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MontgomeIry* Canadiai Represefitative 
in the Third cornmittee

of the ninth session of the 
United Nations General Assembly,

New York> on agenda Item 30 _ 
Forced Labour: Report of th-e

Economic and Social Council 
I

Note: The text of the resolutiOn adopted 
by t..,e Committee

and the resuits of-thèýý1votig 
are încliJ-ied in the

end of the statemente

As one of the sp0Y4501'S of the resolution before

the Committeeg the Canadi8Iu 
Délegatioli would like to

express once again its gerLuine 
concerfi over'the existence

of forced labour in many areas of 
the world The evidence

which bas been collected by 
theAd Roc Comaittee in this

matter is shqdkiflg. The Committee0s inquiries have 
re'vealed

that facts relatiflg to sy9telus of forced labout exist and

that those goverrJlfeft which make use QI forced labour,

whether as a IReans of political coerciol, punisnit 
for

holding or expressiflg political 
Viewsor for important

economic purposes) are committiflg a contravention 
or the

obligations and provisions of 
the Charter of the United

Nations. The Commiittee also f ound that 
apa±'t f rom the

physidal sufferiflg and hardship 
involved, what made the

sy»stem of forced'labour "most 
dangerouS to human freedom

and diîfl±ty is that it trespasses 
on the inner convictions

and ideas of persofis to theeexteflt of Iorcing them to

change their opinionsq convictions 
and- even mental attitudes

to the satisfaction of the stèteu; 
moreover, it was bound

to lover gradually the status and 
dignity of even the f ree

workers in countries where it 
was appllied.

As f ar as 'de know this evidence bas flot been.

Viped out and the facts poîited out by the distinguished

Delegate of the United States this mornirig give us addi-

ýtional proof of the existence of forced lebour! We have

been informled duriflg this debate as 4indeed during prevîous

debateS of the progreas made In certain countries in certain

fields of activitY. Butthe data which vas given to us In

these Instances had little- if any relevance to the points

under diseUSSiofl M4r. Obairman, my country is also one in

whicki great strides have been madle ini recent decades in

many fields,, Our ma~nufactu1ring Industries haVe madle tre-

mendous progress reeOfltly and our national reYbn-ue bas

reached a level which could hardly 
be dresmed OftLy a few

years ago. We also like to thînk that 'de have made a

useful contribution to tkie development 
of atomic energy

for peaceful purposeS. Anid> partly as a result of all

that, Our' cultural life Is making substantial progress.

But we do riot r'egaid mny of this as evidence that there

is no force4 labour vithifi our borders, Nor do 've con-

sider thatthe existence of comic 
stripa in many countries

including Canada is proof that forced 
labour exists there.
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We are flot concerned here at this Otage with.what
people read. kitat matters is whether or not ter ae

slav laourre~ Wparestili Waiting for relevantevidence that thie situation rePOrtèd .in the Ad HIoc
Committee's rejbrt has'been, remOdîeds,

To our mind the existence Of forced labourcan be regarded as an integral Part Of' any system
which is not founded on a truly democratie basis andWhere as a consequence fundamental freedoms cannot
be gecognized both in theory and in practîce..

14e fully endor 1se the cordemnation by theEconomic and Social Council ol' the existence-of systemsor forced labour. As long as Such sYstems éxist itwill be for the UnitedNaontoteaprriae cinwitb a viAV to b ring Ing'Nabt n t tke eiatinanp
thoý salue time genuirie respect oroeliminten ndmeta
hu en rights. froeo h udmna

In a period or hi story hc a inse
theab0itifl r sMvry, the admirable Work of theInternational Labour Organizatj 0  Teprcamtonofundamental £reedoms intthe the Prclamation ofrtr

mor emphatiOc8lly in the Uvea Ne~ation Ctrn
ofaiRis the Ad Hoc on described In the rePt>rt

ositation cnCommittee 's all the more disturbing. This~±tut±oucarot be ignored by anydegainwchs

Th~at is wihyi Mr.% Ch8±i'man) Of0 raillions of human belngs.
to give their full support ot 8l u:pon thed . leations
whiXch is bfr h omto rslto /./4

ResulFolUbow Doc isthe text Of the resolution(U.N. oc. RSOLUaTîON,287) which Wasadopted by the T-hird COMz.t tee on Deceniber15 by a vote Of 31 in favour (includiig
ad adoptto 5 'agaînsti wt 12 abstentionsandadptd onx December 17 in a plenarysession of the General sebyoth

report Of~ the 2Third COMAmb y onO thec
1/288) y a oteor 41i in faêvour teagainst, ith 10 ab stjýntOns

reSluton2 _ XVnO!ý- EonOmîc and Social Council-etie of th C Of~ 27 APril 1954 th
rePrt0f heAdRocCom~tt.n Forced Laboure

and l* Sthe £Qflematon by the Iconooeicfrced labour w2c othte existenc of systes of
cal corcion o are emPloyed a a means er polIti-

P0iia v ewse=isbhment for holing or~ expressing
ponsitutan. Imotn e4 hj are On~ suoh a scale as to
Zgîi 4O 1 tautrt 1eîeu.t in the econowy of &
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2. Reauest the Econamic and Social Cauncil and
the International Labour Organisation ta continue their
efforts towards the abolition of such systemls of farced
labour;

3- Sup)ports the Councills appeal ta ail Govern-
ments ta re-examine their laws and administrative prac-
tices in the light of presetat conditions and the
increasing desire af the poeples af the Warld ta re-
affirm f aith in fundamental human rights and in the
dignity and worth of the huinan persan;

1+. Expresses its-satisfaction with the action
taken by the Economic and Social Council in requestîng
the Secretary-General and the Directar-General of the
International Labour Office ta prepare a further
repart an this subject for consideratian by the Council
at its nineteenth session, setting out:

(a) Whatever replies are received f rom Qovern-
ments in pur suance of General Âssernbly resolution
740 (VIII) of 7 December 1953;

(b) Âny new information on systems af
forced labour which might be submitted by
Member,,:Stàtes.w specialized agencies and non-
governniental organizations in consultative status,
together with any comments submitted by the Govern-
ments concerkied.




