoso from whoumn he expected support, and ask-
ed that their opposition cease. As to Mr, Lowa,
I can only say that the firsy intimation we had
that that gentleman would oppose the guaranteo
was received from an intimate acquaintancs of the
Provincial Sccrotary on the other side of the wa-
ter. The Provincial Secretary, as I have said, is
the last man to rise here and make a passionate
appeal. If he had doue by ths people as Mr.
Tilley did by the peopls of Now Brunswick, and
the electors had given their soleran asgent to the
measare, I would not have said another word ;
but as the people have been denicd their ordinary
rights, I for one will not cease to sgitate for
the return to Ottawa of men who possess the pub-
lic confidence - men who would not have denied
the peopla the right to speak. If the peopla of
this Province were to aldress the House of Com-
mons in something like this language: “ You -
have been imposed on ; the chairman of the Grand
Truok Railway told you that the question had
been before us at every hustings, whereas our
voica has neverbeen asked uutil recently,when we
hurled all theso men from power who have ven-
tured thus to mislead you,”’—1 ask, wonld there
be any harm ia requesting the British Parliament
to release us, and to restore the old relations mak-
ing us once more A colony not of Canada, but of
England? Surely there can be no treason in that
sentiment, and it could not but benefit this Pro-
vince to have restored to it the large and increas-
ing revenues which we possess, and to remain o
dependency of England.

Hon Prov SEc—I have only one remark to
make, and that is in rolation to the action of New
Brunswick. We have given the Opposition two
years to find & case in which a minister, with a
majority in Parliament, ever appealed to the peo-
ple, and not being able to produce one such case,
they yet rise and repeat the old story about the
rights of the people having been invaded. In
New Brunswick the Premier thought to advanco
the measure by dissolving the House, and whata
spectacle was presented. By means of certain
influences brought to bear an overwhelming ma-

y | jority was returned egainst the measure, and a

second appeal resulted in the people sending an
overwholmmg majority to its sugyort. Would
that be a creditable spectacle for Nova Scotia to
present? But let me ask the hon member if he
did not, on the face of public document, declare
that the action of New Brunswick was the greatest
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brand of disgrace that could rest on a people, and
was only to be compared to a corrupt verdict
given by a brow-beaten jury ?

The Hcuse then adjourned.

Fripay, May 2 -

House met at 11 o'clock.

Mr WmitmaN presented a report from the
Comnittee on Crown Lands, and introduced in
accordance therewith a biil to make void & grant
of Crown Lands,

BILLS.

The House then went into Committce o Bills,
and passed tho bill to provide for the rosd s-r-
vices in the County of Digby ; the bill to provide
for the buildicg of a bridge across the Salmen
River, in the Coun}y of Guysboro’; the bill rela-
tive to tho Station for the Windsor and Annape-
lis Railway; tho bill to repeal Chap 19 of the
Actsof 1859, and to substitate other provisions
in liea thereof ; the bill to amend Chap 70, R S,
 Of Railroads,” being in referenca to the appor-
tionment of railway damages in Hants County ;
the bill to legalize tho list of electors, and the bil
to enable the Trustees of Preston School Sectiol
o obtain certain lands. -

The bill introduced by the Crown Land Com
mittee, to make void the grant to Mary McDon"
ald and others, was then taken up.

Hon F1x Skc said that this bill would have the
effect of setting aside a judgment delivered by one
of his colleagues and himself. A person named
Ronald McDonald, some years ago, had jlodged
money for a grant, and before the grant was is-
sued Mr I’ Smyth obtained a judgment against
him. On the death of McDonald the grant was
claimed by the wife and heirs on the one side, and
Mr Smyth on the other. The decision had been
in favor of the former.

Hon ArTY GEN explained that Mr Smyth was
not only a judgment creditor, but had taken ort
letters of administration, under which this pro-
perty had been sold to pay the debts of McDon-
ald, and the grant, therefore, interfered with the
rights of the other creditors. .

Mr ARCHIBALD expressed himself adverse to
tho policy of making the grant, but said that if the
principle of the bill were adopted it would make
the rights of property dependant on a vote of the

_ Legislatare,

Mr 8 McDoxNELL said that if McDonald were
living his heirs would not receive the grant, and
their rights should not prevail over Mr Smyth’s,
who stood in the place of their father as regards
his title.

- Mr Mrrier agreed that nothing bui sn ex-
treme case wonld justify the legislation proposed,
but this was an extreme case. A serious wrong
had been done and some remedy should be given.

Hon M- SHANKON, as one of /the members of
the Execurive who gave the decision, said that
the conclusion they had arrived at so far com-
mended itself to his judgment, that he would take
the same course if the matter were open sgains

Hon Fix SECRETARY thought that the Judge
in Equity should have the power possessed by
the' Chancellor in England of making void any
graut by which a palpable wrong was done. He,

however, susteined the grant which bad been
made to the widow and heirs )

Mr ArcriBaLp suggested that the matter be
compromised by Mr Smith being compensated for
whatever injury he had sustainea.

Mr C J CamupBriLL said that the Crown Land
Committce wera torced ou a consideration of the
whole case to the conclusion at which they aniv-
ed. The revocation of the grant wounld leave the
parties in their original position, and they could
then take their legalremedy. Ho was opposed to
compensation being made from the treasary.

on ATrY GENERAL agreed with Mr Archi-
bald that the proposed legislation would be un-
constitutional. He supported the proposal for
compensation.

Mr TownseEND was of opinion that the go-
vernment’ had done pertectly right in making the
grant. l’e thought it would be outrageous to
give Mr. Smyth the amount of tho judgment ;—
how conld it be ascertained what portion of it was

aid ?
P Mr MILLER replied that Mr Smyth’s affidavit
that the debt was still outstanding, was attached
to the paper. :

Mr CJ Camrsxriy said that this case shewed
the necessity for placing at ‘the heads of depart-
ments men who were fitted for the work. The
general opinion seeried to be that- the lawyers
were fitted for everything.

Mr MicLER said that the disputes would be
greatly multiplied if it were not for the legal
training of the men of whose unfitness the hon
member complained. :

Hon ArTY GEN moved that the bill be referred
toa select Committee to report tho amount which
‘\]v'ould compensate Mr Smyth for the injury done

im.

Mr TownNsEND moved that the proposal for
compensation be not agreed to.

Mr Hatr1eLp seconded. The original reso-
lation passed 18 to 12.

Tho Committee adjourned.

HALIFAX ROAD SCALE.

Hon Mr Smansox laid on the table the road
scalo for Halifax Co.

Mr ANNAND regretted that a difficulty had
arisen this session for the first time between his
colleagues from West Halifax and himself on the
subject of the road monies. He contended that
the special grant for the County shonld be subdi-
vided before the prorogation of the legislature.

Hon Mr SmaxNoN did not see what the road
scalo had to do with the special grant, which was
always left in the hands of the Government.

Mr ANNAND said that the hon gentleman was
biragelf a member of the Government, and, under
the arrangement proposed, would himself control
the special grant entirely.

