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iLiTARY Training in Schools.

BY BRIOADIER.OENERAl. W H COTTON. OFFICER COMMANDING
WESTERN ONTARIO.

8oh^l!IIi^f?h."^"'^J"'- ^^^ 27. 1009. before the Teacher, of thePubUoBolioole and of the Secondary Schools »n<J Oollegee of Toronto. I

Colonel Merrilt. (tho chrtinimn.) a.ld.v.ssin^r the incetiiiK in ..pen-
HK chew attentum to the ohjcets of the Cunndian Militai/lnsti t

"

added
'" '""'""'" '"'^' "'"'"^' ^^'"^•'' '"^'^ J"^' f*^'"

« * ^"'T'
'^''"''"' ^'.""t'"""'K. «»'<! '•« would like „n this ,K:ea,sionto take the (.pportunity of notifyinjr all present of the h-eH,re to hegiven on the 12tli of April by liim.

kui- i
)
ot

"I have collected tofrether the u.ilitnry histories (g the worM to

Vi f? * "'m'*'''
'^•*'."^'' '"'•' '^ '" ''y reviewin}; what is done in

won d1>.? M i'1T ^^''^

'"'«''S'^''"
'"^'P-l to form an oninion of what

tTat l«l n .
*" safeguard our own country, ^^ow I allude tothat becau.se events seen, to move very quickly, and we have beenpmfoundly stirred just ately about debates in the House and explan-

a i wl rw''y"' *''V''^!"'^^"''
«'^^ "f '^"•••' «trathconi has.

18 It were struck the chord which should vibrate throuL'h us herethis niorning. I would draw your attention to the staten.en LordStratlcona umkes. He says: 'I an, particularly anxious that thespecial value of military drill, including riHe shootingfor boys si ouldbe constantly borne in mind.' ^ snouiu

dpfpnir:r.^°^^"'/'1°*'- r^P'*-' '""''"- '» t''^ ""^tter of our own

Se shoJ^^^^^
''' ^« ^^''"^ « PatrioticpS f7'"^ '»'^^'« done long years ago. and which wa.s to someextent started by our forefathers, but has been allowe,! to .pseWhat do we hear from the London ri,,ies '. The Timeswelcomes the gifts of the Colonies, but .says that t he best use JowS

o^ ..barter" C
"^^'^''':^ " "' strengtheing the defences each in ouroun<,uaiter. Co-operation in that manner will form the truestform of co-operation in the end. I take it from what Loi Strathcoua has said that his gift is meant, or shouhl be taken to meathlvery commencement of what is to be .lone. I hope t ist he n itthe gitt will be taken in. and that we will have, wlmt we lave ,otow a coinparatively safe Canada. I believe we are at preset Hv^gm a fools paradise. A strong Canada, able, ready and willingAustralia, New Zealand, South Africa the same, all wiU. fecilities S
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GENERAL COTTON'S REMARKS.

My object in asking you to meet ine here to-ilay wan to run over
the exiHting reRulationH governinjr the formation and drill of young
boys and young men in the schoolH, collcgcH and univentitieH, and to
diMCUHH pointH not clear in their conduct and relation to the Militia
Service. It therefore follows that iriy rumarks are not in any Henne
a lecture, but are meant to invite discussion in order that more con-
noted methodN may be observed and a Hystem established where
none exists.

It is only of late that the nation has liecomo keen to questions
of defence and are determined to give serious consideration to pro-
posals following these lines and towards the establishment and main-
tenance of a citizen army.

(lENERAL AI.M OF MIMTIA DEI'ARTMKNT.

OBN9RAI, ORDERS.
February, 1900.

Head(juarters, Ottawa. Ist February. 11)09.

PHYSICAL TKAIMNO AND MILITARY DRILL IN PUBLIC
SCHOOLS.

