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2 PREFACE :

IN the summer of 1887 an expedition was under-

‘taken and successful]y carried out by the Geologlcal

Survey Department of Canada, with a view to

ga;heriﬁg some accurate .knowledge of the little-_

known‘ tracts of country adjacent to the northern
waterways of the Dominidn. |

The expedifion was conducted speedily - and
quietly,‘attracting little attention at,th(‘: ti;ne, as the

inhabitants of the well-settled portions of Canada

hardly realised what an enormous amount of work |

Was accomplished, and what long distances were
covered in a comparatively short space of txme
by methods of travel which seem prlme\al 1o’ the
creature of modf;m civilisation.

The result of all this work has been ‘the correct

mapping of several of the main routes_‘through'
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the vast territory over which' the Hudson’s Bay

"Company have always held sway,.so that in many

cases’ the trayveller or hunter whose tastes drive
him to the northern solitudes knows exactly what

lies.befere him, knows when tt) look 01a,lt for the

" rapids, and knows the distance hetween points of

“the exception of the countr) lying te the north- -

importance, instead  of having to depend on the.

vague mformatlon afforded by Indians, who take
little account of time or distance.
The first part of the journey which I have

attempted to describe in ~the followmg pages, “with

. east of a line drawn from.the north end of '_Frances

v

Lake to the site of the Old Pelly Banks trading

post, which I believe to be absolutely new ground,

lies chiefly along the route followed by the Explora-

tory Survey party ‘under -the leadership of Dr.

G. M. Dawson, and in his Report will be found -

an mterestmr‘r and accurate account of the country

2

travelled through

--THhe only geographical discovery of any import-
ance that I made was rather of a negative character;

namely, that the river draining the Pellly Lakee,'

Q
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and marl\ed as the Pelly on the maps prcpared

from Indian reports, is not really entitled ‘to ~be

considered the main stream of the Pelly, but is

6ﬁly a smal} tributary of a large’ river heading

B

towards the north east, and probably having its .

source on the western slope of the main range of

the Rocky Mountams. I have,,ma_lde some attempt
to map this hitherto unexpllored tract of country,
but the sketch must be regarded as only roughly
approxxmate till a competent survéyor goes over
the ground to. correct the numerous errors.

To the ‘sportsman and man of-the woOds, this
book is offered as a rough ‘de'scription of what
happened on a long journey through a good game

country, without any attempt to make a big bag

or killing-animals that were not wanted to keep.

up the food supply I have purposely dwelt more

at length on the Pelly and Liard district, though.

lying nearer at hand, which is but really less known
than the often- descrxbed Countr) of the Yukon ‘and
the Behring Sea

' Rough geological*arfci botanical collections were

made in the course of the journey, and a descrip-
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X THROUGH THE SUBARCTIC FOREST

tion of them will be ‘founé\i‘n-..an appendix to this
volume.  They are not nearly“nso perfgat\\as I
could have wished, but allowance must bc;_ m?i
for the fact that 1 was my own steersman “and
hunter, and my attention.was often drawn from ™

more scientific pursuits by the perils of navigation

or the emptiness of the larder. . .
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CHAPTER

STAR-T FOR FORT WRANGEL

Coast line of British Columbia— Fort Wrangel and its hxqtory—\hx:ners of ’ 49
—Laws of Alaska— The carfoe and her requxrements——ﬁnkme lever,
difficulties of nawganon———lsl\oot tributary.

ON a bright Sunday morning early in July 1893,

we steamed out of the harbour of Victoria, Van-

couver's Island, and before nightfall had _left

Vancouver -—the thriving mainland town at the

terminus of the Canadian Pacific Railway — far

behind us. It is curious that this confusing name:

of Vancouver should have continued in use after

it had once served its purpose in roughly locating
the geographical position of the new city, and

attracting the attention of land speculators; more

especially as there is yet another Vancouver a

‘couple of hundred miles farther south, on the banks
of the Columbia River. It is too late now, I

suppose, to alter the name ; but it seems a pity that
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2 THROUGH THE SUBARCTIC FOREST-

the memory of the old sea captain should be asso-
ciated with the bricks and mortar of a new railWay
,t’own,' instead of with the rugged mountains and
‘dense pine forests which .rise in lonely grandeur
from the tvaters of the Pacific.’ :

After. a four days’ voyage through the rain-
smeared islands that guard the gloomy coast-lines of

British Columbia, with 'several calls at small settle-

ments of. little interest to any one but their inhabit-

ants, we reached Fort Wrangel, a port of entry for
the U.S. Territory of Alaska, situated on the west -

side of a ihiCkly wooded island bearing the same

" name, about six miles from the mouth of the Stikine .

" River.

.Fort Wrangel's existence dates back as far as
the year 1834, when it was established under the
name of Fort Dionysius as a military station during
the ‘Russian occupanéy ‘of Alaska, to watch the
.proceedings of the Hudson's Bay Company, then

trading on the Coast. Gold, was discovered on the

~Stikine Ri_\?eg in 1862 ; ‘but” Fert Wrangel's palmy

days began with the rush of miners to the Cassiar
District, on the Arctic Slope, \yhich followed in’

1874.  But these good times are gone by, and the

little town now presents a most desolate appearance,
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lacking all natural beauty to atone for the absence
of prosperity, while the almost. perpetual rainfall
makes it an undesirable place of abode. The small

‘white population is, however, made up of the right

kind of people; and they treated us with all the -

hospitality that is so sure to be found among men
who have spent much of their time in western

mining camps. B

Fort Wrangel seems to have become a resting--

place for the type of pioneer who is now all too
scarce on the Pacific coast—the man who has péssed
‘his- life on the frontier, moving from California to
Cariboo, Omeneca, Cduer d'Alene, and Cassiar, as
each new field . was discovered. Ppsséssed of a
happy, careless nature, he has borne ‘gbod and bad
fortune with the same equanimity ; he will tell you
man)" a story of good claims sold for large sums

of money, which always disappeared in one good

spree in the nearest town, shared with his fellows

as readily as ever was the last kettleful of beans

in the mountains. Doubtless his conduct on these
occasions was none too orderly, and his sins were
committed with great rapidity while the spree

lasted ; but even so his| record might show a much

better average than that'of many of the respectable’

S
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3 THROUGH THE SUBRARCTIC FORESTE-

hypocrites who are so eas’ilyt shocked at the miner’s
¢xcesses in times of prosperity. Thgre is not a
bettc’r—hearted fellow or a truer friend in time of
need than a good specimen of the old class of
.genuine hard-working miners. But, alas! the days
of* 49 are gone, and our worthy friend has reached
the t‘imé of life when the hardships of his youth
I)égin to tell upon him, and his overworked knees
will no’ longer do their duty.‘ Too often he is
‘cncun'}bé‘f':f:d,x\*ith an Indian woman and a tribe.
of half-breed children—a state of affairs which has
dragged many a good man down to a lower social
level than he was intended to fill ; and every vear
makes it harder for him to leave the semi-civilisa-
tion of the coast and plunge into the wilderness
i search of the one more, stake that is all hef'h;is
to -dcp(:nd upon for the comfort of his declining
vears. But the younger .part of the mining popu-
lation has been drawn away to the new’ town of

Juneau. a little farther up the coast, and close to

- o

the celebrated t.'r.(::'j.admil]‘ mine on Douglas Island
—the only really paving mine in Alaska, whose
reputation has been freely used to bolster up several
rotten enterprises started on claims in close prox-

imity to the Bonanza. - So Wrangel is now almost







v .
. t e
. a . B
. : / .
) ®
: . o/ . .
. i o )
! . - .
. B . . A
s ) N
P , . e .
M ° ) .
L ’ . . !
, - . . - - °
- o y; . .
« . .
. o . . , .
¢ . .
. ) - e | y ) - P S B
. = S o X ees s : e bt A e T ®
Em e 4 A e T I e —
" N




START FOR FORT WRANGEL 7

entirely ,supported by the Indian trade, which is
still of some importance. “A’sdwmill has been built

to supply the local market ; but the export of lumber,

which mighf under favourable legislation develop

into-a larger industry, is forbidden.

The laws in force throughout A]"a's_ka are of the
most unsatisfactory kind, and ‘apparehtly no means
are taken to'improve them. -So far no land titles of
‘any sort have been granted, and a man who builds
himself a house does so without the least guarantee

‘that the land on which he builds it will ever belong

to him by purchase, pre-emption; or squatter’s claim. .

The territory is supposed to be in some measure
governed by the statutes of the State of Oregon, but

for every existing law there seems to be another one

equ'_ally powerful to nullify its effects. For instance,

the whole territory is declared_to_be a prohibition
country, and the importation of liquor illegal ; if a

smuggler is ciaught red-hdnded unloading a cargo

of whisky he'is fined or imprisoned and his cargo -

.conﬁscated. . At the same time there is no law to-

prevent the sale of liquor within the territory ; and
‘when once the cargo is safely run, drinks are sold
openly over the bar just as they would be in San

Francisco.
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8 THROUGH THE SUBARCTIC FOREST

The Edmond’s Act again sets forth that no
whlte man may live with an Indjan woman unless
he is married to her, and yet most of the clergy

of Alaska refuse to legalise such alhances by the.

readmg of the marriage servxce\
These two subjects occupy the greater portion
of the time devoted to the carrying out of the laws

by officials drawing good salaries from the Unijted

- States government, as long as their own party is

in power, but no definite conclusion has ever yet
been reached.
Our party consmted/@f Reed an Enghsh friend,

who was going to Cassiar for the big game

~ shooting ; Gladman, a ‘Canadian, Who had already

made two trips to the north in the service of
government surveyors, and myse]f. We had
brought with us from Victoria about 1500 lbs. of

provisions and ammunition, besides a canoe built of

light spruce—in the absence of basswood—on the

Peterboro mode] as the most suitable craft for the

long j Journey ahead Her dimensions were—18 feet

'length 3 feet 6 mches beam, and 20 inches depth,

with a total weight of 130 Ibs. She was subjected
to some criticism in Wrangel ; and- b.e‘mg an mno-

vation on the long-established mefhods of travel

o<y
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was at first universally condemned. The fact that

she was painted a light blue colour started a sug-

gestion that she was made of zinc, and this opinion

took such a -firm hold thét 1 found it saved trouble

to agree with it and admit that she was made of

zinc; -but as Reed and Glhdman ¢ontinued to

deny the statement, we. were looked upon with

‘some mistrust till the dispute was satisfactorily

settled.

; . :

She proved a lucky boat from the . beginning,
and maintained her reputation throughout the

voyage. As soon as she was finished she was

.moved from the building shed to more airy quarters

to let -the paint dry quickly, and the same night
the shed, the moulds from which she was built, and

a dozen boats and canoes were destroyed by fire.

After a journey of . 4000 miles of rapid and at times

dangerous water; after being carried over long

rough portages on men’s shoulders, and hauled

on dog-sleighs through. 200 -miles of forest; she

reached the salt water again at the end of fifteen
months to battle with the storms and tides of the
Behring Sea. But she came through it all safe
and sound ; only once hammer and nails were called

into play to patch up a hole made at a simple little
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10 THROUGH THE SUBARGTIC FOREST

rapid- on the Dease River, which we ran on the

wrong side, through taking the advice of a local

man who had just come up stream, and should have

been able to give us more correct mformat10n about

PRI

the state of the water.

.-+ In comparison with the other types of canoes in

o common use among the different tribes of natives

s e e A A Y

throug:h whose territory we travelled, and who by

long experience have learnt to ‘construct the class

of canoe most suited to their home waters, our little

ship was inferior in some respect to each of them ;
but, as a combination of good points, which enabled
her to make the whole journey, and come safely
through the varied conditions of travel which tested

her capabilities to the utmost, I doubt if it would

be possible to build a more suitable craft. .
1 . The narrow dug-out of the Pacific' coast rivers

1s—easy=to-pote up a rapid current, but her weight

forbids any attempt to make a long portage; the

birch bark of the Yukon and the northern lakes is
light and easily repaired wherever birch trees grow,
but she would be shaken to pieces by the rattling
of a dog-sleigh through the forest, and would be -
too frail a vessel to land through the surf of {‘ﬁg
Behring Sea: The long skin bidarka of;};@“"Esqm-

o
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_maux, with 'Hc/é:r water-tight decks, is the perfection e
of a sea-going canoe; but she has no foom for the
“stowage of bulky cargo, is uncomfortable to sit in,

and hard to navigate round the shal’}p corners of T

small streams; while the walrus-skin fwhiéh covers

the light frame is easily torn by colhsxon with a

sharp stick which would ‘only scratch a wooden ?
canoe. ' "r ’ ' L

The difficulties thch we were sure to meet .
with in the course of transport compe]led us to m
limit our supfiTi"e“"m —Such things ‘as are strictly 2
indispensable on a long voyage; ‘embra.cing the -
varied features of travel by canoe during the season ?m
of open water and dog-sleighs when winter set fast %
the rivers and lakes, through a country not at all %
well supplied with provisions except such as can E

be .procured by the rifle and fish-nets. . The small

WY

trading posts on the west side of the mountains are

never well stocked with articles that are heavy

and e\pensxve to- move ; the trader makes a much

Iapgé’r profit by 1mporting- 100 lbs. weight of
blankets or bright-coloured shawls than he could
from the same weight of flour or bacon, and the
‘expense of transport is the same. in each case.

Experience has taught him that, however many

?
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12 THROUGH‘THE SUBARCTIC FOREST

boat-loads of provisions are shipped into the
interior, they are all consumed without much profit -
to the importer, ‘who prefers to take the chance
of hard times during the winter and- the certainty
of a larger return for his fuss{' in the spring.

We took with us flour and ‘bacon enough to

last for three or four months, tea and tobacco in

large quantities, a  good supply of ammunition for

rifles and shot- guns nets, hooks and lines, dog
harness, a large canvas lodge similar to the teepee
of ‘the Crees and Blackfeet, a Kodak ' camera,
blankets, and a kitchen-box containing kettles,
frying-pans, and all such simple necessaries for
camp cookery. o , .
The»re' is a small steamer which makes i’rr'egulau'r

trips on the Stikine during the summer months,

" taking supplies for the Hudson’s Bay Company and

' the few miners who are still working in Cassiar,

as far as the head of navigation at Telegraph
Creek ; but she had left before our arrival, and would
not be sailing again for six weeks. The water in

the river was said to be still very high, although

~ the summer floods caused: by the melting snow had

already begun to subside ; and, as it would without

doubt prove a difficult taskg to force our way up stream
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for 150 miles, we made an attempt to secure an Indian
guide to show us the best routes and :t_he shor,te;st
cuts, which a stranger may easily miss -on such a
big river. But the \Vréngel Indians have the
peculiarities  of ‘the race fully d'eveloped and,

thinking we could not do without them, ‘were so

exorbitant in thelr demands, ‘and imposed so many’

conditions, that we soon decided to rely upon our
oWn resources. ,

A solemn, function was  the launching of the
canoe, and loading her with rather more cargo

than she was properly qualified to carry'; in fact,

we had to leave ‘two or three hundred pou;ndsA

weight to come on by a canoe that was expected.

to start in a few days. Plenty of advice was offered

too, and gloomy prophecies of disasters that were

likely to h’éppen to such a small craft of a different -

and therefore presumably inferior model to the -

recognised type in use on the Stikine, and manned

by strangers, who are universally supposed to be

incompetent to navigate waters with which they

are unfamiliar. A very widely-spread characteristic
this of the men who go down to the sea in ‘ships

on a small scale. : Blue water sailors take a more

 liberal view, and freely acknowledge a man who -

’
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.

_takes- his vessel in Safety across the ocean as their. »

equal in ‘matters nautical, even though he does hail
from an’othér port; but _'t'he long-shoi"eman or fisher-
man of any small harbour will seldom admit that
there may be men, less llicky in the matter of their
birthIace, who..can handle a boat as,well as a
native of their éwn particular mud-hole.

T hope nobody counted the number of drinks
of illicit whisky we finished ‘on that sunny afternoon
in Wrangel. Several times we were jusi starting
when some hoépitable miner would insist on. our
coniing back for just one more farewell drink, and
we trooped back éiong the little street to the grog-
shop for another gulp. Luckily it was quite calm,
and the heavy load at the bottom of the canoe kept

“us fairly steady till the labour of paddling against

a strong tide gradually toned down our hilarity.
For the first mile: we hugged the rocky shore of -
Wrangel Island till we reached its northern end,
and then stood away for . the mainland to take
advantage of any slack water there might be to

work our way against the freshet that was pouring

‘out of the river. There were several high bluffs

to be rounded where we could use neither line nor

poles; the current ran with the force of a:rapid,
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and two or three attempts were often necessary

| before we could struggle round with the paddles.

It was ten o'clock, but still good daylight. when we
passed Rothsay Point, and camped fairly within the

mouth of the river.  From this camp we had our last

view of the salt water for many a long day ; a grand
scene, with the after-glow of a northern sunset
resting on snowfield-and glacier, and the black

points of- the countless pine trees outlined sharply

- against the western sky. Mainland and islands

were confused by the elaborate windings of ‘the

coast-line ; deep gloomy inlets ran far inland under

the shadow of the high mountains, and the network

of. chapnelé lea&ing.in everly direptioh through the'i

,"ax_"chipelago lay like streaks of oil undisturbed

by the slightest ripple, and reflecting faithfully

the wonders of the sky above. A ‘great silence

-reigned over everything, broken. only by the splash

of a salmon or the cry of a loon or gull;and even

on this bright summer evening one could feel the

‘ever-present sense of gloom which the vast and

inaccessible .in nature always produce. -Can these

frowning, peaks and dense pine forests which almost

defy exploration, lying in a land of almost perpetual

- rain and snow, ever become of use for maintaining
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a civilised portion of the human race? The same
question, with the exception of a rather better

climate, was applicable fifty years ago to the coasts

of Oregon, Washington, and British @.p]gmbia,_ yet
‘these. countries now support a small but. fairly

prosperous population, and there seems to be a

good chance for Southern .Alaska to occupy the
same position as her resources are developed.

The estabhshment of salmon cannerles has already

met with success; the export of timber must shortly

be legal,iSéd ;. and surely some few valuable quartz

- ledges exist among’ those vast mountain ranges

which guard their secrets so well, and afford 'so sure

‘a sanctuary to the mountam goat the bear the

marmot, and the ptarmlgan

“The scarcity of dry firewood, owing to the heavy

rainfall, is one of ‘the greatest drawbacks to travel-

ling on the lower Stikine. The valley back from
the river is covered with an almost impenetrable

growth of pine timber, rank -underbrush, and

‘ steaming moss, while the ‘“ Devil's Club’—a long

cane-like stalk covered with thorns, bearing a crown

of leaves. furnished in the same manner —lies in:

ambush till the weight of a man’s foot causes it to

start. up and strike the intruder in the face. This

re-
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forest, favoured by the warmth and moisture of the
ocean, runs far up the mountain-'sides, till it meets
the snow that for ever covers the peaks of the coast
~range on either side of the river. The scenery
‘much resembles that of the Fraser where it_passes
through the same range, except that on the Stikine
- River the mountains are higher.and more rugged,
and glaéiers, sometimes coming -right down into
the river valley, are of frequent occurrence.. The
source of the Stikine has never been exactly defined,
- but its tributaries are known to head with those of
the Peace__‘and_ Liard, on the unexplored Pacific
Arctic watershed lying between the 56th and 58th
'parallels of north latitude. '

The difficulty of éﬁcendiﬁg this ‘river in flood
time will be at once ‘understood w}.ien_vI say that
we were unable to make headway with the paddles
agaiﬁst the current, in mid-stream, at any point in
the jourhey of 150 miles; so that we had always
“to-creep along the bank that seemed most likely
to “Offer slack ivate_r._ The straight side of ‘any
reach is usually the best, as the current naturally
sweeps into the' curves with the greatest - force.
There was no beach along which a line might be
used, as the river was up to the level of ‘the forest -

o
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growth, and in many places the banks had caved in.;

or a huge pine had dropped into the stream, and
a detour into the strength of the current, or a
crossing to the far shore, which entailed a loss

of a couple of hundred yards, was necessary. . Great

- caution had to be used in rounding these obstruc-

tions, to make sure that we could hold our own with
the current before edging back for the shelter of
the ba'nkf‘to be swept under a fallen tree meant
a certain capsize, probably with disastrous results.
No bottom could be reached with the poles, but
we had often a chance to pull over a‘stretch of
bad water by laying hold of overhanging bushes.
Vhen no other plan was practicable, a man would
gé ahead through the woods with a coil of line,
and making one end fast to a log. throw .it out
clear of the bank. When the log came bobbing

down to the canoe. it was seized: the other end

‘of the line was made fast to a tree, @nd the canoe

hauled up hand over hand. This manceuvre gen-
erally -,occupie’d a good deal of time, as the line
often fouled a bush or sunken crag, and was
sometimes Véry'difﬁéult to clear. In other .places
the river was split up by islands into several

channels. and, having no pilot, we were obliged
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to use our own vjudgment in making a choice of
routes.‘i Sometimes we paddled up a long winding
backwater—the slough of the American, the c/'nar’
of the French,—Canadian—~orﬂ_y to find -its head
Llocked by immense piles of* drift timber, over
which we had to make a difficult poftag‘e, or run
back and try another channel. © At the head of
cach island there was ‘usually a submerged gravel
bar and a swift current with a slight . overfall ;
and here it was necessary to get out and wade
with the canoe up stream, to clea¥ the bar before
crossing to slacker water. o - ‘
The gencral direction of the. river “is ‘t‘o\ t};‘(:
‘eastward .for the first 20 miles, but from the

“Dbig bend " of the miners it turns directly to the

north for 635 miles, afterwards bending to \the

zio_rth-cast. and céminuing on this course beyond
Telegraph Creek. ~Of the many tributaries that
‘enter the lower rivet, the most important is the
Iskoot, coming in from the eastward about 3
miles from the mouth of the Stikine, and bending
back nearly parallel to this stream. A party of
four miners ascended the Iskoot in the sprin'g
and summer of 1891, leaving Wrangel with hand-
sleighs. and building 2 boat on the breaking up.

k9
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of the ice. A'lv.thoughv:go'ld was found in many
places, it was always in small quantities, and no
paying bars were discovered. The river is full
of obstructions to navigation, and conséquently'

difficult to travel on; but these miners succeeded

- in forcing their way to the north-east for a con- -

- siderable distance, and eventually crossed overland

to 'I-‘éleg;‘aph Creek, in the autumn. They reported

game to be abundant; b]éck and grizzly bear were

numerous along the river, especially during the

. salmon run, and goats were sighted nearly -every

day. In fact, the mountain goat is very common
throughout the whole Iength of the coast range,
from -the Fraser northwards. One of the»most
stupxd of American animals, it- owes its safety to
the inaccessibility of its haunts, for it is no small

undertaking. to leave the river or salt water and

~climb '5000 feet of steepv mountain -side, clothed

for three-quarters of the distance with a dense
pine growth stértin’g out of the accumulated forest
débrfs of centuries, and only giving place at last
to granite walls. and drifts of everlasting snow.
The results of one of these expedltlons is usually
pleasmg enoucrh—ycru can kill the goats without

any further trouble; you can watch the strange
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little marmots which have their homes in the rocks,
and throw stones at the ptarrﬁigan which will
hardly move out of yoﬁr wéy. If the day happens
to be clear, you will have a view of mountain
peaks and forests, unnamed and untraversed, th;t
it is useless to at’tempt to depict; and, when the
sun goeé down, you may build your fire in a
sheltered gulch, eat roasted goat-flesh, and spend
a night-among the grandest works of nature. But
it seems unpractical. - The hardest labour of- all
is to carry a load of meat down to the camp; and
the wily Indian asks himself why hé should go
to so much trouble when he can load his canoe

with salmon +in"a’ couple of hours, or perhaps kill

- a fat bear close to the river, and pass the rest of

the day lying” é®" his back in -the enjoyment of

@ his pipe and 'suéi easy thoughts as presené them-

selves to his untroubled mind. So the goats are
not much molested,f and many .Qf them . live out
their pleasant existence without ever crossing the
path of the hated human being.

[
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CHAPTER II - L
ON TIE STIKINE RIVER

The Stikine glacier—Overtaien by coast Indians—Canoc drill at Little Cafion
—Difference in climate on opposite sides of coast ygxngc——.\‘almon catching
—Habits of bears—Klootchman Caiion—The Chinook jargon--Telegraph
Creek—Frcight charges.

For the first few days after leaving \Wrangel we.

had wonderfully fine weather, and in spite” of all

difficulties made fair progress by poling; paddling,
wading, and pulling ourselves up ‘by the bushes,
till we reached the great glacier—by far the most
striking of all—the Stikine glacier. It issues from

a low pass in the mountains®on the west side

and comes right down into the valley, broadening

out as it reaches -the low ground, and presenting

a base three miles in l‘er;gth towards the river, at

no great distance from the bank. It would well

‘repay any one to spend;a week or two in thoroughly

exploring the sources of this vast ice-field, especially

as it is so easily reached by water, and no hard
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¢limbing is necessary. Great caution should be
used though, as the only attempt that seems_ to
have been made to explore this glaciér was attended
with most lamentable results. Before the sale of
Alaska to the. Americans, a Russian man-of-war
once sent a boat’s crew up the Stikine to examine
the.river as far as possible, and to report on its
practicéIBfi}ity for commerce. On arriving -at the
great glacier the officers in charge of the expedition
set out to explore the ice-field and were never
- again- heard of. © A long search was made for
them, but their bodies were not found, and

no doubt -they. met thelr death by falling into a

Y
o

>

crevasse. ‘

According to some of the miners who remember
the Stikine twenty years ago, the glacier is.reced-
ing from the river ; and the Indians have a legend
_to the effect' that it once extended right across;
the Stikine, and the water found its way through
a tunnel under the ice. The only fact that might
give a slight aspect of .truth to the story is the
existence of a little ice-field high up the mountain
side across the river, just opposite the great glacier

~And now the clouds came rolling up from the

ocean, the mountams were hidden, a gray curtain
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hung over the valley, and day after déy the rain
poured down in an almost continual stream. The
river, too, was more difficult, being broken up by
islands and gravel bars into numerous winding
channels, all more or less blocked by snags and
drift, piles. We kept on travelling a few hours
at a time, and every night found us a little farther
ahead. It was useless to wait -as this sort ot
weather is known to’ last a month at a time on
the lower Stikine, and there seemed no reason
why the clouds should not remajn penned between
the high mountains and the downpour continue
for ever. ‘ ' -

It was not an easy matter to find good camping
places, for dry wood was scarce and not always.
convenient to a landing where the cargo could be
unloaded and the canoe hauled up. This has to.
be donezevery night during high water, on account
of the uprobted trees and masses of drift logs that
are continually floating down stream to the great
pe;il‘ of any boat left moored to the bank for a
night; The canvas lodge stretched over four or
five lgaéming poles under the spreading limbs of a
biO' spruce tree gave us shelter enough, but our

camp fires were seldom satisfactory, and clothes

..-Jq
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and blankets when once wet, had to remain ‘v'vi'et
till the sun should shine again. The mosquitoes
were aﬁotﬁerf,soufce of annoyance, but they were
not nearly as bad as we had been led to expect
by the terrible accounts we had heard of them at

Fort \‘Vfa_rigel.

During this time we were overtaken by a large

- salt-water canoe manned by a crew of coast Indians,

who were on their way to the dry country lying to

‘the eastward of the mountains, with the intention

of salmon fishing and berty picking... The Wrangel
Indians are well provided with all the necessaries
of life in their 6vyfr_; cou'ntry——salmon and a large
- variety of $¢a fish ‘argz to be caught im-abundance,
wildfowl. are fairly plentiful, and the islands are
wonderfully well stocked with the ‘Alaskan variety
of the little Virginian deer, and black bear ;. but the
rain is so persistent that the curing of fish or meat

by drying over the smoke of a camp fire..is almost

an impossibility. ~ So the coast Indians make yearly

expeditions to the upper waters of the Stikine, where

the climate is much better, and the salmon are more

easily caught than in the salt water. On -these

occasions they generally bring up a small stock

of tr;ding goods to barter with the interior tribes

cr
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28 THROUGH THE SUBARCT)C FOREST

for mooée-ékin ahd other commodities not procur-
‘able on the coast.

These Indians who now caught us up had left
Wrangel two days after us, and had been lucky

encugh to get a strong fair wind which enabled

them to run the first 40 miles under canvas without
trouble. They had with them a whlte man, one
of the pioneers of the Cassmr diggings, who, after
seventeen years absence was now going back to
examine- a quartz ledge which he had ‘diécoveréd_

in early days. These tricks of memory, which

- exaggerate a trace'of mineral in a mountain of rock

into a va]uable deposit of the precious metals are

a great source of consolation to the miner; and a

man must be wretched indeed who has not some

dim vision of a rich quartz ledge discovered years

ago to cheer him up under the many disappoint-

“ments to which the life of a placer miner is subject.

The ledge is usually situated in an inaccessible
country as far as possible. from the discoverer’s

preserit position; it was hit upon by chance, at a

time when the approach of winter and general

misery made it impossible to thoroughly examine

the richness of the find. But if an expedition is

fitted out to search for it again, the miner usually -
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proves -an incompetent pilot, or the ledge turns
out. as worthless as the thousands of other ledges
\V‘hi&h have held so much promise for the sanguine
dlSCO\ erer. '

) ‘We travelled in company with . the other canoe,
both crews takmg things easily till we ‘reached
the thtle Cafion, 75 miles from the mouth of the
nver A

The Little Canon so called to dxstmguxsh
from the Gréat Cafion above Telegraph Creek, 1s->
the only real obstruction on the navigable part
of the stream. - During certain’ stages of water it
is impassable for anything but a powerful steamer '
and, she must-be carefully handled in'the wl’m"lpoolsi
to avoid collision with the cliffs” on elthez side. -
When we arrived. there, the water had fallen severél
feet frorh its highest sumn;er le\}fel‘ but the first
glance showed us that it was doubtful whether we
could get through in safety, even with the double »
crews—for it was obvious that white men and
Indians were now on level terms, and must help
each other, or "wait for a week or two at the foot
- of the cafion for the ‘water to fall. We mlght,:
indeed, have portaged our little canoe by chopping -

out a trail a mile in length over a rough hill covered
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with burnt timber, but it would have been no light

~

work. Professor Dawson describes this cafion as

being ‘three-fifths of a mile in length, and in

places not more than 30 yards wide, bordered by

massive granite cliffs 200 to 300 feet in height.”
Through this narrow gorge "the whole volume of
the Stikine waters rushes in wild swirls, while

ragged points abutting from the bluffs create strong

eddies to add to the confusion of water. The

worst whirlpools are at the lower entrance, one on

each side, at the meeting of the main current with'
_the eddies that rush round thé bays below the first
“points of the caiion. We camped on the east bank,

on the spot where many a Cassiar miner has waited

for the water to go down, and passed four days in
vain attempts to overcome the obstacle ahead. Our
first trial was a most senseless affair, but the steefs-

man of the Big canoe had great faith in it. So we

discharged- half ‘the cargo from his vessel, boomed

out a huge-sprit-sail on each side, and holding
our paddles in readiness, boldly attempted to sail

through everything in front of a strong fair wind.

- The long canoe simply flew up the eddy; but on

‘striking the current, we were helpless. Nine men

working with oars and paddles made no impres-
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sion, and the next minute the bow swung off, the
sails gybed, and the whirlpool taking charge, carried
us back to the quiet water below. This pro-
_q;ramme was gone through several times, and ;LIWQYS' '
with the same result, till at last our steersman lost
his enthusiasm and gave up the attempt for the -
dayv. |
The following morning we went’ to work in a
more methodical manner, and puttmrr dshore at the
first point, passed a long line to the top of the chff.
Three men were left in the canoe and the rest of us
écrambléd up, and,'clcéring the line from over-
hanging rocks and trees to its full length, hauled
the canoe bodily ‘over the steep overfall- at the
point. About a quarter of a milé was gained
this manner, but then we were obliged to cross and
try to reach an eddy on the far side. \\'e‘ shoved
Coff from thc rocks w1th as much healwav as pos-
sible, but beforc we were half-way across, it was
clear that we should miss the edd\ A txmel)
order in English to back water " saved us from
being carried on to a jagged point: and ina couple
of minutes we were opposite the camp that we had
left three hours before.  Every morning and after-

noon, the Indian Captain Tomyot turned us out for
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this canoe drill ; but although we nearly got through
several times, a piece of wild steering, or the break-
ing of a line or pole, always spoilt the result of
many hours’ work. /

Among the native crew was a fellow who pre-
sented a typical combination of all the bad points
in the Indian character, fully developed by a slight
leaven of education and a remarkable aptitude for
picking up the vices of the white man. So'me years
ago, in a drunken scuffle on an outlying island on
the coast, he had bitten off a woman's ear, and after
losing -his.nose in the same manner by way of re-
taliation, had been taken in- charge by the U.S.
authorities. He was sentenced to three years in -
a San Francisco gaol. but appears to have enjoyed
rather an easy life of it while \\'ofking out his time.
Some benevolent person took him in hand, taught
him to read and write, and made him a model red-
man generally. On his” return to Alaska;he was
welcomed back by his people as a distinguished
traveller and a man who had seen something of the
world, and Ras sinee. been looked upon with great
respect. He is cunning enough to make the most
of this and turn it to his own advantage; but, at

the same time, he is doing a great deal of harm
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among the Wrangel Indians—his little kriowlec_lge
suggesting plans for ill deeds that would not be
likely to occur to his more simple-minded com-
panions. ' _

This man. when he was in the right humour, was
as good a bowsman as could be found anywhere :
but he had little inclination for a long struggle with »
the strong water of the cafon, and usually stayed
in camp with the women while we were making
our various attempts. '

On the fifth morning there were Gréét prepara-
tions, and, the Indians painted their faces to ensure
success. - The noseless man meant business too,
and his countehance was meore repulsive than ever
in the crlory of a coat of scarlet.”. The others all '
preferred stripes of red and black, while. the. women
went in for solid black, although they had no inten-,
ton of risking their babies .in tiny baskets in the
whirlpools of the cafon. Old Tomyot, the steers-
man, told us we were sure to get through now, and
drew our attention to the facw that the water had
railen se'veral inches, which woald no doubt help
the powers of the paint. ' '

By this time we were pretty well perfect in our

rill.. We knew all the rocks and . e
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summit of the cliffs that were likely to foul the line ;
we knew the submerged ledges where the;».;i)oles
would reach bottom, and the cracks in the granite
where the men in the bow could get a-grip with
theéf,ifon 'bbathooks. Experience had taught us
where we could cross the current, where the eddies
could be ‘worked, and-where we could climb up and
down the bluffs in safety. Evérythiflg went well ;
not a mistaké was made, and, late in th¢ aftelfnooﬁ.
we hauled clear of the caiion, passed into compara-
tively qgiet- water above, and landed our oargb.

This had occupied over six hours; and now, drift-.

ing down with the stream, and only paddling

enough to keep clear of rocks, we reached the camp-

" in eight minutes. The next day we brought up the

rest of the cargo, and’ th‘?‘e small canoe at the same
time, the women rhaking an overland portage.

. The Little Carfion i_s‘ the gate into an entirely
different country from that which we had passed
thréﬁgh on the lower river. “The coast range lay

behind us, and the 'dis‘torted péaks and glacier-

covered gulches had .given way t('),_'g_ently rounded

summits of much less elevation, with very little
snow upon them, and lying further back from the

river. :On the east side of the mountains there is

P

r -




ON THE STIKINE RIVER - 33

e every indication df a great change in the climate.
les ‘Dry benches well covered with grass and berry

ite bushes show up, small birch trees are numerous,*
‘th and much of the country has been bur"rlt—-affotdiﬂg

us a strong contrast’ to the dank forest bélow where
‘es no fire could ever hold its own.

1d This difference in climate on the opposxte sxdes '
1 of the coast range is only a continuation of" ‘what

n, may be observed under the same conditions in

‘a- British Columbia, Washington, and Oregon, \vhiqh

0. all show sharply defined belts of wet and dey -

ft-. climates ; but here perhaps it is more strongly )

-1g marked owing ‘to the extraordinary depth of rain '
1p and snowfall which pre\alls from Wrangel to the

ae Little Cafion, where the snow lies ten feet deep . d
ne through the winter, while 50 miles further up stream '

there is krarely more. than two feet on the level:

dy At Wrangel, potatoes frequently rot in the ground

=d when 1rr1gat;on is necessary to ensure a, crop at ’
2y .Tel(_frraph Creel\

f- " Of the berrles——the raspberry, the soap berry,”

~d and the saskatoorl, service, or bear-berry, as it is .

le called in different parts of the west —are most

he plentiful. ‘The soap berry is ‘a small red fruit with

is rather an ‘unpleasant bitter taste, but it is a great
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favourite among the Indians. They gather a large

kettleful of these berries and pound them up with

their hands till a thick froth, much resemblir_xg soap

bubbles, gathers on the top of the kettle. This

froth, wi;h a judicidus mixture of salmon oil—or,
better still; seal oil—they consider one of the things
worth living for. v » .

