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Research Council,

Hatio
178, Cueen Street. ttawa, Ontario.

My dear Dr. Tory.

I ar g0 grateful to you for your kind letter and
enclosure, i.e.. copy of a letier writien to Dr. Eibbert, and
I hasten to explain what happened.

I have Yeen laid off work for the last two weeks,
and half of that time I was in bded with a throat infection which
made me feel pretty misoradble.During the early part of my com-
valesesnce. Hibbert came in %o see me, and showed me a letter
which I m &y not have read carefully enough, and I certainly

was not in any condition, perhaps. o think agcurately on
important matters. He showed me the letter he was writing %o
you, and ag I read it, I took it to mean chiefly that he wanted
to know in what way our University should a2e¢t so as not %o
conflict with the National Research Council work.

We had talked on several occasioms adbout
promoting the industrial work in the Universidy., and I had con-
templated (just prior to getting ill) making a visit %o some of
our wealthy men, asking them if they would not coniribute
towards the enlargement of our present Industrial Research
Lavoratory in order that we might do our share. especially as
reg;rds Mining and Chemistry, in contributing to the coudry's
work.

I certainly d4id not read into his letter the doubts
that he seems to have made as $0 any harm that would come to0 the
University from the National Research Council, although I do
recall being rather siruck with the fact that he was asking
questions that you probably would not feel ready st this moment
to answer. No doubt, if I had read the letter more carefully,

I would not have let it go out.

I was likewise struck with the fact that such a




*Dr. H. M. Tory - 2. S5th November, 1928.

letter sent from the University (i.e. from me in the adsence of

Sir Arthur Currie) would have been in better taste, but knowing how
ambitious he is t0 get whatever ceredit that may come in initiating
anything in hies Department$, I rather weakly let him send it, and
told him that when I was well, I would drop you a line, asking you
in what way you would expect us to codperate.

I can see now what I did not see before - that his letter must
have been not only annoying. but even aggressive, and perhaps
impertinent, and I regret very much that I did not read it more
carefully before letting him send 1%. I thought your letter o
Dr. Hibbert was very much %o the point. and I shall take care in
future thet this kind of thing does not occur again.

You will be interested to know that Sir Arthur is improving
in every way, and in the course of a fow months should de quite
restored to health. However, the Governors have asked me to take
on his daties practically fTor the rest of the winter in the
expectation of giving him as much rest as posgible.

Of course, you know that both HMacallum and Ruttan are
now off our astive University staff, and I sincerely hope that when
the time comes to replace them, we can add to your Committee (if
you wish) men who will go far towards helping you in $his colossal
work.

=

¥ith remewed thanks for your kindness, believe me

~

(Acting Principal)

Very cordially yours,
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2nd November, 1928,

Dr, Hareld Hibbers,
HeGil) University,
Montreal,

Deaxr Dr. Hibbert:
1 have your letter of October 30th.

lLet me begin by saying that Ontario is
receiving a good deal of credit for ploneering a
provinecial organization for research = eredit which
she really does not deserve, There has been in
existence in the Provinece of Alberta since 1922 a
Provineial Research Couneill which the Government has
supported to the extent of $50,000 a year, which
would represent an endowment of approximately
$1,000,000, Reports of this work have been published
and distributed in the provinces of Canada and in
many other parts of the world, and constitute a very
considerable volume of research,

Turther, as you doubtless know, there is
& Development Board in existence in Nova Scetia and
one created last year in the Provinece of Manitoba.
With these Boards the National Research Council has
been coeoperating « in the case of Alberta for some
years, in the case of Nova Secotia for two years past,
and it is now beginning coe-operation with Manitoba,
As & matter of fact, before I left Alberta, as
President of the National Research Couneil, I had
been in communication with all the proevinces of Canadas
where it seemed possible to co~operate with the
provineial organizations.

Vith regard to university activities, I do
not see the slightest reason why the universities
should look with anxiety to the development of either
the Dominion or its provincial organizations., The
ailm of the National Research Council will be to co~
ordinate as far as possible the work going on, and
to assist, as 1t has done in the past; the university
professors in carrying out any special investigations
they have on hand, Certainly, the field if Industrial
Chemistry, for example, is large enough to give full
scope to the universities, if they desire to enter
that field, and to the Dominion and Provincial Councils,
if they desire to enter upon the solution of special
problems,

I think you are mistaken in the statement in
the third paragraph of your letter that the United
States Government has confined its efforts "essentially
to standardization work, and the same is true in ZIngland
and in Germany." The Bureau of Standards has entered




frankly and fearlessly into the field of pure science
when a pure science problem has been presented to it,
and in the last few years has opened its doors to the
industries in such a way that an individual industry
may send its problems there for solution, provided it
is willing to pay the price of the investigation,

