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No. 8. § SAINT JOHN, N. B., JANUARY, 1840. { Vol. 1.

CONDUCTED BY W, W. HATON.

Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God.—Peuer. On this Rotk I will build
my Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail agaiust it.— The Lord Messiah.

e — e e e ]

Parroxs of the Christian, Fiicnds and Brethren, we wish you all 2
happy New-Year! A happy year it may be to youall. Yes! you
may spend it in the enjuyuwent of a greaier amount of real Lappiness
than any former year. “If the will of the Lord be so,” say you.
Well, it is the will of the Lord that all Lis creatures should be parta-
kers of uninterrupted spiritual joy. He commands all meu every where
to repent 5 and to the disciples Paul once said, * Rejuice evermore ;”
disciples, too, who were encircled with tenfold greater difficulties than
any which surround Christiaus at the prescut time. ¢ He that follow-
eth me shall not walk in darkucss but shull have the light of Lfe,” said
the Savior of the world.

A first principle in christian plilosoply 1s, that no man can desire
that which does not cxist. To say that man possesses desires fur that
which is not, is to adopt oune of the first principles of Atheism.  The
Almighty architect first made provision fur auimated vatare, and then
brought it into existence. Tlat which was necessary for the gratifica-
tion of our appetites first, and then man adapted to the state in which
he was to exist. Atheism, ou the other hand, would induce us to think
that the stream has arisen above its fountain ; that tawre has produccd
beings superior to herself—beings which long afir imwmortality and
never ending happiness , beings, who after they Liave drank every cup
of nature to its dregs, desire more; they long for life and happiness ;
they are dissatisfied with the past aud the present: and the future is
to them dismal night! This is thy God, O Infidelity !

This boasted sy.. <m is called reason.  Then would T remain one
of the superstitivus wud unreasonable crcatures who cheat themselves
with the visions of Lamortality. There certaiuly is happiness in the
anticipation, and shuald I be mistahen there will be no person to laugh
at my disappointment.

We have said that man cannot posscss desires for that which does not
exist. Now for the proof. We desire nothing in the kingdom of na-
ture that the Lord has not provided. Reader, turn your thoughts in-
ward; call to your aid all of your knowlcdge and cxperience ; then

R



170 THE CHRISTIAN.
answer this question . Did your animal appetites cver crave that which
dues not exist—of which you never heard? It cannot be; for the
creator of our bodies is the author of nature.  God gave us our pas.
sions and appetites for our good ; he then gave us his revelation for the
tegulation of them, to which, if we submit, we shall enjoy a great
amount of happiness, even in this vale of tears.

Now, we know that God has made provision for the gratification of
our animal wants, and also for the supply of the whole creation—birds,
beasts, fishes, and,reptiles. Does he have a greater care for our bo.
dies than our souls? ¥Has he made preparation for the wants of all
his creatures * from Greenland’s icy mountains to India’s coralstrand,”
and wholly or in part neglected our souls ? Had we no revelation, fur-
ther than that we must live again after we have ¢ shuffled off this mor.
tal coil,” reason would say there is preparation made for the supply of
our spiritual desires. And what does man desire more than every
thing else? 'What is the main spring to noble deeds of daring— why
will he eross sea and land in pursuit of various objects—why will he
subject himself to every danger and privation and death itself? You an-
swer, in pursuit of honor, wealth, or fame. And why seek for honor,
wealth, and fame ! We answer, to satisfy the longings of the spirit af-
ter happiness.  The desire for happiness is inseparable with our na-
tures. God has given it to us. Will any dare to say that He cre-
ated us with it that it might be eternally blasted? Forbid it Heaven!

Our God holds our souls in as high estimation as our bodies. He
loves our deathless spirits as well as he does beasts and fishes ; if so,
then he has made provision for their happiness. ¢ All men,” say you,
** are not happy now, nor ever wili be in this world, or in the world to
come ! What 1s the reason ? Unhesitatingly we answer~—because
they are unholy. And why unholy : because they will not obey God.
‘“Jesus being made perfect, has become the author of eternal salvation
to all them that obey him I”

Common sense, then, says—the Author of our existence, who has im-
planted in our souls this longing after immortality, has prepared a way
by which we may all attain to it. "'When we open the blessed volume,
Heaven'’s richest boon to sinful man, our doubts, if any remain, rela-
tive to the goodness of God, immediately vanish on reading, “God so
Ioved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting life ; for God
seut not his Son into the werld to condemn the world, but that the world
through him might be saved.”

Readers of the Christian, if any of you miss the path to eternal feli-
city, it will be because you choose the road to misery. If you go to
hell, it will be because you choose the paths of sin. If you are un-
happy now, it is becauscy  will not take the yoke of Christ and weéar
it.  Heaven has lavished innumerable blessings on you already, and
now waits to bestow more. .

Disciples of Christ, would you be always happy t—follow the Lord
Jesus fully. Aliens from the kingdom of grace, would you re-
joice in thelove of God? * Repent and be baptised every one of you ia
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the name of Jesus Christ for remission of sins, and you.shall receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Since our publication was first issued, several of your number have
goue to their final account. This yesr may seal your final doom. Be
wise. ¢ The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” ¢ How
shall the young man cleanse his way? By takingheed thereto according
to thy word.” O then, friends, begin this year with all your heart in
the service of Immanuel.

The past year has been an cventful period. Many things have tran-

(spired to imprint it upon our memories. The Protestants of Europe
have been celebrating the third centenary of their religion. The Wes-
leyan Zlethodists of Britain and America have, with much splendour,
kept the first centenary of Methodism. They have declared that their
system 1s just one hundred years old. 'They begin then not with the
birth, baptism (?) conversion, or death of their venerated founder, but
with the first societies formed by him. Christians learn a lesson from
this. Christianity began with the formation of the first christian church
on the day of Pentecost, in the year of our Lord, 34; Therefore, last
¥ Whitsunday” completed our one thousand eight hundred and fifth
anniversary of the Christian religion. Praise God, brethren, the sys-
tem is not a modern one.

The progress of the Apostolic Gospel the last yzar has been beyond
the most sanguine expectations of its friends and advocates. May we
expeet a good harvest of souls for the year of Grace 1840.

God being our helper, we shall endeavour to make Tre CaprsTIAN
as interesting as our abilities and opportupitics wil permit. 'We shall
do all we can for that cause, which above all others, lies nearest our
heart. Ep1Tor,

(CONCLUDED FROM LAST NUMBER,)

A DISCOURSE ON SIN AND ITS CURE.

BY ALYETT RAINES, OF KENTUCKY.

Therefore, as by Adem all die, so also, by Christ shall all be made alive. But
every one in his own rank: Christ the first fruit, they that are Christ's, sflerwards,
at bis coming.—NEew Vegswor. 1 Cor. xv. 22, 23.

Having now, very imperfectly we know, sketched the consequences

of sin, we proceed in the next place, as was propesed, to consider the
CURE. .

That this part of our subject may be prescated intelligibly and for-
cibly to the reader, we shall exhibit an analysis both of the disease and
of the remedy ; and show the adaptation of the remedy to the disease.

In six then, be it observed, there are juss six powvts. 1st, The
love of sin. %nd, The practice. 3rd, The state. 4th, The guilt.
5th, The power, and 6th, The punishment.

In the gospel there are also s1x ronrs. lst, Faith. 2nd, Repen-
tance. 38d, Baptism. 4th, Pardon. 6th, Holy Spirit. 6th, The Re-
surrection.
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Now, Lehold huw completely, as the glove to the hand, the remedy
is adapted to the disease! By faith the love of sin is destroyed; by
repemiance the practice, by baptism the state ; by pardon the guilt; by
the Holy Spirit the power; and by the resurrection the punishment,

Fmst. Faith destroys the love of sin. But as there hus been much
difficulty and controversy in the religious world rclative to faith, we ask,
by what Jund of faith is the love of sin destroyed? Ans. by that kind of
faith which * comes by lLearing the word of the Lord ;” ¢ which works
by love” and * purifies the heart.” 'The person who has this faith,
has received not only the truth, but “the love of the truth that he might
be saved.” He has * behieved with his keart unto righteousness;” and
* has beheved with all his heart.” The faith that destroys the love of
sin, is not a mere speculative figmeat floating in some upper region of
the brain, leaving the heart as cold as ice ! It grasps both the head and
the heart of the believer! It captivates the whole soul. It conquers
the love of sin by the Grace of God, aund the Lload of the everlasting
covenant, and gives the victory over the world, the flesh and the Devil!
Any faith that does not thus affect us, is of no utility.  The christian
religion claims for its own legitunate subjects, hoth the heads and the
hearis of all whom it recognizes as chiristians ; the head as the seat of
intellect, and the heart as the orgau of the moral feelings. It will,
therefore, appropriate both, or ncidiecr. Henee, we affirm that we be-
lieve in both neap and neart religion !—Not head rehgion without the
heart, nor Leart religion without the licad ; because head religion with-
out the heart is too coLp, while heart religion without the head is too
1eNoRANT ! The faith that works Lj love brings hrad and heart into
a state of happy harmony ; aud through these, takes the government
of the whole men ; leads the thoughts into the captivity of the obedi-
ence of Christ, and exhibits our religion, not upun the ends of our
tongues merely, but like most precious juwels upon the ends of our
fingers! Thus do the subjects of this faith enjoy ruligion *pure and
undefiled.” The * Love” by which it works, ““rejoices not in iniquity,
but rejoices in the truth ;” and hence becomes the powerful spiritual
mainspriug of the human soul, by which it is propcled onwardiu abe-
dicuce to the trath; and by which, consequently, the love of sin is de-
stroyed. This leads us to remark :