Mr PrYoR said that the course pursned was tho
one alw;iys adopted.

The House adjourned.

AFTEBNOON SESSION.

The house resumed at 3 o’clock.
Hon. Prov. SEC. lald on the table corres-

pondence relative to the Naval Brigade.
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Mr. HEFFERNAN moved the second reading
of the bill relative to the sittings of the Supreme
Court In the Ce. of Guysboro'.

SUTHEREAND AND MITCHELL'S CONTRACT

Mr ARCHIBALD asked the Government if
they were disposed to lay on the iable the pa-
pers connected with the peti‘ion and con-
tract of Messra. Sutherland and Mitchell. He
understood that this firm entered into a con-
teact for the coastruction of a section of the
Pictou Railway, under which they continued
to work until the 19:h of January. Tiey then
signed a docu?mnt agreeing to comio in under
the contract of Mr. Fleming, but they stated
that with the effect of this documant they
were not acquainted at the time, and this
seemed reasonable, because it was no* known
uantil the meeting of the Legislature ti:a" Mr.
Fleming had assumed the work, They ¢inim-
ed from the Government $12,000, and an ::ddi-
tional sum from Mr. Fleming, and asked hat
the papers be laid before the house.

Hon. ProvV SEC. taid that no committc o
could examine in‘o the master at that period
of the Session, and he did not think it would
be wise to recognize the claims even if there
were time.

The Government were satisfied that these
contractors Lad no claim whatever against the
treasury, and their claim against the coutrac-
tor they could contest in a court of law at any
time. He had gone personally over the Pictou
line in company with the Chief Commissioner,
the Attorney General, and Mr. Fleming, and
on coming to the section of the petitiouners it
was found that they proposed to substitute
tunpels for certain bridges and masonry, but
the price they named was beyond what was
reasonable; but asthe engineor stated that
they had taken tle contract low, especially the
masonty, on which they must lose heavily, the
Government allowed them their own price.
The house would understand his surprise, on
seeing by the account that, after getiing the
change wade on their own terms, they charg-
ed $5000 for the substitution. The Governiaent
were, however, quite willing to allow them to
establish any claim they had in a courtof law.

Mr. ARCHIBALD said tbat he kad the au-
thority of the contractors for stating that the
entire work had been dorme at the rates pre-
scribed. He was not prepared to enter iato
the discussion, but had hoped that the claim
would be adjusted by the house without the
delay of litlgauon’.

CONSUMERS’ GAS COMPANY BILL

The Legislative Council having sent down
this bill, ‘with an amendment compelling the
new compsauy to give compensation to the Ha-
lifax Gas Light Company for the use of their
trenches, and compel them to lay their pipes
four fect from the present pipes,—

Hon, FIN. SEC. moved that the amendment
be not agreed to.

Hon. PROV. SEC. moved in amendment that
that portion of the clause proposed by the
Council which compelled compensation be
agreed to, and that the remainder be struck
out. He said that if the new company availed
themselves of the expenditare of their prede-
ceseors, it was only right that they should pay
for the privilege; tbut he did not see why a
useless expenditure of £20,000 or £30,000 shounld
be insisted on. .

Mr. ANNAND said he was glad that the pro-
nosal for compeusation comusuded itself to
thie bouse; the measure would otherwise be a
very arhitrary ouve.

Mr. BLACKWOOD said tliat the committes on
private bills Lhad recommended the four feet
clanse. Hs would, however, guppo:t the com-
pensation clause. )

Mr PRYOR thought that some guard for the
water pipes should be inserted. They would
be exposed to the frost in cnse of the trenches
being openad by the Gas Cornpany doring the
winter

The motion of the Provincial Secretary then
passad.

BRITISH AND AMERICAN TELEGRAPH COM-
PANY,

The "*ouse theu went into committee on bills,
and took up the bill to incorporate the British
and American Telegraph Company.

Mr BLANCHARD said that 1ha Novi: Scotia
Comnany, by petition, opposed tha clausa giv-
ii ¢ the right to the new company 1o es*ablish
lizes of telegraph through the Provin:u-, be-
cause they were compelled to mairtain a bum-
ber of lines which paid nothing, aud the new
company would have the righ' to taks from
them the profit of the payicg lin: s«

Hon. ATTY, GEN. gaid he wasg fully dispoged
to guard the interests of tHhe N::vai Scotia Com-

any, but the bill propossd nuti'ng aore than
it was necessary for tho new compauy to
Lave. By the arrangemeat iecently made,
matters were in_ this siate: that for the next
five years tho Nova Scotia Crmiiny weunld
only get five per cen*, for tha use f tha linea
from the Wastern Unien Comypany, who had
the lease. The original sharcs were §20 each,
but thoy had been far below that, and had
only risen to $16 when the cable was laid, and
they had lately cold at §10.25. The new com-
pany-proposed to land a cable at Halifax, and
would require sach land accominodation as
woul enable them to trausmit their messages,

The present cable did not give one-sixth of
tha accommmodation that was required, and the
rnew company proposed to transiwis at one-fifth
of the present rate, and it would toerefore be
the interest of the old Company to impedo the
operation of the new, and therefore such pow-
ers a8 were necesgsary to the ent«rprizs should
be given intha bill. It wadtrue thatthe Wes-
tere Union Company had the right, if the in-
come on the Nova Scotin lines diminished, to
give up the lease, but he was convinced tixat
the business would be increased by eight times
after the laying of the cable and the reduction
of the price. It was expocted that Halifax
would bo the great railway rerminus, and if
the cable were laid to this city the present
danger of news being intercepted would be ob-
viated, bnt the company would vo% lay the
cable to Halifax unlegs they conld be ensured
of the requisite accommodation. He believed
that the interests of the Nova Scotia Company
would not be prejudiced, and said that the pe-
tition against the bill was only agreed on by
the casting vote of one of the directors. They
offered no acceptable compromise, and were
amply protected, becanse the Brilish ar.d Ame-
rican Company would not lhave the right to
conatruct & land line uunless they counld not
obtain proper transmission. It was suggested



200 DEBATES AND

PROCEEDINGS

that the decision as to the exercise of this right
bs left in the bands of the Governor and Coan-
cil, but it would not be fair to ask a company
to invest £600,000 under such terms, in view of
the influences which had been broughbs to bear
in some such enterprizes previously.

Mr. BLANCHARD said that when the calle
was laid the Nova Scotia company gave notice
of the termination of the lease, and the leass
was actually terminated, but finding that a
large amount of property would thus ba thrown
on their bauds, an arrangement was mads for
the payment of five per cent The cable had
taken away all the business that resulted from
the transmission of news by the steamers. He
could not understand how the Nova Scotia
Company would be benefltted by the opera-
tions authorized in the hill. At present tha
news was sent to New York and then sent
back to Halifax, because 1t would not be paid
for here, and it would not be paid for even at
the reduced rate. There had been no complaint
made 8o far as to want of accommedation, and
it should be remembered that the Nova Scotia
company were operating under heavy burdens.
The Montreal company having control of the
Canadian lines had authortzed our company
to put an additional wire upon their pnats at
their expense for the transmission of cur mes-
sages. He was willing to give any nacessary
safe gunard, but he was not willing that the go-
veronment should step in and appoint the one-
rators who would be paid by the company,
and compel the building of a new line for the
cable accommodation, when the cuble might
not be in operaticn more than a few months.

