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I iI INTRODUCTORY.
This is the third issue of a book thabhis intended as an Annual. It remains however 

much more than was given to the publie in former editions. An earnest effort has been 
made to collect themost important facts of the vear on the subject'of Temperance to bring 
,lu} information down to the latest possible date, and in general to provide a manual that 
mil be welcome and indispensable to the friends of Temperance in Canada. The difficulties 
have been considerable, and the Committee cannot daim that they have all been overcome. 
The success of such a publication is dependent upon the prompt and efficient co-operation of a 
large number of persons, s,ottered through the entire country, and it has not yet been 

fV possible to enlist them all as thoroughly as might be desired. Sincete thanks are hereby 
returned to the many friends who have given their help, and it is the hope of the Committee 
that ,the Alliance Year Book may become a permanent institution, so useful and so warmly 
recognized that no needed hand will be withheld from the work of making it perfect.
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING

THE DOMINION ALLIANCE
Held in Ottawa, January j/st and February ist, 1884.

The Council of the Dominion Alliance met, pursuant to the call of the 
Executive, in the City Hall, Ottawa, Jan. 31st, 1884, at 10 a.m Senator 
Vidal, President, called the meeting to order, and appointed a Business 
Committee, consisting of Revs. J. Wood, D. L. Brethour, Jas. Kines, Geo. 
Jamieson and M S. A. Abbott. Qjï the Committee retiring, the President 
addressed the Council, specially referring to the great loss sustained by 
the Temperance cause in the lamented death of the Rev. Thos. Gales, 
and also to the general state of the work.

Desire having been expressed by several members of the Council that 
the session should be opened with prayer, on motion of Prof. Foster, M.P., 
seconded by Mr. Dougall, it was Resolved—That a Committee be appointed 
to prepare and report a form of prayer for the use of the Council, such form 
of prayer to be read by the President of the Council at its meetings.

The Rev. W. Scott then led the Council in prayer. y 
The Business Committee reported the following Standing Committees, 

which were severally put and appointed, and the report adopted as a whole, 
each Committee to have power to add to its number :

committees.

?
t

,

a„ 81,1 “d

Nominations—Messrs. S. A. Abbott, A, Longley, Prof. Footer, M. P., I. R. 
Dougall, Rev. James Kines and Mr. W. W. Buchanan. " ’

Credential!—Rev. D. W. Lucas, and Meaira. W. H. Allison, M. P„ G.XL king, 
M. P., ], K. Stewart, Geo. May and N. Shakespeare, M.P,

Resolutions—Rev. W. Scott, and Messrs. A. Gilmor, M#., N. Shakespeare, M.P., 
S. A. Fisher, M. P. and F. S. Spence.

Finance—Messrs. Geo. May, A. C. McDonald, M. P„ Senator McLellan, Senator 
Perrier and Mr. Allison, M.P.
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M. Auger, M^Dr Mroréf 14 BhTkes^are M 'p Bp‘s°“sd J Wo?d aild Messrs. 
Gregault, M. P„ and W. W. Buchanan ’ S' Spence' A' L°"gley. M.
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Letters were read front the Horn G. W. Ross, Minister of Educati 
for Ontano, from the G. W. P. of the Sons of Temperance, Mr. W H -
f id W Hh IVV.DrkClark’ °f Toronto- 0n motion, the letter of the 
Grand Worthy Pair,arch, S. °, T„ was referred to the Committee
State of the Work, and that of Mr. Howland to the Committee 
lation.

on the 
on Legis-

the following report, 
Kines, seconded by Rev. Mr. Jamieson, 
Legislation and The State of the Work.’
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Mr. S. A. Abbott, the Acting Secretary, then read 
which, on motion of Rev. Mr. 
referred to the Committees on
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ANNUAL REPORT.

It is proper, perhaps at the outset

[hllth rn KnCe,SmCeltS 0rganizat,on in l876, died in Montreal on 
the 24th Of October last. A few days before his death, and while dissolu
tion was,mm,nent, he requested me to make the necessary arrangements 
for the present Council Meeting. It was impossible for me to refuse, and I 
consented with extreme reluctance, temporarily to accept the post, my ac
ceptance having been sanctioned by the President of the Alliance and the 
Chairman of the Executive. The 
Alliance and the temperance 
the death of Mr. Gales, will be 
this course of the meeting.

LEGISLATION.

The chief legislative event of the year is the passage of the “ Liquor 
License Act, 1883, - which will only come into full operation May next 
Except m Nova Scotia, where it superseded in some respects, more effective 
provincial legislation, the Act was generally received with much satisfaction 
by the temperance public, as marking a very distinctive advance in restric- 
tiyejegislatton, but the high hopes conceived of its value have been lessened 
m some minds by doubts cast upon its constitutionality.

provj
Halt
sonal
evide
coun
edxN
tern/

s«
great misfortune which has befallen the 

generally throughout the Dominion, in 
fittingly set forth by resolution during

the 6 
Storncause

more
T

since 
and i 
town 
town 
Frenc 
of the 
there 
tempt 
largeÈ A

1
> m Üi



i iSMEETING OF THE COUNCIL 5 1nt PUBLIC OPINION.

But among the masses of the people there has never been a mgre pros
perous year for the temperanc# cause. Educating agencies are multiplying 

every hand. The popular knowledge concerning the nature of alcohol— 
which is the most sure and durable basis of temperance legislation—has 
been steadily increasing, and the Dominion of Canada is getting its full 
share of the remarkable temperance wave which is sweeping over GreaL^ 
Britain and America. ^
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Concerning the progress in the several provinces, I can only give such 
items as I have been able to gather. The reports of the provincial branches 
to be published in the next Year Book, will give more complete details.

ONTARIO.

Hajton is still the only county that has adopted the Scott Act. Though 
the Act^ias not entirely prohibited liquor selling, it has greatly diminished 
it in towns and villages, and nearly extirpated it from rural districts. Four
teen clergymen in Halton have given the following testimony

“ Whereas a controversy has been going on in the public press of the 
province, as to the benefit of the Canada Temperance Act in the County of 
Halton, wre hereby give it as our unqualified judgment, derived ft&m per
sonal observation, that it has largely decreased the sale of strong drinks, as 
evidenced by the sobriety of the people at all the public gatherings in the 
county. We are also further convince^that drunkenness has vastly decreàs- 
edx>wing principally to the almost entire suppression of the 4 treating sys
tem,’ all statements to the contrary notwithstanding.”

Steps preliminary to the submission of the ScOtt Act are being taken in 
the counties of Oxford, Norfolk, Essex, Carlton, Kent, Lambton, Dundas, 
Stormont and Glengarry.
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QUEBEC.

The Dunkin Act is in force in the counties of Brome and Richmond 
since 1877. In Brome it is regarded by the ppblic as useful, but imperfect, 
and as having greatly diminished the sale of liquor. In Richmond, the 
town of that name, when incorporated, rejected the Act, but outside the 
town the results are returned

■ i
it>r

t. as remarkably favorible. In many of the 
French parishes of the province prohibition prevails by the simple method 
of the municipal councils refusing licenses. Among the French population 
there is now visible a distinct stirring of public opinion in respect to the 
temperance question. In the cities of Montreal and Quebec there are 
large vigilance associations composed of influential French citizens, under

e
n
>
i

v

■
■ * . «



Xfa
ï 1r t k

6 DOMINION ALLIANCE.

the patronage of the bishops of the dioceses, and whose object is the vigor
ous enforcement of the license law. Many of the French papers, too, pub
lish editorials and contributed articles discouraging the drinking 
and deploring the evils of the liquor traffic.

The Provincial branch held its annual meeting in Montreal last week. 
The following resolution was adopted :

That the Quebec '•branch request the Dominion , Alliance to use its 
influence to obtain amendments to sections 32 and 47 of the License Act 
of 1883, so that a majority of the Voters shall be substituted in lieu of'two- 
thirds and three-fifths respectively.”

The annual provincial pic-nic was held at Cowansville on A'ugustjist. 
Sir. A. T. Galt presided, and, along with two members of the House of 
Commons and one member of the Quebec Government, spoke strongly for 
prohibition.
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leafNOVA SCOTIA.

The Provincial branch met on the 31st October. The Secretary, Mr. 
Patrick Monaghan, stated in his report that the temperance work was being, 
vigorously prosecuted. The orders of the Sons of Temperance' and Good 
Templars have been extending and added largely to their1 membership,

• The Sons of Temperance have made unparalleled progress during the jrear. 

( Since Nov. 1st, 1883, to January 14th, 1884, 84 new divisions have been
organized, and 26 resuscitated, a total of.no. *"W ;

! , During the session of the Local Legislature a bill was introduced with
the object Of making the. Provincial License Law less stringent in its opera- 

I tion, but it was lost by a large majority, only fonr or five members voting
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£->In October last the Scotp'\ct was adopted by a large majority in thé 
county of Cumberland, making the eleventh county where the Act prevails, 
while Yarmouth is preparing to take the vote. Reports from the Scott Act 
counties show that in some of them it works satisfactorily. In others there 
is much difficulty in enforcing it, owing to the number and delay pf appeals 
on mere technicalities, and the indisposition of the officers to do their 
duty. Under the Apt a certain time is required to elapse after the expira
tion of the licenses in a county adopting the Act before it can come into 
force ; but in several counties which adopted the Act no licenses werenm- 
ning wheh the proplamation wm issued ; hence the lawyers claim that thh 
date of the expiry of tjhe licenses has never been reàched, and therefore thill 
the Act cannot come into force. In order to meet the difficulties that hare
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arisen in the operation of the Act, Mr.' Monaghan recommends that it be 
amended, first, so as to lessen the facilities for appeaV from convictions ; 
second, that in counties wher# no licenses are running the Act shall come 
into force thirty days after the proclamation of the Governor in Council.

NEW BRUNSWICK. ' :

In September last a vigorous movement for the organization of the 
province was begun by Prof. Foster, M.P., and Rev. John McLeod, Presi
dent of the Provincial Branch. Auxiliary Alliances were organized in the 
poUBties of Queen's, We|tmoreland, Charlotte, St. John, Albert,-York and 
'Qjjtton. The constitution adopted by these county organizations commits 
mèm to three plans of practical work: first, to hold-lit least one mass- - ÆÊ 
meeting half yearly in the chief places of the county; second, to scatter 
widely temperance literature y and third, to see to the enforcement of the 
Canada Temperance Act;' Each county alliance pledges itself to give at 
least $50 a year toward the general fund of the Provincial Branch, to be' 
used in lecture work and the distribution of temperapce literature. The 
Provincial Branch is composed only of delegates from the county alliances, 
from which it derives its financial support.

The Canada Temperance Act is m force in nine counties and one city 
It is thoroughly endorsed by the people, and many of -the legal difficulties 
which at first obstructed its operation, have been cleared away. 1 So far it 
has been a fair success, and still better results are expected .from it by the 
additional powers conferred by the new Liquor License Act, 1883. In 
Charlotte county an agitation was started to repeal the Scott Act, but 
the Alliance promised so vigorous resistance that the attempt appears- to 
have been abandoned.
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£> • t • > PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND. rii

In this Province also there has been great activity in the extension of 
the Order of Good Templars. In Prince County an attempt is being made J
to repeal the Scott Act, and the vote, will be token in a few days, the 1
operation of the Act is_ said to be much hampered by delays 60m appeals 
on technicalities. The Provincial Alliance, however, has been very vigor- j
ous in prosecuting infractions, and on January iSth inst., there were forty 5
of fifty cases down for trial. jf
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Srinto MANITOBA.

The Scott Act is in force in the Counties of Marquette and Lisgar. 
From Marquette a test case is before the Dominion Supreme Court, anyl 
from Lisgar another case is before the Queen’s Bench of the Province; and
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8 DOMINION ALLIANCE.

owing to uncertainty as to the result, the Act is not well enforced at the 
present time. In the newly-added territory of the Province, the Northwest 
Act was supposed to be in force, and responsible persons testify that it is 
practically a dead letter, in so far as it was intended to prohibit the liquor 
traffic. Direct obstacles are put in the way of its enforcement in this 
respect by the Local Government and Courts. The Executive of the 
Provincial branch hold regular monthly meetings in the City of Winnipeg, 
and have important work in hand in prosecuting the appeals against the 
bcntt Act m Marquette and Lisgar.
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TEMPERANCE TEACHING IN SCHOOLS.

This matter is attracting greatly increased attention in all the Provinces. 
The Legislatures of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick have both provided 
for temperance teaching in the public schools.

In Quebec, the Argenteuil County Alliance memorialized the Provin
cial Teachers’ Association in favor of the use of temperance text books in 
schools. Two philanthropic gentlemen in Montreal, Messrs. Henry Mor 
ton and W. J. Patterson, have, at an expense of $500, placed a copy of Dr. 
Richardson’s Temperance Lesson Book in the hands of every Protestant 
public school teacher in the Province, and also in every private school in 
Montreal.

In Ontario, the Women’s Christian Temperance Union submitted to 
thirteen Teachers’ Institutes a memorial in favor of scientific instruction on 
temperance in schools. From the replies received by the Union from 
several of these Institutes, it appears that in many parts of the Province 
temperance instruction is already given in schools. In Essex the Inspector 
made it one of the subjects the pupils have to pass for promotion.

THE WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN TEMPERANCE

This organization is extending in all the Provinces of the Dominion, 
and promises to become second to no other in the work of delivering thé 
country from the liquor traffic. The Ontario Provincial Union met in 
October, and reported returns from twenty-five local unions, with a mem
bership of over seven hundred. The Union has done excellent service in 
promoting temperance teaching in schools, circulating literature, imki-g 
use of the press, and promoting the use of unfermented wine by the 
churches. In Quebec there are from fifteen to twenty local unions, which 
have been organized into a Provincial Union. In Montreal the local union
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MEETING OF THE COUNCIL. 9
the numbers four hundred Christian women. Provincial Unions have also 

been organized in New Brunswick and British Columbia.vest
it is <w

THE VOICE OF THE CHURCHES.

The United Methodist Church, at its first general conference, held in 
Belleville, adopted a report recommending the introduction of temperance 
text books into schools, urging the Methodist people throughout the Do
minion to adopt the Scott Act, and entreating the official boards to use for 
sacrimental purposes only the pure juice of the grape. It also recommended 
the Methodist people to vote only for candidates pledged to prohibition, 
and closed with these words :

“We strongly recommend to all to vote as they pray; then they can 
pray as they vote. It is a contradiction that should at once and forever 
end, that a Christian man will pray in one way that God will remove the 
liquor traffic from our midst, and the next hour vote to perpetuate it.”

The Ninth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church adopted 
lutions earnestly recommending to office bearers and members of the Church, 
the practice of total abstinence ; approving the principle of the Canada 
Temperance Act, 1878, as an important means of limiting the liquor traffic 
and educating the people for entire prohibition.

The Provincial Synod of the Church of England, at its meeting in Mon - 
treal, in August last, in reply to a memorial from the Church of England 
Temperance Society of the Diocese of Toronto, passed a resolution recom
mending the formation of parochial and diocesan societies throughout the 
ecclesiastical province, on the basis of the Church of England Temperance 
Societies of the mother land.

At the request of the Toronto Society above mentioned, the Bishop of 
that diocese has set apart Sunday, March 2nd, as Temperance Sunday 
within the Diocese.

The Ottawa Association of the Baptist Church, at its meeting in June, 
reaffirmed their interest as a Christian body in the cause of temperance, and 
in the suppression of the liquor traffic. The Canada Baptist Missionary 
Convention East, heartily recommended total abstinence to all members and 
adherents, and urged their cordial support to all legitimate organizations for 
the suppression of intemperance.

The Congregational Union of Ontario and Quebec, at its meeting in 
June, urged all the churches to throw their strongest, influence in favor of 
prohibition, recommended the use of temperance text books in schools, and
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10 DOMINION ALLIANCE.

that all the churches use only the unfermented juice of the grape in the ob
servance of the Lord’s Supper.

On the whole the restrospect of the year is one of almost unprecedented 
encouragement. We have no great legislative nor electoral victories to 
chronicle, but we are able to signalize something far more important— 
deep and rapidly growing conviction among the most influential classes of 
society, that the use pf alcoholic liquors as a beverage in any degree, is a 
physiological error and * consequently morally wrong ; and that the licensed 
sale of those liquors by the Government is a national crime against 
citizens and a national sin against God.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
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£S. A. Abbott,
Corresponding Secretary, pro tem. hous
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The Council then adjourned to meet at 2 p.m.
THURSDAY, 2 P.M.

The Business Committee presented a docket ol* business for the after
noon. The minutes,(Were read and approved. Item No. 4 was taken up 
first, and on motion the Council went into Committee of the Whole 
revision of the Constitution, Rev. W. Scott in the chair. Several articles 

amended, in accordance with suggestions of the late Rev. T. Gales,

1
referon

were repo
after which the Committee rose, reported progress, and asked that the 
remainder of the Constitution be referred to a Special Committee of seVen,
which the Chairman appointed as follows : Messrs. Dougall, Lucas, MçLaren, 
McGill, J, K. Stewart, Abbott and Rev. W. Scott. Ribb

tSIn the absence of Senator Vidal, Mr. Dougall then called to t(ie
;

Nortl 
popu 
the r

the!

The Committee on the State of the Work reported. Several clauses 
were adopted or amended, when the clause referring to the Province of 
Qi^ebec was referred back to the Committee for completion.

Prof. Foster addressed the Council on the “ Extension of the Work.’* 
The subject was afterwards discussed by Rev. D. V. Lucas, Mr. May, Rev. 
W. Scott, Rev. D. L. Brethour and others. Prof. Foster moved, and 
it was
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Resolved—That the Executive of this Dominioti Alliance, in conjunction with the 
Provincial Alliance, be requested to prepare and hold, during the present year, a 
grand demonstration in two cities each in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Quebec and 
Ontario, in Charlottetown, P. Ë. !.. Winnipeg, Man., and Victoria, B. C.

On motion of Prof. Foster, seconded by Mr. Dougall, it was also
Resolved—Thai the Executive of this Alliance be authorized to employ for the 

year 1884, or as much of it as possible, an energetic and able agent, whose dtity ifc
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MEETING OF THE COUNCIL. :11

he ob- shall be, under the direction of the Executive, to perform such work of organization 
and advocacy as may be deemed best. That the salary be fixed by the Executive, 
and that a Finance Committee be ^pointed to collect for that purpose a rfiinimu n 
sum of 81,000. That the employment of the agent be contingent upon the success of 
the Committee in the raising of the money.
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EVENING MEETING.

A public meeting was held in the Dominion Methodist Church. Hon. 
Senator Vidal occupied the chair, and the meeting was addressed by Mr. 
McLaren, Q. C, Montreal ; Rev. D. L. Brethour, of Miltan, Ont. ; Senator 
Girard, Of Manitoba ; Prof. Foster, M. P. and Mr. F. S. Spence.

6

FRIDAY, 10 30 A. M.
Senator Vidal took the chair, calling attention to tfie presence in the 

house of Mrs. Chisholm, President of the Ontario Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union. On motion of Rev. J. Wood, seconded by Mr. Geo. 
May, Mrs. Chisholm was invited to a seat on the platform, and elected a 
corresponding member of the Council.

The, minutes of Thursday afternoon’s session were read and approved.
Mr. May presented the Treasurer’s Report, which, on motion, was. 

referred to the Finance Committee for audit.
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The Committee on the State of the Work presented their completed
report.

f;1. That the growth in every part of the Dominion of strong public sentiment ini 
j favour of Temperance and Prohibition is very encouraging.

2. In British Columbia the W. C. T. Union, Band of Hope Movement and Blue 
Ribbon.work have been remarkably successful. À resolution is now before the 
Load.Legislature favouring a most thorough going measure of Woman Suffrage. 
This resolution is being promoted in the interests of Prohibition.

3. Manitoba and the North-West Territories have made much progress. The 
North-West Act has accomplished almost marvellous results among the native Indian, 
population and the employees of the Canada Pacific Railway ; the absence of crime, 
the maintenance of order, and the astonishing advancement of that new country,, 
have been largely aided by the prohibitory clauses of the said Act. In Manitoba 
the Templars and Royal Templars have organized Grand Bodies ; the Gospel Tern- 
perance Movement has met with the greatest success. The Province is ripe for 
Prohibition. The Provincial Branch of the Alliance has been reorganized, and is in a 
very flourishing condition. The Scott Act has been adopted in two counties, but owing: 
to yet undecided appeals it is not at present enforced. In the territory claimed by

Manitoba there is little restriction of the liquor traffic.
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tions, a special (afn ........— " "ttons, a speciat feature^ tjeing the progrese of^he^Ch^dhjaf gutted T*s^srMce

special effort being made in Scott "Act work,’ and for the introduction of Temperance 
Uttor W°rk “■« toUUh

the loth 
sympathy

th the
'.vS

rTemperance Union. •'

or the 
ltity.it k Si

\



sups

12 DOMINION ALLIANCE.

counti
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Traffic. The rapid spread of the W. C. T. Union has created among all classes of 
society a new activity and real in advocacy of social reform in reference to drinking 
customs. A large number of County Branches of the Alliance are working vigorously 
in their respective localities. The effect of the enforcement of the Dominion License 
Act in the Province would, in populous localities, greatly lessen the ntimberof places 
where liquor is sold.

6. The New Brunswick Branch of the Alliance is increasingly useful and active, 
and is looked upon favorably by the better class of the population, being recognized 
as the most important Temperance organization in the Province.

Pi
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7. The acceptance by Nova Scotia of the Scott Act, as indicated in the Secretary's 
Report, shows plainly the trend of public feeling in that Province. The Act is being 
well enforced. The Sons of Temperance have made remarkable progress, and other 
societies are flourishing.

8. The Scott Act is in force in the whôle of Prince Edward Island. An effort is 
being made for its repeal in Prince County, but the movement is not likely to be suc
cessful. The Good Templar order has been introduced, and has met with great 
success.
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: T9. The almost unanimous support of Church organizations, and religious news
papers, and the support of a larger section of the secular press, in every part of the 
Dominion, are specially encouraging features of our present position. ü A,P10. We respectfully submit the following recommendations : (a) That a page in' 
our Year Book be devoted to details of the working of the prohibitory clauses of the 
North-West Act. (fi) That the Legislation Committee be requested to report upon 
the subject of permits under the said Act. (r) That a special Committee be 
appointed to consider the recommendations of the Grand Division of the Sons of 
Temperance.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

The Report was unanimously adopted.
The Chairman appointed a Special Committee to deal with the letter of 

the G. W. P. of Sons of Temperance, consisting of Messrs. Brethour, McGill 
and Stewart.

Letters from Mr. I. S. Brown, President of the Quebec Branch of the 
Dominion Alliance, were read—the one, referring to Mrs. Gales, being 
referred to the Finance Committee, and the other to the Committee on the 
State of the Work.

A letter from Dr. Youmans, St. Catharines, Ont., was also read, and 
referred to the Special Committee on the letter of G. W. P. Sons of Tem
perance.
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The Committee pn Legislation reported :
On motion the Report was received, and the first clause considered, viz. : That 

eputation from this Council do wait upon the Government of the Dominion at as 
ly an hour as can be arrangea, and represent to them, That in the opinion of this 

Council the country is, as a whole, favorable to complete prohibition, and requesting, 
first, That a Bill be introduced at this present session, totally prohibiting the liquor 
traffic throughout the Dominion ; second, That if this request is declined, a Bill be 
introduced which will secure the polling of the whole country, so as to ascertain its 
views on the subject of total prohibition ; Or, failing this, that in case of a simul
taneous movement for the adoption of the Scott Act, in a large proportion of the ,
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counties, the Government would be pleased to appoint as nearly as possible the 
polling day, in all the counties.

Prof. Foster moved in amendent, seconded by M. A. Longley,
1. That we send a deputation to the Government asking them to grant simul

taneous polling in groups of counties which are agitating for the adoption of the 
Canada Temperance Act.

2. That we instruct our Executive to take measures for introducing into the 
House of Commons a resolution affirming the desirability of passing a prohibitory 
law for the Dominion of Canada.

On the motions being put, the amendment was declared carried.
The second clause of the Report was then read and adopted as follows :
That it be recommended that action be taken in every county throughout the 

Dominion, where such action is possible, with a view to a simultaneous polling 
during the year of all such counties in favor of the Canada Temperance Act, not only 
for the extension of the splendid results which have flowed from that law where it- 
has been duly enforced, but for 1 he early passage of a complete National Prohibitory

The Council then adjourned till 2 p. m.
FRIDAY, 2.30 P.M.

After the Minutes had been read and approved, the Special Committee 
h on the communication from the Grand Division, S. of T. of Ontario, call- 

' ing attention to the desirability of a general convention of Temperance 
workers of the Province, reported

Whereas, having heard from various reliable sources,'and from various' Provinces 
of the Dominion of the rapid growth of public opinion in the direction of a total 
Prohibitory law, and

Whereas, it is very desirable to secure unity of action between all Temperance 
workers in the country, be it

Rewhed,—r. That in our judgment the time has come when a direct effort should 
be made to secure a Prohibitory Liquor law for the Dominion.

2. That we recommend the Executive of this Council to put themselves into 
communication with the Executive of the Grand Division of the S. of T. of Ontario, 
and other organizations, with the view of calling a general convention of all Tem
perance and Christian workers in the Dominion to consider what action ought to be 
taken with reference to this question—said convention to be called at some central 
place, and at as early a date as may be agreed on by said joint Executives. The 
report was adopted.

The same Committee also reported that the matters referred to in the/ 
letters of Mr. T. S. Brown, President of the Queb'ec Branch, an<jt 
Dr. Youmans, of St. Catharines, Ont., has already been covered by resolu
tions adopted by the Council.

Prof. Foster, M.P., read a letter from Mr. Johnson Harrison, of similar • 
import.
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The Finance Committee reported.:—
The Finance Committee would report with much satisfaction that the Defence 

Fund has been closed. The amount, to be paid by the Government has been duly 
received, and all accounts in connection therewith settled as per printed statement.

The current expenses of the Council, on receipt of the arrears of assessment, 
now due, amounting to *165 00, will provide for all present liabilities. Pending thé 
action to be taken on Professor Porter's motion, looking to the appointment of a 
Dominion agent, they would advise the assessment .on the Provinces to be the 
as last year.
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A letter from Mr* l*. S. Brown, President of the Quebec Alliance, referred to us 
respecting the late Rev. Thomas Gale? and his family we deem of such importance 
that we consider the Council should deal with the subject matter contained therein, 

pectfully refer said letter back for the earnest and practical consideration 
of the Council.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
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W. H. Allison. 
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■5 ThThe report was adopted, and the clause referring to the late Rev. 

Thomas Gales was referred to a special Committee consisting of five, 
sisting of Messrs. Buchanan, Bengough, Brethour, Lynch, and Spence.

The Committee of nominations reported the following list of Officers and 
Executive for the year 1884-85.

President:—Hon. Alexander Vidal. Senator, Sarnia, Ont. 
VICE-PRESIDENTS.

con

sul of
Be

Amoun
Hon. S. H. Blake,
Right Rev. Bishop Bond, Montreal* 
Right Rev. Bishop Baldwin,

London, Ont. 
Right Rev. Bishop Wilson, Ottawa.
Sir S. L. Tilley, M.P., Ottawa.
Sir A. T. Galt. Montreal.
Hon. James Perrier, Senator, Montreal. 
Hon. Rev. Scott, Senator, Ottawa.
Hon. M. A. Girard, Senator,

C., Toronto.Qb Prof. Foster, M.P., Apohaqin, N.B.
N. Shakespeare, M.P., Victoria, B.Ç.
S. A- Fisher, M.P., Knowlton, -Que.
M: Auger, ML Pi, Roxton. Quf.
John A. Kirk, M.P., Glevely, N.S.
A. W. Ross, M.P., Winnipeg. Man.
A. C. Macdonald, M.P.,

Montague Bridge, P.E.I.

M<
Balanc

Amoun
All

Rev. Dr. De wart, Toronto.
Rev. Dr. Moore. Ottawa.
Rev. A. A. Cameron, Winnipeg, Man. 
Rev. Dr. Clark, Toronto.

. R. Dougall, Montreal.
, • H. Flagg, Mitchell, Ont.

. W. Manning. Almonte, Ont. 
udge Jones, Brantford, Ont. 
i. O'Hara, Toronto.

W. H. Lambly, Inverness, Que.
J. F. Butler, Halifax, N.S.
Rev. J. M. Cameron, Toronto.
Rev. John Shaw, Peterboro, Ont.
Rev. w. Scott, Ottawa. *
G. M. Rose, Toronto.
Alderman J. T. Moore, Toronto.
Rev. Dr. Bums, Halifax, N.S.
Sheriff Temple, Fredericton, N.B. 
Andre Cushing, St, John, N.B.
Rev, G. H.

1. Parsons, Halifax, N.S.

Amoun
Boniface, Man. the

Hon. A. R. McLellan. Senator, Cash r< 
ExchanHopewell, N.B. 

Hon; D.Wark, Senator, Fredericton,N.B. 
Hon. T. R. Mclnnes, Senator,

New Westminster, B.C. 
Hon. S. CrOelman, M.L.Ç., Halifax, N.S. 
Hon. J. W. Sifton, Brandon, Man.
Hon. G. W. Ross, M.P.P., Toronto. 
Ueut.-Govemor, J. C. Aikins,

Winnipeg, Man. Balance 
Cash frI W. McÇraney, M.P., Oakville.

T. S. Brown, Montreal.
Rev. Jos. McLeod, Fredericton, N.B.
Rev. E. Robson, New Westminster, B.C.
F. W. Hales. Chatiottetown, P.E.I.
A. Longley, Paradise, N.g.

