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No. 7. MAY, 1863. VOL. 1I.

THE TRUE DOCTRINE OF APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION.

As stated in another column, Princi pal Willis, on the occasion of the closing
of Knox College, gave a lecture on the “True Doctrine of Apostoiic Sueces.
sion.”  As the subject is important, and the lecture states the question in a
clear and satisfactory manner, we have pleasure in giving the substance of it.

In stating the question, Dr. Willis said he was not to be understood as denying
apostolic descent, if by that was meant that the Chri-tian church had continued
without interruption from apostolic days, and that a Christian ministry had
never been wanting; but the sccurity for a perpetual ministry did not consist
in any hereditary official line of men, far less any mere form of investiture by
imposition of hands or otherwise. Protestants, indeed, and Preshyterians very
particularly, held it to be important that men should not usurp the ministerial
office at their own hand, without the call of the church, and formal approval
by its existing rulers; but Protestant Episcopalian as well as Preshyterian
divines had held that, as the primary test of a true church is its adherence to
the apostolic faith, so the primary test of a ministry is its faithful dispensation
of the pure gospel, and orderly administration of discipline; and that the
promise of the Saviour’s presence from age to age with his servants, s accom-
plished in his qualifying men by his hoiy spirit for such administrations, and
giving tokens of his acceptance and approval of them by his blessing on their
Iabours. The early Reformers were not so much accepted by the church on
account of their *“orders,” received in the corrupt communion of the Papacy, as
for their fervent zeal in the work of reformation, and the impress of a «pecial
commission which they bere in the singular adaptedness of their gifts and
graces to the necessities of the church. Dr. Willis read, in proof of this, the
interesting account given by McCrie of the installation of John Knox into his
ministry at St. Andrew’s, and also cited the candid exposition of the English
Articles by Bishop Burnet. The latter, while holding for Episcopacy as serip-
tural, says, that *“if a company of Christians find the worship of (o, where
they live, to be so lefiled that they cannot, with a good conscience, join init;
and if they do not know of any place to which they can conveniently go, where
they may worship God purely and in a regular way ; if such a body, finding
some that have been ordained, though to the lower functions, should submit
itself entircly to their conduct; or, finding nenc of those, should by a common
consent desire some of their own numnber to minister to them in holy things * * *
when this grows to a constitution, and when it was hegun by the consent of a
body, who are supposcd o have authority in such an extraordinary case;
whatever somo hotter spirits have thought of this since that time, yet we are sure
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that not only those who penned the Articles, but the body of this clurch, for
above half an age after, did, notwithstanding these irregularities, acknowledge
the foreign churches so constituted to be true churches as to all essentials of a
church.”  So, referring to the usurpations and disorders in the Romish church,
the Bishop, without holding nall its missions or orders—** an order existing in
Jact, thongh not, as it ought to be, in right”—claims for the prince, or for the
people, as mav be, the hiberty to decline the authority of the corrupt body, and
prefer the administeation of men addressing themselves to the reformation of
doctrine and worship, to those who, with inore pretence to a furmal investiture,
were no longer worthy to be trusted with the government of sacred things,
(Sze on Article 23.)  Accordmgly, our Protestant divines, said Dr. Willis, in
their treatment of this question of orders, distinguish between the imrediate
and mediate authority coneerned in the conveyance of a pastoral commission,
So far as the mother church had to do with those who reccived orders within
its pale, it had to do with the matter simply instrumentally ; but while througsh
men his servants might receive their orders, the orders themscelves, as to their
proper source, tlowed from Christ the head.  So far, then, as Lolding of any
chureh, that church could mdeed turn its ministers out of doors; but if, in
serving the Ifead, they incurred persecution, would the Head less recognize
thair commission because they beeame martyrs in his cause—-that js, were
followng their commis<sion more faithfully out? Burnet (on Article 19) defends,
on a simtlar principle, the right of the members as well as ministers of the
church of Rome to leave her communion: * fle who, being convinced of the
errors and corruptions of a church, departs from them, and goes on in the
purity of the Christian rehigion, does pursue the true eflect Loth of his baptism
and of s ordination vows.” It was on this ground that Luther regarded the
Pope's excommunication as so much waste paper.  Nor did Knox, in entering
on lus ministry i Scotland, hesitate, from any doubt on this puint, to accept the
charge so earnestly profiered to hun by the Protestant congregation: * I will
not athirm,” says his biographer, -*that our reformer utterly disregarded his
ordination in the Popish churceh, although, if we may credit Knox's adversaries,
this was his sentiment ; but 1 have hittle doubt that he luohed upon the charge
which he received at St. Amdrew’s as principally constituting his cyll to the
mmistry.”*  * Brother,” said the venerable Rough, the congregation being
assembled, **m the name of God, and of hus Son Jesus Christ, and in the name of
all who presently call you by my mouth, 1 charge you that you rcfuse not this
holy vocation, as you tender the glory of God and the increase of Christ's king-
dom.” Turning to the andicnce—** Was not this your charge?™ said the aged
pastor; ‘*do you not approve this call 7™ They all answered, *“We do.” Knox,
overwhelmed, burst mto tears, rushed out of the assenbly, and shiut himself
up in s chamber.  “ No man saw in him,” says the old history, “‘any
sign of mirth, nor had he pleasure in companying with any man for many
days together.,”  Who can doubt that God set his seal to the tramsaction?
* Romanists,” says McUrie, *of course, declaimed about Knox's want of Epis-
copal ordination, as sowme bierarchical writers have also learned to talk, not
scrupling, by thewr extravagant doctrine of the absolute necessity of ordination
by the bands of a bishop who ders ed lus powers by uninterrupted succession
from the apostles, to mvahdate the onders of all the reformed churches except
their own—a doctrine which has been revived in the prescut enlightencd age,
aml unblushingly defended, with the greater part of its absurd, illiberal and
hornd consequences.  The fathers of the English Reformation, however, were
very far frum entertaining such unchnstian sentiments. When Knox after-
wards went to hngland, they aceepted his services without the slightest hesita-

rar Seottish divine. Durham. sy s: + A< G d may fernish some with gifts in a mre thao ordinary
war, ae iy he and useth be to trust thewn out i 3 mived way to the exera-u of these for the edif-
esteen of vcher t and mokr the sead of Joso ) estracr nanly ratify their micaen This he fulfilled
at the eniry of the Reformation, ra'ming up men extraordfunrrily furnished and commissioued for his
worh."—Lectures on Revelation . Chap 10,
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tion, and maintained a censtant correspondence with the reformed divines on
the continent.” It is scarcely possible to be grave in examining an opinion
entertained by men calling themselves Protestants, yet affecting an alliance on
this point with a church which their fathers called Antichrist—nay, declining,
in reverence to this vain fancy, the fellowship, and ignoring the ministry, of the
best part of Christendom!

The reverend Principal went at some length into the two questions involved
in the argument: first, showing that the power of ordination was nnt timited
to those called bishops; and, secondly, that the alleged line of Episcopal
ordinations from the apostles downwards was untraceable—nay, could be
disproved.

On the first point, he said, the argument lay in a nutshell.  The New Testa-
ment applied the names * presbyter” and “bishop™ in common to the same
person.  Paul, in.describing to Titus the qualifications of the elder, adds, * for
a bishop must be blameless.” In Eph. iv., where the gifts of Christ to his
church are specified, there is no mention of the diocesan, as a security for the
unity ¢f the church: he is not on the list at all, unless it <hall be «aid he is
merged in the apostles.  But then the “apostles” are there by the side of the
“prophets,” both extraordinary officials. Writing to the Philippians, a church
of a single city, Paul iwcntions the “bishops™ (a plurality of them—the
“overseers™) and the deacons only. The apostles, of whom bishops are
alleged to be the successors, were not occupants of local sees at all; their com-
mission was ambulatory and universal, as well as temporary. Accordingly,
the car.ier fathers of the church with ene voice declare the preshyter and
bishop identical.  So says Clement of Rome; so Irenzeus; so Chrysostom; so
Augustine ; and Jerome, the most learned of them all.  And the most revered
founders and fathers of the English church admitted the same thing. Iis
Cranmers and Jewels, its Hookers and Stillingfleets, its Ushers, and Leightons,
and Whitbys, so far from holding Episcopal ordination essential, are contented
to plead the antiquity of the distinction between the diocesan and his brother
presbyters; or they generally resolve it into a measure of convenicnee, and claim
no more for the bishop than a presiding duty among his brethren—a thing
allowed as an arrangement of expediency among ourselves; though the history
of prelacy has made Presbyterians eschew cven constant moderatorships. Itis
remarkable that Archbishop Whitgift himself] in his controversy with the acute
Cartwright, is content to urge the duty of conformity, on the ground that any
special form of church government is only necessary in the second degree.  lic
thus argues with the sturdy Puritan, who insisted on the divine right of pres-
by tery—contented (Whitgift was) to get even quarter from the Presbyterian
polemic for Episcopacy and Episcopal orders. For, they whe will be exclusive
about orders, must be told that there are those who will argue the question to
more than their content. Whitgift, in the hands ¢ Cartwright, was glad to
appeal to “Master John Calvin,” as placing the essentials of a church, not in the
form of government, but in the word of God truly preached, and the sacraments
without superstition dispensed. “The same,” says Whitgift, “is the opinion
of other godly and learned men, and the judgment of the reformed churches,
as appears by their confessions. So that notwithstanding some kind of govern-
ment may be a part of the church, touching the outward form and perfection
of it, yet it is nat such a part of the essence thercof, but that it may be a church
without this or that kind of government.”

On the second part of the argument—the regular transmission—Dr. Willis
said, the Roman Catholics took a better course than the high prelatists, by
claiming infallibility for their church. This of course settles the question. But
he could not see the consistency of men leaving the Romish communion, and,
while themselves denounced as schismatics by Rome, cleaving to the orders of
Rome, in their continuous transmission, as the one cssential test of their
calling—nay, an essential condition of salvation, except as God's uncovenanted
mercy may provide. They should, to be consistent, defend the supremacy of
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St. Peter too, for the alleged Episcopal chain terminates therc at last.  TLet us
go up to Rome, then, and consult St. Peter—if we can find him; for it might
surprise some present {0 know that Protestarts are not agreed in admitting
that Peter waus cver at Rome at all.  Paul, neither in writing to Rome nor in
writing from it, mentions Peter. Clement, in writing from that city later,
preserves the same ominous silence.  Then on the question, who was Peter’s
immediate successor at Rome, early authorities are greatly divided. There are
three or four claimants for his chair, supported by their respective favourers.
So that well might Stillingfleet say of this question, ** Starting from Rome, the
succession is as muddy as the waters of the Tiber itself” Again, in tracing
the line downwards, we are lost between competing Popes and conflicting
councils. We have the bishop of Rome denouncing the bishop of Constan-
tinople—nay, Rome denouncing itsclf, or a Pope at Rome and a Pope at
Avignon, frowning and fulminating at one another for more than half-a-century.
Aund what is to be said of the female Pope in the ninth century? The
question is scarcely scttled; Mosheim leaves it in doubt. What of the
line of cpiscopal orders and ordinations streaming from Joan's hands?  Add
to this the tumults of the eleventh century on the very subject of investiture,
ring and crosier, Pope and cmperor?  Who shall pretend that through all this
the delicate thread could be traced, on which the life of the church was to
depend? But, worst of all, and most decisive of all, of what value were a linc
of transmission through such hands as long and oft filled the pontifical chair—
the Alexanders, the Innocents, and the Johns—monsters of cruelty, rapacity
and sensuality, which Suctonius, in his *Lives of the Pagan Emperors™ has
hardly matchied P—one convicted of seventy crimes together; incest, simony,
murder among the number, Of what value were orders so given? How could
such men transmit a spiritual power to which they were mere pretenders?
If it be said, the “grace” of apostleship might flow through foul channcls, we
answer, It has not been God's way to honour as the channels of grace impious
men.  The “holy” prophets, the ‘“holy” apostles— these are the usual
denominations of eaven’s accredited messengers. Finally, the claim of con-
tinuous episcopal ordinations fails, if we even restrict the investigation to
Anglican sees proper.  Neither in England, nor in Ireland, nor in Scotland, can
it be traced; but far less can it be traced so as to satisfy all the conditions of
the theory. If, as has been alleged, the line of Canterbury archbishops is con-
tinuous from Jdugustine’s days (the monk Augustine, not the early father of
that name), why, the period and circumstances of Augustine'’s own ordina-
tion are not well ascertained. And who has scen the archives of the five cen-
turies before him? Who can assure us of the regular ordination of cach of
his predecessors—nay, of their regular baptism, if we take into account the
Romish doctrine of intention? Who shall assure us of the pure extraction of
cach of the assembled prelates who officiated at the consecration of each suc-
cessive occupant of the Canterbury see? As to Ireland, 1t is affirmed by our
Presbyterian brethren, in their “ Plea of Presbytery,” that the see of Armnagh
was occupied for eight gencrations by persons who had no ordination whatever.
The episcopal line in that country was preserved by Scottish presbyters. In
England, Scottish presbyters were received to episcopal rank by Bancroft and
his associated English piclates, without re-ordination.—*A question,” says
Spottiswood, ‘*was moved by Dr. Andrews, Bishop of Ely, touching the
consceration of the Scottish bishops, who, as he said, must first be ordained
presbyters, as having received no ordinatien from a bishop. The Archbishop
of Canterbury, Dr. Bancroft, who was Ly, maintained, ‘That thercof there was
no necessity, seeing, where bishops could not be had, the ordination given by
presbyters must be esteemed lawful ; otherwise that it might be doubted if
therc was any lawful vocation in most of the reformed churches.’ ‘'This
applauded to by the other bishops, Ely acquiesced; and at the day and in the
place appeinted, the three Scottish bishops were consecrated.” (History of the
Church of Scotland, p. 514.).—We might here show how the British Culdces
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and Lollards, as well as the Albigeuses of the continent, transmitted the gospel
hght in singular purity during long ages, bishops 2l the while unknowing and
unknrown,