Mr. ARCHIBALD #aid that when fault had
been found with the managemont of the lives
every alteration suggested was carried ont,
and the Nova Scotia Company was doing the
work at a cheaper rate than existed in any
part of the world. If there was a reasonable
prospect of the cable being s successful experi-
ment, he would be in favor of giving the new
company the strongest security, and if the
Nova Scotia Company failed in transwitting
the messages, be would zive the right to ds-
cide whether the new lina should be built to
the Governor anl Council; but the bill ae-
sumed that they would not give tte acrom-
modation. . :

Hon. ATrv (¥ said that this proposal ap-
peared ‘resc : - le, but it was not such as a
compan; c. ki beexpetted to expend £600,-
000 under  The Directors wonld sav that if
the Nova Scotia Company had such i- finence
in the Legislature as to prevent the nrssnge
of the bill without that modification, ‘h: s.ne
infinences would bs bronght to hear vp n tha
Governor aud Council.

Mr. ARCHIBALD 8aid thatall tho ns « vom-
pany had arightto demand was a secuvi y for
the transmission of their messagas,—th:» vested
rights of the Nova Scotia Company sh nlil nos
be interfered with.,

Hon. F1N. SEC. said he wou'd ba stvongly
disposed to pretect the rights of the Nova Sco-
tia Company, but the Attorney General only
asked for the new company such power a3 was
necessary under the circumstances. The old
company would not be interfered with as long
as they did what they stated they were pre-
pared to do, and the new company only asked )
gecurity for a safe and rapid transmission.
Nothing so contributed to the development of

trade and civilization as the cheap and rapid
conveyance of intelligence. The Britiah and
American Company would not have the right
to put up a post or a mile of wire until that
toock place which the Nova 8cotia Company
admitted would warrant interference. He did
not agree that the bi!l created the inference
that the Nova Scotia Company would fail in
their obligation.

Hon. PrOV. SEC. 8aid that the interests of the
present company shoull be protected, but it
would be very nowiee to give such a refusal
to legislation as wonld eompel the selection of
some other point for the landing of the cable.

Mr. C. J. CAMPBELL s8aid hs could not see
the force of the objections to the till. He re-
marked that the present company were hound
by law to give to the house a retnrn of thelr
profits, and asked if that had been done.

Mr, BLANCHARD said that a return would
show that their profits for a fow years past
wera nil

The bill pacsed, as slightly amended.

BTLLS.

Tha hill relative to marsh land paseed; also
the bi!l relative to Coronors, and the bill re-
lative to statute lab r in th s Connty of Rich-
mond. -

The Legislative Council announced, by mes-
sage, that they did not agree to the amend-
ment proposed t) the Consumers’ Gas Com-
pany bill,

The hill relativo to mines and minerals was
then taken up, when a discussion arose on the
clause makiug possession of gold bearing
quartz in o gold district prima facie evidence
that the rame had been stolen.

Hon. PROV SEC. opposed the clause as en-
tirely too stringent,

Hon. ATTY. GEN faid that more than usu-
ally severe legislation was necessary, for the
representatives of some of the companies said
that their works must, cease unless the piifer-
ing were stopped.

Hon. Mr. MCFARLANE said that represen-
tatives from twelve companies appeared be-
fors the committee and stated that ope-tenth
of the gold taken ont was pilfered.

Mr ARCHIBALD thought that it would bo a
pieco of exiraordinary legislation to make the
possession of a piece of quartz prime facie evi-
denca of theft. A person visiting a mime and
obtaining specimens might under these cir-
cnmstances, be criminally charged without the
glizhtesr reason.

Hon. ATTY. GEN. sa2id that the difference
between this and other cases of stolen pro-
narty arcse from the impossibility cf identifi-
eation.

Hon. FIX., SEC. sugpested that the clanse
bs made applicable only to the workmen at
the mines.

Mr. ToBIN saiil that al‘lsgersona engaged at
the mines should be placed on an_equal foot-
ing. Very often suspicion fell on the humbler
class of workmsn when they were not at all
to blame.

The clause was nmended in accordance with
the suegesiion of the Financial Secretary, and
the bill passed.

The Committes adj urned.

The houss then adjourned uutil Saturday
morning.
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SaTURDAY, May 4.
The House met at 11 o'clock.
Hon J McKix~oN introduced a bill to imprave
roads and bridges in Antigorishe.

POST OFFICE REPORT.

Mr. Bourinor moved that the report of the
Post Office Committee be adopted.

Mr. KauiBack called attention to tha fact
that several petitions had been presented to the
committee fora daily mail to Luasenburg. A
pumerously signed petition had also come before
them in respect to the unsatisfactory way in
which the mails were now carried. A daily
mail was necessary for the growing requirements
of Mahone Bay, Chester and Bridgewater, es
well as Lunenburg. The House should krow
that the service could be performed without addi-
tional expense to the Province; for the Messrs.
King offered to take the contract for a daily mail
at the same sum that was now given for a tri-
weokly mail. Under these circhmstances he
move¢ the following amsndment :

““ Whereas ihe bMcssrs. King bave offered to
convey a daily mail between Halifax and Liver-
pool, and a tri-weekly between Liverpecol and
=helburne, for the same sum now paid for three
mails; Therefore Resolved, that the Post Office
report be amended so as to give a daily mail as
far as Liverpool upon the t:rms proposed, the
offer to be first made to the present contractor,
and if declined; then to be handed to the Messrs.
King or submitted to tender.”

Mr. BoumiNoT, chairmaa of the Committee,
said that if Lunenburg had been given a daily
mail, the same privilege must have been extended
to very many other- places. Besides, a great
many  applications for additional routes came be-
tore the committee, especially from - Lunenburg,
and it wonld have been impossible to consider
these favorabiy if the daily mail accommodation
asked for was granted. Under all the circum-
stances the committee decided that it was not advis-
able to extend the daily mail service. No'county
received a greater amount of considcration than
Lunenburg, &t the hands of the committes. The
application of the idessrs. King had been care-
fully considered, but the commiutee felt it could
not bo granted without interfering with the rights
of another party. If there were grounds of com-
plaint against  the present contractor, the matter
ought to be brought before;the Postmaster General.
It mast also be known that when the Messrs.
King lost the contract some years ago, they still
kept on the line, and did their utmost to ~drive
the present contractor off. The petition presented
against the mode in which the mails were now:
carried was not sufticient to induce the committee
to interfere with the contractor.

