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“ The Communion of the Church of England, as it stands distinguished from all
Papal and Puritan innovations, and as it adheres to the doctrine of the eross.”"—

From the will of Bishop Ken, A. D. 1710.

THOUGHTS ON
ASCENSION.

THE

TgE ¢ forty days’ are neatly ended,
and once more we are aboutte com-
memorate the Great Day which saw
our Saviour ascend to the Glery,
which, for our sakes, He had ex-
changed for the depths of humilia-
tion and woe.

Let us strive to lift up our hearts
as did the favoured band to whom
was vouchsafed the last sight em
earth of the Risem Saviour. Then,
when the cloud has received Him,
let us follow with the eye of faith,
let us listen to the triumph-song of
the angels as they welcome back
their King, the Victor over Sin and
Death, « Lift up your heads O ye
gates, and be ye lift up ye everlast-
ing doors, and the King of Glory
shall come in.* “Who is the King
of Glory? Even the Lord of
Hosts, He is the King of Glory.”

“ Whe is the King of Glory?’
It is the Mawn, CERIsT JESUS! the
Max oF Sorrows, and- asquainted
with grief, the despised and reject-
ed! Have we not greater cause for
joy even than the angels? Wasit

not for our sakes that He, who is
now clothed with Majesty and
Honour, who is decked with Light
as with a garment, became a little
lower than the angels? Was it not
for us that He suffered and died?
Should not this Ascension Day be
one to stimulate eur Faith, increase
our love, and help to draw our souls
upward to the Mansions inte which
our Forerunner has entered, and
where He has™ prepared a place for
His own?

The Christian soul, in full assur-
ance of faith, may see, in Christ’s
ascension irio Heaven, an earnest.
of his own entrance into eiernal
life. Have we not His Word of
Divine Leve telling us that where
He is there we may bealse? * We
know not whither Thcou goest and -
how can we know the way,” said
the half-hearted disciple. Jesus
answered, “ I am the Way.,” We
know whither He has gone,.and we
know the Living Way. that will
lead us thither. We have the
blessed foot-prints to follow, leading
by a way of Purity and Peace
through the temptations end disquiet
of. earthly life, and at its elose we
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have the Everlasting Arms to bear
us to the “perfect peace” awaiting
those whose “ mninds are stayed” on
Him. To those who have duly and
reverently celebrated the Birth-day,
tize Death, and Resurrection of our
Lord, the Ascension Day must of
necessity be one of holy gladsmess;
and we may be sure that if it pes-
sesses for us neo sacred associations,
if it carries to us no hely lessons,
and stirs no heawenly hopes within
our hearts, then those ofler great
events in our Master’s life have had
little meaning for us, and, therefore,
we are not living members of that
body, whose Divine Head, now
dwelling in the Glory which He
had before the werld was, ever
maketh intercession with His Father
for the sinners whom He died to
save.
—_—— -~

ROOTING UP THE TARES.

«You.Church people let anybody
Jein your Church, and you don’t
tuma #hem out when they fall
Theré’s that man Jones who was
confirmed a year ago, he’s been
druzik egaim after holding out more
than a-year. But you won’t turn
Wim -out, I know.” And Mrs.
Sevier-gave a groan as she thought
of the indulgenes extended tu sin-
ners. and ‘how kard it is te reot up
the tares wihich fnfest the wheat.

“You sare gertainly correct in
your pwedicticn,” said Mr. Can-
did. “for the :Church cannot cast
off those who need her care most,
and just when they requirs all the
help which the means of grace ean
afford. It would be like turning a
sick man out of a hespital because
hie has had a relapse.”

“And so you encourage them in
theiz sins, sand make the Church

nothing better thar a hospital! I
thought the Church was for the
righteous and not for sinners.”

“Then, there was your mistake,
and it is the same inte which the
Jews of old had fallen when Jesus
reminded them. that ‘they thatare
whole need net a physician, but
they that are sick’; and that He
‘camte not to call the righteous, but
sinners to repeuntancu. Ixcom-
munication isa fearful thing when
we realize what it is and what it
implies, and it should enly be re-
sorted to in extrame cases and with
incorrigible offerrders. Every poor
struggling sinner is not te be cast
off and given over to Satan because
he falls perhaps threugh weakness
and in spite of his own earnest
efforts to the contrary. So longas
he will maintain the battle against
his besetting sin, the Church should
never cast him out nor leave him te
struggle alone. If this brings edium
uper the Church, she must even
endure it, 23 did her Lord when He
was reproached as a companion of
nublicans and  sinners.” — Old
Church Path.

—_——— - ——

A METHODIST PAPER ON
REVIVALS.

Ir T have erred in my dislike of
the exciting measurcs that Revivals
at times resert to, I have the honer
to have erred in excellen$ company.
And if the Church have her decid-
ed views on the subject, she is en-
dorsed by thousands outside of her;
for there are good Christian peuple
of every denemination whe think
just as she dees ahout it.

Iam prepared to speak for some
of our Methodist brethren, at any
rate; and that hody of Christiansis
the one who has given the revival
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svstem the longest trial. Says the
COlristian Advocate and Journal:

¢ Tt can’t be denied that the sys-
tem of recruiting our Church by
revivals has been seriously abused,
and that the faith of cur preachers
and peeple in the benefits of such
yeligious excitements has been very
much shaken. The plan of forcing
a periodical excitement by the aid
of professional agitators or revival-
ists, has been fraught with consc-
quences mest disastrous te the
Church. Machine-Made Converts
are found to have a very ephemeral
life.”

