
COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

COUNCIL FOR SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH.

DIVISION OF ECONOMIC BOTANY.

(yS/-^
<f192

In reply n to

xSvnZ 

J S. </>v V _

oJt-y- HW

(Z^~Y^~^cC ----2C-»-vr

c<—^zL*x_^> O^—cl.—=

-7S'
—v- •*>^-X----------

^ Sc^ jf~us-
7^-.

§

1 é <éuc*.

? O ccjft r?j>;/, «$><7.

CtT-yy^ c 

c^y\—^
43 ^ ^Ky^y
fa *cUz^y

—zs<

(y^' Y~Xe.—T=rYs*~*L ç m __

*?VC<Ae^ Cv\££_^^€y CoY^{

*M “ X»V£^*.

^ CÔ-—oS/CL-y -^tYcz^' Û^C
s_. ce^a^.

• cx~^jt /O-T—' ^

yfy.

4^r\C

<5Z-v£. ^I

| cx^^’ tV yXc/
<v9

7
I Chief

Division of Economic Botany <

■H

«
... j _____ ________________________ ____________________________________________

as

- \

■



THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD, ATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1928.

I

SPECIAL ADF ERTISEMENTS It would run, presumably, the whole gamut 
of the art, starting with a course In pun
ning, which Is, upon high authority, the 
“lowest form of humour,” and proceeding 
thence by gradual steps through the bou- 
mot, the judicious drawing-room story, the® 
after-dinner speech, and the gently ironie ,
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practical joking, and containing naturally thelr 
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pulling the leg. But this is a refinement Labouil^ 
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hardly be expected at so early a stage.
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far as the minor details of the Innovation bold rr^l
are concerned, discussion may very well aU(i
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the conferring of degrees, 
ever, as the former question is concerned,

tld.
putting Into effect an economic boycott or 
a blockade. Among the warmest sup
porters of the scheme were some of the

graduates of the new faculty from the , up a c<
ordinary wearers of the cap and gown tion,

one by 
Littlett

student of the year, being in a sense the experte
from hi

would be a cap and bells; while the seniorlï. smaller European nations who, by virtue 
of it, would have received aid although 
offering nothing in return. Britain, of 
course, could not 
moment.

biggest “card” in the whole pack, might ; 
very well be known as The Joker. The i Mr, t 
prospect which the new departure in scho- ! disorde 
lastics opeus up, regulated in this or some in such 
similar fashion
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eutertaln it for a 
The role of constable would

have been both burdensome and invidious, 
for the measures inquired of Britain might 
well have involved her in a serious inter
national quarrel. But it was rather un
fortunate that the plan was ever brought 
forward, for it, quite unnecessarily, created 
a false Impression in America. America, 
always suspicious where British naval 
policy Is concerned, construed it as a subtle 
device for clothing Britain with increased 
powers, although the so-called “powers" 
were actually extremely onerous duties. 
Again, In 1926, Finland was the sponsor of 
a proposal for the establishment of au
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stil into their earnest souls the saving salt 
of «humour.k at 
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enough to bring tears to the eye of any 
conscientious lover of his species.

As to the personnel of the students we 
need sny little. The laws of supply and 
demand are always to be regarded as re
liable; and that being so we may be sure 
that the classrooms will be filled. For the
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Mac- number of those lacking even the most 
elementary knowledge of the art of 
humour Is as the sands of the sea; and If 
they all applied to be accepted as pupils

international war chest of £50,000,000, to 
be at the service of any nation threatened 
with attack. The idea was that Britain 
and the other great Powers should each 
find £ 10,000.000, to be given as a loan to 
the victim of aggression. Needless to say 
they were not enthusiastic. Altruism has 
its limits.
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no university in the world could hold 
them. The only factor that is likely toy
lessen the demand upon the services of the 
new professor is the incapacity of these 
unfortunates to recognise their own mis
fortune.

The Assembly now sitting has provided 
an example of an untimely proposal. Dr, 
Benes, of Czecho-Slovakia, advocated the 
immediate summoning of a disarmament 
conference. He was supported by Jonkeer 
Loudon, of Holland, who said that he 

h/4 intended to request the Governments of 
fl/4 Britain, France, Italy, Japan, and the 

United States to send delegates to Paris 
1/5 forthwith. These gentlemen were inspired 
|l/6 by the worthiest of motives, but M. Paul 

Boncour and Lord Cushenduu had 
LTD. difficulty In showing that the suggestion 

was inopportune. Lord Cushendun said 
that Jonkeer Loudon evidently did not 
appreciate the implications of such an In
vitation. The Powers in question are all 
signatories of the Washington treaty, 
which is to be reviewed in 1931. 
adoption of the proposal would be tanta
mount to ante-dating the review, and this, 
for obvious reasons, would be undesirable. 
There is a further objection. Experience 
has repeatedly demonstrated that a dis
armament conference has no prospect of 
success unless there has been due prepara
tion. The want of this is held to have 
been the chief cause of the failure at 
Geneva last year. The delegates must 
meet forearmed with a knowledge of the 
special necessities and interests of the 
other nations represented. It is useless for 
them to wait until the conference Is in 
session to acquire this information. At 
Geneva Britain and America were hope
lessly at cross-purposes, yet It is quite 
possible that with a better understanding 
obstacles might have been surmounted 
and divergent viewpoints reconciled. This 
knowledge can best be gained by informal 
conversations and the exchange of Notes 
such as have recently been proceeding be
tween Britain and France. To dispense 
with these preliminaries and to rush 
headlong into conference would be to 
court disappointment. Lord Cushenduu’s 
reply to Jonkeer Loudon must not be in
terpreted as a sign of hostility to dis
armament. Facts speak for themselves. 
Only a few days ago be told the Assembly 
that since the war Britain has voluntarily 
scrapped 2000 war vessels, representing 
2,000,000 tons, and that the personnel of 
the Navy is now 40,000 fewer than in 1914. 
No other nation can boast a reduction ap
proaching this. Britain has given the 
world a lead.
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They are ignorant of their own 
ignorance; and the very last thing to which 
the great majority of them will confess is 
that they lack that very sense of humour 
in which they are so conspicuously defi
cient. This blindness it is which will pre
vent—if anything should do so—the suc
cess of the new curriculum, 
were not so—if, in regard to humour, men 
were as ready to admit their shortcomings 
as they are as a rule iu other fields—how 
great might he the benefit bestowed upon 
the race by such a chair as this! Think 
of the list that might be made of persons 
to whom that benefit would mean so much. 
Think of those whose perverted ideas 
of humour might so fittingly be corrected 
to the advantage of themselves and every
body associated with them; think of the 
myriad dull and solemn heads that might 
be filled with wit and breezy and refresh-
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mcourse. And first upon the list should be 
the name of him who made the great sug
gestion of this Chair of Humour. For he, 
above all others, surely needs it most! SIS
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The Premier (Mr. Bavin) left the city yes
terday, to spend the week-end in the country.

Mr. W. ti. Davies, of Anthony Horderns’ 
London office, will leave Sydney 
Melbourne, to join the R.M.S. Narkunda. 
will leave the steamer at Marseilles for a 
Continental tour, prior to bis return to Lon
don.

to-day for
He

Alderman Primrose, Mayor of ' North Syd
ney, and the Mayoress visited Neutral Bay 
Boys' Intermediate High School on Thursday, 
to present Mr. Hepburn (science master) with 
a case ot pipes on behalf of the North Sydney 
Council, as a token of recognition for his 
services as secretary to the jubilee sports 
committee.
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FINANCIAL MEASURES.

are
mat

It is probable that the Budget speech will 
be delivered In the Legislative Assembly ou 
Wednesday or Thursday. Noxv that ‘ the 
Address in Reply has been disposed of the 
path is clear for Parliament to settle down 
to business.