_All the little streams were full of sal>10n, for the
run was now at its height, and vast quantities of fish
were crowding up as far as the water would carry

them. Our Indian friends were reaping a rich

- harvest. A long stick with an iron hook lashed on

the end is the only outfit required. The fisherman
takes up a position on a rock below a little rapid
where the salmon are likely to lie to gather strength .
for a rush, and gently feels the water down-stream -
with the butt of his pole. " Presently he touches a
fish; the polé is quickly reversed, -and a sharp
stroke across the current lands the victim on. the
bank. As soon as the fish are caught they are
handed over to the women, who, as is usual with
Indians, get none of the sport and have all the dirty
work to do. The salmon are cleaned, split open
for the pufpose of removing the backbone, and laid

on large scaffolds built in a sunny spot ; simoulder-
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ing fires of bark are lit underneath, and constant
attention is necessary to turn the fish at the right
time, so that sun and smoke may.do an equal share
" of the drying. The winter’s supply is put up during
the two or three weeks of the big run. The in-
credible numbers of salmon that swarm in the rivers
of the Pacific have been writtén about so exhaust-
ively that it is unnecessary to say much upon the
subject. The Stikine as yet shows no diminution
in the quantity of its fish, as there are no canneries
to thin them out as has so obviously been the
case on the Columbia, and in a less marked degree
on the Fraser, the Skeéna, and the Naas. Ugly
brutes these salmon are, so far’ aWay from salt
water, with tHir red bellies, slimy green backs,
~ and threadbare fins ; but nevertheless they form the
staple article of food for the native population.
Along the salmon streams and in the berry patches
the tracks of bear were plentiful, but at this time
of year, when they are feeding entirely on fish,
their flesh is hardly edible, and of course the fur is
in poor condition, so we never hunted for them and
did not happen to see any along the river; but in
the late autumn or early"spring the_whole valley of

the Stikine, from the sea upwards, would no doubt
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be a gdbd hunting ground for both black bear and
the so-called grizzly. ‘

The extreme variation in the skins of the grizz-

ilies that are killed on the Stikine gives ample

scope for argument on the long discussed and so
far undecided question as to how many different -
kinds of bear exist in North America.  Black,
brown, grizzly, cinnamon, sivar-’tipped; and bald-
face—are they all varieties of one species, or, as
some'say, of two? or do they represent six distinct
animals ? .1 have known great authorities on the -
subject of bears completely at a loss to name some
small skins of evidently full-grown bears, almost
as white as the skin of a polar, and known to the
Indians as the white rock bear, which are occasion-
ally brought in from the high. peaks of the coast-
range bordering the vaﬂeys of the Skeena and
Naas. - -

 Dirty feeders are bears of all kinds in the
salmon time ; and when their first hunger js satiated
they are very partic_uiar in picking out the most
repulsive form of dirtiness. In the little rapids
they can always snatch out a live fish without
trouble, but they greatly ‘prerf'efu the dead ones

stranded by the fallen water. I have often watched
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them on summer evenings, just aftér sundown,

nosing over the carcasses rotting on a gravel bar
till they find one sufficiently putrid to suit them,
and then-spending several minutes in licking the
stones for the last flavour of the delicate morsel.
Canoe-travelling above the Little Cafion- was

much more enjoyable than in the lower réaches.

In addition to fine weather, we were often favoured

with- a strong fair wind, when a small piece of

canvas or a blanket set as a squaresail pulled us

over strong water that we could not have stemmed -

with poles or paddles. It was rather dangerous
sailing though, as the squalls were sometimes fierce
and variable under the high land; and we had to

keep a close watch on the halyards in order to

lower the sail at once in case of being caught aback.,
' The temptation is, of course, to carry on too long

when you find you are making good . headway

against a strong current without doing any work ;
and a canoe has a tendéncy to bury her nose and
fill up very suddenly under a préssure of canvas.
One more cafion had to be. passed, but here
there was no difficulty ; indeed, it is known, in
derision, as the Klootchman Cafion—** Klootch-

man " being the name for woman in the Chinook
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_jargon umversal]y employed. between whites and

Indxans on the Pacific coast. Here it has always

~been the custom for the men to lay down their
. paddles and let the women take complete charge

" of the navigation, and very competent they are to

do so, except in high water, when the current

sweeps strongly round the upper points, and some-

times the ‘task proves too much for their strength. -
There are stories of canoes lying at this cafion for”

-days because the women were short of power and

the men would not put hand to pole or paddle.
The Chinook jargon, invented long ago by a

French fur trader on the Columbia for his own

convenience in bartering with local Indians, has-

spread all along the northern Pacific coast and far
into the interior wherever the miners have pene-
trated. From its ongmal use between whites and
In&d‘ians, it has developed into' a comimon language
between the various tribes whose native tengues
are totally distinct within very short distances. It
is freely used too by the Chmese and in fact,- by

people'of all nationalities who cannot speak English.

Chinook is easily picked up, as it is composed of

very few words, and most of them French or

English. The absence. of all grammatical rules
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]

tends to make one’s meaning a little doubtful at
times, but it is a distinct advance on the old sign
language, which catses so. many complications in
dealing with natives. g

'I:he current abow; the Klootchman Caifion was
swift; but there were few islands or outlying bars ;
and by frequent crossings we could generally r'riake’.
use of -slack water under one'gg_nk. On the 1st of
Auggst we reached ‘Glenora, or, as it is more
gené{é}ly called, Steamboat Landing,” a long row
of deserted log cabins, prettily situated under a
high ‘cliff on the west side of the river. - In the
old mining days it was a place of some imp.ortanée ;
and the cabins will no doubt be all occupied again
during the next ‘“strike” in Cassrar whxch is so
anxiously expected by the ever- sangume miners..
At present the only permanent resident is the
customs-house officer, who keeps a jealous eye on
‘everything coming up the river, notwithstanding
the fact that he is a. hﬁn’dre& miles inside the British
line. He was very good to 'us though and, as we
heard that the pack train from Telegraph Creek
to Dease Lake had already left,” we stayed at Glen-
ora for a couple of days’ rest.

There is probably no harder m'ar_lual labour than
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‘that. of driving a heavily-loaded canoe up a raf)id ‘

river, especially for the stéersmafn, who, besides the
constant paddling, has an extra strain on his wrists
in keeping the bow from sheering while winding in
and out of the little bays to take advantage of the
slack water close to the bank.

Above Glenora the river becomes narrow, and
the pace of the current increases to a strength of
eight knots in mid-stream. There are several small
rapids, too, which require some care to pass in
safety. The worst of these, a _miIe>o_r so above-
Glenora, is a treacherous piece of water, and has
claimed several victims, white and Indian. On a
second journey up the Stikine, I was neaﬂy a

Witness of one of these accidents. We had just

hauled through the rapid with a sea-going canoe, and

were boiling a kettle on a gravel bar rpund the |
next bend, when another canoe came dow% stream
.manried'by three white men and an I:_n"dian steers-
man. They put ashore and spent half an hour
with us.-as we were bringing up all the late news

from the outside.world and had some letters for

‘them. Five minutes after they left us their canoe

capsized in the rapid and two of the occupants were

drowned. yet the place looks easy enough to run,




AN A

(AR IR

o~
<
Ipe
‘
i
‘
>
P



|
I
“
|
|
}
_

I

i“a L e R S , - I




ON THE STIKINE RIVER 15

and ‘their canoe was a big powerful craft piloted bby

an Indian well known as a competent steersman.
Four miles below Telegraph Creek is Buck's

Bar, the place where gold was first discovered in

any QUantity on the Stikine, and lately celebrated

as the scene of one of those misguided mining

_enterprises that have done a great deal to prevent
‘the development of British Columbian gold-fields.

So many companies have been formed and so much

capital expended for the extraction of gold from far-
off places where no large amount of gold ever
existed, that the long-suffering public have at last
become chary of purchasing shares. Several of the
placer camps, notably Cariboo, were e;t;emely rich
as Ibng as they lasted ; but so far it is hard to name
any single quartz Iedgé or deposit of auriferous
gravel suitable for the hydraulic method of washing
that has ever paid a-single dollar to the share-
hoiders.  Yet just across the international ‘bound-

ary line, to the southward of British Columbia, in

4 country of the same geological formation, and

presenting the same obstacles to exploration and
the transport of machinery, quartz ledges have long
been worked to advantage; and it seems hardly

probable that the 4gth parallel of Tatitude should
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form the line of demarcation between the natural
resources of the earth as well as between its

inhabltants.

Telegraph Creek received its name in anticipa-
tion that was never realised; for here the electric
wire intended to connect the Old World and the

New, by way of Behring Straits, was to cross the

Stikine. For the two years, '66, '67, parties of

energetic explorers followed up unknown mountain
passes, and cut supply trails through the thickly-
wooded interior of British Columbia_and Alaska,
in search of the most feasible route for a telegraph |
line, only to be met on their return with thé news -
that the Atlantic cable—which had been pronounced
an impossibility_—was in full working order, and
‘that the overland scheme was in consequence
abandoned. - The creek itself is very small; although
it has been found to yield gold, as is the case with
most of the tributaries of the Stikine, the results
have always been unsatisfactory: ] »

A few miles higher up the main stream is the
foot of the Grand Canon of the Stikine. the begin-
ning of a long stretch of unnavigable water. The
Indians make use of the river again above the -

canon, but I could get no definite information as
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to how far they have ascended towards its

source.

The little town of Telegraph stands at the junc,;

sipa- tion of the creek with the river. deep down in a
ctric narrow valley, shut in by high mountains over '
the which the“sun. never rises in the short days of
the winter ; but it has rather more life than Glenora.
s of being “the starting-point for the pack train that
tain carries all necessaries for the scattered population
kly- of Cassiar to the head of Dease Lake. It is also
ska, ‘rather an i:mportant ‘centre for the fur trade, as
-aph there dre two or three rival stores, .and a keen
2Ws competition has arisen. The Indian has soon
ced learnt to appreciate the advantages of competition,
and and prices have goné up to such an extent that one
nce would suppose fur' was héfd]yﬂ worth buying at
agh such figures. Besides the inhabitants of the large

villages of Tahl-Tan, situated 12 miles highers
alts ] .u;) the river, and the hunters from the large ;ra;:t
' of country lying towards the Taku River and
Teslin Lake to ;hé westward of the Stikine. a
bund- of Indians known as.the ** Bear Lakes,” bring
their furs overland for several hundred miles from
the head-waters of the Peace River, to take ad-

vantage of the high prices ofiered by the opposing
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traders. There is certainly no other trading post

in the whole f Canada'that takes in as many silver
foxes as a;ffé, annually traded at Telegraph Creek,
and gooc’l‘:sll;ins, too, many of therp fetching a price
in a Regent Street furrier's shop. that nﬁght form
a vast subject for the wretched, cold-fingered Indian
to ponder on as he sets his line of steel traps where -
the snow has drifted hard on the bleak slopes of
the open mountains over which the foxes roam

throughout the long northern ‘winter. Next in

‘order of numbers are the bear skins, but these are

for the most part killed along the Stikine, as the
hides are 'too( heavy to carry long distances. Wolf,
fy'nx, beaver, marten, and wolverines, in smaller
quantities, swell the yearly fur trade at Telegraph
to a very respectable total. |

We had expected some trouble in getting our
canoe carried over the seventy mile portage to the
lake and were prepared to do it ourselves if neces-
sary, but a.couple of Indians undertook the work
readily enough, and fulfilled their agreement in a
most satisfactory manner. _ ;

v.'—\f;ter a week's delay the mule train came. in,
and ‘the following morning we started with  our

caro'o distributed on the backs of five ammals A
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charge of seven cents a pound is now made on all’

freight carried over the .portage, a great falling off,
from the packer's point of view, since the first pack
train.wen‘tr ii_lto Cassiar with a_load of 15,000 lbs.
at fifty cents a pound, and cleared a fortune for the
owners before competition cut the business down.
There is still enough work to keep a train busy
during the summer months. as this route is the
only inlet intoan immense territory inhabited by
Indians who,_haVe_’acquired mar;y of the white man'’s
habits, and clafnour for things they would never

have known the names of if Cassiar had remained

purely a fur-trading district, but which have become

nécessaries for the natives since the influx of the

miners.
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, CHAPTER Il

THE DISTRICT OF CASSIAR

Cassiar trail—Laketon—A Hudson Bay tfmling post-—Dease Lake—Draw-

backs to mining—Sylvester’s Landing -—Casca Ind\in-ns—:\b:mdon plan of
wintering on Frances Lake.

Tue Cassiar trail was once a well-travelled route,

mining camps—could be . ‘bought at high figures.
But these sxgns OF.; prospenty have fallen into decay,

, and the rough log cabins are ‘unoccupied.  The
trails and brxdgcs are however kept in good order
by the British Columblan Government. ' The port-
‘age to the: AI‘Cth 5Iope is a remarkably easy one.
without any noticeable height of land; while the -
6nly difficult parts of the trail are the steep hills at
the‘crossings of two large tributaries of the Stikine,
known as the First and Second North Fork, which
run through deep cafions that seem a éoﬁspicuous
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feature of all these streams. Near the First North
Fork, 12 miles from Telegraph Creck, the trail
runs through Tahl-Tan, but it was entirely de-
serted when we passed, as the inhabitants were
making the most of the salmon run to put ﬁp their
winter supply of dried fish. For a great part of the
distance to the lake the trail lies along dry open

. benches, afterwards changing to spruce and poplar-

covered flats, with ‘many swampy spots. The’

general appearance of the mountains that are occa-

_sionally seen is very pleasing. to the sportsman's

eye. The summits are rounded, and on the sides-

are large stretches of open grassland, interspersed

with patches of light timber. Many of these
mountains are well known to the Indians as a sure
find for cariboo and mountain sheep; while the

moose, which of late years have pushed their way

to the westward, are rapidly increasing in number

in the more level éb"untry. and have even been
killed within a few miles of Telegraph Creek.

The pack train was composed of .thirt);—ﬁve
heavil loaded mules, which were, of course, driven

at a slow pace. so-that 15 miles were considered

a good day's travel. .= Early starts were made to

avoid the heat of the sun and give the animals
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time to feed and rest in the afternoon. . The loads
should be off and the day’s work over not later than
eleven o'clock, if mules or horses are to be kept in
good condition and packed regularly for any length’
of time. ‘

On the'mkofning of 16th August we crossed the
slight elevation marking the watcrshed between

“the streams running into the Pacific and Arctic.

«Occans; and shortly afterwards reached the head”

of Dease Lake —a narrow sheet of water run-

ning some 24 miles diréct]y : nofthwards, with
thickly-wooded_shores gently sloping upwards to
the summits of low hills, and here and"there a
: towering 'SﬂOW-CQpde peak standing well ‘back
from the water. R )

A dilapidated little steamer still plies on the lake
and putting th(;'fc‘ano“;\\on deck, we took passage
by  her to Laketon, the most important town in
Cassiar. situufcd atthe mouth of Dease Creek,
18 miles “down. o the west side of the lake, where
we were royall)‘;’“’eﬁtcxf&ined for the .night by Mr.
Porter. the Gold Commissioner for the district.

Laketon is. a good Speciménpf the deserted
mining town so frcquenf]y seen ‘to the westward

of the Rocky Mountains. Dease  Creek. was one
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of the richest strikes; and in 1874-75 several
hundred miners, with their parasites the store-
keepers and bar-tenders, made the camp livgly.
Gold dust was flying about with the recklessness
distinctive of. the life ;. but'fnbw the yb‘ung shoots
of the forest are pushing up in the streets, and

rows of empty houses stare out across the lake,

apparently brooding over old scenes of good times -

and debauchery—better, perhaps,‘ undescribed —

that were enacted within their walls.

In- 1834 Mr. J. M‘Leod, a’ chief trader in

the Hudson's; Bay Company's service, acting under

the instructions’ of the Governor, left Fort Simpson

on the Mackenzie and ascended the . Liard to

explore its upper .watefs—{hoping, if possible, to

cross the watershed and find some stream . run-
{ - .

ning to the Pacific,—with the view of controlling

the western fur trade, pwhich was then in dispute
* between the Russians and the Company. . In

‘this undertaking he was successful ; and, ‘turning

~up Deasé River atsits junction with the Liard,

eventually reached the Stikine, passing through

Dease Lake, which he. named after the Arctic

explorer. It was not, however, until four years

later-. that :Mr. Robert Campbell established a
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trading post. on the lake, where he pa"sseAd,"' a
winter of unusual hardship from starvation. ’,"He
mentions in. his report that at one time his Jq’r)arty
v,?ér‘e obliged to eat their parchment wihdows.
and the lacing of their snowshoes, b,esides‘"" being‘
in danger -from the coast Indians, who seem
to have had a bad reputation at that time. The
post was abandoned in May 1839, as the 'trouble
about ' the trading rights at the mouth of the
Stikine had been amlcab]y settled by the leasmg.
of the long narrow coast strip of Alaska to the
Company. The whole trade was thus controlled
without the difficulty and expense of maintaining ‘
a post on Dease Lake. _Fof more than thirty

years the Cassiar District was lefc as M‘Leod -

“found it, for Campbell, one of the most enthusiastic

and successful explorers -that ever entered the -

Hudsons Bay Compan) s service, was turning his

" attention to a more northern country, and ‘mak-

ing fresh discoveries in the direction of Frances

Lake and the upper waters of what is now known

" as the Yukon River.

In 1872 Messrs. M‘Culloch and Thibert, after

a three years . prospecting expedition, reached

~ Dease Lake by the same route that M‘Leod
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-and Campbell had travelled over, after having
discovered gold mnear the site of old Fort Halkett
on th(, Liard. Their intention was to winter on
the IaLe,-trustmg to their rifles and what fish
they might catch for their supplies: but they -
were told by the Indians, that gold had been
dlscowered' on the Stikine, and that whl_te men
were  already working‘ there.  So they crossed
over the divide and found the mining camp at
Buck’s Bar. In the spring they started back
for Fort Halketz/’ but finding 'a much better pro-

Sﬁect/on/Thxberts Creek—a small stream coming

L

in from the west near the foot of Dease Lake,— -
they worked. there with success.  Other mineérs
soon followed themi from the Stlkme and- glowing
accounts of the new fields that reached the outsxde
world caused a rush from the nearly worked out
dmcrmcrs of Canboo and Ominéca. Thibert is

still mining and | prpspectrng in the _country (we

A after\»ards met him on Dease Rlver) but M Culloch

' was’ frozen to death near the mouth of- the Stikine

at the begmnmg of the Cassxar exc1tement
For a couple” of years the camp paid well;
but then the output of gold decreased, and has'

continued steadily to do so, .till at the present_ g
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day there are not more than twenty whlte miners
_in the whole district, and I doubt if many of these
are working paying claims-=hanging on year after
year in the hope of better times coming on the
discovefy of a new strike. A few Chinamen
make up the mining population, being of a per-.
severing nature, satisfied with small returns for

their labour, and extremely reticent as to the
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amount of gold they have taken out.

A good deal of prospecting was done in early
days; '*a.n(_/l' most of the creeks tributary to the
Dease and Liard - have been worked; but _orﬂy

- three of them seem to have been very remuner-

atlve——Dease and Thibert's Creek already men-

- tioned, and MacDame's Creek entering the Dease

River from the west slde, about 60 miles below
the outlet of the lake.

The great drawbacks to the country are the
shortness of the season during which mining is -
_possible, and the high price‘of provisions caused
by the long and expensive transport by steamer
and pack train from. Fort Wrangel. Even now
that the excitement is over and ’prices have been

cut down as much_as possible to suit the hard

e

‘times, a 60 Ib. sack of flour costs 14 dollars at
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Dease Lake and ,(20 on the Liard; bacon 35
to 50 cents a pound; and everything else in pro-
portion. Even the meat and fish supply brought
in. by the Indians fetches the absurdly high. figures
which were willingly paid in ea;'ly days, and the
hunters can make a living so easily that they

simply refuse to hunt meat if any attempt is made

to cut down prices. . -But—H#—a—white—Tman is any
use at all in the woods, he ought to be able to
keep himself in meat, as there areé plenty .of .cariboo
on the bare mountains on the east side of the
lake, -and the moose are increasing in numbers
every -vear on the lower ground. There are but
few miners who can _afford to prospect under
the present conditions, as, even if paying.diggings
are discovered, the first year’s work is lost, and
a capital of several hundred dollars—is-necessary
to buy provisions for a winter’s inactivity, to say
nothing of the only too probable chance of dis-
appointment and ‘hard work thrown away — for
hard work there is sure to be on foot or afloat
in any attempt to penetrate far into this little--

known corner of British Columbia and the North-

West Territories.

We left the lake in company with an Indian
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who was bound down stream in his canoe; and
travelled in a .genemlly northerly direction down
the rapid tortuous course of the Dease River,
which is a small stream at the outlet of the lake,
but rapidly increases in ‘size by the inflow of
water from other creeks. A few miles down
stream are some sharp curves, and a little -care
is required to kéep a boat from fouling the drift
piles which lie in the full sweep of the current:
but otherwise there is no danger to be met with.
‘Four small lakes lie in the course of the river.
the longest perhaps’twé miles in length——x:er\'
_- pretty sheets of water with densely—wooded shores
wand Lhigh bald mountains in the background.
rhese lakes are, however, a serious impediment
to the navigation of .the Dease, as they freeze up
much earlier in the ‘autumn than - the river, and .
_are often impassable by the middle of October,
_‘except to a light boat that éah.b'beﬂézisily hauled
over the ice. P o ‘
Thirty miles below Dease Lake is Mtﬁe, Cotton-
wood Rapid, but it is easily run, as the few racks in
mid-stream are seen at ‘a glance, and the waves at
the foot-of the r:apids_’are small on the east side.

On ‘19th August. early in the morning, we
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reached Sylvester's Landing at the mouth of
MacDame's Creek, the headquarters.of the Hudson's
Bay Company's district of Cassiar. A casual glance
at once shows the contrast in the appearaﬁce of this
western trading post as compared with any of the
Company's establishments in the.same latitude on

the castern side of the Rockies. The slovenly log

buildings, the row of Indian shanties in close prox-

imity to the master’s house, and the absence of any

" attempt at regularity’in the positions of the various

__storehouses, Compare unfavourably with the neatly

kept forts on the northern lakes, where the Hudson's

Bay Company has held undisputed sway for a

‘century. . It is evident that the strict regime insti-

tuted in the time of Prince Rupert has been rudely
ended. 'by the appearance of the miner; and the
Indian has lost his respect for the white man. He
refuses any longer to trade on the *Pro pelle cutem”
system of the Hudson’s Bay Company, and at the
same time has picked up many other habits of
civilisation far less to his own advantage.

The remnants of the once numerous tribe of

Ciasca Indians present a good example of the rapid

deterioration of natives, caused by free intercourse
with the whites—especially. perhaps. with a class of

e
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whites wl xch is dlways to be found in the mining,

"camps. ltis onlya qu1ck]) told chapter in the stor\‘

that was |begun 400 years ago on the Atlantic sea-
board—the story of the red man giving way to the

white, and ‘sinking t'hrough the various <;\ta'<;"es of
|

'dlscasc and deorradamon into total extinction. -What

other’ fat#e ¢an be in store for a native race when the
hunters |leave the woods to work for wages and

drink th/e forbidden fire-water, while the women live .

in luxury on-the proceeds of their'immorality 2 No

piaus missionary has ever penetrated into Cassiar to

pg_{rj&.o#ﬂ these matters to the Iidians. although the

district is easily reached,-and there is certainly a'most

hopeful band of sinners; white and Indian, waiting
5 . ;
to be convertcd Perhaps it'is too late to begin, as,
at. the 1.)r<:scnt rate 9{ mormhtv the (,dsca‘»-wﬂl be:

c\tmct’ in ten years' time. and the b(mks of thL

Dease | and Lmrd depopuldted unless,;'mmuals qt

i

sufhcujnt Value are discovered to mducg the mmcrx

B
to permdn(.nd\ occupy the pl,lce of the' vlatwc:s they

hqw, ‘so quickly exterminated. :\p,l_rp fromﬂ,,»thc

|

mmem]s the country is absoluteli: worthless ; the

. soil 13‘ usually poor and thickly covered with trees,

bumtl in many places, and of no commercial valae
on ag¢count. of - their distance from market: these

-
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alternate with swamps and rocky lakes. Even
whére the land would repay cultivation. the long
~winters and late summer frosts are serious obstacles
“to agriculture.

The immediate - neighbourhood of Sylvester's
Landing is especially favoured in this respect,
havi’ng a milder climate and pro‘(.lucing better crops
of hz;rdy vegetables than any other part of the dis-

“trict; in fact, when thé diggings on Machmme's
Creck were prosperous, a large amount of garden

producé was grown for the use of the camp, and

- potatoes . are still raised in some quantity by the
-XChinese, who are mining 12 miles up the creek’
: i s

at China Bar. A couple of miles further on is a

coltection of log cabins locally known as *town.”
where a store is kept up for supplying the wants of
the few miners who are still working on the creek.
Provisions are boated down from Dease Lake to
Sylvester's Landing, and -packed from. there with-
horses along a good trail following the- v:il]c_v» of
MacDame's Creek. Fourteen miles again above
the town is Quartz Creek, a tributary, of MacDarme's,
where gold is being taken out in some quantity by
two of the most enterprising mi‘ners in the country,

who have spent many years in working the same

«

. s v ‘o
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claim, and have spéred neither labour nor mohey t
in developing their property. ‘ L
Before leaving Victoria, we had writr.cn to Mr. C
Scott Simpson, the officer in charge at Sylvesters - v
A\L,andmg asking him to have a boat andrew ready t
- for us on our arrival, to take a winter's supply of T
provisions and other necessaries to Frances Lake, t
but he had been unable to get a crew for the -trip; y ;/’
glithqugh he had done his best to persuade any of TP
the good bﬂotatmeﬁ who were within reach of the a
trading }Sost to make the expedition. It has become ai
so hard to procure good mcn'fbr»bdating-rvt-hat-»thc se
Company have brought a crew of half-breeds fro r de
Winnipeg to boat the trading goods from Deak L
Lake, rather than rely Upon' the local Indians, th
besides being untrustworthy. have the strofs du
aversion to hard work, and expect wages fo to

for winter

as soon as posslble to put.up . a c1bm

quarters, and pass the time tl}‘l._, ’nn" 1m hunting
moose and exploring the surroti‘nx nfr counir) -On
the last sn‘ow we expected to haul tht, /:anoc with

dog- slurrhs across the height of land andto. rcach
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ey the Pelly, or some of its tributaries, before the break

up of the ice. But now our plans were all knocked

Ir. - on the head, as it was evident that our little canoe

s | would not carry enough provisiéns to enable us

.dy to winter in case game should prove scarce, and

of reach the Pelly in the spring, to say nothing of
\t nghe ammunition and other weighty necessaries.

'i})"‘ } We spent a week at the Landing “in the hope
of i ‘hat some more enterprising Indians might turn up;
‘he |/ and then started down stream with no very definite -

‘aim in view. Before we left, Simpson promised to
send us down a couple of Indians with their sleigh
dogs to "the Lower Post, at the junction of the
Dease with the Liard, at the first opportunity, so
that we might haul supplies towards Frances Lake
'duririgv the winter if we should make up our minds
to do so. : : o

> N




1o dpves

o et s s

CHAPTER IV ..
»iTHE LIARD I’_C);T )

Mount Ke-la-gurn—Hyland River— Indian superstitions—Big-game in
particwdar localities—First fall of snow.

Tue river belaw MacDéime's_ Creek is very crooked,

and during its northerly course-of 100 miles or so

to its junction with the Liard, has less current than

e kS s e i e e bt e driond e g

L At
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in its upper reaches. As we dropped down stream °

the mountains receded. from the river, and grass
benches, lightly clothed with black pine, made their

appearance, rising in dlstmctly marked terraces

sometimes to a hemht of several hundred feet above

the river level. In .other placés the banks were
covered with _groves of well-grown spruce -and
cottonwood ; and willow w'és everywhere abunsl;m/
Near the mouth of the river are two rapxc}s each
with a clear open channel, but a heavy <ea which

cannot be avoided : ;md if the ca_noé}sét ‘a]lyheavily

“loaded. it is advisable to portage part of the cargo

T
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cspecially in the second rapid; A short way above
the first rapid we met a boat-load of prospectors
who were coming out after an unsuccessful summer’s
cruise.  Among them was Henry Thibert, who

vave us an interesting account of his three years’

expedition  with _M‘Culloch from . Minnesota to

Dease Lake, in the course of {vhich they made the

.. first discovery of gold on the Arctic Slope. After

we had done yarning, we inquired about the rapid

below, and were told 1t was good, and that we should

“have no dlfﬁculty in running it on_the rxfrht side.

~So without landing to pick out a course, I ran my

_ canoe into the right-hand channel, and found that we

had entered a shallow rapid with a strong current,
absolutely choked with boulders, and no room for

the canoe to pass. We bumped two or three times

‘at the upper end, but luckily the crash did not .co_me '

till we had nearly reached the foot;of the bad water.
Then a sharp stone tore a hole in the thin planking. |
the water rose over the bottom boards immediately,
and only a hasty landing and .discharge of cargo

prevented a serious catastrophe.  After we had

etfected repairs, I took™a look at'the rapid, and found

A straight. deep channel on the left 5ide through

which we could have run wi erfect ease, if* we
I I - \\
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had not taken the precaution to ask the way before-

hand. We took the next rapid cautiously égoQgh.

and early on the morning of 1st September reached

the Lower Post, a most unpretentlous establishment
51tuated on the far side of the Liard, half a mile
above the mouth of the Dease. A small store, a
lc?r?M};ﬁfﬁfor the ;11an in charge, and a few rough

last outpost of c1v1hsatlon in th:s dlrectxon In

-.charge of the post was a man named Smxth a native

of the half breed settlement of Selkirk-in Mamtoba

and a capital specimen of his class. His term. of

contract with the - Hudson's Bay Company had

nearly run out, and . he offered to engage with me .

for the next summer’s ‘expedition to the Yukon if I.
had to delay my start till the spi;ing. He afterwards
prd\":ad a most useful bowsman, besides being quiet
and: thoroughly‘ reliable on emergency. At present

he had to look after the cg;aaing post till a man was

sent to reheve him. ;h

Standmor on the bank-of a river whose source is
unknown, and with a stretch of country lying to the
northward several  hundred miles in length and

breadth, on which the white man has never set his

foot, the Liard Post may be regarded as one of the

A
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best starting points for .exploration of the.North-

West that are 'still open ,-'go the enthusiastic traveller.

“ La Rivi¢re.aux Liards” (Cottdnwood Rivér) of
the early voyageurs anglicised into the Llard and
further corrupted” by the miners into the Deloire,

although probably known even by name to com-

- paratively few people, is one of the most important

features in the western water systém of Canada. -

Rising, like the Peace, far to the westward of the
Rocky Mouritains, it cuts through the main range,
and, after a wild course of some 800 miles, falls

into ‘the Mackenzie at Fort Simpson, mingling its

. waters with those of the Peace, the Athabasca-

and innumerable smaller streams that dram the

’v

huge Mackenzie basm

The Liard can scarcely be caHed a navxgable'

r_xver,._.although it has long stretches of quiet water.

There are several bad cafions in the upper part of

the stream, while the lower river is still worse, and

. has always-enjoyed the reputation of being the most

dangerous piece of water ‘in the whole of the

‘Hudson's Bay territory. It was by this route from
the Mackenzie that the posts at Fort Halkett, Dease
- Lake, Frances Lake, and Pelly Banks were supplied

fifty years ago; but there were so many disasters
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Al

from boat accidents and starvation, besides the great
cost .of keeping up the posts, that the route was
abandoned ; so that of late years there has been but

little intercourse between the two si.des of the

mountains.

Mr. M‘Connell, during the exploratory survey
of the‘evxtr_'eme"North-\Ves.t made in 1887, ran down
stream from the Lower Postto Fort Simpson. He

gives a most interesting account of the river and

. general appearance- of the country in his report to

the Geological Survey Department.

The Liard Post was our last chance of obtaining
Indians, but here we were again disappointed, and
decided to postpone our expedition to- Frances
Lake till the following spring. As there was
still a month or six jm’éek§ of good 'canoeing before

the cold weather set in, we left the post after a -

-stay of a few hours with the intention of mak- '

ing a short 'voyagje up Hyland River, a tribut-
ary entering the Liard from the north, about

12 miles down stream ; and, droppmg down with a

strong current, we camped for the mght JUSt out-

side the mouth of the smaller riv er
The scenery along the Liard is a repetmon of

that on the Dease, on aylarger_sale—the same gravel
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" bars and islands, backed by the same pine-covered

benches on the banks of the river.
Hyland River was named after Robert Hyland,
the first miner who ascended it, in spite of the fact

that it had been named the Macpherson many years

before by the Hudson's Bay Company’s explorers..

It appears an some maps as ‘“ Highland" River;
but if the commonly-used name is to ‘be maintained,
it should certainly be allowed its orthography.
Hyland and his party prospected. this river some
\cars ago, ‘but the results were not satisfactory.
Gold was found on many of the bars, but never in

sufficient quantities to pay for working in a country

5

where provisions are so high-priced that four or

five dollars to the man is not considered a * grub

: stch

For the first. few miles the river is svuft and
broken up into small channels, making. the- ascent
very difficult, -but afterwards the current slackens,

and there is no obstacle to navigatjon till the first

rapids are reached, at a distance of Some 3o

miles from the mouth.” The direction of the river
valley is N.W. to N.N.W., but the stream itself

s extremely tortuous. At the mplds the river

makes a sharp bend to the eastward. and there :




o g2 - THROUGH THE SUBARCTIC FOREST

i
!
H
3

are a couple of reaches each a mile in length of
really bad water; sé'veral ledges of bed rock
stretch across the stream, causing steep overfalls ;

and at.one corner the whole force of the current

SISO St S

gets on to a hxgh bluff whxch shoots it off in heavy

confused- smr]s dangerous to enter even witn a

"

~big boat. We took the canoe up on the north

o T shore, where there is‘an inside channel among the
rocks which can be worked by a boat of light

o . draught ; but even there the current is  powerful. .
T At one bluff the line h ’

a ﬂ(oat"and hauled i

to be passed' down’ on

low ndi

from a little bay out nf sight

‘from the cano€—always rather a dangcrous pro-

. ceeding,-as the roar of the water prevents an
or - from  being heard, and a capsize often
happens by keepmg too much strain on the line

~in case of a broad sheer at.the edge of an eddy.
Durmg the height of .the summer ﬂoods thlS must

T " be a hard place to get through As it was, with
the water low in the early part of ‘September, we

" had to make several portages before, reaching the
quiet stretch at the head of the rapids

And now the river becarhe an ideal stream for

i . canoeing—a slack current, with- alwa)s good track-
ing on one side, fine weather, and pleasant camping
. 7«"‘\
/ N ;
'A
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places, with plenty of dry firewood. - The deciduous
trees had changed thei;'v colour; and the mountains,
which bega’n to show up to the northward, were
covered with the blue haze which always accom-
panies the falling“«of the leaf in these latitudes.
Indications of game were not wanting either—
moose and bear tracks along the sand bars;
beaver chopping among the willows and cotton-
‘wood. Geese, ducks, and cranes were in some
numbers, too, and the forest was well supplied with
spruce grouse 4nd rabbits. |

At a distance of 9o miles, by o%ir reckoning,
from the mouth, following the bends of the river,
. the banks contract till they form a cafion several
miles in length, with- many rapids full of boulders,
presentihg a formidable impediment to navigation.
At the foot of the cafon, a large creek—the only
cne of any importance that we notiééd—joiné’the
Hyland from the eastward, entering between steep
cliffs of the same peculiar slate stlie;aked-‘with h;v‘evins
of whife and brown quértz that composes' the walls
of the cafion on the main stream. This trxbutary is -
l\nown to thts Indians as the Tabathotooa or Blue—'..
water LB riges m a clump of high mountams

towards the north east and throucrhout most of

” - . . N T,

~
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its course is a quiet stream winding from side to
side of a valley two miles in width. Long after-
wards I had occasion to_travel along this stx:‘eam
on a winter's journey to the main range of the
northérn Rockies. In the cafion we put'ashd;‘é' to
reconnoitre, with, the .resul‘t that- we “discovered a
high, bare-topped” mountain standing at some dis-
tance back from the river on the west side, and
decided cn making an attempt to reach the summit

to get a general idea of the country, and to trace the

~course of the stream as ‘far as we could follow it

with the eye from an elevation of several thousand

‘feet. “Taking provisions to last us a week, and

caching the rest on a scaffold, we pushed on two
or three miles with the canoe, portaging, wading,
and hauling: with lines over the numerous rapids, -
till we reached the bend of the stream which
approached most nearly to the foot of the mountain.
Here we landed, and shouldering our blankets and

provisions, started through the forest for the bald

__ peak, of which—we -—could occasionally catch a

glimpse. The walking was good enough, as there
was not much underbush, but the distance was
greater than it seemed to be from the river, and

it was nearly sundown on the second- day when,

1
. 1
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after some la‘borious\\ climbidg, we reached the
summit, and were rew‘}trded with a view that well
repaid us for our troﬁble——a view of wondrous
beauty, mten51ﬁed perhaps by the tinge of mystery
which always enshrouds the unknown land. Before
us, to the north and east, was a vast stretch of
country absolutely unexplrt\b\red;‘ range after range
of gently undulating mourtain ridges culminating
in the distant snow-capped peaks of what we sup-
posed to be the western\spurs of the Rocky
Mountains.  North-west ra& the valley of the
Hylahd River, inclining a little ‘more to the west-

ward just before it disappeared behind a prejecting

“mountain spur. A few miners have ascended the

river some distance beyond the point at which we

left the cafion, and report it easily navigable above.

‘the cafion to its source in a large lake. But the

Indians deny the existence of a lake at the héad of

the river, and say it rises very near to the Frances,

as also do the Black River and the Beaver—the - -

S two"Iower tributaries of the Liard, so that the four

streams, although wide apart at their mouths, head
close together on one plateau, like the ribs of an -

umbrella. But the Indians do not like the country.

* Something evil lives there; and once, a long time
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ago, before the whites came to the Liard, a- party of
hunters met with a terrible fate at the head-waters
of Hyland River. According to the story, they
were working their canoe through a cafion when
a sudden darkness overtook them, and the evil
thing rose out of the water, turned over the canoe,
and dragged the unluqky hunters down into the
depths of a V\}hirlpool. Since then, the Indians are
chary of going far up any of these streams, and turn

back, by their own account, as soon as they see

. bones of huge animals lying on the river bars.

From the top of our mountain, which the Indians
call Ke-la-gurn, “the mountain of many sticks,” we ’
were now overlooking the approach to this land of

evil repute ; but the month of September was draw-

- ing to its close, and prudence, coupled with the un-

certainty as to our winter plans, bade us overcome
the desire to push on up the river till a more
favourable occasion. = Our view to the west and

s'ou"f.h-west was blocked by high ridges similar. to

* the one on which we stood, but to the southward

the Cassiar Range still showed up above the long

stretches of undulating forest -covered plateau.

‘Several lakes were in sight, but none of them were

of .any considerable size, the largest being a sheet .
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of water lyiﬁg close to the foot of the mountain on
the north side, perhaps three miles in length, and
‘drained by a short stream into the Hyland.

