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Mr. Secretary-General, Distinguished Delegates,
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen.

Our meeting today convenes in an atmosphere of
urgency, of crisis ard of need for action. And rightly
so. There can te no further guestion atout prcper timing,
of delay, of further study. Ve, the nations of the world,
are united ky the same ccncerns and motivated bty the same
humanitarian impulse: to put ar end to the intoleratle
suffering and death stalking millions in Africa. I¢8°%
must te a year of actior in Africa.

The famine in Africa is a tragedy unprecedented
in medern times. The mragnitude of its impact con African
peoples, on our fellow reirgs, staggers the iraginaticr
and defies ccrprehensicr. Tre cdocument, prepared tv the
UN Cffice for Erergercy Operations in Africa, cenfirms the
visicne of despair we have seen or cur televisicn
screens. Mcre than IfC million pecple in 20 countries are
facirg rserious fcod shcrtages. Last week, Mr.
fecretaryv-Cererel, durina ycur virit to Carada, you
vourcelf drew atterticr to the fact that scre 2C million
Africars are threatered with starvaticn. Countless cther
millicrs are forced tc atandcr their ancestrzl Jands. The
figures carnot translate the real borrecr. Each cdeath ics
soreredy's rety, con, davabter, mother or fatber. Fach
death is apn incalculatrle lecess cf human potential. Fack
cdeath ic a statbing pain in the human heart and
corscience. In our modern world, how are such things
poscirle?

The present crisis, to lre csure, tas ite roots in
a ccmplex array cof negative trends and dces nct lend
itself to easy solutions. The worst drought in a century,
envircnrental dearadatior, irappropriate rational ard
interrnatioral pclicies ard rapid orowth ir pcpulaticrn have
2ll cortrituted tc the food shortfall in Suk-Satraran
Africa. They have prevented@ the achieverment of
cself-sufficiency in food. Pegicral cornflict ard civil war
have led as well to the cdestruction arcd diclccation cof
naticral eccrncrmies. These tendencies, ccupled with an
internatioral recessicr characterized ry fellirc comredity
prices, high interest ratec, risirg erneroy cests ard
inflatior have led urs tragically to tke sitvaticn we face
tcday.

Mr. Precsidenrt,

I have ccre here tcday tc re-affirm the buren




ronéd retween the pecple cf Canacda and tle peoples.of
Africa, and the support cf the goverrment of Canada for
the bistoric effort whrich you are leading for ccrcerted
irterraticral action tc adcdress Africa's emeragency nreede.

Canadiars ernd their gcverrment are acutely aware
cf tre irtense sufferirg of millions of Africarse. The
Secretary of Sftate for Exterral Affairs, Jce Clark, and
rycelf rave trevelled to Ftbhicpia tc get a firet bhand
irprescior cf what reecded tc te dcre. A cspecially
aprecirted Canacdier Coordirator for the Africen Farine,
Pavid Macdenald, pert cf my delegaticr here, has since
returned to Fthicpia, visited Mauritania, Meli end Miger
tc understand the situatior in the Sahel and ras iust
recently core reck frer the Sfudan. Mr. Macdonald will
presert in the near future his report on the African
cricis. Tris repcrt will ke studied immediately by the
Sterdirg Cerrittee on Exterral Affairs and National
Deferce of tre House of Commons cf which the Chairman,
Dr. Williar Vinegard@, is participating at this conference
2c a rerter of ry delegation. These fact finding
rissicrs, as well ac the recent visits to Ottawa by you,
’r. President, ard by your Director for Fmergency
Cperaticrs in Africa, Mr. Prad Morcse, have underscored@ the
irpact tte Africas famine has on the Canadian people ard
tte gcvernrert's agerda.

