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GEORGII IIL

R E G 1I S
Magne Britannie, Francie, & Hiberniz,
DECIMO QUARTO.

At the Parliament begun and holden at #7¢f-
minfler, the Tenth Day of May, Auno
Domini 1768,/ in' the Eighth Year of
the Reign of our Sovereign Lord:
GEORGE the Third, by the Grace of
God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland,
King, Defender of the Faith, &e.

ﬁnd from thence continued,By feveral Prorogations, to the |
Thirteenth Day of January, 17745 being the Seventh '
Seffion of the Thirteenth Parliament of Great Britain, '

I, O ND O N1
Byns and WiLLiAM STRARAN, |

Printers to the King’s moft Excellent Majefty.
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C A P.- LXXXIIL

#An A& for making more éffectual
‘i Provifion ' for the Government of
the Province ‘of Quebec in North
America. S

HEREAS His Majefty, by
His Royal Proclamation, bearing
~ Date the Seventh Day of Ofober,
n the Third Year -of His Reign, thought
4t to declare the Provifions which had been
ymade in refpe@ to certain Countries, Terri-
ories, and Iflands in America, ceded to His
Mgjefty by the. definitive Treaty of Peace,
oncluded at Paris on the Tenth Day/ of
;éfab.mary, One thoufand feven hundred and
jdixty-three: And whereas by the - Arrange-
ents made by the faid Royal Procldma-
ion, a very large Extent of Country, within

“ments of the Subjects of France, who claim-

hich there were feveral Colonies and Settle- .

A2 ed
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ed to remain therein under the Faith of the's.
faid Treaty, was left, without any Provifion 4
being made for the Adminiftration of Civil.%
Government therein; and certain Parts of the ;
Territory of Canada, where fedentary Fifheries:’
had been eftablithed and carried on by the
Subjects of France, Inhabitants of the faid;
Province of Canada, under Grants and Con-
ceflions from the Government thereof, were "
annexed to the Government of Newfoundland,
and thereby fubjected to Regulations incon-'
fiftant with the Nature of fuch Fifheries: i}
May it therefore pleafe Your moft Excellent
Majefty, that it may be.enacteds and be it/
enacted by the King’s moft Excellent M4-
jetty, by and with the Advice and Confent ..

of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and

i TR
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Commons, in this prefent Parliament affem- .
bled, and by the Authority of the fame, '

The '{;frridto- That all the Territories, Iflands, and Coun- ¥/
ries, Wlands, yries in North America, belonging to the
?:dzv(i?—;‘/? ‘i, Crown of Great Britain, bounded%n %he South &
;‘r’;m;obé'::ig- by 2 Line from the Bay of Chaleurs, along
B, the  High Lands which divide the Rivers 3
that empty themfelves into the River Saint|j

Lawrence from thofe which fall into the Sea,

to a Point in Forty-five Degrees of Northern

Latitude, on the Eaftern Bank of the River
Connelicut, keeping the fame Latitude directly

Weft, through the Lake Champlain, until, '

in the fame Latitude, it meets the River !

Saint Lawrence; from thence up the Eaftern -

Bank of the faid River to the Lake Ontario; !

thence through the Lake Ontario, and the ;

River commonly called Niagara; and thence

along by the Eaftern and South-eafkern Banl; 2

e or
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 of Lake Eriz, following the faid Bank, until

i
T
i

i
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|
4
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:;/faid Bank which fhall be neareft to the

the fame fhall be interfected by the Northern
Boundary, granted by the Charter of the
Province of 'Penfylvania, in cafe the fame
thall be fo interfeéted ; and from thence along
the faid Northern and Weftern Boundaries
of the faid Province, until the faid Weftern
Boundary ftrike the Obio: But in cafe th} faid
Bank/of the faid Lake fhall not be found to

; be Ao interfected, then following the faid

orth-

nk until it fhall arrive at that Point of the
weftern Angle of the faid Province t:}IPm-

1 fylvanis, and thence, by a right Line, to the

1

- faid North-weftern Angle of the faid Pro-

vince; and thence along the Weftern Boun-

dary of the faid Province, until it ftrike the

+ fippi, and Northward to the Southern Boun-'

