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REPORT.

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of Canada, in
Parliament assembled;

The undersigned, Law Clerk of Your Honorable House, bas the Honor to make
the following REPORT:

In obedience to the order of Your Honorable House, made on Mr. Gamble's
motion of the 8th of November, 1854:-" That the Law Clerk of this House,
"with such assistance as he may deem necessary, and which assistance he is
"hereby authorized to procure, do prepare an Index of the Statutes now in force
"in this Province, as full and complete, and upon the same plan, as that of the
"revised Statutes of Canada West; which Index shall be made and finished in
"time to be printed with the Statutes that may be passed during the present

Session, and shal be printed and bound up with them ;" I lost no time in
endeavoring to engage sufficient assistance in the preparation of the sàid Index
and the revision of the Statutes, which formed an essential preliminary to it. In
Upper Canada, I was fortunate enough to secure the services of Mr. W. C. Keele,
who commenced the vork immediately; but in Lower Canada I had more
difficulty, and failed to flnd any one who was able and willing to perform the
-work in the time within which it was necessary that it should be done, if it was
to be revised and printed at any period before the commencement of the present
Session.

I soon found, also, that even if all that I could depute to another were done
for both sections of the Province by the tine the Statutes of the now last Session
were printed, it would still be impossible for me properly to revise, correct and
print' the work before the tirne when the next (now present) Session would
probably commence. As the Index was ordered on motion of an Upper Canada
Member, and the necessity for it appeared to be most strongly felt in Upper
Canada, I detérmined to press on with the portion of the work rèlating to that
division of that Province,-including the Statutescommon to all Canada, and to
leave the Lower Canada portion until after tbe present Session, when it will, of
course, embrace the Statutes of this Session and their effect upon former Statutes;
and as I have now secured an efficient and zillinr assistant in Mr. E. J. Hem-
ming, Advocate, of Montreal, and as the part o? the work common to both
divisions of the Province will require oniy such correction as. the Acts of this
Session nay render necessary, I hope to publish the Index for Lower Canada
considerably earlier after the Session than I was able to publish that for Upper
Canada. Inded it s necessary that it should be ready as early as possible, since
the Lower Cana.. ..,,-x must be translated and printed in French as well as in
English, and this -essity formed another obstacle to my publishing both parts
of the Index at the same time. It may be fairly expected that Lower Canada
will profit by the experience I have had.

A copy of the printed work accompanies Ibis Report, and ii the prefatory
notice prefixed to it, and to which I beg leave to refer, I have stated various
details which it is unnecessaryto repeat here; there are, however, a few points
on which some farther observations may be appropriate.



In printing the work I adopted the Octavo form, now used for the Statutes,
but chose ratlier a smaller type, for the sake of getting more upon a page, and yet
leaving an ample margin, which I hold to be absolutely necessary in a work of
this kind, in which every Session must of course, make changes which persons
using the Index may desire to note, from tinte time, more or less fully, under the
proper heads. I thought it unnecessary to refer to the Acts cited, as being
respectively Acts of Upper Canada or of Canada, because their dates sufficiently
distinguish them: those prior to the 4 & 5 Vict. must be Acts of Upper Canada,
and all the others, Acts of Canada.

Where i tcould be done withoutrisking a confusion of figures, after the year
of the Reign, the year of our Lord is added, there being many persons to -whom
the latter conveys a clearer impression than the former. I found that to add the
page would only create confusion ; when -the chapter, Reign or year, or the A. D.
are known, there will be no difficulty in finding the Act in any edition.

I strongly recommend the printing and general distribution of the Tables
relative to the Statutes now or heretofore in force in Upper Canada, of which Mr.
Keele is now making the fair copy, intending that they shall be ready for final
revision, correction and publication as soon as possible after the close of the
Session.

I at first entertained hopes of completing them, so as to make them part
of the volume containing the Index; and when I found this was not possible, I
thought it night be worth while to prepare so much of them as related to Acts in
force, and I had a few copies printed of the part relating to Acts passed since the
Union, one of which copies I annex to this Report.

