Fraforamy G

///ﬁTthbpnn T e,

R e e T

il Wanen's
g (%Ianailiau Poistoriral Soriety
3 of (itawa.

1‘ j Transactions Vel I

The TWintertvaps of Canada




“TLobe Thou ThHhy Land,”

WOMEN'S
CANADIAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OF OTTAWA

TRANSACTIONS—VOL. Il

. OTTAWA, 1909:
THE ESDALE PRESS, Cor. SPARKS AND KENT STS
ENGRAVERS, PRINTERS, ETC.




, 244741




CONTENTS.

’
I
' I I ms and V
M 1 abeth M. (
| 1 Or ( | )
I.. N ¢ 1
I \ (
M \.J. M
Or ( dl and W ( \ 0
Madame I.. N. R
ind H )
Mrs. George E. 1
I R Canal
| Braddish Bill
I M ( e (
| J. 1 Simj
' I
1 A\ 1 ( 04
Mi \.J I
f ! ,
\ E. H. Cy
( e Ottawa and R 1 River 82
M e BB, S
I'he Chambly Cana
[ I'. P. Foran
|
1







The Pioneers and Yopageurs.,

A glan t the map of the Dominion of Canada shows us at once
at it is pre-eminently a land of waterways. Fortunate it was for the

early settlers, that this the case, for they formed his highway and

s in Quebec luring the
in the more exposed parts houses
villages ‘The seignior divided

ind the settler naturally preferred

t of his farm, near the river, which

supplied the place of u road \s the grants were very narrow, his
house was not far from that of his next neighbor, and thus a line of
{wellir w ranged along the shore forming a c6te, a use of the word
peculiar o Canada.” he seignior had a variety of tasks to perform;
to clear and cultivate | land ; to build his seigniorial mansion, often
a log hut; t to build a el 1 1 a mill." To do all
th once yoesible, so the first se forced to
grind grain Ives after the tediou lia

For a year or two the settler's initiat h one; but,

when he had a few acres under tillage he c« himself and

nis lar n the | uded L mtn If he knew how to use a
gun, and by the bountiful profusion of eels which the St. Lawrence

never which emoked or ealted, su

led to yield in the season,

In winter he hewed timber,
)

plied his larder for the winter mor

sawed planks, or split shingles, for the market of Quebee, obtaining
and hard work
lied

ren

ith thr

In return such necessaries as Le re

he was sure of comfort at last. Yet thrifty or not they mult

apace. ‘A poor man,’’ says Mother Mary, ‘‘will have eight ci
and more, who run about in winter with bare heads, and bare feet and

a little jacket on their backs, live on nothing but bread and ells, and

on that grow fat and stout.”” With such treatment the weaker vort

died ; but the strong survived, and from them sprang the hardy C

adian race of bush-rangers, and bush-fighters

“The mauners of the mission period (1670-1700) were extremely
simple. The old governor, Lauzon, lived on pease and bacon like a
laborer, and kept no man-servant. He was regarded as a miser, it is

true, and held in sl

account. Magdelene Bochart, sister of the

Governor of Three Rivers, brought her husband two hundred francs in




6
money, four sheets, two table-cloths, six napkins of linen and hemp,
a mattress, a blanket, two dishes, eix spoons, and six tin plates, a
pot and a kettle, a table and two benches, a kneading trough, a chest

with lock and k 6. DBut the Bocharts were

v family of distinction, and the bride's « d to her st:

By another marriage contract at about the same time, the parents of

the bride being of humble degree, bind themselves to present the
bridegroom with a barrel of bacon deliverable on the arrival of the
ships from France."

One historian gives us of town and country life
August, September, and O the | montl it Quebe

Then the ships from France

7, the shops and

warchouses of the lower town were filled with goods, and the habitants
came to town to make their p 4 When the froste began, the

3 sailed away, the harbor was deserted, the streets were silent
again, and or squirrels, tl to work to lay it
their winter stores. Fathems of famil ed their cellar *h
b wrrots, e 1 ybage wnd the end of umt th
meat, fow m sh and eels, all froze I

of the shops closed, and the long season of leasure and amusement

began In the eountry parishes there was the same autumnal
storing 1y of frozen vegetables, me and eels, and unfortun
ately the same surfeit of leisure through five months of the year

During the seventeenth century many of the people were so poor that

women were forced to keep at home from sheer want of winter cloth
ing. Nothing, however, could prevent their running from house to
house to exchange gossip with the neighbons, who all knew each other,
and, having nothing else to do, discussed each other's affairs with an
wdustry wh often bred bitter quarrels At a later period a more
general introduction of family weaving and spinning served at once
to furnish clothing and to promote domestie peace

uda as in Lower Canada, the pioneer’s life was one

of labor and privatiot I'rees | to be felled and tl round cleared

of logs

finst for the cabin, then for 1 All the

‘The cabins were commonly one-roomed, with roofs of bark stuffed

with moss and clay. Chimneys were at first made of sticks and clay
later of stone and brick. In strange contrast to the erude surroundings

were the few pieces of old furniture, the tall clock, the chairs, and

“‘secretarie which some of the Loyalists had brought with them

from their former homes. Too often the furniture was limited to a bed

made of four poles with strips of basswood bark woven betweer




Even the making of chairs s 3 Was postpone til the
1z ompleted
» Year t re of the
R l round
! X Bud
Ind 1 other eds were nmon diet. Gam 1l
kinds, deer, rabbits and j s, was | l, | P r and shot
wer <
| ! ply of thing was ecanty
For sor 1 fter LY t | tlen vore € ne
raiment 1 ' 1 | et
i ’ Y I v « v
and 1 e t 1 t place I I
« € 1 el ¢ ? 1 \
1 t | r «
P r chopping and
Ve pioe ¢ I
! 3 ¢ later
. I \ €
( l < | ed h W
11 Day ( 1 tra n 1 es, and
) r < X ¢ rioue
&t ¢ vhole regic
X tl [ ¢ 1 l ' ot
« ¢ or ni « L hese
I ( e
! 2 r jour the nerally speaking
being divided into six hours of rest | hteen of his
1 . ¢ t \ s b t 1 i i
piri ! Wd
1 1 X y writ ¢ t 1 NDE A v

riour or

1 of ca

5. These cances, which

of the birch trec




or Canadians wre said to manage them with greater dexterity
than any other people

The whole squadron, which co ts of thirty eanoces, is divided

into three brigades. One or two Guides or P are attached to each

brigade I'heir business is to point out the best course up and down

nd to take charge of the canoes

the streams and through the lakes,

and property on hoard y attend to the repairs of the canoes

nd over the

which are frequently broken, and have the same comm

men attached to their respective brigades, as the commander of a

over the men on board Voyageurs, as the men are
many of the customs of sailors; and among them the
fe
I P pla
expect to be treated with something to drink; and should a persor
with their req he v d be sure of being
into the water y profane call, baptizing him
such a disaster, 1 gave the people of my cance a few bottles
ind porter, by drinking which they became very merry, and

exhibited the reverse of their appearance a few days since, when, witl

heavy hearts and weej eyes, they parted from their rel 1

Cl wu Blond We have a stror ead wind. But
yesterd norning we have come nearly sixty mile 1 have passed

rapids At these places st of e property was t of

1 ried 1 p L « 1 s of t

people. The young men, who have never been in the Indian countries
now began to regret tl had enlisted into this servic whicl
requires them, as tl say, to carry burdens like mes he by
I i 4 r L ha 1 I i n

The Three Kettles In the former part of the day, we passed a
beautiful waterfull, where the Riviere au Rideau, or Curtain River

The former is ten or twelve

falls into this, which is the Ottawa Riv

r and the water falls perpendicularly, abol

ty feet, pre
1 grand."”

senting at a little di

tance, an appearance

I'he Canadian Voyageur n they leave one stream to go up

ve & custom of pulling their hats, and making

or down another, }

tho sign of the cross, upon which one in each canoe, or, at least, in

sach brigade, repeats a short prayer I'he same ceremonies are

observed by them whenever they pass a place where anyone has been
interred, and a cross has been erected. Those, therefore, who are in

the habit of voyaging this way are obliged to say their prayers more

frequently perhaps, than when at home; for at almost every rapid




1 t 1\
vhich we have passed ft M r we have ¢ L T ¢
f crosses erect t no les an
I'} f voyageur e that ¢ < 8 !
1 hip but may b say ¢
cart he eart wae
So long as he's er




Lachine, and Origin of its Canal.

The waterways of Canada, leading from the great lakes of the

interior, outward to the high scas, are a very imj

1 study of t ciety their de
have followed 1 of | es wl I
r countr and t | | f their ow
p— . v I of tl ] O of the
Lachine ( 1 at one It b 1 far back
LS J 1€ ( r 1 ] i Canada
it e first intre Furone I b, Lawr ¢
I ( M ! r 1
to end farthe I f 8 of t H
first proje on I third v e in 1541 8 to explore the Saul
as Wa r ras uled ) Vit E {3 1 ed
by double t ordinary crew of oarsmen, and seeing that the a
co not be made, he decided to pre 11 wmd. D Vav
l 1 beaten path, he met four Indians and explained t m, by
1 lesir » see the head of the rapid I'he br flered
es, but, after a lo 1 I ey told Cart that there were
Is in the distance W her thie rma raced
the explorer, cannot t r Is « r¢ weed
his steps to the landing place, laur 1 1 to his
arting point. er g 1 sixty
years elapsed before France again c« the St
Lawrence 1 her rapid
In 1603 Champlain arrived in the country with the intention of
establishing & colony On June 4th of that year, a nj 1 by
Dupont Gravé, he determined to explore the b wa

known through the visit of Cartier alfter three

miles of hard rov r, he arrived at rapid, where he

found some three or four feet of v n a small boat

1e rapid, aite

was not feasible, and desiring to explore

of t
the example of Cartier, he proceeded by land along the North shore
of the river for a distance of three miles, which, in hie opinion, was

about the length of the rapid. Finding he could go no further, he

went back to his boat. On his return, he decided to lay the site of his
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intended settlement, not at the rapid, which he named t St
Louis,”" but upon a spot situated six miles further down, at the foot of
*“Mount Royal,"" which he called **Place Royal subsequently knows

as ‘' Pointe-a-Calliéres

In 1615 he again visited the ‘*Sault,” but was so intent upon his

fur traffic with the Indians, who were bringing their furs from their

hunting grounds on the Ottawa River and the region of the Great

nd the rapid

Lakes, that he did not make any further attempt to as

In 1642 the trading post at the foot of
summer rendezvous, where the f

Ottawa

r (1642) Montreal was founded

relig by religious

Father Olier, better k » founder of the

his colleagues, planned the building of a t to be own as Ville
Marie, Maisonneuve being at the time Governor

The Sulpicians became Seigneurs of the whole island, and immed

iately proceeded to establish settlements along the sl 8, in order to

be informed without delay of iy threatened attack or part of the

and also to have in the vicinity a sufficient force for resist-

ance, in case Ville Marie was attacked I'hey even created several

““fiefs nobles’’ above the "‘Sault’’ as far as the upper extremity of the

sland. Among

others, one was granted to a young Norman full of

ourage and ambition, and whom I shall introduce first Fa

ean inhal
called him C!}

his corres

ert, Cavalier de | Some have

La Salle, but Mr. Sulte, in answering one of

to de La ume, says that de La Salle

was never a Chevalier, and that his name was Réné, Robert Cavalier
surnamed La Salle). At that time the virgin forest completely covered

the shores and there was no trace whatever of the presence of man, if

you except the footpath along the river owed by Champlain when

exploring the head of tir He occupied his Seigniory from

1666 to 1669 and called it **Seigniory de St. Su
Historians have differed as to the origin of the name ‘‘Lachine

some claiming that it was given by Mr. de La Sall 'his is improb

$ in that case he w

likely have given the same name

which he

Sulpice.” In all probability the

ven, owing to the failure of his
China and Japan. Mr. Dollier,
in his ‘‘History of Montreal,”” attributes the new name to the unex

name ‘' hine"" was de

expedition in 1669, when in search «

pected return of de La Salle’'s companions, and Jostel, in his narratives




Salle's pre

ud of Lake

Milot when

upon the latter of
ch were to erect a

['he fort was first

1 into a parish it

Other forts were also built Fort Cuilleride," Rolland”’
and ‘‘Fort La Presentatior The forts of Lachine t warlike
posts, able to resist the attacks of Iluropean soldier yut rather trading
posts for the prote of the 1 hants and a refuge for the colonists
n case of a fr t Ind

I'he project of binding Montreal and I hine by canal dates from

A i ry writ 1692 t tl I etablishment ir

e St. La I i ind it it w 1 be ea to make a
ca 1 nere i Ir 1 I I re lierre ‘Y W 1 ]t‘ ne 1VE
ver ttle ind to cut in order to make a passage fr the 1 to
the lit ' r a 1 by rex r the fallen trees its
bed ild be deep e t eaux coming down from above
I'he q y, I r, wa poor to build a car with locke

» overcome the considerable fall nine miles of river, from Pointe-a
Calliér y 1

I i m I I ] per r M 1 b I 1 >
Mr. Ma ex-Pre f y of ( 1 Engir he save
it had been his good for ( ) ne of tl 1 manuseripts ¢

1 ur f St Ipice find in thea
< i their ( € me the

between navigable str

had to be resorted t

accidents irred

In the year 1700 the Superior of the Sulpiciar Mr. Dollier de
Casson, undertook to improve the little river St. Pierre and n
navigable for canoes from its mouth to Lake St. Pierre, and also to
open a cut from the lake to a point on the St. Lawrence. A notarial
contract was ed between the tractor, Gedeon de Catalogne, and

Mr. Dollier de Caseon, for the excavation of a canal about a mile in

length, twelve feet

e at the surface of the ground, and varying in




width at the bottom a d to the depth of cutting I'he wor
began in 1700, and the follov ear the contractor failed, after
formed the eater of the work, which was left in this
nditic les) Ul th fforts of tl to plete
[,4 \i‘\ 1 ed | ins 1 t | bn ed
A to tl nd f affair Frar lur
ig he ¢ ne had iin to be postponed
il v 1 1 Ul ca - | {
St. Pierr & they possessed several farms there, one
I Y G 1
tandir though abar 1 At th 1 of t 1 ood twe
! m L 1] 1 b the 1¢ « t t S ]4!‘
't I r s tod the hine Ca ( S Pa |
Verd I Pierre & lor | | > rk
| I \ el (
! Mr. Cha Le ho ha all t
| eering and rks of I 1 t
arters of the wor | « ( I |
1733, ti D r 11
fresh pla 1 estin re 1 m f Mr. de L«
8 ¢ ecord in t 1 3 referred t
I 8 1 ¥ 1 | Canal
attemy ¢ ud nplet or ty
1700 and |
A 1 M maj 1 anal w
Sulpicia | o e roc
\ map N ¢ mr 1
the time of the ce ( ua to Gr Britain 63 It
( M ¢
map | r under M 1
Loyal Er eers of Ville Mar ud pleted t ork unde
) in 1700
I'he literature m is 1 ver, lime
18 regards the ¢ meantime, those who desire t
trace their orig Wi v report 1 r
the Royal Er eer
I B of domit Ar t
that great uncertainty exists as to the dates when various public works
were constructed in Canada, owing to the fact that they were executed
| his account no record exists

by the Imperial Government, and

n our Departments in Canada

n the subject. It 1




ta however, ti these canals were luring the Frenc
regime, for Bougainville, in his ‘“Memoirs of New France
describes the passage upwards, speaking of the frightful rapids, giving
n detail the he places passed, describing the les, "
the ‘' Buigson trong current 1 difficult navigatio!