J&MS:pH=M"e-
C. Burpee, M.P., Sheffield, N.B.
G. G. King, M.P., Cbipman, N.B.
T. Robertson, M.P., Barrington, N.S.
James Reid, M.P.. Cariboo, B.C.
W. H. Allison, M.P.. Newport, N.S. R

No.
Cash fr

rloitetown, P.E.I. J. J. Mi 
Sundrie 
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STATEMENT NO. I.
Bill of Messrs. Simpson, Hammond & Co., London, taxed by order of the 

Board of the Privy Council, Feb. 21st, 1883..........................................
'

/249 3 2
Amount taxed against Appellant in the judgement and collected by 

Messrs. Simpson, Hammond & Co....
Balance due Simpson, Hammond & Co...

... 214 10 10 

... 34 12 4 1
£M9 3 2

STATEMENT NO. 2.
Amount remitted to Messrs. Simpson, Hammond & Co., London (as per 

Alliance Year Book, 1882, page 22)...............................................................

Amount retained by Messrs. Simpson, Hammond & Co. in settlement of
their account as per statement Np. 1 ................................. A4 i2 4^== $168.47

Cash received from Simpson, Hammond & Co......................................... \ -S7 qC
Exchange . ........................................................................................................

*735-55

*735-55
STATEMENT NO. 3.

Receipts and disbursements of the Committee from February 14th, 1883.
RECEIPTS.

Balance (as per Year Book, 1883, page 15...................................... ..... .. k,..$
Cash from Messrs. Simpson, Hammond & Co., London, -(as per Statement

No. a)......................................................... ...................................
Cash from the Government...................................... .

4 50

557 03 
2,083 04

la.644 57
DISBURSEMENTS.

J. J. Maclaren, Q.C., on account 
Sundries. ^.
Repaid the Branches: 

Ontario.................... .

#1.522 57
19 70

mQmbw..
New Brunswick 
Nova Scotia.
Prince Edward Island........................ ...........................

, >
Repaid loan (see Year Bobk, 1883, page 15)..................

IT • ™
— g» 30 

200 00 
.—■—■

»a.*44 57

-
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Committee.—The members of the Executives of the several Provincial Branches 
of the Alliance, with the Rev. A P. McDiarmid, M.A., Rev. 6. Longley, B.A., 
Rev. Dr. Moore, and Messrs. E. Steer, J. G. Howe, J. K. Stewart, J. B. Halkett, 
R. E. Jamieson, E. Botterell, J. M. T. Hannum ar.d John Lamb, all of Ottawa.

These several nominations were confirmed.
The Finance Committee reported the Treasurer’s Books audited and 

found correct.
The following is a summary of the Treasurer’s accounts :

CANADA TEMPERANCE ACT DEFENCE ACCOUNTS.

.
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STATEMENT NO. 4.

Summary oj all expenses Securred and paid by the A lionet. 

Simpson. Hammond & Co. balance on their account.................................

!

8 168 47 
. 1,822 57

32 15

J. J. Maclaren s account...............................................
Paid G. H. Lugrin (see Year Book, 1882, page 22) 
Sundries.............................1...............................................
Exchange (as per Statement No. 3)

82,123 24
Cr.—By cash from Government 

Branches...
82,083 04

82,123 24
July 13th, 1883.

GEORGE MAY, TREASURER, IN ACCOUNT WITH THE 

DOMINION ALLIANCE.

AiDR.

RECEIPTS. A
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Assessments, 1882-3.
Ontario.........................
Quebec..........................
New Brunswick...........
Nova Scotia.................
Prince Edward Island

8105 00 

75 00 
37 50 
37 50

Assessments, 1883-4,on account.
Ontario..............................

uebec.............................
ew Brunswick...............

Nova Scotia......................
Prince Edward Island.

1
8 50

g 37

Î
7$*

Quebec Branch. 1. 1
Literature Fund, on account of Gem

book, 500 copies......................................
For extra Gem books....................................

840
17
40

2.1To tLl 3
I

*510 37 "i to
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CR.
IDISBURSEMENTS.

Sundry charges Annual Meeting............... ............

Printing Account submitted to the Council, Feb.,
1883* See Year Book, page 16.....................

Witness Co., printing............. ................................
Bentley..... :.............. .............................
T. Gales...,............................................. .*____

Postage Year Book...................................................
Amount voted Secretary........................................
Witness Co. on account of 2000 copies Year

Book, 1883.. ......................................................
Witness Co., 1,300 extra copies .......................
Postage circulars......................................................
Postage Year Books.................................................
Witness Co., extra Year Books..............................

Post Cards..................................... ... .7. .*. . . .7

• 5
I 5

168 47 
,822 57

32 15

*43 44
5 25

24 74
*73 43

5
.123 24

121 57

4r-
3 37

123 24

«9
49

33* 94

#5*9 37

Balance due Treasurer. 
Audited and found correct.

3 67

A. C. MACDONALD.
W. H. ALLISON'.

A letter was read by the Secretary from Messrs. W. J. Patterson and 
H. Morton, of Montreal, along with which he presented, in their name, six 
copies of the “Temperance Lesson Book,” by Dr. B. W. Richardson, copies 
of which had been presented by them to all the Protestant School Teachers 
in the Province of Quebec, and many Public Libraries, and Benevolent 
Institutions, and which they asked the Alliance to endeavor to co-operate 
with them in circulating. On motion, the Secretary was instructed to 
reply to theirletter, thanking them for their liberality and public"spirit, and 
to assure them that the Alliance will do all in its power to further the object 
they have in vipw. • » •
ScotthlC°mmittee Res0luti0ns reported throu«h the *»• William,

1. That this Council--™ ' " " __________ _________  J . j >0
thelUcfoTthe esteemed, 
through the1
for thiviliuL.___ ___
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business, and his promptness of action, are gratefully remembered. To his laborious 
exertions, and indefatigable persevering zeal, the Dominion Alliance has been greatly 
and constantly indebted. Although our beloved brother cannot any more appear 
among us as a fellow-laborer* iyet his example and exertion cannot fail ever here
after to exert a beneficial influence on the cause we have at heart. While deeply 
feeling the loss we have sustained, we bow submissively to the will of God, and at 
this time also express our Cbristiàn sympathy with the bereaved widow and family 
of our departed brother, and commend them to the care and Providence of God, the 
Father of the fatherless, and the husband to the widow. But it must not be forgotten 
that the bereaved ones have not only claims on the sympathy of the Temperance 
community, but considering our great indebtedness to the late Brother Gales, this 
on their behalf8 achaerful and li^eral response to the appeal which has been made

4. That the most cordial thanks of this Council are due to Mr. S. A. Abbott for 
the great service rendered by him in supplying the place of the late Brother Gales, 
and for the manner in which he has fulfilled the special duty of preparing for this 
Annual Meeting, and carrying through the several parts of our business.

5. This Council reiterates the sentiment of grateful appreciation of the grand
work accomplished bv the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, and anticipates 
still further beneficial results from the establishment of these Associations. This 
Council therefore recommends that all friends of the Alliance render all possible 
assistance to the operations, and enlargement of the Woman’s Christian Temper
ance Union as being essentially'tiuxiliary to the practical ends contemplated by the 
Dominion Alliance. r 1
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6. That the thanks of the Cpuncil are hereby given to the several Railway 

ies for the facilities granted to its members in travelling to and froi
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• ^'ounc^ h®8 much pleasure in again acknowledging, with thanks,
its indebtedness to the Mayor and Council of this city for the use of this commodious 
Hall for the transacting of our business; and that the City Clerk, M. W. P. Lett, be 
requested to present this resolution to the City Council at an early sitting of that body ; 
and that the same be published by the city papers. It

These resolutions were severally adopted. It was also, on motion of 
Rev. Geo. Jamieson, seconded by Rev. W, McGill,

Rtiolutd. That the second Sabbath of December be appointed a day on which 
themimtiera of the Gospel throughout the Dominion be requested to preach a Tem
perance sermon, or any day near that date that may be convenient, and that the 
Sechutoy m requeued to send circulars to said ministers to that effect.

The Committee on Literature reported :
(i) We reiterate and emphaaiae the necessity far a wide and constant use of the 

beat selected temperance literature as an indispensable adjunct to the progress of our 
printed page can be placed where the lecturer cannot possibly gain a 

hearing, (a) We earnestly recommend that so far as possible literatus, périmant to

propriety of adopting some one paper as a special exponent of its principles. In 
this respect The Canada Crmsu possesses special claims to recognition.

The report was submitted, clause by clause, and adopted.
L °n motion Mn Dougall, seconded by Prof. Foster, M. P., the Con-
Ip^, stitutioo was referred to the Executive to report upon next year.
; A committee, consisting of Prof. Foster, Mr. F. S. Spence, Rev. Dr.

qarit, Toronto, and Rev. John Wood, was appointed to ptwdire 
lish the Alkane* Fear Éaok for iSSa—the number of copied bet
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The special committee on Mr. I...S. Brown’s letter reported :
'9
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Yow Committee, appointed to deal with the suggestions of Mr. I. S Brown
latoS^liïnmBeblCTh” °f ‘hyemperance people of Canada to the fanlly of our 
ate Secretary Rev. Thomas Giles, reports: In view of the tributes paid to the 

memory of our late indefatigable co-worker by the rescindons and expretliont, ol the 
Council, we would but reaErm the necessity for acknowledging in some practical 
"ÎÏÜEÜfî d”,e/rom >he Alliance and the temperance people of the Dominion

thutblw Do™l.n,0î w>“ ? have opportunity to participate. We recommend 
lt6.e Comcil Prepare a circular and subscription lists for imme- 

snd .nïlrïïlîzïït M public, setting forth the clairne of the testimonial.
Which it 8 *.b U'd °^.al1 interested in making it creditable to the source from 

emanates ; that the necessary machinery for carrying the effort to a sue-

lThis ||The report was adopted, and it was ordered that all sums over $t be 
acknowledged.

On motion of Mr. J. R. Stewart, seconded by Mr. Fee, it was

fully enforced-notablymHalton in Ontario, that the results in stayinggtne «vus

It was also
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"commend the Counties that they haw their JgÿSF *5 ■ubmissioo of the Canada Temperance Act ready and deposited 
OctobS0^^”™1 by 'h<> IBt Jely' Md thl“ *“ vo“ be Mked f°r th« latterpert

Prof. Foster moved, seconded by Rev. Mr. Kines, and it was

which
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It was further
p„ *b,e Deputation to the Government con sin of all member* ol

s° houm °f cem“M' - ® “r.

The preparation of a form of prayer, for use at the Sessions o^ the |
Council, was remitted to die Executive,; to report next ypar. ' " % i|

On motion the minutes of the afternoon’s 
read, and the Council was declared adjourned.
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THE CANADA TEMPERANCE ACT. on
Goi\ 1BY PROF. GEORGE E. FOSTER, M. P,
effic
that

i.—ITS HISTORY.
who

The Canada Temperance Act marks an important era in the history of 
our Temperance Reform ; and the date of its passage will forever stand 
out as a memorable transition period in the attitude of Canadian legisla 
tion towards the sale of alcoholic liquors.

Previous to 1878, Canada, as a whole, had taken no decided Parliamen
tary stand upon this question. The various Provinces dealt with it, each 
in its own chosen way, and, in the main, in about the same spirit as before 
the Confederation. License was the rule in all the Provinces, conditioned 
it is true, with greater or lesb strictness of provision and severity of 
penalty.

Ontario and Quebec had, in addition, the “ Dunkin Act,” by which, 
upon a majority vote of any Municipality, the retail trade could be pro- , 
hibited in quantities of five gallons and under. Nova Scotia required 
two-third ratepayers’ petition before a license could issue, and this had 

^driven the traffic to a large extent from many of her Counties. New Bruns
wick had passed a Prohibitory Law in 1855, which, however, owing .to 
political complications, was but of short duration, and thereafter license' 
was the rule.
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retaiAfter the Union in i86y a strong and wide agitation was set on foot for 

the enactment of a Prohibitory Law by the Ddminion Parliament, and 
petitions praying for this object were, in 1873-4, presented, representing a 
total of five hundred thousand names. Parliament went so far as to ap
point a Commission, which, in 1874, made a personal investigation into the 
working of prohibition in countries which had adopted it. Their report 
was thoroughly sifted by Parliamentary Committees, and resolutions re
commending the passage of a Prohibitory Law were adopted by both 
Senate and Commons. .

Tfien arose the mixed question as to whether the Dominion or Provin
cial Legislatures had the right to prohibit ; a question to solve which many 
and ineffectual steps were proposed or taken.

At lasts in the Stisfon of 1878, - The Canada Temperance Act” : was 
submitted by the Mackenzie Government, and after a full discussion was passed
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THE CANADA TEMPERANCE ACT.

on its second reading without a division. It received the assent of the 
Governor-General, and in Maj^ 1878, became law.

Three attempts have since been made in Parliament to impair the 1 
efficiency of the Act. In 1880 the Boultbee Amendment, which provided . 
that before the Act can be adopted it shall receive the majority of the 
whole number of-votes on the voters’ lists, was carried through the House 
of Commons, but defeated in the Senate. In r88r it was again introduced 
into the Commons, but thrown out by the significant vote of 8a to 54. In 
i88r, the Almon Amendment, which proposed to exempt from the opera
tion of the Act, malts and wines having less than 10 per cent of alcohol, 
passed the Senate by a vote of 28 to 26, but was not suffered to copie to a 
vote in the Commons. No attempt was made in :88a to tamper with its 
provisions. <

The constitutionality of the Acts had to be tested in the Courts'. It 
went into operation in Fredericton, May 1st, 1879, and a test case was 
taken to the Supreme Court of New Brunswick. On August 12, 1879, the 
Court decided the Act unconstitutional—Judge Palmer alone dissenting 
The case was appealed to the Supreme Court of Canada^ when in Aprit 
1880, the judgment of the New Brunswick Court was reversed, and the 
Act declared to be constitutional, only one Judge (Henry) dissenting.

The enemies of the Act, were not, however, content, to-abide-by the 
decision of the highest Court of Appeal in Canada, but determined tp | 
carry their contention to the Privy Council of Great Britafn. This was 
done in the case of Russell vs. Woodward, and Mr. Benjamin, Q. Ç, was 
retained by them. The Dominion Alliance sent Mr, Maciaren, Q. C, of 
Mqfftreal, to plead the Act

On the sand of June, 1882, judgment was given by the Law Lords, 
affirming the decision of the Supreme Court of Canada, and placing the 
constitutionality of. the Canada Tempehnce Act beyond all doubt t 

Thus, after a struggle of fifteen years, from 1867 to 18821 the Tempt* |
ance people of Canada succeeded in forcing the question of Prohibition to i

successful issue in the Parliament of Canada, and settling beyond all I 
dispute the absolute right of that Parliament to prohibit the manuftcture, | 
importation and sale of -alcoholic liquors. É

It is true that the Act is a local option one; but it is prohibitory in If 
principle, and may be extended as widely as Canadian territory reaches*
Its enactment may-justly be looked upon with pride, and its adoption and 
enforcement in a large part of, our territory may be fairly anticipated.
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22 THE CANADA TEMPERANCE ACT.

1 he enforcement of the Acjt has been sadly interfered with on account 
of the various test cases carried to the Higher Courts involving the con
stitutionality of the Act, and other points. The other points have been 
chiefly these :

ist. As to whether an appeal could be taken from the judgment of a 
Police Magistrate ; decided in the negative.

2nd. As to whether Moncton and other places were Cities or Towns 
under the Act ; decided in the negative.

3rd. As to whether Summerside, P. E. I., was a city under the Act, and 
Charlottetown a town under the Act ; decided in the negative in each 
case.

4th. As to the coming into force of the Act in counties where no 
are in force at the time of the adoption of the Act ; difficulty 

removed by special Act at last session of Parliament.
Notwithstanding all the difficulties encountered, the law has abundantly 

proved its capacity for enforcement ; and now that the decision of the Privy 
Council has established its constitutional .character, we may look for a fair 
and impartial enforcement of its provisions.

And whenever this is done, its bénéficia^ effects in lessening the public sale, 
and consequent drunkenness and crime, ivill establish it in favor, and lead 
m the coming years to the enactment off a full measure of complete Prohi
bition.

licenses

7

--------\

II.—ITS PROVISIONS.

I. It is an Act passed by the Dominion Parliament in 1878, and may be 
applied to tiny city or county in Canada, upon aAnajority vote of the electors 
therein qualified to vote at a Dominion election. The object, as stated in 
its preamble, is to promote temperance and secure in all the Provinces 
uniform legislation respecting the traffic in intoxicating liquors. It 
ptissed in answer to the petition and prayers of hundreds of thousands of 
men and women in the Dominion, for some effective measure to diminish 
drunkenness and promote the sobriety and happiness of our people.

2nd. In order to bring the Act to a vote, a petition must be signed by at 
least one-fovrth of the legal voters in a municipality, which petition, after

was
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1 he sale of a’cohol compounds is allowed for three purposes—medical, 
sacramental and mechanical ; ^nd vendors not to exceed one in each town
ship, two in each town, or one for each 4,000 inhabitants in cities, are ap
pointed by the Lieutenant-Governor for this purpose. The conditions of 
sale for each of these purposes are very strict and such as to effectually 
guard against any abuse.

4. The following parties are allowed to sell by wholesale, and then only 
to the vendors mentioned in above paragraph, or to such persons as shall 
forewith carry the same beyond the limits of of the county or city, or of 
any adjoining county or city which is under the Act, viz.:—manufacturers 
of cider, licensed distillers or brewers, companies incorporated to carry on 
the business of cultivating grapes and manufacturing wine therefrom, and 
persons exclusively engaged in a wholesale trade, and licensed by the 
county or municipality.

The smallest quantity which can be sold by wholesale is :—for beer, 8 
gallons, for all other liquors, 10 gallons. Whenever cider, distilled, or malt 
liquors are sold by those producing them, it must be only at the place of 
manufacture, and in all the above cases the burden of proof lies with the 
•sellers to furnish satisfactory evidence that the liquors ^sold were ta be 
carried forewith outside the limits of the city, or county, or of an adjoining 
city or county under the Act. Manufacturers of pure native vp4|pmadé 
from grapes grown by them in Canada, may also sell their wines at the 
place of making, but, only in quantities of not less than 10 gallons, and 
only when duly licensed by the municipality.

5. The adoption of the Act, therefore, entirely precludes the retail of all
intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes. All bars, shops, tippling places 
and shebeens are to be closed—temptations are removed ; it allows the 
sale, under strict regulations, for medical, sacramental and mechanical pur
poses ; it limits the wholesale traffic to customers who shall forthwith carry 
being deposited for ten days in the office of the Sheriff or Registrar, is for
warded to the Dominion Government, and thereupon the Governor and 
Council examine the petition, and, if they approve it, give official notice of 
a day upon which the electors may vote for or against the adoption of the 
Act. • ... . 0
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3. When the Act has been adopted and proclaimed in force, the retail 
sale of all intoxicating liquors for use as beverages is at once and entirely 
stopped ; all bars are closed, and no licenses can be issued.
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24 THE CANADA TEMPERANCE ACT.

the liquor outside the limits of the city or county, or of an adjoining city 
or county which may be under the Act.

I he Act cannot be repealed under three years ; has heavy and increasing 
penalties ; and with some exceptions allows of no appeal from the decision 
of the first court.

The convictions are summary, and the penalties adequate. For the first 
offence not less than $50 fine and costs. For second offence not less than 
$roo and costs. For each subsequent offence, imprisonment.

When tried before a Stipendiary or Police Magistrate, a Parish Com
missioner, Sheriff or Recorder, the decision of the court is summary and 
final. There is no long harrassment of appeal.

The precise description of the liquor, the actual passing of money, or 
consumption of liquors, has not,necessarily to be proved ; if the Court is 
satisfied from the evidence that a transaction in the nature of barter or sale 
has taken place, conviction may follow.

The person charged with unlawful sale may be called upon to testify 
under oath.

Apparatus for the sale found along with liquors are prima facie evidence 
of guilt, and unless satisfactorily explained will cause conviction.

Prosecutions may be brought by or in the name of any persons, or by or 
in the name of the Collector of Inland Revenue, and it shall be the duty 
of the latter officers to prosecute upon reasonable evidence. One-third of 
the fines resulting to the municipality are to be put aside as a fund for pro
secuting illegal sales under the Act.

In Ontario the three Commissioners, and an Inspector appointed and 
paid by the Government, are charged with the oversight and enforcement 
of the law. Any county or city may appoint any additional officers and 
appropriate funds for the better carrying out of the Act.
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III.—THE PRESENT STATE OF THE CAMPAIGN.

The following is a statement of the counties and cities which have voted 
upon the Act up to May 1, 1884, the votes polled for and against, and the 
date of the electionr
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Total, 49,103
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2*6 THE CANADA TEMPERENCE ACT.

Stormont, Glengarry, Dundas, 
Russel and Prescott,
Carleton,
Leeds, Grenville,
Lennox, Addington,
Prince Edward, 
Northumberland, Durham,

Norfolk,
Perth,
Lambtoji,
Huron,
Bruce,
Kent,

Ontario,
York,
Peel,
Simcoe,
Grey,
Brant,
Elgin,

are already moving, and others will join in the work as adviàed by the 
Dominion Alliance.

Several points of great significance may be noted in a careful review of 
the above table.

i. The preponderating prohibition sentiment in the Maritime Provinces 
as shown by the greater number of counties and cities that have adopted 
the Act.
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AllianoOut of 40 contests, only a have been in Quebec, 2 in Manitoba and 7 

in Ontario, while 29 have taken place in the Maritime Provinces. The 
result of the vote has been unfavorable to the Act in two cases in Quebec, 
four in Ontario, and one in the Maritime Provinces.

2. The preponderating number of instances in which the Act has been 
adopted.

There have been so far 40 contests. The Act was carried in 33, lost 
by majorities in 6, lost by a tie in 1. 33 victories and but 7 defeats ip a
seriea of 40 battles !

3. The preponderating majorities in favor of the Act as shown by (the 
votes cast.

In the 33 constituencies which carried the Act, the vote stands 
For 39,027 

Against 13,624

Majority in favor of Act 25,403 or over 48 p.c. of total vote.
In the 7 constituencies in which the Act was lost, the vote stands 

Against 13,320 
For 10,076

Majority against 3,244 or 14 p. c. of the total vote.
The vote in the 40 contests stands 

For 49,103 
Against 26,944

Majority 22,159 or over 29 p. c. of total vote.
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THE CANADA TEMPERANCE ACT. 27
rfolk. 4. The satisfaction given by the Act when adopted as shown by the 

votes on repeal in Fredericton, N. B., and Prince, P.E.I. Under many 
discouragements and with the full burdens of all the appeals taken, Fred, 
ericton tried the Act for three years. The results were taken into account, 
and when the vote for repeal was brought on, and every effort made to 
destroy the Act, it was sustained by a good majority.

The same was

th,
nbtop,
ron,
ice,
nt,

true of Prince County, P.E.I., and when repeal was tried, 
defeated by the decisive vote of 2,939 to 1,065, a total vote of 4,004.

unprecedently large and the majority of 1874 equally

by the it was
The vote was 
significant.view of

The agitation for the adoption of the Act is being undertaken 
large scale in Ontario. Norfolk, Kent, Essex, Lambton, Grey, Stormont, 
Dundas, Glengarry, Northumberland, Carleton and Russell

ovinces
idopted

are already
moving, and others will join in the work as advised by the Dominion 
Alliance.and 7 

. The 
►uebec,
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III.—HOW TO SECURE ITS ADOPTION.

Ie a brief, neat, circular be prepared, calling a convention of 
temperance people to meet at a certain place and on a fixed date. This 
circular should be signed by the President and Secretary of the Alliance, if 
any be in existence in the county, and by a committee of known and 
trusted temperance men. This committee can be arranged for by any one 
intrusted.

All temperance bodies, churches and benevolent societies should be 
invited in this circular to send two or more delegates. Besides them, a 
general invitation should be extended to all friends of the movement. Send 
these circulars far and wide through the county. * ,

2.—When the convention meets let it appoint its officers—President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, Vice-President for each parish or township, village and 
ward of the city, an Executive of about five persons living near each other, 
its committees of which each Vice-President is an ex-officio convener, 
and its Canvassers for the purpose of getting signatures to the petitions.

Provision should be made for raising funds for the work. A good plan 
is to assess each township or ward, and make the Viëe-President of such 
responsible for the collection of the amount

Appoint a Lecture and Literature Committee, which had better be the 
Executive, and give them instructions to be liberal in the use of pertinent 
literature and good speakers.
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E 28 THE CANADA TEMPERANCE ACT.

3.—The Canvassers should be supplied with proper petitions, revised 
voters’ list and instructions as to whom and how to canvass and witness the 
signatures. They should be urged to take small districts, and do the work 
thoroughly and quickly. Not more than a fortnight should be used in 
canvassing names to the petitions. So soon as the Canvasser has completed 
his work he should make his affirmation in proper form before the proper 
officers, and tfien forward his petitions to the Secretary.

It would oe well to hold some meetings in advance of the Canvassers,

!
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so as to inform the people and make the work easier.
4. —Keep up a gentle agitation while the petitions are going through 

the forms prescribed, and do this in a great measure by literature distribution 
and personal conversation, having occasional meetings at prominent paints.

The Executive should, in the meantime, perfect their arrangements for 
holding as perfect a series p( public mass meetings at all possible points in 
the county, and have its speakers ready for the campaign.

5. —So soon as the petition has been affirmed by the Governor-General 
in Council, let every body go to work. Keep the platform busy, the litera
ture agoing, the personal canvass persistent and constant, and allow not one 
moment’s slacking of effort until the close of the poll.

On polling day let all the temperance people give up their time in see
ing that every available voter, favorable to the adoption of the Act, deposits 
his vote. If you are successful, congratulate your neighbors and go quietly 
home, thankful for victory. If you are beaten, determine there arid then 
that in the first opportunity you will try again.

Above all things, the work should be done heartily and promptly. The 
surest way to kill all prospects of success is to drag the canvass and con
test over a year or so, now up and down, alive for a little, then dead for a 
longer time.

So far as possible, several adjoining counties should enter upon the 
contest together. Mutual aid and sympathy assist very much to a favorable 
result, and distract and divide the forces of the opposition.
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THE SCOTT ACT IN HATTON.
BY REV. D. L. BRETHOUR.

The Canada Temperance Act was passed in the County of Halton on the 
igth day of April, 1881, and came into force on the rst day of May, 1882. 
The majority with which it was carried was not very large, being only 81, but 
it was sufficiently large to indicate the decided opinion of the people, and 
to declare their purpose to tolerate no longer the licensed liquor traffic in their 
midst. By this majority, small as it was, the voters of the county asserted 
that drunkard-making by law would no longer be allowed. The liquorr 
sellers had ample time to dispose of their “ stock,” and fall into line with 
the new order of things had they been so disposed. But unfortunately they 
were not well advised by their friends, and it soon became but too evident 
that they intended to disobey the law and set at defiance the temperance 
people. To the great credit of some of the ex-hotel keepers they accepted 
the situation and went out of the trade, or turned their hotels into 
perance houses. But, to the disgrace of many others, their law-defying 
spirit and purpose were soon manifest. The records of the police court 
show how well and truly the compact they had made between themselves was 
kept. Unfortunately those law breakers received both direct and indirect en
couragement from some of respectable influence and character in the county, 
which made them all the more determined in their course of defiance. They 
received also, if not direct, at least indirect, encouragement from others who 
should have stood by the law, encouraging them to hope that by appeals 
from the Police Magistrate’s decision to the superior courts some impor
tant clauses in the Act would be broken down. This strengthened their 
hands for a season. For a time the temperance people were greatly dis
couraged, but prayer to God was constantly made, and encouragement 
came. Information of the violation of the Act was received and many 
were convicted. Public opinion which seemed to waver for a short time 
soon became so decided that the outlawed liquor trade hid its head in 
dark rooms and secret dens. Many who gave the law-breakers, if not 
spoken, at least silent, Sympathy, began to speak out in favor of the 
enforcement of the law. Several appeals from the Police Magistrate’s de
cision were dismissed and his judgment sustained by the higher courts, and
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the hands of temperance workers were strengthened. In the practical 
enforcement of the Act if has shown itself to be a better law than many 
thought. No law aver placed upon the Statute Books of this country has so 
powerfully arrested, controlled and demoralized the liquor business as this 
Scott law has. It has a grip in it which this trade feels to its very centre erf 
power. The men who deal in “ the bottled host of death ” hate it, and have 
set all their enginery of power to defeat it, but the temperance people are yet 
more vigorously rallying to the enforcement of the law. There is now no 
poetry in violating the Act. It secures no applause,approval or sympathy from 
any man of decent reputation. Only the lowest and most debauched of men 
think there is anything of which to boast in such transgressions. It is not 
considered even moderately clever to break the law and sell liquor contrary 
to its provisions. On the contrary, it is a very risky and serious matter. 
The shadows of the prison lqom up before many of them and throw them
selves threateningly across their path, and with silent gesture warn them of 
approaching danger. The respectability of liquor-selling in Halton is for
ever destroyed. There is no Act of Parliament now behind which to take 
refuge and justify themselves in their work, but the statutes which have 

• been so long with them now at last thunder their anathemas of penalty 
against the business.

The results of nearly 23 months of the operation of the Act are satis
factory. Crime has been reduced to a minimum. The reduction of com
mittals to the gaol for 1883 as against 1882, is 40 per cent. The reduc
tion of crime, as shown by the quarterly schedules of convictions 
for the last 16 months of license as compared with the 16 months 
of the Scott Act ending Dec. nth, 1883, was 70 per cent, at least. 
There have been 4 sittings of the Assizes in the county since May 1st, 
1882, and there bas been no case of crime before the judges. In this 
crime calculation we except all prosecutions for violation of the Scott Act, 
or cases arising out of such violations. Several of the county constables 
testify that their business has been destroyed, some of them making not 
one dollar in 20 months of Scott Act rule, where under license they made 
$70 a year. Some of them have not served a summons or warrant, or 
arrested a man in all this time, while they very frequently did it before. 
They cheerfully testify to the good order, peace and sobriety of the vari
ous places where they reside, as compared with licensed whisky times. 
The sheriff and jailer say their business is nearly Ruined also. The costs 
of criminal justice in this county is a mere bagatelle. The sheriff says
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S ou write an official letter to the sheriff of the county asking for 
planation as to the cause of the great decrease of crime in Halte n.

