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THE OTTAWA MALCONTENTS AND

THE ARCHBISHOP OF ONTARIO.

On Monday, March 25th, 1895, being the 33rd anniversary

of the Archbishop's consecration, the following address was pre-

sented to His Grace after Divine Service in the Cathedral,

Kingston, Ont. :

—

TO THE MOST REVKREND JOHN TRAVERS LEWIS,

D.D., D.C.I^., LORD ARCHBISHOP OF ONTARIO AND
METROPOLITAN OF CANADA :

May it please Your Grace :

To-day as you commemorate the thirty-third anniversary

of your consecration as Bishop of Ontario, your Clergy desire to

congratulate you most heartily upon having been spared to dis-

charge, for so exceptionally long a period, the duties of your

sacred office. Of those who were Bishops of the Anglican Com-

munion within the limits of the British Empire at the time of

your consecration, only one is now engaged in active work.

Your Grace has seen the number of your clergy grow from 55

to 135 ; of parishes, from 48 to 113 ; of congregations, from 91 to

281. Over 35,000 persons have received at your hands the

Apostolic Rite of Confirmation. Besides the spiritual growth

which these figures indicate, the material progress of the Church

in this Diocese under Your Grace's administration has been

equally marked, the number of Churches having increased from

70 to 230, and of parsonage houses from 19 to 84 ; while the

contributions to Diocesan Funds have steadily advanced from

year to year throughout this whole period.

But more gratifying than even this progress has been the

happy disappearance of party feeling in your Diocese and the

growing unity of spirit amongst clergy and laity as exemplified in

Synodical and Parochial work. For many years past all have

worked harmoniously together, sacrificing no principle but re-

cognizing the duty and the benefit of united action.
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It is a matter for deep regret that efforts have recently been

made to destroy this unity ; and we desire to express as strongly

as possible our disapproval and condemnation of the means em-

ployed to accomplish this end, namely, the misrepresentation of

your action in declining to be dictated to as to the terms upon

which you would accept candidates for holy orders ;
your offence

being that you yourself prescribe the conditions of acceptance

instead of allowing the applicant to do so. Your Grace's practice

is merely what every Bishop does, and must do if a Bishop is to

have any responsibility whatever regarding candidates for ordi-

nation. They must be accepted upon some conditions, and

these conditions surely are to be decided by the Bishop and not

by the candidate or his friends.

So far as our relations with Your Grace are concerned, there

is no need to assure you of our entire confidence in your justice,

impartiality, and liberahty of mind; but knowing how industriously

misrepresentations of your action are being circulated throughout

the Diocese, we feel that we, who know you best, ought to

declare ourselves.

With every good wish and prayer for your well-being, and

that of the Church under your care,

We remain, your faithful Clergy.

(Signed) G. A. Anderson, missionary, Tyendinaga.

G. S. Anderson, rector, Morrisburg.

F. W. Armstrong, rector, Trenton.

Robert Atkinson, missionary, Selby.

T. Bailey, rector, St. Barnabas', Ottawa.

E. H. M. Baker, rural dean, acting rector, Bath.

William John Bate, missionary, Loughboro.

George Ross Beamish, curate, St. George's Cathedral, Kingston.

E. \V. Beaven, Montreal.

Harold H. Bedford-Jones, Fellow of Trinity College, Toronto.

T. Bedford-Jones, LL.D., Archdeacon of Kingston, bishop's chaplain,

rector, St. Peter's, Brockville.

Henry Blucklock, curate, St. Thomas', Belleville.

Forster Bliss, rural dean, missionary, Eganville.

D. F. Bogert, redor, St. John's, Belleville.

J. J.
Bogert, bishop's chaplain, rural dean, rector, St. Alban's, Ottawa.

George Bousfield, missionary, Gloucester.

Joseph William Burke, canon, re<5lor, St. Thomas', Belleville.

W. W. Burton, missionary, Madoc.
W. B. Carey, bishop's chaplain, rural dean, rector, St. Paul's, Kingston.

^„ ^ ^ Chas. O. Carson, recftor, Stafford.
'•

', *V ...I- J-
Christie, rector. North Gower.

'
''..>' ' tJhas. B. Clarke, missionary, Osgoode and Russell.