Is our Church to he censured for
not being willing te try what ene
of the largest Bodies of Christians
in the land has tried and—found
wanting? Is it not the part of
wisdom te learn from the experi-
ence of others? Inadhering strict-
iy to our own quiet mode of
Church work. we mean to condemn
no other Christians. We enly
think that-our way is the best for
ws. If others think theirs is the
best for them, well and good. If
wood come of their way, the Lord’s
name be praised.

Says the same paper:

“ We fear that the religious tone
given by many of our revival
meetings is not a healthful one for
penitents. They take the character
for praise mwetings, rather than
penitent meetings. There is very
much singing and little praying.
There is not that solemn reveren-
tial approach_to the throne of grace,
in deep confession and selemn
entreaty. and fearful emotions for

parden, that should make true
penitence.  Then there is often

given to these meetings alight tone
by singing and speaking.  All at-
tempts at smartuess, and witticisms,
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and drollery are exceedingly eut of
taste and out of place in such re-
ligious meetings. All flippancy is
out of place, and is utterly incon-
sistent with the reverence, and
purity, and earnestness of a new
born soul, and can never result in
relizious stabiliiy.

After the conversation and recep-
tien as probationers, a system of
strict training should begin. A
course of reading should be pre-
scribed by the Pastor, who, with
the c'ass-leader, should superintend
the same, inquiring from time to
time of the young convert how he
or she is progressing therein.
Such a course would certainly lead
te better results than present
stutisties show.”—Rev. R. W.
Lowire, in Living Church.

——— - —

THE CHRISTIAN LIFE.

‘“If ye then be risen with Christ, seek
those things which are above. Set your
affection on things above, not on things on
the earth.” —(olossians iil. 1, 2.

The Holy Sacrament of Baptism
made you partakers of Christ's
Death and Resurrection, It has
joined you with Him'in so won-
derful and sacred a way, that He
Himself and His Holy Apestie
have compared it with the myate-
rious union of the Holy Trinity.
If then ye be thus marvellousiy in
sacrament risen with Christ, seek
those things that are above. Our
life is hidden. Though dead, truly
and sacramentally dead with Christ
in baptism, yet we are also alive.
But it is now His Life. It isanew
principle. It is conferred with a
new birth. Itisa life of new hope,
it is full of immertality. Christ is
our Life,

Bisgor MoBERLY.
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Crorrs should remember that
next to the minister they have the
most important office in the Church.
It is their duty to lead tho praises
of the congregation. Their beha-
vier should be revevent, all conver-
sation or smoving about sheuld be
avoided.

-

NOTES ON THE OCCA-
SIONAL SERVICES.

No. III.

SoLEMNI1ZATION OF MATRIMONT.

{Concluded).

In our last article we ended with
the first blessing. which cencludes
properly the marriage covenant. On
any occesiou when the ceremony is
performed in a house or chamber
than the Church, the service con-
cludes at this point. Inthe Church
this first part of the ceremeny is
performed ““in the bedy of the
Church,” generally at the entrance
to the choir. Befors the Reforma-
tion it was performed at the door
of the Church, and we have occa-
sionally witnessed it there ourselves.

The second part of the Service to

which we new draw attention is to be
celebrated ¢ before the Lord’s Ta-
ble.” The design of this addition
is te impress the religious covenant
mors deeply on the minds of the
contracting parties by hymns, pray-
ers and exhortations. Joy is a nat-
ural attendant on Christian marriage
entered into in the fear of Gob.
The Chnurch of Christ never frowns
on innocent amusement or joy on
preper occasions. In this case she
bids kLer children rejoice in the
words ef the 128th or the 67th
Psalm. Either of these is very
suitable, Luther says of the first:

“To this Psalm we will give the
title of an Epithalamium or Mar-
riagesong. In it the prophet cheer-
eth those that are married, wishing
unto them, and promising untoe them
from Gop, all manner of blsssings.”
The latter being a prayer for bles-
sing is also appropriate. Then fol-
low supplications and prayers, that
all present may join in shewing
their ragard for the newly-married
couple. The first prayer is for
spiritual blessings, the second for
the temporal blessing of children,
the third for the performance of the
mutual duties of love and fidelity.
Then follows the blessing. After
which, if there be no Sermen, a
statement of the duties of both
parties is made, drawn .rom the
Epistles of St. Paul and St. Peter.
In many places in England it is
hie custom in place of this state-
ment to make a short address, as was
the case lately at the marriages of
the DMetrepolitan of South Africa
and the Bishop of Manchester.
Notice the concluding Rubric: It
is convenient that the new-married
persons should receive the Holy
Communion at the time of their
marriage, or the first opportunity
after their marriage.,”  This, if
approached in the right spirit, will
confirm their vow to each ether, and
bind their mutual promises. Gobp’s
blessing may be expected on their
union begun in this fear and in
obedience to His laws. “I know
not,” siys Tertullian, ‘“which way
T should be able to shew the happi-
ness of that wedlock, the kunot
whereof the Church doth fasten,
and the Sacrament of the Church

confirm.”
————

A Goup cause is mere injured by
a weak defence, than by a streng
attack.
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STATISTICS OF THE BIBLE.

THE Scriptures have been tran-
slated into 148 languages and dig-
lects, of which 121 had, prior to tl\m
formation of the British and For-
eign Bible society, never appeared.
And 25 of these languages exist-
ed without an alphabet in an oral
form. The first divisien of the
divine oracles into chapters and
verses is attributed te Stephen
Langton, Archbishop of Canterbury
in the reign of King John, in the
latter part of the 12th century or
beginning of the 13th. Cardinal
Hugo, in the middle of the 13th
century, divided the Old Testament
into chapters, as they stand in our
translation. In 1661 Athias, a Jew
of Amsterdam, divided the sections
of Hugo into verses, as we now
have them. Robert Stephens, a
French printer, had previously
(1551) divided the New Testament
into verses as they now are,

— it

BAPTISM.

