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‘PREFACE. -
_ ‘ ~
The plan of the present work ie‘Qimihr to that of the
Forrly Chapters r;f ("'ﬂ//m;rr Histor 2 issited in 1879, ax the tirst

of o \ene\ intended to include a (-mnpleto account of t]w‘,

missfonary labors of the Freneh Jesait Fathers. in the several
quums cantons, in the last half of the seventeenth century,
It has the same distinetive feature, in the nse made of the
Relations for the pnf‘]n wes of loeal history, which helongs to
the previons publication. These 1‘9(‘61‘«1.\‘ of two centuries ago,
are allowed to tell their own st(v‘"ury of devotion-and lieroism,

while thev also serve w most  trustworthy auide to the re-

searches of the antiquarianstopographer, and doeal historian,

as will be seen i the notes to the translations in the text,
and the acc ‘mn]nm\mt' map. .

The writer wonld acknowledge hix m«hn»tcdnn». ax in the
preparation of the Cavuga Chapters, to- Dr. John (nlm:u)
Shea, anthor of  Catholic Missions Agnony the Tudian Triles of
the UL N, (and kindred volumes illastrating the carly history

of the cmm_t!"\f.) for hix counsel and ald, which has been of

“service n varions particulars. - The introductory chapter,

which narrates the first missionary visit o the Indians
. g . [ % .

within the present limits of the state of New York, and

chapter V111 which conelndes the history of the Seneea Mix-

sion, were” furnished by him. while the trmslations that

.



_‘ comnpose ‘the bnd\ of the work. were submitted to his eareful
revision. It .\lm gives me plmsm-' to direct attchtmn to tiw
Totes vmm‘lbntcd by Gen.“John 3. Clark, of Auhmn over
" his own initials, as of special value. They are “the result of
much study and résearch, and 0 ff\r as they relate to Tadian -
village sites, of repeated 1mr\mnl m\pmuun of the several .
localities, nutil Lntm, \.m\ffutwn h(l& been reached, It is.

hardly possible to «ll)pltk‘l.ltt the pam,m Jabor inspired: 11\ tho

trae historic \pmt mqmrfcn to att.uu aceuracy, m thiz de }».u't- :

sment of study. (‘ 1.
AUBURN, N. \ ...In V. 1884,
=

i
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Tesuit Missions Imong the Senecas,

. N

The earliest .ntunp' it mission work an Western New
Y nll\ wiz that of the Franeisean Father Joseph de 1a Roe he
l)u]lnn. a zealons man who thongh of hich rank. belonging
to the fam: i\ of the 1)11]\0\ dn Lad, devoted hmM*lf to the
American missions \\ltlx all their hardships and prive ations,

Sagard preserves the fnllmmw Ietter of this clergyman
addressed to a friend at Angers ine Frinee, giving an aceount
of his visit to the Neuter nation in 1626-7. It }nrup(?rly
forms a dnnln.n v chapter of the present series, since after

- the overthrow of the Neaters by the Trognois in 16500 their
‘territory was incorporated in the Sencea canton and one of

the prineiple \'iH-'w'««' Gandongare, was ‘at the time of the
missionary labors of the Jesuit Fathers mmong the Senceas,
composed Targely of captives from thie conguered nation.  In
the wars between the Trogquois and the ITurons, which resulged
in“ the destrgction of the latter. in 1649, the Neuters' took
part with neither: and it was their nentrs tl position, that’ -r"lw
them their name. ' ‘ .

\'\RRAI]\"F OF FATHER DE LA ROCHE I)AILI()\"'

*Sir:—My humble salntation in-the mercy of Jesas. Tt
is still ponmttetl tliough separated by dl\t.th(’b to visit one's

1 Transldted by Dr. John Gilmary Shea as the introductory (lmmer of the present
work. The notes, together with the sketeh of Brulé which follows the narrutiw. are
also from-his pen, e’(cept a® otherwise indicated.

i

»
%
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© friends by anissives which rewder absent persons present.
“One Indiaes are astonished at this. seemng that we often write
teonr Fathers who are at a distanes from ns, and that by
onr letters they learnonr !huu;_f]‘its’:mvl even what these very
* Dhans had doneat the place of our residence ’

After having wade some stay inonr convent in Canada,
M '(nm‘mmiv;lf&] with onr Fathers, anmd the Reverend Jesnit
Tathers, was indiwecd by relizions im};lﬂli«‘ to visit the
seCentary nations whone we eall Horono and with me the
Reverend Fathers Brebent and De Nowe, Jesuits. ~ Having
arvived there, with all the hard<hips cach one canceonceive,
I reason, of the wietehed roads T received a letter (some

time afte ) from our Reverend Father ,H#\“l’]x' le Caron. by
“whichh he encourazed me 1o push on furtl 1er to a uation
s which we enll Nentral, of which the inter rpreter Brulé told
wonders.  Enconraged by so good o Father and the great
account wade to me of this people, T journeved thither and
et out from the Hurons with this_design. October 18, 1626,
with nnc»n;nnwl Grenolle, and La Vallée, Frenchimen by
nation.'

Passing hy the n: wion of the Pctun 1 nm(h, the (tuinmnt
aned and fn(‘man of a chief who is in @reat repute there,
who promised me to euide us to that Neater nation. and
frrnish Indiang to carry our 1‘:10]\'3"(«'. and the small stock of

l.lu\limns that we he ad laid up, for itis self-deceit to think of -

living 1n these countries as mendicants, these people never

¢

“We have.no knowledue ‘of any one who procecded thither wiﬂi the desizm of
pn aching the gospel, except thie Rev, Father Joseph de la Roche Duillon. Recollect,
who in 1626 made a journey to that coufitry and spent the winter there.™ Relation
1641, p. 74, Itis evident that the Neutérs-lay on hoth sides the Niagara, as late a=
1640, although at that time the Wenro, and perhaps other bands had been forced away

- by the Senecas, and oily the smaller portion of the villazes were on the Troquois side

of the Niacara. From the proximity of Ounontisaston where Father de la Roche win-

rered to’ the Wenros, who were on the Iroyuois frontier, the presuniption is very.strong -

that that Nentral town was east of the Niazara, and in what is now New York.

* Tliese are the Tionontates  or Dinondadies, who were overthrown with the Hirrons,
\

Their deseendants form principally the western h:m(E now kifown as Wyandots.

Ao I o0 a1t <
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thm]\mtr to eive nnless. you pait them mmu (ﬂ»]m.ltlun. and
it i often neeessary to make lunn' \Mt*v\ ‘uul cun p.\“
many nights withont tinding any other shelter than hat. of

“the stars. e fultilled to our satisfaction what he had prom-

ised =, mnd we slept only five nightssin the woods, :mrl o
the sixthoday we arrived at the first \'i]'ln;_-‘:;, where we were
very well receivéd, thanks to onr Lord, and then ‘tn‘i}'mr
other villages which, competing with each other bronght ns’
food.2ome venison, others squashes, neintahony! and thye

ezt they i, and they wereastonished to see me dressed in

the stvle and that T desired nothing belonging to them. only
that Iinvited them by signs to raise their eves to Heaven.
anil make the sign of the Hn v Cross.and what filled them
with wotider was to see me retire at certain hours of the d; ay
to pray to God, and devote mysell to interior excereiges, for
they had never seen religions. exeept towards the l’dnnon\

and the Hurons, their no]«rhhm.\-

At Tast we reached the sixthv village® \\llL‘]C 1 had been
advised to remain: I had a umncxl held here; where vou
will remark. by the wav, that they call “all their ‘zwembhc

“conneils, which thc\ hold seated on the gronnd, as often as it

pleases their chiefs, not in a hall; but in a cabin, or in- the
open field, with very strict silence as long as the chief speaks.
and they are inviolable nb\m vers of what they have onee
conelnded and determinel, '

There T told them through the inter plctor that I lmd come
in the name of the French. to form ailiance and friendszhiyy

'wi»th'th,(;m.,‘-:uul to in\"itc them to come to-ﬂlc trade, that. |

C \n_\ird in his Ilnmn diction: 1r5 explains this 1o be parched com.

¢ He calls this subsequently Onnoutisaston. In 1640 Father Brebenf calls the \xl|~| e

" furthest from the Hurons, and only one day's journey from the Senecas, “the Jast town of

the Neuter nation on the ecast side, ealled Onguiaahra, the same name as the river.”
Relation 1641, p. 5. The town nearest the Hurons was Kandoucho. b, Teotogiaton

‘was midway.  Ib. p. 780 Brebeafand Chaumonot. visited H of the Neuter towns and

apparently crossed the Niagara. p. 78, as Father de la Roche Daillon did. U nfunmmtcl_\
Champlain mentions no Neuter village in his text or map.
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also l)c(_ﬂ_:od them to pcrnut nme ‘Ln rvnmm i their. (nnntr\' in
order to be able to nMruu them in the law of our God. w lmh
is the only means of woing to Heaven,  They aee wpted al
my nﬁcr“. and assured me they were very pleasing to ‘dwm
consoled h\' whicl, T nade them a pre\ont of the little T had,
as little' knives and chcr,tnﬂv.\, which they esteem at a high
price, for in these conntries Yo never treat of anvthing with
the Indians without making them presents of something or
other, and in"retarn they begot me (as they sav) that is. they
declared me a citizen and a c¢hild of the country, and gave me
Jin charge (a mark of great affeetion) to Sonhartssen, whorwas
my father and my host, for according to :1}»_7(-;"&1'\0'\', are aceus-
tomed to eall ns cousin, brother, son. uicle oF nephew, &
This one is the chief of the greatest erédit and aunthority,
who has ever been in all the -nations. for he ix chief not'of’
_his village only, but of all those of his nation, to the number
of twenty-cight, including towns, eities, and villages, built
Tike those of the Huron cnuntr}j, as well as of scvgr:ﬂ hittle
hamlets of seven or eight cabing, built’ in various places,
convenient for fishing, hunting or cultivating the grouand.

This s withoat example among the other nations to have
o absolute a Chief.  He acquired this honor and power hy
hix conrage, and for having several times g()m; to war against
~the seventeen nations who are their enemies and brought
back heads, or Lrought'in prisoners frony all. '

'l‘hg»c-\\lm are valiaut in this stvle are highly esteemed
Samonyg t,hcm.l' And though they have only the war elub and
the bow, yet thet are very war like, and ‘dextercus in these
arms. - After adl this friendly  welcome, our Frenchmen hav-
ing returned, 1 remained, the. happiest man in the world,
hoping to advance something there for God's glory or at
least to discover the means, which would be no small thing,
and to endeavor to learn® the mouth of the river of the Tro-
quois in order to conduct them to the trade.
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I have also done my hest to learn their enstoms and mode
of Life. and during my stay T vizited them in their cabins, to
Know. and instraet thiem, and .1 fonud them sufliciently
tractable, and T often made the Tittle ehildren, who are verv

_'In'i;‘]xt.'st:‘n‘k{,,n:ﬁkw] and dighieveled, make t_hc' sien of the

Holv Cross.and 1 rlf:h:t'rkml that in all these countries Taever
saw any hiumphacked, one-eved, or mishapen.

[ have alwavs seen them firm. in their wish to oo with at
least four canees to the tradeiF T wonld enide them z the whole
diftiendty. was that we did not know the \\':1.\". Yrorguet, an

JIndian known i these conntries, who had come there with

twenty of his people to himnt beaver, awd who took at least
tive handred. \\':li\' never willing to give us :n.l.\' rark to know
the month of the river. He and several Iavons assured us
firmly fhut it wax only ten dayy” =ail to the place of trade, but

“we owere afraid of taking one river for another, and losing

onr way ordying of starvation in the Tand.”

For three months T had every reasdn in the world to be
satistiod with my people. Bat the ITudns having discovered
that [ taiked of taking them to the tradel spread through all
the village where they passed. very evil rumors“ahont me,
that T was o great’ magician ;that T had diseased the air in
their conntrey amd poisoned several @ that if they did not soon

Cmadee way with e that Twould set tire to their villages, and

make ail their children die: in tineg that- [ was, s they rep-
vesented. an Atefaie—this 1= their word to stanifv one who

makes sorceries, which theyv hold in the greatest horror : and,

by thesway, know that there are many sorcerérs who under-

talie to cure the <ick by mummeries and other fineies!

In fine, these Hnrons have alwavs told them =o much evil
of the Freneh that they conld imagine, in order to divert
them from trading with us, that the Frencl were inapproach-

-

1 When the Jesnits Brebeuf and Chanmonot attempted a mission among the Neuters
i 1610, the same gecnsations were'made against them by Hnrone,  Relation 1641, p. 75
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able, harsh, sad and melancholy men. who live on notuing

but siakes and poison: that we eat the thander' (which
they imagine to be an unparalleled monster, relating strange |
stories about it): that we all had tails like .mmnl\ and -
‘that onr women had only one breast, which was in the mid-
dle*of the bosom: that they bore five or'six children at a
birth, auil thev added a thousand other absurdities to make

us hated by them. ' :

And in fact these zood people who are very easily per-
suaded, coneeived such a mi%m'\"tnf me, as . S00N as any ouc
fell sick. they eame to qsk me whether it was not trae that 1
had poisoned Inm that they would surely kill me if T'did
not cure him. 1 had much difficatty in excusing and defend-
ng mxscll. At last ten men of the last village called Ona-
roronon,’ one day's nnrch from the Hiroquois, their kindred
and friends, coming to trade in-our village, came 10 =ce e
and invited me to visit them in return at their village, 1
prmmw(l to do so without fail, when the snow had melted, and
to give thmn all some trifles, with which they showed them.
sclves satisfied.  Therenpon  they left the cabin where. 1
lodged, all the time Liding their evil designs against me, and
secing that it was growing late, they came back to sce me,
and brusquely began to gnarrel with me, without provoca-
tion.  One knocked me down with a blow of his fist, and the

Cother took an axe, and as he was about to la wmv head open,
God diverted his hand and turned the blow on 1 post that was
there near me. [ received several other ill treatments, but that
is what we come to seck in these countries, Quieting a little,

' This had reference to the nxe of gunpowder. - .

.+ * The Wenrohronons fornied hitherto one of the nitions associated to the Nenter
nation'and were situated on their borders.on the side of the Hiroquoixs, the common
enemy of allthese nations.”  Relation 1639, p. 5% After stating their abandonment by
the Nenters and their emigration to the Huron country it speanks of their march of
more than $0 leazues, on which there were more thun 6109 persons, the women and little
(hlldrcn constituting the greater part.”—1Th. p 6.

]
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they wented their anzer on the little property we had feft

Thev took our writinz desk, blanket. breviary wund onre baz

which there were some pocket- knives. needles awls and

other little things. of like quality, and having thas ~mh»--l

me. they went off all that night overjoved at their exploin
“and on arriving at their village, on. making an exaniiiation
“of their booty, touched perhaps by a repenitance come from the

Most High, th(;'y sent me back our breviary, compass, writing

desk. blanket aml =ack, but it was quite empty. .

On theirarrival in my village. called Ounentisaston, thepe
were only womren there, the men having gone to hunt stawes,
On their return they manifested to me _that they were sorry
for the 111\.1\&1‘ that had befadlen me. then o !n('!'(’rﬁ‘.:l.\'.
said about it. ' '

The rumor =pread folth\nth to the Hurons, that T hu
been killed, Awherenpon the good Fathers Brebeaf wnd e
Noue, who had remained thereysent Grenolle promptly tome
to leary the trath, with orders that if T were alive to bring e

“back, to which T was invited also by the letter which theyv
had written me with the pen of thetr good will, and T hid not
wish to guinsay them, ~m(c such was their adviee and that
of all the French, who feared more disasters than profit Hy
“my death, and thus returned 1o the conntry of oar Hurons,
where T am-at present all admiring the divine effects of
Heaven. ‘ ‘ '

The country of thiz Neuter nation ix incomparahly areater,
tiner and bettér than any other of all these countries! There

—

i ** There i= also two_days" journey from these (the Petuns) another nation of Indiau~
who raise a great quantity of tobweo, onthe «ide towards the south, who arecalled tho -
Neuter nations who number 4.000 warriors, who dwell west of the lake of the Entonii-
onorons, 8 to 100 leagues in extent.” Laverdiere's Champlain, 16i9, p. 60, * These -
Neu.ers enjoy, sccording to the report of some, eighty leagues of country, where thes
raise very cood tobaceo, which they trade with their neighbors. They assist the Che
veux Relevez (Ottawasi azainst the Nation of Fire, of whom they are mortal enciies:
bat between the Hiroquois and onr Hurons * * # they had peace and remained neurral
between the two natlon<.” Sarard, p’ 843 * From the firat town of the Neuter nation
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i= an ineredible number of stags there. which they do not take
one by one, as is.done on this side. but making three hedges
in aspacions place, they ran them all aliead, until they eol-
lect them in this place, where they take them:: mnl‘ﬂu{\' have
thiz maxim for all kinds of :mimu!{ whether thev need them
or not. to kill all they find. for fear, as they say, that-if they
do not take them the beists wonld gn‘:md inform the others
“how they had been pursued, wnd that afterwards in their
nedes<ity, they would no longer find any. .\ wreat abund-
ance of moose or clk, beaver, raccoons, and  black squireels,
Jarger than those of Franee, are found there, a great quiantity
of wild geese; turkevs, ermes, and other animals, wlich
remain there all winter, which ix not long nor yigorous as in
Canada, and no snow had fallen there on the 224 of Novem-
ber, which was not at most more than two feet deep,
anid began to melt on the 26th of January. On the Sth of
March' there -was no longer any at all i the open plaves,
thougah there was o little, indeed. i the woods.  Residenee
there is pleasant and convenient enongh! the rivers. furmish
quamntities of very good fish. the soil gives good corn more
than for their want.  There are squashes, beans and other
vegetables in plenty, and very good oil which they eall a
Touronton.? so that I do not doubt bat that we should settle

found on proceeding from here (the Harons) keeping on <outh or southwest it ix about
Jour day~® journey to themouth of the o fanrous river of that nation in Ontario or
Lake St. Loniv.  Thix side of that river and not beyond i, nx & certain map states, are
the moxt of the towns of the Neuater nation. There are three or four hevond ranged
from east to west towards the Nation of the Cat or Enechronons,  This river ix that by
which onr great lake of the Hurons or Mef Douce. which flows fir<t into that of Erie or
the Nation of the Cat, and there it entersinto the lands of the Neuter nation and takexthe
name of Onguniashra, Hill it empties into Ontario.” —Relation 1641, p. 1. The map re
ferred to is evidently Champ'ain s, of 1632, wherehe makes the Niagara run from west
to east and places the Neuters entirely west of Lake Ontario und sonth of the Niagara.
The oil springs in their country were evidently east not west of that river.

