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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE Jes

House of Commons,
Room 368,
July 2, 1942,
The Special Committee on Defence of Cunada‘Regulations

met this day at 11 o'clock a.m. The Chairman, Hon. J.H.

Michaud, presided.

THE CHAIRMAN: We have a quorum, and wveé shall now pro-
ceed.,

Minutes of previous mesting read and adopted.

Corresbondence read and dealt with.

MR, MARTIN: I wonder if letters like that should be
read to this committee? All of us could produce letters
along that same line dealing with individuals. This is a
matter surely for the tribunals that deal with these cascs,

THE CHAIRMAN: This letter was addressed to thc committee,
Both the letters read were addressed to this committee ana
were signed by people holding officisl positions. I thought
it was advisable to have them read anyway.

We have here this morning a delegation represcenting

Ecole Sociale Populaire, =
vhich wants to make representation on, I presumc, communism
and other associations banned by section 39C of the Defence
of Canada Regulations. Vould you come forward, gentlemen,
and take your seats? The delegation is composed of Father
Louis Chagnon, Mr. John Penverne and Mr, Alfred Charpentier,
the head of the Catholic Union of Workers in the province of

Quebcee.

MR, JOHN PENZERNE, called:

WITNESS: Mr. Chairmsan, madem and gentlemen, in order not
to duplicate what we have come here to tell you, if you will

have the kindness to listen to us, I will take onc¢ aspeet of
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the question, Rev, Fathoer Chagnon will take another aspect,
and Mr, Charpenticr, who is the president of the Catholic
Federation of Labour, represcnting approximately, I think,
50,000 people, will take another ospect of the question, We
believed it might be better to just give nn outlinc of our
thoughts that have been put down in writing ond then procecd
if such be your pleasure, Mr. Chnirmah, with speaking from
documents coming from the comsunist party.

We arc taking the position that the comﬁunist party, as wc

have it here in Canada, should be in the future what it is

now in virtue of the ban placed upon it, an illegal organiz-

ation, whose activity is forbidden and in which membership
is declared by law to be against the intcerests of the country
and an indictablc¢ offence,

We take it as self-cvident that a party or an organiz-
ation has no c¢ntity epart from its membership; thereforc, if
the government has chosen, after due coﬁsiduration, to bon =2
party or an organization, it is becnuserthe 2ims, the speech,
the activities of the membership of the party or organization
have been jddged detrimental to the interests of the country.
It is futile to try to separate thc members from the party
as though they could be Simon-pure while the party, an
imaginary entity, might vresumably be something else again,

Historically we have the facts: The exccutive commlttee
of the party, after investigntion by the R.C.M,P, woere tricd
and several members werc condemned to the penitentiary, omong
others the present lcader, Tim Buck. To declare that the
trial and the condemnation were unjust is to indiet and con-
demn the bench of the country. Thercfore, at that time, the
activities of the members were such as to be justification for
yeers in the penitentiary,

BY MR, HAZEN:

Q. What yoar is thot you wmention? A, I believe thab
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was 1931. !

For ycars sincc.its foundation the party has conducted
recvolutionary, subversive activitics in this and many other
countries, following, end boasting that they followed, the
lead given by Moscow to bring about the'ovcrthrow of the
present system, Their own literaturs and the doily press
are there to prove thesc statements, and in 2 moment I shall
spcak, Mr. Chairman, from their book, "What the Communist
Party Stands For, the Cormunist Party in Canada.”

As is.to be cxpected from experts in anti-government
activity they are naturally going to take 2ll the nccessary
precrutions to avoid prosccubion and condemnation; they ere
going to cngage the best legal teolent they can afford; they
are gzoing to utilize every institution set up by democrazcy
for the safeguarding of individusl liberty. Thelr public
pronouncements are going to be models of democratic rectitude
and carnestness, It is their busincss to appear perfcetly
respcctable; it is what you would expect from the sort of an
organization,

They are going to accommodate their nctivity to the time
and circumstances, Beforc August 1935 the party favourcd and
fostercd party-led unions here in Cenada and they sprang up
all over the country, After the congress in Moscow, on
recommendation by Dimitroff, the boring-from-within policy
wes adopted, and overnight the party unions were scrapped,
More recently wec have the sttitude of the party towards the
war, No mattcr what glib explanation they ﬁay cook up now,
the fact remeins th-ot as long as Russin was not involved
they were violently ngainst the wor nnd did cverything
possible to impede the war offort of this and all alliced
countries, and we will cttompt to show, gentlemen, from
documents, original documents coming from the party that

ave come out since the war ond up, I believe, to the latter
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part of 1941, Similarly, as far as affilintion with the
Third Internctional is concerncd; for years the literature

of the party carricd the notation: Communist Party of Cannde,
Section of the Third Internzationzl. When it wes found thet
such affiliation was not finding favour in Crnada ond the U,S.,
the public expression of it was dropped.from the published
matter, Now that opposition to the war is liable to turn
against the perty, it 1s to be expected that anything they
publish for public consumption is going to be filled with
exemplary fervour for the war effort, Such time-serving is
perfcetly in kecping with the tactics hitherto current in the
party, and fools no onc at 2li conversant with the past of the
organization, Ample proof for the above statements is con-
tained in the daily press of 2ay nation infected with the
presence of members cf the party. Great hilarity was produced

by the frantic efforts -of the party leaders in the U,S,

2

nd
Canadn to keep up with the violent changes in the party line,
as anyon¢ who has read the papers of the last few years moy
well rcecmember,

The party end 1ts activitics, that is the activitics of
the members of the party, were judged by the competent
authorities of the country to be of o treasonable nature, os
opposcd to the interests of the country as those of the
fascists and nazis, and together with fascist and nazi orgon-
izations and individucls declared illegal in Canade, with sub-
sequent internment of thouse individunls known to be members
of the banned organizaotions. Therefore the supposition is
that the Department of Justice acted with knowledge and due
respect to law and British traditions of fair play in passing
sentence and imposing sanction. Therc have appeared groups
who challenged the legality of the government's action; it
would repay the foort to investigate the make-up of thesc

groups, their membership 1is highly interesting from the point



A-5

of view of their long affiliation with communist inspired
activities; their interest in what happens to thosc they have
conveniently labeled fascist or nazi., Despite the agitation
stirred up by these groups, the fact remains that unless we
wish to condemn the Department of Justice and its officefs,
we must accept their action in banning the communist »narty

ag dictated by a study of the facts and a sensc of duty to
the country.

So the situation was created that the party bucame
illegal, many of ita mewmbers werc interned, and its activity
had to be carricd on without the law, it was driven under-
ground, 2nd immediately official documents, constituticns,
declarations, letters to members of the house begon to appear,
apologia for the party, Filled with the most orthodox state-
ments of grim determination to ¢liminate (liquidate would
have becn more genuinely communistic languoge) all the foes
of democracy. And there took place 1lso z movement through-
out the length and breadth of the land which resulted in
telegrams, letters, delegations to the house and to this
committee; and the renarkable thing about waich is that those
identified with the movewent ~re exactly those who have for
years been identified with every effort of the party. For
those who have studied communist party activity in this ard
other countries, this was exactly what was to be <xpected,
Thot 1is the way the part? works, and the organizztion has
been perfected for many years for just that type of emergency
and that type of activity. Quite naturally the advocates of
lifting the ban are going te make a great ploy of stressing
the thoroughly respeetanle recent pronouncements of the
leaders and 1t is impossible to point to party activity that
controdicts the public pronsuncements. HMost of the members
: are¢ in internment camps 2nd those at liberty are working

undcr cover, there is no publicity attached to what they are
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doing or saying at the present time, 2nd the country is asked
to believe that the perty, which wes founded for revolutionary
overthrow of every form of government, which was violently
opposed to all Cancd~ went to war for, and which up to 2 few
months age was carrying on activities which brought =bout the
ban on the party, has suddenly had 2 complete change of heart,
has now become Tthe mainstay of democracy and a model of
patriotic fervour,

BY MR, BERTRAND:

Q. You do not belicve in such a drastic conversion?
AT ‘Ao not; six, .

BY MR. BENCE:

Q. You dc not belicve that = coming into the war with
the Soviet Union as an ally of the United Nations and the
necessary directing of the fight with Germany might not have
some influence on those persons who were members of the
communist party? A, Well, they have got, I suppose, ac
least to appear to be logieal, sir, about the matter, It is
to be noted, and I shall quote from documenis in = moment,
that their attitude has completely changed from the moment
that Soviet Russia entered the wer,

Q. Quite right. A, In order to be logic2l they had
to fcllow suit,

Q. 'Neturally. A. I think Father Chagnon will spenk
on that aspect of the situation.

they

Q. Does it not indicate to you that / might have been
dangerous before bucause Sovict Russia was an ally of Hitler,
and now that Sovict Russie is en cnemy of Hitler they may not
now be dangerous? A. Wcll, eos a matter of fact it is not,
I believe, to be forgotten that the communist perty of Canzda
have advocated the overthrow by force and violencc of the

state as they call it,
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BY MR. BERTRAND:

Q. Do you know -- A,” And if they have changéd that
attitude or that stand I would say that is their meat, 1t has
been their meat in Canada --

BY MR, BENCE:

Q. Let us presume that they have, that there has been
evidence for and against that kind of thing in this committee;
but they advocated the same thing in peace time, and following
your argument there is no reason why they should be legal in
peace time if they advocated that, any more than they should
be legal in war time, A. Right.

MR, BLACK: We had them prosecuted in 1937, was it not?

MR, BENCE: 1In 1931, under section 98 of the Criminal
Code, but that section was eliminated.

MR. BLACK: That was in peace time,

MR, MAYBANK: I think the point there, Mr, Black, is
that they were prosecuted under section 98 but section 98 was
wiped out,

MR, BLACK: I know; it should never have been.

MR, MecINNIS: I think Mr. Bence has put his finger on
the question that we have to deal with. This organization
was legal in Canada prior to the war, It was declarecd
illegal not becausc of anything in its programme or in its
philosophy in regard to the overthrow of existing socileties,
It was declared illegal --

MR, BERTRAND: I would not be ready to admit that.

MR, MacINNIS: I am quoting nothing but the facts. It
was declared illegal because of its danger to the state
during a time of war because of subversive activities. Now,
if that is removed I do not believe thet this committee can
take upon itself to recommend its continuance because -~
the continuance of the ban -- because of its philosophy or

i1ts programme, because we have nothing to do with these things.
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We are dealing with the Defence of Canade Regulations and we
must consider any organization that is banned, how does it
come under the ban under those regulations.

BY MR. BERTRAND:

Q. Do you know if since the entry of Russia into the
war they have changed their idea about overthrowing the
government by force?

THE CHAIRMAN: Their wvhole basic principle of =--

MR, BERTRAND: If they hove still the same philosophy.

WITNESS: As I attempted to show, Mr, Bertrand, in these
few things that I have just completed reading and which I will
attempt to show 2lso from their documents, the communist party
is a party which since its existence has favoured the completec
overthrowing by force of what they cell the capitalistic
state or bourgeois government., Our vpoint of viow --

BY MR, BENCE:

Q. Just a minute., I want to meke mysclf clcar, The
only point I want to obtain from the witness 1s his judgment
as to whether or not the communist party should be illegal
in peace time and war time or both. I basc that on the
philosophy which he has described, A, I would say definitely
yes.

MR, BENCE: That is all I want to know,

WITNESS: ©Now, regarding the other question I would say
this: having studied the activities of the commaunist party
in Canada for at least twelve years and even ever since the
other war when I came back from Germany, having been a
prisoner of war for 34 months where I saw what the communists
were doing %ﬁchrmuny -- I sav thelr zactivities in Paris in
1919 during/six months I was there from Januasry to August,
1919. I =ctually saw the 1lst of May, 1919, when therc was »
very grave danger ol revolution in Paris and when that was

fomented by the communist party. I listened to vhat thev wvere
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talking about in Germany from the 4th of November, which was
a few days before the armisticc, November 1918, I saw the
red flag being hoisted at the camp where I was at that time,
The longuage I heard there is the same language that I have
heard from the communists throughout Canada, ~nd I say, at
least for us who belicve in ocur institutions as we have them,
at least for us, this is a dangerous party in time of peace
and it is & dangerous party in time of war. And these people,
notwithstanding the fact that since the entry of Russia into
the war, are attempting to show what we French, Mr. Chairman,
call the pattc blanche, They are still carrying on, I am
convinced, their underground work and still endeavouring to
sabotage, still endeavouring tc enter into the army and have
their peoplc there ready for the proper time during this war
or after the war is over to bring about a violent overthrow
of the state as we have it in Canada.

BY MR, HAZEN:

Q. Can you produce cvidence to support that statement?
I think that is importont., If you can produce cvidence to
support that statement that i1s something that we would like
to have. A I have,'I think, made it clear that since the
entry of Russia into the war wc have not been able to lay our
hands on any documcnts because they are very carcful.

BY MR, BENCE:

Q. Just on that point, do you believe that the communist
party will do anything which will sabotagé Canada's war
effort?

MR, MAYBANK: That is thc whole point,

WITNESS: 1If, as a matter of fact, these people ever
thought at any given moment it would serve the aims of the
communist party to sabotage the war effort they would not

hesitate to do it, That is my opinion of the communists,
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BY MR, MAYBANK:

Q. Would you say then in your belief that they would
sabotage the war effort when we and Soviet Russia and the
other United Nations are still fighting Hitler? A, Well,
as long as Russia remains in the war I believe that the
communists of Canada have still to be logical with themselves,

Q. Therefore as long as Russie is in the war there is
no necessity to have them illogal, then? A, Right, DNo, no;
as long as Russia 1s in the war they wiil carry on their
underground work to appear to be working as good Canadians in
this war., But I still beclicve that notwithstanding the letter
fhat was written, I belisve, by Tim Buck, which I have got
here, in 1941, after Russiu went into the war, a letter which
is absolutely in contradictior of cverything that Tim Buck
and his friends have said, nohtwithstanding that letter they
are still thinking in terms of the cowmunist party of Canada.

BY MR, BERTRAND:

Q. Have you got any literature whatsoaever to prove
this? We would like to have it if you have anything of that
kind. A. I have literature to show that up to 1941 they -
vere very very strong against the war effort of Conada.

MR, BENCE: There is no question about that,

WITNESS: That they recommended sabotage; that they
recommended that the party do cverything in its power to
undermine the army and to have their own men in there so that
they could be ready for thc moment when this International
war might become = civil war. I am convinced of it. The
communists are pecople who deal with us, gentlemen, as being
gentlemen, as being gentlewen who will not answecr them in
kind. They know, or at lerst they think that the common
bourgcoisie, as we are, vili not answer them back in the
same language, will not use the same methods

as they do, =ng

therefore it is blackmail on thelir part, AL the present
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moment they arc showing some fricendliness because Sovict
Russia is in the war, that is all. If Soviet Russia were to
drop out of this war for on¢ rcason or another the communist
party will again change its attitude, 1t is easy for them.

MR, MacINNIS: Mr, Chairman, the witness referrcd to
sabotage and that the communist party was carrying on their
sabotage at the present time, In this committee sabotage
uscd in that way must be sabotagd of Canada's war cffort,
When the witness brings up that point and makes the assertion
that sabotage is carried on he must submit proof that
sabotage has been carried on since June 22, 1941, because
that is the very crux of the situation. We cannot consider
wvhat sabotage may be in their minds at some future time under
some future circumstences. We must consider sabotage in
connection with the present war,

WITNESS: 1In connection with the present war there has
been that for they brag about it, ever since or up to the
timc Russia entered the war., Now they appear to be quict;
they appear to be good Canadinns; they appear to be good
patriots, They will tell you in their own words, and they
will write it down, that they are as good patriots as you and
I; they will tell you all that; but as I said, if Soviet
Russia drops out of the war the communist party is going to
g0 back to 1ts old tricks. They dé not believe in our form
of government; they do not believe in our institufions. They
will be ready at any time to overthrow this state if they
can do it; and that is why I say thet at the present time
they are showing this patte blanche, this white hand I wes
speaking about, there is danger they might revert back in a
moment to their former belicf. Thoere is a French proverb
wh;ch says: A blancher la tBte d'un négre, on perd sa
lessive., If you try to wash a negro's head you are losing

your soap. That is the situation with regard to the communists,
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Statements have been made, I believe, in the press, by people
who are some of the highest pcople in the Canadian army that w
there was clear evidence to.show'that the communist party was
boring in into the army, What is going to happen? In 1919
when I came back from Germany and was in Paris, as I said a
moment ago, the communists thought they could bring about
revolution because they had o considerable hold on the army,
And I heard a lot of communistic talk amongst the French
soldiers; and finally when they realized that they could not
depend on the troops that were in Paris they had to give up
the ghost,

MR, MacINNIS: Mr, Chairman, suppose cverything the
witness has sald 1s true, as far as we are concerned he is
dealing with assumptions. This committee cannot rccognize
agsumptions,

MR, BERTRAND: No; if y0u'admit everything he says is
true -- |

MR. MacINNIS: I am not admitting it; but suvpposc it is,
it still remains, as far as this committee is concerned, for
the witness to give evidence,

MR, BLACK: He is giving us his own personal cxpericnces,

MR, BENCE: The witness is perfectly consistent., He
believes the communist party is detrimental to this country
at any time and he is basing his argument on their philosophy
and he says we should not allow them to propagandize in this
country at any time, whether in war or in peace. The problem
that we have to dcal with in sitting on this committce is
whether, if the communist party is legal, it is of great
danger to this country at the present time and likely to
affect our war effort, If i1t is dengerous to the country -t
this time then it would be dangerous to this country in perce
time.

