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Al€iiough of Polish éxtraction the elder of ﬂxe
| éwo sisters—iof such was cheir relationshi ,;o—;m-
sesved the style of beruty Whost advsired in Pussis.
She might have beew about twenty five vears of
| dge, and wse fair, fresy complesioned, anl ¢!
| idding stature; well Hrméd, but wi

Fpoint. Dressed with éxtreme faste, e v
with jewdls, she attrdeted many eyes aw sheds

| thenagh/ thé room.  Six of seven years ear.ier, she
Bad marned the Princé Gagarine, a aotle well
known fo stand Kigh in favor at court, but sup-
“posed to be sc éxclusivély dccupied with mili

| duties as fo have but swall sympathy with th
wite so dany years younger than himself. TlLey
had o ehildren, and the intérest and amusem

| of the Princess Gagarine centéred in the v
Zaiéty, where she Slled o prominent pl
which she was eésteemed a most distingwsied
oraament.

O the évening in question, her look and whele ©

fianner dencted some special cause of pri
pléasure, and it arase from the very legi
| dircumstanee that it was the firet occasion o‘ et
| gister's appecrance in the Righest soeiefy of the
capital ; and I call this pride and pleasure legiti-
| mate, for she Alled in some degres the piace of o
other to the young girl who accompanied her.
Tt may séem strange that this evéning should
| have been fhe fivst introcuction of that éister fo
the court, but it was the consequence of & train of
éircumstances somewhat unusual. Owing fo the

. faeble. health of fheir mother, she had been

brought ap io great retirement; and it was only
o the death df this Iady, some time before, that

| thé duty of finishing her education, 2nd present-
ifig her to the world, had devolved on the prin-

[ adsd. For this feson, & mixed feeling of cutiosity
and addsiration pervaded the courly erowd, who
turned fo gade on the fuir young companion the
prinicess led so triumphantly fo the foot of the
throne.

| Natalie f’alcuuiy wias barley seventoen and pre- |

{sented & but chatring contrast to her elder
sigter, l" ddxghl with mdsses of the darkest
hait, glossy and beaufifal, foided simply found
het head in thick bedids, with & more lofty, refin-
ed, spititusl st jle of beduty in et features, snd
4 more sweet and earnest expression in het dark

: L eyed, well might she excite the envy of some, and

: geatify the admuzation of others of the gazers who

{ tatned sd inquiringly towards her; and above all,
well might she justify the constious gir of undis-
guised pleastre with 'which the princess presented
het to her imperial mistress. At to Natalie, her
manner, shy, and yet dignified, expressed in grace-
ful contrast the gratifi-ation &0 young & gitl must
have felt in so splendid a scene, and somewhat of
bewilderment at the crowd and confusion around
her,

Ad they tohreJ from making their obesiance to
theit imperial hosts, the kind eyes of the empress

followed them with some interest ; and she smiled

1 slightly tosee liow tnany agpirants pressed for-

"ward to solicit the hard of Natalie for the dance
ubout to begin. Dut ere she could make a seloc-
tioh, the Grand Duke Alexander, the present |
emnperor of all the Ilussias, passed thtough the |
ctowd, and led her out from the #hidst of thie |
mdng compotitors for the first waltz, Nor were
Natalies triumphs destined to end here; the |

| empetot hitnself songratulated the ptiticess ot her |

Ustls of fitepatation wds Hanifest. ,.manma Attrdctions ; dtd the ctapress hmled}

| tht, ot the first occasion, she would decordte het |
| with the chigve, and appoitit het maid of hohot.
Never had o ball sectied a0 delightful, and fiev-
ler did the princess setutn to her home more
gratiled than she did on that methotable night ;
ahd, hdecd, it was but the comithencement of a
series of conquests; and this might dccount for
| the falr Natalle reftstng many bHillistt And unex-
 ceptionablo offers of Marriage. DPossibly, young
'Reshs was, she shtunk from Buirehdering her

| libetty o aotn—ponsibly she hibsed sotme girlish |

drodtn of greater love and mote Mithtdl devotton |
than these courtly suitors seemed likely to bestow
| Wpon her. Hor siater left her undistirbed, and |
| thade Ho temonstiaiico oh hecount of those mahy |

quish the pleasdre of her society, or the ahure o
gapulnmv that Natalie's succoss retlected upon |

erself. Ih the meantime, as had beer suspeet-
ed, the youhger sister was created maid of honor
| b0 het iafesty; and the fest separation between |
ol oconrred When she went with the court to
dpond the - silminer sonsoh quictly &t Peterhot, in
the haipy domostic clkele of her tmperial mis-
traes.

Thete, the attractions the empress had felt |
towards hek froth thie bery Rest, ripohed thte waki |
itorest § ok during the kany hours of quict ik,
kendered imperative by her foebile health, Natalie! 8
| Beadbiul woice and_ groat Wbsical taletts mntri-
buted Blch Yo ohber AN sacths Rer; aitd in \\1:

ONOF Bpert Binny hous of most pleasurable retire-
ment With the tamily ofone s\\o learned hWe asa
iﬁ\&. While she revered hd hohored Ner asa
BtreRs.

