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THE CHURCH IN CAXNADA. less for the supremacy of Jesus than for | necessarily arise from such causes. For

RECORDS OF THE FRENCH CANADIAN
MISSION., OF THE $YNOD OF THE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CA-
NADA, IN CONNEXION WITH THE
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND,

We know that ag there is nothing more
reasonable than to love and to serve God,
so there is nothing more pleasing to the
true Christian than this employment.
His greatest desire is to be always an in-
strument in thé hands of the Lord, for
the benefit of his fellow creatures, and he
grieves and laments when he entertains
the least suspicion that his life is not as
useful as it might be. This unques-
tionable fact is, I believe, sensibly felt by
every messenger of God, and has often
been to me the source of great and pain-
ful anxieties. It has sometimes been
hard for flesh and blood to stand against
the opposition which I have met with,
both from open adversaries and pretended
friends of the truth. How often 1 have
been almost ready to give up in despair,
80 grievous to me, was that opposition
which was' made by some who profess
to be friendly to the general objects we
have in view, but who are hostile to our
Church, jealous of her operations, and so
desirous and generally so skilful in court-
ing public opinion, that they too often
8ucceed in persuading even many devoted
Christians, that all that is not connected
with them, is ¢ utterly unworthy of sup-
port.” Their boast is that they are an-
xious to contend in season and out of

season for the supremacy of Jesus Christ’

and of Christ only; whilst their conduct
manifests, alas, too often and too clearly,
that until now, they have been contending

that of the people ; expecting in so doing
to reach the pinnacle of popularity and
of fame. How often, too, I have been
obliged to grieve on beholding the indif-
ference manifested in the midst of us, to-
wards the work in which I am

and to fear lest I become an almost useless
servant to my Master. Bat, on the other
hand, some considerations of a powerful
nature have until the present time, sup-
ported me under my difficulties, and con-
struined me, “to hope against hope.”
First, I find myself in the midst of seven
hundred thousand Canadians, who are,
more or less, in the most profound igno-
rance in spiritual things, and whom I am
fully persuaded, the prejudice which they
entertain against those who are not of the
same origin with themselves, and their
ignorance of the English language, render,
for the most part ot least, incapable of
arriving at the truth as it is in Jesus, un-
less this truth be conveyed to them in
their own langnage. Secondly, I have
always entertained the hope that the re-
sult of my feeble labours in Canad», might
become, ata future period, of greater im-
portance than if they were followed by
immediate and brilliant success, and the

history of the Church furnishes an abun- !

dance of facts, which confirm me in this
opinion. Thirdly, I believe it to be ab-
solutely necessary to preach the Gospel
to the Canadians in their own language,
in order that they may accept it I am
persuaded also, that it is most desirable
that those Canadians, who have accepted
it, should be united to some religious de-
nomination, to prevent the establishment
of other sects, and the dissensions which

although spiritual union is the most pre-
ferable, it is not the less true that the
world, which only judges according to the
outward appearance, is always disposed to
believe that all those who do not bear the
name of this or that denomination, enter-
taln not only other views and sentiments,
from all other denominations of Chris-
tians, but even profess another religion.
And it would be a paradox impossible
to realize, to imagine for one moment
that the true method of uniting ourselves
to all denominations of Christians, would
be not to connect ourselves with any one
whatever. Fourthly and lastly, I enter-
tain the conviction that my present posi-
tion is not the result either of fancy or
caprice, but that it has been assigned to
me, in all appearance, by a wise and Dj-
vine Providence, which will, I think,
appear evident from the following de-
tails :—

In the year 1839, and while I was em-
ployed by the Bible Society in dissemi-
nating the Holy Scriptures in the south
west of France (my native country,)
among the Roman Catholics, I was re-
quested to become one of the four Col-
porteurs or Catechists whom the British
and ¥oreign Bible Society in London had
decided on sending to Canada, for the pur-
pose of distributing the word of God
among the French Canadians. Having
accepted this call as coming from the
Lord, I left immediately for London,
where I found, to my great disappoint-
ment, that I was the only one who could
undertake the voyage to America.
Though this was the case, I did not hesi-
tate one moruent to do so, being persuaded
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that if this circumstance was directed by
a higher power, I had nothing to fear, but
on the contrary everything to hope.
Consequently I left London.for Quebec,
where I arrived in September, 1839. On
my arrival, I endeavoured to become ac-
quainted withthe people, and to ascertain
their moral state. I saw at once that
they were generally o very kind hearted,
simple and hospitable people, but very
superstitions; and very much under the
influence of their spiritual leaders. I
was commissioned to distribute among
them the oracles of the living and true
God, and that only, which I did with
some suceess. From the 18th Septem-
ber, 1839, to the month of March, 1840,
I sold 270 New Testaments and five
Bibles, to French Canadian families dis-
seminated in the country places round
about Montreal and in the city itself.
At the Anniversary of the Montreal
Auxiliary Bible Society, January, 1840,
T was requested to address the numerous
meeting assembled, which I did, and I
give here a sketch of my remarks,
that I may add my testimony to the
efforts of that noble Society, of which
the Bible Society of Montreal is but one
of the thousand branches, as well as to
show what my religious sentiments were
at that early period of my Christian war-
fare :—

Accustomed as I have been until very recently
to a private life, I cannot conceal from you, the
emotion which I feel in appearing before so nu-
inerous and so honorable a mceting as this is.
To quiet my excited feelings, 1 try to persuade
myself that I am in presence of none other thun
of brethren and of fellow citizens. I say fellow
citizens, because if I am French by birth, I am a
Christian by grace,and accordingly heaven is my
country as well as your own—and this is the
reason why I am among you this day on this
platform, where you have already, by the
speeches which huve been delivered by the pre-
ceding speakers, been powerfully reminded that
it is our duty as well as our priviiege to be the
living monuments of the love of our God, and to
make known his ways by all the means of grace
which in the dispensation of his mercy he has
bestowed upon us  And, I donot think that I ex-
nggerate, when [ add to their testinonies, that
no religious Society of any kind is more udapted
to impress upon us that duty and that' privi-
lege than Bible Societivs, inasmuch as the aim
of the Bible Societies is simple, and their
object is great. T'heir aim is religious, eminent-
ly religious, exclusively religious. It is not
and cannot be a political aim; for, against
whom and in favour of whom could they have
that political aim? It is not against this or that
nation, because in every place where the Bible
has exercised its influence, the condition of the
people has been improved, and their huppiness
und influence promoted. It is not against civil
supremscies, against kings or queens, or against
rulers, judges, magistrates or superiors, for the
Bible gives this command; ** Submit lyourselves to
every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake:
whether it be to the king, as supreme; or unto
governors, as unto them that are sent Ly him for
the punishment of evil doers, and for the praise
of them that do well.  Honour all men, love the
brotherhood.  Fear God. Honour the king.”
It is not against this or that class of people or
this or that religious sect, because they offer the
Bible to all wxghout distinetion or respect of per-
gons. This being the case, I believe none should
be more partial to the work of the Bible Societies
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than myself; for to all appearance, without these
Societies, the Bible would never have reached
me, and I would be still in the bosom of the so
cal'ed—* Mother Church,” *worshipping and
serving the creature more than the Crestor, who
is blessed for ever.” For, without the least
doub, the priests of the Church of Rome, in the
bosom of whose Mother Church 1 was born and
brought up, instead of giving me the word of
God, which has been given us to muke us wise
unto salvation, would have endeavoured on the
contrary, according to their custoin, to represent
that divine Word as & Book which one ought to
be suspicious of, and as a subtle poison.

It would seem that a Society which has no
other object in view but to cause the Word of God
to be distributed extensively in the world, should
have all jhose who bear the name of Christian
for auxiliaries; but I am grieved to be obliged to
say, that it is quite the contrary. The most
bitter opponents of the Bible Societies are to be
found among those who call themselves the suc-
cessors of the Apostles of our Lord—the true
and the only ministers of Christ.  The fuct
seems incredible, but it is unfortunately too true,
and you know it as well as myself. Yes, these
so called ministers of Christ and Successors of
the Apostles, instead of * m .king straight the
ways of the Lord,” and tuking a lead in the
distribution of the word of God, call the Gospels
of our Lord and the Epistles of his Apostles,
dangerous books, full of corrupting discourses
and maxims. 1f it were otherwise, what salu-
tary use they would muke of their position in
society, and of the great influence which they
exercise in it. Why is it, then, that they do not
employ their advantages in favor of the word of
God ? Why is it, that they do not cause the
glad tidings of salvation to be disseminated
throughoui the world 2 Ah! methinks, the cause
of this is, that their kingdom is of this world—
that their will is not subject to the will of God—
that they are unsubdued and their hearts are in
enmity with God. Baut, if we have reason to
regret these things, we ought not to fear the
consequences—they will not be conquerors in the
struggle between trath and error; between light
and darkness. Truth will ultimately prevail.
The captain under whose banner we fight the
goud fight of faith, and who cannot deceive us,
has promised us the victory. He has told his
disciples these comforting words : * Be of good
cheer; I have overcome the world” Already
you have muny tokens of this promise; and thank
God, you may rejoice and bless his holy name
that you are privileged to be his fellow workers
in extending his kingdom upon ecurth. No
doubt, you feel that your work is a work of
faith, and you do not expect to see all the results
of your labours, or that God will reveal unto you
in what measure or in what circumstances you
co-operate the mostin the fulfilling of his glorious

decrees. It is sufficient for you to know that

your efforts are not in vain in the Loid, since our
Lord has declared that even a cup of cold water
given in his name will not remain without a
blessing and without a reward. * * * *

In a comparative review of the circumstances
of Bible Soucieties in ¥France and Canada, we will
find the two almost wholly opposed one to another.
In France, & Colporteur has to contend against an
inveterate incredulity, and in Cunada sguinst a
gross ignorance and a bold funaticism. In
France, the dissemination of the Seriptures is,
however, more extensive than in Canada, becanse
the numerous schoolmasters supported by Go-
vernnment, and who for thut reason are, more
or less, independent of the Romish priesthood;
are al o, more or less oppused to them, In Cu-
nada, small and numerous depots might be estub-
lished among the scattered Protestants who enjoy
some influence or trade with the French Cana-
dians; many of whom, I have no doubt, would
gladly become’ the coadjutors of the Bible So-
cieties, and promote their interests among the be-
nighted pecple in the midst of whom they live, as
in so doing they would extend their own influence,
and contribute to their uwn happiness in no small

degree. I you eould adopt that plan, T think
that your success inight be very great, and your
difficultics less numerons and powerful than if
yon were employing 50 Colporteurs, in  this
Colonv. I do not mean to infer by that sugges-
tion, that Colporteurs ave useless, and that we
should employ none of them, for I do not enter-
tain the opinion that we should adopt a plan of
evungelization altogether different to the one pur-
sued until now by the Bible Societies; but I say,
that we should avail ourselves of sll the means
which Guod pluecs at our dispusal, and which we
know He will bless, to get access to the people
without exciting their religious feelings and pre-
judices  And, who can do so more effectually
than he who knows not only the people but also
the peculiar circumstances of the fumilies whose
friendship, conficence and respect he enjoys ? It
is, therelcre, very necessary, I think, for us to
pursue-the original system, * and not to leave the
other undone.” * * b *

The proofs which corrobornte this assertion
are very numerous, and several of them within
my knowledge, but as it would be too long, even
to enumerate those which are known to me, I shall
confine myself to the following statistics :

The British and Foreign Bible Society in
London, of which this Soeciety is an Auxiliary
Branch, received last year, the sum of 2,516,123
franes 50 centimes ; and its expenses have been
2,556,223 traucs 60 centimes. That Society has
caused to be distributed in the course of that
year, 63,868 covies of the Holy Seriptures ; and
since its formation, 34 ypar.e ago, 11,546,111,
The French and Foreizn Bible Society has dis-
tributed in France, in the course of last year,
121,412 copies, and since its formation, 6 years
ago, 528,954 copies  After this, we may be per-
mitted to declare that whosoever callsin question
your work and its aim, its advantages and its
auccess, is not only a senseless judge but also a
Christian without much christianity.  For, al-
though you have no other proofs of the excellency
of your work, than these promises of your
heavenly Father: “ My word shall not return
unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which
I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto
I sent it.”............* the wicked shall be con-
sumed with the spirit of the mouth of the Lord,
and shall be destroyed with the brightness of his
coming.” These promises, I say, should be
enough to induce you to persevere to the end, in
your noble work.  But, besides these positive and
immuteble promises, God confirms them by al-
lowing you to enjoy several fruits of your la-
bours; and the prospeets of your work are so
encouraging that there must be much spiritual
blindness in those who do not perceive the im-
portance of your labours ; for althcugh your
success is not above what we ought to expect
from such an ageney, it is, however, above what
our wavering faith permitted us to expect.

There is a proverb whiclh says: * That on the
battle fields, there is but one ball in a thousand,
which goes to its desiination.” Why in a better
war, should we reckon the random shots?  Why
should we think with regret of our losses, whilst
the warrior considers his toils sufficiently com-
pensated, when after so muny treubles, miseries
and vain attacks, he succeeds at last in gaining
the victory, after shedding the bloud of his
brethren of mankind, at the risk of precipitating
them into the abyss of eternal misery. Twelve
thousand copies expended to bring sn immortal
soul to the knowledge of the saving truth! Who
would not sucrifice them, to become the instru-
ment of 5o great a blessing, which will be a
crown of glory for the possessor? But, thanks be
to the Almighty Ruler of the universe, there is
not so great a disproportion. By means of the
528.954 cypies distributed in Franco vuriug the
last six years, we nay safely reckon that nine
thousand souls at least, have passed from dark-
ness to light, from the puwer of the wicked vne
to the kingdom of cur Creator and Redecmer;
from the dominion of the Pope to that of ¢ Christ

“our righteousness.”  What an amount of good,

unknown to men, has resulted an:d whl still ve-



sult from such a work, nene but God can tell.
Although that interesting and startling fact is
not the only ome which I could advance on the
behalf of the Bikle Societies, I will close with the
fervent aspiration that, *unto the king eternal,
immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour
und glory for ever and ever. Amen.”

By the 28th Annual Report of the Mon-
treal Auxiliary Bible Society, for 1849,
1 sce that before my suggestion of forming
Bible Associations throughout Canada was
made, that Society had only 14 Branch
Societies in this extensive colony; and
that since 1840, 44 other Associations
have been formed. I sce also, that my
expectations have been fully realized.
From January, 1838, to January, 1839,
the issues of Bibles and Testaments were
4,348 ; from January, 1839, to January,
1840, they were 7.106. Two Colporteurs
were then employed, Mr. Hubbard and
myself. From dJanuary, 1847, to De-
cember, 184%, (although the Montreal
Auxiliary Bible Society do not employ
any Colporteur,) the issues of Bibles and
Testaments have been 21,8205 and the
cash and receipts amount to £1,568 10s.
3d. This is the result of the efforts of the
numerous Branch Societics which have
been formed throughout Canada; and
ahove all, of the earnest zeal and untiring
diligence of Mr Milne.

EsMne LapeLL ETRIE.

OPENING OF THE NEW CHURCH,

SCARBOROUGH.

“fe are pleased to learn, from a notice
furnished to the Toronto Colonist, by a
tember of the congregation, that the new
Church erected for the use of the congre-
gation at Scarborough in connection
with the Church of Scotland, was opencd
for public worship on Sabbath the 3rd
ultimo. 'The Rev. James George, Minis-
ter of the Congregation, preached on that
occasion a very suitable sermon, from
der. vi. ver. 16. 'The church was quite
crowded, and the large audience appeared
to listen with the deepest attention to the
discourse ; and also to the appropriate
address which was delivered after the
“sermon,

The church, which is a very large
building for a country place of worship,

i3 of brick, resting on about six feet of

solid stone foundation. The style is
Gothic, with a mixture of Old English.
It is surmounted with a double tower, and
Las a very beautiful and imposing effect.

f we except a few of our city churches,
this is perhaps, the finest ecclesiastical
building that has yet been reared in any
township of Canada West. It is really
an interesting fact, and withal a curious
coincidence, that, about fifty years ago,
the first pine tree known to have been
cut in Scarborough, by a white man, grew
on the very spot on which that church
now stands, which is an erection so credi-
table to the taste and Christian liberality
of the people. ~ Fifty years ago, this town-
ship was an unbroken forest : it is now

1 %
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one of the best settled and most prosperons
sections of the Province. Many of the
farm steadings—farm cattle—implements
of husbandry, as well as farming opera-
tions in general, aré scarcely in any res-
pect inferior to what the traveller meets
with in the bestdistricts of the Lowlands of
Scotland. There is some reason to believe
that the intellectual and moral progress
of the people has in a measure kept pace
witl, or rather has been the true cause of
these wonderful material and physical
changes. Besides the church in question,
there are several other places of worship
belonging to other denominations in the
township. And near to the new Kirk,
there is a library house, containing a large
aud admirable collection of books.

In this notice, it would be improper to
overlook what the ladies of the congrega-
tion have done. Besides trimming the
pulpit, in the most beautiful style, with
the finest crimson silk velvet, and pro-
viding all the carpeting, they have pre-
sented a complete set of Communion fur-
niture of the most elegant description.
Nor was this all: two days before the
Church was opened, a deputation of the
ladies waited on their Minister, and pre-
sented him with a handsome silk pulpit-
gown, as a mark of their respect.

It should also be mentioned, that Pro-
fessor Murray, of King’s College, who
is much and deservedly esteemed by the
Congregation, and whose absence, through
indisposition, at the opening of theChureh,
was much regretted—recently presented
to the congregation a splendid Pulpit
Bible and Psalm-book.

. CHURCH IN THE COLONIES.

NOVA SCOTIA.

It is with no ordinary satistaction we publish
the following letter, received from our much
gespected and beloved brother, Mr. M¢Nair.
In a letter received of a later date,—and he must
pardon us for quoting from it,—he expresses,
not his own feelings only, but the feelings we are
sure of every faithful Missionary, when he says,
— [t is a sweet thought when I rise on a Sabbuth
morning to think that many a church door in
Scotland may even then be thrown open, or the
servant of God in the pulpit, and the far-off
missionary not forgotten by the congregation ;
and while I can ask God’s blessing upon such
assemblies, I cannot but fancy their prayers
answered ere they are well uttered, and foel
myself strengthened by the thought as I proceed
to my duties,”” May such truthful and sincere
expericnces as these, stir up Christians and
congregations at home, to be more real and
earnest than ever in praying for our Missionary
brethren, both in the cast and west !

