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Nothing like it ever given.
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Practical and thorough. Five complete courses, Many

tes occupying important places as book-keepers
rthand reporters,

hoard, room, tuition, electric light, use of
 baths, il bt books and laundry, ete., for
rate. Special reduction
T L0 two or more entering at the same time
from same family or place. A specialist in Book-keeping,
who is also an expert penman, and a specialist in Short.
hand in constant attendance. The teachers in the literary

department also assist in the work. The high character
of the Colle.e is a guarantee of thoroughne
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Loading Consdlan
College
FOR YOUNG LADIES
ST. THOMAS, ONT.
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Rev. Robert I. Wlmzr. M.A. Principal
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COFFEE ESSENCE

makes delicious coffee in a moment. No trouble,
no waste. In small and large bottles, from all
Grocers.

GUARANTEED PURE. 100

TIME'LY TREATISE

The Ethical Outlook

++.OF THE...

CURRENT DRAMA

BY REV. J. C. SPEE

A paper read hefore the Toronto

Ministerial Association.

Price, 10 cents net, postpaid

In this useful and timely essay, Dr. 8

history of the Drama from its e
ception 500 years B.C., and discusses its influenc

and ethical character. ' For the preparation of the

paper he read all the literature on the sabject avail-

he quotes freely to substanti te his points.

sklet, will be found esceedingly useful by those

who seek to show the pernicious influences of the

present.day theatre,

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
29-33 Richmond 81. West, - TORONTO
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A Thankful People.

A Chicago paper says the following
curious announcement was recently made
in a suburban church: “This evening
the Rev. Mr. Smith will preach his fare-
well sermon, and the choir will render
a thanksgiving specially composed for
the occaslon.”

No Rival.

That was a very pointed and possibly a
very wholesome bit of sarcasm hen a
gentleman turned on a coxcomb, who had

been making himself offensive, and said,
“8ir, you ought to be the happiest man
in the world. You are in love with
yourself, and you have no rival.”

An Oblging Lawyer.

A lawyer residing in the north of Eng-
land, and noted for his laconic style of
expression, sent the following terse and
witty note to a refractory client, who
would not succumb to his reiterated de-
mands for the payment of his bill:

“ 8ir, if you pay the inclosed, you will
oblige me. If you do not, I shall oblige
you.”

An Oppor.uni y.

“ Supposing 1 give you your supper,”
said the tired-looking woman, * what
will you do to earn it?” * Madam,”
Meandering Mike,
portunity of seein’ a man go t'roo a
whole meal wit'out findin' fault wit' a
single t'ing.” The woman thought a
minute, and then told him to come in
and she'd set the table.

Hard to Turn,

In his fraternal address to the Pres-
byterian General Assembly of the United
States, a few days ago, Rev.
called their attention to the following
prayer, said to have been offered by a
Presbyterian minister : “ Grant that I
may be always right, for thou knowest
I am hard to turn.”
need to offer the same petition.

He Watched Them.

Mrs. Eugene Field once asked her hus-
band to watch some ples for her for a min-
ute, On returning, she was surprised to
find the oven door wide open and the mer-
ingue flat. “ They're ruined !" she ex-
claimed in dismay. ‘ Why didn’t you
keep the oven door shut?’ “ Keep the
door shut ! Mr. Field repeated, in very
genuine amazement. ‘“ Why, you told
me to watch them every instant; and
I'd like to know how I could do that
with the oven door shut !"

Pay As Yos Gu.

Remember poor Richard’s words of
wisdom, * Better to bed supperless than
to rise in debt.” tat off porcelain till
you can pay for Haviland. Let it be
potato soup till you can afford green
turtle. Drink water till you can pay
cash for milk. The curse of America is
the craze of young business men with
meagre incomes trying to live like mil-
lionaires. They do it by letting their
butcher pay for their meat, their dairy-
man pay for their milk, their groceryman
pay for their groceries, and the preachers
for their religion, They are known
every ‘here as *“ deadbeats” He who
piles up debts for living expenses piles
up for himself death. Consumption at-
tacks the lungs, gout the feet, fever the
head, ague the body;
like a thousand serpents, stingeth like a
myriad of adders.—Christian Uplook.

sald |
“1'll give you de op- |

Dr, Buckley |

Some Methodists

but debt biteth |
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THE MANUFACTURERS
LIFE
| | INSURANCE COMPANY

(Formerly the Manufacturcrs Life
and Tempera: ce nd Genersl u/.
Insurance Companies) :

Has proved by its Annual Report
for rgor1 that it is to-day one of the

strongest life companies doing busi-
Canada. Every
policy is issued at

ness in modern

torm  of the
lowest rates consistent with

Positive Protection to Policy-
Holders,
BUSINETS

Worce $27,000,000.00

Special Terms to Total Abstainers

HON.G. W. ROSS, President.
J. F. JUNKIN, Managing Director.

Head Office ! TORONTO.

A GRAND TEMPERANCE S8TORY
e

The Cry of the
Two-Thirds

BY 8. R. GRAMAM-CLARK.

A Great Story with a Great Purpose.

The Christian Endeavor World says—

“The dramatic interest is intense. There
are word-pictures that will blaze their way
into the human conscience as the bhranding
iron goes into the flesh,

** While the story grapples with the most
gigantic problem of the century, it is far
| from being a sombre book. The skill and

charm that have made the author's former

works popular, are strongly in evidence in
| this one. There are touches of child-life
that melt the hoart with delicious enjoy-
ment. There are exhibitions of young
manhood grand enough in their unconscious
strength to make heroes bow to them."

A book for every family and cvery member
of the family. As fascinating as it is powerful.
Will be read and re-read, and shapo character
and conduct for life.

Cloth, $1.25 net, postpald,
—————

WILLIAM BRIGGS
Methodist Book and Publishing House,
Toronto
C. W. COATES S. F. HUESTIS

HALIFAX
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OPPORTUNITY.
Master of human destinies am I,—
Fame, love and fortune on my footsteps

wait.
Cities and fields I walk. I penetrate
Deserts and seas remote. And passing by
Hovel and mart and palace, soon or late
1 knock, unbidden, once, at every gate.
If sleeping, wake ; if feasting, rise before
1 turn away ; it is the hour of fate,
And those who follow me reach every
state
Mortals desire, and conquer every foe
Save death; but those who doubt or
hesitate,
Oondemned to failure, penury and woe,
Seek me in vain, and uselessly implore.
1 answer not, and I return no more.
— Ex-Senator Ingalls.

Our Southern Brethren. — The
General Conference of the M. E. Church
South, elected two new bishops, Rev.
E. E. Hoss, D.D, and Rev. A. Coke
Smith, D.D. They are good men and
will fill the important position creditably.
We are pleased to see that our confrere,
Rev. Dr. Du Bose, has been re-elected
as General Secretary of the Epworth
League,

L]

An Awfu! Disaster.— For those who
laugh at the idea of Sodom and Gomorrah
being overwhelmed by fire and brimstone,
there is something to think about in
the destruction which came upon St.
Pierre through the eruption of Mount
Pelee recently. No one is, however,
justified in concluding that this awful
disaster was a judgment of God on
account of the wickedness of the people.
Such an explanation is scarcely in har-
mony with the fact that good and bad
perished together, and thg only survivor
was a murderer who was protected by
his cell.

L

From Literature to the Gospel.—A
college Professor tells of a club of women
in Chicago, posed of P

teaching in the Sunday-school. Tt often
happens that young people can be inter-
ested in the lit-rary study of the Bible
who would decidedly object to start in
with its devotional study.

by

Peace In South Africa. It was
welcome tidings, indeed, that flashed
over the wires, early in the past month,
announcing that peace had been declared
in South Africa. No wonder that the
bells rang and the whistles screamed. Tt
we s particularly gratifying that the war
was ended before Coronation Day, There
will be some difficult problems to settle
yet in South Africa, but it is to be hoped
that the Boers will general'y accept the
situation, and Dutch and English dwell
together as happily as French and Eng-
lish have done in Canada.

M

A Canadian Hero. That was a
noble letter which Private Evans, the
hero of the Hart's River fight, sent to
his parents shortly before his death.
Speaking for himself and his brother, he
writes : “ Before this reaches you we will
probably be after Dewet. We can only
hope for a safe and victorious trip. Many
a good man has died for the old flag, and
why should not 11 If parents had not
given their sons, and sons had not given
themselves for the British Empire, it
would not to-day be the proud dictator
of the world. So if one or Loth of us
should die there will be no vain regrets,
for we will have done what thousands
have done before us—given our lives for
a good cause.” Tt is gratifying to learn
that he had for years béen a devoted
Christian. For him death had no sting
and neither the grave nor the Boeis could
boast a victory.

d

Wesleyan Gains.—The Wesleyans
have gained in England within the year
just ended 8,136 members. Their mem-
bership now enrolls 463,118, The gain
is the largest that has been reported
since 1883, and would seem to show a

Catholics, Jewesses, agnostics, secularists
—all stripes of faith and no faith—who,
after exhausting Browning, Tennyson,
Thsen, and everybody else, invited him
to take them through some books of the
Bible in a literary, but not a religious
way. He commenced with Job and
Ecclesiastes, and they were greatly at-
tracted by them. The next year he took
up with them the Prophets; the third,
the Acts of the Apostles; and, in the
fourth, introduced this wixed club, now
thoroughly interested, to the Gospels.
Some were religiously aroused, some had
taken to reading the Bible in private and
devotionally, and others had gone to

dency in the direction of i g
ecclesiastical prosperity. In addition
there are on trial 33,706, and besides
there are scores of thousands who are
communicants, but who fail to comply
with the class-meeting test, and therefore
are not reported as full members. Among
these are some of the most faithful and
generous supporters of British Methodism.
In the Junior Society classes there are
organized 86,560 young peovle.

P
Christian Science.—The Christian
Advocate, New York, in reporting the
happy results of a remarkable case of
surgery in the restoration of the patient,

coneludes thus : * The anti-medicine faith
healers, the Christian Sc.entists, and the
other despisers of the gifts of God to man
for self-protection and reparation could
have made nothing of this.” To which
an exchange responds : “ You are wrong,
doctor, entirely wrong. They could have
made something most solemn and impres-
sive of it—a funeral.”

L

Japan to the Front.—Japan, though
50 young & member of the family of civil-
ized nations, is at the front in some
things. April 1, 1900, a law was put
into effect prohibiting any boy or girl
under twenty years of age from using
tobacco in any form, with a penalty on
the consenting parents, and also a penalty
ten times as large on the man or woman
who sells the tobacco to such boys or
girls. Sinca the promulgation of this
law, the Minister of Education has issued
orders that all students in the schools of
elementary or middle grade are forbidden
to use it in any form, regardless of age.
1f a student in the middle grade should
be fifty years old he is prohibited.

H

A Costly Experiment.—One lesson
in the school of experience, where tvition
comes so high at times, has made an
unwilling convert to vaccination of a
Massachusetts physician, Dr. Immanuel
Pieiffer. Until a few days ago he opposed
vaccination with all the force of a stren-
uous nature, achieving notoriety by his
published articles and his passionate har-
angues, in which he repeatedly declared
smallpox could not come to one in as good
health as he was. He was an anti-vac-
cinationist clear to his finger tips. So
strong was his conclusion on this matter
that he went unvaccinated to the small-
pox hospital on Gallop’s Tsland, in Boston
Harbor, circulated freely among the pa-
tients, and, to thoroughly prove his theory,
stooped over one of them and inhaled his
breath. Now he has the smallpox in its
most virulent form ; but he is sane enough
to declare that, after all, he was mistaken.
The lesson of his confession and his expe-
rience is strangely emphasized by the fact
that not one of the doctors and nurses
who have been attending patients on
Gallop’s Island steadily for six months
past has contracted the disease—all of
them having been vaccinated.

kg

Half a Century Old.—The Nosth-
western Christian Advocate of Chicago,
one of our most valued exchanges, pub-
lishes a special illustrated number to
celebrate its semi centennial. The North-
western is one of the best family religious
papers we know of, and deserves all the
success it has achieved,
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THE CORONATION.

HE great event during the past
month was the Coronation, which
took place in Westminster Abbe

on June 26th, It was purely a cere-
monial affair, and did not add one iota to
the power or dignity of the King At
the same time it was

WESTMINSTER ABBEY FROM THE
ORGAN LOFT.

BY T

MTOR.

ESTMINSTER Abbey has been
prominently before the public dur-

ing the past month on eeccount

regarded with great in
terest all over the world,
and those who were
able to be in London
at the time considered
themselves fortunate,
although to the major-
ity there was nothing

to be seen bu!, the street

cession and decc

ns

No one need grudge
the King the glory of
this great occasion, for
he paid for it dearly
enough. It is said that
Lis personal expenses
amounted to at least a
million dollars, while
the cost to the govern-
ment was about the
same sum.

The ceremonies of the
Coronation nea
came from the middle
ages and are all of them
symbolic acts. Even
the costumes meant
something

The Coronation chair is of plain oak,
with a step carved on the sides with the
Lions of England —symbolizing strength,
majesty ard endurance. Under the seat,
on a sort of shelf, is the Coronation stone,
ght from Scone by Edward I. The
is probably part of the great stone
chair in which every Scottish sovereign
sat to be crowned, and has most marvel
lous legends and virtues ascribed to it
The most astonishing of all is that which
eredits it with being the stone on which
Jacob pillowed his head when he “saw
the angels ascending and descending "
from the heavens

Every English sovereign since Edward
I. has been crowned in that chair, and
woe betide the monarch who dares break
the rule! The superstition is that it
must never leave England, nor be set
aside for another Coronation chair, or all
sorts of ill luck will follow.

King Edward VII. commences his
reign under the most happy auspices, and
from every part of the great British
Empire his subjects will enthusiastically
sing, “God save the King” If he
“walks in the footsteps of his illustrious
mother,” his career will be memorable in
the annals of English history.

Canada was ably represented at the
Coronation by Sir Wilfrid Laurier,
Premier of the Dominion; Hon. G, W,
Ross, Premier of Ontario, as well as by a
number of other dignitaries, and a con
tingent of Canadian soldiers,

[Since the above was put in type the news
has come that the Coronation has been post
poned on account of the serious illness of the
l\‘mg Scar any event could have hap-
pe that would draw forth more sincere
expressions of regret, The King will have the
sympathy of his subjects everywhere, who will
earnestly pray for his recovery. |

* 26th.

WESTMINSTER ABBEY.

of the magnificent coronation ceremonies
which were held within its walls on June
It is the most celebrated church
in England, for, although there are larger
an | perhaps more beautiful ecclesiastical

THE CORONATION CHAIR.

edifices, there are none so full of interest
as this historic structure, around which
80 many memories cluster.

It is no part of my purpose to give any
description of the Abbey, as this is an oft

Joy, 1902--4

told tale, but simply to write a brief ac-
count of a personal experience, somewhat
unusual.

A letter of introduction is a very ne-
cessary preliminary to becoming ac-
quainted with the professional or com-
mercial Englishman,  John Bull isalittle
suspicious toward strangers; he has no
time to spend with people he knows
nothing of, and sometimes shows them
scant courtesy, thus gaining the reputa-
tion of brusqueness and inhospitality.
When, however, the stranger is properly
introduced by one whom the Englishman
knows and respects, he is wonderfully
courteous and attentive,

During a visit to London a few years
ago, I was fortunate in taking with me a
letter of introduction from Dr. F. H.
Torrington, of Toronto, to Dr. Bridge,
organist and choirmaster of Westminster
Abbey. Since that time he has been
knighted, and is now known as “Sir
derick Bridge.” One Saturday after-
noon I called upon the distinguished
musician in his chambers at the Abbey,
and was received very cordially. He
seems a4 young man to occupy such a
prominent position, but almost his whole
life has been given to music, and he is
now probably the best known organist
and conductor in England. The great
choruses at Albert Hall are usually
under his direction.

When I rose to leave, after a delightful
conversation on musical matters, Dr,
Bridge sai You will probably want
to attend service in the Abbey while in
London. Here is my card ; it may be of
some use to you.” 1 thanked him, and
put the card in my pocket, not thinking
that it would prove of any service.

On the following afternoon I went to
Westminster Abbey, in company
with several other Canadians, The
portion of the building set apart for
public worship was crowded, and we
found that “standing room only”
was the best accommodation to be
secured. Even this was a long way
from the minister and choir. As
Archdeacon Farrar was to be the
preacher of the day, we were greatly
disappointed that we could not get
within sound of his voice, All at
once I thought of Dr. Bridge's card,
which was reposing snugly in my
pocket, and determined to test its
effectiveness. Going to the front
entrance, between the great towers,
a door was opened. It was guarded
by a sombre looking verger in a long
black gown.

“You can't come in here,” said
he ; “this door is only for the use of
the clergy and the choi

“1 was aware of that,” was the
ly, “but I have Dr. Bridge's
card.

A change came over the solemn
features of the doorkeeper in an
instant.  “Why,” he exclaimed,
“that makes all the difference in the
world.  Come right in, Here
is Dr. Bridge now.”

The doctor shook hands with me
heartily, and then asked the welcome
question : * Where would you like to sit 1
Will you go into the choir or come up
into the organ loft with me 1”

I chose the latter, and in a few mo-

P
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ments was provided with a comfortable
chair on the platform between the two
sections of the great organ, within a few
feet of the key-board. Immediately be
low were the white-robed men and boys
of the choir, and in front was the pulpit,
Every word of Archdeacon Farrar's
thoughtful and beautiful sermon was dis
tinetly heard.  As for the music, it was
delightful beyond deseription. Daily ser
vices are held in the Abbey, the singers
are all paid, and most of them give (heir
entire time to the choir. With carefully
selected voices and such a conductor as
Dr. Bridge, the very best results have
heen obtained. )

The anthem for the day was taken from
the 18th Psalm, and afforded an opportu
nity for using the resources of the big
organ. The music commenced quietly
and softly with the use of the beau
tiful vox-humana stop, the impression
Then
the singers began to chant the openihg
words, “1 will love thee, O Lord, my
strength.”  When they came to the
seventh verse, “ Then the earth shook and
trembled ; the foundations also of the hills
moved and were shaken,” there seemed to
be an earthquake in the organ and the
whole structure appeared to quiver and
actually “shake.” The climax, however,
came in the thirteenth verse, *The Lord
also thundered in the heavens, and the
Highest gave his voice ;
coals of fire.”

The organ thundered and crashed until
the windows of the old church fairly rat
tled, and it seemed as if the artillery of
the skies was in action. The effect was

being that of a clear soprano voice

hail stones and

overpowering.

The choir seems to be a long way from
the organ loft, but the organist guides,
controls and inspires the singers in a most
wonderful manner.

At the close of the service Dr. Bridge

SIR FREDERICK "BRIDGE, IN HIS STUDY. and ministers

gave me some interesting information
about the organ and the choir, and cor
dially invited me to “‘come o " Al
togther it was a memorable afternoon

CHOIR OF WESTMINST .R ABBEY

THE WORLDLY SPIRIT

D:. BUCKLEY is respousible for
the following story, which iilus
teates the faithfulness of one man
and the folly of another: When John
Hall first country he
preached at a watering place where
Commodore Vanderbilt, the founder of
Vande
was pre

came to this

the democratic
bilt aristocracy,
sent At the
\pproached Dr, Hall, and
those who saw the inter

close he

view were much impress
el. The commodore and
De. Hall were each about
six feet in height, the
Said
the commodore, *Mr.
Hall, that is an excellent
in fact, it is the
I est sermon 1 have heard
for fifteen venr Dr.
Hall thanked him in a
way which blended ples
sure and dignity. The
commodore, who in his

latter a little more

sermon

unbending way was some
thing of a wit, then said,
“1In fact, it is the first
sermon I have heard for
Said Dr,
Hall, “ Commodore, how
is that, that you have
not heard a sermon .u:
fifteen years!” “Oh, I
i too busy,” said the
commodore.  Said  Dr
Hall,
so much business as to
justify you in turnirg
your back on God's house
1" Years

fifteen years.”

“Who gave you

F>—
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afterward Vanderbilt died, after spend
ing months of illness under the instruc
tion of his friend, Dr. Charles F. Deems,
making every possible effort to secure a
hope of heaven, and
constantly complain
ing that it was so
ditlicult for him to
become  spiritual or
to understand what
it was.

Tue scientific agri
culturist never wastes
time and effort upon
a dwarfed or ill
shiapen or feeble plant
or animal. He can
better afford to aban
don or destroy it
But above all things
he is irlensely par
ticular of the opening
life and the
stages of growth, be
cause he knows that
in plant and animal,

early

‘as the twig is bent
the tree's inclined

Are we as particular
about the early life
of our children—of
their  moral

bent,
their spiritual devel
opment ! Do we not
too often trust to
some dreamed-of self
within the
we fondly hope will somehow

correcting power inherent

child, wk
bring our loved ones into the ways of

righteousness and  peace ! — Midland
Christian Advocate.

THE GLADNESS OF NATURE,

Ts this 1

When our mother nature laughsaround,

When even the deep blue heavens look
glad,

And gladness breathes from the hlos

soming ground !

time to be cloudy and sad,

There are notes of jov from the hang bird
and wren,
And the gossip of swallows through all
the sky ;
The ground-squirrel gsilychirps by his den
And the wilding-bee hums merrily by

The clouds are at play in the azure space,

And their shadows at play on the bright
green vale,

And here they stretch to frolic cha

And there they roll on the easy gale

There's a dance of leaves in that aspen
bower
There's
en tree
There's a smile on the frait and a smile
on the flower,
And a laugl

to the sea

a titter of winds in that beech

from the brook that runs

And look at the broad faced sun, how he

smiles
On the dewy earth that smiles in his
ray ;
On the leaping waters and gay young
isles—

Ay, look, and he'll
uway !

mil: thy gloom
W, Citdlen Bryant
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THE ITINERANCY,

When the itinerant wheel has made
Its yearly revolution,
Not like the earth, it stops awhile,
Then starts with resolution,
Tt stops a while to be repaired, =
To have the preaching business aired,
Plans for another year prepared,
A normal evolution.

The preachers all get off a week,
Waiting its lubrication,

They hear each other pray and speak,
And have a fine vacation.

It's short. They just step off and then

It’s “ All aboard ! ” and on again,

The wheel revolves to make for men
Hope, faith and consolation.

Well, here we are ! In a new place
Almost before we know it,
No time to find it on the map—
(Perhaps no map would show it).
But he who gave the Lord his case
Has found his most appropriate place
For work of cultivating grace,
Tu plant and often hoe it.

Some say the wheel has ropes and wires
And up-to-date appliance
Behind the scenes ; that he gets left
Who has not self reliance.
And if of such you should inquire,
They say no preacher can get higher
Unless he pulls a little wire
And uses modern science.

But many preachers still believe
God’s grace can be relied on ;
It's greater than all man-made plans,
And all schemes men have tried on.
Still unto Him they make request,
And in this comfort safely rest,
“No man can know what place is best ;
God holds this wheel they ride on.”
— Elizabeth H. Fenn, in Northwestern
Advocate.

IMPERIAL UNITY.
BY REV. J. R, PATTERSON,
THE unity of our Empire! Why at
first sight it seems as if it could
have no unity. Look at its com-
plex diversity.

1. Consider first of all its great terri-
torial extent and teeming population.
Nothing of previous ages approaches
unto it. * We hold a vaster empire than
has been.”

What does this mean? It means ap-
proximately that if the earth’s surface
were parcelled out in farm lots every
fifth farm would be held by British law.
It means that if the races of mankind
were ranged in ranks and King Edward
were to pass along the lines, every fourth
man, woman or child would salute him
as their king. If King Edward’s sub-
jects, in single file, were to march past
their sovereign day and night, it would
take them seventy years, or two genera-
tions to pass the reviewing stand. Tts
vast extent and its teeming population,
men say, naturally make for disintegra-
tion.

2, Think of our far-flung boundaries.
We hold ““dominion over palm and pine.”

The Britisher is at home in every degree
of latitude or longitude, and has fellow-
subjects in every clime.
Take hold of the wings of the morning,
And fly round the earth till you're dead ;
But you can't get away from the tune that
they play

To the glorious old flag overhead.

This is not poetic rhapsody, but sober
fact. Six o'clock, and the bugles are
blowing reveille in Wellington barracks,
London. Westward goes the sound,
passing Gibraltar and the Bermudas un-
til it is taken up at the fortress city of
Halifax. Onward it speeds to Quebec ;
from Quebec to St. John's; from St.
John's to Toronto ; from Toronto to Win-
nipeg ; from Winnipeg to Regina, where
it rouses our warders of the plains ; from
Regina through the mountain passes to
Esquimalt ; then over the broad Pacific,
while east becones west and west be-
comes east, calling to the islands of the
seas as it goes, until Hong Kong is
roused by its martial strain. From Hong
Kong to Singapore ; from Singapore to
Colombo ; from Colombo to Bombay ;
from Bombay to Aden; from Aden to
Suez. Meanwhile under the southern
cross it rings over the wheat fields of
New Zealand and sheep walks of Aus-
tralia. Now it is heard at Cape Town,
and the cities of Dritish Africa signal
one another. Cape Town calls to Kim-
berly ; Kimberly to Mafeking ; Mafeking
to Buluwayo; Buluwayo to Salisbury.
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allowed to each component part, and
then say if the existence of such a nation
in this democratic age does not prove
that truth surpasses fiction. For were it
not existing in fact before us, a descrip-
tion of such an imperial domain would
be deemed a pleasing though extravagant
romance.

The question arises can such an Empire
continue ; and we are not surprised to
hear some persons say that it cannot.
On the Sunday before the Queen died, E.
Benjamin Andrews, Chancellor of Ne-
braska State University, speaking in one
of the leading churches of Lincoln, Neb.,
said that after the death of Her Majesty
the stately edifice our statesmen had been
ages in erecting would collapse ; that no
monarch like Victoria would follow her,
and consequently Australia would revolt
and declare her independence. South
Africa would next throw off the British
yoke, and Canada would soon follow suit.
Thus, he declared, we are within measur-
able distance of the time when the Drit-
ish Empire, as we now know it, will be
no more. I have already shown that
there are forces in connection with our
Empire which make for disintegration,
and now I propose to show that there are
other and more powerful forces which
make for cohesion.

1. The first thing that makes for im-
perial unity is the fact that our Empire
is of long standing and gradual growth.
Newfoundland was colonized in 1583,

Beyond Tanganika's waters Uganda
hears the echo and sends it on to Khar-
toum, and Khartoum passes it on to
Cairo. Cyprus now has caught the stir-
ring note and sped it on to Malta ; Malta
sends it on to Gibraltar, and once more
we are in the longitude of Wellington
barracks, London. We have marched
westward, “following the course of the
sun, and keeping company with the
hours,” and if you will take down a mili-
tary wap of the British Empire you will
discover that we have not passed through
a degree of latitude, nor has there been
a degree of longitude that has not been
vocal at sunrise with the martial airs of
England.

Consider the li h

Canada was conquered in 1759. Aus-
tralia received its first settlers in 1788,
(aptain Cook discovered New Zealand
in 1768, Cape Colony was formally
ceded to England in 1814, Clive won
the battle of Plassey, which laid the
foundation of our Indian Empire, in
1757, Thus it will be seen that the
youngest of our great colonies is almost
a century old. What do these facts
signify ? ~ First, that Great Britain has,
or ought to have, large experience in
colonial administration, and is, or ought
to be, a past master in the art of empire
building. ~ Second, that in the five great
colonial centres British law has long been
in force, and British institutions have

hly established, with the

of the Empire. N

Think of all the varied races, of all the
different languages and religions in our
empire ! Think of all the kingdoms and
creeds of India, of the races and religions
of Africa, of the foreigners by birth who
have settled in Cape Colony, Australia
and Canada! Tf Samuel Johnson, who
loved a mouth.filling phrase, were to rise
from the dead and describe our Empire,
he would doubtless call it a *hetero-
geneous conglomeration of all sorts and
conditions of men.” What a strangely
varied procession passed before the Queen
at her jubilee in 1897,

1f representatives of every race subject

to our throne had gathered at the coro-

nation of King Edward, there would have
been a more motley assembly than that
which heard the words of truth and grace
at Pentecost. And if all were to join in
the national anthem, each in his native
tongue, babel would have been out-
babelled.

