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PREFACE

O N prefentiig this Volume to my Country,
it is not neceffary to enter into a particular
account of thofe voyages whofe journals form
the principal part of it, as they will be found,
I truf, to explain themfelves. It appears,
however, to be a duty, which the Public
have a right to expe& from me, to flate the
reafons which have influenced me in delaying
the publication of them.

It has been afferted, that a mifunderfian-
ding between a perfon high in office and
myfelf, was the caufe of this procraftination.
It has alfo been propagated, that it was occa-
fioned by that precaution which the policy
of commerce will fometimes fuggeft; but
they are both equally devoid of foundation.
The one is an idle tale ; and there could be
no folid reafon for concealing the circumflan-
ces of difcoveries, whofe arrangements and
profecution were fo honourable to my affo-
ciates and myfelf, at whofe expence they
were undertaken. The delay a&ually arofe
from the very a&ive and bufy mode of life
in which I was engaged fince the voyages

have



have been completed ; and when, at length;
the opportunity arrived, the apprehenfion of
prefenting myiélf to the Public in the cha-
ra8er of an Author, for which the courfe and
occupations of my life have by no means
qualified me, made me hefitate in commit.
ting my papers to the Prefs; being much
better calculated to perform the voyages, ar-
duous as they might be, than to write an
account of them. However, they are now
offered to the Public with the fubmiffion that
becomes me.

I was led, at an eariy period of life, by
commercial views, to the country North-
Weff of Lake Superior, in North America,
and being eWlowed by Nature with an in-
quifitive mind and enterprifing fpirit ; pof-
feffing alfo a conflitution and frame of body
equal to the moft arduous undertakings, and
being familiar with toilfome exertions in the
profecution of mercantile purfuits, I not only
contemplated the pra&icability of peiietrating
acrofs the continent of America, but was
confident in the qualifications, as J was ani-
mated by the defire, to undertake the perilous
enterprize.

The general utility of fuch a difcovery, has
been

viii PREFAC%.lE



PREFACE. lx
been univerfally acknowledged ; while the
wifhes of my particular friends and commer-
cial affociates, that I fhould proceed in the
purfuit of it, contributed to quicken the exe-
cution of this favourite projeé of my own
ambition : and as the completion of it extends
the boundaries of geographic fcience, and
adds new countries to the realms of Britifh
commerce, the dangers I have encountered,
and the toils i have fuffered, have found their
recompence ; nor will the many tedious and
weary days, or the gloomy and inclement
nights which I have paffed, have been paffed
in vail.

The firft voyage has fettled the dubious
point of a pradicable North-Weft paffa.ge;
and I truft, that it has fet that long agitated
queftion at reft, and extinguifhed the difputes
refpeding it for ever. An enlarged difcuf-
fion of that fubjea will be found to occupy
the concluding pages of this volume.

In this voyage, I was not only without the
neceffary books and infiruments; but alfo felt
myfelf deficient iii the fciences of aflronomy
and navigation : I did not hefitate, therefore,
to undertake a winter's voyage tothis country,
in order to procure the one and acquire the

B othxer'



x PREFACE.
other. Thefe obje8s being accomplifhed, T
returned, to determine the praCicability of
a commercial communication through the
continent of North America, between the
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, which is proved
by my fecond journal. Nor do I hefitate to
declare My decided opinion, that very great
and effential advantages may be derived by
extending our trade from one fea to the other.

Some account· of the fur trade of Canada
from that country, of the native inhabitants,
and of the extenfive diarias conne8ed with
it, forms a preliminary difcourfe, which will,
I truif, prove interefing to a nation whofe
general policy is blended with, and whofe
profperity is fupported by, the purfuits of
commerce. It will alfo qualify the reader
to purfue the fucceeding voyages with fupe-
rior intelligence and fatisfadion.

Thefe voyages will not, I fear, afford the
variety that may be expe&ed from them;
and that which they offered to the eye, is
not of a nature to be effedually transferred
to the page. Mountains and vallies, the
dreary wafte, and wide-fpreading forefis, the
lakes and rivers fucceed each other in ge.
peral defcription ; and, except on the coafis

of



PREFACE. xi

of the Pacific Ocean, where the villages were
permanent, and the inhabitants in a great
meafure fnationary, fmall bands of wandering
Indians are the only people whom I fhall iII-
troduce to the acquaintance of my readers.

The beaver and the buffalo, the moofe-deer
and the elk, which are the principal animals
to be found in thefe countries, are already
fo familiar to the naturalifis of Europe, and
have been fo often as well as correély def-
cribed in their works, that the bare men-
tion of them, as they enlivened the landfcape,
or were hunted for food ; with a curfory
account of the foil, the courfe and navigation
of lakes and rivers, and their various produce,
is all that can be reafonably expeéed from
me.

I do not poffefs the fcience of the naturalif;
and even if the qualifications of that chara&er
had been attained by me, its curious fpirit
would not have been gratified. I could not
flop to dig into the earth, over whofe fur-
face I was compelled to pafs with rapid fleps ;
nor could I turn afide to colle& the plants
which nature might have fcattered on the
way, when my thoughts were anxioufly em-
ployed in making provifion for the day. that

B2 was



xii PREFACE.

was pafEntig over me. I had to encounter pe--
rils by land and perils by water ; to watch the
favage who was our guide, or to guard againif
thofe of his tribe who might meditate our
defirudion. I had, alfo, the paffions and
fears of other to control and fubdue. To
day I had to affuage the rifmg difcontents,
and on the morrow to cheer the fainting fpi-
rits, of the people who accompanied me. The
toil of our navigation was iiceffant, and of-
tentimes extrere ; and in our progrefs over
land we had no proteélion from the feverity
of the elements, and poffeffed no accommo-
dations or conveniences but fuch as could be
contained in the burden on our fhoulders,
which aggravated the toils ofour march, and
added to the wearifomenefs of our way.

Though the events which compofe my

journals may have little in thenfelves to
firike the imagination of thofe who love to
be aftoni<hed, or to gratify the curiofity of
fuch as are enamoured of romantic adven.-
tures; neverthelefs, when it is confidered that
I explored thofe waters which had never
before borne any other veffel than the canoe
of the favage; and traverfed thofe deferts
where an European bad never before pre-.

fented
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fented himfelf to the eye of its fwarthy na-
tives ; when to thefe confiderations are added
the important objeds which were purfued,
with the dangers that were encountered, and
the difficulties that were furmounted to at-
tain them, this work will, I flatter myfelf,
be found to excite an intereft, and conciliate
regard, in the minds of thofe who perufe it.

The general map which illufrates this vo-
lume, is reduced by Mr. Arrowfmriith frorm
his thrce-fheet map of North-Anerica, with
the lateft difcoveries, which he is about
to republifh. His profeflional abilites are
well known, and no encomium ofmine will
advance the general and merited opinion of
them.

Before I conclude, I muft beg leave to in-
form my readers, that they are not to expea
the charms of embellifhed narrative, or ani-
mated defeription ; the approbation due to
fimplicity and to truth is all I prefume to
claim ; and I am not without the hope that
this claim will be allowed me. I have def-
cribed whatever I faw with the impreffions
of the moment which prefented it to me.
The fucceffive circumftances of my progrefs
are reiated without exaggeration or difplay.
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I have feldom allowed myfelf to wander
into conjeaure; and whenever conjedure
has been indulged, it will be found, I truft,
to be accompanied with the temper of a
man who is not difpofed to think too highly
of himfelf: and if at any time 1 have deli-
vered myfelf with confidence, it will appear,
I hope, to be on thofe fubjeds which, from
the habits and experience of my life, will
juftify an unreferved communication of my
opinions. I arn not a cafididate for literary
fame : at the fame time, I cannot but
indulge the hope that this volume, with
all its imperfedions, will not be thought
unworthy the attention of the fcientific geo.

grapher ; and that, by unfolding countries
hitherto unexplored, and which, I prefume,
may now be confidered as a part of the
Britifh dominions, it will be received as
a faithful tribute to the profperity of my
country.

ALEXANDER MACKENZIE.

LONDON,

November 30, 1801.



GENERAL HISTORY

OF THE

FUR TR.ADE

FROM

CANADA tO THE NORTJ-WEST.

I E fur trade, from the earlieft fettlement of
Canada, was confidered of the firif importance to
that colony. The country was then fo populous,
that, in the vicinity of the eflablifhments, the ani-
mals whofe fkins were precious, in a commercial
view, foon became very fearce, if not altogether
extin&L They were, it is true, hunted at former
periods,but merely for food and clothing. The
Indians, therefore, to procure the neceffary fupply,
were encouraged to penetrate into the country, and
were generally accompanied by fome of the Cana-
dians, who found means to induce the remoteft
tribes of natives to bring the fkins which were
moif in demand, to their fettlements, in the way
of trade.

It is not neceffary for me to examine the caufe,
but
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but experience proves that it requires much lefs

time for a civilized people to deviate into the man-

ners and cuftoms of favage life, than for favages to

rife into a fiate of civilization. Such was the

event with thofe who thus accompanied the natives

on their hunting and trading excurfions ; for they
became fo attached to the Indian mode of life, that
they loft all relifh for their former habits and na-

tive homes. Hence they derived the title of Cou-

reurs des Bois, became a kind of pedlars, and were

extremely ufeful to the merchants engaged in the
fur trade ; who gave them the neceffary credit to

'proceed on their commercial undertakings. Three
or four of thefe people would join their ftock, put
their property into a birch-bark canoe, which they
worked themfelves, and either accompanied 'the
natives in their excurfions, or went at once to the
country where they knew they were to hunt. At
length, thefe voyages extended to twelve or fifteen
months, when they returned with rich cargoes of
furs, and followed by great numbers of the natives.
During the flhort time requifite to feule their ac-
counts with the merchants, and procure freth cre-
dit, they generally contrived to fquander away all
their gains, when they returned to renew their
favourite mode of life : their views being anfwered,
and their labour fufficiently rewarded, by indulging
themfelves in extravagance and diffipation during
the fhort fpace of one month in twelve or fifteen.

This
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This indifference about amaffing property, and

the pleafure of living free from all reftraint, foon
brought on a licentioufnefs of manners which could
not long efcape the vigilant obfervation of the mif.
fionaries, who had nuch reafon to complain of
their being a difgrace to the Chriftian religion; by
not only fwerving from its duties themfelves, but
by thus bringing it into difrepute with thofe of the
natives who had become converts to it; and, con-
fequently, obflruding the great objeé to which
thofe pious men had devoted their lives. They,
therefore, exerted their influence to procure the
fupreffion of thefe people, and accordingly, no one
was allowed to go up the country to traffic with the
Indians, without a licence from the government.

At firif thefe permiffions were, of courfe, grant-
ed only to thofe whofe chara9 er was fuch as coul
give no alarn to the zeal of the Mifflionaries : but
they were afterwards beflowed as rewards for fer-
vices, on officers, and their widows; and they, who
were not willing or able to make ufe of them,
(which may be fuppofed to be always the cafe with
thofe of the latter defeription) were allowed to fel
them to the merchants, who neceffarily employed
the Coureurs des bois, in quality of their agents;
and thefe people, as may be imagined, gave suffi-
cient caufe for the renewal of former complaints
fo that the remedy proved, in fat, worfe than the
difeafe.

C At
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At length, military poifs were efnablifhed at the
confluence of the different large lakes of Canada;
which, in a great meafure, checked the evil confe-

quences that followed from the improper condu&
of thefe forefters, and, at the fame time, proteaed
the trade. Befides, a number of able and ref-
peâable men retired from the army, prosecuted
the trade in perfon under their refpective li-
cences, with great order and regularity, and ex-
tended it to fuch a difnance, as, in thofe days,
was confidered to be an afnonifhing effort of com-
mercial enterprize. Thefe perfons and the mifflio-
naries'having combined their views at the fame
time, fecured the refped of the natives, and the
<bedience of the people neceffarily employed in the
laborious parts of this undertaking. Thefe gen-
tlemen denominated themfelves commanders, and
not traders, though they were intitled to both thofe
charaders: and, as for the miffionaries, if fufferings
and hardfhips in the profecution of the great work
which they had undertaken, deferved applaufe and
admiration, they had an undoubted claim to be
admired and applauded: they fpared no labour and
avoided no danger in the execution of their impor-
tant office ; and it is to be ferioufly lamentecd, that
their pious endeavours did not meet with the fuc-
cefs which they deferved : for there is hardly a trace
to be found beyond the cultivated parts, of théir
meritorious funéions.

The
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The caufe of this failure mufi be attributed to a

,want of due confideration in the mode employed
by the miffionaries to proþagate the religion of
which they were the zealous minifters. They
,habituated themfelves to the favage life, and natu-
xalifed themfelves to the favage manners, and, by
thus becoming dependant, as it were, on the na-
tivesthey acquired their contempt rather than their
veneration. If they had been as well acquainted
with humannature, as they were with the articles
of their faith, they would have known, that the
uncultivated mind of an Indian muft be difpofed
by much preparatory method and infiruction to
receive the revealed truths of Chriftianity, to act
under its fanâions, and be impelled to good by
the hope of its reward, or turned from evil by the
fear of its punifhments. They fhould have began
their work by teaching fome of thofe ufeful arts
which are the inlets of knowledge, and lead the
.mind by degrees to objeés of higher comprehen-
fion. Agriculture fo formed to fix and combine

*fociety, and fo preparatory to objects of fuperior
confideration, lhould have been the firif thing in-
troduced amonig a favage people : it attaches the
wandering tribe to that fpot where it adds fo much
to their comforts ; while it gives them a fenfe of
property, and of lafing poffeffion, inftead of the
uncertain hopes of the chafe, and the fugitive pro-
duce of uncultivated wilds. Such were the means

C z by
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by which the foreifs of Paraguay were converted
'into a fefe of abundant cultivation, and its favage
inhabitants introduced to ail the advantages of a
civilized life-,

The Canadian mifdionaries fhould have been
contented to improve the morals of their own
coùntrymen, fo that by meliorating their charadter
and condué, they would have given a ftriking
example of the effe& of religion in promoting the
comforts of life to the furrounding favages; and

night 'by dégrëes have extended its benign in-
fluence to the remoteif regions ôf that country,
which was the objed, and intended to be the fcene,
of their evangelic labours. But by bearing the
light of the Gofpel at or'ce to the diftance of two
thoüfand five hundred miles from the civilized part
of the colonies, it was foon obfcured by the cloud
of ignorance that darkened the human mind in
thofe difant regions.

The whole of their long route I have often tra-
velled, ànd the recollection of fuch a people as the
miffiônaries having been there, was confined to a
few fuperannuated Canadians, who had not left that
country fince the ceffion to the Englifh,- in 1763,
and who particulaly mentioned the death*of fome,
and the diflreffing fituation of them ail. But if
thefe religious men did not attain the objeés of
their perfevering piety, they were, during their mif-
fion, of great fervice to the commanders who en-

gaged
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gaged in thofe diftant expeditions, and fpread the
fur trade as far Weft as the banks of the Safkatchi-
wine river, in 53. North latitude, and longitude
102 Weft.

At an early period of their intercourfe with the
favages, a cuftonm vs introduced of a very excel-
lent tendency, but is niow unfortunately difeonti-
nued, of not felling any fpirituous liquor to the
natives. This admirable regulation was for fome
time obferved, with all the refped due to the reli-
gion by which it was fandioned,and whofe fevereft
cenfures follôwed the violation of it. A painful
penance could alone reftore th~e offender to the fuf-
pended rites of the facrament. The cafuiftry of
trade, however, difcovered a way to gratify the in-
dians with their favourite cordial, withoit incnr-
-ing the ecclefiaffical penalties, by giving, inftead
of felling it to them.

But i'otwithftanding all the reftri&ions with
whicli comiñnërce was oppreffed under Ihe Ftëheh
governnient, the fur trade was extended to the'irM-
.menfe diftändée vhich hâs been alreádyftatêd ; and
furrmourited miany môft difcouraging 'difficuies,
which will bé héreafter noticed·;wehile, at the fame
time, no exértions were made from Hudfon's Bay
to obtain even a ihare of the trade -of éa country
which, according to the charter of thât company,
belonged to it, and,from its proximity, is fo much
more -acceffable to the mercantile adventurer.

Of
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Of thefe trading commanders, I underftood, that
two attempted to penetrate to the Pacific Ocean,
but the utmoft extent of their journey I could ne-
ver learn; which may be attributed, indeed, to a
failure of the undertaking.

For fome time after the tonqueif of Canada,
this trade was fufpended,. which muft have been
very advantageous to the Hudfon's. Bay Company
as all the inhabitants to the Weffward of Lake
Superior, were obliged te go to them for'fuch ar-
ticles as their habitual ufe had rendered neceffary.
Some of the Canadians who had lived long with
them, and were become attached to a favage life,
accompanied them thither annually, tili mercantile
adventurers again appeared from their own country,
after an interval of feveral years, owing, as I fup.
pofe, to an ignorance of the country in the con-
querors, and their want of commercial confidence
in the immenfe length of the journey neceffary to
reach the limits beyond which this commerce muft
begin ; the rilk of property; the expences attending
fuch a long tranfport ; and an ignorance of the
language of thofe who, from their experience, muft
be neceffarily employed as the intermediate agents
between them and the natives. But, notwithftand-
ing thefe difficulties, the trade, by degrees, began to
fpread over the different parts to which it had been
carried by the French, 'though at a great rilk of
the lives, as well as the property, of their new pof-

feffor
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feffors, for the natives had been taught by their
former allies to entertain hoffile difpofitions towards
the englifh, from their having been in alliance with
their natural enemies the Iroquois; and there were
not wanting a fufficient number of difcontented,
difappointed people to keep alive fuch a notion; fo
that for a long time they were confidered and
treated as objeâs of hoftility. To prove this
difpofition of the Indians, we have only to refer'
to the conduat of Pontiac, at Detroit, and the sur-
prife and taking of Michilimakinac, about this
period.

Hence it arofe, that it was fo late as the years

1766, before which, the trade I mean to confider,
commenced from Michilimakinac. The firft who
attempted it were fatisfied to go the length of the
River Cameniffiquia, about thirty miles to the
Eafhward of the Grande Portage, where the French
had a principal eftablifhment, and was the line of
their communication with the interior country. It
was once deffroyed by fire. .Here they went and
returned fuccefsful in the following fpring to Mi-.
chilimakinac. Their fuccefs induced them to re-
new their journey, and incited others to follow
their example. Some of them remained at Came-
niftiquia, while others proceeded to and beyond
the Grande Portage, which, fince that time has
become the principal entrepôt of that trade, and is
fituated in a bay, in latitude 48. North, .and lon.

gitùde
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gitude 90. Weft. After paffing the ufual feafon
there, they went back to Miçhilimakinac as before,
and encouraged by the trade, returned in increafed
numbers. One of thefe, Thomas Curry, with a
4pirit of enterprize fuperior to that of his contem-
poraries, determined to penetrate to the furtheft
Lirits of the French difcoveries in that country;
or at leaft till the froft fiould flop him. For this
purpofe he prQcured guides and interpreters, who
were acquainted with the country, and with four
canoes arrived at Fort Bourbon, which was one of
their pofis, at the Weft end of the Cedar Lake
on the waters of the Salkatchiwine. His rifk and
toil were well recompenfed, for he came back the
following fpring with his canoes filled with fine
furs, with which he proceeded to Canada, and
was faisfied never again to return to the Indian
country.

FrQm this period people began to fpread ovejr
every part of the country, particularly where the
French Lad efnablifhed fettlements.

Mr. James Finilay was the firft who followed
Mr. Curry's example, and with the fame number
of canoes, arrived, in the courfe of the next feafon,
at Nipawee, the JaQt ofthe French fettlements on
the bank .of the &SkathJiwine River, in latitude
nearly 34i Norti, and :longitude lo.3 Wef : he
found the .good fQrtune, as le foIIowed, in every
refpeé, the.example, of his pr.edeceffor.

As
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As may be fuppofed, there were now people
enough ready to replace them, and the trade was
purfued with fuch avidity, and irregularity, that in
a few years it became the reverfe of what it ought
to have been. An animated competition prevailed,
and the contending parties carried the trade beyond
the French limits, though with no benefit to them-
felves or neighbours, the Hudfon's-Bay Company;
who in the year 1 774, and not till then, thought
proper to move from home to the Eaff bank of
Sturgeon Lake, in latitude 33- 56. North, and
longitude 1o2. 15. Weff, and became more

jealous of their fellow fubjeés; and, perhaps,
with more caufe, than they had been of thofe of
France. From this period to the prefent time,
they have been following the Canadians to their
different efnablilhments, while, on the contrary,
there is not a folitary inifance that the Canadians
have followed them; and there are many trading
poifs which they have not yet attained. This,
however, will no longer be a myftery when the na-

ture and policy of the Hudfon's-Bay Company is
compared with that which has been purfued by their

rivals in this trade. -But to return to my fubje&.
This competition, which has been already men-

tioned, gave a fatal blow to the trade from Ca-

nada, and, with other incidental caufes, in my opi-
nion, contributed to its ruin. This trade was

carried on in a very diffant country, out of the
D reach
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reach of legal reftraint, and where there was a free
fcope given to any ways or means in attaining ad-
vantage. The confequence was not only the lofs
of commercial benefit to the perfons engaged in it,
but of the good opinion of the natives, and the
refpe& of their men, who were inclined to follow
their example; fo that with drinking, caroufing,
and quarrelling with the Indians along their route,
and among themfelves, they feldom reached their
winter quarters; and if they did, it was generally
by dragging their property upon fledges, as the
navigation was clofed up by the frofi. When at
length they were arrived, the objea of each was
to injure his rival traders in the opinion of the na-
tives as much as was in their power, by mifrepre-
fentation and prefents, for which the 'agents em-
ployed were peculiarly calculated. They confi-
dered the command of their employer as binding
on them, and however wrong or irregular the
tranfadion, the refponfibility refted with the prin
cipal who direded them. This is Indian law.
Thus did they wafte their credit and their pro-
perty with the natives, tilt the firif was paif re-
demption, and the laït was nearly exhaufted; fo
that towards the fpring in each year, the rival parties
found it abfolutely neceffary to join, and make
one common flock of what remained, for the pur-
pofe of trading with the natives, who could en-
tertain no refpeé for perfons who had condu&ed

themfelves
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themfelves with fo much irregularity and deceit.
The winter, therefore was one continued fcene of
difagreements and quarrels. If any one had the
precaution or good fenfe to keep clear of thefe
proceedings, he derived a proportionable advantage
from his good condut, and frequently proved a
peace-maker between the parties. To fuch an
height had they carried this licentious condu&,
that they were in a continual Rate of alarm, and
were even frequently ntopped to pay tribute on
their route into the country; though they had
adopted the plan of travelling together in parties
of thirty or forty canoes, and keeping their men
armed ;. which fometimes, indeed, proved necef..
fary for their defence.

Thus was the trade carried on for feveral years,
and confequently becoming worfe, and worfe, fo that
the partners, who met them at the Grande Portage,
naturally complained of their ill fuccefs. But fpe-
cious reafons were always ready to prove that it
arofe from circumftances which they could not at
that time control; and encouragements were held
forth to hope that a change would foon take place,
which would make ample amends for paR difap-
poîntments.

It was about this time, that Mr., Jofeph Fro-
bifher, one of the gentlemen engaged in the trade,
determined to penetrate into the country yet unex-

pL>red, to the North and WeRward, and, in the
D z fpring
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fpring of the year 1 775, met the Indians from that
quarter on their way to Fort Churchill, at Portage
de Traite, fo named from that circumifance on the
banks of the Miffinipi, or Churchill River, lati-
tude 53. 25. North, longitude io3-. Weff. It

was, indeed, with fome difficulty that he could
induce them to trade with him, but he at length
procured as many furs as his canoes could carry.
In this perilous expedition he fuftained every kind
of hardfhip incident to a journey through a wild
and favage country, where his fubfiffence depended
on what' the woods and the waters produced.
Thefe difficulties, neverthelefs, did not difcourage
him from returning in the following year, when
he was equally fuccefsful. He then fent his bro-
ther to explore the country ftill further Wec, who
penetrated as far as the lake of Ifle à la Croffe, in
latitude 33. 26. North, and longitude i oS Weft.
- He, however, never after wintered among the
Indians, though he retained a large interefi in the
trade, and a principal fhare in the direction of it
till the year 1798, when he retired to enjoy the
fruits of his labours; and, by his hofpitality, became
known to every refpedable firanger who vifited
Canada.

The fuccefs of this gentleman induced others to
follow his example, and in the fpring of the year
1778, fome of the traders on the Safkatchiwine
River, finding they had a quantity of goods to

fpare,
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fpare, agreed to put them into a joint fiock, and
gave the charge and management of them to Mr.
Peter Pond, who, in four canoes, was direéed to
enter the Englifh River, fo called by Mr. Frobifher,
to follow his track, and proceed (lill further ; if
poffible, to Athabafca, a country hitherto unknown
but from Indian report. In this enterprife he at length
fucceeded, and pitched his tent on the banks of
the Elk River, by him erroneoufly called the Atha-
bafca River, about forty miles from the Lake of
the Hills, into which it empties itfelf.

Here he paffed the winter of 1778-9; faw a
vaif concourfe of the Knifteneaux and Chepewyan
tribes, who ufed to carry their furs annually to
Churchill; the latter by the barren grounds, where
they fuffered innumerable hardfhips, and were
fometines even ftarved to death. Tie former fol-
lowed the courfe of the lakes and rivers, through a
country that abounded in animals, and where
there was plenty of fifh : but though they did not
fuffer from want of food, the intolerable fatigue of
fuch a journey could not be eafily repaid to an
Indian : they weré therefore highly gratified by
feeing people corne to their courtrV to relieve them
fron fuch long, toilfome, and dangerous journies ;
and were immediately reconciled to give an ad-
vanced price for the articles neceffary to their com-
fort and convenience. Mr. Pond's reception and
fuccefs was accordingly beyond his expeaation;

and
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and lie procured twice as many furs as his canoes
would carry. They alfo fupplied him with as
much provision as he required during his refidexice
among them, and fufficient for his homeward
voyage. Such of the furs as he could not embark,
he fecured in one of his winter huts, and they were
found the following feafon, in the fame ftate in
which he left them.

Thefe, however, were but partial advantages,
and could not prevent the people of Canada from
feeing the improper condué of fcrne of their af-.
fociates, which rendered it dargerous to remain any
longer among the natives. Moft of them who
paffed the winter at the Salkatchiwine, got to the
Eage hills, where, in the fpring of the year 1780,

a few days previous to their intended departure,
a large band of Indians being engaged in drinking
about their houfes, one of the traders, to eafe him.
felf of the troublefome importunities of a native,

gave him a dofe of laudanum in a glafs of grog,
which effeaually prevented him from giving fur-
ther trouble to any one, by fetting him afleep for
ever. This accident produced a fray, in which
one of the traders, and feveral of the men, were
killed, while the reft had no other means to fave
themfelves but by a precipitate flight, abandoning
a confiderable quantity of goods, and near half
the furs which they had colleded during the win-
ter and the fpring.