the whole course, the portaging at various points, but making no men

1 of canals, except in speaking of Lachine, to which place he says

a canal from Montreal had long been spoken of, but none built. It is
clear, that situat w the French were in 1757, no canal could have
been built in the interval before the cor and 1760,  The
evid that ( ! | Got of the ‘v Vil

neers, in his re dated December

24th, 1800, says that 1783. The exact
lat nstru 1 letters of Cap
I'w of the i\l Engineers, under whose direction the works were
¢ ted, in accordance with the inetr of Haldimand, ther
Governor-Ge | of Canada, who designed these canals for facilitatir
! transport tar tor ind mur L but with a ¥ nda
It prie 1 1779 and 178 he 1mperial Goverr
u ! Vi maxing « s it Ll Casca Lhe ( dare 1 1
w du Lac L it La ¢ 1 not have been decided
\
Bouche time, 1815, and d » 1824, passenger traflic b
en Montreal and Toronto was carried or 1y dow bateaux
r 1 Durham boa 15 far La and, goir p, partly by
rdina I by a road, called the Montreal Read, along the North
ol LAawr ( L 1] I el ( I laKkes
Beyond Kingston, recourse was generally had to open sailboat
[ read in Hopkine v a valuable hist the Lachine
Cana I 1 t in 1871. He I'he La
( s the grea I ! rk t I
\ v roduced nt, which, however
lid 1 I the resot ere not considered
equal to t indertaking es of war in the tra
port of munitions led the ir George Simps t«
recommend its excavation Legislature was passed,

appropria

7 £25,000 in aid of its construction. Peace followed, and
no further cffort was made In 1819 a joint company was chartered
and stock to the extent of £150,000 to be r

ed by £50 shares, was

authorized. This heme also failed; but in 1821 an Act was passed




by consent, that the subsecribers ¢ ild  abandor r on
receiving 1 their money, and that the work sk 1 lertaken
by the Province. A ¢ yution of £10,000 was made by the Imperial
( rument, on cond it all military stores toll fr
The work comn ed on July 17th I Hon. John
ti 1 chairn of the management of the ¢ turned the
fi,r d. Thomas Burnett was the firet engineer. 'l contractore
W Bagg & White, McKay Redpatl 1 Phillips & Whit It
was opened in August, 1824 I'he canal was 8 miles 718 s long
28 feet wide at the bottom, 48 feet at the ter th
water th I I't )
20 t wide | L lept o e of vessels
1 14 leet 1849 1t ¢ Jen t Al Was
| & T eral repr tations
! v order to mes
| r | | 1
t t p of tl ot r ot rst
ing Montreal for ‘ t of th
\ ow mp | the Spr 1818
882 that the ¢ | ) 1t th P
undert s the \ t 1 Silur ne
d i
he st steamer betwe | « 1 ( e ran i
18 ! 820 + ALY 1] ) W twe
co! I wix hors
1 Id anals may b l into r pe from
1779 16, from 1816 1844, from to 1870 1 from 1870
to 190,
I'he dimensions of the ca p t are: 270 feet long, by 45
fee 1 14 feet de
I'hese d b 3 ls marking a correspond eloj nt of
1 i and ti I 5 Ol
it changes since the or of tl inal! We of the twentieth
tury are the | ciaries of the persevering labor and enlightened
energy of f cettlers of this our Canadian hor but do we sufli
ppt tl b fits they have rred up. us H
wver occurred to us, when taking one of the palatial eteamers of the
Richilien Company and travelling with every comfort, to look back
upon the days of the hardy eers, when they had to put up with
® mi and expose t selves te h dangers?
It is well for us to go back to the early days of Canada in order




« reat
mnai ¢ the
indi
f | 17
K
. s |
shede nd store
Road
iy
1, de La 8
O Fa
s
he Trish |
Hnile L 1«
1 t 1 ca
Ve La
rs of St
Simpsor
West. It

p

Highness the

Near the

W

contrast between them and the pt nt nes of
A v « } r € ke our ntry and
ch mor esting for ] s well remarked by
bers of tl I meeting
t ! O (¢ e miles from Montreal t
I 1 1 one of tl I ficent steamens ply
rea d the Great I + u pass through those
1 are triumphs of e e r &kill, and see on
nd, tl mer rial concerns which
went | perity and c« of this Canad
Y ! h 1 wce the hut of
1 the w am of I
\ ser t 1.st e t 1 st house
| t 3 com the
I I rence ar the e
e of the efore r the
I ( ( I'l I
Br h G rnmn it th end the
ry I isted of owder maga I u
trace vhich r in on the Lower Lachine
! [ e de La Salle's wooden homestead
lle's s« lay the novitiate of the
i C.PR. I
river to ( wa t tha point
1 Ired rds W t near tl L
I still stande its roof, in the
mas Moore, w ed on his visit
composed th r he incide n
occurred between the | and where 1
hine and on the spot where the handsome convent of
Ant ! 1 the residence of § o
he « 1 8] f the fur trade in the North
here that in August, 1860, he entertained His Royal

rince of Wales

(today our beloved King.)
harf there was built in 1670 ““Fort Rolland,” and a
1668, *“Fort La Presentation,”’ near the pot

Church of England

it Dorval
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The Soulanges Canal.

To understand the importance of our present great system of St

Lawrence anals, I have endeavored to tr tl h 1 t}
increasing utility of the St. Lawrence route, and have also endeavoured

] lating to the St. Law

to give a slight historical sequence of events re
rence rapids
Acons ago as an island lying in a tepid waste of

north-eastern part of North America. The expanse of

ntian Hills, the r

and | H wnd Suj 3 1 rip ru 1z northw
Mackenzie and Arctic Ocear

renness of land. These

the backbone of

the oldest civilizations although involved in myth 1 legend., W |
them in the queer-shaped hill of the *“Mound Builders,” in the Ching
legend of “‘Fusang'' or Mexico, and then in the “‘sagas’’ of the Nor
which tell that Lief and Erics ind Thoraldson visited the easter
coast of Canada, alt 1zh now no I rded as mere legend. |

our own Indians we trace the Mongolian

I'hen came many rer to tl h of Y L
lumbus and others of great fan But the Cabots, under chart
Henry VII. first discovered what % [anndi Foll

ots eame the Portugese Corterea 1500, Denie of Honfleur in
1506, and Verrazzano in 1524, who annexed the territory from Caro
lina to the Gulf of the St. Lawrence to the crown of France In 1534

comes Jacques Cartier, penetrating farther

uccessive voyages to Canada, penetrating na (now Quebec)
and Hochelaga (Montreal). It was on | econd voyage, t from
the mountain which he called Mount Royal, he saw the rapids stretch

ing away to the westward, and the Ottawa, the pathway of the

Indians. On his third voyage on September Tth, 1541, an expedition

was made up the St. Louis and other rapids of the St. Lawrence, the
first visit by the “‘pale faces.” Thus Cartier has written of these
rapids and their dangers and toils: **"We took counsel to go as far a
possible with one of the boats and the other should remain there until
we returned, so we doubled the men in the boat 8o as to beat against

the current of the said rapid. And after we had got far from our boat,

we found bad bottom and large rocks, and so great a current of water




led to go a

the rapids, finding a

Journeyings up and down t river earr
I'he Jesuit Relatior 1 quotatior

th one boat It was then
he | to learn the tent of
the natives had passed in the
ng their canoes, This is from
the ‘*St. Lawrence,”’ a most
oLl ed I I wrence
1 reached ( wda in
explored th Grand Sault
Ottawa

ended the
I

L passage he Northern Sea I'hough tl found
i1 1 1 up ti to the I I 1
sl 1 them the direct route to the west rsed by the Ind
Chamg vas at tl | | vl the Huror ent to
i | them ag t the dread Iroq He pr ] ]
hem up the Ottawa Z d La Nip 1 fol | t Frenel
river to the Georgian Bay, from there to Lake Huron, and then through
Lake X I annel of the Lake Ont I't
resl 1t A led £ 1 red Champla
in 1615. On the st shore of neoe, a short distar up the
beautiful little Talbot river Champlain'’e inding still pointed
out, and farther on, leading from the e road I'he Trent
inal elesely follows Champla rail I't he H had
prom 1 to ta I eat ex] g} Grand &
he rapids of the 1 re he 1 o e after
and f 1 to doso. H s forced to winter in the Huron €
l in the sprir » return by the r I 1 I'} reat ma
died in his city of Quebee in 1635. Next the St AW I figur I
] ry i } P f t O 1 Y Y t |
[roq How tl ped A\ « wlermship of
the brave Duj the Oswe rive ce (whicl ng
« lar ind therefor n) i flat-b ne its, leaving
ri 1 India | rril of the St
Lawren \p ire only i 1
perils ol p el A b 1654 Del Y 1 perils ¢ ¢
rapide betwe Montreal and lLake Ontar P r to Dre t the
| rry he fur trade n the St wrence, as they
were attempt to do, thus setting ar t he upper country
s at ible by th vater-wa He w ful in his journey
and with the Iroqu but his health suffered from | great exertio
Fort Cataraqui, afterwards Fort Fronter where tl VI
ind Lake Ontario joi vas the upper ga 1y to the rapids, and as




tructic his route | me more frequented, the dangors
1 were more noticeable.  The fur trader and ¢ Joliet
s suceessful return from the d ery of tl sipy
with the Missionary Marquette, lost all his in tl
Montreal and had to report from memory far
of e explorers w La Salle. From | I Lact h
voyaged up the St. 1 r to 1 Ontar 1 it Fort Catar
aqui, with the sar n of Gove rl he built a
6t fe lin t Fort I I wel
built ture teway bear t ane of La wnd datt
It t ¢te Du 1
\ wk in 1 F "
Fr \ I
< t. Lawrc river I the Erie and ! [ (
ri itility are th and rapids, extending
m Mon It the r Ont i there beir
mentioned (Lake 8t. Frar and Lake St. I where
nding these rapids it i n necessary to alight from
whose water rather low in such places
I 1 with the hand and dragged behind
rt O y or | d to run it ashor nd
man in front and the other behind, the first bearing one
hit 1ld nd the second the other end on his lef
It is necessary to land and car through the w or over
high and troublesome rock well as the cances themse This is not dor
without much work; for there are portage f one, tw nd three leagues, and for
h several trips n de, no matter how few pa one } I kept count
of the number of portages and found that we carried our canoes thirty-five time
and dragged them at le fifty. 1 sometime k a hand in helping my savag
but the f the r i full of es that 1 could not walk along, being
barefooted.” The same writer further says, “to conciliate the savages you must
careful never to make them wait for you in embarking. You must provide your
with a tinder box or a burning mirror, or with both, to furnish them fire in the day
time and to light their pipes, and in the evening when they have to encamp, these
little serivees win their hearts. You must try and eat at daybreak, unless you ean
take your meal with you in the canoe; for the day is ve e to pass it
without eating. The barbarians eat only at sunrise and are on their
journey [\ b roper dressed u mu hav eg bare
while crossing the rapids you can wear your shoes, even your legging It
is not well to ask any questions, nor should you yield to your desire to learn their
language Each one should try at the portages to carry yme little thing,
according to his strength; however little one carries it greatly pleases the savages, if
it be only a kettl Be careful not to annoy in the canoe with your hat; it
would be better to take your night cap; there is no impropriety among the savages.”
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forts to help in the defence of Canada, fought and defeated a body of
Americans (400 in number) at ‘'The Cedars'' on the St. Lawrence in

May, 1776. This party of Canadians under Foster left Ogdensburg,

en Oswegatchie, to descend the St. Lawrence. They encamped on

May 16th at the western end of Lake St. Francis, then they heard of a

of the enemy posted at ‘‘The Cedars.”’ Next they pitched

stron

samp at River Beaudette and there received intelligence that the Con
s tr had bee Irived from before Que wnd M

¢ ¢ mery

slain. This put heart into the Indians. When the little force arrived

it the head of the Coteau rapids, they divided, some fearing to descend

them so late at night hey rejoined forces in the morning at the fort
in the quiet waters below I'hey voyaged to within three miles of
I'he Cedars,”” where, placing their canoes and batteaux in safety,they
anded I n body adva 1 toward I'he Cedars the Indians
going forward to scout. The post of Major Butterfield with a etrong
body of 300 Amer was at the Cedars, overlooking the rapids of
that name between Lake St. Francis and Lake St. Louis. Foster de
nanded an immediat irrender, and pointed out that with his limited
number of regulars he might not be al to control his Indians if it

was refused. Butterfield asked to be allowed to march out with their

arms. This was denied and the fight began. Word came that at
Quinze Chénes, now Vaudreu Amer reinf ments had an l
inder Major Sherburne nze Chénes was the name of a little river
which flowed by the ol mnor house of Vaudren t has become
Quinze Chiens, and now is the name of the Vaudreuil road, which

my humble opinion is more appropriate, though Quinze is too small

number)

De Montigny was ordered with thirty French-Canadian to harass

neanwhile Butterfield surrendered

Sherburne. In the

and interce

and Foster, though with difficulty, prevented the Indians from in any

the prisoners. Kingsford lays great stress on this, as

ers were cruelly treated and

1ad reported thai tl
me murdered. But the historian asserts that there was no cruelty

condensed the

and that they were treated with kindness. I hav
rd’s fuller details. The follow

wecount of the above fight from Kir

1 is also culled from him. Another b of the Congress

ing infurmatio
troops coming to relieve Butterfield were encountered by De Lorimer
they surrendered themselves to the latter after a brief struggle. On
the 21st, Yoster marched from The Cedars with his prisoners to Quinze

ted them in security at St

Chénes, crossed the Ottawa, and dep

Anne's and the Two Mountaine. Returning to Quinze Chénes he for-

tified himself at the post here. Later Arnold essayed to attack him,




but the stronghold appeared too formidable and his baggage was de
layed by the rapids at Ile Perr

was during Sir Guy (

so the attack came to nothing. This

on's good governorshiy He resigned in
by General Haldimand, a hams}

but one who did much for C

1777, and was succeed

citidal at Quebec was designed, t}

BV tea t crew mut 1 I «
langer re pr nen woul 1
and tow pe up t € or two met
remaining on board to 1 ) re sharp at
each end and curved ds 3 1
like the lumber boats on the Ottawa of today. The crew
five in number, one to steer, four to row At times when the wi
favourable they ed a square sail—at nightfall they pushed ashore
and camped. The Durham boat Y ipplanted t bat 1
and was used until the Beauharnois cant s opened for traffie