Secoaory. That repentance destroys the practice of sin. We may
easily supposo that the practice of sin will cease, when its love has
been destroyed. Repentance is indeed a fruit of faith ; or rather a pro-
duction by grace through faith. But we shall be asked, ** what is re-
pentance T° Tt is not mere sorrow for sin ! for many are always sor-
rowing, and yet always sinning! But though repentance is not mere
sorrovw for sin, we say thut never did a sinner repent, who was not first
deeply, pungently sorry on aceount of Lis sins,  © Godly sorrow,” says
Paul, “worketh repentance not to be repented of.”—2d Cor. vii. 10.
Now if godly sorrow works.repentance, it cannot itself be repentance,
but inust precede it ; and repentance must be the result of its opera-
tions. Itcannot be both the cause and effect of itself! But gadly sor-
row works reformation, or an amendment of life. Take an example
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On the day of Pentecost, Peter preached to a large congregation of
sinners, many of whom were pierced in the heart. The words pierced
in the heart, are expressive of their deep sorrow. They ashed Peter
and the rest of the Apostles, what they should do to be saved. Peter
commanded them to repeat. But if Peter, when he commanded them
to “repent,” meant become sorry, there was not one of them that obey-
ed him ! They all became sLap ! *They that aLapLY receive the
word were baptized.”—Acts ii. 41. They had been already made sor-
ry enough. When, therefore,they heard and believed, that by amend-
ing their lives and being baptized, they could obtain pardon in the place
of sorrow, overwhelming joy sprang up in their hearts ! Thus, then,
is the practice of sin destroyed ; not, however, by mere external refor-
kmmion ; it is a reformation of mind and of heart, and which eventaates
in a reformation of behaviour ; it is a breaking off from our sins by
Fighteousness, and our transgressions by turning to the Lord. Those,
kerefore, who repent evangelically, bring forth fruits meet for repen-
ance ; in other words, demonstrate their repentance by a change of
ractice ; and thus is the practice of sin destroyed.
We can inform the sinner how much sarrow for his sins he ought to
ssess | Just enough to constrain him to amend his life! If he has
faith, through which a sufficiency of grace flows iato his soul to work
ithin him godly sorrow, and enough of genuine hatred of sin to effect
n lus behalf both wnternal and external reformation, he has become the
toper subject for baptism or a change of state. 'We hasten therefore
o show :
Twmory. That by baptism the state of sin is destroyed—~When a
reigner takes the oath of allegiance to the government of the United
Btates, he passes from the state of an alien into that of a citizen ; when
ersons are married, they pass out of the single into the married state.
o, when penitert believers put on the Lord Jesus Christ, they pass
ut of the unpardoned into the pardoned state. Observe, we do not
firm that the state of a sinner is never changed except in baptism.—
lus is no part of our creed. What may be done out of baptism is not
e present question. We have, however, no great hking for the prin-
iples of those persons, who are always enquiring bow near they can
pproach the precipice of disobedience without falling over ! The
gestion is of what utility is baptism?  Deoes it convey any blessing to
eobedient? Or is it 2 mere empty, unmeaning ceremony ? We
7, that in it, the state of the believer is changed! and in effeet, so say
e popular creeds. Let us hear what our friends, the Methodists, say
ucerning baptism :
ArT. 17, “Baptism is not only a sign of profession’ and mark of dif-
rence, whereby christians are distinguished from others who are not
plised, but it 1s also & sign of regeneration or the new birth.” Bap-
im is o mark of difference whereby christians are distinguished from
¢rs that are not baptised- Will this Article recognise those as chris-
us who have not this distinetive “mark?” If so, then of what use
the “mark 2 Did not the fabricators of this ‘“article” believe that
1sons not having this * mark of distinction,” ought not to be recog-

.
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nised by the church as christians 1 If they moant any thing less thay
this, then is this article a sounding nothing ! A tissue of words with-
out meaning ! But we will hear them further on baptism : In the
the Discipline of 1828, the latest and the best, on page 107, the con-
versation between Christ and Nicodemus, relative to being * born of
water and the spirit,” is used as applicable to baptism. On page 104,
they pray that the infant “may be delivered from God’s wrath, and
received into the ark of Christ’s Church.”” Would not this be a change
of state 2 On page 108, the minister, in a prayer for adult candidates
for baptism, says, “give thy Holy Spirit to these persons that they may
be born again,”’ &c. And on page 187, “we call upon thee for these
persons, that they coming to thy holy baptism, may receive remission
of their sins by spiritual regeneration.” 1f these quotations do not fully
imply a change of state in baptism, then is language an unintelligible
Jjargon! Equally strong is the doctrine of the Presbyterian Confession:
“Baptism is a Sacrament of the New Testament, ordained by Jesus
Christ, not only for the solemn admission of the party baptised into the
visible church, but also to be unto him a sign and seal of the cove-
nant of grace, of his engrafting into Christ, of regeneration, of remis
sion of sins, and of his giving up unto God, through Christ to walk i,
newness of life.”-—P. 120. * Baptism,” says this Confession, “is s
Sacrament.” Let us then turn to the 92d Question, larger Catechism,
and learn what we are to understand by the word * Sacrament:” 4
Sacrament is a holy ordinance instituted by Christ ; wherein by sens:
ble signs Christ and the bencfits of the new covenant are represented,
sealed, and applied,” (take notice, applied) * to believers.” And tha
¢ the Sacraments become effectual means of salvation, not from any
virtue in them, but only by the blessing of Christ and the working of
his Spirit in those that by faith receive them.”

These things being admitted, we ask no more! Baptism may then,
“hy the blessing of Christ™ and the “work of the Spirit,” become to
to the believer an ¢ ¢ffectual means of salvation.” 'We thank the Lot
for this admission ! We may say then, without giving offence to the
advacates of this Confession, that **he that believeth and is baptised
shall be saved ; in other words, that if a man ¢ dcheves” and has the
« Spirit,” Christ will make  baptism” to him when he receivesit
“ an effectual means of salvation.” We shall never, we think, attach
more importance than this, to baptism. But if baptism is “ made”2
any way whatever “ an ¢ffectual means of salvation” to a person, is#
not to that person a change of state? Most incontrovertibly it iz =
The person who receives, upon the principles of the Gospel, this “¢.
fectual means of salvation,” passes out of the unpardoned into the.pat:
doned ; out of the saved into the unsaved state ; and therefore, mos
obviously and undeniably his state is changed ! |

Let it be deeply impressed upon the mind of the reader, tha. althougt
we teach that baptism effects a change af state, we do not beligve thel
it effects this change in behalf of any, who do not possess the faith x|
repentance of which we have spoken, as prerequisites to its receptios
A believing * with the heart,” and repentance “from the heart;" v
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must possess before we can be recognised as proper subjects of bap-
tism! But, having these, * buptism,” the Apostle Peter affirms,
ugaves us "'—1 Pet. iii. 1.  In the preceding verse, he affirms inre-
ference to Noah and his family, that * eight souls were saved by water.”
Not, however, by water aLoNe ! 1In order to obtain salvation by wa-
ter, Noah and his family believed and obeyed ! Thus it is in respect
to baptism.  Faith and obedience bring us into the enjoymeut of par-
ldon! so that Peter says, «“the like figure or antitype whereunto, even
baptism doth also now save us.” Without faith and obedience, bap-
tism is no more fitted to save us, than were the waters of the flood to
ave Noah, without the faith and obedience by which he built himself
an Ark.  And here, we cannot forbear saying, that the Pedo-Baptist
creeds, attach more importance to baptism than we do ; for they sup-
pose it to possess the same cfficacy, when applied to unconscious babes,
ithout either faith or repentance, that we suppose it to possess when
Flvpplied to believing penitent adults !