I Thix fixes apparently the period of his stay in the (-Qunlr_\" of the Neaters from
November 22, 1626, to about Mareh 8, 1627, ’

: *The copyist of the Father's letter mistook in my opinion. the Iuron word Otor-
onton. which he makes to mean ai/ o for it s, propeely speakivg, wwch, or O ! how
rrench there x| --Sagard, p. 893, )

v
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there rathér than elzewhere, and. donbitless on a donger stav N~
there wonld T hope of advancing God's clorv, which s
more to bhe soncht than aneht ez, and their conversion s
more to be hoped for the faith than that of the Tharons, and
I am astonizhied ow the: Company of Merehants, smee the
time they have come to these countries, have notmdide some
Frenehmen seimter in <l country o Tosnv assured]y that o
woniid be very easy 1o dead them to the trades wineh wonld
T arent {lJ\'.‘i'i‘l’f‘.“I_'_"‘t“f" cocand ot by o short and easy
ronte,” a< 1 have already tolld von, for to oo trding 10 the
Hurons amid all the diffienlt rapidz, aond wdwavs i danger
of drowning, is scarcely attractive, el then tomareh for i
Cddays from the Hurons to this eonnteyv: erossing the lind by
fearful and :l\\‘fl.l].‘ rontes as I have seen —these are insup-
portabie hardstips wnd he alone Kuows" it who has found
him=ell smod them.,

I sav then that the gentlenen associates shoubld iy
opinion, send some Frenelmen to winter in the (‘«HIHTI'.\‘. ol
the Neuters, who are less remote than that of the Hurons.

for they can yroceed by the Tnke of the Hiroquos to the
place where the trade is held i ten davs ar most s this lake

s theirsalso, the one or the oie shoresmnd thie others on
U T eonjecture also easily the proximity of the Neaters to Quebee in thar the Hir
oquois are nearer to the Freneh rhan the Hirons are, and the Neuters are only s day '~

journey from the Hirognoi< who all lie southward . — sooand.
2 The place of trade, already several times mentioned, was on Lake St Peter, about
fifty miles below Montreal. Sagard in 1836 say<: ™ % “Afler hmving been re

freshed (R several days with our brethren, and enjored their swect conversation, in
our little Conyent. we axcended in onr barques by the River St bawrence for the trad,
of the Cape of Vieton y, which is from Qnebec about fifty leavnes, = * % = We reached
Lake St. Peter, which ix six af seven leagnes long, and three or four wide in places, and
- four fathoms decp where the water is still. * * 7 2 A littde 2bove the ontlet of the
lake we enter the harhor of Cape Vietory and cast anchor abont £ix or seven o'clock in
the evening of the day of St Mazdalen, where already were encamped ajong the bank,
a great numbet of savawes of varions nations for the trade of earers with the French
* o+ x * From the harbor one =eex in front ~ix or seven islands covered with heautiful
trees of nniforin heizht, which coneeal from view the take and the river of the Jro.
qnoik, which discharges jtself into the great river opposite the harbor (Sazard '~
History of Canada, I, 1727, 8. €
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the other. but ] <ee one obstacle, which is thev hardly know
how to nanage eanoes, especially at rapids althongh there
are only two, bat thev are Jonz and dangeronz, Their read
trade i3 hanting and war outzide of that they are crewt
sluggards, whom von see like begoars 1 France, when thev
are full. Iving on their belly in the =un. - Their Tife. Tike that
of the Hurons, \'i*r\' dizsolnte, and their manners - and ens-
toms mmwlv w same. Thé Jangnage is different, however;
but they nnderstand cacli other as the A lgommequins and
Montagnais do.” s for elothes, do not look for any amonz
them, for they do not wear even breech cloths, which s
very strange. and is searcély found in the most savage tribes.
Al to tell you the trnth it would not be expedient 1o let
all kinds of people come Lere, for the wicked hfe of sone
Frenchmen is a pernicions example to them, and inall these
countries, the people thongh barbarons, reproach us, saving
that we teach them things contrary to what our Frenchme:
Cpractice. Think. =irc what weight onr words can have after
that: yet better is o be hoped for, sinee whiit consoled me
on my return was to sce that our countrvmen had:made
their peace with our Lord, had confessed and received com-
munion at Baster, and had sent away their women %and have
since been more guirded
[ mnust tell vou that they “treated onr Fathers so harshly,
that even two men of whon theJesuit Fathers had «1(-pl'i\'wl‘
themzelves for their accommedation, have been driven ont by
foree, and they were unwilling to give them any provigions
to nourish and snpport =ome Indian bovs who desired to live
with us, although they promised to have them remunerated
by some of onr benefactors. It is eruel to be treateid i this

1 our Hurons call the Neuter nation Attiwandaronk, as much a< to say, ** People of |
 a languaye w little different,” for as to nations which speak a language that they do not
understand at all, they call them Akwanake, of whatever nation they may be, as if 1o
sy “Steangers.”  The people of Neuter Nation in turn for the same reason eall our
Harone “Attiwandaronk.”  Relation 1641, p. 72
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=ort, hvour verv conntrvmen. bat since we are Friars Minor,

onr condition is to saffer and to pray to God to give us
patience, ' o -
It ix suid that two new Fathers eame to ng from Franee.

named Father Daniel Boursier and Father Francis de Bin-
ville, who had heen promised us alrewdy Tast vear @ if this he
o, [ bes vou as a crowning of all your tronble, that you take
for me. ta let me have withont fail a habit that they canr send
me, it iz all that T ask, for no ¢loth ix made here. and onrs
Sbeing all worn ont, I cannot ‘o withont one. The poor
religions of St. Francis having food and ¢lothing. this is their
whole lot on earth: Heaven we hope under favor of our
“good God in whose service we must. volantarily devote our
life for the salvation of these benighted people, in order that
it please himg if he aceept onr care, to make Christianity
“Hourish in these conntries.  Gexl pvnmt~ martyrdom to” those
who merit it, I aun sorry not to be in that state, and vet |
i not unaware that to be recognized a true servant of God,
one must expose himself for his brethren.  Come then bravely
pain and toiloall difticulties and death itself will be agreeable
to me, God's graee being with me, which 1 implore by means
of the pravers of all our good friends over tluw whose, sir,
and vonr most humble sepvant,

i I am in our Lord.

Dated at Tomrichain, a Huron village,-this 18th day of July, 1627,

_Stcphen Bruld, whose Clllnj__"_\‘ of t,]l(‘._('mlnt!"\' of the Neuters
led Father de la Roche Daillon, to visit them, had, we mst
infer, alreadv been in that part of the country, and been struck
by its advantages,  He eame overat a very early age and was
emploved by Champlain from about 1610 and perhaps carlier-
He was one of the tirst explorers, proceeding to the Iuron
country and acquiring their langnage so as to serve as inter-
preter. (Laverdieres Chanrplain, vi pp. 244-266). As carly as
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\optmn}wr 1615, when Chainpl i was preparing to join the
Hurons in their expedition agunst the Entouohonorons, in
Central New Y url\. Stephen” Bruld set ont with a p:n"’t_v of
fwelve Iharons from Upper Canada for the towns of the
Carantonanuais, allies of the: Ilurons: living on the \'usqm'-'
hanna, and evidently lux'mm«fp art of the confederacy known
fater as tho Andastes, (I, {161 .)) i -8D), to secare t]l«'ll‘
Co-oper: ation acainst the enemy.

e erossed from Lake Ont; ario ap Ivn'enﬂ\' to the Sasque.,

“Lanna, defeated a <mall Trogquoi = party and entered the Car-
antowannais town v trinmph.  The foreeanarched too slowly
to join Champlain. and Bralé retarned to their conntry where
he \\"i:mvrm]; e deseended their river (the Susquehannad
visiting the neighboring tribes. meeting several who eom-
plained of the i :mnn <x of the Duteh, - At last he started to
rejoin Qs (nmm\xm m bt hig party was attacked and seat-
tered h‘\ the Troquoiz. and Brald losing hisoway entered
Troguois village,  He t|‘i“;] to convinee them that he was
not-of the xame nation of whites who Tiad just heen attacking
them, but thev fell upon him. tnw ont his nails aned beard
and began to burn him in different parts of the body. He-

_was far from being :in exemplary character, hut wore an
Agnus Deicand when the Tndians went to tear this from his
neck he threatened them with the vengeance of Heaven.
Jhast then acterrible thander “storn came up, his torigentor s
fled and the chief releazed hime After e had <pcni somg
time with them they escorted him four days™ jeuriey aud he,
made his-way to the Atinonaentans, ‘the Huron tribe oceu-
pying the peninsala between Nattawassaga and M: atchedash
bavs on Lake Huror i Laverdiere's (“’lmmplun 1819, pp. 134~

-~

140, 1615, p. 26 Sagard, Iistoire du Canada. p. 466.)

| Carantounn wax in the emvirons of present Waverly, in Tioga County, N. Y., on
the line between Pennsylvania and'New York. on the east side of Chiempng River. It
was enclbued by a palisaded work, the remsin< of which ure satill plain to be seen, con-
taining about ten acre~. Brul¢ reported that in 1615 it contained 800 warriors.—J. &, C.
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1l Sound Champlain in 1618, and made his report to
him. It was apparently on this return mareh that he passed
through the fcrritnry of the Neuters, as it wonld be lis safest
course.  We tind him in-Quebee in 1623, when he was sent
to aneet and bring down the Hurons coming to, trade. e
returneds with them, leading a0 very dissolnte life among the
Lndians (as Sagard complained).—Laverdiere's -Champlain,
1624, p. S When Kirk took Quebee he went over to the
English, apd was sent up to the Hurons'in their interest in
1629, notwithstanding the bitter reproaches of Champlain.
Ih. 1632, p. 267.). Sagard, writing in 1636, states that pro-
voked at his conduet theé Huorows put him to” death and-
devoured him.—=Sagard, Histoire du Canada, p. 466, Lejeane
Relation 1633, p. 34 The datter fact 15 not mentioned by
the Jesuits. "From:the remark of Father Brebenf (Relation
1635, p. 28.) it would scem that he met his death at the very
town. Toanchain. whenee Father de la Roche wrote, It was
about a mile from Thumder Bay.—Laverdiere’s Champlain
1619, p. 27, o = e
Such was the fate of the man who was the first to cross

from Lake Ontario to the Susquehanna. and pass from the
vitlage of the Iroquots through the Neatral territory to the

/ shores of Lake Huron. ’

Il

Ul
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The fonnder of the first mission amonyg the Senecas 1n
1656 was Father Jozeph -Chanmonot. an old Huron mission-
arv, not less distinguished for his eloquence than for his
pious devotion.  He came to Onondaga. the-capital of the
Iroquois Confederacy, the \c:n' previous, together with Father
Clande Dablon. and remained - there daring the winter of
©1655-6. preparing the way for the c~mb11\hmcm of missions
“in the several Imqums cantotis.! ‘ ’

The following narrative of his work in founding the \Ln-
eca missions, is trauslated from Ch‘l}'tel‘ XViL of ]l'/ulmu for
1657, viz:

CONCERNING THE PUBLICATION OF ’I‘}lb FAITH AMONG THE
SONNONTOUANS. '

The country of the Sonnontouans (Scnecas), which is mueh
“the most fertile and populoas of ‘the cantons of the Troquois,
containg two very large towns and a number of lesser vil-
lages, besides a town of the Hurons named St. Michael. who
took wflwc there in order to escape the common ¢ ‘]‘““‘,W of |
their nation”  These Hurons, who have plc.\mv(?d their

i For the preliminary hi«mryr‘ >mmon to the Iroquois missions, see Karly (711/}:/r1'~' of
Caynga Hixtory, pp. 9-20.

2 Relations des Jexuitexcontenaqnt ce qm ~ext prpm e plus reimar /],mbh Aans les issions
dex Peres de la Compannie de Josux dinz le Nowrelle France.  Quebec, 1858, The stthse-
(uent references o the Relations are to this edition unless otherwise indicated.

5 The Hurons, ax 2 nation, were destroyed by the Iroquois in 1649, This village wasx
composed of the survivors of the missions of St. Michacl and 'St John insthe Huron
country. In 16536 the Senecas had two very large villages Sonnontouan and Gandagzan :
another imporumt' ane made up of captive Onnontiozas, Neuters and Hurons called in
669 Ghudongamc and several smaller villages in all not fes=<'than «ix. '
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enstoms and particular habitse live separate from: the Tro-

pois, and eontent themselves with being one with theni in
oo feeling and friend=hip. . Not having a suflicient number
of Tnborers to eultivate the whole of this extensive tiold, we
coniine onrselves to preaching the gool tidings to them, hav-
e exehanged with them presents of ceremony and atlianee,
For a< soon as Father € hamonot, ononr_arrival i the
‘Troqioisy comntry, had adopted the Cavugas ws ehildren of
U:n»'nu»‘ he went to\Sence: to adopt that people ax brothers
medeed, after the anner of -the Faith to which we wonld dis

v

podes them.

[Taving aszembled the sachems of Gandagun the prinei-.

pal town of the Seneeascand made the cnstomary’ presents

of atliznee, he commenced i an earnest and elevated tone of '

voiee to explain the principal trnﬂw of the gospel, which he
sealed with three very heantiful prese m~ that he had reserved
for the purpose: and to Jpress the matter =till Tarther, “M_\-

<elf " he said, ¢ T give with these as gnarantee of the truths

which I preach: and if my life, which T consecrate to vou,
~hould seem to you of little account, I offer to vou the Jives
of w1l the French who have followed me to Gannenta® as

atestimdny of the Faith which T proclaim to yon.” Do yon

not put confidence in these livi ing  presents—these noble
braves? Can- yon be =0 simple as to think that such a
dourageous band wonld leave their native cotintry, the.nost
creeible and beautifal in the worlil, suffer so great hard-
. . - 3 .
S nlrs and come so far, to bring vou a lie?
e .

! For an acconnt of thix interesting ceremony m rether with the speech nf \.um(hm
awa, the distinguished Cayuga orator, en the oceasion, see Farly Chapters ot Ctywge
Historu, pp. 15, 16, Onotitio was the  name by which the ' French Governor was known
to the Iroquois, : '

¥ See note on Sepced towns, p. 25, : - ) )

. The rite of the Onondawy Mission of St. Mary. Tt was also the ~cat of a Freneli
uth\ of kome forty persons who had accompanied the missjonaries from Quebec.
under command of M. Du Puys, and was situated on the north side of the ()mmd‘xf_'

~lake, about midwiy betnee n its two extremities,

7

L
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The result proved that these barbarians were move 1 by the
disconrse of the Father. For after dae deliberation over the
tiatter, thev answered that they believed whyt we baud the
voodness to present to them. and embraced the Faith, and
entreated with great carnestness that the Father wonld live
with them, the ’m-tivr to instruct them in our m\’;:t-ci"cs
~ There was one maore deeply tonched than the rest, whe would

not consent that the Father should depart unti! he, himself, ‘

was instructed aid lmptmﬂ. and he had also obtained for his .

wife the same 1).1' miness.  Godd has blessed the 1‘11)‘:)1'.\"0{ this
- Father with similar stieeess it the other towns.

Anmnonkentitaoui. who is the chief of this people: resolved
to surpass all others in zeal, and to be himself one of the
first to become a Cinistinn - A cancer which had caten into
hiz thigh, having contined “him “to the bed, the Father

“although indisposed. saw him-and converted him to the
Faith of which lie will be a gx‘ at sapport i his country,
singe God seems with this end in view. to have healéd hiin of
a discase which all thonght to be incurable.

Among the many Hurons who have kept their faith durmw
their-captivity, the 1 Cather et with o woman who had pre--
served the zeal of a zood Christian, and from whom he
jearned that the Inrons of the Isle of Orleans, continued in
the practice of our religion with. all their former devotion:
and that one of them named Jacques Otsiaonens, had aston-
ished by his fortitude the Iroquois who burned him, not
omitting to repeat at length the usual prayers and invoking
without ceasing the” name «)f Jesus during the whole of his

Ctorture.?

‘1 See note on Seneca towns, p. 25.

+ At the dispersion of the Huron nation and with it th missions, 2 number rought
tefuge under French protection at'Quebee, and after a while were removed to the Isle
of Orleans in the vicinity, where a church and a fort were built ; and the cultivation of
the soil gave the refugees an ample support. Guided by Fathers Leonard Garreau and

Chaumonot, two of their surviving pastors in their own conntry, they are vaid to have
become modelr of piety and devotion,
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The Hurons of St. Michael' did not manifest any less signs

of piety, being filled with joy at seeing-again one of their *

dear pastors, each asking forthwith absolution for limself or

‘baptism for his children. Even the old men who despised

ISENECA Towxs.—-“’hcnfth& Renecns were first known to the whites, and from that.
time np to the French expedition of Denonville'in 1687, they had four principal, towns.
In 1669 according to Galinde, they were living in five villages, two of which contained
a hundred cabins each, the others from twenty to thirty. At thistime certainly two. and
probuably three of the Iargest were- enclosed by palisades. In 1677 when visited by
Greenhalgh, an Alhzm‘y‘ trader, ‘they were occupying four villages, none of which were
palisaded. Frequent changes of location with the larre towns.was a necéssity.  Abbe
Belmont who accompanied Denonville in 1687 says ** they change their locations every
ten years in order to bring themselves near the woods.""  Thiswas probably true of
the larger villages, but ‘the &maller ones might continue for twenty vears or more:

_During the time of the Jesuit Missions -amonz the Senccas, and up to 1687 the four

principal villages occupied the relative positions judicated in-the followine diagra
. ; R o X .
' : . wNorth, - . .

O - - 10 miles. . - -. 0 GANDAGARO,
. - . ™ . -
R . ~ . a =
GANDACHIORAGOU, o ' o
. Gannounata, . S
Keinthe. . Seneth.

Of GANDAGALO it is knawn cerfainly that in 1677 and 1657 it was on the great hill,

known ss” Boughton il a mule south, of the village of Victor in Ontario ‘couity.
Greenhalgh says it contained one huundred and fifty honees, located on the top of a great
hill and was not = stockadoed.™  In 1662 Galinée describes it asin a Jurge plain about
two leagires in circumference, on the edee of asmall hill and surrounded with palisades,
No indications of a palisaded work of this character bave been forud, on, or in tlie
vicinity of Boughton Hill.  Denonville found some kind of a work, o1 the hill north of

" Yictor, and some evidences of a minor Indian villace have been foiind xhvh;. but the

preponderance of evidence. goes to show that Gandazan was south of tiie great hill on

‘the farm of Mr. Chiapin, In this vidinity, m different locations have been found pipes,

beads, iron hatchets, brass keftlos, numerons skeletons. and ali the al accompaui-
ments ‘of important, Indian villazes. This‘Ganzadan afias Gandazare’ Was the =St
Jamnes ™ of the mirsionaries, the Capital and residence of the chicf sachem who presided
over the grand councils of the tribe )

GANDOUGARAE, the ** St Michael ™ of the missionaries, peopied principally by cap-
tives from the Huron and other conque
and a half to four miles south of the capitai town. A Site on the east widé of Mud creek
on the'hine hetween the towns of Canandaigna and East Bloomgield about five mifes
south-east of Victor; appears to have been one site of-this villaze! Other, sites were
probably onr, or in the vicinity of the Chapin farm, directly soutl of Boughton Hill.

The two eastern villages after their destruction in’ 1587 gradnally drifted eastward,
and were found & hundred years fater by Sullivan near present Geneva, In 1320 they
were two miles east of the foot of Canandaigna lake ; in 1350 on the White Sprines fann
two miles south-west, and on Burrell's creek. four miles south-west of Geneva : in 1756
at the O1d Castle two miles horth-west of Geneva, ‘o )

SoNNONTOUAN alias Totiacton, Tegarnhies, the * Conception ™ of the missionaries
was located 'a mile and a half N. N. W, of Honeove Falls in the town of Mendon,

Ty

d tribeg. was located at different dates from one

~N
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the Jizht of the Gospel while their Taud tlonrizhed. songht it
with great easerness. azking immediate baptism. How true
it is. that afiliction  giveth nnders t'mrlmq. and adversity
opencthe the eves of them whom prosperity hail ‘blinded.
But pleasant as were these fruits of the Gospel, the Father
was nevertheless oblized to deprive himself of them, pressing:
.work calling him elsewhere.’ ‘
On his way (back to Onondaga) he lwl an c\ceﬂmt oppor-
tunity to l‘ldl(,lllt, a superstition of tlu' intidels, his guide

\Innmt* county. It is indicated on Galinée’s mapas - Fath¢r Fremin'a village™ Tt .
was about ten miles directly west of (mm‘ing'nm on Boughton Hill, in a bend of Hon-
eoye creck, which at this point sweeps aroand. abruptly to the west, forming a right
angle oni the east and north sides of the town. A second location and prohably the one
occupied in 1657 when destroyed by fire, was on the Ball farm. a mile west of Honcose
Falls village. Here, on 2 space of aboutetwenty acres, a great abundance of reliex have
heen found, of copper,‘glass and iron 1 hrass crossex, medals and rings, and hundreds
of iron hatchetz bearing evidénce of having paswed through-fire. This great village
. was the western door of the Long meﬁn, and the re~1dence of Tegaronhiex hence rome-
_ times called Tegaronhies town. -

GANDACHIORAGLU, the western small town, was prnhab'\ on the site of the present
villawe of Lima, four niiles south of the great town swhen located near Honecye Falla
The relics foand here are abundant. and indicate an vmpurnml hut not a large town.

