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RETURN

To ax Appress from the Legislative Assembly to His Excellency the Governor General,
dated the 23rd ult., praying His Excellency to cause to be laid before the House
“copies of the Reports and Plans (subsequent to those already laid before the
“House) of the Exploration of the country west of Lake Superior, conducted by S.
«“J. Dawson, Esq., C. E, and party, during the last two years.” |

By Command,

Secretary’s Office,
Toronto, 16th March, 1859.

C. ALLEYN,
Secretary,

REPORTS.

RAMAAA AR AAAAANRAAANAANAANAN

Rep RIVER SETTLEMENT,
4th July, 1858.

Sir,—I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letters
of the 16th and 20th April, containing instructions for the guid-
ance of the Expedition during the present season. These instruc-
tions it will be our endeavour to carry out to the satisfaction
of the Government.

I bhave now the honor to inform you, that as soon as the
exploratory surveys, in progress at the date of my last report,
were completed, | set out on the excursion [ had proposed by way
of the Manitoaba and Winnipegoos Lakes to the Saskatchewan
River, aund returned by the Assiniboine, reaching this place on
the 29th ult. '

On my arrival I found the men brought here by Professor Hind
waiting for me,—the Professor himself having gone west to the
Souris River, aud in order that as little time as possible might be
lost, T immediately dispatched two of my assistants with eleven
men and two canoes to commence the work indicated in your
lnstructions, retaining one canoe and five men until such time
as I could collect provisions enough to prevent the necessity
of sending immediately to Lake Superior, where Professor Hind
had lefu the supplies, bringing here only enough for his own
party. We have now obtained a sufficient supply and are about
to set out.

As the time at my disposal will not admit of my reporting so
fully as I could wish on the various surveys which have been
accomplished since the date of my last report, I shall for the
present confine myself to a brief account ofP our last expedition,
and a description of the extensive region through which we
travelled.

On the 10th of May, having provided ourselves with such
Supplies as the settlement could afford, we crossed over to

anitouba Lake. There we embarked in canoes, and had a very
tedious passage against strong head winds to the northwest end
of Winnipegoos Lake; from whence we crossed by the Mossy
Portage to Lac Bourbon.

Leaving my assistants to measure the distance and ascertain
the difference of level between the lakes just named, I descended
the Saskatchewan to the Grand Rapid and examined it. Return-
ing again to the Mossy Portage I divided the party —sending my
Chief Assistant, Mr.. Wells, back by the western coast of Win-
nipegoos Lake, Lac Dauphin and the little Saskatchewan, as
detailed in his report whicht Isend herewith, while with the other
division of the party I ascended Swan River, crossed from
thence to Fort Pelly and came down by the Assiniboine.

In order to be the better comprehended in describing the
general appearance of the country, I enclose a rough sketch,*
hastily compiled from our notes, to which I would respectfully
refer you.

A range of high lands, it will be seen, extends south-eastward
from the Pasquia Mountain on the Saskatchewan, in latitude
85° 80 North, to the United States boundary line. This range
has in all probability, at some period, formed the south-western
embankment of a great inland sea, which covered the valley of
Red River, and comprised within its mass Lakes Winnipeg,
Winnipegoos, Manitouba and the numerous smaller lakes which
are spread over the great alluvial flat in which they lie. The
country, bounded on one side by this range, and on the other
by Lake Wionipeg, and the high lands to the eastward of Red
River is an almost unbroken level, sloping very slightly to the
Red River and Lake Winnipeg.

Part of this extensive tract is open prairie land, but by far the
greater portion is densely wooded. A line drawn north 75° west
from the confluence of Red River with Lake Winnipeg to Lac
Dauphin would pass through about an equal extent of wood land
and prairie. From thence northward, a forest but rarely broken
by prairie openings extends to the Saskatchewan. To the south
the country becomes more open, until, on nearing the Assini-
boine, the woods entirely disappear, and an apparently boundless

* The sketch above referred to is embraced in the general map now being
published.
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prairie spreads out on every side. The streams, however, are
all bordered more or less with wood; a heavy growth of oak,
elm, basswood, &c., extends in many places for a mile or two
from the banks of the Assiniboine. _ o

Proceeding by the road from the Red River to Manitooba Lake,

the country for the first twelve miles or so pyésents thé apipearance.

of an unbroken level with clumps of trees rising here and there
like islands in an otherwise boundless ocean. Further on, the
waod becomes more frequent, and sometimes the prospect seems
bounded by forests ; on approaching these, however, other prairies
open up, and other woods appear, and in this way wood-land and
prairie alternate’ all the way to Manitouba Lake ; although the
ground seems level it is not precisely so, but slightly rolling or
undulating. The elevations ate of every width, from balf ‘a mile

upwards, and run in a direction from north-west to south-cast ;

between them in moit places the giound is more or less marshy

and covered with low bushes and willows, or presenting ponds
growing bulrushes and rank grass. ‘The road is,however, suffici-
ently dry to be travelled by wheeled vehicles at all times during
the summer season. Sometimes little ston ridges occur, mark-
ing what at one time has been the shore of a shallow lake.

At the terminus of th&#odd oh Manitouba there is a small
settlement, and the settlers are of opinion that their land is
superior even to the soil at Red River, while it is not, like it,
subject to be overflowed. My own opinion is, that, as regards the
soil, it is precisely of the same character.

The north-eastern shore of Manitouba Lake, the coast by
which we passed, is low, and of a character so uniform that the
same description will apply throughout. By the action of the
water, or ice, or both combined, a high beach of shingle has
been thrown up, consisting of water-worn fragments of lime-
stone mixed with occasional boulders of granite. On the top
of this ridge there is generally a dense growth of wood, while,
between it and the main.lamf, an open marsh, varying in width
from half a mile to two miles, extends ‘along the whole coast,
broken only by occasional points of higher land, which run
down to the Lake. When we passed, the marsh was covered
with withered bulrushes and long grass, which, although of last
year's growth, still evinced the rankness of the vegetation pecu-
liar to this region. The stems of somie of the bulrnskies on being
measured weére fotnd to be an inchi‘and three quarters in diam-
efér.” From the miiirsh, the main land, a rich ‘al gvial soil, grad-
ually rises’ to "a moderdte elévation, and is not subject to be
inundated. Thé country bordering on the lower end of Winni-
pegods ‘Lake and the Singuissippi- River, the stream which
connects it with Manitouba, is of the same ' description; but
about the middle of Winnipegoos Lake the land becomes skightly
higher and the marshes disappear.” The limestone rock then
shows"itsélf for a short’ distance, rising in horizontal strata to
an elevation of 30 feet or 80 above the Lake.” At the Mossy

Winnipegoos Lake from those of Lac Bourbon.

From the latter Lake to the Grand Rapid of the Saskatchewan
the cotintr
places the ﬁ
a thin coating of vegetable mould over it, scarcely supports a
stunted growth of cypress, spruce and aspen. Some of the
islands however, and there are’ many of them, appear to be fertile,
especiilly at a little rapid just ‘above Cross Lake. There the
wood is of a large growth, and, although it was so early in:the
season (the 30th" of May) when we passed that ice was still
visible on the shoresof Lac Bourbon, the foliage at these Islands
was almost fally developed. -~ =~ = - o

The Grand Rapid is about three miles in length, varying in
width from 1800 -feet at the head 1o about § of a mile at the lower
end. On the south side a perpendicular cliff of limestone rock
rigses abruptly from the water’s edge and extends along the whole
rapid. On the north side the banks rise precipitously, but
present a face of rock only in certain places. ~ For the first mile
or 8o the water, cofifined in & channel so narrow for a river of
such velume, rushes down with great impetuosity. ‘The current
then gradually moderates, and two miles farther on the Saskatch-
ewan is lost in Lake Winnipeg. The total descent at the
Grand Rapid may be safely estimated at upwards of 60 fee.

are-limestone rock appears on the surface, in others

‘Hills.

has not a very inviting appearance.” In many

Canoes and batteaux can easily be run down, and even towed
up apart of the way. Bat, of course, in its present state, this
rapid, with such a descent, must be regarded as forming an
absolute break in the navigation, that is, to vessels of a consid-
erable size,

Between the Grand Rapid and Lac Bourbon there are two
little rapids which present obstructions of a less serious nature,
but which could not yet be navigated in their present state by
vessels of large size. From Lac Bourbon upwards, the navi.
gation “of the Saskatchewan is unimpeded for a long distance.
Un the 4th of Jume, having examined the Grand Rapid and
ascertained the difference of level between Winnipegoos Lake
and Lac Bourbon, I divided the party, as already explained,
and crossed over to Swan River. '

The country bordering on the western extremity of Winnipe-

‘goos Lake is, in grneral, of a fair elevation, and the land

appears to be remarkably fertile ; between Red Deer River and
Swan River a level country extends to the base of the Porcupine
It is well wouded, ‘and uwpon the whole I should think
this tract well adapted for settlement. Mineral springs occur
in various places near the mouth of Swan River. One of these
we visited, and found some people «ngaged in the manufacture
of salt. At this place, in a bare flat of about 20 acres in extent,
but slightly elevated above the level of the Lake, numerous
springs bubble up, all of them emitting more or less gas. Some
are exceedingly briny, while others taste exactly like the St. Leon
“f'lgter of Lower Canada, and on being drunk produce the same
eflect. ‘ )

From Winnipegoos Lake to Swan Lake the distance is about
six miles, The stream which connects them, here appropriately
enough called Shoal River, varies'in width from 150 to 300 feel.
It is shallow and has a very swift course.

About Swan Lake the country is highly interesting. Num-
erous islands appear in the Lake: to the north an apparently

level and well wooded country extends to the base of the Por-

cupine Range, while to the south the blue outline of the Duck
Mountain is seen on the verge of the horizon.

Ascending from Swan Lake for two miles or so the hanks of
Swan River are rather low. In the succeeding ten miles they
gradually become higher, until they attain a hight of nearly 100
feet above the river. The current is here remarkably swift,
and the channel much embarrassed by round boulders of granite
mixed with fragments of limestone, which latter is the rock
proper to the country, although it docs not crop out so far as we
could see on any part of Swan R ver. Land-s ips occur in many
places where the banks are high, exposing an alluvial soil of
great depth resting on drift clay or shale, of a slightly bituminous
appearance.

About 80 miles above Swan Lake the prairic region fairly

4 - . ' commences. There the river winds about in a fine valley, the
Portage a comparatively barren ridge separates the waters of |

banks of which rise to the height of 80 or 100 feet. - Beyond
these an apparently unbroken’ level extends on one side for a
distance of 15 or 20 miles to the Porcupine Hills, and for an
equal distance on the other, to the high table-land called the
Duck Mountain. From this south-westward to Thunder Moun-
tain the country is the finestI have ever seen in a state of nature.
The prospect is bounded by the blue outline of the hills just
named, while, in the plain, alternate wood and prairie present
an appearance more pleasing than if either entirely prevailed.
‘On the 10th of June, the time at which we passed, the trees
were in full foliage, and the prairie openings presented a vast
expanse of green sward. -
On approaching Thunder Mountain, which seems to be a
connecting link between the Porcupine range and the Duck
Mountain, the country becomes more uneven. Some of the
ridges on the shoulder of the Thunder Mountain even show sand,
bat there are wide valleys between them, - '
On leaving Swan River to cross to Fort Pelly the land rises
rapidly to a plateau elevated about 250 feet above the level of
the stream. The road then follows for some distance a tributary

| of Swan River, which runs in a beautiful valley, with alternate

slopes of wood land and prairie. Numbers of horses were
quietly feeding on the rich pasture of this valley when we passed,
and what with the clumps of trees on the rising grounds, and
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the stream winding among- grcen meadows, it seemed as if it
wanted but the presence of human habitations to give it the ap-
pearance of a highly cultivated country. The Hudson’s Bay
Company keep a guard here to take care of the numerous horses
attached to their establishment of Fort Pelly. .

Arrived at Fort Pelly we spent the greater part of a day, the
16th of June, there to refit our canoe and prepare for the journey
down the Assiniboine. And here I should mention, that we
were much indebted to Mr. McD. nald, the gentleman in charge
of the establishment, who kindly furnished us with horses and
carts to convey our canoes and articles across from Swan River
to the Assiniboine, and was otherwise most attentive and
obliging.

* Leaving Fort Pelly early on the morning of the 17th of June,
we proceeded on our journey. For 18 miles or so downward
(from Fort Pelly,) the Assiniboine is very narrow, crooked, and
much embarrassed by shoals and rapids. It is then joired by a
stream appropriately named the White Mud River, which flows
from the westward, and seens to be the main branch. This
river drains a considerable portion of the great alluvial prairies
which travellers pass on their way to Carlton Huouse, and which
have excited such general adinirution on account of their great
fertility.

From the White Mud River to Fort Ellice, a distance of
about a hundred miles, the Assiniboine winds about in a deep
valley, varying from a mile to two miles or so in width. At
the White Mud River the baunks of this valley rise only to a
moderate elcvation. Near Fort Ellice they attain a height of
about 250 feet. On ascending these heights a view is obtaine:l
of a rolling prairie, stretching away on either side of the Assini-
boine as far as the eye can reach. Itwould seem asif the whole
of this vast region were a sort of level plateau, and that the
greater height of the banks at Fort Ellice indicated the descent
Wwhich the river had made in its course.

With regard to the quality of the soil ; on going inland a little
we found it to be of an alluvial characrer, differing in no respect
from the soil in the prairie lands at Red River.

The smallest brook that flows from the prairie has cut itself a

valley almost as deep as that of the Assiniboine itself ; and from

the latter stream a fine view is often obtained of glens stretch-
ing far inland, with winding banks, covered in some cases with
green herbage, and in others with forests which asceud to the
level of the plain above.

The course of the Assiniboine is remarkably crooked. Occa-

+ sionally it crosses the valley as much as three times in a direct
distance of one mile. ‘'L'he margin of the stream is in general
wooded ; sometimes the woods extend across the whole valley ;
in other cases the green banks slope down from thie prairie level
to the water’s edge. Where the river runs close by some steep
promontory, it occasionally happeuns that half the hill has slipped
down, disclosing a face of yellow loam or drift clay, 1esting on
crumbling slate or shale, which again is curiously interstratified
with other substances as soft as itself, some of which shew the
presence of iron ore. The iminediate banks of the river are of
soft alluvial earth, and are constantly tambling in. As might
be supposed, the water is muddy, and yet it is not unpleasant to
the taste. Besides the White Mud River, two considerable
tributaries join the Assinibvine from the west, above Fort
Ellice. These are the Broken-arm and the Qu'appelle Rivers.
The latter stream drains a great extent of alluvial prairie land ;
and at the Touchwood I1ills, near its sourccs, it is said that coal
is-to be found in abundance.

From Fort Ellice to the Rapid River the country is much of
the same character that | bave described it as being above
that place ; but on passing the Rapid River a change is percep-
tible : the high banks of the valley disappear, and the prairie
slopes more gently to the river. = A little above the Souris
River a still greater change occurs; the alluvial banks giving
Place to sand-hills, which run in ridges from nor:h-west to south-
east, Through these the river cuts its way in an extremely
tortuous course, sometimes Tunning south-east, in a direetion
parallel to the ridges; then cutting across a ridge, and suddenly
turning in an opposite cousse. These ridges, where the river
has cut through them expose sand resting cn stiff blue clay.

In several places the limestone rock is seen beneath the clay in
horizontal strata, full of organic remains, with sandstone resting
ou the top of it.

This comparatively barren tract may be about 40 or 50 miles
in width. It is evidently a continuation of the high lands at
the Duck Mountain, and here forms the south-we:tern embank-
ment of the great alluvial valley of Red River. But even this
tract, which is the poorest to be met with in the country, is not
all barren; for those who have travelled inland say that the
valleys between the sand-hills are very fertile, and the whole
tract would at least afford excellent pasturage.

Leaving the sand-hills the Assiniboine winds by the Grand
Portage, where the venerable Archdeacon Corcoran has formed
a settlement of half breeds and Indians. The soil here is of the
same character as at Red River, and superior to it in so far that
it is mever subject to be overflowed. But with regard t» this
part of the country, it has been so often described, and it is so
near the well known seitlements at Red River, that I need not
detain you by allading further to it. I shall therefore ouly refer
to the tracts which appear to me to be most valuable for setile-
ment in the region | have visited, and then describe the manner
in which 1 conceive they would be most easily rendered acces-
sible.

By far the greater portion of the lands bordering on the Mani-
touba and Winnipegoos Lakes is unquestionably well adapted
for settlement. Experience already shews that wheat yields
an abundant return on Manitouba, und at the little Saskatche-
wan. At the latter place even Indian corn is said to be a sure
crop. This being the case, it is rcasonable to conclude that
wheat would thrive also at Sanguissippi L.ake, and at Lac Dau-
phin, and along the western coast of Winnipegoos Lake. The
valley of Swan River, in point of fertility of soil, is perhaps
uneurpassed in any country ; and, as regards climate, it cannot,
I think, be inferior to the valley of Red River, inasmuch as, if
further north, it is also much further west, and removed from
the influence of the cold winds of Lake Winnipeg, which some-
times have a prejudicial effect on the crops at Red River.

The country bordering on Red Deer River is said to be very
fertile ; and the fact that maple is to be found there in consid-
erable quautities would confirm the belief that the climaie cannot
be very unfavorable. Throughout this region wood is in suffi-
cient abundance to ensure a supply of fuel for a long time to
come, or until such time as the coal mines mnay be developed.

It is said that coal is to be found in various places on the
Porcupine Hills, and on the Duck Mountain. I found some
specimens of lignite on going up Swan River, which fully
confirm the fact, but whether it is to be found in available
quantities can only be ascertained through time.

The great alluvial valley drained by the Assiniboine and
its tributaries above the Souris River, will no doubt become,
at some period, one of ihe finest wheat-growing countries in the
world. No one in this part of the country even pretends that,
in point of soil or climate, it is unfavorable to the growth of ag-
ricaltural produce.

In regard to the means of communication that could be most
easily made available, the country bordering on the lakes so
often mentioned might be reached by steamers or other cralt.
There is nothing to prevent a steumer of light draft running
from Red River Settlement to the end of Winnipegoos Lake.

On reference to Mr. Welly’ Report, it will be seen that the
Little Saskatchewan River is navigable from Lake Winnipeg
to Manitouba Lake.  The latter lake is not deep, but there
are not many shoals to be met with, and the bottom is 10 gene-
ral as level as the surrounding country. 1 sounded wherever
I went, and found an uniform depth of from 15 to 18 feet,
after passing a few hundred feet from the shore. The Winni-
pegoos Lake is on a higher level by about 5 feet than the
Manitouba, and the sounding linc showed that it was by so
much deeper excrpt at the upper end, where it attains the
depth of from 36 to 50 feet.

The Sanguissippi River, which connects the Winnipegoos
and the Manitouba Lakes, has a gcneral depth of from 6 to 8
feet, except at one place, near the middle of its course, where
there s a very swilt run, with a depth scarcely amounting to 5 ft.
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The distance from Winnipegoos Lake to Lac Bourbon, by
the Mossy Portage, is 4 miles and 18 chains, and the difference
of level 4 feet; the Winnipegoos being that much higher than
Lac Bourbon. The Saskatchewan was, however, very low,
at the time of our visit, and it is probable, that when it is at
its usual height the difference of level between the two lakes
is but very slight.

From Lac Bourbon upwards for 400 miles, the Saskatche-
wan presents an unbroken reach of navigable water. Above
that, accounts differ as to whether it is navigable or not, some
asserting that it is too much embarrassed by rapids and shoals,
and others that it might be navigable for boats of light draught
and great power to the base of the Rocky Mountains. From
what | have learned, I incline to the latter opinion, but the truth
can only be ascertained by examination. At all events, from
the Red River Settlement to Carlton House, following Lake
Winnipeg, the Little Saskatchewan, Lakes Winnepegoos and
Manitouba, Lac Bourbon and the Great Saskatchewan River,
there is a navigable reach of 800 miles, broken only by the
Mossy Portage. This one carrying place cannot be reckoned
a great impediment in such a distance ; steamers might be
placed on the waters on either side, and a land road made
across it, and this, I conceive, would be all that could be desired
until settlement should have advanced so far as to render a
more perfect means of communication necessary.

From what I have said, it will be seen that the Lakes, and

the country bordering on the Great Saskatchewan, are easy of

access.

In regard to the facilities for communication in the valley of
the Assiniboine, wheeléd carriages can already be driven over
the whole territory, by the lines of route indicated on the plan,
and it is only by such conveyances that settlers will, in the first
instance, be able to supply their wants. The Assiniboine is
only navigable for considerable vessels as far up as the Grand
Portage ; above that, indeed, canves can be towed up, and bat-
teaux can descend, except at extreme low water, but it has
a very tortuous and rapid course, more especially among the
sand hills, and it is in many places shallow, so that it could
only be made navigable for vessels of any size at a great out-
lay. Everything considered, therefore, { am of opinion that
transport could be more easily effected by land. The country
is admirably adapted for railroade, but of course in an unset-
tled region these are out of the question. )

On reference to the map, it will be seen that Lac Daupbin
and a part of Winnipegoos Lake approach within 70 or 75
miles of the Assiniboine. These places being accessible to
steamers, land roads might be made across the country,
which would afford all the accommodation required by a settle-
ment in its first stage ; indeed so obvious is this way of reaching
the Assiniboine, that the Hudson’s Bay Company supply their
establishment at Fort Pelly by way of these likes and Swan
River, carting their goods from the latter place across the coun-
try to the Assiniboine. .

In speaking of navigabie lines that might be made available,
I should mention that at the Grand Portage, there is said to be
an old water-course, by which the Assiniboine in all probabil-
ity has at some period discharged its waters into the Manitouba
Lake. Now, as the Assiniboine is navigable, or in a state that
it might easily be made so, as far as the Grand Portage, it may
yet be found advaniageous to open a water communication
between it and the Manitouba Lake. The advantages which
this route would possess over that by Lake Winnipeg and the
Liule Saskatchewan, are, that it would be considerably shorter,
and would be open somewhat earlier in the Spring.

In considering the project of colonizing a country o remote
as this, and of which so little is, as yet, generally known, the
question will naturally arise as to whether the native popula-
tion would ve likely to offer any opposition to settlement, or
whether the country, if occupied, would be easily governed.
Believing that any information which will enable the Govern-
ment to judge of these important matters will be acceptable,
I shall, before concluding, describe the present state of the
country through which we passed, confining myself 10 what
Lias come under my own observation.

At Manitouba, Lac Dauphin, and “Partridge Crop,” there
are small setilements of Indians and people of mixed origin.
At the first and last named settlements, the people are rather
industrious, and raise wheat, Indian com, and a variety of
articles. At Lac Dauphin the settlers simply grow potatoes and
Indian corn. They are gradually acquiring habits of industry,
but they can live so easily by fishing or hunting, as Mr. Wells
says in his report, that they are slow to adopt the more labori-
ous pursuits of civilized life. Ducks, geese, and aquatic fowl
of all sorts frequent the waters in that quarter, in great num-
bers, and the lakes and rivers literally swarm with fish.

Near the Grand Rapid of the Saskatchewan, we saw about
15 families of Indians, from Swan River, who migrate there
annually to catch sturgeon, They seemed to me to be a very
quiet and orderly people, and I thought I could detect in their
countenances that they were not wholly of Indian origin; and
on enquiring as to this point, some of them were proud to
boast of their descent from the Canadian Fur-traders who had .
occupied this country many years ago. At the upper end of
Winnipegoos Lake, we only saw one family, (those already
mentioned as being engaged in making salt,) and from thence
in a journey of five hundred miles by the valleys of Swan River
and the Assiniboine, we saw not a living being, except the few
people in charge of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s establishments
of Fort Pelly and Fort Ellice, until we got to the settlements
in this neighborhood. At Fort Ellice we were told that the
hunters were gone further west ; but from all we could see or
learn, ihere was no avoiding the conclusion that the population
which once wandered over the vast plains of the Assiniboine
had decreased to an unexampled extent., This I attribute
partly to the indiscriminate slaughter of the Buffalo to supply
the pemican required for the trade of the country, the
introduction of horses having rendered these clumsy animals
an easy prey to the hunter. And the Indian, so that he can
supply his immediate wants in a profusion however boundless,
never troubles himself about the future. Numerous, therefore,
as the buffalo still are, there can be little doubt but that they
will soon be destroyed.

Large supplies of pemican used to be obtained at Fort Pelly
and Fort Ellice, but these establisments can furnish little now.
At many places we observed the plains furrowed with old
tracks of the buffalo, and in some cases the banks of the
Assiniboine were strewn with their bones, but there were none
of lhes_e animals, we were informed, to be seen within several
days’ journey of any place we were at, This shews how fast
they are being destroyed, and it leaves but the reflection, that
as their staple article of food diminishes, the Indians must de-
crease in pnumbers, unless they can be induced to adopt the
habits of civilised life. That with proper management they
may be so, is fully shewn by the success which has attended
the labors of the zealous Missionaries at the Grand Portage,
Red River, ¢ Partridge Crop” and elsewhere, As to the people
of the Red River Settlement, they are as orderly and quiet a
community, I may safely say, as can be met with any where,
and [ believe there is nothing they desire more than to see the
country opened up.

