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FRAILTY.

¢¢ Father, but give me word or sign,
Thy task I would perform and only thine;
Health, strength and love, so much is mine,
I long to do thy will,
Within thy kiogdom vast must be
Some work of thine awaiting me ;
Whate'er the call that comes from thee,
I hasten to fulfill,”
This was my prayer,
The answer came
Burned on my soul
With touch of flame,

¢ Father, is there no other way
My debt of gratitude to pay?
My boasted strength is flown away ;
So great the task doth seem,
My star of hope is set in might,
My steps I caonot lead aright,
My eyes are blind, no heavenly light
Sends dowa its kindling besm.”
I waited long,
To find each day
The voice that called
Fled not away.

- %My memaory scarce can tread the maze
That leads me back to happier days,
My lips I cannot move in praise,

I wander far, alone,
Withio the regions of despair,
On withered husks I daily fare ;
I alt uawortby am in prayer
To kneel before thy throne,
' The grant of days
A burden is,
Wien filled with doubts
And fears like this.”

-So oft I ind what beauteous seems,
A fabric of our fondest dreams,
Is but a garment full of seams
Corrupt with moth and rust.
The strength I think to call my owa
Ere yet I grasp it, all has flown,
 And this, because I am too prone
’ In buman strength to trust.
From out the ashes
Of my will
Sprang up a peace
Serene and stiil.

I found the clouds of deepest night
Were but the prophets of the light,
- My doubts of inspiration bright
That should my strength renew.
Ilearned that in the fiexcest storm

He reaches forth his loving arm
To shield me from impending harm,
And angry waves subdue.
I knew my part
From day to day
Was not to ask,

But to obey. —A. W.

A PLEA FOR OUR FEATHERED
FRIENDS.

Read at ¥. D, School Conference, held at Lincoln,
Neb., gth mo. 29th, 1894,

How many of us are made to rejoice
when, with the return of spring, we hear
our feathered friends, recwrned from
their winter haunts, and now gladden-
ing the hearts of many.

I say returned from their winter
home. 1 should say a few of them re-
turned, for in lorida and other places
where they seek a more genial climate
in winter, alas ! their greafest enemies,
the bird catchers, have been destroying
them by the thousands.

There are hunters, regularly employed
by plume dealers in New York, who
spend the winter in Florida and the
South all along the Atlantic and Gulf
coast, and keep up the warfare upon
the birds of song and plumage.

In the neighborhood of St. August-
ine every winter and spring a raid is
made on red birds, nonpareils and other
small birds ; and the hunters sell the
skins to milliners.

One writer says: “In my wander-
ings I saw only a few hundred birds
where I used to see from ten thousand
to twenty thousand. I met plenty of
hunters with wagon loads of bird
plumes. The most of them are killed
at the season when they are rearing
their young.

“ On passing the rookeries where the
hunters had been a few days previous,
the screams and calls of the starving
young were pitiful to hear. Some were
just fledged, while others were so young
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that they could make but little noise ;
but all must eventually starve to death.
“ Besides this, the way the birds are
‘torn up is most cruel; wings torn off
of some, heads of others, sometimes
just the breast, and so on according to
their plumage. Of the egrets only the
slender spiral is used, which is obtained
only at the breed ng season, and the
poor birds are left to die within sound
of the cries of their young, which they
are unable to help.
¢ The bonny, bonny little birds !
It is their hour of need.

They have no power to beg for life ;
It is for them I plead.

¢ The human cry to God is still
For ‘mercy, mercy.’ solely ;
The birds siog only ¢ G>d be praised,’
Acd ‘holy, holy, holy.’

% Couid ye but see the bright wiogs torn
From birds alive and bleeding,
And note their quivering sgony,
1 had no neea for pleading,

* Th+ wingless form flung in the dust,
Its deathly paio and terror,
Would wake in every woman's heart
A bitter sense of error.

¢ Ten thousand thousand little birds,
Ia cruel hands a-dying,
Have heard, with breskiog mother-hearts,
Their hungry nestlings crying.

¢ The nestlings starve, and God's command
Has been defied and broken,
For He who made the universe
Ia their behalf hath spoken. |

¢ The bonny, bonoy little birds !
It is their hour of need.
They have no power to beg for life,
It is for them I plead.
— EL1zABETH FREELAND.”

From carefully gathered statistics it
is proved that, on the most moderate
calculation, 5,000,000 song birds are
annually required to fill the demand
Jor the ornamentation of the hats of
American women. Not only song birds,
but everything that wears feathers is a
target for the bird butcher.

In a single season 40,000 terns were
killed at Cape Cod; and the swamps
and marshes of Florida have been de-
populated of their egrets and herons.
In one month 1,000,000 bobolinks were

killed near Philadelphia, and from a
single Long Island village 70,000 song
birds were supplied, in a short time, to
New York dealers.

These are only a few extracts from
the ornithologist’s report ; and in other
countries the slaughter is as bad if not
worse. .

There are warehouses in Londen
where it is possible to walk ankle deep
in bright plumaged bird skins, and see
them piled shoulder high on each side.

One London dealer received, when
the fashion was at its height, one con-
signment of 32,000 dead humming
birds, and another, at one time, 30,002
aquatic birds and 300,000 pairs of
wings.

These are only the statistics in some
of the large cities, while the sale is all
over the ccuntry.

In Africa the trappers go to an
Indian village and employ the men and
boys to go out and kill. They are not
able to tell waich are wanted, and so
kill all kinds. In the evening they are
brought in and sorted by the collector,
and not more than one bird in ten is
used, the other ninetenths being
thrown away.

In prep.ring the birds there is a
great deal of arsenic used, which is
very injurious to the wearer.

