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My Dear Sir,—Will you kindly favor me with your opinion on the
following subjects at the earliest opportunity ?

Since the Churchman’s Magazine was started, about eighteen months
ago, I have frequently had urged upon my attention the desirability
of certain alterations by which its general character might be improved,
and its usefulness increased. Some correspondents have suggested an
enlargement in the size, others the need of a more attractive cover, and
of better paper and ink, and others again a different class, and a fresh
arrangement of articles, &c.; while all have more or less concurred in
the importance of such a periodical, and have hoped for its success.

It has been impossible to adopt at once all these suggestions; and
owing to various causes I cannot here explain, I have been unable to
carry out fully my own ideas and plans. As a consequence of this,
the Magazine—although ApMiTTED on all hands to be a respectable and
well-conducted journal—has failed to attain that position which was
anticipated for it, and which is necessary to its permanent success.

The question is now forced upon me, whether or not a fresh attempt
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249 Notes on Christmas.

appears to have been the act of Julius the First, who presided as Pope
or Bishop of Rome from 337 to 352, A.D.

But, notwithstanding the ancient usage, there still exists insurmount-
able difficulties with respect to the date of this great event. Sir Isaac
Newton, in his'Commentary on the Prophecies of Danicl, remarks that
the Feast of the Nativity, and most of the ecclesiastical anniversaries,
were originally fixed at certain cardinal points of the year, without any
reference to the dates of the incidents which they commemorated—dates,
which by the lapse of time, had become impossible to be ascertained.
Thus the Annunciation of the Virgin Mary was placed on the 25th of
March, or about the time of the vernal equinox ; the Feast of St.!Michacl
on the 29th of September, or near the autumnal equinox; and the Lirth
of Christ and other festivals at the time of the winter solstice.  Many
of the apostles’ days—such as St. Paul, St. Matthew, and others—were
determined by the davs when the sun entered the respective signs of'
of the ecliptic, and the Pagan festivals had also a considerable share in
the adjnstment of the Christian year. As regards Easter and its acces-
sory celebrations, there is good ground for maintaining that they meet
with toierable accuracy the anniversaries of the Passion and Resurrectiin
of our Lord, since we know that the events then.elves tool place at
the period of the Jewish Passover. But no such precision of date can
be adduced as regards Christmas, respecting which the generally re-
ceived view is, that it does not correspond with the actual date of the
Nativity of our Saviour. One objection in particular has been made,
that the incident recorded in Seripture, of shepherds keeping watch by
night on the plains of Bethlehem, could not have taken place in the
month of December, a period gene rally of great inclemency in the re-
gion of Judea.

Still, though the celebration may not take place on {he actual natal
day of our Lord, it becomes the duty of every Christian to hallow the
one which has been appointed for that purpose, with the sume fervour
and devotional reverence as though the real day had been accurately
ascertained and generally recognized ; and that man must be a mere
caviller, and unworthy of salvation through our blessed mediator Christ,
who can object to solemnize the day that has been set apart for com-
memorating His Incarnation with all its attendant advantages to such
as believe and follow His Gospel, whether it be precisely the same on
which that event took place or not. Whatever difference of opinion
may arise with regard to the actual time of our Saviour's birth, surely
all persons may join in the offices which have, with so much Jjudgment,
been expressly appointed for the solemnization of that joyous event—
as the season which the Church has chosen does not involvd the credi-
bility of the fact, nor affect any material point, cither practical or
devotional.

Though Christian nations have from an carly period in the history of
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Notes on Christmas, 243

the Church co] rated Christmas aboyt the period of the Winter solstice,
or the shortest ay, it is well known that many, and, indeed, the greatest
number of the popular fostive obgep ‘ances by which it jg characterized,
are referrible to a much more ancient origin, The Greeks, at the com-
mencement, of every Year, had festive meetings to celohrate the com-
pletion of the sun’s annual course, and to rejoice that he had again com-
menced his worted vivifying progress. From that people the Romang,
in the earliest state of theiy empire, borrowed that custom, which con-
tinued until jtg downfall; and from the Romang our ancestors recejved
it.

Neander gives an interesting and satisfactory account of the manney
in which the Christmas festiva] came to be observed iy the Christian
Church ; « Precisely at this season of the year a serjeg of heathen feg.
tivals occurred, the celely ‘ation of which among the Romang was, in
many ways, closely interwoyen with the whole civil and social life.
The Christians, on this Very account, were ofter, exposed to be led astray
into any of the customs and solemnities Peculiar to (hege festivals,
Besides, these festivals had an import casily admitted of being spiritu-
alized, and, with some slight change, transformed intg 4 Christian sense,
First came the Saturnalia, whicl represented the peacefy] times of the
golden age, anq abolished for g while the dis'linction of ranks, the djs.
tance between servants and free men. g admitted of being casily
transferred i (,'ln-isli:mily, which, through the reconciliation of may, with
God, through the restoration of the fellowship between Gou and man,
had introdyceq the true golden 4g¢, representing the equality of al] mep
in the sight of God, and brought the Iike true liberty gg well to the
freeman as to the slave. Then came the custom peculiar to thig Season
of making presents, which afi rwards passed over to the Christmas fog.
tival ;—next the festival of Infants, with which the saturnalig concluded,
—the sigillaria, where the children weye presented with images, Jjust as
Christmas wag the true festival o¢ the children, Next came 4 festival
more analogous to the Christmas, that of the shortest day, the wintep
solstice, the birthday of the new sun about to yetupp once more towardg
the earth, T, the case of this last named feast, g transition to the
Christian point of view naturally presented itself, when Christ, the Sun
of the spiritual world, wis compared to that of {},e material. But the
comparison was carried stjl] further : for, ag jn the materia] world, it jg
after the darkness hag reached its highest point that the enq of its do-
minion jg already near, and light begins to acquire fregh power;  so, too,
in the spirityg] world, after darkness had reached the highest height,
Christ, the Spiritual Sun, must &ppear to make an end of the kingdom
of darkness, Ty fact, many allusions of this kind are to be found in
the discourses of the church fathers on the Christian festivals, That
Christian festival, which could be 50 easily connected with the feelings
and presentiments lying at the ground of the, whole serjes of Pagan
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festivals belonging to their season, was now, therefore, to be opposed to
these latter; and hence the celebration of Christmas was transferred to
the 25th of December for the purpose of drawing away the Christian
people from all participation in the heathen festivals, and of gradually
drawing over the Pagans themselves from their heathen customs to the
Christian celebration.” Ingrafted on the Roman Saturnalia, the Christ-
mas festivities received in Britain further changes and modifications, by
having superadded to them, first the Druidical rites and superstitions,
and then, after the arrival of the Saxons, the various ceremonies prac-
ticed by the ancient Germans and Scandinavians. The result has been
the strange medley of Christian rites which contribute to make up the
festivities of the modern Christmas.

The name given by the ancient Goths and Saxons to the festival of
the winter solstice was Jul or Yule, the latter term forming to the pre-
sent day, the designation in the Scottish dialect of Christmas, and pre-
gerved in the phrase of the “Yule Log.” Perhaps the etymology of no
term has excitod greater discussion among antiquaries. Some maintain
it to be be derived from a Greek word, being the namo of a hymn in
honor of Ceres; other say it comes from the Latin jubilum, signifying a
atime of rejoicing—or from jts being the festival in honor of Julius Cresar;
whilst some also explain its meaning as sygnonymous with ol or @i,
which,in the ancient Gothic language,denotes a feast,and also the fuvorite
liquor used on such ocen.ions—whence our word ale. But a much more
probable derivation of the term in question is from the Gothic giul or
hiul, the origin of the modern word wheel, and bearing the same signifi-
cation. According to this very probable explanation, the Yule festival
received its name from its being the turning point of the year, or the
period at which the fiery orb of day made a revolution in his anuual
circuit, and entered on his northern journey. A confirmation of this
view is afforded by the circumstance that in the old clog or wooden
almanaes, a wheel is the device employed in making the season of Yule-
tide. This view of the question seems to be conclusively established by
the researches of an eminent French antiquary. “Iol,” he says, pro-
nounced Hiol, Tul, Jul, Giul, Hiceol, Wheel, Wiel, Vol, &e., is an original
word, importing a general idea of Revolution, or of a wheel. Jul, Jom,
in Arabic, expresses the first day of the ycar, that is, the day of Revolu-
tion or return; Giul-ous, in Persian, signifies Anniversary ; Hiul, in
Danish and Swedish, signifies Rotation ; in Flemish, it is Wiel; in Eng-
lish, Wheel. With the Germans the verb Well-en, signifies to turn—

Wel implies wares, because continually coming and going. In French
it is Houle, whence also the Latin Volvo. But leaving the learned to
search for the etymology of this word from foreign languages, the un-
learned have found an origin for the term in their mother tongue.
“When the wise men,” say they, « were secking the infant Jesus, they
were informed by the shepherds that they were to pursue the way the
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Notes on Christin as. 245

star divected, for the Saviour is ir. the house over which it will stop;
and there,” they added, “ You'|l he sure to find Him in g manger.,”

Though the season of Christmas is no longer marked by that fervig
hospitality which characterized its observance in olden time, yet many
customs and sayings are stil] attached to its recurrence, of the origin of
each of which some explanation may be interesting to many of the
readers of the Crurenman’s MaGazing,

The institution of Christmas boxes js evidently akin to that of New
Year's gifts, and, like it, has descended to ug from the times of the an-
cient Romansg, who, at the season of the Suturnalia, practiced univcrsally
the custom of giving and receiving presents, In the middle and more
Superstitious ages, the clergy took advantage of thig spirit of liberality
to fill their own coffeps, Masses, or prayers, were appropriated to every
purpose that could but answer the ends of religious avarice; and it be-
came, among other practices of the Monks, enstomary to offer masses
for the safety of all shipe that undertoolk long voyages. To quicken
the pious gratitude, therefore, of thoge who embarked in such ships, opr
were connected with thejp safety, a box wag regularly appropriated to
each ship, and keplin the careful custody of the priest, into which,
money ox other valuable considerations might be put, to secure the effi-
cacy of the prayers of the Church. Thege boxes were opened at Christ-
mas in each year, and thence ‘got their names of Christmas boxes which
readily came to be understood as the title also of the presents them-
selves; and that no person interested in the severgl vessels, however
poor, might neglect thejy oblations, they were encouraged to beg of
their richer neighbors box money, or, in other words, money 1o enable
them to supply the priest’s box, that they might be entitled to partake
of the virtue anqd efficacy of the prayers, which otherwise they could not
reasonably expect,

“A Merry Christmag 1 which is still useq by some plain honest,
Ppeople as a salutation iy testimony of thejy good fellow:ship and good
wishes, like the othey old-fashioned practice of wishing a happy New
Year, has given way with the altered manners of the times, These ex-

doors were, at this season of the year, opened to the tenantry and neigh-
bors—yhen the master kindly met his guests, and conducted them to
their seats in the spacions halls of thejp mansions, in the middle of
which were the hearths with blazing fires, around Wwhich they were re.

The first dish was generally a Boar's Head, which was conveyed to the
principal table with much pomp and ceremony, or in gome instances a
Gammon of Bacon. Both these customs had the like allusion, and both
these meant to ©express an abhorrence of J udaism, which wag thought to
be appropriately done by choosing, as the principal dish at the Nativity
of Christ, as they did also at his Resurrection atEaster, what wags known
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to be contrary to the Jewish law. Plum puddings and mince pies—in
token of the offering of the Wise Men from the Fast, of which their in-
gredients were considered to be types, and the latter made long, with
pieces of paste over them in form of a cratch or hay rack, in remembrance
of the manger in which our Saviour was first laid—were sure to be pre-
pared in liberal profusion; and Lamb's Wool, or a composition of Ale,
Sugar, Nutoog, &e., so called fronm its peculiar softness, passed from
hand to hand in the Wassail Bowl. Meanwhile the Yule Log burned
brigkly ; the Christmas Carols were sung in boisterous and enthusiastic
commemoration of the auspicious day; and naught but social mirh,
happy concord, and mutual benedictions, were suffered to prevail. In
the evening the Mummers, or Players were introduced : Dancing, or
Gambols were encouraged, and every other means employed to make
the guests satisfied with their host, and happy and pleased with each
other. In those times

A Christmas Gambol oft could cheer
The poor man’s heart through half the year,

At present Christmas meetings are chiefly confined to family parties,
happy, it must be confessed, though less jovia! in their nature.

The Wassail Bovl, of which some customs still remain to keep it in
remembrance, v . the name of the favorite vessel, out of which our
Saxon ancestor (ook such copious draughts as even to call for legisla-

tive interfi . When the Saxon warrior brothers, Hengist and
Horsa, fir ited the kingdem, at the solicitation of Vortigern, the

Prince of the Silures, the British chief became deeply enamoured of
Rowena, the young and beauvtiful nicee of Hengist; and forgetting his
country, quietly submitted to the ambitious views of his subtle ally,
who, from an auxiliary, soon rendered himself a governing monarch of
the country. At a banquet prepared by IHengist in honor of Vortigern,
towena, instructed by her uncle, presented to the aged Prince a cap of
spiced wine, welcoming him in the words “ Waes Heal Hlaford Cyning,”
that is, “Be of health, Lord King;"” to which, through his interpreter
he answerd “ Drine Heal,” or I drink your health.” This result an-
swered the views of the Saxon. Vortigern married Rowena, and became
regardless of the premeditated encroachments on his dominion. Waes.
Heal, from that period, became the name of the drinking cups of the
Anglo-Saxons in all their future cntertainments, They thereby kept
up a remembrance of one of the principal means by which they had ac-
quired possession of the country, and the friendly salutation of wishing
health became firmly established, and even yet remains among us.—
Wessell, Wassall, and Washaile Bowls, are only altered modes of spell-
ing the ancient Waes-Heal or Wish-Health Bowls. Drinking parties
were called Wassels or Wassalins, and those who composed them, Was-
salers. The Saxons were remarkable for immediate drinki .2, and,
when intoxicated with their favorite ale, were guilty of the most out-
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rageous violences. Dungtan endeavored to check this vicious habit, hut
durst not venture totally to obstruct it. He introduced, therefore, an
ingenious custom of marking or pegging their cups at certain distances
to prevent one man taking a greater draught than his companions,
which, for o time, lessened the ovil, though it proved in the end pro-
ductive o‘f‘;.;rcutcr excesses than were before indulged in. Prior 1o that
regulation, some of thejyr parties used to avoid drinking to intoxication;
but when they were obliged to drink to the pegs, they had no longer a
choice, and were generally sooner overcome, lefining upon Dunstan’s
plan, each was obliged to drink precisely to a pin, whether he could
sustain a quantity of liquor equal to others ornot, and to that end i
became a rule that whether they exceeded, or fell short of the prescribed
bumper, they wore alike compelled to drink again, tjl| they reached the
next mark. In the year 1102 the priests, who frequently joined and
encouraged these drinking assemblies, were ordered to avoid such abom-
inations, and wholly to discontinue the practice of “drinking to pegs.”
Some of these Peg or pin cups, op bowls, and pin or peg tankards, are
Yet to be found in the cabinets of antiquaries, axd from them we can
trace some common tepms yet current among us, When a person is
much elated, wo say he is “in g merry pin,” which no doubt originally
meant that Lo had reached the mark which had deprived him of his usual
sedateness and sobrioty. We talk of taking a man « g peg down,” im-
plying that we shal] check him in any forwardness—g saying which
originated from g regulation that deprived all those of their turn of
driking, or ¢« of their peg,” who had become troublesome in their liquor.
From the like rule of sceiety came also the expression of “he ig g peg
too low,” that is, has been restrained too far—when We say that a per-
80N is not in equal 8pirits with his company ; while we also remark of
an individual that he js getting on « peg by reg,” or, in other words, he
is taking greator freedoms than he ought 1o do, which formerly meant,
he was drinking out of his turn, or, coutrary to rule, did not confine
himself' to his proper portion or peg, but drank to the neat, thereby
taking a double quantity.,

For the Yule and Wassal S0Ags, once so prevalent, the priests in course
of time substituted others, borrowed from Italy, having a direct reference
to the Nativity, and distinguished by the titles of Christmas Carols,
which religious SONgs pertaining 1o that holy season are continued to be
called.  The Christmas Carol is o "high antiquity ; indeed the Angels’
hymn of « Glory to God in the Hiyhest,” &e., has sometimes been cited
as the first instance of this sort of uoly song, Alluding to this hymn,
Bishop Taylor Says, “as soon as these blessed choristers had sung their
Christmas Carol, and taught the Church a hymn to put into her offices
forever in the anniversary of this festivity, the Angels returned jnto
heaven.” Thig angelic hymn was introduced by our Church, at g very
early period, into hep Communion Sorvice, being sung either at Morning
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Prayer, or in the Communion Service, or before the lessons on Christmas
day,—as Bingham states—in this last case more particularly retaining
its original character of the Christmas Carol. In process of time other
hymns of the same sort appear to have been formed after this example,
and a modification with respect to Christmas Carols, in two remarkable
particulars, was gradually introduced. For whereas these Christmas
Carols had originally formed, and still in some degree continued to
form, a part of the public offices of the Church, they had been brought
into a different use, being not confined to the Church services, but sung
by parties of singers or nocturnal musicians, called appropriately
“Waits ” or Watchmen,—as the word signities—who roamed about the
streets from house to house, on Christmas eve and other nights preced-
ing the festival of our Lord's Nativity, knocking at the doors, singing
their Christmas Carols, and wishing a happy New Year. And whereas
the Christmas Carols had been religious songs, they had, in many cases
at least, deviated from that rule, and had become little less than incite-
ments to the secular mirth and enjoyment which now characterises the
season of Christmas, and has well nigh superceded the primitive holy
character of the time.