MR, BERTRAND: Our problem is whether it is more dangerous
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to legalize it than to leave it as 1t 1is,

MR, BENCE: Purely from the viewpoint of Canada's war
cffort, I om against the communist party 100 pcr cent,
naturally, but the point is this, that we cannot decal with it
cn any other basis than whether or not they ore going to be
subversive of Canada's war effort.v That is what the Defence
of Canada Regulations arc made for,

MR, ROSS: The witness thinks they would he,

WITNESS: Here is my answer., Suppose that an individual
had a2 criminal intent against another individual -- and I
think we can sey beyond doubt that the communist party has had
a criminal intent against the state up to a certain time,

Their admission is there in black and white. If an individual
had a2 criminal intent against a certain individual and he comes
to you and he says, "Well, my mother and my sister have come
to me and they have prevailed upon me that I should not en-
deavour to kill that man any more." What else have you got
but his own word? Should you judge him in the light of his
past wrongdoing and his past 1life? His past life has bcen
his intent and desire to kill that individual., That is the
thing that he has preached cver since he was able to prezch
anything, the thing which he has kept constantly at in a
constant way.

BY MR, MAYBANK:

Q. I think there 1s one point we might kecp in mind in
regord to this submission and that is whether the communist
party may be a lot of bad eggs or not, We have already
decided that they are quitg legal as far as the criminal
law 1s concerned ond quite a proper orgonization up until the
time of the passing of the Defonce of Canada rcgulations,
There used to be o law that rother impinged upon that, 1t wos
called section 98, Now we wiped that out. That does not say

quitc that we gove them a clean bill of health, but it does
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sayvthat we declared that there was nothing in the criminal
law especially to impinge upon that, That being the case we
surely are in this position: there is nothing at 2ll to be
considered by this committee except the danger, and I would
say the present danger, not future danger, of the communist
party with reference to the war effort and that only. If we
go any further than that we are going into a field that has
already been pretty well gonc over.

MR, BERTRAND: We have to admit that they are working on
common ground, There is a document that was sent to a few
persons in Montreal dated September 11, 1941. I have & copy
of the document, This document shows that what the witness
is saying now is true. I &m. informed that the Mounted Police
have not been able to identify the document as an absolute

authentic document, but I think with this explanation the
. document should be read to the committee,

MR, MAYBANK: I do not wish to stop the presentation at
all.

WITNESS: May I give an explanation of the vicwrnoint?

MR, MAYBANK: It certainly is clear that parlisuent has
alrcady settled that in peace time these people arc all right
or at any rate no special law is neccssary, so unless we
keep our heads solely to the question of injury to the war
effort it seems to me we will be going far beyond our terms
of reference.

WITNESS: Would you just let me say a word here, gentle-
men? You have amongst your members a man who was & Crown
prosecutor for many many years and who has had expericnce in
criminal law and 1its enforcement before the courts., I refor
to Mr, Bertrand. He will tell you, I am sure, notwithstanding
the fact that section 95 was done away with, an offence, if it
‘is equivalent to sedition, still comes under the Criminal Code,

MR, MAYBANK: Oh, sure,



A-15

WITNESS: And your secticns 39A and 39B, with the
exception of a very few words, arc the equivalent, arc they
not, to sedition in the Criminal Code?

MR, BERTRAND: About the same..

WITNESS: Now, this gentleman,who has expeérience with
crime in & big city such as Montreal, knows also that our
Criminal Code falls far short of the necessary requiremonts
to protect the state ageainst what has been called "organized
crime.” The code is 2ll right to deal with the average in-
dividual criminal; the code is all right to deal with what I
would call the incidental criminal, but the code surely is
not sufficient t6 deal with organized criminal rackets, and
the communist party is better organized than any criminal
racket has been organizod on this whole continent. The
communist, as I attempted to show a moment ago, knows that we
deal with things in a certain manner; we are gentlemen, and
we boast of that quality, if it is a quality, that we have;
thercfore I say you cannot deal with the communist party in
the same way as you can deal with some other political move-
ments of another kind., They are particularly strong in their
way of organizing underground, bocause it has been their
traditions ever since there has been communism. They have
studied that; they have had generations of men who have made
it a constant 1ife study, and that 1s why I say that the
individual communist is an individual who represents the
gravest danger for Canads ~nd its institutions.

BY MR, BENCE:

Q. Do you believe then that there should be a restoration
of something like section 98 of the Criminal Code? A, I
belicve it wdﬁld help very very much, and I think I can say
this, spcaking for our group, that we would favour that
immensely, and I think that we can go & step further and say

that the province of Quebec 28 a whole would favour that, T
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say that without any hesitation of any kind.

Q. I prcsume you would favour what they call padlock
legislation? A, Quite, ond I have no doubt also --

MR, BERTRAND: Wc¢ would not go that far in Quebec,

WITNESS: As far as I am concerned I am ready to make
tho gtatoment. |

MR, BERTRAND: The pacdlock law was such o law that a
padlock could be put upon 2 house and there was no writ or
anybody arrested.

THE CHAIRMAN: That is o horse of another colour,

WITNESS: May I say this also, sir, that you surely
would have much better information on that than wo have,

You can get very much better informntion than we have, I
should think, from the Royal Canadian Mounted Police,
BY MR, MacINNIS:

Q. Does the witness know of any other democratic
.country at this time in which the communist party is declared
en illegal organization? A. Well, offhand I would not be
able to tell you, but I think that the "Worker’ is still
under an indictment in England.

Q. That 1s true, A, It is the greatest source of
propaganda,

MR, BENCE: That is a paper,

BY MR, MacINNIS:

Q. That is a paper. It was banned,as Sir Norman
Birkett said when he was before us, because of propaganda;
it created a defeatist attitude during the war. He

also

pointed out that no communists in Great Britain were arrested

since the war began and the organization has always
functioned., The same is true in the United Stutes and the
same is true in most of the countries that we know.,

A, Father Chagnon will ponssibly be better able to answer your

uestion than I am, In anv eve ; ;
q . n any event, there is this, have we got
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to take the same attitude as other countries? If we feel,in

Canada it 1is dangerous for us does it matter to us in Canada

what England or what the United States is doilng or not doing?
BY MR, MacINNIS:

Q. Well, only in this connection, that you mentioned a
moment ago the fact that the communist par®ty wes expert in
underground activity. They became c¢xperts in underground
activity in my opinion because cvery democratic movement in
Russia was suppressed and it has always been suppressed, and
there was no other way in which the people who disagreed with
the government could give coxpression to their point of view,
and coﬁsequently there grew out of the conditions which they
were compelled to adopt that attitude., I think we should
hesitate for fear by suppression we might just create the
thing that we are afraid of. A. Well, what difference is
there bcetween the individual whe says, "I am going to go out
and kill somebody," and the individual who thinks that he is
going to go out and kill somebody? I think they are both
dangerous and I belleve that a revolver should be kept away
from both of them.

BY MR, BENCE:

Q. The point is this, and as I understand Mr. MacInnis
I would put it this way, that the communist party was legal
before the war and presumably it will be legal after the war,

MR, MacINNIS: Unless there is legislation passed de-
claring them illegal.

MR. BENCE: The only reason they are illegal now is be-
cause 1t is feared they will interfere with Canada's war
effort, Inevitably if we continue the ban on tﬂe communist
party and they are able to build up in the minds of the people
of this country generally the belief that they should not be
illegal and they are able to present to the peoplc of the

country generally cases which appear to be absolutely
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unanswerable they are going to bring to their banner, as a re-
sult of what they claim is prosecution -- I am not saying it
is -- many many people who would not have thought of joining
the communist party otherwise, and that is the thing I am most
concerned about, A, That is a question of psycholcgy with
reference to revolutionary movements. ‘Whom have they attacked
more bitterly in Canada? They have attacked bitterly in
Canada not the Liberals nor the Conservatives, but they have
attacked most bitterly the C.C.F.,, and not because they do

not agrece with them, no, but because they want revolution,

MR, MARTIN: Mr, MacInnis in particular.

WITNESS: I do not know whether they have attacked Mr.
MacInnis in particular; I know they have attacked Mr, Woodsworth
considerebly and Mr, Coldwell rccently very very much. They
have laid their attack precisely at the door of the C.C.F., or
the socialists because socialism, as far as they can see it
themselves, does not advocate the overthrow of the state by
force or violence, The cormunists want fto keep their own
electoral clientele and be able to secure a further clientele;
so the socialists are being severely dealt with; it is not
socialists who are going to handle the peoples'! probicms, say
the communists, because look at how they are cooperating with
the bourgeoisie. They tcll the socialiéts, "We are going to

overthrow.the state by violcnce and we want you to help us in
doing this job." If I were a socialist I dc not know whether
vould not resent that language very mucnh.
BY MR. BENCE:

Q. Possibly if you were a socialist you might feel 1like
dealing with them with the 1ron hand or with the strong whip,
but it may be the very best thing that would increasc the
prestige of the very party that you were hanning. A, It may
be a questlon of psychology applied to revclution, Here is

the point., When this war is over I say they will be a great

danger, especially immediatcly when our soléiers come back
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from overscas and immediately our industries have to tell
their workers that there is no more work for them, That is
where the communist party would be of great danger, much
more danger than it is at the present time on the 2nd of
July, 1942, That is when they are going to bring about
their revolution, their bloody revolution.

MR, MAYBANK: We may be able to prevent that by having
work for them to do.

WITNESS: How are you ‘going to do that with these
soldiers,.  sip? May I ask, will you be able to, when they
come back and take off their uniforms, give them a job at
$25 or $35 a weck? You won't be able to do that and that is
the period they are going to use.

MR, MacINNIS: If the wer lasts several years longer
you admit we will be able to finance the war, and surely we
will be able to finance our people in peace and provide them
with work, That is a social problem the government can take
care of, and surely the government will have a constructive
proposal to take care of a situation of that kind.

WITNESS: ©Let me put 1t this way. Suppose when the
war 1s over and the communist party is legal and at that time
Soviet Russia will not be in the war any more, are not they
going to go back to the platform they have stood for?

MR. BENCE: Naturally.

MR, MacINNIS: Possibly they will.

WITNESS: They will only wait for that very minute.

MRf MacINNIS: We are looking for a new order arfter the
war in which Russia will teke her part in reconstruction, a
new international order, That 1s iwplicit in the statements
made by Roosevelt and by Churchill and by the Russians them-
selves,

MR, BENCE: A 20-year pact,
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BY MR, MARTIN:

Q. The question I think you should bear in mind is this
and when Mr, MacInnis put the question to you you said,"Well,
what doecs it matter what thcy do in England or what they do in
the United States." From one point of vieﬁ your observation
is correct; on the other hand we can profit possibly from the
experience of thosc countrics, and the question I should like
you to consider, Mr, Penwverne is this, having in mind your
objective, which I agree with, that is to say, you do not
like the communists, you arc afraid of their doctrine, I
share that opinion, but I am wondering whether or not you are
not defeating your purpose, I am not saying you are, I am
just wondering. The English c¢xample 1s a pretty strong one
where they laugh at communists, We say, oh, well, the problem
is different in that we have a different kind of population
and so on. I am not convinced that the ﬁroblem is any
different and I think that what you should consider here is
to demonstrate to us that the communists will meke more hcad-
way under a system of freedom than they will under = systen
of restraint, That, at any rate, would be the point that you
would have to convince me on. Without interfering with your

presentation, I wish you would address yourself to that,

(B follows)
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THZ CHATRMAN: Mr. Martin, is it not a fact that one of
the reasons why communism did make such headway in Britain was
because the laboring class in Britain were bztter organized
than in any other country, and on a busis that kept them
free frow the-policies und advocacies of communists, while
in Cansda ¢né the United Stales they were not, the trade unions
were not orcanized on the basgsis of recl trade uanionism; and
fhey did in England, and that is why the comaunists had a
profitoHeficld of activities in making converts an¢ adherents,
by making representations to unorganized l.ber vho zre at
a ¢isidvantage, not being genuine trate associations or whit-
ever it might be; that would bu far better and that is the

.

reason why they took easicr in Canade than they dicd in Britain?
Any is it not a fact that it is evidcence that they have made
some headway in luabor organiz:ations just by the repruscuta-
tions that werec made to this committece cince we have been
sitting?

1’ Re MARTIN: That may bo true, but it cows not convince
me. I have in mind this: <for instancs, Curcinil Verdicr,of
Puris, was one of the princes of the church who tuck the view

that the way to ¢cal with communism in Prance wes to m oot

it out in thc ppon, anc he cié not ban their public:ution.

I have talkid to liim about -this thing. Then, pirhecps the

lecéing philosoph.r in the Ccthiclic church, Jacques MNaritin,
takus the samc viow; thet wo do not want coumunists snd thoir
dootrine of ruform and so onj; tiauy aro abhorunt Ho us becausc
of thoir perticulear materialistic interprotation of history
and S0 on. 3But thorz is amoth.r point of view (but I have
alwaye shared your own, and I it not convincad tihih it has
been a wg9c one); mow, in my owa city we hzve o stron: lubor
organization anc thut orgenizution hos bocn;l must say at

the outsst thet it wis domin.tod undoubtedly by communist
influences, =pd in somc rosroete it is net fr : from tiat

now; but the infTlucnec of Maritin:-- :nd this is somcbhing
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ir which vou will be intcrusted -- he cume to this very eity
snd visitcd onz of the Chtholic collenes with the rusult that
the nricts in that collecge =r. taking a vital intorest in the
problom of orgunizcd lebor and nowr you will iind in thowe

traée union orgonizations a great d.al of tho locul communist
influcnee has actually gonc down beceussc of the intercst of the
church in training its pricssts and its laym.n to 2t spprocition
of the situations 4And oftur all the church, through tho

oyl cneyclicily his no rarson to fo.l that it 1s not
progrcessive in this nmoveorient; snd rathor thin curb communists
by léw they have gone into. their mectings and Lhave met thom
face to facc, Ancd I must say that thet proccdufw sccme to have
had a grzeetor progress than thc padlock moethod. Now, therc is
the issu?®, 1t sceas to mo, '*hich I put to you in the best of

f2ith, 2nd ‘bucauss it is quite ovident th .t paic a

lot of attcntion to tiis problom. I should very much like to

have your commcnts on ite.

WITNESS: " Well, br, Martin, w. came horc . ith il intostior

of not cdupliccting our ovidencce znd Futher Chagnon will bo zauch
mor: blc than I to answcr your quoustion. It was our intontion
that that aspcet of the question 'ould bu tolk.n vp ¢ rofully

by Father'Ch:.gnoh; and,~ I Bolilve, Mr., Ch

hcad of substantial orgeniz-tions of Cutholic workurs, wnd ho
will L2180 by abld 56 8pJuk 01 tict,

Tt scoms to us thit the pr-ot of L0 party cnd its multicle

chonges of front or linu induco the groctest caution’in
accoepting ths pruscnt prorouwncom.nts of pu
face viiuc. The crimincl ciugat in the toils of justice -nd
scising thsz po3asibility of csciping the consccusnc.s si hiis
nuisdeeds is very 1izblc tol beeore =n cloguent sriuchor of cll
th. virtuecs ané ¢ nodel of eivie reetlitudc. But only L gonti-
ncntal scb-sister would be tokon in by his. words.

Sincc the purty is precludéoud by the bin iron 2eting atitte

aidl
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prescnt, the value given to its pronouncements is to be gaugcd
by its pzst: that past has carncd the inccreerteion of its
lcaders and the ban of the party. Virtuous pronounccments

are no gueranteec of pcrmencnt rcform.

