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There are Agricultural Colleges and
Experimental Farms existing now in vari-
ous parts of the world; Germany is in
an advauced state as regards such.

It is our opiniou that far more good
would resultif the Government would al-
low private individuals to join their capi
tal and carry out such improvements as the
country might requirg. Not only would
the results be better, but an enterprise o
this description, under the management
fo & joint stock company, would be car-
ried on without a yearly amount of taxa-
tion. In tact, it would be to their advan-
tage to do everything well, and at the
samne time economically. The Govern
meut ought, and probably would give as-
sistance to a company of this sort, and it
the farming community (not the favored
tew) are to be benefitted, it must be
through the press.

Information is needed. Agricultural
papers were considered sources for fur-
uishing such to the farming community,
but 1t 1s extremely strange that tae same
Gtovernment that put the most oppressive
tax on agricultural publications, should at-
tempt to establish an Agricultural Col-
lege.  As we happen to be somewhat ac.
qnainted with the objects and intentions
of the late Government in imposiaz the
extortionate rate of postage on auricultu-
ral papers, and their reasons and inten-
tions tor the establishment of the Mimico
[arm, we cannot condemn in too strong
terms the steps that have been taken. The
postage was put on to check certain ag-
ricultural papers, and the Mimico Farm
was to check the Cunadian Agricultural
Ewporium ; the Ontario Farmer was to
nave been supported and other papers ob-
literated ; the Mimico Farm was to afford
a good fat Lerth for a certain individual
in this city.

It is a mere farce to pretend that the
Mimico Farm was intended for the good
of farmers'; that is a shallow
tence; it would have been the great: st
injustice and burden the farmers ever suf-
fered.

We know on what subject we are

pre=

Shall the Government carry out the Farm,
or shgdl it be left to private enterprise 1—
ainety-nine out of a hundred would favor
the latter. v

The question yet remains to be an-
swered: will the present Government
carry out the plans stolen by their prede-
cessors for political purposes, or wil they
legislate for the interests of agricultur-
sts?  The question may arise: in what
way could more good be done 1 we should
reply, by encouraging the spread of agri-
cultural information, the encouragement
of farmers’ clubs, and the spread of agri-
cultural books ; by allowing farmers
to establish their experimental, test and
sale farms by joint capital, which the law
at ’Freseut prevents.

he present Miuister of Agriculture is

a farmer, and we are impressed with the
obinion that he will do what he thinks
best for the country. We have our own
opinion in regard to this farm, but if the
past and present Governments deem the
expenditure judicious, we have only to
submit to the powers that be. We be-
lieve it has been from the effects of our
writings that the plan has been taken up,
although we may differ in the mode of
putting it into operation.

Agricultural S;)cleucn.

The annual meetings will take place on
the 3d week of thismonth for the election of
officers and other business. We regret to
say that in the majority of the Sociéties
but very little more is done than the elec-

. tion of officers ; so little attention is paid,

that scarcely enough farmers attend tle
weetings even for that purpoze, It ap
pears#o be one ot those things that is
everybody’s business, and almost lett to
nobndy. - The meetinss are so small that
sometimes they scarce'y deserve the nme.

Now there are mauvy subjects thas
might be discussed at these gatherings,
pertaining to the management of the
Exhibitions, The establishment of Far-
mers’ Clubs is a subject that might re-
ceive more attention, and as unity is
strength and knowledge is power, mem-
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f you are not ashamed of the poor ag-
ricultural papers  published in Canada,
when compared to those published on the:
other side, you ought to be, and you
should at once lend your aid to remedy
the evil. If you think agricultural infor-
mation is of any value, and it should be
distributed over the country through the
medim of .an agricultural journal pub-
lished monthly, semi-monthly, or weel:‘l{
and that a groper staff of editors could
select valuable information from the vari
ous agrieultural works published, and
from the reports of the Experimental, Edu-
cational and Test Farms in the United
States and other countries; if You think
that such a publication shouid mot be
made subservient to either political rty

or sect, would it not be well to t in
forming a company and elect ers to
carry out such an undertaking, one

person attempts to do this, no matter how
guarded he may be, it will most assuredly
be termed a party paper by some,

We, as farmers meeting for agricultural
purposes should know only one party—
the agricultural party.

If you think such a publication would
be of service, you might -express yourself
to that effect, or, if, in your opinion,
the postage on agncultunl periodicals
should not exceed that on common news-
papers, you could apply for its alteration,

If you counsider it necessary that the
Government should establish “an Educa-
tional and Test Farm, your 'voice mwight
strengthen them ; and, on the other hand,
if you think the cost would be more than
the institution would be worth, or that
it would be a mere shelving place for poli-
ticians and a political lever, or that it
could-be better carried out by a company,
you might use your influence against it.

We have no doubt that if the Societies
were to call the attention of the Govern-
ment to thesefacts, but that the griev-
ances, if any, would be removed.

———e P

Read the Club Prize List in this paper and en-

courage the young folks to obtain some of them.

The chromos are beautiful, are prizes
fort.heu.efnl,mdthou_ $o make maney,




2

.