Carist” promised that the gates
of Hades should net prevail against
His Church. That promise being
true, that Church must still be in
the world and have a histery run-
ning back te its foundation, A.
D. 33. However plausible the
cause of immersion may appear to
those accustomed to hear that side
of the question, there still wiil
exist this mighty difficulty in the
way of its dogmas—that the Baptist
Church, which proclaims them, was
not erganized for about fifteen hun-
dred years after Christ. At that
time \.ith few exceptions, all who
bore the Christian name had been
baptized in infancy. But, accord-
ing to the Baptist opinions, infant

baptism 1is no baptism; hence,
theve was no Church in the world
when the Baptists organized in the
sixteenth century.

St. Peter preached the first Ges-
pel sermon.  He argued that no
change was to be made ; that the
promise was continued to the Jews
and their chilaren, asnd to the
Gentiles, when called. That pro-
mise was the covenant with Abra-
ham, including children eight days
old. At a later date, A. D. 64, St,
Paul wrote to the Galatians that
baptism was the way to puton
Christ, and if they wers Christ’s
they were Abraham’s seed and heirs
of *‘the promise,” viz., to Abraham.
And thus the same class of heliev-
ers and their children, who had
been members of the Jewish, were
recognized as members of the
Chuistian Chureh —Ea.

————-———————
JOHN WESLEY AND THE

CHURCH.

A correspondent s:nds the fol-
lowing cutting from anold issue of
“ The Bristol Times and Mirrer :”
Episcopalian Church people and
Methodists will read with equal in-
terest the following original leiter
from John Wesley, now printed for
the first time. We are indebted to
*he kindness of our fellow-citizen,
Mr. Henry J. Mills, for the privi-
lege of being able to publish it
He found it (and also the letter,
likewise subjoined, from the Ilate
Bishop Philpetts) among hi
father’s papers. The Miss Bishop
to whem the letter is written was
the second wife of Mr.H. J. Mills’s
grandfather, whe was a member of
the society of Friends, and it would
appear that Miss Bishop, who was
a Methedist before her marriage,
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consulted John Wesley on the step
she was about to tauke. [lence,
probably, the religious and doctrin-
al character of the communication :

“T.onpoN, Octeber 10th, 1778,
“My Desr Miss Bismor: I am
not unwilling te write to you, even
upon a tender subject, because you
will weigh the matter fairly. And
if you have a little prepossession
(which, who has not), yet voa are
willing to give it up to reason.
“The original Methodists were all
of the Church of Englund, and the
more awakened they were, the
more zealously they adhered to it
in every point beth of doctrine and
discipline. Hence we inserted in
the very first rules of our society,
‘They that leave the Church leave
us. And this we did, not as a point
of prudence, buta point of eonsci-
ence. Webelieve it utterly unlawful
to separate from the Chureh, unless
sinful terms of communion were
imposed ; just as did Mr. Philip
Hervey, and most ef those holy
men that wers contemporary with
him.

% ¢But the ministers of it do not
preach the Gospel.” Neither do the
Independent nor Anabaptist min-
isters. Calvinism is not the Gos-
pel ; nay, itis further from it than
most of the sermons I hear at
church, These are very frequent-
ly unevangelicil; but those aie
anti-evangelical. They are {to say
no more) equally wrong ; and they
zre far mere dangerously wrong.
Few of the Methodists are now in
danger of imbibing error from the
Church ministers; but they are in
great danger ef imbibing the grand
error—Calvinism—from the dis-
senting ministers.  Perhaps thou-
sands have done it already; some
of whom have drawn back to per-

dition. I see more ipstances of
this than any one else can ; and on
this greund also exhort all who
would keep to the Methodists and
from Calvinism—Goto the Chuch
and net to the mecting.’

“But, to speak freely, I myself
find more life in the Chureh prayers
than in the formal, extemporary
prayers of dissenters. Nay, I find
more profit in sermons on either
good tempers or good works than in
what are vulgarly called Gospel
sermons. That termis now become
a cant word. I wish none of our
society would use it. It has no de-
{erminate meaning. Let but aport,
self-sufficient animal, that has
neither semse nor grace, bawl out
something against Christ and His
Blood, or justification by faith, and
his hearers cry out, “What a fine
Cospel sermen ! Surely the Me-
thodists have not se learnt Christ.
We know no Gespel without salva-
tion frem sin.

“There is 2 Romish errer which
many Protestants sanction unawares.
It is an avowed doctrine of the
Romish Church that ‘the pure in-
tention of the minister is essential
to the validity of the sacraments.
If so, we ought not to attend the
ministratiens of an unholy man;
but in flab epposition to this, our
Church teaches, in the Twenty-
eight Article, that ‘the unworthi-
ness of the minister does net hin-
der the validity of the sacrament.
Although therefore, there are many
disagreeable ircumstancss, yet I
advise all our friends to keep to the
Church. God has surely raised us
up for the Church chicfly that =
little leaven may leaven the whole
lump.

“I wish you would seriously con-
sider that little tract, ‘Reasons



CHURCH WORK.

39

againsta Separation from the Church
of England.’ Those reasons were
never answered yet, and I beliove
they never will be.

“I am glad you have undertaken
that labor of love, and I trust it
will increase both your spiritual
and bodily health.

“I am, my dear Miss Bishops
yours very affectionately

J. WesLey.”

In the year 1840 the late M:r
John DMills, on reperusing the
letter, thonght it of sufficient in-
terest to be shown te some leading
members of the Church of England
without further publishing it at the
time, so he sent it to the then
Bishop of Exeter, Dr. Philpotts,
who returned it with the following
vote of ackmowledgment and
thanks:

“Tovpov, July 18th, 1840,

“8mr: I thank you very mueh
for your perinission to peruse the
singnlarly interesting letter of Mr.
Wesley's which you have trans-
mitted to me. Your prohibition
has been strictly observed, and I
rejoice at reading the reasons on
which that prohibition is founded
—viz., your intention ef publish-
ing a series of letters from thesame
pen.

