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THE NEW
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with his wife is buried on the farm
which they cleared,

Leonard Kratz was born in the town
of Teutonhofer, three miles from
Frankfort-on-Main, Germany, on the
H4th  Febraary 1766, Nothing is
known of his parents except that his
father, Peter Kratz, was killed three
years aller Leonard was born.

I'he next we hear of him is in 1776,
whien he was twenty years old, com-
ing to America as a member of one
ol the Hessian regiments, which came
over to help King George I quell a
rebellion in the colonies.

They arrived at Portsmouth, New
Hawmpshire, and were instructed to
proceed at once to Quebec, where lht’y
were Lo reinforce Ueneral Carleton's
army and assist in driving the Amer-
icans from Canada At Quebec they
were joined by several regiments of
Canadians and Indians and the whole
army or 10,000 was placed under the
command o Gen. Burgoyne. They
moved down Lake  Champlain  and
Lake George with the intention of
forming a junction with an army from
New York, and thereby cat off General
George Washington's communications
with the BEastern States. They met
the Americans  at  Stillwater, near
Sariatoga, and after waiting for two
weeks jor the co-operation of General
Clinton, General Burgoyne decided to,,
try and cut his way through, as he'
was getting short ol provisions. Af-
ter failing in several desperate at-
tempts, he decided to retire to the
town of Saratoga, where, finding him-
self surrounded, he surrendered on
the 11th of October, 1777, to General
Gates, the American commander.

The army was taken to Virginia and
held as  prisoners of war for two
years, after which they were given
their choice of either free passage
back to Germany or free grants of
land as colonists,

Leonard Kratz, in 1779, when this of-
fer was made, was absent on furlough
visiting some friends. On his return
e was quite surprised to find his com-
pany disbanded and most of them had
sailed for home. Whether he would
have returned with them or not, is
hard to say, but when he found that
liis companions had gone, he at once
decided to stay and take advantage of
the free land grants.

In the years 1779 and 1780 there was
i great rush of emigrants into the
“Lone Lands” of Kentucky, and am-
ong one of the groups we find the fam-
ilies of Munger and Tofflemire, also
the soldier, Leonard Kratz, who being
familiar with the country, acted as
guide to the party.

In the Munger family was a daugh-
ter named Mary. It is not known
whether she and Leonard were ac-
quainted before leaving Virginia, but
iomewhere on the journey it appears
that Leonard proposed to Mary and
s accepted. The next thing to be
done was to obtain the consent of her
parents, which, to his surprise, was
most positively refused, their reason
being that he was a soldier. This was
v great disappointment to the lovers,
but it also made them more deter-
mined.  They waited until they were
well on their way, when he brought
them to a halt by declaring he would
o om further as guide unless they
would consent to his marriage witi
their daughter. This was placiag
them in an awkward position, for to
be left in the wilds without a guide
could not be considered for a moment,
s0 after due deliberation they consent-
ed, and as soon as possible the cere-
mony was performed.

After this romantic event they pro-
ceeded on their way. Their destin-
ation was the fertile valley of the Lick-
ing out thirty miles below the city
of Cincinnati, where after a stockade




was built, which they called Ruddell's,
they began to prepare for planting the
next season.

In the following spring a company
of 600 Indians and Canadians, and
several pieces of artillery, made a
raid into Kentucky. Simon Girty led
the Indians and the whole force was
uinder Captain Bird, an officer in the
British army. They travelled down
the Miami to the Ohio, thence to the
Licking, up it as far as the Forks,
where they left their boats, and then
marched on to Ruddell’s stockade

The settlers knew nothing of the ap-
proach of the raiders until the 22nd
of June, when the report of one of the
field piece announced their arrival at
the stockade. This is hard to under-
stand, as the British were twelve days
marching from the Licking to Rud-
dell's, having cleared a road the
the greater part of the way.

A summons to surrender was sent
by Capt. Bird, to which Capt Rud-
dell replied that he would conseat on
one condition, which was that the set-
tlers should be under the peoleclion
of the Dritish, and not allowel to be
prisoners of the Indians. Capt. Bird
agreeing to this, the gates wero im-
mediately thrown open. The Indians
then rushed into the stockade, seizing
the first persons they could lay hands
on, and claiming them as prisoaers
Capt Ruddell remonstrated with Capt,
Rird, wuo admitted he dare not mter-
fere with them, as their number wasit
80 much greater than the regular
troops

After the settlers had been made
prisoners, the Indians proposed pro-
ceeding to Martin's stockade, some
five miles further, but Japt. Bird was
s0 affected by their conduct that he
refused unless their commander would
pledge himself that the Indians would
take no more prisoners, Agreeing to
this, they marched on and took the
stockade.