These western villages nfter 1687, drifted somh and then west, occupying several dif-
ferent Jocations, and probably reached the Genewee river abonut 1740, Kallivan fonnd
them in 1779 in two villages, oneeast and one wekt of the river. aped 2 third small oné,
near the head of Conexus lake.—J3. 8. C. '

! Father PETER MARY Jo<EPH CHAUMONOT, or #a he ju sometimes called. CliAcMoON-
NoT:, was born in 161¢, ‘near Chatillon Sar Scine. where his father was a 'wine dresser.
While nrndj'ing with his uncle, a priest, he was induced by a wicked associate to rob -
his zu:}r'dizm and go to Baume to finish his stadies.  Soon disabused. he feared to return,.
and proceeded on a pilgrimage to Rome.  After a variety, of adventures, which he has
“nimitably described. he entered the ‘Sncicty‘w')r Jesus, ,on the 18th of May, 163+, as the
son of an advocate. He #oon revenled his deceit, and sincerely converted, devoted him- ~
=clf to the study of perfection. While in his theology, Father Joncet. then also a student
of Home, gave him one¢ of Brebeaf's Horon Relations, and he solicited the Cunada
Mission,  Ii= desire was granted ;-and, after beings urdained he was sent to America.
He landed at Quebee on the 1st of Auzust, 1639, with Father Poncet, and with him.pro-
eceded immediately to the Hnron Territory. Here he. remained till 1630, visiting the

~ villages of the Huarons, Petuns and Neutralv. He descénded to Quebec with the party
who ﬂuttlod on Isle Orleans, and was umswnﬂy with them till his death, on the 2ist of
Febm lr) 1693, excent from 1655 to 1653, when he was at Onondsga, and“a short stay ag
Montreal, Hisfory of the Catholie Misismong among the Lidian Tribes of the United Statea,
1520 1854 by Jolie Gilmary Shea, New York, 1857, note p. 198, The several sketches of

- the Jesuit Fathers, which appedr in the snbseguent paces, are largely derived from this
work, with additioual facts furnished by De. 8lea.
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Trving . presented a0 hit of weoed 1o cast npon two ronnd
~tones which they encountered on the journev, surronnded
with the svinbols of a superstition of thi= people who in
passing throw a small stick upon these stones in-token of
their hhm:i}_"g'._ adding the words Avnl ) asheei i eslttingnl,
tiiat i tosay @ ITold D thisis to pav my passage in order that
I may proceed with =afety.? : ,

I cambiot omit the death of David Le Movne which shonld
seemn precious in the eves of good men, as we believe it to
have bt“t"l_l. mn thc.sifz_ht ol-God.  He was a voung man from
Dicppe. # ageid about thirty vears, whose zeal Ted him to fol-
low the Father in this mission, being disposed by a general
confession. A hemorrhage \\'hi(}hI weakened” his bady for
some time, did not interrupt for a, moment his enthusiasm ;
and he died on the banks of Lale Tiokero (Cayuga) with the

. rentleness and resignation of the elect, blessing GGod for this,
that he was permitted to die in the kad- of the Trogueis and
in the work of spreading the faith.  Is not sueh a death an
ample ‘recompense for alife devoted to the salvation of =ouls,”
and a fitting illustration of the protection of the Blessed Vir

1.0On hir return to Onondaga, Chaumonot was immediately sent with Father Menard
the founder of the Caynga misxion, to the Oneidas to open fricndly relations with that
most ohstinate of the Iroguois tribes.  While on their way. and the first night they spent
In the woods, a ehief in the company thus addressed the Father=: ~Ah, my brothers,
youa are weary. What troable you have to walk on the snow, on ice and in the water !
But courage ! Let us not complain of the toil kince we undertake it for so noble a
canse.  Ye demons who inhahit the woods, beware of injuring any of those wha com-
pose this einbassy.  And you trees laden with years, whom old aze mnst soon fevel to
the earth suspend your fall : envelop not in your ruin those who go topreveud the ruin
of provinces and nations. ' Relation 1657, Chap. xviir. p. 46, This is similar, both
in sentiment and imagery. to the opening sentences of the preliminary ceremany of the
{roquois * Condoling Conncil,” which was convened to maurn i deceased conneilor of
the Leavue, and install hiz successor. See T%he Iroquois Book or Rites, edited by Hora-
tio Hale. M. A., Philudelphia, 1883 ; pp. 117 119,

2 A seaport town of France, at the mouth of the river Arques, and takes its name
from *diep™ an inlet, a place of considerable importance ns early a<the 12th contary
During the Franco-German  war it was occupied by the Germans from December 1870
to July 171 .



'gih toward whom this \'ojung man manifested de_votion that
was most remarkable ? -

The central mission at’ Onomhf_za was broken up the fol-
lowing vear (1657), on the discovery of a-conspiracy involv-
ing the massacre of the French colony. located at Ganentaa
and' the death of the missionaries.  The -~ circumstaneces
attending the timely dhﬂlmum of the treacherous plot and

“the mantfer of their eseape, were ‘fn]lv narrated in the history
“of the Cavaga Mission. ' Suffice it to sav . here, that a war
follow ul bntween the ‘French and -the Iroqlmls which raged
for two vears, when' negotiations for peace were concluded at
Montreal, accompanied by the request “from the Troquois
embassy that the several missions might be re-established.
For this purpose. and not withoat misgivings on the part of
the French for hig personal Sflf(:t}'. Father Simon Le Moyne.
when on a visit to Onondaga in 1653, opened the way for the .
first missions, returned with the cm])'x\:v, and arrived at the
Im(lmm capital the 12th of August, 1660. . 1le made a brief-
visit to theé Mohawks who had mkel} no part in the overtures
for peace. and. maintzined an .implacable hostility to the
~French, bhut w ithout suecess, and barely escaped with his life
from the seene of his earlier labors.  Ile spent the autumn.
and wiiter in missionary work. largely among the Onondagas,
A notice of it oceurs in the: Relation of 1662, as. follows :

* Beliold Tiere a mnission of blood and fire, of labors and of
tears, of captives and of barbavians. It is a country where
the eerth as =till red with the blood of the French, where the
stakes vet stand covered with their ashes: where those who
~have survived their eruelty, bear its fatal marks on their feet
and hands, their toes 'eut ofl and their finger nails torn out,

and where in tine Father Simon Le Moyne has been for a
year to soothe the sighs of this afflicted church, and to take.

L 7
v Emaly Chayters of Cayuga History, pp. 29, 30. )
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part like a wood pastorin wil the nislortnies of his dears

Hock,

“He wais chieflv occupied during the winter with thiee
churches, one Freneh, one Huron and one Irogquois.  He
preserved the piety among the Freneh ‘captives. and be

came himzelf the sole depository of all their wlilictions=: he

re-establizhed the Huron chinrgh, fornerly <o tlonrishing in
their own country ¢ e Tuid' the foundation of the Troguois
chureh, going from place toplace to baptize the childrer and
the dving. and to instruet those who, in the midst of Tarha-
rism, were not far from the kingdow of God.. 7 - - g
= A litde ehapel formied of branches and bark was the
sanetnary - where God reeeived every day the adoration of
those who (-o.'hl‘umnl these three charehies. Here the French
asscrbled each rroruingy ind{ iy hour before davlicht, 1o assist
at the angnst sacrifice of the mas<: aid every. evening to
recite in common the rosary : and often too, during the day
Cto ek consolation from God in their misfortnnes, joming
their mangled hands and lifting them to Heaven, they pravad
Jor those who had thus mutilated them.”™, -
Owing to the contiuned hostilities of the Mohawks it
wus not until 1668, that the missions were rencwed. when
all the .':mt(ms_(mcc: more weéleomed the missionary Fathers,

1 For an account of Le Moyne's visit to Cavuun, ~cv A n/,, Pleyiteors o f (([l/ur,/[ ]1“
tury, p. 2.

ey
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The =100 among the Seneeas was resmmed in 1665, by
Fatherdames Fremin, who was i Onondagacin 16857, at the
breaking up of the Iroquois missions, as referred to in.the

previous number.  His narrative ocenpies Chapter IN of the
Relution 1670, and 1s as Tollows: ' ’ '

THE MISSION OF ST. MICHAEL, OF TSONNONTOUAN:

Our Iroquois missions Jnade in the vear 1669 very grati-
fving progress. We then began to preach the Gospel at
Tronnontouiin, (Seneca). where there is a greater number of
people than in the other fonr cantons of the lower Irognois.
“When I arrived hére at the close of the vear 1668, I was
well received: bat a fatal form of  sickness breaking out at
the time, desolated the entive region. so that I was wholly
ocenpied in visiting the cabins to instruet and baptize the
sick, who fCere in extremity. Tt pleased God to bless my
Trmble Tabors, so that in a short time, 1 baptized more than
one hundred and twentv persons, nearly all adults, of whom
more than ninety died =oon after baptism. But as T was
alone and eonlidl not leave the ficld, more thanone hundred and
!ift.\' died (withont baptisiny in districts far removed from here,
while engaged i fishing or hunting, A necessity so press-
g impelled me to ask for assistance and beg Father Gur-
nier. whowas at Onondaga, to come to iy aid at the carliest
moment.  But by the time of hix arrival the contagion had
ceased. Thns hemg relieved from exclusive oecupation: with
the sick we hegan to proelaim  the Gospel to the people who
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haed never heard the name of Jesits Christ s and fneosder o do
‘this with the wreater suceess in different directions, Father
Garnier took charge of the town named Gandachimgou,!
where in e shorr time he built a very commaodions chapel to
which thev flock from all stdes for instruetion,

Ax for m_\'sv“i on the 2Vth of Sept. 1664 1 entered the
town ealled  Gandongurads and was received  with every
demonstration of pubiie jov. They had for some time await-
ol with impatienee -y coming. The town is composed of
the remnants of three different nations which havinr heen
subidued by the Trogquois, were forced to submit at the dis:
erction of their conquerors and to establish themselves in
= the
second the Nenter and the third the Hnron® The tirst two

their territorv. The tirst nation s called Onnentio

have seldom if ever =een Enropeans neither have thev heard
mention of the true Godo - As for the tlird, they area col-

lection from any Hnron villages, 2l of whom have heen
instrneted in the Faith and many of whom had already been

P Kere Seneca Towns, poo 5
2Ib d.

% This was after the subjuzation of the Hurons, Neuters and Fries and [reviots to

that of Gandastodues : whenee the inference that the Onpontioras were o tribe of the
Eries whose towns seem never to bave been visited hy the French, = The territory of
the Iroquois,” say« Mr. Hale  Jroquois Book of Rites pp 32, 330 constantly extending,
as their nunited gtrengthmade it~cif felt, became the * GreatAsyhim ® of the Indian nibes,

Of the conquered Eries and Harons many hundreds were received and adopted by their’

conguerors,  The Tuscaroras, espelled by the English from North Carolina, 1ook refuge
with the Iroquois and became the sisthnation of the Leazue, From siill further soath
the Tureloes and Sapowies of Dakota stock, after many wars with the Irogois, fled to
them frnny'ytheir other enemics and £und a cordial wele sme. A chief stili <it<n the
council aéa representative of the Tuteloes, thouh the tribe itself has heen swepl away
by disease or absorbed in the larzer nations. Many frazments of tribe< of Alronkin
lineage-~Delawares,  Mobegans, Missivsagas—sought the same hospitable protection,
which never failed them ™ Awain (Ibid pp. 95, 96,11 ©* Those who suppose that the Hurons
only survive in a few Wyeandors, and that the Erics. Attin mx(}:xrm}i‘cu and Anda~tes have
utterly perished are greatly mistaken. It is ah<olutely certain that of the twelve thons-
and Indians who, now' in the United States and Canada. priserve the Troguois name «
the greater portion derive their descent. in whole or.in’ part. from those conquered ni-
tione. No other Indian community. =o far ax we know, s pursued thi« policy of in-
corporation to anythinz near the <ame extent or carried it out with anvthing like the
rame hnmanity. ™ .
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baptized by our Fathers before that tlonrishing' nation was
destroved by the arms of the Troqueis !

While they were building me a chapel. 1 began visitine the
cabins in order to know the people, and ehietly to seck ont

. the scattered sheep of the ancient church of the Hurons, and

endeavor to lead them back  to the fold of Jesus Christ.
These good people were overjoved to see me and hear me
wak of the Faith. It was not possible to satisfy their de-
sire in this regard. ~ Some of them said to me that it was not
“enongh to pray to God but onee a «h\. Others complained
that T spent too little time in preaching of our Lord and
Paradise.  Some of them even reproached me with partiality
T that Tt preferred othersto them, as Tdid not visit them
as mneh as T did the others. Tndeed these poor souls were
so hungry and tlnrst\ for righteousness and their salvation,
“that 1 11'1(1 diffieul tv in persuading them that as <oon as the
chapel should be tinished, their good desires would be eom-

j‘»lmdy satistied.

M,_\" round of visits being finished, 1 fonnd alont forty
adult Christians who had preserved faith and praver. been kept
from the general dissoluteness of the country and were living
in allthe purity of Christanity.  All therest of the Hurons

gave proof of great cagerness for holy baptism: and T have

remarked ih them an assiduity <o exact and sueh constancy
in praver. public and private, that T have great hope that
thev all will become -devoted Christians. Shall not such
fnlvht\ and consizney in the Faith in theseinvineible Hu-
rons =erve in the day of judgment to condemn the indolenee
and corruption of the Christians of Europe?  These barba-
riaus; who had just started into Christianity when the Tro-
quois compelled them by foree of arms to take part with
them, have nevertheless preserved for this long time thg‘ir

LI SRNTIE U
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faith in the midst of the corraption of a Jeople alindoned
to all sorts of vice and superstition 1 and seareely were they
imbued with the 1\rm<rple~ of tlc ‘Christian re¢ humn wln‘-xi
“they were transporteid into- the \(r\' Tietne of disorder and
abominations, destitnte at the same time ol pastors, having

neither preachers to fortify them in the Faithonor confessors |
to reconeile them with God. nor anv of the exterud moeans -

with which Europe ix soanply provide Thus to live with’
ith which E ph led. 1

fidelitv. in pravers and mnocence of manners and with an
ardor for their <alvation equal to that of the first Christinns,
1= 1t not something that onght one dav'to pat to<hwme the
wenkness and unfaithinlness of so-m uiy Catholie < who cor-

rupt’ and destrov themselves, i the podsession of all the

meins of pictv.and salvation?

As for the Onnontiogas, I‘mmmntuu ans (\uwv:M and Nen-
ters sinee they have searcelv ever seen Lm-_»}n an'or heard of
the Faith, it i=.a work” to absorb all the zeal of the mi<<ion-
arv. who will find it no small Iabor to enltivate a tield the
Evil One has possessed for so many ages. ~ The chapel being
fimshed, the Huronsecame to pray to. God with great fervor
I xaid the holy mass to them, and they assisted with « vever-
ence and devotion which eharmed me, and was pleasiug in
the sight of Ieaven. A venerable person served me as

cateeliist, and as hie kuew the prayers well. he prounonneed .

them with an elevaterd and distinet, voiee, casily niderstood
and followed by all the others: and this zeal of the Hurons
extended even to their ¢hildren.  These little NIVHZes were
eager to pcrsum]e those of the other nations’ to accompany
them to the chapet and pray, with then. This competled
- their fathers and mothers to come amnd see what they were
JOil'xu, and, i sonye =0, to follow their example, to :n\\»id
the shame of hcm«r ontdone by them.
W lnt I have most admired in those Hurons who lmv
for niany vears been Christians, is the open profession which

B
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I :
thev are actnstomed to make of -their faith: which 3= more-
difficultthan one can well imagine, among- a people wholly .
infidel and barbarons, without blushing for tlw;_r_"nslw‘l‘-rmr
caring for the insults and ridicule of the pagans: and so well
convincéed were the other nations of their constaney in the’
Faith, that they give them no other name than that of Be-
Tievers, and The Fuithful: and snel is the repiitation two of
them have acquired in the entire region {for virtue, that all
the people revere them. ,

One of these hears the name of Janies Atondo and the
other Franeis Teoronhiongo.  The'first gives himself almost.
continualiv to praver, and in‘his ordinary conversation speaks

~only of God, alike to Christians and infidels. He is very
exact in his observanee of all the commandments of God.
“If vou bt knew.” he is wont to sav to them “what prayer
ix anid the power it has to make us happy. vou wonld all
vrayv to God without ceasing.  Yofe are so careful in doing
all that vour dreams require; vou spare neither feasts nor
presents, nor any expense to render them propitions and
secare throngh them good sueeess in tishing. in nnting, 4nd

Cmcowarcand along life as wells but nevertheless vou see
plaimly that vou are mvolved in poverty and misery @ that
sickness and the enemy are every day taking many of vou
ont of the worldl.  As for myseli, T pray to the Master of
Heaven and earth. and the Sovereion Lord of our lives, awd
He gives me strong and vigorons health at an age very ad-
vanced. T eateh ordinarily more tish than vous T am, by 1is
grace, Detter off than vouare, and what overwheims me with

Jjov s that when T come to die, T hope to be happy to all—

eternity : and as for vorr others, you will only exchange the

evils of this wretehed life for torments and eternal tives.”

“The second named Franeis Teoronhiongo who was férmerly

the host of the late Father Le Movne. is an old man of aj-

! See acconnt in Relation 1662, p. 8.

~N




proved fuith, and has not passed a single day i twentv-seven
vears withont =aying pravers. He has instructed his wife
and children o the Faith and reared his entive family in
“holiness. Now that he is intelligent in our mysteries and
as he s famhar mth the history of the New Testament. his
ureatest pleasure is in diseoursing about it to all hie meets,
botir € “hristian and heathen, so that if the gmpcl had never
ln(*n published in this country by the missionaries. he alone
hadk spoken enouzh of it to justify the ways of God concern-
ing Limman salvation. ' .
He has said to me many times, that during the twenty
vears hie has been <ppf1r'1tet1 frmn onr Fatliers, he seareely,
~passed axlay withont carnestly beseeching our Loud the grace
thut he <hould not dié before” being confessed ad without
having previously praved to God with “some one of the mix-
" sionuries. Al my God,” he said, ~ Thou hast shown so
. great indulrence for me: Thon hast- already nmntwl me so
many favors, wilt Thou refuse me this that [ now ask ? Shall
I.be so unhappy as to die without being confessed?  Hast
Tho called me to Ghristianity, only to léave me to finish my
life withnni participating in its holy mysteries? The frailty
of i+ so great and hh nature =o inclined to sin, that T
' have strong reason to tremble as guilty before Thee, and de-
serving dedth eternal. © And what will it avail e to have
been baptized. to have praved to Thee, if I am to be =o
wretehed as to be finally damned?  No, no. my God, T hope
for this favor of Thy merey.  Thou art all powerful: and
when Then dost will it, our Fathers will come to instriet us.
_411«1 Ftrust in Thy pity, that T will not end my life without
the benetit of receiving the sacraments” "1 doubt not that
pravers so sacred mav have contrihnted wmuach to the estab.
lishmient of this mission.  On learning of myv arrival. the tirst
thiue he =aid to me was, * At last God has heard me. Con-
foss me, " '
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At anothiér time when conversing with him of his deceased
parents. he said: = Why should I regret them? .My mother
died immediately after receiving baptism.  Almost all my
near relatives have vielded their souls into the hands of the
Fathers who have made them Christians.  They are all happy

“in Paradise. T hope soon-to go'and find them. ™ The greatest
nnhappiness T have had in mny life,” he added with a sigh,
“ix that one of myv elildren died some vears since, withont

heing able to confess his sine. ~ e was thirty years old. Hé
hiad Jived badly, and thongh T had taken pains to make him .

a gootl man, he despised equally the law of God and the
- warning of his father: and what afilicts me sorely is that he
~died in thissad condition. without' the opportuniti of being
“reconciled with God by confession. T have ondy one child in
the world, and he is at present ont to war.  If God dispose
of him, T shall have bat little trouble-in consoling myvself,
since thon did'st confess him just before he went away.”
This goes to'show what ideas our savages have of Paradise
while as vet they wre not fuliy-instrueted in our mysteries.

I baptized the past vear a voung woman of the more dis-
tingitished of Seneca, who died the day after her baptism.
The niother was inconsolable at her loss. sinee our <avages
show extrmordinary affection for their ¢hildren: and as I
was endeavoring to ealm her grief by representing the inti-
nite ‘happiness her daughter was enjoyving in Heaven. she
artlessly said: / ‘ o

* Thou dost not understand.  She was a misteess here, and
had at her command more than twenty slaves who are still
with me.  She never khew what it was to go to the forest
to bring wood or to the river, to draw water.'  She knows

i+ This probably had reference to the village Totiacton north-west of Honeoye Falls

where the river was not far distant from the town. This was eizht years ‘prel\'ious to '

Groenhalgh's vidit in 1677, While residing on the site south-west of the falls they prob-
ably ebtained water from the small brook flowins west of the village.—J. 8. C.

/
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nothing about house-keeping. \cow I have no donbt that
being for the present the only cme of our familyv in Par-
‘quse she will have much trouble to accustom hcreelf 10
the change, for she will. be compelled to do her own eook;
ing, go for wood and water and provide with her own hauds
what she needs to eat and drink. In truth, is she not to he
pitied in having no person who is abl L‘bo serve ler in that
place?  Thou seest here one of my Q]ﬁvés who is sick. 1
- pray thee instruct her ful]y and show her the- path fo Heaven.
" that she by no means miss the way. but that she may «o and

lodge with m\'dau«rhter and rclieve }mr of allt]m affairs nf '

hcr household.” = ,
I took advantage of the occasion and of the ~1my 1eity_of

this woman, to instruct theé sick slave. [ spoke torher: T

found her disposed to Tisten to me: T exhorted her: I in-
structed her: she -opened ler eves to the truth and dmua
of me baptism, which I conld not refus-; thinking her in -
mediate danger of death. "But Go:l determineil otherwise,
for in time her health was restored: and now she conduets
herself in all respects as a worthy Christian.

