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Debentures of the town of Barrie,
amounting to $135,000, have been guar-
anteed by the county council.

*® % *

The East Flamboro council will, at
the municipal elections, take a plebiscite
on the abolition of statute labor. Com-
mutation at fifty cents per day is pro-
posed.

PR

County clerks will, as formerly, supply
all clerks of local municipalities with the
extra forms required for the county coun-
cil elections, We have supplied about

thirty counties.

*
* *

The first meetings of the municipal
councils for 1899 will be held on the
second Monday in January, and the
county councils will meet on the fourth
Tuesday in January.

®
* #

The York county council has decided
to purchase sixteen acres of land to pro-
tect the wells and springs upon which the
House of Industry at Newmarket depends
for its water supply.

*
* %*

A number of county councils will peti-
tion the Legislature to pass such legisla-
tion as would compel the county in which
a crime had been committed to bear the
expense of trial when a change of venue
had been obtained.

*
* *

Mr. W. R. Fellows, clerk of the town-
ship of Harwich, has resigned. The
council passed an exceedingly complimen-
tary resolution in appreciation of his
excellent and efficient service during the
past thirty-eight years.

The expense of maintaining boys at the
Industrial -School costs Simcge county
about $1,000 annually. The council
recommend that all boys up to 16 years
should be sent to the Reformatory, where
they are taught trades and a good educa-
tion, thereby fitting them to earn an

honest living.

*
* *

Why is it that the position of mayor is
50 much more hoporable than that of
councillor ? Is it not largely because the
mayor is the representative of the whole
town, while a councillor only represents a
small section of the town ? = Abolish the
ward system, have every councillor elect-
ed by the whole town, and the position
of the town councillor will be a highly
honorable one.— Brockville Times.

*
»

This issue of ch WoRrLD is later than
usual. This was owing to the large
amount of work connected with the ques-
tion drawer, and the importance of many
of the questions bearing on the nomina-
tion and election law. Reports of charity
conference and other matters are una-
voidably crowded out. The January issue
will be sent out in time for the first meet-
ing of all councils.

x

* *

At a recent session of the Barrie coun
cil “a bylaw was passed authorizing
Hewson & Creswicke to take proceedings
in the name of the Corporation alone or
jointly with the treasurer of the county of
Simcoe, the Attorney-General and Treas-
urer of Ontario, the Receiver-General of
Canada, and of C. H. Ross, police magis-
trate, against Henry Bird, late town clerk
and police court clerk, to compel him to
pay over certain fines and fees belonging
to the town and not yet made over by
him.”  Competent auditors should be
appointed to protect a clerk from such a
formidable list of possible plaintiffs.

*
* *

* The York county council will petition
the Legislature, praying for such amend-
ment to the Voters’ Lists Act and Elec-
tion Act as will compel the returning
officers at elections for Parliamentary
purposes, to obtain the voters’ lists requir-
ed for their respective electoral districts
from the several municipal clerks within
such districts, and that such local clerks
be declared custodian of voters’ lists. The
council discussed the question in com-
mittee of the whole, when it was pointed
out that the municipal clerk would be
more competent of having these lists
correct, Several cases were cited where
names were left off the voters’ list by the
copying of the lists by the clerk of the
peace, and errors like these could be
easily brought home if the municipal
clerks were responsible for them.
*
>

The West Zorra audit has been the
subject of considerable newspaper discus-
sion, in which the Provincial Treasurer,
the Provincial Auditor, the auditor, the
treasurer, the solicitor and the township

E
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council have been interested. The
treasurer has retained the confidence of
the councillors who, by resolution, com-
pletely exonerate him from all charges
reflecting on his honesty in dealings with |
the township.  Auditor McPherson, of
Windsor, is not satisfied with the way his
report has been disposed of, and vigorous-
ly defends himself in a lengthy letter. We
have no desire to criticise any of the pro-
ceedings, but would say that auditors
should, in future, be instructed to collect
monies found to be due the municipality,
and that their reports should not become
public property until all matters therein
referred to are finally disposed of. A
ratepayer’s real interest is in the financial
result of an audit, and the council can
deal with an official as may be necessary
to protect the interests of the munici-
pality.
*
* *

The council of every town, township
and incorporated village is required to
hold a meeting on the 15th of December,
and immediately thereafter publish a de-
tailed statement of receipts and expendi-
tures.  All accounts outsanding should be
passed. This is intended to be the last
meeting of the year, and the legislature
have limited the powers of councils after
that date by the following section :

‘“But no council of any local municipality shall
after the 31st day of December in the year for
which the members were elected, pass any by-
law or resolution for the payment of money, or
which involves, directly or indirectly, the pay-
ment of money ; nor shall they enter into any
contract or obligation on the part of the muni-
cipality ; nor appoint to or dismiss from office
any officer under the control of the council, or
do any other corporate act after said date, ex-
cept in case of extreme urgency. But the
council may do any necessary business before
the 31st day of December, which may, having
regard to the circumstances, be done at such
time, and which, by this aet, they are now
authorized to do at their last meeting,

*
* *

If the number on your address label is 96
Your subscsiption ends wiik ihis issue. We
would be pleased to have renewal orders
from all, and from those who are retiring
from municipal life, a recommendation to
their successors in office. We have to
depend largely on the co-operation of
those in office and to them our thanks are
due for the good progress made during
the year. The Supply Departmentis now
larger than ever before, and we arein a
position to fill all orders for blank forms,
books, stationary and office supplies, re-
quired by municipalities. = The use of
forms ensures correctness and uniformity
in municipal work, and when properly
prepared direct attention to many impor-
tant matters that might otherwise be over-
looked.

A number of constables were being ex-
amined in matters relating to police duty.
One of them was asked, “if you were in-
formed that a lion had broken loose from
a menagerie and was roaming about. the
streets,what steps would you take?” “Jolly
long steps, sir!” replied the constable.
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NOMINATIONS.

The provisions of the Municipal Act divide the municipalities into ten classes for nomination purposes.

The following tabular statement will show when and

officers to be nominated.

183

where nomination meetings for 1898 should be held, and municipal

STATEMENT. >
MUNICIPALITY, DaTz, Mavor. WHERE, ALDERMEN, WHERE.

T ORERR S i R S e R 26 December ....., 10a m. to1la m. or if|At City Hall .. /12 noon to 1 p.m., or if by-|At City Hall or
by-law passed, 7.30 p. m. law passed, 7.30 to 8.30| place in each ward
to 830p.m ...... ..., B e s e fixed by by-law ..

II. Towns— (Couneillors)

Divided into wards separa-|26 December .. . ... L e e R S At Town Hall .. {12 noon to 1 p.m., or if by-|Af Town Hall or
ted from coun'y ; popula- law passed at same time| placein each ward
tion over 5000 .....,...... as nominations for mayor

are beldy ot T

III. Towns.

Not divided into wards,|26 December ...... IR b s o b At Town Hall . . |12 noon to 1 p. m. or if by-|At Town Hall ....
separated from county ; law passed, 7.30 to 8.30
population over 5,000.... e SRR N

(Mayor, Reeves and ‘De-

IV. Towxs. puty-Reeves.)

Divided into wards, not|26 December ..... 10a. m. to 11 a. m., or if|At Town Hall ..|12 noon to 1 p- m. or if by-|At Town Hall or
separated from county ; by-law passed 7.30 to law passed at same time| placein each ward
population over 5,000.... B B e asnominationsfor Mayor,

Reeve or Deputy-Reeve.

V. Towns.

Not divided into wards, not|26 December ...... Gamiecir. i a3 At Town Hall .. {12 noon to 1 p. m. or if by-|At Town Hall....
separated from county ; law passed, 7.30 to 8 30

population over 5,000....

VI. Towxss.
Separated from county ;|26 December
under 5,000 population. ...

VII. Towns.
Not separated from county;/26 December
under 5,000 population....

NHI  VILLAGES., ..i..0 ~+...|26 December

IX,  OWNBERIEN. Goo s v eiviine
if by-law

19 December

(For Mayor)

-110 to 11 a. m., or if by-law

passed 7.30 to 8.30 p.m.

(For Mayor, Reeve and

Deputy-Reeves.)

<10 to 11 a. m., or if by-law

passed, 7.30 to 8.30 p.m.
{For Reeve.)

On 26 December, or|12 noon to 1 p. m., or if
passed

At Town Hall ...

At Town Hall ..

At Town Hall , .
At Town Hall or

T G

12 noon to 1 p. m. or if hy-
law passed, 1 to 2 p. m,

At Town Hall....

At Town Hall....

At Town Hall....

At Town Hall or
place flxed by by-

by county council
on 12 Deeember. .

by-law passed, 1 to 2 p. |place fixed by by-
KR 0R a e s law unders. 123.

(County Conncillors.)
lpmto2p. m......... At place in each
district fixed by

Nom. Officer . ..

law under s, 123.,

Nomination Proceedings.
NOTICE.

Itis the duty of the clerk or other
returning officer to give, at least, six days
notice of nomination meeting for county
council nominations, two week’s notice
is necessary. Notice may be given by
advertisement in newspapers or printed
posters.

NOMINATIONS, SEC. 128, .

The persons nomindted to fill each
office shall be proposed and seconded
(seriatim) and every such nomination
shall e in writing, shall state thg full
name, place of residence and occupation of
the candidate, and shall be signed by his
proposer and seconder. 8

The change in the law requiring nom-
inations to be in writing came into force
on first of January last, and Yvill be in
general operation for the first time at the
meetings to be held this month. Nomina-
tion forms should be provided for use at
the nomination meetings.

The tabular statement shows the
municipal officers to be nominated at the
meetings. In towns where ward elections
have been abolished either by by-law or

the amendments of the act of 1898 the
number of councillors has been reduced.
In towns, not seperated from the county,
reeves and deputy-reeves are to be elected
as formerly. The general amendment
abolishing the election of deputy-reeves
and ward elections in townships and
villages should be the subject of a short
explanatory address by the returning-
officer when the nomination meeting
opens, so that no misunderstanding will
exist among the ratepayers.  Articles in
this and the November issues explain the
amendments.
RESIGNATIONS

may be handed to the returning officer at
nomination meeting or on following day.

The nomination meeting continues one
hour, during which candidates proposed
may resign verbally, but after the nom-
ination meeting all resignations must be
in writing, signed and attested by a witness
and delivered to the clerk or returning-
officer within the time mentioned. When
resignations are not received in time or
in proper form a clerk has no alternative
but to hold the election.

Two Advantages.

Two advantages arising from the aboli-
tion of the ward system stand out con-
spicuously.

In the first place it puts an end
to the tiresome and useless personal ward
canvas, which deters the best men from
seeking municipal honors, and materially
helping the town; and in the second pliscey
it prevents ward-elected counciloss
from devoting their energies to squarder-
ing public resources in their own wards in
order to keep solid with their supporters.

Abolish the ward system and thus elect
the best men and stamp out the pernie-
ious ward politicians.— Brockville Times.

The Simcoe county council will pay
nominating officers $15 each, to include
all expenses, except hall rent, for nomina-
tions, which is fixed at $4. When county
council election only is held, deputy-
returning officers will be paid $4, and five
cents per mile to return ballot-boxes, and
for polling-booths $3.
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Houses of Industry.

In villages and the smaller towns situ-
ated in the counties where no House of
Industry has been established, the systém
of caring for the destitute poor by out-door
relief, devolves upon the municipal
authorities, assisted by individual effort,
the church and other societies. In the
larger towns, where the expenditure is
greater, institutes of various kinds have
been established. These are the centre
of local charity organizations through
which grants received from the govern-
ment and the municipality are dispensed.
In the country districts the duty of caring
for the destitute poor devolves wholly on
the municipal authorities. The system at
first adoped in all, was that of out-door
relief, but as this was found to be un-
satisfactory and expensive, the establish-
ment of county poor houses or, as
they are now called, Houses of Industry,
was thought advisable. Under the
present law it is optienal with county
councils whether they erect one of these
institutions or not.

In 1868 the county council of Waterloo
erected a House of Industry, and we find
that similar institutions have been estab-
lished in sixteen counties. It is impessible
to lay down any rules or make any sugges-
tions in reference to the system of out-door
relief in operation in rural muunicipalities.
Circumstances vary in almost every in-
stance, and it is sufficient to say that the
more people become acquainted with the
defects of the system, the more active they
are ‘in supporting movements for the
establishment of Houses of Refuge.

LOCATION,

One of the most important matters for
a county council to consider after the
erection of a House of Industry has been
decided on, is the location. This should
be near the centre of the county and not
more than two miles from a town or
village and a railway station., This wiil
minimize the expense of conveying
inmatss to the institution, and if conven.
ient to a large town there will be better
facilities for securing supplics which is an
important matter. A location near the
county town is most desirable as it is then
accessible to the county councils and
grand juries, and continually under the
supervision of the county officials. In
choosing a farm, the amount of land, the
character of the soil, water supply and
drainage must not be overlooked. The
quantity of land varies in diffcrent
counties. Fifty acres has, in the
majority of cases, been found to be all
that can be worked conveniently without
increasing the help actually required to
manage the institution. The employment
of the male inmates suggests a larger
farm partially cleared, as they could then
be engaged in stumping, wood-cutting and
clearing the land, which would increase
its value The rough land would also
provide pasture for the stock. If it takes
years to clear one field the inmates are
the better for the work and an impert-

ant question in the management of poor
houses is solved. The soil should be «f
light or sandy loam, such as can be
easily worked by the labor of the inmates.
An unfailing supply of pure water, and
facilities for draicage of the farm and
sewage from the institution in an inexpen-
sive manner must not be overlooked,
BUILDING

Having secured a suitable farm, the
character of the building to be erected
should receive careful consideration. A
partial basement with one, or at most two
flats ahove, i3 considered by many to be
preferable. The physical condition of
the inmates in the majority of the cases
renders them unfit to climb lorg flights of
stairs. Provision for the escape of
inmates, in case of fire, favors a low buiid-
ing. The cottage system is generaliy a
secondary  consideration, and 1s not
thought necessary, except by these who
have had experience ; the future develop-
ment of the institutions already established
will be along that line Cottage or
seperate buildings for the isolation of
certain classes of inmutes are necessary.
A yard enclosed by a high fence should
also be provided conventent to a cottage
for the use of inmates who are menally
defective, and who would otherwise
require the constant supervision of the
keeper.