About
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About the fame time, two of the eftablifbments

on the Affiniboin river, were attacked with lefs juf-
tice, when feveral white men, and a greater number
of Indians were killed. In fhort, it appeared,
that the natives had formed a refolution to extir-
pate the traders; and, without entering into any
further reafonings on the fubjeâ, it appears to be
incontrovertible, that the irregularity purfued in
carrying on the trade has brought it into its prefent
forlorn fituation; and nothing but the greateif ca-
lamity that could have befallen the natives faved
the traders from deftruétion : this was the fmall
pox, which fpread its deffruéive and defolating
power, as the fire confumes the dry grafs of the
field. The fatal infedion fpread around with a
baneful rapidity which no flight could efcape, and
with a fatal effeâ that nothing could refia. It de-
flroyed with its peffilential breath whole families
and tribes ; and the horrid fcene prefented to thofe
who had the melancholy and affliéing opportunity
of beholding it, a combination of the dead, the
dying, and fuch as to avoid the herrid fate of
their friends around them, prepared to difappoint
the plague of its prey, by terminating their own
exiftence.

The habits and lives of thefe devoted people,
which provided not to-day for the wants of to-mor-
row, muft have heightened the pains of fuch an
affliétion, by leaving them not only without remedy,

but
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but even without alleviation. Nought was left
them but to fubmit in agony and defpair.

To aggravate the piéiure, if aggravation were
poffible, may be added, the putrid carcafes which
the wolves, with a furious voracity, dragged forth
from the huts, or which were mangled within
them by the dogs, whofe hunger was fatisfied
with the disfigured remains of their maffers. Nor
was it uncommon for the father of a family,
whom the infeéion had not reached, to call them
around him, to reprefent the cruel fufferings and
horrid fate of their relations, from the influence
of fome evil fpirit who was preparing to extirpate
their race ; and to incite them to baffle death,
with all its horrors, by their own poniards. At
the fame time, if their hearts failed them in this
neceffary aé, he was himfelf ready to perform the
deed of mercy with his own hand, as the laft
a& of his affection, and inftantly to follow them
to the common place of refl and refuge from
human evil.

It was never fatisfadorily afcertained by what
means this malignant diforder was introduced, but
it was generally fuppofed to be from the Miffifouri,
by a war party.

The confequence of this melancholy event to
the traders mufi be felf-evident ; the means of
difpofing of their goods were cut off; and no
furs were obtained, but fuch as had been gathe-

red
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red from the habitations of the deceafed Indians,
which could not be very confiderable : nor did
they look from the loffes of the present year,
with any encouraging expeéations to thofe which
were to come. The only fortunate people con-
fifted o'f a party who had again penetrated to the
Northward and Wefiward in 1780, at fome dif-
tance up the Miffinipi, or Engliffi River, to Lake
la Rouge. Two unfortunate circumftances, howe-
ver, happened to them ; which are as follow.

Mr. Wadin, a Swifs gentleman, of firia probity
and known fobriety, had gone there in the year

r 779, and remained during the fummer 1780.
His partners and others, engaged in an oppofite
intereft, when at the Grande portage, agreed to
fend a quantity of goods on their joint account,
which was accepted, and Mr. Pond was propofed
by them to be their reprefentative to a6t in con.

junédion with Mr. Wadin. Two men, of more
oppofite charaders, could not, perhaps, have been
found. In fhort from various caufes, their fitua-
tion became very uncomfortable to each other,
and mutual ill-will was the natural confequence :
without enterin'g, therefore, into a minute hiflory
of thefe transaétions, it will be fufficient to ob--
ferve, that, about the end of the year 1780, or
the beginning of the year i 78 i, Mr. Wadin had
received Mr. Pond and one of his own clerks to
dinner ; and, in the courfe of the night, the for-

E met
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mer was fhot through the lower part of the thigh,
when it was faid that he expired from the lofs
of blood, and was buried next morning at eight
o'clock. Mr. Pond, and the clerk, were tried
for this murder at Montreal, and acquitted : ne-
verthelefs, their innocence was not fo apparent as to
extinguifh the original fufpicion.

The other circurnfance was this. In the fpring
of the year, Mr. Pond fent the abovementioned
clerk to meet the Indians from the Northward,
whc ufed to go annually to Hudfon's Bay; when
he eafily perfuaded them to trade with him, and
return back, that they might not take the con.-
tagion which had depopulated the country to the
Eaftward of them: but moif unfortunately they
caught it here, and carried ir with them, to
the deffruction of themfelves and the neighbour-
ing tribes.

The country being thus depopulated, the traders
and their friends from Canada, who, from various
caufes already mentioned, were very much reduced
in nurmber, became confined to two parties, who
began ferioufly to think of making permanent
eftablifhments on the Miffinipi river, and at Atha-
bafca ; for which purpofe, 1781-2, they feleded
their befi canoe-men, being ignorant that the fmall
pox penetrated that way. The mofi expeditious
party got only in time to the Portage la Loche, or
Vithy-Ouinigam, which divides the waters of the

Miffinipi
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Miffinipi from thofe that fall into the Elk river, to
difpatch one canoe [trong handed, and light-
loaded, to that country ; but, on their arrival
there, they found, in every direéion, the ravages
of the fmall pox ; fo that, from the great diminu-
tion of the natives, they returned in the fpring
with no more than feven packages of beaver. The
ftrong woods and mountainous countries afforded
a refuge to thofe who fled from the contagion of
the plains; but they were fo alarmed at the fur-
rounding deftruaion, that they avoided the tra-
ders, and were difpirited from hunting except for
their fubfiflence. The traders, however, who re-
turned into the country in the year 17 82-3, found
the inhabitants in fome fort of tranquillity, and
rnore numerous than they had reafon to exped, fo
that their fuccefs was proportionably better.

During the winter of 1783-4, the merchants
of Canada, engaged in this trade, formed a juné'ion
of interefts, under the name of the North-Weft
Company, and divided it into fixteen fhares, with-
out depofiting any capital; each party furnifhing
a proportion or quota of fuch articles as were ne-
ceffary to carry on the trade: the respeéive parties
agreeing to fatisfy the friends they had in the
country, who were not provided for, according
to this agreement, out of the proportions which
.they held. The management of the whole was
accordingly. entrufted to Meffrs. Benjamin and

E 2 Jofeph
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Jofeph Frobifher, and Mr. Simon M'Tavifih, two
diftiné houfes, who had the greateif intereft and

influence in the country, and for which they were
to receive a flipulated commiffion in all tran-

faEtioné.
In the fpring, two of thofe gentlemen went

to the Grande Portage with their credentiais,
which were confirmed and ratified by all the par-
tics having an option, except Mr. Peter Pond,
who was not fatisfied with the fhare allotted him.
Accordingly he, and ânother gentleman, Mr. Peter
Pangman,who had a right to be a partner, but for
whom no provifion had been made, came to
Canada, with a determination to return to the
country, if they could find any perfons to join
them, and give their fcheme a proper fupport.

The traders in the country, and merchants at
Montreal, thus entered into a co - partnerfhip,
which, by thefe means, was confolidated and di-
reaed by able men, who, from the powers with
which they were entrufted, could carry on the
trade to the utmoft extent it would bear. The
traders in the country, therefore, having every reafon
to expeét that their paft and future labours would
be recompenfed, forgot all their former animofi-
ties, engaged with the utmoft fpirit and aéivity,
to forward the general intereft ; fo that, in the
following year, thev met their agents at the Grande
Portage, with their canoes laden with rich furs

from
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from the different parts of that immenfe traét
of country. But this fatisfadion was not to be
enjoyed without fome interruption; and they were
mortified to find that Mr. Pangnan had prevailed
on Meffrs. Gregory and Macleod to join him, and
give him their fupport in the bufinefs, though
deferted by Mr. Pond, who accepted the terms
offered by his former affociates.

In the counting houfe of Mr. Gregory I had
been five years; and at this period had left him,
with a fmall adventure of goods, with which he
had entrufled me, to feek my fortune at Detroit.
He, without any folicitation on my part, had pro-
cured an infertion in the agreement, that I fhould
be admitted a partner in this bufinefs,on condition
that I would proceed to the Indian country in
the following fpring, 1785. His partner came
to Detroit to make me fuch a propofition. I
readily affented to it, and immediately proceeded
to the Grande Fortage, where I joined my affo-
ciates.

We now found that independent of the natu-
ral difficulties of the undertaking, we fhould
have to encounter every other which they, who
were already in poffeffion of the trade of the country,
could throw in our way, and which their circum-
ftances enabled then to do. Nor did they doubt,
from their own fuperior experience, as well as that
of their clerks and men, with their local know-

ledge
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ledge of the country and its inhabitants, that they
fhould foon compel-us to leave the country to
them. The event, however, did not juflify their

expe&ations; for, after the fevereft ftruggle ever

known in that part of the world, and fuffering
every oppreffion which a jealous and rival fpirit
could inifigate; after the murder of one of our
clerks, who received a bullet through his powder
horn, in the execution of his duty, they were
compelled to allow us a fhare of the trade. As
we had already incurred a lofs, this union was, in
every refpeé, a defirable event to us, and was con-
cluded in the month of July 1 787.

This commercial eftablifhment was now foun-.
ded on a more solid bafis than any hitherto
known in the country ; and it not only conti-
nued in full force, vigour, and profperity, in (fpite
of all interference from Canada, but maintained,
at leaif an equal fhare of advantage with the
Hudfon's-Bay Company, notwithfthanding the fu-
periority of their local fituation. The following
account of this felf-ereded concern will manifeft
the caufe of its fuccefs.

It affumed the title of the North-Weff Com-
pany, and was no more than an affociation of
commercial men, agreeing among themfelves to
carry on the fur trade, unconneéIed with any
other bufinefs, though many of th;e parties en-
gaged had extenfive concerns 'altogether foreign

to
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to it. It may. be, faid to have been fupported
entirely upon credit; for, whether the capital
belonged to the proprietor, or was borrowed, it
equally bore intereft, for which the affociation
was annually accountable. It confifled of twenty
fhares, unequaliy divided among the perfons con-
cerned. Of thefe, a certain proportion was held
by the people who managed the bufinefs in Canada,
and were ftiled agents for the Company. Their
duty was to import the neceffary goods from
England, flore them at their .own expence at
Montreal, get them made up into the articles
fuited to the trade, pack and forward them, and
fupply the cafh that might be wanting for the
outfits ; for which they received, independent of the
profit on their fhares, a commifiion on the amount
of the accounts, which they were obliged to make
out annually, and keep the adventure of each year
diftin&. Two of them went annually to the Grande
Portage, to manage and tranfaa the bufinefs there,
and on the communication at Detroit, Michill-
makinac, St Mary's, and at Montreal, where they
received, flored, packed up, and fhipped the com-
pany's furs for England, on which they had alfo
a funall commiffion. The remaining fhares were
held by the proprietors, who were obliged to winter
and manage the bufinefs of the concern with the
Indians, and their refpedive clerks, &c. They
were not fuppofed to be under any obligation to

furnifh
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furnifh capital, or even credit. If they obtained
any capital by the trade, it was to remain in the
hands of the agents ; for which they were allowed
intereft. Some of them, from their long fervices
and influence, held double fhares, and were allow-m
ed to retire from the bufinefs at any period of
the exifting concern, with one of thofe fhares,
naming any young man in the company's fervice
to fucceed him in the other. Seniority and merit
were, however,- confidered as affording a claim to
the fucceffion, which, neverthelefs, could not be
difpofed of without the concurrence of the majo.
rity of the concern ; who, at the fame time re-.
lieved the feceding perfon from any refponfibi-
lity refpeaing the thare that he transferred, and
accounted for it according to the annual value or
rate of the property; fo that the feller could have
no advantage but that of getting the thare of ftock
which he retained realifed, and receiving for the
transferred fhare what was fairly determined to be
the worth of it. The former was alfo difcharged
from all duty, and became a dormant partner.
Thus, all the young men who were not provided
for at the beginning of the contrad, fucceeded in
fucceffion to the charaéder and advantages of part-
ners. They entered into the Company's fervice
for five or feven years, under fuch expedations,
and their reafonable profpeds were feldom difap-
pointed ; there were, indeed, inflances when they

fucceeded
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fucceeded to Ihares, before their apprenticefhip
was expired, and it frequently happened that they
were provided for while they were in a flate of
articled clerkfhip. Shares were transferable only
to the concern at large, as no perfon could be
admitted as a partner who had not ferved his time
to the trade. The dormant partner indeed might
difpofe of his intereft to any one he chofe, but if
the tranfadion were not acknowledged by his affo-
ciates, the purchafer could only be confidered as
bis agent or attorney. Every fhare had a vote
and two thirds formed a majority This regular
and equitable mode of providing for the clerks of
the company, excited a fpirit of emulation in the
difcharge of their various duties, and in fac, made
every agent a principal, who perceived h.5 own
profperity to be immediately conneded' with that
of his employers. Indeed, without fuch a fpirit,
fuch a trade could not have become fo.extended
and advantageous, as it has been and now is.

In 1788, the grofs amount of the adventure for
the year did not exceed forty thoufand pounds, *
but by the exertion, enterprife, and induftry of
the proprietors, it was brought in eleven years to

* This might be properly called the flock of the company,
as it included, with the expenditure of the year, the amount of
the property unexpended, which had been appropriated for the
adventure of that year, and was carried on to the account of
the following adventure.

F triple
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triple that amount and upwards; yielding pro-
portionate profits, and furpaffing, in fhort, any thing
known in America.

Such, therefore, being the profperous ifate of
the company, it, very naturally, tempted others
to interfere with the concern in a manner by no
means beneficial to the company, and com-
monly ruinous to the undertakers.

In 1798 the concern underwent a new form,
the fhares were increafed to forty-fix, new part-
ners being admitted, and others retiring. This
period was the termination of the conpany, which
was not renewed by all the parties concerned in it,
the majority continuing to ad upon the old ftock,
and under the old firm; the others beginning a
new one; and it now remains to be decided, whether
two parties, under the fame regulations and by the
fame exertions, though unequal in number, can
continue to carry on the bufinefs to a fuccefsful
iffue. The contrary opinion has been held, which,
if verified, will make it the intereif of the parties
again to coalefce ; for neither is deficient in capital
to fupport their obftinacy in a lofing trade, as it is
not to be fuppofed that either will yield on any
other terms than perpetual participation.

It will not be fuperfluous in this place, to
explain the general mode of carrying on the fur
trade.

The agents are obliged to order the neceffary
goods
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goods from England in the month of O&ober,
eighteen months before they can leave Montreal;
that is, they are not fhipped from London until
the fpring following, when they arrive in Canada
in the fummer. In the courfe of the following
winter they are made up into fuch articles as are
required for the favages; they are then packed into
parcels of ninety pounds weight each, but cannot
be fent from Montreal until the May following ;
fo that they do not get to market until the enfuing
winter, when they are exchanged for furs, which
come to Montreal the next fall, and from thence
are fhipped, chiefly to*London, where they are not
fold or paid for before the fucceeding fpring, or
even as late as June ; which is forty-two months
after the goods were ordered in Canada ; thirty-fix
aftèr they had been fhipped from England, and
twenty-four after they had been forwarded from
Montreal ; fo that the merchant, allowing that
he has twelve months credit, does not receive a
return to pay for thofe goods, and the neceffary
expences attending them, which is about equal
to the value of the goods themfelves, till two years
after they are confidered as cafh, which makes this
a very heavy bufinefs. There is even a fmall pro-
portion of it that requires twelve months longer to

bring round the payment, owing to the immenfe
diftance it is carried, and from the fhortnefs of

the feafons, which prevents the furs, even after
F 2 they
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they are colleded, from coming out of the country
for that period *.

The articles neceffary for this trade, are coarfe
woollen cloths of different kinds; milled blankets
of different fizes; arms and ammunition ; twift
and carrot tobacco; Manchnf1er goods; linens,
and coarfe fheetings ; thread, lunes and twine;
common hardware; cutlery and ironmongery of
feveral defcriptions; kettles of brafs and copper,
and fheet-iron ; filk and cotton handkerchiefs; hats,
-fhoes and hofe; calicoes and printed cottons, &c.
Spirituous liquors and provifions are purchafed
in Canada. Thefe, and the expence of trans-
port to and from the 1dim country, including
wages. to clerks, interprecers, guides, and canoe-
men, with the expence of making up the goods for
the market, form about half the annual amount
againif the adventure.

* This will be better illuftrated by the following fiatement:
We will fuppofe the goods for 1798 ;

The orders for the goods are fent to this country 25th O&. 1796.
They are fhipped from London. . . . . . March 1797.
They arrive in Montreal. . .. .. .. . June 1797.
They are made up in the courfe of that fummer and winter.
They are fent from Montreal. . . .. . . May 1798.
They arrive in the Indian country, and are exchanged

for furs the following winter....... 798-9.
Which furs come to Montreal. ..... Sept. 1799.
And are fhipped for London, where they are fold in

March and April, and paid for in May or June. . 1Soo.

This
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This expenditure in Canada ultimately tends
to the encouragement of Britifh manufadory, for
thofe who are employed in the different branches
of this bufinefs, are enabled by their gains to
purchafe fuch Britifh articles as they muif other-
wife forego.

The produce of the year of which I am
now fpeaking, confifted of the following furs and
peltries :
io6,ooo Beaver fkins 6ooo Lynx fkins,

2100 Bear Ikins, 6oo Wolverine fkins,
5oo Fox lkins, 1650 Fifher fkins,

4000 Kitt Fox ikins, 100 Rackoon fkins;
4600 Otter kins, 3800 Wolf lkins,

17,000 Mufquafh lkins, 700 Elk fkins,
32,000 Marten ikins, 730 Deer Ikins,

1[8oo Mink fkins, 1200 Deer lkins, dreffed,
goo Buffalo robes, and a quantity of cafto-

rum.

Of thefe were diverted from the Britifh market,
being fent through the United States to China,

13 ,3 64 1kins, fine beaver, weighing 1 9283 pounds;
25o fine otters, and 1724 kitt foxes. They

would have found their way to the China market
at any rate, but this deviation from the Britifh chan-
nel arofe from the following circumPcance:

An adventure of this kind was undertaken by
a refpeaable hGufe in London, half concerned
with the N orth-Weft Company in the year 1792.

The
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The furs were of the bef kind, and fuitable to,
the market; and the adventurers continued this
connexion for five fucceffive years, to the an-
nual amount of forty thoufand pounds. At the
winding up of 1792, 1793, 1794, 179, in the

year 1797, (the adventure of 1796 not being
included, as the furs were not fent to China,
but difpofed of in London), the North.. Wef[
Company experienced a lofs of upwards of£ 40,000
( their half,) which was principally owing to the
difficulty of getting home the produce procured
in return for the furs from China, in the Eaff
India Company's fhips, together with the duty
payable, and the various refiriéions of that com-
pany. Whereas, from America there are no im-
pedinents ; they get immediately to market, and
the produce of them is brought back, and perhaps
fold in the courfe of twelve months. From fuch
advantages the furs of Canada will no doubt find
their way to China by America, which would
not be the cafe if Britifh subjeas had the fame
privileges that are allowed to foreigners, as Lon-
don would then be found the beif and fafeft
market.

But to return to our principal fubjel. - We
fhall now proceed to confider the number of men
employed in the concern : viz, fifty clerks, feventy-
one interpreters and clerks, one thoufand one
hundred and twenty canoe men, and thirty-five

guides.
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guides. Of thefe, five clerks, eighteen guides,
and three hundred and fifty canoe men, were
employed for the fummer feafon in going from
Montreal to the Grande Portage, in canoes, part
of whom proceeded. from thence to Rainy Lake
as will be hereafter explained, and are called Pork,
eaters, or Goers and Comers. Thefe were hired
in Canada or Montreal, and were abfent fron
the firft of May till the latter end of September.
For this trip the guides had from eight hundred
to a thoufand livres, and a fuitable equipment;
the foreman and fleerfman from five to fix hundred
livres; the middlemen from two hundred and fifty to
three hundred and fifty livres, with an equipment
of one blanket, one fhirt, and one pair of trowfers;
and were maintained during that period at the ex-
pence of their employers. Independent of their
wages, they were a!lowed to traffic, and many ofthem
earned to the amount of their wages. About one
third of thefe went to winter, and had more than
double the above wages and equipment. All the
winterers were hired by the year, and fometimes
for three years; and of the clerks many were ap-
prentices, who were generally engaged for five or
feven years, for which' they had only one hundred
pounds, provifion and clothing. Such of them
who could not be provided for as partners, at the
expiration of this time, were allowed from one
hundred pounds to three hundred pounds per an-

num;
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num; with all neceffaries, till provifion was mad
for them. Thofe who aéed in thé two-fold capa,
city of clerk and interpreter, or were fo denomi.
nated, had no other expedI ation than the paymeni
of wages to the anount of from one thoufand livres
per annum, with clothing and provifions. -The
guides, who are a very ufeful fet of men, aded alfo
in the additional capacity of interpreters, and had
a flated quantity of goods, confidered as fufficient
for their wants, their wages being from one to
three thoufand livres. The canoe mer are of -two
defcriptions, foremen and fteerfmen, and middle-
men. The two firft were allowed annually one
tho»ifand two hundred, and the latter four hundred,
livres each. The firft clafs had what is called an
equipment, confifng of two blankets, two fhirts,
two pair of trowfers,'two handkerchiefs, fourteen
pounds of carrot tobacco, and fome trifling articles.
The latter had ten pounds of tobacco, and all the
other articles thofe are called North Men, or
Winterers ; and to the laft clafs of people were at-
tached upwards of feven hundred Indian women and
children, viaualled at the expence of the com-
pany.

The firft clafs of people are hired in Montreal
five months before they fet out, and receive their
equipments, and one third of their wages in advance;
and an adequate idea of the labour they undergo
rpay be formed from the following account 'of the

country
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country through which they pafs, and their man
ner of proceeding.

F'he neceffary number of canoes being.purcha-
fed, at about three hundred livres each, the goods
formed into packagés, and the lakes and rivers free
of ice, which they ufually are in the beginning of
May, they are then difpatched from La Chine,
eight miles above Montreal, with eight or ten
men in each canoe, and their baggage; and fixty-
five packages of goods, fix hundred weight of bif-
cuit, two hundred weight of pork, three bufhéls of
peafe, for the men's provifion; two oil cloths to
cover the goods, a fail, &c. an axe, a towing-Iine,
a kettle, and a fponge to bail out the water, with a
quantity of gum, bark, and watape, to repair the
veffel. An European on feeing one of thefe flen-.
der veffels thus laden, heaped up, and funk with
hergunwale within fix inches of the water, would
think his fate inevitable in fuch a boat, when he
refleded on the nature of her voyage ; but the Ca.
nadians are fo expert that feW accidents happen.

Leaving La Chine, they proceed to St. Ann's,
within two miles of the Weftern extremity of the
illand of Montreal, the lake of the two mountains
being in fight, which may be termed the com-
mencement of the Utawas River. At the rapid of
St. Ann they are obliged to take out part, if not
the whole of their lading. It is from this fpot that
the Canadians confider they take their departure,

G as
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as it poffeffes the laif church on the ifland, which
is dedicated to the tute!ar faint of voyagers.

The lake of the two mountains is about twenty
miles long, but not more than three wide, and
furrounded by cultivated fields, except the Seign
ory belonging to the clergy, though nominally
in poffeffion of the two tribes of Iroquois and AI-
gonquins, whofe village is fituated on a delightful
point of land under the hills, which, by the title of
mountains, give a name to the lake. Near the
txtremity of the point their church is built, which
divides the village in two parts, forming a regular an-
gle along the water fide. On the Eaft is the ftation
on the Algonquins, and on the Weff, one of the
Iroquois, confifning in all of about five hundred
warriors. Each party bas its miffionary, and divine
worfhip is performed according to the rites of the
Roman Catholic religion, in their refpe&ive lan-
guagés in the- fame church : and fo afliduous have
their paaors been, that thefe people have been in-
ftru&ed in reading and writing in their own lan-
guage, and are better infiruéed than the Cana-
dian inhabitants of the country of the lower ranks:
but notwithftanding thefe advantages, and though
the eftablifhment is nearly coeval with the coloni-
zation of the country, they do not advance towards
a ftate of civilization but retain their ancient habits,
language, and cuftoms, and are becoming every
day more depraved, indigent, and infignificant.

The
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The country around them, though very capable of
cultivation, prefents only a few miferable patches
of ground, fown by the women with maize and ve-
getables. During the winter feafon, they leave their
habitations, and pious pafnors, to follow the chafe,
according to the cuftom of their forefathers. Such
is, indeed, the ifate of all the villages near the cul-
tivated parts of Canada. But we fhall now leave
them to proceed on our voyage.

At the end of the lake the water contra&s. into
the Utawas River, which, after a courfe of fifteen
miles, is interrupted by a fucceffion of rapids and
cafcades. for upwards of ten miles, at the foot of
which the Canadian Seignories terminate; and aIl
above themwere wafte land, till the cônclufionof the
American war, when they were furveyed by order
of government, and granted to the officers and
men of the eighty-fourthregiment, when reduced;
but principally to the former, and confequently
little inhabited, though very capable of cultivation.

The voyagers are frequently obliged to unload
their canoes, and carry the goods upon their backs,
or rather fufpended in flings from their heads.
Each man's ordinary load is two packages, though
fome carry three. Here the canoe is towed by a
ftrong line. There are fome places where the
ground will not admit of their carrying the whole;
they then make two trips, that is, leave half their
lading, and go and land it at the diflance required ;

G z -and
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and then return for that which was left. In this
diffance are three carrying-places, the length of
which depends in a great meafure upon the ftate
of the water, whether higher or lower; fron the
laif of thefe the river is about a mile and an half
wide, and has a regular current for about fixty miles,
when it ends at the firft Portage de Chaudiere,
where the body of water falls twenty-five feet, over
cragged, excavated rocks, in a moft wild, romantie
manner. At. a fmall difiance below, is the river
Rideau on the left, falling over a perpendicular
rock, near forty feet high, in one fheet, affuming
the appearance of a curtain ; and from which cir-
cumftance it derives its name. To this extent the
lands have been furveyed, as before obferved, and
are very fit for culture. Many loyalifts are fettled
upon the river Rideau, and have, I arn told, thri-
ving plantations. Some American families pre-
ferring the Britifh territory, have alfo eftablifhed
themfelves along a river on the oppofite fide,
where the foil is excellent. Nor do I think. the
period is far diflant, when the lands wiil become
fettled from this vicinity to Montreal.