The Profiis of Soiling Cattle,

Ingadvocating the soiling of cattle we
are not bringing forward something new,
nor writing in favor of a mere theory.
The system has been long tried and found
to he attended with great profits. Nor do

* 'we merely speak from the experience of

others. We speak from our own experi-
ence, an experience of many ﬁears. And
yet soiling i8 so little known here as a sys-
tem, that when, talking lately of the ad.
vantages of more thorough culture of the
soil and more liberal manuring, wespokeof"
soiling cattle as & means of increasing the
manure heap, we were asked what is meant
by soiling cattle. ~We had to.explain the
rudiments of the system, as the feeding in
the house or yard with green crops raised
and cut for the purpose, instead of leaving
them to graze on the roads and commons,
or, at best, on the pasture of the fields,
without any additional food. )
Soiling cattle necessarily involves addi-
tional labor, and consequently additional
expense. This is the objection made to it
by those who are not practically acquaint-
od with the profits, or who have not given
it due consideration. If, by stating what
has been our experience in soiling, and
pointing out its practibility and its advan-
tages, we induce some to make a trial of it
even partially, much will have been done
towards its more general introduction.
One of the greatest benefits of soiling is
that in order to carryit out effectually
there must be an entire change in the crop-
ing of the farm. It will be necessary to
Ho away with that exhaustive method of
sowing after grain in uninterrupted saces-
sion, till every element of fertility essen-
tial to the growth of cereals having been
drawn from the soil, it is left to rest.
In the soiling system there is a regular
rotation of crops, such as instead of im

" poverishing, will enrich the soil. The sys-

tem adopted. may be a four course, a five
course,or a 8ix course system, as the farmer
deems most judicious under the circum-
stances, but to farm well there must be
some systen. In some counties in Ireland
the produce of the soil was surprising,from
following the four course system, but it is
perhaps best adapted to small farms. 1
for many years followed the six course
rotation ; having one-sixth of the farm
under well manured root crops, one-six
clover and rye grass for soiling and hay,
one-sixth pasture, one-sixth other crops
for soiling, and two-sixth cereals. This
may be described as a mixed system,
partly pasture, and partly soiling. Horned
stock were fed some hours every day in
the yard ; horses altogether in the stable;
swine on vetches, clover, cabbages, &c.,
till the time came for finishing them oft
for the butcher.

Another advantage of soiling is that
there will be a large increase of manure.
Instead of being scattered over the roads
or commons, or lying in the pasture fields,
wasting to fertilizing elements by expo-
siure to the atmosphere, it will be in the
manure heap, with the refuse from the
racks, the weeds, &c.  Abundance of ma-
nure is one of the elments of successful
farming. There is truth in the old Scotch
saying, “ Where there is muck there is
luck.”

A third advantage of soiling is :—The
cattle will be in better condition than if
fed on oridinary pasture. Having a suf-
ficiency of the best aud most suitable food
given to them they will be always in bet-
ter order than if lett to pick up short and
often coarse, unsuitable herbage and weeds
as,best they can. Add to this that the
supply of good and abundant food will
produce more milk, butter and cheese.

One of the greatest profits from soiling
is in the economy of the land. One-half
acre of land per hicad will produce a sufii-
ciency of food for cows.  This we know
from experience, Our farmers will be able
to estimate what-area of ordinary pasture
land per head is required for cows to
gather their subsistance from, and thus,
comparing one system with the other, as-
certain what will be the economy of land.

The query naturally arises ; What crops

FARMERS ADVOCATE

are we to sow for soiling if we adopt this
system? This query I now proceed to an-
swer, first observing the greatest difficulty
has always been in having green food for
soiling early enough in the season, and in
this climate the difficulty must be greater
than where the winters are shorter, and
vegetation not retarded to so latea period.
But this obstacle can be surmounted. The
first crop ready for soiling in the milder
climates is winter vetches or tares. Here
we cannot expect them. For your earliest
crop for soiling sow fall rye in August or
or September.  We have had it mown for
soiling in' good time to be succeeded by a
crop of potatoes. In Britain our rotation
for soiling was tares, spring vatches,clover
andryegrass,annual of perennial, oats and
peas, cabbages and rape. 'I'ben followed
the root crop. ‘

Let your crops for soiling be in succes-
sion, as follows: 1. Fall Rye, sown in
September. 2. Oats, sown early in April.
3. Oats, sown later in the same month.
4, Oats and peas mixed, sown early in
May. 5. Corn sown in drills about the
middle of the same month. 6. Cornsown
towards the end of the same month. 7.
Another sowing of corn the first week in
June. 8and9. Two sowings of barley,
one in the middle of June, the other the
first week in July. For some of these
you may Substitute millet or Hungarian
grass, and you may use in addition some
of your clover crop green. This succes-
gion of erops will bring you on until you
begin to use the tops of your mangolds,
turnips, carrots and sugar beets. The
roots, with hay, straw, &ec., will bring
your farm stock well through the winter.

As soon as your early soiling crops are
used, let there be no delay in manuring
and ploughing the ground on which they
grew, and 80w other crops in their stead ;
so you will raise two crops instead of one ;
and your land will be free from weeds and
in good condition. As we take it for
granted that you have made no prepara-
tions in autunn for soiling, we would say
commence with the second crop in the
above rotation, sowing tor the purpose
.oats as early in April as you can. [ou
may pursue, as I nave done, a mixed
course, making soiling an  auxiliary to
our pasture. You will find its profits in
the condition of your farm stock, in your
dairy, in the increased fertility of youwr
farm.

This is the season when good farmers
lay their plans for the culture of their
farms for the ensuing year. . Resolve to
make trial of a systematic rotation of
crops, and of, at least in part, soiling your
cattle. Let thif®be included in your plan
of farming for 1873.—Asst Ep.

e O
I'ree Trade.

In another part of our paper will be
geen 4 comumunication from Dr. Brown.—
The doctor’s aim appears to be free trade,
and it would be good enough if we could
obtain it, but our legislators have but
but little power when treating on this
subject.  The Americans have the power
in their hands.

Perhaps some plan might be brought
forward that would answer both coun-
tries. Wemight pay them a certain sum
and submit to the same external duties
that they impose. Almost any plan
would be preferable to the numerous pil-
fering and expensive custom officers that
have to be maintained on both sides of the
lines. .