After a while, as T sought to instruct the mistress—she
having gradually given up ‘her low and gross notions ol
Iamdme——to enable her to form a more correet and worthy
idea of suprente happiness, she assured me that there was
nothing in the'world she was not . willing to do to reach the
Place ; that she was resolved to go and join her daughter. to
dwell with her in the same blessed sojourn :-after which she
remained faithful in prayer and assiduons in the meuns of
instruction.  She manifested the same zeal in having all
_ her slaves instructed how to pray to (md ;and it may be said
“that through her alone, tl"txe were won to Gad more than
twenty persons. . ’ :

During the’ sx'(f“months since I carhe here. I have lmptl/ul
twenty or twenty-five savages. There are besides, ten or
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twelve adnlts whoare prepared to receive that sacrmment.
Owing to the nnusually abundant harvest of walnnts this

vear, the joy of the people is so great, that one sces scarcely

anvthing but games. dances and feasts which the*‘ carry vven .

to debauch, although they have no other seasoning than the -

“oil: 1+ But what consoles me in all these disorders i, that

only two of our Christians have lacked the courage to resist

the solicitations of the sorcerer, to make a certain supersti-

“tious banquet in which all who join the dance. throw hot

ashes on the sick, thinking this to bo a sovereign remedy for.

the disease.” : : -
The Froqnois, strictly speaking, have but a single Divinity

‘and that the Dream. They render it absolute subinixsion, o

and follow all its demands with scrupulous exactness. - The

Senecas are much more devoted than the others.  Their

religion. in this regard. goes to the last seruple, since what-

ever they suppose is told them in the dream, they hold them.

selves absolutely bound to execute as. ~zpeuh v as possible,

The other nations content. themselves with observing the

more important dreams: but this people who are looked

apon as living more religionsly than their neighbors, think Lo

themselves guiliv of a great sinif they disrezard even one. '
They think of nothing else: they talk of nothing els¢: all

their cabins are fall of their dreams. They spare no labor

) *They parch their nuts and acorns 6ver the fire to take away their rank oiliness, -
which afterwards pressed, yicld a milky liquor, and the acorux an amber-colored oil.
In these mingled tozether, they dip their cakes at great entertainments, and so serve
them up to their guests asan extrdord!n:nry dainty." Lederer's Discoy eties, 1650-70,p. 21,
s« BrTTERNUT.—The kernel is thick and oily and soon hecpmes rancid: hence, doubt-
lens, gre derived the nanee of Butternut and Oilnut. These nuts are rarely seen in the
markets of New York and Philadelphia. The Indiaus who inhabited these resions.
pounded and boiled them, and s¢parating the oily substance which swat upon the sur-
face. mixed it with their food.” North Americun Sylva, translated from the French of
F. Axprew MicHars—Paris, 1819, Vol. 1,p. 163. - SngLi-Bark Hickory. —The In-
dians who inhabit the shores of Luke Erie and Lake Michigan, lay up a <tore of these
nuts for the winter, a part of which they pound in wooden mortars_and %oiling the paste
in water. collect the oily matter which swims upon the surface, to sea<on theivaliments, ™
1b. p. I¥5.=J. 8. (.
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or pains too manifest their devotion, and theie folly on this

shibject voes to the last measure of excess imaginable. One

dreams during the night that “he has bathed himself: npon
“which he rises inmediatelv, wholly naked. goes to a number’
of cabinz at each of which he makes the inmates throw. over -

his- body a kettle full of water. however cold it mav e,

 Another who dreamed that he was taken captive or burned
“alive, causald h mself to be bound the following day, after the

manuer of a prisoner to be burned, persuading himsell that

having i this way satisfied his dream, his fidelity wonld:
avert from him the pain and infany of captivity or death.
‘which nthux'\\'isc it. had been mwﬂled by his tli\'irlit‘\"’hc

shouldsuiler unmw hix enemics

CThere wre some \\lm have bw') as fn' as Qud)cb. and trav-

eled one himiidred and hny leagues to have a dog which they
had dreamed they could purchiase there. It iseasy from this
to judge in what peril we are every day among a people who
would tomahawk us in cold blood, if they dreamed they
onghit to do this. Since it is a little” thing that gives offence

to a savage, it is enasy for his imagination once exciterd, to -
_ represent to him.in a dream that he should take vengeance -
‘on him who had cansed the offence.  We appear to ourselves

as victims liable to Le taken any moment to torture: and .

sinee one is made to die a liundred times s by the ever present

imagze of death, we c.stcun ourselves lmm)v in n«ppu).wlnnfr

so near to.martyrdom, .

The. mhdd women, by. inclination natural 'to the sex, are:

the more devoted in obscrvmw their (11‘0’1ms, and - following

the commands of this idol. 1t is true that the worship wi m_h‘
" this people render, wonld rather pass for a superstition than

a form of idolatry, as they neither pay adoration-to the dream
nor offer it any sucrifice. They are confident from a certain
infallible_ experience, that whatever they dream and fail to

L\t‘Cllt(‘ 1L.11\\<n‘~ comes back to then in =onie misfortune,
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mysteriously expressed in the dream. I have remarked at
the same time, that the greater part of these savages are’at,
less pains to obey their dreams while in- “health, but the mo-
ment- they h:\\‘c'ﬂxe slightest ailment, they "are persuaded

~that there is no such sovereign remedy for their healing, and

to save their hfe. as to do all they have dreamed.  The sor-
¢orers. who are the same as priests of their divinity, contri-
bute not o' little to establish them in this superstition. since

“they are always called in to explain the dream: and, sinee .

they know admirably well how to turn it to their profit. they
live and enrich ﬂl(‘Tl]\dVLs of this poor people, who, so soon
as they are sick. = spare nothing in doing \\hatcvu' the soreerer
declares the dream- erdains. ,

This is the greatest obstacle to the spread of ‘the Faith -
among these people - and it is not too much to say that it is

‘the one stumbling block to the Christian: since as to drunk-

1 Father de Carhiel; who, witen among the Cayugas, gave this rubject of dreams par.
ticular attention, and =éemis to have been more than nsaally successful in convineing the’
Indian mind of the absurdity of ¥ me" them implicit obedience, writes: 1 have ear
nestly conpated their superstitions, particularly the divine authority they attnbute to
dreams, which may be said ts be the foundation of all their errors, as it is the soul of
their religion. I have nevertheless recognized two things in my c¢fforts to combat it
First, that it {s not properly the dream that they worship as th2 master of their life, bug

“u certain one.of the genii they call Agtkouchoria, who thiey believe speak to. them in

gleep und command them to obey implicitly their dreams. The principal one of these
spirit« i« Taronkizonagon (Upholder of the heavens) whom they recognize ar a divinity
and obey as thie sapreme master of their life: and when they speak of a dream as divine,
they only mean. that it is through it they ‘know the will of -God and what is necessary
for'the preservation of theirlife: and farthermore that the actual doing of the things
they had seen ina dream, coutributes to promote their health and hafipiness, They also,
sometimes give the name of the master of their life to the object of their dreams, as for.
example to the skinof a bear or to similar things which they have seen. in their Flc('p :
and because they rMard them ax charms to which God has attached the zood fortune of a
lofig life. Thus they take special care to preserve them with thix view, and when they
are sick cover themselves with them or place them wnear their persons as a defenee

-awainst the attacks of disease. The recond thing I have recognized in combating the

obedience they render to their dreams, is that they are ‘not able to understand how the
soul acts during sleep, inthusrepresenting to them objects distant and absent, as if near
and present.. They persuade themaelves that the soul quits the body during sleep, and
that it woes of itself in search of the things dreamed and to the places where they e
them : and it retarns into the body toward the end of the night, when all dreams are
dissipated.”” See Ealy Chaplers of Cayprega Ilistory, pp. 53, 55.
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enness, strongly as they are addicted to it. nevertheless, the
wonien and old men -do not abandon themselves to excess, .
One is thus enabled to hope that their example and the zeal
of ‘the missionaries. may  moderate the deportment of the

© voung warriors who breathe only for blood and brandy.

For the overthrow of this superstition of the dream. T have

“fonnd no method more efficacions, than to make them see
“clearly and by way of inference, that the faithfulness of any

number of people whom they kiow to have earried out the
observanee of their dreams, has neither saved them from death
or coptivity, nor from destruction itself of their entire nation,

~ This consideration has served me, in tln\ country, to unde-

ceive and opeén the eves of many, thas leading, them to detest
the whole thmrr hntl the \uycr\tmnn of the dieim and the
bad faith of the sorcerer,

Nevertheloks, 4
more cm("lﬁ‘ii‘"»lw to attract the Irognois to the Faith, than to

in weneral. we may save that there is nothing

“sulpdite their pricde by the might of arms: and by as mueh

as they fogur those of the Frene ‘a will they Tessen the ()L\Ll-
cles to their conversion. ‘
God lras his eleet” not only among the ]m:lnms where he
has his missionaties, but he permits them to go forth carry-
ing ‘war to Tegions mest dist:mt. and bring baek eaptives to
introduce themn into the sacred Tiberty ‘of the children of God

~and, thence to Paradise. from the prizons and fires of the Iro-

quois. Thus weare led toadore from day to day the hidden-
and mysterious ways.of Divine Providence tow ard his elect.

CTwo captives of the Gandastogué having been bronght
here to be burned. according o the custom, the first heing
so well instructed and giving all the marks of a saintly dis-
position to. reecive baptism. I conferred it, and after fifteen '
honrs of terrible torture which De endured with true Chris-
tian resignation, he left the earth to go to IHeaven. The

- other at-the first, was unwilling to listen to me, and having
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repdlwl me many times, T was at length ¢or npc lied to leave
him, that at his leisare he might reflect on what T said'to him
of heaven amd hell: but in a’short time he called ‘me to him
of his vwn accord. xaving that it was all good, and that he
wished to obey God and besaved. I baptized him of giving

him the necessary instruction, after which it was manifest

that faith was truly wrought in his heart.  He was tuken
immediately to the place of tortare. and. from the happy mo-

ment of his conversion to his latest breath. he sang all the

time. with-a conrage \n\l\)i'ﬂ)](‘—-;'-" Burn my bady tor vour
iart’s content @ tear it in picees: this tortnre witl soon he
over, after which T go to heaven: T oo to heaven there to
he L*f(‘!‘:l'l”i‘ ]i:l}»p}‘.u e ])rmmnu('wl these words \\"ithvsm-h
faith and so great fervor, that one of our rood Christians who
withessard the hurning. and who did not kuow thea 1 had
instructed and Daptized him, said to those standing by

“This captive has traly the Faith it must certainly be that

dre has beeniostraceted by some one of our Fathers, who 1 at

Gandastogud 7 .

Thus it is that God zathers his elect frong ali partz of the
world, . woman who hald been taken prisoner from o conp-
trv far distant, some davs after her arrival Biere, was seized
with o danzerons malady, T repaived immediately to the

eabin where she was, to endeavor to instruet her: bat <he’

conld ot wnderstand nre as Lowas ignorant of the linew nE
of her country, and it was Uﬂl)Nh*I I to tind ANV ohe o act
as Interpreten 1w ne vertheless that she was rapidly sink-
ing, and thiet <hie was aboyt to enter the tinal agony. - From
that moment 1y hewrt was cut with ricf at secing the Jox
of a poor sonl \\hu h God had hxmwht to the vers threshold
of Paradise. Lo n‘nw the cabin, wholly penetrated with alfec-

tion and sorrow. I took my <l to praver aud commended to
God the salvation of this sonl with all the fervor of which |
wax capable s Temploved at thiz =ame point the merit of the

-t
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Holyv Virgin of all the saints. At Iast, having for a lony tine
imvokaed the compassion of our Lord in behalf of this wonae,
I was strongly taclined to retarn to - her cabin and reconnmit
her to her veod Anwel )

Scaveery had Tdene the one and the other, whin T =xow on-
ter two women whom [ did not know, and-who were cor of
the town whére T oreside: the one and then the other iy
- proached near the sick one and giving her neoiy CATeRReS, diss

<ureed her that they were dome to console her and that they
would by no neans leave her. A\ mecting so happy, <o nne
fooked for, wreatly surprim;«l me. sinee T eonld nof but $aink
that this meant that God had cent two Angels from Heaven
to instriuet and baptize ahis poor woman, T then asked if
they were willing to serve me as interpreters, to proeure for
the: sick person, about to expire, eternal happiness, ~'r'ih"\‘.
hoth offered themselves to render this comd office, T ex-
plained to Tier the mysteries of onr Faith @ they repeatend il
iy words i her Bniaees with plaiimess and also <ueh
nnetion as enlichtenad the 5"}"'!1“}2 of the sick one and ot the
<ame time tonehed her heart. T was defichted with the zeal
aed fervor with which each of these vood eatechists Lid ored
for the instruetion of this foreiener. They exhorted her il
pressed her to qrickly open her eves to the tenth, <ivee siie
el bt acvery short time to dive '

'"I"lu"\' lmi;mﬂ her to the Open heaven I'f‘;l‘l.\' ,

g i‘l'("~i\"¢' frer
Nt conient with fithfully nterpreting iy, words, v
adde i themselves motives and “reasonss whieh ot Tast coon.
petled this poor woman, who was seareely able to speas, to
ke a tinal etfort for her <alvation, She then eorsed me
to approgeh her bed and gave me to pereeive that Gol -
<ol had insteneted her, and that He T i this <hort time
wronght in her oreat things<. 1 baptized her as guickiv as
possible, seeing her so well dizposed. and in = MNe Mmoments<
altem she expired to g-)-:lxﬂ poxsess in heaven eternal clord,
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Is not this a miracle of the grice of God?  And should -
we not be thrice happy that Iie is xo willing to serve Him-
self of us, as the instrument, u»[z‘llis nierev ? .
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Tie conelusion of Father Fremin's narrative, diseloses <omé

of the maore serions obstacles eneountered by the missionaries

in their work, and at the same time gives a vivid pictire of
Troguois Tife and manners more than two centaries ago. The
brief reference to t‘|;v Cavuga miszion, recalls the Tabors of
the devoted and wentle Menard, its fonnder in- 1657, who,
four vears after, lost his life among the forests which bor
dereil Lake Superior. while on Liz way 15 plant the cross

amone the savage tribes of that Jdistant recion, a< he was.

amon the first to do on the bhaaks ol onr own (":I.\;,Hj..'.‘t.l

I

1 Father RESE MENARD, Who was born in 1604 had been in Frapee "‘":fl'“;ﬂl’ to Mad-
amwe Daillebout, one of the founders of Montreal [ bur of hix previons history we know
nothing  He came to Canada in the Esperance, which sailed from Dieppe on the 2l of
March, 1630, and, after being compelled to put hack by storme, reached Quebee in Jaly
After being director of the Ursulines, he was sent to the Hliron conhitey, and sncceeded
Raymbant as missiohary of the Alzonquins, Nipiscinus, and Atontritas. On the fall of
rhe Hurons he wax stationed at Three Rivers until May 165, when he accompanied the
French expedition to Opondaga, and from thence aceompanied Chanmonot to the Cay-
ngas in August of ‘the same year. He remamed for two months, when he wa< recalled
to Onondaga, but soen after returned and remained until the missions were broken up
in 1657 after whieh he returned to Three Rivers, and temained there until he was
chosen in Augnst 1660 to succeed Garrean in an attempt to begin missions among the
Western Algonquin tride<, He wet out with a flotilla of Indians and after great saffer-

ing reached Lake Saperior and founde ! the mission of St. Teresn.among the Ottawas

at Keweenaw Bay, Oct. 15. He labored here during the winter and was planning a mis-
sion among the Dakotas, when his services were urgently solicited by a bapd of Hurons
then at the source of the [lack river. a hranch of the Mississippi. e set out for their
village in July 1651, and perished of famine or by an Indian hand, near the source of the
Wiscongin in Lake Vienx Desert in the earlv part of Anguast 16531, For the place of his
desth, which has been much debated. we adopt the theory of Rev. E. Jacker. who to
a close stady of the data, adds a personal knowldze of Indian life and their trials in
Wisconrin and Michigan.

‘e
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The narrative of Father Fremin {chap. IN. Relition, 1670,
1= concluded as follows: . s ‘
Refore tinishing this Relation concerning our ITroquois mis
<tons T will wive mere in the formn of a journal. what remains
“to be said of the condition in which thev are at present.and
of what has ocenrred this vear .
Ax there were no more sick in Tsonnontoiian. T started on
a jouruey to Onondaga, where the missionaries” of this coun
tryv meet to confer tozether on the methads of laboring more
efliciently for the salvation of these people. and of overcom-
inw the numerous ohstacles in the way of their conversion.’
. !

i Tt =0 ocenrred that daring the abdence of Father Fremin at tite missjonary council

Teld in Onondaza. La Salle, in company with two priests of the Sulpitidn order. M.
Dotlier de Casson and René de Bichan de Galinde, visited the Senecas in furtherance of
his first expedition to prosecnte his discoveries toward the Mismssippi. The party
landed ar Irondequoit Bay, the néarent point by water to the principal villaze of Son:
nontounn. distant about twenty miles, the tenth of Augzuat, the very day that Father
Fremin arrived at Cayugza on hix way to Onondaga, and some five or six days after he
" had ieft the Seneca villare.  La Salle and liis companions were escorted from the lamd

ing place by a large company of Indians to the villaze, where they anived on the twelfth
of Auznst, and which ix described in the journal of the expedition **a<a collection of
cabinscarrounded with palisades twelve or thirteen feet high, bound together at the top
and sapported at the base, behind the palisades, by large masses of wonod of the height
of 4 man, The curtains gre not otherwise flanked butform a simple enclosare, per-
fectly ~nare, 0 that these fortr are not any protectic n. " At the council held the next
day. the servant of Father Fremin acted as interpreter, and presents were exchanged

L Salle reguested that a captive from .the country ‘nf the Toagenhas (probably the
Ontonzannha also calied Mascoutins, nation of the Prairie. and Nation of Fire, at thix
time Torated in the southern part of present Wikuconai tween Lake Machizan and the
Mississippi) might be given him ax a guide to conduct the expedition to that people

Thix they promised to do as soon as the yvonns men, who were away lr;uiing'ﬁ'ilh the
Duteh (o whom they carried all ‘their captives, should return, which wouid probably be
in ten or twehve days.  In the meanwhile a guantity of Dutch brandy -was brought to
the villaze, followed, as neual by a drunken debawch, in which La Salle and his asso-
ciates were threatened with death ; and a Toagenha captive whom they desired for a
smide. was put (o the most cruel torture of =ix hours’ duration, when his body was ¢nt

to pieves und prepared for the feast. Thus the visit of La Salle to the Nenecas resulted

in disappointment, and by the detention hé lost the most favorable season for traveling.
The expedition reached no farther than the month of Grand river.on the northern side
"of Lake Erie. There they were overtuken hy the winter and made their camp in the
neighboring woods, where they remained until the following spring, when De Casson
and Galinée went west, La Salle having returned to Montreal the previous autumn.
It ha< been allezed that Father Fremin left Tsonnontouan for Onondaga at this par-
ticutar time, to avoid acting as interpreter to La Salie and the Sulpitians, or aiding the

.
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The 10th of Angust. 1669, T had the happiness to embrace
Father deCarheil at Oiogoiien (Cavuga). from whence T wrote
to the others of oar Fathers, who are among the Troquois, to
assemble at Onondaza the last of the month, where we woulld
meet them. T had the leisarve in the meanwhile, to tarry
some davs at this mission, where T was witness of the faith
and conrage of the carlier Christians whom the late Father
Menard” had, himself. baptized: many even of the infidels
themselves, had not forgotten the ]H‘;VXA\'(‘!'S which he had -
tanght them,  Tudeed all in this recent ehiureh, gave-me very
areat consolation and strong hope of the conversion of the
entire country: Father de Carlieil is grestly beloved.  No-
“one opposes the Faith, Many of the sachems come to prav
to Goud o his httle chapel. He has wndertaken another.
wlhitelt 1= to he much larger and more commodions, and which
will he completed in o conple of month= 1 think that then
they will comein great numbers to worship God. 1t is Rend,

abject of their enterprize. Dat there is no evidénee that he was notified of their com
e minel dess that his assistanee was desired. Indecd the narrative of Galinée won'd
serm to dispose of the whole story as< mn after thousht  Speaking of the council held
o their arrival at the Senceatown, he says @ When we saw the assembly larze énougch
we beran to talk of business, and 74en it was that Mr. de Ja Salle avowed that he was
not able to make himself nnderstood.”” The inference here is thai| his Sulpitian com.
panions had been Jed to sappose La Salle capuble of conversing with the Seneeas, and
only when it cune'to the pomt. was it discovered that he could not. But more than
thix. The narrative continties @ = On the other hand, my interpreter saw that he did
ot know French welt enough to make himself well nnderstood by s, hence we deemed |
1t oré expedient 1o make use of Father Fremin's man to make dur specch and to
répart to us what the Indians might <ay : and in fact the matter was xo transacted b
i to be remarked et Father Fremin was not then at his mission station, but had cone
afew days hefore to Onondaza to attend a meeting to be held of all the mi*siqmtrim
seattered monz the Five Irggiois nanon<, Fhere was only Father Fremin's man
there who served s an interpreter.” 1t appears then, that Dollier de Casson had an in
terpreter also. who broke down, and that then they apphed to Father Fremin's man,
donne or mis<ion aid, who actially did all they required. .