PLAN.

The plan of the building should provide
for a complete seperation of the sexes,
for bathrooms, for hospital wards, and
facilities for the insolation of inmates in
cases of an epidemic. Ample room must
be provided for a large kitchen, convenient
storercom and cooking apparatus of
sufficient size. The dining-room should
be near the kitchen and in the bas:ment,
The laundry should be seperated from
the main building. The plumbing should
receive the attention of an expert, and
should be ofthe most durable character.
For heating institutions, the pr.ference in
most cascs, is given to the hot water
system. Two boilers should be used,
both of sufficient capacity to heat the
building.  These should be arrang-d to
run separately, so that in case of accident
the inmates wil: not suffer.

The success of the management depends
entirely on the appointment of the keeper
and matron. The duties at first are
thought to be onerous and unpleasant.
They should at all times receive the advice
and assistance of the municipal auth rities,

COMMITTAL OF INMATES.

Under the Municipal Act, councils are
authorized to make rules and regulations,
not repugnant to law, for the government
of Houses of Industry. These regula-
tions, among other things, provide for the
committal of inmates. They are the same
in nearly every county, and need not be
referred to in this paper. Under the
present law no person can be compelled
to becomd®an inmate unless the county
council passes a special by-law for com-
mitting and detaining them*for a period
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of not more than twelve months. Com-
mittals are usually issusd by m=mbers of
the council, and may be issued by any
two of Her M jesty’s justi- es of the p2ace.
Lo this Province no provision is made for
the detention of persons at tbe Heuses of
Industry ; they are usually controlled by
moral suasion on the part of the authori-
ties in charge.

The expense of maintaining inmates is
provided in two ways :

1. By a general tax to meet all the
expenses of the instituion.

2. By a geoeral tax to maintain the
farm and the buildings and a special
assessment on focal municipalities fur the
support ot inmates sent from each. The
payment of all cxpenses by a general tax
is, in many ways, mot desirable. A great
many inmat.s of these institutes are
wandering characters who belong to no
particular municipality or county, and are
of neessity committed from the munici-
pality in which they become disabled.
Efforts have been made to define elegible
inmates as those who have been resident
in the county or municipality for a stated
period, usuaily two years ; justices of the
peace are not restricted by these regula-
tions. The greatest benefit would be
deiived if all institutions were open to
residents and transicnts who may be in
need of assistance.

The spiritual welfare of the inmates is
often neglected, and where the church
societies of the neighbcrhood or nearest
town do not underiake the work, the
authorities have, in some ca es, found it
necessary to pay for the scrvices of a
regular chaplain,

House of Industry authoriiies will find
it to their advantage to encourage the
work of Childrens’ Aid Societies. All
children at present in (hese institutions,
or who may be committed thereto, should
be handed over to the care of the society.
Counties ‘should be r quired to assist
cities in providing childrens’ shelters, as
they are open to all children coming within
the jurisdiction of the society.

A great deal might be said in reference
to the details of the management of
houses of refuge, but such suggestions
would be more appropiate for a meeting
of those who are pa ticularly interested.
It isalmost necessary from a municipal
standpoint that sume organization ef those
interested in poor house wcrk should be
effected, if for no dther purpose than
deciding on a unitorm annual report, con-
taining mot only complete statistics in
reference to inmates, but as to cost of
maintenance, etc. Municipal councils are
apt to judge of the success of an institu-
tion by the low annual rate of maintenance
and comparisons of the reports from
different institutions often léad to unfavor-
able comment and annoyance to those in
charge, which would be avoided if uniform
reports were prepared.

A Japanese farmer who has as much as
ten acres of land is looked upoa as a
monopolist.
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ENBINEERING BEPARTMENT.

A. W. CAMPBELL,
0.L.S., C.E., M.C.5., C.E.

Better Roads.

Every now and again occasion appsars
to arise for reiterati g the obj ct of the
Good Roads Movement, as advocated by
the promoters in Ontario. It is so much
more convenient at times to jump at con-
clusions than to reach them by the slower
and mere laborious method of adhering
strictly to the trodden pa h, that it is not
to be wondered at if the Good Roads
Movement is occasional y misrepresented.
To-day the mevement is so well under-
stood that, to m ssta e its aims is but to
reflect discredit upon the person thus
effending.

The Good Roads Movement is not a
huge scheme to construct an ex ensive
system of macaram roads on the English
or any ether plan th t will entail a he -vy
expendi ure and burdensome d bt. The
aims are more nearly expressed by the
¢ Better Roads Movem nt.” Not English
roads, nor French roads, but Caradian
roads are th. kind we desire to see built.
There is much, it is true, 'hat we can
learn fiom English and French and Ger-

man and a'l methods of road construction.-

Our infarmation in this respect cannot be
too complete. But it is not by seizing
upon any one plan or scheme that good
is to be effected in Canada. It is by
learning, first, the underlying principles,
and then adapting them to circumstances
as we find them in ‘Canada that the aims
of the Better Roads agitation are to be
achieved.

A s udy of road making, a3 it is de-
veloped by the elder and more experienced
countries, will lead to the conclusion that
roads well suited to the present conditions
in Ontario « an be cheaply built and main-
tain.d. Traffic on our country r ads is
not heavy. The population is widely
scattered. As efficient service can be had
from a comparatively cheap road in
Canada as can be had from a very expen-
sive road in England.

At the same time Canadians can well
afford, and are as willing to pay as much
per head of population as are the English
for good roads. There is no effort to
change the plan of country roads as we
find them in Ontario. There is an effort,
and one that is bearing fruit, to apply the
best scientific principles of 10ad making to
this general p'an, together with economi-
cal me hods of paying for them.

When the “ Better Roads Movement ”
has accomplished its ends, roads will be
better drained where thiy are now being
raised to a dargerous height ; water will
be taken from the road instead of the
road being lifted above the water ; b.tter
metal will be used and it will be properly
placed on the road ; roads will be crowned
uniformly, instead of being either danger-
ously ‘“barrel'ed,” or left flat or even
hollow ; wide instead of narrow tires will
be used on wagons ; statute labor will be

replaced by a system that can be handled
more justly and more economically ;
durability and permanency will be songht;
roads will be r paired, not once a year,
but wh:n repair is needed. The primary
object of the ¢ Better Rrads Movement ”
is to check the waste that is now going on
through misdirected labor and the absence
of efficient roads, and to accomplish the
most with the expenditure now being made.

It does not require an expert to observe
the faulty ccnstruction of the roads we are
making. Unfortunately for ourselves we
are practising the gr atest deception in
professing to know alt about road con-
struct'on, when at least twice a yeir we
are told by their woful condition” of the
temporary and inefficient manner in which
work on them is being d. ne.

Millions of dollars of money and its
equivalent in work is being spent each
year in making roads, We can point to
but very few miles in the whole province
that have been properly constructed, and
this is largely due to the system or want
of system in the various municipalities. Is
it that our ratepayers are determined to
prevent the improvemer t of our roads, or
the ad ption of a system which will ex-
pend our road tax in such a manner as
will create an improvement ?

Ever since Mr.Andrew P.ttulo, M.P.P.,
first attracted attention to the need of
re‘orm in this matter, the question has
b en zgitated, public meetings held, plans
discussed, favorable resolutions for re-
forms passed, much interest taken, and
there has been a unanimous feeling in
favor of reform. While many municipali
ties have taken hold of the question in
earnest and have made an excellent start,
and will in a sh rt time have solved the
priblem, yet it is to be regretted that in
too many sections action is slow.

Every municipality is building roads —
dry weather roads. It requires lit le skill
to build such roads, for «(ven a trail
through the fie'd or forest is good in dry
weather. What we require in this country
is roads t"at will be goed in the long, wet
seasons of spring and autumn. What
more striking example of our indifference
in this resp ct can be afforded than on a
journey at the present time over almost
any of our roads? Some of our big
¢ tizens are narrow enough to encourage
the shiftless and unprogressive in thoir
indifference, but surely we have enough
big men in the community who are broad
enougl t) take hold of this problem, the
solution of which will admittedly add so
much to our industrial, social and com-
mercial welfare.

Tue MunicipAL WorRLD in is first
number took up the discussion and in
every issue since has donated space to the
matter, and will continue to co so until
every municipality will have laid down a
system which will provide for the proper
expeniiture of the public road tax, and
emboly the true principles of road-mak-
ing. In every department of municipal
work this is our object, and the results
will be our reward.

Sewage Disposal in Toronto.
The sewage of Toronto, collected by
a system which aggregates about 230 miles
of sewers, the waste of 175,000 people,
amounting, it is estimated, to 16,000,000
gallons daily, is at present discharged into
Toronto Bay. T

The bay is practically a stagnant, land-
locked body of water. The water supply
of the city, taken from Lake Ontario, off
the south shore of Toronto Island, is
forced across the island and thence to the
city through mains which rest on the bed
of the bay. There is strong reason to
believe that these mains are not perfectly
water-tight, and that the waler which
reaches the citizens is, in part, bay water,

The probability is that Lake Ontario
will always be the source of Toronto’s
water supply. Mr. Manserge, the English
expert employed a few years ago to report
on the system of water supply recommends,
in place of the present intake, a tunnel to
the island through the bed rock under-
lying the bay, this tunnel to be lined with
steel. This method which will doubtless
be adopted as soon as the city can face
the expense, would not be above suspicion
so long as the sewage is emptied into
the bay, for there would still be the
possibility of the polluted water of the
bay percolating through and mixing with
the water in the tunnel.

In addition to the pollution of the
water supply, the present method of
sewage disposal is turning the bay into a
cess-pool, if it has not already done so.
This alone constitutes a grave menace to
health and is an abundant reason for the
early application ofa suitable remedy. It
is the greatblot on one of the most de-
lightful cities of the American continent.

Mr. C. H. Rust, the city enginesr of
Toronto, has recently reported to the
council on a system of sewage disposal.
The report details the information gather-
ed by himself, Messrs Ald. Saunders and
Ald. Crane, from a recent visit to several
United States cities — Worcester, Mass. 5
Lawrence, Mass.; Brockton, Mass. 5
Providence, Mass. and Reading, Pa.
The history of the question of Toronto’s
drainage, which dates back as far as 1857,
is then briefly outlined, together with
extracts from the report of Mr. Manserge,
referred to above,

Mr. Rust then discusses the various
systems of disposal which appear feasible ;
the Septic treatment now in the experi-
mental stage ; Land Treatment, of which
there are the two systems ; Broad Irriga-
tion, Intermittant Filtration and Chem-
ical Precipitation.

Broad Irrigation is defined as  sewage
being utilized over a large surface of land
for the production of vegetation, consis-
tent with suitable purification of sewage.”

Intermittant Filtration is described as
“ sewage applied intermittantly in as great
volume and at short intervals as can be
properly absorbed, and purified by the
land, and while not excluding vegetation,
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yet making produce of secondary im-
pertance.”

Of land treatment Mr. Rust says :

“In broad irrigation we are informed
that it will take about one acre for every
100 of a population, but with intermittent
filteration the sewage of 1000 persons
may be satisfactorily disposed of on the
samearea. We are also told by authori-
ties that efficient filteration will remove
99 per cent. of the bacteria, and it is this
system combined with perhaps broad
irrigation, to some extent, that I suggest
to your council as being suitable to your
city. The only land available in sufficient
quantities for this purpose is situated in
the township of York, east of Leslie Street
and North of Danforth Avenue, extend-
ing eastwardly almost to East Toronto,
and northerly to a branch of the Don.
There is about 1,100 acres in this section,
and is admirably fitted for the purpose.
A great portion of this area has to-day no
value for agriculture, the soil being sand
running down to a great depth. 1 would
recommend, providing this land can be
purchased for a reasonable figure, and if
this system of sewage disposal is adopted
by the council that about Goo acres be
purchased, and that at present about 300
acres of it be laid out for filter beds.
There is no doubt that arrangements
could be made with a number of the
owners and tenants of some of the lands
in this district so that they would be only
too glad to receive a portion of the
sewage upon their properties during part
of the year. The remaining portion of
the sewage could be turned upon the
filter beds, and the effluent conducted to
the nearest watercourse. The soil is of
such a porous character that there could
be no difficulty in disposing of 50 or 6o
thousand gallons of sewage upen an acre.
The question of the efficient working of
the filter beds during our severe winter
may be considered by some as an object-
ion but from the results obtained in the
New England States, where the winter is
almost as severe as ours, 1 do not antici-
pate any difficulty.”

The cost of installing such a system is
estimated at $1,730,000, while the annual
cost of operation would be $70,000, less
the revenue derived from the sale of the
produce raised on the sewage farm.