Baptism then, saves us ; but not unless preceded by genuine faith
nd repentance. Nor does the parenthetical sentence—* not the put-
ing away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience
owards God—which has been thrown into this verse, militate in the
east against this position. ** The filth of the flesh,” whatisit? Why,
ays the opposer of baptism for remission, ¢ the filth of the flesh is
in!” But we say that it is not sin—and now for the proof ! ¢ For
the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling
e unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh, how much more
hall the blood of Christ purge your consciences 1’ &c. Heb. ix. 18.—
foww observe, that the blood of bulls and goats, and the ashes of a heif-
could purify the flesh, that is, take away the filth of the flesh. But
ys Paul, ‘it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats
ould take away sins.”’—Hebrews, x. 3. Now what is the logi-
conclusion from these premises? Why just this: that as the blood
those animals could take away the filth of the flesh, and could not
eaway sin ; therefore, the filth of the flesh is not sin. Baptism
as never designed, as were many of the legal ceremonies, for a mere
rification of the flesh. It reached deeper. Through faith, and the
ood of Christ, it reached the conscience—because when properly re-
ived, it was an act of obedience for remission, springing from the
art ; au internal act, terminating in an external act ; and, therefore,
ving an internal effect. As Eve, by the internal act of believing a
,and the external act of eating the forbidden fruit, made herself the
bject of guilt, and many woees ; so we, by a belief of the truth, and
dience, ave made the subjects of remission, and unnumbered gospel
ssings. 'The persan, therefore, * who obeys from the heart, is made
from sin, and becomes a servant of righteousness.” Let this suf-
to show how little truth there is in saying, that ¢ the filth of the
i is sin, and that as baptism is not for the putting away of the filth
the flesh, therefore, it is not for the remission of sins.” 'What then
itforl A mere sectarian form? It saves us! From what? From
hing ! Then it does'not save as at all! The contest iz hetween
objector and Peter!
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We affirm that baptism was, from the time of its first institution, fy
the remission of sins !—+* John did baptise in the wilderness, and preag
the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins—Mark i. 4. * Andly
came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of
pentance for the remission of sins—Luke iii. 3. * Repent and be bs
tized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remissin
of sins,"~—Acts . 38.  ** And now why tarriest thou 1 urise andly
baptised and wash away your sins, calling upon the name of the Lor"
—Act xxii. 16.  * Baptism doth cven now save us”—1 Peter iii.
st He that beheveth and is baptised shall be saved”—Mark xvi. 16, F
these testimonies do not prove that baptism is ¢ for the remissions
sins,” then there is no proposition under Heaven that can be prow
by any testimony whatever—for the testimony in the present cas
positive, which is all that can be presented to prove a.y propositin
Reader, do not the prejudices of your education, or does not the pry
of party cause you to reject this doctrine of the gospel of the graced
God?

If tnen in baptism we receive the remission, we experienee in by
tism a change of state—we pass out of the unpardoned into the p
doned state! ¢ Know ye nat that so many of us as were baptised ity
Jesus Christ, were baptised into his death 17’—Rom. vi. 3. “Fa
are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus,  For as many¢
you as have been baptised unto Jesus Christ, have put on Christ”
Gul. 1i1. 26, 27. These persons are here represented as having pa
ed out of the unregenerated into the regencrated state. How wast
change effected? By faith. How is it proved to have been effecs
by faith? Why, * For so many of you as have been baptised,”
It is as if he had said ** Ye belic.<d and were baptised into him, the:
fore ye are children of God by faith in Christ Jesus;” ye were b
of water and the spirit,” and are therefore children.  If any willy
believe from the force of these positive declarations of holy writ, neils
would they be persuaded though one should rise from the dead !

Forvra.  Pardon destroys the guilt of sin. We are the o
anxious to introduce this topic lest some bypochondriac should sup;
that we believe that mere water washes away sins!! No, not waz
— the blocd of Jesus cleanseth from all sin.”  The blood of Je
¢ gprinklesusfrom anevilconscience.”” ¢ We haver demption throy
s blood, the forgiveness of sins.”  Without the blood of Jesus ¥
could be no remission. But we believe that the blood of JesusH
efficacy to cleanse us, when in the water, from all sin! You beb
that this biood cleansed you, not when in the water of baptism,
when in the atmospheric air! And pray, why not be cleansed by
atoning blood when in the water as well as when in the air? W
not rather be cleansed by this blood in baptism, as “ baptism doth &i§
now sAve Us 1" Why not have your **hearts spnnkled from an¢
conscience and your bodies washed with pure water?”’  Every i
under heaven is suitable with some people for remission but the p¥
which God has explicitly appointed !!  Any place but the waTeM
to receive remission in baptism is heresy.!!
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Bo it remembered then, that we attach ample efficacy to the blood
of Christ. His death and resurrection constitute the immoveable hasis
upon which the whole of our religion is reared. * We are justificd by
lus dlosd,” in obedicnce. We are not saved by faith alone, repentance
alone, beptism alone, blood alone, hope alene, the word alone, the spirit
alone, nor by any other thing alone, avy more than Noah in being
saved ** by water” was saved ¢ by water” alone! As “ man does not
live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth
of God,” so we ‘¢ purify our souls” not by any one thing alone, but
“in obeymg the truth;” because in obedience we arz the subjects of
the concentrated energy of all the gracious means appointed for our
salvation.

It being a divinely attested truth, that ¢ e that believeth and is bap-
nsed shall be saved,” that is, pardonced, the behever receives baptism
gs a divine PLEDGE of pardon. He does not think that baptism par-
dons him, any more than faith or repentance pardons hirn—nor does he
think that baptism, any more than faith and repentaace, cleanses him
from sin! He believes that the blood of Christ through faith in re-
pentance and baptism cleanses him from sin ; that God pardons him
through the blood of Jesus in obedience! and hence, the act of obedi-
ence which is specifically for remission, becomes the pledge of his
pardon.  Elence, baptism being for remission is truly the  answer of
agood conscience I’ Has Jesus said that * He that believeth and is
baptised shall be saved 1" ¢ [ have believed,” says the bbedient per-
som, and been baptised, and therefore as certain as there is veracity
iin Jesus, amn a saved person!”—Saved too through the efficacy of re-
deeming blood ! He is justified, pardoned, accepted ! His guilt which
Lhad lain heavy on his heart, and pierced his soui with a thousand sor-
rows, has departed.  “ He has loved me,” says the nappy convert,
““and washed me from my sins in his own blood.” Ask him if he now
feels guilty 2 he will answer in the negative! Ask him by what means
he knows he is justified 7 he will tell you ¢ he has the word of God in
proof of it I He believes he has been pardoned, not because he feels
happy, but he feels happy because he believes he has been pardoned ;

d ms cvidence of pardon is the word of the Lord. He trustsnot in
a0 inward impulse, in a burning flow of the animal spirits, nor in any

the suggestions of a * heart deceitful above all things, and despe-
tely wicked,” as an evidence of acceptance; but to the word of the
ord recorded in the New Testament, confirmed by innumerable mira-
les, and sealed with the precious blood of our beloved Redeemer. Is
ot this & sure foundation? On this then the genuine believer builds
o present acceptance and for eternal salvation.

Frern.  The Holy Spirit destroys the power of sin.  If we would
njoy salvation or pardon, after having been made the pariakers of it,
e must enjoy also the influences of the Holy Spirit—we must drink
ito the spirit of God. The Spirit must strengthen us with might in
ke inner man. 'The more we shall be influenced by the Holy Spirit,
te more “ spiritual strength” shall we have; the m.zs nower 105 re-
it the devil ;” to * fight against our bodies ; to “ crucify the flesh ;™
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to preveut sin from “ reigning” within us ; to put on the whole armer
of God,” and wield as good soldiers of the cross the * sword of the
Spint.”  To serve God aright we shall necd even after our conversion,
the power of the spuit contiuually. It must shed abroad the love of
God in our hearts ; that love which is the fulfilling of the law, which
works uo ill to its neighbor. Thus will the tyrant sin be crushed and
kept under the fuct of the ¢ inner man.” By a faith working by this
love, we conquer the world, the flesh, and satan; we press onward
agawst the torrent of this world’s corruptions, until we grasp the crown
of righteousness ; until Jesus shall say * come ye blessed of my Father,
inhertt the kingdoin prepared for you frow the fuundation of the world.”
Thus is the power of sin destroyed.  All grace, all truth, all divine
motives, all heavenly influences by whichi the power of sin is destroyed,
are by the spirit of God.  The spirit itself dwells in the heart of the
believer ; and i is on this account that * siu reigns not in our mortal
bodies, that we sLall fulfil it in the lusts thercof.” May God give us
more of Lis Holy Spirit. O may we be filled with it ; and may we
so act as never to ¢ grieve” it, or cause it to depart from us,

Sixrn. The resurrection will destroy the punishment of sin; thatis,
the punishmeunt inflicted on «ccount of the sin of Adam. The process
expressed under the five preceding heads, presents a perfect remedy
for all our persoual sins. By faith the love of sin is destroyed, by re-
pentance the practice, by baptisin the state, by pardon the guilt, and
by the Holy Spirit the power. 'The conditions of present salvation
are FAITH, REPENTANCE, BAPTISM. To those who perform these con-
ditions belong the promises, rarpon, HoLy SpIRIT, ETERNAL LIFE;
which life however cannot be obtained cven by those who perform the
preceding conditions, except by ‘* a patient continnance in well doing”
until death. Butto those who perforin these conditious and afterwards
continue faithful, God will communicate all divine succor; he wil
make them more than corguerors; he will not only ¢ work in them,”
here, ¢ to will and to do of his good pleasure,” but he will raise their
bodies from the grave; he will chiange their vile bodies, and fashion
them like unto the glorious boady of Lis son!”  Then will their cure
be perfeet.  Yes, in body as well es in soul, nothing but health, and
vigor, and life, and glory!

In this world, even though the soul may be converted the body re
mains unchanged. Hence the illustrious Paul, long after his conver-
sion, and after lie lind advanced exceedingly far in the divine light and
life of christiuuity ; after Lic had been caught up into the third heavens
aad iuto paradisv, had sull to fight against his body aud bring it into
subjection.” “kfe hnew that in bis flesh there was no good thing."—
s flesh sill lusted against the spirit. ¢ The * miud,” or disposition
of liis flesh, was still *“ cnmity agaiust God!” Aud is not Paul’s ex
perience relative to the antispiritual prineiples of the flesh, the exper
ence of cvery Christian? TUuhesitatingly we say it is! Yes, and tos
greater or less ex*vui tius warfare will continue until the day of or
death. The penalty of the Adamic law must be inflicted upon our
bodies ; or elsc, thear change be effected in a moment, in the twinkling
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of an eyz at the last trump, before they will cease their opposition to
the “inner man” and the principles of the spirit of God.

