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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER
IN MOVINC THE SECOND READING

OF THE

Canadian Northern Pacific Railway Bill

Mr. Speaker, In rising to move the
second reading of tills measure, I

tiilnlt it might be of some Interest to
tile House if I review briefly the his-
tory of the leelslation relative to rail-
ways, with which this administration
has been associated.
Some years ago there was a general

demand in British Columbia for rail-
way construction. From session to
session this sentiment expressed itself
in the strongest manner, and particu-
larly through the agency of the Lib-
eral party then in the House. I recall
how from year to year It was the ac-
customed thing for the different Oppo-
sitions In Parlla.iient to challenge the
Government on tiie question of railroad
construction. At that time we had a
very serious task in adjusting matters
pertaining to the flscai affairs of the
country, and we were obliged to con-
centrate oui efforts, ror the most part,
on the active business of the country,
and to defer, until conditions were
brighter the proposal to construct
trunk roads, and standard gauge lines
But at all times we were forcibly im-
pressed with the necessity of securinH
railways, not onl.v with a view to se-
curing railways, not only wit*!! a view
to introduclrg competition, but iIs"
in order that we might have ci tact
with Eastern Canadian railways.
The question presented Itself, when

the time arrived for rrappling with
the problem, as to what means could be
most readily relied upon to bring about
the desired results. There was a cry
against land subventions, and a strong
protest against cash subventions. This
In Itself was sufficient to drive any
Administration to some extremity In Its

deslru to .secure the necessary induce-
ment to bring railway transportation
into the 1 rovince. In our difllculty, we
turned ou-- eyes to other sections of the
Dominion. We found mucii activity in
Manitoba, Sasl<atchcwan and Alberta.
In Manitoba we found that a mtst
satisfactory arrangement hau been
brought about througi a gu.'rantee of
bonds, resulting in the construction be-
tween Winnipeg and the (Jreat Lakes
of a considerable mileage of Canadian
Northern system, which not only serv-
ed a useful and neces.«ary purpose In
Itself, but also brought healthy com-
petition with the C.P.R. We found
that this pioneer effort had been care-
fully watched by Alberta and Saskat-
chewan, and had been adopted by both
of them with very profitable results.
With the experience and the undoubted
success of these .sister Provinces be-
fore us, attiti.ipd .as it was through a
system of subventions by way of guar-
antees, we concluded as an Administra-
tion that we would adopt the same
means In British Columbia.
The ground was carefully looked

over, and finally a contract was enter-
ed into with the Can.idlan Northern
Pacific to brine their ."system to the
coast: and to complete the line and
place it In operation without the sac-
rifice of a single dollar of public funds,
or the grant of n single acre of the
public domain.
What moved this flovernment to con-

siderable amusement at the time this
contract was entered upon was the
at'ltude adopted by the Liberal party
as to the wisdom of the policy, and,
needless to say, we found It quite im-
possible to reconcile their attitude here



with that entertained by them In r«-

sard to the similar propusala and un-
dertakingH of Alberta and Saakatche-
wan, two pronounced Liberal Admlnla-
(ration!*

It would oe impossible for anyone
vt-raed in the Liberal propaganda to

Klve any conaistent force to the argu-
incnt that has invariably been levelled

against this Oovernment In regard to

railways. I see today that Mr. Duncan
Marshall, a Minister of the Crown for

Alberta, and himself a direct supporter
of the policy of railroad constructl" i

by rrovinclal guarantees, 1m meeting in

convention with local Liberals, and I

have no doubt that he Is taking part
with them in a condemnation of the

proposals of British Columbia In this

regard, without thought of the fact

that when in Alberta he is a staunch
upholder of the policy we have adopt-
ed. I do not deal re that any words of

mine should be construed as detracting
from the worth of Mr. Marshall, or

oC those associated with him, and 1

have no desire to say anything at all

that might Interfere with the pleasure
of his visit, but I do tiiink it is perti-

nent to point out the extreme lack of

consistency shown by Liberals, not only
ir this Provinc«, but apparently
throughout the Dominion.

It was the right course apparently
for the Liberals to take that stand
In the past, but as soon as the policy

of railroad construction was developed
by the Conservative party in this Prov-
ince, the good points of the policy,

as shown by Alberta and Saskatche-
wan, were lost sight of, and the whole
undertaking was discovered to be the

most vicious system in the world.