By an Order in Council of the 13th August, 1908, the agreement
entered into between the educational authorities of the Province of
Nova Scotia and the Minister of Militia and Defence respecting
physical training and military drill in all public bchools of that Pro-
vince was ratified, and, by a further Order in Council of the same
date, sanction was given to making the proposals specified in the
agreement with the educational authorities of Xova Scotia applicable
to the other Provinces of the Dominion, subject to such modifications
as may be agreed upon.

The Orders in Council above referred to read as follows :

—

The Minister of Militia and Defence submits the following
synopsis of proposals entered into between the educational authori-
ties of the Province of Nova Scotia and himself respecting physical
training and military drill in all public schools of that Province :

The Provincial educational authorities have, on their part, under-
taken :—(a) To enforce more generally their regulations respecting
physical training and military drill in all public schools. (6) To
adopt, for the future, a system to be uniform with that of the other
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PnjvinceH of the Dominion And of (Jreat Britain miitabie to tlio aire
aiul sex of the pupils, (e) Tr» enconiaKe the fornmtion of cmlof corpn
and of riHo practice anionjf Iwyn who are oUI euouKh to attend the
high Hcii(X)l (d) To ref|uire. Ufore jjrantinj; n teachern license of
higher j(rade than the 3rd clasM. a certificate of competence to instruct
in physicnl trniniriK »"'<' elenientftiy military drill, such certificate
(jjrade "B Military), to I* issued after the examination of the candi-
date by the Department of Militia and Defence.

As rcjjards (d), these certificates will Iw issuable to teachers of
either sex. There will also be issued a K^ftde "A" (military) certifi-
cate, which will represent competency to instruct in b(jth physical
traininjr an-l advanced military drill, including liHe shooting This
certificate will lie issuable to male teachers only, upon their passini; a
satisfactory examination after a course of instruction carrie<l out at
or under the supervision of a military school of instruction.

The Minister has undertaken, on Iwhalf of the Dominion, to pro-
vide: (ft) Competent instructors at convenient places and seasons in
order to enable teachers to qualify themselves to carry out physic-'
training and military drill

:

j f j
•

(b) The payment of a bonus annually to every qualified teacher
who actually imparts this im -nction. provided he makes himself
eligible therefor by becoming a n. nljer of the militia.

The bonus referred to in the fo.ogoing paragraph shall be paid
only upon the certificate of an inspecting officer of the militia that
the instruction imparted was satisfactory.

The amount of such bonus and the minimum number of b(jys
necessary to form a corps, upon the instruction of which the amount
shall depend, will be as may be hereafter determined.

(c) To supply belts, caps, (if desired), and a proportion of the
arms and ammunition

; also drill books for the more advanced train-
ing of the cadet corps.

(d) To prepare a syllabus of the work required to be done by a
school or college cadet corps, in order to entitle the teacher to the
annual b(jnu8 and to conduct the nece-ssary examinations.

The Minister recommends that the propo-sals for the carrying on
of physical training and military drill in the public schools' of the
Province of Nova Scotia, as outlined above, be approved.

The Committee submit the same for approval.
On a memorandum dated 6th August, 1908, from the Minister of

Mill! i and Defence, recommending, with reference to the promotion
ot physical training ana military drill in the public schools of the
t-rovince of ^ova Scotia, that the said proposals may be made applic-
able to the other Provinces of the Dominion, subject to such modifi-
cations as may be agreed upon.
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.,,?'°'^" '''>' ""'*'»«''»« ^"ow" '« to phyHirnI trnininjr hikI iniliUry

drill It bocomeM mwnnary to form tl.c* pupils into clftHHCH. From tl.oMc
clMMeN arc to bo fHtnbJishtHl ciuiet corpn.

Cndet corps, aifaip, are of thieeclaHHeM:—

(«) Those in attondanco at hcIuk)!h anil cf)l!f>ir. 'iiidi-r Oovcrn-
inont control.

