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MAY, 1873.

Rfo. 5.

r 1 FORGET THEE, O JERUSALEM! LET MY RIGHT HAND FORGET ITS CUNNING,’~Ps.137: §

MEE{ING OF SYNOD.

The Synod will meet this year (D.V.)
St. Andrew’s Church, Pictou, N. S.,
the evening of the last Tuesday,
’ing the 24th day, of June, 1873, at 7
M. The opening sermon will be
eached by the Rev. James Murray,
albousie, N. B., Moderator. It is
jally requested that Presbytery
erks shall have prepared their Pres-
tery Rolls—that Congregational and
jon Treasurers shall have their
ks made up, and that the Reports of
Standing Committees be also prepar-
before the Synod meets, that the
iness may be arranged and despatch-
without unnecessary delay.
 Congregations and local Treasurers are
inded that the Synod’s financial
ends on the 15th of June. All col
tions must be forwarded to the Cen-
Treasurers before that date, other
they cannot appear in this year's
counts.

The collection for the Synod Fund
ta be paid, as on former occasions, to
Convener, Rev. G. J. Caie, when
Synod meets.

The Ex-Moderators are respectfully
reminded that on them devolves the
duty of selecting a Moderator for the
ensuing year.

Perer Keay, Synod Clerk.

e o

ANNUAL GOLLEGTION FOR SYNOD'S HOME
MISSION,

This collection was appointed to be
taken up on the last Sunday in January :
but, as the Treasurer has received only
a few colleetions so far, a word is needed
“ by way of remembrance.” Probably
the collections by schedules, cards or
books, for Presbytery Home Missiors,
which the Synod last year enrjoined all
congregations to use for that object, have
hitherto interfered with this church-daor
collection for the Synod’s Mission; but
it ought now to be made and remitted
to the Treasurer, G. P. Mitchell, ¥ ¢,
Halifax, if it is to be acknowledged in
the Annual Report submitted to 8y nad,

The various objects for which this
fund is required, are detailed in the
report that is to be found in the Rerord
of last August, in the Appendix to the
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“Minutesof Synod. $1,000 are required,
or an average of over $30 per congre-
gation. The great object for which
both this fund and the Presbytery Home
Mission are in existence is, that we may

be self-supporting as a church, and also.

that we may extend our bounds. It
must be gratifying to our people who
have this object at heart, to know that
we afe drawing rapidly near to the con-
summation desired. I have now before
me the first Report of the Pictou Lay
Association, organized nearly 20 years
ago, with this object in view. Its authors
point to the fact that Nova Scotia was
then receiving £1,200 a year from the
Colonial Committee, and’ they asked if
anything like that sum was really need-
ed by us. New Brunswick, at the same
time, was drawing largely from the
same source. When our two Synods
in the Maritime Provinces were united
a few years ago, they received between
them about £1,500. A pleasing con-
trast to such a state of affairs is afforded
by the single fact that, for the last half
year, we drew from the Colonial Com-
mittee only £88. At present, the Pres-
byteries of Restigouche, Prince Edward
Island and Halifax, are self-supporting,
Pictou, St. John, Miramichi and Cape
Breton are not, but self-respect will not
suffer them to lag behind long. All
that is needed on their part is united
effort, for in Pictou Presbytery is our
great strength as a church, and nowhere
have we more real and able friends than
in St. Jobn and Miramichi.

For the convenience of those who
cannot make their collection till June,
and cannot remit it to the Treasurer
before the 15th of the month, but who
wish it to appear in the Annual Report,
the following offer is again made:—If}
the Treasurer or Minister of any congre-
gation writes to the Convener, stating
thie amount collected for this Mission,
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the Convener will pay in the amount t
the Central Treasurer on their bela
and receive it from them at the' meetir
of Synod. G. M. GraxT,
Convener II. M. B. -

Lw

Qrticles  @ondributed

The Expense of a General Assem
bly in the .Dominion.

A good deal of stress has been lai
upon “the expense” ofa General A
sembly by some of those who are oppose
to what is called “ the larger,” and i
favour of * the smaller union” of Presby
terians. The plea seems to me sinm
larly weak, from whatever point of vies
it be looked at. It is true, that unles
the larger Union takes place, there wil
bo no General Assembly at all; as:
General Assembly for the Maritim
Provinces would be a farce; and th:
we would be saved the expense, at t
price of an incomplete developmentd
our Presbyterianism. But what wouldtb:
average annual cost be ?

In answering this question, we mis
remember that the territory proposed
be embraced is practically only th
Lower Provinces, Quebec and Ontaria
There are half a dozen ministers i
Manitoba, and two in British Columbis;
but these may be left out of consider>
tion, as the Assembly wouldn’t go®
them ; and if they wished to attend th
Assembly, it would make little difler
ence whether the place of meeting wa
Toronto or Halifax. Taking Montred
as a central point, we find that, tht
summer, a traveller will be able tog
there in comfort, from Pictou or Halifay,

. in two days for about $20: in a day an

2 half, for $15, when the Intercolonialis
opened. The basis of representation o
the Assembly will be probably one it
five, giving a house of nearly 120 mini
ters, and, according to the usual propo-
tion, less than 80 elders. Two hundred
members, at & cost of $15 each, involie
thus a total expense of $8,000; thaty
$5 each from our six hundred congre!
gations. 'What a heavy.tax! Of cour.
some membexs’, travelling expenses wil
be more than $15, but otbers mustbk
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lest. 'When the Assembly isin Toronto,
the Nova Scotians will pay more for their
railway tickets, and the Ontarians less;
and vice verse, when it isin lalifax,
Pictou or Charlottetown ; but the aver-
age burden on congregations for the
common fund, will be at the rate of $5
per member.  This calealation assumes
that the usual practice of travelling to
and fro for one fare, and of hespitality
extended to the members by the church-
men of the place honored by the Assem-
bly’s presence, shall be centinued.

It is a little disheartening to sce such
visionary obstacles set up against the
proposed union—set up, too, by those
who have clamoured for wnion most
loudly, and asswned wmuch credit for
liberality, in former years. Before Dr.
Ormiston’s letter was written to the four
Supreme Church Courts now negotiating
for Union, had not the Presbyterian
Church of the Lower Provinces a Com-
mittee on “ Union with other Presby-
terian  Churches,” and was not the
Canada Presbyterian Church at any
rate included in the range permitted to
that Committee ?  And was it not de-
clared, as if authoritatively, once and
again, that, whether they united with the
contiguons Kirk or not, there was no
doubt that they soon would with the
Canada Presbyterian Church? Was
not the expense greater then than it
would be now ?

Is the expense of attending Synods in
former days forgotten ? What used it
to cost Cape Breton members to attend ?
What even togo from Cornwallis or
Halifax to Pictou? What from Resti-
gouche to St. Jchn, or from Fredericton
to Miramichi? The advantage of at-
tending a small Synod in those days was
thought sufliciently great to warrant a
man in spending $20, $30 or $40 rather
than be absent. Now it is too much to
spend a much smaller sum to meet the
representative men of six hundred con-
gregations, to influence and be influ-
enced by the larger life of a great church,
to bear men of great and varied ability
discourse on our” common Christian life
and work. and to « crown the edifice” f
Canada, Presbyterianism.

It is even doubtful if the fotal expense
of our organizations, as compared with
the past and the present, would be a
single dollar more in the event of Union.
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For the bounds of Presbyteries and
Synods would of cowrse be very much
contracted, and, thercfore, the expense
of attending less than it is now.

Besides argument on the subject, we
have illustration. The United States
does not find itself too large for one
church. Their ministers, on the average,
and all things considered, are not paid
any better than ours. Yet, instead of
an unwillingness to attend the Assembly,
there is so much eagerness to be there
that the Assembly is almost too big fo-
the convenience of itself and the citizens
of the places in which it mects. The
United Statesis a small enough country
for one Presbyterian Church, but the
Dominion is so large that it must have
two Presbyterian Churches—to be di-
vided only geographically ;—is that what
is meant in sober earnest?

Uxrox1sT.

Hints on the Cultivation of Reli-
gion in Families.

This is the title of a tractate, printed
for private circulation, by Dr. Jenkins,
of Montreal; and, we would infer from
its tone, first preached by him as & ser-
mon. The subjeet is so important, and
the duty, we fear, so neglected now-a-
days, that the Dr. deserves general
thanks for adverting to it in so judicious
and loving style.

e first points outin how many places
in Scripture the duty is enjommed on
Christian parents of striving after reli-
giousness in their children, and then
speaks at greater length of the two
means necessary to be used to secure so
important an end.

1. First and chiefly, a religious tone
will most truly achieve in the family the
triumph of Christign principles. In the
absence of such a tone, instruction in
the doctrines of the Christian religion,
and an enforcement of' its principles, will
be cflittle avail. Under this Eead, he
defines the tone of Sablath keeping as
“not so much a rigid insistence upon
certain forms and postures, or upon the
reading of a certain class of books; not
Jormal restrictiveness in_either this di-
rection or that; but thankfulness of
spirit to the Giver of all good; a spirit
of repose—of restful severance from
earthly thoughts and things—a spirit of
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quiet, unobtrusive devotion, the existence
of which the members of a household are
constrained, without almost a single
demonstration by either word or deed,
to recognize and admire;” the tone of
church-going as “ the so deporting one’s
self, as that the whole houschold feels,
without the saying it, that we really
love the habitation of God’s House, .

and that it is our greatest joy to appear
there with our children; the tone of
charity as a  living, all-pervading spirit,
the refusal to listen to evil, the sugges-
tion of possible good where wrong was
thought to ¢vist; the kindly temper at
all times, especially when the absent,
and yet more the dead, are spoken of.”

2. But “a Christian tone will take
form ; the spirit of religion can scareely
live unless it be *incarnated’ in an active
body.” There will be set up in the
family an altar of worship. The ad-
vantages, indirect and direct, of this
practice are admitted ; but the excuse
for not praetising itis ** a supposed want
of capacity for conducting the exercises
with profit.” Dr. Jenkms sugpests a
simple method to all such. ¢ There is
not one of us, either father or mother,
either clder brother or sister, who can-
not open God’s word and read a portion
of Scripture reverently, and afterwards,
on bended knee, read some of the many
and suitable prayers contained in the
Bovk of Psalms. Here you have a
household liturgy which no humanly-
composed form can equal. There is the
51st Psalm for confession of sin, and sup-
plication for forgiveness; the 103rd, for
thanksgiving ; and the 67th, a prayer for
God’s blessing upon all people. Then,
there is onr blessed Lord's Prayer, with
which to close the service.”

A religious tone will alsc take another
form—that of respect for and a household
study of the Holy Scriptures. The way
is not “ by beginning at the beginning
and going on to the end, without refer-
ence to the capacities of children,—not
by laying down a cast-iron rule that so
many chapters, neither more nor fewer,
shall be read at a particular hour,—but
by selecting some historical or parabolic
portion—not too long, often very short,
—and letting each child in the family
circle read it, so that the lesson may be
repeated twice or thrice. Then letit be
talked over and explained, not in a for-
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mal preaching tone, but in a conversa-
tional style, and, as it were, on the spur
of the moment. It may be, God’s favour
to the young shepherd David; or the
regard of Jesus for little children; or
the stoning of Stephen; ov the death
apon the cross of the loving Saviour.
¢ From a child, says Paul to Timothy,
¢ thou hast known the Ioly Seviptures,
which are able to make thee wise unto
salvation, through faith, which is in
Christ Jesus.”  The faith which dwels
in Timothy’s mother and grandmother
they transmitted to him. Faithful women
of the household in which this youth was
brought up! Blessed Timothy, to have
been so greatly favouved ! These women
were she chiet’ instruments in preparing
him for that ministry in which he took
so distirguished a part1”

With regard to Catechetical instruc-
tion, he advises parents to take their
own share in the recitations of the
houscho!d, as in Scotland in the old
time. “(ne Question and Answerona
Sabbath Day, would usually accomplish
more towards the end we have in view,
than the repetition of twenty.”  Gladly,”
he says, ‘* would I substitute home ser-
vices of this character, for those of the
public worship of God in the evening of
the Lord’s Day; believing that the
practice would strengthen Christian
principles in the community, and beget
reverence for religion, for God’s word,
for Sabbath ordinances, and for Christ’s
ministry.”

The Homeis God’s own institution, as
much as the Church is; and church reli-
gion will always be a feeble plant, un-
less it strike its roots deep in the family
life, and breathe the atmosphere of a
Cliristian home. G.

The work of the Joint Committee
on Union in St. John.

We have not the minutes of the St
John meeting before us, and our only
information, as to what was done, is
from conversations with some who were
present, and from a lengthy article in
the Presbhyterian Adrocate of date April
9. The impression made on our mind
is, that little was done, simply because
a Joint Committee can do little except
ascertain facts. And all the facts that
have been ascertained at the four meet-
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ings—three of them held at Montreal
and this last one at St. John, go to show
that the more negotiations are protracted
the more unneccessary were they, the
colder does tove grow, and the more un-
likely is wnion to take place. The ex-
ample of the negotiating churches in
Scotland proves this ju one way. There,
they have been protocolling on the sub-
ject for ten years or move 3 and the end
of it all is, that the idea of an incorpor-
atirg union is avowedly abandoned, and
a puny knock-kneed thing called * Mu-
tual Bligibility” 3= offered as a substi-
tute and aceepted only by a majority.
The example of the United States Old
and New School Churches proves the
same thing in another way. There,
they acted as if they meant union from
the first, as if they trusted one another,
and trusted to their own common sense,
their good Presbyterian Chureh govern-
ment, and their Christian love to dispose
of all difficulties after they had united.

So they did not amrgue long.  They
yushed into each other’s arms. It wasa

marriage of love: and, like such mar-
riages, it has turned ont well.

When our Joint Committee met first
in Montreal in 1870, the harmony that
characterized the procecdings astonished
every one. At the first sitting, every-
thing that was necessary to be found
out, or neeessary to be done previous to
union, was clearly shown and arranged.
A simple basis was agreed upon, and the
Committee might then and there have
stoppet.  But, Scotchmen-like, as there
was no difficulty, they }.ad to make one.
The College question was taken up.
Had they reflected, they would have
seen that the only deliverance possible
onsuch o Guestion was one similar to
what was adepted with regard to modes
of worship ; that is, take in the Colleges
& they were, with their different prac-
tices, modes of government, support,
&., and trust to the wisdom of the
Ciited Body to make such re-arrange-
hents as might afterwards be found
necessavy. A large church must be
ore tolerant, more comprehensive,
tan a small one. If there is to be 2
union at all, it must be by the inclusion,
ad not at the sacrifice, of the peculiar
fatures of each of the parts. After
days of discussion, this dawned upon the
fwinds of the Commwittee, and a resolu-
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tion aflirming this—though in language
capable of misinterpretation, —was pass-
ed.

