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4

or

CONSECRATING, DEDICATING, AND

CONSTITUTING A LODGE.

L—CONSECRATION.

The ceremony of consecrating religious edifices to the

sacred purposes for which they are intended, by mystic rites,

has been transmitted to us from the remotest antiquity.

History, "says Dudley," both ancient and modem tells us

that extraordinary rites, called rites of consecration or

dedication, have been performed by people of all ages and

nations, on the occasion of the first application of altars or

temples, or places, to religious uses.

Thus Moses consecrated the tabernacle, Solomon the first

temple, and the returned exiles from Babylon the second.

Among the Pagans, ceremonies of the most magnificent

nature were often used in setting apart their gorgeous

temples to the purposes of worship.

A masonic lodge is, in imitation of these ancient examples,

consecrated with mystic ceremonies to the sacred purposes

for which it has been constructed. By this act it is set apart

for a holy object, the cultivation of the great tenets of a

Mason's profession, and becomes, or should become, in the

mind of the conscientious mason, invested with a peailiar

reverence, as a place, where, as he passes over its threshold,

he should feel the application of the command given to
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Moses, "Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place

whereon thou standest is holy ground." .

On this occasion a small box or chest is to be used as the

symbol of the lodge. It is placed in the centre of the room,

and is a representation of the Ark of the Covenant which

was deposited in the holy of holies of the ancient temple.

In the course of the ceremony this symbolized lodge is

sprinkled with Com, Wine and Oil, which are the masonic

elements of consecration, being to the mason symbolic of the

many gifts and blessings for which we are indebted to the

bounty of T.G.A.O.T.U.; for the first is emblematicin masonic

symbolism of Health and Plenty, the second of yoy and

Cheerfulness, and the third of Comfort and Consolation.

The ancient altars were thus consecrated by the offerings

of barley cake, and libations of wine and oil, and the Jewish

ritual gives ample directions for a similar ceremony.

The rite of masonic consecration is accompanied by a

prayer, in which the lodge is solemnly consecrated '^to the

honor and glory of God."

II.—DEDICATION.

The ceremony of dedicating a lodge immediately follows

that of its consecration. This, too, is a very ancient cere-

mony, and finds its prototype in the religious ceremonies of

antiquity.

Every temple among the Pagans was dedicated to some

particular deity, oftentimes to the conjoint worship of several,

while the Jews dedicated their religious edifices to the one

supreme Jehovah. Thus David dedicated with solenm

ceremonies the altar which he erected on the threshing floor

of Araunah [or OrnanJ the Jebusite, after the cessation of the

plague which had afilicted his people; and Calmet conjectures

that he composed the thirtieth psalm on this occasion. The

Jews extended this ceremony of dedication even to their

i
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private houses; and Clarke tells us, in reference to a passage on

this subject in the book of Deuteronomy, that "it was a

custom in Israel to dedicate a new house to God with prayer,

praise and thanksgiving ; and this was done in order to

secure the divine presence and blessing ; for no pious or

sensible man could imagine he could dwell safely in a house

that was not under tlie immediate protection of God."

According to the learned Seldan, there was a distinction

among the Jews between consecration and dedication ; for

sacred things were both consecrated and dedicated, while

profane things, such as private dwelling-houses, were only

dedicated. Dedication was therefore a less sacred ceremony

than consecration. This distinction has also been preserved

among Christians, many of whom, and in the early ages all

of whom, consecrated their churches to the worship of God,

but dedicated them to, or placed them under the especial

patronage of, some particular Saint,

A similar pratice was introduced into masonic institutions

by formerly dedicating lodges to King Solomon, and subse-

quently to either of the two Saints John, as the patrons of

masonry ; there is, however, neither historical proof nor any

other authentic evidence that either of the Saints John was

a freemason. The most rational mode, therefore, of dedi-

cating freemasons' lodges is to dedicate them tofreemasonry,

without any addition of patrons or of Saints.

By these acts of consecration and of dedication the lodge

is set apart as something sacred in which to cultivate the

principles of freemasonry.

Ill—CONSTITUTION.

The consecration and dedication may be considered as

the religious formularies which give a sacred character to the

lodge, and by which it is to be distinguished from a profane

association, intended only for the cultivation of good fellow-

ship.
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The ceremony of constitution which immediately follows,

is of a legal character. It is hitended to give legality to the

lodge, and constitutional authority to all its acts. It is of

course dependent on the preceding ceremonies, for no lodge

can be rightfully constituted until it has been consecrated

and dedicated.

The two preliminary ceremonies refer to the place; the

latter to the persons assembled.

The lodge is consecrated and dedicated as a place wherein

the science of freemasonry is to be cultivated ; by its consti-

tution the members then present and their successors are

authorized to cultivate that science in the legal and acknow-

ledged mode.

The ceremony of constitution is a simple one, and consists

merely in the enunciation of the fact by the Grand Master,

or his special proxy under his authority, as representing the

Grand Lodge, v/hich body alone can give this legal character

to an assembly of masons.

The Grand Master (or his proxy) constitutes the lodge

"in the name of the Most Worshipful the Grand Lodge."

By this ceremony the lodge is taken out of its inchoate and

temporary condition as a lodge under dispensation, and is

placed among the permanent and registered lodges of the

jurisdiction.