Once more, think of the fact that this
Empire is npparentl{ loosely held to-
gether; that very large liberties are

become th zhly

result that British feeling in those centres
is strong  In Canada, in Australia and
New Zealand, largely in South Africa,
and to a surprising extent in India, the
people have identified themselves with
British interests, and have retained or
adopted the traditions and history of the
home land as their own. From_ these
loyal centres colonial expansion has gone
on. Canada has grown from the United
Empire Loyalists’ settlements; British
Australasia from Sydney; South and
Central Africa from Cape Town and
Port Elizabeth; India from Caleutta.
Again, these expanding centres have
leavened the surrounding districts with
feelings kindred to their own. There
one native state finds it easier to become
a subject people when it sees a rival
neighbor flourishing under British rule,
Then in times of trouble on the frontier
these places have formed safe bases from
which men and supplies could be for-
warded to any expeditionary force sent
into the regions beyond. In this connec-
tion it should be remembered that we
have not, as a.rule, annexed territory
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until the way for annexation has been
prepared by our explorations and our
commerce ; and even then the Imperial
Government has acted with reluctance.
“ Land grabber " is a term often applied
to Great Britain; but the trath is that
during the last twenty-five years France,
Germany and Portugal have all annexed
proportionately more territory than has
she. They were after commercial pre-
serves to hold and develop. Great Bri-
tain has simply seized territory she has
alveady largely develop=d, and from
which she was threatened with total ex-
clusion by the colonia! laws of her com-
mercial rivals. The net result of these
facts is that there has been little mush-
room growth or mushroom conditions in
our Empire ; hence, what we have we
can hold.

2. Devotion toa common head. Herein
is one of the advantages of a monarchy.
It gives the people an object of loyalty
and devotion, who is the head of the
nation, and at the same time out of, in-
dependent of, and above party politics.
In a republic it is not so. The president
is head of a party as well as a nation.
He is largely responsible for the Govern-
ment’s poliey; therefore the object of
much censure and abuse. In our mon-
archy, however much persons may have
disliked Her Majesty’s ministers, we all
loved the Queen Governors, premiers
and minor officials might try colonial
patience, but colonial loyalty never fal-
tered in its devotion to Victoria. Our
Sovereign Lady could do no political
sin

A common head supplied us with a
common national anthem. How can a
poor Philippino sing *The Star Spangled
Banner,” or rejoice in “The Land of the
Free and the Home of the Brave”! How
can he join in “ My Country 'Tis of Thee,”
or glory in the * Land Where our Fathers
Died”! What does the “ Watch on the
Rhine” mean toa negro of German Central
Africa ; orthe “Marseillaise” to a native
of the French Congo! But our national
anthem differs from others in that it can
be sung with gusto by every subject of
our throne, Vietoria was a woman that
appealed to our chivalry. She was a grod
woman. “ A thousand claims to rever-
ence closed in her as mother, wife and
queen” that inspired our respect. She
was our Sovereign Lady —that roused our
patriotism  Consequently while Canada
sang of the “ Land of the Maple” ; while
Australia sang their island home under
the Southern Cross ; while South Africa
rejoiced in their expansive veldts and
towering mountains ; while Hindus glo-
vified a land whose institutions are hoary
with the rine of eld; yet let occasion
arise and the sectional note was dropped,

the King! Long Live Edward! Glorious
be his reign ! This devotion to a common
head is u powerful and essential factor in
imperial unity.

3. Britain’s unrivalled sea power. The
English have always been a maritime
people.  The old Norse blood in his veins
makes it as natural for the young Eng-
lishman to take to the sea as it is for the
young eagle to soar off towards the sun.
Since ever our forefathers fared forth
from the shores of Scandinavia, our navy
equals the strongest other two.  Five out
of every eight ocean-going steamers still
fly the British flag. Our coaling stations
dot the trade routes of the world, making
it possible for our vessels to go where no
other vessels can go without our assist-
ance. To illustrate our sea power.
During the first six months of the Boer
war, without seriously disturbing her
commerce, Great Britain moved some
160,000 soldiers over 6,000 miles. Never
has any other nation attempted to trans-
port half so many half that distance, and
no other nation could transport half so
many men half so far in twice the time.
What is the most important factor in
our Tmperialism ! It is our merchant
marines, that ‘‘legion that never was
listed.” The sea dogs of Old England,
whose stations change with every passing
hour.

4. Wisdom in colonial administration.
In four ways is this wisdom shown.
First, theve is everywhere the largest
liberty consistent with the public weal,
¢.4., freedom of discussion in most colo-
nies is almost unlimited. You can call a
public meeting, ai by solemn resolution
declare that the governor is a simpleton
and his advisers a set of knaves, and the
s1id governor will smile upon you with
tolerant indulgence, knowing that free
speech is a safety valve by which pent-up
feeling finds harmless expression, and
therefore the best preventative of rebel-
lion. But advance from discussion to
action ; destroy property or take life.
Presto! The strong arm of the law puts
down your bold presumption,

(ireat Britain adopts the form of her
government to the character and condi-
tion of the people whom she governs. In
India she has feudatory states, i.e, the
native princes have kingdoms within her
larger kingdom. Outside of India she
has four forms of administration In

savage and undeveloped eonits ke
British East Africa, she has s,
controlled by a British resi od
by a military force. Of rem ak

or illiterate provinces like Jwsiuiw, she

makes Crown colonies, governwd directly

from Downing Street. Between Crown

colonies and seli-governing colonies there

comes in another class, of which Natal is
1 1

while we all joined in the thundering
chant *“God Save the Queen ”  Saxon and
Celt, Dutchman and Hindu, Christian
and Buddhist, Mohammedan and Pagan,
we were every one Britons in honoring
the great mother of us all.

The Queen is dead, but the Queen’s
son reigns in her stead and promises to
walk in her ways. If he does so, let him
be sure of this; that in spite of the demo-
cratic tendency of the age; in spite of
abstract arg in favor of a republi
a loyal and united people will rally round
his throne, singing and praying God Save

an P ies having representa-
tive Government, where the people elect
the members of the Legislature, but where
the public officers are appointed by the
Crown. Lastly, she has self-governing
colonies, like Canada and Australia, who
enjoy complete control, under her veto,
of their domestic affairs. Thus, she has
peoples in all stages of probation ; nations
in all degrees of development. Even the
feeblest civil crown colony may look for-
ward to a time when it will be no longer
the spoon-fed nursling of little England,
but a self-governing and integral part of
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Greater Britain ; one of the junior mem-
bers of the world wide firm of John Bull
& Sons,

The Empire stands for the subject’s
good, It strives to elevate mankind.
Call the roll of those whose affairs Great
Britain has controlled, and whose destiny
she has guided. Canada stands up and
testifies that a conquered race now bless
the day when British rule succeeded
French. In 1859, Australia describes
the elevation of a penal colony into a
prosperous self-governing Commonwealth,
India tells the story of the abolition of
the Suttee and the Juggernaut, and wit-
nesses to the fact that without Great
Britain's presence India would become a
shambles, in which Mohammedan and
Hindu would sell one another. Egypt
affirms that when Great Britain took
control in 1881 all was chaos, and that
even in 1885 three things were declared
impossible in Egypt by the wise men of
the world, viz, to carry on public works
without forced labor; to collect taxes
without torture, and to save the country
from its bankrupt condition.  But ten
years passed by, and lo, the public works
went on and there was no forced labor ;
taxes were collected and there was no
whip used.

5. Never was Imperial sentiment so
strong or widespread as now. How
nobly we disappointed our continental
crities a year ago last fall. They said
that John Bull would not fight for his
colonies, and if he would he had not the
virility to do o, being too old and fat and
flabby for the hazardous game of war.
Accordingly, in his insolent presumption,
Mr. Kruger launched his famous ulti-
matum, bidding us quit South Africa on
twenty-four hours’ notice. The world
stood by and watched. Did England
fight for her colonies? Was her martial
fire extinet !

From English hamlet, Irish halls, Welsh heath
and Scottish by
They thronged to show that they were still

Sy

“sons worthy of their si
That what those did, they
what those were, these are,
Whose fathers fought at Waterloo, or died at
Trafalgar.

1l can do; that

From the jungles and rice plains of
India ; from the tea plantations of Cey-
lon ; from the wheat-fields of New Zea-
land ; from the gold mines of Australia ;
from theseven sister provinces of Canada ;

Crossing the deep llu-{ come,

Seeing the English bayonet gleam,
Hearing the English drum.

Foot in stirrup, hilt in hand—
Freemen to keep men free,

All all will help to hold the land,
While England guards the sea.

In that Tmperial outburst I see demon-
strated this truth, that if the colonies
should ever separate from England, it
will not be when their Imperial Father,
with his back to the wall and his foot to
the foe, faces a snarling world.

Grand Valley, Ont.

Tue cross is to be met with in little
things as well as great. 1t is not merely
in stupendous conflicts with the powers
of evil within us that we are to discover
its presence, but in the little details of
daily life.— W. H. Ilay Aitkin.
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TAE BRITISH MUSEUM.
Sketch No. 3.
BY MR, 0. J. JOLLIFFE, M.A.
FTER coming out of the Reading
A Room and seeing how well all the
space has been utilized by the skil
ful architect, Mr. Smirke, one feels like
saying, “ Why, surelv he has squared the
circle,” even though that is a mathemati-
cal impossibility, and of course an imprac-
ticable feat in architecture, were it not
that every square foot around this
immense Reading Room is put to
such a splendid use.

We shall now take a few minutes
to look into the Egyptian Rooms,
which are shown by the admirable
engraving on this page. The first
object which attracted my atten
tion was the famous * Rosette
Stone,” with trilingual inseription,
by means of which a key was
opened to the translation of the
hieroglyphic language of ancient
Egypt.

These Egyptian antiquities, some
of which are shown on this page,
fill three halls on the ground floor
and four rooms in the upper storey.
Some of these statues take us back
three thousand years before Christ,
or a thousand years before the t
of Abraham. You will notice that
the colossal arm in the upper right
hand of the sketch belongs to the
right shoulder of the statue whose
gigantic head appears right below,
Thothmes [11.

The Moabite stone and the Elgin
marbles are also articles, nay treas
ures, of intense interest, especially
the Elgin marbles, which are the
remains of the beautiful
carved by Phidias in the days of
Socrates, wherewith to adorn the
Parthenon at Athens, These mar
bles were brought to England by
Lord Elgin—the father of our Gov
ernor-General of the same name
at a cost to himself of 2350,000,
and sold to the British Government
for about half that sum.

The Assyrian Room, with its
wondrous relics of old Babylon and
Nineveh, and the Mausoleum Rocm
are objects of surpassing interest,

Handsome and even magnificent
as are the various libraries on the
north and east side—such as the
Grenville library, the King's Iilu'a—i
ry, ete.—you will love to linger
long in the suite of Manuscript)
rooms, where you will see letters ufi
Erasmus, Luther, Calvin, Sir Thom-i
as More, as well as those of ourl
kings and queens from very early times ;
and among them all one of the most in-
teresting is a little letter printed in awk-
ward and ill-shapen letters, showing how
painfully those baby fingers wrought at
the task and signed *“ VICKY.” This
was written by our late beloved Queen
when she was only four years old.

In one of the manuseript rooms is a
beantiful cabinet, in which is contained
the original Magna Charta, or what is
left of it after it was nearly destroyed by
fire at Somerset House it 1731. It is no
small success to get a sight of this docu-

statues
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ment. I had to use all the powers of
persuasion I possessed and make the state-
ment that T had come more than three
thousand miles to see that historic page, ere
the firm but policeguardianof the treasures
in that room allowed me to behold with
my own eyes that keystone to the arch of
our liberties.

You would also be pleased to behold
the signatures of Shakespeare, Milton,
Spencer, Nelson, Wellington, and hosts
of others, not omitting to read one of
General Gordon’s letters written to his

l‘:n
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PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT ON THE
BIBLE,

HE President of the Fpworth League
Union of Baltimore, a short time
ago asked a number of eminent men

to contribute to a symposium on *The
Kind of Men the World Stands Most in
Need of.” FEach one was expected to
send only a few words, but Mr. Roose
velt, in speaking of the man who chooses
the Bible as his guide, made a contribu-
tion that really amounts to an exposition
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sister when }he_was_in such peril in the
Soudan. -,

And now we have taken perhaps thirty
minutes in our three brief sketches, which
give only a partial view of what we should
take thirty hours or rather days to study
on the spot, and even then we should not
have seen all the treasures of this won-
derful place, Ottawa, Ont.

It is only by labor that thought can be
made healthy, and only by thought that
labor can be made happy ; and the two can-
not be separated with impunity, — Ruskin.

of the Book as the best foundation on
which to build rules of conduct. The
President, in the reply which he sent,
said: “Every thinking man, when he
thinks, realizes what a very large num-
ber of people tend to forget, that the
teachings of the Bible are so interwoven
and entwined with our whole civic and
social life, that it would be literally—I
do not mean figuratively, I mean literally
—impossible for us to figure to ourselves
what life would be if those teachings
were removed. We would lose almost
all the standards by which we now judge
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both public and private morals; all the
standards toward which we, wi.h more
or less resolution, strive to raise our-
selves. Almost every man, who has by
his life- work added to the sum of human
achievement of which the race is proud,
of which our people are proud, almost
every such man has based his life-work
largely upon the teachings of the Bible,
You may look through the Bible from
cover to cover, and nowhere will you find
a line that can be construed into an
apology for the man of brains who sins
against the light. On the contrary, in
the Bible, taking that as a guide, you
will find that, because much has been
given to you, much will be expected of
you, and a heavier condemnation is to be
visited upon the able man who goes
wrong than upon his weaker brother,
who cannot do the harm that the other
does because it is not in him to do it.
I plead, not merely for training of the
mind, but for the spiritual and moral
training that have always been found in,
and that ever accompanied the study of
this Book ; this Book which in almost
every civilized tongue can Le described
as ‘the Book ' with the certainty of all
understanding you when you so describe
it. The immense moral influence of the
Bible, though, of course, infinitely the
most important, is not the only power it
has for good. In addition, there is the
unceasing influence it exerts on the side
of good taste, of good literature, of proper
sense of proportion, of simple and straight-
forward writing and thinking. This is
not a small matter in an age when there
is a tendency to read much, that even if
not actually harmful on moral grounds,
is yet injurious, because it represents
slipshod, slovenly thought and work, not
the kind of serious thought, of serious
expression, which we like to see in any-
thing that goes into the fihre of our
character.”

“LOYALTY TO OUR MOTTO.”

BY REV. F. W. LANGFORD,

W 3 proceed upon the inference that
the motto and the pledge embody
the very spirit and principle and
platform of the League, and hence loyalty
to these two, the motto and the pledge,
must be identical with “loyalty to the
League in general.  Whether with regard
to a person or an institution loyalty in-
volves devotional fidelity, not from com-
pulsion or a sense of obligation, but from
love. He only is loyal to the laws of his
country who obeys those laws because he
loves the principles they aim at maintain-
ing. Our motto is a statement of the
purpose for which we exist asa League.
Therefore loyalty to our motto implies an
intense love for the principles and plat-
form set forth in that motto, and a con-
sequent sing y and fidelity in endea-
voring to carry them out.

Look at the motto itself. “ Look up,
Lift up, for Christ and the Church.”
Thesetwo injunctions are inter-dependent.
The latter is the grand resultant of the
former. This is true in every sphere of
life. In every department of human ac-
tivity progress is the result of harmony
hetween God’s thought and man’s activity.
Before there can be efficient lifting up for

o
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the Master whom we serve, there must be
such a constant and earnest looking
into the infinite depths and heights of the
eternal mind that the thoughts of the
Divine may be reproduced in us; and
then in our lifting up will be seen the
working out of that which has been
wrought in by the practice of an earnest
devotion, If in any of our Leagues there
is reason to complain that there is not
enough “ Lift up,” the cause is traceable
to the fact that there is not enough * Look
ap.”

There is a peculiar significance in the
wording of our motto—Look wp. Man
in his natural state looks down. Why?
Because his affections are there, his hopes
centre on things beneath him. There are
many who seem to live in the lower cham-
ber of their being, and to find their life
in the gratification of their bodily desires.
But, if the ambition and the ideal of the
many fall below the true dignity of man
and the true sphere of human activity,
let it be said of every Epworth Leaguer
at least that he has not forgotten his ex-
alted position in the universe of God, nor
sought the field for the employment of
his faculties in any activity other than
that which is dignified by the co-operation
of God.

Why look up? As a League we are a
part of the Church. The Church is the
body. Christ is the head. The head is
the seat of intelligence and governing
power. Hence we must look up to our
living Head for wisdom and guidance that
we may intelligently go forth to live the
prayer, *“ Thy kingdom come.”

Why look up? In order that we may
be able to lift up, not ourselves only, but
our fellows as well. This is our aim,
and for this purpose our League work is
divided into four departments. Through
each of these it is our object to lift up ;
and if we would be successful in our en-
deavor, it is necessary that in each of
these departments we look up continually
and earnestly.

In the Christian Endeavor Department
we need a broader love, a burden for souls,
a baptism of power. And it can be had
only by looking up. No meeting of the
League should be lacking in the devo-
tional element as its dominant influence.

In the Missionary Department no less
than in the Christian Endeavor Depart-
ment, we recognize the fact that if we
are to lift up more successfully we must

ve within ourselves the true missionary

t.

Nor is it less important in the remain-
ing two departments of League work that
we consider carefully the need of looking
up and lifting up. It is true that these
two spheres of work are, to a certain ex-
tent, abused. When our League degen-
erates so far as to drift into social and
literary societies of no high order, or even
to allow an evening now and then when
the primary object of the Society seems
to be forgotten, while the lighter tenden-
cies of its members are indulged to the
full, then it is time to call a halt and to
get back again upon the true platform of
the Epworth League. We are glad to
say such circumstances very rarely exist.
In both these spheres of work our motto
can be carried out and sustained just as
faithfully as in the other two, The liter-
ary work of the League can mee. its de-
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sired end only when superintended by one
who looks up continually and earnestly
to the Source of all wisdom. And in our
social work we can only realize that
“The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above "
when the social element of the entire
League reflects the radiance of Divine
fellowship.
Union, Ont.

HEALED BY HUMBUG—CONFESSIONS
OF A MEDICAL MAN.

ES, 1 have had some strange patients
in my time, as, indeed, every doctor
of any experience must have had,

said a medical man; and I have performed
some wonderful feats of curing by meth-
ods which would not be recorded in the
Lancet.

Of course, among a doctor’s clients are
many whose ailments exist only in their
imagination, and not a few of them are
positive eranks.

Only a month ago a man called to see
me in a state of great distress. He as-
sured me that he had got a “frog in his
inside.” He had swallowed it in a con-
dition of infancy in a glass of impure
water some months earlier, and it had
grown to an enormous size. He was sure
that it would be the death of him if he
could not get rid of it.

In vain 1 pointed out that the frog
existed only in his fancy ; he grew furious
at the suggestion, and said that I was as
incompetent and unsympathetic as all the
other doctors he had consulted.

At last, to get rid of the man, T said,
“Very well, you may be right after all.
At any rate, come here again at this.time
to-morrow and we will see what can be
done.”

He came at the appointed time, and
I told him that an operation would be
necessary, to which he gladly consented.
1 made him lie down on a coucl, admin-
istered chloroform, and when he recovered
consciousness was able to show him a
very large and frisky frog as the result
of the operation, His delight was un-
bounded, and he went away blessing me
for saving his life. Of course, he had no
suspicion that the frog had been specially
imported for his benefit,

Another of my patients has to thank
me for his preserved eyesight—at least,
0 he is kind enough to say. He informed
me that a tin-tack which he had been
hammering had sprung up and lodged in
his right eye, causing him infinite pain—
and, certainly the man’s eye, from con-
stant rubbing, was in a state of great
inflammation.

T examined the eye carefully, but could
find no trace of any foreign substance in
it; and, as for there being a tin-tack
“buried in it,” the idea was preposterous.
However, as I saw the man was convinced
the tack was there and was making him-
self ill with anxiety about it, T suggested
a small operation. A few minutes’ pre-
paration was all that was necessary. For-
tunately one of my boys had a magnet,
which 1 discovered, and attaching this to
a battery T held it in proximity to the
man's eye.

Within a few seconds my efforts were
rewarded, for T was able to show my
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patient a very vicious-looking tin-tack
(which T had taken from the drawing-
room carpet), and had the satisfaction of
sending him away happy, to advertise my
“gkill " among his frieuds.

One good lady, who is a small and
constant annuity to me, vows that I am
the “cleverest doctor in town,” and has
sent me crowds of patients. She is one
of those people who are always imagining
they have some new ailment : indecd, I
think by this time she must have almost
exhausted all the “ills that flesh is heir
to,” and will have to begin again,

Of course there is nothing whatever
the matter with her, except indolence,
which is the mother of all kinds of dis-
orders, real and fanciful. Fortunately
for every ailment I am able to provide a
specific, which never fails to cure her
within a few wegks, The curious thing
is that, with a slight variation in coloring
and flavor, the medicines are always the
same, and contain nothing more potent
than a little sugar, with a tablespoonful
of wine or spirit.

Some people would say that it is wrong
to deceive a patient in this way ; but I
cannot see it.  Such women are never
happy unless they are “under the doctor’s
hands,” and if one man won't doctor them
another will. My medicines certainly do
them good, if only in imagination : and
in this particular case do not cost my
patient a tenth part of the money she
spends on her pet doge,

You did not know that it is possible
to turn a man's head completely round
without killing the patient, did you!
Well, it is ; for T have done it, and ought
to know.

About a year ago a man called to ask
me if [ could do anything for him. He
told me that by some means, which he
could not explain, his head had got twisted
completely round, so that the back of it
was in front and his face behind. This
was a serious state of things, though 1
admit the man's appearance seemed to
me quite normal,  However, T was equal
even to this emergency, and invited the
man to call again at an appointed time,
prepared to undergo an operation

By an arrangement of mirrors the man

vas only able to see the back of his head,
a fact which, of course, confirmed him in
his hallucination. The lights were then
turned out, and in the darkness I gave
my patient a series of electric shocks from
a powerful battery, during which my
assistant gave his head a series of violent
twists and wrenches, until the poor man
1 us to desist,
i a final shock and twist the lights
were relit, and to my patient’s delight
he saw his face in the very mirror where
only a few minutes earlier he had seen
only the back of his head. The cure was
complete, and the patient is firmly con-
vinced that during that awful period of
twists and shocks (and juggling with
mirrors) his head was actually twisted
into itsproper position again,— 7'it-Bits.

I cax conceive of no difference com-
parable to that between a_smooth and a
rough sea, except that which is between
amind calmed by the love of God, and
one torn up by the storms of earthly
passions.—John Wesley.
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CALORIC CHRISTIANS.

HE Observer makes this excellent
and suggestive comparison : Every
householder who cares for his own

furnace-fire knows that not all that glow-
ing mass is composed of heat producing
coals, In the fire is many a bit of slag,
which may indeed be warmed to a glow
by the burning coals around it, of which
it may appear to be a part, yet is not
itself the direct producer of the ealoric,
which it is somewhat feebly giving off,
and may even be interfering with the
proper draught of the fire. So there is
many a professed Christian believer
whose heart has never yet been fully sur-
charged with ardent zeal, but who de-
pends upon contact with some thoroughly
zealous associate for such temporary fire
and feeling as he may display. Such a
one is a slaggy soul. In revival times,
when the whole surrounding communit
flames with zeal, he is warmed in heart,
too, but as soon as the religious temy
ture around him falls, it quickly beec
manifest that he possesses no indwelling
power, enabling him to resist the tendency
to cool off, and so he hardens in some
ugly shape of selfishness and indifference.
What is wanted is Christians who are
calorific all the year round.

JOVIALITY AND SOCIABILITY.

IS there not a grave danger in what is
called the social spirit at the close of
many of our religious services ! Here
is & meeting in which strong and solemn
truths have sway ; the spiritual interest
seemed to be deep, and a feeling of
spiritual longing seemed to possess the
congregation.  Here is a man who in
triendly banter slaps his friend on the
back and says in a gay voice, “ Why,
how do you do!™  And then follows a
conversation utterly foreign to the spirit
of the oceasion, Here and there are folks
chattering gaily; they do not mean
¢ certainly are not
doing any good—for the sp of the
meeting is go Perhaps some earnest
word has been said, which has gone deeper
than some others ; strange to say, these
very words are often the oceasion of
joviality, and are referred to in sach a
way as to destroy their force for good.
No man has ever taken a verse of Scrip-
ture and made a joke out of it without
utterly destroying
people ; it will never recur again without
the parody or joke coming to the surface
“1 was sorry you had to take up that
collection at the close of the sermon this
morning,”’ said a young man to a pastor
one Sunday ; it was a special offering that
had been neglected in the earlier part of
the meeting.  He said : “I wanted to go
away with the message fresh in mind,
and have nothing to disturb it.”  1f that
collection could affect the influences of a
service, what may not be said about the
jovial nature of our sociability so com-
monly manifested at the close of a meet-
ing!

Shall we abandon the social spirit at
the close of the service?! By no means;
but the social spirit should be carefully
guarded lest it degenerate into joviality ;
joviality in a social gathering may be en-
tirely proper; in a prayer meeting or a
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preaching service, it is more apt to do
harm than good. Nor does this mean
that a pleasant smile and a warm hand-
clasp and a hearty *good morning " are
not in order; these things belong to the
most reverent service. But—well, those
who do not see the difference here drawn
would not be convinced if the matter
were discussed further. Our young people
have a large lesson to learn in connection
with this social iden ; it is doubtful if a
social hour attached to a devotional mewt-
ing is a helpful thing; the spiritual im-
pulse is apt to be cooled in the pleasantry
which follows. There was a man who
said that there is a time to everything
under the sun.  We shall do well to note
the time and seasons in which to culti-
vate the spirit of reverence, and when to
be social —and jovial.— Baptist Union.

HERE is great danger, lest the
Churches lose during the s mmer
holidays much of what they have

gained during the winter.  The Methodist
Times of England has the followng wise
words of caution on this subject :

“The summer and autumn are the
periods of the year when ministers and
laymen are in the growing habit of taking
longer holidays, We have not the least
doubt that the stress and strain of modern
life make it absolutely necessary that we
should have these periods of rest, change
and recreation. But too many Christians
become more lax during the summer in
their religious life, in their attendance
on the means of grace and in Christian
work. We ought to be “steadfast, un-
movable, always abounding in the work
of the Lonn”; and if the precise sphere
of our Christian work inevitably varies
in the summer, it ought none the less to
be entered with earnestness. Some kinds
of Christian work cannot be done in the
summer ; but there is no reason why we
should not undertake others, especially
in largely-frequented health resorts and
in other places where multitudes of people
congregate together.  With a little in-
uity Christian men will have no dihi-
culty in finding plenty to do in the sum-
mer as well as in the winter But we
need to be on our guard, to warn one
another against the peculiar temptations
of the season of the year and to provoke
one another to Christian enterprise. A
little reflection would suggest to us the
special methods of serving Christ and
promoting the salvation of men most ap-
propriate for the summer months, and we
ought not to yield to the deadly delusion
that now the main part of the work of
the winter is over, we are to become com-
paratively indifferent or careless until the
shortening autumn days are upon us. . We
ought to make our plans for the summer
work as carefully as we arrange for the
winter campaign; and, speaking especinlly
to Methodists, now that we are happily
able to report an increased membership,
let us leave no stone unturned to secure
a far larger increase twelve months hence.”

