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GOD 4AND MY RIGHT.

—————

¢ Blessed are they that do His commandments that
they may have right to the Tree of Life and may enter
in through the gates into the city.”

God azd my Right 1—Sovereign to Thee, I bow,
} I kneel before Thee now,
I swear to Thee my fealty—hear my vow |
Swear to obey Thee in each high behest,
To aid thy quest,
Set Thou thy sign and seal upon my breast !
I rise, thy Red Cross Knight,
To battle for the right,
To lead or follow in thy holy war,
To heed nor wound nor sear,
To stand for Thee
Come life, come death, as Thou hast stood for me |

God and my Right ! my right to guard the opprest,
To succor the distrest;
To lif¢ the shadow and to right the wrong
To cheer the world with song.
Therefore my armor shall be always bright
As fits 2 loyal knight,
And faith's own weapons shall make good my right.
Therefore, my life, without reproach or fear,
Shall, year by year,
Reflzct the glory of a higher sphere :
And always, everywhere, on land and sca,
. Through all crusade shall be
Displayced the banner which Thou gavest me:
. Tili He sball come again
‘Whose right it is to reign.
. S. E. SmitH.

A CHILD'S INFLUENCE.

‘fUDGE ELDON'S handsome carrisge snd pair,
rolled rapidly away with its two occupants, vne
‘% ® beautifully dressed woman, and the other a

sweet, delicate Jooking child. Cn the deor-step,
gazing wist{ully after them, was a little git], bat puorly
clad, in some cotton garment, which Lardly kept out

the wind of the bleak, Decomber day. Her paor little
unshod fest werc blue with cold, and through the
ragged shawl, she wore, could be seen her ewly, un-
kempt hair.

#Q, dear! what shall I do%?” she cried, “ I have
besn out over since early morning, and no one has
given me & penny. My! but them folks is terrible
proud,” sho reflected, turning her eyes again in the

directivn of the retreating carriage, for something else

had urrested her attention for a few moments, further
down the strost. * When I nodded and smiled to em
and was sbout to go forazds and speak, that lady, she
just drew her silk skirts round her, and hurried the
little girl out into that carriage, just ss quick as shots
and—" .

« Be off with you, you little beggar,” exciaimed the
merchant, on the step of whose store she stood.

« Please, sir;” she faltered, *“ Mayn’t I stay here a
wee bit longer?” but before this, Mr. Miller had turned
back into his store, leaving tho poor child to face the
bitter wind of that cold night, for it was now quite
dark. After crossing two or three brightly lighted
stroets Mamioc Walton turned into a little dark slley,
and at tho far end of it she pausad on the threshold of
her home, if cuch it could be called—a iow, dark room,
which had once served the purpose of a cellar, orun-
derground kitcher, with one broken window through
which the sun searcely over shone. It had hardly any
furniture in it, in fact nothmyg that could come under
that heading, except alarge stmchair and asmall round
table ; even these wore battered and Zinged, and it was
casy to sov they Pad been through soveral generations.
To-night a tiny, wax candle hurned on the little table,
affurding o dim light to a womar, who sat sewing, with
WuaIy cyes, on & white shirt. A pilo of them, already
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finighed, Iay in a basket beside her, and still she stitched
on, regardless of & small shaduw on the opposite wall,
uetil Mamie stolo suftly up behind her, and putting her
srms around her mothet's neck, burst into tears,

O, mother,” she sobbed, ‘¢ the day efier to-morrow
will be Christmas, and I do so want to buy you a little
tes, and & cake, thut you might be stroxger to go on
with your work, the next day, for you won't sow on
Christmas, will you Mammy ¥* Mrs, Walton did no}
answer for a fow. moments, she was thinking of Christ
mas days of her own childhood, which were so differ-
from these sho was obliged to give her child, Fora
short time she was quite overcome by these happy
memories, but remembering that no time must be lost,
she pressed her little daughter to her, and said, “ My

“¢kild it must be done, we cannot werk just when it

suite."”

Liitle Blanohe Eldor drove home in almost as much
grief as Mamie herself. She had noticed the thin, pale
face of the little girl at the shop door, and would have
spoken & word of sympathy to the child, had her
mother permitted it. Her Jast thought that night, and
the first the followimg morning was of the poor, little
stranger.

She begged her mamma to take her into town again,
that day, and Mrs. Eldon who granted her oniy child’s
request, whenever it was in her power, at omee con-
gonted, They dreve, much to Blanche's delight, to the
same store as yostorday. but no little, shivering figure
was to be seen to-day. The wmext place they entored
was a toy shop, and here, Blanche, lvaving her mother
to make some purchases, stole quistly to the door. No
ons was to be scen, however, except some working
men who were laying a new pavement. Blanche, after
looking in every direction for her young friend, let her
thoughts turn to to-morrow’s festivities, but wus soon
startled by 2 hoarse cough, a little distance from ler,
aud lifting her eyes in the direction whence it came,
ghe espied the old plaid shawl, which she knaw be-
longed to the little girl she had scen the day before.
She uttersd a little ery of joy, sad opening the door,
crossed tho road fo where Mamio steod.