The matter was then referred to the
Supreme  Chureh Courts. Three of
ol acted more wisely than the Com-
mittee; that is, secing that there was
a unanimity in doctrine and a general
desire for union, and that the diversities
in practice were inconsiderable, they
aceepted the basis.  1ad they desived
to make difficuities, the wording of the
resolution on Culleges afforded them op-
portunity. But they accepted the ver-
bal explanationsthat were given, know-
ing that the difliculties would cease
when the United Body looked upon all
the Colleges as their own.  Unfortu-
nately, the fourth Court, the General
Assembly of the Canada Presbyterian
Chureh, was not so wise : and at its door
lies the blame of all the delays that have
since occurred.  The C. P’s changed the
doctrinal basis 5 they were suspicious of
the finding on Colleges, and they re-com-
mitted the whole matter to a larger
Committee. Had it not been for this
action, the congregations could have
been consalted in the autumn of 1871
and had there been general agreement,
as we believe there would have been
then, the great union would have taken
place immediately.

One delay led to another. The meet-
ing in Montreal of the larger Joint Com-
mittee, in Sept., 1871, was by no means
so satisfactory as the meeting in 1870.
The spirit was not so good. There was
less disposition to make concessions.
And they attempted the impossible.
They proposed a plan, excellent in it-
self, for fusing the Colleges into one:
that was too fair to please any party,
and that was rcjected by cach and
every party concerned asa betrayal of
its own dearest interests.  Then, as if to
make matters worse, the C. P. Assem-
bly of 1872 instructed their Com-
mittee, in its future negotiations, to
endeavour to secure in some way, in the
basis, a recognition of the Headship of
Christ over 1fis Church!

The prospects of Union looked very
dark in the summer of 1872. Some re-
gretted that the question had ever been
mooted, for they felt that ifit failed now,
after we had all found that there was
no goed reason fory and many good rea-
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sons against, keeping separate, and per-
petuating the old feuds and dead war-
cries, theve eould be no blessing on us
as churches, and that we would De dis-
credited in the face of the universal
Church of Christ.  But the darkest hour
is nearest the dawn.  The people in the
Upper Provinces were in earnest for
union, and they felt indignant that it
should be stopped by eob-webs. Ac-
cordingly, at a meeting of the two Com-
mittees in the autumn of 1872, both the
College question  and  the lleadship

uestion were speedily relegated to the
limbo of things on which no new de-
liverance was needed; and a meeting
of the four Committees was arranged to
take place in St. John.

At St. John it seems that the irre-

pressible College question cropped up
again ; not, however, in connection with
the Colleges in Ontario, or Quebeg, but,
strange to say, in conncetion with Dal-
-housic College. Our Churchez in the
-Lower Provinces baving endowed three
Chairs in it, have the right to nominate
three Governors, and they have no wish
to give up the right as long as they pay
the Professors. R’ery woood ; but as no
one would ever ask them to abandon
such right, all mention of Dalhousie was
really unnecessary, though technieally
those who brought this matter up were
Justifiable, because the Committee in
Montreal had come to a general finding
that the United Church should not be
required to elect Trustees in the Arts’
Departments of Colleges. This and the
Manitoba College question having been
settled, the mode of supporting the
various Colleges of the Umted Church
was discussed, and it was finally resolved
to let this matter also lie over, and allow
the various institutions to enter the
union with their present means of sup-
port.

The following resolution respecting
rights of property belonging to in-
dividual congregations and corporate
bodies entering into the Union, was
passed :—

“ That such legislation shull be sought
as shall preserve undisturbed all rights ef
property now belonging to congregations
and corporate bodies, and at the same time
not interfere with freedom of action on the
part of congregations in the same locality
desirous of unitiug, or on the part of cor-
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porate bodies which may find it to beex
pedient to discontinue wholly or partinlly
their corporate existence.”

And also the fullowing recommenda-
tion -

“ That steps be taken at the first meet-
ing of the General Assembly of the United
Church for the equitable establishment and
administration ot an cfiicient fund for the
benefit of the widows and orphaus of min.
jsters.”’

And with regard to Home and
Foreign Missions, with a view to mak-
ing wore use of district Synods than is
done in Scotland, the following :—

This Committee does now express its
confident expectation that the United
Church will heartily take up and prosecute
the Home and Foreign missionary and be.
nevolent operations ot the several churches,
according to their respective claims, and
that with regard to the practical work of
the Church, and the prosccution of it
echemes, whilst the General Assembly shal
have the supervision and coutrol of all the
work of the Church, yet the Commitice
recommends that the United Charch shall
have duc regard to such arrangemens,
throwgh Synods and local conunitiees, st
shall tend most efiectually to unite i
Christian love and sympathy the sever
sections of the Charch, and at the same
time to draw forth the resources and ener
gics of the people in behalf of the work f
Christ in the Dominion and throughou!
the world.”

All questions that eould be brought
up having been thus disposed of, the
resolutions forming the doctrinal basi
of union were read and re-adopted by
the Committee, and again recommended
by it to the favorable consideration ¢
the supreme courts of the negotiating
Churches. It was finally agreed tha
the finding of the Committee shoult
consist of these four resolutions, and the
resolutions respecting  State  grant,
modes of worship, the College question, - -
Widows’ and Orphany’ Fund, Rights of
Property, Temporalitics ¥und, anl -
Home and Foreign Missions, these tobt
embodied by a sub-committecin a singk
document to be presented to the severd -
supreme courts. Other resolutions nd
here enunerated, such, for instance, ¥
that on the Headship of Christ, not b
ing intended to satisfy all, can be traw
mitted to the Church or Church
particularly interested by means of
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“finutes of the Committee’s proceed-
ings.

We cannot close, says the Advocate,
without a single remark on the unanim-
ity which characterized all the Conmit-
tee’s actions, and  the greatest credit is
certainly due to its members not only
for business talents ot a high order, but
also for the rarer qualities of tact,
patience and  Christian forbearance,
qualities sure to render the movement
altimately successtul,

We ave certainly rejoiced that such
harmony and unanimity prevailed. It
is now for their respective Supreme
Church Courts to aceept or reject the
results of their Tabours.  Let there be
no more tinkering at these. Let them
be submitted to Congregations through
Presbyteries, and we shall then sce
whether our people are prepared for so
grand a stride in advance, or wlnct'l\cr
they have allowed their representatives
to negotiate for Union for yewrs while
they were opposed to it, intending at the
last motuent to refusz to * go forward.”

Celebrities of the U. 8. Pulpit.

In aletier lately reecived by me from
“a Nova Scotian abroad,” ave sovme
brief pen-tnd-ink sketches of leading
reachers in New York and New Eng-
and, so graphic and interesting that [
cannot resist the temptation of extract-
ing them, without asking the writer's
leave, for the Lenchit of the readers of
the Record. e commences with Henry
Ward Beecher, concerning whom he
says i—

* Any one who has formed an idea of
Mr. Beecher from a photograph, has a
very poor notion of his appearance. 1
expected to see an ascetic and severe-
looking personage. On the contrary,
he looks the kiadliest of men, whole-
souled and benignant. I could not help
fecling that there was sumething gigan-
tic about him. His whole appearance
is indicative of power~his physique
masdve, aml there is a real grandeur
about the featurcs. They speak of a
mighty intellect and a great depth of
feclmg.  The night I heard him was
very stormy, but the church was full. 1
want to say just a worid about the sing-
mng. They bave a large choir of—say
forty, and the music is nearly all of the
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simplest kind, so that the whole congrega-
tion can join, and do join, in that
part of the service. I don't think
I can iwmagine Dr. Beecher tolerat-
ing the ¢performing quartette” e
wants all to sing: and ¢if they can't
sing, they can make a joyf! noise,” and
they did make as joyful a noise as f ever
heard in any church. It was in<piring.
His senmon was conversational in its
style, easy without any effort, and seldom
breaking into an excited passage.  Ile
plays with thought and words like a cat
with a mouse : often seems to have two
or three ideas in advance of what he is
saying, and his expressive face betrays
each new conception.  Now and then
the index denotes another and another
fancy, as though they came after each
other rapidly, and were clamouwring for
expression ; but he is ¢asy and masterly,
and keeps them all ¢in hand?  Now his
face lights up, and those who know him
smile a knowing sort of smile, for <ome-
thing funny is coming; and, in another
moment, the audience ix thrilled by a
flash of wit or a drollish expression. lle
seems unable to withstand the inelina-
tion now and then to put a thing in a
ridiculous light.

“ Mr. Murray, of Boston, is a man of
about thirty, medium height, ruzeedly
strong and maseelar; looks as though
e spent most of his time in the open
air, and even at hard work. He 1y
think, less like @ minister iu appearance
than any minister Lhave ever seen.  Ile
might pass for an engineer or a railway
comductor, or a stage driver, in his Sun-
day clothes, but never for a clergyman.
e is one of the selfmade. Bornon a
farm, and obliged to work his way
against great difliculties, he is evidently
a man of great determination and en-
durance. Ile is an enthusiastic lover of
nature ; has a farm i Rhode Island,
where he raises choice horses and cattle,
and where he ploughs and makes hay
inearnest.  Like all the elergymen here,
he has his regular vacations, and these
he spends in *roughing it As a fruit
of one of his 1.7ps, he “has published a
little volume called ¢ A Guide to the
Adirondacks,” which, I am told, is very
interesting.  Terbaps he has  fairly
carned his ‘nom’ of ‘the Park Street
Beecher,” but apparently the men have
not a great deal in common. Both are
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wondefully gifted, and there the <mn-
Yarity ends. “His text was the verse in
which Pilate asks the Jews, « What shall
I do with Jesus which is called Christ?”
And e urged his hearirs to put this
question to themselves. It was such a
serimon as one does not often hear from
a New Englund pulpit; there was none
of that sensationalisn which is co preva-
lent here now, bat there was real elo-
quence and power.

“ My Hepworth, in New York, owes
his celebrity, perhaps altogether, to the
fact that b has left the Unitarians, and
is about founding an Orthodox Church,
partly from his former flock, and partly
from any outsiders who may join his
new standard.  Ile left a wealthy con-
gregation with whom he was most com-
?ontal;l) settled, and began dfr:ﬁn with a
small band, holdm'rsclvlw n Steinway
Hall, untilina p0\mon to build a church.
His sermon, on the day I heard him,
was as shallow a picce of trumpery as
one can imagine—a suecession of guilded
metaphors and artificial effects—tricks
of rhetorie, and exhibitions of dramatic
attainments, which he issaid to have
acquired as an ardent student of the
famous Edwin Booth. Apparently he
was the most earnest and evangelic of
men, but it looked like & religions per-
formance. I suppose there are persons
who are more readily awakened by that
kind of preaching than by any other.

“Of Dr. McCosh I had better say
nothing. 1le was beyond my eriticisin,
Ever Y word was weighty with the
meaning of a master mmd “trained as a
master mind should be tr uned ¢ Preach
ve that whichis sound doctrine,” was
one of the two texts of his discourse;
and it was indeed refreshing to hear the
rugged, noble-looking old bcotd:man,
'mn-r the nmlutorm nonscn% one hears
continnally in this place. You will not
wonder at my spe.S\m(r so, when rou
think of the state of Ichmon in New
England.  We all know of the outr ages
of ‘ﬂpnmnhsk Free Thinkers, Fiee
Lovers, and what not. There are thou-
sands of such about Boston. The Music
Hall, the finest public room in the city,
is used every Sunday afternoon for their
blasphemies ; and the Saturday papers
are full of notices of their mectings,
circles and seances.  But you would be
surprised indeed if I could tell you of a
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sermon which I heard on st Sunday

evening., I went to the Presbyterian
Church abont a mile from my roem.

The sermon cextainly made me doubt
the ¢ DPrechyterianism”  The preach-
er, or perhaps I should say  the
lecturer, was a talented young man.
His sebject wuas * Common sense and
theology”; but, as Thave already written
so muel. T must postpone sy ing more,
at least for the preseat. You will have
some idea of ity when el yvou that the
doctrines of total depravity, of the atone-
ment, of varth being our only state of
probation, and of cternal punishiment,
were rejecied as not tp be entertained
by any reasonable bomng, and utterly
unworthy of the loving father that God
was.

« Me. Dunn, of Beach St. Chureh.
Boston. Thave not heard vet. 1le has
iately challenged the sceptical wortd of
New L.wlmul to a public discussion.

“So genei al is the spir 1t of *('l'pll( ism
here, that ] am fecling very strongly
that the batth- now should not be be-
tween the clinehes, or even between
Roman Catholies and Protestants, bat
between Christians and Unbelievers.

¢ Asto the power of preachers here
over the heart and will, T heve heard
more powerful preaching, 1 think, at
houe. Jecelier and  others ¢ daw
crowded houses.  They are (lnterhmmg,
and the Yankevsare fond of a sensation
but are the men who ¢draw,” the men
who do the most good 77

1laLIFax.

Home Trainirg.

4 Train Jup a child in the way he
should go.” is Heaven’s injunciion, and
one meriting the solenm consideration
of every parent.  In training the chili,
it should ever bu remembered that it is |
the pussessor of a three-folld natare. It
is a physical, an intellectnal and amoral
Leing. Thus cndowed, and thus sent
into lho workl, i is nn;.ml.mt that ths
three-fold nature be cultivated, inoor
that there way be proprer growth. Care-
fully must the health of the child be
watched over. Proper fuod must be
administered, adapted to the growth of
the intellect. . nd, above all, the moral
nature, which nssmnhtcs us to the
Deity, must be tenderly nurtured.
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Now, in order that the Jambs may be
voperly fed, there must be right train-
g and nurturing at home.  ‘There the
work must commence. Just as the pot-
ter has the clay placed in his hands,
which he moulds and fashions into brick;
so parents have placed in their hands
the waterial from which, by Divine help,
they are to tashion and mould the future
men and women of the chureh and
world.  And upon wothers (though not
wholly) devolves this moulding process,
the nurturing and upbringing of the
Jambs at home.  To rvender them sue-
cessful in this work. the Seriptures pre-
sent us with a beaontiful eaxample of «
devout, modest home-life o a godly
woman, well worthy of inritation. Eunice
was indeed a successtul mother, of whose
history little is known. Married to 2
beathen, an ungodly hushand, an oftence
for which she probably sufiered boti at
the hands of God and man, her work in
training and feeding the young Timethy
must indeed have been arduous, and
performed oftentimes amid great difli-
culty.  Still she persevered, and all
parents may well be encouraged by her
briliiant success to copy her example of
devout faithiulness.  Now, there arve
Jjust two points in her history to which
Paul calls attention—"1er own unfeigned
faith, and the traning of Ler boy in the
familiar knowledge ot the Holy Serip-
wres.  Here, then, is the crand seeret
of success 1 feeding tae fambs. I you
wish to nowrish .l strengthen your
children to faith in (God, then there
must be a cultivation of faith unfeigned
withn  your own hearts. No other
method will serve the purpose, for a
half-believing  parent cannot train a
child to a whole-hearted faith.  And
possessing this fuith, the work is cum-
mencerd at the right end as well asat
the right thne.  Eunice did this.  From
a child, lterally an infant, she spoke to
Thnotty of the Tinly Scripiures.  When
but a child carried in her arms, the un-
feigned faith of that mothier led ker to
operate upon his spiritual nature, long
before he was able to understand the
words that {ell upon his cars. By her
government, her pravers, her example,
her plain and simple 1struction, the
character of Timothy was muulded, and
he became an eminent disciple of Christ.
Thus did this godly woman succeed in
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the home-training of her boy, and ae-
complish her arduous task, leaning on
the arm of Divine strength.

