
IMAGE EVALUATION
TEST TARGET (MT-3)

7

/O
s

:/

1.0

I.I

1.25

*- IIIM

If I'lO

IM

2.2

2.0

1.8

U IIIIII.6

P>
<^
/i

/a
O:

^ "T ^^ //

d?/

M

Photographic

Sciences
Corporation

23 WEST MAIN STREET

WEBSTER, N.Y. 14580

(716) 872-4503



A,

^ ^.

CIHM/ICMH
Microfiche
Series.

CIHVI/ICIVIH
Collection de
microfiches.

Canadian Institute for Historical Microreproductions / Institut canadien de microreproductions historiques



Technical and Bibliographic Notes/Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best

original copy available for filming. Features of this

copy which may be bibliographically unique,
which may alter any of the images in the
reproduction, or which may significantly change
the usual method of filming, are checked below.

[^

D
D

a

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

I I

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagde

Covers restored and/or icminated/
Couverture restaurde et/ou pellicul6e

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Cartes gdographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/

Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

I I

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/

n

Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/

Rdiid avec d'autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion

along interior margin/
La reliure serr^e peut causer de I'ombre ou de la

distortion le long de la marge intdrieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may
appear within the text. Whenever possible, these
have been omitted from filming/

II se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutdes
lors d'une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,

mais, lorsque cela 4tait possible, ces pages n'ont

pas 6t6 filmdes.

Additional comments:/
Commentaires suppl6mentaires:

L'Institut a microfilm^ le meilleur exemplaire
qu'il lui a 6t6 possible de se procurer. Les details

de cet exemplaire qui sont peut-dtre uniques du
point de vue bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier
une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une
modification dans la mdthode normale de filmage
sont indiquds ci-dessous.

I

I

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommag^es

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurdes et/ou pellicul6es

/

I

1 Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/

D

Pages ddcolordes, tachetdes ou piqudes

Pages detached/
Pages d6tach6es

Showthrough/
Transparence

Quality of prir

Quality in6gale de I'impression

Includes supplementary materit

Comprend du matdriel supplementaire

Only edition available/

Seule Edition disponible

I I

Pages detached/

I 7]
Showthrough/

!

I

Quality of print varies/

I I

Includes supplementary material/

I I

Only edition available/

Pages wholly or partially obscured by errata

slips, tissues, etc., have been refilmed to

ensure the best possible image/
Les pages totalement ou partiellement

obscurcies par un feuillet d'errata, une pelure,

etc., ont 6t6 filmdes A nouveau de faqon d

obtenir la meilleure image possible.

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce document est filmd au taux de reduction indiqud ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X / 22X

7
12X 16X 20X

26X 30X

24X 28X
n

32X



The copy filmed here has been reproduced thanks
to the generosity of:

National Library of Canada

L'exemplaire filmd fut reproduit grdce d la

gdndrositd de:

Bibliothdque nationale du Canada

The images appearing here are the best quality

possible considering the condition and legibility

of the original copy and in keeping with the
filming contract specifications.

Les images suivantes ont 6t6 reproduites avec le

plus grand soin, compte tenu de la condition et

de la nettet6 de l'exemplaire filmd, et en
conformity avec les conditions du contrat de
f'.^ lage.

Original copies in printed paper covers are filmed

beginning with the front cover and ending on
the last page with a printed or illustrated impres-

sion, or the back cover when appropriate. All

other original copies are filmed beginning on the

first page with a printed or illustrated impres-

sion, and ending on the last page with a printed

or illustrated impression.

Les exemplaires originaux dont Is couverture en
papier est imprimde sont film6s en commengant
par le premier plat et en terminant soit par la

dernidre page qui com;porte une empreinte
d'impression ou d'illustration, soit par le second
plat, selon le cas. Tous les autres exemplaires
originaux sont filmds en commengant par la

premidre page qui comporte une empreinte
d'impression ou d'illustration et en terminant par
la derni^re page qui comporte une telle

empreinte.

The last recorded frame on each microfiche
shall contain the symbol —^ (meaning "CON-
TINUED "), or the symbol V (meaning "END "),

whichever applies.

Un des symboles suivants apparaitra sur la

dernidre image de cheque microfiche, selon le

cas: le symbole --*> signifie "A SUIVRE", le

symbole V signifie "FIN".