In leaving this part of the country I have much pleasure in
saying that both from the people of this settlement, and the
officers of the Hon. Hudson’s Bay Company, we have met with
every kindness and civility. It may appear invidioys 1o wen-
tion names: and yet I cannot omit those of Chief Factor MeTav-
ish at Fort Garry, who furnished ‘us with maay articles which
we could not otherwise have obtained ; and of Chief Trader
Murray at Pembina, who always had his hospitable quarters
open for any of the party that passed his way.

1 have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

. 8. J. DAWSON.
C. E. in charge Red River Expedition.
The Hon. Provincial Secretary, '
Toronto, C. W.

P. S.—Both Mr. Wells and I made a cursory survey, taking
the courses and correcting the distances by numerous observa-
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tions as we proceeded, and I have left a letter for Professor
Hind informing him of our operations, S 7D
. J. D.

Rep River SerTLEMENT,
' 30th June, 1858.

Sir,—After leaving the Mossy Portage on the morning of
the 4th of June, I proceeded agreeably to your instructions to
make a cursory survey of the west shore of Lake Winnipegoos,
the River Dauphin, and the Lake of that name, the Little Sas-
katchewan, and the Southern part of Lake Winnipeg, and
would beg leave to submit the following report of my opera-
lions :

The western shore of Lake Winnipegoos, in common with
the other Lakes through which I passed, is much better adapted
for settlement than the eastern one, inasmuch as the land is
higher, and the climate, if any thing, a little better. In cressing
Lake Winnipegoos from east to west, a distance of only about
twelve miles, I found vegetation somewhat farther m;;anced
than on the side I had just left; the soil is also better, inasmuch
as that it is higher. Timber, such as maple, elm, oak and
poplar, covers the country to the water’s edge. I visited
several places where sugar had been made, and saw specimens
of that article equal to any that I have ever secen in Eastern
Canada. ) _

The Duck Mountain, which occupies almost the entire
background, commences to rise not far from the Lake shore,
keeping a gentle ascent for 15 or 20 miles back, where it attains
its greatest elevation, a height of 600 or 700 feetabove the Lake.
I learned [rom the people who reside in Duck Bay, that the
entire face of the Mountain is a succession of gentle slopes and
flat table*lands, and that the summit itself is an extensive
plateau of alluvial soil covered with a fine growth of timber.
__There are three salt springs near the southern end of Lake
Winnipegoos, one of which I visited, where there are works
established for the manufacture of salt,

There are some 40 or 50 half-breed Indians who reside
here, and at the Duck Bay, and though assured by them that
all kinds of grain succeed well, yet they cultivate only a
few potatoes, as fish and game are so plentiful and of such
good quality, that they may be said to live almost without
exertion.

From the salt springs I passed through the Dauphin River,
almost 16 miles, to Dauphin Lake. The Dauphin River is a
fine stream about 40 yards broad, and having 5 feet of water
in the shallowest places. Its banks are of a strong grey clay,
covered with black mould, and timbered with oak, elm and
poplar. It has two considerable tributaries rising in the Duck
and Riding Mountains, which appear to drain a country well
adapted for settlement. There are several places on the Dau-
phin River where the Indians grow potatoes, Indian corn and
melons. The wild grape, wild hop and wild vetch, are also
common on the banks of the river.

Lac Dauphin is about 30 miles long from north-west to
south-east, and six miles broad. Its western shore is bounded
by the Riding Mountain, similar in ail respects to the Duck

ountain already mentioned. Its southern shore is bounded
by a prairie interspersed with wooded kuolls, which I was in-
ormed extended without interruption south-east to the Assini-
boine and Red Rivers.

I saw fixed rock only in two places in this part of the
country, namely, at Spake Island, near the lower end of Lake

innipegoos, and at the lower part of the Dauphin River.
That on the Snake Island, a whitish limestone, is full of
organic remains; the other is similar to the Manitouba lime-
stone and nearly without organic remains.

From Lac Dauphin I returned by the north-east end of Lake

amitouba and its discharge, the Little Saskatchewan River.

The Little Saskatchewan, as its name implies, has a very
strong current, which I found, on measuring to be 2} and 3
Miles per hour, but it is entirely free from rapids. lts average
breadt 1is 250 yards, with from 8 to 12 feet of water. It ap-
pears well adapted for steamboat navigation.

The country in the vicinity of the Little Saskatchewan pre-
sents every inducement for settlement, as is proved by the flour-
ishing state of the present settlement at Fairford, or, as it is
more generally called, ¢ Partridge Crop,”—a mission establish-
ed under the Bishop of Rupert’s Land, about six years ago, by
the Rev. Mr. Cowley.

The present establishment is some six miles higher up the
river than the first one, which, being subject to inundation in
times of high water, was abandoned. There are several well
built houses, a chapel, school and mill, at this place, with a
population of about 200 souls, Indians and half-breeds.

he Rev. Mr. Stag, the missionary now in charge, informed
me that the school which is attached to the mission was usually
attended by from 50 to 60 children, balf of whom are Indian
children ; indeed, the Indians belonging to this place appear
to be fast acquiring the tastes and habits of civilization, being
more clean and better. dressed than any I have seen in the
country. Mr. Stag also informed me that, notwithstanding the
ease with which the ground was cultivated, and the large re-
turns of grain, he required to. use all his influence to induce the
Indians to cultivate the land, as their wants are so easily sup-
plied by fishing and hunting.

From the Littlle Saskatchewan I returned through Lake
Winnipeg, arriving at this place on the 26th of June.

The journey through Lake Winnipeg presented no feature
of essential difference from the other %akes, except that the
western shore is low, with occasional limestone cliffs, and the
eastern shore high, with granite rock.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
A. W, WELLS.
8. J. Dawson, Esq,, .
Red River Settlement.

e

o———

Forr WiLLiaM, LAke SuPERIOR,
21st Auguost, 1858, .

Sir,—In my report of the 4th ultimo from Red River, I had
the satisfaction to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of
the 16th and 20th of April, since which time I am withoat any
further communication from the Government.

I have now the honor to inform you that the party under my
directions are at present actively occupied in the exploration of
the country between Rainy Lake and Lake Superior; one of my
assistants, well appointed with men and supplies, being at Lac
des Mille Lacs, and another, equally well provided, at Dog
Lake. For my own part, since reaching this place, I have been
occupied in sending the necessary supplies to the different points
where they will be required, and having accomplished this, I
am now about to set out for Lac des Mille Lacs.

In regard to the progress which has been made in the brief
period that has elapsed since we left Red River, as explained
in my last report, immediately on my return from the Saskatch-
ewan I despatched two of my assistants with most of the men
to commence the operations indicated in the instruections which
I bad just then received, while I remained for a few™lays to
collect what supplies the settlement could afford.

The party so despatched made all haste to the Lake of the
Woods, from whence, proceeding to Rainy River, they ascend-
ed that stream more slowly, making traverses back into the
country at intervals of a few miles so as to ascertain the extent
of arable land on the British side. They then examined the
country at the mouth of the River Seine, the stream by which
Lac des Mille Lacs discharges its waters into Rainy Lake, and
thence went to Nequaquon Lake, which, previous to their
leaving Red River, I had appointed as the place of rendezvous,
and there I joined them on the second day after their arrival.

At Nequaquon Lake the route from the Kaministaquia joins
the route from the Grand Portage, and from this place it was
my intention to have despatched a party at once to Lac des
Mille Lacs. Finding, however, that we had made too great an
inroad on the stock of provisions which we had been able to
procure at Red River to render it quite safe to send them into
such a wilderness, I hurried on to the Grand Portage, leaving a
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sufficient party to follow more leisurely and take the levels and
measurements as they came. At the Grand Portage [ purchas-
ed the requisite supplies at a small fur-trading establishment,
and immediately despatched my chief assistant, Mr. Wells, to
Lac des Mille Lacs and Rainy Lake.

As soon as the remainder of the party had completed the
survey of the route by, the Grand Portage, they came down here,
when I at once despatched them to Dog Lake. They will now
be employed in runaning lines and making traverses between
the Kaministaquia, Thunder Bay, and Dog Lake, so as to ascer-
tain the route most practicable for a road. They will also ex-
amine the country between Pointe de Meuron and Gunflint
Lake.

From what I'have said it will be seen that our surveys, so
far as they have gone since we left Red River, enable me only
to speak of the land available for settlement in the Rainy River
country, and of the respective merits of the canoe routes by the
Kaministaquia and Pigeon River.

With regard to the former of these subjects, the land imme-
diately bordering on Rainy River, on the British side, is of an
alluvial description, and almost as uniformly level as the prairies
at Red River. For a mile or so inland from the main stream the
ground is dry, and a dense growth of Jarge timber, consisting
of poplar, elm, oak, basswood and occasional white pines indi-
cates a productive soil. For a mile or two beyond this, however,
swampy ground predominates, while beyond that again the land
gradually rises to a range of hills of no great eminence, which, as
far as we could observe, seemed to run parallel to the river, at
a distance of from four to eight miles back. The distance from
Rainy Lake to the Lake of the Woods, following the windings of
the stream, is about eighty miles, and throughout the whole of
this extent the land fronting on the the riveris fit for settlement,
without I may say asingle break ; indeed, I have never seen any
thing to equal it in my experience, except at Swan River, and
on the Assiniboine. Farther inland, although the ground be-
comes in many places swampy and broken, there must be a fair
proportion also fit for settlement, but to ascertain anything like
the precise area that is so, would require a closer examination
than we have as yet been able to bestow.

Passing from Rainy River to the Lake of the Woods, there is,
around that extensive sheet of water, a coast line within the
British territory, of more than three hundred miles. Taking the
whole of this distance there is unquestionably a great deal of
barren land, but there is also much that is fit for settlement ; in
some places high rocks line the shore, and indicate too surcly
the character of the country inland, but in others, there arc
gentle slopes where the growth of timber would argue a soil of
great fertility, and, added to this, there are numerous islands in
the Lake which, although many of them are comparatively
barren, are in some instances well adapted for settlement, both
from their situation and the extent of arable land they contain.

With regard to the extent of land fit for settlement about
Rainy Lake, the surveys which we are now carrying on will
afford us frequent opportunities of seeing that country, and as
soon as | have made a further examination and obtained more
precise information, I shall lose no time in reporting to the
Government. In the meantime, I may safely say that a consid-
erable extent of land available for settlement will be found in
that country.

In reference to the comparative advantages of the two canoe
routes which leave Lake Superior, the one at Fort William and
the other at the Grand Portage Bay, and meet at Nequaquon
Lake, I am only yet in a position to say that, regarded as canoe
routes, that by %:ort William and the Kaministaquia, although a
little the longest, is incomparably the best.

The route by the Grand Portage and Pigeon River, passes
through a country of greater elevation, and withal more rugged
and mountainous than that by the Kaministaquia and the Lac
des Mil'e Lacs.

The highest water level on the Grand Portage route is at an
elevation of no less than 1053 feet above Lake Superior, while
around the Lakes at this great altitude the mountains tower up
to the height of at least five hundred feet.

The highest water level on the Kaministaquia route is that of

the little pond at the west end of the Prairie Portage, which
is 893 feet above Lake Superior, while at that elevation on this
route the country is comparatively level.

The number of portages on the Grand Portage route, between
Lake Superior amf Lake Nequaqon, is 31, and their aggregate
length 15 miles and 52 chains.

On the Kaministaquia route between the same points, the
number of portages is but 20, and their aggregate length only 10
miles and 77 chains.

The Grand Portage route has, moreover, the disadvantage of
touching on the head waters of four different rivers, viz., Pigeon
River, Arrow River, Sageinaga River, which discharges its
waters into the Upper Sturgeon Lake, and the stream which
flows {rom White Wood Lake to Lake Nequaquon. For 90
miles between Fowl Pertage and White Wood Lake, the route
lies along the head waters of these rivers, and in that distance
the streams between the lakes are so shallow and small as to be
scarcely navigable for birch canoes, so that, in the event of a
more perfect water communication becoming necessary, the
means of supplying it could not be looked for in a region so
elevated.

That as a canoe route the Kaministaquia and Mille Lacs way
is the best is pretty conclusively proved by the fact, that it is
the one which was eventually adopted by the North-west Com-
pany, and always followed by the Hudson’s Bay Company.
However, I shall be better prepared to report onthis subject
when the surveys now in progress are completed. ,

With respect to the carrying on of the surveys, they will,
I am confident, advance rapidly under the present arrange-
ments. There is, however, a wide extent of country to
examine ; and when the most advantageous route is discov-
ered, instead of mere cursory surveys such as we have hitherto
been making, the measurements and levels will have to be taken
with great precaution, so that estimates can be founded on them
afterwards. [ think, therefore, that to complete the whole pro-
perly, the surveys should be continued during the winter ; and,
if the Government should decide on doing so, a great saving
will be effected in sending supplies by canoce to certain points
along the route before the close of the navigation, so that the
surveying parties may continue uninterruptedlg at work. I
therefore send down the bearer, Mr. Charles de Salaberry, who
will bring up such supplies as will be required; that is, in the
event of the Government deciding to continue the surveys during
the winter.

Before concluding this report, I should mention that our
operations excite the greatest interest among the Indians, espe-
cially at Fort Frances and the Lake of the Woods, where they
are very numerous. On coming up I found the principal chiefs
waiting for me at various places; but the most important inter-
view I had with them was at Fort Frances. The chiefs at that
place guide and rule, more or less, the whole Saulteaux tribe ;
and feeling the importance of keeping on good terms with them,
I went to a Grand Council to which they invited me on the
moment of my arrival. After their preliminary ceremonies had
been gone through with, the principal chief delivered a long
harangue, with which I need not trouble you further than to say,
that the point he aimed at was to ascertain what object the
Government had in view in causing the country to be explored.
I replied that I could not say what course might be ultimately
adopted by the Government ; that they need not fear, however,
but that their interests would be consulted ; and that we
were merely examining the country, to our doing which we
trusted they would offer no opposition. I then made them some
presents which I had taken with me for the purpose, and said
I would wait until the next day to hear what further they had
to say.

Org the following morning they called on me, and said they
would not put me to the trouble of attending another council;
that they had consulted among themselves, and come to the con-
clusion to allow us, in the meantime, 10 explore the country as
we pleased; but that they trusted no settlers would be sent in
without their being consulted ; and concluded by requesting me
to inform the Great Chief of the Canadians that they and their
people would assemble at Fort Frances early in June next year,
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when, if he would. sead:a persen. duly . authorised to confer with
them, ho would not find the Indiams unreasonable, as they wished
to be friends with the Canadians. ... .~~~ :
1 promised to convey. their message tp. the Government, and
then parted with: thera on the.mest. friendly terms,  Mr, Chate-
lain, the Hudson’s Bay Gempany’s Officer in charge at. Fort
Frances, kindly acted as interpreter, and he informed.:me. that,

about ten days previgus {0 our arrival, no Jess thaa five hundred.

Indians bad been waiting for me; but that they had been com-

g;:lled to dispense on- aeccouny ef,the scareity. of provisiens.

en we arrived I only saw the chiefs, and about twenty others.
The bearer, Mr.de Salaberry, has beén- very active, and of
great assistanpd ta.Ine, espegially in pushing on the men when
en route with t'h§ canoes ; and I therefore recommend him with
much pleasure to your favorable notice.
S ~ 'T'havé the hotior to be, Sir, ‘ '
Your most obedient. servagt, |
- .78, 3. DAWSON, C. E.

To the Honorable Provincial Secretary,
Toronto, C. W.

Forr WiLLiaM, Lake SupErior,
23rd September, 1858,

Sir,—I have the honor to inform you that for the last few
Weeks I have been engaged in exploring and making a cursory
survey of the River Seine, the stream by which Lac des Mille
Lacs discharges its waters into Rainy Lake. From this excur-
sion I have only just returned; and as the mail boat is hourly
expected, there is barely time to enter into a very minute descrip-
tion of the country, or prepare a map, without which a detailed
Statement would not be sufficiently intelligible. I shall therefore
for the present confine myself to a very brief account of our
Tecent operstions, and the advantages which the River Seine
Presents as a line of communication.

Where that stream issues from Lac des Mille Lacs it is a

e river, over a hundred feet in width. For a considerable
Part of its course it winds about, with a general westward direc-

tion, through a flat, thickly wooded with cypress trees and |

Poplar of a large size ; while beyond this, on either side, low
hills swell up gradually, covered for the most part with a dense
growth of poplar interspersed here and there with tall pines,
which rise singly or in groves above the surrounding forest.

At times the valley contracts, and where it does so the river
Presents cascades past which a portage has to be made, or little
rapids which can be run with a canoe ; but between these there
18 generally a considerable extent of navigable water. This

escription will apply to the country for about forty miles below
Lac des Mille Lacs. The lower part of the valley presents a
Succession of lakes, varying from a mile to fifteen miles in
length, until near Rainy Lake, into which the river, much in-
creased in volume, discharges itself in a series of cascades,
making a plunge of over 112 feet in the distance of five miles
and a half. The lakes just referred to are bounded, for the
most part, by low hills, generally wooded, but in some cases
rocky, with an occasional valley between them presenting a less

arren appearance.

The.rock throughout is, I may say, entirely of the primitive
formation,—that is, where we had an opportunity of observing
it.—In one of the lakes an island rises like the peak of a half
submerged mountain, exhibiting a description of rock somewhat

ifferent from that of the surrounding country ; and here we
ound some specimens indicating the presence of copper.

Viewed in its general aspect, the valley of the Seine is far

©%8 rugged in its character than the country bordering on either
of the other two routes which have as yet been followed to
1]'{‘)’ L?.kp. On the borders of the lakes of which I have just
Spokeu, it is certainly somewhat rough, but not so much 50, by
any Imeans, as to be impracticable for roads; and, should it ever
etermined on to cogstruct a railway from Lake Superior

to Rainy Lake, from what I have as yet sscertained of the:
general featurss of the country, I.am. convinced that it mwet, pasg
through the valley of the Seine.. . RO

Regarded as a navigable route, this river is suseeptible .of -
beiag made far superior to either of the otBer lined at :presant.:
us : e e R T O E R PUEE"

‘The main objection to thess: latter is that they follow nao.
continuous river system but’ pass over divMling ridges from the,
waters of one stream to thase of anather, and consequently, bow- :
ever much inproved, can only afford at best & brokenm sort of
communication. The Seine, en the contary, with the Milla .
Lacs from whones it issuea, and the Savanne: Rivér, ita-teibutary,.-
presents great facilities for making the water eommusigsiion
continuous, by means of lock and dam, frori the Height of Jand.
to Rainy Lake. -~ . . - . .1 .0 STIRRIETTRRPRO,
Regarding it in the wwedntime; however, merely as a. canoe.

| route, it ig but very little. juferior, even in its present staie, to

either of the other:xoutes; the aply formidable barrier to cance.
navigation heing the sexies of falls which 1 have already men-
tioned as occurring in the immediate vicinity of Rainy Lake.
At low water these falls are passed by twelve short portages,
but at high water it would perhaps be necessary to make a port-
age of five miles and a half to avoid them. It is doubtless on
account of the obstacles which occur at these falls that this
river has not been followed as the highway for canoes, for be-
tween them and Lac des Mille Lacs the carrying places, although
there are as many as fifteen of them, do not equal the French
Portage alone in their aggregate length.

On reference to the lithographed map accompanying the blue
book containing the reports of the different members of the ex-

dition, it will be seen that the discharge of Lac des Mille Lacs
1s marked as supposed to enter a deep bay on the north side
of Rainy Lake. We have ascertained, however, that it does not
enter that bay, but the first one to the eastward of it, from
whence a reach of navigable water, which may properly be con-
sidered as an arm of Rainy Lake, extends, on the magnetic
course North 70° East, for twenty miles further than the map
indicates ; and into the head of this arm the River Seine dis-
charges itself.

Until we have had leisure to prepare plans, however, I need
not refer farther to this river than to say that, at a very moderate
outlay, it might be made an excellent route for canoes, or boats
such as the Hudson’s Bay Company use. A road, say six miles
in length, might be made past the impediments near Rainy
Lake, and by the construction of dams the portages above that
place might be reduced to one-third of their present number;
and this, it is important to consider, would be a step towards
works of a more comprehensive nature.

With regard to the operations being carried on at present, I
dispatched my principal assistant, Mr. Wells, from Mille Lacs,
to make a cursory survey of a tributary of the River Seine,
which takes its rise a little to the northward of the Prairie
Portage, and—after a westerly course of oVer sixty-five miles,
without a break, as the Indians report, in the navigation—joins
the River Seine about twelve miles below Lac des Mille Lacs ;
from thence he will descend to Rainy Lake, ascend the River
Maligne to the Upper Sturgeon Lake, and then make a cursory
survey of the Sageinaga River and Lake.

The small party employed in this quarter have already com-
pleted two exploratory lines, one from Pointe de Meuron, and
one from Current River to Dog Lake. The mountain range
bordering on Lake Superior is the main berrier to a line of
road. The line just run from Pointe de Meuron is very rough ;
that from Current River is better ; but I am in hopes of ﬁnding
still better ground between the bottom of Thunder Bay an
Dog Lake, and in order to ascertain this point, I have sent a
party to run an exploratory line through. When this work is
completed, we shall examine the country between the Kaminis-
tiquia and Gun Flint Lake.

In my report of the 21st ultimo, I had the honor to suggest
the expediency of establishing a party to continue the surveys
during winter. To be more explicit, however, I would propose
leaving one of my assistants and six men at Lac des Mille Lacs,
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to make a trigonometrical survey of the River Seine, the Savanne
River, and Dog River and' Laks, taking the levels throughout
with the greatest precaution. Densely wooded as the entire
- region is, an instrumental survey can be much better accom-
plished in winter, when the lakes and rivers are frozen over,
than it can in summer. I would also leave one of my assistants
in charge of the instruments and stores at this place, with
igstructions to keep & meteorological register, and, when oppor-
tunity offered, to prosecute still further the surveys between
this and Dog Lake on the one hand, and Sageinaga Lake on the
other. This arranged, I should go down late in the fall, with
my, principal assistant, Mr. Wells, to make up plans, &c., of the
exploratory surveys now accomplished, where we would have
conveniences for work of that kind, which cannot be obtained
here, and return to this place in the month of March, or imme-
diately on the opening of the navigation. ‘

‘The surveys now extend over four and a half degrees of
latitude, and about thirteen degrees of longitude, so that we
have a considerable amount of work to put together.

Mr. De Salaberry, who took down my last despatches, by
some mischance lost a trip of the boat, s0 that he cannot now
return so soon as I had reason to anticipate, and, as the season. for
canoe navigation is drawing to a close, 1 have in the meantime
sent some provisions tofthe Savanne River, and Mille Lacs, so
that we may be fully prepared, in the event of the surveys
being continued during the winter. Should they not be so, the
provisions will be in a convenient situation for next springs use
—all the additional expense involved being the cost of maintsin- -
ing a man where they are kept, to take care of them.—

1 have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient,
8. J. DAWSON,
C. E. in charge of Red River Expedition.

To the Honorable
The Provincial Secretary,
Toronto, C, W.
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GENERAL REPORT.

ToronTo, 22nd February, 1859.

Sir,—I have the honor to submit to your notice, for the
information of the Government, a report in reference to the
exploratory surveys which have been carried on under my
direction between Lake Superior and the Saskatchewan River,
together with the following maps, illustrative of the topography
of the region explored :

1. A general map on a scale of 10 miles to 1 inch.

2. A plan shewing the newly explored River Seine, and the
various canoe routes between Lake Superior and Rainy Lake,
on a scale of 2 miles to 1 inch.

3. A plan, in profile, shewing the relative altitude and length
of the routes by Pigeon River and the Kamanistiquia.

4. A magl of a portion of British North America, shewing the
route which it is believed could be most easily made available
through Canada and British Columbia.

5. A sketch shewin%{the surveys accomplished by Mr. J. F.
Gaudet at the Savanne River, &c., up to 23rd December, 1858.

6. A sketch shewing the surveys made by Mr. L. A. Russell
between Thunder Bay and Dog Lake, up to 10th January last. .

On returning from the Saskatchewan and Assiniboine, I
brought with me such specimeas of fossils, shale, coa), &c., as I
thought would best ilimstrate the geologieal formation of the
country. These I submitied to Sir %m. Logan, the Provincial
Geologist, and to E. Billings, Esq., Palaontologist, his principal
assistant.

Mr. Billings has kindly favored me with an article, which I
have much pleasure in inserting, and to which, coming as it
does from such high authority, I would invite particular atten-
tion. In respect to some of the fossils, it will be observed he
has obtained the valuable opinions of Professor Dawson of
McGill College, and Messrs. Meek and Hayden of Washington,
who are considered the highest authorities in America on all
points relating to the secondary and tertiary formations of the
central portion of the continent.

Mr. Russell, of Ottawa, who has made the subject ot coloniza-
tion his particular study, and who has had a great deal of expe-
rience in opening up new countries, has [favored me with his
opinions in respect to the advantage of settling in a prairie
region, as compared with a country entirely wooded; and his
remarks, I am convinced, will be read with much interest.

As I write, despatches have come in from the party engaged
in exploring the country between Lake Superior and Rainy
Lake, and I have much satisfaction in saying that the surveys
bave been progressing as rapidly as could have been expected,
as will be seen on reference to the annexed reports from K/Iessrs-
Gaudet & Russell.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

. S. J. DAWSON,
C. E. in charge of Red River Expedition.
Hon. Charles Alleyn, M.P.P.

