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NARRATIVE

OF A

JOURNEY

TO THE

SHORES OF THE ARCTIC SEA.

PRELIMINARY CHAPTER.

Earvy in the year 1832, the protracted absence of Captain ( now
Sir John) Ross, who had sailed in 1829 to the Polar regions, and
had not afterwards been heard of, became the subject of general and
anxious conversation. A report even reached Italy, where I hap-
pened to be, that he and his adventurous companions had perished ;
but, baving ascertained that there was no other ground for this
rumour than the uncertainty of their fate, I shortly afterwards hast-
ened to England, with the intention of offering to Government my
services to conduct an expedition in search of them.

On my arrival, in June, 1832, | was informed that my friend and
former companion, Doctor Richardson, had already made an ap-
plication to the same effect; but that his offer, for various reasons,
not having been accepted, he had, in consequence, as I was given
to understand, relinquished the idea. I was furtherinformed, how-
ever, by Mr. Beverly, who had been the companion of Sir E. Parry
in his perilous journey over the ice from Spitzbergen towards the
Pole, that Mr. Ross (brother of Sir John, and father of Captain
James Ross) was anxious to find an officer properly qualified to un-
dertake the conduct of a party through America, on the plan pro-
posed by Doctor Richardson; which, not having been adopted by
the Government, had been presented for consideration to other

quarters.

I proceeded, therefore, without less of time to Mr. Ross, who read
S
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to me a petition which he was about to send to the King, praying
his Majesty’s gracious sanction to the immediate despatch of
an expedition for rescuing, or at least ascertaining the fate of, his
son and brother; and my name being forthwith inserted as the
proposed leader of the expedition, this petition, was forwarded
through Lord Goderich, then Secretary for the Colonies. The in-
terval before an answer could be returned was employed in collect-
ing information, and organising the necessary co-operation. In this
1 was warmly seconded and efficiently aided by many gentlemen
whose opinions and assistance were most valuable, and nore espe-
cially by Nicholas Garry, Esq., the deputy Governor of the Hudson’s
Bay Company, Captains Beaufort and Maconochie, Doctor Richard-
son, and George Baillie, Esq. 1addressed, moreover, on the 21st of
August, a letter to the Geographical Society, explaining my views,
and requesting that they might be recommended to the favourable
consideration of Ms. Hay, Under Secretary for the Colonies, and a
member of that Society.

It is gratifying to add, that the support of Mr. Hay was zealously
afforded; and, shortly afterwards, the following letter was sent to
Mr. Ross :—

« Downing Street, 30th August, 1832.

¢¢Sir,—JI am directed by Viscount Goderich to acquaint you, that his
Majesty having been pleased to refer your petition to his Lordship’s
consideration, Lord Goderich bas felt himself justified in recommend-
ing to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury to grant the sum of
20004. in aid of the expenses of the expedition, provided that it is com-
manded by Captain Back ; it being understood that the Hudson’s Bay
Company will furnish the supplies and canoes free of charge, and that
the remainder of the expense, which is estimated at 3000/, will be
contributed by Captain Ross’s friends. On receiving an answer from
the Treasury, the result will be duly communicated to you.
«T am, Sir,
‘““Your most obedient servant,
* Howick.
« Geo. Ross, Esq.”

This was announced to me as follows :—

“ No. 267, Strand, th Sept. 1832.

“Sz,—I have the pleasure to inclose you the copy of aletter which
I have received from Lord Howick by the directions of Lord Goderich,
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in reply to my application to his Majesty, on the subject of an ex-
pedition to the shores of the Polar Sea, with the view to ascertain, if
possible, the fate of my brother, Captain Ross, andof my son, Captain
James Clarke Ross.

] have only to add my carnest request, that you will, in‘com-
pliance with what appears also to be the wish of Government, under-
take the command and direction of this humane and difficult enter—
prise,—certainly a most arduous task, but one, for the ecffectual
accomplishment of which none is more eminently qualified.

<1 have the honour to be, Sir,
*“Your very obedient servant,

‘“ GEo. Ross.
~ Capt. Geo. Back.”

My answer was, of course, a ready acceptance of the proposed
trust. The interest and sympathy of the public began now to ma-
nifest themselves more strongly. On November 1. 1832, a meet-
ing was accordingly held at the rooms of the Horticultural Society
(kindly lent for the occasion), in order to bring the humane object
of the expedition formally before it; and in Vice Admiral the Right
Hon. Sir George Cockburn, who presided, the cause found se

powerful an advocate, that a subscription of 800/. was made on the
spot. A standing Committee was also now formed for the manage-
ment of the expedition, consisting of the following persons :—

Sir G. Cockburn, G. C. B. Chairman.
John Barrow, Esq. F. R. S.

Robt. Hay, Esq., F. R. 8.

Vice Admiral Sir W. Hotham, K. C. B.
Vice Admiral Sir Charles Ogle, Bart.
Rear Admiral W. H. Gage.

Felix Booth, Esq.

The Hon. Capt. H. Duncan, R.N.
Capt. Bowles, R. N.

Capt. Beaufort, R. N. F.R.S.

J. H. Pelly, Esq. Governor H. B. Company.
Nich. Garry, Esq. Dep. Gov. do.

W. P. Craufurd, Esq.

Capt. Becchey, R. N. F.R.S.

Dr. Richardson, F. R S.

Capt. Hoppner, R. N.

Capt. Maconochie, R. N.

C. Beverly, Esq. F. R. 8.
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PRELIMINARY CHAPTER.

Robert M‘Culloch, Esq.
J. Spence, Esq.
George Ross, Esq., Honorary Secretary.

Of these, Mr. Booth, Captain Duncan, and Captain Bowles were
appointed Trustees. The services and influence of Sir George
Cockburn, which had been so beneficially employed in aid of the
expedition, were soon lost to the Committee, in consequence of his
appointment to the command on the West India station. But his
place was coudescendingly supplied by his ‘Royal Highness the
Duke of Sussex, who was pleased to become Vice Patron and Chair-
man. Mr. George Ross also having resigned his situation js hono-
rary secretary, and turned his attention to the object of Zetting up
an expedition by sea for the same benevolent purpose, his place was
taken by Robert M‘Culloch, Esq., a cousin of Captain Ross, and
thus not less interested in the success of the scheme than Mr. Ross
himself.

It was gratifying to observe, in the rapid accumulation of our
funds, the liveliness of the public sympathy in this disinterested pro-
ject. No obstacle, therefore, was to be anticipated from want of
means, and the preparations went on with increased confidence. In
furtherance of the communications which were made by Dr. Ri-
chardson, the Governor and Directors of the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany had already despatched directions to their agents in America,
apprising them that such an expedition might be expected 'in the
following sprmg, and directing the necessary preparations to be
made for it; and now, besides generously placing at our disposal
120 bags of pemmican, two boats and two canoes, these gentlemen

suggested, with equal liberality and considerateness, the expediency
of taking it under the especial protection of the Company, by issuing
a commission under their seal to me as its Commander. Gladly, as
may be supposed, did I avail myself of so important an offer, well
knowing, from past experience, that the co-operation of all parties
throughout their extensive territory would by this means be effec-
tually secured. :

The expedition was to consist of two officers and eighteen men;
part of whom, including two good boat carpenters, were to be en-
gaged in this country,—and part in Canada,—men who should be
inured to fatigue, and well accustomed to the duties they wouid have
to perform. - From Montreal it was proposed that the ordinary
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route of the fur traders should be followed by the Ottawa, French
River, the Great Lakes, Lake Winnipeg, etc. to Great Slave Lake
from whence Indians were to be employed as guides and hunters to
accompany the party to the banks of the Thlew-ee-choh-desseth, or
Great Fish River, which, according to the testimony of the Indians,
lay to the eastward of the Lake, and might be approached by an in-
tervening chain of smaller lakes and portages. The winter resi-
dence, for which, from a reference to Hearne’s Journey, it seemed
so well adapted, was to be there established ; and in the mean while
a detachment of eight men, well armed, was to proceed in advance
with me, without loss of time, to explore the river in a light canoe.
As it necessarily flowed through the barren lands which are of nearly
equal elevation with the country north of Fort Enterprise, it was to
be expected that its course, like the descent of the Coppermine river,
would be interrupted by rapids or cascades; and these the canoe
excutsion would enable me to survey, so that, on my return to the
winter establishment, we might construct boats combining the qua-
lities requisite for both the river and sea navigation. As far, also,
as the season would permit, my visit to the sea might give me an
opportunity of communicating with the Esquimaux, and obtaining,
if not intelligence of Captain Ross, at least much information for the
direction of my course the following summer. Having passed the
first winter, it was proposed that we should start for the sea the mo-
ment the ice broke up; and, if an opinion should prove correct,
which I had been led to entertain from an inspection of the maps
traced by the Indians, that the mouth of the river lay between the
68th and 69th parallels of latitude, and the 90th and 100:h meri-
dians of longitude, we should then be less than three hundred miles
from the wreck of the Fury in Regent Inlet. It had formed part of
Captain Ross’s plan to visit the wreck of the Fury in the first instance,
that he might supply himself with coals and such provisions and stores
as were available; and to return and winter beside it, if in the course
of the summer he should be unable to penetrate to the westward.
It was therefore in Regent Inlet that the search for him was most
likely to be successful. If, contraryto our hope, no traces of Captain -
Ross should be discovered on arriving at the wreck of the Fury, and
the season should be far advanced, it would be necessary for us to
retrace our way to winter quarters; and, inso doing, we should em-
brace every opportunity of erecting land-marks and signal posts, to
arrest the attention of the wanderers to the notes deposited beneath,
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detailing the position of our abode, and the-means adopted for their *
relief.

On the distuption of the ice in the following spring, the expedition
would again be on the shores of the Polar Sea, and its researches
would be resumed in a different direction from that previously taken.
Every Esquimaux hut would then be minutely inspected, in the hope
of finding some token of the fate of our countrymen ; and the gra-
tification which the promoters of the expedition would experience,

_should even a single British seaman be rescued from his melancholy
fate by their means,-every one felt would amply repay our utmost
exertions. While, even if no such happy fortune should attend our
researches, the geographical knowledge that must be obtained, and
the scientific information resulting from a course leading nearly over
one of the Magnetic Poles, would, it was hoped, tend to console
them.