• Over this portage, which is fix hundred and
forty-three paces long, the canoe and all the lading
is carried. The rock is fo fleep and dîfiicult of
accefs, that i requires twelve men to take the ca-
noe out of the water : it is then carried by fix men,
two at each end on the fame fide, and two under

the



OF THE FUR TRADE, &c. 39

the oppofite gunwale in the middle. From hence
to the next is but a fhort difnance, in which they
make two trips to the fecond Portage de Chau-
diere, which is feven hundred paces to carry the
loading alone. From hence to the next and lafl
Chaudiere, or Portage des Chenes, is about fix
miles, with a very ftrong current, where the goods
are carried feven hundred and forty paces; the
canoe being towed up by the line, when the water
is not very high. We now enter Lac des Chau-
dieres, which is computed to be thirty miles in
length. Though it is called a lake, there is a
ftrong draught downwards, and its breadth is from
two to four miles. At the end of this is the Por-
tage des Chats, over which the canoe and lading
are carried two hundred and feventy-four paces ;
and very difficult it is for the former. The river is
here barred by a ridge of black rocks, rifing in
pinnacles and covered with wood, which, from the
fmall quantity of foil that nouriffies it, is low and
ftinted. The river finds its way over and through
thefe rocks, in numerous channels falling fifteen
feet and upwards. From hence two tr':ps are made
throuýgh a ferpentine channel, formed by the rocks
for feveral miles, when the current flackens, and is
accordingly called the Lake des Chats. At the
channels of the grand Calumet, which are compui
ted to be at the diftance of eighteen miles, the cur-
rent recovers its afrength, and proceeds to the Por-

ta: ge
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tage Dufort, which is two h'ndred and forty-five
paces long; over which the canoe and baggage are
tranfported. From hence the current becomes
more rapid, and requires two trips to the Déchar-
ge des Sables *, where the goods are carried one
hundred and thirty-five paces, and the canoe to-
wèd. Then follows the Mountain Portage, where
the canoe and lading are alfo carried three hundred
and eighty-five paces; then to the Décharge of
the Derigé where the goods are carried two hun-
dred and fifty paces; and thence to the grand Ca-
lumet. This is the longeft carrying-place in this
river, and is about two thoufand and thirty-five
paces. It is *a high hill or mountain. From the
upper part of this Portage the current is fteady,
and is only a branch of the Utawas River, which
joins the main channel, that keeps a more Sou-
thern courfe, at the diftance of twelve conputed
leagues. Six leagues further it forms Lake Cou-
longe, which is about four leagues in length : from
thence it proceeds through the channels of the
Allumettes to the Décharge, where part of the la-.
ding is taken out, and carried three hundred and
forty-two paces. Then fucceeds the Portage des
Allumettes, which is but twenty-five paces, over
a rock difficult of accefs, and at a very fhort dif-

* The place where the goods alone are carried, is called a
Déchaige, and that where goods and canoes are both tranfported
onrland, is denorninated a Portage.

tance
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tance from the Décharge. From Portage de
Chenes to this fpot, is a fine deer-hunting country,
and the land in many parts very fit for cultivation.
From hence the river fpreads wide, and is full of
iflands, with fome current foý feven leagues, to the
beginning of Riviere Creufe, or Deep River, which
runs in the form of a canal, about a mile and an
half wide, for about thirty-fix miles ; bounded
upon the North by very high rocks, with low land
on the South, and fandy ; it is intercepted again by
falls and catara&s, fo that the Portages of the two
Joachins almoft join. The firft is nine hundred
and twenty, fix paces, the next feven hundred
and twenty,, and both very bad roads. Frotn
hence is a fteady current of ninemiles to the River
du Moine, where there has generally been a trad-
ing houfe; the ftream then becomes ftrong for
four leagues, when a rapid fucceeds, which requires
two trips. A little way onward is the Décharge,
and clofe to it, the Portage of the Roche Capi-
taine, feven hundred and ninety-feven paces in
length. From hence two trips are made through
a narrow channel of the Roche Capitaine, made by
an ifland four miles in length. A ftrong current
now fucceeds, for about fix leagues to the Portage
of the two rivers, which it about eight hundred and
twenty paces ; from thence it is three leagues to
the Décharge of the Trou, which is three hundred
paces. Nea'r adjoining is the rapid of Levellier.;

from



42 A GENERAL HISTOkY
frorn whence, including the rapids of Matawoen,
where there is no. carrying-place, it is about thirty-
fix miles to the forks of the fame name; in lati-
tude 46¾1. North, and longitude 78 à. Wefl, and
is at the computed diffance of four hundred miles
from Montreal. At this place the Petie Riviere
falls into the Utawas. The latter river comes
from a North-Weflerly dire&ion, forming feveral
lakes in its courfe. The principal of them is Lake
Temefcamang, where there has always been a tra-
ding poif, which may be faid to continue, by a
fucceffion of rivers and lakes, upwards of fifty lea-
gues from the Forks, paífig near the waters of
the. Lake Abbitiby, in latitude 48". which is re-
ceived by the Moofe River, that empties itfelf into

James Bay.
The Petite Riviere takes a South-Weft direfion,

is full of rapids atnd catara&s to its fource, and is
not more than fifteen leagues in length, in the
courfe of which are the following interruptions--
The Portage of Plein Champ, three hundred and
nineteen paces ; the Décharge of the Rofe, one
hundred and forty-five paces; the Décharge of
Campion, one hundred and eighty-four paces; the
Portage of the Groffe Roche, one hundred and
fifty paces ; the Portage .of Pareffeux, four hun-
dred and two paces ; the Portage of Priarie, two
hundred and eighty-feven paces ; the Portage of
La Cave, one hundred paces; Portage of Talon,

two
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two hundred and feventy-five paces; which, for its
length, is the worft on the communication; Por-
tage Pin de Mufique, four hundred and fifty-fix
paces; next to this is Mauvais de Mufique, where
many men have been crufhed to death by the ca-
noes, and others have received irrecoverable injuries.
The laft in this river is the Turtle Portage, eightyà
three paces, on entering the lake of that name,
where, indeed, the river may be faid to take its
source. From the firf vafe to the great river, the
country has the appearance of having been overi
run by fire, and confifts in general of huge rocky
hills. The diffance of this Portage which is the
height of land, between the waters of the St. Lau-
rence and the Utawas, is one thoufand five hundred
and thirteen paces to a fmall canal in a plain, that
isjuif fufficient to carry the loaded canoe about one
mile to the next vafe, which is feven hundred and
twenty-five paces. It would be twice this diftance,
but the narrow creek is dammed in the beaver fafh-
ion, to float the canoes to this barrier, through
which they pafs, when the river is juif fufficient to
bear them through fwamp of two miles to the
laif vafe, of one thoufand and twenty-four paces in
length. Though the river is increafed in this part,
fome care is neceffary to avoid rocks and ftumps of
trees. In about fix miles is the lake Nepifingui,
which is computed to be twelve leagues long,
though the route of the canoes is fomething more:

H iZ
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it is about fifteen miles wide in the widef part
and bounded with rocks. Its inhabitants confift
of the remainder of a numerous converted tribe,
called Nepifinguis of the Algonquin nation. Out
of it flows the Riviere des François, over rocks of a
confiderable height. In a bay to the Eaff of this,
the road leads over the Portage of the Chaudiere
des François, five hundred and forty-four paçes, to
hill water. It muif have acquired the name of

Kettle, from a great number of holes in the folid
rock of a cylindrical form, and not unlike that cu-
linary utenfil. They are obfervable in many parts
along fnrong bodies of water, and where, at certain
feafons, and diftinL periods, it is well known the
water inundates ; at the bottom of them are gene-
rally found a number of fmall ifones and pebbles.
This circumfLance justifies the conclufion, that at
fome former period thefe rocks formed the bed of
a branch of the difcharge of this lake, although
fome of them are upwards of ten feet above the
prefent level of the water 4t its greatefi height.
They are, indeed, to be seen along every great river
throughout this wide extended country. The
French river is very irregular, both as to its breadth
and form, and is fo interfperfed with iflands, that in
the whole courfe of it the banks are feldom vifible.
Of its various channels, that whch is generally fol-
lowed by the canoes is obftruded by the following
Fortages, viz. des Pins, fifty- two paces ; Feaufille,

thirty-fix
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thirty-fix paces; Parisienne, one hundred paces;
Recolet, forty-five paces; and the Petite Feaufille,
twenty-five paces. In feveral parts there are guts
or channels, where the water flows with great velo-
city, which are not more than twice the breadth of
a canoe. The difnance to Lake Huron is efnimated
at twenty-five leagues, which this river enters in
the latitude 45. 53. North, that is, at the point of
land three or four miles within the lake. There is
hardly a foot of foil to be feen from one end of the
French river to the other, its banks confiling of
hills of entire rock. The coaff of the lake is the
fame, but lower, backed at fome difiance by high
lands. The courfe runs through numerous iflands
to the North of Weft to the river Teffalon, com-
puted to be about fifty leagues from the French
river, and which I found to be in latitude 46. 1 z. 2î.

North; and from thence croffing, from ifland to if-
land, the arm of the lake that receives the water of
Lake Superior (which continues the fame courfe),
the route changes to the South of Weft ten Xcagues
to the Detour, paffing the end ofthe ifland of St. Jo-
feph, within fix miles of the former place. On that
ifland there has been a military eftablifhment fince
the upper polis were given up to the Americans in
the year 1794; and is the Wefternmofl military
pofition which we have in this country. It is a
place of no trade, and the greater part, if not the
whole of the Indians, come here for no other pur-

H z pofe
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pofe but to receive the prefents which our govern-
ment annually allows them. They are from the
American territory (except about thirty families,
who are the inhabitants of the lake from the French
river, and of the· Algonquin nation) and trade in
their peltries, as they ufed formerly to do at Michi-
limakinac, but principally with Britifh fubjeés.
The Americans pay them very litte attention, and
tell them that they keep poffeffion of their country
by right of conqueft : that, as their brothers, they
will be friends with them while they deferve it; and
that their traders will bring them every kind of
goods they require, which they may procure by
their induiry.

Our commanders treat them in a very different
manner, and, under the charader of the reprefen-
tatives of their father; (which parental title the
natives give to his prefent Majefty, the common
father of all his people) prefent them with fuch
things as the a&ual ftate of their flores will allow.

How far this conduét, if continued, may, at a
future exigency, keep thefe people in our intereft,
if they are even worthy of it, is not an objeét of my
prefent confideration : at the fame time, I cannot
avoid expreffing my perfeé conviaion, that it
would not be of the leaft advantage to our prefent
or future commerce in that country, or to the people
themfelves; as it orily tends to keep many of them
in a ftate of idienefs about our military eflabliffi-

ments.
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ments. The ammunition which they receive is
employed to kill game, in order to procure rum in
retura, though their families may be in a ftarving
condition : hence it is, that, in confequence of
flothful and diffolute lives, their numbers are in a
very perceptible ftate of diminution.

From the Detour to ifland of Michilimakinac,
at the confluence of the Lakes Huron and Michi-
gan, in latitude 45-54. North is about forty-miles.
To keep the dired courfe to Lake Superior, the
north fhore from the river Teffalon thould be fol..
lowed; croffing to the North-Weft end of St. Jo-
feph, and paffing between it and the adjacent if-
lands, which makes a diftance of fifty miles to the
fall of St. Mary, at the foot of which, upon the
South fhorc, there is a village, formerly a place of
great refort for the inhabitants of Lake Superior,
and confequently of confiderable trade : it is now,
however, dwindled to nothing, and reduced to
about thirty families, of the Algonquin nation, who
are one halfof the year flarving, and the other half
intoxicated, and ten or twelve Canadians, who have
been in the Indian country from an early period of
life, and intermarried with the natives who have
brought them families. Their inducement to feule
there, was the great quantity of white fifh that are
to be taken in and about the falls, with very little
trouble, particularly in the autumn, when that fifh
leaves the lakes, and comes to the running and

fbailow
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fhallow waters to fpawrn. Thefe, when falt can be
procured, are pickled juif as the froft fets in, and
prove very good food with potatoes, which they
have of late cultivated with fuccefs. The natives
live chiefly on this fifh, which they hang up by the
tails, and preferve throughout the- winter, or at
leaft as long as they laif ; for whatever quantity they
may have taken, it is never known that their oco-
nomy is fuch as to make them laft through the
winter; which renders their fituation very difireffing;
for if they had adivity sufficient to purfue the la-
bours of the chafe, the woods are become fo barren
of game as to afford them no great profpeét of re-
lief. In the fpring of the year they. and the other
inhabitants, make a quantity of fugar from the
maple tree, which they exchange with the traders
for neceffary articles, or carry it to Michilimakinac,
where they expeé. a better price. One of thefe
traders was agent for the North-Weif Company,
receiving, floring and forwarding fuch articles as
come by the way of the lakes upon their veffel:
for it is to be obferved, that a quantity of their goods
are fent by that route from Montreal in boats to
Kingifon, at the entrance of Lake Ontario, and
from thence in veffels to Niagara, then over land
ten miles to a water communication, by boats, to
Lake Erie, where they are again received into vef-
fels, and carried over that lake up the river Detroit,
through the lake and river Sinclair to Lake Huron

and
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and from thence to the Falls of St. Mary's, when
they are again landed and carried for a mile above
the falls, and fhipped over Lake Superior to the
Grande Portage. This is found to be a lefs ex-
penfive method than by canoes, but attended with
more rik, and requiring more time, than one fhort
feafon of this country will admit; for the goods are
always fent from Montreal the preceding fall; and
befides, the company get their provifions from De-
troit, as flour and Indian corn; as alfo confiderable
fupplies from Michilimakinac of maple fugar, tal-
low, gum, &c. &c.

For the purpofe of conveying all thefe things,
they have two veffels upon the Lakes Erie and
Huron, and one on Lake Superior, of from fifty
to feventy tons burthen. This being, therefore,
the depot for tranfports, the Montreal canoes, on
their arrival, were forwarded over Lake Sùperior,
with only five men in each ; the others were fent
to Michilimakinac for additional canoes, which
were required to profecute the trade, and then take
a lading there, or at St. Mary's, and follow the
others. At length they all arrive at the Grande
Portage, which is one hundred and fixty leagues
from St. Mary's coaft ways, and fituated on a plea-
fant bay on the North fide of the lake, in latitude
48. North and longitude 90. Weft from Green-
wich, where the compafs has not above five degrees
Eaft variation

At
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At the entrance of the bay is an ifland which
fcreens the harbour from every wind except the
South. The fhallownefs of the water, however,
renders it neceffary for the veffel to anchor near a
mile from the fhore, where there is not more than
fourteen feet water. This lake juftifies the name
that has been given to it : the Falls of St. Mary,
which is its Northern extremity, being in latitude

46- 31. North, and in longitude 84 Weft, where
there is no variation of the compafs whatever,
while its Southern extremity, at the River St. Louis,
is in latitude 46. 45, North, and longitude 92. 1 o.
Weft : its greateft breadth is one hundred and
twenty miles, and its circumference, including its
various bays, is not lefs than one thoufand two
hundred miles. Along its North fhore is the fafeft
navigation, as it is a continued mountainous em-
bankment of rock, from three hundred to one thou-
fand five hundred feet in height. There are nu-
merous coves and fandy bays to land, which are
frequently fheltered by iflands from the fwell of
the lake. This is particularly the cafe at the dif-
tance of one hundred miles to the Eaftward
of the Grande Portage, and is called the Pays
Plat.

This feems to have been caufed by fome con-
'vulfion of nature, for many of the iflands difplay a
compofition of lava, intermixed with round faones
of the fize of a pigeon's egg. The furrounding

rock
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rock is generally hard, and of a dark blue-grey,
thougli it frequently has the appearance of iron and
copper. The South fide of the lake, from Point
Shagoimigo Eaft, is almof a contint ftraight
line of fandy beach, interfper.fed with rocky preci-
pices of lime-ifones, fometimes rifing to an hun-
dred feet in height, without a bay. The embank-
ments from that point Weftward are, in general,
of ftrong clay, mixed with fones, which renders the
navigation irkfome and dangerous. On the fame
fide, at the River Tonnagan, is found a quantity
of virgin copper. The Americans, foon after they
got poffeffion of that country, fent an engineer thi-
ther ; and I fhould not be furprifed to hear of their
employing people to work the mine. Indeed, it
might be well worthy the attention of the Britfh
fubje&s to work the mines on the North coaft,
though they are not fuppofed to be fo rich as thofe
on the South.

Lake Superior is the largefi and mofi magnifi.
cent body of frefh water in the world: it is clear
and pellucid, of great depth, and abounding in a
great variety of fifh, which are the mou excellent
of their kind. There are trouts of three kinds,
weighing from five to fifty pounds, flurgeon, pick-
erel, pike, red and white carp, black bafs, her-
rings, &c. &c. and the lafn and beif of all, the
Ticamang, or white fifh, which weighs from four

to
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to fixteen pounds, and is of a superior quality in
thefe waters.

This Lake may be denominated the grand re-
fervoir of the River St. Laurence, as no confide-
rable rivers difcharge themfelves into it. The prin-
cipal ones are, the St. Louis, the Nipigon, the Pic,
and the Michipicoten. Indeed, the extent of
country from which any of them flow, or take
their courfe, in any direélion, cannot admit of it,
in confequence of the ridge of land that feparates
them from the rivers that empty themfelves into
Hudfon's-Bay, the gulph of Mexico, and the wa-
ters that fall in Lake Michegan, which afterwards
become a part of the St. Laurence.

This vaft colledion of waters is often covered
with fog, particularly, when the wind is from the
Eaif, which, driving againa the high barren rocks
on the North and Weft fhore, diffolves in torrents
of rain. It is very generally faid, that the ftorms
on this lake are denoted by a fwell on the preceding
day; but this circumftance did not appear from
my obfervation to be a regular phenomenon, as the
fwells more frequently fubfided without any fubfe-
quent wind.

Along the furrounding rocks of this immenfe lake,
evident marks appear of the decreafe of its water,
by the lines obfervable along them. The fpace,
however, between the higheft and the loweft, is not
fo great as in the fmaller lakes, as it does not

amount
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amount to more than fix feet, the former being
very faint.

The inhabitants that are found along the coaff
of this water, are all of the Algonquin nation, the
whole of which do not exceed i 5o familes.*

Thefe people live chiefly on fifh; indeed, from
what has been faid of the country, it cannot be ex-
pedted to abound in animals, as it is totally defli-
tute of that fhelter, which is fo neceffary to them.
The rocks appear to have been over-run by fire,
and the ftinted timber, which once grew there, is
frequently feen lying along the furface of them :
but it is not eafy to be reconciled, that any thing
fhould grow where there is fo little appearance of
foil. Between the fallen trees there are briars, with
hurtleberry and goofeberry bufhes, rafpberries, &c.
which invite the bears in greater or leffer numbers,
as they are a favourite food of that animal: beyond
thefe rocky banks are found a few moofe and fal-
low deer. The waters alone are abundantly inha-
bited.

A very curious phenomenon was obferved fome

* In the year 1668, when the firft miffionaries vifited the
South of this lake, they found the country full of inhabitants.
They relate, that, about this time a band of the Nepifingues,
who were converted, emigrated to the Nipigon country, which
is to the North of Lake Superior. Few of their defcendants
are now remaining, and not a trace of the religion communi-
ated to thcm is to be difcovered.

years
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years ago at the Grand Portage, for which no ob-
vious caufe could be affigned. The water with-
drew with great precipitation, leaving the ground
dry that had never before been vifible, the fall
being equal to four perpendicular feet, and rufhing
back with great velocity above the common mark.
It continued thus falling and rifing for feveral
hours, gradually decreafing till it flopped at its
ufual height. There is frequently an irregular
influx and deflux, which does not exceed ten inches
and is attributed to the wind.

The bottom of the bay, which forms an am-
phitheatre, is cleared of wood, and inclofed; and
on the left corner of it, beneath an hill, three or
four hundred feet in height, and crowned by others
of a ftill greater altitude, is the forr, picketed in
with cedar pallifadoes, and inclofing houfes built
with wood and covered with fhingles. They are
calculated for every convenience of trade, as well
as to accommodate the proprietors and clerks du.
ring their fhort refidence there, The North men
live under tents: but .the more frugal pork-eater
lodges beneath his canoe. The foil immediately
bordering on the lake has not proved very propi-
tious, as nothing but potatoes have been found to
anfwer the trouble of cultivation. This circum-
ftance is probably owing to the cold damp fogs of
the lake, and the moiffure of the ground from the
fprings that iffue from beneath the his. There

are
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are meadows in the vicinity that yield abundance
of hay for the cattle ; but, as to agriculture, it has
not hitherto been an obje&t of ferious confide-
ration.

I fhall now leave thefe geographical notices, to
give fome further account of the people from Mon-
treal. -When they are arrived at the Grande Port-
age, which is near nine miles over, each of them
has to carry eight packages of fuch goods and pro-
vifions as are neceffary for the interior country.
This is a labour which cattle cannot conveniently
perform in fummer, as both horfes and oxen were
tried by the company without fuccefs. They are
only ufeful for light, bulky articles ; or for tranf-
porting upon fledges, during the winter, whatever
goods may remain there, efpecially provifion, 6f
which it is ufual to have a year's :Rock on hand.

Having finifhed this toilfome part of their duty,
if more goods are neceffary to be tranfported, they
are allowed a Spanifh dollar for each package : and
fo inured are they to this kind of labour, that I
have known fome of them fet off with two packa-
ges of ninety pounds each, and return with two
others of the fame weight, in the courfe of fix
hours, being a difnance of eighteen miles over hills
and mountains. This neceffary part of the bufinefs

being over, if the feafon be eafly they have fome
iefpite, but this depends upon the time the North
men begin to arrive from their winter quarters,

which
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which they commonly do early in July. At this
period, it is neceffary to feleft from the pork-eaters,
a number of men, among whom are the recruits,
or winterers, fufficient to man the North canoes
neceifary to carry to the river of the rainy lake
the goods and'provifion requifite for the Athabafca
country; as the people of that country, (owing to
the fhortnefs of the feafon and length of the road,
can come no further), are equipped there and ex-
change ladings with the people of whom we are

fpeaking, and both return from whence they came.
This voyage is performed in the courfe of a month,
and they are allowed proportionable wages for their
fervices.

The north men being arrived at the Grande Port-
age, are regaled with bread, pork, butter, liquor,
and tobacco, and fuch as have not entered into
agreements during the winter, which is cuftomary,
are contraaed with, to return and perforn the
voyage for one, two, or three years : their accounts
are alfo fettled, and fuch as choofe to fend any of
their earnings to Canada, receive drafts to tranfmit
to their relations or friends : and as foon as they can
be got ready, which requires no more than a fort-
night, they are again difpatched to their refpedive
departments. t is indeed, very creditablê to them
as fervants, that though they are fometimes affem-
bled to the number of twelve hundred men, indul-
ging themfelves in the free ufe of liquor, and quar-

relling
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relling with each other, they always fhow greateft
refped to their employers, who are comparatively
but few in number, and beyond the aid of any
legal power to enforce due obedience. In fhort, a
degree of fubordination can only be maintained by
the good opinion thefe men entertain of their em-
ployers, which has been uniformly the cafe, fince
the t:ade has been formed and conduded on a re-
gular çfyem.

The peopie being difpatched to their refpeéive
winter quarters, the agents from Montreal, affiffed
by their clerks, prepare to return there, by getting
the furs acrofs the Portage, and re-mafting them
to Montreal; where they commonly arrive in the
month of September.

The mode of living at the Grande Portage, is as
follows: the proprietors, clerks, guides, and in-
terpreters mefs together, to the nuniber of fome-
times an hundred, at feveral tables, in one large
hall, the provifion confifting of bread, falt pork,
beef, hams, fifh, and venifon, butter, peas, Indian
corn, potatoes, tea, fpirits, wine, &c. and plenty of
milk, for which purpofe feveral 'milch cows are
conftantly kept. The mechanics have rations of
fuch provifion, but the canoe-men, both from the
North and Montreal, have no other allowance here,
or on the voyage, than Indian corn and melted
fat. The corn for this purpofe is prepared be-
fore it leaves Detroit, by boiling it in a ftrong al-

kali,
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kali, which takes off the outer huk ; it is then well
wafhed, and carefully dried upon ftages, when it is
fit for ufe. One quart of this is boiled for two
hours, over a moderate fire, in a gallon of water ; to
which, when it has boiled a fmail time, are added
two ounces of melted fuet; this caufes the corn to
fplit, and in the time mentioned makes a pretty
thick pudding. If to this is added a little falt,
(but not before it is boiled, as it would interrupt
the operation), it makes an wholefome, palatable
food, and eafy of digeftion. This quantity is fully
fufficient for a man's fubfiftence during twenty-four
hours; though it is not fufficiently heartening .to
fuflain the ftrength neceffary for- a ftate of ac-
tive labour. The Americans cal] this difh Ho-
ninee *.

The trade from the Grande Portage, is, in fome
particulars, carried on in a different manner with
that from Montreal. The canoes ufed in the latter
tranfport are now too large for the former, and
fome of about half the fize are procured from the
natives, and are navigated by four, five, or fix
men, according to the diftance which they have to
go. They carry a lading of about thirty-five pack-
ages, on an average ; of thefe twenty-three are for

* Corn is the cheapeif provifion that can be procured,
though from the expence of tranfport, the bufiel con about
twenty fhillings flerling, at the Grande Portage. A man's
daily allowance does not exceed ten-pence.

the
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the purpose of trade, and the reft are employed for
provifions, flores, and baggage. In each of thefe
canoes are a foreman and fleerfman; the ofe to be
always on the look out, and dired the paffage of
the veffel, and the other to attend the helm. They
alfo carry her, whenever that office is neceffary.
The foreman has the command, and the middle-
men obey both; the latter earn only two-thirds of
the wages which are paid the two former. Inde-
pendent of thefe a condudor or pilot is appointed
to every four or fix of thefe canoes, whom they are
all obliged to obey ; and is, or at leafn is intended
to be, a perfon of fuperior experience, for which
he is proportionably paid.