Provincial Secretary, &c.
Toronto, C. W,

REMARKS ON THE PROGRESS OF THE
EXPEDITION.

The first exploratory excursions of the various parties com-
posing the Red River Expedition having been dwelt upon at
ample length in the Blue Book containing their correspondence
and reports, I shall, for the sake of brevity, confine myself, in
this report, to an account of the operations of the party under
my immediate direction when the expedition consisted of
several distinct divisions, and the progress which has been
made since I have had the full charge.

Before proceeding further, however, I may mention that I
was prevented from reaching Red River, at the same time as
the other parties, by an attack of typhus which compelled me
to remain for some time at a remote missionary establishment
on the River Winnipeg. So infeetious was the disease, and
of a type so wirulent, snt four out of eight individuals who
were In my canoe were attacked and suffered severely from
it; I and one of the men found shelter with the Rev. Robert
McDonald, who, strangers as we were to him, did all for us
that kindness could prompt, or intelligence suggest, and on
our getting a little better, perceiving my anxiety to rejoin my
party, he prepared his canoe and accompanied me all the wa
to Red River, the man who had been with me having left a
few days previously for home.

- Mr. McDonald is a clergyman of the Episcopal Church, in
connexion with the Church Missionary Society, and I may here
mention-an ingideat of the journey, which,as i is illusriative
of a practice common with all the missionaries when travel-
ling in that remote region, will serve, in some measare, to
shew the beneficial influence which their presence is produc-
ing among the native population.

Every evening as we proceeded down the Winnipeg, as
soon as the necessary preparations had been made for passing
the night, the whole party, including his people and mine, in
number seventeen, and, with three exceptions, all either pure
Indians or partly of Indian origin, was assembled, when
prayers were read and appropriate hymns sung. The Indians
all joined, and as the night closed in, it had a strange effect in
that unbroken wilderness, to hear the anthem rising above
the din of the rushing torrent, and see the children of the
forest bent in pra‘yer, where so lately they had been accustomed
to invocations of another kind in the practice of their strange
observances ; and one could not but reflect on the great moral
change which was thus—slowly, perhaps, but surely—being
effected by the efforts of those disinterested men who, leaving
home and the attractions of civilisation behind them, are con-
tent to seek out the savage, and instruct him in his native
wilderness.

Mr. McDonald’s station at Islington, on the Winnipeg, is a
most important one ; the Indians from Lac Seul, on the Eng-
lish River, and from Rat Portage, and the Lake of the Woods,
sometimes assemble there, more especially when they go to
collect the wild rice which is abundant in the neighbourhood.

They are a somewhat stubborn race, however, and he has,
as yet, only a congregation of fifty or sixty, but his establish-
ment is not without its influence on the far greater number
who have not embraced Christianity. It is impossible that
even these untutored savages can contemplate with indifference
the efforts of a man who seeks them out in distress, ministers
to them in illness, and does all in his power to relieve their
necessities; and this I had an opportunity of observing, for,
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when 1 was there, the Chiefs came to see him as they passed,
erceive the reverence and respect |

and it was not difficult to
with which they all regarded him.

On reaching Red River Settlement, which I did on the 9th
December, 1857, I found that no adequate provision had been
made for carrying on the necessary operations during the
winter, the supply of pemican and flour being only equal to
the support of the smallest number of men that could be advan-
tageously employed for about three months, but, with the
exception of a blanket each in the possession of the officers,
we had no camping equipage of any kind whatever. In this
emergency [ applied to Mr. McDermot, a merchant in the

settlement, who obtained us credit at the Hudson’s Bay

Company’s establishments and elsewhere, and was thus

enabled to fit out a working party in the course of a fortnight, |

and commence the exploration of the country between Red
River and the Lake of the Woods.

Subsequently, on considering to what we would be exposed |
| GENERAL DESCRIPTION

should our credit fail, and our resources become emirelg'
exhausted, Mr. Napier, who was in command of another branc

of the expedition, and I determined on sending an express to
Canada. Mr. C. de Salaberry was chosen for this service and
despatched on the 18th of December.

ment to furnish it.

The explorations accomplished during the winter, and early
in the spring, embrace the region between the Lake of the
Woods and Red River; the Roseau River, of which a cursory
survey was made; the Red River, which was subjected to an
instrumental survey between Pembina and Fort Garry, and

between the Stone Fort and Lake Winnipeg; a like survey
having been made, also, of the coast of Lake Winnipeg between |

the mouth of Red River and Fort Alexander.

My report on the country between the Lake of the Woods

and Red River, with a copy of the map accompanying it, is
published in the “ Blue Book” of last year.

The region embraced in the other surveys above enumerated
will be more particularly described in this report.

When these surveys were progressing in the spring, I endea-
voured to collect a supply of provisions for our then contem-
plated excursion to the westward, and this was a matter of some
difficulty in consequence of most of the available supplies hav-
ing been bought up by the Hudson’s Bay Company, the unusual
scarcity in the settlement, and the desire of the settlers to keep
a supply on hand in case of their crops failing. In one place
we succeeded in getting a bag of pemican, and in another a
little flour, added to which we bought and salted some beef and
pork, so that by the 10th of May, when we were prepared to set
out, although the supply was by no means so great as could
have been wished, the country abounded in game and we were
not apprehensive as to the result.

In my report of the 4th July, 1858, I have given a brief
account of our exploration to the westward of Red River.
Before setting out it struck me that a better knowledge of the
country, in reference to its geographical features and the facili-
ties for navigation, could be obtained by travelling in canoes
than in the usual manner on horseback, as, in the latter case, we
could only follow the beaten lines of road where the country
hag been o often described by travellers, and the result fully
Justified my anticipations in tﬂis respect, for, while we had an
opportunity of observing the rivers and lakes, we obtained

m the men who were with us much valuable information in
regard to the country. They were natives, and had travelled
In every direction, either on their hunting excursions or in the
service of the Hudson’s Bay Company ; added to which we
made excursions from the rivers and lakes as often as oppor-
tunity permitted ; on ascending Swan River we sometimes
travelled as much as fifteen or twenty miles in one day through
the adjacent forests and prairies.

_ Returning from this excursion we reached Red River on the
th of June and found the men brought up by Professor Hind
;Vam;ng for us. They came without supplies, contrary to what
anlicipated, so that po provision had been made for them and

He returned on the 3rd ]
of March following and, after his arrival, our power to obtain |

what we required was limited only by the capacity of the settle- | Winnipeg, is of the primitive or crystalline formation.

| general aspect it is a hilly and broken country, intersected by

we had, in consequence, again to scour the settlement in order
to get enough of provisions to supply the party on the long
journey to Lake Superior. There are, however, some circum-
stances connected with our being placed in this dilemma
which render it necessary for me to make it the subject of a
separate communication. In the meantime I confine myself
to saying that we eventually succeeded in obtaining a supply
and left the Red River Settlement : one division of the party on
the1 second day after our arrival, and the other on the 10th of
July. .

The explorations subsequent to this period are detailed in my
reports of 21st August, 23rd September and 28th October.
They embrace an examination of tlie country bordering on the
Rainy River and the various routes between Rainy Lake and
Lake Superior, and will be further noticed in describing the

| section of country to which they have reference.

OF THE COUNTRY BE-
TWEEN LAKE SUPERIOR AND RED RIVER.

The region through which the explorations have extended
embraces two sections of country widely different in physical
character. The first, extending from Lake Superior to Lake

In its

rapid rivers and wide-spread lakes. The mountains, however,
do not rise to any great elevation, except on the immediate
borders of Lake Superior, and there are several fine alluvial
valleys, the most extensive of which is that of Rainy River,
which has been so often referred to in previous reports. The
lakes and rivers present long reaches of navigable water, the
principal of which, extending from Fort Frances to the western
extremity of Lac Plat is 158 miles in length. Dense forests
cover the whole of this region, and the most valuable kinds of
wood are seen in various places and in considerable quantities.

| Elm is to be found on Rainy River, and white pine of a fair

size and good quality, abounds on the borders of the streams
which rush down the steep declivity of the eastern slope to
Lake Superior; but it is still more abundant on the western
slope, on the waters which flow towards Rainy Lake. On the
Sageinaga River, and on the Seine and Maligne, there are
extensive forests of red and white pine. Occasional white
pines appear too in the beautiful valley of Rainy River and on
the islands in the Lake of the Woods, but on proceeding west-
ward they become more rare, and on nearing Lake Winnipeg
disappear altogether.

hen the pine forests in the neighborhood of Rainy Lake
are considered in connection with the fertile region o the west-
ward of Red River, where there is but little wood fit for
economic purposes, and regarded in reference to what may be
the future wants of that extensive district, they assume an
importance not to be overlooked in estimating the resources of
this part of the country.

Of the Lakes in this section, the Lake of the Woods is the
most extensive. From Lac Plat, which may be regarded as
its western extremity to White Fish Lake, which is a some-
what similar extension in an opposite direction, the distance is
not far short of 100 miles, and from the mouth of Rainy River,
at the entrance of the Lake to its outlet at Rat Portage, in iat,
49° 47’ North, and long. 94° 44’ West, the distance is about 70
miles, so that altogether it may ocenpy an area of sixteen hun.
dred square miles. This extensive sheet of water, like all the
other lakes on the line of route, is interspersed with Islands,
and on some of these the Indians have grown maize from time
immemorial and have never known it {ail, so that the climate
cannot be unfavorable for agricultural operations. To what
extent the country on the main land may be fit for settlement
can only be ascertained on further exploration ; for, except on
the borders of Lac Plat, it has not been at all examined,
It would be difficult to conceive anything more beautiful of its
kind than the scenery of this lake. Islands rise in continuous
clusters, and in every variety of form. Sometimes in passing
through them the prospect seems entirely shut in ; soor again
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it opens out and through long vistas a glance is obtained of an
ocean.like expanse, where the water meets the horizon. Nota
trace of civilization is anywhere observable, but the Indians
are numerous, and, indeed, this lake seems to be their favorite
resort in summer ; the wild rice on its borders, and the fish
which abound in its waters, affording them an easy means of
subsistence, not to mention the maize which they grow on the
islands. They are a fine looking race, and if removed from
the humanizing influences of civilization, they are also
strangers to the vices which it brings. The men are generally
tall and well formed, and some of the women remarkably
comely, but they are not very cleanly in their habits, and there
can be nothing more suggestive of indolence than their mode of
life, which, however, has one feature to recommend it in the
entire exemptionfrom care with which it seems to be attended.
Gliding in their light canoes from island to island, basking in
the sunshine on some pebbly strand, and merely exerting them-
selves to an extent sufficient to supply their immediate wants,
the future affects them not, and they appear to be supremely
happy ; but the winter brings its troubles, and they have then
to betake themselves to the forests in single families, where,
having only game to depend upon, they are sometimes sadly
straitened.

From the Lake of the Woods to Lake Winnipeg, the Win-
nipeg River presents a succession of lake-like expanses and
foaming cataracts, making altogether a descent of about 360
feet in a distance of 160 miles. The shores are in general
rocky, butthore is nothing to warrant the assumption that there
may not be good land at some distance from the river; for
on making enquiries of the Indians who were familiar with the
country, we Jearned that the region inland was comparatively
level, or rising only in undulations which scarcely deserve the
name of hills. Toexplore it, however, would be a mere waste
of time, as it is not on the line of route which, instead of fol-
lowing the Winnipeg, must strike across the country from the
Lake of the Woods to Red River.

Some of the falls on the Winnipeg are remarkably beautiful,
and acquire additional interest from the wildness of the sur-
rounding scenery. The Silver t'alls, Pointe du Bois and Chute
a Jaquot are all very imposing, more especially the latter, which
is one of the few places where the whole volume of the Win-
nipeg can be seen. In geueral, however, the scenery is com-
paratively tame. High rocky bluffs, woody islets and lakes,
compose a picture pleasing enough in itself, but wearisome

from its monotony.

THE RED RIVER COUNTRY AND THE REGION TO
THE WESTWARD THEREOF.

This is a region differing as widely as may be in its physical
character from that which has just been described. Although
the distance across from the Lake of the Woods to Red River
is but ninety miles, the country undergoes a complete change.
Instead of the lakes with their woody islets, the clear running
streams and foaming rapids, and the swelling hills covered
with forests of pine, an undeviating flat spreads out every
where, vast prairies open up where the eye seeks in vain for
some prominent point to rest upon, and the rivers, richly bor-
dered with trees of another kind, flow with a sluggish course
through the great alluvial plain. However, if the scenic beauty
which characterizes the region so near it to the eastward is
wanting, this country is incomparably superior in all that can
minister to the wants of man. Civilization has already set its
impress upon the soil, and human habitations appear at inter-
vals for a hundred miles along the Red River and the Assini-
boine.

The tongue of land immediately to the eastward of Red
River, within the boundary line, and between it and the
Lake of the Woods and the River Winipeg, is remarkable,
irasmuch as it divides the wooded from the prairie region,

artaking to some extent of the character of both. Its eastern
gorder, on the Lake of the Woods and the Winnipeg, is'of the
crystalline formation, of an uneven surface, -and densely

wooded. Its western, on the Red River, presents wide prairie
openings, and for a distance of about thirty miles back is of an
alluvial soil. Immediately to the westward of the Lake of
the Woods, and but slightly elevated above it, there is a marshy
plateau, scantily wooded, from which the Roseau River flows
westward to Red River, the White Mouth River northward to
the Winnipeg, and several inconsiderable streams eastward to
Lac Plat, and the Lake of the Woods itself. Westward of this
platean the land descends evenly to the prairie bordering on
Red River, and to the northward it declines very gently to
Lake Winnipeg ; another river, the Broken Head, taking its
rise on the slope between White Mouth River and Red River,
about six miles to the eastward of which latter it flows into Lake
Winnipeg in a reedy marsh. In the marshy plateau just refer-
red to lies Lac des Roseau, issuing from whence the Roseau,
or Reed Grass River, flows westward almost at right angles to
the general direction of the streams. On leaving Lac des
Roseau it has at first a sluggish course through a reedy
marsh, it then rushes rapidly through a wooded country, mak-
ing a descent of about 250 feet in the distance of thirty miles
to the prairie bordering on Red River, through which it winds
its way with a comparatively gentle current.

The obstructions which occur in its course through the
wooded region, and the great descent which it there makes,
preclude the probability, not to say possibility, of its ever
becoming available as a channel of communication, except
for very small and light canoes, between Red River and the
Lake of the Woods; that is, unless it should be thought advis-
able at some future period when the country becomes settled,
1o make it the course of a canal, taking a supply of water from
the Lake of the Woods, a thing which is by no means imprac-
ticable, the Roseau Lake being almost on the level of that Lake
and no high land intervening between them. :

Besides the Roseau several inconsiderable streams, among
which the Rat River and the Seine—mere brooks—are the
principal, join the Red River from the eastward.

The Red River itself has a course nearly due north from the
boundary line at Pembina to Lake Winnipeg, a distance in a
direct line of 104 miles. It has an average width of about 300
feet, and is navigable to vessels of light draught, as it is, also,
far to the south beyond the boundary line. Near Lake Win-
nipeg the banks are low and marshy, but from the Indian
Settlement upwards they vary from twenty to thirty feet in
height. Beyond these the prairie is almost level, having but a
very slight inclination to the River. Frequently there are two
or more terraces before the prairie level is attained, and these
are subject to be overflowed in seasons of extreme high water.
Twice within the memory of the present generation, once in
1826, and again in 1852, the water has spread over the upper
terrace to the extent of several miles from the river but
to no great depth, sufficient, however, to drive the settlers on
the immediate banks of the river from their homes; but they
are now building their houses on more elevated ground than
they formerly did, and it is to be hoped they may not be
subjected to a recurrence of the evils which they then experi-
enced.

At Fort Garry, in latitude 49° 54/ North, and longitude
97° 21’ West, the Red River is joined from the westward by
the Assiniboine, its principal tributary ; several smaller streams
also join it from the same direction, as delineated on the
accompanying map, but they drain but a limited area and
require no particular description.

The Assiniboine River, and the Manitouba and Winnipegoos
Lakes having been referred to at considerable length in my
report of the 4th July, 1857, 1 shall in this avoid as far as pos-
sible going over the same ground, merely endeavoring to
convey a general idea of the country and supply what may
have been omitted. The lakes acquire great importance from
the easy access which they afford to the neighbouring territory.
They extend in a direction from south-east to north-west about
300 miles. The stream by which they discharge their united
waters into Lake Winnipeg is called the Little Saskatchewan,
in contra-distinction to the Saskatchewan proper. There is
another stream taking its rise on the Duck Mountain and flow-
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ing into the Assiniboine, called, also, the Little Saskatchewan,
but more commonly known as the Rapid River, by which name
I have designated it. I mention this to avoid confusion of
names.

The country westward of Red River so far as we have
explored it, presents three divisions, which, although possessing
many features in common, are yet of a character in some
respects distinctly different.

Of these the great alluvial flat extending from the 49th
parallel to the Saskatchewan, bounded to the eastward and
north-eastward by Lake Winnipeg and the wooded region
between Red River and the Lake of the Woods, and on the
south-west by the high lands which extend from the boundary
line to the Pasquia Mountain, on the Saskatchewan, may be
regarded as the first. It has a length of 340 miles, and an
average width of 60 or 70, and may embrace an area of 20,400
square miles. About one-third of this extent is chiefly open
prairie land, and the remaining two-thirds mostly wooded.
From Pembina to Lake Winnepig the prairie land vastly pre-
dominates, but from thence north-westward to the Saskatche-
wan the forests gradually become more dense until they cover
the entire face of the country. The whole of this region is very
level, and, if exception is made of the lands immediately bor-
dering on Lake Winnipeg and the Saskatchewan, the soil is of
an alluvial description, and so rich that, as experience has
shewn, wheat may be grown for twenty successive years with-
out exhausting it. A considerable portion of the area is
occupied by swamps and lakes, but the swamps, so far as I
had an opportunity of observing them, are mere marshes, with
a bottom of alluvial soil, similar to that of the dry prairie, and
8o firm that horses and cattle can wade through them in almost
any direction. They seem to owe their existence solely to the
extreme flatness of the country, and as they are at a much
higher level than the streams, which all run in deep channels,
they might be very easily drained ; indeed, with a proper sys-
tem of drainage the whole of this great alluvial flat might be
brought under cultivation, except, of course, where it is peri-
odically overflowed, and the extent to which it is subject to be
80 is quite insignificant as compared to the whole area. Of the
lakes, the Manitouba, Winnipegoos and Shoal Lake are the
prjlxxcipal, and these may occupy an area of about 2700 square
miles,

The streams which flow through the prairie are all bordered
more or less with forests, in which oak and elm of a fair size
are to be met with, although not in very great quantities. Inthe
Wwooded section, of which, however, less is known, poplar
{)redominates, but on the borders of the lakes and streams,
arch, spruce, birch and oak are to be found, of a size and
quality available for economic purposes.

The second natural division embraces the hilly region which,
88 has been stated, forms the south-western boundary or
embankment of the great alluvial flat which has just been
described ; it extends from the 49th parallel to the Saskatche-
Wwan, a distance in a north-westerly direction of 360 miles, and
May have an average width of 40 miles.

This region is of a character more varied, and, perhaps,
on that account more interesting than any other part of the
Country, High rolling banks and elevated plateaux, covered
With dense forests, alternate with wide spread valleys of
Unsurpassed fertility. DNumerous streams taking their rise
among the hills, run with a rapid course towards the Assiui-

oine on the one side, and to the Manitouba and Winnipegoos
akes on the other. Of these the principal are the Dauphin
lver, Spruce River, Duck River, Swan River, Red Deer

Iver, and the Wauketsequapawoo or Floating Ice River,
Which flow into the Winnepegoos Lake; and Shell River,
Blr.dtail Creek, Arrow River, ﬁapid River, and Oak River,
Which run to the Assiniboine. The hills are known as the
Riding Mountain, Duck Mountain, Porcupine Hill, Thunder

lountain, &c. Of these the Porcupine Hill and Thunder
Mountain alone deserve the name of hills ; the Duck and Rid-
1pg Mountains being nothing more than elevated plateaux of
great extent, penetrated by deep glens.As seen from the Winni-
Pegoos Lake, the Duck Mountain presents a perfectly even

—

outline, rising to the height of perhaps 500 or 600 feet above
the lake. Porcupine hill, or range rather, may have an alti-
tude of 1500 feet above the surrounding country, while Thunder
Mountain is but a higher swell in the undulating ridge which
connects this range with the Duck Mountain. When first seen
on ascending the valley of Swan River, Thunder Mountain has
a very striking resemblance to the Montreal Mountain, and it
acquires interest from the fact that the Indians report coal on
its eastern declivity. ’

Throughout the whole of this region wood is in sufficient
abundance to supply the wants of settlers for generations to
come. The high lands are in general densely wooded, and the
valleys present about an equal extent of woodland and prairie.
Salt springs occur in various places on the shores of Winnipegoos
Lake, and in the lower part of Swan River. At these springs
the Hudson’s Bay Company manufacture salt for their own use ;
and an enterprising individual of the name of Monkman has
established works, where he makes enough for the supply of the
Red River Settlement.

With respect to the nature of the soil, and appearance of the
country, I cannot do better than transcribe an extract from a
Jjournal which I kept while ascending Swan River, the valley of
which, from all I could learn, very much resembles that of Red
Deer River, and the other streams which have been mentioned
as flowing into Winnipegoos Lake.

Tth June.

Crossed over this morning to visit the salt springs (on the
western shore of Winnipegoos Lake, about 6 miles from the
mouth of Swan River). On landing we ascended a steep bank,
which has the appearance of an artificial embankment, within
which, and but slightly elevated above the level of the lake,
a bare flat, without tree, shrub, or grass of any kind, occupies an
area of 20 or 30 acres. The surface of this flat is encrusted for
the most part with a saline substance; and throughout its
entire extent there are numerous little mounds, from -the top of
which issue springs, all of them emitting more or less gas. We
found here a family of half breeds engaged in the manufacture
of salt, and we learned from them that the mounds sometimes
subside, when the ground begins to swell in another place, and
another spring bursts forth. The water is, in taste, like that of
the St. Léon water of Lower Canada, and on being drunk, pro-
duces the same effect. Similar springs, we were informed,
occur on Shoal River, between the Winnipegoos and Swan
Lakes. Leaving the salt springs, we ascended Shoal River,
which is the name here given to Swan River, and crossed over
Swan Lake, at the head of which we encamped for the night.
The scenery of this lonely region is really beautiful of its kind.
As we passed through Swan Lake, the sun was setting behind
a range of hills which rose over a low wooded country to the
wesl. To the south the blue outline of the Duck Mountain was
just discernable on the verge of the horizon ; while we, in our
tiny craft, were gliding on through woody islands, rich in the
first green drapery of summer. Perhaps the tranquil scene on
which we looked impressed us the more from having been buf-
feted for some days previously on stormy lakes, to the naviga-
tion of which our little canoes were but ill adapted. This
evening we set nets, and obtained a good supply of fish.

8th June,

Continued our course up Swan River against a tortuous stream
with a strong current. The banks of the river, near Swan Lake,
are of an alluvial soil, but so low that they must be occasionally
overflowed. As we ascend they become higher, and the growth
of timber indicates a soil of unsurpassed fertility ; weather fine,
but rather windy.

_ 9th June.

Start at daybreak, and at 8 a. m. reach a building called the
store, at which we find 40 carts, which the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany use in the fall to draw their supplies inland, but see
neither men nor horses. Breakfast, and an observation taken,
we continue our course, passing through a fine country. Graduy-
ally the river becomes more rapid, but we make, nevertheless,
a fd¥r journey, having came over 20 miles against a very stron,
current. To-day I travelled a long distance by land ; ‘the soﬁ
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is good, but densely wooded, chiefly with poplar of a large size.
In the low grounds, however, gpruce and larch are abundant;
and on the banks of the river maple is to be seen on the flats.
The weather continues fine, but the mornings are rather cold.

10th June.
This morning we were awakened by a regular serenade from
the birds: the woods here are positively alive with them.
Continue our course, but are much delayed by the shallowness
of the stream, and continuous rapids, full of large boulders.
Having made a few miles, I leave the canoe, and march by
land. The flats have given place to high rolling banks, and
wide prairie openings appear among the forests. As we proceed
the country becomes still more open ; and to judge by the pro-
gress of the vegetation, and the black mould thrown up in count-
less hillocks by the moles, the soil must be very rich. Where
land slips occur on the immediate banks of the river, they exhibit
a face of yellow loam, or stiff clay, curiously stratified, and
shewing the presence of minerals in the water which oozes from
between the strata. To-day we saw some elk, but failed to get
a shot; we also saw numerous bear tracks, but saw none of
those interesting animals. The weather contimies clear and

fine,
11th June.