There was no large game to be found on the
mou;atain' although in appearance it was a perfect
place for cariboo or sheep—Ilong grassy stretches,

with straggling clumps of timber, Wlth sometxmes

a patch of broken rocks or a small precxplce but

‘we saw no 51gn or track to indicate that animals
frequented the mountain at any season of the year.
It is a remarkable fact that in these out-of-the-way
count.ries, where one would expect to find game in
every favourable spot, the wild animals are ex-
tr(emely local in their distribution. Cariboo cer-
tainly travel great distances, but they have their
summer and winter ranges, and leave certain
districts untravérsed, although apparently offering
equal inducement in .the way of food ‘with the
country ‘throughtwhic‘h they take their course in
~their migrations. In the present instance, we
learng afterwards from the Indians that thé .cariboo
are like mosqultoes-——-the universal Indian syrvanym
for a large number—to the eastward of Hyland
River, but do not cross to the west side, while on

the Frances the west side is the favoured locality,

- i,
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yet neither of these streams present any obstacle to

the cariboo’s progress. The mountain sheep are

“much less inclined to travel if undisturbed, merely
changing - their elevation according to the season.

It is for these reasons that a .stranger without :

local kﬁowledge stands such an uncertain chance
‘of .finding game; and may easily waste a month
or two in climbing mountains totally unfrequented
by animals, when an Indian, familiar with the
countryy' from childhood, will "make a straight line
for the well-known haunts of the game he wishes
to hunt. )

But birds were plentiful enough on our mountain

of the miners,; on

the lower slopes, blue grouse—the best and largest -

“of all the Canadian grouse family—about the edge

~of the timber line, and great flocks of ptarmigan in

mottled autumn plumage on the sunny side of the
open ridges; so that we had no difficulty in keeping
the kettle full” &

Two nights we passed under the shelter of a’

clump - of spruce timber near the summit; then,
S : .

having no object in making a longer stay, turned

our faces down hill and reached the canoe, in pour-

ing rain, on the fifth day after leaving the river.’

§
=i,

—
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Y
The water had risen a foot on account of the

heayy rain, and in consequence we had less trouble

than we expected in running down the rapids, as

we could float oyer many of the rocks which had
ﬁ

been showing above water on our up-stream journey.

:_\V’hile p'otteridg about on the shore of the upper

cafion to pick out a course for the canoe, I stumbled

across a ledge of remarkablylpretty'i)lue and white

.quartz, evidently containing mineral, and broke off

a* few specimens which were the | cause of‘my
making a winter expedition to the spot to stake oﬁ
the claim in accardance with the mining statutes.
The run down the Hyland was pleasant and
uneVe‘natful; we had plenty of provisions and no
occasion to hunt with any keenness. We met

nobody, although we saw several spruce bark

canoes ‘hauled up on™the banks in different places.

The Cascas and Liard Indians are poor boatmen,
and do not make much use of the waterways, pre-
ferring to pack heavy loads through the woods to
working gacanoe’up stream ; while; if they wish to
run down a river, they can make a bark or skin
canoe in a few hours, and lose nothing by throwing
it away at the end of the run. The birch on the
Upper Liard does not grow to a sufficient size to
' G
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supply bark suitable for the canoes so much used

Lon the lower part of the river.

periaT

The first fall of snow occurred on 20th Septem-

ber, and a couple of days afterwards we arrived at

the Lower Post. Here we met a Californian min-
ing expert, who had come into the country on
purpose to examine a quartz ledge on Hyland

River:  Some samples of wonderfully rich ore, said

to have come from this l'edge, had reached his
office in San Francisco; and although it was already
-late in the year to start on such a long journey, he

.had set out at once to see if there was any truth in

the story. He returned to the Lower Post after
spending a couple of weeks on Hyland River, just
in time to get out before the ice began to run; and

was so mysteriously reticent as to what he had seen

thé‘t quartz ledges were the talk of the winter ffom
the banks of the Liard to Fort Wrangel. Gladman,
our Canadian bowsman, went out with him, being
anxious to reach civilisation before winter set in.
4 B He had told me before leaving that he would be
i unable to go the whole journey, as he had .an
engagement in Ottawa for the early spring. I was
sorry to lose his services for the next summer, as

he was a good man in the bow and a very handy
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boat-builder and carpenter.  As no Indians had y'et
turned up, Reed :md’i pitched our lodge about 10
miles up stream, at the head of a long cafion, which
is no doubt a.wild stretch of river durmg the
summer tloods, but at low water is fairly easy to
navigate. Here we awaited results, and occupied
our time in gétting out logs and put‘ting up a cabin
which would serve us for winter quarters if neces-
sary, besides making occasional moose hﬁnts; but
‘we soon found out from the absence.of tracks that
we had chosen a hopeless piece of country to hunt
in. There were plenty of grouse and rabbxts to
keep us in food, and two or ‘three' weeks slipped
away pleasantly énough. Then a cold snap started
the ice running in the river, snow lay several inches
deep qu_l;he ground, and it . seemed that winter had
come already, but it was a false alarm; in a few
days the snow had gone and the river was clear of

ice for another three wéeks.

(A
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MOOSE HHUNTING:

.'Ifhc country south of Liard I.{ivcr Civilised Indians—~Tncredse of n\xm‘.m; of
N ‘ moose—TFlabits of the moose,

O~ 18th October we went into the post *and found

the Hudson’s Bay boat had- arrived from Sylvester’s

Landing, with Simpson himself on board, also two

Indians with thcxr wives and families, who profcssed

themselves to be-willing to stay with us for the

winter and do any work we required of them in -

>

the way of moose hunting or hauling supplies up

the Liard towards Frances Lake. .

"We' learned that several important changes had

taken piéce in. the_little world ‘o_f.C.assiar through

the actlon of thc Hudson's B ay ofﬁcials in Victoria.
The great corporcmon had come tg the conclusion

that its business in Cassiar was-.notrremuneratlv

and had decided to sell out all interésts to a free-

trader named. La Montagne, who had been for

e
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some ycars . opposing the Company in the fur

trade with an establishment on the Liard, go

miles below the Lower Post.  The Manitobavhalf@

breeds; who had been employed in boating on the

Dease, were to be discharged after }]M: winter, and

two of them had volunteered to go with me in the

spring to -the Yukon, and take their chance of
cver?&tualiy‘rcaching the ‘sea coast in preference to

being sent direct to Wrangel on the breaking up of .

the ice.

This was most saiisfaétor): ‘;xews to me, as Reed
‘had made up his mind to remain in Cassiar.anoth‘er
su_mm'_c:r, and I had become: very doubtful whether
I' should be able to get any men for the trip.  Now
[ could rely on the half-breeds, and be quite inde-
pendent of the Indians should they all refuse their
services, as Ausually- happens when they are called

upon to make a journey beyond the limits of their

own country. .

The boat left immediately for La Montagne's

v
- . “ .

trading post, and a few days afterwards we started

ior a moose hunt on the level bench country to the

west of the Dease and south of the Liard. It was _ .

rather a bad. season to. set out, as there was no

+ snow to enable us to travel with dog-sleighs and
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snow-shoes, yet at any time snow might fall heavily

and make travelling by any other method a matter

of ‘great difficulty. As we had no snow-shoes

ready, we determined to take our chance, and sallied

- forth with loads on our backs and a couple of dogs,

heav11y packed, in attendance.
Very peculiar individuals were our two Indlans o

Charley and Two-fingered Johnny—so named from

+a malformation of one hand; a couple of good ex-

amples of what might have béen rather fine char-

acters if they had never come into contact with the
bastard civilisation of the mining camp. 1 don't

believe the red ‘man was ever the noble creature he

" has often been painted. We can only suppose that -

in time past he led a harmless existence, and un-
consciously did his duty in the particular station of
life to whichhe had been called’; but, dress him up
in the white man’s clothes, feed him on bacon and
ﬂour canned peaches, and molasses give him a
few drinks of whisky, and he becomes a despicable

brute. Heé does not like being taken away .from

~all these good things, and has a profound contempt

for the few true Indians who still make a hiving in .

the woods by trappmg the prec10us fur. So it was

with Charlie andjohnny.,‘/fhex were oood enough
. . 7
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men to track a moose, or work round the camp;
but on all the trips we went with them their hearts
were never in the life—they did everything sulkily,

quarrelled with each other, and grumbled because

v
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AAWINTER CAMP,

-

there was no canned fruit ; while their women would
on no account go to the woods to dry meat or
cure skins—they were not that sort o‘f women;
“they told us, but must dress in the finest that
could be bought in the store and sit through the

glorious winter weather by the side of a sheet-iron

stove.
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\\ € waxukred casually through the forest camp-
ing wherever night overtook us, hunting for a day
or two from each camp, and then moving on to
fresh ground. If we killed, the meat was cut up.
and stowed away in strong log' caches built on the
spot, to be hauled into the fort thenevcr it was
wanted. Moose were plentiful; we killed eleven
during the three weeks that we were out—this,
too, without any very energetic hunting. Besides
rabbits, and the attendant lynx, there were a good
many, porcupines, fat and easily killed by following
a fresh track. These were objects of greater
interest to-our I_ndiaﬁs than the moose, \{fh_iéh are
by no.means a certainty, and often lead to much
hard .walking without_any result. The porcupines
really are most excellent eating at this time of
year; but in the spring and summer. when they
hayé lost ‘their fat, their flesh is only to}erdble under
the pressure of necessity. '

Snow fell frequently while we were out, and by
the end of the first week‘ imr November it was deep
enough for snow -sheeing,™ ‘soewe were forced tQ
give up our hunt till we were better equipped for _
winter work. To reach the fort, we cut across to .

the Liard, intending to baild a raft and run the -
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20 miles down stream ; but \Kh'é"n “we came out on 7
the south bank the river ‘wﬁs full of running ice,

and we saw at once that we should have to continue

our journey on foot. It was a Iong and difficult

" walk, through fallen timber, while the snowfall was
already 18 inches in depth. Added to this there

was a chance of “not Wbeing able to cross the
river at the. Lower Post, but when we _reachled_ s -
this point we were glad to find "that the ice had

jammed in the cafion, leaving the water compara-

tively open below, so that we could cross in a
boat without trouble. g o - .
Twenty - five years” ago there were very few
moose "domr the Liard, and the animal was un-
kiown to the Indians hunting to the westward of
Dease Lake. Then there began to be frequent
‘rumours of a big tracl% seen In the show, and
monient?ary glimpses of a beast whose size varied
according to the fancy of the startled hunter. Then -
a young brave stood face to. face with a moose, and
slew'it; and the Cascas discovered that a new animal
—larger and better than any thmtr thev knew beforc
—had invaded their country. To da\ \hc\hftle-
l\nown region drained by the Dease -the-Upper
anrd the Frances, and the Pelly. is probably the
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best moose country on the continent of North

America. Where did all these moose come from ?

‘and how far will they extend their wanderings

towards the west? Quité recently there were none

‘between Dease Lake and Telegraph Creek Lake;

now moose are killed every year close to Telegraph
Creek ; and there are even reports of tracks having
been seen as far down as the Little Cation of the
Stikine. Northward, too, they extend, in increas-
ing numbers, dngn the Great Yukon as far ds the

junction of the Tanana, and up the latter stream to

" its head. ' .

There is a theory that the moose have been

_driven away from Peace River and the Lower

Liard; and have crossed the mountains to Cassiar
to avoid the continual hunting to which they are
subjected on the east side. But, as a matter of

fact, there is very little hunting done in that part of

'the country, as the Indians are ot numerous, and

aré rapldly dying out, besides dependlncr more and
more every year on the provisions imported to the

Peace River tfadin‘g posts. Whatever may be the

‘reason of this migration, it gives me the greatest

pleasure to be able to report that, at this late date,

when from almost every part of the world the cry
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arises that the wild animals are being exterminated,
there is still 'a remote corner whérev the rioblest
animal of the whole deer family is increasing and
multiplying at an almost incredible rate:"" :

And this state of affairs is likely to continue.
- The miner, having scraped out all the gold dust he
could find in the creeks and on the river bars, has
gone to seek new fields, leaving behind him the
dread diseases which must infallibly kill out the

native population. . Then the moose will have

'everythmg their Swn way ; the cariboo and- sheep 7

will roafn unmolested on the mountain tops and
the country will relapse-into the vast game preserve
for which it is so eminently suited. As soon as the
snow goes off in the spring, the moose comes out
into the low- lyfncr swamps and. along the- river

banks, in search of the young shoots of the. willow

which constitute its principal food t&roughout'theﬁ‘

year. In the heat of the summer it frequents the
open gravel bars, and may often be seen swimming
across the rivers, or standmg up to its belly in the

cool waters of a lake. The rutting season begms
about the middle of’September, when the bulls
travel continually and at a rapid pace in search of

the cows, which are then ‘rgmging in the elevated
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country back from the rivers—often far up the
mountain sides, in_the willow-covered swamps where
the little creeks have their sources. Here the
moos¢ remain till the deep snow drives them down
to the lower ground, and eventually back to th(.
river banks, where, if undisturbed, they pass the
cold months without wandering far from some back-
water or slough running up into the woods they
have selected for winter quarters.

The old bulls shed their hofns in the begi’nnilng

of January, the young ones a month later. The’

horns of a young bull killed on the 1st of February
dropped off in my hands when [ was dragging the
carcass clear of the bushes to skin it. On g9th
May the new growth of horns in a full-grown bull
protruded. about an ‘inch from the head. . The

young are dropped in the beginning_of June; the

. cows and calves "being usually found among the -

thick growth of willows along -the river banks at

¢

that season. . -
Where moose are plentiful, they are not difficult
to kill ; and none of the Dease and Liard Indians

would be considered expert hunters on the east side

of the Rockies, where these animals are scarce and

really hard to approach: and if a moose is driven
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away through carelessness, it -may be some time
before another chance is offered. But the Cassiar
Indians know that they can a_lwéays find another fresh
track if they disturb the first moose, and consequently
do not always use due precaution in approaching
their game. Another feason for their infériérity as
hunters is, that they are never really dependent on
their guns for a living ;»and if they have a dollar

or two—or, better still, a little credit—they prefer

" buying canned beef from the nearest store to hunt-

ing meat in the woods.

In March and April, when the snow is deep, the

moose are easily run down by a man on big snow-

shoes, and can often be driven in any direction the

hunter pleases. The usual method is to drive the

animal on to the river ice before killing him, to.

avoid the. trouble of taking the sleighs into the
timber to bring out the meat. The snow is seldom
deep enough in this country to force .the. moose to
yard, as is ‘their habit in Nova Scotia and New.
Brunswick ; so thelsystem of wholesale slaughter
which was forﬁlerly"pracfised in the Eastern Prov-
inces is impossible in Cassiar; nor do the Indians
here seem to have any knowledge of calling the

moose during the rutting season—a method much

v
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""‘*‘*‘f—if‘r- vogue among the Mic-Macs: but they occa-
» sionally attract the attention of an- old bull by -
scraping a bone ;Lgains"t the bark of a tree, and
“thus imitating the sound of a rival polishing his

horns. < w

"(;S.?;\m-‘;‘h
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CHAPTER VI
HAULING STORES TO FRANCES LAKE

Ice set fast in the rivers—Cassiar sleigh dogs—Disease among the Liard
Indians—Ideal day for a hunt—Difficulties of hauling supplies—Dangers
of a really cold day—A process of freezing out.

By the middle of November the ice had set fast in

the rivers, and snow-shoes and dog-sleighs were in

fashion. Cassiar dogs are by no means true repre-

sentatives of the northern race of hauling' dogs, but
show unmistakable signs of having civilised blood
in their veins. Instead of the native semi-wolf of
the Esquimaux and the Indians of the Mackenzie
River, all the well-known civilfsed breeds may
be recognised in various stages -of degradati'on.
Mongrel mastiffs, retrievers, setters, and pointers
are the most frequent types to be met with, showing
that the race is the offspring of any Iafge dogs that

could be stolen from the streets of San Francisco

or Victoria just before the steamers started with

. H

o
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their loads of miners bound for the Cassiar gold-
fields. We made several short moose hunts—some
successful and some otherwise—coming into the
post for a few day's and then going off into. the
woods for a fortnight. We went in every direc-
tion—down the Liard, up the  Liard, and up the
Dease, but everywhere we found: the same abund-
ance of moose tracks. Once we visited a large
lake 20 miles to the westward of the post, and laid
in a supply of whitefish, which we caught in nets
under the ice, in great quantities. Here we found
a band of Liard Indians hunting and fishing. Sick-
ness was prevalent in the camp—very few of the
men were well enough to hunt moose, and the}; had -
‘come to fhe lake to be sure of making a living. A
melancholy spectacle the camp presented ; half a
dozen pits in the snow lined with pine brush, a
little more pine brush stuck up as a wind-break,
and no other shelter from the weather. Lying in
theirAbIa‘nkgts were the sick men, some of the?n,
-evidently never to get up again—dying among the ~
moese hair and fish guts that were liberally scattered
over ew}erything ; and outside the filth of the camp
the ice-bound lake sparkled in the winter sunshine

that always seems so full of health and strength.
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What was the matter with them all? ~ “Oh! we're
always like this,” the chief explained, “since the
white men came to the country. In the old time,

my tribe was powerful, but now many of my people

die every winter. Some children are born, but. .

they are no good—they die soon.” ‘
Now, in the interests of ethnology, if not of
humanity, would it not be worth somebody’s while

to send a qualified doctor to patch up as best he

- might the remnants of the tribes of the Casgai and

Liard Indians, and prevent the spread of contagion ?

A Agood deal of money is spent annually by the

Dominion and the various Provincial Governments

: ' in dbiﬁg whatever is done for the Indians of Canada

—surely a littde might be spared for this outlying
part of the country ; and let the man whose salary it

pavs be~a doctor and not an Indian agent.' No

surveys are wanted ; no reservations need be staked

off ; f&r, if the present state of affairs.continues but
a few'more years, extinction will put etvery Indian
beyon%}fhe limitation of the agent’s reserve.
Thg"‘wintgrs' in Cassiar are mild in comparison
to the climate in the same latitude to the eastward

of ‘the Rockiés. The warm Chinook windsrfrom

the Pac1ﬁ.<.;;ge etrate the, Coast Ranges, modifying
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the intenysity- of the cold to such an extent that
there is usually a thaw with rainfall during some
part of the winter. ‘Snow falls (réquently but not
heavily, and there is less sunshine than in the
eastern winters, but there are occa51onal cold snaps
when the thermometer falls extremely. J.pw 'the
weather being then always bright and calm. -
Frequent hunting trips made the weeks go by
quickly till the shortest day was passed. This is
a]ways considered the turning point of the winter
in the North, although in reality most of the cold
weather comes after the new year. -
There is an indescribable charm in this winter
~hunting in the great northern woods-—waste of time
and unnecéssary hardship, as many people would
call it. I never know quite what the atfraction is;
but after a couple of days’ ¢omfort and high living
in a house, some feeling of restlessness is sure to
drive ydu out into the snow and its attendant dis-
comforts if you have any trace of the original
savage left in vour nature. The mere fact of being
. in the 'woods is sufficient to appease this cra;'ing.
The actual killing of the moose is a minor point
~—unless you aré short of .provisions, and then the

shot is taken anxiously enough.
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One of the pleasantest "hunts [ remember was
taken from a camp 20 miles up the Dease, where

a much

I spent a week with Beavertail Johnny
better fellow than his two-fingered namesake—

hunting moose and setting traps for Jynx.

o .
BURNT TIMBER IN WINTER.

New Year's Eve was an ideal day for our’ sport.
A gale of wind was blowing and light snow falling
—the time when the big ears of the moose are
blocked with snow, and he hears nothing but the
loudest cracking of the-branches; while on a clear

cold day the least sound is audible, and the creaking
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of the babiche lacing of the snéw-shoes is loud

.enough to alarm the moose at a long distance. We

had pfodded along on --snow—shoeé up and down- the

‘rolling hills to the southward of t}:ie river, but it was - °

well on towards evening when we discovered fresh

-tracks. Two moose had passe'd: just ahead of us,

and it was a question whether we could catch them
up before dark. An hour was spent in following
the tracks, and at last we saw the animals slowly -

crossing an open ridge a few hundred yards away.

“As soon as they disappeared, we started at our best

‘speed, and ¢ame upon our game at clese range,

nipping the willow twigs that grew thickly on the
other side of the sumfnit. The shot was not easy
in the falling snow and rapidly increasing darkness,
buf I' dropped one, and ‘there was a little blood in
the track of the other. "And then the wind fell

suddenly, the snow stopped, and the full moon

‘shpne out brightly, lighting up -the snow-laden

spruce trees and willow bushes, with the distant

peaks of the Cassiar range in the background. We
skinned and cut up the moose by mooniight, and
started back for the river with.a sufficient supply
for supper, picking out the best road as we went,

for our tracks would be hard enough in the morning
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to enable us to haul out the rest of the meat with

the dog-sleighs. It was late when we reached the
camp, and were heartily welcomed by the dogs,

who knew in an instant that we had killed a moog,

and that there was a good time coming for a few

days.

A big kettle of fat meat brought the day to an
end, and the New Year found us with our heads
under the blankets and our feet stretched out to thé
blazmg fire.

‘_The next day we brought in the meat, and fol-
lowed the blood-track for several miles; but the
moose was evidently not much hurt, as he had
never laid down, and presently the blood ceased
~altogether. S

In the middle of January, La Montagne came up
to the Lower Post and left for Victoria, giving us a

- chance of .sending out letters, and promising to be
back by the beginniﬁg of April. Reed went with
him to Dease Lake, and at the end of the month I
thought it advisable to begin hauling supplies up
-the Liard towards Frances Lake; so, late one
afternoon, 1 left the post with four dog-sleighs
loaded with all the provisions I could lay hands on,

accompanied by three of the Manitoba half-breeds

s bt
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sent down from Sylvester’s Landing by Simpson,.
Aar’ld a good little Indian named Secatz in place of
Charlie, who was, or pretended to be, too i}l to
travel. The weather set in cold from the start,

and continued so for a fortnight—the only really

cold snap that we had all the winter. The travel-
ling with heavy .loads was slow, as we had to go
ahead every élay to break the road through the

snow, and wait till the- night's frost hardened up

our tracks b(;fore the dogs could pull the sleighs.
In the soft/snow we could make no héadw’ay
at all, but sometimes we found long stretches of
glare ice which helped us greatly. A good deal of .

time, too, was taken up in hunting, as, unless we

killed moose, we had to fall back on our loads. of
provisions that were intended for use many months

afterwards.

It took us a week or more to reach the mbﬁth of
the Frances River, which joins the Liard from the
north 45 miles above the Lower Post. It enters
by two channéls, one on either side of a large
island; and might easily be missed in the winter
“time, as the Liard is here much broken up by
islands and gravel bars.

Only two moose had been killed, and the weather
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still increased in severity. 2nd February was thé

coldest day of the whole winter, the thermometer at
Dease Lake, 200 ‘milés to the southward, as we
afterwards heard, standing at —68° Fahr. Secatz
and I left camp before daylight that morning to
hunt, leaving orders with the half-breeds to haul
the loads up to the island, as we had broken the
road ahead overnight. At the mouth .of the

Frances we separated, Secatz hunting along the

Frances while I followed the Liard for several

miles. I found two fresh moose tracks, but could
not gét a shot; and it was long after dark when I

reached the island again, fully expecting to find the

”ca_rgo all up and the camp made. But there was

no sign’nof_anyb,ody. except that the rifle which
Secatz had been using was stuck up in the snow
where the road left the ice and turned up the bank.
With the aid of ‘a match I examined the road and
saw that no sleighs had- passed, and Secatz’s snow-’
shoe tracks were leéding down stream. It was
only then thatb‘l realised how fearfully cold it was.
I had eaten nothing since early mormno and had

been sweating while running after the moose, always

‘a bad thing to do in cold weather, as you are sure

to get chilled as soon as you stop for a minute.




106 THROUGH THE SUBARCTIC FOREST

-1 expected to find the camp close, so would not -
wait to light a fire, but left niy rifle and started
down ﬁingeam at a run. I could never get warm
again, although I had still ten miles to go; and my
nose and cheeks were rather badly frozenr before I
saw the glare of the camp fire through the trees. 1
found the half-breeds having a good time, sitting
round the fire rolled up in blankets, drinking;teé
and shouting the chorus of a highly improper song
long popular in the Red River Settlements. They
had only moved camp about a mile, as they began
to freeze, and could "not get the dogs along quickly
enough to Leep themselves warm; so they had put
‘ashore and made a fire as soon as they saw dry
- wood enough to camp with. Secatz had come in
just ahead of ‘me, with the same experiye‘nce as my-
self—a frozen nose and no moose meat.

In this extreme cold it is never really safe for a
man to go into the woods alone‘ as, if he meets
with an accident severe enough to cripple him, or
gets wet by breaking through a weak “spot in- the
ice, he is absolutely certain to freeze to death
unless he is very quick in lighting a fire. In any
case he should always carry an axe in his belt and

plenty of matches, so that he may still have a
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chance if dry wood is close at hand. One of the
gredtest dangers lies in the fact that your fingers
are likely to freeze, or at least become useless: for
Iighting a rqatch, as soon as you grasp the handle of
an axe and impede the freé_ circulation of the blood,
as a layer of ice is sure to have formed .b\éthw.cen'thé'.
mdose-skin and the”inside, lining of ybuf mittens. ~
This sort of weather is gooﬂ enough for travel-.
ling straight ahead on a good road with' light loads
on the sleighs, but in this case our dogs were ove”r-
loaded, and the snow was so soft that we could not
keep warm while travelling slowly. ’

At night we were comfortable. enough, as we
kept a big fire going. It wés at first the coldest man’s -
business to put on wood; but this led to trouble,
and 1 finally had to establish a regular watch.
One of the common tricks of a winter camp is the’
habit men have of pretending to be sleeping, warm
and snug; in the hopes of freezing sdme other
poor devil out of his blankets to make up the-
fire.  You can .gvet up shaking with cold, and throw
on big sticks from the wood pile, chep. kindling,
and make as much .noise as you like, yet not a
soul will be "sqfﬁ,ciently_ awake to lend 7you a hand.
But as soon as the fire -burns up brightly, ‘and

-
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the kétgle begins to boil, the least rattle of a spoon
agajnst a tin. cup will rouse the whole camp as
readily as a gunshot. The cup of tea in the small
hours of these shivering mornings, with the return
of warmth and the prospect of a few more hours’
slgaep, is one of the most pleasant. recollections of
northern travel, bringing back to ‘the memory the

intense brilliancy of the stars, the dim outline of

. the mountains, and the deathly silence of the snow-

‘laden forest and ice—bounbd‘river. ;

At-the mouth.of the Frances we were completely
stranded, as the ice. was ﬂ_odded upd_er the snow,
and’ there was no chance of keeping our feet dry
enough to avoid freezing. Camp was made on the
island, and here we stayed for four days hunting
‘moose; but in this respect, too, we Were out of
luck, owing toithe great cold.- It was impossible
to get about in the woods without making enough
noise with our snow-shoes to_scare away the most
confiding of animals. Even the rabbits refused to
let us get near them; and, seeihg.that we should be
_obliged to broach our cargo if we remained longer,
a strong cache was built and everything stowed
away safely till a more favourable opportunity

turned up. Then, with the advantage of a hard
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road and light sleighs, we turned our faces down
stream, and soon covered the 45 miles to the Lower
Post, arriving there in straggling order, according

to each individual’s staying powers.




CHAPTER VII

A MINING EXPEDITION

-

Return to Sylvester's Lzmdir;g' for summer supplies—Rabbits and grouse—-
- Murder by Casca Indians—Expedition to Hyland River—Quartz ledges
—Chesi Hill, the home of the big-horn —Jealousy between Cassiar Indians.
and. Réd"River half-breeds.
My next expedition was made in company with
Beavértail Johnny and Sccaté, to the Hudson’'s
Bay Company’s headquarters at ‘S’ylvester's' Land-
ing, to get additional supplies for the summer. The
usual V'Winter road follows the Dease for 30 miles,
~and then strikes off to the eastward, passing through
an open grassy countr\ w1th numerous lakes, and
sklrtmor the foot of a high range known as.the
'Horse Ranche Mountains. It is here that the
horses used for packmg provisions to the outlying
. mining camps in the summer pass the long winter,

scraping .away -the snow in search of the bunch-

grass, usually coming out in good condition in the
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-s‘prin(r, although once or twice V'thinUs have gone
wrong, and many of the band were mlssmg when
the snow went off. .

On the long portage between the two big lands
of the Dease, rabbits were in great numbers; We
killed thirty-ﬁve one. day with our rifles without
stopping to hunt away from the road, besides
several spruce grouse—and this too with a penalty
of a 'plug of tobacco for everything shot in the
body. The rabbits are as white as the snow, and
at first-are hard to see till they run, but after a
little -pra_ctice the round black eye is spotted .at

once, and there is usually plenty of time for a shot.

The spruce grouse is a most conﬁdmg blrd and

will rarely leave its bough till its” head is cut off by
a. bullet. Moose are seldom found far back from
the river in this part of the country, as there is not
much willow for them to feed on. The Horse
- Ranche Mountains used to be a good place for
cax:iboo,}but they were so much hu»nte‘d‘ when meat
could be sold for a big price to the MacDame
Creek miners, that they are now only to be found

here during the spring and autumn migrations..

. We set traps for lynx as we went, andflpi-é’k"éa"

up several on the way back. In a good rabbit
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year lynx are always plentiful, and are the simplest
of ‘animals to trap or snare. The Casca Indians
have the greatest objection to white men trapping
on their own-account in their country; gold dust
they can take as fuch as they like, but the fur is
the Indian’s equivalent for gold, and must be left
for the Indian. Tﬁéyggg very firm on this point
—so much so that a couple of white men who were
trapping on the Liard some years ‘égo were killed
by the Indians because they refused to let the fur
alone. They were repeatedly: warned, and their -
traps knocked down or sprung every time they' set
them, but they persisted in briﬁging their fate
upon themselves. The details of the murder are,
I believe, partially known, and several Indians are
still living who were implicated in the- killing, but
very little was done' by the authorities to inquire
into the matter. ' ‘

At the end of the long >portagc we crossed the
Deéase again. having cut off its big westerly bend,
and immediately dived into the woods on the other
side. and, crossing seven-or eight lakes that lie in a

" Tarrow . pass. between high mountains, reached the
' hérd~beaten track fro_mi the Lariding -to MacDameé's

‘Creek minine camp.” Another S miles took us. to
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the fort. The total distance by thg“winter road,
from the Lower Post to Sylvester's Landing, is
not more than 75 miles—a gfeat saving‘on,: the
circuitous course of 110 miles pur‘fiu;éd by the
Dease.

At the fort I found Simpson, who was just then

very keen on quartz ledges and mining generally.

He had come to the conclusion that the specimens '

of quartz I had.brought dowh from. Hyland River
were of great value, and, as there was little fur-
trading to be done at Sylvester's Landing just at

present, he proposed that we should go and stake

“off a claim according to the minjng regulations.

and take ‘posseAssion of a property that would
quickly make our,_; fortunes. It wzi_s Onl}"ISO
miles or so from where we were. The 'snow was
beginning to hardén,_ and the days were getting
long enough to enable us to make a good day's
journey ; so I at once agreed, and it was arranged
that I should go ahead -to the Lower Post. with
our heavily loaded sleighs. and Simpson should
join me there -in a few days, as he had some work
to finish before he could leave. Accordingly. the -
next day | went to'town ' as the mining camp
is called. to lay in my supplies. The winter road
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followed the valley of MacDame's Creek closely,
and was so hard from freffdent trail that we could
run on it without snoW—shogs. About 10 miles up

we came to China Bar, a collection of cabins oc-

cupied byo' the Chinamen who are still mining on

the creek. A little farther on is the “town,'—
mere log cabins, now deserted, but once the scene
of great actwity, and for a “brief period a really
paying camp. Now the -sole resident is Mr. Buck-
ley, an old’ timer, who keeps a store for the few

white men who are working some distance above.

Here I found I could get everything I.Wanted in

the way of provisions, and also, on payment of

" five dollars, obtained a mining license, setting forth

that I was a free miner of the.Cassiar district, and
giving me the right of ownership to any claim that
[ might consider it worth while to stak_é off in legal
manner. _ '

Thus provided, we set out with the sleighs, and

reached- the Lower Post without event a day or

two ahead of Simpson. It was now the beginning

of. March, and I saw that I must do something‘

‘towards getting my supplies up to Frances Lake
while I was away on the prospecting expedition,

or we might be overtaken by an early spring and
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delayed' by the breaking up of the ice. ‘Ac‘cord-
ingly, one of the half-breeds was despatched up.
the Liard with Beavertail Johnny and Secatz. tak-
ing all the available dogs to move the Toads by
slow stages up to the lake, and wherever possible
to provide against future emergency by killing
moose. [ was to start, hauling the canoe, as- soon .
as I returned from Hyland River, and expected
to overtake the advance party at Frances Lake.
The days .were long and the sun was getting
powerful when Simpson and 1 left the post accom-
panied by a half-breed and the Indian, Charley.
We struck out in a northerly direction, with the
‘intention of falling on the Hyland River some 30
milese'fr;on‘f its mouth, instead of making the long
detour by following the course of the stream. A
series of steep broken hills, covered with burnt
timber and the new growth of pine, made hard
travellmo at first, but about 3 miles out we reached
a chain of small lakes separated by short portages,

and, of gourse, were able to ‘make much better

" headway. Early on the second day we came to

- the bank of the river a couple of bends below the

first canion. Here we found the snow deep, and

the travelling became- slow again. We usually

-~
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campéd at midday, and .each man took his turn to
walk ahead as far as possible to make the road
for the following day. With further delays to hunt
meat whenever necessity arose, eight days were
occupied in reaching the upper cafion, where the
" ledge was situated ; and then we could not carry
.out our prospecting with any great accuracy, as
the snow covered the ground to the depth of 4
feet. The caiion looked very grand in its, winter
garb, but there was an ugly roar of bswirling water
under our feet as we carefully picked. our .way
round the steep bluffs, and the ice was dangerous
in places. A difficulty arose, too, in the scarcity
-of provisions, and we were down to starvation
point when Charlie killed a moose, and saved us
from beating a hasty retreat upon a supply of meat
we had left 50 miles down stream for our return
journey. Finally we succeeded in marking off our
claim, driving our stakes on what appeared to our
limited knowledge to be most likely ground, and
secured enough rock specimens to make an assay
from. | have since learnt that these specimens
proved to be fairly rich in silver and to contain
a little gold, but not enough to justify the heavy

expense of transporting mining machinery to such
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a distance from salt water. Several claims have

been taken up in the neighbourhood during the

past summer ; but there seems little chance of these

far - off ledges ever being worked to advantage,
unless some of them should prove to be fabu]o%r
rich as they are opened up.

Having accomplished our purpose, we lost no
time in making our.way back to the post, which
we reached early on the fourth day, as little snow

had fallen and the road was in good condition.

"The.sun was strong in the middle of the day, and

the snow began. to ball on our snow-shoes; so we

travelled early and late to take advantage of the

frost, and made long halts at noon.

At the Lower Post we found Reed, who had
been hunting. cariboo between Dease Lake- and
the Stikine, and had fully made up his mind to
spend the summer in Cassiar.‘ La Montagne was

not expected back for a fortnight: and, as he was

“to bring my letters frdm Victoria, I decided to take

. the canoe and the rest of my’summer supplies to

Frances Lake and then make a hurried trip back
to the post to meet him. thus making sure that

everything should be at the lake before the ice

broke up on the Liard and Frances, although this

R
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arrangement would give me an extra journey of

300 miles. The ice in the lake would continue

sound long after the river had broken up, while

there would probably be sufficient snow in the:

T em oa
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woods to enable us to use sleighs in crossing the
height of land between Frances Lake and the head
of the Pelly. o
On the 27th March I left the post with the
Indian, Charley, and one of the Manitoba half—breeds,
~ Alick Flett, who had been with us on the Hyland.
) , The canoe proved rather an awkward load for a
) dog-sleigh, especially on rough ice. Where the
travelling was good she rode fairly well; but when-
ever the sleigh ran a little off the track, the outside
runner buried itself in the soft snow, and a capsize’
was usually -the result. On the third day we
reached the mouth of the Frances, and foundrthat

all the cargo had been moved forward, and the

cache was filled Witbh the meaﬁ of two moose which
our hunters had killed close to the bank of the
river. This enabled us to push- on without the

delay necessary for hunting our own provisions;

and, as our advance party had been in luck with

the moose, we found meat in several of their camps

along the road.

&
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" The Frances, River is extremely crooked near
its junction with the Liard, but Secatz had made
portages wherever anything could be gained by
so doing. Unfortunately, with the Indian's pru-
dence, he had cut the road only wide enough to

let his own sleigh pass; and the extra width of

the canoe entailed a good deal of chopping among .

the pine trees. The banks, too, were almost pre-
~ cipitous, and great .care was necessary to prevent
the canoe taking charge in some of the steep hills
at the end of the portages'. B

Our general direction was. N.N.W., and the
appearance of the river banks, and in fact the
whole surrounding country, was so exactly like
the scenery of Hyland River that the half-breed
Alick recognised several places seen on the latter

stream, and came to the conclusion that we had

entered the Hyland by some other mouth. The

positions of the caflons, too, closely correspond,
and even the - False Cafion on the Frances is
faintly indicated by a small rEipid on the Hyland.
At the upper cahon, on each stream, the rivers
" make the same sharp bend to the eastward in
their descent, and offer the suggestion that the

eological obstructions to thelr easv courses are
g 24 )

s AN 3

-y

o e § N




‘-d‘ 120 THROUGH THE Sl_//)’z“ll\’CTlC FOREST

continued through the country between the two

streams.

Just above the first canon on the Frances, the

wide forest-covered plateaux begin to give way

=

to the mountain ranges, and here low rounded

Y
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hills with little timber show up on the east bank.

One of these hills, known to thé natives as ““ Chest,”

B SR

was once a sure find for big-horn, but a few years
ago, during a season of deep snow, they were
¢ “nearly all killed by a band of Pelly River Indians,
o who made themselves very unpopular with the
Liard tribes in consequence of this breach of the -
hunting laws, which require each hunter to keep
within his own territory. Any sheep that sur¥ived-
- the raid have since .avoided Chesi and séﬁg/ht
se"él';ribty in the higher ranges to the north.
We found an encampment of Indians 40 miles
_ up from the mouth of the river, and obtained from
-them a supply of moccasins and babiche that ‘we
were rather short of. They also gave us a general
T A ' descriptionéof the country, and the localities of the
g » game. Some- of the hunters had just returned
from an expedition,’to".the_;Simpso.n Mountains, lying -

at some distance to thé'_yves'tward of the Frances.