BUSINESS.
It has been claimed that business has been greatly injured in the county 

>y the Scott Act. That its enforcement has driven trade to Peel Wellimr- 
ton and Wentworth. This statement cannot be sustained. ’* ' ■

an ex-

Let it be
a 8reat depression in trade everywhere in this 

country, and it would not be at all surprising if Halton felt the pressure as 
well as every other county in the Province. If the statement of anti 
emperance men is true, the public may be prepared to hear of many and 

serious failures among the merchants, but this is not the 
ing of the business men in Halton is equal to what it 
and in some cases better.

remembered that there is

case. The stand
under license,

. 1 he failures in the county have been fewer
of less importance than in neighboring counties. Many merchants from 
various parts of the county cheerfully declare that their business has 
been injured by the Scott Act. A few say it has. It may be quite true 
that some merchants have not done as much business as before, but does
' f°U°W the Sc0tt Act must be the «-«se ? In most of such cases you will 
ind these men to have been opposed to the passing of the Act 

yet opposed to it. But the cases are very few indeed. In 
instances business has largely increased—people coming 
the counties of Wellington and Peel to buy goods, 
merchant, who took 
ever since an

and I
not

re satis- 
of com- 
2 reduc- 
1 viciions 
months 

at least, 
lay 1 st, 
In this 

)tt Act, 
instables 
Icing not 
;y made 
rrant, or 
t before, 
he vari- 
;y times, 
ae costs 
:rifl sayi

and are 
some noted 

to Milton from 
The business of one 

active part in the passing of the Act, and has been 
eutspoken advocate for its enforcement, has in the last two 

years increased his sales to nearly $1600 more than under license for the 
same time. There is the most abundant testimony, and of the very best 
kind, that the Act has not injured business in the County of Halton

NOT MORE LIQUOR SOLD, NOR DRUNKENNESS. 
It is true there is liquor sold and drank in the 

said there was not. There is drunkenness also, 
was not.

county. No one ever 
No one ever said there 

But what the temperance people have said is, that the sale and 
consumption of liquor and drunkenness have largely decreased. For this 
statement we have the very best evidence from many of the leading citizens 
f the county, including the members of the Dominion Parliament and
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Local Legislature, the Sheriff, Warden, Gaoler, Police Magistrate, Justices 
of the Peace, County Councillors, business men, etc., etc.

The Act has greatly disappointed the anti-temperance people. They 
thought it would be a mere toy in their hands to play with as they pleased, 
but they have found to their bitter sorrow that it has heavy money penalties 
within and prison bars behind it. The present position of the Act in 
public confidence is very encouraging. Many who did not vote lor the 
Act when submitted will now vote for it if a repeal is attempted ; many 
who voted against will now either not vote to repeal it, or will vote against 
a repeal of it. Very few who voted for it will vote against it now. It is 
winning rpany friends and losing very few. As the time passes on it is be
coming more certain that Halton will never go back on its record of April, 
1881. The Scott Act has come to Halton to stay until a total prohibitory 
law for the Dominion will supersede it.
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ORDER IN COUNCIL.
Extract from The Canada Gazette, «/ February yth, 1881. 

REGULATIONS
especting Petitions under “The Canada Temperance Act 1878,“ ap

proved by His Excellency the Governor-General in Council 
31st day of January, 1881.

on the

I.

All petitions to the Governor General in Council under “The 
Canada Temperance Act 1878," whether the same be for the bringing 
of the second part of the Act into force in any County or City in Canada- 
or for the revocation of any Order in Council bringing the said second 
part of the Act into force as aforesaid, or for the repeal of a by-law 
passed by the Council pf any County or City in Ontario or Quebec 
under the authority and for the enforcement of “ The Temperance Act 
of 1864,” are required to be executed and attested in the form following 
or to the like effect, viz.: 6

Petition as per Schedule A, of Act.

No. I Genuine 
signature of 

I elector.

Name distinct
ly written.

Description or 
addition of 

elector.

Polling district 
or division 

of Voters List 
where name 

may be found.

It is particularly requested that the signatures to the petition be 
correctly and consecutively numbered.

II.
The evidence required under Sections 6 and 7 of the Act for the 

satisfaction of the Governor-General in Council shall be as follows, or 
to the like effect :

Witness
to

signature.

1

a.
Declaration by Witness to signature. ( Under 37 Vic. chap. 37.)

of -in the----------- of--------- do solemnly declare that I
f within 'j

-, or [■ Petition, and that the 
( foregoing J

appended to said petition and numbered—___ -

I
was present and did

■sign the

signature-

§si



34 ORDER IN COUNCIL.

is in the proper handwriting of the said------------------------------------------
And I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing the 

same to be true, and by virtue of the Act passed in the thirty-seventh 
year of Her Majesty’s Reign, intituled “An Act for the suppression of 
voluntary and extra-judicial oaths.”

is dei 
giver

A
Clerk 
the n 
to vo 
time i

A. B.
Declared before me at
of -in the County 

----------- day ofof------------ this
.--------188—.

c. b. A
(Justice of the Peace or other functionary authorized by 

law to receive the solemn declaration of any person vol
untarily making the same before him under 37 Vic., 
chap. 37.)

N. B.—Any number of signatures may be proved by the 
declaration, making the change from singular to plural where 
sary. Where an elector is unable to sign and makes his mark in the 
presence of a witness, the above declaration may be varied to suit the 
case.

at the 
of De

A4 same or in
depos
exam

neces-

T\b.
deposDeclaration as to qualification of persons signing petition. ( Under 37 Vic. 

chap. 37.
I of the

solemnly declare,
That I have carefully compared the petition of certain electors of 

to His Excellency the Governor-General in 
Council praying that (here state the purport of the Petition) with the last 
certified Voters’ List in force in the said 
from such comparison I find that the persons who have signed said 
petition are persons named in the said Voters’ List and as I verily be
lieve qualified and competent to vote at the election of a Member ofithe 
House of Commons in the said

And I make this solemn declaration &c,, (remainder as in form “a.”) 
N. B. The above declaration may relate to the whole or part of a 

petition. If it be made with respect to part of the petition only it 
should be varied accordingly.

Where a difference in spelling or otherwise exists between the sig
nature as on the petition and the name as on the Voters’ List which it

-of- in the- ■of- do

the of

of-------------, and that

of

■ -,».
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18 de8ired t0 cxP,ain» a special declaration in explanation should be 
given.

35

ring the 
-seventh 
saion of c.

A declaration or certificate by the Registrar, City or Town Clerk, 
Uerk of the Peace or other proper custodian of the Voters' Lists, as to 
the number of electors in the County or City qualified and competent 
to vote at the election of a Member of the House of Commons at the 
time of the deposit of the petition with the Sheriff or Registrar of Deeds

A. B.

d.
A copy of the Revised Voters’ List in force in the County or City 

at the time of the deposit of the petition with the Sheriff or Registrar 
of Deeds. °

rized by 
$on vol- 
37 Vic.,

I

e.
A declaration or certificate by the Sheriff or Registrar of Deeds of 

or in the County or City named in the petition as to the date of the 
deposit of the petition and the time it remained in his office for public 
examination by any parties.

le same 
i neces- 
c in the 
suit the

/
Two copies of two newspapers containing the notice previous to 

deposit as required by section 6.
True copy,

37 Vic.
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w. C. T. U. WORK IN CANADA.

MRS. AI1JUE CHISHOLM.
I

H Many years ago a woman in Israel, a judge and prophetess, having
heard the voice of the I ,ord in relation to a great work to be done in that 
land, gave the divine command to Barak, who then*went forth to battle in 
behalf of an oppressed people. The most noted leaders were in that com
pany, ten thousand men were under arms and victory was promised, for 
had not the Lord said, “ I wall deliver the enemy into thine hand ?” Still 
the army hesitated. Why did they not move ?

Barak said to Deborah, “If though wilt go with me, I will go.” So 
Deborah arose and went with Barak to Kedesh, where the battle was^ought, 
the victory won and the land had rest.

I
Th
Do
On
Qu
Ma

From that time till the present many battles have been fought between 
truth and error, freedom and oppression, where the the leaders have 
nized and invited the presence of women.

The Deborah of the anti-slavery army, Mrs. Stowe, uttered this

Bril
Thi

will ho]

their wi 
to devil 
detail tl

same pro
phecy as she,with those grand leaders went forth to the aid of a down-trodden 
race. “The Lord will deliver the oppressed people.” That, like the sound of 
Prohibition at the present day was not a popular cry, neither was the work 
praised of men, but a work which was done largely in secret by many, 
because of the varied interests involved. Ridicule, denial and abuse 
used against the truth, but in vain. The work went steadily on, until a 
few years later, the tide of right feeling arose, came nearer and nearer, and 
finally it swept over the whole country, washing away the whole stains of 
slavery, that curse of a nation which delights to call itself free.

The women of Canada having heard the voice of the lord in secret, 
hearing the Barak-call from the leaders in this great army of temperance 

workers. Not only that, but they hear more loudly and frequently the cry 
of the enslaved people, the wail of little ones who suffer and die under the 
reign of the tyrant, and the bitter moaning of those who wish for death, 
but no death comes.

The
were

The
local U 
i too. 
importa

They have gone in and out of homes saddened by a 
great sorrow and have sat silent before the hopelessness of broken-heartedI

I;
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w. C. T. Û. WORK IN CANADA. 37
wives and mothers whose very effort to conceal the cause of their grief only 
made it more apparent.

Our women see, too, that their homes are in danger. While some happy 
homes have been entered and their peace destroyed, what guarantee is 
there that other happy homes may not be touched with the same blight ? 
.So, in self-protection and in the interests of humanity, they have united to 
help in freeing this people from a tyranny greater than that exercised over 
the people of Israel, and from a slavery of both soul and body into which 
so many thousands of our people have sold themselves. While they work 
they continue to look forward with the 
when this land—now grown to be a country among the countries of the 
world, and this people a nation—shall have rest.

1 he W. C. T. Unions of Canada, are classed as follows 

Dominion Women’s Christian Temperance Union.
Ontario Provincial “ “ “
Quebec Provincial “ “ “
Maritime Provincial “ “ “

■S3, having 
me in that 
3 battle in 
that com- 
mised, for 
1 ?” Still

gaze of prophecy to the time

go.” So 
asRmght,

t between 
ive recog-

British Columbia Province Women’s Christian Temperance Union. 
The Dominion Union was organized in Montreal in Oct. 1883, and 

■ will hold its first meeting- which meetings are to be held once in two 
same pro- I years—in the early part of 1885. Its aim will be to unite more closely in 
n-trodden I their work the Christian temperance women of the different provinces, and 
sound of ■ to devise plans for the general good ; these to be largely carried out in 
the work ■ detail throughout the Provincial Unions, 
by many,
)use were 
n, until a 
tarer, and 
stains of

The officers are

Mrs. L. Youmans, President.
“ Addie Chisholm, Ontario,
“ Middleton, Quebec,
“ Todd, New Brunswick,
“ Pollard, British Columbia..
“ Tilton, Corresponding Secretary. 

Miss Renard, Recording Secretary. 
Mrs. Steadman, Treasurer.

Vice-Presidents.

in secret, 
nperance 
!y the cry 
mder the 
or death, 
ned by a 
i-hearted

FThe Ontario Provincial Union, organized in 1877, now comprises 49 
local Unions, with a membership, according to latest quarterly report, of 

The attention of this Union has been largely directed to the great 
importance of introducing scientific instruction in temperance into our

r
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land.
effecti
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public schools. Dr. Richardson’s Temperance Lesson Book, and other 
books, have been widely circulated in teachers’ conventions and elsewhere. 
Petitions have been presented to School Boards, etc., and recently a depu
tation of ladies from this Union waited upon the Minister of Education, 
asking that temperance text books be introduced into our public schools, 
to which request a very favorable reply was received, 
tions and Associations have been approached, and correspondence had 
with Synods, Conferences and Assemblies, on the medical use of alcohol 
and the use of unfermented wine at the Lord’s Table. 20,000 tracts have

Medical Conven-

been sent out during the year from the Literary Department of the Union, 
and more than fifty newspapers supplied regularly with temperance items. 
2,174 meetings have been held by local Unions, and 1,864 signatures to 
the pledge have been obtained by individual effort, exclusive of signa
tures given at public meetings. Three Y. W. C. T. Unions are in connec
tion with this Union, under whose control and supervision Boys’ Schools,

successfully carried on.
wrm this

ted.Girls’ Sewing Schools and Bands of Hope are 
There are eleven different departments of work in connection
Provincial Union, each Committee being actively at work.

LIST OF DEPARTMENTS. 3
1. Plan of Work.
2. Literature.
3. Prison and Jail Work.
4. Legislative.
5. Press.
6. Unfermented Wine.

4
5

Tabl
6
7

7. County Fairs.
8. S. S. Temperance Work and Juvenile Unions.
9. Presenting the Claims of Temperance to Religious and other

Bodies.
10. Scientific Instruction in Temperance.
11. Y. W. C. T. Unions.

President, Mrs. Addie Chisholm, Ottawa. 
Cor.-Secretary, Mrs. M. Fawcett, Scarboro’.

The Quebec Provincial Union was organized in Montreal, October 
17th, 1883. Starting with 18 auxiliary local Unions and a membership of 
over 900, this Association bids fair to become a power for good in the

Frei
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Although the Provincial Society has been so recently formed, 
effective work has been done for some time by local Unions, the first 
W. C. T. U. in this Province having been organized at Stanstead by Mrs.

The education of the children in

id other 
sewhere. 
a depu- 

lucation, 
schools, 
Conven- 
nce had 
f alcohol 
acts have 
e Union, 
:e items, 
atures to 
of signa- 
i connec- 
1 Schools, 
rried on. 
wmi this

Pierce, of Boston, Mass., in 1877. 
temperance principles has received the special attention of very many 
Unions throughout this Province, and, according to the last report, nearly 
1,000 children are members of the Bands of Hope. Public meetings have 
been promoted, literature distributed, free reading rooms and coffee rooms 
established, petitions circulated against licenses, temperance picnics held, 
introduction of temperance text books into public schools attempted, cot-

of individual worktage and mothers’ meetings held, and a great amount 
done that has greatly aided and strengthened the cause of temperance in 
this Province. There is one Y. W. C. T. Union at Point St. Charles

will be found tontly formed, which is already doing active work, and 
social power, whose weight and influence for good cannot be estima

ted.
list of departments.

Heredity and Hygiene.
2. Scientific Instruction.

Sunday School and Juvenile Work.
4. Temperance Literature and Influencing the Press.
5. Evangelistic Work among Railroad Employees, Soldiers and Sailors, 

and to secure the use of the unfermented juice of the grape at the Lord’s

3-

Table.
6. Prisons and Police Stations, and Work among Intemperate Women.

37. Social—including
' I1. Y. W. C. T. Unions. 9

2. Kitchen Garden.
3. Flower Mission.
4. Parlor Meetings.

8. Legislation and Petitions.
President, Mrs. Middleton, Quebec. 
Cor. Sec’y, Miss Lamb,

Imd other

3
VOttawa.

Scarboro’.
iProvincial Union for New Brunswick was organized atFour years ago a

Fredericton, in that Province, the first local union having been formed at 
Moncton in 1875. In 1883 this Provincial Union was merged into a

' :,11, October 
bership of 
3d in the

-m•■mi



ai
\;

W. C. T. U. WORK IN CANADA.40

Maritime Union formed at Fredericton, which includes Auxiliary Union, 
from the three Provinces, N. B., N. S., and P. E. I. The exact number of 
members is not fhrnished, but, if we judge by the work accomplished, there 
must be very many willing workers in behalf of this cause in these eastern 
provinces. The work done has been :

1. Establishment of coffee and reading rooms, soup kitchens and sew
ing schools.

2. Formation of Bands of Hope.
3. Holding Temperance news meetings and providing popular lectures

1
29th
ingtc
dilig
Nati
ordii
Uni<
and
pers

and distributing temperance literature.
4. Promoting scientific instruction on temperance.
5. Urging the use of unfermented wine at the Lord’s table.
6. House to housj; visitation.

,■ President, Mrs. (Dr.) Todd, St. Stephen. 
Secretary, Miss Ella Thorne, Fiton.

(

1 The Provincial Union of British Columbia was organized in 1883, and 
comprises two local Unions, one in Victoria and one in New Westminster, 
with a membership of 140. In addition to the branches of work under
taken by the other Provincial Unions, this society has declared in favor of 
the ballot for women.

into

the
of 1<President, Mrs. Pollard, Victoria. 

Cor. Sec’y, Mrs. D. A. Jenkins, “I
of k

In Manitoba two local Unions have been organized during the last year. 
One in Winnipeg, of which Mrs. Monk is President, Mrs. Somerset, Cor. 
Sec’y, and one in Brandon in the same Province. These are just beginning 
the good work, and at the close of another year will have doubtless a 
record to give of many useful measures planned and executed, by means 
of which reformatory, educational, preventative and legislative work will 
have been effectively accomplished.
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is and sew instituted in the city of New York, SeptemberThis organization was 

29th, 1842, to supplement, solidify and perpetuate the results of the Wash
ingtonian Reformation. For forty one years the Order has been working 
diligently and increasing in numbers and power. It is now composed of a 
National Division, forty Grand Divisions, and nearly three thousand Sub
ordinate Divisions embracing every State and'nearly every Territory of the 
Union—also, Canada, Great Britain, and the Islands of both the Atlantic 
and the Pacific Oceans, and it has enrolled more than three millions of

jlar lectures

L Stephen, 
i, Fiton. Canada has six Grand Divisions, a great number of Subordinate Divis

ions, and an aggregate membership of about thirty thousand.
This Society has for its fundamental principle total abstinence from all 

intoxicating drinks. It presents a fraternal combination to meet and over- 
the social allurements of intemperance and the combined influence of 

the liquor traffic. Its beautiful and instructive ritual, filled with the spirit 
of love, and self-sacrifice for the welfare of others, appeals to the highest 
faculties of human nature. The plain and simple constitution, practical code 
of laws, sound financial basis, co-operation, sympathy and union with tlje 

the last year. I moral and Christian elements of the country, are making it one of the most 
imerset, Cor. I powerful agencies against intemperance and the liquor traffic in the world, 
ust beginning | The growing temperance sentiment of the country necessitates permanent .

organisation, in order that the good accomplished by the Murphy Move- 
and previous efforts may be perpetuated. The experience, moral, 

numerical and pecuniary strength of the Sons of Temperance, offers every 
advantage necessary to satisfy the requirements of such an organization. 
Its membership is composed of the best class of persons of both sexes, old 
and young, who are actuated by a common purpose of reclaiming the fallen 
and throwing around them an influence calculated to benefit them morally, 
socially and intellectually.

The Order aims to educate the children in the principles of total abstin
ence, through organizations of the Cadets cf Temperance, superintended 
and managed by the Divisions, and create a wide-spread public sentiment
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ï 42 THE SONS OF TEMPERANCE.

in favor of total abstinence, and to support and aid in carrying forward all 
vements designed , to Suppress the vice of intemperance. Not only does 

it aim to reform and save the drunkard, but also seeks to throw safeguards 
around the innocent, which shall prevent them from becoming victims to 
the vice of intemperance.

, ; Ttle division Room is an educator, and possesses the charm of a, social 
circle, where theré exists the warm fraternal feeling and a community of 
interest., Those Who enter this group come into an assembly of sympa
thetic friends, who receive them into cordial fellowship, and take à kindly 
interest in their welfare. As the bar room has its social fascinations, so 
this Order aims to render temperance attractive. In addition to the social 
features, new and beautiful ceremonies are employed. The exercises at the 
regular meetings are always of an interesting character, being an agreeable 
blending of business and social recreation. Its grand purpose is indisput
ably an offspring of the Gospel. Its principles,, laws find practices 
accordance with its motto, « Love, Purity and Fidelity.1’

Since the Order was first instituted, it has been steadily at work spring 
the fallen and advancing temperance sentiment among the people, Many 
of the leading apd most influential statesmen and orators, of the past and 
present, commenced their work in the Division Room, and owe a portion 
of their success to the Sons of Temperance, oif which they are still members.

The following are the present officers of the National Division : z 
# Dennisson, 27 North Third Street, Philadelphia, Penn.; Charles 

A. Everett, St. John, N. B.; Rev. R. Alder Temple, 183 Hollis Street, 
Halifax, N. S.; Wm. A. Duff, tar North Ninth Street, Philadelphia, Penn.: 
Rev. C, Henry Mead, Hornellsville, ff,Y.; Mrs. G. L Sanford, New Haven, 
Conn.. George P. Bliss, Brandon, Manitoba.

The next Annual Session will be held at Mouhtain lake Park, Mary
land, commencing on the 8th day of July, 1885.
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kOYAL TEMPLARS OF TEMPERANCE,
a social 
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’87,7 “ made a ^-operative association, with the view of carrying 
the Mutual Benefit principle to the advantage of total abstainers. On the 
3rd day of October, ,878, Pioneer Council No. ., was organized in the city 

oronto, Ont. by the founder of the order, Cyrus K. Porter, through 
he efforts and ,nfluence of James H. Clark the present G. V. C. of the 

(.rand Council of Ontario, and rapid progress has since been made. This 
progress has been due partly to the efficiency of the organizer employed, 
partly to the completion of a union with the United Temperance Associa
tion. This Union connects with the R. T. a Urge number of non-bene- 
ficiary members organized in what are called Subordinate Councils, and 
doing a great and good temperance work. Canada has now a Grand 
Council and two Provisional Councils, ,40 select Councils with about 3000 
members, and over fifty subordinate Councils with a membership of about

and
saving 
Many 

1st and 
portion 
nbers.

Charles
Street,
Penn.;

Haven,

steps were taken at the organization of the Grand Council of Ontario 
to obtain separate Beneficiaty Jurisdiction for Canada, and as fast as this

5n=t.nreolOW” Benefidary dePlrtmCnt a“0rdi"« th= general

THE OBJECTS OF THE ORDER, 
briefly stated, are as follows: To promote temperance, industry and morality 
among all dasses ; to prevent, by all just means, the growth of intemper
ance, by discountenancing the manufacture, sale and use of all mto.uJiL 'it;
liquors ; to rave the young, lift up the fallen, strengthen the weak, visit tte I
sick, bury the dead, protect the widow, and assist the orphan ; to provide a I
sure and subtann.1 benefit to the heir, or dependents of a wotthy d^ I
ceued member, and to aid members during disability from sickness or '!
accident 1 H8
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44 ROYAL TEMPLARS OK TEMPERANCE.

The Order is strictly a Temperance organization, as mo person can pass 
its threshold and obtain its benefits who does not believe in a Suprente 
Being and will not sign, and faithfully maintain, a pledge of Total Absti
nence ; and it seeks the entire1 overthrow of the liquor traffic by legal pro
hibition. The most rigid medical examination is required for beneficiary 
membership, every medical examination being carefully reviewed by the 
Supreme Medical Examiner before a certificate car. be issued.

As a Benevolent Order we have been no less successful, our assessments 
only averaging nine per year. Xo deaths or sickness from intemperance— 
that slow but. sure system of moral and physical suicide. 
collected on the mutual assessment plan ; the amount of assessment being 
graded according to age, and based upon the American Life Expectancy 
Tables, and not upon guess work. Males and females are divided into two 
classes respectively, each class mèeting its own assessments. The amount 
of benefits are : $500, $1,000, $2,000.

The amounts paid at each assessment are for a 
DEATH BENEFIT

Benefits are

of $500 $1,000 $2,000 
$0 25 $0 50 $t 00

o 28 o 55 1 ro
o 30 o 60 1 20
0 34 0 67
o 38
o 43 o 85
o 50
o 63 1 25

Class A, from 16th to 25th birthday,
“ B, “ 25th to 30th “
“ C, “ 30th to 35th “
“ D, “ 35th to 40th “
“ E, “ 40th to 45th “
“ F, “ 45th to 50th “
“ G, “ 50th to 55th <•
“ H, “ 55 th to 60th “

And remain the same as long as membership is kept in good standing. In 
case of permanent total disability for life, one half of the death benefit is 
advanced during life, and the remainder payable at death.

1 35 
0 75 i 5° 

I 70 
00 2 00

* 5°
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THE INDEPENDENT ORDER OF GOOD 
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It is a little more than thirty years since the Independent Order of 
Good Templars was instituted. It was originated in the State of New 
York, has since spread over the whole civilized world, and 
to be the largest Temperance organization in existence.

The I. O. G. T. is one of the secret societies.

now claims

, ... Admission to its mem
bership is obtainable only by a regular form of proposal, ballot and initia
tion. All its members are bound by a solemn obligation to abstain from 
the beverage ure of all intoxicating liquors, to work for the advancement^ 
the temperance cause, to promote each other’s welfare, and to keep/secret 
the private signs and tokens by which they recognize each when 
objects of their efforts are, as stated in their ritual, “ To lift up thosfe 
are sunk low in the scale of human degradation, and restore them to 
family, friends and society, to save the young, pure and virtuous from ker 
falling into the snares of the tempter, and to hasten the hour wh 
means of intoxication shall be driven from our midst.” 1

Lodge business is transacted according to correct padjggjenwy rules 
devotional exercises open and close every meeting, time is set apart for 
social intercourse, literary and musical entertainment, &c., &c., and the 
whole proceedings of these meetings are carefully planned, with ai view to 
moral, social and intellectual improvement. Want of space will not per
mit us to give details, of the Society’s plan of organization, the duties of 
t e varjous officers, and other matters with which many of our readers are 
doubtless already familiar. u .

The Right Worthy Grand Lodge is the supreme head of the Order, 
ft is composed of representatives elected from 78 Grand Lodges, and 
these in their turn represent upwards of 6,000 subordinate Lodges, with 
an aggregate membership of about 300,000, besides a huge number of 
children who are receiving special temperance teaching in what are called 
Juvenile Lodges. Canada has six Grand Lodges, having jurisdiction Over 
about 450 subordinate Lodges, with a total membership of about
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This Order is specially strong in the United States. It is doing excel
lent work tn England, Ireland, Scotland, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Ger
many, Gibraltar, Malta, Cyprus, Egypt, South Africa, China, Japan, Austra
lia, New Zealand, the Sandwich Islands, the Bermudas, Jamaica, and other 
countries ; even the high seas float prosperous lodges on board ships of 
both the British and United States navies, all working in one fraternity, 
under the same obligation, and with the same laws, customs and recogni
tions of membership. The ritual of its beautiful and impressive ceres 
monies is published in eight languages, and calls are being made for other 
translate, :=■, to supply still further extensions of its activity and usefulness. 
The I. C G. T. seeks to confer its privileges upon all whom it can bene
fit. It was the first organization to put women on an equal footing with 

eligibility to all the privileges and rights of membership and official 
position. All ranks and colors enjoy its benefits. It labors for the allevi
ation of sorrow, the suppressioh of wrong, and the better * 
humanity of its cardinal teaching, “The Fatherhood of God 
brotherhood of man.”

The following are the present Officers of the Right Worthy Grand 
Lodge

.. men in

cognition by 
and the

R. W. G. T.............
R. W. G. C........... .
R. W. G. V. T.......
R. W. G. S..............
R. W. G. T.............

................ John B. Finch, Lincoln, Neb.

............ Dr. Oronhyateka, London, Ont.
........Mrs. S. A. Leonard, Boston, Mass.
.....D. P. Sagendorph, Charlotte, Mich.
..................... Uriah Copp, jr., Loda, Ill.
Rev. H. F. Chreitzberg, Sumpter, S. C.

R. W. G. M...................P. J. Chisholm, Truro, Nova Scotia.
R. W. G. D. M...................... Ella S. Mason, Biddeford, Me.
R. W. G. I. G................. Sallie T. Embrie, Marshallton, Pa.
R. W. G. O. G....
C. S. J. T.............

R. W. G. Chap.

..... w- T. Greenwood, Baltimore, Md.
............ Miss Gertrude Cushman, Ohio.

P. R. W. G. T..............G. B. Katzenstein, Sacramento, Cal.
The next Annual Session will be he'd 

26th, 1885.
at Toronto commencing May
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DEBATE ON PROHIBITION.

HOUSE OF COMMONS, OF CANADA.
(Ftom the Official Reports.)

House of Commons, Ottawa, March 5th, 1884.

fh= pubte disadvantage ' dlsc°'iragement and suppression of whatever teids to

vniH d P„teA Prec®ding legislation, the evils of intemperance remain so vast in 
per® rod national me^™ ’ 50 d=8trUcti',= ln =»«='' »= «° «™«tule a social

ngJanV^^^

intoxicatlT^uoSZ^eXe^ur^8 ““ manufacture and sal, of

He said : I do not think it necessary to offer any apology for asking the attention 
o the House to this Resolution. I think it will be generally agreed by the members 
of this House, that the functions of Parliament are of two kinds. It is, of course, 
the duty of Parliament carefully to scrutinize and supervise the details of all enact
ments upon subjects that come under its purview ; and it is equally the important 
duty of Parliament to investigate as carefully, and to discuss as thoroughly, the 
principles upon which its legislation is founded in order that such legislation may be 
as effective andas salutary as possible. Subjects for legislation, sir, do not often 
take their rise in Parliament Itself; but they generally arise from the wishes, the 
necessities, or the grievances of the people outside of Parliaméitt, and after a course 
of agitation in the public mind, they add their way to Parliament where they de: 
mand consideration, discussion and settlement. I am here to day to atate that in my 
humble opinion there is no stronger feeling in the hearts and minds of the people of 
this country upon any subject whatever than the feeling with reference to the traffic 
of intoxicating liquors, and the best meads of mitigating the evils arising therefrom 
or ofdoing away with, them altogether so far as possible ; and I desire tiwfay to giro 
expression, so far as I possibly cad, to what I think are the wishes, the feelings • 
desires on this matter of at least a wry large portion of the people of Caned. Ï 
kn?” th*' however feeble mid hesitating my words may be, there wili be in them .