As to the system of chemical precipita-
tion the report says :

“The next method of disposal to be
considered is that of chemical precipita-
tion. This system, which a number of
your council have seen in operation in
Hamilton, is carried out by turning the
sewage into large tanks after it has been
treated by chemicals. The sewage is
then passed slowly through the tanks to
enable the suspended matter to settle to
the bottom. It is necessary of course to
have sufficient tank capacity to permit of
a sufficient number to be out of use while
the sludge is being removed. Disposal of
the sludge is the most difficult part of
the sewage precipitation, the sludge being
used on land as manure, or got rid of by

filling in lowland or by burning. Authori-
ties inform us that precipitation removes
from fifty to sixty per cent. of the organic
matter. American engineers assume that
for every 1000 persons, fifty four cubic
feet of sludge may be expected. The
disposal of the sewage by precipita-
tion is carried out in a large number of
the principal cities of England, notably
Leeds, London, Manchester and Bradford.
In America there are several plants in
operation, the largest of which is at Wor-
cester, Mass. Providence, R. 1., is now
engaged in constructing works of this
character. It is a question whether the
removal of about half of the organic matter
from our sewage would permit of its being
turned into the lake without creating a
nuisance, and I therefore considered in
connection with chemical precipitation
that the effulent should afterwards be
purified by filtration, either by turning it
upon the natural soil, or if sufficient land
cannot be secured at a reasonable price
for this purpose, artificial filters could be
constructed. It may perhaps be found
during the winter months and after a strong
wind has been blowing from a westerly
direction, that it would not be necessary
to further purify the sewage by dropping
it on the filter beds, but after treatment
with chemicals it could be permitted to
discharge into the lake. In connection
with this matter the Local Government
Board of England is now compelling
nearly all the cities using this system
alone to supplement it with further filtra-
tion. I have in my estimate assumed that
the most economical and satisfactory
chemicals to be used would be lime and
either sulphate of alumina or copperas. ”

The cost of installing a system of pre-
cipitation would amount to $1,150,000,
while the annual cost of operation would
approximate $105,000.

Either of these systems, land treatment
or chemical precipitation combined with
Land Treatment, would in the opinion of
Mr. Rust meet the requirements of the
city, but he recommends that before in-
curring so heavy an expenditure as either
would require, that the advice of a spec-
ialist in this class of work, be obtained.

Road Reform.

The following is an outline, in brief, of
a system of road control which a great
many townships in Ontario could consider
with profit :

Do away with the statute labor roll
entirely. ;

To raise the money required, levy a
rate on the assessment of the township.

For road purposes, divide the town-
ship into a convenient number of divi-
sions, usually four.

Apportion the money available for road
improvement, among the divisions.

In thus apportioning the money equably,
keep in view all circumstances, viz : Im-
portance Of roads, work needed on them,
benefit resulting to the greatest number of
people, amount of traffic, assessment, etc.

. systematically,
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Appoint one township road commis-
sioner to advise and counsel with, and
carry out the directions of the council.

The office of road commissioner should
be similar to that of the township clerk
or treasurer.

Councillors should not act as com-
missioners, as they are subject to undue
influence from the ratepayers, and the
term of office is uncertain.

A general plan for road improvement
should be laid down by the council for
the commissioner to follow.

This plan should specify the width to
be graded, width and depth of road metal,
character of drainage, etc., of all roads.

Roads of importance should not be less
than twenty-four feet between the inside
edges. of the open ditches. No road
should be of less width than eighteen
feet.

Early in the year the council and the
commissioner should go over all the roads
to consider the work to be undertaken.

Works of construction, such as hauling
gravel, ditching and drainage, building of
culverts and bridges should be done by
contract, and supervised by the road com-
missioner.

No account for labor or material should
be paid by the treasurer, except on the
certificate of the road commissioner.

Minor work and repairing should be
done by day labor, only the road com-
missioner being authorized to employ,
direct or discharge men or teams.

All roadmaking machines should be in
the care of the road commissioner.

Only the road commissioner should em-
ploy, direct or discharge the men or teams
needed to operate the machinery.

Should the council desire to interfere in
any of these matters they can do so
through the commissioner.

The same men and teams should be
hired to operate the machinery for the
entire season, or longer if possible, as they
become proficient and do better work.
This applies particularly to the operator
of a road grader.

The commissioner should keep a pay
roll to return quarterly to the council,
showing who have been employed and the
amount paid, the roll to be then filed for
auditors.

This roll will act as a check on favor-
itism on the part of the commissioner.
Work should be divided much as possible
among the residents of the township de-
siring it.

Work should be commenced with a
definite end in view and continued
from year to year if
necessary, until the entire road mileage
has been brought toa proper standard.

Mr. Robert Surtees, who for twenty-
four years has been city engineer of
Ottawa, has resigned. The salary attach-
ed to the office is $2,500. Important
sewage work costing $450,000 are about
to be undertaken, and an engineer will
doubtless be chosee with respect te his
qualifications for carrying on this work.
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An Electric Plant for Hamilton.

The Council of the City of Hamilton,
Ontario, has secured estimates from Percy
Domville, electrical engineer, on the cost
of installing an electric plant to be owned
and operated by the city. The report is
in two divisions discussing :

(1) An electric arc plant for lighting
the streets only.

(2) An electric incandescent, power
and arc lighting plant for commercial and
civic purposes.

It is proposed that the plant be situated
on the site adjoining the Sewage Inter-
ception Works, the advantage being the
utilization of all surplus power from that
establishment, plenty of water for conden-
sing purposes, and a saving in labor,
since the present engineer and foreman
with an additional assistant would be
sufficient to operate both steam plants.
The power station and boiler house is
estimated as containing 6ooo square feet
of floor space, so planned and located as
toallow of additions being made when
necessary.

(1) Zhe Electric Are Plant Only :

For an electric arc plant, for street
lighting only there would be required one
500 horse-power Tandem Compound
Condensing engine and Condenser,
capable of supplying power for 550 arc
lamps of 2000 candle power each, or 650
arc lamps of 1200 candle power each.
There would be 636 boiler horse power
in three units. Two boilers would be
sufficient for general running purposes,
but it is deemed advisable to have one in
reserve.

The electric plant would include five
arc dynamos of 125 light capacity each,
switchboard, 500 double carbon lamps
with globes, 50 miles of line and 1760
cedar poles.

The report states that the “estimated
cost of coal for operating is of consider-
able importance, fuel being the principal
operating expense. With the latest type
of Compound Condensing Engines, fitted
with economizers, elc., a great saving of
fuel can undoubtedly be affected. The
amount of coal required is variously
estimated from 5 pounds per horse power
per hour for a simple non-condensing
engine to 1,765 per horse power per
hour for a triple compound condensing
engine.” The estimated cost of operation,
however is based on a consumption of 41
pounds per horse power per hour. -

For the above plant to light city streets
only (500 arc lights,) the cost of installa-
tion is estimated complete at $97,130.
The total annual cost of operation, in-
cluding depreciation, would be $27,277.
This .would make the cost per lamp
$54.55 per annum. :

The additional cost of installing a 1000
light incandescent plant for lighting city
buildings would amount to $10,075, with
an additional $1o00 per annum for opera-
tion,

(2) An Electric Incandescent and Arc
Lighting and Power Plant for Commercial
and Civic Purposes.

With respect to the above plant, supply-
ing 3000 Incandescent and 125 Arc lights
for commercial purposes the report states
that “ while the original cost of installa-
tion of an Incandescent and Arc lighting
and Power plant for commercial purposes
would be high, the city would be more
than compensated for the same by the
receipts for the sale of light and power.”

“There should be no difficulty in
installing the full number of lights (3000
incandescent.) This with the introduction
of small motors for power should give
adequate return for the money expended,
as well as partially, if not altogether wipe
out the cost of operating the city Arc
lights.”

The principal addition to the power
station would be the duplicating of the
steam plant and the introduction of
an alternator, a power generator, an Arc
dynamo, together with the necessary
switchboards and connections. This
would involve an additional expenditure
of $40,516 for installation and $9,332.50
additional yearly for operation.

The comparative costs, then, are :

Cost of installing an Arc lighting
" plant for street purposes only $97,130
Annual cost of operation. . ... 27,277

Cost of installating a plant as

above for street purposes to-

gether with 1000 incandescent

lights for civic purposes only $107,205
Annual cost of operation...... 28,277

Cost of installing a plant for all
civic and commercial purposes 137,646

Annual cost of operation. .. ... 36,609

(With the reservation in the last case
that the income from commercial lighting
and power would largely if not wholly
cover the cost of the street lighting.)

The report says with respect to the
present street lighting system, ‘“it is
evident a much better distribution of
lights can be made than at present.
Many lamps are so placed that the radiat-
ing power is to a degree lost, either by
their being too high, or hung without
proper allowance being made for the
shadow cast by trees. These lamps can
be so stationed as to give the full candle-
power of the light generated.”

Society of Municipal Impravement.

The annual convention « fthe American
Society of Municipal Impr.vement, h.ld
last month in Washington, was at ended
by a large number of d:legatis from the
citi.s of the United S ates and Canada.
I: is sometimes imputed that these meet-
ings are organzed for the pu-pose of
providirg junket ings for municipal coun-
cillors ard officials, and that any money
spent in sendirg delegates is praciically
was ed. This view is an extremely narrow

one. Much good has resulted from such
associations in this couvtry, and in ne
line is there greater need for thorough
organization and education than in the
matter of municipal improvement. Fol-
lowing closely all movements of this
character, so as to be ab’e to criticise or
recommend and t& profit by their deliber-
ations, it is the p-actice of THE MunNicI-
PAL WORLD to attend as many of these
meetings as possible.

A representative of THE MuUNICipAL
WorLD attended this conventi n for the
first time in its history and is convinced
that the objects of the as:ociation are mest
laudable. Valuable papers were read on
subjects of vast importance to. municipali-
ties, and an official report of the meeting
should be secured by every municipal
council.

The p'anning of sewage systems, dis-
posal of sewage, construction of water-
works plants, filteration, water supplies,
street railway construction, electroleysis,
street paving, road-making, principles eof
taxation, municipal givernment and kin-
dred subjects were discussed by men of
wide experience and national reputation.
In all of these subjects many munricipali-
ties a‘e interes'ed and every municipality
is interes‘ed in some of them.

The value of these deliberations cannet
be overestimated, as the result of the
study, experience and life-work of these
men is fully and freely given. The in-
formation is such as would cost a munici-
pality workirg independently, an enor-
mous amount of money, and in fact
would be difficult, if not impossible to
secure. Here the men from different
parts of the continent meet on one plat-
form and give in detail the practice
followed in different localities, subjected
to the varying influences of climate, soil
and the many other conditions which
tend to perp'ex in the planning of such
weork.

The next annual cenvention was fortu-
nately sccured for Torento, te be held
probably during September of 189g.
The opportunity will thus be afforded to
all councillors and municipal officers in
Ontario, of attending and listening to the
best of American authoriti s on municipal
affairs.

None interested in municipal ma'ters
shou'd in any way underes'imate the
privilege thus afforded—one which is of
two rare an cccurence to be lo t.  Every
council in Canada shou'd send at least
one dclgeate. Toron'o can be easily and
cheaply .reached, and the infermation
received, if used to advantage, may save
some municipalities many thousands of
dollats in the construction of their works,
besides securing an efficiency of vast
b nefit to the people and economy in
future maintenance and operation.” It
will repay every individual to attend the
convention at his personal expense, for it
is educational influences of this kind
which enab'e men to take an intelligent
and up-to-date view of municipal pelitics.

A
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Streets in Peterborough,

During the last three years there has
been expended wupon the streets of
Peterborough the enormous sum of nearly
$40.000,—to be exact,—$37,794.49. The
money was expended as follows ;

In the year 1896, $14,667.73.

In the year 1897, $14,517.43.

In the year 1898, up to November
first, $8,609.29.

Let any one go round about the town
and mark well her streets, and what does
he see to represent this comparatively
vast expenditure ? He will chiefly see
an abundance of mud and rough uneven
streets that would be a discredit to a
country municipality. Can any person
making such an inspection, by the most
vivid sketch of imagination, honestly
arrive at the conclusion that we have
received anything coming within cannon-
shot of value for the expenditure mention-
ed? When the streets are not in a con-
dition of mud and rut they are plowed by
sewer operations that are begun at a time
when the work should have been finished,
and have afforded time to put the streets
in useable shape. Now the sewer trenches
will be roughly covered over and the
streets alongside left littered  with
stone. The frost will come and we will
have streets as impassable for sleigh with
safety and convenience, as an unopened
sideline in Burleigh. The money has
been expended on make-shift, slop work,
with very little other permanent results
than bad road-beds and rickety sidewalks.
Nothing in the way of permanent work
has been accomplished except the pave-
ment laid down this summer.

It is difficult to see what value we have
had for nearly $40,000,—it will probably
amount to that sum before the year is
out—spent during the last three years. If
we go back for the past ten years we shall
have a total of something like $r50,000
spent on our streets, with nothing except
some bridges which are not at all above
suspicion, to show for it. We have, it is
true, given employment to labor, but so
far as permanent results are “concerned, it
would have been as well to have paid the
money outright to working men without
putting them to the toil of earning it in
work for which there is so little to show.
Would any firm or individual with haziest
possession of business common sense,
have expended such an amount with such
results > The strongest business in
Peterborough carried on on the same slip-
shod principles as has obtained in the
administration of our streets, would have
the sheriff putting up it’s shutters in six
months.