There i< 1io hint in the whole narrative of dissatisfaction with Fremin's man, pr of
any reinetance on hispart to serve them,  In fact, the impression from the whole is,
That they came preparved, entirely independent of the miscionary, hiit when La Salje
and Dollicr de Casson’s interpreter. both admitted their inability, they wore thankful to
obtain the services of Fremin's man. Purkman, in his L Salle. &e.. (1880 p. 14, com-
pared with his Discorery of the Great West (1869 p: 13, completely rejects the charge of
a Salle azainst the Jesuits, ‘ L
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his associate, who is-both the architeet and bailder. It will
in no respect resemble the eabins of the savages, except in its
covering of bark.  In all other particalars it will resemble a
house sach as they build in France.  Behind the altar he has

contrived to make a small room.  Every one in the whole

town speaks of the skill of Rend. Tle dispenses varions med-
icines which he prepares, himsell, on the spot: he dresses all
kinds of wounds and heals them: he treats all the sick.
Many Cavugas sidid to e, that Imt for him they would have
died: One eannot believe to what extent he is loved by
these savages. Would that it might please God that cach of
“onr misstons had a man like him? . ‘ _ )
The 20th ‘of August, Father de Carhieil” and mivself, ar-

§Father STEPHEN, DE CARMEN. was horn at- Vienne, November 20, 1633.  He entered
‘the Society of Jesuw, Anwrust 30, 1652, and arrived in Canada, Angnst 6, 1666, He wax
sent to the Caynza Misdion in 166%, where he, remained until 1684, at-ahe breaking np

of the Troquois Misxion. when he was driven from the canton by Orehaone and Sura-

noa, the two_principal chiefs of the tribe.. He then ‘became connected with the Ottawa
Mission, where he Inboted until early in the next century. Charlevoix, who saw him
“in 4721, at the age of S8, describes him as then “ full of vigor and vivacity.™ He hadl
sacrificed the greatest talents which can do honor to w man of his profes<ion, and in-
hopesof & fate like that of many of hiz brethren, who had bedewed Canada with their
blood, he had emploved a kind of violence with his superiors to obtain a mission whese
.ohscurity sheltered him from all ambition. und offered him only crosses. There he
labored untiringly for more than «ikty years. - He spoke Huron and Irequois with s
much ease and elegance as his native tongue, and wrote treatises in both these lan-
guager.  French and Indians concurred in' rezarding him as a saint and genins of the
highest order. -Tt was throuzh the influence of de Carheil that the famous Huron
Chief, Kondiaront. commonly known as ** The Rat,™ was converted to Christianity, and
who, (himself an extraordinary man.) was accustomed to say that there were but two
Frenchmen of talent in all Canada, the Count de Frontenac and Father de Carheil. The
Indian name of thix Father wus Aondechiete. e carly impressed the Cayugas with
his courage by acting as a sentinel on a certain occasion when a rumor that a party of
Andastes, their most dreaded enemies, were near at hand, had filled thé town with
alarm, apd when he accompanied their warriors to repel the expected attack. In 1702,
and while stationed at Michilimacinac. he bore a prominent part tn what is known ax
**The Brandy Quarrél,™ in resisting with his personal influence and the power of the
pen, what he styles (in his letter to the French Intendant: * the dcploruhle and infa-
* mous traflic in brandy, ' which he declares lias been frhitful only * ef disorders, bru-
tality, violence, scorn and insult.”” among the Indiane, till it had become impossible to
maintain the missions, aud nothing rem ained * but to abandon them to brandy sellers
as a domain of drunkenness and debanchery:”™ Father de Carheil died at Quebec in
July, 1726, at the advanced age of 93 years. Fora more extended sketch of this ac-
- complished missionary, see Early Chawters of Caywga History, pp. TR-81.

f
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rived at ()noxxda« ra.-where in waiting for Father Bruwxs who
is at Oneida, and Father Prerron who is at Mohawk, I had
time to consider the affairs of onr early mission: and all
appeared in the same state it was when we left it, in the vear
1638, except that the Onondagas were greatly humiliated
shortly after by the Gandastogud, as nearly all their braves
had been slain in the war.  They ~pnl\v to us with great gei
tleness, and in all respects were more tiactibie than before,
There i< a chareh of early Christians, which numbers abont
forty who live becomingly. - Many pre‘éenr, themselves for
“instracetion. (xm acontie 1= our triue friend.  That Prinee anid
Orator visited me with all .the courtesy mmtrnm.)le and did
for nus many kindnesses, )

The 26th of Angust, Father Bruvas' and Pierron arrived,
and we had the consolation of seeing onr entire number (six)

i Father James BRUYAs, was a native of Lyons, arrived at Quebee, August 3d. 166
and on the 14th of July, of the following vear, set out for the Mohawk tountry and
thence in September for Oneida. Huving been appointed chief of all the Iroynois
missiors, in 1671 he returned to the Mohawke,  He.was amonz the Senecas m 1633, -but
returned to the Mohawks and remained there nntil succeeded by Father Francis Vailiant.
at Tionnontozuen, in 1679, In 1684 he was in charge of the missjion at the Sanit St.
Louis, on the 8t. Lawrence, and in 1687 accompanied the French expedition against the
Senecas under Denonville, He was again at the Sault in 1691, and in 1693 became supe-

. tiog of his order in Canada and retained this poxition until 1700, In 1699 the, Onondawras

_being’ desirous to conclude a peace, visited Montreal and invited Father Bruyas, to

_retirn ar Amhassadcr with them, but their regnest was refused until rh(-v would con-
clude a treaty at. Montreal, and in the fall of that year he wus sent with Major La Val-
liere with the king's letter announcing the termination of hostilitiex between England
and France, (La Potherie, 1V.131) In the summer of 1700 the Iroquois renewed their
request and Father Bruyas procevded to Onondaga (La FPotherie, IV, 145 where he ar-
rived in Aueznst and returned the month following with a delegation that conelnded a
final peace hetween the French and Five Nations which lasted for more than 50 years.
He vizited Onondaga g,q«in in July 1701 on public affairs, and acted #x interpreter to the
Irognois at the grand ratification of peace in August followinz, by all the Indians (La
Pothere, 1V . 2410 His death took place among the Iroquoisin 1712, He wan the bestan-
thority of his day as a philologist of the, Mohawk language. and compiled several works
in that dialect. (Ris Racinres Agnieres publisneéaby Dr. Shea as number X. of his lin-
guistics.) .

¢ Including Fathers Garnier and Milet at Onondaga, whose nimes are not given in the
text. Father Pierron was transferred=the following year from the Mohawk to the
Seneca Mission and Garnier accompanied Fremin on his return to the Senecas. Father
PIERRE MILET arrived in Canada in 1667, and was sent the following year to Onondaga
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together to deliberate on all ‘matters, during the six davs we
were engaced in concerting measures needful to the snecess
of our missions. and for’ overcoming the obstacles which hin-
der the progress of the Faith in the conntry of the Troquois..
As we were about to separate. lo an Iroquois messenger of
Monsienr, the Goveror, arrived there from Montreal, with
belts of wampnm, and letters from vour Reverence and from
Father Chanmonot, by which we were advised that the
French had massacred. near-Montreal. seven Oneidas with
one of the mo<t distinguished of the Senecas.  This news
produced a terrible” excitement throughout the nation. A
council was held immediately to deliberate on what had been
done. and at.which we were summoned to'be present. The
depnty coldly rehearsed the whole affair. e was bold to
changeon lis own réspohsibi]i,ty, the belts. taking the more
beautifnl one of tive thousand beads, adl blaeky which he ug:
“corded to this nation and only gave to the Senceas that which
was the least esteemed.  Bat the letier.of Fatner Chanmo-
not hiaid informed us of all these matters : and we all streny-
ously opposed him in this and at Jast compelled him to act
in strict accordance with his instroetions. Garacontie having
met, in the town, one from Senees gave: to him the belt-whichs
wus for that nation. saying to him: It is too far for me to

where he received the name of Teharonhiazaunra, or the looker ap to heaven.  He was
removed to Oneida in 1671 and Iabored there until July 1684, when he left and joined De
“la Barve on Lake 81, Francis, Aug. 1. At the request of the Marunix de Denonville, he
wax appointed Chaplain to Fort Frontenac in 1685, where he acted as interpreter in 1687
and in 168 succeeded de Lamberville as Chaplain of the fort o Niagara. He returned’
to Fort Frontenac in 1684, and being lured outside the palirades to attend a dying In-
dian, was taken prisoner by the Oneidas and hix life saved by adoption nto an Oneida
‘family. Daring hix cuptmt) the Eaglish made many effortx, though in vain, to get him
in their power, for which purpose Governor Fletcher sent Dirck Wessels to Oneida.
<1fe was adopted into the tribe by a Christian agorander, Susan Gouentigzrandi, and re-
ceived the name of Otassete, that-of the leading rachem of the first or Turtie branch of
the tribe.  Father Milet continued in this capacity untilthe fal! of 1695 when he returned
to Quebec. He asked to be returned again as missionary to tliose Indians, but the
arpect of the times did not perm'il it. Charlevoix who was in Canada from 1705 to 1722
lived wseveral years with Milet and speaks of him in terms of hizh csteem. Father
Milet died at Quebec. Dec. 31, 1508. . .
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wvo miself.  Represent thou to thy sachems the voice and’
desire of Onontio.”  As to the belt designed for those of
Oneidal he said that since thev would shortly come to Onon-
daga to hold a getieral couneil, he wonld make known to
them the will of Onontio. -Withont doubt a single affair of
this n.mu'o 1= most unfortunate. and is enon"h to rckmdlv
war between the Iroqnois and French. .
\carwolv had the council finished its business, when there .
‘as heard throuwh the town, the erv of an Oneida, whe had
for tumte]v cwfxp('d from the hands of a troop of warriors of
the nation of the Nez Perces. At this cry, thev reassembled
in conneil, to listen to the rchearsal of the adventure. -4 We -
Swere,” lie said, “five in one bard.  We were returning vieto-
rious w1th two prisorrers, of I'uuan'qnnh‘t : ‘but nnfmtmntul v
engountering a company of warriors of the nation of the' \(-/_.
Perces, we were defeated. my four comrades having been
<lain. or taken- Ln'fethcr with our two captives: I alone am
eseapesd from the combat.!  Consider well the matter in dis-
pute and how it should ronse to vengeance a people =o ticree
.unl indomitable as are tlie Imqnm\ T We did wot learn
what action was taken on the subjeet. What T am able to
assure vou is. that we are. by the grace of Gaod, prepared for
..m\ event, aceording as it shall please Hl'n to dispose of s,
and that we esteem onrselves too happy to e able to offer
our-dives a sacritice to Him. :
I'tl\mt' our departure from Onondaga, we arrived on tho Tth
of September. at Gandachioragou® and. as we were passing
throngh Gandagara a drunken sa\,vrc sceized Father Gar-
nier with one he md and raised the other at two ditferent tines
to stab him with a knife: but fortunately, a woman happened
near enou(rh to this harbari: an, to w rest the knife from his

I Here we have e\nhnce of the proximity of the Tnua"annlm to the Nez l’t-ru s or
Pierced Noses.

-? See Seneca Towns, p. 25. # ]bid.




52. .
hand, and prevented him from carrying fartht,r his brut.\l
design. [ could not but admire in this enconnter, the firm-
ness aml self-possession of the Father who did not betray the
Teast =ign of fear. S : ‘

Three days after our arrival, lie tonk charge of the mission
of (mnd‘u_hmmg()u,» ‘whete there are three or four Christfans
who have made open prolession’of their faith.  He has.ouly
the. (hdl"(, of a single town, at least for the present year. in
order that he may have time to acquire more perfectly the.
language of the country, and make for Iimself rules and a
.m‘(_tﬂon.uv\, that -he. may instruet. the others: henee [ n
obliged to take care of the three other towus, '

The twenty-sexenth of September, as T was about to leave.
to ussime charge of the mis<ion of St. Michael, T was tuken
L and compelled to remain fm‘ seve ridl davs antil the vio
Tence of the attack was passed.

‘\ﬁor the first of September. the \unth of the place, ac-
4'()“‘”]”' to the enstom, start for thc open country : and the
rest of the inlabitants who are able to endnre the faticues of
the war or the ehase, follow soon after.” Of tlre Tatter there
are about five hundred ot p.t]»lc of war, divided iuto miany

hands who all o against the Ton v_nmnh Loand four or five
humllwd to hnnt thc heaver, \\hl("l they take in the (lnm o
of t-ln‘,umnm.\ of the Hurons.  The latter take their women
and children with them. =0 that there remain only a small
number of old people.  1-learn that it is the same at Galo-
oiien, and that they. also, divide themaselves into hanters and
warriors.  This is very deplorable, us the result ix that num-
bers-from these nations die without baptism. as these expe-
ditions are attended with the loss of many people, and what
“grieves me is that we are not able to remedy the evil.  But
God who knows ITis elect does not: fail to furnish them the

! See Keneca Towns, p. 25
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favorable opportunity to gain Paradise.  We- are often hin-
dered by such absences and expeditions common to these
].K‘up e. from laboring for. their instruction with the success
we conld desire,  The greater part of those who belong to
the towns where we were established, are away either at -the
“war or the chase, nine months out of the year: and for a
“month previous to their dvp'u ture, the voutl. are nccmtnmcd
“toabandon themselves to excess in drml\mw till they Become
fnrious: so that excepting the old people and the women
who are not addicted to. sueh dhm‘d(‘r\ it is next to’ nn]»0~~
<ible to {ind opportanity to spealk to them '
The Sencea arrived by way of Onmnllm in charge nf the
Sbelt of wampum, which, Onontio sent to the Senecas, in the
matter of the death of one of their warriors, who was slain
by the French.  The belt was received v th :a marked cold-
ness, and although the exemplary punisiment which Mon-
sieur the Governor inflicted upon the assassius, led them to
approve of his conduet and applaud his justice I think, nev-
ertheless; that they would have been mueh better satistied .
with ten belts of wampum than with the death of three
"l-'x_'enchmen,-mn(,c they would not be disposed to render the
<ame justice in similar circumstances.  They declare. how-
ever, that they are content with this satisfaction: and T do
ot think they will dare to carry their resentment farther,
nor attempt anvthing against the French. o
The 27th of September, as I thought myself sufliciently
recovered from my illness, I set out on the journey, to take
charge of the mission of St. Michael in the town called Gan-
dagarae.’  Our brave Christian, Francis Tehoronhiongo, met
me and conducted me to one of the finer cabins of the tow,
that of a person "of consideration although an unbeliever.
whose authority gave me protection against the insolence of
the drunkards. :
The third of \membc which was the Sunda) 'lfter Lhe

i bu: Seneca Towns, p 2.;
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Festival of All Saints. the chapel being in order, 1 invited
all our savages to come thefe to pray to God and be present
at the Mass, which T was to say early in the mornine. The
chapel being full of people. 1 began my exhortation by de-
claring the object of my coming, and accordingly begwed
them to open their eyex to the truth, to recognize the God of
heaven and earth. to put away everything that was displeas-
ing to Him, and by their consistent fidelity. render them-
sclves worthy of eternal happiness. I hope of the goodness
of God, that Ilis grace will dispose their minds to relish the
truth of Christianity. and undeceive their vain saperstition,
beside drunkenness and the dreain which are the two obsta-
cles to the Faith among the Iroquois. ’

Father Garnier coutinues to labor bravely in the town of
Gandachioragon.  God serves Himself of him for the con-
wersion.of some sos toward whom His compassion has been
extraordinary.  More than twenty persons, happily, having
been baptized,-died most Christian-dike. Bat it ix evident
that sufferings are the lot of the apostolic missionary.. agd
that one must ive himseli up to the providence of Gaod,
laboring hard, and leading a life which may be called one
continual death, ' .

“The missionary labors of Father Fremin in New York.
elose with the foregoing narrative, lie having been transferred
to important service in the vieinits of Montreal.t '

t Father JAME: FrREWIN arrived in Canada in 1635, He acgompanied Pablon to On
ondaga in 1636 and remained there until the breaking up of the missions in March.
1657 © was then for two ‘years at Mixcou : next year at Three River< and Cape de in
Madeleine, ‘In 1666 he was assivned to the Cayawa Mission, bt did not serve and °
next year was sent to the Mohawks,  Near: the close of 1663 he vidited the Senecas aud
resided at Sonnontouan and remained there until the arrival of Farther Garnier in the
following year, when he changed his resjdence to Gandagarae, the sunth-eastern «f the
Seneca villages, laboring in that village and Gandagaro until 1630, when hie was recalled
and assigned to-the mission of St. Francis Xavier, then located ar La Prairie.  This
mission wa= removed to the Sault St. Louis in 1636, aud in 1670 he visited France in it~
behalf, He was again in Canada in 1682, and died at Quebee on the 20th of Jaly, 1602

K . .
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T lu‘ st chapter cone Jaded the acconnt of the mission for
the \t w1669 when Father Fremin was called to theresidence
of Xt Franeis “Navier! uum,ur Montreal. teaving F ather
Garnier in sole el arae of the \(-n\t v Missiom. The Dollow-
g narrative for the saceeeding vear 1= cogtaited o Chapter

cof Llution 16710 Second part. )

A\lvthnngh the nation of the Seneca may be uiore rade and
=avage, having lesz intercourse with the Freneho and farther
from the requisite disposition to enbrace the Futli neverthe-
Jess onr Fathers who have labored in their missions for the
past two vears: have fonnd there choiee sond= anid Father
Garnier \\'il-v::t'p'f‘ewnt has the entire charge of them, requests
assiztance 1 the hope that thesepeopie who e more niner-
ols Il..m all the other ]l«nluuh miay at loneth be timed, and
vive excellent scope tothe zeal of the missionaries whom i
i‘nu.\‘ M«':m' God to =end iamong thiem. The ditde Ih;lt, e
sends us s weil adapted to touel and attract hearts ftled
with the Holy Spirit. | The miracles oft grace wronght there,
cive us to =ce that the hand of God iz not shortened @ nore
than one hundred and ten baptized this vear. are manifest

- .

¢ The place was originally designed as aresort for the missionary Fathers.to which they
miwht retire in their annual retreats or in caxe of sickness : but it had already hecome
a1 mizsion home where converts from the several Irognoix cantons might take refure from
the constant persecttion of their own kindred. and also from the bad example and cor-
rupting influence of their Pagun countrymen who were becominz more and nore
debauched by their intercourse with New York traders, The new village increased
rapidly, and in 1674, had it= orzanized governinent with permanent Christian institutions,
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proofs of this, as well as the fervor and courage of some sonls
of the cleet. )

An old Christian named Francis Tehoronhiongoof the first
of the church of St. Michael, distinguished for his eminent
virtue and for the anthority he has acquired over those of his
own nation (IIurens), lmvm«r recently lost by death an inti-
mate friend. a gbod and very virtnous Christian, very sud-
denly, was so impres<ed by the eirenmstance of the import-
ance of dving well. and the necessity of being ready at any
moment to make the passage on which depends eternal hap-
piness or misery, that he s not able to difert his thoughts.
Such was the effect of this grade upon him, that. from that
time he formed the resolution, which he has inviolably kept.
to debar himself from all feastz where he saw anyv appearance
of superstition or of sin: and as the time. approached when
the intidel savages course throngh the towns for the accom.
plishment of their dreams, he made publie proclamation in

the towns of St Michael and St_Lanes, that no person shoulid .

approach him or any of Tis relatives to satisfy his- dream.
sinee he had” done with this ceremony, and renounced these
things at his baptism : and as he did not recognize’in a dream
anything divine, so he wonld neither render worship to his
own dream or the dreams of - otiers, . .