I'he first of the little old canals was at Coteau du Lae, the earlier
canal hugged the shore. Though considerably grass-grown, it is still

noticeable. Formerly it had three locks, with

the gates. In 1801 it was

th of six feet at

ilarged to nine feet

inches. The low

est canal was a little above Cascades Point, to allow canoes and bat-

teaux to pass ‘‘La Fancille,”” *‘The Scythe." Here, as now, the river
takes a sharp curve and the waters plunge and swirl over their rocky

bed between the curving shore of the point and the little wooded




island. This canal had one lock, and in extent was 400 feet. The next
was at the Trou du Moulin, near an old

of the quartette of ¢

ruins but most | t formerly

gly-built mill
belonged to t Baron de | reuil, «

families of the Soulanges. This canal

no locks; it cut through a j
I'hen came one to over the d

I'wo huge boulders jut out into the sw
is a lock built bet n them. The iron
but it lo mall and inadeq

1 rs the brave boa 1to
ever slight aid t L I'he

English fort I'he f cana
five locks. They were begun in 1779

Before many yes

damaged the lower canal locks that a remedy
Gother Mann, R.E osed enlarging the opening of the

the locks at Coteau

tes of

from 6 feet 6 inches and

¢ and Split Roel
riving them a ter depth of 1 foot 6 inches—he also proposed to

replace the canals of the **Trou du Moulin'" and the *‘Fancille'" by one

nal. This took four years, and was only accomplished in 1805. This

at t Society of Civil Engineers

information is from Marceau's rep«

That canal Il to be eeen, and it seems incredible that it could be
of much service, so small and insignificant does it appear, with ite tiny
locks, and little wlen gates, no larger than many a farm-yard

Standing by the edge of the primitive canal and watching the bul
rushes and wild spirea nodding in the summer breeze, one is trans

ported into such an old and peaceful world as one thinks of the
picturesque ‘‘batteaux’’ with their barrels of flour, sugar and other
wnid toils of the

indise, passing from the great dang

neral merc
foaming turbulence of the ‘‘La Fancille' to “‘this haven where they
would be Then—a thundering booming of a lake propeller or “‘ocean
to present times, and there—not mar
and crossing this old-time moat, is ul

lay. Instead of 1,700 feet we have fourteen mi

tramp'' recalls o

3 away

1€

finest

the

a «

and

canals of the

instead of a depth of four feet we have sixteen feet. Fourteen miles of

a b

running through a flat checker-board country, with anon a beautiful

autiful artificial water-way, sv y curving as the river curves




rious rapide and the distant Adiron

peep of a mignificent river, of
dacke
it was in 1784

that a band of the U.E. Loyalists, whom many of us proudly claim

But to go back to the time of our earliest

as s trugeling up tl l.awre e {r SOT n
B 1l rapids. At the “‘Cedar TS
th r nj 1 to land and tow their 1 11
he laden, up the shallow wate

» our first canal, looking over some old letters of
the H ( nd the followit

r. Kingston, 24th Oct., 1801
porti ! ported to Montreal on rafts of boar
tim r which transport the merch vl
requir ’ of articles of such comp: |
and i value. Of thes ; of transport, that by scows will be in future
preferred These scows have carried to Montreal, and of course could carry
to Quebee, from 300 to 400 each, and might have taken 100 more as far Lachine
but the water having been higher than usual this ¢ has made the passage ¢
the Lachine rapids more easy than is to be ex n LHONE 1
rapids have been found the principal if not the 1l obstruction in the
river to the safe and easy conveyance our produce to Lower Canada
The improvement of the canals will do much for the transport up, but the transport
down is an object equally important, and in this the canals are of no service.
I'his letter is signed Richard Cartwright
I'hen comes a letter from His Excellency General Hunter. It

as fol

Quebee, 24th Nov., 1801
1 lost no time upon the receipt of your letter in ordering a careful examination

of the Lachine rapids by Captain Bruyere, Royal Engineers, a by two of the
best p on the communication between Lachine and A copy of
Captain Bruyere's report to Colonel Mann upon the subject 1 herewith for

your information. Al

it appears from Captain Bruyere report that the
removing of rocks and sk for the purpose of rendering navigation for loaded
boats and rafts more e
report affords useful hints to a
As Colonel Mann will early in the ensuing sprin
at the “(

P. Hunter

and saf nearly if not quite imp

wcticable, yet the

neerned in the construction of rafts, scows, et
v

t the works now carrying on

ect him to inepect the Lachine Rapids himself.” Signed

I'hen in a r to R. Hamilton and ned R. C., Kingston, 14t}
May, 1800, is the fc ing

Dear Sir,—~You will be ple i to learn that withstanding the unpractic
ability stated by Capt. Bruye his report to Colonel Mann, three large rocks
which formed so considerable an impediment in the rapids of the Lachine have been
blown to pieces and removed; and that by making a dyke of embankment upon the
principles stated by you and by Mr. Clark in the summer of 185( 1@ water was at
once raised from ten inches to three feet. All this has been done for £ and the
work has stood the test of one winter and they have besides given the sum

of £500, if I recollect aright, for other parts of the river between that and Coteau
du Lac

Between these old canals and the present Soulanges (the finest on

the American continent, as it has been called) comes the Beauharnois,

the only canal in the St. Lawrence system on the south shore. This

canal was commenced in 1842, in June, and completed in 1845. The
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20

fir

steamer through was the ‘‘Albion.”” The Beauharnois was cut

across the land and overcame the rapids of the *'Coteau,” *'Cedar

lit Rock' an

its length being 11} miles, and having

locks to overcome ll of 82} feet. With great difficulty

ntrance was found, nor it safe yet as 1 myself, in compa with a
number of others, nearly lost our lives there a eans . Our
boat missed the channel, rar 1 rock at the he f the rapids, and
careened over Fortunately where anotl h to
the botto e aunch little eraft was e «
['he steamer ‘‘Magnet'” h n was
constructed which improved matter On the Beauhar a
picturesque villages of Melocheville and St motl and {
f Valleyfield, and a little farther off Bea at the other end
In wellin 1 the da befor comj n of th inale
passengers drove f 1 Mot 1 to I 16 s, ther k a
A 1 I | s to Cascades P v distar « t
miles At the ( s, wher building the S nges the 1
paved floc f the stage coach stable was found intact, there are alac
the or foundat f the | s of a considerable vill g
well as the ruing of the stone grist-mill, before spoken of From
Cascades there wa T all; I road I'hes es a from
wha e sees and hear ( les Point Here al 1 ¢ t}
I tine, our sweet br hich st usua found n
m ,‘ m ( tl g { 1] L (
v steamboat from there rted them to Cor dl ['hen one
8 Landing and a steamboat met the
F'oronto or intermediate places. In
rapid I'wo old Indiane Old Jock
['his is a most intere eription
parliamentary library in elderly
found for me, as well as others, to aid
in writing. This book was ‘“The St. Lawrence,’" by Ge Waldo
Brown. The follo g describes how the Indians discovered a passage
for large boats through the rapid He says

“First a crib was made 40 feet square with pine flo
takes ten

ten feet apart, with
ong driven in each square, projecting downwards. When all was
ready some Indians were sent to the foot of the rapids and some were stationed in
the trees on the side of the rapids. Several Indians towed the crib to the head of
the rapids with their canoes and let go of it. Then every Indian watched the course
it took as the crib sped its way with the current of the stream. When it reached
the foot of the rapids, th ib was turned over and it was found none of the stakes
were broken. T was a positi indication that there was enough water to run
the “On 10" through. The Indians then boarded the steame Bach Indian piloted
the “Ontario” as far as he had observed the crib’s ccurse. The only white man on

board was the engincer, who aleo received one thousand dollars.




A most remarkable phenomenon of the St. Lawrence is the die-

tinet line where the Ottawa and the St. Lawrence meet at Cascades
Point and below, meet but do not joir I have looked over the side
of the boat and zee amber on one side re on tl he Fifty
miles the bre and bl I ¢ | 1 1 1
distinet as if there a traneparer rrier be I'he dark
of Ottawa ( ed L t th luminous
f the it Cataraq Is t Ottawa, t Ind
1 the St. Lawr the led races?; who meet
but cannot I run compar hip that he who
ruans 1 I l" G 6 hat tl ( i} L wWa or I ou
let of the Great | +
I'he pr t Soulanges represents the old Beauharnois, and is
the | n tl ha f car It v mod 1 by Mr. Thomas
Munr Mr. Grant being his assistant engineer at Cotean I 4
and Mr. C. R. ( it Cascades Point. Mr. Munro mod
partly after the Manchester ship canal, but in many way miqu
n fact, in many ways it entirely different from the other Canals
being, as Mr. C. R. Coutlee has said I on the ‘‘Soular
Canal Ex New xample of matured prac
1 engineering Louis with
Lake St those already

d the Coteau

ne replace

the tw ne W the b o 1 monument
of huma l ind guard lock; the first
three lock of 23.5 fect, the fourth a lift
of 12 { t was decided to ruct
the Soula &« on the north " he St for several
reasons ; partly as the curve was les ¢ lo required, and
also on account of the pr e of quicksands on the south shore

I'he banks along the upper level, 11 miles in length, are built three
feet higher than high water in Lake St. Francis, so that the guard
lo 1 be left open SArY I'his canal was carried over
thr ers, the Delisle, River Rough, and River & la Gra
are carried under it in cast-iron pipes, ten led ter, set 1
conerete I'he three locl it Cascades Point lift of
234 feet There is power housc at River a la Graise, where
electricity is generated for both lighting the canal and operating

gates, valves and br loser than the ordinary

city street light, being of the same power, and nowhere more than

160 vards apart, and




28
down this canal as eas’ly by night as by day. The dimensions of the
locks are 260 feet long by 46 feet wide and the water is fifteen feot
on the sills. The canal is beautifully finished with sodding, closely
cut, gravelled paths, and macadamized roads, and trees are planted
on the north side. The bridges are graceful in design and are painted
white—as in railways they paint in red, so in canals white is used
At the head of the Soulanges is the village of Coteau Landing, of

about 800 souls. Here the country is flat, showing that once Lake

Francis was vastly wider, many centuries > i Il possibility join
ing the Ottawa. Lake St. Fra s famous for its beautiful sunset

on the river the captains call it *'The Lake of Sunsets.”” One of the
mowt beautiful sights is to wateh the breaking of the ice in the spring,
from the Canada Atlantic bridge, as it plunges down the tossing
heaving waters, and piles up on the shore A suneet on the break
ng ice is magnificent I'he tting sun illumines the floatir ce
fields in a prismatic opaleser f r away in colours of mauve
and blue in the near distance, and in the far background the violet
range of the far-off Adirondacks I'he sun descending, a rose-flush

aslant the snow widens and deepens and fades into silence and stillness

and shadow

Coteau du Lae is quaintly charming, and French as it was, with

its church, its convent, its seigneury. The last ig seen from the river,
1 peep as the boat flies past on the swift current, a peep of a stone
manor-house, trees, terraced walks, and trellised arbors, a most de

lightful glimpe It is the Seigneury de Beaujeu. The family de
Soulange which has left its name to the Seigneury today owned t

the de Beaujeus, belongs to the oldest noblesse. They have left that
name to the county also. The de Soulanges orig came from

France. In 1702 a grant of land at Cascades Point was given to Pierre

Jacques de Joybert, Chevalier de Soulanges, in recognition of services,
a seigneury which Mdle. Genevieve de Soulanges passed to the noble
house of de Beaujeu by her marriage e de Beaujeus, also of the
French nobility, came from France the end of the 16th century, a

century and a half later they intermarried with the de Longeuils—a

third of the nob

e families of Soulanges. It was Daniel Hyacinth d=
Beaujeu who was the hero of the terrible defeat of General Braddock
at the Monongahela. De Beaujeu met a soldier's death, early in the
fight, though it was through his leadership chiefly that the Frenzh
scored such a victory. At Cascades Point and towards Vaudreuil was
the land belonging to the Seigneury de Longeuil. Charles le Moyne

was the founder of his noble house and his four celebrated so de

Longeuil, d'Therville, Chateauguay and de Bienville Baron de
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Origin of the Corntwall and Williamsburg
Canals.