Such was the outline of the plan to be followed, as regarded the
humane and principal object of our search ; and in the event of that
being rendered nugatory by the almost uniooked for return of Captain
Ross and his gallant companions, or by any obstacle preventing the
progress of the expedition in the exact direction of its course to the
wreck of the Fury, it was still thought, in our uncertainty of the
precise place where the Thlew-ee-choh-desseth might fall into the
sea, that the coast line between Point Turnagain and the known land
to the eastward might be satisfactorily ascertained, and thus anether
step made towards the determination of that interesting problem—
the northern limits of America.

For all these purposes, I was provided with a variety of astro-
nomical instruments, including a dipping needle by Dollond, and a
diurnal variation instrument by Jones; which latter was also to be
used to obtain the effect produced on the needle by the aurora bo-
realis. Ihad also one of Professor Hansteen’s instruments, besides
three chronometers lent by the Admiralty. Guns and other neces-
sary materials were furnished by the Committee; who, that, no-
thing might be omitted which could at all contribute to our comfort,
ordered also a plentiful provision of cocoa and macaroni, than
which few things are better suited to such undertakings, and of
which such was our economical expenditure, that some portion even
returned with us to Montreal.

His most gracious Majesty, the patron of the expedition, having
commanded my attendance at Brighton, [ had the honour to ex-
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plain the plans and prospects of the service, with the means adopted
1o guard against privation, and to secure the party from those dis-
asters to which they might otherwise be subject; and 1 had the
high gratification of receiving the royal approbation of these plans,
and a gracious expression of sincere desire for the safety of my.
party. ’

Their Royal Highnesses the Duchess of Kent and Princess Vic-
toria also received a deputation, consisting of Vice Admiral Sir
George Cockburn, Captains Beechey and Maconochie, with myself,
for the purpose of pointing out on the chart the lie of the proposed
route, submitting, at the same time, a sketch of the intended pro-
ceedings ;—on which occasion their Royal Highnesses evinced a
truly benevolent interest in the expedition.” Nor was the Duke of
Sussex less solicitous to forward the undertaking, as T had the ho-
nour to receive a letter from his Royal Highness, recommending
me to the attentions of Doctor Hossack, a scientific gentleman at
New York.

Finally, it was deemed expedient, on many accounts, but more
especially to give me additional authority over the men whom I
might engage for the service, that my mission should be taken under
the direction of his Majesty’s Government; and accordingly I re-

“ceived from the Secretary of State for the Colonies the following
instructions : —

% Colonial Office, Downing Street, 4th February,.1833.

¢« Sir,—The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty having been
pleased to lend your services to this office, that you may conduct an
expedition now preparing to proceed to the Pdlar Sea in search of
Captain Ross, you are hereby required and directed to undertake this
service, placing yourself for the purpose at the disposition of the Go-
vernor and Committee of the Hudson’s Bay Company, who have un-
dertaken to furnish you with the requisite resources and supplies.

““ You are to leave Liverpool early in the present month, and pro-
ceed with your party by way of New York to Montreal, and thence

* Besides being liberal subscribers to the expedition, their Royal Highnesses
sent me, some days afterwards, a pocket compass and a case of mathematical in-
struments, as a contribution to Rs scientific equipment; and I shall not attempt to
describe the enthusiasm which these tokens of the interest taken by them in our
benevolent mission afterwards creafed, not only in British North America, but also
in the United States. It will be seen in a future part of my Narrative, that this
compass, from its extreme delicacy, became afterwards of essential service.
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along the usual route pursued by the north-west traders to Great Slave
Lake, which it is hoped you will reach by the 20th of July. You are
then to strike off to the north-eastward, or in such other direction as
you may ascertain to be most expedient, in order to gain the Thlew-ee-
choh-desseth, or Great Fish River, which is believed either to issue
from Slave Lake, or to rise in its vicinity, and thence to flow with a
navigable course to the northward, till it reaches the sea. On arriving
on the banks of this river, you are to select a convenient situation for
a winter residence, and immediately appoint a portion of your force to
erect a house thereon ; but, if possible, you are to proceed yourself, with
an adequate party, and explore the river to the coast the same season,
erecting a conspicuous land-mark at its mouth, and leaving notice of
your intention to return the ensuing spring, in case Captain Ross
should be making progress along this part of the shore.

¢ You are to take care, however, to relurn before the commence~
ment of the winter, to avoid any undue exposure of your men. Dur-
ing the winter you are construct two boats, capable, in your opinion, of
navigating the Polar Sea ; and as early as possible in the ensuing spring
vou are to descend again to its shores.

¢« Your proceedings afterwards must be much guided by your own
judgment. The first cbject will be to reach Cape Garry, where
his Majesty’s late ship Fury was wrecked ; on the remaining stores of
which it is known that Captain Ross in some measure relied: but in
making for this, whether by the east or west, you must be governed by
the position of the mouth of the river, and other local cxrcumstances
as you progressively ascertain them.

““ While passing along the coast, you are lo keep a vigilant look-
out upon the shore for any signal or indication of the party of which
you are in search (particularly at the entrance of the Hecla and Fury
Strait, should you take the eastern passage); and in the event of your
meetiog them, previous to your arrival at Cape Garry, you are to
offer to return immediately, and bring them with you to the Hudson’s
Bay settlements.  Or should you find any indication of their having
been on any part of the coast before your arrival, you are to search
minutely for some memorial which may lead to the discovery of their
intentions ; and to proceed, in the event of success, in .whatever prac-
ticable direction may seem best calculated to lead you to them.

“ Devoting the summer, then, to the interesting search- in contem-—
plation, itis unnecessary to recommend to you to make it as effectual
as possible, consistently with a due reoafd for the health and preser-
vation of your party. But, whatever rpay be its prospects or success,
you are on no account to prolong it beyond such a period of the year
{varying from the 12th to the 20th of August, according to the distance
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which you may have attained) as will insure your return to your
winter quarters before the severe weather sets in. On your actling in
this particular with due caution may depend the eventual success of
the whole expedition. On your return to your temporary establish—
ment, you are carefully to examine the state of your supplies; if pos—
sible, also, communicating with Great Slave Lake, to ascertain whether
additional stores are there collected for you. And if you find that you
can, with reasonable prudence, devote a second summer to the ser—
vice on which you are engaged, you are hereby required and directed
_ to doso; but if not, you are to return to England in the following
spring. '"

¢« Subordinate to your object of finding Captain Ross, or any sur-
vivors or survivor of his party, you are to direct your attention to
mapping what yet remains unknown of the coasts which you will visit,
and making such other scientific observations as your leisure will ad—
mit; for which purposes the requisite instruments will be supplied to
you. But you are not for such objects to deviate from your principal
pursuit, until you shall have either succeeded in its accomplishment,
or satisfactorily ascertained that its success is impossible.

““ You are, during your absence, to embrace any opportunities that
may offer of corresponding with this Office, and report your arrival
here on your return.

‘1 have the honour to be, Sir,
“ Your obedient servant,

. ¢ Goperica.”
“ Captain George Back, R.N. 21. Regent Street.” i

- -

Strengthened by this authority, as well as by the commission
from the Hudson’s Bay Company, which ordered every assistance
to be rendered me by the different officers in their territories, there
now wanted only an efficient medical man to take care of the health
of the party. This was found in Mr. Richard King, who, having in
the first instance volunteered his services, was subsequently engaged,
at a salary, as surgeon and naturalist to the expedition. Three men
only (two of whom were carpenters and shipwrights) were taken,
from England: the remainder, as will hereafter be seen, were se-
lected either from Montreal or from the Company’s posts in the in-
terior.

To present at one view the objects, purpose, and direction of
the service, the execution of which is narrated in the following
pages, it will be proper to mention here, that exactly one year after
our departure from Canada, by a despatch which had been for-
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warded with the most praiseworthy diligence by the Hudson’s Bay
Company,” I received the happy intelligence of Captain Ross’s pro-
vidential return, communicated in the following letter from Sir
Charles Ogle, Baronet : —

“ Arctic Land Expedition.

« 3]. Regent Street, 22d Oct. 1833.

“Siz,—I have much pleasure in acquainting you, on the part of
the Committee for managing your expedition, that Captain Ross and
the survivors of his party returned to England a few days ago, in a
whaler, which picked them uvp in Barrow Straits; and that thus one
object of your expedition is happily attained.

““In concert, therefore, with his Majesty’s Government {though
the signature of the Secretary of State for the Colonies cannot be im—
mediately procured, in consequence of his absence from town), you
are hereby directed to turn your whole attention to your second object,
viz. completing the coast line of the north—eastern extremity of America.
You will observe, from the enclosed abstract of Caplain Ross’s pro—
ceedings, that this, also,.is become an object of comparatively easy
acquisition. Byproceeding first to Point Turnagain, and thence east—
ward to an obelisk in about 69° 37" N. and 98° 40° W., which marks
the lerminalion of Captain Ross’s progress,—or, vice versd, by pro-
ceeding first to this obelisk, and thence westward,—it is belicved that
you may accomplish all that is now wanting i one season.” But even
should this prove impossible, and you find that a second season on
the coast is desirable, I believe that I may confidently assure you that
the means will be obtained for that purpose.

‘“ Your choice of routes will of course depend on the point where
the Thlew-ee-choh joins the sea ; on which head, therefore, the Com-
mittee has few or no observations to offer. If, as Governor Simpson
imagines, it falls’into Bathurst's Inlet, and is identical with Back’s
River there ;--you will of course proceed thence to the eastward ; or
il any branch of it, or any other river you may meet with, turn de-
cidedly to the westward or eastward, the Committee would rather
recommend your endeavouring in this case to start from one or other
extremity. But beyond this it can offer no hints. ’

I cannot conclude, however, without earnestly recommending to
you, in its name and that of all the subseribers to and promoters of
your expedition, to be careful not to expose yourself and men to un-

* The extraordinary expedition with which this despatch was transmitted is
worthy of being recorded; and I have, therefore. in the Appendix, given a few
particulars which will be interesting to the reader.
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necessary hazard. The satisfaction which we ail experience in receiv-
ing Captain Ross again is very great ; but it will be much impaired by
any casualties in your expedition.
1 have the honour to be, Sir,
‘“ Your obedient humble servant,
¢ Cuarces OcLe, Chairman.