To the Editor of the Edinburgh Christian

Mugazine.
Picrou, 4th October, 1849,

My DEar Friesp,—As you tuke an interest
in the Colonies, let me direct your attention to a
scene which I lately witnessed in this place.
You have seen something similar ; but it may
not be displeasing to have it brought before you
as now witnessed, to refresh your own spirit,
and, at the same time, to interest your readers.

Pictou communion was held on the 4th Sabbath
of September. ‘Thursday, the 20th ult , was held
as a day of fasting and humilistion. On this day
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we had service forennon and aficrnoon, in English.
The church was well attended.  Fiiday was the
day of the ceist, as it is called, The services
were all in Guelic. They began at eleven, I
looked in at two and the church was full at this
time. For the suke of thuse of your readers who
may not be acquainted with the eeist day, I may
state, that the practice is for one to propose a
passage of Scripture, or start a question, and for
others to make remarks, or state their views upon
it, after which the minister winds up the whole.
On Saturday, there was s sermon in both English
and Gaelic,—the latter in the open air a short
Jistance from the church. Being engaged in the
church, I did not see the Gaelic congregation, but
it was large, and the church was full.—The
people had been flocking for some days past to
the town and neighbourhood.

On Sabbath, before entering the church, I
went with Mr. M‘Gillivray, who was to conduct
the services in Gaelic, to the spot where the tent
had been placed. It was on a rising ground,
about a quarter of a mile from the church. The
day was fine, but very blowy ; and before we
reached the place, our clothes were literally
covered with dust. We came in sight of the
people, and the scene I shall never forget. For
some hundreds of yards along the road, horses
and waggons were ranged up, fastencd to the
fences. Before and behind us, the road was
thick with people. The only thing to_which
I could compare the crowd, was what I have
sometimes witnessed on the occasion of a fair,
or in the vicinity of a race course. But such an
assemblage in the open air for the worship of
God, and for holding communion, I had cer-
tainly never heheld. T entered the tent along
with” Mr. M‘Gillivray, und waited to hesr him
begin the exercises of the day, and the mighty
mass, as one man, lift their voices in the languayge
of the fifteenth Psalm. Ii was a solemn sight,
indeed, to see this whole assembly worship Gud.
It was a scene thet might have moved a heart of
stone. The communion had not been dispensed
here in conuection with our church since the last
deputation visited this place. And here were
assembled young and 013 from every quarter of
the country, and from many-parts of other
countries also. There were grey-headed men
who hailed the opportunity once more afforded
them of partaking in this ordinance, before
drinking the fruit of the vine new in the Father's
house. There were those who it may be, had
never befure beheld a Scottish communion. There
were many who, for weeks, had not heard the
Gospel trumpet sounded ; many who, for months,
had not heard the Sabbath bell, nor had their
chureh door darkened by a messenger of Christ.—
There were matrons with their mutches, and
mothers with their bairns; and their voices
mingled in the song of praise, which ascended to
Him that sitteth in the heavens. There was no
sound to disturb their music, but the whistling
of the wind, or the neighing of the horses.

But they finished their sung, and L had to leave,
to take part in the services where I might be of -
use. But still this scne I could not banish from
my thoughts ; and as I turned away, it was with
a softened heart and a suffused eye ; and many
a glance did I cast, on retiring, at the spot I had
left. I felt that it was an earnest time, a time
when, if the seed were plentifully and faithfully
sown. the blessing of God might be looked for.
Now surely, if ever, were these people disposed
to listen to the word of life. Many seldom heard
the word, but by attendunce at great_inconve-
nience, to hear things whereby one might edify
another. And yet another Jook, and, sad truth !
there was but one solitary labourer who could
speak to them in their uwn native tongue, and
make their Highland hearts respond to his Gaelie
accents. God grant him an abundant reward
for his labour of love. But, oh ! may He stir up
others to take part in this work, that the people
may not perish for lack of knowledge.

I returned to the church ; and here, too, the
scene was touching to a degree. Mr. Herd-
man was leading the prayers of the people. The
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church was crowded to overflowing : su that the
appearance at the door resembled that of a bee-
hive about to cast, while many stood and listened
at the open windows, At the close of the prayer,
I managed to squeeze in ; but it was with difficul-
ty that I could get along the passages, which
were in part furnished with seats, long since
oceupied, and in part filled by those who had
fuiled in obtaining seats. At length room was
made for me in a seat already too full, and there
1 sat till the close of the sermon. Ihave no wish
to enlarge upon the picture.—Let me only state,
that the attendance kept up during the whole Cuy,
and that, when we et in the evening, there was
again a crowded house, und the attention of the
people seemed unflaguing.

On Monday the weather looked lowering.
Rain fell in the morning, and the Gaelic congre-
gation et in the church, and, after a short
interval, the English ; and on no day during the
whaole occasion, was the church more crowded.
Numbers, I am told, had to go away, who could
not obtain admission.

The state of things was similar the following
week at M¢Lennan’s Mountain. quite a retired
country place. I have been told of persons, who
came fifty or sixty miles for the express purpose
of attending the communion. The Gaelic con-
gregation had here a better place of meeting
than at Pictou. It was in a retired spot in the
woods, within a hundred yards of the church,
but quite shut out from it by trees. Here, too,
there was an immense gathering ; and it is to be
borne in mind, thut when we speak of them
coming long distances, it is not in ensy railway
carringes : but ou foot, or in gigs, or waggens,
jolting over breakneck corduroy roads, one wheel
often down, and another up. so as to leave the
seat at an angle of tenor twelve degrees. and
again righted, or over to the other side, while the
body of the vehicle pitches like a ship with the
wind righta-head. The main rpads are certainly
better, and in many places as good as at home ;
but I have tiavelled some miles such as here
described, and so must many that attended these
sacraments. - There was a larger number of com-
municants at the Mountain than on any former
vecasion.

I stated that Mr. MGillivray had the whole
work to do in Gaelic at Picton. = And here again
he was the sule Gaelic labourer. Such work is
killing,~—four days’ spenking at each place, two
days in succession outside, at the one, and three
at the other. Can flesh and blood endure such
hardships ?  And yet the old soldier will rather
spend and be spent in the service of his Master,
than that the people should be sent empty away.

The church was crowded to suffocation long
befure the time of meeting, and I bad to keep
close to my gnide, as he shouldered aside the
people, and wade a passage for me to the pulpit.
The stair to the gallery, the pulpit stair, and
every available novk or corner was filled. It
was the same thing on the Friday or ceist day,
and I could perceive no falling offon the Monday.

Oh ! what a field of usefulness for the true
servant of the Lord, aud the true son of the
Church of Scotland ; greater in some respects,
than the masses of heathenism in an eastern
continent. These resemble the mighty forests
on which my eye rests, wheve the bear yet prowls,
and the axe has not laid low these ancient trees,
and where years are required to bring them into
a proper state of cultivation. But this resembles
rather that field on which I gaze, where the trees
have been brought low, and perhaps a crn‘f or
two gathered in, but which are now deserted by
the settlers ; where the old stumps are putting
forth anew their shoots, which, I am assured, in
s few years, if now neglected, it will be as
difficult to bring in as if never settled on before.

So is it with many parts of this country. The
inhabitants have been trained up to fear God,
and toserve Him ; but they arenow in a great
measure destitute of the means of grace. Soon
these new shoots will outgrow the means of keep-
ing down, which the few axes now in use can
command ; and unless more be sent, the wilder-
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ness will spring up anew, instead of becoming

i a fruitful field —Soon many of these will be

beyond the means which the ministers of the
Gosnel here can employ ; and if the tide of prac-
tical heathenisin sets in, oh | where may it end ?
In heathen lands on which the Sun of Righteous-
ness has never risen, it may be long befure the
word can fructify ; but here the fields are white
unto the harvest, if only the reapers were on the
spot  Other men have laboured ! Will none be
stirred up to enter into their lubours ?  Brother,
pray for us. May your readers unite in praying
for us ; and for this especially, that the Lord of
the harvest would send more labourers into his
harvest.—I am, my dear Friend, aflectionately
yours,
Rorerrt M‘Nam.

CHURCH IN SCOTLAND.

CHURCH INTELLIGENCE.

PrESBYTERY OF Grascow.—On Wednesday
this Rev. body met in the Presbytery House,
Tron Church, at 12 o’clock.

Dr. Paton was unanimously elected from the
Roll Moderator of Presbytery for the ensuing
half-year, and took the chair accordingly.

A call was laid on the table from the parish
of Kilsythin favour of Mr. Alexander Hill, signed
by 600 of the parishioners.

The Presbytery sustained the call, and Mr.
Hill being presents it was put into his hands,
and he signified his acceptance of the same,
when trials for ordination were prescribed to bim,

Dr. Hill reported that, in terms of appoint-
ment, he had presided at the dispensation of
the Lord’s Supper at St. Peter’s Church on
the late sacramental occasion, and had great
pleasure in stating that the services were all
conducted in the most agreeable manner, and the
communicants numbered 331 on the occasion.
He had much pleasure also in stating how reve-
rently and devotedly the people behaved dur-
ing the solemn season. Altogether, the ap-
pearances at that church were of the most promis-
ing kind for the gentleman who may be appoint-
ed to the charge ; and he (Dr. Hill) knew that
there was a strong feeling in the congregation to
have Mr. Cochran appointed as early as possible.
He believed the Church Building Society had
made an appointment in favour of that gentle-
man, and he expected a deputation wounld be
present from the Society, before the Presbytery
separated, to lay the necessary documents on the
table. Hemight add,in the absence of Dr. Craik,
that there was also a large attendance of children
at the Sabbath school, and a number of teachers
were under training. From these they had
every reason to expect good to the church, The
sittings there were now extensively taken, and
he was sure, if Mr. Cochran is appointed, these
will be greatly increased.

Subsequently a deputation of the Church
Building Society appeared, consisting of Sir
James Campbell, Mr. Macgeorge, and others.

The Secretary read the minutes of the meet-
ing, at which Mr. Matthew Cochran, A. M., was
duly appointed minister of St. Peter’s, and laid
on the table a letter of aceeptance by Mr. Coch-
ran of the same, and other relutive ducuments,
which were all sustained.

Mr. Macgeorge said the deputation hoped the
Presbytery would proceed with the settlement of
Mr. Cochran with as litile delay as possible.

Syxop or LotuiaN ann TweepaLe.—This
Synod met here yesterday in the Assembly Hall,
when the Rev. Mr. Nisbet, the Moderator, preach-
ed the usual sermon

The Synod then proceeded to the election of a
Moderator for the ensuing half-year, when Mr.
Fowler of Ratho, Dr. Mitchell of Whitburn, Mr,
Nicolson of Pencaitland, and Mr. Thompson of
Ormiston, were severally proposed for that office,
On the vote being taken, Mr. Fowler was declared
to be elected by a majority of four over Dr.
Mitchell, whe stood second on the division list.

ParocumiaL ScHuoLs.—Afler the minutes were
read,

Dr. Bryce stated, in allusion to that part of
them which referred to the overture tolast Assem-
bly anent parish schools, that the declaration sug-
gested by that overture wus unanimously adepted
by the Assembly, und now formed part of the acts
of the Church. Since that period still more alarm-
ing danger was threatening the Church in her
connection with the parish schools ; and it would
be the duty of the Synod to tuke into its serious
consideration what steps and measures may now
be necessary.

Dr. Muir concurred entirely in what had fallen
from Dr. Bryce. He thought the Synod ceuld
not rise without making known its mind on this
most important subject. He would therefore
move that a Commitiee be in the meantime ap-
poiuted, 10 prepare the Report to the Synod in
the evening on this question,

Dr. Cook seconded the motion, which was
agreed 1o, and a Committee appointed accor-
dingly.

Dr. Muir said, the Committee appointed at the
forenoon sederunt to tuke into cousideration the
matter of the parochial schools, had agreed to
submit a series of resolutions, which they hoped
would be adopted by the Synod. The Reverend
Doctor then read the resolutions, which declared
that the Synod held in esteem and admiration
the parochial schools of Scotland ; that they
considered that the religions and moral charac-
ter of Scotchmen,and their respectable status and
influence in society, had depended much, under the
Divine blessing, upon thuse schools ; that cher-
ishing a grateful recollection of the efforts that
had been made to obtain those legislative acts by
which these institutions had been rendered part
of the Church of Scotland, they expressed a deter-
mination to keep them in the position that they
now occupied ; that, as the distinet peculiarity of
the parish schools was not only to afford a good
secular education, but also a sound religious edu-
cation, founded upon the teaching of the Bible
and the Shorter Catechism, they were deserving
of the support of all who desired the godly up-
bringing of the youth of this country ; and that,
as the Synod viewed with regret and alarm indi-
cations in ccrtuin quarters of an attempt to sepu-
rate the parish schools from the Lstablished
Church, and as they considered this to be danger-
ous to the best interests of the country, they
agree to appoint a Committee of their number to
watch over the matter, and, if necessary, tocalla
prore nata nmeeting 10 memorinlise Government
or petition Parliament. Dr. Muir said he was
very much tempted to enter into the subject;
bat, in present circumstances, he thought it was
better to avoid the discussion of it, more
especially as those plans which seem to be con-
cocting in certain quarters had not yet appeared
so distinctly ns to enable them to know what
steps they might ultimately take. Dr. Mauir
concluded by propusing the adoption of the reso-
lution.

Dr. Bryce, in seconding the motion, said it
was quite true, us had been stated by Dr. Muir,
that they did not know the exact shape which
the opposition would take, but they knew enough
of it to be aware that its design was to dissever
the connection that existed between the parish
schouls und the Established Church. The sep-
ration was demanded on the ground that the
parish schouls were sectarian, It wastime, there-
fore, fur them to take alarm ; for if, on the
ground of scctarianisin, the parish schools were
to be taken out of the jurisdiction of the Church,
the argument miight apply to the Church itself,
and the endowments now given by the State
be taken away from her.

PresryTeERY oF MuLL.—This Reverend body
met at Salen on the 6th current, and unanimously
resolved to petitivn the Lords Commissioners of
the Treasury, that such postal arrangements
should be made as would prevent Tost Office
dessecration of the Sabbath. The Presbytery
also appuinted & committee to watch over the
interests of the Parochial Schools of Scotland.

.



Currcar AT Grastows.—We understand
that the Earl of Seafield and the Committee for
managing the Royal Bounty, have appointed the
Rev. Francis W. Grant, Parochial Schoolm-ster
of Deskford. to the Church of Grantown, ir the
Presbytery of Abernethy.

On’ Friday last, the Rev. Duncan H. Weir,
A. M., late of Gourock. near Greenock, was in-
ducted to the pastoral charge of the Sceotch
Church, St. Peter’s Squarve, Manchester. The
ceremony of indaction took place in the church,
and was performed by the Rev. Dr. Cumming,
Moderator of the Preshytery of Loudon, in the
presence of a large and highly respectable con-
gregation.

THE GLASGOW BUILDING SOCIETY’S
CHURCHES.

When the Civil Courts in Scotland
lately decided, that the Quoad Sacra
Churches belonged to the Establishment
it was confidently predicted by many,
that it would be impossible to gather con-
gregations in them. This was said more
especially in reference to Glasgow, where
there was a more than usually large num-
ber of such chuvches. Tt will be seen
from the subjoined interesting extract
which we make from an Edinburgh paper,
that already a great measure of success
has attended the labors of the gealous and
enlightened Christiaus who have devoted
their energies and talents to the bless-
ed work of Church Extension, and confi-
dent hopes are held out, that in a short
time will the remaining churches be oc-
cupied by faithful ministers, and attended
by equally large congregations as those
alluded to in the subjoined report.

ORDINATION AND BOIREE AT GLASGOW.

The Preshytery of Glasgow met in St Peter’s |

Church on Wednesday, at twelve o’clock, for the
purpose of ordaining the Rev. Matthew Coch-
rane, A. M., tothe pastoral eharge of that
church. The Rev. Mr Leckie of Shettleston
preached and presided on the occasion; and after
an able and appropriate discourse from Psalm
85, verse 8, Mr. Cochrane was solemnly set apart
for the work of the holy miunistry.  Mr. Leckie
afterwerds delivered most impressive addresses
to the new pastor and the pecple on their res-
pective daties and privileges. The congrogation
present cordially welcomed Mr Cochrane at the
conclusion of the services.

In the evening a sviree was held in the Mer-
chant’s Hall, Hutcheson Street, in honour of the
oceasion, the Rev. Professor Hill in the chair.
Oa the platform were observed the Very Rev.
Principal Macfarlane, Rev. Mr Cochrane of St
Peter's; Rev. Mr Gillan of St John's ; Rev. Mr
Houston of Gorbals ; Rev. Mr Henderson, Rev.
Mr. Walkinskaw, Robert M:Haftie, Esq. of
Eastwood; Thomas Watson, Esq.; A, C. \WWhyte,
Esq.; Robert Scott, Esq.. &ec. &e.

Principal Muacfarlane asked & blessing ; and
the Rev. Mr. Houston having returned thanks,

The Rev. Dr. HiLw. then proceeded, in an in-
tevesting speech, to introduce Mr Cochrane to
the meeting; and sketched the honourable career
of that gentleman’s life, from the period he had

nown him first as a teacher in & country parish
until now, when he had gathered around him a
flourishing congregation, who had given him an
unanimous call to preside over them. Not a
voice (said the Rev. Professor) has been heard
n opposition to Mr Cochrane’s call. With one
mind you have applied first to the Church Build-
ing Society, and next to the Presbytery of Glas-
&0w, that he might be appointed as your minis-
ter ; and it has afforded to us, no less than to
the members of the Church Building Society,
Very great pleasure to have it in our power to
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accede to your wishes with what we may well
call & perfectly good conscience, for we knew Mr
Cochrane as a licentiate of the Presbytery, who
made, on all oceasions, an appearance most cre-
ditable to himself, and most satisfactory to those
who were his judges. (Loud cheers.) It is not
merely tous as | Presbytery, nor merely to you
as a congregation, that the appointment of Mr
Cochrane is & subject of gratification. St Peter’s
is the first of those chapels which fell into the
hands of the Presbytery of Glasgow which has
received a settled pastor, and the manner in
which that pastor has been fixed among you,
forms an era to us on which we shall look back
with hirh satisfaction, and from which we look
forward to similar occurrences that will beequally
delightful to us when they do take place. (Cheers )
We cannot but believe that the manner in which
yon have acted will incite others to “go and do
likewise.” (Cheers.) There are other chapels in
the Preshytery such as St Peter’s was, and we
think this is a most auspicious event inregard to
them. (Cheers.) It shows that the Church of
Scotland is alive—that the Church of Scotland
has its friends—that they only need to have a
proper man placed among them, in order to rally
round him, and to support that fabric which was
thonght, some years ago, to be tottering to its
fall ; but which we always believed, and now
have evidence to show, is, by the blessing of God,
still standing firm, and exhibiting a vigour that
was little expected by those who predicted its
overthrow, (Cheers.) I do not wish to speak
boastingly ; I have never so spoken in regard to
our church ; and I should be sorry, indeed, if
anything of the kind were to escape the lips of, or
beindulged in by, the true friends of that Church.
What has taken place is matter of thankfulness
to Almighty God. I regard it as a ground of
the greatest thankfulness. I take it as an assu-
rance of better things yet to come; and, as I
have already said, I anticipate, from what has
this day taken place, that we shall ere long hear
of other events as gratifying as that we have now
witnessed. (Cheers.) The Rev. Doctor eonclud-
ed by introducing Mr Cochrane to the meeting,
and by expressing his delight to see him in the
highly respectable position he eccupied, and his
conviction that, as he has hitherto maintained a
very distinguished character—a character dis-
tinguished by perseverance, diligence, and energy
in the discharge of his duty, that character
would, by the blessing of God, be still maintain-
ed. (Cheers.)