I'he ( ( it } Shore of IS
I rence It ext t l'own of C Dicl
Land dista f eleve nd w to overcome «
’ Sault’ rapid. TI pid reatest of the really 1 I
wble ¢ of the St. Lawrer River, being nine ¢
1 St. 1 18 I 1 1 La (
I r vas the or 1 f route f ved by the French explorers
on their to Lake O i S I
name for Ontar I'hese names are recorded L map pres 1
the Tmperial French Library As Jacques Cartier entered n
the 10th of August, 1585, he gave to the river t e of the: Saint
whose festival is celebrated by Chureh on tl wy, and called it
8t. Lawrenc I'he French explorers a A nes to the other
rapid § Iy ly o k « h my
The “‘Long Sault’’ literally means a long water fall. The next in
: AN y fl pid 1 the 1 Les
JUloping current M O
fic y u
1V 1 r s« pr
Le 1 Sault R 1 r
g « stead I G I t
r 1 that thes deserij n el 1 1 t
6l iti
S } I + [ ( ) the
naviga of that e as bei 1 o1 tage I'he river
w la 1 1 1 1 re
v [ ca I'he « means of conveyance 8 by canoes, or
! 1 he i rt ﬁ
b er sisted d
boat up the ream I len | € r
ected by ir When the t r for them ma
headway ne of the men w re and tow
rope, two rer ng on board r ke
I'he captain & od in the stern and steered with a lar

Each batteaux had a moveable mast and a square sail







N 1t In 1
I
m cabir
1 l ply betweer tt
) wced in 1882 by the *‘1 hit
boat. 'l se of these boa 1 awa

ng only tw e mile darive to (
¢ 1 1817, t G r pper ( | |
at the opening « he 1 sl ed the fl ¢ t
¢ imj ant quest na t ( Prescott In 1818 a J
( Y vas ap ted by ( nments of Uj wind Low
Canada, wi ! r | f ur of improven I'he
et I ever, 1 1 ¢ 1 t 1
of 1 1833 it the impr f r 18 A I l
the Statute 3 William 1V, CI ler which a sum of ),00(
to be raised | t 1 f ! t r pu
yoese, and t el e appointed ( rs 1
ATy Act i H I ( H J Han
ton, Philip VanK hnet, Jonas J Hir Nor G I
1 Pet Shaver. 1 Act d 1 tl I
I 1 be fi hed b 1t W of tl i
Cor I ‘ listr 1 y 1 1 out
the imjg n 1 ‘ f the River St. Lawrer
[he ( missioner 1 ( t v 1 further
surveys to be made and adopted the | hich t 1al 1 r
I'he services « Ir. J. B. M 1 | ecured
In December 1 r, Mr. J. B. M nade the r rt ¢
first to the Board of ( I r
practicable to improve the 1 tion St rence such a
manner noda 0 nd other v means ¢
! X 1 ( \ | t H i
renor | estimated dista « M eal 1 Pr tt
miles: 1038 miles i | A tion 1 81% mil needs
improvement, of which 15} mile n the Upper Pr and 1
miles the Lower."" (Montreal, D¢ Srd, 1833)
In another report, Mr. Mills says: ““The St. Lawrence opened
two or three weeks earlier in the Spring and Fall than the Ottawa
l'he St. Lawrence passing through a more Southern latitude, these

two or three weeks in Spring and Fall the most important in the

ear for navigation traffic

whole

rte from the original manu

| (I have transcribed







ation consented to build a bridge, which was com
I'he Cornwall Canal has had two periods of enlargement. In 1876,
v new cut was made and two new locks were built South of the town,
and completed in 1882. Between 1884 and 1903, the second period of
enlargement t place, when the canal assumed the following dimen
Length, 11 miles of locks, 6. Dimensions of locks,
270 feet long by 45 wide I'otal r n lockage 48 feet. Depth of
water ot 14 f I nal at the bottom, 100 feet
Jreadth of canal at water f 164
I'he I 11 com
pleted 1003. There are 230 ts sit 1 ng tl
p 00 pur I )
11 nt for one
1 brid rated
1 1 bireh tr ol
| 1 | | mal Y
lecided t | ¢ 8 ( t
I f ( ( ha 1 $6.003,299
\ | ( \ O v Ra ¥
brid ! 1 I I 1 pal S W
rend ] e | ed ¢ Ca
| \ nd ( 1 P A
1 1 . r
L indseape d 1 th so
n pr « 1 t and tly residences

The Williamsburg Canals.

Williamsburg was named after William Henry, Duke of Clarence,
ended the Throne of England as William IV He
visited Canada in 1787

Thes: canals are situated on the North shore of the River St

Lawrence, and were constructed chiefly to o

who in 183

me the “‘Galops”

rapids and others of less importance, as well as certain stretches of

swift water ugh called collectively the Williamsburg Canals

they ar tuated in three different counties—Stormont, Dundas and

Grenville
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row etretch of water, thut we are navigating on the largest river of our

continent. Opposite Kingston, for instance, the width is 10§ miles,
to includes Wolfe Island

Canal embraces Iroquois

from shore to shore. T

What ig now known as the * ops”’ Canal was

eparate canals, with a distance of navi

were also opened for a nine foot navigation in

called Point Troquois Canal, commenced at the

Village of Iroquois and extended to Presqu’ Isle It was three miles

1 la } ff f« ‘ ches, whicl rcame the

rapid of Ir ! ‘oint. This j t is most picturesque and is said to

have been a f rite spot with the Indians when holding their councils
\\ 1 | Y ] ‘\' nar \

M to Det t 1744 T
his d the pla intere r Imarks that he g 1 from the
17 the 21st of J He 1 had camped the night of
he 17 | I \r 1t tw L Iroit

v bea
I'l ug r or West know ! I Galops com
he \ « ( 1 | ¢ led uj u the head
( i i It 1 ! f I and
sur ed the Card ]t G I ra
Abo 1¢ ft th plet € nal the were
1 X } t led J tion Canal,"”
bu r r 1 other € wer u ras t I
the total length of the canal to 7} miles and the lockage to 14 feet 7
inchee
In 1888 the ( r enl g the
upper entrance, tl life-le as well
) ra K «

ction was com

piers, and a “‘flottila’" lock of 800 feet by 50 feet wi

, thus deepening
wnd widening the canal for about three and a half mile An electric
cable was also placed under the canal, and the work was completed in
1902

In 1898 it was decided to widen the entrance to the existing
channel, South or towards Adams Island, with a view to eventually

increasing the width to 800 feet, which is now completed

iamsburg Canals is $9,567,077

The cost of the Wil
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The North channel commences about or

al, and ext
ne t ind one rd mile
unti lent 1 cor t vith n
of he 1 f Chimney Island I 0
ne 1 Indian war w he Brit
It was in A 1759 tt Marquis de Ley e 1
r of M ilm) I 1 led Fr h i f
r \ led | rd
\ le « H 1 Fort La 1 tation
Ogd r 1 f 1 t pr
! 1 « I 1 uild a r
¢ I I 1 0 1
le 1. < 1 S SUSJ lu or
| H De L uned 1“1 t
D Militia En 1 1 out tl «
I 1 1 y 1 P Hea
| 1 R |
1 L was give P « 1 and
skilf lier 1 I Niagara. Hie
f ted 2 t 100 I 1 several Ired
Indiar ler A | « i ry J t n the
Fort 1 ( (Ogde \ had ed
ll t guns and ree @ | Oral t Lev
had t land n f ““Ovarator | I chief
1 n 1
On the 10th of August, Genera wrked his army
omposed of 10,000 regular troops and 700 Indians, at Oswego, in an
ral batteaux, route to Montreal, and reached
th onton, or “'Isle Royal 13 de Levis had called
same month. He made an attack upon the fort
uchot r 1 to surrender and made a vigorous fight. Amherst was
obliged to undertake re rations. O d the British
batteries again opened fire, which wa heavy th ouchot sur-

re red on the 25th of August,

royed

the fort, leaving only the chimne

On the Tth of September, Amherst reached Mor and the
following day the Marquis of Vaudreuil (then Governor) signed the
capitulation, which severed Canada from France

Only the charred ruins and a solitary chimney is left to mark the

any years, as a landmark, giv-

spot. The latter has stood for ms







Ringston and Harbour,
The period of two centuries and a quarter, though falling far

somewhat venerable a n the « we distinetively style the new. On
o tix t wher tl I 't even a ¢ tennia antiq f w
and far between, when the oldest trace of Europear atior
farther back than three centuries, the citiz of K ton may justly
claim tl | 8 of for r  old VI hose gite
two | Ired year w raq Fort Fr nac or King
ol mpor part the history of Canada, ranking ir
mpor vt 0
I not easy ll up a n v f the Canada of twe
hundre « A the mtry we know by that name today
the natural f ires of t untry, no e tence New
or Canada t was by that time rally know va tl
more than a of scattered settlements a the bar of the St
Lawrence. In order to rea t t was the ve must sweep awa
ma ! the 1 ind substar ties of tod the towns
and villages—the harbors and shippings—the roads and railways—and
r';"’q’ }, in their tead a vision ol the tra ‘4‘ a8 rest wilder S

haunted by the deer, the wolf, and the beaver, as well as the battle
field of the fierce wandering tribes that waged a no less cruel and
destructive warfare with each other and with the wild beasts of the
forest

The relative position of British Columbia must also, in some
degree, be reversed in our mental picture, for New France occupied
nearly the same territory with our Eastern Canada, while that of the
North-eastern portion of the present United States, so far as it had
been explored, was claimed by the English and Dutch, and held by
their garrisons

The period at which this story begins, is July, 1673, the 80th
year of the rule of Louis XIV, and the 80th after the restoration of the
Stuart dynasty—little more than half a century after the ‘‘men of
the Mayflower'' had landed on Plymouth Rock, Boston and New York
were little more than villages, and Quebee and Montreal only clusters
of log cabins, defended by palisaded forts. On the 12th of July, a date

to be remembered by Kingstonians, Count Frontenac, with an escort




| ¢ 1 fr the Tt ind Island

proached Kingston, skimming across the blue waters of its harbor by
me of ea gaily | ted batte and large war ca ren
1 1 I 18 by % figur glittering Fr I

for But wi 1 1 ed French V undert
with such a retinue, & I e and tedious vOy from th
f Quebee to the outlet of Lake Ontar an alr unknown !
in the unbroken wilderr For \r r we need only reca
reumst n which t t “P r Frar t N
W had been for n than & quarter of ntury stru W
wdvers I f nat 1 i . ler '
he « f Ne ¢ | nd

In the 17t " New Fra Brita be
tween the ter © e8]E | mpetit all een for
the sinews of w t fur le, tl the chief r stay of the
Northern ( X

r Ir N 1 had t} n ti

wate of the Northflowing water In 1670 it was suggested to
Louis XIV the expediency of planting two out-posts, one at the North
and one at ti ith of ke Ontar vhich might serve as a check
on the Iroq 1 T T | The t hosen that
nOW O ipled t fl t | tin f4t ors
whe tl t. 1 r mer fron e Ontario, and where the
winding Cataraq ns and swells ite broader stream—had previously
attra 1 the pione explorers

I'he early | f the Lir tone City'' is connected with tl
nan I rt Cavalier de I Sa In 16066 ited 1 A
passion for d ery, | 1 1 1 r
way through r Cathay and s of tl
A0 8 re 1 from the Indians of t cour y tl
bega » regard tr waterwa » the East, a
natur 1 the f 1 depot at the Easter
O r ted n

When Count Frontenac e eeded de Courcelles in the govern
ment of Canada he was much pleased with the enterprise of La Salle
and sent him in advance to [ final r usance of a gite for
the new ¢ A\t M | he j 1 nj ! 1
he was received in due 1

the Long Sault, where the men od waist

Passing L

deep in water, i having passed many sleepless nights

from anxiety lest

vater should find ite way into the batteaux and spoil

the biscuits, the staple article of food, the head of the rapids was




reached, where a n re from La Salle imeced that the r t
of tl Cataraq here the approa 1 h
Indiar hould | l. The Abbe D'Urfe went ¢ tify
I f the approacl I \e ] eared the
romot ‘ Br Fort H ¢ with
' ¢ \ \rT « stra ¥ the
11 Ar 1 th § harbor etretched t
{ M 8, ( (et 1
d | Y 1 ¢ I I'he meeti
] ( iid to him
I ¢ obliga
I \
\ ( I 11
i e of the
1 1hie
« el \TE | Freuch, wa
\ . P Fre
he « rted t
! ( I desired
r 1 ( nd eve
« ed 114 the t! luri
| ¢ eir fur 1 1673, Louis Joliet, w
the d | re Marquette, w had discovered the M I
i 1 cd t | 1 +
Il 1| > t re € n |l theory of exj
it ¢ 1 I he had, howeve been
o1 11 { | o6 1 W her the rivems fl |
t ( { 1 rnia Gulf. In the latter case
t Id 1 erway he Orie the former, a channel
ed of t Western « [ ould be easily
Ol Ve l to I » establish t ru ind settle this ques
tion his energies were applied. La Sa 1 France in order
to obtain a patent of 1 ity and for the 1 of the New Fort
n honor of its founder I'he royal grant is dated May, 1675, and
not only conferred upou him the command of the Fort and four
4 d—




woues ad I t 8 Of ree €
\ e and Am Island h r I nd on
said i | ad w. Certain lit were involved
it La S to re 1€ led (
For and 1 unt 1
equal that at M to « 1 men { « i
i 1.1 ¢
1 € |
nied ] I Bar
( Is a r ¢
I
t ( ! 1
v A
| I
« ¢ I l
( h her wate I
" Af r
per e 1 I
ront he led it I M p t 1, ta
I 88101 me X1V
after | | ana 1 1
sreat river, missed l, pa it uncone y |
hundred n landed ind of set on tl
I'ex ae Ha st three vessels, | 1 on for two )
retrace his way to Canada, and on his third, and last attempt, he

perished by the e of a mutinous follower

It would lead too far from the main subject to follow the eventful
history of New France during the troubled years that followed, but

warfare and raid

desperate between settlers and savages, public
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n dock yard bell is shown which looks like a modern gas lamp. It
now in possession of St. Mark's Anglican Church, Barriefield
t struction given to Lt.-Col. Phill-

In an extr of a letter of

potts by the Earl of Durham in 1839, he requested s be sub-

mitted setting forth the requirements of a canal to Montreal, also

the position the Rideau and Ottawa, thus showing that the active

und clever men had in embryo in their great minds the construction

of works which have since been ved of necessity

on file concerning the sub

mg the many v ol

j€

under discussion, is a pet to the Governor

lin the welfare of Kings

its surroundir the § rt of which is that lights, buoys,
nd e g ligl o p 1 on t wrbor side of the inland
« order to fa t
It quaintly worded, breat
( t n favor ol the mucl
carly pioneers of th
\ il cr a t i

way to more modern

important part, but the object of each device remains t

\ n worded petition to the foregoing, addressed the same, in
\ wsked for a wate pply for the t e find t familiar

witograp atures of Jo Macdonald, John Mowat, Thomas Kirk-

I'he exact spot where Frontenae and La Salle met was on an
extremely rocky ledge, where the locomotive works and the dry doc
wre now situated.  Of the la publie wor hich became

1 n the eigl the la lajor Her F. Perley w ti
designe

the first Parliament of Canada was

opened in the City of Kingston, having been selected by the late
reat Queen Victoria. The privilege was short, th~ duration being

but three yea

I'he average traveller entering Kingston from the West, by

of the water traffie, is much struck with the g

md expanse before

him. On the right is to be seen the two beantiful islands already

mentioned, \ e and Amherst, the latter being twelve miles in
length and three in width. On the left, the sight is one of life and

animation. Huge buildings, with a mystery surrounding them, are

the first to greet the eye, Rockwood Hoepital and the Penitentiary

each of which contains enough souls to be called a village; the inmates
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The Rideau Canal.