A meeting of the State Cabinet was held 
yesterday, when the programme for next week 
was discussed. Another meeting of the Min
istry has been called for Monday morning, 
when the programme will be completed. The 
Transport and Hospitals Acts, and an amend
ment of the Local Government Act, will also 
be discussed.

Private members' business is to have

such
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A NOVEL FACULTY.
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One of the American universities, it ia 

said, is about to institute a Chair of 
Humour, and the Innovation has so much 
to recommend it that the real wouder is 
that its possibilities have not long 
this, been seen and seized. The serious

day !■
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- pre
cedence on Tuesdays up to 6 p.m., but as there 
are no notices of motion 
paper, practically the whole of next Tues
day's sitting will be devoted to Government 
bus ThBBIH

The main measure to be dealt/with on 
Tuesday will be a temporary Supply Bill cov- by .Ml'—/ <V 
ering two months. Its Is anticipated bv the who 
Government that by the time that period has 
lelapsed the Budget, financial measures arising inK 
therefrom, and the Estimates will be com mosi^B-ïWi 
pleted The second reading of the Liquor 
(Amendment) Bill, and the first reading of 
the Housing and Fair Rents Bills, will be - 
taken on Tuesday if time permits.

Later in the week the Income Tax Bill and 
the Electoral (Amendment) Bill will bo sub
mitted. The Budget Is now ready. All the 
financial measures arising out of the Budget, 
will be introduced during the 
night.
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study of huj&our Is in itself so beautiful 
a paradox if there be any virtue atau
all In intriiui.0 merit, the new chair Is 
bound to be a success from tile start. Un
fortunately. we are not Informed of the 
exact locality of the institution whose 
senate has decided thus to teach tile world 
the gentle art of jesting; but it certainly 
ought to be the University of Chicago. For 
there, indeed, if the Mayor be truly repre
sentative of the citizens, the supply 
those who bgLny need a course would I
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The role of constable would : he shou 
in such

moment.
have been both burdensome and invidious, 
for the measures inquired of Britain might 
well have Involved her in a serious inter

some

one imagineWhat nobler sight could 
than that of a group of spectacled young 
sophomores trying to be funny, and to in- ; y‘psJ)osltl 
stil into their earnest souls the saving salt , Mr Bru

The mere thought of It is | graded
‘ wtthdra

national quarrel. But It was rather un
fortunate that the plan was ever brought 
forward, for tt, quite unnecessarily, created 
a false Impression in America. America, 
always suspicious where British naval 
policy is concerned, construed it as a subtle 
device for clothing Britain with increased 
powers, although the so-called “powers” 
were actually extremely onerous duties. 
Again, in 1920, Finland was the sponsor of 
a proposal for the establishment of an 
international war chest of £50,000,000, to 
be at the service of any nation threatened 
with attack. The idea was that Britain 
and the other great Powers should each 
find £10,000,000, to be given as a loan to 
the victim of aggression. Needless to say 
they were not enthusiastic. Altruism has 
its limits.

The Assembly now sitting has provided 
an example of an untimely proposal. Dr, 
Benes, of Czechoslovakia, advocated the 
immediate summoning of a disarmament 
conference. He was supported by Jonkeer 
Loudon, of Holland, who said that he 
intended to request the Governments of 
Britain, France, Italy, Japan, and the 
United States to send delegates to Paris 
forthwith. These gentlemen were inspired 
by the worthiest of motives, but M. Paul 
Boncour and Lord Cushendun had no 
difficulty in showing that the suggestion 
was inopportune. Lord Cushendun said 
that Jonkeer Loudon evidently did not 
appreciate the implications of such an In
vitation. The Powers in question are all 
signatories of the Washington treaty, 
which is to be reviewed in 1931, The 
adoption of the proposal would be tanta
mount to ante-dating the review, and this, 
for obvious reasons, would be undesirable. 
There is a further objection. Experience 
has repeatedly demonstrated that a dis
armament conference has no prospect of 
success unless there has been due prepara
tion. The want of this is held to have 
been the chief cause of the failure at 
Geneva last year. The delegates must 
meet forearmed with a knowledge of the 
special necessities and interests of tile 
other nations represented. It is useless for 
them to wait until the conference Is in 
session to acquire this information. At 
Geneva Britain and America were hope
lessly at cross-purposes, yet it is quite 
possible that with a better understanding 
obstacles might have been surmounted 
and divergent viewpoints reconciled. This 
knowledge can best be gained by informal 
conversations and the exchange of Notes 
such as have recently been proceeding be
tween Britain and France. To dispense 
with these preliminaries and to rush 
headlong into conference would be to 
court disappointment. Lord Cusheudun's 
reply to Jonkeer Loudon must not be in
terpreted as a sign of hostility to dis
armament. Facts speak for themselves. 
Only a few days ago he told the Assembly 
that since the war Britain has voluntarily 
scrapped 2000 war vessels, representing 
2,000,000 tons, and that the personnel of 
the Navy is now 40,000 fewer than in 1914. 
No other nation can boast a reduction ap
proaching this. Britain has given the 
world a lead.
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unfortunates to recognise their own uiis-

Tliey are ignorant of their ownfortune.
ignorance; and the very last thing to which 
the great majority of them will confess is 
that they lack that very sense of humour 
in which they are so conspicuously defi
cient. This blindness it is which will pre
vent—if anything should do so—the suc-

But if itcess of the new' curriculum.
not so—if, in regard'to humour, men 

ready to admit their shortcomings
were
w-ere as
as they are as a rule in other fields—how 
great might be the benefit bestowed upon 
the race by such a chair as this! Think 
of the list that might be made of persons 
to whom that benefit would mean so much. 
Think of those whose perverted ideas 
of humour might so fittingly be corrected 
to the advantage of themselves and every
body associated with them; think of the 
myriad dull and solemn beads that might 
be filled with wit and breezy and refresh
ing mirth. AVhat a list W'e might prepare 
if we could but be sure that they whose 
names figured upon it would take the 

And first upon the list should becourse.
the name of him who made the great sug
gestion of this Chair of Humour. For he, 
above all others, surely needs it most!

BIG
PERSONAL.

The Premier I Mr. Bavin) left the city yes
terday, to spend the week-end in the country.

Mr. W. ti. Davies, of Anthony Horderns’ 
London office, will leave Sydney to-day tor 
Melbourne, to join the R.M.S. Narkunda. 
will leave the steamer at Marseilles for a 
Continental tour, prior to his return to Lon
don.
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Alderman Primrose. Mayor of North Syd
ney, and the Mayoress visited Neutral Bay 
Boys' Intermediate High School on Thursday, 
to present Mr. Hepburn (science master) with 
a case of pipes on behalf of the North Sydney 
Council, as a token of recognition for his 
services as secretary to the jubilee sports 
committee.
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PROBABLY ON THURSDAY.

FINANCIAL MEASURES.

It is probable that the Budget speech will 
be delivered in the Legislative Assembly on 
Wednesday or Thursday. Now that the 
Address in Reply has been disposed of the 
path is clear for Parliament to settle down 
to business.

A meeting of the State Cabinet was held 
yesterday, when the programme for next week 
was discussed. Another meeting of the Min
istry has been called for Monday morning, 
when the programme will be completed. The SJ 
Transport and Hospitals Acts, and an amend
ment of the Local Government Act, will also 
be discussed.

Private members' business Is to have pre
cedence on Tuesdays up to 6 p.m., but as there 
are no notices of motion on the business 
paper, practically the whole of next Tues
day’s sitting will be devoted to Government 
bus." ness.

The main measure to be dealt /with on Helld 
Tuesday will be a temporary Supply Bill cov- by M 
ering two months. Its is anticipated by the who 
Government that by the time that period has \ shou] 
elapsed the Budget, financial measures arising , ing a 
therefrom, and the Estimates will be com- most 
pleted. The second reading of the Liquor pracj 
(Amendment) Bill, and the first reading of Dr] 
the Housing and Fair Rents Bills, will be ‘ 
taken on Tuesday if time permits.