The whole duty of parents in this
matter may, then, be summed up or
stated in few words. If you wish the
lambs to be cared for and fed. then you
must teach well, rule well, live well, and
pray well. Teach your children the
truths that God has taught us in his
word, stooping down until you become
a very lhittle child beside your little
children.  Act not the tyrant, yet be
master and mistress in your own house.
Live well, setting 2 good example m all
things, remembering that children are
the most imitative ereaturez in the world.
Pray well in your closets, for you need
all the strength from on high that you
san obtain-  And forget not your family
altars, making the wowrhip a short,
sweet exercise, and allowing the ehildren
that canread to take part.  Thus living,
teaching, ruling and praying. you are
nurturing and feeding the lambs, and
making your households Christian homes.
Then shall your sons be as plants grov.
up in their youth, and your daunghters
as corner stones polished after the simili-
tude of a palace.

Thoughts on Topics of the Day.—
Prayer ia reference to Temporal
Affairs.

The age in whieh we live is an incre-
dulous one; and the higher its attain-
ments in science, the farther it wanders
from God. Ilereisa fresh instance in
the matter of prayer.  Learned Profess-
o3 deny that there is an answer to
prayer, particularly in temporal affairs.
Some ministers write that prayer cannot
affect the duminion of God, whose laws
are fixed, and that, consequently, there
is no usc in praying for rain or for
earthly guod. Both hold that the vene-
fit of prayer is the comfort of the exer-
cise, but not the blessings it obtains
from above. Now, in answer {o these
unbelieving views, the Bible represents
prayer as moving the Iland that con-
trols the world. — All things are open to
it; things temporal as well as things
spiritnal may be praved for, as.in fact,
our Lord has taught by the fourth peti-
tion of the Lord’s Prayer.  And prayers
for earthly good have been answered, as
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well as for spiritual. Of the former were
Jacob’s prayer for the reconcilement of
Esan, Hezckialy’s for recovery, Elijah’s
for rain. and the Churchs for the re-
covery of Peter from prison. * But these
were miraculous interpositions”  And
what are any praycrs, but asking help
above human, and the operation of a
higherlaw thanthe natural;inotherwords,
they imply supernatural ageney. The
Prince of Wales was sick unto death;
believing men prayed, and lbis life was
given him as a prey.  The nation met
and kept a solemn thanksgiving. What
was all this but acknowledging the in-
terposition and the eflicacy of the great
Physician? The Bible does not stop to
tell us how God works, and never puts
His laws as an obstacle to His working,
but represents Him as doing what seem-
eth Ilim good in heaven :ud in earth,
uncontrolled by law and unconfined by
fate ; but pledged to hear the cry of Ilis
children, and promising them deliver-
ance. ¢ Ask and ye shall reccive, seek
and ye shall find, knock and it shall be
opened.” If prayer obtain no answers,
then these texts are mockery, and the
sinews of exertion are cut; the child
drifts away from its father, and the
earth recognizes not God. But experi-
ence as well as Scripture speak a differ-
ent language.

¥ Prayer makes the darkened cloud withdraw,
Prayer climbs the 2adder Jacob saw;

Gives excreise to faith and love,

Brings every blessing from above.”

Thas, if we have a sick child, orif we
fear for the approachingspring, we arcas
warranted to pray for health and the
weather as truly as for grace and peace,
only with the accompaniment, “ never-
theless, not as I will, but as thou wilt;””
for, as we are but poor judges, we must,
in things temporal, excreise submission.
With this limitation, there is nothing in
the whole domain of nature that we may
not pray for, provided we find any pre-
cedent or warrant in the Scriptures.
And any other view is at once unbeliev-
ing, and cuts the sinews of all prayer.
Not long will persons pray, if therc be
nothing but the comfort of the exercise;
but it is the answers to prayer that make
the party say, “Blessed be God, who
hath not turned away wy - .yer from
Iim, nor denicd His Grace tome.™

-
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Eachdraidh Baglais na H-Alba.
AN DARA Rit—IIL.

§ 9. ’Se ainm Ninian a’ ¢head aon a
thiinig thugainn o na lianteann dorcha
mar soisgentach Albannach.  Ruogadh
e ann an Albainn, far an robh “athair
na cheann-fheadhna. Cha-n aithne ¢
aite an d'fhuair e colas air an fhirinn;
difhaodadh gur ann aig 2’ bhaile ann
an Albainn. ~Ach tha thios againne gun
robh e, air son aobhar no choreigin, san
Roimh. Bha saor maliirt eadar gach
cearn dhe an Jompaireachd Rombanach
agus an Roimh, agus is trie leinn *ma
eachdraidhean na  linntcan ud bhi
flenghadh mu Bhreatuinnich °bhi “sa
bhaile mhor sin.  Fhuair casbuig na
Roimh fios air Ninian 'nuair bha ¢ ann
a <ul, agus bhae cho toilichte le cho
math sa thiinig e air aghairt 'san
fhirinn, s gun do thagh e e mar mhinis-
tear an tsvisgeul agus chur e nall e @'z,
dhutheha féin. Rinn an teachdair na
dhichioll air son a luchd-daimh agus a
luchd-dbhuthcha a thoirt chum ¢dlas na
firinn ; agus do bhrigh s gu bheil ¢ air
a sgriobhadh s € Cha phill '’ fhoealsa a
m’ jonnsuidh gun tairbhe; ach co-lion-
aidh ¢ an ni a’s 3ill leam, agus bheire
eu buil an ni mu "n do chur mi mach ¢"—
cha-n ¢l teagamh nach d'fhuair e
toraidhean dhe shaothair vile. Thog ¢
cagliis—a” cheud aonan air fonn Al
baimn—ann am baile araidh ann an
Gallabhaigh.

Chuir eashuig na Roimh duine cile
& am bainm Palading do dh’ Eivinn
mu an Jun a thiminig Ninian.  An deigh
dha sud "bhi ann an Eirinn air son uine
thiinig ¢ gu Albainn agus shaoraich ¢
ann an sin gu Jm a bhais.  Bha sith aig
an caglais s bha i saor ogeur-leanmhuinn,
agus ann an sin tha aobhar againn bin
creidsinn gun do “riith foeal an
Tighearna agus dun robh e air a ghlor-
achadh.”

§ 10. Muchiad guleth bliana an déigh
do Nimian agus Paladius a thighinn
thiinig an duine ro-ainmeil agus dileas,
Callum-Cille. Tha Bede a toirt an
cuuntas a leanas air a theachdaireachd:
'Sa blliana  Chriosd 563 ’nuair bha
JTompaircachd ma Roimh fo ringhladh
Tustin a Woige, thiinig Callum-Cille, 2
bha na Phreasbatidr agus na Abba, agus
a bhia ro-chliniteach airson a_shaothair
agus a ghiulan s sin ga finghal, 3 Eirinn
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gu Dhreatuinn. B’ e a ran ann a bhi
teachd, focal Dhé a shearmonachadh
ann an duthchanna na Pictich tuathach,
oir bha an sluagh a bha mu dheas dhiu
sin, air an jompachadh a chum a
chreidimh e Ninian uine fhada roimh
an am ud. Thiinig Callum-Cille do
Bhreatuninn ‘nuair bha Bride, prionnsa
ro-chumbachdach a riaghladh osceann
na Pictich; agus rinn cumhachd teag-
aisg an duine naomh, agus buaidh
cisemplir, an Cinneach sin iompachadh
a chum a chreidimh.”

Rugadl: Callum-Cille ann an Eirinn,
far an & fhuair e2 foghluim Thiinig da
fhear dbeug maille ris o Eivinn—aon
din & am bainm Mochonna, mac Righ
Ulster.  Thug  Callum comhairle dha
aun a dbuthaich agus a luchd-miminntiv
fhazail sach >sann fhreagair an Oganach :
I tusa m® athair, s 1 an Eaglais mo
mhathair, agus an dite anus an eruinnich
mi an toradh @’s mo do Chrivsd, sinn mo
dlmthaich.”  Sheol jad o Lirimm ’sa
bhliana a tha air ainmeachadh le Bede
agus rainig iad tir ann an Eilean 4’ am
bainm I ach anis d"an ainm I Callum-
Cille. Fhuair ¢ an cilean sco dha féin
’s da “dheisciobluibh o Conal, Righ nan
Sgavthaich, agus dhaingnich Diide a
choir.  CLo math s a chuir Callum na
nithe saoghalta air rian ghabh ¢ turus
shealltuium air Bride, agus tha e aira
radh gun do bhaist ¢ an righ; ach biodh
sin mar di’ fhaodadh, tha fhios againne
gun I'fhuaiv ¢ Tan.chead o n righ *bhi
searmomitchadh an t-soisgeul s na riogh-
achd.  Agus bha Callum cho glic i
Iain Noes: ghabh ¢ an cothrom mar am
bihearr a d fhaodadh; agus cha-n ¢
sin mbinn ach chunnaie ¢ nach urrainnear
cagliis glan 2 chumail n-airde  gun
ministrealachd foghluimte.  Thog ¢ ol
thigh (no Colluist) air an aobhar sin,
agus  theagaisg ¢ éin agus a dha
dheisciobuil deug, na muinatir le'm ¥’
aill a teachd cham an cilean I air ~.aa
bhi fazhluim sligh na naomhachd azus a
bhieatha. 5. L. G

<>

2

b . )
¥ R
Snaneiarn—Shanghai is the strong-
hold of the Romanists in China.  They
have a lange Cathedral in this city, be-
sides flonrishing misdon establishments.
Theiradherents in and around Shanghat
are said to number $0,000.
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Song of Solomon, ii. 8.—‘ The voice of
my beloved! behold e cometh leap-
ing upon the mountains, skipping upon
the hiils.”

This passage is highly poctic. There is
no poetry so lofty in diction and inspiring
in sentiment, as the poetry of the Bible—
expressive of the thoughts of God to man,
and ot redeemed man to God. In the
passage before us, we have a fine specimien
of the sacred feelings of the Christian
Church, clothing themselves in sweet, flow-
ing and lofty measures. The descriptivn
given indicates the Church in a waiting
pocition, anxiously looking out for the com-
ing of her Lord. Judging from the expres-
sions used in the preceding verses, she was
distressed by His absence, faint and weary
through anxicty and watching, and hence
she asks for comfort, saying: * Stay me
with flagons, comfort me with apples, tor I
am  sich,”—vvercome, overpowered—* of
love.”” Oh,stay me,lill me with the fruits and
mediation of the cross, which s the meaning
of those apples on the tree of Christ’s cruci-
fixion. Iu her distress you find ber erying
for relicf, for spiritual comfort, for more of
Christ’s spirit and presence in her heart
and soul.  ‘That is always the effect of true
love. It scehs moze and more the joy ful
light and presence of its lover ; and hence,
as in this case, absence—remural—distance
lends “ no enchantment,” but pain and
carnest longing and anxicty. The Church
of Christ, in this particular, was sad and
loncly—disturbed with dreams and visions
and veports and misgivings about her Lord,
s0 that she beeame tumid, aund was away out
on the streets, enquiring of every passer by :
“Saw ye Him whom my soul loveth i
You car imagine what the agony of her
heart would be when she was told 10 anun-
feeling reply @ * No, we have not scen Him,
bat you may have,” would be the cager,
anxious plea put in, and then she wonlkd
begin a plowing deseriptionof Him. My
beloved is white and ruddy, the chicfest
amonyg ten thousand ; His head is as the
most linc gold, s locks are bushy and
black as a mven, is cves arc like dove’s
cycs, by the rivers of waters washed with
milk and fidly sct,” &c. This is my bLelov-
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ed, O duughters of Jerusnlem—swhen ye sce
Him, tell me, for “my head is Giled with
dew and my locks with the drops of the
night.”” My Lovd, saith she, delayeth bis
cotmng ; the time engaged, as she thought,
for 1his veturn, had expired ; she was anx-
jously looking for some sign of His com-
ing, hsteniug for some sound, something,
auythig that might by a sure indieation of
His approach; and lo, at Inst, she hears o
sound, u voiee commmg up beyoud the
rmouttains aud over the nlls, aud quick us
the thash ot aflection ean diaw the infercuce,
“itas the voiee of my beloved, behold e
eotucth leaping upon the mountains, ship-
ping upon the ills ©* The imagination, as
you can well understand, would be very
active under such circumstanees, and hence
the preture that is diawn is very vivid aud
grand—cuming, leaping from ono hill-top
o another—touchmg with up-toe the hills,
indicating great speed, and thus giving ont
the iden, clear and distinet, that the Lord
Jesus is just as awxious to be with llis
Church as she was desivous to bave Him;
henee ther love is mutual, hearty, free,
spontaicous.

Thus I have endeavoured to explain the
Ianguage of the text, and the circumstances
of the Church in her wating, expectant
cofchuon.  Let us uouce I. The joyous
announcement,  ** Behold, He cometh.”
1L, The Chureh’s recognition . * the voiee
of my Leloved.” 111 The divcction from
which ile is commyg—'over the moun-
taws.” IV, The manner of His coming—
“ Jeaping, skipping.” &e.