The Rev. Mr CocHrANE having been present-
ed by Mr Anderson with an elegant pulpit gown
and cassock, a splendidly bound Bible and Psalm-
bnok, bearing a suitable inscription, in name of
the young ladies of the eongregation, proceeded
tn return thanks for the handsome present, and
for the kind manner in which he had been
received, His labours in the district assigned
him had already been blessed ; and he would,
with the help of Providence, exert all his energies
for the benefit of his people, and the welfare of
the Church (Cheers.)

Mr M‘Harrie, a member of the Church
Building Saciety, said he regretted exceedingly
that, on account of the unavoidable absence of
Sir James Campbell, President of the Church
Building Society, it devolved on him to express
the great satisfaction they had all along expe-
rienced in their intercourse with MrCochrane and
the congregation of St Peter’s. Ever since Mr
Cochrane was appointed to the church, things
had prospered in a manner trnly delightful and
encouraging to the Church Building Society,
(Cheers.) The progress made in the case of this
church had been quite astonishing. St Peter’s
had been a bright and encouraging star to the
Directors of the Church Building Society, whose
dutics had been of a very anxious and respon-
sible character. They wereall aware that in one
day they had thrown on their hands fourteen
churches. Of these there were already seven

open every Sabbath for public worship—one of

them, St Peter’s, was now off their hands most
satisfactorily—(cheers,)—other three will in a
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very fow weeks be in the tame happy position ;
and he had every confidence, frofl what had
taken place within these two months. that before
“‘twelve months were over their heads the whole
fourteen churches would be in a most Hourishing
condition, (Cheers.)

Rev. Mr GiLLon, after congratulating Me
Cochrane on the proud position which he oceu-
pied, said that, in reference ton the scene hefore
them, he could not help, by the mere law of con-
trast, comparing the present position of’ the gond
old Church of Scotland, as she now exhibits her-
self, with her state in the memorable year after
June, 1843. It is not to be denied (said the Rev.
gentleman) that then she was troubled on every
side, if she was not distressed, that she was per-
plexed ; but the issue has proved that she was
not in despair ; that she was persccuted, but the
issue has proved that she was not forsaken ; that
she was cast down, but the issue has proved that
she was not destroyed. It is pleasing, and the
subject of deep gratitude, that the fact is so.
(Cheers ) And without reference to any denom-
ination in Scotland, we surely will not be blamed
if we should speak of the state of our own, It
is not to be denied that from that time the
Church of Scotland has grown in public esteem
and in public confidence. (Loud cheers,) Those
at that time who did not belong to her stood at a
little distance, and they have gradually come
forward—those who looked at her with suspicion
have had that suspicion removed, and those of
her friends who were vacillating are now more
than ever confirmed that she is just what she
was, and what with the prayers of her people we
hope she may long be. (Cheers.) I will not
deny that over wide Scotland there is a large
body of people not belonging to our Church,—I
am not ashamed nor sorry to acknowledge it—
but I tell you that from the period to which I
allude our Church has not diminished one—she
has increased many, in various counties, almost
in them all; and in nearly the whole of the
landward parishes she has greatly the ascen-
dancy, She has in Berwick,—in Roxburgh,—in
Selkirkshire,— and greater still, in the kingdom
of Fife, I know it. Year by ycar have the mem-
bers in attendance at the ‘Churches in countr
parishes increased ; year by year has the roll of
their communicants been augmented—of course
with an increasing population so far. Some of
the Highland and northern parishes furnish an
exception to what I have said in reference to the
prevalence and predominancy of the Church of
Scotland. In the town of Glasgow, however,—in
the city churches,—-1 will leave out one if you
please, but generally, we are filling up. Every
year, every half-year, every month, very many
more sittings are being taken. (Cheers.) We
have more communicants by hundreds than we
had at the period to which I allude ; and if our
friends saw the certificates that are brought to us
by those wishing to become communicants, they
would be astonished at the quarters from which
they eome. (Cheers.) We may be maligned ;
we may he kept down for a_time ; but if we do
our duty as individual members and ministers of
the Church we will outlive it all. (Cpntinued
cheering.) I am delighted, even for the sake of
my friend Dr Strang, (the Chamberlain), that
seat rents are now just about what they were
before the Disruption, but. more, we are expanding
our wing- -we are now filling up day by day our
guoud sacra churches. (Cheers.) We are get-
ting young men every day to these churches. We
are licensing young men every half year, than
whom better never came out in the Church of
Scotland. Looking to the spirit of the age,
whatever is good in it let us imitate, and what-
ever is not good let us set ourselves firmly to
resist it. (Cheers.) All these things are pleas-
ing ; and our quaod sucra churches, which more
particularly form the subject of congratulation
to-nizht, have much to encourage them. The
congregations have much to hope for, because
there are hopeful men coming out in the church,
(Cheers.) We will, therefore, erect our sacred
obelisk between Mizpah and Shem, and say,
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s Hitherto the Lord had helped us,” what we
have to do is to go on-—to hold up the banner of
the cross—to stand by the standards of our
ohurch--to preach the gcspel, fully, fairly, fer
vently—-to administer the sacrament according
to a purity which none in Scotland will deny-~to
exercise discipline with a steady but a mild hand,
—causing in our kirk sessions, and in every
Court, justice to meet with merey; what we
have to do is to attend to the flock in season and
out of season, by week day visitation, by death-
bed, and by sick-bed, prayers--to uttend pre-
eminentlv, and especially. I again say, to the
r, and then we have nothing to fear. (Cheers.)

The Rev. W. D HenNpersoN having been
called upon by the Chairman, proceeded to ad-
dress the meeting. He could tell them that
although St Peter’s Church had attained such a
degree of prosperity, it was not the only one of
the quoad sacra churches which was progressing
both in members and intluence. I may state to
you (said the Rev. gentleman) that I am the
winister, at least the temporary minister, of the
quoad sacra church at Laurieston. T came with
fear and trembling to empty walls—I came with
very great reluctance from a crowded congrega-
tion, although only fora time appointed there, It
was through the advice of one to whom the
Church of Scotland is much indebted that I am
lubouring at this moment among a worthy
people on the other side of the water ; and it
must be very grasifying to you to know that, in-
stead of having now empty walls, we have a con-
gregation averaging from 500 to 700. (Cheers )
Let our enemies who predicted the fall of the
Church of Seotland either take u glance at the
congregation of 8t Peter’s, or across the water to
Laurieston, and even in the quoad sacra churches
that were despised they will find yet men of res-
pectability, men of eminence, and men of wealth,
too, and men of piety. which is fur better, giving
the lie to the calamnies that were poured upon us.
(Cheers.) We have not only a church, but we
huve our Sabbath schools like yourselves. We
have seventy children in our Sabbath school,
under the management of eight teachers. Eight
teachers, it may be said, is a small number, but
they have great influence. Thisis very encourag-
ing to my fiiend Mr Cochrane, to myself. and to
all who are engaged in sueh arduous, I should
say such hazardous undertakings, But we do not
depeid upon hmnan strength. I know there is
great wealth in this great city ; [ know men can
do great things ; they have great influence ; but
if we depend on the strength of man we shall
fail. Let it then be the great aim of ministers
and people to place their dependence not upon
the arm of man, but on the arm of God, who
will deliver us from every danger, and make us
rejoice over all our enemies. (Cheers.)

A vote of thanks was then given to the Chair-
man, after which a parting hymn of praise was
sung, and the meeting broke up.

7 zr’uc’ @rrsbmfﬁa ﬁ.

MANUAL OF DEVOTIONAL EXERCISES
FOR THE SABBATH.

Many of the members and officers of the
Lay Association having long been of opinion,
that the publication of a volume coniaining
short practical sermons, would prove emi-
nently useful to those members of our church,
whose lot 1s cast in destitute 1bcalties, the
subject has received anxious consideration,
and we are happy to know that the project
has met the approval of many, whose opi-
nions havealready beenfavourably expressed.
Frequent al'usions have been made to the
subject in our columns, and we have often
pressed it on the attention of our readers, but
as the Association has resolved on making
an effort (provided they meet with due en-
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couragement) to carry into effect this desira-
ble object, we deem the present a suitable
season to submit to the attention of the
friends of our Church, a sketch of what has
been hitherto done in relation to thiy mat-
ter. In the number of the Presbyterian for
April, 1848, when treating of the pros-
pects and condition of our Church, we thus
referred to the proposed publication, having
been led to do so at the the suggestion of
Hew Ramsay, Esq., with whom the idea
originated :—

Tt has occurred to us, and we would merely
suggest it for the consideration of the Synod,
that an excellent method of remedying, to some
extent, the evils that are now felt, and that must
continue to be felt for snme time to come in a
scattered and constantly extending population,
from the want of an adequate supply of Ministers,
would be, that the Synod would, under the super-
intendence of a Committee, appointed for the pur-
pose ,prepare and publish a course of original
practical Sermons for every Sabbath in the year,
together with suitable prayers and notes of refer-
ence to such passages of Scripture as it wonld be
for edification to read, and send them forth to all
vacant Congregations, and newly formed settle-
ments, for the benefit of such Members of our
Church as may be found in such locations. A
few neighbouring families might thus assemble
for the worship of the Living God. according to
the custom of their Fathers, the most venerable
in years and Christian experience presiding.
Where Conaregations are already formed, but
without a Minister, one of the Elders best quuli-
fied, or, it might be, by rotation, might lead the
devotions, Many of our Ministers, moreover,
have more than one preaching station. The
Sabbaths on which one portion of their flocks
enjoy their ministrations, must be silent Sabbaths
to others. In these cases, also, great bepefits
would ensue. Issued in a cheap form, it might
become a useful Manual of Devotion, and find its
way into almost every family, and be read with
manifest profit within the fireside circle. But,
were there no other advantages to arise from
such a publication, than the tendency it would
have to secure the proper employment of the
Sabbath, and to establish the uninterrupted habit
of going up together into the House of the Lord
—these are of too great importance to be over-
looked or neglected. But we have every reason
to believe that far higher blessings would be
produced by it. We admit that there are some
strong objections to the Scheme, but they are
far more than counterbalanced by the numerous
and great advantages that with the blessing of
God would flow from it.  We would be far from
recommending in general a liturgical service. Tt
is not in harmony with the -pirit and genius of
our Church; yet in certain cases it may be desir-
able, and formularies have not altogether been
unknown in the Church of Scotland in earlier
times.

In July, 1848, the subject having continu-
ed toreceive theattention of the office-bearers
of the Lay Association, was brought by them
under the notice of the members of the
Synod then in session in this city. We
extract the following from an Address which
was presented to that reverend bedy by the
Hon.P. M‘Gill, President of,and a deputation
from, the Lay Association :

. The Lay Association have understood that it
is in contermplation to submit to the Synod, a plan
far the publication of a series of short services
for each Sabbath in the year, To the adoption
of this scheme, the Association beg leave to sub-
mit their most humble and earnest recommenda-
tion, In their intercourse with the various por-
tions of the Province, personally and by corres-
pondence, they have had peeuliar opportunities

of becoming acquainted with the great spivitual
destitution existing among our countrywen in
remote districts  Many have resided for years
beyond the sound of the *church-going bell”
and there is too much reason to feur that the
reverence for the Sabbath, and respeet for the
ordinances of religion, which are eonsidered so
characteristic of the Scotchman fu his native lan:!,
will, in sueh instances as these, fast fude and
disappear.  In the opivion of the Association.
the subjectaow aluded to, would, with the bless-
ing of God, afford some yemedy for this deplor-
able siute of things.  With the Bible, and such
work a~ this, in their possession, our scattered
adhercuts unprovided with a Pastor, or Congre-
gations for a time vacant, might assemble toge-
ther Sabbuth sfter Sabbath, to unite in the public
worship of God; and their early religious im-
pressions being thus muaintained and quickened.
mizht issue in many to the peaceable fruits of
vighteousness, through the gruce of God, and the
working of His Holy Spirit.

The plan above referred to was brought
formally under the notice of the Synod by a
letter from Mr. Ramsay, who has continued
to evince the warmest and most generous
interest in the furtherance of the scheme.
We exiraet the following from the synopsis
of the proceedings of the Synod, which
appeared in the August number of the
Presbyterian for 1848, as it shews that the
members of the Synod cordiaily approved of
the publication.

There was laid before the Synod a letter from
Uew Ramsay, Esq., in regard to the publication
of a work, consisting of Sermons and [evotional
Exercises, for the aid of Elders and others who
may conduct the devotions of Meetings for Wor-
ship, in settlements destitute of the services of Mi-
nisters, und for the use of families and individuals.
The Synod expressed their high sense of the
value of such a work, and of the kindness and
generusity of Mr. Ramsay, as shown by the
terms of the proposal contained in his letter; and
while the Synod declined taking upon itself such
a responsibility, as a formal sanction of the work
would imply. the Members declared that they
would cheerfully assist in the undertaking, both
by contributing suitable discourses, and by pro-
moting its circulution and employment in all the
places where it might uppear useful and desirable
to introduce it. -

The matter rested here, and no further
steps were taken, till in the latter part of the
past year, Mr. Ramsay liberally renewed to
the Lay Association the offers he had pre-
viously made to the Synad,

A Committee was appointed, to whom Mr.,
Ramsay’s proposal was referred, and we
insert here the Report of the Committee, as it
embodies a sketch of the plan which it is
intended 10 adopt in the publication, should
it be determined to ixsue it:

The Committee appuinted for the purpose of
reporting on the proposal of Mr. Ramsay, rela-
tive to the publication of a volume of Sabbath
Exercises, for the use of destitute congregations,
beg leave to report—

That immediately after their appointinent, they
gave the subject a good deal of consideration,
with the view of ascertaining the best method of
carrying out the proposition submitted 1o them.
They conceive that such a publication would
prove of great service in many parts of the coun-
try, and would, if published at a cheap rate, be
welcomed as a boon by many congregations and
individuals, now labouring under a deprivation of
church services and spiritual ordinances.

They accordingly recommend that the latter of
Mr. Ramsay’s liberal offers should be at once
acceded to ry the Association, and that so soon
as practicable, the work should be commenced



. . . : &
In accordance with the instructions given them ;

on their appointment, they addressed a circular |
letter to several of the clergymen of our church,
with the view of ascertaining whether the Asso-
ciation might look for their co-operation in the
eveut of the scheme being carried out. and they
have pleasure in stating that alveady favourable
answers have been received from several of the
parties written to.

The Committee would recommend that, should
the Association decide on the publication of this
waork. the volome should contain a series of fifty-
two sermons, or thereabouts, and should be ar-
ranged after the following system: —

Ist. A portion of Psahins or Paraphrases.

2nd. A short Prayer.

3ed. A portion of Seriptare.

4th A Psalm or Paraphrase.

5th, A Sermon or liiscourse.

6th. A Psalim or Paraphrase.

7th. A Prayer.

The Psalms or Paraphrases and the portions of
Scripture to be indicated only, not quoted, and
the prayers to be given only with the view of
being employed in cases, where no one shoulid he
present who would undertake that duty, extem-
yore.

They are of opinion thut the sermon should
be limited to nine columns, such as in the Pres-
byterian, of the largest size of type of the two
used therein, and that the remainder of the service
should occupy three columns, making in all equal
to four pages of the Presbyterian.

They would recommend, with regard to the
mode of publication, that the work should be is
sued either in twelve monthly numbers of large
octavo size, gach thirty-two pages of two columns,
or in four quarterly numbers; and they have us-
certained that such a work could be furnished at
the rate of 15s. currency, complete.

In the event of its publicatim being deter-
mined on, the Committee think that after all the
arrangements are completed, the attention of the
Sister Association at Halifax should be directed to
the scheme, nnd that its members should be invited
to take a part in promoting its dissemination in
quarters where it would be likely to prove useful.

The whole respectfully submitted.

H. E. MONTGOMERIE,
ALEXANDER MoRRis,
Montreal, April 10, 1849.

We have now placed the matter before
our readers, and we trust that they will
take it into their favourable considera-
tion.

We are strongly of opinion, that much
good will result from the proposed publi-
cation, and were we at liberty to mention
the names of those clergymen who have
kindly promised to contribute, we are
assured that it would be a sufficient gua-
rantee of the character of the work.

We will resume the subject at an early
day; in the meantime we would express a
hope that the undertaking will meet the
countenance, and obtain the support of
every friend of our church, as with them
rests its ultimate success.

THE MONTREAL ANNIVERSARY
MEETINGS.
RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY,

On Monday the 2lst of Jauuary, the
friends and Members of the Religious
Tract Society, assembled in the Weg-
leyan Church. Addresses were deliver-
ed, and numerous examples cited by the
various speakers, of the incalculable ad-
vantages that had resulted to many,

through the humble instrumentality of
tracts.

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

The followinz is an abstract of the
Report submitted,for which we are indebt-
ed to the Witnessi—

Number of Tssues in 1849, 73,235.
Value of gratuitous distribution....£ 52 19 8
Income of the Society for the year 323 5 0
Expenditure in the year............... 318 0 9
Value of the entire issues............ 383 10 0
The collection, at the close of the meeting
amounted 1O eveeeevereniiiiiienienian. eer 12100

CANADA SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION.

The Aniversary of the Canada Sunday
School Union,, was celebrated on Tuesday
Kvening, the 21st ult.

The following i3 an abstract of their
operations for the past year :—

Issues of Publications.....c.....cvveeees 16,712
Number of libraries issued monthly at half price,

and containing about 100 volumes each 73
Income of the Society..........eee.e. £403 12 1
Expenditure for purchase of books, &c. 399 8 10
Free grants in books to Schools in the

COUNETYaerarerrrsneeesrtniininnninineien
Collection of the evening...............