“ Little girl,” she said, * are you very cold 2 ¥

Mumie taraed qguickly to see who was addressing her
in this manuner, and recognizing tho Judge’slittle dangh-
ter, sho bowed, smiled, and answered :  Well, Miss,
I is rather cold, but I'm getting so used fo it, that I
hardly mind.”

* Poor little thing,” said Blanche, her eyes filling
with tears, then she added quickly, “You must take
this,’ and she dropped into Mamiv's hand a shining
coin.

At this moment Mr=. Eldon opened the door oppo-
site, but stood spellbound on the atep. Could that be
Ferchild ! Yes it was. 1What world people think ?
She immediately crossed to where they stood, with the
intention of leading Iilanchie away, but as she neared
them, these words wuught her ear—< O, Miss ! How

can I thank you ? I will be able now to gel Mamma
some tea, and she will not have to work on Christmas.”
Then her little daughter replied, “ You are quite wel-
eome to it, I am sure, and 1 would give you some more,
only if mother found cut she would be so angry, for,
although we have lots of money, she thinks it is waste
to give it to ‘the poor.” Mrs. Eldon put her hands
to hor ears, Her only child seying that her mother
would be angry if she gave more than o few pence to 2
starving little one ! ¥

She went to where the children. stood and putting a
hand on the shoulder of esach, usid, addressing her
daughter, ¢ Give her all you have Blanche, and I will
add to it.” She thon took the delighted Mamie into
a dry goods store, olose at hand, and bought her a large,
heavy shawl, which she wrapped closely around her,
bidding her run homs at once. - . :

Thot night Mrs, Eldon told her husband what had
happened, and through the influence of their little
daughter, they both decided to let & tenth of their
monay, from that time forth,.go to the poor in the great
city.

‘Toronto. G.

HE WOULD NOT BE 4 BUTTERFLY.

By Mgrs, C. B, STETSON,

The garden heds I wandered by
One bright and cheerful morn,
‘When I found a new-fledged butterfly
A-sitting on 2 thorn:
A black and crimson butterfly,
All doleful and forlorn,

I thought that life could have no sting
To infant butterflies,

So I gazed on this unhappy thin;r
With wonder and surprise,

While sadly with his waving wing
He _wiped his weeping eyes,

Said I, *What can the matter be?
‘Why weepest thou so sore ?
With garden fair and sunlight free
- And flowers in goudly store—'
But he only turned away from me
And burst into a roar.

Cried he, My iegs are thin and few
‘Where once I had a swarm {

Soft fuzzy fur—a joy to view—
Once kept my body warm {— .

Before these flapping-wing-things grew,
‘To hamper and deform !

At that outrageous bag I shot
The fury of mine eye:

5aid I, in scorn, all burning hot,
In rage and anger high,

“You ignominious idiot !

. Those wings are made to fly )’

‘I do not want to fly,’ said he ;
*I only want to squirm {'

And he dropped his wings dejectedly,
But still his voice was firm;

*I do not want to be a fly !
I waunt to be a worm ¥

Q yesterday of unknown lack !
To-day of unknown bliss

I Ieft my fool in red and black;
The last I saw was this:

The creature madly climbing back
Into his chrysalis,
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“GOOD MORNING ROUND THE WORLD.

——

5 With the Syrian greoter now how is it dono?"’
Why, his fiuger-tips meet as he greets anyoue,
Then, with favcifal art
Touchey brow, lips and heart,
And ¢ may you be bappy!** he says as they part,

- 6 While with hands held together and lifted on high
With a wish for the health of the one who goes by,
The brown Siamese
Will tall on his kneos,

Or Low down benignly with gracefulest vases
gy gr St Nicholas,

PIELD STUDY FOR JULY.

COVETOUS HINDRANOES TO OHRISTIANITY,

——

N the great evils of the liguor and opium traffic we

A can see clearly enough how greed of gain closes

the eyes and blunts the conscience. Still, it is

probable that this does not directly concern many

of us. What of ourseives ? Has our Lord’s warning,

¢ Take heed and beware of covetousness,” any lessons
fox us ¢ .