River Obio; and along the Bank of the faid
River, Weftward, to the Banks of the Az~

dary of the Territory granted to the Mer-
chants Adventurers of England, trading to
Hudfor’s Bay; and alfo all fuch Territories,
Ilands; and Countries, which have, fince the
Tenth of February, One thoufand feven
hundred and fixty-three, been made Part of
the Government of Newfoundland, be, and
they are ‘hereby, during His Majefty’s
Pleafure, annexed to, and made Part and
Parcel of, the Province of Quebec, as created
and eftablifhed by the faid Royal Proclama-
tion of the Seventh of Oéteder, One thoufand

feven hundred and fixty-three.
Provided always, That nothing herein con-
tained, relative to the Boundary ofthe Pro-
A 3 vince

N4

annexed tothe
Province of
Ql‘ltbﬂ"

Not to affeft
theBoundaiies
of any otlier
Colony ;
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vince of Quebes, thallin. anywﬂ'c aﬁ'e& the
Boundaries of any other Colony.

nortomake  Provided always, and be it enaél‘ed That

yoid other  nothing in this A& contained fhall excend -or

ights for-

merly granted, be conftrued to extend; to make void, or to
. vary-or alter any nght, *Title, or Poﬁéfﬁon,
derived under any Grant, Conveyance, or
otherwife howfoever,. of or to any.Lands
within the faid Province, or. the Provinces
‘thereto- adjoining ; but that the fame fhail re-
‘tnain and be in Force, and have I:.ﬁ'c& as if
this A& had never been made. . ..

Former Provi- ~ And whereas the: Provifions, made. by the

fions made far, faid Proclamasion, in refpet to the. Civil Go-

to be null and vemment of ‘the faid Province of Qusbec, and

}gg ;‘f‘f;7 5 -the Powers and Authorities given to the Go-
. Province, by the Grants and Comimiffions
iffued in Confequence thereof, have been
found, upon Experience, to be inapplicable
to the State and Circumftances of the faid
Province, the Inhabitants whereof amounted,
-at the Conquett, to above Sixty-five thoufand
Perfons, profefling the Religion of the Church
. of Rome, and enjoying an eftablithed Form of
' Conftitution and Syftem of Laws, by which
their Perfons and Property had been protected,
governed, and ordered, for a long feries of
Years, from the Firft Eﬁabhfhment of the faid
Province of Canada ; be it therefore further en-
aced by the Authornty aforefaid, That the
faid Proclamanon, fo far as the fame relates
to the faid Province of Quebec, and the Com-
miffion under the Authority whercof the Go-
vernment of the faid Province is at prefent

adminiftered, and all and every the Ordinance

and

vernor and other Civil Officers of the faid
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- ‘Time, think neceflary and expedient. ]
g [ - Provided
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¥ and Ordinances :made by the Governor and
& Council of Quebec for the Time being,  relative
i to the CivilGovernment and Adminiftration
1 of Juftice in:the faid Province, ,and all Com-
! miffions to Judges'and other Officers thereof,

be, and the fame are hereby revoked, an-
nulled, and made void, from and after the

Firft Day of May, One thpufand feven hun-

dred and feventy-five.. . . : .

-« And, for the;more perfect Security and Eafe. tyhabiants of
of the Minds of the Inhabitants of the faid Pro- Ruebec may
vince, it is hereby declared, That His Majefty’s ;3‘,’,,@,’? ;}gi_
Subjes, profefling the Religion .of the Church gion, fubjett

-of Rome of and in the faid Province of Quebec, © the King's

may have, held, and enjoy, the free Exercife of g‘;’ﬁ%ﬂa?}ags
the Religion of the Church of Rome, fubje&t .