The Frime Minister of Canada, Mr. Priarn Mulroney,
has asted re tc convey purlicly cur profound sympatty and
sclicderity with tre African peoples and their governrerts
ir tbis dark btour. Canada has had strorg aréd multiple
ties with African ccurtries since their accessicr to
ircdepercerce. Trese relations bhave growr through yeares of
ruvtuel develcprent cocperaticn ernd tbhrougbh relief ip
cerren values. The Caradien goverrnment can only reiterate
ite vrdiriristed ard renewed cemmitment to werk ir herrcny
vitbh the interraticral corrvnity to reet this present
crallerce.

Mr. President,

Thcugbh the reaonitude of tre crisis is erorrous,
tkcrab tre challernge friohtenirg, despair and defeaticsnm
canrot 2nd must rot overwbelr ve. The sclutions are nct
and will rot te easy. Cur irmediate pricrity row is to
save lives, Fut lastirg solutions must re fourd ir leng
terrm develcprent. Potbh recuire rernewed cormmitment and a
wil] to cvercore. We rust cortinuve to take the necessary
steps tc respord tc the ereragency crisis which we face.




We must improve coordination of aid roth among
multilateral agencies and bilateral donors. African
nations must give greater priority to ensuring the
delivery of aid and to mobilize their own resources in the
lorg term.

Amidst the immediate despair, Canada finds
grounds for hope. Our purpose is to strengthen and tuild
on this hope through determined effort.

Canada is encouraged, first and forerost, by the
determination and will of the irternational comrunity to
mcbilize to overcome the African famine. 1In this respect,
Canada strongly commends the leadership of the United
Nations Secretary-General. PRy its universal character,
its moral leadership and the variety of its organizational
activities, the United Nations has a pre-eminent role to
play in orchestratirg an international respcnse. It is
essential that this humanitariar effort should transcend
the diversity of political, economic and social systems.
Through his imaginative and determined measures the
Secretary-General has put the Upited Nations at the
forefront of efforts to save lives in Africa. He has put
in place a hetter coordinatior of the various parts of thre
United Nations syster. Fe bacs laid tbe groundwork for
Fetter assessment, planning and organization of relief aid
and he has worked tirelessly tc alert the international
community to the needs of Africa. His work is a living
testimony to the dynamism of the United Nations in this,
its 40th anniversary.

We congratulate the new U.N. Office for Emergercy
Operations under the able leadership of Mr. Pradford Morse
on the speed and determination with which it has
established its presence as the key international
coordinator. We trelieve that its assessment document and
this conference are valuable weapons ir our trattle against
the crirsis. They are providing at last a clearer
indication cf what has reen done and what stil) needs to
be done. Canada intends to continue to work closely with
this office to further imprcve the coordination of aid.

We bave provided grants to the VWorld Food Programre and
United Nations Development Prcgramme in support of the
coordination of relief efforts in the field. Ve have teen
and remain a firm believer that coordination is the best
way of maximrizing the effectiveness of aid.



Mr. Presicdent,

Canada is 8lso enccuraged by the desire of _
Africar nations tc take the lead ir finding solutiorns to
the famine. They have acknowledged thte prime
responsitility for their owr developrent and have
courageously shouldered the cnerous rurden of coping with
the large scale of the dicaster. We ccngratulate the
Crgenizaticn of African Unity for establishing a Special
Emercency Assistance Fund for DProugkt and Famrmine in
Africa. We are pleased bty the adoptior at the last
Cereral Assembly of the LCecleratior on Africe. Ve are
2lso encouraged by the realisr deronstrated ty the djust
cerpleted meeting in AAddis Ataka of the 4Ist session of
the CAU's Ccurcil of Ministers. There is recognition
among African Jeadercs that the solutions tc the famire
rust re viewed in the long term perspective as well as
short term and that adjustment of dcmestic policies which
rave been ireffective or inappropriate is as escential as
the provicsion of mcre financial assistance.

In our united fight in this war on famine, Canada
aske Africens tc take another indispersakle step. We
plead with all sides whc are engaged in interral conflict
to take steps to allow aid to agc tbrough to the victime.
We alsc call for borders which bhave teen clorced to re
orenec sc essential aicd can te delivered tc affected
reigtrours.