Though many vestiges remain to remind us of the manner in which
Christmas was celebrated in days of yore, yet it is to be regretted that
the spirit of hospitality, which then accompanied its observance, has
now almost entirely vanished. Without entering upon the question
how far the diminution of these opportunities of cheerful and friendly
intercourse has or has not been productive of moral good to society at
large, it is sufficient to observe that brutality of manners is diminished
in proportion to the progress of social intereourse, until, ariving at what
is falsely called refinement, the noblest objects give place to stiff,
formal, and distant etiquette, not to be justified from one human being
to another. These customs so nearly obsolete, must therefore certainly
have their good effect; the interchange of civilities and kind offices
among friends and acquaintances, naturally created the most pleasant
sensations, and led to tnat hilarity and good humour go conspicuous in
the character of our ancestors, and so necessary to keep up the spirits
and resolution in this most gloomy season of the year; and notwith-
standing their now almost total abandonment, they will be still held in
esteem by those versed in the usages of antiquity, who can trace their
origin from the remotest periods.

During the progress of more than eighteen centuries, the peculiar
mode of keeping up the interchange of civilities between man and man
have altered with the usages and customs of the times; still, however,
something of reciprocal attention and benevolence of heart marked this
festive season; and it is most ardently to be hoped that refinement, in
spite of the prodigious strides it has made, may never be able wholly to
overthrow that sacred hospitality and cordiality which originated wit
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the 2 postles, when ai| Christians wore regarded as brothren, and g1
shared alike the same tables at this season of rejoicing, as they alike
bore the same toils and the same dangers. It is truo that the gradations
of civil life are necessary for the well being of society ; yot, placed by
the Almighty Upon an equality as to our ultimate hopes and destination,
these distinctions of worldly precedence, which ought never to be djs-
Played with too proud an affectation, should at times be rendered so
little perceptible as to harmonize with and soothe the feelings of the most
lowly. In this important point of view, therefore, the discontinuance
of customs, hy which the great and little had alike opportunity of testify-
ing their good wishes towards cach other, must be regarded as unfoe)-
ing, impolitic, and unnatural,

Even two centuries ago there had heen a great declension in the
Christmas festivities, as wo learn from a curious old volume entitled
“ Round about ouy Coal Fire,” in which the writer draws an amusing
contrast betwern his anq former times. 1le says that “ the manner of
celebrating this great course of holiday's is vastly different. from what
it was in formey days. There was once upon a time hospitality in the
land. An English gentleman at the opening of the great day had all hig
tenants and neighbors assembled in his great hall by day-break; the
strong beer was broached, and black Jjacks went Plentifully about with
toast, sugar, nutmeg, and good Christmas cheese. The rooms were em-
bowered with holly, ivy, cypress, bays, laurel, and mistletoo, and g
bouncing Christmas log in the chimney glowing like the cheeks of g
country milkmaid. Then was the pewter as bright ag Clarinda ; overy
bit of brass as polished as the most refined gentleman ; the servants
were then running here and theye with merry hearts and jolly coun-
tenances, Every one was busy in welcoming of guests, and looked ag
snug as new licked puppies. The lasses were as blithe and buxom as
the maids in £ood Queen Bess’s days, when they eat sirloins of roast
beef for breakfast, Peg would scuttle about to make a toast for John,
while Tom ran herum scarum to draw a jug of ale for Margery. This
great festival was in former times kept with so much freedom and
openness of heart that every one in the country, where a gentleman re-
sided, possessed at least a day of pleasure in the Christmas holidays,
The tables were al] spread from the first to the last. The sirloins of
beef, the minced pies, the plum porridge, the capons, turkeys, geese,
and plum puddings, were gl brought upon the board ; and all those
who had sharp stomachs and sharp knives eat heartily and were wel.
come, which gave rise to the proverb—¢Merry in the hall, when beards
wag all.”

“There wero then turnspits employed, who, by the time dinner was
over, looked as black and as greasy as a Welsh porridge-pot, but the
Jacks have since turned them out of dooys, The geese which used to
be fattened for the honest neighbors haye been of late sent to London,
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and the quills made into pens to convey away the landlord’s estate.
The sheep are driven away to raise money to answer the loss at a game
£ dice or cards; their skins made into parchment for deeds and inden-
tures. Nay even the poor innocent bee, who was used to pay its tribute
to the lord once a year in good methaglin for the entertainment of the
guests, and its wax converted into beneficial plasters forsick neighbors,
is now used for the sealing of deeds to his disadvantage.”

This contrast is brought down to our own times by a late writer who
says, “ that now Christmas-day only, or,at most, a day or two, are kept
by the people generally; the rest are school holidays. But formerly,
there was nothing but a ran of merry days from Christmas eve to Can-
dlemas, and the first twelve in particular were full of triumph and hos-
pitality. We have seen but too well the cause of this degeneracy.
What has saddened our summer time has saddened our winter. What
has taken from us our fields and May-flowers, and suffered them to smile
and die alone as if they were made for nothing else, has contracted our
flowing cups at Christmas.  The middle classes make a sorry business
of a pudding orso extra, and a game at cards. The rich invite their
friends to their country louses, and do little there but gossip and gam-
ble; and the poor are cither left out entirely, or presented with a few
clothes and eatables that make up a wretched substitute for the long
and hospitable intercourse of old.” All this is so much the worse, inas-
much as Christianity had a special eye to those feelings which should

remind us of the equal rights of all ; and the greatest beanty in it is
not merely its charity, which we contrive to swallow up in faith, but
being alive to the sentiment of charity, which is still more opposed  to
these proud distinetions and formal dealings out. The same spivit that
vindicated the pouring of rich ointment on Ilis feet, because it was a
homage paid to sentiment in His person, knew how to bless the gift of
a cup of water. Every face which you contribute t> set sparkling at
Christmas is a refleetion of that goodness of nature which generosity
helps to uncloud, as the windows reflect the lustre of the sunny heavens.
Every holly bough and cluster of berries with which you adorn your
houses, is a piece of natural piety as well as beauty, and will enable you
to relish the green world of which you show yourselves not forgetful.
Bvery harmless pleasure, every innocent mirth, however mirthful, every
forgetfilness even of serious things, when they are only swallowed up
in the kindness and joy with which it is the end of wisdom to produce,
is, as Milton expresses it,  wisest, virtuousest, discreetest, best.”
Cheerful hosp tality and innocent rovelry at the great festivals of the
year, especially at Christmas, may well combine with the religious ob-
sorvances by which as Christians we are bound to show our gratitude
for the unbounded mercy vouchsafed to us—for the fulfilment of a pro-
mise pronounced in the earliest ages of the world, which was torelease
us from the dominion of Satan—a promise which cven the Pagans in
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their traditions never lost sight of, although they confused jtg import *
with superstitions ceremonies, through the darkness of which its glim-
merings may be traced.—M. B,

HOLY DAYs,
THEIR NATURE, OBSERVANCE, ADVANTAGE, &e.

There is no object concerning the Church, its up)»ointnmnts orinterests,
which can properly be considered unimportant,  There is nothing which
may not wisely be made a subject of investigation, The people are in-
terested and ought to be in the constitution, laws and customs of the
Chureh.  But the clergy especially should Pay great attention to “ th
mint, anise and cummin ” qu well as to the more weighty matters con.
nected with the institutions of Christ and his holy apostles, They should
know and understand thoroughly the 1, asons of every observance
whatever it may be, that they may give to every, man who asketl, them
& reason not only of the hope that is in them, but of thejp creed in
general, of their faith in al] ji particulars, and of the common practices
and ways of the Church, We are often asked why we wegy a surplice
in the celebration of divine service, and we can give a ready answer,
saying, that ¢ the fine linen white and clean represents the santity of'
him who stands botween the living and the dead, is a bo(-nminggarmcnt,
and serves to remind the people of the rightcousness with which they
must be invested as priests to God and the Lamb, Why we put off the
white robe after prayers, and put on a blacl one no one but Genevs,
an tell, except we may suppose it is to show that we are ministeps of
wrath. Some people wonder why we read our pryers. An answep
may be easily made. Christ and Hig apostle worshipped in the temple
and synagogues with Pre-composed forms : wo have an example in
Acts iv, 24-30 of a Prayer prepared beforchand - liturgies have always
been used in the Church; and by means of them the congregation can
Join in common prayer to“one common Lord” whois the Author of
one “common salvation,” T, like manner it s asked why wo « observe
times ” and keep holy days. This jsq great question, Tt iy sufficient
to engage our mind. ” Lot ug look at it in all jts bearings. What are
holy days? Ought we to keep them?  Tow ought we to keep them ?
what profit is there in keeping them ?

i § \R'lmt are holy days ?

Every Sunday is'a holy day. A holy day is g day set apart for pel.
igious purposes : but it is evident that some days are more solemnly sot
apart than others, and by a higher authority, Sundays are days the
most holy. They are sanctified by the will” of (o - Some choose to
toregard Sundays as days observed by merely human authop ty ; answer-
ing indeed a great end ; but not demnnding the same reverenco as the
Jewish Sabbaths, We regard Sunday ag taking the place of the Jewish
Sabbath, and believe that whatever is enjoined in the 4th Commandment
respecting the latter is to be heeded as ‘if relating to the former, The
ten commandments haye never been abrogated, and if it be not right to
observe the Jirst day of the week we are bound to observe the seventh,

A seventh portion of our time belongs exclusively to God by the will
of God. Christ’s resurrection proved his divine mission, showed his
work acceptable to God, and justifies oup faita.  He rose on the first
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day of the week, and as the redemption of the world is unquestionably
the greatest event sinee its creation, so the first day has taken the place
of the seventh,and become still more holy. The apostles, acting as we
must believe, by divine authority kept that day sacred to the Lord.
Our Lord Jesus Christ showed His approval of their conduct by
appearing to them after His resurrection on His own day. The first
day of the week is the Lord’s day, and its observance is an evidence of
his having really risen from the dead, It is a monument set up at the
time, which remains standing to the present, and shall stand as long as
the moon endureth. The Lord’s day is the Christian Sabbath, andis
properly so-called, for it isa day of rest—a holy Sabbath unto the Lord.
he Sundays throughout the year are made by the Church to com-
memorate great events recorded in the Gospels. Bach Sunday has its
collect, epistle and gospel, as well as its lessons from the Old and New
Testaments; and thus some particular subject is brought forward for
meditation. The Church has her year which is divided into seasons: 1st,
Advent and Epiphany ; 2d, Lent with its introductory weeks ; 3d, Easter
with Ascension and Pentecost; 4th, Trinity. The great holy days
coming always on Sunday arc Easter, Whitsunday and Trinity. These
we do not claim to be of divine appointment; but they are festivals
which have been kept from the primitive age by the Catholic Church.

The controversy which early arose about the true time of keeing
Easter concerns us little.  Now as we must keep the Lord’s day, there
can be no reason why we should not specially keep in mind his acts and
words and sufterings; and how can wedo so better than by appropriating
certain Sundays for the consideration of certain themes relative thereto ?

The Sundays so appropriated, thence derive their character and name.

The most important events are commemorated on days which are
thereby made most solemn, and are imprinted on the mind as they
otherwise would not be. Though some great festivals may happen on
a week day, yet because there are more likely to be mary at Church on
Sunday, every great fact and doctrine is presented in order on thatday,
giving it additional glory and beauty. The Lord’sday* therefore, seems
doubly sacred. It isholy by divine appointment,and it is holy by the
particular observances of the Church, which hath a elaim upon our
obedience as being ¢ the wife of the Lamb” and ¢ the mother of us all.’,

The holy days having special reference to our Lord, which may fall
upon any day of the weck are the feasts of the Nativity, Circumcision
and Epiphany. In addition, there are certain ones which fall on desig-
nated days not being Sundays, as the day of the Crucifixion, Easter
Even and Ascension Day. These days are rckoned holy by the Church’s
sons and daughters, because delighting in her Lord she wishes us to
keep in mind all he hasdone and suffered for us, and not for us only
but for those who are scattered abroad. God has not appointed them.
Itisnot claimed that He has. We keep them in obedience to the Church.

It is not necessary to speak particularly of other days which especially
regard the Saviour, and which we observe with greater or less strictness ;
for the same principle applies to all; if one holy day be objected to so
may all ; if* one member suffer all suffer with it.”

Another class of holy days, and one to which the greatest objoction is
made, is that which commemorates the calling, conversion, sufferings,
and acts of the saints, These days are called after the names of the
persons whose lives are proposed for consideration, or whose deaths
should command consideration, Our branch of the Church Catholic
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invites our attention only to those of whose saintliness there can be no.
donbt—most of these the immediato Disciples and Apostles of our Lord,
he festivaly of « All Saings and “ All Angels” do not portray in-
dividuals, and cannot be objected to as presenting ereatures of doubtfi]
holiness for imitation, The circumstances recorded 1 Seripture relating
to holy men, might seldom if ever ho thought of, if g particular day
were not devoted to meditation upon them. ~ On such days we turn ouy
whole attention to the doings and sayings of men of whom the world
was not worthy, and who in life and death were witnesses of Chyist,

2. Ought we to keep holy days ? Ought we to observe these last
mentioned ? for if jt appear that we ought, or that it iy right s» to do
ifwe thinlk best, there will bo no need of saying anything moye of the
rest. Christians generally do not now, whatever they did fifty years
ago, object much to Christmas, Bastor, Ascension Day or WhitSunda{';
but it looks to many an ahsuy( thing to keep festivals in memory of St,
Paul, St. Barnabas, or S, James, These menwere greater than Generals,
Prosidents, Princes or Kings.  But who objects to keep days in honop of
them? Nay ! who objects to regard the day of his own birth ? Ifq man
objects decidely to the Special observance of anybody’s whatevop except
the Lord,s day, the case is altered ; but we may very properly expect a
good reason from him fop his opinion—such 5 reason as he will hardly

prepared to give,

Some persons, ignorant of the facts, Suppose all Saints’ days to be of

mish origin.  That the Romish Church keeps holy days is true; but
80 she does many things not at g1 objectionable, Sheskeeps the Lord’s
day, believes the Soriptm‘cs, and accepts the Catholic Creeds; shall we,
therefore do Jjust the contrary ? The Romish Church accounting many to
be saints who were notsaints at al] greatly errs; she errs too in invoking
their aid and intereession ; byt this is no argument against our seekipe
to profit by devoting occasionally one day to meditation upon a strictly
Seriptural character, We have no calendar of Saints but the Holy Serip-
tures; we worship none : we Pray to none; but we would imitate the
Virtues of those who were taught by the Apostles of Christ or by Christ
Himself. '

Has God commanded us to keep certain days holy ? He has not
except the one great day—the brightest and best of all the seven : neither
has He forbidden us.  Saints’ days we do not expect those not of our
communion to regard ; nor can We command the members of our own

hurch to keep them; bt We can point ofit the reasonablencss of
xegarding them, and this the clergy ought to do. Besides, they who
belong to the Church ought to obey the rules of the Church ; this every
soc-ioty-m'cry kind of society—requires jts members ¢p expects them
to do. Wo see other religions denominations appointing fasts and
festivals ag suits their convenience ; the State does in like manner; what
is to hinder yg therefore from uniting on particular daysthe Holy Chureh
throught the world in praising God for the 2ood examples of all those
who have departed hence in the true faith of His holy name ?

The Saints’ days are o fow that no Churchman ought to object to.
observe them and it is not likely that the Reformed Chureh wi|] readily
Tonsent to a great addition 1o the number, No one can bring up St,
Paul’s words ag an objection: « et ne man judge you—in respect of an
holy day, or of {he Sabbath days ; Which are a shadow of good things to
to come, but the body is of Chrit.” For in the fipst place, we do not
keep Jewisy, festivals, and in the second we do not hind the observance
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of Saints’ days imperatively upon any; the Church simply asks her
children to commemorate the virtues of the Saints that they may receive
spiritual profit and advancement.

Suppose it cannot be proved that we ought to keep the Saints” days, it
certainly cannot be that we ought not.  That we may keep them if we
c¢hoose 1o one can deny.  We acknowledge that such festivalshave been
unnecessarily multiplied and improperly celebrated by corrupt branches
of the Church; but the abuse of anything is no argument against its use.

Every institution may be perverted by ignorance or superstition; but
who will be persuaded to throw away the good for fear of retaining the
evil ?