8

“Tue art of saying appropriate words
in a kindly way is one that never goes
out of fashion, never ceases to please and
is within the reach of the humblest.”
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Miss “Ca’line’s” Bougquet.

An amusing case of mistaken identity
is deseribed in Lippincott's Magazine. A
certain good physician whose door bell
rang late one night, supposing that the
summons was from someone who needed
his servi rose from bed, put on his
dressing-gown and went down to the
door.

A colored man stood there, holding a
huge paper package, from which buds
and leaves were protuding.

““Is Miss Ca'line Ward in1” asked the
man.

“She has retired,” returned the doctor.
Miss “Ca'line” Ward was his colored
cook.

“1's sorry, sah, to call so late. Dah
was a jam in de street-cars, Tl leah
dis fo' her, sah, ef you will kindly gib
it to her in de mo'nin".”

“(Certainly,” said the doctor.

He took the bundle carefully, closed
the door, and carried the flowers to the
kitchen, There he placed a dishpan in
the sink, drew a few inches of water in
it, carefully pressed the base of the
package into the water, and went back
to bed, thinking how pleased Miss
“(Caline” would be.

The next morning he went into the
kitchen early, to find the cook holding a
dripping bundle, Her manner was bel-
ligerent and her tone was in keepir
with it.

“Ef I had de pusson heah dat did it,”
said she, *“I'd empty de kittleon ‘em ! I'd
just like to know who put my new hat
in de dishpan—dat I would ! I'd scald
‘em for sho!”

He Gave His Life.

The author of *“Tales of an Engineer”
pays a tribute to the memory of a man
of his own craft who stuck to his engine,
knowing that his death alone could lessen
danger to those in his charge,

The train had erossed a bridge and was
approaching a tunnel, which being on the
shadow side of the hill, loked like a
great hole in the ni Nearer the
engine the engineer saw a number of
dark objects scattered about, In another
second he discerned what these were, and
realized an awful danger.

As he reversed the engine and applied
the air-brakes he shouted to the fireman
to jump. He might have jumped him-
self, for he saw the danger first ; but no
such thought eame to him. TIn another
second the pilot was ploughing throngh a
herd of cattle asleep on the track.

If they had all been standing, he would
have opened the throttle and sent them
flying into the river, with less risk to his
train

But they were lying down; and as
they rolled under the wheels they lifted
the great engine from the rails and threw
her down the dump at the very edge of
the river,

But so well had the faithful engineer

performed his work that the train was
stopped without wrecking a car. Many
of the passengers were not awakened.

The trainmen came forward and found
the engineer. He was able to speak to
them. He knew that he had but a few
minutes to live, and left a loving mes-
sage for his wife. Then, as if he had
nothing more to say or do, he closed his
eyes, folded his hands over his brave
heart, and without a murmur, apparently
without pain, died.

A Very Big Baby.

We all admire the man who never
complains —perhaps hecause he is so rare.
The Youth's Companion says that a resi-
dent of Philadelphia, who took into his
house as valet a Japanese boy, was some-
what startled the other day by the frank
eriticism of the servant,

The gentleman was walking about the
room in his bare feet when he stubbed
his toe and tore the nail. While the
valet was putting on his master’s stock-
ings he happened to touch the injured
toz, whereupon the gentleman utiered a
sharp cry of pain and told him to be more
careful.  The boy smiled, looked up into
his master's face, and said :

“You great big haby.”

“What's that!” asked the astorished
gentleman,

“In my country,” went on the little
Japanese, “when baby hurt himself,
baby cry. But after he five years, boy
or man hurt himself, he say, ‘It make
no matter,””

The gentleman admitted the wisdom
of the argument, but pleaded that he
was too old to attempu to acquire Jap
anese stoicism.

Dubious About the Youth.

Burke once obtained a very early
painting by Sir Joshua Reynolds. Call-
ing on the great artist, Burke submitted
the work as that of a young student who
sought advice from the master. Reynolds
had a long look, and then asked, * Is the
painter a friend of yours!”

Burke vreplied in the affirmative.
“ Well,” replied the great man, “ I really
don't feel able to give an opinion. It's a
cleverish thing ; but whether it is of
sufficient promise to justify the young
man in adopting art as a profession, |
cannot say.”

Sir Joshua had entively forgotten his
own work.

Only One Objection.

P. T. Barnum, being a pronounced
joker, turned also his witty faculty to
use.  When he told the Adirondack land-
lord, with great solemnity, that he hesi-
tated to find fault with anything about
the hotel when so much was agreeable,
he was urged by the landlord by all
means to be frank and do so. “Well,”
said Barnum, “it is only one thing, I
have discovered with regret that your
pepper is half peas.” The landlord de-
clared it could not be, but, on being
assured that Barnum knew pepper as
well as ginger, he wrote a caustic letter
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to his grocers about sending him such
stuff. They, knowing doubtless who the
real complainant was, wrote back that if
he would spell “pep-per,” he would
doubtless find half of it composed of p's,
and that which they had sold had only
the amount the orthography required.

An Embarrassing Honor.

A certain head of a government de-
partment was invited to dine with others
at a table with a cabinet minister.
During the dinner the former, who hap-
pened to be placed between a door and a
window, and had said nothing at all, be-
gan to sneeze,

“Are vou taking told, Mr. Brown?”
asked the cabinet minister.

“I believe T have that honor and
pleasure,” answered Mr. Brown, bowing
very respectfully.

Sir Wilfrid Lawson's Dismaying
Experience,

Sir  Wilfrid Lawson, the English
statesman, says that he never received a
knockdown till, espying a laborer walk-
ing along with the old, familiar black
bottle protuding from his cket, he
entered into conversation with him, and
pointed out the misery which had re-
sulted from the bottle, and earnestly
exhorted the man to flee from its con-
tents,

The man was so overcome that he took
out the receptacle, and emptied the
liguor into the road.

Sir Wilfrid's face heamed with pleasure,
and, handing the man sixpence, he said :
“Take that ; it will buy you something
better,”

The man, to the disgust of Sir Wilfrid,
entered a saloon and spent the sixpence
in beer.  The liquor he had thrown away
was cold tea,

Higher Authority,

An Trishman, about whom the Detroit
¥ Press tells, had enlisted in the
ry service, although he had never
been on a horse in his life, He was
taken out for drill with other raw re-
cruits under command of a sergeant, and,
as luck would have it, secared one of the
worst buckers in the whole troop.

Now, my men,” said the sergeant in
addressing them, “no one is allowed to
dismount without orders from a superior
officer. Remember that.”
Tim was no sooner in the saddle than
he was hurled heels over head through
the air, and came down so hard that the
breath was almost knocked out of him.

“ Murphy,” shouted the sergeant, when
he discovered the man spread out on the
ground, * you dismounted !

ST did”

“Did you have orders ?”

“T did.”

“From headquarters, 1
“’i“l a sneer,

“No, from hindquarters.”

“Take him to the guardhouse!”
ordered the sergeant.

cavi

suppose 1"
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Parable of the Salcon.

A few days ago a man in Boston reeled
home, pounded and choked his wife, kicked
her with his big boots, sat watching her
moanings, struck the water away that his
little daughter was bringing her dying
mother, and swore as she died. Only
twelve days before this butchery Vincent
Vincelsk came home drunk in Pittsburg
and chopped his wife and little children
to death with a rail-cutter. Only thirteen
days before that John Blissett, of Detroit,
drunk, emptied his revolver into his wife’s
body and poured kerosene over her and
stood with lighted match to make her a
burnt-offering to drink when the police
broke in upon him. Only ene month and
a day before that a father in Indiana came
home drunk, sought to kill his wife with
a hatchet and was shot dead by his son.
This, gentlemen, is the parable of the
saloon, — Central Church Adrocate.

Tke Salcon Keeper Frightened.

At the great State Epworth League
Conference a few years ago the sessions
were held in the opera house in the city
of San Antonio, Texas. Underneath it
was a saloon. Defore that massive as-
sembly of the young men and women of
this State, Rev. George Stewart was
delivering his tremendous arraignment of
the saloon. During his terrific speech,
he stopped and cried out, “Every Leaguer
that will this day avow eternal warfare
against the iniquitous traflic wave your
handkerchiefs ! Tt was like a perfect
of linen, amid the tremendous ap
plause. The saloon men below were ter
rified for fear the floor would give way.
And well they might fear. It was a
prophecy that day of the not far-distant
utter destruction of the traffic under the
victorious tread of the oncoming genera
tion, Why not train a generation that
would end the national existence of this
great evil ! Yes; the saloon is doomed !

A Man Killer,

In Brooklyn, two brothers lately made
a bet as to their drinking capacities.
This is the dialogue and the upshot as
observed by a reporter :

“¢Betcha a nickel T kin drink more
whiskey in five minutes than you.'

¢ Betcha cant,’ said his brother,

“Whereupon, having collected a dollar,
they sent out for two quart bottles of
whiskey. The younger drank his quart
in four minutes. Then he turned around
to his brother.

“ Y uin't finished yours.’

“Can’t, said the brother, shame-
facedly, holding out his bottle, in which
there remained about a gill of whiskey.

“t(Give it here and I'll drink it,’

“He drank the gill and shortly after
fell down on some straw in a stall. The
crowd forgot him for a time, but when
they tried to awake him they couldn’t;
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so somebody called in a policeman. He
sent for an ambulance. A doctor came
with it and worked over the vietim nearly
an hour. Then he took him to the hos-
pital. The other doctors worked all day,
but they were not successful in bringing
the man to consciousness,

“Tt was said at the hospital that there
was little chance of recovery.”

This is a little quicker work than is
credited to whiskey, drunk in more mode-
rate quantities and in slower time, but
the inevitable result is always the same,

Prohibition in Maine.

Samuel F. Pearson, sheriff of Cumber-
land County, Me., which includes not
only Portland, the chief city of the State,
but also twenty-five other cities and
towns, when in Chicago last February,
answered the twaddle about Prohibitipn
failing to prohibit. The Chicago 1'ribune
stated that there were twenty-five places
where liquor could be openly bought in
Portland.  Sheriff Pearson referred to
this in his public address, and then
counted down 2100, and placed it in the
hands of the chairman, and said : “That
hundred dollars shall belong to the man
who will produce evidence that there is
ONE such place — not twenty-five
JUST ONE. T will put another 2105
with that if any man will find an open
saloon or an open bar in Comberland
County.” There was a chance for an
enterprising newspaper, but two months
have passed, and Sherift Pearson’s money,
still in the hands of the chairman, remains
unclaimed.

An Ogportunity for Heroism.

In the life of Frances Willard is an
incident which has its message for all
pm,.le in all times. Among the great
men and women who were most in sym
pathy with Miss Willard's work and
deeply admired her genius was the old
abolitionist, Wendell Phillips. One night
after she had spoken in Boston, a young
man happened to call upon Mr. Phillips
to ask for his autograph, and the old man
detained him far into the night, showing
him relies of the abolitionists and memo-
vials of his own labors.  As his host was
about to bid him good-night, the young
man said, half patronizingly :

“Mr. Phillips, T think if T had lived
in your time I would have been heroic,
too.”

Mr. Phillips, who had gone to the door
with his caller, pointed to the saloons
down the street, and his voice was keen
with indignation.

“Young man,” he said, “you are living
in my time—and in God's time, Did
you hear Frances Willard last night! Be
assured that no man could have been
heroic then who is not heroic now. Good-
night,”

One meets so often in these days impa-
tience with the age and its conditions,
idle longings for other times and other
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battle cries. We need to take to our-
selves the sharp truth in the old patiiot’s
words, To-day is God's time. One who
is not a hero now in to-day’s duties and
conflicts, misses greatness, not because of
conditions, but because of the cowardice
of his own soul.

A Gigantic Evil,

Rev. Dr. D. (', Huntingdon, Fraternal
Representative of the M. E. Chuich to
the General Conference of the M. E.
Church South, made the following refer-
ence to the liquor tratfic in his speech
before the Conference at Dallas :

“ Methodism, in common with all
branches of the Church militant, is con-
fronted by evils of gigantic proportions.
Foremost among these is the liquor system
of the country. Foremost, I say, not only
from the number of its vietims and its
unblushing defiance of restraint, but from
the fact that where it does not create, it
openly supports all other vices, Tts in-
spiration is the greed of gain and the
spiriv of gross self-indulgence, Its work
is to develop and sustain appetite as the
fascinating, governing, and enslaving
power in the manhood of our country.
It is thus the perfected antagonism of the
kingdom of God. Through it our young
men in appalling numbers are lured from
home and school and Church. An army
which our Churches seem unable to reach
are in the saloons and their accompanying
haunts of dissipation. This iniquitous
business, in itself so hostile to righteous-
ness, is rendered still more formidable by
its toleration and protection under the
laws, The manufacturers and dealers
say “there is money in it.” The govern
ment says “ there is revenue in it.” Both
arguments are essentially one, and would
justify any other form of iniquity upon
condition that it could be made a source
of financial profit. Chartered by the
laws, in partnership with the government,
it has become a power, the nature anc
magnitude of which menaces all wh
satriots and Christians hold most de:
Politicians court its favor, juries condone
its criminal impudence, and largely the
secular press awaits its commands,  Sad-
der still, here and there a professed min-
ister of the gospel becomes its apologist,
and the voices of many more which should
be the awakening thunder of the prophet
die away into the patronizing silence of
the priest. However this may look to
us, there is a generation not far behind
us who will regard this as a chapter in
history shocking to the moral sense.
decree of an Egyptian Pharaoh, dooming
the boyhood of a whole race to death,
was ever so far behind the light of its
age as is the license of the liquor system,
50 common in the United States.

You will ask what is the attitude of
the Methodist Episcopal Church toward
this hoary-headed abomination. I answer
that in the deliverances of our General
Conference, and of nearly or all our An-
nual Conferences, we are on record as
committed to total abstinence in practice,
and as demanding total prohibition of
the drink traffic by law. That the traftic
“can never be legalized without sin,” has
for fourteen years, at least, been accepted
as the standard utterarce of the Church
upon this subject.
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His Care.

God holds the key of all unknown,
And I am glad :
1f other hands should hold the key,
Or if He trusted it to me,
I might be sad.

What if to-morrow’s cares were here,
Without its rest !

I'd rather He unlock the day,

And, as the hours swing open, say,
“Thy will is best.”

1 cannot read His future plan,
But this I know ;

I have the smiling of His face,

And all the refuge of His grace,
While here below.

Enough : this covers all my want,
And so I rest;
For what T cannot, He can see,
And in His care I sure shall be
Forever blest,
—John Parker.

Waiting Upon God.

TexT.—They that wait the L
their strength ; they shall mount u
cugles: they nand not be
shall walk and not faint.—Isa. 4

This passage from the Hebrew prophet

has the ring of an Alpine horn. It is
very easy to misunderstand this word
“wait,” and regard it as meaning inactive
passivity.  There is a vast deal of nerve
in the original Hebrew : it signifies to be
strong enough to hold out. It expresses
a solid endurability such as belongs to a
stiff piece of oak that never bends and
never breaks under heavy pressure.
Thence the word came to signify patience
as opposed to worry and despondency.
Waiting, in this oft-quoted text, denotes
a habit of mind—a devout habit that
loves to call on God, a submissive habit
that is ready to receive just what God
sees fit to send, an obedient habit that is
glad to do just what God commands, a
stalwart habit of carrying such loads as
duty lays upon our backs. Tt is a reli-
gion of conscience, and not a mere effer-
vescence of pious emotion.  In short, it
is grace just as much as the grace of
faith, or love, or humility.
f you and I have this grace and prac-
tice it, what may we expect?  The first
thing is that God will “renew our
strength.” For every new oceasion, every
new trial, every new labor, we shall get
new power. If we have failed, or have
been foiled, God will put us on our feet
again.  The spiritually weak will gain
strength, and those who were strong
before will wax stronger.

When one gets run down with exces-
sive mental or physical toil in the hot
days of summer, it is good to repair to
some health resort, to some tonic spring,
and “ wait on” its babbling waters, trust
them and take them into the system.
Presently a new appetite for food will be

rd shall renew
with wings as
ry, and they
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awakened, and new life will ereep into
the system,  This renewal of vitality, if
it come, will be the result of waiting on
one of the health-giving fountains of
water.

Just such a well-spring of spiritual
force is the Lord Jesus Christ.  Coming
to Him in a respective, suppliant, hunger-
ing spirit, He restores our souls. He heals
our sickness, He girds up our weak will
as with steel, He infuses iron into our
blood, He makes our feet like hinds' feet :
we ean run without getting weary. Paul
had put himself into just such a connec-
tion with the Source of all power when
he exclaimed, “I can do all things
through Christ that strengtheneth me.”

All the men and women of power are
men and women of prayer. They have
the gift of the knees. * Waiting on the
Lord” by prayer has the same effect on
them that it has on an empty bucket to
set it under a rainspout. They get filled.
The time spent in “ waiting upon God *
is not wasted time. “T have so much to
do,” said Martin Luther, * that I cannot
get on with less than two hours a day in
praying.” One who heard Spurgeon pray
was not astonished at some of his dis-
courses, He had fed his lamp with oil
from the King's vessels, and his sermons
were full of light.

“Waiting on God” not only gives
strength, it gives inspiration. *“They
shall mount up with wings as eagles.”
God means that every soul which waits
on Him shall not creep in the muck and
mire, nor crouch in abject slavery to men
or devils. When a soul has its inner life
hid with Christ and lives a life of true
consecration, it is ensbled to take wing
and its “citizenship in heaven.” He
catches inspiration ; he gains wide out-
look ; he breathes a pure and crystalline
atmosphere, He outflies many of the
petty vexations and grovelling desires that
drag a worldling down into the mire,
What cares the eagle as he bathes his
wings in the translucent gold of the
upper sky for all the turmoil, the dust, or
even the murky clouds that rift far
beneath him 7 He flies in company with
the sun.  So a heaven-bound soul flies in
company with God.

You may gain all this strength and
reach these altitudes of the Christian life,
my friend, if you will wait steadily on
God and knit your soul’s affections fast to
Jesus Christ.  You will find a wonderful
lift in your veligion. You will be de-
lighted to find what power it has to carry
you clear of low, base, grovelling desires,
and to inspire high ambitions and holy
thoughts. It will kindle joy in the
darkest hours of affliction, and keep you
serene as the stars which no storm-clouds
can ever reach. Try all this for yourself.
Quit waiting on your fellow-men’s opin-
ions and rules and ways of living, and try
waiting on God. Try the wings of
prayer. Set your affgctions on things
above, and insure your heart’s best treas-
ures by lodging them in heaven.

Keeping thus the Godward side of your
life clear and strong, your religion will be
all the stronger on its manward side. The
celestial springs will brighten and fertilize
and refresh the lowly valleys of your
everyday existence. Christ will be with

ou in your home, in your business, in
your fields, in your shop, in your hum-
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blest toil.  Christ will sweeten your daily
cup. His love will lighten every cross
and every care.  Don't expect to get to
heaven before your time: wait on the
Lord down here.—7'. L. Cuyler, D.D.

“Rejoice Evermore.”

Does it rain today? TIs it dark and
gloomy ! That is all right; there must
be some stormy days. To-morrow the
clouds will have a silver lining, or dis-
appear entirely.  Does the sun shine!
Enjoy the sunshine. Tomorrow may be
bright also, Are you well?  Enjoy your
health and use it to the best advantage.
Are you ill?  Then it is a day in which
to be patient and endure cheerfully.
Are you free from trouble ! Then it is a
thanksgiving day. Are you carrying
heavy burdens for yourself or others?
Then it is a day for the rolling off your
burdens at the foot of the Cross.— Louise
Heywood.

Shining for Jesus,

Elsie Lyle took a journey by rail. As
the train was starting her pastor said to
her: “T am glad you have a holiday,
and travelling gives a good opportunity
to shine for Jesus.”

She wondered how in a railway car-
riage she could do anything for Jesus.
In front of her was a poor woman with
three ragged, untidy children. They did
not look very inviting, but she said, 1
am one of Christ’s disciples and 1 must
be careful how I treat one of His little
ones.”  She read to them and gave them
some of her lunch, and was so occupied
in entertaining them that she came to
the end of her journey before she realized
it.  When she reviewed the day’s work
she said to herself : “ Mr. Wardell said
travelling gave good opportunity to shine
for Jesus, and I have not spoken a word
for Christ all day.” A few days later
Mr, Wardell said to her: “Mr, Smith,
the lawyer, who sat on the opposite side
of the carriage you travelled in the other
day, says he wishes to become a Chris-
tian. He said : ‘T travelled lately with
Elsie Lyle, who had just confessed her
love for Christ, and for a half.day she
proved an angel of mercy to a worn-out
mother and three fretful children, and
never appeared to think of herself for a
moment. What the Spirit of Christ has
done for her [ want done for me.”  And
the best of it all is, Elsie, he is now a
Christian, and your shining face led him
to Christ.”—Indian Witness.

By Praise We Give.

By prayer we ask, by faith we take,
but by praise we give. In heaven,
blessing God will be our constant em-
ployment, and if we would have a por-
tion of the happiness of heaven upon
earth, in the enjoyment of divine peace,
while seeking to be free from all undue
care, while committing all anxieties to
Him in prayer and supplication, we must
also cultivate the important grace of
continual thanksgiving,— Freeman.
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# Bints for Workers.

if I Can Live.

If 1 can live
To make some pale face brighter, and to
give
cond lustre to some tear-dimmed
eye,
Or ¢'en impart
One throb of comfort to an aching heart,
Or cheer some wayworn soul in passing
by.
If T can lend
A strong hand to the fallen, or defend
The right against a single envious
strain,
My life, though bare
Perhaps of much that seemeth dear and
fair
To us on earth, will not have been
in vain,

A

The purest joy,
Most near to heaven, far from earth’s
alloy,
Is bidding clouds give way and shine,
And "twill be well
If on that day of days the angels tell
Of me : “She did her best for one of
Thine.”
Helen Hunt Jackson.

The Right Idea of Service.— A mis-
sionary in Singapore was delightfully
surprised to have his little church thor-
oughly cleaned. * Who did it?" was
his inquiry, and a new Chinese convert
replied : “ 1 did it to thank God.”

R

The Active Christian. A locomo
tive that never moves an inch and never
draws a load is it for nothing but the
scrap pile. A Christian who does not go
frward an inch and who helps along no
Christian work—for what is such a
disciplé fit? Su not for praise or
imitation. The active Christian is the
only possible Christian if we measure by
Bible standards.— Forward.

LR B

His Testimony.—A Christian worker
who had been obliged by over-activity to
turn aside and rest awhile, was sojourn-
ing in a country village. He was under
orders from his physician to cease from
all Christian work for the time, even
from church attendance.  But when
church time came on Sunday morning he
appeared, ready to join the other wor
shippers from the household. To all
remonstrances he quietly rejoined, “ Every
stranger in a little village is a marked
man, and if he attends church it will be
counted as a testimony for religion : if he
does not, it will just as surely be counted
an adverse testimony. Now you and I
know that religion and church-going are
not synonymous, by any means; never-
theless, the world looks upon church
going as the chief outward sign of reli-
gion. Therefore, to bear witness for my
Master, 1 feel that 1 must show which
side I am on. T may never again touch
this village, and while I amn here T want

my little influence to count for the king-
dom.”—Forward.
*r e

Take Aim! Fire ! —There is a great
deal of firing into the air in all Christian
work, There is no aim and no prepara-
tion for making a telling shot. It is said
that at the battle of Pittsburg Landing,
during the Civil war, 6,000 shots were
fired for every man that was killed. Tt
is clear that the men were firing at ran-
dom. They aimed at nothing and
generally hit it. Then there are those
who spend too much of their time taking
aim. A preacher took so much time in
telling what he was not going to do and
what, with the blessing of heaven, he
hoped to do, so that there was no time
left to do anything. He did feel some-
what mortified on aecount of the wasted
hour, but that was nothing compared to
his humiliation when an old farmer, who
was in the congregation, remarked after
the service: * Well, you took so much
time taking aim that you did not have
time to shoot.” It is well not to scatter.
It is well also to shoot—after taking
aim,— Northwestern Advocate.

LA R 2R

Opportunities While You Wait. —
80 many things are to be had now,
“ While you wait.” The fact is that for
the determined soul there is no such
thing as waiting. Every occasion is
turned into an opportunity for carrying
out his purposes. Take, for instance,
the man whose only ambition in life
seems to be to induce every man, woman
and child to take out a life insurance
policy. He sees in every individual a
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possible customer. The same thing is
true of men in other lines of business,
The early disciples furnish a striking
example in this particular. They were
often turned aside from their original
plans, but no one ever hindered them in
their great work. The gathering of
people, come together for whatever pur-
pose, was, in their eyes, an opportunity
for preaching Christ. When they were
under arrest, and were allowed to make
defence, they threw defence to the winds
and began straightway to preach Christ.
The man who has been hindered in his
plans to become a teacher, a preacher or
a missionary, may not be hindered in his
purpose. He can make an opportunity
while he waits for one.— Lookout,
L

Ar a meeting in New York to pro-
mote working girls' vacations, Bishop
Potter said to an audience: I hope you
will all be very unhappy, if you go away
for the summer, and T certainly hope
you will, unless you first do something to
help some working girl to enjoy a vaca-
tion also.” Those who work for others’
good are sure of a happy time.

PR

SAMANTHA ALLEN says in her quaint,
truthful way that what the churches
need is more “mejumness” —that is,
more equanimity, more evenness in Chris-
tian living—piety spread through all the
days of the week, instead of so extra
thick on Sunday. They need also to
have their zeal and earnestness extended
through the year, instead of it all ex-
hibited during the weeks of the pro-
tracted meeting.

REV. H. B. KENNY,

ence Epworth

Prominent League Workers.

T its last session, held in Deser-
onto, the Bay of Quinte Confer-

League elected
Rev. H. B, Kenny as its president.
He is a young man who has shown

much interest in the young people's
movement from the first, and has been
a frequent attendant at its conven-
tions. His first Christian work was
done in Bridge Street Church, Belle-
ville, where he was a teacher in the
Sunday-school. Removing to Trenton,
he engaged in the same work in Wes-
ley Church Sunday-school, and also
became an active worker in the Young
People’s Soclety, For nearly three
years before going to college he was
the superintendent of Wesley Church
Sunday-school, thus securing a good
training for work among the young.

Since ordination, Mr. Kenny has
taken an active part in District Ep-
worth League work, and has served
on the Conference Executive as vice-
president of the Social Department.
He is now the popular pastor of the
Methodist Church at Millbrook, where
he is meeting with great success in
his work. A good speaker, and an
earnest worker, he seems to have the
qualifications necessary for a success-
ful Conference League officer,

eo0w.
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Our Crowning Service.

BY MR, W. K. MANNING,

Our League Constitution states that
the object of the Epworth League is (a)
“to save souls.” It may have n Mis-
sionary department, but its main object
is to save souls. It may have a Literary
departinent, and study the Bible, Church
history and biography, poetry, ete.; but
the real purpose is o save souls. It may
have a Social department, and win young
people to attend and welcome them ; but
still the whole aim should be to save souls.
And to save a soul is not merely to get
the person to attend the meetings of the
League, to take part, to signify a desire
for prayer, not even to be converted ; but
to be filled with the Spirit, and the grace
and knowledge of the Lord, and to be
developed by consecrated Christian ser-
viee.

The motive element and inspiration of
every League should be the Christian
Endeavor Department. 1t may have other
departments, but it must have this, and
the others must be inspired, guided and
controlled by this, or they exist in vain.
And the one public meeting of this de-
partment is the Consecration meeting,
“Our Crowning Service.”