After the ceremony of constitution follows the Installation

and Investiture of Officers, whereby the officers chosen are

duly invested with the power to exercise the functions con-

fided to them.
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The lodge being opened, the Grand Master and Grand

Officers having assembled in a convenient room and opened

a Grand Lodge, the new lodge sends to the Grand Master

the following message

:

••M. W. Sir,

"The Worshipful Master, Wardens, Officers and Brethren

of lodge are now assembled at and

have instructed me to inform you that under the dispensation

which you were pleased to grant them, bearing date the

day of A, L. 58..., authorizing them to

form and open a lodge of Free and Accepted Masons in the

of. , they have regularly assembled

and conducted the business of masonry according to the

best of their abilities ; that their proceedings having received

the approbation of the Most Worshipful the Grand Lodge,

they have obtained a warrant of constitution, and are desirous

that their lodge should be consecrated, dedicated and

constituted, their Worshipful Master installed, and their

Wardens and other officers invested, agreeably to the ancient

usages and customs of the fraternity, for which purpose they

are now assembled and await your pleasure."

The Grand Lodge now moves in procession to the hall

of the new lodge, the lodge receives them with the grand

honors, the officers resigning their seats to the Grand Lodge

Officers.
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I). G. M. addresses the G. M.:

"M W Sir :-A number of brethren, duly instructed in

the mysteries of freemasonry, having assembled together at

stated periods for some time past, by virtue of a dispensation

granted them for that purpose, do now des>re to l>e consti-

tuted into a regular lodge, agreeably to the anc.ent usages

and customs of the fraternity."

The W M. presents the dispensation and the minute book

to the G. M., who examines the same, and if found correct,

proclaims ;

G M -"The records appear to be properly entered, and

are approved. Upon due deliberation, the Grand Lodge

has grinted the brethren of this new lodge a >varrant o

constitution, confirming them in the nghts and privileges o

a regrny instituted lodge, which the Grand Secretary will

now read."

(Grand Secretary reads the warrant.)

Q.M.—"We shall now proceed according to ancient usage

to constitute these brethren into a regular lodge."

CONSECRATION.

The brethren form a procession two and two, the Ark of

the Covenant,covered with white linen.representmg the lodge,

Tcarried in front of the procession by four Past Masters.

The Grand Master and the other Grand Officers stand

around the altar, the D. G. M. holds ^.e golden vessel with

corn G S. W. holds the silver vessel with wine, G J. W holds

the silver vessel with oil; Grand Chaplain before the pro-

cession moves invokes a blessing.

PRAYER.

GRAND CHAPLAm.-"Grand Architect of the Universe 1

Maker and Ruler of all worlds ! Deign from Thy celest.al
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temple, from realms of light and glory, to bless us in all the

purposes of our present assembly 1"

"We humbly invoke Thee to give us, at this and at all

times, 7visdom in all our doings, strength of mind in all our
difficulties, and the beauty of harmony in all our communi-
cations !

"And permit us, Thou great author of light and life I

great source of love and happiness I to erect this our lodge,

and now solemnly to consecrate the same to Thy honor
and glory 1

"Glory be to God on high I"

(Response by the brethren.)

"As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

world without end I So mote it be."

After this prayer the first procession is made around the

altar, during which, the organist leading at the organ, the

brethren sing the first verse of the following hymn ; that verse

being sung, the "lodge" is placed on the altar. During the

second procession the second verse is sung, and during the

third procession the third verse is sung.

HYMN.—(Tune, Gou save the Queen.)

I.

Thou ! who art God alone!

Accept before the throne

Our fervent prayer!

To fill with light and grace

This house, Thy dwelling jilace,

And bless Thy chosen race,

O, Lord! draw near.

II.

As through the universe,

All nature's works diverse

Thy praise accord;

Let Faith upon us shine,

And Charity combine
With Hope to make us Thine,

Jehovah, Lord!

IIL

Spirit of truth and love !

Descending from above.

Our hearts inflame ;

Till Masonry's control

Shall build in one the whole,

A lemjile to the soul,

To Thy great name!

tal

:^
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The "lodge" being placed on the altar after the first pro-

cession, the D.G.M. presents the vessel with com to the G.M.

G M giving iii. k. sprinkles com on the "lodge" and says :

"In "the name of the great Jehovah, to whom be all honor

and glory, I consecrate this lodge with corn, the emblem of

health and plenty, and symbolic of the many gifts and blessmgs

for which we are indebted to the bounty of the Great

Architect of the Universe."

The brethren now give the grand honors thrice, the pro-

cession moves the second time, music and hymn, the "lodge'

is again placed on the altar, the G. S. W. presents the vessel

with wine to the G. M.

G M giving iii. k. pours wine on the "lodge" and says :
"In

the name of the great Jehovah, to whom be all honor and

glory, I consecrate this lodge with wine, the emblem oi joy

and cheerfulness."

The brethren again give the grand honors thrice, the

third time, music and iiy Tin, the "lodge" is again Placed on

the altar, G. J. W. presents the vessel with oil to the G. M.

G M giving iii. k. pours oil on the "lodge" and says :
"In

tlie name of the great Jehovah, to whom be all honor and

glory, I consecrate this lodge with oil, the emblem oi comfo.i

and consolation.

"And I cnnsecraie this lodge to the honor and ?lory of

T.G.A.O.T.U."

The brethren respond. "So mote k be ;" and they agair)

give the grand honors thiice.

[END OF THE CONSECRATION CEREMONY.]

DEDICATION.