They pointed us out some round-topped mountains
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. where the cariboo were particularly numerous. The
best moose country, they told us, lies to the east-

ward of the False Cafion—a constriction of the

river without rapids, a few miles above their camp. -

From the False Cafion it is an Indian's *“not far "
to Hyland River, a large lake occupying >most of
the - space between the two streams. Slmpson_
Lake—s0 named by Campbell many years ago
-—is ‘drained by ‘the upper of two creeks coming
~in from the westward below the False Cafion,
‘but_does not nearly approach Frances Lake in
- size. Our informants also told us that we should
be wise to leave the éar;oe above the upper caiion,
as the head of the river is open in the spring long
before the ice has begun to move on the Liard
and Lower Frances If we had to return to the
trading post, we rmlg“ht afterwards find the canoe
most necessary f;'m}eachmg the lake. We ‘acted
on this advice, as the ice seemed already- a little
unsound in the Upper cafion, and with hghter loads
on the sleighs ‘we .caught up our‘advancelpérty
within a few miles of the lake, on the eighth
_day’s travel from the pbst

Secatz told us they had been having a good

-enough time of t, klllmo moose without much

s
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trouble; and lnaking double trips with the cargoes.
He had been making the road ahead that day,
but had not seen the lake, although from what
the Indians had told us it- could not be far away.
On the following morning we loaded everything
on the five sleighs and went to the end of the
road, within a couple of miles of the lake, as we
afterwards found out. Here we built a large cache,
-and, having stowed the whole cargo as securely
as possible, started to retrace our steps to the .
Lower Post. By steady wall\'ing' on a good track,
we covered the distance of 145 miles in four days,
the halts being enlivened by rather formidable
quarrels between the Indians and the half-breeds.
On the last night out I had great difficulty in
keeping the peace, and _possibly guns and axes
would. have been called into- play if we had had
much farther to go.

The importation of the Red River half- breeds has
caused a good deal of Jealousy among tl}.e.;Cassxar
Indians, and they. seldom ‘make a journey together
without more or less rows, arising Vusual_ly from very
trivial causes. The present generation of Indians
have seen plenty of rough fighting and brutality

among - the worst class of miners, and the half-
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breeds have never known anything much better,
so that a quarrel which starts with the I;iclzing»
of heads and biting of noses may easily lead to

a most disastrous finish.




CHAPTER VIII
START FOR THE PELLY RIVER

'La Montagne's arrivalr on 18th April.  The Liard chief’s theory of the Un-
known—Journey up Frances River—Frances Lake—The legemd of the
flying cariboo—Pelly Indians—Yus-ez-uh River—More stories of canni-
bals across the divide.

-La Mox~TaGNE had not yet returned from the coast,

"and as Smith—who was coming with me-—had
stii} charge of the post, I felt bound to wait as
long as I possibly could. Of course every day
would weaken the ice and lessen our chance of.
getting to the Pelly on the snow. We had not
long to wait, however. La Montagne turned up
within a. few days. of our arrival, and having an-
swered letters and settled all business, we made

a final start for the north on 18th April. My crew

now consisted of Smith, Archie and Alick Flett,

cousins, and Secatz, who was to come with us -as
interpfeter till we reached the Pelly. The other

Indians had all refused to go, but Secatz was willing
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to take thy risk of coming back alone in case he

should not fall in with any of his friendsho‘hl their
way in to the post to trade their winter's catch
of fur. Chatlie and Beavertail Johnny at the
last minute offered to come with us, but I had
now no use for their services, so they were obhged
to go to the wodds for a living till the summer,
when they expect d to get employment in the
traders’ boats. 1 h\a\e heard since .that they both
died during the followmfr winter. Charlie will be
very little loss, as he was acknowledged by whites -
and Indians alike to be utterly worthless;” but
Johnny was, next to Secatz, about the best of
the Liard Indians. , ‘

The two half-breeds wete willing enough fellows,
not over-burdened with 'sense, and absolutely use-
less as hunters, but alwaysﬁ cheery and ready to
do what they were told, which is really saying a
. good deal, as men of their class usually ‘have their

own ideas how everything should be done, and
A get sulky if they are not allowed their own u}ay.

By this time there was not much darkness, and
the night and early morning. while the frost lasted,
were the only times when travel was possible.

In the heat of the day the snow was melting rapidly
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and the dogs could make no headway with® the

sleighs.  We were more heavily loaded than we

ought to have been, considering that our summer's

supplies were already at Frances Lake; but, as
usual, there were many things forgotten till the last
moment, and many things that were afterwards

thfown away on account of their weight, which

~micht just as well have been left at the post.

_In the spring, just before the ice breaks up, is

the pleasantest time of all for travelling with dogs.

‘A sharp frost in the night makes a hard crust over

“which' the sleighs run without trouble, and a quick

step can be kept up with little exertion. When
the sun gets stfong in the morning, you can put
ashore and sleep through the heat of the day! un-
less provisions are low. in which case everybody
must turn out and hunt moose or small game. On
this occasion we had meat scattered -all along our

road, and beyond killing~a few rabbits when we

found them especially plentiful, we did no hunting

till we reached the lake.
The ice was weak enough by this time. The
old road had collapsed in many places. leaving

stretches of open water in its stead: and on 20th

April we saw the first signi of the wild-fowl re-
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turning, a single golden-eye swimming in one of

these pools. A few more days. brought the mallard,

. widgeon, and teal. but the geese and swans were

much later in arriving. The woods were full of
small spring birds, and hawks and owls were in
great abundance. _ A '

At the mouth of the Frances we met the Liard
Chief with his band of Tndians, and from them
secured éguide, who told us he knew the country
to.the north of Frances Lake perfectly, and would

show us a short route to the Pelly. He described

- this route so thoroughly that I thought he must

really know something about it, till we reached the
enci of Frances Lake, which we could. of course,
have found easily enough for ourselves. Here our
guide told us he had come to the end of ‘his country
and knew no more. A

The Liard Chief was full of anxiety for ,é‘ur
welfare, and advised us to turn back at once, or
we should surely come to an untimely end at the
hands of the savageés who inhabig-the "head-waters
of the Pelly. Such is the Indian’s nature ;k anything
he does not know and has not seen is bad. No

doubt, many years ago the Pellys and the Liards

.used to fight each other as frequently as did all the
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other nofthfigir)\,tribes. but.in these days th‘e‘ chance
méctings “getween the Indians from the different
_sides of the watershed afe extremely friendly. But
far up among the moun-tains, the chief told us, thefc
dwelt a band of cannibals, who would slay any
intruder into_théir country more cheerfully than
they would kill a moose. The foundation for this
Tumour seems to have been the disappearance of
a miner named Munro, who pushed out alone on a
prospecting trip towards the Pelly, and was no
more heard of. The Indians assume that he was
killed by a nomadic band of hunters, who have
sincé beén afraid to come into any of the widely
scattered Hudsan's Bay Posts, and do their trading
with the othe; Indians they ;nay encounter in their
wanderings. One of their favourite resorts is the
unknown land Qf.all horrors lying between the
sources of the Pelly and (M@ Hyland.

The rest of our journey wp the. Frances was

uneventful. The ice in the upper cafion was in a
dangerous condition, with a wild stream runrﬁﬁg
wherever open water was showing. Here we had

fo use the gtmost caution, testing every step with

an axe or pole. ~Spring ice lets a man through

very suddenly. without the moment's 4varning that
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“you get in the early winter; and once under the
ice in a canon of a swiftly flowing river you may as

well give up all hope at once. Above the cafon o

we picked up the canoe, and pushed on at our best -

pace, to reach the lake before the break-up of the

ice.

Early on the morning of the 24th of Aprik

came to the outlet of the lake, and made camp
‘ while we hauled up the rest of the load from the
cache. Two small hand-sleighs were built here, so
that we might move our cargo more rapidly over
. the smooth ice of the lake. Our supplies for the
summer now' consisted of 200 lbs. of flour, 70 Ibs.
of bacon, plenty of tea and tobacco, ammunition,
fish nets and blankets, and a few clothes, besides
picks and shovels, saws, ﬁails, and a little quick-
silver in case we should find ,any of the river bars
rich enough in goldxto pay us to work with sluice
boxes. We had really- a very fair supply of pro-

visions if we could kill meat and catch fish as we

wanted them, but of course the feeding of our five

sleigh-dogs would be a great source of trouble if the

game failed us. o
Frances Lake was discovered by Robert Camp-

bell in the summer of 1840, and named by him in
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honour of Lady Simpson, wife of the reigning
governor of the Hudson’s Bay Company. ‘He
established a post at the entrance to the east arm

of the lake, and then continued his voyage of

"discovery -to the banks of the Pelly, where, two

years later, the trading post known as Pelly Banks
was built.. i '

These forts were maintained for about ten years,
but the expense and risk of supplying them by the
dangerous Liard route was found to be too great,.
and they were finally abandoned, Fort Frances

being occupied till 1851. Since that time the lake

has been seldom visited, and has remained the

Ultima Thule of ‘the Cassiar miners, few of whom
have ever ventured so far; while the crossing to the

Pelly was untravelled by white men from Camp-

" bell’'s time till Dr. G. M. Dawson made his Ex-

ploratory Survey of the Upper Yukon district in
1887. | ' .

The lake should more propérly be called a group
of lakes, as the two arms, which run nearly parallel
to each other for 30 miles, are connected by a
narrow channel tflrough whichra-rstrong current
runs; and again, the upper end of the. west arm,
a sheet of water forming a basin 5 orl' 6 miles
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long, is only reached after passing up a narrow
stream a mile in length. The Too-Tsho range of
mountains, on the east side of the lake, are rough
and broken in the extreme, the Simpson Mountains,
to the westward, being more roun'ded, of less elevas,
tion, and altogether more inviting. The long pro-
montory between the two arms is occupxed by
another high range, with one very conspicuous peak
knewn as Simpson’s Tower. The benches which
rise from the lake are more thickly wooded than
the country we had passed through in ascending
the Frances, but in many places the timber has
been burnt. Several small stream‘s cut throuoh
these benches, and form pretty gravelly points,
usually covered with cottonwood and small birch,
where they enter the lake. On one of these points,
a few miles from the outlet, a man, if he camps
quite aloﬁe on ahy summer’s’ night, may, according -
to the Indidns’ story, interview the Flying Cariboo, =
who is sure to perch ‘on a particular dead spruce
leaning over the lake. If you treat it kindly, it will. -
occupy its time till sunrise in telling you stories of
the old days; but if you are rash enough to shoot
at it, it will make things very unpleasant for vou.

Our Indian guide told us’'a long yarn explaining
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how it was that this cariboo was gifted w1th wings,

but Secatz, with the superior knowledge of a man
who has lived with the miners and tasted whisky,

_sa‘i_d.it was all nonsense, and would not translate it
into the Chinook jargon for our benefit.

The ice on the lake was as yet perfectly sound,
except at its outlet and at the mouths of the entering
streams,' where large stretches of open water were
visible. As fresh provisions were rather scarce at
this time, we set our nets in some of these placcs
but could catch no fish, although th_e lake is known
‘to contain whitefish, trout, and suékers in fair
quantities. But in evervy lake the fishing grounds
vary with the seasons, and . stranger may be a
long time in hitting off the ‘rightp’lacéﬁin which to
set his net. An abpéai to the guide produced the in-
v formation that he had once caught a good many fish-
in the summer time in another lake that lay among
the Too Tsho Mountains to the eastward but he
had no suogestlon to offer with reOfard to Frances
Lake as a fishing ground m‘the spring. The
moose, too, were unapproachable just when. we
wanted them, and-the cariboo were too far'ba.ck
from the lake to attempt to haul a load of meat

tothe\camp. Even the rabbits and grouse had
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deserted us, and the wild-fowl had not yet arrived
in sufficilent numbers to ensure a day's rations.
So we had to feed the dogs on bacon and flour
that would have been very useful later in the
summer, and push-on in the hope of killing gam;:
at any tin;é. v A

" About 25 .miles- up the west arm, through
which our course lay, the Finlayson River eaters
from the west side, but being pressed for time,
we passed wide of its mouth, and did not put
ashore till we reached the upper end of the lake.
The Finlayson was Campbell's route -to the
Pélly, and Dr. Dawson made his 'portége by
following the same stream ; but I hope to discover
a shorter portage by continuing up the river that
enters at the head of the west arm, thus gaining the’
advantage of falling on the Pelly ‘at a much higher
point than that reacheﬂkf);;\‘the old portage, and
having at the same time - a totally unexplored
country to travel through.  There is _alway's a
“special interest in going over ground which s
absolutely new, although in Western Canada you
know pretty well that it will be merely a repetition
of forest, river, and lake, with high mountains in the

background, the same old scenery which may be
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admired as well from the windows of a Pullman car
as from the lonely hunting camp on the edge of
the Arctic Circle. . There is always a vague hope
that you may come acrqs-é a new kind of animal
inhabiting- a limited "area of the vast“ wilderness,
or see the dull glow of a monster nugget shining
up through the waters of ‘a creek which lies beyond
the utmost limit of the miner’s. wanderings. That .
gold exists in the unexplored country to the west-
ward of the northern Rockies can hardly be doubted.
Some of the bars on the Porcupine and Liard
Rivers, the northern and southern boundaries bf this
district, have already proved rich in gold, and the

eastern tributaries of the Yukon, all, presumably,

- heading in the same range of mountains, show fair

results as far as they have been prospected. Theétre
is plenty of ground left for the keen explorer, and a
chance of his meeting with a fair reward for his
labour. .

" In the short stretch of runfning water which has
been mentioned before as leading to the extremity
of the west arm of Frances Léke, the ice had all
disappeared, but the banks were only lightly
covered with willow bushes, and a little chopping

enabled us to get the sleighs through without
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trouble, Here we found more wild-fowl than we
had yet ‘seen, and killed a few widgeon. teal, and
golden-eyes, When we gained the solid ice, and
looked over the 6 miles that yet- remained to be
crossed, we saw a column of. smoke rising over the
spruce trees, right in-pur‘course, but apparently
some distance back from the Iake "shore. On

reaching ‘the mouth of the Yus-ez-uh, which enters

the north end of the west arm, we were obliged

to camp, as the sun was high-and the snow melting
quickly. Towards évening I sent the two Indians
ahead to inx:estfgate the cause of the smoke, and
try to trade some meat from the encampment

they were sure to find. .They returned during the

night, having met a band.of Pelly Indians, who '

were trapping beaver along the Yus-ez-uh, but they
. were short of meat themselves and very little in-
clined to part with any.

The next ‘day I sent the men back to fetch
up part of the cargo that we had left half-way
down the lake, and went ahead with S‘ecatz, keeping
one sleigh to haul up the loads to the Indian camp.
The Yus-ez-uh was open in many places,’,and
we had to make several po;tagés entailing much

chopping before we reached the camp. Here we
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found two families, who had left the main band
of the Pellys in the autumn and had passed the
winter between the Frances and Pelly “Lakes.
a much finer lot of Indians than any we saw
through the Cassiar country, and evidently unspoilt
by association with the whites. They were clothed
almost cntircly'in‘ skin 'garments of their own
manufacture, and wore altogether a healthier and
more genuine-looking outfit ‘than the Cascas and
Liards. None of them were able to speak Chinook.
but Secatz could understand them well enough,
though he told me there was a marked difference
between their language and his own. One of
the women wore a large brass ring through her

nose

a custom that is rarely” practised among
interior- tribes. It turned out that she had never
seen a whitc man before, as these Indians seldom -
go into any of the trading posts, and, when they
are forced ‘to do so, gencrally send two of the
best travellers ahead with the fur, while the rest
of the band remain in the woods, at a long distance
from the post, until their return. ‘ .

A moose had been killed the day before our”
arrival, so we were able to get a little more meat.

. -though—as usual—we had to pay for it with the
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things we could least afford to do without. But,
after all, the savage has reason on his side when
he says, that what is most necessary for the white
man is very good for the Indian. A black bear
hlad als}o been - seen, but after a long chase with
dogs had escaped in_ the soft snow. It struck
me that the first of May was an early -date for
bears to be out of their winter quarters-in such a
latitude, but the Indians told me they always see
thém here when the ice in the Yus-ez-uh begins.
to bre'ak"up. The beaver-trapping was going
on successfully, and several were brought in
during the two or three days that we ca_rpi:»ed
with the Indians. Here we heard an improved
version of the story about the cannibals a.cross"
the divide. ‘T_hey had been on the . warpath
during the last autumn, and had killed a party
of white prospectors' far down the Pelly, leaving
their bodies stacked up on a gra{'elbb‘ar as a

warning to all intruders. - As soon as the lakes

- were open, they intended to bring their canoes’

across the portage and make a raid on all the

white ‘'men and Indians whom they met on the

"Liard and Dease. and had even hopes of plundering

the Hudson's Bay Post at Svlvester's Landing.
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We had better turn back at once, as we were
sure to meet them at the Pelly Lakes, and should
have no chance against them. As for trying to

-reach the source of the Pelly no sane men would

attempt such a thing, for even if we were lucky

enough to miss .the cannibals, the devils in the
black cafions among .the mountains would quickly
put an end to our expedition. However, if we
were rea'l.l'yv determined to go, the Chief of the
Indians said he would send a guide with us to
" show us the main Pelly Lake, but that he should
give him strict orders to return at once from there.

The Yus-ez-uh is a fair-sized stream, and, as

far as we could judge, easily navigable for a shallow .

draught boat, with little current at this time of
Ayeax“; winding backwards and forwards across a
valley a mile and a half in width, bounded by
low round hills which are backed at a considerable
distance by mountains, increasing in height and
ruggedness as the stream is followed to the north-
ward. The valley itself is a spruce-covered swamp,

abounding in small lakes and beaver dams.
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"CHAPTER IX

PTARMIGAN CREEK

The thm'&'--—Grcescmangj beaver-—Macphersonr Lake—The divide —Pelly Lake—
- . . .
Wild-fowl-—A good place for winter quarters-——Running the canoe down

Prarmigan Creck.

As soon as all the cargo was up, we pushed on

again, taking an Indian named Narchilla as guide.

Our first guide, who had joined us at the mouth

of the Frances, continued with us, as, aIthougH“"

he admitted frankly that he knew nothing of the-

country, he was useful for hauling a hand-sleigh,
and would be a ;:onjpanion for Secatz in his journey
back to the Liard Post.  We found the travelling
difficult énou_gh‘after leaving the Indians’ encamp-
ment, as the hours of frost were rapidly getting
shorter and the ice was becoming more rotten
each day. Men Aa‘nd sleighs  were éontinually

breaking through. to the great detriment of our

‘tea and other perishable articles. but the weather
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was warm and. wood plentiful, so the men
were nothing the worse for an occasional mishap.
The snow was going off quickly, and it seemed
doubtful whether there would be enough left on the
‘portage to take us across the divide. We could
only make 7 or 8 miles a day at our best speed,
and after three days’ struggling up the river, we
were stopped abéut 20 miles from the mouth -By"
a- continuous stretch of open water. Here we put
ashore - to patch up the canoe, which had opened
out in the seams during the long jdurney on the
slexgh but a little caulking with oakum and pitch,
and a rough coat of paint, made her as tlght as
“ever in a-couple of days. We then loaded her up,
“and, sending the dogs overland with the empty
sleighs, paddled 3 miles i{p\itream‘ to a small lake
that lay in the course of the river, from which
point we were to begin the portage towards the
Pelly. - |
‘ During this time, although the travelling had
been, hard, we fared much better in the matter of
provisions, as the geese Wjére turning up in some |
numbers. Beaver, too, were remarkablyh.;plentlful,
‘more so'than [ ever remember seeing them in any

part of Canada. You may find a country where
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there is every sign of beaver, where they have
chopped down numbers of big trees, and the size of
~ their dams shows that there must be plenty of
workers, but they are seldom visible. But at the
head of the Yus-ez-uh, on any fine evening, we
could paddle along quietly in the canoe, and: get
two or three shots at them sitting motionless on

the ice that still clung to the banks. Their . fur

and meat are at their best, too, in the spring, and,

when Secatz killed a large bull moose: close to the

edge. of the little lake, and many fat geese were

b_rought into the camp, there was a time of plenty

and general contentment for men and dogs. Our
failure to kill moose for such a length of time had
seriously.crippled us in the matter of provisions,
and thé last two weeks had played havoc with our
. flour and bacon. -

At this camp the first rain of -the year fell on
gfﬁA‘I\Iay, a'heavy storm lasting all night, and
-Aw"’és‘hing away most of the snow. A sharp frost
-set in, however, as soon as the rain ceased, and
formed a good crust. which helped us greatly
ddring the next few days.

As we stopped for a day at the lake, while the

Indians were making the road on the first part
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of the portage, I made a short ékl)editig\rl to try

if I could find Macpherson Lake, which was known-

to lie at the head of the Yus-ez-uh, and after

walking 5 miles, sometimes on the bank, some-
times on the ice. and sometimes up the bed of
the stream—which here becomes shallow and easily
waded in many places—I had the satisfaction of
reaching the lake.

who visited it some years ago, to be 10 miles in

length, but I could get no view of the f;r end, -

as the lake bends to the north’—eastward about
.4 miles from the outlet, and the ice was so
deeply submerged by the melting snow that I
could not wade out far énou'gh to see round the
intervening point. The lake is characterised by
thet"§ame terrace-like formation of the forested-

plateau which distinguishes Frances Lake: but the

high mountains approach much more closely to the

water, and, as seen from a distance‘, the valley at
the head of the lake seems to be little more than
a narrow gorge between rough peaks of great
elevation.
water close to-the outlet, and here wild-fowl were
in great abundance—mallard, widgeon, pintail, teal.

and, golden-eyes being the most plentiful varieties.

It is said by Henry I‘hxbertﬁ

There was a large patch of open
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[ saw several otters, too, and they must be in-

creasing ‘in number rapidly in this part of the

‘country, as very few of the Indians will touch

them, although their skins f,et?h‘” a good price fram
the fur-traders. A -curious superstition prevails that
if you kill an otter it is capable of causing much
trouble by coming to life again in your stomach.
Only three winters ago a Frances Lake Woman
lay at death’s door with this malady, but she was
saved. by the mtimely arrival of the only medicine

man left in the tribe. He seems to have diag-

nosed the case correctly at once, and holding a-

sheep's horn spoon to the patient’s mouth, he

proceeded to repeat ag}png—‘i‘ncantatiom?suitable
to the occasion. As soon as he had finished, to
the great jo'y. of all the relations who had,ieg'athered
to see the death, three little otters dropped out
into the spoon. The old lady recovered rapidly,
and afterwards confessed to héwirig stolen and
eaten an otter that she had found in somebody
else’s be:\‘verr trap during a long period of starva-
tion in the early summer. '

A large tributary joins the Yus-ez-uh from the
westward just below the lake, and at its head a

lake, Ustus-a-tsho, is marked on Dr. Dawson’s
o L ‘

N
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map in dotted lines, from Indian report furnished

him by Thibert; but although we followeW

stream in the course of our pod"fa“e to its very
source, we found no lake, and pur guxde Narchllla
knew nothing of any sheet/of water bearmg that
name. There are two large streams entering the
Yus-éz-uh from the same side, at some distance
lower down, one within a few miles of its"nxouf‘h,
and it is quite likely that the lake in question
is situated on one of these tributaries.

Our rate of travelling when we struck  into

the woods on the portage was still slow, as we

had to make double trips with the loads, which

had till Iate\]ky\peen much lighter from the pressure
of hard ti;rleé; _but were now increased by the
weight‘»of the moose meat. Our guide followed
the south bank of the stream that I have men-
tioned as ﬂowing\towards Macpherson Lake,

Ehrough a rolling country timbered with a thick

- growth of spruce that Had been burnt before it

- had attained any great size. The actual valley

of the creek—which. we cadlled \\Narchilla Creek

for want of a better name—is e\\tremelv rough

following closely the base of a hxgh broken range

of mountains, which appear‘ to be a western

\

S
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PTARMIGAN CREEK Ty

_our prlot contain no game of any Lmd .The

kqouthern side of the pass, which heére lies nearTy
gast‘ and west, presents a much more pleasing
appearan,ce The undulating plateau is clothed
with “scattered bunches of spruce and black pine,

and rises gently to the summits of grassy, bare-

topped mountains, already clear of snow in

patches.

About 18 miles from the little lake we reached
a large swamp, which forms the watershéd of
the streams that find their way to the mouth of
the Mackenzie by the Frances and Liard, and
those that reach the Behring Sea at the mouth of
the Yukon.* At the far end of the swamp the water
was running to the westward, and after passing
through two small lakes, and being increased by the
junction of two or three little stréams, hadr developed
into a good-sized creek, within -6 miles of :the

summit. We named it Ptarmigan Creek, from the

" number of these birds that we found in the swamp

at its head. The pass here turns more to the

northward and continues in that direction for

16 miles by our reckoning. to the shore of the

Pelly Lake. The mountains on each side become

o
M)
i
+
‘Yv_
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less eonnected, with many wide passes fhrough’ which
small streams drain into Ptarmigan Crecek. ’

But although the distance was short, we failed in
our attcmpf to get the sleichs through to the lake,
as on the far sid'f; of the divide we found the snow
had =almost Cntirély disappeared.  Large grassy
swamps covered with willow brush took the place
of the heavy spruce growth, and in these swam}ps

the sun"had been able to cxert its full power on the

- snow, and the ground was bare.” The consequence

was that we had to camp on the bank of Ptarmigan
Creek, within about”™ 5. miles of the lake in a
straight line, to await the breaking up of the ice,
when we hoped to run down with the canoe to the
lake if the creek should prove navigable. .

And here our three Indians turned back, Narchilla
having approached near enough the haunts of the
bad men. Secatz, too, who had really done very
well in coming’ so far into a strange country, was
much impressed with his danger, and made a final
appeal to me to abandon the expedition, but. finding
it of no avail, cautioned us to be on our cuard with
any Indians we might meet, and taking with him as
much ammunition and. tobacco. as we would give

him. started back for the camp on the Yus-ez-uh.

Lo
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where he hoped to be able to borrow a canoe to run
down the Frances and Liard to the Lower Post.
They all reached their destinations in safety. and
thoroughly alarmed "their friends with the story of
the intended raid that was to be made on them by
the Pellys in the summer.

On 16th May, after Stowing our cargo on a high
scaffold above the reach of the wolverines and of the

floods that usually follow the first movement of the

ice, we started on foot for the lake. each man arid'!

dog carrying a light load. Snow-shoes were thrown

" away here, as the ground was bare in most places,

and the snow that remained in the drifts was too

soft to be of any service. We found no signs of a

trail, although Narchilla had told us that there was
a well-marked path used by the Indians in summer,
so we forced our way thr’b’ﬁgh the willow scrub, and
waded swamps and small creeks, till at last we
reached the smooth gravelly beach on the south

shore of the main Pellv Lake and made camp at

“the mouth of Ptarmiga'ri' Creek. Our first move. as

usual, was to try what means of subsistence the lake
was likely to afford. and we went to work at once to
build a raft from which to set a net in the open water

at the mouth of the creek. The ice was already

R S,
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showing signs of breaking up. and a narrow channel
had formed&all round the weather shore of the lake,
while the deep water ice, though still strong enough
to travel on, was honeycombgd withi small holes, and
the whole mass moved with every shift of wind."
Subsequent exploration proved that the main
Pelly Lake is a cféécentéshapecl sheet of water
some 8 miles in length; and perhaps 2 in width,
lying in a general north-east and south-west
direction. The east end of the lake ié"bordered by
low conical hills alternating with swamps, the whole

country being covered with a light growth of spruce,

tamarac, and willow, nowhere of ‘sufficient density
to be an impediment to travel. At the west end, a
high range of. grassy mountains rises nearly straight
from the shore of the south side, and immediately
opposite stands a single rocky pinnacle. forming a
consp‘icuous landmark for any one a{nprbaching the’
lake from below by way of the Pelly. which eaters
3é\1t the extreme east end and finds its outlet at the
l?}wextremé west end of the lake. Of the other entering
streams Ptarmigan Creck is by far the larges]. none
of the others being of any importance, although -
swollen by melting snow to .their utmost capacity

at the time of our visit. The mouths of these
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incoming creeks are all marked by the same gravelly
points that are so noticeable on. Frances Lake,
affording excellent landing-places for any canoc that
has to put ashore through stress of weather.

As soon as thie net was in the water I set off
across the ice to explore the mouth of the Upper
Pelly, which lay about a mllev away from the camp,
and was disappointed to ﬁnd it a much smaller
stream than it was supposed to be from the account

~of it given to Campbell’ by Indians at the time of the
existence of the Pelly Binks Post.: It was wide
enough, and apparently deep near its mouth. but there -
JA?'** " was no current perceptible, and its valley, which was
4 here a“couple of miles in width, contracted rapidly
and appeared to be little better than a h:}rrox\' cafion
-at a distance of 10 miles up-stream. The swamps
“and small lakes that lay near the mouth of the river
were occupied as a breeding-oround by an abundance
of wild-fowl. ‘Gcesg mallard, widgeon, teal, pintail,
scaups. golden-eyes, long-tailed and harlequin ducks,
scoters. great wathern, black and-red throated divers,
gulls, and terns, were all in plenty, with a few swans
and many other varietics in less numbers.  The
common snipe of America (Scopolax 1 Vlsonti)

was drumming overhead,” and sandpipers  and
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phalaropes kcpt) up a continual screaming in the
marches. ,

The fishing ground at Ptarmigan Creek turned
out to be no good. but fortunately we discovered
two small dug-out canoes at an old Indian camp near
the head of the lake, and, as there was enough open
water round the edge of the ice for a canoe to pass,
we shifted camp to the mouth of the Pelly, to be
nearer the goose hunting-ground in case the fishing
proved a'total failure. This seemed likely enough
to happen, as we caught almost nothing till, on the
fourth day of our stay at the lake, after shifting
the nets half a dozen times, we hit upon a paying
spot at the mouth of a large slough, a couple of

miles up the Pelly. Here we caught a dozen white-

fish and suckers before we had done setting the
‘net, and afterwards had no difficulty in keeping up

‘the fish supply, which was varied by a few jack and

occasionally a large trout. Wé at once built a
drying stage. on which to smoke any fish that we
could not eat, with the aid of the dogs, so as to have

a stock in hand to f'xl]~ back upon if any scarcity

of p:onslons should arise during the journey we.

intended to make to the source of the river.

The Pelly Lake would be a remarkablyAgood’
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point at which to winter for anybody who had
reason for so doing.  Besides the fish I have
mentioned, the salmon run up to the lake in great
numbers in the autumn, and. though’ they must-be
in poor condition after their journey of over 2000
" miles from the Behring Sea, they would be useful
enough for dog-feed. Then, a little to the west-
ward, there is a good cariboo mountain, and the
moose are everywhere, so there should be little risk
of starvation if the wintering party were properly .
equipped with fishing gear and ammunition. o

When we thought the ice had broken up in
~ Ptarmigan Creek. ] went back with Smith and Alick
to the place where we had cached the canoe, ‘leaving
Archie to go on with the fish-drying and look after
the dogs while we were away. A day was spedy in
_pitching the canoe and dividing up the cargo, as the
wild appearance of the creek made it too risky to
hazard the whole load.  On 21st May, late in the
afiternoon, we started to run down to the lake, with-
out any knowledge of the stream we were goir;g to
navigate. \We had made some ineffectual attempts
to examine its course from the banks at dx‘rent
times. but the timber was so thick close to the water

that we could see very little. \We knew, however,




156 : Tfl/x’OUC)i THE SURARCTIC FOREST

that there were some_rapids to be run, as we could

hear their foar in gthe dlstance wBﬂe we were -

walking to and from the lake.

The creek was much swollen by the melting

snow, and a strong current swept us round the first
few stretches of c:asy water in safety, but below this

‘the reaches were so short that we could never see

any distance ahead, and we had to use every pre-

caution to keep clear of drift piles and the .over-

hanging ice which still lined the banks in several.

places. The current always seemed to set right

on to these spots, where, besides the probability =

of the canoe being capsized if she ran under the

hanging mass, there was always a chance of the

~ice falling on our heads and bringing us to utter

_grief.' Sometimes a log had fallen across the

stream, and a delay was caused by chopping out
a channel. ~ Only once we had to portage—over

a drift pile which completely choked the creek

for a distance of-300 yards. Below this, the rapids — -

began, none of them very formidable, but with

scattered boulders lying right across the stream,

_which kept winding backwards and forwards from .

one side of the’valley to the other, and only

getting a mile ahead after running three or. four
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times that distance’ out of its course. At several
corners we used a line, and dropped the canoe down
carefully. At others, we turned her head up stream,
and, keeping good steerage way with the paddles
dodged down stern first among the rocks and snags.
We camped before reaching the lake, as a SnoW-
storm increased the little darkness after sunset, dnd
it was hard enough to keep clear of the various
obstructlons even in good daylmht The next
mornmg brought a repetition of sudden alarms and

narrow shaves, but at eight o'clock we ran the last

,’xapmnd—shee—et}&mfe -the. qulet water of the lake

without even a scratch on the “canoe. During the
whole of the long )ourney we made in the summer

with this canoe, although we ran some big rapids,

and had to face some bad weathet on the Lower

Yukon, and afterwards on the Behrinty Sea, we

P s e

never encountered a stretch of Water that tested

our capabilities as canoe men so much as the first

short run of fifteen or twenty miles down the

Ptarmigan Creek

i’
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CHAPTER X

EXPEDETION TOWARDS SOURCE OF PELLY RIVER

Disease among the rabbits—Swallows’ nests—Drying fish —Upper I‘cliy Lake
—Gult dlake—Ptarmigans nesting and signs of summer —Accident to rifle

—A bad miss—Dogs go astray : their instinct.

‘ATt the fish camp Archie had been doing pretty
well with the nets, and thinking we “had enough
fish to start with_, we set %Gt on the .fo]lpwi;né day
" to examine the source of the Pelly, taking with us,
in addition. to our own canoe, onezof‘ the little dug-
outs that we took the. liberty of borrowing from Fhé

old Indfan camp.” She was exceedingly useful as a

hunting canoe, as I could paddle or polié y})er up

stream quickly and quietly while. the men were

bringing up the big canoe with more difficulty ‘and
more noise, owing to her greater d'raugh‘t' of water
when loaded. [ had thus many ;good opportunities
for sneaking up on the geese. which at this time
formed our principal food-supply. They were all

r
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~the big Canada geese;
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not “in the great numbers
that we afterwards saw on the tundra, near the
mouth of the Yukon, but enough always to provide

us with a living. There were more rabbits too

than we had seen for a long time, but they had

turned brown and were not in such good condition '

as they had been before the snow went off. Many

of them too were covered externally and internally

"with the ulcers which form the first stage of the

peculiar disease which, at regularly recurring periods,
exterminates nearly every rabbit in' the country:..

By th{s time spring had fairly set in, the buds
were breaking on the w1110w bushes, and a few

ﬂowers were in bloom on thé river banks. The

first doosc's nest was found on 24th May, and the.

eggs promptly devoured.
For about 15 miles the river wound leisurely
in and out through the sw amps but then the valley

contracted suddenly, the bdan chamc hlgh and

(rraw:llv and the current mu;ch increased in force,

with frequent little raplds An ev ening’s prospect-

ing on a gray el bar produced a few colours of gold,

P
“but thcre was no mdxcatlon that any of thc bars -

would pay to work. Twenty-five miles up from

the lake, following the course of the river. but

g
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l)robdbly not more than 1mlf thdt distance in a
straight line, we reached what was evidently the
head of navigation. The stream here makes a
sharp bend to the eastward, and enters a- caiion

that forbids the passage of a canée. On the

south side of the river a colony of swallows-had

taken possession of a bluff. their nests form_'uq_r{ a

very curious sight. A description of these swallow

(Petrochelidon I rr/zom)m) is to be found in \Iessrs_

Sharpe and W y.ms interesting monorfmph

swallows. On the Lower Yukon, where.cwnhsanon
has advanced, these birds are very quick to hc'ccl’)t
the hospitality offered them, and” have entggely
deserted their inconvenient nesting-places on the
river bluffs. for the shelter of the eaves of the
miners’ cabins. T walked ahead to inspect  the
river, crossing a range of low conical hills, and
thus cﬁttiug across the bend came out on the
bank above the cafion? DBut here the volume of
.
water was so small, and the rapids so frequent,
that /1t did not seem worth. while to attempt to
forcL our ‘way up with the canoe any further. I,
dx;cow,retl ho“exer, a small lake lying in the
cour;\c\ of ih} stream, and the idea at once sug-

m:stcd 1tse]f that, 1f ‘we could catch ﬁsh in this lake,

P
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it would be a good place for present headquarters,
and afford an excellent starting-point for a.j()urncy
on foot to the head of the river. I had a shot at a
mooseton the edge of the lake, but he got away

from me and we did not find his carcass until

several days afterwards, when, of course, the meat

was spoilt except for dog food.

Leaving the big canoe and everything not
absolutely necessary at the foot of the cafion, Alick
“and I packed the dogs with as much as they could
carry,-z{nd went overland to the like, to wait the
‘arrival of Smith and Archie, who undertoo}( to
carry the little dug-out across the cafion. and bring
~her up to the lake by-water. This they found

harder work than they expected, and Archie. who

was always a little timid in strong watcr, had some:

bad frigh'ts as Smith made him gét into the canoe
and steer her through the rapids wherever it was
possible to use a tracking line. It scems that they
had some \:’f;r}' narrow shaves, and two days were
occupied in making the journey, but the labour was
not wasted. as the dug-out proved ir}/valuabfc for
tending the nets and hunting ducks during our stay
at the lake.