But, upon further consideration, it appeared to me that the portion relative to
the Acts not in force was of still greater importance, as shewing how and when
they had ceased to be so, and I therefore determined to bave the Tables so prepared
as to include all the Acts in force or not in force, and so as to shew,.with regard Io
each,-the Reign, year, and chapter,--whether originally permanent or tem-
porary,-if tenporary, whether continued and to what time, and by what Act or
Acts, and, consequently, whether still in force or not,-and in all cases, whether
any and what parts have been directly repealed or amended, and by what Act or
Acts,-adding, also, as to each Act in force,. references to any provisions of
subsequent Statutes which might appear to have indirectly repealed, superseded,
or modified any of its provisions. In fact making the Tables a brief history of all
the Acts, and a brief statement of the effect of the later upon the earlier Statutes;
and affording directly the information omitted or given only indirectly in the
Index.

I append to this Report a copy of similar Tables which were prepared and
published by the Commissioners for revising the Statutes of Lower Canada, before
publishing the revised edition of those Statutes, of which, iideed,the tables formed
the basis. The classification will be unnecessary in the Tablés I peopose, inas-
much as it has been made in the Index already published. Tables of the same
nature have been prepared and in part published, by the English Commissioners
for revising the Statute Law, as the first step in their work. They have adopted
a more strictly Tabular form, in columns, but this seems ill-adapted to our own
Octavo page and a fair-sized type, and even with a Quarto page and Ismall type,
much room would be lost, unless the information was of the most rmeagre kind.
The form of printing is, however, still perfectly open to any suggestion for its
improvement, and a better form than either of the two submitted may, perhaps, be
devised when the work comes to be printed.

When Mr. Gamble made his motion, I was afraid tiat it would not be possi-
ble to complete and publish the index, with sufficient accuracy, within the utmost
time alowable ; but it has now been done, and if his original intention of renew-
ing the index from time to time should be carried out, every re-publication wil¯



not only be easier to effect, but will be more accurate and- better-in all respects
than its predecessor. I could. and did-verify every reference so as to become
responsible for the correctness of each, but it was not. possible to be always sure
that under each title every-reference had been; made which ought to be.so, without
an amount of labor-which the time allowed did not permit, and thus it sometimes
happened (as I have stated in my prefatory notice) that something which oughit
to have appeared under a. title earlier in the alphabet, was entered under a later
title either: of the same import or- nearly related to it.. In a future edition, the
same difficulty would: not exist. One fact at least appears clear,--that Mr.
Garmble's plan is the only one by which a Revision of the statues can be made
and the result laid before the public, between session and session. Both inUpper
and. Lower Canada, a large portion of the Revised Statutes had, ceased to be in
force before theywere published.

A very small: number of the old revised statutes of either. portion of the
Province now. remain in force; about two hundred pages of the present form
would hold all that remains of the public general statutes of either Upper or Lower
Canada in force at the time of the Union. The whole of the public general
statutes in force in either exclusively, would take about 1050 pages, the quantity
of matter being- about equal for Lower and for Upper Canada;' while about 950
pages would hold the laws in force throughout the vhole Province of Canada.
I was.much pleased to find the last class so large, and hope to see it further en-
larged by embracing in it some or all of the subjects of Commercial Law.

As the Order of the House directed. that the work should be distributed with
the statutes, I felt justified in authorising its distribution in the same form and
manner, and in the same number as the statutes are distributed in Upper Canada,
with a proper proportion for Members of the Legislature, and Public Officers and
Departments in Lower Canada. The number requisite,.1 was informed by the
Queen's Printer, would be 6,500, and I was also informed by him that the cost of
the statutes was £2 10s., per page for 8,000 copies. At this rate, the cost of 6,500
copies of the index (say 435 pages) would be about £900. This, I believe, in-
cludes composition,.press-work, and paper,--but not the binding, which would,
of course, cost about the same as for the statutes. I trust that the utility of the
work will.more than justify the expense incurred.

With. respect to the remuneration to be made to Mr. Keele for his services, I
had no power to name any definite rate or amount, and he was perfectly willing
to leave the matter in the hands of the House. I could only assure him that he
would be fairly dealt with. I now earnestly request that his emuneration may
be liberal. I annex to this Report a letter from him upon the subject, evéry word
of which I believe to be true, and for much of which I can vouch, and I again
beartwilling testimony to the ability and unwearying zeal and industry with
which he performed the task assigned him, and rendered me the most efficient as-
sistance in every way.

I annex an account of the moneys received from the Clerk, and the expenditure
incurred. by me.

Mr. Harrison : have paid in full with the funds I drew for the purpose from
the Clerk. I was only sorry that his official duties prevented him from giving me
further aid, and that circumstances prevented my availing myself to a greater
extent of what he did for me.