Tt should be so beautifully bright and
happily hopeful that young and old will
be attracted, and so full of spirit and of
life that all will be edified ; and the first
means of securing such results is the choice
of a suitable leader. Many Leagues avail
themselves of the provision in the Con-
stitution for the calling of the roll by the
Secretary, and make that the only conse-
cration service ; but there is great danger
of drifting into mere formalism, and hav-
ing the most spiritless and lifeless meeting
in the month. The president and pastor
should use great tact and judgment, and
secure a suitable leader or take it them-
selves.

The leader should plan far ahead. If
the leader of any other meeting needs to
plan a month ahead, the leader of a con-
secration service that should be the inspir-
ation of all should plan at least as long.
Study and pray much; consult the League
Manual, which should be owned by each
officer, and arrange definitely with all who
are to take part; have everything ready,
and be present fifteen or twenty minutes
ahead of time to welcome all ; have the
Social Committee on hand, welcoming and
introducing, instead of being conspicuous
by their absence; open with a short, bright
song service, a short appropriate scripture
reading, and short pointed prayers. This
is a rapid age—the age of the bicycle,
telephone, telegraph, etc., ete., and unless
the religious services of the Church con-
form to a certain extent with the life and
environment of the young people they
will not attract, and win and hold them.

Vary the services to keep ont of a rut,
but not so much as to be sensational and
distracting. Plan to attract and help all
natures ; encourage the diffident, stimu-
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late the slothful, confirm the doubting,
humble the self-confident, comfort the
sorrowing, warm the cold, conviet of sin,
and even revive the dead.

A short, intensely earnest address
should generally be given; not a paper,
unless the reader can make it very im-
pressive.  The replies to the roll-call
should be personal experience, The fol-
lowing suggestions might be helpful : (1)
State help from Bible, or some other hook ;
(2) Suggest work that might be done;
(3) Ask proper questions ; () Write some
thought to read and, while on the feet,
add a sentence or two.

The reception of new members might
be held, as the service would give mo-
mentum to the new members, and call
the attention of all to the main purpose of
the League.

The results of such a service should be:
(1) To lead to a searching examination of
ourselves in the light of the Holy Spirit—
to take stock of ourselves in the sight of
God ; (2) A definite consecration of all
our possessions to God's service — our
smiles, hand-shakes, words, voi money,
influence, bicycle, horse and buggy, ete,
ete.—(rod particularly blesses *‘such as 1
have give 1 Thee;” (3) To give a new
view of ourselves—not body, but soul ;
not for earth, but heaven ; not for time,
but for eternity ; (4) A new view of our
relations to others—not to get all we can
out of them, but to do all we can for them
as brethren and sisters; (5) A new view
of God as yearning for us with an un-
speakable love—to cleanse us from all
sin, to fill us with all joy and peace in
Jesus Christ and with all the power of
Himself to overcome the sin within and
the evil without, and (6) being held at
the beginning of each month, it should
be so stimulating, so energizing and so
inspiring that each Leaguer and each
department shall be enabled to do more
and better work, and at the end of the
month be left on a higher plane as a new
starting point for each succeeding conse-
cration service,

Walkerton, Ont,

What is the Matter with the
Consecration Meeting ?

“T am sorry you happened to be here
to-night,” an Endeavorer said to a visit-
ing friend.  “Consecration meetings
never are quite so good as other meet-
ings.”

The friend said, *“Oh, of course not,”
and the subject was dropped.

Most of us have heard substantially
the same words so many times that they
have ceased to shock us. The consecra-
tion meeting to which the young woman
referred was probably one in which every
one answered to his name as it was
called — only the answers were mnot
answered to anything in particuar.
There was a preponderance of verse read-
ing, a good deal of which bore the mark
of extreme haste, and the whole meeting
was mechanical. Just wherein it was
entitled to the name * consecration meet-
ing” it would have heen hard to tell.
Isn't that a tolerably accurate picture of
some of the consecration meetings you
have attended !

Why do we have the consecration
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meeting at all?  When your name is
called, what is it supposed to mean? Is
it simply a convenient way of settling
the question of your presence or absence,
as the case may be? We know better,
only there is danger of our having lost
sight of the deeper things. If, when we
come together, our hearts are not full of
solemn questions as to how we have kept
the promises we made a month ago, if
there are no new and high purposes
swelling in our hearts, if we are laying
upon the altar no gift, surely we are
guilty of sacrilege when we call the meet-
ing a *consecration meeting.” 1 think
if the Master were to come in among us
He might say, *Honor that name or
drop it.”

There should never be a roll-call that
is not preceded by a few minutes of quiet,
searching thought as to its meaning.
After the “quiet hour” not many would
be disposed to answer with either care
lessness or insincerity, — Lookout.

The Pastor and The Young
People.

“ During the years of my pastorate I
found young people willing to do more
work than I could provide them. But
some may not have this experience. Let
those who do not, call the young people
of their churches together at the begin-
ning of the year. Let them come in a
social way, preferably at the pastor’s
house. Once there, discuss plans. Let
the young people themselves suggest
plans, though you take care they do not
put them into operation until you have
examined and approved them. Take
note of the life, the energy, the enthu
sinsm, that you may then and later on con-
serve it, Many a good worker is spoiled
by lack of appreciation from the pastor.
In order that you may possess suggestions,
get some from different people before
the meeting, perhaps some of the same
people who attend the mecting.  Approve
some of the plans, select your workers,
and let efforts begin.

“ Have a second meeting and a third,
all of them social, and if possible at your
home, and at last get organized effort
under way. There is no harm if you can
find something for all to do, if you have
as many as a score of committees. Of
course the Look-out, the Prayer-meeting,
the Flower and the Music Committees
are important, but others are hardly less
so.  Don't be discouraged if one commit-
tee goes to pieces. Business men, even
successful ones, see many pet plans fail,
Try again. Change the name of the
committee. Young people get tired,
They look for results before results ought
to be looked for. A Flower Committee
of one year that lacked interest may do
splendidly the next as the Decoration
Committee. Some men say they spend
all of their energies on organization.
Perhaps, patiently handled for a time,
larger results can be obtained, with far
better effects upon both workers and
worked upon than if the minister does
all. It may be that the minister who is
unable to get work out of young people,
himself needs instruction, patience and
consecration rather than the young peo-
ple. T have known such to Le the case.
—Rev. F. E. Clark, D.D.
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The Church the Centre.

! The Sabbath-school is good, the League
is"good, but the Church is the heart of
the whole. The others may be buttresses,
feeders, hands and feet, but the Church
is the centre, Let us not forget it. The
Sabbath-school scholars should form the
habit of church-going. They will need
it by and by. The Leaguers should be
in the church. The Church needs her
children, and her children need her more.

Individual Literty.

One of commonest objections to prohi
bition is that it interferes with human
liberty. The assertion is made that a
man should have the privilege to eat
what he likes, and to drink what he likes,
and any restrictions are an infringement
upon inalienable rights. These people
forget that individual liberty is sur-
rounded with a hundred safeguards, and
is circumseribed in countless forms.  For
instance let the man who claims the
right to dress as he chooses, appear on
the street in Sandwich Island costume,
and he will very quickly be deprived of
his “liberty.”

The fact is, no man has any right to
do anything that interferes with the
rights and privileges of another. We
once heard the celebrated temperance
lecturer, Mrs, Lathrop, put the question
in this way: “T have a right to swing
my arm in any direction T choose, but I
am not justified in stri ing the chair-
man. My individual liberty in using my
hand, ends exactly where the chairman’s
nose commences,”  This puts the matter
in a nutshell. We must not do anything
that will injure our fellow-man.  Apply
this principle to prohibition,  The ques-
tion is not what a man has a right to
drink himself, but what he should be
allowed to sel/. Tf it ean be established,

as it undoubledly has, that the liquor
traffic is the cause of poverty, wretched-
ness and crime ; that it is a positive in-
jury to the community, then it follows
as certainly as the night succeeds the
day that society has a right to protect
itself by declaring that such a business
shall be declared illegal, and this too
without the slightest injustice to any
man.

Help Your Own.

We like to see a League rally around
its own men. To some, a foreign flavor
adds piquancy to things and men. But
why should it? California oranges and
Florida pine-apples are good, but they
cannot compete with our own Canadian
apples. And yet John Smith has often
to travel far and become ‘‘Johann
Schmitz"” before we can see anything in
him,

Many of our Leagues to-day have men
and women workers who are far above
the average in ability ; and, perhaps, for
years they have had scarcely one word of
commendatior.  We praise strangers
freely. Their names are on every lip,
yet the unnoticed home ability outshines
the foreign talent. Let us rally around
our own men and women, our speakers,
our singers, our reciters, our essayists,
our workers, and make them feel, not
that we are glad they have done their
work, but that we think they have done
it well.

Well-earned praise is a helpful stimu-
lant. Let us not withhold it when it is

due.

Schoo! Population Decreasing.

Some months ago, by the authority of
the General Sunday-school and Epworth
League Board, a circular letter was sent
out to all the ministers of our Church in
Canada, asking for an expression of
opinion concerning the decrease in Sun
day-school scholars during the past few
years. Various answers were given,
Some referred to the lack of interest on
the part of many parents, others to the
neglect of pastors and teachers, but it
was surprising how many stated that
there had been a decrease in the child
population in their section of the country.
In order to discover whether this was a
general condition or not, the General
Secretary addressed a letter to the Edu
cational Department of Ontario, asking
for the facts as to the attendance in the
Public Schools of the province.

The Deputy Minister replied that in
1891 there were 491,741 pupils in the
Publie Schools, and in 1901, 470,000, be-
ing a decrease of 21,740, although there
has been quite an increase in population
during this time. It would seem as if
there were periods occurring every now
and then when the child population of
the country greatly declines, and the
present appears to be one of them.

This explains, to some extent, the fall-
ing off in Sunday-school attendance. At
the same time, it is probably true that
there are many children who are not
in connection with any Sunday-school,
who might be reached by [A‘INIB!U][ per-
sonal effort. It is folly, however, to
depend solely upon the boys and girls

‘as embracing those virtuous
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to keep up the Sunday-school. It should
be attended by the young men and
women, the fathers and mothers, and
regarded as the teaching institution of
the Church for all clum

Undertake Something Definite.

The Toronto West District League be-
lieve in John Wesley's motto, * Expect
great things from God, and undertake
great things for God.” During the past
year a second missionary has been sent
out under their auspices, and so great has
been the stimulus to the Leagues by this
advance movement that 1,300 has been
raised this year more easily than 500 for
one missionary last year. The outlook is
80 hopeful that the district has decided to
ask the General Board to appoint a third
missionary to Toronto West, The history
of missionary effort on this district seems
to justify the statement that it is a help-
ful thing to wndertake something that
will draw out the strength and arouse the
enthusiasm of the Leagues. When the
question is asked, “ How much will your
League raise for missions this year?”
the easiest way to answer it is to say,
“We will do the best we can,” but a
much better plan is for the League to fix
a definite amount to aim at, which will
be a decided increase over last year.

The Wrong Emphasis.

There is a certain attractive quality
about the word character when illustrated
by the lives of the noble and puissant ;
but, like many good things, it is fre
quently lifted out of its place or sadly
overworked or reduced to the inane level
of a platitude. It should be held sacredly
qualities
which commend men to us as true and
brave and unselfish and loving. At the
same time the word character ought not
to be so emphasized as to give it suprem-
acy where our thoughts should enthrone
another word of vaster and sublimer im-
portance, Take the word salvation, for
example,

Now, it must be evident to many read-
ers of current literature that this biblical
word, carrying in its divine resources of
grace those mighty spiritual gifts, not ex-
clusive of character but illuminations of
it, of regeneration, justification, adoption,
sanctification, is often pushed aside as
though to make place for the emphasizing
of those words upon which men are said
to ride to success. Success in life being
the ambitious goal of the multitude, the
changes are rung with all but tiresome
reiteration upon the virtues for which
such words as economy, honesty, perse-
verance, self-denial, etc., stand ; and as
these count and as character counts and
as character includes them, therefore the
word churacter is lifted to the king's seat.

It is plain that it would be foolish,
perhaps criminal, to wish for character as
embracing manly qualities and the ethical
principles of outworking righteousness
any lower place. But the emphasis that
it gets in much of current thinking and
writing is wrong nevertheless, The word
salvation wust ever have the supreme
place and the supreme emphasis. Men
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must be called to it. They must have
it expounded. They must realize its
first importance and its eternal rela-
tions. They must possess it. All else is
tinsel. It is dross. It is vanity., It is
phavisaism. It is filthy rags. How
shall we escape if we neglect (so great)
salvation? Tt is the purchase of Jesus,
Tt is the gift of God. It is the song of
the redeemed. It is the theme of the
apostles, Let us, by the grace of God
and the operation of the Spirit, know
what salvation means, and enthrone it
and proclaim it and give it its rightful
place of supreme emphasis in that which
affects the destiny of men in time and in
cternity.
« Salvation ! let the echo fly
The spacious earth around,
While uﬁl the armies of the sky
Conspire to raise the sound.”
S,

Not Orphaned.

“Did the converts seem orphaned after
the evangelists left?” said one minister
to another. “No,” was the reply ; “be-
fore the meetings began I talked with
them about the necessity of decision ; dur-
ing the meetings I visited them in their
homes, their stores and their work-shops.
Before making any sign of decision in the
services many of them gave me their pro-
mise to confess Christ publicly. When
they came forward in the prayer-meeting,
I cooperated with the evangelists in
pointing them to Christ. The conse-
quence was that before the revival closed
1 shared with the evangelists in their love
and esteem ; and, when the services ended,
they naturally looked to me for spiritual
nurture and leadership,” Too often evan-
gelists thrust the pastor into the back-
ground, ignoring the fact that the revival
is his opportunity of getting near to the
liearts of his people. Too often the pastor
stands off and leaves the work entirely to
the evangelists, forgetful of the fact that
the supreme moment of conversion is the
time when he ought to begin the nurture
and guidance of the soul which is now
committed to his care

What's Your League Doing?

Sleeping, dawdling, playing, or wateh-
ing, praying, working? One wide-awake
Leugue is worth one thousand sleepers.
Every praying League is a spiritual dy-
namo ; every working League a veritable
gold mine to the Church. What is the
League’s business !

To fight the devil. Get the rust off
your sword, for the devil means business,
and if you do too, there will be plenty of
fighting.

To help each other. Are you lifting
anything or anyone! “Looking up” is
good, but “lifting” is better. Many
have weak backs when it comes to lifting.
Praying does not hurt them, and they
never get a “crick” in their tongue, but
they are weak in the back. Lift a little
harder brothers

To build up the kingdom. The King
is watching. The King is waiting. He
expects each one to do his duty. We
pray “Thy kingdom come ;" by the help
of God let us make it come,
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A Comparison Meeting.

We would like to see some day a
“comparison meeting.” Take our own
Dominion, our beloved Canada, or our
own special province, and compare it
with other lands.

Let Italy, with its marvellous skies
and classic scenes, its oranges and
grapes, its climate and its government;
or Germany, the soldier empire; or France,
the cosmopolitan republic; or far-off
Australia, with its heat and sand, its
floeks and gold ; or that land of sunshine
and flowers, of fruit and mineral wealth,
California ; let these countries, or any of
them, be taken and, alongside of a full,
fair statement of their attractions and
detractions, lay a full, fair statement of
our own bright land, and we think the
result would be: first, a decided increase
in our knowledge of other lands; and,
second, a fuller realization of the un-
equalled resources and the marvellous
richness of our country, together with a
better appreciation of our civil freedom,
and of our religious advancement. We
belong to the mightest empire earth has
seen, and our future as a nation seems
full of magnificent possibilities. God bless
our land. Let the League lift up the flag.

Tue grace cure beats the “gold cure.”

Warcn and pray. * Watching with-
out prayer is presumption ; prayer with-
out watching is hypoerisy,”

Tue Church of God has no use for
human sandwiches, i.e., The world on one
side, the devil on the other, and the man
in the middle.

Wues the devil begins to throw mud
at & man you may make up your mind
he's mad. The devil never howls unless
he's hit ; and he never fails to hit back.

Ld

A sTrRANGE malady knownasthe “sleep-
ing sickness ” afflicts the natives of West
Africa. Its three stages are drowsiness,
lassitude, death. Missionaries say that
thirty per cent. of the native Christians
die annually of the disease. We fear that
the sleep microbe has reached Canada.
Witness the condition of some Leagues,

Oxk of the delights of living in a cli-
mate like ours is the change of the sea-
sons, particularly the transition from the
snows of winter to the brightness and
promise of spring and the glory of early
summer. What can be more delightful
than a drive in the month of June among
the foliage and blossoms of an Ontario
fruit section? For real enjoyment there
is no country like our own.

L]

Tug ballot is the Church’s bullet, and
she seldom hits the mark. If resolutions
of Conference could kill the liquor traffic,
we would have attended its funeral long
ago. The Church is sound to the core
until she steps to the ballot box, and the
devil forgives every crime but this one.
He overlooks our preaching, and all our
oratorical fireworks, if we only vote right.
May the League lead the van, and may
the day soon come when Epworth Lea-
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guersand Christian Endeavorers and other
young Christians will be represented by
many men on the floors of our Legisla-
tures, Aim straight at the heart of the
traflic, for this is no sham-battle,

Tuose persons who are said to have
written the late Principal Grant during
his sickness to the effect that he was suf-
fering God's judgment because he opposed
the prohibition of the liquor traflic, are
veryunworthyand bigoted representatives
of a worthy cause. They surely do not
know what manner . spirit they are of.
Without a doubt it is because of such
contemptible littleness upon the part
of some intemperate advocates of temper-
ance that the name of faddist and erank
is 50 often offensively attached to any one
who is outspoken upon the question. The
level-headed and true-hearted will repu-
diate such pharisaism everywhere,

L

Tae purpose of God aims, without drift-
ing or accident or delay, at this lost
world’s redemption. It is for this pur-
pose that empires have been raised and
for this that they have fallen to decay.
It is for this, though they may never
have dreamed it, that kings have ruled
and statesmen have legislated and armies
have clashed in bloody battle. It has
been demonstrated that neither error nor
ignorance, nor superstition, nor ambition,
nor vice nor any combination of the forces
of the hosts of hell can resist the onset of
the gospel of the Son of God. *“ What
has God wrought while the kings of the
earth have set themselves against the
Lord, and against his anointed.”—8.

L

“T wox once, and lost twice,” we over-
heard a lady remark on the train, the
other day. She was talking about the
horse races at the Woodbine, and added :
“You know there isn't much fun going
there if you don't put up something.”
One would suppose, from reading the de-
scriptions of the ladies’ gowns in the
daily papers thatthe annual “meet” at the
spring races was, as far as the women are
concerned, simply a big dress parade. Tt
is said, however, that the majority of these
fashionable ladies bet freely on the races,
and considerable sums change hands.
Undoubtedly the race course is the worst
school of gambling in this country. Ttis
a good place for young people to keep
away from.

Ld
Arter Omdurman, Kipling's Mahom-
medan poet said of the British in the
Soudan :

“ They terribly carpet the earth with dead
And before their cannon cool
They walk, unarmed, by twos and threes,
To summon the living to school.™
The schoolmaster now follows the soldier
in South Africa. This is as it should be.
The French say, “You can do anything
with a bayonet except sit on it,” by which
they mean that something more than mil-
itary force is needed to guarantee lasting
peace. A pedagogical garrison will doas
much as a military one to conserve Brit-
ish supremacy in the Orange River Col-
ony and the Transvaal. Canada’s educa
tional contingent is just as valuable
a contribution to the Empire’s service as
her infantry, artillery or mounted rifles.
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Conference Jottings.

General Impressions From the Recent
Annual Gatherings.

The Annual Conference in most of our
towns is a great event. The streets are
crowded with white ties and shiny silk
hats. Everybody knows that the great
Methodist gathering of the year is in
session, and the evening meetings are
well attended. In a large city like To-
ronto the Conference scarcely makes a
ripple. Thousands of people never know
anything about it. Even at the Friday
evening meeting at the Toronto Confer-
ence the church was not filled, and the
leading Methodist people of the city were
conspicuous by their absence, The choir
did not put in an appearance at any of
the meetings except on: Sunday. It
would not be a bad idea to take the To-
ronto Conference to the outlying towns
for a few years, until the city gets a
little hungry for it,

LR

The reports of most of the Conferences
in the daily papers were left to the ten-
der merices of green young reporters, who
knew nothing of Methodist discipline or
usages, and who had no acquaintance
whatever with either the ministers or
laymen composing the Conference. Their
productions were enough to make one
weep.  For instance, The Globe spoke of
Rev. Arthur Browning as “ Rev. Mark
Brown,” and Rev. Solomon Cleaver, D.D.,
was designated as Rev. * Jonathan
Cleave The same paper informs us
that Rev. James Allen would * likely be
chosen to preside at the General Confer-
ence,” forgetting that the General Super-
intendent always presides in virtue of
his office, at the General Conference,
When will the secular papers engage
capable men to report church affairs?

LU

As a rule, at the Conference reception
services on Friday evening, the speeches
are addressed to the preachers, and many
good things are said concerning minis-
terial efficiency. At the Toronto Con-
ference this year, Rev. Dr. Cleaver fol-
lowed a different course, and spoke en-
tirely to the laymen, assuring them that
they had much to do with the success or
failure of the ministers, He urged that
the pastor should be well received, well-
housed, and well paid. In elaborating
the latter point, he referred to the fact
that ministers are usually paid one-half
as much as doctors and lawyers, who have
spent about the same amount of time In
preparation for their life-work. Receiv-
ing so much less than he is really worth,
the preacher pays from $500 to $1,000
every year for the privilege of preaching
the Gospel, and thus contributes as much
to ministerial support as the whole con-
gregation.  This is a rather striking
way of putting the case, but a perfectly
fair one. Not even the ministers who
are paid what are called the large sal-
aries, get more than half what they ought
to have, or what they would recelve if
they were in law or medicine,

e

It is very doubtful if our Conferences
realize to any adequate degree their ob-
ligations to the Stationing Committee,
The Conference session is an exceedingly
trying time to the brethren who form
this committee. Talk about the eight-
hour system! Why, these men fre-
quently sit eighteen hours at a stretch,
with brief intervals for meals, wrestling
with the most perplexing questions. If
they were remuneratéd according to the
physical and mental energy lost, $100
each would be a very modest recognition
of their services. What do they get?
Not even the traditional * vote of
thanks,” which is accorded to officers of
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the Conference, On the contrary, they
are often abused, villified, and their mo-
tives impugned, in the meanest kind of
way, Certainly “it is time for a
change " in our treatment of the Station-
ing Committee,
L
In the opinfon of many, “it is time
for a change " in reference to some other
Conference matters, The Friday even-
ing reception service is altogether too
long a service, and usually ends in con-
tusion, as the people will not wait until
it is closed in the regular way. Too
much time is taken up by the candidates
for ordination relating their experience
and call to the ministry. At some of
the Conferences fifteen minutes were oc-
cupied by more than one of the young
preachers in telling an experience in
which there was not a single feature out
of the ordinary. In some cases the
speakers of the evening were not called
upon until half-past nine. The *‘ex-
periences,” if continued, should be limited
to five minutes at most, and the ad-
dresses, which the people have come to
hear, should begin not later than nine
o'clock.
L
In the Toronto Conference a vigorous
attack was made upon the “ Forward
Movement for Missions,” the particular
feature condemned being the specializing
of effort by districts supporting indivi-
dual missionaries, It was urged that
this tended to destroy connexionalism,
and centred, to too great an extent, the
interest of the Young People's Societies
upon one field and one man. On the
other hand, it was argued that this ar-
rangement, by which there was a living
link between the League and the field,
had proved to be a great stimulus to mis-
sionary zeal and liberality. The Con-
ference evidently believed this for a re-
solution condemning the special work of
the District Leagues, was completely
“snowed under,” only three men voting
for it
LR
The Bay of Quinte Conference, and the
Hamilton Conference, both arranged for
the General Conference officers to give
their reports on the same evening in
Napanee and Woodstock, and the Toronto
Conference announced for them to be in
Toronto the next morning. The General
Conference officers  will  have to get
“ geven league boots ” or flying machines
in order to keep their appointments if
such arrangements continue.

seee

All the Conferences considered the tem-
perance question, and passed resolutions
urging our people everywhere to worl
hard for the success of the prohibition
cause on the referendum vote, Dec. 4th.
We trust that this will put an end to the
resolutions of repudiation which have
been passed by quarterly boards. Let
the Church move forward as one man in
opposition to the liquor traffic,

senw

One could not help admiring the zeal
of the man who stood on the sidewalk
outside of the Conference church all day
long, distributing leaflets which attack
Freemasonry, while having a very small
opinion of his judgment. It seems
strange that he could not in some way
employ his time to better advantage, He
was probably a man of ** one idea.”

TR

A visitor dropping into an Annual
Conference during the first two days
of its session, and again on the after-
noon or evening of the last day, would
not recognize it as the same body.
For the first half of its time the
Conference jogs along at the easy pace
of about six miles an hour; everybody
who wants to speak has the opportunity,
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and the speeches are unlimited as to
time, but when the last day comes, and
particularly the last evening, everything
goes with a rush. Speakers are cut
down to ten minutes, then to five, then
to three, and after a time no speaker is
listened to at all.  The reports of the
most important committees are often put
through in the * wee sma’ hours " of the
morning, so that any discussion is quite
out of the question. A little more haste
at the beginning, and not quite so much
at the close, would be an improvement.
L
One of the most interesting features of
the programme of services at three of
the Central Conferences was the visit of
Rev. George Jackson, B.A., of Edinburgh,
who gave a most interesting account of
the mission work being done by the
Wesleyan Church in England and Scot-
land. In Edinburgh an old Methodisr
church, with a membership of 50 and a
congregation of 100, has grown into a
membership of 700 and a congregation
of 2,000, The building in which ser-
vices are held is one of the largest and
finest halls in Scotland, and every seat ie
free,  One wonders a little what has
brought the transformation about, as Mr.
Jackson does not possess many of the
qualities which usually make up the
popular speaker, but he is intensely in
earnest, and preaches sermons that give
the people something to think about.
o
The success of these missions illus-
trates the value of adaptation in seeking
to interest the people. The very fact
that religious services are held in a hall,
and not in a church, and that there are
no pew rents, appeals to the masses.
Some people are so tied down to the old
ways of doing Christian work that they
cannot sympathize with any evangelistic
efforts that are not carried on in a
church., The motto of the Forward
Movement in the Old Country, said Mr.
Jackson, is * Church or no Church, the
people must be saved.” Our Canadian
Methodists at the Conferences said
“amen” to this in modern style, by
vigorously clapping their hands.
e
One of the most encouraging features of
our Sunday-school reports at the recent
Conferences was the number of scholars
who have united with the Church during
the past year. In the Toronto Conference
there were 1,561, * Decision Day " was
generally approved, and recommended to
superintendents and pastors,
R
One of the Conferences recommended
the establishment of travelling Sunday-
school libraries. The idea is for five or
six schools to unite and purchase 100
books, each list being different from the
other, Bach school to have the use of
the books for one year, and then ex-
change them with one of the other
schools. The plan seems feasible.
LR

The Sunday-school reports of both the
Toronto and Montreal Conferences re-
ded the h of normal
courses of study for our Sunday-school
teachers, with examinations and diplo-
mas. The proposal is an important one,
which will doubtless be carefully con-
sidered by the General Conference. The
number of persons who can be induced
to take such a course is usually small,
but doubtless great good comes from the
systematic study. It should be the am-
bition of all Sunday-school teachers to
make themselves as efficient as possible.
sene

At the Montreal and Toronto Confer-
ences, Rev. G. W, Kerby, B.A., spoke ear-
nestly on “The Young Man Problem,”
and urged the formation of “ Young
Men's Brotherhoods,” which would afford
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opportunities for putting young men to
work, and arouse an interest in better
things among them, by appealing to their
physical, mental, and spiritual life. The
matter was sent on to the General Con-
ference, the opinion being expressed that
nothing should be done that would im-
peril or weaken the Epworth League.
L

An unusually large number of young
men have been elected as delegates to
the General Conference by the ministers,
Of the 24 members from the Toronto Con-
ference, 11 have never been to General
Conference before, while 7 of the London
Conference delegation will enjoy their
first experience of attendance at the
chief court of the Church. There are,
however, enough of the old veterans to
keep these young colts from running
away with things.