In thefe canoes, thus loaded, they embark at the
North fide of the portage, on the river Au Tourt,
which is very inconfiderable ; and after about two
miles of a Wefferly courfe, is obflruded by the Par-
tridge Portage, fix hundred' paces long. In the
fpring this makes a confiderable fall, when the
water is high, cver a perpendicular rock of one
hundred and twenty feet. From thence the river
côntinues to be fhallow, and requires great care to
prevent the bottom of the canoe from being injured
by fharp rocks, for a diffance of three miles and
an half to the Prairie,, or Meadow, when half the
lading is taken out, and carried by part of the crew,
while two of them are condu&ing the canoe among
the rocks, with the remainder, to the Carreboeuf

K Portage,
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Portage, three miles and an half more, when they
unload and corne back two miles, and embark
what was left for the other hands to carry, which
they alfo land with the former; all of which is car-
ried fix hundred and eighty paces, and the canoe
led up againft the rapid. From hence the water is
better calculated to carry canoes, and leads by a
winding courfe to the North of Weft three miles
to the Outard Portage, over which the canoe, and
every thing in her, is carried for two thoufand four
hundred paces. At the further end is a very higli
hill to defcend, over which hangs a rock upwards
of feven hundred feet high. Then fucceeds the
Outard Lake, about fix miles long, lying in a
North-Weft courfe, and about two miles wide in
the broadeit part. After paffing a very fmall ri-
vulet, they corne to the Elk Portage, over which
the canoe and lading are again carried one thou-
fand one hundred and twenty paces ; when they
enter the lake of the fame name, which is an hand-
-fome piece of water, running North-Weff about
four miles, and not more than one mile ançl an half
wide *. They then land at the Portage de Cerife,
over which, and in the face of a confiderable hill, the
canoe and cargo are again tranfported for one thou-
fand and fifty paces. This is only feparated from
the fecond Portage de Cerife, by a mud-pond

* Here is a moft excellent fifhery for white fifh, which are
exquifite.

(where
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(where there is plenty of water liies), of a quarter
of a mile in length; and this is again feparated by
a firilar pond, from the lait Portage de Cerife,
which is four hundred and ten paces. Here the
fame operation is to be performed for three hun-
dred and eighty paces. They next enter on the
Mountain Lake, running North-Weff by Weft fix
miles long, and about two miles in -its greateft
breadth. In the centre of this lake, and to the
right is the Old Road, by which I never paffed;
but an adequate notion may be formed of it from
the road I am going to describe, and which is uni-
verfally preferred. This is firif, the fmall new
portage over which every thing is carried for
fix hundred and twenty fix paces, over hills and
gullies ; the whole is then embarked on a narrow
line of water, that meanders South-Weft about two
miles and an hailf. It is neceffary to unload here,
for the length of the canoe, and then proceed Weft
half a mile, to the new Grande Portage, which is
three thoufand one hundred paces in length, and
over very rough ground, which requires the utmoft
exertions of the men, and frequently lames them :
fron hence they approach the Rofe Lake, the port-
age of that name being oppofite to the junEtion of
the road from the Mountain Lake. They then
embark on the Rofe Lake, about one mile fron
the Eaif end of it, and fReer Weft by South, in an

oblique courfe, acrofs it two miles ; then Weft-
North- Weft
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North-Weft paffing the Petite Pêche to the Mar-
ten Portage three miles. In this part of the lake
the bottom is mud and flime, with about three or
four feet of water over it ; and here I frequently
ftruck a canoe pole of twelve feet long, withour
meeting any other obftruéion than if the whole
were water : it has, however, a peculiar fu&ion or
attra&ive power, fo that it is difficult to päddle a
canoe over it. There is a fmall fpace along the
South fhore, where the water is deep, and this
effedé is not felt. In proportion to the diflance
from this part, the fuéion becomes more powerful:
I have, indeed been told that loaded canoes have
been in danger of being fwallowed up , and have
only owed their prefervation to other canoes,
which were lighter. I have, myfelf, found it very
difficult to get away from this attradive power,
with fix men, and great exertion, though we did
not appear to be in any danger of finking.

Over againft this is a very high, rocky ridge, on
the South fide, called Marten Portage, which is
but twenty paces long, and feparated from the
Pêche Portage, which is four hundred and eighty
paces, by a mud-pond, covered with wbite lilies.
From hence the courfe is on the lake of the fame
name, Weff-South-Wefl three miles to the height
of land, where the waters of the Dove or Pigeon
River terminate, and which is one of the fources
of the great St. Laurence in this direftion. Having

carried
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carried the canoe and lading over it, fix hundred
and feventy-nine paces, they embark on the lake
of Hauteur de Terre *, which is in the fhape of an
horfe-fhoe. It is entered near the curve, and left
at the extremity of the Weftern limb, through a
very fhallow channel, where the canoe paffes half
loaded for thirty paces with the current, which con-
duas thefe waters trough the fucceeding lakes and
rivers, till they difcharge themfelves, by the river
Nelfon, into Hudfon's -Bay. The firif of thefe is
Lac de pierres à fufil, running Weft-South-Weft
feven miles long, and two wide, and, making an
angle at North-Weft one mile more, becomes a
river for half a mile, tumbling over a rock, and
forming a fall and portage, called the Efcalier, of
fifty-five paces; but from hence it is neither lake
or river, but poffeffes the chara&er of both, and
runs between large rocks, which caufe a current
or rapid, for about two miles and an half, Weft-
North-Weft, to the portage of the Cheval du Bois.
Here the canoe and contents are carried three hun-
dred and eighty paces, between rocks ; and within
a quarter of a mile is the Portage des Gros Pins,
which is fix hundred and forty paces over an high

* The route which we have been travelling hitherto, leads
along the high rocky land or bank of Lake Superior on the
left. The face of the country offers a wild fcene of huge hills
and rocks, feparated by ftony vallies, lakes, and ponds. Wher-
ever the-re is the leaft foil, it is well covered with trees.

ridge.
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ridge. The oppofite fide of it is wafhed by a fmall
lake three miles round ; and the courfe is through
the Eaft end or fide of it, three quarters of a mile
North-Eaft, where there is a rapid. An irregular,
meandering channel, between rocky banks, then
fucceeds, for feven miles and an half, to the Mara-
boeuf Lake, which extends North four miles, and
is three quarters of a mile wide, terminating by a
rapid and décharge, of one hundred and eighty
paces, the rock of Saginaga being in fight, which
caufes a fall of about feven feet, and a portage of
fifty-five paces.

Lake Saginaga takes its names from its nume-
rous lIflands. Its greateif length from Eaf to Weft
is about fourteen miles, with very irregular inlets,
is no where more than three miles wide, and termi-
nates at the fmall portage of Le Rocher, of forty-
three paces. From thence is a rocky, fRony paf.
fage of one mile, to Prairie Portage, which is very
improperly named, as there is no ground about it
that anfwers to that defcription, except a fmall
fpot at the embarking place at the Weil end:
to the Eaff is an entire bog ; and i is with great
difficulty that the lading can be landed upon
fRages, formed by driving piles into the mud, and

fpreading branches of trees over them. The port..
age rifes on a flony ridge, over which the canoe
and cargo muft be carried for fix hundred and
eleven paces. This is fucceeded by an embarka-

tion
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tion on a fmall bay, where the bottom is the fame
as has been defcribed in the Weft end of Rofe
Lake, and it is with great difficulty that a laden
canoe is worked over it, but it does not compre-
hend more than a difnance of two hundred yards.
From hence the progrefs continues through irre-
gular channels, bounded by rocks, in a Wefterly
courfe for about five miles, to the little Port-
age des Couteaux, of one hundred and fixty-
five paces, and the Lac des Couteaux, .running
about South-Weft by Weft twelve miles, and
from a quarter to two miles wide. A deep bay
runs Eaft three miles from the Weft end, where it
is difcharged by a rapid river, and after running
two miles Weft, it again becomes fill water. la
this river are two carrying-places, the one fifteen,
and the other one hundred and ninety paces. From
this to the Portage des Carpes is one mile North-
Weft, leaving a narrow lake on the Eaft that runs
parallel with the Lake des Couteaux, half its length,
where there is a carrying-place, which is ufed when
the water in the river laf mentioned is too low.
The Portage des Carpes is three hundred and nine-
ty paces, from whence the water fpreads irregu-
larly between rocks, five miles North-Weft and
South-Eaft to the portage of Lac Bois Blanc, which
is one hundred and eighty paces. Then follows the
lake of that name, but I think improperly fo called,

as
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as the natives name it the Lake Pafifau Minac
Sagaigan, or lake of Dry Berries.

Before the fmuall pox ravaged this country, and
completed, what the Nodowafis, in their warfare,
had gone far to accomplifh, the deftruaion of its
inhabitants, the population was very numerous
this was alfo a favourite part, where they made
their canoes, &c. the lake abounding in fifh, the
country round it being plentifully fupplied with
various -kinds of game, and the rocky ridges, that
form the boundaries of the water, covered with a
variety of berries.

When the French were in poffeffion of this
country, they had feveral trading eftablifhments on
the iflands and banks of this lake. Since that pe-
riod, the few penple remaining, who were of the
Algonquin nation, could hardly find fubfiffence;

game having become fo fcarce, that they depended
principally for food upon fifh, and wild rice which
grows fpontaneoufly in thefe parts.

This lake is irregular in its form, and its utmoft
extent from Eaft to Weft is fifteen miles ; a point
of land, called Point au Pinjutting into it, divides
it in two parts : it then makes a fecond angle at
the Weft end, to the leffer Portage de Bois Blanc,
two hundred paces in length. This channel is
not wide, and is intercepted by feveral rapids in
the courfe of a mile : it runs Weft-North-Weft to
the Portage des Pins, over which the canoe and

ladinig
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lading is again carried four hundred paces. From
hence the channel is alfo intercepted by very dan-
gerous rapids for two miles Wefterly, to the point
of Pointe du Bois, which is two huhdred and eighty
paces. Then fucceeds the Portage of Lake
Croche one mile more, where the carrying-place is
eighty paces, and is followed by an embarkation
on that lake, which takes its name from its figure.
It extends eighteen miles, in a meandering form,
and in a wefterly direéion; it is in general very
narrow, and at about two-thirds of its length be-
comes very contraded, with a ftrong current.

Within three miles of the laif Portage is a re-
markable rock, with a finooth face, but fplit and
cracked in different parts; which hang over- the
water. Into one of its horizontal chafms a great
number of arrows have been fhot, which is faid to
have been done by a war party of the Nadowafis
or Sieux, who had done much mifchief in this
country, and left thefe weapons as a warning to the
Chebois or natives, that, notwi-thfanding its lakes,
rivers, and 'rocks, it was not inacceffible to their
enemies.

Lake Croche is terininated by the Portage de
Rideau, four hundred paces long, and derives its
name from the appearance of the water, falling
over a rock of upwards of thirty feet, Several ra-
pids fucceed, with intervals of ifill water, for about
three. miles to the Flacon portage, which is very

L difficult,
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difficult, is four hundred paces long, and leads to
the Lake of La Croix, fo named from its fhape.
It runs about North-Weft eighteen miles to the
Beaver Dam, and then finks into a deep bay nearly
Eafn. The courfe to the Portage is Weft by North
for fixteen miles more from the Beaver Dam, and
into the Eafi bay is a road which was frequented
by the French, and followed through lakes and
rivers until they came to Lake Superior by the
river Caminiffiquia, thirty miles Eaft of the grand
Portage.

Portage la Croix is fix hundred paces long: to
the next portage is a quarter of a mile, and its
length is forty paces; the river winding four miles
to Vermillion Lake, which runs fix or feven miles
North-North-Weft, and by a narrow lirait com-
municates with Lake Namaycan, which takes its
name from a particular place at the foot of a fall,
where the natives fpear Rfurgeon : Its courfe is
about North-No-rth-Weft and South-South-Eaff,
with a bay running Eaft, that gives it the form of
a triangle : its length is about fixteen miles to the
Nouvelle Portage. The difcharge of the lake is
from a bay on the left, and the portage one hun-
dred and eighty paces, to which fucceeds a very
fmall river, from whence there is but a lhort dif-
tance to the next Nouvelle Portage, three hun-
dred and twenty paces long. It is then neceffary
to embark on a fwamp, or overflowed country,

where



OF THE FUR TRADE, &c. 69
where wild rice grows in great abundance. There
is a channel or fmall river in the centre of this
fwamp, which is kept with difficulty, and runs
South and North one mile and a half. With deep-
ening water, the courfe continues North-North-
Weft one mile to the Chaudiere Portage, which is
caufed by the difcharge of the waters running on
the left of the road from Lake Namaycan, which
ufed to be the common route, but that which I
have defcribed is the fafef as well as Ihortefi.
From hence there is fome current though the wa-
ter is wide fpread, and its courfe about North by
Wefi three miles and an half to the Lac de la
Pluie, which lies nearly Eaft and Weft; from
thence about fifteen miles is a narrow lirait that
divides the lake into two unequal parts, froin
whence to its difcharge is a diflance of twenty-four
miles. There is a deep bay running North-Weft
on the right, that is not included, and is remark-
able for furnifhing the natives with a kind of
foft, red fnone, of which they make their pipes; it
alfo affords an excellent fifhery both in the fummer
and winter; and from it is an eafy, fafe, and fhort
road to the Lake du Bois, (which I fball mention
prefently) for the Indians to pafs in their fmall
canoes, through a fmall lake and on a fmall river
whofe banks furnifh abundance of wild rice. The
difcharge of this lake is called Lake de la Pluie
River, at whofe entrance there is a rapid, below

which
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which is a fine bay, where there had been an ex.,
tenfive picketted fort and building when poffeffed
by the French: the fite of it is at prefent a beautiful
meadow, furrounded with groves of oaks. From
hence there is a ftrong current for two miles, where
the water falls over a rock twenty feet, and, from
the confequent turbulence of thewater, the carrying-
place, which is three hundred and twenty paces
long, derives the narme of Chaudiere. Two miles
onward is the prefent trading efnabltihment, fituated
on an high bank on the North fide of the river,

in 48. 37. North latitude.
Here the people from Montreal come to me-et

thofe who arrive from the Athabafca country, as
has been already defcribed, and exchange lading
with them. This is alfo the refidence of the firfE,
chief, or Sachem, of all the Algonquin tribes, inha-
biting the different parts of this country. He is by
diffinaion called Neéam, which implies perfonal
pre-eminence. Here alfo the elders meet in coun -
cil to treat of peace or war.

This is one of the fineft rivers in the North-
Weft, and runs a courfe Weft and Eaft one hun-
dred and twenty computed miles ; but in taking its
courfe and diftance minutely I make it only eighty.
Its banks are covered with a rich foil, particularly to
the North, which in many parts, are clothed with fine
open groves of oak, with the maple, the pine, and
the cedar. The Southern bank, is not fo eleva-

ted,
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ted, and difplays the maple, the white birch, and
the cedar, with the fpruce, the alder and various
underwood. Its waters abound in fiih, particularly
the flurgeon, which the natives both fpear and take
with drag-nets. But notwithftanding the promife
of this foil, the Indians do not attend to its culti-
vation, thougli they are not ignorant of the com-
mon procefs, and are fond of the Indian corn, when
they can get it from us.

Though the foil at the fort is a fRiff clay, there is
a garden, which, unaffifted as it is by manure, or
any particular attention, is tolerably produéLive.

We now proceed to mention the Lake du Bois,
into which this river difcharges itfelf in latitude 49.
North, and was formerly famous for the richnefs of
its banks and waters, which abounded with whatever
was neceffary to a favage life. The French had
feveral fettlements in and about it ; but it might be
almoif concluded, that fome fatal circumflance had
deftroyed the game, as war and the fmall pox had di-
minifhed the inhabitants, it having been very un-
produ&ive in animals fince the Britifh fubjeas have
been engaged in travelling through it ; though it
now appears to be recovering its prifline flate. The
few Indians who inhabit it might live very comfort-
ably, -if they were not fo irmmoderately fond of
fpirituous liquors.

This lake is alfo rendered remarkable, in confe-
quence of the Americans having named it as the

fp)ot,
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fpot, from which a line of boundary, between them
and Britiíh America, was to run Wefl, until it
ftruck the Midiffippi; which, however, can never
happen, as the North-Weft part of the Lake du Bois
is in latitude 49. 37. North, and longitude 94. 31.
Weil, and the Northernmof branch of the fource
of the Miffiffippi is in latitude 47. -8, North, and
longitude 95. 6. Weft, afcertained by Mr. Thom.
fon, aftronomer to the N orth-Weft Company, who
was fent exprefsly for that purpofe in the fpring

of 1798. He, in the fame year, determined the
Northern bend of the. Miffifoury to be in lati-
tude 47. 32. North, and longitude 1o 1. 25. Weft;
and, according to the Indian accounts, it runs to
the fouth of Weft, fo that if the Miflifoury were
even to be confidered as the Mifliffippi, no Weftern
line could firike it.

It does not appear to me to be clearly determi-
ned what courfe the Line is to take, or froni what
part of Lake Superior it ifrikes through tne coun-
try to the Lake du Bois : were it to follor the prin-

cipal waters to their fource, it ought tokeep through
Lake Superior to the River St. Louis, and follow
that river to its fource ; clofe to which is the fource
of the waters falling into the river of Lake la Pluie,
which is a common route of the Indiais to the
Lake du Bois: the St. Louis pailes witin h
14 fhof a bn of th M4idiippi, where it
become navigable for canoes. Tis Hi

more
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more evident from confulting the map; and if the
navigation of the Miffiffippi is confidered as of any
confequence, by this country, from that part of the
globe, fuch is the neareft way to get at it.

But to return to our narrative. The Lake du
Bois is, as far as I could learn, nearly round, and
the canoe courfe through the centre of it among a
clufter of iflands, fome of which are fo extenfive
that they may be taken for the main land. The
reduced courfe would be nearly South and North.
But following the navigating courfe, I make the
diffance feventy-five miles, though in a diret line
it would fall very fhort of that length. At about
two-thirds of it there is a fmall carrying-place,
when the water is low. The carrying-place out of
the lake is on an ifland, and named Portage du
Rat, in latitude 49. 37. North, and longitude 94k.
Weft, it is about fifty paces long. The lake dif-
charges itfelf at both ends of this ifland, and forms,
the River Winipic, which is a large body of water,
interfperfed with numerous iflands, caufing various
channels and interruptions of portages and rapids.
In fome parts it has the appearance of lakes, with
f{eady currents ; I efrimate its winding courfe to the
Dalles eight miles ; to the Grand Décharge twenty-
fi-e m d an half, which is a long carrying-

plae or e g s fro tïnce to the little Dé-
charge one mile and an half; to the Terre Jaûne
?ortage two miles and an half ; then to its galet fe-

venty
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venty yards ; two miles and three quarters to the
Terre Blanche, near which is a fall of from four to
five feet ; three miles and an half to Portage de
L'Ifle, where there is a trading-poft, and, about
eleven miles, on the North fhore, a trading efta.
blifhment, which is the road, in boats, to Albany
River, and from thence to Hudfon's Bay. There
is alfo a communication with Lake Superior,
through what is called the Nipigan country, which
enters that Lake about thirty-five leagues Eaft of
the Grande Portage. In fhort, the country is fo
broken bylakes and rivers, that people may find their
way in canoes in any direâion they pleafe. It is
now four miles to Portage de L'Ifle, which is but
fhort, though feveral canoes have been loni in at-
tempting to run the rapid. From thence it is
twenty-fix miles to Jacob's Falls, which are about
fifteen feet high ; and fix miles and an half to the
woody point ; forty yards from which is another
Portage. They both form an high fall, but not
perpendicular. From thence to another galet, or
rocky Portage, is about two miles; which is one
continual rapid and cafcade; and about two miles
further is the Chpte à l'Efclave, which is upwards
of thirty feet. The Portage is long, through a
point covered with w iod : it is fix miles and an
halimore to the barrior, and ten miles to the Grand
Rapid. Frorn thence, on the North fide, is a fafe
road, when the waters are high, through fmall

rivers
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rivers and lakes, to the Lake du Bonnet, called the
Pinnawas, from the man who discovered it : to the
White River, fo called from its being, for a confi
derable length, a fucceffion of falls and catarats,
is twelve miles. Here are feven portages, in fo
íbort a fpace, that the whole of them are difcerni-
ble at the fame moment. From this to Lake du
Bonnet is fifteen miles more, and four miles acrofs
it to the rapid. Here the Pinnawas road joins, and
from thence it is two miles to the Galet du Lac du
Bonnet; from this to the Galet du Bonnet one mile
and an half; thence to the Portage of the fame
name is three miles. This Portage is near half a
league in length, and derives its name from a cuf-
tom the Indians have of crowning ftones, laid in a
circle, on the highe± rock in the portage, with
wreaths of herbage and branches. There have
been examples of men taking feven packages of
ninety pounds each, at one end of the portage, and
putting them down at the other without flopping.

To this, another fmall portage immediately fuc-
ceeds, over a rock producing a fall. From thence
to the fall of Terre Blanche is two miles and an half;
to the firft portage Des Eaux qui remuent is three
miles ; to the next, of the fame name, is but a few
yards difrant; to the third and laft, which is a Dé-
charge, is three miles and an half ; and from this
to the lait Portage of the river one mile and an
half; and to the eftablifhment, or provifion houfe,

M is



76 A GENERAL HISTORY
is two miles and an half. Here alfo the French
had their principal inland depôt, and got their ca-
noes made.

It is here, that the prefent traders, going to great
diflances, and where provifion is difficult to procure,
receive a fupply to carry them to the Rainy Lake,
or Lake Superior. From the efnablilhment to the
entrance of Lake Winipic is four miles and an half,
latitude 5o. 37. North.

The country, foil, produce, and climate, from
Lake Superior to this place bear a general refem-
blance, with a predominance of rock and water :
the former is of the granite kind. Where there is
any foil it is well covered with wood, fuch as oak,
elm, afh of different kinds, maple of two kinds,
pines of various defcriptions , among which are
what I call the cyprefs, with the hickory, iron-
wood, liard, poplar, cedar, black and white birch,
&c. &c. Vaft quantities of wild rice are feen
throughout the country, which the natives colled
in the month of Augufi for their winter ftores. *
To the North of fifty degrees, it is hardly known,
or at leaft does not come to maturity.

Lake Winipic is the great refervoir of feveral
large rivers, and difcharges itfelf by the River
Nelfon into Hudfon's Bay. The firft in rotation,

* The fruits are, firawberries, hurtleberries, plumbs, and
cherries, hazlenuts, goofeberries, currants, rafpberries, poi-
res, &c.

next
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next to that I have juft defcribed, is the Affiniboin,
or Red River, which, at the diftance of forty miles
coaftwife, difembogues on the South-Weft fide of
the lake Winipic. It alternately receives thofe
two denominations from its dividing, at the dif-
tance of about thirty miles from the lake, into two
large branches. The Eaftern branch, called the
Red River, runs in a Southern direéion to near
the head waters of the Miffiffippi. On this are
two trading eftablifhments. The country on. ei-
ther fide is but partially fupplied with wood, and
confiíts of plains covered with herds of the b.ufflLlo
and the elk, efpecially on the Weftern fide. On
the Eaftern fide are lakes and rivers, and the whole
country is well wooded, level, abounding in beaver,
bears, moofe-deer, fallow-deer, &c. &c. The na-
tives, who are of the Algonquin tribe, are not very
numerous, and are confidered as the natives of Lake
Superior. This country being near the Miffiflippi,
is alfo inhabited by the Nadowafis, who are the na-
tural enemies of the former; the head of the water
being the war-line, they are in a continual flate of
hoftility ; and though the Algonquins are equally
brave , the others generally out-number them; it
is very probable, therefore, that if the latter continue

to venture out ofthe woods, which form their only
proteétion, they will foon be extirpated. There is

not, perhaps, a finer country in the world for the

refidence of uncivilifed man, than that which occu-
M 2 ples
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pies the fpace between this river and Lake Superior.
It abounds in every thing neceffary to the wants

and comforts of fuch a people. Fifi, venifon, and
fowl, with wild rice, are in great plenty ; while, at
the fame time, their fubfiflence requires that bodily
exercife fo neceffary to health and vigour.
. This great extent of country was formerly very

populous, but from the information I received, the
aggregate of its inhabitants does not exceed three

hundred warriors; and, among the few whom I
faw, it appeared to- me that the widows were more
numerous than the men. The rackoon is a native
of this country, but is feldom found to the North-
ward of it.

The other branch is called after the tribe of the
Nadawafis, who here go by the name of Affini-
boins, and are the principal inhabitants of it. It
runs from the North-North-Weft, and, in the la-
titude of 5 i. Wef, and longitude io3-. rifing in
the fame mountains as the river Dauphin, of which
I fhall fpeak in due order. They muf have fepa-
rated from their nation at a time beyond our know-
ledge, and live in peace with the Algonquins and
Knifneneaux.

The country between this and the Red River,
is almof a continual plain to the Miffifoury. The
foil is fand and gravel, with a flight intermixture
of earth, and produces a fmort grafs. Trees. are
very rare; nor are there on the banks of the river

fufficient,
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fufficient, except in particular fpots, to build houfes
and fupply fire-wood for the trading eifablifhments,
of which there are four principal ones. Both thefe
rivers are navigable for canoes to their fource, with-
out a fall; though in fome parts there are rapids,
caufed by occafional beds'oflime-ftone, and gravel;
but in general they have a fandy bottom.

The Affiniboins, and fome of the Fall, or Big-
bellied Indians, are the principal inhabitants of this
country, and border on the river, occupying the
centre part of it; that next Lake Winipic, and
about its fource, being the nfation of the Algon-
quins and Knifteneaux, who have chofen it in pre-
ference to their own country. They do not exceed
five hundred families. They are not beaver hun-
ters, which accounts for their allowing the divifion
juif mentioned, as the lower and upper parts of
this river have thofe animals, which are not found
in the intermediate difiria. They confine them-
felves to hunting the buffalo, and trapping wolves,
which cover the country. What they do not want
of the former for raiment and food, they fometimes
hiake into pemmican, or pounded meat, while they
melt the fat, and prepare the fkins in their hair, for
winter. The wolves they never eat, but produce
a tallow from their fat, and prepare their lkins; ail
which they bring to exchange for arms and ammu-

nition, rum, tobacco, knives, and various baubles,
with thofe who go to traffic in their country.

The
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The Algonquins, and the Knifteneaux, on the
contrary, attend to' the fur-hunting, fo that they
acquire the additional articles of cloth, blankets,
&c. but their paffion for rum often puts it out of
their power to fipply themfelves with real necef-
faries.

The next river of magnitude is the river Dau-
phin, which empties itfelf at the head of St. Mar-
tin's Bay, on the Weft fide of the Lake Winipic,
latitude nearly 52. i5. North, taking its fource in

the fame mountains as the laft-mentioned river, as
well as the Swan and Red-Deer River, the latter
paffing through the lake of the fame name, as well
as the former, -and both continuing their courfe
through the Manitoba Lake, which, from thence,
runs parallel with Lake Winipic, to within nine
miles of the Red River, and by what is called the
river Dauphin, difembogues its waters, as already
defcribed, into that Lake. Thefe rivers are very
rapid, and interrupted by falls, &c. the bed being
generaliy rocky. All this country, to the South
branch of the Salkatchiwine, abounds in beaver,
moofe-deer, fallow-deer, elks, bears, buffalos, &c.
The foil is good, and wherever any attempts have
been made to raife the efculent plants, &c.. it has
been found produ&ive.