(/>) "ufiils at hcIjooIh or c.llc^rpH not un.icr (Joverninoiit confrol.
(c) Jif >o coiiipoHfd of iadii who. witli tlu-ir piirentH" consent i)re-

fer to join II corpH not connected with ni y .'.Incntional 08tal.li«hnient
Ihe elementary portion wouM be composed of youiiL' people in

the Hchools too underHiwd to cany a rifle or undertake drill cla-sses
.but to whom purely physical exercises in their different staPCM would'
be of incalculable l)enetit.

The next portion would be formed from b.,ys more ijrown and
from the older buys of col!..;;es. These latt.-r to btMlrilk-d and per-
mitted to carry on rifle practice under prescribed iv.rulations and
supervision.

Cailels will commence as recruits, niu] having; attained a fair
.stmidardof erticiency in thesul.jeets laid down will be classified as
JniincU Cutlets.

The Trained Cadets will be instructed in:—
I.—Tarjjet practice on the proper ian;;es.

II.—Infantry trainin;(.

III.—Signalling and field sketching.
Instructors for all of the alK)ve to be provided.
To distinguish between Trained Cadets and the recruits it is

suggested that .soM:e well marked and distinctive badge might be
worn. To obtain and wear this badge would be an incentive to nro-
•lency. .

'

I'NivEH.srrrEs.

Leaving the elementary training in .schools and colleges, we come
to the universities, whose under graduates are nm-j mature and
capable of much physical endurance.

To provide officers for the militia and reserve of ofllcers, an
orticers training corns to be established in the universities is su.'gested
111 order to give .students a standarized mca.sure of military training
with a view to acceptin- comini,ssions in the reserve of officers, or
more directly iii the active portion of the militia.

7 lis is a .serious undertaking and should, to a.ssure success form
an obligatory part of the curriculum of the undergraduates. In this
connection I i >ight oere read a report made by Lt.-Col. J. T Fother-
ingluun to th.. President of the University of Toronto and heads of
colleges.



KKII.UTHV Lt.-CoI.. .1 T. l''..TIIK|{|N.iMAM To TM., ••|tKMI»KX| u>- IIIK
rxiVKIUSITV nf TnUuXTo ANI. TIIK IIkaDh i.K C.I.I.KiJKS AXI. To
TMK (.'oMMirrKK. IX IMK MaTIKK ny rilK Iv lAl.l.lslllXU ..» AN-
oTiiKU Mii.iTiA I'xiT IX my. rxiVKIlsilV.

Oextlkmkv, -
I h.ivo tli« honor to ropoit that with thMP,)iiH,.iit „f r),,. I',vMi.h.|it

I mtorviowiMlat OtiuWH,..!, »li.>2Uhau.| 2.-)th V,A,'v |,isi thr iiMn
th.' Miiiist.-r ol" Militia ami tli." Cliifl' <.|" tli.' (Jon.'i-al Staff:

I liavf to ro|K)it an folloWM:
I. Tli..N..^r..ni!..|,„M), mi.l i,„| | ,.v,.ry m.'inlh.r <.f th« MilitiaU .cil, ar.' Ill fill' -,yiiii-»hy with tin- i.iojcct.

11. Moth (^ii..,.|,s i.n.j MHJill I iiiv.MHiti.-M aro in. viii-' ii„l,..
pi'iKJiMitly in thf saim- ilir.rtion at I hi- pivst-iit tini.v

"

III. Tho matter h..
,
Invn .lis,.nHs..<| at hrad-iiiart. rs as part oC

the i.lai.H of th.' lum.st.r lo.,kiM;r t.. tin- ^.-m-ial intr.Mli.otion of
phyHical training ami .Irill into tli.. pnhlic .schools and utl-r .•.Im-a-
tiunal nistif .oiiH „r th., conntry. It is his .h-siiv, that, if iimli..--
taken, it mIioiiM U- a part of the iiniversityH svUruw of i-hysical
training; for its nn.U.ii,'ra.liiates. an.l Im- thus supported hy the author-
ity ot tlie ui.Aer.sity.