These, I think, are two outstanding in-

stances of political gymnastics per-

formed by the Liberal party in Canada,
the equal of which, I think, it would
be impossible to find in any other sec-

tion of the Empire.
Mr. Speaker, we adopted the proposal

to build these railroads by way of

guarantee, and we l.;ive done so with
every possible success. There is not

a single prediction that I was able to

Indulge in a few years ago that has
not been substantially borne out. It is

true that !n a large programme, no
matter how careful we are, It Is prac-
tically impossible to anticipate all th«

conditions that have an Influence upon
an undertaking of the kind. It was
impossible to foresee th fluctuations

in the market for matarlals, labor dc-

viies and flscal urrungcraents. No mat-
ter wuat foresight may have been used
by the Uuvernment of British Colum-
bia, 1 claim that no man, however ex-

perlene«d h« may be, could have at-

tempted with any degree of prescience
to look Into the future and say that in

the closing days of liilZ, and through-
out the year 1V13, the money marketa
of the world would be straitened.

With respect to the position of this

Administration in its relation to the
main undertaking of the Canadian Nor-
thern Paoltic, I would like to advise
the House that early in the year which
has Ju.st closed this state of alTaira

was prtisonted to tl e Oovernment; that
while In its origlnii! bargain the Can-
adian Northern I'acilic had undertaken
to build a road on the standard of Its

system between Winnipeg and Edmon-
ton, it had found that not only was the
general cost greatly In excess of the
estimates, but so excessive was the
expenditure that I. -.-.-ould be deemed
a good economy to change the stan-
ditrdlfcatlon of the line and make a
road Lf as high, if not higher, an order
as that of the Grand Trunk Paclflc.

It is not necessary to say that this

appealed to me with the very strongest
voice. I was able to see that if we
could secure a higher standardization
oi' road we would be able to operate at
much less cost, and bring a larger mar-
gin of profit as a result, and thnt we
in British Columbia, having a first

mortgage against a system of this kind,

would have far mure sec-urity than was
possible under the original bargain. I

quickly came to the conclusion, there-
fore, that as a matter of Provincial
development, the right thing to do was
to arrange for higher standardization.
But, by an unfortunate coincidence, it

so occurred that at the very time this

new order of things was brought about
the conditions of the money market In

Lon'lon, to which recourse must be had
for the funds necessary for thr under-
taking, were far from favorahle. When
I till you that even the Imperial Gov-
ernment had to pay four and three-

quarters per cent for loans. It should
not be difficult for you to understand
with what trouble large Canadian cor-

porations had to find their way to the
banking centres in order to flnancc

themselves.

And certainly the Ca lian Northern
Pacific was no mere an exception than



Die Cunatliun PucIHe, »r the Uianit

trunk I'auinv. T'>e i>e.4i it (Janudiuii

Hlui kH lell tlic UciircHXttl cutitiUiuii.

an>l ItiHleuU <>r u it'utly iiuiiify iimrki'l

tu nwvt lliu iiL'W uriii-r u( tiiliiti« in Uu>
country tliu Caniiaian Nui tlivrn rucllu

iuunU ilijulf lace tu luce with tliv must

trying und ulinuHt pruhibltive ilL-niuniln.

Uut. Sir, with that cuuruKe and with

ti'Ut tnerity and activity tli.tt Iuik ul-

wayn c.>aractt!rli.cd the uperuli>>n ul'

the Canadian NurtliL-rn bytttcin, tlit-

work ui: ulti'iini; the btHnUanli/.atiun ul

the Hue wua nut delujed for a uinKlc

iiiunieiit. Tlicre was iiu hebltatiun, and

i am in a position to way tonlsht that

within t^'e next few months the line

will be In oiiuiation from Quebec tu

Vancouver. This U the lirst time on

record, so far as I can lind from any

reliable authority, tliat such a large

undertaking as is Involved In the coii-

tructlon of the C.N. P. road I'as been

carried out without appealing to th«

QoveriiHient involved for an extension

of time.

The iilbtory of the Canadian Pacllic

and uf the Grand Trunk Paclllc will

show liow, from year to year, despite

the best lalu plans and the most Unlsh-

ed arranBements. these Companies had

to appeal to the other for more time

and still more time, until the patience

of tne people became almost exhausted.

It has been different with the Canadian
Northern I'ucltic. While they have al-

tered the Mtandai'Ulzatlon of the line,

and have been compelled to face a far

from favorable monetary situation,

they have pressed on wltu their plans,

and 1 can say that 1 do not appeal for

any extensi'^u of time for the main
line, but, on the contrary, can give you

the message which 1 have from the

engineer of the line himself, which Is

that with under normal conditions tlie

ia.st spike will be driven and trains will

be in operation during the present sum-
mer months.