BIBLE SOCIETY.

On the 23rd, the meeting of the Mon-
treal Auxiliary Bible Society was held.

The following gives an idea of their
operations during the year :—

Issue of Bibles, and Testaments 7981
Income from all sources...........ouu.. £925 0 0
Expenditure......c..cooevuennenn. -
Collection at close of meeting.........

FRENCH CANADIAN MISSONARY SOCIETY.

On the 24th the French Canadian
Missionary Society, (Baptist,) held its
usual annual meeting in the same place,
but we are not in a position to give a
summary of its operations. The meet-
ing was addressed by a large number of
gentlemen, and the collection amounted
to £36 0s. 4d.

CORRESPONDENCE.

96 19 1
12 5 6

[The Conductors of * The Presbyterian do not hold
themselves responsible for the opinions expressed in
the comimunications that may, from time to time,
appear under this head.]

MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, QUEEN'S
COLLEGE.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE PRESBYTERIAN.

Sir,—You are doubtless aware of the
existence of the Missionary Association
of the Edinborgh University. The
members of that institution have ever
regarded us with lively interest, and ma-
nifested a spirit and a liberality towards
us worthy of their name, and the tender
relation they hold to us. Notwithstand-
ing the urgent claims of heathen lands,
and the still more urgent claims of their
own ncighbourhood, they have not ne-
glected to send us munificent Bursaries
for aiding and encouraging deserving
students  This they have continued to
do, not only without being asked, but
without even having their gifts acknow-
ledged, (at least by the students,) while
at the same time, they were receiving
grateful accounts of the disposal of their
moneys among the heathen, accompanied
with interesting details of the missions
established amongst them.
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It was not till they began to complain
of the want of similar accounts from us
in certain letters addressed to our excellent
Principal, the Rev. John Machar, D. D,
that we were stirred up to our duty.
About the beginning of the present sea-
son he laid these letters before us, and
with much feeling and propriety urged us
to comply with the wishes of the Edin-
burgh Students, by forming ourselves into
a Missionary Association. Accordingly,
on the evening of Friduy, lst February,
1850, we met for this purpose. It was a
delightful and impressive occasion—an
occasion which, we have reason to believe,
will be matter of pleasing reflection to
some who were present, in * other years
and other scenes,” which may be before
them.

Our excellent Principal, as well as the
other Professors, attended, and expressed
the delight with which they hailed the
formation of a Missionary Association
amongst us, entreating us by ‘any so-
lemn and tender considerations to prose-
cute the undertaking with the true spirit
of Christian Missionaries. T need not
speak of the effects of such impres-
sive and salutary addresses. With a
unanimity and cordiality which are seldom
seen in such circumstances, the following
Constitution was adopted, and Office-bear-
ers appointed:—

CONSTITUTION.

1.—The object of this Association shall be
the promotion of Divine Truth,

« 2.—All Students in this University, holding
the grand doetrines of the Evange-
lical Churches, may be admitted
members, by enrolling their names in
the Album of the Association, and
paying one shilling and three pence
each,

. * 3—The Association shall meet monthly
for devotional exercises, hearing ad-
dresses, essays, and missionary intel-
ligence.

4.—The business of the Association shall
be managed by a President, Vice-
President, Treasurer, Corresponding
Secretary, Recording Secretary, Li-
brarian,and a Committee of four mem-
bers, to be elected at the commence-
.ment of each Session.

* 5 —All members of this Association, hav-

ing finished their eurriculum, upon

leaving the University, may be elected
honorary members.

Art.

4

OFFICE-BEARERS.

Putron, The Revd. Joun Macuar, D. .
President, Joux CanpBELL, A. B.
Vice-President, 1)oxALD M‘LENNAN,
Treasurer, WiLLiaM JOHNSON, A. B.
Cor. Secrefary, DuxcaN Morrisox,

Rec. do. KexNeTH McLeNNAN, A. B,
Librarian, Joux HugH McKERRas.
FrEDERICK PETRY, Sen.
Davip WaTsox,

JaMes McLAREN,

PrTER Linpsay.

Our exertions, of course must at pre-
sent be confined to our own land,—to
those waste places of Zion around us—
especially to those of our brethren who
are ‘“longing after God in a dry and
thirsty land,” and who, with respect to

Committee of
Management.
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religious ordinances, feel what kind of
sickness that is which arises from hope de-
ferred; many of those neglected places,
“ where no water is,” will become fami—
liar to us by the warm and tender narra-
tions of those of our number who come
fromn such melancholy scenes of religious
destitution,  Such pathetic narratives
cannot but rouse a spirit of missionary
enterprize minong the students, and lead
them to beeome useful in this work, when
they yearly repair to their far distant and
widely separatedhomes. Itisevident,how-
«aver, that all the knowledge that we could
derive in this way would be meagre and
altogether insufficient for our purpose.
Accordingly, with the view of obtaining
a sufficiently extensive knowledge of the
religious state of the land, we have adopted,
at our meeting last night, the following
questions, which we would lay before the
country, relying entirely upon ministers,
and others to whom the Gospel is dear,
to send to the Secretary, if possible,
before the close of the crrrent Session, the
required information, or such as they may

consider suitable and subservient to our
|

purpose:

1. What is the population of your——2?

2. What is the proportion of Church-going
people in your ?

What religious denominations have places of
worship in your——?

What number adhere to the doctrine and
government of the Church of Scotlund?
Are there any vacunt congregations in your

?

6. Do you know of any localities where Con-
gregations wight be formed?

7. What number of families would unite in
each?

8 Do you find the people in such localities,
evince any strong desire for a stated mi-
nistry among them?

9. Can you give any information respecting
Bible Classes, Prayer Meetings, and Sab-
bath Schools in such places?

Have you any Missionary or Catechist en-
gaged, and what is his field of operations?

Could a Missionary be profitably employed
in any of these places?

How is the Sabbath observed in your—-—?

Do you know of any young men who are
desirous of availing themselves of the
advantages of our University?

Can they conveniently obtain the unecessary
preparatory education?

Can you propose any scheme, for aiding de-
serving young men who intend to study
for the Ministry ?

15. Can you give us any other information con-

ducive to our object?

3
4.

10.
11.

13.
13.

4.
5.

It becomes us to apologize to the coun-
try, for the bold, and perhaps unbecoming
position, which we have taken respecting
these questions, as well as the uncere-
monious manner in which they are pro-
pounded; but those who understand the
importance of the desired information
for carrying out our object, and the
impossibility of couching public ques-
tions in the elegant usages of conven-
tional address, will not readily despise or
neglect then). We feel assured that all
who love the Lord Jesus will countenance
us and rejoice in our endeavours. It is
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true weure few in number, without funds,

and without a name; but ¢ we shall lift up

our eyes to the hills whence cometh our
aid.”  Important as gold and silver and
high-sounding names may be, there ure
higher and still more precious requisites
than these. A band of warm-hearted
young men, knit together by tender and
endearing ties, impressed with the value
of immortal souls, and professedly assu-
ming a missionary character, are not
likely to be either unimportant or without
use in our land. At all events, we fondly
trust that by being brought more in con-
tact with scenes of spiritual destitution,
we will become more imbued with a mis-
sionary spirit; and that both our minds
and those of our brethren across the
waves will be refreshed and animated by
fraternal correspondence.

Yours most respectfuily,

Duxcanx Monrison,
Cor. Secretary.

Kingston, Tuesday, 19th Feb, 1850.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE PRESBYTERIAN.
2300 DAYS—DANIEL VIIL-4,

Sir,—1I have two reasons for request-
ing the insertion of the following article.

The first is for truth’s sake. I wish to
have my own opinion on the subject
critically reviewed—secondly, if it is cor-
rect, there eannot be, I think, a case
shown of a more exact and extraordinary
fulfilment of prophecy, and therefore,
more worthy of deep and serious atten-
tion; besides, it would serve, as a correct
epoch from which to calculate backwards,
the period of the commencement of the
70 weeks, Daniel, ix. 24.—and be
also a guide towards finding the dates of
the beginning of the other two notable
periods, ending with the birth and the
death of our Divine Redeemer, the
Lord Jesus Christ, as foretold, Daniel,
chap. ix. 25, 26. From a close and
attentive perusal of the texts. Daniel
chap. viii. 14, 15, and consideration of the
subject generally, I came to the conelu-
sion, that the 2300 days were literal,
calendar days, although I have wet
several commentaries that view them as
years. I have met but one commentator

: that considers them as I do, to be days

literally ; and that is Mr. Fleming,
whose opinion I saw in a newspaper
paragraph last year. But with respect
to the application of the period—about
64 years, I differ in opinion with Mr.
Fleming. He applies it to the sack of
derusalem by Epiphanns, while I am of
opinion that it is intended to apply to
to the sack and ruinof that city, and of the
temple and the Jewish polity by the Ro-
mans.

Those days arc called “ evening morn-
ing” days in the margin of the Bible,
and are so translated by Mr. Fleming
and by Mr. Hales; but Mr. Hales not-

withstanding treats them subsequently
as years.

This number appears to me to be an
isolated number, having relation to a par-
ticular object. The question put by the
saint is, « How lone shall be the vision?”’
and not how lorny to the vision. Mr.
Hale’s transiation is, “ How long shall
continue the vision?”  The answer is,
“Unto 2300 days:”” and which 1 under-
stand to mean during 2300 days, from the
first day of them to, or ¢ unto” the last,
inclusive.

From the 12 v. it scems, that the “par-
ticular object,” and the vision, are the
same thing, and mean the pntting a final
termination to the Jewish Temple wor-
ship, by the Roman little horn, which was
to wax exceeding great ; and not by the
Syrian horn, which declined, and never
came at all in contact with the true
“ Prince of the Host,” %and 11 v. The
period intended by those days is, I think,
that part, exactly, of the week of Danl,
ix. 27—in which the actual sack and
ruin of Jerusalem was accomplished by
Rome ; and that the week is computed as
current time, taking the first and last
years, inclusive, as were the first and
third days of our Saviour’s death and
resurrection.

I am of opinion that those 2300 days
are they, to which the Lord alludes,
Matt. xxiv. 22, which, had not the
period of that awful destruction been re-
stricted to them, or should it be permitted
to proceed, the depopulation of the world,
as it were, must be the consequence, -

The confirmation of the covenaat with
“many” during this week, appears to me
to be in the fulfilment of this decreed and
predicted event, wherein ¢ many,” in-
deed, near one million and a half of the
doomed Jews, men, women and children,
were for “transgression,” their idolatries,
solemn mockeries, and unrighteous be-
baviour, 8 c¢. 12 v., given into the hands
of the Romans to be by them extirpated,
and their dispensation and nation uprooted
for ever, 9 c. 27 v. In the midst of this
weck—seven years—the desolating war
standards of Rome, emblazoned with their
idol figures, were planted on the towers
of Jerusalem by Titus; the temple was
destroyed, and, literally, their daily sa ri-
fice was for ever taken away.

The siege was begun A. D. 67. In70
the city and temple were razed—the
midst of the weeks,—and in 78, Judea was
sold for the Roman Emperor’s use. An-
tiochus Kpiphanes did certainly set up
the abomination of desolation, idolatry
and war, in Jerusalem about 175 years
B. C., and thereby polluted the temple
and took away the daily sacrifice : but it
was only temporarily, but the Romans ac-
complished it effactually, and for ever,
even unto the consummation, or end of
time—Dan. ix. 27—Comp. Dan. viii. 19.

E. S. H.



RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

——

THE JEWS
SERMON BY DR. KRUMMACHER.

Leaving “the Pastoral Conference,”
held in Berlin last summer, Dr. Krum-
macher preached in the Louisenstadter
Church, a very eloquent and powerful
sermon on Ezekiel xxxvii, 21-28: “ And
say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God,
Behold, I will take the children of Israel
from among the heathen, whither they
be gone, and will gather them on every
side, and bring them into their own
land,” &c.* Besides a short introduction,
the sermon consists of three parts. In
the first of which, the Jewsare considered
as witnesses of the truth of God’s provi-
dence and revelation; in the second, as
the peoplo of the covenant ; and in the
third, as the future rhissionaries of the
world., Of the whole of the third head,
as setting forth the views of such a cele-
brated man as Krummacher, concerning
the future destiny of the Jewish nation,
we subjoin the following version, for
which we are indebted to the Edirburgh
Christian Magazine :—

* But when shall Israel’s time come? Perhaps
soon. Certain it is, that the Scriptures place the
universal conversion of mankind in connection
with the commotions and changes of the so-called
last time, and cspecially in close connection with
those divine judgments which are then to befall
and annihilate the kingdom of antichrist ; and
the reign of antichrist is hastening to its end,—
Satan’s time is fulfilled. The huge machination
0 overturn the old Christian world with its faith,
s views, its opinions, its morals, and its laws ;
and to substituse, in its room, a new world,
grounded on the principles of a hell-enkindled
philosophy. in which no God and no immortality
shall be believed, but in which man shall be his
own God, his own corrupted capriee, his only
law, and temporal gratification his only heaven,—
this Satanic machination is already well-nigh
watured! The war, which is now kindled un-
der blood-red banners, is no longer a strife of
political principles, but in its inmost nature, a
campaign of extermination, led by the ungodly
against the saints, by anarchy against all su-
premacy of law, by fanaticism against every
Christian thought,—a storming of heaven,—an
armed conspiracy against that which is divine
In every form and revelation ; and, but wait—
wait but « little, and it will clearly manifest it-
self as such ! Before we have bethought oar-
selves, the last squadron of the prince of dark-
ness shall be arrayed on the battle-field; and
beside the banner of the man of sin, wiil float
the sister banner of the Holy One. And Israel,
ton, for of this the Scripture speaks plainly, will
add to that fearful power, its fire-breathing con-
tingent of empoisoned troops ; and, according to
the prophecy of the old Jacob, ¢ Dan shall be a
Serpent by the way, an adder in the path, that
biteth the horse heels, so that his rider shall fall
backward’ Remember, O Prussia, that thou,
with thy King, ave first of all hated, and threat-
ened with destruction from that factious rabble !

ere must still be in thee a sound kernel of
moral strength, a might of faith, of piety, and of
true attachment to the ordinances of God),' or thou
wouldst not be regarded by the enemy as the re-
Presentative of the kingdom of God. But be-
ware, beware! ‘Thou earriest the enemy in thime
own bosom. Grasp thy breastplate and thy
shield. When the Lord shall come to judgment

‘:ll‘he entire discourse is to be found in the thirty-

thir p of the Neueste Nachrichten aus
“om Reicke Gostes, pp 326-365,

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

in storm and in tempest, thou wilt also receive
thy portion. DBut while this judgment shall be to
the one as scattering lightning, it shall be to the

shall succeed the conversion of Israel.

« And Israel being converted !—Oh! even be-
fore consulting the Scripture record, I esn ima-
gine what e great and ennobling manifestation
that will be. It will be such a manifestation as
the race of men has never yet scen. The whola
of that rich capital of gifts and mental endow-
ments, which still remains in this wonderful
nation, as in an inexhaustible mine, and even now
is so powerfully manifested, albeit generally in
an unhallowed manner, shall then be disclosed,
and freed, and excited, and purified, and sanctified
for the service of holiness ! The acuteness, the
wit, the fancy, the ingenuity, the power of lan-
zuage, all purified by the Spirit of holiness, and
subject to the peaceful scepire of the at-length-
known King of Israel, after repentance; for the
transzression of two thousand years bas broken
the heart of the people, after that Israel, among
the thunders of Sinai, before the tables of Moses,
and in presence of the revelations of their pro-
phets, to whom, with a giant unbelief, they have
shut their hearts, when they shall have bathed
themselves in a flood of tears, O Zechariah, I
know, even without thy announcement, that ¢ in
those days it shall come to pass, that ten men
shall take hold, out of all languages of the
nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him
that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for,
we bave seen that God is with you.” O Ezekiel,
thou needest not assure me that the heathen will
then discover that Jehovah is the Lord who
maketh Israel blessed, when His sanctuary shall
be among them for ever. We believe, even
without thee, O Paul, that the conversion of
Isracl will be a resurrection festivalage, lifefrom
the dead. We know and believe, that the man-
child, born of the fleeing woman, clothed with
the sun, and of whom it is declared, (Rev. xii. 5,)
that he will rule all nations with a rod of iron,—
that is, as a missionary, subject them to Christ,—
is none other than Israel in the time of his resto-
ration. Israel returns back to his land under
the banner of the heavenly Jerusalem, and hence-
forth fulfils his high calling as the missionary of
the east. With what marvellous effect did not
the first assembly at Jerusalem influence all
around ! But think of all Israel filled with the
Holy Spirit, and arrayed on the Lord’s side!
That will be the glorious legion—that the pha-
! lanx of God, that will subdue the world !

“Thus it is a noble work to which we dedicate
our exertions, and a burning light of mighty ex-
«pectations in which we accomplished our labour.
Oh ! help ns! We are building the fairest
temple that the world ever saw. Let Israel have
a place in your hesrts,—he is worthy of your
inmost adoption, and of your warmest love.
Prophecy unweariedly to the wind, that He may
come from the four winds, and breathe upon the
slain. Assuredly He will not delay. Yes, the
time approaches, it is nigh at hand, when Israel,
in a still more noble sense, wiil say with the
Roman emperor Julian, O Galilean, thou hast
vanquished at lust! Blessed be the King of
Israel ! Amen.”

The ensuing intelligence respecting the
state of portions of Continental Europe,
will be found interesting:—

HUNGARY.