What we want is some systematic
attempt at making permanent streets, some
plan by which we shall get something like
value for our money. What we do we
should dowell. If we only build a mile of
streetsin a year we should do it well and
it will stay done.  There are roads in
England in use to-day that were built at
the time of Julius Cemsar. They are

there because they were made right.
Road-making has been reduced to a
science, and to have good roads that will
last they must be made right. We can’t
expect good results from the statute labor
methods of half a century -ago.  If we
spend money liberally on our streets we
should insist on getting good value for it.
If we are to give it away let the taxpayer
know it, but don’t let us throw it away
any longer on expensive street work that
has to be done over the next year at great
additional expense.

We must have an end to the waste of
money on our streets. We must have an

end to the perpetual ripping up of our

streets, that makes even passable thorough-
fares a constant “source of annoyance
and obstruction to traffic.  With half a
dozen corporations digging holes in our
streets at iutervals, we have, with one and
another, heaps of loose earth and yawn-

ing cavities in all the year round.
The council must meet the emer-
gency. It must adopt some system

of operation that will lead to work being
done when 1t is finished. Paying for a
street improvement once is enough. We
don’t want work done on streets that will
cost nearly as much next year for doing
over, asa good permanent job would cost.

The Council will find that the present
system has the universal condemnation of
our citizens who are tired of paying taxes to
be sunk in eternally muddy and  unsatis.
factory streets, and who demand that
there be placed a limit to the random and
reckless use of our streets by every
corporation or individual who chooses to
fill them with holes at their own sweet
will. A council that is strong enough to
take a bold stand on the street improve-
ment question, and a mayor who is big
enough to institute a big, broad policy,
having first regard to the interest of the
people, and secondly and incidentally, to
the interests of the corporations, or private
ivdividuals, will both have the people at
their backs and good, honest enduring
streets under their feet.— Peterborough
Lxaminer.

Street Sweepings.

There is, fortunately, a growing senti-
ment in favor of turning to commercial
account all the garbage and refuse of
towns and cities. Street sweepings and
scrapings are In some cases applied to the
land as a fertilizer ; in others they are
used for filling in low-lying sections ; in
still others no particular use is attached
to them, and they are disposed of in the
most convenient manner possible.

As a land fertilizer, street sweepings
vary in value from nothing to something
approaching good stable manure. That
of least worth is taken from macadam
roads. while the richest is obtained from
the asphalted or stone-paved streets of
crowded cities. Qutside of its value as a
manure, ®treet cleanings  of any descrip-
tion frequently have a good mechanical
effect on certain soils ; furnishing for ex-

THE MUNICIPAL WORLD.

ample, the necessary material to render
clay more workable, and more suitable to
the growth of vegetation.

What the value of street sweepings is,
therefore, varies according to its quality,
(dependent largely upon the class of
pavement from which it is obtained) and
the condition of the land to which it is
applied. The price most commonly
received by cities is merely enough to
cover the cost of haulage and ten or
fifteen cents per ton additional.

A Good Roads Parliament.

Among the numerous conventions
which eviry autumn brings about, was
the Goods Roads Parliament of last
mo th, held in Omaha, Neb. The par-
liament was largely attended by represen-
tative pub'ic men from all over the States,
being presid.d over by the Hon. Martin
Dodge, United Stites Director of Road
Inquiry, Washington, D. C. The resolu-
tions adopted by the Parliament approved
of the good work of the United States
D partment of Agriculture in furnishing
information relative to good roads. It
was further recommended :

That each sta'e agricultu-al college fur-
nish a course on road construction.

That state legis'ation be asked to appro-
priate funds to aid ccunties in building
samples of gocd roads.

That directo:s of farmers’ institutes take
up the subject of good roads as part of
their work, and that the United States
Department of Agriculture furnish leetures
on good road building.

That able-bodied men in prisons be
kept at work on road material, and not be

allowed to come in contact with honest "

laborers.
That construction of goed roads by
country districts be encouraged.

That all states create a non-partisan
highway commission, to be_ separate from
all other boards, which shall have super-
vision of all public read affairs.

It may be observed that, in respect to
educational measures, this province is
following clesely upon the lines indicated
by the United States Goed Roads Parlia-
ment.

The Ontario Department of Agriculture
has appointed an Instructor in Roadmak-
ing, who lectures largely, in addition to
collecting and: distributing information
respecting good roads and their construc-
tion. Farmers’ institutes, too, have taken
up the matter, and the subject is thus one
which is being widely discussed, the aim
being to en<ourage the con truction of
better roads by coun'ry districts. Al this
is in harmony with the recommendations
of the Omaha Good Roads Parliament.

On the other hand ttis pruvince has
believed it wise te abstain from ¢ state

aid ” or other provincial interference ; nor

has the employment of convicts in the
crushing of road metal been undertaken
here, as recommended by the Parliament.
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Nominations and Elections.

Reeves — Depuly-Reeves— Counci'lors— Sehool
Trustees— Wards,

In the October number of THE WorLD,
we discussed the question, whether Deputy-
Reeves were to be elected in townships
and villages at the ensuing elections or
not and we expressed the opinion that
they were not, The more we examine
the Municipal Act, the more patent it
becomes, that the Legislature did not
make the necessary amendments of other
parts of the Municipal Act to make it
harmonize with the Municipal Amend-
ment Act, of 1898. Section 101, for
example has becn allowed to remain as
it was and provides that in townships
divided into wards, the councillors shall
at their first meeting elect from among
themselves such deputy-reeve or deputy-
reeves. For the reason s'ated by us in the
October number, no deputy reeves are to
be elected in villages or townships. By
sections thr.e and four of the Municipal
Amendment Act, of 1898, sections 72 and
73 are se amend:d that the basis of re-
presentaticn for deputy-reeves has been
taken away. By section 71 of the
Municipal Act, there was provision for
the election of deputy reeves if there were
sufficient names of persons entitled to
vote. By the Act of 1898, section 71 a
(1), was added, which is as follows :
“The council of every town having a
population ef not more than 5.000 by the
last Canadian census, shall consist of a
mayor,who shallbe head thereof,and of six
councillors to be elected by a general vote.”

DEPUTY-REEVES IN TOWNS OVER §5,000
POPULATION NOT SEPERATED FROM
COUNTY.

In the case of towns having a popula-
tion of over 5,000 which has net with-
drawn from the jurisdiction of the council
of the county, a reeve is to be added
and also deputy-reeves for every 500
persons entitled to vote. What reason
the Legislature had for preserving te such
towns alone the right to elect deputy-
reeves, we do not know, Section 74 of
the Municipal Act is amended by section
5 of the act of 1898, so as to read “in
counting the names of voters referred to
in section 71 the name of the same person
shall not be counted more than once in
any municipality, whether
appears upon the voters’ list only once or
mere than once.” This section, though
very general in its terms, must be con-
strued as applying to the election of
mayor, reeves and deputy-reeves, if any,
and not to the election of councillors.
The same person may be entitled to vote
for councillor in every ward. Owing te
the fact that the provisiens relating to the
time and place of holding the elections
have not been amended so as to fit
the changes made by the act of 1898,

the name °

there is some doubt as to the manner of
conducting elections in those townships
which have been divided into wards and
in which ward rep-esentatives were
formerly elected. Some persons are
under the impression that nominations
should be held in each ward as in the
past, though the cand'dates nom na ed
must be voted for by the whole electorate
of the muni ipality. We do not, howcver,
think that th: Legislature intended this,
but that the procedure shoud be the
same as the manner of conducting
elections formerly in those townships
which were not divided into wards.
See section 119 of the Municipal Act,
which provides for the holding of nomina-
tions in townships not divided into wards
at the town hall or at such p'ace therein
as may from time to time be fixed by by-
law. The Act of 1898 does not as s ime
persons think abolish wards. It simply
provides that in certain municipalities the
election shall be by general vote thereby
ignoring the division of certain munici-
palities into wards, so far as the election
of mayor, reeves and councillors in
those municipalities is con-erned. An-
other difficulty which the Act of
1898, has raised in the minds of some
people is in regard to the electivns of
school trustees. Itis thought by many
that the electien of trustees must in some
cases, at all events, be by general vote,
and this view is based upon the provisions
of section 58 of ths Public Schools Act,
sub-section 2, of which empowers any board
of trustees to require elections to be held
by ba'lot, and sub section 3 of which pro-
vides that in every case in which notice is
given as directed by the act, requiring the
election of public school trustees to be
held by ballot, such election shall there-
after be held at the same time and place
and by the same returning-officer and
conducted in the same manner as the
municipal nominations and elections of
aldermen or councillors are conducted.
We are of the opinion, however, that the
Legislature did not intend to make this
supposed change in the law in the case of
trustees. It was dealing with the election
of certain municipal officers and not with
the election of school trustees, and, there-
fore, the provisions of the act of 1898,
ought net to be read into the School Act
50 as tomaketheelectionsof school trustees
by general vote of the whole municipality.

The County Council of Leeds and
Grenville will petition the Legislature
praying that more express provision be
made for regulating in rural distri ts the
use by wheelmen of pathways or sidepaths
used or set apart for pedestrains, such
provision as will permit persons using
bicycles to travel thereon without lct or
hinderance (say outside of a half a mile
from the limits of any incorporated
municipality) p-ovided that on meeting or
passing a pedestrain on any such pathway
or sidepath the wheelman be in every
case obliged to dismount and allow su h
pedestrain undisturbed right of way.

The Public School.

By W. Atkin, Esq., Inspector of Public Schools,
Couaty of Elgin,

Nl
REVENUES OF SCHOOL SECTIONS,

Since 1841 it bas been an accepted
principle in the Province of Ontario, that
all its properiy is taxable for the public
scheol education of its people.

The unit of taxation for s hool purposes
is the scheol section, although there are
other sources of revenue for public school
moneys than the direct tax on the section
property, a-ked for by the 'ection trustees.

The township council is required to
raise, by uniform rate on the whole town-
ship, a sum sufficient to pay to each school
section the sum of $150, and an addi-
tional sum of $roo for each assistant
teacher in the school.

The Legi-lature annually vo'es a grant,
out of the provincial rev nues, for public
schools.  This grant is apportioned among
the municipalities according to their popu-
lation.  Each municipal grant is then
apportioned to the schools of the town-
ship in proportion to their average attend-
ance for the preceding year.

The Government also makes grants to
public schools doing advanced work.
Continuation c'ass schools in class A
receive $1oo, in class B $50, and in class
C $25, and schools doing puble school
leaving work receive the sum of $5 for
each succes-ful candida‘e at th: eximina-
tion.

All sums, in excess of the sums already
mentioned, necessary for the maintenance
of a public school must be obtained by
the trustees, through the township council,
by dircct 1ax on the rateable property of
the school section.

The Simcoe County Ciu-cil devoted
considerable attention to the House of
Indu-try at their closi g ses-ion. The
building farm, etc. has cost about $37,000.
It is s'tuated at Beeton. The officials
will consist of an Inspector, Keeper,
Mairon and Physician and a Committee
of three m. mbers of the Council to super-
vise the management ; to examine into the
state of all ma ters per aining to the sup-
port and employment of the inmates;
audit all accounts quarterty and prepare
for the June session each year an estimate
of the amount required for the ensuing
year ; the committee shall have power to
discharge any inmate considered an im-
proper person to be kept at the county’s
expense ; and may also admit any person
if they deem it expedient, (b) they shall
keep a gencral supzivision over th: insti-
tution, (v) keep a full account of al ex-
penditure, (d) purchase supplies by tendcr
or otherwise, (¢) investigite a'l charges
against any official of th: House and have
the pow.r to suspend on sufficiint evi-
dence. The committee must - meet
quarterly for the passing of accounts
between the 1st and sth days of January
April, July and October.
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QUESTION DRAWER.

Subscribers are entitled to answers to all ques-
téons submitted, if they pertain to Municipal
matiers. It is particularly requested that all
facts and circumstanoes of each case submitted for
an opinion showld be stated as clearly and ex-
plicitly as possible. Unless this request is com-
plied with i is impossible to give adequate advice.

Questions to insure insertion in the following
issue of paper should be received at office of pudli-
cation on or before the 20th of the month.

€ommunications requiring immediate
attention will be answered free by
post, on receipt of a stamped address-
ed envelope. All questions answered
will be published, unless B1 is enclosed
with request for private reply.

Government Road Trespass.

424.—B.—1. The government officials open-
ed a road through our township 20 gsars ago.
This road trespassed on private lands, in one
place crossing a gore lot of 40 or 50 acres where
the proper road-bed was lost on account of the
lake, and the lake shore being so rough. The
road was taken in a distance from the shore on
& bluff, it being bluff and rough land between
shore and road-bed. The owner of this land on
which the road trespassed sued our council for
damages this year and received $100 and costs,
his plea being that the road was not reserved in
his deed, that he owned the road and deserved
payment. Our defence being. that the road
was a benefit to him instead of a loss and we
produced witnesses who swore the farm was of
as much value with the road where it was as it
would be if built on lake shore. The prop-
rietor swore that the road was $200 damage to
his farm, and one witness swore the damage to
be $175. The judge’s decision was §100 for
damage and not for price of road-bed. Do we
now own the road-bed or does the proprietor of
the farm still own it ?

2. And can we demand a road four rods in
width or only the width of a wagon road as it
now exists ? I also wish to state that statute
labor has been performed on this road and the

roprietor of farm has performed his statute
{)a.bor thers.

3. There are other tresspass roads on gore lots
in this township and owners are asking for pay-
ment. If we offer what we consider right or
offer to settle by arbitration amd they refuse
our offer and also refuse to settle by arbitration,
what course should we follow next, supposing
the council consider their price unreasonable,
those roads also having been built with govern-
ment monies ?