I. Lat us notice the joyous announce-
ment of the waiung Church: “ Behold,
Ile cometh”  You will remember the
circumstances of the Chureh of the Re-
decmer, as vepresented in the parable; she
had trimwmed her lamps and gone out to
meet the Bridegroom. At midnight the
cry was wade: “ Behold, Ile cometh.”
Then hegan the hurry and confusion ; e
had come upon them in an hour and at &
time when they least expected it, notwith-
standing they had been anxiously looking
for and wainng His presence.  They were
not all ready, and, after all their expectation
and watching, were not all permtted to go
in to the marringe.  And 80 it is even to
this day : many are in a state of expectancy
who have very little fecling in the watter,
and to such His coming will be both unex-
pected and unprofitable, as it was to the
foolish virgins. Those virgins were not
any wore {oolish than the great majority of
the professing Christians of 1o-dny. Their
folly consisting in the ewptiness of their
hearts, the hollowness and insincerity of
their faith in and love to Christ. They
were looking for Christ, but were not very
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suxious whether He camo or not. They
were told that, when 1le eame, e wonid
vestore their Kimgdom, make them prosper-
ous and happy, and bestow upon them
many blessings generally.  ‘T'hey partly be-
hoved this, and henco were, in a2 munner,
waiting and looking, but hnl no very deep
feeling in the mattor.  Just as 1 would feel
towards & neighbonr whom 1 had never
seen, and who was away for many years,
aud yet T wag told by ms frends that he
was eapected home, and when he eane he
would be of gieat service to me, beeanse
warm friend of the Church and a true luver
of Jesus.  Now, with such information, I
conld not help having svine longings for
his return, though at the sametime T would
not betray very great inteasity of feeling in
the matter, beenuse ho was a stianger to
me—I did not know him personatly , all I
had for it was the testimony of others,
which might be overdrawn. I could not
get up anardour or an enthusiasm of fecling
like her who was his lawful wedded wife,
and who, during these long and lonely
years, had sat as a widew. When she
hears of his coming, her souls swells with
emotivn, lier heart quichens and  throbs
with auimated and uncontrolled feeling ;
down drops the pen or distall from her
hand, and out she goes to every passer-by,
sy ing, S .w ye him whom my soul loveth?”
Now, there is o vast difference, in this case,
in the inteusity of feeling which the one
bears over the other. I am cool, quite
cool, philosophically so, almost indifferent.
She is perfectly overcome, wild with joy;
the pentup feelings of her heart ave bub.
bling and bursting over, like 2 mountain
torrent rushing to the main.  We arve buth
looking fov the same person ; but oh ! what
a difference in owr feelings.  Now this will
iltustrate to you the difierence of feeling in
the true Christian waiting for his Lord and
the nominal Christian.  They ave both
waiting, but not cqually anxious ; they are
both in the Church, but both have not the
spirit of the true Church ; both are waiting,
lookingr, hoping, but oh ! how different in
their expeetation. It is the coming of
Christ that agitates and inspires the
Chureh, just as the coming of your near
and dear friend animates and inspires you;
and us the ardour of your feeling pusses
throngh the whole house in which you live,
and your fricnds are less or more aflected
by it, and begin to long too in & measure;
so this intense fecling in the Church for the
coming of her Lord, passes over the com-
munity in which the Church is phwated,
and a sympnathy of feeling is stirred upr in
the minds of those wh» arc not Christiaus,
insomuch thatr, on a day of solemn Com-
munion like this, you will find crowds out,
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tike the foolish virgins, also looking for tho
coming of tho Saviour; but oh! how
difforent is their fedling, their expeetation,
from those who are true Christians, married
to Christ by faith, and living in the sweet
recollections of 11is love and favour The
true Christinn alone looks for Christ’s com-
ing with that intensity and ardour of soul-
eleetricity that brings Jesus to itself.  Tho
formal, the nominal Christian, have no
such feelings, nud hence Jesus is not drawn
to their souls. 1t is tho woman whose
husband is coming—it is she who hasg been
weeping the long, lonely nights when he
was gone—it i8 she whose soul has been
out on tho wings of the morniug, whoso
breath has been spent on the desert air, and
the vibrations of which from atar have been
shedding gracious influences upon him,
drawing his hears, inspiring hope and
energizing  his life—it is she, in all that
waiting crowd, that is to receive the first
look, first smile, aud the first cmbrace. So
is it, in an emphatic sense, true of the
Church of the Lord Jesus Christ.  She, of
all the expecting erowds of this world, will
be the first to receive the Lord when lo
comes—her heart is wide open—her arms
aro extended—in her embraco she holds a
world, to be ransomed for her Lord and
King; and when e comes, it will be to
her to bo received of His own. It you look
into the Old Testament you will find the
Church, all through the Patriarchal days,
looking out and anticipating tho coming of
Christ. ‘T'ne very first intimation of it ig
given in the prowmise made to the wowman
after the fall. 1 will put enmity between
thee and the woman, between thy sced and
her sced; he shall bruise thy fcad, and
thou shalt braisc his heel.” The incar-
naton of Christ has taught us ““ who the
sced of the woman is ’—I1lis death hath
explained to us the propheey of the bruising
of Ius heel.  But the futal blow at the head
will be inflicted at the second coming of
Christ, when e appears without sin unto
salvation, to raise llis saints—to chain the
old serpent—to make an end of sin. Xnoch,
as you will remember, the seventh from
Adum, prophesied, saying :  Behold, the
Jord cometh with ten thousand of llis
saints, to execute judgment upon all, and
to convince all that are ungodly among
them ot all their ungodly deeds which they
have ungodly committed. and of all their
hard specehes which ungodly sinuers have
spoken against Him.”  Job, in the strength
ol a far-reaching fauth, testifies : ¢ I know
that my Redeemer liveth, and that lle
shall stand at the latter dsy upon the
carth; and though afwer my skin worms
destroy this body, yet, in my fiesh, shall I
sce (tod.”  So, also, Isainh and Danicl and
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Haggai cach speak of the appearance and
coming of Christ under various simili-
tudes—ns * the ancient of days sitting up-

on u throne;”” as the “shaking of the
heavens,” and as “the desire of all
nations.”  Still Jater you find Malachi

closing the prophetic testimony, with more
vividness and clearness as the day was
drawing nigh, saying: “‘The Lord whom
ye scek will saddenly come to His temple,
even tho messenger of the covenant, whom
ye delight in, bebold, e shall come, saith
the Lord of [{osts.” Thus, like the golden
thvead, does this prophecy run through the
entire Old Testament dispensation, with its
tinge shedding light and glory upon the
whole. The Old Testament gaints were
all the while animated with the prospects
of a coming Redeemer—they looked
through type and shadow and furm to fim
and for llim who is the brightuess of the
Father’s glory, and the express image of
Iis person.  They were o waiting people,
a joy-anticipating Church in a dark age.
Nor did they wait and hope in vain.  Soon
the revolving years bring round the happy
period, when the Babe is born in Betble-
hem, and to Him the gathering of the
nations be. Pious old Simeon, leaning
upon his staff, and all but blind with age,
is waiting in the temple for the consolation
of Isracl, and as soon as he saw the Babe,
for to him it was revealed that he should
not sce death before he had seen the Lord’s
Christ, hie exclaims : “ Now, Lord, let Thy
servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have
seen ‘Lhy salvation.” The New Testament
saints rejoice in a Saviour already come,
but One who has gone to the heaveuns for a
season, thence to return again, to take Tlis
people home with Him, so that where Ie
is, there they may be also. Throughout
the Epistles, you find the Church of Apos-
tolic days lovking with unwearied gaze for
the sccond appearance of the Son of Man ;
and hence the language she cmploys is
simple and grand. Peter, as her mouth-
picee, says: < Qur conversation is in hea-
ven, from whence we look for the Saviour,
the Lord Jesus Christ;”’ and again, ““look-
ing for and hasting into the coming of the
day of the Loxd ;”* and again, “the day of
the Lord will come as a thicef in thenight.”
The Apostle James, in comforting and
quicting the Church in scasons of trouble
and turmoil, says: “Be patient, thercefore,
brethren, unto the coming of the Lord;
for,” says he, “the coming of the Lord
draweth nigh.””  John also, in_speaking to
the little children, says: * When Christ,
who is our life, shall appear, then shall we
also appear with Him in glory;” and
again, “It doth not yet appear what we
shall be, bat we know that when He shall
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appear we shall be liko Him, fur we shall
see Him as Heis.”  ‘The apestle Paul, in
a multitude of places, in all hiis epistles and
to all his Churches, speaks of this as the
most plorious and inspiring lope of the
Clurch—His appearnuce—the glorivus ap-
pearing of the great God and vur Saviour
desus Clivist.  When lle would  correct
thur minds of worldly  tendencies and
guand them against corrupting doctrines,
Ile makes his appeal thus : * Brethren, we
beseech you, Ly the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and by our gathering togethes
unto Him, that ye be not soon shaken in
mind, or be troubled.”  When he appealed
to them for their hope, their joy and their
crown of rejoicing, his reply was: “ Are
not ¢ven ye in the presence of our Lord
Josus Cluist at is coming.”  When he
foreshadowed the destruction of all those
systems of superstition and idolatry, which
is after the working of Satan with all
power and sigus and lying wonders, it is
in these grand and lofty utterances:
“ Whom the Lord will consume with the
spirit of 1lis mouth and shall destroy with
the luightness of Iis coming.”  When iu
the kouse of mourning he appeared to com-
fort sorrowing ones, it was in these magni-
ficent strains: * For if we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, even so them
also that sleep in Jesus will God bring
with Him. Xor this we say unto you by
the word of the Lord, that we, which are
alive and remain untc the coming ot the
Lord, shall not prevent them which are
asleep ;7 for, as sure as Christ died to
atune for our sins and has risen again for
our_justification, so surely will lle come
again for our gloification. These, my
friends, arc some of the utterances of the

hurch before the birth or the coming of
the Messiah, and immediately after His
ascension into glory. You can see how
full these utterances were; how steadily
she Jouked ; how confidently she hoped.
That needle in her compass cver pointed in
oue direction ; it trembled, it is true, amid
the billows of strife and persecution and se-
ductivn into false doctrines; but righted
itsclf by poising and pointing to the hills
of immortality, to the glorieus appearing
and coming of the Lourd Jesus Christ.
This same power and principle is in the
Christian Church now; she is looking,
waiting, listening for the aunouncement in
the teant: “ Behold, e cometh.”  Youare
here to-day as true Christians, sitting at
that table with that expectation; is it not
an animating principle of the Institution—
that ye do this, as oft as ye do it, to shew
foith the Lord’s death until Ile come
agunt ¥ But, my Christian friends, we
Lave great rcason to bless the Lord, that
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our lot and lines have been cast in this age,
and not in the days of the Prophets, when
they had to look away far into the vista of
nges to get aglimpso of the Saviour as
coming. Wo know that e has come.
We know the places where He has been, the
works le pedformed, the words Ile spake,
the hopes e inspirved, the life {le led, and
the influences e shed, and, though now
removed, it is but fora season. e will
come agnin—as e ascended into heaven
so will He como in like manuer as ye have
seen Him go.  Yean, what reason have wo
for thankfalness this day, that we did not
live in the days of the Apostles ; they were
then looking for the immediate coming of
Christ—we are doing the sume thing; we are
much nearer than they to the time of lis
coming; we in theselast days can lift up our
cyes awd our hearts and say, of a truth, the
duy of the Lurd is at hand. Already we hear
the crashing and crumbling of old systems
of superstition and idolatry. We hearof the
marvellous outgoings of God among the
nations ; the spread and unfurling power
of n pure Gospel preached in the heathea
world ; we hear of the gathering togethor
ot the spiritual forees of the Lord of 1lcsts
in the Churches ; we read of the outpour-
ing of the Divine Spirit here and there,
dead Churches revived, breaking forth, as
if by a moral resurrection, at the voice of
Jesus ; all these things indieate that J/e is
coming whose right it is to reign.  Let us,
who are the children of faith and the heirs
of sulvation, bless God that our lot is cast
in these days, when we can see the light of
the millennial morning, peeping as if it
were over the hills, bringing joy and glad-
ness to our world.  The announcement in
our text is joy-inspiring. Look to Iudia,
with its millions of people and tens of mil-
lious of gods ; thivk of it a few years ago,
about the time when the first settlers came
to this place, with the thick darkuness of
idolatry, as a mantle, over it; scarcely a
soul in it who knew Christ and was trust-
ing in His grace. To-day, the noble Land
of 300,000 souls are enrolled in the army
of Jesus in the various Churches of that
land. Look up, the Lord is coming;
think of China, and its millions of llind
Tagans, within the same period, by the
thousand brought to Christ.  Lift up your
heads, and lo ! the Isles of the South Sea,
see how thev have been gained for Christ.
Think of Italy, and Spain and Turkey, and
Japan, with open arms receiving the Bible,
and perusing it with an eagerness and
singleness of heart that scems incredible.
Go to our Bible-houses and witness the
wonderful activity and energy there dis-
played. Witness the drawing together, the
combination of Christian influences, the
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hearty union of Protestant Churchus in the
grand evangelistic eflorts of a wurld’s re-
demption, and say not that these are not
true characteristics of the coming of Christ.
Oh, He is coming to cheer the downeast, to
revive the contrite, to cuusole the sorrow-
ing, to commune with the faithful, to
receive all flis own and it them for the
realms of His glory sbove.  Ileis coming !
This is the true and ensouraging announcee-
ment of the text.