The Indians were so delighted with
their success that they desired Capt
Bird to continue further, but he
fused, owing to the difficulty of pro
curing provisions, and also the neces
sity of descending the Licking before
the waters fell, which might be ex-
pected at any time,

As they decided to go no fruther,
they returned to the forks of the Lick-
ing, where they had left their boats
I'ere the Indians, retaining their pris-
oners, separated from the rest of the
company and proceeded up the Miami
River, one group taking the male and
another the female prisoners.

With the women and children was
the wife of Leonard Kratz and her
new born child. One evening as the
young mother was struggling up the
bank with her baoy in her arms she
stumbled and fell, striking its head
on the roots of a tree, killing it in
stantly. She dug a little grave and
buried her child, after which she was
compelled to continue on with tife
other prisoners. At last, after a long
and tedious journey, they arrived at
Detroit,

The male prisoners. laden with the

plunder of their own homes, were
marched aeross the country, suffering
all sorts of indignities from the In-
lians. Kratz had a huge copper ket
tle strapped to his back, the marks of
which he carried to his grave. Rest
wgs denied him, only at the price of
sitting up against a tree with his ket-
tle on his back. He would have died
of hunger but for a squaw who, while
the Indians were feasting on horse-
flesh, secured the entrails, which she
gave him. They finally reached De-
troit, where they were ransomed by
Gen. Macomb, who pald their price in
blankets. The sufferings endured by
them on their march had rendered
them unfit for work, so they were
cared for by the authorities until they
were able to look after themselves,




Leonard Kratz, not knowing where
his wife was, hoped that her captors
would bring her to Detroit. Every
day he would go to the dock, wher2
the canoes arrived from the different
parts of the country, expecting that
some day he would find her. At last
he was rewarded, for as he was about
to turn to a boat, which had just ar-
rived, he heard a voice calling, “Loon-
ard, don’t you know me?" It was his
wife, The hardships of the journey
had so altered her appearance that he
did not recognize her.

In 1781 Kratz, the Mungers and
Toillemires, who were also taken
prisoners at Ruddell's, were settled on
Hog island, where they remained un-
til 1786, when Kratz moved to Tren-
ton, Mich. The following year he and
the Mungers moved to Grosse isie,
wlhiere they became the tenants of
Gen, Macomb.

While Leonard Kratz was a res.
dent of Hog Island he became the ob-
ject of a malicious slander. It was
said that he, having been a soldier in
the Hessian army, and remaining in
America after it wa disbanded,
should be regarded as a desericr.
This had the effect of annoying aim
greatly, with the result that in the
winter of 1782, having provided for
his wife, he set out for Germany, lis
purpose being to obtain his discharge
and thus silence his traducers.

His return, after an absence of
eighteen months, having secured his
discharge and also a recommendac.on,
was an event of great rejoicing to his
trusting wife. The same spirit which
possessed his enemies prior to his de-
parture, manifested itself during his
absence, by taunts and prophecies,
that he would never return and that
the object of his going was a mere
excuse to leave his wife and child.
But the same exalted sense of honor
which prompted him to take so long
a journey, compelled him to return.

The original copy of his discharge
and recommendation is still in the
possession of his descendants,

In 1787 Scratch and Munger, as
privates in “Butler’s Rangers” receiv-
ed grants from Major Matthews in the
New Settiement.

Leonard Kratz and
had eleven children.
Township of Gosfield,
1829, aged 73 years.

Mar~ Munger
He died in the
August 12th,

He changed his name from Kratz
to Scratch before the year 1790. In
woof of which the Land Board of
Hesse always refers to him as Leon-
ard Scratch,

As the Mungers and Tofflemires
were with Kratz in Kentucky and
also as they afterwards become pion-
eers of the New Setilemen:, | will
give a few extracts concerning them
from the Land Board of Hesse,

Detroit, 23rd Marcn, 1792
William Munger produced a ticket
inscribed No. 56, signed R. Muatliows,
Major Commanding, and dated e-
troit 1st, 1787, and claimed therecn
the Board's authority for going on
his land. The schedules were accard-
ingly examined, and no impediment
found to his receiving a certificate for
a single lot of about 200 acres, the
same was accordingly granted for
lot No. 56, in the two connected town-
ships, Lake Erie. The same William
Munger having taken and subscribed

the directed oaths and declarations.

He produced also certificates from
Capt. W. Caldwell of his having serv-
ed in the Rangers, and being dis-
charged at the Peace, forwent an es-
tablishment in the Lower District to
promote a settlement near the Strait;
and the said Munger being on the
approved list for provisions, and hav-
ing made oath that he never received
any since his discharge, and that he
has a wi', the Board direct that the
issue of provisions be made to them




monthly on producing the
certificates of improvement.

required

Detroit 10th Sept., 1790.
Martin Tofflemire received a grant
of lot No. 13, and his son Henry lot
No. 1, East New Settlement on Lake
Erie.