Three processions, same as at Consecration. After the first

procession, the G. M. giving iii. k. says : "In the name of

the G.A.O.T.U., to wb-m be all honor and glory, I dedtcate

this lodge to Freemasonry:'
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The bVethren give the grand honors thrice.

After the second procession, the G. M. giving iii. k. says :

"In the nan-.e of the G.A.O.T.U., to whom be all honor and

glory, I dedicate this lodge to Virtue.'^

The brethren give the grand honors thrice.

After the third procession, the G. M. giving iii. k. says

:

"In the name of the G.A.O.T.U., to whom be all honor and

glory, I dedicate this lodge to Universal Benevolence^'

The brethren give the grand honors thrice.

Gd. Chapi .\iN.—"Glory be to God on high."

The brethren respond : "As it was in the beginning, is

now, and ever shall be, world without end ; so mote it be."

The brethren of the new lodge (after G.M. and other G.L.

officers have resumed their seats) advance in procession to

salute the Grand Master, giving the sign of Fidelity, and

bowing as they pass ; they then take their places and stand

as before.

G. M. giving i. k., all resume their seats.

[end OF THE DEDICATION CEREMONY.]

CONSTITUTION.

G. M. giving iii. k. says : "In the name of the Most High,

and of the Most Worshipful the Grand Lodge, I now con-

stitute and form you, my good brethren, into a lodge of Free

and Accepted Masons, under the name of the lodge,

and numbered on the register of the Grand Lodge.

From henceforth I empower you to act as a regular lodge,

constituted in conformity to the rites, ceremonies and

charges of our honorable fraternity ; and may the Supreme

Architect of the Universe prosper, direct and counsel you in

all your doings."

The brethren respond "So mote it be," and give the grand
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honors thrice ; the brethren of the new lodge advance and

salute the G. M. as at close of the Dedication. [An ode or

hymn may be sung after the salute by new lodge.]

G. M. i. k., all resume their seats.

[end of constitution ceremony,]

1

INSTALLATION.

After confirmation of the minutes so far as relates to the

election of Master, the installing Master assumes the chair

and gavel, and opens the lodge in the second degree.

I.M.—"Brethren, are you still satisfied with your choice

of Worshipful Master of your lodge ?" The brethren replying

in the affirmative, the I. M, addressing the P.M. who is to

present the candidate for the chair says : "Brother P.M. ,

has the Master elect been examined, and has he been found

well skilled in our noble science and royal art, and duly

instructed in our mysteries ?"

P.M.—"He has, W. Sir {or V.W. Sir or R.W.^Sir.)

I.M.—"You will now present him to me."

The candidate is placed in front of the altar.

P.M.—"W. Sir, I present to you this my worthy brother

, the Master elect of this lodge, to receive at your

hands the benefit of installation, the better to qualify him

for the discharge of the duties of his high and important

office. I know him to be of good morals and of great skill,

true and trusty, and a lover of the whole fraternity where-

S' )ever dispersed over the face of the earth."

I.M.—"Brother (naming him) : From time immemorial it

has been an established custom among Free and Accepted

Masons, for each lodge, once in every year, at a stated period,

to select from among those brethren who have served the

office of Warden, an expert craftsman to preside over them

in the capacity of Master. He must have been regularly



\

INSTALLATION. 13

elected by tiie Master, Wardens and Fellows in open lodge

assembled, and must have been presented to a Board of

Installed Masters for examination."

Note,—If it is the first installation, then add : "To this rule exception only can

be made in case of the first Worshirful Master of a new lodge, it being the preroga-

tive of the Grand Lodge in its discretion to appoint any brother Master Mason as the

Master of a new lodge."

I. M.—"You having been so elected and presented, I

claim your attention while I recite to you those qualifications

which are essential in every candidate for that high office:

Note.—If it is the first installation, say "appointed" instead of "elected."

"He ought to be of good report, true and trusty, and
held in high estimation by his brethren and fellows.

"He must have been initiated, passed and raised in the

three established degrees, be a lover of our noble science,

and have duly served the office of Warden in a warranted

lodge.

Note.—If it is the first installation, omit the latter qualification,

"He ought to be exemplary of conduct, courteous in

manner, easy in address, but steady and firm in principle, and

able and willing to undertake the management of the work,

and well skilled in the ancient charges, regulations and land-

marks.

"Can you, my brother, conscientiously undertake the duties

of Master of this lodge under these qualifications ?"

Candidate.—"I can."

I.M.—"Then I shall direct your attention to the Secretary

while he reads to you a summary of the Ancient Charges and

Regulations, to each of which your unqualified assent is

required, which you will signify by the sign of Fidelity, at the

same time bending the head forward in token of submission."

Secretary reads the charges from the Book of Constitution.

I.M.—"Do you submit to and promise to support these

Charges and Regulations, as Masters have done in all ages ?"
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Candidate.— "I do."

I.M.—"Then you will advance to the Altar, and take an

obligation as regards your duties as master of this lodge.

"You will K. on your R. K., place you R. H. on the V.O.

T.S.L., repeat your several names, and say after me :

o. B.

"I, (name in full) in the presence of the G.A.O.T.U. and

this W. W. and W. lodge of F. C. F. Ms., duly constituted,

regularly assembled, and properly dedicated, of my own free

will and accord, do hereby and hereon solemnly agree to

accept the office of Master of this lodge, denominated the

lodge, and numbered on the register of the

Grand Lodge, and the duties of that high office faithfully,

zealously and impartially to administer, to the best of my

skill and ability for the ensuing twelve months, and until

a successor shall have been duly elected and installed in

my stead.