Later in the week the Income Tax Bill and 
the Electoral (Amendment) Bill will be sub
mitted. The Budget is now ready. All the 
financial measures arising out of the Budget 
will be Introduced during the next fort
night. _______________________

M
A NOVEL FACULTY.

One of the American universities. It Is 
said, Is about to Institute a Chair of 
Humour, and the Innovation has so much 
to recommend it that the real wonder is 
that its possibilities have not long ere 
this, been seen and seized. The serious 
study of hujgmiir is In itself so beautiful 
a paradox Mnf, if there be any virtue at 
all in intrinsic merit, the new chair is 
bound to be a success from the start. Un
fortunately. we are not Informed of the 
exact locality of the institution whose 
senate has decided thus to teach the world 
the gentle art of jesting; but it certainly 
ought to be the University of Chicago. For 
there, indeed, if the Mayor be truly repre
sentative ÿf tlie citizens, the supply of 
those who—fondly need a course would 
seem to be unlimited. Nor are we told 
of the identity of the proposed occupant of 
the new chair; but there, again, there 
should be little doubt about the choice. In 
the first place, remembering the Scotsman’s 
characteristic difficulty in tlie art of manu
facturing jokes, it is evident that every 
candidate for the office born north of the 
Tweed must needs be regarded with such 
suspicion by the selection committee as to 
put him out of the running from the very 
start. Indeed, In the light of Sydney 
Smith’s famous comment upon the same 
theme, it would seem that a similar pro
cess of exclusion must be extended to the 
whole body of the students for the same 
reason. Owing to the known econo
mical fact that the majority of university 
professors are North Britons, this handi
cap upon their qualifications very consid
erably narrows the field; and, to put the 
matter shortly, there is only one candidate 
whose claims can seriously—or humor
ously—be considered. There is at the 
McGill University at Montreal a certain 
teacher of thiTAliimaf science” of politi
cal éconômÿr whose trailslatïôi 1 toll)ë new 
chair would not only be a great acquisition 
to the university which gained IdmT TiTit 
upon whose siioulüers'lTiè'lïêw professorial 
gown would in the general opinion sit 
much more fittingly than that with which

les, decidedly 
Professor Stephen Leacock is the tnan
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theMEDICAL DEGREE.-. mea

CONFERRED AT UNIVERSITY.

In the Great Hall of the University yes
terday afternoon. 34 of the successful can
didates at the recent final degree examination 
in medicine were admitted to their degrees. 
On the dais were the Vice-Chancellor (Pro
fessor R. S. Wallace), the Dean of the Faculty 
of Medicine (Professor D. A. Welsh) 
Registrar (Mr. W. A. Selle), Professor A. E. 
Mills, Miss S. J. Williams (principal of the 
Women's College), Miss [. M. Fidler (presi
dent of the Women’s Union), Rev. A. H. Garn- 
sey (Warden of St. Paul's College), and the 
Rev. L. E. Bennett (master of Wesley College)

The graduates were presented by the Dean 
of the Faculty of Medicine and were admitted 
to their degrees by the Vice-Chancellor.

Short addresses were delivered by the Vice- 
Chancellor and the Dean of the Faculty of 
Medicine congratulating the graduates on 
attaining the goal of their ambitions, and 
wishing them, on behalf of the University, 
every success in their careers in the medical 
profession. _______________________

the

NEARING THE END.

FEDERAL PARLIAMENT.

CANBERRA. Friday.
An all-night sitting to-night, and a sitting 

throughout to-morrow, are expected by Min
isters to obviate the necessity for asking 
Federal members to return to Canberra next 
week.
sent Parliament will end to-morrow night, in 
time to allow members to catch the Melbourne 
and Sydney trains.

The Governor-General (Lord Stonehaven) 
will be asked for a dissolution so that the 
election campaign may be begun early in 
October.

In that event the life of the pre-
flieÿ now1 tire dfnpetTr

for the job.
It should*not be difficult to draw up the

curriculum for this new course of learning.
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May 17th, 1930.

Dr. Stpphen Leaoock, 
The Old Brewery Bay, 
Orillia, Ontario.

Dear Stephen,

Thank you very much for your 
You must not think of trying to

Yon
letter of the 14th.
cooo to HcGill this month, nor until the autumn, 
muât spend the intervening time regaining your health. 
I have seen Hemneon more than onee, and it is his in
tention to stay here until the 15th of June, whoa, 
says, everything will be arranged for the coming year.

Heçmeon looks better now than 
he has over looked for years. He is putting on woight 
and it is a good thing. Ho told me this morning that 
ho weighs 182 lbs. and that he never felt better in 
his life.
ith Habinovitoh, ho was greatly worried about himself 

and he looked it.

Last fall, when I induced him to consult

One eouid see at a galaneo that he 
was apprehensive and Habînovitoh1 s assurance to him 
that ho was all right meant as much as anything else.

One thing that I want you to 
get into your mind, Stephen, is that thore is nothing- 
wrong with you that will not respond to sensible treat
ment. The person to be sensible Is yourself, for you, 
more than anyone else, must be your own doctor. You 
havo plenty of will power, in fact, you are almost 
stubborn! and now I would like to see you exercise 
a little of this will power over yourself, 
recall that I did not want you to go to Orillia at 
the time you went; but you were bound to go, and T/illy 
Turner was weak enough to allow you to have your own 
way — in fact, 1 believe that is why you have him as 
your physician.

You will

I knew that if you got up there you 
would not oome back for this observation in a hospital

l____



I don't know much about
medio in© hut 1 have, I hope, a little common sense, 
and I tell you most emphatically that what you need 
is quiet and rest, no work and no worry, and you will 
be as right as a trivet in the autumn, 
also, is a little discipline.

\7hat you need 
I know you won* t let

nyon© else discipline you, so you must discipline 
yourself. How, for God’s sake, Stephen, be sensible. 
It is fair neither to voursel , to this University, nor

yourself the best chance 
- I hope you don*t

nrind my scolding, Stephen; it is well-intentioned 
'and we are all so fond of you that 
interested.

the world, if you do not giv 
to recover your former vigor.

we are

Z

and I also know that every time you feel well you 
think of shingling your house or painting your boat 
or digging a post hole or somothing ©Iso equally 
foolish under the circurns tancos.
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May 27th, 1931

Dr. Stephen Leacock, 
Th 014 Brewery Bay, 
Orillia, °ntarlo*I

I have telephoned Mias Cumming, and

she has made a note of It and will promise me to admit

Peggy Shaw, unless there la some scholarship involved.

and if that is the case she can make no promise.

The other letter you mentioned writing

to me, has not yet arrived.

With kind regards,

I am.

^ver yours faithfully,

Pri nc ip&l.

I
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Memorandum on. The Organisation of Besearch nby Stephen Leacock

April 13, 1932.

By research is meant the investigation at first hand of individual single

facts and phenomena with a view to combining our knowledge of them into general

Research is thus different from exposition, which meanslaws and wider truths.

only the presentation of facts, and different also from instruction which involves

It is different also from creative literarythe method of imparting facts.

work for which facts and phenomena are only as color and oil to the painter who

makes of them something which is neither colour nor oil.

Now in the various departments of intellectual activity research is of a

In others at theIn some branches it stands at the top.varying importance.

In the physical sciences research leads to discovery, and discovery to 

invention, and from invention originates the condition and mechanism of our collec-
bottom.

Here research is of tremendous importance and of indescribabletive life.
attraction, and may meet, sought or unsought, a great pecuniary reward.

But in other subjects research is only the gathering of little facts

It corresponds to the pick and shovel work of men makingfor other men to use.
It isa drain in order that other men may enjoy the facilities of a bath room.

It is to be desired that some one should findnecessary but is not attractive.

out for us, from the dust-bin of records, whether Dollard des Ormeaux had sixteen

But the "discovery” that he only had sixteen is of small 
consequence to the life of the ordinary man, and to the historian only as a

companions or nineteen.

minute touvh of colour on a brush of a painter: the problem is how to use the

The writing of history is only as much a product of research as abrush.