Mr. ASNAND said it appeared that a large sum
of money had been given to the contractor, in
addition to his contract, during the past year. He
considered it most improper that a thousand dol-
lars should be given to any one, withont the ser-
vice having been offered again to tender. Nor
could he see why there should be any hesitation
in giving the additional mail accomodation asked
for, when it could be granted without entailing

2

any greater expense upon the Provinee.  As he
anderstood it, the Messrs King were-will:ag to
take the property of the present carriers at a fair
valuation, as determined by arbitwrators.

Mr. Corrix alluded to the loss the present con-
tractors had sustained in consequence of King’s
line having been kept up. He could say that, on
the whole, the present contractor was well- up to -
time 0 far as the westward portion of the route
wes concerned.  In fact theservice was as well
performed as it had cver been befre uunder eny
previous contracior. ‘The only delay thatoccur
red was during two or three montbs of the year
wken travelling every whers was impeded. ‘[Le
present contractor hzd made great improvements
in the line, and was ready to allow it to be inspec-
ted, and if the resuit of the insspection was no:
satisfactory he would gbide the result. He be-
lieved it would be very disastrous to the public
interests to allow private individuals to coms and
takeaway a contract from another in the sum-
mary mode proposed by the Messrs King. He
understood that the additional grant referrcd te
had been given in consequence of a steamer hav-
ing been put on the western reute, and therby
most materially interfering.with the -contractor.
He had falt that it would not have been right to
extend daily mails all over the Province; at a
time when we are about entering upon a new
state of political relations.

Hon Prov: Secy explained that the grant of
$1C€00 had been given on the recommendation of
the Yostmaster General, and i view of the fact
that the contractor had lost largely by the placing
of a steamer on the western shore since his con-
tract had been entered into. Of course, if the
steamer stopped ru:aming, the grant would not b
continued. As respects that portion of the report
which referred to the Postmaster General, he said
that both sides of the House would agree that no
public officer had cver discharged his onercus
duties more faithfully or more efficiently than
Mr Woodgats. .

Mr AxxAND also alluded in terms of eacomi-
um to the Postmaster General.

Hon ATty GEN slso coincided in the remarks
made by previous gentlomen in respect to Mr
Woodgate, with whom, as a chairman of the Post
Office Committes, and as & member of the Go-
vernment, he had, for very many years, bgen
constantly brought into contact. Healso alluded
to Mr Passow—a faithful public servant for very
many years; and expressed the opinion that the
House would cheerfully ncquiesee in the increase
of salary granted to that gentleman &8 some re-
cognition of his public eervices. He -then went
on 1o explain that the additinnal grant had been
given to the contractor on the western shore line
on the recommendation ot the Pusimaster Gene-
ral, and otherwise showed that the report was the
best that could be made, under all the circum-
stances.

Mr JosT was in favor of a daily mail, but in
view of tke large consideration that had been ex-
tended to Lunenburg, asd theether reasons given
by the commitbee-for refusing the application in
question,’ he felt it his duty to support the report.
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Mr LoxNGLEY urged that a portion of the report
he amended so as to require the steamcr between
Digby and St John to go up to Annapolis, when-
cver it was practicable.

Mr KaurBAck strongly urged the adoption of
his amendment upon the House. He considered
it due to the interests ho represented to ask the
Hcuse to consider favorably the application for a
daily mail, particularlv as it would be performed
without enteiling any additienal expenss upon
the Province. No doubt could exist that the pre-
sent line was ot kept up as efficiently as it ought
to be. There was not a covered conveyance on
the road, and the mails were never up to time.
When the House considered that daily mails were
now running to the eastward and other parts of the
Province, it must be seen that it was only an act
of justice to grant similar facilitics to Lunenburg.

Dr HamirTox said thet having signed the re-
port be felt bound to sustain it, although he was
in favor of granting additional accomodation to
the western counties. He also stated that he had
bappened last winter to go to the westward, and
must admit that the mail accommodation was not
then what it onght to have been.

After some further remarks on the subject
Mr. Kaulback’s amsndment was put and lost by
the following division :

Yeas—Donald McKay, Kaulback, Bill,
C J Campbell Longley, Allison, Ray, King, An-
nand, Bulcam, Brown—12.

Nays—Shannor, Moore, Townsend, Tobin,
Donkin, Hamiltion, Jost, Bourinot, Miller,
Robertson, Proviacial Secretary, J Campbell,
Ross, Coffin, Cowie, Caldwell, MacFarlane, Fi-
nancial Secretary—18,

Mr AxNAND then moved that the report be
amended so as to authorize the Postmaster
Genoral to advertise for tenders for a tri-weekly
mail to Shalbarne.

This resclution was lost on the following divi-
sion :

Yeas—Allison, Bill, Kaulback, Annand, CJ
Campbell, Ray, Balcam, Brown—S8.

Nays —Shannon, Mors, McKay, D. Fraser,
Townsend, Whitman, Bourinot, Financial Secre-
tary, Provincial Sccretary, Robertson, Miller, J
Campbell, Tobin, Hamilton, Cowie, Jost, Cald-
well, Coffin, MacFarlane, Attorney General— 20.

Mr Longley’s resolution in respect to the ran-
ning of the steamer to Annapolis, was assented

Mr. KAULBACK was about moving aunother
resolution, but he did not do so after an explana-
tion from the Provincial Secretary that the addi-
tional grant to the present contractor was only
contingont upon the rucning a steamer on the
Western coast.

Mr. ANNAND then moved that the rccommen-
dation of the report, that $4000 be given to Mr.
Hyde as compensation, be struck out. Whenthe
Annapolis railway was built, similar claims might
be made.

Hon Fin. Sec. explained that Mr. Hyds would
suffer large losses in consequence of the deprecia-
tion in value of very large buildings he had erect-
cd in connection with tho mail service. Fow

coutractors had ever performed their duriss more
efficiently than Mr. Hyde.
The motion was lost, and the report we
adopted. )
MISCELLANEOUS.

Hon. ATTY. GEN, introduced a bill to yostpone
the July and extend the Deczmber term of the
Supreme Court a¢ Halifax.

The House then went into committee, and pass-
ed the foregoing bill; also, the bill for the more
effectnal preservation of useful birds and animals

The Fin. SkEc. moved a resolution providing
for supplementary grants, which was passed.

The House adjourned.

MoONDAY, May 6.

The Louse met at 3 o’clock.

A number of bills were finall passedy.

Mr. PRYOR, chairman of committes on Mili-
tia, reported from that committee,

Thae report was adopted,

Mr. MCKIRNON reported from the Commit-
tee on Indian affairs. )

The report was adopted.

Mr. Ross alluded to the necessity for nak-
ing an additional grant to the bresakwater at
Neal’s Harbor, Victoria. .

Hon. FIN. SEC. had no objection to add
three or four hundred dollars for the work in
question.

BAILWAY TO DIGBY,

The house then went into committee on the
general state of the Province, and took up the
resolution relative to the extension of the rait-
way to Digby.