On thefe waters are three principal forts for trade.
Fort Dauphin, which was eftablifhed by the French
before the conqueft. Red-Deer River, and Svvan-
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River Forts, with occafional detached polis from
thefe. The inhabitants are the Kniffeneaux, from
the North of Lake Winipic; and Algonquins from
the country between the Red River and Lake Su-
perior; and fome from the Rainy Lake : but as
they are not fixed inhabitants, their number cannot
be determined : they do not, however, at any time
exceed two hundred warriors. In general they are
good hunters. There is no other confiderable
river except the Salkatchiwine, which I fhall men-
tion prefently, that empties itfelf into the Lake
Winipic.

Thofe on the North fide are inconfiderable,
owing to the comparative vicinity of the high land
that feparates the waters coming this way, from
thofe difcharging into Hudfon's bay. The courfe
of the lake is about Wef-North-Weff, and
South-South-Eaft, and the Eafl end of it is in go.

37. North. It contraas at about a quarter of its
ength to a fîrait, in latitude 31, 43. and is no more

than two miles broad, where the South fiore is
gained through iflands, and croffing various bays to
the difcharge of the Safkatchiwine, in latitude 53.
13. This lake, in common with thofe of this
country, is bounded on the North 'with banks
of black and grey rock, and on the South by a low,
level country, occafionally interrupted with a ridge
or bank of lime-ftones, lying in firatas, and rifing
to the perpendicular height of from twenty to forty

feet ;
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feet; thefe are covered with a fmall quantity of
earth, forming a level furface, which bears timber,
but of a moderate growth, and declines to a fwamp.
Where the banks are low, it is evident in many
places that the waters are withdrawn, and never rife to
thofe heights which were formerly wafhed by them.

The inhabitants who are found along this lake,
are of the Knifteneaux and Algonquin tribes, and
but few in number, though game is not fcarce, and
there is fiflh in great abundance. The black bafs
is found there, and no further Weft ; and beyond
it no maple trees are feen, either hard or foft.

On entering the Salkatchiwine, in the courfe of
a few 'Miles, the great rapid interrupts the paffage.
It is about three miles long. Through the great-
ef part of it the canoe is towed, half or full laden,
according to the Rate of the waters : the canoe and
its contents are then carried one thoufand one hun-
dred paces. The channel here is near a mile
wide, the waters tumbling over ridges of roks
that traverfe the river. The fouth bank is very
high, rifing upwards of fifty feet, of the fame rock
as feen on the South fide of the Lake Winipic,
and the North is not more than a third of that
height. There is an excellent fturgeon-fifhery
at the foot of this cafcade, and vaft numbers
of pelicans, cormorants, &c. frequent it, where
they watch to feize the fifh that may be killed
or difabled by the force of the waters.

About
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About two miles frorm this Portage the na-

vigation is again interrupted by the Portage of
the Rocher Rouge, which is an hundred yards
long; and a mile and half from thence the river
is barred by a range of iflands, forming rapids be-
tween them; and through thefe it is the fame dif-
tance to the rapid of Lake Travers, which is four
miles right acrofs, and eight miles in length.
Then fucceeds the Grande Décharge, and feveral
rapids, for four miles to the Cedar Lake, which
is entered through a fmall channel on the left, for-
med by an ifland, as going round it would occafion
lofs.of time. In this difnance banks of rocks
( fuch as have already been defcribed ), appear at
intervals on either fide ; the reft of the country is
low. This is the cafe along the South bank of the
lake and the iflands, while the North fide, which is
very uncommon, is level throughout. This lake
runs firif Weft four miles, then as much more
Weft.South-Wefc, acrofs a deep bay on the right,
then fix miles to the Point de Lievre, and acrofs
another bay again on the right; then North-Weft
eight miles, acrofs a fill deeper bay on the right;
and feven miles -parallel with the North coaff,
North-North-Weft through iflands, five miles more
to Fort Bourbon *, fituated on a fmall ifland, di-
viding this from Mud-Lake.

* This was alfo a principal poft of the French, who gave it
its name.

N The
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The Cedar Lake is from four to twelve miles

wide, exclufive of the bays. Its banks are co-
vered with wood, and abound in game, and its
waters produce plenty of fith, particularly the ftur.-
geon. The Mud-Lake, and the neighbourhood
of the Fort Bourbon, abound with geefe, ducks,
fwans, &c. and was formerly remarkable for a-
vaif number of martens, of which it cannot how
boaff but a very fmall proportion.

The Mud-Lake muif have formerly been a
part of the- Cedar Lake, but the immenfe quan-
tity of earth and fand, brought down by the Salkat-
chiwine, has filled up this part of it for a circum-
ference whofe diameter is at leaft fifteen or twenty
miles : part of which fpace is ftill covered with a
few feet of water, but the greatei proportion is
fhaded with large trees, fuch as the liard, the
fwamp-afh, and the willow. This land confifts
of many iflands, which confequently form various
channels, feveral of which are occafionally dry, and
bearing young wood. It i, indeed, more thari
probable that this river will, in the courfe of time,
convert the whole of the Cedar Lake into a foreif.
To the North-Weff the cedar is not to be found.

From this lake the Salkatchiwine may be con-
fidered as navigable to near its fources in the rocky
mountains, for canoes, and without a carrying-
place, making a great bend to Cumberland Houfe,
on Sturgeon Lake. From the confluence of its

North
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North and South branches its courfe is Wefferly;

fpreading itfelf, it receives feveral tributary ftreams,
and encompaffes a large track of ,country, which
is level, particularly along the South branch, but
is little known. .Béaver, and other animals, whofe
furs are valuable, are ariongil the inhabitants of
the North-Weft branch, and the plains are covered
with buffalos, wolves, and fmall foxes; particularly
about the South branch, .which, however, has of
late·claimed fome attention, as it is now undertlood,
that where the plains terminate towards the rocky

.rnountain, there is a fpace of hilly country clothed
with wood, and inhabited alfo by animals of the
fur kind. This has een a&ually determined to
be the cafe towards the head of the North branch,
where the trade has been carried to about the la-
titude 54. North, and longitude i 4. Weft. The
bed and banks of the latter, in fome few places,
difcover a ftratum of free-ftone; but, in general,
they are compofed of earth and fand. The plains
are fand and grave], covered with fine grafs, and
mixed with a fmall quantity of vegetable earth.
This is particularly observable along the North
branch, the Weft fi de of which is covered with
wood.

There are on this river five principal fa&ories
for the convenience of trade with the natives. Ne-
pawi Houfe, South-branch Houfe, Fort-George
Houfe, Fort-Auguftxs Houfe, and Upper Effa-

N 2 blifhment.
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blifhment. There have been many others, which,
from various caufes, have been changed for thefe,
while there are occafionally others depending on
each of them.

The inhabitants, from the information I could
obtain, are as follow

At Nepawi, and South-Branch Houfe, about
thirty tents of KniiLeneaux, or ninety warriors ; and
fixty tents of Stone-Indians, or Affiniboins, who
are their neighbours, and are equal to two hundred
men : their hunting ground extends upwards to
about the Eagle Hills. Next to them are thofe
who trade at Forts George and Auguffus, and are
about eighty tents or upwards of Knifteneaux : on
either fide of the river, their. number may be two
hundred. In the fame country are one hundred
and forty tents of Stone-Indians ; not quite half of
them inhabit the Weft woody country; the others
never leave the plains, and their numbers cannot be
lefs than four hundred and -fifty men. At the
Southern Head-waters of the North branch dwells
a tribe called Sarfe.es, confifning of about thirty-five
tents, or one hundred and twenty men. Oppofite
to thofe Eaftward, on the head-waters of the South
Branch, are the Picaneaux, to the number of from
twelve to fifteen hundred men. Next to them, on
the fame water, are the Blood-Indians, of the faine
nation as the laif, to the number of about fifty
tents, or two hundred and fifty men. From them

downwaids



OF THE FUR T'RADE, &c. 87

downwards extend the Black-Feet Indians, of the
fane nation as the two laft tribes : their number
may be eight hundred men. Next to them, and
who extend to the confluence of the South and
North branch, are the Fall, or Big-bellied Indians,
who may anount to about fix hundred war-
riors.

Of all thefe different tribes, thofe who inhabit
the broken country on the North-Weft fide, and
the fource of the North branch, are beaver hunters;
the others deal in provifions, wolf, buffalo, and fox
lkins ; and many people on the South branch
do not trouble themfelves to come near the trading
eftablifhrments. Thofe who do, choofe fuch effa-
blithments as are next to their country. The
Stone-Indians here, are the farne people as the
Stone-Indians, or Affiniboins, who inhabit the river
of that name already defcribed, and both are de-
tached tribes from the Nadawafis, who inhabit the
Weftern fide of the Miffiffippi, and lower part of
the Miffifoury. The Fall, or Big-bellied Indians,
are from the South-Eaff ward alfo, and of a people
who inhabit the plains from the North bend of the
laif mentioned river, latitude 47. 32. North, lon-

gitude o1. 25 Weft, to the South bend of the

Affiniboin River, tothe number of feven hundred
men. Some of them occafionally come to the latter
river to exchange dreffed buffalo robes, and bad
wolf-lkins for articles of no great value.

The
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The Picaneaux, Black-Feet, and Blood-Idians,
are a diftinâ people, fpeak a language of iheir own,
and, I have reafon to think, are travelling North.
Weftward, as well as the others junl mentioned :
nor have I heard of any Indians with whofe lan-
guage, that which they fpeak has any aflinity.
They are the people who deal in horfes and take
therni upon the war-parties towards Mexico; from
which, it is evident, that the country to the South-
Eaft of them, confifts of plains, as thofe animals
could not well be condu&ed through an hilly and
woody country, interfeéed by waters.

The Sarfees, who are but few in number, ap-
pear from their language, to come on the contrary
from the North-Weftward, and are of the fame
people as the Rocky-Mountain Indians defcribed in
my fecond journal, who are a tribe of the Chepe-.
wyans ; and, as for the Knifteneaux; there is no
quention of their having been, and continuing to
be, invaders of this country, from the Eaftward.
Formerly, they -fruck terror into all the other tribes
whom they met ; but now they have loft the refpe&t
that was paid them -; as thofe whom they formerly
confidered as barbarians, are now their allies, and
confequently become better acquainted with them,
and have acquired the ufe of fire-arns. The
former are 1ill proud without power, and affeét to
confider the others as their inferiors : thofe confe-
quently are extremely jealous of them, and, de-

pending
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pending upon their own fuperiority in numbers,
will not fubmit tamely to their infults ; fo that the
confequences often prove fatal, and the Kniffeneaux
are thereby decreafing both in power and number:
fpirituous liquors alfo tend to their diminution, as
they are inffigated thereby to engage in quarrels
which frequently have the moif difaffrous termi-
nation among themfelves.

The Stone-Indians muif not be confidered in
the fame point of view refpeding the Knifteneaux,
for they have been generally obliged, from various
caufes, to court their alliance. They, however,
are not without their difagreements, and it is fome-
times very difficult to compofe their differences.
Thefe quarrels occafionally take place with the
traders, and fometimes have a tragical conclufion.
They generally originate in confequence of ftealing
women and horfes : they have great numbers of the
latter throughout their plains, which are brought,
as has been obferved, from the Spanifh fettlements
in Mexico; and many of them have been feen
even in the back parts of this country, branded with.
the initials of their original owners names. Thofe
horfes are diftinaly employed as beaifs of burden,
and to chafe the buffalo. The former are not con-
fidered as being of much value, as they may be pur-
chafed for a gun, which cofts no more than twenty-
one fhillings in Great-Britain. Many of the hun-

ters cannot be purchafed with ten, the comparative
value,
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value of which exceeds the property of any native.'
Of thefe ufeful animals no care whatever is taken,

as when they are no longer employed, they are
turned loofe winter and fummer to provi.le for
themfelves. Here, it is to be obferved, that the
country, in general, on the Weft and North. fide
of this great .iver, is broken by the lakes and rivers
with fmall intervening plains, where the foil is
good, and the grafs grows to fome length. To
thefe the male buffalos refort for the winter, and if
it be very fevere, the females alfo are obliged to
leave the plains.

But to return to the route by which the progrefs
Weff and North is made through this continent.

We leave the Salkatchiwine * by entering the
river which forms the difcharge of the Sturgeon
Lake, on whofe Eaft bank is fituated Cumberland
houfe, in latitude 33. 56. North, longitude 102.
15. The diflance between the entrance and Cum.
berland houfe is eftimated at twenty miles. It is
very evident that the mud which is carried down
by the Salkatchiwine River, has formed the land
that lies between it and the lake, for the diflance

* It may be proper to obferve, that the French had two

fettlements upon the Safkatchiwine, long befort, and at the

conqueft o( Canada ; the firft at the Pafquia, near Carrot River,
and the other at Nipawi, were they had agricultural inftru-
ments and wheel carriages, marks of both being found about
thofe eaablifhments, where the foil is excellent.

of
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of upwards of twenty miles in the line of the river,
which is inundated during one half of the fummer,
though covered with wood. This lake forms an
irregular horfe-4hoe, one fide of which runs to the
North-Weft, and bears the name of Pine-Ifland
Lake, and the other known by the name already
mentioned, runs to the Eaf' of North, and is the
largeft : its length is about twenty-feven miles, and
its greateft breadth about fix miles. The North
fide of the latter is the fame kind of rock as that
defcribed in Lake Winipic, on the Weft fhore.
In latitude 54. 16. North, the Sturgeon-Weir
River difcharges itfelf into this lake, and its bed
appears to be of the fame kind of rock, and is al-
moft a continual rapid. Its dire& courfe is about
Weft by North, and with its windings, is about
thirty miles. It takes its waters into the Beaver
Lake, the South-Weft fide of which confifts of the
fame rock lying in thin ftratas: the route then
proceeds from ifland to ifland for about twelve
miles, and along the North fhore, for four miles
more, the whole being a North-Weft courfe to
the entrance& of a river, in latitude 54. 32, North.
The lake, for this diftance, is about four or five
miles wide, and abounds with fifh common to the
country. The part of it upon the right of that
which has been defcribed, appears more confide-
rable. The iflands are rocky, and the lake itfelf
furrounded by rocks. The communication from

O hence
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hence to the Bouleau Lake, altçrnately ·narrows

into rivers and fpreads into. fmall lakes. The in-

terruptions are, the Pente Portage, which is fuc-

ceeded by the Grand Rapid, where there is a Dé-

charge, the Carp Portage, the Bouleau Portage in
latitude 54. .50. North, including- a diffance, to-

gether with the windings, of thirty-four miles, in

a Weflerly direélion. The lake de Bouleau then

follows. This lake might with greater propriety,
be denominated a canal, as it is not more than a
mile in breadth. Its.courfe is rather to the Eaft
of North for twelve miles to Portage de l'Ifle.
From thence there is fill water to Portage d'Epi-
nettes, except an adjoining rapid. 'The difnance is

not more than four miles Wefterly. Afrer croffing

this Portage, it is not more than two miles to Lake
Miron, which is in latitude 55. 7. North. Its
length is about twelve miles, and its breadth irre..
gular, from two to ten miles. It is only feparated
from Lake du Chitique, or Pelican Lake, by a
fhort, narrQw, and fmall firait. That lake is not
more than feven miles long, and its courfe about
North-Weft. The Lake des Bois then fucceeds,
the paffage to which is through fmall lakes, fepa-
rated by falls and rapids. The firfn is a Décharge :
then follow the three galets, in immediate fuccef-
fion. From hence Lake des Bois runs about twen-
ty one miles. Its courfe' is South-South-Eaff, and
North-North-Weft, and is full of iflands. , The

paffage
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paffage continues through an intricate, narrow,
winding, and fhallow channel for eight miles. The
interruptions in this diflance are frequent, but de-
pend much on the flate of the waters. Having
paffed them, it is neceffary to crofs the Panage
de Traite, or, as it is called by the Indians, Aihi-
quifipichigan Ouinigam, or tbe Portage of the
Stretched Frog Skin, to the Miffinipi. The waters
already defcribed dtifcharge themfelves into Lake
Winipic, and augment thofe of the river Nelion.
Thefe which we are now entering are called the
Miffinipi, or great Churchill River.

All the country to the South eaif of this, within
the line of the progrefs that has been defcribed, is
interfperfed by lakes, hills, and rivers, and is full
of animals, of the fur-kind, as well as the moofe-
deer. Its inhabitants are the Knifeneaux Indians,
who are called by~ the fervants of the Hudfon's-
Bay Company, at York, their home-guards.

The traders fron Canada fucceeded for feveral
years in getting the largeft proportion of their
furs, till the year 1793, when the fervants of that

company thought proper to fend people amongif
them, ( and why they did not do it before is beft
known to themfelves ), for the purpofe of trade,
and fecuring their credits, which the Indians were
apt to forget. From the fhort diffance they had
to come, and the quantity of goods they fupplied,
the trade has, in a great meafure, reverted to them,

0 a
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as the merchants from Canada could not meet
them upon equal terms. What added to. the lofs
of the latter, was the murder of one of their tra-
ders, by the Indians, about this period. Of thefe
people not above eighty men have been known to
the traders from Canada, but they confift of a
much greater number.

The Portage de Traite, as has been already hint-
ed, received its name from Mr. Jofeph Frobifih-
er, who penetrated into this part of the country
from Canada, as early as the years 1774 and 1775,
where he met with the Indians in the ~fpring, on
their way to Churchill, according to annual cuf-
tom, with their canoes full of valuable furs. They
traded with him for as many of them as his ca-
noes could carry, and in confequence of this tranf-
a&ion, the Portage received and has fince retain-
cd its prefent appellation. He alfo denominated
thefe waters the Englifh River. - The Miffinipi, is
the name which it received from the Knifteneaux,
when they firi came to this country, and either
deftroyed or drove back the natives, whom they
held in great contempt, on many accounts, but
particularly for their ignorance in hunting the
beaver, as well as in preparing, ftretching, and
drying the fkins of thofe animals. And as a figri
of their derifion, they ftretched the 1kin of a frog
and hung it up at the Portage. This was, at that
time, the utmoft extent of their conqueft or warfa-

ring-progrefs
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ring-progrefs Weft, and is in latitude 25.
North, and longitude 103¾. Wef, The river
here, which bears the' appearance of a lake, takes
its name from the Portage, and is full of iflands.
It runs from Eaft to Weft about.fixten miles, and
is from four to five miles broad.. Then fucceded
falls and cafcades which form what is called the
grand rapid. From thence there is a fucceffion
of fmall lakes and rivers, interrupted by rapids and
falls, viz, the Portage de Bareel, the Portage
de L'Ifle, and that of the Rapid River. The
courfe is twenty miles from Eaft-South-Eaft to
North - North- Weff. The Rapid-River Lake
then runs Wefi five miles, and is of an oval form.
The rapid river is the difcharge of Lake la Rouge,
where there has been an efiablifhment for trade
from the year 1782. Since thé fmall pox ravaged
thefe parts, there have been but few inhabitants;
thefe are of the Knifteneaux tribe, and do notex-
ceed thirty men. The dired navigation continues
to be through rivers and canals, interrupted by
rapids; and the diffance to the firft Décharge is
four miles, in a Wefferly direaion. Then fol-
Iows Lake de la Montagne, which runs South-
South-Weft three miles and an half, then North
fix miles, through narrow channels, formed by if.
lands, and continues North-North-Weff five miles,
to the portage of the fame name, which is no foon-
er croffed,' than another appears in fight, leading
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to the Otter Lake, from whence it is nine miles
Wef{erly to the Otter Portage, in latitude 55. 39.
Between this. and the Portage du Diable, are fe-
veral rapids, and the diftance three miles and an
half. Then fucceeds the lake of the fame name,
running from South-Eaff to North-Weft, five
miles, and Weff four miles and an half. There is
then a fuccefflion of fmall lakes, rapids, and. fàlls,
producing the Portage des Ecors,:Portage du Ga-
let, and Portage des Morts, the whole compre-
hending a diffance of fix miles, to the lake of
the latter name. On the left fide is a point co-
vered with.human bones, the relics of the fmall
pox; which circumifance gave the Portage and
the lake this melancholy denomination. lts courfe
is South- Weft fifteen miles, while its breadth does
not exceed three miles. From thence a rapid river
leads to Portage de Hallier, which is followed by
Lake de II1fle d'Ours.: it is, however, improperly
called a lake, as it contains frequent impediments
amongif its iflands, from rapids. There is a very
dangerous one about the centre of it, which is
named the rapid qui ne parle point, or that never

fpeaks, from its filent whirlpool-motion. In fome
of the whirlpools the fuéion is fo powerful, that
they are carefully avoided. At fome diffance from
the filent rapid, is a narrow firait, where the In-
dians have painted red figures on the face of a rock,
and where it was their cuffom. formerly to make

an
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an offering of fome of the articles which they had
with them, in their way to and froni Churchill.
The courfe in this lake, which is very meandering,
may be eftimated at thirty-eight miles, and is termi-
nated by the Portage du Canot Tourner, fron the
danger to which thofe are fubje& who venture to
run this rapid. From thence a river of one mile
and an half North-Weft courfe leads to the Por-
tage de Bouleau, and in about half a mile to Por-.
tage des Epingles, fo called from the fharpnefs of
its ifones. Then follows the Lake des Souris, the
direéion acrofs which is amongif iflands, North-
Wefr by Weff fix miles. In this traverfe is an if-
land, which is remarkable for a very large ftone,
in the form of a bear, on which the natives have
painted the head and fnout of that animal ; and
here they alfo were formerly accuftomed to offer
facrifices. This lake is feparated only by a nar-
row firait from the Lake du Serpent, which runs
North-North-Weft feven miles, to a narrow chan-
nel, that connets it with another lake, bearing
the fame name, and running the fame courfe for
eleven miles, when the rapid of the fame denomi-
nation is entered on the Weff fide of the lake.
It is to be remarked here, that for about three or
four miles on the North-Weft fide of this lake,
there-is an high bank of clay and fand, clothed
with cyprefs trees, a circumifance which is not ob-
fervable on any lakes hitherto mentioned, as they

are
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are bounded, particularly on the North, by black
and grey roçks. It may alfo be confidered as a
moif extraordinary circumrfance that the Che.
pewyans go North-Weft from hence to the bar-
ren grounds, which are their own country, with-
out the affiffance of canoes ; as it is well known
that in every other part which has been defcribed,
from Cumberland Houfe, the country is broken
on eicher fide of the direétion to a great extent
fo that a traveller could not go at right angles
with any of the waters already mentioned, without
meeting with others in every eight or ten miles.
This will alfo be found to be very much the cafe
in proceeding to Portage la Loche.

The laft mentioned rapid is upwards of three
miles long, North-Weft by Weft; there is, how-
ever, no carrying, as the line and poles are fuf-
ficient to drag up the canoe againf the current.
Lake Croche is then croffed .in a WefRerly direc-
tion of fix miles, though its whole length may be
twice that diffance ; after which it contra&s to
a river that runs Wefterly for ten miles, when it
forms a bend, which is left to the South, and en-
tering a proportion of its waters called the Grafs
River, whofe meandering courfe is about fix miles,
but in a dire& line not more than half that

length, where it receives its waters ftom the great
river, which then runs Wefterly eleven- miles be-
fore it forms the Knee Lake, whofe dire&ion is

to
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to the North of Weft. It is full of iflands for
eighteen miles, and its greateif apparent breadth
it not more than five miles. The Portage of the
fame .name is feveral hundred yards long, and
over large fnones. Its latitude is 55. 5o. and lon-
gitude io6. 3o. Two miles further North is the
comrnmencement of the Croche Rapid, which is a
fuccefiion of cafcades for about three miles, ma-
king a bend due South to the Lake du Primeau,
whofe courfe is various, and through iflands, to
the difnance of about fifteen miles. The banks
of this lake are low, ftony, and marfhy, whofe
grafs and ruihes afford fielter and food to great
numbers of wild fowl. At its WefIern extremity
is Portage la Puife, from whence the river takes
a meandering courfe, widening and contrading at
intervals, and is much interrupted by rapids.
After a Wefterly courfe of twenty miles, it reaches
Portage Pellet. From hence, in the courfe of

feven miles, are three rapids, to .which fucceeds
the Shagoina Lake, which may be eighteen miles

in circumference. ~ Then Shagoina :frait and ra-

pid leads into the Lake of Ile à la Croffe, iin

which the courfe is South twenty miles, and South-

South-Wefl fourteen miles, to the Point au Sable;
oppofite to which is the difcharge of the Beaver-

River, bearing South fix miles; the lake in the dif-

tance run, does not exceed twelve miles in its

greateftbreadth.- It now turns Welt-South-Weff,
t the
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the ifle à la Croifée being on the South, and the
main land on the North; and it clears the one and
the other in the difnance of threê miles, "the water
prefenting an open horizon to right and left : that
on the left formed by a deep narrow bay, about
ten leagues in depth; and that to the right by
what is called la Riviere Creufe, or Deep River,
being a canal of ifill water, which is here four
miles wide. On following the laif courfe, Ifle à
la Croffe Fort appears on a low ifthmus, at the
diftance of five miles, and is in latitude 55. 25.

North, and longitude 107. 48. Weif.
This lake and fort take their names from the

ifland juif mentioned, which, as has been already
obferved, received it denomination from the game
of the crofs, which forms a principal amufement
among the natives.

The fituation of this lake, the abundance of the
fineif fifh in the world to be found in its waters,
the richnefs of furrounding banks and foreifs, in
moofe and failow deer, with the vaif numbers of
the fmaller tribes of animals, whole lkins are pre-
cious, and the numerous flocks of wild fowl that
frequent it in the fpring and fall, make it a moif
defirable fpot for the conifant refidence of fome,
and the occafional rendezvous of others of the in-
habitants of the country, particularly of the Knif-
teneaux.

Who the original people were that were driven
from
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from it, when conquered by the Kniffeneaux is
not now known, as not a fingle veftige renains of
them. The latter, and the Chepewyans, are the
only people that have been known here ; and it is
evident that the laft-mentioned confider themfelves
as ftrangers, and feldom remain longer than three
or four years, without vifiting their relations and
friends in the barren grounds, which they term
their native country. They were for fometime
treated by the Knifteneaux as enemies ;- who now
allow them to hunt to the North of the track
which has been defcribed, from Fort du Traite
upwards, but when the occafionally meet them,
they infift on contributions, and frequently punith
refifrance with their arms. This is fometimes done
at the forts, or places of trade, but then it appears
to be a voluntary gift. A treat of rum is expe&ed
on the occafion, which the Chepewyans on no other
account ever purchafe; and thofe only who have
had frequent intercourfe with the Knifteneaux
have any inclination to drink it.