Since there is little possibility of completec
knowlcdge of communist activity at present for the man in the
strcct or members of the housc, duc to the undcrcovér nature
of that activity,‘it is evident that the main source of
information shoul& be thosc whose duty it is to fcrret out
and study that underground, subvecrsive activity; we are fortun-
atc in having in Cansda a body of necn unequalled in their
rccord for dcaling with that sort of thing. Thc fact that the
R.C.M.P, have continually been sniped at by party members and
their sympathisers throughout the land should prove to mcmbors
of thc committec the value of their testimony. Therzs is
nothing the party fears morc than the dispassionate rceital
by the R.C.M,P. of the facts they know frcm their investig-
ations. If thcy testify that those communists still at large
and those who have been kxnown in the past to accapt the
leadership of the party are still continuing their wontod
activitics in the trzde unions and in our irdustrial life,
then it is only sound cormon sense to disregerd the high-
sounding public pronouncenients of the party lozders and
the specious arguments of sympathisers, bc they paid legal
lights or misguided, so-called liberals with 2 long-stending
pink huec,

England has not changed its attitudc towards the
party: theé ban is still on the Daily Worker despite tremendous
prcssure brought by mass meetings, etc. Pronouncenents by
labor leaders and parliamcntary officials denonstrate that they
ars too well aware of thc true character cof the party to be
taken in by any change assumed under the exigencics of prescnt
circunistances. Attorney General Biddle of the U.S. has rccently

shown what he thinks of the sarec group. The vast majority of
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;‘the pcople of Canzda waos porfectly satisficd that the governunient
did the right thing by putting the corxmunists wherc they
could do no herm: they will be just as satisficd if the govern-
nent koceps therm there as long as there is scrious business to
bc done.
BY MR. BINCE:

Q. Are you rcferring to tho‘Bridggs case? A...Yes,

MR. MAYBANK: You had better couple that with thc Biddle
casc, because thoy occurred sinwultencously.

WITNESS: That was cbout the samc tine.

MR. MAYBA4NK: Whet I mecon is, we arc citing that, soncthing
that was done in a foreign country, cnd that is not quite
germaine, and I think that thcy should bc brought in togecther.

I think we have to cite thc Bidcdle casc alongsidc the other
one becausc thoy conc together.

WITNZSS: I for onc naintein the point of view that

I was exglaining a monment ago; that becausc certain things
night be acceptable in certain countrics thers is no reasson
why they should be acceptable here. May I say this, that
I am convinced aftcr hcving been in the other war, and after
having bcon in touch with verious papers and various stotuses in
socicty, that I an practically certain of onc thing, that
public opinion is nuch morc enlightened in England thon it is
here in this country. I beclicve thot the average Englishnicn
can takc in the situation z little better than the average
Canadian; I may be right or I may bec wrong, but that is my
considered opinion, that certain propaganda might not be
dengerous in England whereas it might be dangercus herc.
And I would say, to be fair, that certain propaganda micht be
dangerous to the Roman Catholic which might not be Gangerous
to the non-Catholic. It might be dangegous in nmy province.

MR. BERTRAND: That is your vicw,anyway?

WITNESS: Right,

6. Air to the Russian allies has nothing to co with the
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‘present question: we aze decling with the cormunist party cf
Cenzda, which on its own teostimony scvered its conncction with
thc Russian dominated Third International, and clccts to stand
on its own record and ncrits.

It is to be borne in nind that wec are dcoczling with
e party founded for thec sclc purposc of carrying on revolu-
tionary activity; its whole stratcgy, its mentality is focusscc
towards that purpose and the nicans it adopts ard dircctsd and
chosc¢n with thet end in vicw. This is anply bornec out by
the past history of the party in Czonade cna corroboratced by
that of cormunist parties in other lands; clever use of fraud,
deceit are part of its stock in trade, until circumstencces
bring about the possibility of its assumiing pewer, at which
tine it appears in its true colours. Every democrctic country
which has allcwed cormiunism to operate within its berders has
had to pay the price in revolution andéd bloodshed, In declin
with shifty, crefty opponents one must be thoroughly on one's
guard znd never riore so than when they appcar, all sweetness
and light, to be full of freidnly protestations and warn
expressiins of undying devotion,

It is true that there appcars in C.P. circles still
operative a fervent zeal against thc Axis, agesinst the fascists
(most of the agitation for lifting the ban is carricd on unéoer
the slogan of "Free the Anti-fascists"). What else is to be
cxpected? For years the fascist and nazi organizetions huve
clained, rightly or wrongly to have cone into cxistence for
the purposc of fighting the cormunist orgsnization. The two
groups have becn nmortal foes (except during the strange intor-
lude when Russian communisn's alliance with Hitler naziisnm
allowed the latter to start thec war) for years, and now, thc
denccracies, of which they arc both cqually foes, are lined up
in 2 life and death struggle against the nazi-fascist aggrcgation.

The cormunist group throughout the world arc in the position
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of having their main battle fought for them: is if any
wonder that they profess great enthusiasm for the war? What
else is to be expected? The thought, however, should not be
absent from our mind,'that they are perhaps expecting to
profit by the exhaustion of the democracies at the end of the
struggle, to take up again their interrupted world revolution-
ary aggression agginst them., Naturally they are not going
to stress that side of their war attitude. But it is not
impossible that evidence exists in the government files that
such a state of mind exists., It certainly would explain a
lot of newly born cnthusiasm. And it should zive the true
fricnds of Canada and democracy seriously, furiously to think.

Now, Mr, Chairman, on thc subjcect of meetings, I have here
some of their propaganda since the war started. I have here
the Beacon, published by the Young Communists Lcague -- this
bears no date but from the text we can decide that it was
written late in 1940. And now, herc in the Beacon, published
by the Y.P.L., the communist organization in QJucbec, they have
exactly the same sensc of thought and the same vicws as
expressed in the programmc of the Canadian communist party
in 1934.

BY MR. BERTRAND:

Q. Will you show us the text which is similar?
A. I have marked somec of it.

MR. MARTIN: You might esteblish the date on which that
issue of the Beacon was published.

WITNESS: This would be from the same oontext,

MR. MARTIN: That would be after Junc of 19419

WITNESS: No, pricr to Junc of 1941, This quitec
evidentally was written in 1940, because it has no refcrecnce

tc Russia being in the war. Now, let us see:
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"Neithcr of the two groups of belligerent countrics
lags bchind the other in plunder, atrocitics and the
cndless brutalities of war. But in order to fool

the proletariat and distract its attention from the

only rcal war of liberation, namely, civil war against

the bourgeoisie both of *'its own' and ‘foreign'
countries, in order to further this lofty aim, thec
bourgeoisic of each country strives, by mcans of lying
partiotic phrases, to extol the significancc of 'its
own' national war, and to assert that it strives

to vanquish the enemy, not for the scke of plundering

and seizing territory, but for the sake of 'libcrating'

all other peoples except its own."
That is very good revolutionary defeatism,

MR. BENCE: <*hat little book to which you referred;
what is that?

WITNES:: That is the prograrmc of the communist party
in Canada, It is also printed in French.

MR. ROSS: I asked you whether or not ther:c was any
constitution or bylaws of the programme of the communist
party in Canada either or before or since the period from 1937
and 193872

MR. ANDERSON: I think we can decal with that,

MR. BENCE: Do you remember that?

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, I have material to submit on thet.

THE CHATRMAN: Was 1938 the time of the change?

MR. ANDERSON: That was in 1937,

WITNESS: From the French edition,"ce que veut le"™ --
what thc communist party wants. And that was printed by,
Association Des Editions Contcmporaines, Montreal -- it was
publishcd in December of 1934 by the Contemporary Associztion
of Montreal, Quebec -- and that is where you can find the most

violent talk against the Canadian solialists, the C.C.F. party.
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MR. BENCE: They arc not the only ones whe talk against
the C.C.F,

WITNESS: Some peoplc might find it rather strange at
tinos.

MR. BERTRAND: I think thc committee ought to have. the
part whero they refer to the C.C.F. party; thc conmunist party
arc absclutcly wrong if thosc documents are there.

MR. MARTIN: There is no qucstion about that.

WITNESS: They start on page 35 under the heading,

"No Neced of Revolution", and thcy say:

"The social-rofornists of the C.C.F. say. thcrc is no

need of a rcvolution. They say democracy has prepared

for the workers all the neans ncccssary tc achieve
socialism. Lct the workers usc universal suffrage,

they say, to scnd C.C.F. lcaders intc the legislative

assenblies., Let then forn a najority in thesc assembliess

When this is done, the rocad is cpen to pass laws

abelishing the capitalist systcn. Of course, there is

the B, N. A. Act which prohibits the confiscation of

of property by legal procedure, but this, say the C.C.F,

leaders, can be overcome. Let us revise the B.N.A., ict

so as to pernit parliamcnt to cnact socialist legislation.

Let parliancnt then enact a law which orders the big

corporations to cede somc of their incdustrial establish-

nents and their property to the state. Lot us ﬁot
expropriate them, say the C.C.F. lecaders, not by any
means! Let us pay thcem with bonds issued by the govern-
nent and redecmable in the futurc. This will mcan intro-
ducing socialism by pacific mcthods. No revolutions;

no scizure of power; no infringenent upon the law; no

nass action; no expropriation of the exploiters. Every-

thing lawful. Everything in a gentlemanly fashion, The
electoral law works. Thc citizens votc., The lcgislators

assenble. They count noscs and find a C.C.F. najority.
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The C.C.F, majority in the Housc of Cormons, possis Q
law. Copitalism passcs ~ut, the big trusts boy bzfore
the wiliof " Eho pooplet.t " eortlonbn J you nro tho
lawful hoirs of our systum', they say pelitely, und
lezve the stags fer thce Wocdswrirths und 'their zssccictoes.
Yhat a sweect picturc! .nd how dceertive! WWe <re
sorry to mar such an idyllic scene. But ws cormunists
are reclists, and we éo not wish to be ‘carricé away by
fanecics,. cspeeially when these Tancics drc beneficisl

to tho bapitalist systor. as thcy tené ts keep workers

fror. fighting the ecapitalist stnte." Anc 85 on and
so on, I could quote it ad nauscum, the whole thing. Thoerc
arc ab:sut eighty odé pages of it; and ﬁnfcrtunately, take
tho French translation, Mre Chairran, it is very bad Frerch,
but still it ney bs very good propagonda.

Now, I éco not know whebthor this evidenco hes béun placcd
before thc cormittee or whether you want that evidcnee, but
the evidence is there; and possibly sonc cof the poople riight
prescnt that evidence if it has not been presented tc you
alrcadye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, we will have it.

MR. BENCE: Could we have that little bock?

THE CHnIRMAN: You will have it, I think,

WITNISS: You will find the materisl which I just read
in the bock at pagc 35 and continucd on page 36. Now, that
is the doetrinc of tho cormunist party in Canada.

KHR. BENCE: You said@ that you worc linking that up with
the other papers therc, the Y.C,L, paper, could you give
us sonthing in that indicative that that pclicy 'is in‘forco?

WITNESS: Yos. 'This is from pege 2: therc is sc¢ nuch
to it that it is vory haré to locate.

"The fact that the inperizlist war hes entered a new stage

of fcrocious intensity, thet :'cur own' inperizlists have
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been suficring dofc:zts, =né thot roaction is z2ing to
fronziocd cxtreres in its attocks on the working class ==
211 this puts to the éharpcst tcst the revoluticnary
firrmess and understanding of cvery cormmunist.
It is at times likc this that the bourgecoisic,
along with its violencc and fascist rcpression, cxcrts the
full pressurc of chauvinisr:, of capitalist deception
anC. hysteria, in an attezpt to wipe out the influcnce of
the class-conscious vanguard of thc workers, to defecat
the strike on¢ anti-conscritpion and other struggles
of the¢ working people, ancC to harncss the nasses to the
war rnachine of imperislism,
MR, BERTR-MD: You have no docuriont sinilar to that
published after the cntry of Russia into the war?
WITNESSt No. Therc is the Beacon. Thero is herc a
political lctter dated Decerb.r, 1940:
"Ye proposc an indcpendent pcople's government." That
is very nuch along the sciue lines. Therce is an appcal to the
French in rospect to Canadicn crmancipation as it relates to
French Caneda and it is signcd@d, Sydacy B. Rycrson, who was
I believe up to the cend of 1940 the scerctary of the cormunist
party for Canaca, Qucbec scction. Hc has bzen replaccé by
a French-Canadian sincc.
MR. McKINNON: Wherc is hc now?
WITNESS3: He is still in some executive capacity, he
has not been grabbed up, to my knowlcdge.
lMR. MARTIN: And you say that he was succeccded by a
French-Cconadian?
WITNZS5: Ycs. The namc cf the new man ‘is Enery Sanuecl,
You will scec what they say hcre on page 11 of this letter:
"The comrade who rcplaccs nc will carry the full political
responsivility of lcader of thc party in Gucbee., 4s for
nysclf, whilc charged by our lcadership with now tasks,

I shall continue (I could not, .indced, do otherwisel)
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to give of the best of ny strength and cnergy to thq
rcvolutionary struggle for the enancipaticn of French-
Canada",
You see, they do what we call in French give thenm the carte
blanche -- extend the opcn hand -- they say that they will

work with you. They go on:

"We rust take drastic and far-reacéhing measurcs to assist

then in reaching thce masses of anti-conscriptionists,
thc thousands in the treining camps anc barracks, the
youth ih the factorics, all thosc who arc only waiting
for organized, livce lceacdership.”
"Our Freonch-Canccian comrades nust henceforth

‘constitute, in thc leading posts, not only a nunicrical
najority (which has long becn the case), but thc actual,
responsible leaders. This developrnient, undcr way Br a

long tine, will now bc ccecentuated. To assure that ths

takes place, I propose, with the agrecnicnt cf our party's

lcadership, to resign as provincial seeretary, in order

that a French-Canadian should be clected tc this key

post. Lect no one consider this a symbolic gesture, simply.

The comrades who replaces nic will carry the full pelitical

responsgibility of leader of the party in Quebee., As for
nyself, whilc chargec by our lcadership with ncw tasks,
I shall continue ( I could not, indced, 2o othorwisel!)
to give of the best ¢f ny strensth ané cnergics to the
revolutionary struggle for thc cnancipation of French

Canacal

find T qucte that from this lettcer which says the annuzl nceting

rcplaced Mr. Ryerson by this other fellow by the nanic of Sanuel,

MR. McKINNON: Is this fellow Scrwmel still active?
WITNESS: He is very active. I think possibly ny good
friend here, r. Chagnon nay be a little norc au courant with

thate
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MR. ROSS: Docs hc mention force? He used the word
revelutionary, does he mcan by that force of arms?

WITNISS: Yos. You will see that all throughout this
issuc of the Beacon. 4néd I have here a copy of the "Red
Martlet", which was intended for McGill students, and which
is also issuecd by the Corrmunistic Youth League. The wording
of these four pamphlets which have been published in 1940 --
I do not know whether that one was or not, the Red Martlet
is of Dccember, 1940 -- the text shows the desires and
expresses then exactly as being in keeping with the prograrme
of the cormunist party of 1934. You will find cther stuff
there; you will find stuff such.as this, for instance: this
is entitled, "Tc becat the conscription plot of the King governmenti®™
It is addressed, to the parcnts of Canada, and to the militafy
"trainces"; ané this was in an cnvelope bearing the absolute

'ddtc‘of October, 1940. I will nct quote the whole thing; but
with respect to conscritpion it says you nust fight the wﬁole
thing. It says, "the conscripted men nust fight for their
intcrest, and for the intcrest of the Canadian cormion people
against those of the exproitersy™ ind then, "learn the art
of war, so you nay be able to fight for an indepcndent socialist
Canacda, frece fron the rulc of Canadian exploiters who are
the lackics cof foreign powers.

MR. MARTIN: I put a question to Mr. Cohen when hc was
on the stand about that and he adrniitted it.

WITNESS: He adnitted that?

MR. MARTIN: Yes, when he was here,

MR, DUPUIS: Have you any such naterinl published since
January of 1941°?

WITNESS: No, Mr. Dupuis, unfortunately I have not.

I said beforc you came into the roon thaat they are very

cautious poople. They have now changed -- you have this letter
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fron Mr. Tin Buck which is dated in 1941, shortly after Russia °
got into the war, which is an absolute contradiction from the
first word to the last of the principles of the cormunist party
in Canacda., You can and you niust look all that over vecry very
carefully at thc present tinme, sir.