3. If it appear reasonable to observe loly days;if there bé no suf-
ficient argument for not doing so; if the Churchalways has done so, or at
least from so early a period that itis difficult to discover when it was
otherwise, and it the Church or that part of it to which we belong,
desire us, though she does not command, to celebrate holy days—holy
days besiies ordinary Sundays; we must naturally enquire—ITow we
ought to celebrate them. Ioly days, unless they fall on Sunday, are
talken very little notice of by very many Church people, and even by
some of the clergy. There scems to be a great deal of indifference
regarding them, especially if they are merely Saints” days. It being diffi-
cultoften toassemble acongregation for prayers on the morning of'a week

day, it is & common thing to passover holy days occuring therein with-
out even a notice. The rubric, however, in the communion office, is ex-
plicit: « Tuen the minister shall declare unto the people what holy-days
or fasting days are in the week following to be observed.”  Evenwhere
aweek day morning service is impracticable, the minister ought on the
Sunday previous to notice such days as should be specially regarded, as
thereby attention may be called to the consideration of such subjects as
might ¢lse be unthought of. 1t is wise too to discourse on the Sunday
preceding or following a holy day on the particular subject of the day.

This could generally be done in the afternoon or evening; for in
the morning attention is directed more particularly to the subject sug-
gested in the Collect for the day.  But if the Sunday be a speeial festival,
the whole day will need to be devoted to its designed object.  Such
Sundays as those of Advent, the first after Christmas, the first after
Epiphany, the tirst in Lent, the Sunday before Haster, aster Sunday,
the Sunday of Ascenzion, Whit-Sunday and Trinity Sunday, should never
be passed over without as full a presentation as possible of the doctrines
they suggest.  On all high festivals, whether oceuring on Sunday or
week day it seems appropriate to administer the IHoly Communion.

It will perhaps be here expected that the question will be answered
whether when a Saints’ day falls on an ordinary Sunday, the Collects
for both should be read or only that for the former. Opinions difler on
this matter, and in the absence of a determinate rule, individuals will
follow their own inclinations. To me it has alwaysscemed an ohject to
have our service as simple as possible, and not to confuse uninstructed
persons by more changes of place in the Prayer Book than necessary.
I therefore think that it is better to read only the Collect for the Saints’
day. The Lessons for the Saints’ day will, of course, be preferred to thoso
of the ordinary Sunday, except where they are taken from the Apoerypha,
in which case the Lessons of the Sunday should be substituted.

Where there is a possibility of assembling ¢ two or three,” and in

almost every parish t‘lis can be done, there should be at least & Morning
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Service on every Suin[s'duy throughout the year. During Lent, services
should be held ‘as frequeutly as is advisable, but never Joxs than twice g
week, i e. on Wednesday and Friday. A ghopt address explaining why
such days are kept is often of use, A bricf‘a(w-ount,oflhc lives of Saints
in memory of whom Wemay meet togeather may always e made profi-
table.  Sometimes an Bvening Servico at, the most convenient houy s
advisable, when sucl, instruction can he imparted as may be needed
Most. As, however, the ante-Communion Service is always to he read,
when there js g special Collect foy the day, there should |

rather than an Evening Service, both jf convenient;
Service rather than none at all,

During the day we ought to meditate upon the theme chosen fiy us by
the Church ; ifif b Saints’ day, upon the virtue of' t}e Saints of God
—such Saints a5  have been eminent fop holiness anq Patience ; hug
p:u-ticuhn'l_\f should we turn our minds to the consideration ut'thm-x:lmplo
then proposed for imitation. We are not required indeed to withdraw
from our ordinary pursuits on week day festivals op fasts ; but the more
time wo can spare for religious purposes the better, [y Christmag Day,
Good Friday, and one ortwo others, wepe more regarded an solemnized,
we think that much greater spiritual good would be obtained,

4. What profit iy there in kkeeping holy days ?
least there is, Ifwe are in thought drawn away from a too cager pur-
suit of temporal things a benefit js reccived.  We are g tooapt to let
worldly business and pleasure divert ug from meditation upon the spiritual
Joys of grace and eternal life, l').\'(-omling'ly few will meet anywhere for
the daily worship of God. [y Christain familjes even, family prayer ig
sometimes neglected oy hurried over g4 though we hag been set on fire
by the world. Now, the very thought that o such a day there js g
Special service in the church may have some iflnuence op hearts not
entirely dead. The very sound of the chupch bell, proclajms to the
world that there is g life to come, The thought too of 5 faithiul fow
meeting for prayer gives an impulse to onp feeble desires aftop more
grace and love. ~ There are places where the house of prayer woul( never
¢ opened from Sunday to Sunday, if the minister did no say that the
Church had appointed such and such days to bo keptin men
worthy followers of the Lord. The
that every fast and festival would Le

and some at least be blest,

Men haturally imitate ; byt they often imitate the bad as wel] o the
good, The men of grace imitate,” but thejp privilege an duty are to
imitate good men and to be followeys of Jesus Christ. And that wemay
desire 50 to do on certain days the virtue, sufferings, an testimonies of

O our mnotice. This is donge for the most part in
words which the holy Spirt teacheth ; oup minds are affected : our Learty
are stirred ; oup souls are quickened ; we long to be like those who fo).
lowed Christ of'old through evilreport and good report, W pray that

God may give us 8race to serve him even as they,and {hat we may be

saved from every unholy disposition ang act.  Thus we become lovers

and followers of that whichis good ; thus we become lovers and followeps
of good men; thus we learn the power of'cxnmple, and desire to walk
Lord Jesus, not fop our sake only but fop

as they walked who loved the

the sake of others, W desire too to be of the number of those who are
&caled in their foreheads and their hearts; yea ! to bo of that multitude
Which no man can number, who stand before the throne and before th
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256 The Nativity of Christ.
3
Lamb; and who cry with aloud voice, saying, Salvation to our God 1
which sitteth upon the throne and untothe Lamb! The memory of the f
Just is blessed ; we would, therefore, seek to become like them, like them W
especially whom the Church holds up as examples ; we would, like them, s
be just, and co-inheritors with them of the blessing. We praise God for P
them—for their faith, their virtue and their constancy unto death, and
are glad that we belong to the Church of the First born, whose names are of
written in heaven.—J. I.. Burrows. si
—— — tl
THI NATIVITY OF CHRIST. :E
Curistvas is the most joyful festival of the Christian season; the ar
very name is associated with all that it is pure and beautiful, and it Vi
speaks of the outpouring of an abundant blessing. ?‘“
It commemorates the most important event in the annals of time; ”u
an event most wondrous in prophecy, and amazing in fulfilment. But “‘
as in overy circling year, we keep one day inhappy memory of the o
commmencement of the holy life that had in boundless love been pro- '.s
mised for the redemption of mankind, aye, promised ever since the fresh :’nm
bloom of Creation’s fairest work was first tainted with the breath of im- uti
purity, and sin had made that redemption so necessary to man’s salva- far
tion, so with renewed interest can we ever revert to the circumstances e
attendant on that sacred time. {hé
In the countless ages of eternity the time of Christ’s coming was as,  gpq
naught, but to man it was long, very long. Yet the expectation was i
ever kept alive, and His life and doctrine were ever shadowed forth, by pay
things visible and invisible. Typical rites were instituted, symbolic  tjq
signs given, and dark sayings delivered, all of which could only receive Y
their full light and re. ealation in the life and death of the Redeemer. nan
One by one did seers and prophets ever foretell His advent, keeping  last
up a continual chain of prophecy, until, shortly before His coming, wor
the sudden cessation of inspired messages, betokened His near approach,  in tl
as the darkest time of night tells of the break of morn. line:
Some would by their lives proclaim His mission in the various forms  that
in which it afterwards presented itself. There was Moses giving the N
people in the wilderness bread from Heaven o that man did eat angel’s  men
food ; and water also from the stony rock. His law of love and strict with
Integrity were represented by the Mosaic law, shewing how vile is the ]““‘1'.
smallest sin in His sight. There was the solemn Passover, of which D(‘l‘(']
ail who should eat might live, though requiring the recipients thercof  indul
1o scarch diligently and cleanse themselves from the leaven of hypoeri- — Valuc
sy, and to be fitly prepared for it. There was the Serpent of brass, Upon
uplifted in the desert, that -all who had faith might look unto it and = Bu
live, even when life appeared beyond hope. And yet greater type of could
our Blessed Redeemer, was the atonement made by the Great High Xkind
Priest for the sins of all the people, the propriatiory sacrifice offered ‘hel)ll
on their behalf.  In that mysterious rite after confossing the sins of the =—bu
people and laying them as it were on the head of a guiltless animal to the T
})o earried away to a land not inhabited, the Iligh Priest would offer the about
blood of the sacrifice as an atonement before the mercy seat of God. :{Wﬂs it
Aye and was not even the Sechekina resting within the veil of the taber- I:};CPIN
ever ¢

nacle a fit type of Him who took “{‘}" tabernacle of our flesh upon Ilim.
Then oo, there was Elijah fasting

orty days and forty nights in the
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wilderness, and later, cleaving the Heavens in his upward flight; and
Elisha healing even the leprosy of sin. Thus did all things shadow
forth His life and doctrine. The place and circumstances of Hig birth
were foretold, His lowly life, His rejection by the people He came to
save, His sorrows, His sufferings,—all were whispered of old, though
perchance wrapt in mystery to some,

Many too were the prophecies foretelling His glorious kingdom and
of its wide spread dominion over earth and sea ; many were the allu.
sions to the righteous branch that was to come forth of the Lord and of
the Salvation to be extended unto Israel. Many a time and oft was
the promise of redemption echoed from generation to generation, and
Sweet were the promises of fountaing of Living water to the thirsty soul
and the Shadow of the great rock to the weary wanderer. ¢ Behold g
virgin shall coneeive and bear a son and shall call Hisname Emmanuel,”
surely an incomprehensible prophecy to ordinary minds, yot abundant]
fulfilled in the mystery of the Incarnation. The Prophet Micah says
“And thou Bethlehem Ephrata, though thou be ljttle among the
thousands of‘Judah, Yet out of Thee shall He come forth unto me that
is to be the ruler in Israe]” yet it was but by apparently accidental cip-
cumstances that e was born in Bethlchem, though secretly ordained
in the councils of the most High. “To, I come were the loving words
uttered by thoe inspired Palmist, and they as many others were words
familiar with all who felt an interest in ilis coming, and he]pcd to im-
press upon them the certainty of that coming. So he expectation of
the Messiah could not fail to be universal i and as the time when He
should appear drew nigh, those faithful men who had long watched
with the intense yearning of those who watch for morning, were now to
have their desire satistied, for the Dayspring from on high had visited
them, and the Daystar had arisen in their hearts,

Yes “Untous a child is born, unto us a Son is given and hig
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Ever-
lasting Father, the Prince of Peace.” But came He as a Prince of this
world >—Nay, think on the great humility in which He came, not “wrapt
in thunder clouds” oy “riding upon the wings of the wind,” but in low.
liness and poverty did He come, who was to be a Leader and a King to
that proud nation and to the wealthy cities of Judeg,

No warmth pervading the chill night air, no room of sacred retire-
ment, no downy pillowed cradle, or fair soft linen robes, but in a stable
with the oxen standing by, and rough and curious people of the city
hurrying to and fro, the Moly child was laid in a manger, rude and bare
perchance, but assuredly most comfortless and chill—nought to betoken
indulgence or comfort even from His very birth, but all to teach us the
value we should set upon the pride of lifo by the contempt He flung
upon the things of time and sense,

ut again was His birth so very lowly ? was it divestod of all that

could bespeak Hig truly High and Holy Parentage. How was it man-
kind received the message of His Birth: True jt was given but to
Bhepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch o’ep their flooks by night
=But who was gent to herald forth the tidings ? “Io| the angel of
the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round
about them.”—Ab, did this betoken lowliness or poverty ? nay rather

Was it the lofty majesty of the author of unsearchable riches, "But the
shepherds were sovo afraid; and mark how those Heavenly beings had

0 them, “ Feap

Lver caused mankind to fear. Yet the angel said unt
g
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not, for behold I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to
all people, for unto you'is born this day, in the city of David, a Saviour
which is Christ the Lord ; and this shall be the sign unto you, ye shall
find the Babe wrapt in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger ;" ‘and sud-
denly, as if the countless throngs of angels bright, had been with
breathless interest and love and scarce restrained impatience, waiting
for the signal when they might join the chorus of their praise, ¢ sudden-
ly there was with the angel a multitude of the Heavenly Host, praising
God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the Highest and on Earth peace, good
will towards men.”—0h ! is there not something surpassingly lovely

and beauteous in the recital of that simple story; the poverty was ‘
merely 80 in outward surroundings.  See how highly He was exalted, :
who thus humbled Himself to take upon Him our nature and to be ;
found in fashion as a man. ' :
The Gospel story goes on to suy, It came to pass as the angelswere
gone away from them into Ieaven, while the music of those Heavenly |
voices yet lingered on their ears, 7
“Like pulses that round harp-strings float b
“ When the full strain is o'cr, 1]
and while still their hearts were stivred with a love they never knew
before, they said one to another, “Tot us 20 now even unto Bethle- ¥
hem and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath (‘)‘t

made known unto us, and they came with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the Babe lying in‘the manger.”  They found it even as the )
it . v i

angel had said, and to quote Keble, Jo:

“Wrapped in His swaddling bands in

And in His manger laid, for

The Hope and Glory of all lands -

Is come to the world's aid.”

. rec

Again, it was not Kings or Princes or those mightily estecrned among ma

men that first visited the Royal child, for it was the

“ I'he pastoral spirits first wh

Approach the Babe Divine,” gre

. : - : ! o and

Yes, there is a majestic grandeur, a sublime loveliness forcing itself sha

out into bold relief from all mere carthly associations; an undercurrent “ ot

of boundless and illimitable love, swaying as it were the tide of glory cov

| into never ceasing waves of song. Faith can illumine that humble y
! scene with a glow of Ieavenly light, with riches of beauteous £race no i
! carthly pomp could give—for here in this apparently unconscious In- ;lln(«
i fant was the folded bud of the vine that was to cover the carth; the \:'ci
| word made flesh come to dwell among us. Here within this delicate sals
| fragil form was enfolded the Majesty of ‘the eternal Godhead. The d Dot
I Divine Glory was as surely there hidden, as when in days of yore, it “l'lt(
i rested on the golden mercy seat, beneath the outstretched wings of the f'ox"u

I Cherubim within the Holy of Holies, thongh sercened from view by the and
| veil so typical of His flesh. For the angel had said, “Unto you is born atm
! this day a Saviour,” and the words instinetively rise to our minds, «I, ;m o}
! even I amthe Lord, and besides me there is no Saviour.” That fair but 1
| little one was the same with Iim that spake by the Prophets, and that migh
moved upon the face of the waters, and created the glorious light when ¥ re ﬁ |
’ a8 yet all was chaos and darkness, And He came now to breathe o'er ¥ i o)(
| the worlds gross darkness, and the chaos of religious principle, a breath 3 Oh

!
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of purity and love, to dispel the gloomy darkness that prevaded a]]
hearts, and to diffuso the glorious light of the gospel to those who could
receive it.

Yet well could we say “ Verily thou art a God that hidest thyself, O

God of Israel the Saviour ;" for many years must elapse ere the people
of that generation could look upon iHim ag their Redeemer., For this
wonderful “taking of the Manhood into God,” was but the beginning
of miracles, but a commencement of the work of salvation, and, there-
fore, a clear preception of the results wug not possible, g partial
knowledge on any subject being inevitable mystery, much more so the
decp one under consideration,

The whole work of redemption was so fap above anything theip
imagination could conceive, so far beyond the power of their intellect
to grasp, that even in the early days of the Gospel dispensation there
Was much that time alone could elucidate,

Many suns must rise and set, and many moons wax and wane, and
many summers and winters succeed each other in continous routine,
before the people of that generation could understand how great were
the benefits of which they might in consequence be the partakeps,

But now as on this Holy Festival we look back through the vista of
many centuries, we see the Holy Infant lying in His manger bed, and ag
we listen to the chorus of the ]lv:wcnlu\'lloxt, We canunderstand some
of the great things He has done for US—our mind’s eye embraces tha
whole picture, and we seo how the germ that was enfolded in the bud,
has grown, and expanded, and borne much fruit unto Salvation, and
leaves for the healing of the nations.—We see His Church founded even
in troublous times, prospering "nnt\\'ithn’l:tmling, even  though the
foundations were cemented by the blood of the Holy Army of Martyrs,

We see the institution of the Sacraments anq their ever increasing
reception in every age and clime, we see the firm establishment of
many a sacred doctrine upheld amidst fiercest strifo, Now also, has
the Branch spread out into an immense vine that bids fajr to cover the
whole earth, th grain of mustard seed grown up and waxed into g

great tree; and surely it is our high privelege to rest beneath its shadow ;
at they
re shall be no end,
, as the waters that

shall go on forever increasing ; for of His kingdom the
“Hill the carth be full of knowledge of the Lord
cover the sea.”

We by reason of the glorious light of the Gospel truth ang the
strength of sacramenty] grace, ean discern the natyre of the Heaven]
kingdon, and know how great things have been done for us; and can
ve bt wonder and adore the depth of love that accomplished so areat
salvation, What 4 scason of joy and thankfulness unfeigned should this
0 1o us. Oh, |ot NS never weary of' offering up our Alleluias to Him
that was, and is, and is to come, who ever liveth to make intercession
forus; notas in ages past when He looked and there was no intcl'(-('ssor,
and Ile wondereq there was none to save; but now when His Mighty
arm has wrought deliverance, and I7js right hand hath saved us, Jet
Us never cease to offop Up our praise to Him for Ijg wondrous love,
but rather Jet us join the multitude of the Heavenly Host, and swel] the
mighty chorus of thanksgiving and adoration, that now receives g

. reply from the uttermost part of the carth, and that wil] again be
+ echoed in responsive songs from the everlasting hills,
Oh! could we but catch the echo of the endless song that tunes
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the harp strings of the redeemed, and forms the key note of everlasting
gaise! Could we but raise our hearts to join the anthem of the

eavenly choir, and bend in adoration unto Him, in that our peace is
accomplished, and good will extended to us from Heaven, and that God
in the fulness of his grace doth rest among us.