His Honor the SPEAXER said that he felt it
was altogether out of the question that he
should delay the house, at that late period of
the session, with any lengthy remarks on the
subject before them. Indeed, it was unneces-
gary to show the advantages that would pro-
ceed from ths extension of the railway to Dig-
by. Those who were at$all acquainted with
the Western part of the Province must sece
that it was impossible for the line to remain at
Annapolis. The hatbor of Digby wasin every
way more suitable for the terminus, By bring-
ing the road to that town, the counties of Shel-
burne and Yarmouth would be placed in posi-
tion to receive immediate advantages from it
tbat could not be expected if the terminus re-
mained at Annapolis. No doubt, in the course
of time, the line would be extended still fur-
ther, and reach its natural terminus at the
West, namely, Yarmouth It was well known
that the Harbor of Annapolis was not accessi-
ble, very often for some weeks, during the
winter, Digby, however, did notlie under a
similar disadvantage, but was accessible atall
seasons. Before closing, he must add that the
‘Western part of the Province weuld ever feel
grateful to the present Government and to the
Legislature for having promoted the building
of the road to Annapolis. He trusted that,
having gone so far, the Legislature would not
refuse to grant the extension required—the ex-
tension that would be of great benefit to the
Province generally.

Mr, 8. MCDONNELL alluded to the energy
and zeal with which the Speaker had advo-
cated the resolution in the interests of his con-
stituents, but he was afraid it was too late in
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the session for the house to express any
opinion on the subject.

Hon. PROV. SECY. 8aid that the Lion. gentle-
wan could hardly have oxamined tho vesolu-
tion, or he would rot have arrived at the con-
clusion he had, Itsimply authorized the Go-
vernment of the day, whoover they might be,
on the completion of the road to Annapolis, to
make a survey for the purpose of ascertaining
tiwe practicability of a further extension to
Digby. Nqone could doubt the advisabili'y of
stuch a step.

Mr. ANNAND understood the resolution to

call- for a survey immediately, and to pledgo | d

the house to the censtruction of the railway
after that survoy had been made and the road
built to Annapolie. e was desirons of seeing
the road built, but he was unwilling to hold
forth vain hopes, or to bind the futura Legis-
lature.

Mr. TowNSEND advocated ihe survey beivg
made as far as Yarmouth,

Hon. ProV.SxCY.said thatit wasnotin con-
templation to call upon the local Government
for the purpose of making railway extensions.
Uader the act of Union the railways becams
tho property of the general Government, and
would be regulated by it. Under these cir-
cumstances it would be quite justifiable for
+he Legislature to authorize a survey, which,
when made, might induce the general Govern-
ment to extend the line so that it might be
made more productive.

Mr, CorFIN urged that the survey ba wade
a3 far as Yarmouth.

Hon, PROV, BEC, said a survey betweeon Dig-
by and Yarmouth was unnecessary, for the
country was a dead level, and without any
difficulties in 1he way of a railway.

I'he resolution finally passed as follows:—

Whereas, The extension of a railway from
Apnapolis to Digby is absolutely necessary
for securing the benefit of asafe and commo-
dious harbor available at all seassns, and is-of
vital importance to the material prosperity
and ultimate success of this great and desirablo
undertaking;

And Whereas, The Shora Counties, together
with the enterprising and largely increasing
County of Yarmouth, must at a very early
day, successfully urge the extension of the
rail'vay to Yarmouth, which makes it of the
highest importance that the extension from
Annapolis to the harbor of Digby should be
proceeded with at the earliest day possible
¢onsistent with the financial condition of the
Province.

Therefore Resolved, That the Government
be authorized to survey a line of railway
from the terminus at Annapolis to the harbor
of Digby.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH PROPERTY.

Mr. C. J. CAMPBELL gave gome explana-
tions in reference to a remark made by the
Provincial Secretary on a previous day, that
he (Mr. C.) had prevented the scttlement of
the dispute relative to church property at
Middle River. Now he had obtained the pa-
pers on that subject from the oftice of tae hon.
gentleman, which he would read to the house
to prova that he had not acted in the manner
attributed to him. Mr. Campbell then read
several letters which bad passed bstween him-
self and between others on the subject. It

would be therefore seen, he went on to say,
that he kad not interfered to prevent a settla-
ment of the difficulty. The majority of the
people at Middle River were his own personal
and political friends, and it was his interest to
have the dispute settled amicably.

Hon. Prov. SEC. said that he thought the
papers would fually jnstify the statement he
had made, or at all events that its general
scope was accurate He supposed that the of-
fensive action of the hon. member towards
himself was a retaliation for the coursa he had
pursued on the same question on a previous

ay.

Mr, ROss said that there could be 19 doubt
if the hon. member had wished to sotile the
matter he could have done so.

Mr.C. J. CAMPBELL said that he had res-
pected the Provincial Secretary so much that
hia had followed him for many years, but he
falt that he could not allow any one, whoever
lLe might be, to misinterpret his acts, or to
question his veracity.

Mr. BLANCHARD regretted to see this mat-
ter again brought up, but he was particularly
surprised to see the Church of Scotland mixed
up with the matter. What had the Rev. Mr.
Grant to do with the real question at dispute?

Hon. Prov. SEC. deprecated the bringing of
any clergyman’s name in the discuasion.

Mr. BLANCHARD would not pursue the dis-
cussion any farther, for he felt that the house
understood it perfectly at that time.

Hon. ATTY. GEN. explained the matter as he
remembered it. He thought that there -vas
nothing in the documents in question to show
that the hon. member for Victorin had prevent-
ed a settlement of the dispute at Middle River.
Neither did he think the hon. member had ful-
ly understood the nature of the Hon. Prov.
Secrotary’s remarks on a previous day.

The matter then dropped.

Mr. ANNAND presented & report from tho
Committee on Trade and Manufactures. The
report was received and adopted.

Mr. KAULBACK stated for the information
of the government that ke had received letters
stating that the mails to Lunenburg bad been
very irregular.

HALIFAX ROAD SCALE.

Hon. FIN. SEC. moved a resolution for the

appropriation of undrawn road moneys.

on. Mr. SHANNON said that having with
drawn the road scale for the county of Halifax
the other day, and having been unable since
to make auy arrangement with bis colleagues
for East Halifax, he would now again lay it
on the table.

Mr. ANNANKD said that he had made se¥Veral
propositions to his colleagues—one of them saw
that they should divide the special grant as
they pleased 8o long as the subdivision was
made at once; another was to take the special
grant and apply it to the great roads of the
county, another was that the subdivision be
made by & committes drawn from the other
side of ther house. Unless tho subdivision,
were made, he would be greatly embarrassed
in tho apportionment of the grant,

Mr. TORIN 8aid that the matter was in the
hands of the government and it was impossi-
ble for himself and colleagues to divide the
special grant. Nodoubt it would be divided

“according to the requirements of the county,
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Mr. ANNAND was surprised to see tbe relue-
tance exhibited to divide the grant at that
time, The ouly reason be could think of, as
influencing the government, was that they had
some electionsering purposs in view.

BOARD OF WORKS.