"I furthermore solemnly promise that I will not, during

my term of office or at any time a lodge shall be under my

direction, permit or suffer any deviation from the established

usages, customs and landmarks.

"That I will not administer or cause or suffer to be

administered any rite or ceremony contrary to, or subversive

of our ancient Constitution ; but on the contrary, that I will

support, uphold and maintain, pure and unsullied, the

genuine tenets and principles of the craft.

"That I will observe and to the utmost of my power and

ability strictly enforce obedience to those charges and regu-

lations to which I have already given my assent, to the

by-laws of this lodge and the statutes and ceremonies of

the Grand Lodge; and that I will in all things conscientiously

discharge my duties as a ruler in the craft and Master of this

lodge. So help me God and keep me steadfast in this my

great and solemn O.B."
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I. M. directs the candidate to seal the O. B. on the

V.O.T.S.L. twice ; this being done,

I.M.—"You will now arise and take your seat among the

brethren."

I.M.—"All brethren aot M. Ms. will now retire."

This being done, the lodge is opened in the third

DEGREE.

I.M.—"All brethren who are not installed Masters will now

retire except the Worshipful Master elect."

board of installed masters.

I. M.—"Brethren, assist me now to open a Board of

Installed Masters."

The Warden's chairs are taken by Past Masters, who occupy

the same until the new Master is installed, the lodge closed

in the third and second degrees, and the new Master

requested by the installing Master to name the elective

officers.

I.M.—Giving i k.,S.W. ik.,J.W.ik.: "Brethren, I declare

this a duly constituted Board of Installed Masters."

Note.—Three installed Masters must be present.

I.M. requests the candidate to kneel in front of the altar.

I.M. giving iii. k., invokes a blessing.

(The brethren will assume that attitude in prayer which is

most agreeable to them.)

PRAYER.

"Vouchsafe Thine aid, Almighty Father and Supreme

Ruler of the Universe, in this our solemn rite, and grant

that this worthy and distinguished brother, who is now

about to be enrolled amongst the rulers of the craft, may be

endc ,v i with wisdom to comprehend, judgment to define,

and ability to enforce obedience to Thy holy law ; sanctify
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him with Thy grace, strengthen him -^^^.^^^
"'^f

^ P/'^';

and enrich his mind with true and genume knowledge, ha

he may be the better enabled to enlighten the mmds of his

brethrer. and rule this our Lodge to the honor and glory

of Thy most holy name."

Response by the brethren : "So mote it be."

I.M.—"Let the candidate rise and approach the altar."

I M -"You have already taken an obligation with respect

to your duties as Master of the lodge ;
you will now take a

further obligation as regards the secrets of the Master's chair.

"You will therefore K. on B.Ks., place B.Hs. on the V.O.

T.S.L., repeat your several names, and say after me :

o. B.

"I, (full name), in the presence of the M. H. and before

thisW. Bd. of L Ms., of my dwn free will and accord do

hereby and hereon most solemnly promise ^-d
-^^^^^^ /

will never divulge any or either of the secrets or mysteries

restricted to the Master's chair, to any one m the world,

excTpt it be to an installed Master or a brother duly elected

to that office, nor even unto him unless assisted by or in

the presence of two or more instrJled Masters assembled for

that purpose.

"These several points I solemnly swear to observe,

without evasion, equivocation or mental '<==?"»™ "^

^"J,
kind, under no less^a penalty on the ™lat,on c,f eUher^of

"atd keep me steadfast in this my great and

lasting O. B. of an installed Master."

I M -"As a pledge of your fidelity, and to render this

a solemn obligation, you will seal it with your lips once on

the V.O.T.S.L."

Candidate does so.

I. M.-"Let me once more call your attention to the

the three great lights in Masonry.
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"The V. O. T. S. L., and the S. & C. The V. O. T. S. L. is

that great light which will guide you to all truth, direct your
steps in the paths of happiness, and point out to you the

whole duty of man.

"The S. reminds you to regulate your life and actions by
the principles of morality and virtue ; the C. teach you in

every station of life so to limit your desires, that rising to

eminence by merit, you may live respected and die regretted.

"Rise duly obligated installed Master."

Candidate rises and is taken to the north side of the altar.

I-M.—"When the holy temple at Jerusalem was completed
by the wisdom of King Solomon, supported by the strength

of Hiram, King of Tyre, and aided by the beautifying hand
of Hiram Abiff, the monarchs of surrounding nations sent

ambassadors to congratulate the King ; but there was one,

the Queen of Sheba, who, not content with sending an
embassy, herself journeyed thither attended by a numerous
retinue bearing costly presents.

"On her arrival she was received by King Solomon, who
accompanied her to view the stately edifice ; and on going

round the building, the King seeing Adoniram the chief

overseer at a distance, beckoned to him three times thus :

(gives the sign.) Adoniram approaching his royal master,

was about to kneel, which the King prevented by taking him
thus : (gives grip of an installed Master, saying) rise • •

which signifies • * • or more literally •

"When the royal party had completed their inspection of

the holy temple and were about to retire, Adoniram in token
ofhumilty saluted the King three rimes thus (gives the sign,)

:

hence are derived the grip and word of an installed Master,

and the sign and salutation of a Master of Arts and Sciences.