I1. T.et us, in the second place, notice
the Church’s recognition of her Lord;
“the voice of my beloved.,”  She had not
vet seen His form; but she recognized
Him by 1lis voice.  The human voice is o
wonderful instrument in  the manifold
variety of its tones. It it said that no two
faces are exactly alike; that with each of
them there is some little point of dissimi-
larity. ‘T'he astronomer tells us no two
stavs are alike.  ‘The chemist tells us no
wwo grains of sand or two blades of grass
are precisely the same.  Such is the won-
derful vaviety in the order of God’s erea-
tion, and yet, with this wonderful varicty,
there is griven to some men the power of
distingniching between things that are so
much alike.  Some men will recognize an
individunl whom they had not seen for
years by his voice, while others recognize by
the eve. I know a friend who, so far as
recomnizine others is concerned, might as
well be hlind, but if you were to speak in
his hearing, it ever he has heard your voice
hefore, he would call you by name. Ob-
serve how readily a paent distinguishes
the voice of his own child from that of any
other; affection for and acquaintance
with him makes that an ecasy, a delightful
task. Rebheecea thought to deceive Isaac,
and thus obtain a dying blessing for her
favourite son. She covered him 1n a gar-
ment made of kid-skins, and thus deccived
the blind old man as to the touch. But
when Jacob spake, Is».c at once exclaims,
“the voire is Jac.o’s, but the hands are
the hands of Esaun.” I~ was deccived in
the touch but not in the voice. “When
Dasid overtook Saul on the mountains of
LEngedi, Saul did not know in whose hands
he was, who it was that cut oft s skirt,
until David had spoken ; then does Saul
recognize him, saying: ““Is this thy voice,
my <on David 7 and he lifted up his voice
and wept, saying, thou art more rizbteous
than 1, for thou hast rewarded me goad,
whereas T have rewarded thee evil.”  You
will all remember a little circumstance in
the life of the apostle Peter, illustrating
this very point. In the days of persccution
he was cast into prison, dclivered by an
angel, and restored teo his sorrowing yct
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praying Church. At midnight there was
a knock at the gate, and a damsel, nined
Rhoda, goes to hearken. She heard a
vuice, the most unhkely to be heard there,
and at onee recognizes the voice as that of
Peter.  Thus I might go on adding
illastrations, but it is unuccessary. I have
no doubt there are persons hetore me whose
powers of recognition lie more in the ear
than in the eye ; they forzet countenances
but remember voices.  ‘These understand
the full foree of the expression—"* the voice
of my beloved.” But apart from this
familinrity with a voice, and especially the
voice of a beloved one, which s
so readily recognized by a person, though
he may not have a very sensitive ear for
sounds! ‘T'he widow, who has lost a bo-
loved husband, remembers the voice, and if
she were to hear it a hundied yenrs henee,
would distinguish it ; and it would thrill
her soul with mnew and  inexpressible
emotions of delight. Parent! have yon
forgotten the weird, fascinating voice of
that Jovely Jittle girl, or dreamy-cved hoy,
that prattled on your konee, but vears gone
by has been Taid in the grave ¢ Would
you not recognize that voice if you were to
hear it amain ¢ You would, and vou will
hear it. It will then be to you the voice of
thy beloved child ; lo! he cometh, leaping
on the mountains, skipping on the Inlls,
Do you wonder at the high emotions, the
eestasy of joy, felt by the Church on hear-
ing the voice of her beloved Jesus coming
with haste frem afar 2 The voice in serip-
ture language has various sicnitieations.
Chicef among these is the word of God—the
voice represents the gospel preached, the
word read, this is the voice of Jesus. John
the Baptist came preaching in the wilder-
ness, the doctrine of repentance, and what
is it that was said of im 2 * The voice of
one erying in the wilderness, prepare ye the
way of the Lord.”  The voice, then, vepre-
sents the matter presented.

The prophet Isaiah ,was commanded
<«to lift up his voice Bke a trumpet, and
show My people their transgressions,and the
house of Jacob their sins.”  There, again,
you have the same use made of the vowca—
made to represent the matter spoken.  The
Lord Jesus Himself uses it in that sense,
when He says: “ My sheep hear My zvoice
and they follow Me; the voice of a
stranger will they not follow.”  In the one
case He testifies that they know ilis trath,
is doctrine; and, in the other case, they
distinguish between 1lis truth, and the
counterfeits of sectarianism and the world.
The voice, then, of the beloved Jesus,
which the Church hears with so much de-
light, is His word preached, and it is
through this means she learns ot the near-
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ness of his approach.  The Chuick, in the
days of Solomon, eunjoyed but few privi-
leges; her propliets were not all wise and
gifted and far-secing ; her priests were not
all holy ; her ministers were not all righte-
ous; and when n great and guod, and
virtuous and holy, and far-sceing prophet,
like Isainh, arose, she conkd, by his farthful
ministrations und vivid presentations of the
trath, feel and hear as it it were the voice
of Jusus speaking to her, leaping upon the
mountmus and skipping wpon the hills,
1lis speech, which was the wuth-cloguent,
combined with his great earnestness, made
the Churcly feet the very presence of God.
They were awed with the splendour of
Jesus’ chavacter and the magnificence of
His thounglins, as they were presented by
the prophet.  There is, as you must all
have observed, a wonderful differemee be-
tween the way i which one man presents
the Uospel over another, just as much as
there is in the ditlerence made by one man
in singing over another. One wan sings,
and you cansot tell one syliable from
another ; itis a2 slizht variatiou of sounds,
but one word or sylable you cannot dis-
tinguish.  Another sings, and you hear
every word distinetly, so much so, that,
though the sentiment may be entirely new
o you, you cau pick it up word by word
a8 it is besng sung—it is distinet; it is a
vaice full of music, meaning and majesty.
So is it with preaching; not all of us
ministers can presest the truth, 5o that the
hearer eau clearty pereeive and distinguish
that there is the vowee of Jesus iniv; and
yet, this Gospel we preach o yvou, however
much we may tuil in presenting it, is the
voice of Jesus, saying in the ear of every
one: *“Come unto Me, all ye that are
weury and heavy-laden, and I will give
you rest.” < Repent and he baptized,
every one of you, for the remission of your
sins.”  “ Lo, I come, in the volume ot the
Book it is written of Me.” “ He that believ-
cth and is bapiized shall besaved, but he thay
believeth not shall be dmwmned.”” “lo, 1
come, and before e shall be gathered all
nations, and I will divide them as ashepherd
divideth his sheep from the goais.” Leome
to receive mune gwa, ** so that wheve I am,
there they may he alse.”” The true believer
listens to all dus, and in it be discovers the
voice of Jesus speaking w him, and he
obeys.  The Chureh listens to the preach-
ed Gospel, and in it she tinds the voice of
her Beloved. It is mnsic, sweet music to
her soul. The Church comes to the minis-
ter of the Gospel, to the servant of the
Lord Jesus Christ, and says, sperk to me
of Jesus and Ilis salvation. Tell me how
His cause is progressing among the nations
of the carth. The true believer is never so
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happy as when he is either reading or hear-
ing the Word preached—thut is the voice
that is sweet to him. Thisk of it, the
Ciospel preached from this pulpit, so much
of it as is pure, i3 the voice of Jesus,
How many hear it with the feclings of
deep delight which she did, who exclaimed
in the langunge of the text: Lo, # s the
voice of my Beloved.  As many as are
true Christians among  you,—they hear,
they umderstandd ; the voice is so pleasunt
they canunot but listen.  Iv cheers them in
the hour of despondeney, its'fitls the wind
with noble purposes and great swelling
thuughis, it saimates the soldier of the
cross with manly courage and true bold-
ness, and gives paticnee angd fortitude to
the aftheted in distress,  Oh, what stivriag
power there is in the human voice ! Herod,
of old,made a specch,and his hearers shout-
ed at the tops of their voices: tless s God.
Mark Antony says: If at Casar's tuneral
he had spoken ot the wrongs done Ciusar
by Brutus, he would have stivred up their
“minds to mutiny and rage.”  Thers was
onee a celebrated Italian actor, whe had so
wronght upon the feelings of his nudience
that it was with the wumost diffienlty they
coubl be vestrained from tearing him to
picces.  Patrick Hewry, the Virginian
staiesman and orator, in the days of the
Revolution, in making his famaous speech
on the * Stamp Act,” before the House of
Bargresses, exelaimed: Cmsor  had his
Beatus, Charles the First his Cromwell;
George the Third—trenson—treason re-
echaed in every corner of the house—and
up these Senators stood, shouting treason :
that was the first five-ball in the American
vevolution. "The moving, melting  pathos,
the eueegy, fire, rage, aud power of the hu-
man voice,is something bordering upon the
marvellous.  We bring forward uno wmore
illustrations of its might and wonder-work-
ing at present ; but simply make this ob-
servagion ¢ if the human voice hias so much
powes over the human iiud, how much
more has the voice of Jesus over the mind
of 11is true followers. If the voice of Paul,
from the steps leading te the tower of
Antonia, could quell the passions and pre-
judices of an excited tumultnons mob of
Jews into solemm stillness, how much
more dues the voice of Jusus, coming in
His word, subdue stabborn hearts, break
dowr rebellions wills, carry captive at ilis
will the proud, boastful blasplemer. 'The
testimony of the Jews was, that no man
gpake tike unto im.  No man ever raised
the dead to life, opened the blind eyes, cast
out devils, healed the sick, made old things
new, set captives free, made penitents ghud
aud all men joyous, and that by ilis voice
—tho words of Lis mouth. Do you won-
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der now at the Church knowing this voice
—this, her betoved's voice, even in its dis-
tant nofes, as echuing on mountain tops,
travelliug from afar over valley and moor
sad plain and sea? Natwe knows the
voive of Spring, and at its grateful touch
and music, ull yegetation leaps into being
and beauty. The dove knows the voice of
its wate, and what sweet harmony angd re-
joicings follow.  ‘The affectionate wife
knows the voice of her hushand,  The
Chureh of the Lovd Jesus Christ knows her
Lord’s voice, each time His word is preach-
ed.  Bhe recognizes Him every time e is
represented to her in the symbols of 1lis
brokes body and shed blood.

1L Butlet us, in the third place, notice
the direction from which the voice comes
—pver the mountaing and hills.  Palestine,
as you are aware, i3 a Isnd of hills and
wonntains, each one of them sacred with
some grand histaric event conneeted with
the history of Isracl and the life of onr
Lord Jesus. Oh, there is grandeur about
hills and monmain scenery well fitted to
inspive the beholder with high and heaven-
Iy thoughts ! I love to think of the great,
graud old hills of Judea, especially those
which were graced 50 often with the hyuht
and presenee of Jesus.  ‘The sweetest
kours of wy life have been <pent amid
hills. I thiuk Jehovah is never so near as
when a man is sway in a glen, praying be-
tween two hills, eapped with the solemn
trees of the okl waod  The traveller who
has ouee passed through western Pennsyl
vania and western New York, over the
Genessee valley and down the Hudson
River, will have scen on this conmtinent
something well firted to lift his thonylns,
in solemn awe and grandeur, toward 1lim
who piled up those hills in such wild yet
graceiul ovder, and  seooped ont these
valleys as the delizhiful homes of upright,
truth-loving, inteliigent Christians. I can-
not tell you the struggling emotions of my
heart as I stoed, one fine sunny afterneon
in Febranry last, on the top of that hill,
where “ our home on the hill-side 7 stands
at an clevaiion of 1000 feet above the
streams 5 and looked over on the 1own at
our feet, cosy and went and delighuul for
situation—down the valley, with its reem-
ing populaton, beautiful villas and orch-
ards; and then looked up the slope on the
other side ecqually kigh, with hills rising
beyond and still farther beyond, all golden
with the ¢lory of the setting sun, when the
valiey  beweath  was  deepening in the
drapery of the night. Ok, what a prospect
isthis! Now I can understand these old
Prophets and Putrinrehs alking so much
1 the Bible about their mountains. Now
I can waderstand old Bunyan dropping his
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stall’ and feeling young again, as be stood
on the Delectable Ileights nnd gazed on
the green bills of twmmortality.  Ob, taere
is grandeur, soulclevation in mountain
prospeet, hill and dalet  Can it be possible
that the devil is nlways to roum at large
over such delightful places ns this, marring
the moral harmony, beauty and blessedness
of these seenes?  Noj; the time is at hand
when the voice of Jesus, coming over the
monntaing, shall change ol things into smore
than their original glory.  But T must re-
{ram in going further in this direction at
present.  Our text says, that the voire of
the Beloved was heard behind the bills,
coming over the mounmins. This is
masie m the distance, how sweet, and yet,
infinitely more grand and soulstirring
than that music which was renderved by the
angels on Bethlchem’s plaing on  that
memorable night when the Ancient of
Days was an Infant born. This is the
music of the approach of the hridegioom
after having fitted out the house of man-
sions, and getting al} things ready for the
marriagze.  But what dues it mean, the
voice as heawd comiie over the mountains 2
Mountalns have vavious sizuifications, in
Seripture. . We will net refer to thew st
present. Their ase in the passage before
us indicates aa obstruction—a thing stand-
ing in the way—and that obstraction is he-
ing overcome. When God was Imilding
the temple, through the azency of Zerub-
babel as civil Governor, and the uation
contending with foes from without, Ile
says of ihese powers, * Who art thou,
O Great Mountain, hefore Zernhbatel thou
shalt beeome a plain”  SNo here, the
cbswaeles that stood wy the way ol Christ’s
coming w His spouse are overcome ; the
voice is coming over the moamains.  Yrom
this little circumstance, yon gather this
geand idea, that before the coming of
Christ every abstacle of every kind, great
and small, will be taken wmway; every
monntain shall be Jevelled, every hill shall
be made plain. You sometimes stand
amazed at the power of natural affection in
geving over difficulties.  What will not
the traveller brave in the hope of reaching
his own loved home ! Think of the farigne,
anid pain, and trouble, and labour perform-
ed by the statesmen from his political
affection. But no power syrmounts diffi-
cultics like the power of a pure and
spiritual love. We point you to the Sa-
viour from Iis incarnation to Iis cracifix-
ion, aud within that short period think of
the many and great obstacles which Ie
overcame, before at His triumphant death
e exclaimed, “Itis finished.” We point
vou to the Apostles, to the Reformors, to
Martyrs, to Missionaries, and ask you if in
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all the world you know of o power (or sur-
mounting  diflicultics like theirs.  Now
this power is on the inerease ; there never
was an age like this for self-sacrificing men
and women in the eause of Christ, and this
will zo on wmore awd more, unnl the glor-
ious morn shall come, when alt the electrie
wires of the world shall send forth one
vibration of wniversal joy. Behold He is
come, leaving mountain and flood behind !
Look up and see how the mountains of Infi-
delity, Superstition and Idolatey are falling
before the coming of Christ, and out of the
tombs of Infidel France, and idolatrous
Spain,  Brahminical Tudia, and  from the
glonehs of all the great cities of the world,is
heard the piereing evy, “give us the Bread
of Lafe.” “T'he colporteur and the minister
of tho Guspel ean go into all the world
and speak of Jesus, no one  forbidding
them. Tt is but a few years since it was
more than a man’s life was worth to say
ot the streets of Rome that he was &
Protestant, and that he read his Bible ; to
day the little ehildren sing ou these streets
their morning hywn of praise to Jesus—in
those inimitable songs of the Sablath
School, such nas the “IHappy Land.”
“ Roek of ages olft for me, et me hilde
myself'in Thee.”  Think of (hese moun-
tains, how they are disappearing ! The
power of the Pope even is veduced to a
shadow. In short, the sound of Jesus’
voive, as lle is marching in the chaviots of
His gospel, is diifting every obstacle and
diftficulty trom before Him.

You see what outward difficultics the
Lord Jesus has had to overcome betore e
cot to llis Church. Add to these the
bigotry, hatred, wmalice, pride and selfish-
ness off the human heart which lle over-
comes by Iis Spivit, aund do you not per-
ceive that the ditticulties that stand between
Jesus and the human soul, between Chiist
and the Chureh, are like great mountaine
which cannot be crossed but by His own
mighty power, the working of lis own
omnipotent faith and love. There is a
world of meaning in this expression of the
Chureh, indicating the quarter from which
Uis presence was coming, upon which we
cariot at present enter.