Meny of our Mission Band members take pains to
earn money 80 as to have something of their own to
give, Thers are others again who handle a good deal
of money but never seem to think that they have any
- regponsibility for the way it is spent. You doubtless

agree that the principles for giving, laid down in the
Old Testament, wers not on too liberal & scale. (Gen,
28, 22 ; Lev. 27, 30; Prov. 3, 9-10.). The trouble is,
wo do not realize that these directions apply to us - Of
course when we are men and women and take our
place among the world of earners, we expect to do our
part in this work of supporting the Gospel, as in all
the othe> activities of life. For these other things we
are preparing our arm by work, our brain by thought,
our patience and perssverance by constant effort; in
this grace of giving may we also abound.

Little things are not despised by Christ. “He that
is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in
much ; and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also
in much.” Prineiples that are worked on in the day of

- small things will be a foundation to build on later. It
iz motive, purpose, effort, that make character; nof
amount of display. The gift Christ pronounced groater
than those of all the rich was & very small one,

¢Ruild fo-day then strong and sure,
With a firm and ampls base ;
Then sscending and securs
Shall to-morrow find its place.”

There is one point in the Jewish law that I would
like you to especially consider, It is that the first
fruits belonged to God. (Lev. 23, 9, 11, 14 ; Deut. 15,
19.) They wore not to teke the harvest until the firs’
sheaf was waved befors the aliar in acknowledgment

e

of His gooduess. Should we, in the full light of ‘the
Gospel, do less than the Jew ? With His claims over
the first there would be no question ns to whother “we
could spars anything now.” And that extra purse
would rarely be empty.

Last summer two frionds of mine, a mother and ker
daughter, listened to a sermon from the text, “Yill a
man rcb God 7 Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say,
‘Wheroin have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.”
They had always coniributed towards the support of
their own church, and other objects, when brought to
their notice, bat had never considered what proportion
of their income was expended in this way. The
thought came tothem as to whether they were included
in those who had robbed God. They determined
henceforth they would keep two purses, in one would
be placed the tenth of all the money they received,
They lived on a farm and the first money the mother
had was the proceeds of somse poultry she had sent to
market. There was o local call for help just then.
The following week the daughter was going into the
city, where some years befcre her brother spent a
winter, and had been made to feel very much at home
in a certain church. To the pastor of this church the
money was taken to be used for Missions, To explain

her coming the young lady told, what led to the amount
being given and the reason for bringing it to him. He
listened 8o quietly that she concluded he was absorbed
in a sermon, or something of that sort, and not much
interested ; accordingly made her stay as shoxt as poss.
ible. In the evening she attended the prayer-meeling
held in his church, and what was hev surprise to find
her story the theme of the pastor's address. So the
germon from that country pulpit echoed and re-echoed
through its faithful hearers.

“Be yo doers of the word and not hearers only,
deceiving your own selves.” B. S,

G-

QUESIIONS FOR JULY.

——

1What is our subject this mounth ? Please oxplaiv.

In what great traffic do wo see the evils of the *‘greed
of gain” ? What ave the evil effects on eyes and con-
science ?

What two questions are next asked ?

\’ghg.r, do some of our Mission Band members take pains
to do

What do other members do ? ’

Where do you flad principles for giving in thé Old
Testament ?

Do these apply to us?

What do wo expeet to do when we are men and women?

WWhat preparations ave wo making for life ?

What did Christ say about little things ?

What are .he bess foundatiou stones for character ?

What go to make chavacter ? .

n\}:lmt gift to the Treasury did Jesus sy was groatest of
al ¢ :

WWhat point in the Jewish law ary you asked to consider?

Wili you find and reud the references given?

When were the Jews allowed to taste tho haivest ¢

What solemn question is next asked?

What lessons do you gain from the interesting story
that is told ?

et aiaded o Y AN i e Al A S N S, o o o b e L
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Our snbject for prayer this moush is “That covetous
hindrances to Christisnity may be removed.” It is not
surprising that people who livein countries)where ““the
Light of the world” never penetratsd till tho last con-
tury, should object to being called “Heathen” by nations
which pose as Christian, but whose governments allow
such covetous hindrances to Christianity as the opium
and liquor traffic. The confrastis not so great after all.
Those psople might have beeu much higher in the
goele to-day, if nations which have the Gospel had sent
them more of that which clears the brain and rencws
the heart, and less of that which intoxicates and kills.
It is shortsighted policy to incrense the revenue’of a
country by destroying tho souls and bodies of its in-
habitants.