“P. S.—As we are not vet quite cerlain of oblaining funds for a
third year (although reasonably confident that his Majesty’s Govern-
ment will, if necessary, supply them), you will be entirely guided,
with regard to it, by further instructions which will be forwarded to '
you in the course of next season, and which you will receive on your

return to your winter quarters. .
«C.0.”

The instructions alluded to were never sent, and had they been
s0, would have been unavailable. For, first, the difficulties already
encountered had by that time proved, that any further attempt by
the Thlew-ee-choh would be as rash as its result would be fruit-
less ; secondly, the hope of crossing the country direct to Bathurst’s
Inlet or in any other direction leading towards Point Turnagain,
had long been relinquished, in consequence of the unanimous testi-

mony of the Indians, as to the insurmountable obstacles that would
oppose the transport of canoes, and even the requisite provision for
so iong and arduous a journey. The whole of the streams west of
the Thlew-ee-choh, within the knowledge of the Indiaus, are its
tributaries, and are too shallow and rapid and too much interrupted
with rocks and other dangerous obstructions, to be navigable in any
thing larger than a small canoe. There remained, therefore, but
one way of penetrating to the sea, viz. by traversing the intervening
mountains ; and this, with such boats or canoes as would carry even
the very limited number of men that composed my party, was to
tally impracticable. Had I not been fully convinced of this, I
should, in the hope of accomplishing one of the great objects of my
mission, have undoubtedly ventured to remain out another season,
even though such an act had not received the sanction of the Com-
mittee.

The other points of my instructions were followed up to the best
of my ability, as, it is humbly hoped, will be demonstrated in the
narrative which follows.

I cannot, however, close this preliminary statement, without con-
veyiog the public expression of my thanks to Mr. Richard King,
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for bis uniform attention to the health of the party, and the readi-
ness with which he assisted me in all cases where his services weére
required. To him the merit is due of whatever collections have
been made in natural history, as well as of the preparation of a table
of the temperatures of animals, &e¢. &e. \

To the invaluable services of Mr. R. M‘Leod, the narrative
itself bears ample testimony ; yet I must be permitted to indulge my
own feelings, by offering to him here the tribute of my gratitude
and esteem, for the zeal, courage, constancy, and ability which he
displayed in emergencies and trials of no ordinary kind.

The men, also, and particularly those who accompanied mé to
the sea, were admirably qualified for the service they undertook, and
are entitled to my warmest commendations for their general con-
duct. Nor can I withhold especial notice of the three artillery-
men who accompanied me from Montreal ; their behaviour furnish-
ing an instructive and useful example to the others, and fully ac-
cording with the high and generous feeling which induced them
first to engage in the expedition.

Numerous, indeed, are the obligations which I am under to a
multitude of excellent persons, both in England and America, who
either gave or offered assistance at different stages of the en-
terprise. A particular and circumstantial acknowledgment of
all these is impossible; but my English friends, I am sure, will
forgive me for making one exception. After the fire at Montreal,
by which our hotel was consumed, a rumour having got abroad
. that all the instruments, &c. belonging to the expedition were de-
stroyed, I received, not long afterwards, the following commu-
nication :—

*“ Albany, April 29, 1833.

‘“ MY pEar Smm,—We have just heard of the destruction of the
British American Hotel, and it is reported you have suffered loss.
Under these circumstances, permit one of your American friends to
offer to do any thing for you in his power, by way of rErLACING any
articles at his own expense. ’

*“Any thing I cando for vou it will give me pleasure to do, on
hearing from you.

““ With sincere regard,
‘“ Yours very truly,
““ (In haste,)

*“S. DB Wirr Brooscoon.
“ Capt, Back.” -




PRELIMINARY CHAPTER. 13

readi- | Anycomment ot a letter so honourable o the liberal and public-
5 were  spirited writer would be superfluous. Such a generous act will be
Fuly estimated by every English reader.
1 To my friend Dr. Richardson I owe a large debt of gratitude for
amany most useful suggestions, and for his friendly aid in general.
The public also is his debtor, not only for the valuable matter con-
tained in the fourth Chapter, but also for the exposition of the Na-
tural History which is found in the Appendix.
Nor are my obligations less to Professor Christie, of Woolwich,
for his valuable assistance in selecting some of the instruments, and
“for his examination and analysis of the results of the observations
gmde with them. Iam also indebted to Professor Hooker, J. G.
“Children, Esq., and Dr. Fitton, for their kind assistance in different
departments of science.
Of the great and unappreciable service afforded by the Governor,
“ Deputy Governor, and Directors of the Hudson’s Bay Company, 1
have already spoken ; but I should be indeed ungrateful, if I were
not to add that their benevolent intentions were zealously fulfilled,
and theirjudicious arrangements carried into complete effect by Mr.
Simpson, the resident Governor, and the various officers in the
service of the Company. Those who reflect how mueh, if not how
entirely, the success of an expedition like that which [ had the ho-
nour to command must necessarily have depended on the aid and
co-operation of these gentlemen, will feel how incumbent it is on me
to acknowledge, as I now do, with sincere and fervent gratitude, the
prompt attention, the ready assistance, and the provident care for
* our wants, manifested by all and each of them in their respective
departments. Thus, for the complete and effective arrangements
* at Montreal 1 am indebted to Mr. James Keith, the agent of the
" Company at La Chine. At Norway House, chief factors Christie,
Cameron, Rowaund, and Lewis rendered me important service in the
procuring of a crew, and suggested whatever useful information
~ their experience and knowledge of the country enabled them to sup-
* ply. By Mr. Christie, indeed, the whole of the winter stock was
forwarded to the establishment at Fort Reliance. Neither can I
pass over insilence the efficient and valuable services of chief factors
Charles, Smith, Stuart, and M‘Kenzie, sen.; of Mr. D. Ross at the
depdt of Norway House; Messrs. D. M¢Intosh, Miles, Hargraves,
and M‘Murray, chief traders; and of Messrs. Hutchinson, Brislois,
and Clouston, clerks. The frank and hospitable kindness which
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was shown by all to myself personally will never be forgotten by
me, and is entitled to this public acknowledgment.

The courtesy of His Excellency Lord Aylmer, and the gratifying
attentions of the worthy citizens of Montreal and New York, are of
course to be attributed rather to their benevolent sympathy with the
main purpose of the expedition, than to any regard for the individual
who had been selected to conduct it. So regarded, their conduct

~ is more honourable to them, and is at the same time not the less
valued and held in remembrance by me. To express my thanks
might savour of presumption; but I take the liberty of recording

my feelings, in order that the tribute may be rendered by the
British Public.

CHAPTER I

Departure from England. — Arrival at Montreal. — Preparations for the Expedition.
—Fire at the Hotel. — Departure from La Chine. — The St. Lawrence. — The
Ottawa. —Lake Huron.— The Sault de Ste. Marie. — Arrival at Fort William.
— Distribution of the Loadings.~— The Mountain Fall. —Lac de la Pluie. —
Arrival at Fort Alexander. — Magnetic Observations. — Arrival of Governor
Simpson, and Arrangements made by him. — Arrival at Norway House. — Dif-
ficulty of procuring Men for the Service. — Departure from Norway Housee

ON'Sunday, the 17th of February, 1833, accompanied by Mr.
Richard King and three men, two of whom had gained expegjence
under Sir J. Franklin, I embarked in the packet ship Hibernia,
Captain Maxwell, from Liverpool; and, afier a somewhat boisterous
passage of thirty-five days, during part of which the ship was
entangled amongst ice on St. George’s Bank, arrived at New
York. We were received with every attention that politeness and
hospitality could dictate. The usual forms at the Custom-house
were dispensed with in our faveur; and all classes seemed anxious
to facilitate an undertaking, in the success of which the warmest
interest was manifested. The proprietors of thé Ohio, steam-boat,
offered that fine vessel for our conveyance to Albany; and, as we
started from the wharf, upwards of a thousand well-dressed persons,
with our friend Mr. Buchanan, the British consul, at their head,
gave us three hearty cheers.
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& From Albany we travelled in coaches or waggons, aceording to
ﬂxe quality of the roads; and reached Montreal on the 9th of April,
4 day earlier than 1 had promised six months before. Mr. Keith,

e principal officer of the Hudson’s Bay Company at La Chine,
bst no time in acquainting me that preparations for the expedition

-were in a forward state, and would beready by the appointed time.
He entertained, however, some doubt whether he could himself
obtain the required number of able voyageurs; and thought that
they might be selected, with greater advantage to the service, from
among the old « winterers” resorting to a depot of the Company in
the interior, which I should necessarily bave to pass. He also
«ilformed me that despatches, sent from England, had been forwarded
fo theresident governor, Mr. Simpson; who, being thus apprised of
-our movements, would be enabled to co-operate accordingly.
No sooner yas it known in Montreal that our little party was in
. Yne of the hotels, than the commandant, Lieutenant-Colonel Mac-
dougall, of the 79th regiment, and the officers of the garrison, as

-well as the principal inbabitants of the town, waited upon us, and

vied with each other in administering to our comforts, and rendering

as agreeable as possible the short time which remained to us for
the enjoyment of civilised society.

+ I availed myself of this interval to ascertain the rates of the
--¢hronometers with the nicest precision, and to make a set of
tobservanons for the dip and magnetic intensity, with Dollond’s and

‘Hansteen’s needles; whichoperations, with the numerous ar range-

fnents necessary for completing our outfit, fully uccupied Mr. King
zhnd myself until our departure.