IV. Let us now, in the fourth place,
notice very bricfly the manner of Christ’s
coming, “ leaping, skipping,” terms which
indicate haste.  Lverywhere, both in the
Old and New Testament, where there is
any reference to tie manner of Christ’s
cotning, it is with haste. Malachi says:
« The Lord whom ye seek shall suddenly
come into Ilis temple”  Matthew says
is coming will be *“ as the lighting which
shiuetl tromn oue corner ot heaven to the
other.” Luke says : “ In such an hour as
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yo think not the Son of Man cometh.”
Panl says, “ina moment,in the twinkling of
an eve,” &eo Livery deseription that s
given is after that eliracter, indieating in
the cleavest manner the great and marvell-
ons speed with which events will voll on
towards the close of this dispensation, aud
the King’s veigm will be ushered in—leap-
ing, skipping, dancing with tip-toe on the
top of diflicultics.  See how light these
mountain obstacles are made of ; they are
put wider foot, trampled upon as a thing
of contempt?!  The deer on the mountain
top leaps into the air with "lovdly disdain
for the mountain on which he stands, say-
ing, ‘1 am higher than thou, T am greater
than thow.”  ‘The lambs frisk and play on
asumer's gve with delight on the litte
hills, showing their proud  pre-cminence
over them. "Che Lovd Jesus comes to 1lis
Church and puts is foot ns it were on
these ohstacles which, to the human eye,
seem insuperable.  ‘They form stepping
stones, helps rather than hindeanees, for
Ho can leap from one to the other, and
thus with a sweep get over them all. What
has becomo of all the nations nml powers
that opposed Christianity * What has he.
come of those who have planted themselves
in the way of Christ and Iis kingdom,
Christ and the progress of His reign? Ol
what a question ! It ean be answered in
one word—they have been destroyed by
the power of ILis mouth and the brightness
of His coming. The little stone eut from
the mountain side has rolled upon them
and ground them into powder. What
shall become of all the obstactes that stand
in the way ! What shall become of all
those who are putting obstacles in the way
of Christ’s kingdom 7 ‘Fhey shall not pre-
vent llis coming.  Ile shall rise over them,
trample them in the dust, in the day when
e comes to proctaim Iis marriage with
the Church  On that grand and glorious
day you and T, if we are found waiting and
labouring aright, will be made conquerors
over Ilis and all our enemies. We too
shall arise with our Lord, leaving moun
tain, hill and difliculty behind, to join the
general assembly of the First-Born in Hea
ven, and with them to sing in sweet chorus,
“worthy is the Lamb” for sinners slain,
for He has redecmed us and made us kings
and priests unto God, and that for ever aad
cver.

Aud now, in drawing these remarks 104
rapid close, may I not ask of you if you
possess the feclings of the redeemed Chureh
of God? Do you long for the preseuce
and reign of Jesus? 1o you feel lonely
and sad because your Lord delaycth Ilis
coming ? If so, what are you doing to
hasten Iis approach, to prepare the world
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for His coming? "Think of the poor woman
whose husband is away from home in n
distunt country, her loneliness is hureying
hitn howe s he hears her sighs, feels” her
spirit aned is drawn hither,  But ol L is she
not waking preparations for his return ?
Go to her house and sae, you will find her
conversution is whout him.  Is she hnitting
or sewing "—itis with o view to his com-
fort when he avvives. Does he send an in-
timation saving, [ need your assigtanee to
returnt ?—obiserve how veadily shie provides
it by her imdustey, not ashamed to borrow,
my even to beg if necessary.  That is the
fignre; you ean apply it. It is but a littlo
while when it will be announced, © Behold
Ho cometh.” Will le find you ready ?
Do you recognize Iis voice in the word
Yrcnchml, in the ordinances administered ?
lave you heard His voics over-topping
difticulties in reaching your hearts, in win-
ning yowr aflections;  coming over the
mountains of your prido and sellishuess ;
over the hills of your icy coldness nnd ve-
sistanee to trath . Then yours is a graci-
ous invitation to tho feast. You may
connt on the presence and benediction of
your Lovd; you will see llim in the
glory of 1lis person, in the wajesty of
Tlis reign, and in the power of His endless
love.

* Arise then my love! my fair one, and
come.”  ““‘The voice of my beloved ! be-
hold Ile cometh leaping wpon the moun-
tains, skipping upou the hills.”

St
Ghe Sabbuth School,

LESSONS FOR JUNE.

FIRST SABBATH.

Sumicer:
14, 29—32,

Joseph's sccond dream is now to he ful-
filled. While Jacob’s childven were in
Canaan they were a family ; they are go-
ing to Egypt where they become a nation,
— nation in covenent with God.

V. 1. Sce other incidents associated
Beersheba, *“ the well of the oath,” Gen.
211 24 and 26: 24, 95, Jaeob, a pilgrim
like his fathers. Ile carried with him a
sense of God's presence, and devoted him-
self anew, publicly to God.

V. 2 Tt was a'erisis in thelife of Jacob :
lie needed divine divection  He was leav-
ing the Land of Promise for a great Hea-
then land.  God gives bim the direction lic
needs,

V. 3. God reveals himsclf as God, the

Israel ™ Iqypt, Gen. 46 :
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Omunipotent,—the Gud of his father—the
Covenant God. Fear not: Jucob might
be afraid to venture on so great a journey
Bte being an old man; Isane had been for-
hidden to go to [Feypt, (Gien. 26: 21,) he
wight dread the consequences of sojourning
in such & land.  Theie was o propheey of
ill results—slaverv—usith which no doubt
he was aequainted (Gen, 15 13, Henee
God's message 1o han, Feoar not,

V. 3, God promises 1hs presence, and
therefore no Jdanger need alnrm.  Jiring
thie up @ his rewams were carred up 10
Canann: but, no doult, the yeference here
is to his posterity.  This beloved son would
eare for him even till aeath.

Jacoh was now 130 years old; Joseph
39; Reuben about 46 and Bengamin about
26, Chariot; deawn by horses, clegant
and fit for rapid tavel.

V. 29, 30. el upon Ms face: The
hamds of each rest on the shoulders of the
other, mnl the head of cach 15 land upon the
nerk of the other,—sowmetimes with kisses
and tears. It is impossible to add to the
feeling of these verses,

V. 31, 32, Joseph makes arrangoments
for the abode of his father and brethren in
Fgypt.  Being Shepherds that would re-
quire a separate district of country.  Shep-
herds were a low and impure caste in the
eyes of the Fyyptians, yet Josweph never
concerls the trath from Pharonh. This
fecling on the part of the Egypuans was
used by God as a means to keep Israel
from comingly with their heathen neigh-
bours.

LESSONS.

1. Jaeob believes the Mussage and goes
to his beloved son.  Christ, sends us a
Message: 1le is Lord of Heaven: lle
pities us in the land of spiritual lamine.
Will you hear Ilis call ¢

2. Note God’s gracious promises to
Jacob, and through hun to all “the secd of
Jucob.

3. Note the fultilment of propheey.

4. Sce the loving reunion ; think of the
reunion in leaven!?

SECOND SABBATIL

Susarcr: Joseph und Pharoul,—Gen.
46, 5—10.

The relatives of Joseph were now in
Eavpt, having brought out of Canaan their
flocks and herds and all that they had.
Five of the brethren on bang presented un-
to Pharaoh informed him coucerning their
occupation and thewr wishes.  They were
shepherds and they desired permission to
sojourn in the Jand during the famuue.

Vv. 5, 6.—Pharoah with much tact and
delicacy referred the matter to Joseph, uot
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only boeause he was prime minister, but
beenuse of hig relntionship to the persons
preteveing the request.  He instrueted him
to give them the very best part of the land,
and o make the more active amon them
ralevs over the roval herds—an imporiant
hosition in these tmes.  He specitied the
and of Gaxhen as n fitting loeality,  This
tract of country ig desevibed ng *“the most
eastern hovder, the thstiiet of lower Egpyt
neavest to Palestine aml Avahin, along the
Petusine brnneh of the Nile, amd ug far ng
Suez, consigting partly of vich pastwe land,
well watered and abounding in fish, and
containing now more flocks and herds than
auy other distriet ot kypt, and yiclding
the lavgest revenue.”  Owing to the fact
that it wag border land and linble to inva-
sion it doex not appear to have been thick-
Iy populated at the e of the naveative,
Yet the western part seems to linve been
near Juseph's vesidence, (ch. 45, 10,) and
the royal capital (Ex. 2, 8—5).

7. T.—=Jacol’s conduct in blessing Phae
tonh must not be regarded as & manifesta
tion of forwardness, or as u forgetfulness
of the exalted position of royalty, for the
ease was peeunlinr,  Jacob was aged, he
was the lmvouite of Heaven, and in blessing
even the King of Eygypt the less was bless:
ed of the greater.

Vv, 8§, 8.—Pharaol’s question was
prowpted partly by cutiosity and parctly by
the handy intevest hie took in the tather of
Joseplhi. ‘The veply is vary instructive.
Jacob speaks as if at the end ot the journey
of life, although he lived tor several years
afterwards.  Nis day has heen compara-
tively zéw : for Abraham was 175 vears old
when he died, and Usane 180, s days
had also been ewdl.  His trinls had been
cavied aud almost incessant.  Many  of
them ke had brought upon himself, and
which humanly speaking might have been
avoided ; others had been purely providen-
tial.  Let the scholar heve briefly enumer-
ate the leading trials of Jacob's Iife.

LESSONS.

1. Godliness is profitable as regards even
the thiugs of this hfe.  What inestimable
blessings descending not only upon Joseph
himself bug upon his relatives becaunse of
his picty! So now a young man who fears
God may even m a worldly pomt of view
be of great service to his brethven and par-
ents. Men will trust aud love him, and
for his sake may favor his relatives.

2. Life is a plgrimage.  Just as a pil-
gum is a man who passes through a coun-
try to reach his home beyond, so weareall
pilgrims journeying through :his world te
eternity.  As wise pilgrims let us not cum-
ber ourselves with needless burdens.  Nor
Iet us ever deem the carth our home.
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3. Lifo is o briel pilgrimage. Many die
in infmey 3 many in youth; comparntively
few vench the three scove yenrs and ten.
Fyon in the case of the aged, the past
seemy us only o few days, Lot the young
not aguarder their time. Fvery moment ig
vialunble,  'The graing of the sand of life
vun fust. Work while it is day.

4 Lifo is n weary pilgrimage. True it
g mineh to please; but it bing also much
to pain.  How sud the ease of him who on
tdenth bed hag to comfort ex-ent by ve-
viewing the past, for every cup has bitter
ingredients,  What would Jacob's comfort
now  have been had he vot heen able 1o
look forwnrd to o ity that hath founndation
whose builder and waker is God ! Let us
not reedlessly hring troubles upon our
selves 3 but when they do come let us hear
manfully, and look through the merits of
Christ for & home wheve the weary are at

rest.
THIRD SABBATIL

Svuiser i—Prophetic Dlessing~-Gen. 48:
15, 16, aud 49 &~10,

Jacob’s eventful life is now nean its elose,
e adopts Joseph’s two sons, and gives
them their place as Patviarches, aud apor-
tion in the Land of Promise. T'he younger
(Kphran) is prefevrod to the older—auoth-
et allustration of God's sovereignty.  Eph-
raim was to take tho place ol Reuben,
Jacob’s first-born ; and Manassal, the place
of Simeon.  Thus the Buthrght became
Juseph's,  (Seo 1 Chvon.6: 42.)  Seethis
blossing of Joseph’s son veferred to in Heb.
11: 21,

V. 15.—Jacolh mentions the meteies of
God towards hitselt aud his (athers. Tuis
a great privilege to be decended trom godly
parenis.

V. 16.—Angel—Jehovah, “ the augel of
the Covenant,” the Redeemer,  See
these two verses mention of God as tri-une,
— God "—" God  who fed wme,” * Uhe
Augel ”—a hint of the ‘Trmity. L my
name be named upon them ; that is, Tet them
come into the snme covenant relation with
God as 1 have aceepted,—and as Abraham
aud Isaac have. Rapid inerease of tamlics
is a Llessing from tho Lord; the <ons of
Joseph numbered $5,20¢ in the day of
Moses.

Chap. 49: 8. —The blessing of Jacob on
his sons is in the form of a poem, e tells
them what is to hanpen during cveles of
the futare till the coming of Messiah. I
is a propheey as well as o blessing.

Judah—"The meaning of the word is—
«Ihe praised one,” or * the one for whom
Jehovah is praised.” He was Jacob's fourth
son. He would conquer his enemies. e
would receive the homage of his lrethren.
TPhis was fulfilied when David gained the
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throne,  Liow's whelp—indieating magtery
of the prey, * Pram they pray thou art
gone up to the foreats, withoug hart, with-
aut ey enptured.”’  Cronehing og g lion,
congeions of strength and supremacy. “ An
old hon V'—should be, n lioness ”—iierco
to defend her young,

V. 10— Seeptio—a gy mbol of supremacy
and voval nuthority- A lnwgriver—a com-
mander.  "Uhe word sometimes means o
ruler's seeptre” < When the ancient kings
addressed public assemblies, they held in
their hands this seeptye. . When they sat
in state upon the diwone, they rested it be-
tween their foer, unless personal application
was made to thetm, when they stretehed it
out.  But theseens of “ lnwgiver” is best
guited here to the vavied form of the paral-
leliste.  Aued then the figuve is of the lion,
who hng between fus feet the Inwgiver—thng
is, hag the control of the Sute.”  Judah
shull vule dll Shiloh come.

Shiloh—1he Pranee of Peace.  Gathering
of the people, A1l nations will pay homnge
to Jesus.

LESRONS.

1. See the double blessing that comes on
faithful Joscph. Jlow delighital w Inm
muat kave been the blessings prononuced
on the *lads.”

2. "The end and the source of all blessing
is the Messinli—Shiloh—owr Penco.

3. Here, in ve 10, we bave the fowth
great Messianic Promise,

FOURTHSABBATIL

Sunsrcr :—Last days of Joseph—Gen.
50 1H-20.