Maps, plates, charts, etc., may be filmed at

different reduction ratios. Those too large to be
entirely included in one exposure ai-e filmed

beginning in the upper left hand corner, left to

right and top to bottom, as many frames as

required. The following diagrams illustrate the

method:

Les cartes, planches, tableaux, etc., peuvent dtre

filmds d des taux de reduction diffdrents.

Lorsque le document est trop grand pour dtre

reproduit en un seul ciich6, il est film6 d partir

de Tangle supdrieur gauche, de gauche it droite,

et de haut en bas, en prenant le nombre
d'images ndcessaire. Les diagrammes suivants
illustrent la m^thode.

1 2 3

1



=* •

>

r
TECE

G-LORious Future of Canada;

A SERMOK RECENTLY PREACHED BY

[
REV. DUNCAN MORRISON, A.M.,

o"\;v"EisT soxjisriD.

) r.

"Walkabout Zion, and go round about her; tell the towers
j,

thereof. Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces : that

I

ye may tell it to the generation following. For this God is our
!!

God for ever and ever : He will be our guide even unto death "

—Ps. xlviii, 12, 13, 14.

I

PRICE, 10 cents.

I'

L,

The Proceeds to be applied towards the Building Fuixd of the Neio

Church.

OWEN SOUND

:

Prikted by John Rutherford, General Job Printer.

1872.

iSi,--.





CL'-y^Ys l}\ (W<-;CrrU UjMKUl^^\

SERMON.
" Walk about Zion, and go round about her; tell the towers thereof.

Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces: that ye may tell it

to the generation following. For this God is our God for ever and
ever: He will be our guide even unto death."—Ps. xlviii, 12, 13, 14.

^1^ AST Monday we celebrated the Fifth Anniversary of the Do-

Jt!;J§) minion of Canada. The people as a whole, hailed the day with

^.-joi^j joy. The merchant closed his shop; and the artisan, glad of a

'iol^ day's rest and ready for a day's enjoyment, prepared himself

for the sights of the town or the quiet retreats of the country

—

as his tastes suggested. Every place of any consequence put on its

holiday attire; and flags flying, and bells ringing, and bands playing,

and guns roaring, and lusty youth contending on the race-course or

on the river: bore ti.^stimony all over the Dominion to the general joy.

I have chosen this text with a view of calling your attention to

some of those more cheering aspects which the country presents, and

at the same time directing your minds to those great duties which

your country demands. The psalmist, with the pride of a patriot

and the gratitude of a Christian, thought of the glory of his land—its

salubrious clime, its radiant skies, its thrilling history, its heritage of

promises, its divine government—presided over, as it was, by the God
of the whole earth; and it is plain from the text that that which

kindled in his heart his deepest joy, was not its physical advantages,

but its spiritual blessings—the fact that God dwelt there, that God's

house was there, the temple of the Lord, on whose turrets sparkled

rising and setting suns, and in whose courts white-robed priests min-

istered from day to day. He felt as every true patriot feels, that the

bulwarks of a nation's strength are not such things as I have noticed,

but the blessing!^ of grace—the ministrations of the church—the insti-

tutions of religion: and therefore he said, "Walk about Zion, &c."

In a spirit similar to that of the Psalmist, let me ask you to look to

your national advantages. And first: at the large territorial extent of

this land. In the lesson of this evening, (xxi. of Rev.) we read of a

city whose length is to be twelve thousand furlongs, and whose breadth

is to be twelve thousand furlongs,—that is fifteen hundred miles each

way—containing two and a-quarter millions of square miles; embrac-

ing an area sufficient for the world's population, and allowing a very

fair garden for every family. You can scarcely form any concep-

tion of such a city, and such a magnitude. Of course, we are not to

take these measures, and figures, and facts, sharply and definitely,



and say the City of God is to bo so and so, surrounded with a jasper

wall two hundred and sixteen feet high—such a literal style of inter-

pretation w(juld destroy the whole teaching of the word. In these

symbols of the unseen, Goi) does not so niuch address the reason as

the imagination of men; and through the imagination ho would feed

the faith ui his people, and lift their aflections to a glory which eye

hath not seen, which ear hath not heard, and which hath not entered

into the heart of nuin to conceive. The striking thing about this city

or country which John saw in vision, was its magnitude; and yet it is

not nearly so large as that country which we call the Dominion of

Canada, fifteen hundred miles would scarcely reach from Halifax

on the east to Winnepeg on the west

—

that would do little more than

span half the length of the Dominion. We have a counuy more than

twice the" size of the Golden City of Revelation—a country nearly

equal tn that of Europe, and smnething larger than that of the United

States! To be sure a large portion lying to the north is of but little

value; but making every allowance that justice can demand, we have

still a very great country, rich in minerals, fertile in soil, and won-
derful in the wealth of its resources—a country, it is said, capable when
fully developed, of sustaining one Hundred millions, although we have