In England the National Research Council has
entered upon a very wide and varied field of work. The
National Physical laboratories devote their attention
almost exclusively ¥g problems of pure science, in
addition, of coursey’necessary standardization work,

The Coal Research Laboratories under the National
Research Council are probably doing the most important
work on coal now being done anywhere in the world, with
the exception possibly of work such as is being carried
on in some of the great private laboratories in Germany,
Further, the National Research Council is spending about
£20,000 of its own money and directing the expenditure
of an additional £20,000 from the industry in the Wool
and Worsted Research Station at Leeds, a station not
connected with the University at all, At the University
Dr., Barker is also carrying on such researches in the
wool industry as his University connection makes possible.
The Cotton Research Station at Didsbury, Manchester, is
doing exactly the same thing under the direection of the
National Research Couneil,

In Germany the institutions supperted by the
Imperial Government are doing work in standardization,
but also are carrying on work which definitely belongs

to pure science, All the various institutes that come
under the name of the "Kaiser Wilhelm® (of which there
are 26 in the country) are working on problems in pure
science in every branch, receiving the support of the
industry and also the support of the Imperial Government.
All this is in addition to the work being done in the
universities themselves.

I merely mention these facts because there
seems o have been some anxiety on the part of the
universities that the Dominion Government was going
to enter their field of opportunity - a perfectly
unwarranted fear,

The Research Council intends to continue to
act as a co-ordinating agency, supporting by scholar-
ships the training of men in the universities as here-
tofore, and also continuing to give assistance to
gpecial researches, as may be required. Apart from that,
of course, the universities will be absoiutely at
liberty te undertake work along any lines which may
seem wise to them, The Research Council will endeavour
to keep in close touch with the universities, so that
its own policy will be influenced by a knowledge of
what is going on. On the Couneil there will continue
to be men representing the universities, so that the
universities will be kept in close touch with the
operations of the Council.




As to giving you "some definite statement as
to the future lines upon which the Government intends
to proceed in the carrying cut of its own research
programue,® this is impossible to do at the moment,
except to say that we intend entering the field of
research on very broad lines. We are naming our lab-
oratory the "National Research Laboratories"”, and we
will feel free to undertake any work that commends
{tself to us as being likely to assist in the develop~
ment of Canada and in the growth of knowledge.

Sincerely yours,

President,
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Sir Arthur Currie,
Princinal, McGill University,
Montreal, Que

dear Sir Arthur:

I regret exceedingly that I missed you on your
visit to Ottawa. Your letter was forwarded to me here. I assume that
during your visit to Ottawa you h=d the matter straightened out .
Fearing that such 1 1t not be case, I wrote to Mr.Stewart a

letter as T will ask you to treat also

"He states in his letter that the Department of

Interior was planning to branch ocut into fundemental research in the
various branchas of pure chemistry in conneéction with the laboratories
et Montrsal and apparently under the direction of Mr. Cameron. Now,
I hesitate to s2v = word abomt it dbnt I earmmot but feel that this is
nothing if not Cory's effort to forestall in some measure the work of
the projected National Leboratories. To my mind, to establish a fundamental
research in these laboratotiss at Montreal in a building adjacent to the

chemical laboratories of MeGill University is not only
of money but nothing would be accorplished by it. The staff
there are capable of doing the practical studies assoclzated with th
pulp and paper business, but pure sarch is heyond their capacity.

In so far a2s McGill University is able to carry on rure ressarc they

should be encouraged to do so but Cameron and his staff
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should be kept on the problems which they are fitted to solve. I @o hope

that no further conflict is to take place over these

1t is unfortmate that Dr. Hibbert is a
and probsbly should keep away from the varts of the laboratory devoted to
nractical work, but he is a very able man withot guestion , without a vser
in Canzda for the work he is doing , and such men are always difficnlt.
This is one of the things which s University President soon learns to be
ratient with because of the quality of the man."

It has always been my view that we should encourage fundemental
esearch to the limit ani in the future development ofth National Research
leboratories theonly 1limit that I wonld o nally pv he development
of research in the universities would be that the problems must arise
naturally from the work of the university staff ard that we should do as
heretofor,provide money for equipment and assistance.

I hore vou will not mind my saying that I rerveat a judgment
which I have given you on various oceasions ,viz., that if the wiversities
tis themselves up with industrial organizations they will be meking a
fundamental error.