' ?2 Neither was I without a foretaste of the anxiety inseparable from
e service on which 1 had embarked. A refractory spirit had of
#ate been manisfested by two of my three men, who even threatened
“Ho proceed no further; for no better reason than a sudden and
ayward apprehension of a journey, which the strong expressiou
of public sympathy had taught them to regard as beset with more
Mhan ordinary perils. However, by convincing them of the disgrace
#Mwhich would attend a desertion, and then despatchingthem at once,
@hrough the means of Mr. Keith, to a distant post of the Company, I
was enabled to retain their services, which I was not without bope
would, in the sequel, turn to good account. Still this incident taught
e the little dependence that could be placed on men who shrank
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from dangers in prospect and were ready to abandon an expeditior
in which, but two moaths before, they had engaged with the utmos
alacrity and zeal : and as Captain Anderson, of the 6th battalion of
Royal Artillery, had intimated the eager desire of several of his.
best men to accompany me, I wrote to Lord Aylmer, the Governor-
general, and His Excellency was pleased to sanction the discharge
of four for that purpose. Colonel Godby was equally kind i
affording me assistance; and, strengthened by those volunteers, I fel
thatl had nowa check on anythat might hereafter prove refractory.
as well as the comfortable assurance of having those with me on
whoin I could rely in the utmost need.

On the evening of the 24th of April a fire broke out in our hotel. - -, W
just as we were about to quit it. The performance of the Bohemian
brothers had brought together a numerous assemblage, prmcnpall). ,
of ladies; and such was the fury of the flames, that for many the ;!
upper windows afforded the only means of escape. Luckily, m; *
baggage was, for the greater part, removed; and thus, thoughmost “~
of the property in the house was consumed, I had chiefly to regre:
the loss of my only available barometer. The two which I had
brought from England had been damaged in the voyage, and could
not be repaired at Montreal; and the one thus unfortunately lost %+ %
had been most kindly obtained and presented by Mr. Walker, to-;‘
whom we were under many other obligations. 3

As I was compelled to hire a certain number of voyageurs for
the expedition, and they are generally an extremely superstitious 2
race, there was reason to apprehend that I might find a difficulty i in
doing so, if, as was not unlikely, they chose to construe as an evi
omen this untoward accident, marking the moment of our depar- 3¢
ture. I must own, therefore, that it was with some pleasure that, T
on arriving at La Chine the following morning (April 25th), ac- 3%
companied by my friend Colonel Macdougall, I found them far too 5} i
assiduous in their libations to Bacchus, to be subject to any l&sspo—
tent influences. - 1

Notwithstanding the alarm and confusion of the preceding night, § ;n ere

. rom
a number of the officers of the garrison, and many of the respec-  which
table inhabitants, collected spontaneously together, to offer us a last Colone
tribute of kindness. We embarked amidst the most enthusiastic
cheers, and firing of musketry. The two canoes shot rapidly *Ala

through the smooth waters of the canal, and were followed by the S“}_’egz"
: i
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5 dense crowd on the banks. A few minutes brought us to the St.
& Lawrence, and, as we turned the stems of our little vessels up that
% noble stream, one long loud huzza hade us farewell!
é‘ Both our maitre-eanét,* and the other, which was of smaller
* dimensions, were rather lumbered than loaded. Every package
" had been reduced or augmented to a “piece” of 90 Ibs. weight; and,
as there were only about fifty of these altogether, we were what is
termed * half-loaded,” and in a condition, therefore, to make rea-
sonable speed, with any thing like an efficient crew. In our case,
however, there was an unavoidable mixture of old hands and
“ mangeurs de lard,” or green-horns; and there was scarcely one
- who had failed to take advantage of the last opportunity of getting
drunk At the head of them was Paul, an old Iroquois guide, who
. was, however, otherwise invaluable, as, I really believe, he knew
the situation of every dangerous rock in the whole line of rapids
.+ between Montreal and Hudson’s Bay.

Turning off to the right, we entered the Ottawa, which (like
the Moselle after its confluence with the Rhine) for some distance
below the junction rolls on its brown waters unmixed with the clear

* stream of the St. Lawrence. On coming abreast of a village, near

+-. which stood a large cross, a few paces from the church, the more

devout of the voyageurs went on shore, and, standing in a musing
- posture, implored the protection of the patron saint in the perilous
enterprise on which they wereembarked ; while their companions,
= little affected by their piety, roared out to them to ““s’embarquer,”’
and paddled away to the merry tune of a lively canoe song. We
soon reached the rapid of St. Anne; and, having ascended it with a
trifling injury to one of the canoes, we encamped on an island in
be pretty Lake of the Two Mountains.
{  As our route was precisely the same with that followed by the
£ Company’s people every season, which has been discribed by Sir
£ A. M‘Kenzie, as well as by more modern travellers, T a minute de-
tail of our progress seems unnecessary; and it will be sufficient
merely to indicate a few of the principal places in the line of country
from La Chine to the south-west end of Great Slave Lake, from
which point the discovery properly begins. By. the kindness of
Colonel Duvernet, the canoes were permitted to go through the go-

j ™ Alarge canoe used between Montreal and Fort William, on the banks of Lake
Superior.
T Hermann, Ross, Cox, Sir J. Franklin, Major Long. &c.
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18 LAKE HURON.

vernment canal, which cuts off the dangerous rapid of the long
Sault. They were afterwardstowed by the steam-boat which plies
between that placeand Bytown, a village beautifully situated on the

heights between the Ridean and the Chauditre Falls; in which -

latter, only the evening before, several raftsmen had been unfortu-
nately engulfed. Lieutenant Kains, who commanded the steam-
boat, could not be prevailed on to accept any remuneration for the
important service thus rendered to us.

During ‘the night, two of our young hands deserted; a casualty,
however, which did not give me any uneasiness, and relieved me
from any further apprehension on their account. Indeed, the pro-
bability of such an event is usually taken into account by those who
are accustomed to this mode of travelling, and a few extra men are
generally engaged as a reserve.

* April 28.—Having arrived at a portage—by which term, it is
almost unnecessary to say, is understood a place where, by reason
of some obstruction to the navigation, it is necessary to carry the
baggage and canoes — we were kindly invited to breakfast at the
house of an Indian fur trader of the name of Day. This old gen-
tleman declared, that his feelings were so warmly excited by the
praiseworthy object of the expedition, that he could hardly refrain,
even at his advanced age, from offering his services. At one of the
Company’s posts, called Fort des Chats, 1 found my three men who
-had been sent from Montreal; and; having embarked them, with
seventeen * pieces” out of nineteen which had been forwarded by
the steam-boat, we proceeded along rapids, which more or less
detained us until we got to Fort Coulonge. The houses above this
were far apart, and the population comparatively thin; but, on my
return in 1835, I was agreeably surprised to see many comfortable
dwellings erected in the interval, surrounded by smiling corn fields,
and animated by groups of both sexes, who looked from the win-
dows or stood on the banks to see us pass.

Leaving the Ottawa, we diverged to the lest, up ‘a deep and black
stream, so overhung by sombre rocks and withered strees, and so
bleak and lifeless, that it seemed the very home of melancholy and
despair, and forced upon my recollection an admirable painting

representing Sadak in search of the waters of oblivion. It tock us ‘g%
to Lake Nipising, whence we descended by the Riviére des Fran- 3
cais into Lake Huron; owr progress.through which was so impeded 4

by fogs and bead wind, that it was not until May 11th that we
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THE SAULT DE Ste. MARIE.

s reached the Sault de Ste. Marie, at the head of the lake, and the
-« extreme point to which civilisation has yet extended.
+  Some surprise was testified at our early arrival by my old ac-
: quaintance Mr. Bethune, who informed me that the vast quantity of
tfloating ice on Lake Superior had prevented his forwarding the
- despatches mentioned by Mr. Keith before the 1st of the month; so
" that, in reality, they were only eleven days in advance of me, though
sent from England in December. My only regret at this circumstance
was, the very limited time which would be thus afforded Mr. Simp-~
-son for aiding the expedition in the efficient manner to which, I was
-well assured, his zeal would prompt him. ‘As yet, I had not one
.thlrd of the necessary number of volunteers to go through the ser-
“vice; and there were many other important arrangements that
_.could be satisfactorily made by the resident governor alone.

Owing to the scarcity of provisions in the interior, it became ad-
;visable to take a supply for five weeks; and a third canoe was pur-
-chased to assist in carrying it. Before leaving the Sault, T waited

on the officers of the American garrison, acéompanied by the gen-
-tlemen of the Company; and it is almost superfluous to say, that we
‘ experienced a reception in perfect keeping with the strong feeling of
interest which had been manifested for us throughout the state of
-New York. But the commanding officer, Captain Baxly, not sa-
wtisfied with the ordinary courtesies of polite attention, sent us a
~fmore substantial proof of his kindness, in the shape of prepared ve-
--mison, tongues, sweet corn, and many other dainties ; which, thcugh
~most welcome on their own account, were, in my estimation,- still
_~more valuable for the feeling which had prompted the present.
~* Nothing beyond the ordinary causes of detention occurred while
#crossing the northern extremity of Lake Superior. At a post called
the Pic, we were liberally supplied with fresh butter and fish by my

d friend Mr. M‘Murray, who would willingly have had us remain.
;the night with him. The inviting appearance of the weather in-
duced us to decline his hospltahty, and it was not a little mortifying,
:therefore, to find ourselves soon enveloped in a dense fog, which
bbaffled the skill of the guide, and compelled us to land.

On the 20th of May we arrived at Fort William, much to the
astonishment of Mr. D. M¢Intosh, the gentleman in charge, who as-
sured us that the light canoes of the preceding season had been

8 fully twelve days later. It was here that the large canoes were to
28 be exchanged for smaller, better calculated to overcome the numerous

=




20 DISTRIBUTION OF THE LOADINGS.

impediments which obstruct the navigation of the inland rivers;
and I had every reason to be satisfied with the two beautiful ones
which had been constructed for the purpose, by the direction of
Governor Simpson, and under the superintendence of Mr. M*Intosh.