Mr. Foster Moved,

l May
;

■
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1 am not going to say how large, or how ghe°|”^’o°rJ°ycmbut i know this much, 

mands of the people lor legislation agains 1 , this Parliament a most
«ha, aboutten years ago there.^"r, and

48
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the House petitions signed by tens an s Councils, by the officers of
women ; , think there were* “ZZeseltative in the.r 

great religious bodies which wer y the «able from at
character ; and if I mistake no,.  ̂“ JeÎof !"s Dominion, and the prayer of 

least two or three of the Provincial g ^ ^ (he Resolutions which I have

îL'prTJntdr,:: Hr:r “much with reference ,0 the constituency which ,s 

interested in this matter.

1

f think I may also safely say «ha, ZT,i

since then, this/e=ll’’g hj*S ““.XT'there a^arge constituency of persons in Canada 
and more intensified. Not on y intoxicating liquors should be pro-
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the conditions of labour as favourable a y seventeen years
the greater development of our am wiîhffi the mark in saying
which have elapsed since Confederation, traffic would,
that the money which has been spent ^ ^ ^ gatbe,ed

~ IZTW SSSLZSZ by the operation o, this same traffic^ 
An important subject of legislation is that which^ concerns,,migration, and ^e 

policy of bringing in people from abroa “ “ a virtue ,0 contribute to the
labor, to develop it, resources, and by, their industry audv,^ ^ ^ x ^ ^

permanency and the beauty of the civ seventeen years which have elapsed
I am within the mark when I say that dun h Dominion, from its eastern

■ since Confederation, the result of the liquor tramcin ^ ^ ^««i, and
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been brought into it by the immigration policies of all Governments from Confeder
ation to the present time.

Sir, we are concerned with the development and good government of our country 
as well, and it is the object of our deepest and best consideration that such legisla
tion should be placed upon the Statute Books of this country, so far as our powers 

will contribute to the development and prosperity, to the continuedextend, as
peace and good order of the communities which make up this country, and yet I 
within the mark when I say that the evils resulting from the liquor traffic in Ihe 
Dominion have done more to retard the prosperity of the country, and to sow germs 
of disorder and discontent,than any other evils probably with which this country has 
been afflicted. So I say, sir, if we look at the importance of this question, we may 

that this Parliament is not going beyond its duty, and that hon. membersbe sure
are not going beyond their privilege when they venture to call the attention of the 
House to the best means of dealing with, and of mitigating the serious evils whiche elapsed I 
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result from this traffic.
Sir, if the object <?f good government be to protect what is good, to prevent 

what is evil, and to develop, so far as we can, the best in society and in the nation.
I do not know of any question which towers higher, which comes nearer, which 
appeals more strongly for solution, than the one we have under consideration to^ 
day. And, sir, if we regard, on the one banfl, the magnitude and dearness of those 
interests which are affected by it, and iPwe regard on the other hand, the magnitude 
of the mischiefs which are, and which have been, wrought by it, the wonder is; not 
that this request has come to-day into Parliament, but that it has not sooner come, 
that it has not been more constantly and more importunately preferred. If we lot* 
into the country, and see what has taken place there within the last twenty years; if 
we look at the hold this question has taken upon the best heart and best brain of the 
Dominion, if we watch the forces in all their departments, which are displayed, and 
the activity at work with respect to this great question,-I say if we look at this we 
will come to the conclusion that this is no idle demand which has been made, and is 
now being made of this Parliament, but that it is a deep and wide-spread current of 
feeling and thought which is setting in towards the doors of Parliament, and is no 
idle and no vain thing. Therefore, I move these Resolutions this afternoon, feeling 
that a very large constituency of the people of Canada are in sympathy with them, 
and feeling as well t^at the importance of the subject demands the very best and 
most serious consideration that any body of men in any deliberative assembly can 
give to it. And, sir, I hope this will be the initial step in an agitation already begun 
and carried on in this country, an agitation begun, and which I hope will be carried 
out in Parliament, which will not stop until the strongest possible moral sentiment 
from without, shall have bem aided and supplemented by the very strongest possible 
legal enactment from within the halls of Parliament.

The Resolution which I move to-day is a simple one. It has to do in the first 
place with intoxicating liquors as a beverage only. It has nothing to do with the 
manufacture, importation or sale of intoxicating liquors considered as articles ot use 
i n chemical, mechanical or scientific ways. It simply brings down the matter 4oa 
discussion of thé method upon ivhicb legislation should proceed with feapedt te the
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5<DEBATE ON PROHIBITION.

better or more practical proof in the beginning than this, that the attitude which 
Government and popular mind has assumed towards the liquor traffic in the last 
fifty years, is one of the best indications that there is something radically wrong in 
that traffic, otherwise such an attitude would not be assumed. What is that atti
tude ? It is an attitude of opposition, of aggressive opposition, of continued and 
strengthening repugnance and hostility. I ask you to think of any Anglo-Saxon 
Government to-day which during the last twenty years has not set its face more and 

in a position of determined hostility with reference to the liquor traffic, has not 
watched it as an enemy, has not looked upon it as ruinous, has not hampered it by 
checks and restrictions, by limitations and prohibitions. Sir, I say that the history 
of legislation within the last fifty years in all Anglo-Saxon countries, with reference t,o 
the treatment of the liquor traffic, has been a history in which these two things have 
been marked : First, suspicion and the open expression of hostility to the traffic from 
Governments ; and in the second place, the aggressive nature of thejimitations and 
restrictions and prohibitions which have been thrown around it. I make the state-
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ment here to-day, which I think is a moderately fair one, that there is no Anglo-Saxon 
Government which would dare to sweep away all the restrictions upon the liquor 
traffic, or if it did sweep them away could live six months after having done so. I 
also think I am right in making the statement, that there is no Government or party 
in Anglo-Saxon countries to-day which can take away a single restriction which at 
present is put about the traffic without the loss of party prestige and public favor by 
that relaxation. I think this proves at least that there must be something radically 
wrong in the traffic when these are the attitudes of Governments towards it, and in 
such an aggressive and continued way. :

But if the attitude of Government has continually shown a repugnant and an 
increasing hostility to the traffic, much more can this be affirmed of the popular 
feeling of the Anglo-Saxon race. Sir, I do not know of a single public legalized evil, 

single evil legalized or unlegalized, which has drawn forth so strong, so wide and y 
so representative expressions of disapproval as has this same traffic within the half 
century which has just passed by. Allow me, Sir, to call the attention of the House 
to some of these expressions which have just leaped up from the deep sea of.the 
popular feelings of the Anglo-Saxon world, which have cbrystallized themselves into 
expressions, which are living and will continue imperishable as an index of the 
attitude of the popular mind with reference to this traffic. Long ago in the British 
Houseof Lords—I think nearly two centuries ago, certainly more than one century 
ago—Lord Chesterfield in speaking of the prohibition of the traffic in ardent spirits, 
amongst other things, said these memorable words :

" Let us crush these artists in human slaughter, who have reconciled their country 
to sickness and ruin, and spread over the pitfall of debauchery such a bait as cannot 
be resisted."

I

Sir, in 1839, Lord Brougham, that man of great brain,, and great purposes aa well, 
uttered theee word, :

•• To what good i, it that the Legielature should paw laws to punish crime, or that 
their Lordships should occupy themselves in trying to improve the moral,1 ofthe 
peoDle by giving them education ? What could be the use of growing a little seed 
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■■ Of this he was perfectly certain, that if the great drink trade expanded itself 

every year, and continued its activity in intoxicating and poisoning the men of this 
country they would be every year losing their power of self-government And thesafety 
which came with it, and those very centres that ought to be their safety would ibe-

iroduce 
med to

come their chief dangers." ,
Sir, in 1877,the British Parliament appointed a Committee of the House of Lords 

who went into a long two years investigation with reference to the evils coming from 
intemperance, and there is this pregnant sentence which occurs in the beginning of 
this report :

1 in my

til l cries.

great communities, deeply sensible of the miseries caused by intemper
ance ; witnesses of the crime and pauperism which directly spring from it ; conscious 
of the jbontsynination to which their younger citizens are exposed ; watch
ing withrmiveanxiety the growth of female intemperance on a scale so vast, and at 
a rate of \progression,so rapid as to constitute a new reproach and new danger ; be
lieving that not only the morality of their citizens, but their commercial prosperity, 
is dependent upon the diminution of these evils ; seeing also th^kh.11 that general 
legislation has been able to effect has been some improvement in public order, while 
it has been powerless to produce any perceptible decrease of intemperance, it would 
seem somewhat hard when such committees are willing, at their own cost and hazard, 
to grapple with the difficulty, and undertake their own purification, that the legisla
ture should refuse to create for them the necessary machinery, or to entrust them

id.'

alienate

; temper-

e demon
iov6 this

with the requisite powers."
The Lord Archbishop of Canterbury states :
** There is one dreadful evil overspreading the whole land, which makes havoc of 

our workingmen—the evil of intemperance. Unless you make distinct and positive* 
efforts against it you will be neglecting an evil which is eating out the very heart of 
society, destroying domestic life among our working classes, and perhaps doing greater 
injury than any other cause that could be named in this age."

Goldwin Smith, our own, I suppose I may call him, profound and philanthropic 
thinker, says :

"Itis too clear that the rapid extension of this system of saloon drinking is 
threatening the very life of the community ; that it is producing a physical and moral 
pestilence more deadly in the deepest sense than any other plague which stalks the 
infected cities of the East ; that it is bringing great masses of our working classes into 

self-imppsed bondage, more complete and more degrading than slavery itself ; that 
it is not only filling the preset# with unspeakable missry and vice ; but blighting the 
prospects of labor for the future."

The London Telegraph says :
“ Our revenue may derive some unholy benefit fçom the sale of alcohol, but the 

entire trade is nevertheless a covenant with gin and death."
The New York Tribune, which, of all papers of this continent, might be expected 

to say the least stirring and pointed thing with reference to the liquor traffic, in its 
issue of Feb. 20th says :

‘ Many people who pride themselves on their practicality 
the opponents of the liquor traffic as mere • sentimentalists.' No doubt there is much 
sentiment inthat,opposition, but it is sentiment.based upon thé hardest of facts. The 
truth is that if all the ofherevils that afflict society are put together they will not 
nearly equal in weight and sinister effects the one enormous and universal mischief of 
intemperance. Whenever we turn, in short, we encounter this pubtie and sinister 
agency. It is a blight which lies heavy upon our civilization, and which will have to 
be cleared away before that civilization can become an object of just pride, and 
satisfaction."
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that the same quantity o( port weighing 2i( oz. contains 16 oz of water, 4 ox. t f 
alcohol, and ij oz. of other material. The same quantity of brandy, zoi oz. in 
weight, contains 9} oz. of water, toj oz. alcohol, and 1 oz. of other malarial. Rpm, 
that expressive, but not very classically named liquor, in the same quantity, weigh
ing ao 1/48 oz., has 5 oz. of water, 15 oz. of alcohol, and 1/48 oz. of other material.
Gin, weighing zo, oz., has 12 oz. of water, 8 oz. of alcohol, and nothing of other 
material. These figures go to show the make up of these liquors scientifically, and if 
we apply the analysis tp all the different kinds of alcoholic liquors, we shall find 
that the principle constituents are alcohol and water. Now, Sir, it is not at all- 
necessary for me to speak Of the results or good qualities of water; we are all cog
nizant of thefh. What we have to do then is to ask what ii this substance, 
alcohol, which makes up the chief basis of all alcoholic liquors? To whom shall 
we go for an answer, if we do not go to the medical and scientific men, and I wish, if 
the House will allow me, to read a statement, short as I can possibly make it, of the 
attitude and the opinion of medical and scientific men as shown by the utterances of 
great bodies of these men on this matter. In 1847, two thousand and upwards of 
England's eminent medical men signed and published a declaration to this effect.:

1. We are of opinion That a very large proportion of human misery, including 
poverty, disease and crime, is induced by the use of alcoholic or fermented liquors 
as beverages ; that total and universal abstinence from alcoholic liquors, and intoxi
cating beverages of all sorts, would greatly contribute to the health, the prosperity, 
the morality and the happiness of the human race,”

Later still, one hundred and upwards of the representative physicians and acien, 
tific medical men of New York signed and published the following declaration of

their Vtows^^ ^ alarming prevalence and ill effects of intemperance with which 
none are so familiar as the members of the medical profession, and which have called 
forth from eminent English physicians the voice of warning to the people ofGreat 
Britain, concerning the use of alcoholic beverages, we, the undersigned members of 
the medical profession of New York and vicinity, unite ,m the declwation that we 
believe alcohol should be classed with other powerful drugs; that when prescribed 
medicinally, it should be with conscientious caution, and a sense of gravé responsi-
b'k'^2. We ire of opinion that the uae of alcoholic liquor as a beverage is productif 
of a large amount of physical d»«as3 ; that it entails diseased appetites upon off
spring ; and (hat it is the cause of a large per centage of the crime and pauperism of

medical and other science, art and mechanism. , i_ , .
T his is signed by the President and the Professors of the College of Physicians 

and Surgeons ; it is signed by Willard Parker, M. D.; a man eminent in the medical 
world, and by upwafds .of one hundred others of thé representative medical men of 
New York. Not many years ago ninety and upwards of Montreal's foremost 
medical men gave expression to their sentiments in this form':—

"We, the undersigned members of the medical profassihn in Montreal are of
°P™i™ That à large portion of human misery, poverty, disease and crime, is pro,
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tilled, i, consistent with, and conductive to the highest degree of physical and mental 

h'a>* “That abstinence from intoxicating liquors would greatly promote the health,
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^ss^xis^^s^^sstg^s.^.
Drink, who still reigns so triumphantly in the land in which we live.

Dr. Thomson, a Felldw of the Royal Society and Surgeon Extraordinary to His 
Majesty the King of the Belgians, and Surgeon to University College Hospital, says :

" I have long had the convictitin that there is no greater cause of evil, moral and 
physical, in this country than the use of alcoholic beveragesl I do not mean by this

events,» the result of observation during more than twenty years of professional 
life devoted to hospital practice, and to private practice in every rMk atrove it. 
Thus, I have no hesitation in attributing a very large proportion of some of the most 
painful and dangerous maladies which have come under ray notice, as .
which every medical man has to treat, to the ordinary and daily use of fermented 
drink taken in the quantity which is constitutionally deemed moderate. cur
if I ventured one step further it would be to express a belief that there ts no "ingle 
habit in this country which so much tends to deteriorate the qualities of the race 
and so much disqualified it for endurance in that competition which m the natuteol 
things must exist, and in which struggle the prize of superiority must fall to the best 
and to the strongest." .

And as a final evidence I shall quote the words of Dr. Andrew Clark, who is 
known to some gentlemen in this House as a medical authority the world over

- As I looked at the hospital wards to-day and saw that seve^t ,°[ t#“ T“ 
their diseases to alcohol, I could but lameqt that the teaching ebout thu question 
was not more direct, more decisive, more home thrusting than ever it had been.

Can I shy to you any words stronger than these of the terrible effects of the 
abuse of alcohol? It is when I myself think of all these that T am disposed, as I 
have said elsewhere, to rush to the opposite extreme to give up my profession. to gwe 
up everything, and to go forth on a holy crusade, preaching to all men, beware ot 
this enemy o? the race."

Sir, I rest my case, on its scientific aspect, with these testimonies that I have read 
before this titouee, and I hold that we have a perfect right to conclude from them 
that, so far as the voice of science in a medical and physiological way is concerned, 
science puts in no plea for the maintenance of this traffic ; that, on the contrary, its 
whole plea is that the traffic is an enemy to the human race, in the words of the 
celebrated Dr. Clark, and as such it ought to be suppressed, ought not to be allowed
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Well, sir, let us next ask, what is the voice of eôonomic science with reference to 
this liquor traffic ? I am not one of those who believe that the doctrines of the 
political economist are hard cast-iron doctrines, which must be applied in every 
country and at every age, without reference to the differing circumstances and capa
bilities of the country where they are sought to be applied. I have not read very 

ny of these books through, but I believe! have arrived at three or four common 
economic rules, which will commend themselves to this House and to the
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country ; and I am within the bounds of all reason 
being equal, the maximum of prosperity in a country is to be reached

necessary to saycriminal elements. ,
Now, if these four propositions be tr$e—and I dq;«ot thi| 

a single word in attempting to prove their truth—let us a»k .
attitude of the liquor traffic with reference to these four propositions ? I state 
unhesitatingly, and I challenge contradiction anywhere, that the traffic antagonizes 
every one of these simple canons of economic truth. The first one is that countries 
will be most prosperous, other things being equal, when the frugal and proper use of 

all their material resources is ensured. . , . ..
What then with reference to the liquor traffic and the material resources of the 

country? Sir, it commences in a waste of the best and moat prec.ou. mat„,a 
resources of a country. It, Oral Britain to-day it 1. estimated by their most 
eminent statisticians that the ijiilntity of grain destroyed each year in order tomato 
the alcoholic liquors that are consumed in Great Brit,,, amount, to the total sum 
of between 70,000,000 and-80,000,009 bushel» of grain, or of produce équivalent to it > 
some 50,000,000 or 60,000,000 of it is pur,, unadulterated grain. In.the United States 
of America, from 50,009,000 to 60,000,000 bushel* of grain are used up to, the 
manufacture of the alcoholic liquors that are taken in that country, and. 
in our Dominion of Canada, where a partial failure of one of our grain «ops 
has this year produced wide and deeply felt diatnrbancei we every year give up from 
2,500,000 to 3,000,000 bushels of grain, to be made into intoxicating liquors to be
disturbed and used through this country. That male. . total, in the» tbr«.Anglo- 
Saxon countries, of 70.000,030 and 50,000,000 and 3.000,000-In round number 
,25,000 000 of bushels of grain, which are the material resource, upon which , the 
liquor traffic first operates in order to make the wares it bps for distribution. •

Now, let us for a moment look at that immense pyramid of graln-tz5,000:000 of 
bushels, if you please. That can be used In three different ways. We May take it. 
as God, la. given it to m. with all the constituents and reproduction of strong,h in 
the human frame. We may turn it into the channels of food supply, to faedour men 
and our cattle, and it will bring forth its results in fruits ; for any one will tell os that, 
if we put (t to that use, it will be put to the use that God intended it for, and to the 
use that will be of the greatest service totha community and to the people. There 
is another use to which this grain can be put. The torch may be applied to the 
pyramid of grain. 125,000,000 of bushels, and it may be destroyed by fire. In that 
case, sir, it is simply wanton and reckless waste. There is another use to which

House the receipt of a letter from Hi. Excellency's Secretary I was calling thentten-S~
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of this House to the waste of material resources consequent upon this traffic in 
country, and I had just stated that, in these three Anglo-Saxon countries, at 

least 125,000,000 of bushels of grain, or of produce of equal value, were destroyed in 
the manufacture of these liquors. I was proceeding to state that there were three 

to which this grain might be put—the one legitimate use of food supply ; it could 
be burned and so recklessly and wantonly destroyed ; or it could be distilled and 
brewed into a liquid which lost the food properties of the original grain, and which 
contained deleterious and poisonous qualities such as have been pointed otit in the 
medical and scientific testimony I have read before this House. Now I state -this, 
that if it be a proper canon of economic truth that the frugal and proper use of alt 
material resources is necessary to the maximum prosperity of a country, that traffic 
which deliberately destroys so much, as 3,000.000 of bushels of grain in our own 
country, so much as 56,000,000 of bushels of. grain in the United States or so much 
as 76,000.000 bushels of grain in Great Britain and destroys its food value, and turn» 
it into something which is not valuable as a food but is destructive and deleterious as 
a beverage, I say that the traffic stamps itself as antagonistic to a country in that- 
economic sense, it offends against the simple rule, the proper and legitimate use of 
the material resources of the country.■ f •. • , . .6

Well, sir, let us go one step further and ask what is the attitude of this liqnor 
traffic to the laborpower of a country ? For we laid it down as a second rule that the 

prosperity of a country, other things being equal, was to be reached by a 
wise conservation and employment of its labor power. Well, sir, I find in the first 
place tEat in the Dominion, 1,411 persons are engaged in breweries, 285 are. engaged 
in distilleries, and I have made ah estimate which I am sure «till not be considered 
excessive that 10,000 persons are engaged In Thé distribution of alcoholic liquors. 
Thus we reach a total of 12,000 parsons who are engaged in the manufacture and 
distribution of alcoholic liquors in the Dominion of Canada. Now, sir, I state this,
nd I do it calmly and deliberately, believing that it cannot successfully be contra

dicted, that all the labor of these 1,411 men employed in breweries, of these 285 men 
employed in distilleries, and of these-lo.ooo persons engaged in the distribution of 
alcoholic liquors, , is laborwhicfi to say the least of it, ts lost so far as the proper end 
of labor—which we always keep in view—is concerned. Suppose for the sake of 
illustration, that these 12,000 persons were engaged in a legitimate arid productive 
business-a number of them in the fields at farm work, a number of them in thé 
mines at mining, and a number of them in the various departments of building. 
Suppose, then, I come' up .and say to these 12,000 men : " Come with me and I wil! 
give you work. Leave all the business you are now engaged in, and I will employ 
you for a year and pay you equal or greater wages.” Immediately the 12,000 labor
ers leave off^their work in the field, the mine and the workshops, and T set them 

thie'wav• T emutham “ r,n vonder to the forest, 12.000 of you, and-

er things 
) By foe 
ition and 
re of the 
langerons

ry to say 
hat is the 
l I state 
ttagonizes 
countries 

per use of

cea of the 
1 material 
heir most 
;r to make 
total sum 
dent to it ; 
ited States
up foi
ntry, arid, 
rain crops 
ve up from 
rors to be 
ree Anglo- 
l numbers 
which. the

maximum

:,ooo;ooo of 
iay -take it. 
strength in ! 
odour men ; 
tell us that, 
and to the 

pie. There 
died to that 
re. In that
le to which 
ifocesses by 
turned into 
sent broad- 
bring forth

acin|tot|)e 
ng theatten-

EI

to work in this" way : I say to them, " Go yonder to the forest. 12.000 of yoi 
hew down the tall trees that are growing there, carry foese to the mills which have
been built for the purpose ; have these trees aU sawn into thin strips, and have these 
strips cut into still thinner pieces, and when you have done all this, at the end of the 
year, gather up what you have prepared and apply the torch to it and burn it up. 
Is it not patent to every person who follows the illustration, that, all the labor Of
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those 12,000 men employed in this way during the year, has resulted in nothing, has 

and in the meantime, the field, the mine and the workshop
be controverted,

looking

for alee

and tur 
people

been lost to the country ;
been lying idle ? So, sir, I think, and I do not believe it

employed in the manufacture and distribution of 
is lost to the coun-

that the labor of 12,000 persons,
intoxicating liquors, is labor which, for all productive purposes, 
try And I'say the traffic in intoxicating liquors offends that second 
have laid down, that other things being equal, the maximum prosper,!? of a country 
is to be found in the wise conservation and employment of its labor power.

Not only is that true with reference to the labor employed in the liquor traffic,
this fact, which cannot be left out
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but I wish to call the attention of the House to 
of view, that the traffic in intoxicating liquors destroys and nullifies a large propor- 
tion of our labor power. In 1834, a commission avas appointed by the British House 
of Commons, of which Mr. Buckingham was chairman, and one of the first sent
ences of the report of that commission was the following : ...

» The loss of nroductive labor in every department of occupation to the extent

chieflvTbTlabor is retarded or suppressed to the extent of one million out of

intemperance and consequent unskitlfulness, inattention and neglect °l those afflicted 
by intoxication, producing great injury in our domestic and foreign trade.

Now, sir, that is not the statement of a temperance fanatic ; that is not the state
ment of a parlizan ; it ia the statement of a cool conservative committee, who for 
years investigated this question, and took evidence, and ended by declaring that one 
laborer out of every six had his labor nulliaed and destroyed in Great Britain, so 
far as the production is concerned, as a result of the traffic in intoxicating liquors, 
and that therefore one sixth of the possible production of Great Britain was pre

ted by the fact et the existence of this traffic. Sir, I do not pretend for a moment to 
try like ours is at all comparable to the loss 
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l say tl
say that the loss of labor in a new
of labor in a thickly-settled country like Great Britain, but it is patent to every 
gentleman in this House that a great deal of labor is wasted in Cahada as a direct 
result of the traffic in intoxicating liquors. Suppose as a môderate compensation, 
that every liquor shop, every distributing centre in. Canada, destroys and nullifies 
the labor of at least two individuals ; according to this estimate, in the 10,000 Jiquor 
shops of the Dominion the labor of a force of 20.000 men is nullified, destroyed W 
lout to the country completely, so far as the*, productive power is Concerned, by 
reason of the liquor traffic which exists in our midst. I state, therefore, that tije, 
traffic in alcoholic beverages offends against the second rule which WKave, laid 
down, that, other things being equal, a country will be prosperous in proportion to 
the wise conservation and employment of its labor power.

Sir. let tne go a step further and call the attention of the House to the waste of 
wealth consequent on the liquor traffic. Eminent statisticians in Great Britain an
the United States have made most elaborate calculations on that point, but I pro
pose to take the official calculations. It is calculated that in Great Britain the 
pedple spent last year, §650 000,000 for alcoholic beverages ; it was calculated that 
in the United States the liquor bill amounted to #700,000,000. Well, sir, after
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looking somewhat closely into this subject and making, as I think, a fair and moder
ate estimate, 1 come to the conclusion, and believe, that the people! of Canada Spend 
for alcoholic beverages each year a sura pretty nearly equal to I40.000.000. So, 
sir, in this new country of ours, which so greall 
and turn itfrsurplus wealth into capital for the development of the country, the 
people spend at least #40,000,000 per year.

Now, sir, let me call the attention of the House to another illustration which 
bears upoti this subject. Here is a laborer, and we will suppose that he earns #450 
per year. We will suppose it takes $400 of this amount for the fair and reason- 
able expenses of living for himself and his family. That man, then, has #50 surplus 
left. Now.it is apparent to everyone that the future cf that man, so far as this 
world’s goods are concerned .depends upon the disposition he makes of that #50 surplus. 
If he places it in the savings bank year after year, he is layiagüp something for a 
rainy day and laying the foundation of his own independence. If he investe d 
amount in real estate and gradually makes for himself a home, he is doing the 
thing. But if he goes to a gentleman and gets from him fifty pieces of brown paper 
and hands over #50 and then takes those fifty pieces of brown paper and slips them 
away in a drawer at home, in the opinion of every common sense man he will 
have uselessly spent his surplus, and he will be as poor at the end of the year as at 
the beginning.

But let me go a step further with that illustration : Suppose that man goes into one 
of the low or high dram shops and spen Is the surplus of #50 for intoxicating 
liquors, which does him harm and injures his family as well, every sensible man w.U 
agree with me when I say that he has more than wasted his surplus, for he has used 
it to his own injury and to the iujuty of his family. It is exactly the same with a 
country as with individuals, but in a greater degree, and thâkc »untry which 
its surplus on alcoholic liquors for beverage purposes, which ate so little use and so 
great an injury, wastes its resources and spends where it should not, and prevents 
itself from becoming as rich as the productive resources would entitle it to be. So 
I say the traffic in alcoholic liquors offends against the third rule we have laid down, 
the prudent and careful expenditure of the earnings of labor.

Let me for a. moment call the attention of the House to a third result : We 
laid it down as a rule, too. that the maximum of prosperity, other things being 
equal, wiil.be reached in a country which pas the maximum of non productive and 
of dangerous or criminal elements. What is it, sir, that is one of the first result! 
of the traffic in intoxicating liqüors, either, in a community or in a country ? I is to 
create non-producèrs, more or less of . them ; and every non-producer is a burden , té 
the country and must be maintained by the honest eiroings of the people who do 
work and who do produce. Suppose, for instance, you bavç five laboring men and 
their families, and those five men enter into partnership, pool their earnings and the 

plus of their earnings as well; We will suppose each to be earning #400 a year, 
The five will therefore ear* #2,000. It takes #350, we wittsayi for each man1» ft* 

ble expenses** living, which, gives a-tolal of #t.$5o; so that at the end of the 
the five persons willihaye ^i^pjfls of #250. Suppose cne of tbose five men be- 

incapacitated, ip,rgpy way tom earningha and bis family are stillItept.
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There are, however, but four now earning, and those, at $400 each, will give a total 
oi 91,600 a year. But it taktis *1,750 to keep ,the five families, so that thesis a 
•deficit of $150 because of the throwing out from productive labor of one of those 
five men. This deficit has to be made up out of previous earnings, or it has to go 
as a mortgage on future earnings ; in either way the fifth man who falls out from 
productive labor is a drag and a burden on the four who remain in it. So,-1 say, it 
is plain and clear that every non-producer in the country is a burden to the country 
and has to be kept by the honest labor and out of the honest earnings of the 

people.
Whatever is true in individual cases is true of the nation as a whole, and every 

one who has looked into the subject knows and is certain that the traffic in alcoholic 
liquors results in producing a large nuqjber of persons who are non-producers, who 
do not earn their own living, who are thrown on charity, public or private, and con
sequently retar^d tfae progress of accumulation of wealth of this country. It is the
____with regard to the dangerous and criminal elements which come out of this
traffic as an inevitable result which has been known and appreciated and deplored 
for centuries, and at no time to a greater extent than at the present day. So that 
■the liquor traffic antagonizes that rule whicgi makes jthe prosperity of a country 
amongst other things depend on having a maximum of non-productive and danger- 

criminal elements within its borders, for all those criminal elements have to 
be cared for, restrained and watched, and this country either from its general or 
special funds has to pay, and for the cost of this the people are responsible.