This sheet of water is probably the one marked

it ety g
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~on some- . of the maps, from Indlan report as the -
‘?"upper of the two ‘Pelly Lakes, but it is of such .

i 2 Momes ot
e s, o St

L

insignificant size that the Indians Would have been

hardly likely to  make mentlon of it, unless it had

U L
P
e

. the reputatxon of bemg a good ﬁshmg ground .

which we certamly found it tobe. Itisa curLously """ -

- T shaped little lake, cons:stmg of two round basins,

. each half a mile in length, connected by 2’ narrow,
, o .canal-like passage about the same length. The

river does not pass Cchrough ‘the lake, but just

touiches the north side of the western basm ‘and

PP I

leaves it 1mmed1ately The shores are everywhere ‘:
,2 f _ swampy, but rise at once into low 1rregular hills’
Q ‘ 7 . covered w1th w:llow scrub, -which here seems to .
54 “have entirely ta_keu the place of the spruce tlmber. _
g ‘ When the nets were set, and the,piI»e of fish on -
; ‘the drying stages was ‘incr‘e'asing: “rapidly, I d1d c
: S a litde exploration of the surroupding ‘country.
g o About 5 miles ‘to the eastward I found that
u"ﬂ : the river came through anothen_htﬂe lake, and v

'afterwards turned: to- the south-east Leavmg the
DU ' main stream, I followed up a small trlbutary, coming
. in through a wide pass from the north, and soonv L
~crossed a swampy le.lde, on the far 31de of which

was a’ creek,v running to the north. ‘Another

@
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5 'miIes brdug’ht me to a lake about 4 xhiles in
S Iength whlch I ca]led Gull Lake, from the numbers -
‘of black - headed gulls that had selected it for a

“breeding- gfound I camped ‘for the night at the.

- end of thls lake, levying trlbute on the-gulls’ nests )
for supper and breakfast, and intended to follow{
down a good-sized creek that was flowing through‘
a broad valley towards the riorth, but ‘in the morn-

ing' it was alternately rammg and snowmg, so- hard

- that I turned back for the fish lake. 1 was - sorry
‘ afterwards that I did not go on a few miles. farther :
- At the time, I thought the ¢reek would most prob-

- ably bend to the westward and join'a trxbutary of

the Pelly, the mouth of which we had nOtICCd just.

" below- the cafion, although the volume of water
leaving the lake seemed rather too great to be

accounted for in ' this - manner. Judging by the . V

- light of our later discovery (made after we had

‘ passed through the Pelly Lakes on our down-stream
| journey) of a large river headmg to the north- east~'

~ward—and really entitled to be called the main o
stream of the Pelly——I have little doubt “that if 1

',had followed down ~the creek draining Gull Lake :

R should have reached the bank of this river at a_

. point perhaps 50 mlles farther up stream than its

<
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Junctlon w1th ‘the river runmng through the Pelly‘ -
Lakes - The ram poured down in torrents for a
' couple of days, accompamed by. thunder and light-
‘ning, mterfermg with our fish-drying opérations,

and preventing our start for the head of t_:he river,

but on s5th' June we were able to break camp, and

,started with.“heavy loads- for men and dogs in a

south- easterly d1rect10n, reachmg the bank of ‘the

river again after a straight cut. of five or six miles. .

- The thick willow 'scrub, with which_ ‘the country

is covered, interfered greatly with the rate of travel,

. making éspecially hard work for the dogs to get
their bulky side-packs between the bushes. They:

required constant watching, too, as they soon dis-
covered that the easiest method of hghtenmg their

AIoads ‘was to. devour the dried fish they were carry- - -

ing, and we sometlmes found all the dogs playmg

“havoc with a pack that had shpped off in forcmg
through the bushes.

The river had now become very narrow, and was |

_httle better than- a. successmn of raplds, qu1te unfit

for nav1gatlon by even a small canoe. The valley,

' running south-east by south, is here about two miles
- in wxdth bounded by detached mountains, separated

by broad passes, ‘and mcreasmg in height towards
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the head of the valley, which contmues in the same
- direction, although the rxver makes a sharp bend to
the eastward about 20 mlles in. a “straight lme'--,a
'\'from our ﬁsh lake, and: then heads back, .with "a ,
sharp rise, to the north, wmdmg from side to side of
‘a swampy gorge less than a mile in width. At the

head of this. cul- de sac, three torrents of meltmg

“snow collect their waters and form what- ‘we sup-

posed at the time to be the source of the Pelly.

This was rather a disap‘pdinting finish to our exi)edi- o
‘tlon, as we had expected to ‘find the Pelly a larger »
“stream heading in a' more northerly dlrecnon and.
had even some hopes of crossing the divide at its
head and making an atter'nli)t‘ to reach the Mac-
' kenzie by some stream flowing to ‘the' eastward 7
_ But the distance we had come by the river we
had followed was so short and in such an unsatls—b
factory direction, that, we could not yet be very far

away from Macpherson Lake,.and if we crossed

. the range. of mountains ahead of us, we should only

find the water drammg into Hyland River. at ‘the -

T best and more prorbably into the Frances We

k camped at the ‘head of the gorge in a patch of
~ dwarf spruce, ‘where ‘ptarmigan were in. great num-

bers and afforded us an easy way of makmg a
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lnhng Our fish supply was nearly at an end as
We had been several days on the way, and a good‘—‘ |
.”many of the fish were lost or eaten -by the dogs.
" Alick-had missed the only moose\that had been

»seen, although there were a good many tracks ; ‘but
- we did vex:y lxttle huntmg, as a moose 1s almost too
big to-handle when travelllng on foot——-elther most_-
. of: the meat is wasted, or a delay is Qaused by
camping close to the carcass - untxl it" is’ ﬁmshed SO’
it’is’ really better to kill small game as required. for_' ’
- ‘the days rations. The ﬁrst ptarmlgans nest,
o contammg five fresh eggs, wamon 1oth June,

j close to’ the camp ; in fact there Were nests aIl round .

. ‘us, these bll‘dS seemmg almost gregarlous m thelrl\l

breedlng hablts at -this. part1cular Spot.. It ‘was a_
place very su1table for their purpose, a steep side
hill exposed to the full power of the" sun, covered
with a thick, low growth of wrllow and stunted
spruce, the latter spreading out into a dense tralllng
'bush thhln a- couple of feet of the ground. “The
'b1rds were, of course, in full summer plumage look—’ '
ing thelr very best, and 1t seemed a great plty to -
'A.have to klll any of them They had no fear of us,”
and as .soon as ‘we turned -into our blankets they |
pltched on the llttle bushes all rouxxd the camp and
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.. discussed the strange invasion: thh evxdent dxs-

. Y

~approval. The long laughmg chuckle of the cock
._ptarmlgan———a very different note to hxs poor. httle _' -
' wmter gurgle—1s as suggestlve of ‘the: commg of
- summer in, the Canadian’ North as the- cry of the '
S cuckoo in an Enghsh copse It may be heard in »
the ﬁrst warm days of; May, andﬂl‘speaks at’ once of
runmng water loosed -from the grasp of winter, of
. the green moss showmg up in patches through the’
B ‘meltmg snow and the little Jbuds’ shootmg on birch
' and w1llow. A feW palrs of black- headed gulls were .
o breedmg down in the swamp, and small ‘birds Were ,
. .much ‘more" abundant’ than. one ‘would suppose at”
4 this elevatlon and in such a northerly latltude
| Among them' were the Canadlan robin. and black-
e "'bxrd apparently happy enough ‘but- Iookmg rather
'ou%\ of place among ‘the ptarmigan and the snow |

i . that was still Iymg on the - ground in patches :\'

Vegetatlon of course, was much later at this altitude -

than we had left it at the ﬁsh lake, where the
‘w1llows were already in leaf “here the buds were -
~only just formed, and no flowers -were. visible; -
although several Vanetles were ‘in full bloom along
the banks of the lower river.

And now-an. acc1dent happened that would have




o THROUGH THE SUBARCTIC FOREST

»*depend- upon when the rifle is his -bread-winner.

been trivial enough if it’had taken place in c1v1hsa— 3
tion, but very. se‘nous on an. expedmon of thlS kind. -

I had been to the top. of a small mountain ta collect’

some geologlcal specxmens and get what view I

could of the surroundmg country, and reached the'

_ camp just in time to see Alxck throw a Iarge stxck' -

of firewood. down on ‘my Wmchester rifle, whxch,

"1 had. left with him to. shoot ptarmlgan for supper '
- The- stock was broken . ‘and | some. of the mstde
mechamsm bent so badly that, _vvxthout any tools; 1t "

“was hardly p0551hle to repalr the damag’e Wef;

pulled it'to pxeces and patched it up as well as we
ccould, with the unsatlsfactory result that it would go

off occa510nally, but averaged three mxss~ﬁres to

every shot—-—a most unrehable weapon fof a man to"

-Smith had a small '44“Winchester' and I stilI had a

- Paradox with a very few ball cartndges, but the un-
servxceable condmon of my long range rifle Was'

afterwards the cause of our hurried _]ourney down :
 the Pelly below the lakes, where I-should like to -

have spent a month or twoin explonng the heads

" of some of the trlbutary streams coming in frorn a

- As there seemed to be no object in cofitinuing our -

range of mountains to ,the We§_tward. of the rrver. .,
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_ journey ‘to the vvestyvard' vve tu‘rned back-'down'é :
“stream and reached the ﬁsh lake after ten days’ - -
absence, found mﬁas rellable ‘as ever, catchmg'f“
twenty"ﬁye fish the same mght Among them was

e

a giant ;whlte—ﬁsh Welghmg at. least twelve pounds
though the men aIl put it down as over twenty
pounds——a remarkable fish to J'come out- of such a i

small Iake The Indlans W

head of Frances Lake ‘had . told us of a ﬁsh they i
. sometlmes catch m the Pelly Lake, resembhng the :
o whlte ﬁsh but wh1ch they call the “Salmons "

Cousm on account of 1ts size.. The ordmary

om we met at the }

e mn6d”

whlte-ﬁsh seldom exceeds ﬁve olr six pounds in ‘any - o

lake, but there is llttle doubt as ‘to the- 1dentxty of

this spectmen as | have: seen \whxte-ﬁsh in- many'

dlfferent ‘parts of Canada, and | my crew were all

Mamtoba men who had Worked at the ﬁsherles on o

-Lake V@lmmpeg

The overland portage and the 1nev1table pltchmg ’.

' of the canoe occupled a couple of days, and, then we

started on our long down - stream journey. The

Y

" water was higher than when ‘we came up, and most

~ of the’ rocks were ‘covered, so. that we had nof
dtfﬁculty in runmng all the. little rapids. * A- few -

- miles. down, a moose Jumped into the ‘water and

RN

.
B |
|
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~ crossed the river just in front of the canoe. In

_ some unaccountable manner, the bowsman mlssed'

s altogether, though it gave him an easy enough

badly in need of meat and if we could kill a moose

_now none would be’ wasted, but a’ miss- ﬁre ‘was the

only result, ‘and our- promlsed feast. went crashmg .

through the w1llows

to let the bowsman do -all the shootmg, and it is -
only in cases of emergency, or in still water,vthat, .
the sternsman should.hazard‘ -a . shot, unl.ess it is-at -
“-an_animal that 'appearé' behi"rfd the canoe, when
there is no time to swmg the bow ' round. - There is .'
: usually plenty of work i in lookmg after ‘the safety" of

. the ¢anoe in sw1ft—runmng water \mthout takmg the

risk of blowmg the next man’s head off if a swirl of

the’ current happens to brmg it in hne w1th the ™

- ammal you-'mean to shoot.

Durmg the excitement caused by the moose, all

the dogs disappeared,. but, thmkmg they would find
* their way down to the old camp, we dld not waste -

»much t1me in Wa.ltmg for them though we had -

afterwards a good deal of trouble to- hunt them up. -

: Ever)f'-/b()dyb'Was rather gloomy at the loss of the

expected meat_feast, but ‘a few. geese were killed

' tried a shot: from the stern,” as we were

It is a good rule ‘in a canoe ..

R
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‘lower down and the lake looked so pleasant now
that the ice had gone and the. decnduous trees- Were o
all i m leaf, that even. the unlucky 1nd1v1dual rwho had
" ) 'mlssed ‘the moose recovered hxs spirits before we
_'reached our old campmg ground at the mouth of'
Ptarmxgan Creek As we still had partof our cargo'.

,StOWed awa»y ‘at the place where we had ﬁrst '

'Iaunc’hed the canoe—sj mlles up- the creek—-—I sent
“the men'to bring it down while T made - an_ ex yedi-
_tlon to the foot of the lake in the dug-out to find
the outlet of the river, and see if there were any -
' Indxans in the nelghbourhood My passage a]ong ‘ |
the lake was mterrupted by thunderstorms with - |

: ’v1olent wind- squalls and as my llttle canoe. was .

e hardIy seaworthy, I had several tlmes t6 run for the

shore and wait for'a more favourabfe chance, On
reachmg ‘the outlet I passed into, a _swxft-running
stream, and. within haif a- mile found»xﬁyself at  the
head of a rapid. Here I landed to pick out a course,
‘and d1Scovered another lake. just ahead. The dug-
© out ran gally down through the broken water, and
I crossed a round lake 2 mile and @ half in width.
After another short stretch of current. thh another'
rapld I came to a narrow sheet of - water 3 m:les'
in length and camped at its western extremlty An 8
- - R
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e

valley ahead stretchmg away in a south-westerly

dlrectlon through a flat, forested country, broken

' on}y in one spot by an 1solated group of bare- topped

mountams. .

The shores of these small lakes are everywhere |

swampy, and thick moss covers the ground between

",evenmgs moqse ‘hunt produced nothmg, but from |
'the top ofa small hxll 1 had an excellent view of the

- the stunted "spruce’ and- the tamdrac. In the_

stretches of river between. the lakes the banks are’

In the course . of these Iong expedltlons, made in

g company with half—breeds, it is always a relief to get

the summer when there is no trouble about the cold,

“and you can lie down anywhere wuhout dlcrgmcr out

_in places high apd gravelly, and most of the timber

" has been burnt’ recently, but I could see signs
iof Indians having been here since them;

o autumn S ' o

' away by yourself for a n1ght or two, espec1a11y in

" the snow and cuttmda supply of pine brush.and fire-

wood.  The endless chatter of the half- breeds, good :

ffellows enough though they may be for their work,
' becomes tiresome when you have once " “heard a]l

’thelr self-glonfymg stories and the performances of

* the various-dogs they have driven at different_times .
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of their lives. It is always. the same mdeﬁmte yarn
about soﬁ‘e’l‘ong day'’s Journey they once made, the
time at which they left camp, the number of halts |

: -'they made to boil the kettle, and the txme of arrival -

‘at. the next camp, after trave]lmg an unmeasured'

. 'dxstance. Or else they dlSCUSS the valiant ‘deeds of

4 some half-breed brulser of Mamtoba “and the

, punchmg of heads Wthh seems greatly in fashion . ;

along the Red 'River on 'New Year's Day and

~other festive occasions. ~A pleasant change from

“this is the "quiet camp all to yourself, with your
little canoe hauled'ﬁp ‘on the shore of a peaceful . -

'lake where the cnes of the wild bn-ds and animals

seem far more in keeping with the surroundings

- than the guffaws of a crowd of tobacco- chewmg .

half breeds, lackmg both the decency of the white-

'man and the dlgn\ﬁed reserve wh:ch snll marks thel

. true bred native of the Northern forest.

I' reached the main camp late on tlte fOIIOWing ,

i evemng, after makmg a rlsky crossmg of the lake, .

to learn that the men had found the- cache un-
,touched and had brought down hal'f the load but

that no ﬁsh were to be caught at the mouth’ of

Ptarmlgan Creek, and that the ‘dogs had not yet

el

,co(tae in from the Upper Pelly, where we had aban-
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- - doned them. three days before. The next mommgl

the men made another journey to the cache, with -

)

orders to brmg _down everythmg, and 1 paddled
back up-stream to hunt up the dogs. I found two' .
of them sm:mg gloomily in our old camp at the fish
slough a couple of miles from the head of the lake.

. They looked very wretched as;: .be51des bemg lean

‘and hungry, they had been rerrdmg each other, and. "~

' the ﬂles had 1rrltated the soreplaces t1H the dogs

were nearlsy crazy. . The other two were not so .

easxly found, and’ 1t was.not -till Fhad nearly reached.

the head of navigation, and the sun was long down

-A that I heard. a dog howling i in the woods. . He came

to the sound of a rifle- shot but was ina worse con-

dition than the others, and refused to meve any

further till I had givén him a duck and a white-fish

to cheer hlm up. The canoe was so smaH that he

would be nearly certain to capsxze it if he came on

‘board; so I drifted down sIowly and made him run

through the brush anng the - bawk, after I had-

- hunted a coupIe of hours for the’. fourth mrssmgj

dog and finally gwen him up as lost for ever.

It is Worthy of record, as an example of what the

'faculty we - call instinct can accomphsh that. this

. other dog turned up at the Lower Post on ‘the
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lL - Llard very thin, and w1th hlS nose ‘and mouth full

. of | porcupirie. quills, ‘late in the followmg October

¢
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CHAPTER XI

DOWN THE PELLY. RryER’

e -

-

. Salmona long distance from the sea—Claims of Pelly Rlver to be consxdered

main branch of Yukon—Scarcny of provisions—A cow moose—Slate
Rapid—Hoole River—A grizzly bea.r_ and the resdlt of a broken rifle.

- 1 rEACHED the camp at sunrise, and, after _hauling -

_up the dug-out in a shady spot to keep her from

- "crackmg, we loaded up the canoe and started along

the lake, with™ the dogs mnnmg on ‘the beach, to '

continue our voyage down the Pelly: In the third -

lake we tried the -né;s- off the point of a Iittle island
~—the only island, by the way, in any of these lakes

: —but again w1thout success. - On- the folIowmg

day we passed: out of the lake§ and found the

river . running, with a good current, between lgw

gravelly banks ‘bearing  many signs of old Indian .

encampments. Thé huge stages for drymg fish,

and the traps carefully stowed away for future use,

suggested great abundance of salmon in the autumn, -

/"
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while the skeletons of these fish were to be seen
evefywheré scattéred"along the banks of ‘the little
'cr_ée'ks. Every, year, no doubt, the Pelly Indians
camp here to 'gather their harvest, ‘which needs no
sowing, but comes of its ‘own accord from the
”dlstant waters “of the Behrmg Sea. I have never
heard any satlsfactory explanatlon as to the reasons
some of the salmon have “for. pushing on ‘to the
very head of a stream, when - spawning. grounds i
seemmgly of equal attractlon -are to be found close
to the sea up any of ‘the trlbutarles Why, for.“
instance, do some of the Yukon fish turn up the
_ﬁrst stream ﬂowmg in from the tundra, and others
run up the main river 2300 miles to the Pelly
" Lakes? . And what a river it is, to afford such a
“long run without a waterfall to &top fhe'oaséage' of

The country is here very level, - and heav1ly |

E vwooded with spruce of larger growth than we had

seen round the lakes, interspersed with a plenuful

- supply of small cottonwood.

After following down the stream for about 8.
miles in a genera] south-wesg direction, although
with many turns on the course' of the stream, we

- were "suhddernly surprised, on rounding a 'bé:nd, by
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.runnmg into a big broad river’ headmg a little to_
~the eastward of north, w1th a strong current sonlen
- by the melting snows — fully " three . times the size
of the stream that we had been following with the -
..»mxstaken idea that we were exploring the source

‘ j the Pelly, whereas* we had in. reality only suc-

eded 'in reaching the head. of a comparatlvely'

small trlbutary We: put “ashore at once and

" stretched the nets across the mouth of a érhall

slough ‘where we hoped to replenish our supply of

prov1510ns, Wthh was now very scanty. Our flour

. and bacon were practically ﬁmshed,' and the nets

and rifles had ‘produced hardly anYthing lately, 50

that there seemed. to be some danger of a period

_ of starvation setting in—and this, too; when we had
" a'chance to -explore-a tiver unknown. to any white

vk man, and unmarked in any . .map, headmg away

towards the distant - ‘range of hxgh SNOw - capped

- &
' mountains ‘that were just visible from our - camp.

~ This must be the river which the Indlans speak of

when they tell then‘ stories of the evil spmts that
live in the black cafions among the mountains, as
the natural features of the stream running through
the lakes are rather tame, and not at all likely to

give foundation ‘to. romance. ,‘Secatz must have
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heard of this riyer from f,’he, Indians at Frances

. Lake, but eithexidth'odght /it was not worth while

- mentlonmg to' us, or elsf consxdered it better for )
our own safety that we s ould know nothmg about

f,fit.:- f ‘

“The high stage of the ‘water, wh1ch was st11]
rising, seemed to indicate that the rxver must have'-
its source m mountains of great. a]tltude and at a-

: considerable distance from where we ﬁrst saw it;" as
" by this time—2oth June——'the stream drammg‘ the
lakes had fallen 'several feet, and the “nrountains
near its head had been nearly bare-of snow a fort- -

night before. It is probable, therefore, t\;hat.when

the main stream of the Pelly is explored, it will be o
found to head directly on the western s]ope of the.
Rocky Mountains, perhaps offering an easy route
to one of the small streams falling igte: thej,VIac-'
kenzie between Fort Simpson and_'Fort Norman.
‘This addition to the total length of the Pelly, which
. ‘has always "beeh-t calculated from the supposed
position of the lakes, will help to prove that river's
claim to be considered the main branch of the
Yukon, although the Lewes, wh1ch _]oms the Pelly
at Fort Selkirk, has usually been looked upon as

~ the more important stream of the two.
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It soon became ev1dent that we could make no

. use of the dlscovery we had made—our chance was -

-missed when we turned up stream from the main
Ny Pelly Lake. If we had known anythmg about this
- stream, artd had reached the spot at whxch we were

" now camped in the middle of May, we should have
. had a fortnight's low water just after the break—up

“of the ‘ice, besxdes a sufficient ‘supply of prov151ons

”'to enable us to push on quxckly while the bars were

'uncovered and the current slack. In that time we’
A'mlght ‘have- penetrated a long way into a- totally
y -_unexplored country, and have reached the source
of a really 1mportant river, instead of wastmg our

time in explorlng a miserable htﬂe stream ' that

led to nothmg But now, apart fr&n the prov1sxon

question, it was~almost - Imp0551ble to “travel. up
stream.. The water was running hlgh among the
.’ willows that frmge the banks a savage current was
~‘br1ngmg down- huge rafts’ of drlft logs, and all the
aumerous dlfﬁcultxes presented by a large river in
’.ﬂood time were fully developed |
The nets caught a few ﬁsh durmg the two days
' we waited to see. if the. Water would fall; but hardly" '
4 enough for our 1mmedlate use; and there ‘was: no.

| prospect of a supply of dried fish to lay by for -

-
0
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y he perxods of good and bad times are always very | .
d‘SthdY marked when’ the rifle. and net are de-, =~ "

pended ‘upon entxrely for the supply of  provisions.
- No. matter how good a’ hunter %;Lﬁsherman you.

may be there are sure to be’ Spells of scanty hvmg

~ if none of the party have .any. ‘local knowledge as. '

" to the best places for game or fish, and ‘you ‘often

.come across a stnp of country entlrely deserted by

~ birds and beasts.. Fishing in a large river during c

hlgh water is seldom satlsfactory, as a net can only

- be set in some quiet: backwater to be clear of the -

strong current. and dnftmg logs and 'such’ places o

are not always to be found ‘ o
. On the thlrd day I reluctantly orave orders to -’

proceed down stream, as we had several hundred i

" miles to go before we could reach any of the trading

posts on. the Yukon, and the ﬁrst part’. of the dis-

tance was' through an- unknown country, where we

m1ght encounter bad - raplds and, long portages

enough to caus€ a delay" that would be - serious,
unless we had better luck in our huntmg

At ﬁrst our course lay’ through the same ﬂat
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moSsyf ‘country, but gradu'ally the. banks ‘rose ‘in
height, and became first gravelly, and then ‘took
the form of hrgh bluffs composed of several drfferent |
kinds of rock or sand alternated with stretches of
low-lying - banks on both sides of the river. AbOut

. 20 miles down we put ashore to wash a panful

- of dirt at, the mouth of a wide. shallow _stream
"commg in on the north sxde, but two or three -
colours of gold were the only results.

- Just- below this the c,urrent in the river mcreased
in strength and we soon heard the roar of a rapld-‘ |
ahead. - On landmg to mspect the' danger, we found o

B rather a wild stretch of water, with many scattered
" rocks at its head, and a very heavy sea at the lower
end of the rapid,  where the rlver is confined-to a
" narrow ‘cafion-like constnctlon between - low slate
. bluffs. There was an lntﬁeate'althou'gh quite prac-
| ticable‘channel among the rocks, but no convenient
: eddy into whlch to drop to avoxd the heavy sea,
" so that 1f we once ‘started we had to run the whole ’
rapid. - R '
‘ Unless in the case of a perfeétly stralght ptece,'v
- of water, When you can. form a pretty good opinion
of the danger by standmg up in the stern of the' '

canoe it is always well to put ashore, ,and take a .
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: look at’ what hes ahead,’ when trave]]mg down an’

" unknown stream, as you may. ﬁnd yourself" at the

‘brink of a cascade, or an utterly 1mpassab1e rap1d

‘when it is, too late to-make a landmg Don't: listen

L to . the vahant fool in the bow who shouts “Oh,

hell!" we can run that' ” just as you are shootln ,
J y g

into the eddy ; and if he tries to enforce ‘his oplmon

by dragging the bow of the canoe out fnto’ the‘ '

current, no experienced VOyageur will ‘blame you

for cIubblng him on the head with pole or. paddle
He cannot know anythmg more about what is
round the corner than you do, if he has never seen

\ “the place before. : o
\‘\; It is pleasant enough to play about in the rapids

’71n ‘a light canoe when cwlhsatlon is close at hand.

_ jand the loss’ caused by a capsme or colhslon with a
Arock can be easrl)rrepiatecl but when the acc1dent

happens 500 miles from the nearest tradmg post the

'

p0551ble resuIt of a mlstake is serious enough to

make ‘the most reckless steersman reﬂect a little -
- before he plunges hlS canoe mto the swxrhng waters.
If anythlng goes wrong it is a case of total shxp—

- wreck, and the men who reach the bank in safety_‘

" are really little - better off than those who- come to

-

sudden grief among the rocks, - Everythmg is gone..

e T A U N S
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'There are no matches that w0ulcl hght a. ﬁre to
dry the soakmg clothes no axe-to build a raft with ;
nothmg to-eat; no rxﬂe ammumtlon, or fish- hool\s'
_ | with which to\kill game or ﬁsh ‘that would provide a
- mears of subggnce to a. properly equ1ppedparty“
_The only means of progressnon is' a mlsshapen‘
ungovernable raft of drlft timber: bound together‘
.thh wrllow thgs and turned loose down stream tlll ‘
it flies to pieces on the first rock, or drifts under | an
‘overhangmcr log- Jameach acc1d€nt bemg llkely to :
furt:hef reduce the nymber of. the crew IR
- . On this occasion, shgvever none of these ‘un-
pleasant Jch1ﬂgs~~happened and by d'roppmg the
‘ canoe down carefully . with a lme from 'point to
point, and makmg an easy portage of a quarter ofv‘_
a mile on the north sxde of the river, we avoided

“all the danger and camped at the foot of the rapid. . o

Leaving the meh to carry over the cargo, 1 went
- for an evean's moose- hunt and ﬁndmg a fresh -
_- track, was lucky enough to come across a big cow -
moose stripping: the vnllow-bushes for her evenmg‘
feed on the edge of a small muddy lake. It was -

an awkward spot for a stalk, but, after-a long

detour 1 managed to creep into a bunch of willows -

'towards which she was headmg. There I lay in a




_‘poolv of water for an hour at the mercy of the’ )
. ‘mosquitoes, which are particulerly had alohg'thev
" Uppér Pelly ; and knowmg that, if the moose came
- w1thm shot, there was an even ¢hance of a rmss-ﬁre
from my broken rifle, to say nothmg of the possx-;‘
bility of mzssmg or llghtly woundmg the ammal
.,'and that if 1.did. not - kill, there would be little
- supper in. camp that mght as we. had absolutely'-b

nothing left but a few p.o‘unds of- ﬂour tha‘f*’We had
been-uSing"With great care. But everythmg went

well; the moose came stralght towards ‘me, and

. ’ﬁnally stood broadsxde at fifty yards The rifle went
off at the first pul] and a death-shot was the result. .
I snapped the’ next cartrxdge ‘three times in suct

. cessmn as the moose ran mto the Iake - .But lt

~ floating among a bunch of yellow water-hhes w1thm‘
~ ten yards of the shore -She was much too heavy
for me to handle alone in the deep water, so [ Wenr'
i;back to camp at once to get the' men to give me a .

;hand We hauled her out w1th a hne and little

before the skin ‘was fairly off the ammal The sun
was rlsmg again before we reached the bank of thej‘

" river Wlth our first Ioads of meat.
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made no dszerence, as she tumed over and lay "

: pleces of meat were cookmg on sticks over a fire '
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“To the sportsman who hunts for trophxes of the .

'chase from a we]] provisioned camp, and. at the
correct season of the year this killing of ! a cowm'“
. moose in. the vrmddle of summer‘mu_st no doubt spem A

a despicable performance. Yet I can’ assure him

that, although a “big pair of 4ntlers are a more

lasting triumph, and long afterwards may serve_to

~ dispel the doubts of. "hfs grandchildren'es' to the fact
~of his having been a remarkably fine fellow in hns: ‘
- youth, there is no present satisfaction like that of

brmgmg a Ioad of meat, cow or bull, summer or

winter, into a' camp where provisions have been all

_too 'scarce for- a season.. Your 'men"are’reallly"'l‘??
 pleased that you have Been successful in your hunt,
- v>and instead of the growl that with' half-breeds and

Indians usua]ly follows the order to go and bnng in’

the head, everybody is glad enough to rush off and

brmc in as big a load of meat as he can carry.
At the foot of the mpld Wthho’WE‘, came to know
as Slate Rapld to dtstmgulsh it from" “others that

" we ‘passed, we set up the lodge, and bmlt stages for
N drymg meat, as the Weather was too warm and the. S
flies. too plentlful to keep fresh meat for-any length - -
“of time. ‘And then, for three days, we relapsed

into the habits of tbe Indlan, ‘and held one of those
o 2

. IV
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. meat orgles so dear to the heart of men w@o huat;_

o 'theu- livelihood ‘in the northern forests and only to

 be Qially enjoyed after a -_Iengthy perxod of ‘hard
times. During these three days it rained in tbrrents
~ and, in fact, for the last month there ‘had been very‘
\lxttle fine weather. I should i lmagme this heavy rain-
fall to be an exceptional occurrence, as the whole
: é.ppearane‘e of the country was. typical of a ’dryv ’
climate. The water in the river reached ) xts highest
level on 25th June; and after that date feII quickly.
. and contmuously ‘When' the rain once stopped a’
i'speﬂ of bright hot weather set in, which lasted t:ll
we neared the mouth of. the. Yuken, WIthout any:'
rain except an occasional thunderstorm The gravel_ |
bars in the nver were bright with flowers of many -
varxetles butterﬂles, especxally the big black and
'yellow swailowtatl were ‘in consxderable numbers'
~and summer had {axrly begun. .. | ,
Below the rapzd the river contmued its course to
‘the south- west wuh many wmdm«s amd a good
,_'.current of about four miles an hour. . Islands soon
began to show up in mxd-stream and the gravel .
bars. must be of O'reat size durmg Jow water,
e.although now - they were neariy wholly submerrred
Cut banks of sand }nd stranﬁed gravel or some-
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times black »clay,.were frequent and - the tlmber '_

increased in size. and was more freely mterspersed

’ w1th cottonwood * as we dropped down stream.

Now that we had abundance of meat on board, we

‘often saw moose sw1mmmg the river, br standmg

- up to their belhes in'the water to keep clear of the

flies, but we alwdys left them unmolested, and they

" seemed to take little notice of the canoe " unless we

A_ happened to pass to Windward of them. It is as

great plty we did not see all' this gamé> before we
reached the main, stream, as if we had’ found means
of supporting - ourselves I \should certamly have
waited a. week or two for the' \water to go down and

) then pushe<L on as far as possxb]e towards the head of -

[ . . -

-

the river. - But it was too late to turn back now, as a R

‘day's run down stream means a long distance when’
you have to fight your way back against the current.
A few miles below the rapid two large creeks

come. in from the north, but on the south side

“there is only one creek of any importance ur"ltill the

’:mouth of Campbell Creek, which enters at a dIS—"'\

tance, - by rough reckoning, of 35 miles below the
“rapid, the main direction of the Pelly bemg now,
more westerly west. Campbell .Creek was named

by Dr. Dawson, who followed 1£ down in 1887°
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“when makmg the portage from Prances Lake; and

. close to its mouth is the site of the Pelly Banks
| Post But we did not succeed in ﬁndmg any trace
of the old bulldmgs. _ ' o o R

We had now come to the end of the unexplored S S

H
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PELLY RIVER. AT THE JUNCTION WITH HOOLE RIVER.

part of the river, and the rest of our journey on the
Pelly, a distance ‘of over 300 miles, was made easy
by consultmg Dr. Dawson’s account of the river.
and the excel]ent maps which he has pubhshed Wlth

this report.
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A large stream, the Hoole River, 'so named . :
-by/ Campbell after his mterpreter joins the Pel]y
33 miles below Campbell Creek It is ‘a wide

~ shallow rxver coming in from the southward and .|

'headmg among the Pelly Mountams, which here
. run parallel to the river at a distance of 10 miles,
“and 'seem’ to be an -open grassy range, surmounted .
| by square. rocky summits of great elevation. At
the m'o'uth of the Hoole River there is a rather

on the Pelly, with a heavy sea

_durmg hxgh water. There is an easy portage on
‘the north side, but, by llghtenmg the canoe, we ran
through in safety,. though not w1thout shxpplng a
good deal of water. This rapid should be run on
the north Slde w1th a sharp turn to the right just off
‘the pitch of an overhangmg bluff ; and, by keepmg
- just outside the eddy, the water will be found com- -
' . _paratively smooth. A good-sized boat _rmght be
'allo.Wed to follow -the current, but for a small
: canoe the sea is. dangerous on the left side of the

-

channel. _ _
Here the appearance 'of the country "suddenly
changes, especxally on the north side of the, river.
‘-Open grassy benches covered with groves of small

: poplar take the place of the denser forests, and, at

—
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‘a4 short dlstance back from the river, wxllow-covered o

swamps and little lakes are- frequently met wn:h

,_In these. spots, on almost any evening, by cllmbmg'

- some small elevation, you can see a- moose taking

his evening feed or, by watching the long grassy

benches you may, towards sundown, see a couple of

black: spots shamblmg along the side hllls and»
know: that you can. probably get a shot at a bear if

there is-no meat ir camp.

One evening, I saw a O‘rlzzly come out of the'

woods as I was smokmO' a plpe on a small hlll, -

"_overlookmg the wild stream of "Hoole Caiion, a

few miles below'the Hoole River" and, aé he was

- so close, I thought I'might as well try for some

bear meat. But while I was stalking him, he had
been travellmg qlMds me, and I was
suddenly surprlsed to“ﬁgr:;lb him eating berrxes in a
patch of w1ld cyrrant bushes within ten yards of
me. I raised the r1ﬂe quickly but could net induce
it to go off. Five times the cartridge snapped and -
the bear went on with his  currants, but when I
worked the le\;er to throw up a fresh: cartridge he

came to the conclusmn that. he- had given me

'enough chances, and ran like a rabblt for a thick

grove of poplars. .When ‘he was well .among the
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- trees the rifle” roared off m crrand sty]e, and of

course, “missed the bear. A ﬁghtmg grlzzly, such"

as are always encountered by the whlsky shop,"r

'.bear hunters of - the West, would have had ab_-'

Asplendxd opportumty of dlsplaymg his powers that
evemng at Hoole Cafion.




CHAPTER XII .

DOWN -THE PELLY AND YUKON RIVERS

‘Portage at Hoole Cafion— Varieties of mountain sheei)—Ross River—Mag¢-

thillan and Stewart Rlvers-——leﬁcultles ‘of prospectxng—Gramte Cafion— " .
.Fort ‘Selkirk —The Lewes Ruver—Flrst Tun’ of - Sa]mon~Gmemment
., officials and gamblers T

o

'~HOOLE CANO\I Is by far. the worst 1mped1ment to

nav1gat10n in the whole. course of the Pelly-Yukon,

-from the. Lakes to the Behrmg Sea It is abso-

}utely ampassab]e for any kind of boat.. - I after-

wards met a mmer at Forty Mlle Creek, on the

‘ Yukon who told me that a party of prospectors had

'once run throuorh Hoole Caiion in- safety, but I think -
"‘»he must have been. testmcr mv creduhty, as I took a °
>good look at the water whlle we. were makmg the

portage, and feel sure that any man who enters

Hoole Canon from above goes to his dedth  The.

“current sets full on to the face of the bluffs'in. many-

places, there are -several rocks in mld-stream and

beSIdes a heavx sea, the whlrlpools as seen from




198" - THROUGH THE SUBARCTIC FOREST

o

ébOVe - look - exbtre'rrvlel’y ‘dangerous. We found two
or three small rapids. just -above. ‘the _cafion, but
}these‘can‘ be run easxly, and the Iandlng<place fo:j
the portage will be fo'und ‘ifnmediaﬁely above a wall |
of white quartz on the left bank of the river, just
where the stream’ bends sharply to the north- east-
“ward. It is as well to have a man ashore along
" this quartz bluff ready to catch a line, as durmg
hlgh water the current is swift, and a heavy swell
makes it rather an awkward Iandmg for any lmhtly-
'built boat.. If this’ landing is once. passed, nothmg
can keep you from gomg throuorh the” caﬁon on
your voyage to destruction. ( '

The portacre is half a mlle long, and passes over a
lightly wooded hill of a hundred feet in height, with
a sharp descent at the far end. The traxl is well

marked by a few of the old skids used by the
* Hudson’s Bay Companys boatmen in draggmg
“their boats across the portage, but at hlgh water
_the canoe’ should ‘be’ carrled a couple of ‘hundred
yards lower down, as there is no convenient spot
- for loadmg up at the end of the. trail. © There are
i two or-three uorly htt]e rapids just below the cafion,
- when the river is in flood, but these can be run by

‘a carefully handied canoe.’

~ .
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'len miles, down strcam the Pclly is’ Jomed by a .
pretty little tributary named Ketza River, after one. -
of Campbells Indians. It comés down Wifh a rapid
current from  the Pelly Mounta.ms which here'

"approach the main river more nearly than at any. -

THE HEAD OF IIOOLE CANON.