How can we ever say, at the return of this glorious Christmas tide,
that it is sad or weary, the time being associated with some earthly trial,
Sharp though it may have been, does it not fall into insignificance com-

ared with the glory which was then revealed in the birth of our
deemer.

And asall earthly joys and sorrows should bend subservient to the
contemplation of the Redeemer’s love, let us endeavour to shew forth
our love by seeking out some of those whom He has marked as His on
earth, and return to them some slight token of the great benefits He
at this time conferred upon us.

Let us call in our friends and our neighbors to rejoice with us, and
make it a season of thankfulness unfeigned, offering to Him the music
of a thankful heart. Let us giory in decorating and adorning His Ioly
Temple with purest and loveliest flowers, and wreathe it with choicest
evergreens, in representation of the pure freshness of our love, and our
enduring faith in Him, as well as to shew forth our joy at the return of
the Ioly Festival; and thus in adorning and beautifying the visible
church, we are reminded of the preparation our hearts should undergo to
join the praises of the Church triumphant.

Yet, who can look on these things unmoved, or think of how little
true preparation they are the representation? et us have a care lest
we lose the unspealm[y;lo benefit to be derived from a true appreciation of

« these Holy lessons.

Let us extend to all men that Peace that was left as an heritage to
earth, and that will last forevermore; Peace that shall be forever
increasing, and of the happiness of which thereshall beno end—and the
Heavens shall sing, and the earth be joyful, and the mountains shall
break forth into singing for the Lord hath comforted His people, and
“the stretching out of His wings shall fill the land, O Immanucl.”

ETHEL.

Picton, Ont.

¢OBJECTIVE’ AND ¢SUBJECTIVE.

We quote the following from Sir Robert Phillimore’s Judgment in the
Bennett case. The reader will observe that the Dean of Arches appears
to have been impressed by the striking quotation from Bishop Goodwin.
In its way it is a strong offset to the memorable language of Bishop
Moberly, in his Bampton Lectures, page 171;

Real Presence.—The use of the terms Objective and Subjective.

During the course of the argument, the use of the phrase objective
Presence was demurred to by the counsel for the promoter. It was said,
I believe quite truly, that the phrase had been recently introduced into
treatises of English thoelogy : a remark which might also be made with
respect to the introduction of it into systems of philosophy. I mean to
speak with proper diffidence on this subject, but the fact seems to be by
no means conclusive against the use of it in either science. Philosophy
and theology have derived these terms, objective and subjective, from the
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schoolmen,and in both sciences they express adistinction which perhaps
no other terms can adequately convey.

Subjective in both sciences, denotes, I believe, that which belongs to
the mind or soul of man, the thinking conscious subject.

Objective denotes that which belongs to what is without or external
to the mind or soul of man, the object known, perceived, or believed to
exist. It signifies what is real in opposition to what is ideal; whatexists
in nature in contrast to what exists in thought ; what has a substantive,
independent existence in fact, not a relative dependent existence in the
mind or soul of the individual,

Thus the phrase subjective Presence would be used, I presume, to mean
that the presence of Christ is in the act of reception by the communicant
of the consecrated elements themselves.

The phrase objective Presenco would be used, T presume, to mean that
the presence of Christ js mysteriously, but really, in the consecrated
elements apart from the act of reception by the communicant,

The use of these phrases cannot be imposed as a necessary condition
of resolving the question as to the mode of the Presence. It seems to
me that the language of the present Bishop of Carlisle on this point
deserves attention :—

“We see it and hear it, for instance, continually and very warmly
discussed, whether the Presence of Christ in the Sacrament be an objective
or a subjective Presence. Tt is taken for granted that it must be either
the one or the other; it must either Lo objective, that is, independent of
the mind contemplating it, or else it must be subjective, that is, depend-
ent upon the contemplating mind. Now it may seem at first sight that,
this view of the question js exhaustive ; and yet whichever horn of the
dilemma you take you arrive at consequences not easily admissible,
Is it conceivable that the Presence of Christ should be altogether in-
dependent of the worshippers? If so, do You not degrade that Presence,
and run the risk of confounding the Sacrament with a charm, some.-
thing that can produce results without the accompanying energy of a
true and living faith on the part of those who receive it? On the other
hand, is it conceivable that the Presence of Christ should be altogether
dependent upon the spirit of the worshipper, so that there should be no
absolute and independent truth and meaning in the words of our Lord
when He said, * This is My Body,” and “This is My Blood"? T cannot
accept cither horn of the dilemma. And if'it bo asked, What then will
youdo? 7 reply by denying that any one has a right to submit the words of
Christ to any dilemma of thekind.  What right have we to say that Hig
Presence must be either objective or subjective ? Why may it not in
Some sense be both?  Or how do we know that mysterious Presence
of which we speak is capable of being described under such a formula
at all.” ¢

However recently the terms objective and subjective may have been
introduced into our theology, and whether the introduction of them has
or has not been necessitated or Justified by increased laxity and con-
fusion of speech upon the subject of the Holy Eucharist, they are cer-
tainly now supported by very high authority, even if we confine our
consideration to the writers of our country, They have been ado ted
as will be seen in the citations which I have made, by some of the most
erudite and esteemed of our own,divines. And in my opinion it was
legally competent to Mr. Bennett to make use of them,
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THE PULPIT AND THE PARISH.

A Sermon preached at the Visitation of the Lord Bishop of Quebee, held at Bishop's College,
{ Lennoxville, 5th July, 1870.

BY REV. JOHN CARRY,B .D,

NEH. VIIL, 10.—*The Joy of the Lord is your strength,”

These words invite our thoughts to one of the most interesting
events in the varied life of the Church, one which furnishes as impres-
sive an example as can well be found of those contrasts so oflen to be
seen in the course of Divine Providence, in which joy and sorrow meet
and conflict, to the triumph of the former. The little band of returned
exiles, who obeyed the voice “Go ye out of the midst of her,” and who had
‘‘come again to their own border,” surveyed, with mingled feclings, the
desolation of their ancestral home and the temple of their God. The
more youthful compared it to the stateliness of  Great Babylon ; the
older, with the splendor of Jerusalem, which still glimmered in their
failing memories. But the sadness of all was alike, as they remembered
the common guilt which was the causo of the common ruin. To
deepen and purify their sense of sin “ they spake unto Ezra the scribe
to bring the Book of the Law of Moses, which the Lord commanded to
Israel.” They reverently hear its words, and, with smitten conciences
and feelings awakened to the utmost, all tho people weep. If ever
there was a pure and honorable sorrow, it was theirs; one that they
might innocently indulge, and one that others must regard with pity
and respect.  And yet even that sorrow must be checked—its tears
must be stayed. For mere sadness is no part of religion, while, unless
relieved and balanced by joy, it is a source of weakness and danger,
experience verifying the apostolic dictum, “the sorrow of the world "—
a sorkow on which no heavenly light shines—¢worketh death.” The
returned exXiles had much cause for joy. It was not befitting that they
should indulge weak and useless regrets, the offspring of “sweet self:
pity.” They were bound, as Nehemiah admonishes them, to look on
the bright side of the picture. The joy for which God had given such
rich occasion, and which had its secure foundations in him, was to sup-
port and invigorate them by its divine brightness—it was to be their
“strength,” and, amid blackened ruins and dismantled towers, it was
to be, what the Hebrew Maoz here implies, their fortress, equipment, or
plan of military defence.

My dear brethren of the Clergy, in this brief narrative, as in a glass,
we may see ourselves, our position, our duty and encouragements dis-
tinctly reflected. :

I. We have causes of depression and “even weeping” exactly parallel
to those of the Hebrew exiles.
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1. Wo see as none others do or can the desolations of Zion, It is ours
not only to survey the gaping breaches made in her glorious and never. -
to-be-demolished walls by furious scepticism, but to note day by day,
how worldliness and error loosen many fair and goodly stones. It is
ours to note how once promising neighborhoods and congregations
gradually sink into a hopeless condition; through a variety of unhappy
causes, and sometimes because, through sheer poverty, they cannot
receive a little seasonable aid. And, on a smaller scaie, as we go our
little parochial rounds, how mach sin and poverty do we discover—a
combination potent for misery. Well might George Herbert say, “the
Country Parson is generally sad,” a sentence strange enough to the buoy-
ant beginner, but all too soon brought home to the heart, and long
before grey hairs announce the wisdom of experience.

But we must not murmur at the more than painful feelings that falls
to our lot, knowing that those whom Jesus admits to special nearness
to Himself, even sometimes to the Mount of Transfiguration, must also
enter into their Master's sorrow, and become, as most of His prophets
were, like Himself, “ men of sorrows,”

2. As the Jews wept at the hearing of God’s Law, which reminded
them of the true causes of their exile; so we, whose office calls us to
the “daily reading and weighing of the scripture,” have our consciences
necessarily and painfully touched with the sense of our many short-
comings,

“ The blood of souls by Christ redeemed,
But, while we roved or idly dreamed,
Lost to be found no more,”

may well stir not only tender sorrow but awful fears, and send us to
St. Peter’s bitter weeping.

3. As the exiles were hindered and harrassed in rebuilding Jerusalem
by the malicious hostility of the Samaratans ; so do we very painfully
feel the restless opposition of sects and heresies in our daily labors to
build up the House of our God. We cannot but be sorrowful at the
uncharitableness and unreasonableness of the obstacles thrown in our
way.  We are sad, because thus God’s honor is hindered, the salvation
of souls is jeoparded, and because the opposers themselves are so pro-
foundly unaware of the blessings wo would bring them, in the Name of
the Lord. But who can doubt that even from evils so great as these,
Omnipotent Wisdom knows how to educe good ?

4. When we look at home, we are met by causes of still more
poignant sorrow—disunion, instead of the « good and pleasant” sight
of “Dbrethren dwelling together in unity,”—which, as tht Psalmist
intimates, is the summary of  blessing commanded ” to rest on Mount
Zion for evermore. The thought of this is sorrow enough, without
many words,

5. But there is another element of sorrow, which clamours for a
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place in this enumeration—indeed it cannot be refused a place, though
the last place,—and that is, the poverty of our parsonages. Would to God
that the church at largo would look into these clerical homes with a
little more thought and a little more Christian kindness, for none of
our difficulties are so easily removable as this; and, besides, it is one
that most immediately re-acts, and with most injurious effect, on the
church at large. T am sure I but speak the common sentiment of the
Clergy, when I say, that we regret our poverty far more for the
Church’s sake than our own; that it is not the rough and homely
furniture of our houses, the humble fare of our tables, the scanty
clothing of our children, the anxicties and toils of our wives, the hope-
lessness of securing respectable education or positions for our families,
that so much moves our regrets, as the daily hindrances to success in
the work of our ministry which our undue poverty interposes, distract-
ing our thoughts, without any sin of ours, withholding us from books
and knowledge, hampering us by the want of the most necessary
material appliances, and imperatively claiming much of that time
which belongs to the Lord and His Church, but which we are forcibly
hindered from consecrating to Him. e are wronged by this poverty,
but Christ and Iis people much more.

Under these causes of sorrow, how are we'to comport ourselves? are
we to sit down in lamentation ? are we merely to wring our hands and
make pious complaints? No, it would be pitiable weakness. To
dwell on the infelicities and discouragements of onr lot; to meditate too
exclusively, even with the very purest affection, upon the calamities of
the Church, is,in effect, to magnify them to ourselves,to blind our eyes to
remedial measures,and to incapacitate ourselves by unreasonable appre
hensions, for any effort at improvement. If ever there was a period in
the Church’s history that demanded of her sons energy and resolution,
it is surely the present.  We are under the assaults of philosophies as
vain and arrogant as ever the world was cursed with; we are fairly
hemmed in by a materialism, which is the special boast of this age, and
whose portrait is perfectly drawn in a few words—¢“it minds earthly
things ; "7all around us is the stir of irreverent speculation, the tumult
of progress, and too often the least success for the Church is to be won but
in “battles of shaking.” This is no time for the laggard or the craven,
Weal complaints but make us weaker still, while sacred voices from
all quarters call upon us to “quit us like men and be strong.”

But where, do you ask, is the fount of such energy to be sought ?
Our text informs us; and herein, my dear brethren, have we happily a
second likeness to our elders in the Church.

IL. «The joy of the Lord is our strength.” We are not, blessed be God,
without many strong supports; but this is pre-eminently our stay.
Holy sorrow is itself a strength; the Fear of God is a fortress; Duty is a
sure rampart; Gratitude is a well-stored armory ; and by their com-
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bined use, the Christian may even get the victory, conquering by the
lesser instrumentalities of the Kingdom of Grace. But wo may be
“more than conquerors” ; there is something beyond victory, as we are
reminded at the brink of the Sacred Font—*Grant they may have
Power and strength to have victory, and to triumph against the devil,
the world and the flesh.” Now Joy is that alone which triumphs ;
which contests the field, not as duty with dogged carnestness, holding
its ground and remaining the acknowledged victor, but with a celestial
enthusiasm sweeps down on the legions of darkness; finds a tireless
delight in the conflict, and, having fought a good fight, looks round in
the flush of triumph for the scattered spoils, which are to attest success.
Or, keeping to the figure of the text, while other things are the out-
works—strong it may be, and sufficient to repel the assailant—.Joy is
the impregnable citadel, which yiclds to no attack, whatever may be
the fate of the mere defences,

Such is the Joy of the Lord—the Joy that He inspires, akin to the
tranquil energy of His eternal Nature, a prelibation of that joy of our
Lord, into which the faifhful are called at the last to enter; that
springs now from the’ apprehension of Iis good-will towards us, and
that ITe ever nourishes by acts of gracious protection and loving inter-
position. ‘

Tho joy of the Lord is something more than mere content with
His justice; something more than satisfaction with Tis kindly and
gracious dealings; it is these, but raised to their utmost height, and
filled with a resistless energy of delight. This joy is the offspring of
only the most vigorous faith, and it is its sublimest product. It is not
hard to picture to ourselves discouragements, they are too familiar, and
the portrait may be drawn from the very life. A solitary Christian,
like Lot in Sodom, « vexing his righteous soul with the filthy conver-
sation of the wicked.” with no visible opening for good to others, and
searcely toleration for the most unobtrusive virtue : A Priest surround-
ed by shameless immorality, by boastful heresy, by scornful sectism,
conscious of but feeble powers, yet eager to work for Christ; without
a soul {o aid, support, or screen him in the hot conflict with wicked-
ness; nay, without one fraternal heart on which to lean for sympathy
or guidance, 'and learning, by experience, the desolation of the Apostle
when he wrote, “ This thou knowest, that all they which are in Asia be
turned away from me,” and of a Greater One, who said, «All ye shall

be scattered, every man to his own, and shall leave Mo alone " :—all
this may well enough be pictured of the lonely missionary at some
heathen station, or some scarcely more favored post in our own back-
woods, toiling on amid physical and moral discouragements. Baut, my
brethren, unhappily for us, it is not 50 easy to conceive an ever-bubbling
well-spring of joy in those dismal arid wastes which Satan has made
and loves to inhabit. It is not so casy to conceive the spiritual elasti-
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city of heart which cries out in no tremulous tones, ¢ Notwithstand-
ing the Lord stands with me,” “ Yet I am not alone, for the Father is
with Me.” It is not so easy to conceive the ever-fresh gladness which
wakes to its holy round of services, to its joyful monotony, amid sights
and sounds that ever offend. It is not so easy to conceive a genuine
Christophoros, bearing Christ in his heart, and saying of his difficul-
ties as the Apostle says of another class of hindrances, “ Most gladly,
therefore, will I rather glory in mine infirmities, that the power of
Christ may rest upon me.” I care not how hot the fight, how great
the odds against me, I rejoice even in my conscious insignificance,
while His Glorious Presence shadows me ; more manifest will be His
power, and more humbly shall I sing “Non nobis, Domine.” Thus,
my brethren, will the joy of the Lord be our strength.

The old religion was the religion of fear—born amid the terrors of
Mount Sinai, and through all its development bearing the impress of
its natal condition, in that its summary of pity was “the fear of the
Lord,” and yet it was not and could not be without ¢ the joy of the
Lord,” though the time of its full development was not yet. Thus the
Psalmist said, “Delight thyself in the Lord,” “Rejolce in the Lord, ye
righteous,” ¢ Let Israel rejoice in Him that made him, let the children
of Zion be joyful in their King.” Then our text. Most apt are our
Lord’s words—“Rejoice, and be exceeding glad,”—because they express
a temper to be maintained in the very midst of all that is most adverse
to joy, in the world’s esteem—the general hatred of men, their scorn
and bitter persecution. How well St. Paul had learned to obey his
Master’s precept may be seen from his own words, “Rejoicing in tribu-
lation”; “Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say rejoice " ; “ Re-
joice evermore” ; “The fruit of the Spirit is joy.” But it is the fervent
St. Peter, who, I think, speaks the most magnificently of the joy of the
Lord, even Jesus, “in whom, though now ye see Him not,yet believing,ye
rejoice.””  There you have the original source of it, Christ ; the manner
of'its rise, faith ; and he adds the nature of it in these words, “with joy
unspeakable and glorified,” dedoxasmene. Tts height and sweetness hu-
man speech is unable to set forth, the very degree of it no words could
tell.  But it is more than an ineffable joy—it is a glorified joy ; a joy in
which every element of its being is sublimated and perfected ; a joy full
of immortal hopes, of ecstasy and repose; a joy brightened with the
glorious halo that surrounds the  throne set in heaven,”—on earth the
glimmering reflection of the Glory of God.