So, sir, when a demand is made for a prohibition of the liquor traffic, I say 
there is no argument that economic science will put forth to withstand this plea: 
That this traffic commences in a waste of raw material, that it 'continues in a waste 
•of the labor resources of the country, that it ends in a waste and deterioration of 
.labor power and of human life. So, sir, when we desire that the liquor traffic 
should be suppressed by legal enactment, we are within the bounds and rules which 
•economic science on every page lays down, and which will join us in declaring that 
the liquor traffic should be legally suppressed in the best economic interests of the

country. > a. •
Now I wish to go from this a step higher. We have been talking about physio

logical science and economic science, but there is something which is higher and 
more important than that, viz.: The social necessities and considerations Which are 

.forced upon us.
Physiological science and economic conditions are worthy of our best attention, 

but these are only the conditions on which society is built up and the social fabric 
is constructed, and this is something of far higher import and far more weighty 
than the others of which I have just made mention. Into tnlttan society certain 
factors enter—some of them for good and some of them for evil. Our educational 
institutions strive to impart to society that intelligente, that knowledge, that in
formation which will at one and the same time give, a guarantee 
and also adorn and beautify it. Art and literal*» and fodtatty come to help** 
factors, for the building upend enrichment sn4éaa«rifyi* W «œtoty.

Invention gives all its contrivances for its cxiffilwrt vV*lf|foWai
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DEBATE ON PROHIBITION. B

plorations and carrying for its enrichment and its wealth ; and all these good forces 
join and unite themselves to make of society a great edifice in which the poorer of 
man, supplemented by the principles and practices of morality, will make a super
structure strong and powerful, and beautiful as well. I say what society demands 
is of far greater consideration to us than what either physiological science or 
economic science demands. When .the liquor traffic enters into society as a factor 
what happens ? I will make my remarks as short as possible, for I don’t want to 
detain the House at too great length, yet I feel it is not demanded of me-in the 
interests of this subject, and those to whom this subject is dear, that I should un
necessarily shorten my remarks, even though some impatience is manifested in 
the House ; but I submit that the importance of the question which I am attempt
ing to treat warrants me in making my remark» sufficiently lengthy to enable me 
to place the question properly before the House and the country.

Now, sir, what happens when this traffic enters as a factor into this beautiful 
structure that we call Society ? I shall not make my remarks very long, but I say 
the first result that comes to our cities and towns, to the distributing centres of strong 
drink, is the creation of idleness, the taking away ol labor from its employment, the 
filling up of the benches of the idle, and the idleness at every distributing centre, 
multiplied by the number of these distributing centres, gives us a vast area of idle
ness produced in the country, of labor taken'from its proper employment, of pro
ductive power stolen from its proper functions. A vast amount of idleness which 
gathers about this liquor traffic ia til its distributing centres. None of us can 
begin to compute, not having the personal knowledge, the loss which every 
year and every hour comes to this country throughout its length and breadth «by 
the idleness which is produced by the liquor traffic.

But not only is idleness produced, but disorder is produced. If there is one 
thing which civilization specially prides itself upon, it is upon having brought the 
genius of order out of the wild wasjes of savagery and barbarism, and having taken 
her by the hand and led her along ip the van/of civilization, says to us that so long 
as good reigns in civilization there will be permanence, there will be progress, there 
will be stability, there will be beauty, and there will be strength of civilisation, as 
well. I state to-day that there is no more potent seed germ of disorder in this or 
any other Anglo Saxon country than that which flow» out of, and is involved in, this 
liquor traffic as it flows through this country. None of us can find out, for we have 
not the scope of mind, the comprehensiveness of mind, to grasp it, the multiplied 
disorders which arise through the coentryout of the germ seeds which are sown 
b/the liquor traffic aa it flourishes among us from year to year. ». 6

What comae next ? Pauperism is injected into satiety ; labor is pulled down 
into idleuess, and the inevitable result is, that that which eheold be wealthy and inde
pendent> able to take care o£ itself» is reduced to a pauper's condition; plenty is 
dragged out of its seat and poverty takes its place.

Go to the,old country, iwsd the record of the Poor Law Unions; read the 
records, parliamentary investigations,and if weuse oer eyes, even taper own com
munities, we will find that there is no more potent cepe of pauperism in the 
country, no more potent cause of criminality then the liqw traffic, by the diasipar 
r* “""A ’ ■* ^
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the He
tion which it produces by its taking away the independent aspirations, taking away 
the desire on the part of mankind to improve their condition, by its tendency to sink 
a man lower and lower in the strata of Society. Pauperism raises its gaunt form in 

one of our villages and cities all over the country. There has been a talk 
kitchens in Parliament this session. Sir, I make this statement, believe Sir,I

ing it to be true, that though some people are brought into the condition of recipients 
of charity because death has suddenly struck down their friends, or because of the 
visitation of circumstances which cannot be controlled. I say that the great mass 
of the pauperism and poverty which goes round begging for charity is that which 
is the direct result of the dram-shop, where the earnings, which should have gone 
for food have been wasted in dissipation and debauch. That is the pauperism 
which forms the mass and weight of the burden in the old country, and that is the 
pauperism which is growing to be the mass and weight of the burden in this country, 
and as it V one of the strongest hindrances to the prosperity and progress in this or 
any country, let us who are beginning to build up a new nationality, let us who are 
growing up from rural constituencies, from small town and village constituencies, 
let us look to it that the cause which produced this burthen of pauperism is weeded 
out of our country while it is still young, so that while we go on to a denser popu
lation we may grow up with less of that pauperism which has afflicted older countries.

What else is injected into society by the liquor traffic and by the distributing 
Crime, sir. There is no more hydra-headed monster that 

terrible or revolting character than
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I ■ centres of that traffic ? 
dogs the steps of civilization, none of a 
that which shows itself, not only In our great cities and centres of civilization, but m 
our rural communities as well-one which waits on the footsteps of civilization and 
Christianity all over the world. Christianity, with its light and beauty takes hold 
of men's hearts and transforms our whole civilization, but it has behind it the 
terrible dogging footsteps of that multiplied crime, which is a dark shadow that 
may set off in greater brightness the civilization which has just advanced, hut which 
is nevertheless a source of disgrace and shame to our country. It is something to 
which the best legislative minds of this or any other country should devote them
selves, and they would raise themselves in the estimation of all the best people if 
they would put their gigantic powers towards solving it. 1 say, sir, that this patch
ing up on one side, while this Ulcer sore and source of crime is allowed to remain, is 
not a statesmanlike thing, is not a common sense thing, but is something which ex
perience proves to be wrong, is something which the common sense of man will not 

much longer tolerate. ....
Sir, if there be one thing which marks the legislation of to-day • as against the 

legislation of fifty years ago, it is the paternal character of the present legislation. 
Men have got beyond the idea that they are heje simply to recruit soldiers, to 
gather taxes and carry on war, and let the best interests of the country take care of 
themselves, and they have come to the conclusion that in the future it is the practical 
duty of legislators to dig down into the causes which lie at the root of social deteri
oration, to stamp out these causes of crime and pauperism by proper measures of 
restriction, and in this way infuse a light and brightness into society which could not 

be infused in any othèr way. ■
Sir, is it necessary for me to go into statistics to prove
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that traffic ? No, it is not. But still, I feel it is my duty to ask the attention of 
the House for a few moments, while I give them the results of experience of men 
abler, perhaps, than any of us to give an opinion upon this question, with reference 
to the criminality induced and produced by this traffic.

Sir, I take first our own country and I begin with the Province of Ontario. In 
1H81, the total commitments were 9,229, and of these the number committed for 
drunkenness and disorderly conduct, was 3,328. In 1882 the total commitments
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9.620 ; drunk and disorderly, 3,447. In 1883 the total commitments we^ 9,880; 
drunk and disorderly, 3,895. The inspector, in his report of 1883, statès:

” The most deplorable feature is the very large increase iu the commitments for 
drunkenness, the figures being, in 1882, 3,497 ; in 1883, 3,995, an increase of 398, or 
11-38 per cent. The percentage which the committals for drunkenness bear to the 
total commitments is 39-42 against 36-35 per cent, in 1882, showing that, not only are 
the commitments for this offence numerically greater, but that the proportion they 
bear to the total commitments is also increased. It is to be hoped that the efforts 
now being made by the various associations for the promotion of temperance will 
have thq effect of reducing the large number who find their way, through this vice, 
to the gaols of the Province.”

A Committee of this Parliament of 1875 reported that the* commitments to the 
gaols of Ontario and Quebec in the year 1870, 1871 and 1872 were 28,289, 

of which 21,236 were for drunkenness and kindred crimes—80 per cent, of the total. 
In nine years, from 1875 to 1883, inclusive, the total number of commitments to the 
gaols of Ontario were 98,069, of which 33,444 were for drunkenness and disorderly 
conduct, or 34 per cent, of the whole. In 1881, the pine cities of Ontario had a total 
number of arrests for all crimes of 13,196, of which 6,926 were for drunkenness and 
disorderly conduct, being 45 per cent, of the total arrests in those nine cities. Sir, 
this proves that in Ontario, which is in some respects the pivotal Province of this 
I tominion—one which has as great advantages as any in moral training and educa, 
tional training—more than that, sir, one which has, I believe, one of the best liquor 
hcense laws to be found on any Provincial Statute Book—is shown an increasing 

r of arrests, and an increasing number of convictions for drunkenness and 
disorderly conduct. In the city of Toronto last year the total number of arrests for 
all crimes was 6,636, of which 3,407, or 50 per cent, of the whole, were for drunken 
ness and disorderly conduct.

I wish now to give what I consider one of the most conclusive tests which ha 
been given in any country or in any age-with reference to the crime caused by in
temperance. I hold in my hand part of the eleventh and twelfth annual reports on 
the Massachusetts Bureau of Statistics of Labor—a very excellent institution—I 

• ish we had a counterpart of it in this Dominion—a body of very able, apd intelli
gent, and industrious men, whose sole duty It is, at the command of the Common- 
u ealth Legislature, to give their whole time to making stick investigations as they 

ordered to undertake. They were ordered by the Massachusetts Legislature to 
undertake an investigation with reference to the percentage of crime resulting from 
the use of intoxicating liquors in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. And what 

the results, as shown in their eleventh report ?
1 find, sir, that the investigations of the Massachusetts Bureau of Statistics 

that during the 20 years, from i860 to iftyp. tke total number of senten-
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EHHEHEEEHh riand disorderly conduct, and from excessive indulgence in spirits. Well, sir, | o(home| 
that left 40 per cent, of the crime of the State of Massachusetts and the question | is|a„d 
came as to That category tha, 40 per cent, should be distributed into ; an » the 1 -Tin 
Bureau of Statistics were instructed by the Legislature to continue their invest,ga- ■ w#l b 
tiens, and to report during the next year, as to what proportion of these crimes woqld 1 Judg 
be attributable ,0 the traffic in intoxicating liquor,. Tha, Committee »=n, to work ■ « -
„ ,00k Suffolk County, which include, the city of Boston, as „s base of opera-ions 1 ]-dg 
and it investigated the criminality in tha, county from September. ,879. to Septem_ ■ J>«

I, went about this work in the most methodical manner. It not only had ■
agents who attended every trial during the year, bul those agents were mstructgd to ■ 
most thoroughly investigate the causes of each crime, and the antecedents of | indiractI; 
persons who commit,ed the crime. They wen, back into thetr h,story, they traced ■ „r J 
up that history to its beginning, and after a most elaborate mveshgatton they ■ „ ^
penned -their report, of which this is the result : ■ far as pi

From September tst, ,879 to September „t, .880, there were ,6,897 |
of which 12,289 were for distinctively rum crimes. That left 4,608 cases, I and pern
Bureau undertook to investigate, and as the result of their investigation they found | han<f" 
tha, of these 4.608 crimes, 1,097 were committed by person, who were ,n ltqucm a, 
the time of the commission of the crime, making 12 per cent, of the total attribut
able, directly or indirectly, to intoxicating liquors. Adding 72 per cent, for dmtmc - 
ively rum crimes to this ,2 per cent., we get a total of 84 per cent, of all crime 
due directly or indirectly, to the use of liquor, as the result of the mveshgatton of 
the Bureau. I will give the concluding part of their report in thetr own words ; ^

BHEE5 ESSESSi 4rs?S ES
public conscience of Massachusetts. ■

I think that that report, giving the results of an investigation most impartially and ■ =
most thoroughly carried out, cannot but be very conclusive. It sets forth the pre- 
ponderating influence Ivhich the use of intoxicating liquors has in the production of ■ ( ^ 
crime in these countries of'ours. I wish, besides, to read to you the op,mens of ■ ^

ra! of the most eminent judges of Great Britain with reference to thetr expert- *nd llome 
Sir Matthew Hale, Chief Justice of England, g sir Th
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of these have been the issues f>ni products of excessive drinking—of tavern and ale
house drinking."

Lord Chief Justice Coleridge said :
" I can keep no terms with a vice which fills our jails, that destroys the comfort 

of homes and the peace of families, and debases and brutalizes the people of these 
islands.

" There is scarcely a crime that comes before me that is not directly or indirectly 
caused by strong drink."

Judge Patterson says :
“ If it were not for this drinking you (the jury) and I would have nothing to do.” 
Judge Anderson says :
" Drunkenness is the most fertile source of crime, and if it could be removed, the 

assizes of this country would be rendered mere nullities."
Judge Wightman says :
" I find in my calendar that comes before me, one unfailing source, directly or 

indirectly, of the most of the crimes that are committed—intemperance."
Mr. Justice Hawkins declared this
“ His lordship appeâled to the members of the Grand Jury not only to repress, as 

far as possible, the crime of drunkenness, but also to bring their influence to bear 
sentences, ■ upon those who encouraged drunkenness. It was a very serious matter, and he 
which the I C0“M not express too strongly bis opinion that both those who indulged in the baneful 
hey found ■ hand/-™1010118 V1Ce" ^ th°Se who encoura8ed it, should be put down with a strong
a liquor at ■ ^ Ghief Baron Kelly said :
il attribut- ■ 11 Two-thirds of the crimes which come before the courts of law of this
or distinct- ■ are occasioned chiefly by intemperance."
,( all crime ■ Mr. Frederick Hill, late Inspector of Prisons in England, and a high authority on 
itigation of ■ penal science, writes :
words ; ■ lam within the truth when I state, as the result of extensive and minute in-
of the guilt ■r,7'.,hat,o£ £our ca®e3 Qut 0I" when an offence has been committed, intoxicating 

■ old father ■”rlnk has been one of the causes." *
man-slayer, H fit- Elisha Harris, of New York, after a thorough inspection of prisons, says : 
Therefore, ■ " After two years of careful inquiry into the history and condition of the criminal

tude of the ■population of the State, I find that the conclusion is inevitable that, taken in all its 
tendency of ■relations alcoholic drinks may be justly charged with far more than half the crimes 
as into the ■that are brought to conviction in the State of New York, and that fully 85 per cent 
lect, and to ■>! all convicts give evidence of having, in some larger degree, been prepared or en- 
and degrad- ■iced to the criminal acts, because of the physical and distracting effects produced 
lion and the Bipon the human organism by alcohol, and as they indulged in the use of alcoholic
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The Board of Police Justices of the city of New York, in their report of 1874, says: 
We are fully satisfied that intoxication is the one great leading cause which 

enders the existence of our police courts necessary."
1 -overnor, Dix, of New York, said :

S£"r-fiflhS °fa" ,he C™='

sir Thomas Chambers, Q.C., .M.P., as Chairman at a meeting addressed by Sir 
: awson, in Westbogme Park Chapel, London, March 12,1882, said:,

1 am in a position of course to see and to feel the mischief of intemperance, as 
ilm mistering the criminal law at the central criminal court for along series of years ;
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I

metropolis and in other great towns in the country, we should put an end to nearh 
all the crimes of violence which are brought before the public tribunals.

Mr. Justice Denman, at the Surrey Assizes, in August, 1882. said 
" I don't know in enforcing the considerations which are placed before the judges 
part of their duty in the proclamation against vice and immorality which has just 

been read, that any judge can better discharge his duty than by again a°^gaitrcalb 
ing the attention of the gentry of the country, as well as inhabitants generally to^ Üns 
fact, that the great bulk" I might almost say the whole of the offences of violence 
which take place in the counties of this land, are directly ascnbable to the habit of 
drinking to excess.” .

Recorder of Dublin, the Hon. Frederick R. Falkiner, Q.C., at the annual 
Licensing Sessions, held in October, 1881, in Dublin, said .

- I have been for a whole week trying cases such as no Christian judge ought “ 
have to trv—cases of outrage and violence in this city, every one of which originate-! 
in public houses. The drinking system of Dublin is responsible for three sentences 
of penal servitude and seven heavy sentences of imprisonment which I had to impose, 
varying from twelve to twentf four calendar months. I marked the evidence >n eve ) 
case and every one of them began in a public house. It is the drink system and the 
drink alone that leads to all this misery and crime and sorrow.
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: Mr. Baron Dowse, in charging the jury in a case heard in a
Dublin, in November, 1881, said : ..

Dub,""'^^
investigated, as he himself had done in many cases, they would be found to have their 
origin in drink.1’

Such is the testimony, and it is only a small part of the testimony that may be 
culled from the utterances of criminal judges, from the utterances of judges of Police 

which I offer to this House in support of thisCourts for the last hundred years, 
proposition, a self-evident one, I know, but one which none the less requires to be 
supported by this evidence, thus kept alongside of the assertion in order to make the 
conviction, if possible, deeper and still deeper, but evidence that intoxicating liquor, 
as it is distributed and used throughout the country, is at the bottom of nearly nine- 
tenths of all the crime which has to be tried in the various courts of the country,and, 
if it is at the bottom of all the crime which has to be tried, it is also at the bottom, as 
the cause of that criminality, of what are the worst influences and the worst retarding 

to our prosperity that possibly a civilized country to-day has to labor against.
made with reference to theNow, will you allow me to sum up the points I have 

traffic, in its nature andin its results. It is true that physiological science labels 
alcoholic liquor a poison and pronounces it dangerous, and, in the words of the emv; 
nent Dr. Andrew Clark, goes forth on its mission of proclaiming to the world that it 
is an enemy to the human race ; it is true that the plainest rules of economic science,; 
a, applied to the keeping and proper use of our material resources, as applied to the 
wise conservation and proper employment of labor, and as applied to the prudent 
management of our surplus wealth and to the gaining of that invaluable consideration 
in any country, a minimum of the non-producing and criminal element, it is true that 
every one of these rules is antagonized by the liquor traffic, which destroys tin 
•material resources of the country, which works against its labor power, renders much

,jl

ikigÉÉj



!

69DEBATE ON PROHIBITION.

and turns much of it into ways which result in no benefit to the com
munity or advantage to the country, which goes against the proper husbanding of the

very many 
ace m this 
1 to nearly earnings of the country, whifch ought to be put by in surplus, or put into capital, for 

the better and further development of the resources of the country ; it is true, beyond
cavil or doubt, that it is the very bottom cause of that great non-producing element, 
of that great criminal and dangerous element in our society which has to be watched 
and guarded and maintained, which, by the opinions of the judges and by the con
sensus of all men of intelligence, takes a place in our country, and in all Anglo-Saxon 
countries which is to be deplored, wlpch ré^to be investigated, and which, if possible, 
is to be alleviated. \ J

I think, Mr. Speaker, that I have made good my proposition that the traffic in 
intoxicating liquors antagonizes all these in its nature and effects, and that as such it 
demands total legal suppression at the hands of the State.

It being six o'clock, the Speaker left the chair.
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Mr. Foster.—When six o'clock came, on the day upon which I moved a Resolu
tion, respecting the enactment of a law prohibiting the importation, manufacture and 
sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, I had not finished the remarks 
which I had intended to address to the House. However, as the time of this House 
is valuable, and as there are quite a number of hon. gentlemen who are disposed to 
take some part in this debate, I shall, with your permission, sir, waive any remarks 
which I had intended to make, until the close of the debate, when I believe I shall 
have the opportunity of making a reply.

Mr. Fisher.—In seconding the resolution moved by my hon. friend, I wish to say 
a few words, especially as the standpoint from which I view this question is a little 
different from that of my hon. friend, although we arrive at the same conclusion in 
regard to the principle at issue. Notwithstanding the able and exhaustive argument 
of the hon. gentlemah who made this motion, I find that there are a considerable 
number of points which have not yet been touched upon, and it is for this reason 
that I ask the attention of the House for a few minutes, after which any hon. gentle- 

who wishes to speak in opposition to the principle before us, may have an
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First, sir, I would like to have it clearly understood that, in treating of this ques

tion, I do not consider that the ordinary use of liquor is at all a crime or a sin. I 
say this because I know that a large number of people who think as I do, that the use, 
the manufacture and the traffic of intoxicating liquors in this country should be pro
hibited, do hold that opinion. But, notwithstanding that I differ from them on this 
premise, I am happy to say that the conclusion which we draw from different premises 
arrive at the same end. When I say that, I do not in any way wish to endorse the use 
uf liquor, because I believe that it is inadvisable, that it is contrary to the public good, 
and that it is contrary to the physical advantage of those who indulge in that use. 
U nfortunately, however, we invariably find that the use is attended with abuse ; and it 
s because of this invariable fact in the world’s history, that I am opposed eveh to the 
use of intoxicating liquors. In saying this,-1 do not wish to be understood as saying 
ihat I believe that no individual can use intoxicating liquors without abusing them
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but I believe that if the opportunities are given for using ntoxicating liquors, the 
necessary consequence will the abuse of them by a very large proportion of those 
who attempt the use of thiem. 1 .

In dealing with this question, I find that the community may be fairly divided 
into three classes—those who are already temperance people, those who use liquor 
without abusing it, and those who, unfortunately for themselves and for the commun* 
ity in which they live, abuse it. The first class it is not necessary for nie to appeal 
to, because I believe all the temperance people are thoroughly in accord with us in 
regard to the principle of this resolution, and will gladly1'and heartily endors3 a&y 
legislation which it may involve. The last class, those who abuse the liquot, I think 
we have a perfect right, for the good of the country, to restrain from that abuse.'

I find, then, that it is necessary for me simply to appeal to those who use liquor 
without abusing it. In doing so, I will not only appeal to their generosity and their 
kindliness towards their fellow-beings id this Dominion, in asking them to assist1 in 
bringing about whàt I believe to be a great good to the country, but I think I can 
appeal to them fairly and justly, as well as successfully, on the ground that it,is also 
to their pecuniary and material advantage that such a resolution as this should pass 
this House, and that a law should be founded upon it.

A great statesman has announced as a principle that it is the duty of a Govern
ment to make everything that is right easy for Us citizens, and to make everything 
that is wrong difficult. This perhaps may be considered a self-evident proposition ; 
but I think that we must necessarily include the traffic in intoxicating liquors 
I would go further and say that not only is it tie duty of a Government, but it is the 
duty of the citizens of a country, to assist in making everything that is right easy, and 
everything that is wrong difficult. This proposition may be staled in another form. 
"That we should oppose national duty to national selfishness. If the community be
lieve that what I have stated is a duty, they must sacrifice to a certain extent What I 
acknowledge to be their use of intoxicating liquor* to the necessity of restrainfoytbe 
abuse of them by a large number of their fellow-citizens. And, I believe, air,that 
this appeal will not be in vain ; because we know, as a matter of fact# that a large 
number of people among those-who to-day are total abstainers have not found it 
necessary, from their fears of the consequences of using liquor in themselves to - be- 
•come total abstainers, but that they have become so owing to uthat they believe to be 
the necessary effect that their continuance of the use of liquor wbuid have by way of 
example upon their fellow-citizens. I have seen it stated in some papers* in which 
the mover of this resolution has been criticised, that be dklnoti touch a vital point in 
the argument—the abstrâct rigbt.df Parliament or of the oountry to prohibit the use 
of intoxicating liquors. I wish to discuss this contention for a few moments.

Some might say that it is now too late to attempt to make ahy sttbh argument as 
that prohibition is abstractly rirdugj because we already have parliamentary prohibi
ts» ; but I find that, even without agreeing in this argument at oetoe, I cin quote the 
opinion of one or two well-known statesmen in support of my conttotidà that this 
Parliament has the abstract right to enforce total prohibition First, 1 Will quOte a 
short exttiict ftom Mr. Mill, a great English writer on political economy He says ;

41 Even la the beet state society has yet reached; it is lamentable to tbfétt how
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that of compelling the powers of nature to be more and more subservient to physica 
and moral good.'V ' . ..

Surely, in limitiiig or restricting the traffic in intoxicating liquors, we can tairly 
say we are compelling the powers of nature to be more and more subservient to 
physical and moral good. I fipd also that an able writer, a short pamphlet of whose 
I have now in my hand. Mr. Wm. Hoyle, a well-known authority in England on 
political eçonomy an4 other economical subjects, says : x

“ True civilization consists, not in the mere amassing of wealth, bubinpeomoting

If, sir, as was shown very clearly by my hon. friend who proposed this resolution, 
the physical and moral health of the nation will be promoted by its abstention from 
the use of intoxicating liquors, we are justified, on this ground alone, in endeavoring 
to bring to pass the prohibition of the use of these liquors. I will cite also a quota
tion from Mr. Gladstone, who may, I think, be fairly called one of the great*! 
statesmen who has ever taken into consideration the internal economy of the greatest 
nation inihe world. He said in the case of Ireland

were desirous to set aside this temptation, would it not be- a cruel thing to refuse 
their desire." ori; m,;•>

From these quotation», I argue that it ie a mere question of whether the oountry
is really desireua that the law for total prohibition should be enacted.

But I will go further. We have other thinge in which the liberty of the citizen is 
just as much interfered with as it would be in such a law as thin, I believe that on 
our Statute Books there is an Act against the carrying of concealed firearms. Nobody 
can pretend thet, in itself, the carrying of firearms in one's pocket or, in any other 
way concealed on the penon is necessarily wrong ; but for the public good it has been 
found neoesaary, in consequence of the frequency of these firearms being carried for 
evil purposes, that the carrying of thgifi should be declared wrong, and thereiaalaw 
against it. We have ia our municipal regulations the prohibition of certain, trades s
and certain usages in large communities ; we have also, and this is, phshaps, more 
akin to the present prohibitory law we are advocating, stringent laws agaiht prostitu
tion, against the circulation and the reading of immoral literature, and also sgsinst |
gambling, I think that these are really fair examples of such prohibitory legislation 
as this for which we are «king, and that since we have in thie way interfered with 
the liberty df the citizen, we havaitbe right to go further and interfere, with it Also in 
the question which is now before ua. . 7 / .