<> i969 ; /CO
/ / -
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D'Arcy T. Clayton, missionary, Bearbrook.

Francis Codd, missionary, Franltford.

J.
H. H. Coleman, curate, St. James', Kingston.

Richard Coleman, missionary, Parham.

A. W. Cooke, rector, Cataraqui and St. Luke's, Kingston.

Edward Costigan, missionary, Queensborough.

Alf. H. Creeggan, missionary, Marysburg.

Samuel Daw, Westmeath.

W. Y. Daykin, missionary, Mattawa.

Frederick Thomas Dibb, missionary, Ernestown.
_

Rupert j. Dumbrillo, missionary, Crysler and Newmgton.

Archibald Elliott, reftor, Carleton Place.

Joseph Elliott, rector, North Augusta.

C. P. Emery, rector, Kemptville.

James Empringham, rector, Manotick.

J.
Fairburn, missionary, Petawawa.

John Fisher, missionary, Roslin.

Wm. Fleming, rector, Ashton.
, ^ , •

, ,

R. S. Forneri, rector, Adolphustown and Fredericksburg.

John W. Foster, rector, Ameliasburg.

J. W. Forsythe, rector and missionary, Oxford Mills.

C. A. French, rector, New Boyne and Lombardy.

Thomas Garrett, rector, St. Luke's, Ottawa,

Albert L. Geen, P.D., Belleville.

Thomas Godden, missionary, Shannonville.

J.
F. Gorman, rector, Grace Church, Ottawa.

William H. Green, missionary, Nepean.

George H. P. Grout, rector, Newboro.

George W. G. Grout, rural dean, rector, Elizabethtown.

S. D. Hague, missionary, Lanark.

John HaUiwell, StirUng. „ ,. , , r^,,„ ^
Edw. A. W. Hanington. rector, St. Bartholomew s, Ottawa.

C. M. Harris, missionary, Marmora. ^, , ^ n
R L M. Houston, rural dean, rector, Trinity Church, Cornwall.

C. J.
Hutton, rector, Christ Church. Belleville.

R. VV. Irvine, missionary, Calabogie and Griffith.

Arthur Jarvis, rector, Napanee.

J.
W. Jones, missionary, Westport.

R. N. lones, rectoi, Pakenham. ,-v • ^ /-u

J. S. Lauder, D.C.L., archdeacon of Ottawa, redtor, Christ Churcn.

Ottawa.
, ,^ ^ ,

Thomas Leech, missionary, Dungannon and Monteagle.

William Lewin, rector, Prescott.

Charles T. Lewis, missionary, Tweed.

W. T. Lipton. missionary. Wolfe Island.

T. H. Lloyd, missionary, Vankleek Hill.

E. Loucks, rural dean, rector, Picton.

Walter M. Loucks, curate, Christ Church, Ottawa.

George J.
Low, redior. Almonte.

C. F. Lowe, curate. Gananoque.

Alfred Wm. Mackay. curate, St. John's, Ottawa.

J. K. McMorine, rector. St. James', Kingston.

A. L. McTear. curate, Augusta.

W. Mercer, Franktown.

G. Metzler. missionary, Edwardsburg.
. • ^u u

Jacob J. S. Mountain, D.C.L.. D.D.. rector. Mountain Church.

Cornwall.



—4—

W. ]. Muckleston, rector, Perth.

A. C. Nesbitt, rural dean, rector. Smith s falls.

Frederic Newham. missionary. Winchester.
, .„

T H. Nimmo, M.l)., rector, Trmity Church, Brockviue.

Ilobert Orr, missionary. Beachburg.

Tohn Osborne, rector. Clayton and Innisville.

Herbert Bethune Pat:on. curate, Deseronto.

C B. Pettit, canon, Cornwall.

Edward Piclc. missionary. Fitzroy.

H Pollard, rural dean, redor, St. John s, Ottawa.

MontaKue G. Poole, rector, Williamsburg.

S Gower Poole, curate. Mountain Church Cornwall.

W M H. Quartermaine, missionary, Kentrew.

Robt W. Rayson, rector. All Saints'. Kingston.

WilUam RoVrTs^ -a^TSckville and Burritfs Rapids.