IV. The view.sof the military aiitlh.rities are to .some extent
boMecI u|K,n tho rejjulations of the Army Act of (Jrea. Britain as t.,
oHicers training,' eorps ,xt the Hritish uiiiwrsities. Tli.-v therefore
contemj)late the preparation of a set of rej,nilutions of which some of
the main features may lie

:

(u) The ^nvint,' to such university crps a status sli^r|,t|y ditferen.
from that of ordinary mihtia units, as t<. availability for service in
riots, etc.. ami liability or readiness for milMuu duty durini: the
vacation month.s. •'

' *< '

-

{!>) The corps to he maintained by an annual ;rrant or capitation
allowance not by the ordinary militia pay ; details a.s yet unsettled.

,,.,.l''> V'"^'""^''
'i''">'^. *''|uipnient and accoutrements i.ssu.'d hv

Miiitift Department ; details unsettled.
^

('/» Rstablishment to l)e settlejl later, Init su<r<r,.sted basis of—
I omcer commandinj,'.

"

1 major.

1 medical otticer.

.J 'H'a'ttr '"aster with lion, rank of captain, one ,.f the under
otticials of the university, e. ^'., the iJedell.

1 ad jiu^nt a permanent oHicer from Stanley liarracks. to take
char^re ,„Hler (). (.. ,)f .utorior economy, drill and lectures in militarykw. d.sc.plin.. etc. The ..ourse to be ...,uivalent to a sub.altern's
'•arse a > ^nilar scliool of instruction and followed by examination



and A certlHciitji ontUIiiiK the lu)l<h>r to n roininitsion in liiw \i^n\
ci>rpH or othjr inilitin unit, without further •nmliticntinu till iiextNteu
in rHiik m f;ivi<ii.

'

12 coiiii«ny omeerH. « to .iich of 4 Coyn. of oHtuhliKhniout. to be
<li*ci<UNl on lAttT.

Drill iiihtiuctoiM <>oul<l Im- iiNNi^tit><| ihh nctih^l from the iHMiimiifnt
tr«»|)« at HtJinli-y HiirrnckH in ii<|<iitioii t<. tho UHual N. V. On of tho
unit.

(«•) DrilU and lieturfN »o U' nrrnn^cil at hourM coriNiHlt>nt with
ncadoniic nMiuireaitnts. by th« O. l'.. who woul.l. with ii.ohI of the
other ortictTM, Ijelontj to thu uiiiverMity and coli.-iff HtnlU, nil Ihmul'
f;raduntcH nt any rati*.

(/) In8truction. drill and tHici.'ncy K'-nerally. to I i,., -r control
of A. U., nM with n-jjular militia unitN.

(«/) Term of enlistment to l)c for thr.e yearH. but, tcrminablu at
once by -.ny one leaving oolK-jje at the end of his courHo, or takinu
commi.ssi >i) HI other unit.

K /''UV u'"iT'*\
^'"" *''"'*• '*^''' '^^"' '" ••^''*|>""''»' t" nuoHtioUH asked

by Lt.-Col. ». HugheH with reference to univernity drill coriw, the
MiniHtor IH reported »h Htntinjj that i.i addition to arms, uniform etc
the Government was prepared to furniHh, under tl>e UHual conditionn'.
caretakers and drill 8hed8 ind arniourieM for hucIj iuiit».

I have the honour to Ik*, (Jentleruen,

Your ob<>dient Her\ ant,

.1 T. FoTHEKINiillAM, Lt.-Cuh.nel,

1'. M. ().. Al. I). No. 2.

