
THIRTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT.
Your

and Secretary, giving a brief account of the chief efforts made to ackiev-
îjrr^T R-îi1CfPoSt"oftlCCvDei,Drtme» sincc 1853' when the Hon. George 

on ?hn f°r.preventing Post-office labor and the transmission of 
isao* °iD thH Sn”iJth was Tost by a single vote, down to 10th March 
lb60, when the Postmaster General issued a memorandum relieving Post- 

vV‘‘Ti HWcSt/r°m the obligation to open their Post-offices for 
ti.u oonln y- of jettera, &c., on Sundays. It was, moreover, stated that 
th concession to public sentiment was not enough. It was limited to 
Western Canada, and was “ simply permissive, not peremptory in its
ine^hW vtnd fllrt-r1lt 'f thc CIerks at tlie mercy of the Postmaster

atsr ÿ
abridged by any species of compulsory labor whatever. Reference was 
îw«w;« ti aat.,lentic testimony showing that various acts of Sabbath 
desecration had been perpetrated on the Railways and Canals, such as the
onTh“tgHolyDay.tTramS’EXtra Train9’ Spedal PaasenSer Trains, Ac.,

^ÎSSffl|iM5Sï25ÏSr‘Kîa*ÿPetition was sent, signed by 700 persons, and one signed by the Chair­
man of the Annual Meeting, Thomas Askew, Esq., on behalf of that
tTnrevent flf/" f,-1C Pctjjion, wa8, as on former occasions, for a law 
to prevent all Letter delivery, thc despatching of any Mail, the running
ror r« n“Iway Train, or the sailing of any Vessel from any Port on the 
Lord s Day and requiring that all Canal Locks should be closed from 
Saturday at midnight till Sunday at midnight. Colonel Ilaultain, an
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four Committee do not know how many Petitions were presented. 
They are aware that from the city of Hamilton, they were numerous from 
different Churches. The one from London was signed by nearly 2000 
probably much owing to the exertions of another estimable friend of the 
Society, and late member of Committee, Major Moffatt. It is but justice 
to Colonel Haultain to state that he exerted himself zealously in intro­
ducing a Bill, embracing the chief reforms wanted, into the Legislative 
Assembly (see Appendix No. 1), and, it is believed, was warmly supported 
by Mr Morns, the member for South Lanark. In consequence of the sud­
s'™. prorogation of Parliament, owing to the defeat of the Ministry on the 
Mihtm question, Colonel Haultain’s Bill, it is believed, never reached a 
third reading. «

Having such staunch friends in Parliament as those mentioned above- 
men who have the fear of God before their eyes, and earnestly desire to 
secure the right observance of His Holy Day in all the public departments— 
your Committee are encouraged to look forward with hope to the ensuing 
Session. But that they may afford the utmost aid and support in their 
power to their Parliamentary friends, it is incumbent upon them and their 
coadjutors to use most diligent efforts to stir up all true-hearted men 
clerical and lay, who reverence God’s law and love their fellows, to have 
petitions prepared and transmitted, as soon after the meeting of Parlia­
ment as possible, from Cities, Towns, Corporations, Churches, &c„ calling 
for the complete abolition of all labor in the public departments on the 
Lord s Day.

Anticipating the necessity for such a powerful and simultaneous move­
ment early in 1863, by desire of the Committee a circular letter was ad­
dressed by the Secretary in May, 1862, to the following Ecclesiastical 
bodies, to be laid before their respective Synods or Conferences at their 
next meeting, earnestly begging of them to have petitions, praying for the 
abolition of all labor in all the public departments, sent in to the three 
branches of the Legislature soon after the meeting of Parliament These 
religious bodies were the Dioceses of Toronto, Huron, Montreal and Que­
bec ; the Presbyterian Church of Canada, the Canada Presbyterian 
Church, the Wesleyan Methodist Church, the Methodist New Connexion 
Methodist Episcopal and Congregational Churches—10 in all—(for copy 
of circular letter see Appendix No. 2.) Replies were received from the 
Rev. Mr. Snodgrass, representing the Presbyterian Church of Canada • 
from the Rev. Charles Hamilton, Clerical Secretary of the Synod of the’ 
United Church of England and Ireland of the Diocese of Quebec • and 
from the Rev. Mr. Scott, Secretary of the Conference of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church—(for official notices in the minutes of these Churches 
&c., see Appendix No. 3.) ’•