The harm that is done to ourorchards
and gardens and to the harvest fields of
America and Europe, is beyond calcu-
lation, for there is no weapon that has
ever been formed powerful enough to
wage war on whole species of destruct-
ive animalcule but a bird’s beak. They
are also useful in destroying mice, and
other animals and insects too numer-
ous to mention. I have only givena
few pictures of the cruelty and wrong
that is done to these innocent creatures,
which were given to us by the Creator
for a great and noble purpose. .\nd
what is all this cruelty and slaughter
for? With shame I acknowledge that
it is for the women of the world, for
our tender-hearted noble sisters, who,
by encouraging a vain fashion, bring so
much loss to our crops, and so much



YOUNG FRIENDS' REVIEW. 179

sorrow to one of the most beautiful and

useful of God’s creatures. Will not

every woman in the land let the pobler

nature rise highest, and help to put

down the vain fashion, which is
destroying the birds of our land ?
HaMToNETTA BURGESS,

College View, Neb.

ANSWER TO A. M. S.

Since reading the communication of
A. M. S, in Review for 5th mo.,
15th,, I have felt that I must write a
few lines in answer to it, and the
thought will not be put aside until I
feel that I mus¢ add my mite in regard
to the subject. There seems to be no
written nor human authority I can re-
fer to which would carry any weight
with A. M. S, as he, or she, puts all
history on a level with tradition, and
says “we look back too much to the
time of Jesus Christ, George Fox, and
others,” thus placing them, apparently,
on the same level ; and as he regards
so much of the New Testament as un-
true, it would be useless to quote it to
him, but I may so do in the explana-
tion of my views,

I have never felt, like A. M. S,, that
our religious society prohibits the free
expression of any of its members. On
the contrary, I think we have the
greatest freedom of expression, and
have heard, and read, the sayings of
Friends frequently, as to how individ-
uals might cherish very different opin-
ions in regard to doctrines, etc,, and
yvet be free and unmolested in what
they believed to be the truth. Were
this not the case it is evident that we
should divide and sub-divide as other
sects have done, and as others would
do were not charity and forbearance
exercised.

I believe, with A, M. S., we should
“look for the divine promptings within
our own souls,” and faithfully follow
them, for they are to us the voice of
God to which Jesus was ever calling
the attention of mankind. But I do
not believe that any “promptings”

which come from God will lead us to
deny that Jesus was the Christ, and
therefore infinitely higher and holier
than any mere human being.  And
was not this the revealed truth which
Jesus told Peter was the rock upon
which he would buwild his church
Immediate revelation, which is our
fundamental doctrine, revealed to
Peter that in Jesus was fulfilled all the
prophesies of the ages, and his was the
“body prepared” to show to the world
God as a loving father, who yearns
for the salvation of every one of his
children. The history of the world,
if studied thoughtfully, shows us how
great was the effect of the true revel-
ation of God through his son Jesus
Christ, and how dark, in comparison,
seems the ages before, when the true
attributes of God were so little under-
stood.

I too, am a teacher in the First-day
School. I too, “have dear children
looking to me for guidance,” and, as a
mother, it is the greatest desire of my
heart to see my children come to a
living knowledge of God’s truth,
Week after week as I meet my large
class of little children, and in my hum-
ble capacity endeavor to hand forth
at least the “crumbs from the Master’s
table,” I find in the youngest, most
thoughtless mind, a ‘reverent faith
which is able to grasp the fact of
Christ’s power to still the tempest,
heal the sick, and raise the dead.
The mind of the child can readily
believe that God who made all things,
sent forth his son so filled with his
Spirit that “all power was given unto
him,” and “except ye be converted
and become as little children ye shall
hot enter into the kingdom of heaven.
I believe in the words of the beloved
disciple that “Whosoever denieth the
Son, the same hath not the Father,
but he that acknowledgeth the Son
hath the Father also.” “And this is
the promise which he hath promised
us, even eternal life.” “Whatsoever
believeth that Jesus is the Christ is
born of God; whosoever is born of

L RSTA B om ey
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lGod overcometh the world, and this
1s the victory that overcometh the
world, even our faith,”

L. J. MosHER.

THE INWARD GOSPEL.

—

Sermon by Johu J. Cornell at Park Avenue Mcéling.
Baltimore, Fourth menth 23, 1893.

(Coucluded,)

It may be that others are called
to go into the fields of philanthropy,
to use there the powers God has given
them for good ; and as some of them
work in one of these fields, devoting
their energies, under the Divine direc-
tion, to the amelioration of some class
of sufferers among humanity, others
may be devoting their attention to an-
other class, and their lives also may
be approved in the Divine sight. We
must leave the -choice of this specific
line of duty to the Divine direction!
As each one does his work and service
under that direction, there will be no
jarrings, no disharmony. Thus, if we
listen to the preaching of this gospel,
and find ourselves preserved in our line
of conduct or duty under Divine
direction, it will keep us from all those
conditions of contention and strife
which have so marred the history of the
Christian world.

Then comes, as the crowning of the
whole, the godly life ; that life which
evinces love in its broadest sense to-
wards all ; a life that cannot be lived
in its fullness by us until we have made
an earnest struggle to deny control to
all those powers in us that tend to
harm. There is not, I believe, a mere
conformity to any one course of action
or any one belief required of the
Christian world by this gospel,-—this
power of God unto salvation, Thusia
the preaching of this gospel by means
of the written or spoken word, there
may be divergent views expressed; there
may be a presentation of thought differ-
ing in character for different conditions.
But it is not essential that there should
be an entire unanimity in words.
This outward ministry is simply a

means to invite and encourage one an.
other to give close heed and attention
to the unwritten and unspoken gospel
in each irdividual heart. We need
not be afraid that out of this there will
come chaos and disorder, for God is a
God of order, and while he recognizes
this divergence among the human
family, while he recognizes the diver
sities of gifts, of operations, and ad-
ministrations, as Paul declares, yet as
each performs the work and service
given him under the preaching of this
gospel, all will be in harmony as well
as in order. That which has brought
so much of disharmony among the re-
ligious world has not been the diver.
sitiss of duties and callings that men
have entered into, called religious, 1t
has often been that feeling that would
stand in condemnation over a brother
or a sister if they did not work in the
same field in which we work ; because
we did not accept in full the same ideac
which they regarded as important to
them. The contentions and strife
which have marked the history of the
Christian Church, and which have sep:
arated us into sects, and cach sect into
different bodies, have been because
of this feeling, and the attempt to bend
the consciences of others to that which
we have regarded as important for us,
which we deem a truth, and which may
be a truth for us ; but we have forgotten
that the great Over-ruling Power, who
knov the thoughts and intent of every
heart, can better adapt his law to meet
the conditions of others than we. If
we simply recognize that each indi-
vidual stands in the same relationship
to the Divine in which we stand, that
each has an equal access to Divine love
and Divine presence, and is equally an
object of the Divine regard and power,
that that gospel which is the power of
God unto salvation is preached to every
rational creature, we can safely leave
these things there in His holy hand.