When the Europeans firft penetrated into this
country, in 1777, the people of both tribes were

numerous, but the fmall pox was fatal to them all,
fo dtat there does not exift of the one, at prefent,
more than forty refident families; and die other
has been from about thirty to two hundred families.
Thefe numbers are applicable to the conftant and
lefs ambitious inhabitants, who are fatisfied with

P2 the



roz A GENERAL HISTORY

the quiet poffeffion of a country affording, without
rilk or much trouble, every thing neceffary to
their comfort; for fince traders have fpread them-
felves over it, it is no more the rendezvous of
the errant Knifteneaux, part of whom ufed an-
nually to return thither from the country of the
RBeaver River, which they had explored to its fource
in their war and hunting excurfions and as far as
the Salkatchiwine, where they fonietimes met peo-

pie of their own nation, who had profecuted fi-
nilar conqueifs up that river. In that country
they found abundance of fifh and animals, fuch
as have been already defcribed,.with the addition
of the Buffalos, who range in the partial patches
of meadow fcattered along the rivers and lakes.
From thence they returned in the fpring to the
friends whom they had left; and, at the farre time
me; with others who had penetrated, with the fame
defigns, into the Athabafca country, which will be
defcribed hereafter.

The fpring was the period of this joyful meet-
ing, when their time was occupied i feaining,
dancing, and other paftimes; which were occafion-
ally fufpended for facrifice, and religious folem-
nity : while the narratives of their travels, anrdhthe
hifnory of their wars, amufed and animated the
feffival. The time of rejoicing was but fhort, and
was foon interrupted by the neceffary preparations
for their annual journey to Churchill, to exchange

their
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their furs for fuch European articles as were niow be.
come neceffary to them. The fhortnefs of the fea-
fons, and the great length of their way requiring the
utmoft difpatch, the moft adive men of the tribe,
with their youngeft women, and a few of their chil-
dren undertook the voyage, under the diredion of
fome of their 'chiefs, following the waters already
defcribed, to their difcharge at Churchill Faeory,
which are called, as has already been obferved, the
Miffinipi, or Great Waters. There they remained
no longer than was fufficient to barter their com-
modities, with a fupernumerary day or two to gra-
tify themfelves with the indulgence of fpirituous

liquors. At the fame time the inconfiderable
quantity they could purchafe to carry away with
them, for a regale with their friends, was held fa-
cred, and referved to heighten the enjoyment of
their return home, when the amufements, feftivity,
and religious folemnities of the fpring were repeated.
The ufual time appropriated to thefe convivialitie6
being completed, they feparated, ta purfue their
different objes ; and if they were determined to
go to war, they made the neceffary arrangements
for their future operations.

But we muf now renew the progrefs of the route.
It is not more than two miles from Ifle à la Crofle

Fort, to a point of land which forms a cheek of

that part ofthe lake called the Riviere Creufe, which

preferves the breadth already rmentioned for up-
wards
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wards of twenty miles; then contrads to about two,
for the difnance of ten miles more, when it opens
to Lake Clear, which is very wide, and commands
an open horizon, keeping the Weft Ibore for fix
miles. The whole of the diffance mentioned is
about North-Weft, when, by a narrow, crooked
channel, turning to the South of Wefi, the entry is
made into Lake du BSuf, which is contraéted
near the middle, by a projeding fandy point ; in-
dependent of which it may be deferibed as from
fix to twelve miles in breadth, thirty-fix miles long,
and in a North-Weft direéion. At the North-
Weft end, in latitude 36. 8. it receives the wa-
ters of the river la Loche, which, in the fall of the
year, is very fhallow, and navigated with difficulty
even by' half-laden canoes. Its water is not fuffi-
cient to from ftrong rapids, though from its rocky
bottom the canoes are frequently in confiderable
danger. Including its meanders, the courfe of this
river may be computed at twenty-four miles, and
receives its firfi waters from the lake of the fame
name, which is about twenty miles long, and fix
wide ; into which a fmall river flows, fufficient to
bear loaded canoes, for about a mile and an half,
where the navigation ceafes; and the canoes, with
their lading, are carried over the Portage la Loche
for thirteen miles.

This portage is the ridge that divides the waters
which difcharge themfelves into Hudfon's Bay, from

thofe
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thofe that flow into the Northern ocean, and is in
the latitude 56. 20. and longitude 109. 15. Weft.
It runs South Weft until it lofes its local height
between the Safkatchiwine and Elk Rivers; clofe
on the bank of the former, in latitude 53. 36. North,
and longitude 113 - 45. Weft, it may be traced in
an Eafterly direCtion toward latitude 58. 12. North,
and longitude io3i. Weft, when it appears to take
its courfe due North, and may probably reach the
Frozen Seas.

From Lake le Souris, the banks of the rivers and
lakes difplay a fmaller portion of folid rock. The
land is low and ftony, intermixed with a light,
fandy foil, and clothed with wood. That of the
Beaver River is of a more produCive quality : but
no part of it has ever been cultivated by the na-
tives or Europeans, except a fmall garden at the Ifle
à la Croffe, which well repaid the labour beftowed
upon it.

The Portage la Loche is of a level furface, in
fome parts abounding with ftones, but in general
it is an entire fand, and covered with the cyprefs,
the pine, the fpruce fir, and other trees natural to
its foil. Within three miles of the North-Weft
termination, there is a fmall round lake, whofe dia-
meter does not exceed a mile, and which affords a
trifling refpite to the labour of carrying. Within
a mile of the termination of the Portage is a very
fleep precipice, whofe afcent and defcent appears

to
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to be equally impradicable in any -way, as it con.
fins of a fucceffipn of eight hills, fome of which are
almoft perpendicular ; neverthelefs, the Canadians
contrive to furmount all thefe difficulties, even with
their canoes and lading.

This precipice, which rifes upwards of a thou-
fand feet above the plain beneath it, commands a
moft extenfive, romantic, and ravifhing profpe.
From thence the eye looks down on the courfe of
the little river, by fome called the Swan river, and
by others, the Clear-Water and Pelican river, beau-
tifully meandering for upwards of thirty miles.
The valley, which is at once refrefhed and adorned
by it, is about three, miles in breadth, and is con-
fined by two lofty ridges of equal height, difplaying
a moft delightful intermixture of wood and lawn,
and ftretching on till the blue mift obfcures the
profpe&. Some parts of the inclining heights are
covered with ftately foreifs, relieved by promon-
tories of the fineft verdure, where the elk and buf-
falo find pafture. Thefe are contrafled by fpots
where fire has deftroyed the woods, and left a drea-
ry void behind it. Nor, when I beheld this won-
derful difplay of uncultivated nature, was the mo-
ving fcenery of human occupation wanting to com-
plete the pidure. From this elevated fituation, I
beheld my people, diminifhed, as it were, to half
their fize, employed in pitching 'their tents in a
charming meadow, and among the canoes, which,

being
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being turned upon their fides, prefented their red-
dened bottoms in contraft with the furrounding

verdure. At the fame time, the procefs of gum-

ming them produced numerous fmall fpires of

frnoke, which, as they rofe, enlivened the fcene,
and at length blended with the larger columns that
afcended from the fires where the fuppers were pre-

paring. It was in the month of September when

I enjoyed a fcene, of which i do not prefume to

give an adequate defcription; and as it was the rut-

ting feafon of the elk, the whiffling of that animal
was heard in all the variety which the echoes could

afford it.
This river, which waters and refleâs fuch en-

chanting fcenery, runs, including its windings, up-

wards of eighty miles, when it difcharges itfeif iii

the Elk River, according to the denomination of

the natives, but commonly called by the white

people, the Athabafca River, in latitude 56. 4Z.
North.

At a fmall diflance from Portage la Loche, fe-

veral carrying-places interrupt the navigation of

the river; about the middle of which are fome mi-

neral fprings, whofe margins are covered with ful.

phureous incrufrations. At the juneion or fork,

the Elk River is about three quarters of a mile in

breadth, and rups in a fleady current, fometimes

contraéing, but never increafing its channel, till,

after receiving feveral fmall ftreams, it difcharges
itfelf
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itfelf into the Lake of the Hills, in latitude 38. 36.
North. At about twenty-four miles from the
Fork, are fome bitumenous fountains, into which
a pole of twenty feet long may be inferted without
theleaft refiftance. The bitumen is in a fluid itate,
and when mixed with gum, or the refinous fub-
fiance colleded from the fpruce fir, ferves to gum
the canoes. In its heated ftate it emits a fmell
like that of fea-coal. The banks of the river,
which are there very elevated, difcover veins"of the
fame bitumenous quality. At a fmall diftance
from the Fork, houfes have been ereted for the
convenience of trading with a party of the Knifte-
neaux, who vifit the adjacent country for the pur-
pofe of hunting.

At the diftance of about forty miles from the
lake, is the Old Eftablifhment, which has been
already mentioned, as formed by Mr. Pond in the
year 1778-9, and which was the only one in this
part of the world, till the year 1 785. In the year
1788, is was transferred to the Lake of the Hills,
and formed on a point on its Southern fide, at about
eight miles frôm the difcharge of the river. It was
named Fort Chepewyan, and is in latitude 38. 38.
North, longitude i 1o. 26. Weft, and much better
fituated for trade and fifhing, as the people here
have recourfe to water for their fupport.

This being the place which I made my head-
quarters for eight years, and from whence I took

my
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my departure, on both my expeditions, I ihall give
fome account of it, with the manner of carrying on
the trade there, and other circumftances conneéed
with it.

The laden canoes which leave Lake la Pluie
about the firft of Auguft, do not arrive here till the
latter end of September, or the beginning of Oo-
ber, when a neceffary proportion of them is difpat-
ched up the Peace River to trade with the Beaver
and Rocky-Mountain Indians. Others are fent to
the Slave River and Lake, or beyond them, and
traffic with the inhabitants of that country. A
fmall part of them, if not left at the Fork of the
Elk River, return thither for the Knifieneaux,
while the reft of the people and merchandife remain
here to carry on trade with the Chepewyans.

Here have I arrived with ninety or an hundred
men without any provifion for their fuffenance;
for whatever quantity might have been obtained
from the natives during the fummer, it could not
be more than fufficient for the people difpatched to
their different pofts ; and even if there were a ca-
fual fuperfluity, it was abfolutely neceffary to pre-
ferve it untouched, for the demands of the fpring.
The whole dependance, therefore, of thofe who re-
mained, was on the lake, and fifhing implements
for the means of our fupport. The nets are fixty
fathom in length, when fet, and contain fifteen
mefhes of five inches in depth. The manner of

ufing
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ufing them is as follows : A fmall ftone and wood-
en buoy are faftened to the fide-line oppofite to
each· other, at about the diftance of two fathoms :
when the net is carefully thrown into the water,
the flone finks it to the bottom, while the buoy
keeps it at its full extent, and it is fecured in its
fituation by a ftone at either end. The nets are
vifited every day, and taken out every other day to
be cleaned and dried. This is a very ready opera-
tion when the waters are not frozen, but when the
froft lias fet in, and the ice has acquired its greateft
thicknefs, which is fometimes as much as five feet,
holes are cut in it at the diflance of thirty feet from
each other, to the full length of the net ; one of
them is larger than the reft, being generally about
four feet fquare, and is called the bafon : by means
of.them, and poles of a proportionable length, the
nets are placed in and drawn out of the water. The
fetting of hooks and lines is fo fimple an employ-
ment as to render a defcription unneceffary. The
white fifh are the principal objeât of purfuit : they

fpawn in the fall of the year, and, at about the fet-
ting in ofthe hard froft, crowd in fhoals to the fhal-
low water, when as many as poffible are taken, in
order that a portion of them may be laid by in the
froft to provide againft the fcarcity of winter ; as,
during that feafon, the fifh of every defcription de-
creafe in the lakes, if they do not altogether difap-
pear. Sone have fuppofed that during this period

they
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they are ftationary, or affume an inative ifate. If
there fhould be any intervals of warm weather du-
ring the fall, it is neceffary to fufpend the fifh by the
tail, though they are not fo good as thofe which are
altogether preferved by the froif. In this ifate
they remain to the beginning of April, when they
have been found as fweet as when they were
caught. *

Thus do thefe voyagers live, year after year, en-
tirely upon fifh, without even the quickening fla-
vour of falt, or the variety :of any farinaceous root
or vegetable. Salt, however, if their habits had
not rendered it unneceffary, might be obtained in
this country to the Weftward of the Peace River,
where it lofes its name in that of the Slave River,
from the numerous falt- ponds and fprings to bc
found there, which will fupply in any quantity, in
a ftate of concretion, and perfeély white and clean.
When the Indians pafs that way they bring a
fmall quantity to the fort, with other articles of
traffic.

During a fhort period of the fpring and fall,
great numbers of wild fowl frequent this country,
which -prove a very gratifying food after fuch a
long privation of fleíh-meat. It is remarkable,

* This fifhery requires the moft xnremitting attention, as
the voyaging Canadians are equally indolent, extravagant, and
improvident, when left to themfelves, and rival the favages in a

negle& of the morrow.

however,
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however, that the Canadians who frequent the
Peace, Safkatchiwine, and Affiniboin rivers, and
live altogether on venifon, have a lefs healthy ap.
pearance than thofe whofe fuftenance is obtained
from the waters. At the fame time the fcurvy is
wholly unknown among them.

In the fall of the year the natives meet the tra-
ders at the forts, where they barter the furs or pro-
vifions which they may have procured : they then
obtain credit, and proceed to hunt the beavers,
and do not return till the beginning of the year ;
when they are again fitted out in the fame manner
and come back the latter end of March, or the
beginning of April. They are now unwilling to
repair to the beaver hunt until the waters are
clear of ice, that they may kill them with fire-arms,
which the Chepewyans are averfe to employ.
The major part of the latter return to the barren
grounds, and live during the fummer with their
relations and friends in the enjoyment of that
plenty which is derived from numerous herds of
deer. But thofe of that tribe who are moft partial
to thefe defarts, cannot remain there in winter,
and they are obliged, with the deer, to take fhelter
in the woods during that rigorous feafon, when
they contrive to kill a few beavers, and fend them
by young men, to exchange for iron utenfils and
ammunition.
t Till the year 1782, the people of Athabafca

fent
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fent or carried their furs regularly to Fort Church-
ill, Hudfon's Bay; and fome of thei have, fince

that time, repaired thither, notwithftanding they
could have provided themfelves with all the ne-
ceffaries which they required. The difference of

the price fet on goods here and at that fadory,
made it an objea with the Chepewyans, to under-
take a journey of five or fix months, -in the courfe
of which they were reduced to the moft painful
extremities, and often loft their lives from hunger
and fatigue. At prefent, however, this traffic is
in a great meafure difcontinued, as they were
obliged to expend in the courfe of their journey,
that very ammunition which was its moif alluring
objeé.

Some Account of the Knisteneaux Indians.

THESE people are'fpread over a vaif extent of

country. Their language is the fame as that of

the people who inhabit the coaft of Britifh Ame-

rica on the Atlantic, with the exception of the Ef-

quimaux*, and continues along the Coaft of La-

* The fimilarity between their language, and that of the

Algonquins, is an unequivocal proof that they are the fame

people. Specimens of their refpe&ive tongues will be hereaftr

given,
brador,
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brador, and the gulph and banks of St. Laurence
to Montreal. The line then follows the Utawas
river to its fource; and continues from thence
nearly Weft along the high lands which divide the
waters that fall into Lake Superior and Hudfon's
Bay. It then proceeds till it ftrikes the middle
part of the river, Winipic, following that water
through the Lake Winipic, to the difcharge of
the Salkatchiwine into it ; from thence it accom-
panies the latter to Fort George, when the line,
ftriking by the head of the Beaver River to the
Elk River, runs along its banks to its difcharge in
the Lake of the Hills; from which it may be car-
ried back Eaft, to the Ifle à la Croffe, and fo on
to Churchill by the Miffinipi. The whole of the
tra8 between this line and Hudfon's Bay and
Straits, ( except that of the Efquimaux in the
latter ), niay be faid to be exclufively the country
of the Knifteneaux. Some of them, indeed, have
penetrated further Weff and South to the Red
River, to the South of Lake Winipic, and the
South branch of the Safkatchiwine.

They are of a moderate ifature, well proportioned,
and of great adéivity. Examples of deformity are
feldom to be feen among them. Their complex.
ion is of a copper colour, and their hair black,
which is common to all the n'atives of North Ame-
rica. It is cut in various forms, according to the
fancy of the feveral tribes, and by fome is left in

the
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the long, lank, flow of nature. They very gene-
rally extra& their beards, -and both fexes manifeft
a difpofition to pluck the hair from every part of
the body and limbs, Their eyes are black, keen,
and penetrating; their countenance open and
agreeable, and it is a principal obje& of their va-
nity to give every poffible decoration to their per-
fons. A material article in their toilettes is ver-
milion, which they contraft with their native blue,
white, and brown earths, to which charcoal is fre.
quently added.

Their drefs is at once fimple and commodious.
It confifts of tight leggins, reaching near the. hip -:
a ftrip of cloth or leather, called affian, about a
foot wide, and five feet long, whofe ends are drawa-
inwards and hang behind and before, over a belt
tied round the waift for that purpofe : a clofe veft
or fhirt reaching down to the former garment, and
cinéured with a broad ftrip of parchment faftened
with thongs behind ; and a cap for. the head, con-
fifting of a piece of fur, or fmall 1kin, with the
bruth of the animal as a fufpended ornamenrt: a
kind of robe is thrown occafionally over the whole
of the drefs, and ferves both night and day;
Thefe articles, with the addition of fhoes and.mit-
tens, conftitute the variety of their apparel... The
materials vary according to the feafon, and coenfift
of dreffed moofe-fkin, beaver .prepared with the fur,
or European woollens. The. leather is neatly

R painted,
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painted, and fancifully worked in fome parts.withx
porcupine quills, and mofe-deer hair : the fhirts
And leggins are alfo adorned with fringe and taffels;
nor are the fhoes and mittens without fomewhat of
appropriate decoration, and worked with a confi-
derable degree of fkill and tafte. Thefe habili-
ments are put on, however, as fancy or convenience
fuggeffs; andthey will fometimes proceed to the
chafe in the fevereft- frofi, covered only with the
flighteft ofthem. Their head-dreffes are compofed
of the feathers of the fwan, the cagle, and other
birds. The teeth, horns, and claws of different
animals, are alfo the occafional ornaments of the
head and neck. Their hair, however arranged, is
always befmeared with greafe. The making of
every article of drefs is a female occupation; and
the wonen, though by no means inattentive to
he decorationof their own perfons, appear to have

a, ftilf greater degree of pride in attending to the
appearance of the men, whofe faces are painted
wth rnore care than thofe of the women.

SThe female drefs is fôrmed of the fame mate-
rias as thofe of thedother fex, but of a different
make and arrangement. Their fhoes are com-
mnonly plain, and their leggins gartered beneath
the-knee. The coat,,or body côvering, falls down
to the iniddle of the leg, and is faftened over the
fhôulders with cords, a flap or cape turning down
about oight inchés, both before and behind, and

agreeably
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agreeably ornamented with quill-work and fringe;
the bottom is alfo fringed, and fancifully painted
as high as the knee. As it is very loofe, it is en-
clofed round the waift with a fRiff belt, decorated
with taffels, and faffened behind. The arms are
covered to the wrift, with detached fleeves, which
are fewed as far as the bend of the arm; from
thence they are drawn vp to the neck, and the
corners of them fall down behind, as low as the
waift. The cap, when they wear one, confifts of
a certain quantity of leather or cloth, fewed at one
end, by which means it is kept on the head, and,
hanging down the back, is faftened to the belt, as
well as under the chin. The upper garment is a
robe like that worn by the men. Their hair is
divided on the crown, and tied behind, or fome-
times faflened in large knots over the ears. They
are fond of European articles, and prefer them to
their own native commodities. Their ornaments
confifn in common with all favages, in bracelets,
rings, and fimilar baubles., Some of the women
tatoo three perperidicular lines, which are fome-
times double : one from the centre of the chin to
that of the under lip, and one parallel on either
fide to the corner of the mouth.

Of all the nations which I have feen on this con-
tinent, the Knifteneaux women are the moft come-
ly. Their figure is generally well proportioned,
and the regularity of their features would be ac-

R z. knowledged
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knowledged by the more civilized people of Europe.
Their complexion has lefs of that dark tinge which
is common to thofe favages who have lefs cleanly
habits.

Thefe people are, in general, fubjea to few dif.
orders. The lues venerea, however, is a common
complaint, but cured by the application of fimples,
with whofe virtues they appear to be well ac-
quainted. They are alfo fubjeà to fluxes, and
pains in the breaif, which fome have attributed to
the very cold and keen air which they inhale; but
I fhould imagine that thiefe complaints muif fre-
quently proceed from their immoderate indulgence
in fat meat at their feafts, particularly when they
have been preceded by long faifing.

They are naturally mild and affable, as well as
juif in their dealings, not only among thcmfelves,
but with ftrangers. * They are alfo generous and
Ihofpitable, and good-naturd in the extreme, except
when their nature is perverted by the inflammatory
influence of fpirituous liquors. To their children
they are indulgent to a fault. The father, though
he affumes no command over them, is ever anxious
to inftruét them in all the preparatory qualifications
for war and hunting-; while the mother is equally

* They have been called thieves, but when vice can with
juffice be attributed to them, it may be traced to their connec-
tion with the civilized people who come into their country to
traffic.

attentive
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attentive to her daughters in teaching them every
thing that is confidered as neceffary to their cha-
rader and fituation. It does not appear that the
hufband makes any diftin&ion between the child.
ren of his wife, though they may be the off-
spring of different fathers. Illegitimacy is only at-
tached to thofe who are born before their mothers
have cohabited with any man by the title of huf-
band.

It does not appear, that chaffity is confidered by
them as a virtue ; or that fidelity is believed to be
effential to the happinefs of wedded life. Though
it fometimes happens that the infidelity of a wife is
punifhed by the hufband with the lofs of her hair,
nofe, and perhaps life; fuch feverity proceeds from
its having been pradifed without his permiffion :
for a temporary interchange of wives is not uncom-
mon; and the offer of their perfons is confidered
as a neceffary part of the hofpitality due to ifran-
gers.

When a man lofes his wife, it is confidered as a
duty to marry her fiffer, if fhe has one; or he may,
if he pleafes, have them both at the fante time.

It will appear from the fatal confequences I have
repeatedly imputed to the ufe of fpirituous liquors,
that I more particularly confider thefe people as
having been, morally fpeaking, great fufferers from
their communication with the fubje&s of civilized
nations. At the fame time they were not, in a

nfate
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fiate of nature, without their vices, and fome of
them of a kind which is the moft abhorrent to cul.-
tivated and refleding man. I fhall only obferve
that inceft and beftiality are common among them.

When a young man marries, he immediately
goes to live with the father and mother of his wife,
who treat him, neverthelefs, as a perfed firanger,
till after the birth of his firft child : he then at-
taches himfelf more to them than his own parents;
and his wife no longer gives him any other deno-
mination than that of the father of her child.

The profeffion of the men is war and hunting,
and the more adive fcene of their duty is the field
of battle, and the chafe in the woods. They alfo

fpear fifh, but the management of the nets is left to
the women. The females of this nation are in the
fame fubordinate frate with thofe of all other favage
tribes ; but the feverity of their labour is much di-
minifhed by their fituation on the banks of lakes
and rivers, where they employ canoes. In the
winter, when the waters are frozen, they make
their journies, which are never of any great length,
with fledges drawn by dogs. They are, at the
fame time fubjeâ to every kind of domeffic drud-
gery : they drefs the leather, make the clothes and
fhoes, weave the nets, colled wood, ereéd the tents,
fetch water, and perform every culinary fervice; fo
that when the duties of maternal care are added, it
will appear that the life of thefe women is an unirn-

te'rrupted
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terrupted fucceffion of toil and pain. This, in.
deed, is the fenfe they entertain of their own fitua-
tion ; and, under the influence of that fentiment,
they are fometines known to deftroy their female
children, to fave them rom the miferies which they
themfelves have fuffered. They alfo have a ready
way, by the ufe of certain fimples, of procuring
abortions, which they fometimes prahife, from
their hatred of the father, or to fave themfelves the
trouble which children occafion : and, as I have
been credibly informed, this unnatural ad is repea-
ted without any injury to the health of the women
who perpetrate it.

The funeral rites begin, like all other folemn
ceremonials, with fmoking, and are concluded by
a feaif. The body is dreffed in the benl habili-
ments poffeffed by the deceafed, or bis relations, and
is then depofited in a grave, lined with branches:
fome domefnic utenfils are placed on it, and
a kind of canopy ereéed over it. During this ce-
remony, great lamentations are made, and if the
departed perfon is very much regretted the near re-
lations cut off their hair, pierce the flefhy part of
their thighs and arms with arrows, knives, &c. and

blacken their faces with charcoal. If they have
diftinguiíhed themfelves in war, they are fometimes

-laid on a kind of fcaffolding; and I have been in-

formed that women, as in the Eaft, have been

kuown to facrifice themfelves to the manes of their
hufbands.
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hufbands. The whole of the property belonging
to the departed perfon is deffroyed, and the rela-
tions take in exchange for the wearing apparel,
any rags that will cover their nakednefs. The feaft
beftowed on the occafion, which·is, or at leaft ufed
to be, repeated annually, is accompanied with eu-
logiums on the deceafed, and without any ads of
ferocity. On the tomb are carved or painted the
fymbols of his tribe, which are taken from the dif-
ferent animals of the country.

Many and various are the motives which induce
a favage to engage in war. To prove his courage,
or to revenge the death of his relations, or fome of
his tribe, by the maffacre of an enemy. If the tribe
feel themfelves called upon to go to war, the elders
convene the .people, in order to know the general

opinion. If it be for war, the chief publifhes his
intention to fmoke in the facred ffem at a certain
period, to which folemnity, meditation and faffing
are required as preparatory ceremonials. When
the people are thus affembled, and the meeting
fan&ified by the cuflom of fmoking, the chief en-
larges on the caufes which have called them toge-.
ther, and the neceffity of the nieafures propofed on
the occafion. He then invites thofe who are wil.
Jing to follow him, to fmoke out of the facred ftem,
which is confidered as the token of enroll ment; and
if it fhould be the general opinion, that affiftance is
pieçeffary, oters are invited, with great formality,

to
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to join them. Every individual who attends thefe
meetings brings fomething with him as a token of
his warlike intention, or as an objeé of facrifice,
which, when the affembly diffolves, is fufpended
from poles near the place of council.