86 passed the brief bright simmer days ot Pe. !

terhot, ~In the Mcanum,VWQMh o Wonder |
why “\e heit apparent ul the throne did hoz ,,-.
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'I M conest Whose taimilies alone |
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‘ By and By, the empross alss adidressed hey son
| oft the sunie subject, telling i openly how stix~
/igusly she felt sboutit. He sswered Her dy'Bo/
had done Wis father; ouf it iy’ not so eusy'ts de-
ceive o mother eye; she well knew this sssutmed
memmm Herson’s
Heart." She detertfined to watch it narrowly.
| Judgt, them of the singled consternation’ sud

| pairt with which she became convisced Her

| fevourics Watatlie woe the object of biw afetionay
dnd when she eould ot but believe that the feel-
mg“mm!y Myronﬁd

Tiue Princess Gugarine was inimedistely com-
dlrinded to & grivite irteérview; wherein fo her
dxtromé swrpiise, the empress, with lieightened
color and nervous frembling of the voice, decasted
her d" xmd rg ahrapﬂv what she kuew sbout
us attach The
all knowledge, zil

P
suspicion of

3
. the fuer impute snd éndeavored fo yeassure the

but when
Natalte in
moopwthe case, Tn vain d
that it wes impossible
venlly love her; in vain re; Y
only assumed fhe appesran fection to amued
himseli a7 Rer éxpense; and irgued upon lor, By
évery consideration of pride, of . self respect, and

rivate,she found thalsuch was by Bo
e argae with her
nd doké should
Lat he

A,._ womtanly feeling, to fouse hereself irom so fatal &

delusion. To all this, Natalie only made s réply
by ¢onféssing the wost éntife faith in her Jover'd
protestations. After a prolonged and peinful dis-
assiofty (he princess sought her hushand's advice
wpon the matter. Fie tock it up most sericusly,

. and threw himeelf upon his sister in Jaw's com.

passion, imploring her. for #ll their sakes o com-
hat and control her unfortunste passion; adding
“Ifif resch the ears of Mis Majesty, we are all
ruined.

Next day the princess besonght an interview
with Rer majesty, which was immediately grant-
ed; and throwing horeself at the empress’s feet,
she implored her fo parden what she called her
guilty negligence i# not having forescen such &
possivility, #nd warned her sister against yield-
ing fo it, declating her own and her husband’s
perfect inmocence in other respects. “ Commend
us, madume, and how gladly and implicitly hall
you beobeyed ! T will wateh over my unfortu-
niate sistey night and day never shall they mee:
#gain ; never shall any memges of correspondence
Pass between them ; anly I entfest your majesty,
Keep what Las trampned a secret fiom the expe-
for, we are all lost.”

The empress, mollified by hér candor and sub-
| hission, promised fo think ovet it, and sée het
again. Three days froth that tilhe, the two sistérs
were ofi their way to Italy, #s the rumor tes, o
cultivite to the utmast the great Musical talent of
the younger lady, which had o teéommended her
to het impetial mistress's favor. In itself, this
would have excited o eurptrise; but the down-
cast laok, i1l health, and evident depression of
spitits under which the Grand Duke labored,
gave tide to many whispered hints, that took ferm
and shape gradually—and which did niot escape
the eagle observation of the ezar; therefore it was
with thore authority of manner than in his firet
discussion with his son, that he commanded him
to prepare for a tourinto Germany, for the express

putpase of selecting his future consort. -

Thfee vears pasted away, and the short and
brilliant teign of Natalie Polensky hai been
almost forgotten in the trimmphs of later and more
fortunate beauties ; the Grand Duke Alexander
had recovered his usual health and spirits, and
even the likelihood of his approdching nuptials
| with the Princcss: Mary of Darmetadt begen to

| be cartently reported. 1n the meantime, Natalie
had gradtially fuded away, like a flower trans-
blanted to some uncongeninl soil, and with the
| eat of the noonday sun pouring down unsheltes -
|ed upon its head. 8he had altered day by day
| wasting )nml fretting away toa pale, delicate,
spiritiess’girl. Her medical men pronounced her
Alhess to be a decline ; there seettied not 80 much
‘o‘ actual deasc, as uter prostration of strongth,
and an overwhelmning lassitude and langior,
| from which fiothing could atouse her: and they
| sugg gested that as a last resous ce, revisiting her
native land might be benefleial, indeed it scotied
| to offer the only hope of tecovery.
[ ‘Then for tho Brst time, the Princess Gatigatine
|t:uturad to forwatd a potition to the Bmpetot,
| otating het sister's case, and soliciting most hum-
| Bly permission to rebith to Russin. On the fest
présentation of the requested it was refused most
| potemplotily | but the Empross, heating how pale,
Pand feeble, and Albered het old favotite had
becotne, interfered with success, that hot ohly
wers they tecalled to the eapital, bitoh the Hest

hek lmn{zl Uall, giver in celebea- | kejection: herhaps she did hot wish o saon to relin. | anniversars, after thele beturh, of the day of st

Nicholns, theik names Kgain am‘ ared n

| these heuored by an invitation to Ea col

i On that evening, let us entu&‘\he bodol u of

me pm\ma an gour or two belore tho. tite

for theit at . It was the Hiet

titne \mnc had ventured to apim in public;

! atd oh !hx- secasion she lay oh her uo!‘u,

| propped up with._pillows, po Weak and exhausted

that the most unjntérpsted spectator would haye

t.\rmldul tor her t r excitement and fatighe, ot

- stich an exortion,  HBut it s hepdiess to kay that

nmtlir ol‘thmn for & Enomah bmt‘hd to b.y

tering

ohiee mote Within the ol-\si! nf the court, i ;w

paid Natalie IAy rosting t}\xlel ’Eer softs the

ritvess nt opposite to Wried  in t\munht

nxxsul and hetvoiis Abolit the fate of the evening.
id hot speak to her, not during to ask even

how she t8)t, And Yar less ¥uturing to make the
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