One of the sachems of the town for whom that people have
great respect. and desire to please. approaching him in the
course of this publie ceremony with a threat that unless he
accarded to iim what hie had dreamed, he \qu impute to him,

“as is the belief of these people, all the misfortunes that might

‘befall him, the menance did not in the least (leh hiim.
He replied, prondly, that being a Christian, he had no fear :
he made the same reply to all who_importuned him on the
gsubject. This Christian consisteney has won for him such
contiden¢e and respect, that if he happened wnexpectedly in
a gathering where the infidels are conversing together of

©
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. things immodest or to the disparagement of -the Faith or of
Christianity, thev immediately change their conversation :
many apply to him for instruction in onr holy mysteries
which he/nmderstands perfeetly @ also-to learn the prayers!

Divine Providence serves himself the oftener of aflliction to
hxpose them'to Tisten -to his holy-speech s hamiliation and

“misfortune render them the more duulo The same Father
writes n= that never has e had more attentive hearing than
sinee the hurning of the town of St Michael whicl ocedurred
Tast spring, when all the cabins with the chapel, were e
duced 1o ashes, withont the possibility: of <uving anvthing,
neither furnityre, corn, nor :1An_thin§_f necessary to life, These
poor people do ot appear in any wise tronbled by it bat
on the contrary they testifv to the Father that they recou-
nize God has punished them justly for their infidelity and
the resistance they had maintained il the. to the progress
of the gospel. Thev beg earnestly that he will by no means
feave them; they promise <o soon’ as they have rébuilt their
cabins and their palisade for security against their enemies;
1o et up a chapel mueh more beautiful than the former one.
and that they will be more assiduous in prayer than in the
past.  The Father adds that they malke their protestation in
terms o strong and with such marks of sincefty. that he is
livmly persuaded they will keep their word.  Fiad, jiat.

We recognize even more sensibly in their fatal maladies
the effects of grace. and the fraits the daily p=stractions pro-

© This azed man and his wife left the Seneca towns in 1677, with a son and 8 grand
child to sprid their remaining days ar the mission of the Mountain of Montreal ;| hav
it become free by the death of the heads of the cabin in which he had been o long a
«dave. He was received there with joy : already known by the unnual Relations of the
Jeunitx for hia fervent piety. he justified his reputation by his (‘ondm.\m the mission by
hix labors for the poor and aMicted. where he tinally became blind, a¥ was supposed by
hix intense devotion. 1le died in 164y, at the advanced ase of 100 years ; and the in-
scription over the place of his burial, in one of the ancient towers on the Mountain of
Montreal, reads : ** He was by his piety and probity the example of Christian«, and the
wonder of unbelievers.™



duce on min(l-s,{{mt. at the time. appear the more rebellions .
and opposed to the Faith. 1 give here among others two or
three examples which appear to be attended with circum-
stances the more remarkable.

A Sencca of the town of St. James.! verv aged and a per-
son of consideration, having been taken sick, the Father
visited him and offered on his part to render him all possible
_assistanee for the relief of his malady and the salvation of

his soul. - He refused both roughly, so that the Father was
compelled to wit.hdm{;v after some kind attentions. in order
not to prejudice him at the outset.  Many davs passed with
him in this ill nature, daring which theé Father was able fo
o nothing, except to intercede with God: for the miserable
" one, who to all human appearance must die withont baptism .
and in unbelief, the door of his cabin closed and all access to
him denied. F o
In the meanwhile, the Father was well apprised that he
s visibly sinking, which was to hiin an unspeakable sor-
row. It is only for those who have had the experience, to
anderstand what 1t is to see a single anfortnnate soul, that
cone has come to seek from acrogs the sea, <o near to perdition
without being able to give aid and sueeor in rescuing it from
the danger: but the goodness of God who shows Himself
equally favorable to the poor savage as to the greatest mon-
arch of carth, extended hix hand toward him in an unlooked
for manner.  As these people are guided by their dreams, it
was pezmitted that in ~leep he should see the Father who
gave him a medicine most efficacious for his recovery,  This
was enough to4nduce him to send with all poszible dispateh
and, on his own part, hcscoch/thc Father to ‘conie and visit
him immediately. e was /found at St Michael, where.
“awaiting the moment of grace, he had gone to visit his

I Gandagara. Sce note on Sencca towns, p. 25,
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churei. - He left evervthing at this news and returned with
all possible speed. The siek man was overjoved at his core
ing :made Inm o take o seat at his bed and said to him:
* Ongasera (which s the Indian name for the Father) give
me. T pray thee, immediately, the medicine: 1 have seen it
while dn aming. in thy h:nnl[:md itwill éure wme” <AL,
my brother,” replied the Father, = most willingly, Tan abont
to give thee a mulmnv but very «hﬂ'vrgn and far better than
that which thou hast seen in. the dream: thou art in ho-
farther tiegd for the body, whiclr 1= in no condition 1o be
benetited @7 a medicine of this nature, would only serve to
hasten the end of thy life. Fhe great Master of life. who
loves thee, commands me to give thee a medicine wTeer<
wholly heavenly, and will restoredife and health to thy soul:
de ll\u"xt from cternal death : “procure for it instead of this
poor life which we have in common with the auimalz atife
of everlasting happiness in heaven, by the help of baptisi.”
While the Father was speaking. the Holv Npirit wrought
wpon the heart of the savage, and at-the word haptism of
‘which he lrad spéken many times withgut effeet, he ronsed
~himself as from a deep slecp yned besonght him, carnestly, to
remind him of the instractions, which at other times he had
civen him to prepare him to receive’ the sacrament.  This
the Father was prgmpt to do. wnd the stk man fistened with
jov and consolation.  Having nevertheless judged it proper
to defer his baptism antil the morrow . at the break of day he
visitedd him and found him in holy impaticnee to see himself
‘of the number of the children of God, having pussed the en-
“tire night inacts of faith and contrition, and 1 reciting the
prayers taught him the previous day. which in no particular
.had he forgotten, so far as nbw‘l\{/’l by the Father, the sick
one having rcpe'ned them from memory in his pgesence. e
then received holy "baptism with sincere devotion: and hav:
ing passed the whole day and meht in praising God, asking
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that he might be hkm to p.u.uh\c'. ho died the following
dav. leaving this impression with his astor, that he was in-
fallibly of the number of the elec 1. )

1 mucludc this chapter with an extr: wt from a letter which
Irhave received from this same nn“unmw in these. terms:
“ Drankenness caused by the beverages which the infidels
bty from ith(' Iollanders, -brought  mere than cighty
leagues \w !¢m1 is now more ubiversal than' ever. C\tUldlll“
eV -ngin the wornen @ and these disorders continue for twelve
or fifteen davs after the arrival uf cach baind of traders.  Dur-
ine all this time as there is neither food nor tire in their
eabins, they are abandoned dn_\ and night:  The rest of the
people flee for concealment v the fields and the *woods,
Amid all this debaue ‘hery, thc virtue of onr Christians shines
ont brightlv.  They are steadfast in their duties and show as

Careat aversion to these orgies, as they are foreign to thens !

profession.  The drunkards, themnselves. evince this respect.
that they do not come near tie chapel.!  We have our as-
semblies as us=nal on Sundavs, afid our Christians gather
Cwith great pains from their hiding places, hearing mass with
as mueh quiet and devotion as at any other time of the vear.
"1 have more concern for the sick, not knowing where to find
them. I have not failed to baptize certain’ ones, among
them, an adnlt, who after a vear of Tabor, gave me much
consolation.” He was a catechumen and sufficiently diligent in,
the ordinary pravers.  One day, finding him very ill, T judged
it proper, with his consent, to prepare him for- 'lmptmn T
strueted him to this end, in the mysteries of onr faith, and
canzed him to perforn the acts neeessary to prepare imor
this sacrament, which. nevertheless for good reasons, 1 de-
ferred. Then hndnwhnn delirious and in danger of de 1th

o
' This was often theonly refuze of the missionary azainst permnul violence to which

from various canses, he was exposed : but more especially. in scenes such ax are here
described.
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“did not seruple to baptize ‘him.  Some time after coming to
himself, he called me and said angrily that 1 had deceived
him: that in his dream he had found himself in heaven
where the French had received him with the wheops that
thiev (savages) are accustomed to make on the arrival of thvir
rai‘tives of war. and that at the time he made his escape, thev
already had the fire brands in their hands to burn him. A
for the rest. that the water. which T poured upon his head
was a spell and sorcery which wonld  cause his death or tix
his fate to be burned eternally in the other world. T had
recourse to God, more especially, . this junecture so nnex-
pected s and av last, He gave me grice after three honrs of
contlict, with mildness and kindness, to convinee and nnde-
ceive him. He gave np all these delusions eaused by the
demon that would destroy him: e recovered with adniira-
ble behavior his tirst thonghts, and the sentiments of @ <onl
truly converted.  He only desired to die. rather than otfend
God any more, and be eternally happy m heaven. e made
Cof his own accord a petition at the close of the ordinary
prayers in these words: “ Thon who art in heaten have pity
on me: draw me, as soon as possibke from here below, that T
mayv be perfectly happy in heaven.” v

One other sick person hasconsoled me still more, acting in
the matter of Jiis health in a most extraordipary manner for
a savage. and who has given noble testimony to the Faith.
To gain him to God, besides the frequent instructions I ave
him, I spared myself in no respect night or day, to minister
to him and lead hun to believe that T strongly desired his
recovery. One day, pereeiving clearly that my remedies were
without effect, and that he was' continully growing waorse,
nevertheless, seeing my extraordinary earnestness to relieve
him, he said +o me: My brother. 1 =ee well that thon art
my friend, buu I pray thee no longer think of my body. but
apply thyself rather to save my soul: it is all over: [ shall
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die: T ean no longer doubt. and what is important is to die
well.™ T then instrneted him fully and baptized him, From
that time, well satisfied and thinking only of Paradise, he
commenced to sing his song, which they call the death song.
but i very different terms from those he formerly wonld
Tiave nsed, instraits or whiie ansunbeliever. = Tt is Jesus,”
he said, *whois the Master of my ife: he leads me to heaven!
never more to sin: nevermore to dream: the great’ Master
Cin heaven forbids it” These were his last sentiments which
he elung to even anto death,’ ‘
Afterall it is to be confessed that these peoples are stronglv
opposed to the Faith, and that the conversion of even one
savage ix a'stroke from heaven, The freedom that they cher-
ish more thaid their e the arrogance which is their nature
as well as the dickleness of their resolutions: the impurity in
which they are reared: the strong attachment they have for
their dreams and saperstitious customs: their sports and or-
dinary ocenpation in the chase and in the war, whicli renders
then nosettled and keeps them for the most of the time in
the field or forest, besides the demon of drunkenness, which
hax possessed them for.some years, are without doubt great
hinderanees for the permanent  establishment of religion.
Nevertheless, the zeal, the, trust, the devotion, patience and
Torbiearanee of our missionaries, surtnount all these obstacles
and give us reason to hope that God will ncrease the bless-
inges already bestowed, beyond evien what e at present gives
to their labors. Tt s already a great advantage, that they
suow the language: that they have found access to their
minds : that, they are loved and esteemed among them : that
thev liave entire freedom to preach, in public and private,
the word of God, and that there is scarcely a family in all
their country that i not more or’less instructed in the prin-
«cipal mysteries of our Faith. - Many possess the Faith,
“although still attached to their -evil customs and are not
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Chiristians by profession. They evinee this in their maladies
when often of their own accord, they send for onr Fathers
lest they should die withouat baptism.

Prayers are regularly observed in each town, Loth morning:
anid evening, in the chapel where the catechumens are gath-
ered, and where Christians receive on Sunday the sacraments
There adso they go through the catechism, in addition to the
instructions given them each day in - their eabins. N umbers
of little children escape to heaven throngh the grace of bap-
tisin, it heing one of the ehief solicitndes of onr Fathers to see
to it that not a <ingle one of these dics withont the sacrament.
It i= thus that, inspite of hell. these little ehurches make pro-
aress. There i< none of them that does not contain choiee
sonls. who dmitate the fervor and charity of the Chiristians of
the first ages, and furnish by their zood example a powerful
motive {or the conversion of others. I'n a word, our evangel-
ieal laborers are so far from thinking that there is noth\ihg to
be done for the Faith among these' peoples, that they call

capon ns from all sides and ask as for reinforeements with all
conceivable argencey, particularly those who Tabor in these
lands full of briers and thorus. for the enlfnre of peoples more
harbarons awd rebellions towurd the Gospel
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The following letter of Father Julian Garnier. still in =ole
charge of the three missions of the Conception, 8t. Michuel
and St. James, occapies Chap. VIL First Part of Relaiion..
1672. S ‘

The spiritual condition of ‘these missions, depends largely
upon temporal affairs, and more than all on the disposition of
mind to maintain peace with the French.  The sachems of
the town of Gandachioragou' had given me the assurance.
in a- council assembled for the purpose, that they desired to
pray to God, and in fact certain of them began to do this:
and though T had not as vet seen in them the essential prin-
eiples of the Faith, nevertheless, their example led the people
to listen to me and gave me every liberty to visit and instract
the sick. But rumors of a French invasion, ‘very soon,
overturned these small beginnings.  Their minds being
thus badly disposed, the evil one takes occasion to raise an
outery against the Faith and those who preach it. -+ An old
man who came here some years sinee from Goiogoiien—a
troublesome spirit, but skillful in speech, who does what he
will with our Senecas and passes among them for a wonder-
ful person—proves to them that the Faith produces death.
for the reason that of whole families who ﬁ)rx_nerly embracedl
it, when the late Father Menard, the apostolic missionary.,
resided at Cayuga, not a single soul, as he declares, remains
He farther says, that the Black-gowns are only here as-spies
who report everything to Onontio, that is, Monsicur the Gov-

¢

"1 Sec¢ note on Seneca towns, p. 25.
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ernor, or that theyv are sorcerers who accomplish by discase
what Onontio could not effect by force of arms. 1 know of
a certainty that thev have deliberated concerning my death
as a spy and as a sorcerer: our host himself. Onnonkenrita-
oiii.! the most prominent of the chiefs.of this great nation,
has often proposed to his sister to kill me, while she. at the
same time. has shown a great distrust of me on cconnt of -
her little daughter who often fell sick. ‘;\4 I Jh not retire
_at as earl¥ an hour asis their custom. and as T rem: un a
considerable. time in the evening. to pray to God in the
chapel, they persuade themselves that I cannot cmplo.\' my-
self in any other manner, than in holding communication
with some demon in plotting the ruin of their family. Thus
my life, humanly speaking, depends upon the health nf this
little daughter; and T run a great risk of losing it. if <he
should die. There would be as much cause for me to fear,
~hould any one bring the news of the probable march of the
French into this countrv. Many have assured me in advance,
that should this happen, they woukd certainly tomahawk me.?
In this it is, my Reverend Father, that [ am happy. aad
that I esteem the felicity of niy mission which ¢compels me
to consider each moment as the last of my life. and to labor
w\'f\lm in this state for the salvation of these poor <ouls,

.1 Danoncaritaouni of Gandachiragou assistunt of Tecaronhies, as keeper of the went-
crn door, the latter exercising . jurisdiction over the nost northern of thu o wi ;ﬁu-m
. to“nn the Sonnontouan of the Relations,

2 Father Menard at Cayugd was repeatedly threatened with death as a sorceref:  He
"relates that a warrior lodging in the same cabin, for three nizht~ in succession, attempt-
ed to kill him. and was only prevented by his host and friend S wonchiogwe, the chief of
the canton. The persecution of the missionary Fatherg as sorcerers was ¢lso common
among the Hurons. They were charzed with cansing not only personal calamities, but
all the miseries of the nation, and at times it wonld appear, that nothing short of spe-
cial divine intervention atayed or turned aside the marderous biow of the infuriated wav.
age. Father Jogues was killed among the Mohawke on charse of being u sorcerer. A -
belief -in sorcery and witchcraft appears to have prevailed very generally among the
Indian« of Americi. The Zunis in their recent visit to the Atlantic coast in charge
of Mr. Frank H, Curhing, while passing through Salem, looked upon the place with great
reverence and awe, as being the place where witcher once lived, and were burned.
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One single mfant secure in heaven through holy 1):1'}»t,isrn. is
- sufficient to chiange into sweetness all these bitter trials.
~ This old man of whom I have spoken. takes advantage of
evervthing that has cecurred of late, and particularly of what-
ever those who have beento Quebee. have reported against us,
[t by no means needed this, to turn from praver and to em-
bitter against ns a people so suspicions, and whe are entirely
given up to sorceries and superstitions: hence they cease to
come to the chapel.  If T enter their cabins to seek ont the
sick. they regard me with'an evil eve: andif T attempt to
instruet, they ordinarily interrupt me with insulting speect.
Any sudden ontbreak of drankenness, in such cirenmstances,
compels me to retive to the chapel where T have alwayvs found
refuge.  I5wonder that. in these troubles, never but in asin-
-ele instance, has _(ft'linkartl come to seek me there, and hiinx
thev prevented, nevertheless, from doing me injury.  Dur-
ing eleven months-there hiave died in all the towns of thix
nation. thirty-three baptized persons, almost all infants,  We
have baptized seven others who are still sick: in all forty.
The merey of God has been great toward certain baptized
adults, among others, toward a captive of the Ontoiiagannha
or Chaotianong, advanced in age: ordinarily they bring as
captives. only the yonng men from countries so distant.  God -
so ordered it that. happily, I <hould find myself in this place.
on his arrival with an interpreter, the only one I know of
this angnage in this country : he heard with pleasure all that
‘T taught him of the chief mysteries of our Fajth and of eter-
nal happiness in paradize. At length 1 found him disposed
to baptism, and 1 think he entered heaven the same dav he
arrived at Tsonmontoiian.  Divine Providence had conducted
him bound. miore than thiree hundred' leagues, to enable him
to find here the true liberty of the children of God.
- A woman being seized with epilepsy, threw hersell in the
midst of a large tive and before she conld be rescued, was so
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severelv burned. that the bones of her ‘h:m(l\'_ and arms fell
away one after the other.  As I was not inthe village, at
the time, a voung Frenchman that I have with me, who is
well ar~qu‘1mted with the ]an"u'me and performns worthilv the
office of a catechist, hastened thither - and havi ing found her
in her right mind. spoke to.her of Godand Ilis salvation, in- *
structed and performed for her all the necessary acts on the
oceasion and baptized her.  This poor creature spent the
vight or ten. days that ‘Yemained of her life, in praver: this
was her only consolation in her terrible suffering, and extreme
.-d):m‘ilionmem of all lmmmrfsucéor, which she endured with
admirable patience, in the hope of cternal fife. These are
effects of divine grace. which make themselves understood
“in these barbarons ¢ountries most obyiously, and  which
vreatly alleviate the tml>, fm"uc and afflictions of a mix-
‘~1<m.\rv' :

A Christian young man of astrantrc nation who dieda most
\.untlu\ death, touched me greatly whenever | encouraged him
to prav to God during his Jast sickness: his affection and
devotion were visible in his eves, over his countenance anid
in the fervor of hi:é'spe()('h: his relatives” were struck with
admiration : Te assured mé over and over again, that he de-
=ired death that he might the more speedily sce himsell in
heaven.  Suclr sentiments are a most. manifest token of -
faith. A Christian Iuron woman has given to-us .similar
proofs: she had, in short, allowed herself to be persuaded in
- theprostration cansed by along sickness, that a superstitious
feast wonld heal her: bntshe discovered her mistake, and- of
hér own accord desired to make public reparation, manifest-
ing great griel at having obeyéd the instruments of hell.
whom she upbraided 'in good earnest for the wickedness they
had shown in giving to her advice =0 detestable.’

! Father de Carlieil gives an account of ‘one of these renvts of healing, to which he
- war invited, at Tiohero, onc of the stations of the Cayuza miseion.—8e¢ Early Cliapters.
CTor Caynga Ilzelory Dp.42-3. :



The Hnrohsnf the Mission of St: Michael. mamifest greater
desire than ever to return to Quebec to augment the -church
of Notre Dame de Fe we.! Some of them who are not now
Christians, declare that then they wonld embrace the Faiti.
The most notable and aged of them all, took up the word i
continuation of a short lesson that I had given touching thi-
matter, and.declared that for himself, he wonld not wait =
long a time to become a Christian: that he had from thi-
hour formed the resolution: that he renounced his dreams
and all that was forbidden of God: that he would present
himself for continnal instruction: that he wonld not fail «
single day to assist in the praver and that he wonld exhort
others to follow his example. He has held to his word thns
far, and T hope that soon he will be baptized.