“ I consider the document very
singularly valuable. I return it
with a strong sense of the favor
conferred ou me by the communi-
cation.

“I am, eir, your obliged and
obedient servant,

- H. ExETER.
“J. Mius, EsQ.”

Mr. Mills, we are sorry to say,
never carried out his intention of
publishing the volume of letters te

which the bishop alluded, for, had
he done so, the world would now
be the richer by a very interesting
and, we believe, important collec-
tion.—The Church Times.

—— i —————————

Oxe evening, we ae to'd,
after a weary march through the
desert, Mahomet was camping with
his followers and overheard one of
them saying, ‘I will loose my camel
and commit it to God;” on which
Mahomet teok him up, °Friend,
tie thy camel, and commit it to
Gob;” that is, do whatever is thine
to do,fand then leave the issue with
Gop.

—_— ——-.—————

GODLY MOXNITIONS.

Tue following menitions are from
Bishop Coxe’s **Thoughts on the
Services :—

Prepare for Divine Service in
your closet, not at your toilet.

It is well to be early at Church,
if the time before service be devout-
ly employed in the use of the Prayer
Book, or Bible, or in pious medita-
tion.

Do not be afraid of making your
devotions too long when you first
baw your head on entering.

The Church is the House of Gob:
way should you throw away one
minute within its sacred walls. It
is the Court of the Great King, who
expects us to wait on Him in His
Temple. Why should you forget
that you are in His iminediate pre-
sence, and have come to de Him
homage ?

Look over your Baptismal vows ;
your Confirmation promises: and
use proper ejaculations, beseeching
Gob for grace to keep them.

If you have Gobp-children, now is
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the time to pray for them, or for
your own children, or for both to-
gether.

Think of your particular sins
preparatory to the General Contes-
sion.

Think eof the peculiar mercies
vou have received preparatory to the
General Thanksgiving.

Join fervently and audibly in the
responses. You serve Gop by
assisting and encouraging others in
this way.

In singing observe the same rule.
Gop has a right to the use of your
tongue, which He made to sing His
praise as Angels do. Remember it
i3 ¢ the best member that you have,”
and yst it is often abused tc offend
Gop. Use it in asking forgiveuess,
and in magnifying His mercy.

Good manners are bred of the
Gospel.  Be considerate in the
House of Gob, especially to poor
persons. Give them room for
Christ’s sake. Charity is better
than burnt-efferings. And remem-
ber Jesus Christ was poor. Ile be-
came so for our sakes, though He
was infinitely rich !

Even though you be a prince,
then, you will act becomingly if you
shew yourself willing to kneel down
at the side of a beggar. Human
distinctions are for ceurts and draw-
ing-roems : in the House of Gop all
are worms of the dust together, as in
the grave, or at the bar of final judg-
ment.

—_——

A PravER which may be used
upen entering the Church :—

O Lord, open Thou my lips to
bless Thy Holy Name, cleanse also
my heart from all vain, wicked, and
wandering thoughts; enlighten mine
understanding, kindle mine af-
fections ; that worthily, attentively,
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and devoutly I may be able to offer
my worship unto Thee, and may be
accounted worthy graciously to be
heard in the presence of Thy Di.
vine Majesty. Through Christ eur
Lord. Amen.

After Service :—

Whatsoever in this my worship
I have done amiss in thought, word,
or deed, do Thou, O most loving
Father, graciously pardon, for the
sake of the merits of the Passien
and Death of Thy Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

-
-

PRIMITIVE TESTIMONY.

St. CreMeNT, the fellow-lnborer
of St. Paul (see Phil. iv. 3), and
third hishop of Rome, in an epistle
which is still extant, writes thus:
Our Apostles knew, through eur
Lord Jesus Christ, that there would
he strife on acceunt of the Office of
the Episcopate. For this reason,
therefore,inasmuch as they(*he Apos-
tles) had obtained a perfect know-
ledge of this; they appointed those
ministers already mentioned, and
afterwards gave instructicn, that
when they should fall asleep, other
approved men should succeed them
in their ministry.”

St. Irenseus, in his great work
against the Valentinjans, writien
A. D. 170, says ‘To this Clemeunt
(of Rome) there succeeded Lvaris-
tus. Alexander followed Evaris-
tus; then sixth from the apostles,
Sixtus was appointed; afterwards
Telesphorus, who was gloriously
martyred. Then, Hyginus; after
him, Pius ; then after him, Anicet
tus. Soter having succeeded Ani-
cetus, Eleutherius does now, in the
twelfth place from the Apestles,
hold the inheritance of the Episce
pate. In this order, and by this
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Succession, the ecclesmstxcal tradi-
tion from the Apostles, and the
preaching of the Truth, have come
down to us.” ¢ We are in a posi-
tion to reckon up those who were
by tho Apostles instituted Bisheps
in the Churches, and to demon-
strate the succession of these men
to our ewn time; these whe
neither taught nor knew auytiing
like what these heretics rave about

———— ey O

OUR DEVOTION AND PRAYER

True devotion censists in having
our hearts always deveted to Gop
as the sole tountain of all happi-|1?
ness, and who is ready to hear and
help His otherwise helpless, miser-
able creatures, It isto beattained —

Ist. By earnest prayer. He that
hungers after rightevusness will cer-
tainly be filled.