In a letter with which the Secretary was favored from the Rev Mr 
Scott, enclosing an official copy of the resolution of Conference on this 
momentous question, the following passage occurs “ At the proper time 
we shall not fail to fulfil our connexional pledge”—that pledge being no 
less than that “ a suitable memorial shall be prepared by a Committee 
consisting of the President and Secretary of Conference, the Rev. James 
Elliot, and the Rev. G. B. Howard, submitted to the Conference Special 
Committee, and as approved, shall be printed and distributed for signa­
ture through the Wesleyan Church in Canada.” A Petition was unani­
mously adopted by the Episcopal Synod of the Diocese of Ontario pray­
ing for the abolition of Sunday labor in all the public Departments 
Railways, &c. This Petition, signed by the Bishop of the Diocese on
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;LTf«,^f,SÏ“LX™üter,“c“ D-y '">«« «he

ceived. In this interesting Report, under the head of Canada, extracts 
• ^JoeV from your Committee’s abstract of last year’s Report-Uccupy- 

nearly a page and a half—and the following gratifying notice is taken 
of the labors of this Sbciety :—“An abstract of the 12 th Report of the 
Kingston (Canada) Sabbath Reformation Society, just received savs
tut!onS0Cfth hr8 hn™ n°n0ne,d with a Place an»ongst the associated insti- 

»h-vftthCrr Day °1bscrv.ance Society in London; and the zeal 
and ability of this distant Association, as shown in this and its former
tZ ,?8’™ay W5 m.ak.®y°“r Committee feel thankful and gratified at 
™>!lnP/n-8lnJ of afm’!ar d.efence of the Sabbath for Canada, to that 
bath^br^Enfdand^’^89 *°F thlrty"two years made on behalf of the Sab- 

A letter, dated 10th April, 1862, was received from the Rev. R. Scott 
amt lnlmatm^tllat a Sabbath Reformation Society, similar to 

to «in ;KTF n’ u ’alab°ïî tol.b® established there, asking for documenta 
to aid in thei work, &c. He had delivered one lecture on the Sabbath
slht t°h’Tn( .WaS ab<?Ut t° deliver another. The 11th Report ami a few 
Commit, ?, Were fT18hfv- This 5s the only Society of which your 
oot™>ktt* i reimed “teHigence, proposed to be formed for years past,

to keDeî St îiWt0r< °f G°d,’thcre is need of Sabbath Defence Societies

R) be lamented that the Societies once flourishing of Toronto and Quebec 
c„ have been permitted to fall into a state of extreme languor, if not ac- 
» verging on dissolution. May the friends of the Lord and 

8 Pay ’? these «ties be influenced by this fraternal expostulation, to 
ive their dormant institutions for His sake, and before the close of 1863 

may many new Societies be established to hold up a standard for theCyt’kWeephit HdyrrdS iDSCribed UP0D it: ‘-Remember the slbbifh

™P,MbC„tenver !=io° which we hope has taken root at Pakenham, we 
May P •”0t ceas.e t0 exert a blessed influence upon the moral 

wilderness around it, growing up and flourishing “ like a tree planted by

^e following extracts from the Montreal Witness tend to show the 
drift of sentiment among nght-mmded, right-hearted people, concerning
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Sabbath desecration on the Grand Trunk Railway “ As the whole of 
the United States were involved in the guilt of Slavery, so long as that 
system was permitted to exist in the District of Columbia, so this whole 
Province is guilty of desecrating the Sabbath, so long as Government em­
ployés are required to attend to their ordinary week-day labors on Sun­
day. Petitions should be sent to Parliament without delay, as there is 
no time to l>e lost. Some persons say. What is the use of petitioning ? 
The object will not be gained. We think this is a mistake. Petitioning, 
if unsuccessful, serves as a potent argument against the evil complained 
of; besides, the agitation of the question is a mean of training public 
sentiment in the right direction.”

Again, a correspondent of that excellent paper (the Witness), whose 
philanthropic Editor has done so much for the cause of the Sabbath and 
of Temperance, in a letter of date Marci. 10,1862, indignantly remarks ■— 
“ Running trains on the Lord’s Day, and disconcerting the Sabbath wor­
ship oftlie quiet moral people, all along the line, and demoralizing public
sentiment in its whole length of route............the Company is
regarded with loathing and detestation, as being utterly insensible tc 
public sentiment. Our legislators mnst be made to conform to the views 
of their constituents in some way or other, and what means so likely as 
a flood ot petitions, poured in upon them, from ail parts of the country. 
This is a moral force too long neglected in Canada. Too much has been 
trusted to the newspapers to fight the battle of the people. Let the 
people try what they can do themselves by petition.”