Dispatched an express at daybreak to Fort Pelly, in order, if
possible, to get horses to take the baggage across to the Assini-
boine by the time we should reach the carrying place; then
send the men to pole or track up the rapids as best they might,
while de Salaberry and I walk by land, in order the better to
obtain courses and distances, and ascertain the nature of the
soil, &c. We pass through a beautiful country, presenting
about an equal extent of woodland and prairie. As we pro-
ceed, the openings become larger, and the wood less frequent.
The valley seems to be about thirty or forty miles in width.
To the west appear the Porcupine Hills, which separate it from
the valley of Red Deer River, to the south, Thunder Mountain
rises like a blue cloud in the distance, and to the east the smooth
outline of the Duck Mountain is seen at intervals through the
openings in the forest. The weather to-day was delightful, and
the appearance of the country so pleasing, that we wandered
too far, and, being unable to rejoin our party, had to sleep sup-
perless and without covering.

12th June.

Rejoin the party, breakfast, and then leaving De Salaberry
with the canoe, I tuke a man with me, and proceed by land.
We continue to walk on for about 20 or 25 miles to the carrying
place, in the hope of meeting the people who had been sent to
Fort Pelly for horses. They do not come, and as we saw
nothing to shoot, or at least that we could shoot, having but a
rifle with us, we go to sleep fasting under the cover of some
trees. Such a country as we have passed through to-day I have
never before seen in a state of nature. The beautiful green of
the rolling prairie, the trees rising in isolated groves, looking at
a distance as if laid out by the hand of art, and the blue hills
bounding the prospect, presented a picture pleasing in itself and
highly interesting when considered in relation to the future. It
required no great effort of the imagination in weary travellers to
see civilization advancing in a region so admirably prepared by
nature for its development, to picture herds of domestic cattle
roaming over plains still deeply furrowed with the tracks of the
buffalo, which with the hunters who pursued them had disap-
peared forever ; or to plant cottages among groves which seemed
but to want them, with the stir of existence, to give the whole the
appearance of a highly cultivated country. The weather to-day
has been as fine as we have had it for some days past.

13th June.

Astir at daybreak, load the rifle with shot, and go in search of
game ; come on some plover, which we knock over, roast, and
have a delicious repast. Scarcely have we done when horse-
men appear galloping down the opposite bank. They prove to
be our messengers, bringing six horses from Fort Pelly, {r.
McDonald, the gentleman in charge, having kindly sent me his
own horse to ride. This was very civil, seeing that he had

never heard of us before, and knew nothing whatever about
us. But the Hudson’s Bay Company’s officers are equally polite
at all their stations. We mount and go in search of the canoe,
and have the pleasure of galloping over the plains where we
had such a weary walk yesterday. We fail to find the canoe,
however, and camp on the prairie, having first hobbled the horses
in the approved manner of the country. Weather to-day op-
pressively hot.

I conclude my remarks on this section by saying that the
Indians report coal on the Rolling River—a tributary of Swan
River— which has its source in the Duck Monntain—on Swan
River itself, above the carrying place, and on Thunder Mountain.
It has also, they say, been met with on Red Deer River. We
found some specimens, but not #n stfu, in going up Swan River,
and these are noticed in Mr. Billings’ able remarks on the
geology of the country.

I shall consider as the third grand division the vast prairie
region extending from the brokem ground just described west-
ward to the sources of the Assiniboine, bounded on the sonth
by the 49th parallel, and on the north by the Saskatchewan. -
Doubtless much of the country still farther to the west and
northwestward might be comprehended in this as being of the
same character, but I confine my remarks to what eame under
my observation, or of which I obtained reliable information.

Regarding this region in its general aspect, it is apparently
level, or but slightly undulating, with an inclination to the east-
ward. It is, however, at a great elevation above the valley of
Red River, even on the borders of the hilly tract, and gradually
increases in altitude on proceeding to the westward, the sources
of the Qu'Appelle taking their rise in a country probably 500 or
600 feet above the level of Red River. Through this bigh
plain the streams run in valleys varyin% from one hundred and
fifty to two or even three hundred feet below its general level.
These valleys vary in width from a quarter of a mile to two or
three miles, and have commonly a pretty uniform direction, but
the streams wind through them in an exceedingly tortuous
course. The plains, although at such an elevation above the
streams, are much the same in appearance as those in the low -
alluvial valley of Red River, and present a soil apparently of as
great fertility. Wood is not, however, so abundant, but on the
immediate borders of the Assiniboine it is sufficiently plentiful
to supply the wants of a new settlement.

The streams can be navigated, most of them, by light canoes,
but they could only be rendered available for general traffic at
an enormous outlay. Flat bottom boats may descend the
Assiniboine at high water, but it would be an extremely difficult
and tedious task to take craft of any kind up it, for, notwith-
standing that it has a very tortuous course, sometimes winding
about for three miles to make one in a straight direction, it is,
nevertheless, very rapid, having a descent in some places of ten
feet per mile. From the Rapid River downwards, in passing
through the hilly region from the higher prairie plateau to the
lower, it makes a descent of at least 300 feet in the distance of
50 or 60 miles. So that the difficulty of rendering it navigable
to craft of considerable size may readily be conceived.

At the sources of the Qu’Appelle, a tributary of the Assini-
boine, there is said to be a lake which during the spring floods -
discharges its waters two ways; that is, into the south branch
of the Saskatchewan as well as into the Qu’Appelle, and some
travellers who have passed that way imagine that they see in
this a means by which a water communication might be opened
through the valleys of the Assiniboine and Qu’Appelle to the
Saskatchewan, and some others, without considering the con-
figuration of the country, have adopted the same pleasing but de-
lusive idea, the absurdity of which, in the present state of the
country, will be apparent when it is considered that in the Qu’ Ap-
pelle there is not water enough for the supply of a canal, that
even if a supply could be introduced from the Saskatchewan
there would still be the important item of at least 500 feet of
lockage to provide for, and that locks Would have rather an
unstable foundation in the bottom of a soft alluvial valley like that
of the Assiniboine, which must carry off the drainage of the
high prairie plateau on either side, and which in many places
is pericdically overflowed between the higher banks which hem
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it in, affording no means of commanding or carrying off the sur-
plus water.*

So difficult is it to navigate these streams, even in small
canoes, that the Indians and traders prefer the use of carts, with
which they travel over the plains with great facility.

But, if the rivers cannot easily be rendered navigable, the
country is admirably adapted for railroads, and when settle-
ment is introduced and trade has arisen, these will become an
imperative necessity.

GENERAL REMARKS.

Taking the three sections of country just deseribed, collec-
tively, they embrace an area of 107,000 square miles or 68,-
056,000 acres, deducting 7,000 square miles for the area of the
Lakes Manitouba, Winnipegoos, &ec., and the barren lands
bordering on Lake Winnipeg and the Saskatchewan, and there
remains an area of 100,000 square miles or 64,000,000 of
acres, chiefly of the prairie character, and in general fit
for cultivation. In estimating the value of the western
region, however, it must be borne in mind that this does not
amount to a fourth part of the area, which, in point of soil and
climate, is usually considered to be available for settlement.
Far beyond the sources of the Assiniboine, on the slopes of the
Rocky Mountains and northward to Peace River, there lies a
vast region where the climate is on the average not inferior to
that of Upper Canada. For, admitting that the summer isother-
mals have a northwest direction, as is incontrovertibly proved
by Lorin Blodget and others, the climate of the valley of Peace
River in 56° North latitude and 117° West longitude ought to
be equal, if not superior, to that of Red River in the 50th parallel,
and the observations of travellers seem to confirm this assum
tion. Sir Alexander McKenzie writing on the 10th of May,
1n reference to the valley of Peace River, says :—¢ The whole
country displayed an exuberant verdure.” Now,at Red River,
on the same date last year, the trees were only just coming
Into leaf, and the green grass of the prairies beginning to shew
itself above the withered herbage of the former year, so that
Peace River would seem to have the advantage. But, with-
out going so far north, there is a vast area where no dispute
can be raised as to the climate, equally valuable with the
region which I have endeavoured to describe.

In respect to the natural productions of the country in its
Present state, wood, as has been already stated, is in sufficient
abundance, more especially in the eastern sections, to supply
the wants of settlements for a long time to come. Osk and elm
are to be had in small quantities, and a sufficiency of birch,
larch and spruce might be obtained for building purposes. There
18 not a pine tree, however, so far as we could see, in the
Whole region through which we travelled, and the belief
that there is arises from the circumstance of the natives calling
Spruce, cypress, &c., by the generic name of pine. The pre-
Vailing growth every where is poplar, and how that species
°f wood should be so prevalent, on soil so different from
what it grows on in Canada, is due to the fires which so fre-
Quently sweep over the country. A prairie, or forest even, over
Which the fire has passed, is just prepared to receive the downy
Seeds of the poplar which in the month of June are constantly

oating in the air. The Indians say, and I think there can be
No doubt of the fact, that but for the fires the prairies would
80on be overgrown with wood. Be this as it may, the rapidit
of the growth of the poplar, once it has taken root in the ricﬂ
80il of these plains, is truly astonishing.

_‘S:nee writing the above I have had the advantage of hearing Professor
whndts lecture on the subject to which it refers, but, even admitting that the
3 ,ole volume of the South Branch of the Saskatchewan could be turned into the

W' Appelle, it must not be supposed that locks could be digpensed with, It is
i’“‘mble, indeed, that in the valley of the Qu’'Appelle itself, where the descent is
oePresent.ed as being very gentle, t.he. current might not be too strong for steamers
ma}%‘re“’ power. But, on the Assiniboine, from the Rapid River downwards, in
ther;ng the descent froh the higher prairie to the lower, where, as I have said,
the imm“st be a fall of 300 feet the accumulated mass of water would rush with
verted Petuosity of a mountain torrent. The plains of Red River would be oon-

160 1nto a sea, and the Settlement swept into Lake Winnipeg. Fortunately,
dam 0‘;“3"89007_ is Yendered hiilgly 1mprobable by the fact that to produce it a

of 86 feet in height would required across a river half a mile in width,

3

Stone of all kinds, fit for building pur%:ses, is to be found on
Lake Winnipeg; limestone appears on Red River, and is very
abundant onthe Manitouba and Winnepegoos Lakes ; sandstone
and limestone occur on the Assiniboine, about 150 miles west of
Fort Garry, but farther to the west there did not appear to me
to be fixed rock of any kind, that is, as far as we travelled.

In considering the means by which settlers could support
themselves on bein% first introduced into the country, a very
important article of consumption would be found in the fish,
which are very abundant in the rivers and lakes; sturgeon,
white-fish, pike, doré, and various other kinds are found in Lake
Winnipeg. In Manitouba and Winnipegoos Lakes the white-
fish literally swarm. On one occasion we caught with a very
small net as many as sixty, equal in size and, I think, superior in
flavour to the white-fish of Lake Huron. Ducks, geese, and
aquatic fowl of all sorts frequent the marshes and lakes through-
out the country. On passing along the reedy shores of Mani-
touba and Winnipegoos Lakes the ducks rose before usin a con-
tinuous cloud, for hundreds of miles. While descending the
Assiniboine we had nothing to eat except what we shot,
and in an hour or two at any time we could lay in a supply of
ducks, geese and other fowl sufficient for two days. At certain
seasons prairie fowl and snipe are numerous, and pigeons are
sometimes very abundant. Moose deer, elk, and antelope are to
be found on Swan River and some parts of the Assiniboine.
Farther to the west the Buffalo roam in countless herds, and the
pemican and dried meat made from their flesh are important
articles of trade in the territory. A party of Red River hunters
killed as many as four thousand of these animals on one excur-
sion last summer.

Now, although the occupations of an agriculturist are not ex-
actly compatible with those of a hunter, still the presence of
so much that, in cases of necessity, might be made to contribute
to the support of a settlement in its first stage should not be

lost sight of.

GEOLOGICAL FORMATION OF THE COUNTRY.

No practical geologist having accompanied the party, I was
careful to collect such specimens of fossils, shale, and coal as I
conceived would best illustrate the geological formation of the
region. These I submitted to Sir William Logan, and Mr. Bil-
lings, as already stated, and I would invite particular attention
to the following most interesting communicatioa from Mr.
Billings.
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY oF CANADA,

Montreal, 21st Feb., 1859,

Dear Sir,—The fossils and rock specimens submitted by you
for examination, are of great scientific importance, as they
demonstrate the existence, in the country lying west of the Red
River, of a formation not heretofore recognized within the
British territories of the north-west. It has been long known,
through the various papers published by Dr. Bigsby, Sir John
Richardson, and others, that frorp the neighbourhood of the Lake
of the Woods, a belt of silurian limestones and shales runs
north-westerly to the vicinity of Great Bear Lake; but up to the
present time we have had no data whatever upon which to
found an opinion as to what might be the geological age of the
vast region lying between this belt and the Rocky Mountains,
Your collection furnishes us with almost indisputable evidence
that a considerable portion of the territory belongs to the
cretaceous period, or the great chalk formation so largely devel-
oped in the Old World. This one fact, which I believe to be
now sufficiently established, is of the greatest value, as it affords
a starting point, or foundation, upon which the materials collected
by future explorers can be readily worked out.

The specimens were quite sufficient to enable me to determine
the general question of their geological age, but as it was advis-
able to have also the opinion of scientific men who have made
the cretaceous rocks their special study, I forwarded some of
the fossils to Messrs, Meek and Hayden, who are now at Wash-
ington engaged upon the collections of the Government explora-
tions of the United States, These gentlemen are the highest
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anthorities in America on all points relating to the secondary and
tertiaty formations of the central portion of the continent. Their
‘opinion is very cautiously given, but it is the more valuable on
that account.

Dr. Dawson, Principal of McGill College of this City, exam-
ined microscopically several specimens of the fossil wood and
lignite.

g’I‘. R. Jones, Esq., of the Geological Society of London, has
decided that one o(} the small fossils from the limestone of Lake
Winnipegoos (which I sent him in a letter) is a new species.
Al the others being silurian forms I have determined myseif.
It is not necessary in this communication to give teehnical de-
scriptions of all the fossils in the collection, and, indeed, it would
not be advisable to do so, for in most instances where species
are defined without a careful examination and comparison of
many good specimens, more orless error has been superinduced.
I earnestly hope that another year's exploration may yield much
new material, which will enable us to push further the work that
has been so well commenced ; I shall, therefore, for the present
limit my report principally to the opinions of the several gen-
tlemen who have been kind enough to furnisk me with their
assistance in the departments of the science in which they are
so justly celebrated, with but a few general observations of my
own. The following is Messrs. Meek and Hayden’s letter:

S»urasoniax INsTITUTION,

Washington City, 5th Feb., 1859.

Diar Sir,—The box of specimens sent by you interests us
very much, as they seem to prove the existence of the cretaceous
system in these far North-western territories. The Ammonite
is undoubtedly identical with a species very abundant in the
cretaceouns beds of Nebraska. It is the form usually referred to
A placenta of DeKay. The figures and descriptions of this
species, published by DeKay and Morton, are not very satisfac-
tory, as these gentlemen seem to have sometimes confougded it
with another species since described by Prof. Tuomy under the
name of A lobatus, which is sharply carinate on the dorsum. If
you will look, however, at the figure first published by DeKay,
(Annals N. Y. Lyceum Nat. Hist., Vol. IL p. 5,) you will see
that he mrust have had before him, when he named his 4 placenta,
thie form with the flattened or grooved dorsum, which is common
in New Jersey and Alabama. In Nebraska it occurs in forma-
tion No. 4, of the crétaceous series of that region.

The only question in regard to your speeimen is, whether it
tay not have been carried by the Blackfeet Indians from some
of the Upper Missouri localities. This tribe you know ranges
from thé head waters of the Missouri far north-west into the
Hudson’s Bay Territories ; and in common with other Indians
they @re in the habit of carrying with them shells or any other
bright object that may attract their attention or excite their
curiosity: The matrix of the specimen you have sent is exactly
like that in which most of our Nebraska fossils are enveloped, in
formation No. 4, as you will see by the specimen of Tnoceramus
sugensis we send you. The shell itself is also precisely in the
same stite of preservation. Still it is quite probable that rocks
belongiug to the cretaceous system may occur in the region where
the Indian says he obtained this specimen, which conclusion the
dther speeimens from near Fort Garry seem to favor. If so,
Ammonites placente is one of the very species we would expect
tofind there, since it is known to have a great geographical
range.

- The fiibrous matetial in the specimen No. 1, has exactly the
‘sucture of the external layer of the shells of Jnoceramus, and
18 veéry similar to specimens in our possession from formation
No. Bof the Nebraska section, of which we send you a specimen
with o fow valves of Osfrea congests, attached. We have
always suspected these to be fragments of Inoceramus, flattened
by ptressure. The objection to this conclusion is the large
size of some of the pieces, and the fact that no large Inoceramus
& known to occur in this part of the series. The dark frag-
zxoenétg in the specimen No. 1, appear to be fragments of fish

Onés,

-Neov 2 is wnlike anything in our collection. It has the form.
=tid general appearance of a Dentalium, but on a closer ex--

amination it will be seen not to be hollow like the shells of
that genus, but solid and composed of minute fibres radiating
from a central or sub-central axis as in the genus Balemniles
though it does not appear 1o have the semi~translucent horny
appearance so common in that genus,

The small oyster in Ne. 3, seems to be different from
O. congesta. We send you specimens of the latter, however,
so that you can make a comparison.

The dark shale from the Assiniboine, 250 miles from Fort
Garry, isundistinguishable from many specimens in our posses-
sion from No. 2 of the Nebraska section, along the Missouri
above Big Sioux River, and from near the Black Hills. It
also contains small scales of fishes, which we regard as
identical with some we have from that formation. e send
you specimens marked A. 1 and A.2. These you will observe
are alimost exactly like that on your specimen, and lead us to
think they belong to the same species and the same epoch,

The flinty specimens, we think, if organic, must differ from
any thing in our collection.

Very truly yours,
MEEK & HAYDEN.

In explanation of such portions of the above letter as refer to
the Nebraska section of the cretaceous rocks, I beg to state
that Messrs. Meek and Hayden have carefully explored and
mapped geologically a large tract of the north-west Territory
of the United States, extending as far north as the boundary
line or within one hundred miles of the Assiniboine. In
Nebraska they find these rocks to exhibit the following
series.

No. 5. 100 to 150 feet of gray and yellowish arenaceous
clays, sometimes weathering to a pink colour. Great numbers
of marine mollusca, with a few land plants, bones of Mosasarus,
&c.

No. 4. 350 feet of bluish and dark plastic clay, containing
numerous marine mollusca.

No. 3. 100 to 130 feet lead gray calcareous marl, weather-
ing to light yellowish tint.  Scales of fishes. Ostrea congesta,
Inoceramus, Problematicus, &c.

No. 2. 90 feet dark gray laminated clay. Scales of fishes
with a few small Ammonites, &e.

No. 1. 90 t0 100 feet of yellowish sandstone and clay with
water-worn fragments of lignite not known to belong to the
cretaceous system.

In this section No. 1 is the lowest and the others lie above
it in the order designated; No. 5 being the highest rock
identified with the cretaceous formation; above No. 5 there is
a deposit nearly 700 feet thick of tertiary rock with much
lfignite and numerous remains of huge land animals of extinct
orms.

It is first worthy of notice that lignite occurs in No. 1, which
is the bottom of the series, and also in the Tertiary which is
the top of the whole group. Your specimens of lignite coal,
therefore, not having been found in place, may be either of
cretaceous or tertiary.

The Ammonite procured from the Indian belongs to No. 4,
and that this formation does exist in the north-west I have
some additional evidence in several fossils placed in my hands
by Geo. Barnston, Esq., of the Hudson’s Bay Company, after
I had forwarded yours to Meek & Hayden. These were
procured from a man who said he found them in the bed of the
Saskatchewan. One is undoubtedly Scaphites Nicolettii and
?other Nautilus DeKayi, both charaoteristic of formation

o. 4.

Taking the evidence of these fossils with the fact that all
the cephalopoda except one, mentioned in Meek & Hayden's
published works, oceur in their Nos. 4 and 5, the opinion that
these deposits do exist in the north-west may be advanced with
a good deal of probability of its being sooner or later confirmed
by positive proof. I jud%e a good deal from the condition of
the fossils which I think had not been carried far before they
came into the hands of yourself and Mr. Baraston.
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The specimens of dark shale which, according to your
memorandum, were *found on the Assiniboine, 250 miles
from Fort Garry, where the banks or hills bordering the valley
are composed of the material,” are more satisfactory because
they were taken from the bed.

I bave carefully com(fared yours with those forwarded by
Meek and Hayden, and feel quite satisfied that they are the
same, both lithologically and paleontologically. I think it well
established by these specimens that No, 2 of the Nebraska sec-
tion does exist at the place on the Assiniboine where they were
Procured. '

_The specimens taken from the beds overlaid by sandstone 150
miles from Fort Garry being the small oyster, the fossil resem-
bling dentalium, and also the fibrous substance, are all of doubt-
ful species. More specimensshould be procured. They appear
to me to be cretaceous, but although we have in the museum of
the survey a noble collection of English chalk fossils, I cannot
find any that agree exactly with yours.

Judging from the aspect alone I have no hesitation in saying
that 1 ey are either Jurassic or Cretaceous, and although the
;pECies cannot be determined, yet they establish this important

act, that at a point on the Assiniboine, 150 miles wesl of Fort
Garry, secondary rocks do occur. That this fact is of great
value any one may convince himself by connecting it with the
existence of the belt of silurian rocks known to run from the
Lake of the Woods by Lakes Winnipeg and Winnipegoos, north-
westerly. This belt of silurian rocks consists of strata, which,
upon the whole, dip towards the south-west, and must run under
the locality on the Assiniboine. If, therefore, the true coal
measures exist at all in that part of the country, they will be
found between the western edge of tke silurian belt and a line
Passing through a point 150 miles west of Fort Garry, and run-
ning north-west and south-east. The Assiniboine rocks are
hewer than the coal formation, and the silurian older, and thus
by fixing the age of the former the coal question is narrowed

own as it were to a tract of country 150 miles wide. I do not
affirm that coal does exist there, but I think it a part of the
country which should be submitted to a very careful geological
Investigation.

The specimens of tertiary coal collected by you are very dif-
ferent from that of the true carboniferous period. You are
aware that in general it is not found in sufficient quantities to

e of economic value. Beds, however, two feet in thickness
are known to occur, and it is not beyond the limits of probabilit
that some large deposit may be discovered which would farnis
a great amount of fuel.

The following are the results of Dr. Dawson’s examinations :

NOTE ON FOSSIL-WOOD AND LIGNITE FROM THE
NORTH-WEST.

No. 1. Coniferous waod mineralized by iron pyrites.—It is

Dot sufficiently well preserved to allow its minute structure to
seen.

No. 2. Lignite.~This specimen has the appearance of jet,
t burns without flame, emitting a fetid odour. The structure,
a8 seen in slices and in the ashes, consists of woody fibre without
WMedulary rays, resembling coniferous wood, but very imper-
ectly preserved owing to the compression of the cell walls into
8 nearly homogenous mass. It much resembles in structure

and appearance the lignite from Mackenzie River, examined by
Bowerbank for Sir J. Richardson.*

No. 8. Coniferouswood partially silicified.—This shows layers

o annual growth, and under the microscope wood cells with eir-
cular discs in one row and close to each other. The medulary
iays are numerous and have each about fifteen rows of cells.
! belongs to the genus Peuce, of Witham, and Pinites of
Oeppert, and closely resembles P. Ponderosus, of the brown
coal formation of Silesia.} This would not, however, prove the

Ormation to be tertiary since wood of very similar character
—\

* Iebister.  Joumal of Geological Bociety, Vol. 11
1 Goeppert, Monographie Qet coniterie, ~

occursin Jurassic deposits. Of the modern pines with which I V
have compared it, it most resembles the Balsam Fir. Abjes

balsamea, . .
McGill College, . o
January, 19, 1859. '

The coal of the north-west, as I have already stated, may be
either tertiary or cretaceous. It occurs in numerous localities
all over the great region lying between the belt of silurian rocks
and the Rocky Mountains, and far south into the United States.
Sir John Richardson says that tertiary coal formations occur on
the flanks of the Rocky Klountains, the most southerly one being
in the Raton Pass,in latitude 87° 15’ N,, lougitude, 104° 35’
W., and upwards of seven thousand fee tabove the level of the
sea. Leaves of dicoty—ledenous trees obtained in these beds by
Lieutenant Abert, in 1847, are figured in Colonel Emory’s
Report to Congress, (pp. 522-547.) Nuttal observed lignite
beds associated with pink coloured pipe-clay on the Arkansas,
near the 48th parallel. Sir Alexander McKenzie states that a
narrow stripe of marshy, boggy, and uneven ground, producing
coal and bitumen, runs along the eastern base of the Rocky
Mountains, and he specifies latitude 52° N., longitude 1124°
W., on the southern branch of the Saskatchewan, and latitude
56° N., longitude 116° W., (Edge coal Creek) in the Peace
River, as places where coal beds are exposed. Mr. Drummond’s
specimens of coal with its associated rocks at Edmonton, (latitude
53° 45’ N., longitude 113° 20' W.,) on the north branch of
the Saskatchewan, and consequently between the places men-
tioned by Sir Alexander McKenzie. According to Mr. Drum-
mond the coal was in beds varying in thickness from six inches
to two feet, and interstratified with clay and sandstone. The
samples he selected were precisely similar to the slaty and con-
choidal varieties which are found at the mouth of the great Bear
River, and the resemblance between the sandstone of the two
localities is equally close. He also found a black tertiary pitch
coal which breaks into small conchoidal and cubical fragments,
which Mr. Small, a Clerk of the Hudson’s Bay Company, who
gave the first information of these beds, likened well to Span-
ish liquorice. At Edmonton the more slaty coal beds pass gra-
dually into a thin, slaty, friable sandstone, which is much im-
pregnated with carbonaceous matter, and contains fragments of
fibrous lignite. Hand specimens cannot be distinguished from
others gathered from the shale cliffs on the Arthabaska River.
Highly bituminised shale, considerably indorated, exists in
the vicinity of the coal at Edmonton, and clay iron-stones occur
in the clay beds.