The eyes of Europe are, at this moment, at-
tracted to Hungary. It isimpossible for Protes-
tants to be indifferent to the contest recently ear-
ried on by a nation who number upwards of 2,000
Protestant ministers, and 2,000,000 of people pro-
fessing the same faith. Of those, about a million
and a-quarter (Magyars) are Calvinists, and are
represented by thirty-four Synods. We extract
the following brief sketch of the origin of the
Hungarian nation :—
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“The lands which constitute the present
kingdom of Hungary, were known to the Romans

under the name of Ducia and Pannonia ; the
: y

other as a refreshing shower; and inits train °

were conquered by the Emperor Trajan, and
colonized by him and his successors, with settlers
from different parts of the Roman empire. This
colonization must have been very numerous, and
such as to give an entirely Roman character to
the inhabitants of the country, because their
descendants have, notwithstanding the lapse of
ages, and the many foreign invasions to which
they have been exposed, retained even now the
Roman name and language. They speak a kind
of corrupted Latin, and they call themselves
Roumoon. i. e., Romaps, although they are
generally known under the name of Wallachians,
They inhabit chiefly the eastern parts of Hun-
gary and Transylvania, and form the bulk of
the populations of the principalities of Moldavia
and  Wallachia. During the 5th and 6th
centuries, the Slavonians eame from beyond the
Carpathian mountains, and established their
dominion over the western part of that country.
These two nations were conquered by the
Magyars, or Hungarians Proper, who, haxing
arrived from Asia, founded the kingdom of
Hungary about the beginning of the tenth cen-
tury. The Hungarian state was thus composerd
of a population belonging to three different races,
entirely distinct from each other by origin and
language,—-viz., the Magyar. or Hungarian Pro-
per, the Wallachian, and the Slavonic,—which
is the largest of all ; its number having been
increased by the addition of the kingdom of
Croatin, inhabited by that race, and which, after
the extinetion of its native dynasty at the begin-
ning of the 12th century, chose for its monarch,
Coloman, first King of Hungary ; and, at a later
period, by emigration from Servia, to these three
races were gradually added u considerable num-
ber of Germans, who setiled in Hungary at
different periods, but particularly under the
Austrian dominion.”— Edinburgh Christian Ma-
gazine.

GERMANY.

The Wittenbery Conference.—In the city of
Wittenberg there still stands unchunged. the old
church in which Martin Luther (the 31st
October, 1517) published his famous ninety-five
theses, which were the signal for the glorious
Reformation. In its pulpit he and Melancthon
preached the doctrines of salvation by free grace
—justification by faith alone, Whin its walls
listening crowds, 330 years ago, have been turn-
ed from darkness to light—from serving Romish
idols to serving the living and true God. It was
in this church that 500 clergymen met in Sep-
tember, 1848, for the purpose of lifting up a
testimony in favour of the same life-giving
truths, and for beginning a new Reformation
among the infidel masses of Germany. There
were present at this conference, representatives
of the four great branches of the German Pro-
testant Church,—viz, the Lutheran, Reformed,
United Prussian, and Moravian. Men most dis-
tinguished at once for their learning, piety,
and influence, took a leading part in the delibe-
ations of the meeting. The names of many of
those men are familiar to some of our readers ;
such_as Hengstenberg, Julius Muller, Nitzsch,
argd Krummacher (author of Elijah the Tishbite),
with others equally well known abroad, as
profound scholurs, aud faithful pastors, The
conference lasted for three days. There was the
freest discussion of the important and often
perplexing questions which successively present-
el themselves for their dccision; but the
greatest harmony and brotherly love, with an
ardent, devotional spirit, prevailed. An alliance
was formed between the Churches, and not
between individuals only, as in the LEvangelical
Alliance of our own country, The following are
the principal objects of this alliance :—

L. To show the fundamental unity of the
Protestant Church.

2. To bear a common testimony against the
different adversaries of the Gospel.
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8. To give mutual aid and advice.

4. To act as arbiter, or mediator, if difficulties
arise between the Churches that are members of
the league.

5. To maintain and defend all the rights and
privileges secured to the Kvangelical Chureh,
cither by the fundamental laws of the empire, or
by the various state constitutions.

6. To give advice to isolated evangelical
Churches, both in and out of Germany.

7. To form and maintain encrgetically the
bond of nuion with all the evangelical Churches
of Europe, and the world.

8. To prosecute all works of Chritian charity;
and particularly that of home missions, tor the
evangelization of the nominally Christian world.
The following resolutions were also unanimously
adopted, after a full discussion :—

1. “ The German Evangelical Churches shall
form an Evangelical Alliance, which shall not be
a fusion of different confessions, but ouly a con-
federation, embracing all the Churches founded
on the doctrines of the Reformation ; that is to
say, the Lutheran, Reformed, United, and Mora-
vian Churches.”

2, “Lvery Evangelical Communion which shall
join this Confederation, shall preserve its pusition
relative to the state, and its integral organiza-
tion, confession, and ritual, without any inter-
ference of the confederation on the subject.”

3. “ Each Member of the future Assembly
shall be bound to declare, that his faith is in
accordance with the confession of his own parti-
cular church, and that his acts in the Assembly
shall be in conformity with this confession.”

Our readers will be able, from those facts, to
form a judgment for themselves us to the nature
anl ubjeets of this league. For ourselves, we
attach the greatest possible importance to it.
The religious state of Germany is calculated to
rouse the energies, and call forth the united
prayers of every minister and layman in it, who
has the interests of his country and of Christi-
unity at héart. Hundreds of the clergy are blind
leaders of the blind. Under the garb of heralds
of the Gospel, and assuming the name of
« Friends of Light,” they are the greatest enemies
to the light and life of Christian faith and prac-
tice. Pantheism and socialism, accompanied by
unparalleled profligecy and blasphemy, are
deluging the land, and lonsening all the bonds
of social,order, A mock charity, which con-
founds all right anid wrong, truth and ecror, has
enervated the exertions of professing friends of
evangelical truth.

Speaking of the state of the German congre- |

gations, the excellent Mr. Kuntze of Berlin,
exclaimed at the Conference, ¢ We, alas ! have
no ongregations rooted and groundedin the faith
to call for aid. MNinty-nine hundredths of our
people have either fullen away from us, or gone
over to the enemy!” la the same strain the illus-
trious Dr.  Tholuck of Berlin writes, * The
absence of all true religion in our people i3
enormous, and truly frightful.  You can form no
conception of the deplorable influence, in this
respect, which political movements have exercis-
ed upon them. In Ilalle, all the churches, with
the exception of the small chapel of M. Aultield,
are every Sabbath almost deserted. My own
congregation is considerably diminished. In the
great city of Magdebourg, you will searcely find
a single church, during morning service, having
more than twenty, or twenty-five hearers !” We
do not wonrder that, in these deplorable circum-
stances, the conference, before breaking up,
should have resvlved immediately to commence
a Home Mission. 'The proposition was made by
Mr. Wichern. This reverend gentleman is well
known as having for the last sixteen years,
superintended, with indefatigable perseverance,
and extrasordinary success, the famous * Rauhe
Haus,” near Hamburg,—a * Redemption Insti-
tution,” which he himself originated, for the
reformation of vicious children, Having ourselves
visited this singular establishment, and seen how
admirably it has been managed, we shall, in
some future number, give an account of it. No
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man was certainly, in Germany, more able, from
his own observation and experience, to prove the
necessity, and to conduct the scheme, of a Home
Mission, than Mr. Wichern. Accordingly, when
he made the proposition.—in a speech of im-
mense power uni c¢loquence, giving a deplorable
account of the state of the lower orders in Ger-
many,—the whole assembly rose, and unani-
mously resolved to begin this great work
everywhere, and in every place ; to preach the
Gospel in the streets and in the fields, if neces-
sary | Since then, Mr. Wichern has left the
“ Rauhe Haus,” and devoted himself, with great
success, to the organization and work of the
Home Mission. A conference is aguin to be held
on the 11th and 12th of this month ( September )
in Wittenberg; and we canuot but express the
desire and hope, that every reader who prays
* Thy kingdom come,” will, on the mornings of
the 11th and 12th, remember those brethren at
the throne of grace. aud ask for them the Spirit of
wisdom, faith, love, and “sound minds ;” and
that they may be made instrumental for reviving
God's work in Germany,—Edinburgh Christian
Magazine.
FRANCE.
RELIGIOUS ANNIVERSARIES IN PARIS.

1 The Refigious Tract Society have issuel,
during the last year, 605,000 tracts. Some of
them are eminently tracts for the times, such
as * Letters of a working wman to his compan-
fous ;”  * Discourse on Communism ;” * True
Maternity 5 or, one must love the Father to love
the brethren,” &c. The income of the Society,
with the aid of the London Tract Society, was
about £17,000.

2. The Protestunt Bible Society.—Never was
there a period in the history of France, when
the Lubonrs of such a Society were more requir-
ed. Not Catholics only, but many professing
Protestants also, have not a copy of the Word
of God. Thousands of Romanists in the better
walks of life even, never suw one.in their lives !
Last year the Daris Bible Society distributed
4078 Bibles, and 7146 New Testaments. The
French and Foreign Bible Society have also
distributed 14,124 Bibles, and 38,429 New Testa-
ments.

3. Penny Protestant Society.—Its object is to
collect penny subscriptions from the working-
clusses, to aid the various Religious Socicties.
The rceeipts last year amounted to £360

4. French Evangelical Socicty.—lis aim is to
preach the Gospel in France. It is not conneet-
ed with any particular Church, It employs 27
ministers, 6 Evangelists, 31 male and female
teachers. It has expended, lust year, in the,
work of Evangelization, about £4600.

6. Foreign Missionary Sociely.—Its operations
are confined to South Africa. God has greatly
blessed its labours. It kas gathered ahout 2000
Bechuanus into regular churck fellowship. There
were 181 baptisms last year. One small African
church, consisting of 110 communicants only, col-
lected £48 for the Sovciety. Another congrega-
tion built a church for themselves, costing
£320! The Suciety was but very low the year
before last, from want of funds. But by the
exertions of the brothers F. and A. Mouod, in
Britain and France, and by the exertions of the
f.iends of missious in various parts of the world,
upwards of £3000 have been raised to mneet the
expenses of the present year.

7. Central Protestant Society.—Its design is to
labour in connection with the Nytional Church.
It has presented an interesting report. Its re-
ceipts amount to only £760.

We trust the collection appointed by the
General Assembly will more than make. up the
deficit in its exchequer.— Ib,

Tre Jews 1N Russia,.—The Imperial ukase of
1845, commanding that by the 1st of January,
1850, every lsraelite of the empire shall be prohi-
bited from appearing in the Jewish costume, and
shall adopt either the Russian or French costume
under pain of an annual fine, varying from 3 to 30
roubles, has been carried in into full execution.

EXTRACTS.

THE VALUE OF THE SHORTER CATE-
CHISM.

We extract from the English Presby-
terian Messenger for December, a portion
of a Lecture delivered at Exeter [Iall,
London, by the Rev. William Nicolson,
on the value of the Shorter Catechism as
a text book for Sabbath Schools. It con-
tains an earnest but truthful exposition of
the advantages, derivable from the con-
stant use of that invaluable little compen-
dium of sound doctrine. ‘l'o the fact
that the Shorter Catechism was in every
Scottish family a very household book,
much of the prominency as an educated
and a religious country of Setotland, is
due; and from its pages was derived
much of that sound scriptural knowledge
and familiarity with the doctrines of the
Christian religion, which at no very re-
cent date was so marked a characteristic
of Stf:‘otchmen in even the humblest walks
of life:

1. There is no better test of the value of any
instrument, than just the actual results which
have arisen from the use of it. We should be
most willing to rest the illustration of our first
point upon this ground. We must admit, how ever,
that our present locality is not the best for the
exhibition of these resulis. England, with ail
her greatness and all her glory, must submit o
the disgrace of having it said of her that she has
not nourished that child to which she gave birth,
when her learned and godly divines were con-
vened on Westminster's classic ground. This
noble offspring of the prayerful cogitations of the
Assembly of Divines, has obtained a more
lengthened residence, and a more affectionute
entertainment in the stern and sterling Presby-
terianism of Scotland, than in the courtly and
temporizing episcopacy of Englund.  And hence
it is in Presbyterian Scotland that we must look
for the palpable and practical fruits of a continued
and systematic use of the Assewbly’s Shorter
Catechism,

Scotland has long occupied an honourable
prominency smong the nations, as an educated
country. ‘That prominency has not been so much
the result either of refinement aud polish, or of
scientific research, as of that sound, substantial,
and seriptural knowledge by which, generally
speaking, the common people in Scotland have
beeu characterised ; and I ouly state u fact which
is well known to all who are ncquainted with the
circumstances of the country, the habits of the

eople, aud the system of instruction common-
y followed, both in schools and in religious
families, when I say that this sound scriptural
knowledge, which has so long honourably distin-
guished the very peasantry of Scotland, has been
owing, in no small degree, to the use of the
Assembly’s Shorter Catechism. Whatever may ~
be the case now, it may at any rate be uffirmed
that at no very distant period, it would have
been & rare thing to find any respectable schoul
in which the Shorter Catechism was not taught,
And whilst it was a reuular schogl book, it wus
also a regular family book. Inevery well-ordered
family. in Scotland, the Bible and the Shorter
Catechism were considered necessary and iudis-
pensable items in the furnishing of the house :
and often were they conjoined in the religious
exercises of the fumily. I know not one feature
in the picture of a religious family that to this
hour stands out more vividly to my mental eye,
or recurs more delightfuily to my own fondest
recollections of other days, than that of the
Sabbath evening ecatechising—when parents be-
loved presided over the little seminary of sons
and daughters, and when the question to euch in



turn went circling round, till the appointed por-
tion for the evening was finished. We have long
since learned to estimate more highly than we
did ut the time, the mighty efficacy of such a
mode of household instruction in the formation
of character, and in giving a right direction to
the mind in the important concerns of religion,
If in more vecent times the standard of religious
character among the general mass of the popula-
tion has been lowered, it might be an interesting
problem for some religious statist to ascertain,
and demonstrate how far the relinquishment of
the family use of the Shorter Catechism muy
have been the cause of it.  But at any rate, the
fuct that contemporuneously with the general use
of this book, there has been a high and happy
state of religious character prevailing, forms un
important clement in the evidence which justifies
that verdict of commendation which has been
universally awarded to the book wherever it has
been admitted into general use.

Now, if it be a suitable and valuable book for
family instruction, it may be regarded as not only
& just, but a necessary inference, that it must be
equally suitable and valuable as a Sabbath-school
book.” The identity of the kind of instruction
given in the family and in the Sabbath-school
plainly implies this. Sabbath school teaching is
not designed to supersede, but rather to supple-
ment family teaching. 'The parent can never be
released from his obligation to teach his own
children. But as, in many cases, this is neglect-
ed, or very inefficiently performed, the alterna-
tive has arisen, either that multitudes of youths
must be allowed to grow up in ignorance of the
truths of religion, vr they inust be taught at the
Sabbath school. Now, just as we would most
earnestly recommend every parent to teach his
chitd the Shorter Catechism, so we would recom-
mend every Subbath-school teacher to employ
that same invaluable class-book.  And if we may
see evidence of its excellence for such a purpose,
In the important results which have arisen from
the use of it, wemay also arrive at the same con-
clusion by an examination of the work itself.
And here a question suggests itseif, namely—

What ought to be the churacteristics of a class-
book for a Sabbath-school ? In reply to this
question, we remark in the first place, that such
8 class-book ought to be one of simple state-
ment, not of elaborate illustration. Now, such is
the character of the instruction furnished by the
“ Shorter Catechism.” Lvery question is answer-
ed by a simple statement of Divine truths ; any
one of which, indeed, may be amplified and
enlarged upon, by the judicions and intelligent
teacher, but all of which are in themsclves plain
and simple statements, conveying distinet and
Intelligible views of doctrine or of duty. When
we laok into the Ca’echism itself, with the view
of seleciing a question us an illustration of this
chatacter of the book, we feel our only difficulty
to be the admirable fitness of every one of them
for this purpose. All so aptly illustrate our re-
mark, that we scarcely know which to fix
upon. Let us, then, just begin at the beginning.
The very first guestion proposes a most impor-
tant problem for solution *—¢ What is the chief
end of man ?”  The vast magnitude and impor-
tance of this question surcharge our whole soul.
83 soon as it is proposed. And were it not, that
we who have been familiar with the * Shorter
Catechism ” from our boyhood, have the answer
ready upon our lips as soon as the question is
asked ; we might feel that the duties, obligations,
and interests involved in it, were almost too vast
and manifold to e embodied in a single answer to
a single question.And yet with what admirable
conciseness, simplicity, and comprehensiveness, is
f is question answered in one short sentence—
*Man’s chief end is to glorifyGod,and to enjoy him
forever.” This singularly appropriate and com-
prehensive answer is more like some Divine sen-
tence of inspiration, than the result of mere human
Judgment. Let any one just lay this answer
aside, and put it out of his view as if it had never
beey, and take the quepstion, as if still unanswer-
ed, and then try his hand at framing an answer
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to it 3 and he will probably, for the first time, be-
come aware of the inimitable beauty and propriety
of that answer, which the Westminster Assembly
were directed to give.  Or suppose, for illustra-
tion of the same point, that inimitable reply
given to the question,* What is God ?” We need
not wonder at the silence and awe which are said
to have pervaded that interesting Assembly,
when that question was proposed, and the diffi-
dence which was felt in venturing to give an
answer to such a question. But we may well be
thankful, that the Spirit of truth should have
guided the thoughts and the lips of a member of
thut Assembly, slowly and deliberately, as if
giving utterance to the internal suggestions of
heavenly wisdom to enunciate that singularly
full and comprehensive, yet simple and concise
form of words, which constitutes the answer to
the question, ¢ What is God ?”

Now, we might point to all the questions with
their respective answers, in this singular produc-
tion, and from them all, one by one, demonstrate
the truth of our statement, that the Assembly’s
# Shorter Catechism ” conveys instruction by
plain, direct, simple statement. In the question
last quoted, which refers to one of the most sub-
lime and mysterious doctrines of religion, there
is no attempt at illustration, no amplification, no
argumentation : * God is & spirit, infinite, eter-
nul, and uuchangeable, in his being, wisdom.
power, holiness, justice, goodness and truth.” Here,
every word is asentence. And although all the
answers do not contain the same amount of
meaning in equally concise terms, yet all of
them contain much in little, and thus sustain the
appropriate character «f a text-book ; giving at
once a concise and a comprehensive view of
Divine truth, and furnishing the groundwork of
extended interrogatory instruction. ‘The same
remarks will apply to the question regarding
Christ, that we have now offered on the question
regarding God: * Who is the Redeemer of God’s
elect 7’ Answer: * The only Redeemer of God’s
elect, is the Lord Jesus Christ, who being the
eternal Son of God, became man, and so was, and
continueth to be, God and man, in two distinet
natures and one person forever.” In these few
words we have the fullowing doctrines:—Christ’s
son-ship. his eternity, his incarnation, and his
distinet personality;—and all these set forth by
simple and direct statement. Mr. Paterson, in
his admirable system of theology, fuunded upon
the ** Shorter Catechism,” and counsisting of an
analysis and explanation of the several questions,
has a statement of no less than seven doctrines
upon this question. And in Fisher's « Catechism,”
which is an explanation of the * Shorter Cate-
chism,” by qunestion and answer, there aie no less
than forty-one questions with their answers,
upon this one statement concerning the person
and charaeter of Christ, as the only Redeemer of
God’s elect. All this shows how rich and preg-
nant with Divine truth these questions are, and
how admirably adapted for furnishing topies of
instruction to the young. The simple and concise
statement of truth which they contain, are fitted
to convey to the mind of the learner, in easily-re-
membered terms, 8 comprehensive view of Bible
doctrines; and to suggest to the teacher a rich
and varied store of topics for questionary instrue-
tion. This is a character, then, which, as you all
know, belongs to the * Assembly’s” Catechism
throughout, and we shall not further enlarge upon
it .