Wiiat will lliat riiian to tlie Pro\ ince

of Urilisli t'olumliii', Mr. Speaker? li

will mean a great deal more than the

most sanKUine member of this Legisla-

ture can possibly anticipate. I woul 1

not a tempt tonight to offer any prn-

diction as to the many and profitable

results that will follow the entry of

the C.N. P. into the cities of Vancouver,

New Westminster and Victoria, the in-

terior of the country, and Vancouver
Island. Apart altogether from the fact

that it will mean a competitive Can-

adian ruud, we must >ot forget the

tact tiiut it M lU givt direct coniuei

Willi Ui'WarUs of eight thousand miles
ut standard tiau».e lailwu in the East-
ern Piuviiices. uiiil br:ii;i the I'rot inee

iiitu liiiah Milli the markets of thous-
ands ul new luwiis I. .at have been
placid upon the map prlnclimlly

lliruugh ilii courage and eiiterpiiae ul

liiu Canadian .Vuithoin orgaaiMillon.

The theme uf cumpetltl <ii alohe
should Mti'.e to Justify any debate i

tile subject Ul this iluusu. I yield tu

no iiutii in my appreciation of what t>ie

Canadian Pacitic means to Canada. 1

regard it as one uf the greatest cor-

porations of its kind in the world, one
that must be as a sourc« of pride to

every Canadian wiio loves his country
and believes in its luluie. It Is good
to be able to say toniglit that Insofar

as the Canadian I'acilie is concerned,
the Provincial Uoveriiimnl, which I

lead, has never liesltated to recognize

the great worth of that uorporatiol. to

British Columbia and to Canada.
Wo were not sallslled with a single

Canadian service to the Pacitic Coast,

and we resolved to build upon the lines

adopted by the neighboring J'rovinces

of Alberta, Manitoba and Saskatche-
wan. I need not dilate upon tlie etfeots

of the completion of this line; I need
not speak of tlie thousands of employ-
ees who will find work here, or of the
general business expansion, the splen-

did publicity given to tlie country, and
other permanent results, but it must
be patent to everyone that there will

soon be an awakening In this Province,

which, in my opinion, will more than

justify the operations of two transconti-

nental railways.

1 was extremely interested during
tlie campaign when the I , Ule of the

Canadian Northern was fought In this

country to read accounts here and there

of the prevailing pessimism regarding
the volume of business. We were told

that the Canadian l'aci..v i:.i., wa.-

lar from busy, and tiiat for the next
twenty years at least It would be able

to handle all tlie business in this set

-

tion of the Uominion, but no sooner
did the Canadian .N'ortliern launch out

upon its undertaking, commence loca-

tion, and study standardization mat-
ters, tlian the startling announcement
came from Montreal, with the authority

of t .e President of the Canadian Pa-
cific, that that gigantic corporation pro-

posed to double its tracks from Cal-



nary to Vmicouver. iToiii the incincnt
1 h»!«rU of that annouiiiiiii. in, whutuvei
UoubU 1 may have harbor. d with nnarJ
to the policy ot (hlit Uoveiiiment on
the dUMtlon of t.e C.V.I-. vu.iUheU
lorev,r. Here w. have the niibcai
authority In the 1-ominlon to the effect
that the time had arrived that not only
waa the Hlntflu truck of t.ie Canadian
I'aclllc uni,,uHl to the tuxk of caMnn
lor WeBtirn development, but aUo that
the Canudlun Northern would not be
fully ud,.,4Uate for this purpo^.-, and
that It waM absolutely > t•e»^ury In
oi ler to care for the dv lopment of
thU section that the Canadian I'aclftc
should double tn.. k Its line from Cal-
«ary to Vancom.r, and t.,at there
should be a practUul reconstruction
irom Kevelstoke to tidewater.

But. Sir, I J,, not think It Is necea-
•wry to take up further linn- in looklne
for Justltliatlon of the policy of this
Oovernment. Lour since havi- the peo-
ple 1.1 this country endorsed It In the
most striking and emphatic manner
but I feel that at this time I may be
pardoned '.>r mentioning one or two
interestlns features In a review of past
conditions.

We are approaching 1»14 after a
trenuous year in British Columbia
Like the rest of the Empire we have
passed through a ,ea»on of trial and
depression. There Is still the feeling
of pesilmlsm In many places, but thank
Provlde.ice that many of you can still
give tte-ance to that wonderful West-
ern opilmlsm that has kept this coun-
try to the fore. ..tul which. In the year.')
we are approaching, will guide It to-
wards the destiny for which it Is so
Ideally fitted. I'.rsonally I have never
been pessimistic I do not think I have
ever had the right or the occasion to
be a pessimist. Why should any man
be ppsslmlstlc because In the year 1913
there was a shrinkage in real estate
values. That wac a matter of no sur-
prise, and It had In fact been antici-
pated In 1912 and 1911 on account of
the rash speculation that was going on
Prices are now getting back to their
normal state, from the abnormal con-
dition brougiit about by real e.state In-
flation.