LR

Dr. Briggs, in his report, said that the
Sunday-school papers of our Church have
a combined circulation of 296,016, an in-
crease over the preceding year of 9,643.
A large part of the amount given by the
Book Room to the Superannuation Fund
comes from the profit on these publica-
tions, and it would be a good deal larger
if all our schools patronized our own in-
stitution. What would be thought of a
man who was partner in a big store, and
did his own purchasing at a rival store ?
This is just what is done by Methodisis
who *send across the line"” for their
Sunday-school supplies.

L

In the discussion on Book Room affairs
in the Toronto Conference, the fact was
brought out that our Publishing House is
a union establishment, and pays the best
of wages to its workmen. This is right.
No one would want to see the grant to
the Superannuation Fund increased by
cutting the wages of the printers.

LR

It is a fine idea having an hour's re-
ligious service at the beginning of the
Conference each morning. It ensures a
good attendance for the religious exer-
cises, and makes the Conference more of
a spiritual inspiration than it would
otherwise be,

L

President Allen, in his opening re-
marks, said that a Methodist Conference
ought to be as dignified and orderly as
the British House of Commons. He pre-
sided with grace and ability, but the
Conference itself scarcely realized the
standard set up by its president.

X 4R

Dr. Cleaver expressed the opinion that
the remarkable growth of the Methodist
Church was due largely to her itinerant
system, He thought other churches
would adopt it, only they were afraid of
it being said that they “ were copying
the Methodist.”

L

Dr. Carman advised all our people to
cease all small bickerings and conten-
tions, and take hold of the prohibition
contest in earnest, so that a vote that no
Government would despise wounld  be
polled in favor of prohibition on Decem-
ber 4th. Good advice!

LR

Greetings from other denominations
was a pleasant feature of several of the
Conferences, At Woodstock, Rev. J. C
Farthing, rector of the Anglican Church
in that city, was introduced to the Con-
ference, and said some kindly things, re-
ferring with regret to the uncharitable
utterances of a Church of England min-
ister in Ottawa in reference to Method-
jsm. He said that this man gpoke only
for himself, and did not represent the
general feeling of his Church. By the
way, the action of this Ottawa man
shows how narrow and bigoted even
preacher may become.

—7— -
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A Methodist Conference is a patriotic
body of men. Scarcely had Dr. Carman,
at Toronto, got well into his references
to peace in South Africa, when some one
struck up the National Anthem, and the
General Superintendent had to wait
while the ministers and laymen lustily
sang * God save the King.” Everybody
felt that it was a very appropriate thing
to do. Loyalty and religion are very
closely associated.

T

At three of the Conferences jubilee ser-
mons were preached by. veterans of the
Cross, Rev. Dr. Dewart in Toronto, Rev.
Dr. Wakefield in Woodstock, and Rev.
Dr. Cade in Napanee, told of the progress
of Christianity and of Methodism during
the past fifty years. None of these aged
brethren spoke of the former days as oet-
ter than these, but there was a bright,
optimistic ring about their utterances
that was very refreshing.

* .

Judging from the result of the discus-
sion on the rules in reference to the amuse-
ment question, in the various Confer-
ences, the General Conference wounld save
much valuable time by leaving the ques-
tion entirely alone.

The returns of the Epworth League
have not yet all been received. The To-
ronto Conference lLeagues show an in-
crease of 400 in membership. This, of
course, will be offset by some decreases
elsewhere, but we are hoping that when
all the figures are collated there will be
some advance.

LR

There seems to be good hope for St.
James' Church now, judging from the re-
port presented by Rev. J. W. Graham,
who made a speech that warmed the
hearts and stirred the blood of all who
heard it. Let the circuits which have
failed to raise their amounts take hold of
the work energetically, and it will cer-
tainly be a “go."

LR

The Nipissing District has a “8t.
James case” of its own. A small mission
church has a debt of $500, which to the
little band of people there is just as seri-
ous an encumbrance as the heavy liabili-
ties in Montreal. The Conference show-
ed its sympathy by taking up a subscrip-
tion, realizing about ¢ which will be
greatly increased by contributions from
city friends who were not at the Confor-
ence

Advertising.

Advertise the work of the church.
Shame on the Christlans who do not
show as much enterprise in trying to get
the world to buy the wine and milk and
gold of the Gospel as they do in trying
to dispose of shoes and sugar.

How are people to know that Mr.
Smith has something extraordinary in
dress goods if he does not let people
know about it through the newspapers ?
How, indeed ! The man who advertises
a good article is a public jenefactor 9
well as an enterprising fellu v.

But how are we to advertise a church ?
There is an idea in the minls of some
that it is not, to say the leas: of it, dig-
nified to attempt to push the claims of
the church of Christ before the world.
And yet one has only to study the his-
tory of the apostolic church to discover
that he is mistaken, While Peter and
Paul and Barnabas did not use the daily
papers, there is only one evident reason
why they did not.

Let us advertise tie church by word of
mouth; talk it up; bring the subject into
your conversation. When you meet your
friends in a social or business way, have
something to say about the church.
Bubble over a little about its privileges
and fellowships. Let us not forget to
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use the newspapers. The acter who
could have the announ ent of his
Sunday sermon in the newspaper, and

doesn’t, is certainly not as anxious as
he ought to be to reach the public,
Often one who belongs to what we call
“the floating element,” says, "1 always
look in the newspapers lo see what the
speakers are to speak about on Sunday,
and if there is anything that seems worth
while, 1 go to church.” This may
seem very unworthy, it is true, yet isn’t
it the floating fish, after all, that we
ought to be anxious to land ?

Again, our city papers circulate largely
through the rural districts.  The man
or woman who comes occasionally to the
city is apt to seek out the church of
which he has read in the newspapers. A
young woman who had been carefully
brought up gave it as her excuse for at-
tending the theatre when she was in the
¢ity, that she had read so many adver-
tisemente of (nem that she was curious
to go and see what they were like, I
was about to say, let us not allow the
children of the world to be wiser than
the children of light, but if we live under
a bushel, are we the children of light
after all ?—Lookout,

Galilze.

The following lines were composed by
the Rev. Joseph Philp, B.D., while sitting
on the prow of a fishing boat, sailing
from Tiberias to Capernaum, Bethsaida,
and the Plain of Gennesaret on the morn-
ing of April Gth, 13%3. He wrote them
for his Endeavor Soclety in London and
they sang them on his return.

How sweet to me thy rippling waves
O blessed Galilean sea!

How hallowed are thy memories,
Which steal from out the past to me!

My Master's Sea! He from above
Came down to earth our souls to meet,

Courting thy shoves; and thou didst love
To bring Him food and kiss His feet.

Thy storms are calmed by flim; He trod
Thy waves, oft restless, at His will,
And reconciling men to God,
He gave sweet peace and

still.

they were

Ilehind that mount across the flood
He fed the hungry multitude;

On Hattin's heights, where late we stood,
He spake each rich beatitude,

On this lone peak He often prayed
And pleaded all the long night through;
And for the Father's coming stayed,
That He the Father's will might do.

Close to this plain, with flowers adorn,
In chosen parables He taught,
Wh *h made men wise who wished to
learn
And sct the worldly wise at naught.

That palm tree on the western shore,
Magdala shows where once she lived,
Who. much forgiven, did love the more,
And showed by deeds how much she

loved,

tiere is the sight, if one can tell,
Where stood Capernaum so dear,

Once high as heaven, now low as hell,
And no one left to shed a tear.

O Jesus, Saviour! Christ, our King!
We Thy commandments will obey:
An? loving tribute daily bring
¥or lessons taught on Galilee

Chorus.

0 Ga'ilee ! Sweet Galilee !

Whese Jesus loved so much to be;
0 Galilee ! 8. Galilee !

Come sing thy song again to me,




212

S

%*@%\v Bk ek 363@
&  JFrom the Field. §>
AU W*Wﬁ@@'@“@@

The Evergreen League.

We are pleased to present to our read-
ers a photograph of the officers of the
Thornhill Epworth League of Christian
Endeavor,

This League is now entering upon its
twelfth year, and during that time has
not taken a vacation, so it might be
called the “ Evergreen League,” but not
green, for it is a vigorous, prosperous,
and happy society, The president has
held his present position from the be-
ginning of the League's existence, and to
him is due very largely the past and
present success A more efficient and
painstaking president but few Leagues
have. The League cannot boast of a
large membership, having but forty

JOWRS, V. Kraw
Organist

to the support of the district missionary,
Rev. Dr. Large, of Bella Bella.

The pastor takes a lively interest in
all the League's work, and is ever ready
to give a helping hand and an encour-
aging word. He feels that the League
is a source of strength and comfort to
him, and tries to be present at all its
meetings for the sake of the inspiration
he may receive and give,

Forging Ahead.

Hitherto we have been unheard from
in the columns of The Era. We promise
to amend. Our “ Zion " is the only rural
appointment on the Durham Circuit, be-
ing situated eight miles from that grow-
ing cement town, and midway between
the Rocky and the Big Saugeen. A mile
away is the beautiful Hayward's Falls,
and a few rods from it the noted natural
Lime Kiln, Part of our country is rug-
ged and stony, but good farming land in-
tervenes. Our League was organized ten
years ago, by the Rev, A, K who
was beloved by old and young. has

Birks,
It

E. Cu
tant Organis

M. DICKENSOS,
Secret

Muis, Jas, Mok Mit. A E. ML PrARSON Rev. F. C. KEaw Mt D, Jawes,  Mus, Jas, Prinsox
Third Vice-President Recording Secretary Honorary President President First Vice-President
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members, with an average attendance of grown steadily, but during the past two
about thirty, years has made marked progress under
The social side is eultivated chiefly by the presidency of Miss Annie Jardine,
visiting and entertaining neighboring whom neither snow, storm, rain, or mud
Leagues In the summer months jce- prevents from being present, though she

cream socials are held, not on the League

night, and in this way the treasury is re-
nished
he literary part, while not made spe-
clally prominent, yet has not altogether
been neglected.  Frequently excellent
paper e prepared and read, which
afford intellectual stimulus.
» Christian Endeavor Department is
what is specially emphasized, and from
ich the best and most lasting results
are expected. The assigned topic is
taken up nearly every League evening.

The Bible is the chief study.
» consecration meetings, usually con-
ducted by the president, are spiritual and
profitable One feature of interest and
promise is the large number that take
part in our meetings, making a variety
that is both interesting and enjoyable,
Last, but not least, there is a strong
missionary spirit. The vice-pres nt of
this department is enthusiastic and most
faithful in her work. The sum of
dollars is annually contributed

twenty-five

Gifted in-
also, the quali-

has nearly two miles to come.
tellectually, she possesse

ties of good tact, perseveranc nd the
happy faculty of winning membe Our
membership now is sixty-four, of which

fifty-one are Active member Twenty-
t have been added since last Novem-
ber argely due to the spec
held last October by the Rev
Smith and wife. It is not necessary
us to state how popular Mr. and
Smith are with our young people.

reputation is widespread

for
Mrs

The
During the

winter we held two most successful con-

certs, The first, “ A Night with Tenny-

son;" the second was even more succes
1, “0old " in song and story

"Twas stirring. ch department is well
developed, The C. E. Department has
more than once filled the stor's place,
most ably. We have a Sunday evening
service, also, under its charge, and every
Thursday evening The Missionary De-
partment, under Mrs. Thos. Cook, raised

$15 during the past year for the Forward
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Movement. Rarely is the table in front
of the pulpit but it has several vases of
wild or garden flowers, or in winter, rare
designs in moss and evergreens. It adds
to the service, and helps to draw. The
Floral Committee are workers,

The Era is becoming more appreciated
by our young people, and each period of
renewal adds to the number of subscrip-
ers here. It is certainly one of the
brightest and most progressive Church
papers that we have ever perused. May
't continue its good work,

R. T B

Interesting Lecture.

On Thursday evening, May 15th, a very
Interesting and instructive literary meet-
ing was held by the Epworth League of
London Road W Methodist Church, on
Camlachie Circuit. A special feature of
the programme was a lecture on “ The
Greatest of Modern Statesmen—Lord
Salisbury,” by Rev. R. Smith Baker,
B.A, Mr. Baker gave a brief sketch of
this honorable statesman from his birth
to the present day. Although he is ad-
vanced in years, he is able to conduct his
work in a very creditable manner as Pre-
mier of England. The speaker gave the
audience to understand how Lord Salis-
bury helped to build up the British Em-
pire.  All those who attended this meet-
ing know more about English history
than before. This lecture has been de-
livered in Halifax, Toronto, and other
cities, and is an eminent success

A Circuit Convention,

On Sunday,
day, the Rev. F.
Stephenson, M.D.,
to the different congregations on the
Florence Circuit, and on Monday a very
successful Epworth League Convention
was held at Florence, in which the six
Leagues of the circuit were well repre-
sented, and one from each League gave
an excellent paper on the subject as-
signed. A report of each League for the
year was given, which showed that over
one hundred dollars had been raised for
the Forwar Movement for Missions.
God's presence seemed especially near,
and the subjects were very interesting
and inspiring. That enthusiastic mis-
sion worker, Dr. Stephenson, gave an ad-
dress on mission work in the different
countries, and we are sure the people of
Florence Circuit went home feeling more
interested in missions than ever before.

League
and Dr.
preached

May 11th, being
F. E. Malott, B.A.,

of Toronto,

Prosperous Leagues.

motto, “Look up, Lift up,” * For
Christ and the Church,” has not been
lost sight of by the young people of the
Cainsville Circuit, as they have sought

The

to make progress in the Master's service
during the past year. The Cainsville
League can report that some of its As
sociatel members have become Active
members, and have united with the
Church; that a Reading Circle was

conducted with much profit during the

winter season; that the givings to the
Forward Movement for Missions have
increased by $8.00, making a total
this year of and that a large
of the proceeds of a very suc-
ful “At Home” was devoted to
assist the unmnml\ Board. Following
an Anniversar y of much intere
and spiritual uplifting, when the K

J. M. Wright, Brantford, rendered

splendid service,

of
the pleasant event just

referred to took place on May 12th. Rev.
Dr. W. F. Wilson delivered his cele-
brated lecture, “ Something Everybody

Wants,” in his own inimitable style and
to the great delight of all, and the sweet
singing of the Brantford Y.M.C.A. Quar-
tette, as well as that of the church choir,
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was highly appreciated. The enthusiasm
aroused by the lecture and music was
soon brought down to normal pitch by
a generous supply of ice cream. A pros-
perous Junior League has also been
organized, and many of the boys and
girls are striving to live Christian lives.

At Brant Church an Epworth League
of C. E. was organized last August with
the junior pastor as president. Since
that time much interest has been mani-
fested in the meetings, and the member-
ship now numbers 42, 12 Active and 30
Associate, A short time ago a series
of special services was held under League
auspices, and five of the members chose
the best Friend as their own personal
Friend and Saviour. Toward the sup-
port of Rev. W. W, Prudham in Japan
this League raised the sum of $14.37 in
just part of the year.

Salt Springs League has had a some-
what broken year on account of the de-
struction of their church, yet the young
people are not discouraged, as is evi-
denced by the fact that their missionary
givings exceeded by over $5.00 those of
last year.

Appreziate! Their Work.

The Executive Committee of the St.
James' Church Epworth League, Mon-
treal, passed a resolution at their annual
meeting expressing high appreciation of
the work of Messrs. Kerby and Turk in
their church recently. The following is
an extract:

“When we, as a League came to the
close of the ecclesiastical year, and
looked back over the progress of the
work in our League, we have only feel-
ings of gratefulness, and thankful for the
stimulus which has been given to us
through the instrumentality of your con-
secrated efforts, Our membership has
had a marked increase. The spiritual
life of our members is sensibly deep-
ened. We desire to assure you of our
prayer that God will abundantly bless
you in your labors, and that many souls
may be brought to a knowledge of our
Saviour.”

All Active.

The president of the Kingsville League
reports that their committees are " all
active, and doing their work well.”
This League has, during the past year,
paid $40 towards the expenses of heat-
ing and lighting the church, and raised
$35 for the missionary fund. In addi-
tion, they have purchased a fine new
piano, which is all paid for with the ex-
ception of a small amount.

Live Junior League.

A Junior League was organized at
Kirkton about new year's, and has at pres-
ent a membership of eighty-two, fifty of
whom are members of the Mission Band.
Meetings held every Saturday afternoon
are well attended. A birthday box is
one feature. Three missionary, three
consecration, two literary and two tem-
perance meetings have been held. Watch
Tower at missionary meetings. A splen-
did staff of officers in charge.

“Taking Part.”

One of our workers in the St. Thomas'
District writes as follows: “ Some time
ago you asked leaguers through The Era
to give methods of treating League topics
attractively. In our League at Mount
Salem we find it most effective to divide
the subject between two or three or four
members for essay or address, thus in-
ducing as many as possible to take part.
This mwakes more interesting meetings
than when all the speaking is done by
one member."”
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Raised More Than Expec'ed.

At the annual meeting of Orangeville
Epworth League it was reported that
there are now 102 members, nearly half
of whom are Active members, and 62 in
our Junior Society. Both Leagues have
had @ large increase in membership.
This year the Missionary Committee
purposed raising $100 to help support
Rev. Mr. Steinhauer, of Morley, Alberta.
All our members were rejoiced to hear
that their efforts had resulted in $117.50
being given for this cause. Our C. E.
Committee have been very active during
the past winter, having held 43 cottage
prayer-meetings since last November.

An Epworth League O:togenarian.

A correspondent writes: I would like
to tell you of one of our honorary mem-
bers, the late Mrs. Patton, of Carlisle,
who, though eighty-two years of age,
was young and full of zeal in League
work. Until stricken with paralysis, her
place was never vacant in l.eague, and
when laid aside she would always re-
member roll-call night, and send her
verse of Scripture. Her love for Christ
and His Kingdom never slackened. She
read her Bible through often; her hymn-
book was her constant companion, and
having committed to memory a great
number of the hymns, would recite them
and other selections when requested, with
great fervor and pathos. She loved to
read the books of the " League Reading
Course,” and would converse about
them. One poem she recited a great
many times, which was a blessing to
many, and might be to more if you
would Kindly reprint.

God would never have sent you the dark-
ness

If He felt you could bear the light,
And would not cling to His guiding
hand
If the way were always oright,
You would not care to walk by faith
Could you always walk by sight,

'"Tis true He has many an anguish,
For your sorrowful heart to bear,
And many a cruel thorn crown,
For your tired head to wear,
He knows how few would reach heaven

at a
If pain did not guide them there.

So He sends you the blinding darkness,
And the furnace of seven-fold heat,

'Tis the only way, believe me,
To keep you at His feet,

For ’'tis always so easy to wander
‘When our lives are glad and sweet,

Then nestle your hand in your Father's
And sing, if you can, as you go,
Your song will cheer some one behind
you
Whose courage is sinking low.
And—well—if your lips do quiver
God will love you the better so.

A Great Aaniversary.

One of the greatest Sunday-school an-
niversaries the Editor of this paper has
ever had the privilege of attending was
held at the Ebenezer Church, on the
South Darlington Circuit, Bowmanville
District, on Sunday, June 8th. The sur-
rounding country for many miles is popu-
lated with Methodist people almost ex-
clusively, and it seemed as if they were
all at Ebenezer for the afternoon ser-
vice. The church and lecture-room
were both crowded to their utmost capa-
city, and many could not get in, It is
estimated that there were not less than
200 horses tied in the sheds and to the
fences surrounding the church, On
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tendance was about as large as on Sun-
day. This anniversary is held on the
same date every year, and is regarded as
the great event of the season, Old
friends of the school from long distances
come to attend the services, and renew
acquaintances of other days, The Sun-
day-school of Ebenezer Church, under
the able superintendency of Mr. R. E.
Osborne, is in a healthy condition, and
has an unusunally fine staff of officers and
teachers,

Fine Increase.

Rev. C. L. Bates, M.A,, who is going
to China as the missionary representa-
tive of the Ottawa District, reports that
this district has made fine progress in
the missionary department during the
past year. A recent meeting of the
Leagues in Dominion Church showed
that there will probably be an increase
in the givings from $500 to $1,000 dur-
ing the coming year, Mr. Bates says
that Dr. Rose, the chairman of the dis-
trict, is heartily in sympathy with this
“Forward Movement,” and gives it his
active assistance, It is largely through
his co-operation, and the very efficient
work done by the missionary vice-presi-
dent that so much has been accom-
plished.

Work~ -Among the Indians,

The Evangelistic Committee of the Ep-
worth League among the Indians at Port
Simpson, B.C., seem to have been active,
judging from the following interesting
letter @

Dear Mr. Editor,—It is now twelve
months since we wrote you as a League.
As usual we went away with the people
to Naas River, leaving here on the 10th
of March, and taking up our abode at
Red Bluffs. We will tell you of our en-
deavors there, From the very first we
knew that the good Lord was with us,
and felt the Spirit very near.

The weather was very cold, and our
houses at that fishing camp are not at
all warm, but in our hearts the fire was
kept burning.

This year our missionary sent with us
a young man, Robert Tait, to take charge
of the services of the little church there,
and we felt in duty bound to work in
harmony with him, which we did, al-
though some others took pleasure in
opposing him, because their hearts were
not right with the Church which brought
them to the light, We refer to the Band
of Workers who are not backward in pro-
fessing their opposition to the Church.
This year they went so far as to say that
the Society had no aunthority at that
camp, for they had built that church
themselves. This is very painful to us,
for our motto is: * For Christ and the
Chureh.”

Another difficulty we had to face was
an epidemic of smallpox on the Naas,
which for some time prevented us from
going up the river to associate with our
fellow leaguers or preach the Gospel to
the heathen, However, we kept our
lights burning, sometimes going over,
under the direction of the Christian En-
deavor department, to a camp across the
river called Canaan, at other times doing
all we could to encourage all the Chris-
tians at home.

On the 13th of April the guarantine
was raised, and early on Sunday morn-
ing, about seven o'clock, all the leaguers
‘were up and astir with their Bibles,
badges, and uniforms. They were soon
in the canoe and off, singing: *“ Take up
thy cross and follow Jesus, now;"” “Come,
sinner, come, he calls to-day.” We had
a head wind and ebb-tide, and soon ran
aground the sand bars. The women had
to jump into the water, while the men
carried the 50-foot canoe over the sands.

Monday afternoon the enter was
held in the church, followed by a tea,
and a lecture in the evening. The at-

We sur d all difficulties, and be-
fore reaching the bay the captain sug-
gested that we have a season of prayer
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in the canoe, which we d'd, and then we
sang: “ Are you coming o Jesus, Out of
darkness into light," etc

We left the canoe then, and our brother
leaguers let down a laader nearly thirty
feet long, up which we climbed to the
top of bank. We then went into the
Methodist church and waited there until
time for the first bell, and then we joined
the Lak Kalzap League and marched
through the entire camp, after which
the chairman of the Evangelistic Com-
reached in the open air from the
Speak unto the children of Israel
that they go forward.” We had a good
meeting outside, and the hearts of the
people  who crowded about us were
moved, some “Amen," others
“ Praise the Lord,” and all stirred up
for the day. We then went into the
church, and the friends asked one of us
to preach; and another text was opened:
“ Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” The effect
was immediate, and no less than seven
men and women made a start for heaven.

After the meeting closed the people
tarried to sing praises to God for His
blessing in the service,

We then left and returned to our canoe
and down the river about five miles to
our own camp.

In all our endeavors we realize that
we have the prayers of the chiefs and
the Church in the far east to which we
belong, and whose endeavors have
brounght us to the light and life of Christ,

Our missionary encourages us both in
word and work, and we pray that he may
not grow weary in teaching us the word
which quickens our hearts and lives, in
Christ.  We hope ever to labor in unity
with him and the Church, ever treading
in the footsteps of Him who labored and
the lost.

Yours in His service,

George Scott, 1st Vice-President; Jas.
Hayward, Mark Wright, Evangelistic
Committee,

L]

A Christian Soldi:r.

A brass tablet has been erected to the
memory of Charles Napier Evans in the
Town Hall, Port Hope. At the unvell-
ing exercises, recently, Rev, E. B. Lance-
ley, pastor of the Methodist Church, Port
Hope, after referring in eloquent terms
to his heroism, paid the following tribute
to the young soldier's Christian charac-
ter . “Charles Evans was a Christian,
He early learned to pray and to trust in
God his Saviour, He was a pupil in the
Methodist Sabbath-school in this town.
He soon became a teacher, and then a
Sabbath-school superintendent in the
town of Amherstburg, Ont. His brother
Willlam, who went with him to the
front, said to me a few days before he
left : “1 do not believe that the vicious
and unbelieving should thrust themselves
into the midst of this danger. They are
not prepared to die. 1 give myself to it
not only for my country's sake, but my
faith is strong in God, and if 1 must fall
before the bullet, my friends will know
that I have gone to heaven.' His brother
Charles possessed the same true spirit,
His father told me of a letter received
from the General Secretary of the Y. M.
C. A, in which a splendid tribute was
paid to Charlie for the good work that
was done for God, both in the barracks
at Halifax and aboard ship, among un-
godly comrades. This brings the richest
kind of consolation to wounded hearts,
From the lonely grave on the African
veldt, from the brazen monument in
your Town Hall, from the plaster statue
in the Department of BEdueation, To-
ronto, will be heard the message of the
courage, fidelity, and abiding faith of
Charles Napier Evans, when we all have
passed away, May we like him Be able
to say at life's close: ‘1 have fought a
good fight, henceforth there is laid up

r me a crown.'"”

Gone to British Columbia.

The gold medal presented for competi-
tion among the students of Victoria Uni-
versity by the late Senator Sanford for
honors in philosophy, has been awarded
this year to Mr. Thomas Green, B.A., of
Toronto.  Mr. Green left on June 17th
to take charge of a circuit in Phoenix,
British Columbia. Mr. Green was teacher
of the Bible-class in Bathurst Street Sun-
day-school. On Sunday, June 15, he was
presented by the friends there with a
purse of $30, and preached in the
evening to a large congregation. The
pastor, Rev. J, E. Starr, stated that Mr.
Green was the first young maa that had
gone forth from that church as a pro-
bationer for the ministry. At the even-
ing service, Mr, J. R. L. Starr, LL.B., Sun-
day-school superintendent, Mr. Michael,
and Mr. Davidge spoke in complimentary
terms of * Tom " Green,

Just a Line or Two.

The Shedden Circuit Convention was a
Ereat success. g

A new League has been organized at
Iyndhurst Appointment, Seeley’s Bay
Cireuit.

Mr. Ed. Wilkins has been elected presi-
dent of the London City Union of Ep-
worth Leagues,

The president of the Tilsonburg Ep-
worth League sends 15 new subscriptions
to The Epworth Era.

The Crystal District Epworth Leagues,
Manitoba, have raised $227 for missions,
an increase over last year of $103.

The Fordwich Circuit presents its an-
nual reports in its little local paper,
“The Church Tidings.” Everything
seems to be prospering.

The E. L. of C. E. at Calgary won the
hanner at the C. E. Convention for hav-
ing the best and most progressive young
people’s society in the Territories,

The Inglewood League publishes a very
attractive programme for six months,
from May to October. Several literary
and temperance meetings are provided
for.

The corresponding secretary of the
League at Strathroy, in reporting the list
of new officers, adds: ‘“The year just
closed has been a very successful one in
our work."