We remark, secondly, that another element of
excellence in the ¢ Shorter Catechism,” us an
educational text-book, is its systematic construc-
tion. It would be a serious mistake to suppose,
that system is unnecessary in the education of
children. If the systematizing of science, and of
every department of knowledge, be found advan-
tageous to the maturest minds in the prosecution
of study, it would be difficult to show why it may
not be advantageous to the least matured. A
right classification of subjects always agsists the
wind in forming distinct conceptions; and as
religion embraces both doctrine and duty, it stands
to reason, and commends itself to the common
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understanding of mankind, that in the study of
Divine truth there should be a c’assification of
the subjects of our study, aceording to this two-
fold division of doctrine and duty. This accord-
ingly is done in the Assembly’s Catechism. After
the three first questions, which are introductory
and preliminary, the whole of what we may call
the first part, onwards to the thirty-eighth ques-
tion inclusive, is strictly doctrinal and didactic.
And then the secoud part, commencing with the
thirty ninth question, is perceptive and practieal,
containing a view of Christian duty. But not
only is this twofold division distinetly marked,
but there is also a clear systematic arrangement,
of the doetrines themselves. The fourth question,
to which we have alrcady particularly adverted,
forms the starting puint in this system of doctrine.
The doctrine which lies at the foundation of all
religion, is that of the being and perfections of
God. Hence the question, What is God ? Then
the subsequent questions proceed in regular
sequence to treat of the persons in the Godhead,;
the Divine decrees,—the execution and fulfil-
ment of the Divine purposes in creation and provi-
dence,—the full, and its consequences,—the work
of redemption,—the character and offices of the
Redeemer,—the application of the benefits of
redemption by the Holy Ghost,—the justification,
adoption, and sanctification of the believer,—tho
benefits thereby resulting at death, and the resur-
rection. lIlere we have a beautiful and consecu-
tive course of doctrinal divinity, all embraced
within the short compass of thirty-five short
queries, with their coneise and comprehensive re-
plies. It isimpossible to imagine anything more
beautifully adapted to the purpose of instruetion,
The very acquisition of being able to repeat
these thirty-five questions, even without explan-
ation, mus( necessarily involve a very considerable
amount of religious knowledge. " For it may
fairly be questioned, whether so large a measure
of sound scriptural truth is any-where else to Le
found within so short a compass.

SOME ACCOUNT OF THE METRICAL
VERSION OF THE PSALMS.

We have much pleasure in publishing the
subjoined interesting account of the Metrical
Version of the Psalms,in use in our churches,
in compliance with the requextof a cories-
pondent.  We believe the information con-
tained in ity will be new to many of our
readers, and interesting to all. The simpli-
city of our version and its close adaptation
to the very words of the sacred volume,
eminenily fit it for awakening devotional
sentiments, and endear it to every Presby-
terian.  Owing to the attention of the saine
correspomfent, we will be enabled to present
in an early number a companion sketch by

‘the same author, containing an account of

the adoption by the Church of Scotland of
the Paraphrases now in use.

( From the Scottish Christiun Herald )

The metrical version of the Psalms, at present
and for a great length of time in use in this
country, (Scotland,) bears upon the title-page to
be  Translated an ldilizently compared with the
original text and former translations; more plain,
smooth, and agreeable to the text than any here-
tofore;” and wmoreover, * To be allowed by the
authority of the General Assembly of the Kirk
of Sentland, and appointed to be sung in congre-
gations and families” It was in the year 1649
thut the subject of the Psalmody was tuken up
by the General Assembly. Urgent and repeated
representations had been made to them respect-
ing the necessity and importance of new-model
ling and improving the metrical translation then
in use, and they at length resolved on adopting
mensurcs for the execution of this difficult and
delicate task. The resolutions of that Venerabls
Court, however, did not extend to an entirely new
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transl:tion,—as besides the old paraphrase then |

in use, and which, though grown somewhat anti-
quated, and not simple and literal enough, was
yet possessed of many excellencies, there were
several Psalters by private individuals,—by the
collation of which, it was thought, ample mate-
rials might be obtained towards the completion
of an improved version; and, accordingly, in the
instructions given to the Committee, they re-
commended them “to make full use of the Psal-
ters of Rowallan, Zachary Boyd, and other poe-
tical writers.” Sir William Mure of Rowallan—
who sppears to have been eminently qualified by
his piety, correct taste, and poetical talents, for
furnishing his church and country with a metri-
cal version of the Psalms,—published, in 1639,
the whole Psalms of David in metre—a compo-
sition of which Principal Baillie, a competent
Jjudge, and one much interested in the subject,
wrote in 1644, while at the Westminster Assem-
bly, * That he liked Rowallan’s Psulter better
than any he had yet seen.” Mr Zachary Boyd
had also completed a metrical version of the
Psalms previous to the Assembly’s undertaking;
and as he wus a man extensively known and
esteemed in the Church for his piety and zeal, and
even for his supposed poetical gifts, his aid was
particularly requested in carrying into effect the
important work in contemplation, of providing
an improved version of the Sungs of Zion for the
use of the churches. Whether it was, however,
that his poetical talents had been overrated, or
his translation, when examined by public autho-
rity, was found wholly unsnitable, from the irre-
gular measures and ludicrous images he delighted
to choose,—from whatever cause, Mr. Boyd's did
not meet with general acceptance; aund although
the flattery of his friends still continued to press
his poetical labours into notice, and several Ses-
sions were fruitlessly spent in discussing their
merits, there is reason to believe that the Assem-
bly altimately availed itself neither of his printed
work, nor even of his counsel and assistance in
the composition of the new Psalter. I answered
him,”" says Principal Baillie, “that his hopes
were groundless, and that it never would be al-
lowed in our churches.” The *other poetical
writers” alluded to in the Assembly’s recommen-
dation, were chiefly Sir William Alexander of
Menstrie, and Alexander Montgomery, a poet of
the Eglinton family, who respectively translated
the whole or a considerable portion of the Psalms
with great merit, but both of them in a style too
free, florid, andabovnding in poetical elegancies, to
be fit for the purposes of worship. The version
which united most suffrages in its favour, by its
gimplicity, smooth versification, closeness to the
original text, and the prospeet of getting it intro-
duced into all the churches of the three king-
doms, was that of Rous, an English gentleman.
It enjoyed the high honour of being approved of
by the Westminster Assembly of Divines; and
the Scottish Commissioners to that famous Coun-
cil sent it down to the Committeee appointed by
the General Assembly of the Church of Scot-
lIand for their examination. Thesgeneral excel-
lence of the translation was admitted; but whe-
ther there were things in it not altogether suita-
ble to the genius and form of the Presbyterian
Chureh, or whether, as Baillie hints, a prejudice
was created against it in the minds of some on
account of the author—who shortly after left the
Presbyterian cause and adopted independent and
republican principles—it is certain that his ver-
sion, though approved of. for its many excellen-
cies, was not introduced into Scotland without
being greatly changed. It received many alter-
ations and corrections from the Committee to
whom the task of revising the Psalinody was
instrusted—who expunged whole lines and verses,
amending some according to their own taste, and
borrowing others freely, both from Rowallan’s
version, and the ancient Paraphrase still in use.
The whole thus compiled, passed through the
hands of Rowallan, to whose pious care and poe-
tical judgment it was commended. It was then
sent out to all the Presbyteries of the Church,
to be farther revised and reccive any additional
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improvements that might be suggested; and afier
it had gone through all these successive stages of
careful preparation, it was deemed correct, adapt-
ed for the public service, and finally sanctioned
by the General Assembly. Stamped with the
approbation of the Supreme Ecclesiastical Au-
thority in the land, it was in due course ratified by
an Act of the Scottish Parlinment, at Edinburgh,
8th day of January, 1650. The tenor of the
Act is as follows:—* The Committee of Estates
having considered the English Paraphrase of the
Psalms of David in Metre, presented this day
unto them by the Commission of the General
Assembly, together with their Act, and the Act
of the late Assembly approving the said Fara-
phrase, and appointing the same to be sung
through this Kirlk; therefore the Committee doth
also approve the said Paraphrase, and interpose
their authority for the publishing thereof; hereby
ordaining the same, and no other, to be made use
of throughout this Kingdom, according to the
tenor of the said Acts of the General Assembly
and their Commissioners.”

The introduction of this version into public
worship, however, did not take place immediately
after this ratification; as it was not till the 15th
day of May of that year that it was publicly
used in Glasgow, and has continued ever since to
be the only metrieal version of the Psalms autho-
rised by the Church of Scotland. Notwithstand-
ing the many zealous attempts that, at different
periods, have heen made to supplant it by one
more in accordance with the niceties of modern
taste and language, no complete translation has
ever been accomplished which could stand a com-
parison with the ancient version, in respect to the
many peculiar qualities which a Psalter requires
to combine. Tndeed itis very questionable whe-
ther the introduction of these modern refinements
would not be made at an expense that would be
ever afterwards regretted by every friend to true
and spiritual religion, That there are uncouth,
quaint and obsolete expressions, rough and in-
harmonious lines, and rhymes that most indiffer-
ently correspond. are features in this metrical
version tno palpable and prominent to be con-
cealed or denied. But these blemishes are trivial,
and sink into insignificance, when compared with
the manifold excellencies that distinguish it,—
its fidelity to the original,—the simple structure
of its versification, and the extraordinary close-
ness with which it approaches to the style of the
prose translation, thus enabling the worshipper
to employ in his devotional strains, the very
words which the spirit indited. This is a quality
of pre-eminent importance, too highly appreciated
by every pious mind, to be lightly exposed to the
hazard of disappearing amid the refinements of
a modernized dress, and the extreme rareness
with which this scriptural simplicity has been
caught by the many successive adventurers on
this field of poetical experiment, conveys an em-
phatie lesson of admonition—to beware of inno-
vating upon a version which has been so singu-
larly successful, because so eminently fitted for
awakening devotional sentiment. Let any: one
compare the Psalms in this authorized version
with any of the Hebrew melodies, which have
come from the pen of Scott, Byron, Moore, or
evenof Montgomery,andothers whohavebreathed
a more pious spirit, and he will at once perceive,
that, whatever graces of elegant diction and me-
lodious numbers the latter may possess, as a spe-
cies of sacred and devotional poetry, they ap-
pear cold and insipid in comparison of the fervid
spirit, Pathns, and charming simplicity of our
Church’s version. ‘The truth is, it was composed
in an age when religion was flourishing in great
vigour, and by men who had drunk deep

Of Siloa’s brook that flowed

Fast by the oracles of God,—
men whose holy desire in the composition of
that Psalter, was to touch the heart of the wor-
shippers, not to entertain their fancy, or delight
their ears with the enticing words of man’s wis-
dom, and whose correct judgment led them to
study that simplicity of language, which, while
it presented no gaudy or meretricious ornaments

to divert the imagination, would render that most
interesting part of divine worship, which con-
sists in vocal praise, accessible to people of every
rank and every age. To what an cminent dezree
this end was attained, mo.t honourable testimony
was borne shortly afier its publication, by its
being republished in England, with a recommen-
datory preface, by Owen, Calamy, and many of
the most eminent divines of the Independent per-
suasion; and the same high testimony has conti-
nued to be practically borne by successive gene-
ations of Christians, and every sect and deno-
mination in our land, who have taught their
children to lisp their first notes of praise, and
who have in their highest and most delightful
seasons of Christian experience, as well as in the
solemn hours of their departure, breathed the
deep feelings of their souls in the howely, but
impressive stanzas of this venerable version. Nor
is it wonderful that they should; for all who are
familiar with it must have remarked with what
exquisite skill and taste, the versification is abrups
and rugged, smooth and flowing, according as the
sentiment of the Psalmist is sublime or pathetic,
joyful or penitential, expressive of sorrowful emo-
tions, or pervaded by the lively tone of thanks-
ziving and hope. To all these considerations,
fiounded on the intrinsic merits of the version,
may it not be added, that it has claims arising
from circumstances connected with the history of
religion in our land, which place it beyond all
competition? Its autiquity, its hullowed associa-
tion with the memory of the martyred worthies,
who often cheered their solitude and animated
their faith with its simple melodies, among the
glens of the Scottish mountaing; its being incor-
porated with the most venerable and valued
works that comprise the popular theology of Scot-
land; and the recollections of our early childhocd,
when the first lessons of Seripture were taught
us, through the medinm of the Psalms,—all these
invest this metrical translation with an interest
that must ever endear it to the heart of the Scot-
tish Christian.
JAMIESON.

From McPhail's Edinburgh Magazine.
A PLEA FOR THE OLD PATHS.

We are not without hope that the hour is draw-
ing near when the Church of Scotland may utter
her defence before Christendom, and vindicate
the position which she holds with the advantagze of
a fair hearing and an unsuspected character.
When the lamented secession of so many excel-
lent ministers took place in 1843, its immediate
effect was to prepossess the mind of the Christian
world against the Church of Seotland, and in fa-
vour of the party who then forsuok her com-
muanion ; and 3o unfavourably for the Chareh did
this prepossession operate, that any plea which
she urged at the bar of public opinion was re-
ceived with the rudest scorn by her enemies—
with a jealous suspicion by the public generally,
and by her very friends with ill-disguised reluc-
tance and reserve. Nonc but those who have
been taught by bitter experience can understand
how heavy the cross is, of heing the objects of
suspicion to the servants of God, and of seeing
fellow-worshippers pass by with nltered counte-
nance and averted gaze ; and this was the cross
which the ministers of our Church were called to
bear, without the consolation of being heard
with patient impartiality when they ventured to as-
sert their principles, or to claim the privilege of
self-defence. It was thought by many thata
good crisis had arrived in the religious history of
the world, and that a mighty current had begun
to set in that was destined to overturn the an-
cientand time- honouredinstitutes of Christendom,
and to issue in setting the worldand the Church
of Godin more direct antagonism. It is not
much to be wondered at that many were more
intent upon watching the direction and probable
issue of the great movement than upon listening
to aught that our forsaken Church had to say in
her own behalf : the more especially, as she was
taunted with being utterly behind the movement,
and in fact totally disowned and cast aside as an




istrument, by her blessed and adorable Head.
If at any time ministers attempted to speak of
the part that principle had to do in determining
their conduct, they were met sometimes by an
incredulous or scornful smile, and sometimes by
the coarse imputation of the most mercenary
motives. It was then thought no breach of
thut charity that thinketh no evil, to ascribe to
the ministers who resolved to sabide by the
Church, the love of her temporalities as the one
grand principle of their whole conduct ; and
they were thought to act most wisely who la-
boured on in silent and uncomplaining suffering,
without replying to course insinuations, or seek-
ing to justify their position by a public defence.

The complexion of things seems now, however,
to be rapidly undergoing a change, and men are
more willing to listen to our arguments, and to
interpret our motives more generously, than when
their minds were disturbed by the turmoil and
flamy promise of the movement in its early sta-
ges ; and this arises partly from a growing con-
vietion thut the Free Church will fail, by reason
of various impediments in the way, to accomplish
the mighty work which she sketched out for her-
self, and partly from the corrective influence
which time exerts upon the estimute of human
motives and human events. The great work
which the Free Church at her formation pro-
pused to achieve was nothing short of the evan-
gelisation of the whole country—a design which,
considered in itself, and apart from the unchari-
table exclusiveness involved in not taking into
account other Christian organizations, we readily
allow to have been a very noble one; but
there cannot be a doubt now, that in conceiv-
ing a design so extensive she assumed a posi-
tion for the maintenance of which she was not
possessed of the adequate resources. 1t is now
quite apparent to the most sanguine, that she
has reached the extreme limit for her power, and
at the same time fulls immeasurably short of the
high position which she originally designed and
Probably expected to occupy.

R 1s well-known that the leaders of the Seces-
Sion of 1843 vpenly avowed their determination
o seek the eutire overthrow of the Establish-
ment, and to make their arrangements as if no
such Church existed. The well known words
of Dr. Cundlish avowedly expressed the mind
of the Free Church, and every effort has
been made to realize the purpose which they
embody —* WE ARE TO MAKE PROVISION A8 IF
Tk EsTaBLISHED CHURCH HAD NO EXISTENCE.”

The idea of ¢ makiny provision as if the Estab-
livhed Church had no existence,” was embraced
by Dr, Chalmers with all his characteristic en-
thusiasm : and what was thrown out by others,
s a mere fetch of art, to humour a lucrative ex-
Citement, was recognized by him as a solemn
duty, and prosecuted with the hopefulness of an
Undoubting faith. The passionate energy of his
more youthful strength seemed to be re-awakened

Y the exigencies of the time ; and his earnest
and reiterated appeuls to the country were not
Without golden fruit. His princely merchants of
the west did not turn their backs upon their fa-
Vourite in the hour of his necessity ; and what
With the donatious of princely merchauts, and the
self sucrificing liberality of the softer and better
8ex, even his most sanguine anticipations appear-
ed about to be realized. Never did the Volun-
tary principle show fuirer to the world than when
thus showering gold into the coffers of Dr. Chal-
ers ; and it scarcely can be wondered at, that
“0e of his excituble genius, living and breathing
n the very heat and fever of the excitement,
should be thereby buoyed up with the hope of
lmmediate success in attempting to provide means
of religious instruction, commensurate with the
Wants of the whole population.

It would have been like speaking to & man in
the excess of a fever, to have lifted our warning
Volce during the heat of an excitement so agree-

le; but now we have reached a period of com-
Puarative calm, when an honest testimony has
Somewhat better chance to be listened to. Indeed,
Wecan now appeal tu certain facts which are
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beginning to stand out clearly to view, as the
rocks of the sea beach, which the tumbling waves,
and the blinding spray-showers rendered invisi-
ble for a time, rise cold, stern, and immovable, as
the tempest abates, and the tide of waters flows
back to its ocean bed. It has now become pal-
pable to the thickest sense, that when in the first
glow of her early promise, the Free Church rais-
ed between six and seven hundred churches, she
did not take the first step, as some fondly imagin-
ed, towards making provision for the whole popu-
lation, but had, by a sudden spasmodic effort,
reached the utinost limit of her power, and the
farthest verge of her territory. Nay, as a man
under some mighty stimulus, or even under the
fiery impulse of acute pains, will put forth an
amount of strength, which he afterwards, in his
more sober and heathful moments, struzgles in
vain to equal, so the Free Church now finds, that
not only is shke unable to ezceed her first great
effort, but that no exertions which she has subse-
quently made have been able even to make it
good. Some hundred or two of the churches al-
ready built, are found to be such an incubus upon
the energies of the Free Church, that overtures
are being transmitted to the Assembly of 1850,
praying that venerable body to consider what
shall be done with them. Whether the Assembly
cut the lashings ut once, and cast them adrift, as
entirely useless, or, as is more probable, throw
them, in the meantime, more upon their own
resources, and relieve the central fund of a por-
tion of the heavy weight ; one thing is obvious,
that the real working power of the Free Church
is confessedly inadequate to oceupy the space al-
ready marked off, and far less to “make provision,
as if the Established Church had no existence.”