Nor did that joy soon fade in the Church ; its brightness out-dazzled
the fiery glare of persecution ; its strenzth sustained innumerable mar-
tyrs; and Ignatius, Polycarp, Cyprian, with hosts of followers, were
enabled by its mystic inebriation to address in terms of fond delight
their burdensome chains as sparkling ornaments. The joy of the Lord
was not an exceptional influx to rolieve the necessity of the first
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Christians, a temporary prop for the Christian edifice ere its walls be-

came consolidated; but it claims a large and permanent place in
iChristiunity, s we must infer from the precepts and statements already
Squoted. It is only reasonable that it should be so. Neither God nor
an can approve of sorrow for its own sake. It is infinitely alien from
“the benignity of God that He should taie pleasure in our sorrow as
Ssuch; it is only as a means, and preparative to succeeding joy, that He
esires or commends it; and wisdom must always rejoice in the end
rather than in the means. Hence, as the precepts of the Gospel cannot
"bo unmeaning words, it is very plain that an habitual Jjoyfulness, pre-
* vailing over all temporary occasions of sorrow, is the genuine temper
~of a truly Christian mind; agreeably to what St. Paul says is the settled
constitution of the Kingdom of God, viz: ¢ righteousness, and peace, and
joy in the Holy Ghost.”

Now, my brethren, T foar that wo must all confess that we do not
sufficiently cultivate this highest grace of of our religion ; and perhaps
we may say the same of the English Church as a’whole. Whatever
the reason is, joyfulness does not seem apredominant trait of Anglican
piety. A simplicity of ritual verging on baldness, and a sobriety of
feeling amounting to coldness, seem to be the favorite type of religion
amongst us. It may be the result of the sedateness of national charac-

S ter—of that undemonstrative and chilly exterior that foreigners note

in the English people, who, as the most influential part of the Anglican
Commupion, have naturally done most to shape its temper. It may be
that the desolation of the Church in the Reformation and Puritan

periods gave a permanent tinge of melancholy to the sobriety of the

ational religion exemplified in the word seriousness, so long and gen-
rally used as a chief synonyme for piety. It may be the result of reli-

gious reverence and modesty, shrinking from a too forward and intru-
ive approach to the chief rooms in the spiritual life, and humbly con-
Jftent with the lowest place. The general absence of musical worship,

nd the long want of fervent hymns, till very late years, have certainly

Shad something to do with it; and probably the very frequent and pro-
minent use on all Sundays of our very penitential Litany has given an

mpulse in this direetion. Whether these considerations are just ornot,
he fact remains ; and of late years it has struck me very painfully, as

M have examined one devotional Manual after another, how injuriously

predominant was the penitential—how scarcely existent was the joyful

‘#lement in them. The exceptions will be found to be very rare. How-

PVCr Wo may account for the fact, the harm remains ; and it should be

pur carnest aim to remedy it.

Let us, my brethren, resolve to dwell on the Easter side of our roli-
gion more than we do. Remember that in the Primitive Church Lent
Vas but 40 hours, when there were desolations enough ‘to sadden ; and

#ven when the Lenten fast extended to 40 days, the festival season of .
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50 days, observed from Eastor to Whitsun-tide with especial gladness, e
more than counterbalanced it. Tertullian boasts of the many festivals f ho
of the Church against the heathen as the proof of her joy, and especmlly of
notes that those 50 days at one season outnumbered the combined festi- -. i
val days of the heathen. A more general and conscientious obsorvance n
of the festival days and seasons of our Church would largely help the
revival of the Joy of the Lord amongst us. We should take care, too, A hn
to observe them festively—-with studied help to joyfulness. Surely eat
there is nced of this exhortation! Go where we will, we are thankful @
to find Lent more or less observed, and Good-Friday certain of reverent ynj
esteem ; but no “ Easter-tide with joy is bright.” Easter-Day is indeed pat
a gladsome day with us; but our joy, depressed by a long Lent, or the lj AN d
sombre tone of Holy Wocl\, seldom flames into the appointed «“ Monday
and Tuesday in Easter Week,” or Whitsun-Week,—it flickers into lts (
usual twinkle by the sunset of Easter- or Whitsun- Day. My me'mmrr Bive
and our prevailing temper can be at once guessed by noting the com- His)
parative observance of Ash-Wednesday and Ascension Day! I do not § 1
wish to be misunderstood as to the cause and remedy. Ioly Joy can | nc
spring only from a vigorous faith, certainly not from a ceremonial ‘and
wmslnp but festive services remove some obstacles, and furnish ocea-' ol
sions for the exercise and quickening of faith. g
We, brethren of the Clergy, are the Lord’s warriors, and we must
learn to be joyful in the Lord our great Leader. Iis roldiers we arve,
and even from the world we may learn how to behave ourselves in Ilis
warfare.  Ife is not the world’s ideal soldier who merely from calm eal-
culations of conscience or duty, or from discipline, stands firm at his
post, like a Russian military machine; but rather he who finds a joy in |
the fight—who rushes with eagerness mto the track—to whom the dim
of battle brings not dismay but delight—to whom, in a word, ¢ the
service” isapleasure. And somust it be with “the good soldier of Jesus
Christ.”  What ! shall we, blood-bought sinners, have less fervency of § T
emotion, less kindling of heart, less forwardness and delight in the ser- Miri
vice of our dear Redeemer, less enthusiasm for His cause, than are to be ovi
seen in vulgar and umanctlfcd spitits, touched only by natural pussmn priv
and stimulated only by earthly objects? It must not be so! The faith-dn y
ful servant?of Jesus has peace in the sense of sins forgiven; he has #nd
peace in his passions, vanquished by grace, and ordered beneath its ¥ra)
reign; he has grateful love to Him who has made him to differ, and § T
humbly presumes not to indulge one self-sufficient thought, But he #nd
must go beyond this; the Joy of the Lord must possess him; he must Blac
see Christ as a Sun and Fount of eternal joy rising above the horizon #0l)
of every sphere of character and being; ho must rejoice in every work: ho!
for His Church here, in every thought of its glory hercafter; he must,§ In
in the assuranco of ﬁuth be satisfied that in all there is cause for joy, ®¢ 5]
that all will work joy; or he will be apt to break down, or at least work
eebly.
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Dear brethren, let your unworthiest brother, with all humility and
earnestness, exhort you to draw near to that Personal Saviour, who is
estivals no mere philosophical abstraction, but “ but bone of our bone and flesh
vecially “of our flesh”—who loves us infinitely, and has given us special pro-
od festi- mises of His pressence with us, “even to the end of the world.” You

adness,

i

rvance  know there is no other Fount of Joy: our wisdom then is to look only
elp the ¢, Him, and to be more and more one with Him in mystic union. So
re, too,

hall our joy overflow ; and that joy will bo the remedy for all the
auses of our grief and sorrow.

ankful @ Tt will heal the distempers of the Body Ecelesiastic—remove our dis-
everent ‘ynion—and firmly join us together; for none of us can be sour, ill-

Surely

indeed ;aturcd, or unsympathetic, even when earthly joy expands our hearts;

, or the “and how much less when the Joy of the Lord has taken possession of
Tonday ' ys,

into its
leaning -
e com-

Our ministry will be more serene, and tender, and wise, and persua-
ive; and it must be immensely more patient and persevering—an in-
ispensable element of highest success.

do not & The sense of our carthly poverty, too, will be wholly swallowed up
0y can @n our inward rejoicing, in the deep sense of the richness of Christ’s love
'monial |

nd gifts. 'We shall still every rising murmur with the soliloquy of

b ocea- Tholy Keble, (First Sunday after Easter) :
o “Seems it to thee a niggard hand

> must That ncarest heaven has bade thee stand,
ve are, | The ark to touch and bear,

Saflimend, With incense of pure heart's desire
(in Iis To heap the censer’s sacred fire,
dm cal- The snow-white ephod wear ?

at his

Why should we crave the worldling’s wreath,
On whom the Saviour deigned to breathe,
. 8 To whom his keys were given,
he dim Who lead the choir where angels meet,
“the With angels’ food our brethren greet
’ - )
And pour the drink of heayen?”
f Jesus

1 joy in

mey of | To-day, my brethren, at least may we do as the exiles— make great
he ser- Mirth;” for “it is a good day.” You meet under a chief Pastor who
re to be dovingly cares for the Flock of Christ, and whose lead it is your great
passion Privilege to follow. You moet one another, after a period of lonely toil
e faith- 4n your several parishes, as brethren in the common Father and Saviour,
he has #nd in the communion of the same Good Spirit, visibly manifested in
ath its #rayers and Fucharists and mutual counsels.

v, and § To myself,—forgive this personal reference,—it is no less than a great
But he #nd holy joy to meet so many Lrethren of both Clergy and Laity in this
o must Place, where more than twenty years ago 1 was first consecrated to the
horizon #oly Ministry by that venerable Saint whom here I cannot forget, and
y work Whom it will be joy to meet above.

o must, § In conclusion : may we find it « good for us to be here!” May you
or joy, B¢ spared to come to future Visitations at Lennoxville, as to a mount
t work
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of Transfiguration. May we be all—Bishop, Clergy, and Laity—living
illustrations of our text to all the world. May we have grace to leave
to those who come after us the Lord’s work in a state of blessed progress,
prepared to be still further and more casily advanced by the faithful in
brighter and happier days!

GERMS OF THOUGHT.

THE INCARNATION OF CIIRIST.

JOHN 1, 14,

It has been well observed that God, in all his appearances to the
world, always manifested himself in & manner suitable to the design
of his appearance.  Thus he appeared to Moses “in a burning bush,”
but which was not consumed, in order to show, that his people, not-
withstanding their oppression in Egypt, should not he destroyed, but
preserved like the flaming bush, by his Almighty power. To Joshua
}lc appeared as an armed man, or as “a man with a sword drawnin his
hand,” to assure him that he would protect and fight for Isracl against
their enemies, the inhabitants of the land of Caanan. At the deliver-
ance of the Law from Mount Sinai, he appeared with signs of majosty
and greatness, with thunder and lightning and tempest, in order to
strike a greater awe into the people, and to make them more observant
of his law, delivered to them in so terrible a manner.  The Holy Ghost
descended on the Apostles in the appearance of cloven tongues, like as
of fire; as coming to inspire them with fervent zeal, and give them
utterance to preach the Gospel in all languages.  So when Christ ap-
peared to Saul to turn him from his errors, and to make him his minis-
ter and witness among the Gentiles, to open their cyes, and turn them
from darkness to light, the very manner of his appearance was an evi-
dent token of hisdesign, for he cansed “a great light from heaven, above
the brightness of the sun, to shine round about him, and them that
journeyed with him.” But of all the appearances of God to men,
which we read of in seripture, there was none more wonderful, none
more suitable to the design of it, than the incarnation of his Eternal
Son ; for then his love and kindness towards men, most eminently ap-
eared, when the Word, the same Eternal Word, which was in the
}ncginning with God, and by which all things were made, was himself
“made flesh and dwelt” among mortal men, “fall of grace and truth,”
and they ¢ beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father.”  Though it is not expressly said that the Son of God was
made flesh, yet that by the Word, which was made flesh, is meant our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is evident, because the same Word,
which was made flesh, is, by the Apostle immediately after, called “the
only begotten of the Father,” and thercfore, cannot he meant of any
other than the Eternal Word, which was in the beginning with God,
and which was God, by whom all things were made, and without whom
was not anything made that was made, and who is spoken of in other
passages of the New Testament as being “manifested in the flesh”; as
Leing “made in the likeness of man,” and in the “likencss of sinful
flesh”; as partaking of the same flesh and blood with the children
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whom he came to redeem. This taking vart of flesh and blood, being
made flesh, or in the likeness of men, is that great mystery which is
commonly called the Incarnation of Christ.

ving
eave |

Peas, Omitting the reasons of Christ’s incarnation, and the great ends de-
ul in signed to be accomplished by it, the following remarks will be con-
fined to two enquiries : Why ‘the second person of the Blessed Trinity
is called the Word ? and how and in what sense ho was made flesh ?
With respect to the first, if by the Word we understand reason or an
act of understanding in the reasonable soul, we shall find that it very
properly represents the eternal generation of the Son of God ; the dis-
tinction of persons, and his being co-essential with the IFather; for
though a man’s reason be the offspring of the soul, yet there never was
amoment of time when the soul was destitute of it. In like manner
the Son, though begotten of the Father, is co-cssential with him; neither
the was there any moment in eternity in which the Father was the Father
sign witl'mul !luf Snn.‘ And 4s reason is distinet 'fn{m 1I.-c soul, 8o is the Son
sh,” of God lllh“lll(.‘[ from the Father, who are (llh;llllglllsll(‘(l by (‘lwsc per-
note sonal properties, xo that the Son is not the Father, nor the Father the
but Son, though essentially the same. Farther, as rveason is inseparable
shua from the soul, o is the Son of God from the Father, who, though they
his are distinguished, cannot be divided. “I am in the Father, and the
inst Father in me.”  Bat, if by the Word we understand an external word
vop: or speech, we shall find that Christ is very properly called the Word,
osty Christ lw'mg promised nl't)!(l. :'uul foretold by tlxc_pr()p!ncts. Tln.§ promise
r 10 by God, is often called his ll_ur(/, and lh.o promise of the ;'\[c>s|:|-l| being
vant the great and principal promise on which all the other promises and
host blessings depended, it is not to be wondered at, that the evangelist
@ 88 should make choice of this title. As men act l._\: their words, and
hem especially great men, who have power to cause their commands to be
ap- obeyed, so the Father doeth all llnngs.by his Son. B.y: him he made
inis- the world-—#all things weremade .I:): him and ‘wnlmut.lnm was not any-
hem & thing made that was made.”  This'is spoken in allusion to the creation
ovi- of the world, showing that God redecmed the world by the same Word
hove 4 Dy which he ereated it at first. _(‘Jn'ht; may be called 'tho Word, be-
that § causeas words are the express image and representation of the con-
nen, & ceptions of the mind, o is “ he the brightness of the Father s glory and
iofie express image of' his person.”  As words arc also interpretations of
rnal the mind, serving to make it known to Jothers, no man being able to
ap- know our minds, except by our expression which we are to l}mk‘o lhcx'n
the known, so Christ is the great interpreter and revealer of his Father's
solf will—¢ neither knoweth any man tln" Father, save the Snn, and ho_ to
th,” whom the Son will reveal him.” ¢ No man hut]} seen (‘w(l at any time
"the —the only begotten Son who isdn the .lm.mm uf‘the Father, he .h:lth
Was declared him.”  Christ, therefore, being the Great Prophet of the
our Church, of whom all other prophets bore witness, and by whom God
ord speaks to us in a most eminent n.anner, and to whom “we are com-
tthe manded to hearken in all l!xings whutsocvqr l‘w hath said unto us,” is
any very properly called the Word, or Word of God who (lW(:lt, among us
3od, in a tabernacle of flesh, to reveal the grace and truth of the Gospel,
hom which was shadowed in the law of Moses. A word, even a nmno-syl_la-
ther ble, rightly pronounced, though it be spoken to all in general, applies
. a8 and accommodates itself to cvery auditor in particular. The mono-
,nf‘ul syllable is undivided, for each hearer raceives it nll,.and yet lxoy can
iven each individual receive that whole and entire of which another is pos-
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sessed?  To be all in all, to be in several places at the same time, is a
fit resemblance of a spiritual and God-like nature, and is strictly true
of the divine word. Christis all in all, he imparts himself to every
member of the church, and supplies all our wants in particular,—of his
fulness we all receive, yet he is not divided, his fulness being the ful-
ness of the Godhead really and truly dwelling in him.