In the case of Henry Tofflemire, the
toard took into consideration the re-
markable circumstances of his father,
the petitioner’s sufferings as known to
part of the Board, his being a pris-
oner of war to a British officer, who
had no authority over the I'ndians to
rescue his children captured at the
same time, from slavery, his won-
derful exertions to support so large
a family, and to pay so heavy a ran-
som for one of his children to the
Indians, induce the board to meet the
father's demands and readily grant a
certificate for a single lot to his eld-
est son, who, being presented to the
Board, although not of full age, ap-
pears fully equal to such an improve-
ment of the lot granted as becomes a
useful settler,

Leonard Scratch, private in Lt.-Col.
Rutler's Rangers, on October 1st,
1787, received from Major Mathews a
grant of lot 12, New Settlement, which
was confirmed by the Board on Sep-
tember 10th, 1790.

Leonard Scratch, one of the ap-
proved list, gave the Board equal sat-
isfaction in the production of a dis-
charge from the corps of Butler's
Rangers, and certificates of his loca-
tion at the Strait’s mouth, and having
received similar oath. The Board
directs one month's provision to
himself, wife and four children under
ten years of age.

Lot No. 2, New Settlement, Leonard
Scratch to John Wirt, June 8th, 1792.

Lot No. 2E, New Settlement, John
;}.;‘; to Leonard Scratch, June 8th,
792,

Letter Major
to Capt. McKee:

Arent 8. DePeyster

Detroit, 8th Sept.,, 1780.
Dear Sir,—I did myself the pleasure
of writing you by George Girty's com-
panion, the young Delaware, sending
back the belt with a speech.

Nothing material has occurred since,
yet I cannot let slip this favorable op-
portunity of assuring you of my good
wishes,

If it is possible to obtain Mr. Rud-
del's wife, and the remainder of his
children, you will do me an infinite
pleasure.

Mrs. DePeyster and the gentlemen
join in compliments to you and the
Gentlemen with you.

I am, Dear Sir,
obedient servant,
ARENT DePEYSTER.
Mich. Pioneer, Vol. 10.

Letter Major DePeyster to Secretary
Mathews:

your humble and

Detroit, 4th Sept., 1792.
Dear Sir,—The bearer of this letter,
Capt. Isaac Ruddell, was taken by
Capt. Bird, who recommended him as
a proper person to be fixed upon Hog
Island, where he has lived quietly ever
since, but having conceived the idea
that an exchange of prisoners will
take place, he is desirous of going
down the country.
Give me leave to mention
you as 1 did Capt. Orr.
I am, Dear Sir, your
obedient servant,
AT. 8. DePEYSTER.

Mich. Pioneer, Vol. 10, p. 634,

him to

humble and

The raid into Kentucky by Capt.
Bird is corroborated by a letter from
Capt. Alex. McKee to Major DePey-
ster, Commandant at Fort Detroit,
lated July Sth, 1780,

Mich. Pioneer, Vol. 19, p. 641,
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The following letter confirming this
raid, 1 thing is of interest Major
Arent DePeyster to Col. Mason Bol-
ton, at Niagara

Detroit, Aug 4th, 1780

Sir,—1 have the pleasure to acquaint
you that Capt Bird arrived here this
morning with about one hundred and
fifty prisoners, mostly Germans who
speak English the remainder coming
in-—for in spite of all his endeavors
1o prevent it, the Indians broke into
their forts and seized many the whole
will amount to about three hundred

and fifty

Their chief desire is to remain and
sottle at this place, as you will see by
the enclosed letter, red eived two days
ago from Capt. Bird, which 1 now
send, to give you myj opinion of thos
people Chirteen have entered into

the Rangers, and many more will en-
ter As the prisoners are greatly
fatizued with travelling so far, some
sick and some wounded, 1 shall defer
gonding them down, lest it be at-
tended with bad consequences The
remainder, to save provisions, 1 shall
distribute in different farm houses (o
help in the harvest—in the meantime
we shall be able to know His Excel-
lency's pleasure upon the subject,
should it be approved to settle them

11 a former letter to the (‘fommand
er-in-Chief 1 observed that it would be
dangerous having so many prisoners
here, but, 1 then thought those small
forts were occupied by a different set
of people

I have the honor to be, Sir, your
most obedient most humble servant,

ARENT 8. DePEYSTER
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W. SMITH, Secretary

Bureau of Archive 1905, pp. 74 and 76