Mr. Jongers would be greatly sur-painting is a product of a hardward store.

prised if Philbins Hardware Store (Paint a Specialty) claimed the chief credit
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for his portrait of Sir Andrew Macphail.

It is well to lay stress on tills fact for there exists in this 

a great confusion of mind, 
tige.

subjects it entirely reverses the proper order of precedence 

mere plodding industry in a chair never intended for it.

essence of the argument lies in the distinction of subjects. 
Research in physical science is everything; "research" in political 

a small business;

"research" sinks lower than this. 

sBBtation of a mass of little facts which 

Research when endowed and equipped and 
thing.

matter
The word "research" has acquired an inordinate 

It shoves aside scholarship and learning and
pres-

creative genius. In many

It seatsamong men.

^he

economy is but 
In many instances 

It becomes mere humbug, a pretentious pre- 

are of no bearing upon anything.

research in literature is next to nothing.

subsidized runs easily to that sort of

From what is said above it is meant to follow 

literary, social and historical branches is 

are not "inventions", but material, 

the means by which others may achieve.

that research in the
a secondary matter. Its results

It does not represent achievement, but only 

Apart from the exact sciences, most of 
our great writers and thinkers, and most of our inspired and influential teachers
had nothing to do with research. It played no part in the life of Shakespeare 

Neither Ricardo nor John Stuart Mill ever touched it.Tennyson or Dickens.

Kant and Hume and Bergson never thought of it. 

nor Sail Ludwig dealt in it.
Neither Goldwin Smith nor Thiers 

In other words, in all the literary and social fields 
most of our eminent men have lived and died without it, and the great mass of

scholars and teachers and cultivated men have had no contact with it. 

there the transcendent genius of a Gibbon or a Macaulay may be at once applied to 

minute investigation of minute facts and the creative presentation of grand results. 
For the common run of us, this is denied.

The fact to be established is that research in the things spoken of is only

Here and
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It is no challenge or test of scholarship orIt is not final.contributory.

service whether a professor does or does not wish to engage in it. In a well-
ordered institution of learning research should be for those who have a special apti

tude or desire, I must not say a special limitation, in that direction. If this
point is granted, it means that research becomes for any one professor a matter of

It must be voluntary, or it becomes mechanical,choice and not an obvious duty.

A school of research should be organised on a purelyfalse and worthless.

Only those who want to do it should be asked to do it.voluntary basis.
I have written what goes above as an extended preface to what follows.

The aim has been to set the subject in the place where it belongs.

I now turn to the question of the organisation and object of research in

I wish to deal here with the casethe social, economic and political sciences.

of research already endowed and compensated by funds that must be used for research
It is quite obvious that some very simple and primitive Conor not used at all.

It is a pity not to use money when it is there.sidérations enter into this case.
It is wrong to use it to false purpose.But conscience also enters in.

A research committee should, therefore, dismiss at once from its mind

that every department and every professor should be desirous, or should be obliged,

It should look for persons to whom its funds offer a desiredto share in its work.
Let us see what itopportunity, make available an activity otherwise denied.

In the physical sciences, I repeat, everything: inhas to offer to such people, 

the social sciences nothing much, except for those of a strong bent towards a 

We must not start from the idea that offering research to apeculiar task.

professor is like offering hay to a horse.
The committee, therefore, should address itself first to finding out who

What can it offer them? The opportunity to have theirwants to do research.

work printed and presented to the world: this is much, but it is not everything.

It still leaves the professor in question with his daily work of the classroom to be

J8
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done and with such other outside activities to perforai as will bring his income up 

to the point represented by the standard of living necessary for a scholar and a

A shabby man, harassed with a narrow home, unable to meet on even tenus 

the men of his own age and standing, cannot fully serve his college.

gentleman.

It is unfair

to ask him to devote himself to research paid for with his own time and sacrifice, 

achieved by the loss of outside opportunity and income and compensated only by the

What further can the committee offer him.publication of his work. One thing

certainly: they can offer him the clerical help of students gathering facts under 

his direction, of stenographers saving him the long labour of handwriting,

This is a great deal.

If I were to state the case by asking what is there in it 

for the professor? the question would sound sordid, mercenary, and carry with it

- as

evinced in the present document. But even this doesmot

meet the main difficulty.

its condannation. But if we ask, how is a professor already fully anployed to 

find time for research work, then the problem is apparent. Let me repeat again

that this argument has no reference to physical, medical and biological science 

where research brings its own reward in discovery, or the hope of it. Research

there is the search for gold. But not so, where the research consists of trying 

to find out who was Champlain’s mother, in order that one little fact may be added

to historical knowledge.

The conclusion is clear that if men are to "research" they must be set 

free to do it, either their teaching time cut down, or a sum of money given them to 

remove them from the need of supplementing their salary by outside work, 

this at once opens wide the door to the inrush of new difficulties.

But

On this

footing, human nature being what is is, all the professors will want to start

If research means only a name for a higher salary coupled with a silentresearch.

and unseen activity for which the professor's bodily existence is the only proof,

no endowment fund could feed the eager desire for minute knowledge thus created.

Irm
_______
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Between these two difficulties the committee must grope its way. It must
not hand out money for idle men to become more idle still. It must not expect

those who work hard already to make sacrifices still greater.
The choice can be made. The thing can be achieved. But it is hard.

The committee must invite those who want to work to state what they want to do and

It must estimate as best it can the value of what theyhow they want to do it.

Where work is accepted the committee canIt must accept or reject.propose.
In this it may use a liberal hand. It may offer thearrange for assistance.

services of graduate fellows without fear of misuse for here it is filling a double

The graduate student who spends a part of his time in technical assis-purpose.
tance to a research worker, is himself in pursuit of a higher degree and helps to

build up a graduate school.
But within this frame work, I think that the best line of opportunity

Inwill be found in straining to the utmost the meaning of the word research.

all the historical and social and economic sciences, I would widen it to include

studies of a technical nature involving general material, and not necessarily
In this sense I would call a life ofimplying the search for new single facts.

General Wolfe, or a book on n Banking System of the United States", research.

I would aid a professor to write a history of Emigration to America, or a critical
I would carry this process just as far as the frame of thebiography of Tennyson.

The field thus enlarged would attract any number ofendowment could be stretched.
It would offer a goal to industry andIt would invite much sacrifice.workers.

It would light a lamp that would shine from the windows of the college. 

There would be no difficulty in setting it to work except that of selecting without 

favor, and judging without discrimination, and rejecting without offence.

ambition.

I
as1

We must dismiss the idea thatIf I summarize what I say, it is this. Ig
Iresearch is for all: that it is an obligation on a department: a duty of every II

We must dismiss equally the idea that research is done by students:professor.
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all that they can do is to gather material under direction. We must widen the

conception of research till it includes a cultural range calculated to attracÿ the 

efforts of scholars in the larger sense.

Stephen Leacock

April 13, 1932.

Appended Pages

To what goes above I would like to append,

I think it might be possible to solve the difficulty of the 

financial relation of the professor to the work done as follows : -

A certain number of the publications represent work that would to

on less certain ground, a

further suggestion.

some

extent find a market with the general public if put out in ordinary book form. 

These might be issued as a Research Series and in part given away to libraries and 

as exchange publications, and in part sold in the ordinary book trade, 

of manufacture would be about $L00 per bound volume.

The cost

The retail price could be 

$2.00 and the writer could receive a 25% royalty not only on the copies sold but

on the copies given away. The copies sold would run to about 250 and the copies 

Thus the royalty would be $250.

were added a flat honorarium of say $200, (on actual publication not for work 

in progress), the professor would receive $450. with a certain chance for more.

given away might ba as many. If to this

I think this sum, small as it is, would be enough to induce many professors to lay 

aside other work in order to take up something which would really attract their 

interest and, ixi a sense, form its own reward.