Now, we note these points, assuredly from no
desire to glory over the brethren who have gone
out from us, or to seek gratification from a view
of the increasing difficulties of their position; but
simply, to prepare the minds of our readers to
receive the claims of the Church of Scotland with
more respect, and the opposing claims of a rival
Church with more reserve. Had the enterprize
which they originally avowed been successful, the
Free Church would have supplanted the National
Church, and the people would have thus been
robbed of the legacy which our covenanting
Protestant Reformers bequeathed to them; but
now after the unexampled efforts, and the for-
ward liberality of its supporters, the total and
entire fuilure of the undertaking is openly ac-
knowledged by all. We may now, therefore, hope,
that it will be generally admitted—as Dr. Chal-
mers frankly admitted, immediately before his
death—that & National Church is alone adequute
to Christianize the general population,

As the Free Church then is beginning openly
to yield ground, we would fain invite the geople,
in the poorer localities, to return to the Church
of their Fathers, and judge for themselves, whe-
ther her ministrations are not fitted to edify. Our
Church has always been so sinned against by
the glaring misrcpresentations, and tuunting re-
pruaches of her enemies, that we have always
felt persuaded, even in the darkest moment of
her trial, that she was to be reserved by her ado-
rable Head, for some gracious and merciful end.
It is better to be humbled and abased, and con-
strained to cease from man, than to be exalted
by a congsit of our great sacrifices, and Chris-
tian worth ; and it is safe every way to walk in
the valley of humiliation, though rendered more
impassable by popular odium, than on the moun-
tains of vanity, though rendered more enchan-
tingly attractive by popular applause. In the
oue case there is a promise of future exaltation;
and in the other there is a threat of future
abasement ; and even though our Church were
to be viewed as the foolish, weak, despised, and
base thing which they seek to prove her, we
would yet hope for her elevation to coming use-
fulness and honor. For hath he not chosen the
foolish things of the world to confound the wise;
and hath he not chosen the weak things of the
world to confound the things that are mighty ;
and base things of the world, and things that
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are despised hath God chosen, yea, and things
that are not, to bring to nought things that are,
that no flesh should glory in his presence. But
could we bring the Free brethrento judge of
her from their uwn ‘actual experience, and with
that freedom from prejudice which such an exami-
nation demands, they would find, that she has
profited not a little in the school of affliction, and
ought not to be scornfully set at nought, by any
to whom the interests of religion and the honor
of the Saviour are dear.

MISCELLANEOUS.

THE PRESBYTERIAN,

Among the different exchange papers which
we receive regularly by mail from &mada, we
always welcome with peculiar satisfaction, The
Presbyterian, containing, as it does, a great variety
of useful and instructive articles respecting the
Church of Scotland in Canada, in the other
Colonies, in Scotland, and throughout the world,
with a large amount of Missionary Intelligence,
Correspondence, Reviews and Extracts. In the
last number of this monthly periodical, we have
under the Ecclesiastical head a very beautiful and
affectionate obituary notice of the lust illness and
death of the late Rev. Walter Roach, minister
of the United Congregations of Beaubarnois,
Chateauguay, and St. Louis, which we intend to
transfer to our columns next week.—Halifax
Guardian,

We continue to receive the Presbyterian, the
recognized channel of intelligence regarding the
operations of the Presbyterian Church of Canada
in connection with the Church of Scotland,—a
periodical which is conducted with much spirit
and success ; and which, by the Divine blessing,
promises to be of great service. It would afford
us pleasure, did our limits allow, to make more
frequent extracts from its pages. As illustrative
of the missionary zeal by which our brethren
abroad are animated, we subjoin the following
account of & tour recently made with the sanction
of the French Mission Committee by the Rev,
Mr. Lapelletrie to the County of Gaspé, and the
country bordering on the Saguenay.— Flome and
Foreign Missionary Record,

Tue PRESBYTERIAN.—The present number
closes the second volume of the Presbyterian—a
periodical devoted to the interests of the Church
in Canada in connection with the national Estab-
lishment at home—the Church visited by the -
recent deputation from the General Assembly.
We have often had occasion to praise this excel-
lent work, which is carefully and ably conducted,
and is fitted to be extensively useful to our Scot-
tish brethren,and their descendants in theiradopt-
ed country. There is far more influence about
such a periodical, than might be inferred from a
mere glance at its contents—it is fitted to keep
alive the most kindly associations ; and it sup-
plies, in its essay and narratives, food for instruc-
tion, and incentives to right action. We would
respectfully say, that all the friends of the Church
of Scotland should support the Presbyterian.
To speak in & commerciul way, the price is quite
trifling—the article truly ~good.—Edinburgh
Evening Post.

This very excellent periodical progresses,
maintaining its high ability and excellent spirit.
We greatly wish any commendation of ours
could secure for it an extended favour in the
colony to whid® it does honour, and the Church
of which it stands forth an able auxilinry. The
reports of the proceedings of the Scottish Church
Courts to be found in its pages, must be highly
gratifying to our countrymen in Canada.— Edin-
burgh” Evening Post, and Scottish Record.

The Rev. Mr. Buchan, minister of Fordoun,
Kincardineshire (the native parish of the martyr),
is actively engaged in raising subscriptions for
the purpose of erecting & monument to the
memory of George Wishart, one of the earliest
of the reformed persuasion in Scotland,
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THE VOLUNTARIES AND THE COURT OF SESSION,

For many years past both the Voluntaries
and the Free Seceders have been in the habit of
arguing the great question of religious liberty in
Scotland on the assumption that it was con-
trolled by the civil power and the Court of Ses-
sion. First the one, and then the other, laboured
hard to convince us, perhaps without convincing
themselves, that we were clothed in the livery
of the legal authorities, and the Court of Session
—without our consent or their own consent, but to
suit the denominational or sectional views then
propounded and embraced by these parties—was
truly, or at least virtually, the *head” of our
national Churgh. This was a most fool-hardy as
well as spiteful -taunt on rhe part of our oppo-
nents, and rests eniirely on that kind of logic or
reasoning which would make Tenterden steeple
the cause of the Goodwin Sands, or trace the
rise of the Trojan War from Leda’s eggs. If the
Court of Session ever interferes with religious
bodies of any denomination, it is not n spiritual
interference, but generally a necessary or min-
isterial interference, in urder to attain to a right
interpretation of the laws of the land affecting
property—for most religious bodies are now
pussessed of property—where things carnal are
unavoidably mixed up with things spiritual,—
just as in the case of professors themselves,
whether they be of the United Presbyterian
budy, of the Free Church, or of the Church of
Scotland. An interference with the laws which
affect the property of the Church, is an interfer-
ence neither with the Church nor with the laws
of the Church, There is nothing spiritual in
questions about the ownership of stune and
miortar, about a grass or grain glebe, or so many
chalders of victual. Ifa Church has property,
so far she comes within the competence or juris-
diction of that court which has a right to decide
as to the laws affecting property; and if, because
the Court of Session exercises this jurisdiction,
it is therefure the “head” of our Church, then is
that Court the “ head” also of all other Churches
and more especially of the Uuited Presbyterian
Church, as may be clearly seen in the case now

ending before that Court, at the instance of
Dr. Marshall of Kirkintilloch, and others, Gf
course, we enter not at present into the merits
of that case, nor will we insinuate anything as to
its probable results, before the decision of the
Court be known, which will not be till after the
recess. All that we now aim at is the announce
iment of the *“great fact” that the Voluntary
party—yes, the veritable Voluntary Church in
Scotland—is now itself withiu the grasp of the
Court of Sessions that the morn which ushers in
the dawn of the first year of the second half of
the nineteenth century will see these great
spurners of th= State, and fierce contemners of
the secular authorities, themselves at last in the
power of the civil magistrate, and in patience
and in silence awaiting the final sentence of the
civil judge.

When the Kirkintilloch case is fully settled,
we certainly intend to enter upon it, on its merits
—but, meanwhile, we cannot help pointing out
how much more the National Church is inde-
pendent of the Court of Session, that the church-
es of the Secession.  In the hitigations which of
late have been going forward as to our quoad
sacra churches, have the cieed or principles or
spiritual things of the Church of Scotland ever
forimed elements in the matter of dispute ?
Would Free Church principles be pled. or if pled,
for & mument listened to, as an exguse for retain-
ing these churches? In that respect we are
clear of the law. while those who cry so loud aud
80 often about the power of the civil magistrate
cannot separate their doctrine from their worldly
«“goods and chattels,” und are therefure subject
to be arrainged and judicated infin each or buth,
which is by no means the case with the Church
of Scotland. By our union with the State we
give up none of our spiritual rights—we only
secure them. The State did not make or fashion
our creed, and then give it to us, but we made
and fashioned it, and then gave it to the State,
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and thereby made it both their creed and our
own, at least so far as Scotland is concerned.
There i3 no Erastianism here. Let the decision
in the Kirkintilloch case, be what it will—either
way will equally answer our purpose,—their
creed has been weighed in the balance of the civil
magistrate, and we wait the result with patience.
We must add, however, that after the very same
fashion may the Free Church creed to-morrow
be tried.—Edinburgh Evening Post.

Deatn oF Da. Parrick M‘Farvan.—It is
with sincere regret we find ourselves called upun
to announce the death of this distinguished eler-
gyman, which took place at his residence in
Greenock, on Tuesday, in the 69th year of his
age. The Rev. Doctor had been in the enjoy-
ment of his usual health till about ten days ayo,
when he became affected with constipation in the
bowels, which was the immediate cause of his
death. Dr. M‘Farlan was ordained to the minis-
try of the Church of Scotland in 1806, in which he
continued till the memorable period of the Dis-
ruption in 1843, when he abandoned his living,
and became a minister of the Free Church. I're-
vious to that period, Dr. M‘Farlan was always
considered to have held rather moderate opinions
on ecclesiastical polity, so much so that he was
regarded by the public simply as a Non-Intru-
sionist, he never having gone the length of advo-
cating the entire abolition of patronage, but only
a wholesome check put upon its operation in the
shape of an efficient Veto Act. The Rev. Doctor,
who was, during the time of the Non-Intrusion
controversy, minister of the West Parish of
Greenock (the richest benefice in the Church),
defended that act with great talent and ability,
both in the Church Courts and on the platform,
even after it had been declared illegal. Ilis
earnest advocacy of the cause, taken in connec-
tion with his high standing in the Church, as a
minister and a scholar, gave a powerful stimulus
to the Non-Intrusion party. glo man, however
much they might have differed with the Reverend
Doctor at that time, could but admire the can-
dour, straightforwardness, and purity of motive,
which characterized all his proceedings. The
result is well enough known. Dr. M'Farlan
became a minister of the Free Church, and occu-
pied, as he did in the Church of Scotland, a
highly honorable position in connection with that
body. He was one of the earliest Moderators of
the Free Church Assembly, and his death, we are
certain, will be deeply deplored throughout the
entire bounds of that Church, as well as by other
denominations of Christians.— Glasgow Herald.

CameBrLL’S DEATH BED.—12th June, 1844—
He has passed a tolerable night—sleeping at in-
tervals. By his desire I again read the prayers
for the sick—followed by various texts of Scrip-
ture, to which he listened with deep attention—
suppressing, az much as he could, the sound of
his own breatbing, which had become almost la-
borious. At the conclusion he said—*It is very
soothing !” At another time I read to him pas-
sages from the Epistles and Gospels—directing
his attention, as well as I could, to the comforting
assurance they contained of the life and immorta-
lity brought to light by the Saviour. When this
was done, I asked him, “Do you believe all this?”
“Oh yes,” he repeated with emphasis—I do!” His
manner all this time was deeply solemy, and af-
fecting. When I began to read the prayers, he
raised his hand to his head—took off his nighteap
—then clasping his hands across his chest, he
seemed to realise all the feeling of his own tri-
umphant lines :—

“ This spirit shall return to Him
‘Who gave its heavenly spark;
Yet think not, Sun, it shall be dim
‘When thou thyself art dark.
No! it shall live again, and shine
In bliss unknown to beams of thine,
By Him recall'd to breath,
Who captive led Captivity,
Who robb’d the Grave of victory
And took the sting from Death !”
Later in the day he spoke with less difficulty--
he said something to every one near him. To
his niece who was leaning over him in great anxi-

| ety, and anticipating every little want, he said,~-

“Come—let us sing praises to Christ”;—then
pointing to the bed-side, he added —** Sit here,”—
¢ Shall I pray for you?” she said—¢ Oh, yes"—
he replied :—Let us pray for one another!” In
the evening, & relation of my own, whom he had
known many years, and who accompanied us from
London on this visit, read prayers from the Li-
turgy at his bed-side,—and that Liturgy, of which
the Poet had so often expressed his admiration
in health, was a source ot comfort in the hour of
sickness. He expressed himself “soothed—com-
forted;” and, afier a few words uttered ina whis-
per. he fell into a quiet slumber. As we sat by
his side-—reflecting on what had passed—we
thought with Rogers :—
“Through many a year

We shall remember with a *sad’ delight

The words so precious which we heard to-night 1™
June 14th—At a moment when he appeared to
be sleeping heavily, his lips suddenly moved, and
in a slow distinct whisper, he said—* We shall
see * * to-morrow!” naming in the same
breath a long departed friend. After giving him
a ten-spoontul of some liquid at hand, he moisten-
ed his lips with it—adding as usual— Thank
you—much obliged ;” and these were the last
connected words we heard from him. Next day,
June 15th, 1844, he expired.— Dr. Beattie’s Life
of Thomas Campbell.

MoxomeNT To RarpH ErskiNe.—The inau-
guration of the statue of Ralph Erskine, one of
the Fathers of the Secession Church in Scotland,
which has been in contemplation for some time
past by the United Presbyteriun Church, took
place un Wednesday afternoon in front of Queen
Anne Street Church, Dunfermline, of which he
was long the minister. The statue, which is of
white freestome, was executed by Alexander
Handyside Ritchie, Exq.. and reflects the highest
credit on the taste and skill of that distinguished
sculptor. 1t stands on a pedestal made of the
same material, chastely adorned near the top
with an elegant wreath of flowers cut in the stone,
on which are inscribed the words *¢ Ralph Er-
skine.” Erskine is represented in the cpstume
of the period, which is at once sculpturesque and
graceful. The single-breasted coat with the large
slashed cuffs, the knee breeches, silk stockings,
and buckled shaes, have been sculptured with
wonderful fidelity, and, while an innovation on
what is termed classic art, this fine work proves
tha! genius can arrange modern costume in sculp-
ture in & manner to harmonise with the most re-
fined ideus of beauty. The figure, which is colos-
sal, is cut from a fine block of stone from Bavelaw
Quarry. We understand this monument will
cost altogether between £160 and £170. At the
inauguration ceremony, which was conducted
with masonic honours, the concourse of specta-
tors was considerable, notwithstanding the oc-
casionally unfavourable state of the weather, and
letters of apology for absence were read from
various individuals. After the statue was ex-

osed to the view of the nssemblage, the Rev.
Dr. Kidston of Glasgow offered up an appropriate
prayer, which was fullowed by the singing of the
64th paraphrase, the composition of Ralph
Erskine.

Kxrox’s House—At the weekly meeting of
ladies—promoters of the fund for reviving Knox’s
House—it was reported that the donations since
last meeting umounted to about £70, in which
were included contributions from various parts of
the country, from £10 downwards; and at the
sarge time, notice was received of contributions
coming from several congregations. The Com-
mittee were given, at the same time, to un-
derstand that Mr. James Smith had been
stréngthening and repairing the house, 8o as to
make it not only free of danger, but certain to
remain standing for many years. ‘The tenants
had been temporarily removed, and, while nothing
of an expensive or decorative kind had been done,
seeing that he had been limited to a precise and
very moderate sum, yet the building had been
made quite safe, This is said to put an end to
all law proceedings, either in superior or inferior
Courts,— Edinburgh Advertiser.



~ Tur Worb * StraH.—The translators of the
Bible have left the Nebrew word Selah, which
oceurs so often in the Psalms, as they found it, and
of course the English reader often asks his minis-
ter, or some learncd friend, whatit means. And
the minister, or learned friend, has most often
been ablized to confess ignorance, because it is a
matter in regard to which the most learned have
by 10 means been of one mind. The Targums and
most of the Jewish commentators give to the
word the meaning of eternally, for ever. Rabbi
Kimchi regards it as a sign to elevate the voice.
I'ne authors of the Septuagint translation ap-
pear to have regarded it as a musical or rhythmi-
cal note. Herder regards it as indicating a
change of tone. Matheson thinks it is a musi-
cal note, equivalent perhaps to the word repeat.
According to Luther aud others, it means silence!
—Gesenins explains it to mean: *“Let the in-
struments play and the singers stop.” Sommer,
after examining all the seventy-four passages in
which the word occurs, recognises in every case
“an actual appeal or summons to Jehovah.
They are calls for aid and prayers to be l.mard.
expressed either with entire directness, or if not
in the imperative, ¢« Hear Jehovah! or awake
Jehovah ! and thelike, still earnest addresses to
God that He would remember and hear,” &e.
The word itself he regards as indicating a blast
of trumpets by the priests. Selah itself he
thinks an abridged expression used for Higgaion
Selah : Higgaion indicating the sound of the
(Stringed instruments, and Selah a vigorous blast
of trumpets— Bibliotheca Sucra.