An entire day was now devoted to the examining and repacking
of our various stores and instruments. Qur ¢ North Canoe,” bronght
from Montreal, was also repaired; for, lumbered as we were with
provisions, it was found impracticable to ascend the shallow waters
of the Kaminestiquoia without taking her, in addition to the two
new ones; and 1 did this the less reluctantly, as no extra expense
was thus incurred, and there were hands enough to managé the
three. ) '

The Canadian voyageur is, in all respects, a peculiar character;
a2nd on no point is he more sensitive, or, rather, to use an expressive
term, more fouchy, than in the just distribution of * pieces” among
the several canoes forming a party. It must be admitted, at the

same time, that he has very substantial reasons for being particular -

in this matter, for he well knows that supposing the canoes to be in
other respects equally matched, a very small inequality of weight
will make a considerable difference in their relative-speed, and will
occasion, moreover, a longer detention at the portages. The usual
mode is for the guide to separate the pieces, and then to distribute
or portion them out by lots, holding in his hand little sticks of dif-
ferent lengths, which the leading men draw. From the decision so
made thereis no appeal,and the parties go away laughing or grum-
bling at their different fortunes. These important preliminaries,
therefore, being settled to the tolerable satisfaction of those con-
cerned, we took leave of our friendly host, and encamped at the
imposing fall of Kakabikka, by the voyageurs commonly called the
Mountain Fall. This has been well and graphically described by
Major Long * and Sir J. Franklin; 1 in magnitude it is inferior only
to the Niagara or the Falls of Wilberforce, whilst it far surpasses
both in picturesque effect.

On the 26th, the despatch canoe (a sort of mail) overtook us at

the Savannah portage ; and I gladly seized the opportunity it afforded .

me of sending a letter to Mr. Simpson, with a requisition for men

and stores, and a request that he would do me the favour to make

* “ Narrative of an Expedition to St. Peter's River, Lake Winnepeg,” &c.
+ “ Second Journey to the Polar Sea.”
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LAC DE LA PLUIE.

« certain inquiries as to the most practicable route to the Thlew-ee-
* choh-dezeth. * .
While deseending the narrow and ememmbered stream of the
' Savannab, William Malley, one of my volunteer artillerymen,
slipped off a floating tree, as he was attempting to open a passage
“for the canoes, and narrowly escaped being drowned ; but he bore
the accident with so much indifference and good humour as to call
forth the admiration of Paul, who at once predicted that he would
make a good voyageur.
On the 31st, we crossed Lac de la Pluie, which well sustained
its pame and character, by receiving us with a pelting rain which
. drenched us to the skin. There was neither meat nor fish at the
- Company’s establishment, and, owing to the failure of the crops,
scarcely any rice (wild rice, Folle arvine, Zizania aquatica), which
is generally abundant at this solitary station, growing in the swampy
ground round the lake. We encamped on a small island in the
Lake of the Woods, which was literally covered with a dwarf
species of prickly pear (Cactus opuntia), much to the annoyance
of the men, whose feet were soon stuck full of its irritating prickles.
On the 6th of June we arrived at Fort Alexander, situated at
the southern extremity of Lake Winnepeg. Here I had hoped to
tind the governor, and was not a little disappointed when informed
by Mr. Clouston, the gentleman in charge, that it might be several
days before he arrived; though, as the despatch canoe had left the
- day- before, there was every reason to suppose that he was by that
time in possession of my letter, and, therefore, would naturally infer
. that I could not be far off. Important as every hour was to the
accomplishment of my plans, it was of still greater moment to me
to see Mr. Simpson personally ; and, aware of the probability of our
passing each other unobserved, if I attempted to hasten towards him
in a canoe, | preferred the alternative of remaining quietly at the
establishment, and so securing an interview which I so ardently de-
sired.
To beguile the time, the stores were examined, and the few which
therain had damaged were exposed to the sun, dried, and carefully
repacked. I also made a set of observations for the dip. The

* Dezeth, desseh, tessy, &c. being only the same word for river, will in fature
be omitted in the Narrative.




22 ONE OF THE PARTY SOLICITS HIS DISCHARGE

result was 79° 12 *, making a difference of 25 minutes from those
taken on a former occasion. The vibrations and dip were ascer-
tained alternately, according to the face of the instrument; apd 2
were satisfactory enough, except needle No. 2, reversed, with the
face of the instrument east, when a considerable alteration appeared
both in the number of the vibrations and the point at which the
needle finally rested. A second trial showed a similar discrepancy.
The reason of this peculiarity I could not divine until about an hour
alterwards, when some gentlemen arrived from the westward, and
acquainted us that they had just encountered a severe thunder
shower, though the sky over the fort underwent no visible change,
and wore the same sultry aspect as ithad done most of the forenoon.

Amongst the people who had accompanied us from Montreal,
was a tall fine-looking fellow of the name of Larke, who had volun-
teered, and, indeed, had taken a great deal of trouble to get entered,
~ for the expedition. He had passed a part of his life in the woods,
was particularly well qualified for such an undertaking, and had
attracted universal admiration by his apparent determination to
brave all difficulties. This man now, however, came to me, and
in a humble tone solicited his discharge, as, to usé his own phrase,
““he was sure we should be all starved to dgath ;” and so firmly was
this unmanly resolution fixed in his mind, that he declared nothing
should force him to go on. It is unnecessary to say that such
pusillanimous weakness was uiterly irreconcilable with an enterprise
like that in which we were engaged, which demanded an entire
sacrifice of home comforts, and an enthusiastic and unreflecting
ardour in the prosecution of its objects. I was not sorry, therefore,
that the disease had shown itself so early ; for, had it broken out
hereafter, at a more critical period of the adventure, the infection
might have spread in a manner too formidable for remedy. He
had his wish, and with it a recommendation, at the same time, to
the Company to oblige him to serve, in some distant part, the full
term of his three years’ engagement.

Mr. H. Berens, who was on his way to Canada from the Red
River Colony, brought me the pleasing intelligence that Mr. Simp-
son would very shortly follow; and as the latter gentleman was

* The results are those given by the instrument, without any correction fov
temperature. )
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gabout to return to England, without proceeding to the depot at

7 Norway House, it was fortunate that I had determined on remain-

¥ ing, though it was certain that nothing which prudence and ex-

perience could suggest would have been omitted to promote wmy
views. I learned-from Mr. Berens that the colony at Red River was

- in a prosperous state ; and that notwithstanding the failure of -the

- crops last season, meat was from three halfpence to two-pence a
pound, and eggs three-pence a dozen.

June 10th.—Governor Simpson arrived, and communicated to

_ me the measures he had adopted, as well as the result of a council
8¢, held by some of the principal officers of the Company, respecting the
POl affairs of the expedition.

Every aid, it seemed, was to be rendered to our operations; the

* stores were to be thrown open for our use; and the services and

~ experience of several well-informed individuals were tv be made
available for preventing those accidents to which our remote situa-
tion, or other local circumstauces, might particularly expose us.
Part of the stores ordered last year were at Cumberland House,
and the remainder would be there before we reached that station.
Of pemmican Mr. Simpson anticipated a less plentiful supply, on
account of the migration of the buffalo from the plains in the neigh-
hourhood of Carlton and Edmonton, the two,_ principal posts for
collecting that useful, and, to us, indispensable provision. Yet, as .
orders had been transmitted along the whole line of route up to
Great Slave Lake to hoard provision for the expedition, there was
every reason to believe that we should not be exposed to inconve-

- nience.

Two additional men were engaged by the Governor, and for

* the rest he recommended me to go as speedily as possible to Norway

House; where, by.intercepting the different brigades of boats on
" their way to Hudson’s Bay, I might have an opportunity of selecting

- a choice crew of old hands.

Two letters, which about this time I received from Mr. Simpson,
are so creditable to him, both as regards his capacity as Governor
and his feelings as a man, that, though written with no such view,
I cannot deny myself the gratification of making them public. If
they excite in others only a small part of the adriration with which
Iregarded them, Mr. Simpson will have no reason to complain.
My own feelings towards him may be understood, when it is seen
tbat he thus literally identified himself with the expedition, and,

\
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24 LETTERS FROM GOVERNOR SIMPSON.

what was scarcely of less value, impressed those around him with
the same sentiments.

“ To Captain Back, R.N., Commander of the Arctic Land
Expedition.

. “ Red River Settlement, 7th June, 1832.

““ MY pear Sie,—I am in possession of two very valuable com-
munications from you, which came to band yesterday; one dated
London, December 14th, 1832—the other at Gros Cap, Lake
Superior, May 12th, 1833.

¢« It is with unfeigned regret, 1 have to state thal imperious circum-
stances oblige me to forego the pleasure of a personal interview with
you, on your route to the scene of your operations ; but the state of
my health is so deranged as to render it absolutely necessary for me to
proceed direct from hence to Canada, and thence to England, for the
benefit of medical advice. Indeed, so completely invalided am I at
present, that in this communication I am obliged to have recourse to
dictation, being unequal to the fatigue of writing.

¢ Permit me, however, my dear Sir, to assure you that I have
perused these favours, together with the printed plan of the expedition
under your command, with impressions of the most lively interest.
Indeed, such are the humane an philanthropic views of the enter-
prise altogether, that they cannot fail to excite and command the sym-
pathies of all with whom you may come in contact.

¢« For myself, allow me lo say, that, in my individual as well as of~
ficial capacity, I am exceedingly anxious to further your benevolent
views; and I cannot but rejoice that the conduct of the enterprise is
intrusted to one whose experience,” character, and abilities have been
already so well appreciated by the British public in reference to former
expeditions.

‘“ What may be the fate of those who are the objects of your humane
cxertions it is, in the present state of things, impossible to say.  Should
the worst forebodings be realised, still the expense and fatigue of the
expedition will be compensated abundantly in the valuable acquisitions

which discovery and science will acquire, collaterally, in ils prose- °
© carryi
% most 3

cution; while the public in general, and your party in particular, will
have the proud satisfaction of having done all within the reach of hu-
man exertion for the relief of fellow creatures supposed lo be in cir-
cumstances at which our nature shudders.

¢ I fully concur in Mr. Keith’s suggestions, respecling the necessity
of getting experienced men who are inured to the fatigues of the country.
There will probably be some difficulty in procuring volunteers; but 1
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am happy to confide this part of the arrangement to Messrs. Chief-factors
" Cameron and Christie, gentlemen, who, from their experience in the

- country, and well known benevolence of character, are eminently cal-

. culated to assist in furthering the well-being and comfort of the party.