The next question is: how and in what sense was he made flesh 5
By flesh we are to understand human nature, or the whole nature of
man consisting of soul and body, for so we are to understand such ex-
pressions as these : “All flesh shall sce the salvation of God” ; “By the
deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified”; God “will pour out
his spirit upon all flesh.”  When, theretore, the Son of God is said to
be made flesh or to be manifested in the flesh, the meaning is that he
was made in the likeness of men—that he took part of flesh and blood
and was in all things like unto his brethren—that he came in the like
ness of sinful flesh, or in other words, assumed the human nature into
the unity of his person, so that he who was perfect God, was also perfect
man ; of a reasonable soul and human body subsisting, truly God of the
substance of the Father, begotten before the world, and truly man of
the substance of his mother, born in the world. Ieis sometimes called
God, and sometimes called man, sometimes the Son of God, and some-
times the Son of man, because he was really and truly both—God of
the same essence with his Father, and man of the same nature with us,
being in all things like unto us, sin only excepted.  This enables us
to answer the question—* If David call him Lord, how is he his son?”
e was David's Lord according to his Godhead, yet David’s son as
being made of the seed of David according to the flesh. Of the two
natures united in the person of Christwe have a similitude in ourselves’
for as the reasonable soul and body is one man, so God and man are one
Christ. The union of two naturcs without change or confusion in one
person without division or separation is a fundamental and necessary
truth; for to divide his person is to make two Christs, that is, two
mediators between God and men, while the scriptures plainly teach
that there is but one. It would moreover make the scripture unintelli-
gible when they affirm such things of one and the sameperson as
cannot belong to one and the same nature, as when it said that “the
word which was in the beginning was with God and was God, by
whom all things were made, should himself in time be made flesh and
dwell among mortal men, and at last dic upon the cross and purchase
the Chureh with his own blood.” Such texts cannot well be interpret-
ed without acknowledging a diversity of natures in the person of
whom they speak, because as God, he could not die, and as man he
could not make the®world; nor can they be well interpreted without, at
the same time acknowledging the unity of the person in whom these
divine natures are united, otherwise he who was God, could not be said
to shed his blood, became in the divine nature there is on such thing, it
being figuratively used for Christ’s death, and to remind us also of the
manner in which he died—nor could he, who was man, be said to make
the world, that being a work above all human power, unless the same
person were God and man; that is, unless the divine and human
natures were united in the person of whom such things are affirmed.
As we must not divide his person, so we must not confound his natures,
as if both of them were comfounded into one, or either of them .
changed into the other; for it is evident from scripture that after the
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incarnation both natures remained perfect and entire, really distinet
by their respective and essential properties.  To deny the human
nature of Christ, and admit only of his divine, is, in effect, to deny all
possibility of his death, and so overthrow the work of redemption,
})oc:msc, as God, he is immortal, and in that nature could not die—on
the other hand, to deny his divine nature and to assert his human
nature only, is to destroy the value and merit of his death, with the
cflicacy and power of his_ intercession, as these are derived from the
divinity of his person. Either of these notions is inconsistent with
the office of our Saviour, but being God manifest in the flesh, that is,
God and man, both united in one person, it is most apparent that he is
every way fit for the great office of mediator between God and man,
The Son of God, then was made flesh, not by any change or alteration
in his divine nature which is unchangeable, but by assuming the human
into his personal being, or substance, €0 as to make but one person,
that is, one Christ, onc Mediator, between God and man—ifor, though
by becoming man, he became what he was not before, yet being God,
hie did not cease to be what he ever was.

By thus distinguishing the two natures, human and divine, and both
of them united in the one and undivided person of our Saviour, many
seeming contradictions may be reconeiled, as that the Son of God, who
had a being before the world, and gave being to it, should be born of g
virgin in the days of Augustus Ciesar—that e, who was before Abra-
ham, should come after John the Baptist—that He, who preached in
the days of Noah, should begin to preach in tne days of Tiberius, and
being eternal, should at that time bo about thirty years of age—that
e who was immortal should die—that e who was God should pur-
chase the Church with IIis own blood. That all these, and many like
things, are undoubtedly affirmed of the same person, is evident, if wo
consider that Ile was God who was manifest in the flesh, It is true
that the manner of this union of two natures in one person is a mystery
beyond our comprehgnsion; but if we cannot comprehend all the secrets
of the least ereature in the world, we need not wonder that we cannot
comprehend all the mysteries concerning the Creator Himself, But
since we are fully assured of the thing, though we cannot fully com-
prehend the manner of it, let reason submit to faith, and when we won-
der at this mystery of the incarnation, let us also wonder that God
should take such a wonderful and stupendous vaay for effecting man’s
Redemption.  For the love of God in sending his Son to die for us, as
far surpasses our comprehension as the mystery of his incarnation ; and
it is as great a miracle that God would be willing to do such things for
us, as that he should be able.

In truth the Incarnation of Christ is a complication of divine mysg-
teries in which, as in a mirror, we may behold the numberless blessings
by which it was accompanied, and the greattruths and important duties
resulting from it.  Though He came in the likeness of frail man, and
manifested Mimself on earth in the appearance of sinful flesh, yet that
was only the veil which concealed Iis glory—the tabernacle in which
e was pleased to dwell among us.  And though we, like the Apostle,
“had seen Him after the flesh,” yet now, with Him we must sa s
“henceforth know we Him no more.” Our faith reaches within the
veil; enters into the holy of holies; heholds Him no more as aman—as
one like ourselves, but as He is in Himself, and as He even was, like
unto God; “God of God, Light of light, very God of very God,begotten,
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not made.”  Though He condescended to assume our human nature, and
take our likenesss upon Him, yet it was to the intent that He might re-
store us to that image and likeness of God which sin had defaced—that
divine similitude to Himself of righteousness and true holiness in which
we were first ereated. e became like unto us that the original beauty
of our nature might be repaired —that we might be like unto Him again
—again reccive the divine image and superseription.  He became the
Son of man that we, the sons of men, might be made the children of
God.  He was the Son of God by nature, that we, who by nature are the
children of wrath, might, by regeneration and a new birth into righte-
ousness, be made the children of grace.  In order that he might heal
all the distempers of our nature, he began and went through the whole
process of our cure.  To remove its innate corruptions, he himself was
coneeived in the womb—to take away original or birth sin he himself
was born—to strengthen the weakness of infaney he became a child—
to moderate the passions and vanities of youth, and the fierceness of
manhood, he was pleased to grow up as a young plant, and gradually
advance through the several stages of childhood, adolescence, wisdom,
and stature, to the ripeness and vigour of manhood. e did not ap-
pear, as the fiest Adam did, in a full state of perfection at once, but
arrived at it by degrees; that so we might in him understand the man-
ner of the Christian prophets in grace, and that we might not flatter
ourselves, as somo do, with the vain hope of instantancous perfection,
but Tearn that our way to perfection consists in a conformity to those
measures which are set before us in the pattern of his life. It was
when Christ, our great example, had attained to the fulness of age and
the perfection of manly strength, that he encountered and subducd our
last and most formidable enemy, death.

In conclusion of these remarks ; if we take a view of this great mys-
tery of Godliness, the manifestation of Christ, fro i its first rise, and the
progress it has made “since the beginning of the world,” we cannot fail
to observe how this wonderful dispensation has, by degrees, been opened
and displayed to mankind, and how it has gradualy advanced, and is
still advancing from glory to glory, till in the fulness of time the whole
series of our redemption shall be consummated in the eternal fruition
of his beautiful vision ; when we shall see him as he is, and enjoy him,
our sovercign felicity, without separation, withont abatement, and
without end. Tis manifestation to our first parents was as a seed —the
seed of the woman—to the patriarchs, as a “star outof Jacob.” At his
nativity and converse upon earth, he appeared as « the day spring from
on high to visit us,” at his resurrection as  the sun rising with healing
in his wing,” and still “shining more and more unto the perfect day ;"
when he shall come with power and great glory, and shine forth as” the
sun in its full meridian of brightness.  Then every eye shall see him—
the faithful with joy unspeakable and full of glory; the wicked with
confusion of face and everlasting shame.  Every state of his appearance
was above the expeetation and comprehension of man; events which
eye had not seen, nor ear heard.  But what has already past, and the
gradual accessions of new light and glory, in the progress of this won-
derful dispensation, must necessarily confirm our faith that what is yet
to come will most assuredly come, and be still more glorious, and more
inconceivably happy, provided we are found in him, wait for him, and
love his appearing.
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SPECIATL PROVISION FOR EXTEMPORE PRAYER IN THE
LITURGY.

In a long extract from an editorial article in Henry Ward Beecher's
aper, “The Christian Union,” inserted in a recent number of this
f[ag:lzinc under the head of « Liturgy,” there occurs a passage of which
we would do well to take notice. s est etiam ab hoste dicere : much
more is it right to learn from those who give evidence of their honest
friendliness.  Whatever be the faults of Mr. Beecher, it cannot bo said
that he is guilty of want of fairness in his criticisms upon our Church
and affairs, either in his singularly impartial jourr
The writer of the present article had oce
gome time ago a series of letters in vi
Churchman towards dissenters,and can bear witness to the unexpected,
and unusual, fairness with which the matter was treated in the columns
of the paper. A brother of the editor lately gave the world a pamplet
of testimony to our Church’s claims and their validity, which has been
of immense service 1o us in the eyes of the public. The article itself
under consideration is throughout thoroughly culogistic of the Liturgy
with the single exception of the passage to which I refer. For these
reasons any objections made may be safely treated as the hone it convie-
tions of a friendly neighbour ; and, in such a case as this, as the senti-
ments of an acute and logical thinker, celebrated for his practical
senso and popularity.

The passage is as “follows :—¢ We think that there is one phase of
religious feeling which finds but little expression here (7. ¢, in our
Services ) —the sense of personal nearness to God and to Christ, the
Joyful familiarity of love, to which the soul may sometimes rise. Yet
it is of the nature of things almost impossible that stereotyped forms
should largely express emotions of this class. Love in its glowing
moments uses words which it would be almost profame to crystallizo
for regular repetition. It is, therefore, rather a merit than a blemish
that the tone of the P rayer Book scarcely ever departs from the rever-
ence which implies a certain dis‘ance, This is undoubtedly a reason
why its worship is unsatisfactory to those whose religion is largely of a
vividly emotional character, And, though we are not discussing the
general question of liturgical worship, we cannot avoid remarking that
aspecial provision in the piscopal Service for extempore prayer
would certainly give scope for this element—an clement which seems
to us much to be desired, in the symmetry of Christian character.”

It is safe to say that many respectable members of our own Com-
munion feel that same want; - the sense of personal nearness {o Christ,
the joyful familiarity of love, the l):llllr.’lf expression of a vividly
emotional character, * The reason why the supply of the want is incom-
patible with the terms of a stercotyped form, however excellent and
sublime, is that it is only with the ‘greatest difficulty, and with oxcept-
fonal success that a form for general use can be made to include
occasionally a form for particular emergencies.  In the ordinary
routine of the Prayers there is abundant ex ression of all these wants
which may form the subject of prayers, as }»cing common to all Christ-
ians at all times; in the Oceasional Prayers there is admirable provision
for special oceasions of a wide range, such as Famine, War, etc. ; in the
‘Prayers by Authority ’ compiled from time to time by the Archbishop
of Canterbury, the Provincial Synod, or the several Bishops indi\'iduu}-

1l or clsewhere,
asion to publish in that paper
ndication of the attitude of a
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ly, many other national cmergencies and all provincial or diocesan
ones may be met; but for Parochial, Congregational or strictly Local
cases there is—and can be—no formal provision under any circumstances.
Here is the Hiatus! And yet let any scrious person answer. Is it
wise to overlook those cases which Providence applies so closely to
individual congregations ? Is it desirable that under an everpresent
sense of some local calamity or blessing, some parochial emergency, or
some congregational incident, our people should be corapelled to kneel
together without a common expression of that feeling which is common
to all there ; or should perforce be compelled to crush the special cases
into some corner of a more general expression in the Liturgy ?  Grant
everything that can Le acheived by the use of the bracketted words in
the General Prayer and Thanksgiving, or by a terse phrase inserted in
the customary manner “edgeways ™ somewhere in the Litany grant
all that can be effected by a rhetorical pause emphasis or tone,—there
remains much that must be left unexpressed or only hinted at in a
tantalizing manner; if indeed these brief and refined modes of expres-
sion can answer the purposes of the dull comprehensions of ordinary
work-a-day people, without much knowledge of grammar and Rhetorie.

Further, is it not true that many vavish priests conscious of the gap,
are wont to try to fill it up in a furt: » and partial manner in the course
of the Sermon?  The special case, whether local, congregational or
parochial, being inview, he composes a sermon “suitable to the occasion”
in the course of which, or at the conclusion, his prayerful thoughts ind
expression in ejaculatory exclamations or in awell rounded yperiod of
pious aspiration.  These devout ejaculations or pious aspirations have
the nature of prayer, and it 1s difficult to sce why a practice so
common, especially in  former gencrations since the Reformation,
should not be authorititively recognized by such a « special provi:
sion” as Mr. Beecher contemplates.  Then, instead of being curt,
almost necessarily somewhat irreverent, and insufficient to meet fully
the requirements of the case, these referencesto special cases not under
the cognizance of Archbishops or Bispops but only of Parish Priests,
would be effcetive and satisfy the yearning hearts of those amongst us
whose religion is of a “ vividly emotional character.” The great body
of the Prayers of ‘the Liturgy would naturally give tone to extempore
prayer following it, and there would be little or no danger ot those
trrecerent familiarvities which are so common in entirely extempore
Services.

A very practical question lies behind that which we have been con-
sidering, viz:—IHow many pious persons have been cold-shouldered
and frozen out of our communion, and became carnest and energetic
members of other denominations holding the same Faith as ourselves,
by the ( perhaps unconscious ) pressure of this want? It is altogether
likely that such a provision would give an access of warm lifeblood
and closer fellow-feeling to our Services to which we are now strangers,
and win irresistibly to our communion countless numbers of the
disafiected.

By no means a necessary, still a useful, auxiliary to such modifica-
tion of our present practice would be some such rereverance of
the parts in our Three-fold Morning Service as has suggested itself to
many writers, and lately to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners: The
Morning Prayer proper or Matins, the Litany, and the Cemmunion
Services are, separately used, perfect Services for their purposes, or
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The Pew System. ar

éven any two of the Three would for

ma good course of devotional
exercise; but taken altogether in clos

g © succession they form, we must
confoss, an nnecessarily hoavy and awkward bundle to unfold, with
many noedless repetitions of petitions of no spocial importance above
the rest.  The wholo subject is one which ought to be discussed upon its
merits, without controversial prejudices ; but with a view to the increase

of the Church’s mora] Power over outsiders and of her firm and loving
hold of her own childron,

-_—
PASTORAL MINISTRATIONS.

. R 1L

“My fellow-disciples, that is one recommendation that I wish not
only to suggoest, but to urge on your acceptance, Scarcely any life,
lived under the nurture and benediction of the Church, is without some
oceasion for special thankfulness to the ministration of religion. It
may be for that mighty and glorious awakening of the Spirit, by which
you pass from death unto life, and, finding yourselt a new creature in
Christ, behold al] things without and within you to be Divinely new,
It may be that your child, your husband, o your wife, your brother, op
your sister, or some other soul dear to you as'life itself, has been touched
and guided by some pastoral instruction or counsel into tne paths of
everlasting peace. It may be that some special burden has been lighten-
ed , some moral perplexity cleared up, some sorrow softened, some
doubt resolved, some danger averted,or some fainting resolution rein.
forced, Tt may be that some regular pastoral office—a blessed baptism,
a hallowing confirmation, a consoling funeral, made full of immortal
hope, or a peculiarly sanctifying communion—though it was only a part
of the stated and bounden duty of the profession, nevertheless moved
Your soul tosuch a strength of gratitude tha you longed, as if con-
strained by a sense of personal indeLtedness, to render some palpable
ackrm\\'lcdgement, some costly expression of your gratitude. At such
4 moment remember this Treasury of the Widow and the Orphan.
By what the Ministry of Christ has been to you, think what it may be
and is to ten thousand hearts that are framed and tuned just liko your
own. Recall your dying Lord Himself committing His mother to g
dear disciplc's affection, amidst the agonies of the Cross, And then in
the holy memory and faith of Him, in veneration for the Ministry and
the Church which He sent and ordainedl, and in sympathy with one of
the tenderest forms of human suffering, bring your offering here, as the
Lord hath prospered you.”—Bishop Huntington.

_—
THF PEW SYSTEM,

In alotter to Mr, Cocil Raikes, ar. p., Mr, Herford, chairman of the
English National Association for freedom of worship, says: “The pew
system prevents Church Extension- Thus in a puris{: of 1,000 fumilies,
the 100 pew holders have no motive, and the 900 unpewed families have
not the means for building a new church, Whereas, upon the free plan,
churches become so crowded that those who can afford aro obliged, for
their own salke, to build new ones. Butsupposea new church erected, is in
its turn to he given over to another 100 families, leaving the 800 sti]] out
in the cold " O ghall it be left equally free to al] the 900 families ?
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You would wish, T presume, that these 900 were cqually interested and
alike desirous to worship regularly in the new church. If so, the
attempt of the 100 familics to take it to themselves must lead to disputes,
whereas if the church is left free, ample provision would be found for
all would-be worshippers by multiplication of service all crowded, with-
out contest or irritation. I most earnestly protest, as an old member
of the Church Institution, formed especially to maintain the establish-
ment, against its presistently ignoring a subject so plainly and vitally
essential to such maintenance, and against the statements published by
it; true—if parish churches were, as of old, free to all parishioners alike,
but the reserve of true, so long as the Congregational is substituted for
the parochial system, and parish churches turned into proprietary
chapels.”