Towards the close of the lecture, Dr. Willis recurred to the test trom visible
efticacy ; on which he held that the argument—the vresumptive argument, it
might be called—was surely against rather than in favor of the vain pretensions
he had been dealing with.  YWho arc they who most set up those claims of
apostolic descent, not only in opposition to Presbyteriang, but in distinction
from the more sober Ipmscopalians?  Have they been the friends of gpiritual
religion—the strenuons assertors of the evangelical faith ? Have they Leen the
friends of hberty ?  Have they, beyond others, or rather less than others, had
the testimony of a divine mission, in their efforts to revive religion, or in the
moralising effect of their munstry on nations ? Has the spirit of God visibly
wiotght with themn and by them? [ave they not frequently, if not denying his
intluences altogether, regarded with cold aversion the religirns “ exciteinents”
which have disturbed the formal tenure of a religion of roudne, and of indul
gent accommodation to the manners of the world ? It was a remarkable fac
that in Britain, in the days of the struggies between Prelacy or mashed Popery,
and Noncornformity, the alternate risc and fall of liberty and despotisin—yea,
the alternate rise and fall of Bible, evangelic truth, was inversely according to
the rise and fall, T do not say of Usher and Leightonian, but assuredly of
Laudian Episcopacy, 2nd pretensions to exclusive apostolic descent. In Scotland
the progress of the party was written in letters of blood. 'The priestly vest-
ments in FEngland, as well as the service book in Scotland, were not so offensive
by their own merits, as by the cold, unspiritual formalism with which they
were identified, and the contempt of conscientious scrupulosity with which they
were cenforced. It cannot be wondered at that our Presbyterian forefathers
refused to bend their necks to the yoke decrecd for them, as the Bishop of
Sarum candidly relates, amidst drunken brawls; or to exchange the doctrine
and orders transmitted from the truly apostolic founders of their church for
what was offered in their stead by political gamesters and ecclesiastical rene-
gades—the Lauderdales, and Middletons, and Sharpes of those famous days.

After paying a duc tribute to learned and pious Episcopal writers: We gladiy
recognize, said Dr. Willis, in these, men approved as God's gifts to the universal
church, but approved by better tokens thar their form of license. We joyfully
recognise and profit by their labours, but just as we recognise, and nearly the
church universal recognises, our Knoxes, and Rutherfords, and Durhams—the
Owens, too, the Baxters, the Bunyans and Doddridges of other communions,

We believe in an important sense, then, in ceclesiastical continucus descent.
Even as to form, we please ourselves with the thought, that in regular succes-
sion from Knox's time, we Presbyterians can truce an uninterrupted ccclesias-
tical pedigree—a laying on of, we trust, hoi; nandsin the transmission of office
from ouc to another. But it is not as resting the commission of the existing
ministry on that circuwnstance, but as finding in it a confirmation of our faith
in so many going before us, identified with us in their religious views, and
views of chureh order.  And so we also delight to think, that in the very worst
times, and when the foundations of the church, as a visible orgauized body,
were out of course, God had a seed to serve him, both of faithful public wit-
nesses and of *“hidden ones,” who by their counsels and prayers trained their
successors in the work of Christ. Ihese were lights to illuinine the church's
darkest night, but—little thanks to the pretenders to apostolic descent—lights
sometimes from the funereal pyres which the * successors of the apostles™ had
kindled up. It is an interesting proof that Christ shall see to a succession of
pastors for his church, that Luther, in the retirement of the cloister, found in
the aged Staupitz a spiritual father, ‘o cherish his wavering faith, and guide his
earliest adventures on that better course of which he had caught the sight.
Knox found similar foster-parents in a Williams (Thomas Guillaume), and a
Wishart, as well as a John Rough. '
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The Principal concluded with an address more immediately to the students.
The practical legsons of the subject, he said, were these: To regard, indeed, as
on no light grounds to be dispensed with, the literary preparations for the
ministry, nor to disregard cven the sober forms of an organized church;
but, withal, to sceck, ss at the basis of a ministerial call, the indications of
divine approval, in right desires and holy motives; to be apostolic, by forming
themselves on the model of apostolic character, and drinking into the apostolic
spirit, determined to know nothing save Jesus Christ and him crucified; ang,
secondly, to encourage themselves in this, that the blessing of the divine
Master would not be wanting, nor the approbation and support (generally) of
their fellow-men, to him who mado full proof of his ministry, commending
himself to their conscionces, as in the sight of God, who, as descrived by the
Christian poet (Cowper’s Task),

“ With doctrine and with life
Coincident, exhibits lucid proof
That he ia honest in the sacred cauvse.”

Ofticinl otices.

According to appointment the third session of the Synod of the Canada
Presbyterian Church will be opened in the City of Hamilton, and in the
Central Church there, on Tuesday, 20d June next, at 73 p.y.

Attention is earnestly called to the following standing orders :—

Certified Rolls of Presbyteries, together with Reports of Ordinations, Inductions,
Licensure, Deaths, Demissions, and Depositions, within their respective bounds,
shall be ent up by their respective Clerks, so as to be in the hands of the Clerk of
Synod at least eight days before the Synod meets.

(These should be sent to Rev. W. Fraser, Bond Head.)

There shall be & Standing Committee on Business, consisting of the Clerks of the
Synod and of Presbyteries, who chall arrange all such business as may be requisite
prior to the first diet of tho annual mecting of Synod ; and s.ch Committee, together
with a Minister and Elder from each Presbytery, appointed by the Presbytery itself,
shall constitute the Committee of Bills and Overtures; but in the event of no such
appointment being made, such representatives shall be sppointed by the Synod.
The Synod Clerks shall be joint conveners of the said Comamitteo.

(This Committee will meet in the vestry of the Central Church, Hamilton, on
Tuesdar, 2nd June, at 12 o’clock, noon.)

AN papers for the Synod, or notification of the same, shall be transmitted to the
Convencr of the Committee on Business at least oight days before the mecting of
Synod ; and all such papers shall pass throngh the Committee on Bills and Overtures
before presentation to the Syned.

The Conveners of Standing Committ: 3 shall give in their Reports to the Com-
mittee on Bills and Overturcs not later than the second scderunt of the meeting of

Synod.
Wu. Reip, Joint Clerks of Synod, and
W. Fraser, { Conrveners of Business Comn.
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monre Becleginstical Rutelligence.

OaxviLe.—The Rev. R. Scott has reccived a cordial call from the congrega-
tion at Oakville.

CaLEDON1A, StTRERLAND STRERT CHrren.—The Rev. T. Wilson has nceepted
the call of the congregation of the Sutherlang Street Church, Caledonia.

Prrinay axp Garssponro'.—The Rev. A. McGlashan has accepted a call from
the congregation of Pcltham and St. Ann’s, Gainsboro'.

Trextox asp Coxsccoy.—The Rev. T. Kellough has received a call from the
congregations of Trenten and Consecon.

Gourp Strerr, Tonroxto.—It has been agreed by the Presbytery of Ontario
that the Rev. J. M. King shall be translated to Gould Street, Toronto.

ANLeyviLie.—The members and adherents of Knox Church, Ainleyville,
lately presented their pastor, the Rev. W. C. Young, with a very handsome
and commodious carriage. A short time before, the same partics kindly sup-
plied him with a laige amount of fuel ready for use. It is pleasing to note
these tokens of attachment and of considerate kindness on the part of con-
gregations.

TewrLe Cnurcny, Bravrrox.—The Rev. A. T. Holmes lately reccived from
the congregation of Templo Church, through Mr. Sharp and Miss Patterson,
the sum of one hundred dollars, as a token of regard and esteem.

Kyox Counese.—Tho Session of Knox College closed on Wednesday, 1st
April, when an cloquent address was delivered by Principal Willis on the subject
of * The True Doctrine of Apostolical Succession.” The address was listened
to with attention tv a very large audience, embracing many ministers from a
distance, as well as many friends of the College in Toronto, and was reccived
with marked tokens of approbation.

The examinations at the close were, on the whole, highly satisfactory. The
following students gained buvsaries during session 1862-63—viz., Mr. A. B.
Simpson, the John Knox Bursary; Mr. W. H. Simpson, the George Buchanan
Bursary ; Mr. John McColl, Mr. A. McLean, and Mr. A. McLennan, Gaelic
Bursaries. The Henry Esson Bursary was enjoyed by Mr. John Aull.  During
the summer season most of the theological students are occupiud in missionary
Iabors, ‘e trust that at the end of the vacation there will be full classes,
ready to engage in the work of another session.

Cexperraxp.—A social meeting of the congregation was held in the church
at Osborne, on the 7th April.  Mr. Fraser discharged his duties as chairman
to the satisfaction of all, especially of the younger portion of the mecting, who
were delighted with his bappy way of addres: g them.

After tea had been served, Mr. Russell and his class sang some excellent
pieces of sacred music. Thereafter the Rev. Mr. McEwen and Mr. Dunning
delivered addresses, chiefly with reference to sacred musie, and the benefits
resulting from cultivating congregational singing.

A stranger could not mingle with this people for a singie eveming and not
realize in the kindly feelings and genuine politeness and sociality. which inva.
gbly accompany true religion, that the Lord had indeed been among them.—

m.
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@Generxl Religious Yutelligence,

Retieevext or Prorissor Puuass, or Epixnurcu.—Professor Pillans, in
taking Ieavs of his class at the close of the sossion, intimated his intention of
giving up the lectures of his chair.  Professor Pillans is ar old and most suc-
cessful teacher.

Usiren Pressyteriax Mayse Scueve.—In May last, measures were adopted
by the United Presbyterian Chureh, for raising a fund to assist in the erection
of manses, the sum aimed at being £13,000, to be raised in five years.  The
swn of £18,243 has been already raised, the Chairman of the Comuuittee, John
Henderson, of Park, heading the list with £4000.