2dly. By possessing our hearts
witha deep sense of our own misey,
our wants and danger. This is the
grac: of humility.

3dly. By considering Gop’s good-
ness, power and readiness to help
us. This is called faith in Gob.

Lastly. By convincing our hearts
of the vanity of everything clse to
afford us any real help or comfri.
This is to be effected by self-denial.

Dying persons are generally more
devout than others, because they
then see their own misery, that
nothing in thisworld can help them,
and that Gep is their only retuge.

We must change our lives it we
desire to change our hearts.

Gop will have no regard to the
prayers of those whao. have none to
His eommands.

The Spirit of Gop will not dwell
in a divided heart. We cannot feel
the pleasures of devotion while the
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world is our dellght.—Frum Bislop
Wilson's Saucra Privara.

N

BAPTISMAL REGENERATION.

“ ALL the ancient writers, ‘not
one man excepted,’ of the first four
hundred years from Christ, eall
baptism ¢ regeneration’  This is
the more use to note, hecause many
moderns use the word regeneration,
ot new birth, for conversion, wheth-
er it be accompanied with baptism
at that time or mot; but the an-
cients do not do se. The Scripturc
also uses it for baptism; ‘the
W mhm« of regeneration ~[I‘1tus

: 5. ] ““Not any ene Christian
letel of any antiquity buf under-
stands John 1iii:5, of baptism.
The word bern again, or regenerate,
alone was used as another word for
baptism, not only by all the fathers
of the first four hundred years, but,
I think, for above a thousand years
fellowing.”— Wall.

THE TRUE PRI\TCIPLIS OF
CHURCH SUPPORT.

——

SEATs! VOLUNTARY
OFFERINGS!”

“ FREE

Ler every worshipper in a Tree
Church remember the following
Seriptural and Catholic principles.

1. The Church dependsupon the
Offertory for its suppert.

2. The Offertory is made at all the
Sunday services, because our Church
thinks it right to act =pon the com-
mand which St. Paul gave to the
Church at Corinth : © Upon the
first day of the week let every one
of you lay by him in store as God
hath prospered him.” (1 Cor. xvi.
2.)

3. In a Free Church we recog-
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nize and aet upon the principle that
Almsgiving is an act of worship,—
thav the presentation of gifts means
something.

4. We hold that each worshipper
should give semething; that Chris-
tian giving is o duty ; otherwise our
worship Is incomplete ; every one.
too, should give freely from a lov-
ing heart. (See 2 Cor. iv. 6, 7.)

5. The effering should be given
te Gob for His glory, and not to the
minister for the sermon, otherwise
it ismisdirected and unworthy of the
name of Christian giving.

6. As to how much each wor-
shipper should give, that is left to
the conscience. It must bs in pro-
portion to his ability or his re-
sources. No eomne has a right to
give 50 cents to $3.00 for a seat at
a concert or ppera, and give only 5
centsto Gobon Sunday. Gobp gave
ts the Hebrews the law of tithe.
He has never repealed this law, ner
given Christiuns any ether rule for
giving. Hence it is now,and every
Christian ought to make it so, the
rule of his giving to Gop. *Its
chligation rests upon the same
ground as the duty of hallowing the
Lord’s Day. The consecrativn of
one-tznth of our gain to Gon is just
as much a part of the meral law as
the counsecration of one-seventh of
our time. In Dboth cases it is the
least a Christian eught to think
of doing.”

7. The fact that your Church is
FREE, and hence supported on strict-
ly Seriptural principles, ought to
make you very thankful, and you
ought te serigusly ask yourself, if it
does not demand and deserve your
support more than those Churches
which are supported by psw-rents,
which keep up a distinction between
the rich and poor; put the rich in
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the best place, and shove the peor
away in the corner; which say to
“a man with a gold ring, in goodly
apparel, sit thou here in a good
place; and say to the poor, stand
theu there, or sit here under my
footstool”  (St. James 1. 23.)
¢ Honour the Lord with thy sub-
stance and with the first fruits of
thine increase.” Proverbs iii. 9.)
8 Lastly, see how our Church
sanetions what Holy Seripture says
about Christian giving by reading
carefully the Offertory Sentences,
which you will find afier the Com-
mandments in the Office for Holy
Communion.—Adupted.
-

SYSTEMATIC GIVING.

Grvive is good, but system in
giving is betler. Giving is apt to
dezenerate into not giving without
this help. Desides, there is a sys.
tem in the needs, which our giving
is te supply. The seasons ars
not more regular in their return
than are the expenses of the parish,
Present or absent, rainy or fair,
summer or winter, these continue
and return.  So much is needed
for each week, nay, for each day in
the year.  The poor, toe.we have
alwavs with us. Ani ferthfrem
the Missionary treasury a stream is
regularly flowing out.  Thereis
system in all these expenditures.
Aud system on the one side should
be met by system on the other.
Not an oceasivnal dime, or dollar,
when we happen to bs in church
and have the preper coin, buta
regular weekly sum, whether absent
or present, in the mood for it or
not, stormy or fair, at home or on
vagcation—a systematic, conscien-
tious amount decided wupon as be-
fore the Great White Throne,and in



the presence of Him who claims
the silver and the gold.—Se’ected,

- - R -
THE CHURCH OF ALL
ALIKE.

Tue world knows its own mean-
ness, society its own littleness, inere
respectability the thinness of its
own veneering. There is a strong
love of reality at the heart of our
Life. A real Church, a Churck
that goes to the roots of things,
which grasps the facts and despises
the mers accidents, which to mil-
lionaire and to beggar, to cleanest
regpectability, and to the lowest

tramp, to Itailrcad President and |

Railread Brakesman alike, announ-9
ces without fear or favor, the ever-
lasting verities of righteousness ;
trath and justice, and stands upen
them alone in gilded aisle of cestly
churches, and in the rude Mission
Chapel alike, is what this land is
waiting fe,, and what, in this land,
will have an influence which has
Liad no equal since the days of Am-
brose and Athanasius.— Rer. Dr.
Thomypson.