But, Sir, the man who understood
the country and who believed In ll
never for a single hour felt that his
confidence was shaken. He was always
living In expectancy, as he had every
right to do, and looking forward with a

strong sense of security In tl>e future
development of the country. He knew
of the ureal territorial assets and the
wonderful natural resources thai the
Creator had clven in trust to the peo-
ple of this i'rovlnce. He knew that all
that was necessary to make this a won-
derfully active centre, the homeland of
a large and nourishing population, was
the .levelopment of thi country by the
construction of railways and trunk
roads, and with the approaching com-
pletlon of I' Canadian Northern Ha-
clflc, and th.- conseiiuent opening up of
another great avenue of commerce, he
must have felt that the awakenInK
which he anticipated was at hand We
are approaclilng good times, and In this
wonderful marih of prosperity we shall
be able to ray that the Canadian Nor-
thern Pacific plays a prominent part.
With the compj -n of that line I

look for a new ord» of things In the
cities located on the Pacific Coast.
New life In the suburbs.-; and rural
districts, and 8 greater measure of
I.rosperlty In all llrections.

Btr. . peaker, when I think of the
criticism of our Liberal friends, and
look over some of their newspapers, and
ee the distorted printed statements that
In the past few days have been circu-
lated throughout the country, relative
to this railway project, I feel that they
must know as a matter of fact that the
statistics they present to the people
and ask the people to believe are abso-
lutely false. I have tried to advise the
Dberali. In this country for • ;ars and
to say to them In ti e most friendly
spirit that If they propose to find any
place In this House the sooner they
reallie the necessity for telling the facts
to the people the better for their party;
but they have got Into such a habit of
misleading their followers In all mat-
ters pertaining to public affairs and so
accustomed to 'alslfylng conditions
even in respect to a local Issue of this
kind, that they find It almost impossible
to "onvey In their Information to the
public that which la absolutely true
regard I g the railway projf.jts of this
Governmen .

And now, Mr. Speaker, -./Ith your per-
mission I will deal as briefly as possible
with the statistics concerning this road
The principal object of the Bill is to
Implement the original aubventlon of
$36,000 per mile by an additional $10 000
per mile. I will give a brief sketch of
the matter that may assist .lonorable



momberj In reallilriK the po»Hlon In
which the Province ^* imla.

At th» |>r-*cnt lime the Intiirriit an.

I

•;:ntee» of the Canadian Northen «r«
-> ag rolloH'i: On the main line,

. ..< at 136,000 a mllp, bcnrInK In-
icref at four per cent; as wpII an uni'--r

the Art of 191J, 339 miloa at 136.000 a
n:lle. . In all 111.866,000, h. iiring Inter-
•<it at four anil a tialf per cent. By
ectlon 3 of the Act of 1913 a Kuarantee
of 110.100,000 was made on terminals.
The luarantee that la now before the

Lectalature covers an Hem of $6,110,006
for 61! miles from rhe City of Vancou-
ver '.o the Yellow H.-ad r'asB. No addl-
t'jnal guarantee la being given that any
other mileage of the road In this
country.

We have guaranteed the Canndliin
Northirn to the cxljnt of 47,97r,.n'J0 as
against $42,866,000 iirnvided by the
Legislature up to the current ytar.
Now, perhaps, since 1 hn ve not seen

any mention of this intereiitlng data in
our Liberal organs. It would Interest
you to Itnow what the Liberal Govern-
ments of Alberta and Saskatchewan have
done In this regard. We Hnd that In
the Province of Saskatchewan r'aran-
tees to the extent of $21,160,000 have
been provided, while ii the Province of
Alberta guarantees to the extent of
$33,431,000 have been provided, an<i that
Is apart altogether from the millions of
dollars guaranteed by both those Pro/-
Inces to the Grand Trunk PacKl" wh^ch
were they to be estimated, would give
you some very startling statlstica. Even
the ^ ovlnca of Manitoba has guaran-
teed e Canadian Northern to the
extent c' $21,356,000.
The mlltnge in Saskatchewan is guar-

anteed at $lt,,000 a mile, and in Alberta
from $16,000 to $25,000 a mile; ..id dur-
In.T the recent se^isions of the Provincial
Le.^islatures of Manitoba, Saskatchewan
and Alberta Incre, ses were made upon
the original guarintees in order ti>