1
it o I 1
I ) r ] T ¢
f Y
¢ i i 6 be
The ¢ f
H 1 )
I 1" 1
\ X
L t I
onor i ¢
r I N d Ord D¢
I 1 i
te Der M of Pul W r Canada. The sit
f the d perie 1 r of t s and
LI 1 b 1 | i 1t I 1 AW T ¢
to the upper lal of Ca v r the war h our rhbore or
the south, in the years 1812 and 1813. On the declaration of peace
this q n was taken up as a n r of Iy nportance, the
scheme was definitely decided uj and steps were taken which
I 1 in tima r out the project Survevors were
appointed 1 sent to Canada by the Imperial Go
plans and sj were prepared. It was also foreseen that

the coustructior the proposed canal would prove of great advantage
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In 1829, the canal works were in active progress throughout the
whol ith of the line and hastening to completion About the
1 | f A 1830 f i ( ( 1
tl mst, the | r or river l vas laid in the presence of Lord and
Lady A r, and the & Lady Alymer officiating, with all duc

import

ant d; it was laid many feet below the level

ol & protected by a strong coffer-dam The

lay no ordinary dif It mpliched
( 1 r dam ny kind

the Rideau Canal to Kingston, with the military and civil officers and

a few of their chosen friends, thus completing the opening of naviga

tion through the works within the five years, according to the assur
ance given by Colonel By to the Duke of Wellington before the incep-

tion of the undertaking
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C el By left ( 1832, Major Bolton taking
the command. Major Bolton was succeeded by C I'hor
in 1847, y | Ford in 1850, and by Colonel Clayton
the last nd from 1852 to 1857 1l was
handed ¢ il G rnment in 1853 Canal
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this was carried out by the Brit rnment

wmy combined I'he work was commenced uame time

a guard of 60 soldiers under

line, each divisior

ubaltern’s command, for the suke of precerving peace and order




Surgeons were engaged and furnished with medicine for the sick
There were Government stores provided with all kinds of needful pro-
visions and supplies, beds, blankets, caps, mitts, shoes and spirits in
plenty—the latter used o counteract that melancholy which was then
considered as peculiar to Canada. From the Ottawa River to Black
Rapids, the cost of the work was estimated at £87,500; from Black
Rapids to Kingston Bay at £98,560, the whole amounting to £486,060

Captain Alexander in his account of his excursion trip with Col

By up the Rideau route, speaks of steering through the silent wilder-

ness of woods which, in a few years, would doubtless be changed to
smiling fields and orchards. Also of seeing the conical bark-covered

wigwams of the Indians on the banks of the Ric

au River, before
which the women, mayhap, would be smoking venison; large canoes
lying up-turned on the banks, whilst, in smaller boats, boys could be

seen watching under the

inge for the deer to come to the water
when, driven by dogs trained for the purpose, a stroke of the paddle
on the head would generally secure the prize

I'he fi

k r we have passed the Sapper’s Bridge are at
“Hartwell’s,”” a stretch of a couple of miles of naturally beautiful
scenery lining the course to this station. The locks are two in num

ber and the rise 22 feet. A mile or so further on is an immense dam,

a very clever piece of engineering work, 820 feet long and 45 fect

high ; also two locks with an ascent of 13 feet. An incident occurred
here, which it might be interesting to mention at this point. Somc
little time after its completion it was discovered to have been leaking
for weeks. Col. By had it carefully watched night and day. Loads of
carth and stone had been dumped in and, at last, the danger wa
supposed to have passec But, alas for human hopes. Standing one

beginning to flow
ked to the 1

You see, boys, what our persever I complished Wi

day, on the top of the dam where the water w

regularly over the top i

roper way, Col. By rem:

quite suddenly, a roar like thunder was heard below him. Shou

“Throw down your tools men and run for your lives,”" he das

od

1es falling under his feet and the

along the top of the dam, the s

great body of masonry bulging below, while an irresistible rush of

water, the collection of many miles, kept tossing up rocks of enormous

weight as if they had been but corks. The dam was rebuilt to such

good effect that it st

ls there today, a monument to engineering
“Hog's Back Dam,’" and takes it name
ders in the bed of the

swiftly rushing stream. Black Rapids comes next, four miles further

skill. This is known as the

from the presence of some curiously shaped b

up, and having an ascent of 10 feet. Here is another immense dam,
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800 feet long and 10 feet high. At Long Island there are three locks,
by which 28 feet of ascent ie overcome. There are two large store-

dams here, on of them 740 feet long and 10 feet high, the other 380
feet long and 80 feet

Further on we come to Burritt's Rapi
where, by one lock, we are lifted 10 feet 6 inches. Here is the longest
continuous run of the whole route, and is locally known as the *“‘Long
Reach."”” It affords a clear stretch of na

igable water for 27 miles

I'he natural beauty of the scenery is also most charming on this

stretch between Burritt's Rapids and Long Island. Four miles above
Burritt's Rapids, we come to Merrickville Here there are three loe

with an ascent of 25 feet, the charming natural beauty of tha scenery

still continuing. Big Ridean Lake is the largest single body of water

in the whole chain and is most attractive Its islands, about 200 n

number, are mostly heavily wooded. We now ascend 4 feet through
; N

a loc and enter the ""Narrows."" Further

find ourselves 192 feet above the level at Kingston Mills, and, instead

of being lifted up, we are let down. A cut of nearly a mile in length

was here necessary in addition to a loe Newboro has the distinetion
of marking the ridge of a watershed, tl aiters in one direction
running towards Kingsi« | Lake Ontario, and in the other towards
the River Ottawa. Here lescend 8 feet. Chaffey’s locks scrve
to take us from the level of Indian Lake to that of Lake Opinacon,
which we rom Sand Lake All along here there is bewilder-
ment of ¢ beauty in scenery. At Jones' Falls—called by
H.R.H. t ess L e the most beautiful epot in Canada—the

Rideau rushes through a crooked and narrow ravine with impending

cliffs 90 feet high, a n in length and a fall of 60 feet. Here the
difficulties were overcome by four locks placed amidst the most
bewitching surroundings and an immense horse-shoe shaped dam
holding back the waters of Sand Lake. We then pass *‘Whitefish

wid ““Cranberry’” Lakes. The next lock is at Brewster's Mills, where

navigation proper ends. Here is a descent of 10 feet. The next stretch

of 10 miles is formed by backing up the waters of the Cataraqui river,

which made excavation unnecessary and afforded water deep enough
for navigatior I'hrough all this e of 126 miles, Dame Nature

may be said to hold full sway in pervading beauty, through the lakes
and streams, with but a half a dozen miles of artificial eons!ruction
scattered thrqugh the few sections where engineering problems needed

to be met

Kingston Mills, six miles from Kingston, has four locks, with a

total descent of 47 feet; the dam penning the water is over 6000 feet
in length by 14 feet in height. The locks are marvels of solid masoury




and triumphs of engineering ekill. They are limestone blocks, 6 by 4
feet, and of proportionate thickness, are 142 feet long by 38 feet wide,
and from 12 to 25 feet deep. The dams as well are of massive con-
struction. Up to the year 1858, when the canal was transferred to

the Provineial Government, the lock-masters were soldiers of

Engineers or Artillery, always wearing their uniforms. Above these
locks stand the square, heavily-built block-houses, with slite in the
walls through which rifles could be fired in the event of molestation
by Indians or unfriendly etrangers seeking to obstruct navigation.

Few, perhaps, are aware of the severe nature of the service during
the progress of the building of the Rideau Canal. First were the
exploration parties pushing through dark swamps and entangled for-
ests overgrown with underwood, where it would be necessary, at one
moment, to cut the way, and at the next to wade through deep mud
and water, and with only the compass as a guide. In winter, surveying
on the ice, the lakes and streams through which the canal was to pass,
the cold being so s. vere as to make it next to impossible to handle
instruments ; snow and heavy clothing impeding movement ; at night,
the bivouae or storm shelter roofed with boughs, the bed of hemlock
or pine tops before a fire of newly cut cedar. In the high waters of
the spring, the passage of rapids exposed them to constant danger of
upsetting canoes.  Scorched with the sun, bitten by the numerous

insects, obliged to quench the thirst with poison-laden swamp waters,
their {rames wasted by fever and ague, and, what they felt more than
all, was their isolation, the several stations being at intervals of ten
miles; for all this was endured from 1826 to 1832. To mention an
incident,—A little beyond Jones' Falls, there was a dreary swamp
some 18 miles in length and about two miles wide, called *‘Cranberry
Marsh,”" where thousands of stout laborers lost their lives from a
regular yellow fever. At morning and evening a blue mist hung over
it, and, at all times, a most pestilential odour was exhaled. On one
oceasion Col. By almost succumbed to the evil effects. He was pass-
ing through one of the streams of clear water used for canal naviga-
tion while it was being partially drained to form a track for the canal,
when his canoe grounded. The voyageurs jumping out to float it,
found themselves up to the waists in blue slime with a most unbear-
able odour. All but two died shortly afterwards. Col. By was taken
ill and had to be carried to his bed, where he remained for several
wecks with total loss of appetite, severe paine in his limbs, fever,
yellow jaundice, tremblings, general debility. He slowly recovered
and was again actively engaged in his work in about six weeks.

From the year 1826, about 2,000 labourers were annually em-




ployed on the canal works; they usually remained about a year, learn
| the ways of the country. Mr. Peter

Irish immigrants who all

all they could of Car

Robinson

more or | settled a Rideau
v small settlement of Scoteh by their outrageous
ha r no foreign foes t rht with, the pa
hose Ir L r to such pury

to | illed uj suppr the riotir I'l r ry ubl
L) i n € thr I t hoot th ol s Wi V re lireet
i 1 superit i he works

In « pat A v he al differs from others
in that it is not dit 1 or by I Natural rivers and
la nad 1 hat p rt 1 }
locka it rapids or waterfa 1 the dams required e buil

In the collection of

. orical memoranda from a un
familiar and j 1d hs, which, str to o
near the wall ind, I have necessarily been obliged to
levote considerable tim rgy it f interesting informa

tion. The mater

] thus secured I have

mentary manner, but let us hope that

utility to those who may follow in our footsteps ar
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The Trent and Murray Canals.

il Report of the Department of Rail

ways and ( s, that the term *“Trent Canal’ is applied to a series
of water stretches, which do not, however, form a connected system

efficient, only

of navigation, and which, in the present condition,

al use By various works tl se has been extended, ¢

others | become a through

in progress and contemplation this wi

route between Lake Ontario and Lake Huron—thus avoiding the

navigation of Lakes Ontario, Erie, and Huron, and greatly shorten'ng

the distance between Montreal and Georgian

Eleven lakes and four rivems are embraced in this scheme of
navigation—extending from Trenton at the mouth of the river Trent
on the Bay of Quinte, and ending with the Severn river, which flows

out of Lake Simcoe into Geo

glan Bay

The course as originally contemplated and modified is as follows
I'hrough the river Trent, Rice Lake, the river Otonabee, and Lakes
Clear, Stony, Lovesick, Deer, Buckhorn, Chemong, Pigeon, Sturgeon
and Cameron to Lake Balsam, the summit water, about 165 miles
from Trenton; from Lake Balsam by a canal and the river Talbot to
Lake Simcoe; thence across Lake Simcoe to the Severn river; then
rgian Bay, Lake Huron. The total

distance by the present adopted route being 2363 miles

by the river Severn to the G

But before the Trent Canal was ever thought of there was one
adventurous explorer of dauntless courage—Champlain—whose name
heads the long list of Governors of Canada—whom, in 1615, if you will
follow me in the course of his adventurous journey, you will find was
the firnst white man to traverse this route of the present Trent Valley
Canal system

He started from Quebec accompanied by Joseph L.e Caron (Recol-
et Missionary), Etienne Brulé, interpreter; 10 Indians, and 2 canoes
On reaching the vicinity of the rapide above Montreal, he held a con-
ference with a number of Indians who had promised to meet him and
take him to the great fresh water sea of the Hurons that seemed to

him to open out the discovery of the longed for route to China

—

i ia e e



He passed up the Ottawa, until in about latitude 46° 20 he

reached the bend of the river where the stream Matawan flows in

whence he proceeded westward, through eeveral small lakes into
Lake Nipissing, from the outlet of which he steered his canoes west
ward, down the current of French r ¥ | tl

ancountered a band of 300 savages (Wyandot Hu ‘\

Ondatahouat, whence the name Ontaouat, Ottawa From their
strange and startling mode of wearing their hair Champlain named
them the Cheveux Releve Not one of our courtiers,”” he says

1g his locks. Here, however, their
care of the toilette ended, for, though tattoed and painted, they wore
no clothing whatever.”’

‘takes 80 much pains in dress

Their demeanor was friendly, and from them
d that the great Lake of the Hurons was close at

the voyager lea

hand. Now, far along the western sky, was traced the watery line of

that inland ocean—and Champlain beheld the ‘‘Mer Douce," the
fresh water sea of the Hurons

Before him, too far for sight, lay the spirit haunted Manitoualins,

and, southward, spread the vast bosom of the Georgian Bay. For

more the

100 miles his course was

along its eastern shores, among
countless islands. He crossed Byng Inlet, Franklin Inlet, Parry
Sound, and seems to have landed at the entrance of the Bay of
Matchedash, a little west of the harbour of Penetanguishine

Here was the settlement of the

Hurons, situated in a sort of
peninsula, lying between Notawasaga Bay and the sheet of water now
called Lake Simcoe. It was the 16th of August, 1615, when they
reached the Huron metropolis Cahiague, in the modern township of
Orillia, 3 leagues west of the river Severn, by which Lake Simcoe
pours its waters into the Bay of Matchedash
Valley Canal system

the outlet of our Trent

Here was the rendezvous of the Hurons, and from which they

started forth, shouldering their canoes and their scanty baggage—at
the outlet of Lake Simcoe they stopped to fish, their simple substitute

for a commisariat. The Huron fleet pursued its course along Lake

Simcoe, across the portage to Balsam or Sturgeon Lake, and down the
chain of lakes which form the sources of the river Trent. Champlain
himself speaks of five portages, some of more than ten miles, which

they necessarily had recourse to, between the sheet of water now
called Balsam Lake and the shores of Lake Ontario, the whole region
at the time which we write being like one vast wilderness. Parkman
likened the canoes that now issued forth from the mouth of the river
[rent to “‘a flock of adventurous wild fowl, putting boldly out upon
Lake Ontario'-—(which they had to cross on their third warlike
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expedition against the Iroquois). But, here we must leave the hero
of our early Canadian history

The Imperial Government chose this route as being the most
natural and feasible to make a water communication between Lake
Ontario and Lake Huron. The earliest record of which we find, in
what is called ““A Measured sketch of the water communication be-
tween the Bay of Quinte and Lake Huron by the Rice Lakes, ete., in
the year 1816-17."" Also A Plan of the course of the river Trent,
showing the improvements proposed by His Excellency, Sir John
Colborne, in 1

giving abstract estimate 61 miles and 365 feet

lockage, with ¢ truction of 22 lockmasters’ houses. Total amount,
£233,447, Gs, 113d."