"The P. Ss. of this degree are given thus : (P. M. gives

them.)

[3]
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The W. M. elect is now taken to the left of the chair.

I M.-Clothes candidate with a Past Master's apron and

savs
• "I now invest you with the badge of an installed Master,

which is the highest honor the lodge can bestow on any of its

members.

"I also invest you with this collar, to which is attached the

iewel of your office. The Square, being an implement hat

forms the rude and proves the perfect mass, ^^^^^ly applied

to Masons to inculcate the purest principles of morahty and

l^rtue, and masonically speaking may it be the guide of all

your actions through life.

-Being now in possession of the grip and word of an

installed Master, and the -^
^-{^^'l'^'''';^^J^^^^^

Arts and Sciences, I place you in the chair of King Solomon,

according to ancient usage.

(Places him with the grip and word.)

"And may the M. H. give you a goodly portion of that

mona^h's Jsdom to enable you to conduct aright the a^u.

of this lodge, to which end I present you with this Gavel

wh ch being an emblem of power, will enable you to preserve

^o^d order! and when used by you will be duly answered

by your Wardens."

"You will now be pleased to invest the immediate Past

Master of the lodge."

(W.M. invests the I.P.M.)

X M -Giving i. k. says : "Brethren, I hereby declare this

Board"of Installed Masters duly closed." (Gives i. k.)

The Master Masons are now called in, they forn. a pro-

cession, led by the Past Master, and the brethren salute the

neXsterb/giving the P.S. of a M.M. in passing the chair,

saying : "I greet you."

1 M -Taking his station in the E. proclaims :
"Brethren

for the first time, in the E., I proclaim- W. Brother (naming
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him) the Worshipful Master of this lodge, denominated the

and numbered on the register of the Grand
Lodge, for the ensuing twelve months and until his? sucessor

shall have been duly elected and installed in his stead."

The brethren then greet the new W.M. as Master Masons.

I.M.—"I now present you with the working tools of a
Master Mason, which are the Skirret, Pencil and Compasses.

"The Skirret is an implement which acts on a centre pin,

from which a line is drawn to mark out the ground for the

foundation of the intended structure.

"With the Pencil the skilful artist delineates the building

in a draft or plan for the instruction and guidance of the

workmen.

"The Compasses enable him with accuracy and precision

to ascertain and determine the limits and proportions of its

several parts.

But as we are not operative but speculative or F. & A.

Masons, we apply these tools to our morals, in this sense :

the Skirret points out to us that straight and undeviating

Hne of conduct laid down for our guidance in the V.O.T.S.L.

"The Pencil teaches us that all our words and actions are

not only observed but are recorded by the M.H. to whom
we must render an account of our conduct through life.

"The Compasses remind us of His unerring and impartial

justice, which having defined for our instruction the limits

of good and evil, will either reward or punish us, as we
have obeyed or disregarded His divine commands.

"Thus, W. Sir, the working tools of a Master Mason teach

us to bear in mind and to act according to the laws of the

Divine Creator, so that when we shall be summoned from

this sublunary abode we may ascend to the Grand Lodge
above, where the world's Great Architect lives and reigns

for ever and ever."
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The lodge is now closed in the third degree, and the

Fellow Crafts are admitted ; a second procession is formed

led by the Past Master, and the brethren salute the new

Master by giving the P. S. of a F. C. in passing the chair,

saying : "I hail you."

I M -Taking his station in the W. proclaims :
"Brethren,

for the second time, in the W., I proclaim brother (naming

him) the Worshipful Master of this lodge, denominated the

lodge and numbered on the register of the

Grand Lodge, for the ensuing twelve months and until his

successor shall have been duly elected and installed m his

stead."

The brethren then greet the new W.M. as Fellow Crafts.

I.M.—Returning to the east

:

"I now present you with the working tools of a Felloio Craft

Mason, which are the Square, the Level, and the Plumb-

Rule.

"The Square \^\o try and adjust all rectangular corners

of buildings, and assist in bringing rude matter into due form,

"The Level is to try levels and to prove horizontals.

"The Plumb-Rule is to try and adjust all uprights, whilst

fixing them on their proper bases.

"But as we are not all operative but rather F. & A. or

speculative Masons, we apply these tools to our morals.

"The Square teaches us to regulate our life and actions by

the masonic nile and Une, and to correct and harmomze our

conduct by the principles of morality and virtue, so as to

render us acceptable to the Divine Being,whence all goodness

emanates, and to whom we must give an undisgmsed account

of our lives and actions.

"The Level demonstrates that we are descended from the

same stock, are partakers of the same nature, and share m

the same hope; and although distinctions among men are
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necessary to preserve subordination and to reward merit and
ability, yet no eminence of station in life should make us
forgetful that we are brothers, and that he who is placed on
the lowest ^poke of fortune's wheel, is equally entitled to
our regard

; because the time will most assuredly come, and
the best and the wisest know not how soon, when all

distinctions, save those of goodness and virtue, shall cease,

and death, the grand leveller of all human greatness, shall

reduce us all to the same level.

"The infallible Plumb Rule which, like Jacob's Ladder,
forms a line of union between Heaven and Earth, is the
criterion of moral rectitude and truth.

"It teaches^ us that to walk uprightly and with humility
before God, neither turning to the right hand nor to the left

from the strict path of virtue, is a duty incumbent upon
every Mason.