4. Supposing a witness is subpenaed on a
case by both plaintiff and defendant does he
receive payment in full from both parties or
does the side losing the case pay him the same
fee according as other witnesses subpeenaed by
only defendant ? 25

1. Without the pleadings and a copy of
the judges decision, we cannot express an
opinion upon this. We do not, however,
see how the judge in an o dinary action,
could make any ord r by which the road
itself would be vested in the municipality.
You do not show how the damages were
made up. We thirk you to'd th: wrong
cause, unl:ss you were advised that it
could be shown that the road was a high-
way o iginally or had become so by us- of
dedication. You should have pis d a
by-'aw exproj riatir g the land for a road,
and the own.r would th n have to submit
to an arbit ation to det: rmine the valus of
the land and that would have been the
end of it.

2. We cannet understand this question
under the circumstances. If there had
been sufficient usage to make the road a
highway, how was it the judge found
damage against the municipality? The
rule is that where a r. ad is claimed and
shown to be a highway by user and the
performance of statute lab-r up n it, only
so much as h s been actually used as
such can be held by the municipality.

3. Unless you are satisfied that you can
prove that these roads have become high-
ways by use or dedication, your course is
to pass a by-'aw under the provisions of
section 632, cap. 233, R S.0,, 1897.

4. The witness is only entitled to pay-
ment once and if both parties have paid
any part cular witness he should return
all but his proper conduct money for the
distanc. travell d by him and for his time.

Distreas for Taxes.

425.—G. M. B —A having a rented farm, B
hires the use of a barn of A. B stores in said
barn feed from his own place and implements.

1. Can collector seize said articles for taxes?

2. Could he seize stock that was pasturing
on A’s place (hired)?

Before answering the above questions
we would like to know who ought to pay
the taxes? There is nothing to show
whether the taxes are taxes which A or B
cr somebedy els2 ought to pay. Are the
taxes payable in respect of the rented
farm, or are the taxes upon personal pro-
pe:ty, or partly upon the farm and partly
upon personal property ? and, if so, how
mu hineach? If Ais the person who
ought to pay, was he actually assessed for
the premises—that is, the farm—and does

-his name appear upon the assessment roll

for the ycar as liable therefor? Who is
the owner, and is he assessed also? Who
his possession of the property men-
tioned ?

Sub section 1, of section 135 of the
Assessment Act, provides that a lcvy may
be mad-, “r, upon the goods and chattles
wherever found, within the county in
which the local municipality lies, belong-
ing te or in the possession of the person
who is actually assessed for the premises,
and whose name appears upon the collectors
roll for the year as liab'e therefor, (and
who is hereinafter called the “person
ass-ss d)”, and as is further provided by
the same section, “and subject to tha
previsions of th: preceding clause,
numb red 4, where the owner or persin
assessed is not in prssession, the goods
and chattels on the premises not belong-
ing to the owner or person assessed shall
not be subject to seizure.”

Exemption from Distress for Tazes.

426.—W. T.—What household effects are
exempt from seizure for taxes by collector ?

1. The the bed, bedding and bedsteads
(including a cradle) in ordinary use by the
debtor and his family.

2. The necessary and ordinary wearing
apparel of the debtor and his family.

3. One foking stove with pipes and

furnishings, one other heating stove with
pipes, one crane and its apperidages, one
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pair of andirons, one set of cooking uten-
sils, one pair of tongs and shovel, one
coal scuttle, one lamp, one table, six
chairs, one washstand with furnishings,
six towels, one looking-glass, one hair
brush, one comb, one bureau, one clothes
press, one clock, one carpet, one cup-
board, one broom, twelve knives, twelve
forks, twelve plates, twelve tea cups, twelve
saucers, one sugar basin, one milk jug,

one teapot, twelve spoons, two pails, one .

wash tub, one scrubbing brush, one black-
ing brush, one wash-board, three smooth-
ing irons, all spinning wheels and weaving
looms in domestic use, one sewing
machine and attachments in domestic
use, thirty volumes of books, one axe, one
saw, one gun, six traps, and such fishing
nets and seines as are in common use, the
articles in, this sub-division enumerated
not exceeding in value the sum of $15o0.

4. All necessary fuel, meat, fish, flour
vegetables actually provided for family
use, not more than sufficient for the ordin-
ary consumption of the debtor and his
family for thirty days, and not exceeding
in value the sum of $40.

5. One cow, six sheep, four hogs and
twelve hens, in all not exceeding the
value of $75 and food therefor for thirty
days, and one dog.

6. Tools and implements or chattels
ordinarily used in the debtors occupation,
to the value of $100.

7. Bees reared and kept in hives, to
the extent of fifteen hives. R.S.0., 1897,
chap. 64, section 2.

Section 135, sub-section 4 (2) chap.
224, R. S. O.,, 1897, provides: “ The
goods and chattels exempt by law from
seizure under execution shall not be liable
to seizure by distress unless they are the
property of the person who is actually
assessed for the premises, and whose
name also appears upon the collector’s
roll for the year as liable therefor.”

You will observe that by reason of the
above provision of the Assessment Act,
the person who is actually assessed for the
premises and whose nmame also appears
upon the collector’s roll for the year as
liable therefor, is not entitled to claim
any exemption.

Cemetery Company and Burial of Paupers.

427.—P.H.B.—There is a misunderstanding
here as to a certain clause of the Cemetery Act
referring to the burial of paupers and the right
of the cemetery to furnish free lot and grave on
the certificate of mayor or clergyman. The
municipal council objected to a demand made
by the cemetery company and now the eompany
refuse to accept the burial of an indigent unless
a fee of §3.50 is paid in advance. Our cemetery
company is not composed of men likely to be
over liberal, and it becomes a question, must
the municipality administer to their greed, or
are they bound by the Municipal Act to bury
without charge. Be kind enough to acquaint
me with the custom and law in the case,

You do not state what clause of the
act you refer to, nor do you give any
particulars in regard to the subject in
question. In cases within section 13 of
chapter 213, R. S. O, 1897, the
cemetery company must furnish graves
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free of charge. That section is as
follows : “The company shall furnish
graves for strangers, and for the poor of
all denominations, free of charge on the
certificate, in the latter case of a minister
or clergyman of the denomination to
which the deceased belonged, that the
relatives of the deceased are poor and can-
not afford to purchase a lot in the
cemetery.” This section provides for all
classes, first, strangers ; second, poor of
all denominations. The mayor cannot
give a certificate under this section, nor
is there anything in this section giving any
authority whatever to the council over the
cemetery company. If you will furnish
us with fuller information, we] shall be
glad to give you our opinion in the
matter,

Qualification of County Counacillor.

428.—Towxsuip CLERK.—Is the qualifica-
tien of county councillor still 600, or has it
been reduced to $400 ? :

Section 77, R.S. O., 1897, provides,
“Every member of a county council shall
possess the same qualification as the
reeve of atown is required to possess,
and shall also be a resident of the county
council division for which he is a county
councillor.” Section 76 (4), gives the
qualification in towns, freehold to $600,
or leasehold to $1,200.

Taxes on Warehouse on Government Land.

4929.—H. M.—Some years ago a warehouse
was erected on the government shore allowance
on Lake Huron. A merchant in the village
rented this building and paid the taxes. Three
years ago, having no further use for the build-
ing he gave it up, and it was assessed to the
owners who were non-residents. The owners
have mever paid the taxes and they are three
years in arrears. Is there any way by which
these taxes can be eollected seeing that the
building is on government property ?

2. Can the collector or the treasurer gell the
building for the taxes ?

1. No.

2. No.

Eleotion in Neebing.

430.—W. M. B.—Re amended Municipal
Act,

1. Do the recent amendments affect Thunder
Bay ?

2. The municipal council of Neebing is com-

osed of representatives from the townships of
%eebing, Parpoonge, Bla%e, Crooks and Pardut,
one councillor from each township elected by
the vote of the particular township. How does
the amended Municipal Act effect the manner
of electing these councilors ?

We do not think that the recent amend-
ments of the Municipal Act affect the
manner of electing councillors in the
above township, and therefore that you
ought to elect a councillor from each
township as in the past.

Oollsction of Taxes,

431.— SusscriBER.— We have a lot of land
which was sold some years age for taxes. The
next year after sale it was assessed to the
company that originally owned the land, and
the land was redeemed within the year, and a
part of that year’s taxes paid by the company
and a balance due. The company has sold the
land to another party. As the party who
bought the lot from the comg:ny, and now
occupies it, refuses to pay the balance of taxes

mentioned, what steps must be taken to recover
the same ?

The party who occupies and owns the lot paid
the taxes the first year he held the lot (that
was last year) but refused last year to pay the
balance mentioned, and also refuses to pay the
said balance this year, as he claims that the
company should make it good to him. We
would like to know how we are to collect such
tax.

When taxes cannot be made by the
collector, they should then be returned
to the county treasurer and collected by
him, by sale of a sufficient part of the
land. We refer you to section 152 and
following sections of the Assessment Act,
chapter 224, R. S. O, 1897. If these
provisions have been observed, you will
have no difficulty, because if the taxes be
not paid the land or a sufficient part of it
may be sold to satisfy them. You do not
give us any information whatever, as to
how the taxes have been dealt with, all
you say is that part of the taxes for a
certain year have not been paid. If the
officers of the township have neglected
their duties and if no returns of these
taxes were made, we do not think you
can collect them.

Farm Drain Outlet on Street.

432.—W. W.—A has drained his farm and
made the outlet on the public street. which is
likely to cause damage by the washing away of
the road. Can A be compelled to continue said
drain to a natural outlet ? Or is the munici-
pality obliged to do so ?

A has no right to collect surface water
by means of artificial drains and discharge
it on the highway. The council may
direct the pathmaster, or some other
person to dam up the mouth of the drain
where it discharges on the highway, where
there is a natural watercourse, that is a
watercourse where the water flows within
defined banks, the owners of land along
such watercourse have the right to have
the water flow along the watercourse, but
we do not understand this to be 2. case of
that kind. A cannot be compelled to
continue the drain to a proper outlet,
nor is the council obliged to do so. It is
bound to keep the road in a reasonably
good state of repair, and if the water
causes the road to get out of repair the
council would have to put the road in re-
pair, as it would be no answer to say that
it_was A’s wrongful act which was the
cause of the road being out of repair. The
Ditches and Water Courses Act was in-
tended to enable parties to obtain the
right of drainage of surface water over
neighboring lands.

Statute Labor ; Who to Perform.

433.—W. F.—A and B are assessed for $300,
(real estate). A astenant and B as owner. A
pays statute labor or poll-tax.

1. B having no other property and a resident
of the municipality, is he liable for one day’s
statute labor ?

2. If so, and he refuses to pay or work same,
what are the proper steps for pathmaster to
take to collect it ?

Section 100 of the Assessment Act,
R.S.0., 1897, cap. 224, imposes personal
statute labor upon every male inhabitant
of a township who is not otherwise assess-

191

ed, and who is not exempt by law from
performing statute labor. B is assessed
and, therefore, he is not liable to perform
personal statute labor.

Cemetery Company Burying Paupers.

434.—P. B.— 1. It appears that the
Cemetery Company+here objects to digging the
grave and burying the body of an indigent
without payment from the municipality in
advance. In this case what is the meaning of
the clause you mention ? Does it cover digging
and filling in the grave ?

2. What, under the meaning of the act, is a
grave ?

3. And must company or municipality dig it?

4. Is the cemetery company justified in deny-
ing burial permit until the prise is paid down ?

5. In case they do 8o or have done so, what
would be the proceedings to force burial or get
the money back, if, as in this case, it were paid
under protest ?

1. The act does not define the word
but we do not think it includes digging
and filling in.

2. The land necessary for burial -
nothing more,

3. The company is not bound to dig
the grave.

4. In all cases where the company is
not bound to furnish graves free of charge
it is entitled to be paid in advance.

5. If the company refused to furnish a
grave free of charge, in any case, upon
the certificate required by the Act, and
money was paid under protest we think it
can be recovered back by action.

Liability for Town Dogs Killing Sheep.

435.—J. B.—When dogs from a town worry
and kill sheep in an adjoining township,
whether is the town or township responsible for
he damages ?

The town is certainly not liable. Sec-
tion 7 of cap. 271, R.S.0., 1897, declares:
“ The money collected and paid to the
clerk or treasurer of any municipality
under the preceding sections, shall consti-
tute a fund for satisfying such damages as
arise in any year from dogs killing or
injuring sheep or lambs in such munici-
pality, etc.” From this it will be seen
that any money collected in a municipality
cannot be used to satisfy damages done
by dogs in another municipality. The
township in which the damage was done
may or may not be liable according to
the circumstances. If you will send us a
copy of the by-law, if any, whether the
owner of the dogs is known or unknown,
date when damage done, date when com-
plaint was made by the owner of the
sheep and such other information as may
be necessary, we shall be glad to let you
have our opinion.

Retarns of Arrears of Taxes.

436. —SusscrinERr. —How are the provisions
of Sec. 149, Assessment Act to be carried out ? .
2. What form of entry should be made, or do
the taxes remain on the collector’s roll as un-

paid taxes against the property, or must 4t be
sent to the county treasurer ?

1. Nothing is required to be done under
this section. It is simply a declaration
that the taxes accrued on any land shall
be a special lien on such land, etc., and
shall not require registration to preserve it,
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2. It is necessary that proper returns of
arrears of - taxes be made to the county
treasurer. See section 152, and following
sections of the Assessment Act, under the
head, “Arrears of Taxes.” We have
frequently pointed out the necessity for
strict observance of the duties of
treasurers, clerks, and assessors under the
above sections. Section 149 was never
intended to enable these officers to ignore
their statutory duties in regard to arrears
of taxes

Forms for collectors returns may be
obtained at this office.