The scriptures, we thinlt, teach no doctrine with greater clearness
ard force, than that the discases and death of our bodies were derived
from the first sin, through the Adamic law. IJence it is said, “ The
sting of death is sin and the strength of sin is the Law 2 that “ by ene
man siu entered into the world, and praex by sin;” and so death
passed upon all men for that all have siuned; that ¢ Death reigned from
Adam to Moses”—by virtue of the Adamic law—¢“even over them”—
infants and idiots—** who had not sinned after the similitude of Adam’s
transgression ;" that ¢ By the offence of onc, judgment came upon all
men tocondemnation ;” andthat, ** By the offeuce of onE, death reigned
by one”—Rom. v. But do not the scriptures also teach, that all men,
by the first sin of Adam, have been somewhat inclined or predisposed
tosin? 'We answer in the affirmative. Still, however, we do not at-
tribute the whole ¢ enmity” of the ¢ carnal mind,” the whole anti-spi-
ritual power of the flesh to the first sin ; for as the flesh of our first pa-
rents, without any native depravity, became a hot-bed, before the fall,
for the reception of the lies, or evil seed of the father of lies, so has
been the flesh of- their posterity ever since! * When lust hath con-
ceived, it bringeth forth sin’’—James i. 15. Lust in the abstract is not
sin! a conception of falschood by lust is necessary to the production of
sin! Thus was sin brought forth by our first parents—their fleshly
desires conceived the lic of Satan, andimmediately sin was born ; their
posterity have ever since been couceiving satanic falsehoods, and thus
have sins, as the stars of the sky for multitude, and as the sands upon
the sea shore innumerable, been born into the world. To the tempta-
tions injected by Satan, to the corrosive and burning influence of his
poisoned arrows, his fiery darts, do we attribute almost the whole of
the propensity to sin exhibited by the family of man.  These inflame
the blood ; these set on fire the passions ; these obscure the reason, and
plunge every hapless sojourner who feeds not on heavenly bread, who
becomes not the submissive patient of the great Physician, into des-
truction and perdition.

We admit then, that to some extent man has derived from his first
father a propensity to sin, to what extent we venture not to affirm—
but this much we will afirm, that “Jn so far as all kave been injured
by the first Adam they will be bencfitted by the second!” Proor:
* For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of
the dead. Yor as in (by) Adam, all die, even so in (by) Christ, shall
all be made alive”—1st Cor. xv. 21, 22. ¢ Thercfore, as by the of-
fence of one, judgment came upon all men to condemnation, EVEN so
by the righteousness of one, the frec gift came upon all men unto jus-
tification of life”—Rom v. 18.

Does not the apostle here tcach, thatas all men were condemued
through the one offence of the first Adam, the same persons—all men—
will be justified as a free gift through the one rightcousness of the sc-
cond Adam 1 If this is not his meaning, then may we forever despan
of understanding him.  But there is a divinc beauty .and equality
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this doctrine, such as we might reasonably suppose would belong tas
doctriue descriptive of the operations of God, whose ¢ ways are equal.”
As all mankind were involved in death and innumerable evils, and all
this too in pursuzance to a divine sentence, without any act of their own,
does i. not appear that cousistency, that the equality of the ways of
God would roquive their redemption, and that God would effect their
redemption without any act of their own? That God will perform this
work of wonderful mercy, the above scriptures, we think, prove most
indubitably.

But in order to present this part of our subject more intelligibly, and
prevent misconception aud misrepresentation, we shall suppose man.
kind to be divided into three classes or orders. The first consisting of
infants and idiots; the second of such persons s obtain pardon in this
life and die in a state of justification ; and the third of those who live
and die in their sins.

First. Infants and idiots. We have placed these in a separate
class, because they are not accountable beings. The scriptures teach
us that ¢ God requires ofievery person according to his ability,” ¢ ac.
cording to what he has,and notaccording to whathe has not ;” ¢ and that
to him that knews to do good and does it not, to bimit is sin.’ Butin-
fants and idiotshave no moralability, neither know good nor evil; there.
fore obedience is not required ofthem. The gospel does not command
them to believe, repent, and be baptised ; nor indeed to perform any
other act of obedience.  And as * where there is no law there is no
transgression,” infants and idiots not being the subjects of moral law,
are as incapable of disobedience as of obedience.  If saved then (and
we believe thet they will all be saved) it must be without obedience.
Will they not be saved through the righteousness of the second Adam,
the Lord from heaven, by a resurrection from the dead? We answerin
the affirmative. ¢ T'e free gift” has come upon ALL upon whom the
‘“offence came, unto justification of vLiFe.” Jesus will, through his
‘“ rightcousness,” raise all infants and idiots from the dead, for “by
Christ shall all be made alive.” This will be to them complete salvation.
Having no sins of their own committiug from which to be saved, they
need no other salvation.  In the resurrection through Jesus our great
and merciful Physician, all their maladies will be removed, and their .
souls and bodies fully fitted for the recipiency and enjoyment of the in. -
heritance incorraptible. undefiled and unfading. Thus by the supera-
bourding of the divine favor, will all the millions of infants and idiots
brought under the dominion of death by the * offence” of the first Adam, -
be made to “reign in life,” be clothed with salvation and everlasting
glory through the “ righteousness™ of the second Adam.

Is not this doctrine more consistent, scriptural and compatible, than -
that of the populer creeds: T'ake, for instance, the following : ¢ Elect
infants dying in infancy, are regenerated and saved by Christ through
the Spirit, who worketh when, and where, and how he pleaseth. So
also are all other elect persons, who are incapable of being outwardly
celled by the ministry ofthe word”—Pres. Con. p. 52.

* Elect infants ! 7 Does not this imply that somo infants are not
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elect? If it does not, why distinguish some infants by the epithet
welect?” But this will more obviously appear from farther develope-
ments of this doctrine found in other parts of this Confession. ¢ God
from all eternity did by the most wiseand holy counsel of his will freely
and unchangeably foreordain whatsoever comes to pass”—page 15.
« By the decree of God, for the manifestation of his glory, some men
and angels ave predestinated unto everlusting life, and others foreor-
dained unto everlasting death”—and ¢ their number is 80 cerfain and
definite that it cannot be either increased or diminished”’~—pages 16, 17.

Now, reader, if the * number” of both the clect and non-elect * can-
ot be either increased or diminished,” and if the * number” of each
of these classes was rendered thus *definite” by a ¢ decree from ail
eternity,’” you will readily perceive that all persons must be at birth,
ray previous to birth, and forever thereafter, either elect or noun-elect!
and that consequently there are non-elect as well as elect infants!
and hence the Confession is quite consistent with itself, though not
with the scriptures, when it tells us that * elect infants (contradis-
tinguishing them from non-elect ones) dying in infancy are saved.”
But those who ¢ from all eternity” * were predestinated to everlasting
death,” and who die in infancy, what will become of them ¢ Wil
death spare non-elect any more than clect infants? If all persons at
buth are either elect or non-elect (and such they must be acco-ding to
iis Confession of faith) then if non-elect infants die in infancy, into
heaven they cannot enter! Tender, affectionate mothers, look at
this! if you have subscribed this Confession, look at this! then look
ioto the faces of your prattling little ones, and tremble !

But the Confession says, that * Elect infants dying in infancy, are
regenerated and saved by Christ through the Spirit.” ~ Of this we re-
qure proof.  As easily could we believe the mnystic nonsense of popery
jas this, unless some promise to this effect can be shewn in the scrip-
tures. Do not the advocates for this Confession teach that regenera-
non is ¢ @ change of keart?” At what period then is the heart of the
“elect infant” changed? Immediately after birth? Immediately pre-
Jrous to death ? Regenerated without knowledge ! without faith ! with-
lowt repentance ! unconscinus babes regenerated! Mirabile dictu!
Havs the fabricators or advocates of this Confession ever seen a little

abe exhubit signs of “ @ change of heart 7 Was it more patient or
Sis fretful after regeveration than before 1 Did it love Ged? Was
%ither 1ts head or heart spiritually illuminated by the truth - Transub-
Stantiation, here is, if not thy sister, thy cousin german! Is not this
s old wife’s fable? There is no need for infantile regeneration such as
$tis Confession teaches—having never known either good or evil, they
$ave no sin for which to repent.—The second Adam will save them
Brom all the consequences of the sin of the first Adam; will bestow
fpon them in the resurrection all the chunge which they need to fit them
#or heavenly glory. To his name be praise forever and ever! Amen.
B Sccoxp crass, Such persons as obtain parden in this life, and die
¥ a state of justification. ‘These persons having lived to years of

flecountabibty, ¢ have all sinned and come short of the glory of God,”

3
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but have also through the redemption whicli is in Christ Jesus, obtaited
pardon.  Being therefore saved in this life from all their own ging,
there will not any thing be necessary in order to their induction inty
the eternal salvation, but that which Jesus will perform for the indin
duals of our first class. * He will chauge their vile bodies and fashio,
them like unto his gloriousbody.” ¢ That which is sown in eorrupitos
shall be raised in incorruption ; that which is sown in weakness sh)]
be raised in power ; that which is sown in dishonouy, shall be raisy
in glory ; that which is sown a natural body shall be raised a spiritud
body.” Thusthe salvation of our second class will be perfect.  Sael
in this life from the love, the practice, the state, the guilt, and the pbxr;
er of s, nothing remains in order to the completion of their salvatie
but the redemption of their bodies, by which the punishment of: th
Adamic sin will be destroyed, Then will all “who shall be worthy
—all infants and idiots, and every pardoned son of Adam, leap ssi
were into life and glory ; ascend to meet their descending Redeemer;
s and so shall they ever be with the Lord.” ¢ Thanks be to God wh
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” .