The doctor’s opinion in regard to the
agrioulturist being uurepresented by the
press, we think too true. The two politi-
cal parties strive for power; money has
power, and, undoubtedly, farmers have
not as much of that commodity as railway
men, manufactnrers, brewers, distiliers,
lumbermen and stock brokers. The time
is Tast approaching, however, when the in-
terests of the farmer will be more closely
looked after.

We hope the doctor and numerous other
farmers (for the doctor is a farmer) will
unite and join the company as soon as the

the FARMERS’ ADVOCATE a weekly paper,
and of such interest and importance as
will not put our Canadiam farmers under
the necessity of taking so many American
agricultural publications, or at least have
a paper equal to any on the other side.

The doctor has thrown out two or three
valuable hints, We hope others will ex-
press themselves should they differ with
the doctor. His aim and desire appears to
be forthe interest of the farmer. Answer
his question ; who will speak next?

Prizes at Agrieultural Exhi-
bitions. .

We all believe that we live in the most
advanced age of improvement. Progress
is rapidly made in mechanism, arts and
sciences.

Let us farmers ask ourselves what ad-*
%ancement has been made during the past
ten years in our public agricultural affairs.
It aprears to us that the grand progres-
sive schemes have been brought about by
our ancestors, and we are merely rusting
in the track already laid down by them.—
We should be progressive and not content
to stand still ; we must cither be retro-
grading or advancing.

Just look over the Prize Lists of -our
Exhibitions, whether stock, seed, art ex-
hibition, or ploughing match, and where
are our improvements ! True, there are
improvements in implements, stock and
arts, but what about seeds? and what is
more important?  Nothing, except it be
agricultural information.

One of our most enterprising sub-
scribers called at our office and said he
had gained many money prizes at exhibi-
tions, but he would much rather have a
library of agricultural books, useful orna-
ments, instruments of science, or works
of art. He had gold medals which he
thought much more about than the money,
as he conld keep and bequeath them to his
descendants as trophies of honor, while
the money would only be expended. He
considered that by the distribution of ag-
ricultural books and publications much
u-eful and valuable information would be
circulated throughout the country that
would, perhaps, do as much good as the
exhibitions themselves, thus doubling the
utility of the exhibitions, He would
suggest the division ot the prize money,
and the payment of the prizes part in
cash and part in publications.

It is our impression that this suggestion
should be c¢onsidered by the several Boards
of Agriculture both " in Ontario and
Quebec. ’

—

Information Wanted.

A letter was received from Yorkville P.
0., containing $1, but no name was sent.
Another letter containing roney has been
received from (+. Featherstone, but no
post office address is to be found on the
letter orin it.  Another letter containing
$1, has been received, but neither name
or place to be found.  We have also re-
ceived a paid letter from Montreal, con-
taining a carefully folded piece of brown
paper and nothing more.

n writing please always be careful and
give the correct . O. to which your paper
1s mailed. :

Copy of Resolution Adopted:
Nov. Sth, 1872

“It was moved by Mr. Denison, seconded
by Hon. O. Blake, and resolved,- ‘That it is
with feelings of unfeigned regret this Board has
learned of the death of one of its members,
John Sne!l, Esq., who died at his residence,
Willow Lodge, near Brampton, on Iiiday, the
1st of November, 1872.

*“ Mr. Sne I's name was quite a household
word with Canadian firmers, and, indeed, he
was well knowu throughout this Continent as
a breeper and importer of thoiough-bred Dur-
hams and Galway cattle, Leicester and Cots-
wuold sheep, and improved Berkshire pigs. Few
men have dorre more for their brother farmers
than Mr. Snell, who laid the foundation of his
fortune by.his own :trong arm and willing
heart.

prospectus is before the country, and make .

‘“ And that a copy of this resolution be for-
warded to his family,”

Tuarnips.
A FIVE DOLLAR  PRIZE.

A real, practical, energetic farmer has
placed at our disposal the sum of $5, to
be awarded to the person who will send
in the bes_t essay on the Cultivation of
the Turnip, the letters to be published in
this paper.

. The donor does not wish his name pub-
lished, but it will be made known to the
successful writer.  The article to be writ-
ten plainly and pointedly ; unintelligible
expressions are to be avoided,in fact, it is
to be the plain practice that every farmer
can understand,

We will allow a column and a half, if
required, although the length need not ex-
ceed halt acolumn, and if the writer can
condense more information into it than
another can in a column and a half, all the
better for him. Should the article require
more than a column and a half, it will be
coutinued in the following issue. . The
article must be original.  Young men, try
and get this prize.
————e e

Communication.

We are in receipt of a letter signed “ A
Practical Farmer,” dated E. Gwillembury,
and bearing the post-mark Kingston. We
for once break our rule not to notice any
anonymous communication,

The writer complains of our opposing
the Ontario Government’s measure to im-
port improved farm stock. This argument
1s based on the ungrounded assumption
that the “importers and breeders have
formed a regular monopoly so that it is
beyond the means of the. poorer class of
farmers to become possessors of well-bred
stock.” There is not;mor-eanthere e, in
this business a monopoly. Everything
connected with it—the purchasing—the
selling by open, unrestricted sale—renders
a monopoly in it impossible. American
breeders find it to be their interest to
make heavy purchases at the stock sales
of Canadian importers and breeders.
American writers admit that in Canada
improved stock can be purchased on most
advantageous terms.

.The charge of monopoly is not only
without foundation, it is unjust to the
stock importers and stock breeders of the
Dominion—men who have done go-much
for the prosperity ot the country.