Farmer's 8ons Vote.

43%7.—Susscriner. —The questions may not
have been plain enough in No. 421 in the
November issue of the WorLD. The assessor
understoed the parties were away from the
farm more than six months, part of the time
teaching and part of the time student, and put
them on the roll as M. F., and the clerk put
them on part 3 of the voters’ list, which T think
was bis duty to do. There was an appeal
made to get them on part 1 as M. F. and they
were put on. I think by the Municipal Act,
Sec. 86, they must be working on the farm
with ther father or mother for six months out
of the twelve before the return of the roll, and
the oath of a farmer’s son in Sec. 115 appears to
be the same. I think that being a student, elc.,
has no reference to a farmers son’s vote for
municipal purposes. I think by Sec, 15 of
the Assessment Act and Schedule B of the
same act, and form 16 of the Election Act, that
students have a right to be put on part 3 of the
voters’ list, to vote at a legislative election,

What 1 wanted to know was, if a boy was °

not working on a farm with his father
or mother for at least six months out of twelve,
before the return of the assessment roll by the
AS\L’IOT,

L. Could he legally be placed on part one to
vote at a municipal election ?

2. If on, could he legally take the oath of a
farmer’s son ?

3. If he does would it be perjury

My son was teaching some years ago and the
assessor put him onas F. S. ~ He boarded at

home and worked on the farm every Saturday
and during vacations and the judge put him
off the list.

1. The act does not require that the
son shall have worked on the farm for the
time mentioned. It only requires residence.
We agree with you that for the purposes
of the Municipal Act occasional or
temporary absence is not confined to the
clauses named in the Election Act, but is
general in its application. If the boy did
not reside on the farm for the period
required the assessor ought not to have
put him on the assessment roll, bat hav-
ing done so, it is not the business of the
clerk to sit in appeal from the assessor,
and take evidence, but to make outa

voters’ list from the evidence which the

roll furnishes.

2. Being on the list does not help the
voter so far as the oath is concerned. If
he was not a resident on the farm for the
time required how can he take the oath ?

3. Yes, if wilfully and corruptly done.

Collection of Income Tax.

438.—J. D. S.—Tow had the municipality
best proceed to collect taxes levied o1 income
that have heen in arrears since 1894 and follow-
ing years inclusive of 1897 ? = If those for 1894
were sued for (alone) would it be Leld that
those of the following years had been aband-

oned ! T presume lands and houses occupied
by delinquents as tenants cannot be offered for
sale for arrears of taxes, provided the tax on
real estate has been paid by the owners. To
sue for all the years would involve bringing =
Superior Court action, whereas a single year’s
tax could be sued for in Division Court.

Section 142 of chapter 224, R.S. 0.
1897, provides, “If taxes payable by any
person connot be recovered in any special
manner provided by this act, they may be
recovered with interest and costs as a
debt due to the local municipality, etc.”
Section 79, of the Division Court Act,
chapter 6o, R. S. O., 1897, provides, “A
cause of action shall not be divided into
two or more actions for the purpose of
bringing the same within the jurisdiction
of a division court etc.” We do not
think that the several years taxes are so
connected as to form one cause of action
within the meaning of the above section.
They appear to be distinct debts which
may be sued separately in the division
court. If you sue for the taxes for the
first year in which there were arrears and
you obtain judgment, the judgment will
be no bar to your right to sue for each of
the other years in the same way.

A Drainage Case.

439.—R. H.—I fail to find a case parallel to
mine in Ditches and Drainage Act, or in the
many questions asked and anawered through
your valuable paper.

I own a piece of land, through which there is
a watercourse which drains a large tract of land
surrounding. After it leaves my property it
crossed & roadway 66 feet with drain-box or
culvert. It then runs through adjoining
property which has been used for pasturage but
1s now being ploughed up. C(an the owner or
tenant plow across that ditch, thus backing up
the water into my celler and upon my property?
So far for 4 years I have kept the ditch open.

2. What recourse have I as I do not see any-
thing directly bearing on the case in the
Statates ? The waterway is an established one
and has drained the surrounding property since
water ran and snows melted.

Many persons have erronous ideas as to
what constitutes a watercourse. In the
case of Queer vs. Stroud, 19 O. R. 10,
Mr. Justice Street defined a watercourse
as follows: “A watercourse entitled to the
protection of the law is constituted if
there is a sufficient natural and accustom-
ed flow of water to formand maintain a
distinct and defined channel. Itis not
essential that the supply of water should
be continuous on from perennial living
source. It is enough if the flow arises
periodically from natural causes and
reaches a plainly defined channel of a
permanent character.” Now though you
use the word, * Watercourse,” it does not
appear to be such a watercourse which
gives you any right of flowage over your
neighbors land, within the definition of a
watercourse, according to the foregoing
authority, nor does it appear that you
have acquired a right of drainage by
prescription across your neighbors land,
The law requires a user for twenty years
at least before a man can acquire an
easement over another man’s property. If
an own®r of land cannot show a water-
course or a right by prescription, that is a
twenty years user, his only remedy is
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under the Ditches and Watercourse Act.
This act was passed to enable adjoining
land owners to drain low lands, each one
bearing his share of the cost of the drain
required according to benefit.

Counoillor and Contractor.

440. — G. R. B. — What pozition does a
councillor place himself in who, when com-
missioned to have certain work done, performs
the same himself, and ha« the order drawn on
the treasurer in favor of himself ?

A member of a council may act as a
commissioner and receive payment for his
services as such. See section 537, cap.
224, R.S.0,, 1897. The councillor in
this case has done more than this. He
cannot receive anything from the munici-
pality for the work. See section 83 of
the same act which provides: “In case
a member of a council of any municipality,
either in his own name or in the name of
another, enters into a contract of any
kind, or makes a purchase or sale in
which the municipality is a party inter-
ested, the contract, purchase or sale shall
be held void in any action against the
municipality.” Section 80 of the same
act disqualifies a person from being a
candidate for councillor who is interested
in a contract with the corporation.

Where to Perform Btatute Labor

441.—L. N. P.— 1. Has a ratepayer who
owns property in several road divisions the
right to perform his statute labor in these
divisions ?

2. Can he be compelled to perform all the
labor in the division in which he lives, there
being no tenants on the outlying properties.
The property is all in one munieipality ?

The latter part of sub-section (z) of
section 109, of the Assessment Act,
provides, “but every resident shall have
the right to perform his whole statute
labor in the statute labor division in which
his residence is situate, unless otherwise
ordered by the municipal council.” The
council has power to determine where a
ratepayer shall perform his statute labor,
and may pass a by-law for that purpose.
See section 561 of the Municipal Act. If
the council do not pass any by-law then
we think that the ratepayer may do the
work rated against each lot or piece of
property in the division in which it is
situated, but he has the privilege of doing
the whole in the division in which he
resides.

2. Yes, the council may so order., It
should be by by-law and the by-law should
be made so as to operate alike upon all
ratepayers ‘having property in different
divisions.

Nominations in Writing.— Nominating Officer or Town-
ship Clerk.

442.—D.— 1. Is it compulsory that all
nominations be made in writing signed by the
mover and seconder ?

2. If so, are there any legal forms for that
purpose, and at about what price per hundred ?

3. Can a nominating officer for county coun-
cillor be a candidate for any offlce in the town-
ship council 7.

1. Section 128 (1) chap. 223, R.S.0,
1897, provides : ‘At such meetings the
person or persons to fill such office shall
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be proposed and seconded seriatum, and
every such nomination shall be in writing,
shall state the full name, place of residence
and occupation of the candidate, and
shall be signed by his proposer and
seconder.” Section 8 (2) of the Interpre-
tation Act, cap 1, R.S.0., 1897, declares:
“The word ‘shall’ shall be construed as
imperative, and the word ‘may’ as per-
missive.” Looking at these provisions
and the English case of Cox vs Dairs,
cited in the November number of Tue
WorLDp, we think that all nominations
must be in writing, and signed by the
mover and seconder and must set forth
the full name, place of residence and
occupation of the candidate.

2. Yes, price $1 per hundred at this
office.

3. The mere fact that a person is
appointed “Nominating officer” will not
disqualify him, because he is not mention-
ed in the list of officers whoare disquali-
fied under section 8oz, the Municipal Act.

Nomination Day 26th December.

443.—8. C. W.—This year Christmas comes
on Sumday, and in case Monday, December
26th, should be held as Christmas holiday will
it be legal to hold nominations on that day ?

Monday will not be Christmas day this
year. It is the 26th dayof December,
not the 25th. In some places Saturday
may be observed, and in others Monday
owing to the fact that Christmas falls on
Sunday this year. The nominations are
to be held on the last Monday of Decem-
ber unless that day happens to be Christ-
mas day, not the day observed as Christ-
mas day, but Christmas day. The nomin-
ations this year to be legal must therefore
be held on Monday the 26th December.

Fort William Eleotion—Tax Sale Deeds.

444.—E. S. R.—1. Some doubts are express-
ed here that the provisions of 61 Vict. chap. 23
sec. 2, does not apply to our town in the muni-
cipal elections of 1899 ; that 55 Vict. chap. 70,
secs. 3, 4 and 8 conflict with the aforesaid pro-
vigions so as to nullify. To aid you, the point
of difficulty with us is, how is it possible to
elect six councillors by a general vote so that
two will reside in each of the four wards? We
cannot understand how 61 Vict. chap. 23 can
be made to apply. Please note sub.-sec. 4 of
chap. 23, 61 Vict. Our population is less than
5,000.

"2. Where a municipality buys in lands at a
tax sale as provided by seo. 184 of the Assess-
ment Act. and such lands are not redeemed,and
the municipality sells said lands at public aue-
tion to the highest bidder, what form of con-
veyance isto be nsed—an ordinary deed or a tax
sale deed ? In such cases is it necessary tocon-
vey by tax sale deed to the trustee who bought
in the lands for the municipality.

The town of Fort William is subject to
7t a (1) and (4) chap. 25, 61 Vict. The
population is under 5,000, and sec. 71a
(1) expressly provides that the council of
every town having a population of not
more than 5,000 by the last Canadian cen-
sus shall consist of a mayor, who shall be
the head thereof, and of six councillors to
be elected by a general vote. Sec. 3, of
cap. 70, 55 Vic. being the Act incorpo-
rating the town of Fort William divides
the town into four wards, and sec. 8 pro-

vides that the Council shall consist of a
mayor and eight councillors, two council-
lors for each ward, who shall be residents
of the ward, etc. Sub-sec. (4) of sec. 71a
states expressly that this seciion, that is
the whole of section 2, 61 Vie. cap. 23,
shall apply to towns and cities above men-
tioned (that is the cities and towns men-
tioned in sub-sec. (1,) (2) and (3.) Not-
withstanding anything contained 10 any
Act of incorporation or other Act sec. 4 of
the Act of incorporation says, “except as
otherwise provided by this Act, the provi-
sions of the Municipal Act and of any Act
amending the same with regard to matters
consequent upon the formation of new
corporations shall apply to the said town
of Fort William, etc.” Notwithstanding
the exception made by this sec. (4.) sub-
sec. (4) of yia, brings the town of Fort
William within the provision made by 71a
(1) and therefore that for the next year the
counci! ot the town must be cut down to
a mayor and six councillors, to be elccted
by general vote, without any regard what-
ever to the division of the town into waids.

As to question 2, the Council of the
local municipality under sec. 184 (3) may
under the circumstances therein mention-
ed be a purchaser, and in that case the
treasurer should make a deed in form
proved by schedule 1, and when the mu-
nicipality subsequently sclls the lands it
should make a deed in the ordinary form
without covenants.

School Trustees—Qualification.

445.—Exquirer.—Sec. 80 of the Municipal
Act, R. 8. 0., 1897, among others, disqualified
to become a member of a municipal council,
viz., no High School Trustee.

Please give your opinion if a member of a
union board of education, elected at an annual
meeting of the public school electors of the
union between an incorporated village and a

ortion of the adjoining township (the same
gounda.ries eonstituting the High School Dis-
trict for the County) and being a union of the
high and public schools, would be a disqualifica-
tion of the person who was elected a public
school trustee forming a umion with a high
school. He has all the powers and responsibil-
ities as if appointed by the county and loeal
municipal council a high school trustee, yet he
is elected as public school trustee, whilst the
disqualification reads ““no High school trustee”
shall be elected, ete.

We do net think that be is disqualified.
Section 8o does not wention a public
school trustee. It says hat #o Aigh school
trustee shall be qualified to be a me mber
of the council of any municipal corpora-
tion. It may be said that a member of a
union board is within the spirit of the act
and that there is the same objection to
bis sitting in the council as there is in the
case of a high school trustee, but he is
not literally within the act and, therefore,
is not disqualified. :

Township Bidewalk in Town Limits Removed.

446.—J. A. M.—1. Piece of sidewalk built
by township council extending from town cor-
poration out on leading highway. New town
corporation has extended as far west as said
road. Walk got out of repair. Town council
lifted walk and took it away without the know-
ledge of the township council. The walk be-

ing in town corporation side, were they justi-
fied in doing so?

2. Whore is the line between the two corpor-
ations? Or are both corporations responsible
for the piece of road, or does it belong to the
township ?

3. A has a large pond close to roadway.
Some twelve years ago, A being pathmaster,
cut ditch along highway to let portion of top
water off the pond. Now A has deepened this
ditch and carried the outlet back on his own
place, where it flows on B. Is council respon-
sible in any way to B for damage done by A
letting his water on to B?