accelerate construe ion and expedite the
development of tht system. It should
also be borne in mlml that the railway
through tlicse Provinc, s was con.structed
on prairie land, wlilch docs not offer one
tithe of the difliculties that arc en-oun-
tered in British Columbia.
When the scheme was first su -cess-

fully launched in Manitoba a peculiar
condition of affairs existed. The Prov-
ince had no land, and they did not wisli
to borrow money to build a Government
road, and they did not want to give any

cash lubventlnns If they had had th«
land I am satlafled that they would
haw hesitated In parting with It, and
If tney ht>i had cash. I question If any
measure of political expediency would
have warranted It.i disposal; and they
would n..t attempt Oovernme't owi.er-
shlp, because of the llmite<» conittllu-
tlonal rights of the Irovlncc^i In regard
•o railways. The h<st thing to be don«
was to endoiae the paper of a reputable
company. t irust be remembered that
It wan ne.er proposed from the first,
where these guarantees were given In
the Pr Irie Province.^, that there would
have to ho additional moneys provided
In order to construct and ope..ite the
roads.

We were more fortunate, however. In
our negotiations with the Canadian
Northern, because In addition to rerog-
nizing the principle behind the guaran-
tee In so far as >!ritish Columbia wa.s
concerned, we knew that there would be
terminals on the coast line. We felt
that In giving $36,000 a mile that the
railway company could finance the rest
of the scheme and carry It through k. c-
eessfully.

It must not be overlooked, however
that the Provincial Government holds
the additional security of the control of
the freight and passenger rates of the
road.

Coming to the question of the total
»;uaraniee In British Columbia for all
milways. -ncludlng the guarantee for theCanadian ..'orthern Pacific terminals
our figures would l,e $85,000,000 as
a»alnst $48,000,000 for Alberta and $34 -
000,000 for Saskatchewan. Excluding
the terminals. British Columbia guar-
antees amount to approximately $76-
001,000 as against $82,000,000 guarari-
tf-ed by the two Prairie Provinces. AVhen
you "onslder that the revenue of Brit-
ish Columbia is grea»«r than the rev-
enue of Alberta and Saskatchewan com-
bined, you are bound to come to the
conclusion, even if you are a critic with
Lli.eral leanings, that if it i, possible
and desirable to commend the acMon of
theae Prairie Provinces. In regard to
rallwa • guarantees, .hen It is still more
poss,^ and dealrabie to cmmend the
actlci of British Columbia.
The newspar r« have been exceed-

ingly busy of late In criticising the
operations of the Canadian Northern
Pacific. The story has been going
around to the effect that i..e Pne will
never be completed. Now In that con-
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III Viiliiiiiiv. I . tiwitiK tn thi' lii'Uy .il

Hint' of ti'uMlc tliMt III' main uiti'tial

lines will hf ralliil li, n lo c.in>. tho

tra<.'l>H amj niailhoil ul thiH Ni-ctiuii. iin<l

In fact of the wlml*' Hliiictun', niiisi in

"t thu hiclicsi nnl Iii'MI i|uulity. 1 1 i-

iii'oi'iiRCil prtHcntly, wlien tiic I'ununi.i

I mal i3 o|ien tlmt n l.irKi' fc'riiin tialHi-

s.iall llnw tliiouKli the iiorts iif Vanciii-

\er, Victoria iiml N't^w WeaunlnsU'f,
towards tin- (jii-at tnarkotii ol the KaMt,

and it Ik liupi'd tl<at In Ihix luixInnHst tU>'

l.'anaillan Nurlhtrn I'uclllc will vit-.v

g. ni'iodhly |iiti tkl|iuti'. If llie line liud

liecn built un tlir lii«t contiact. wlilh

We yhiiulil have had u K«>>d luilruad, it

could neviT Iia\e hi't'n expocted to lian-

die tlic »<anic ainDiint of tratlic, or >itand

th, same wciii and nar that tlu' road,

as it win lie whfii coniiik'ted In July ui

AuBiist will bo able to do.

In terms ol duUaiu and centH thia

change In tlic idana has IhiifaMid the

price of the road from JJn.OOO a iiiili'

to $70,000 a mile, or, to be exai't. fiiuii

a little- over J.'iO.duil a.s r.-.tiiiiatiil in llill

lo $6fi.6C0, as e.stiniaitd in l»i;i. exi'lii-

-sUe of discount and Interest. This
means that over and above the $45,000
a nille that B. C. Kiiarantees, $25,000 a
mile ha.-* to be fonnl by the Canadian
N'ortliern Pacllic. It Im tiiie that they
havi.' received $t;,000,000 from the Can-
adian I'lovernmcnt. Tliis grant has b.en
made on .locount of the fact that the
road win be a transcontinental hitjliwa.v

,

and a national road, and having in iniii'l

th:; costly construction throusli tlu'

country, it is oiily littinK ihat tlurrc

Bhould be aunie coniiihution lioin tin

national treasury.

