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Text of arstatement on December 11, 1954, by Mrs. K.G.
Montgomerys Canadian Representative in the Third Committee
of the ninth session of the United Natlons General Assembly,
New York, on agenda item 30 - Forced Labour: Report of the
Economic and Social Council

Note: The text of the resolution adopted by t}e Committee
and the results of “thecvoting are inclified in the
3

end of the statement. ;
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As one of the sponsors of the resolution before
the Committee, the Canadian Delegation would like to
express once again its genuine concern over the existence
of forced labour in many areas of the world. The evidence
which has been collected by the Ad Hoc Committee in this
matter is shqcking. The Committee's inquiries have revealed
that facts relating to systems of forced labout exist and
that those government which make use of forced labour,
whether as a means of political coercion, punishment for
holding or .expressing political views or for important
economic purposes, are committing a contravention of the
obligations and provisions of the Charter of the United
Nations. The committee also found that apart from the
physical suffering and hardship involved, what made the
system of forced Jabour "most dangerous to human freedom
and dignity 1is that it trespasses on the inner convictions
and ideas of persons to the~extent of forcing them to
change their opinionss convicetions and even mental attitudes
to the satisfaction of the state"; moreover, 1t was bound
to lower gradually the status and dignity of even the free
workers in countries where it was appliled.

As far as we know this evidence has not been’
wiped out and the facts poihted out by the distinguished
pelegate of the United States this morning give us addi-
tional proof of the existence of forced lpbour! We have
been informed during this debate assindeed during previous
debates of the progress made in certain countries in certain
fields of activity. But the data which was given to us in
these instances had little. if any relevance to the points
under discussion. Mr. Chairman, my country is also one in
which great strides have been made in recent decades in
many fieldso our manufacturing industries have made tre-
mendous progress resently and our national rev®hue has
reached a level which could hardly be dreamed ohly a few
years ago . We also like to think that we have made a
Yiseful contribution to the development of atomic energy
for peaceful purposes - And, partly as a result of all
that, our cultural 1ife is making substantial progress.
But we do not regard any of this as evidence that there
is no forced labour within our borders. Nor do we con-
sider that:the existence of comic strips in many countries
including Canada i1s proof that forced labour exists there.
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We are not concerned here at this stage witp what
people read. What matters is whether or not there are
slave labourers: We are still walting for relevant
evidence that the situation reponteq ip the Ad Hoc
Committee's repbrt has been remedieq:

To our mind theé existence of forceg labour
can be regarded as an integral part of any system
which is not founded on a truly democratic basis and
where as a consequence fundamentaj freedoms cannot
be pecognized both in theory ang ip Practice.

We fully endorse the condemnation b
y the
Economic and Soclal Council of tpe existence of systems

forced labour. As long as sycp ¢ s
3£11 be for the United Nationg to Jystems exist it

with a view to bringing about their elimination and at
the: same time genuine respect fop one of the fundamental
hu an rights.

In a period of history which h.
as witnessed
the abclition of slavery, the admirable Wwork of the

Human Rights, the situation deycpipe

of the Ad Hoc Committee ig all the mgrindfﬁiuiifﬁﬁt This
situation cannot be iguoreq by -any delegation whicﬁ is
sensitive to the sufferings: of millions of human beings.
That is whys, Mr. Chairman, we call upon these delegations

ta give their full support
which is before the committgg.resolution A/C.3/Lk456
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e ggSNéeg°§° %/BESOLUTION/287) which was
: 15'pby a g&tge Thirg Committee on December
Canada) to = OF 31 iw Pawigy (including
and ado‘ted against, witp 12 abstentions
e o0 December 17 in & plenary |

report of tricplSTeTal Assembly on the
8/2878) by o o Bird Committee (U.N. Doc.
against v @ vote of 4 ip favour to 5

g ns s WIth lo abStEntions;

Voting Following jig the text of the resolution

Text of

Resolution

The Genenal Assemb;x,

Hav : ;
S0 At b o inxv?gted Economic and soctal Council
report of the aq g of 27 Apri] 1954 concerning the

oc¢ Committee on Forced Labour,
Bin .‘E> (0]

and Social E%%H§f§§ the condemnation by the Economic
forced labour whi of the €Xistence of systems of
cal coercion op ch are employed as a means of politi-
political viewS,Pla’-;lcilShment for holding or expressing
constitute an Which are on such a scale as to
given country;
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2. Requests the Economic and Social Council and
the International Labour Organisation to continue their
efforts towards the abolition of such systems of forced

labour;

3. Supports the Council's appeal to all Govern-
ments to re-exemine their laws and administrative prac-
tices in the light of present conditions and the i .
increasing desire of the poeples of the world to re-
affirm faith in fundamental human rights and in the
dignity and worth of the human person;

4., Expresses 1ts satisfaction with the action
taken by the Economic and Soclal Council in requesting

the Secretary-General and the Director-General of the
International Labour Office to prepare a further

report on this subject for consideration by the Counci]
at its nineteenth session, setting out:

(a) Whatever replies are received from Govern-
ments in pursuance of General Assembly resolution
740 (VIII) of 7 December 1953;

(b) Any new information on systems of
forced labour which might be submitted by
Member:Statesy specialized agencies and non-
governmental organigations in consultative status,
together with any comments submitted by the Govern-
ments concerhed.
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