We are sorry to hear of the death of
Miss Lena Woodill, Halifax, N.S. She
was for some years Maritime Superin-
tendent of Junior Christian Endeavor,
and an active worker, but recently has
been an invalid. She was greatly be-
loved by all who knew her.

The Book Shelf.

. By Verona Hamilton
chery Co., Chicago and New

This book is evidently intended for the
Sunday-school library, and those who
like intensely pious literature of the
“goody-goody " type so common in
libraries some years ago will appreciate
it very much, It is written in school-
girl style,

ng a Life Work. Iy Lewis Ran
Published by Eaton & Mains,
£1.00,

0 Fiske,

W York.

The young man who is undecided as to
his future calling will find this volume
a great help. The advantages and dis-
advantages of various ocenpations are set
forth with great clearness, and much in-
formation is supplied with a view to aid-
ing young people in the selection of their
lifework.  There are chapters on the
teaching profession, the minister, the
physician, the lawyer, the journalist, the
mechanic, the politician, ete.
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Herble Bellamy. By Mes Williams,  Published by
the Wor Missionary Society, Price, 16c,

A very attractive little booklet, giving
an account of the life of Herbie Bellamy,
the little boy who learned to write with
his feet, and who, though always an in-
valid, did so much for the missionary
cause. The story is an inspiring one.

Person e Louis Albert Banks, D.D
hlished by Eaton & Mains, N rk

A series of sketches, illustrating heroic
traits of character as manifested in actual
life, written in the author's usual racy
and interesting style, Preachers, class-
leaders, and leaders of League services,
will find many good illustrations for their
meetings in this book.

The Way. The Wisdom of the Age. By George A

Mitehell. Tor William Briggs, Pablisher.

This is a little booklet of twenty-seven
pages on almost every imaginable subject.
It is divided up into some fifty-four sec-
tions or paragraphs, without any special
connection. There are some good things
in it, but there is no continuity of
thought,

1. The story of the messenger hours with some of
the thoughts they have brought to Amy Parkinson,
Toronto: Williani Briggs, Publisher. 1

Miss Parkinson is an invalid, who has
employed many of her weary hours of
s.ckness in writing verses which have
cheered many others in life's battles and
duties.  She has considerable poetic gift.
The idca of this little volume is that each
day of the month brings some message
of comfort and good cheer.

"

How He Made Mis Fortune, 1y Julin A W
day-school and Pub.

wat,

The story of a brave, self-reliant,
Christian boy who made his way among
the miners of Pennsylvania. Incident-
ally, some account is given of the famous
Molly Maguires, a secret organization
which was responsible for many murders
and much oppression. Some of the
social problems that are now demanding
attention are touched, and valuable les-
sons imparted. It is a splendid book for

the Sunday-school library,

imer Blake, D.D.
ol and  Pullishing

Preachers everywhere are paying more
and more attention to the children of
their congregations. What was a rarity,
twenty years ago, “a sermon to chil-
dren,” is now quite common in both city
and country.  Anything that will help
1o make these discourses more interesting
and effective ought to be welcomed. This
is a volume of sermons for little folks
founded upon the children of the Bible,
Samuel, Timothy, Josiah, etc. The
author tells the Bible stories in a very
pleasing way,
In Black and 6

Congrezational Sun

Hoston™ Price, 81,0

The evils of gambling are portrayed in
this volume in such a way as to make a
strong impression upon the mind of
youth. The moral teaching is inter-
woven with a story of such fascinating
interest that no one will vote the book
dry. There can be no doubt about it,
gambling is ruining many of our young
men, and they should be forewarned of
its perils.  This book snould have a
place in every Sunday-school library, even
if half a dozen other volumes have to be
displaced,

. By Julia MeNair Wright. The
y-school and Publishing House,

The Methodist Times, london, Eng-
land, thus refers to Dr. John Maclean's
book, * Better Lives for Common People.”
“This tasteful little volume comes to us
from our Canadian Book Room. It is
much on the lines of our own Methodist
“ Helps Heavenward " series. We have
enjoyed this book. The style is elegant,
the illustrations are chaste, and the
teaching is sane and helpful.
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- Qavions Topics. %

A Lie Always Black.

Bishop Chandler said in his sermon in
Dallas during the General Conference,
“ Some people think a man is telling the
truth because he writes a falsehood beau-
tifully.” A lie always has the devil's
blackness at heart, and no white-coated
outside changes its Inner darkness.—
West Virginia Methodist Advocate.

Loyalty.
Many churcheg—very many churches—
suffer from lack of leadership in the

pulpit.  But far more, in our judgment,
from lack of loyalty in the pews, If
the rank and file of church membership
would cheerfully and loyally take up the
duties that properly belong to them, and
second the efforts of the minister toward
corporate religious work, the results
would be magical.—Church Economist.

Work, Rather Than Mourn.

Finish every day, and be done with it.
You have done what you could. Some
blunders and absurdities, no doubt,
crept in; forget them as soon as you
can. To-morrow is a new day; begin
it well and serenely, and with too high
a spirit to be cumbered with your old
nonsense, This day is all that is good
and fair. It is too dear with its hopes
and invitations to waste a moment on
the yesterdays.—Pittsburgh Advocate

The Gespel of Smiles,

Did you ever try the Gospel of Smiles 2
A smile is a sunbeam of the soul. It
lights up the eye and transfigures the
countenance, A frown is easier, but it
gives no light.  Open the soul windows
and let in the light, and keep those win-
dows open ; then let out that light in
smiles. A smile can scatter gloom and
silver-line a cloud. It costs little, but
it counts for much. Tears and smiles
lie near together. Dry your tears, and
seatter your smiles !—Zion's Herald.

Practical Philanthropy.

“We never have enough flowers,” de-
clared the house physician at one of the
large hospitals, “ and if people only real-
ized how they are appreciated, I am sure
we would have many more, During the
summer, quantities of garden flowers are
sent in, but in the winter, when anything
green is so much enjoyed, we receive but
few. I usually prefer to have those who
bring the flowers distribute them. Then
they have an opportunity to see what
pleasure they have brought into the ward
and it is good for the patients to see a
new face.”—Minneapolis Tribune,

Off the Track,

Several hundred persons, many of
them business men, were delayed more
than an hour in getting into the city,
the other morning, because one freight
car had got off the track, The derail-
ing of a single car was sufficient to block
the traffic of the railroad for hours. It
is 80 when a young man goes Wrong ;
he does more than hinder his own pro-
gress or hurt his own character, for he
interferes with the progress of unnum-
bered other persons. “ For none of us
liveth to himself, and no man dieth to
himself."—Forward.
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What We Need.

I' is not the multiplication of religious
meetings, the thrilling peals of public
oratory, nor a mere gaivanized zeal for
des ional aggr 2 that we
want. It is a revival of general, eager,
and chastened attention to the concerns
of immortality; a revival of faith in God
and the ordinary means of grace; a re-
vival in the closer study of the Word
and the full acceptance of its authority,
a revival of unfeigned Christian charit)
yea, a revival of the private and public
enterprises of religion. We want a re-
vival of divine power to mingle in the
forms of Christian worship, a revival of
thrilling unction to attend the preaching
of the Gospel and the utterance of
prayer, In fine, such a revival as shall
keep God and his glory ever in view, and
shut up man behind the screen of a
genuine humility.—Rev. W. 0. Cady, In
the New York Observer.

Christian Enthusiasm.

If we inquire for a definition of Chris-
tian enthusiasm, it is easy to find it in
a thousand exemplifications in heroic
lives of men and women in the service
of God and humanity.  Christian en-
thusiasm is a high and holy passion. It
is divine life in motion. It is pure love
on fire. It is faith inspired. It is hope
triumphant. It is faith, hope, and love
at concert pitch, in the swell of a mighty
harmony. It is knowledge driven by
zeal. It ig a soul at full stretch under
high and holy inspiration.

Christian enthusiasm kindles, warms,
and burns like flame, It flashes and
strikes like lightning. It pours like
great showers. It rushes like mighty
rivers. It moves onward resistently. It
plerces the darkness; bridges the rivers;
¢limbs or tunnels the mountains; shat-
ters the barricades of hell. It presses
toward the mark and reaches it.—Chris-
tian Uplook.

Too Near Eeven.

Two men were discussing the effect
of certain things upon a friend who was
not present to enter his protest—should
he desire to protest. One of them said
bluntly : “ He may get mad if we do
this thing.” “ No,” said the other, * he
ought to be too near heaven to get mad."”
There was no quarrel, because one man
lived too near heaven to have part in it.
The incident left an abiding impression
upon one man who has ever since been
restrained when he felt “angry pas-
sions rise.” Zvery man ought to live
too near heaven to “ get mad."” Listen-
ing to two men the other day, as they
were discussing certain problems, one
of them displayed a most anseemly tem-
per, said loud things, so that everybody
about them might hear; the other man
was calm, collected, spoke kindly, plead-
ingly—and there was no quarr for the
other man grew calm—it always t kes
two to make a quarrel. There are three
things every one of nus ought to remem-
ber in living in this stormy world:
“ He that ruleth his own spirit is greater
than he that taketh a city”; “A soft
answer turneth away wrath”: and—all
of us ought to live too near heaven to
get angry. But alack ! some of us are
not living close to the gates, judging by
the way the winds blow—winds of our
own making.—The Baptist Union.

Praying and Paying.

Praying without paying is hypocrisy.
There are no passes on this road, and
there are no dead-beats. Free salvation
is not full salvation. The miser that
finds it hard to give, will find it hard to
die.—Zion's Herald.
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We Second the Motion.

We move the retirement of a worked-
to-death phrase, the * Twentieth Cen-
tury.” It is responsible for a growing
gense of weariness on the part of the
reading public.  Within a few weeks we
have noticed the wentieth-century
Epworthian, pastor, church, presiding
elder, bishop, young man, young woman,

home, . Sunday-school, and Gospel.
Tuoe motion to retire the phrase perman-
ently is before the house.—Epworth
Herald.

15aring Tc; Try.

It is not merely what a man does, but
what he tries to do, that indicates his
real worth, and is an exhibit of his true
spirit. Lord Bacon proposed to have
rewards given to men who made experi-
ments in the direction of desirable dis-
coveries, because their very mistakes
might help others to final success. Or,
as an old divine says, " An ingenious
miss is of more credit than a bungling
casnal hit.” It is better to try, even
if you do not succeed, than not even to
try.—Sunday-school Times,

A Year of Disaster.

This has so far been a year of dis-
asters, Well-nigh 100,000 souls have
been swept into eternity since the be-
ginning of the present year by a remark-
able series of disasters, according to the
Chicago Tribune, which keeps a record
of such things, The list given by The
Tribune includes only those disasters oc-
curring before May 20. Before its issue
of that day was twelve hours old a
waterspout devastated the suburbs of
Covington, Ky., claiming six victims,
Since then two mining disasters have
claimed 200 more.

Ste Was Thoughtful.

Florence Nightingale celebrated the
eighty-second anniversary of her birth
last month. The things that were then
said about her effort to mitigate the hor-
rors of war do credit to human nature,
and illustrate again the truth of the say-
ing that evil is wrought by want of
thought as well as by want of heart,
Miss Nightingale was not more merciful
than others; she was more thoughtful.
It was out of her thought that some of
the rules for civilized warfare have
sprung, and to her is the credit due for
adding a new dignity to the profession of
the hospital nurse.—Youth's Companion

The Va'ue of Laughing.

Thackeray truly remarked that the
world is for each of us much as we show
ourselves to the world. (f we face it
with a cheery acceptance we find the
world fairly full of cheerful people, glad
to see us, If we snarl at it and abuse
it, we may be sure of apuse in return.
The discontented worries of a morose
person may very likely ghorten his days,
and the general justice of nature’'s ar-
rangement provides that is early de-
parture should entail no jonzer rezrets,
On the other hand, a man who can laugh
keeps his health, and his friends are glad
to keep him, To the perfectly healthy
laughter comes often.  Too commonly,
though, as childhood is left behind the
habit fails, and a half smile is the best
that visits the thought-lined mouth of
the modern man or woman, People be-
come more and more burdened with the
acenmulations of knowledge and with the
weighing responsibilities of life, but they
should still spare time to laugh, Let
them never forget, moreover, and let it
be a medical man's practice to remind
them, that * a smile sits ever serene upon
the face of Wisdom."—f.ondon Lancet.
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Great Missionarizs,

Gideon Ouseley.

One of the most enthusiastic and dar-
ing missionaries the world has ever
known was Gideon Quseley, the Apostle
of Ireland. He seemed to have a special
mission to the common people, and like
John Wesley preached on the street, in
the common, and everywhere he could
get a hearing. During his early life he
was very dissipated and indulged freely
in drinking, horse-racing, etc., but when
he was converted in 1 there was a
radical change, and he felt that he must
tell the people the good news of salva.
tion.

Being married, he could not be re
ceived into the regular ministry, but he
soon became a veritable itinerant, usu
ally riding on horseback, and go-
ing up and down through Ireland
for a number of years He was
subjected to severe persecution, as
the priests of the Roman Catholic
Church were violently opposed to
him

When he first felt his call to
preach, he seemed very inefficient,
and his first efforts were laughed
at He did not know how to
make a sermon, nor how to deliver
it, but still felt that he must
preach Then it occurred to him,
“Do you know the disease ?"

“ 0 yes, Lord, I do.”

And do you not know the
cure ?

O yes, glory be thy name, I
do."

Go, then, and tell them these
two things, the disease and the
cure; never mind the rest, the
rest is only talk.”

80" he would say, *“here I
am these forty years lling of
the disease and the cure

Gideon Ouseley rode through
the country on horseback, speak-
ing to the people in the Irish
tongue, and they listened to him
with great attention despite all the
efforts of the priests to prevent
them Sometimes a crowd of
Catholics would stand quietly
while he showed them that they
were deceived, and that their
priests were blind guides who took their
money, but did them no good

Ouseley, and his companion Graham
usually wore a black velvet cap, so that
very soon they were known as * The
Black Caps.'

In commencing his talks Gideon would
always avold antagonizing his hearers
and try to gain their attention and confi
dence,”  He would open up by telling
them that he was going to tell them
about the Virgin Mary. A voice would
call out

“ What do you know about the Blessed
Virgin? "

Just wait and hear,” was the reply,
and then he would tell the story of the
marriage at Cana, and how the virgin
said to the servants, " Whatsoever he
saith unto you, do it,” which he then
skilfully proceeded to use as his text,
urging the people to render to Christ the
same implicit obedience,

One day, seeing some men cutting
peat, he rode up and asked, “ What are
you doing, bo; o

We are cutting turf, str.’

Sure you don't want turf this fine
weather ?”

‘* No, sir, but we shall want it in he
cold days and long nights.”

“Why not cut it when you want it?"”

*“ 8ir, it would be too late then.”

In this way the preacher obtain-d a
text for a sermon on the danger of pro-
crastination.

Once when preaching in the street an
cold man gathered up a handful of dirt
and threw it over the crowd right into
Ouseley's fave. When he had got his
mouth cleaned he turned to the people
and said, “ Now, boys, did I deserve
that?" * No, no,” was the cry from all
sides, and when the same fellow at-
tempted the same thing, a few minutes
later, the people fell upon him and bat-
terad him badly.

If left to themselves, the crowd would
have listened to the missionary gladly,
but they were egged on by the priests to
persecute Ouseley in every possible wey,
When preaching in the towns he usually
placed his horse in front of a shop win
dow, if possible that of a Roman Catho
lie, so as to prevent the mob from throw-
ing stones

Ouseley seldom reported assaults made
upon him, but in 1830, at Tuam, he
wrote: “ For several years not a drop
of blood has been spilled; but last night

GIDEON OUSELEY,

I had a shower of stones, which made me

bleed a little.” Some of his teeth were
knocked out; but, as soon as able, he
went on with his discourse He had

occasional afflictions : “ Here 1 lie, in
ace, upon a bed of, 5, salutary
letion, under the care of my kind wife
merciful Father, who never slum

nor sleeps.”
In doing the work of his Master he
was In season and out of season, and no
matter where he was, constantly did the

work of an evangelist.  Sitting by a
lady, upon one occasion, he asked, “ Is
the lady next to you born again? An

almost instantaneous conversion was the
result

When he was travelling in the North
of Ireland one as he jogged along
on horseback he heard the voices of
young girls blithely singing 1d through
an open doorway at the roadside saw a
group of them in the house, employed in
*scutching " flax Ouseley, quickly
alighting, entered the house, taking off
his hat and saying:

“God save you, children.”

" Bave you kindly, sir,” was the cheer-
ful response

What is this you are doing?"”

Scutching flax, sir.”

Scutching flax! What's that for?"
“Ah, don't you know what flax is,

sl{r? " Sure, it's what your shirt is made

ot

“What my shirt is made of ! How
can that be?

“ Don't you see, sir,” sald one of the
girls, holding up a bunch of flax—which
had been partially scutched, and show-
ing Mr, Quseley the fibre. “‘That's what
Wwe 8pin into yarn, and the weavers make
the yarn into the kind of cloth your
shirt is made of.”

" Oh, I see, I see!” sald Mr. Ouseley;
“thank you, my dear. And what is all
this lying about the floor?” pointing to
the heap of chaff which lay at the feet of
each of the workers.

“Them’s the shows, sir.”

" 8hows, my dear; and what will you
make of them?”

" Make of them, sir?” and there was
a little laugh among the girls. “ Why,
nobody could make anything of them.”

" And weren’t they a part of the flax a
while ago? " asked he.

“To be sure, sir; but they're good for
nothing now, except to be burnt, and a
bad fire they make,”

"' Oh, I understand, I understand,”
sald the preacher; and then very
solemnly went on : * And, children,
dear, just so will the Lord Jesus
Christ "—and here every head was
bowed—*" come one day with all His
holy angels, and He will scutch the
world, and He will gather together
all that is good, every one that is
fit for His kingdom, and take them
to Himself; and the rest—the shows,
the chaff—He will cast into un-
quenchable fire,"”

“The Lord save us!" was whis-
pered around.

“ Amen !" said the preacher; “let
us pray.”

All were promptly on their knees,
while Mr. Ouseley, in fervent peti-
tions, pleaded for the salvation of
the young workers. Rising up, he
blessed them in the name of the
Lord, mounted his horse, and rode
away, leaving them hardly sure that
an angel had not visited them

Up to the age of 78 he continued
to preach and travel nd as a result
of his labors many were brought
from darkness into light.

He passed away peacefully, on
May 13, 1839, his last words being,

I have no fear of death, the Spirit
of God sustains me."

A Fine Programme.

The programme for the coming Sum-
mer School, to be held in Victoria Col-
lege, is one of the finest and most com-
plete we have ever seen. In addition to
announcing the services to be held, it con-
tains a large amount of missionary and
general information of great value. The
school will commence on Saturday, July
19th, and continue for ten days. The
mornings will be taken up with classes
in Bible study and missions. The after-
noons will be spent in trips to the Island,
High Park, etc., and in the evenings there
will be addresses by prominent speakers.
It will make an ideal holiday, combining
pleasure and profit for those outside
of the city. If you want to know more
about this school, send a postal card to
Dr, F. . Stephenson, 81 Czar Street, To-
ronto, and he will forward you a pro-
gramme free,

The man or woman who learns to give
in the right spirit forgets all about the
duty in the privilege, and the absence of
life's necessities would bring no such dis-
tress as to be cut off from this luxury.—
A. T. Pierson, D.D.
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News Items.

Toronto Central District gave $1,001.00
last year for missions,

Mr. Geo. Irving, whose home is at Ver-
non, P.EL, is campaigning for Leagues of
the Island.

Rev. C. J. L. Bates, who is appointed
to China, visited the Bay of Quinte and
Toronto Conferences.

The Toronto Conference Epworth
League gave for the year just closed $6,-
580.00 for missions.

Fredericton District is being cam-
paigned by Mr. J. W. Howe, of the Uni-
versity of New Brunswick.

Dr. C. Service is visiting the Leagues
of the Matilda and Brockville Districts,
which he will represent in our Mission
field of West China.

The two lLeagues at St. Mary's bave
given this year $130.00 for missions.
Stratford District is asking to be allowed
to support a missionary.

Toronto East and Toronto Central Dis-
trict Executives have both decided to ask
that another missionary be appointed to
each district for support.

A League has been organized at Mount
Horeb, and the members are alive to mis-
slons, and before long hope to have the
Forward Movement in working order.

Toronto East District gave $1,5661.00 for
missions last year. Part of this was given
to the W.M.S., part to general fund, and
the greater part for the support of Dr.
Kilborn,

Purple Grove Epworth League for the
year just gone has given $22.44 for mis-
sions. The membership is 20, 16 of
whom give systematically. This is one
more League added to the Honor Roll.

T ast fall the Executive of Windsor Dis-
trict Epworth League planned to visit
every League in the district; this has
been done during the winter and spring.
District officers are the best campaigners.

A request has come from League work-
ers in New Brunswick that Rev. R. O.
Armstrong, who is appoimted to China,
be assigned to the young people of New
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island
for support.

Rockwood League is moving forward
for missions. In 1899 they gave $16 for
missiong, in 1900 $29, in 1901 $40, and in
1902 $55. The membership is sinall, but
their givings tell of their interest in mis-
slonary work.

The Forward Movement for Misiions
is making good progress in New Erins-
wick. In Fredericton District, tlice
Leagues, and twelve Pray-Study-G've
Bands are contributing through the Fou-
ward Movement.

A Committee representing the Mor-
greal, Quebec, and Huntingdon Districts
met at the Montreal Conference to con-
sider the missionary work of the Leagues.
As the result of the meeting there is a
probability that the Quebec and Hunting-
don Districts will unite with the Mon-
treal in the effort they are making for
the support of two missionaries.
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The parents and guardians of the Ju-
nior Leaguers have been visited and
their co-operation in helping the boys
and girls keep their pledge and live out
the spirit of its teachings, has been
sought with blessed results,

“Japan through the stereoscope™ has
been much enjoyed by the Leagues of St.
Thomas District. The educational value
of the pictures to our young people can-
not be overestimated. Financially the
tour of the views proved a success.

The Leagues in Perth District are
anxious to do more for missions this year
than ever before. At the invitation of
the chairman, Mr. George Irving visited
several of the Leagues, and helped them
in or ing and ing for definit
work,

The Junior Epworth League of Cow-
ansville, Quebec, have given $6 towards
the support of their missionary, Dr. J.
C. Spencer, Bella Coola, B.C. For Home
Missions they are sending a box of litera-
ture to the Labrador Coast, and are work-
ing to endow a cot in the Sherbrooke
Hospital for poor and sick children,

The work is growing in Chentu. One
Sunday this spring, one of our mission-
aries gave a talk to the women of the
two ways, the broad and the narrow.
After the address, the question “ Which
way do you want to walk,” was asked;
many spoke up and said, “We want to
walk in the narrow way.”  After the
meeting a woman came, asking the way
of salvation.

The Leagues of the Montreal District,
through their Executive, are offering the
Mission Board $200.00 towards the sup-
port of a i y to the F' h-speak
ing population of the Province of Quebec.
This is in addition to the support of Dr.
Ewan. The students of the Wesleyan
Theological College are united with the
Leagues, and twelve Pray-Study-Give
bands pay in full Dr. Ewan’s salary, and
help in the French work.

Amherst, Nova Scotia, League has
made a steady advance in its missionary
givings. Their givings for the Forward
Movement have increased from $13 two
years ago to $41 for this yeai In addi-
tion to this the League gave $40 this
year for work they had undertaken when
the Forward Movement was introduced.
The meetings are bright and interesting,
the young men are a help to the work.
A personal canvass for missions will be
made throughout the League.

The Juniors at Westmount Methodist
Church, Montreal, are not behind the
Seniors in Missionary work. On Thanks:
giving they made many happy with a
well-filled basket. A Christmas tree for
114 children kept them busy preparing
for it, and made many other children
happy. The Missionary Committee have
raised $10 towards educating a child in
China. They hope to make this $15 be-
fore the end of June. The Juniors have
had a prosperous year under the super-
intendency of Mrs. J. H. Wilder.

Toronto West District Leagues are
working at missions, systematically, per-
sistently, prayerfully and successfully.
This year the District stands first in mis-
sionary givings through the Forward
Movement. Last vear when they suc-
ceeded in raising $32 over the amount of
+heir missionary’s salar’ they began work
Jor a second missionary, with the result
that at the end of the yeur they had paid
his outgoing expenses and his salary.
To-day they find thems :lves with $173 in
the treasury. The fir,t Executive meet-
ing for the year 1907 3 was held the first
week in June, and .he Executive decided
to support a thir? missionary, whom they
1one will he coat out to the mission field
early in the year.

——,
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The Supgort of Rev. C, J. L. Bates,
M

Undertaken by the Ottawa District Epworth League.
Mr. George Irving, B.A, of the Mon-
treal Ci has just a
successful tour of nearly all the leagues
and churches of the Ottawa District.
The Executive of the District Epworth
League have asked for the responsibility
of raising the support of the Rev. C. J. L.
Bates, M.A., who is under appointment
to China. The response on all sides has
been most enthusiastic, one thousand dol-
Jars having already been pledged, with
several leagues not visited, This result
from a district that only gave $218 from
the Leagues for the year 99-1800, shows
what a powerful stimulus 1t is to have
a definite man to support. The fact that
Mr. Bates is well known throughout the
district contributed greatly to the success
of the campaign. One especially success-
ful feature of the campaign was the mass
meeting of Methodists held in the Do-
minion Church, Ottawa, when Mr. Bates
delivered a truly inspiring address and
won his way into the people’s hearts.
At this meeting over $200 was pledged
over and above what had already been
promised by the several Leagues.

Summer Schools.

Every Conference and many districts
are taiking about holding summer and
winter schools. Soon willing workers
will be pressed into service as teachers
of different branches of League work.

The missionary question will always
be the hardest (1st) because we are SO
far behind in missionary knowledge and
methods. We have 8o ‘aw who are study-
ing the present and fi. ure of missionary
effort; (2nd) because « ich rapid progress
is being made and ¢ much is being
written that it will require much more
time and much concentrated study to

_keep up with the progress even of our

own work; (3rd) because the work is be-
coming more complex. Our country is
filling up with people who are bringing
false religions with them. We must
study to meet these strangers with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Those who wish to be ready for ser-
vice will do well to send for the pro-
gramme of the Summer School, to be
held at Victoria College, Toronto, July
19th to 29th, and study it, even though
they cannot attend the school, Some,
however, after examining the programme,
will see clearly that it offers a great
opportunity for preparation for needed
work.

Summer Recreaticn.

In the minds of many thoughtful
people summer holidays and summer re-
gorts have altogether too many question
marks written after them to keep them
free from doubt as to their value for
strengthening body and character, }or
daily duties and opportunities. Why
should this be? Is it not because those
who go to such places go to seek their
own pleasure, and those who prepare for
such visitors seek to supply such things
as will please guests? The change which
recreates is the change of attitude.
Those who work for self-advancement
are rested and strengthened spiritually
and physically when they rest from their
self-seeking and think of others. If you
have any doubt about this fact come up
to the Summer School for the study of
the Bible and missions. The testimony
Jast year was unanimous that those who
wait upon the Lord do renew their

strength; they are helped in such a way
that they are ready to go home at the
close of the school with enthusiasm for
their daily work.




By Rev. T. J. Park. M.A.

JULY 20.—“MEANS OF GROWTH.”
Phil. 2. 12.14; Col. 1. 1015

Houe Ream

Mon., July 1. Like a palm-tree Ps, 02,1015
Tues,, July Like a lily Hos. 14. 1.9
The growth of evil . . ... Ps. 90, 1.7

Builded in Him, .I‘lyh 2. 1822

Perfect Heb, 13, 15.21

1

July 19 Filled with fruit . Phil. 1, 3.1

Growth itself and means of growth are
two very different things. There is
growth in the apple-tree at this season of
the year; but the means of its growth are
sunlight, rain, atmosphere, and the nour-
ishing properties of the soil. The be-
liever has growth, or he is no true be-
liever; but the means of his growth are
various.  The topic Scripture points out
some of these means which should be
carefully pondered, so that they may be
appropriated.