I.ot ii.s for a monunt compai'e the
Canadian Northern with the Canadian
Facile and the (irand Trunk Pacific in

so far as const ruction work l.« con-
cerned. The Canadian Xorthcrn Pii-

<l;l(', witlmut K'llinK a dollar i.:'

ca^h or <iii «• i e of liuul rioni \

i'riivinro, are liulldinit u biKh •l.iiidard

road Hum the V) lluw - ad to Vani'nuvir

The Canuduin I'aclilr. wlcn they under-

took i:,i:i 1 oiuilriiL'tlon, wire u little

more kindly treated. Tlity were plon-

> i-rc and they : .id <i riKbl to be favored

III uddltliiii to K'^'tinti as a >e Hi't a
.-.t-i'iliin uf llieir rniid, they k'ot «ixteen

ihiiu.^and ueieK of ^lanil, and iiv<-r nnl
abii.e tiiat ihey Kot In ifoll tl3,0UU a

II ill'. Ill ad'litiiili Ibi-ri' waM u urant 'if

laiil III Viiiu-iiiuri , niniiunlInK to itiim>

ri.OiiO ai-n-M, and carrying with It wati-r

fiiinl and teimliial faiilltlex, the
.i|i|iii>xiinatu value of which in today
l.i-.VMlld !in .."Iiii !• .

iiitoi' .li'liii-i

wi'ic thrown In. Tii<< branch line to New
\Vi .i-^tMiin.st. r was built at tlie e-ipense

• if the peoide, and t;,o line to i ikanaKan
was K'i'.itly helped by (Joverntnent sub-

V. ntlon.

I tliinU It Is a wiriiderfiii tribute to

ihi- .iilv.mciil stall- of till Country to

IMilm 111 llu— facts, and tlii-n be able
to >biiw lauc we have succeeded In

biiililiiiK aiuitber Uansconllnintal lln

|Wltliiiul the exinh.--^- of a liollar. or lln-

«rinlinK of an nire.

Wo iiiiist not forjict the (irand Trunk
I'acllic. Tlu' people of Uritish Columbia
never coii'lemncd tlii- si heme for biiild-

Ihk this road, but thev did irost heart-

ily condemn the methods ciiiployed. We
afcMeed that a railway in the North
would be of urcat strvlct-, but we nevei
could subscribe to the detalLs of I'le

plan. We londenined them, and 1 tliiiili

justifiably. As th..- Minister of Finance
tell.-) us lonljjht. or as we may ascertain
from the ncurds, the Grand TrunW
lacilic will cost $12!i,Ono a mile, and 1

must bi rememberi-1 tliat muc' of ti.

route is throuKli tl.it country.
To come back to the Canadian .N'or-

loern, 1 claim that we ar. b'e'.tliiB a
road tile enual If not better tlinn tlu-

CJrand Trunk Pacific for $70,000 a iiille,

and in addition lo tlie other securiti,'.-^

we have upon the roa<l, we have the
lowest grades of any railroad across the
continent. It would Ik- iinim.'-slble, 1

Iliink, to present to the l.cKislatur-j a
stronger arguntent in support of the
Government proposals, than that which
i.s iiiMilvcd in the condition of the liiu-

when it is finishtd. in relation to a low
gradi-. and its consei|uent ability to bun-
dle heavy tratlic at a minimum cost.

The road is graded at present witii the
exception of one small section, and
there are at work on one section alon.
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•"ili-.Hnti'il iinl til i^illaxilnif U iif V,f

hlK'K'i't orrtpr.

When tlio pfopN- nf th» I'rovlnrc hnv
nn opportunity to trit\pl nvn t'l" im'k
lliey will oomp to n rPHllzntliin nf tlip

stiippflil'iiii iTiiliTt ikti'K IihoKpiI Iti !!.•

ronBtriirlliin nf Ihi-i llni' I wis prlvl-

\egfi\ II fi-w iiiimt!i» .iKi> (o travpl ov<>r

1 HiTtlnn of tliP Ml' I 111 ii>lil)iril?v' »il!l

till' Lli iilpiinnt-<M>\ 1" Mni It »:i« I tr\

1-liitlnn !> till' In lhi. rirxt pIm. .. t!m

.loiirtify uti till' Krnm-r ilWcli -^^ ! :i

Kirotrli nf poiititry thnt It wniiM ha hunl
to pxc. II. .ml I'lwr ilnw.i npur \>v
W>»nlmliiMt»r »e ha. I an npiinrtiiiilty of

Knzinn upon one of tlif most beaiitlf'il

iispei't* that haH rviT t)fen my privlP-i;

to enjny. \VI en ynu Ret through thi

canyons of Ynl «nd burst amldpnly
Into an nttractlvp f;iiniln>r Hfotlon, yon
wnniU-r at t!if tnicxillon. nml »i* yn"
K" alnnn wnniU'r cxc-oiIh wnnili.