only aboiit four millions now. Russia, inferior in respect to natural

advantages, sustains eighty millions with its three hundred millions of

acres of arable land. We have more and better land, it is said, lying

in the route of the projected Pacific Railroad. Let us not despise the

day of small things. The time was, when Great Britain was very small

among the nations; when London was small, and Glasgow, and Edin-

burgh; when the schools and colleges, were of no account; and the ques-

tion is not what the country is now, but what it may become to the

generations following—what it may become in the hands of a valiant,

virtuous, GoD-fearing population. What other nation in the world

has such a field for extension, development, and material prosperity]

Our neighbors on the other side have; yes, and that even in a higher

degree. But the want of coherence in their institutions and stability

in their government, together with the explosive character of some of

its elements, is a drawback which cannot be compensated by their

otherwise superior natural advantages. Take these things into view,

in connection with our relations to England, under whose shadow we

repose so safely, and you will sing to-night with a joyful strain: "Walk

about Zion, go round about her, mark well her bulwarks, consider her

palaces, etc."

In the next place, the growing prosperity of this young country

for the last few years, has been the theme of very general congratula-

tion. Trade has been growing on every hand. The lumber business,

the mineral business, the banking business, the woollen business, and

the shipping business, have all been making great strides. Think of
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this country being set down as the third naval power in the world!

Think of this country raising more wheat last year, acre f' r acre, than

our neighbors on the other side! Think of a surplus over the expen-

diture last year of over three millions of dollars! Every branch of

business is prospering—evary place presents a scene of busy enter-

prise. Banks, saw mills, woollen factories, and pleasing residences

surrounded with gardens and shade trees, are springing up in eveiy

town and village all over the land; and trade in all its channels is

rushing forward to great dimensions. A few years ago, commercial

men were wont to contemplate the future with dismay, by reason of

the failure of the Reciprocity Treaty and the imposition of heavy

duties; but duty or no duty, business has been going on with increasing

vigor, so that it is very nearly as good as ever it was with the United

States in its palmiest days; and far better with other custoifters, and

new customers that we have learned to seek out for ourselves. Per-

haps no better illustration can be given of the general prosperity than

the fact that the assets of the banks are now very nearly double of

what they were five years ago, namely, one hundred and thirty-eight

millions, as against seventy-one millions of dollars. And if all this

may be said of the past, notwithstanding its many drawbacks,—its

poverty, bad roads, heavy duties, and inexperience—what shall we
say of the future ? What of our condition when our canals are con.

structed, our railroads completed, the Treaty ratified, and th'^ tastes

of the people awakened J What of our state when new markets are

opened up all over the West^ and our large resources that have scarcely

been disturbed or developed, when those silent woods that have

scarcely seen the face of a white man, are peopled and converted into

the homesteads of a thrifty and thriving population ? Hero again we
take up the words of the Psalmist, and say '* Walk about Zion," etc.

Once more, look at the comfortable condition of the people and

the real wealth which they own, and how that wealth is stimulating

them to still greater possessions. Contrast their condition with the

condition of the great bulk of the people in Europe, and say whether

we have not reason for thankfulness to-night! Never were people so

well clothed, so bounteously fed, so comfortably housed, aa our Cana-

dian people. Why, their situation in a general way is better than that

of nobles in the time of Queen Elizabeth. And then, as man grows

in wealth, there is a tendency lo axigment the conveniences, the beauty,

the furniture and the resources of his home. There is an ambition

—

a rivalry among Canadians, that is infectious—that will not let man
alone—that will not suffer him to live and labour in the old hum-drum

style. This is a sign of growth in the right direction. Show mc a

man who is content to live in a low condition, and I will show you

one who is just so much below his proper manhood. True growth is

not down towards simplicity and narrowness—down to the savage who



ia coTitent with a blanket to cover his Rliame, and a fiBJt to satisfy his

hunger. True growth is upv/ard, and is toward complexity and mul-

titudinous power, and a great variety of tastes. In the low state, man
has only one mouth; in the perfect state, ho has an hundred. In the

low state, ho is impelled forward by the sense of hunger; but when

hia feelings have been stirred by the breath of civilization, and kindled

by the Holy Spirit, it is not one sense that he has driving him on

—

he mere sense of hunger—but the senses f»f beauty, taste, comfort,

right and emulation; and not until man is thoroughly awakened, and

all his senses fed, and his entire nature cleansed by the Divine Spirit,

can he be said to have reached his manhood.