Sir Mosks MoNTEFIORE.~—~We are much gra-
tified to stute that Sir Moses and Lady Monte-
fiore safely arrived from the Holy Land in this
country on Thursday, the 13th. They landed at
Dover, and procveded to their seat at Ramsgate.
Lady Mont tiore has, we are happy to hear, com-
pletely recovered from her previous illness, The
money distributed by the philauthropic baronet
in the Holy Land, which we noticed at the time,
we know from good authority, amounted to no
less than £3000 ~ Having found that the distri-
bution of his munificent gifts by the overseers
was a partial one, he distributed the principal
sum with his owni hand. He has thus gladdened
the hearts of the widows and orphans, and as-
suaged thesufferingsof manyafflicted in Palestine,
without distinction of creed. Whomsoever he
found needy, he relieved. Such men are well
deserving of the noble title of philanthropist.
Lady Montefiore, we understand, assisted Sir
Moses iu this noble task of universal chavity.
Alas! that we have not many Sir Moses and
Lady Montefiores.—Jewish Chronicle,

. SapsatH Prize 'Essays.—At a meeting held
in the Ayr Free Church, Sandgate Sucet, on
Tuesday evening, the prizes wereuwarded to the
successful competitors for the Kyle Sabbath
Prize Essays, as follows :—1lst, Mr. David Lyon,
compositor, Ayr; 2d, Mr John Watson, compusi-
tor, Ayr ; 3d, William Lindsay, Bleach-
works, Catrine. The church was filled by u
humerous and respectable sudience.  Eloquent
and impressive addresses were delivered by
various geutlemen, among whom were Messrs
Smith, (brother of the authoress of the ¢ Pearl
of Days,”) and Macfurlane, delegates from Glas-
gow. In the course of the evening, a meruorial
trainst the new Post-office arrangements was
read by the Rev. Mr. Grant, and \manimously
dpproved of. A vote of thanks was voted to o.
F. Murdoch, Esq., for his conduct in the Chair,
and the meeting separated.

The Very Rev. Samuel Hinds, D.D., Dean of
Qnriialo. was on Saturday week elected Bishop of
Norwich. Dr. Hinds holds, it is said, the same

~Vigws as Dr. Humpden, and his confirmation is to
be oppused by some members who hold what are
ealled High-Church principles.

We understand that the Rev. H. H. Milman,
Rector of St. Margaret’s and Canon of West-
minister, will be appointed to the Deanery of St.
Paul's ; and Dr 'guit, Hend- Master of Rugby
Schual, to the Deanery of Carlisle, ’
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SaBBATH OBSERVANCE—SOIREE, On Thurs-

day night the Sabbath Prize Essay Competitors, |

and other friends of the Sabbath in Glasgow,
held a soiree in honour of John Henderson, Esq.,
of Park, in the Merchants’-hall. Wm. Camp-
bell, Esq., of Tillichewan, occupied the chair.
There was a large and respectable attendance
of ladies and gentlemen present—the hall being
filled to the door. On the platform were observed,
amongst other clergymen and laymen, Professor
Hill, Professor Eadie, Rev. Dr. King. Rev. Dr.
Robson, Rev. Dr. Smyth, Rev. Dr. Symington,
Rev. Mr. M’Gill, Sir James Anderson, Baillie
M’Dowall, Henry Dunlop, Esq., of Craigton ;
John Bain, Esq., of Morriston ; Hugh Tennant,
Esq., of Well Park; Wm. Brodie, Esq., &ec.
After tea, able and stirring addresses upon the
sanctity, valueand obligations of the Sabbath
were delivered by the Rev. Dr. King, Rev. Dr.
Smyth,and others. A beautiful address, elegantly
written, and richly framed, was then presented to
Mr. Henderson, in the name of the Prize Essay
Competitors, by Mr. George Smith, expressive
of their gratitude for his services in connection
with the observance of the Sabbath Institution.
Mr. Henderson returned thanks in appropriate
terms, after which the meeting broke up.

1t appears that agents of the Bible Society are
at present busy in Italy, and are even counte-
nanced by some of the priesthood, in circulating
the Holy Scriptures. As we have before observ-
ed, prudent, well-conducted measures of inter-
vention of this kind may be very successful at
present. Even the support given from political
motives to the antagonism set on foot against
Popery may tell on the result, and such aid,
though not the best to he desired, cannot be
disregarded.— Edinburgh Post.

LeGacies.—James Grant, Esq., late of
Cheapside and Blackheath, has bequeathed the
sum of £5000 to the British and Foreign School
Society, £1000 to the Ragged School Union, and
£1000 to the City Mission. Mr. Grant was a
member of the Committee of the British and
Foreign School Society, and had very decided
opinions in favour of Government aid to educa-
tion.

POETRY.

IMMORTALITY.
BY RICHARD HUIE, M. D.

Am Iimmortal ? Shall my soul
Survive yon glorious sun ?
And, while unceasing ages rol,

Shall my existence run,
As far from its eternal goal,
As when ’twas first begun ?

Immense idea ! *Tis in vain
] strive its breadth to grasp ;

As soon might I the swelling main
Within my fingers clasp ;

Or bid youo column sweep the plain
As limber as the asp.

Time was, I on my parent’s knees,
Woas laid a helpless child ;

Time is, I woo the mountain breeze
Upon the desert wild ;

Time will be, leaves from quivering trees
Shall on my tomb be piled.

But, when the desert, and the tomb,
And trees and all are gone ;

When sun and stars are wrapt in gloom,
And o'er earth’s startled zone

The hurricane has ceased to boom,
My soul shall still live on ?

On, on, when heaven has passed away,
My stream of life shall flow ;

On, on, when time and night and day
No lifting shadows throw,
et neither lunguor nor decay
Shall my young spirit krow |
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But ah ! when nature is no more,
And dropt this body’s load,

On what unknown, untravelled shore,
Shall I have mine abode ?

Or with what new born powers explore
The mysteries of God ?

I know not, and I ne’er shall know,
, Whilst here I drag my chain;
But, if God’s Spirit on me blow,
And I am born agsin,
Where’er my Saviour is I'll go,
And with Him live and reign.

There, there, where death shall ne’er destroy,
Nor suns shall set at even;

New strains of everlasting joy
Shall to my tongu. be given;

My Maker’s praise my sole employ,
His presence all my heaven.

MORNING HYMN.*

Now that the sun is gleaming bright,
Implore we, bending low,

That He, the uncreated light,
May guide us as we go.

No sinful word, nor deed of wrong,
Nor thoughts that idly rove ;

But simple truth be on our tongue,
And in our hearts be love,

Aund while the hours in order flow,
QO Christ, securely fence

QOur gates, beleaguered by the foe:
‘The gate of every sense.

And grant that to thine honour, Lord,
Our daily toil may tend,

That we begin it at thy word,
And in thy favour end.

LAY ASSOCIATION.

At the last quarterly meeting of the Offi-
cers of the Lay Association, Mr. JouN
Murray was elected Treasurer, vice A. H.
ARMOUR, Esq., and Messrs Jounx Camp-
BELL, and ANDREW McFarLANE, were
elected to the vacancies in the Board of
office bearers, caused by the removal from
the city of Messrs. A. H. ArMoUR and
H. E. MoNTGOMERIE.

P

“ REMEMBERING ZION.”

We regret that owing to a misappre-
hension on our part, the verses headed
¢ Remembering Zion,” which appeared in
our January number, were attributed to
the correspendent, “T. A.” who obli-
gingly sent them to us for insertion. The
sonnet alluded to was published in the
Christian Miscellany, from which our
correspondent extracted it.

If any of the parties, who kindly act as
agents for the Presbyteriafi, have any copies
of the January number remaining over
those required by subscribers in their vicini-
ties, we would feel obliged by their returning

them; addressed to our publishers, as the -

number :equired for new subscribers has
exhausted the supply we had on hand, and
thus rendered us unable to furnish copies
from the beginning of the year, should they
be required.

*The above transiation of a beautiful old medieval
l;;'l‘nn, appeared in the Quarterly Review, No. 143, p.

¥
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We invite attention to the communica-
tion in another column, announcing the
formation of a Missionary As-ociation in
connection with Queen’s College. We
are pleased to see this step taken, as it will
have a decided tendency towards enkind-
ling a missionary spirit among the students
of that Institution—a most desirable con-
summation. Such an association may, if
rightly conducted, be productive of much
good, and we cannot doubt but that, under
the auspices of its tespected Patron, it will
become an effective instrument for good.
We notice that the members of the Associa-
tion are solicitous of obtaining statistical infor-
mation, with the view, we presume, of ena-
bling them to carry out the objects contem-
plated in the formation of the Society.
We cordially wish the Association success,
and trust that the hours spent by its youth-
ful members in furthering the schemes
which may engage their attention in con-
nection with it, may be productive of sub-
stantial benefit to them in after life. We
may here state, that we understand that the
three Bursaries set apart by the Lay Associ-
ation, for the encouragement and support of
deserving young men, who are pursuing
their studies in Queen’s, College with a
view to the ministry of our Church, have
been awarded by the Professors of the
College, with the ranciion of the officers of
the Lay Association; but we refrain at
present from giving the names of the suc-
cessful candidates, as we hope to present in
our next, a list of all the Bursaries which
have been obtained by students during the
present Session.

Communications for the Presbyterian
should be sent in by the 20th of the month.

A communication from Quebec, received
100 late for this number, is under considera-
tion. ¢ A Sabbath School Teacher’® will ap-
pear in due course.

FRENCH MISSION FUND.

The Treasurer of the Financial Committee
begs to acknowledge the following contributions:
Bytown, per Rev. A. Spence,

collection, . v.cevnninneennn. L £4
Proceeds, per Muster William

Stuart, of Missionary Box, 0 3 4

—E 3 4
Miss Barrett, for articles sold,£9 16 9
“ Collection, ...... 019 4
—1016 1

s et eerond

0

£1419 5
Communications to be addressed to the Trea-
surcr, Mr. Hugh Allan, Montreal.

SUBSCRIPTIONS TO PRESBYTERIAN
SINCE LAST PUBLICATION.

Rev. Wm. Bell, Perth, £1; Rev. W. Bain, do,,
10s. for 1849, £2 10s. for 1850, and 10s. for 1851;
Town Major McDonald, 2s. 6d.; John McKay,
Beavertown, 2s, 6d.; Donald Logan, do., 2s. 6d;
Alexander Woodrow, dou., 2s, 6d.; R Bethune,
do., 2s. 6d.; William Ross, Beauharnois, 2s. 6d.;
D. Duff, Lachine, 2s. 6d.; Capt. McDougall, [1a-
milton. 2s. 6d. for 1850, 2s. 6d. for 1851 ; I,
Meclntosh, Williams, 2s. 6d.; David Aunderson,
do., 2s. 6d.; Hugh McDonald, do., 2s. 64d.;
Angus McIntosh, do., 2s 6.; Juhn Levy, do., 23,
6d.; M.McKenzie, do 23.64.: H. Melntoch,do, 2.
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6d ; Rev. J. McMoroine, Ramsay, 5s.; R. Nicol,
Ormstown, 2s. 6d.; P. Lindsay, do., 2s. 6d.; W,
Elliott, do., 2s. 6d.; W. McNaughten, do., 2s.
6d.; W. Cross, do., 2s. 6d.; S. Henry, do,, 2s.
6d; Rev. 8. Milne,* Smith’s Falls, 5s.; James
Edgar, Kitley, 2s. 6d ; William Little, Smith’s
Falls, 2s. 6d.; John Dods, do., 2s. 6d.; Thomas
Forgie, do., 2s 6d.; Dr. Barr, St. Schelas.
tique, 2s. 6d.; Henry Glass, Port Sarnia, 10s.;
Rev. Thomas Fraser. Lanark, £1; Rev. James
Steward, Markham, £1 10s.; J. Campbell, Mon-
treal, 2s. 6d. ; Charles Paton, do., 2s. 6d. ; Miss
Gardiner, do., 2s. 61 ; William McNider, do,
2s 6d.; Mr. Taylor, do,, 2s. 6d.; Hugh Creen,
Nelson, 2s. 6d.; Thomas Little, do, 2s. 6d.; Jas.
Stewart, do., 2s. 6d.; John Bremuer, do., 2s. 6d.;
William Grierson, do., 2s. 6d. ; John McLarne,
Lowsille, 2s. 6d. ; Thomas Dryden, Cowansville,
2s. 6d. ; Thomas Steele, Shipton, 2s. 6d.; John
McPherson, do., 2s. 6d.; William Smith, Bromp-
ton, 2s. 6d.; Mrs. Innes, do., 2s. 6d.; John Nel

son, Melbourne, 2s. 6d.; Miss McKenzie, do., 2.
6d.; Alexander Torrance, do., 2s. 6d.; Mr.
Torrance, senior, do., 2s. 6d.; James Mair, do,,
2s. 6d. ; John McGavin, do., 2s. 6d.; Rev. R.
McFarlane, do., 2s. 6d.; Duncan McRae, St.
Jean Chysostome, 2s. 6d. ; T. D. Bryson, Orms-
town, 2s. 6d.; F. McMartin, do., 2s. 6d.; D). Gor-
rie, Montreal, 2s. 6d.; A. D. Parker, do.. 2s. 6d.;
Mr. White, do., 2s. 6d.; W. Samuel, do, 2s. 6d.;
James Fenton, Lapruirie, 2s. 6d.; James McCaul,
Clarence, 5s.; A Ballantyne, Lachute, 2s. 6d.;
W. Houliston, Three Rivers, 2s. 6d.; Mr. Came-
ron, Batiscan, 2s. 6d.; Mr. Somerville, do., 2s. 6d.;
1. McFarlane, Forges, 25 6d.; Mr. Omond,
Black River, 2s. 6d.; Mr. Boyes, do., 2s. 6d.

# Our correspondent’s instructions as to the copy to
Ireland have been attended to.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO MINISTERS’
WIDOWS AND ORPHANS' FUND.
Collection at Ormstown per Rev. J.
Anderson..ce.eeeeeeeens cerereenanns .
“  Simcoe, * *G. Bell.........
* Brockville, * T. Haig......
« Clinton, * ¢ G.McClatchy..
“ Beanharnois, Vacant Con-
gregation..... ceeeecereninnne e oree veresriesney 3 0
0

“ Richmond, per Rev. D.
Evans......c.cceueee sesteesiaenenses
« « W, Bain.........

“ Ramsay, * “ J. McMorine

* Hemmingford, * * J. Mer-

lin for 1849..ueeeeeee cersesecstsnsestersaeninss
4 v6 46 1850......

[ J. Bl')'-

“  Perth,

o
¢ Mount Pleasant,
¢ Dundas and Ancaster, “* A.
Bell.............. 2100
Vacant Congregation St. Louis............. 3136
JoHN GREENSHEILDS,
Treqsurer.

tesrscssssissanrressassrstesconies

Febuary 26th, 1850.

"BARNES NOTES ON THE BIBLE.

Edited by the Rev. John Cumming, D.D., being the
only complete and unmutilated Edition of this
truly popular Commentary.

The work may be had separately, as follows, in
cloth :—Isaiah, 3 vols., with maps by Arrowsmith
and wood cuts ; Job, with wood cuts, 2 vols. ; Gos-

els, with maps, 2 vols ; Acts, with a map, 1 vol. 5

g’\’omans, 1 vol. ; Corinthians and Galatians, 2 vols. ;
Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians, 1 vol. ;
Thessalonians, Timothy, Titus, Philemon, 1 vol.;
and Hebrews, 1 vol. at 4s each per volume, or 3s 6d
in paper cover; or the Testument may be obtained
in 5 vols., elegantly bound, price 27s. 6d. ; with-
out exception the cheapest Work ever published ;
also, uniform, the Book of Job, bound in 1 vol. to
match, price 8s.

The Publishers have the gratification of announc-
ing that the above is the oNLY complete Edition
published in Britain § and they need not add that
Dr. Cumming’s name is ample authority for the
accuracy and faithfulness in the reprint, as well as
for the excellence of the Werk.

IN A FEW DAYS WILL BE PUBLISHED,

IN TWO VOLS.
HANDSOMELY BOUND,

CURRICULUM LATINUM
AD USUM JUVENTUTIS.

COURSE of LATIN READING for the use
of Schools, containing :
PART FIRST,
PROSE.
Selections from Cernelius Nepos.
The Third and Fourth Books of Quintus Curtius.
Four Books of Caesar’s Commentaries.
Cicero on Old Age.
Cicero on Friendship.
The Agricola of Tacitus.
Price 6s. 3d.
or each of the above may be had separately, at prices
varying from 9d. to 1s. 9d.
PART SECOND,
POETRY.

Containing :
Three Books of the AEneid.
The Georgics of Virgil.
The Odes of Horace.
The Fasti of Ovid.

Price 5s. 6d.
or each of the above may be had separately, at 1s. 6d.

or 1s. 9d.
ARMOUR & RAMSAY.
JAnd sold by

J. M¢‘Coy, R. & C. Chalmers, C. Bryson, B.
Dawson, and R. & A. Miller, Montreal ; P. Sin-
clair, Quebec ; G. Stobbs, Three Rivers ; W. Brooks,
Sherbrooke ; A. Bryson, Bytown ; J. Allan, Perth ;
W. Buell, Brockville; Ramsay, Armour & Co.,
Kingston ; J. Harrison, Belleville; A. H. Armour
& Co., Scobie & Balfour, H. i{owsell, and T. Mae--
lear, Toronto; J. Simpson, Niagara; T. Craig,
London ; G. P. Putman, New York.

CATECHISMS, &e.

THE Subscribers publish cheap editions of the

. following :

‘The A B C, with the Shorter Catechism,

Ditto, ditto, with Proofs. 1}d.

The Mother’s Catechism for a Young Child, by the
late Rev. John Willison. 2d.

The Second Initiatory Catechism. 1d.

The Child’s Own Prayer Book, a help to Nursery
Devotion, to which are added Hymnns and the
Mother’s Catechism. 6d.

A Catechism for the Instruction of Communicants
of the Sacrament cf our Lord’s Supper, by
Andrew Thomson, D. D. 7id.

Lessone on the ‘I'ruth of Christianity, being an Ap-
pendix to the Fourth Beok of Lessous, for the
use of Schools. 1s.

ARMOUR & RAMSAY.

1d.

Quiet Beard.

'I‘WO or THREE YOUNG MEN can be ac-
commodated with BOARD and LODGING in a
FrENcl CANADIAN FamiLy, belonging to the French Pres.
byterian Mission of Montrenl, occupying the house, cor-
ner of 5t. Urbain and Dorchester Streets, right side.
Reference to the Rev. E, LAPELLETERIXK, No. 72, 8t.
Antaine Street.
Montreal, September, 1849.

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Allcommunications, and lettersenclosing remit-
tances to the Presbyterian, to be addressed
(Post-paid) 10 “The Editor of the Presbyterian,
Montreal,” with the exception of remittances
from Toronto its vicinity and places to the west-
ward of that city, which are to be adilressed to
Messrs. A. H. Armour & Co., Toronto.

The Presbpterian
Is published for the Lay Association, by Messra,
Lovell und Gibson, at their office, St. Nicholas
street, Montreal.
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