As from the nature of the business and
its attendants circumstances there can be
no monopoly; then the argument of the
writer falls to the ground, a baseless
fiction. The FARMERS ADVOCATE is not
conducted in the ““interests of a tew
breeders,” or of any class, but of the farm-
ers, and of the country at large. We write
not in opposition to those in power, nor in
slavish advocacy of them. Our is a less
ambitious aim—to promote the interests of
agriculture, and the prosperity of the
country.—AssT ED,

>0 .
The “Ontario Teacher,”

We talke pleasure in announcing that
Messrs. Ross & McColl, ot Strathroy, are
about to issue a pullication under the
above heading ; the prospectus is before
us. From the staff of contributors and
from the known ability of Mr. Ross as a
School Inspector, and DMr. McColl as
a writer, we feel satisfied that the work
will be a valuable and useful one, par-
ticularly for teachers. They should send
for a specimen copy.

BHROPSHIRE SHEEP.

A correspondent of the Irish Farmer's Ga-
zette says of tie Siropshire breed of sheep :
* I beg to give the results of my experience.
Ist, they will rear two and sometimes thiee
lambs better than a new Leicester ote.  2nd,
their lambs are much hardier. 3rd, when fat,
the mutton is worth 1d. per Ib. more than the
Leicesters, as there is always plenty of lean of
a superi r quality with the fat ; and my rams
cut from 9 to 11§ ibs. woo! each. I put 90
Shropshire ewes to the ram last season, 8 of
which brought me 3 lambs each, 4 brought 4
each, and one brought me five lambs ; all live,
healthy lambs; very few; brought single

Jambs,
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Agricultoral.

Address by W. D: Wilson, at a Meeting
of the N. L. Towa Agricultural Sc-
ciety, abridged.—

The position of the farmer is a very
high one ; ail labor rests on his ; the arst
tariner was the first man., All true uo-
bility rests upon the possession of the
land, aud nas been so recognized from the
begiuning,

He emphatically represents the neces-
Bities, anu continuous hard labor. With-
ouv him, man could not exist, but his rule
18 vhav the eartu suall feed and clothe him
and his famly, aud to obtaln a surplus
for the subsisieice of others, In all, he
is uspendent upon Lis 1dustry, saiii and
the seasons, and then has to wait tor his
Crops to grow. A faiiure to prepare, plant
aud SowW ab the must propitious tunes is
hiable to bring him to waut and to produce
a food famine. His trusts are tueretfore
very grave, and whiist they are in their
proper execution, the most ennobling Gou
ever gave to 1nan, he 100 irequeuntly es-
teews the labor to produce the bread and
meat he was commanded to obtain from
the earth by the sweat of his tace, a curse
instead of a blessing.

From wheuce are principally obtained
our statesmen, our jurists, our legislators,
our merchant priuces, our engineers, our
working men and wowmen of the cities but
from the tarm % ‘T'he industry and physi-

. cal energy that secures success are obtained

on the 1arm. 'I'he cities’ energies are re
cruited trom the country. Let the tarm
1a1l"to produce both men and wolnen, the
energies of the world taill.  As on the mo-
ther 13 dependent almost the whole 1uture
ot the chiid, 80 on the tarm is dependent
the future of the world. I'or ail the

~cares and drudgery of tarm life the farmer

has his compensagory advantages. He is
permanent—or should and can be—and
thus finds security and competency, none
Lo molest Lim or make him arald, 1t he is
true to himself, ) '

[The lecturer, after dwelling for some
time on the resources dt the command of
the tarmer, thus proceeds to enquire, does
he fully develope those resources | |

Such 13 lis commanding position, arnd
such are a portion of his facilities for im.
proviug it, but what does the tarmer do for
‘allvhis moreturn ' KFor white the world is
depeudent upon him he is dependent upon
s exertions and his intelligence in co-
operating with nature.  Absolutely noth-
lug whea compared with what he might
do.  Ou the contrary, he robs and impov-
erishes w8 rich inheritance and scatters
abroad over the earth by drawing from
1ts cofters and never restoring.  Wuiilst all
nature works for him, he does little or
nothing for nature. I'he ingredients that
are especlally the life of the wheat plant
are seub abroad never to return, and the
meaus that are at hand to restore these
lmporcaut elements, such as the growth
of clover and other glasses, are almost en-
ticely neglected.

LA poruon of the lecture is given to
the question: Wiat should the farmer
raise 1or vhe markett  There is no doubt
tuat here too, as in the States, more avten-
tion should be paid to raising and fatten-
ug stock than has hitherto been given to
this very importaut subject, |

T'hat our system of farmiug is in many
respects, radically wrong, cannot admit of
a doubt,  What is the vhject of farming
should. be seriously considered by all who
cultivate the svil.  Mainly, and almost
wholly, 1618 to supply the Luman tamily
with those articles of food, and raw ma-
terial which are most necded by mankiud,
and which, as a consequence ot that need,
bring the nighest prices ‘Theretore a far-
mer should study to ascertain which are
the articles mnost in demand, and to which
he can best adape his acres, so as to supply
auy part of that dewand and to obtain
the highest profit. If he does this, his
reward will be ten-fold ; he will have the
satisfaction of having done to the -cowm-
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| munity the greatest good possible, which
will satisfy him as having performed a
high moral duty. " He wall also have the
satisfaction of having produced and sold
those articles that paid the best, and that
will tickle his pocket, one of the most
seasitive parts of our moral faculties, es-
pecially in these days. Philanthrophy
and self interest agree in this case,

But these are not the only benefits the
farmer derives by supplying the articles
that are in greatest demand; for, very
generally, these articles are precisely those
whose productions least exhaust his land,
and they are generally such as have the
greatest concentrated value. That which

18 produced by and trom cattle, sheep,
hogs, horses, &c., is embraced in the con-
centrated productions, Whilst wheat
does not receive, on an average, a price
that will pay for its average cost of pro-
duction, corn commands more than double
its cost of production when Judicichsly
fed to stock. :

[We will make another brief extract in
which the lecturer enters iiito a calculation
ot what additional profit might be made
on the farm by improvement ¢t stock and
more careful husbandry. We may our-
selves often proiit by the lessons taught
to others. |

We will not dwell further on this point,
but look a little into what might be done
more than 'is- done on the tarm with a
trifling additional expense, and the saving
of what is produced.