If we would disabuse ourselves of the | :

feeling that we alone have the right,—
that we alone, or those in harmony
with us, are accepted by the Divine,—
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and could simply pursue our allotted
path, do our allotted duty, and recog-
nize the sincerity of those whose lives
show that they are seeking to do the
Master’s will, we would find a stronger
bond of unity, uniting and cementing
us than we have ever known before.

That which has hindered, from the
standpoint which I have mentioned, the
progress of the Christian Church, that
which has so divided and subdivided
us, has been the work of man, not under
the influence of the Divine control, but
in desiring to have his own way, or to
build up perhaps his own idea for some
selfish purpose. Butif all were brought
to simply obey this teaching of the gos-
pel which comes to each heart, if all
were willing to give themselves up toits
guidance, while it would not produce
uniformi.y of action or of thought, it
would produce 2 life that would be uni-
form in its loving character toward all
mankind. We should be less strenuous
in the advocacy of our peculiar ideas,
and more earnest to live rightly before
men ; we should be less strenuous in
the desire that our teachings should be
embraced, but more earnest that man
should come to live in harmony with his
brother man.

1 would then beseech you that you
think these things carefully over for
yourselves, and see whether you are
living up to your highest ideal of the
preaching of the gospel, whether we, in
our lives,* in our mode of thought, in
our religious ideas, in our feelings to-
wards our brother man, are living up to
ourideal, — thathighideal which we place
before the world as that which should
be exhibited in the lives of those who
believe in the immediate revelation of
God to the souls of men, as being
capable of directing them in all that is
needful for them to know to produce
happiness for them in this life.

We find many disturbing elementsin
our moments of quiet,—at least I do,
and I do not think I am very differeni
from others. When I take a retrospec-
tive glance over my past fife, and over
the thoughts I have allowed to find a

resting-place in regard to my fellow-
men, I not infrequently find that
which ought not to have been there, and
that it very largely came from some
one of the natural dispositions GGod has
given me, over which I have not yet
vbtained the entire and full control.
I recognize the need there is all through
life of watching over these things, in
order that we may reach the bigh posi-
tion to which we claim this preaching
of the gospel will bringus. We do not
reach it in a moment. We may be
convinced that we ought to live a dif-
ferent life ; we may do our best in the
Divine service ; but look at it as we
will, we will find each day that there is
something for us to learn, something
for us to conquer, some appetite to
control, some line of thought that
aeeds to be improved, something with-
in ourselves that disturbs the quiet and
tells us that we are not what we see
we ought tc be, and this will continue
on from youth to old age. We need
not expect to get to a position where
we chall be entirely free from the
temptations that surround us in our
lives ; but they need to be controlled,
and that is our life work.

Now, here is the very reason why
the preaching of this gospel comes to
each ; why it is necessary that it should
be preached within us ;—to enable us
to continue this control ; to save us
from being brought under the control
of our passions, that we may not lose
the happiness we have attained. The
preaching of this gospel is necessary
for us every moment that we live ; for
while we may to-day have attained to
that condition where we feel very happy
in the Lord,—that we have given all
our hearts, as we say, to serve Him,—
and we may have continued through
many years seeking to serve Him, yet
to-morrow some temptation may come.
I am standing before you to-day, hear-
ing the message of the Lord for the
people ; and yet to-morrow there may
come some form of temptation, which
may, unless watched, have power to
wipe away everything that has been

o<
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done in my life that was good, and
place me in a position where, instead of
being an object of love to you because
of my faithfulness, I would become a
burden of sorrow among you by my
failure to resist the temptation. Se
there is need then of the preaching. of
this gospel every day for our preserva-
tion.

The means by which that gospel is
preached to us we call the revelation of
God to the soul; we call it Christ;
we call it the power and wisdom of
God ; we call it the law; but whatever
name we give it, it simply means that
the Holy Spirit and Comforter is the
medium which God has appointed to
reveal the law to his creature man, and
that God himself speaks to us, and
preaches that gospel within us, and as
we are obedient to what it unfolds to
us, as we follow its directions and dic-
tates, he becomes our preserver. We
recognize that this which we call the
Christ, the Spirit of the Lord that
preaches this law, becomes our Saviour;
because it not only unfolds the law,
but gives us the power and strength to
obey it ; and hence we recegniz it 1o
be our Saviour. We do not look back
nineteen hundred years for our Saviour;
we have him before us. We do not
look back to the appearance of Jesus
among men as our Saviour ; we do not
place our faith in that, simply because
his manifestation of power showed that
this Divine Spirit appeared in his body
in the fullness to save him from the
commission of sin ; but we feel that
we bhave a Saviour within us, with
power to preserve and save ; and that
this same Power will preserve and save
us now as it did then, for it is through
that Power that this gospel is preach-
ed to every one of us to day, just as it
was preached then. It was preached
then just as it is preached to us,
through that Spirit controlling the nat-
ural powers of humanity. So we re-
cognize that it is by our obedience and
our listening tc it that it becomes to
each individual one of us a Saviour.
We knoew what it means then; it is

YOUNG FRIENDS' REVIEW,

not some speculative idea or some
speculative doctrine that we have heard
someone speak of, but it becomes a
practical experience to us.