Tairp cLass. Those who live and dic in their sins. These tn,
will be saved from ¢l the cousequences of Adam’s sin! They wi
through the righteousness of Christ be made the partakers of  justf
cation unto life 3’ that is, by Christ all will be made alive;" and ¢
not saved with the eternal salvation ! Their own sins in which thg
lived and died, will destroy them forever. Yes, their own sins. Hy
ving become heirs of the first death, or death of the body, by the siy
of the first Adam, the second Adam redeems them from it. But wk
shall redeem them from the second death, of which they have rend
themselyes the lieirs ? Not one! Redeemed from all the consequ
ces of Adam’ssin, they will stand in the presence of their Judy
ashamed and confounded, covered over and polluted with their ow
sins ; hence unfit for heaven, brands for the eternal burning !  Mes!
own sios will be the only preventitives to the accomplishment of 13
versal salvation, and these it is believed, will prevent most effectu
the salvation of all who die in their sins.

From what has been advanced the reader will perceive that wea
not of the opinion that the sin of Adam made his posterity justly li
to eternal punishment. We contend, however, that the second de
is due to sinners, and will be inflicted upon them on account of thi
own sias, if 1n this life they do not obtain pardon. But the Confess
teaches, that by the *“fall” we are * justly liable to all punishments3
this world and that which is to come.”—Larger Catechism, page 1
And it tells us that the punishment of the “world to come™ is “ei
lasting separation from the comfortable presence of God, and 6
GRICVOUS torments in soul and body, without intermission in helli
forever,” This, we affitm, is a gross absurdity ! because on this }
pothesis no man can ever be punished for his own sins: ¢ Aost grv
ous terments in soul and body without intermission in hell-fire forevd
is aslarge a quantum of punishment as can within eternity be inflictd
If, therefore, this ‘“‘most grievous torment,” or highest possible de

0



THE CHRISTIAN. 183

'of punishment, is aL* 'ue on account of Adam’s siu, and men in the
future world subjected to this * torment,”” and moreover receive a due
lpunishment for their own sins, then the punishment which they will re-
eeive for their own sins will be a torment above a ¢ mosT grievous tor-
‘ment,” @ degree of punishment above the highest possible degree of
‘sunishment—a superlative above a superlative ! which is impossible.
Butat the last judgment men will be judged “ according totheir works,”
and in the punishment to follow will “receive the things done in the
jtody.”” They will neither be judged nor punished on account of
§Adam’s sin. Thus by our view of this subject we escape the mon-
$strous absurdity of supposing that either there are torments more griev-
Jous than *“mosT” grievous torments, or that men will never be punish-
#ed on account of their own sins, because through all eternity they can
jnever suffer more than the **most grievous torments” due them for the
{sn of Adam !
¢ The above absurdity is, perhaps, unsurpassed in the annals of mys-
incism and covrtradiction, except by another found in the same Confes-
sion. This Confession teaches, that God ¢ hath unchangeably foreor-
dained whatsoever comes to pass;” and that “ By an efernal” and an
¢ immutable decree, he hath chosen some men to everlasting life”’——
(Page 146. Now the absurdity is this:—saying that those persons
ho, by an ¢ eternal’ and ¢ immutable decree,” were chosen to ever-
fasting life, were by the fall, * made LzABLE to the pains of hell for-
ever.”  Certainly the * elect” were no more “Ziable to the pains of
ell,” than the ¢ unchangeable decree” was liable to be changed !!
But we must not further pursue this subject at present. A hint to the
wise is sufficient.

In connection, however, with the principles of the preceding dis-

urse, we wish to present two arguments ; one against Calvinism, and
he other against Universalism ; which will, we trust, be profitable to
the reader.

First.  Against Calvinism. Calvinists, we believe, deny that

hrist died for all men. How then, will all men, through Christ, be
raised from the dead? Is it not by virtue of certain relations which
exist between all men and the first Adam, that his oNg act of disobedi-
ence brings us to the grave 7 This, we presume, will be admitted by
wery person.  Well, if so, must not all men be related in some way
othe second Adam, in order that he by his righteousness may raise
ghem from the dead? If a relation of this kind does not exist between
Blmen and Jesus, we caunot perceive why that part who are not re-
yited to him, and for whom, consequently, he did not die, should be
2oy more affected by the death and resurrection of Jesus, than would
gankind bave been affected by the sin of Adam, bad there been no
#elation between him and his posterity.  * But now,” says Paul, ¢ hath
Mbrist risen from the dead and become the first fruits of them that
glept.”  Having “tasted death for every man," and *become a pro-
mpitiation for the sins of the whole world,” he rises the first fraits of
ghe whole harvest of the dead, and demonstrates his covenant as well
Eﬂ natural relations to sll mankind. ¥ence, «as by man came death,
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(the offence of the first man passing upon all,) 80 also by man came
the resurrection”—the righteousness of the second man coming upon
all!  As certain, then, as itis, that Adam sinned for all, and briugsall
under the dominion of death, Christ died for all, and will bring all inte
the possession of life.

Seconp. Against Universalism. 'We have seen that, in orderto
redemption from temporal death, Jesus died this death for us. We
conclude, thcrefore, that his dying a death for us, is essential to ow
redemption from it. But neither Jesus nor any other person has died
the second death for us, therefore there is no redemption from the se.,
cond deaih ! This argument appears to us conclusive against Univer-
salism : and if it is not so, it must be because redemption from the se.
cond death can be obtained more casily than redemption from the first
But as there 1s no rcason for this supposition, and as redemption from
the first death could not have becn obtained, had not Jesus first con.
quered this monster by dying and rising agaia; so neither can redewmp
tion frotn the second dcath. No person has ever risen for mankind
from the state of futuiepunishment.  All therefore, in that dircction
is dark, and gloomy, and sad, and horrible ! Those who die in their
sins, die, consequently, without a scriptural hope of salvation. 4
hope they may have, but it is like the spider’s web—it is a frail hope,
founded upon the sand. And such it should be ! Yes, if men will re
ject the great Physician; if they will dash from their lips the cup of
heaveuly medicines ; if they will not submit to be cured by the gracious
remedies of the gospel, they deserve to die without hope, and to du
eternally i .

But it just occurs to our mind, that an argument might be presented
in this place against the unbelicver. We have seen how admirably
each of the six poInTs of the gospel is adapted to the removal of each
of the six poINTs of sin. 'Was there ever a more beautiful adaptation!
Among allthe wonderful productions vf nature, are there any two things
more nicely or wisely adapted than these ?  Surely the unbeliever wl
not say that this adaptation is a work of chance ! As well might be
say, that the adaptation of the glove to the hand, oflight to the eye, of
sound to the ear, and of truth to the conscicnce, are works of chance
And as it is not a work of chance, so neither is it a work of designing
men. Men never saw sufficiently deep into human nature, never suf-
ficiently understood moral pathology, to invent a system such as the
gospel. No wisdom short of his, * who needed not that any shouli
testify to him of man, for he knew what was in man,” was adequatt
to this performance. Hence we have never heard of any system, reli-
gious nor philesophical, adapted to the physical, the intellectual, and the
moral wauts of man, as is the gospel. All human systems of religion.
are palpably defective.  But the christian religion reaches the wholt
man ; it anticipates all his wants; it cures all his maladies; and will
fit him for.the most exalted heavenly society and enjoyments. i

It cannot, however, thus affect us, unlcss we receive it in its purity’
It does not operate by a charm. We must become intelligent in it, avd
reduce it to practice, if we would become partakers of its whole effies



THE CHRISTIAN. 185

oy Tlo exert its whole divine power and influence upon -umz 1 na-
ture, it must not be mixed with the doctrines and commandments of
men. It abhors such unequal and deteriorating alliances.  The un-
mixed ** pospel is the power of God unto salvation, to every one that
believes,” and therefore if we would become the subjects of its most
powerful operations, we must submit to the unadulterated truth of
heaven, as presented by the holy apostles and prophets ; we must un-
learn our unscriptural learning; divest ourselves of our prejudices;
humble ourselves as little children ; and not only say with the lips,
#Lord what wilt thou have me to do 1" but be willing in our hearts to
do the will of God ; to submit ourselves in all things to our heavenly
Father, as he has expressed his will in his word.