to the King’s Supremacy, declared and efta-

blithed by an At made in the Firft Year of the

Reign of Queen Elizabeth, over all the Do-

minions and Countries which then did, or

thereafter thould belong, to the Imperial

Crown of this Realm; and that the Clergy and theClergy
of the faid Church may hold, receive, and enjoy theirac-
enjoy, their accuftomed Dues and Rights, D
with refpect to fuch Perfons enly as fhall pro-

fefs the faid Religion. \

Provided neverthelefs, That it fhall be Provifion may
lawful for His Majefty, His Heirs or Suc- f madeby
ceffors, to mzke fuch Provifion out. of the fo:-theg';pg’ert
reft of the faid accuftomed Dues and Rights, §f the Prote-
for the Encouragement of the Proteftant Re- = 8"
ligion, and for the Maintenance and Support
of a Proteftant Clergy within the faid Pro-
vince, as he or they fhall, from Time to
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No Perfon Provided always, and be it enacted, That
proffinES™ no Perfon profefling’ the Religion of the
gion obliged Church of Rome;. and refiding in the faid-

o ke e . Province, fhall- be "obliged ‘to take the’

| .. Oath required by the. faid Statute pafied  in
‘the Firft Year of the Reign of Queen Eliza-
* bethy or any other Oaths fubftituted by any

bt to take ‘other Act in the Place thereof, ; "but that
 beforethe . every fuch Perfon who, by :the faid Statute
"fli‘qverltlwr.,&r.‘ is: required to fake the Oath therein men-
Ot °™BE tioned, fhall be “obliged, and is hereby re-
‘quired, to- take and’ fubfcribe the following
Qath . before 'the Governor, or fuch other
“Perfon in fuch Court of Record' as His Ma-

- jefty fhall ‘appoint, who are hereby autha-
tifed to' adminifter the fames vz, .

Theoxth, J A. B. do fincerely promife and fwear, That I
S 7 will be faitbful, -and bear tru¢ Allegiance to
- His Majefly King George, and bim will defend

1o the wimft of my Power, againft all traiterous

" Confpiracies, and Aitempts whaifoever, which

Jhail be nade againfp His Perjon, Crown, and
Dignity , and I will do my utmofp Endeavour to .
difclofe and make known to His Majefly, His

Heirs and Succeffors, all Treafons, aud traiterous

- Confpiracies and Attempts, which I fhall know
10 be againft Him, or any of Them; and all this
- I do fwear, without any Equivocation, mental
. Evgfion, or fecret Refervation, and ‘renouncing.
" all Pardons and Difpenfations from any Power

" or-Perfon whomfoever to the Contrary. .
AT - So help me GOD.

And evéry‘fuéh'Perfori, ‘Whok fhall negléct or

. refofe to take the faid Oath before men-
‘ - tioned
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tioned, fhall incur and be liable to. the fame {.’erffmbfe-
Penalties, Forfeitures, Difabilities, and Incapa- gatioto be
cities, as he would have incurred and been glbie&.to‘:hﬂ
liable to for negle@ting or refufing to take 5eRaltesby
the Oath required by the faid Statute paffed in
the Firft Year of the Reign of Queen Ei-
zabeth. e,

And be it further enafted by the Authority Copadios Sub-
aforefaid, That all His Majefty’s Canadian istts (religious
Subjects, within the Province of Quebec, the cept:ff) :,‘,'a,.
religious Orders and Communities only ex- holﬁ! all their
cepted, may alfo hold and enjoy' their Pro- Foflfions e
perty and Poffeflions, together with all
Cuffors and Ufages relative thereto, and all
other their Civil Rights, in as large, ample,
and beneficial Manner, as if the faid Procla-
mation, Commiflions, Ordinances, and other
Aéts and Inftruments, had not been made,
and as may confift with their Allegiance to
His Majefty, and S).lbje&tion to the Crown .. ..
and Parliament of Gieat Britain; and that in ::m of Cone.
all Matters of Controverfy, relative to Pro- troyerfy, Re-
i perty and Civil Rights, Refort fhall be had to 500 e s
the Laws of Canada, as the Rule for the De- Canada forthe
cifion of the fame; and all Caulfes that fhal] Desifion-
hereafter be inftituted in any of the Courts
of Juftice, to be appointed within and for the
faid Province, by His Majelty, His Heirs
and Succeffors, fhall, with refpect to fuch
Property and Rights, be determined agree-
ably to the faid Laws and Cuftoms of Csnada,
until they fhall be varied or altered by any
Ordinances that fhall, from Time to Time,
be paffed in the faid Province by the Go-
vernor, Lieutenant Governor, or Commander
in- Chief, for the Time being, by and with

the

PN

Sy o M
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Not to extend
to Lands
granted b
His Majetty
in common
Soccage.
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the Advice and Confent of the Legiflative .
Council of the {fame, to be appointed in Man-
ner herein-after mentioned.