But uvee more than this : If we examine the present law we win find »n 
this and other Act. in regard to the liquor ttsüe, we have alreadyiadopted tl* prin
ciple of prohibition. We find that in England and in Scotland and in Ireland there 
are laws against the selling of liquor on Sunday, and if it ie alloweble to ptohibi
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the selling of liquor'on Sunday, it is equally allowable to prohibit the selling of it on 
other days qf the week. If it is not interfering with a man's liberty to say he shall 
not, on a certain day or during certain hours, go into a liquor saloon or shop to 
obtain liquor, it is perfectly right that we should say that on other days, and during 
other hours, he shall not have that privilege or liberty. In our own Statute Books 
there is a series of laws acknowledging the prohibitory principle. We find the Scott 
Act and the Dunkin Act. both of which make local prohibition right in this c: 
try. If it is right for the Parliament of this country to prohibit the traffic in liq _ 
in certain localities it nlust be perfectly legitimate and right that that traffic should 
be prohibited over the whole country. More than this, we find there are clauses ih 
all these Acts, even in the License Acts we have in the different Provinces, which 
prohibit the sale of liquor in certain times and seasons and places, and if we are not 
at all to interfere with the rights of the individual to obtain liquor where and when 
he likes, we should not have passed those laws, and the passing of those laws is, I 
contend, a sufficient argument to show that we have the moral as well as the legis
lative right to pass these enactments we are now asking you to pass. Last year, sir, 
this Parliament passed a License Act. By one of the clauses of that Act the people 
of the municipalities were allow* to prohibit the sale of liquor within their limits, 
which is giving to the people the right to legislate according to their desire in this 
matter ; but that Act went further. Not only did it give to the people the right to 
prohibit the sale o! liquor within their own limits, but it went so far, in the Province 
of Quebec, as to give to the representatives of the people in their municipal coundils 
the right to prohibit the traffic in liquor within their municipal limits. If it is allow
able to give a small body of men, such as a municipal council, the right to inter
fere with the liberty of the people to obtain liquor when and where they like, surely 
it is the right of this Parliament to decide that the people shall not obtain liquor 
when and where they choose. We also have in this country, in the North-West 
Territories, an absolutely prohibitory law. That was passed by this Parliament. 
That was not passed by the representatives of the people who were to be effected by 
it, but it was passed by the arbitrary power of the Parliament which ruled that 
country, as it was thought at the time, for its owu good, and as Parliament still, I 
think, considers, it was done for its good, and it has been productive of good. Then, 
also, on Government works connected with <% railroads, the Parliament of this 
country passed a law prohibiting the selling of intoxicating liquors, so that these 
works might be better prosecuted. If I asked for any argument I could not ask for 
a better thdn this very Act, to show that it is the opinion of this Parliament, and the 
opinion of the people of this country, that the liquor traffic in itself is obstructive 
of good; that it has a tendency to deteriorate the works the people do, and a ten
dency to interfere with that work. I think that, from these things to which I have 
alluded, these various laws which already hold in this country, and Ire already in 
force in regard to the restraint of the liquor traffic, I may fairly conclude that this 
Parliament has not only the legislative right, but the moral right, to interfere in 
this way with the liberty of the individual to obtain liquor whenever he may de-
**reJt’ . <■ ' * ' ■

There is Another question which has agitated the minds of a good many, and is
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out that law and to enforce it. What has been the result in 
we have a prohibitory law? We find universal testimony to 

the fact that, in those statet and countries where the prohibitory 
existence, the people have found th; education which it exerted upon the commun
ity was the very greatest possible to be imagined. I find that in the State of Ver- 
mom, where for some twenty years past there has been absolute prohibition of the 
liquor traffic, and the use of liquor as much as was possible, Governor Peck, who 
was an ex-Governor of the State and Judge of the Supreme Court, says :
paris onfSth”sE»a.er°hf ,he. S,a,f.there bas b=en » laxity in enforcing it ; but in other 
ou iihin\S.h • oh bee? thoroughly enforced, and there it has driven the traffic 
ness aJd di^rd® mfl“e°Ce,îf "i” law bas, been aalutory in diminishing drunken, 
ffiehaht.^ d Y‘8mg iherefrom, and also crimes generally. You cannot change 
ind h. ÎÎ f People, momentarily. The law has had an effect upon our customs

SÉ-ÏS* ~ S33-“T re,: Ï. “HftSg
This testimony, I IHfiïNs vefy strong in the direction of the argument that the 

law is the best educator it the people. I also have the testimony of Governor 
Convers, in the same

[ho prohibitory law has been in force about twenty-two years, the enforce- 
has been uniform in the State since its enactment, and t consider it a very 

of temnerav™ 1 1 ,e law ll8elf ?ducates and advances public sentiment in fâvor

"I have here in my hand another testimony to the educating effects of the law. 
bat is the Convention of the State Temperance Union in Rhode Island. Governor 

Howard, Governor of that State, said;—
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I have here shown you briefly what has been the educating influence of thfe la* 
»n those States where it has bee» enforced. But there are other instances jtist as 
significant though not, perhaps, so well known to the people of this country, ffiad 
mavery interesting letter from a certain Mr. Balfour to the Right Htin. W. B, 
Gladstone, in which he1 describes the operation of liquor legislation1 in Swedeti, that 
ihany years ago in that country there was absolute free trade in liquors/ and that, ât 
*he period at which he writes, no lésé than 175,000 stills were in existence, manufae-
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luring intoxicating liquor of the most ardent description in that country. The letter 
gives evidence that for a long time the crime, the destitution, the immorality in 
that country were simply enormous and almost inconceivable. Not long afterwards 
the Government of that country introduced restrictive measures against the liquor 
traffic, and we have evidence that almost immediately afterwards not only did the 
traffic itself diminish, but the crime and the poverty and the destitution among the 
people also decreased. This was not absolute prohibition, but it tended in that 
direction, and I think the argument is quite clear that, since the people in other re
spects were jost the same during the two periods, that their moral, religions and 
secular education was just the same during the two periods, the decrease in the 
amount of crime was attributable to the decrease in the amount of liquor consumed.

find, in looking over the history of liquor legislation in England, during a great 
many years indeed, that just in proportion as the traffic was restrained, jnet in the 
same proportion did the people benefit by such restrictive legislation ; that when the 
laws were rendered more strict against the traffic in liquor the effects among the 
people were immediately evident by a decrease in the number of commitments 
to gaol, in the number of crimes of all sorts, and also by a greatly augmented pros
perity. I need not say that at no time was this legislation absolutely prohibitive, 
but my argument is, that just in proportion as the liquor traffic was restricted was 
there a decrease in its attendant evil*. It has often been said that moral-suasion i* 
England has accomplished a great deal towards producing a sentiment in favor of 
prohibition. Sir, I believe moral suasion has done a great deal in that respect, but 
■t IS to be noted that it has been constantly attended with inereislng legislative re
strictions, and 1 believe that the increased1 temperance sentiment in England Is in 
much due to the educating influence of titlk fbatrictivd legislation as' ft II » moral 
suasion. ■ ’> i'-'A ’ '■! -tv ;|, r , i^', ;

Hut there is another argument which we'may fairly add»». It is very Incod- 
sistent for the Government of any country to license people to sell intoxicants, and 
thereby encourage intemperance, while at the Same time they pretend to be oduclt- 
mg people in favor of temperance, Certainly it is a very ineffectual mode of educa
ting people in favor of temperance by, precept, when by practice the Government 
educate people in favor of intemperance, So long as we may be told "that the 
liquor traffic is perfectly respectable, that it is acknowledged and fostered ty the 
Government, that traffic cfinnot poraibly be considered disreputable, Of immoral, or 
»rong. It is very difficult for us to,preach when we do not practice, and I think, 
sir, that it te the duty of the representatives of the people to take the first step in 
practicing that which they are endeavoring to preach to the people.

conducive rather to'evil than to good. I believe We have net to go Outside the 
limits of our own country toseetheffillhcy of this argument, I come from a county 
in which a prohibitory liquor law has teen in exietonc > for* long time.' and I can 
emphatically say that, while it has not accomplished all that WO desire it should' 
at omplish, whilé it hss not been absolutely and eotltely enforced, stillithas sodom- 
P shed sothuch gbod that the vast mass of ttile people in that county would regret
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exceedingly to see it repealed. Njly, more, they would strenuously resist and 
the repeal of that law, and any agitation in favor of such repeal would meet 
most determined opposition. 1 think I am justified in saying this when I recall the 
fact that the other day I presented to this House a petition signed by raoo or 1500 
of the electors of my county, asking that this resolution, in favor of which I am now 
speaking, should be p#sed by this House. If the Duokin Act, which has been ,for 
many years in existence in my county, had been inoperative, if it had produced 
more evil than good, if it had not. at all events, accomplished some of the good which 
was expected of it, it wjiuld have been quite impossible that so large a number of 
the most intelligent electors in my county should have asked for the passage of a 
resolution in favor of prohibition. Instead of that, they would have sent petitions 
here asking that this resolution be rejected, pointing out how prohibition had failed 
in its effect. We know that in a large number of counties in this Dominion the 
Scott Act also has been in force, and although, no doubt, there are conflicting opin
ions in regard to its action, still the simple fact remains, that in every district I 
know of where this law is in force, the liquor-sellers and those whq wish to obtain 
liquor, together with the manufacturers of such liquor, are opposed to such law. is 
to me a convincing argument that that law has done harm to the traffic. I believe if 
we could obtain evidence from those counties where prohibitory laws are in force, 
the evidence would be overwhelmingly in favor of prohibition.

But, sir, we have, as I skid a little whUe ago, prohibitory legislation in the 
North-West Territories, and I will quote again from the Ministerial benches a 
witness in regard to its effective operation. I allude to a speeph delivered by Sir 
Charles Tupper, Minister of Railways, last summer, on the same occasion as that on 
which the speech was delivered by the Finance Minister, to which, a few moments 
ago, I alluded. Sir Charles Tupper was reviewing the Act which he had the honor 
of proposing and carrying through Parliament. He said;

toms, in 1872, an Act that, as he says, excluded the sale, manufacture and use of 
cuhyteK  ̂ * th*‘ °f «■' ^rop., the diffi-

Mr. Rapér. " Do you say ■ use ' is in the 4ct ?”

the^seTastSrhit'ed6 Ï&S
mounted police to have tbe.law observed. Whenever the smallest portion oFtatox- 
^d1S?1,q“°rî d'*co',ered “the ‘""‘tory, they had authority todestroy it then

This evidence, sir, is, I think, conclusive that, at all events, a prohibitory law can j 
be enforced by the Government, that a Government wishing to enforce it

ment of a prohibitory law, which, I think, is one of the most conclusive proofs that
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can possibly be quoted. I allude to what, no doubt, most members will very well 
remember, the fact that the Globe newspaper, in 1881, sent two correspondents 
the state of Maine, that state which has always been quoted as the best example of 
a total prohibition of the liquor traffic. Those two gentlemen were, one in favor of 
total prohibition, the other in favor of the liquor traffic, and I will quote to the 
House, not the evidence of that gentleman who was in favor of total prohibition, but 
that of the other one who was against it, and I think the evidence which he sums up 
is conclusive as to the fact that, although certainly liquor is sold in Maine, liquor, no 
doubt, can be obtained there and is drank there, still, on the whole, the Act is really 
and practically enforced. This gentleman wrote :

“ Our work in Maine is now published, and before commencing enquiries imother 
States it may be well to sum up my conclusions, while the impressions left by our 
two weeks sojourn are yet fresh and distinct. I realized perfectly well that the results 
at which I have arrived will not be apt to please either party. 1do not write with 
the object of doing so, but simply to tell the plain truth.as arrived at from personal 
observation, interviews with those whose opinions were likely to be of value, and 
consideration of the question in all its bearings. I shall not attempt a review or 
recapitulation of details, but present my conclusions in the form of a series of brief 
propositions, as follows

“ That in the cities the law has been a partial faillue so far as uprooting the 
traffic, or even the suppression of open bars is concerned.

“That this failure has been greatly exaggerated by quoting exceptional places or 
periods as typical of the whole Stqte, and by the ingenious perversion of statistics

“That in the rural portions of the State of Maine, law has suppressed open 
drinking and reduced secret drinking to a minimum and may therefore be considered 
as effective as any other measure on the Statute Book. . TO"

1 Tha< after thirty years, the opinion of the State is so strongly in favor .dfthe 
aw that no political party is willing to risk its future by advocating a reversion to 

license, and that on the contrary the Legislature is continually strengthening the law ' 
by more stringent amendments.

" That the class of liquor sellers who defy the law are the same class of men who, 
under a license system would sell liquor without a license.n

I will not weary the House by reading the whole of bis summing up, but I have 
taken out the salient features, and in omitting the rest I have not left the weaker or 
poorer paragraphs. I tjtink, sir, that this evidence is such as will successfully refute 
the assertion of so many people, that it is obviously futile to try and interfera suc
cessfully with the liquor traffic.

I have here another quotation which I will not, however, read to the House, a 
quotation from a book by Hepworth Dixon, on America, in which he alludei to the 
state of Vermont, and especially to the little town of St. Johnsbury, with which I am 
myself familiar, and which he there describes as a workingman's paradise. In that 
little town is the Fairbanks great scale manufactory, and a large portion of the In
habitants are working people, 500 operative» having employment in that factory 
alone. Mr. Dixon says that those workingmen who are thus employed appear to . 
consider total prohibition as their beet friend': that they themselves would be among 
the last to aid any attempt to have the lew repealed. He describee the town as being 
absolutely and totally a prohibitory one, going so far as to say that when he desired 

obtain a glass of bëfr hh had to get.a pint bottle from a druggist and secure a 
dical certificate in order to obtain ift Here is evidence not only that prohibition
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1 does prohibit, but also that people are benefited by that prohibition, and that even the 
working classes, those who are supposed to be the last to approve such a change, are 
really those who do appear the most decided that the law shall not be changed.. Mr.

• Falrbank. manager of those large works, attributed to a great extent, the efficiency 
of h,s men to the fact that they could not obtain liquor in the town, and were com- 
pel led to abstain.
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l have also here another quotation, which I will read to the House ; it is also in 

regard to the State of Vermont and the State of Maine. I allude to the report of 
an English gentleman, who went out to the United States, Hon. Wm. Fox an ex- 
Prime Minister of the Colony of New Zealand, who was travelling through the 
United States, and visited Maine and Vermont for the express purpose of finding out 
how the prohibitory law worked there. He was, he says, against the principle. He 
did not believe that such a law could be satisfactorily carried out

ï: ■

:

!
But he here says:

"T-"." ™™ïoïïÆ,;."'.grz'i ■,?„£ ïaTsas
^Tuldha000 °U! th,e|P°Pulal"0" of =8,000,000, drank, and all the rest did not! 
mon, d b l of hlDg8 ii'aJ°f!ous here to what they are in Maine and Ver- 
Z /r. VT d have a rry n" fracti°n wh° get and use liquor, furnish- 
"g'h° ?,.hoC.k,nl‘‘’‘amples which some persons are in the habit of parading before 

Tober The eff th°se ®,a,es' hut the whole of the rest of the population would be 
sober. The effect on heir general condition is something marvefious- a total ah- 

r' 2 1 e™"IS' “c" *0== vices and crimes which we meet with 
amongst drinking populations, which is very agreeable and very surprising The 
“tr? lefbon, my m'nd hy my Visit to these States was a full confirmation of the

been nuî fonhdeth°i,H U M 'he H!Jn,',Gen Neal Dow' and 'h= documents which have 
been put forth—that in Maine and Vermont, on the whole, the prohibitory law has
ferrSrmZ^rha‘ h haS ^ dLa" 10 carfy «
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Here, sir, I think, is an accumulation of evidence which is quite sufficient to show 
that in those places where there is total prohibition it has been successfully carried
out. But I find, too, that where partial prohibition has been carried out, it has bad 
an extraordinary effect in decreasing the amount of drinking. One of the most 
curious, and, at the same time, one of the most convincing evidences of this fact, 
found in Scotland in 1854, at the time that what

I
was called the Sunday-closing Bill 

was passed. We have the evidence of the Provost of Edinburgh to show that at that 
time, in consequence of the operation of that Bill, which stopped the people from 
drinking for just one-seventh of the time, just one-seventh ol the liquor drinking was 
stopped. We find that in that time about six-sevenths of the liquor was drunk 
which was drunk before, showing that by stopping the sale of liquor one day out of 
seven you stop the use of liquor in about the same proportion. I think it is not an 
illogical inference to draw that if you stop for the succeeding six days, ,t would al
most, eventually and absolutely stop the drinking of liquor entirely.

There is one more argument which I have to bring before you to-night, sir, and 
that is, why we should prohibit. I am not going into the argument which the hon 
member for King's (Mr. Foster) so elaborately discussed the other night, 
physical evils of intemperance. I am fully and firmly convinced that

as to the 
even the or-

l

1
1
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.tT T. °f iDlOX‘Ca,i”« li-l“ors is bad. physically, forth» individual who indulges

orimr‘u«"niqroir‘tCe,fr0m mediCal me"' '° ,he •*« ,ha‘ ’*to moderate and

' ’ as "ear y a“ posa,ble' from a practical business standpoint If we can show 
commun,.y a, large .ha, by reason of this traffic, from day to day from t=

parity6 I thjnk'we'F" th ^ ** 'OS'ng a" en°rn,ous amount of material pros.
L thstraffic t, ml am°S,COnV'nCing argUmenl ,0 lh« P=°ple of the country 
that this traffic should be done away with. In a new country like this we should do 
everything we can to assist in building up and developing it ; and if 
that a large amount of energy is wasted in this traffic, that 
waste of an enormous amount of our material and vital energy, I think we have the 

rongest and most convincing argunient that the traffic should be done away with

Ï"d'th avd T COntrOUed lhe a^raordinary seulement'in the Smte^NewTerseT
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option principle into Vineland from any motives of philanthropy, 
perance man in the total abstinence sense ; I introduced the principle because, in 
cool abstract thougm, Dconcevied it to be of vital importance to the success of my 
settlement. If I had seen that liquor had made men more industrious, more skilful 
more economical arid more esthetic in their tastes, I certainly should have made 
liquor selling one of the main principles of my project. Whilst disclaiming all 
motives of philanthropy, I cannot deny the feeling of intense commiseration that I 
have felt for the victims of intoxication.' ” 1

I am not a tern- testimct
as poss 
is calle 
and I h 
ciple ol 
wish to 
adopt ic1 his, sir, is the cool, dispassionate, business-like statement of a man whose sole en

ergies were devofed towards the business success of his colony. He says, himself, that 
he was not a total abstainer, that he did not wish, on general principles, to bring that 
question before his people, but that because the stern logic of facts was so strong he 
had to bring it before his people. He felt it was his duty to his people to restrain 
them from drinking any intoxicating liquors, 
and efforts to the advancement of his colony, and the success of his undertaking.

I have already alluded, sir, to the quotation from Mr. Hepworth Dixon and 
others, as to the State of Vermont.

" Lt

fluence 
but mo: 
crimina 
being y 
who ha 
number

the better to bend their energies

P
I have another very strong testimony to 

which I am going to allude—that is the testimony of a gentleman, in Massachusetts, 
with whom I am personally acquainted, and whose^opinion on this question I know 
from frequent conversations. He is the head of one of the largest manufacturing 
firms in that State. I mean Mr. Ames, of the Ames Manufacturing Works, in 
Easton, Mass. There, they adopted, for a short time, a total prohibition law. But 
that law was re

where 1 
laces,

influent 
tution ii 
the liqu 
tavern t 
of vice, 
a by-lav 
perienct 
places.”

This

l
'

pealed, and this is what Mr. Arÿes says in regard to its influence upon 
his work-people, to whose amelioration and increased efficiency his chief efforts have 
been for a long time directed. What he says is this :

“ We have over 400 men at work here. We find that the present license law has a 
very bad effect upon our employees.”

I may say that the license law succeeded the prohibitory law in Massachusetts. 
In 1867 they had total prohibition, and 1868 they had a license law. He.goes on to

|j

our verj 
be biase

gestive t 
as wages 
out of th< 
the smal 
the mam 
per cent, 
ing estafc 
31 ; in cl 
ing that 
their woi 
drink. ' 
that thes- 
ment wh 
this Hou

of the gr

say :
7We fihd, on comparing our production in May and June of this year (1868) with 

41867), tbayin 1867, with 375 men, we produced 8 per cent, more goods than we did 
in the same months in 1868, with 400 men.”

That is to say, under total prohibition, Mr. Ames' manufactory produced 8 per 
cent, more than it did with twenty-five men more under a license law. This, I think, • 
is strong evidence, not only that the waste that goes on under the use of liquor is 
bad for the work people, but also that the manufacturers themselves and the whole 
community through the length and breadth of the land are deeply interested in the 
suppression of this traffic. Mr. Ames adds :

" We attribute this falling off entirely to the repeal of the prohibitory law, and 
the great increase in the use of intoxicating liquors among our men in consequence."

I have met Mr. Ames since that law has been repealed and the licenses issued, 
and I know that it is one of the dearest wishes of his heart that the licenses should be 
abolished in his town in Massachusetts.|l

! I hare several other quotations in regard to the effect of restrictions on the traffic 
in various places, which, however, I shall not read, as I 6nd that the time has gone 
much faster than I had any idea it would. But I cannot refrain from alluding to

H
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home in regard to this traffic in our own country, 
going to quote the statements of temperance people. I have tried as much 

as possible to take an unbiassed view of this question, and to put aside wholly what 
is called by a great many, though unjustly, the fanaticism of temperance reformers 
and I have endeavored to bring forward the evidence of those opposed to the prin
ciple of prohibition rather than the evidence of those in its favor, because I do not 
wish to be thought to be advocating, without careful thought and consideration, the
adoption of the principle proposed to the House. 1 will read an extract from the
report of the Chief of Police of the City of Montreal for last year, in which he says :

“ Less crime was committed in Montreal than in any other city comnrisine as 
large a population on this continent. This was no doubt greatly owing to the in
fluence of the clergy, and the good moral character of the majority of die citizens 
but most certainly in some degree to the vigilance of the police. The number of 
criminals arrested during the year was less than last vear, the greater part of them 
whohaveto and,,.lhlerate' or addicted to drinking ; this fact should «initiate all 
number r'v Publ'c morals at heart to use their utmost endeavours to lessen the 
"™,bl ,h°f ' ,sh°ps he F“y. According to the returnsof the Revenue Depart
ment. there are at present in the city 382 hotels and restaurants, and 448 groceries 
where hquor is sold, rhe amount of money paid annually for licenses for 
places, added to what is spent in them for liquor, and recklessly squandered 
fofln»nt°T l”toxlca*ed> would amount to an almost fabulous amount. Some of our 
mlnn l‘ ' a6”8 r^ ate y t\een devls,nR a scheme for the suppression of prosti

tution in the city , if they would use their influence for the restriction or abolition of
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But the liquor traffic, they would be thereby dealing a death blow at 
tavern ---- _ ‘ * _
of vice. It would be a step in the right tirectionTf the PoHm Committœ“would get 
a by-law passed regarding registry offices for servant girls, in order 8

irienced girls from the misleading advice of some unorincioled

r*. w7,,v’ WUU1U ue mereDy oeanng a death blow at prostitution, the 
being to most young people a stepping stone to the brothel and all other kinds 

It would be a step in the right direction if th#> Polina, ___ u
to protect inex- 

unprincipled keepers of suchpenenced girls from the misleading advice of 
places.”

This is certainly very strong testimony of the evil effects of the liquor traffic in 
our very midst, coming from an authority which has been shown not in any way to 
be biased in favor of prohibition.

Now, I have some Canadian manufacturing statistics which I think will be sug
gestive to read. They show the proportionate value of the products which are paid 
as wages in our different manufaotories, that is to say, how much the work peopleget 
out of the profits of the goods which they manufacture ; and they show very clearly that 
the smallest proportion of any is made by those who work in the establishments where 
the manufacture of liquor is carried on. In brass foundries the work people get 12 
per cent.; in distilleries, 6J ; in foundries, 36 ; in cordage manufactures, 24 ; in print
ing establishments, 28 ; in cabinet making, 31 ; in carpentering, 33 ; in machine rhops- 
31 ; in clothing establishments, 31, and in carriage manufactures 34 percent., show
ing that the lowest paid work people in the country in proportion to the value of 
their work in the market of the country, are those employed in the manufacture of 
drink. This does not certainly show that it is for the benefit of our work people 
that these manufactories should be carried on. and I think it is a vety potent argn- / 
ment why the rank and file of the voters of this country, who have control over 
this House and the Government of this country, should favor this Resolution.

Another significant circumstance is that the Grand Trunk Railway Company, one 
of the great railroad corporations of this country, use their beet endeavors in favor
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of temperance among their employees ; and I think I am right in saying that they 
have absolutely commanded that they shall not drink. I have no doubt that this 
great corporation has, at heart the well-being of their employees. B|ut I do not 
think I am unjust in saying that their chief reason in enforcing this abstinence from 
drink is the reason that appeals to their own pockets, in consequence of their find, 
ing that it renders the work people whom they employ more efficient.

Mr. Speaker, I do not intend to detain you longer. I will merely say, before 
0 closing, that although this House may treat this question with comparative indif

ference, although possibly it may be dismissed with a sneer and a laugh, and that a 
large number of people throughout the country may think that those ftho have 
brought this question before the House have been premature and unjustified in so 
doing, I think there is a sentiment throughout the country which justifies us in the 
action we have taken. I believe that if not now, at all events at no distant day, 
that sentiment will press itself so strongly that the representatives of the people in 
this House will be forced, if they do not do it willingly, to take cognizance of, and 
discuss, and ventilate most thoroughly, some such proposition as that which you 
have now before you. If this discussion does not thoroughly ventilate the ques
tion, if the hon. members of this House do not thoroughly believe that it is in the 
interests of the country that such a Resolution should pass, I do not wish them to 
vote for it ; but I think.it is time for them to discuss it ; I think it is time for them 
to turn their attention to it, to review it and lay it bare before the whole country to 
its very bottom, so that the people throughout the country who have not turned their 
attention in this direction, may be induced to do so, and to judge this question accor
ding to its merits. I do not qsk, and I do not hope, that we shall obtain any catch 
vote here to-night, which might perhaps lead the country to believe that the propo
sition was universally accepted. I trust hon. gentlemen in this House will vote 
upon this question as they think their constituents would wish them to vote. It is 
only in that way we can obtain some opinion of the real sentiments of the people on 
this question throughout the country, and I believe that while we have in view the 
practical enactment of such a law as is pointed to in this Resolution. One of the 
greatest inducements to the mover and myself in bringing this Resolution forward, 
was to test the opinion of this House and the country. If that test is successful, 
and we find that we carry this resolution, I can promise hon. gentlemen, and the 
people throughout the country at large, that principle will be put into practice just 
so soon as we shall be able to carry it through ; but, unfortunately, this Session has 
already advanced so far that probably we may not be able to do anything effective 
this Session. If, however, we obtain the endorsation of the principle, we shall be 
well satisfied with our work this year, and trust to a future Session to accomplish the 
practical part of it.

Before closing, I have one more duty to perform which is at the same time a great 
pleasure, and that is to publicly acknowledge the kindness of those ladies of Ontario 
who,.a few days ago, sent to the mover and myself an evidence of their earnest sym* 
pathy and encouragement in the work we are doing. Knowing the principles of the 
hon. leader of this House, knowing that at no distant day in the future, those ladies • 
will probably have a voice in the election of members to this House and the govern*
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r— *-—now before us, at all events at , eady to pass the Resolution we have

«his morning and will have to* moreliM0" "‘T™ °'ClüCk a“d we sat ^ lat* 
it would perhaps be better if the hon v„ J V”y late to-morrow and the next night,
but move the adjournment of the debate Vthm orwdd”0tdbegin hi‘ SpMCh now'

** -
SIR HECTOR LANGEVIN.

«he adjournment of the debate.
MR f^HEr' Ï l°, T ‘hal ‘he debat= l* adjourned.

- s, rtisïrsrrs-r-*-?01otherwise I must oppose it. y ^ a: to support this motion ;
Motion agreed to and debate adjourned.

83
they 

t this 
0 not

find.

indif-

have

day,

T t0, 
their

It is

more than ten 
speak if the hon. gentleman wishes

I would suggest that the hon. gentleman

\

March 26th.

MR WmTÉlcXardw mHqr;S *" being read,

few mixtes, in pricing t the R ,
ttons submitted by the hon. member for King's N B 711 t ! R”°lu-

have come before Parliament at this particular time

persons asking for such a law. At that time we had in Parliament a iranMcT”

I ssïa;is=r3teiîa.vaaSSSI r m -W m

use more than a
the

r the

i
from them.the

just
as far as Parliament is 

a motion of this kind should 
We all remember that before

a

1 be
i the

the
dies •

HShi
, . _ . ,

? B,



in
«

l
it

a
84 DEBATE ON PROHIBITION.1
HS t? Le,ading adv0Ca,e of ,his Particular measure. In ,875 the question was 

oubtedly one of some little embarrassment. So large a representation of public
fetlT,8’ ““U ba Td *” lhC petitiona Presented to Parliament capsed people to 
Memb ,Tp rg avet0bed°ne:and'if 1 am mistaken, a cmcu, of 
present I amat ldT°‘WaS t'd which some “'’enty-fiv. hon. members -- 
L r „ T u 1 eVer'that °f ,hoae seventy-five there were only about eight 

ten almost who were themselves total abstainers. Although theywere deeply 
impressed with the importance of preventing everyone else using* intoxicating 
liquors, they did not entirely concur in the desirability of prohibition, so far as their 
own personal habits were concerned. The result of that caucus was that's conven- 
tion was held in the City of Montreal-a convention thoroughly representative in its 
who H A WerC 10 be found gentlemen from all parts of the Dominion 
dusionTh8! hM1S qUeS"°n °f temPerance legislation, and finally came to the con’ 
ddZ In ,, WaSVfry desirable lhat prohibition should be adopted, yet it 
did not appear to be quite desirable that it should be pressed upon the attention of
■ ar»a=mep a‘ lha‘ momenl' Ho'vever' sir, as the result of all that "agitation 
in 1878 the passage of the Scott Act

j do
! put
! We

sent 
notl 
nev< 
men 
for t 
«ver 
real] 
hibit 
woul 
good

r

V
the cwe had

~ . A , . ~"an Act similar to what was known as the
Dunkin Act, which preqeded it, passed by the old Parliament of Canada-by which 
every county or city municipal division in the Dominion was given the to 
prohibit within its own boundaries the retailing of intoxicating liquors. ^
is in^'iwd PCaker; lhat Act was regarded at that 'in», and until this resolution 

introduced now, so far as one could see, as a complete and sufficient answer to the
That" Ac, hhi be™presen,ed ,0 Parliam«n' asking for a prohibitory liquor law. 
That Act has been on the Statute Book since 1878 ; there has been no material 
amendment of it; a number of counties in the Martime Provinces and one or two 
counties in the Province of Ontario have adopted it; and I believe by-laws are 
s only to be submitted m a large numbM^the constituencies in Ontario. I think we 
may fairly assume, inasmuch as fhe_Aft h^not been generally adopted so far a. 
the Dominion a. large is concerned, that the people Æ-3C 
such intense desire for a prohibitory liquor law as would justify Parliament at this 
tone m passing the Resolution which has been submitted by my bon, friend from
ha”fatldfT|b,Chj1n,t ?aSS6d lhis Houl,e a= il ’lands, would, is a logical conclusion 
have to be followed by the legislation necessary to give it effect

Ido not understand sir, that the businés, of Parliament is simply to adopt 
abs rac propositions of this kind, and then leave them without any practical result 
Our duty is, if we adopt any such proposition, to follow it up by actual legislation 
Indeed, as far back as 1854,1 believe, some thirty years ago, a Bill was introduced

° °!d Canada hy ,he '»*• Hon. Malcolm Cameron, providing for
he prohibition of the sale of intoxicating liquors. If I mistake not, that Bill

Irnm/d a !c'a8e5Until 1*came 10 th= Anal motion, that the Bill do pass L be
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ro^ZCd"°whttVa2„l;Vi'hOULPr“hibiliOC'1 *hink w.-u8h„.

public sentiment is ripe for such a law P Slm? y to declare that 8t> soon as
We must all admit iZk that an an' fîh'T'T b” prepared 10 deal «-ith it. 
sentiment is at the back of it We J h‘S k,“d can”0' ** effec.tiv« unless public

ÜHlÜ*
ÜH5PÏÏSH
good as the passing of a prohibitory liquor law

the following effect : that these words be added to ^
in your hands :
strl^em Zu„r.o%PrZZiMisU.£nbliC 7"°" 7 «»'«»
competency of the ParhC of Ganadï" ’ “ the sam= “ wilhin the

These are the esact words of the Resolution introduced by Mr. Ross in Parli.
t, in I«75, and I do not think we can be accused of going very far wronc from a

not m ' ° *h1liqUOr lraffic_lKlve 11 an “Pen question as to where jurisdiction—I do 
ot mean exclusive jurisdiction—but as to where jurisdiction exists in this matter

finaYdt™’1 thl”V‘ dMirable'ifwe have the right at all, that we should wait for a

• Amendment agreed to.
On the main motion being put,

„.Z: fo^Amn,'s'lith "£?7i,“ 10 lh° main molion pranmted by the bon.
SLt.^r,fo.wcz‘o rLarworda in—» “»
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would no, suffer in any r^c” The "h T and thc «>un,ry

hibiting in counties oi municipalities, which Z "rMurntT"^ T-d ?rohibi,ion' Pr°- 
termed local prohibition Th/nrWlnl. t r. ,qy adoP!ed “> both. That is 
the hon. member for King's X fc? 7. h . Resolu,i™ moved by
for it certainly goes as far as th'nrohihii ih * * r may *** termed ,0,al prohibition, 
eating character ,ha, isimlXT^ n oXT °f ,iqtor °f “ i-oxi-
the enactment and enforcemehtîf 7 Lw prohibitinaTh”"7 "am?ly ' "Re,PectiBe 
and sale of intoxicating^ uors fL bev^raa» g the importation, manufacture 
been a matter of conitSvL for Z,^TV" ’ haVC “ id«' Ad i, has 
legislation which shaïltend in the direction ol what Tm”' »ive Practical
better name, "practiJLl nrohibitinn " th ♦ • *v l. 1 may term- for the want of a
tion of brandy PrurSXhiste oar ^V8; ! °f ’P^s. the prohibi-
en, kinds of spirits are named, *£££*£“ U”der'"’“‘h *b“e d»=r-

instance, derived from spirits is verv larv P ' Prohibition. The revenue, for 
the revenue from malt liquors only amounts to about'lIw^X,11^ thafthediflhrence'in

partiàl prohibition, would be of little
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very injurions to the community at large. In sentiment, I am prepared to go a. far 
as the Resolution goes, but, as a matter of prabtical legislation, I am not prepared to 
go that far at present. j

There are various difficulties, to my mind, in connection with legislation even to 
the extent to which I allude—the prohibition of spirits. The first objection we have 
to meet is the compensation to those who are engaged in the manufacture of this 
article in the country. I think it is only fair and reasonable, that if legislation 
should take away from the distillers their occupation and business, they should be, 
to a reasonable extent, compensated for the damages done to them by such legis
lation. That is the first principle in connection with these matters. I never felt 
very enthusiastic about the Dunkin cr Scott Act, chiefly because there was no com
pensation provided for those who were especially engaged in legitimate trade, or, at 
all events, in legalized trade. I think they ought to be reasonably compensated for 
such loss as they might suffer at the hands of this Parliament.