A Nariox Resorcing.—All accounts unite in representing as most hearty
and sincere the general rejuivings on the oceasion of the marriage of the Prince
of Wales with the Princess Alexandra of Denmark.  The rejoicings may be
regarded as a tribute to Queen Vietoria, and to the memory of the late Prince
Consort.  In Edinburgh there were, in connexion with the general demonstra-
tions, two prayer meetings, at one of which nearly two thousand persons were

resent.  The other was well attended, and was countenanced by the Lord
’rovost, Magistrates and Town Council. The only exception to the general
rc}joicing was among a small portion of the more bigoted Romanists i . Ireland,
who disgraced themselves by their riotous conduct.  The Romish College in
Dublin was preéminent for its disloyal proceedings, the students interfering to
prevent the ilumination of the College buildings.

Deata o Mixisters.—We regret to record the death of the Rev. Dr.
I'weedie, of the Free Tolbooth Church, in Edinbargh.  Dr. Tweedic was first
settled in London, whence he was called, on the recommendation of Dr. Dutf,
to the South Church, Aberdeen. He has been for many years a minister in
Edinburgh. He was also for several years Conveper of the Forcign Mission
Committee. Dr. Tweedie was an active, devoted miunister, and universally
beteved and respected.

We have also to notice the death of the Dr. W. A, Thumson, of Perth, the
brother of the celebrated Dr, Andrew Thomson. Ile was the oldest winister
of the Free Church, and died n the 91st year of his age, and the 62nd of his
ministry.

Dr. Ler, or Episnvren, asp Ixstrusestar Muesic. — The Rev. Dr. Lee,
one of the ministers of the Established Church in Edinburgh, has recently
intruduced the use of an organ ur harmonium in conducting the public services
of the congregation. 'This is only one of the innovations of Dr. Lee. 1t remains
to be seen whether the Church courts will sanction this practice.

Lorp Parverston 18 Scotrann.—Lord Talmerston, the venerable Premier
of Great Britain, having been clected Lord Rector of the University of Glaxgo,
lately visited that city for the purpose of being formally installed.  He also
visited Edinburgh.  In both cities he met with a most cordial and enthusiastic
reception.  His addresses to the students, and on other occasions, were very
favorably reccived.

Tue Bisnor or Oxrorn axp Dr. Corexso. — The Bishop of Oxford has
addressed a pastoral letter to his clergy with reference to Dr. Colenso, whose
views he strongly condemns, and whom he forbids to officiate in his diocese.
e declares that it is not possible that the matter can rest at it is.

Di. Livixosroxe.—Intelligence has been received from Dr. Livingstone up
to 20th November. He denics entirely the charge with reference to the attack
on the Ajawa tribe, and declares that he never adopted an aggressive policy
against them, or took any slaves from them. He admits that he took slaves
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from Portuguese people whom he knew, but from no other parties. e still
speaks most hopefully of the success of the jreat enterprise in which he is
engaged,

Presnyreriax Uston 15 Exguasp.—The London Weekly Rericw thinks that
the consummation of union between the English Presbyterian Church and
the United Presbyterian Church is only a matter of arrangement, and that, as
soon as the United Presbyterians have an independent Synod in England,
negotiations for union will be commenced.

IxTercommuNion wite Te Ruesstax Cnvrenr —Steps have heen taken by
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States to establish eommunieca-
tion with the Russian Church. It is said that the High Church party in the
Church of England view this movement with great interest.

Fast-Day ix e Uxiteo Stares.—In accordance with the appointment of
the President, Thursday, 30th ult., was observed as a day of fasting, humilia-
tion and prayer, with special reference to the war, and the state of public affairs.

TIIE GOSPEL IN ITALY.

We quote from the Work of the Christian Church the following extracts,
showing the progress, and, at the same time, the drawbacks connccted with
the progress of the Gospel in Italy : —

“Inny last I mentioned the gratifying news that applications were being
made weekly from small towns and villages for the visit of a minister to preach
the Gospel. This is not only the case in Tuscany, but also in Lombardy,
where the same stirring of men’s minds is taking place, in localities apart from
the great centres of activity, commercial and political. M. Turin, the zealous
Waldensian pastor at Milan, has had various such applications of late. At one
village (the name of which I am requested to repress, through fear of arousing
persecution) on his first visit, he had not been long seated in the house of one
of his inviters, before he received a summons to appear before the municipal
Junta, but, as the letter bore no address, he refused to receive it ; this happened
a sccond timne, when the Junta (composed of the village priest and the vice-
syndic) ordered the drummer of the national guards to beat the générale, but
in vain—the members would not assemble for the purpose of making a
Protestant minister a prisoner. A respectful message was then sent to him,
asking him to come to the council chamber, which he at once complied with,
found the two worthies, and answered all their questions ; and, when ordered
to leave immediately, told them it was impossible, he had work to do that
night, and he could not leave till next morning.  After that, he had no more
trouble, the people saw that he was not to be browbeaten and terrified ; and,
in consequence, the religious meeting which was held in the evening was a
crowded one, and, on a subsequent visit, nearly the entire village turned out
to welcome him. ~ On thi> oceasion he found a letter awaiting him from another
village at some distance, signed by fifty-seven of its inhabitants, inviting him
to come and preach, with which he also gladly complied, and was well received.

¢ But your readers must not suppose that all this is sunshine, or that there
is nothing to set off against this success. Those who have read the News of
the Churches for some years past may remember frequent reference to the
town of Pontedera, where in the Grand Duke’s time there was a small reunion
of professing Feangelici, some of whom were roughly handled by the police.
The miscrable apostate Barsali was at that time their leader, and after his
Jeturn to the Church of Rome, two years ago, he addressed a letter to them
recommending them to follow his example.  One or two of the leading persors
have since then died in the faith, and the rest, with one or two exceptions,
finding they could not make gain of their new religion, have become reconciled
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to Rome. Tt is searcely three months since the enquirers at Volterra first
addressed a supplication to Signer Ribetti and others to have a minister sent
to them. A certain F , who wrote in the name of the rest, and who was
most zealous on the occasion of the first visit that was paid, has been persuaded
by the priests to make a public recantation in the cathedral, for which itis <aid
he is to receive the payment of his house rent, and a sack of grain annually!
[ am {old he is an object now of conteinpt in the eyes of the Roman Catholics,
as well as of the Protestants whom he has deserted.  Such painful occeurrences
must be must be expected, but they should not discourage those who are
engaged in the work.

** At Perugia, where the work has begun so lately, the Cardinal Archbishop
kas taken the alarm, and issucd a warning pastoral, * against strangers, masters
of fals¢ doctrine, who have Iately insinuated themselves into the city of Peru-
gia.' The young Waldensian evangelist, M. E. Combe, has published a short,
but spirited reply, which will have the elfect of calling attention more publicly
to these mectings, for these polemics invariably eacite curiosity. In answer to
the clharge of *strangers iusinuating themselves,” &e., M. Combe rephes, ¢ If
your vimence resided in Rome, there would be less to object—the epithet

tranyer would be provisionally tolerated ; but in the city of Perugia such a
description is nuw-a-days altogether out of place, when applied to a Piedmon-
tese.  In order to enjuy the sky of Perugia freely, I sought not in any way to
wsinuate )y self among her citizeng, Lot i came as a son to his father's house.
Nor do I mtend to give up my sojourn here merely because I have not the
authorisation of your eminence.! In answer to the charge that ¢ they were
holding out a bait to the people with foreign gold and lying prospects of tem-
poral fortune and social progress,’ he challenges the Cardinal to produce a
single individual who has been thus bribed, and continves: *The Fruangelied
do not ash of Mammon those arins with which they which they gain their holy
victories.  They hold it infamous to lure an Italian with foreign gold, or to
invoke foreign bayonets to retain the faithiul, or to multiply proselytes.’

* In Ferrara the other day a poor Jewish woman with two of her children
sought, for sume reason or another, a temporary refuge in a convent of nuns.
This comung to the Archbishop’s cars he ordered her to be detained, and all
the ctforts of her relations to get her set at liberty proved fruitiess.  Applica-
tion was made to the Procuratore Regio, but he (as too many of the magistrates
under the new regime are,) was a creature of the priests, a codino, and made
various excuscs for not interfering.  Thereupon a deputation of two or three
of the inlluential citizens started by rail for Turin, laid the case before the
Minmsters of the Interior and Worskip, and a telegram was instantly dispatched
to the Procuratore to have the woman and her children set free, which was
done. A few hours later, and the children would have been on their way to
Rome—to be treated like the young Mortara. .\l honour to the Ministers for
their conduct n thiz matter!

*The English and Swiss congregations in Genoa, which mect in the same
hall, have been for some time past greatly annoyed by a Frenchman named
Marcel, who lived on the floor immediately above, and who systeniatically and
wilfully disturbed them by rolling cannon-balls along the floor during the whole
time of public worship. Having been remonstrated with in vain by the clergy,
British Consul, Lc., a suit was instituted against hitn in the Triminal Court,
Genona, when he was condemned to a week's imprisonment and pay 300 francs
fine for lns conduct.

* At Tunn, Pisanddli; the Minister of Public Worship, is advancing with all
decisi i, aud cnergetically mauntaining the cwse of the persecuted clergy.
In return to an address of thanhs which was presented him, he, ainong other
things, rephed as follows, i a reseript to the prefects of Milan  * You may,
Signor Prefect, assure the clergy of Lombardy, that till the day when the
Papes shall have renounced all their secular power, and all its appurtenances,
a sacred duty will continue to devolve upon the admmnistration, namely, that
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of defending the weaker portion of the clergy from the attacks of the stronger,
and of protecting those who love their king and country, against the violence
and misrepresentations of those who bave conspired against both " ins obli-
gation presents itself to the undersigned minister as the most vacred of those
which have been faid upon him by the confidence of the king and of the parlia-
ment, and he will fulfil it.’ "

FHissiowary Yutelligence.

LETTER FROM REV. J. NISBET.
Rep River Serreevexy, March 9, 1863,

After giving a detailed account of his journey and proceedings, up to the date
of the letter, Mr. Nisbet says —The statisties of the congregations will of course
be forwarded at the proper time. So far as T am aware, the Presbyterian popala-
tion of the Settlenient numbers between 500 and 600, who are nearly all Scoteh,
or of Scoteh descent; a few are more or jess allied to the Indun tribes, and a
few pure Inlian youths may be oceasionally seen in the church at Little Britain.

T have nothing to add to the information alieady furnished regarding Beren's
River, nor anything to change in our praposal for establishing a mission there.
I sce you have given the proper estimate in your statemncut in the January
Record.

I do not know whether I mentioned in any of my former litters, that Mr.
Black had some correspondence with Mr. Kirhy, an Episcopal missionary in the
Mackenzie's River district. The district is very eatensive, and ncludes the
Youcan on the west side of the Rocky Mauutains, of which he speaks in the
accompanying letters. Tt appears that Mr Kirhy expected that T would have
gone direct to that rezion by the packet last fall. The accompanying letters
will speak for themselves, and they will put you in pessession of the naturc of
the field of labour there better than any deseription of mine could do. You
will easily perceive the importance of the opening, and how much encourage-
ment there is for our Church to commence labour there  You will also see
that the great desideratum iz, a missionary who wonld translate the Seriptures
into the language of the peaple.  The Chipweyan language is, I behieve, much
more simple than cither the Cree or the Chippeway, and nothing has becn done
towards translation into that language as yet. T am told by those who have
been in that district, that the Chipweyan tribe of Indians are much more trac-
table than any of the other tribes.

1 have no doubt hut the Hudson's Bay Cowapany might give a mis<ionary a
free passaze; butif he had any amount of Ingzawe with him, they could hardly
be expected to take it free; and if be had a fanuly and household zear to take
along, the expense would be still greater T understand that when Mrs, Kitby
and her family went in (which was some time after Mr. Kirby), they required
one hoat for themselves and bagzage, and the trip cost the Society over £200
sterling.  T'his will show you that a free pussage even to a single wmissionary
would be no trifling contribution.