Here is sorie matericl from 1940, though, sent out as a
Christnas card, Mr. Chairman; greetings for Christmas 2nd the
New Yecar; and the nost violent wording there is used.

THE CHAIRMAN: Who scnt that?

WITNESS: This is thc Montreal section of the corrunist
perty, the Ydung Corrmunist Lcague.

MR. MacINNIS: Docs it mention "Bhristmas greeting"?

WITNESS: Herc on the face is, "Christmas and the New
Year™; and it says:

"On the even of the New Year, faced with continued

nisery and bloodshed, the corrmnist party urges you to

follow the example of the Sovict people who, led by

the comnmunist party of Lenin and Stalin, rid themselves

for all tine of thcir landlords and capitalists, took

control of thcir own destinics and of the weelth of their
country anc obtained liberty, equality, sccurity, culture
and opportunity for all." And then it goes on with,

"Pcace on earth, good will towards men",

MR. MacINNIS: Your main point in mentioning it was

that it rather indicates that perhaps they are under the
genercl inpression that after all there is sonething in their
change of hcart, beccause that is a rether clear recognition
of the birth of Christ and of the benefit that He brings to
the world,

MR. MARTIN: I do not know whether Mr. MacInnis is being

factitious or not now,

THE CHAIRMAN: He is trying to be. Did you say it was scnt

out as a Christmas card?
WITNESS: On the facc it says, "Grecetings for



B-14

Christrnas anc thc New Ycar".

MR. MaRTIN: I know that I have sent greetings to
scrie of ny Jewish constituents on their inportant cay.

MR. McKINNON: You don't niss a bet, do you?

WITN.:iSS: In this card, by the way, if you arc interested,
it says: "Christnas weck, traditicnally associatcd with pence
end the brotherhood of nman, finds us in the 16%th nonth of
horrible war."

"In this fcsitve season of interchange of prescnts --
what gifts do the¢ rulers of Canaca and of the British Zrpire
offer the pcoplc for the coming year?

Mr. Churchill is giving the pcople ® blood, teil

tears and éwoat'.

Mr. King is giving the pcoplec betrayals and brokcn
proniscs -- a policy of extcnded war with ccnscription
to provide its cannon foddor.

Mr.. Lapointe is giving conccntration canps for thosc
who defend the truc intcrecsts ¢f the pcople ai:ainst
the war profiteers.

Mr. McLarty is giving the pecople the buréden of war
costs, throush crushing taxation and a Hitler savings
plan.

Mr. Gerdiner is giving‘the ferners starvation prices,
Mr. T. D. Bcuchard is giving the unerniployed his

slave labor plan,

Ané to the bankers and industrialists they zive
subsidies, record-breaking prcfits in war contracts,
and the 'green light! to'disrcgard the rights of labor."

MR. MARTIN: Mr, T. D, Bouchard is mentioned, what cocs
it say of Mr. Michaud, what is he coing?

WITNESS: *e is not indicated &o far..

MR. DUPUIS: sire you zoing to file all this?

WITNESS: Hcre is another one: "Canacdiens Debouti™,
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And so on. They are ready to say all sorts of lies. Now,
another one here is entitled "1917 - 1940,.Twenty-three
Years of Socialist Freedom." The document extols the virtues
of Soviet Russia and sé on. They call the bourgeoisie of
Canada everything under the sun, and I think they %cke a poke
or two at the C.C.F. in this document, Another document is
"Stop the Blitzkrieg on Lives and Livelihcod." It ovens with
these words, "Fellow Cznadians," 2nd was signed by "Evariste
Dube, President, the Quebec Perty, and "Emery Samuel,
Secrctary."

BY MR, DUPUIS:

Q. What is the date? A.. According to the envelope
wvhich was attached to it it was dated June, 1941.

BY MR, MARTIN:

Q. What date, Junc 1941? A. June 1G641. I coulad

possibly give you the exact date,
i BY MR, MacINNIS:

Q.- Before the 22nd? A. June 6, 1941, In most of
these documents they speak against conscription an¢ so on
being adopted.

MR. BERTRAND: They were all in favour of a yes vohe;
they called a meeting in my district and filled a large hall
with about 600 people.

MR, DUPUIS: We know now why you had a majority in your
riding.

MR. MARTIN: Would you say they were the only ones in
Quebec who have changed their minds on conscription. Never
mind that question.

MR, MacINNIS: It was a leading question,

WITNESS: No, pot leading; I would not construe it that

way. Here 1s another document beaded "FEte du Travail, 1940,

Labor Day, 1940,"
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THE CHAIRMAN: No names on it?

WITNESS: No names of individuals,

MR, DUPUIS: I wonder if I could ask 2 question --

THE CHAIRMAN: He has one more document to file,

WITNESS: "May Day, 1940, for International Working Class
Solidarity! Against Imperialist War! For Peace and Socialism,"”
On page 3 they have the following:

"For scven bitter years the Canadian capitalists
backed Chamberlain's policy of building up Hitlerism,
Look back over the yeafs and ask: Why were Austria,
Czechoslovakia, Ethiopias, Albania, Spain, Memel z2nd China
sacrificed to the Berlin-Rome-Tokyo 2xis? Why did
Chamberlain lend billions of pounds to Hitler for arma-
ments, for the guns that now kill Britishers? Why the
Munich sell-out? Was Chamberlain mad?

No! Neither Chamberlain nor Mackenzie King were
mad, Hitlerism was deliber=tely built up, nation after
nation was sacrificed -- for an 2im!"

And they mention some of our Canadian bourgecols, Mr.Mackenzie
King and H.R, MacMillan, Sir Herbert Holt, I think they
mentioned the C,P.R. and Mr. Beatty, and so on. And this is
full of the same communistic talk as you will find in this
1935 programme,

Possibly the committee has not seen the letter written
by Tim Buck in 1941, that I referred to,

THE CHAIRMAN: There was a document referred to n fow
minutes ago by Mr, Bertrond 2nd I understand it wes 2 circuler
letter,

MR, BERTRAND: The document that was received by o few
persons in Montreal, which is dated the 11th of September,1941.

THE CHAIRMAN: I think we will leave 2ll reference to that
document off the record. The members will have the opportunity

to reed it,
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WITNESS: This is the last document, Mr, Chairman,
addressed "To the Military Trainecs and their friends." This
is a letter of March 1941 from the "Young Communist League,”

and it contains language such as this:

"Think bcfore you die!

They have conscripted you to die!
In a few days you and six thousand other twenty-one-year-
olds will be forced into Four Months' Troining.

How was the government able to enforce conscription
when the pebple elected them on their promise of !'No
Conscription'? Step-by-step -- first National Registra-
tion, next, thirty-days' training of non-permanent
militia, Then overnight, by order-in-council, King and
his big shots drafted the boys into the permanent army
reserves,

Where will this lead?

Can we trust the govermment's promises of !'Defence
of Canada's shores'? No, King and Ralston have already
pledged to send hundreds of thousands of you overscas to
protect the profits of Britain's war in Europe,

We Communists, told you 'Our' government would lcad
us to war!

We told you that these wer-mongers would enforce
conscription!

Now we tell you, 'Do not be tricked into going to
the graveyard of Europe, Asia, Africa!l

Get wise to yourself!

Don't be shoved from the bread-lines to the front-
lines for the sake of more and greater profits for the
big bosscs!

Cannon fodder is cheap for the profiteers who force
the people to pay for the war,

who interne trade union leaders,
who kill all personal freedom,'!
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They forced you from your hormes, your fricends.

Now at camp, demand good fo0d, enough clothing and
proper medical care, Tell them if you are fit to train,
they must keep you fit, Don't he a hewo fo-day %o be-
comc a cast-off hobo to-morrow!

If you sec & to-morrow!

Unitc at camp ond protest zzainst foweed tiaining.

Form camp committees to proftect yovr daily inter-
ests, to demand frecdom of speech!

Your slogans must be

'Four months must be the Limitu!l’
'We refuse to die on the giraveyard of EdrOpe
or Asiasv"
That 1s a1l I have to say, Mr. Chairwanr. Thang youn wery

much,

FATHER CHAGNON, called:

WITNESS: Mr, Chalrman, honourabie gentleircn, you will
easily see I am not very much at home in speaking in Enpzlish.
but if you will give me your indulgence I ghall attcmpt to
speek in that language and I hope you will be kind <ncugh to
excuse mistakes end defects. Probably I should cexplicin my
prescnce in this delegation. For meny years I was o plo-
fessor of Ethics at the Gregorinn University of Rome for six
years, 1934 to 1940, I am now professor of Bthics ab thc
Jesuit Seminary at Montreal, I have been interested in social
questions and made = particular study of the problem of
commurism., Besldes thot in my teacning work I took part in
the activities of the Ecole Sociale Ponulaire of Montresl,
This institute 1s under the direction of the Jesuilt priests
and has been working for more than thirty yocors in order to
promote social principles, spread christian socinl princisles.

5

organize lectures and publish publications anc magacines, ond

more recently editing & new Catholic reviev entitled "Reletjcag™
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Notwithstanding my poor capacities as °n English
speaker, I represent to-day the staff and also, I may say, I
express the views of all the readers and subscribers who
follow our publications,

Here is the problem we are facing: should the ban now
in existence on the communist party in Canada be lifted, re-
storing that party to legality? We answer in the negative,
and we contend that in order to preserve the security of this
country and to foil the enemies who plot subversive revolu-
tion, the ban on the communist party has to be maintained.

We hold that communist propaganda is detrimental to the vital
interests of our country and to the effieciency of the war
effort, We are firmly convinced that communist activities
are spreading seeds of social troubles and may devclop very
serious danger for the futurce, mostly in the after-war period.
Therefore, on account of its harmful propaganda the communist
party must remain an illegal organization, whose activity is
forbidden by the Defence of Canada Regulations.

Now to support this opinion I do not want to repeat the
argument so cleverly presented by Mr. Penverne. I just want
to submit that I believe we cannot forget the condemnation
pronounced in 1931 by & very high tribunal in Ontario after
a trial that revealed subversive activities of the party ang
more recently by a very important decision issued, I think,
by Mr, Justice Chevrier in the spring of 1940, We cannot
forget the sabotage work and the anti-Canadian propaganda
during the first two years of this war, From September 1939
to June 1941 how many pamphlets and marifestos were issued by
the Canadian communists representing this war as a great
"capitalistic affair,” 2 bloody enterprise for the interests
of big businesses,

BY MR, BERTRAND:

2. I read the same thing in Le Devoir in 1940. On the
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1st of July, 1940, Mr, Richer of Le Devoir sa2id something
similar to this. A, I am sorry, I do not want to discuss
the attitude or the standards of Le Devcir, At any rate

Le Devoir cannot be accuscd of communism., The communists
represent this war as a bloody entcrprise for the interests
of big business and internotional finance, 'They were preach-
ing defeatism and difstrust agoinst our government,

But now the Canadian comradcs emphatically express their
loyalty to Canada 2nd their zeal for a total war, How can we
explain that sudden change? 1Is it love for our country; is
it real patriotism that is the inspiring motive of this sudden
conversion? Is 1t not quite clear that our Canadian
communists. were converted to war by the aggressicn of Hitler
against Soviet Russia?

Now, because I just mentioned Soviet Russie I will try
in a few words to clarify our own position on this subject,

We have sincere admiration for the courage and the splendid
resistance of Russian armics dcfending their soil and their
homes against the brutality of hitlerian invasion, We approve
the collaboration, military and e¢conomic, with Russia to win
the war; but, as Mr, Churchill himself hes clearly stated,
collaboration with Russia does not mean epproval of communism,
admiration for Russia heroically fighting against Hitler does
not mean admiration for communism as such or even for the
communist experiment of Russia,

Now, after this statement on our own position towards
Russia, I want to consider where the Canadinn communist party
stands in this new situstion. The comrades have suddenly
passed from anti-war to pro-wor policy; they try to exploit
our cdmiration for Russion resistonce to invaders and trans-
form it 1nfo admiration for communism,

I shall now quote a few words from a recent manifesto,

issued since the entry of Russia into the wer, Here are the
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few words from the manifesto published in French; at least
I got a French copy.
BY MR, DUPUIS:

Q. Cen you produce the manifesto? A, I nave 2 few
lines, I did not get the whole manifesto, but I have a few
lines,

Q. Have you that manifesto here? A, I have not it in
my hands now, unfortunately. I think perhaps that Mw.
Penverne has this manifesto of the 1st of May, 1942, Here
are a few words:

"The people of the Soviet Union have acecepted enormous

sacrifices. . . they are going to fight until the end

in order to defend their new socialistic mode of life,

in which there is no exploitation of man by man, no

social inequality, no race hatred, The many national-

ities of the Soviet Union are bound by 2 firing
patriotism and o unity thet has won to them the admira-
tion of the whole world."

BY MR, MARTIN:

Q. What is wrong with that? I do not see anything vrong
with that so far, A. Please, sir, thoge very few words,
this apology for communism, I may say, covered with the cther
sentence -- we pay ourselves tribute of admiration to Russia
for the gallant fight -- but they say "they are goinz to fight
until the end in order to defend their new socialistic mode
of life, in which there 1s no exploitation of man by man, no
social inequality, no race hatred.," Having seen thcse words,
their clear policy, praise for communism, there implicitiy
they say in our country unfortunately there is this ezploitatim
of man by man --

~ BY MR. BERTRAND:
Q. There 1s no doubt that they are apologizing.
BY MR, MARTIN:

Q. Yes. A, They say there is no exploitation of man by
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man, no social inequality, no race hatred; it is a kind of
.paradisc.

Q. We have lots of race hatred in this country. You as
a French-Canadian should know that. A, I think there 1s
still communist propagande in this war. Of course, as Mr,
Penverne has mentioned, they are very careful ncw, and it is
covered up by this praise for the war effort. Now this 1is
the strategy of our Canadian communists: whilsthAdvocating total
war effort and full support to Russia, they will have & new
chance of spreading everywhere the seeds of a social revolu-
tion in Canada; the crusade against Hitler is just for them
a welcome opportunity of preparing the victory of communism
in a Canada that will reméin exhausted and overburdened by
the crucial problems of the after-war, If the communist
party is declared legal in our country, the comrades will
much more easily poison the workers' minds with Marxian
ideas, class hatred and the so-called "proletarian conscious-

ness,"

and later on at the right moment, they will be able
to start the revolutionary storm.

Nobody can deny, our communists are more than ever
planning a social and economic revolution.

Q. You say more than ever now? A, Exactly, because
I think they find new hope in these difficulties and in the
problems of after-war,

Q. You say in spite of their being declared illegal
they are doing 1t underground and are doing it more than
ever, That was your statement? A, Not exactly. They are
hoping, they are planning more than ever, They are more
careful in their propaganda; their propaganda is not so open
now; but we do not know exactly what they are saying in their
talks to the workers,

BY MR. BERTRAND:

Q. Have they created any strikes since Russia entered
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into the war?

MR. McKINNON: That is a herd thing to answer. I do not
know how any person can very well answer that.

BY MR, BERTRAND:

Q. Have they demanded shorter hours of work; have they
done anything like that?

MR, McKINNON: It is pretty nearly impossible to trace
it down. A strike may have taken place for any onc of 2
' dozen reasons. ‘

MR, O'NEILL: We might probably be on sound ground or
we may nat. We cannot prove anything.

MR, MARTIN: I would be inclined to think that they would

"not, but that document that Mr, Bertrand has produced disturbs
me, I think we should consider that later,

WITNESS: In the pamphlet quotcd by Mr. Penverne before
the entry of Russia into the war they were stating openly this
war 1s for us a good chance because of the problems that will-
arise after the war and we shall have a good chance to strike
the right blow. They said that quite explicitly at that
time., WNow they are more careful, and I think they are hoping
that the great changes that inevitably will result from this
war will give them their chance.