They have frequent feaifs, and particular cir-
cumftances never fail to produce them ; fuch as a
tedious illnefs, long fafting, &c. On thefe occa-
fions it is ufual for the perfon who means to give
the entertainment, to announce his defign, on a
certain day, of opening the medicine bag and fmo-
king out of his facred flem. This declaration is
confidered as a facred vow that cannot be broken.
There are alfo flated periods, fuch as the fpring
and autumn, when they engage in very long and
folemn ceremonies. On thefe occafions dogs are
offered as facrifices, and thofe which are very fat,
and milk-white, are preferred. They alfo make
large offerings of their property, whatever it may
be. The fcene of thefe ceremonies is in an open
inclofure on the bank of a river or lake, and in
the mof confpicuous fituation, in order that fuch
as are paffing along or travelling, may be induced
to make their offerings, There is alfo a particular
cuftorn among them, that, on thefe occafions, if
any of the tribe, or even a ftranger, thould be paf-
fing by, and be in real want of any thing that is
difplayed as an offering, he has a right to take it,
fo that he replaces it with fome article he can fpare,

S though
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though it be of far inferior value : but to take or
touch any thing wantonly is confidered as a facri-
legious ad, and highly infulting to the great Maf-
ter of life, to ufe their own expreffion, who is the
facred objed of their devotion.

The fcene of private facrifice is the lodge of the
perfon who performs it, which is prepared for that
purpofe by removing every thing out of it, and

fpreading green branches in every part. The fire
and afhes are alfo taken away. A new hearth is
made of frefh earth, and another fire is lighted.
The owner of the dwelling remains alone in it; and
he begins the ceremony by fpreading a piece of
new cloth, or a well-dreffed moofe-ikin neatly
painted, on which he opens his medicine-bag and
expofes its contents, confifting of various articles.
The principal of them is a kind of houfehold god,
vhich is a fmall carved, image about eight inches
long. Its firft covering is of down, over which a
piece of beech bark is clofely tied, and the whole
is, enveloped in feveral folds of red and blue cloth.
This little figure is an objeé of the moft pious
regard. The next article is his war-cap, which is
decorated with the feathers and plumes of fcarce
birds, beavers, and eagle's claws, &c. There is
alfo fufpended from it a quill or feather for every
enemy whom the owner of it has flain in battle.
The remaining contents of the bag are, a piece of
1razil tobacco, feveral roots and fimples, which

are

124
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are in great eflimation for their medicinal qualities,
and a pipe. Thefe articles being all expofed, and
the ftem refting upon two forks, as it muif not
touch the ground, the maffer of the lodge :fends
for the perfon he moif efieems, who fits down op-
pofite to him; the pipe is then filled and fixed to
the flem. A pair of wooden pincers is provided
to put the fire in the pipe, and a double-pointed
pin, to enpty it of the remnant of tobacco which
is not confumed. This arrangement being made,
the men affemble, and fometimes the women are
allowed to be humble fpeéfators,: while the mofi

religious awe and folemnity pervades the whole.
The Michiniwais, or Affifnant, takes up.the pipe,
lights it, and prefents -it to the officiating perfon,
who receives it Randing and holds it between both
his hands. He then turns hirmfelf to the Eaft,
and draws a few whiffs, which he blows to that
point. The fame ceremony he obferves to the
other three quarters, with his eyes direded upwards
during the whole of it. He holds the item about
the middle between the three firft fingers of both
hands, and raifing them upon a ine with his fore-

head, he fwings it three times round from the Eafl,
with the fun, when, after pointing and balabcing it
in various direéions, he repofes it on the forks

he then makes a fpeech to explain the defign of
their being called together, which .concludes with

,,an acknowledgment of pait mercies, and a prayer
for
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for the continuance of them, from the maffer of
Life. He then fits down, and the whole company
declare their approbation and thanks by uttering
the word ho! with an emphatic prolongation of
the laft letter. The Michiniwais then takes up
the pipe and holds.it to the mouth of the officia-
ting perfon, who, after fmoking three whiffs- out of
it, utters a fhort prayer, and then goes round with
it, taking his courfe from Eafl to Weff, to every
perfon prefent, who individually fays fomething to
him on the occafion: and thus the pipe is gene-
rally fmoked out ; when, after turning it three or
four times round his head, he drops it downwards,
and replaces it in its original fituation. He then
returns the company thanks for their attendance,
and wifhes them, as well as the whole tribe, health
and long life.

Thefe fmoking rites precede every matter of
great importance, with more or lefs ceremony, but
always with equal folemnity. The utility of them
will appear from the following relation.

If a chief is anxious to know the difpofition of
his people towards him, or if he wifhes to fettle
any difference between them, he announces his
intention of opening his medicine-bag and fmo-
king in his facred fRem; and no man who enter-
tains a grudge againft any of the party thus affem-i
bled can fmoke with the facred ftem; as that cere-
mony diffipates all differences, and is never vio-
bted. No
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No one can avoid attending on thefe occafions;

but a perfon may attend and be.excufed from affif-
ting at the ceremonies, by acknowledging that he
has not undergone the neceffary purification. The
having cohabited with his wife, or any other wo-
man, within twenty-four hours preceding the ce-
remony, renders him unclean, and, confequently,
difqualifies him from performing any part of it.
If a contraa is entered into and folemnifed by the
ceremony of fmoking, it never fails of being faith-.
fully fulfilled. If aperfon, previous to his going a

journey, leaves the facred ftem as a pledge of his
return, no confideration whatever will prevent him
from executing his engagement.*

The chief, when he propofes to make a feaif,
fends quills, or fmall pieces of wood, as tokens of
invitation to fuch as he wifhes to partake of it.
At the appointed time the gueifs arrive, each bringw
ing a dilh or pi , and a knife, and take their
feats on each fi the chief, who receives them
fitting, 1according to their refpe&ive ages. The pipe
is then lighted, and he makes an equal divifion

of every thing that is provided. While the com-

pany are enjoying their meal, the chief fings, and
accompanies his fong with the tambourin, or fhi-

fhiquoi, or rattle. The guefL who has firif eaten

It is however to be lamented, that of late there is a relax-
ation of the duties originally attached te thefe fefivals.
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.his portion is confidered as the moif diftinguifh-
ed perfon. If there fhould be any who cannot
finiffi the whole of their imefs, they endeavour to
prevail on fome of their friends to eat it for them,
who are rewarded for their affifnance with ammu-
nition and tobacco. It it proper alfo to remark,
that at thefe fea-fs a fmall quantity of meat or
drink is facrificed, before they begin to eat, by
throwing it into the fire, or on the earth.

Thefe feafs differ according to circumftances;
fometimes each man's allowance is no more than
he can difpatch· in a couple of hours. • At other
times the quantity is fufficient to~ fupply each of
them with food for a week, though it muft be
devoured in a day. On thefe occafions it is very
difficult to procure fubifitutes, and the whole muif
be eaten whatever time it may require. At fome
of thefe entertainments there is a more rational ar-
rangement, wheri the guefs llowed to carry
home with them the fuperfl part of their por-
tions. Great care is always taken that the bones
may be burned, as it would be confidered a pro-
fanation were the dogs permitted to touch them.

The public feafts are conduéted in the fame
manner, :but with fome additional ceremony.
Several -hiefs officiate at them, and procure the
neceffary provifions, as well as prepare a proper

place of reception. for the.. numerous company.
Here the gueifs difcourfe upon public topics, re-

peat
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peat the heroic deeds of their forefathers, and ex-
cite the rifing generation to follow their example.
The entertainments on thefe occafions confift of
dried meats, as it would fnot be praEticable to
drefs a fufficient quantity of frefh meat for fuch a
large affembly; though the women and child?ëià
are excluded.

Similar feafts ufed to be made at funerals, and
annually, in honour of the dead; but they have
been, for fome time, growing into difufe, and I
never had an opportunity of being prefent at any
of them.

The women, who are forbidden to enter the
places facred to thefe fefRivals, dance and fing
around them, and fometines beat time to the
mufic within them ; which forms an agreable
contraif.

With refped to their divifions of time, they

compute the length of their journies by the numM

ber of nights paffed in performing them; and they
divide the year by the fucceffion of moons. In
this calculation, however, they are not altogether

correa, as they cannot account for the odd days.
The names which they give to the moons are

defcriptive of the feveral feafons.

May . . Atheiky o Pifhim. . Frog-Moon.

June . . Oppinu o Pifhir. . . TheMoon in which

birds begin to Iay
their eggs.

July
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July

A GENERAL HISTORY
Aupafcen o Pifhim.

Auguf. Aupahou o Pifhim. . .

September Waikifcon o Pifhim.

O8tober Wifac o Pifhim.
November Thithigon Pewai o Pifhim

Kufkatinavoui o Pifhim
December Pawatchicananafis o Pifhim.

.o

January Kufhapawafticanum o Pifhim Extreme coId Moon.
February Kichi Pifhim. . . Big Moon; fome

fay, Old Moon.
March Mickyfue Pifhim. . Eagle Moon.
April Nifcaw o Pifhim. . . Goofe-Moon.

Thefe people know the medicinal virtues of
tnany herbs and fimples, and apply the roots of
plants and the bark of trees with fuccefs. But the
conjurers, who monopolize the medical fcience,
find it neceffary to blend myftery with their art,
and do not communicate their knowledge. Their
materia medica they adminifter in the form of pur-
ges and clyfters; but the remedies and furgical ope'-
rations are fuppofed to derive much of their effed
from magic and incantation. When a blifter
rifes in the foot from the froft, the chaffing of the
fhoe, &c. they immediately open it, and apply
the heated blade of a knife to the part, which

painful

The Moon when
birds caif their
feathers.'

The Moon when
the young birds
begin to fly.

The Moon when
themoofe-deercaft
their horns.

The Rutting-Moon.
Hoar-Froif-Moon.
Ice-Moon.
Whirlwind-Moon.
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painful as it may be, is found to be efficacious.
A fharp flint ferves them as a lancet for letting
blood, as well as for fcarification in bruifes and
fwellings. For fprains, the dung of an animal juif
killed is confidered as the befi remedy. They
are very fond of European medicines, though they

are ignorant of their application : and thofe arti-
cles form a confiderable part of the European traf-
fic with them.

Among their various fuperifitions, they believe
that the vapour which is feen to hover over moit and

fwampy places, is the fpirit of fome perfon lately
dead. They alfo fancy another fpirit which ap-
pears, in the fhape of a man, upon the trees near
the lodge of a perfon deceafed, whofe property has

not been interred with them. He is reprefented
as bearing a gun in his hand, and it is believed
that he does not return to his rent, till the pro-

perty that has been withheld from the grave has

been facrificed to it.

Examples of the Knisteneaux and Algon-

quin Tongues.

Knifleneaux. Algonquin.

Good Spirit - Ki jai Manitou Ki jai Manitou.

Evil Spirit Matchi Manitou - Matchi Manitou.

Man - - Ethini - - Inini,

Woman - Efquois - - Ich-quois.

T Male
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Knifteneaux.

Male - - he

Female - -Non-ge

Infant - -A'wafl

Head - - tiqi
Forehead - Es caa
Hair - -Wes ty

Eyes - Es kis

Nofe - -Ofkiwir

Noftrils - Oo tith
Mouth - - toun
My teeth - - pit
Tongue - -Otaitha

Beard - -Michitc

Brain - With i
Ears - - tow

Neck - - qui

Throat - - kot
Arms - - nik
Fingers - Che ch
Nails- - Wos k
Side - O's fpi
My back - No pis
My belly - -Natta

Thighs - - pov
My knees No che
Legs - -Nofk

Heart - - thea
.Mv father - Noo ta
My mother - Nigah
My boy tfon) - Negouf
My giri (daughter) Netanis
Mv brother, elder Ni ftefi
My fifter,elder -Ne mî
My grandfather -Ne moc

y grandmother N' o k

w - -

nfe - -

ifh -

uoin -

tick -

-ky -

och -

n - -

ee go mow

tah -

ni - -

une -

tip -

eegie -

ow -

tas gy -

ee -
os fia

gy
quan

r-
m -
quoin

wie
wei
is -

s -

nah.

Algonquin.
Aquoifi.
Non-genfe.
Abi nont-chen.
O'chiti-goine.
O catick.
Wineffis.
Ofkingick.
O'chengewane.
Ni-de-ni-guom.
O tonne.
Nibit.
O-tai-na-ni.
Ornichitonn.
Aba-e winikan..
O-ta wagane.
O'quoi gan.
Nigon dagane.
O nic.
Ni nid gines.
Os-kenge.
Opikegan.
Ni-pi quoini.,
Ni my fat.
Obouame.
Ni gui tick.
Ni gatte.
Othai.
Noffai.
Nigah.
Nigouiffes.
Nidanifs.
Nis-a-yen.
Nimifain.

fhum - Ni-mi-chomifs.

um - No-co-mifs.

My

32
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My uncle - -
My nephew -

My niece -
My mother in law
My brother in law
My companion -

My hufband
Blood -

Ofd Man -

I am angry -

I fear - -

Joy -

Hearing -

Track -

Chief, great ruler
Thief -

Excrement
Buffalo -

Ferret - -

Polecat - -

Elk -

Rein deer -

Fallow deer -

Beaver - -

Woolverine -

Squirrel -

Minx - -

Otter
Wolf - -

Hare - -

Marten - -

Moofe - -

Bear - -

Fifher -

Lynx , - -

Knifteneaux.
N' o'ka mifs
Ne too fim -

Ne too fim efquois
Nifigoufe - -

Niftah - -

Ne wechi wagan
Ni nap pem-
Mith coo - -

Shi nap -

Ne kis fi wafli en
Ne goos tow -
Ne hea tha tom -
Pethom -

Mis conna -

Haukimah
Kifniouthefk -

Meyee -
Moultouche -

sigous - -

Shicak - -

Mouftouche -

Attick - -

Attick -

Amifk - -

Qui qua katch
Ennequachas -

Sa quafue -

Nekick - -

Mayegan -

Wapouce - -

Wappiftan -

Moufwah -

Mafquâ - -

Wijaik - -

Picheu -

Ta

Algonqnin.
Ni ni michomen.
Ne do jim.
Ni-do-jim equois.
Ni figoufifs.
Nitah.
Ni-wit-chi-wagan.
Ni na bem.
Mifquoi.
Aki win fe.
Nif katiffiwine.
Nifeft gufe.
Mamoud giki.
Oda wagan.
Pemi ka wois.
Kitchi onodis.
Ke moutifké.
Moui.
Pichike.
Shingoufs.
Shi-kâk.
Michai woi.
Atick.
Wa wafquefh.
Amic.
Quin quoagki.
Otchi ta mou.
Shaugouch.
Ni guick
Maygan.
Wapouce.
Wabichinfe.
Monfe.
Macqua.
Od-jifck.
Pechou.

Porcupin.

13



134 A GENERAL HISTORY

Porcupine -

Fox - .

Mufk Rat -

Moufe - -

Cow Buffalo -

Meat-flefh -

Dog -

Eagle - -

Duck - -

Crow, Corbeau -

Swan - -

Turkey - -

Pheafants - -

Bird -

Outard - -

White Goofe -

Grey Goofe
Partridge -

Water Hen -

Dove - -

Eggs - -

Pike or Jack -

Carp -

Sturgeon - -

White Fifh -

Pikrel - -

Fifh (in general),
Spawn - -

Fins - -

Trout - -

Craw Fifh -

Frog - -

Wafp - -

Turtle - -

Snake . .

Knifleneaux.
Cau quah -

Ma kifew -

Wajafk - -

Abicufhifs -

Nofhi Mouflouche
Wias - -

Atim - -

Makufue - -

Sy Sip -

Ca Cawkeu -

Wapifeu - -
Mes fei thew -

Okes kew -

Pethefew - -

Nifcag - -

Wey Weis -

Peftafifh - -

Pithew - -

Chiquibifh -

Omi Mee -

Wa Wah -

Kenonge - -

Na'may bin -

Na. May - -

Aticaming -

Oc-chaw - -

Kenongé -

Waquon. - -

Chi chi kai -

Nay goufe -

A fhag gee -

Athick - -

Ah moo - -

Mikinack
Kinibick -

Algonquin.
Kack.
Wagouche.
Wa-jack.
Wai wa be gou nogel.
Nochena pichik.
Wi-afs.
Ani-moufe.
Me-guiffis.;
Shi-fip.
Ka Kak.
Wa-pe-fy.
Miflifray.
Ajack.
Pi-na-fy.
Nic kack.
Woi wois.
Pos-ta-kifk.
Pen ainfe.
Che qui bis.
O mi-mis.
Wa Weni.
Kenongé.
Na me bine.
Na. Maiu.
Aticaming.
Oh-ga.
Ki-cons.
Wa qnock.
O nidj-igan.
Na Men Goufe.
A cha kens chaque.
O ma ka ki.
A mon.
Mi-ki-nack.
Ki nai bick.

Aw
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Awl
Needle -

Fire Steel -
Fire wood
Cradle -

Dagger -
Arrow .

Fifh Hook
Ax - -

Ear-bob -
Comb -

Net -
Tree -
Wood -
Faddle -
Canoe -
Birch Rind
Bark -

Touch Wood
Leaf -

Grafs -

Rafpberries
Strawberries
Afhes -

Fire -

Grapes ·
Fog -

Mud
Currant -

Road -

Winter -

Ifland -

Lake -

Sun
Mooa -

135
Kninleneaux. Algonquin.

- Ofcajick - - Ma-gofe,
- Saboinigan - Sha-bo-ni-gan.

- Appet - - Scoutecgan.

- Mich-tah - - Miffane.

Teckinigan - Tickina-gan.
- Ta comagau - Na-ba-ke-gou-man.

- Augufk or Atouche Mettic ka nouins.

- Quofquipichican Maneton Miquifcane.
- Shegaygan - - Wagagvette.

- Chi-kifebifocn - Na be chi be foun.

- Sicahoun - - Pin ack wan.

- Athabe - AfTap.
- Miítick - - Miti-coum.

Mitick - - Mitic.

- Aboi - - Aboui.

- Chiman - - S-chiman.

- Wafquoi - - Wig nafs.

- Wafquoi - - On-na-guege.

Poufagan - - Sa-ga-tagan.

- Nepefhah - Ni-biche.

- Mafquofi - - Mafquofi.

- Mifqui-meinac - Mifqui meinac.

- O-tai-e minac - O'-tai-e minae.
- Pecouch - - Pengoui.

- Scou tay - - Scou tav.

· Shomenac - Shomenac.

- Pakifhihow - A Winni.

- Afus ki - - A Shifli.

- Kifijiwin - - Ki il chi woin.

- Mefcanah - Mickanan.

- Pipoun - - Pipone.

- Minittick - - Minifs.
- Sagayigan - Sagayigan.

Pifim - · Kijis.

- Tibifca pefim (the
night Suii - Dibic kjifs.
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Knifteneaux. Algonquin.
Day Kigigah - Kigi gatte.
Night - Tibifca - Dibic kawte.
Snow - Counah - So·qui po.
Rain Kimiwoin - Ki mi woini.
Drift · - Pewan - Pi woine.

Hail - - Shes eagan . Me qua menfan.
Ice - - Mefquaming Me quam.
Frof - - Aquatin - Gas-ga-tin.
Mifi - Picafyow An-quo-et.
Water - Nepec - Ni-pei.

World - Meffe afky ( all the
earth) - - Miffi achaki.

Mountain - Wachee - - 'Watchive.
Sea - - Kitchi kitchi ga Kitchi-kitchi ga

ming - - ming.

Morning - - Kequifliepe - Ki-ki-jep.
Mid-day - - Abetah qui1heik Na ock quoi.
Portage - Unygam - - Ouni-gam.
Spring - - Menoufcaming Mino ka ming.

River - Sipee - - Sipi.
Rapid - - Bawafaick - Ba wetick.
Rivulet Sepeefis - - Sipi wes chin.
Sand - - Thocaw - - Ne-gawe.

Earth - - Afkee - - Ach ki.

Star - - Attack - - Anang.

Thunder - - Tithufeu - - Ni mi ki.
Wind - - Thoutin - - -No tine.

Calm - - Athawoflin - A-no-a-tine.

Heat - - Q.ifhipoi · Aboycé.
Evening - - Ta kafhiké - O'n-a guche.
North - - Kiwoitin - - Ke woitinak.

South - - Sawena wooft - Sha-wa-na-wang.

Eaf - - Cofhawcaftak - Wa-ba-no-notine.
Weft -« Paquifimow - Panguis-chi-mo.
To-morrow Wabank - - Wa-bang.

Bone
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Knifleneaux.

Bone
Broth
Feaft
Greafe or oil
Marrow fat
Sinew -

Lodge -

Bed
Within -

Door
Difh -

Fort -

Sledge
Cin&ure -
Cap -
Socks -

Shirt -

Coat -

Blanket
Cloth
Thread -

Garters
Mittens
Shoes -

Smoking bag
Portage fling
Strait on -

Medicine -

Red -

Blue

White
Yellow
Green
erown

-u

-m

Ofkann -

Michim waboi -

Ma qua fee -

Pimis -

Ofcan pimis
Afstis - -

Wig-waum -

Ne pa win -

Pendog ké -
Squandam -
Othagan -

Wafgaigan -

Tabanafk - -

Poquoatehoun
Aflotin -

Afhican
Papacke wyan.
Papife-co-wagan
Wape weyang -
Maneto weguin -
Affabab -
Chi ki-bifoon
Aftiffack -

Mafkifin -

Kufquepetagan -

Apifan -

Goi afk
Mas ki kee
Mes coh -

Kafqutch ( fame as
black) -

Wabifca -

Saw waw -

Chibatiquare

Algonquin.
Oc-kann.
Thaboub.
Wi con qui wine.
Pimi-tais.
Ofka-pimitais.
Attifs.
Wi-gui-wam.
Ne pai wine.
Pendig.
Scouandam.
O' na gann.
Wa-kuigan.
Otabanac.
Retche pifou.
Pe Matinang.
A chi gap.
Pa pa ki weyan.
Papife-co-wagan.
Wape weyan.
Maneto weguin.
Affabab.
Ni gafke-tafe befouin,
Medjicawine.
Makifin.
Kafquepetagan.
Apican.
Goi-ack.
Macki-ki.
Mes-cowa.

O-Îawes.cowa.
Wabifca.
Ojawa.
O'jawes.cowa.
.O'jawes-cowa.

Grey,
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Knifleneaux.

Grey, &c .

Ugly -

Handfome -

Beautiful -

Deaf -

Good-natured
Pregnant -

Fat - -

Big - -

Small or little
Short - -

Skin - -

Long - -

Strong -

Coward z-

Weak -

Lean - -

Brave -

Young man
Cold -

Hot -

Spring -

Summer -

Fall
One -
Two -

Three -

Four -

Five -

Six -

Seven -

Eight -

Nine -

Ten -

Mache na goufeu
Catawaffifeu -

Kiffi Sawenogan
Ni-ma petom -

Mithiwafhin
Pa,àwie - -

Outhinen - -

Mufhikitee -

Abifafheu - -

Chemafifh -

Wian - -

Kinwain - -

Mafcawa - -

Sagatahaw -

Nitha miffew -
Mahta waw -

Nima Guflaw -
Ofquineguifh -

Kiffin - -

Kichatai - -

Minoufcaming -

Nibin - -

Tagowagonk -

Peyac - -

Nifheu -

Nifhtou - -

Neway - -

Ni-annan - -

Negoutawoefic -

Nifh woific -

Jannanew -

Shack - -

Mitatat - -

Algonquin.
O'jawes-cowa.
Mous-counu-goufe.
Nam biffa.
Quoi Natch.
Ka ki be chai.
Oniichifhin.
And'jioko.
Oui-ni-noe.
Méfsha.
Agu-chir.
Tackofi.
Wian.
Kiniwa.

Ç Mache-cawa.
Mas cawife.
Cha-goutai-ye.
Cha goufi.
Ka wa ca tofa.
Son qui taige.
Ofkinigui.
Kiffinan.
Kicha tai.
Minokaming.
Nibiqui.
Tagowag.
Pecheik.
Nige.
Nis-wois.
Ne au.
Na-nan.
Ni gouta waswois.
Nigi-was-wois.
She was wois.
Shang was wois.
Mit-affwois.

Eleven

138
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Eleven

Twelve

Knifteneaux.

. . Peyac ofap -

- -Nifheu ofap

Thirteen Nichtou ofap

Fourteen Neway ofap

Fifteen

Sixteen -

Seventeen -

Eighteen -

Nineteen -

Twenty - -

Twenty-one -

Twenty-two, &c.

Thirty
Forty
Fifty
Sixty

Seventy

Eighty

Niannan ofap -

Nigoutawoefic ofap

Nifli woefic ofap

Jannanew ofap -

Shack ofap -

Nifheu mitenah -

Nifhew mitenah
peyac ofap

Nifheu mitenah
nifhew ofap -

Nifhtou mitenah
Neway mitenah
Niannan mitenah
Negoutawoific mi-

tenah - -

Algonquin.

Mitaffwois,hachi, pe-
cheik.

Mitaffwois, hachi,
fige.

Mitaffwois, hachi,
nifwois.

Mitaffwois, hachi,
ne-au.

Mitaffwois, hachi,
nanan.

Mitaffwois, hachi,
negoutawafwoisa

Mitaffwois, hachi,
nigi wafwois.

Mitaffvois, hachi,
fhiwafwois.
Mitaffwois, hachi,

fhang as wois.
Nigeta-nan.

Nigeta nan, hachi,
pechic.

Nifwois mitanan.
Neau mitanan.
Nanan mitanan.

Nigouta was wois
mitanan.

. Nifhwoific mitenah Nigi was wois mi-
tanan.

- - Jannaeu mitenah She was wois mi..

tanan.

U Ninety
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Knifteneaux.

Ninety

Hundred
Two Hund

One thoufa

Firf·
Lait
More
Better

Bef -

1, or me
You, or tho
They, or th
We -

My, or mi
Your's
Who
Whom.
What
His, or her
All -
Some, or fo
The fame
All the wo
All the me
More
Now and t
Sometimes
Seldom

Algonquin.

red

nid

- -Athiwack mitha-
wafhin - -Kitchi o nichi lhin.

- -Nitha - -Nin.

- Kitha - Ki.
em -Withawaw Win na wa
- Nithawaw - Nina wa.

ne Nitayan - Nida yam
- -Kitaya Kitayam.
- -Aoni.

- -Awoin Kegoi sn.
- Wa.

's -Otayan Otayim mis
- Kakitha Kakenan.
me few Pey peyac Pe-pichic.
- -Tabefcoutch Mita yoche.
rld -Miffi acki wanque Mifliwai afly.
n -Kakithaw Ethinyock Miffi Iini wock.
- Mina Mina wa.

hen - Nannigoutengue.
- - as-cow-puco.

S - - Wica-ac-ko.

Arrivc

- Shack mitenah - Shang was wois mni..
tanan.

- Mitana mhitinah - Nifigoutývack0
- Nelhew mitena a Nige wack.

rnitenah ý- j
- Mitenali mitena }Kitchi-wack.

Nican - - Ntam.
-Squayatch - - Shàquoiyanque.
-Minah - - Awa chi min.
-Athiwack mitha-

walhin - -Awachimin o nichi
fixen.

;. V
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Arrive -

Beat .

To burn -

To fing -

To cut -

To hide -

To cover -

To believe
To fleep ·

To difpute
To dance .