S -~ ]
INDIVIDUAL RESPONSI-
BILITY.

Tue chief care of souls belongs
to the pastor who is appeinted to
watch for them, and must give ac-
connt of them at the last Day.
3ut he is not alene responsible for
them. You, dear reader, are your
Lrgthier’s keeper, and  the blood of
some one may yet be required of
you. Ifby an inconsistent life you
turn many away from righteousness;
if by indifference you neglect to
lead them in the way of truth and
licht, you must surely share in
their ruin. Gop has so related us
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in this world that we live not and
die not to ourselves. There are
many corcerned in our living, and
many affected by our dying, O
brother, beloved in the Lord! thy
life is linked with other lives, and
thou art bearing them en with thee
to the great Hereafter. Thou canst
net enter the “Straight gate,” nor
godown ‘‘the broad way”™ alone.
Others shall stand with thee, upon
the right hand or upon the left,
before the Throne, and the mark of
thy influence shall be upon thiem,
for weal or woe.— Selected.

i O o——

CHURCH MUSIC.

CHANTING may have come down
fiem Patriarchal days. The Psalms
wers sung by the Lord and His
Apostles when they echauted to-
gether on the Awful Night, ere
they went to the Mount of Olives,
The catacombs resounded te that
like ancient cadences through the
centuries of imperial persecution,
when the Mystical Body of Churist
was growing.  Afterwards the
Gregorian tones were set to the
sacred werds ; and so the perpetual
voice came down through the
matchless modes—in music not to
be divided by bars nor counted hy
beats, because it 1is beyond time
and beyond measure, and like unto
the call of Eternity. Agaip there
arose, in later years, yet centuries
before our day, the finished and
accurate Chant still used in the
Chuvches of the Anglican Com-
imunion, harmonious and graceful,
less grand, or strong, more intellig-
able, more capable of being grasped
as to its idea and motive, and so
more popular. Such are some of
the fair dresses of music in which
the Dsalter has been arrayed, each

3
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school of melody appropriate in its
turn, and all, in their season.., dear
to the ears that have listened, and
sweet to the lips that have seng.
Dut the theme has remained tue
same. There is come no change to
the Psalins.  From cloister and
cathedral, from church and chapel,
from chantry and oratory and col-
legiate roof, these sentences have
been forever ascending the same.
However, they have been carried
up to heaven—whether in the wild
melodies of the East, or in the
rise and full of the Western Gre-
gorians, or in the measured pulse
of the Anglican rhythm, or in any
other musie, which mission station
or camp, or lone and distant place
of way-faring men may utter forth
te Gop—st:ll are the words the
same. Not one jot or tittle shail
fail till all be fulfilled.—2Rez. Dr.
Dic.
—_— e aE——

A CERTAIN SOUND.

IN giving to strangers the bere-
fits of the Church, we should do it
ina genuine Churchly way. Let
them, at the very siart, see the
Church just as she is, not as a sect
among sects, ner as & mere conser-
vative comprom’se between truth
and error, but as the Church of the
Living Gob. the pillar and ground
of the truth—the faithful witness
against heresy and schism of every
shape and size.—Selected.

-

'EARLY EVIDENCE OF SPOXN-
SORS AT BAPTISM.

“ TerTCLLIAN, who lived at the
cud of the second and beginning of
the third century, is the earliest
writer who makes mention of God-
parents as being employed in the
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Christian Church. In treating on
Japtism, he refers to the Godpa-
rents, and te the promises which
they were accustomed to make ; and
he alludes to them in a way which
indicates that the custom of having
them was at that time the well-
knewn practice of the Church. And,
since this usage had become estab-
lished in the time of Tertullian, it
must necessarily have had its rise at
some period very close to the Apos-
tolic age.”

<&
A WORD OF SILENT PRAYER
SERVICE.

AFTER the benediction let there
be some time allowed by the con-
aregation for final devolion. A
pause of silence should always be
made. If A or B donotdesireany
such period for his or her final si-
lent prayer, C or D may. Lst net,
then, those who do not, interrupt
those wno do. The grabbing of the
hat, and shuffling on of evercoats,
until, among our less reverent bre-
thren. the final doxology has come
to be called the “overcoal doxolo-
gv ;" or anything, be it what it may,
which looks as if you felt,— well,
all this is over, and I am glad of
it,” is, to say the least, out of taste.
—Selectcd.

<

TIMELY WORDs.

Tue Bishop of Albany in his
annual Conventional address, speak-
ing of the danger of the Church
from the too often unprincipled
reasons which bring men into her,
such as the accident of marriage,
an @sthetic preference for our ser-
vice, a dislike of the narrowing
sect system. seeming social advan-
tage—says that they wust be taught



the "first principles,”™ of which they
are totally igr.orant,

They should be fed with milk,
until they are strorg enough to be
fed with meat, and then they
should be fed with strong meat.
And the houest, uncontroversial,
plain statements of whatthe Church
is, and what the Church holds, are
due to men like these. I am amazed
sometimes to find the surprise of
people, when they discover that
the unbreken succession of our
autherity to minister in holy things
can be proved, nct as Catholic doe-
trine, merely, but as historieal facts.
It startles me to realize how far
away the great majority of moedern
congregations are frem any appre-
ciation of the histerical pesition of
the Church. And their utcer con-
fusion cf ideas about regeneration,
conversion, fasting, frequent com-
munions, the condition of the de-
parted, the eternal life of heaven,
isa serions condemnatien of our
unfaithfulness in deliv.ring “ the
whole eounsel of God.”