As regards myself I am the servant of the House ; but as Ibelieve it is intend-
ed that I shall in some shape receive remueration for the work, I will briefly state
the facts bearing upon the question. Fron the beginning of 1855 to the middle
of August (say 7½ months) I was fully occupied by my official duties, and I
think that in that period, working as I did at least ten hours a-day, I may be said
to <have done a fair ye.ar's work. • From that time to the end of Januaxy, 1856>
with the exception of about three week's lost by the removal of the seat of
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Government, I vas incessantly engaged in revising, improving, and printing the
index, working sessional hours and with sessional diligence, without which the
work could not have been ready before Parliament met. Even as it was it could
scarcely have been so, had I not during the recess of 1854, gone carefully over
the statutes for the purpose of making the smaller index which I published in
the autumn of that year, and which served as a basis for the present work. The
labor connected with the very important task assigned to me, was all the more
wearing from the short period into which it was necessarily crowded, and from its
reaching from the end of the work of one session to the beginning of that of another,
except the time actually occupied in removing to Toronto, which was assuredly no
holiday.

With these remarks I most willingly leave both Mr. Keele's claim and rny
own in the hands of the House. The Government bas lately appointed Com-
missioners to continue and complete the revision, classification and consolidation
of the statutes, and will probably have obtained some information and adopt some
conclusion which vill facilitate the House in determining the compensation to
which ve are entitled.

The whole, nevertheless, humbly submitted,
G. W. WICKSTEED.

Law Clerk's Office, Legislative Assembly,
17th March, 1856.

ACCOUNT.
Surms received by the undersigned on account of the Index, under the order of the

Legislative Assernbly of the Sih Nov., 1854.
2[st September, 1855.-Fron the Clerk...................£

Sums expended for the same:
12th October.-To R. A. Harrison, Esq:, in full..... £ 50
26th October.-To W. C. Keele's draft on account...............£100
To expenses of journey from Quebec to Toronto and back in

August ... ........... ................................ . ... £ 10

£160

MR. KEELE's LETTER REFERRED TO IN THE FOREGOING REPORT.

TORONTO, 12th February, 1856.
G. W. Wicksteed, Esq.

DEAR SiRa,
In case reference should be made to you with respect to my remuneration

as your assistant in the preparation of the Index to the Statutes in force, I beg
leave shortly to recapitulate the nature and extent of my services.

They consist of the following heads:
1. A careful examination of all the public general Acts in order, by such

exarnination, to satisfy myself preparatory to the Index, of the accuracy of your
own manuscript notes and printed Index which you sent me, and which, by such
examinalion, I verified and found correct, noting on each Statute every repealed or
unrepealed clause or section.

2. Preparing the manuscripts of the Index to all the public general Acts
remaining in force.

3. Preparing a table of al] the Statutes, (public, private, and local,) in their
chronlogical order, showing the sections of the public Acts répealed, according to
the plan which you suggested.

4. Examining at your request the printed sheets of your portion of the work
in order, by double revision, to insure accuracy.



5. In addition to the above I assisted in revising the proof sheets, as they came
from the press, and attended numerous conferences with you ia the discussion and
consideration of every questionable item.

I have been constantly engaged in these duties from the time I undertook the
office in November, 1854, up to the publication of the work in January, 1856, a
period of 14 months. In the early stage of the work I was compelled to work
double time in order to meet the views of the House, otherwise I could not have
placed the manuscript in your hands at so early a period as I did. While the manu-
script was in progress I seldom left my work before 12 at night, and I think 1 may
fairly compute my extra time at 4 months, making in all a period of 18 months
of fair business hours, I have been engaged on this truly important work.

I am still engaged in transcribing and completing the table of the Statutes
(No. 3,) whichi I hope shortly to have ready and haud to you.

- I have had much pleasure in assisting you in the arduous duty assigned to
yon by the Legislature, and have the gratification of being assured by you that 1
have done so to your entiresatisfacction.

It would be presumptuous in me to fix any value upon my services. I prefer
leaving this entirely to the judgment and liberality of the Contingent Committee of
the Legislature.

I beg leave to subscribe myself,
Dear Sir,

Your faithful and obedient servant,

W. C. KEELE.
DOcUMENTs AccoMPAnYING TE FoREGoING REPORT.

1. Printed Copy of the Index.
2. do. do. of a portion of the Tables.
3. do. do. of the Tables to the Statutes of Lower Canada.