For such a distaut and wide field, T wonld say two missionaries ought to Le
sent together—one to devote himself more particularly to the wark of transla-
tion, and the other to itinerating among the natives.

Let the Comunttee and the Synnd weigh these <everal calls to mizsionary
labour, and sceif they cannot take up bath fields. More help could he obtained
from tly~ Scttlement for a mi<sion at Beren's River, than for one at the distance

*of the Youcan, which is in ifs faveur if a choice must be made; while the
Youcan i certainly the more extensive. and in some respects the more needful,
of the two, aud hikewise more promising.
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There have also been letters from the friends at Edmonton, on the North
Saskatchewan, They bave found gold all up the river, on the small streams,
and on the shores of the lakes in the neighbourhood; and when they get a
suflicient supply of quicksilver and other requisites for working, they expect to
make from six to cight dollars a day each. Meantime they are providing them-
selves with comfortable quarters, and laying in a stock of provisions in the
shape of butlalu meat (pemican), and some are turning an honest penny by
trading with the Indians.  They are much pleased with the country and
climate, and have resolved to mahe good their quarters, and will very likely be
joined by others from this settlement next summer.  One of the friends, in the
close of lus letter to Mr. Black, says, 1 wish Mr. Nisbet or you were here.”

Hence we have still to urge upon the Committee and the Synod the impor-
tance of sending a missionary to Edinonton with as little delay as possible. Be
ready for whatever changes may be expected in that quarter; for you may be
sure that if an vverland route shall be established, which seems now probable,
many imniigrants will plant themselves in the fertile valley of the Saskatchewan,
if there is any encouragement at all, rather than cross the mountains.

Perhiaps I should have mentioned that there is only one opportunity in the
year of going to Mackenzie's River, nz , when the rivers and lake become clear
of ice.  Usually the brigade of boats leaves this in the beginning of June, so
we shall he too late for the first opportunity. 1t takes about three months to
go there, and from thence across the mountain to the Youcan is six days’
travelling.  If we had your own mind and that of the Committee on the sub-
ject, we might be somewhat guided in our answers to Mr. Kirby’s letters. 1
may only further mention that a person might, in an ordinary scason, leave
Canada in May, and be here in time for the northern brigade.

Leaving all these important and interesting questions in the hands of the
Committee and of the Synod, and praying that God himself may guide you to
such conclusions as shall be most for Iis glory and the advancement of His
kingdom,

Believe me very truly yours,
JAMES NISBET.

LETTER OF REV. MR. KiRBY.
Forr Sinrson, Mackeszie River, Nor. 29, 1862,

My pEar Mi. Nisper,—Although personally a stranger to you, I feel sure
that no apology is necessary for my venturing to address you. I have heard
much of you through our mutual friend Mr. Black, and should hate myself, if 1
did not love you as a brother in our common Lord. Let me therefore give you
a hearty welcome to the country, and assure you of my prayers that you may
be blessed, and prove a blessiag while in it.

You will have heard from Mr. Black of the hberties we have been taking with
you—almost appointing your spherc of Iabour before your arrival.  In hislast
letter, however, Mr. Black gave me but few hopes of your coming so far north
as thiz; but T do not feel disposed to give you up without a struggle, and
carnestly do T hope that what you have heard from him of our need has caused
vou to decide upvu coming to the help of the Lord against the mighty ; and
delizhted <hall Fhe to shake hatads with you upon the height of land (Portage
1a Locker, and to introdure you to the Indians, men and officers who will be
pre<ent.

If you have not yot decided, let me beg of you, my dear brother, to do so at
once 1 know that many reasons will suzgest themselves, and the good folks
arvund vou will urge many more, why yon <hould not coine—thinking their
own clums are greater.  They are no judges, however, in this matter.  There
iz a law in optics, you know, which tells us that objects diminish according to
the square of their distance.  Now, as we are 2,500 mules from you, no wounder
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if, through such a diminishing medium, our nced appears small in comparison
with that around you. Now remember 1 have been at both places; and there-
fore the law docs not apply both ways.  Tell our good friends around you,
therefore, that their wants are not a thousandth part o great and urgent as
ours. They have all the means of grace within their reach in rich abundance;
but, ealculating from Isle & la Crosse westward, and from thence to the Aretic
Sea, there are at feast 2,000,000 square miles with the pure light of the gospel
in only Lieo spots of it, and they are 1,500 miles from vach other.  Now, inde-
pendently of the heathen, in that vast region there are at least one hundred
belonging to your own church and country, who need some one to cave for their
souls. Most of the officers, too, are Preshyterians.  Here, then, surcly, is a
need greater than any that meets you in Red River.

I know it is difficult for even self-denying Christian men to remeove from one
sphere of labour, which appears important, to another they know but little of;
and therefore, though the wishes of the good peopl> around you may be over-
come, this difficulty may be felt by yourself. If so, let me beg of you to meet
it with the important pust of labour to which you stand invited. .\ missienary
to the heathen is always considered, by the excellent of the carth, as a higher
office than the pastorof a flock.  Certainly St. Paul feltitto beso. SecEph.ui &

Another reason T would urge is, that God has blesced you with o many of
the qualifications necessary for the work., And what could be a nabler employ-
ment of the talents you possess, than to employ them for eight or ten yecars
here, in putting the glorious Gospel of the hlessed God into the language of
these poor benighted wanderers? It i~ a work you would look back upon with
joy from the end of your life, and thousands yet unhorn might at the last rise
up to bless you for it. It is a noble and blessed wark for whoever muay be the
honored instrument in God's hand of accomplishingat. Much do 1 grieve that
I have not the order of talent for it. Come, then, and enter upon the task.
What Wicklitfe was to our countrymen, Carey to the Hindoo, Martyn to the
Persians, Judson to the Burmese, and Morrison to the thousands of Cliuna, be
you to the Chipweyans,

The scason of the year suggests another reason why vou should come.
To-morrow will be Advent Sunday ; and, with every lover of Jesus, I am sure
your frequent prayer ig that He may *come quickly.” But there is a work to
he done before that blessed event can take place.  The gospel has first to be
“ preached as a witness to all nations.” Now it is being preached in Red River,
and to the tribes of Indians about there. Come and preach it where it has not
yet been made known, and thus help the fulfilinent of your prayers.

And but to mention one other reason: besiudes heathenism, there1s a powerful
adversary to contend against here in the Church of Rome, which, with lying
tales and wonders, is constantly swelling its dimensions.  However willing, 1
am unal le to overcome it alone. Without cant or mock humility, [ confess my
inability and unfitness for the work. The highest style both of Christian and
minister is reguired her? to carry on the Lord's work agamnst these two oppos-
ing powers.  Again 1 say, then, in the name of our blessed Master, and for the
honour of His cause, come.

The officers and men will receive you with open arms, and bless you for the
sacritice you have made in coming to them, You will casily obtain a free
passage in, and when here you need have no fears about living. You will live
cheaper than in Red River, but rather than that <hould deter you, I would
gladly guarantee you £20 per annum from tny own grant,

And now, praying that the Lord may bless you, and bring you to us in the
fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ.

I remain yours, very sincerely,
W. W. Kby,
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MISSIONS OF THE FREE CHURCH.

Feyane Eptcatios 1x Inpia.—In a late number we gave some details with
reference to the progress of Female Education in India. At present the several
schoolg, in connexion with the Free Church Female Socicty, have about 2000
pupils.  There are at the same time sinilar efforts suceessfully made by other
societics,  Que »ign of progress that, whereas only five years ago, very few
high caste girls could be induced to come to the schools,—now there are many
of the highest castes undu instruction.  Five years ago girls could not be
induced to attend without a sort of fee or gift ; now they come and cheerfully
pay a fee for admission.  Wesuljoin an account of Dr. Duff’s school at Caleutta,
taken from the last report of the “Female Society of the Free Church of
Scotland, for promoting the Christian Education of the Females in India.”

Having on furmer occasions furnished somewhat lengthened details relative
to my Hinduo Girls School, for cluldren of superior caste, I deem it unnecessary
to do much mwore than state that, by God's great blessing, it still continues to
prosper.  Frow the very nature of such a school, in the present peculiar circum-
stances of Hindoo socicety in this city, it is cxpensive.  But thereis noalternative
but to face the expense, or to abaudon it altogether.  And I am sure that if the
good ladies at home saw it with their own eyes, or would adequately realize the
real substantial good it is beginning to effect in Hindoo society, they would
brook almost any expense rather than abandenment. To them T must renew
my expression of deepest gratitude for all their Kindness and gencrous hberality
towards it ; without their eflicient aid it never woulld have thrived as it has
done.

For their satisfaction, therefore, T beg to state one or two facts, as these may
tend to cheer and encourage them, as regards the matter of expense.

About a year ago, I took the Government Director of Education to see it.
He was 50 much pleased with it that, of his own accord, he suggested that I
should apply for & © grant-n-aid” on its behalf. This I did.  And in recom-
mending it officially to Government, he said, ** Thes is the best school for native
girls wathawhich I amacqueinted.”  Such a testimony, from such an authority,
ought to be held as decisive and gratifying in the bighest degree.  The result
was a grant of 89 rupees per month.

Again, T awr happy to state that T have beep able tosecurea permancnt build-
ing fur theschool. Formerly it was held in arented house, with very unsuitable
and inconvenient accommodation.  Through weans which happened to be placed
al my disposal, T have been alle to purchase and fit up a large scparate wing
of the house of a native gentleman, at a cost of upwards of 10,000 rupecs, or
£1000 sterling.  That building ix now Mission propertv—dc\wncd exclusively
for matice Fomale cducation. The school has Leen held in it sinve last hot
season . and thus the old rent for school accommodation has heen saved.
Besides a number of class-roomns, it has a hall of considerable size, in which
examinations, ¢, ean be held.  Altogether it is a great acquixition, and tends
to give permancney to our female educational opcmtlom ; as it is sitouated in
thc very heart of the native city, and not far from our great central institution.

On .hurxdw ast (4th wst.) the annual C\amm'\txon of the girls was held.
The number actually pre<ent was 60 and this may be taken as the average
attendanee for the sesdon —there I:cing 40 on the roll. et it he remembered
that, with the exeeption of two young widows, the oldest of them have not
completed their tenth vear; and then their really remarkable aptitude for
Tearing, when propaly trained and taught, must be very conspicuous.  To
all the dlasses moral and rehgious instruction is convey ed; to the youngest,
orally ; to the ulder oties, also fiom books  And you will note it lhc two
highcr classes have read, and very cavefully, too) ¢ The Peep of Day,” the
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* Pilgrim’s Progress,” and considerable portions of the Old and New Testament,
in Bengali.  This is the great triumph of the school, the wonder and astomsh-
ment of all who visit it. Let us thank God for it, and pray that the seed thus
sown may take deep root and spring up, even if it be many days hence. But
already we have had real proof that the sowing of the good seed lias not been
in vain, 'This very year, tive or six of the older girls spoke out very decidedly
their convictions of the truth of the gospel.  And were they of age, <o that we
could legally protect them, they would have willingly left their homes and joined
us. Indeed, in one or two instances, girls did actually leave their home, and
came to the house of the head native Christian mistress, to remain with her.
‘The friends soon followed : and as the young persons were not nearly of legal
age, we could do nothing to protect in the exercise of their liberty = But the
is specially worthy of record, asindicative of the hold which the Bible and other
religious lrssons has begun to take on their youthful minds.

One of the social curses of this idolatrous country is the system of carly
marriage.  Often individuals are married from carliest infancy, and, strange as
it may sound, sometimes even before they are born!  The average age may be
said to be eight or nine ; and before the tenth year is completed, all (exeept in
the case of the Kulin Brahmins, the highest class of that order) must be married.
Rather than not be married before that period of life, father and mother would
see them dic, or even get rid of them!  And to show the adverse working of
the unnatural system, I stated, at the public examination last week, that, of the
number present, about the same time last year, upwards of twenty had since
been married, and, conscquently, removed from school beforo completing their
tenth year! DBut we are keeping an cye on those thus removed.  Being able
to read well, we try to supply them with tracts and books.  One of them, im-.
mediately after marriage, sent a rupee to the school to purchase for hersclf a
copy of the Bengali New Testament, to read in her new scclusion! This isa
touching incident ; and may well call forth a prayer for a blessing from on high
on the perusal.