T conclude for the present. with a worthy act of Chrix-
tian conrage.  An aged person of this little church, who ha-
performed with great edification the office of catechist fo-
mote than twenty, vears, during which it had been deprive.
of a pastor. in epnsequence of the wars of many vears. hav-
inglearned that Iy onl= had been killed on the pot in
a battle ‘with the Gandastogue, he was afilicted to the Tust
deirree, althongh with entife resignation to the will of God,
which he constantly evinced in acts of heroism.  Bat what
surprised every one was, that a second report having beer

“brought in, that the young man was not dead aml that the
wounds he had received did not appear to be mortal. as he
had been borne awav on a sort of a litter, the old *man at

1+ This mission was founded by Father Jogeph Chaumonot, from a small Haron colony
which sought refuge on the Isle of Orleans oppotite Quebec, and which he himeelf -
companied, the year after the destruction of theiq nation. Ilere be remained with the
exception of the years 1655-8, when he was at Onondaga preparing the way for the
catablishment of the Iroguois misgions. In 1693, the year of his death, he removed the
miesion 10 4 new site where he erected a church and chapel modeled on the Holy
House of Lorette, and perfectly like it in form, materials, dimengions and furniture’’
Fiom this circumetance the mission took the name of Lorettc. Here thellurons lonyg |
enjoyed great prosperity.—See Shea’s Catholic Missions, pp. 197, 198.

¢
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onee regained his ~'nr1t~ and breathing - into his futh hew
vigor, he passed the dav'in rendering tha wksgiving to God,
: H nf reverence and gratitude.  The whole villaze gathered
ara body at his eabin in order to testify to him. their jov,
aind they left it with a high estimate of his virtue.
After all, T have remarked that it is not so miuch, the de-
seneraey of manners that prevents our savages from being
Chiristinns, as the false ideas which. for the most part, they .
b ;n\*e('nncvrnin‘r the Faith and of Christianity. 1 know nearly )
two hundreéd fnmllcs. arhong others, in lirm and permanent
sarriages, who bring up their children morally well : who
forbid their danghters too free outside acquaintance. so that
they are kept from dissipation and lewdness: who have a
horror of diunkenness, and who only need the Faith to lead
‘i allorespects Chiistian-like lives. Tt is this gift of God that
we 1mpIm’c without ce: wing for these poor souls. who are the
price of His blood, and whom 1 v«)mmuul vér v ospecially, my
Reverend Father. to your holv prayers and pions sacrifices.

TRONNONTOU AN, July 20; 1672,




/ VIIL

“Fhis letter of Father Garnier comprises chapter VIL of R
lation 1672-3" and pertains to the missions of the Conception
aned St Michiacl, : : o ’

= We have never discharesed our duties with_mmw}' of quiet.
or with more of freedom than the present vear.  The Father
P. Raffeix,” arrived at’ the Coneéption. at the end of July, «
month after T resumed charge of St Michael, where T had
not been for a year, ax the village had entirely burned dowh,
and as T was left alone at Tzonnontoiian. T have received
all the satisfaction 1 conld Lope for-in our Christiauns, from

their assidaity in frequenting the chapel, morning and even-

~ang, for the praver. and from  ther promptness in coming

.

every Sunday to the instruction that T give them before the
mass, as well as for the zeal with whichh many of thern bear -
testimony in support of the party of the Faith in the pres-
ence of lewd persons who talk against it. A certain person
having said, one day at & superstitions feast which she had
given. that the fear 6 my reproofs had kept her for a length
of time to her dutv: “the fear of God and His judgments
should restrain vou alwavs.” replied a zood Christian who'
was present s and as e was acquainted with onr mysteries.
Le followed with excellent instraction in the hearing of all.
What has given esteemr to the prayer, is ﬂlc example of

)
5 .

v Relation co qui s et passe de plus vemucrquable anx Misnions dex f’»rr,w de la (ompag-
nie de Jexus en 1@ Nouvelle France lex @nnes 1672 ¢t 1673 Par le Rer. Pere Clande Dablon.
Thix Relation war printed by John Gilmuary Shea in 1361, / ’

+ Fathier Raffeix had left the previous year to take charge of the Cayugza miszion in
tae abrence of Father de Carhedl for the recovery of his health.
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the principal men who are foremost to come to prav to God.
The Chief of the ITurons allows no oceasion to pass, withont
-exhorting. especially, the old men to embrace the faith with-
~ont delay : and were it not for the engerness with which they
Feeur to superstitions remedices in their sicknesses. this chureh
would Targely inerease inoa short time. The Neaters and
the Onontiogas, who form a part of the town, are at last

softened by the example of the Hurons wnd at present eome.

to the prayer' in connon with them, ’

As there ix not vet a chapel in the town of St. James,
which, however, at one time was larger than S Michael, T
was obliged to make ap the want, by frequent visits among
tiie cabins, both to haptize the sick infant= and to instruet
the adalt sick and .others. " T assist them in the praver, after
the instrnetion in the cabins: and many have come to meet
me at St Michael and to pray to God in the chapel.  The
complaint that each one makes to me when T 2 to see them
ix, that we prefer the Hurons to them: and that of all the
[roquois principal towns, this is the only one that has not a
niszionary among them : if vour Reverence would do ns the
favor to send us a third, T have hope that he will be well re-
ceived.' Tt s necessary there for the commencement of a
church. which can only be successfully done by a person who
resides on the spot. xince there are many infunts and adults
who dice before T learn of their sickness, and consequently
without assurance: for #he reason that I am not on the
ground, whatever diligenice I use, it will be that some con-
tinually escape.

I have baptized since the month of July, 16720 forty-three
infants, of which twenty-nine rejoiced soon after in the hap-
piness which baptism had bronght them. and many of the
others still languish: and twelve adults, of whom nine died

! Father Pierron was =oon after sent to St. James in accordance with this request, -

-
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shortly after” their haptism and left me excellent signs of
their predestination. Besides these. many infants are dead.

baptizendin preceding vears.  Among the twelve adnlts whom

I baptized, the divine mercy appeared more especially toward
certain ones who appeared to offer the greatest resistance to
the grace.  The first was an old man. strongly attached to
the <uperstitions of “the country/ and above all to the princi-
pal one, which is the fulfillmet of their dreams. God served
Himself of this at the same time for his salvation : for after
having listened often to what had been said of the great
Master of all things whe isin heaven: of the mercies which
IIe Destows upon those who are obedient. and the judgments
which He inflicts upon those who are rebellious. # was per-
mitted that He Hiuiself be shown to him in a dream. which
offered to him his {riendship, and promised to him all kinds
of good in heaven: 1 had no further difficulty in persuad-
ing him that if he wonld disten to the word of God, hie would
have pity upon him. “T doabt no more.” replied the sick
man, = make me to nderstand His will as <oon as possible.

that I may execute it.™"

¥ Frequent reference i= made in the previou« articles of this series, as indeed throngh-
out both the Huron and Iroquoia Relations, to the power of dreams over the savagse
mind. which when once interpreted, were to be execnted at all hazards, The Senecas.
according to Father Fremin, were exceedingly scrupulois in thin obedience to their
divinity. This superstition retained its hold among them long after. as may be inferred
from the following incident given by Morgan in s Jroguois League, iin a note to page
214 which, in this connection, will be read with interest : In 1810 the celebrated Corn-
planter. chief of the Senécas, resigned his chiefuhip In cunsequence of adream. * Dur
ing a New Year's celebration at his village on the Allegany, he went from house to house
for three aays, annonncing wherever he went. that he had had i dream and wished to
find fome one to puess it. On the third day a Seneéa told him he would relate his
dream.  Seeing him nearly naked and shivering with cold, he 8aid, you shall henceforth
be called Onono, meaning cold. This signified that his name, Gyantwaka, should pass
away from him and with it his title ar chief. He then explained the interpretation 1o
Cornplanter more fully : that he had had a sufficient term of service for the goud of the
nation : that he was grown too old 1o be of inuch further use as a warrinr or a conn-
sellor and that he must therefore apppoint a successor ; that if he wished to pre.
serve the continued good will of the Great Spirit, he must remove from his house and
s#ight every article of the workmanship or invention of the white man. Cornplanter
having listened with earnest attention to this interpretation, confessed that it was cor-

1
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Another old man of the Onenro nation. whom T had so-
licited for a long time to become o (hnm m, fell siek: -Ins
wife, who was the only one to takes care of him also w: oy
taken =ick and died a fow davs after, as ~hn had lived, in o
Christian-dike wav, The ‘'man =eeing hims=elf in the Tast ex-
tremityy commeneed to listen to thedustruction that [ gave
b He hiad no other consolation npon carth. but the hopwe

~of Paradise. which stréngthened in him continnally e the

“measire that he heeame disousted with s Tife,
I eone lmiv‘\\n} the bapti=m of a voirnr woman who lan.

anishied for s long time. She was of o centle and innocent

dizposition und readilv remembered] as wetl as Bistenad o
my jnstrnetions. Both hier parentss who Iad o oreat aver
sionto the Faith, told her contimudiv that <he <houkl not
listen 1o me: that [ only deceived her and th:t she \\ouH
find in Tieaven only fires in pliee of the happiness 1 had
carssd her ty oaoe £ X the savages have areat respeet
for thetr varents aned believe readily all that they sav to
them. thi= good woman for alenath of time praved to God
conditionallv s = If it i< true that one s happy m heaven,
Thonw who art the Master of it lave pity on me and conduet
me there after my death.” After lnboring for a long time to
remnove the suspicion with avhich thev had inspired her, ]
]lul the consoltion of \"/‘l"_" hev l]l‘l):]f’t hife (f-:ltir'L*}\' con-
vineed of the trath of the Faith, and with areat dezire to go

-

reetly suessed and that he was rexolved to exeente it,  I1is presents. which he had re.

ceived from W ‘nﬂh.ns:hm Adams, Jetlerson and others, he collected tozether, with the

exception of ln- tomahawk: and burned them. Among his prescnts thus consumed,
was a fadl aniform of an Amvcrican officer, including an elecant sword and hisx medal
viven him by Washington.: He then selected an old and iutimate friend to be his sac-
cersor and sent to him Lis tomahawk and a bélt of wampum .to announce his resolu-

tion and wishes.  Althouwsh contrary to their customs. the Senecas. out of reverence for,

hi< extraordinary dream. at once raised up as chief the person selected by Cornplanter.
and invested him with the name, of Gyantwaka, which he bore during hi« ]irl'. - Corn-
planter, after this event, was always known among the Iroquois under the name of
Onono.  His tomahawk, the la<t relic of Cornplanter. is now in the State Historical Col-
lection at Alhany."r
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to heaven, which made her importunate to be baptized as
soon as possible.  Sceing her in so holy a disposition, T ac-
corded to her desire: and: going to see her the following day,
T learned that she had dicd soon after her baptism. At the
same time, I learned that a youth wounded with an arrow,’
was in extremity; [ 1)'1pu/cd him and in an hour aftcrward

hedied. Seven adults and cight children baptized by Father
Raffeix, who died shortly after baptism, increased the num-
ber of the elect.”

[t was in this year (1673) that Frontenac bcg:m the fort,
which subsequently boré his name. near the. outlet of Lake
Ontario; but in order to quiet any suspicions the Iroquois
mtght take at such a movement, he despatched La Salle to
Onondaga, the capital of the confederacy, to arrange for a
couneil to be held at Kente' the last of June, and ~hould he
judge proper; to convey word of the same to the other vil-
lages. The followm" letter of ‘Father Garnier to Frontenac,
written from Tsonnontouan, under date of July 10, 1673,
(translated from the Margry Documents; 1. pp. 289-240,) will
show how the proposition was received by the Senccas,

“After presenting you with my most humble respects, and
assuring you that I share largely in the general joy at your
happy arrival in the country, praying God that Ile would
assist you by Iis spirit, in order that vour plans may suc-
ceed to the advancement of Ilis holy service; for the honor
of the King, and for the welfare: of the whole country, it is
my further duty to inform you of what is passing” in this
quarter regarding the King's serviee. 'As soon as I received
your commands, ‘conveved by Siear de Ta Salle, T made them
known to the savages of this nation, which comprises three

gpprincip:ll‘ towns 1, two are composed of the natives of the

t The place was chanzed at the request of the Irdqno‘.s, and the council wae held at
Cataracoui, the site of the projected fort.
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conntry, and the third, of the remnants of several Iluron
nations. destroved by the Iroquois.  Altogether, they are
able to raise about eight hundred men, capable of conduct-
ing war against their enemies. The chiefs of each village
have been deputed to meet you at the place which you have
designated.  They have made peace with all ghe nations with
which M. de Courcelles' had forbidden them to make war,
the I\m«r having taken them under his protection. They
have recalled all their young men, no 'more to turn their arms
against that region.  Their greatest desire now is, to carry
on commerce with Montreal whither they will gl Idlv take
their skins, if their commodities find as good a market there
as at Orange, where this year they have advanced in price.
They greatly desire that the French should ‘dwell in their
country, above all such as will be most useful, as blacksmiths,
and armorers. These are the requests they make for them-
selves. I am, ete.”
The French occupation nf the Nm,;'lm River -under La
Salle, in 1678, rendered itexpedient to send another'embassy
to the Seneeas, to quiet their suspicions, more particularly
with' reference to the project of building there a vessel to
facilitate purposes of trade.* The mission was confided to
the Sieur de la Motte, accompanied by the Recollect Father
Louis IIcnnO[-m who records thé journey of five days from
Niagara, in the dead of winter, and their reception at the
. Seneea village  The next day after their arrival (January 1,
1679), mass wax celebrated in the little bark chapel and-a
“serion was preached by Hennepin, both the Fathers, Gar- :
nier and Radfeix, being present. The eounetl.was convened o
the following day, cmnpmsml of fnrt,\'-twi sachems+—nd ™+

‘1/

U The predecessorof ‘E'rmm nac as Governor of New France.

# For a full account of this ¢ nterprise and the subsequent fortanes of the veﬂsel fee
The Building (t}/v(' Voyuge of the Grigon i 1679, by O. l1. Marshall.

3 Shea's Hennepin, Deveription of Lovisiana, pp.- 75 81.




althongh these Indinns (says Hennepink who are alinost all
farce men. were merely wrapped in robes of beaver or wolf
sking, and some in black squirrel <kins, often with a pipe in
the meath, no Seunator of Venice ever assumned a graver
conntenance or spoke with more weight than the’ Iroquois
stchems in their assemblies.”™  After the interpreter had
explained the object of this visit, stating = that the Siear de
L Salle, theinr friend. was goine to buildsa great, woodlen
canoe to o and seck gonds in Europe, by a shorter way than
that by the wapids of the St Lawrenee, in order to supply
them with the same at a cheaper rate,” with other reasons, -

“the enstowary presents were distributed Cin behalf of the

Freneh nation, cousisting of codds to the value of four hun:
dred - livees, But before his speech, Sienr de l:l‘.\fﬂﬂ(‘
demanded t]w withdrawal from the couneill of the Jesuir
Garnier, of whom he was suspicions : and Hennepin,' mor-

! Father Lovrs JIENNEPIN washori at Ath! in Hainhut. Te entered the order of St
Francis as a novice in the Recollect convent at Bethune in the province of Artois, He
arrived in Canada in September 1675, on the same vessel with Robert Cavelier, Sicar de
a Salle to whom Lonis X1V had granted letters of nobility and the scigniory of Fort”
Frontenae, a short time previous. He journeyed as a missionary to different pointa,
and from Fort Frontenac with,a sinule compunion made a journey on snow.shoes to the
of the Troguois, visiting the Onondagas, Oneida and Mohawk cantons, at the
neeting Father Brayas, ged making s vopy of his Raciees Aguiereg, after which
he returned to Fort Frontenac and built a mission house in which Iroguois and French
ciiiidren were associated together ina school. In 1673 bhe was one of the number
selected to accompany La Salle in his fourth vovage of discovery to the south-west of
the great lakes, The ‘party left Fort Frontenac in Novewber, and after coasting
alone the northern shore of Lake Ontario réached Tenaiagon at the head of the lake.
On thie 5th of Dece mber they reached the mouth of the Ni: 1A river which no barque
had ever yot entered.  The next day explorations were made’ to find a suitabile place to
construct a vessel above the falls, which resulted in selecting a point on Cayuca creck
near the present hamlet of La Salle. While the workmen were engaged in the con-
struetion of. this, the first vessel to navisate the upper lakes, he accompaniced Sieur de
Ia Mofte on afive days” winter journey throuch the forest to-the great village Sonon.
towan, of the Senccas, of which Tezuronhies was chief sachem, and henee, sometimes
called Tegaronhics town, This was then located on the west side of Honeoye creek,
mile and a half N. N. W_ of Honcoye Fulls, Father Julian Garnier was then in charge
of the Missjon at thix villare, and Sicur de la Motte refused to deliver bis message to
the council in his presence, forwhich reason Garnier withdrew accompanied by Henne.
pin, both highly offended. The vessel, named the Griffon, was launched early in the
spring. loaded with a forge, ship carpenter’s tools and the iron work for a vessel to be

connt
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Atified at the atfront given to the missionary of the villaee,
withdrew with him and took no farther part, for that dav, i
the proceedings. The next day thie Senecas replied to the
presents, article by article, expressing their satisfaction and
their thanks. "On the Jast dav of the conneil, a band of
Seuneen warriors: brought in a = ITontonagaha™ captive and
after snbjecting him to the castomary tortures, allowed the

¢hildren to cut-bits of flesh from the dead body, and eat then,

Disensted with the whole scene, de La Motte and his com-
panions withdrew from the.chiels cabin and without delay
retraced their steps throneh the forests to the Niagara River

In the meanwhile the work of the aissionaries, now rein-
forced by the arrival of Father Jobn Pierron from the Mo.
hawk. was contested at every step, «-i'lwviully by thie med-
icine men, who were ever using their intluence with the
‘!u'a\}r}«‘. for the perseention of the miszionarvies.  Garnier
was acensed of sorcery, and as acceusation and condemuation
were nearlysvionymous, thev determined to tomahawk him.
The execntioner was named and paid @ but God aveérteld the

built on the banks of the Illinojs river. and srarted on its perilous voyage Auwnst 7,
17, Coasting along the north shore of Lake Erie, through lakes St Clair and Huron,
they reached St Iznace of Michillimacinac, and afterward an ixland at the entrance of
Green Bay, where the carzo was unloaded and transferred to small boats, and thfe vessels
reloaded with fur« sind sent back to Niagara. They reached the southern extrenity of
Luake Michizan October 2xth, from which two routes led to the Hlinois : one followert
by Marqnette and Joliet on their return by way ¢f Desplaines and Chicago rivers: the
other by way of 8t. Joreph’s on the east side of the lake, to present South Bend. and
thence by a short portace to the Kankakee and down it to the Illinois.  La Sualle chose
the latter and conatructed at the mouth of St. Joseph's a_fort named the Fort.of Mia-
mir, On the 3d of December they ascended the St. Joreph's to the portage, and thence
descended the Kankakee and Illinois to present Peoria, where a second fort was com-
menced under the éigniﬂvﬂnt,namg of Fort Crerecoenr or the Broken Heart, for this
apparently marked the extreme western limit of La Salle’s third attempt and third fail-
ure to reach the great Missisxippi. Here the keer was laid of & bargne, in which it was
propored to descend the Mississippi  From here, with two companions, Michael
Accault and Anthony Auguelle, Hennepin, on-February 20th, was seut to explore the
upper Mississippi, and lay the foundation for missions among the nnknown tribes,
They descended the Illinois to the Mirsisrippi and thence aecending the latter through
the drifting 1ce, were on the 11th of April 1680, captured by a party of 120 Sionx who
were descending the river to make war on the Miami's, Ilinois and Tamaroas.—J. & C.
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blow. Raffeix sought to lead a dying girl to the truth, but
such was the hatred then prevailing against thié missionaries,
that she sprang from the sick couch and tore his face with
her nails, till he streamed with blood. e did not however.
despair ; continuing his visits, hix kind and gentle manners
disabused her. -She listened, was convinced, and to his con-

solation died piously uttering a prayer to Jesus the Giver of
life.™

1 Shea's Catholic Missiona, 292-3.




VIIL 2 o

This chapter will conclude the history of the Seneca Mis-

sions ; and comprises all that may be gathcrcd‘ from Rela-
tion. 1673-9." ' :

Father Raffeix writes from Sonnontouan in these terms:

“ We endeavor to let no children die without baptism. I have

conferred it on many this year, 1675, several of whom died

after receiving it.  As they -are our surest gain, they form
our greatest consolation, and. we watch over them with
special care, and God very often in regard to these innocent
little ones discovers the treasures of his special Providence.
Frequently mothers who had no inelination for the faith have
comeé to me to restore to health their dying children, who
expired after T had given them spiritual health by baptism,
instead of the bodily health they had brought me to confer.
T had for six months heen watching a sickly little child.