We are fortunate this month in having two contribu-
tions straight from Japan. The story of “The Doll
Festival” 18 interesting, as showing the customs of that
distant country, and the touch of patriotism is pathetic,
Thera soems to bo a clinging to old-time custows, and
thore is no mention of the “new Leaven” from which
we are hoping such groat things for Japan, The letter
signed Kono Ito, was written to Mrs, Gee, of Nova
Scotie, and is the experience of a Japaneso girl who was
gradnated from our school in Az«bu. Her Ianguage and
sompuosition, all her own, and her intelligent apprecia.
tion of the new religion, which sho has embraced, speak
well, not only for herself, but for tho faithful teachers
who have so fong Iabored for this result, Indeed tod
much caonot be said for the work of the missionaries of
the W. M. 8. inJupan during thelast fifteen years. It
is worthy of all praise,

A missiopary writes to the Now York “Observer”
that one of the most cneournging and suggestive signs
of the times in Japan is the possvssion of the Bilde by

Japanese in high places. “Evidently, with many of
them,” he says, “It is o treasnred hook.” Mo met with
a Japaneso consul last year who had spent some time in
the United States—he had attended church there and
read and enjoyed a prayer book very m ‘ch. Hegladly
received a copy of a Japanese Testament and asked for
another for his servants, He died mnot long sfter
The missionary thinks ho was & trus Christian, though
not a professed beliover. The chief of police in Yoko-
hama cheerfully granted his request to distribute Bibles
among the poficeman and in the hospatals, To the
missionary’s surpriss he said, “'Its teachings are good
and if they were followed it would lessen my work
very much.” The Gorvernor of Yokohama has a Bible
and speaks well of missionary work. Count Inouye
has both an English and Jap nese copy. It is believed
that there are many secret believers and perhaps fol-
lowers of Christ in Japan, wwho for various reasons will
not let it be known.

Wo hope you have not ceased to pray for the suffer-
ing"people of Armenia, Pray that God may show the
“Christian goyernments” of the world whal to do, and
then give them strength and courage to do it.

Our thanks ave due to the young lady in Toronto
who kindly sent us the intevesting story on our firsh
page.

T'LEASE TAKE NOTICE—It is only to clubs of ten or
more, to one address, that the paper is ten cents a
year. This is the very best we can do for you.

Please renew af oncs, we do not wish to lose your
name from our list of subscribers.

FOR WEARY WORKERS.

#() sirengthen me, that while I stand
Firm on the Rock, and strong in Thes,
I may stretch out a loving hand
To w stlers with the troubled sea.”

SELF-DENIAL.

There is a little story on the les! psge which will in-
terest you oll, and that is the story of the three little
slaters who gaww 1o the Mission Band the money they
had saved for a bieycle. Now there is great fun in
bicycles, no doubt, bnt there is » day coming when
bieycles will not he woith one thought. In that day,
when these sisters will seo standing close heside the
glorious Saviour the litthe Indian girl whom they have
helped 1o lead to Him, do you think they will feel sorry
for their leviug litthy doed of so'd' deniul? Even now
they must bo happy in the thought that they are grow-
ing like their Saviour.

“Fren Christ pleased not Himself”
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FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

—

LETTER TO MRS. GEE.

Y DEAR ¥FRIEND :~—We are strangors to each
other but not to our Master, so I feel that I have
o xight to address you as my friend, for we are
friends of the Master and must be to ons an-
other, Miss Cunningham told me to write a letter
tolling about the work in Shizuoka, and it will be a
help to you, as you aro working very havd for thes
Missionary Society, which is doinga great deal of good
in Japun. Of course, I will do so gladly, but I must
usk you to excuse my English as I cannot express my
thoughts in & right way.

I will tell you a little about wyself, how I came to
be one of the workers. I was just a country gitl who
knew nothing about our Lord. When I was a little
girl roy uncle took me to a small town and I began to
go to Sunday school, as there was a preaching house,
and I was baptized. But £ did not know much zbout
the Bible. Then I went to Toyko and I became one of
the pupils in Azabu school. As the days went on and
the years pussod away, I learned more and more, and
ab last T was brought to the true knowledge of God.
I received an education ‘n Azabu school for six years,

+While I was there I learned many lessons which great-
ly help me now. I gradunied last Christmas and I
was sent here to do. something for our Master, who

. accepts our little deeds willingly when wa do them,
trying our very best.

Twice & month meetings for women are held at four
towns outside of Shizzoka. Twice a month meetings
for children are held at two towns outside of Shizuoka
-~They are under the charge of the girls in the school,
Some of the meetings for women are led by the Bible
women, and some aze led by Miss Cunningham and a
girl. Two meelings for wor 'nare held in the city—
the women are all very nice. I am sorry to say that
wo find but little changs from last year in the numbers
attending our meetings or in the interest manifested.
Que of the children’s meelings is very encouraging.

Every Sunday thres Sunday schocls, under the
charge of the school, are opened and the attendants
are quite-many—we open them with singing and pray-
or. After the lesson fur the Sunday is tau, it we take
them back to the room whers they were before the
classes were divided. They all sing together and we
tell them a story. Miss Cunningham and her girls
teach in tha church Sunday school, which has about
fifty childron, Eight girls in the school are Sunduy

school .eachexrs, The children are apt te forget to
come te Sunday school, as they are not taught at home,
so we call them in from the streots. Sometimes it is
very hard fo get them in.