Provided always, That nothing in this A&
containeéd fhall extend, or be conftrued to ex-
tend, to any Lands that have been granted
by His Majefty, or fhall hereafter be granted
by His Majefty, His Heirs and Succeffors,

to be holden in free and common Soccage.

" Ownersof

-Goods may
alienate the
fame by Will,-
etes

ifexecuted ac-
cording to the
Laws of Ca-
nada,

Criminal Law
of England to
be continued
in the Pro-
vince,

Provided alfo, That it fhall and may be

" lawful to and for every Perfon that "is owner

of any Lands, Goods, or Credits, in the faid
Province, and that has a Right to alienate the
faid Lands, Goods, or Credits; in his or
her Life-time, by Deed of Sale, Gift, or
otherwife, to devife or bequeath the fame at
his or her Death, by his or her Laft Will and
Teftament; any Law, Ufage, or Cuftom,
heretofore or now prevailing in the Province
to the Contrary hereof in any-wife notwiths
ftanding; fuch Will being executed, either
according to the Laws of Canada, or accord-

- ing to the Forms prefcribed by the Laws.of

England,

And whereas the Certainty and Lenity
of the Criminal Law of England, and the
Benefits and Advantages refulting from the
Ufe of it, have been fenfibly felt by the In-
habitants, - from an Experience of more than
Nine Years, during which it has been uni-
formly adminiftered, be it therefore further
enacted, by the Authority aforefaid, That
the fame fhall continue to be adminiftered,
and fhall be obferved as Law in the Pro-
vince of Quebec, as well in the Defcrip-
tion and Quality of the Offence, as inthe
] : Method
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Method of Profecution and. Trialy and the
Punithments and Forfeiturés thereby in-
flited to the Exclufion of every othér Rule of
Criminal Law, or Mode of Proceeding there-
on, which did or might prevail in the faid
Province before the Year of our Lord One ’
thoufand feven hundred and fixty-four: any

" Thing in this A& to the Contrary thereof in

any Refpect notwithftanding: fubjeét never-
thelefs to fuch Alterations and Amendments
as the Governor, Lieutenant-governor, or
Commander in Chief for the Time being, by
and with the Advice and Confent of the Le-
giflative Council of the faid Province, here-
after to be appointed, fhall, from Time to
Time, caufe to be made therein, in Manner
herein-after directed. o His Maielt
And wheteas it may be neceffary to ordain may“apjpoii,lt\a
many Regulations for the furure Welfare and %°“R§}‘.f,°rof
good Government of the Province of Quebec, th: p,-é?jl;fcw
the Occafions of which cannot now be fore-
feen, nor, without much Delay and Iccon-
venience, be provided for, without intrufting
that Authority, fora certain Time, and under
proper Reftritions, to Perfons refident there:
And whereas it is at prefent inexpedient to
call an Affembly; be it therefore ena@ted by
the Authority aforefaid, That it fhall and
may be lawful for His Majefty, His Heirs
and Succeffors, by Warrant under His or
Their Signet or Sign Manual, and ‘with the
Advice of the Privy Council, to conflitute
and appoint a Council of the Affairs of the
Province' of Queder, to confift of fuch Perfons
refident ‘there, not exceeding Twenty-three,
nor lefs than Seventeen, as His Majefty, His
Heirs
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Heirs and Succeffors, fhall be pleafed to ap-
. whichCoun- point; and, upon the Death, Removal, or
<1 may make ‘Abfence of any of the Members of the faid
with Confent  Council, in like Manner to conftitute and ap-
of the Gover- point fuch and fo many other Perfon or
’ Perfons as fhall be neceffary to fupply the
Vacancy or Vacancies; which Council, fo ap-
pointed and nominated, or the Major Part
thereof, fhall have Power and Authority to
make Ordinances for the Peace, Welfare, and
good Government, of the faid Province, with
the Confent of His Majefty’s Governor, or, in
his Abfence, of the Lieutenant-governor, or
Commander in Chief for the Time being,.
The Councit  Erovided always, That nothing in this A&
are not im- contamid fhall extend to authorlnfe <l)r im-
wered to power the faid Legiflative Council to lay an
%y Taxes, %‘axes or Duties wigthin the faid Province,y fuclyl
Rates and Taxes only excepted as the Inha-
Publick Roads bitants of any Town or Diftri& within the faid
:;?;;}'35“33 Province may bz\authorifed by the faid Coune
" cilto affefs, levy, and apply, within the faid
‘Town or Diftrit, for the Purpofe of making
Roads, ere@ing and repairing publick Build-
ings, or for any other Purpofe refpecting the
local Convenience and Oeconomy of fuch
Town o:i Diftrict. 'd be it enacted by the A
i Provided alfo, and be it ena y the Au-
:\;ft? tobe thority aforefaid, That every Ordinance fo to
Laid before Hs o made, fhall, within Six Months, be tranf-
ajefty for _ " ; :
His Approba- mitted by the Governor, or, in his Abfence,
sion. by the Lieutenant.governor, or Commander
in Chief for the Time being, and laid before
His Majefty for His Royal Approbation;
and if His Majefty fhall think fit to dx{]allovs%
thereo
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" thereof, the fame fhall ceafe and be void from
the Time that His Majefty’s Order in Coun-
¢ cil thereupon fhall be promulgated at Que-