At the same time I was enabled to announce the gratifying fact, that, in a few
cases, by the mutual consent of parents, on both sides, and of the mtended
bridegroom, girls of eight or nine years of age have been allowed to remain, to
carry on their education for a year or two longer.  This, too, is another sign of
some progress.

At the examination of last weck there was a large assemblage of European
ladies, and a goodly number of European and native gentlemen—among others,
the lon. Mr. Ellis, of the Supreme Legislative Council, Colonel Durand, our
Foreign Sceretary, Brigadier Mackenzie, &c. &c.; Sheer Rao Sabib, nephew of
the late hing of Nagpore, and whese son (adopted by the late king) would now
bave been sovereign, had it not been for the annexation; the Professor of
Bengali in the Government Pre~idency College, and several other native gentle-
men.

The girls acquitted themselves to the admirationof all present.  The learned
native professor subjected the bighest class to a scarching ¢xamination in the
reading, writing, spelling, and grammar, of their own language ; and expressed
himself satistied in the highest degree.  This produced a very favourable im-
pression on the natives present.

At the close, Mr. Ellis, Colonct Durand, and several native gentlemen,
addressed the visitors, and the pupils in terms of highest gratification at all they
had seen and heard.

The Rao Sahih seemed quite exhilarated at what was te him an altozether
novel spectacle, and offered a prize of 30 rupees to the first girl, and 13 rupees
to the second hest, in hooks, or any other form the teachers might approve of.
. The Raned¢ Surnomay, widow of one of our late wealthiest Rajahs, sent two sets
of ear-rings as prizes for the best scholars.  The female members of the family
of the late Bahu Ashutosh Deb, sent 30 rupees for premiums to the pupils. A
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native gentleman present gave 10 rupees for the same end; and one who was
unable to be present in person, sent 20 rupees for a similar purpose. I state
these facts sunply as indicating that something like a vital interestin the object
is at length beginning to be awakened in this long-dead and utterly apathetic
community.

MISSIONS OF UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHL

Arrero.—The Rev. R. Grant Brown writes that for some time, after much
deadness and inditference, there had been o lively spirit of inquiry among the
Jews to whom hie had access.  Hesays:—* You will rejoice to hear that for the
last two Saturdays a large room has been crowded with Jews from morning
till evening. 'The number must have been not fewer than sixty in the one day
and seventy in the other.

Shall T tell youhow the first was passed? Thad justrisen, and was planning
visits to some Jewish families, and thinking what truths T should present to
their minds, when it struck me that it would give me greater facility and power
in conversation if [ wrotc out a train of argument, and strung together the
proofs from the Ilcbrew Scriptures. 1 sat down at once, and wrote a short
discourse on the necessity of the sacrifice of Christ, proved from the holiness
and justice of God, our utter sinfuluess, the offerings of Old Testament saints,
and the unnustakeably plain prophecies that Christ should bear our «ins. I had
scarcely finished writing the concluding entreaty to **kiss the Son lest he be
angry,” when the Jews began to arrive.  In a few minutes I was surrounded
with a crowd of Jewish men, women, and children. Having quicted the
tumultuous assembly as well as T could, 1 stood up to preach to them, They
fistened with something of solemnity and acquiescence to the truth that God
cannot let sin pass unpunished, and that weare full of it, and apprehended the
difference between the sacrifice of Abel and the offering of Cain; but when I
spoke of the soul of the Messiah being miade an offering for sin, a murmur of
contradictiun arose from the men.  The women, whose uncultivated minds it
is very hard to interest in anything beyond children, dresg, and diamonds, re-
commencud to chatter, and the buys to move about the reom. In the middle
of what I wished to make a final appeal and application, it was fopnd that the
boys were stealing our books, etc.  We were obliged to expel them, in spite of
their protestations of innocence.  When this preturbing interruption was past,
we renewed discussion, which continued with varicties of subject, successive
relays of visitors, and unabated animation, till sunset. With the last group,
who were much superior in intelligence to the crowd of the morning, Mr.
Wortabet gave me very efficient aid I was glad to listen to his caim and con-
vincing method of concentrating their attention on Hosen iii. 4, 5, showing that
¢ the children of Israel shall return to the Lord their God,” implies that they
are now far from him, and that their ** sceking David their king,” proves that
he is to be found, but that they now negleet him. Then I accompanied my
colleague towards his home. On the way back [met, in a shady lane beside
the mosque of the dancing dervishes, three intelligent Jewish acquaintances.
They spoke seriously of what seemed to them the utter impossibility that the
great and holy God should be born of a woman. T replied that this was only
the more wonderful proof of his love and mercy, and we had a long and earnest
discussion, standing in the road till the stars were alt brizht; and I went home,
happy and thankful. vet sad at the aimount of unbelief one day had revealed, to
apply what power of brain was left on my Arabic sermon for Sallath on the
brazen serpent—one of a series on the Types of Christ.

The histury of last Saturday was ~imilar, only the numbers were greater.

ADDITIONS TO THE NATIVE CHURCHES IN INDIA.
We learn from the April number ot the Free Church Rocord, that several
additions to the number of professing christians have lately taken place. Dr.
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Duff writes that at Caleutta an interesting addition to the native church has
been made in the person of the wife of Sucky Narain Bose, who had himself
lately been received into the church.  His wife at first bitterly persecuted him
but his forbearance and weakness, by God's blessing, softened her heart and
made her willing to listen toinstruction.  She made rapid progress, and seemed
to give up her whole soul to be moulded by the truth.  Many of the non-chris-
tians spectators of her baptism were deeply cffected.

At Puna, the Rev. James Mitchell, had baptized five natives. In regard to
the Mission Institutions at Caleutta, Dr Duffl writes that on re-opening the
Institution on 5th of January, there were 903 in attendance.  He bLelieved that
in three weeks, the number would be at least 1000,

JEWISH MISSION OF TIE IR(SH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCIL

The April number of the Herald contains an interesting letier from the Rev.
Dr. Graham, who is in labours most abundant, keeping up eight meetings
weekly, four for preaching and four for other religious purposes. le says
that a number of young men have been suddenly converted of late, antl that
an earnest thoughtful spirit is spreading through certain parts of the com-
munity. Prayer meetings are springing up, and converted laymen are begin-
ning publicly both to pray and to preach. Dr. Graham asks the earnest prayer
of the church, that the work of God may advance still more decidedly and
vigorously.

ENCOURAGING APPEARANCES IN JAPAN,

Iardly three years have elapsed since the first Protestant missionaries
arrived in this country, and, nevertheless, during this short space of time, so
great a change has taken place among the people, that the fairest hopes may
be entertained for the future of this mission. On their arrival, our missionaries
found the Japanese very little disposed to converse with them on christian
subjeets.  As soon as they were touched upon, the countenances of the people
changed, they tooked alarmed, as though they should incur some great danger.
They gave it to be understood that the subject was prohibited in Japan, and
by a movement of the head and by crossing their hands upon their necks, they
indicated the punishment that awaited transgressors of the law. Tt was not
the lower orders alone who entertained these opinions, they were met with
among persons occupying a certain social position, and invested with public
functions. It was only when .cy were alone, when they were sure that none
of their countrymen could see them, that they dared to hazard any remarks on
religious subjects,

1t is perceived with pleasure that the Japanese no longer manifest signs of
fear when the subject of religion is mentioned. It is with the greatest freedom,
and to the utter astonishment of those who have read the ancient ediets, that
remarks are made and questions proposed.  How s it that <o great a change
has taken place in so short a time® 1t arises certainly from the fact that
Christianity is now better understood.  As T havealready said, the government
had adopted such vigorous measures for uprooting the teacking of the Jesuits
that the mere mention of Christianity was sufficient to excite a feeling of horror
in every triue Japancse. This word with them was the synonym for treason
and rebelton. They hinagined that the only end the Christians had in view
was to suvvert constituted authority, and to reduce the people to slavery. In
fact, they regarded Christianity as something political and not religious, and
consequently held it in exceration,  Their intercourse with foreigners bas con-
tributed to the gradual dissipation of these predjudices. It mustalso be stated
that the presence of our missionaries, and the distribution of religious books,
have also exercised a beneficial influence. A large number of Bibles has been
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given away, and they often come to ask for the holy book. The Bibleisyad:
this is very evident from the manuer in which they give an account of its con-
tents. Restrictions are placed upon public preaching, to prevent the people
from recciving the Goxpel ; if these were removed, there is no doubt Christianity
would have great success among them; such is the opinion of the missionaries
themselves.  There is, however, in Japan a great power which will always
wage a stubborn war with Christianity : it is the clergy. In Nagasaki alone
there a nearly a hundred temples; and if we consider the number of priests
attached to cach, and the thousands of temples which cover the land, one can
form an idea of the unhenrd-of multitude of priests there are in Japan. At
first, the priests of Nagasaki were on amicable terms with our missionaries
but, as soon as they perceived that the Christian doctrines were decidly opposed
to their own belief, they withdrew to one side, and have remained there ever
sitce.

The Roman Catholics have already rcturned to the scene of their first
exploits.  They have built a large church at Yedao, and they de all they can
to make converts.  In spite of these obstacles, which appear so great in the
eyes of men, the truth of Ged will prevail.  Human systems may, indeed, for
a long time raise what seems a formidable barrier against it, but they no sooner
come in contact with vital Christianity than they are broken and disappear,
leaving no trace behind.—La Ve Chrétienne.

MISSIONARY WORK IN CHINA.

We subjoin some extracts from an address by the Rev. Carstairs Douglas, a
missionary of the English Presbyterian Church, delivered lately ata missionary
mecting in Edinburgh.  We may learn from Mr. Douglas’s statements some-
thinz as to the mode of operation, the extent of the work, and also the encour-
agement afforded by past success :—-