This course is, to a certain extent, necessary in obtaining the cure
of a physical disease. Do we place ourselves under a physician, in
whose skill we have confidence ? Then, assuredly, e should follow
his preseription! A refusal to act in conformity to the prescription,
would betray a waut of confidence in the physician. And besides, to
call a part of the medicines prescribed unessentials, would be offering
an insult to the physician. Shall we thus insult our great spiritual
Physician  Has Jesus all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge ? is
he indued with all divine and infallible skill 7 and has he caused to be
written that merciful preseription, the gospel, for the curing of sinsick,
perishing sinners, in which has been pointed out every spiritual reme-
dy? and shall Jesus be told by a part of these sinners, that a part of
his medicines are unessential? He has prescribed Faith, Repentance,
Baptism, Pardon, the Holy Spirit, and Eternal Life ! Will the sinner
take these, as the gospel prescribes? 'Which of these will he reject as
unessential?  'Why, perhaps baptism ! often have quack doctors of hu-
man divinity called baptism an unessential!! But in whom shall we
trust? these fallible doctors, or the infallible Physician? Sinner, we
reccommend you to Jesus. 'We urge you, as you desire salvation, as
you value the immortal interests of your soul; as you dread the dis-
{pleasure of your Maker, and fear the dark and horrible pit which has
‘been appointed for those * who know unot God and obey not the gos-
pels” we urge, we entreat you by the tender mercies of the Lord, to
submit to the divine Physician as the gospel directs ! Suffer not your-
selves to be led away into error and mysticism by those bewildered men
who would persuade you that some of the divine commands are un-
essential.  Honest, these men may be! but remember, that their hon-
esty is not your saviour ! If you would be cured, you mustlook off to
Jesus, the author and finisher of the faith. You must estecm Jesus
'abfwe father and mother, above wife and children, above all carthly
;objects, or you cannot be his disciple. You must esteem all bis com-
mandments too, as of paramount importance. If you * love Jesus,”
jou will “keep his word;” you will continue in it; and you will
{*know the truth, and the truth will make you free !” :
| Now, from all the preceding premises, to what conclusiun will the
stuner arrive 7 'Will he, after ull that has been said and done by Jesus,
permit sin to be his ruin? Wil he still permit it to run its deathly

24
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course 1u his moral constitution 2 Will he permit it to reign in him and
over lim ; to be hislord and master; to benumb his faculties ; to tram-
ple upon lus conscience ; to paralyze all the better, the nobler feelings
of his heart? Mean, degraded servitude! Alas! such, we doubt not,
will be the course pursued by many. In thousands, it may be that
the disease of sin has already raged far beyond the reach of gospel
remedies ; so that ¢ the things which once belonged to their peace have
been forever hid from their eyes.” Concerning these vessels of wrath,
these heirs of destruction, we can only say in the language of Jesus,
« O that thou hadst known, even thou in this thy day, the things that'
make for thy peace.” There are others in whom the disease of sin
has not yet advanced so far. Of them there is hope. Yes, if they
will use the heavenly remedies, there is hope for them. Butif the}
refuse, if they continue longer to tamper With sin, even the gospel
may become to them *a savor of death unto death.,”” God will not,
cannot permit sinners long te insult him with impunity. It is true, he
18 mt;rciful and forbearing ; but the majesty of his government, his own
dignity, the greatest good of the universe, require that justice should
be suddenly, and in many cases awfully executed upon incorrigible
evil doers. He has sent to our perishing world a good and most gre-
cious Physician ; and through him the whole materia medica of hea-
ven. He offers to heal all our wounds, to cure all our moral maladies,
without money and without price! Will he not strike, with the burning
sword of justice, those earth-born and grovelling souls, who love dark-
ness, and sin, and pollution, and Satan, better than light, righteous-
ness, holiness, and God 7 But his favor, like dew upon the mown grass,
will descend upon the obedient! AMEN.

—D § e

[FRo3 THE CHRISTIAN BAPTIST.]

ESSAYS ON MAN IN HIS PRXliI_IT-IVE STATE, AND UNDER THE

PATRIARCHAL, JEWISH, 43D CHRISTIAN DISPENSATIONS,~—NO. VIM.
THE PATRIARCHAL AGE.~—NO. 1v.

Before the Flood an idea got abroad into the world that some animals
were clean and some unclean. Thisdistribution of ¢ birds and beasts"
was as superhuman as the ordination of sacrifice. Noah made b
selection according to it, and in the offering of sacrifices among the
Patriarchs, from Noah to Moses, respect was paid to this distinction

It is an idea which has generally obtained among the more learnet
antiquarians and which has some confirmation from ancient Scripturt
that the sacrifices of the godly were all consumed by five from heavez
—such of them, at least, as were of the burnt offering character. Hov
such an idea obtained it would be hard to tell, unless from established
fact. We do know most certainly that, in after times, some offering,
were consumed by fire from heaven. And in the time of Abrahami
appears that fire from heaven consumed some sacrifices.  AbrahsZ
presented on one altar, at one time, ¢ one heifer, a female goat; and
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a ram of threc years old, a turtle dove, and a young pigeon.” The
former were all severed, and the birds laid on entire.  After the sun
set, * a smoking furpace and a burning lamp,” or fire f-cin heaven fell
upon these carcases and consumed them. To such offerings as these
promises or covenants were usually appended. Thus after Noah had
offered a similar sacrifice, God promised a continuation of the seasons
without the intervention of a flood—and here to Abraham the promises
coucerning Canaan were confirmed.

Jacob, in confirmation of lus vow, Gen. xxxv. 14, poured oil upon
the stone which he had set up. And on another occasion “ he set up
apillar in the place where God talked with him, even a pillar of stone; and
he poured a drink offering thereon, and he poured oil thereon.” Such
were the positive acts of patriarchal worship of the sacuificial kind—
sin-offerings, thanlt-offerings, vow or dedication-offerings.

Some sorts of ablutions or washings were also practised among the
patriarchs before the Mosaic ecconomy. Jacob, in order to prepare his
family to offer sacrifice with hiin upon the altar, erected at Bethel, com-
mands them to * change their garments® and * be clean,” which, as the
most learned critics have proved, is equivalent to ** wash yourselves.”
M sorts of ancient writers, sacred and profane, viewed the deluge asa
purification, or washing, or immersion of the earth. Philo the Jew,
and Plato the Greek philosopher, give credit to thisidea. It was so
referred to by the Apostle Peter.  And it is not improbable but the ab-
lutions of the pagan world originated from this view of the deluge—
sanctioned by the practice of the patriarchs.

It would appear also that the proseucke of which we read in the
New Testament, or places of prayer built on hills or by brooks of water,
in retired situations, may be traced back as far as the time of Abraham.
{Gen. xxi. 35.) And Abraham planted a grove (or tree) in Beersheba,
and there (or under it) he called on the name of the Lord, the everlast-
ing God.” From this custom unquestionably arose the corruptions of
the pagan world in consecrating groves and high places to their gods.
Such were the teligious institutions, and such the venerable customs
of the holy men of the Patriarchal Age.

in forming a correct view of the religious character of the ancient
nations, it is necessary here to inquire how far the inhabitants of Persia,
Assyria, Arabia, Canaan and Egypt, were affected or influenced by
the religious institutions of this period: for these were the first nations
whose institutions gave a character to all the nations of the world.

Abraham was the son of Shem by Arphaxad. The Persians were
ithe discendants of Shem by Elam. The common parentage of Abra-
'bam and the Persians laid a foundation for some similarity in their re-
ligion.  Abraham’s ancestors dwelt in Chaldea, and at the time that
God signalized Abraham, the Chaldeans began to apostatize from the
service of the true God. Hence the expulsion of Abraham from among
tem. But Dr, Hyde and the most learned antiquarians presented do-
[fumental proofthat the Persians retained the true history of the Crea-
‘ton and the Antediluvian Age ; and so attached werc the Persiaus to
the religion of Abraham, that the Sacred book which contained therr re-
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ligion is called Soki Ibrahim, i. c. the Book of Abraham. For a con-
siderable time afier Abraham’s day they worshipped the God of Shem,
for they did not hnow all the special communications to Abraham.

The Arabians, down to the time of Jethro, retained the knowledge of
the true God. How lung after we are not infurmed; but their religious
institutions, as far as we have account, differed little from those prac.
tised by Abraham, with the exception of circumcision.

The Canaanites themselves, in Abraliam’s time, had not apostatized
wholly from the religion of Shem. The hing of Salem was priest of
the most high God ; and daring Abraham’s sojourning among them,
they treated him with all respect as a prophet of the true God.

Even amongst the Philistines at, Gerar, Abraham found a good and
virtuous king, favored with the admonitions of the Almighty. Thishe
Little expected, for he was s0 prejudiced against those people, that, on
cntering their metropolis, he said, * Surely the fear of God is not in
this place.” But he was happily disappointed. For Abimelech, in
bis appeal to Heaven, says, * Lord, will you slay a virtuous natior ?”
And the Lord did not deny his plea, but heard and answered his re-
quest.  Therc appears in the whole narrative no difference in the reli-
gious views or practice between Abraham and Abimelech the king of
the nation.

The Egyptians, too, in the ti.ne of Abraham, were worshippers of
the true God.  In Upper Egypt they refused, as Plutarch informs us,
to pay any taxes for the support of the idolatrous worship ; asserting
that they owned no mortal, dead or alive, to be a God. The incorrup-
tible and eternal God they called Creph, who they affirmed had no be-
ginning, and never should have an end. In the first advances to my
thology in Egypt, they representcd God by the figure of a serpent, with-
the hicad of a hawk in the middle of a circle.  We find no misunder-
standings nur difference between Pharoah and Abraham, when the
latter went down into Egypt.  Indeed, with the exception of the
Chaldeans, who were the oldest nation, and the first to introduce idol
or imags worship, we find a very general agreement in all the ancient
nations respecting religious views and practice.  And the only defec-
ion from the religion of Noah and Shem which we meet with in all
antiquity, was that of the Chaldeans.