‘ot‘her‘ pbint in its course. These mountaiﬁs are
: probably inhabited by mountain sheep, as they look
to. be splendidly suited to that animal's tastes, and»
in an old Indlaq camp at the cafion I found two or
jthréé sheep"‘s ‘hskullé, bcsidés several scraps of skin.

The horns were exactly like those of the.-.bigehorn_ :

o, 7
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of more southern latltudes and the skin gavc no
signs of the gradatnon of . colour known to - exist
between the true Ovis Montana and the Ovis Dalhl. -
of the northern mountains, © But if my rifle had
been .in more'servmeab]e condition, I should - cer-
tainly. have hunted the Pelly range, and tried- to
' gather some’information thh regard to these sheep, |
-as I cannot ‘help thinking that too llttIe attention

‘has been pald to the widely dlfferent appearance‘- .

' presented by the mountain sheep i in chfferent locali- )

-ties as higher lamudes are gained, and it is very
g rarely that any authontv on North Amencan fauna'
- makes mention of the bw horn, except “as - he
‘appears in his better known haunts in Wyommg,
:Montana or Brmsh Columbia. , o

It would take a man a long ]1fet1me to follow up ’
all the Indian stories he°may hear in the North of a
) hlgh mountam many weeks ‘travel from the nearest -
' trading- post whereon there exists a. Lmd of a sheepj
which | has, onlv been seen-by the narrator yet a
good deal of. mformatxon rmght be obtamed ‘with
" regard to ‘the’ dlstrlbutlon of the. blg-horn and the ‘
varxatlon in its appearance if the men in charge of
the outlymcr posts of the Hudson's Bav and Alaska

. Commercxal Company werc asked to coHect a few




DOWN THE PELLY AND YUKON RIVERS = 201

of the‘sk‘ins from the Indians——-—who of course never.

brmg tnsaleable skms in w1thout bemg specxally
told to do so——and to. forward them, when they send

-out thexr yearly shlpment of . furs to anybody who.

was interested in'the subject

. Ten miles below the Ketza, Ross vaer _]oms the‘

Pe}Iy “from the north, It is about the same size as o

“the - Pelly, and is, as’ far as we. could "see,. a ﬁne

navigable. stream headmg towards the. north east-

- ward, but its upper waters have | never been explored '.
| The same remark applles to all the Iarge tnbutanes SR
;entermg ‘the. Pe]ly—Yukon from the, north east, with

the: exceptlon of the Porcupine, which joins. the -

main stream at old Fort. Yukon  just befow the
“Arctic Clrcle, and has been’ used for. many years by

the Hudson s Bay Company as a tradmrr route from

. '~,the \Iackenme to the. Yikon;

The sources of the Ross the Macrmllan and the

Stewart Rlvers-—three really large streams, draining

‘an immense tract. of country on the western slope

of the Rocky Mountains—remain quite unk,nown,

although the lower p‘ért' of the Stewart was for a ‘

-few years the scene of a fairly prosperous ‘mining

»camp Of course, the. prospectmer and exploration '

‘of these streams is'a- matter - bevond the capab;hty

i
H
1
1
C 3
3

L
H




e

EN e

202. - THROUGH THE.SUBARCT/CYFORES.T«' ’

of the“ miners; én_d cannot be-carried out 'vt(ithout 8
good deal of expense.. The distances are so great,
and the up-stream work s laborious dm'mg the few"

short months of summer, tha,t it. is a whole season’s

work ‘to reach even- the mouth of one of these nvers

. The buymg and transport of prov;snons for two "

 summers and a winter would prove .a heavy strain -

on the prospector’s pocket and the second season

‘ would be again occupxed in travelhng, with - IlttIe

txme for workmg the bars. ‘So that there is really'
little mducem'ent for mmers to undertake a long ex-
pedition of th:s kmd and probably many years will
have passed before the long strip of country between
the Porcupine aﬁd the Liard atti’écts’ much attention:
- The as'sumptiort is that it is worthless except for the ;
'~m1neral wealth it. may contain, and there are still
farge tracts of Iand more acce551ble ‘and pfesumabl;
' more ﬁt for-settlément in varxous parts of Canada,
~ that w111 occupy the Government surveyorq for SOme_.'
"tlmetocome e

The trlbutarles entering from the southward are,

of course, much ‘smaller, as the strip of country  *. -

lying between the Pelly and the Lewes is of com-
‘ .paxfatxve]y small ex_tent. ‘ They are all of the ‘same -

character"——- sho_al; ra‘pld and rocky, contrastmg
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strongly with the deep,. steady flow of the rivers
‘that have their sources in the main range of the

‘ Rockxes

~.
—

We prospectecL most of the streams, but neve:'

» _ obtained any satlsfactory result, although colours ot

gold may be found on nearly all the gravel bars.

—

glven by Dr. Dawson as 173 mxles without any

Tf)e dxstance from' the Ross to the MacmlHan is

lmpedxmem; to canoe navxgauon, althoucrh there are

many small rapids. The worst of - these is close to

- the’ motith of the Glenlyon, ,wluch comes in from the

south, midway between the two large stx;eams%. but

it can be-run without danger at any stage' of water..
“In seyeral places the river breadens out and is much
"broken up mth 1sIands separated by narrow vnndmrr*f"f'

channels.  Among these islands we were alwa)s"

sure of finding geese in great quantities.  The
‘young bxrds w ere well grown by this time and aften

, gave ‘us a good chase on the long gravel bars whxch

were showmg up as the water feH but unless we

could run them down in the open fthey generally

escaped in the thxck growth of willows. Moose

were still seen frequentl), but .as long as we could

make a hvmg with the V\Ild fowl we left them alone.

Foxes are remarkably numerous aII along  the

o
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. Pdlv but, mth the exception of lynx and.a very

few beaver, the other fur-bearing animals seem to be

scarce.
In this strctch of nver we often not:ced rafts tled

up to the banks, cv:df*ntly used by the Indlans for

: “crossing the Pdly but we did not fall in .with. any

e

- of the wandering bands. It is curious that*they do

~

‘not use ‘canoes on such an-easily navigable stream,
“but prefer to pack a load on their backs and make a
“straight course for their hunting-grounds, crossing

f . § 2. T N -
-and recrossing the main stream to cut off-a detour,.

and_only camping on its banks when they know

that the salmon are ruxm-incr . Their fish-drying

staocs may be seen at every suitable spot, but-it
W as as yet too edrlv for the salmon to have covered
the long dlstance from the sca ' '

- The. countr) stlll maintains its, pleasant appear’—
ance——opcn (TI‘aSS) bcnche_s lie . close to the river,

and smafl cottonwoods cover the rolling hills in the -

b'ackgrOuhd. " The immediate banks of the river are-

sandy, or Uravellv buffs, “1ch sometimes a _long

stretch of black fromn carth.  These p]dces should

be dvomled when the Uround is thawing out, as huge

geces of the bank are constantlv falling mto the

\\atér and ‘the ov erhqnfrmw trees of course come
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down at the same time. We camped for- the mght
at the mouth of the Macmillan, which is very little
smaller than the Pelly, and looks a most inviting
stream for exploration. _Mmers-have followed its

course for a short distance by boat, but, not finding

~any »payingr bars, they returned without making dn ,.

_attempt to examine the uppér waters. They re-

* ported no 1mped1ment to navigation-as far a$_they

. Went

A few mlles below the Macmlllan we enteredv

Granite Caifion, the last stretch of strong water on
‘the Pelly. It is not a formidable caiion, and can

"be -easily run by _any kind of a boat:or cance. A

‘ shallow;'draugﬁt ‘steamer’ might probabiy be taken

through with judicious warping at one or two of the
* points where the water is strongest, if there should
ever be. any necessity to take supplies above the

cafion.

From thxs point to its mouth the Pe}ly Yukon 1s.

a placxd stream, affording a good inland waterway. :

through the interior of” Alaska, and making it easy

and fairly economical to open a mining industry

. - ~ . .
throughout an immense territory which, but for the

. existence of this navigable river, would be one of the

.. most inaccessible regions in-the world.

R T SOV
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beventy “four mxles below the Macmlllan on 8th

July, we came to the conﬂuence of the Lewes, and

a couple of miles below landed at Fort Selkirk, an |

) outlymg tradmg—post situated on the west side of the

mam Yukon. Here we “found ourselves in com-

parative quury and as somé miners had just passed
down stream from the head of the Lewes we heard

all the latest news from. the outside world. But -

there-is always a feelin'g of regret.on emerging from
the woods into the sem‘f-civilisation of a mining
dlsmct and in this case it was espemally noticeable.
‘With the exceptlon of the small encampments of
Indlans on the Frances River and Lakes we had

seen no human being since leaving the Lower Post

on the Llard and had been entirely self-reliant in’

ﬁndmfr our way through a'long stretch of wilderness,

but now we had reached the common highway to

a mining camp, the most'interesting country lay

~ behind us, and the rest of our course lay down an

ea51ly navxgated river, through a well-known country

where we should miss the element of uncertainty as

to what lay ahead, and ‘should be able to buy pro- -

" visions from the trading - posts mstead of huntmg

them for ourselves. The ~men were of the same

way of thinking, and as soon as the first _glamour of
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the high living was over they came to the conclusion

that paddling down the long stretches of the Yukon

~was too easy work, and everybody would ha‘ve,'

welcomed a rapld or even a portage as a change

from the monotony of the long uneventful days that
-now ensued. Fort Selkirk stands in a convenient
posmon for both the Indian fur trade and the con- -

stant summer trade of in- -going and “out- commg '

miners who have been tempted to try their luck in

‘the far-off dlggmgs of the great river of Alaska.

Most of these miners Ieave the salt water at the

head of Lynn Canal in May, and, haul their summer.

supp]xes on slelghs across the hxgh mountalns by the

Chilkoot Pass, axmmg to arrive at the Lewes in

the ice. ~Several lakeés lie in  the course of this
~ stream, and if the ice is still sound many of the

‘miners continue h’anling' their sleighs till they reach’

" the running water, as time is valuable in these

northern latitudes, where the open season is all too

short for a man who really means to work. instead of

being merely a hanger-on to,a prosperous camp. .
'After the ice has broken, the down-stream run of

- 600 miles to Forty-Mile Creek is easily made, as’

there are only two cafions where portages are
o LI P . .
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several years, but it .was ﬁnally plllaged b)i/be/
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necessary, but of coursé the return in the autumn is

a different matter altogether,” and mvolves much
labour and frequent hardshlps If a man is working

a paymg claxm and yet does not wish to .pass an

elght months’ wmter ‘in mactlvxty, the questlon .

naturally arises as to how long he i'é\to continue
~ mining and" leave hxmself time to get'out of the
country before he is caugh-t by the running ice in
" the upper waters of the Lewes, or exposed to the

: ternﬁc storms whxch are said to be frequent on the.

summit of the coast range durmg the autumn'

months‘: R S e

.

The Lewes River was dls<:overed bf Campbell
in 1842 durmg his exploratlom of- the "Pelly, and was
named by him after one of the Hudsons Bay chief.

‘factors. A fort was establlshed at the conﬂuence .

of the Lewes and Pelly m 1848, and maintained for

‘coast’ Indlans from Chxlkat and Chllkoot who dis-
covered that its exxstence mterfered with their own

trade w1th the trlbes of the interior. - N o resistance

was p0551b1e for the few mhab;tants of the post, and -

-‘they were ejected. without' bloodshed the Indians

taking off as many of the tradmg goods as they

coold carry, and escaping .fhé; attack of the local

o oe—— TG - oW
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~ Indians, who were friendly to the whites. No ex-
ploration of the Upper Lewes seems to have been

*made at this-early date, but the existence of a pass

to the salt water was ‘well known to’ Campbell ‘and"-
1rregular commumcatlon seems to have been held
by mea‘ns of_' travelling Indians with' the Hudson's
_ Bay steamer" tradfrig on the Alaskan Coast.  Sir )

. John Richardson, in the narratwe of hxs voyage-.v "

"down the Mackenzie in: 1848, mentlons havmg

receWed Honolulu papers of late date Wthh had

undoubtedly c9me by this rdute '
Noghmg is now visible of the old fort except the. '

plle of stones that until recently formed one of the,

| ‘chimneys; bvut-”_xts place has-been taken by the Ielss' '

" romantic buildings of a moderh téading -post, around -

"which a.few Irdian shantles are clustered. There,

is also a ‘Protestant MISSIOH ),ust established, an '

—outpost -of the new Yukon Diocese: founded by the -~ o

Church Mlssmnary Soc1ety and presxded -over by‘

Brshop‘ Bompas, so well- known' for many years as :

the Bishop of Mackenzie River; but'it is doubtful

_whether much success can attend the enterprise, as”

the Indlans have been for some time exposed to the . °

»mﬂuence of the miners, which has always prove,d'

disastrous to the native tribes both morally and .
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physncally ‘Fort - Selkirk i is now supplxed by one of

the Alaska . Commercxal Companys stern- wheel

_steamers which ‘meets theu’ deep -sea” boat at St.

Michael’s Island, the nearest convenient landing ‘to
the~ mouth of the river, a very different state oI
affairs from the tradmg of Campbells time, when: a

limited stock of the most necessary articles reached .

‘the old post by way of the Great Slave Lake and
- the Liard and Pelly, after a three years Journey

from England o : s
Some attempt has’ been made at Fort Selklrk

to raise a crop -of potatoes and’ other hardy vege- -
. tables, but so far the result has not been satls-
"factoryﬂ owing to the late. frosts in the sprmg,
~ followed by the great heat and httle moisture of

the summer. Lower down the river;. however, in’
the rainy districts, as the coast is neared, although -
in a more northerly latitude, some of the Lathollc

M1551ons show well- stocked garden patches and -

' at the mission school -at Korykovslu a large supply

of potatoes is produced every year From Fort
Selklrk to Forty-Mile. Creek, a distance of °3o
miles, we took advantaoe of the perpetual dayhght

‘to travel at night, ‘and slept whlle the sun was

hlgh

1
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The scenery from the  river. is not smkmg]y‘
grand a su(.cessxon of xrregular mountains lightly
“covered with spruce and poplar alternatmg with

_drled -up grass, bounds the view in every direction,

. and. one misses: the high snow-'capped peaks that

‘attract attention. during a JOUI‘ﬂéY along the anrd '
- or. Pelly - :
~ On the night of oth july we passed ‘a large
..encampment of Indxans and learned from them
‘that the first of the salmon had ‘arrived.  An all-
important event iis this annual run of salmon to .
" the numerous natives who' dwell along the banks
of ‘the Yukon and its tnbutarxes Three weeks' ,
“before the fish reach Fort Selerk the various
'trxbes of Esqulmaux at the mouth of the river are
laying in their prov151ons for the wmter Thou-
- sands of traps, to say nothing of the- countless num- R

‘bers of scoop- -nets, have to be_.passed by the salmon

o vanng the course of the river before they reach the

Pelly - Lakes ‘where the moose-hunters are IymgA‘

';'m waxt for them late in the autumn. “Far up the
‘Tanana among the Alaska ‘Alps, ‘and’in. the foot-
hills of the Rockies at the head of the Porcupme

- more traps and more nets are in’ readmess to work.

d_estructlon on the salmon._ On the lesser streams -
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‘that head among the drefary swamps of the tundra.
" enc1rclmg the Arctic and the Behrmg Seas, the:
. same scenes are enacted’ year by year—-men women,
. and chlldren engaged in killing and curirig ‘the fish .
- that are the staple food of the vast native pop.ulatlon
Z " of Northern Alaska. And ‘the supply never seems -
o to have failed. . There are ‘no stories of years of
| -starvatlon whxch are only téo common. among the
""'meat-eaters to .the eastward of the Rock:es and
as. yet there are no canneries to thin: out the fish .
on the’ Yukon, as has happened on most of the
E "_4 salmon rivers. of the Pacxﬁc Doubtlee_s__ before
‘ »-lon-g there will be suggestxons to establish canneries,
but unless the strictest regulatxons as to'their man-
:afgement are enforced, - there will be hard tunes
for some of the upper river Indxans Along thef
Columbia and Fraser, nexther of’ \nhxch streams
~ were so thxckly peopled ‘as the Yukon other me4ns . |
of makmg a- hvehhood were afforded to the Indians.
as the farmmg land was settled up, but there seems
” no hkehhood of the same thing occurring on this
" northern river, as the _country is Worthless from
- an’ agric_uftnral point of :view,gand' if the salmon
' disappear, the Indian must g6 with thetn.

At-the encampment he}ow Fort Selkirk we saw .
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irch bark canoes—shapely httle crafts,
'longer and ‘narrower. than the bark canoes on the"

eastern’ nvers as they 'seem to be ‘built - especxall)

for poling up stream, and for this work are more -

easily. handled than the broader _canqes,"of- ‘the

Crees and' Chippeweyans, th-oﬁgh' less serviceable ,

in rough water. - The. po]irrg s, always ‘done by

a man sitting amidships; with a short pole in each

hand, and by keepmg close in shore, a long dis-

- tance can be made in a day, even against a rapid’
current. From these little can‘oes the salmon are g

caught by dnfung down stream with ‘the scoop- :

“net held in readiness to strike as soon as the
-~ sharp eye of the fisherman detects t—he"ﬁrst‘ slight

wave of the advancing fish, which i'é soon - after-

'wards in the hands of “the women, undergomg ‘

B preparatxons for the drying stage. . j

On the same night we  passed ‘the mouth of -
\thte vaer, a wild stream that wouId be con-

sidered - ‘a large river anywhere except in this

land of great waterways. It heads away fo- the

westward  among ‘the high glaciers of the Mount - -

- St. Elias range, and the reason of its ‘name is

‘at .once obvious. © ‘Such a rush' of thick, ‘milk_y;_

E wash is .discharged into ihe’»\‘(uko‘n _that' the whp]e .

o
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volume of water in- the main strearn is dlscoloured‘
" from the Juﬂctxon of the White Rlver to the sea,

and - below this point " it is always preferab]e to.
“take drmkmg—water from any of the. small incom-
ing "creeks, although the contrlbutlon from the
. .White River ~seems to possess no unhealthy pro- © -
| pertles, and is freely used by the Indxans along‘
its course. ' E
’ A few miles below Whlte ‘River the Stewart
enters from the opposite sxde Mmmg operanons'
. have been carried on with good resulté for ‘some’ '
years past on this _stream, but at . present little -
gold dust is’ commg out, and most of the miners
have left the camp. An old trading-post at the
* junction of the rivers was unoccupxed at the time
of our visit. ' ’ o
.. After another short run we came to- another
new estabhshment on an 1sland opposrte the mouth .
of Stxty Mile’ Creek and ‘were told that if we .
wanted gold dust we had better - buy a supply
of provisions here and, start -at once up Slxty-'
Mxle Creek to the new dxcrgmgs whlch gave
" sure promise of - proving immensely rich. The
“trader was mcredulous when I told him "that we

- were- not mmmO' and were only rurmmg do;vn .

P
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the Yukon as the shortest way out of the country
He ﬁnally came to the conclusion that we were
* either Government officials or gamblers——appar- o
" ently the only professtons left open to  the traveller L
on the Yukon who 1s nexther mtqer trader, nor
mxssxonary o ‘ .
While: lying on the bank at Sixty~'VIlIe Creek .
durmg the heat of the. day we felt a very dlstmct_ .~
E shock -of . earthquake, and it seems that in the . »
- summer- months these shocks are-of rather frequent, o S
_occurrence though never of great severity. L
These names. of * Sixty - Mile -and Forty Mile -
‘Creeks are ‘at ﬁrst somewhat mxsleadmg, as one‘ kE
" would imagine that the two . .places lay wnthm ‘20
“miles of each other, but the dlstances are taken | _
' accordmg to the miners’ -calculatlon 'from ‘the inter- L R
_medlate pomtgof ‘Fort Rehance—-once the head- : .
quarters of the early traders. Further comphca—'
. tion has arisen smce these stretches of ‘water were -
measured and found to be consxderably at-variance
with the estimated dlstances from which the creeks :

. were, named




. CHAPTER XIII

FORTV-MILE CREEK TO FORT YUKON ~

Forty-mile Creek—)iners’ law—Boxindary line between Alaska and ‘British
Columbia—Arrival of the A7ctic—Coal Creek—Ovis Da.llu—The Yukon
Flats—Route from Athabasca to Behnng Sea L __,‘?

'ON 11th July. we reached Forty-Mxle Creek, and,
‘shootmg out of the dtrty flood of the Yukon into
the clear waxer of the creek, pitched our lodge on,
1v§;§?bapk in a cl_ump of wdlowsravmlle .above the
cluster of log cabins which forms the capital of

‘this northern mining district. The peculiar build

of our canoe and our own ragged. appearance
creaited great interést in the Iittle town, and .we
had many ‘questions to answer as to the mining- -

‘prospects of the country we ﬁad passed through.

Ry . . H . N
Pt i Bt i ol iy e R LT U 0

r “ The ‘lodge was full of visitors all day, and I soon ' .
*‘ ‘made the aéquaiﬁtance of. all the leading citizéns“
of the creek. The total summer population of
:«? the district was estimated in 1893 at a little under

AT
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400 miners, of whom perhaps 150 would remain
to winter at ‘Forty-Mile Creek and the rest had

come in to see whatuchance there was of “making

- a stake, and intended to go back to the coast in

September Of course, at the time of our arrival,
work was in full swing, and, as the dlggmors lie
at a long distance up the .,creek_, there were very
few miners. in the town. The latest, excitement

was the new strike on Miller Creek, where three

or four claims were really ’pa'y:i:ng well, but there

is no excuse for the grossly exaggerated reports -
that have lately beesi- circulated in ‘regard to the -

" richness of the Yukon placers. "‘During the last.
two summers, 1894-95, men have been crossing-

_the Chilkoot Pass in hundre(i%"expending'the little

capital they had in the costly transport of supplies
to Fo_rg:ir-Mil;e Creek. The result is sure to be
disappoihtmer;t in nine cases out of ten, and the
unfortunates will have to depend on the vcharit‘ye

of the storekeepers for provisions enough to take

them to the coast. It seems hard to understand

who is to be benefited by these reports of-great
wealth to be found in hardlv accessible countries,
but it is certainly a fact that the greater the dis-

tance and the obstacles to be overcome on the

v

[ —
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way, the greater the rush will be for the land of
“promise. ‘Mr. MacQuestion, the trader at Forty-

' Mile Creek, who, by the way, is ‘exceedvingly'good
-~ to anybody stranded /in the coonfry, does his best
to issue true reports as to the state of the m‘;ining»
camps; ard the men of séveral years’ starrding on

the diggingS'are also very caréful not to over-

7 estimate the yield of gold dust, buf ‘still once
again it has hapoened_ that a few paying. diggings-

on Miller Creek have caused an influx of a rather .
undesirable class. At present, thé. ﬂtone of the
camp is é*s{mctly good the. real workers are the
old timers from the Californian and British - Col-

umbian mines—men who have seen the difference. -

between camps that were run subject to law and

order as administered by the late Sir Matthew

- Begbie  in the days of the Cariboo dlorgmcs and.

.

»-fthose where the whisky bottle and six- shooter
%1 S " held ‘sway. -Up to the time of my visit, there
. had never . been a killing eon Forty -Mile ' Creek,
“although the law was not represented by gold
commissioner or pollce but was left entirely to
the decision of the miners” meetmfr——an excellent

court as long as the better class of men .are in

the majority, but a darrgerous ‘power in the hands
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of the vile specimens of humanity who sooner or
later get the whip hand. in most of the mining’

cggops. Whisky had at times found its way into’

- the camp, and the frightful concoction known as

“ Hootchinoo,” distilled from molasses, has caused
some trouble. But so far the sale of intoxicating

liquor to Indians had been . almost entirely pre-

. vented. . The miners’ meeting has pronounced _
that whisky is ‘good and shall be allowed .for
the whites, but if any man ‘sells it to the - Indlans
'_j‘:after he has been warned he shall be pumshed
"and the miner’s idea . of pumshment is strictly
‘Draconic. It is senseless to keep a man in gaol
and pay another man to look after him. It 15;?:_'

far better to warn him once and ‘hang him fér

the next offence. - Really, a.‘ very é?}md law this,

in such an isolated distfict ‘where the Indians

are in great numbers and are known to become

- hostile to the whltes when. under the influence

of liquor, to make the man who is really respon-
sible for. any bloodshed that may occur suffer the

full penalty in antxc1patlon of the trouble that his

degrading traffic is sooner or- later sure to brmg '

about

.Iq' ‘the winter of 1887-88, Mr. W. Ogilvie,.
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Dominion Land Surveyof, was sent by the Canadian _
Cove-rnrhent to establish the boundary line between
‘the United States possessions- in Alaska and the
‘North-West Territories of Canada, in the neighbour-
hood of Forty-M@le‘ Creek, with the Yiew of as-
certaining on which side of ~the line the Yukon
diggings were situated. Hls pbserv‘étions, corre-
borated by those of the American surveyors sefit
to the north.for the same purpose, gave the result
that the boundary line crosses Forty-Mile Creek at
‘a dlstance of about 8 ‘miles from- its mouth. The
little town is therefore put in an anomalous posmon,

being distinctly an Amerzcan ‘town, getting its

. supphes from San F rancisco in" American bottonts, .-
with an. American post - office selling American -

~stamps, and the whole town situated on Canadian

soil. - The mines on Forty Mile " Creek are well ‘
within Alaska but the Stewart River camips are
Canadlan, as is also, .of .cour-se the site of the;

trading-post at Fort Selk'irk In 189 3 there was

no Canadian or Amerxcan customs ofﬁcer on-

the whole length of the Yukon and unless tradev'

'should assume greater- proportions, thene was httle

b"need to alter thlS state of affairs, whieh seemed

-admirably su1ted to all whom it concerned. The
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. Canadian moderation in this respect contrasts

fz-'wourably‘ with the action of a United States -

officer at the old Hudson's Bay Post of Fort
Yukon, at the mouth ~of t_hé Porqupihe’,‘ in
1869, who fepo-rted to his ggvefﬁment as. follows:
“On the gth of August, at 12 . I notified the
- représerita;tive of the Hudson’s Bay Company that
the. station  is - the territory of the U;nited._S‘tates ;.
~ that the introduction of trading goods, or any trade
V_by foreigners with the natives, is villegal and must
cease; and that the Hudson's Bay Company must
vacate the buildings as soon as pfacticable. I then
* - took possession of the buildings, and raised the flag
of the United States over the fort.”

The account of the miners as to the output of

.gold dust on Forty-Mile Creek was. discouragi'ng,._. '

"and all the men who had spent several years in the

district agreed in saying that there never had been

any rich camps on the Yukon. No big fortunes
had been made, but if a man was willing to work,
and was contented with a moderate reward for his

labour, fair wages could usually be madé during the.

short season that was available for minfhg. Most-

of the pi'_oﬁts are, of course, used up in buying pro-

visions for the winter, but with the advantage of

o e r
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continual 'water.'carr.iage fro-rh San Fran‘gisco, the .
price of provisions is not so high as ‘might be
expected, and the expenses of " coming iu‘froru ‘the
coast -in.-'th‘e spring and returning in ‘the fall'" are
"'nearly as great ‘as the cost of wmtermg in the
mterxor, without takmg mto account the loss of
'_ workmg time. But it is no country for the lazy
man or for the gamblers and tough characters that
.usually attend mmmg ‘camps, and such: people until :
_lately were in nio demand at F orty-M:le
~ But now this prlmmve method of self-rule is to
“be done away w:th Durmg the past summier news.

. has come out from Forty-Mile Creek of a shooting
';scrape brought about by a dispute over a poker ; g
hand, and resultmg in the death of two mmers It
seems that the camp can- no longer be- trusted to
govern 1tself A detachment of North-West mounted'.

N pohce though dlsmounted to suit' the exigencies of

“'the country, has been sent up t6 the Yukon to keep it
: the peace. A customs-house officer went up at the .}, le
: i
same time to levy a tax on all Amerxcan goods i ‘w
1 - brought in to Canadian terntory The chief result pr
. of this move will unfortuna,tely be that the wretched |  of
5 % ‘miner will have. to pay a still greater pnce for his i ac
‘ﬁ prov151ons while- the reveniie of the.Dominion can fo
a8 : !
]
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hardly, be mcreasedﬁ sufﬁcxently to pay for thej

expense of keepmg up officials on the spot.

On the main stream of the. Yukon, a little above
the mouth of the creek stand the church and other
buildings of Bishop Bompas Mission, and a mxle

" or so below are the store buildings of a new com-

pany which has lately started- an oppoéition to the.

Alaska Commercxal .Company’s trade on the Yukon.

A little competmon will - be ' welcome enough tor.

the miners, but if the output of gold dust does not»'

rapidly mcrease in value the trade will be hardly

- worth’ competing for. IR

During -our stay‘at Forty-Mile, the river steamer

A_rctz"c arrived, sixteen days out from St. ‘Michaels,

but she bfonght me no letters of credit, which I had

" been expec‘ting to meet' me here. MacQuestion,

however although he knew nothmg at ‘all about

me, kmdly supplied me . with prov151ons euough to

, yftake us down the river, and I expected to meet my

letters at some point farther down stream.. ‘By the

" ‘way, it is most necessary in this part of Alaska to be
properly provided with either money or some sort -
~of credentials, as the old: hospitality and readiness to

‘accept a man’s word for his respectability has been

forced out of existence by the conduct of former
Q . R '
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travellers; and the Alaska Commerc1a1 Company

have been so often xmposed upon, that orders have

‘been reluctantly glven to the men in charge of the .

$mall posts along the Yukon to- demand immediate -

‘payment for all supphes furmshed to strangers and -
'1f no money is fortheommg, to give them only pro- .

visions. enough to make suré they shall not starve' -

before they reach the next post. The. dlrect causé

of thls edlct was, 1 beheve the cond“uct (of a large :

~ party o of mmers who» had really done rather well in- -
. the dxggmgs They drifted down the Yukon to St.

' Michaels, where' they declared they were destitute, =

and were fed for a week or two’ and ﬁnally glven_‘

free. passage by the companys steamer to San
Francisco. On landmg, they paid in $5000 worth
of golds? dust to the Mmt and were loud in then' >
gboasts as to the astuteness they had dxsplayed in

gettmg ahead of the Alaska Company This sort

of thing has made rather hard going for 1mpeéumous
: people on: the 1 500 miles run from Forty-Mile Creek ‘
" to the sea.  From the captam of .the Awrctic' 1

- tried to get information about the chances of getting -

away from St. M"ichaels_in the autumn, but he could
tell me nothing definitely.. -The company’s stéamer .

might call.tjhere late in September, or she might have
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got through her work by the ﬁrst of the month

The United States Revenue ship Bear usually -
came into St. Michaels about the begmmng of

September -and would take passengers to Oun-.

alaska, if - there was- no chance of their bemg abIe
to catch any other steamer at St. Michaels; but of
course she had no fixed dates of saxlmg 1 Iearned

however, that there was an alternative route, by

-~

'leavmg the Yukon two or three hundred miles. from

its mouth and crossing to the Kuskokvim River,

‘ whxch hes to the southward. From the mouth of 3

head of Bristol Bay, and . if there was no direct

communication from there to Ounalaska, we might

. the Kuskokvim we could coast along the sea to the o

- still be able to- cross the portage across the great.

Alaska peninsula and reach the sea ajjgin at Katmaz
or Cook s Inlet. _ %‘ ' o
~ Before leaving Forty-Mile I secured good homes
for all the sleigh-dogs. AThey had .been of the
greateSt service of course while the snow lasted,
but they had proved a. great nuisance ir] the canoe,

besides bemg a heavy stram on the provxsxons ~ Our

pace of travelling down stream was too fast for the

“dogs to run along the densely wooded banks, so we
" had to take.:_them on board, where they were always

g
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in the way, and increased the danger of ‘rurmihg a
rapid by jumping on top of the cargo and adding to

our instability whenever orders were given in-a

loud voice, mindful of the long winter days spent in

harness when a shout was too often accompamed by
a crack of the whxp »

On 18th July, late in the- evening, we tore our-
selves away from the luxury of the ‘mining camp,
and drlftmg down a few mlles pxtched our lodge at
the mouth of Coal Creek, an msxgmﬁcant stream

coming in from ‘the.eaStwafd, with the intention of

~ hunting a-high fa‘nge of mountains which were said

- to ‘be frequented by 'm‘ouhta’in sheep . I’had‘ seen -
"sorne of the skins at F ortyﬂ&hleﬂ and, as they were

~ very white, with the tips of the hair lookmg as if

they had-been smged by fire, I presume thege”sheep B

- are referable to the variety Ovis Dallii. On the toos

of the mountains I found. plenty of tracks where the

- sheep had ev1dently been travelling in the spring, but

" their summer feeding-grounds must lie to the north--

ward, in an extreme}y rough irregular range which

still carried patches of snow on the summits. I

should have made a further expedmon into thxs'-

_idlstant range,. but Alxck who accompanied me as.

prowsxon-bearer, utterly dxsappeared in the thick .

5
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brush at the foot of the first hxll and I saw no more
- of him until my return to camp after two da)s
dqungjwhlch time I made an easy living by shooting

- marmots and ptarmigan' "which are in great abun-

7

dance on the grassy summits. From a very elevated

posmon I had a good view of the surrounding

‘country, which seems to consist of irregular rolling

hills near the nver valley, with higheopen plateaux

in- the dtstance.—» On some of these plateaux the’

cariboo wander in thelr thousands and as they

frequently Cross. “the river, form an mva]uable winter -

food supply to the miners. Th% pa.ssacres are

uncertain, however ‘and although somet:mes they

cross .Forty-.Mlle close to the mining camp, and are

then slaughtered in great numbers, there have ‘been’

.

‘ severa] wmters when the want of fresh meat was

__.-—-’*

severely felt, and scurvy played ‘havoc. among the._

. bacon eaters.

A few miles below Coai Creek 1 killed a. rm<r)o.se_,»_.

and a cdupié of days were speh»t in drying the meat.
Moose or black bear SL;pplied‘our wants all the way
down the Yukon, balth‘ough the bears had flavoured
their flesh very strongly with the rotten salmon they
~ find in such-quantities on the rivet bars. As long
~as these animals stick to the.berr? patches, their

v
1
i
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meat is really good, but when the salmon 'begin
to ’rbn’,.they all come down. to the 'streams, and
the fishy taste is noticeable .in their flesh almost

immediatelir We saw no grizzly along the main,

SYINERTRN. %)

~ stream, although we were told - many and ternble

stones of. thenr deeds of violence.

Sevie And now the navngatnon became most rnonotonous.A

ot ) b o

e There is somethmg fascinating of course in the idea

. B

~of running a couple of thousand miles down a b:g

T o v . river, but the charm is lost as soon as the raplds are
: - . ,‘passed, and the elem_ent of danger is taken out of
; ". o o g the-day‘s work. We could make 8o te' }'Oo miles .
N day thh ease in twelve hours’. actual paddlmg,

with an early start ‘and putting : ashore to eat every =

o e four hours, But there was too much sitting down in
= SEEE a cramped posmon and we ‘missed the excxtement a
i PRI that is always to be found in canoeing on a smaller

-stream ; there were no sharp corners to round with.-.

* SR ~ the. chance of running into something below the
* ‘ bend, but long smooth reaches Stretching away to.
g:f ‘the horizon fri_r_lvge_dr'by_ a den'se growth - of willows,
“{ ‘and a:lllso ekaetl'y‘ alike that one loses his admiration

for this immense river in the weariness which its.

H

monotony produces.

After leaving Coal Creek we had a Iong steady
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‘run of 300" mxles to Fort Yukon, 51tuated on the
peninsula between. the Porcupine and the Yukon,
at the lower end of a- vast _maze-of islands and .

~ winding channels that must ‘fc;fr‘ne,rly heve been ‘a»

lake in the course of the rxver

The breadth of the Yukon at this pomt has u

fnever yet been determmed but is vanous]y estl- ‘

mated -at from 1o to’ 76 mxles, accordmg te the

miners” fancy As a matter of fact nobody has‘
ever traveHed much along the west side- of the .

river here, as the best channels are on the Porcu--

* pine szdfe,._and' no doubt, too, there is a great
difference in the breadth of the Yukon in ‘high

. water ‘and low at ‘this point.. The current runs -

~-splitting up and rejoining" so rapidly that it is very |

labyrinth, as the ‘smaller channels are cho_ked with

snags and fallen timber, besides being ‘sd‘metime»s,

very shallow at the lower end.. In _the .autumn,

~when the - water is_ low, the steamer has _great

dxfﬁculty in passmg up this part of the river, as -

- the sand is contmually shtfnng, and a bar may . have
been formed in what was. deep water on the occasion

of the previous voyage.v Our little canoe frequently

: strongly through the narrow channels, ~which- keepf

‘hard to pick out a practicable way through the
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-

grounded in some of the smaller channels, but we
made no attempt to keep the main channel, and
took ‘any opemng in' the bank that fancy dnctated
never with any worse- mlshap than having to wade
a few hundred yards. The 1slands are covered
with cottonwood and willow, or more rarely with
a scattered growth of spruce, and the whole country

near-the river is so level that no mountains are in

‘sight for a distance of :200 miles along the course

of the river. This district is locally known as the
Yukon F lats, and is one of the best places for wild- _

fowl on the whole of the upper-river. ~Geese were

: véry plentiful, as Wefe also mallards, widgeé)n,v and

teal, besides large numbers of. gulls, terns, and

divers. We did no fishing, as we could always get

“salmon from any of the Indian camps that we -passed -

- every day, and 1 noticed. that. the women were

catching some fine whitefish in short ravvhlde nets;—

"~ _.set in the small eddies, although they seemed to

" be thvoilgh'_t of lit.tle' value whilé ‘the salmon were

running. .

In the eé.t;ly' forties, while Cémpbell was making

_ h_is discoveries on the Liard and Pelly, the Hudson’s *

' Bay Company, with characteristic energy, was send-

)

ing exploration parties across the Rockies of the "~
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Lower Mackenzie to make an examination of the.

Porcupine, with the result‘"that trading posts were

established along its course as far as its, Juncuon

with an immense river flowing to the.westward.

It was, however, left for Campbell to prove that ’.

- this was the 'Pelly-Yukon of his own explorations,
and this he satlsfactorxly accompllshed by runmng
" down from Fort Selkirk to=Fort Yukon, and re-
turning to the Mackenzie by way of the Porcupine.