MINISTERIAL EXAMPLE,

There was a young ministeronce preaching very earnestly in a certain
chapel, and he had to walk four or five miles to his home, along a country
road, after service. A young man, who had been deeply impressed
under the sermon, requested the privilege of walking with the minister,
with an earnest hope that he might get an opportunity of telling his
feelings to him, and of obtaining some words of guidance or comfort.
Instead of that the young minister, all the way long, told the most
singular tales to those who were with him, causing loud roars of laugh-
ter. e stopped at a certain house, and this Young man with him, and
the whole evening was spent in frivolity and foolish talking. Some

years after, when the minister had grown old, he was sent for to the
ed side of a dying man. He hastened thither with a heart desirous to
do good. He was requested to sit down at the bed-side, and the dying
man, looking at him and regarding him most closely, said to him: @ Do
you remember preaching in such and such a village, and on such an
oceasion ?” “ I do,” said the.miuister. “I was one of your hearers,”
said the man, “and I was deeply impressed by the sermon.” “Thank
God for that,” said the minister, ¢ Stop!” said the man, “don’t thank
God until you have heard the whole story; you will have reason to
alter your tone before I have done,” The minister changed countenance,
but he little guessed what would be the full extent of the man’s testi-
mony. Said he: “ Sir, do you remember after you had finished that
earnest sermon, that I, with some others, walked home with you? I
was sincerely desirous of being led in the right path that night, but I
heard you speak in such a strain of levity, and with so much coarseness,
too, that I went outside the house, while you were sitting down to your
evening meal ; I stamped my foot upon the ground: I said that you
were a liar ; that Christianity was a falsehood ; that if you could pretend
to be so carnest about it in the pulpit, and come down and talk like that,
the whole thing must be a sham; and I Lave been an infidel,” said he
*“ a confirmed injidel, from that day to this. But I am not an infidel at this
moment; I know better. I am dying and about to be damned, and at
the bar of God I will lay my damnation to your charge. My blood is
upon your head.” And with a dreadful shriek, and one demoniacal
glance at the trembling minister, he shut his eyes and died.
Oh, ye who profess to love Christ, be ye minister or luyman, hath not
Satan legions enough of devils to drown man’s souls in perdition, with-
out employing you? TLet us be more careful of our conversation !
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Let not our words destroy men’s souls, It is a fearful thing to go to
the bar of God with the blood of souls upon our skirts, “TLet our con.
versation be always with grace.”

THE SCHOOL AND THE MISSION.
ONTARIO COLLEGF.

The Ontario College, for the higher education of boys, was established
at Picton, in the diocese of Ontario, about three years ago. It had long
seemed to the able and energetic Bishop of Ontario desirable to make
better provision for the education of the sons of Church men, especially
with a view to bringing them under a more direct Church training and
influence. In addressing the Synod of his diocese, in the Yyear 1866,
his Lordship made the following pertinent and excellent remarks :

" For several years T have deplored the want in this Diocese of an
institution where members of the Church and others could obtain for
their sons the advantage of an education such as js given in the great
Public schools at home. As our country increases in population” and
material prosperity, there is a growing demand for g higher class of
education than is afforded in the county grammay schools, which are for
the most part day schools, and do not, as I think, fulfi] publice expecta-
tion. In consequence of this want, it has of late years become customs-

ary for those who can afford it to send their sons to England to be edu-
ated.  This I should not regret in itself, if it were not confined to the
few, and if all who were educated at home returned to Canada to give
us the benefit of thejy training; but it is a vefloction on our enterprise
and appreciation of educational culture if we do not strive to bring its
advantages in the most perfect shape within the reach of'a more numer-
ous class, The establishment and success of two such seminaries, one
300 miles east of us, and the other the same distance to ‘he west, con-
clusively prove the existence of such a want as I describe, and should
inspire us with a hope of founding a similay school for Central Canada,
with good prospect of succeeding. Circumstances on which I need not
dwell at length have induced me to select Picton as the site of the pro-
posed school. I had many inducements to do 80, and among them I
mention two—first, that it is possible to purchase a house and land suit-
able for oup purpose; and secondly, that the people of the county pro-
mised to subseribe $3000 of the purchase money.  Altogether *$14,182
have been subscribed, and notes payable in four equal annual instal.
ments have been given by the subscribers, Tt had been hoped that we
might have opened the school for the reception of pupils this autumn,
but that is now impussibic, as my long inability to engage in active

usiness has retarded the work; but I bring the subject befor the notice
of the Synod because the school will be in conneetion with the Church
45 10 government, patronage, and property: and I would wish to enljst
the sympathy of so influential body in promoting knowledge, which
is only blessed when it is Christian and is made the hand-maid of the
Church. There has been 1o general canvass for funds in ajd of the in-
stitution as yet; butsince so large a sum has been given in response to

* Afterwards largely increased,
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my own and the Archdeacon’s application, either personally or by cir-
cular, T am sanguine that by a little effort we may be cnabled by the
liberality of friends of education to open our school early next spring.
And let us, while engaged in this business, recollect the untold advan.
tages that have resulted to the mother country from the education given
in successive ages in her endowed public schools.  Many of them origin-
ated in feeble beginnings, but being endowed in faith they gathered
strength as time rolled on, and have supplie(l England with "her ablest
sons in the art of peace and war. The Church as a spiritual body de-
pends on the promise of her divine Lord that she shall continue to the
end, whether endowed or unenriched with this world’s wealth, but there
is a sense in which a refined and liberal education (which, when fos-
tered by the Church, will react upon her and sustain her) needs endoyw-
ment for its developement and perpetuity.  'We need security that we
shall have the ablest teachers that the age can supply, and thus be in-
dependent of the whims of fashion or tho fluctuations of voluntary sup-
port. To the opulent among us who know the national advantages
which spring from education, T commend “ Ontario College,” which
may, I hope, serve to reproduce in our adopted country, it may be on a
small scale, an instance of a public school, inconsiderable at first, but
growing with the lifo of the nation, and perpetuating the names of
many who will become its benefactors by subscriptions or bequests.”

Ontario College.

The movement of the Bishop was cordially supported by resolution
of the Synod, and by recommendations from the late and present Bishops
of Toronto, and from the corporation of Trinity College. Under very
favorable auspices the school was opened in 1867, and, comparatively
speaking, has been so far a decided success. There have been, it is
true, as is nearly always the case in such enterprises, difficulties to en-
counter which were not at first apprehended. These have perhaps
somewhat retard the progress of the College ; but these are now happily
overcome ; and with fair wind and weather—so to speak—the College
promises to become ere long one of the leading educational institutions
of the American continent.

The situation of the College is most desirable. Tt is far removed from
the evils of large and crowded cities, and yet within convenient dis-
tance of all the principal places of the Dominion; while the physical
beauties and general advantages surrounding Picton, and furnished by
the Bay of Quinte, render it a most attractive and desirable spot. The
building itself—of which we intended to furnish an engraving, but
through non-arrival of the plate are unable to do so—is commodiously,
not to say elegantly arranged. It cost at least TwenTy TrousanD
Dorrars, and has been fitted up with all modern conveniences and im-
provements. In addition to this there is a large and commodious house,
capable of accommodating about thirty boys. A hundred acres of
ground are attached to the College. There is a library containing 300
volumes, a cricket field, and a play-ground ; while ample provision is
made for bathing, skating, boating,fishing and other innocent amusements
and athletic games. These are considerations not to be overlooked. It
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is indeed a strong recommendation that the locality is one of the most
healthy in Canada. A caso of sickness has seldom occurred in the Col-
lege; and while it may be possible to push toan injurious extreme such
physical exercise and development, still it is of the utmost importance
that our boys should know something of muscular energy, and popular
games which give elasticity and vigour to their physical constitution,
and which whan engaged in under proper control aid the cultivadon
and developiaent of the intellectual powers. The College, indeed, is
based very mush ¢n the model of the great public schools in England.
It aspires at thei» excellencios without imitating their defects. The
object sought is to ‘rain boys for the Universities, for the Civil Service,
for the Army and Havy, and for high commercial positions in society,
80 that they may be able to compete without disadvantage in any and
every branch of education and enterprise with those who have been ed-
ucated in England.  With a view to this the system of study adopted is
most comprehensive and complete, while the arrangement of “Termg
&e. implies a gradual process of training and development, beginning
with the elementary principles and working up in order and by rule to
the highest forms of knowledge. Thus we find a gradual system of
training in Biblical knowledge, Latin, Greek, German, French and En-
glish Grammar, Literature and Composition, Mathematics, Chemistry,
History and Geography, Ancient and Modern ; and the usual Commer-
cial branches. The upper forms are separated into two divisions, the
Classical and Modern. In the latter, the study of Modern Languages,
Book-keeping, &e,, is substituted for that of Latin verse and Greek. The
pupils are required to attend morning and ovening prayers, although no
religious test is required for admission to the College. The annual
course is divided into threoe terms, and in the middle and at the end of
each term reports are sent to parents of the progress and conduct of
their boys according to the daily record which has been kept. These
arrangements are much to be commended, as securing a regular religious
and thorough systematic training, and as providing for the most efficient
oversight of the habits and works of the boys, The College is under
the control of council, of which the Bishop of the Diocese is President,
and which embraces some of the most energetic men of the diocese. It
is patronized by the Governor General ; while prizes are offered by both
Baron ond Lady Lisgar for translations from Latin and Greek authors,
The present Head Master of the College is Mr. Claude Long, a gentle-
man who possesses in an eminent degree the requisite qualifications for
good government and efficient teaching. Mr. Long has been connected
Wwith the College from its commencement, first as second and now as
Head Master, and is therefore familiar with all its arrangements
and requirements. A more suitable appointment for Head Master
could hardly be made: :Mr. Long himself w-s educated at one
of the Englizh public schools; he afterwards graduated at the
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University of Oxford, where he took a high position. His whole lifo
has been spent more or less in the educational work, and to his present
onerous duty he brings not only superior scholarship, but the advan-
tage of much observation and experience. In his hands we are sure
the arrangements of the College will prove satisfactory ; and indeed the
numerous and flattering testimonials already received to the order and
efficiency of the College are proof of the excellence of the system
adopted and of the satisfactory results attained. We augur for the
Ontario College a brilliant future. It has within itall the elements of
success. Church-people throughout the Dominion should accord it their
support; and we shall not be surprised if it takes front rank with Har-
row, and Rugby, and Eton of the Mother Land.

MISSIONARY BOXES.*

BY A CLERGYMAN WIHO HAS MADE USE OE THEM FOR MANY YEARS PAST.

I1 was in the year 1841 that the use of Boxes was first introduced by
us upon a regular system.

The first year we had 20 boxes, which produced £19 16s. In the
year 1845 we had 43 boxes, producing £36 19s 6d. In the year 1851
we had 100 boxes, producing £99 2s, And last year (1868) wo had 150
boxes, which produced the sum of £236. The total amount in the 28
years was £3,097.

The sum annually raised by the congregatiou for missions in other
ways has continued much the same as it was before the boxes were in-
troduced. It is only, however, proper to observe, that before we com-
menced this system there had been an increased interest in missions
awakened amongst us, which would doubtless have caused an increase
in the sum raised for missions, whatever means we had adopted for the

urpose, But the systematic use of boxes has, we are satistied, contri-
ﬁuwd in no small degree to the large increase that has taken place. It
may also be well to observe further, that the success of this and of all
other measures must depend upon the same diligent and preserving per-
sonal efforts, the same constant appeal to the highest motive, and the
same regular communication of missionary information.

The following hints and observations are now offered :

1. It is necessary to use some discretion as to the person to whom we
lend boxes. But where we think we may safely do so, we lend them,
(1) to Families, putting them under the more especial charge of some
one of their mombers ; (2) to Schools, and (3) to Individuals of any age
or rank in life; never, however, giving them to any children without the
sanction of their parents.

2. In some cases scarcely anything will be put into the box, except by
the individuals whoreceived it, or by the mem{)crs of the family to whom
it belongs. But if the offering thus made, however small it may be, is
the fruit of self-denying love, it will be acceptable in the sight of Gob.
In other cases those who take boxes will, in addition to their own contri-

* This article was written by a Clerwmnn of the Ohurch of England, and contains many very inter-

esting facts and excellent ** Hints,"

¢ see no reason why the same method shovld not be adopted
here it; would succeed.-~[ED.]
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butions, obtain occasionally donations, or collect regular subscriptions—
even sometimes from friends at a distance, through the post—and be
always on the watch for opportunities of increasing, by any suitable
means, the contents of their boxes.

3. Those who have boxes, especially families, should be encouraged
to put into them ocecasional thank-offerings. In some families the mis-
sionary box is put upon the table every Sunday morning, and each mem-
ber of the houschold is invited to put a thank-offering into the box for
those Christian privileges which distinguish them from such countless
multitudes of their fellow-creatures living and dying in heathenism.

When it is desired to specify the occasion and the amount of the
thank-ofiering, these should be written on a piece of paper, and the
money wrapped up in it and put into the box.. We recommended this
f)lun in 1857, and many interesting oflerings have been thus made, which
have doubtless stirred up others to a deeper sense of their countless
mercies, and led them to follow the good example.

A few of these thank-offerings in the boxes may be here specified—

First fruits of a new possession, £2. “ Honor the Lord with thy sub-
stance, and the first fruits of thy increase.”

An Easter offering to a risen SAVIOUR, £1.

A birth-day offering, 10s  “Hithert) the Lorp hath helped me.”

For beginning a new year with an unbroken family circle, £1.

I'rom a mother for the recovery of her children from sickness, £1.

For an unexpected increase of income, £1.  « Of Thine own have we
given 'l hee.”

Tor an abundant harvest, £1.

For the opening of China to the Gospel, £2.

From a young servant whose mother had recovered from illness, bs.

For success in busiuess_ 10s, “The Lorp made it prosper.”

A New Year's Day's offering for the abounding mercies of the last
year, £5.

For an African Bishop and the blessing which has been given to the
Niger Mission, 10s.

For a gracious deliverance from a threatened trial, 10s,

A thank-offering for great mercies during a severe illness, 7s 6d.

4. It is of great importance that those who have boxes should be
regularly supplied, and should themselves regularly supply their con-
tributors, with the publications of the Society to which they are respect-
ively entitled.

5. We have quarterly meetings, which, if it can possibly be avoided,
are never omitted. Notice of them is given from the pulpit ;and also a
note of invitation is sent to every one who has a box. = The children of
the schools are present, and the lecture is more especially addressed to
them ; but it is intended for parents and young people as well ; and con-
tains missionary information that may be interesting and instructive
to all. It lasts about an hour, including the singing of a hymn and
prayer.

Once or twico in the year the lectures are illustrated by Missionary

iews shown through a magic lantern.  Both young and old are gener-
ally greatly pleased with them, and they are looked forward to with
much interest.

The hour before the lecture is devoted to the opening of the boxes,
and the counting of the money. And as there are sixty or seventy, or
éven sometimes eighty boxes to be opened, and a receipt given for every
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sum, the task can only bo accomplished by enlisting soveral hands, and
applying the principle of a division of labor. Before the lecture com-
mences, the total sum —without specifying any names—is announced ;
and any thank-offerings that may be found in the boxes, with their
accompanying explanations, are read out,

sk * * * * * * % * *

7. We have a Christain lady who undertalkes the general superintond-
ence of the boxes ; and the importance of getting a lady of tact and judg-
ment, having sufticient leisure, and with her whole héart in the worlk,
cannot be over- estimated,

The superintendent should be ever on the watch for opportunities to
getboxes taken by fresh families and individuals. She should especially
try to influence Aothers, setting Lefore them the lasting blessing it may
be to children, to see the interest taken by their mothers in missions—-.
the “I:lllk-l)ﬂ‘(‘l'il]gﬂ she puts into the box, the pleasure she hasin giving,
and the desire sho has that er children may early, and through life,
take their part in so grand and blessed a work.

She should keep up, as much as possible, an intercourse with thoso
who have boxes; talking with them about their subseribers, giving them
advice and cncouragement as they may need it, and reminding the » of
the importance of bringing their boxes every quarter, and of regula:y
collecting their subscriptions and supplying their contributors wi.s
papers.

1f possible, she should herself call upon those who have boxes before
the meeting, to remind them of it. And if she has any money to give
to the canse, or if su pplied with any money to give according to her dis-
cretion, she cannot t}u better than divide it amongst some of the boxes,
This will please and encourage those who have the boxes, especially if
they have only Just received them ; and any money so spent will be of
double or treble service to the cause,

8. The efforts of all whe are labouring in the cause should be cor-
dially seconded and encouraged from the pulpit.

The great subject of mission should be brought before the congre-
gation, not merely onco a year at tho Anniversary, but from time to
time its members should ba reminded of their SAVIOUR's solemn injunc-
tion {o Iis Church, to preach the Gospel to all nations ; of the sure
promises and glories of its fina] triumph; of the wonderful openings
1n our days throughout the heathen world.  If a Clergyman will only
read his Bible with amissionary eye, he will be surprised to find how
many missionary texts, there are: and how naturally and profitably
many a text, which is not ofg directly missionary character, may be
brought to beay upon the subject.

9. The schools, too, should be made to help in the cause. Sometimes
an interesting book on missions might be read to them. And thus
missionary information being united with instruction in the geography
and the natural history of countries and the manners and customs of
different people, would awaken and sustain, in the children, an intelligent
interest in missions,

10. But why, it may be asked, should so much importance be attached
to bores? Will not active and zealous collectors be always efficient,
helpers in the cause, even if they never use a box? and will not all
whose hearts are in missions give liberally, and even ecconomize and
save that they may give, without their money passing through a box ?