Now, that is the first obstacle we have to meet—compensation—and yet that 
would not be a very great matter, because in Canada, at the present day, there are 
only seven distilleries. Five of those do not amount to much, as to value or pro
duction. Two of them—the distillery at Toronto and the distillery at Windsor— 
are very large concerns, and would represent, at least, I should imaging two-thirds 
of the whole value of the seven distilleries. It was represented to me a year or two 
ago that the Toronto distillery represented half the value of the whole then existing 
distilleries, there then being in the country not less than twelve. Since that time— 
from what cause I do not pretend to say directly, or particularly, but I presume it 
is from the growing capacity of these two large distilleries-the othèf distilleries are 
giving up, and now, instead of twelve, there are only seven in existence, and the 
probabilities are that, in two or three years at most, these seven will be reduced to 
three or four, if they are still allowed to go on. The whole value of the property 
included in this question of distillation would, then, as was represented by one of the 
Inland Revenue officers, only represent about $5,000,000, and the Toronto distillery 
would represent about a half of the whole. So the question of compensation would 
not be so serious a question, involving only—the interest account.being taken as the 
only practical question—an expenditure to the country of about $100,000 or $200,000 

a year, as the case might be. «
There is also the question of revenue, which is probably the most important one, 

from our standpoint, as legislators, how we are going to meet that diminution of 
revenue which would actually arise, at the start, at all events, from legislation of this 
character, the prohibition of the production of spirits. I will give a few figures—not 
going lengthily into the question of figures—for the purpose of showing what this 
revenue is and whence it is derived. Taking the year ending the 30th June, 1882, 
there was brandy imported into this country, 265.608 gallons, entered for consump- •' 
tion, 265.608 ; the duty paid on that was $385,115.66. Under the nàme “ coidials,
3,280.gallons were imported ; entered for consumption the same amount, duty col- 
lected $6,233.04. Gin imported, 359.874 gallons ; the same amount entered for con-* 
sumption, and the duty on that $476,821.11. Rum, 118,620 gallons imported ; the M
same entered for consumption, on which a duty was collected of $157,263.95.
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3.55a,8,7, making a total emered fol “ SP'r " 892'398' “d ™ad= » Canada 
there was a revenue collected of »4 77, 43naumP'‘on of 4.445,‘’5 gaH°”*' 00 which 
ed under the same heads , n’43 3 1 883 there were of spirits import-
for consumption 4.892,870, ZresZttagTlm '" Ç-mada, 3,848,787 ; total entered 
there were, in 1882, imported 248301 galte™""6^ *5,273,854':!9- Of malt liquors 
total entered for consumption rit o^ L/fmm Tt*Canada' 1 '’850,425 gallons ; 
a75.l4. In 2883 there were imported 346 6a, ™n ° 4V™Ue collec,ed "»= *432,- 
gallohs ; a total of 12,934,424 Llont on whfoh ™ ‘he C°Un,r5r ,2’587.7a7
«463.876.5t. The imported lines in ,882 we h 1”° “ a revcnue collected of 
-s collected o, *405,^05.to; and l TSS ^ ~
911.37. So it will be seen, by comparison ^T’theJT u “ reVenUe of *437.- 
malt liquors and wines is so small that it hep “e ‘figures, that the revenue from 
amount collected from spirits But ther ' comPariso= with the large
liquors which are drank, brandy * Zrel.Z l StrMgtb
to 90 per cent, of alcoholic! strength rum th 'D ***" COUntrjr to P°8sess from 85 
8 to t2 ; sherry, port and ,8 ,0 25 ‘V ? 1 73 : b°='
Canadian wines, about the same ; French tinel light 4°aS USUally ,mPorledi 
by a comparison of the brandy rum crin anri L ? ’ 5. *° 20 P®r cent- So we see, 
large amount of alcoholic strength is in the whi ‘8k<iy’''’lth beer and «'“est that the 
with the beer and the wine. ey' brandy and ru™. as compared

.s=ssm^h'!lrlTàk‘ôhalich,SstCr°e™!rhy “‘f'f0 80 far »» to prohibit the liquors pos- 
it is now sold by licensed tateZ iL ^ aU°W good. “d wine to be sold" as 

adulteration of those beers agd wines to be'm' ^'cb 'l “ done al present, the 
them to be protected, so that’thev shall no, h. 'T ,^' a”d ‘h‘ ’’“P*6 who faay drink 
any alcohol beyond the proper strength or t adUl,”aled either > ««.addition of

source of revenue by the d“,mïffl"C°gaiaed »“* -ad«“
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and violence andlhe^oteoy Jry^ttic'h” '*'** Wh!? produceatbe ra8™”=y 
land, and especially in cieies We fi aL- ^ Ï “ 80 sadly Been over the whole 
having ready access to These strongTlrinks3 '"rhe "" "la “»
vent their reaching these drinks .fa r .7? y won d ‘herefore, to pro. 
think that, at all events it would h "V ^ thls, by ,a Prohibition of spirits, we 
might be the ultimate result it would ‘t!™ ln lhe ri*ht direction, and, whatever 
whether the idea of prohibition n id ™ab e “f lo understand more particularly 
safely in the country. C°U practically carried out successfully and

89
Of

>rt-
red

i
IV

there'is conftrnionmmugh’now’in31'011 ™ -hat direCli°U ‘hiS SMsion’ wera il «* ‘hat
on between the Federal r”7 c™n=h"" wtth this matter. A dispute i, going
matter, and until that is settle" Tth'mk 7“' T”'"'"''.6”18 reference to ‘his 
wise, to introduce another element of W°U d not be Judlcl0U8. H would not be 
this trade. We know that ™h • • 1Dt° country in connection with fications all otmr^the'country^It'affect,ndueace may bs. this trade has it. rami- 

and therefore it must be dealt with in.” a°*! tl,S* °f trade m ,he country. discord and that disturbance i P™1™1 manner, so as not to create that
financial and social standmg of the country Wh‘Ch W°“ld ** to ■**“

=

SttStem

’27

of

zV
l!

ge
le
$5
r,
i;
B,

d

f support1

what extent.

sSSSSt»‘*ssa rrLmFrF™'•■s.riss:doctrine of total prohibition ” en,<>r,nf! my prolMl a8ain,‘ *•

When the BUI got into Committee, I was followed by aUghmuhority, alegislation.

7

S§;m
j

1m
*



4 WtFF

DEBATE ON PROHIBITION.90

gentleman who occupied the Chair which you now occupy, and who, on the floor of 
the House, used very, strong and very forcible words upon this subject, and which 
expressed much more aptly and eloquently than I can, the objections which 1 have 
against the doctrine of total prohibition. The then speaker (Mr. Anglin) used this 
language :

I feel it my duty as one of the representatives of the people, to say a few words 
on this Bill. I protest most solemnly against legislation of this kind. I regard it as 
the most pernicious/and injurious character that can possibly be conceived, and also 
of the most tyraoical character. It is a declaration that it is the right of the majority 
of the population of this Dominion to dictate to the minority of the people what they 
shall eat and what they shall drink, and what opinion they shall profess, or even 
what they shall wear. Tyranny mot* gross than this it is impossible for man to con
ceive ; and, therefore, do I most solemnly protest against this Bill and against the 
principle upon which it is based.”

I will not go on to read the rest of the brief but eloquent speech [he delivered 
upon that subject, but he pointed out that where total prohibition had been intro^ 
duced into the Province of New Brunswick, from which he came, after a.trial of a 
year or two it was found to be such a complete failure that the Legislature was 
specially convened for the purpose of repealing it, and it has stood repealed there 

ever since.
My hon. friend who rqoved this Resolution is, of course, an enthusiast in favor of 

total prohibition ; it is, if 1 may venture to use the term, his hobby. But, I do not 
think it would be right to allow a motion of this kind to pass without entering my 
protest àgainst it. The addition which my hon. friend from Cardwell has made to 
the Resolution makes it so innoxious that I think nobody will be hurt by its passing. 
Therefore I do not think it necessary to say much on the question ; but I do feel that 
it is the duty of any one who entertains as strong and decided opinions as I do, against 
the constitutionality, against the propriety of the doctrine of total prohibition by 
legislation, not jo allow, even this Resolution, so modified, to pass, without expressing 
that protest, as 1 do now.

I quite agree with my hon. friend from Toronto (Mr. Beaty), that if we are to 
have any kind of prohibition, a prohibition of the production and sale of s, irituoua 
liquors would, possibly, do some good in the way of producing temperance and pre
venting intemperance, and that the public interest would be served by an increase 
in the production and use ot malt and malt liqBors, and a diminution in that of 
spirituous liquors. I find that in the State of New York, with a population of about 
equal to that of the Dominion, the revenue derived Jrom the production of malt and 

x malt liquors, is over #6,000,000; while our revenue from malt and malt liquors, 
according to "the Inland Revenue returns, has amounted, on the average in 
the last four years, to only #411,173. Now, that shows that malt and malt liquors 
are more generally consumed in the State of New York, with i‘s population of 4,000,- 
000, than they are in the Dominion of Canada. The revenue return from the United 
States also shows that the use of malt liquors has increased in the eastern State» 
while the use of spirituous liquors has diminished ; I think, therefore, that it would be 
for the, interests of Canada lo have such legislation as would tend to foster the use ot 
malt rather thin spirituous liquors.

But there is another point of view from which it is important, in the interests of
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of Canada, that this result should be obtained. Malt is the product of Canada ; malt 
is made from barley, that la largely produced, especially in the Province of Ontario.
Spirits are made from corn, which is produced in the western States, and imputed 
into Canada. If we can diminish the use of spirits and the use of corn imported 
from the States for that purpose, we will increase the use of malt, inasmuch as the 
American market for the manufacture of malt has been, to a great extent, cut off by 
the recent alteration of the duties in the United States. It is all the more important 
in the interests of the farming community of Ontario, at all events, that the use of 
malt and malt liquors in Canada, should be increase-! ; and by any legislation which 
will have that result, we are directly fostering and benefiting the interests of the 
farmers, at any rate, of the Province from which I come.

Then, with reference to the passing of the Scott Act, which my hon. friend from 
Toronto has reference to. I am informed on very good authority, and I think the 
returns and reports in the possession of the Department of Inland Revenue will con
firm the statement, that in the county of Halton, which has come within the opera
tions of the Scott Act, the use of spirits has immensely increased, while the use of 
malt liquors has proportionately diminished. That naturally results from the fact 
that malt liquors are bulky and cannot be carried or handled with the same ease aa 
spirituous liquors. I believe, too, that the Scott Act is greatly abused there ; that 
the practice which naturally prevails of allowing the use of spirits on medical certifi
cates, is abused to such a gross extent that members would be almost horrified at 
reading the report which is in the hands of the Minister of Inland Revenue, from the 
officers of his Department, showing that the use of spirituous liquors and the sale of 
spirits by druggists under the guise of medical certificates now actually exceedea 
the sale of spirits formerly made by the ordinary licensed tavern keepers. If that'be 
the result of the Scott Act, what is the use of desiring its extension ? Are the advo" 
cate* of temperance furthering their cause before the country by pressing on the 
people an Act, the practical results of which have been to increase the use of spirits, 
the most dangerous kind of intoxicating liquor, and to diminish the use of beer 'and 
ale, which is the least dangerous kind ? Are they not doing 'an injury to the cause 
of temperance, instead of a benefit, by forcing this kind of legislation on the public ?

I do not propose, at this period of the Session and of the evening, to occupy 
more time in discussing this subject ; but I felt it would not be right, entertaining the 
opinion I do, to record a silent vote either in favor of the Resolution, if it passes 
without voting, or against it, and that it upA my duty, at all events, as one enter- 
talning a deliberate conviction, that this kind of legislation was improper and could 
not pass, not to allow the present occasion to pass without entering that protest 
formally, by giving utterance to the opinion I have expressed.

MR. JAMIESON. It is not my intention, Mr, Speaker, to detain the Houaeat any 
length in discussing this question. I think thé advocates of prohibition can very well 
rest their caise on the able speeches delivered by the mover and seconder of the 
Resolution. However, since the discussion is likely to become somewbat géttéral,
I desire to detain the House for a few moments while I attempt to discuss tttt ques
tion. So tiras the question of prohibition is contenied; I may say. at the outset, 
that I am a prohibitionist pure and simple. It seems to me thtiquaetbe Wlotei» , :
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itself on the House ere long. It may be true that the country is not just prepared 
for the measure at the present time ; that may be true, or it may not be true. There 
are, no doubt, differences of opinion in regard to that matter. I think we can judge 
the sentiments of the country largely from the votes lately cast when the Scott Act 
was submitted in several of the counties and municipalities throughout the Dominion.

There are many who support general prohibition, who are not in favor of this 
partial prohibition, which seems to commend itself to the hon. member for West 
Toronto (M-r. Beaty). For my part, I have not such strong faith in partial prohi
bition as some hon. members who advocate the Scott Act have. I think, owing to 
the very great evils of the liquor traffic, widespread as they are throughout the 
whole Dominion, the only proper remedy to apply will be that of general prohibition.

I grant that this question is surrounded by very many difficulties. I suppose the 
Finance Minister, if prohibition werk^soac»ed at the present time, would find diffi
culty in the meantime in procuring sufficient revenue with which to carry on the 
affairs of the country. However, there can be no doubt that the difficulty arising 
from that source would be only a temporary one. I think the volume of capital now 
engaged, and the labor employed in connection with the traffic in intoxicating liquors, 
if turned into other channels, would very shortly bring about a state of things which 
would ensure to the Finance Minister sufficient revenue, even though he were 
wholly deprived of the revenue from that traffic.

We are not discussing the provisions of a prohibitory liquor law here to-night ; if 
we were, I should feel it my duty to state my views at some length in regard to the 
provisions whicb^ such an Act should contain. The hon. member fay West Toronto 
(Mr. Beaty), says the great difficulty he has to meet in examining this question .is 
that of compensation. Although I do not admit the principle for a moment, that 
parties engaged in the traffic are entitled to compensation, still I would be prepared, 
speaking for myself, to admit the principle of compensation were a prohibitqry law 
framed and submitted to the country, in order to put an end to contention and agi
tation which might arise if compensation were not conceded. So far as distillers are 
concerned, it might be conceded to give them compensation, and also in a few other 
cases. Bi^t to apply the general principle of compensation in a prohibitory liquor 
law could not be allowed for a moment. I apprehend there are hon. members in 
this House who will recollect when an army of draymen furnished water for the 
supply of Ottawa. At present it is supplied by the corporation through the city 
water works. All those men have been deprived of their employment, and if the 
principle of compensation were admitted, the Corporation of Ottawa ought to have 
compensated all those men whose employment was taken away from them by the ^ 
construction of those works, which are of such great importance to the city. But, as 
I have said, I will be quite prepared to concede the principle of compensation if we 
are able to get rid of the great evils in connection with the traffic in intoxicating liquors.

It has not been contended by any hon. member who has yet spoken, nor do I 
apprehend it will be contended by any hon. gentleman who may follow me, that the 
qqestion of the evils of the liquor traffic is debatable. Every person throughput the 
land conçedes at once the great evils flowing from the traffic in intoxicating liquors, 
and it seems an astounding fact, that while we can legislate for the suppression <*
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1sd crime, and of almost every imaginable offence, we cannot apply a remedy to this, 

great evil, which is destroying some of the best and noblest in our land, and which 
is bringing about the destruction of such a vast amount of property. How are we 
to arrive at the sense of the country on this question ? The hon. member for Card- 
well (Mr. White) has paid a very excellent compliment to this House by saying this 
is the most temperate Parliament ever assembled at the capital. I think we caught to 
be flattered by the opinion which the hon. gentleman holds of us, and I beliefre I can 
add my testimony to that of the hon. gentleman, because before I came Here I was 
told that if I occupied a seat in Parliament I would come in contact with a great 
deal of drunkenness. Now, sir, I am prepared to say that in a body of 211 men, 
chosen indiscriminately from the different constituencies of the Dominion, we have, 
on the whole, a body of men here who are noted for their sobriety.

Some hon MEMBERS. Hear, hear.
MR. JAMESON. Now, sir, I do not often occupy the time of this House, and I 

am sure I will have a candid hearing on this occasion. I think we are discussing 
very important and very serious question. I refer to the speech of the hon. member 
for Cardwell (Mr. white), who paid a compliment to this House, and I say that his 
amendment was not in accord with the sentiments which he uttered. I hold, that 
the character of the representatives sent by the different constituents of this Domin
ion may fairly and reasonably be taken to be a reflex of the public Sentiment upon 
the temperance question throughout the Dominion ; and if it be, sir, the truth that 
the constituencies have sent to this House a body of men who are deserving of the 
high compliment which the hon. gentleman has paid them, then, I believe the 
country is prepared for prohibition,

The next question which will arise, in the event ot the Resolution carrying as 
amended by the hon. member Cardwell, is, how are we to ascertain the sentiments 
of the people of this Dominion on the question. The hon. gentleman referred to the 
Montreal convention, a body of men representing the temperance sentiment, the 
prohibition sentiment, of this Dominion, in 1874. I happened to be a member of 
that convention, and the question was very fully discussed there as to the proper 
means of taking the sense of the people upon that question. In my judgment, a 
very proper mode was arrived at, when the convention, by resolution, gave it as their 
deliverance that the sentiment of the country should be ascertained by a plebiscite. 
Now, if we ever arrive at the sentiments of the country on this question, I think that 
’s the proper mode in which to arrive at it. I never could ascertain why the 
Government of that day did not accept the proposition of that convention. I was 
informed afterward by a report of the gentlemen to whonythe resolution was entrusted 
to carry to the Government, that the answer of the First Minister of that day was, 
that it woulS'beunconstitutional to attempt to taxe the sense of the people ofjthis Dom- 
inrtion anyviuch manner, I never could understand why it was unconstitutional, I 
know that In other countries, such as France, the public sentiment of the country on a 
given question has often been ascertained by % plebiscite, and I think this question 
is of sufficient importance to warrant the Government of this Dominion in ascertain* 
ing the sentiment of the public on the question in thst way.

Now, sir, we will no doubt, be told that prdhibitory legislation has been afafluro
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94 DEBATE ON PROHIBITION.

in nearly every case in which it has heed- tried ; and we often hear of the Maine 
liquor law 
but I woi

tl
w ; we often hear that it haa not restrained the traffic in intoxicating liquors, 
aid ask you, and through you, the members of this House, whether any effort 

to repeal that law has ever been successful. On the contrary, from time to time, the 
people of the State of Maine, instead of taking a retrograde step on that question, 
having taken an advance step, by making the law more perfect and stringent. We 
have had a great deal of legislation in this country for the purpose of regulating the 
traffic in intoxicating liquors ; but. it seems to me that that traffic refuses to be 
regulated. I am credibly informed that on the British Statute Book there are over 
200 enactments which have been passed with a view of regulating the traffic in 
intoxicating liquors. But, sir.it has been found there, as has been here, that it 
refuses to be regulated, and when we find a traffic refusing to be regulated, a traffic 
above and beyond the restrictiona which the law attempts to throw round about it, 
it is time that traffic should be prohibited. I know, sir, that perhaps my sentiments 
will not meet with the approbation of all my constituents, but I am speaking my 
honest convictions upon this question. I am prepared to do justice to those engaged 
in the traffic in intoxicating liquors, and I trust before this Parliament is at an end 
or at least before many years pass by, we will have legislation upon this question! 
which will put an end at once and forever to the traffic in intoxicating liquors, and 
in order to do so, for my part, I am prepared to allow any reasonable degree of 
compensation to those engaged in the traffic—not because 1 believe they are 
entitled to it, but just for the purpose of putting an end to the traffic. We may 
educate our children to the best of our ability, but the evils of the traffic are so great» 
that when they get away from us they may be ruined by the evil influences which 
flow from it.
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opinions upon it, and though they may be, perhaps, distasteful to a number of those 
who occupy seats in this House, or if not distasteful, at least in opposition to their 
views, I believe it is the duty of the people's representatives, of mes occupying 
such positions as we occupy, when such an important question comes before the 
House, to honestly and candidly state their views upon it, in order that the country 
and Parliament may know where we stand in regard to it.

MR. McCRANEY. I had no intention of saying a word upon this occasion ; nor 
should I have risen but for the remarks which were made by the hon. member for 
Victoria (Mr. Cameron), in reference to the operation of the Scott Act in the 
County of Hatton, which I represent. However, I may refer somewhat to the 
remarks made by the hon. member for Toronto (Mr. Beaty). Speaking with 
reference especially to the revenue obtained from the traffic, he laid a great deal of 
stress on the fact that we have obtained a large amount of revenue from it ; and he 
went on to show that we were collecting about $5,000,000 per annum from this traffic. 
The hon. gentlemen did not take into account the loes which the people of this 
country sustained from the use and abuse of the traffic in intoxicating liquors. I 
have repeatedly taken the trouble to go over this matter casefully, end I have 

< satisfied myself that there is no comparison whatever between the revenue thie 
country obtains from the traffic in intoxicating liquors, and the loss sustained by it,
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through the use and abuse of this traffic. I am satisfied in my own mind, that if you 
take into account the amount of liquor that is imported and the amount that is 
manufactured and sold at retail prices, the land used for growing grain, hops and 
other products used in the manufacture of liquors, the capital and labor employed 
in the wholesale and retail liquor business, the loss of labor that might be employed 
in other industries, the destruction of property by land and by water, the theft, bad 
debts, failures, pauperism, destitution, sickness, insanity and death produced through 
the traffic, you have a sum of money that will outweigh five times—yea, more—ail 
the amount of revenue obtained from this traffic.

And even supposing, sir, that we do receive a large amount of revenue from it, 
will any amount of revenue compensate us for, or will it justify, a moral wrong or a 
social suicide to the people of this country ? Will any amount of revenue justify 
the fact that many of the people of this country are destroying themselves by the 
use of intoxicating liquors ? I have no hesitation in saying, sir, that the amount of 
loss to this country—absolute less—worse than loss—resulting from this traffic, 
amounts to 125,000.000 or I30.000.000 per annum. Why, sir, tlfere would be no 
difficulty in providing for our public works if this traffic were abolished in the 
country. I am satisfied that there is not a single individual in this House who does 
not recognize the fact that enough money is lost by the use and abuse of this traffic in 
the ways I have indicated, to complete all the public works of this country in a very 
few years.

Now, sir, I come to a statement made by the hon. member for Victoria, Ontario 
(Mr. Cameron). I am perfectly astonished at the statement made by that hon 
gentleman. Where he has obtained his information I certainly cannot tell; but I 
have no hesitation in saying that he could not have obtained it from those engaged 
in the traffic in the county of Halton. I state most emphatically that the statement 
is incorrect—that the hon. gentleman has been misinformed. I statemost unhesi
tatingly—and I am satisfied I can prove what I say on the testimony of the hotel- 
keepers themselves—that there is not one-tenth, or one-fifth at moet, of the amount 
of liquor |old in the county of Halton to-day, tjaat there was before the adoption of !
the Scott Act. The Scott Act Is as well administered in that county as any other ‘
Act in force there. We all know that in a small county like Helton there aie diffi
culties in the way of enforcing it strictly ; we know that individuals are able, to gome 
extent, to obtain liquor. But, sir, the statement that there ie as much liquor sold as 
before the passage of the Act is entirely incorrect ; and if the boo. gentleman ob
tained hie information from the Inland Revenue officer, it ia something new to me.
I asked, in thig Hougg, last Session, for a return, showing the number of certificates 
that had been given by phvsuums, in the county of Halton, to enable persona to ob
tain liquor, knd very few were returned.