We have no right to forget, that
we have given us, a system of faith
and duty, a system of religion, in
which and by which we ave to fit
men for life and for eternity. To
say the least of it we are bourd to
think that system the best. And
withoutany uncharitableness, wirh-
out controversey, without attacking
any body or any thing butsin and
unhelief and error, we are bound.
1 think, by every obligation before
Gop and man, to insist upon that
system in its fulpess of Faith,

Orders, Discipline and Sacraments.
—Selected.

<>
THE CHURCH’S POWER.
JusT before the Ascension the

apostles asked,  Wilt thou at this
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time restore again the kingdom to
Israel 2 Their idea of the kingdom
was not Christ’s idea; it was to
he a little kingdom large as David’s ;
a world-wide kingdom, going {orth
in the majesty of truth tu bring
within it all who loved the truth,
whether in Asia or Amer.ca, whe-
ther in Judea or Virginia, never
ent red their minds. Thoy foresaw
but little ; indeed Christ told them
that knowledge of the future was
what Gop reserved to Iimself :—
“It is not for you to knew times
and seasons which the Father hath
appointed by His ewn authority.”
Power was to be theirs; but not
power to forecast except in some
special instances; which special
cases belong to the church no long-
er. DBut th's power was to be the
truth of Christ; they were to be
witnesses for Him in all His per-
senality and teaching. Ierc there
is power, if the church would make
betier use of it—power as witnesses
for Christ.— Selected.
—— T
SUNDAY.

Stxpav, though a high festival,
is one over wh.ch we bave less
control than over our other festal
days. Itisemphatically Gob’s Day
—given for many blessed purposes ;
but chief, and above all, for His
worship and honer.  Games and

amusements most suitable for a

Church festival, would be, in miy
mind, a desccration of the Lord’s
Day.

1 am afraid I am rather what the
world would call a Puritan on this
subject. Notthat I like long faces
and drawling voices ; and cheerless,
sunless Sundays; but that I be-
lieve that one day in seven sheuld
be dealt with Dhonestly, as Gop's

N @
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day, not our owns Six working
days He gives to us; against that
gift He claims one for Himself —
for Himself in name, but in reality
for ourselves for our best and most
endearing interests. Had He said
it was to be spent in our rooms, no
lisht let in on our dwellings, no
voice heard within our doors, He
had a right to say se. and we were
bound, in all fealty, and the good
faith of an agreement—our own
share of which we had amply
enjoyed—to abide by His will.

But He kas not said so. All He
asks is, that on that day we sheuld
give our aearts and thoughts and
words to Him. And this demand
involves our ewn good, though we
should comply with it as an act of
Liom:ge te His glory. It is perfect-
Jy in keeping with the greatest
bodily and wmental enjoyment. It
shuts us not out from ene beauty
or freshness of the fair werld in
which we live; nor frem one social
or domestic pleasure consistent with
holiness. It merely reminds us
that we held every hour of our
iives from Gov, and that if we pay
not henestly the head rent of one
day in seven, we forfeit the ether
six.

It is, therefore. simple honesty to
give it, and that honesty will find
its own reward, when the heart,
which remaers this homage first as
a duty, finds the sense of duty, as
a constraint, gradually vanish, giv-
ing way to perfect enjoyment, as
the impulse and element of its love,
the essence and crown of its obed-
ience.

There is much truth in the old
proverb—“ A Sunday well speut
brings a week of content.” We
cannot benefit ourselves, or honer
GoDp miore, ‘than by a high and

.

scrupulous and spiritual observance
of His day. Nor can I close more
fitly than with these most exqusite
words of eur dear old friend,
George Herbert, which leave. as we
read them, such a pleasant ring in
the ear and savour in the heart.
** 0O day most calm, most bright

The fruit of this, the next world's bud,
The endorsement of supreme dz'ight

Writ by a Friend and with His bloods
The couch of time ; cares balm and bay,

The week were dark, but for thy light ;
Thy torch doih show the way.”
—Selected.

it -

FOR OUR YOUNG PEOPLE.

TrerE is nothirg so marked in
our day among Christian people a=
the want of definiteness and sys-

tem in personal religion. Our
time for private prayer, reading

the BDible, and attending to our
religious duties, are mostly left to
Chureh. Order is consider most
important in our worldly affairs,
religion and its duties ave apparent-
ly censidered outside of rule.
People seem to be afraid of living
by Rule for fear they will get inte
formal ways. But, my dear friends,
you must have some plan of religi-
ous life, and you must try to carry
ouf that plan, or you wi'l be as one
“heating theair.” Iet me give you
afew words of advice as a rule of
life for the day, and try if you can»
not carry them out.

1. When you awake in the morn-
ing, say, “Jesus I give lhee my
heart. and my soul.”

2. When y~u are dressed, kneel
down and say your merzing prayers.
Then think over what your duties
will be, and say “O my God, I offer
myself to Thee this day, with every-
thing that I have te do. Help me
to do my duty for Jesus'sake.”

Think what temptations you will



CHURCH WORK.

47

A

be likely to meet with, and say
“() Lord, keep me this day without
sin.”

3. Read your Bible, and think
on what you read.

4. Whenever you hear the clock
strike say, O Savieur hcld me, lest
I fall from Thee.”

5. Keep from bad company, and
do not read bad beoks. If a temp-
tation comes:say ‘Lord save me,
or I perish.”  Put a bad thought
out of your mind as qu'ckly as pos-
sible. If you fall inte sin, contess
it, and ask Ged for pardon as soon
as you can.