This or a Romewhat Himilar plai under couNideration in other
Canadian univerHities, and in already tablished in (Jreat Britain, nt
Cambridge, (ilasgow and EdiiKoroug.i among others

At Can)bridge all these If. log influence over their lellowN have
both by prec-pt and example tT-ven to make the Hflhome a Huccess.
The rowing men h^ie made i'.emselves responsible for the field
artillery, riie ca\ y s<|Hadr<)n appealing to tluwe who hunt or play
'^
W^"/^''"*'^'"®'^""*''

'^"'"•''"'>' '•* '"tlt'ljtwl to the engineering school.
The Cambridge contingent consists of

—

1 battalion of infantry.

1 8(|uadron of cavalry.

1 section of tield artillery (2 „uns).
1 company of engineers.

1 section of a tield amimlance.
The University of Cambridge organized a tield day, held about the

middle of bust month, at which alK)ut 2000 embryo otticers, collected
from different sources, attended.



TAKUKT PIIUTU'K.

Turuet |>iiicln'i ='Mii»i.>«(>. ,,f twM |i|iHHfN: -
(Jnllery «iiiiiiuiiitii(ii rMuctici irhiiim
ServicM itiiiiiiuiiitioii |»rtictire on riin^fs.
Atnrt'wmtMM. foriiior wconcIucttMl in Ton.nt.. m tiw unn.un

nml thu iHtU-r to a lindtHl nnd circoiiiNcriUd fxtent :.y Ow irnivt.ii.il

V

Kifle AHHociatiun at Lnm Hmnvli lanyeH.
Thu former can lie much aiit;mi>nt«>(i if nccfmnry.
Ah r»mmlH llm hitt.r, I will r.'u.l inMtiiiciionH iH.siu'<| only an lateM the KUh of the cunvnt month.

Ciiu I'l.Aii Li:'~»-ER,

H. Q. 29. 1.21.

[tol'V.]

Orr^WA. Idth March. nM)9.
From thk AiwrtANT .Jenkhal.

Canaihax Mimtia,

To THE OfkkTH CoMMAXDINU.
Wemtkh.' Ontario.

Univti'gity Rijie Vlvb:

Sir,—
I have the honour, by dirj-ction of the Minister in Militia

l>ouncil. to Htate that the encnuraj^enit-nt of riHo HhootinL'l>y stu.lent*
of univers.tieH ih eon«i(lere.l o- the utmost iinjxirtance. and it in
recjuested that you will make every effort to encourage the formation
of rifle cIubH in hucIi universities as may be in your command.

Ihe organizations should Ik., formed in accordance with the rcffu-
iHtions for riHe associations, inclu.linK the siRnin^ of service rolls
lH.sues of arm.s and ammunition are allowed as to civilian a.HSficialions.

It has been decide.1 that in lieu of the cure and maintenance
allowance paid civilian associutions a special grant may be made to
university ntle clubs t.. cover the cost of markei-s and transport.ition
(where necessary). Each case lo be treated .)n its merits in accinl-
ance with circumstances.

m,.ftrJrM"""?!
'" •''

'^V?!'
^" ^ *'.' ••- '*" ^"' ^""g this important

matter to the att. ,ion of the authoriues interested.
I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

(S<1.) F. L. LE.s.sARn, Colonel,

Adjutant Genera!.
That these conditions could l)e extended to senior Trained Cadets

1 nave no doubt.
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SHJNALUXO.

Si},'tmll!nf,' iH the means hy wliicli oiuinuiiication m observed
between components of ti force, or by means of wliich or<lers may be
disseminated as may be necessary.

The means adopted are numerous, sucli as—
Vhi<f sif^nals.

Disc sij^'nals.

Heliograph and lamp signals.

Semaphore .signals.

Telephone signals.

Telegraph signals.

The transmission of signals l»y projection of beams of light on
overhanging clouds have been resorted to.

Signalling by flag and .semaphore appeals strongly to oadets. The
alphabet is easily and raj.idly accpiired by their (piick and retentive
memories.

A most excellent e.xample of this exists in town bv the Cadets
of the St. Al ban's Catheih-al School, under the charge" of Mr. M. W.
Matthews.