To give -

To do -

To eat
To die -

To. forget -

To fpeak -

To cry ýtears)
To laugh -

To fet down
To walk -

To fall -

To work -

To kill

To fell -

To live -

To fee -

To corne -

Enough
Cry ( tears')
It hails .

There is -

There is fome
It rains -

Knifteneaux.

- Ta couchin

- Otamaha -

- Miftafcafoo

- Nagamoun

- Kifquifhan

- Catann .

- Acquahoun

- Taboitam

- Nepan -

- Ke ko mi towock

. Nemaytow
- Mith

- Ogitann -

- Wiffinee -

- Nepew

- Winnekifkifew

- Athimetakcoufé

- Mantow -

- Papew -

- Nematappe
- Pimoutais

· Packifin
- Ah tus kew

- Nipahaw -
- Attawoin -

- Pimatife ·
Wabam -
Aftamoteh

- Egothigog -
· Manteau

- Shifiagan .

Aya wa -

Qulimiwoin

Algonquin.

Ta-gouchin.
Packit-ais.
Icha-quifo.
Nagam.
Qui qui jan.
Cafo tawe.
A co na o'ne.
Tai boitara.

Ni pann.
Ki. quaidiwine.
Nimic.
Mih.

- O-gitoune.
Wiffiniwin.

- Ni po wen.

Woi ni mikaw.
- Aninntagouffé.

- Ma wi.

- Pa-pe.

- Na matape win.

Pemouffai.
- Panguifhin.

- Anokeh.

- Nifhi-woes.

- Ata wois.
- Pematis.

- Wab.

-Pitta-fi-moufs.
- Mi mi fic.

Ambai ma wita.
- Sai faigaun.

- Aya wan.

- Qli mi wOin.

After
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After to-morrow
To-day - -

Thereaway -

Much - -

Prefently - -

Make, heart -

This morning -

This night -
Above - -

Below -

Truly - -

Alreaidy - -

Yet, more - -

Yefterday -

Far - -

Near - -

Never · -

No - - -

Yes - - -

By-and-bye -

Always -

Make haf1e
Its long fince

Knifteneaux.

Awis wabank
Anoutch -

Netoi -

Michett -

Pichifqua -

Quithipeh -

Shebas -

Tibifcag -.

Efpiming -

Tabaffifh -

Taboiy -

Safhay -

*Minah · ·

Tacoufhick
Wathow -

Quifhiwoac
Nima wecatch
Nima -

Ah - -

Pa-nima -

Ka-ki-kee
Quethepeh
Mewaifha

Algonquin.

- Awes wabang.

Non gum.
- Awoité.

- Ni bi wa.

- Pitchinac.

- Wai we be.

- Shai bas.

De bi cong.
- O kitchiai.

Ana mai.
- Ne da wache.
- Sha fhaye.

Mina wa.
- Pitchinago.
- Waffa.

- Paifhou.

Ka wi ka.
- Ka wine.

In.
Pa-nima.

- Ka qui nick.

Niguim.
- Mon wifha.

Some Account of the Chepewyan Indians.

THEY are a numerous people, who confider
the country between the parallels of latitude 6o,.
and 63. North, and longitude i co. to ii o., Weft,

142
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as their lands or home. They fpeak a copious
language, which is very difficult to be attained,
and furnifhes diale&s to the various emigrant tribes
which inhabit the following immenfe track of
country, whofe boundary I fhall defcribe*. It
begins at Churchill, and runs along the line of
feparation between them and the Knifteneaux, up
the Miffinipi to the Ifle à la Croffe, paffing on
through the Buffalo Lake, kiver Lake, and Por-
tage la Loche : from thence it proceeds by the Elk
River to the Lake of the Hills, and goes dire&ly
Weft to the Peace River ; and up that river to
its fource and tributary waters; from whence it
proceeds to the waters of the river Columbia; and
follows that river to latitude 52. 24. North, and
longitude 122. 54. Weft, where the Chepewyans
have the Atnah or Chin nation for their neighbours.
It then takes a line due Weff to the fea-coaft,
within which, the country is poffeffed by a people
who fpeak their language+, and are confequently
defcended from them : there can be no doubt,
therefore, of their progrefs being to the Eafward.
A tribe of them is even known at the upper eftab-
lifhments on the Salkatchiwine ; and I do not

* Thofe of them who come to trade with us, do not exceed
eight huadred men, and have a fmattering of the Knifleneaux
tongue, in which they carry on their dealings with us.

t The coaft is inhabited on theNorth-Weft by the Efkimaux,
and on the Pacific Ocean by a people different from both.

pretend
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pretend to afcertain how far they may follow the

Rocky Mountains to the Eaif.
It is not poffible to form any juif eflimate of

their numbers, but it is apparent, neverthelefs, that

they are by no means proportionate to the vaif ex-

tent of their territories, which may, in fome degree,

be attributed to the ravages of the fmall pox, which

are, more or lefs, evident throughout this part of

the continent.
The notion which thefe people entertain of the

creation, is of avery fingular nature. They believe
that, at the firni, the globe was one vaif and entire

ocean, inhabited by no living creature, except a

mighty bird, whofe eyes were fire,whofe glances were

lightning, and the clapping of whofe wings were

thunder. Onhisdefcentto the ocean, and touching

it, the earth inifantly arofe, and remaîned on the fur-

faceof the waters. This omnipotent bird then called

forth all the variety of animals from the earth, except

the Chepewyans, who were produced from a dog;

and this circumifance occafions their averfion to the

flefh of that animal, as well as the people who eat

it. This extraordinary tradition proceeds to relate,

that the great bird, having finifhed his work, made

an arrow, which was to be preferved with great

care, and to remain untouched ; but that the Che-

pewyanswere fo devoid of underfianding, as to car-

ry it away ; and the facrilege fo enraged the great

bird, that he has never fince appeared.
They
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They have alfo a tradition amongft them, that

they originally came fromanother country, inhabit-
ed by very wicked people, and had traverfed a
great lake, which was narrow, lhallow, and full of
iflands, where they had ''affered great mifery, it
being always winter, with ice and deep fnow. At
the Copper-Mine River, where they made the firn
land, the ground was covered with copper, over
which a body of earth had fince been colleéed, to
the depth of a man's height. They believe, alfo,
that in ancient times their anceflors lived till their
feet were worn out with walking, and their throats
with eating. They defcribe a deluge, when the
waters fpread over the whole earth, except the
higheft mountains, on the tops of which they
preferved themfelves.

They believe, that imme4gately after their death,
they pafs into another world, where they arrive at
a large river, on which they embark in a fRone ca-
noe, and that a gentle current bears them on to an
extenfive lake, in the centre of which is a mou
beautiful ifland; and that, in the view of this de -
lightful abode, they receive that judgment for their
condué during life, which terminates their' final
tiate and unalterable allotment. If their good
a&ions are declared to predominate,they are landed
tupon the ifland, where there is to be no end totheir
happinefs; which, however, according to their no-
tions, confifts in an eternal enjoyment of fenfual

pleafure,
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pleafure, and carnal gratification. But if their bad
aétions weigh dôwn the balance, the ftone canoe
finks at once, and leaves them up to their chins in
the water, to behold and regret the reward enjoyed
by the good, and eternally ftruggling, but with
unavailing endeavours, to reach the blifsful ifland,
from which they are excluded for ever.

They have fome faint notions of the transmigra..
tion of the foul; fo that if a child be born with
teeth, they inffantly imagine, from its premature
appearance, that it bears a refemblance to fome
perfon who had lived to an advanced period, and
that he has aflumed a renovated life, with thefe
extraordinary tokens of maturity.

The Chepewyans are fober, timorous, and va-
grant, with a felfifh difpofition which has fome-
times created fufpicions of their integrity. Their
fiature has nothing remarkable in it ; but though
they are feldom corpulent, they are fometimes ro-
buft. Their complexion is fwarthy; their features
coarfe, and their hair lank,. but not always of a
dingy black; nor have they univerfally the piercing
eye, which generally animates the Indian counte-
nance. The women have a more agreeable afpe&
than the men, but their gait is awkward, which
proceeds from their being accuffomed, nine months
in the year, to travel on fnow-fhoes and drag fled-
ges of a weight from two to four hundred
pounds. They are very fubmiflive to their hus*-

bands
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bands, who have, however, their fits of jealoufy;
and, for very trifling caufes, treat them with fuch
cruelty as fometimes to occafion their death. They
are frequently objeés of traffic ; and the father
poffeffes the right of difpofing of his daughter*.
The men in general extraé their beards, though
fome of them are feen to prefer a bufhy; black
beard, to a fmooth chin. They cut their hair in
various forms, or leave it in a long, natural flow,
according as their caprice or fancy fuggefts. The
women always wear it in great length, and fome of
them are very attentive to its arrangement. If
they at any time appear defpoiled of their treffes, it
is to be efteemed a proof of the hufband's jealoufy,
and is confidered as a feverer punifhment than ma-
nual correéion. Both fexes have blue or black

bars, or from one to four ftraight lines on their

cheeks or forehead, to diftinguilfh the tribe to
which they belong, Thefe marks are either ta-

tooed, or made by drawing a thread, dipped in the

neceffary colour, beneath the fkin.

There are no people more attentive to the com-
forts of their drefs, or lefs anxious refpeéting its

exterior appearance. In the winter it is compofed
of the fkins of deer, and their fawns, and dreffed
as fine as any chamois leather, in the hair. In the

fumrnmer their apparel is the fame, except that it is

* They do not, however, fell them as flaves, butas companions ta

thofe who are fuppofed to live more comfortably than themfelves.

X prepared
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prepared without the hair. Their fboes and leg-
gins are fewn together, the latter reaching upwards
to the middle, and being fupported by a belt, under
which a fmall piece of leather is drawn to co-
ver the private parts, the ends of which fall down
both before and behind. In the fhoes they put
the hair of the moofe or rein-deer with additional
pieces of leather as focks. The fhirt or coat,
when girted round the waift, reaches to the middle
of the thigh, and the mittens are fewed to the
lleeves, or are fufpended by ftrings from the fhoul-
ders. A ruffor tippet furrounds the neck, and the
fkin of the head of the deer forms a curious kind
of cap. A robe, made of feveral deer or fawa
fkins fewed together, covers the whole. This drefs
is worn fingle or double, but always in the
winter, with the hair within and without. Thus
arrayed, a Chepewyan will lay himfelf down
on the ice in the middle of a lake, and repofe in
comfort; though he will fometimes find a difficulty
in the morning to difencumber hinfelf from the
fnow drifted on him during the night. If in his
paffage he fhould be in want of provifion, he cuts
an hole in the ice, when he feldom fails of taking
fome trout or pike, whofe eyes he inftantly fcoops
out, and eats as a great delicacy; but if they fhould
not be fufficient to fatisfy his appetite, he will, in
this neceffity make his meal of the fifh in its raw
fcate; but, thofe whom I faw, preferred to drefs their

viauals
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viEiuals when circumifances admitted the neceffary
preparation. When they are in that part of their
country which does not produce a fufficient quan-
tity of wood for fuel, they are reduced to the fame
exigency, though they generally dry their meat in
the fun.*

The drefs of the women differs from that of the
men. Their ieggins are tied below the knee; and
their coat or fiift is wide, hanging down to the
ancle, and is tucked up at pleafure by means of a
belt, which is faftened round the waift. Thofe
who have children have thefe garments made very

* The provifion called Pemican, on which the Chepewyans,
as well as the other favages of this country, chiefly fubfift in
their journies, is prepared in the following manner. The lean
parts of th fiefh of the larger animals are cut in thin flices, and
are placed on a wooden grate over a flow fire, or expofed to
the fun, and fometimes to the froft. Thefe operations dry it,
and in tha: iate it is pounded between two ftones : it will then
keep with care for feveral vears. If, however, it is kept in
large quantitigit is difpofed to ferment in the fpring of the year
when it muft be expofed to the air, or it will foon decay. The
infide fat, and that of the rump, which is much thicker in
thefe wild than our domefiic animals, is melted down and
nixed, in a boiling fiate, with the pounded meat, in equal pro-
poitions : it is then put in bafkets or bags foc the convenience
of carrying it. Thus it becomes a nutritious food, and is eaten,
without any further preparation, or the addition of fpice, falt,
or any vegetable or farinaceous fubltance. A little tie recon-
ciles it to the palate. There is another fort made with the ad-
dition of marrow and dried berries, which is of a fuperior
quality.

X 2 full
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full about the fhoulders, as when they are travelling
they carry their infants upon their backs, next their
fkin, in which fituation they are perfe&ly comfor-
table and in a pofition convenient to be fuckled.
Nor do they difcontinue to give their milk to
them till they have another child. Child-birth is
not the objeé of that tender care and ferious atten-
tion among the favages as it is among civilifed
people. At this period no part of their ufual oc-
cupation is omitted, and this continual and regu-
lar exercife muft contribute to the welfare of the
mother, both in the progrefs of parturition and in
the moment of delivery. The women have a fin-
gular cuftom of cutting off a fmall piece of the
navel -string of the new - born children, and hang
it about their necks: they are alfo curious in the
covering they make for it, which they decorate with
porcupine's quills and beads.

Though the women are as much in the power
of the men, as any other articles of tlgr property,
they are always confulted, and poffefsN a very con-
fiderable influence in the traffic with Europeans,
and other important concèrns.

Plurality of wives is common among them, and
the ceremony of marriage is of a very fimple nature.
The girls are betrothed at very early period to
thofe whom the parents think the beft able to fup-
port them: nor is the inclination of the woman
confidered. Whenever a feparation takes place,

which
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which fometimes happens, it depends entirely on
the will and pleafure of the hufband. In common
with the other Indians of this country, they have a
cUftom refpeding the periodical ftate of a woman,
which is rigoroufly obferved : at that time fhe muft
feclude herfelf from fociety. They are not even
allowed in that fituation to keep the fame path as
the men, when travelling : and it is confidered a
great breach of decency for a woman fo cir-
cumfanced to touch any utenfils of manly occu-
pation. Such a circumifance is fuppofed to defile
them, fo that their fubfequent ufe would be fol-
lowed by certain mifchief or misfortune. There
are particular fkins which the women never touch,
as of the bear and wolf; and thofe animals the
men are feldom known to kill.

They are not remarkable for their a&ivity as
hunters, which is owing to the eafe with which
they fnare deer and fpear fifh : and thefe occupa-
tions are not beyond the ftrength of their old men,
women, and boys : fo that they participate in thofe
laborious occupations, which among their neigh-
bours, are confined to the women. They make
war on the Efquimaux, who cannot refiR their
fuperior numbers, and put them to death, as it is a
principle with them never to make prifoners. At
the fame time they tamely fubmit to the Knifne.
neaux, who are not fo numerous as themfeives,
when they treat them as enemies.

They
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They do not affile that cold referve at meeting,
either among themfelves or ifrangers, which is com-
mon with the Knifteneaux, but communicate mu-
tually, and at once; all the informaton ofwhich they
are poffeffed. Nor are they roufed like then from
an apparent torpor toa ftate of great aéivity. They
are confequently more uniform in this refped,
though they are of a very perfevering difpofition
when their interefi is concerned.

As thefe people are not addiéted to fpirituous
liquors, they have a regular and uninterrupted ufe
of their underftanding, which is always direéied to
the advanicement of their own interefn; and this
difpofition, as may be readily imagined,. fometimes
occafions them to be charged with fraudulent ha-
bits. They will fubmit with patience to the feve-
refi treatment, when they are confcious that they
deferve it, but will never forget or forgive any
wanton or uhneceffary rigour. A moderate con-
du& I never found to fail, nor do I hefitate to re-
prefent them, altogether, as the moif peaceable
tribe of Indians known in North America.

There are conjurers and high-priefts, but I was
not prefent at any of their ceremonies; though
they certainly operate in an extraordinary manner
on the imaginations of the people in the cure of
diforders. Their principal maladies are, rheuma-
tic pains, the flux and confumption. The venereal
complaint is very common; but though its progrefs

is
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is flow, it gradually undermines the confitution, and
brings on premature decay. They have recourfe
to fuperfition for their cure, and charms are their
only remedies, except the bark of the willow,
which being burned and reduced to powder, is
flrewed upon green wounds and ulcers, and places
contrived for promoting perfpiration. Of the ufe
of fimples and plants they have no knowledge.;
nor can it be expeéed, as their country does not
produce them.

Though they have enjoyed fo long an intercourfe
with Europeans, their coyntry is fo barren, as not
to be capable of producing the ordinary neceffaries
naturally introduced by fuch a communication;
and they continue, in a great meafure, their own in-
convenient and awkward modes of taking their
game and preparing it when taken. Sometimes
they drive the deer into the fmall lakes, where they

fpear them, or force them into inclofures, where the
bow and arrow are employed againft them. Thefe
animals are alfo taken in fnares made of kin. In
the former inntance the game is divided among
thofe who have been engaged in the purfuit of it.
In the latter it is confidered as private property;
neverthelefs, any unfuccefsful hunter paffing by,
may take a deer fo caught, leaving the head, fkin,
and faddle for the owner. Thus, though they have
no regular government, as every man is lord in his
own family, they are influenced, more or lefs, by cer-

tain
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tain principles which conduce to their general benefit.
In their quarrels with each other, they very rare-

ly proceed to a greater degree of violence than is
occafioned by blows, wreftling, and pulling of the
hair, while their abufive language confifts in ap-
plying the name of the moft offenfive animal to
the objeé of their difpleafure, and adding the term
ugly, and chiay, or ftill-born.*

Their arms and domeftic apparatus, in addition
to the articles procured from Europeans, are fpears,
bows, and arrows, fifhing-nets, and lines made of
green deer-lkin thongs. They have alfo nets for
taking the beaver as he endeavours to efcape from
his lodge when it is broken open. It is fet in a
particular manner for the purpofe, and a man is
employed to watch the moment when he enters the
fnare, or he would foon cut his way through it.
He is then thrown upon the ice, where he remains
as if he had no life in him.

The fnow-fhoes are of very fuperior work-
manfhip. The inner part of their frame is ftraight,
the outer one is curved, and it is pointed at both
ends, with that in front turned up. They are alfo
laced with great neatnefs with thongs made of
deer fkin. The fledges are formed of thin flips
of board turned up alfo in front, and are
highly polifhed with crooked knives, in order to

* This name is alfo applicable to the fotus of an animal,
when killed, which is confidered as one of the greateft delicacies.

flide
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flide along with facility. Clofe-grained wood is,
on that account, the beft; but theirs are made of
the red or fwamp fpruce-fir tree.

. The country, which thefe people claim as their
land, has a very fmall quantity-of earth, and pro-
duces little or no wood or herbage. Its chief vege-
table fubifance is the mofs, on which the deer feed;
and a kind of rock rnofs, which, in times of fcarci'ty,
preferves the lives of the natives. When boiled
in water, it diffolves into a clammy, glutinous,
fubfiance, that affords a very fufficient nourifbrment.
But, notwithftanding the barren ftate of their coun-
try, with proper care and economy, thefe people
might live in great comfort, for the lakes abound
with fifh, and the hills are covered with deer.
Though, of all the Indian people of this continent
they are confidered as the mofi provident, they fuf-
fer feverely at certain feafons, and particularly in the
dead of winter, when they are under the neceffity of
retiring to their fcanty, ftinted woods. To the
Weftward of them the mufk-ox may be found,
but they have no dependence on it as an article of
fuflenance. There are alfo large hares, a few white
wolNes, peculiar to their country, and feveral kinds
of foxes, with white and grey partridges, &c. The

beaver and moofedeer they do not find till they
come within 6o. degrees North latitude; and the
buffalo is hill further South. That animal is known
to frequent an higher latitude to the Weftward of

Y their
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their country. Thefe people bring pieces of beau-
tiful variegated marble, which are found on the
furface of the earth. It is eafily worked, bears a
fine polifh, and hardens with time; it endures heat,
and is manufaéured into pipes or calumets, as they
are very fond of fmoking tobacco; a luxury which
the Europeans communicated to them.

Their amufements or recreations are but few.
Their mufic is fo inharmonious, and their dancing
fo awkward, that they might be fuppofed to be
afhamed of both, as they very feldom pra&ife
either. They alfo fhoot at marks, and play at the
games common among them; but in fat they pre-
fer fleeping to either; and the greater part of their
time is paffed in procuring food, and refting from
the toil neceffary to obtain it

They are alfo of a querulous difpofition, and are
continually making complaints ; which they exprefs
by a conftant repetition of the word eduzy, " it is
hard, " in a whining and plaintive tone of voice.

They are fuperftitious in the extreme, and almoft
every aétion of their lives, however trivial, is more
or lefs influenced by fome whimfical notion. i ne-
ver obferved that they had any particular form of
religious worfhip; but as they believe in a good
and evil fpirit, and a ftate of future rewards and.
punifiments, they cannot be devoid of religious
impreflions. At the fame time they manifeft a de-

cided
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cided unwillingnefs to make any conmrnications
on the fubje&.

The Chepewyans have been accufed of abandon-
ing their aged and infirm people to perifh, and of
not burying their dead; but thefe are melancholy
neceffities, which proceed from their wandering way
of life. They are by no means univerfal, for it is
within my knowledge, that a man, rendered help
lefs by the palfy, was carried about for many years,
with the greateif tendernefs and attention, till he
died a natural death. That they fhould not bury
their dead in their own country cannot be imputed
to them as a cuftom arifing from a favage infenfi-
bility, as they inhabit fuch high latitudes that the
ground never thaws; but it is well known, that
when they are in the woods, they cover their dead
with trees. Befides, they manifeif no common
refpe& to the memory of their departed friends, by
a long period of mourning, cutting off their hair,
and never making ufe of the property of the decea-
fed. Nay, they frequently deftroy or facrifice their
own, as a token of regret and forrow.

If there be any people who, from the barren ifate
of their country, might be fuppofed to be cannibals
by nature, thefe people, from the difficulty they, at
times, experience in procuring food, might be lia-

ble to that imputation. But, in all my knowledge
of them, I never was acquainted with one inftance

of that difpofition; nor among all the natives which
y
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I met with in a route of five thoufand miles, did I
fee or hçar of an example of cannibalifm, but fuch
as arofe from that irrefiftible neceffity, which has
been known to impel even the moft civilifed people
to eat each other.

Examples of the Chepewyan Tongues.

Man -

Woman -

'Young man
Young woman
My fon -
My daughter
My hufband
My wife -
My brother
My father -

My mother
My grandfather
Me or my -

I· -

You
They -

Head
Hand -

Leg -

Foot
Eyes
Teeth
Side -

Belly

Dinnie.
Chequois.
Quelaquis.
Quelaquis chequoi.
Zi,azay.
Zi lengay.
Zi dinnie.
Zi zayunai.
Zi raing.
Zi tah.
Zi nah.
Zi unai.
See.
Ne.
Num.
Be.
Edthie.
Law.
Edthen.
Cuh.
Nackhay.
Goo.
E ac-hey.
Bitt.

Tongue
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Tongue
Hair .

Back - -

Blood
The Knee -

Clothes or Blanket
Coat .. -

Leggin -

Shoes -

Robe or Blanket
Sleeves . .

Mittens .
Cap . ·
Swan - -

Duck - -

Goofe -

White partridge -

Grey partridge
Buffalo - -

Moofe deer
Rein-deer ·
Beaver -

Bear -

Otter -

Martin - -

Wolvereen -

Wolf -

Fox . -

Hare -

Dog .

Beaver-fkin
Otter-fkin -

Moofe-fkin
Fat -

Greafe ·
1leat .

FUR TRADE, &c.
- Edthu.

- Thiegah.

- Loffeh.

- Dell.

- Cha-gutt.

- Etlunay.

Eeh.
Thell.
Kinchee.

- Thuth.

- Bah.

- Geef2.

- Sah.

- Kagouce.
- Keth.

Gah.
- Cafs bah.

Deyee.
Giddy.

- Dinyai.
Edthun.
Zah.
Zafs.

- Naby-ai.

- Thah.

Naguiyai.
Yefs ( Nouneay.)

- Naguethey.
- Cah.

Sliengh.
Zah thith.
Naby-ai thith.

- Deny-ai thith.

- Icah.

Thlefs.
· Bide
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76o A GENERAb HISTORY
Pike - - Uldiah.
White-fifh a - Slouey.
Trout - Slouyzinai.
Pickerel - - - O'Gah.
Filhhook - - Ge-eth.
Fifhline - - Clulez.
One - Slachy.
Two - - - Naghur.
Three - - - Tagh-y.
Four - - Dengk-y.
Five - Safoulachee.
Six - - Alki tar-hy-y.
Seven - .
Eight - - Alki deing-hy.
Nine - Cakina hanoth-na.
Ten - - Ca noth na.
Twenty Na ghur cha noth na.
Fire - - Counn.
Water - Toue.
Wood - -Dethkin.
Ice - - Thun.
Snow - - Yath.
Rain - - Thinnelfee.
Lake - Touey.
River - Teffe.
Mountain - - Zeth.
Stone - Thaih.
Berries - Gui-eh.
Hot - - Edowh.
Cold - Edzah.
Illand - - Nouey.
Gun - - - Telkithy.
Powder - Telkithy counna.
Knife - - Befs.
Axe - · - Thynle.
Sun - - . Sa

-M n - -S-h•



or TiË FUJR Ir.ADE, &c. .i
eed - - Deli coufe.
Black - - Dell zin.
Trade, or barter - Na-houn-ny.
Good - - Leyzong.
Not good - - Leyzong houlley.
Stinking - - Geddey.
Bad, ugly - - Slieney.
Long fince - - Galladinna.
,Now, to-day - - Ganneh.
To-morrow - - Gambeh.

By-and-bye, or prefently Carahoulleh.
Houfe, or lodge - - Cooen.
Canoe - Shaluzee.
Door - - - The o ball.
Leather-lodge - - N'abalay.
Chief Buchahudry.
Mine - - Zidzy.
His - - Bedzy.
Yours' - - Nuntzy.
Large - - Unfhaw.
Small, or little - - Chautah.
I love you - - Ba ehoinichdinh.
I hate you - - Bucnoinichadinh hillay.
I am to be pitied - Eft-chouneft-hinay.
My relation - - Sy lod, innay.
Give me water - Too hanniltu.
Give me meat - - Beds-hanniltu.
Give me fifh - - Sloeeh anneltu.
Give me meat to eat - Bid Barheether.
Give me water to drink To Barhithen.
Is it far off - - Netha uzany.
Is it near - - Nilduay uzany.
It is not far - - Nitha-hillai.
It is not near - - Nilduay.
Ziow many - Etlaneldey.

What

B.



A GÈNERAL HISTORY
What call you him, or that - Etla houllia.
Come here - - Yeu deffay.

TPain, or fuffering - I-yah.
It's hard · - Eduyah.
You lie - - Untzee.

What then - - Edlaw-gueh.
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