All the religious rites and usages of the Pagan nations down to the
time of Homer, and still later, were very similar to the patriarchal in-
stitutions. They offered cxpiatory sacrifices, deprecativns, vows, and
ablutions ; had altars, priests, and sacred groves; and made the same
distinctions between clean and unclean victims. Homer talks of  he-
catombs of bulls and goats,” * lambs and goats without blemish.” And
not only the Greek, but the Roman poets, speak of the ablutions, pw
rifications, and sacrifices of ancient tiraes, in such a way as to leave o’
doubgt but that they all came from the same origin.
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[ror THE cHRISTIAN.]
WHAT IS THE DESIGN OF BAPTISM.-—No. 2.
BY VERITAS.

Tu reply to “ L. B’s.” remarks X am not clear 1 ultoiether understana him, he is
somewhat obscure as regards s creed ; _however, Ishall reply to only one or two
remarks which will serve my purpose. Heo says—*'Na ,!"nend Verites, I must prove
to thee, that so far from the baptism of the Hely Spirit being promised at the second
comng of Christ, it did not even follow Baptism 1n water under the Christian Insti-
tntion, but did precede it, for no one soul was baptised in the name of Jesus, until
the baptism of the Holy Ghost was performed.” Now hear him, my readers, and let
s see svhat is eaid in Acts, v, 15, 16, and 17th verses «—*Who, when they were
lcome down (Peter and John) prayed for them that they might receive the Holy
|Ghost, for as yet ho had fallen on none of them, only they were baptised in the name
ofthe Lord Jesus. Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy
Holy Ghost.” Now here 1s 2 flat contradiction to this assertion. Read also Acts, xix.
1-6'; here again, about twelve were baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus previous
to being gifted with the Holy Ghost, and yet these had beenbaptised in J’ohn's%aptlsm,
endently proving that John's Bapusm was done away with, or why baptise them
agsin—and according to L. B's. creed, if the gift of the Holy Ghost precedes baptism
by water, we have only to wait for that gift before being baptised in the name of the
oy Ghost. There is a difference between being baptised in the name of a
Kibinz, and veceiving it, the promise 15 one thing, the gift another. The one there-
Bfore is received as a pledge of the other, but it must be received in faith, or it is of no
Ravatl, for all the promises 1 the Bible were obtained through faith, for those who re-
feerved the gift, receivedit through faith before baptism; but surely no man will come
fiorward and say he has received the Holy Ghost by baptism. These received it by
fobedience, for it is not the form that 13 made common among men, that brings the
gSpirit of Christ into the heart ; it 1s faith in believing and obedicnce to the word of
BGod that brings the promises throughout the Bible.
B As for being buried in water, this is a far-fetched idea. I wonder where L. B. met
§ith it in seripture, perhaps he will point 1t out to us. I suppose next we shall hear
fbeing buned in fire, the one is as plausible as the other.—See Matt. iii. 11.
R It1s to be observed—I did not intend to say the baptism of the Holy Ghost, but the
11t of the Holy Glost abiding with us forever, and bringing all things to our remem-
Brince. 1 again repeat, that baptism by water, in the name of the Father, Son, and
Boly Ghost, was a saving grace, and is to be recerved 1n faith as a ‘fledge for the gift
Fhen our Saviour thinks fit to send it—when we shall be redeemed frem sin, for we
st all be born again, that is, of the Spirit. Ithink fiend L. B that you stand most
0 veed of the advice you have given me at the end of your remarks.

8 &7 L. Bs. strictures will appear in our next.—Enp.

———— e ——

B Brotzer EaTon—In perusing the sixth number of the Christian, I fixed my atten.
Eon on o report published on the last page, viz. that the * Christian Band,” or “ Free-
pVil! Bapusts” of this Province, during the last session of their Conference, voted that
Erother George Garraty shall not occupy their Meeting Houses. Rgeason, “ Brother
Rammaty preac%es the ancient Gospel.” [have notonly been credibly informed by one
§/tharr own fraternity that such an act does actually stand recorded in the Statute
Baock of the Great—Great—Great Grand-daughter, but exﬁerience has also taught me
$atsuch an act 18 now in force. 'While on a tour up the River SaintJohn November
st committing the aforesaid “crime,” (viz. preaching the Ancient Gospel) and also
frdeavoring to extend the circulation of the Christian; two days previous to my ar-
§72! n the Pansh of Wakefield, I sent on an appointment te proclaim the gospel iz
P2 supposed free meeting house on "Thursday evenng following. I arrived at Bro-

er G.%oyer’s in the afternoon.  Brother B. was not at home, but his consort hos-
bbly entertained me. After I had refreshed myself, I made enquiry of her concern-
gtmy appointment.  She informed mo that it had arrived there, ‘and as far as she
few, it was the expectation of the people to meet accordingly. I then retired to my
e with meditation and prayer, to be pre(fnred for the services of the evening.
2talas’ my expectations were soon blasted; for e little previous to the Sun’s hi-
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ding humself from oa view, one of tho Jeaders of the socict, , a very {pretended) ap;
ruual mipn (Ezekiel Sipporoy; darkened the door ol cho dwelling  After seating him
sclf by tho fire, he turned to mo with tho following question. “Have you con
sulted tho Trustees whethior you shall go unto the Mcehnﬁ House to-night or not*”
1 rophed, - I seo no necessity for such consultation.” I being perfectly acquainted
with the conditions on which that kouse was built, as well oa all others belenging &
the same sact,—built by tho public, Iwasnot aware that thro would be the least ob
jecuon—not yei l\nowin;} that tho aforesaid act was passed, or that they had gots
far 1ato<he spira of the Old Lady.) I appeinted the mccting without consalting any
person. He then furbade me enteriog the meeting hoaso. 1 then, in a very friendly
manuer, reguesied the reason. 1ashed huu . my mora! character would not bear in
specuon! He sud hodid nut know but that it wasas good as sny man's in the world
*Vhat then can bo the cause, seeng it is not my moral charaeter , as to my views
of the Chrsnan Religwn, you hnow nothing , not having heard them for somo yeam
He sad 1t was neaher of them, but an expression I made usc of in re(i:u'd to the con
duct of the General Confercnce towards myself, vie. © That their [the Preachers] cor
duct [towards me] was no better than popery.” Ltold him I'said it, I had reasont
say &, and could pryse t—(which I shall dv, Broher Eaton, at aaother time, the Lord
wilitg , and I am thankful to the Father of Mercics, that there is one religrous paper
in these Provinces, that wll give every inyured mun an «mpartia] hearung,) there wern
many other tungs pm;sed between as, but when I found Lis dctermination to clos
doors agamst me, it beng then too late to appuint a meeting elsewhere, ¥ asked hin,
* shonld I appemia meeung in the neghbvarhvud, “onli juu be one that would
coms and give mc a candid hearng 1™ He assured me positively that he would not,
but yet condemned me. Now considening that the Suicrcilluus Jews, the idolatrons
Genules gave Paul a hearing befure they cundemned him, T nuw wish most respect
fully 10 call the aucnuun of e ntelligent commuanty, if they thik it was the spirt
and nund that was 1o Cheist Yesus, that this  spiniaal™ brother has exhibited to s
cure the safety of his Church from supposed error, viz. the Ancient &ospel.
GEORGE GARRATY.
[ .

Brotacs Jors Dorie spent a week with us in Saint John the latter part of No
vember. His effuris fur the dissemination of the Apostolic Gespel were duly appre
cated by the bruthotiud, and were lisivned to by a respectabie aamber of our cit
zens with profuund auenton. He departed for his residence in Nova Scotia, by the
way of Sussex Valo, va.sying with hun the prayers and best wishes of all who becams
acquanted with Jun during his ohort stay.  He spent two weeks in the upper partof
Sussex, where he bapuzcd sue, and constituted a congregation of the Lord (num
bermng fourween ), on the foaudation of the Apustles and” Prophets, Jesus Christ, the
chief corner. May the httle one become a thousand {—Ep.

[N S,
NEWS FROM BRITAIN.

LincoLs, anp T4E DiscirLes’ wisit 1o 1t.—The ancient city of Lincoln contains
from wmeive 10 thirteen thousand inhahutans, and is wost beautifully situated on ths
nver Witham, n the western pait of the country, of which it is the metropolis Be
sides monasteries, nunnences, aud viuet «difices for pivas uses, Lincoln formery had,
fifty charches, eleven only, eacluaivc of the cathedral, now rcmam,~—most of which
are richly endowed.  Although Jie dffereut sects and parties, pious and profans,
which have cutue fu.iu ftvw dns Cowinumity have rubbed a numnber of these churches
of their Wutshipping wsseuiblics, sull they aic penwitied v cast, situply because of
the ﬁauonagc and ;niluence diey offord w the clergy.  We subjyuin the following re
mark, as 1t appeared in the Stawford Mercury”™ of November 23, 1838, «Ifth
real valae of the Picbeads was tld, aud the amvuut of fines on lease-renewals wa
. taken for o peswd of foarieen yeors sswad of three, the actual yearly produce of ¢
splendud funds deased by Caiholic piety for the support of Caihiokd worshsp inLi
coln, aficr ali the robbenics whieh Heidy the Eighih and some of his ghostly sncces
cessurs have cumuaied, would, we duabenoy, Le found wo reach fifiy thousa; !
—the interest, at five per cent. of one million sterling !