In the year 1835 a eufficient sum was voted by the Government
to construct that part of the work lying between Lake Ontario and
Balsam Lake The works then constructed have ever since been
used for local traffic. There is evidence of the work at this present
time, in a very extensive cutting for a canal around a rapids in the
river Trent, about a mile above Trenton; and also at Chisholm’s
rapids 14 miles above Trenton, quite extensive works were undertaken
and about a quarter of a mile of canal was excavated in solid rock,
and a substantial masonry lock was built by the Royal Engineers,

which is still in a remarkably good condition. Also another lock at
Hastings

The Rebellion of 1837 deferred the execution of this scheme
In both Upper and Lower Canada the people had begun to assert
themselves against the rule of the Executive Councils; public meet-
ings were held in both the Provinces. Wm. Lyon Mackenzie, ‘‘the
peppery Scotchman,’ in Upper Ca

wda, and Louis Papineau, in
Lower Canada, came forward as the champions of reform and popular
righte. The struggle for Responsible Government, once entered upon
was never permitted to relax—until the Imperial authorities, con-
vinced at last that there must be a radical defect somewhere in the
system of Colonial Government, appointed in 1838, the Earl of Dur-
ham, Governor General of British North America and Lord High
Commissioner, ‘‘to enquire into the grievances of the Canadas, with
a view to the establishment of a constitution which shall remove
them.”'

Ag a result of his famous report on the state of the Canadas—
the Home Government determined upon the union of the two Pro-
vinces, and the acknowledgment in the mew constitution of the
principles of Responsible Government. Resolutions were passed by
the Provincial Legislature in favour of the scheme, and a bill based
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upon them passed the Imperial Government in 1840, and

went into
effect 6th of February, 1841. On that day the pr

ovinees of Upper

and Lower Canada were peacefully united under « wlministration
and Responsible Government was firmly ed Her Majesty
will look to the affectionate attachment of her peoj in North
\mer s tl t security for permanent dou

r most iteresting manuseript in tl Archives n on

Instructions for Major Pl

eers in preparing the Report on
Canadas, calle Lord Gle G

fist instructions are in regard to t

tin s of probabl pense u nj 1 manmie
as will be most beneficial to the res tl “He
will examine and make a gimilar report m ommut
cation by the river Trent with the R internal

sation of these Pro

n being a subject of the utmost conse
nee to their prosperity Major Phillpotts will take care that h
report is full and satisfactory upon all the various heads connected

with it, in order that the Repc

may enable Her Majesty's Govern

ment to decide on the course which ought to be pursued in “‘rendering
completely available those great natural means through which the
commerce of the Canadas may be incalculably extended, and their

general interest advanced to t

e higl

Expenditure on the Trent Canal prior to Conferation

amounted
to $309,871.81. Nothing further seems to have been done until the

year 1880--we find $561.50. From 1883 the work l

went slowly for-

ward, and up to 1904, $4,624,892.00 had been expended, but, still €o

much to be done to complete this splendid nat'onal waterway

In June of that year (1904) a most important event took place
the section 94 mil

, comprising the new Hydraulie Lift Lock at Ash-
burnham, Peterborough, was formally opened for traffie, its operation
was admirable—this is one of the most notable lift locks in the world
It consists of two balanced tanks rising and falling vertically between
masonry guide-towers; the two tanks are so balanced that when a
boat enters the lower one, the introduction of a comparatively small
amount of water in the upper tank, suffices to raise the lower one to
the upper level, while the tank formerly at the upper level sinks to
the lower position

It will admit the passage of 800 ton barges, and cost $500,000
To describe it exactly :—Height of lift 65 feet, the largest in the world
Dimensions of presses : external diameter of cylinders, 8 feet 8} inches ;
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diameter of ram, 7 feet 6 inches; working stroke, 65 feet. Pressure
in presses during operation, 600 Ibs. to the square inch. Approximate
weight of water in each chamber 1,300 tons. Depth of water in
chamber, 8 feet. Dimensions of chambers, 2, each 140 feet long, by
33 feet wide; depth 9 feet 10 inches. Built of steel plates. Height of
guide towers, 100 feet from foundation. Base of tower, 26 feet 6 inches
by 40 feet 8 inches. Breast wall of Lock, 4 feet thick, 80 feet high,
and 120 feet long at base Substructure of Lock—Concrete; the
largest monolithic mass of concrete in the world; it contains over
26,000 cubic yards. Quantity of cement used, 26,000 barrels. Time
of I
The lock proper is automatic. Gates and capstans are worked by
hydraulic power. Cost, half a million

12 minutes. Actual time of vertical motion, 1§ minutes

In 1906, the people of the Trent valley especially becoming
impatient at the delay in finishing this important work, leaving it
almost sealed up, “‘central portion completed, with two blind ends,
A deputation representing 12 counties of Central Ontario waited upon
the Minister of Railways and Canals with the “‘Trent Waterway
Memorial"" urging—among many other reasons why the Trent Canal
should be completed without further del

\y—that, “This work is

destined to be one of the great lines of grain transportation from the
West to the Sea, and a more potent regulator of Railway corporations,
freicht rates, car shortages, demurrages and diseriminations than the
tailway Commission itself, that most useful and popular creation of

the present government. Also—The Georgian Ba

y i8 the point where
the grain will be focussed. As Sir William Van Horne hes remarked
“The hopper is full, but the spouts are too small.”” Then, the Trent
route, measuring from Sault Ste. Marie is 500 miles shotfer than the
Erie rout A steam barge of 800 tons towing four consorts, in the

Trent Canal, can handle cargo of 120,000 bushels, equal to 120
loaded railway cars, and can cary grain at 11 cts. per bushel from
Midland to Montreal at a good margin of profit.”’. And , last hut not
least ‘‘everywhere there is water power.” The memoraliste sub-
scribing themselves—The Senators, Members of Parliament and
People of the Trent Valley

In the country to the direct north of the canal there exists
a vast system of reservoirs, with over 50 dams, which control
about 70,000 acres of water; the transfer from the Provineial
to the Dominion Government of the several works comprised in these
back lakes forming the head waters of the canal system which was
carried out under a provincial order-in-council of July 22nd, 1905,
and Dominion orders of Feb. 16th, 1906, has proved of great service
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in the maintenance of the water supply to the canal Traffic during
the season 1906 heaviest in history of Trent Canal—28,495 tons -f
freight were moved, of which 26,645 were the product of the forest

Then again a record season reported last summer (1907) “‘ Lockages »
I'rent Canal over 88,000 pass through 8 locks in past year.'
Hydravlic Li was opened for public use July 6th, 1907, Lift
50 feet. Thus affording a 6 ft. navigation from Healy's Falls to Lak
Simeoe, a distance of 160 miles. The booms and ;s of that whiel

was known as the New le Distriet were also ken over

I'he all river route by the river Trent with outlet at Trenton,
Coburg and Port Hope having eac rged claims for this digtinction),
vas ly adopted by an order-in-council of July 19th, 1907; the

canal to be of such d
sills of the locks

Commencing at the Bay of Quinte, (origin of the name fr

as to give 8 ft. 4 in. of water on the mitre

Keint-he, or Bay of the Kentes, a branch of the Seneca tribe) perhaps
there is no sheet of water in Ontario possessed of greater natural

beauty than this arm of Lake Onario—the bay commencing where the

Aawrence beging its mighty flow Its shores are rich in historie
associations which time forbids me to touch upor

I'he Ontario Rice Lake division of the Trent Canal extends from

Trenton at the mouth of the river Trent, to Birdsdale, at the foot of
tice Lake, a distance of about 57 miles. For construction purposes
this is divided into 7 sections as follows :—Section (1) From Trenton
to Glenmuier, about 5 miles, now under contract. (2) Glenmiller t«

head of Sill's Island, about 44 miles, will be under contract this
month. (3) Head of Sill's Island to 178 miles north of Trenton, about
8 miles, tenders will likely be asked for during current month

(4) From north end of section 3 to Campbellford, about 92 miles, ex-

pected to be under contract early this year (5) Campbellford to
Middle Falls, about four miles, is now under eontract, and nsider
able work has been done (6) Middle Falls to above Healy Falls,

about three miles. This will be a very heavy and expensive section,
and one oi the best water powers on the Trent is located at Healy
Falls, where a head of over 60 feet can be obtained. (7) Healy Falls
to Birdsdale, at the foot of Rice Lake, about 209 miles. Those two
sections 6 and 7 are also expected to be under contract this year
From Birdsdale to Peterborough, about 81} miles, the canal line
follows Rice Lake and the Otonabee river and there is practically ro
work to be done. From Trenton to Peterborough the regulated depth
in the canal will be 9 ft., with 8 ft. 4 in. on the mitre sills of Locks
From Lake Simcoe to Ge

ian Bay, the above depths in canal, and




on mitre sills will be m 1ed Between Peterl Lake
Simi the average depth of water in canal is 6 ft. w in. on
mitre sill
I the Lock at the « of Peterborough, (population 15,009)
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the entrance to Sturgeon Lake tead of direct, we may take the
lateral navigation down the Lal and up the Lindsay river to its
prosperous town, the busy lock here connecting with Lake Seugog
8 steamboats daily and much traffic on this river which flows into
Sturgeon Lake Nearly opposite its mouth we pass the elbow

Sturgeon Point, a beautiful mmer resort, where a legend has it “‘in

the old days when battles g these lakes were frequent between the

Hur and Iroque v young Iroquois chief, Ogemah, fell in love with

the only daughter of a Huron chief. He came to Sturgeon Point,known
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The TWelland Canal.

In an early preglacial period the St. Lawrence, or geographically

1, rose in the Lake Michigan bas took its

speaking the Laurentia

course across what is now Lake Huron and the Ge

rgian Bay, then
across a valley and through the present Lake Ontario, then by thc
route the St. Lawrence still follows to the ocean. The continent was

then at a much higher elevation

The subsidence of the two lake basins points to a post glacial
period. Nearly all the Great L

water called “Warren Water."”” This ““Warren Water'' embraced

were then one great sheet of

most of the Upper Lakes and extended from Lake Huron over Lake
St. Clair and Erie on into and over Lake Ontario, and much of the
land surrounding the lakes. As the water gradually subsided three

successive ‘‘beaches’ were formed, which geologists have named sue-

swively, ‘‘Ridgeway,’" “*Arkona,’” and the last and most important

orest Beach.” The deformation or short line has a great deal to
do with the Niagara River and its characteristics. When the sheet of

water existed, it extended from Lake Huron high over Lakes Erie and

Ontario, and there were therefore no Niagara Falls and no river, nor
any need of a Welland Canal. (I am indebted to J. W. Spencer's

ls of Niagara' for these geological facts.)

With the tilting of the earth’s surface to the northeastward a high

as raised between Lake Ontario and Lake Erie. Lake Erie

barrier
ned to a small lakelet as the waters rolled back to Lake Huron.
i,
n, Huron

, the **Algonquin,’" was

was dr

‘the Algonquin’ (so named of geologists)
a),

by a consider-

Thus three lakes were forn

d Georgian Bay (or Gec

comprising Superior, Michig L

The outlet to this largest lak

able river which flowed through the Nipissing and Ottawa Valleys to

the Laurentian. As stated above, Erie was a little lake, the Niagars

Falls being of small volume, as for long ages they only drained the
little lake of Erie, then only 1000 square miles in area, instead of
10,000 square miles as it is today Ontario, geologically named
“Iroquois,”” was much vaster then than now, extending over much
of what is land today, stretching as far as the present Galops Rapids

ically the same level as the shrunken

Lake Iroquois was at prac
Erie. A recent geological discovery is that the old outlet to Lake
Erie was some miles to the westward. With the continued uplift of

]
3




J. W. §; his worl the Falle it it the sudden
deepening | 1 ved out and other signs at
Foster Fla poir to 1 mereased

Niagara Peninsula g 1 n Lakes Er

\at Neutre w they were d by the early Frencl tlers, were
most exterminated by the Iroquis in 1650, a remnant

the Iroquois to Lorette, wl their des lants still su e. The

land was deserted except by bands of Wyandots or Hurons, until &

decads was inhabited by Chippewas (Otchepwes) and

Mississaug were 1 tribes and came fror roov

hunting und 1 H n and Super Da Frencl
trappers and hunters, “‘couriers du bois' had already arrived on the
BOENC I'he chief town of t Neutrals v Oughiara on the exact
site of the present town of Niagara. This name Oughiara was after
wards adopted by the Indians which came ther I'he Mohawks
called it Oh-nya-ga-ra, or ‘*Necl referer to the river tting the
land between the two lakee I'he first anne ement of the falls
omes from Champlain although he never saw them. In his map of
1652 Lake Erie represented rather a r connecting

the fresh water sea of t Hur with La St. Louis or Lak
Ontario, where Champlain located the fall In 1641 Father Lalemant
f the Saulte Ste. Marie Mission, came from the Huron country across

Southwestern Ontario, into the Neutral country,—thus he sa) ‘and

thence four days going to the entran f the so celebrated river of
that name into the Ontario, or Lake St. Louis," “The stream
or s that through which one great lake of the Huron, a fresh
water sea, empties into the Lake of Erie, or of the ion

of the Cat, and ¢
the Neutral Nation
ulo Ontario."

Falls were ‘‘so c¢

into the ry of

name of Oughnaabra, until it enters
visited the river and even then the

were explorers and *“‘courieurs du

bois" in the district about the Falls as early as 1626 Father
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Ragenau visited and describes the Falls in 1648, he writes: “*Almost

due South from the country of the Neutral Nation we find a great lake
200 leagues in circumference called Krie. This formed by the dis-
cl self
over a waterfall of dreadful height into a third lake named Ontario.”

La Salle, accompanied by Dollier de Casson and Rene de Gallinée,

rge of the fresh water sea (that is Lake Huron) and throws i

were in this region about 1669. Gallinée remarks on the roar of the
Falls, which they heard while crossing near the entrance to the river.

In his remarks he says that the falls descend more than 200 feet

Hennepin made his celebrated map in 1683. (These notes are extracted
from J. W. Spencer's ‘‘Falls of Niagara'' partly, and partly from
f N a."")