MR, MARTIN: I do not think there is any question about
that, I do not think anyone would deny that; I think we must

assume that,

(D follows)
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So I keep on; but they say, that, as we are told, the
communist party is planning a peaceful and legal revolution
with democratic methods, without the use of force and violence
to get into power. In that letter to Dr. Manion in 1939
Mr. Tim Buck very emphatically writes: "We are not advocates
of fofce and violence.....it is stated in the preamble of
our constitution, socialism will be achieved only by means
of the expressed democraticvwill of the ma jority of Canadian
pcople. The communist party rejects and repudiates any
proposal to forcibly impose socialism upon Canada against
the will of the majority of her people", Now, I think this
is one of the arguments broughi in favour now of leaving
the door open against communis®s. To this statement I may
oppose many objections: firet of all, the Canadian communist
party remains a branch, a scction of the Communist Internationale,
the famous comintern. We all know that the constitutions of
the comintern drafted in 1920 were impcsing to all national
sections a very strict discipline, a very radical action to
obtain the victory of the prolctariate. To draw out the
spirit of these constitutions, Lenin himself very frankly
indciates the different steps of the proletarian revolution
to be achieved: "overthrow of the bourgeoisie", by violence,
confiscation of her properties, destruction of the state machinery
parliamentary, judicial, milivary, bureaucractic, administrative,
etc., exile or incarceration for the exploiters more-dangerous
and more obstinate without cxception.” And Lenin adds this
warning: "it is only by thec most severc civil war that it will
be possible to achieve the education, instruction and organiz-
ation of the exploited masscS.....and to transform them into a
large and free association of free workers.

Lenis asked on onc occasion,"how can we aecomplish revolution

without shooting? (and I qucte from Trotsky, Lenin, p. 159).
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And then, to make clear the meaning of the dictatorship
of the proletariéte, Lenin wrotc: "The scientific concept,
dictatorshiﬁ, ricans, nothing niore or less than power which
directly rests on violence, which is not limited by any laws
or restricted by any absolute rules" (Lenin, collected works,

vol. 25, p. 441).

Now, thcre is ths answer to some of the cormunists, or
some of the sympathizers; they say, of course thgse geclarations
of Lenin's and sinilar documents wcre referring to Russia's
background and not to conditions in North Ancrica; and,
moreover, that the policy of the conintern has been nitigated
and now repudiates the use of violence and force. Lhis is too
easy an answer. I ask, then, the communist conrades to explain
why for years and years, until 1935, nanely until the "popular
front" policy in all countrics of the world there was a split
between cormunists and socialists. Why this violent antagonisn
between the red international and the “"yellow intcrnational",
why these bitter attacks of the red conﬁunists agcinst the
socialist trade-unions or the szcinlist parties faithful to
the Ansterdan international, whosc president was Van dervelde,
at that time? The red cormunists were laughing at thc shyness
and timicdity cf the sbcial-deuccrats not bold enough to abandon
the old nethods of democratic legality. The recd cormunists
were boasting tc be real rovcluticnories, the genuine sons of

Karl Marx, Engels, =2nd Lcnin, rcad te use all nmeans and to

scize every oppertunity for instoring the fauour dietatorship

of the proletucriate. Now, this 3plit between the sccinlist
partics end red cormunist pertics cannot be explained, unlcss

we adnist that the reéd corrunists wers nuch more radiczl, roady
to use all mcthods, legal or illoegal, force and violence, when
the time is ripe and when there is a goed chance for a favourable

opportunity.
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Now, gentlénien, this point is very important; we have
always discussed this question, dc they advccate force and
violence to overthrow ocur frrm or‘govcrnmcnt? ¥

MR. MacINNIS: Mr. Chairman, how about coning back
this aftcrnoon ct 4 o'clock?

MR. BTRTRAND: Ycs,.

THE CHAIRMAN: If it is thc wish of the comnmittee it
is perfcetly cgrecable te ne.

SOME HON. LIEMBERS: Agreed.

MR. MARTiN: I think cverything that ycu are saying and
everything that the Fother says, is all right, but I do not
think it ncets the issue before us. We adnit all that. Now,
is it » wise thing?

WITNESS: I think it is very irportant for thc comnmittce
to know that even now they are plunning socizl revolution by
force and violence. It scoms to nc to beo. the vital issue.

THE CHATIRMAN: That is what we are trying to find out
and we are asking you to give us some preof that it is soc.

MR. KARTIN: That is right.

WITNESS: I have given the history of the party and I
coric to the present this afternoon. You will get that, and

ou have to be herc then.

IMR. MARTIN: I will be hcrc.

The cormittee adjourned at 1:05 o'cleck to nect again

at 4 o'clock p.ri. this day.




AFTERNOON SESSION ]

The committee resumed at 4 o'clock.

THE CHAIRMAN: Order, gentlemen., Is it your pleasure

that we shall proceed? !

FATHER CHAGNON resumes the stand.

WITNESS: Mr. Chairman and honourable gentlemen, I will
try to resume where I lcft off my statement this morning. We
dealt with the point as to how the communist party is to be
maintained, and I am coming to.this point and I shall try to
answver this objection in favour of communism. They say now
in recent years the communist party had a ncw policy, &
mitigated policy; they repudiate force and violence; they are
not a subversive party, My answer is first this, that until
very recent years in all countries of the world, mostly in
Zurope, there was a very violent split between all socialist
parties and the communist party and very bitter attacks on
the part of red communists against the yellow socialists, So
I ask how can they explain those violent antagonisms except
the red communists are very much more radical and are ready
to use all means legal or illegal --

BY MR, BERTRAND:

Q. There was a booklet on this subject which I read o
few years ago on the Bolshevik and the Menshivik, The
Menshiviks are not in favour of using force to arrive at their
aim, and they existed in large numbers in Russia at the time
of the revolution; but as they were not willing to use force,
although they were a larger number, they were overthrown by
the other,

WITNESS: You are perfectly right, sir., But all over the
world, mostly in France and Belgium for years and yeers, until
very recently, until the populer front, there was this split,

this violent antagonism between the socielist parties, the old
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classicnl socialist party and the red communists,

Now, to support this statement I want to invoke the
testimony that seems to me to be of great value., I just want
to quote a few words of a speech made in parliement by a
member who was very well informed on socialist conditions
and certainly not in favour of capitalism and our present
social order., I mean the late Mr. Woodsworth., Of course, I
do not want to discuss the theories of Mr, Woodsworth, but I
think we all agrec in paying homage to his great sincerity
and earnest desire for social reform. In a very important
speech in February, 1933, as eppears in the House of Commons
debates on page 1797, Mr, Woodsworth is reported as having
said:

"Let me say that we must distlnguish clearly between
the C.C.F. and communism, It is quite true that both
believe in a changed social order, in a new economic
system, The communists are convinced that this can be
brought only by violence, They think it cannot be donc
in any other way. We belleve that it may come in Canada
by peaceful methods and in an orderly fashion and that is
the purpose of our organization."

I think these words are very significaent. Mr, Woodsworth did
not want to be unfair to communists, but he cannot refrain from
stating that communists are pursuing 2 change of social order
by violence,

This morning there was somc discussion zbout the America
policy in regard to communism., I read recently a very large
volume entitled "Isms.," I read a report prepared by the
Netional Commission of the American Legion in 1936, page 13.
The extract I give now is from the official report of the
United States House of Representatives., They indicate the

main tenets of communism. They say:
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"What communism stands for:
Hatred of God and all forms of religion;
Destruction of private property, and inheritance;--"
BY MR, BERTRAND:

Q. I thought there was a return to religion in Russia..
Do you know anything about that? A, 8ir, I think officially
there is no change in the policy. Of course, privately I
think that many Russians still in their hearts believe in God
and try to practice their religion very brivntely in secret,
more or less, but I think the official policy of the Soviect
government has not changed.

BY MR, MARTIN:

Q. Do you know Iswolsky's book called "Light before
Dusk" which has just been published? A. No, I confess I
do not know this book.

Q. Read it and you will find confirmation of what you
have just said, A, On this question, may I be allowed to
record --

Q. A point in that book 1is the vast majority of the
Russian people are coming back to the Russian orthodox
belief but that is in spite of the government; it is just
because the influences of the day are operating -- Rz .0On
this very point, you probably read the very strong article
by Monsignor Fulton Sheen of Catholic University of America
in the periodical "America" last fall, You remember President
Roosevelt by way of a joke said by reading the very text of
the constitution it seems that there is religious freedom be-
cause there is the famous article 124, They say the con-
stitution of the Soviets acknowledge or recognize religious
freedom and freedom for anti-religious propaganda, I think
the president was meaning according to the strict letter it
seemed that there 1is religious freedom, and there was a strong

protest in the United States, and particularly Monsignor Sheen
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had a very strong, very wcll documented article in ﬁAmerica"
where he proved by facts that officially the old policy, mostly
the educational policy in schools, universities and so forth,
was spreading atheism, so-called scientific athcism and so
forth, and this religious freedom that theoretically scems to
be respected in fact and in practice is very much violated.

BY MR, BERTRAND:

Q. It means in practicc those who are against all
religioné are stronger than those who are in favour of some
religions,: Is that what it means? A, I have ehumerated
those tenets in this report, This point is important for our
particular aspect,

"Revolutionary propagande through the communist
international, stirring up communist activities in
foreign countries in order to ceouse strikes, riots,
sabotage, bloodshed and civil war;"

Destruction of all forms of representative or
democratic governments, including civil libertics , ., .

The ultimate and final objective is by means of
world revolution to cstablish the dictatorship of the
so-called proletariat into one world union of Soviet
socialist republics with the capitel at Moscow,"
Certainly there is a great similarity of conditions in

the United States and Canada and I think the policy of the
American communist party is practically the same as the plat-
form of our Canadian communist party; so, the conclusions of
that Americen report express fairly well the real tendencics
of our Canadian communist party. We have to note very carc-
fully these points of the report: "Revolutionary propagande

. « o in order to cause strikes, riots, sabotage, bloodshed
and civil war, Destruction of all forms of representative
or democratic governments, including civil liberties., . ."

This report was printed in 1936. ©Now, some dcfenders
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or sympathizers of communism may argue in recent years they
have drafted a new constitution less radical, repudiated
force and violence,

2 BY MR, BERTRAND:

Q. Have we got any constitution of that kind? A, I
heard a new constitution for the Canadian communist party was
drafted in 1937. It was said this morning in this committce--

MR, MARTIN: That is right.

WITNESS: I think there is no great difference in the
platform, and moreover this is the last point I shell try to
emphasize, Even if in the words of that constitution they do
not express explicitly this tendency to violent revolution,
by the very logic of their doctrine they are forced to go to
some violent revolution at some time at least --

BY MR, MARTIN:

Q. Would you allow me to ‘interrupt you for s moment?
(Off the record.) A. It is said now they have a2 new
policy, a pre-war policy that seems to forget complctely
their revolutionary plans and now they want to support the
full war effort and so forth. But I want to say in this last
part of my report that by the very logic of their doctrine,
you see, they are still pushed to violent revolution, whot-
ever may be the words of their new constitution., We know
that after 1935 in all countries, even in America, but
mostly in Europe, the communists, on the instructions given
by Dimitof, the famous secretary of the international
communists, have carried out the programme of common front,
"popular front" against fascism; in some countries, 1like in
Spain and France, they have realized a coalition of the
left-parties; communists were presenting a programme less
radical and warmly democratic; they practised the "out-

stretched hand policy" even towards catholics; they were
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shouting as 2 slogan "for bread, for freecdom and for
democracy, " ‘

I spent my summer vacation in Paris in 1936. I recd
those pamphlets many times. They were warm supporters of
democracy. The famous slogan of Maurice Torres, the secretary,
was that which I have just given., This same Torres, when the
war broke out, went to Germany and for one year, 1939 until
the fall of France, every evening from a German station he
we.s broadcasting an address to the workers saying, "French

' and so

workers don't be fooled; it is a capitalistic war,'
forth, He was practising sabotage. Now, at that time they
had received instructions in a2ll the countries of the world

to make a coalition of all the left-parties, to preparc the
ground and afterwards they would develop their own programmes,
But we are not to be deceived by these tactics and this
strategy; communists were not giving us their fundemental
purpose, Popular front coalition was just a better way of
penetration and of "boring in"; for example, you remember the
sad story of the populer front in France; after the electoral
victory of April 1936 coﬁmunists refused to enter the Blum
cabinet; they were offered some posts as ministers but they
refused and immediately after they started the famous "sit-
down strikes"; they started disorders of all kinds and so
forth, and in June 1936 they were on the verge of sttempting
the "coup de force ou coup d'Etat," That is well documented
in this book by Jacques Bardoux. He proves by documents they
were planning a real "coup d'Etat" but at the last moment they
received a teleéram from Moscow saying, "You have to postpone
it, the army is not ready, and the farmers and the peasants

are not ready."

You remember those very tragic events. And
that very night the ministry was informed of the plot. Lecon
Blum was rather hesitating and the Minister of Work, Mr.

Salengro stood up and was very much indignant and said, "We
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have to resist,and we have to call the army immediately.”

He said to the Prime Minister, "If you do not go I will go
myself.” The poor man was either killed or he died. There is
something very mysterious about his death, Two months after

I heard the story in France from a French father who said
probably he was assassinated by the communists in vengéance
because he discovered the plot and at the right moment he was
recady to act and to resist, I do not know.

I say we cannot trust the democratic creed of the
communists; their profession of dcmocratic faith is just a
preliminary part of their real platform, a sort of strategic
move that wins many supporters and sympathizers, who otherwise
would be frightened by the open declaration of the final
issue of communism., Of course, for a time, during o period of
preparation, communists mey advocate democratic methods, but
these democratic methods are just a preliminary work. I should
say they are just a springboard to jump into the famous
dictatorship of the proletariat, I want to insist on this
point: whatever may be the work of approach, legal or illegal,
democratic or undemocratic, real communism, according to the
classical doctrine of Marx, Engels and Lenin, cannot escape
this crucial period and must come to this decisive phase:

"the dictatorship of the proletariat," Now, what means the
dictatorship of the proletariat? It is something very dif-
ferent from our democracy; it 1s the absolute power of one
pérty, or more exactly the unlimited ond totalitarian power

of a few men, leaders of the unique official party of the wage-
workers; a power highly concentrated and merciless, crushing
systematically 2ll resistance and all opponents, using force,
violence and terror to impose the new mode of life, during »
long period of time, until the golden, and we may say the

utopian age of communism may become possible,
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Now, I mey support this statement by another quotation
from Lenin. You would find these quotations very easily and
very well presented in 2 recent book by Dr. Chandler, entitled
"The Clash of Political Ideals," at page 182, There 1is a
very nice anthology in these books on Lenin. He is very frank
on Lenin on this point, He says:

"progressive development .. towards communism
marches through the dictatorship of the proletariat;

and cannot do otherwise, tfor there is no one else who

can ‘break the resistance of the exploiting capitalists,

and no other way of doing it, And the dictatorship of
the proletariat will produce a series of restrictions

of liberty in the case of the oppressors, exploiters

and capitalists.”

Please let us note these very strong words:
"We must crush them in order to free humanity from wage-
slavery; their resistance must be broken by force. It
is clear that where there is suppression there must
clso be violence, and there cannot be liberty or
democracy."
I think these words are quite clear, and I can bring many
other quotations of this kind 2t this time.
BY MR, BENCE:

Q. I takc it from what you s2y that you also agree
with the witness who spoke before you that in your belief
the communist party should always have been illegal and
always should be illegal? Ay o Neag,ih fact, I think 80,
sir, but I think that mostly during the war, I think the
wvar 1s o new motive, if we want one, a new motive concerning
the other reasons for maintaining the ban,

Q. I wish you would explain that,.

(BB follows)
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A,As for ne, that is ny conviction; it is,
i really, in the deep scnsc of thc word, subvcrsive; it is a
r.al ncnace to all our institutionss

Q. Why is it miorc dangerous at the prescnt time than
before the war? A. At the present tine thcre is the
problen of the cfficiency of the war offort and therc is
morc particularly the crucial problem of thc aficr thc war
period. If you 2llow thesc gentlenen to sprcnd the booklets .
and poison thé minds of the workers, and their nagazines and
ideas ané so forth, they will pronotc class hatred in the after
war pcriod;that would be terrible,

MR. McKINNON: Probably in a denocracy we could afford
a lexity of this kind during o pcace period, but during wer time
it is something which wc cannot affcrd to have?

WITNESS: Ycs, that is it

BY MR. MARTIN:

Q. Do you adnit the correctness of thc objcctive; do
you think that by putting somze of thesc pscplc in jzil you
arc stopping that? A. At lcast, sir, I think you ¢éo not
conpletely stop it but you diminish very nuch their propaganda
by bocklcts and so forth as coripared tc what they would do if
they had full freedom to sprcad their booklets.

Q. That is the whole quecstion we have to face, and it
is not an easy one. I do not kncw that it necessarily really
neans ruch. You see, we have interncd communists, sone
cormmunists, and wc have nade the comnunist party illcgal; but
rcally, so far as the real force of the cormunist party is
concerned it has never been intcerned, and they are of a different
forn, the real cormunist is not the man who makcs the speech
on the corner. I an not afmid very nuch of those fellows who arc
interned. There arc others whe arc nuch nore potent, and sone
©of then are in inportant places? A. Yes.