J^mes RoWnsoi!'missio;ary. Wellington and Gerow Gore.

^r:^JT^^S, SS^a.y, Clai^ndon and Palmerston.

Charles Saddington, rector. Richniond^
^,,^i:_ette

Robert W. Samwell, rector, Osnabruck and MouUnette.

E. Scammell, missionary. Pittsburg.

George Scantlebury, reftor. Huntley.

T R. Serson, missionary, Tamworth.

C E. Sills, missionary. Mountain.

Buxton B. Smith, dean of Ontario,

T. AustS'smith, missionary, Sharbot Lake and Maberly.

Tohn Peter Smitheman, Manotick.

Wm. Herbert Smythe, missionary, Stirling.

A. Spencer, canon, clerical secretary. Kingston.

Thomas Stanton, rural dean, rector, Deseronto.

L. B. Stephenson, missionary, Kitley.

Thomas J.
Stiles, rector, Iroquois.

W. H. Stiles, rector, March.

Stearne Tighe, rector, Amherst Islana.

RB Waterman, rectory and missionary, Franktown.

Arthur H. Whalley, rector. Bell's Corners

F Dealtrv Woodcock, missionary, Camden h,ast.

Clare L Worrell, professor R^M.C, rector, Barnefield.

William Wright, rector, Lansdowne Rear_

Chas. J.
Young, mi ionary. Lansdowne Front.

W. Moore, rector, Leeds Rear.

Feast of the Annunciation, 1895.

rector, St. George's Cathedral,
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THS archbishop's REPLY.

REVEREND AND DEAR BRETHREN :

It is With gratitude to Almighty God that I desire to

acknowledge His great mercies to me on this day when I enter oti

the thirty.fourth year of my Episcopate, and also to express my

thanks to you individually-niy heart-felt appreciation of the

kindness that has prompted your congratulatory address.

I join with you in thankfulness for the progress the Diocese

has made in things spiritual and temporal, as indicated by the

statistics you bring forward, and I pray that such progress rnay be

maintained in the future, as it will assuredly be if the unity and

co-operation which have hitherto made the Diocese conspicuous

be not interrupted by the reckless agitation lately sprung up in

Ottawa It is a misfortune that you should feel constrained to

take notice of it, but I do not see how it could have been avoided

when your Bishop was so falsely and I fear maliciously slandered

For the last two months, owing to illness and partial loss ot

sight I have been unable to read or write, and therefore I was for a

time ignorant ofthe real character of the meeting heldin St. George s

schooi house, Ottawa. At first I thought that it might have

resembled that of Demetrius at Ephesus, of which St. Luke gives

us this description: "Some, therefore, cried one thing and some

another : for the assembly was confused ;
and the more part knew

not wherefore they were come together." But I know now that

the Ottawa meeting was worse than that of Ephesus It was a

wicked attempt to impose on the dupes there assembled. The

prominent charge against me was that I had said that '
'I never would

ordain a Wycliffe student.
'

' This was a base fabrication. I never

said a word or wrote a line to that effect. I am not given to

making sweeping assertions or declarations of policy which I know

may have to be modified or changed under changed circumstances

of the future. If the rioters at the meeting had charged me with

the following misdemeanor they would have been strictly accurate,

viz that I withstood the insolent demand of a pnest in Ottawa

that I should admit to examination for Holy Orders three years

hence a candidate of his selection on his conditions and not on
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mine. His followers, no doubt, are ignorant that it is the
prerogative of all Bishops to ordain on their own conditions, not
on those of irresponsible friends of candidates for Holy Orders,—
a prerogative I am not likely to resign at the bidding of a meeting
which has shocked every right-minded Christian.

It may be well to make plain to yon my attitude towards
WyclifFe College. Up to the present time I have never made any
public statement on the subject, nor exhibited the least ho.stility to

the college, though I never viewed its establishment with favour.