MR. CAMERON (Victoria). I did not state—I wiafa to correct my hon^ firiend— 
that E.obtnined the information myself from the Department of Inland Reveeue ; bet. 
my informationw communicated to me by * party who Had hhrteglf aoangnd 
beard the reports of the officer of Intend Revenue, in the poegeseion of thftt pepe*t- 
ment, end I *m perfectly witting that the ooweetnage of ay statoraant should be 
decided by reference to the reports of the inland Revenu* offieer, se*tluto}b»
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Department in the last week 
firm my statement that the
diminish», „nderthe

mg Of the Dominion Alliance ütat has jus” token T' ^ him '° a
man from the county of Halton spoke as follows :_P ““ T°r0nt°' where a gmtle-

to««C‘ k°mf forc"M'l 'efpi ired” a'r'^ecu lto ̂  knoclT g,pa,ly diminished since 
‘°. ge‘ a drin,k II was a rare thing to see r^uXe k and a introduction
The honest farmers got home rallier after ^ïtav thT*” l"- lhVtree<s of Milton. 
If th.uTtT? ,he,r money in treating, which wasVÎSdlS**"1’ whle th'y fonnerlv

such ,^ ,Z"ra,They ZuTd ZTLt
b^carnt^ inTfJadjoinhagTotmtTof^Pee/^TheT^m^ would

The statement lade”by ' Ui^g^nUeman l'F^t 

880 1 mcl a gentleman who has, perhaps the lar T' ' Venfy °nly a few days 
Halton. and who „„ recently a UcenT Coml?” T*. T ,he C'™"'y of 
man, and I put the question to himlt What do yo’tTthTk H* k ”0t * ,emP*ranc® 
tng well in Halton ? Has it diminished the u«. J , h k~IS lhe Sco“ Act work- 
that it had. I asked him, " to what extent do »„ 1"'ox'c*l|ng ''inors ?'• He stated 

satisfied there is not one-fifth of the quantity of liquWMld “!k?”id ' " 1 am 
to-day that there was under license.:' I asked him hn VÏ* U”'y °f Hal,0° 
sold before the Scot, Act came into force He a n ** 'buUgh< had been 
Of 1,00.000 worth of liquor had been sold per Innum a. th”* 'be neighborh°°d 
of hotels—some forty two : but that his candid • • ’ * ,here were a lar*e number 
cover all ,h„ was now ,„,d under the Scot,£ IT T U°'°°0 W°“ld Mfe,y 

hotel-keepers, 1 have no hesitation in savin» th , ,k * ' ” 'qUOr being sold bP the well i, the Ac, respected a, the^n”™, t^ttoThotT^ ”,d' ,n ** » 

within the last few days, have put up over their hotel dn™^'k“per*' 1 am informed, 
liquor could be obtained there I haw, also the onint™1 T'™8 tha‘ no
from the Countv of Halton to-day. He stated that tk f * g<”,tl*n,an ”h° came •ha, when ,h, time cam. f„, th, re-m‘Mge or r^L /" WOrld”g «* a-d 
whatever that the Act would be re-passed as thnTT. i°f he had °° doub<
fied with it, and it was working much b^ter than fTto ” ”” becomine more satis- 
ple are law-abiding citizens and I have no dnnht k ^ commencemenl- Our peo- 
were pa,«ni by this Parliament, and one or twd yto^^.V' * pr°hibitory ,a” 

traffic to get out of the businet», the law would bT7«^L T mg,ged in tbe out. I will not occupy the time of th. , J." rMP*c,e<i end properly carried 
elude by toying that Thave ahvays ÜL ^ ” ,'hi’ qUM,ioa' b“< con-

pared to .apport any measure whicH has for its obiec °ffi.Prollk^ST' “d “ pre" 
traffic ; and I would like very much to see a division of ‘h proh,b,*,on of liquor
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lution in the House The h ° l88j' we have a fair chance of ernperanc Act 
delivered in r8;8 I think h” ge"llema” read an extract from H Carrymg lh,s reso- 
derstand, his adLenr, X X * f°™er ^ 3 »P«ch

Amongst others was this t’haUh'" S'afemen's ,hat were made by ,ha!aVe 1 Un'

r “ itr, r ,-*•*> rat rra—atSSraaaSar-»has simply to do with the lrldu7^ 'Shal' WMr or shall not wear A« 7h ' ^ Shal1 
far removed from that kind of f '°n a°d Sale °f intoxicating liquor an? oh,b',ory law
-he hon. ge„,,eman r h w,,h r t “ 7 “ """“r  ̂ “ “
“ arga™e"' why prohibit „tTlv*'‘7' law He ,7,7 “*
tdory law in ,855. and. after it had b^n ,71 N‘W Bru"aw,ck passed a 7’7 
was repealed. As a matter of f 7 lhe s-alute Book two or th P h''
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Ththis Dominion in which it has been introduced and voted upon, its main support has 
from the rural districts, from the farmers themselves. It is not in the rural 

districts that such a law is unpopular, but it is rather in the cities,-towns and villages 
in the populated centres, that the vote goes against it. Take, for example, the vote 
recently given in Oxford County ; it was in Woodstock town, where the vote was 
largely against it ; but every ruraf district in that county gave its adherence, in large 
majorities, to the principle of prohibition, as therein embodied. The hon. gentleman 
has spoken with reference to the failure of the Scott Act in the .County of Halton. 
but that statement has been very well refuted and met by the counter testimony 
given by the representative of the County of Halton, from his place in Parliament. I 
win, however', just call the attention of Parliament to the grounds the hon. gentle
man has taken to prove that the Scott Act has been a failure in the County of Halton 
How does he attempt to prove it ? He states that in the Inland Revenue Report 
there is proof that will convince any person that more liquor is now sold in that 
county, under medical certificates, by the druggists, than was formerly sold by the 
licensed victuallers. Has thV hon. gentleman read the pages of the Inland Revenue 
Report ? Can he find out from the pages of any report the amount of intoxicating 
liquors sold in any county any Province i^ this Dominion ? It is impossible that 
such figures can occur or be found m. the report in the possession of any Department 

* of this Government. What is the whole ground upon which he bases the failure of 
the Scott Act ? Because medical certificates have been abused, is that the fault of 
the Scott Act ? Not at all ; it is the fault'bf some medical practitioners who, I am 
sorry to say, have not that feeling of honor which generally characterizes the medi
cal profession, and who are willing to abuse the privileges of their profession for a 
small consideration or for no consideration." The proper way to cure this abuse is 
not by getting rid of the Act, buft by getting rid of the practices which are done in 
defiance of the spirit of the Act. I am not at all opposed to either the remarks or 
the spirit of the remarks which were made by the hon. gentleman from Cardwell. I 

in the main with what he has stated in the Resolution. * I did not object fô it,
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and would not have voted against that which was added to the Resolution.

So much, sir, with reference to what has been stated; and now, if the House will 
allow me just a few moments, I will make a few remarks with reference to the right, 
the necessity, and the efficiency of prohibition, and then leave the matter for this 
House to decide upon. W&ile I had the honor of addressing some remarks fo this 
House in the beginning of this debate, touching especially the great importance of this 
subject, touching the scientific aspect of it, and touching the economic aspects of this 

- question, I believe there were very few gentlemen on.either side of this House who 
were disposed to question what I then stated. The whole practical question comes 
down to a point of difference between gentlemen who are present, when we come to 
choose the method for getting rid of the great evils which admittedly flow from this 
traffic. The question is for us to decide as to whether prohibition js necessary, 
whether it is right, and whether it has been or can be proved to be effective. This, I 
say, is the great question.

Now, then, I think the necessity of prohibition is very well proved from two or 
three considerations, which I will give in very brief space. The first is this, sir :
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DEBATE ON PROHIBITION.

That all preceding legislation has failed to diminish the scope of the evils which 
suit from the traffic, and has failed to minimize those evils, as they should have been 
minimized. And we must take another thing into consideration when 
discuss that part of the question ; we must take into consideration this fact, that 
not only has law been doing its work for the last fifty or the last twenty-five years 
quite effectively, but alongside of law there has been also a very strong and increas
ing force of education and of the spread of information. It will be patent to the 
observation, and known to all members present, that the last twenty-five years espe
cially, in Great Britain, in the United States, and in the Dominion of Canada, have 

very great and a very increasing revival in the means for bringing this question 
before the people in mass, for educating them with reference to the effect of intoxica
ting liquors, for putting temperance instruction into the books, the paper, the litera
ture and the schools of the country ; and the law that has been on the Statute Book 
in these countries for the last twenty-five years has been most efficiently aided by 
these moral means amongst the peoplè, which have been working in connection with 
the law. Take that into consideration, and yet-^come to the test by results, and 
what do we find ? In Great Britain we find that in i860 the liquor bill 
£84,000.000; in i88z it had risen to £128,000,000. We find that the 
ily proceeded against for drunkenness in England and Wales in i860 were 78,000, 
and the cases proceeded against in like manner in 1879 were 178 000. We find shat in 
1831 the liquor bill per capita of the people of Great Britain was £2 15s,; in 1875 it had 
risen to £3 5s. In 1831 the absolute consumption of alcohol was sixteen pints per head: 
in 1879 it had risen to seventeen pints per head^ What do these results show? They 
show that,along with all the restrictive license legislation, which has been growing in 
strictness /or the last twenty-fivtf years, aided by all the methods of information and 
teaching that philanthropy and religious fervor could bring about, there has been an 
absolute increase in the consumption, the cost and the evil results which flow from in
toxicating liquors, When we come to ask the reason why, the answer is apparent, 
when we find that in Great Britain to-day there are 190,000 persons who sell intoxica
ting liquors from January until December, keeping open places where facilities for 
drinking ànd where inducements and temptations are openly put before the people, 
and as long as this takes place, just so long will the law and the moral suasion itself 
be insufficient to bring about the good results that all good citizens ask for. The very 
same thing may be stated with reference to the United States of America, and I 
think the same thing can very well be stated of this Dominion of Canada, that, 
taking into consideration all this revival of temperance interest, and all this diffu
sion of education and of moral effort, we find that, in the Dominion of Canada, the 
consumption of spirits keeps about the same, that the consumption of beer is in
creasing, and that the criminality which comes from the traffic in intoxicating liquors 
is not decreasing to any appreciable degree, and forms a subject which is challenging 
attention, and is one of the most important factors in producing the deep and wide 
agitation which at present is going on in this country for relief from those evils. So]
I say, the necessity for a prohibitory law is shown by the failure, of preceding 
attempts at legislation to minimize the evils which result from this traffic, or to dim
inish the scope of that traffic sufficiently to meet the wants and the wishes of the people.
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loo DEBATE ON PROHIBITION.

But, sir, we can show that prohibition is necessary, as a result from experience 
in the trial of law. I wish simply to call the attention of this House to one fact,
that is. that the principle of prohibition has already been admitted, has already been 
embodied, has already been acted upon. Take up any license law you have upon 
the Statute Book of any country, and what do you find the chief and saving element 

It is the amount of prohibition that you have infused into the 
law. You say by your license laws that liquor shall not be sold on Sundays ; that is 
an application of the principle of prohibition. You say it shall not be sold after 
seven o'clock on a Saturday night ; that, too, is an application of the principle of pro
hibition. You say it shall not be sold to minors ; that is another application of the 
principle of prohibition. So, when you come to find out the grip and grasp of your 
license law, is in the amount of prohibition you have infused into it, it is in direct 
proportion to the extent to which you have applied that principle. Now, the peo
ple of this broad country have come to the conclusion that these laws are effective, 
only as they contain this application of the principle of prohibition, and that they 
have hitherto not done what the country desires to have done. The country's will 
is, that this shall be made stricter and stricter ; that is, that more of the prohibitive 
element should be imported into the laws, and I make bold to stand up and declare 
from my place in Parliament, that this free people in the Dominion of Canada will 

cease their agitation, and will not be satisfied until the largest application of the 
principle of prohibition has been made to a traffic which they know is an enemy to 
the best interests, material, moral, and social, of the people. I say the tendency of 
the people, the drift of legislation, whiêh comes from the call and demands of the 
people, is in the line of a complete and total prohibition of the traffic in intoxicating " 
liquors.

in that license law ?
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More than that, sir ; I wish to point out just a simple fact, which shows how this 
tendency is making itself felt. Why, I remember when, not long ago, a county by 
the name of Lennox, not very far from this city of Ottawa, made a turn round with 
reference to its political complexion, and by a slight majority elected a gentleman 
who at present sits in this House, that one half of the press of the country heralded 
it forth that a great change was taking place in the political aspect of the country, 
and that the change was indicated by this reversal of the vote. I remember also, when ‘ 
the county of York, in my native Province, by .a very significant vote, turned round 
on its former party allegiance, so to speak, and elected my hon. friend who now 
represents it here' by a large majority, it was heralded throughout the country by 
the other half of the press of the country, as indicating a very significant change.

Let me call the attention of the hon. gentlemen of both parties to other Indica
tions of a very significant change. Since the Canada Temperance Act, 1878, has 
been before the country, it has been submitted in forty counties and cities of this 
Dominion, and it has been carried , in thirty-three of them. It has bfcen lost by a 
majority of six, while in St.John, the commercial metropolis of my own Province, 
the vote resulted in a tie and the Act was lost. When I count up the votes upon 
that Act I find that there were cast in favor of it 45,080, and against it there 
23,606 votes, or as nearly as possible of two to one in favor of the principle of prohi- 
bition. Will the hon. gentleman say that that does not sufficiently indicate the temper
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entrenched hold m the hearts of the people, and-that 
the indications have already given ns a right to go
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DEBATE ON PROHIBITION.

restricted, and within that sphere it ought to be kept inviolable. Sir, do we pot in
fringe upon what some people call personal liberty in our other legislation ? There 
is, for instance, a law upon our Statute Book which states that I shall not purchase 
a revolver, fill it with cartridges and carry it about the street on my person ; if I do 
so, I am liable to punishment. Now, why is that ? Because it is feared that in a 
moment of provocation or quick excitement, I, having that deadly arm in my pos
session might use it to the detriment of a fellow creature. The temptation ma^ 
occur and I majstyield to it, and harm would result. But there the law comes down, 
and public sentiment upholds it, and says, that in the general interest, I should be 
deprived of what I might consider my personal right. So it is with reference to 
quarantine, so it is with reference to a thousand other things that I might mention. 
Wherever they infringe upon public rights and interests, the public cries a halt, and 
asks that they should be exercised, only in so far as they are not detrimental to 
the greatest good of the greatest number.

Well, sir, I think, then, without speaking further on this point, that it is competent 
to a country, by virtue of that preventive pojver which it possesses, to shield itself 
from enemies, within or without, by virtue of that protective power which every 
people has to look after and develop its best interests. We should carefully take 
away that which hinders their development. Frdm all these considerations, it 
seems to me perfectly within the right oê a people to prohibit a public act which a 
majority of them consider tp be detrimental; therefore, on those grounds the people 
may prohibit the sale, or the manufacture of strong drink which produces an infirmity 
o mischief, counterbalanced by an infinitesimal portion ot gocd.

I think hpn..gentlemen are sometimes very unreasonable in applying canons to 
test a prohibitory law which they would not dream of applying to any other law upon * 
the Statute Book. A prohibitory law is but the creation of the people's voice, 
fallible as all other laws are. Now, sir, do we expect a law to be carried out unless 
it has a fair chauce for its enforcement ? Do we expect, in the first place, that law 
should do more than to minimize the evil against which it is directed ? Men cite 
prohibitory countries and say that notwithstanding the law, people can drink and 
people can sell, and they quote that as an indubitable proof that the law has been a 
failu*. Sir, that is not a fair test for a law. No law proposes to do more than 
minimize the evils against which it is directed, and if we are reasonable, as I trust 
we are we shall not ask that a prohibitory law shall utterly annihilate the evil 
against which it is directed, any more than we should ask that any other law should 
utterly annihilate the evil against which it is aimed. We have laws upon the Statute 
Book, but we have violations of thoàe laws in every community. The test to be 
applied is, does the law minimise the evil and keep it down ? If so, it is useful and 
ought to be maintained. So much, then, with respect to the test of law. Recollect 
that it is not to entirely annihilate the evil but to minimize It, to bring it within 
the smallest possible compass, that we may maintain such laws as advisable ; and 
if you find such laws minimise the evil, they are a success and not a failur^c-I^hope 
that the same reasonable and fair test may be given to prohibitory laws as is granted 
by common consent to every other law we place on the Statute Book. ^

With respect to the effectiveness of prohibitory laws, I do not propole to enter a
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any length into that argument. I merely wish to state that in Great Britain pro
hibitory laws have existed a considerable length of time, and that the testimony to 
«heir good and advantage is unvarying and unimpeachable. There are to-day in the 
ecclesiastical Province of Canterbury 1.500 parishes, in which there is no dram shop 
bar room or tavern where Intoxicating liquors are sold, and a population of more 
than 250,000 is living in thjbse parishes The committee of the House of Convocation 
made a very careful investigation into these parishes, and reported that the results 
were yich as temperance people were led to expect. There are in the British Isles 
more than too estates, covering large areas of country, in which by the will of the 
landlords themselves, no intoxicating liquor is sold, and the testimony is unvarying 
as to the good effect which comes from that restriction and prohibition of the sale of 
intoxicating liquors. Sir, the principle of prohibition has been admitted by the 
British Parliament on several occasions. In 1854. the principle of prohibition 
applied to the Kingdom of Scotland for one-seventh of the time and kept in force 
since then. In 1878 it was applied to the Kingdom of Ireland ; and I notice a very 
significant fact which has Occurred within the last few weeks ; that whereas, when 
that law for Sunday closing in Ireland was introduced and passed the first time, it 

private measure and excluded five of the principal cities and towns in 
Ireland. Within the last four weeks the British Government have introduced that 
measure in their own, and extended its promises to the formerly exempted cities and 
towns. I ask no better proof than that practical test which has been given in 
Ireland, aflS the practical results which have followed, that the British Government, 
after carefully investigating the matter, are so informed and so sure as to the good 
effects of it, that they have, of their own motion, made the law their own and 
extended its provisions to the five exempted towns. I will not call the attention of 
the House to the prohibitory laws which have been passed and are in force in the 
United States, and with great success.

I will not call the attention of the House at any length to the prohibitory laws 
paased in this Dominion, which have also had their success. I wish merely to refer 
to one law, and to quote an authority not unknown to this House with respect to its 
beneficial effect. In 1875 the Parliament of this country passed a prohibitory law, 
prohibiting the importation, manufacture and possession of intoxicating liquors in 
the North-West Territory. That has been kept on the Statute Book ever since, and 
only this year a very eminent authority, one whom this House will be glad to 
recognise, Sir Charles Tupper, made the following statement from his place in 
Parliament :
» . h"d!y benecessary for me to allude to the fact, that under an Act which
t , J!? h<mor of eubmitting to Parliament when Minister of Customs, in 1873, the 
Inland Revenue has not much to do, I am happy to say, in the North-West Territories, 
because, under that Act, we established what is called a Maine Liquor Law throngh- 
out the North-West Territories, which prevents the manufacture or sale of intoxicat- 
m lûjuora in any part of those Territories. The result of that enactment has 
abundantly justified it. It was with no email degree of satisfaction that I found.

krdlîofd/Gb^tiÏÏTtto 22* ^UreNwth.WyTyritqry.***
ualost bring carried into the Province of Manitoba on xny*othnr twain than that • 
they could maintain the exclusion of intoxicating liquors, which they then enjoyed
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3 Manitoba.'^68*' ^ re‘a'n 'hat provi,ion when they became part of the Province

That is the testimony of the Minister of Railway, and Canals, a conclusion at 
which he arrived, after an intimate knowledge of the operation of the Act in the 
NorthrWest Territory, for seven or eight years.

I offer no further remarks, ffa-night, Mr. Speaker. I leave the Resolutions, and 
I e principle which is contained therein to the arbitrament of this House, feeling 
satisfied that if it will pass these Resolutions in the shape in which they ale it will 
not only have given an expression of opinion, which will have its effect on X traffic 
always aggressive and always destructive, but it will also hold out a silver token of 
hope an j inspiration to thousands and hundreds of thousands of people who are 
earnestly and honestly working in this country to suppress a traffic which has 
brought about a multitude of evils, with no compensating advantages.

* MR- KIRK. I did not intend to say a word on this question, nor do I intend to 
say much now. We always listen with admiration to the hon. member for 
(Mr. Foster). On this occasion I have listened to him with

tic

tac
King’s

a good deal of pain and 
w.th a good deal of surprise. I could not understand why he wasted so much elo
quence :n arguing the question of prohibition1 when he eliminated, or allowed to be 
eliminated from his prohibitory Resolutions, anything which was prohibitory in them.

I regret that when the amendment, moved by the hon 
(Mr.Xvhite), was before the House, and

ha

the

salmember for Cardwell 
was carried by the unanimous vote of the 

House, I did not object to it. I was looking to the hon. member for «ing’s to rise 
and divide the House on it. I regret he did not do so. When he accepted that 
amendment, he spoiled his Resolutions—there is nothing now left. The Resolutions 
as now drawn are simply the Resolutions passed by this House in 1875. 
prohibition sentiment advanced in this country ? I think it has. In 1878 this fact 
was proved, for the Scott Act, which is a prohibitory measure, was passed. It was 
thought by the temperance people, and I thought so, that it was the intention of the 
temperance men in this House to press in Parliament this Session the square issue 
of prohibition ; but from these Resolutions, prohibition is altogether eliminated. 
Resolutions before Parliament, to-day, gire simply milk and water Resolutions, with 
very little milk in them.

pet

Has not goe
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I 81
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Now, sir, the hon. gentleman says that the people call him enthusiaslic. Well, I 

am not surprised at that, when they hear him talk ; but when the point comes when 
action is required, he seems to have very little backbone. I regret this very much, 
from the fact, that I, as a temperance man, looked upon him as my leader. I am 
sorry I did not as a temperance man, and as a prohibitionist, object and demand the 
views of this House when the amendment was introduced. So far as the Reso
lution is now concerned, I, for one care very little about it. We are no farther 
advanced in regard to it than we were in 1875, and 1 Ihink the temperance people of 
the country will feel in the same way with regard to it that I do. Now I have nothing 
more to say with regard to this question, except to repeat that t regret very very 
much that our leader on the temperance question in this House has thought proper 
to accept the amendment of the hon. member fpr Cardwell.

MR. FOSTER. Alfow me to make an explanation.
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Some hon. MEMBERS. Order, order.
MR. FOSTER. I think I have a right to make» personal explanation, when such 

a grave charge has been made against me. If I have not, I will move the adjourn, 
ment of the House. The hon gentleman gets up in his place, after the time for action 
on his part has entirely passed, and he speaks professedly—

Some hon. MEMBERS. Is that an explanation ?
MR. FOSTER. He makes this grave charge.
Some hon. MEMBERS. Order, order.
MR. SPEAKER. The hon. gentleman has a right to make a personal explana-

at
the

nd
ing
'ill
ffic
of

MR. FOSTER, I was just coming to that.
MR rr>cv oER' Y°U mUS‘ confine >,ourself 10 a personal explanation.
” K' 1 have ba»" accused of giving my assent to an amendment

'V™ ™,'° my R«ol“>ion which entirely takes the sting out of it, and with not 
having taken a d.v.s.on on that amendment. I wish to read the Resolution and the 
amendment, if I may be allowed to do so. The Resolution is : ,
the rightaUd mos°tU»ff,c,rfMe °?™on' for ,he "“sons hereinbefore set forth, that 
enactment and^f ff 1 le?l8l;“'v« remedy for these evils is to be iound in the

importation, manufacture and

The amendment which

to
?s
nd
lo-

;be

ell
he , now makes part of the motion is as follows

stringedm^urTtoTner,red' pubH,C °Pinion wiU sufficiently sustain
peten*oy of the pSi^nt ofcZi 1-8,S'a“0n “ ,ar as ,he is lh=at

I asked for the principle to be sustained in the House. The House, so far as this
rhonaSr"hCaPr7X”dWhle7 ^ ad°P,iDg 'he — °f

MR. SCRIVER.

ot
ct

. „ _ . , 1 crave permission to say a few words on this subject, though
38 dhe8,r0US' as 1 most of my fellow members are, to have this long 

debate brought to a close. As one of the temperance men of the House, I
80 L WltT refercnce t0 lhe propriety of introducing this Resolution at this particular 
period. I was opposed to it, because I thought it was not a logical outcome of the 
conclu by the Dominion Alliance, when they met here some time ago.
The Dominion Alliance resolved, in th\ earlier stages of their session here, that
gf!ra!x“templ ah°Uld 1,6 made 10 “‘reduce and pass the Scott Act in all counties 
of the Dominion. After that, at the Very close of the maeting of the Alliance, a dis
cussion was raised on the propriety of introducing this Resolution into Parliament. 
It seemed to me it would not be advisable to do so, a, i, would be a contradiction of 
the act,on previously taken by the Alliance ; and when a meeting of those interested

to !!mperance was called here «°me time ago, I expressed my sentiments
o ‘>“1 effect- However, I said if a Resolution was introduced contrary to my view, 
should feel bound, as an advocate of prohibition, to vote for it ; but I certainly did

W ?”PPT lc“' fr0m'he diacu“ion ”hi=‘> <«* place and from the remarks which 
' ” “”“ he h°” “amber from King's county (Mr. Foster) himself, that he would 
conmnt to such an amendment being attached to the Resolution ss that proposed by 
the hon. member for Cardwell. I said to the hon. gentleman and to my friendTwho

was con-
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wM, would be raised at 'Sol 'thf. Vh°Ught ob)K:lio" 10 auch » resolution as this it was prop^ to follow"; îê h« ,“1T,ply“ aba!rtc,1 Resolution, and uni™ 
nothing. The reply made bv thE w, *la a,10D immediately, it would amount to

when you put the amendment r m!,J almost ,h= only one who cried out " lost '■ 
prised as I was that no vnire h„,mUSt Say ,hat no one ™ this House was so sur- 
amendment. I regret very much thaMh"" was.ralscd a«ains< «he passage of that was allowed fn rtaoi y m uch that the amendment was introduced, and that it
(Mr Kirk) that the Lmne'1WaS' f°f 1 feel’ with the hon member for Guysboro' 
position. 6 ‘emperance men are PIaced by it in a very unsatisfactory
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F
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F
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thaMIm following'vTOrds'be^adî^1—1 m°Ve amendment «° **>« amendment

CanSBSrFr&=‘otLZsub,k sen,im™'°f tb= «
MR. BOWELL, Is the amendmçnt in orde. 

is carded" amendment '° ,he amendme„t be'put to the House, after the amendment 

An Hon. Member. Yes 
MR BOWELL. I
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Bilunder the impression tr?^‘nR 'he SpCaker' n?‘<he hoa- gentleman. I have been 

province of other memterè .n ™ “ am,endmen> «° a motion it was within the
amendment to th#» „ a t°.I?ove an ame°dment to the amendment ; but can an 
it is not Wore the H« m°V=d a"er ,he a™ndm«nt is carried, and when

- wordsRmaf^iddfd V 'l now a" am'adment to the main motion as amended, and

MR. FOSTER. I do 
words are contradictory.

Some hon. Members. Chair, chair.
MR. SPEAKER. I said I do not think they are contradictory 
Amendments negatived on the following division
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; 'hey '°,ed a^inSt >bia -d a majority was returned

-, ^ ^ public sentie,
instead of good. Instead of abandoning anythin» hv.'e P 1° would do harm t.on even as amended. I hold that if thfs motion be^arrieS thf 'hC 0n?'”al LRcsolu 
w.11 have made a great step in advance. “ hc cause °f prohibition

We had the same thing in 187s.
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elusion. Take any county in which the law is in force, but not executed, and you 
will find that the effect is injurious ; but, on the contrary, in any county where the 
law is practically carried out, the effect is strongly in favor of extending generally 
the principle of prohibition.

I say that I will be prepared to record my vote on any occasion in favor of prohi
bition, when we can say honestly that the public sentiment of Canada is so strong 
that we will be in a position to enforce it. But from my experience of what has 
taken place in the past, I cannot help being convinced that we are not to-day in that 
position. If a prohibitory law were enacted to-morrow, lam satisfied it'could not 
be enforced, and nothing could do more damage to the cause of prohibition than the 
enactment of a law, followed by its non-enforcement and ultimate repeal. It would 
then take us a century to get back to our starting point. We mpst carry prohibition 
step by step, and that can only be done by the judicious enactment and successful 
carrying out of the Scott Act, through a careful selection of the counties in which 
public sentiment is strongly in favor of such a law, In such a way, our people will 
be educated, step by step, and the day will then not be far distant when Parliament 
will be able to say, wisely and judiciously, that the time has arrived when the Act 
can be successfully enforced throughout the whole Dominion.

Having a strong feeling on this question, I wish to explain distinctly that my 
reason for giving this vote is that, at present the public sentiment of the country is 
not in such a position that we could enforce the law if enacted. I may say I believe 
that if a vote were taken, a majority of the people would vote for prohibition, but 
with the social customs as at present, I do j*>t believe that a prohibitory law could 
be enforced, and I therefore give my vote in what I believe to be the true interest of 
prohibition and the cause of temperance.

MR. IRVINE. If the statements made by the last speaker be correct, I cannot 
see the propriety of introducing the Resolution at all 
reasons given by the last speaker why the country is not ready for it ? Simply that a 
law was passed some thirty-five years ago, and repealed immediately without giving 
it a trial at all.

Some bon. MEMBERS. Question.
MR IRVINE. I will stand here until I get a hearing.
Some hon. MEMBERS. Question, question,
MR. IRVINE I will be heard or I will stand here until to-morrow morning 

will not go on as long as there is this noise.
MR. BAKER (Missisquoi). If we are going to make a night of it, permit me to 

ask what motion is before the Chair ?
MR. SPEAKER. The main motion as amended. Shall it be adopted ?
MR. IRVINE. Five minutes will do me if I get a hearing. The reason the hon. 

gentleman has given why the country is not ripe for a prohibitory law is that a law 
was enacted in New Brunswick thirty-five years ago and repealed immediately. The 
hon. gentleman is very well aware that when the people of New Brunswick were 
appealed to enter the Union, which has not been found to be very beneficial to 
New Brunswick, they declined the proposals then made, but a year or two after
wards they willingly accepted the proposition made to them.

However, 1 will refer to a State where there is a prohibitory law enacted—that is 
Maine. Maine enacted a prohibitory law in 1851, the law remained on the Statute 
Book until 1855, and the people of Maine had the law repealed ; the law, was again 
enacted in 1858, and It has remained on the Statute’Book from then till now, for a 
period of twenty-eight years. The people of Maine changed their minds and 
re-enacted the law which was first repealed, and I do not think there is a party in 
Maine now bold enough to stand up and ask the Maine Legislature to repeal the law 
which is the law of Maine.

Some hon. Members:
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reflex of the sentimem of .^coLiry^I.T^Tae tV.?, £
th« coun.rv was ruled by another Government, the people of this country were very 
clamorous for a prohibitory law, and they did not appeal in vain to the Goveramam 
oUhat day, led by the Hon. Alexander Mackenzie. He gave them what is known
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un,“we get*tcnndivisiorwm tt mauer'emen *° “"P ^ f°r a moments,

permissive law, prohibitory<inllLmchahraaclerkwhen enamedbut leftTo ‘th"' people*'of

andr^-. ÂnCCCP' °VTCt “• ,0und last 1*" -ha, that law could ta amended and the Alliance which met in this city a year ago, proposed some amendments to 
that law, and it is very well known that a committee was appointed to have thole 
amendments embodied in an amendment to be sent to this Parliament, and we know 
very well that they never were presented, for the reason, exactly, that the Golern 
me?1 of which the hon the Finance Minister is a shining light could not
undertake the responsibility of introducing the law in this House to carry it through 
Parliament—that is, the amendments embodied in the Resolution So we have 
abundant proof that the present Government, the gentlemen who sit on the Treasury 
iZekllWh TJ7 favorable to what we call advanced temperance legislatio^and 
I think all that the temperance people of this country ask now is, that we have what
we Sliev^H * : ,ha‘ ,S' tha‘ W= havc a lair "W «° enforce ihe Scott Ac. Bui
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MR. IRVINE. We have a fair exhibition of the 
House to-night. We know on what side advanced temperance principles are 
m the outset that I believed the temperance people of this country wanted nothin* 
better than the Scott Act, if it received that treatment which it should receive at the 
hands of the Government, but we are satisfied from what we know, we have reason
wiped off the^tattde'Book! GoVerDme"‘ are will'"S «° ="= -ha. law frustrated and

kn°.n ,hald "“‘withstanding that the Finance Minister votes one wav and 
speaks another, the sentiment of the party on the Treasury Benches is decïdedlv 
hostile to the temperance movement and to temperance legislation We know that 
the temperance question has been the hobby upon which he rode into power uMn 

lhe hobbywhich h= has ai^a «

Main motion as amended, agreed to on the following division 
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