What he specially desired, in addressing them, was to lay Lefore them some
account of the manner in which the mission work of this society was carried
on. They all knew that different mission fields required the work to be carried
ou in different ways. Ch.na was a field in winch they could not adopt the
educational plan, so well worked out in India, because the Chinese had a sys-
tem of education peculiarly their own, which tuey believed in with much
fidelity. 'This system of education was specially designed to prepare the
peopie for passing examination with the view to obtaining Government position,
and the system had taken root in the whole cighteen provinces into which the
empire was divided.  The Chinese held the opinion that their own system of
education was all that they required, and they had not the least desire to cul-
tivate Buropean science or languages, except a little smattering of the latter,
which they picked up to assist thew to transact their business.  The society,
therefore, found that they could not adopt the educational plan in currying on
these missions ; and the plan which had been adopted was, in the first place,
to preach the gospel, and, after having gained a footing in any particular place,
to organize a small congrmation, and wateh over its interests.  These congre-
gation< might be very small; bat their plan had been to watch over these little
commuiutics, pastly by means of their own pervonal attendance, and partly by
means of native agents, whom the missionaries had in some measure tramed
ond placed among them  The society had already a very considerable number
of native azents lubouring in its interests, some of whom had been ordained as
elders and deacons, for from the very first, part of the missiouaries” plan had
been to arganize small communities mto regular churches, and endeavour to
set them m the path of selfgovernment, and, as far as possibice, show them the
way towards scif-support.  The stations under the immediate care of this
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society were all comparatively young, and as yet did Iittle towards self-support 5
but the ~lder stations at Amoy, under the supervision of the Reformed Dutch
Church of North Awerica, were doing a areat deal in the way of contributing
towards the support of the gospel. The missionaries of this society had all
along worked in connection with the missionaries of the Dutch Churceh, and
had seen no reason to work any other way, although they had made no formal
union with them, The fact was, the native Christiang had no idea that there
was, or could be, any difference between the two socicties, as all the mission-
aries sat together in their little Synods and Presbyteries, administered the
ordinances, exercised discipling, and preached in one another’s pulpits and
churches.  Passing on to speak of the great field of missionary labour which
lay before the soaety, he said that th re was a population of about 4,000,000
within a distance of sixty miles round Amoy, and a population of something
like 3,000,000 comprised in a like distance round Swatow, and the stations of
this society were placed in small clusters round these two centres of population,
The distance between these two places was about 140 miles, and they were
endeavouring so to work the mission as to connect both places with a chain of
preaching stations.  Some progress has already been made in this dircetion.
In addition to other favourable opunings for missionary labour, the eyes of the
missionaries had been turned towards the island of Formosa, which was sepa-
rated from Amoy by a strait of the sca. It was an island extremely interest.
ing, both from its character, size, and past history. It was one of the few
places, or, rather he should say, it was the only place in China, whore the
gospel was preached long ago.  There were even at the present day some dim
traces of the gospel having been preached about 1000 years ago in the west of
China by the Nestorian missionaries, which preaching might have been in a
corrupted form; but they knew that abont two hundred years ago the gospel
was preached at Formosa by the Duteh missionaries.  Hehad visited Formosa
about two years ago, bu. could find no trace whatever of these Duteh inission-
aries; but surely if they were able to go again and plant the gospel once more
in that island, the prayers of the old Dutch missionaries would be fulfilled,
and the object of their long protracted labours would be accomplished. The
Chinese population of the island amounted to about 3,000,000, besides an
aboriginal race of black or dark brown people, closely allied to the inhabitants
of the Philippine Islands.  The Chinescin theisland were settlersor emigrants :
and. he believed, would form a more hopeful field for missionary labour than
the population of the mainland. He concluded by expressing the hope that
the Preshyterian missions in China would be strengthened and reinforced in
such a manner as would enable the missionaries of this society to form a united
and strong band of themselves, who would extend their influence abroad
throughout the whole land.

i‘amzcwin;:z of Presbpteries, K.

PRESBYTERY OF LONDOY.

This Presbytery met at London on the 5th ult,, and remained in session for two
days. The attendance was good, at least till the afternoon of the second day.

The following are the most important items of business transacted.

A committee consisting of Messts Sutherland, Chesnut and Stewart,was appointed
to visit Napicr on the 1st Tuesday of May, and to organize the congregation there.
Messrs. Fletcher (Convener) aud Simpson were appointed to attend to the same duty
at Strathroy, hefore the next meeting of Presbytery.

Mir. Balmer applied for leave of absence. This was granted for four months,
beginning in May.

The Warwick congregation having petitioned for a moderation, Messrs Proudfoot
and Goodicllow were appointed to meet with them in the church af Watford, on
Tuesday, 5th May, at 11 o'clock a.m,, and after sermon to moderate in a call,




188 TOE HOME AND FOREIGN RECORD.

Considerable timo was apent in hearing a complaint from a member who had felt
himself aggrieved by the session of Belmont and Yarmouth. The matter was
veferred back to the session, with which the following werce agsociated as assessors,
Mezasra, Scott, Fraser, McMillan and Clark. It was arranged that the meeting should
be held on May 4.

Mr. I Gracey and Mr. D. Duff, students, were examined, when it was resolved to
apply to Synod for leave to wake them on trials for license  Mr. Maleolm, who was
not ‘l.rcsvnt. will be examined by a committee, A proposal that he should supply
Amherstburg during the summer, was referred to the Home Miscion Committee,

The motion in favour of the overture to form a Genera! Assembly was not passed.

The Rev Mr. Proudfoot was unanimously nominated as Moderator for the eneuing
Synod, and Mesars, McMillan and Young chivsen as members of the Committee on
Bills and Overtures,

The subject of Separate Schools was brought before the Presbytery, and a resolu-
tion adopted to petition against the bill at present before the Legislature.

Lengthened consideration was given to the subject of the proposed mission among
the French Canadians in the county of Essex. The committee were authorized, in
the mean time, to employ Mr, Labelle in missivn work there till the meeting of
Synod, and to rent a house suitable for his meetings,

There was a petition from N. East, of Aldburough, a portion of Mr. McKinnon’s
congregation asking the one half of the Pastor’s services, Thie xas granted, provided
that it met with the acquiescence of the other part of the congregation,

A communication was read from the Convener of the Synod's Committee on the
State of Religion, on which the Presbytery held a lengthened conference, thie result
of which will be transwitted to the Synod’s Committee.

Mr. Leonard, a minister of the O. &, Presbyterian Church, laid his cestificate on
the table and applied to be received into our communion. After a committee had
met with lim and reported, the usual steps towards his reception were ordered to
be taken.

A number of circulars from other Presbyteries were laid on the table and read.

The following are the principal appointinents made to the vacancies:

Tilbury—Mr, Martin, April 19, and three following Sabbaths; Mr. Furrest, catechist,
May 17 and 24.

Tlorence and Bothwell—Mr. Gracey, 12th April, till after the first Sabbath of June,
exchanging with Mr. McKinnon on 24th May ; Mr. Murray, Junc 21, and three
following Sabbaths,

Aldborough—)r, Clark, 26th April; Mr. John Ferguson, 10th May, till next Pres-
bytery, except 21st June, when he goes to Chalmer's Church, and 25th June,
when he goes to Wallacetown, Messrs. Forrest and MceDiarmid to dispense the
sacrament on June 28ih,

Napier and Brooke—Mr. Troup till nest Presbytery.

Dunwich, Chalmer’s Church—>Mr. John Ferguson, 12th April, and three following
Sabbaths, Mr. MeMillan, 17th May, afternvon, Mr. Clark, 24th May; Mr.
McColl, catechist, 7th and 14th June, Messrs, Sutherlar ! and Ferguson to dis-
pense the sacrament 21st June, Mr. Currie 5th July,

Delaware—~Mr Seott, 26th April, and five following Sabbaths; Mr. Graceiy, Lith
June, and four following Sabbaths

Dorc}\c:iu-r—-l\lr. MeColl, catechist, till neat Presbytery, exeept three Salbaths to

LAbo,

Lobo—Mr. Clark, 19th April; Mr, J. McColl, 26th April, Mr. Skinner, 3rd May,
Mr. James Fraser, 10th and 17th May; Mr., Fleteher, 24th Mav, Messrs,
Stewart and J. MeColl to dispense the sacrament 31st May, Mr. Clark 14th June,
Mr. J. MeColl 28th June.

Btrathrov and Adelaide—Mr. Murray, 19th and 26th April, and last four Sablaths
of May, the saceament being dispensed on the last.  Mr. Bennett, 3rd May ;
Mr Scott, 7th Jusie to 12th July.

Oil Spring<—Mv. Scott of London, drd May (Mr Murray preaching in London),
Mr Jdamicson, 1oth May, and six following Sabbaths, Mr. Martia, 25th June,
and two following Sabbaths,

Plympton—Mr Bennett, 26th April; Mr. D Walker, 3rd May; Mr Duff, 10th May,
and pvine following Sabbaths.
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Moore—Mr. Duff, 12th April, and three following Sabbaths; Mr. Martin, 17th May,
and five following Sabbaths; the sacrament to be dispensed by Mr. Fraser, on
31st May.  Mr. Jamieson, 28th June, and two following Sabbaths

Warwiek-=My. Jamieson, 19th April, and two following Sabbaths; Mr. Murray, 81st
May, and two following Sabbaths,

PRESBYTERY OF ONTARIO.

This Presbytery et at Prinee Albert on Tuesday, the 14th of April, when seven
ministers and three elders were present, together with a numbier of commissioners
and church members, who were interested in miatters which were to conie befure the
meeting,

Reports were called for from kirk sessions in refereace to the overture in favour
of u General Assembly,  Several repurts were given in, all of thein but ime expres-
ging the opinion that in present circumstances the formation of a General Assebly
would be altogether premature.  This opinion was homologated by the Presbytery,
and the clerk was instructed to report accordingly.

Called for the report of a commiuttee, appuinted at the previous meeting, to draft
an overture to the Synod for an Examination Board wtth a view to secure a higher
standdard of attainment among our students,  The committee read and handed'in a
drafted overture, which, on motion made and seconded, was adopted and earried
unanimously by the Presbytery, with the exception of Mr, Baird, who craved leave
to enter his dissent,

In accordance with a written request, which was read by the clerk, Mr. McTavish
was appointed to dispense the communion at Whitby on an carly Sabbath Jday; he
was alzo anthorized to examine and admit any persons who might wish to join the
membership of the church, and two elders were appointed as assessors in this matter.

Attention was called to the blank statistical and tinancial returns which had come
from Synod's clerk, with a view to be filled up by congregations; when it was
moved and carried, that in the event of any congregations failing to <end in their
returns by the prescribed period, the clerk be instructed to write to the proper
parties, reminding them of the Synod's requirement, aud requesting them to comply
with the =ame.

Proceeded next te dispose of the call to Mr. King, from the Gould street congre-
gation of Toronto. Papers were read, attesting the appointment of commissioners.
In behalf of the Presbytery of Toronto, Dr. Burns and Mr. Wallace, elder, were
heard  Mr George Smith was heard for the session, and Mr. John Douglas for the
congreantion of Gould street.  Messes. John Rateliffe, John Lant, and Robert Smith
were heard for the interests of Columbus and Brooklin,  Finally, Mr. King himself
was heard, when, after a clear and full enumeration of points which he had seriously
and prayerfully pondered upon, he declared his opinion that the Presbytery would
see it to be their duty to dissolve the connection between him and his present con-
gregation and agree to his being translated to Toronto.  Thereafter the members of
Presbytery expressed their opintons, and on motion made it was agreed to find, that
the Presbytery, in respect of the judgment now delivered by Mr. King, agree to
dissolve the conncction between him and his present charge, and sppomnt Dr.
Thornton to announce this decision to the people of Columbus and Brooklin on
Sabbath week, and to declare the congregation vacant.

The commissioners from Toronto thereupon expressed their acquieseence, thanked
the Presbytery for the honourable manner in which their business had been pro-
ceeded with, and craved extracts,

Mr. King also expressed his sincere regret at the thought of parting with his
brethren of the Presbytery, and hoped that notwithstanding this separation, there
would stll be entertained between him and them those kindly feehings which had
characterized their past intercourse,

The Presby tery agreed to record the deep sense of loss which they and his con-
gregation have now sustained by the removal of Mr, King, and their carnest wishes
for his comfort and suceess in the the sphere of labour on which heis about toenter,
and to express their svmpathy with the congregation in being deprived of the
serviees of a devoted and fanthful pastor.

Proceeded neat to a conference on the state of religion, when after a lensthened
and free expression of mind as to various matters throughout bounds of the I'resbytery,
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it was left to Mr, McTavish to make up the Presbytery report on the subject, from
the statements which had come out in connection with the conference.

An overture to the Synod was submitted by Mr. Monteath to the cffect that
somo steps should be taken by the 3ynod for tho preservation of the Presbytery
records of the two Bodica which now compuose our united church, and for rendering
gaid records accessible to the office-brarers of the church, and others who might be
reckoned worthy of consuling them, The overture, in an amended shape, was
adopted by the Preshytery, and was ordered to be transmitted to the Synnd

In regard to some other matters which came up before the court, it is scarcely
nccessary to givo any account of them,
R. Moxtearn,
Pres. Clerk, pro tem.

PRESBYTERY OF STRATFORD.

This Presbytery met at the Presbyterian church, Elma, on the 28th January last,
when Mr, R-;{wrt Renwick, a licentiate of the U, P. Church, Scotland, was ordained
and inducted into the pastoral charge of the united congregations of Elina Centre,
West Monkton, Molesworth and Listowell.

The Rev. Robert Hall preached ; the Moderator, the Rev, Thos. Lowry, presided
ad addressed the minister; the Rev. R. Hamilton addressed the people, and the
Rev. Wm. Caven concluded the services by prayer. ’

The Presbytery met again at St Mary’s on the 3ed February last, at which
meeting the congregation of Chalmer's church, St. Mary’s, was aited to appear in
connection with the arrears of stipend to the Rev. D. Beattic.