The cuty is under the governmeni of a mayer and corporation, which, since &
passiog of tae reform tuls, have become comparatively Liberal in their sentinwnts
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politics; still itis tho scat of clerical domination, both episcopal and sectarian, and,
as1s the case in almost all other parts of England, woo awaits the man who shal} thunk
and speak differently from the sect to which he belongs.

A fow intelligent individuals from among the Particular Baptists have, for somo
time past, been desirous of seing somsthing 1n existenco 1 the religious werld, moro
w accordance with what they deem the spint and practice of the primitive disciples
of our Lord. Under these circumstances, the “ Christan Mesvenger and Refermer”
was unexpectedly put into thewr hands; after the reading of whieh, a correspondenco
was opened between them and the disciples at Newark and Notungham, which issued

' an invitation to hold gsguhhc meeting 1n their city assoon as possible: consequent-
ly, Monday, July 29, 1839, was fixed ypon for whis purpose. = On the 23d, ths fol-
lowing printed notice was circulated through tho town:

“ By permission of the worshipful the Mayor. At the Guild-hall, on Monday, the
29th mstant, at soven o'clock in the evemng, Mr. Walks and friends from Nottingham
will dehver addresses on the primutzve gospel and order of worship, to which the atten-
ton of the public 13 respectfully soheited.”

Although the weather proved very unfavoursble, the meeting was well attended.
Seven or eight individuals came upiwards of twenty miles to hear this new doctrine

| (s0 called), althogh 1t 19, intrath, as ancient as thoe apostles.
: " After the addresses, many objections were proposed, and answered.

A public meeting, for the third time, was, on the 26th of August, convened in the
Gmlg-Haﬂ, in the aity of Lincoln.  The design of this meeting was well expressed
by the following notice, printed and circulated through the eity a few days before the
ume of asserabliug: ** By permission of the worshipful the Mayor  The friends of
reform are respectfully solicited to attend at the Guild-Hall, on Monday, the 26th
utant, at seven o’clock in the evenwg, when M. J. Wallis, from Nottingham, and
other friends, will deliver addresses n the Ancient Gospel and Apostolic Order of
Worship.

u TheP reform contended for regards not things temporal but eternal—freedom from

the EONDAGE OF SYSTEMS to the unshackled investigation of God's Holy Word :—the
mura—the wHOLE TRUTH~and NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH."
i The Hall was crowded to excess, and the meeting continued with great spirit and
‘mterest for four hours suecessively. The sentiments advocated by the brethren were
‘srongly opposed by all classes of professors. Pious and profane lifted up their voices
aguust the true sayings of Jesus, as delivered to the world by his holy apostles. Not-
mibstanding this opposition, eight or nine individuals have since publicly renounced
their former seclarianism, been baptized into Jesus for the remission of sins, and
azreed to meet on every firss day of the week to obey Him in all things pointed out
i the New Testament, and evidently practised by the first christians. May they hold
fast the trath till He come!

On the succeeding day, a public meeting was held in Horncastle, twenty one miles
distant from London. This meeting was not without its effects.  On Lord’s Day,
September 15th, four individuals, three males and one female, were baptized into
Jesus, and united together on the true foundation, as brethrenin the Lord. ~ On Mon-
day the 16th, a second public raecting was conver=d in the same place ; at the close
of which, three intelligent persons arose, confessed the faith, and demanded baptism
mio Jesus for the remission of all past sins, which took place the following day in the
nver Bayne.  There are now, we believe, nine ndividnals in Horneastle, who are
nntedly engaged in bearing testmony to the true doctrine of remission of sins, anda
glonous resurrection from the dead when the Lord shall yeturn.

Gourspy.—On Tuesday the 17th, the brethren were invited to hold a pubhe meet-
g 1n the Baptist Chapel at the village of Goulsby, about seven miles from Hom.
tesile.  Here the worthy pastor, who hud attended the meetings at Homcastle, and
bue flack, assembled wn[‘; one acedrd, and were, as far as we conld learn, much gra-
tfied with the sentiments mtroduced to their nu..ce. ®Hutherto, the pastor of this con-
fregauon is the only one we have met with, who is prepared to inquirs into, and plead

o7, such a reform n the theory and practices of the disciples of Jesus as will find 2
counter part 1n the New Testament. Perhaps this state of nnd arises from tho fact
132t our brother does not depend upon the brethren for his daly bread, bat hke bro.
ter Paul of old, Iahours with lus 0wn hands for the supply of his own necegsities and
%oso of us famuly, and that he may have to give to him that needeth, remembenng
1 words of the {ord Jesus, how fie said 1% 13 more blemed to give thanto recewve.”
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Atthis meeting, the leading man of the v.lage from amongst the Methodists, came.
to oppose and ask questivns. The candid manner in which these questions were pre..
sented, and the repi:cs givgn, we have reason to believe sroved much to the edifics
tion and sat.sfacuon of all parties.  One poor woman said that the doctring.of rébuiy
sion of sins, as given to the world by ihe apestles, isso simple, and apprepriate td.of
condition, thatthe people, while so full of themselves, cannot discover it.

The fullowing evening, Wednesday i2th, a third public meeting was held in Hom
castle. Aand as it had been carreatly reported during the day that the Baptist; Inde.
pendent, aud Methodist ministers were to cvine and publicly set tlunis straight, i
tofereuce o the awfal errors intruduced amongst them, a large assembly convenss:
togetuct to witness how matters would end, but, alas, for society, these infallibia do.
fenders of the faith, the clergg', did not make their appearance.” At this the-peoph’
were much disappeinted, and some ol them will pot in future place confidench i,
these spiritual guides and professed defenders of truth. 3

Ons'Fhursday the 19th, we returned home much gratified with the visit, and fulfy.

ersuaded that in the county of Lincoln there is a fine opening for an evangelit
The harvest is ripe, the labuvurers are few. Pray ye therefure the Lord of the harfed:
to send foxth reapers to reap it. R

Norrixeaau.—The brethren in Nottingham are progressing, we trust, in kuow
ledge, puruy, and love, as well as in the gradual accessions to their nambers, Sing
vur August namber was issued, mne mwales and ten females have been added by o
fession and inmersion.  Withia the Jast month, the congregation has removed
more commodivits hoase .n which to hold their public meetings. —Chris Mess. &

————

CornwaLtis, November 22,1830.—Mr. Editor,—In reading your 4th Number;
page, I find a reference made to Mr. Carson, in support of Immersion, as the only:
<ceptable mude of Baptism, or 1n other words that baptizo means tv immerse, and,nek
ing bat mmmerse. Aud there atated that he challenges the whole literary world to pr
duce a single insiance from all the Greek authors, in which the terns is used in &y
other sense. Now, Mr. Ed.ter, will you have the kindness 0 name such Lexicoge
phers as give the definitivn of daptize, w mean exclusively immerse, that such.of yor
readors as are not favored with a Greek Lexicun, may at least know the amountdf
authority on whichthey rest. Insodoing, you w:ll inuch oblige the enquirer, &¢.

Syrvaxes.

[We purposed a particular notice of th:s letter in the present Number, but wehan
not room. W ehave asenics of articleson the * mode ™ of Baptism, m embryo, whid
shall be seen not many days hence, the Lord willing. In the mean time, bowen,
will * Syhanus,” or any other person refer us to the Lexicon or author who gir
Zapto or baptizo any other rendering than dip or its cquivalent? WWas there evers
man kiving who translated bapto or baptizo, by pour or sprinkle 7—En.

0 CLERGYMEN, TEACHERS OF SABBATH SCHOOLS asp BIBIE
CLASSES, STUDENTS, axp HEADS OF FAMILIES.—The Publishero
1he Bae1ist Apvucatk respectfully informs the Clinstian public, thal Le has madess
rangeents for pablishaig, cvery week, in the above paper, (to commence withi
firstnamber in Janaary, 1340. ; ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE BIBLE, consistingo
Views of the most remarhable places and ebjects mentioned in the Old and New Tér,
taments , also, Views of ihe prinupal Missionary Stauons throaghout the world—e#
araved by the first artists 1o the Tnuted States, aficr onginal sketches taken on thespi
by Laborde, Forban, Muricr, Le Bruyn, Ker Porter, McFarlane, and others. -
Apvocatk is published eivery Saturday, ai No. 122 Nassau Street, New York ¢
Terms, $2.50 per annum, v avvascs. Persans acting s Agents, and Postmastess.
are allowed fifty cents commisowa fur every subscniber they obtawn, aud from whet
we feceive a year's subscription—they remitting iwo du{lars for each subscrie
with the name and post oifice address. N
The paper is established un & permanent basis—bewg sustaned by an Associator
witha Capital Stock of £10,000. .
All letters must come frec of postage, or they will notbe token from the office. E¥
mittances muay b. made at our ek, disoagh the Postmasters, whu are authorized#
enclose sad remit payments for pertodicals, frec of expense. '

ROBERT SEARS, Pustisazs