Now, if I understand the Gospel, it is to make every man rich,

both as regards this world and tho world to come. If I iinderstand

the business of the missionary, he is to go to the savage and teach him

to clothe ^himself with a goodly robe; to till the soil with a better

plough; to build his house upon a better plan; to raise his wife and

children to a nobler life, and suiround them with all the comforts and

conveniences of a happy home. Men are afraid of wealth and its vices;

they ought to be still more afraid of poverty and its vices. Moreover,

wealth is not necessarily associated with vice, but on the contrary,

wealth is the handmaid of the Gospel, and the child of the Gospel: for

wherever the word of this Gospel is preached, it will blossom out into

health and strength, abundant harvests on the land, and prosperous

voyages upon the sea, and plenty of money in the exchequer. And
instead of men toiling and moiling from the one year's end to the

other, scarcely able to make ends meet, I look forward to the time

when man, rising to greater dominion over the elements because rising

into greater favor with the God of the elements, shall be able to take

life easy—when a fortune of a million of dollars will not be considered

great; when the cities shall be golden, and the nations shall walk in a

splendor which Solomon never had in all his glory. There is a great

deal of wealth in the country, and the beauty of it is that it is not in

the hands of a few, though there are a few rich men, but that it is in

the hands of the people. In the old country it is computed there are

only about twenty-five thousand owners of land, and some of these

very small owners; and in Scotland, if my memory serves me, nearly

one half of the land is in the hands of four or five noblemen. But
there is no such thing in this country. The land is in the hands of

the people, and the wealth of the country is at their disposal. There

is danger when wealth is in a few hands. There is danger in corpora-

tions, and guilds, and millionaires, clubbing in the interest of each

other, and selfishly controlling the channels of business; but there is

no suoh danger when the real wealth of the country—which is in the

soil—is in the hands of the people; when it is allowed, like water, to

take its natural course and flow in its proper channels,with its hundred

r
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hands carrying life and lovelinesa wherever it goes. And when you

bear in mind tliat every doHar that a man earns in tlio back woods

•timulates liis nature, every book that ho reads stimidateH his nature,

«very sermon that he hears stimuhites liis nature, and so far as he is

concerned opens up a market, makes him cry out for a watch to wear

in his pocket, or an instrument for his daughters to play upon at homo,

you can see what the tendency of all this prosperity and wealth which

is ours is, and how new branches of industry must ever be springing

up to cope with the ever increasing demands of a prosperous people.

Look at the country in this light, and you will say with the Psalmist:

<' Walk about Zion, etc."

But I have greater things than these to speak to you about to-

night in connecti(«i with our country. I refer to the Educational

advantages which it presents to the rising generation. Certainly, no

country is better situated in regard to scho(»la and libraries, and

facilities for instruction, if we except the United States. There is not

a poor boy in the Dominion who has not the free offer of an excel-

lent English education—nay, that is not under law to accept

of a good English education. Then by easy gradation, he can

rise to the Grammar School, the Collegiate Institute, and finally the

University; and if in the course of his instruction he manifests any

special aptitude for the arts or sciences, the way of cultivating that

special gift is made easy to him by kindred in8tivi;tion8 which are

generously sustained by the Legislatuie. There is such an institution

in Toronto, attended just now by about one hundred pupils, some of

whom have made their way thither through difficulties, and who
probably will ere long make their way to real excellence in the arts

which they love, and thus become a source of wealth to the land.

I have been speaking of the natural wealth of the country, but

what is that compared to the intellectual wealth of the people ? One
educated man is better than any one of those silver islands in Lake
Superior. One wise man, though poor and not remembered, has

tefore now delivered the city; and we are assured by the highest

authority that wisdom is better than arms. The great poet is better

than a millionaire: for though he only wrote one short song like that

which lately thrilled the heart of Germany,

" The Rhine, the Rhino 1 the glorious Rhine!"