We have been inquiring for years in re
gard to the following points in the man-
agement of a tarm, and we feel that we
place the figures below rather than above
the real facts :

There is an average wasted -annu-

ally ofl every tarm of what is

produced.....................ove......, $75.00
What could be produced in addi-

tion to the general productions

of the farm........................... 75.00
Improvement of stock, by a small
expenditure............o............. 76.00
Improper feeding of stock and bad
Bhelter......o..coivvnnniniinnn i, 76.00
Loss from improvident damage to .~
farm tools...................c.ooio 25.00

The above presents an average loss on
each farm in the above items ot §325.00 ;
but suppose we take only the average of
two huudred dollars, and as we have not
less than 200,000 farmers in the State, it
gives the startling aggregate of forty mil-
lions of dollars ! that might ve saved the
State by using proper ecouomy and with a
small additional cost only in breeding ani-
mals not exceeding an average of $25 to
each farmer.

IS FARMING IN THE WESTERN STATES
PROFITABLE

As the great dependence of the Ameri-
can farmer for remuneration for his ex-
penditure of money and time on the land
13 on the nett prices he receives for his
grain, the following article from the Chi-
cago 1'ribune is conclusive proof that
farming in that country caunot bring in
much profit :—

It is becoming a serious question what
is to be done with the grain products of
the country.  During the last sixty days,
there has been a general adwance in the
rates of freights all over the country, and
the effect is crushing upon those who pro-=-
duce the lower-priced varieties of grain.—
This advance has not aftected the wheat-
growers 8o much, because there is com-
paratively very little wheat going for-
ward. This is, however, accidental. As
an illustration, let us give some figures. —
The cost of moving corn from a point one9
hundred miles distant from Chicago, by
the way of the lakes and the Lrie Canal,
including the intermediate charges, to
New York, is 414 cents. This does not
'include any charge or profit in that city.
The price of cornin New York is 65 cts,
Allowing three cents per bushel to cover
{)roﬁts and expenses in New York, there is

eft to the producer just 21 cents per
bushel for his corn, ‘In oats, the case is

even worse. It costs to deliver oats from
a point like distant from Chicago, in the
boat at New York, 31 cents per bushel.—
Oatsare selling in New York at 40 to 44
cents. If 2 cents per bushel be allowed
for jexpenses and profits in New York,
there is left to the producer six to ten cts,
per bushel for his oats at the place of
growth. .

Of course, there is a limit beyond which
wheat, corn, and oats cannot be trans:
ported, except at a cost equalling or ex:
ceeding the value of the article. Th
rate of freight on oats has almost reache
that point now. They may be still fur:
ther advanced until they prohibit the
transportation of corn, and even of wheat,
The present freight charges to New York
are nearly double the average rates of last
year, and the advance in freights is of ne-:
cessity taken from the price of the grain
in the hands of the producer.

The rise in domestic freights is in sym.
pathy with the advance in ocean freights,
but the oppression upon the producers is
mone the less severe. It comsumes their
product. It is no longer a case of sending
one bushel to pay the freight on another !
that operation no longer pays. The pro-
ducer, if freights go any higher, or the
price of grain should fall in Liverpool,‘
will ‘have to send some money along, iu
addition to the corn, to pay the freight
on the latter, »

REDUCING BONES,

In the discussion of wheat culture, at
the late Agricultural Convention in New-
port, N. H,, Mr. Pattee, of Warner, gave
a formula for reducing bones, as fol-
lows :— :
-~ Place them ~in- & large kettle, mixed
with ashes and about one peck of lime to
a barrel of bones. Cover with water and
boil.  In twenty-four hours all the bones,
with the exception, perhaps, of the hard
shinbones, will bécome so. much softened
as to be easily pulverizéd by hand, They,
will not be in particles of bone, but in a
pasty condition, and in excellent form to
mix with muck, loam or ashes. By boiling
the shinbones ten or twelve hours longer,
they will also become goft. This is‘an
easy and cheap method of reducing bones.
It the farmer will set aside a cask for
the reception of bones in some convenient
place, and throw all that are found on the
farm into it, especially if one or two dead
horses come into his possession, he will
be likely te find a valuable collection
at the end of the year, which would prove
a valuable adjunct to the manure-heap.

SUTTON'S NEW GIANT HYBRID COW
CLOVER.

Messrs. Sutton & Sons, teading, have
sent us a specimen of their new Giant
Hybrid Cow Clover, which has already
given two cuttings this year, the mmple
sent beiug of the third cutting. The
specimen we have received is nearly thirty
inches in height, and appears to be very
succulent.  Messrs. Sutton state that ig
has been produced by a cross between the
common red clover and cow-grass, and has
been found to succeed well on soils that
will not grow the common red clover, It
appears, therefore, well deserving of a
teial.—/rish Farmers Gazette.

MR. MECHI ON THE ENGLISH HARVEST.

—Mr. Mechi, the great scientific farmer,
sums up  the results of the English har-
vest in the London 7%mes. He says he is
no alarmist, but he believes that England
will have to pay for foreign corn, in quan-
tity and price, £15,000,000 to £20,000,000
sterling more than in a good wheat season.

CorN POR SOILING.—An American
paper says a dairy, whose butter is ex-
celled by mo other in the Philadelphia
market, pretty much sustained 58 cows
on sowec{) corn from the middle of last
July to the middle of October, and that
too from the product of three acres., It
was estimaw{) that no less than ninety
tons of food were taken from the three

1 &cres,

OLD. PASTURES OR NEW.