Q. Sone of then are very well educatcd pcople? A. Yes,
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I know thcy arc.

Q. Apd I an not convinccd yct, unless you can makc out a
case, that we are going to stop tham by interning the nore
vocz2l cnong then. A, But don't you adnit that with full
lcgality they will cpenly and freely have their ncwspapers,
for cxanple, thc famous Daily Clarion, or in Montrcal"L!'Etate",
their deily ncwspapers passing arong the workers; and, norcover
they will sprccé cs feeely as rossible their propaganda
booklets and pamphlcts.

Q. 'Right at this tinc whon it is illegel

they are publishing thcir papcrs and we arce rcceiving then

right here in parliancnt. A. But they cre morc or less
linited.
Q. They are doing it more now than ever. AV I think

you arc right whcn you say that it is quite inpossible to stop
everything, but I think this ban is an important check on a
good part of their propaganda, particularly booklets, ncwspapers
and things of that kind.
BY MR. BENCE:

Q. Of coursc they can't advocate overthrow by force;
if thcy céo that they would be subject to proscecuti’n in the
eriminal courts? A.  That is the point.

Q. All right; thereforc you can't worry about the
type of booklet they arc scnding out if in these books and
booklets they advocate the overthorw then you can dc soriething
gbout them? A. Very prcbably at this particular time
they will not declare that opunly.

Q. No. A, But I think with legality thcey will
kucp on professing their Marxien theorics norc or less, and
they will continuc to poison the minds of all werkers and prepare
their various rights.

Q. I put this question to you: do you not consider

that newspapers such as the Canadian Tribune, which was the
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successor te the Dai}y Clarion, has gained in circulation,

in 'prcstige and in the extent of its value as far as creating
public sympathy for these peorlc is concerned, norc by the
fact that the cornunist party is illegal? A Vel
confecss I do not know very riuch about that, that is a local
nagazine.

Q. You co not know thet? L Nos,

MR. BINCE: It is published in the city of Toronto.

BY NR. McKIZ:NON:

Q. Their whole propaganéa, prior tec Russia getting into
the war, has been that we werec putting labor icaders in
concentration camps for no other purpose than because they
were labor leaders; and that we were tying to them the
stigme of comnunisn ané on that ground puﬁting then away.
after Russia got intc the war they reversec¢ that and enlarged
on the fact that they werc all anti-fascists, and that these
interned labor lcaders who were anti-fascists could be a
wonderful assistance to us, so they say that we are keeping
therr interned when we are fighting for our lives, and that they
would be only too plcased if they were relcased sc that they
could junip onto the valiant band waggon and help us fight.
Now, onc result of that has been to attract quite a number of
intellectuals who ordinarily I Gc not suppose would pay nuch
attention to them, andéd to develop their syripathy toward their
point of vicw; and they arc no doubt making contributions also.
There arc quite a number of labor organizations who are
absclutely opposed.to cormunisn in every way shape ané forn
who have becn worked up to: the icea that this governnment are
-definitely anti-labor anéd are doing everything they possibly
can to keep these pcople interned just because they are labor
nen; eond these are not ecasy things to combat; and these things

arc getting before the country -- of course we know it is

'
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propaganda -- but we are getting rcsolutions fron all .these
labor organizations which we know are not cormunistic.

A. I think that is another aspecct of thc question which relates
to individual persons., I confess that for ny part I am not
ready to make any suggestions about that. It seens to ne

that thosg¢ particular cases nust be cxanmincd fully; but I think
what is more important is the question of principle,

tc give legality to this party. That, it seems to me, is a
nost important question. I do not want to discuss or rnake

any suggcstions about the trcatment of individu&l persons.,

I think we have to examine thcse cases and if thoere is a failure,
or sonc doubtful ceses, therc should be a fair trial or a re-
exaniination -- I don't know,

Q. I will put it to you this way, I will give you an
example: supposec there is a nan who is a cormunist and adnits
it and he is interncd over herc in the Hull jeil. He is of
rnilitary cge and he says lock herec now I want to get cut
of herec and I want to join the Canadian army, I want to do ny
bit to help out in this war cffort; what would you say of a
man_who put that propesition to you? A. Well, suppose
he gives a promise not to make propaganda, cormunistici
propaganda, I think -- and this is Jjust an opinion -- he
night be rcleased on condition that hc will not exercise
propaganda, but he is to be carefully watchcd and if again he
is openly preaching cormunisn he may be again arrcsted.

Q. He night turn around and reverse his position
ecntircly when he gets intc the army and start prsaching
conscrvative propanda, hec night attack the government for
everything they arc doiné and blane then for all. the changes;
that would bc crcating distrust in another way which would be
quitec as effective, wouldn't it? A. Yc¢s -- I confcss, when
it ccnes to pcrsons, that is another aspeet of the question and

I an not ready to make any suggestion on that.
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Q. They zre éifficult things tc answer; we 2rc finding
it v.ry éifficult, I on surc. 4. TPor nc the —cin point
is this: thc neointenznce of this ban, beczuse if they 222

attoin full legelity they would cert-inly sproaé out nore ané
ﬁore of this rropag:nda; they would sprené —gain the propaganda
of the comrunist pzrty zné they -would be = lczzl partye. .

Now, r=y I just finish whot I was quoting, these worcs .
fro:: Lenin, it says: "Progressivc developnent.... towzrés
cormunisno narchcs through the dictatcrshi» of the proletaricte;
ené it connot 4o othcrwise, for there is nc onc clsc who can
breck thc resistance of exploiting ecpitalists, znd nc otker
way cf cdoing it. ingd the dietztershin of the rrolctarizte
will producc z serics of restrictions of liberty in the cose of
the cpi.ressor, exploiters zrd ecapitalists. %c rust crush
then in erder tc free huncnity fro- wage leboring; thoir
résistancc rust bc brokern by foree. It is clear that where
therc is suppression there nmust alse be viclcecnce, and there
cannot bc liberty cr denseracy. &anéd we hove the 3¢ bolict
in thc rcecnt statenont by the forcus eoomissar of justice,
Krylerko, rcportins on the new laws 2né the now constitutions
said: "The nethods of dictatorshi;y ronein thke same, bascé on
the implacable suppressicn of advorsarics and on tcrror, 2né
in perfeect sgrecment with the iceos of Lenin"™. and that is tokeon
fron Izvesta, in the issuc of Februory 12, 1936.

KR. BERTRIND: Frecn re:.ding the book which I nontioned
Just a fow nonents 2g0 it would appoor that the corrunist poty
of Russia is roslly only a minority.

MR. McKTNNON: Yes, I understond thet thore are only
about a coudle of nillicn of ther: in Russia.

WITNESS: This cormmunist pnrty of ccurse is 2 very smell
ninority. -

¥R. HcKINNON: Ycs, only zbout two nillicn,

WITNESS: Ycs, thore arc chapters in the book by Davis,
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'"Mission to Mcscow", herc.

MR. MARTIN: If we are going to state that we nust state
the quustion correctly, that is not Davis' thesis; what he
said was thosce gentlonen who were purged were plotting with
Gernmany the overthrow of the U.S.S.R.

WITNESS: Yes,

MR. MARTIN: Whether that is true or not that is another
'conclusion.

MR. ROSS: They a1l had trials ané they all had a chcnce
to nake their defence.

MR. BERTRisND: They had a chance to say, yes, we did it.

MR. ROSS: No, they had & bectter chance than that,
according to the papers.

MR. BERTRAND: I have attended a good niany trials in
Montreal and I have never been at & trial whore the accuscd
wes willing to say that he was quilty.

MR. MuRTIN: Therc is another bock by a lady writer who
has spent considerablc time in Russia herself, and shc said
that the reason why these men at the purge trials riade confessions,
that they éid so becausc of their families who werc pronised
amncsty if thesc gentlernen would nake confessions. That is the
other side éf it.

MR. ROSS: Davis does not mention that.

MR. MARTIN: No, he docs not nention that,

MR. BERTRAND: No, it is almost against human nature to
say to the accused you are going to be called for trial
jirmediately ané if you will be good cnough to adnmit your guilt
we will see that you arc shot.

WITNZSS: I will just finish these remakrs, if I may:
this dictatorship of the prolctariate is called by communists
the rcal democracy; and so, they are playing on the words and
covering their ninds with cquivocations when they say that

cormunism will not subvert denocracy; of course, communism
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is tonding straight to this strangc form of denocracy-that
is czlled the dictatorship of the proletariatc. They are right
for thosc who accept this cquation: reel dcnocrcey is the
saiic 28 Gictatorship of the frolctariato. But arc we reccy
to acccpt this cquaticn? Is it fair to identify dcnoerzcy
with « ruthlecss dictatorship, crushing by violcence and foree
any forn of opposition? As sonmconc wisely rcmarked, the so-
called diectatorship of the proletaricte necessarily beconmes
thc dictatership over the prolotariate and over all the’
citizens, :

Before concluding I would like to quote a passage fron
Mr. Churchill; I find this quotation in the took of Dr.
O0'Bricn, Thunder from the Left, p. 142; Mr. Churchill gives a
very exact picture of comnunist strategy. He writcs:
"Corrzunism is not only a crocd. It is a plan of canpaigne
4t first the time-honoured.principlcs of liberalisn and denocracy
are invoked tc shelter the infant organism. Free speech, the
right of public meeting, every form of dawful politicel agitation
and constitutional right are paradec and asserted. Alliance is
sought with every popular novencnt towards the Loeft,.
The creation of a riild liberal or socialist regirie in some poriod
of convulsion is the first milestone. But no sooner has this
been crcated than it is to be overthrown. Woes and scarcity
resulting fron confusion must be exploited. Ccllisions if
possible attendeé with bloodshed, are to be arranged between
the agents of the new governnent and the working people,
Martyrs z2rc to be nanufacturcd. 4ind then, when the time is
ripc and thc noment opportunc cvory form of lethal violence from
rnob revolt to privatc ass assination nust be uscd without stint
or conmpunction"., Mr, Churchill seems to describe fairly well
this stratcecgy of thc popudar front.

MR. MARTIN: Thot passage is to be found in thc book of

Mr. Churchill cntitled, "Great Contcmporaries".
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WITNESS: I an glad to know that. .né so, hon. gentlenen,
to conclude, plcasc cxcuse rie for hiving becn too long. I would
like to have quoted some passages from the well-known encyclica
cf Poyc Pius the Eleventh: Divini Redemptoris. But I just
cxpress the substancce of this message in a few words. Cormrmnisn
is not only a merc economic systen, or & for:i of political
dictatorship, but it is 2 militaristic philosophy of lifc, a
kind cf "Welt-anshauung", a conception of life that is opposed
to 211 our ways of 1life, to £ll ths liberties we cherish.
Communism is a chzllenge to our religious freedom, to the dignity
of our fanily life, tc econonic and political freedom. Our
present systen badly needs nany reforms, capitalism,has been
rottcn by 1any a2buses; we ﬁust work flor c. better socicl order,
but cormunisn is not a renedy tec our evils, cormunisin is poison;
end it is a false conception of democratic freeden to let
pcoplc spread poison. Are there any questions?

MR. MiLRTIN: It is cuite obvious from the very cexcellent
presentation you have given -- you arc obviously an cduczted
men oné a nan who knows o lot about history -- do you know of
any historical circumstance that would help you in your thesis,
thet the way to stop this poison (and it is poisonous) is by
let us soy the padlock ncthod -- and I do not use the word
padlock in the literal scnsc but rzther in the scnse of whole-
sale restraint.

WITNESS: Of course, you mentioncd that point this riorning
to Mr. Pcnvefne. You arc rérfectly right, the negative mcthod
is not sufficient. The strategy agoinst comrmnism cannot be
linited to the banning of the cormunist party ond tec the
incarceration of these men. We hzave to work for a better social
ordcr. There is the old policy prograrme, ané on this point I
perfectly agrec with you, sir; thet there is nuch to do to
correct thc abusc of our proscnt syster: end to reclize a better
socizsl order; morc rarticularly to uplift tho pooer cl-sses. That

is a vast progrorme; but it scoms to ne that whilc promoting this
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socizl prograrme in the diffcrent provinces, if Cormunisn is
a rcal dengor by its intconsc propagerda, it secns to nc that
the negative ncthod assista at least in so far as it helps
to check this propaganca,

MR. McKINNON: We arc all striving for that better day.
What co you thiﬁk of the British ricthod of ridicule? Don't
you think thet ought to be given a lot of worthwhilc consider-
aticn; "thet is, if you can bring something out in tho open
end show tc the public just whet it is and what it stands for,
that they have enough cormon horse-sensc to rcalize what it is
all about oné not be influenced? That is the 0lc¢ Country
nethod, the British method; of ridiculing them. ¥t do you
think cbout that?

WITNESS: There is just this peint, sir, they have put 2
ban on their paper, the Daily Vorker. Sincerely I think it
would not be enough to throw ridiculc on the cormunists of
the country, bcdause thcre ere so nony of the pcople sinple,

I nay say; a2nd those that suffer fror: unemployriecnt and so forth,
who if you lecve then frce will suffer from this propaganda
and I think thot inevitably moany will be poisoncd by ite.

MR. BERTR:iND: It would bec very difficult to go out
end ridicule the cormunist systen today from our own point
of view, cspecially in England; because people woulé say you
have not becen so successful yourselves, and you are not so
successful yourself against your own ncn.

MR. MiRTIN: That would bé a terrible acdmission, one
that I would not care to nake.

MR. BERTRAND: That would be ncecssary.

MR. McKINNON: You are spccking from a nilitary stend-
point?

MR. BERTR:ND: Yes.

MR. M/RTIN: Russia has tried to stop religicn. They passed

laws for the closing of the churches, but they éid not succeed
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in closing the churches,

WITNES>: No, fortunately they did not. Thoy aid not
suceccd in shutting religion out of the lives of ‘the citizens,
nany of then pray privately and secrctly cen fanile , ané so
forth. " But forithe ‘publie, orficially; 1 think“there' is wery
little now in Russia,

MR. HAZEN: I think the Dean of Cantebury in the bock
which h¢ published stated that the ﬁussians he ve the right to
worship as .they sce fit, and they have the right to attend

churches. He devotes some little time te that.

CC-1 fcllows.
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A. Is it the famous book of Dr. Johnston, the Dean
of Canterbury?

Qs Yes. A. I confess I read a few. They were
selling in Canada. They were produced in Canada in the
Canadian Forum.

Q. That is right. A. Somebody brought it to me.
They were selling them in Montreal.

Q. The socialists got it out. A. It seems to me
very partial and very exaggerated.

Q. I agree with you. A. It is very exaggerated
because he said, "Well, these difficulties are just a
misunderstanding, and by making an effort to understand
their point of view, we may come to a perfect agreement."
That is very very optimistic; too optimistic, I think.

Q. I think he was leaning over backwards. A. Yes.

Q. He did make the statement that they had the right
to Worship as they saw fit and to attend church. A. Yes.
He may have been sincere in his statement,' but I think he
is outside of the facts.

MR. BERTRAND: There have been public prayers in
Moscow very recently asking God to help the army. I
understand that some of these officials have been there.

MR. MARTIN: Let us hope that God answers their
prayer.

WITNESS: There is the possibility of return to
religious tolerance, I think. But in that case they would
have to leave, I should say, the straight original Marxism,
because Marxism in itself is bitterly anti-religious. The
same with their socialism. They have socialism, of course,
but it is a mitigated socialism. It is a kind of comprom-
ise between public ownership and private ownership. 1In
their system, for example, the land is under public

ownership. It is rather a corporative ownership, something

not clearly defined. But every farmer is the owner of his
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own little house, his kshba, as they say. He has sone
aninals, some domestic animals, some little cattle,
and sorie objects in his private possessions. They
acknowledge the right of inheritance and so forth. In their
factories they have different scales of wages. This is
nct corrunism, not by any neans.

BY MR. BERTRAND: _

Q. There is not a very great danger that our people
here will go to the extremes that the Russians have gone,
because we are living free in this country, and the re-
action will never be as strong as it was there where they
could not breathe without the permission of the Czar.
ie Yes.

BY THF CH.:IRMAN:

2« Since 1938 havc you noticed any change in the pol-
icy of the so-called Canadian Communist party? Have you
noticed any difference or change from what it was before
1938? A. I confess that I think there is no important
change.