.

Snm.- qui'stlon hu-* lien axkp.l v,\\U

M'Kar.l to thf I'fi.lKPo <in thi^ ronl. itri'l

I wnnltl HSk your piitli-nrp for ii mompnt
to prrsrnt to tlip house a fpw slatl>!tlcs

I'iiriiiK on this poitif. TtiiTe are pr.'Otfi'

nu thp Fraspr. thp ThompRon and the
North Thompson rivers wlxtppn hrl.l^pg.

ThPre a'-p thr.p unrlfr ronstruptlou. anil

Ihp material Is on t!u- S'ltc for two mnii-.

Thp total affirrpirate of thf hiMifps Im. 1

Is 12,214 fpet. or .m avfrajtrc nf 7<iS fp.'t.

Therp are awalti;ii» prpctlon ninitcpi
brlrlgps. ha\lnff :i total iiiticrpjratp ItuiKt'

of only (,2.'i1 fp. t. <u- an avi'raifp of 22J
fpet. .Ml thp main brkliies nrr prnptl-
lally built, anil thp mat'Tinl for tli- b.il

anpp Is waittn;; In bp ppic^d 'n po.'-itbui

I Would lIlcB tn a-'s thp Ifouse to tnl.-

ai-cnuut of n f< w sijitlstlos rep.irdint-

tbp i-o«t of thp llnp. Thp original o.stl-

niate of thp mad fmiM NVw Westmlst.r
to jrojie was f^.JtOO.Ooft. and thp pt.si-iii

pstinmte i'' J3. 170, 000. or on inpv.-i!s
'

lITO.noo. I in thp llnp fmin Hop.- |,.

Kanilooiis thf original .-stliuM'. 'v-
f 13.235,'uo'l. and the firpi-pnt. Pstlrn.i'i' is

>16.718,000, an incn'nsp nf $3, !«i,iiiui

.\nd from Kan-In.irs to Vpllowh'-ad Pa?.-
tho original rstiuiiitp wm» *!>.173.fllHi ,-is

pompnred with thp t'TPsent pstlmatr- of
$13 HO, 000, or an incrpa.»p of 13.060.0011

I cannot t.ikp >ny s,-at without makiu.-
f'omp slight lelcrrncp to the npwsp:ip .
r.-<ports that liavp appeared in the locat

,
.»» w'li.ln tliB liixt forty-.-. K t hour*,

nlltlv to lh» pnMlflnU wbb'h 1 holn In

thp Provlnio In rp»|i.'ct to thl« I'm f

hnv.' ii.it dpptirlpd. In tlip poliry con-

tainc.<l within Ihp four poriipr* of th''

mil. oiip Iota from tin- pnlb'V Ibnt

brouKlii this <lovpr»un-nt no nimnt ly

1.1 -k into tills I.PHi.-latur"' sotn ypufK

ii»jo, when • I anadlan Norl ,prn '.iro-

J.-il was Tl ! Iaiinph»d Ft i« trup w
:irp iinw .isklnjf \ llttlp over I'l.OOO.in'ii

Kuanin'i'. Hi m l.llllnn to w'lat was pro-

vbl. il 111 t' . nl.l bill, but, r, thpr.- Is

trciod ri-Ms.ip iii.iilnd ihi. propo.sal ami !•

inlli'v r' main" Iniai't. I submit, n» a

mattfr nf fart. Ihst thp pnsltli.n of thu

1 i.ivprnmpnt In thp t'r n Inc.' IM mnterl-

allv Mtr. nKtbpupd 't; prpspnt pro-

posal. \Vp are KPiiinn a b' tt.r road

anil we nrp setting a stronRpr »ecurlty

l'..qn wp wer.^ i^.ttlnn un I r tlip original

!';irKnln "'lii'ii' have b. en snino peuplp

IcHii' • prot'st ntjalnst this proposal

but V .IV.- alwivs had crltlrs and wp
always xji. I't tn have thHiu. It Is true

that thp Hill WIS brouKht down at thp

pnd of thp WP k, I rid tiuit Ihi- .•niiini'Mii'

•nent to thp tuiblip -amp with some siir-

prisp, and It Is Irup thiit thpre was n

itrat deal 'if Inquiry as to thp detail"

o," til mil. Ml thl/i w.Ts r(iilte natural,

and qulti' ri^rht and i.r.i'er. I had
pvpry Bssuranrp tint when the rP''Soni

bphin.l t'ic proo.Tp.a! wpip fullv pxplaln.'il

that all the .mpilrlps wnii!) bp s.'itis-

fartorlly answprfil. and that the j. otd.

of tlu' founti'\" wnuld Itivp ninrp faith

In the Rill than thpy had exhlbltpil

bifhertn.