I say this with the more assurance in that I would be one of those to do

it.

Stephen Leacock.

m
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March 13, 1933

F. I. Kerr , Esq.,
THE HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 
Hamilton, Ontario.

Dear Mr. Kerr,

I have your 3e tter of March 11th with 
reference to the desire of the American Newspaper Publishers* 
Association to have Stephen Leacock as one of their speakers 
on the occasion of their Annual Dinner on Thursday, April 
27th.
him, though I do not think that he will accept the invitation.

I shall put the matter up to Stephen when I see

Let me tell you an interet ting story about 
Stephen. At ono tie the American Bankers’ Association wished 
him to be their dinner speaker. They differed him soseral 
hundred dollars and his exponses to New York. Stephen re
fused. They thon approached the Bank of Montreal in New 
York, who got in touch with the Bank here, and the Bank asked 
me to use what influence I had to induce Stephen to go. 
Stephen's reply was that he was not going to be the cabaret 
performer for the American Bankers' Association. I may say 
that by that time they had offered to raise the fee to 
a thousand dollars and expenses. Stephen said that if they 
would let him attend one of their regular sessions and speak 
on the restoration of the gold standard or some other equally 
important subject he would go to New York and pay his own 
expenses for the privilege of speaking to them; but he would 
not go in order to make fun for them or for any other associa- 
t ion. I greatly fear he will feel the same way about the 
American Publishers’ Association.

I notice that Miss Amelia Earhart has accepted. 
Her claim to fame, I suppose, is that she flow the Atlantic.
I do not think it is quite fair to Leacock to ask him to 
mix up with such celebrities" when the principal reason for 
asking him is that he shall make fun for those who wish to 
have a pleasant evening, 
what he says.

However, I shall let you know

Ever yours faithfully,

Pr inc ipal



(Lite Street atar To Dr,Leacock. 
What shall the 
Principal say in 
re ply?ï| mmltot, (üattaîta

March 11th, 1933

'

General Sir Arthur Vf. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Principal,
McGill University,
Montreal, P. Q.

Dear Sir Arthur :

The American Newspaper Publishers Association, which includes 
practically all the leading daily newspapers in the United States and 
Canada, is holding its annual meeting in New York city on April 25, 26, 
27, and 28, and the big event of this gathering is the annual dinner, 
which takes place on Thursday, April 27th. They usually have four 
short speeches by outstanding Americans and Britishers. This year the 
speakers that have already accepted invitations are Miss Amelia Bar hart, 
Mr. Douglas, the man whom Roosevelt has appointed as Director of the 
budget, and Mr. Kettering, who is, I think, the economist of the 
General Motors Corporation. I have just received a telegram from New 
York asking whether it is likely that Mr. Stephen Leacock would accept 
an invitation to be the fourth speaker, not only as a distinguished 
Britisher, but as one so capable of introducing an element of humour 
and cheer into the proceedings. I have just had a long conversation 
with New York in which I pointed out that Mr. Leacock, who held the 
high office of Professor of Political Economy at McGill University, was 
primarily an economist, and, like all real humourists, was only a 
humourist when the spirit moved him, and that we could not properly 
invite him to be one of the speakers and then restrict him to a 
humourous speech. They fully recognized the correctness of this 
attitude, but said that circumstances in the United States at the 
present time were such that in the public interest they felt like 
taking some liberties in this instance ; the gloom of the publishers was 
so thick that some efforts had to be made to dispel it, and that they 
could think of no one so capable of taking hold of the situation and 
putting the finishing touches on the dinner as Stephen Leacock, if he 
could be prevailed upon to do so. In all of which I agreed with them.

I said, therefore, that I would place the matter before you 
and ask your advice in the hope that you might sound Mr. Leacock out 
and see whether he felt disposed to go down to New York and cheer his 
publisher friends up a bit, and through them the American people.

I hope I am not putting you to too much trouble. I think the 
cause is an excellent one, and the moment perhaps psychological for one
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If he is willing to accept, would youof Mr. Leacock’s attainments, 
kindly send me a wire and a formal invitation will be forwarded to 
him.

With kind regards.

Yours sincerely,

F. I. K E R.

■
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.March 11th, 1933

General Sir Arthur Yf* Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B», 
Principal,
McGill University,
Montreal, P. Q«

Dear Sir Arthur :

I felt it unnecessary to state in 
the enclosed letter that this would have to be 
one of the occasions when Mr. Leacock's presence 
would be purely out of compliment to the occasion.

Yours sincerely, ___mr

F. I. K E R.
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Wat Spectator
Kf cuirUttm, Catm^m

March 14th, 1933

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Principal,
McGill University,
Montreal, P. Q.

Dear Sir Arthur :

It was very kind of you to speak to Mr. Leacock in 
connection with the matter about which I wrote to you on 
Saturday.
such a way as to have delivered the Publishers from any such 
impropriety as that into which the American Bankers Association 
seems to have fallen.

I had hoped that my letter had been phrased in

This banquet is probably the most important banquet
The speeches get wideheld in New York during the year, 

publicity both over the air and in the columns of the newspapers. 
The occasion offers a magnificent opportunity for the man who

Humour is a vehiclecan say the right thing in the right way. 
in which profound truths may be safely and gently delivered, 
and from this viewpoint making fun for those who wish to have 
a pleasant evening is of secondary importance.

All this, however, is beside the purpose of my 
letter, which is to thank you very much indeed for your interest 
in the matter.

With kind regards.

Yours sincerely,

F. I. K E R.



McGill University
MONTREAL

Faculty of Arts & Science 

Department of Economics 

Political Science

and

PROFESSOR LEACOCK 
CHOSEN TO LECTURE
.,P™,*'essor Stephen Leacock of 
McGill University, has been invited
fw? Th’ n6Xt February at Convoca- 
tion, the annual Kappa Delta Pi lec
ture. This foundation was created 20 
years ago and under its terms some 
distinguished leader in education is 
invited once a year to give an ad
dress dealing with the problems of 
education. Previous lecturers have
wnr DL_John Dewey, Professor 
William Phelps and other well known 
university authorities. The lecture is 
held in rotation in the university 
centres of the United States. The 
Kappa Delta Pi organization is estab
lished in 89 different colleges and has 
an enrolment of 17,000 members.
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News from the Belgian Congo. ■

"NEVER".
In New York Herald Tribune magazine for January 7th, Professor 
Leacock suggests that the Congo basin be ceded to the United States 
in payment of war debts.

Recognizing that the Congo is worth more than the amount of the 
Belgian debt to the U.S, Professor Leacock of McGillUniveraity 
suggests that the States could give the Belgians in return for the 
Congo a sum of money which would pay their internal debts also.

If such a proposal were ever made officially to the Belgian 
Government the answer would be ’’Never".

England, Prance and Portugal who possess other parts of the 
Congo would’undoubtedly give a similar answer.

"The Belgian Nation" (name of paper)
The other article under the heading, " 

relates in the same terms the contents of Dr. Leacock's article, 
then commenting that this is only Dr. Leacock's suggestion, and 
that undoubtedly no other American would support it. The paper 
vigorously repudiates such a proposal, and thinks that it is not 
so^certain a fact that Belgium is indebted to the United States.

They quote protests from the deputies of the French Antilles 
against a similar suggestion from MdEaidden.

They are specially indignant over the reflections on the 
Belgian inability to handle the Congo, and they insinuate that 
the head of the Political Economy Department at McQill, should 
be better informed.

An impossible suggestion"
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February 5, 1932.