There are two opinions about pastures.
Oune is that it is more profitable to feed
ouly newly seeded land, using it not more
than two years before plowinf it up for a
reseeding ; and the other to let it remain
tl')(;r many“years. alel‘tivlv)in the rurface to

come fully occupi y shenati\ o grasses,
these being supposed to be the be: ; adapted
to develop its power of production.

It we consider this question according to
thegeneral practice of farming communities
in this country, we can not hesitate to
decide that the greatest profit will follow
the first named method, for there is no
disputing tne proposition that timothy,
red-top, orchard grass, ‘and red clover,
newly sown on.a well prepared and well
manured soil, will produce much more
forage (and of a highly nutritious kind)
than will a close turf of blue grass, white
clover, etc., which has for many years had
full possession of the ground, and has had
no artificial stimulation. The difference
in amount will be much more than enough
torepay the cost of breaking up, manuring
and seeding.

It is not now a question whether the
cows will do better on one kind of pasture
than on the other, only which will produce
the.Jargest money profit. ' If a single cow
were allowed to roam over ten aeres of
short old pasture, picking up her'whole
living in white eclover and the tender
sgrouu of blue grass, there. is'no"den ing
that she would give more milk, more "{ut-
ter, and more cheese than she would if
feeding, however abundant) . on  the
coarser grasses of an artificial past

But our purpose in farmi is -not to t
the largest™ '}))daﬁ‘ble" yield srom g:r cogv:,
)

but to get the largest possible yield from
our land.. The cows are only implements
for converting the products of - the field
into the saleable products of the dairy,

An average first-class cow coming in in
May, will make 200 1bs. of butter in the
season on good natural ‘ pasture, but she
will require at least three acres of land for
her .exclusive use, At 300, per - 1b. ‘the
season’s produce will be $60—or ’l'so
acre. On a good artificial pasture shem

e fully supported by the produce of a
single ‘acre, ] Suppoeing that one-third of
the produce is consumed by the interest o
the extra number of cows, and by the cost
of keeping up the pastures—which is surely
a very lberal allowance—we shall have
$36 instead of $20 as the return per acre.
in addition to this, we shall make ourselves
wmuch more independent of variations of
the seasons, fora well worked rich medow
is far less injured by excessive drouth than
any natural pasture on the same soil conld
be. This, of itself, will often equal the
drawback we have allowed for e B 0o8t. -

To put the proposition in another form,
we may expect, from the foregoing cal-
culation, as large a cash profit-from ten
acres of artificial as from eighteen acres of
natural pasture, and there would be far
less risk from unusual drouth It is not

roposed, of course, that rough or waste
ands should be used for artificial pastures
(they would not repay the cost), only that
such fields as are susceptible of pro table
subjection should not be left wil

How nearly natural pastures may be
made equal to artificial ones by the use of
the harrow and liberal -to dressings is a
proposition ‘not considere«f)- above. The
cost would generally be |less than that of
reseeding, and the result equally good.
In|any case, no pasture—old or new—
should ever be over stocked.—American
Agriculturist.

QUANTITY OF ROOT$ FOR STOCK.

An intelligent farmer in Ireland gives
the following as the respective quantities
of roots consumed by the different classes
of stock on his premises :—

“ Stall-fed, 74 to 8 tons per head ; store
cattle, 4 to 6 tons per head ;
sheep, 15 to 17 cwt. per head; other sheep,

10 to 13 cwt. per head,”

per
ay .
ﬁ';ve only 180 1bs., worth 54, but she m{l
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FROM CONTINENTAL CORRESPONDENCE
OF PRAIRIE FARMER.

In several parts of France, Lot, Tarn,
etc., several rich deposits of phosphates
have been tound. It is English speculators
that buy up and work the beds, the French
hesitating to invest though patriotically
appaaled to to do so. There is #n eviden
destre in Frauce to find in phosphates anu
vitrates a substitute for guano ; during
the last twelve months there was a remark-
able increase in the sale of- commercial
manures. [n the neighbourhood of Nanter
the trade was peculiar. There the farmer:
have had a prejudice that no manure was
good which had not'a “black look.” It
was there that phosphates trom their colo)
. became unfashionable, and turf was artfully
reduced to powder, and, hanks to its color,
met a ready sale as animal black. At
present the most barefac:d frauds are com-
" mitted in Nantes. The coarse sand of the
Loire is reduced, by powertul machines,
to powder and mixed with phosphates, or
Britany contributes its schist; which ou
being reduced to powder, is elegantly made
up in bags, labelled, and returned to the
Bretous as pure phosphate !

With the view of checking frauds in
manures, as well as to secure a diminution
of price, several local tarming societies
have formed themselves into companies to
Purchase their industrial manures en bloc
The priee of these manures nLas, since the
war, augmented some 25 per cent. One
pouad of nitrogen, as now estimated, costs
one franc and a half; formerly the price
was a little over one franc. Then the loss
of live stock by the war and the plague,
and the diminished supply of manure, may
be judged by the figures that ,1869, France
employed but 12,000 tous of superphos-
phates, whilst in 1871 she used 6,000 tone.

Lucerne is in this country regarded as
the ‘ Providential forage” plant, ana
exhibits a marvellous development when
irrigated—a process that France has much
neglected. It is acknowledged that arti
ficial grasses can be more profltably replacec
by lucerne. In Saxony this latter plant
works wonders on light soils, when plowea
in green as a preparation tor a grain crop.
French farmers adopt the same plan ; they
sow about twelve pounds of lucerne per
acre with the barley in February, plowing
down the lucerne after the harvest, as
preparation for winter wheat.