Now you knov this as well as I do,
when you come to turn your thoughts
within you. Suppose something oc-
curs to day which rouses your natural
passions of anger ; someone has spoken
unkindly of you, someone has misrep-
resented you, or someone has slighted
you. How quickly this brings into
action the passion that we call anger.
If we, the moment it is roused, control
it, check it, keep everything out of the
heart but love, we are the happier for
it. But suppose we do not; suppose
we allow the unkind word to escape our
lips, and speak harshly and indignantly.
Though we may have, we think, just
provocation, the moment the word
passes the lips or the thought finds
expression in angry words, we are
made unhappy ; and when the passion
passes away and we become cool, we
think what we have done, and we would
give anything in our power to take back
the unkind word. We know it brings
distress, we know it brings sorrow ; we
would not have said it in the calmer
moment, however great the provoca-
tion; but if in that moment we had
been accustomed to listening to the
preaching of this gospel within us it
would have saved us from this feeling
of remorse, this feeling of sorrow, this
unhappiness. In carrying this out in
al) the actions of life, this gospel was
intended to bring salvation to us; and
in this way to preserve us from doing
the things which destroy our peace and
leave us unhappy. But if we Lear the
gospel that is preached within us and
listen to it, so that our peace is not
destroyed, we are in a position to
be more useful, to do more good to our
fellow man. So this same power comes
to those who are not faithful and obed:-
ent to it, who have been careless of its
teaching, who have gone counter to its
requirements ; but it still comes preach-
ing, teaching the denial of all ungodii-
ness and the world’s lusts, as a means
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of restoration; for if we are living in
alienation from the Divine harmony,
there can be no restoration until we do
away with that which has produced this
condition,

In the instances I have been pre-
senting to you, if we are indulging our
passion in the way of anger, if it comes
up every day and we speak unkindly
and harshly those things which we know
disturb others, and rouse in them the
same passions, we know that it brings
to us unhappiness every day we live;
for we are living a life of alienation from
that which is right. No man can in-
dulge this passion, no man can let this
continue, and be truly hapny.

Now, what restores us from this?
Why, ouly the control of this passion.
The same gospel, preached by the same
Christ, by the same spirit of God, which
is the power of God unto salvation, is
preached to those who are in alienation
from him ; the same Christ appears to
those who are living in a state of dis-
harmony, and if they listen to that
preaching, it leads them to the forsak-
ing of that ungodly life, and to the
giving themselves to a life spiritual,
righteous and godly. It means a res-
toration ; and when we leave off the
doing of that thing which is wrong in
the sight of God, and come, under the
direction of the preaching of this gospel,
to that which is right, then it becomes
a redeemer and restorer. And the
same Spirit or Christ is operating in
different ways ; first, for man’s salvation,
it would come to him as in the begin-
ning to give him light, to direct his
life, to preserve him ; but when through
disobedience to it, he is cast out from
that condition of innocence, as our
first parents wercby theirtransgressions,
to bring him back into that state where
he would be able to enjoy a true com-
munion with the Almighty. It showed
Adam where he was, and the means by
which he might return, and in this is
presented another form of the preach-
ing of the same gospel, which is the
pewer of God unto salvation.

O beloved hearts, iet each of us then

in the future give more attention to this
preaching! 'This does not require that
we shall place our attention upon it in
the outward, upon that which may fall
from the minister’s lips when we are
gathered together as we are gathered
this morning ; but if we are to know
the practical working of that Power
which would produce happiness in us,
it must be by the attention which we
pay to the preaching uf this gospel with-
in us, this power of God unto salvation.

THE MAPLE.

Oh, tenderly deepen the woodland glooms,
Aud merrily sway the beechps,
Breathe delicately the willow blooms,

And the pines rehearse new speeches.
The elms toss high, till they brush the sky,
Pale catkins the yellow birch launches,
But the tree T love, all the greenwood above,

Is the maple of sunny branches.

Let who will sicg of the hawthorn jnspring,
Or the late-leaved linden in summer ;

There’s a word may be for the locust tree,
‘I'hat delicate, strange new-comer.

But the mapleit glows with the tint of the rose
When pale are the spring-time regioos,
And its towers of flame from afar proclaim

The advance of winter’s legions.

And a greener shade there never was made
Than its summer canapy sifted ;

And many a day, as beneath it I lay,
Has my memory backward drifted

To a pleasant Jane, L may walk not again,
Leading over a fresh green hill,

Where a maple stood, just clear of the wood,
And oh, to be near it still |

Nova Scotia. —Chas., G. D. Roberts.

Train up children in diligence if ever
you desire that they should excel in
anything. Diligence puts almost every-
thing in our power ; and will, in time,
make children capable of the best and
greatest things.—Archbishop Fiilolson.

Well turned periods in eloquence, or
harmony of numbers in poetry, how-
ever highly we may esteem them, can
never be considered of equal’ import-
ance with the art of unfolding truths
that are useful to mankind, and which
make us better and wiset.—Si» Joskua
Reynolds.
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It has come to us lately like a new
revelation the true way of finding out
the nature of God. We may study the
Bible and be conversant with its records
from Genesis to Revelation and yet have
but a very vague idea of what God really
is. I had thought to find out God’s
nature and character by observing that
of Jesus Christ, which runs parallel to
it. But this intellectual study and
comparison can never find out God.
He is a spirit and reveals Himself only
to those that seek Him aright. And
how may we thus seek Him? Jf we
will {0 do¢ His will we shall know of it,
and dosng it we shall become acquaint-
ed with the true nature and very
essence of God. Obedience is the
only key to all true knowledge and to

all grue happiness.