A NEW CHANCE

The idea of a new chance is the funda-
mental inducement offered in Philip 3.
12-16.  The most of us long for other

opportunities, Particularly if we have
squandered those already given, and
lament it. The criminal, the debauchee,

the profligate, as well as the soul less
culpable, all unite in longing for the
chance to try again. World-life usually
denies the plea; but—wonderful grace—
God hears the prayer and offers a re-
stored opportunity, God draws a line
across the present hour and gives us all
a new chance for immortal glory.

A NEW IMPULSE

A new chance is of little value without
& new impulse.  ““ This one thing I do.”
Before it had been many things and all
unworthy, Now it is one thing only
and that one exalted. The world's work
has all been done by “ one-idea " people.
Not necessarily persons who were value-
less in all but one direction, but those
whose powers were all focalized upon
one great effort worthy of all there was
in them,

A NEW ATTITUDE

A new chance and a new impulse ac-
count for the new attitude, * Forgetting
those things which are behind, and reach-
ing forth unto those things whic h are
before.” A few things behind us we
Would not forget—here and there a burn-
ing bush or a mount of transfiguration-
but the most of the past is not worth a
second thought. It is well to forget the
discreditable past of other people, our
OWn wrongs, our own successes. It takes
a big man to forget. Little men remem-
ber and do so with exact correctness, but
ouly men made big by the grace given
from above can forget. This new atti-
tude involves the forward look. Expect-
Aucy is the dominant element in this
new attitude.  The best things are all
ahead The past has been good, but the
future ', better,

A NEW AMBITION, .

All this means a new ambition.
is a prize ahead. There is a high calling
before us.  God is beyond. Everything
worth cataloguing is in front. That ac-
counts for the forgetting the past.  Men
do not forget things by sheer force of
Will. ~ We forget some things by being
deeply absorbed in other things. Ex-
alted aims cause us to ignore and forget
less exalted aims. There is urgency
about it all, I “press” toward the
mark. No mere placid wish, but a con-

There
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suming determination to reach the goal,
That is the decisive element in the effec-
‘ive forward look, It seems to consti-
tute Paul's idea of perfection. “ Let us,
therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus
minded."”

A RETRCSPECT.

We should not wholly and for ever for-
get the past. The best way of Jjudging
and using the future is by the past, We
must cherish its lessons and correct its
mistakes. But we must not brood over
it, nor live in it. “Let the dead past
bury its dead.”  Yes, we should forget
much of what is past.

1. Past sorrows. God permitted them.
We bore them in complaint or compla-
cence.  They marked us and are gone,
God remembers them; that is enough.

2. Past mistakes. We did, it may be,
the best we knew. They are over. To
unduly regret them weakens us and may
lead to remorse. Better watch and pray
that you walk wisely to-day.

3. Past sins. We have condemned and
repented of them. We have been or may
now be forgiven, Where sin abounds,
Erace may much more abound,

" There is mercy with the Saviour,
There is healing in his blood.”

4. Past attainments. They may have
been worthy or unworthy of us, No
matter now. Let us climb to better
things from where we are. The suc-
cesses of yesterday will not suffice for
the duties of to-day. Nor need the fail-
ures of yesterday wholly prevent us from
the accomplishment of new and larger
conquests,

5. Forget the mistakes and sins of your
neighbors.  Our memory of them is
sometimes more vivid than the memory
of our own faults. How hard it would
80 with us if God dealt as severely with
us as we sometimes do with our fellows,

6. Forget the methods and conditions
of other days. We cannot live in the
days and environment of our fathers.
Cease sighing for them, and face the here
and now with faith and courage.

A PROSPECT,

While it is wise to learn lessons from
the past, yet we must with hope and en-
thusiasm look into the future. The pru-
dent man will

“Act, act in living present,
Heart within and God o'erhead.”

And still,

“Lives of great men all remind us,
We can make our lives sublime.”

The future looms up before us with
bright visions of noble achievement.

1. There must be vision and purpose,
“ Reaching forth " as the racer. The
propulsion of life is ever onward,

2. There must be strenuous exertion to
attain.  “I press toward the mark.”
Wishing, longing, sighing will not suffice,
We must seek diligently. We must
seek persistently.

3. There must be singleness of purpose
and concentration of effort. * Toward
the mark.” Take aim. Be definite.
Narrow down. Be a specialist. Do
fewer things and do them better,

4. Glowing helpfulness. “For the
prize," etc.  Mr. Barrie makes sentl-
mental Tommy say : “I wouldn't mind
working if I could only find some way of
making work seem like play.” Here is
the secret of easy and successful effort
of any kind—relish for and joy in the
work. And in what do you find such a
splendid inspiration as in Christian liv-
ing ?

HIGHER | HIGHER !

Every attainment I make in the Chris-
tian life, says Abbott, every victory I
win, every result I have achieved, is but
the call of God to go on, on, ever on.
I set before you, then, to-day, Paul's
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ideal and God's call. Whatever ethical
standard of righteousness has been
wrought in the community, God's voice
says, “Higher! higher!” Whatever
spiritual attainment has been wrought in
the church, God's voice to every church
Is still, “ Higher ! higher !" Whatever
you have achieved in yourself, in victory
over your passion, over your pride, over
your lower nature, God says, “ There is
no time to sit down and recount the vie-
tories that are past; no tme to write
bulletins, higher ! higher!”  And this
voice calls us higher, yet higher, as the
sun calls the lark, whose song drops
down to earth from his winged flight, and
the end of the ascending is the bosom of
our God.
FLASHES FROM ANOTHER FIRE,

A satisfied soul is always a soul that
does not deserve satisfaction.

To be contented ever, satisfied never,
always resting in Christ, always reach-
ing forward in Christ—this is the Chris-
tian paradox,

The Christian's goal moves forward as
he moves forward, since it is nothing less
than perfection.

Every unworthy goal we turn toward
is a barrier In our progress toward the
true goal.

If a Christian is not finding hard
things all the time easier, he is finding
easy things all the time harder.

God’s providences are moving so rapid-
ly onward that to stand still is to fall far
behind.

If“the gardener wants to obtain fine
fruit he cuts off branches and buds and
blossoms and throws all the force of the
plant into a few twigs. “ This one thing
I do.”

The leaves are all for the blossoms,
and the blossoms are all for the fruit,
Look to the show of your life only as it
forwards the substance.

A fruitful tree is not one with half a
dozen apples on it, but a truit-full tree, a
tree with branches loaded.

A sound tree will bear sound fruit.
Do not look to the fruit, then, but to the
tree,

The time to plan for good fruit is be-
fore the tree has a blossom or a leaf,

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT.

You might arrange to have three brief
addresses or papers in addition to a short
general exposition of the topie. The
subjects of these addresses might be:
1. The uses and abuses of the past. 2.
The duty and beauty of the present. 3.
The hope and power of the future, If
you have a botanist in your League, ask
him to give a brief talk on vegetable
growth and its application to spiritual
growth,

JULY 27.-MISSIONS: A MEETING IN
THE INTEREST OF MEDICAL MIS-
SIONS. “PREACH—HEAL.”

Matt. 7. 5,
Home REavINGs.
Mon., July 21. The withered hand. ...

Tues. J The palsied

Wed., J: The demoniae. ............ Mark 5. 115
Thur., Jul, he lepers . coeen luke 17,1119
Fri., July The blind man . John 6. 141

Sat., July 2. Lazarus raised .. dohn 11, 3945

Christ in performing his wonderful
miracles of healing had at least two ob-
jects in view,—to authenticate his claims
as the Son of God, and to show mercy
and help to men. All through its bene-
ficent history, Christianity has been ac-
tive and earnest in bringing relief to the
woes of humanity. And the modern idea
of medical missions is but the Saviour's
idea revived; and Christianity's purpose
exemplified. Preach and heal; or heal if
You cannot preach, and the very healing
done in the name of Christ will be a Gos-
pel sermon.
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OUR LEAGUE MISSIONARIES,

The somewhat recent plan of District
Leagues supporting a misslonary abroad
—and in many cases a medical mission-
ary—is quite in accord with the example
and teaching of Christ. The young peo-
ple of our Leagues cannot go themselves
on the merciful mission of preaching and
healing, so they do what is next best,
help to send some one else who has time
and talents for the important enterprise,
Let it be well remembered that our medi-
cal missionaries, even if conversions to
Christianity be not as numerous as we
might hope, yet are doing God's service
in relleving pain, healing disease, dis-
seminating information in physiology
and hygiene, and thus paving the way
to healthier lives and happier homes than
heathenism can possibly furnish. The
fundamental law of self-preservatiop, if
nothing more, would dictate such a
course. For so closely are all lands and
nations connected together by the modern
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is all and in all. In Christ national pre-
judices must evaporate, Their existence
would vitiate the fellowship of the Gos-
pel.  Max Muller says that Christianity
banished the word “ barbarian " and in-
troduced the word * brother.” ‘ Hu-
manity is a word which you look for in
vain in Plato or Aristotle. The idea of
mankind as one family, as the children
of one God, is an idea of Christian
growth; and the science of mankind, is
a science which, without Christianity,
would never have sprung into life, When
people have been taught to look upon all
men as brethren, then, and only then, did
the variety of human speech present it-
self as a problem that called for solu-
tion! and I therefore date the real be-
ginning of the science of language from
the first day of Pentecost.”

THE (

NTRAL IDEA.

1f our Leagues would realize the true
relation of missions to the work of Goa
in the broadest sense of send-

means of ation that the
of heathenism, arising from defective
medical knowledge are readily communi-
cated to civilized lands, and the safest
means of prevention is the work of the
medical missionary, and other similar en-
terprises., Above all, however, there
should be kept in view the highest mo-
tive for such efforts of which our Saviour
reminds us in the well-known words,
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one
of the least of these, my brethren, ye
have done it unto me.” We strive to
save the heathen, and all uthers, because
we love Christ, and because Christ came
to seek and to save that which was lost.
THE HARVEST IS GREAT.

A great stimulus to interest in mis-
sions is to take into view the number
yet unreached by Gospel truth and light.
Think of these facts, and think of your
duty in view of their solemn import. It
is said that while there is one minister
to 700 persons in the United States, there
is but one to 400,000 in the Congo, one
to 435,000 in India, one to 600,000 in
China, one to about 700,000 in Siam, and
one to 1,600,000 in the island of Hainan.
In the whole heathen world, a conserva-
tive estimate places one missionary in
the midst of 200,000 people. Even if we
were disposed to dispute the value of
these people as compared with our own
race, we do not know that it is open to
us to do so, for evidence is daily accu-
mulating to prove that the mental
acumen of many of these so-called in-
ferior races is not a whit less than our
own. If, then, the new commandment
is to prevail, and we are to love them as
Christ loved the world, we must regard
it as the paramount problem of the
Christian Church to save these numerous
peoples.  And if it be fuwther true that
the average cost of leading a so-called
civilized man to accept the Gospel is
$6.30, while it costs only ninety cents to
lead a heathen to accept him, then it
is the sevenfold duty of the Christian
Church to send the Gospel to them. Ana
consider for a moment what opportunities
for the medical missionary there must be
for healing and help amid these hosts of
the human race yet unchristianized.

HUMAN BROTHERHOOD.

The work of mercy and help accom-
plished by the medical missionary is fur-
ther endorsed by the fact of the unity
and brotherhood of mankind. All men
being brothers, then comes the Christian
obligation to extend the benefits of ad-
vanced civilization, physical, mental, and
spiritual to universal humanity.

The Bible aims at this happy consum-
mation. The Gospel unifies the races of
the earth, and gives a cosmopolitan char-
acter to every dweller upon it. Jesus
Christ is the Saviour of the world, and
in him there is neither Greek nor Jew,

nor bar-
barien, Scythian, bond nor free, but Christ

ing the truth at home and abroad where-
ever needed—every pulse of their life
would throb with missionary zeal, and
every activity of the Church would look
missionward.  All its institutions, says
a writer, would be sustained for the sake
of their mission value, and vigor poured
into them in proportion to their mission-
ary possibilities and results. Could we
but displace the narrow and -hampering
conceptions of the purpose of the Church
which are now squeezing out her very
life, and implant in cur young people
the imperial idea of the universal do-
minion of the cross; if we could but get
it into the very heart of believers that
the Church has simply and absolutely
no reason for existence except to bring
to pass the time when all nations shall
acclaim Christ the blessed and only
Potentate, King of kings and Lord of
lords; if we could do this, we could de-
velop an enthusiastic loyalty to Christ
as King, which would make all our
Church members enthusiastic and cour-
ageous for the kingdoms of God. This
is the main question, the great issue. We
must never doubt it. It must be the
supremely formative and inepiring force,
and then our Master, whose we are, and
whom we serve, shall see of the travail of
his soul, and shall be satisfied. He I8
loudly calling us to the conflict to-day.

POWER FROM ON HIGH.

The great central power, after all, hy
which we may gain success in missions,
is not physical power, not the power of
eloquence, nor the power of logic, nor
the power of thought merely, but the
power which Christ promised to his dis-
ciples—the power from on high. The
power from beneath is mighty to drag
the world down; the power from above
working through men is mightier to draw
the world up. This is the power of the
Holy Spirit, spoken of in the Scriptore,
“Ye shall receive power, after that the
Holy Ghost is come upon you”  Wait,
then, in expectation, young people, and
devoutly pray for the great gift promised
in these words; and as you receive it,
use it for the glory of God and the ex-
tension of his kingdom on the earth.
Then our Leagues shall not be in vain—
the power of God shall be in them.

WHY MEDICAL MISSIONARIES !

Medical missions need no other au-
thority than Christ’s example, for he was
the greatest medical missionary that ever
lived.

They need no other authority than
Christ’s words, for he bade his disciples
heal the body as well as the soul, and the
body as a means of reaching the soul.

Medical missions are more than the
practice of medicine. They are missions.
A Chinese official, after the massacres,
urged that hereafter medical mission-
aries alone should be permitted to go to
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China. But they are the most powerful
of missionaries.

There are two reasons : it is hard to
comprehend any truth while the body is
wrecked by disense; the healing of the
body is a proof of the love and sympathy
which is at the base of our divine re-
ligion.

SOME EXAMPL

A medical missionary in Africa re-
ceived a woman who had been carried
for three days through a country closed
to the Gospel. Four months later she
returned, walking, through the same
country; and when the missionaries
again tried to go there, they found that
this cure had opened the entire region
to them.

No one but a woman medical mission-
ary can reach the upper class of women
of India, whose secluded lives are prol
ably as sad and pitiable as those of any
women in the world.

The important friendship of 1i dlung
Chang was won for Christianity by two
medical missionaries who rendered his
wife valuable service, “Send us more
missionaries,” he said in the United
States; “ especially doctors.”

The story of the first medical mission-
ary to Madagascar illustrates the in-
fluence such workers gain. He per-
formed an operation for cataract, and the
next day they brought him a dead man.
“You can open the eyes of the blind;
surely you can raise the dead also.'—
Wells.

SOME FIGURES.

Six hundred and fifty medical mission=
aries scattered among 5,000 mission sta-
tions, each with an average population of
200,000 souls. What a stupendous task !

Often a medical missionary puts up 50,
000 prescriptions in a year, or 140 in a
day, besides all the work of diagnosis,
ete,

A single Christian hespital in India. in
the charge of three native women doc-
tors trained by missionaries, treats about
16,000 cases a year.

SOME OPINIONK.

Medical missions are perhaps the near-
est approach to Christ's mission work in
Galilee and  Syro-Phoenicia.—Alfred
Oates,

The history of medical missions is the
justification of medical missions.—En-
cyclopaedia of Missions.

Our remedies frequently fail, but Christ
as the remedy for sin never fails,—
Mackenzie.

There is certainly no such field for
evangelistic work as the wards of a hos-
pital in a land like China.—Mackenzie.

POINTS FOR THE PHESIDENT.

Probably the best hint for the president
this week is to advise him to make the
best use of the material in the foregoing
exposition, And in doing S0 incorpor-
ate as many members of the League as
possible, In the above will be found
facts, figures, arguments, motives, and
encouragement for the great work of
medical missions, and missionaries gener-
ally. Dig the gold from the mine and
bring it to light.

AUGUST 3.—“THE CALL TO
SEPARATION.”

2 Cor, 6, 14e18; 1 John 2
Home ReADINGS.

98, Dagon and God e
20, God or Baal sessinsd
), God or devils vene

. Light or darkness

) 11
Isa. b2, 11-15
Rev. 18, 1:10

Iy
Fri,, Aug. L 3
Sat,, Aug, % Comeont

The separated life is the life of holi-
ness. We are glad to claim as young
Methodists, that our Church exists to
spread Scriptural holiness throughout the
land. And what is holmess?  Well,
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the word “holy” and the word “healthy"
have the one root. So that we might
say, the holy life is the perfectly healthy
life. A healthy body is one that is in
perfect accord with all the laws govern-
ing it. And the holy life is the one that
is in perfect accord with the divine laws
governing it. This may be called the
life, as it is
from every thing that is illegal—in op-
position to God's will concerning it. In
other words, the separated life fs the

bed life from i
ence to God. It is not necessarily separ-
ated from pleasure, nor from business,
mor from any worthy activity, It is
simply and determinedly separated from
sin and devoted to righteousness as pro-
claimed in the Gospel. It is, then, a life
that is found in the way of holiness.

1. What is the way of holiness ? It is
the way in which all Christians walk, It
is not a specially reserved way in which
a privileged few may travel, It is the
great highway to high character here
and high reward hereafter, in which all
followers of Christ must be found. A
highway is a way open to all travellers—
none can be excluded who are loyal to
the crown. The way of holiness, which
the prophet Isaiah compares to a high-
way, is open to all faithful subjects of
the King who controls the road, and to
whose country the highway finally leads,
This way is a holy way, in which faith,
love, and obedi: ly exer-
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beast shall go up thereon. All these
hurtful, deadly things are in the enemy's
country, but are not allowed to trespass
upon the highway. Keep within the
road limits, and you are safe; go beyond
and you are exposed to extreme peril, It
is also a protected way, for the King's
messengers guard it, and the King's
forces surround it. *The angel of the
Lord encampeth round about them that
fear him, and delivereth them.”

4. The joy of the way. The seer of
the ancient day speaks of the happy tra-
vellers as approaching their destination,
“ with songs and everlasting joy upon
their heads.” The journey with such
company and such a leader is so pleasant
that nothing is thought of its difficulty
or fatigue. They sing the praises of
their great Deliverer, They sing on ac-
count of their emancipation. They sing
on account of the joys of their present
experience.  They sing on account of
their glorious prospects. Their Joy
abounds, and is perpetual and unfading,

5. The end of the way. The King's
highway, the way of holiness, terminates
at the home of the King. When the
Jjourney is thuse who i
unto the end shall enter through the
gates into the city, And when the pil-
grims, through all their dangers, arrive
at their Father’s house, they shall be
crowned with joy, sorrow and sighing
shall flee away, they shall enjoy the pure

e
cised, and where the presence of the Lord
is always manifested and enjoyed.

2. The kind of people in the way. The
prophet's use of the term ** highway *
(Isaiah 35, 8) had reference to the return
of the Jews from their captivity in Baby-
lon. The Lord would prepare for them
a way from their enslavement to their
freedom, from Babylon to Jerusalem.
The people who were to travel in this
brepared way were God's people, those
Who acknowledged and served Jehovah,
The “ highway " of the prophet is but
typical of the road opened and prepared
by the Messiah through which multitudes
of the enslaved and perishing escape from
their oppression, and are led into Christ’s
kingdom. The kind of people in the way
are those who were once slaves—slaves
of sin and Satan, but they have been re-
deemed by the precious blood of Jesus
Christ, rescued from the guilt of sin, and
power of Satan, and the wrath to come
through faith in his name. And now
they are the Lord's freemen, partakers of
the divine nature, sharers of the divine
goodness, and peace, lights in the world,
epistles read and known of all men, and
travellers

“Through Immanuel's ground
To fairer worlds on high.”

3. The safety of the way. As might
be expected, the King's highway is a plain
way, a safe way. To understand pro-
perly the meaning, we must think of the
old-fashioned roads hewn through the
wilderness, or raised and distinetly
marked across the desert. These roads
could be easily seen, and followed with-
out difficulty. They were both plain and
safe, so far as the course to be followed
was concerned. The way of holiness is
also plain, It requires no extensive
knowledge to know it. If there are dif-
ficulties in the Bible, there are no dif-
ficulties in ascertaining the way of life,
All the Gospel requirements and duttes
are plain. The way to pardon, peace,
and power in Christ is evident, and no
one need miss it. The only guide re-
quired is divinely implanted desire—the
leadings of the Holy Spirit. The morally
perverse, the wilfully rebellious, cannot
enter it, for “fools shall not wander
there.” The way is safe, too—perfectly
safe, if the traveller remain in it. Dan-
ger only comes when the pilgrim wan-
ders out of the way, and goes beyond
the boundaries. The “ unclean " are not
in the way; “No lion nor any ravenous

c
session of Christ for ever,

THOUGHTS BY THE WAY.

1. Bible light, (Prov. 4. 14-27.)

2. The Holy City is a fit termination
of the holy way.

3. The joy of the pilgrim is deep, con-
stant, increasing, everlasting.

4. To reach heaven, you must know
and travel the way; no one ever * hap-
pens in " the celestial city,

5. Travelling in the King's highway
gives a right to all the good things of
the country through which the road
passes.

6. The way of holiness consists in (a)
separation from sin; (b) consecration to
God; (c) likeness to Christ; (d) obedience
to the divine will,

7. Are you in the way ? Keep in it.
Turn not aside. Ever advance. Anti-
cipate arrival.  Are you not in the way?
Consider whither you are going. Enter
the road. Do not say It 1s hard. Look
to Christ.  God will help.

BE YE SEPAKRATE.

Christians must approach sin for heal-
ing, and not for infection.

Was there ever a teacher who had so
little time to himself as Christ had ?
And yet worldliness had no hold upon
his spirit,

The Christian's fine art is g0 to move
among sinners that they will feel that he
is above them—and that they want to be
where he is.

In order to win sinners it is no more
necessary to join in their sin than it is
necessary for one who would lift a fallen
comrade to fall beside him into the pit.

CHRIST AND WELIAL.

The most dangerous yieiding to world-
liness is the inward desire for it.

Discover whether your mind is * fixed
on things above” by noting the causes
of its disappointments.

Be sure of this—that if you want to
choose Belial before Christ, you will not
lack a specious excuse, Belial will fur-
nish it.

Be sure also of this—that if you choose
Christ before Belial, you will be obliged
to give up a few things, and they will
look like large things. I wonder if the
ground does not seem very attractive to
the larva as it wraps itself in the tran-
sition cell of the chrysalis,

of heaven, and the pos- -

Joy, 190248

SOME APT QUOTATIONS,

O my God! Close my eyes that I may
see thee; separate me from the world
that I may enjoy thy company.—Scriver,

Unworldliness is this—to have the
world and not let the world have you.—
Robertson.

Set not your heart upon the world, since

d hath not made it your portion.—
Rutherford.

Lift thyself up, look around and see
something higher and brighter than
earth, earthworms, and earthly darkness.
—Richter.

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT.

Show that the separated life is both
negative and positive, It is a separation
from sin; and a separation vnto God.
Have two addresses or papers prepared
on these two phases of the docirine : (a)
Separation from sin. (b) Separation
unto God. For variety's sake have a
chain-thought exercise, that is, let one
member give a thought on the topic, and
then name his successor, who will then
give a thought and name his successor,
and so on. It will prove profitable,

AUGUST 10.-“A SUGGESTION IN
ADDITION.”
2 Pet. 1. beb,

Home Reavines.

Enla ey
St :ln-u sthened
Satiafled "1 b 0 1
More and more ... L Prov. 4, 141

Christian addition—the term {s am-
biguous as it stands. It does not mean
added numbers to the Church, but added
graces 1o the soul, It is the enrichment
of the inward and outer life by the
addends of practical religion. Now,
young people, before you proceed farther
in this exposition, read with some prayer
and thought the topic Scripture. Com-
mit it to memory. It should be the men~
tal property of every Christian. Having
done that, let us resume, All life im-
plies growth, and ali growth implies ad-
dition, To death only do we attach
stagnation. On my study table at this
moment there stands a specimen of trail-
ing plant popularly known as the *“ Wan-
dering Jew.” 1 break off a section and
study it. What does the microscope re~
veal ?  That this rank and hardy plant
asserts its life and secures its growth by
the process of addition. It adds cell to
cell, and compartment to compartment,
by the wonderful machinery of nature,
until stalk and sheath and leaf gracefully
unfold, and it becomes a thing of beauty.
So the divine life in the soul cannot re-
main inoperative. Its effect is spiritual
growth and Christian addition—the add-
ing of grace to grace, and virtue to vir-
‘ue, till we all come unto & perfect man,
unto the measure of the stature of the
fulness of Christ,

1. When Christian addition begins. We
see from our illustration that plant addi-
tion is carried on by cell formation, but
the process is the manifestation of life.
A dead stalk forms no cells, and makes
no progress. The mysterious life of na-
ture operates, and the result is the addi-
tion of cells, and the development of the
plant.  Plant addition depends directly
upon plant life, The spiritual process of
Shristian addition takes its rise not in
our resolution to become good or noble,
but in the divine life granted to us in
response to our faith. Christian addi-
tion is the result of Christian life. Peter
expresses the thought in the fourth verse
of our topic chapter, where he uses the
phrase, “ partakers of the divine nature,”
as a preliminary to the moral life, Be-
lievers are partakers of the divine nature,
and one effect of this great gift is Chris-
tian development—the beautiful unfold-
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ing of the moral attributes of which the
apostle speaks : “ Add to your faith vir-
tue, and to virtue knowledge, and to
knowledge temperance, and to temper-
ance patience, and to patience godliness,
and to godliness brotherly kindness, and
to brotherly kindness charity.”

2, How Christian addition proceeds. It
is now clear that addition in the Chris-
tian sense is the outcome of the divine
life in the soul. But while this is true,
human effort counts for something, is
indeed an essential factor, for without it
the desired end could not be attained.
The young believer is to give all dili-
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4. Human soul x Faith and Virtue =
Gternal Gain.

Human soul ~ Fuith and Virtue = Eternal
Loss.

5. These Christian addends may be de-
veloped and displayed simultaneously,
not necessarily successively.

6. We may not be able, says Talmage,
to be a sum in highest ‘mathematics,
but there is a sum in the first rule of
Gospel arithmetic which we all may do.
It is a sum in simple addition : “ Add to
your faith virtue, and to virtue know-
ledge, and to knowledge temperance, and
to Jt‘empernnce patience, and to patience

gence, He is to watch and pray, re-
solvs and execute, plan and . He
is to work out his own salvation. And
in doing it, he is to exhibit much care,
skil, tactl, and judgment. He is to bring
no ordinary attention to the task, but all
his powers are to be exercised in their
proper sphere that these graces may be
in him and abound. He is to exert him-
self as if everything depended on his own
efforts, and at the same time so rely on
God as if all depended on divine aid.
“Your faith "—that faith of yours—faith
is already a personal possession, the
graces are yet to be acquired. Then set
yourself to the splendid task with a will,

3. Links in chain of Christian addition.
The link out of which all the other links
are welded is faith, not mere belief of
doctrine and biblical facts, but faith in
Christ that brings salvation, and pro-
duces change of heart and change of life.
Faith is sometimes put for the results
of faith. So here, We might suppose
the apostle to say, “ Add to your change
of heart,” to your “ renewed life,” its na-
tural and legitimate fruits, viz., virtue,
knowledge, temperance, patience, godli-
ness, brotherly kindness, and charity.
Don't be satisfied with having “ experi-
enced religion,” but go on, go on, go on !
Faith thus understood contains wrapped
up In itself all these possibilities. 3
have in my hand a small silver-plated
box. I pull a small handle, and there
issues forthwith from the inside forty
inches of tape measure. That box had
hidden contents and secret

and to dli brotherly
kindness, and to brotherly kindness
charity.”

bea{tb and bomie.i

For the Guest Chamber.