TN g e L

|

We have thirty-two membors in our King'’s Daugh-
ters” meeting. Righteen of them are in the school
now and tlm rest are outside of the school. Xuch
member has to work fifteen minutes evory day in order
to envn money to help some good cause. We do knit-
ting, sowing, mending stockings. pressing flowers and
other things. When the Prosident and Sveretary of
the W. M. S. in Canada wors here, we heard them say
that those who ave warking for the Society earn money
in doiug little things. I think we King's Daughters
ought to be carefnl in every littlo thing, in order to
help others. We are giving one yen to an Orphanage
in Kanozawa, whera Miss Veazey is working, and fifty
cents to an Orphanage in Toyko every month. Wo
have about twenty-two yen on hand. Righteen yon
oub of the twenty-two yen, is put in the bank. We
bought several things for Miss Robertson to take home
and soll for our King’s Daughters meeting, so we are
not rich now.

Once o month we have a meeting and talk with ecach
other about the work., Sometimes those who kave
somathing to tell, speak out freely, whilo others are
kpitting. The King’s Daughters meeting is not only
for getting money but for our spiritual growth.

Twice a year o general meeting of King’s Daughters

is held in one of the schools in Tokyo or Yokohama.
Reports of all the King's Daughters’ societies in Japan
are reads When I wasin Tokye £ used to go there.
It is very pleasant and profitable for people engaged in
the same work to mest together and talk over their
difforent plans of work ; it broadens ths mind and is a
great holp in many ways. The first general moeting is
going to be held in one of the schools in Yokohama
on the 16th of May. Iam going to make upa repérf;
of ours to send there. I am sorry I cannot sttend the
meeting.

How I would like to lcok in upon your work and
others work in your country, but that cannot be, so I
must be contented with Istters which the Iadies receive
from you.

We find that many people are longing for Him to
help them, and in order to let them know His love we
must watch ourselves and try fo live mear to our
Mastet's teaching,

May the- dear Lord bless you in all your work and
crown your work with success.

Yours sincerely,

Shizuoksa, Japan. Kono Iro.

~ -

On aarth Thou hidest, not to scare
The children with 'lhy light,
Then showest us Thy fuce in Heaven,

When we can bear the sight.

T'aBER,
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Address—CousIN Jov, 282 Princess St., St, Jobn, N, B,

Doar Cousins, you will find a poem on 2nd page
which i2 intonded for a recitation for you. Cousin
Joy thinks it fine as well ss funny, and has found &
lesson in it which she would like all her little cousins

to find too. Will you try? Tell it to your leader in
in the M. B. at ycar next meoting and Cousin Joy
would be so pleased if you would tell her the lesson
too, in some of your nice little letters.

The “Dolls’ Festival” will please you. You will
want to go right off to Japan as soon as you read it.
Some of you will think you do not have half as good &
time in your own country. But bow about Christmas?
They have no Christmas, you know—they never will
until they have all heard “the story of Jesus and His
love” for them. One thing is certain snd that is that
you do not play in this country with the dolls of your
ancestors (movhers and grandmothers) You are moro
likely to go through two or three generations of dolls
of your own ! Cousin Joy hopes ths little Japaneso
play with their dolls every day ; that they are not kept
for show only once.a year! You know they go round
all the time with little buby sister or brother fastened
to their backs, How would you like_that !

Dear CousiN Jov.—This is the first time I have
written to you. I take the Pary Drance and like it
very much, I think I have the answers to the May
puzzles. They are, “Willing Workers,” “Jesus Wept,”
“Happy Workers,” and *“Wherefore by their fruits ye
shall know them.” I send a puzzle. I don’t know
whether itis right ornot.  If itis,-will you publish it?

London., Your loving cousin, JENNIE RUSSELL,

Dear Cousin Jov.—I think I have found the
answers to the May puzzles. TFirst, “Willing Werk-
ers,” second, “Jesus Wept,” and third, “Happy Work-
ers.”” The Pied Text is, “Wherefore by their fruits
ye shall know them.” 1 have made a puzzle, and if
you think it worth printing I will send it to you.

Your loving cousin,

New Annan, P. E. L Lovise WRIGHT.

Dear Cousms Jov.—1I helong to the “Maggie Smith”
Mission Band of La Have Island. I take the Parx
Braxce and think it & very nice papor. I have found
the answers to May puzzles. The first is, T think,
“Willing Workers,” second, “Jesus Wept,” and third
“Happy Workem.” I think I will close for this timo,
aith love to you. Your loving consin,

' Lizziz WarrieLD,

& Drar Cousin Joy,—Wo take the PaLm Braxom in
our Mission Band and U enjoy reading it very much.
T think I have found the answers to the May puzzles.
The firat is “Willing Workers,” 2nd,.*Jesus Wept,”
3rd, “Happy Workers,” and the answer to the Pied
Text 15 *“Wherefore by their fruits yo shall know them.”
1 enolose a puzzle which I wauld like published if you
think it good enough. Your loving cousin,

Dersham Centro, Ont. Apa Dgacon.