A# Hemes, Esq 
Consulat General de Belgique, 
Montreal•

• *

My dear Consul Bernes,

Let a® acknowledge your letter of 
February 1st in which you enclose a copy of a Canadian 
reL,s despatch as published in the Vancouver 

date 18th of January. Star of the
. . once say that I a» gladto have your assurance that you look on me as a fridnd of
=LecZnfrh^icîhr:^7Mèh.ss:“è;“,:nd ltc nobie K,ne

Let me at

E\?SEKir3if?Zr°r:L^|[Ê”?£!C
thîi»tî!,»«rîîîî* are prcud of the°factWth!teIt McGill 1 0 liœifcutio® Pi ced upon what a professor may
^rite or say at any time or in any place. All that we 
try to ask is that a professor knows what he is talking 
about, recognises that there are two sides to every question 
and .hat he is not a paid propagandist. As to the source 
of Professor peacock’s information, he drwas my attention 
to the fallowing facts. In February 1908 a British 
parliamentary paper (Africa ïïo.l, 1908) was issued contain
ing consular reports concerning the state of affairs in the 
Congo. ^The consul at Boma after detailing various abuses 
added, "The system which gave rise to these abuses still 
continues unchanged and so long as it is unaltered the 
dition of the nations must remain con-

one of veiled slavery." On the same day the British Foreign Secretary, Sir Edward 
Crey (later Viscount Grey) declared that "the Congo State 
had morally forfeited every right to international 
nitlon." (Enc. Brit. 1927. Vol.6, p. 245) r■jec og-



____ ■__________ ;__________ ■ ■pr
2 •

mi

Let me add thet personally I hare no 
sympathy with any suggestion that war debts can be paid 
by the alienation of part of the debtor’s territory#

With all good wishes,

1 am,
1

Yours faithfully.

1
m

Principal,
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McGill University
MONTREAL

Faculty of Arts a Science 

Department of Economics and 
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Bear Sir Arthur,

Since I look upon you as a friend of my Country, 

I venture to submit to you a copy of information which 

appeared in the "Vancouver Star" of the 16th January.

This refers to an article written by Professor 

Stephen Leacock, for the "Hew York Herald-Tribune 

Magazine".
Sunday

If the information is correct, the Head of the 

Department of Political Economy at McGill University 

suggests nothing less than the further spoliation of the 

country which has most completely and most innocently 

sufferred by the Great War, and he sets forth a solution
of the war debts problem at the expense of Belgium, which 

at the time of the Armistice was left entirely deprived 

of her economic equipment, systematically destroyed under 

the German occupation.

The article contains a grave — though vague —

criticism of the administration of the Belgian Congo.

I presume to allude to the campaign conducted in
This

certain
quarters some twenty five years ago, and which after a 

while subsided when the character of some of its most 

active agents and the motives underlying the agitation 

(commercial rivalry and sectarian antagonism) had been
effectively exposed.

Ho doubtGeneral AJo/iSir Arthur Currie,

Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 

McGill University, 

Montreal.

- cio y corv

WhZ.

CONSULAT GÉNÉRAL DE BELGIQUE

Ho.366/CL:5280. 

Enclosure.
Montreal, February 1st, 1932.
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No doubt the people generally also realized the 

enormous difficulties encountered by the Belgians in their 

pioneer work in one time darkest Africa, which precisely 

they were so largely instrumental in opening up for the 

world economy.

The Belgian Congo never did compare unfavourably 

with other colonies of a similar nature and I hold at the

disposal of Professor Leacock or any one else who may be 

interested any documentary evidence which they may desire 

of the achievements of the Belgian Administration and 

Belgian enterprise in their african Colony.

On the other hand, I should, of course, be 

interested to know whether Professor Leacock is in a

position to substantiate his view by specific and well 

establish facts.

Tours very truly,

A. BEMI5S,

Consul General of Belgium in Canada.

P.S. I hear that the "Vancouver Daily Province", on the 

19th January, in a leading article, commented on the 

somewhat free fashion in which some Americans have hinted 

that certain parts of Canadian territory might be 

surrendered to the United States in payment of British 

War Debts.
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natives, 
Leacock, 
the white

All that is needed,” he writes, "is a nex. con rese 
on adjusts sent of debts and reparations on a bar is of territorial 
sovereignty. ï le Belgians could he seuared by let tin»- them off 
their debts to ingland and the United States; even their own 
debt of i 1,000,000,000 might be thrown in. If the sanctity of 
their home territory was such that it set the world to war, the 
lack of sanctity of their colonial territory is such that it may 
be used to set the orld at peace. France could love out of the 
French Oor:.;o :ithout knowing it, and very few British people are 
aware that trier own any of the Congo basin. Perhaps, even, an 
odd corner of the map could be found for Mussolini, and an island 
— there are said to be 4,000 islands in the Congo —
Germans."

for the

He says the united States, with its money, machinery 
and brains, is the on country to undertake the . revt development. 
Thus, would be set in motion, he believes, "a new world movement 
of prosperity".

Canadian Press Despatch

l YORK, Jan. 17.- She rich Congo basin, lying in the 
heart of equstorical Africa, is proposed as rayment by debtor 
countries, in the stead of cash reparations to the United" States, 
by Stephen Leacock, head of the depart .ent of political economy 
at McGill University, Mon real, in an article appearing in the 
New York Herald-Tribune Sunday magazine section.

SION OF
IN LIEU OF WAR DEBTS PROPOSED

t
% From Vancouver Star”, 18th January 1952.
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BFrom "Vancouver star", 18th January 19 U2.

il
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'
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IN LIEu 01 iAE BBBÏS PROPOSE®

Canadian Press Despatoh

N- ÏU.Ui-> 5 ••■■••• ll?*- * • ' rich v3i,,:o basic, lying ii: the 
«ear* oi eguaforicsl . oymeait by debtor
countries, in the stead of cash reparations to the United States, 
by Stephen Leacock, .lead o. the depart ment of .oiltied economy 
at Mcfill University, Montreal, in an article a pearin, in the 
Hew fork Herald-Tribune Sunday asraslne section.'

Describing his area of 1,500,000 s.uare dies, 
owned in its thref divisions by Belgian, Prince and treat Britain 
as "exuberantly fertile", Professor Leacock points to the great 
possibilities of devnlO;m nt. lie sees the great Oo.r, o River as 
the "real gateway for African trade", and says a real sc wort at 
the mouth of the bongo would ' become on-- of the reat harbors of 
t h© world1 e sb i imin,. 'r.

He says the United - tatee, with its money, m ichinery 
and brains, is the one country to unde
Thus, would be set in motion, hr believes, "a new world move’ ret 
of prosperity".

now

b:

Negroes of the United States descendants of the Congo 
"would cose back, aillions of workers", says Professor 
"equipped with: the v.-hite man’s knowledge, ingrained with 

the white man’s purpose,” after six generations of orh.

"All thst is needed," ho writes, "is e new con rrss 
v on ; b u:is of territorial

sovereignty. ïhe Belgians could be squared by letting them off 
their debts to ngland and the United States; even their own 
debt of 1,000,000,000 mi .ht be thrown in. If the e .nctity of 
their home tev rltory was such th t it set the world, to war, the 
lack of sanctity of their colonial territory Is such that it may 
be used to set the world at peace. France could, move out of the 
French Go- o without knowing' it, and very few British people are 
aware that the,... own any o . the Congo basin. Perhaps, 
odd corner o: the map could be founu for uesollni, and an island 
— there are sale to be 4,000 islands in the Con,o — for the 
Germans.”

natives,
Leacock,

even, an
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October 3, 1931,

Br» Stephen Leacock, 
Mc0111 University.

I
< ;

My dear Stephen,

I cannot tell you how lauch I appreciate 
your offer to go to the Teachers* Convention next Friday 
morning at tea o’clock and speak to them In my stead.
It will be a help in time of need.

a,m sending you a little memorauàvua 1 
used when speaking to the Protestant Commission on this 
subject.

■

Ever yours faithfully.

•U■m

£*
■?

__
__
_

__
__
__
__



August 7, 1931.

Dr* Stephen Leaooek, 
Old Brewery Bay, 
Orillia, Ontario#

My dear Stephen,

Certainly you nay quote wy letter

to Dr. Hanlon, any part of sjy letter you like# Let

me repeat th^t I want to impress upon yon that yoxi mint 

look after your health. I
I

Ever your» faithfully.