Mr. Charles will meet you at Jack River, and is directed lo give you

* the full benefit of his experience and local knowledge of the country
about Slave Lake and its vicinity. :

* By the enclosed you will perceive that the Council have nominated
four officers in the Company’s service, all men of courage and ability ;
any one of whom will be fully adequate to the duties which may de-
volve upon him under your command. Hope of speedy promotion in
. the service is the reward held out to such person of that number as may

- embrace the opportunity of aiding and furthering your views and ob-

* jects. In-fine, I wish it to be perfectly understood that all our re-

" sources are available to you; that our craft will be at your service, and
our stores at your command ; and that this letter is to be considered as
sufficient authority for you to call those resources into action as oc-
casion may require.

‘¢ Believe me, my dear Sir,
** Yours most faithfully,
«“ Geo. SMesow.”

“ To Alexander R. M*Leod or Simon M‘Gillivray, Esquires;
and to Mr. John MLeod, or Mr. Murdoch JM‘Pherson.

“ Red River Settlement, 5th June, 1833.

‘* GenrreMeR,—An expedition has been planned by the Governor and
Committee and the Arctic Society, in which his Majesty’s Government
and the Brilish public take the deepest interest, having for its object the

discovery of Captain Ross and his crew, and the relieving them from
- their supposed perilous siluation, if still in existence; together with
the survey of those unknown regions on the northern coast of America
lying between Point Turnagain and the Straits of the Fury and Hecla.

‘ The command of this expedition has been given to Captain
Back, R.N. ; and the Governor and Committee have directed that every
support, assistance, and facility be afforded that gentleman towards

"/ carrying the important objects alluded to into effect, which we arc

most anxious should be met with the best feeling, in spirit and to the
letter.

“ Captain Back will rcquire the assistance of one of the Honorable
Company’s officers on this mission; and we see none so likely to render
him the assistance required as one of yourselves. We therefore call
upon one of vou, in the order in which vour names stand ab the head




26 DEPARTURE FROM FORT ALEXANDER.

of this letter, to join Captain Back without delay and fo act under the
command of that gentleman in the service in question; and as an en-
couragement to enter on this dangerous service, we hereby assure to

you Alexander Roderick M‘Leod, Esquire, or to you Simon M*Gil- _

livray, Esquire, our warmest support towards early promotion to a
chief factorship, in the event of either embarking on this enterprise,
and rendering to Captain Back such valuable services as we .consider
you qualified to afford; and to Mr. John M‘Leod, or Mr. Murdoch
M-Pherson, we hereby promise our warmest support towards early
promotion to a chief tradership, in the event of either embarking on
this enterprise, and rendering in like manner to Captain Back such
valuable services as we consider you capable of affording, besxdes an
increase of salary of 100Z. per annum for the tlme you may be em-
ployed on this expedition.
T am, Gentlemen,
““ Your most obedient Servant,
“ Gro. Sarsow.”

!
J

Flattering, as these arrangements were, and in the hurry of our
affairs decidedly the best that could have been made, I felt never-
theless that the time necessary to collect my party and stores, and
convey them into the iaterior against the obstacles and difficulties
of an unknown route, would seriously obstruct, if it did not entirely
prevent, my getting to thé Polar Sea this autumn. Not that this
would materially affect ourulterior object, as I believe the most san-
guine never contemplated the idea of our being in a condition to
afford succour to Captain Ross and his much-enduring party before
the summer of 1834. Yet for many reasqns it was desirable that
the situation and nearest route to the river Thlew-ee-choh, and
thence to the sea, should be discovered, if practicable, by the time
the laden bateaux should get to Slave Lake ; more especially as it
would tend to encourage the men, who, generally speaking, are
always more or less nervous on new ground.

After the departure of Mr. and Mrs. Simpson, I prepared to
leave Fort Alexander—to the great delight of the voyageurs, who
had been so tormented by the mosquitoes that they longed to get to

the cool breezes of Lake Winnipeg, and indulge in the luxury of an -

undisturbed nap. My companion Mr. King, among others, was se-
verely punished, to his no little disappointment,—as, being indiffe-

rent to the attacks of English insects of every description, he had |
fondly imagined he should be invulnerable to those of America. But -
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ARRIVAL AT NORWAY HOUSE. 27

. adipping in the Styx itself would not have saved him from the darts
" of the indefatigable searchers after blood to which he was now ex-
- posed ; and he rose in the morning with features so changed that it
* was difficult to recognise the friend of the preceding night.

- At4 ax of the 11th of June, we left the establishment; but the
" wind blew so hard, that we had not proceeded more than three miles
before the height of the waves, which broke freely over both sides
of the canoes, obliged us to encamp. But few birds of any kind
were seen; and though I remembered that on a former occasion the
wild pigeons were very numerous, yet none were now found near
+ the fort, though the cleared land around the Red River colony, not
- more than a day’s march off, was said to swarm with them. On

- the 12th and following day we made considerable progress. The

- weather afterwards became unsettled and stormy. Geese, ducks,
plover, gulls, and tern, were seen sparingly scattered along the east
shore of the lake, which, unlike the mountains to the north, which
are limestone, > is composed of smooth and rounded granitic rocks
of little altitude, intervening between low banks, with sand, and
skirted by a swampy country behind. From the different ridges of
sand in the bays between the rocks, and the increase of vegetation on
them, I concluded that the shore was gradually gaining on the
water; and this opinion seems confirmed by the fact that the Com-
_ pany has been obliged to change the situation of Old Norway House,
. on the opposite side, owing to the rapidly progressive advance of
" the water there. In fact, it has so undermined and washed away
* the banks, as to have arrived within a few feet of a building, the
distance of which from the edge of the lake in 1819 was upwards of
three hundred yards. Few pelicans were noticed; and as these
birds are faithful attendants at good fishing places, for which the
~ lake is remarkable, the Canadians augured an indifferent season.
On the 17th of June, having hoisted the Company’s flag, we
arrived at the depot called Norway House, situated on Jack River.
Our reception was most cordial. Messrs. Christie, Rowand, Lewis,

and Donald Ross, for most of whom I had letters from my excellent

< friend Mr. Garry, lost not a moment in tendering all the assistance

. in their power. But notwithstanding the good feeling on their
part, some trouble was experienced from the exorbitant terms pro-
posed by the men who seemed disposed to volunteer. The bulk of

* Richardson, Appendix to Franklin
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the people from the more remote stations had already passed the
depét; and those who remained, either reluctant to expose them-
selves to the hazard of what was justly considered an enterprise of
danger, or influenced by the strong desire of gain, demanded the
same privileges and emoluments which had been granted to the men
employed on the two Government expeditions under Sir J. Franklin.
Uunreasonable as this seemed to us, we had no choice but to yield
in part to their demands; and even then, it was not until I had
taken infinite pains, by pointing out on the map the whole line of
my operations, by lessening the danger and magnilying our re-
sources, and, finally, by arousing the slumbering spirit of the High-

lander, that James M‘Kay, to whom I first addressed myself,—a |

powerful fellow, and one of the best steersmen in the country,—at
length consented to be my follower. The example once set was
soon imitated, and others, more or less qualified, completed my list
to within two of the complement. Two days sufficed to equip
them; and asa large supply of stores, together with sixty bags ol
pemmican and two new boats, or batteaux, were already at Cum-
berland House, I despatched Mr. King, with written instructions
and fifteen men, to precede me to that post. I remained behind to
secure, if possible, another steersman, and a middleman for a ca-
noe, with which it was my intention to push on, by the Athabasca,
to Great Slave Lake ; whence I hoped a route might be found to the
Thlew-ee-chon, and where at all events an eligible place might be
selected for our winter residence. About the same time Mr.
Christie and several other gentlemen took their departure for York
factory, with 2 promise to provide me, if possible, with an Esqui-
maux interpreter, eitker in the person of my old friend Augustus,
who was expected from the Labrador coast, or in that of a lad of
the name of Dunning, then at Churchill, and represented by Go-
vernor Simpson as equal to the task.

Messrs. Cameron, Lewis, Ross, and myself, were now the onl:
persons left at the depdt; and I may conscientiously say that I al-
most counted the hours, in my anxiety for the arrival of the parties
from either of which it was supposed I might get the men required.

=)
5
e

They came at last; and two Canadians, former acquaintances of
mine, presented themselves, almost breathless with haste, as can- 3

didates for the service. Their merits being known to me, I made 3

« no scruple about receiving them, and directed their agreements to
be made out. In the meantime, however, returning to the camp,
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they were met by their wives, who were no sooner made acquainted
with the transaction than they resorted to different, though as it

% seems equally efficacious, methods of diverting them from their pur-

pose. The one, a good strapping dame, cu her husband’s ears
with such dexterity and good will, that he was ]
and seek shelter in a friendly tent; the other, ‘&

of seventeen, burst into tears, and with piteous sobs clung to the
husband of her love, as if she would hold bim prisoner in her
% arms. [ had therefore to look elsewhere; and it was not until the
X 26th, that George Sinclair (born in the country, and an admirable
steersman) engaged on similar terms with M‘Kay. There now
wanted but one; and this deficiency was with great kindness sup-
plied by Mr. Cameron’s allowing me to take an Iroquois belonging
to the Company, on condition that if he went beyond Slave Lake,

% he should be entitled to the same advantages as the others. *

All was now complete; and, after writing despatches for His Ma-

jesty’s Government and the Arctic Committee, letters, etc., I took

leave of my worthy host Mr. Ross, and at 2 a. m., June 28th, left
Norway House.

* The men engaged for the expedition were the following : ’
James M‘Kay . . . . Steersman.

George Sinclair
Thomas Matthews
William Matthews
John Ross .
William Malley
Hugh Canon .
David Williamson
William Rowland

Thomas Anderson .

Malcolm Smith.
Donald M‘Donald.
Morrison Meorrison.
James Spence

. Peter Taylor .
Charles Boulanger.
Pierre Kanaquasse.
Thomas Hassel

ditto.

Carpenter.
ditto.

Artilleryman
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.

Fisherman.
ditto.

Engaged afterwards.
ditto.

Interpreter.