Dgar Couvsiy Joy,—You have heard from me before,
but I hope you will find a littls epace in your “corner”
for this letter. The “Lone Sta:” Mission Band will
soon lose its dear president, Mrs. (Rev.) Dohzon. We
will miss her so much, as we all love her dearly. The
answers for the May puzzles are, lst, “Willing Work-
o8, 2nd, “Jesus Wept,” 3rd, “Happy Workers.”
Pied Text, “Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know
them.” Your loving cousin,

Bermuda. Ruby A. S16eINs.

Glad to hear from our far off cousin again.

Correct answers to May puzzles have also come from
cousins Derry Foster, Petile Riviere, Lucy Deull,
Sackville, and Susie R. Barnes of Nappan. Susies P.
S. says: “There are 18 P, B's, taken in our Band, and
we have & membership of 40,” No answers with
Jennis Russell’s puzzle nor Lounise Wright's,

Dear Cousin Jor.—1 belong to the ¢“Cheerful
Givers” Mission Band. I take the PaLm Brawcm and
find it very interesting. I think I have found the
answers to the first and last puzzles in the June num-
ber. The first is “Sufferers of Armenis,” and the last
“Miss Cunningham.” Enclosed you will find a puzzle.
I hopo you will think it worth publishing.

Your loving cousin,

Guyshoro, N. S. Harne Josr.

Dear Cousin Joy.—I belong to the “Day Spring'
Mission Band. Wo take the Pary Brawonm and like it
very much. I think I have found the answers to the
Juno puzzles. The first is “Sufferers of Armenia,” 2nd.,
«Little Gleaners,” 3rd., “Miss Cunningham.”

Your loving cousin,
Lexa L. Roaos.

Nappan, N. S. -
JULY PUZZLES.

———

1 am composed of 15 letters.

Ay 2 7,4, means colour.

My 1, 10, 12, 9, 15 a young horse.

Ny &, 3, 13, &, means to fouch.

My 14, 11, 1, 4, is the chief food ot the Chinese.

My 15, 3, 5, 6, meaws & slave or vassel.

My whole is the nahme of our Mission Band. .
St. John. I.'.oxs.

I am composad of 16 letters.

My 3, 5, 8, 7, 8, is ta stop.

My 12, 9, 10, 11, is a number.

My 1, 2, 15, 9, is noting entrance.

Aly 16, 13, 14, 4, is & slender thread.

My all is what the Apostles said untothe Lord,
Charlottetown. Daisy,

I am composed of 20 letlers.

My 1, 5, 10, 13, 20, is to alitter.

My 15, 19, 18, 7, 14, is to stick to.-

My 9, 11, 8, 3, 14, is to rock to and fro.

My & 4, 10, is to employ. .

My 17, 12, ib. 8, iy a.kind of food used by the Chine .

Ny whole is » place for girls to sew.
Nappan, N. 8. C
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“HINA MATSURI OR THE DOLL FESTIVAL.

BE Island that occupies tho smallest portion of the
eastern hemisphere, the country to which former-
1y very little attontion was paid, is now introduced
to the world as the victor over the Chinese Em-

pire. No doubt the slightest matter or thing that is
going on in Japan will be sufficient to awaken the
interest of other nations, and especially the old customs
and menners that are carried down from the far distant
ages to the present day. Every people has its own
customs different from those of the others, but ours
are among the most interesting. Oh, how happy I
would be had I a pen that could fully describe these
interesting customs, as well as the picturesque scenery
of this beautiful country ! Indeed it is far beyond my
powers of description ; but let me tull you_just a few
things about my own native land.

I am sure most of you have heard of Hina matsuri,
or the doll festival, and may have wondered what it
is. It is more delightful and pleasant, as it comes in
the charming season of early spring, in which the
flowers begin to smile and the cheerful somgsters sing
sweetly on the boughs. Really, the third of March is
a great yearly holiday for the little girls, When this
ocoasion approaches they are busy decorating the houses
vith what are called O Hina Sama, tiny models of
people and things, the whole Japanese court in minia-
ture, Steps are made on the Tokonoma or slcoye,
covered with a nice cloth, the dolls occupying the
hrighest seat; and on the lower steps are placed all
kinds of furniture, from the cabinet to the wash-tub,
Ozen or tables, spread with the best kinds of food, sre
Iaid on the lowest. These dolls and things are mostly
handed down from their ancestors. Oh, they are just
ag cunning and protty as they can be! The little folks
whe ususlly do not have anything to doin the kitchen,
a0 allowed to prepare food by themselves in the small
oven for dolls, without asking the help of their mother
or sisters. The delicate plates and baskets are filled
with an endless variety of fruits and sweets. Peach
blossoms are put in handsome vases, adding much to
the beauty of the decoration, and for this reasonm it is
2lso’ called Momo so Sekiu, (festival of peach blossoms),