Both La Salle and Denonville in his war against the Senecas,

Kirby's “*Anna

attempted to maiutain fortified stockades on the banks of Niagara, but

both were failures. Joliet, the great explorer, sailing along Lake Erie
on his way from the Huron fresh-water sea, makes a portage across
the Niagara Peninsula (apparently the first portage in that district on
record), and fell in with La Salle, on the Shores of Lake Ontario. On
the banks of the Niagara, the first vessel, “‘Le Griffon,” to sail on
the watens of the Erie, was built by La Salle

After the Treaty of Utrecht, in 17

3, us nothing definite had been
determined as to boundary, the French found it advisable to build a
stockade, on the site of the present Lewiston, to protect their portage
past the Falls. In 1725 a fort was erected at the mouth of the river
This fort was rebuilt and strengthencd by de Vaudreuil. The struggle
for supremacy which resulted in the British conquest of Canada,
brought the rival armies to the shores of Niagara. English garrisons
took the plac

of French ones—but still there was no tillage of the
soil, nor any attempt to make a permanent settlement. There were
only outlying pests in the districts where a few soldiers and traders
were scattered

During the war of the American Revolution, Loyalists who had
been driven from their homes in the Mohawk and Wyoming Valleys,
many of whom composed the famous corps of Butler's Rangers, made
the N Many of the good old
families living in comfort and quiet happiness about the Welland and
all throughout t

gara Peninsula their base of operations

district are descendants of some of Butler's

Rangers or other U.E, Loyalists. As the district was so easily reached
from the United States, a great many lLoyalists, driven in the war of
Independence from their old homes settled there, preferring to
renounce all their possessions in order to cling more closely, *“through
thick and thin,"” to the British flag. Much of the early immigration
came to the old city of Newark, now Niagara
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When the Loyalists lost all hope of securing their homesteads i

the United States after the close of the war, it was recolved to grant

them lands in the neighborhood of fortified places in Canada, as a
reward. In the corps of disbanded Loyalists, the field officers received
5000 acres, to captaing 3000 acres were granted, and 2000 acres to
* subalterns, and about in proportion lessening to those of inferior rank
Later every child of a Loyalist on attaining majority received 200
acres. (I have selected these and the following facts from Colonel
Cruickshank’s books on the Welland district, which he kindly lent me
at the Archives). For two years after Loyalists had taken up land to
settle permanently, they were granted a certain amount of clothing,
and rations, seeds and agricultural implements. In 1784 about forty
families were established in the present County of Welland. Popula
tion increased so rapidly that in 1781 the district west of the Ottawa
River was made into Upper Canada, and the first Lt. Governor was
Colonel John Simeoe. He divided provinces into counties, and gave
the name of Lincoln to a tract of land, along the south shore of
Niagara district and partly on Lake Ontario. This was later divided
into the Counties of Wentworth and Welland. The principal river,
hitherto called Chippewa Creek, was renamed the Welland, although
the former name remained in general use for some years
Population continued to increase, people flocking in from New
Jersey, Pennsylvania and New York State. Nearly 5000 comprised

the town of Welland in 1811. Mills were erected and a village sprang
up around Fort Erie, and another at the juncture of the Welland and
Niagara Rivers

The declaration of war in 1812 between Great DBritain and the
United States, brought these strides of civilization to a halt

There were only one thousand regulars west of the Ottawa River
Several prominent Americans, notably amongst them General Wilgur
and Mr. Calhoun, gave respectively six weeks and a month as the time
in which it would take the Americans to capture Canada. Beiore long
they were undeceived, and discovered that Canadians were loyal and
brave. The first attempt to attack Canada in 1812 brought about the
surrender of the American General Hull, at Detroit, with his troops,
to General Isaac Brock with a much inferior fore I'he capture of
Michilli mackinae by the British had taken place. Brock lastened to
the frontier of Niagara as the American “'Grand Army of the Centre'
was amassed there. Sir George Prevost, learning that “*the orders in
Council"" had been revoked in the Imperial Parlinment, ordered hos-
tilities to cease. The Americans however refused to have peace, and
Brock prepared for defence. This gallant leader was killed early in the
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fight at Queenston Heights on October 13th, 1812. Although slain
early in the war, his active measures for defence and hie personal
gallantry have made him one of our most heroie figures. Major General
Sheaffe, on whom the command devolved, succeeded in obliging the
enemy to surrender after a desperate fight. Again in November, the
frontier was menaced. General Smyth (“‘Proclamation Smith,”" as
he was nicknamed) attempted with a large force to attack Fort Erie.
After a fierce struggle with a small outpost of Canadians, Bishop
arrived with his troops, and the Americans retreated, leaving many
killed or eaptured. The next attempt was frustrated by the insubor-
dination of the American militia, who stated that they would defend
their own country against the C

inadians, but objected to attacking and
carrying the war into their enemy's land. After many delays the
campaign of 1812 closed for the winter

The plan of campaign of 1813 was similar to the previous year,
with the exception that '‘the Grand Army of the Centre’ of the
Americans was divided and had different commanders. The Americans
endeavored by a strong fleet on Lake Ontario to cut off the Niagara
district. After the capitulation of York (Toronto), which they aban-
a. On May

27th they attacked Fort George by land and water. The DBritish

doned from strategic reasons, they concentrated at Ni

General, Vincent, despairing of holding out, withdrew his troops and
blew it up, retreating first to Queenston Heights, then gathering
together all his forces he marched to Burlington Heights. The
Americans followed and pitched camp on the banks of **Stony Creek,"”
where on the night of June 5th, a detachment of British troops
attacked them in the dark, and so confused the enemy that the British
succeeded in capturing the two American Generals. Before long
General Vincent was able to return to his frontier posts, and the
Americ

ws only held the county in the neighborhood of Fort George
It was in this campaign that Laura Secord, (the wife of a militiaman,
wounded at Queenston), hearing of the intended attack by the Ameri-
cans on the isolated outpost of Lieut. Fitzgibbon, at Beaver Dam,
cleverly and bravely forced her way to him and warned him of his
threatened danger. This daring of Laura Secord's and Lieut. Fitz-
gibbon's bold stratagem, by which he captured the whole force of 500
men, are brilliant records in our Canadian history. Canadians having
been gloriously successful in the East, reinforcements were sent to
Niagara, and the Americans withdrew their troops, after their shame-
ful burning of Newark on a bitter winter's night. General Drummond
followed, and in retaliation laid waste their frontier. With the ending
of the year, the Americans relinquished Fort George, their last strong-
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hold on Niag
shank’s book on the County of Welland, Garneau's History of Canada
and Clement's little History of Canada.)

In 1814 Britain was able to send forces to Cans

ra soil. (These notes are taken from Colonel Cruick

a, and that year
was one of disaster to the United States. Until then the Canadian
militia had borne the brunt, but now from the defensive they were
able to turn to the offensive. A number of British troops were sent
to the Niagara frontier, although the majority were detained in Lower

General Drummond was commander-in-chief, stationed at

ican General effected a crossing in July, and the British
troops at Fort Erie fell back to the Welland River, then generally
called Chippewa Creek, but the British had to retreat before superior
numbers after a hard fought fight on July 5th. Further British rein-
forcements appeared

1d the Americans retreated towards Chippewa
Creek On July 25th, 1814, towards evening, a fight began in
Lundy’s Lane and raged into the night. The Americans finally with-
drew from the field, leaving many slain on both sides. It has been
called *‘a drawn battle,”” but the Canadians and British held the field

Drummond laid sieg

to Fort Erie but the attack failed, and later

in September the siege was raised. The American General Brown
finally evacuated Fort Erie and withdrew his troops. 1814 had
turned the tide against the States, and the Peace of Ghent, December
18914, was hailed with eatisfaction by the majority of Americans. (These

notes are drawn from Garneau’s History and a emall history by
Clements. T have endeavored to make as brief an outline as possible.)

It was this war of 1812-14 which acted as a spur to the idea of
building a canal between Lakes Erie and Ontario. As early as 1816
a joint commission was fornued from both Houses of Upper Canada
to report on a canal to conduet navigation round the Falls and rapids
of Niagara River. Eventually a bill was tendered to appropriate funds
for a survey of the most suitable route from Lake Erie to Lake
Ontario. Two years afterwards a petition from the inhabitants of old
Newark (Niagara) was favorably noticed, and a committee to carry out
the work appointed. In 1823,the Commission which had been appointed
two years previously to go into the subject of Inland Navigation, re-
commended the construction of the Welland Canal, with diinensions
to accommodate boats of the size of those used on the Lakes. William
Hamilton Merrett was the originator of the Canal. Tt was to use the
waters of the Welland River, then tunnel through a ridge of high land
a mile and a half, then descend by means of another canal to “ Twelve
Mile Creek,”” and to the outlet at Lake Ontario. (I am indebted to
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Kingsford's **Early Canals” and to a book on William Hamilton Mer-
rett for this and the following information). This fresh scheme was
ly in 1824

a petition was sent to the Legislature asking for Act of Incorporation

projected in 1823, and Mr. Hiram Tibbett was in charge

of a Canal for boats of twenty to forty tons. The probable expense
capital was named at $150,000, being

was estimated at £22,125, the
3,000 shares at $50 each. The Imperial Government helped the
Company from time to time, by loans or buying stock. Dut
the history of the building of the Canal is a history of financial
embarasement. (1'he above notes are partly from Kingsford's *‘Early
Canals’' and Castell Hopkin's Encyclopedia.) The following extract ‘s
taken from William Hamilton Merrett, speaking of his beloved project,
“This Canal is intended to connect Lakes Erie and Ontario, and
thereby remove the natural barrier caused by the wonderful Falls of
Niagara. It extends in magnitude any other constructed in America,
except the short cut from Chesapeake to Delaware Bay, and in extent
any in the world. By reference to the map of Niagara Peninsula, it
will be seen that from the mouth of the Grand River on Lake .Erie it
continues up that stream by a towing path one hundred and twenty-
eight chains, thence by thorough cut through an extensive marsh ten
miles, thence down ‘‘Mill Creek’’ two and a half miles until it inter-
sects the River Welland into which it descends by a ship lock of eight
feet lift, thence a towing path or track way is constructed ten miles,
and thence the canal runs in a northerly direction to Lake Ontario,
winding up a ravine about sixty-five chaing with from eight to twelve
feet cutting. The part is finished and filled with water, together with
a guard gate to control the admission of water of Lake Erie. Thence
commences the deep cut (as it is termed) or dividing ridge, and a most
formidable work it assuredly is. It commences with an almost abrupt
height of thirty feet above the canal bottom, then gradually rises to
fifty-six feet, six inches, in a distance of twenty-eight chains to thirty
feet where it is abruptly breaks off in another ravine. The entire
distance through the cut is one mile, fifty-four chains, averaging about
forty-four feet cuttings, to the depth of from 12 to 18 feet from the
surface. It is composed of clay with a mixture of sand, and below this
tenacious blue clay.” Then further Mr. Merrett describes how they
excavated the canal bottom. In the Archives in this same book was
a letter signed ‘George Keefer, junr., which describes the machirery
in general use for excavating. I have inserted the account here as
the process seems so primitive, although on the same principle as
“‘the gravity railway,”” of which the one at the Mountain at Montreal
and another at the Falls of Montmorency are good examples, except

i i
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that electricity or steam are substituted. Steam gravity railways are

used on construction at the present time, where one car descends and

another ascends simultaneously

The letter is as follows: **The facility with which the earth is
removed in deep cutting by means of the improved machine invented
by Oliver Phelps must be obvious upon the slightest inspection of the
accompanying plan and must necessarily supersede the use of any
other method hitherto made use of for this purpose, both on account

of the increase of power and the simplicity and cheapness of its con

struction, which cone of nothing more than a common wagon wheel

with the addition of a rim for the purpose of fastening on the rope by

which the carts are drawn up. The wheel is so placed on an axle or
upright piece firmly supported by a trace fastened in a piece of timber
bedded in the earth, and two posts framed together, and so placed as

to keep the wheel steady, with two staves fixed to the sides to keep

the rope in its place. A road is constructed on the bank in an oblong
direction forming an angle of about fifteen degrees from the top, wher:
the machine is placed, and the bottom of the Canal. The great
advantage derived from this method is that no power is lost, for the
empty team descending assists the one ascending, thereby reducing
the ascent to a level. Bix teams may be attached to each machine,
and work without the least inconvenience and interruption.’’

George Keefer, junr.”

It may be of interest to note that in the accompanying plan the

teams were of oxen and the whole plan was to our more modern eyes
delightfully primitive

The Canal was first owned by a private company, incorporated by
Aet of Parlis
Upper Can:

ment, with a capital ot $800,000. The Legislature of

la subseribed $200,000, Government of Lower Canada

authorized another $100,000. The Imperial Government gave one

nineth of the amount of its cost, on condition that British goods pass
of 13,000 acres of Crown Lands
of
er, 20 feet width at bottom, with a
feet. The Board

of a president, vice-president, and five

free of toll, giving also a donat

between the Welland and Grand Rivers. The general dimens

the Canal were 8 feet depth of

slope of two to one, which gives a surface of water

of Directors was

directors. Hon. Henry Dunn, Receiver General of the Province, was
President; Solicitor General Mr. Harry Bo

the directors, five in number, were, Hon. Colonel Wells, J. B. Robin

n, Vice-President; and

son, Attorney General D'Arey Boulton, jr., George Keefer, and John
(lark. Alfred Barrett of the State of New York was principal engin-
eer. In 1825 a new scheme for the canal was adopted to enable
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schooners and sloops to pass through. The entrance was to be st
Port Dalhousie and the upper end at the Welland, whence the supply
of water was taken. (These notes are deducted from Kingsford's
‘Eneyclopedia,”” and the follow-

“Early Canals’’ and Castell Hopkin's
ing facts are froin Marceau's Report, and also from The Report of the
Department of Railways and Canals of 1905.)
Marceau speaks most highly of the intrepid character of Mr. Ham-
ilton Merrett, who in the face of such financial difficulties, and mis-
fortunes such as the slides of earth on the canal, and illness amongst
the employees, yet persevered. The filling up of “the deep cut’ by
earth slides, led to the abandonment of the Welland River as a feeder, ’
and using the Grand River, instead at a point about five miles above
its outlet. Of course these changes led to further monetary embar-
rassements. In 1820 the Imperial Government granted the Company
a loan of £50,000 sterling. With this help the undertaking so pro-
gressed that in November 1820, two vessels, the ““R. B. Boughton"’
and the ““Anne und Jane'’ drawing 7} feet of water with 21§ foot beam
passed through from Lake Ontario to Lake Erie, . distance of 16§
miles of canal and 84 locks. In those days the route was thus a quarter
of a mile to the west of the mouth of the Welland, where the canal
commenced. The route was along through the Welland River for nine
and a half miles, then two locks were ascended to the “‘deep cut,”
where the canal proper was met with. The waters of the Grand
tiver, which was the feeder, were conveyed across the Welland by an
aqueduct. From thence to Lake Ontario the canal descended. Further
assistance was given by the Government in the shape of $200,000
debentures, but on conditions, one of which was to carry the canal
southward to Lake Erie on nearly the same lines as it is today. The
canal was narrow, and locks were 100 feet long by 22 feet wide, except
at the entrances, where the locks were larger. All locke were of wood
and constructed as economically as possible. In 1841 an appropriation
was granted towards enlarging and improving the works, and the
wooden locks were replaced by ones of stone, the aqueduct was also
rebuilt of stone. Shortly before the Government had taken over the
canal and placed it under the Board of Works, the locks inland were I
made 120 feet long by 24 feet wide, with 8} foot of water on the sills, !
while the locks at the entrance were 200 feet long by 54 feet wide, with i
i

9 feet of water on the ills.
The Annual Report of Railways and Canals for 1905 gives the

| length of the enlarged line of the Welland at 26§ miles, to the old 273
I miles, with 25 ordinary lift locks and one guard lock, the dimensions of b

the locks being 270 feet by 4 feet and a depth of water on the sills of




14 feet. The Welland Canal has two entrances, the old and the new
From Port Dalhousic