Goldent text—* Be not overcome of evil,
but overcome evil with good,”"—Romans
12: 21,

This lescon vecords the last acts of
doseph’s life; and they are noble acts,
worthy of the man, and in keeping with all
that we havelearned of his previous history.
At all times, and under atl cirenmstances,
Josephi is the same kind, forgiving, good
man,

Vv, 15-21 —While living, Isracl wasa
mediator between Joseph and his brethren.
Atleast, 50 they regavded him; and now
that be is dead, they fear that Joseph witl
be angry with them, and be avenged for the
evil done to him.  Conscience wakes up;
they know they have doue wrong, and that
they deserve punishment. Hence the efforts
they make to reeoncile Joseph—sending a
messenger 10 him  (probably Benjamin),
speakimgy to him in the words that their
father bad bidden them usc—confessing
their sin and imploring forgiveness. They
also fell down befure Joseph, saying : “ z.c-
kold we be thy servants.”  But Joseph is
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not, ag they gapposed, angry with them,
euger to be nvenped,  He s ready to for-
give =doey furgive.  His hean js warm to-
wards them,  He bids them disimss their
fears,  ““Joseph wept  when they spoko
anto him.”  What tanderness, what noble.
ness of sonl |

Jogeph moreover asenres his  brethren
that God's hand was in the wholo mater;
that o over-raled it for good, though they
meant it for evil.  Gold's prrpose stood
His will was done. B3y Joseph, he saved
“much people alive.””  Aud yet, Joseph’s
brothren were geuiliy,  God's deeree does
not interfere with man’s freo ngeney,  Seo
Acts 2 23,

Vv, 22-26.—Joseph’s death,  Lived to
sco childven’s  clahiren’s  elaldven—third
gencration- Manassel, Machir and Machir’s
children,  See promise that God makes to
Lis people in Psnbms 128 6.

ths work heing ended, Joseph dies. Tow
ealmly ho gpears of death— | die.”  No
fears, no regrets, no complaints,  His only
thought i3 concerning his beethren.  For
their encouragement, he reminds them of
God's  promise—the  promise  given o
Abraham, Tsane and Jacob.  With los last
breath, lie gives commamdment concerning
hig bones ; that they should not be buried
in Fgypt, dut bo carried up o Canman.
This was an act of faith—1I{ch 11122, ilo
believed that God would redeem his people.
e was looking forward to the exodus.

¢ Embnlming,”  Isrnel was—See v, 2.
Fonbalming was an Egyptisn custom—re-
quired considerable time to embalm a body
about 40 days, It was a long thae after
this before Josepl’s body was earvvied by
Moses up to the land of Cunaan.  So,
meantime, it had to be barizd or rather lnid
in chambers of the dead.

“'I'he doad bodies were Inid in chests of
Syenrine wood and kept in the chambers
of the dead ”—Langs.

LESSONS.

1. Sin unconfessed and unrepented of ro-
mains a buvden on the conscience. Joseph’s
brethren weremiserable for years after they
sold him.

2. The noblest thing that the trans-
gressor ean do is to confess openly his sin
and implove forgiveness,—Prov. 28: 13,

3. How benutiful a thing  forgiveness.
Tlow noble Joseph appears when forgiving
his brethren who had injured him withous
cause.  Sce Christ’s prayer,—Luke 23 : 34.

4. Man is a free agent and therefore res-
ponsible for his acts, though God ordains
them and over-rules them for good.

5. Weshould return good for evil,—v. 21.

6. A good life issues in a peaceful, happy
death. Iixamples, Abraham, Israel, Moses,
Paul, &e.
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7. The believer dies in faith, “trusting,
though he eannot sce.

§ Precious iu the sight of the Lord is the
death of his saints. ‘Uheir bodies ave caved
for.  We should pay all proper respect to
thoe deal—cspeclally to the ¢ dead who dis
in the Lovd.”

G
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Presbytery of Halifax.

The Presbytery of Halifax met in St.
Andrew’s Clhueeh, Halilax, on the 12th
March. The Rev. J. M. Sutherland,
who arrived from Scotland since Jast
meeting, being present, was cordially
weleomed, and invited to sit and de-
liberate.

Rev. John Campbell and Mr. James
MeDonakl were appointed to draw up
a minute with reference to the late Rev.
Daniel MeCurdy. to be submitted to the
Court at the next meeting.

Rev. Me. MeMillan reported that he
had visited Folly Mountain in January,
and preached, but did not, at that time,
obtain all the information requived ; and
that consequently he had called another
meeting of the adherents of the church
there for the 5th Mareh, which he had
Deen unable to attend, in consequence
of the weather. "The other appointments
made at last mecting were fulfilled, so
far as circumstances required.

The following appointments were then
made:—Mr. McMillan to preach at
Folly Mountain and Acadia Mines in
April; Mr. J. F. Campbell in May, and
Mr. Jolin  Campbell in June.

Rev. Mr. Sutherland was appinted
to supply the Musquodoboit congrega-
tions tll 4th May, and the Rev. Mr.
Grant on the 1st Sunday of June.

M. Sutherland was requested to give
a Report of his labours in Musquodoboit ;
he aceordingly did s, to the satisfaction
of the Presbytery.

Sessions were ordered to present their
Records at the next meeting, and to re-
port as to the collections appointed by
Synod.

On motion, it was agreed to mect for
Presbyterial visitation In St. Matthew’s
Church, Halifax, on the 11th June, at
14 o’clock p. m., the Rev. J. 1. Campbell
to preach, and in the Grove Church,
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Richimond, on 12th June, at the same
hour, Rev. Mr. McMillan to preach.

Tt was moved by Rev. John Camphbell,
and agreed to, that at next meeting a
Conference on the State of Religion, in
the several congregations, be held, each
member being allowed to repori or not,
as he may feel inclined.

The prevalence of Sabbath-breaking
on the Railway Lines in this Province
being brought before the notice of the
Presbytery, it was moved, and agreed
to, that Revs. J. F. Campbell and G.
M. Grant be appointed Lo confer with
the Railway oflicials on the subject.

Presbytery then adjourned to meet in
St. Matthew's Church, at 3 p. ., on the
11th June.  Closed with Prayer.

Joux McMiLLax, Clerk.

LS e i
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etos of the Thurch,

Presentation.

Three members of St. James' congare-
gation waited on their pastor, the Rev.
‘I Duncan, on the afternoon of IFri-
day, the 18th ult., and presented him
with an address and a purse of” $163.
We are happy again to hear of these
tokens of regard from 2 congregation
toward their minister. In this case, it
is especially handsome, as, only twelve
months ago, about $200 were added to
the minister’s salary.

An Ezample worthy of Imitation

At the annual meeting of the Salt
Springs congregation, held lately, Zuter
alia, 1t was resolved,

1. To add eig aty dollars to the annual
stipend of ther pastor, the Rev. W.
Medillan.

2. To allow 1heir pastor six weeks’
leave of absence for relaxation, duving
the summer season.

We hope to hear of this noble ex-
ample being imitated by many of our
congregations.  When will wealthier
congregations, and congregations which
are supposed in many way's to be more
influential than Salt Springs, takea leal
out of this congregation’s books, and
Iearn to deal rationally with their mims
ters?  Business men, who recoguize
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the necessity of rest and relaxation each
year for themselves, their clerks and
accountants, never think of offering a
holiday to their minister, as the Salt
Springs congregation has done for years
past. In this respect, asin many others,
this congregation is an  example to
others. Iow many will “go and do
likewise™ this season 2 Itis not too late
yet to make arrangements.

The proposed Bazaar in 8t. An-
drew’'s, Halifax.

Ever since the erection and comple-
tion of the new church, the ladies of the
congregation have been feeling that
they ought to put their hands to some
further good work in the congregation, as
they were not called upon for anything
in the payment of the church.  Accord-
ingly, certain influential ladies in the
congregation have been revolving the
matter in their minds, and it came to a
practical issue a few wecks ago. A
meeting of the ladies of the congrega-
tion, favourable to the holding of 2
Bazaar in aid of a manse, was announced
from the pulpit, the results of which
were given in the last issue of the Record.
Who n the congregation should inaugu-
rate a manse movement if not the ladies ?
Accordingly, at a subsequent meeting,
it was unanimously and enthusiastically
resolved to go on and carry the enter-
prise through.

After discussing the matter, it was re-
golved that the following should be the
Managing Comumittee, to any one of
whom useful and fancy articles can be
sent by members of the congregation,
and friends, who feel inclined to give the
ladies of St. Andrew’s assistancein their
good work :

COMMITTEE.

Mrs. Bauld, Sen., 180 Pleasant St.
Mrs. Campbell, 88 Pleasant St.
Mrs. Brander, Barrington $t.
Mis. G. Nichol, Acadian Hotel, Gran-
ville St.
Mrs. G. McKenzie, Acadian Hotel,
Granville St.
Mis. W. H. Bauld, 20 Victoria Road.
Mrs. Reeves, Portland St., Dartmouth,
Miss Thomson, 208 Pleasant St.
“  Reeves, — Barrington St.
#  Mitchell, 92 Victoria Road.
“  Janic Marshall, 94 Albro St.

OF 8COTLAND. 135

Mirs. A. G. McDonald, 6 Blowers St.
“ 1. McDonald, Bauer St.

R. McDonald, 4 Smith St.

R. Urquhart, Sovuth Park St.

Miss Thompson, 49 Queen St.

113
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Collections of St. Matthew's Ch.
Halifax, for Presbytery Home
Mission Fund, for year ending
June 15th, 1873.

Col. by Mr. George Mitchell........ $132 26
¢ 4 CoF. Reynolds..... .. 160 50
¢ Misses Hill and Montgomery. 100 70
¢« Grantand Hosterman. 54 40
. “ Montgomery and Scott 26 35
¢ Miss Sutherdand............ 14 25
« ** Cussie Sutherland. ... .. 15 40
** Misses Wisdom and Fairbanks 4 00

Contributed by the Sunday Schoul.. 109 0C

Total. ey evvinaeeneiias  cieas 5607 86

Convocation of Dalhousie College.

The tenth session of Dalhousic Col-
lege was brought to a close in Argvle
Hall, Halifax, on the last day of April.
At 3.30 p.m., the Principal and Pro-
fessors, in their robes, were accompanied
by the Governors to the platforin. After
prayer and an address by the Very Rev.
Principal Ross, the following were
awarded prizes :—

Anrrs—Sexiors: Classics, Ghas. Me-
Donald, Pictou; Astronomy, A. II. Mc-
K:iy; Modern Lan nn\%\u& D. ¥. Creel-
man; History, A. %I McKay ; Xthies,
D. I'. Creelman.

Juniors: Classics, J. C. Ilerdman,
Pictou; Physies, D. Styles Fraser, do;
Metaphysics, J. MeD. Oxley, Hali-
fax ; Chemistry, W. S. Doull, do.

SoruoMORES : Clussics, B. W. Ross;
Chemistry, William Bearisto; Phycho-
logy, W. B. Ross; Mathematics, Win.
Bearisto.

FresuMeN: Classics, Frank Bell;
Rhetoric, J. McG. Stewart ; Mathema-
tics, G. H. Fulton.

MepiciNg: For the best Clinical Re-
ports, (Medical) W. S. Muir, Truro;
best Clinical Reports (zurgical) D. Me-
Kay, Truro; Practical Anatomy (seni-
or) Ist prize, D. Chisholm ; 2nd prize,
R. Cox. Anatomy (Junior) Ist prize,
John Stuart; 2nd, R. Blanchard.

The following gentlemen passed their
primary exanunation :

D. A. Campbell, W. S. Muir, D.
Chisholm and D. C. McKay.
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We wish our young friends of Dal-
housie a pleasant vacation and a pros-
perous future.

Juvenile Mission.

Dr. Brooke, Convener of the Juvenile
Mission Committee, requests all Minis-
ters within the bounds of the Synod,
whose Sabbath Scholars support an
orphan in India, to inform him of the
name of said orphan, and where station-
ed. When no return is made by the
first of June, it will be taken for
granted that no such orphan is sapport~
ed, and reported accordingly to the
Synod.

Previous to the departure of the Rev.
Finlay R. McDonald to Scotland, the
following ad:ress was presented to him
by the Teachers of the Sunday’ School.

e address and accompanying present
were well merited by Mr. McDonald,
and the reply which they elicited shows
that they were heartily appreciated:

ADDRKSS.

Rev. F. R. MacDonald, Pastor of St.
James’ Church.

It is with feclings of regret that we
have heard of your intended departure
from amongst us.

Since you came here it has ever been
your aim to increase the numbers of the
Sabbath School, and bring in the lambs
of the flock to hear their Master's voice,
—to smile on the good, and to have a
warning word for all. Your presence
gave confidence to the Teachers, and
encouraged them in their work of love
—subdued the dangeroasly impetuous
irit in the youth, and caused them
gladly to listen to the words of life,—
:chd the hearts of the people, and

ey gave of their substance to promote
its interests. We were endeared to
cach other as Pastor, Teachers and
Scholars. It is with sorrow then, that
that tic is about to be broken, and we
severed onc from ariother ; but it is the
earnest prayer of the Teachers, though
we all may not meet here again, that we
may meet where parting is unknown.

Our good wishes will follow you to
your new sphere of labour; there may
You be a blessing to others; and wken
time closes, may the Apostle’s reward be
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yours, when you can say “ I have fought
a good fight, I have finished my course,
I have kept the faith, henceforth there
is laid up for me a crown,” &e. &e.

As a token to remember St. James’
Sabbath School, we beg you to accept of
this writing desk. It is given in love,
and we pray you, as such, to receive it.

We hope Mrs. McDonald may long
be spared to you, and that yon will be
a blessing to _each other, encouraging
i)ne another in the way to everlasting

ife. :

With every good wish for your future
prosperity z.nd happiness,

We are your,
Sincere friends.
(Signed by all the Teachers.)

NEWCASTLE,
24th. March, 1818.

REPLY.

To the Teachers of St. James’ Church
Sabbath School.

I am very muc* pleased to receive
your warm address.

I bave taken a deep interest in the
Sabbath School for various reasons.
First, because 1 believe a Congregation
without 2 Sabbath School is partially
dead, and for its own interests blindly
inactive. In the second place—1I believe
that the co-operation of Ministers and
Teachers is productive of much good.

It is most essential for the prosperity
of any Church to have a good, working
Kirk Session—and for the same reason,
it is equally essential that the younger
members of both sexes should be taught
to have a lively interest in the well-
being of the Church to which they jbe-
long.  An active Sabbath School is one
of the best means to effect this. If1
have succeeded in bringing the younger
portion of St James’ Church to have
an interest in its well-being, then, I
honestly assure you, I am more pleased
than words can express, and 1 thank
God for imparting His blessing. Where-
ever I am I shall always watch with
interest, and earnestly pray for the suc-
cess of that school, for the good of which
I had the privilege of spending 30 many
happy hours.

am most grateful to you all for your
kind words and good wishes. Though
in future the waters of the mighty deep
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roll between us, yet, in spirit we can
unite in the praise and service of Our
Great Master in Heaven. May we so
live and work here, as to enable us to
look to the future with the assurance
that we shall enter the rest which is pre-
pared for the people of God.

I required no material toren whereby
to remember St. James’ Church Sabbath
school.—but 1 accept the gift as it is
given, in love.

Mrs. MacDonald cordially unites with
me in acknowleging your kind wishes
for our future happiness,

I am, my dear Teachers, &e. &e.,
F. R. MacDoxavrp.