TOP-DRESSING MEADOWS.

A writer in the New York 7'/mes says :
Lands that are natural for grass, such as
are most of our river bottoms and clay
uplands, need no plow to keep up their
fertility. By top-dressing they can be
kept light and productive indefinitely.—
We have seen upland meadows that had
not been plowed for halt a century, and
the quantity and quality of grass they

produced are rarely excelled. The quality
" especially was excellent.

We are confident that, with proper
treatment, the quality of hay raised on
old meadows.improves from year to year.
It becomes firer, and there 1s a greater
variety., Let the land, after it has pro-
duced two crops of grass, be top-dressed
in the fall, and instead of the grass run-
ning out, as it is inclined to do when let
alone, severely, it is wonderful to see
what a variety of new grasses come in.—
The turf thickens, and instead of two va
rieties of grass, we get half a dozen, and
in the course of a few years a dozen ; and
even two dozen have been counted grow-
ing on the same square rod.

FarmiNGg IN THE WEsT. —A Kansas
farmer asks the question : Does it pay to
raiseoats? To solve the question he en-
ters into a minute calculation of a debit
and credit account of ten acres of oats,
and arrives at the conclusion that it does
not pay. The crop of ten acres would
cost $95, not including rent, taxes or the

board of laborers employed, while the
oats raised—400 bushels—40 bushels per
acre, would, at Western prices (20 cts. per
bushel, realize only $80. Such is farming

in Kansas,

PRACTICAL LESSONS IN FEEDING HOGS.

Some years ago, when I was just begin-
ning to farm, I was desirous of knowing
the best way of fattening hogs, and I de-
termined to try the ditferent plans, and
also to ascertain how much perk a barrel
of corn would make. I made a floored pen
and covered it in; weighed three hogs and
put them in the pen. I also weighed
three of the same size and put them in a
dry lot—average weight one hundred and
seventy-five pounds. I fed six barrels of
corn to the six hogs. They were forty
days eating the corn, with a plenty of salt
and water. The average gain was seventy-
tive pouuds.  The hogs in the lot gaimed
the most. One that was fattened in the
lot gained eighty-eight pounds. One in
pen gained eighty-four pounds ; the other
four uot so thrifty.

These hogs were about fourteen months
old when slauzhteréd. I put them up
to the 25th ot October. There was a great
deal of sleet and snow during the month
of November, which gave the hogs in the
pen an advantage they would not have
hadif the weather had been favorable; they
were each fed on the same quantity ot
grain, It also shows that one bushel of
corn will make fifteen pounds of pork, and
that the six barrels of corn made eleven
dollars and  twenty-five cents worth of
pork, at two anda half cents per pound,
and that the farmer gets twelve and one-
half cents for his labor of feeding per
bushel. Hogs will fatten faster in Sep-
tember and October than they will in
colder weather.

Another very important question or in-
quiry suggests itself from the foregoing,
and that is:—What is it worth to raise
hogs to the average weight of one hundred
and seventy-five pounds? It may be dif-
ticult to determine the exact value ot the
grass, clover and grain fields that the hogs
teell on while growing to the gross weight
of one hundred and seventy-five pounds,
but with these agsistaunts I can raise a hog
to weigh one hundred and seventy-five
pounds and over, with one barrel of corn,
[t will be seen from these estimates
that two barrels of corn, with the advan-
tage of grass, clover and grain fields, will
produce about two hundred pounds of net
porkto two hundred and fitty pounds gross.
Hogs do best in large fields with plenty
of water, and the farmer who cuts up his
corn in the months of September and Oc-
tober, and hauls it out on his fields, will
be amply paid for his labor, in the im-
provement of his land, from the stalks aud
manure of hogs. Itisa great saving of
labor to turn the hogs in the field when
the quantity of hogs and the size of the
field suit.— Cor. Ohio Farmer,

OX-TEAMS V3. HORSES.

In this go-ahead age it is a dismal sight.
to see an able-bodied man toiling along
the road at the slow pace of a pair of oxen,
and we have probably had as much to say
as any one iu favor of the substitution of
the faster horse or mule team.

Weare bound to confess, however, that
the picture has another side which is
worthy of careful consideration. Ox-teams
are slow, it is true, but, they are effective,
cheap, and convenient. Horses are a ne
cessity for regularroad work and for many
operations on the farm, but it is almost in-
dispensible to have for occasions consider-
ably more team force than is needed re-
gularly. If the extra work of plowing,
harvesting and hauling manure is done by
horses, we make up our minds to have
them more than balf the year eating off
their heads in 1dleness, and to be in con-
stant danger from loss from the thousand
ils that horse-flesh is heir to. To state
the case in a nutshell, an idle horse
is idle capital, invested in an extra hazard-
ous risk,without insurance; and consuming
itself month after mouth,

Oxen, on the other hand, if properly
trcated, are a tolerably sate storehouse of
working power. When not at work they
are laying on flesh, which is worth so much
per pound in the ready market, if we

again in the form of hard work whenever
we may call upon it. In case of accident
we may realize the full amount of our in-
vestment at the hands of the mnearest
butcher. Awidle ox is active capital, the
investment is safe and well insured, and
his fodder is pretty certain to get paid for,
either in flesh or in work.