On thia day girls invite each other and they eat and
play, sitting in front of the dolls. They also partake
of a sweeb drink called Skhirg-zake. Oh, just imagine,
the lasses dressed up in their best and gayest Limono
or garments, walking along the streets to their friends’
houses, wearing the” shiny gete (clogs)! They are so
sweet end lovely ! Indeed this is the happiest day dur-
ing the year for the little girls, who wait for and think
of it so earnestly that they can hardly get to sleep in
the nights preceding. I can easily recall to my mind
with how much joy and delight I looked forward to
this holiday.

Of the origin of this festival I am not quite certain ;
but it is probable that paper-dolls, which were the
chief play-things of the girls of the nobility in ancient
times, had been changed to thoss which are now in use,
and that there was not a special day fixed for the pur-
pose of playing with them, Itix said tha* this festival is
celebrated in order to give some ides to ths little girls
that they are to keep the houses when they grow older,

The boys’ festival tukes plase on the fifth of May.
It is very much like that of the girls, but the dolls are
the figzures of brave warriors, who lived many centuries
ago, and there is not a single doll that represents a girl,
Such warlike toys as swords, spoars, bows and arrows
are used in decorating, and also various kinds of beau-
tiful flags, made with brocade or white crape, with the
fawily crest embroidered or dyed. Out of doors the
gigantic paper carps are caused to float in tha air from
poles, after the wannerof flags. Theyare very beauti-
ful, differing in colors. It is customary to send these
carps as a presont in the first May after the birth of a
male child. With the exception of the New Year,
this is of all Japanese festivals, the one whose outward
signs ure most conspicuous, The idea is, that as the
carp swims up the river against the ourrent, so will tho
boy, overcoming all obstacles, make his way in the
world and rise to fame and fortune.

I could tell many more things about these festivals
and other customs, but now will say adieu to you all
as I do not wish to make you tired of reading.

Japan. Ar INAGARL

e

MISSION BAND WORK.

—

HOW TO BUILD UP THE MISSION BAND.

———

¥ ISSION Bands are usually built up on the “Little
Tl by Little” system, and personal effort on the par*
%} of each member, True, it needs a good mana-

ger at the head of affairs, but if each member

will do all he can, and if all work for the same cause, -

namely, the upbuilding of Christ’s Kingdom, then
that Mission Band, if consecrated to the Lord, can
accomplish much. Let each one go to work in earn-
est, as though he meant to accomplish something.
WoRk as IF FUR WAGEs ! Hereis a problem for each of
us to solve : If we were paid in money for our mis-
sionary work, how much a year do we earn?

But after all our efforts, PRAYER IS THE GREAT KEY-
NOTE OF SUCCESS IN THIS WORK | Let each member pray
for the Mission Band, pray in faith, believing that the
promise is sure. “What thingssoever ye desire, when
ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall
have them,” Mk. 11.24. “If ye shall ask anything in
my name I will do 1it,” John r4.14. There is no
better way of building up a Miscion Band than
fervent prayer, unwavering faith, and then following
out the Lord's command, “Whatsoever thy hand
findeth to do, do it with thy might, for there iz no
work, nor device, nor knuwledge, nor wisdom, in the
grave whither thou goest,” Ecc. g.to. Mission work
is the Lord’s own work, and He will certainly bless
it in answer to prayer. If your Mission Band is
failing, or likely to fail altogether, tell the Lord about
it; if there is sad lack of interest in missionary work
(and there are few things more discouraging), tell the
Lord the exact trouble, ask Him to make you more
interested, so that you may interest others. Even
one really enthusiastic member can do an immense
amount of good in a Band. Try to get each one to
do something, All at work and all working together
is another secret of success. A.B.C,

Ont. (To bo continued.)