‘Our fear of making apostates, in case thgy recover from dis-

ease, makes us wait to- the last, till dangérnf death.  Satan
envious of the glory which this ¢hild will render to God for
all eternity in heaven, it was carried away to a cabin remote
from’ the village, and deep in the woods. _ ‘

Besides this I learned that it was dying.  One day as']
was ready to say mass, I was told that some were going to
that cabin. T liad begged them to let me know when any
one was going. I left the village with those who cet out to
20 thrc, and I asg:crmined the road thoy‘took. After mass

) The scveral translations contained in thxs cuapt,cr wcre madc by Dr. John Gilmary .
Shea, for lhe present work.
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I started. The child’s gnardian angel made me find people
at every fork of the I‘()']tl But T shonld never have got.

theére, had not three young children. who had come from the

place whither T was going, and who were on their way home,
changed their mind. They turned back with me. but scam-
pered around in the woods =o that T Jost sight of them. 1
overtook them at Iast and reiched the cabin, bat found neither

1

the mother nor the dving child there, although the three

clnldren h.‘ul left thein there <hortly he furo I sent “thred

“times to call the mother from a h(‘l"]l})ﬂllll" field to which

<hie was in the habitof going.  Three times. too, T went there
myself. and as T was returning the last time she entered ‘the
cabin. with her cln}d from another direction. 1 remnined
<ome time with it while shewent to feteh water, which | el
to baptize the ¢hild, Wiieh died soon after. ,

- You see how a, missionary shonld not spare ~h1,;n~( Jf, bt

~if* he has not great taet, he will lose many ninpnrmnmv\ of
" aeting for the sulvation of the children.” ‘

“Tast vear thiey baptized 3: 50 Ir wpnoiz. The vear-before
Father Garnder baptized 55 in one.of the Seneea towns, and
Father Pierron 90 at Sonnontonan.” )

RELATION 1673-4, crar. v. )11~~10\b OF ST, MICHAEL AND
' ST, JAMES AMONG THE .s},.\,}-,c.\s.

Af the Indians of the town of St Michael were as well
weaned from the wpchtmon\ of the conntry as they lave
hitherto preserved themselves from the vice of drankenness.
there would be no difficalty in making them genuine Chris-
tians Most of them olicit baptism from: Father Garnier,

“who is 0 )h% 1 to fefnse them, bee ause they will not renonnce

certain dances and other ~upcr\t1tmn\ ceremonies, which they
cmploy as remedies in sickness. Two things render tlieir
attachments - to this kind of folly more difficalt to break.
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The first is the false hope of “recovering their health by this

Cmeans, The secimd is the profit which many derive from,

them. This has not prevented two of the poorest families in

the town from =etting an example of conrage and fidelity o

God,all the more admirable, inasmuch as by abandoning the
practice of these Sll!n‘lailﬁnl». thQ\" A]t‘l\rl\('tl ﬂu'm.\« Jves of
thv only stay left them to relieve their poverty and extrene
i it
a powerfal gracd, an evident te stunony of heroie virtue,
A Haron woman, who liad loue been a Christian. after
shaving lived i great innoeence, combined with mnel deli-
cacy of conscience, feeling hersell attacked by a severe dis-
case. summoned the Father at onee, to assure hin in the
presence. of all her kindred. that: she wished todie as <he had
livedd. renonne ing evervthing at varianee with her profession
of Christianity.” As she =oon saw’ herself howt Ly the
medicine men and soothgavdrs of the conntry, who nreed her
to permit them at least to tell her the ciuse of her death. she
left her eabin to be vild of their ’mp«u‘tunit\' and dvinge as
<he was, had herselt carried to the middle of the tields
Thence she sent to ask the Father to come, and Stgest o
hier =ome pious pr:l_\'crs. Thix noble act merited her obtain-
e, as o reward in this life, the conversion of her husband.
While she lived he would never listen to anvthing in ree: wd to
his bemg baptized : but as <oon as she was dead, he was the.
tirst to ask this favor, with great éarnestness. Thus does God
display i these far coantrics, as well as clww]r( ey that he is
the Master of hearts. to toneh and attrac t them eflic xf'nm\l\,
at the time and in the manner that he pleazes.  Ile scenis to
expect some at the hour of death, and emplovs bodily ail-
ment to restore health to the soul, as Lie did in the case of a
voung woman, the infection exhaling from whose body had
made them turn ont of several ¢éabins, althonel the Indians

are far from nice in such matters.  The missionary was still

We nft( ‘n.see in these poor savages, similar ¢ 1'fm'1~ of

!
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less o, and this infeetious o did not prevent his. assiduons
visits to instruet her. | He foand her very well disposed by
the Tively ‘xm)l‘dwn\mn of the sufferings of afature life. and
by deep sorrow for having indulged in alife of sin The
Father  deemed it expedient to grant her the grace of bap-
tism, and he had reason for prompt action, for the sacrament
was immediately followed by death.

There are others whom God converts by the ministry and
exhortations of those who resist conversion themselves,  An
Indian of the town of the Conception has already obtained

" the salvation of several of hisrelatives, but Lias been unwill-
ing to labor for his own salvation. Ile is a anan of very.
good sense, who has always taken pleasure in the instraction
‘of the missionarics.  As he has much intellect, he is well.
versed in the mysteries of our religion; he calls himself a
Christian by choive, although his life has hitherto rendered
him unworthy of ‘baptism.  When he learns that any of his
relatives or fricnds is dangerously ill, he goes and instruets
him, and to be more easily believed by the patient, he assures
him thdt he has long examined what thé Black Gowns say,
and that after all his examination, he could find nothing that
did not conformn to the truth: that morcover he is. persuad-
ing them only to do what he intends to do himself: and he
mtends really to solicit baptistn when e sees he is going to
die. He says these things so appositely and skillfully, that
scarcely one fails to be convinced, or be perfectly prepared
by him to receive that sacrament. e did this recently so
happily in the ease of one of his nephews, that Father Gar-
nier was delighted at the fervor with which this young man
solicited hApth, and the rare dhposmons with which he

received it -

Bat of all the means which God employs most in these
three towns of St. Michael, St. James and the Conception,
which belong to the nation of the Senecas, that which nost

S
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efficactously converts the Indians s miserv and being aban-
doned by all creatures. None are better  disposed to hear
instructions or-more prompt in oheving the movements of
grace, than the poor slaves or other pérsons destitute of all
succor, and forsaken by all the world.  These give the mis-

sionary the greatest consolation, and amid. their temporal .

miseries. they more voluntarily receive the good tidings of
their eternal happiness. The Father bhas baptized this year

some of this class, and they all live as true Christians.  He’

might have expected the same success with many others, if
he had had time enough to continue to instruct them, and
4t the same time attend the sick who have been very num-
erous, and many of whom died after receiving baptism.

MISSION OF THE CONCEPTION AT SONNONTOUAN.

Father . Raffeix, who has charge of this mission writes as
follows: *The great number of %upersbitione which have
gathered here with these tribes, wluch have taken refuge here
after the destruction of their own country, raises up ‘a_very
- notable obstacle to the propaghtion of the gospel. . The
remoteness of the French, whose settlements the Seneeas
rarely visit, makes the teaching of our Faith seem strange to
them, because they have never seen any one believe ‘and
practice it.  Morcover libertinage and moral Corrnpiion which
makes them publicly approve and praise all vices, do much
~ to induce them to live like beasts, and make them insensible
to all that concerns salvation.” Not but that a very good
natural disposition is observable in many, and that most of
them are much less subject to their passions than Enropeans.
But where corrupt nature rules. men give way to bad exam-
ple, and these rich natures which will one day do wonders,
when virtue controls them, are as vet too weak to resist
human respect.  Few adults would die without receiving

-
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baptism. il we coulid tind “them alone th instruet them @ but
the shame of passing for Christians in the eves of these who
are not. is a great obstacle to their conversion. = And for this
reason [ have been unable this vear to baptize more than ten
“adults, who all died after recetving that blessing,  Many of
those who pray to God when_ they are alone in the chapel.
wnld be ashamed to do <o before those who do not prav..
A yonng woman took poison in- conseqience of some griev-
ons displeasure she had received. T went to see her in her |
cabin several times tospeak to herof her salvaton,  Huma
respect sealed hier lips,  From time to time T took her reme-
“dies and some delicacies. that <he might relish more easily
what T said of God, and of the eternal happiness or mizery
of her soul.  As long as her husband or mother was near
her, she would not speak at all. T xaw clearly that T mnst
tind hier alone, and that very soon. for she was near her end.
I weunt there sometimes o carly or <o late that T lost guv way
in the ficlds as T returned. At last one day when her hins-
band was away. and her mother.went for water, she opened
her heart to me. praving to Godi/with mach fervor to pardon
her sins.  She then listened very voluntarily to the instrae.
tions I eave her, and prepared to receive baptism. AL it is
true, are not o completely slaves of Tniman respect. Oue of
the sachems of the town calledd me to sayv: = IHere are my
niece and grand-danghter, who can do no more, they lave,
lingered long.  Tell them elearly, all abont the praver, so as
to prepare them fas well as you can to become, Christians.”
I should regret it deeply, if this old man. who ix not vet
baptized, should himself lose the grace, which two of hix
daughters. his niece and grand niece have received this.vear:
and which., we have grounds to believe. thev carried wns=ul-
lied to 'heaven, for they died soon after baptisin.
Traveling one day with a man who was returning from a
war party, as I conversed with hin on religion and the myvs-
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teries of faith, he related to me that one of the chiefs of
“their army. holding council near the enemy’s country, had
<uicd thitthey mnst zo fearlessly into action. = For my part.”
he continned,, = T am far from entertaining any fear: for |
kuow that ndthing happens to us, exeept by the permission
of him who ix o heaven, whom T adore and whom Tinvoke
~stiee |oembraced Christianity,” Would that all possessed
the same conraze, and conld rise above human respeet.

I cammot express the pleasure which I felt on hearing an
oik man who had been w Christian for st'\f(‘rn!'.\'\‘:u\. and who
does ot belemez o the connteye = AL he said, > When
wili it ey happisess to remove to the country nf Faith.
drnong the Freneh and Jive no longer where God s net
snown and where he is sooften offended ? How happy <hould
[ live :nu] die amons my brethven, the Chvistions of Queber

or ot T Prairie la Magdeluin@? 1f 1T and wy fonily do not
~oon Teave this conutry,my sons my grusd-dianchter and my
wife will be exposeil todose the faith amid this infidelity,
and debanchery, whereas il they lived among Christinns,
they wonkld be saved by following their good example.” Tle
has accordingly resolved. cost \\vh:nt it will, to et ontamonth
“hence to reside at Quebee, He will not.accomplish it with-
ont great toil and diffieulty.  God has his predestined every-
where : hut/this cood erain ix <till very rare in this country,
It will be for fervént and zealons missionaries. who come
here often to cultivate this angratefnl and sterile land, ‘to
mn‘k‘c the secid yield a handred fold. ’

Of the nmumber of these 1)1((10\(!“0(1 are especially the

Cittle ehildren, whom we endeavor never to allow to die an-
baptized. T have conferred it on a great number this voar.
Fourteen of them die'l after receiving it. As they are our
nurest u.un thc are also onr greatest consolation,

The following extrnets embrace®all that iz contained in the
Relations coneerning the Séneea Missions from 1673 to 1679

\
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RELATION 1674

“If Father Carheil does not sanctify himself as much as
he Jesires, 1t is certairy ﬂiat he does so, asdo Fathers Garnier
and’ Raffeix in the towns of Seneca, which are the mosi -
remote from™ us, and also apparently from the Faith. . )IL)w
ever these two brave missionaries make many conquext,a,
from the ememy. Father Picrron has gone to join them to
take care of a large town, w}nch we have not been able
hitherto to pr(mdc. - .

'RELATION 1675, MISSION AMONG THE moyﬁoxs, CALLED
SO\'\'O\'TOUA\'%. .

Fathers Pierron, Raffelx and Garnjer, who labor in three
different towns, are, so to_say; oblwed o carrv their lives in
their hands at all times, for théy are in almost habitual ‘dan-
ger of being massacred by those savages.

, In fact, since the Senecas entirely defeated the Andas-
t.ogues, who were their ancient and most formidable enemies.
their insolence knows no boun‘dé They talk onlv of renew-:
ing the wur against our alhcs and even against the French.
.md beginning by the destruction of Fort Catarokoui. They
not long since resolved to tomahawk Father Garnier. treat-
ing him as a sorcerer. They had not only selected. but
‘even paid the man who was to strike the blow, and we
should no longer possess this missionary had not God pre:
served him by a most singular Providence.  All these insults’
do/not prevent the Fathers from performing their functions
boldlv, giving instraction in their cabin and chapels. where
they have baptized more than a hundred persons within a
vear, and tlxey‘ﬁml'thnt fifty, children and aduolts, die every
vear, after baptisin.  However, it these savages take np arms
againsg uc,//‘:h' they thieaten, our missions are in great dan-
wer, eithef of being r\uncd or at least interrmpted, as long as’
the war Jasts.
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RELATION 1676-7.

The upper Iroquois, that is to say. those whose lands are
most remote from the French settlements, especialiv the
Senecas and Cayugas, are the most haughty and insolent of
all.  They go so far as to pursue the missionaries tomahawk
in hand, pelt-them with stones, demolish their chapels and’
their little cabins, licaping on them a thousand other kinds
“of gross ill treatment. ..

S *, % * * ®x * * *

I can draw nothing else from the letters of Fathers de
Carheil, Pierron, Raffeix and Garnier, who are among the
apper Iroquois: their greatest and almost sole occupation ‘is
to suffer, and so to say, die each mmoment, under the blow of
continual threats and insults which these savages necc7sanly
breathe against them. In spite of all this, they have not.
neglected to wrest many souls from hell. For his part,
Father Pierron has b'lptx/cd since a year ago, nincty of these
Indians, almost all children, of whom fifty died after baptism.

* * * * * 'y * % *

, ‘/I‘n one town of the Senccas, where Father Garnier is, there
have died within a year forty children and forty adalts, bap-
tized.  As for Father Raffeix, who i~. in another town of the
Senecas, he reports that he pmﬁtcd well by a pulmonary
disorder with wlnch Gol has chastised these savage inhabi-
tants, and which curied off in 4 méonth sixty small children,
“I have not &}).U‘C(l myself in order to be able to obtain the
grace of -baptism for them, as well as for those adults whom
God made known to be ITisin the course of this fatal
~malady.” , ‘
RELATION 1677-8.

Fuarther on, Fathers Radfeix and Garnier, who are at Son-
nontouarn. and where the danger is greatest (beeause it is the
nation which more especially desires war) have conferred

e
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during this vear baptism on two hundred and twelve, among
whom there are more than seventy children, a-part of whom
have gone to inerease the chureh trinmphant.” %

Father Pierron' evidently wax recalled in 1677, and Father
Ratfeix® some vears Later. leaving Father Julian Garnier
alone.  DeMenles, writing to Siegplay: July 80 1634, savs:

* Father Garnder. a Jesait, who was a missionary to the said

]

1 Father Jorx PrERrox c1me to Canada Jane <7th, 1667, from the Province of Cham-
prrene, Franee,  In 1869 when Father Fremin was sent to the Seaecas! he was sneceeded
in the Mohawk canton by Father Pierron. In 1679, while in attendanee at a council, d
chief commanded him to leave, wishing to be free to perform <ome snjerstitious cere-
mony. which he knew the mis<ionary wounld not approve, Pierron thouuht it expedient

. to rhow his dispieasure @ he even declared that he conld no fonzer continue jn a place
where they did not hexitate to insalt him, and wonid present the matter of his treat-
ment to Ounontio.  The same day the chief< made public apologies for having inwulten
him, which the missionary accepted gracionsty. but expressed his rewvet at the indispo.
sition showi To aecept the great truths which he had annoutced 1o them. and acded
that he'conld no Jonzer tolerate <o many odd customs, nori their attachment to fables,
the absurdity of which he hal <o often shown them ¢ that <inee he was losinzg his time
<peaking toa people that would nof hedrken either to the voree of Hemven or that oof
reason, he considered it his duty to bear to other partx the word of God. This gave
rise tn much disenssion and at the next wrand couneit it was determined that thenee:
forward. no public Fvocation to Aureskowe would be prrmitted. or even a recognition
as the Anthor of Life: that medicine men should not be called to see the sick 3 oagid
that superstitions and indecent dances strould be abolished,  Garacontie. the Onondaga.
rendered ~ticient aid in securing this result, In 1674 Pierron wintered i Acadia to
attend the French on the coast, aud examine as to the posibility of establishing Indian
Mis~jon< there. e aleo in disguise traversed the Euglish colonies from New England
to Virginin and visited the Jesnit Fathers in Maryland.  In 1673 e was xent to Ganda-
aaro of the Seneeas and remained there until 1657, | He returned 10 Evrope in 163% See
Charlevaix 171, 163 and Belation 1671, pp. 3 6.=J. 8. C. .

2 Father PETer Rarreix arvived-in ill health in Canada in 1663, (Sept. 220 He wax
chaplain of the expedition of Courcelles and Traey against the Mohawks in 1567 § wus
appointerd missjiouary to.the Cayuwas in 1666, In the following year he was at Ixle
Percée, and.after foundine La prairie, Libored among the Cayugas and Senccas 51l
1650, He died at Quebee i 1923, broken down with years and toil >
i Father JULIAN GARNIER. war born at Conneral in the diocese of Mans, about 1643,

and was a brothier of the celebrated Benedictine Garnier.  He came to Canada, while

still a scholastic, in October 1662, and, after teaching ome years, completed s shirdies.
and was ordained in April, 1666, Alter passing with succese hix final examination in

168, he wits sent to the Iroguois missions, and labared at Oneida. Onondaza and Sen-

cea. He probably returned as late as 1702 and died at Quebee in February, 1930, He
wis also apparently employed on the- Alronguin Mission=. Lafitau, who derived from

him much of the matter of his work, speaks highiy of his zeal and austerity .

.
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Seneeag, after being informed seeretly of intention to make
war, eseapedin the said bargpie tone hailt by the Governor
to trade on Lake Ontarion, which was aniliored in oo litle
river seven leagnes from their villize, and where all the Tro-
qrois nzed to eome to trade.—INC YL Coll Does TN . 229,

In Novembér 1702, Mr D Callieres annonneed that Father
Garnier and Father Vaillant! had cone to the Seneeas, ae-
companied b\’ Captain De Mariconrt, and zome Freneh men
to arrange their c.~t:_xhh.~¥nmm. —[ih. o I3 Garnier and
Varllant must have Ieft soon after, as Garier was =ent Duek
i 1703, (ib. 750 ) and Vaillant in 1704, (ib. . 762.) There
was a missionary as late as 1706, (ih. p. 775.) "

? Father FRANCIS VAILLANT DE GUESLIS, came to Canada a< a stndent in 1670 re-
ceived holy orders at Quebee, December 11 1655, according tothe Lixe Chronodin W/l’v
and replaced Father Bruyas as \hnrlunur\ at Tmnmmm Tuen near present Canajohiavie;

Cin 1670, HE was resident among the Mohawks in 1683, and sccompanied Denontilles

expedition aminst the Senceas in 1987, and in the beginning of 168 visited Albany a«
Ambassador to Governor Donzan on the part of the Canadian Government, on which
ocrasion he sequitted himscelf with ability. —Neo York Conncil Mizuter, V. 211, At the
conclusjon of thiz negotiation he proceeded to Cataracony, present Kingstonn escorted
hy two Indians, whn were <ent by Governor Dongan to prevent him having any nmr
course with the Mohawks, hix former lock  The breaking ont of King William's war
and the abandonment of Fort Cataracouy, drove him back to Canada. but after the
peace e was sent in 19023 with Father Garnier on a mis<ion to the Senecas, by whom
he was depnted in 1704 to Governor Vandreuil to demand satisfaction for a violition of
the Treaty on the part of the Ottawas. He returned immediately to the Senecas uand
contributed to thwart the effort< of Col. Schuyler at Onondaga who songht to prevail
on the Five Nations to expel the French issionaries.— Charlevoix I, 292.4.  Father
Vaillant was <ueceeded in 1707 in the Seneca Mi=<ion by the Rev. Father d Heuo, and
returnéd to France in [715.~0 Callazhan, N. Y., Col. History IX, 762, ’
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