Hon Prov Sec said that a member of a go-
vernment would doubiless visit all parts of the
county before long, and be able to sce how the
special grant could bs most benedicially divided.
Il then wept on to say that he rose for the pur-
pose of laying on the table, by command of His
Excellency, the papers and correspondence rela-
tive to the charges made against the Board of
Works. These charges, it wonld be remembered
embodied & number of points. It had first hcen
brought to the notice of the Houso that a member
of the Board, an unpaid member, kad ot only
furnished supplies for that department by tender
and contract, but had also supplied some articles
that were outside of his own line of business.
Another point was that, f : the first time in the
history of the department, wines and liqnors had
been furnished and charged under the kead of
“gmall stores.” Another charge was that some
of the articles was furnished at a higher price
than they conld be obtained in the market, though
only a centa 1b,, it was true. He had stated, cn
a previous occasion, that no person had been
more taken by surprise than he had been when
the charges were male against the depariment.
He had immediately catled upon the head of the
department for the ful'est information on the sah-
ject, as would be seen by the following letter : —

Harirax, May 6th, 1857,
S1R,—

I have it in command from His Excellency the
Lieutenant Governor to call your attention to the
enclosed copy of a spesth made by A. W. Mec-
Lelan, Esi[ and to call upon ycu for explanation
thereto. is Excellency desires 80 to ba inform-
od whether it has been the practice of the Board
of Works under foermer Governmentsto {urnish
wines or lignors in the servica of the Government,
and under what circumstances you have made
any such supplies, and to what extent ? His Ex-
eelleney also desires to know whether it has been
the practice of the Bonrl under the late Govern-
ment to receive supplics for the public servico
from the members of the Board, and to know
under what circumstances Mr. Pugh was ontitled
to supply articles in which he was not in tho habit
of dealing.

F. Brown, Egq.,
Chairman of the Board of Works.

To that letter the Government received a re-
ply. which he wou'd read to the House. Ho did
not intend, he might say, to offer any defence for
the course that had been pursued.. He must state
franklv, if the department was pot on the point of
passing from the control of the Local Government,
it might be very advisable to regulate by enact-
ment that no parties connected with the Board of
‘Works should furnish any supplies to that depart-
ment. ‘The only change, however, that had been

I am, &ec.,
CoarLEs TurpPER.

made in the praciice of the department in the pre-
.seut case, it wou!d be scen by the papers before
the House was, that it had rcfused to give falsa
invoices. Under ths late Government it was tho
practice to farnish wincs and liquors for the
Revenue Cutter, which was ugcd in conveying the
judges and members of the Legislature, and per.
forming other public services. Under the late
Government these wines and liquors were charged
as beef, pork, tea, &c., whercas now they were
entered as ‘ small stores.” e would now read
the letter he had received in reply to that sent to
tho head cf ihe department : —
"ALIFAX, 6th May, 1866. -

Sir,~—1I teg to acknowledge the roceipt of your
letter of this dats, directing wny attention to a
speech made in the House of Assembly by A W.
McLelin, Esq, and calling upon me for ex-
planations in relation thereto.

In reply, I beg to state that it has been the prac-
tice of the Beard of Works, under former Govern-
ments, to furnish wines and liquors to the Govern-
ment vessels, in proof of which I «ppend a state-
inent from Mr J B McNab, Chief Clerk in this
offize, shewing also that members of the Board,
under former Governments, furnished supplies in
large quantities, both by contract acd otherwisc.

Mr McLelan states that in July acd August
last the charges for small stores amounted to
$1600: this statement is incorrect. All the emall
stores charged for the whole year only amounted
to $830,— of this amount $674 was paid for wines
and liquors, the balance—$156 —being for other
small stores, as will appear by the accounts en-
closed, shewing in detail the charges for smalt
stores.

With regard to Mr Pugh’s supplying articles,
in which he was not in the habit of dealing, I
have to state that under the circumstances it was
considered important that the quarantine build-
ings should be erected immediately, and therefors
there was not time to obtain lumber, &c, by ten-
der and contract in the usual way.

Relative to the charges made in reference to
the prico of zinc, and allegel overcharge in weight
of chest of tea, I beg to say that on referring to
tho original entries in Mr Pugh’s books, I found
that three zinc caps and one conductor had been
omitted in the acct, although their value had been
included in the prico of the two sheets of zinc
charged in the aceonnt. I found also that two
enries of tea had Leen included in the charge of
122 pouunds, one on the 14th July of 25 pounds,
the other on the 24th of 97 pounds. :

I append Messrs H H Fuller & Co and Messrs
E Albro & Co’s certificates, shewing that Mr Pugh
paid those firms 16 cents per pound for manilla
cordage, notwithstanding Mr McLelan’s assertion
that 15 cents was the prico of that article.

Although it would appear at first sight that the
accoun!s for supplies for the “Druid’’ and
“Daring " seem large, it must be borne in mind
that those vessels were employed during the lact
seagon, without intermission, in saving valuable
cargoes of cotton, &c, on Sable Island, and that
in consequence.a very large staff of extra men

were employed on several occasions from 30 to
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40 hours without intermission, at the risk of their
lives, and were the means of saving about $100,-
000 worth of property. It is unnecessary to add
that such extra exertions and risk required every
care snd siimulant 1o excite endeavers

I have, &c,

Frep Urown,
Chairmran

The following aro the certificates and let-
tars referred to in the foregoing letter of Mr
Yrown —

Office of Board of Works, }
Halifax, May 6, 1867.

A supply o! liquors for cabin stores was always
put on board the government vessels by the board
of Works under the late governmen:. These
liquors were not chargad in the accounts of the
department 88 liquors, but appeared under the
names of other erticles, such aa tea, heef, pork,
&c. Under the presest admiristration, liquors
have been included in the charge for eabin stores.

(digned) J B McNas,
Clerk B W.

1 bg to state that members of the Board of
Works under former governments fornished eup-
plies to the government by contract and other-
wise in large quantities, as will appear by the ee-

counts.
(Sigred) J B McNasz.
We beg to cortify that 2Ir John Pagh pur-
cuased manpilla rope from us in ths months cf
May, June, August, and Cctober, 1866, at 15,
15} end 16 cents per Ib.
(Signed)
May 6th, 1867

E arpro & Co.

We beg to certify that Mr John Pugg’purchased
manilla rope of us in the months of May, Octo-
ber, and November, for which we charged him 16
cents per lb.
(Signed)
May 6th, 1867.

H H Fouuzr & Co.

The Hon Provincial Secretary wenton to say
that he had been surprised to learn thatthe hon
member for South Kings (Dr. Brown) had sat in
the House and heard the charges mado against
his brother, although he was in a position to ex-
plain what had taken place. That hon gentle-
man, itappeared, was a passenger in the Drui
when she went to Sable Island last summer, and
was fully acquainted with the whole circamstan-
ces under which a great deal of property had
been saved. The hon member was quite aware
that men had only been indaced to make unwont.
¢d exertions to save property hiy the means of the
stimulants provided them. It would bein the
knowledge of the Houso that the Government had
b2en able to make the Druid exceedingly useful
in the way of saving a very large amount of vala-
ablo property at Sable Island which would other-
wise have been lost.