I am sorry for the delay in answering this letter but I have
been away from home and have not been very well, so having written to
Stewart I thought thers was nothing further I could do. T am going to
write yvou a letter in a day or two covering the whole gituation as I

understand there is some feeling at McGill with regard to the development
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Leboratories.

to the universities is utterly senseless.

the Netional Nesearch Taborato

two of the universit
stated above,

mtter as I see it.

President.
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McGILL UNIVERSITY

MONTREAL

25th January, 1928.

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal,
McGill University.

Dear Sir Arthur,

Mr Cronin, President of the Mutual Life
Insurance Company, and a member oi the National Research
Council, telephoned this morning rejuesting an interview,
same being made at the suggestion of Mr R. B. Bennett.

Mr Cronin, so I understood, sponsored
tne Bill presented some years ago looking towards the
¢reation of a National Research institute in Ottawa, and
he has been informed by Mr Bennett that McGill feels that
the Government is showing a tendency to encroach on the
sphere of activities of the University, and, presumably,
in order to, diminish the opposition on this score is anx-
ious to discuss the question.

If you would care to see him, I shall be
glad to arrange for an interview at your convenience.

He informs me that he is well-known to
you and that he would welcome the chance to discuss this
problem.

Yours sincerely,

Aoty ittt

Professor of Inaustrigl & Cellulose Chemistry.
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October 26th, 1929,

Sir Robert Falconer K.C.M.G.,
President, University of Toronto,
Toronto, Ont.

My dear Sir Robert:-

1 am very much obliged for your

letters of the 18th and 23rd of October and highly
apprecizte your co-operation and the consideration
you have given the matter.

I am in entire concurrence with you.
I have replied to my correspondent to the effect that
the proposal involves insuperabdle difficulties.

Yours faithfully,




President’s Office.

october 23, 1929

My dear Sir Arthur:

I have made inquiries indirectly from Dr. Speakman with
regard to the suggestion that members of the staff of the Ontario Research
Council should be given honorary positions as professors on our university staff.
No mention was made to him of a similar suggestion having been made in regard to
the staff of the Dominion Research Council at Ottawa. Dr. Speakman is strongly
opposed to any such suggestion. He believes that it is in their own interests
to keep entirely free from formal connection with the University. Their work

is in industrial research and not in the primary sciences. The University's

research he believes should be confined to primary and applied sciences, and

should in no way confliect with theirs which deals with definite problems. I
should therefore not mention the matter further to him. His decision, however,
as I see it settles the question for us in regard to Ottawa, because we could
not ask Ottawa people to hold honorary positions as professors on our staff
without doing the same for the provincial institution.

I can see that difficulties also might arise in knowing how to
select those who should be chosen as honorary professors, and that if they were
associated too closely with the University trouble might arise from members of
the staff of the University who might feel that they were preferred in honor
before them.

At any rate, in the meantime, it seems to me that it would not




be wise for us to take action in the way that you mention.

With kind regards, I am,

Yours sincerely,

President.

Principal Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.lleGe,
MeGill University,
Montreal, Qe




President’s ®ffice.

October 18, 1929
My dear Sir Arthur;

I am glad to hear from you and hope that you are
picking up all the time and will soon be thoroughly well again, and that
everything is proceeding favourably with you. Next week you will have a
busy time with the visit of the Prime Minister, just as we had, and I am
sure that you will enjoy his address.

The suggestion that you make as to placing some of the

senior members of the professional staff of the National Research Council

as honorary professors in University Faculties raised some questions that

one would like to consider pretty carefully before coming to & decision.
Already we have Professor Huntsman, who is connected with the Biological
Board of Canada, on our staff, but in the winter he spends 2 good deal of
time in Toronto and occasionally gives advice as to research work that is
being carried on in connection with Fisheries.

The situation with us is a little more difficult because
alongside of the University there is now the Ontario Research Foundation
controlled by a commission under the Government. A group of scientific
men is being associated with these laboratories, and the probability is
that the number will grow. It therefore is necessary for us to consider
carefully where the first step would lead us. Assuredly we could not put
on men from Ottawa without also putting on men from Toronto, and yet we
do not wish so definitely to associate ourselves with the Ontario Research

Council as to cut ourselves off in any way from co-operation with the

Dominion Research Council.




—2_

I will think the matter over and speak to some members of

our staff about it and write you laters
7ith kind regards, I am,

Yours sincerely,

”
/./
/

President.

Principal Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G.,
McGill University,
Montreal, Q.




NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL
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your let
14th, which 11na awaiting me on my return from
trip to

time in

fessorship, and would say that there is no urgency

whatever l regard t this matter,

Yours sincerely,

QAW oS
oW s GO

Director,




October

Dre Ge Se
National Council
O T T:."*A Y

Dear Dr. Whitby:-

I should have acknowledged before
this your letter of October 3rd, in which you put

forward the suggestion that you might be made an
Honorary Professor of MeGill University.