The Presbytery, after reasoning and a protracted conference with the congregation,
and finding that only a small proportion of the congregation were disposed to con-
tribute towards the payment of the arrears, and that a difference of opinion existed
among the members of the court as to the import of the Syaod's deliverance in this
case, and consequently the legitimate means which should be taken inorder to collect
the arrears, referred the matter to the Synod for advice, and appointed Messrs,
Doak and Hall to state the reference.

The quarterly meeting of the Presbytery was held at Stratford on the 31st March
last. There were 12 ministers and 2 elders present.

The Rev. Alexander Topy, of Knox Church, Toronto, was nominated as Moderator
of the Synod, and Mr. Wm. Caven, minister, and Mr. Ballantyne, elder, were
appointc«f memocrs of the Synod’s Committee on Bills and Overtures.

Mr. Robert Ewing, a licentiate of the U, P. Church, Scotland, presented his cre-
deatials, and the Presbytery aurced to apply to the Synod for leave to receive him
as a Probationer of the C. P. Church.

On an application from the congregation of Mornington (the Rev. D. Beattie’s)
leave was granted said congregation to sell fifteen acres of their glebe land to meet
certain payments on their debt.

The subject of the state of religion was taken up, and as a number of members had
Jeft the court, it was agreed to pustpone the consideration of thi- subjeet until an
carly sederunt at neat meeting, when the statistical returns are required to be laid
upon the table,

WiLntiax Doax,
Pres. Clerk.

PRESBYTERY OF GREY.

This Presbyters held its ordinary quarterly meeting at Darham on the 14th and
15th davs of April.

Mr. Park reported that the committee appointed to confer with Mount Forest
congreaation had fulfilled their appontment, aad that the congregation unanimously
and heartly resolved to make the stipend if rossible not much less in amount than
that formerly received.

Mr. Waters, aceording to notice given, moved that the Presbytery overture the
Rynad to uree and connmaud that wmforany be observed thmug?xoul the Church as
regards the admimstration of baptism It was moved in amendment that the over-
ture be not transmitted.  ‘The amendment was carried.
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A petition was presented from Tara and Derby Stations, praying for the modern-
tion of & call to a minister; aldo a petition from Nor¢ . Sullivan, an adjoining station,
praying that the moderation be not granted till they were heard in the matter, It
was resolved that the petitions lie on the table; and & committee was appointed to
vigit those stations nm{ report at next meeting of Preabytery, viz:—Messrs, Steven-
son, Bremner, and Tolmie, ministers, and Messra, Christie and Scott, elders—>Mr.
Stevenson, convener.

A petition war presented from a number of members and adherents of the
Presbyterian chureh in Priceville and neighborhood, praying to buve divine service
conducted in that village. The petitioners were recommended to bring the subject
before Mr. C. Cameron and his session, and Mr. Cameron wan recommended to give
them what supply he is able,

A petition was presented from Egremont, stating that it was proposed to baild s
church, and praying for supply in conncction with the other two stations in the
Township. The Presbytery agreed to do what they could towards granting the
wrayer of the petition when they came to tho consideration of the subject of their

ome mission field generaliy.

Mr. Tobmic having requested that aasessors might be appointed him in order that
he might form a sessiou in his congregation; Mr. Frazer and Mr. Kennedy were®
appointed accordingly.

The Presbytery nominated Rev. Mr. Skinner of London Presbytery as Moderator
of Synod.

Wx. Park, Pres, Clerk.

TOME MISSION COMMITTEE.

The Home Mission Committee met in Kuox College, on Wednesday, 1st April.
The principal duty, as usual, was the distribution of missionarics for the suinmer.
The following distribution was made:

Preshytery of Montrcal—Rev. Messrs, Fenwick auvd Irvine; with Messrs, Edward
Graham and Stephen Young.

Lreshytery of Ottawa—Rev. J. Tait; and Messrs, A. Grant, G. Grant and A, Traver,
Students, N

Presbytern of Brockville—Rev. J. Howie.
“ Kingston—Rev. T. Kellough; and Mr. McNanghton, Student.
“ Cobourg—Rey, R. Leask; and Mr. K. McDonald, Student.
“ Ontario—~Rev. P, McDermid, twomo’s; and Mr. H, McQuarrie, Student.
Presbytery of Toronto—Rev. R, Scott; and Messrs J. Thomson, J. Burton, W, Lundy,
F, Patton and W. M. Roger, Students; Rev. R. D. McKay, for one month,
Dreshytery of Guelph—Rev. W, Fayette, for three months; Rev. J. Hume; and
Messre, McGuire and R. N, Grant, Students,

Preshytery of Hamilton—Mr, Mitchell and Mr. A. B. Simpson, Students, for first
throe months; Messrs, Duff and M. Grant fur second three months.

Presbytery of Paris—Mr, W. Caven, Student; Rev. A. T. Holmes, for two months,

“ Londan—Rev. G. Jamieson, Rev. J. Martin, Rev. J. Scott ; Messra, I,
Gracey, O. Labelle, D. Duff, for first, three months, J. Mitchell, for second three
months, J. Ferguson, for three months, Rev. G. Maurray, for three months.

Presbytery of Huron—Rev. Jas. Ferguson, three months; J. Morrison, student.

“ Stratford—Rev. W, McWilliams ; A. Findlay, Student ; Rev. Mr, Suth-
erland, for two months,

“ Grey—Rev. W, Hay; Mr. J. B, Taylor, Mr. J. Ferguson, three months,
Mr. E. Bauld, for Bruce Mines.

There were no appointinents for two or three preachers. Presbyteries requiring
their services may address Rev, W, Reid,

It is understood that the summer half year commences with third Sabbath of
April, and closes with second Sabbath of October,

Theo apportionment of moneys was remitted to the following Sub-Committeo, viz.,
Dr. Thornton, Mr. Dick, Mr, Reid, Mr. Gregg, and Mr. H. Young, elder.

’
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SABBATH SCHOOLS,—REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF PRESBYTERY
OF HAMILTON.

The Presbytery’s committee on Sabbath Schools, beg leave to present the
following teport, in ad-ition to what was stated at last meeting of Presbytery.
After some delay, which your committee deeply regretted, copies of the series
of Sabbath School lessons recommended, were procured and forwarded to cach
of the congregations, within the bounds of the Presbytery, and there is reason
to believe that they are now in use, in all the schools. As formerly stated,
your committee addressed to the superintendent of each school a series of
questiviis, and reguestel the answers to be returnad befure the lirst day of the
prescut month. It is a matter of regret and disappuintment to the committee
that only hfteen of the congregations have sent in reports of the schivols con-
nected with them.  The reports received, however, are generally full, and highly
satisfuctory, a minute abstract of the whole is appended to this report.  The
number of pupils enrolled 18 1,654, average attendance 1,140, —number of
teachers 100 males and 110 females, total 210, average attendance 187,—
number of volumes in libraries 4,703, —amount of collections for missions in
seven schools %258 —about one half of the schools are held in the worning, the
other half in theafternoon.  Hymns are used in all the schools except two.  The
committee desire to direct the attention of the Presbytery to the following facts
clicited by tlic reports. Thatin most of the schools some persons arc employed
as teachiers, who are not members of the church,—that in many cases the
teachers have no stated meetings,—aud that in about one half of the schools
no collectivus whatever are made.  They note also, with grawful sati-faction,
the large average attendance of the children, and the marked regularity, on the
part of the teachers—absence in their case, being only one in ten The reports
speak also very encouragingly of the condition and prospects of the ~chivols,
and in many of them mention is made of a number of the schools having been
admitted to the fellowship of the church, during the past year.  In someof the
schouly large infant classes are taught with most gratifying success.  On the
whole, your committee regard the reports received, as furnishing good grounds
alike for gratitude and hope, and they cannot refrain from again expressing
their regret that all the congregations, did not see it to be their duty Lo send
the required returns, as in that case the mformation would have been more
complete and would have formed a broader basis for future plans, and efforts.

Your committee would respectfully suggest, that the Presbytery strongly
recommiend, that in all the schools connected with the congregations under its
care, collectinns be made every Sabbath for missionary purposes, as it is of
highest nuportance that our chiklren Ve taught the duty, and trained ia the
habit of giving for religious objects,—and that, wherever practicable, teachers’
meetings be regularly held for prayer ard preparation of the lessons.  Such
meetings have generally been found to have the effect of uniting the teachers
in their work, and of increasing the interest and efticiency of the schools.  They
thiuk it alsu desirable that the Presbytery sech, through the Synod's committee
on Sabbath Schools, to urge upon the Synod the propriety of sanctioning and
recomtuending some suitable hymn-book, for use n our Sabbath Schiouls.
Your comnuttee deem it dutiful to state, that in January last, a Sabbath School
convention, cunposed of the funds of Sabbath Schools, inthe counties of Lincoln
aund Wlland, was held in St Catharines The exercises were Loth interesting
and profitable, and, in the opinion of scveral maubers of the Presbytory who
were prescut, and whe live iu that locality, have exerted a happy intluence
upon the Salbath Sehools thore,—such medtings elsewhare have often been
productive of great good.

Your committee feel assured that the interest which the Presbytery has
already tahen i the Sabbath Schools, has done much to cheer the hearts of
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those, who labour so devoutedly and unweariedly ip them, from Sabbath to
Sabbath, and that an annual enquiry into the state and progress of these nur-
series of the church cannot fail of proving highly beneficial.

W. Onysvox, Concencr.

Book otices.

fhistory op Tur Reroryatiov 1v Ecrrore, t tHE 1iME oF Canvix; by J. 1L
Merle D' Aubigne, D.1, author of the History of the Reforma.ion of the
Sixteenth Century, &e. New York: R. Oarter & Brothers,  Sold by
Rollo & Adam, Toronto; D. McLellan, Hamilton ; and other Looksellers.
2 vols,

Most of our readers, weo presume, have read the History of the Reformation
of the Sixteenth Century by the author of these volumes. They will tind
here what may be considered a continuation, orsecond serics of the same work.
The heroic times of Luther are reviewed in the former volumes, and now the
author enters on the scarcely less interesting times of Calvin, The history of
the Reformation, and the history of the civil and municipal liberties of Geneva
were very closely connected together, and both are sketched by the author in
these volumes in the interesting style, and with the pictorial power of which
he is so conswnmate a master.  While the writer brings to light many old
documents, and has had an opportunity of referring to many important manu-
scripts, he inparts to the whole the charm and freshness of hfe.  The work
will be continued in several additional volumes, two of which may soon be
expected.

Tur Tuorcurs or Gon. By the Rev. J. R. Macduff, D.D., author of * Morning
and Night Watches,” &e., &¢ New York: R. Carter & Bros. Sold by
D. McLellan, Hamilton.

This prercious little volume contains a series of meditations—one for cach
morning for 2 month—on some of the *thoughts of God” towards his people,
which are recorded in His Word. The former works of the author have met
with great acceptance, and have been found to he precious means of consolation
and edification, especially to sorrowing and afllicted christians. The present
little volume is also fitted to be highly uscful.  The meditations relate to most
important topics, and suggest very important and useful trains of thought.

Corxsrrs oF aX Ixvanm; Letters on Religious subjects, Ly George Wilson,
M D, Jate Regiug Professor of Technology in the University of Edinburgh.
London and Cambridge: McMillan & Co. Sold by Rollo & .Adam, Teronto.