It may be such a song as to kindle a nation's feeling and become a

nation's hymn, so that when sung in the day of adversity, it shall

bring more strength to the country than a whole argosy laden with

gold. Who does not know that this has been the effect of our national

songs 1 Who does not know that they have been the means of pro-

moting courage and constancy and enthusiasm and a leal-hearted alle-

giance, and all that conserves order and knits the strength and binds

up the hearts of the people ? Why was Germany enabled to deal
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blows BO rapid, lit-avy and overwhelming last year? Was it bocauHo

she had beitur arms { No! Was it becauso she had more men to send

into the iivUl i No! But it was bocauso she had better men; becauso

the (jierman soldier was not a mere fighting machine like the hordes

of Russians, among whom there is no enthusiafliu and no intelligence;

but an educated citizen, a scholar who has passed through the schnols

of his country, and who perfectly understands tlie issues at stake;

while many of the French officers, not to speak of the rank and tile,

could not write their own names!

By her schools and colleges, Germany has put intelligence into

her people and courage into her soldiers, and thus every man she sends

to the field, so to speak, is a double man; every army, a double army;

every general a double, treble general—so that the power of the

country is overwhelming. Therefore, I think the government of the

country is acting wisely in making such ample provision as they have

don6, for the generous and free education of youth; and when I think

of the number of our schools, and the growing facilities extended to

the rising generation for improving their minds, I am inclined to take

up these words in a grateful spirit: "Walk about Zion, etc."

Another very cheering feature of the country, and one which

promises well for the f'iture, is the disposition more and more mani-

fested on the part of the strong to help the weak—the growing sense

of their responsibility to lift up those that are bound down. When in

Montreal lately, I was much interested with the effort put forth in

behalf of the poor boys and girls that had no helper—the efforts of

the wealthy of that great city to raise those that are bowed down, to

reclaim the drunkard, encourage the weak, and to evangelise the mass

and bring them under the influence of the Word. And what is true

of Montreal, is true of all the great cities on the continent—New York,

Boston, Baltimore; and no less in London and Liverpool, and Glasgow

and Edinburgh! It is a good sign of the country when its nobles and

great men, such as the Earl of Shaftesbury r-nd the Duke of Argyle,

are found ready for such work—illustrious by reason of their position,

but shedding additional lustre upon their coronets by such works of

faith and labors of love. The time was when such a spectacle was

scarcely to be found; when the nobleman shut himself up in hia

splendid mansion, and kept himself apart from the common people

for fear of defilement. How different the conduct of Him who went

about continually doing good! He healed the leper—and how I Did
he wave His hand, and say: "Away, away! Come not near, lest you
4efile me?-' No; but He drpw near and touched him with His hand,

and His sympathy, and His love; and who does not know that a kind

word spoken, a generous deed done, has a balm and a power to cure

which no dole of cold charity can command ? Let us not forget that

we are member* o?ie of another; that evil is contagious; that unless the

ft
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lower cliwsoB are clean, the higher cannot lift thomselves above the

power of contamination. When the Bniall-pox iH in a place, great is

the alarm in every honsehold, and great the prej)arationH anil prcHcrip-

tiunB againHt the spread of the diseaHe. But there is a Hpiritual as

well as a pliyaical contagion; and if we allow corruption to grow and

spread in our cities and through the land—if we leave the infected

alone, the drunkard alone, and the drinking places alone to do their

W(»rk of death without law or limitation, and corrupt literature alone

to do its work—how can we assure ourselves that our sons and daugh-

ters shall escape the contagion ] If we would beat back a fever, it is

not enough that wo attend to personal cleanliness—the whole town

must be cleansed and futnigated; and so, if we would have our count»*y

prosper, it will not do iov us to say: What have I to do with the cor-

ruption of the town? "W hen your child comes in from the street with

a black oath on his tongue, he virtually says to you: "That's what

you have got to do with the corruption of the town." When a pesti-

lence, rising from degraded homes, meets you on the highway and

knocks you down, it virtually says: ''T^hat's what you have got to do

with the corruption of the town. " And so when a rotten reprosenta-

tive gets you into his power and makes a whole community smart for

their negligence, he virtually says the same thing. Now, this growing

sense of responsibility on the part of the strong to help the weak, this

disposition to go forth and touch the leper with our sympathy to which

I have adverted, is a very cheering feature connected with our country,

and promises well for the future.