)
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LETTER FROM REY. MR. KIRBY.
N

—

Jf ERE wo aro ugain, dear children of the Paum
Branenr,” as the mayflower said to the sun-
1 beams on a bright May morning.  May ul
ways follows April, but mayflowers often get
ahead of May, as thoy have this year over om this
“tight littlo Isle.” I am glad the flowers are com-
ing. I lovo the Spring, don't you? Winter is wice,
and skating, sledding, tobogsaning, are all good, but
ugh ! how Jack frost does bite! Dut spring! beautiful
8pring, with warm sunshine, springing grass, buttercups
and dnisies, birds singing, lambs skipping, and foals
running by the side of the old mocher, and all the rest of
the good things of springtime. Why who can help
loving epring! And springtime of life is youth ! You

are in the spring, sud your lives should bo sunny and-

bright, and happy. Dov’t bo afraid to laugh it you
want to, God made us capablo of laughing, and singing,
and playing, snd oxpects us to be as happy as the
birds, and 6s oheerful as the sunshinme. Somse old
peoplo don’t like to seo us boys and girls laugh and
enjoy ourselves, and particularly if we are members of
the church,

A boy named Daniel, and called by everybedy who
knew him Dan’el, joined tho church and was very
hepny.  Ta helieved he was saved, and this thought
made him very happy indeed, One day he was un-
usually hilarious, he was just jumping over everything.
He pul up a.fence pole and jumped i, then another
and got safely over that, then snother, and it wae too
high, 30 poor Daniol struck his toe against the top pole
and fell down, He hurt his leg and arm and was ery-
ing, when the old class leader came along and looking
at the buy said : “Ah! that’s the way God punishes
naughty boys. You a membor of tho church Dan’el
and seting so foolish, no wonder you fell” This did
not comfort the boy very much, so he ran in doors to
find his mother. e soon told her all about his trouble,
and asked, “was it wrong mother I’ 1 was so happy I
didn't know what o do.” His mother was a good
Christian woman, and she told him that she did not
think it foolish or wrong—that God meant him to show
his happiness so that ofher boys might want to love

Him too.
Charlottetown, W, J. Kirsy.
(To be continued).

LEAVES FROM THE BRANCHES.

Bav oF Quinte Banp Notes,

Miss L. B, of Orono, writes:—We are making an
autograph quilt and expoct to sell it soon. 1In our
mostings wo have taken up the “Wateh Tower.” One
boy is taking up Japan for an essay ; another Chins,
another Fremch work, and another Indian work.
Wishing you success in behalf of our Band.

Lindsay, {Queen street), Miss I. Totten writes:-——The
mewbers of “Wayside (lesners” in Decomber sent a
box of varm clothing to the Aderville Indians, valued
at §18.00, have added one life-momber and sent Mrs,
Copeland 85.85. MMite-boxes will be opened in Goto-

ber when we hope to send a goud deal more. We are
preparing for a pienie, from which we hope to make s
nice amount. Greal interest prevails.

Napagee, Miss Pearl Dorvy, Cor-See , writea: Nap-
anee Mission Band on Saturday, May 18th., sent the
Supply Committes a box of bedding and useful articles
of clothing, which will be forwarded to ome of the
Houmes in the North West if Mrs, Briggs thinks it ad-
visable, . M. G H.

N. 8. Banp No1Es. -

The Secretary of \Woodlawn Mission Band writes:
The ladies of our church are planning for a sale tue
first of July, and on that occasion we are going fo have
a Doll Sals which will represent the “Old Woman in
the Shoe,” when the sale will take place with the dolls
for children. Intend having our youngest member in
the shoe.

The “Cheerful Givers,” Guysboro, are busy making
a quilt.for the Supply Commitiee.

Though “Teh dien” Mission Band, Port.La Tour, is
small, much interest is shown in the work. Two of

the members are colleeting in Mission boxes to be-

opened in July, Others have begun an outline quilt,
which they hope to sell when finisked, They have
fourteen subscribers for Pary Braxos.
M. E. B., Cor.-Sec.

The members of the “Little Helpers” Mission Band,
Barringten, were both surprised and delighted af their
last meeting, on receiving & donation trom three of
their number, whic'. was a great help in increasing the
funds of the treasury. It was afterwards learned—not
from them—that, for some time, these threo little
sisters had been saving for a bicycle, but bacoming
groatly interested in their little Indian girl, ‘Theresa’,
they voluntarily brought their savings to be given with
the money towards her support. This act of self-denial

was prompted purnlv by unselfishuness and lova, Does
it not contain a lesson for many older ones !t

& A little child shaillead them.”
M. S. L
HaMiLroN BRANCH.

C. 8., Cor-Sec. of Wilsenville Thanksgiving Band’

writes :—For the first timo sinee we organized, our
Thanksgiving Band mourms the death of one of its
membe,s, On Saturday, May 2314, little Mary Riddle,
aged 10 years snd nine months, was celled Home after
a sevore illness of eight duys. She wasa member of
our Band for two years, and was nearly always with us
at the meetings, an attentive and interested listener,
Two weeks before her death, while yeb in apparent
health, she gave her last testimony for Jesus, “I know
my sians are all forgiven, and I am ready to go whenever
God calls me.” On Monday, May 25th., with sad
hearts and tearful eyes, we laid to rest all that was
mortal of our little sister, in the sure and cartain hope
of & glorious resurxection. :
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