1. Neo.

2. The road itself forms the boundary
line betwcen the town and the township.
The two municipalities have joint juris-
diction over it. Sce section 622, of the
Municipal Act.

3. Assuming that no damage would
have been occasioned to B by resson of
what the pathmaster did, we do not

think that the township is responsible to
B for A’s act.

Damages—Trespass Roads—Arbitration.

447.—B.—1. There are a number of trespass
roads in our township opened prineipally by
government grants, Those roads in some cages
were forced to cross private lands from the faet
that they were gore lots, and the roadbeds were
under the water of a lake. Suppose owners of
these gore lots sue for damage, how had we bet.
ter settle, the road not being reserved in their
deed ?

2. If we offer what we think the proper price
and they refuse said offer, and we offer to settle
by arbitration, and they refuse to settle by
either way, what course should we follow ?

3. Can we sue for an arbitrary settlement, ?

4. le there any road allowance reserved on
the lake shore of small inland lakes and rivers,

or is said allowance only reserved on the shore
of navigable waters?

5. If a case was carried through, and the
judge gave the owner of land $100 and costs s
damage, would the township then own the tres.
pass rcad ! - The judge in this case did not state
whether the $100 was in payment of road al-
lowance or not.

6. Can the owner of land trespassed on sue
for and eollect damage without selling the road?

7. Would you advise the council to offer pay-
ment to owners of each road ‘to avoid being
sued for damage?

1. Ycu should pursve the course pro-
vided by seciion 632 of the Municipal
Act.

2. The council cannot insist upon arbi-
tration because these are not cases within
section 437 of the Municipal Act. The
lands are not taken by the cerporation in
the exercise of its powers. If it is necess-
ary in the public interest that these roads
should be established, the council must
pass a bylaw under the formalities re-
quired by s:ction 632, and then owners of
the land must submit to arbitration if they
and the council cannot agree as to the
compensation to be made.

3. No.

4. You must search in the crown lands
office to find out what roads have peen
reserved and where,

5. Without the pleadings in the action
and the judgment, we cannot say what
cffect or result the litigaticn has bad, but
it is difficult to see how the judge cou'd
direct that the corporation should pay a
certain sum and upon payment of sum be
declared the owners of the road. The

e
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owner of the land would be entitled te
such damages as he had actually sustained
and an injunction restraining the corpor-
ation from interfering with the road. -

6. Yes.

7. We advise the council to take the
course provided by section 632.

No Compensation for Government Road.

448.—I. A.—Our council wished me to write
asking your opinion regarding compensation for
a rou% which is as follows: The road in ques-
tion is a government road made about forty
years ago or &0, running through a certain lot
18, con, 8, and the owner of this lot 18 con. 8,
aske our council to give him all the concession
line between the lot 18 con. 8 and lot 18 con. 7,
in lieu of said government road, and the owner
of lot 18 con. 7 sold some years ago to the coun-
cil a road bed across his lot, the council agree-
ing to fence same, and now he, the owner of lot
18 con. 7 offers to take half of the said conces-
sion line and build fence on road. Would the
couneil be justified in giving the owner of lot
18 con. 8 the concession line in question? Ishe
entitled to any compensation or not for said
government road. Our council think not but
at the same time want to deal fairly with all
parties eoncerned, and would like your advice
in the matter. Any light you can throw on the
subjeet will be thankfully received.

We do not think the council would be
justified in giving the owner of lot 18,
con. 8, the concession line in question.
Nor do we think him entitled to compen-
sation for the government road.

Assessors’ Equalization Union School Beetion Disagree-
ment,

449. —AvxoraEr CLERK.—In the November
number of Tue Mu~NicipaL WorLD, 418, Clerk,
When Assessors Meet, stc. In looking up the
matter in the statutes Iread: R. S. O. 1897,
chap. 202, sec. 51, states the duties of the as-
sessors sub.-sec. 2 and following sub.-secs. make
provisionsin a case of a disagreement. 1In read-
ing the sections, it would seem that in every
clause they are called assessors or assessors and
arbitrators, the assessors are not styled arhbi-
trators ex officio. Are two men disagreeing in a
matter qualified to arbitrate on their own cause,

R. 8. O. 1897, chap. 223 sec. 320, salaries,
etc. In case the remuneration of any of the
officers of the municipality has not been settled
by Act of the Legislature, the council shall
settle the same ; and the Council shall provide

Jor the payment  f all municipal officers, whether
the remuneration is seltled by statute or by by-law
of the Council. Sec. 321, All officers appoint-
ed by the Council shall hold office until remov-
ed by the Council, and skall in addition to the
duties assigned to them in this Act, perform all
other duties required of them by any other statute,
or by the by laws of the Council. :

In view ot the foregoing assessors being muni-
cipal officers, also the source from whence comes
their remuneration, does it not appear that the
Council should pay the costof the equalization?
That is, each council pay its own appointee. g

Councils appoint assessors and fix their
salaries in compliance with section 320
and section 321, which provides that in
addition to the duties assigned to them
in the municipal act they shall perform all
other duties required of them by any other
statute or by the by-laws of the Council.
One of their dutits as assessors is to
equalize union school assessment once in
every three years, and unless it can be
found somewhere that the legislature has
provided some extra renumecration for
them, over and above the salary fixed by
the Council, they are not entitled to any-
thing extra for their services under section

5t of the Public Schools Act. As we
have already stated we understand that
the Minister of Education regards asses-
sors as arbitrators in discharging the duty
of equalizing union school sections and
assuming this to be the meaning of the
act, we are of the opinion that the asses-
sors and the persons appointed by the
inspector in case of disagreement are to
be paid by the school-trustees of the section
under the authority of sections 84 and 85
of the Public Scheo's Act. The three
arbitrators are to be paid by the same body
and whatever force there is in your argu-
ment it does not apply to the third arbi-
trator.

Assess Telephone Poles.—Not on Town Line.

450.—SunscrIBER. - Kindly let me know if
telephone poles can be assessed where line runs
through a township along the concession line,
also there is electric light placed through the
township for the purpos: of conveying street
and shop light from one village to another, Can
township assess poles and wire, there being two
electric light wires, two telephone wires and
one lighting wire ? Poles were placed on con-
cession line by consent of township council
without any remuneration whatever, and none
being asked for, and light being used by town-
ship or townships. The whole affair is owned
by one private individual. Line running on
town line between two municipalities. Which
has a right to assess, if any?

As to the poles, etc., within the munici-
pality, these can be assessed, but there
appears to be this difficulty, that the
whole road between two municipalities
forms the boundary lines and, therefore,
the poles aleng that line cannot be said
to be property within either municipality.
We do not see how you can assess these.

Non-Resident Lands—Effect of Negleot to Make Proper
Returns of Taxes in Arrears.

451.—L. P.—If the terms of sections 152,
153, 154, 155, 156 and 157 of the Assessment
Act are not complied with for several years by
the county treasurer and the officers of the
several municipalities in the county, whose
duty is it to earry out the terms of the above
mentioned seciions, and after the lapse of sev-
eral years the township treasurers make returns
of the arrears of taxes for their respective muni-
cipalities for the current year as directed by
section 157 of the Assessment Act, and also for
the preceeding years during which no returns
had been made? The county treasurer at the
beginning of the next year, figures up the
avrears on the different lots with 10 per cent.
compound interest added thereto, and furnishes
the clerke of the different municipalities with
the list of lands liable to be sold for taxes in
compliance with the terms of section 152 of the
Assessment Act. The township officials also
for the same year fulfil the requirements of
section 153, 154, 155, 156, 157 anc{ 158, and the
county treasurer then proceeds to advertise
and sell the unoccupied lands in arrears for
more than three years, as direcied by section
173 of the Assessment Act. Now in view of
the fact: that the :equirements of the Assess-
ment Act have been wholly neglected for a
period of more than three years, that the
county treasurer’s books have not been balanced
up each year, as directed by section 169 of the
Assessment Act, can the treasurer legally sell
the lands, and would a tax deed given by him
be of any value ?

2. Is it the duty of the treasurer of the
county when lands are in arrears for three years
and the township collector has been nnable to
collect the arrears, as directed in sub-section 3,
section 155 of the Assessment Act, unless

. otherwise directed by by-law of the county, to

proceed to advertise and sell the lands without
being so instructed by the township Council in
which the lands are situated ?

3. When the owner of non resident land is
known, is it the duty of the township clerk or
collector to send him a statement of the amount
of taxes against his lands each year and if such
statement be not sent, what effect would it
have upon the sale of the said lands?

4. 1f impossible to sell these lands under the
conditions described in the foregoing questions
will the municipalities have to loose the arrears
of taxes, or can Yyou suggest any way of recov-
ering them ?

1. A substantial compliance with these
sections is imperitive in order that a valid
sale of the land may be had under the
act. We think that, if by the returns
made to the treasurer of the county under
section 157, he finds that the lands are in
arrear, so as to be liable for sale, he should
transmit the statement to the treasurer of
the municipality, under section 152, and
if, upon compliance with the provisions of
that act and the subsequent sections, the
taxes shall again be returned to him in
arrear, a valid sale could be made provided
that no interests have intervened by which
any person would suffer or be put to loss
by reason of the neglect of the officers of
the municipality. :

We do not think that the treasurer can,
at this date, add ten per cent. upon the
old arrears of taxes ; if the ten per cent.
has not been added from year to year in
the books of the treasurer it is lost. We
would also call your attention to the fact
that the provisions of section 132, respect-
ing non-resident lands, have been held to
be imperative, and that unless the roll has
been made out in the manner provided
by that section a valid sale cannot be
made under it.

2. The treasurer cannot proceed with-
out the warrant required by section 1% 3
Upon receiving that warrant, it then
becomes his duty to proceed.

3. No, except as required by section
153. If the notice, required by section
153, is not given the sale could be set
aside.

4. If it should be found imposslble to
make the money out of the lands, or under
section 142, which makes the taxes pay-
able by any person, that cannot be recov-
ered in any special manner provided by
the Act, a debt, it could probably be made
out of the officers, who had neglected their
duties, if they are worth it.

Constables to Enforce By-Lawe and Liquor License Act

452.—J. R.—Can a township council legally
pass a by-law for the appointment of two men
who are constables to see after and prosecute all
persons who violate the by-laws of the township
or the Liquor Lieense Act, and pay them
for o doing out of the township funds? If the
answer is “* yes,” give reference.

Yes. See Sections 537 and 324 of the
Municipal Act.

By General Vote.

453.—R. C.—1. Will you kindly let me
know your rendering of the meaning of the Mu-
nicipal Act as given on page 2410 R. S. 0. sec.
158, and Municipal Amendment Act of 1898,
page 54 8, sec. 7la (general vote ?)

2. Suppose Mr. A, has property in each ward
in a town, can he legally vote for six candidates
in each ward?

o
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3. Ts it the intention of the Act of 1898 to
abolish wards and polling sub-divisions, and
have but one polling place in towns under 5,000
inhabitants ?

4. We have here about 500 voters in -all.
Does the Act mean we are expected to have but
one polling place for all the work, and each
voter to vote for a candidate but once?

1. Sec. 158 does not apply to a town of
not more than 5,000 inhabitants since the
Municipal Amendment Act of 18g8.

2. No. He can vote for mayor, and
give six votes in all for councillors.

3. The Act does not profess to abolish
wards, but that is the effect of it so far as
the election of the members of the coun-
cil are cencerned

4. The town should be divided into
polling sub divisions, if not alieady so di-
vided. Sce sec. 535, sub-sec. (2) and sec.
536 of the Municipal Act. The division
can only be made within the time limited
by this section. To prevent a person
from voting more than once you will have
te swear him, using the same form of oath
as in the case of municipalities not divid-
ed into wards.

Accident Drover's Horse.—Damages.

454.—J. R. W.—We have just received
notice of a horse getting his leg broken and a
claim for damages. A drover was driving a
bunch of 16 cattle and was either riding in
buggy or letting horse follow behind, and in

oing over a small culvert the horse either
%roke through at the side of the culvert or
there was a hole there and he broke his front
leg. Parties had crossed the culvert that day
and saw no hole. Are we liable for price of
horse, or should we have been notified of condi-
tion of culvert ? The timbers are sound, but it
must have been undermined at side. I think
we are liable. Please give your opinion.

Unless it can be proved that the culvert
was out of repair at the time of the acci-
dent and that the corporation had knowl-
edge of the fact, or that it had been out
of repair for sucha length of time before
the accident that the corporation was
negligently ignorant of the defect or want
of repair, we do not think that the corpor-
ation is liable. If the facts are as you
state them there is no liability and we
would advise the corporation to resist the

claim.
No Bonus By-law. °

455.-—J. H. M.—As we have parties here
who contemplate the building of a factory bere,
provided that we can submit a by-law to the
ratepayers making them a grant of $150 per
annum for ten years, (and same is carried), I
would like to know if we can legally submit
this by-law to the electors to be voted upen at
our municipal elections in January pext, and if
carried would the conncil be compelled to grant
this by-law, making the company the annual
grant of the §150 for ten years? .

I cannot find any authority for preparing
this and would like if you would please give
me any information you are able to in the mat-
ter. Please cite the clauses of the Act govern-
ing this.

We do not think that yon have the
right to pass such a by-law at all, 'Mum-
cipalities at one time had the right to
grant bonuses to assist manufacturers, but

that power has been taken away.