Also the following, who were subsequently discharged :—

Antoine De Charloit. Pierre Ateasta.
La Charité. Two more Iroquois.
Olivier Seguin Francois Hoole.
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CHAPTER IL

Commencement of the Expedition. — Interview with Mr. Charles. — Wind-bound
by a Land Gale. — A Receipt for the Cure of ‘‘ Blue Devils.” — Description of
a Voyageur’s Tent. —A Land Storm. — The Grand Rapid.— Advance of Culti-
vation. — Arrival at Cumberland House. — Departure of the Bateaux under
Mr. King. — Embark in a Canoe. -—— Working of the Boats in the Rapids. —
Isle 3 la Crosse. — Buffalo Lake. — A Squall. — A Skunk. — Portage la Loche.
— Effect of the Scenery. — lnterview with Mr. Stuart and Mr. A. M‘Leod. —
The latter volunteers to accompany the Expedition. — Arrive at Fort Chipewyan.
— Information as to the supposed Route by the Fond du Lac. — Journey re-
sumed. — Salt River. — Sketch of a Party of Indians. — Description of the Salt
Springs. — Indian Encampment. — lnformation of the Natives as to the Rivers
Thlew-ee-choh and Teh-lon. — Arrival at Fort Resolution.

Juse 28th.—This was a happy day for me; and as the cange
pushed off from the bank, myheart swelled with hope and joy. Now,
for the first time, I saw myself in a condition to verify the kind an-
ticipations of my friends. The preliminary difficulties had been over-
come: I was fairly on the way to the accomplishment of the bene-
volent errand on which I had been commissioned; and the con-
templation of an object so worthy of all exertion, in which I thought
myself at length free to indulge, raised my spirits t0 a more than
ordinary pitch of excitement.

We paddled along, with little respite, until 5 ». m., when a small
speck was seen under the steep sandy cliffs round Mossy Point, on
the nprthern boundary of Lake Winnipeg. It was coming towards
us, aKd was at first taken for an Indian canoe; but as we approached,
I had the satisfaction to find that it was the the Company’s light
canoe from the Athabasca, with Messrs. Smith and Charles, two
géntlemen whom I bad long wished to see. From the latter I now
learnt that he had made every endeavour to obtain, by inquiries
from the Indians, a tolerably correct notion of the situation of the
river Thlew-ee-choh; the result of which was an opinion that it
ran somewhere to the north-east of Great Slave Lake, in a position
not far from that which bad been speculatively assigned to it by
my friend Dr. Richardson and myself. Mr. Charles had further been
informed by an Indian chief, called the *Grand Jeune Homme,”
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whose hunting grounds were in the neighbourhood of Great Slave
‘WM Lake, that the Thlew-ee-choh was so full of rapids as to make it
2B doubtful if boats, or indeed large canoes, could descend it; but that,
by pursuing a different course to a large river, called Teh-lon, such
difficulties would be avoided ; whilst the distance between the mouths
FBof the two rivers was so trifling, that the smoke of a fire made at
one was distinctly visible at the other. The chief had drawn a
rough outline of the track, some part of which I recogunised as being
on the borders of Slave Lake; but the directions assigned to the
~«rivers could not be explained by either of the gentlemen, nor was
21 able to_bring myself o any satisfactory conclusion- about them.
#The waters, however, were described as abounding in fish, and the
country in animals ; and, what was not less gratifying, the chief and
:J@#some others were willing and desirous to accompany me.
;  Mr. Charles was the officer in charge of the Athabasca district ;
.and having resided at Chippewyan Fort, he was well qualified to
};.Judge of the accuracy of an opinion expressed by Mr. A. Stewart,
‘a gentleman whom I had seen at Montreal, that a practicable route
- might be found from the bottom or eastern extremity of that lake.
He disclaimed, however, any knowledge of such a route, though
he thought it desirable that I should ascertain the fact. He, as well
as Mr. M‘Kenzie, at Isle 3 la Crosse, had provision for us, if re-
- quired; and after some further arrangements respecting boats at
«the north end of Portage la Loche, and the procuring of dogs along
-sfthe route, in all of which he cheerfully met my wishes, we sepa-~
ted, both for the sea, though in directions very different. The
Bevening was calm and clear, and, jf the strength of the men had
“been equal to my impatience, we should have passed the night on
- «the water; but they had been nearly eighteen hours labouring at
#the paddles, and I could not refuse them a little rest: at 8 40=
s« P.m., therefore, we encamped on the beach, and were instantly
- beset by swarnis of mosquitoes.
The appearance of the cliffs or steep banks, from Mossy to New
- Limestone Point, is somewhat remarkable : they are composed of
: clay, with a superstratum of vegetable substances about six feet
thick; the layers of which appear to be horizontally foliated, like
the leaves of an outspread book. In colour they vary from a black-
% ish brown 1o a light ochre, and they rest entirely on a substratum
of calcareous sand, with small fragments of water-worn limestone,
on which the lake is constantly encroaching, as may be distinctly
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32 WIND-BOUND BY A LAND GALE.

seen by the numberless broken stems of trees, whose roots are yet
green in the soil.

We started at three o’clock on the following morning, and were
soon relieved from the fatigue of the paddle by a favourable light
breeze. To go on shore and trim a mast was the work of ten mi-
nutes; but as, according to the old adage, it never rains but it
pours,” so our light breeze was soon converted into a gale. In an
hour or two we were compelled 1o run the canoe into shoal water,
to save her from being swamped in deep; and each man, getting
out, waded with the baggage to a place of shelter, where the canoe
also was secured.

Nothing is more annoying to a sailor than to be wind-bound on

fresh water. “On the wide ocean ranging,” he is more resigned

to the imperious will of the elements; but, to be stopped for an
indefinite time, within sight of birds and animals gamboling in the
gale, is a species of annoyance which quite overcomes his philo-
sophy: at least, it was so with me; so, to dispel the moody fit
which was gathering, I drew on a pair of Esquimaux boots made of
seal-skin, and, taking my gun, made the tour of a thickly wooded

swamp, which was so interlaced with undergrowth, willows, and .

filllen trees, that, when once in, I found it no easy matter to get
out again. In the exertion necessary for extricating myself my
restlessness found a vent, and the exercise soon restored my mind
to its usual tone, and prepared it for other occupations. 1 returned
to the tent thoroughly tired; and, here reclining in the full ease of
a voyageur, I amused myself with observing the odd assemblage
of things around me. At my feet was a rolled bundle in an oii-
cloth, containing some three blankets, called a bed ;—near it a piece

of dried buffalo, fancifully ornamented with long black hairs, which -

no art, alas! can prevent from insinuating themselves between the
teeth, as you laboriously masticate the tough, hard flesh;—then a
tolerably clean napkin spread, by way of table-cloth, on a red piece
of canvass, and supporting a tea-pot, some biscuit, and a salt-cellar;
—near this a tin plate, close by a square kind of box or safe, of the
same material, rich with a pale greasy ham, the produce of the co-

lony at Red River;—and, last, the far-renowned pemmican, un- - .
questionably the best food of the country for expeditions such as -

ours. Behind me were two boxes, containing astronomical instru-
ments, and a sextant lying on the ground;—whilst the different
corners of the tent were occupied by washing apparatus, a gun,




pot, whose melancholy bumps and hollows seemed to reproach me
“3:for many a bruise endured upon the rocks and portages betwixt Mon-
“#treal and Lake Winnipeg. Nor was my crew less motley than the
ffurmture of my tent. It consisted of an Englishman,—a man from
Stornaway,--two Canadians,—two Métifs (or half-breeds),—and
‘three Iroquois Indians. Babel could not have produced a worse
* confusion of unharmonious sounds than was the conversation they
kept up.
Towards evening the wind abated, and I made sure of resuming
~the march in the night; but the clouds soon grew heavier, and sent
orth, at intervals, hollow-sounding gusts of wind, the harbingers of
%: strong gale, which the morning of the 30th ushered in. The
lake resembled one rolling sheet of foam, which contrasted strongly
.with the dark slaty sky to windward : the mosquitoes had vanished ;
six or eight gulls, unable any longer to sustain their flight in search
of food, had huddled together on the lee side of a projecting sand-
bank and two crows, wearied with exertion, sat perched on the
~ waving branches of a tall pine, unscared by the approach of intruding
" “feet. It was altogether an impressive scene of picturesque and me-
~ Jancholy wilduess. I assembled the men in the tent, and read
divine service. In the evening a fire-fly was seen.
July lst.—An opportune change in the weather allowed us to
- get away; and, having passed the limestone rocks bordering that
“{.’part of the lake, we shortly arrived at the Grand Rapid, the inte-
resting particulars of which are too well and too minutely described
in Sir John Franklin’s Narratives, to require or even justify a re-
~_petition here. ’
. Some “freemen,”* Indians, and other idlers, had, according to
" 'their usual custom, congregated at either end of the rapid, with the
view of intercepting the voyagers, as they passed to and from the
interior, in order to barter their maple sugar, or, in consideration
of a recompense, to assist the exhausted crews in carrying their
beavy burdens across the portage. Many were sick, and all bitterly
~ complained of the late scarcity of animals.
" Having poled up several rapids, we got to Cedar Lake, the well-
known ¢ Lac Bourbon,” where Indian barbarity, in its most hideous

* Persons who, having been in the Company’s employ, have obtained their dis-
charge, and are living on their own exertions.

3




31 ARRIVAL AT CUMBERLAND HOUSE.

form, annihilated for ever the pious labours of the early mis-
sionaries. '

In the River Saskashawan, I was not more pleased than sur-
prised to behold, on the right bank, a large farm-house, with barns
and fenced inclosures, amid which were grazing eight or ten fine
cows, and three or four horses. It belonged to a freeman, of the
name of Turner, whom I regretted not having an opportunity, of
seeing. - ‘

At length, on the 5th of July, we entered the Little River, and
got to Pine Island Lake. The crew had dressed themselves out in
all their finery,—silver bands, tassels, and feathers in their hats,
— intending to approach the station with some effect; but, unhap-
pily for the poor fellows, the rain fell in torrents, their feathers
drooped, and such was the accumulation of mud, that it was
necessary to wade a full mile before we could land at Cumberland
House. Owing to the same cause, a creek leading from the Saska-
shawan had been rendered impassable; and dry land exteaded so
far from the house into the lake, that the fishery, as I afterwards
found, was diminished almost to nothing. During the whole of my
stay there, though no pains were spared, not a solitary fish was
taken. I was received by Mr. Ishester, a elerk of the Company,
my companion, Mr. King, who had arrived without accident, and
another person, who had been accommodated with a passage in
the boat.

