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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE (LIVE STOCK BRANCH J

t/(MANAGEMENT OF GEESE.

IlV .1. It. TKBKY, ClllKK I'ori.TRY I>-.STm<T()R.

IVK.N Ciiviiur.ilili' .•inir(Mii](liiii;s. pi-sc iii-c tin- ciisii'st of :ill (loiiicstii-

fowls to liaiidlc. Whcii' snlllciciit t'li't'ii luixturi' mikI wiifcr ari- nvail-
iiiiic, this liass of lovN cnn he krpt vi'i-y clUNiply ill this I'rovlmi'.
.\s jft, liowi'vcr, very lew uw'st. iirc lii-iiiK kept. (juiK' a lar«o iiiiiiiliir

of coldstoratfo (iccso arc iiiiportiMl into the i'rovliu-<' diiriim tlic wiiitoi-

iiioiitlis to supply tlio (Iciimiid. TIhto Is apparently no n'asoii. oulsido
lack of liitorest, why more p-csc shoiilil not lie lircd.

BREEDS OF GEESE.

Tlie most protitahle are tin- Tonloiise. KiiiImIcii. African, fhlnese, and Camnhi
(or wild) tits'se. Of the above, the llrst two hrtvds n:ini<>d are the most popular.
The stand.ird weiKlits are: Adnit Kanders, I'D 11..; udiilt pn's*', IS II..; youn«
Winders. IS lli. ; f-eese, 11! Ih. The African weights are as fi>r tlie previous two
l>ree<ls. Actually, the weishts of the stiK-k kept liy the average fanner are in most
oases a few pounds less thnn standard retpdremeiits. The Chinese geese are about
li 11). liRhti'r iier bird than the others. The wild koos«> averaijes about 10 to 12 lb.

for gander and 8 to 10 lb. for geese.

Descbiption of Bbkeos.

Toulouse, grey and white In colour, are proliably the iH-st la.vers of the three
heavy breeds; not .sueh good mothers as the KmlKlen. Ordinarily they do not
mate as early in the year as the South African and Kmbdens. and will generally
mate with less females then the other two breeds. For the production of green
gi>pse or goslings for early market they are perhaps not quite so g.sid as the others,
for, although the goslings attain to a large size, they are not (|uite so rapid ie
"plumping." Il,)wever, when the earliest or first eggs laid are fertile, the additl.ma.
goslings will eventually prove them as protitahle as the other breeds.

The Einhden or Bremen geese are pure white in plumage, are fair layers, and
splendid sitters and mothers. Like the Toulou.se, the ganders are rather slow in
mating, and early in the sea.son infertile eggs an- often laid. The goslings, liowever,
are quick growers, "plunqr' well, and make excellent " grtvn s'se." They ar»>
generally tamer than the otlier hreiMls. Another advanlage is ;; lact th,.t the
while feathers fetch more i«t iwund than the gn'y or brown.

The Africjin geese, which are distingulslu^l by the •>tiit>ei,iiiee or "knol>"
between or Just below the eyes, are of greyisli-lirowii plumage, ami uiore pugnacious
than the other l)re<Mls. They mate eirly, and on tlie average the gw'se will lay more
fertile eggs tlian the others. They ar.^ nearly as giK)d it.vers .-is the Toulouse, and
their .voung grow fast and will lie ready to market quite as early as the Kmbden.





Ill siMiif I'll iilill("< Afrliiiii KMiiilirx iiri' iiiMlnl with iIiImt IIii' ThiiIipiimi' nr IIiiiliili'ii

fill' pi'iKliiiliii; i|iiUk Knmlnir )ji>sUni;«. Tin' Kmiili'is will alwi in:ilc with iiicirc tfit'Kr,

'I'lir Cliliiiw i;cT<i', IhiIIi V;irii-lliM. liinwii Mlicl "lilti-. ;ils<i liav(> the " kimlilM'd
"

lii'iid. Th''.v. fS|M'iliill.v till' while, hiy ii larisi- ihiihImt of •gi:>'. lliwtiiiu-cM have hnn
Uiu'Hii i<( C't'si- <if till' wlilti' variety la.vliiK as many as sixty etfi:s diirinn llie wasmi.

This lireeil Is imt so hanly as the nlher Ihris- ineiilli'iied and are mere iieNy They

have n vi'ry shrill iilerelnc eall and are rather timid. Tlie tfitsiiiiKs niake fair " iinsii

ReeHo." but are iiineh nmalier tlian the others. Like I lie .Vfrii-an, the ilark iilii-

feiithers are a disailvaiitaje In the lirown variety.