Dr. Gearge Wilson, whose memoir some of our readers may have perused,
occupied a prominent position in the world of science, and was distinguished
for the zeal and success with which he prosecuted the study aud practice of
chemistry, his favburite branch of study. He was no less distinguished for
his amiability as a man, and for his earnestness and humility as a christian.
We regard the volume before us, containing several series of letters on religious
. subjecis, as & most precious contribution to the rehgious literature of the day.
In reading it, we have been reminded of Uwen's saying with reference to the
little work of William Guthrie, of Fenwick, entitied “The Christian's Great
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Interest, viz.,, that there was in it more divinity than in all his own largoe
volumes.  In this small volume of familiar letters there is more practical
divinity than in many larger volumes. Some of the letters refer to ecclesias-
tical systems, on which good men may differ, but on these subjeets his opinions
are stated with great candour and liberality.  On the subject of the great doc-
trines of salvation, his views are highly scriptural, and are expressed with great
simplicity and plainnes<.  We have read the volume with very great pleasure,
and regard it as calculated to be of very great service, especially to those on
whom God's chastening hand has been taid.

KNOX COLLEGE—BURSARIES FOR SES3I0ON 1862-63.
The following Prizes and Bursaries will be competed for during Scssion 18634,

L Priznee or WaLes's Prize.—~Tenable for two years: £60 per annum.  For best
Esey on * Preparation of the World for the appearing of the Saviour, and the set.
ting up of Iis Kingdow.™ Opento students entering 1=t and 2nd classes in Theology.

2. Jouv Kyox Bursiry, §40.—For best essay on “ The nature of the Atonement,
with refecence to modern controversies,”  Open to all students in Theologcal De-
partinent,

3. Grorce Brenaw s Brraary, £40.—For best examination on following subjeets:
Homer, fliad, 6th Book; Horace, 1t Book of Odes; Written translation from Eng-
lish into Lutin,  Open to all students in Preparatory Department.

4. 15t G uuie Bresany, 320 —For best es<ay on “ The Import and Oblization of
the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.”  Open to all students in Theological Depart-
ment.

b 2nd Gusne Bursaey, $830.—For Gaehic Reading and Grammar.  Open to studenty
in Preparatory Dopartment,

Attention is called to the following regnlations —

1 All essavs must be cent throush the Toronto Post Office, addressed to the
Collegge Seerctary (with sealed euvelope contaming name of writer, and with motto
corresponding with aiotto on sy, €0 as to be reecived on or before tho first
Monday of Newember,

2. The Essays for Prinee of Wales' Prize and John Knox Bursary must not be
in handwriting of the rosp ective anthors,

MONLYS RECEIVED FOR THE STUDENTS MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

Donatron from Mrs Prineipal Willis L. .. e e 2 Ly
Cedar tirove, per W, Lundy, Student. oo o .a P
York Town Lwme (...,
A Friend. ..ol ceees

10 50
Florence, per Do Duff ctadent. o oo, Il &8
Ambersthureh, per A B Simpeon, student 3 09
Peterboro’. per Wo M Roger oo o0LL, .
Port Hope.oooiooaioen et ieetereeteeneans

26 50
Kinloss, per L Morrison . ooiiiiiiiiiii i i DD
Hurau............ et ettt it ttaa et ettt . 515
Mr. Haslep, Pushuch ..., ... ... S P Y]

11 65

Jomy FerGuson, Treaswer.



THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCIL

{ONEYS RECEIVED UP TO 22vp APRIL.

COLLESE.
Caledonia ... .ovnnnuennn 11 00
Allan Scttlement. .. ..., 10 00
21 00
Woodville. .. ooovieve vt 16 00
Erit. . veieiiiiiniaenens 8 85
Caledon .o.iviviivnnnen 6 20
15 05
Porth oottt 20 (0
Richmond I1ill and Thornhill ... & 38
Belleville on
QOrillia ... .. 25
Woodstock, Erskine ... ..., i 0V
Avon church, Downie church ... 5 19
Weat’s Corners, &c...viuovnnl. 3 10
Eden Mills | oo o i, 150
Grimsby, deo.ooiiiaiiial 8 93
DR Montreal oo UV
StGeorge L oaiiiei i ae. 23 W
Saltfleet ..o, 11 57
Binbrook .............. 14 95
—— 26 52
Vankleek Hill oo..ooo il 22 00
W. Mallar, Vankleek Hill....... HIRVY)
Mre, J. J Kellie, do. ........ 2 oy
Belmont o o.ooioails § 00
Yarmouth ... el 309
13 0D
Beaverton, .....ocoiiieiii. 14 @0
Cartwright ., .. .00l 2 ()
Ballvdutt. ... ooooain.. 120
) —_—_ 520
Mount Forest ..o oeviiial. 10 59
Columnbus .. .o.oovioianl.. 10 00
Fisherville .00 sooiiiiaits 2 1v
Norwood, ..oveiiieian. v 3 oo
Freelton ....ooioaiiiiiaiit, 30 Y
SouthCavan...ovveiiienanas 4 00
Gould street, Toronto, ... .. 100 oo
St. Gabriel strevt, Montreal, . . .. S8 64
Emily oo 8 vu
Sullnanand Glenelg o ool L. 12 00
MeNab L e, 3 a0
Montreal, Cote street ... ... ... 337 87
NAassagaweya oooveniiianaann 18 Ov
Brampton Ist. . ..., S uo
Derry West ...l 4 00
12 00
FOREIGS MISSION.
Woodville. ool coaet 16 5
Camden Bast o ..o oo 6 0y
Lancaster o.o.viveeenn... 4 09
Dalhousie Mills . ........ 2 0
6 00
Dathousie ... ..o oL, 473
Woodstack, Frskine chureh . ... 15 00
W Gwillimbury, It (Lol 50 67
g N 30 00
West's Corners, &e., oo, 310
Guelph, Knov's......... eeeen 20 o

Montreal, $t. Gabricl straet, ...,
Westwood, v iiiiinnnnn
Priceville oooiveaii i,
Wick, deo oo,
StoGeorge Loiiaiiiceiaen,
W, Millar, Vanhleek Hill ... ...
Mra, J 3 Rellie, do ooLoL.
St Andrews . ool e L
Cooke's Chureh, Toronto ... ...,
Perth o.oiiiiiiiiinii o
Columbus ., ..oooit ciieanl,
Norwood. . ooeee i,
South Cavan .........o. ... ..
Faady cooooiiiiiiii, .

Valleyfield ... ., $ o
St. Louis de Gonzague ... 4 0t

A MeRae, Osborne............
Dundang coviie e iieinienin,
("ooke’z Church, Toronto, S, 8
MeNab covveniiiine i,

195

16 00
5 00

5 00
15 00
3 00
200
429
14 04
15 00
10 00
2 50
8 00
8 60
6 00

700
1 00
13 82

St Mary’s.oceeeee sl
Malton. ...
Woodstock,
Paidley ooovviniaiiiiai
W Guillimbury, 1st ... .. 0 25 33
| SETX T ) A PP . 0% 40
St tieorge el 20 00
Weston . e ivi i 10 00
Mantreal, Lagauchetiete st 803, 10 00
Vankleek I CLoooiioiioas 8 00
Couke's Chureh, Toranto (., .. .26 00
Cartwright ..ol 6 87
Ballydutt, ... eerereaes 613

13 02
Prescott .viiiiiiiiiii ol 4 00
Cooke's Church, Toronto, 8, .. 10 00
G. M., Torento, ..., ........ 2 00

FRENCH CANADIAN MISNIONARY SOCIETY.

Woodstock, Ershine chureh ..., 6§ 00
Pricevilie cvvvenincnnenannnnn. 750
Black River 3 o
Mrs Rodgers, Dunfriea. ..., .. RAETY)
SouthCavan, ...oooovioiiaot. 16 00
Covke’s Church, Toronto, S, 2., 19 00
SYNOD FUND,
Wost'sCorners. ........... .. 310
Vankleek iU oo, 4 95
Perth L ooenieiiiiiiiiiiiinns 15 00
Emily (..ol e 4 00
South Cavan. .. ... ..., 8 00
MeNab,oooeeiiiiviiieniin 3 50
WIDOWS FUND,
Waddington, 2nd instalmeut . ... 40 00
West « Coraers, oo, 310
Guelph, Knax’s ..o 15 00
Montreal, St. Gabriel street. .. .. 12 0
Pricesaille oot oinns b 80
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Vankleckhill....... Cevenanian 6 25
Broughton ..., (..ooo o 3 00
Belmont ............... 4 00
Yarmouth ... ........ 4 00

8 00
MeNab .. ooiiiiiiaaiiiiiian, 4 00

Fish Creek (special)
Biddulph  do. 19 00

With rates from Rev. W. Park: Rov,
D. Inglis.

COLLEGE BUILDING,

Avcn church, Downie.......... 11 68
Vanklcek hill ................ 25 00
MISSION TO AMERICAN INDIANS,
Friend.......c...oiviiiien.t. 5 00

THE HOME AND FOREIGN RECORD OF

INDIA MISRION OF FREE CHURCH,
A. D, Blackwood's Missionary
BOX curiiiiiniiirneiiiaaan.
LANCASHIRE RELIEF FUND,

Avon Chureh, Downie ......... 28 00

765

Per Rev. W, Forest, Ridgeton... 3 00
FOR MISSIONS IN SYRIA,

W. Millar, Vankleek hill. .. ..... 19 ¢
PERESBYTERY OF MONTREAL HOME MISSION
FUSD,

St. Sylvester ..ooiiiiiiein 4 00
1 E3BFTERY OF COBOURG HOME MISSION
FUND,

South Cavan ................. 22 00

SUBJECTS FOR EXAMINATION Or STUDENTS.

I. For Eatraxts 1y Literary Course,

Latin—Ciesar de Bell, Gal, 1st Book., Virail's Eclog., 1st and 4th.
Greek—Greek Grammar, and Gogpel according to John,

English—Fnglish Grammar.

11, For STUDENTS ENTERING Skcoxp YEaR.

Latin—.Eneid, Book 11,

Greck—Xenophon's Anabasis, Books I and II.

Epistie to the Galatians,

1st and 2nd Epistles to Timothy
Mathematis—Euclid, Books I, IT, 111 and IV,

Algebra to Quadratic Equations.

Lnglish—Latham's Hand Book to the English Language.
I For Srrpeats exteriNg Tuirp YEar.

Latin—Jlorace, first fifteen Odes of Book 1.

Cicero de Amicitia,

Greel —Homer's Iliad, Book VI, 1-2060 line.

Acts of the Apostles
Philosophy—Whatlexv’s Logic

Epistle to the Philippians.

Reid's E<says on the Intellectual Powers, to the ¢nd of the Doctrine of

Perception.

IV. For Stepests Estering TurorogicaL Covrse,

Tatin~—ITorace.  Ars Poetica.

Greek—Fpistle to the Rowans and 1s¢ Epistle to the Corinthians,

Philosophy—Wayland's Moral Philosophy.

lebreic—Hebrew Grammar, Genesis, Chaps. I-X.  Psalms [-X.
V. For Stipexts exterING SgoND Yrear of Treorccicar Counse.

Latin—Sallu~t’s Catiline,
Greek—Yopistie to the Hebrews,

Waner's Grammar of the New Testament, Part III, Chap, 1 (Article), and 4

(Verb).
Hebyew—Psalms I-N XX,

Eregetical Theolugu—Epistle to the Colussiuns,

commentator,

Ladie, Lllicot, or any other modern

Lvidences—Butler's Aualogy, and Alexender's * Christ and Christianity.”

Natural Theology—Deley,

Chureh History—Mosheim, up to the Council of Nice,
Cunningham, Vol. 1, first nine chapters.
VI. For Srepevts ByteRING Tairb YEar oF TuEoLoGIcat COURSE.
Latin—Calvini Institut. Lib. U1, Cap. & (Collect Lat )
Greek—luke's Gospel and 2nd Epistle to the Cor nthians,
Winer's Grammar, on the Particles, including Prepositions & Conjunctions,

Hebrew—YPralms NXX-L.

Isaiah XL-L Chap.

Lregetical Theology—Fpistle to the Colossians, as in former year.

Church Ifistory—>Mosheim, 16th century.

XXVIL
Systesnatic Theology—Calvin. 1Hill,

Cunuingham, Chaps. XI, XXV and