GENESEE YEARLY MEETING

While I write, Genesee Yearly Meet-
ing of 1894 is being held at Bloomfield,
Ont. The cool and damp weather
which had prevailed for two or three
weeks previously gave place to warm.
er and brighter days, and the weather
so far has been most favorable. A
meeting of ministers and elders was
held on Seventh-day, also an interesting
session of the First-day School Associa-
tion. Two large and interesting public
meetings were held on First-day, the
one at 11 o'clock filling the house to
its full capacity, and was addressed by
Cornelius White, Serena Minard, Isaac
Wilson and Mary Jane Hoag, all of
whom were listened to with attention
and interest as they handed forth the
bread of life as it was given them.
At the 4 o'clock meeting Charlotie W,
Cocks and Isaac Wilson spoke to an
audience but little less than the morn-
ing gathering.

At the Representative Committee
meeting on Second-day, at ¢ a. m., the
writings of Swnderland P. Gardner,
which had been revised by a committee
of Farmington Quarterly Mesting, were
presented and a committee appointed
to further examine them in view of
their publication in the near furture,
These writings consist of a journal
written by himself with notss by his
wife, also letters and other writings
and a collection of sermons.

- The first regular session of the Yearly
Meeting met at 11 a. m. on Second-day.
The clerks being absent, Samuel P.
Zavitz and Serena A. Minard were ap-
pointed for the time. John Wildman,
wife and granddaughter, Abbie Watson,
of Bucks Co., Penn,, and Francis and
Mary Jane Hoag, of Duansburg Motth-
ly Meeting, N. Y., are the visiting
Friends with us at this tine, and their
company is very acceptable. F.pistles
from New York, Philadelphia and
BRaltimore were read with interest, and
other routine business was transacted
in much harmonyand love. At 4 p.m.
the second session of the First-day

f:
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School Association met. ‘The exercises
consisted in reading epistles from
Baltimore and Illinois Associations,
and in the presentation of an excellent
programme in the way of readings,
recitations and essays, with timely com-
ments and encouraging expressions
from many present. S.P.Z
1To be continued.)

For the Youna Frignus' Review.
THE LATE YEARLY MEETING
IN PHILADELPHIA.

The sessions of our late Yearly Meet-
ing—taking them all into the account
—were probably the most trying that
our older members have ever attended.
Lxcessive wordiness and lack of weight
were the conditions that were so pain-
ful to the silent burden bearers.

The subject that occasioned so much
uneasiness, and so great a flood of ex-
pression, was the report of the com-
mittee on a *General Revision of the
Discipline.” This report had been an-
ticipated by submitting to our members
—through informal Conferences—the
proposed “ Revision.” The clhanges
were so numerous, and so important,
that much time and careful study were
required in corder to get a proper un-
derstanding of them. To hear them
explained, as they were by members of
the committee both in the Conferences
and in the Yearly Meeting, did not
afford the opportunity for comparing
the new with the old, f{or studying the
two together, and for that mature de-
liberation which is so essential in mat-
ters cf grave iwmportance. Many of
those opposed to the changes are per-
sons of advanced age, and scarcely able
to follow a speaker who is giving a
lengthy verbal explanation in a large
assembly,  One Friend—an elder, and
a faithful supporter ot his home Meet-
ing —who is in feeble health, and past
four score years of age, made an at-
tempt in the Yeatrly Meeting to express
his dissent from the report, but he
failed to get the opportunity. Another
elder, not so aged, ‘but also highly es-

teemed, sat through the whole meeting
as a silent burden-bearer, and no doubt
much pained by the flood of expression,
He is one that is well known as a con-
servatiye VFriend. An aged minister,
just before the final decision, made an
earnest appeal to have the matter post-
poned for onc year, but his entreaty
was disregarded. The open opposition
to the revision came mostly from mid-
dle-aged and young men. The number
of these was not large, but their ex-
pressions were clear, concise and
forcible. It was at the end of a session,
and that the next to the last one, that
the report was adopted. The assembly
was wearied, and not in a condition to
get down into a feeling state.

1t was a trying week for the Clerk,
and arduous as his duties were, he dis-
charged them with fidelity to his posi-
tion, and acquitted himself with marked
ability and’entire fairness.

These comments on the Meeting
apply to the Men’s branch. In the
Women’s Meeting, as I have been in-
formed, there was observed a good de-
gree of decorum, and the opposition,
which was quite decided, though not
very large numerically, had an oppor-
tunity for expression, and a good feel-
ing was maintained. The New Dis-
cipline is to go into effect on the 1st
of Tenth month, 1894. H. *

Philadelphia, Pa., 5th mo. 29th, '94.

Jor the Young Friesvs' ReviEw,
NEBRASKA FIRST-DAY SCHOOL
CONFERENCE.

The Nebraska First-day School Con-
ference met at Lincoln, First-day at 3
o'clock p. m., 4th mo. 29th, 1894. The
meeting opened by reponsive reading
on Temperance and Purity, led by
Mary M. Coffin, Superintendcni of
Lincoln First-day School.

‘The Meeting united in the names of
Nellie E. Lownes for Clerk, and Nettie
Shotwell for Assistant.

The minutes of last Conference,
held near Genoa in tenth month last,
were then read.

e et —aam——— i aiven
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The reports from the three schools
were very encouraging ; Genoa’s aver-
age attendance, 13 ; have 500 volumes
in library ; have bought some books
for the children

Garrison has held 23 sessions since

last Conterence. They had been meet-

ing at the houses of the members until
twelfth month 17th, 1893, when they
found it necessary to rent a hall ; since
changing their place of meeting their
attendance has increased, averaging 35.

Lincoln reports they use the Lesson
Leaves ; have about 300 volumes in
library, but need more books for the
children ; average attendance 2.

Tnere were several good recitations
and essays, followed by comments and
questions. A question concerning
Prison Reformm was discussed. One
said she thought the tobacco should be
taken from the prisoners; that it kept
alive the old depraved appetite ; she
had visited the penitentiary several
times, protesting against the practice.
In answer to her query: “Why do
you give them the tobacco ?” It was to
keep them quiet, and to get more work
out of them.” An incident was related
concerning the Indians and tobacco, it
being proved they behaved just as well
without it.