The Canada ms-xe have dark-crey |ilnmatfi>. with ii white " collar ' Just below

the head. They are wiinetlmes crossed willi the other bris-ds. anil prmluee a very

plnniji hybrid pwllntf. They are very tame when domes! leatisl. and if kindly treale<l

will follow the attendant around whenever pus^ihle. Tin- «osllii«s .are Kenerally very

hardy, and lit from 7 to .s lb. weight are as plitmp as a Kronse. The Ke<'se lay from

three to seven eiriis. depeiidlni; upon ajie. They are exeelieiit for watehinc lairiKi.ses

at ni«lit. iind will emit their "honk, honk" at sound of any nnnsiial i.olse. They

should, of course, be pinioned, or one wins can he cllppi'd close listead.

Terhaps the best way to .start with tris-se Is to piircliase mature st<«k at least

two years old— a year or two oliler the better. Yoniif! tfcew will la'- the llrst Keason.

hilt If bred the jiroueiiy are liable to be weak and nnlhiifty. When startiiitf. oni>

should piiirhase In the fail, as oftentimes seese will not bns'd If moved at hreediiiK-

time.

MATING.

Some Kanders will mate wllli four or tlvi> females, but the writer considers it

safer to mate not more than three to each tsaiider. Some candcMs are even ilis|HisisI

to pair. It is not a tfmsl praitice to InlriHlnce new seese to the Hock at breediin:-

tlme. as they are most likely to ho shunned by the males. If Sanders flulit. It may

be advisable to separate the tliwks at breedlii!; season. (Iwse breed better If able

to have aoce.ss to ii shallow pfiiid or sticam.

HOUSING.

Kxpeplins In very cold <limates, gfvso netil very little shelter, and most of them

onn be restrained by a .".fcwt fence. A low open-frontisl shed and fairly dry Is all

that Is needed, unless they are to ho jirotected from vornilu at ni«ht.

FEEDING.

Very little era In is needed If plenty of pasture Is available diirins the sprim;.

summer, and fall months, luirlns the brecdlnK season, however, the fdillne of a

little wet mash or soaked grain daily will be found beneficial. .V mash of one part,

by weiiiht. of bran, shorts, and corn-nieal or harle.v-nieai, with a 'tie lM>ef-siTap

added, has given goiHl results. Shell and grit should be snpplleil ail lib. For a

cliaiigi'. soaked oat barley, or wheat can be fed. It has iM'en stattsl by some

writers that gwse o > not need animal fisid. The writer lias stH'ii iMtth old ge«>.se

and goslings, aliout a month old. eating worms at a great rate. During the winter

nidiitlis they should be fed principally on vegetabU^, such as lulled or jaiiped

mangolds or turnips, carrots, cabbage-leaves, cut clover or alfalfa, and a little bran

or whole grain (H-caslonail.v. It Is very easy for the breeding stock to put on fat

during the winter; heiuv tlie advice to feed lots of vegetables. In severe climates,

if the fliK'ks have am'ss to snow. It will be found that a more lllH-ral diet will be

ncedi'd. as the snow tends to reduce the tlesh.

Drinking-water slionhl be snpiilied in d(H>p bmkets if a crei'k or stream is not

available. The supply should lie kept as fresh as possible, as gm-se quickly foul

drinkiiig-vessels.

They will generally begin laying in early spring, and if the weather Is cold It

is advisable to remove the eggs as soon as laid. Old barrels laid on end or large

shallow boxes may be placed in sheds or in shady .spots for nests. A little straw
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AiiolliiT ri'iiwiii wli.v till' wrllrr Iiiv.hii!* i niniii.ni h.na ha iiiiitlii'r« N. If llii'

Kiwliiijjs iirt- to l>c lii.irki-lcil IIS •• ui'i'iMi Ulrsi'." 11 will lie t'liiiiiil iiii.li iiiiiii' ^'riilltiilili'

t.i iisi' I Ik- lii-im for liriMKlIni: piir|Ki-.i-s. ii» tliry cat riiii>.iilcr!i'';y lisn tliiiii tlif imniit

gii-si'. Till' lattiT laiiiiiil 111' I'l'iiiii'il »•< liciis ciiii— iiiKitli. i' illHailvaiilii>:i'.

Till' f-iHA l.ikf fi'i.iii Iwiiiiy-riulif III llility ilay>i m liatrli. ami wlit'ii iisini; Iniis

It !•< iiilvlwalili' til M'lnt oiii' In tfnoil '• lillini If i"w^llili', ow liitf l.> tlii' Imiirrr imtLhI

of liuuliiilloii. I'rniii llini' ti) llvi' I'Ciis lilt' luiiiiKli. ar. iii-illii« to tlit' slz'' ..f ririjs ami

lu'li. Till' I'tfipt KliiMilil 111' iiiiiNli'lii'il ilaKy, iiiiil waxlinl If s.illril. Till' wrlliT iisiil

to ri'iiiiivi' till' lii'ii .lally ami illp rii' li t'lttf In wiinii watiT lor a fi'W m-..iiiiN lioiii

till' linii ilay oiiwarils till plpplnu lliin'. To lii'lp tlio liiais, ami also to sa\.- ll^ill;; so

many, tin' ct'u's ciiii Iw run In an liiiiibator for a \v«"<'l<. ufirr wlilcli tliry rimy 1><'

ti'sliil, ami tilt' fiTllli' o'ics (ilvi'ii to tin' lii'iis. As soon as tliry lial. Ii llii'y sli.nilil