As respects the other charges mado agaisst
the department, it would be secn that it had only
ollowed the usual practice in allowing the unpaid
members to supply articles required for the public

gervice.  Under the late Government, Mr. Gib-
son, a highly respectable merchant, had furnished
suppiies when a member of the Board. It wculd
be seen thatthe articles turnished by Mr. Pugh,
outside of his own business, were as cheap as they
could be procured elsewhere. It would be also
seen that the hon member for North Colchester
(Mr McLelan) had been inaccurate in saying
that tha charge for ‘“small stores” in July and
Aungust was $1690, for tha fact was that it did not
exceed $830 for the whole year

Mr ARNAND wa3 glad that the papers had besn
brought down, but he regretted thatthe hon mem-
ber for North Colchester was not present to ex-
amine them. That hon member had given much
attention to the public accounts, and was therefore
in aosition to deal with the question thoroughly.
If it had been the custom for an officer of the late
Government to supply liguors and charge them
as articles of food, it was the first time he had
ever heard of it. It did not say much for the
vigilence of the gentlemen opposite that they had
not, when in opposition, discovercd thn matter,
The country expected more vigilance and ccono-.
my from the present Government than they had
hitherto shown, and no dounbt they wonld pay the
penalty for their neglect and wasteful cxtrava.
gance of the pcople’s money.

Mr Ton1x said that being acquainted wish the
two gentlemen whose names had been mentioned
Mr Pugh and Mr Gibson, hs was in a position to
say that in their business transactions these gentle-
men wero cntitled to the utmost confidence, - He
belizved that the prices charged in Mr Pugh’s ac-
count were such as would have been charged to
any private purchaser. He was not prepared to say
that it was wise for officers of the government
thus to deal with thzir departments, and ke could
challenge the government to show one transaction
of a business kind with himse!f. Believing that
the trifling profits did net compensate %or the
littlo feeling which was displayed on the exsmina-
tion of the accouats, he thought that the ecom-
plaints made about the stores put on board the
government stcamers were exceedingly trivial,

Mr Mirier said that when he heard it stated
that $1600 had been spent in small stcres during
two months, he thought there was something de-
manding investigation, but the chargs had dwin-
dled down to insignificance when it was found
that the amount was only $600 for the whole
season. Ilo was in a position to state that the
expenditure was cssential. e had visited Sable
Island during the summer and Mr Pugh, who
happened to be on board, was almest incessant in
his exertions to save property, and had succeed-
ed in saving property to alarge amount, although
he had not the induczment of the slightest remu.-
neration. The captain of the Druid had also
astonished him by the eneygy which he displayed,
A large number of men had been kept at work
on the Island night and day, and being continual-
1y wet and hard worked, it could easily bo under-
stood that stimulants were cssential for them.

Dr Brown said that he had also visited Sable
Island last summer, and had seen a large amount
of hard service done there. The supply of wine
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on board the steamer was quite moderato, snd
the supply cf liquors fur the men was nceessary.
Hoe did not sce why he should b2 mado the scape-
oat for the Doardof Vorke ; ke h-d 1ot received
any intimation that an attack was to b2 made on
the Government in connection with that depart-
meant.

Mr CorriN thought that greas credit wss due
to &ir McLelan for haviog brovght the subject
to ths Uons2.  If liquors had besn supplied to
Government vessels under the nam:s of heef, and
pork, he conld only say that it was a disgraceful
action, whoever the perties were that had heen
concerned in it. The commander of au ordinary
skip who would conxive at such an act should be
dismissed ; and ha thought that if the matter had
been left to the commander of the Druid this
weunld rot have cecurred, 1o would not ssy
that the expenditure of $610 was tno Jarge, but it
thould not appear in the shsps in which it was
rut down in the accounts. If liquor were re-
quired for the men on the Jsland, there were no
necessity for hiding it from the pablic; but he
did pot see why it was necessary to offsr such in-
ducements to the men on the island,—they shoud
do their work under the direction of their officers,
withoat a glass of grog being hield cus ¢ thm as
an incentive to cxertion.

Hon. ATTY. GEN. 8aid ho had on a pravicus
occasion denied the correciness of the course
taken by the member for Naorth Colchesier,—
if that gentleman in the investization of the
accounts required any explanation he should
bave cal)edf{)efore him the parties who emld
give the information, but he had laft his duty
undone, and had come to tho house to make
political capital out of the accounts. a, Mr.
McL., had sat for weeks on the commitlee and
had never givon to his colleagues the slightost
intimation that any explanation was required
in the accounts eutrusted to him. but went
about the city asking the prices of the articles
charged  Was that the courss of a dignified
member of the hours or was it the conduet of
a political pedlar? The rovarnment cauld not
be expected to be preseut at every transaction
in all the depaitments, and could not tharefore
bs expect~d fo furnish an explanation on the
instan:. Tho object evidently waz {0 send the
charg: s ‘s the country vnacconmpaviad hy ra-
ply, and thus to obtain a trivial zuaces af tho
expense of tho govarnment guho cs, The
hor. member had led the coun‘ry ‘s balieve
that the expenditars occurrad in ~dinary
service of the government ver-o's nd had
kept ont of sight the fact that th:: v nuy anrn-
ed by tbem at Sablo Islapd ~ e I
wight be wrong for memwbers of 15 Board ta
Jdeal with tke department,but tiic » y"em had
been followed for a nuamber of yi:ura by gan:
tlemen who were above suspicin, T the
hon. member for North Coichester i exam-
ined into the expenditure, he sw:nld have
found it imposeible to make tha complaint
which he had made.

PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS.
Mr. HILL moved the second reading of the

bill sent down from the Council for the pre-!

vention of cruelty to animals.

troduced in the houge previously, and was re-

ported against asipjudicious by the Committce
on Law Amendments. -

Mr, 5. MCDONXELL thoungbt that the bill
was upn-cessary, and would be of too arbi-
trars a nature.

Mr. TOWNSEND approved of tio Lili, and
thought that a necessity oxisted for its ¢nact-
raent,

Mr. BOURINOT concnrred in this view.

Mr, Ross thought that tha bill wonld ba ihe
meats of doing o great deal of good in ths
conn‘ry, '

Mr., HILL thoaght that tha bii! was recen-
sary, esnecially in tho city of FIalifax,

Heon. Prov. SECY could nof sea any strong
ohjections to the bill It migh® inciade mat-
ters which did not require legislation, but it
would be creditable to the legislaturs 1o pass
speh an Act,

Me, MILLELR said that (ke exis ing provisions
were ample. The bill hy placing larger pow-
ery in the hauds of magistrates would tend to
fos'er vevty dieputes, an! wonld only differ
from ths existing lww in the vexation it would
cansd,

1on. ATTY. GEN thought the clanso giving
to two magistrates the right to try for any in-
jury ivflicted on catile, etc, wns a good ono.