"

All young men are fearless and capable bicycle riders, and a
8(juad of such signallers ,so mounted would be of innuense value.

It niay be mentioned here that tliis address, if I may so call it,

was outlined some time ago, and prior to the recent-war-scare-invasion-
reports cabled us. You are all aware also of the munificent gift (d"

Lord Strathcona towards this general object and comiiumicfrted to
the country within the last four days.

I submit the foregoing, Mr. 'Jliairnian, towards a fui'therance of
the object and in the hope that it may be criticised and discussed.

lenProfe.ssor Ramsey Wright, of the Tniversity of Tonmto, tl

briefly addressed the meeting :

" May I be permitted to express the pleasure I have expei'ienced
in listening to the (leneral's remarks ? The Universities in the U.
S. A. receive a very considerable grant in consideration of tiie fact
that all their students are obliged to take a certain amount of mili-
tary training. I think no one can exaggeratt; the importance in the
matter of health and the good done to the young men who take this
compuls()ry training. Professor Baker has urged that this should be
adopted in our own Universities, and it .seems to ine that one of the
l)est forms wouM be physical training and military drill, as alluded
to by (Jeneral Cotton. J siiall hope that a very" great deal of that
drill be accomplished in the open air rather than in armouries, but

H
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unfortunately our climate does not pennit of this to a verv lar-e
extent."

J -

In conchidiiijj he moved that a vote of thanks on behalf of
University members present be tendered General Cotton for his
lulmirable presentation of the subject.

Mr. James L. Hujjhes, rising, expressed very jjreat pleasure in
secondin<j the vote on behalf of tin Public School Cadet Corps. "

I
feel deeply indebted," said he, "to (Seneral Cotton for outlining,' to us
the nevy scheme. We tn^ve ha.l :U years of experience with^Cadet
Corps in Toronto, and it has always been a matter of regret to me
that after the boys were drilled and leave school there was no means
of holdiiifr them together. I think the boys who have been our
oflicers in th(( different Cadet corps should liave special recognition
from the aovernment and should be kept in training, and that the
country should have the advantage of their service. We have at
present i't companies of fairly well drilled boys. We have six com-
|)anies recognized by the (Jovernment as Cadet companies and have
applied for four more, which has received the sympathy of (ieneral
Cotton, thus we shall soon have ten uniformed companies.

There can be no doubt that young men ought to be trained in
military drill, and that training should begin in the Public schools,
and, as in Australia, it should be made compulsorv. Australia is
therefore ahead of us in this respect, for they have made it compul-
sory throughout the country to have regular training 'ii the schools.
The muniticent gift of Lord Strathcoiia will lead people to pay more
attention to this work now, and I trust the Ontario Government will
consider- the question of compulsory training throughout Ontario. I
think it woald be advisable for the Canadian Military Institute to
meet the Government with regard to a movement in that direction.
There is no doubt that the training in youth is easily acquired and
IS much eiijoye<l by tliem. In Toronto, where we have so many
foreign lads, I am sure the quickest and best way we can make them
respect the British flag is to march them through the streets in
uniform and behind that flag.

"I am glad to tell you that the young men of our staff have one
of the best Rifle Associations in the Dominion, and intend to make it
the best. I hope that our graduate boys who have left the public
schools, and who were leaders in Cadet Corps work in the schools,
may be induced to keep up their rifle shooting. I also trust that
something will be done to organize the boys when they leave school
until they are old enough to enter the regular Militia regiments.

" We are also considering the (juestion of organizing Bands in
dirterent parts of the city to lead the different companies, and we
hoi)e to get a number of citizens to help us in this re.spect.
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" We shall be very pleased to iicctpt whatever can be done for us
through the gift of Lord Strathcona. I take great pleasure in second-
ing the vote of thanks to General Cotton for his admirable address
today."