But the most cheering feature of all is the actual religious life

of the country—the number of churches, ministers, sabbath schools,

bibles read and bibles distributed through the country every year. I

know that in this respect there is much that is fitted to depress. When
we think of the prevalence of scientific scepticism, the letting go of

cherished beliefs, the removal of old land marks, the growth of intem-

perance and uncleanness, and the idea with many that Christianity is

losing ground—that it is an old story, a mere superstition—we natu-

rally despond. But this scene takes place every three or four hundred

years; and then chere is a reaction, and religion sets in stronger than

ever. You are standing on the shore beaten by the coming tide, but

ever and anon the great swelling wave retires, and for the time you
think the tide is ebbing; but the tide is not ebbing—and if you stand

long enough, you will see the whole shelving sands covered with the

flood. We can only see a small part of God's ways; but to Him with

whom a thousand years is as one day, there is no failure, no refluence

of the wave; and if we had a longer vision and a stronger faith, we
should see the tide rolling in all the time, and at last the whole earth

filled with glory. I am not shaken by such things as those to which

I have adverted. They are signs of change; fulfilments of prophecy;
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prognostications of a better day. My faith does not stand in men, or
minister, or books, or churches, but in God, and in that strong, un-
changeable human nature which cannot do without religion, without
God, without the ministration of the Word; and which, amid all

conditions, cries out for God—the living God.
Now what 1 say is this: No country is more favorably situated in

respect to the ministers of religion and the means of grace, than Can-
ada. Throughout the whole land, even the remotest districts, the
gospel is preached, and the word of God has free course and ic glori-

fied. Along the Red River.and the Fraser River, where emigrants
are thronging, there are faithful men to be found ready to minister

to their wants, and more are ready to follow; and all along the Gatineau
for hundreds of miles, a great lumber district where thousands of

Frenchmen assemble every winter in the shanties, for whose souls no
one seemed to car 3, exce]jt the confessor, till a few years ago, when
our church was moved to take up this mission. All along, every
winter, our ministers of the Ottawa Presbytery are to be found labor-

ing in word and doctrine, and leaving behind them multitudes of books
and tracts in both the French and English languages. Whether then,

we look to the town or country, the old settlements or the new, we
have reason to thank God and take courage. And while I am grateful

for those high advantages to which I have adverted—the territorial

extent of the country—the prosperity of the country—the wealth of

the country—the educational advantages of the country—the generous
disposition of the strong to help the weak in this country—J am
especially thankful to Almighty God for the spiritual blessings of the

country—the thousands of evangelical pulpits that are eloquent every
Sabbath with the high themes of the Gospel. I wish I had more time
to dwell upon this part of my discourse, and to shew you that Chris-

tian men and Christian institutions are the true bulwarks of a country.

It was this feature in Israel that chiefly attracted the eye of the
Psalmist. It was not its physical advantages—it was not its genial

clime and well watered plains; but it was because the Lord, in an
especial manner, dwelt there; becauce the temple was there, and
thousands of true men that waited for the consolation of Israel, who
delighted to linger about Zion and listen to those strains of heavenly
minstrelsy, which awoke the enthusiasm of the nation. And not until

we rise to the true conditions of a nation's strength; not until we see

wickedness as ashamed, hiding its head; not untU we see righteous-

ness flowing through the land like a stream, purging our politics, and
cleansing our council halls and judgment halls, making faith more
intelligent, knowledge more scriptural, business more lofty in its tone,

and Christian men more earnest, and ministers more faithful—not
till then shall we be able to sing this psalm in the true spirit in which
it was originally sur g: "Walk about Zion, go round about her, mark
well her bulwarks; consider her palaces, that ye may tell it to the

generation following: for this God is our God, for ever and ever; He
will be our guide even unto death." Depend upon it, that the true

bulwarks of a nation are spiritual, not material; that our real strength

is not our great natural advantages—not our millions of acres of un-
reclaimed land—not the tag is of the mother country, under which we
repose so safely

—

hut that righteousness which exalteth a nation. Let

the country be faithless in this regard : place improper men in positions

of trust; profane her Sabbaths and neglect her poor—and nothing can

save her from the doom of those rotten nations of antiquity, that

arose, fell, and passed away like the cloud of the morning.
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