Qs This morning Mr. Penverne filed some pariphlets,
sone sheets, some little letters written by or on behalf
of the Canadian Cormunist party and the Canadian Communist
League, up to June 6, 1941. A. Yes.

O+ Apparently from reading the headlines or the
titles of thesc articles or publications they advocate
the same thing as was advocated prior to 1938. If there
was a change of attitude or a change of policy or a
separation from the third international, I have seen
nothing yet of their publications up to June, 1941, to
impress me that there was any rcal change in their policy .
or their attitude towards capitalism and towards society

and democracy. Ahe YeS.

0« You know of nothing that would have attracted

your attention towards such a change? A. No. But on
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this particular point, if you will allow me, on this so=-
called scparation from the third international -- and we
sonetines have heard that statement -- I think there is no
evidence at all of that. i think that nobody can bring
docunents to prove that. Moreover, there is positive proof
against it. First, I talked about these things recently
with Father Ledit, who is very well inforred on Russia.
He remarked that every time you have a group or an individ-
ual who is breaking officially with the third international,
imnediately all over the world he is cursed and denounced
as a traitor, as a renegade. Take for instance, Jacques
Doriot. Jacques Doriot was sceretary for the French party.
He left the party. Imnediatel& all over thec world, in
Canada and everywhere, he was denounced. They were calling
Jacques Doriot a traitor, a renegade. Another ecxample is
Benjanin Gitlow. He was secretary for many years of thé
American Cormunist party. He left the party. What happened?
Immediately they denounced him all over the continent, as
a traitor, a renegade and so forth, that he was a slave of
the capitalists., He answered them in his famous book,
i 8 cénfess the truth about cormunism."™ Suppose our
Canadian party had broken officially its connection with
Moscow and the third international. Immediately at least
from the United States you would have had a storm about it.
They would have been denounced as traitors, as renegades and
so forth. As far as I know, we have heard nothing of this.
Moreover, a positive sympton, we might say, of their
alliance is this new enthusiasm for war. If they had
broken with the Moscow international, how could you explain
this new ehthusiasm for war irmediately after the entry of
Russiaiinto the war?

Qe That is if they had really and truly broken or
separated from the Russian communists in 1938, how can

they explain their attitude towards war or their sympathy
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towards the attitude of Russia until Russia was attacked
by Germany? A. Yes. Everything is suggestive that they still
are just a branch of the third international communists
whose centre is Moscow.
BY MR. HAZEN:

Q. About two months égo -= I cannot give you the
exact date -- there was an article in the American magazine
"Life." It took the form of a series of questions that were
asked of Sir Stafford Cripps. A. Yes.

Q. One of those questions -- I have not the article
before me and of course cannot quote the exact words --
was to this effect: Does Moscow or does the present govern-
ment in Russia have as its policy to attempt to interfere
with the governments of other countries, to change their
form of government by fofce? Sir Stafford Cripps answered
that question at some length, and his answer was to the
'effect that the Russian government policy was to do no such
thing. Dia you see that article in that maéazine, and the
answer? A. Yes. This is not a new statement, because
it has been repeated many times that there was a clear
separation between the third international and the Soviet
government. It has been many times demonstrated that there
is a very intimate link, because the main supporters and
the very high officials of the third international are
Russians residing in Moscow.

BY MR. BERTRAND:

R« And the financial support? A. Yes. In their
congress, I think the large majority of the members of
this international congress are Russians. I mean, officially,
in the facade, as they say, they may say these are different,
that this is the Russian government and the other is just
the international organization. But in fact, there are many
links, and I think it has been proved many times that this

distinction or separation is not a real separation.




Q. Indeed there is a theoretical separation between
the doctrine of communism and the Soviet government. The
Soviet government is trying to put into actuel practice
the teaching or the real Soviet principle, the real
principles of communism. A. Yes.

Qs Maybe not 100 per cent, because all theories
of that kind cannot be implemcnted to the limit of fully
100 per cent. But there is always a margin of theory
against practice. A. Yes.

M. MARTIN: It scems to me that there is a refinement
to your question, Mr. Chairman, which you should put to the
Father, and which I do not think has been considered., I
think the evidence before this committee to date -- as far
as I am concerned, at any ratc--establishes that the ideology
of the Communist party in Canada is the same as the ideology
cf Marxist communism as attempted to bhe practiced and as
understood in the USSR today. But thcre is this refinement
that I think we have to consider, and this will be the
issue which will face this committee, I think. Zven though’
that may be the case, and even though the evidence is clear
that up until June of 1941 the communists in Canada did
everything they could to hurt the cause of the United Nations,
the fact is that now they find themselves in a position
where they can be true to that ideology sincc June 6, 1941,
and do all they can to assist in our war effort since that
date; because it hazppens to coincide with the war aims of
the present USSR. The question that faces us is this.
Are we tc acknowledge that as bcing-the fact? I think
the evidence is clear that they are anxious, as long as
Russia stays in the war, to do all they can to help the
United Netions, through helping Russia.

THE CHAIRMAN: That is right. You have hit the nail

on the hcad there. They are satisfied to side with us

in the war effort not because they desire the winning of



e

CC=-6

the war by Britain or the United States, but becausec they
want to sce Russin victorious in this war, and want to
see the principles of communism ﬁfiumph in a country where
they are implemonted or trying to be implemented. - From
that, are we not justified in still being a little bit
hesithnt and suspicious about people‘who obviously work
on that basis? Are we not justified in being suspicious
that, notwithstanding that they work along with us in this
war, they weant to take advantage of their effort, to keep
their standing and be in a better position to implement
their policies and their method of operation as soon as the
war is over; in other words, keep the goodwill of the
people upon whom they must work.

MR. MARTIN: I think that is the issuec.

MR. BERTRAND: The Soviet government never asked

officially that we release these men.

THE CHAIRMAN: We must be careful about sabotage
of the communists, if they are allies in our country.
They may change or adopt diffcrent methods. Sabotage can
be done by blowing up buildings, but it also can be done
by blowing up the attitude or views of peoplc towards
certain social and economic viecws while fighting alongside
of them. That is what we must be careful of, and that is
the kind of sabotage we must watch. That is my view.

MR. BERTRAND: Take the war loan, if we have another
war loan.

THE CHATRMAN: Yes,

MR. BERTRAND: Consider thc trouble they might give to
this country by trying to sabotage the war loan.

MrR. MARTIN: In answer to that, may I say that I doubt
if they will try to do that because, for the time being,
it is convenient for them to support the war in its totality.
I should like to say this -~ and this will be off the rccord,
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THE CHAIRMAN: Very well.
(Off the rccord)

MR. M/RTIN: The other issue, Mr. Chairman, I think
is for us to be satisfied whether we can curb cormunisnm
even now during the war and at the ¢nd of the war best
by following the British practice or continuing our own.
That seems to be the main problem that confronts us.

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes,

MR. BERTR.ND: We have another gentleman to be heard.

BY MR. H.ZEN:

Q. Have you any idea how many cormunists there are in
Montreal and vicinity? A. I could not say exactly as to
the number of their effectives nowe. I could not say.

MR. M.RTIN: I will tell you what they are doing in
this campéign they have got on now.

MR. BERTR.ND: About 10,000.

MR. MARTIN: They are getting a lot of sympathisers.
i lot of the C.C.F. people are supporfing them, and of course
the C.C.F. are not communists. This campaign they have been
getting over in the local organizations has won them a lot
of moral supporterse.

MR. H.2EN: 4And in the labour unions.

MR. M/RTIN: Yes., Take this fellow we had. Don't
put this down.

(off the recorad)

THE CH.IRMAN: That is exactly their method of
operation just now, working through organized labour, not
[ comnunism; because there they have a foundation, a mass
of -people together, in order to preach their doctrine.

It is the easiest field because there they have found
an organization already set up, and people who attend
their meetings. All they have to do is go there and

preach their doctrine.
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MR. BERTR/ND: Do you receive all these messages that
I receive, Mr. Chairman? :
THE CH/IRMAN: They are on file.
MR. BERTRAND: There is one here where they say,
"Re report, Montreal Star, June 26
THE CHAIRM/N: Don't put that down.
(Off the record)
Now we will hear the next gentleman, unless you have
some more questions to ask.
MR. O'NEILL: Oh yes, I have.
. THE CH.LIRMAN: Pardon me, Mr. O'Neill has some

questions.

DD-1 follows
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MR, O'NEILL: The witness seems to be very very well
informed. There has been from time to time somewhat of a
difference especially between Sovict Republic and the Third
International, and I should like to know what is the origin
and the meaning of the expression or term "Phird Internation-
Al

WITNESS: Because there were two others., The first one,
28 you know, was founded by Marx himself and his friend
Frederich Engels in 1864 at London, and from this Inter-
national there were numbers of the different nations which
resulted more or less in the famous Commune of Paris in 1871.

BY MR, MARTIN:
Q. Marx was cxiled? A, He lived in England from

1848 until his death in 1883; he was exiled,

BY MR, O'NEILL:

Q. A German? A. A German. He was exiled wish his
friend and collaborator Frederich Engels. They founded the
First International. The second one was a re-establighing
of the Commune of Paris. Some years after, about 1833, 1
may say, they rebuilt the Second International and -ou knéw
all the great social democratic parties were linked to this
International until the war. During the other war it was
more or less broken but re-established in 1921 and had its
centre at Amsterdam, and one of the main presidesnts, at
least for many years, was the famous Van der Velde. Yom had
at the same timc this Second International from Awmstevdam
grouping in its federation all the socialist partice, mosily
socialist parties of Francz with Leon Blum as leader, the
socialist party of Belgium with Leon Blum and othern, anc
you had the Third International, the red one they called it,
the third, because Lenin wanted to create something more

radical, new machinery; and I tried to describe this morning
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the violent aﬁtagonism between the two. They were laughing
at the other onc; they called it the Yellow International and
they called theirs the Red International, which mecans some-
thing radical and stroqg; and for years and years there was
a split and continuous attacks, you see, Now, however, by
new strategy in 1935 they tried to realize the famous common
front, the popular front, mostly in France and Spain. You
know in Britain for a long time they attempted to link the
labour party with the left wing of the communist party, 2nd
more especially the famous Sir Walter Citrine was always
opposed.to this coalition. I must say Britain during those
days of hysteria common front, kept cocl blood; but they
worked on it for a long time., There were meetings to obtain
a coalition between the labour party in Britain and the
communist party, but they never succeeded in England --

BY MR, MARTIN:

Q. Cripps was opposed to Citrine and he lost his
membership in the labour party because of it.A.They gave it
the name of the Third Internationsl to distinguish it from
the second, %that was too easy going, as they say, too
obsolete,

BY MR, HAZEN:

Q. Did I understand you to say the third was in 1921°?
A, It was re-established and reorganized after the war be-
cause -- this is quite funny -- before the war took place
in 1910 and 1912 they were very active in all the congresses,
the socialists were pledging that in case of war they would
fight against thc military budget to stop the war; but
immediately in 1914 the socialist-German party, the French-
socialist party, did everything for the war, and so during
the war it was broken; but after the war they tried to re-
build it again, to rebuild this federation. It was a

federation of the socialist parties of Europe. As you know,
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they had their first meeting in Moscow., In 1919 the Third
International began to function, and the next year they had
another congress and during that congress drafted very
definitely the famous constitution, So at that conference
wore drawn up the famous 21 articles for the admission of the
international parties., This intcrnational is a confederation.
In thesc articles Lenin made a very strong speech, and he
said very frankly in this speech, "Our task is to overthrow
the bourgeoisiec by violence, and we have to crush cvery
resistance,” His words are strong, very very strong, That
is the story in a few words. Since that time you have the
international branches of the Red International always
fighting against socialistic trade unions until the famous
policy of the common front that was realized in Spain and in
France in 1936, You remember the date., The first clection
of the front popular in Spain took place in February. At
that time they formed & coalition and presented a common
programme and they won the election in April of the same ycar.
In France agaln there was a coalition between these three

big parties, between the communist party and the socialist
parties and Leon Blum and the radical party of Deladier and
they won an election; but you know what followed, the troubles
and serious disorders,

BY MR. BERTRAND:

Q. Have you had occasion to study the relations between
the communist party and the C,I.0. 1in the United States?
A, I may say I have read different American magazines, but
it is pretty hard to pronouncc a definite statement on the
C.I.0., although I think it can be said there was and there
still is a communistic penetration., Some of the high officials

are real communists,
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BY MR, MARTIN:

Q. The president of the C.I.O0. 1s a Catholic?
A, Mr, Phillip Murray is a Catholic,

MR, McKINNON: He is not the president.

MR, MARTIN: Surcly he is.

WITNESS: He was president for 2 time,

THE CHAIRMAN: He was for a time.

MR, MARTIN: He still is.

WITNESS: I say it is very mixed up. There werc very
scme very important members who really were communists,
others are not,

THE CHAIRMAN: This is exactly what happcned in the
United States, and it is cxactly the sequence of what happencad
in Germany, France and Belgium and Russila, The labour unions
which had socialistic tendencies, socialistic programmes,
socialized thelr organizations, were organized on a moderate
basis in 211 countries. Then a radical element developed in
them, in the labour parties and formed the radiczl wing,
and it is that radical wing which formed the ccmmunist party
of the Third International in Russia,

WITNESS: That is so,

THE CHAIRMAN: And then the less radical in Germanry,
France and in Belgium joined with them at the time of the
formation of the common front in 19362

WITNESS: That is the real story.

THE CHAIRMAN: But the Red communists, as distinguished
from the Yellow communists of Europe,is simply the radical
wing of socialism, They became too violent in advocating
methods that the other people could nct follow and would not
follow,

WITNESS: That is it.

THE CHAIRMAN: And definitely in England the labour party

kept clear of that because as I said this morning they were
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established on a sound foundation and they had a keel,

WITNESS: That is the fact.

THE CHAIRMAN: The C.I.O. is the radical wing of the
labour party, It is not 100 per cent ratdical, but one of
the main rcasons for separation from the Federation of Labour,
wvhich was a purely labour party was that it was radical,

MR, O'NEILL: Adoptcd the slogan of the U.M.W. and
the 0,B.U.

MR, MARTIN: It would be unfortunate to lcave on the
record that the C.I,0, was a communist organization,

THE CHAIRMAN: ©No, it is not a communist organization,
but it is very left wing in social matters, more so than
the Federation of Labour,

MR, ROSS: It is primarily a labour organization,

THE CHAIRMAN: It is,

MR, ROSS: And the socialist party is more a political
organization,

MR. BERTRAND: A labour organization with communist weays
of governing.

MR, MARTIN: I would not agrce with that.

MR, O'NEILL: Unfortunately the C.I.O. adopted the
slogans of the U,M.W. and the 0.B.U.

MR. MecINNIS: I am not objecting to this discussion,
but I think it is a wastc of paper.

MR, DUPUIS: Befcre the witness retires may I ask
him a question?

BY MR, DUPUIS:

Q. Are you conversant with the communistic activities
in Montreal amongst poor femilies? It has been said that
the communist party goes to the poor families and asks them
if they have sufficient food or if the children have any
shoes? A, I confess no, because you see, I was out of

the country for many years, for six years. I just came back
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in 1940, I am a poor professor, very buéy with my books, I
confess I cannot talk a great deal on the practical activities;
but I heard about that. Personally I have no contact, I may
say, with these activities,.
BY MR, MacINNIS:
Q. You are a Cennadian? A, ~Yes,
BY MR. ROSS:

Q. On the point of communism, is there any reasﬁn why
it should bgj?denough for England, or let me put it this way,
if 1t i1s a good thing in England to give the communists
freedom of action and freedom of speech, would it also be
wise to give them absolute freedom of speech in Canada? Whot
I am trying to get at is this: 1is there any rcason why we
should have one rule in England and a different rule in
Canada?: A, «I think Mr, Penvarne.this morning made a very
nice statement., He said everythingbdepends on particular
conditions in the different countrics, Now, ne mentioned
one of those conditions. He said possibly the classes are
better prépared and better instructed ageinst thet, I woula
add another reason. We are & new country; we have many new
Canadizn citizens, I do not want to be offensive to anyone,
but it is a fact there was a very intense immigration after
the other war, Many Canadian citizens have no root, I may
say, in our soil, There is a particular danger again, I do
not want to offend any nationality but take, for oxample,
the Ukrainiens. They are scattered all over the country and
especially in the west. Then, there is a large body in
Montreal. These men are newcomers in Canada. They may be
more exposed to this provaganda because they have not this
attachment to old Canadian citizenship. These points of view,
I think, are worth while.