"Not to be an enthusiast, a persecutor, slanderer or
reviler of religion

; neither bending towards avarice, injustice,

malice, or the envy and contempt of our fellow creatures
\

but giving up every selfish propensity which might tend
to injure others ; to steer the bark of this life over the
rough seas of passion without quitting the helm of rectitude,

is one of the highest degrees of perfection to which human
nature is capable of attaining.

"As the builder raises his column by the Level and Plumb
Rule, so ought every Mason to carry himself uprightly in
this life, to observe a due medium between avarice and
profusion, between intemperance and pleasure, to hold the
scales of justice with an equal poise, so as to make all his

passions and prejudices co-incide with the exact lines of his

duty, and in every pursuit to have eternity in view.

"Thus the Square teaches morality, the Level, equality, and
the Plumb-Rule, justmss and uprightness, of life and action

;

so that by square conduct, level steps, and upright intentions,

we may hope to ascend to those immortal mansions whence
all goodness emanates."
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I'he lodge is now closed in the second degree and the

Entered Apprentices are admitted ; a third procession i»

formed, led by the Past Master, and the brethren salute the

new Master by giving the P. S. of an E. A. in passmg the

chair, saying :
"/ o/>ey you."

I M -Taking his station in the S. proclaims :
"Brethren,

for the third time, in theS., I proclaim brother (nammg him)

the Worshipful Master of this lodge, denoramated the

lodge and numbered on the register of the Grand

Lodge, for the ensuing twelve months, and until his successor

shall have been duly elected and installed in his stead.

The brethren then give the grand honors thrice.

I.M.—Returns to the East :

«'I now present you with the working tools of an Entered

Apprefitice, which are the Twenty-Four Inch Gauge, the

Common Gavel and the Chisel.

"The Twenty-Four Inch Gauge i» the first implement put

into the hands of the workman to enable him to measure

and ascertain the size and extent of the work he is about to

engage in, thus to compute the time and labor it may cost.

"The Common Gavel is an important instrument of labor,

and highly esteemed as an implement of art. Though

recognized by various artists under different appellations, it

is yet admitted by them all that no work of manual skill can

be completed without it.

"The Chisel is a small instrument, though solid in its form,

and of such exquisite sharpness as fully to r
-

-en.ate for

the diminutiveness of its size. It is calculated t. nuvk. an

impression on the hardest substances, and V .mg) tiest

structures have been indebted for their fine polish to its aid.

"Brt as we have met on this present occasion as specula-

t->v rather than operative Masons, it is the moral conveyed

;n these emblems that we are called upon more particularly

tc V'-'ga.J.
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"From the Tivmty-Four Inch Gattge we derive a lesson of

daily admonition and inrtruction ; for as it is divided into

twentv-foiir parts, it recalls to our mind the division of the

day into twenty-four hours, and directs us to apportionate

them to their proper objects, namely ; prayer, labor, refresh-

ment and sleep.

"From the Common Gavel we learn that skill without

exertion is of little avail, that labor is the lot of man, for

the heart may conceive and the head devise in vain, if the

hand be not prompt to execute the design.

"From the Chisel we learn that perseverance is necessary

to establish perfection ; that the rude material receives its

fine polish but from repeated efforts alone ; and that nothing

short of indefatigable exertion can induce the habit of virtue,

enlighten the mind and render the soul pure.

"From the whole we deduce this moral : That knowledge,

grounded on accuracy, aided by labor, and prompted by
perseverance, will finally overcome all difficulties, raise

ignorance from despair, and establish happiness in the paths

of science.

"I also present you with the Book of Constitution, together

with the Warrant, the By-Laws, and the Minute Book of

your lodge."

Note—If it is the first installation, leave out "the By-Laws," if such have not
yet been conflrmed by the Grand Master.

I.M.

—

^^ Warrants, you are aware, have passed through

the hands of many talented and highly esteemed brethren,

and we feel assured that in committing this Warrant to your

care, its value will be properly appreciated. It must always

be present when the lodge is duly opened, as without it the

meeting would be illegal."'

I.M.—Delivers the following charge from the N.E.:

"Worshipful Master, the brethren have committed the

government of this lodge to your care, and you can neither
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head, nor of your respom.W.ty for

„,ateriany depend "P» ^^^pin-s of the brethren wiU

manage .t. ^'f-'^' *t topo^on to the zeal and assidmty

be generally P"»°'_^^"^ 1̂ „uine tenets and princples

with which you promulgate tne 6

to communicate hght and »^'™'="°"
^^ dignity and high

Wge. Forcibly impress "P°» *'" *;,X practice out

of the lodge those excellent pr«ep
^^ ^ ^^^^^ ^^

catedinit; =» *'"""?"7 2'
he is one to whom the

world at large may know A^ he
^ ^^^^ ^^^

burdened heart may P» «f ^3, bank is guided by

.,:.hort. worshipful Sir. by a

fjSe-^XretX
B. of C. and the By-I-ws of y""^ °^^8|'^ „ our faith,

VO.T.S.L. which is given as '^ ™^^^
«„f „ office with

^ou will be enabled to^^ ^r /ou'elf a crown of joy

ts^gir::--^^^^^^^
when time shall be no more.

"^'^'^ ""lVee*ve and other officers of the lodge."

appomtmg the elecnve
^^^^^^^ ^^^.^^ ^^^

The Past Masters "o" ^^^ve
Worshipful Master

jewels are placed on
"-^^^^^^'^Vthe Senior Warden,

invests the ofRcers, commencmg
with
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The Worshipful Master or the Installing Master then
proceeds as follows

:

I.M.—"Brother (naming him), you have been elected
Senior Warden of this lodge, and I invest you with the jewel
of your office.