Ever since I could reason on such subjects I disliked the multi-
plication of small Theological Seminaries. I believe that they
beget narrowness which ends in bigotry. This is inevitable when
young men of a certain theological stripe are hived together
to be moulded to order by professors as narrow as themselves.
The policy of the first Bishops of Canada, like Bishops Mountain
and Strachan, wrs to concentrate the strength of the Church on
the establishment of one or two great Universities where Theo-
logical students should be educated in the same buildings with
students in Arts, as in the great Universities in England and
Ireland. This course of action, if adopted, would ensure less

bigotry, abkr professors, larger libraries, and more spacious
buildings. Vv^ycliffe College, being an additional Theological
Seminary, and in my opinion quite unnecessary, was therefore

regarded by me with disfavour, especially by reason of the object

sought to be attained by its erection, which was avowedly the
overthrow of Trinity University, and that by the use of means
which I shall not mention as I wish to avoid controversy.

I have been identified with Trinity College from the day of its

foundation. I know its full history. I have fought its battles,

and by virtue of seniority of consecration am now the Chairman
of its Corporation. Is it not then too much to ask of even archi-

episcopal good nature that I should view with equal esteem and
favour a College intended to spring into popularity out of the
ruins of Trinity College ?

But this is not the only ground for my dislike to Wycliffe
College. I seriously object to some of the text-books used there,

notably and as a specimen Hatch's Bampton I^ectures, a book
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characterized by my dear friend tlie late Bishop of IJncohi in my
hearing as a gross {KTversion of the object sonj;ht to be attained
by the founder of those lectures, the Rev. John Hampton. I also
object to it as an authorized " lx>ok of reference " for candidates
for Holy Orders.

But further, I disagree with a great deal of the theological
teaching given in Wycliife College. I give as an illustration the
following passage taken from the Calendar of the College. Among
the " Distinctive Principles " of this College is "An Historical
Episcopate traceable to Apostolic direction, as conducive to the
well-being but not necessary to the bchii^ of the Church." This I

believe to be a fiction without a particle of support from the New
Testament, primitive antiquity, or the Book of Common Prayer.
It is a device manufactured by well-meaning but pu/./.le-headed
people in order to escape from the dilemma of unchurching sects.
But the device is insulting. It seems to say to those that are not
members of the Church :

'

' You have an existence, it is true, but
not a good one. You are in what is called the esse of a Church,
but not the bene m^',"—just as if the Apostles had transmitted to
us a choice of Churches of vr.rious grades of orthodoxy—as if the
Catholic Church was like a railway train made up of first and second-
class carriages—and as if any sensible Christian would not prefer
to be a member of a body that had a good constitution, to remain-
ing a member of one that had merely a claim to existence ! Now
I do not believe a word of this figment, and I prefer that those
ordained by me should disbelieve it also.

It is very painful to me to be forced to enter upon this subject
at all. My intention has always been to let Wycliife College
alone to work out its own future. I have felt and still feel that it

may be destined to do good. Candidates for Holy Orders trained
there, or some of them, will no doubt revise opinions gained there
when they have had more experience and a wider range of
reading, instances of which are not wanting. For this and other
reasons it was my desire to say nothing to its disparagement ; but
the provocation has been too great to permit me to be silent. The
insults offered to myself would not have elicited a remark from
me, but I must notice those offered to our brethren in Ottawa.



When men of hiRh standinj? and long service in the Church, like

Archdeacon Uaudei nnd Rural Deans Hogerl and I'ollard, are

hissed down because ihey manfully I'udeavoured to say a word in

defence of tlieir absent Bishop, a righteous anger nuist l)e felt. I

tender to them my sympathy and promise them my firm support.

They may have to withstand further f)ppositi(m fnc.i the organ-

ization that has l)een framed to perpetuate discord; hut they may
rest assured that the good sense of the Church of Ejigland will

never allow a club of self-constituted theologians, either in Ottawa
or elsewhere, to regulate the affairs of the Church by usurping the

functions of our General and Provincial vSynods, and substituting

for the canons and innnemorial usages of the Church the resolu-

tions of intimidation meetings where freedom of speech is not

permitted and Kvangelical religion is caricatured.

Meanwhile let us contiime in the old paths and work on in

faith ; and, as that really Evangelical prelate, the Bishop of

Winchester, said when threatened with an action at law by a

candidate whom he rejected for his ignorance, '

' I sleep in

peace.
'

'

Believe me, ever yours affectionately in the bonds of the

Church,

J. T. Ontario.

(M