MR, ROSS: There are a great meny continental Europcans

in England, too, particularly in London.
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MR, HAZEN: Oh, no,

Mﬁ. MARTIN: Yes, there is a tremendous amount.

MR, BERTRAND: You cannot give the same medicine to cvery
man who has the same sickness,

WITNESS: I think we must not forget this point: 1if they
havehot declared the communist party illegal at least they
ﬁave put a ban on the paper, the "Daily Worker"; so that is
something at least, We can say that in England now by jacking
the paper up-at least they have shaded communist propaganda.

MR, MARTIN: I agree with you in part, For instance,

take the C,I.0, in Windsor,

(EE follows)
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Mr. Albert Charpentier, Precsident of the Fed.ration of
Catholic Workers of Cancco, callecd: i
BY MR. ROSS:

Q. Do you represcnt a labor orgenizaticn in Qucbec?
Lo Yos. Our objeet is Cotholile labor org-'nization. " We have
trade unions all over Canacda; for instance, we have one in
Pttawa herc, 2nd we have syndicatcs, es we call then, in
practically evcry Catholic cormunity throushout Cangda, but
riorc particuarly in Quebec.

Q. It is purely o labor organization? fiv " Oh yesy
it sy I mpyigay briefly.that our confederation cocs not
limit itsclf in accepting rrectising Catholic pcople; we
gdnit workers of any rcligious race or creed. It is our
principle to adhore te the encyeliczl principle, and
we gct our distinction through being a catholic labor move:i nt.
My prcscntation will not be very long because you ke ve heard
two nasterpicces before me. I will -simply ncke a few brief
obscrvations and then subiit to you 2 r.solution which we
adoprted at a neeting of our cxecutive about cight deys ago.

BY MR. McKINNON:

Q. What is your membership? L. Rouncly spceking,
50,000
Q. Thet is in all diffcrent kinds of industry? taes [ YOS o

We éid have 215 local syndicates and 12 incustriazl fedcrations,
and 7 city trade councils.,

Q. Vhat I mcant by that is that you are in the pulp and
paper industry, and so on? L., Ycs, we are in the pulp and
papcr industry, the building industry, the clothing incustry,
the boot and shoe industry -- in chort I would say in about
40 diffurpnt districts.

BY MR. ROSS:
Q. 4And you arce cxclusively Canadian? iAe VYe are exclus-

ively Canadkn. Generalily speaking our syndicates arc known as
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nctionzl Catholic syndicetes. I would likc to moke this
distinetion with rcspeet tc our orgenization c;car to you:
.the differcnee betwcen our roverment nd the other nutual
labour orgenizations -- and I ncan by that the non-religious
labor movements -- we know they nover spoek of religion or
of having certain religicus principles and sc oh, or admitting
cheplains to their ncetings; whilst we do hove those Catholie
principles and adnit chaplzins., Thot is the dif fercnec between
our rroverzant and the others; and, norcoever, we are strictly
Canadian. We have always been opposad to canunistic
propagancéa in our province, cspecially since the inecption
of the comrmunist party in this country and nore rarticularly
in Cucbee,

BY THE CH..IRM/N:

Q. Pardon nc, mey I interrupt? 1.4 ¥OB e

%+ You say that you have bceen copposinz the cormunist
novericnt in Quebec; in what way end by what mcthods have you
opposed then? L. Through thc sterting of our trade
principles, of course, of strictly orszcnizing the workers on
tracde union linecs, economic lincs; ané in cstablishing closer
collaboration with the employcrs, nogotiating, ccllective
bargaining, and so on; and in showing to the workcrs, cspecially
the French-Canadian workers which arc the biz majority in our
tradc unions, the falsehcod of the princijlcs of the cormunists
anc the soditisus neening of their novenent.

Q. 4nd the ewditious mecning of their novement? AL~ Ye8,
and we were of course popularizing the princirles uncd icdeas
advoccted by our lcaders, our Catholic lccders, amon:st the
people. irmcngst our peoplc we have been trying to popularize
the Catholic doctrine aizinst corrmnisn, It has been adnitted
that it was nainly through the cfforts cf our noveinwent that
the expansion of the communistic movencnt in the province of

Quebec was stopped; and I think we werc nuch nore active in that
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‘regard than any other kinéd of labor movcrient, and that was
becausc of the speeial effort we nade., At least, many statenents
tc that effect have bech rmade by pecple in hirh placoes and in
differcnt sphires of social and politieal life. I ean giwe
you an cxanple of that in 1939; if I rcncober well, we
coribined with other nationcl orgenizaticns of the province,
specially thosc in Montrcal, t> crganize a big rally against
cormunistic propasgancéa cspecislly in the distriet of Montreel;
ané wec asked the Trode and Labor Council of Montreazl which is
an international union, 2 labor wmovericnt in Montreal, to
partici;afe in that relly, and at the prclinipery nceting to
orgonize thet rally we had a representative of the Trade and
Labor @Gouncil cof Montrcal and he definitely undertook thot
his organization would be reprosented ot that rally, but
when it came te be held they werc net thero, Why? The
explanation is this, in fhat rioverient there are nizny cormunists
who wcrc exerting a vory importent influcnce in an effort to
rnaintain their offices -- thcy hnd to count on the upport of
these corrmunists in their ccuncils but they diéd not like to
éisclose that -~ they nlso werce frctty znod friends with the
cormiunist lcacders in Mentreal; we very often found them side
by sicde in diffcrent spccecial orgenizaticns and neetings
sponsored or supportcd by thc communist perty in Montreal,

MR. BERTRA4ND: That was cspeciilly the cuse in the clothing
industrya

WITNESS: You are right. Now, thoy wore in 2 hurry to
expell thern from their movenent the nmonent the Cancdian govern-
nmecnt Qeelorcé the eccorrmnist party ill:szel, but prior to that
tine they ncever densunced ther or intoerfeorid with thesm in any
way. ¢ mey say, however, that in our own moveucnt, the
Chtholic labor movenent we aude o canvass of cur meobership and

whers we found that certain nortors wer: ra:king violznt
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I wish now to draw your attention to that big meeting which
took place at the L'issistance Publique hall in Montreal,
Quebee, on May 7.

BY THE CHAIRMAN:

Qs+ On what date? A. May 7th.

Qe Of this year? A. This year.

Q. Where was that located? A. L'assistance Publique
hall, at the corner of Barri and Lagauchetierre streets.
There was a meeting organized by the international unions
of Montreal called, opening an organizing campaign, an
organizihg campaign coupled with the war production, an
organizing campaign in order to appeal to the employers,
to secure their collaboration in order to increase war
production through closer relationship and so on. I suspec-
ted that cormunists, people in that nmovement, helped in
organizing that big rally in order to make statements to
make confusion, to breed confusion in the minds of those
who were present. It was a mceting to foster collaboration
in order to show their willingncss to increasc war produc-
tion; but hypocritically, of course, at the bottom of it
it was called to increase their membership. Some speakers
there took occasion of that meeting to attack pcople in
our province for their patriotic expressions, for their
patriotic statcments.

the

n. Regarding the war? A. 1 mean, they took/occasion
of that meeting to attack people whom they thought to be too
slow in fostering the war effort.

Q. Endorsing the war effort? A. Endorsing the war
effort, and attacked them as being of the fifth column.
There was a man there -~ of céurse, I do not want to quote
any names -- who was a great fricnd of these communists a
few years ago during the crisis between 1932, 1935 and

1936 -- a very keen friend of thesc cormunists.



FF-2

Q. Was hc a labour lcader? 4. He was a labour
leader, yes. Hc was in the clotﬁing industry, especially
in the cap and hat industry. He is one of the main lcaders
of that council. On account of that comradeship between
that fcllow and the cormunists some years ago, I could
easily suspcct the eoimunists which are still in that
movenient, of course, but behave themselves very shrewdly
nowadays, of helping to organize that meeting, as I have said,
in order to make statenents -- and I am repeating myself
now -- in order to advance the cause. So they attacked
people who seemed to them to be slow in helping the war
elfort, attacking them as newmbers of the fifth column and
asking the government, of course =--

N To interne them? 4. To interne them. The big
advertisement that appeared in the French dailies in
Montrenl to attract workers to come to that meeting stated
that workers had to join the international trade union,
especially the nunitions factories, because in those unions
they would find a movement there to defend their homes, their
families, their religion, their democratic liberties. Well,
it was very funny to rcad such things in such an advertisemnent
coming from that nmovenment, knowing, of course, of what it
was conposed and what influcnces were exerting themnselves
in it.

For nyself, just a week ago, attending a meeting of one
of our synticates at Valleyfield, I was very strange
at hearing one of our necmbers violently attacking the employ-
ers. I was quite surprised to hear him talking that way.

I knew he was a pretty violent fellow, but I never thought
he would speak so much against the employers. He could not
at all find any good in employers, and he thought that any-
thing was nccordéd to them in this country, having all
privileges, having anything they liked, violating all

legislation and so on,
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BY MR. DUPUIS:

Q. You do not mean to say that that is the belief of
your menbership? 4. No. '

Q. That they do not get justice? A. No, cergainly
not. There is a way of expressing ourselves in our neetings,
usually speaking, which is far different from the manner that
rian did express himself in.

. You did not like his manner? L. Not at all,

BY THE CHAIRM.AN:

0. What did you do? Did you do anything? Did you
question ‘this member of your union as to the reasons for his
violent attacks on his eiployers and did you try to find out
what was the cause of his attitude or did you simply observe
that? A. I told him that he was wrong. I told him that he
did not use the legislation, the war labour legislation
that we had presently.

Q. Yes? 4. ALnd that was the reason why he was so
vehemently speaking against the employers. $So, of course, I
corrected him, I told him he should not be so much violent,
that he should know what he says before accusing sonmebody
else.

Qe Did you suspect hinm of having been inspired by
any cormunist influences? 4. Well, within myself, of
course} within myself. I could not, of course, accuse him of
being such.

Q. You did not pursue your inquiry to check up? A.No.

But I will further on do that investigation about him.

'Q. Yes? 4. In this country the C.I.0. -- I mean
to say the communists which at first infested very nwuch the
C.1.0, in the United States and here in this country have
been leaving. These communists, I may say, have transferred,
nost of them, from the old international trade union movenent
to the new Canadian labour movenent. It was cglled the old

Canadian Congress of Labour,
GG-1 follows
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Fron the nonient that the Canzdian branches, sone thirtcen
C.I.0. units of thc international union, werc asked to resign
from the Canadian Congress of L:ibor the situation improved.
Sc that we may say that the cormunistic elenent in the labor
noverient in this country has now nostly shifted te the Canadizan
Congress of Lcbor. Of course, that is niy own opinion and I
nay bé wrong; but acenriing to tha facts as I appreciate
therr in this ccuntry at the morniont nost . of them (the
cormunists) arc in the Canzdian Congress of Labor,

MR. BERTR:sND: But you heve no evidence of that?

WITNESS: No, we have nothing definite, but we have
not got into-difficulty with ther: at all, As far as the
activitics of the cormunist perty hcrc in Canacda are concerned
at the present tine, as far as we can sec it is not affecting
to 2any gri-t extent the war effort. Now, I want to submit
to you this stotcrient made by Inspector Harvison, of the federal
policc at a meceting of the Rotary Club in Montrcal sone little
tinc ago. He told his zudicence that at the nonent when Russia
joined our allies in this war thoey issued a circular which
was an order to the cormunists thet they should start
propaganca arainst the class syster in this country anéd that
they should get within the ranks of z2ny progsressive youth
novencnt and also securc werk in all the war plants, especially
crionr,st youth organizations, anc exposec and develop %)hem in
thc truc role of cormunism. This has bcen donc reeently .and
if our work is done¢ well we canuct see that it is in any wey
going to affcect our war effort.

Now, if you will permit me, I will simply temrminate this
short prcsentation by reading to you this resolution which

we adoptced cbout a weck ago at a confcrence of our cxecutive.
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ST.L.TEMENT

by the Confedcration of C~tholic ‘iorkers of Canaca béfore the
Federel Parlisnent Cormittee with rogards to the National
Dcfence iicte The Confederaticn of Cathnlic wWorkcrs of Cancce
helds the view thet the National Defence ict riust not be
ancnded in order that the communist jarty be renéercé legel in
Canadn,

WH_RELS that the cormunist ;:fty advocatod vielcat closs
wer in ericr te cehicve the dictotorship.of: thoe proletoriat
is fatal to the intercsts of the ontire nation, and cspoclally
of the workingrien:

WHERELS the various comnunist partics in gencral, and
the Canscian cozrunist rerty in particular have zlways op-osed,
an¢ still opresc this collabnraticn between the various
cloricnts of socicty, cven anéd espccinlly when they carry on

thoe tacties of "unitcd front® and "sutstretched hand”;

WHERE..S thc cormunist party has for scops to seize political

powcr for itsclf clono, and to choke for cvor throvsh vislin~d
2ll the nther parties which dc.nct eceeryt its icdcology;

WHIRELS the nméans uscd by the cormwunist porty, oftcon con-
trary to- justice ené truth, repuin to the spirit of understonc-
in; indispcnsable to 11l srgcnized socicty :nd to denocracy
in voerticulars

WHDREAS the cormunists cof Canada heve carricd on, during
the first part of the wor, illecel sctivitics contrary to
the intcorusts oné the welfrrc of thu country, and that they
cndenavourcd by every nmocns at thicir disposal to hind er the
war eficrt:

WHOEE.S bkheir recent chiange of front wes nct Cictoted hy
notives of Conacdion intersst, but by their interist in another
ccuntry which, tkhough our ally, cecs not share the way of life

which wc have and intend to koop;



GG=3

WHEREAS pcople daring to write or spcak against the
cormunist party cctivities in this country are accused of being
in the fifth cclumn of of being traitors.

WHERE..S sone cormunists shrewdly ricke their way inte
laboc unions wh:ore they spread their subversive ideas everytine
they hear a complaint in rcspoct of workins; conéditions, dismissals
or persccution from the employers a:i2inst union members
activitics, and whcre they create the impression to the workers
that their labor unicns arc only a sterpingstonce towards
getting justice which can be seccured by werkcrs only when they
will teke hold thansclves of the acdninistration of society
throush giving the politicel powcr to the comrmunist party;

WHEREAS cormunists arc not Russians, Germans, French,
English, Spaniards, lncricans, since they have no country,
their rallying cery being the "international®;

WHERE.S the cormunists tcking zévantage of the fact that
Russia has joined the allies in this war and that since then,
thcy have cunningly'decoratcd their ectivities with thc noble
anG diplomatic expression of "war cffort";

WHERE.LS if the cernunist party were granted legel
existenece, the outside pcril by which we are prescntly nmenaced
night be doubled by a <Zanger of revolution at hone;

The Confederation of Catholic Workers of Cancéa which
enbodies arouné 50,000 workers anc which ainé to inprove the
conéitions of thce working class, in a spirit of collaboration
betwsen the various groups of society end of obedience to
the laws, declarcs that it is dangerous for the peace of the
country and fcr thc war effort to change the present lcgislaticon

on bechalf of the Canadian cormunist party.

HH-1 follows.
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THE CHAIRMAN: Now, Mr, Charpentier, you are through
with your presentation?

WITNESS: Yes, "I am, "

THE CHAIRMAN: The witness quoted from-a newspaper, The
statement he quoted was written by Mr., Harvison of the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police, and it wes an extract from a talk
to the Rotarians in Montreal, There is no date on this
paper,

WITNESS: Yes, here it is, 9th of March, 1942,

THE' CHAIRMAN: I notice that Mr., Charpentier tried to
quote a paragraph but did not complete it, I think it is well
that we have 1t on the record in order to enable us to ﬁursue
it further because it indicatest;esort of information which
should be brought to our attention. May I translate it very
freely? This 1s what it says:

"The sheet of communist propaganda distributed in Canada

carried that the war alliance between Canada and the

Sovict Union should be directed against the fascist

clique of Canada end also that the Leaguc of Canadian

Youth and all other progressive and anti-fascist youth

organizations should immediately begin a vast propaganda

in the plants and everywhere among the youth; in the
youth organizations also to expose the true role of
communisn, "
I think, Mr. Anderson, it would be well to take this up and
produce before this committee the sheet of propaganda that
is referred to thecre,

Thank you, Mr, Charﬁentier.

---Witness retired,

THE CHAIRMAN: Now, gentlemen, we have this telegram

from Mr. Cohén which I mentioned at the opening of the
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GAYLORD PRINTED IN USA