The_difference in returns in the two
cases i8 a most important one, and the
extra cost of teamster in the use of the
slower animale is probahly well compen-
sated for by the saving in saddlery bills.
And, after all, the question of speed is of
less eonsequence than we often imagine it
to be. e have lately had and opportu-
nity to witness two teams in use in our
neighborhood, cne of horses and one oxen,
both engaged in similar work (mainly on
the road), and we have come to the con-
clusion, against our preconceived notions.
that “slow and steady wins the race.”
Tite oxen seem to do more work in a week
than the horses. They are three pairs of
young cattle, growing thriftily, and so
paying a profit on theit work when not
overworked— costing less to buy and less
to feed than a single pair of horses. When
they are needed for work, they are taken
np and fed enough grain to keep them
hearty. When their work is finished they
are turned ovt to “eat, sleep and grow
fat.” When each pair have got their
growth they are sold to the butcher, and a
part of the price replaces them with
younger ones,

Starting our farming life with & preju-
dice against the use of ox-teams, we have
been induced gradually to substitute them
for horses, until now we have only enough
of the latter for our road work, and de-
pend on oxen for all emergeuncies. In work
and in flesh we get a full equivalent for all
the tood they consume, and we save the
heavy cost of keeping idle horses, the risk
of a total loss of value by accident or
death, and the certainty of depreciation by
reason of old age.— Fachange.

CARRYING ALL THE PARTS IN FARMING.

Rotation in farming is understood as an
stablished necessity, This with respecte
to the crops ; and the dairy is also includ
ed. This even where the land is most fa’
vorable for grain—where it may readily
be worked and the soil is rich. In
this case many farms do without
sheep, sheep Leing put on a hilly and less
accessible land. Sheep are probabhly here
the most benefit. Bat they will add to
the income and benefit of any farm. All
the branches, at least as a general thing,
should be prosecuted. This, for one thing,
to meet all the market. If one or more
fails the other may succeed, some one
or more products will always succeed,
either
son or otherwise,or in the market. It
is seldom, if ever, that all the products
fail, both in productiveness ané price.
Wool and mutton, and sheep in conse-
quence, have been a loss to the gene-
tal farmer for years till now re-
cently. The {fruit crop the present year
is in the same condition; so are po-
tatoes ; so are some other products. Thus
the products of the tarm is fluctuating,
and this yearly to a greater or less extent.
To prosecute one or a tew branches alone
is very risky ; ruin is too often the result.
With the dairy this has less force ; yet for
the past few vears there has been loss ;
loss with inferior and less properly man-
ased heads. What was a discourage-
ment ; now it begus to look up again.
Thus changes are constantly occurring.
We need not point out the folly of being
governed by these chianges; and yet this
is done.  'T'here are two ways to take ad-
vantage of the changes. One is to carry
all the branches (where climate and soil
will admit) ; the other is to thoroughly
prosecute what is done—better culture
better stock, better treatment. Durin;_,;
all the time of the low price of wool and
loss iu sheep, there were those who made
1t pay. They had good lambs and a near

choose to sell, or whieh may be taken out

market, and secured good fleeces fi
their well-kept flocks, and their mutr:;;

in growth, be affected by the sea-

being of a good quality, commended a fair
price ; the whole put together showing a
tair profit on the outlay ; and when the
times changed and wool and mutton were
ia high demand, they met their golden op-
pur unity ; they did not need to buy and
then run the risk of a fall in the price. So
with all kinds of produce of the farm.
The best always finds a sale; anc i largely
produced, on judicious outlay, cannot help
but remunerate when a good market is
readily accessible. Cattleai.d sheep should
be kept as well as the other usual stock
of the farm. Poultry on a small scale can
be made to pay well,  But there must be
good breeds and good treatment ; hap-
hazard will not do. What tarmer.cannot
have a place set apart tor tifty or a hun-
dred hens ! Andif no more than a dozen
sheep are kept—the best kind, carefully
fed and attended to, each sheep avelaging
its lamb or more, and often first quality as
as to size and condition, and the amouut
and quality ot wool to correspond—who
can not see that here is a nice little in-
come with a fair precentage of profit?
You can make much or little out of a sheep.
You thus have your lambs to sell, your
wool, your eggs, a porker or two, a good
surplus of butter from a few cows—you
have your oats, your wheat, your corn,
your clover and corn stalks to feed, and
your timothy to sell; you have some
clover seed to dispose of, some apples,
may be some other fruit, grapes, berries,
vegetables ; you raise a calf r two, you
thus have a chance for a perfect rotation,
extended or varied at pleasure. Your
clover enriches your soil ; so do your pas-
ture and meadow properly managed, your
corn improves your land. In a word you
have an interest in the market of every
farm product, and you cannot fail to get a
imgh price for some of them every year,
and a loss on no one with proper attention.
[)o what you do in the best way, then will
you ride at the top of the wave.
HOW CLOVER IMPROVES THE SOIL,

Professor Voelcher, the eminent agricul-
turist, thus explains how clover improves
the fertility of the soil:—All who are
practically acquainted with the subject
must have seen that the best crops of
wheat are produced by being preceded by
crops of clover grown from seed. I bave
come to the conclusion that the very best
preparation, the very best manure, is a
good crop of clover. * ¥ ¥ A vast
amount of mineral manure is brought
within reach of the corn crop, which
otherwise would remain in a lock up con-
dition of the soil. The clover plants take
nitrogen from the atmospliere, and manu.
facture 1t into their own substance, which,
on decomposition of the clover roots and
leaves, produces abundance of ammonia.
In reality, the growing of the clover is
equivalent, to a great extent, to manu iug
with Peruvian guano ; and in this paper
of mine I show you that you obtain a
a larger quantity of manure than in the
largest dose of Peruvian guano which a
tarmer would ever. think of applying.

# % % Tt is only by carefully investi-
gating subjeets like the one under con-
-ideration that positive proofs are given,
showing the correctness of intelligent ob-
servers in the field.

AGRICULTURAL SCHOOLS.

For some years the government of the
United States have been trying the ex-
periment of State Agricultural Colleges;
with what success the following extract
from the American Agriculturist informs
us :—The general failure of the efforts to
make Agricultural Colleges what they were
designed to be, seems to 