Principal

|

’
■

. 'V. ; ; HI

■

'
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July 31st, 1931.

Dr. Stephen Leacock, 
Old Brewery Bay. 
Orillia,
Ontario.

Hy dear Stephen,

Some time ago you telegraphed to me 
s ay 1as that you had been asked by the Bennett Government to accept 
the Chairmanship of the Chignecto Canal Commission, and I wired you 
giving my consent.

I have thought about this several 
times since and have wondered whether it was wise on your part to 
accept this Chairmanship. I have always found that that sort of 
thing only adds to one’s worries. You know that in the last year 
or so your aealth has not been as good as all your friends would 
like it to be, and I believe that any additional worry is bound to 
be prejudicial to your health.

A couple of years or so ago
Va:;' 021816 ] lnS offered me the Chairmanship of that Commission, and 
X refused it, solely for reasons of health. I put it to you that
you ought to think this thing over very carefully before undertaking 
the work.

We have had devçlish hot weather
and much rain in Montreal lately.

Kindest wishes always,

Ever yours faithfully.

X
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CANADIAN
PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY'S TELEGRAPH

CANADIAN
PACIFIC form T. U, 1 X

TELEGRAMTELEGRAPH

CMMK i't"......
CABLE CONNECTIONS TO ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD

(Printed in Canada) J. McMillan, General Manager of Telegraph», Montreal.

STANDARD TIME.

2* '
RAA10 64 NL BACKDAT E= ORILLIA ONT JULY 23-24=

MCGILL UNIVERSITY MONTREAL QUE=

THE GOVERNMENT OFFER ME POSITION CHAIRMAN 
COMMISSION STOP WORK TO OCCUPY A YEAR OR 
INTERFERE WITH MY COLLEGE DUTIES STOP 
WILL FEEL AS I DO THAT IT f 
TO ME BUT I THINK IT PROPER NOT 
TILL I HAVE YOUR BLESS ING=

SIR ARTHUR CURRIE=

CHIGNECTO CANAL
MORE BUT NOT TO 

I AM CERTAIN THAT YOU 
IS AN HONOR BOTH TO THE COLLEGE AND

TO SEND MY FINAL ACCEPTANCE

STEPHEN LEACOCK=
University will approve vour ,

/ 1 congratulate government upon eeourîng yoÏÏ^Ïiïcesî^Currïe?”1881011

phonedr
(S,;
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1

September
fourth
1930,

Dr. Stephen Leacock, 
The Old Brewery Bay, 
Orillia, ont.

My dear Stephen.*

Thank you vary match for sending me the
book on "Economic Prosperity in the 

it away with me when Î
British Empire". 

"Occmpany the Chancellor

I shall take

on his trip,
beginning on Saturday. I should thus ,ull fortify s^elf 

up to the Holts and other Economists 

President's party.

to stand

who generally make up the

Clad to hear that 

am lookin orwari to seeing you in October.

i-ver yours faithfully,

you are better, and I

r, i
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8th February, 1930.

Br* Stephen Leaoook, 
Department of Beononloa, 
Faoulty of Arts,

r -.'. :

Dear Leaoook,

. The ,f I?Q*4r « '* on your memorandum, 

1 think, was your promise to lot ne have a

report of professors teaching controversial 

eubjeo ts. You remember I told you of Oulliton 

and the student who wrote his father that the

professors of economies ere all ’’sold on 

government ownership of railways.

Brer yours faithfully,

Prlnc ipal,

k :....

m
m

'
*
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februry 19 ?.

">r. ''topiion Lsaoocic, 
cult,.. of Arts, 

:cGill University.

Dear . rofes or Loacoost-

I vo just nded to --Ir. C ill!ton 
o had a brief ah t td I v : stlio manuscript you sont ne. 

sorry I hrA not .or© time to discuss the e.ctor ith ni .
I a afraid that ono impression ho is li: oly to loave la 
that tho troubles .znioL the far sors experience ould disappear 
of the banks loaned noro freely to-than and at a lo'/or r te of 
Interest. 2hat is ot a fair conclusion, in view of the 
experience of the banks in loans to farmers in the three 
prairie provinces* on those loans tho banks Iiave lost mo;oy 
"-nd I dare say if they had loaned then twice aa much at a 
lo or rate of Interest, tho loss "ould have boon proportionally 
greater.

I have dram ir. Culliton*s attention 
to tho study of agricultural problems in the liaitod tates 
r; ■ ich is being made by tho national Industrial Conference 
îo .rd Incorporated, 237 -ark vonuo, How York. I have read 
sorio of their liter turo Lth great intorost.

Yours faithfully.

x incl -_1.

■■■■

x:

_______________________________________________ _______________________________ m
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McGILL UNIVERSITY
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February 21st, 1927

Sir Arthur Currie, 
McGill University, 
Montreal.

Dear Mr. Prindipal,

I thought you mi^ht be interested 
in looking over the enclosed. I know that it is a 
subject about which you have thought deeply.

I am s^ndin0 this to the Gazette, 
and it occured to me that perhaps you might have some 
valuable suggestions or some further information to 
offer in this connection.

Very sincerely,

iI

I

»•

* ' ■i . vSli



X jflsbruary 17, 1926*

Litv• Do, LL*J Chairman- a- .# U * CStephen Butlor Leacock, 3*A*e EtuD 

of tho Department of Beanomic8 and Political 3cloneo of lieGill University,

• »• »»9

has been one of the outstanding figures of Canada for many years. Born 

in Hampshire, Shglond, ho osma to Canada e %:/ in life and as a student 

at Up..or Canada College and later at tho University of Toronto inbibod 

the spirit of sturdy Canadian!sm which is so apparent in all his writings. 

Soon aftor graduating from the University he ma appointed to the Staff 

of U. ,jer Canada College and there end later at McGill he devoted hinsolf 

so the study of .clitics and economics. Today he is an authority whose 

words are listened to with attention and who has built up around List at 

McGill a capable and well balanced staff.

Dr. Leacock’s interest in Canada tod her affairs has been evidenced over 

In. 1917 and 1913 he mode a tour of the k ire, lecturingand over again*

imperial organisation under 'die auspices of the tides Trust, chile .ilson

. works on episodes of Canadian History are well known to every student «

As an author indeed his fame has gone ftr beyond the bounds of Canada.

His humorous works which perhaps migjtt technically be described as satires 

present the most acutely dram pictures of Canadian life, ictures wliich 

may some day take their place beside those of Aristophanes, Juvenal end 

Ho -no laiowo better the life of the small country torn, of 

the rich city with its finances and its fads, of the University than does 

Stephen Leacock, and no one who reads what he tea written with any under

standing can fell to realise now healthy is his good naturel ridicule.

Lollere.

0

wm
Wk
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Ho professor on the Staff of the University is -ore o.ulor 

snout? Ms col leagues and his students and t one talrns a caeaar interest 

in all that affects hie University. But after all thore is very little 
need to i; , ice "kr. leacooit to a Canadian audience and there 

doubt that his address to the Professional Institute and to 

Graduate Society will bo no re than worth hearing.

is no

the ilcGill

9
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September 21st, 1929.

Dr. Stephen Leacook, 
The Old Brewery Bay, 
Orillia, Ont.

Dear Stephen:-
, I have ycur note of the 16th ofSeptember, together with your memorandum on the 

Department of Economics and Political Science and am 
ready to discuss with you all matters raised therein when you return to the University.

I very much regret to learn that 
hfr% Hemaeon has been ill, and also Mr. Farthing and 

Goiorth* What is the matter with the Department 
of Economics? Is this the Inevitable result of the 
strange economic notions some of these men hold?
hile Goforth was a first-rato man in many ways I am not 

at all sorry that he has left the staff. I think the 
time had. arrived when Goforth was more interested in his 
outside work than he was with the work of the University. 
Uo man could possibly do what he was doing outside and 
give laithful service to his classes.