Coal beds have been observed on fire on the Smoking River
and near Dunvegan on the Peace River.” (Journal of a Boat,
Voyage through Rupert’s Land. By Sir J. Richardson, 1851 ;
vol. 1, p. 197.)

The silurian specimens from Lake Winnipeg and Winni-
pegoos include several species which are new to science, but as
beiore describing them it would be advisable to procure a greater
number, in order to make the definitions as complete as possible,
I shall not notice them further than to quote from Mr. Jones’
letter what he says about the Liperditia from Lake Wirnipegoos :

“ GeoLoGICAL SurveY, SoMerRser Housk,
% London, January 5, 1859,

“ Mx Dear Sir,—The little Leperditia received in your let-
ter, which came to hand on the third, iy distinct from any species
1 have yet seen. In general form it resembles Cytheropsis con-
cinma Ann, and mag. N. H. 3 ser., vol. 1, pl. 10, figs.3 and 4
but it is a true Leperditia, and is five or six times larger. Itis
one of the narrowest and most cylindrical of the Leperditia that
I know. Cylindracea would not be an inapt term if you like to
use it.

“ Yours very trul
VY (i R JONES.”

My time has been so much occupied with other work, that I
have not been able to give all the specimens in the collection the
attention they deserve. Should any more be procured and sab-
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mitted to me, I shall endeavor to furnish a report that will in-
clude not only them but those of last year’s collection, which
have not yet been described. It would be well for the progress
of geology if all explorers would take as much care in pre-
serving the localities of their specimens as you have done, be-
cause it enables us to fixwith certainty the geographical position
of the outcrops of the formations. A few such points well
established here and there throughout a large region such as
that of the North-west, are in effect so many lengthened strides
towards the determination of the structure of the whole area.

1 have the honor to be,
Your very obedient servant
' E. BILLINGS.

8. J. Dawson, Esq.,
Engineer in command of the
Red River Expedition,
Red River Settlement.

t———

In the foregoing very valuable article it will be seen that Mr.
Billings says :—* If the true coal measures exist at all in that
part of the country, they will be found between the western
edge of the silurian belt and a line passing through a point 150
miles west of Fort Garry, and running north-west and south-
east.” Aud recommends that this intermediate belt between the
silurian and cretaceous formations should be submitted to avery
careful geological investigation. Now, as I have before stated,
the Indians report coal on the Duck Mountain, Thunder
Mountain, and on Red Deer River, precisely in the tract which
is recommended for investigation. On the Duck Mountain,
especially, they say it exists in place and in large quantities. I
think, therefore, that it would be advisable -that a practical
geologist should accompany the expedition next summer, it
would add but little to the cost, while it would lead to the deter-
mination of a question of the highest importance. Sir William
Logan, as I have stated in a previous communication, would
willingly send with us a gentleman in every way qualified for
the task, and has mentioned Mr. Richardson whose researches
have already led to most important scientific results.

ADAPTABILITY OF THE REGION WEST OF RED
RIVER FOR SETTLEMENT.

It is sometimes supposed by those who have not travelled on
the prairies, that they present the appearance of a vast green
lawn which the ploughshare could penetrate with ease, and in
many places this is the case, but it is by no means generally so.
The richest lands are often matted with roots, burrowed with
holes, and sometimes hummocky and uneven. A constant war
seems 1o be maintained between the fire and the forest, and where
a prairie has been recently burned, two or three yoke of oxen
might draw a plough with comparative ease, but where saplings
have taken root a little preparatory work would be necessary.
This is more particularly the case on the verge of the forests,
although even there considerable spaces are sometimes met with
without a tree or shrub of any kiud. Once brought under cul-
tivation, the prairie lands have the advantage of being free from
etumps which so much embarrass the labours of the agricultu-
ist in the new settlements of Canada. Another great advan-
tage in settling in a prairie region, as compared with a country
entirely wooded, is that cattle and horses may be at once intro-
duced in any number, as hay and pasturage may be had to an
unlimited extent. But for the little prairie wolves which infest
the whole country, sheep might be introduced with profit, and,
doubtless, as settlement advances the wolves will disappear.

I would here invite particular attention to the following remarks
by A. J. Russell, Esq., of Ottawa. From these it will be seen
how easy it is for a poor settler to establish himself in a country
such as I bave described, as compared to the difficulties which
encompass him in the forest,
these matters renders his opinions of the highest value.

His remarks are as follows : '

“ That part of our great western territory watered by the Red
River and the Assiniboine, and lying between these rivers and
Lake Winnipeg, as exhibited by the exploration of last spring,
is of a character calculated to render it highly interesting to the
public generally. Its value, however, as a field for colonization
can be duly appreciated only by those who have a practical
knowledge of the formation of new settlements.

“Though but a fraction of our western territory, it exceeds
Great Britain in area, as it also apparently does in the fertility
and general arableness of its soil. ~ Possessing a climate equal
on the average to that of the settled parts of Canada, it is evi-
dently capable of sustaining in comfort millions of inhabitants,
From its vast prairies in the south to the wooded part of it in the
north-east, around and between its lakes, .it presents a very
desirable variety of prairie and woodlands ; and to a very great
extent that combination of them which offers to the settler the
peculiar advantages of both, free from the disadvantages arising
from the exclusive prevalence of either.

“Very important also is the great system of inland water
communication of which the territory mentioned includes the
central and most important part. Not only the four hundred
miles of the navigable course of the Red River, falling into the
south end of Lake Winnipeg, and almost connecting with the
navigable waters of the Mississippi, and the four hungred miles
or probably double that extent, of the Saskatchewan falline intt;
the north end of Lake Winnipeg (which exceeds Lake Erie in
extent) But, more particularly as regards this territory, the
great interior system of water communication consisting of
Lakes Manitouba and Winnipegoos, with their connecting
waters, lying parallel to Lake Winnipeg and in continuous
navigable connection with it, presenting by it and Red River an
uninterrupted line of navigation from the northern extremity of
this territory down into the heart of the State of Minnesota.

¢ Apart from the present advantage of these inland water 8ys-
tems as 1nlets for settlement, the physical geographer will at once
recognise in them elements which, in accordance with all past
experience, must render this region the most important in" the
northern interior part of the continent,

¢ The chief peculiar advantage which this territory presents as
a field for settlement, lies in the combiration it offers of Prairie
and woodlands. The full value of this advantage can be appre-
ciated only by those who have had practical experience of the
great and continued labor required to clear off and cultivate a
new farm in a wooded country, and the obstruction it presents to
the making of the roads necessary for the formation of new
settlements, .

“Much is said of the advantage of the superior supply of
wood for fuel and fencing, afforded by wooded countries; but
these are indefinitely over-estimated by many, in comparing the
facilities for settlement offered by prairie lands and wooded
countries respectively ; such a comparison can be best approxi-
mated by reducing the matter to figures as far as possible.

‘ In some respects this will be easily done. Some of the diffi-
culties presented by woodlands are 'very tangible, and the cost
they occasion is well known, and by enumerating them on the
one side of the account of comparison, we shall be better able
to see how far, on the other hand, the superior facility of obtain-
ing wood for fuel and fencing will go to balance the "expense or
lost labor they oceasion. :

“The first and most obvious cause of expense, in money,or labor
is the necessity of clearing off the wood before the land can be
even imperfectly cultivated, the average cost of which is three
pounds five shillings an acre, but as the stumps still remain, an
outlay of twenty-five shillings an acre may be set down as to
be incurred afterwards in geuting rid of them. Where the stumps
are of pine or the land stony, the cost will be much greater.

“ In general, pine stumps, if removed at all, will cost at least
five shiilings a piece, and some will cost twenty-five shillings,

‘¢ We have here as one item, at least four pounds ten shillings
an acre of expense, to be incurred on account of the wood before

Mr. Russell’s long experience in J

the land can be brought thoroughly under the plough. This is
the cost to those who can pay for the labor of skilled back-
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woodsmen, accustomed to the use of the axe, who can do
twice as much of that kind of work as the emigrants from
Europe, even though accustomed to other kinds of hard labor.
To the farm labourer from Great Britain, whose time and indus-
try, if applied to the cultivation of prairie land, would be even
more valuable than that of the backwoodsman, the cost of clear-
ing woodland in money’s worth of his labor will be twice as
much. If he be very young he may learn the use of the axe
perfectly ; if not, he will never learn to use it so as to be able
to do as much work with it as the native backwoodsman.

¢ As by far the greater part of the emigrants who settle in the
woods have to clear their farms by their own unskilled labor,
admitting even that they become gradually more proficient, the
cost to them, in their own labor, of clearing their farms and
removing the stumps may, on a low estimate, be set down at
five pounds ten shillings an acre. I do not here speak of the
value which their labour in clearing would command. No
one would give them such a price for it. [ am speaking of the
value of the labor unavoidably lost by them on account of the
woods.

« Here we have then, to a family clearing a farm of a hundred
acres in ten or fifteen years, a loss of five hundred and fifty
pounds on account of the woods.

¢ The settler expends all this, and ten or fifteen years of the
best of his life, in toilsome struggles to convert his farm into such
proportions of open and wooded land as the settler on the
partly wooded prairie lands finds his when first he goes to it.
The latter can adopt a regular system of cultivation ten years
sooner than the other. He can put as much land under the
plough, and reap the fruit of it soon after commencing, as the
former can do after ten or fifteen years of crushing toil in clear-
ing land, which necessarily consumed much time which he
would gladly have devoted to more extensive cultivation, and
raising larger crops, had the woods not been an obstruction to
his doing so. It is true he has had plenty of wood for fuel and
fencing during the interval, so much so that he has had to burn
up twenty times as much as he was able to use in any form.
But it would be in the utmost degree absurd to suppose that
he has benefitted thereby to the value of five hundred -and
fifty pounds beyond the settler on the prairie lands, for he, also,
has had wood enough to serve his purposes, though he has not
been affected with such abundance of it, and has had, perhaps,
a greater distance to draw it.

¢ [t must be borne in mind, however, that settlers, in a great
part of the country under consideration, in the partly wooded
regions, and near the streams where a luxuriant growth
of wood extends, sometimes a mile, or even two miles in
depth along them, would enjoy every advantage of a wooded
country. '

“To recur to the labor of clearing land, I have already
explained that it is twice as great to the inexperienced, even
though accustomed to other kinds of hard labor, as to the native
backwoodsman. But how is it with the emigrant who has never
been inured to labor, the unfortunate man of business, or pro-
fessional man, the man who has lived hitherto in bodily ease by
some sedentary occupation, and is perhaps advanced in life, but
is forced by necessity to make a home in the backwoods? How
does he get along with the heavy woods? When he goes up to
attempt to fell a heavy tree, as thick as a hogshead, and as tall
as a steeple, his heart must sink within him. He can make no
more impression on it than a child, but yet it and others must
be cleared away before he can raise the barest sustenance for
himself and family. To him the clearing of a farm is painful
and tedious toil, requiring the exercise of the utmost fortitude.
What a relief it would be to him to be transported to a prairie
settlement, near the banks of some wooded stream. How
light the 10il of raising the necessaries of life would be when
relieved from the heavy additional labour of clearing the forest.

“Is it at all surprising then that so many European emigrants
should pass through Canada to seek the prairie lands of the

Dited States, where they can proceed at once with the regular
cultivation of the land, in which many of them are well skilled,
without undergoing the protracted toil of clearing land, to which

they are uaccustomed? KEven old and successful settlers in
Canada have, to my personal knowledge, found it much to their
advantage to do so.

¢ And would it not be desirable that ocur own prairie lands
should be thrown open to them by the establishment of an ef-
ficient line of communication, and by the commencement of
the organization and survey of lands for sale and settlement
within the territory under consideration ?

¢ But there is another heavy charge to enter in the account of
comparison against settlement in wooded countries. That is
the obstruction our dense forests present to the spread of settle-
ment, and the expense that has to be incurred in making roads
through them,

““ We have abundance of vacant fertile lands, but how diffi-
cult it is to get at them, and who can doubt that they would be
rapidly settled upon if it were not for the want of roads through
the forest to let the settlers in. It takes an expenditure of more
than a hundred pounds a mile to make a road through the
woods as passable as the natural surface of the prairie by the
innumerable routes it offers ; and, when a hundred pounds a
mile is spent in making a road through our forests, it gives
access only to the land immediately on the sides of it. The
moment the settlers strike from it to reach lands in the back
concessions the obstacle is again encountered, and the ex-
pense of opening the roads commences anew. It is a mode-
rate calculation to say that for every square mile of forest
country settled, an expense in money or labor of £100 has to
be incurred ultimately in making roads, or, what is worse, the
settlers have to endure, in hardship and difficulty of communi-
cation, a much greater loss from the want of them.

¢ Here again the practical man only can duly appreciate the
maguitude of the obstacle and the expense it entails; I speak
from having been engaged in spending about forly thousand
pounds in making roads through wooded countries.

“The facts I have mentioned may assist in showing more
definitely the loss, or cost of the obstruction, which the forests in
wooded countries entail upon the settler, in comparison with
which the value of the difference of facility in obtaining wood
for fuel and fencing, will be found to be insignificant where
such difference does exist, which it evidently does mot in a great
part of the mixed prairie and woodlands of the territory under
consideration. It is obvious, therefore, that this difference
does not in any considerable degree balance the superior ad-
vantages presented by the prairie lands for immediate and ex-
tensive cultivation, with freedom from heavy and difficult labor
in clearing the land.

“But the difficulty of access to this territory may be men-
tioned as an offset to the facilities which it offers to settlers.
The briefest consideration, however, will make it apparent
that the cost to settlers of getting into it, even by ordinary
land travel, would form but a small part of the five hundred
and filty pounds to be sunk, as alreadl{ mentioned, in the
additional toil of clearing even asmall farm in a wooded
country.

“ But it may be said that the territory is remote, and that the
expense of opening a line of communication, partly by ordi-
nary land roads, to connect the navigable waters available,
and partly by improving the latter, through such an extent
of uninhabited, and partly uninhabitable, country would be so
great, compared with the cost of opening up our unoccuped
territories much nearer home, as to be a serious objection on the
score of economy against the settlement of the country.

“ Now, far from this being true, the very reverse is the case,
and the fact of its being so is one of the strongest points in
favor of this territory. As to our unoccupied lands near
home, their capacity is insignificant as compared with that of
this region. Two-thirds of their extent at least are unfit for
seltlement, and a great part of the remaining third is far
inferior in fertility.

From the obstruction which their wooded character, as before
explained, presents to road making, it will take ten times the
outlay in roads, either by Government or the settlers, to render
the available lands they contain accessible for settlement, that
would be required to open a communication with Red River.
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And that place once touched the whole of our western prairie
territories, from their open character, would be asaccessible as
would our forest lands nearer home if covered with a continu-
ous net-work of colonization roads.

“ The only objection of any importance whatever which can
be adduced against this territory, as an advantageous field for
immediate settlement, is its remoteness from any market
for its produce. This is an objection which no practical
man could overlook. It happens, however, that its value
can be ascertained with tolerable accuracy by measurement
upon the map. By that it will be seen that this territory is as
near the navigable waters of the St. Lawrence (Lake Superior),
as the less fertile, and worse wooded and watered territories
of the United States, now proposed to be opened for settle-
ment with sanguine prospects of success, are to Milwaukie and
Chicago.

“ Doubtless the same inducemeunts will operate in favor of
both, viz: the facilities for immediate and extensive cultivation,
the absence of the profitless toil of the mere clearing of land,
and the consequent opportunity of living an easier life, which
is already in some degree observable in the small settlement
of Red River.

“ There is another objection to the immediate settlement of this
territory,which seems invariably entertained, though groundless ;
that is, the assumption that it cannot be colonized successfully
till the intermediate unoccupied regions north of Lakes Huron
and Superior be filled up.

“ With the great mass of experience before us, which we have
on such matters, it is very singular that this objection should be
copsidered of any importance.

¢ The unoccupied region north of Lakes Huron and Supe-
rior can as little affect the settlement of the Red River country
as the thousand miles of the uninhabited shores of the St. Law-
rence and Gulf affected the first settlement of Lower Canada.
On a smaller scale we have had many similar instances since.
The first settlement of the Eastern Townships ; that of the Mada-
waska, on the River St. John ; as well as the first settlements on
the Ottawa, at Hull, &c.; and we might almost quote that of the
interior Saguenay. All took place while there was no settlement
for a great distance between them and the occupied parts of the
Province. And, in the United States, we might cite the first
settlement beyond the Alleghanies, with the fearful addition of
Indian wars ; and, far more conclusively, the overland emigration
to Utah and Oregon, through regions more dangerous and in-
hospitable, and so much more remote, that our Red River set-
tlement is merely the first station on what is now believed to be
a more favorable route from the East to the West than that by
which these emigrations took place.” ‘

' A.J. RUSSELL.,

REMARKS ON THE CLIMATE.

The climate of the Red River Settlement will compare not
unfavorably with that of Kingston, Canada West. The spring
generally opens somewhat earlier, and agricultural operations
may be commenced sooner than at Kingston, but owing to the
proximity of Lake Winnipeg, which is late of breaking up, the
weather is always variable until the middle of May. The
slightest breeze from the north-west, blowing over the frozen
surface of that inland sea, has an immediate effect on the tem-
perature. On the other hand, the fall is generally open, with
mild, dry and pleasant weather. Last year the ‘ice began to
move on Red River on the 31st of March, and ploughing was
commenced in the settlement on the 9th of April.

In the fall of 1857 the Red River froze over on the 9th of
November, and it could be crossed on foot on the 16th, and this
was said to be somewhat earlier than usual. The winter was
mild throughout, except about the middle of February, when, g5
will be seen by the register, the thermometer indicated—37 o
Fah., but only on one occasion. 'The greatest average depth of
snow on the prairies did not exceed one foot, while in the wooded
region to the eastward near the Lake of the Woods, it might be
about 1 foot 4 inches. The snow on the prairies evaporates

even in cold weather with amazing rapidity, ard with the first
warm weather in the Spring it entirely disappears.

Cattle are seldom housed, but are commonly driven to the
shelter of some wood, and left to forage for themselves, except
in severe weather, when they are supplied with hay.

The winter which I spent in Red River Settlement may have
been an unusually mild one, but that such winters are not un-
frequent may be inferred from the following evidence given by
Colonel Crofton, before a Committee of the House of Commons
appointed to investigate the claims of the Hudson’s Bay Com-

any :—
d guestion 3197. (Mr. Roebuck).—Can you tell me when the
spring or summer there (in the Red River Settlement) begins?
The season opens about the first week in April, and closes about
the middle of November; that is to say, the rivers, lakes and
swamps freeze in the middle of November,

3198. That is about what occurs in Lower Canada 7—I
thought it was about that of Upper Canada ; I may be wrong.

3199. Does the summer season close as early as the middle of
November ?—The summer season may be said to close in August,
but the finest weather is what is called the fall, which extends
from August to the middle of November.

3200. When does the permanent snow fall ?—It commences
in the latter part of November, and is not off the ground uatil
the first week in April.

3201. Had you an opportunity of seeing any agriculture
when you were there >—A great deal.

3202. What sort of crops did they grow ?—OQats, barley, and
wheat, chiefly, but all sorts of vegetables,

3203. Did the wheat ripen 7—In 90 days from sowing,

3204. It ripened very perfectly? It was the finest wheat I
ever saw. :

3205. Was the soil fertile? Along the immediate banks of
the rivers, and extending for, perhaps, the breadth of two miles,
no finer loamy soil could be seen, with a limestone foundation.

8206. Is it geologically limestone —All.

3207. And wherever limestone is, there is fertile land, is not
there ?—1I think that is the consequence.

3208. Do you know how far the limestone extends ; looking
at that map? 1 have ascertained from servants of the Hudson’s
Bay Company that it extends, as a base of the whole prairie
land, to the ﬂocky Mountains.

3209. So that, in fact, that part of the territory is fit for agri-
culture? Quite so.

3210. And would make a good colony —It might maintain
millions.

According to the Isothermal charts of Lorin Blodget, the
lines of equal temperature for the summer should have a north-
west direction from Red River. Now, admitting this theory to be
correct, the climate of Red Deer River and Swan River, other
circumstances being the same, should be equal to that of the Red
River Settlement. But I am of opinion that it is superior, inas-
much as that these rich valleys, while they are at but a very
slight elevation above the valley of Red River, are removed
from the influence of the cold winds from Lake Winnipeg,
which prejudicially affeet the latter in the spring. As an
instance of the change of elimate which is produced by the differ-
ence of elevation in this region, I may mention that the vegeta-
tion, in' the middle of June, was much further advanced in the
valley of Swan River than at Fort Pelly, which is some distance
further 1o the south, but at a greater altitude by some 400 feet.

While on this subject, I quote from Blodget's climatology
some of his remarks on the climate of the north-west territories,
which I am confident will be read with interest.

“ By reference to the illustration of the distribution of heat
we see that the cold at the north of the great lakes does not
represent the same latitude further west, and that beyond
them the thermal lines rise as high in latitude, in most cases, as
at the west of Europe. Central Russia, the Baltic districts and
the British Islands, are all reproduced in the general structure,
though the exceptions here fall against the advantage, while
there they favor it, through the immediate influence of the Gulf
Stream. ‘

¢ Climate is undisputably the decisive condition, and when
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we find the isothermal of 60° for the summer rising on the inte-
rior American plains to the 61st parallel, or fully as high as its
average position for Europe, it is impossible to doubt the
existence of favorable climates over vast areas now unoccupied.

¢ This favorable comparison may be traced for the winter
also, and in the averages for the year. The exceptional cold of
the mountain plateaus, and of the coast below the 43rd parallel,
masks the advantage more or less to those who approach these
areas from the western part of the Central States, and from the
coast of California; but though the distinct mountain ranges
remain high at the north, the width of their base, or of the
plateau from which they rise, is much less than at the 42nd
parallel, The elevated tracts are of less extent, and the propor-
tion of cultivable surface is far greater.

¢ It will be seen that the thermal lines for each season are
thrown northward further on passing Lake Superior westward,
in the charts of this work, than in those of the military report
prepared by the author. At the time those were drawn the
number of the observations beyoand the limits of the United
States were so small that the full expression was not given to
the statistics then used, in the fear that some correction would
ultimately be found to apply to them, reducing the extreme
northward curvatures they indicated. But a further collection
and comparison watrants the position now given to the thermal
lines, placing them further northward than before, and extending
them in a course due north-west from Lake Superior to the 58th
parallel. For the extreme seasons, winter and summer, this
accurate diagonal extension of the thermal lines across the areas
of latitude and longitude is very striking. The buffalo winter
in the upper Arthabasca, at least as safely as in the latitude of
St. Paul’s, Minnesota ; and the spring opens at nearly the same
time along the immense line of plains from St. Pauls to
McKenzie's River.

“ The quantity of rain is not less important than the measure
of heat to all purposes of occupation; and for the plains east of
the Rocky Mountains there may reasonably be some doubt as to
the sufficiency; and doubts on the point whether the desert belt
of lower latitudes is prolonged to the northern limit of the plains.
If the lower deserts are due to the altitude and mass of the
mountains simply, it would be natural to infer their existence
along the whole line, where the Rocky Mountains run parallel,
and retain their altitude ; but the dry areas are evidently due to
other causes primarily, and they are not found above the 47th
parallel in fact. It is decisive of the general question of the
sufficiency of rain, to find the entire surface of the upper plains
either well grassed or well wooded ; and recent information on
these points almost warrants the assertion that there are no
barren tracts of consequence after we pass the bad lands, and the
coteaus of the Missouri. Many portions of these plains are known
to be peculiarly rich in grasses; and probably the finest tracts
lie along the eastern base of the mountains, in positions corres-
ponding to the most desert-like of the plains at the south. The
higher latitudes certainly differ widely from the plains which
Stretch from the Platte southward to the Llano Estacado of
Texas, and none of the references made to them by resideats or
travellers indicate desert characteristics, Buffalo are far more
abundant on the northern plains, and they remain through the
Winter at their extreme border, taking shelter in the belts of
Woodland on the upper Athabasca and Peace Rivers. Grassy
Savannas like these necessarily imply an adequate supply of
rain ; and there can be no doubt that the correspondence with
the European plains in like geographical position,—those of
eastern Germany and Russia,—is quite compfete in this respect,
If a difference exists, it isin favor of the American plains, which
" ve a greater proportion of surface waters, both as lakes and

1vers, '

After remarking on the region west of the Rocky Mountains,

€ goes on to say— )
¢ Next is the arca of the plains east of the Rocky Mountains,
Dot less remarkable than the first for the absence of attention
€retofore given to its intrinsic value as a productive and culti-
vable region, within easy reach of emigration. This is a wedge
shaped tract, ten degrees of longitude in width at its base along
the 47ch parallel, inclined noni-westward to conform to the

trend of the Rocky Mountains, and terminating not far from the
60th parallel in a narrow line, which still extends along the
Mackenzie for three or four degrees of latitude, in a climate
barely tolerable. Lord Selkirk began his efforts at colonization
here* as early as 1805, and from personal knowledge he then
claimed for this tract a capacity to support thirty millions of in-
habitants. All the grains of the cool temperate latitudes are
produced abundantly—Indian corn may be grown on both
branches of the Saskatchewan, and the grass of the plains is
singularly abundant and rich. Not only in the earliest explora-
tion of these plains, but now, they are the great resort for buffalo
herds, which with the domestic herds, and the horses of the
Indians and the colonists remain on them and at their woodland
borders throughout the year.