ec. .

. Provided alfo, That no Ordinance touch- Orinances .

ing Religion, or by which any Punifhment may gion not tobe

i be infli¢ted greater than Fine or Imprifon- i f‘;{?‘ﬁ““'

ment for Three Months, fhall be of any jefy's Appro-

. Force or Effect, until the fame fhall have re- bation.

ceived His Majefty’s Approbation.

" Provided .alfo, That no Ordinances fhall WhenOrdi.

i be paffed at any Meeting of the Council ﬂ:’},ﬁé’%;"a

' where lefs than a Majority of the whole Coun- Majority.

s cil is prefent, or at any Time except between

* the Firft Day of January and the Firft Day of

" May, unlefs upon fome urgent Occafion, in

. which Cafe every Member thereof refident

" at Quebec, or within Fifty Miles thereof, fhall

i be perfonally fummoned by the Governor,

;. or, in his Abfence, by the Lieutenant-

. governor, or Commander in Chief for the

ime being, to attend the fame.
And beit further enacted by the Authority Nothing te

" aforefaid, That nothing herein contained fhall hinder His

 extend, orbe conftrued to extend, to prevent gnie’

" orhinder His Majefty, His Heirs and Suc- Courtsof Cri-
ceflors, by His or Their Letters Patent my g
under the Great Seal of Great Britain, .from tical Jurisdice

. erecting, conftituting, and appointing, fuch #o™
Courts of Criminal, Civil, and Ecclefiaftical
Jurifdiction, within and for the faid Province
of Quebec, and appointing, from Time to

. Time, ‘the Judges and Officers thereof, as

- His Majefty, His Heirs.and Succeffa s fhall

think negeffaty! and :pjoper : for’ she ‘éircum-

ftances of thi¢ faid Provingg, .. .-.:.co:

SRS et Bt Provided
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AllA&s for- . Provided always, and it'is hereby enatted, l
are hiereby in. That nothing in this Act congained fHall ex-
{g“;d within “tend, or be conftrued to extend, to repeal or
e Frovinee.  make void, within the faid Province of Quebec; |
' any Act or Acts of the Pitliament of Great
Britain heretofore made, for prohibiting, re-
ftraining, or regulating, the Trade or Com-

merce of His Majefty’s Colonies and Planta-

tions in America; but that all and every the

faid Acts, and alfo all Acts of Patliament

heretofore made concerning’ or refpecting the

faid Colonies and Plantations, fhall be, and

are hereby declared to be, in Force, within

‘the faid Province of Quebec, and every Part

thereof.

......