A young woman in attendance said
the Chautauqua was doing good work
among the prisoners, but they had not
sufficient means to get the whole forty
books, o they used them by turns.

The prisoners study their lessons
well, even excelling many members
who have every opportunity.

A question concerning the bad infiu-
encesofstreeteducation wascommented
upon ; others were read, but lack .of
time forbade any discussion. Repre-
sentatives to the Yearly Conference
were then appointed, after which Isaiah
Lightner offered prayer. The Meeting
concluded to meet near GGenoa, in tenth
month, if so permitted, feeling the
canopy of Divine love had ¢vershadow-
ed us.

CATHARINE ANNa BURGESS.

College View, Neb, 5th mo. 8th, ’94.
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THE “QUAKER IDEAL.”

(Extracts Continued.)
¢ All we behold is miracle—but seen
So duly, all is miracle in vain.”
- —Cowper.
“In our present state of knowledge
a clear distinction may well be, and,
indeed ought to be, maintained be
tween the terms ‘Supernatural’ and
* Miraculous’ By the former I under
stand such manifestations of Divine
working as are not cognizible by the
outward senses, but which are not
necessarily ¢ Miraculous.” For instance
the direct influence of the Divine
Spirit upon the souls and minds of
men is spoken of as ‘*Supernatural,
but it is not miraculous.” By ‘mir-
acles’ we understand events which
are manifest to the outward senses,
and which seem obviously to contradict
what is at present known of the ordin:
ary course of natural law; events
which if reported as occurring in the
present day, would almost universally
be regarded as apocryphal, unless sus-
tained by overwhelming *scientific
evidence.’
“There are, we know, a (ew professed
ly Chrlsnan persons who seem to be
able to dispense altogether with the
miraculous element in the Bible
They would be willing to strike it out
of the record as superstitious and tra-
ditional accretion, and still accept the
remainder as reliable and true.
“The events are so frequently and
circumstantially related, and the per-
sonal credit of the writers, especially
in the New Testament, as eye wit-
nesses is so0 obviously involved, that we
cannot reject their testimony on these
points and retain it on any others.
Without attemptmg a thorough
analysis of the matter, I will endeavor
to submit a few suggestions which may
be helpful. *Ibegin, however, b ad-
mitting that the Quaker programme dis
tinctly includes a belief in both the s
pernatural and the miraculous elenents
of the Bible. We admit this broadly,
on two grounds. In the first plac
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we have no difficulty in believing that
such manifestations are clearly within
the province of the ‘all possible’ which
we cannot reasonably refuse to rccog-
nize as an attribute of The Almighty.
It matters not what character we as-
sign to the occurrences, whether that
of apparent suspensions or violations
of natural law, or of obscure operations
of it, either condition is as possible, as
thinkable as the * Miracle of Creation’
and the institution of what we call
Natural Law.

“Can we pretend to understand the
laws and conditions of His Being and
active energy, so as to affirm anything
certainly concerning them, except the
grand truth utiered by the Patriarch,
¢ Shall not the Judge ofall the earth do
right.’ . . And yet it
comes to this, that if miracle was ever
possible, it is so still. And this undoubt-
edly is true  He would be a bold man,
and a foolish one too, who should
deny not only that the strictly miracu-
lous can (or might) occur, but for
anything he knows to the contrary, it
does still actually happen. Granted
that some of the marvellous events re-
corded in the Bible could have been
dispensed with, if the message had first
come to men in the 1gth century, that
is no proof that they were not nzeded
by the earlier generations. Was not
this 2 part of God’s Picture Book
Method of dealing with aninfantile race?
And assuredly there are still multi-
tudes who are not enough advanced to
spare the record of these events. To
such a5 these, the narrative which they
have no difficulty in receiving—meets
the very same need as the events them-
selves did, to the men who witnessed
them, Certainly as re-
gards unusual and -very remarkable
supernatural phenomena, they are not
peculiar to that period.

There are doubtless thousands of sub
hme secrets, analogous to the vision
of which St. Paul says that some de-
tails therenf it ‘was not lawful fora man
to utter,” that are reverently cherished,
hid in the inmost heart, and never di-
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vulged to the dearest friend. We be-
lieve that God still manifests Himself
as surely, by these secret individual
visitations, as ever he did to the peo-
ple of old by means more suited, and
even entirely necessary to their spirit-
nal capacities. In order
to plant some comprehension of, and
some faith in, this invisible Being in
men, who had no precedent outward
revelation, and whose spiritual faculties
were largely undeveloped, such mani-
festations of Divine energy were alto-
gether in harmony with God’s slowly
developing method, and even needful
to the condition of the race

The continuance of these old-world
events, as necessary or expected signs,
would now be as inappropriate and
harmful, as they were once helpful and
necessary. Our Lord’s words have
great significance : * There shall be no
sign given to this generation, unless ye
see signs and wonders ye will not be-
lieve. If they believe not Moses and
the Prophets, neither would they be
persuaded though one rose from the
dead. For in fact, sceptical minds and
generally cultivated minds, nowadays,
would not be convinced by outward
miracles if they occurred. They would
seek in them (even if sufficiently
authenticated) a scientific rather than
a religious significance ; while the mul-
titudes who are still in a condition
analogous to that of ..e men of the
Bible times have the record and they
believe it, as 1 have said, and it satis-
fies and bhelps them, as the events
themselves did the men of old.”

Genoa, Neb. G. S T

JOHN.

For the YouNG Friexps Review.