Professor Baker, of the University of Toronto, said : " When this
Question of University training first came up my own notion was an
Tniversity Battalion. It is within the recollection of some gentle-

men who are present this morning chat the old University company
was useful in this re.spect. I feel that w\uA seems best to General
Cotton and the military authorities is likely to be the best in the
interests of the country.

" Now, let me say that in order to. make a success of this matter
as far as Universities are concerned it is necessary for the Univensity
authorities to pavss a regulation that physical' training is to be
demanded of every student, and permit military training to be
optional. I myself do not see why the University authorities should
not at once approach the question «ind see that military training is

exacted. I do not think religious scruples would interfere. Take
the case of the Quakers, while they might perhaps object to the
military training, they would not object to the physical training
which would be involved.

" I think there will shortly be a movement from a section of the
University that will carry a great deal of weight, i. e., the Medical
Faculty, recommending that physical training should be a necessarj'
part of every student's preparation. To my mind this is more
important than their training in Mathematics and Latin. I am
willing to sacrifice time devoted to the.se in order that they may get
military training, and I have n^ doubt others are prepared to act in
the same way. Thiw, we shall have no difficulty, I think, in intro-
ducing the system so carefully outlined by General Cotton."

General Cotton: " I would like to say that I am entirely respon-
sible for the notes. I did not go so far as to suggesting compulsory
military training, but I did suggest obligatory physical training. I

am quite in accord with your ideas on tho.se subjects."

Professor Lang, continuing the discussion :
" My opinion on the

subject of phy.sical training tally with Professor Baker's, perhaps going
a little further. I am glad to say that we have already some 80 to
100 students at the University undergoing an engii. ing course.
General Cotton's predecessor expressed to me great satisfaction in the
way in which these fellows were taking out commissions. A Rifle
A.saociation, which has been carried on in connection with the Univer-
sity, has been worked up into a state of eflSciency at least equal to any
Rifle Association in Canada.

" I think it is the opinion that we heartily endorse everything
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that has been said in that we approve of Hoine kind of physical train-
ing in Universities, Collefjes and Schools."

Prof. Needier, of the University of Toronto, said that he thought
he was voicing the opinion of most df those present in saying that
they should have the gist of what is proposed to be done in printed
forni. " I should like very much personally to have the wiiole address
of General Cotton in print, to be able to consider it. I feel that
when we leave this meeting many of us will perhaps? not have .so

deHnite. an idea as we should like. With reference to the University
of Toronto llitie As-sociation, of which I am Captain, I may say tliat
this Association has been the means by which several hundreds of
our students have received firstclass training in rifle shooting. In
the members of the Rifle Association at present there are a'^great
many of the undergraduates who are interested in the rural corp.s.
In this way the Rifle As.sociation is furthering to a certain extent the
.same service that old "K" Co'y, Q. O. R., served in days gone by. I
feel that it only needs the slightest encouragement on 'the part of the
Government and the University authorities to launch this scheme of
University corps. There are over 1,000 male students, and to-morrow,
if the scheme were launched, the corps would be more than filled. I

think we are all agreed that this is an opportune moment to launch
such a scheme and get it under way."

Mr. Ritchie, Principal of VVellesley St. Public School, said he was
once a delicate boy in a public school in Toronto, and had physical
training and military training. He belonged to old "K" company
and was asked to take a position in a rifle company at lime of rebellion
in the North-West. He thought, with Inspector Hughes, that
military training would be one of the greatest things that could be
done for the young boys of this city.

Proi. Ellis of the University of Toronto, followed : "Ever since
the time I entered the University Company I thought it might be
made a training school for ofticers of the army. '

In combination
with this training school we might well ha-.e compulsory, I think,
but, at any rate, optional enrollment in the corps, .so that military drill
should be an optional subject. I think that this particular form of
training might extremely well be made to tit in as an option in the
University curriculum, so that it may count towards oxami nation. I
think it only requires the action of the authorities, and this plan, as
outlined, might go into force and be succesijfully carried out to-
morrow."