* It at once became obvious' that this new route was

preferable to the difficult navigation of the Liard,

and to-day the traveller can leave the Hudson'’s

. Bay Company’s landing on the—Athabasca, and

travel continuouély- dowir stream, with the exception
"~ of the short ascent of Peel River and the Rocky
Mountain portage to Fort St. Michaels, on the

l shore of the Behring‘Sea;-a distance of 4000. miles‘

—with scarcely any more trouble, and perhaps less

‘risk than is involved in a transcontinental railway

. journey.

. Since the evacuanon of Fort Yukon there has.

been no trading carried on there till thxs, last sum-

mer, when a’ storekeeper has put up new buildings

‘a short distance from the site, of the old fort, to
open up a trade with the Indians 9? the Porcupine,

»
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~On the latter_ stream the Hudsons Bay Company

[BY

have Just shut up their estabhshments. as the
Yukon posts could, easdy undersell them, and. the
Indians think nothmg of taking thelr furs 300 miles
farther to reach the best market.

And here we came to the most northerly. pomt of

our Joumey, for the Yukon after just crossmg the

“Arctic Circle at the mouth of the Porcupme, trends

‘away in a south westerly direction, ﬁnally reachmg“ﬁ
‘the searin 1at1tude 62° N.

e
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CHAPTER XIV
THE KUSKOKVIM RIVER
Tanana‘Riycr—BoneS of the maslodbn——Mutdgf of Archbishob Seghers—

Ikogmut——’Ku;kokvim Riv’er—-A game country.

: 'A coﬁPLE of ‘hundxféd mil.es' brought us to the -

. Tanana, the largest of all the Yukon tributaries,

‘having its sources in the unknown fastnesses of

the Alaskan Alps. The Tanana is much used as
a winter route by travellers- from the Lower Y_ukon
to Forty-’V[lle Creek as it cuts off the big bend of

-the main stream and there is only a short portage

- from its upper waters to the mining camp. Besides

this, the number of native villages Where salmon

can be procured every night for the dogs save the
carrlage of ‘extra welght——always a- most 1mportant
con51derat10n to the dog driver.

- Ar the “American Church Mission of lelukyet
standlngv\on 1:h_(_3~north side of the" river 'below the

~ confluence;:we met a number of the Tanana Indians,

e e

i) wow ) 11

bi




238 . . THROUGH THE SUBARCTIC FOREST

, whb had come down to tm&é, the best loékfng
.:'natxves that we saw among the fish ‘eaters, and
-quxte in keepmg with their little bll‘Ch bark canoes,
whnch I think show a prettter model than any other
‘bark canoes that I have seen throughout Canada or

Alaska. These Indians told us of an easy' way to

fhe_'coast that might be found by poling for two
- days up the T anana, and making a day’s travel
~ with many small portages up -and down little

streams _ and through several lakes, till a creek

tributary to the Kuskokvim is reached. The latter

' stream is a clear stretch of water passing through

a go'Od game country, and without’dangerous rapids, ’

to the Behrmg Sea T should much like to have

taken- this portage, butI thought my Ietters might “

‘reach, me at any pomt on - the mam stream, and
without them our finances would - not bear the strain
of hmng gmdes It is hopeless _for'a stranger to.
try any of these short cuts! for hi:ﬁs’elf ‘as the
traveller possessed of local Lnowledge will vary hxs'

- course every -time he passes. throuorh, the strange

maze” of slowly-moving water-courses- that drain

the level country adjacent to the Yukon and the

T kuskokvxm

Below “the Tanana We saw no moose, and afterw
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- another day’s run no tracks were to be seen‘o‘n_‘ -
“any of the bars. The Tanana 1tse1f is said by the

Indians . to be a good moose country throughout,

and there are rumours of great abundance of these

. ammals in-the dlstnct lymg between that river and
the head of Cook’s I;nlet. The isolated mountains
lyitig in the tundra, which now begm to- show’ up,"

are also said’ to be frequented by moose, but the

valley of the’ Lower Yukon does not-seem- smted ;

to their ha.blts :

, Along this part of -the river the Indlans fre-
quently brought us mastodon teeth and huge bones,
- which they were anxigus to trade for tobacco. At
“one place they showed us a long s!retch* of hngh
- muddy bluffs, where’ these bones are frequently
exposed. as. the strong current washes do.wn the
"banks; but we found nothing of interest, although
_we took agreat deal of risk in peering about under -
the crumbling masses of muddy shale ‘which keeps
co‘x}‘tmually falli g ukto the river. It is probable
that the Indians had \carefully pxcked up anything

(.
of value, as a. good ‘mastodon tooth will usually
fetch a plug of tobacco from the passing miner.

We put ashore early one ‘morning at a lxttle

trgdmg post to have a talk witha' Russian' Finn -

“t - L . - S
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: whom we had heard of, a man who had seen forty
years of service in Alaska, and under happxer cir-

© rcumstances was, no doubt, able to give us reha.ble o

mformatlon about the portage to the Kuskokvim,
N and {he JOurney along the sea coast that lay. before
- He came out to. we}c.ome us kindly enough,
but I saw he was not quite rxght w{men ‘he began to-
‘ l“shake hands with us from the top of * 3 bank 30 feet
hlgh and finally slid down to the canoe: in a sntmg
'posture with hxs hand still stretched ‘out in greetmg
,He ‘had been drmkmg “ hootchinoo” before the sun
jwas, up,\\wu;h disastrous results, and Judgmor from

the amount of ﬁery stuff still left there was little

’ : | 5 C ( /'chance of his sobermg up that day.” He- Was ‘most
S o \ "hospltable, but could oﬁly talk of the glones of San

-\ Francisco, where he had spent ‘the last winter, and

!

- L - refused to say a word about local matters that :
S | - m’ght"h'ave been of sore interest. 1 thought it
’* ‘ . ‘ .Vpru\dent to escape- before the “hootchmoo\ proved
; ’ .‘ " too \much for ‘my - crew, and take the ‘chiance of
3 ﬁndmg the way for- ourselves so we pus ed out
: ) into. the current and left the old fellow wavk\ng the .

E

\

‘bottle on the bank ' o o S
| At Nulato, 200 miles from N 1klukyet the chmate

[ T seems to change- as- the influence of the sea makes

-
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\ fom the ‘murder:-
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At the: ttme of our arrival the rain-

clouds ‘were drnvxng up the river in front of the'

west wind, and the’ rest of our Joumey along the

Yukon was made agamst a head wind and heavy

sea, thh nearly - contmua.l rain—a great change

from the long spelLof hot, .dry weather that had
lasted with hard]y a break from the S]ate Rapxds B

~on the Pe]ly to Nulato.

- On the bank of the Yukon some 20 ‘miles

above Nulato, stands the. cross erected to com-
- memorate ‘the murde;:: of Archbxshop Seghers, who
- was here killed by his servant in 1886, while on a.

visit of inspection to the Roman Catholic: Mnsswn‘ -

stations along the river—one of the ‘most cowardly,
purposeless crimes ever commltted A mild rebuke
" had been admmlstered by the Archbishop overmght

~ for: neglxgencg: in some small matter ‘and that,

accordmg to the Indxan,who was travelling with

‘them at the time, was the only reason to- account

Early in the morning the sefvant,

+a white man, got up and lit the fire, shouted

K Breakfast ready,” and shot his master as he raxsed
hxmself up in his blanket . S
At Nulato the old mining talk was again heard.

"~ Some new dxggmgs had been dlscovered several'
o R :

-

ped
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" hundred mxles up the Keokuk and prormsed to be".
as rtch as. all other new dlggmgs A stern~whee1
steamer was’ running nght up to the mines, . and.
__‘several men were making preparattons to spend
'the winter . at the new camp ; but some who had
| returned gave less hopeful accounts, and complamed
: that the gold dust was not to be found in the ex-
| pected quantity.

- The Keokuk joins the: Yukon from the north-
ward, a short’ dnstance above Nulato .and forming
a bxg .northerly bend “heads back towards the -
neighbourhood of Fort Yukon. The Indlans from
the ‘head of the Keokuk were the perpetrators .of - -
the celebrated massacre of the natives of N u]ato,
and theu' name is still in’ bad odour among the |
- lower river tribes, but of late years no dlsturbance'
has taken place | '

At thls point there was a nonceable mlxture',fi"»? :

- of the Esquimau ' type of face among the salmén ~ * |

fishers, end a few long, :slendelr, walms-ski‘n‘ eaneeé':: e

- were to be seen ‘hauled‘ bpuivit,b the birch—barks in o
_most of the CamPS There was a diﬂ'erence, too,

- in the native dress, and here. we first saw the parLa

a long, sack lxke garment worn by «nen and women

: ahLe in common use——usually made from the skms‘
-
L .
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~of canboo or ground hogs but the wealthxer mem-
bers of the Nulato tribes wore the skms of the

» «beenan reindeer, which' are obtamed ﬁ:om“ﬁre"”/’_——— ‘

Esqunmaux, and fetch : a big price among the Indians -

 of the interior. Although Nulato is, by the __course ‘
~.of the river, many.hundred miles distant from the

salt ‘water, its inhabitants are brought into close -

contact with the coast tribes by means of a short
: wmter road that reaches the sea-at Norton Souna

W:th the arrival of the steamer came another :

dxsappomtment.; there were no letters agm, andf_ :

it became evident that we must once more rely on

our own skill as hunters and fishermen to keep the

pot boiling, and limit ohr burchases to the barest

necessities. Smith had a litgle gold dust that he
had brought from Cassxar, which afterwards proved |

- of the greatest service, as there ‘was absolutely no

credit to be had. All the trading-posts were in
charge of Russian half-breeds who could speak. no-

‘English; and lost all mterest in us when they dis-

covered that we bad no money with which to pay

for what we wanted. The most serious incon-

‘vemence we felt was from the scarcxty of ‘blankets.

and clothmg, as the weather was near]y always: _

~ wet, and would, of course, be cold along the sea

PN
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 .coast as the autumn approached. There was

nothing_to be done, however, except to continue

our jour-rxey in the old rags that we had brought °

from the Liard. I afterwards heard that all this

trouble had been caused by | the carelessness of the

: postmaster at Fort) Mile Creek as my letters of

credit from the Alaska Commercial Company’s
office in San Francz@ad been lying there at the

Another run gf vnearly 200 mxles took us to |
the little v1llage of - Anvxk where a Protestant
Mission has been estabhshed It stands, like all‘\'
the other settlements on the north or sunny side of
the Y ukon, and i is’ cut in half by the Anvik- Rrver‘

coming in from the tundra })mn‘ to the n@rthward

a
LA

o

“to avoid the ‘rou h

and avaﬂable -as a short route. to St. Michael's. _
For any traveller who has a lxght cano€, and wxshesA :

viece of coast work from the

mouth of the river to the ocean steamers landmg
on St.- Michael's Island, lying some distance to
the north ‘of the delta, this Anvik’ River ‘ensures .

a speed) and easy ,_]ourne), as the long detours

" of the main river are avoided, and the portages’

through chams of - Iakes are sald ta be short andV

" not of frequent occm’rence.,
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- Sixty ‘miles below Anvnk is’ Korejovskx the

headquarters of- the Roman Cathohc missionaries,
- where the well-filled, school buildings give evidence

"that good work is being done a,mong, the rzsmg

generation. The comparatively extensive farming
operations give'a more chjceff;rk:éppearance to the .
place than is p'reserited' by‘"ainy ‘of -the unkempt .

trading posts that we had, seen: above, and the

mission grounds are carefully fenced off from the '

filth of the native vnllage, which seems usuallyf

accepted as a necessxty The chlldren aré kept

 neat and clean, ‘n strong contrast to their friends.
and relatlons, but the tendency to fall back into.

the habits of long ‘is hard te. eradicate

suddenly, and no doub some time must elapse .

-before clean]mess becomes tolerated for its own

~ sake instead of merely as an irksome condmon on -

which the good living at the mlssxon school may

be en)oyed

Hay-makma was going on busily in the mtervals :
between the rainstorms ; the cattle looked wonder-

fu]ly homelike after our long. sojourn among the.

moose and bear. The potato crop was_ Iookmg
well, and wou]d- form an important item in the

“winter's ‘supplzy.vfér such a large establishment,
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th0ugh the chlldren only really thrive on "the ever-

rehable salmion, and ‘become qmckly dnsgusted with

e

/continuance of thie white people s diet. -

After leavmg I\ore_)ovskl, we ran .down to the

“Greek Church Mission at Ikogifut, a_distance of'.
“.about 70’ miles, and c'ampéd just below the

'vi]lag'é in.a heavy storm of wind and ram Here

" Father Belkoff has been in charge of the | mission

for many years, and is probably one of the best |

»llvmg authontles on the ear]y history of the Russian

 traders on the Yukon. He gave me the only;

reliable - information that ‘1 had—as - yet- received

‘with”regard to the portage to the Kuskokvim, :
and told me that the chief of the Upper KUSkbkvi_m ‘

o AIndfan's 'wés ai present at I'kogmut anvd would be
_‘leavmg for home in ‘a day or two. ' This ‘decided

the questlon as to'routes, and, ﬁndmg the men

only too glad tg leave the beaten track and get

away from the menotonous, mndmgs of the Yukon, -

even at the risk of Rot. being able to get passage

- to San Francisco 'till sprmg I mtervnewed the -

chief of the huskokvxms with the sattsfactory
result that' he agreed to act as pxlot across the

portage. Father Orloff; the assxsr.ant mlssmnary

at Ikoomut mterested me greatly vnth hns descnp— .
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tion of. the upper waters of the Kuskokvim, where

he had wandered in the course of a w'i'nter’s

journey. From ‘his account of the game in the

" high ‘mountains tow"ard the head- waters of the river, '

it x’nust 'be one of the most attractive countnes

still left untouched by the sportsman-explorer. He

mentxoned the same old rumour of another kind ~

of mountain sheep dnffermg totally from the "big-

Horn and the mountain goat, which is -well known

fotthe Kuskokvim Indians, but-he could say nothing

vde'ﬁnite about it as he had ‘never see"ri it himself.

- Certainly the. northern parts of the St. Elias and
' conttguous ranges are as hkel} a spot as any where '

on the American continent to find an ammg] un-

 known to science, for there is a very large and

difficult tract of country from the head of Cook'’s

Inlet to the blg bend of the Yukon that has never

been traversed

On the r3th August we feft "Ikogmxjt in cdm-;'»
pany with theachlcf and his family, who were .

travellmg with a long, slim bidarka or skin canoe,

“and a small birch-bark. A h(.av; sea prevented_

our crossing the Yukon till evening. when we.

entered ‘the mouth of a small creek wnh htde

current, winding between low banks covered with

-
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a thxcL growth of- w1llows Here we said good- ‘bye

to the river whose water ‘had " carried us so well

on our Ioncr down-stream run from the Pell}y

'Lakes, and 1 heard regrets ‘expressed that we

“were forcmg our way through mud and wind and

rain towards civilisation, ingtgad' of . seeing the
leaves turn yellow in the dr upfands by those
distant lakes where the moose and cariboo were
fattemng for other hunters. -/

JFor a whole day we pad.dted up this. winding

' creek, which plxt up so frequently that nobody .-

without local knowledge /could possnbly keep the

right course, and at sundowh camped fairly on the,

edge of the tundra, caryfymg the canoe and part of

the cargo. over the ﬁr:!t portage to a small lake. A

gloomy, desolate strip of country is this marshy -
tundra, thh its /countless lakes v and slugglsh
streams, especxall)fr as we saw Tt thxs mo'ht in.
drenchmg rain, )fvhlch only seemed to pause a few
moments to: nge the mosquitoes a- fair chance to

annoy us. But there was still enough willow

- scrub for firewood, and even a few spruce trees

were scattered -about over the long stretches

. ’ . . . .
of morass, rendering the landscape far less weari-

some thaq,in other - parts of the’.tuncfra,‘ where

«
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~‘there is absolutely nothmg to break. the dull gray
level o SR : S

-~ Two days were occupied in poling through
Ashé]!ow lakes, where the rushes and water-lrlies
almost prevented the passage of .the canoes; in
- making portages, sometimes b).)r carrying, and some-
times '.by dragging  over the’ soft mud, and in
following the wirldings of ‘the creeks‘up and down

‘stream, round sharp corners, where collisions with

~ the bank were unavoxdable The Iong bidarka.

was the worst offender m this respect but the

banks were soft and no damage was done. Wild- -

- fowl were in such numbers as are to be seen only
in these northern breeding-grdunds, and our com-
‘panions showed great dexterity-in erocking down
rising mallard or teal or swimming musk-rats at

short range with a three-pronged spear. Often

the women insisted upon being'- p'ut' ashore where -

~ the ‘yellow berries. of the muskeg were thickest,
when_ bladders of unsavory seal oil and a few

‘handfuls of sugar that had been brought from the

traders store at ILogmut were produced to mix .

w1th the fruit. -

As the weather now became unusually ﬁne we’

took things easily, killing geese or ducks as we

it W 1 Wy e g
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‘wanted 'them ‘:«md it 'was late on ’the" third e'ven‘iog"'}"
after leaving the m1551on ‘that we dragged down a
, long slough with scarcely enough witer:to float
- us, and found ourselves at the Kuskokvim. Here -

~our pilots left us, as their way lay up stream, and

after a mﬂmg present of tobacco, and .many signs

of ‘mutual satisfaction—for the chlef-s half-dozenm
words - of Russmn conveyed no. meammor to me,
“although he had used them many times over in

- . conversations - om the portages or round thé camp-

ﬁres——we shot - out 106 the swift current and soon
left our friends far behind. '

The Kuskokvrm is_by no means a small river_
but of course, does. not approach the Yukon ’in
.snze - It has more current than is found in the
Lower Yukon, whlch runs a course “of several

hundred miles in wmdmg through the low lying .

30 e " .c_oun,try adjacent to the sea. The I\uskol\vxmi

takes a more direct course, and its banks are drier
‘and more pleasant to camp on than the swampy
: shores of the Yukon.’ The salmon run was nearly—

N over and few ﬁsh were bemcr taken .in the traps>

PERSC WO SYTE R

» that were ‘staked off at the head of nearly every

R P

‘ gravel bar. Native v:llages were frequently met -

~ with, and the total populatxon of the - Kuskokvim

fe
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must mount up to a veryr ﬁre‘sp‘ecta'ble‘ number, ‘
élthough I believe many-' of the fishermen we met o S
were not residents, - ~but had come ‘from various N
'parts of the coast to catch their winter. supply of -
salmon. T-he villages are built- in the typical
Innult style, a collection of half-underground barra- ..
boras or earth- houses, each ﬂanked by one or twg-
'-sq}xare wooden rooms ralsed on hxgh stilts above )
the risk of floods, as a place of safety for- the B
stores * of dried fish and other. treasures.. of the '

simple - mmded native. . . Birch-bark canoes are]

-enm‘ely replaced by a- great varlety of models in
~ walrus skm from the great. famlly boat in whxch
" the ‘women, children, and household gods travel
from place to place; down to- the little kayak, i
‘~wh1ch the Innuit hunter spends. most of his exist-
ence durmg the summer months. = o .
An uneventful run of 100 mﬂes brought us |

" to a tradmg post built on the north bank of

"the Kuskokwm just where the river begms to

‘ "f‘broaden out into the curious funnel- shaped expan-
sion by whxch it finds its way to. the sea. Here,

" too, 'stands -a" " Moravian Mlssnon offermg yet"'-‘
another choice of creeds to the savaoe, who surely

must - be rather bew1ldered by SO many conﬂlctmgl

- : A
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~ theories" as to how his ‘future welfare may best be

ensured. +The’ ‘missionary -was extremely good to

us. in smoothing eur: way with the trader—a.

~Russian half- breed speakmg no’

.loath to _part with -any of his provxslons for the

scanty supply of gold dust that repreSented our

" whole capltal ‘We EVentually secured a little flour-

and a fair. stock of leaf-tobacco to trade with the
Innuits for ﬁsh or any other necessarles we mlght
be in want of

Everybody adv:sed us strongly against the rash-

ness of proceedmg to sea in our little canoe, and,:

. .

doubtless “the advxce was well m,eant, but there ‘ ‘-

seemed to be no way out of the dlfﬁculty, as"‘

-nobody offered to give us a more suitable

boat or -to advance "us a  winter's’ sUppiy of

pl’OVISlOﬂS if we remamed where we -wére. The

~ missionary .gave us the best descnptlon “he* -could

of our route, and told us that we could avord some

“of the rough water by making use of the small .

_rivers and lakes, with a few portages, if we could
plck up guxdes on the ‘way. who. would pxlot us to
Nushagak I ! - s

al
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~ CHAPTER XV .
.. oN SAL’I‘ WATER

: Coast nav1gauon—-’l'he Innmts, thexr food, habits, and drcss—\losew
© and Aaron=~Gobd News Bm.——‘\ scene of dcsolauon-—}\nyaks—-Cape.

l\ewcnhnm. ..

ON 23rd August in rags and poverty ‘we. started
down the tidal water in an opEn canoe to’ navigate
300 mxles of coast-lme utter}y unknown to us, and -
exposed to t:he fury of one of thé stormiest seas
in: the world. -. At various distances along this
' coast were native \nllages, and from thelf' mhabxt-
- ants we were to obtaln _provisions if we F\ . short
and to gather mformatloh as to wha[fiay ahead
_although we could not speak a wo\=d of- the-lf

el

:,

Ianguage. At the very outset’ we found -that we . . "y

’ :had undertaken a task w htch would mvolve a good

deal of time and some rxsk . Only 50 “iniles down - ‘:

- we were obhged to lie' quiet on the marshy bank
for a day and a half till the westerly gale moderated .

and the sea went down enough to allow our .canoe -

H
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to' make her way in safety Durmg thxs time we

-were.. surpnsed to see a large schooner runnmg up
the river -in midstream, but the sea was too heavy
for us to go-out and speak her. No vessels had
been - \(pected at. the: trading- post and I hardly
* liked to turn back on -the . chance of gettmg a
passage to the sbuthward by the stranger so -we °

" continued down stream as soon as the weather was

_good enough for travelling. The Kuskokvim had
; now increased to Such a width -that the northern .

shore was mv151b1e, hut as the country is a dead
level thheut any tall trees on either side, the
dlstance across is probably not- more tH¥ 7 or’
8 miles. ‘

Vlllages were Stlll frequent on the south bank

and continued ‘at loncrer mtervals along the sea

coast till we reached 1\Tushagak The_ Innuits, as -

the natives of the sea ‘coast are ca‘lled from the'

mouth of the Yukon' to the head of Bristol Bay,

"are probably* the most numerous of all the Esqux-

maux -tribes. © A snmple, kmdly race, hospltable to
the pas’sx)ng stranger but mdescrlbably filthy in
appearance and habit. They make an easy living

o e T

. -9

off the salmon which mn in thousands up every

httle_ stream of the tundra, ‘the hair seals which

Lo



ON SALT WATER | .~ 55

breed among the outlying rocks, and. the wah’us* \

| whxch are still fairly a‘bundant in parts of the

Behrmg Sea.. The fur »sea]s do not come in on

thxs coast at’ all and are too far off at sea for the

Ry

Innuits to reap any benefit from the decxsxon of
‘the Behring “Sea Arbitration Congress, which for-
~ bids the use’ “of ﬁrearms for the killing of seals, in
order to give the native a- eh-ance of employment.

So far these people have pretty well escaped the

, co-nfémida’ti-ori of the white - men, as t’heir'settlements ‘
. he out of the track of whalers bound for the Arctxc o : - L
' ok Sea and the whlsky sellers do not lxke to venture S -f‘f;
L tbo near to the dangerous coast o :
s dtisa pxty that the Amerlcan Government is so
-~ fully occupied in ‘watching the moverpents of a few

foreign sealers"’ that it ‘cannot kee‘p an eye on the -~

movements of its own whalers perhaps it is because“' - sk

.| . the fur seal is ‘a distinct source of ,revenue and the
wretched Innuxt is not. ’4 B -

N | Of late years the San Francisco whalers have
| v _been pushing on farther and _farther _round the

‘shore. of the Arctic Sea towards the - MarckenZiev__

-River, and the damage done among the natives * o U
is- already noticeable, but nothing is done to pre- o .

vent it increasing. It is true that a very flagrant.

- kb e
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ccase a few years ago caused some com»menf‘i;{thlek,
newspapers, but it seemed to be nobodys busmess
to make an official i mquu'y into the case. '
Late one autumn a whaler on her return voyage -
brought up in front of a populous village on an
island’ in the northern part of the’ Behring Sea.

A lively trade ensued with the natives, who were

anxious to make their bargains quickly and go in
L‘pursui‘t of the walrus-which were now passing, and
_'which every year éqdﬁdéd rt‘he winter's food 'supply. -
But in addition to ~the.1egivtima'te‘ articles of trade,

a couplc of kegs of strong rum were put ashore,
. and the schooner sailed away for San Francxsco :
with all the wealth of the vxlIage in her hold.

" By the time the natives had finished the rum
and got over its effects the walrus had all passed
there was no supply of food put-up for the winter,
and ice was begmmng to drift. in the sea. The
‘result was inevitable. The next whaler that'ca]led N
at the'island was able to take home an interesting

~ collection of -bones and skulls of the Esquimau §
';type to an ethnologital institution, but there was

" no man, woman, or child left alive on the rum-

.stncl\en island to tell the story of starvation and

dea,th . o ‘
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When we approached any of the Innuit vﬂlages
the women always turned out ‘and sat on the roofs

of their turf-houses to get a- ‘better view of the

strange bcat while the men came down to” show ‘

us the-best landing, and help us run the canoe up

qunckly beyond the reach of the surf. They always _
| lent us poles for settmg up-the lodge, and gave
“us firewood when’ there was no drift timber near.
- ‘They have to make long - expedmons up the sall
rxvers for poles, as they requxre a good mfmyy_ﬁcu:,wm
detnng thelr fish traps in deep water, and notie of
“a suitable 1ength grow anywhere near the ceasi.

The inside of their barraboras - smelt too much of
rancid seal oil and general- filth to be ‘comfortable
quarters for a white man at this time of year,

' .altbough‘ they would make a énug enough shelter
'from the savage wmds that sweep thns dreary

coast in wmter :

- The natives were hberai too, thh thexr salmon,

- and would always give us a good supply for a'leaf
" of most villainous tobacco But they_cou}_d never
"_understand our preference for fresh fish to those
in-various stages of decomposmon Some of their -
' fresh]y smoked salmon are. really very good, but -

most of ‘ther‘n are spoilt to a white man’s taste by

vty g
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bemg tied up tight i m bales before they are properly

dried, and allowed to turn sour. On one occasion

I objected -to some fish which an old man ‘brought
. mto the lodge as not ‘being fresh enough and ‘made
_signs to that effect, chiefly with -the ‘aid of my nose.

- The old man went away ‘and'b'ro'ught some more
~ which were far worse.” On these being rejected he
beckoned. me to come with him, and leading me
to a swampy. soot‘- at the back of his barrabora'
_ pointed out what I took to be a newly made grave
I made 51gns of lnterrogatlon and deep sympathy, o
whereupon he scraped away the loose earth with a
fish spear and lifted a board which covered the top
of the pit. 1 fully expected to see the body of a .
dearly beloved relative, and experxenced nearly as
great a shock when I- found the pit was ﬁlled to .
. the br1m with a seethmg mass of rotten salmon.
The old fellow's next SIgns I fully understood
they:were to the effect that if I wanted something .
really good I must give  him more than the usual
amount of tobacc_o leaves, and I beganlto‘.realbise
that hé had mi’suhderstood- my sign language ahdr
thought I was ob_]ectlng ‘to his ﬁsh because they

‘

‘were too fresh.

The salmon pitl afterwards found was a common o
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institution at every V1llage, 1ts contents being usually .

reserved for winter use. - - e

The dress of the Innuits is sxmphét‘y itself, the
'parka being the only really necessary garment for
either sex .. On this part of the coast. the groundJ
“run is over, every Innu1t woman makes a summer’s

expedltlon to ‘the nearest” mountain range to sndre’

- ground- hogs for the ‘yearly. wants of her family, :

“while her lord and master is spearmg hair seals, or

perhaps huntmg walrus under the - high cliffs of

' VCape N ewenham " A few of the women make their

parkas by stltchlng together loon skins, which are

pretty enough while new, bnt ‘s\oon. drop their ]

. feathers. and. are not nearly as serviceable as the

‘ground-hog skins. A pair of shapeless sealskin

“boots “reaching haIfQ-évay up the leg completes the :

regulation outdoor costume, although members of
both sexes wear a 'pair of white linen trousers as
a tribute of respect to the advance of c1v1hsatlon

for a week or two after a visit to the nearest trad-

1ng-post - But once inside the barrabora .even the

‘parka 1s dlscarded and men and women squat on
“the filthy mud floor as naked as their fathers.

‘and motheérs did’ lonig ages before the trousered

’
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miss_idnary .'apRea’red on the shore of the 'Behring
bl,Sea."_ ' B B - ‘ |
. Atthe mouth of the. Kuskokvim -immense mud-
“banks, which are dry at. half-ebb, make the naviga-
tion di_fﬁcuit'for large vessels. A canoe or shallow
draught‘boat should come out a little before high
water, as there is then water enough to float her
close to the shore, and the ﬁrst of the strong ebb
w1ll take her to the southward. across the banks
before she grounds with the falh’ng tide. ' We did.
- just the - wrorrg thmg——as so often happens to
strangers—and left the ‘mouth of the river about -
three hours after high water, A seal hunter was'"j'
coming’ in in his kayak and gesticulated to us wﬂdly
to come ‘ashore, but we. took it for granted that he
* only wanted us to land to give him a leaf of tobacco
,—which is a common trick of the Innuit., Our .
mistake soon became evident, as we found We had
o keep‘ round "a’ban‘k which ran- off Setreral miles
to sea; and with a strong ebb- meetmg an onshore e
 wind there seemed a good chance of gettmg into
“trouble. A landing through the surf meant:prob-
ably the Ioss ‘of everything, and a long struggle -
through soft mud to reach the firm shore. '
The canoe behaved very well, and_by-\oCcasfonal,

i
[
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-baling we rounded the outside point in safety, and

had ‘both wind and tide iﬁ our favour 'till a bend

“in the channel brought us close to” the ‘mainland

just as darkness came on. Here we landed and“

carned the cano€ and cargo ta a plle of stranded

Iogs which we made’ our home for the next four

ON SALT WATER - : 260 .

days, ‘while the - ‘Behring Sea was swept by such a

storm that many a bigger vessel than ours would’

have been glad of a snug Barbour.

- In the morning we f0und that we had: put ashore .

close to the warehouse used for stonng the tradmg

goods for the KUSkOkVIm district, which are here -

llghtered ashore from the Alaska Comme.rmal Com- ‘

l -
panys steamers -and afterwards taken up ‘the river

in skin-boats. As it was evxdent that we could

) v{\(lnot move till ,the wind moderated, and rain was

: ¢
ing- ground Where each man’s grave was adorned

pouring down continually, we were forced to set up

the lodge with poles borrowed from a native bury- :

" with a row of spears and paddles ‘and in one case

P

a wonderful ‘specimen of an ancient flint- lock gun. '

‘ Poles are planted at the head of every grave to-'v‘

mark its posmon when the snow lies deep, as the'

|
natlves have a. dxshke to walking over their dead.

Here we. struck up a lastmcr fr1endsh1p w1th a

|
|
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. couple of | Innuits,:-.who had also taken’ref_uge from
“the -bad -Weather, andA by rheans of the various
signs which suggested themselves made a: bargain
with them to act as pllots to Nushagak. It after-
~ wards transplred that they had never. been there,
but- apart from - this they turned out to be good
fellows enough thoroughly trustworthy, ready to

i lend a hand in any emergency, and’ always cheery,
.exceptin heavy weather when they became. often”‘
| needlessly ‘alarmed for the safety of our canoe,
‘which would ship water in a sea that broke harm-
~lessly ‘on‘the s'kin decks of their own kayaks. They
answered readlly: to the names of Moses and Aaron
_bestowed on them by the half—breeds, who took a
great fancy to them at once. Aaron hada shrivelled
leg, which made him quite useless -ashore, but in’

" his ka_yak he was as good a"man as any'body_ else.
. Some forrner traveller his conferred a great beneﬁtd‘
-on his followers by establlshmg the half-dollar as
the’ standard of trade “between Whltes and nat1ves
along thls part of the coast, so that when an Innuit
scratches a round mark in his palm with the fore-
finger of the other hand, it means half a dollar
4mstead of the dollar always. represented in this

‘manner. in other parts of Ainerica. But for smallf_ o
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~ trading, tobacco is universally used, as men and

women are intensely fond of it and can ‘.neVerﬂ.afford_.
to buy any quantity from the traders. They seldom

‘use a pipe, but soak the tobacco i in seal oil, roll it up

in a ball,"and find great Satlsfactlon in chewing it..
Wyn a gale of wind is blowuxg the rainclouds

on’s ore, the meetmg p]ace of the tundra with .the.

,,,water of Behring Sea presents a pxcture of muddy . "

' desolatlon that could hardly 'be surpassed in any -

' 'part of the world Land and water are so strangely -
*intermixed at the various stages of the tlde that it is.

. difficult to’ choose ‘a spot for the camp that - will

“‘remain above the sea level, or to. tell Wthh pooll- s
will yleld fresh water for the kettle The ﬂood-j —
tide runs with a strong. durrent far up. the mcommg_ o
' rlvers, ‘which ﬁnd ‘their - way across the tundra till ',’ _
the banks are- overﬂowed and salt ‘water lakes .
: vappear where an hour "ago “there was nothmg but »

“an extra depth of soft mud to show that the land

had recently been submerged There lS always an

uneasy feelmg, too, that there may be .2 big roller :

' forming somewhere out at sea, a couple of feet

higher than its nelghbours, which will presently
break upon the beach and wash everythmg before:
. it to the foot of the- 1sola_ted range _of mountaxns.

it TR R T ey T
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standmg far in"on the tundra. And yet dn‘ectly'-v ‘
" the sun’comes cout and the wmd moderates it will

be found that even this. country has a charm of .
its own, in its suggestlon of lxmltlessm,_m_the

quiet colours of its grasses and ﬂowers. in the

changmg moods of the 'sea, and especxally in the .-

: great. abundance of bird life that frequents the

breeding- grounds of the. coast m the early autumn.

”@}nmﬁﬁne evenmg, ‘as you sit behind some great - -

drift log that the Kuskokvrm has borne hundreds of .

mxles from the: interior of Alaska, waiting - for- the.

‘ evenmg ﬂrght of the geese ‘which are to- prov1de

your days rations for the ‘morrow, and hsten to the

notes of the wild- fowl and plover out on the tundra o

" the beautles of - nature seem to become more dis--

tinctly v1srble than durmgr the rush of travel’ whe'n‘

"your attention is occupied with pole or paddle; and

"'the attraction of the Ionely desert at such a tlmer_

.