John, the writer of the fourth gospel
in the New Testament, was a native of
the town of Bethsaida in Galilee, son
of Zebedee (a fisherman), and Salome,
and the brother of James, also an
apostle. John was one of the first dis-
ciples of Jesus. In the third chapter
of Mark, we find the following in the
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account of the choosing and ordaining
of the twelve: *“Simon he surnamed
Peter, and James, the son of Zebedee,
and John, the brother of James, and
he surnamed them Boanerges, which is

the sons of thunder,” this name imply- .

ing vehemence and zeal. The mother
of James and John is said, in the twen-
tieth chapter of Matthew, to have
come with her two sons to Jesus, pre-
ferring the request, “Graut that these,
my two sons, may sit, the one on thy
right hand, and the other on thy left,
in thy kingdom.” The answer of
Jesus, and, indeed, the whole narra-
tive, from the 20th verse to the 28th in-
clusive, are replete with instruction for
all, not only for those who seek eleva-
tion above their fellows, but for those,
who like the ten, are moved with indig-
nation against such. These thiee, Peter,
James and John, and none others,
Jesus takes with him into the chamber
in the house of Jairus, ruler of the syna
gogue, where his little daughter lieth
dead, and is restored by him alive,
to her now rejoicing father, as related
in Mark, sth chapter, also in Matthew,
17th chapter, these three are taken by
Jesus “Up into an high mountain
apart, where he was transfigured before
them. Here appears Peter’s leader-
ship, for he was the one who said,
“Lord, it is good for us to be here:
if thou wilt, let us make here three
tabernacles ; one for thee, one for
Moses, and one for Elias.” These
three disciples appear to have been al-
most inseperable companions, though
after this James is not so frequently
spoken of in connection with the other
two. John and Pe er, on the : "ght of
the betrayal, followed Jesus, John
going with him into the palace of the
high priest, Peter staying at the door
without. Then occurred that ever
memorable scene of the denial of his
master, so soon after declaring his
willingness to lay down his life for him.
What a lesson to us to beware of trust-
ing, in a moment of enthusiasm, to
our strength, lest, like Peter, when the
time of temptation comes, we forget

YOUNG FRIENDS REVIEW.

our good resolves and falling, like
him, we weep bitterly over our weak-
ness. At the crucifixion, John, with
his own mother, and the mother of
Jesus, were present, and he it was to
whom Jesus entrusted his mother, say-
ing to him, “Behold thy mother,” and
to her, “Woman behold thy son.”
What confidence he must have felt in
that disciple whom he loved, and how
it was justified, for “From that hour,
that disciple took her to his own
home.” He was present at the great
draught of fishes, the third time Jesus
showed himself to his disciples after the
resurrection. This was the time Jesus
queried thrice of Peter, “Simon, son
of Jonas, lovest thou me?” and on
being answered so decidedly in the
affirmative, he said, ‘‘Feed my sheep.”
#Then Peter, turning about, seeth the
disciple whom Jesus loved, saith to
Jesus, “Lord. and what shall this man
do?” His friendship for john, rather
than mere curiosity, doubtless prompt-
ed the question. His own work had
been pointed out to him ; the manner
of his own death had been foretold,
and he naturally felt an anxiety as to
what should befall his friend. The
answer of Jesus is one to be remem-
bered, “What i3 that 10 thee? follow
thou me.” Here we may gain instruc-
tion ; it ma ters not what our friends
may have to do, when the call comes
to us, it is onr duty to follow Aim
wherever He dnec's.

Again we find the e two together on
the day of Pentecost, and again at the
temple, at the hour of prayer, where
the lame man lay daily at the “gate of
the temple called Beautiful” asking
alms, and they siid unto him, *l.ook
on us,” which he did, expecting alms,
but Peter said, “Silver and gold have
I none, but such as I have, give I thee.
In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazar-
eth, rise up and walk.” Taking him
by the right hand, he lifted him up,
and he received his strength and
walked.  Although both appear to
have been instrumental in the healing,
Peter was the chief spokesman, .nd
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follows the cure with his searching
words to the multitude who had wit-
nessed the miracle, which so grieved
the priests and sadduces, that they laid
hold on them till the next day, when
they were brought before the high
priest, and “when they saw the bold-
ness of Peter and John, and perceived
that they were unlearned and ignor-
ant men, they marvelled.” The author-
ities acknowledged that a notable
miracle had been performed, but fear-
ing that the knowledge of Jesus would
spread among the people, if such were
repeated, they “commanded them not
to speak at all, nor to teach in the
name of Jesus.” But they answered
them by appealing to their sense of
duty. “Whether it be right in the
sight of God to hearken unto you
more than unto God, judge ye.”

While living at Ephesus John exer-
cised a powerful influence in spreading
Christianity throughout Asia Minor.
About the year 95 he was banished
by the emperor Doraitian to the Isle
of Patmos, where he wrote the Revela-
tion. He returned to Ephesus, where
he died, during the third year of Tra-
jan, 1oc A. D., being g4 years old.
It is said he was put in a caldron of
bo ling oil in Rome, but escaped death,
dying as was stated, ac¢ Ephesus. It is
supposed his gospel was written at that
place 78 A. D. He writes of Jesus as
“God manifest in the flesh.” This
sketch wili hardly be camplete without
speaking of his epistles, three in num-
ber. The time and place of writing
the “First General Epistle” are sup-
posed to be the close of the first cen-
tury, at Ephesus. The second and
third, not being general, but personal,
were the last to be admitted in the
canon of the New Testament.

In John’s Gospel is to be found that
most beautiful prayer, offered by Jesus
prior to his betrayal; his discourse
on the connection betwéen the vine
and its branches; and his talk to his
disciples, during which Philip request-
ed him to show them the Father, and
they would be satisfied ; how his lov-
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ing heart must have ached at this im-
plied doubt of his real character, as
he administered a gentle yet forcible
rebuke for their unbelief, in the ques-
tion, “Have I been so long a time
with you, and hast thou not known
me, Philip? If one desires a mental
feast, not to speak of the spiritual
truths to be gained, let him read the
fourteenth, fifteenth, sixteenth and
seventeenth chapters of the “Gospel
according to St. John,” and his desire
will be gratified. E. H. CoatLE,
Holder, Il

THE STORY OF THE BARE
FOOT BOY.