"The Level being an emblem of equality, points out the
equal measures you are bound to pursue in conjunction with
the Worshipful Master, in the well ruling and governing of
the lodge.

"Your regular attendance at our stated meetings is essen
tially necessary, as in the absence of the Worshipful Master
you are to rule the lodge, and in his presence assist him in

the government of it.

"I firmly rely on your knowledge of the Art, and on your
attachment to the lodge, for a faithful discharge of the duties

of your office. Look well to the West."

I. M.—"Brother (naming him,) you have been elected

yunior Warden of this lodge, and I now invest you with the

jewel of your office.

"The Plumb Rule being an embhm of uprightness, points

out the integrity ol measures you are bound to pursue in

conjunction with the Worshipful Master and Senior Warden
in the well ruling and governing of the lodge.

"To you is intrusted (with such assistance as may be
necessary) the examination of visitors and the introduction of
candidates.

"To you is also committed the superintendence of the

Craft during the hours of refreshment.

"Your regular and punctual attendance is particularly

requested, and I have no doubt you will faithfully execute

every duty which you owe to your present election. Look
well to the South."

t4l
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CHARGE TO THE WARDENS.

principles of Freemasonry to requre
^^__^.^_^ ^^^

the duties of your re^P"':"-
°f
"

^ ^S^," it is expected you

what you have seen pra-wo^^y ^ "^^ '„,, to you have

:tu?::::r::^"rr;r;wn cLduc enforce

"O*- '"*:""'""
°";!:Leheene,ec.ed «../«•«

I.M "Brother ..^.^^.^-.y ^^^^^ ;„ .„,,,ting you

:Utis1er1oLrr.rweUrc,uainted.ithyourduues

for me to offer any remarks.

.1 congratulate thelodge on your election.

you have been elected r^^wr^

ofr.X:»d-Ihav'eLchp>easureininvestingyouwrth

this jewel.
^^^ account of the

"It will be your provmce U^^ keep^
3 ^.^^ ^^

vou have been elected Seaetary

summonses for the
^-^'^"'"'"^V^i, Wge in particular,

indination to Freemasonry, and to *.s
g^^.^^ ^ ^^^^

,iU no do*. ;nducey°"^°,™„,iu„erit the esteem

office with fidelity, and by so domg y

and applause of your brethren.

^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^,^

"Brothers ••

Z" Vmiutr J}caau of this lodge,

appointed &«.«•
^"%»"tTew of your office.

.„a I now invest you w.t the 1
«

^^^^^^ ^^^

"I. - y™'/"":
'lel'fve duties of the lodge, such as

assist the Wardens m the active ou
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in the reception of candidates into the different degrees, and

in the immediate practice of our rites and ceremonies.

"These„\vands, the badges of your office, I entrust to your

care, not doubting your vigilance and attention.

"Brother
,
you have been appointed Director

of Cerenwnies, and Brothers and
,
you

have been appointed Stewards, of this lodge, and I now invest

you with the jewels of your respective offices.

"Your duties are to introduce visitors and see that they

are properly accommodated, and generally to attend to any

ceremonies the lodge may take part in.

"The duties of the Stewards are also to prepare the can-

didates. Your regular attendance will afford the best proof

of your zeal and attachment.

"Brother
,
you have been appointed Organist

of this lodge, and I now invest you with the jewel of your

office.

"It is your province to conduct and preside over the

musical part of our ceremonies, your early attendance being

indispensable.

"Brother
,
you have been appointed Itmer

Guard of this lodge. I hereby invest you with the jewel of

your office, and deliver you this sword as the instrument of

your office.

"Your duty is to admit Masons upon proof, receive candi-

dates in due form, and obey the commands of the Junior

Warden.

"Brother
,
you have been elected Tyler oi

this lodge, and I hereby invest you with the jewel of your

office, and deliver you this sword as the instrument of your

office.

"Your duty is to keep off all cowans and intruders from

Masonry, and see that the candidates for admission come
properly prepared.

"It is also your province to see that all brethren and
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visitcs have properly registered their names before entering

the lodge."

The installing Master delivers, in conclusion of the cere-

TeXiraher he given in ..,, or the^oie or

portions or th^^rtthere^w^^-s^^^^^^^^^^

graph which endo witn me wui^ ft-
uc^^iiv " miv be

paragraph which commences with the word "finally, may

omit'ed at Ure option of the instalhng Master.

GENERAL CHARGE.

I M -"Brethren, such is the nature of our institution, that

wh^iLme must of' necessityr^^^^^^ -"
of ^r.nr<;p leam to submit and ooey. rxuium y

of course learn to
^^^ appointed to assist

essential duty. The brethren e
,nted with

in the government of the lodge are too we q
^^

fh^ nrinrinles of Freemasonry and tlie ruieb ui ^ji i' j

xce'eTthe power with which they are intrusted, ^d you are

of too generous a disposition to envy their preferment. I

toeforfshXrust tha't we have but one aim, .0 please ^ch

t^Zi unite in the grand design of bemg happy and

communicating happiness.