I saw Jack Farthing and am not at all 
surprised to learn from you that he will not be able to return. His retention on the staff Is something which 
will have to be seriously considered. " e cannot go on 
paying him a full salary if there is no likelihood of his coming back soon, 
condition.
salary must be considerably cut down.
likelihood of his return I think he should resign. We

> •*

We must get a report on his physical 
If he is likely to be away for some time his

If there is no
!

■ ' 'V



_____________________________________________

2 -By. Leacock
be *•.

will give him a fair chance for we are all fond of him.will discuss these matters when you return.However, we
I note what you say regarding theIn any event would youlack of stenographic assistance, have this stenographic assistance at Old Brewery Bay

during the summer.
All good wishes to you and duRoure.

Yours faithfully,
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March 29th, 1929

Dr. Stephen Leacock, 
Department of Economics, 
McGill University.

Dear Dr. Leacock:—

îflîLaUP5rÎ!ed and S0rr7 that this deficit Is so 
large. 1th reference to Monographs 5, 6, 7 and 8 

apparently obligated ovtrselves to pay ;806.99
"°r PfinHae papers » thd sales from vzhioh amounted to only '87.00

I do not wish to discourage the ■department of Economics in the good work it is doing 
in the matter of publication, but I submit âhat the 
aebiu and credit, as disclosed in the Garden City 
- ress account, is poor business.

Monograph ITo. 9 shews a deficit 
I wonder If it is worth it. I believeof $275.00.

in publications and I know we have not a University 
press, but there is a limit to the support our funds 
will permit us to give. I think we must in future 
have a more definite understanding as to these debits 
and possible credits.

Yours faithfully,

Principal.
V

■
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Æjm.Qp0 F ROM

The Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 

McGill University,

Montreal.
s®5

Principal and Vice-Chancellor :
Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.

Karch 30 th, 1928.

Bear 1,1 r. P r incipal :

î!r. Eayre of the Macmillan Company 
is coming from Toronto and will see me on Tuesday 
with a view to taking over the Monographs of my 
Department for the future, 
ri ht to put in advertisements and, with permission, 
give him one advertisement (McGill Graduate School) 
paid for "by us.

I will offer him the

This will "be our only cost.

In regard to the accounts shewn 
to you,I am glad to say you made a mistake in read
ing them.
standing payments not yet in, and the "balance due 
merely meant the part of the printer’s hill not yet 
paid. The total sales ran to more than * 600.00.

The sales recorded merely meant out-

IAfter Mr. Eayre I will ask to see you 
and try to settle the cues tion, so that in future 
it will cost us nothing.

STEPHEN LEACOCK.

l
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CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY
' -a*t

OFFICE OFTHE CHAIRMAN AND PRESIDENT

MONTREALPersonal February 2nd,1925.

Dear Sir Arthur:

I enclose herewith an ecitorial which

appeared in the St. John IJews on January 29th in which 

is a somewhat vicious attack on Professor leacock

because of certain statements he is reported to have 

made in an interview while in the Maritimes.

I imagine that the real occasion for the 

editorial was Professor Leacock’s comments on the

university situation in the Maritimes which, I under

stand, is a very controversial subject, 

perhaps have been better had he refrained from 

menting on matters of such purely local

In addition, his reference to the evils 

of over-expansion being experienced in McGill is rather 

unfortunate.

It would

com-

concem.

We may all believe that the day of the 

smaller university is fast approaching. Undoubtedly 

it is in Ontario and it can be truly said that Toronto 

University has become now so large as to be unwieldy 

but the same situation does not exist here. The number

of students at McGill University may conceivably remain 

the same as now for some years to come but the expansion

1
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pacific railway company

of THE CHAIRMAN AND PRESIDENT

CANADIAN
OFFICE

MONTREAL
- -2—

Thereof McGill’s facilities will have to continue.
that remarks of this kind may have an 

effect through "being misinterpreted.
is grave danger 
adverse public

Yours verv truly.
/

General Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal,
McGill University, 
Montreal.
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L STl JCHNS, P.Q., JAN. 29, 1925. !

i
ARE >1cG!LL'S BEST DAYS OVER?

ltl€„ " :’au Press service carried 
a despatch. from Moncton, N.B., of an 
interview given by Prof. Leacock of 
MoGi 11 last week .after :be had toured a

the Maritime provinces. Here are a 
few of his choice bits of wisdom:— 

“I am strongly opposed to further ; 
expansion of Canadian universities."’ j 
“At Montreal and Toronto I already i. 
see the folly of ever-expansion.” To ! 
the friends of old McGill this must he 
most disconcerting. He also said that ; 
the small university can do “far bet
ter work than can a large instttutflon:*' 

The conclusions tb be drawn from 
this latest Leacock spasm are that 
the people of this Province would be 
far wiser to send their sons and daugii 
ters to a small university like we have 
at Lennoxville than to over-expanded 
McGill. We have always been enthu
siastic about the life and work a; 
Bishbp’s College, Lennoxville, and 
agree that there is some sensfe in this 
conclusion. The other conclusion is 
that it would be utter folly to add to 
McGill's endowment or equipment anci 
that millionaires and the Quebec Gov
ernment must find some other outlet 
fbr zeal in higher education. It must 
he so for McGill suffers already from 
“over-expansion,” according to her 
own Prof. Leacock. But that is not

. <

all.
While in the Maritimes Prbf. Lea

cock has been lecturing at so much 
per night and has doubtless "been 
dined and wined by hospitable people.
He now offers them another pearl of 
wisdom, drawn from his experience 
with over-expanded universities, and 
he condemns the proposed university 
federation scheme down there. What 
his recent hosts will .think of this : 
advice gratis from their guest from 1 
McGill we can almost guess. We have * 
never accused Prof. Leacock of being 
an authority in matters lof good form 
and this interfered e with Maritime 
educational problems on his part ad- l 
vertises his innocence of the ordinary * 
proprieties of polite society, 
he ventures to congratulate two Mari- < 
time institutions for their stand 
this matter he simply becomes im- t 
pertinent. Because McG5.lI is failing < 
or falling down in its work is 
son why the proposed Maritime uni- « 
versity should not succeed. It might t 
even get professors whb attended to <" 
their work instead o.f becoming 
feasi-anal buffoons running all over the £ 
land and doing the stunts' of a lone end 1 
man escaped from a minstrel troup t 
at so much a stunt.

On this latter t<>int we strongly 
pedt Prof. Leacock has a sinister mo- 1 
tive that is not confessed. Does be 
dread the proposed university federa
tion in .the Maritimes be iause it , 
keeps in the Bast the clever students 

^ that now come to M'lGill f'4;m down 
there by the sea? Is his économie 
■9>ui stirred iby the prospective absence 
fhom McGills coffers of 
erable fees paid by such students? I 
We wonder. A glance at almost any £ 
graduation list at McGill shows that 
her prize men and honour men come 
largely from the East and we have s 
JlMinting suspicion that the wily Ste- 
■phen has conjured up this “over-ex
pansion ” bogey to frighten the 'Mari
times and save McGill -the loss that 
ithe .projected central university would 
Entail. Unhappily Ms wit is not so 
nimble as it1 might he. As he springs 
this sensation we can .almost see him 
leading .the audience in laughter, as 
he is wont to do when delivering his 
pearls (or elodS) of merriment, and 
sb his published interview leaves us j 
guessing. There must top something 
to explain his execrably bad taste. He 
cannon have interfered in the educa
tional situation down Eas't just to earn j 
the title of a bounder. He cannot have 
realized the blow he was dealing to 
McGill by exposing her weakness and 
warning against further support of 'her 
appeals. Perhaps he is just trying to 
be funny and fbol the people, .but this 
time he has succeeded even the wide 
bounds of his accustomed horse-play, 
and perhaps we should apologize to 
our readers for paying so much atten* 
tion" to his spasm.
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