6. If you pray, eat, go to school.
work or play, read or sew, at the
beginning or end of everything you
do say “Lord Jesus. I do all for
Thee.” If anything happens you
do net like,say: “My God, thy
will bo done.”

7. Examine ycurselves
you say your night prayers. After
you are in bed, say. “Jesus Savi-
our, take care of me mnow, andat
the hour of my death.”  Ainen.

Will younct try and put these
simple rules into practice?

before

Rev. Dr. F. SWENTZELL, for sev-
eral years past in charge of the
Methodist Bedy ef Belair, Md., has
severed his conpection with that
body, and intends to take orders as
a clergymen in the Protestant Epis-
copal Church.

—— 2D R S
LETTER TO THE SUNDAY
SCHOOLS,

My Dzear . CHILDREN,—It has
been suggested to me by several
friends that I should oceasionally
address a letter especially to our
young Sunday School helpers who
do so much towards the support of
our Indian Institutions. I must

tell you that it was the Sunday
Schools that gave the firsi practical
start to our work. I had been in
England in company with an Indian
chief named Buhkwujjenens, and
there we had collected money
enough to set en foet what the
Indian chief called ‘ a big teach-
ing wigwam” for Indian children.
Well, w2 returned to Canada, and
our first Shingwauk Home in due
time was built. This was abeut
seven years age. JIn the meantime
the question arose. how are we to
support the Indian children after
we have the Home ready for them?
We had at that time ne grant in aid
from the Government and ne sub-
scription list to depend on. The
late Rural Dean Lett of Colling-
wood kindly took the matter up,
he guaranteed the annual support
of one Indian child by All Saints’
Sunday Scheel, Collingwood, and
he made personal application to
several other Sunday Schoolsin the
neighberhood to assist us iz the
support of the Indian children.

That is how eur v.urtk commenced
All Saints’ Collingwoed. undertook
the support of Mary J. Kabaoosa, &
a girl who has since died. St.
Stephen’s Torento, and Christ
Church Yorkville, had between
them 2 girl named Sophy Shabah-
gezhik (Murning sky) whe is now
a young woman living with her
parents at Garden River, and I saw
her yesterday while on a visit there.
fHoly Trinrity, Torente, at that time
had Johony Birchbark, who is still
with us. learning bootmaking, and
is one of our eldest boys. He left
us after the fire, but came back to
us three years ago, and is now
jointly supperted by All Saints’
Cellingwood and Port Dover. Holy
Trinity also supported Nancy
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Naudee, who is now married and
has I believe, two children. St.
Paul’s Toronto, used at that time to
support David  Nahwegahbowh

(stand in the middle). He stayed
two or three years in the Home and
learnt bootmaking. St. Peter’s and
Church of the Redeemer, Toronto,
used between them te support
poor John Rodd whe died and
whose grave is in our little ceme-
tery. All Saints’, Torento, suppor-
ted Caroline Bolton, a half-breed
girl belonging to Giarden River,
who is now married.  St. Mark’s,
Niagara, supported Jacob Wabah-
senooqua, who is still living at
Garden River, but only remained
one year at our Institution. St.
Luke's Teronto supported Tem
Wigwous, a boy whe ran away and
Tam sorry to say has turned out
badly. St. George’s, St. Catherine’s
used to support Llsie Muhneduwah-
sing of Manitoulin Island. This
girl remained a long time with us, |
and when the Wawanosh Hom:-
was opened went there for a shert
time. She is now quite grown up
and has been out to service. St
Thomas’, Hamilton, supported
Betsy Corning, who has since died.
Tecumugeth Sunday School support-
ed Mary Ann Jacobs. She also
remained a long time with us, but
is now married and living in the
States.

" All the children that I have
mentioned above are those who
were with us at the first opening of
our Institution before that terrib.e
fire took .place which laid our first
Shingwauk Heme in ashes,

It will be pleasant I think to you
to ses how, even so long as seven
years ago, we were dependent in so
large s measure on the Sunday
Schools of Canada for the support

. e o+ W ey me s

of our Indian children, and it is, I
think, greatly to the credit of the
above mentioned Sunday Schools
that in nearly all of them the Sun-
day collection is still made for our
work and an Indian child is still
supported.  The children, I sup-
pese, in those Sunday Schools are
almest entirely changed since seven
years ago. Those who were in the
infant class then are probably nvw
either in the highest classes or have
left the schoel, and yet your inter-
est do=s net flag, and you are still
thinking of and providing for our
Indian children.

In another letter I shall hope to
tell you something about our pre-
sent Homes : and I think it would
be a good plan if, after reading this
letter to you, your Superinterdent
Wuld kindly invite some of you to
ask questions either about our
Homes in general or about the par-
ticular child whom you support,
and then for these question if suit-
able to be sent %o us, and I would
try and answer them in my next
printed letter.

I remain
your sincere friend,
Epwarp F. WiLson.

WAWANOSH HOME.
Mr. J. Woodford Smith, St. Mary's $1.00
St. John’s Ch, S. 8., O 120
Mrs. Parkin’s Class, Cathedral S. S.
¥redericton 1
Miss Mary Armstrong and Class,
Ch of Good Shepherd, Fairville.1.45
St. Paul’s Ch. 8. S., Greenwich...... 3.10
St. Paul's Ch. S. 8., Cealedonia, Ont. 2 07
Master Rr & C. Rourke, 81.00: Mr.
*J. Deliong , 50c¢.; Miss M. Mec
Luren 5Jc.: Dr. 8. Daly, 50c.,
St. Martins...... coveeeveeennerenne .. 4.00

$14 07 .
Contributions in full..........ccccceen. 1BL7
Coutributions should be addresoca
*‘Alroma Aid Association,” care of Rev.
T, E. Dowliag, Carleton, S John, N. B.