The simple fact of the presence of these vast herds of wild
cattle on plains at so high a latitude, is ample proof of the cli-
matological and productive capacity of the country. Of these
plains, and their woodland borders, the valuable surface measures
Sully five hundred thousand square miles.”

To the above I may add, that the talented author in his
isothermal chart, shewing the mean distribution of heat for the
summer, places the line of 60° to the north of the Lake of the
Woods, and that of 65° at Fort Garry. The same authority
gives a summer of 95 days to Toronto, and of 90 to Cumber-
land House, in latitude 54° north, the extreme northern limit of
the region to which my descriptions refer.

On proceeding to the south-eastward from Red River, the cli-
mate gradually becomes colder and more rainy. That a great
precipitation of rain takes place at and near the high lands, which
separate the waters flowing to Lake Winnipeg from those
which run towards Lake Superior, is evinced by the magnitude
of the rivers, as compared with the area which they drain. The
climate, however, seems to be milder on the western slope of
these high lands than on the eastern.

On the 12th and 13th of September we passed from Lac des
Mille Lacs to Dog River, and found a marked difference in the
progress of the season, notwithstanding the shortness of the
distance. At Mille Lacs the tender foliage of the poplars near
the water had just begun to change, but the woods in their
general aspect were as green as in summer; while on Dog
River, the rich tints of antumun appeared on the hill sides, and
the rustle of falling leaves indicated how severe the weather had
been on the eastern, as compared with the western declivity.

In closing my remarks on the climate, I would say that, as a
general rule, the season during which agricultural operations
can be carried on at Red River, is somewhat longer than in
Canada, east of Kingston, while in winter the cold is more
intense, although not uniformly so, than in any part of Canada
west of Three Rivers. In regard to salubrity, there are no
diseases, so far as I could learn, incidental to the country. Ague
is unknown, and a population more healthy than that of the
Red River Settlement cannot be met with anywhere.

THE RED RIVER SETTLEMENT.

So much has been written in respect to this settlement, that I
need notice it but very briefly. In doing so, bowever, I shall
endeavour to correct some misapprehension respecting the
people of mixed origin, which might arise from the accounts dis-
seminated regarding them.

The settlement commences about ten miles above Lake Win-
nipeg, and extends to the south for some fifty miles along the
Red River, and to the westward for about seventy miles on the
Assiniboine, there being, however, a long interval on the latter
river, between the White Horse Plains and the Prairie Portage
without any settlers. The population, by a census taken three
years ago, was seven thousand, but including the settlers at the
Prairie Portage, and the people who mostly live about Red River,
without any fixed habitation, it may now amount to some ten
thousand individuals.

The inhabitants of the lower section are mostly Indians, those

%At the Red River Settlement near the §0th parallel
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of the middle part chiefly retired traders and voyageurs, or
descendants of the first Scotch settlers brought out by Lord Sel-
kirk ; while the upper part is almost exclusively peopled by a
race of mixed origin, descended from the French Canadian
voyageurs, and the native Indians.

That the settletaent should have advanced but slowly is not
to be wondered at, considering how far removed it is frorn the
civilized world, but still there has been progress, and that of a
most pleasing and satisfactory description, and I question if at
this moment it would not compare favorably with any rural set-
tlement of equal extent in Canada.

The people of mixed origin are generally leaving the customs
of their Indian ancestry, and adopting the habits of civilised
life. The Indians, in their part of the settlement, have built
themselves houses, and cultivate the land. They send their
children to school, and have embraced Christianity, to the obser-
vances of which they are singularly attentive. The pzople of
unmixed European descent have excellent houses, and good
farms, with horses, sheep, and herds of cattle.

In the settlement altogether, there are two libraries, nine
churches, and eighteen schools. ~ Of the Churches, five are Epis-
copalian, three Roman Catholic, and one Presbyterian. Of the
schools, four are for the instruction of females, one of these at
St. Cross being under the immediate patronage of His Lordship
the Bishop of Rupert’s Land, and there young ladies are instructed
in French, Music and all the branches of education which it is
usually thought necessary for them to acquire.

The Grey Nuns have a large establishment just opposite to the
mouth of the Assiniboine, and another, a smaller one, at the
White Horse Plains, These ladies devote themselves chiefly to
the instruction of the children of mixed Canadian and Indian
origin, and the effects of their zeal, piety, and unfailing indus-
try are manifest in the social improvement of the race, for
whose benefit they are content to lead a life of toil and privation.

There is still another school for the instraction of young ladies
at the rapids, and I was informed that it, also, was an excellent
establishment, under the direction of an accomplished lady
from England.

At the collegiate school established by the Bishop of Rupert’s
Land, the higher branches of education are taught, and some
of the young gentlemen of the setiement instructed there,
have subsequently distinguished themselves in other lands,
winning the highest degrees at Cambridge and elsewhere.

In the event of the communication being opened up to Red
River, it will be a matter of no small importance to those who
seek that remote region to know that establishments exist,
where their children may have the advantage of an education
scarcely inferior to what they might obtain in any country.

The demand for agricultural produce in the Red River Set-
tlement being, of necessity, limited to the requirements of the
fur trade, farming is not practised to that extent which it would
otherwise be. And, if the settlers in a measure neglect this
branch of industry, it is not fairly attributable to indolence of
disposition so much as to absolute want of inducement.

In reference more especially to the population of mixed ori-
gin, or, as they are usually called, half-breeds, when it is con-
sidered that they are the descendants of hunters and voyageurs,
that their fathers either lived by the chase or led a life of rov-
ing and adventure, the wonder will be that they have settled
down so quietly, and evince such a tendency to exchange the
wild freedom of Indian life for the dulness of a settled home
and the quict humanities of civilization. .

As they live at present they generally grow enough for their
own use, and they are possessed of cattle, sheep, and horses
which demand some measure of attention ; but they have also
their hunting seasons, and after the crops are sown in spring,
and when they are harvested in the fall, they form into bands and
seek the pleasures and the dangex:s of the chase. Generally,
they go southwestward to the plains of the Cheyenne or the
Coteaus of the Missouri. In these long marches they are re-
gularly organized, under the direction of officers duly elected
to command. On seeing the buffalo, which usually go in large
herds, they form into line and ride on at a hand gallop, until,
at a word given by their leader, they dash forward among the

bewildered animals, firing and loading from on horseback, with
the most amazing rapidity. Sometimes the bulls give battle,
and it not unfrequently happens that horse and rider are rolled
on the ground. They have, however, more terrible enemies to
enconnter in the Sioux Indians, who hang on their path, with
the view of possessing themselves of the scalp of any unfor-
tunate straggler who happens to separate from the main party.
They used formerly to have frequent encounters with these
savages, but of late years the Sioux have learned to fear their
sure aim and determined spirit, and confine themselves to such
attacks as involve but little risk on their part, although they are
annoying to the hunters, and compel them to be continually on
their guard.

A successful hunt enables the settlers to live in comfort and
abundance during the winter, and I doubt if they will relin-
quish the practice, or lose their fondness for the chase, until
the buffalo have entirely disappeared. But this, I think, by
no means evinces an indifference to the advantages of civil-
ization. Formerly they lived entirely by the chase; now
they follow it as affording an agreeable occupation, and an
adjunct to their means of subsistence. With the produce of
their farms they could not always obtain clothing, or the little
articles of luxury, such as tea and tobacco, which are indis-
pensable even to them; but with pemican and Buffalo meat
they can, for these are always in demand at the Hudson’s Bay
Company’s stores; so that hunting, after all, is a necessity of
their situation as much as a passion. But even if it were the
latter, that is that they could not resist the temptation ; make
the circumstances equal, and I question if they would be found
to differ much in this respect from more civilized communities.
And I doubt whether there is a community so sédate, as to
deny themselves the pleasure of shooting the wild cattle of the
plains, if they were roaming by thousands within a few days’
march of their dwellings, even if the pastime were attended
with a little peril.

In physical appearance the half-breeds are far superior to
either of the races to which they are allied. Among the hab-
ttants of Lower Canada they would look like a race of giants,
and they are much more robust and muscular than the neighbor-
ing Indians. This is due, in a measure, no doubt, to their lead-
ing a life peculiarly favorable to the development of the human
frame ; to the nutritious food which they use, and the extreme
salubrity of the climate in which they live. Physiologists might
perhaps find other causes; but, be that as it may, they are a
hardy, vigorous and active race.

In regard to the social condition of the settlement, crime is
scarcely known, the only serious case which occurred, during
my residence there, being that of a man who killed and appro-
priated to himself a cow, an offence, combined with the perpe-
tration of which there were concomitant circumstances, which
occasioned him to be imprisoned for six months.

The influence of the Missionaries, whether Protestant or
Roman Catholic, is everywhere observable in the moral tone
which pervades the community. During our residence in the
settlement and on our exploratory excursions I employed many
of the half-breeds, and was thrown of necessity so much among
them that I had good opportunities of observing their charac-
ter, and it is much to their credit and that of their instructors
that I am able to say, that 1 never once heard an oath or an
indelicate expression made use of among them. This isdiffer-
ent from what may be too often observed among the lower orders
of other communities. But with their good qualities they
combine some others which are not so agreeable. In disposi-
tion they are proud, exceedingly sensitive, and ready to take
offence. They will do anything to oblige, and fly to anticipate
one’s wants, but an order sternly given excites hostility at once.
They are as volatile as children, and, if offended, would care
little for marching off and depending on their guns for subsis-
tance if they were even five hundred miles from their homes.
Some of my assistants, who were young men, and did not
trouble themselves much about the character and disposition of
those who were under their command, had extreme difficulty
in managing them ; indeed, on one occasion, they were almost
completely deserted, but for my own part I never had the
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slightest trouble or difficulty with them. Apart from the defects
just mentioned, they are respectful to their superiors, and gen-
erally set about deing what is required of them with the greatest
alacrity and enthusiasm. Active, however, as they are, they
do not like continuous labour, and in travelling in the west, if
I had the organization of a party, I would choose about an
equal number of half-breeds and French Canadian voyageurs.

That the settlement is not retrogading but advancing, and
that, far from falling back to the habits of their ludian ancestry,
the people are rapidly improving in their social condition, may
be gathered from the following remarks of the Bishop of Ru-
pert’s Land in his ¢ Notes of the Flood.” After remarking on
the immediate distress which the flood had caused, his Lord-
ship says:—

“Taking it, however, inanother light, and asking how will the
flood be felt ? and the answer is very different. The distress will,
we think, be small, compared with that on the former occasion.
Much has been taken, but much more has been left. We arise
from the flood in a very different condition from before. The
seltlement was then in its infancy, there were but few cattle ;
a single boat is said to have transported all in the Middle Dis-
trict in one forenoon. Now, each setiler of a better stamp has
a large stock of cattle : the one whose record of the first flood
we had read at home had then but one cow ; he has now, after
all his losses in other ways, fifty or sixty head of cattle. Before,
loo, there was bat little grain, and the pressure of want was
felt even when the waters were rising. Their dependence
throughout was on the scanty supply of fish, or what might be
procured by the gun. Now, there is a large amount of grain
In private hands, and, even with the deduction of the land
which is this year rendered useless, a far larger number of
acres under cultivation. In this light it is comparatively less
severe: the whole of the cultivated land was then under
water : nearly all the houses were carried off by it. It was, as
many have called it, a cleaner sweep ; but there were then few
houses or farms below the Middle Church, or on the Assiniboine
above the Upper Fort. The districts of the Rapids and Indian
Settlement were still in the wildness of nature.

. “Though there is, therefore, greater suffering and loss, there
I1s greater elasticity and power to bear, and larger means to
meet jt.”

“ All this may be attributed to the progress of civilisation, and
the advancement of the people, in the interval. = Of this, a single
Visit to any of the encampments might have afforded sufficient
Pl‘fmf. Instead of the bare, unfurnished tent, there was one sup-
plied with every necessary, and generally with the stove to
afford its warmth, with a large stock of domestic cattle feeding
around.

‘ There was cooking, baking, and churning goingon. Boat
after boat was required to carry off the property; whereas
b‘efore, nearly all might have been carrietF on their persons.
The return, too, seems more hopeful. Before, a large number

eft, of those unattached to the soil, without any tie to their
country. In the interval, a large population has sprung up, who
are by birth bound to the land, and look to it as their home.

any are so connected that they feel it impossible to leave.

heir family ties are here, the family branches are spread over
the land, and root themselves in its very soil. Now to this we
look as the strength and sinew of the country : a population
Contented and happy, I had almost said, proud of their land.

he increased facilifies of intercourse are also adding to this
gradual improvement. To be brought more before the eye of
others will inevitably have a beneficial tendency. The flood
of 1852 will occupy a far larger space in the public mind than
that of 1826. Instead of a few solitary settlers, unknown and
almost forgotten by their fellow-men, they are now parts of a
mighty system, linked more closely by sympathy and interest
to other lands,”
The importance of the Red River Settlement will not fail to
Stl'lke those who have considered the subject of colonizing the
Tegion to the west thereof. Here is already a nucleus where
' e Wants of settlers may be supplied in the first instance, and
;ll Population of ten thousand ready to welcome them and give

lem the advantage of their experience. At present, it is true,

that the people raise but little more than suffices for their own
wants, but let a demand arise and agriculture would soon be
extended, and would continue to extend as that demand in-
creased. To appreciate the full value of this little colony, it
needs but to be cousidered how vastly the difficulty of intro-
ducing settlement would be enhanced if it were not there.

THE HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY'S ESTABLISHMENTS.

These cannot be passed over without some notice, in a des-
cription of the ferritory where they exercise so great an influ-
ence. In noticing them, however, I shall confine my remarks
to what was open to observation, without reference to the
political questions with which they may be associated, or the
extent or nature of the trade which is carried on, as these are
subjects beyond the scope of our instructions, and as, more-
over, we could not with any degree of propriety have pried into
the affairs of a Company, whose establishments were thrown
perfectly open to us, and whose hospitality we so often expe-
rienced.

The first place of any consequence on the line of route is
Fort William, at the mouth of the Kaministaquia, an estab-
lishment which derives peculiar interest from its having
been at one period the great emporium of the North-west
Company of Canada. At one time as many as three thousand
people were sometimes assembled there, with rich loads of
peltries from the interior, or merchandise from Montreal, but,
since the amalgamation of the Companies, the trade of the
interior has been diverted to Hudson’s Bay, and Fort William
has lost much of its importance. It is now the residence
of a chief trader, and is still the centre of a cansiderable
traffic in summer, Mr. Mclntyre, the gentleman in charge,
having established fisheries which afford employment to a
number of people of mixed origin, who have settled a little
higher up on the Kaministaquia. To Mr. Mclntyre the various
branches of the expedttion have been repeatedly indebted, not
only for his kind welcome and hospitality, but for his readi-
ness in supplying canoes and much of the material requisite for
the journey across the country to Red River, and, latterly, he has
done what lay in his power to aid the mail contractors in for-
warding the mails to Fort Garry.

Fort Frances, the next establishment on the route, is situated,
at Rainy Falls, in the very heart of the Saulteux country,
but it does not seem now to be a place of so great impor-
tance as it doubtless was when the trade of the interior passed
that way. The officers at this post, Mr. Pether, Mr. Chatelains,

and others, were always very kind and obliging.

The next post is at Rat Portage, but it is quite a small estab-
lishment as compared with the others.

Fort Alexander, at the mouth of the Winnipeg, the next in
order, is the residence of a chief factor, but the trade to which
it once owed its importance is now, I believe, diverted to Red
River.

The Stone Fort, or Lower Fort Garry, on the Red River, isby
far the finest establishment in the territory. A square area of
some six acres in extent is enclosed with walls and bastions of
stone. Within this enclosure are the Company’s buildings, all
of them most substantial edifices of stone. The stores are situ-
ated on either side, and in the centre stands the residence of the
officers, a very imposing building, with verandahs running
completely round it, and grounds in front laid off and planted
with great taste. This establishment is in charge of Mr. Lilly,
a young gentleman from Scotland, who, in addit'gn to his duties
as a trader, carries on extensive farming operations. Last
spring he brought a considerable extent of new land under
cultivation.

Upper Fort Garry, situated at the confluence of the Red River
and Assiniboine, is a similar establishment, except that the
space enclosed is not quite so large, and that there are a greater
number of buildings. This is the residence of the chief factor
of the district and Governor of Assiniboine. Here, also, the
military are quartered. It is the principal commercial empo-
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rium of the settlement, and people of all shades, from the dusky
Indian of the plains, to the fair complexioned native of the
Hebrides, may be constantly seen thronging about the gates.

Besides the establishments above enumecrated, we visited
Pembina, Fort Ellice, Fort Pelly, and Swan River House, but
reference has been made to all of these in previous reports.

On reflecting that since the amalgamation of the North-west
Company of Canada with the Hudson’s Bay Company, when
they became one under the latter title, such establishments have
gradually spread over half a continent, from Hudson’s Bay to
the Pacific, and from the boundary line to the Arctic seas, it is
impossible not to admire the order and system which are every-
where observable in their management. It is a vast system of
economy, carried out with the utmost sagacity and foresight in
all its details ; and a system, too, which seems to work equally
well under circumstances widely different. In the back settle-
ments of Canada, on the stormy shores of Labrador, among the
warring tribes of the plains, or in the frozen regions of the
north, it seems to be alike successful.

An organization so perfect can only be traced to the agency
of superior management, and I am of opinion that the success
of the united Companies is as much due to the high talent of
the officers who have the direction of their affairs, as to other
circumstances to which it is more frequently attributed ; and
there can be no doubt that the same judzment, care, and
economy brought to bear on any pursuit, would mect with a
very marked measure of success.

THE NATIVE INDIANS.—WHETHER THEY WOULD
BE LIKELY TO OPPOSE COLONIZATION, &ec.

In considering the project of colonizing the region to the
west of Red River, the- question naturally suggests itself as to
whether settlement would be likely to be opposed by the native
population, and whether if opposition arose, it would be of a
formidable character.

Settlement would in the first instance spread over the terri-
tory which, with a soil well adapted for its development, was
at the same time the most easy of access; and, in this respect,
the valley of the Assiniboine, and the country bordering on the
Manitouba and Winnipegoos Lakes, and their various feeders,
would be the first to fill up; and throughout the greater part of
this extensive region, even in its present state, a settler would be
as safe as in the backwoods of Canada. The Assiniboine inone
part of itscourse, that is, between the Rapid River and Brandon
House, touches on the Sioux country, but.upon the whole I
think, with respect to this, the only part of the country under
consideration where there is any danger of molestation {rom
Indiuns, the accounts of their power and disposition to do harm
are very much exaggerated. Talking the region to which my
descriptions more particularly refer, the Indians are not more
numerous than they are in some other parts of Canada, and with
ordinary precaution no danger need be apprehended from them.
Farther to the west, on the South Branch of the Saskatchewan,
the Blackfoot Indians are said to be numerous and warl:ke, bat,
as their inte.course with the whites increases, their habits will
no doubt chanze as those of other Indians have changed, and,
judging from ximilar cases, it is but reasonable to suppose that
ere settlement reaches them they will have ceased to be
dangerous.

On the north branch of th: Sakatchewan, near Fort’s Pitt and
Edmonton, the Indians are numerous, but from all I could
learn I Lelieve they are peaceably disposed. By this route the
traders pass ® and from the Columbia and the Pacific, and even

emigrants have passed with their families without experiencing

the slightest molestation. .
That the Indians are diminishing in numbers in the region
immediately to the westward of Red River does not admit of
a doubt. But there is one pleasing circumstance connected
with their partial disappearance, and that is that they have to
a certain extent amalgamated with the whites. The population
of origin thus mixed in the Red River Settlement, and in the
country drained by the Assiniboine and Little Saskatchewan,

cannot be less thansix or seven thousand, which, taken to-
gether with the remaining natives of unmixed deseent, is per-
haps as great a number as ever occupied the territory.

To the eastward of Red River, at the Lake of the Woods
and Rainy River, the Indians are said to be increasing of late
years, and {from all I could see, or learn, I believe this to be the
case. And, as they occupy the country through which any line
of communication between Lake Superior and Red River must
pass, it becomes of the utmost importance to ascertain every
particular regarding them, to cultivate a good understanding,
and take such measures as would prevent the possibi-
lity of a collision with them. They are still in a state of
primitive barbarism. Missionaries have been among them
frequently, but have never succeeded in making much impres-
sion upon them, in the way of leading them to embrace
Christianity. Their habits and customs are probably the same
as they were at the time the first Canadian traders penetrated
into the country. Every spring, on the opening of the naviga-
tion, they assemble at Fort Francis to celebrate the Dog feast
and Scalp dance common to all the tribes in that direction.
As many as 500, I have been told, sometimes assemble together
on these occasions. Some of them come from Red Lake, within
the United States boundary, others from Rat Portage, the
Lake of the Woods, Rainy Lake and Lac des Bois Blanes.

Sir George Simnson estimatesthe entire population as follows :
Fort Frances, veeeee eseees svsessss 1,500

Fort Alexander, coeeeesesseccssees 300

Rat Portage,.coveeceecaen ssesssss 500

WhiteDOg, s00000 srvste esnsee e 100

Lac du Bonnet, ceeeveeeaces cane ae 50

Lac des Bois Blancs,e ecvcveaeeeees 200

Shoal Lake (Lac Plat),eveeeeeaees 200
2,850

But this, I suppose, does not include those who come from the
United States side. Nevertheless, when the extent of country
over which this population is spread is considered, it cannot be
considered very great even for an Indian population. Bat itis
deserving of attention that the fact of their having abundance
of food at certain seasons enables them to collect in numbers
sufficiently greatto be formidable if inclined to be troublesome.
Sir John Richardson, who passed several times through their
country, describes them as being ‘¢ saucy, and independent of
the Hudson’s Bay Company, from the fact that they have abun-
dance of sturgeon and great quantities of wild rice, so that they
can feed themselves without having recourse to the supplies of
ammunition or clothing with which the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany supply their Indians.” This is the case, and I may add
that their country is tolerably rich in fars for which, being near
the frontier, they geta high price either from the Hudson’s Bay
Company, or from the American fur traders.

They are ceriainly of an independent, and 1 should say
unmanageable disposition ; and their natural ferocity is not les-
sened by their constant wars with the Sioux Indians, on the
confines of the great prairies, to which every branch of the
tribe occasionally sends its contingent. Though but few
usually fall in these wars, they are always kept alive, and
attended with al! the circumstances of atrocity common to
Indian feuds. The night attack on the slumbering enemy,
the indiscriminate slaughter of men, women, and children, the
scalping knife and the tomahawk, are as much characteristic
of that warfare as they were of the early Indian wars of which
we read. No later than last spring, eleven Saulteux Indians
had encamped on an Island, on a luke near Crow Wing. They
had been observed by a much larger party of Sioux ; and in the
morning eleven recking scalps indicated how completely they
had been surprised.

I mention these circumstances not with the view of convey-
ing the impression that there is any present danger on the
route by Rainy River, but simply to inform the Government of
the character of the people with whom the country will be
brought in contract in introducing settlement, and opening up
the communication, and to point out the way in which I think
the possibility of collision with them may be avoided. As
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already stated, ihe Indians who frequent Rainy River are in the
habit of assembling in considerable numbers in summer. Now,
aamitting that their present pacific disposition should continue,
and that a treaty were made with them by which they should
agree to relinquish a certain portion of their lands, it is still to
be considered that in introducing a mixed assemblage of colo-
nists for settlement, or laborers for the construction of roadls,
there might be some among them who would not be slow to
give offence to the Indians, who, in their turn, would be ready
enough to retaliate. A collision once occurring, if it were of a
serious naiure, and no controlling power near at hand, the
whole tribe would be at once in arms, and might, as it is to be
apprehended they would, give a great deal of trouble. Fort
Frances and the Rainy River are the only places where this
covld occur; and, in order 10 prevent the possibility of such a
contingency, it would be necessary to have a military force at
the former place of, say, as many troops as are now at Fort
Garry ; that is, something over a hundred men. From what I
have observed of the character of these Indians, and after
maturely considering the subject, I am convinced that the moral
effect which would be produced by the merc presence of such
a force would effectually prevent any act of violence or agres-
sion on their p:t, while, at the same time, it would be a pro-
tection to them against agression on the part of unruly settlers
or laborers.

Fort Frances is in a position from which communication
would be easy, either to the eastward or westward. Below it
the navigation is unimpeded, by Rainy River and the Lake
of the Woods, to within ninety miles of Fort Garry. Above it
there is no interruption to the head of Rainy Lake, so that
troops might, if necessary, be moved in either direction ; but I
do not think it would be necessary to move them, for their
presence alone would be sufficient to ensure tranquility.