Captain W. Michell, Classical Master, Jarvis St. Collegiate
Institute, spoke as follows : "As an officer in the Militia, and one
who has been instructor in one of the schools, I think possibly I
might say something that would be of interest. The University
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scheme proposed would undoubtedly be successful. In the liijjh

schools and public schoijlsniilitary training to be successful must be
popular. Mere infantry training will not be entirely popular; there
must be facilities for rifle shooting. At present we are given a certain
amount in the armouries. I think the first thing nece.ssary is to
provide easy facilities for outdoor shooting. Iti every town or county,
at least, in the country there should be an indoor rangt;. If the
schools of Toronto have to use the Long Branch Range that must bo
made more extensive. A boy or man must give up *he groater part
of the day to go there and shoot in the afternoon, when .so man3'
others are waiting to shoot. This is too much to expect of the aver-
age boy. Our lx)ys must be taught to shoot, and I think smaller
ranges should be provided, possibly 400 yds., near the city, that boys
could leave the school at say 3 o'clock and go out and have an after-
noon's practice. That would make up for all the hardsiiips ^^if so
called) of strict military trp.ining. I think this the most important
feature in connection with the whole scheme ; to make it succe-ssful

we must give tlie boys rifles and show them how to use them."
General Cotton :

" The question of increasing the Long Brancli
Rifle Range is under consideration. The long range of modern Are
arms necessitates going far afield to ensure safety."

Prof. Lash Miller said he thought 200 yard ranges could be
obtained very cheaply, and that if such range could be obtained, .say

in the neighborhood of Rosedale, the men would do much more
shooting.

Mr. M. VV. Matthews, Principal of St. Alban's Cathedral School,
said he cordially supported the remarks made by Capt. Michell
with regard to rifle sliooting. " I know it has been a great plea.sure

to the boys to go to Long Branch rifle ranges, but the great objec-
tion is the time taken and the expense. It costs the boy his fare
and then we have to pay $1.00 each for markers.

' With regard to our own school, next year we hope to have a
range of our own in the Humber Valley. We are going to get a
range up to 500 yards properly constructed, and the idea has just

struck me that we might utilize it for the others if it could be
worked."

General Cotton said he would arrange for th rvey of this
rifle range free of any expen.se.

Inspector Hughes said that this .sugge.stion seemed a very excel-
lent one. He had been examining the Don Valley, as he felt we
must have some place where the boys could get out after scliool

hours and practise. As the last speaker had said, we might make a
combination or get one rango east and one west. Perliaps the Govern-
ment might assist us a little in fitting the ranges up.
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Col. Merritt said he thought the Ooverniuont should pay for
then> entirely.

Prof, ^eedler: "Those of us who have been in Germany
Switzerland and other countries know that it is very easy for citizens
to get rifle practice, which is considered a pastime. There they can
tfo out and shoot to their heart's content with very little expense
and the same should be made to apply here.

"I have very great pleasure in nioving the resolution, and think
something practical ought to come of this meeting, and trust this
may be one of many meetings to accomplish the purpose we have in
view.

" I move, seconded by Mr. James L. Hughes

:

"That this meeting o? educationists in the City of Toronto has
listened with pleasure to C^eneral Cotton's a.ldress on military train-
ing in Schools and Colleges and Universities, and is of the opinion
that the arlrmtion of compulsory ph> sical training, iiicludin*' military
<lnll, w(>uld be of great benefit to the youth of the country, and would
(jualify them for effectively doing their duty as citizens."

On motion the following committee was selected to complete the
arrangements for carrying out the objects as set forth in the resolu-
tion

: The President, Lieutenant-Colonel VV. Hamilton Merritt-
Professor Alfred Baker ; James L. Hughes, Chief Inspector of Public
Schools; Profes.sor Lang

; Professor W. Lash Miliar : the Librarian,
Mr. J. S. Carstairs.
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