Undoubtedly they will; but boxes are nevertheless of very great
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service. (1.) For many will take boxes who would not like to ask for
contributions, or to collect and to lkeep an account of the sums colleeted,
(2.) Many may be asked to take boxes whom it would not be advisable
to ask to become regular collectors, (3.) A box isitself g sort of col-
lector, always,though silently, pleading ; and there are those who would
ut money into a box secretly, who would not put it into any onc's
fz:md. (4.) A box often helps a collector to plead for contributions,
by suggesting the subject of missions, and giving a natural occasion
for speaking uponit. (5.) A box saves the collector all the trouble
and anxiety of keeping a’ number of small accounts, and the Society
the expense of printing them. (6.) There are Very many persons who
can on]_v give what they do give to the cause by putting by a little
sum now and then as they can spare it.  And what more safe and
convenient plan can be desired than a box—a box which will keep
safely whatever sums are (lroppcd into it, and ]\'ccp them as a sacred
deposit, which even its owner would never touch, under any circum-
stances of distress, howevep pressing?  And (7.), as to those in better
circumstances, we find that some who regularly subseribe thejy ten
shillings or a guinea a Yyear—besides putting into the plate at the
Annive PSAry—give now, through the boxes, double and even quadruplo
the sum they formerly gave. To take an instance or too: A lady,
who subseribes her guinea a year, which sho has regularly done fop
Jears past, has a pious servant to whom a box wasgiven. To ene: urage
this young ¢ ‘ant, and to help the cause, the lady puts into t}ie box
many an odd sum, and always a ih:un’;-utibring; and last year this hox
yielded £5 14s. A Christian family, again, which subscribes about £2
a year, have had a box for some time, which last year, inaddition
subscription, brought in between £5 and £7.

All our experienco is certainly in favour of boxes, wiszLy axp CAU-
TIOUSLY GIVEN, AND WELL LOOKED AFTER,

11. A few cases may be mentioned, in conclusion which may help to
encourage, and to guide, and to kindle zeal of others,

(1.) One of the first and the youngest of those who recejved boxes,
brought in, in 1845, the sum of €3 115, Each year the amount hag been
gradually increasing ; though with the mulplication of boxes every-
where the difiiculty of getting help for her own hag Uso increased.
Last year the sums in her box amounted to £26.

This lady has a servant who is as zealous ag herself in
The

to the

the cause,
have about cighty subscribers, who are visited regularly, whatever
the weather may be, every week or month, as the subscriptions become
due; and in addition to the guarterly papers given, books are almost
everywhero lent.  The servant who collects these small weekly sumg
enters into the circumstances of her subscribers with so much interest
and sympathy that her visits are gladly valued, and have been madle,
there is reason to hope, in many cases a lasting blessing.

(2.)Some young ladies, in 1845, brought 12s. in their box ; the sum
was gradually increased, and last year their contribution was above £3,
They keep a ‘school, and through their influence g missionary box hag
been introduced into the families of many of theiy pupils.

(3.) A young dressmalkor took a box in 1846, and brought in £1 17s,
6d. in the year. In 1848 the sum had increased to nearly £6, She
always endeavours to interest her young apprentices in the cause ; and
has been the means of some of her employers taking boxes themselves,
who, at first, began by a small subseription to hers,
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(4.) The wife of a small farmer, who had been a subscriber of 1s.
a quarter for some time, but had given it up, had her interest In mis-
sions a gain awakened, and asked for a box; and that box last year
produced £4, in a poor neighbourhood, where an active collector was
already working. = She induced, moreover, a young friend of hers, in
a small shop to take a box; and this young friend last year brought in
a sum of £2 Gs,

(3.) A young shopwomen induced several of her companions to give
to her box, some of whom have continued, after leaving the town, to
send their contributions to her.  She herself is now married, and kecps
a shop, and last year the sums in her box amounted to,nearly £8,

(6.) Ina family where the servants have a hox, one of them regu-
larly sends the Quarterly Papers by post to four sisters and one brother;
and they, in return, send her, each of them, 1s. in stamps.  Some of
them add to their own subscriptions a contribution from thejr fellow-
servants or neighbours, who have been interested by them in the cause,

(7.) In another family a servant began an intercourse of this kind
with a sister who keeps a school, and now twenty Quarterly Tokens are
regularly sent to her.

(8.) A connection is kept up with some of those who have left our
schools, by their continuing to send a missionary subseription, and
receive in return their missionary papers.  One of those with whom a
connection is thus kept up is the mistress of a Union School in a dis ant
part of the country ; and she regularly sends Is.6d, in stamps every
quarter, and reads to all the children under her care the papers which
she receives in return.  Another once sent stamps from Malta to her
Sunday-school teacher’s box.

It will be seen from these instances that those who have so regularly
brought in their boxes, and so well filled them (of course their number
is but small), have had their hearts in the work, and undertaken it and
carried it on with a deep sense of the responsibility and the privilege of
being engaged in it; that they have been on the watch for opportunities
of interesting others in the cause of missions, and engaging them in the
work ; that they have kept up their intercourse with their subscribers ;
and by constantly supplying them with the missionary papers, and in
some cases with maps and pictures and even large publications, have
endeavoured to make them intelligent and sympathizing frien s of the
cause.

Musical fish are said to be found in Ecuador, South America, They
are called Sirens, or Musicos, A European explorer, while sailing over
the waters of the Bay of Pailon, a fow years ago. heard a sound some-
thing like the hum of an c¢normous hornet. e asked his boatman
whence it came, and was told that what he heard was the singing of a
fish. 1ie afterwards heard an imitation of'a church organ in great per-
fection 1:om apparently the same source. The fish caught on the spot
during th» performance, and to which the natives attribute the music,
were about ten inches long, and were white, with a few bluish spots.
They begin to sing toward sunset, and continue through the night.
The presence of boats does not seem to disturbe them; but they never
appear near the surface of the water,

In my opinion, he only may be truly said to live and enjoy his being,

who is engaged in some Taudable pursuits, and acquires a name by some

illustrious action or useful art.—Sallust.




DLoetry.

POETRY AND MISCELLANEOUS.

CHRISTMAS CAROLS.

Once in royal David's city, stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her Baby, In s manger for his bed,
Mary was that mother wild, Jesus Christ her only child,

He came down to earth from heaven, Who is’God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable, And His cradle was a stall
With the poor and mean and lowly, Lived on earth our Saviour holy.

And through all his wondrous childhood, He would honour and obey,
Love and watch the lovely maiden, in whose gentle arms he lay,
Christian children all must be, Mild obedient, good as He.

For He is our childhood’s pattern, Day by day like us He grew

He was little, weak and helple , Fears and smiles like us He knew,
And He feeleth for our sadness, And He shareth in our gladness,
And our eyes at last shall see Him Thro’ His own Redeeming Love
For that Child so dear and gentle, Is our Lord in heaven above,
And He leadg His Children on, To the place where He is gone,

Not in that poor lowly stable, With the oxen standing Dy,

We shall see Him ; but in heaven, Set at God’s right hand on high,
When like stars His children crown'd, All in white shall wait around,

From Twelve Christmas Carols.

The Cedar of Lebanon, Plant of renown, Hath bow'd to the Hyssop
His wide-spreading Crown,
The Son of the Highest an Infant is laid, On the breast of His Mother,
that lowliest Maid,
Cliorus % All glory to God in the highest we sing
And peace upon earth through the newly born King.

From the Star of the Sea the glad Sunlight hath shined, Springs the
Lion of Judah from Napthali’s hind,

The Life from the dying, the Rose from the thorn, The Maker ot all
things, of Maiden is born,

Chorus All glory &e.

The Manger of Bethlehem opens once more, The gates of that Eden
where man dwelt of yore,

And He who is lying a Child in the Cave, Hath conquer'd the foeman,
hath ransom'd the slave,

Chorus, Al glors &e.
) o

In the midst of the Garden the Tree of Life stands, And offers His
twelve fruits to lips and to hands
For the Lord of Salvation, the Gentiles' Desire, Hath ta'en from the
Cherubs their sword-blade of fire,
Chorus, All glory &e.

To Him who hath loved %us, and sent us His Son, To Him who the
Victory forus hath won,
To Him who sheds on us His Sevenfold rays, Be honour and glory,
salvation and praise,
Chorus, All glory &o,

Words by Dr. Littledale,
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Throughout Wales, in many of the old churches and ancientinns, are
found immense bones of aremarkable character, which have long been
preserved as curiosities. Usually there is some legend connected with
each particular specimen; and they are widely known as the “Ribs of the
Dun Cow.” They have been supposed to be the fossil remains of a
gigantic race of cattle which once inhabited that region. Frank
Buckland, the naturalist, however, says that the ribs, so called, which
he Las scen, are the bones of whales.  Their great size renders it pro-
bably that most of these legendary bones belonged to whales ; but why
were they putin churches, and how did they come to be called the “Ribs
of the Dun Cow ?”

Tron rust is removed by salt mixed with lemon juice. Mildew, by
dipping in sour buttermilk and laying in thesun. Inkstains may some-
times be taken out by smearing with hot tallow, left on when the
stained articles go to the wash.  Freezing will take out all old fruit
stains, and scalding with Loiling water will remove those that have
never been through the wash.

Prearing THE SaBpATIL—A geologist while in Scotland on a Sabbath,
and having his pocket hammer with him, took it out and was chopping
the rock on the wayside for examination. His proceedings did not
escape the quick eye and ready tongue of an old Scotch woman: “what
are you doing there, mon? “Don’t you sce T am breaking stones.”
«Your'e doing mair than that; you're breaking the Sabbath.”—French.

“Gon tempers the wind to the shorn lamb.” The doctor, who in-
formed the lady that it was not Solomon who used this expression, is
50 far correct; but when he says that it was Tristram Shandy, he is
himscli mistaken, as it was Maria in the “Sentimental Journey.,” I
may add that I have seen it stated that Sterne took this almost word
for word from George Herbert, who says: “To a close-shorn sheep
God gives wind by measure.”

Good, kind, true, holy words, dropped in conversation, may be little
thouzhit of, but they are like seeds of flowers or fruitful tree falling by
the wayside, borne by some bird afar, happily thereafter to fringe
with beauty some barren mountain side, or to make glad some lonely
wilderness.

Chyist sometimes leaves His people in regard to sense, but never
without a promise. But Christ and the Holy Ghost are actually pre-
sent in the promise ; so that the promise is able to uphold the soul in
any condition, not because of its own nature, Lut beeause of its actual
divine presence in it.

Liaur rros Action—Lamps do not talk, but they do shine. A light
house sounds no dram, it beats no gong, and yet, far over the waters its
friendly spark is seen by the mariner. So let your actions shine out
your religion.

Obzerve a tree, how it first tends downward, that it may shoot forth

upwards, Tt is net from humility that it endcavours to rise ?* There

are those who grow up into the air, without first growing at the root-
This is not growth, but downfall.

Hath any wronged thee ? be bravely revenged. Slight it “and the
work has Degun ; forgive it, and it is finished. Ieis below himself

that is not above an injury.—Quarles

—_
e
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should be made to give the Magazine a new character and life, and to
secure for it a circulation commensurate with its merits; and which
may at once establish it as an independent and powerful organ of our
Canadian Church.  With the December number the present half year
will close.  Will it be advisable with that number to close also the
present issue, and to commence in January an entirely new series,
upon an enlarged and improved plan ?

My own convictions and feelings favor this arrangement. T would
enlarge the Magazine by the addition of 16 pages, thus making each
number to consist of 64 pages. 1 would have whiter and thicker paper,
blacker ink, a more attractive cover, a larger and uniform type for all
the principal articles, and double columns and smaller type for miscel-
lancous articles. 1 would alter somewhat the present arrangement of
articles, and while retaining for distinctness the existing sectional divi-
sions, give special prominence to those articles which contain original,
able, and independent discussions of important themes in theology,
literature, science, ceclesiastical history, liturgical observance. &e. |

would allow less space for “Tales,” and supply a larger amount of mis- |

cellanceous and general information.  In the Religious or Ececlesiastical
intelligence department I would not so much zetail the news of the
Church as single out important and promi:ent events, and make
them the basis of editorial comment, c¢nunciating Church principles,
commending or condeming public actions, furnishing legitimate criti-
cism, and supplying proper arguments and motives. In my judgment
the Magazine should not usurp the function of the newspaper. It has
a province of its own, and that province is to discuss principles
and faets rather than to narrate in detail the events to which they be-
long. In like manner I would occupy a larger space in the review of
books, giving in each number a resume of the literature of the weck,
and passing on every work submitted for review a candid criticism,—an
independent judgement. I would also occupy a limited portion of the
Magazine in correspondence on Biblical and Eeclesiastical Questions,
in which useful information may be supplied, and a friendly war-
fare carried on, without descending in any form to personal reerimina-
tion. As thus conducted, the Magazine should avoid the extremes of
party on either side, yet boldly maintain sound Church views, uninflu-
enced by either Ritualism, or Latitudinarvianism, or Evangelicalism,
insisting upon a legitimate interpretation and honest observance of the
Articles, Canons, and Rubries of the Church, and pleading for unity,
activity, and progress in science, in education, in missions, ete., for
free churches, for an increase of the Episcopate, for a more efticient
ministry, for better parochial organization, for more musical and hearty
services, for renewed energy, more systematic teaching, and more
thorough discipline in our Sunday Schools, &e., &e. I think it would
be well to change the name of the Magazine, and adopt one of the fol-
lowing titles; — either Cuvrcen Review, and Monthly Magazine, or
Cruren MaGaziNg, and Monthly Review. I prefer the former. I would
arrange for a large advertising list, especially of books, and for a better
system of proofireading, by which all typographical errors may be
avoided.  And finally each number should be printed and in circulation
by the first of the month.

With these alterations, I think the Magazine would be improved in
both its appearance and character, and would soon become what from
the first I have desired it might be. an able and independent organ for
the advocacy of Church principles and the promotion of Church objects,
It is nov intended to make it the rival of any other existing journal.

T
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| With the Church newspapers of the Dominion, and espe ially with the

Cuvren “Fh\l p of Toronto, it will work in h USNONIous  conjunction
Both have in view the same ohjeet, although each oce lllm-~n|'~||<v ild occu-
py,adisginet sphere. In making the proposed alterations, however, there
will be a large increase of expense, and that expense ean be only by in-
creased support. The Magazine has hitherto scarcely |n.|ul its way. There
I‘.‘\«- !u ren heavy expenses and losses connected with it which ‘were Im|
foveseen, and which have soméwhat interfored with its success.  In ad
dition to all the labour performed gratuitously, we ave, so far, very
much out of pocket.  This would not Le it all the subsceribers wonld
promptly forward their subseriptions. A large amount is still due. It
should be paid without delay.

But il the Magazine is to succeed the possibility of sueh loss must be
prevented. I oam desivous of having a fund in hand out of which |
can renumerate vegular and  recognized  eontributors.  And 1 am
persuaided the thing s easy of attainment if' all who approve ot the
movement will render their co-operation. Tt will, in my judgment, be
reproach to the Church it sueh a periodieal be allowed to coll: apse for
want of adequate sapport. I am satistied we have ability and means
to sustain it, ill‘l(‘ll\‘llll(‘llll'\ of other 'iwlll'll:x' ; and "rll:l”_\' Ccon-

it might bo rendered a powerful agent in the hands of the
Chureh. 1 there be the assurance of' a paving circulation, the Magazine
will be earvied on in the new form indieated ; but it not, it will receive
adecent burial with the next number, and those who have paid theie
subseriptions for the year, shall have halt their money veturned, while
thos¢ who have not paid it at all must forthwich vemit.

[ have thus, dear Siv, brought the matter before you as plainly as
woids would enable me. Wil you in veturn kindly and candidly tell
me what you think of the foregoing suggestions —whether youn will be
a subseriber to the Magazine in its altered form, and it so, for how many
copies—whether in yonr locality a suitable agency may be formed,
whether you will exert your influence in favor ot the Magazine, either
by cam ributions to its pages, or by efforts to promote its civculation,
and whether, in any other manner not here indicated, you are prepared,
or wou'd be willing, to aid this enterprise? It is doubtless very much
@ quesiion of means, and alittle private effort, and heatty co- peration,
vould furnish all we want. At feast all the working expenses of' the
Mag shoulil Te met by its circulation; and this is surely possible,
I owrite purely in the interests of the Chureh, and wish to be guided
very mueh in my decision by the opinions and advice of those who, |
my=ell, wre anxious for the advancement of the Chareh, and who, hnm
their position and experience, are able to form a sound judgment. 1
have creat faith in the power of the press. 1 believe that newspaj ers,
maga ines, and reviews, properly condue ed, will form, no less than
feger and more elaborate treatises, a most powerful kind of machinery
by which the Church may connteract viee and ervor, and spread abroad
purity and teath. I shall deplore the suspension of the present literary
enterprise, not heeanse | Ill\l' heen so intimately concerned in it, or
Fecause Imay he aloser by it, but beeanse the Church will lose another
instrument for the performance of'its work, and because this will imply
a corresponding lo-s of prestige and power. T hope such a calamity
may be avoided, and in order to do this, T ask, fiest, for your opinion,
and, second, for your help. Will you give me both wichout delay ?

Vinee

I am, dear sir,
I Yours truly,
I T.S. CARTWRIGIIT,

| Editor of the Churelman's Mogazine
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