In my letter of the 2lst August, 1858, from Fort William, I
mentioned that I had had an interview with the Saulteux
Chiefs at Fort Frances, the result of which was that they
accorded their full permission to examine the country, but
requested that some person might be sent to meet them on their
assembling next spring, to explain the objects of the expedition,
and whether it was intended to take up any of their lands for
seitlement, in which case they trusted nothing would be done
until arrangements had been made with them. At this inter-
View they were very friendly, and I gave them a letter which
Pegwis, the chief of the Saulteux Indians at Red River, had
Prepared for me of his own accord, and entirely unsolicited on
My part. The letter, written by a native schoolmas'er, at the
old chief’s dictation, was as follows :—

(Copy.) Tae Cuier Pucisk,
(Pronounced Pegwis.)

My frends,—I hope you all that are to the east of this Colony
Will give the same respect as we have done to these gentlemen,
Blving them full permission so as to explore the country along
the line of route. Knowing I being the oldest Chief] I have
full confidence you will listen to my advice.

Your Chief; the
PUGISE x
mark.

This letter I had read to them in their own language, and it
evidently produced a favourable impression, although they do
Not look upon Pugise as so great a man, by any means, as their
OWn principal chief.

In the event of taking up a portion of their lands for coloni-
Sallon | have already had the honor to suggest that the pay-
ments should be made in the shape of yearly presents of such
articles as would be most useful to them. This is the system
adopted by the United States Government, and, when it is
graperly carried out, it is no doubt the best; but this is not
at 'gys the case, as I had an opportunity of observing last Fall

'he Grand Portage, where a branch of this same tribe receive
Payments for their lands. On arriving at that place on the 1st

ugust I observed 'a number of Indians waiting for the agent

With their payments. Two months later I again passed that

way, and they were still there, with a considerable addition to

their number, in daily expectation of the agent, as they had
been when I first saw them. The Fall was setting in and it
was time they should set out for their hunting grounds, but
whether the agent came, eventually, or whether they had to
return to the interior, disappointed of the pittance which they
hal made a long and laborious journey to receive, I am unable
to say.

If %memion this circumstance it is that the evils arising from
such a state of things may be kept in view in any arrangement
which may herealter be made with the Indians on the Canadian
side. When they have to come a long distance, the time they
lose from their other avocations is of more real importance to
them than the pay which they receive, and when they are
congregated with their wives and daughters, in large numbers,
at some station where there are rival traders, as at the Grand
Portage, and have to wait long, it will realily be believed that
they are exposed to many demoralizing influences.

ROUTES BETWEEN LAKE SUPERIOR AND RAINY
LAKE.

Pigeon River Roule.

This route leaves Lake Superior at the Grand Portage Vil-
lage, and, after passing through a high and hilly region, meets
the canoe route from the Kaministaquia at Nequaquon Lake,
or, as it is sometimes called, Lacla Croiz. Onreference to the
accompanying plan, in profile, it will be seen that on leaving
Lake Superior the country rises very rapidly, attaining a height
at Mud Lake, just above Mountain Lake, of 1053 feet in a
distance, by the windings of the stream, of about 40 miles.
Fromn thence westward it falls more gradually, Basswood
Lake, which is on the opposite side of the water-shed, and
distant from Mountain Lake about 80 miles, being still at an
elevation of 661 feet above Lake Superior. In this high region
the head-waters of four different rivers are crossed, namely,
Pigeon River, Arrow River, Sageinaga River, and a branch of
the Maligne. The Lakes are numerous, as they are everywhere
in this district, and some of them large, but the streams which
connect them are so small as to be barely navigable for mode-
erate sized canoes; and in the event of a more perfect water
communication becoming necessary, this being the highest land
in the neighborhood, a summit in fact from which the waters
run in every dircct'on, there is no source of supply that could
be made available. However, until some better sort of com.
munication is opened, it is valuable as a route for very small
and light canoes ; as, although the extent of land carriage is
great as compared with the Kaministaquia route, it is upon the
whole shorter, and there are no rapids which could be at all
embarrassing. But, though this much may be said in its favor,
it is not so good as the Kaministaquia for large canoes, and a
glance at the profile will shew that it can never be made prac-
ticable for larger craft than canoes. The Grand Portage itself
is entirely within the United States territory, and from thence
westward to Rainy Lake the canoe route forms the boundary
line. :

The Route by Dog Lake, Lac des Mille Lacs, and the
River Seine,

This route has the advantage of a long extent of compara-
tively level country, and an abundant supply of water at the
very summit of the water-shed. The country is lower, by 163
feet, at its highest elevation,—which is that of the pond at the
west end of the Prairie Portage, 8§93 feet above Lake Superior,—
than the Pigeon River route at Mud Lake, but the difference in
altitude may fairly be reckoned from where the Savanne Por-
tage strikesthe Savanne River, which at that point is at an ele-
vation of 835 feet above Lake Superior, shewing a diffeience
of 218 feet in favour of this routee

To the east of the height of land Dog River and Lake pre-
sent a reach of 35 miles, which might be made navigable for
large vessels by simply throwing a dam across the outletof
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Dog Lake. To the west, and separated from this by a swamp
from which the waters flow in either direction, a reach of 65
miles might be made navigable, in like manner, by throwing a
dam across the River Seine, at the Little Falls, ten miles below
Lac des Mille Lacs. The difference of level between the two
reaches thus rendered available would then be about 100 feet,
that on the western side being by so much the highest, and the
distance between them but five miles, while the supply of water
being abundant, and the ground low, a canal with locks might
be constructed to connect the two, in which case there would
be a navigable reach of one hundred miles across the summit
of the water shed. A glance at the profile of the route will
exhibit this much more clearly than language can explain it.

GENERAL REMARKS ON THE ROUTE FROM LAKE
SUPERIOR TO RED RIVER.

In the first instance, before traffic has assumed such dimen-
sions as to render canals and railroads necessary, the cheapest,
and indeed the only way of opening the communication that
can be adopted, is to place steamers or row boats on the navi-
gable reaches, and make good land roads where the navigation
is impracticable.

This being admitted, it remains for me to describe the extent
of land road that would be necessary, and the navigable
reaches that might be rendered available.

To commence at Lake Superior, a land road would be required
from Thunder Bay to Dog Lake, as the navigation of the
Kaministauqia is utterly impracticable, except for canoes, and
could only be rendered otherwise at an enormous outlay. Dog
Lake is distant from Lake Superior 22} miles, and at a higher
elevation by 718 feet, a difference of level which renders a canal
out of the question, notwithstanding that the supply of water
in the Kaministaquia would be ample. The oniy way of
reaching it, therefore, is by land, and the surveys have pro-
sressed so far as to shew that a good line may be obtained in a

istance of 28 miles.

Next follows the reach through Dog Lake and Dog River,
which, allowing for bends, is equal to 85 miles; but, to render
this available for large vessels, a dam would be necessary across
the outlet of Dug Lake, which would have the effect of throw-
ing back the water to Cold Water Lake, at the eastern end of
the Prairie Portage.

From this reach to the Savanne River there would be a land
carriage of five miles, through an easy country.

From thence to the Little Falls, on the River Seine—about
ten miles below Lac des Mille Lacs—the distance is about 65
miles, which might be rendered navigable, in one unbroken
reach, by means of a dam at the Little Falls, just referred to.

From the Little Falls to Rainy Lake the River Seine presents
a succession of short navigable reaches, alternating with falls
. and rapids, the total distance in a direct line being 67 miles,
and the fall about 350 feet, that is without including the de-
scent at the Little Falls. Having its source in large lakes the
Seine is not subject to great floods, and does not seem at all to
overflow its banks ; immediately below Lac des Mille Lacs it
has an average width of about one hundred feet, and gradually
increases in volume until it reaches Rainy Lake. By means of
lock and dam it might be rendered navigable, but the amount
of lockage would involve too great an expenditure for the pre-
sent state of the country, or any traffic that could be looked for,
for a long time to come. [ would, therefore, propose improving
the navigation by means of dams of the simplest construction
thrown across the river where they would produce the best
effect, as marked on the accompunying plan. In this way a
broken navigation of 59 miles, between the Little Falls and the
twelve portages, which latter occur close to Rainy Lake, might
be converted into five navigable reaches >y means of six dams,
while none of the Portages would be oi 1 greater length than
from 50 1o 200 yards; at the twelve po. 7Tesa land road of
about seven miles in length would be req ‘ed. 1f the Seine
were improved in this way the distance f - : the Little Falls to

Rainy Lake, by land and water, respectively, would be nearly
as follows:
Land carriage, Navigable

yards. miles.
Portage, past dam at Little Falls ... 200
1st. Navigable reach to Long Rapid. 13
i 200

Carrying place at Long Rapid.
Naviélable from Long Rapid to
ISla“dFaus ssse sesvss e 8

2nd.

: Carrying place at Island Falls. 100
34d. Navigable to two Island Falls... 12
Carrying place at do do.. 50

4th. MNavigable to High Falls....... 1
Carrying place at High Falls.. 200
Navigable water to the twelve

portages PR 000 O 0P sV v

5th.
25

In all... 750 yurds. 59 miles,

The total distance from the Little Falls to the twelve portages
would thus be 59 miles of navigable water in five different
reaches, with an aggregate length of land carriage between
them of only 750 yards, added to which about seven miles of
land road would be required to pass the twelve portages at Rainy
Lake. All the dams would have a foundation on solid rock, and
wood of the best quality for their construction is everywhere
abundant.

For this part of the route, boats such as the Hudson’s Bay
Company use could be most advantageously employed, as they
are easily drawn over a short portage, and might be rendered
still more so, in this case, by means of a simple slide or inc'ined
plane made of logs over which they could be quickly hauled.

If, however, it should be considered that a land road would
afford a more rapid means of communication, in the event of
mail service having to be performed, it should, also, be con-
structed. For expedition, merely, as regards rapidity of travel-
ling, the land road would be the best, while the river would
afford a more easy means of carrying heavy articles.

From the twelve portages, through Rainy Lake, and a part
of Rainy River to Fort Frances, the distance is fifty miles; and
in this reach there is no obstruction to the navigation.

At Fort Frances there is a fall of 22 feet, which might be
overcome by wooden locks. The land carriage, however, being
only 300 yards, can involve no great difficulty for the present.
Thence to the western extremity of lac Plat there is no ob-
struction 1o the navigation except at two little rapids in Rainy
River which a steamer of moderate power could stem with ease :
the entire navigable distance in this reach being 158 miles.

From Lac Plat to Fort Garry, a route available for a land
road can be obtained in a distance of 914 miles; and the coun-
try being level and favourable, this road might be constructed-
at a moderate outlay. ) i

By opening the communication in this way the total distance
from Lake Superior to Red River Settlement, by land and water

would be as follows :
Land carriage,
miles,

28

Navigable
miles,
From Thunder Bay to Dog Lake..
Through Dog Lake and River to the

Prairie Portage «.ovveessecces
Land road past Prairie and Savanne
Portages to Savanne River..... 5
Through Savanne River, Lac des
Mille Lacs and the River Seine
to the Little Falls ...........,
Broken navigation on River Seine.
Land carriage past the twelve
portages on River Seine....... 7
From the Seine to the western ex-
tremity of Lac Plat navigable
with only one break at Fort
Franciseo.o vveeiiinneencnes
Thence to Fort Garry by land....

35

65
59}

208
91}
1314

Total... 367}
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In all one hundred and thirty-one miles and a half of land
road, and three hundred and sixty-seven miles and a half of
navigable water.

The foregoing does not represent the distance in a direct line,
but the extent to be travelled making allowance for the tortuos-
ities of the route.

In regard to the means of transport which could be most
economically and advantageously used.

Waggons or carts would be required on the road between
Thunder Bay and Dog Lake.

On Dog Lake and River boats, such as already referred to as
being used by the Hudson’s Bay Company, or even a steamer
might be employed.

At the Prairie Portage, carts or waggons would be necessary.

On the Savanne River, Lac des Mille Lacs, and the River
Seine as far as the Little Falls, after the dam was constructed

at the last mentioned place, there would be an unbroken reach |

of 65 miles, and on this section it would be advantageous to
have a small steamer.

On the 59} miles of broken navigation, on the River Seine,
between the Little Falls and the Twelve Portages, boats, as
already explained, should be used, while at the land road
past the twelve portages, carts or waggons, as on the other
sections of road, would be necessary.

From the River Seine to Fort Frances a steamer would have
a clear run of fifty miles.

From Fort Francis to Lac Plat, steamers would have an
uninterrupted run of 158 miles.

From the latter place to Fort Garry no provision would have
to be made, as the means of transport are to be had in abundance
at the Red River Settlement.

If the communication were opened in the manner above set
forth, the journey from Lake Superior to Red River might be
performed in about three days, that is, allowing that steamers
could be maintained at an average speed of ten miles an hour
on the navigable reaches, that the land roads might be passed
over at the rate of five miles an hour, and that the interrupted
navigation of the Seine could be accomplished at the rate of
four miles an hour.

This estimate, and it cannot be considered a high one, would
give the following result as to distance and time :

FOR LAND ROADS.

From Thunder Bay to Dog Lake.......ccs.. 28 miles.
Across prairie and Savanne Portages...ees... 5
Past twelve portages on Seine coeveveeenaes T

From Lac Plat to Fort Garry.eee covevensves 91}
— 131}
Broken navigation on Sein€e.veeee veieseanen - 593
NAVIGABLE WATER.
Through Dog Lake and River ..v..ec0esesas 35
Lac des Mille Lacs and Savanne River...... 65
From twelve portages R. Seine to Lac Plat .. 208 308

Total distancesecssece coevscee oas 499 miles.

Which might be travelled thus :

Hours.  Minutes.

131} miles land road at 5 miles per hour...... 26 18
591, or say 60 miles broken navigation at 4 miles

perhour ..ceveiiii saeessnenceeceess 15 00

308 miles navigable water at 10 miles per hiur 30 48

Tota]...........'.... ®e e oo 72 6

that is, in three days as nearly as may be. But if mail service
had 10 be performed with great celerity, there can be no doubt

that with a proper equipment of horses and carriages, a speed

of seven miles an hour might be kept up on the land roads ;
while on the navigable reaches, with boats of sufficient power,
an average rate of twelve miles an hour, or even more, might
€ maintained.
According to a rough estimate which I have made, the total
cost of opening the communication in the manner which I

propose, would not exceed fifty thousand pounds, but until the
surveys now in progress are completed, and the necessary
measurements taken, it is impossible for me submit a very
precise estimate in detail.

It has been said, indeed strongly urged, by interested parties,
that the route through the State of Minnesota by St. Paul and
Pembina, would afford the best means of communication with
the Red River Settlement. But I do not see how this opinion
can reasonably be ascertained. Under any circumstances there
would be a greater extent of land carriage by the Minnesota
route, I should say twice or perhaps three times as great as by
the Canadian route, so that the time occupied in travelling it
wonld be greater, unless a railroad were constructed, and it will
be borne in mind that the cxtreme western limit of the United
States railway system does not as yet approach within seven
hundred miles of the Red River Settlement.

The communication, therefore, which it is proposed to open,
would afford advantages superior to any line which can be
adopted in Minnesota except a line of railroa®, and it is reason-
able to believe that ere the United States Government can con-
struct sueh a work, through an unsettled or but thinly peopled
country, the trade of the Western territories will have become
so much developed as to warrant the construction of railroads
between the navigable reaches on the Canadian route.

When the circumstances of the country woul admit of the
outlay, a continuous railroad—195 miles in length—might be
made between Lake Superior and Rainy Lake, and another, of
914 miles, between Lac Plat and Fort Garry. If this were done,
and two locks constructed at Fort Frances, the Red River
Settlement would be within less than two days journey of Lake
Superior, there being 195 miles of railroad at the eastern end of
the route, and 914 at the western, with an intermediate reach
of 208 miles of navigable water. .

This would bring Fort Garry within five days’ journey of
Toronto,

As to the immediate results which might be reasonably anti-
cipated from opening the communication, in the manner which I
have proposed, as a preliminary step towards works of a more
extended nature, I may enumerate the following :

1st. In the first place the trade of the Red River Settlement
would be at once transferred to this part of Canada.

2nd. It is reasonable to suppose that when the Hudson’s Bay
Company discovered that they could carry on their trade more
economically by this route than by Hudson’s Bay, they also
would adopt it, thus bringing through the country the greater
portion of a trade amounting to nearly half a million sterling
yearly.

3rd. It would be the first step towards a route through Canada
and British Columbia. Once at Red River, there is navigable
water with but litile interruption to the base of the Rocky
Mountains; and through these it appears that Capt. Palliser has
recently discovered easy passes, within British territory. From
thence westward to Frazer’s River the distance is, compara-
tively, not great. It is, therefore, reasonable to believe that if
the route were opened to Red River it would soon be continued
all the way to Frazer’s River and the Pacific, and as it is the
shortest that can be adopted, it would no doubt become the
highway of an emigration to the gold regions, the extent of
which no one can forsee.

4th. Another, and by far the most important consideration is,
that by opening this route a vast extent of fertile land would be
thrown open to colonisation, and this is of peculiar interest to
Canada at present. It is a well known fact that an emigration
is constantly going on from Lower Canada to the prairies of the
Western States. Now, the Riviére Rouge and the Nord Ouest,
from the time that the Canadian voyageurs occupied the coun-
try, have been familiar words in Lower Canada, and if the
route were once opened there can be no doubt but that Cana-
dian emigrants would prefer a land with which they are so
much connected by old associations, where a kindred people
are ready to receive them, and where they would have the in-
estimable advantage of living under British laws, to a country
where they would not understand the language, and where most
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of those of them who do emigrate become mere hewers of wood
and drawers of water, to a people who have sharpness enough
to turn their simplicity to account.

THE PROGRESS OF THE SURVEY AT PRESENT
BEING CARRIED ON BETWEEN LAKE
SUPERIOR AND RAINY LAKE.

T have just received despatches from my assistants Mr. L. A.
Russell and Mr. J. F. Gaudet. It appears that up to the time
they wrote the surveys had been prosecuted with great energy.
Mr. Gaudet had completed a cursory exploration of Dog Lake,
and made an instrumental survey of Dog River, the Muskaig
Lake and the Savanne River, as far as Lac des Mille Lacs. At
the time he wrote (23rd Dec.), he was about to commence the
survey of the River Seine, as explained in his letter, which I
annex, with a plan of his sarveys.

Mr. L. A. Russell’soperations are detailed in his letter, which
I also annex with the plan to which he refers. It seems he has
been successful in finding a good line for a road between Thun-
der Bay and Dog Lake, near an Indian path a little to the west
of Current River. This is important, as the region to which his
explorations have been confined is the roughest on the whole
line of route.

Mr. Gaudet has his head quarters on the Savanne River, and
when he wrote was about to set out on the survey of the River
Seine.

Inpian Mission,

Fort William, January 3rd, 1859,

Siz,—I seud a sketch shewing the Current River line, and,
also, the Indian’ winter route which starts from Thunder Bay,
about half way between the mouth of the Kaministaquia and
Current River, then following the valley of the second river north
of Fort William, comes out on Dog Lake, about a mile and a
half west of the Current River line.

A better road site can be found along the side of this little
river than anywhere about the line, as the latter crosses all the
hills, ravines and swamps, among which the said river takes its
rise, as well as those at the sources of another little river or
brook between the first and Current River.

On the Indian track the country is less hilly and not so
swampy. There is a mile or so of bad swamp at the outset,
but it can be avoided by starting a short distance to the north,
thus coming on a ridge of high land which runs down close to
the shore of the lake. The next bad place is where the track
first crosses the river, which here cuts its way through a range
of granite hills of but inconsiderable height, and through them
I think a good pass could be found as they are no worse than
those on the Current River line.

There would be three or four little bridges, but they would
cross mere brooks, the banks of which are low and good. In the
immediate vicinity of Dog Lake there would be some rough
ground, but that has to be passed through whatever be the
route.

With the exception of the places that [ have mentioned the
country is pretty level, and the swamps few and short. The soil
on the level ground and in the bottum of the swamps is a clayey
sand. Under this sand is granite, and indeed, here, as in
many other places,, there is but little soil over the rock.

The woods are white birch, poplar, spruce, and pitch pine, on.

the high grounds; and spruce, larch, and cedar in the lower
places.

On the sketch the red dotted line winding about the black one
is where a road would have to be taken were it necessarv to
make it on the Current River line. Between the 2nd and 8rd
mile posts is 2 bad swamp that would have to be passed straight
through, as it runs to the river on the east side, and on the other
side extends even further, terminating in rocky and broken
ground ; it would cost more to take a road round, on cither side,
than it would to make it across. Near the 6th mile post is

another swamp, to avoid which there is a sharp tarn to the right ;
and the hill at the sixth post is so steep that we have to wind
round its base to the left again. Between the 7th and 9th the
dotted line crosses the same brook four times, but it is so small
that it mercly requires culverts. At the 11th post a swamp
occurs, through which we pass straight, as in the one between the
%nd and 38rd, and for the similar reason, that it would cost more to
get a good road round it than to make it on the line. The three
brooks between the 12th and 13th mile posts are small, the width of
the largest being not more than 12 feet. From the 13th to the
18th posts, the ground is good, but about half way to the 19th
commence the ranges of hills which lie around Lake Pijké and
Hawk Lake. The best way from this is along a valley which
comes out about three quarters of a mile west of the discharge of
Hawk Lake.

On the.hills to the north of this valley are occasional large
white pines; there are also some on the 5th mile of the line, on
the shore of Current River, about 4 miles from its mouch, and
on the shores of Hawk Lake,

The conntry to the north-east of the line is very rough. At
the end next Thunder Bay, Current River, having a general
course of north, winds about among steep rocky hills, which
sometimes rise straight up from its edge ; from the top of one of
these, about 6 miles from its mouth, we could see its conrse for
a long distance through an exceedingly rough country. It is
full of rapids and falls pouring through clefts of up-heaved
granite and slate. Opposite the second mile of the line it passes
through slate ; but higher up, through granite.  About the 14th
and 15th miles the ground to the N. E. of the line is more level,
till near Lake Pijké, when it gets uneven again.

The banks of that lake are high, and wooded with white
birch, poplar, and spruce, but the soil is of the same light sand as
elsewhere on the line, and the hills are rocky ; its discharge into
Hawk Lake is a small and rapid stream, which falls, perhaps,
nearly a hundred feet between the two lakes.

The shores of Hawk Lake are much higher than those of Lake
Pijké, rising in steep rocky hills from the water’s edge ; the
north shore of the eastern end of the lake is a wall of cliffs, about
150 feet in height, which then rises higher in wooded hills
behind. Hawk Lake discharges itself into Dog Lake about a
mile to the west of the line by a rapid and shallow brook, which
runs from its western extremity. On it are two little lakes, and
Indian Portages out of one into the other, and then into Dog
Lake.

I am now going to run a line from the Mission to the thirteenth
mile on the Current River line ; that finished, I will locate the
road from Thunder Bay to Dog Lake. I run the line first, as it
will give me a much better knowledge of the country.

As I understand my instructions, I am to locate the road cn
the best ground I can find. [ will, therefore, take it along the
valley of the second little river north of the Kaministaquia, as
shown in the sketch.

I would have run the line from the Mission to the 8th or 9th
mile posts, were it not that I know the country through which it
would pass to be bad; it would run through the swamp, on
the two little rivers behind the Fort, and the ground about the
9th mile at the line is very rough.

I take with me five men, the number you allowed me when I
should be running lines. They are Jos. Whiteway, J. Smith,
and three of the Mission Indians. I have, as yet, got only one
of the Indians at 3s, 91. per day. I may, perhaps, have to do
with three men, as the people of the mission are asking exorbi-
tant wages.

We have had a mild wiater hitherto and a good deal of snow,
it is now about two feet in depth. The greatest cold that has
occurred was on the 8th December, at sunrise, when the
thermometer indicated 25° below zero; and on the 17th
December, at sunrise, on Hawk Lake, when it shewed 27°
below zero. The temperature at the mission was at the same
time 19° below zero. On the 15th November the people first
crossed the Kaministaquia on the ice.

Thunder Bay is not yet frozen across, but the small bays are
nearly all frozen.
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Mr. Mclntyre expects a Red River Mail this month, and will
forward it at once. 1 will write by that mail. ’

A mail has arrived but did not bring us any letters.
Wishing you a happy new year,
I remain,
Yours truly,
(Signed,)
To S. J. Dawson, Esq., C. E.
in command of the Red River Expedition,

L. A. RUSSELL.

Savaxne Dgeor,
28rd December, 1858.

Sir,—Having now all the surveys in this section completed,
as you desired me, I send you plans of my operations.

They are executed in a very rough manner, but it would
be losing too much valuable time to do them otherwise.

After scaling through to Jourdain’s Rapids, I ran the line
connecting the two puints. You will perceive, on reference to
the plan that the two first miles on the line are swampy, but
not bad. 1 dug down at several places, and found that the
average depth of black mould over clay is from 6 to 18 inches.
From the 2nd mile post to the 7th anything more beautiful can-
not be asked for; it is a cypress ridge, soil sand. The remain-
ing 1% mile is a gradual descent to the river. The timber
changes to poplar and birch, and we meet with a few rocks but
not many ; however, these can be avoided by making a short
detour. ‘

) DOE‘ River, from Jourdain’s Rapid to Dog Lake, is 87 miles in
ength.