Take your leisure,

Do your pleasure:

Sing a song, hum a ditty,
Tell a story, grave or witty,
Seek a nook with a book,
Have a talk or a walk,

Or a snooze when you choose,
In the sofa or the chair,

It matters not when or where,

—Rev. Joseph Luccock, D.D.

How to Live Long.

Fix deeply in mind the grand truth that
life power rules the body, and that it
alone can cure disease.

Life power lives on air, water and food
only; all else is hurtful.

Make cleanliness your motto and watch
against filth in both house and grounds.

Few starve for food, but many for air.
Breathe deeply a hundred times daily.
Wear no tight clothing. Above all, ven-
tilate your sleeping rooms.

Beware of gluttony. If the appetite Is
dull eat fruit only, or eat nothing. Use

which required only to be unravelled to
be discovered. Faith has measured con-
tents and invaluable possessions, it has
but to be unravelled, and immediately
will appear this dazzling range of Chris-
tian graces.

ILLUSTRATION.

A stained-glass window seems, when
viewed from without the church, to be
made up of smail bits of colored glass;
yet, viewed from within, it fills the com~
mon light of day with the glory of Beth-
lehem, or of Calvary. A young Chris-
tian’s life may seem to be made up of
plain, common things, faith, virtue, godli-
ness, charity, But seen from within,
where the soul sees, and where God sees,
these common graces are crimson with
the story of the cross and golden with
divine love and heavenly hope.

BIBLE-LIGHT.

1. Where Christian addition begins.
John 3. 3; 2 Cor. 8. 18; Eph. 4. 22-24;
1 John 3. 2-3.

2, How Christian addition proceeds.
Prov. 23. 13; Phil. 4. 8; Acts 10. 35; Eph.
b.

. 9,

3. Links in the chain. Eph. 2. 8-10;
Col. 2. 3; 1 Tim. 6. 11; 1 Tim. 4. 8; 1 Cor.
13, 13.

WORTH KEMEMBERING.

1. Religion may give rise to emotion,
but it does not end there. It proceeds
to the conduct, and adds to it the prac-
tical virtues.

2. Appoint, a week in advance, elght
members of the League, each to prepare
a two-minute essay on one of the Chris-
tian graces.

3. Let all Epworth Leaguers make this
of first importance—to be living illustra-
tions of Christian addition.

no fiery but live chiefly on
natural grains, vegetables and fruits.
Never ask your stomach to chew your
food—employ your teeth. Adorn your
table not with viands, but with flowers
and smiles and kindly words.

Deformity is not awkwardness only,
but danger. A high chest will give free-
dom to breathing and digestion and help
to cure many diseases.

Thick blood causes colds and countless
other diseases, Keep the lungs active by
deep breathing, the skin by baths and
friction, the kidneys by free draughts of
waurm water, the bowels by correct eating,
and the blood will be pure.

Spend part of each day in muscular
work, part in study, and part in good
deeds to men.—New York Ledger.

Home Court:sy.

Why should we treat those whom we
love and with whom we associate fami-
liarly every day with less courtesy than
those who are almost strangers? A few
homes we have seen where pleasant po-
liteness and uniform courtesy were the
rule; but usually, the more constant our
intercourse with a person the less is the
care to be courteous. This is not be-
cause we love the strangers more or do
not wish to retain the good opinion and
love of our friends and family. It seems
to proceed rather from an almost uncon-
scious perception that the only oppor-
tunity we shall have to make a good im-
pression on strangers is by our courteous
manner in the few occasions we have
to meet them; while we feel secure in the
love of our families, and are not im-

pressed with the need for treating them
with even the ordinary forms of polite-
ness. In many families where genuine
respect and love prevail the habitual man-
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ner of the members toward each other
is such as to seem to visitors really rude.
Think over carefully your usual manner
of speaking to the members of your own
household circle and compare it fairly
with your manner toward those whom
you meet elsewhere. Perhaps you may
be startled at the contrast. If you are,
try the effect of a reasonable and easy
adaptation of your * society manners " to
the members of your own family. They
also may be startled at first, but you may
be surprised again to find how well they
will like it.—The Watchman.

The Physical Aspects of Good Cheer.

Much is sald about the importance of
being good natured if the members of a
family would maintain a happy house-
hold life. But the point is often over-
looked that good nature is not to be
achieved wholly by an effort of the will.
If one wishes to cultivate it he must do
the things that promote it. For example,
it is useless to tell a worn and tired wo-
man that she should be bright and cheer-
ful. She cannot gain that mood simply
by willing. What she needs is rest, and
a quiet afternoon nap supplemented by
the requisite volition will produce the de-
sived result. In other words, it we think
that certain moods are desirable we must
take the requisite steps to generate them.
There is no use of preaching good nature
and cheerfulness to ourselves unless we
are willing to adjust the means to the
end. The trouble with many an irritable,
cross-grained and sour member of a fam-
ily is that he or she does not take suffi-
cient relaxation. The nerves get on the
edge, and no amount of resolution will
impart cheerfulness. If you want to be
good-natured and companionable and
charming you must pay some attention to
your digestion and nerves, and your re-
quirements for sleep.

Woman in the Home.

It is small wonder that an observing,
thoughtful writer finds it difficult to see
how our modern life could go on as well
as it does, were it not for the redeeming
fidelity of the good women who stay
right in their place, and attend to the
wants of those who, perhaps, higher up
in the soclal scale, are yet very dependent
on their presence and exertions in the
home that they help to make the desira-
ble place that it is. A few ladies were
discussing their different occupations re-
cently, when one of the brightest and
most intelligent of them all said: “Well,
my profession is the very prosaic one of
h and h der, and all per-
taining to the requirements of a family;
that absorbs most of my time at present.”
And a lady with sadder eyes was quick to
reply: “The most blessed and desirable
occupation that a woman can possibly
have.” And remember that it is not only
the mother herself, but the one who helps
her, that makes home in many instances
the dearest spot on earth.—Christian
‘Work.

Happin:ss Contagious.

‘We can only give what we have, Hap-
piness, grief, galety, sadness, are by na-
ture contagious, Bring your health and
your strength to the weak and sickly, and
s0 you will be of use to them. Give them
not your weakness, but your energy—so
you will revive and lift them up. Life
alone can rekindle life.—Amiel.

Those are eloquent words by Dr. Jas.
Burrell: “I thank God, most of all, for
the influence of His Spirit; and next to
that I thank Him for the dear mother in
the power of whose prayers I have lived
as in heavenly atmosphere from my
childhood to this day.”
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In Our Lane.

There's a little gray bird in the apple-tree,
And every day
When I go to play
1 stand for a minute to hear him sing,
And | peek for the nest where the apples

And look for his home that he’s hid from
me,
Where the big, red apples cling.

And early, early, when daylight comes,
I watch the sun—
Flecks, one by one.
I lie for a moment and think how sweet
It is to live in this little street,
With a pretty bird to feed with erumbs,
And a boy next door, and things to eat.

Once mother !nld: “Who loves you true?”
idn't sa;

Just right away,
But slnod for a minute, then said : “Oh,

The cunnlng little gray bird, I guess
But I don't thlnk mother meant that ;
do you ?

Jun‘or Topics.

July 13th.—* The flowers of the Bible.”—
(Missionary Les<on.)—Isa. 35, 1-10.
Let us remember that our July sub-
ject is * Lessons from Nature” Last
week we learned some lessons from the
Trees of the Bible, and now we have
Bible Flowers. The poet Longfellow

well said:
“Your voiceless lips, O flowers, are liv-
ing preachers;
Each cup a pulpit, each leaf a book;
Supplying to my fancy merous teachers
From loneliest nool

Yes, the flowers preach to us! The pro-
phet Isaiah who wrote our lesson heard
nature speak to him as he looked around
on the trees and flowers and fields.
Jesus saw many lessons in Nature, We
should keep our ears open as well as our
eyes, that we may hear the sermons the
flowers preach to us, as well as see their
beautiful colors. Our world would be a
dull place without flowers. Their mis-
sion is to sweeten and brighten our lives,
and we hope every League in our Church
has a Flower Committee to carry sweet
beautiful blossoms to the sick and aged.
This is a missionary lesson, and we are
to see how the flowers speak to us, Let
us learn like them, first, to always face
the light. Notice them as they grow, and
their smiling faces always say, “ Look
up.” Turning toward the sun, they find
life, for light is life to them. So we
must look to our Sun—"the Sun of
Righteousness "—Christ, “the Light ot
the World,” “the life of men.” Keep

looking up to him, dear Juniors, and let
his light shine on you that you may
smile back to him as the flowers do to
the sun. So we grow towards our Lord.
Second, growing thus, the flowers teach
us of faith in God. As they turn to the
sun, 8o we turn to the Saviour, and our
very turning upward,to him shows our
faith.  We cannot live without him.
His Word is our food, and believing in
him we find sufficiency.

“Ye speak of the all-wise Creator,
Who watcheth o'er all he hath made,
And colors each beautiful flower
That blossoms in sunshine and shade.”
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“ Have faith in God.” “ Consider the
lilies.” “O ye of little faith,” Well
might our Lord say, “If God so clothe
the grass, . . . will he not much more
wlothe you." Third. Learn a lesson of
good cheer from the flowers. They get
to give. Living in the light, they be-
come bright and sweet and beautiful,
not just for themselves, but for us. So
we look to Christ, live and grow in him,
not for ourselves merely but for others.
This is the true missionary idea. Get-
ting to give. Dr. Drummond well said
“The most obvious lesson in Christ's
teaching is that there is no happiness in
getting anything but only in giving."”
This is unselfishness, and we cannot be
true missionaries without it. Smile for
others.  Let the sweetness of your life
g0 out to those around you. Like the
flowers, make all about you bright and
glad.  You will see in the Scripture les-
son for to-day that “sorrow and sighing
shall flee away” from the earth some
time. Cannot we hasten the day a lit-
tle ?  Everywhere we look, we see sad-
ness and gloom. Thorns and briars speak
to us of sin and suffering, and only as
these give place to flowers, will the earth
be filled with blossoms that tell of glad-
ness and joy. Our lesson tells of the
change to come in the earth. Let us live
for it, pray for it, work for it, give for
it, and “ they shall see the glory of the
Lord, and the excellency of our God.”

July 20th.—" The birds of the Bible."—
Matt. 6. 26

This may be made a most interesting
study. Set your League to work during
the week preceding the meeting, to find
out the number of hirds (i.e, kinds of
bircs) named in the Bible. A bright
young student will find references to
itwenty or more different kinds. Give
home-study questions, such as the follow-
ing, to be answered on paper through the
week, and brought to the meeting to be
read, e.g.:

1. W

place did God say would be-
come a waste, “a possession for the bit-
tern " (Isa. 14, 23.

2. The eagle is referred to more than
thirty times, How many of these can
you find ?

3. Where are the cuckoo and the hawk
named together ?  (Deut. 14. 15.)

4. Find some reference to the owl—"the
little owl and the great owl.” (Lev. 14.
16.)

5. Where are the owl and the raven
mentioned together ?  (Isa. 34. 11.)

6. Who lII(ened himself to a pelican ?
(Psa. 102, 6.

7. Who uld he was like a lone sparrow
upon the house-top ?  (Psa. 102, 7.)

8. Who compared himself to an owl in
the desert ? (Psa. 102. 6.)

9. What prophet was fed by ravens ?
(1 Kings 17. 4.)

10. The dove is mentioned over thirty
times. See how many of these refer-
ences you can find in the New Testament.

11. Where is the dove first mentioned in
the Bible ?

12. Where is the swallow rpl«rrml to us
a bird that chatters ? (Isa, 38. 14.)

13. Where is the dove said to be a bird
that mourns ?  (Isa. 38, 14.)

14. Who likened himself to a chatter-
ing crane ? (Isa. 38. 14.)

15. \\'here is the swan mentioned ?
. 18.)

16. Whn refers to the swatlow as build-
ing a house ? (Psa. 84. 3.)
17. Where is the peacock spoken of ?
(l Klnu 10. 22.)
. Find some refert-nve to partridge
eus (Jer. 17. 11.)

19. Find on Old Testament and a New
Testament reference to pigeons. (Gen.
15. 9 ; Luke 2. 24.)

20, at reference is made in St.
Luke to the sparrow ?  (Luke 12, 7.)

21. Where are vulture and kite named
together ? (Deut. 14. 1;

2. Where are cormorant and bittern
named together ?  (Isa. 34. 11.)
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23. Where are eagle and osprey named
together 7 (Deut. 14. 12.)

24. Where are crane and swallow named
together ?  (Jer. 8, 7.)

25. Where are swan and pelican named
together ?  (Lev. 11. 18.)

26. Where are heron and lapwing
named together ?  (Deut. 14. 18.)

Make a list of the varieties of birds
named in the above questions, and write
them on the bhlackboard. Encourage
the Juniors to learn as many of the
names and incidents as possible. Induce
your older members to write short papers
on some Bible story of birds, and in this
way encourage interesting Bible study.
Summarize the lessons of the bird% un-
der the text for the day, and show how
Jesus Christ taught a lesson of depend-
ence on our heavenly Father. (See also
Job 38. 41; Psa. 147, 9, etc.)

July 27th.—* Christ's lessons from na-
ture.”—Matt, 13. 1-8,

Our Lord taught many lessons from
nature. Some of these we have already
studied. In the lesson allotted to s for
to-day the lessons are all about soils and
seeds.  Matt. 13, 18-23 must also be read,
for here we have our Saviour's own ex-
planation of the parable. Make it very
simple, that your Juniors may under-
stand-—e.g.,

1. Seed—" God's Word.”

2. Sower—Christ himself first, then all
nre:chera or teachers of the Word of
Go!

3. Soll—Four kinds of ground named,
4. Harvest—i.e,, the results of the sow-

ing.

Around “ Seed” group the thoughts—

(1) There is life in a seed; (2) The
seed must be sown in the ground; (3)
The ground must give food to the grow-
ing grain; (4) Good harvests come from
good seed sown in good ground, making
good growth under good cultivation.
Every child will understand these points
step by step. So God's Word has life,
will grow, etc. Around “Sower,” point
out that God has given us good seed, and
has sent forth his Son and his Son has
sent forth his Servants to sow it. That
is, God has given his Word to be preached
to all people that it may be like seed
sown, to grow into harvests. Around
* 8oil " group the four kinds of ground
named, viz.: (1) “ Wayside "—the hard
beaten path through the field. The seed
will not grow there because it lies on
the hard surface to be picked up by the
birds (v. 19). Seed must be covered up
to grow. So God's Word must fall into
our hearts, not only on our ears. (2)
“Stony " ground, i.e., a shallow soil on
top of a rock. When the seed begins
to grow the roots go downward; but
soon they strike the rock, and are
parched in the strong sun heat that beats
down on them. Shallow soil is here
meant; that does not give root room and
nourishment to the growing grain. (3)
“Thorns,” ie, soil in which there are
two crops struggling for the mastery,
Every child has seen the weeds in gar-
dens and fields choking the flowers and
vegetables, Every garden must be kept
clean if a good crop of a desirable na-
ture Is to result, So with our hearts !
(4) * Good ground,” i.e., ground well pre-
pared, and well cared for. This means
work for the gardener or farmer, and it
will be wise on the superintendent’s part
to impress the meeting with the idea that
industry is needed in soul culture as well
as in the gardens. Around ‘ harvest”
point out that the result depends largely
on what we sow, where we sow it, and
how we care for it while growing. If
our hearts are ready to receive God's
Word, if we take it in, and care for it,
we shall have good results. But there
is no room nor time for carelessness or
idleness in the matter of life or destiny,
Therefore, “who hath ears to hear, let
him hear.”
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August 3rd.—* How to have a good time.”
—Heb. 13. 5.

The thoughts of every boy and girl
naturally turn to having “a good time "
during the summer holidays. What is a
good time ?  Our lesson says something
about contentment, and warns us against
covetousness. How does this apply to
the vacation season ? “‘If I were only
like , what a good time I might
have.” *She has a better time than I
have.” ‘““He is going into the country;
I've got to stay at home,"” ete, ete,, How
many complaints may be heard among
many boys and girls. Now, the first
thing our lesson teaches us is to be
“content.” We cannot all go to the sea-
side or into the country, Many have
no rich relatives to visit. Most of us,
perhaps, must make the best of things
right at home, Well! why not? “If
the best things are not possible, the best
use should be made of those that are,”
was a wise saying of a wise man long
ago. eDiscontent makes many people
miserable, and a miserable person soon
makes others miserable, too. 8o start
out with the purpose of being contented,
and don’t grumble. The lesson teaches
us, too, to be unselfish. Don't want all
the best things for yourself. Share them
up with others, So these two things
come to us in having “a good time.”
1. Be contented. 2. Be generous. 1.
Don't grumble. 2. Share up with others.
Most of the Juniors in our Leagues will
spend the vacation for the most part at
home, and there is no place where con-
tentment and generosity are so much
needed. Children can make it pleasant
or disagreeable at home during the holi-
day season, as they go around with smil-
ing faces or with grumbies and frowns.
Which do you wear ? When you have
to work, remember others have to work
harder. When it is hot, remember there
are hotter places than Canada. When
you cannot go where you wish or have
just what you want, don't complain; but
think of how many are worse off than
you, and have fewer blessings from day
to day. It is not always easy to keep
cool; but fretting means fever, and that
is an unhealthy state. You may all
have a good time if you make the time
good. Vacation does not mean waste of
time so much as change of work and
thought. Idleness is never good, and
rest does not mean ‘ nothing to do.”
Vacation 18 for recreation and whatever
helps to make us new is good for us.
Here are some good rules for ordinary
girls and boys during vacation :

1.1 will be content. 2. I will share
up. 3. I will keep clean and tidy, 4.
I will do something to makg home happy
every day. 5. I will not forget to read
the Bible, to pray, ror to worship God
and so use my time aright. In this way
I shall have “a good time,” and go back
to school fresh and strong for new study
and progress.

A New Kind ;Spclling.

Around the garden Johnnie strolled,
As happy as you please; -

He saw the pretty flowers, and heard
The humming of the BBB BB B.

He watched the busy insects, and
Grew bolder by degrees;

“Tll just catch one,” said he at last,
“That bigone I willCcCCCCC”

He made a grab and then his screams
‘Were borne upon the breeze:
He had been stung, which served him

right,
That horrid little TT T T T T."

Indoors he rushed, and there he stood
With tears and shaking knees;

His mother tied his finger up,
Which quickly gave him EEEE E E.
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“Tue Jusior's Vacarion.”

. the other fifteen ?

G.ving and Receiving.

If deeds of love you would achieve,
This one great truth you must believe;
By giving you can best recelve,

With prophet poor your cruse divide;
The little left is multiplied,
And want is kept far from thy side.

Give water with a liberal hand;
And, though a famine curse the land,
You never once athirst shall stand,

Scatter the seed across the fleld;
Expect that when the scythe you wield
Abundant increase it will yield.

Give all you have in falth that more
Will be supplied from God's own store;
Blessings will fall beside thy door.

The naked clothe, the hungry feed;
What would supply a brother's need,
Lay not aside in selfish greed.

God sees the gift before him laid;

The liberal soul shall fat be made,

The deed of love full well repaid.
—Norman Plass, in The Advance.

Kite Flying.

Kite-flying is one of the best out-door
amusements that a boy could have; in-
deed, we know a great many men that en-
joy it as much as they did when they
were young. The writer of this para-
graph is one of them. There is a fas-
cination about it that is not easily de-
scribed.  City boys have little chance to
indulge in the sport, except when they
go to the country during vacation, but
those who live in the suburbs or in places
where they may conveniently reach the
open fields ought all to have their kites.

Fancy designs of all kinds are sold in
the shops, but if a boy wishes to have
all the fun that there is in the sport, he
ought to make his own kite. Besides, it
will give him better service.

Helping the Poor.

They were two old people who lived
alone. Bro. Landon had found them
when all the churches were making a
canvass of the eity. The old man broke
rock and did such other work when he
could secure it.” But often there was
want in the home, and the good minister,
upon learning it, went directly to the
members of his Junior Society. He had
told Miss Verna, their superintendent,
that he wished to talk to the girls and
hoys about something special before the
meeting closed,

He told them all about Mr. and Mrs.
Martin, and asked what they thought
might be done for the old couple. Rilla
Wentworth, who was chairman of the
Visiting Committee, spoke first.

“Can’t we each take them something?”

“1'll take a wheelbarrow full of coal,”
said Herbert Fryar.

“And I'll take some flour,” said an-
other Junior.

And then there were so many hands up
all over the room that Bro. Landon
looked at Miss Verna in quite a helpless
fashion. She came to the rescue at
once.

“Suppose we have a pound party,
Juniors. But let us call a meeting of
the chairmen of all committees and de-
cide what will be most likely to be
needed; then divide up the articles.”

So it was arranged; and not only once,
but whenever Mr. Martin had no work and
there was need for anything in the little
home, fifteen of the thirty Juniogs in
this society furnished it. And what of
Well, they were
working in exactly the same manner for
a little erippled boy whose mother had
been ill for a long time in the hospital.
‘When the mother was able to go to work
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again and there was no longer need to
help the little boy in this manner, they
did not forget him, but helped him in
many other ways, And about that time
the Lookout Committee found some other
people who had to have some special
looking after.

Do you think, girls and boys, that it
paid to be a Junior in that society ?
And do you believe those same thirty
girls and boys could have done such work
had they not been banded together as
Endeavorers ?  Were they not stronger
because of their union ?—Lookout.

Had to Wait.

A man lived in a lighthouse, and his
little daughter was sick and ill. One
day when he was going on shore, she
asked him to bring her some wall-
flowers, The father promised her he
would, but he was sorry for it after-
wards. He tried at all the florists’, gar-
deners’, and other places to procure some,
but was told by all that it was not the
right time of the year for them. With
a sad heart he went back to the light-
house with a big packet of seeds, but no
flowers, Almost the first words his dar-
ling girl said to him were, * Papa, have
you got the wallflowers ?” He pre-
tended not to hear her, and left the room;
and as on each occasion when the same
question was asked he returned no an-
swer, his sick child turned her head to
the wall in a pet. She said : ** Papa al-
ways forgets me. Papa never gives me
what I want. Papa does not care for
me. Papa cannot love me, | will not
ask him for anything else.” Some time
after the father said to his daughter, 1
want to wheel you about a little to-day,
dear.” 8o, placing her in a bath chair,
he pushed it to one part of the light-
house, where against the wall were grow-
ing a large quantity of lovely wallflowers.
“There, my dear,” he said; “ the day you
asked me to bring you flowers from the
town, I could not procure any; but I
bought some seeds, and the seeds have
grown into those beautiful flowers. Are
they not lovely ?” Then the girl burst
into tears, and told her father how un-
kind she had been to say that he did not
care for her, that he did not love her or
give her anything. But he soon kissed
the tears away, and told her of the hea-
venly Father who made the flowers, and
the unkindness of his children who did
not trust him at all times, but who
thought him cruel, careless, unloving, and
indifferent to their wants and require-
ments, while all the time he was doing
all things well that he might at the right
moment give them exceeding abundantly
above all that they ask or think,

God Wants Us All.
God wants the hoys—the merry, merry

0ys,
The noisy boys, the funny boys,
The thoughtless boys—
God wants the boys with all their joys,
That he as gold may make them pure,
And teach them trials to endure.

His heroes brave,

He'll have them be,

Fighting for truth

And purity.

God wants the boys.

God wants the happy-hearted girls,
The loving girls, the best of girls,
The worst of girls, !
God wants to make the girls his pearls,
And so reflect His holy face,
And bring to mind His wondrous grace.
That beautiful
The world may be,
And filled with love
And purity.
God wants the girls,
—Selected.
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Conference Giving.

Conference the place to train en-
thusiastic givers. Here, if anywhere,
the grace of liberality finds ample exer-
cise, A Conference without a subscrip-
tion would be like the play of “ Hamlet "
with Hamlet left out. Nearly every year
some needy person or embarrassed church
benefits by the bounty of the brethren.
A young probationer, just received on
trial, said to an older man of the cloth :
“1 used to think that the Methodist min-
isters pressed the people pretty hard for
money; but I find that they are just as
good givers as I ars.”  What is true
of the ministers is true of the lay dele-
gates, It would pay circuits to oc-
casionally send a rich but close-fisted
official to Conference, in order that his
eyes, his heart, and his purse might be
opened

Self-Sacrifice.

Rev. J, W. Graham, of St. James'
Church, Montreal, tells a touching story
of inspiring self-sacrifice A domestic
servant, one of his parishioners, had re-
solved to spend part of the summer with
her parents in the Old Land. For this
purpose she had appropriated the sum of
sixty dollars. But when the appeal
came for money to meet the final crisis
which St. James' must face before May
1, 1903, the brave girl devoted her hard
savings to the rescue of her church.
This was, indeed, rising unto heights
heroic, The mother of Montreal Meth-
odism has a splendid record of generous
liberality, but, perhaps, its history can
show few cases of nobler self-denial

Didn’t Like His Apgointment.

Rev. Dr. Griffin, the wit and Nestor of
his Conference, regaled his brethren at
Woodstock with the following anecdote
In the old days, when the secrets of the
Stationing Committee were never re-
vealed, and when the list of stations
was read after all business had been
despatched, a brother sat beside the qoc-
tor to learn his fate and that of others
At that time, all territory north and
north-west of Guelph wa dscrabble
District, and Kincardine was literally the
“ jumping off "' place As the reading of
the stations proceeded, the brother's face
grew long, and an anxious look came
into his eyes At last this announce-
ment was “ Kincardine, James
Blank.” 1 to Dr. Geiffin, Bro.

that my name ?"
‘Sure it was ?” * Yes.” “Could

sar that it was my name ?
“Then, if I wasn't a Meth-
odist preacher, I'd go and get drunk.”

She Followed Instructions.

The wife of a physician who lives on
Fourteenth Street tells a story of a dis-
tant kinswoman of hers who was her
guest during the Christian Endeavor
Convention.  The kinswoman lives in
an inland New England town, and when
she came to Washington she spent one
night of the journey on board a steam-
boat. It was the first time she had
ever travelled by water. She reached
Washington extremely fatigued. The
doctor's wife remarked it. “ Yes, I'm
tired to death,” said the kinswoman.
“I don’t know as I care to travel by
water again. I read the card in my
stateroom about how to put the life-pre-
server on, and I thought I understood it,
but I guess I didn't, though. Some way,
I couldn’t seem to go to sleep with the
thing on."”—Washington Post,
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ADVENTURES
IN TIBET

By WILLIAM CAREY

Including the complete diary of
Miss Annie R. Taylor's remark-
able journey from Tau-Chau to
Ta-Chien-Lu, through the heart
of the Forbidden Land.

The Missionary Herald :—

There is always a charm in
learning  something about a
country and people secluded from
tlie rest of the world, and this has
been ihe case preéminently with
Uibet and the Tibetans. Within
a vory few years two or three
travellers have given us some
sketches of this country, but this
volume gives enough of the his-
tory of the people and their
religion, Lamaism, which is a form
of Buddhism, and of the manners
and customs of the people, to
make the reader feel as if he knew
much of this strange land and its
inhabitants. Think of their Bible
consisting of 1o8 volumes, each
of a thousand pages! The de-
scription of Lhasa, their holy city,
and of the monks and monaster-
ies abounding everywhere, and of
the singular customs of the people
in their homes and elsewhere—
all this makes up a very interest-
ing and entertaining book.”
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