Han, Mr. SHANNON ULelisved that the bill
would b very beueficial  Thoe precent law
was scmewhat ambignous N

Mr. MILLER said that the bill would not re-
movo the ambiguity. It wasd not required by
the nractical circumstances of the country.

Hon. FIN, SEC. said that o good deal of
eruelty ‘o horsas existed in the conntry towns.
As to the Lill not being genoraily required,
is would do no ipjury to those who did not
come within it3 operation.

Mr. ToBIN thought that tha bill should re-
ceive very careful consideration. The provi-
sion respecting overloading of hories was very
vagre,

Mr. ALLisoN thonghs that a good deal of
uncartainty would be created by the bill.

Hon ATTY GEN eaid that the prosecutor in
each casy wonld ba ohligad to prove the over-
leading or othercruelty.

Mr, MILLER eaid that in the city he had
obsarvad injury done to horaes by their loads
coming into contact with the street railway;
some one mightin such a case say that the
Lorsy kad baen overloaded, and thus a geod
dent of annoyanco would arise.

Tiie Hilt was read a s=cond time.

MISCELLANEOUS.

t'on. Prov. SEC read a telegram froma New
Lavig, conveying to the members of the Le-
islatura an invitation from Mr. Flemiog to
o present at the opening of the railway to
Pieioi on 1he Slst.

Mr. McDONNELL 1aid on the table the road
zeale for the county of Inverress.

Tho report of the Crown Lands Committeo
was adapted

The Honza theu adjourced until the next
day e 11 o’closk,

TUESDAY, May 7.
Th+ Houde et ot 11 o’clock.
The Crown Linnd Report wag adoented.
The bill in referencs to cruelty to animals

cawas taken up, and Mr, 8. McDonnell opposod
Mr. MILLER 8ald that this bill had baen in. °

the bill, and, after scme farther discussion, it
wad deforred by & vote of 25to 7.
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Mr. ANNAND laid oa the table instructions
relative to the division of rozd moneys for
the County of Halifax, for the information of
the Government.

EXPLANATION.

Mr. ANNAND—The hon. Provinecial Secre-
tary, on a former day, mado a special allusion
to myselt in respect to ap attempt I was mak-
ing to find a seat in the New Dominion. I may
say to the hon, gent’leman thateo farasI am
concerned I have 1ot authorized aay cne to
make such an ofter, 28 it has baen stated, has
been made. I may say further that overtures
have been raade to me from scveral counties,
but to all I have given invariably a denial,—
only under very peculiar circumastancea would
I offer for a seat in either parliament. T am
very much like the soldier atInkerman, I am
going into a soldier’s battle, and I am willing
to assist anybody but myself, I therefore
may say oxplicitly that the statement in res-
pect to the County of Queens was altogether
nnauthorized.

Hon. Prov. SECY.—Perhaps I should not
have made the remark I did. Ihad, however,
latters shewn me by tns members who repre-
sent Queens stating the fact that I mentioned,
that overtures bad been made to certain elec-
tors in the interest of the hon. gentlemsn, I
must say that I envy somewhat the position
which the hon. member proposes to occupy.
Those who engage in political life dosoat a
great personal sacrifice. So far a3 politicians
are concerned, wo who are laymen have not
the paol ahead of them that members of the
Bar have. When they enter into these poli-
tical struggles, tkey have before them a pros-
pect of a time when they can leave public
life and sorve their country in an influential
position. Thero is, however, no position more
honorable or more important than that of a
public servant. The public business must be
done by some ono ready to give up a consi-
derable portion of his time for the sake of
his country. Ip doing 80, however, lie must
expect to sacrifice his personal comfort and
privatd interest to no inconsiderable degree.
There are mauy gentlemen in this Legisla-
ture who conld have acquired any reasonable
amount of wealth—who could have enjoyed
the greatest porsonal luxury and cowmfort,
but they have forgone all that in order to
givo their gervices to their country. As this
is the last occ-sion on which I shall be able to
make avy remarks on the floor of this Legisla-
ture, 1 niust say I feel a great deal is due not
only to the kindness and courtesy of gentiemen
on this side who have sustained we through-
out my public career, bus also to the courtesy
and kindness of those who discharge the im-
portant duties of an Opposition in the House
since I have had the honor of a seat on the
Government benches. I can say further that
there is nothing that I rogret more at the close
cf my career in this Legislature, than at any
time, in the heat of dabate on public matters, T
should have forgotten what was due to the per-
sonal feelings of gentlemen to whom I was op-
posed, aud should have used expressions
which, in my calm and reflecting moments it
would have pained mo excessively to have ut-
tered. I trust that the good feeling which has
charaoterized this Legislaturo—and I lave
never seen n Session in which there was such

a large amcunt of personal good foeling and
leys political asperity exbibited—will continne
to animate gentlemen when we separate, and
that all will leave animated by the most kind-
1y s¢otimaonts for the prosperity of each othar
MISCELLANEOUS.

On motion of the Hon. Financial Suecretary,
seconded by Mr. Annand, each of the Clerks
was voted an additional hundred dollars for
their services during the Session, tho number
of bills passed having been unusually large.

Hon. Mr, MACFARLANE reaported frowa a
special committee to whom was referred tho
petition of Mr. J. Campbell, claiming to be the
first digcoverer of gold, that it had been found
impossitlo tc examine into the subject at the
present session,

It was guggested that the Commissioner of
Mines should inquire into the subject during
the recess, so as to be able to give the next
House the necessary information.

At three o’clock His Excellency canio down
and prorogued tho House with the follow-
Specch:—

Mr. President, and Honorable Gentlemen of the
Legislative Council:

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of
Assembly:

It affords me much pleasure to release you
from turther aitendance during the present
Session, which will doubtless be the last of the
existing Parliament.

The numerous and valuable measures which
you havo passed will, I doubtnot, largely con-
tribute to the prosperity of the Province.

Under the operation of the laws effecting
Counstitutional e¢hanges in the Local Govern-
ment and Parliame:t of Nova Scotia, the busi-
ness of tho couutry will,1 believe, be cfiiciently
condugdted at a large saving of public expou-
diture.

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of
Assembly : .

I thank you for the supplies voted for the
public service.

Mr, President, and Ionoradble Gentlemen of the
Legislative Council :

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of
Assembly : :

I cannot close this Session without expres-
sing the deep graiitication with which I have
witnessed the action of both Branches of the
Legislatare on tho question of Unlon of the
two Canades, Nova Scotia and New Brunsg-
wick, under one Government and Parliament,
as 1 firmly believe that your adoption of that
measure will not only greatly increase the
general prosperity of British America, and
elevate all these Provinces in the scale of
Nations, but that tke Union was imperatively
demanded, in order to give stability to the In-
s'itations you enjoy, and permanent security
to this portion of Her Majesty’s dominions as
an integral portion of the Empire.

In the sincere hopo that Almighty God will
bless and prosper you all, and that the loyal
people of this 1y native Province may be hap-
py and prosparous, I now close this Seasion of
tho Tiogislature.