"Masonry mybrethren, according to the general acceptance

of theCTis In art, founded on the P-ipl- of geome^^^^^

J J- ^0/1 f^ fhP service and convenience of mankina ,

veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols To draw aside

Ih veHheryre^ or more properly speaking, to penetrate

ultS:ately to become acquainted With all us mys.enes.

"Freemasonry, from its origin to the
P'.^»^»"J' » ^'

its vicissitudes, has been the steady, unvarymg tnend of man.
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It has (in the language of an eloquent brother) gone forth

from age to age, the constant messenger of peace and love
;

never weary, never forgetful of its holy mission, patiently

ministering to the relief of want and sorrow, and scattering

with unsparing hand blessings and benefits to all around. It

comforts the mourner, it speaks peace and consolation to the

troubled spirit, it carries relief and gladness to the habitations

of want and destitution, it dries the tears of the widow and

orphan, it opens the sources of knowledge, it widens the

sphere of human happiness, it even seeks to light up the

darkneso and gloom of the grave by pointing to the hopes

and promises of a better life to come. All this Freemasonry

has done, and Is still doing. Such is Freemasonry, and such

its mission ; and we shall never forget, while enjoying its

benefit and appreciating its value, the duties we owe to the

Order ; for there is no right without ?i parallel duty, no liberty

without the supremacy of the law, no high destiny without

earnestperseverance, and no real greatness without self-denial.

"A Freemason's lodge is the temple of peace, harmony,

and brotherly love ; nothing is allowed to enter which has

the remotest tendency to disturb the quietude of its pursuit.

A calm enquiry into the beauty of wisdom and virtue, and

the study of moral geometry, constitute i,he chief employments

in the tyled recesses of the lodge. The lessons of virtue

which proceed from the east, like rays of brilliant light from

the rising sun, illuminate the west and the south, and as the

work proceeds, are carefully imbibed by the workmen. Thus

while wisdom contrives the plan, strength lends its able

support to the moral fabric, and beauty adorns it with curious

anv.' cunning workmanship. All this is accomplished without

any compulsory or coercive means, but on the principle of

friendship and brotherly love, which guards the precincts of

our temple that nothing may enter to disturb the peaceful

sanctity of that holy place.

"The object, however, of meeting in the lodge, is of a

two-fold nature, namely, moral instruction and social inter-

course. Our meetings are intended to cultivate and enlighten



A I

INSTALLATION.

I n,ind. .o Muco a .aWt of vinue -^^—^ *^

fundamental principles of our Order B"*<^;'>'^*
,,^ ,„,;,,

and Truth. And if these
"''^'^""^^."^^teUngs, then

„irth,and a mutual
"'"''^^"f

°'

"^S'l an inst tution

Freemasonry will be shown m ''^ ' "^!«'
*„"; ^, „„ „,,ure,

which fosters and improves *e best affe -ons

J

^^^^

and carries into acuve °1'«''""%*" ^"'"
p„dence and

Justice, combined with the tnemog

ind Charity, thereby demonstrating to tl »orWJt^^^ «

in Freemasonry is fomrd the true .mpor °f >;™"
.f

social treasures : ^'^-'"^yl-'^^^'jtZ'^ affeln

—r:r:rb^::s^eth":°:!:?;rnt™.r^^^^

sonr^; namely, to endeavor to be happy ourselves, and to

communicate that happiness to others.

.Before 1 conclude, my brethren, let me portray .0 you

the <*<i/ of a Freemason.

rrririr^itr^.™-^^^^^

hypocnsy, b^-o en - h„"
^^^^^ ^^^^ ^.^^

s:^irr:5.o.n^iee...^^^
;rsu:;::r^awt:.«;tetr;t;inthehourofdan^

::rp^;t:tr:;=«sre^.orthedefence

of truth.

.The man who towards himself is a severe jndge, but who
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is tolerant with the debilities of his neighbor ; who endeavors

to oppose errors without arrogance, and to propagate intelli-

gence without precipitation ; who properly understands to

estimate and to employ his means ; who honors virtue though

it be in the most humble garment, and who does not favor

vice though it be clothed in purple ; and who administers

justice to merit, whether dwelling in palaces or in cottages.

"The man who, without courting applause, is loved by all

noble-minded men, respected by his superiors, and revered

by his subordinates ; the man that never proclaims what he

has done, will do, can do, but where need is will lay hold

with dispassionate courage, circumspect resolution, indefatig-

able exertion, and a rare power of mind, and who will not

cease until he has accomplished his work, but who thm,

without pretention, will retire into the multitude, because he

did the good act not for himself, but for the cause of good.

"If you, my brethren, meet such a man, you will see the

personification of brotherly love, relief and truth ; and you

will have found the ideal of a Freemason.

"Finally, my brethren, as our fraternity has been formed

and perfected in perfect unanimity and concord, in which

we all greatly rejoice, so may it continue until time shall be

no more. May kindness and brotherly love distinguish your

conduct as men and as Masons. Within your peaceful walls

may your children's children celebrate with joy and gratitude

the annual recurrence of this auspicious solemnity. And
may the genuine tenets of our time-honored institution be

transmitted through your lodge, pure and unimpaired, from

generation to generation."

Response by the brethren : "So mote it be."

Note.—Should the Grand Master and grand officers be in the several chairs,

then the Worshipful Master of the lodge upon being installed is placed into a chair in

front of the dais in the east, and the Wardens of the lodge are inducted into chairs

placed in front of the Grand Senior Warden and Grand Junior Warden respectively.

[end ok the installation ceremony.]