Written by Trowbridge on the celebration of the
7oth birthday of our Quaker poet, John G. Whittier.
O Haverhill’s pleasant hills there played

Some sixty years ago,

In turned-up trousers, tattered hat,

The bare-foot boy we know

e roamed his very hills centent ;
But, while {rom bush and briar,
The nimble feet got many a scratch,
His wit, beneath its homely thatch,

Aspired to something higher.

Over his dog-eared spelling-book,

Or school-boy’s composition,
Puzzling his head with some hard sum,
Goiag for nuts, or gathering gum,

He cherished his ambition.

He found the turtle’s epgs and watched
To see the warm sun hatch ’em ;

Hunted with sling, or bow, orarrow,

Or sought to trap the unwary sparrow,
Caught fish, or tsied to catch ’‘em.

But more and more to rise, to soar,
The hope his bosom fired.

He shot his arrows, sailed his kite,

Let out the string and watched its flight,
Axnd smiled while he aspired.

“Now, I've 2 plan! I know we cau, ’
He said to Mat, another

Small shaver of the bare-foot sort,

His name was Matthew, Mat for short,
Our bare-ioot's younger brother.

“What, fly?"” says Mat “*Well, not just that,”
Thought Johp, *‘for we can't fly.”

¢But we can go right up,” says he,
O'! higher than the sky §”

“Qh, do,” says Mat,” “I'll hold thy hat,
And watch while thee is gone.”
For these were Quaker lads and lisped
Exch in his pretty Qaaker speech.
¢No ! that won't do,” says Johu.
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“*For thee must help, then we can float,
As light as any feather. )

‘We both can lift, now don't thee see,

If thee lift me while 1 lift thee,
We sghall go up together !"

An autumn evening, early dusk,
A few stars faintly twinkled,
The cricket chirped, the chores were done,
*Twas just the time to have some fun
Before the tea-bell tinkled.

They spat upon their hands, and clinched
From under bold and upper,
“Don't lift too hard, or lift too far,”
Says Mat, “Or we may hit a star,
And not get back for supper.”

“O ! no !” says John, “We'll only lift
A few rods up, that’s all,

To see the river and the town,

Now, don't let go, till we come down,
Or we shall catch a fall.”

¢Hold fast to me ; now—one ! two ! three !
Andup we go!” They jetk;

They pull and strain, but all in vain,

A bright idea and, yet ‘twas plaip,
It somehow would not work.,

Jobn gave it up. Ah ! many a John
Has tried and failed as he did.
*Twas a shrewd notion, none the less,
Anad still, In spite of ill-success,
It somehow has succeeded.

Kind nature smiled on that wise child,
Nor could her love deny him

The latge fulillment of bis plaz,

Since he who lifts his brother man,
In turn, is lifted by him,

He reached the starry heights of peace,
Before his head was hoary 3
And now, at three-score years and ten,
The blessings of his fellow men
‘Waft him a crown of glory.

PROFESSOR CAMPBELL’S
DEFENCE.

{Continued from last number.}

If our Father hates, curses, maims,
diseases, attempts to sin, kills and
performs similar actions plainly at-
tributed to Him in the Old Testa-
ment Scriptures, I do not see how He
can possibly be our moral example.
His own law, called the tianscript of
His holy nature says, ‘Thou shalt not
steal, kill, bear false witness, covet, but
thou shait love God and thy fellow-
men.” Christ said that the old law,
‘Thou shalt not kill, forbids even a
harsh word, and ‘Thou shalt not com-
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mit adultery,” every mental action to-
wards impurity. It is thus He fulfilled
and is fulfilling the law. Christ’s own
life was that of fulfillment. In that
life there was no hatred, but love ; no
curse, but blessing ; no wounding. but

_healing ; no deceit, but truth; no

tempting, but deliverance from the
tempter ; no killing, but life-giving.
This Jesus who went about doing good
said:—*‘1 and the Father are one.
He that hath seen me hath seen the
Father. The Son can do nothing of
Himself, but what he seeth the Father
do ; for whatsoever things He doeth,
He also doeth, the son likewise ; the
works which the Father hath given me
to finish, the same works that I do,
bear witness of me that the Father
hath sent me’ We know what these
works were, works of mercy, every one.
We are expressly told that, ‘No man

. hath seen God at any time ; the only

begotten Son, which is in the bosom
of the Father, He hath declared Him.’
The same Son is called ‘God manifest
in the flesh,” and ‘the brightness of His
glory and the express image of His
person.’

“In His admirable treatise, ‘What is
inspiration ?” Dr. De Witt sums up his
answer in these words :—‘No proposed
definition of God’s inspiring grace can
be aacepted as complete, unless it has
been formulated (1) in the light of the
grand central truth, in which inspir-
ation and revelation alike culminate,
that Jesus Christ as a person, the only
begotten of the Father, is the first per-
fect, and that only perfect revelation of
God to men, and with due regard to
the radical difference b.tween the
words of Christ, who was in Himsell
the truth, and those of all unpaid
teachers as between the primary and
every secondary source of divine
knowledge and authority ; (2) all his
toric, prophetic and dialetic revelation
of God in the inspired books of the
Old and New Testaments is unfair to
the revelation of personal truth and
grace in the Christ of the historic Gos-
pels; and (3) whatsoever the former
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may contain that is incongruous there-
with, whatever be the explanation of
the incongruity, is not to be held as
authoritative for us, but is virtually
suspended as an imperfect and provis-
ional inspiration. (Pp. 167 68.)

“The same writer says :—‘It is often
asserted most positively in controversy
with those who refer discriminately to
the different parts of the Bible, assign-
ing a higher value to the latter than to
the earlier revelation, that the Old
Testament, as well as the New, is per-
fect and infallible in its minutest de-
tails. ‘The highest inspiration is claim-
ed equally for every parr. But, who
can say intelligently, in this sweeping
sense, that the entire Bible for all time
is the perfect and infallible rule of
faith and practice, or any one book in
the Old Testament? To pr