I am triad to siy t>iiii,-!it that the Con-
s. rvatlvp p.Tity in this poiintrv is eolld

and a unit In respppt 'o this nill. Two
or tlirpp thinirs were .imlttPd from th.>

draft of th.^ Rill the othpr day. hut this

was mainly throiiifh a mistake madp in

nrlntlnir and It lias hp'-n satlsfaPtorih*

pxtilained. T' s.- wiH I..-, liicorpnva •. '

in thp Rill whpn npxt hrnuRht in. ami
thf y will refpr psnecially to the pxfen-
slon nf limp, Tn thp nm as It

nppp.nip.l two yrars nvp «i\pn for bulM
!n;j thp wholp line: tlils. however, will
he eh ipjiPd and the two vears will anr!-.-

tn thp Okanaean and Strathpona Par'<

xt.'USinns. The line fmm Patricia R-.

.

tn ,\lhernl will bf. limited in pxtens'.-. i

In III • flrst of Julv. 1015. On the nuthnr-
Ify of Mr, r.,pwis. Cliief Kni.'!nppr nf fh..

Comp;inv. I am led to bellevp that It will

be possibl.:' to complete this Ir t niair
>-ei-tion of thr line hefnrp the e nl of the
vear, and so far as T am able T shall



leave nothing undone to Impreac upon
the officialB of the company tffe iiVsea-

sity for proceeding with this work.
I propose when the bill Is in commit-

tee to offer another amendment which
refers to an additional security. It must
not be understood that there Is any hesi-

tancy on the part of the Oovemment
In accepting the road as full and ample
security for every dollar of guarantee,
but as a splendid evidence of its own
determination to make its operations
successful we are to have from the
Canailan Northern Railway Company
securities to the extent of a million

dollars In addition to the mortgage we
shall have on the road.

I have detained the House longer than
I intended, but I felt that this was a
splendid occasion upon which I could
mark the great progress made along the
line of our policy made some years ago.
It is all very well for my opponents,
whom I see from day to day to be ready
and willing at all times to blame Sir

William Mackenzie and Sir Donald Mann
for all the troubles and ills of British
Columbia, and to paint them, as they do.

in lurid colors, and to bring down upon
them year after /ear all kinds of d'enun-

ciations because of what they have been
doing in British Columbia, but, Mr.
Speaker, I believe that my friends are
fair enough to acknowledge that these
men In the construction of their rail-

way have given considerable employ-
ment to thousands of workmen, and
have assisted in settling in this country
thousands of men who would not other-
wise be here, and that all these men
are white men and are paid the standard
wage that is current In the country. 1

sometimes marvel at the position my

friends take on the floor of this Housr.

One moment they are condemning the

Oovemment for not providing work for

the laboring classes, and the next thev

are up in arms because we have done it

upon a large and permanent scale. TMH
however, is but another manifestation of

the eccentricities of the Opposition, X

suppose, and we will have to put up
with it as beat we can.

For my part I would not seek to

detract from the credit of Sir WllUam
Mackenzie and Sir Donald Mann, whu
are so closely associated with the Can-
adian Northern Paciflc and the splendid

undertaking that is now drawing to a
close. As a Canadian I would like to

pay a small tribute from the Province
of British Columbia to these men for

the faith they have shown in the Prov-
ince in financing this undertaking, and
in adding to the railway services of

Canada another transcontinental line.

Every dollar of money invested in this

system must be safely Invested. If the

seijrlty of the transcontinental roal

means anything at all it means the best

kind of an Investment; and when you
<come to measure the seasons we are
approaching in the Dominion, the great
expansion we look for and must have,

throughout Manitoba, Saskatchewan,
Alberta and British Columbia, who is

there in the country, if he proposes to

be honest with himself, and even if he
be the most miserable of pessimists
for that matter, who can question th"
great future of the land, the great vol-

ume of trade, and profltable trade as
well, that must come as a result of >he
stimulating Influences of the proposition
now before you.