The boats, stores, and pemmican were in good order and quite
ready; and, having made some arrangements with Mr. Isbester for

_our mutual convenience, and a few changes as regarded the dif-
ferent crews, I had the satisfaction of getting my two bateaux away,
under the orders of Mr. King, on the 6th of July. Each was laden
with a cargo of 61 pieces of 90 Ibs. each, making, for both, 10,980
1bs., exclusive of men, bedding, clothes, masts, sails, oars, and other
spars. Yet, with such steersmen as M‘Kay and Sinclair, I had not
the slightest apprehension for their safety, and looked with confi-
dence to their arriving at winter quarters before the setting in of
the ice.

- It occupied the day to make some alterations in the canoe, and I
availed myself of the interval to obtain observations on the dip, force,
and latitude ; the latter 6f which agreed, within three seconds, with
Sir J. Franklin’s. 1 also wrote to the Company for a further sup-
ply of stores to be forwarded with the outfit of the following season.




WORKING OF THE BOATS IN THE RAPIDS. 35

< The hope of getting sights for time induced me to remain a little
% Jonger than I had intended; but, as there was every appearance that
,’i the weather would continue overcast, I embarked about noon of the
- 7th of July, in the canoe, with eight hands; and, being comparatively
- light, we made tolerable progress.
~ On the following day we overtook Mr. King in the Sturgeon Ri-
ver, or, as it is more expressively named in the country, the Riviére
Maligne. It may with perfect propriety be described as one un-
interrupted rapid ; and was at that period so low, that the boats had
to treble their distance in going backwards and forwards for the
‘carg‘o A glance at their manner of working was enough to satisfy
+me of their capability, and confirmed me in the expectation that
“they would arrive early at Great Slave Lake. Still the contrast
between us was great; and my skilful guide, De Charloit (a half-
breed), did not fail to make the superiority of the canoe appear to
the best advantage. The cumbrous bateanxr were dragged la-
boriously, a few paces at a time, by the united exertions of those on
board and those on shere. Sometimes, unable to resist the impe-
tuous force of the current, they were swept back; at others, sus-
pended on the arched back of a descending wave, they struggled
and laboured until they were again in the shelter of a friendly eddy.
But the canoe, frail as she was, and too weak for the encounter of
'such rude shocks, was nevertheless threaded through the boiling
“irapids and sunken rocks with fearful elegance. The cool dexterity
with which she was managed was truly admirable; not a ¢ set” *
was missed; and, as she glanced past the boats, she must have
seemed to the envying crews as if endowed with preternatural
powers. We were soon out of sight, and, by wading and poleing
over shoals and rapids, at length reached the head of that dangerous
and annoying river. The canoe was then examined; and, besides
several minor fractures, she was found to have been grooved by the
sharp and cutting rocks from one extreme to the other. For many
days there was heavy rain, with thunder and lightning. The woods
were burning in all directions; set on fire, according to the account
of some Cree Indians, by their own hands, to scare the animals
. into the water, where they are more easily captured.
& July 17th.—We got to Isle & la Crosse, where I made the ne-

* A «“set” is the firm fixing of the pole against the bottom of the river, and a
alse “ set” has often occasioned the loss of a canoe.
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36 A SQUALL.

cessary arrangements for thie boats receiving twenty bags of pem-
mican, some dogs, and whatever might be further requisite for ex-

- pediting their progress. Here, also, two new canoes were at my

disposal, having been purposely made to prevent any disappoint-
ment in conveying the stores to the north of Portage la Loche, in
case, as sometimes happens, there should be only sufficient boats to
carry the trading supplies of the Company to their different posts.
However, as my arrangements with Mr. Charles had obviated every
difficulty in that respect, I had only to admire, and to express my
thanks for, such considerate foresight; and, having made the ac-
customed observations for the dip, force, &c., I left the fort, and pur-
suedmy way. .

Keeping to the left of Clear Lake, we entered Buffalo Lake,
which, among a less rude and savage people, would certainly have
formed the theme of many a legendarytale of ** hair-breadth’scapes,”
from the mischief-loving genius that haunts its shores. Few per-
sons have ever completed the long traverse of this deceitful lake,
without being favoured with a breeze that endangered their lives.
I had been caught before ; yet, from the nnruffled smoothness of its
wide surface, 1 began to fancy that we were now to be exempted
from the usual compliment. The men sung and paddled with
energy, the fitful cry of a slightly wounded bittern, which lay at the
bottom of the canoe, serving for an accompaniment; and we had
gained the centre of the traverse, when suddenly a gentle air was
felt coming from the well-known quarter of the Buffalo Mountain.
The suspicious guide would now no longer permit even the custom-
ary rest of a few minutes to recover strength, but urged the crew to
exertion , and they, ever and anon looking toward the blue summits
of the mountain with something of a superstitious glance, made our
light bark_skim over the water like a thing impelled by wings. A
dark cloud rose from behind the mountain, and began to expand

~ towards the zenith ; little gusts of wind followed; and in less than

half an hour we were in the midst of a thunder-storm, that raised a
sea from which there was no escape but by hoisting a shred of a
sail, and running through breakers to the nearest lee land.

The place was a swamp, concealed by long grass; and, just as a
spot had been found to pitch the tent, a man, in going to it, acci-
dentally disturbed a skunk. The animal resented the intrusion in
the usual way. Ina moment there was a general complaint against
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PORTAGE LA LOCHE.

,:ipoor fellow who had unconsciously brought the evil upon us was

" half stifled with the noisome odour, and threw his capdt into the

’Elake, with deep imprecations on the unsavoury and ill-mannered
- brute.

" It was the 21st of July when we reached Portage la Loche, the
Jhigh ridge of land which divides the waters running into Hudson’s
Bay from those which direct their course to the Arctic Sea. For
about Six or seven miles on this portage, the voyageurs are exposed
4o temporary but acute suffering, from the total absence of good
water to quench the thirst, aggravated, in our case, by carrying
doads of 200 Ibs. in an atmosphere of 68° of Fahrenheit. They are,

ﬁ"?t the same time, incessantly tormented by myriads of insatiable

-gmosquitoes and horse-flies, significantly called * bull dogs,” which,
delighted with the rare treat of a human subject, banquet on their
-wictims till, not unfrequently, the face streams with blood. Happy,
therefore, is the moment when the bright surface of the Little Lake
is descried, which cools and refreshes their wearied frames. In
Addition to these evils, which are common to all, two of my parly
were sadly foot-fallen, and almost groaned under their burdens,—
,;,a sight too painful to be witnessed without compassion. However,
4n services such as that on which we were engaged, it often becomes
:gven a duty to stifle our gensations; or, rather, though we may and
anust feel, there are times when we mast be careful not to express
the feeling.

" After labouring, with frequent balts, through the thick woods,
.we came suddenly upon the spot from which the picturesque and
beautiful view from Portage la Loche bursts upon the sight. A
thousand feet below, the sylvan landscape lay spread before us, to
to the extent of thirty-six miles, in all the wild luxuriance of its

" summer clothing. Even the most jaded of the party, as he broke
from the gloom of the wood on this enchanting scene, seemed to
forget his weariness, and halted involuntarily with his burden, to
gaze for a moment, with a sort of wondering admiration, on a
speciacle so novel and magnificent. My own sensations, however,
had not the keenness of those of a stranger to the sight ; and it was

. not without a sort of melancholy, such as results from satiety, that
I contrasted my present feelings with the rapture which I had for-

| merly experienced. It was, to me, Portage la Loche, and nothing
more,—the same beautiful and romantic solitude through which I
had passed and repassed on two former expeditions. There was




38 MR. M‘LEOD ACCOMPANIES THE EXPEDITION.

nothing new to excite surprise, or quicken delight; not a spot or
latent beauty, not even a gleam of light glancing across the valley,
which had not been well noted before, and diligently treasured in
the memory. I looked upon it as I should look upon an exquisite
but familiar picture—with pleasure, but without emotion.

There is something appalling in the vastness of a solitude like
this. 1had parted from my companions, and was apparently the
only living being in the wilderness around me. Almost un-
consciously I reloaded my gun ; and then, stepping cautiously along
the narrow ridge of the descent, glided siléntly into the valley, as if
afraid to disturb the genius of the place. It was a positive comfort
to hear, now and then, the hollow tread of the men as they passed
rapidly through the thicket which screened them from sight; and
when the white tent was pitched, and the curling smoke rose
through the dense green of the forest, it seemed as if the spell of
the desert was broken, and the whole landscape was suddenly
animated into life and cheerfulness.

.

July 23d.—The last loads were brought down to the water’s
edge, and, as soon as they were safely deposited, the men, exhausted
with fatigue , threw themselves on the ground, and remained almost

motionless for upwards of an hour. After this the canoe was
gummed, and we embarked near some bateaux belonging to the
Company, which, Mr. Charles had informed ‘e, might, if we
pleased, be appropriated to our use.

On arriving at the Pine Portage, I was agreeably surprised by
meeting Mr. J. Stuart, and Mr. A. R. M‘Leod, who had got thus far
on their way from M‘Kenzie’s River, with a large cargo of furs. |
had looked forward with no little anxiety to the chance of seeing
the latter gentleman, not only as he was the first person named in
Governor Simpson’s circular to accompany me, but as being an old
acquaintance, and one whom I knew to be particularly well quali-
fied for the performance of those duties which the nature of the
service would require. Indeed, his refusal to accompany me would
have placed me in a very awkward predicament ; for I had reckoned
on his assistance in many matters which could not, without great
inconvenience, have devolved on myself. It was therefore of im-
portance to secure him; and my friend Mr. Stuart, to whose
kindness and love of enterprise I was no stranger, undertook at
once to break the subject to him. But there was no necessity for

>

mediation ; for, although Mr. M‘Leod had long been indisposed, and »
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ARRIVAL AT FORT CHIPPEWYAN.

iwas then on his way to Canada, with a view to the re-establishment
‘of his health, no sooner did he see the circular from Mr. Simpson,
‘mnd learn the humane object of my mission, than he removed every
-apprehension from my mind, by declaring his sympathy for our
Jong absent countrymen, his satisfaction at see