11§ miles in distance, there are
two distinet

anals in use, the old and the new From Allanburgl

to Port Colborne, a distance of 15 mil

S, l\]“‘r" 18 (l'll_'f one ('1:)5‘ Tt I.
the old one enlarged

There is at the present date a survey going on, with the idea of
finding out whether it is feasible to so enlarge the present Welland
ta §

Canal, or to construct another, so that boats from the Upper Lakes

could pass through to Prescott without unloading, that is, boats draw
ing 20 feet of water. At present boate are unable to pass through the
canal drawing more than 14 feet, though they can come into the
harbour drawing 19. Part of the cargo has to be discharged and sent

down by the Welland Railway, and reloaded at the lower end. At
present. the size of boats is limited to a length of 255 feet and beam
of 44 feet. If the
made sufficiently I
feet, 60 foot beam, and draw
The cost of the Welland Canal to date is over $26,000,000
Owing to lack of time in preparation, this paper has developed

constructed it would probably be

rge to take the Lake freighters, which are over 600

wbout 20 feet

into an engineering paper with a slight historical sketch, and would be
excessively dry if it were not on the waterways, and yet the Niagara
Peninsula is one of intense interest, not only on account of its many

historical and legendary topics, but also on account of ite many beau

tiful homes, for “'lo, it is a goodly heritage.”” Vineyards, with row
upon row of trellised vines, o’ershad : the purple grape; plains of
feathery tree tops, the softly green of peaches, fruits in gracious color
ings, curving country roads engl ed by black walnute rising in
majesty on either M:lu all shimmer in a soft summer haze. Kind
happy people, with grand old Colonial hor pass before our eyes
Niagara, true “‘old Virginia'' of ( ida, with its old homes, old fami

lies, descendants of a nobler day! The Grand River, grand in name

only, flows, pleasantly lish, beside mamshy banks or by wooded

g, a red brick town, there a

heights, revealing here, as we glide alon
lofty colonial mansion of greystone above the woodland slopes. Little
fairy islets dot the etream. The whole country about is undulating and

fertile, the garden of Ontario, so fitly called

““The veil of cloud was lifted and below
Glowed the rich valley, and the river's flow
Was darkened by the forest’s shade,

Or glistened in the white cascade;

Where upward, in the mellow blush of day
The noisy bittern wheeled his spiral way
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80
several years controversy was carried on regarding the somewhat un-
feasible undertaking. Henry Clay, one of the famous statesmen of his
time is quoted a ying, "1t is a work beyond the est settlement
in the United if not in the moon.’ lso Captain Ward of
Detroit, one of largest veesel owners on the Great es, wrote
The size proposed by t e 1 0 I

entirely too large for the locl The er 1, narrow, shallow and
rocky channels in the St. Mary River will forever deter the lergest
g of steamers from navigating these wate In spite of suecl
opi wnd n ol l tl Ame ( \ mj i
belong to either

1870, was the fir
s on the arrival of

Michigan auth

were brou
wnd the stores
ment Dock to the
e tr sports.  Col

lisplayed during the

undertaking I wish all the present moment in the

King's Army were composed

re dependent on a fore \ nes o not to

ess | r to our r 1 ¢ n &

il n 1 l By Or 1 Coun Y
1891, the dimens wer finally tled \ T
of har f chamber 60 feet lepth « wat
on sills 19 feet at lowest recorded water level I'hee 8 allowed
three ve to be in the | it one time Elec enerated by
water power is used for the operation of the lock, which can b

and opened in about nine minutes I'he Hon. Colling
Chief Engir

r of Dominion Canals, v

in charg work, and

from his report in 1804, we read that the work under progress had be

visited by eminent foreign and Canadian engineers, all of whom spoke
st terms, especially of the construction of the lock, which is
the finest of its kind on the continent, and a credit to its contractor

1 cost of work, including the river stretches for 20 feet

I'he estima

of navigation was §4,000,000. The total Government expenditure
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Canal locks are only 100 by 24 feet compared with 134 by 33 feet of
those of the Rideau. It is possible that the original intention, before
the whole scheme was abandoned, was to reach the St. Lawrence
below Montreal by that branch of the Ottawa, which passes behind
the Ieland of Montreal, in which case the St. Anne's Rapids would
be avoided

The Grenville locks were commenced before the Lachine, which
probably accounte for their great length. The first lock at St. Anne
was built after the union of the two provinces (1841) and completed

in 1843. It wae 190 by 45 feet in the cha

|

er, with 6 or 7 feet of

water. A new one 200 by 4 feet, with 9 feet of water, has been placed

alongside. These latter

adopted for the Ottawa

ind La Champlain rout that a vessel starting from Lake Or
taric to Montreal, afterwards to bly Rivet, ean entes
United States at Rouses Point without breaking bulk

I'he military canals, between Carillon and Grenville, were th
in number and overcume a fall in the Ottawa River of nearly 60 feet

Carillon was the lowest, then la chute a Blondeau, and thirdly the

Carillon Canal cut in the Some twenty years ago an enlarge

ment in the in dam at Carillon raised the river 9 feet, so that there
are now only two ¢ the Carillon three-quarters of a mile length
with locks, and ( 1 thr 1 miles long, wit!
1 ocks separated by a1 rable reach of river of 5} milee I'hese
s are now enlarged to the scale fixed for the Ottawe an!
(Champlain route
Measured La t lista to Kingston by the Ottawa
I Ridean r . )8 1 | 170 1
Lawr ( 1he number | ] 1 the tot ockage 500
feet (345 r and 164 fall 20 s 0
sing), by the St. Lawrence. Of the 111 miles
whine and Ottawa City, nearly 7 miles are ¢
mile betw Otta !
Are ( Car Grenville

ate works

The 126 miles of the Rideau route between Ottawa and Kings
contain about 16} miles of canals
\ight route of the St

Lawrence between Montreal and Lake Ontario is certainly an advant-

The lesser length of canals upon the

rge, but the distance which separate them makes the country on both
sides of the Rideau River quite independent from that other highway
The larger traffic follows, of course, the vessels of vast capacity, but

the inner trade could not diepense with the services of the smaller




canals. It must be 1 the Rideau is multi

olied by the means of es, and therefore admite
I A

it various |
of & more extensive navigation than any river of ite size, which cannot
be improved by works of art

Some care must be taken now in order not to diminish the volume

es of the Ride

of water coming from the mountains, where the so

and the Cataraqui Rivers are located. This can be done by protecti

the forests on those heights, «

rwise tl ipply will gradually be

come less and the consequences need not be explai
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The Chambly Canal.

the
Richelieu flows northerly into the St
fo

Peter

Taking its rise in waters

ty miles bel

its length is about 80 miles

obstacle

Lake Champlain, the River

Lawrence River at Sorel, some

w the city of Montreal, and at the head of Lake St

With the exception of a slight

at St. Ours, ten miles from its mouth, the river is naturally
navigable to Chambly, where it expands into a beautiful lake thirty
two miles south of St. Ours Betwe Chambly and St. John, for a

distance of twelve miles, a series of rapids, re enting a total fall of
74 feet oceur, and from St. John t e Lake, a distance of 25 miles
navigation is unimpeded

The River flows ng the co of sisquoi, Ibervill
Rouville, St. John, Chambly, Vercheres and Richelieu

It was wn as the River des Iroquois, because wher
the hat A lug up a t fury of the say mored for
blood 1 e, the Irc s tribes were wont to pe A » the
country of t M \ juins and Fr h by means
f th sters of Lake Champlain aud its outlet, t 1 lien. It was
known to t 'y h, at v 6 Lime s the St. John St. Louis
the Saurel River lled the R 1 after t Grey
Car ul

I'he river 1 t h the Hudson river, which
flows into th [ Ne Vor nea f Lake Champlain
Lake Georg 1 e cr 6 and j h unite these bodies of
vater O rive

I'he Engl ttien m we
carve out for themselves and for m rland
d wered t I vl themselves a r
from Vir » Maine he Dute ired New

the
hold the sen coast except \ca 1 Cape Dreton lsland, and
to a limited t N I, | hed il i
along th t. Lawrence and it rib I

After the { 1l er 1 the English to supplant the
Dutch in New and en wars in Europe and local
jealousies and erica begot hostilities between the

and when it entered the mind of on»

French and th
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From these forts, de Courcelles and Le Moyne started on their
cxpedition against the Mohawks in 1666 and 1040, and from them poor
Father Bressani went forward to be tortured by the savages and to
be rescued by the Lutheran Dutch

Schuyler in 1690 and again in 1691, swept the surrounding
country with fire and sword; Nicholson pushed back the weaker num-
bers of de Ramesay in 1709 from the fort de Chambly, and Haviland
came down the Richelieu the year following the taking of Quebec,
captured the forts, and hastened forward to the surrender at Montreal
of all that remained of French dominion in Canada.

Here again came Montgomery to take fort de Chambly in 1775 on
his way to Montreal, and to his early death before the walls of Quebec.

It was during a raid by the Iroquois, in 1692, that Madeleine de
Vercheres, a girl of 14 years, took charge of the fort of that name
which was built on the seigniory adjoining that of de Chambly, her
father being absent. Her garrison consisted of two terrified soldiers,
one man servant, one refugee settler, an old man of 80 years, and
two small boys, her brothers. She gave the command, placed each
at his post and misled the savages by a show of imaginary force, and
watching day and night, held them at bay until relieved the following
week by troops from Montreal.

A similar instance of bravery occurred during the patriotic uprie-
ing in 18387, when the feeble and old Monsieur de Bartzeh and his
duughter Caroline, defied the rebel horde alone and unaided until their
rescue came.  Her son, Mr. F. de Bartzch Monk, is today one of the
distinguished leaders of His Majesty's loyal opposition in our House
of Commons.

It was in the neighborhood of the Richelien that the rebellion of
1837 was hatched, and developed its greatest fury, at St. Denis and
St. Charles, and it was from the fort of Chambly and of 8t. John that
the loyal troops went forth to crush the ill-formed array of misguided
and deserted farmens,

The war of 1812 had demonstrated the necessity of improving the
navigation of the Richelieu, and the paths which led on flood and
field to gory victory, were also found to be the ways of progress and
commerce Sorel is distant 400 miles from the harbor of New York
as the crow flies. 1t is also 400 miles from the mouth of the St. Law-
rence. The route along the Richelieu, and up Lake Champlain and
down the Hudson River, is almost a straight line. The Champlain
canal unites the two latter bodies of water, and the only impediment
along the way consiste of a shoal at St. Ours and the rapids of
Chambly.

£ I s B T b
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In 1818, a company was formed and obtained from Parliament a
charter empowering it to construct a canal to avoid the Chambly
Rapids, and to otherwise improve the navigation of the Richelieu river.

The Company caused surveys to be made, and published a report
on the best plan to be adopted in the construction of the canal.

Nothing further was done until the year 1823, when a sum of
money was appropriated by the Legislature for the construction of the
canal, and provision was made for the appointment of commissioners
to undertake the work after the completion of the Lachins eanal.

The services of Peter Fleming, C.E., were secured to prepa
plans and estimates of the work. Mr. Fleming reported that & sum
of $216,608.00 would be required to complete the task. Sir James
Kempt, who was then Administrator of the Province, wrote the Com-
missioners that the estimate was too low, and that he had referred
the matter to an officer of the Royal Engineers.

The latter reported that the work would cost the sum of $386,980
Mr. Fleming persi:ted in his estimates, and the Commissionens
obtained a confirmation of his views from Messicurs Hanlon and
Hopkins, and presented a report to Parliament in December, 1880,
in which they expressed the opinion that three civil engineers who had
gone over the works were better able to judge of the probable cost
than the most distinguished Royal Engineer who had never seen that
section of the country.

Parliament approved of the report and voted the supplies request-
ed, but the veto of Sir James Kempt annulled the proceeding.

After the Union of the Canadas, Lord Sydenham, the Governor,
deeming that the material development of the country required active
encouragement, recomwmended that Parliament should at once apply
the proceeds of a loan which had been guaranteed by the Imperial
Parliament, to the immediate construction of the Chambly Canal, and
of other works. This was in 1841, and work was energetically begun
after the appropriation uad been made by the Legislature, and two
years later, the Chambly Canal was completed

The work had however been done in a most unsatisfactory manner,
and it had to be renewed in 1858

The system was further enlarged in 1875 and 1881.

The construction consists of a single lock at St. Ours, 82 miles
below Chambly and of the Canal proper,

The Canal is built on the west side of the River, and extends from
the town of St. John to the beginning of the lakes referred to in the
account of Champlain’s visit to the spot in 1609.
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The locks are 9 in number, and their dimensions are as follows :-
Guard Lock at St. John, No. 1, 122 feet; Lift Lock No. 2, 124 feet;
Lift Loc 3, 4, 5, and 6, 118 feet; Lift Locks Nos. 7, 8, and 9,
combined 125 fect. The total rise or lockage is 74 feet. The depth of
the water on the sills, 7 feet. The canal is 36 feet wide at the bottom,
and 32 feet wide at the water's surface

The total expenditure in connection with the canal, prior to Con-
federation was $634,711.76,

and up to June 1889, there had been
76,061.97

expended a further sum of $2
Since then bridges have been built over and a viaduet under the
Canal, and a macadamized road and improved tow-paths have added
to ite appearance and usefulness
The power generated by the descent of water at Chambly ‘e
carried into Montreal for the purpose of giving

ht, heat, and power
to the city of Maisonneuve.

The waterways of Canada and of the United States are attracting
greater attention every day, and an International Commission to study
the subject was appointed and met in 1806. 1t published a report in
the ye
the rou

r following, in which it drew

attention to the advantages of
by way of Lake Champlain and the River Richelieu. It

would give the greatest extent of wide and deep water, the least
while t
permitted of extension to Montreal and thence to Europe on the short-

mileage of artificial channel, and the minimum of lock

est possible line

These considerations induced the Canadian Commissioners to
recommend the route, and they further stated that Canada’s interest
in such waterway was only second to that of the United States, and
that a joint arrangement would give an opportunity of doing what
Canadian ¢

nals failed to do, namely, of obtaining a maximum amount
of the western trade for the St. Lawrence, and, in addition, it would
give a more direct navigation upon the largest scale, between Montreal
and Lake Champlain, with the New England frontier, with the Hud-
son River and New York, as also the most economical connection
possible with Chicago and Duluth and the Canadian port of Fort
William on Lake Superior.

Should the views of the Commiesioners prevail in the near future,
we may live to see the path which led the savage on Lis way to the
massacres of Lachine and of Deerfield, become the highway of com-
merce for all the lands along the St. Lawrence and the Great Lakes,
including hose which are watered by the Ohio and the Ottawa

MARY GERENISH H. FORAN
Friday, 11th December, 1908.
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