Several articles have been omitted to
make room for the sermen which we
publish in the present issue.  They will
all appear in our next.

e
Hotes of the Fonth,

Amox6 the events of the past month,
we have to chronicle one of the saddest
and most appalling of marnne disasters
in the wreck and loss of the Adantic.
On the morning of the 1st of April, this
ocean steamer—one of the largest and
finest of her class—was stranded upon a
reet on the coast of Nova Scotia, with
the loss of over five hundred lives. The
loss of so much life by such a disaster,
apart trom all consideration of the causes
which led to it, produced a profound
tensation.  We cannot begin to describe
the state of fecling which prevailed.
From the outset, there was an impression
that it must have been partly caused by
carclessness and negligence.  To-day,
however, we are not left in doubt as to
the parties on whom the responsibility
of the catastrophe must rest. A most
minute investigation bas been made;
and we regret to have to record that our
mpressions have been confirmed. 1. It
has been shown that the steamer had an
nsufficient supply of coal for the voyage
between Liverpool and New York, and it
was thus that she was compelled to head
for Halifax. Herein it is that the Liver-
Pool agents of the Winte Star Line are
t blame. They allowed their steamer,
with nearly nine hundred passengers, to
leave Liverpool with a supply of coal
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which was nearly consumed when she
had two days® sailing before she could
arrive in New York. 2. It had been
shown that Capt. Williams was not as
anxious and concerned as ho should
have been, considering he was aware
that he was on a dangerous coast with
deceptive currents. Intrusting his shi
to subordinate ofticers, he retived to his
room to rest and sleep.  Such reckless
indifference on his part, under the cir-
cumstances, amounts almost to culpable
negligence.  Asto the officer who was
in charge of the ship at the time she
struck, we can only say that his careless-
ness in the discharge of his duty was
such as to merit condemnation second
ounly to the Captain. The sentence
which they received from the Com-
missioner, who was appointed to try
them at Halifax, was less severe than
we anticipated.  Over and above it,
they will have remorse of conscience
which they will have to carvy with them
to their graves; and wherever they go,
a stigma will rest upon them.

WE have also to chronicle another
appalling event in the treacherous mur-
der of Gen. Canby and Dr. Thomas by
the Modoc Indians in the United States.
In the past, the Government of that
country has found the greatest difliculty
in dealing with the Indians in their
western territories. It must be confessed
that, for generations, their policy to-
wards them has not been such asto
command the respect and approbation
of the wisest statesmen of their own or
any other country. It is described as 2
“ scandal to civilization and humanity.”
Lately, however, there has been a dispo-
sition to treat them with great leniency.
It is a great misfortune for the Indians
themselves that, in a “ council of peace,”
the Modoc tribe should bhave shown so
much treachery and thirst for blood.
Those who were their victims on this
occasion, were mep whose desire was to
treat them hondstly and faithfully.
Their murder, as was expected, has
produced throughout the whole country
the wildest feclings for revenge. This
also is unfortunate. The danger now is
that other tribes may espousc the cause
of the Modoc Indians through antipathy
to the white intruders of the country,
and thus there will bea peneral war
between the White and Red men of
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the Continent. This is a question in
which Canada is deeply - interested.
Every endeavour has been made in the
past to treat the Indians fairly, and the
result has been that we have had com-
parative peace with them.  With a
government which has for its policy to
open up the praivies and forests of the
Norih-West territory of this Dominion,
it ix a gieat matter that immigrants
should not be deterred from going into
these parts through helief that the In-
dians may give them trouble.

Lare reports from Great Britain are
to the cffeet that there will be an im-
mense number of cmigrants  to this
continent this year. The greater num-
ber, of course, will @o to the United
States.  Canada  will have its share.
New Branswick is receiving a large
number thisspring.  Every inducement
has been oflered to those who are Ieav-
ing Britain to come to this Province.
Inafew days, there will land in St.
John one hundred and thirty families,
from Kincardineshire, Scotland.  Before
leaving their native country, they formed
themsclves into an association, receiving
into it such persons and families as they
desired to have with them, with the ob-
ject of coming to this Province to settle
down together.  The Government has
providcd land and houses for them 5 and
if they are hard-working, industrious
people. ina few years they will find
themsclves with homes which they can
call their own.  They take with them
their own minister—a fact which we
cannot fail to rejoice over. It shows
that they are a people of the right
stamp.

Tur: present Scssion of our Dominion
Parliament is drawing near a close. The
debates on some cases of contested elee-
tion were bitter and acrimonious. While
members are not allowed to indulge in
personal reflections, they still are able
to use language in such a way asto show
their sentiments.  The Pacific Railway
gave rise to considerable debate.  The

voliey of the Government was sustained
¥ a large majority of the IHouse, A
member of the opposition from St. John,
N. B, in his publlic correspondence, re-
flected on the honesty and candour of
the Government and those who voted
with them, by charging them with re-
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ceiving bribes. This was a sevious
charge—an accusation which would have
brought the Parliament of Canada into
contempt with the whole country, if it
were sustained. IPor his statements he
was called toaccount in the House,  Ile
refused, however, to offer any explana-
tion, or makc any apolugy.  The House
then, by a large majority, declared his
statements wthout any foundation of
truth.  Reviewing the whole guestion
impartially, it i3 unfortunate that the
press of the yresent day should indulge
=0 freely in sweeping charges of corrnp-
tion aml dishonesty against public men,
without giving the grounds on which
they base ther charges. and the proof
on which they can establish them.  The
freedom of the press must be maintained;
but unless this freedom is used within
such a judicbus limit as I bave now
suggested, the consequence will be that
there will be restrictions placed upon it.
Itisan casy matter for writers, with
dishonest motives, to give expression to
Lase insinuations against the character
of persons, or party statements, <o
carcfully worded that they cannot be
made a ground of libel, when there is
nou good foundation for the one or other.
If the press of this country wiil ever
have restrictions placed upon it, it will
be on accoun: of the abuse of their pre-
sent freedom. It is said that there are
to be some changes in the Government.
The Ion. Joseph Iowe is to be made
Governor of Nova Scotia, which leaves
a vacancy in the Cabinet. We Learit
also stated that the Ion. A. J. Smith
will be appointed Governor of New
Brunswick. These appointments will
give very general satistaction.—Matters
at the present time in Prince Bdward
Island, look favourable toward having
the Island incorporated with the Domi-
nion of Canada.  The present strugyle
between the two political parties there,
wounld scem to be with refererce to
which should have the honour of bring-
ing such a union about.

Turre are rumours that Pins IX. i
fast failing in health and strength, and
fears ave felt that he will not long ser-
vive to continue to reign as Popein
Rome.  His life has not been eventfl
in strengthening his church and in
creasing her power in the world. Placed
in a position of great honour—assuming
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as’his predecessors did. great power—
claiming for himself infallible wisdom,
he has certainly failed ;0 show that he
was qualified for the hoour and capable
of using his power 1o sdvantage, or of
admmistering the aflaiss of his kingdom
with such wisdom as tocommand the re-
speet of his own subjects. There is a
probability that he willeave his church
athis death in a most ursatistactory state.
She has lost all poweria Germany. ller
authority is called in question in Switzer-
land. In France and $hain and Austria,
her people are fast fallng away into in-
fidelity. To-day, the unlimited power
and authority which she once claimed
in ecclesiastical and pditical affairs, are
not recognized in any part of the world
to any great extent. In the event of
his death at the preient time, there
would be immense exdtement over the
appointment of his suceessor. It is sup-
posed that trouble wll arise on this
point.

Fraxce and Spain wre still in great
political trouble. It is diflicult to con-
ceive what wonld restore peace and or-
der and harmony in these nations.
Strong factions in byth contend for
power, and are williag to run to any
extreme to accomplish sheir selfish ends.
Thicrs still holds on 1is way with as
much case as could be expected under
the circumstances. Tlere are rumours
of a conspiracy againsthislife. A cold-
blooded murder of thiskind would have
the eftect of plunging the whole country
into the most destructive and bloody of
civilwars.  Surely France has witnessed
more of the horrors of war, within the
past few years, than sie would care to
see in this generation. It is more than
diflicult to conceive what will be the issue
of matters in Spain. The people are
naturally excitable and restless. They
scarcely wait to think. They seem to
act on impulse ; consequently, they are
one thing to-day, and something else to-
morrow. The Carlistsseem to be strong
and bold. In Catalonia, they have al-
most absolute sway. Newspapers here
and there, even in Madrid, have espoused
their cause. Editors openly sympathise
with them, and have published advertise-
ments with liberal offers to those who join
them in opposing Republicanism.  "The
chief or king of this party is sanguine of
success. Ile assures hisfriends that while
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the Republic must have its turn in power,
yet his triumph will not be long delayed.
In the face of such opposition, Repub-
licanism will have a hard struggle for
life. Failing in at once restoring order
and peace to the country, many who
supported it at the outset will soon lose
conceit of it, and join with others in
seeking a new change. R.J.C.

i
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Intelligencee,

Mexico.—Twenty-four young local
ministers, in the Boston Theological
Seminary, are pursuing the study of
Spanish, under a native instructor, with
a view to missionary work in Mexico,
and other Spanish-speaking populations
on the Continent.

Nepraska.—A Missionary found a
boy 15 years old, in Nebraska, who had
no conception of the object of a Sab-
bath Scheol, who had no Bible or Testa-
nient, and had never read a word in
either, and knew nothing of the Saviour.
When asked if he knew who Christ was,
he said : “1 do not think there is such a
man living in this neighbonrhood.” This
fact, with others frequently coming to
light, show that heathenism is not un-
known in Christian America.

MixxesoTA~—A lady in Northwest-
ern Minnesota has been sustaining a
Sabbath School of 45 scholars for nearly
two years. But two sermons have been
preached in that region for three years,
t0 that this school furnishes all the
means of Bible instruction enjoyed.
What spiritual destitution must prevail
in this locality ! :

SwEDEN.—Great revivals are report-
ed in Central Sweden, and large in-
gatherings to the churches.

Japay.—The Japanese English Dic-
tionary, prepared by Dr. Hepburn, has
just been reprinted. The Gospel by
Mark, in the Japanese language, has
also been put into circulation, and meets
with & ready sale. Brighter days arein
prospect for this long-benighted land,
but German Infidelity and Rationalism
are exerting a baneful influence.
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MarsuaLL Isnanpg.—The highest
chief on one of the most populous of
these Islands is extremely anxious for a
Missionary. What motive may be
prompting him to send an earnest re-
quest for a labourer of the Gospel, it is
difflicult to tell. The fact, however, is
worthy of note.

Sumarra.—This Island is most mag-
nificent, containing a population between
three and four mullions. These people
demand far more attention than they
have hitherto received. Indeed, only
for the labours of a few Dutch Mission-
aries, they would be utterly neglected.

Furvanpo Po.~-This beautiful 1sl-
and is situated on the Western coast of
Africa, and is an extremely healthy spot.
Through the instrumentality of mission-
aries, a Christian church and schools
have been formed, which were seized by
the Jesuits, and the first missionaries
dgnd many of their converts were driven
to the mainland. Since the liberation
of Spain from Popish thraldom, this
Island has enjoyed like liberty, so that
the Gospel may now, without material
hindrance, be proclaimed from one end
of it to the other.

Sax Luis, Mexico.— The ravid
spread of Protestantism in Mexico gives
mortal offence to the Roman Catholic
priesthood, who are using every means
to prevent its growth. Recently, an
attack was madc upon a Protestant con-

egation in San Luis. No one was

illed, but several were injured, and the
police had to dispel the rioters.

WE learn from the Wellington (N.Z.)
Independent that the Rev. C. S. Ogg
has met with a warm reception on ar-
riving in New Zealand to undertake the

astoral charge of 8t. Andrew’s Church,
ellington. "He was introduced to his
new charge at a public meeting held in
the church, which probably never had
its accommodaticn taxed to such an ex-
tent beiore.  Among those who took an
active part in the proceedings were
many of the most nctable of the citizens,
and the clergy of the city were largely
represented. Robert Hart, Esq., M.L..C,,
occupied the chair, aud Rev. Mr. Pater-
son gracefully discharged the duty of
welcoming Mr. Ogg, who, in_acknow-
ledging the hearty reception given him,
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exprassed his deep gratification that such
a respectable and numerous assemblage
should have met 10 welcome him to his
new sphere of labsur. He was embold-
ened to hope that his efforts, meetini
with such encourazement, would not fal
short of a considemble meed of success.
Mr. Ogg was, br a number of years,
minister of St. Amlrew’s Church, Chai-
ham, N.B,, and subsequently he was em-
ployed as missionay at Kirtle, Scotland,
whence he went to New Zealand, where
he enters with sach high promise upon
the pastorate of &. Andrew’s Church,
Wellington. .

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS,.

—

FOREIGN MISSION FUND.

Col. for Mis. vessel Jayspring from St.
Andrew’s Ch., Sab School, Hx.... $ 471

Col. by ladies of Cunming's Mt. sec.

of St. Paul's cong., East River. .. 2 35
Col. St. Andrew's C1,, N. G., 8$136;

less postage and P O. Order....... 135 25

Total. .ieivvnnniaceniovaen. .. S142 31
. J. J. BrEMNER, Treas.
Halifaz, N. 8., Miy 5, 1873.
SYNOD’S HOME MISSION.

Col. from Woodstock and Northamp-
ton, N.B., per RevW. P. Begyr ... $15 00

Aprd, 1873. G P.MrrcneLy, Treas.

YOUXG MEN'S BURSARY FUND.

Ree. from Musquodeboit cong., per
Rev.d. McMillan. ........ 3700
Pictou, April, 1873,  J. Hisror, Treas.

LAY ASOCIATION.

-West Branch, E. R. cong., col. for the quarter
ending 31st March, 1873:

Glengarry, col. by Miss Elspy Mec-
Archucand Autie B. Gordon. ... 814 00

PRETR

Fox Brook, col by Miss il. McKenzie
545
Fraser aud M. B. Gray. ..
Blf Brook, col. by Miss E Mec-
Do
VcDonald and Mrs. ). Matheson. 4 47
Up. Big Brook, col. by Miss A. Mec-
414
. Damry, GRAY, Sec'y.
Hopewell, April 1st, 1873.
tie McRae, Dr. Sutherland —60 cents each.
W. G. PENDER, Sec'y.

and Jane McBear............. .
Hopewell, & Island, col. by Miss A.
447
nald and B. McKay........... 5 64
Upper Hopewell, o3l. by Miss Grace
Bean and E. Cullen.............
Total. .oveeennerasannns ....838 17
PAYMENTS FOR * RECORD.”
Halifax :—C. McQueen, Miss Rhind, Chris-
“ Mayflower” Office, 161 Hollis St
5 Hakifaz, May 5th, 1873,



