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LOVE IN THE CI(
A PERILOUS ADVENT

“And this is the fellow that
ry my daughter! A pretty fo
to give Annie to a coward ik
shouted honest Master Joss, t]
the cashedral of Vienna, as he
public room of the “Adam
and looked after the angry ret
of Master Qttkar, the head m¢

As he spoke, an honest yo.
named Gabriel; entered ; and |
the youth’s handsome face flus
he thought the sacristan’s wort
ed at him. For'it was.thé ol¢
Gabricl and Annie had played
loved each other before they k
ing of .the word love ;" and
months before, they had founc
Gabriel proposed to make An
her father rejected him' = witl
young gardener had little to s
honest heart and a pair of ind
while Master, Ottkar, the masi
houses and money. To him
against her will, was the pret!
ised ; and poor Gabricl kept .
sacristan's pleasant cottage,
deavoring to root out his love
minating the weeds in his
somchow . it happened that,
docks and thistles withered a
other pertinacious plant, cling
ing like the wild convolvul
flourished, nurtured, perchanc
sional distant glimpse of swec
cheek and drooping form.

8o mattgys stood, when one
¢l was passing through a croy
neighbour hailed him :

- “QGreat news, my boy ! glo
Our Leopold has been  chos
Frankfort. Long live the Hc
He is to make his triumphal e
day br two. ° Come with me
aud Eve,” and we will drink
hearall about it.”

In spite of his dejection,
huve been no true son of Vie
‘refused this invitation; and
in sympathy with his comrad
he hastened with him to the |

We have already seen how
ed appearamce and more  un
of Master Joss met him on hi
the height of his indignation,
did not observe Gabriel, -and
the same tone :

*T declare, I'd i:.‘“" this m.
free permission to woo and v
er to any honest young fello
wave thc banner in my stead-
her well rid of that cowardly

From time immemoriul, if’
custom.in Vienna, whenever
made a triumphal entry, for |
the cathedral to stand on th
of the highest. tower; und
while the procession’ passe
Joss was uld stiff, and rheur
an explurt “would have been
out of his line as dancing on
1t was therefore needfal for |
a substitute ; and it never oc
that his intended son-in-law,
such devotion to his .intere
daily oceupation -obliged h
dizzy heights, and stand on
folding, could possibly obje
place.

What ¢hen, was his chagri
tion when, on broaching the
ternoon to Master Ottkar, he
flat and not over-courteous
old man made a hasty retr
high, and the parting volley,
retreating mason we have al

“Would you, dear master
indeed doso? Then witht
vidence, I'll wave the banr
long as you pleasc from
Stephen’s tower.’

**You, Gabriel ?’ said the
ing at him as kindly as' he
former days. *‘ My poor t
cquld do it; you, a garde
has had any practice in clim

“Ah, now you want to d
your word !"” exclaimed the
“My head is stead enou
heart is heavy, why, it was
it so. Newer mind, Mas
promise me, on the word of
thatyou'll not interfere any n
free choice, and you may de
the banner of our Emmper
heaven long preserve ! wa
the old pinnacle.” \

_ “I will, my brave lad ;
Ahe presence of all these ho
Annie shall be yours !” saic
grasping Gabriel's hand w
while he wiped his eyes w
the other.

“One thing T have to ask
young man, “that you will |
> a secret from Annie. She'c

o