Fipally, Mr. President, Carada is ercouraged ty
the response of thre crdirery citizer who has heard the
cries of help fror his reightour in our glokal village.

In this, the Internaticnal Year of Youth, it is worth
renticrirg hew young pecple have ccrtrituvted to the
victirs of the famine, whether throuah their own fund
raisirg efforts or their support for renefit records.
Canacda relieves that special efforts must ke taken to
enccuracge and nurture the gerercuvs outpcurina of
assistarce from irdividvels ard arcups. There rust re a
reccaritior trat 211 acvernrents face ltudcetary restrairte
ard carrct c¢o everythirg. The dynarism of the private
cectcr and tre voluntery cortrikutions of nor-governmental
crganizaticns, cormunities, groups and individuals rust re
ackrowledged ard tapped.

Mr. Fresident,

I ncw turn to what Canada has dcne and intendes to
dc. Tre ressage cof Caradians and treir aovernment is




clear. Ve wich tc live in a wvorld@ cf coermunities ir which
each feels a sence of responeitility for the other. 1In
Novemker our governrent took the unusual step of reming a
Coorcdinator for the African Famine to provide 2 focal
point for tre motilization of assistance from crcups,
irdividuales and communities wartirg to belp. Massive
rumkers, - over SCC,CCC - Canadians of all ages, cf all
vorks of life, men and women from all regicns inclvdirg
the communities of the Arctic have demonstrated their
concern and ccmpassion by donatino more than §3% millior
ip relief tc Ethiopia and Africa. The gcvernment has
contributed anocther $€5 million to the relief efforts
through a frecial Emergency Furd. These contributions tcp
up the $ItC million in focd aid given through a variety of
channels - kilateral, mrultilateral and NCCs as well as

$I€ millior in humanitarian assistance targetted for
Africa ir the last year.

Canada recognizes theat the first priority rust bre
to save lives, but at the same time, telieves it is
imperative to raintain - indeed to intensify - efforts at
lcrg terr developrert. The Canadiar respcnse to the
African cricis will contiruve to reflect roth these
erphases. Ferrit me to set out more specifically what
Carada intends to dec.

Vith respect tc the immecdiate relief
recuirerents, $1€f pillicr ir feocd aid will te provided tc
droucht effectecd Pfricar countries, rilaterally and
rvltilaterally. This should re svfficiert to supply more
tran 4C0,CO0C tonres of cereal. An estimated ¢$1€ pillion
ir nen-fcod erergency ascsistance will te provided as well.

Cn the developrent front, 4C%t of Canadian
hilateral developrent acsistance is earrarked for Africa,
a level which is estimated at $22C million over the next
year. These flows will ke complemented by atout $24°5
millien through international technical ard financial
cooperaticn institutions. More than $120 milion will te
provided to support the proorarmes of voluntary agencies,
research institutions and other channels of developrent
ccoperaticn.

All together, then, cduring the Canadiarn fiscal
year starting in tbhree weeks tire, Canada will provide
more thap $€5C million ir ereraercy and cdevelcprent
assistarce to Africa. This represents a2 cormritrent cf
more ttan $3C per capita.




Carada has also anrncunced a contribtution of §I00C
million to tbhe Vierld Bank's Special Facility for
Svbh-Saharan Africa which is linked to policy and
institutional refcrm. This special contritution
underscecres our strorg relief that the eppropriate
dorestic policies conducive to eccromic grcecwth and
producticn must ke adopted by African countries as an
ecscential step for long terr developrernt. We shall be
reetirg with other partners in tte CECD/DAC this week and
ir ECOECC ir the spring to try to focus our efforts more
effectively in addressing these longer term protrlems.

Mr. Presidenrt,

The reagritude of the crisis presents a challenge
tec the hurer values we hcld dear, ard to our chared
political and econoric instituticrs, includirg the United
Nations syster as a whole.

When people are dying fror hunger, no country, no
instituticn has the right to stand aside. Canada will
continve to make determined efforts to ensure that the
United Natiors responds fully tc the challenage. We urge
others to join us in this task.