!«' rciiMivnl from tin' lii'ii ami plinnl in a warm IhiX. uIIiitw Iw they may In' Miii.illiiTfil

or rlioknl liy till' lii'ii Ki'ttliiK Ikt I'ls-t aiross tlii'lr miks. Tlii'y taki' Ioiiuit t.i liat.li

uiiiliT lii'iis. mi III) alarm sli.mlil Ih' rvlm-i'il If tliry taUr fr.mi oin' ami a hall' t.i two

ilays to I'liii'rui' from the slnll afnT pippliijt.

(ioosc <•«;;< ari' mon- ililllriilt to liatrli artltl.'lally than ilmk or li.'ii runs. A
ti'iii|)i'ratnri' of 102 ili-grci'S on top of the vgi:% (IoiuIiIiibi Is alimil rl«lif. ami tli.'y

slioiilil III' in.ilsti'iii'il liy means of a ilanip cloth or illpiH'il In wann water quit"

fri'iini'iilly. .Mulstiiii'-panw sl.oiilil he nsnl also In iMittmn of liiriiliator all Ihroimli

till' hatch. Till' tcinpcratiiri' may he allowcil t.i run np to 114 towarils llic liiil»h.

as this l« Ki'iii'nilly linlicatlvi' of a (JoinI liiit.h. Can' slnmlil lie taken to remove

mnlsliire-paiis, so that the pisliniis may not p't wet If they happen I., fail liilo Ilie

mirser.v hefore properly ilrylnir off.

When );e<'Ke are settlnj: on the etftrs. It Is ailvlsalile to pla.e some craln ami

water lianily to the nest, ami a nin on jiasture Is reeomnieiiileil when they come olT

to feeil. K.vainine Hie eiius iK-.'asioiially when the p'l'se are feeiliii);. .\py i'«i:s that

are foiile<I should ho washed In warm water ami fresh straw anil iiostliiK material

placeil In the nest If neeilcil.

• "iioe tlio KoRllnp) are two or three days old. very liltle care Is needed. They

Kliould he protiH'ted from heavy rain-storms for the lirst two or tlirei' weeks, and

Hhonld always have access to plenty of shade. If they are to lie marketed earl;.,

they should not lie allowe*! to swim. If with hen or lirooder. they slionld he tfiveii

ider shoots of Krass or clover ent fine the llrst two days, and milk (some skim or

itter) to drink as well as water .\fter lliis tliey shoiild he allowed more Illierly

M pasture, and should also Ih' protiited from the hot sun. If they are to Im'

.arketiil as "green iteese." Ihey should at the end of the llrst we<'k lie «railnally

fill a wet mash, ,\l)ont twlif a il.iy the first three or four weeks will he snili.'lent.

The mash may consist of two parts, hy weight, of liran, one shorts, and one liarley

or .ornnieal. Oicasionally liolleil oats, wheat, or harley can he yiveii. The writer

had e.xcclieiit results with wli-at liollcd In sklm-niilk. <'are should lie taken to see

that they net an alinndance of siiccnlent Kreeii food as well, or else they will «o

" o(T their I'eet
" and lose tlcsli. .\s niii.li ramie as pnssihle should he tfiveii. (!rit

and shell should lie mixed in the mash every two or tliri-e days.

After the llrst few weeks the mash may he chaniied to two-thir.ls liarli-y or corii-

meai and one-third liran. Never separate the (josliiiiis whilst cr.iwiiiL'. or tliey will

fret and pine. I.islng tiesh at a great rate. When killing, wlii.li should he at from

twelve to fourteen wiH'ks. it Is a.hisalile to kill Ihein all on the .me day. to save the

shrinkage mentioned ali.ive. A weight of froiii 10 to ^^2 Ih. can he secnr.d if pmiicr

care and attention is given. Special .'are should lie taki'ii against s.ares liy cats,

dogs, hrooding hens. etc.. as the goslings are very tlini.l when raisiil hy hens or

br(>oder.

When reared hy g"ese. llllle attention is nii'^led, as they apiM'ar to he stronger

and will generally he alile to make fair growth where ]ilenty of green pasture is

available. They will take much longer to reach such weights as are olitained hy

supplementary feeding of grain.
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Viirliiiiii mplhnda nt kllllnR arp In viifp «>, The wrltt>r him foiiiHl nittlni thi>
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ml the eunnH* fenthem, night ami tall feiilhers, ke|it MiNinite. The wInK when •-,..

•iff Ht the flnt Joint iii:ikea an excellent atore-diiHter or whlxk, iiml In iiImi exii'lleni

for clennlDK Incnhntor-Aue*.
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