- will linger in your memory for miany a’ day after the -

attendant storms and hardshlps are forgotten

When we “left the warehouse, a spell of better
weather set in, and we were able to coast along the
leveI shore without any more delay till we: reached‘
Good News Bay. Here the land rises, and gravelly
beaches take the place of the muddy shores that




' enough shore to cruise by, with deep water close

~
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characterise the ;estuary of the river. A pleasant .

in, and usually plenty of driftwood to camp with,
'-although there is absolutely no growing timber .
. except the ~dwarf willow bushes. , . Whenever we
had a fair* wind we lashed ' the kayaks alongmde,'
and, ,hol-srlng all available’ canvas, ran gaily as long".:
as the water Was' smooth . In a heavy swell, the |
kayaks ploughed up. such a hxgh bow-wave that the R

water. broke over our combmgs, and our compamons '

;as;ern In. rough Weather they had, of course far

the best of the: fun, as the kayak can. Shlp no water

'The small -round.»hatch in which the p_addler./sxts‘ is
“tied round with the lower part of a thin fish-skin ~
:,coat,'s”o as to be ~perfect1y‘watertight. ’ Thec_oat is. .
‘also tied closely round’the neck and sleeves. to ‘keep o

water from. entermg by those means,’ and a round

. wooden_hat renders everythmg secure Wlth his

“row of spears- and ‘a’ spare paddle lymg on. deck
in a’ neat’ little rack ready to _his hand, the Innuit

will go to sea as long as he can force his 11tt1e craftl

agamst the breeze

At Good News Bay the mountams come down‘-

to ~the sea and are contmued for al Iong way to

7

““vhad to be cast adrlft mvanably fallmg a long Way,*'

w
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‘the souﬁ;rd till they terminate in ‘rh‘e-head]and‘
known as™Cape Newenham Thxs appeared to be -

an ugly™piece of coast for an open canoe, and I was
rather pleased to find our pilots headmg for the end

' ~of the bay, where a large vxllage stands at the._

. mouth of ‘a river, whose course we Were now tof-

follow For. two days we. pushed up this nverj-,
polmg, towing, and wadmg in water that was"»
already begmmng to feel told through a- dry roll-,

ing country with mountains of some elevation, - till

. it became, merely a deep little ditch, jn some, places

'too narrow for ‘the canoe When we ‘could follow .
it no longer we began to abuse Moses for brmgmg__
us the wrong way, but he was qmte equal to the .
occasion, - and takmg hxs kayak on his shoulders"

stalked off towards & grassy rldg&that lay rxght‘

) ahead, maklng signs for us to. do the same.. About

.a mile away we found a httle lake, but we had to
cross the portage twrce to brmg everythmg over.
Aaron of course was not- much use here, but i in spite
of being crrppled he aIways managed to carry over
a light load I took plty on him the first time and

cat‘rled his kayak over for hlm but never offered to

do so again. . The only way to carry one of these

canoes is to put your head right inside  the hatch
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.and let’ her rest’ bottom up on your shoulders?; but ‘

‘ there is such a frxghtful stench of seal oil and rotten

fish 1n51de every kayak that was ever built, that one

experlence of a portage a mlle in length Is qmte_

sufﬁcnent L Y

We made altogether ﬁve portages in passing

, A-’through a cham of ]akes, and finally dropped on to

‘another httle dltCh drammg towards the south west o
.During thxs part ‘of our -journey’ Wood was very
_scarce ; 1n fact we had once or. twice some dtfﬁculty '

in gettmg fire. enough to b011 a kettle. A blg camp ‘

" fire at mght was qu1te out of the questxon and we .

began to feel the want of blankets a@itter cloth-

_ing, as there was always a sharp frost on clear’>
mghts and the ear]y mornmgs were - wretchedly.
cold The stream. we now had to follow was

merely a repetition of the ]ast but with-the advant- '
age of the faxr current “the navxgatlon was - much‘,
easier, and early on thq third day- after leavmg salt

water we reached a compa\txvely large river enter-.“‘

ing the Behrmg Sea, well to the eastward of Cape N

'Newenham At the Junctlon “of the. streams we

met a party of Inmnts who were bound for-a

_cariboo hunt in a range of mountams aJready in -~

sight to the northward
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as we had grown careless of the future, and our

pllots could usually spear salmon enough for present
use. - But just now they were at fault, and no wild-

fowl were to be found up these little rivers, so we

had to apply to the strangers, who produced a raw-

hide net which they stretched across a small slough,

Some little dtfﬁculty here arose about prov;stons -

with the pleasmg result that thlrty clean run sea-

' trout with an average weight of three- pounds were

~ hrought ashore in- five ‘minutes, and an unexpected

dinner was provided for all hands.
At the mouth of the: rxverﬂhlch we reached at

sufficient to last us for several day‘s .~ The exxstence_

of ‘this fresh-water route had been a splendid thmg

for us, as dunng the three. days that we had been

travellmg a]ong the rivers a strong wind was. blow-

.ing on the ‘coast, and we should probably havé been

lymg on' the beach all’ the time unable to travel.
Cape Newenham a long pro_;ectmg headland with™a’

' strong | tide race is one of the roughest places 'on the

_ mghtfall——there is another mllage where we had no
: dlfﬁculty in tradmg tobacco for“a, suppIy of salmon

Ead'

Behnrg Sea, and there-is said to be a long contin- -

‘uous stretch of high cliffs on whxch no Iandmg can

'

‘_be made: If. we had not come across our faithfyl -




' vcrest of a breaki

ON SALT WATER =~ -~ . 269

-Moses and Aaron we could only have blun&ered,_

on along the coast and trusted to luck in: getting

round safely, as it would be impossible for a stranger

to follow the inland route by hxmself even if he
knew of its existence. -

Below the vnllage isa large estuary, and from its
lower end a narrow rocky channel leads through the
surf into the open sea. This musrj be a dangerous
spgz for any kind of boat with a. strong ‘onshore

‘wind, as we - found some trouble in dodgmg the

‘broken water when we crossed the bar in a dead

" calm, with an ebb tide meeting the least perceptxb]e'

ground-swell. In the ofﬁng he the ‘high’ cliffs of

Hagemelsters Island, a noted place for bear accord-

ing to our guxdes, but time _was valuab]e and the :

width of the mtervenmg channel would have caused

unnecessary risk to our frail vessel. ‘On this. same "
evenmg we were caught in a breeze, and bemg»‘""
unable to keep the sea were forced to run ashore'

through rather heavy breakers, which nearly caused' -

P

fe

i ashore withou sthpmg a drop ‘of water, they

A total Wreck\and though the little kayaks came
seemed to be u\some danger of rolling over on the -

‘ the cargo dry, b;)‘t the sea was- too much for us- and

g wave. We did our best to land

e
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nearly everythmg in the canoe -was soaked The
,poor Kodak camera, which up il now had been very -

o lucky in keeping out of trouble, had to sw1m for_
Nodts life, and all the photographs of the sea coast and’ »
< its mhabrtants were utterly rumed In the ‘morn- T
ing a recurrence of the chsa,ster was only avorded
by wadmg out.. the canoe through surf up to our -,
- waists and clrmbmg in" one ata. time when we got
outside the breakers a-bad begmmng to a long, cold “-‘ .
“day’s’ Journey About 10 miles: aWay in. a straxght L
Yine Jlay the; pomt of- Tog1ak Bay, which we had’ to'_' '
" _round, but the wmd was too strong to-try the cross-
ing, and even in sertmg the land’ we found the sea’
u qurte heavy enough. At the head of the bay a-

.large stredm, the Toglak comes in from the east-

" -ward, and at its mouth the ebb t1de meeting a heavy

‘swell ' made. a confused broken sea on the shoalﬂ-
ground Here we agam shlpped a- good deal of -
- water and had to- bale out several times ; but once .

. across the mouth of the river there was ‘a- Tittle

shelter close to the land ‘and w1thout further trouble

. we arrrved at the wretched httle hut Whlch does’
d'duty for a tradmg post bu1lt close to the extrem1ty~ |

_of the pomt.. A drearry, mhospltab}e p]ace it seemed

as we'saw it, in wind_and rain. Not a soul ‘was to.

’ @

—
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: 'be found, as the trader was avray, _and' altﬁougl‘a‘ we
~could see an abundance ?f flour and other’ good
"thmgs through the w1ndow of the stare, there was

: no. chance of gettmg at them except by force. By - '
'peefmg through a crack in the boards of the dwef .
ing house we could -catcha glimpse of a neat’ httle ‘

pair of shoes, standing side by side on the’ floor,

| - wjth very- high heels in the .middle of the soles,

such as can’ be seen in. great numbers pattering .
along Kearny Street on-any ﬁne aftemoon So"'A:
~ perhaps; the trader of Togiak leads a less -dreary

" life than the natural su_rroundmg_s of his habitation "~ ;

" might. suggest. We were not sufficiently hard up

- for’ anythxng to feel Justxﬁed in helping -ourselves,
E so .we’ pxtched our” lodge and ate :salmon “and
-‘ptarmxgan contentedly, while we. walted for the

. strong south- west wind and heavy sea to moderate

o enough to enable us to leave the shelter of the bay.

“The ‘camp- fire was supphed by driftwood, but there

. was . Stlll a total absence of standmo tlmber andl-

fthe willow bushes seemed even more stunted here
) .than in other parts of the tundra.

Ptarmlgan were very plenuful and were b.egmrung

f o band up into blg packs, as is always their habit

t' when autumn approaches Geese were often seen

ARttt s o i et




. 'A_a small - vanety of the ground hog or siffleur. -

oy
e

272 THRo'U_G'H THE SUBA'RCTvaFOREST

in large numbers but were not easdy approached

except on the muddy flats at the mouths of the -

_rivers, Of the sea - brrds the most conspxcuous on

this part of the coast were the cormorants, gul]s

‘guillemots, puffins, auks, dlvers scoters, and eider

ducks.

_',the red. and Arctic fox _the mmk the musk rat and .

None
of the -_]arger ‘animals seem to come outvto the sea

"coast The only tracks we saw were those of an

voccasmnal ‘bear on the sand bars of some’ of the

-

>small rivers aléng which we travelled

The only small animals' we noticed were
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one . VoY.AGE.-To @UNALA.SKA L
sea 1. - :
A gale of wmd—Karlukuk Bay—Inland navigation again—Wood Ruer-—Th%

schooner, her’ sklpper and crew of many nanons—Ounalaska—-—Home“a.rd e
‘he ’ - bound in the ’Fnsco steamer : . ‘ ‘ o

‘an

‘THE wind freshened up into -a gale w1th contlnual
' raln, and two days were lost at Togiak on account
) of bad weather On the thlrd day, although it was.r S
‘a bright calm morning when we started we were

- sharply remmded that our canoe was not the right = = = T

r

-sort of, vessel in which to attempt a coastmg voyage. SR
J  on. the Behring’ Sea The shore here changes its _ o .
1 appearance,. and’ mstead of the low sandy or gravelly o ERRA
beaches on thch a landing can always be. made |
-with safety to life in case of necessity, 'Ieng sfretehés
of. rocky bluffs begin to appear, precludmg all hope
for the occupants of any boat not seaworthy enough

e T

.to keep an ofﬁng As we were passing one of

these bluffs, a sudden squall from the Westwatd' : ,

e
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rufﬂea up the long ground- swell into a dangerousf_'
sea, and for some time it was doubtful whether we
could keepthe canoe sufficiently clear of water to
round the next point in safety To turn back and
run, w1th the sea seemed o offer 2 worse chance
‘than pushmg on, as the distance to run was much '
greater and if the squall continued it was only a
" question of a.few minutes till one of the short steep
" waves would ‘break on board a’nd‘render the canoe
' u‘nrnanageable: even if thére was. not Weigh‘t enongn :
-in  the cargo to ‘make her sink at once. The‘
Layaks stayed by us, and the Innu1ts gave us
much advice that was no doubt well meant but
utterly unmtelhglble They were ev1dent1y greatly ,
.alarmed for our safety, and could have done nothmg
to help,us in case of dlsaster. There was one little -
bight just- under the pitch of the heac.llwhere it

" might have been ‘i)ossib'le for .an active man to

- climb the chff if he were lucLy enough to escape.

‘damage in the surf, and I had serious thoughts of .

trying it, although.of course it meant total destruc-
tion of canoe and cargo, but a few mo're*minutes"'
struggle, with some desperate plunO'es into the head -
“seas, took us’ round. the point in safety, and to

everybody’s relief a successful landing was made on .
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VOYAGE TO OUNALASKA

a. sheltered. g'rav‘ell'y‘. beacl’i * 'We were only just in
time, as the wind freshened- up to the force of - a

whole gale, whlch blew w1th unabate& v1olenl3e for o

two “days -and mghts, accompamed by heavy. rain-

storms. The canoe, pr_opped up on her side, gave
_us a little shelter, but there was no driftwood to be

found; and time. hung heavily during the enforced

delay There was stxll a long ugly piecé of coast
. ahead ‘of us, but when the weather once moder—
ated-it continued fine ‘until We had rounded the;
headland formmg the ‘west entrance to Kai‘lukuk
Bay, when the most penlous part of our journey.
was eafely over. . We paddled our best on this

occasxon, as everybod) was ~.anx1ous to,avo1d any

recurrence of our experience after leaving Togiak.

At the head of Karlukuk Bay is another village,

_ where our- guides héld a' long interview with

' themhablta_nts as to the best way of reachmg

Nushagak. Moses and Aaron had’ come to the’
end of thelr local knowledcre, but still kept up their -

interest in us, and would not-hear of our employmg

another pilot. They insisted too on ‘acting as

' interpreters ‘between the strangers and ourselves,

and took great pride in showing their countrymen
how well they could talk to a white man. It turned

-
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“out that another stretch aof - inland navigatiOn was
‘available, a smooth water route by which Cape
Constantine—a promontory prOJectxng far out mto

| Bristol Bay—n‘ught be. altogether avoided.

Startmg from the- village at low Water, we. carried

_the ﬁood tide up the ‘innumerable windings rOf a -
river entering the head of the bay. ""At the end of
. the tidal water the land rises qulckly, and of course
a strong clirrent was et with at. once. Shortly .
_ above thIS point two or three small swampy lakes
C lie in the course of the stream,’ ‘and here the salmon

-were rottmg m thousands, some dead and’ some

. making . thelr last struggle, unable to' ascend the
stream hlgher and apparently umv1111ng to turn

* thetr heads down’ stream to the salt: Water Several

portages frorn like to lake occupled a 0‘ood deal of -

~and entered a sheet of water 8 ‘miles in length

lymg south west. and north east, drained by a
"s‘trear_n flowing :\\towards the Bay. of Nushagak.ilf

_ Spruce -timber now hegan to-show up frequently

(the ﬁrst we had seen since leaving the Kuskokvzm)

“and mcreased in size as we ran down stream A‘

few mlles down 1s a second lake about 4 mlles in

en

By ‘time, "but by noon on the second day out from ‘
‘Karlukuk we had crossed the last\helght of land
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ength a very pretty stretch of water well wooded'

b' on allssxdes, and plentlfully supphed with ﬁsh CAr

an Innuit. camp the drymg-stages were - loaded w;th

" salmon of a much better quahty than usual, be51des

a large stock of trout. and whitefish. An old man, .

w1th a little Russxan blood in his veins, and two

o good lookmcr daughters, keeps a small trading post’

at the north end of the lake,. Where ‘he is looked

upon with great respect as the representatwe of the . :

'powerful Alaska Commercxal Company Hxs whole

- stock consists of a few pounds of tea and tobacco -

but he ev1dently makes the most of these. com-

modities, . judging by the pxle of - furs that was.

 stacked- up in one corner of his underground house .

Where he entertamed us at a salmon feast.

The furs traded by the Innuits on this. part of

(the coast are not of much value, bemg chxeﬂy'

musk-rat, skins and red foxes of poor quahty ' The

beaver skms are very: good but these anlmals are

" not numerous and the hunter has a long journey to

make 1nto the 1nterzor before he can expect to, maLe

a successful hunt

- On Ieavmg the lake, the river, which is locally -
known as: Wood Rtver, is at ﬁrst ‘a succession of -

-"small rocky raplds but the navxganon is perfectly‘

SRR

1
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easy Fxfteen milés below the lake tidal water is’
of the- streami is exasperatlngly crooked, while the -,

ﬁtable to camp - and wait for high water than to
' waste labour by paddlmg against the, tlde
At last we reached the open’ sea and secured al»

local gu1de from a v1llage at the mouth of the river,

as the'wedther was foggy, and our own pxlots had

our last camp on the gravelly beach, of the ‘bay,

«»_"a schooner came beating; down -the river which
» :here enters Nushagak Bay, and we -at -once recog-
. nlsed ‘the vessel that had passed us on the Kus-

'bound for sea but. lucklly stranded ‘on a sand bar,

and we Were able to commumcate thh her before

time to examine the settlement, but it is doubtless -

canneries ‘on the river, and durmg the fishing

'~ 'season arnvals and departures of vessels connected

reached and from this point to the bay the course

flood rushes up with such force that it is more pro—,

‘_no ‘knowledge  of what lay ahead. . After a lxttle,‘{-,
itrouble W1th the broken water on the bar we made )

“and, the followmg morning reached Nushagak in

‘ good time. = As we paddled up to the tradmg post, - -

‘kol\vun nearly a month ago. She was ev1dently’

' the. txde rose sufﬁc:ently to ﬂoat her off. I had no:. a

T a place of some 1mportance, as there are several
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with the salmon trade are"common'eventS' But

by this ‘time (18th September)—the canneries were -

jall closed and the summers catch was well on -its.

"Way to~. San Francrsco. It was. by the merest -~

chance that we. caught the schooner, and 1f we had
reached- the post a few hours later, we. should have
had several hundred miles farther—to—padd*l& with

j"some open sea work, besxdes the long fresh wateri

route by which' the Alaskan Penmsula may be . -

crossed to Katma1 At Katmal we should prob-

: ;..ably have been no better. off than - ‘at Nushagak

~as commumcatxon with the south would certamly
- have been closed long before we could’ have reached B

_that point. . Our. expertence in coastmg along the '-

Behring Sea had shown us that as long as we’ were - _
travelling on the salt. water delays af nothmg
-worse,. would be of. frequent occurrence. Oof the.
twenty-ﬁve days that had been spent on the pas-, -
sage from Kuskokvim Mlssxon to. Nushagak when -
half the _]ourney lay. through fresh water, no less
than ‘nine whole da)s had been wasted in waltmg ;

" for . Wmd and sea to moderate Asthe winter

Aapproached ‘the storms would most 11Lely 1ncrease -

" in duratlon and severlty, so that there was’ every R

Po,ssxbxhty of our being caught' by the snow before .

S
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D . A}

we' reeched" ’ Katm'éil. The schooner bound*for

" Ounalaska was to0 good a chance to.miss, so I at
“once 1nterv1ewed the captain, ‘with the view of a
: obtam,mg a passage by. hxs vessel I found him

~very full of a wonderful reformatlon in his own

character whlch had just been brought about by'

“the mxsswnary at Nushagak o1 left. Frxsco in .

May,“ he told me before I had been on-board ﬁvev'_

'mmutes “a roaring, godless smner the same as -

always was, but that’s all changed now, and I am
a new man,” That his conversion was real there -
can be no doubt, as he conﬁned his roarmg to the

singing of Methodlst hymns all the way to Oun-t

‘alaska, and only showed symptoms of godlessness o

,1[n moments of sudden exc1tement. The missionary

deserves full credit . for this, and it is-a. pxty he

,-c_ould not have kept the worthy skipper long
" enough to teach him the rudiments of charity and

goodwill towards_his fellow.-‘lmen.' . It proved no

‘easy matter to get.a passage in the reformed” man"s'

schooner, as he had no mtentlon of helpmg stran-

gers out of the country merely as an act of charity,

- and. we were most unlikely-looking abjects: from
" whom to .obtain the exorbltant number of dollars‘

<wh1ch he demanded for our. passage to Ounalaska.
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lThe companys agent at Nushagak knew nothmg‘ o

about mie, and as far as-he was concerned we had
~ done remarkably well in being able to pay off our

Innuxt guldes at his store, leaving a. very few. grains

~of gold dust in our treasury. A~ compromise with

 the captain was ‘at length struck. He held an

examination of all our persona.l effects, and came : .
" to the concluslon that they were of sufficient value
to. ‘cover the ‘price of our possafge to Ounalaska.
-On arr1val there, if none 'of the Alaska; Commermal ‘

ACompanys ofﬁcxals would guarantee my. respect-'

‘ ablllty, the captain was to take over my possessions

-and put us- ashore. If, howe‘ver"I sho'uld prove to

be more solvent than he expectedf at “present, ] was

~to have the optxon of continuing the voyage to-San . -

Francxsco in the schooner at another exorbitant

7rate in case the last steamer had already left for'

a

the south.

‘We padc_llod alongside in a heavy rainstorm, and

. hoisted the canoe and cargo on board. Moses and

Aaron came off in their kayaks to see the last of us, L
~.and "r'ecei\'réd'more‘ treasures of dirty clothes and-
,v_voxfn out knives, axes, and ketflos .ihar; 'they‘ had
ever seen before in theirl‘i\.fes. “Our long journey

was pra(':tically over, although ‘there were ‘still 400 _ '

N
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miles to be covered before we reached Ounalaska;‘ .

But _the ethod of travellmg was changed; a E

strong . wmd which might have obliged us to camp - -

a _day or. two ‘before, would now bé welcome enough .

and in thxs ramy sea: the cabin afforded many -
. comforts that were notxceably wantmg on the -
beach. - The schooner was one: of those mystenous
. crafts that cruise - in lonely waters without any

osten51b1e busmess-——a flat- bottomed centre-board ’

'scow, utterly ufifit torwork off a leeshore or to make o
. awpassage “to- wmdward in a seaway‘ I dxd not

like to - mqmre too closely into the purposes of

her voyage, and of course éould only gueSSr at the .

sklppers reasons for spendmg a long summer . -

among the natives of the northern seaboardx The

v whole visible return' cargo consisted "of ﬁfteen hve»ik

remdeer'and a-couple of Arctlc foxes The crew

‘were a strange mixture of human. bemgs - The :

- mate had ‘begun life behind a counter in Glasgow

but was now -Amencam_sedumto .the, worst type of _‘
blov&-haxld. an‘tifB'riton. A He had commi’ttedy eorne _
breach of diselipli.ne,"Whieh bxn-{xst‘ have been fairly
slack in such a ship;. and had been put in irons for .

a. week or two till- the cook . refused to carry him
" his meals any Ionge;. When 1 met him at

IS
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"Nushagak He was under orders from the captam to_
consider hunself m 1rons for the rest of the voyage.
This' seemed to suit him exactly, as ‘he kept no.'

L -whatch at, mght and played cnbbage wnth the ha]f- '

‘ breedsall day R . ‘4
' There ‘were. two deck hands one a falr-hmred ‘

v' Norseman of 6'ft. 4in., who wouid bave looked more .

~in place hurlmg spears “from’ a wkmg Shlp than .

: steermg a rotten ﬁat bottomed Amerlcan schooner

and a -good little Scotchman who had served a

- rough apprentxceshlp in an’.east-coast herrmg boat.

The cook was a fat German who' talked a good‘
' deal about beer and was always ready to leave hxs
pots and’ pans to- “shout ‘advice as. to the navxga-‘ |
tlon_,of the shxp., Yet thxs schooner had made.'
" a ‘Ion‘g,su‘mmer’s cruise, from ban,vFran.cxs‘c_o to
~ the Siberian 'sh‘ore."of the - Behritig Sea, always

escapmg damage from the numerous shoals on

whxch she grounded and evehtua]ly vreachmg Lo

San F ranc:sco safe]y, late in the. autumn ,

The voyage to Ounalaska was ‘made in seven“
days thhout any unusual incident : for two days_
. we dnfted in a fog off Cape Constantme and for
‘the saine. length of time beat agamst a head wind and
Then the wind

. 'sea, w_1thout g_almvng any distante. .
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came fair “out’ of antol Bay, and the. schooner

~ wallowed along under ‘the high volcanoes of the

- Alaskan Pemnsula ‘and the outlying chain of the

Aleutian Islands, with the sails wing ‘and wing, the |

pumps working at intervals, and the captain, roaring.

. for™ Beulahland " & in the cabm instead of lookmg :

N after. “his navrgatnon When ‘we had run - our

dlstance there was some leﬁcu Ity -in’ ﬁndmg the
ent«rance to Ounalaska harbour as the gray clouds "
hung over the land, and only the foot: of the Iong
line of chff was vxsxble A day was- lost in standlng o
* off and on waiting for clearer weather to enter the
bay. We saw a. good many fur-seals on this- day,’

and could have  made a- successfu] hunt, but our. -

i czptam ‘had enough on ‘his conscrence ah'eady, and

~ would, not take any . extra risk of losmg his shlp

by conﬁscati’on for havmg seal-skms aboard when’

schooners engaged in- the busmess “were .béing

,selzed on’ smrht by the ever- watchful Amerlcan

CTUISCI‘S

At the o.fﬁee of the Alaska Commercial C‘ofnpany

. 1 was able to pay off the’ skipper, as ‘my letters of

credit had arriVed a couple "of months “before. A :

‘steamer was expected down from St Michael’s i

a week’s : time, and would sail at once for San’




Fram:xsco s0 we deserted the schooner, as there

- wasno object in contmumg our rather uncomfort-

~able voyage- o ' v
Ounalaska has for many years been a place -of

some 1mportance, as besides ‘being the northern

headquarters of the Alaska Commercxal Company,'

it hes dxrectly in the track -of whalers bound for

Pomt Barro;i and the Arctlc Sea + Since " the
begmnmg of the Behrmg Sea dispute; Ounalaska

'h become the . rendezvous f'or Brmsh and‘»

Amerlcan ships engagéd in patrol work to watch

the movernents of the sealing - schooners and carry

out ‘the terms of arbitration. Recently a new

company has. started up in oppos:tlon to the
Alaska Commercxal Company, with Iarge buildings

at - Dutch Harbour, within a couple of miles of -

Ounalaska and - coal depo{s for “supplying the

gun boats ‘have ‘been established. ~ A fortmghtly‘

mall service to, Sitka brmgs the- settlement a little

‘ nearer to- cwrhsatlon durmg the summer ‘moriths,

but in winter communi.cation is altogether cut off.

was lying in Dutch Harbour When we arnved -and

~ her ofﬁce.rs were. always ready for duck-shooting

-and fishing -expeditions, . so that time passéd’

VOYAGE 70 OUNALASKA“.‘. ST

PR

_The United  States Revenue cruiser Bear.
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pleasantly enough :ti'll the middle of October, whén

. the steamer from the north came in. After a lr_‘mg~
:stormy passage on-the North Pacific; with a call at
- Kodiak; we ﬁnally landed at Nanalmo the “coal

o mxnmg town on Vancouver Island at the end’ of the

month, and my crew lmmedlately took the ‘train for -

their homes in Mamtoba They had ,,behaved' -
wonderfully well durmg the whole trip, and proved_-'
reliable from start to finish, ready in emergency,
‘and very little mclmed t6 grumble: ThlS is all thenmzaz

“more creditable as they-had never trav-elled on salt

‘water before, and knew nothmg of tides and storms

and breakmg seas; but they- took everythmg as it

came without- remark, and waited for an explana—

tlon of ‘these’ strange things till the- days travel

was over and a fire of drlftwood lit up . the surf

that for ever plupges on the shmgle beaches of the

Behrmg Sea.

i o 2 n b~
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APPENDIX-

~ A List “OF GEOLOGICAL SPEcxME'Ns COLLECTED BY MRr.
WARBURTON PIKE NEAR . THE HEAD- WATERS OF THE
PELLY. RIVER.

Professor George M. Dawson, Director of the Gcologlcal Suney of Canadn, -
’ -has been good enough to arrange the collectxonr )

-

Four specrmens from low foot hrlls formmg west side of S

val]ey of Yus-ez-uh. 4th May. . .
Gray ﬁne-gramed cherty conglomerate, th!‘l greenxsh .
quartz, a;pparent]y forming veins. : '
2. Two specimens from . bluﬂ' 10 mlles up Yus ez- uh
6th May. FET S ‘ S
Black slaty argillite. ST
3- Two specimens dnft from rocky bar at outlet of. Macpherson
Lake. 8th May : - :
Assocxatlon of quartz and calcxte the former runnmg
through the latter in narrow ‘ribs. vadently from
a vein. ' ) '

4. Four specimen rocks from bluff formmg cafion on stream L

flowing towards the foot of Macpherson Lake - from_
. west, about 3 miles up. 16th May.

RIS

" Gray- green schlst and ﬁne—gramed gray Irmestone
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5.~ Four specimen rocks from same spot. ‘1oth May,

g - Gray ﬁne-grained.‘limestong and glossy gray schist. ‘
W 6..One specimen: from exposure on - small hill on south side .
,“%i_" : : . same dreek, ‘5 miles up and half a mile’ back “from .
A o creek. . 11th May, e R T
T S _ | .~ Ferruginous and calcareous sandstone. - '
[ - 7. Two 'sbeciri_:ens f;_'dm bluff on south side same lcreek, 8 Y
S ' miles on the portage. Izth May. . ' -
‘Gr;:iy ébars.e-gfained quartzite. _
; LT s Three specimens from mountain across same creek, on
* o B portage 10 4m‘il'e's in, forming“,west 'ép'u; Too-i_’sho '
- range. 12th May. ~ o o R
- ’ - Gray granite, containing both hornblende and mica,
o3 S " also pieces of small white quartz veins, -
L 9. Two specimens drift from south shore of main Pelly Lake, . -
- 6th May.. =~ . o '

These are worn pebbles, . One of dolomite and
- quartz, interpenetratjng.' The other a fine-grained
) “red and greenish rock, prbbably an argillite,
- 10. Two spécimens from, €xposure on side of low mountaji; on
“south side Pelly River, 2 miles above lake. 15th May:
Fine-graiqed highly ferr}xginous sandstoné, _appateritly
© associated with dark argillite. -Also a rounded
pebble of fine-grained greenish felspathic rock,
. 11. Three specimens from ‘track, east end -of Pelly Lake.
' 23rd May. " . D o
: Ffagn‘ments of rusty quartz and of quartz impljeénated ;
_ -+ with a'little green ferriferous dolomite. o
12. One specimen from same spot. _
' Fine-grained blue-gray limestone, ~with interbedded - -
gray calcareous  argillite. A -pebble irregularly

. ‘weathéred. .
- 13. Two specimens from "exposure on conical hill, half a mile. . !
_from west end of 'As'econ”d Iake.' ~25th May: e




“14.

15.

16

Iy.

18

19.

- 20,

21,

22,

- Two specimens from bluff on small lake to south of same. )

APPENDIX I

, / Glfeén-gray quartzite-liké rock. Fine
somewhat felspathic, L

Ofe specimen from cafion, 18 miles above Pelly Lake, on

“south side river, 27th May,

Pale greenish-gray qdart?ite, .rwith"SCBist‘ of ,sa_m_e"

. =
colour,

Two specimens from north side, same cafion. 27th May.
’ ‘Light gray fc'typtoc:ystallir'xe',quartz ; carr'yin_g Ppyrite,
* Found on assay to contain neither gold nor silver,
One specimen from bar 15 miles _ above Pelly Lake, -

27th May. , , S o
A pUrplish fine-grained bedded rock, of which some

“layers--are highly calcareous and some siliceous. -

' The weathering out -of the caledreous layers has
given the fragmént'_a'form somewhat resembling
-~ that of a bone. . ‘ e

Two specimens from bluff 15 miies above Pelly. Boulders

Purplish, slaty argillite,

- of similar rock scattered over the hills. z75th May. ,

- 28th May. - S o
~ Gray glossy schist, appargntly felspathic.. _ .
Two specimens from hill north side of same, 28th May.

One specimen from hill, west’ end secohd ‘Pelly Lake.; .

" Finely bedded blaékish argillite schist, also a fine. =

' grained’ felspathic rock.

' »‘29th May. S ‘ S
. Gray Quartzite, ferruginous .and slightly 'calceii'eods._
- White quartz veins, - o

Two‘ _specimens - from ~caﬁon".‘_abq\_r‘e:'-third Pelly Lake. |, .

6th Jupe.. . S
‘ Gféen—g;ay‘- glossy schist.

>Ovne specimen from bluff near soufce:- of. Pelly. 7th June. -

-Gray gIdssySchist. L
‘ U

289,
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- . _ . o R ‘ ‘ 3
26, Four specimens. from bluff, north side of main lake, one . 5 ’
. mile from outlet.” 17th June. S R g

: "372. Seven specimens from rapids. 35 r'niles‘be;l,gw Pelly Lakes,

23. Eight specifnens fiom ‘r'nountain side at source. of Pelly. " -
. 8th June. _ R -
" Fine quartzose 'congl’omera't‘éﬁ and -slightly schistose
| quartzites, composed of ‘granitic debris.  Small
~* quartz veins.  Also gray calcareous schist and gray
limestone associated with schist. o
:24. Three _specin1éhs from' heap showiﬁg fhrough.svi-amp near
: - source of Pelly. gth June. . - )
" Iron ochre, highly calcare
_a gossan. o B
25. Two specimens from Pelly above third lake: o
' . Dark blue-gray fine grained limestone, also a piece of )
" ferruginous quartsite with small quartz veins cutting

OUS, porous structure, perhaps

Fine-grained gray cale-schist. S
. 27,28, 29, 30, 31. Col‘lect_éii' from'r;umt:rous bluffs along cafion
’ . of Pelly, below' the chain of lakes; and after junction
with large streams coming in from northward during the
. day’s run of 30 miles, 22nd"June. S
 '27. Black slaty argillite, B .
+28. White cleavable - calcite, with finute fissures
holding compact limonite (var. glaskopf). © *
. 29. Black sIatjr arg‘illfté, slightly calcareous, small
) © quartz veins. e .
30. Hard "ferri;gipous sandstone, - Gray where un- ‘
'weat,hered;v‘, : Lo I
31. Green impure (sa‘ndy)l limestone, s_orﬁetim_es~
- dolomite. Veinlets of calcite and dolomite.

. Slate in .greatest".propoktion. '23rd" June, 0 ‘
' Gray and blackish ‘schist, very - slightly calcareous, -
. holdipg numerous small cubial pyrites crystals,
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. Also a ﬁne conglomerate chxeﬂy composed of gray‘ .
chert fragments. )
33 F our specimens from bluff 3 rmles below rapxd. -26th ]une ;
"- Fine-grained greenstone (Diabase?) also a ﬁne-gramed.
' associatiq‘n- of quartz and dolortiite,; evidently frb'm'a '
7 vein. ‘
34 Two specimens from large bluff south s1de of Pelly .
28th June. .
‘White quartz with. iron stains. o ‘ :
35.. Two specxmens from dry .cafion entenng Pelly from
mnorthward.. '28th June. . ‘ :
~ An assocumon of white sub-translucent to opaque
quartz, wu:h bnght gregn chromlferons serpentme, '

The specimens collected by Mr. Warburton Plke, about ‘the
‘head-waters of the Pelly Rlver, include no fossils of - any descnp—
: txon, nor, are they accompamed by any notes on the strike or dip .
of the beds from which they were obtmned. The locality of
each is, however marked upon a rough sketch ‘map of hxs route,
.supphed by Mr. Pike. :

' thhologlcally, they are somewha.t vaned, and are evxdently
denved from a reglon of consxderable disturbance .in- ‘which no
oné rock is contmuously represented over any. consxderable area.

Generally speaking, they do not differ much from ‘the series of

rocks met with and described in my .report! on. the Yukon'
: dxstnct, as occurring ‘on ad]acent pa.rts of the Frances vaer and -
Lake and the Pelly River. “They. appear to show the conttnua-
. tion'of & similar assocxatlon of stratified formations throughout
the new country traversed by Mr. Pike in 1892 ,
Unfortunate]y, the geo]oglcal examination of all thls pa:t of " )
the Yukon district has, so far, been" irisufficient to: estabhsh the
normaI succession of formatlons in it, arid the clue which- mlght

1 Geoloezml S'un,vy flf Cmmda, HAnnual A’(/’or/ ‘New ‘Series, vol. iii,
x887 -&8.° . . . - N
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~ otherwise be established to the age of the rock “series by means

- .Bow River series) to. the Carboniferous (Cache Creek formation),

while it is not impossible that some of the less altered argillites,

. ..rete.) are even referable to the Mesozoic.

" *The rocks w_hféh resemble most clearly those of the Cambrian

of British Columbia come from' the vicinity of the source of the
- branch - of the Pelly particularly ‘explored by M. Pike. . No

Tertiary-stratified rocks or b"asalts,,syuch‘ as those found in some

. other. parts of the Yuloén district occur among. the specimens.

_ The only granitic mass represented appears to be - that met with -~

‘ o - . in mountains on the east side of the Yus-ezuh River, and itis .
;

: notable that the'granites of the Too-Tsho Range (see report a;lreadyv ~
R . - referred ;o} thus seem to be discon;tihudus to the northward. " :
’ > The structure of all this horthern part of “ghe.CordiHe;ap belt
b . appears to be ‘singulax:Iy ‘ifi_r;_:gulal_-, and it may be a Iong't_img before

by Mr. Pike, however, evidently ‘;’;t;t'ache's to the northern ‘con-

an almost uninterrupted-eastern ‘border to the, Cord

3

"Mr. Pike’s furthest point in that direction, The intervening tract
is” entirely m‘;know,:_ both geogr‘,aphicz_iﬂy and geologiéal]ir. .

IR

- ‘GEORGE M. DAWSON. .

. of the lithological character of the specimens is thus very slight. .
It is probable, however, that the specimens represent series of rocks
-~ - ranging in age from the Cambrian (Selkirk, Castle Mountain, and -

‘it can be gedlbgical!y,examine’d in detgil.‘ ' T_hé region traversed -

tinuation of the Selkirk, Gold, and Cariboo mountains of British

* Columbia rather than to the massive and comparatively unaltered
limestone ranges of the Rocky Mountgins propei. These, from: -
‘ illera, and in -
the latitudes in which Mr. Pike’s exploration lay,. are represented ,

~ along the Macken%ie River some 150 miles to the eastward of .




A Lxsr OF PLANTS COLLECTED BY MR, WARBURTON PikE IN
C ALASKA AND THE" NORTH-VVEST TERRITORY OF CANADA

Cl‘a.ssxﬁed by the kind assistance of Dr. Thiselton Dyer.

_ Anem'one multxﬁda DC.
R - s 3 “var.
” Rxchardsom, Hook.
) - » - parviflora, M c/zx
- Ranunculus nivalis, Z., 'ar Eschscholtzu.
» . lapponicus, Z.. 7 ‘
Aqullegla brev1styla, Hook. ]
Aconitum Fxschen, Reick. : s
" Papaver alpinum, Z. S
* Arabis lyrata, Z. 7
e retrofracta Grakam.
-Barbarea vulgaris, R. Br '
Erysimum sp.
Viola ‘palustris, Z. ‘ ,
Silene acaulis, . . 7
»  Douglasii, Hook. o
Cerastium maximum, Z.
I * alpinum, Z.
L ‘_,Stellana longipes, Goldie.
- EAx-enanavarctxca, Stev.
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Arenarna (merckla) physodes, Estiz -

],mum perenne,. L.
,u_pmus nootkatensis, zar. borealis.+
- Astragalus alpinus,xl. .
., sp.
" Lambertn Purslz ?
Oxytropw splendens, Dougz '
9 sp.
' Hedysarum boteale, Nult
Dryas octopetala, Z. .

e ,,  Drumtondii, Hook.

- . e marn

Rubué‘c_hainaemorus, L

»  agcticus, Z. : J
Potentxl]a nivea, Z.
", ¢ * . near P. Fragariastrum.
” anserina, L
. . fruticosa, Z.
Rosa acich]arié, Lindl., var.
“Parnassia palustris, Z. o
Saxifraga tricuspidata, Rets. |
Ribes hudsonianum, Rk
F pxloblum latifolium, Z.
T angusnfohum L.

_ Bupleurum ‘ranunculoides, Z.
Cornus canadensis, ,L.’
Viburnum Opulus, Z.

Linnza borealis, Groz.

Galium boreale, Lo

Haplopappus ?

Aster 51bmcus, L.

Erigeron glaucus?

_» - glabellus, Vutt., var.
Arnica montana, Z.
Petasites palmata, Gray? )
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Senecm lugens, Rick.
Taraxacdm officinalis, We& 2ar.

" Campanula sp., near C. Scheuchzeri, Nill. '

Androsaée Chamajasme, Host.
Dodecatheon. media, £
Primula mistassinica, Michx. .
» - farinosa, Z. '
Pyrola"pni.ﬂora, L.
» - rotundifolia, Z

-Andf@meda polifolia,'
- Cassiope tetragon§ Don.
. Rhododendron lapponicum, £.

‘Vaccmxum uliginosum, Z.

’ czespxtosum Michx:

Gentlana campestns ?
* ., 'prostrata, Henke.

. Polemonium . hurmle Willd.

Phlox subulata, L.
Myosotis- alpestris, Le]zm P
'V[ertensm sibirica, Don.”

,Pentstemon cristatus, Nutt,

w confertus, Dougl., var. coeruIeo purpureus
Pcdlcufans sudetlca Wwilld.

. Utricularia mtermedxa, Hayne.

Pinguicula vulgaris, Z.

"Polygonum viviparum, Z.
"Allium Scheenoprasum, Z.

Tofieldia palustris,. /uds.
Calla palustris, Z. ’

- Zygadenus glaucus, /’Vutt

Cystopteris montana, Bernk.
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