On upper Dog River, from where Muskaig River branches
off, there is but one portage, 17 chains long and about 15 feet
fall. The river has more the appearance of a lake than a
river, varying from two to five chains in breadth.

On Muskaig River you will see by the sketch that there are
nine portages and five rapids from its confluence with Dog
River to Muskaig Lake. This river is exceedingly small and
rough.

Muskaig Lake is an extensive sheet of water, a great deal
larger than I expected to find it from the size of the river.
Where the portages occur the average breadth of the river is
from 15 to 20 feet, through cliffs of granite rock. From the
head of the 5th portage, with the exception of the rapids that
occur between it and the Muskaig Lake, it has a general
width of about two chains, winding through a low swanpy
country timbered with tamarac.

All the islands in Muskaig Lake, with the exception of the
two at the outlet, are sketched in. It had been my intention to
Survey the whole, but the survey of the shore occupied a longer
time than I had made calculation for.

Savanne River, frcra the depot to Mille Lacs, is 184 miles in
length,

While engaged in making my plans I sent all the men, with
the rest of the provisions, to Mille Lac, making small cachetles
at intervals, so that I may use them asl go along. I shall
leave in the morning and join my party at the mouth of the
Savanne River.

It is my intention to scale the north-west coast of Mille Lacs
straight through to your cachette, and when I reach it I shall
continue down Riviere La Seine, and leave the south-east por-
tion of Mille Lacs till I return.

I think you will agree with me that it is better for me to com-
plete as much of the lower section with what provisions I have
now, so that when I return it will be closer for me to portage
provisions to Mille Lacs than to the lower end of Riviére%a
Seine.

The two Indians have up to date taken about 500 rabbits,
Fish we have had on every occasion, and have salted half a
barrel.

We make with the rabbits a sort of pemican, by boiling the
meat with a little lard, which, when frozen and chopped up, is
very portable, and makes excellent soup, which is a greai saving
of pork.

I believe I have written every thing that may interest you ;
I shall therefore close my letter, and trusting that the work, so far
as it has gone, and the arrangements I have made, may meet with
your satisfaction.

I remuin,
Your humble servant,
(Signed,) J. F. GAUDET.

S. J. Dawson, Esquire,
&c. &e.

THERMOMETRICAL REGISTER.

Up to the 25th of March, 1858, the following register was
kept near Fort Garry—lat. 49° 55' N.; long. 97° 21' W. —
and from that time up to the 6th July, at Dr. Bunn’s Cottage—
lat. 50© 1’ N.; long. 97° 20’ W.,—the approximate altitude
of both places above sea level, being 700 feet, or thereabout.

In the fourth column, the minimum temperature of the previous
night is set down at the hour of observation in the morning.
Owing to the other occupations of the party, a few days are
omitted, and from the same cause no observation was made in
the middle of the day during the month of November and a part
of December.

The Register at Fort William was kept by Chief Trader
Mclntyre, the officer in charge of the Hon. H. B. Company’s
establishment at that place.

The observations were all made with Fahrenheit’s ther-
mommeter.
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A. 1859.

LETTER FROM THE BISHOP OF ST. BONIFACE,

RED RIVER SETTLEMENT.

R R T A A A A A A A A A, A A A A A A A A A S AR A S A AU U A AL SR A

The following communication has just been received from the
Right Reverend the Bishop of St. Boniface, in the Colony of
Assiniboia. His lordship, it will be observed, gives a very inte-
resting account of the educational and religious establishments
in his diocese, and of the gradual advancement of the half breed
Indians in civilization and refinement. The absence of great
crimes among them, and the facility with which little differences
are arranged, speak volumes in favor of those who, regardless of
personal considerations, devote their lives to their moral training
and instruction. Bishop Taché has been in the country for four-
teen years, and has travelled far and wide among the native
tribes, and in the exercise of the duties of his high office must
have had the best opportunities of observing their habits and
character. His remarks are therefore of the greatest value, and
will, I am confident, be read with deep interest:

ReDp RivER, Feb. Tth, 1859.

DEAR S1ir,—I have just received your pleasing letter of 29th
December last. Not only the excellent report which you are
preparing of the soil, climate, and other matters relating to the

hysical and geographical character of the vast country explored
gy you will, I am sure, be hailed with pleasure in Canada, where
a strong desire prevails of obtaining information on the subject ;
but anything which is calculated to throw new light on, and add
to, the knowledge which is now so much in request, will find
ready acceptance there. I have therefore much satisfaction in
contributing the information which you request of me. I regret
only that the shortness of the time will not allow me to make
that information as complete as might be necessary to give an
exact idea of what is passing here, even to persons who have
some slight knowledge of the country. The efforts made by the
Catholic Clergy to extend the empire of Jesus Christ over my
immense diocese, have two distinct and very different fields,
which may be thus defined :

1. The ministration afforded to the Catholic population of Red
River and the neighbourhood, in which, excepting some slight
difference, our functions resemble those of the priests in new
parishes in Lower Canada.

2. The care of the missions in the interior of the country,
which are altogether heathen missions, entitled to particular at-
tention, in order to their being perfectly understood, and yielding
to the evangelical husbandman a rich harvest of merits and a
glory which the world does not sufficiently regard, simply because
the Kingdom of Jesus Christ is not of this world. To
this division I shall attach myself in the details which it is my
intention to s%}phy-

§ 1. Aids afforded to the Catholics of Red River, and reflex-
jons concerning them.

The Catholic population of Red River is distributed into what
we conventionally term parishes. These are four in number:
1. St. Boniface—2. St. Norbert (on the banks of the Red River)
—3. St. Francis Xavier—4. 8t. Charles (on the banks of the
Assiniboine.) The boundaries of these parishes, as shown in the
map accompanying the Report of Professor Hind, are tolerably
exact.

St. Boniface.—Here was the first resting-place of the earliest
missionaries who visited the Hudson’s Bay Territory after the Con-
quest of Canada by the English. At the request, and with the
vid of Lord Selkirk, Messrs. J. N. Provencher and T. J. N.
Dumoulia landed at Fort Douglas on the 16th July, 1818, and

commenced their labor of self-devotion and self-sacrifice, bestow-
ing their first cares on a few old Canadian wvoyageurs and their
families, half breeds, who were still unconverted. In 1820, was
laid the foundation of the first religious edifice. This poor
chapel, which was of wood, and was nevertheless destined after-
wards to serve as a Cathedral, was consecrated to religious wor-
ship under the patronage of St. Boniface. The parish to which
it belongs has now a population of 1400 souls. It is here that I
peform the duty of a Curé, being assisted in it by the Rev. P.
Lefloit. Two other missionaries, the Rev. Messrs. Mestre and
Moulier, who arrived last summer, are passing the winter with
us, awaiting the opening of the spring to be enabled to proceed
to one of the posts, to which they are sumutoned by their pious
zeal. The Church of St. Boniface, my Cathedral, is certainly
not externally a monument of elegance, as yon may have ob-
served, but it is nevertheless indisputably the finest building in
the country. It is 100 feet in length, 45 in breadth, and
40 in height. Ita two towers, surmounted by belfiies covered
with tin, display the emblem of our redemption on _their airy
summits, at a height of 100 feet from the ground. A fine
and well matched peal of three bells (weighing upwards of
1600 1bs.) adds to the joyous zest and the pomp attendant on
our religious fétes. The internal decorations of this Church
are a subject of surprise to strangers traversing the wilderness,
who are far from expecting to find here so much of art and
good taste. In rear of the Cathedral, and overshadowed
by its walls is the dwelling of the Bishop. This is a
large house, in which the prelate is happy in being able
to share with his clergy, the brothers of his schools, and
some orphans, the small portion of his revenue which is not
employed in other good works. The Parish of St. Boni-
face has the advantage of possessing excellent schools. Until
May last, the boys’ school of the brothers of the Christian Doc-
trine was kept in the bishop’s house ; but since that time, the
brothers and their pupils have taken possession of a large house
built for them, a few hundred feet from the cathedral. Here I
cannot refrain from expressing the feeling of gratitude which
warms my heart at the sight of that house. In 1852, a terrible
fire destroyed a considerable portion of the *City of Montreal.
Scarcely had the fiery and destructive blast passed away when
the soft and refreshing breath of charity stirred the still smoking
ashes, and wafted to the Red River a lesson too advantageous to
its friends to be lightly forgotten. The faithful at Moutreal, at
the instance of their ehief pastor, in order to appease by their
good works the anger of Heaven, shewn by so terrible an inflic-
tion, desirous moreover of fulfilling the conditions imposed by
the Sovereign Pontiff to entitle them to the indulgences of the
Jubilee, made a gollection for the benefit of Red River, which
produced the sum of £364. This was to be expended in the
foundation of a school. To this liberal act of charity we are
indebted for the means of erecting the beautiful house in which
58 boys are now receiving their education. On the other side
of the cathedral, at-an equal distance from itiis the “very spa-
cious Convent ” mentioned by Mr. Hind in his report. [ am
sorry that the learned ‘professor, in speaking of this Convent,
found nothing to speak of more interesting than the cultivation be-
stowed on the garden in front of it. The cabbages and other
vegetables produced in it are no doubt very fine, nevertheless
the interior of the house, and-the extensive benefits dispensed
by its inhabitants, are matters still more worthy of admiration
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and comment. This Convent belongs to the Sisters of Charity,
known in Canada as the Grey Nuns. These heroic followers of
Christ, animated by a degree of courage and devotion which
Catholicism alone can inspire, journeyed to this remote spot to
dispense among the youth of their own sex, and among the po-
pulation in general, the blessings which they diffuse wherever
they go. The amount of good effected in this establishment,
the mild and salutary influence exercised by the sisters in the
bosoms of families, the thousands of good deeds which the eye
of the world sees not, because the charity which prompts them
seeks the veil of humility, can never be fully told. In this Con-
vent young ladies are boarded, and receive, 1 do not say a passable
education, but an education suitable for the middling classes of
the most civilized countries. They are now twenty in number.
This school, in which the intellect is trained to a knowledge of
the beautiful, the useful, and the agreeable, while the education
of the heart is not neglected, is, I have not the least doubt, by
far the best in the whole colony of Red River. Even those
persons who are afraid to acknowledge it openly, are fully aware
of it. Besides the boarders, the sisters maintain and educate
(in a separate apartment, unconnected with that of the boarders)
fifteen poor orphan girls. This admirable work is achieved
by sacrifices of all kinds, self imposed by the adopted mothers
of these poor children; and what is here beheld will forcibly
illustrate the triumphant working of charity even without extra-
neous aid. In addition to the education thus afforded to thirty-
five inmates of their house, a day-school is kept for all the little
girls of the parish who are desirous of instruction. Moreover,
besides the labor thus bestowed on education, the Sisters of
Charity are unwearied in the services and attentions which they
minister to suffering followers of Jesus Christ. The following

short note may give an idea of the good done by them in this
bLehalf': :

Sick persons  Visited at their

attended. own abodes.
From Oct., 1856, to Oct., 1857......... 175 210
do 1857, do  1858......... 157 130
‘Wounds dressed. In hospital,
From Oct., 1856, to Oct., 1857......... 53 21
do 1857, do  1858......... 58 21

A knowledge of these facts should accompany Professor Hind’s
remarks, at page 366 of his report, in order to enable you to form
an idea of the salubrity of the climate, in accordance with the
rule laid down by that gentleman. To these numerous, impor-
tant, and nearly gratuitous services rendered to the population of
this parish by the sisters at St. Boniface, we must add the strong
influence which they exercise over the community. To their
lessons of industry, economy, &c., we must attribute the very
Perceptible change which has taken place in the population since
the arrival of these generous nuns. The internal decorations of
the church and other objects of art and taste, are the work of
the inmates of this vast convent, around which certain persons
can see nothing but well cnltivated vegetables.

2. St. Norbert.—This new Parish has a population of 700
souls. The Rev. P. Lestane is the Pastor of this little flock.
The chapel, built of wood, is an edifice of 90 feet in length, by

3 in breadth. At one end are the apartments of the Priest,
the teacher, (who, in this case also, is happily a brother of the
Christian Schools. This good brother has 31 children to teach.

he girls, 29 in number, are confided to the care of the Sisters
of Charity, who have their dwelling near the Church ; a happy
8ymbol reminding us that the anly true and solid education is
that which is based on religion.

3. St. Francis Xavier.—This Parish dates from 1824. The
Population consists of negarly 1200 souls, permanent residents,
ot including several humfireds of hunters who pass the year on
the prairies, but at certain times visit the colony. Some no doubt
take up their abode in other parishes, but most of them stop
Short at St. Francis Xavier. This parish is known by the name
of the Prairie of the White Horse. The old wooden chapel,
TOW too small for the population, threatens to fall. We bave ac-
cordingly begun to collect materials for a new church. The

senior of our missionaries, Mr. Thibeault, my Grand Vicar, is

the Curé of this parish. He has exercised his sacred office in
this diocese for twenty-six years, speaks the Cree language very
well, and understands that of the Sauteux. This knowledge 1s
indispensable in his situation, as a great number of those who
require the exercise of his sacred functions know no other lan-
guage. The Parish of St. Francis Xavier has only one school,
which is kept by the Sisters of Charity. Here 13 boys only
and 26 girls receive instruction. ’

4. St. Charles.—This Parish contains only 210 persons.
There is neither church nor chapel. Divine service is performed
in a house which serves as a temporary chapel. The congre-
gation have neither school nor resident gastor. When it is prac-
ticable, a priest proceeds thither from this place to officiate. In
other circumstances, the worshippers are obliged to go to St.
Boniface or St. Francis Xavier.

LAKE MANITOBA.

To these details I may be permitted to add a few words con-
cerning another establishment, commenced last summer at the
cxtremity of Lake Manitoba, for the convenience of 30 or 40
families who are settled there. This small community have built
a chapel. Mr. Gascon resides at the post, and has so much the
greater merit in his good deeds, that although connected with
the colony, he derives no advantage from the connection.

I have thus, my dear Sir, given you a full account of the reli-
gious comforts afforded to the Catholic population of Red River.
Far then from being neglected in this respect, they possess a
full measure of this essential blessing., Considering the sparse
character of the settlements, the schools would need to be in-
creased in number in certain districts, but the absence of any
law relative to education, and of zeal in the people themselves,
renders it utterly impossible to do more. I venture to assert what
all reasonable and impartial persons must, in view of what is done,
acknowledge, that the result far transcends the means which we
can command. The truthisthat, but for the unselfish zeal of some
who devote themselves without fee or earthly reward to the ar-
duous and meritorious task, it would be absolutely impossible to
keep up the schools. So far, scarcely one child in ten has paid
for his schooling, although the charge does not exceed ten shil-
lings per annum, and Fam certain that if we insisted on the
payment of even that trifling sum, many of the scholars would
leave the schools, such is the carelessness and indifference of the
parents in that respect, notwithstanding our oft repeated en-
treaties and the sacrifices which are made in that behalf. This
indifference concerning the education of their children and ne-
glect of the many advantages afforded them is a standing re-
proach which may be just}_y cast on our population. I do not
say that this is their only fault. Alas! the Eistory of mankind,
study it where we may, gives us much food for regret on the
score both of omission and commission. I am desirous here to
correct an error sorely injurious to us, into which nearly all the
writers on this country have fallen. A fixed idea seems to have
been entertained by them generally, at least a stereotyped ex-
pression of it appears in all their works, intended to establish an
humiliating and unjust comparison between the half breeds of
French Canadian parentage, and those of a different origin. I
have neither the wish nor the time to controvert all the absurd
things that have been said on this subject. One word only I
shall say relative to this idea, as it is propounded in one of the
best books which I am acquainted with on this country. In his
Arctic Searching Expedition, Sir John Richardson remarks
at page 273-4: “In character the half breeds vary according to
their paternity ; the descendants of the Orkney * laborers” being
¢ generally steady, provident agriculturists of the Protestant
¢ faith ; while the children of the Roman Catholic Canadian
“ Voyagers have much of the levity and thoughtlessness of their
¢ fathers, combined with that inability to resist temptation, which
‘“is common to the two races from whence they are sprung.”
It is not necessary either to have been the inventor of gunpow-
der or to have enriched the domain of science by any important
discovery, in order to detect, at a glance, the tendency of these
remarks, and the spirit which dictated them. For my own part,
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I have been in the country nearly fourteen years, [ have come in
contact with half breeds of every extraction, and I have as yet
failed to discover the grounds for any such distinction. I repeat
once more, that my affection for our Canadian half breeds does
not make me look upon them as perfect or free from defects, but
it is nlso true that 1 have not found any greater degree of the
same perfection among the others.

Every nation has its weak side, but counterbalanced by qual-
ities which others do not possess, and in judging of a people it
is not wise to select one particular point in its character, which
may be defective, it is necessary, on the contrary, to estimate the
good or bad inclinations of that people, as a whole, making every
allowance for the circumstance in which it is placed, the centre
in which it lives,

Looking at the matter in this light, I have arrived at the firm
conviction, in spite of multiplied assertions of the contrary, that
our Canadian half breeds are no worse than the others. I be-
long myself (and I thank heaven for it) to this French Canadian
race, the subject of these remarks, and if, as the learned and re-
sgecled author of the above mentioned work affirms, we had
shared ¢ the inability to resist temptation,” I should have given a
proof of my origin by not resisting a temptation which I have
often experienced. This temptation consists in the publication
of certain memoirs relating to the history of this country, which
would indeed be the saddest page in Ey;‘ench Canadian history,
but, at the same time, a proof amounting to a demonstration,
that even in this matter my fellow-countrymen have played but
a secondary part, and that our race has never been suﬂ%’cient]y
favored to enjoy a monopoly of crime any more than any other
monopoly. Besides the complete tranquillity and freedom in
which we spend our days; our ignorance of the precau-
tions cverywhere else considered indispensable to ensure
security of life and property, and the facility with which
any little differences which may arise, are appeased ; the
utter absence of great crimes, though we have no police
to preserve order, (it is well known to every one that the
tranquillity we enjoy is in no way owing to the presence
of the troops;) the horror excited by the simple recital of
what occurs in other places ; the polite, affable and hospitable
manners of our people, notwithstanding the little instruction they
have received ; does not all this prove, in spite of all that has
been said and written against them, that the French Canadian
half breed race are a gentle, moral and honest people? Were 1
called upon now to enumerate their defects, the list would no
doubt be a long one; no one is better aware of it than I am, for
no person is more anxious to remedy the evil; but I have no
desire whatever to follow the cxample of some who lavish their
praises on those of the same origin and belief with themselves,
and have nothing but contempt for others. There is one thing
certain, here as clsewhere, some of those who have been the

reatest calumniators of their fellow-men have, in fact, been
guilty of shameful crimes and monstrosities, which those whom
they do not fear to overwhelm with contempt and insult, were
incapable of committing. ) )

As to myself, there is one thought which occupies my mind
in the midst of all the movement and agitation at present ex-
isting with reference to the Red River country. As you say,
« the country is open, the tide of emigration is about to pour
jnto it.” 1 am an exile, though a voluntary one, from my
country, cut off from every thing that I held dear in the world
before coming here, exposed equally with all those who sur-
round me to the inconveniences resulting from our isolated
bosition, and it is, no doubt, very gratifying to me to see the
distance, which separates me from my native land, as it were
shortened, and to be brought nearer to the friends whom my
Leart continues to love so much, to see my adopted country on
the eve of enjoying the advantages intended to be procured for
it, and yet in view of all this, I experience something like a
feeling of pain, for it appears to me that while making a great
gain, we shall perhaps also lose much. At all events I fancy
that we are about to be deprived of much of the tranquillity
which we now enjoy; this unbroken quiet may appear very
insipid to those who are habituated to the bustle of business
or the noisy stir of great cities, but it possesses an especial

charm for the mind of one who has lived for many years in
solitude and away from all agitation. Undoubtedly, and I
cannot lose sight of the fact, there prevails throughout the
country a general feeling of uneasiness about our present
political condition, but notwithstanding this, my views are too
narrow and contracted to enable me to anticipate any great
beneficial results. I am well aware that the system proposed
for us is, in the abstract, very far superior to our present system,
which is in fact an anomaly, and yet I very much fear that it
will be a long time before we shall reap any benefit from it.
Whatever may be the result, the movement is an actual fact,
and we must cease to be what we have hitherto been, an ex-
ceptional people. Red River will no longer be the oasis in
the desert, it is about to lose this distinctive and poetical
characteristic, and become as it were the mere suburb of some
great city. A large number of strangers have already reached
us during the last summer, and this immigration cannot fail
to increase. Iama French Canadian in heart as well as by
origin, and I should undoubtedly prefer to see our lands
occupied by some of our brave and respectable inhabitants from
Lower Canada. In the present condition of the Red River
Settlement, those who have large families are not the persons
who should come; we are more in want of arms than of
mouths. A company of soldiers and the exploring parties who
vigit the settlement suffice, as it is, to create a famine. The
price of many of the necessaries of life has doubled since last
year, and although the harvest was pretty good, and hunting
and fishing abundantly successful, nevertheless, there is an ex-
treme scarcity of every thing. Young married men, farmers
or tradesmen, would have the best chance of success here.
Although I have said that I should prefer to see our lands oc-
cupied by settlers from Lower Canada, it is not that I wish to
advise my fellow countrymen to leave their homes ; far from
it.  On the contrary, it seems to me that our beautiful country
is worthy of retaining and rich enough to support, all those who
are born upon her soil. tor my own part, had not motives of
a higher order determined my will, had not a voice stronger
than the voice of nature and of blood sounded in my ears,
never could I have consented to break the link that bound my
heart to the land of my birth. The bread of exile is so bitter,
the strange land so barren, even in the height of its fertility,
that the word “ good bye” has always seemed to me the most
painful in the vocabulary of the human heart; I am, therefore,
very far from wishing to encourage the Canadians to emigrate,
but if, owing to special and exceptional reasons, they are com-
pelled to remove from their native land, if they are determined
totake up the pilgrims’ staff, rather than see them take the direc-
tion of the United States, I prefer to have them come here. Here
their faith, at all events, will not be exposed, and if they be de-
prived of some material advantages, these will be compensated
for by others of a higher order. Their children will here find
masters and mistresses to enlighten their minds, and at the same
time to train their hearts to virtue. Daily experience enables
me to promise them zealous priests, who will be true fathers to
them, and who, here as they did at home, will preach to them
in their own mother tongue, the goodness of their God and the
love which they owe Lim. Another thing which I can promise
them is the affectionate interest which is, and ever will be, enter-
tained for them, by the pastor whose flock they will come to
join. The Bishop of St. Boniface, a Canadian like themselves,
their brother, therefore, and their friend, will be really rejoiced
to have it in his power to assist them, and willingiyy engages
to devote to the welfare of the new comers, as well as to that of
the rest of his people, everything at his disposal. Besides, no
one has a better right to occupy the valley of the Red River, or
even the valley of the Saskatchewayg than the Canadians of
French origin.  Our fathers were the hardy champions of civil-
ization who first penetrated these regions, influenced by motives
far superior to the low interests of commerce ; these brave, and
skilful discoverers came at the call and in the company of the
missionaries, to raise the standard of the cross in the vast prairies
of the West. Evil days have since come upon the beautiful
portion of the American continent which they reclaimed trom
barbarism, but after a century of struggles and constancy, our
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nationality shines out before an astonished world and nothing
can be more natural than that our brethren should once more
take possession of the land discovered by their ancestors, and
consecrated by them as destined to witness at a future time the
regeneration of the unfortunate tribes whom they found inhabit-
ing it. Besides, the chain which connects Canada, and especially
French Canada, with the Red River, has never been broken.
Ever since the occupation of our country by the power which
Krotects us so well to-day, the intrepid and skilful voyageurs

ave still continued to be recruited from amongst our fellow
countrymen. They occupy an inferior position, under the cir-
cumstances, but their services have been acknowledged as indis-
pensable. At a later period, French Canadians have here ac-
quired claims, of which they cannot without injustice be de-
prived. There is one name deserving of the most prominent
and honorable mention from every historian of the colony of
Assiniboia, it is the name of a French Canadian, Mgr. J. N.
Provencher, first apostle and first Bishop of the diocese, who

succeeded in gaining the love and respect of all, the father of
the poor whom he suffered so much in relieving, and the friend
of the rich, who admired his virtues. In many instances the
paternal influence of this worthy prelate prevented the commis-
sion of crimes which would have caused the ruin of this colony,
while the wisdom and firmness of his counsels prevented the
adoption of measures calculated to bring about the same misfor-
tune. Without wishing to detract in any way from the merits
of those to whose good offices it stands indebted, I think it is
but just to assert that Mgr. Provencher has been one of the main
props of this colony, and that but for him it would have been
destroyed on more than one occasion.

Would that the limits of this letter but allowed me to give
free vent to my gratitude, as chief pastor of the Catholic popu-
lation of this colony, for the benefits with which our generous
country has overwhelmed us, but I am not writing a book, and
I must restrain within my heart the thoughts that struggle for
utterance.

*4* The remainder of this letter was not in time to appear with this Report.
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