There is a good deal involved in
this matter and I would like a little more time to
consider it before giving a definite decision., Some-
what similar recommendations came before the Graduate
Faculty last year and were unfavourably recelved.
However, as I said above, I would like further time
before giving s definite answer.

All good wishes.

Yours faithfully,

Principal.




Dr. G. ;;. 'f"'hi tby,
National Research Council,
Ottawa.,

Dear Dr. Whitdby:-

E The suggestion made in your letter
of October 3rd has received the most careful consid-

eration. You will, of gourse, realize that the plan
involves many questions besidess the possibility of
esteblishing a desiradle spirit of cooperation.

The Buropean system is not, as you,
of course, know, exactly parallel. The manner im which
professors are appointed and universities operated
differentiates the cases. In this country it is recog-
nized that professors form an sstive part of a faculty
and are sudject to control, however, indefinite, by
such bodies as faculties and corporations. I confess I
do not see how we could meet the difficulty created by
the appointment of members of the staff subject in no
way to university authority. I am afraid, too, that
even if I could see such & solution it would not be easy
to pass the necessary amendments to the University con-
stdtution. This objection may be technical dut it is,
1 fear, a very real one,

1 find, moreover, that the feeling
among the staffs of bodies such as that to which you
now bdelong is by no means unanimously in favour of such
& proposal as yours. The result of my inguiries, which,
I may say, have been made without mentioning your name
or position, has been to satisfy me that in many cases
the holders of similar positions would rafher be entirely




meet with strong opposition
from university staffs.

Jnder these condit] I think you
th me that it is better ¢t @ no action

tion you pPropose.

YV vy Wy &
Yours fa
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October 26th,

Dr, Hs M. Tory,
Chairman, National Research Council,
0' Tﬁj\?;’ﬁ -

¥y dear Dr. Tory:=

g recently been made
to me that some mutusl advantsa pould result if senilor
members of the profession ff of the National Re-
search Council were appo! d orary Professors in
University faculties. 1In pPPo!? f the proposal it is
stated that in Europe hono rofessor ships in uni-
versities are given to men w are professionally

qualified and occupied in re arch fnstitutionse.

Such 2 proposal obviously raises

questions of great importance and must be considered

in the light of genersl university policy. The
European case is, of course, not parallel. 1I have
consulted members of other university faculties, as
well as my own staff, and the result of my incuiries
has satisfied me that the project would not be of
advantage to the Research Council or to the Universities.
Your own experience will, I am sure, lead you to the
same conclusion. The difficulties created by the
appointment of professors who were in no way subject %o
any faculty or to Corporation are almost insuperable.

I doudbt, moreover, whether it would be possible to
secure the necessary amendments to the University
constitution. Diffjculties on your side will doubtless
be apparent to yourself.




know

vy

ma

you

'S
v

o




G. Johnson,
Department of Chemistry,
Universitye.

Dear Dr., Johnson:-

Re e¥. vour letter of 10th

of Coctober and your comnm D Vhitby's proposal,
%

1 have now %o inform you a I ha told Dr. Whitby
r.a.‘

that his project involves ult: whic
my mind, insuperable.

are, to

I send you herewith a copy of
my letter to him.

Principal.
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cuestion, I may say, comes up
in connection with 2 specific case, but it seems toc me
that befors any specific case can be discussed there is
an important gunestion of university policy to be decided.
At the scme time I feel that the matter is not one in
which any university should stand alone. There are
several points involved,~ our relationship to the Research
Council, the measure of control or lack of control over
2 member of that Council nominally on the University
staff, the extent to which such a plan should be carried -
in other words, are we to have honorary professors,
honorary associaste professors, etc.~ the basis of selection,
and so on, There are other points which, I have no doubt,
will at once occur to yourself,

I am told that the European case is
not cuite parallel, in as much as Professorships are in
the gift of the State and not granted by the universities




you will
relcome any

at is, without doubdt,

e
W

will

qur 1o
W ik

ar
make on

@
o |
i
O B
i
@
=
i)
PE

e}

o &0
]
wi 8
o o «©




copy for Professor

receipt of your

have agssumed that you sre gzi
have elrcady taken steps to :11a
to hear from you, in "ew of the
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Research Department pt ttum:.
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until the receipt of this letter of Augus A ere would not be

much time
am sorry to see you leave MNoGill,
ain of the Nationel Resesrch

pleased to see you when you

feithfully,

Principal