QOlerk’s Fees az D, R. 0,

458.—CouxciLLor.—Are municipal town-
ship clerks entitled to fees (similar to a provin-

cial election) in the case of having to act as D.
R. O. at a municipal election ?

Section 206, Cap. 223, R. S. 0,, 1897,
provides : “Subject to the provisions of
the last preceding section the reasonable
expenses incurted by the county clerk, the
clerk of the local municipality, and the
other cfficers and clerks for printing, pro-
viding ballot-boxes, bailot-papers, material
for marking ballot-papers, balloting com-
partments, transmission of the packets
required by this act to be transmitted, and
all reasonable fees and aillowances, for
services rendered under this act, shall be
paid to the county clerk or the cletk of
the local municipality by the treasurer of
the county, or local municipality (as the
case may be,) and shall be distributed by
kim to the several persons entitied theveto.
The remuneration for the services of the
clerk in holding elections unless fixed, or
included in the yearly salary of the clerk,
is a matter of account between the treas-
urer of the municipality and the cleik.
The treasurer is required to pay to the
clerk the reasonable expenses incurred
and allowances for services rendered,

Townships Not Liable for Magistrates Fees.

457.—E. B. W.—If a magistrate in a cor-
poration isswes a warrant for a person in the
township and commits them to jail, trial held
in vhe corporation, is the towunship liable for
his fees?

No.

Personal Property no Qualification.
458.-—ExqUuirER.—Re qualification of a can-

didate for a municipal office who is elected by

the ratepayers,
How does the assessment on personal property
of a merchant, or any person having personal

property liable to be assessed for same, count in

the amount required to qualify a candidate for
office? Does it count the same as the assessment
on real property-or how ?

No. The proptry must be a legal or
equitable freehold, which is an estate of
inheritance or for life in real property, or
an estate partly freehold and partly lease-
hold, or partly legal and parily equitable.
S:e section 76 of the Municipal Act.

Correotion and Retification of Survey.

459.—J. 8. A.--.Complaint made to our
township council that sideroad between conces.
sion 2 and 3 was only forty feet in width along
centreof concession, Lost.

Council notified owners to remove thei: fences
offroad allowance. Parties brought on surveyor
to run the line, who proceeded to take evidence.
An cld settler made affidavit to within one foot
of the place where he saw a post planted
in the centre of this concession, by the surveyor
making a survey of the township forty-one years
ago ; also made the aflidavit that he heard the
surveyor say at the time the {)ost was planted
that there was no jog at the place, and that the
surveyor did not plant stakes showing a jog.

Another old settler aleo made affidavit as to
seeing post planted, but did not identify the
spot. He also distinctly remembeis the sur-
veyor say there was no jog at this point, and
that no etakes were planted showing a jog as
there was in other parts of the township during
the same survey,

Now if the party who made affidavitas tothe
place where the post was planted is corret, there
1s really a jog of some fifteen feet in centre of
concession, :

The surveyor whom the owners brought on
to run the line thissummer,expressed his doubts
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as to whether this affidavit re the place where
the post was planted (after the lapse of so many
years) would hold, and he advised the owners to
agree to a,straight line across the concession,
which they finally did ; and also agreed to have
their fences removed by the 15th of November,
1898.

This agreement is now repudiated by one of
the parties on the ground thatit is illegal. He
contends that the swrveyor should have planted
& post at the place indicated in the affidavit,
and should have run the line accordingly. In
that case he would ignore the statement in both
affidavits about there being no jog.

L. 1s the agreement to have a straight line
legal if the Council consents to the sane ?

2. Can any of the parties repudiate the agree-
ment ¢

3. Under the circumstances would not the
Council be justified in proceeding to find the
line ander Seec. 14, Ch. 181 ?

4. Can the Council legally passa by-law rati-
fying the agreement, ? -

1. Ifone of the parties repudiates the
agreement the consent ¢f the Council
would not make it binding.

2. It does not appear to us to be a bind-
ing agreement, and therefore it can be re-
pudiated. :

3. The Council should not act under
section 14 unless it is satisfied that the
concession line and sideroad lines have

* b come obliterated, and that the inhabi-

tants are subjected to serious inconven-
ience, and if the council decide that it
is such acase it thould take care that
every step taken is strictly in accordance
with the Surveys Act, otherwise 1t may
have difficulty in recouping itself for ex-
penses which will be incurred.

4. Ifall the parties will sign an agree-
ment in such form that it can be register-
ed, ard it is registered, and the agreement
is in proper ferm, we think that 1t will be
sufficient. The agreement should relate
that the original boundaries cannot be
found, and that all the partics have agreed
to dedicate the lands between the two
lines for the purpose of being used as a
public highway.

Btatute Labor.

460.—T. R.—A and B form road division
No. 4 in the townsbip of Rama, A is ath-
master and has three sons over 21 years o age.
A has three days’ statute labor ; B has the same
amount. The beat is a low flat that floods
every spring, and floating timber comes on to
the road. A, being pathmaster, Zoes every
spring, as soon as the road is dry, hiwself and
removes the timber, sometimes two men and a
team, other times without team. Tt does not
take more than an hour to do the work and
that is all the statute labor A does. He comes
after and warns B to do his statute labor, but
never comes out, claiming that his own is done,
Now this year he warned out B to do his labor,
next day, after warning B, claimed thres days,
(it being the middle of harvest, Ang. 16th,) A
did not tell B to take horses or anything. B
went, out on third day with horses and plough,
knowing where work wanted to be done; stayed
out eight hours, kept ploughing all the time. A
did not come out at any time during the day,
A only allowed B one day for what work was
done and returned two days against B. A has
taken no declaration of office in 15 yenrs, as far
a8 B can find out,

1. Can B be compelled to pay ?

2. Is & a lawful pathmaster ?

1. If B did three days work, the full
amount of his statute labor, he cannot be
compelled to do more, and any proceed-

ings to compel him to pay would not be
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lawful. But whether he did actually do
three days work is a question of fact, and
the duty is upon B to show that he did
the full amount of work charged against
him. We wguld suggest that B should
bring the matter before the council.

2. The council neglected its duty in
not requiring A to make the statutory
declaration under the Municipal Act, and
A ought to have made that declaration
before entering upon the duties of his
office, but bis mission to do so does not
appear to render his acts void. Section
267 of the Assessment Act requires every
treasurer and collector, before entering
in the duties of his office, to enter into a
bend to the corporation of the municipal-
ity for the faithful performance of his
duties, and these officers are also required
1o enter a statutory declaration before en-
. tering upen the duties of their respeciive
offices, but the courts have held that the
omission of either dots not vacate
the appointment unless conditionally made
or render the person appointed incompe-
- tent to discharge the other duties apper-
taining to this office.

Taxes on Mill on Rented Ground.

461.—G. G.—I rented three acres of ground
to B. Agreement was that I pay taxes for
same. B used the same for erecting a saw mill
there. B took as partner C. Taxes were paid
by me every year till 1894, the last whien O
had himself assessed for %_;ound and mill.
Shortly af er C left mill te B, who moved it
away two miles in same township. I paid taxes
for ground also that year, but I had nothing to
do with mill tax which was not paid that year.
Sheriff now is going to sell my property for
taxes on the whole, the ground falling back to
me as soon as mill was taken away.

1. Can the sheriff do this ?

2. Who is respousible for mill tax?

3. Can council now seize the mill, C having
left the country ?

We have no doubt but that the mill was,
after its erection upon the land; a part
and parcel of the land. It appears to
have been so regarded by the assesscr
because-you state that it and the land
were assessed together. The buildirg
could not have been sold for taxes, separ-
ately from the land. If the taxes were not
paid and the collecter could not find any
chattle upon which he could seize forihe
taxes, his course would be to return them
as uncollectab'e and the land would have
to be returned to realize the amount in
due course. We have therefore to answer
the above questions as follows :

1. Yes, assuming of couse, that the
various steps required to be taken before
lands can be sold for arrea:s of taxes, were
regularly taken. :

2. The lands.

3. We do not think so.

Driftwood in Rivers.

482. —SvuBscriBER.—In the township of Tos-
sorontio a river known as Boyne river flows
across the township from west to east. Partof
the owners of the land through which said river
flows have removed all timber from'the bed of
the river preventing to a lar%e extent, the over-
flow of water from the river banks during fresh-
ets, but others have allowed the bed of the
stream to remain in its patural state with a lot
of timber and drifwood to cause the water to
flow from the river and injure the adjoining
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lands. In the 3rd, 4th and 5th concessions the
river crosses on lot No. 7. A owns west half in
the third, which is in its natural state with a
lot of driftwood in addition. B owns east half
in the 31d, and west half in the 4th, whaich he
has cleaned of all timber, allowing the water to
flow freely. C owns the east half in the 4th,
also cleaned «f all timber. D owns west half
in the 5th, which is in its natural state, with a
lot of driftwood in addition. B and C com-
plain that they are injured by A not cleaning the
river bed, and C complains he is injured also by
D not cleaning his portion as it causes the water
to back up on him. The public highway runs
between C and D. , It may be claimed that the
public highway is in some way injured by the
water being diverted from its matural course,
€' wants the council to take action in the mat-
ter and compel A and D to clean their por-
tion of the river.

1. Has the Council any right to take action
in the matter?

2. Could they compel A and D to clean the
the river bed ?

3. If so, what steps should be taken ?

4. If it is not the duty of the council can B

-or C compel A and D to do so, and what steps

should be taken ?

Section 61g (1) of The Municipal Act
provides ‘ where a river or stream forms a
boundary line between two or more muni-
cipalities within a county, it shall be the
duty of the Council of the county to keep
such river or stream free from all accumu-
lation of driftwoond or fallen timber now
or hereafter accumulated,” and a like duty
is imposed upon the Councils of counties,
cities or separated towns to keep streams
free form driftwood. This provision, how-
ever, is confined to so much of the stream
as is on the by-law. Section 3 ef the
Drainage Act, which empower the council

of a municipality, upon a proper and suffi- .

cient petition, to construct drainage works
provides fcr the clearing of obstructions
from a creek or watercourse, but without
such a petition the council have no power
to institute proceedings under the act of
its own motion. The law is that no person
has the right to obstruct the natural flow of
water through a natural watercourse which
has well defined banks. This case does
not appeaar to be one of that kind. The
driftwood here has no doubt been carried
by flood water from different lands, and
none of the landowners can be held re-
sponsible for the accumulation of drift-
wood from such a cause as that. We are
therefore of the opinion

1. That the Council has no right to
take action except in so far as it may be
necessary to free streams from driftwood.

2. No.

3- None.

4. No.

Colleotor and Deputy-Returning Officer.

468.—W. P.—A was appointed collector for
1898. Can A act as Deputy-Returing Officer
in January, 1899, still being township collec-
tor ¥

We cannot find any provisien in the
Municipal Act disqualifying  im. ~ Section
8o expressly disqualifics a collector from
being a member of the council of any
municipal corporation, but a depuly-
returning officer is not a member of a
municipgl council. The declaration of
office, which he is required to take, is
to be found in section 313 of ihe Municipal
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Act and there is nothing 1n it to prevent a
collector from making such declaration.

No Ward Nominations in Townships.

464.—WaRrD.— According to amendment to
Municipal Act, passed in January, township
councils are to be elected by a gemeral vote.
Does this mean that, in townships divided into
wards, candidates are to be nominated fer the
office of councillor for each ward as formerly,
but that a majority vote of the whole township
is necessary for their eleetion ?

If there is'a by-law in existence, which
provides for receiving neminations in
each ward, it had better be repealed and
a new one passed, fixing ene place for
receiving nominations for reeve and
councillors! Candidates are not to be
nominated for each ward as formerly.

No Deputy-Reeves in Townships.

465.—T. J. E.—Are there deputy-reeves to
be elected in township councils for the year
1899 as formerly ?

No. See eur article on ‘“Deputy-
Reeves” on page 164 of October number
of the WorLD.

Trustee's Order on Township Treasurer.

486.—J. M. M.—A Secretary-Treasurer of
School Section No. 3 called on the township
treasurer to cash an order, without corporate
seal attached to it,for school rates, 1898,coming
to his section. The township treasurer consid-
ered that corporate seal must be attached to all
mouies coming to school sections from the town-
ship before payment be made. The secretary-
treasurer stated that all that was required was
his own signatare to the order.

1. Does order on the township treasurer for
school moneys require the corporate seal at-
tached thereto ?

2. Has the secretary-treasurer of a school
section power to attach the corporate seal on
an order or other document without the special
instructions or consent of the Trustee Board ?

2. If order only requires secretary-treasurer’s
name attached thereto, what guaravtee does
township treasurer hold that said order is bona
fide, when secretary-treasurer is unknown to
him, and township has no proof that he is not
& swindler or an impostor ? Please state sec
tions in statutes applying to above questions,

1. No.

2. No.

3. If the township treasurer has any
doubts as to whether the persen applying
for school monies is really the treasurer of
the school section entitled to the money,
ke must satisfy his own mind upon the
point by proper enquiry. Section g7 of
the Public Schools’ Act provides, * In the
case of rural schools, all monies collected
shall be paid to the secretary-treasurer of
the section on or before the 15th of De-

cember.”

Noniination Proceedings—1898.

467. — F. J. C. — 1. As nominations for
mayor or councillors must be in writing here-
after, is it necessary that the mover and
seconder should be present at the nominating
meeting ?

2, Can the returning-officer receive nomina-
tion papers sent in to him by persons (mover
and seconder) not present at the nomination
meeting ?

3. Is it necessary that the person nominated
should be present at the nomination meeting ?

1. Yes,

2. No. .

3. No.