The following terse and true prescription for delivering the Grand 
Trunk Railway from its embarrassments is well worthy of being followed • 
—“ First step to extricate the Road from its difficulties—Honor the Sab­
bath; no Stations open; no Trains run; no men employed on Sunday.”

The Sabbath in our Fatherland.—Your Committee invite atten­
tion to the following “words of truth and soberness," quoted from the 
excellent Report for 1861 of the Society for Promoting the Due Observ­
ance of the Lord's Day, London, as applicable to professing Christians 
everywhere “ Personal as well as national reverence for the Lord’s Day 
is a result and evidence of personal and national religion. Your Com­
mittee’s Report of the Lord's Day during another year is, therefore, no 
uncertain index of the religious state and prospects of this and other 
lands. Impatience of a single day, taking its character from the life to 
come, does indeed show' a heart absorbed only with this passing life that 
now is. It is not. therefore, remarkable; it is but cause and effect, that 
in every age and land, exactly as superstition or infidelity has prevailed, 
a belief in the law, and a regard for the observance of the Lord's Day] 
have disappeared.

Secular Amusements on the Lord’s Day.—The Crystal Palace.— 
It is painful to observe that “ upon Trinity Sundr y, while the crowning 
gloria patri of the year was echoing around our globe, taken up anil 
passed on by believers in one land after another, as they saw the Lord’s 
Day and were glad, probably the largest gathering of men on this globe 
under one roof was the multitude of 48,000 who now turned away from 
the worship of God to seek amusement at the Crystal Palace.” “ The 
scene is suggestive. May it not prove prophetic of the future Sabbath of 
England” ! “ This wholesale desecration, however, awoke indignation, 
loud and general. Remonstrances poured in upon the Directors. Chris­
tian men and women gave notice that they should cease visiting the 
Crystal Palace if the Directors thus placed the whole property at the dis­
posal of the Sunday League, for the carrying out of its designs. At the 
following half-yearly meeting, that valiant friend of the Sunday, Lt.-Col. 
Young was supported by other friends of the Lord's Day, and by various
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of other shareholders, on commercial grounds, in protesting against the 

course taken by the Directors. The Chairman of the Company was 
obliged to confess that the admission of these 48,000 persons was a viola­
tion of a resolution of the shareholders. Hither ;o there has been no re­
petition of this desecration.”

The British Museum.—The recommendation of the Committee of this 
Society to open the British Museum on week nights has not been success- 
nil. It has, however, been thrown open to the public in summer till 
“• a step in the nght direction.

Salé of Intoxicating Drinks on the Lord’s Day.—At a public 
meeting in Hull, an Association was formed for obtaining a legislative 
enactment, similar to ours, to prohibit the sale of intoxicating liquors on 
the Lord s Day. The Committee of the Lord’s Day Society has aided this 
-Anation by their valuable counsel. May their conjoint efforts be

Travelling on the Lord’s Day.—The running of Railway Excursion 
t rains has been given up north of London owing to the remonstrances of 
the Bishops and Clergy, but continues to the south of the Metropolis.

A memorial to the Directors of the Brighton Railway against their Sun­
day Excursion Trains, put forth by 83 of the Brighton and Hove Clergy 
was signed by 6004 persons, all of them householders. This memonal 
states that the taverns, public houses, and gin shops, multiply under the 
fostering wings of your Sunday Trains. But the morality of Brighton 
suiters. Nothing m our time has exercised a more baneful influence than 
your Sunday Excursion Trains, in reducing us to the low level of a Con- 
»netî? i,Sunda,; T,.°it lcr memorials of a similar kind were signed by the 
Arcnb,shops and Bishops of the United Church of England and Ireland, 
the Moderator of the Presbytery of London, the President of the Wesley­
an Body, the Congregational Union of England and Wales, &c\, and pre- 
sented to the Directors, as yet without accomplishing the desired object.

beven Railway Companies still persist in advertising cheap Excursion 
Trains lor the Sunday.” “Directors, however, have at last been found 
to confess that, to make money, they continue to ignore God’s law, the 
common law of the land, and also the fact that for money-making Sun­
day is held to be a die» non." Who will deny, after this, that the love of 
money hardens the heart, sears the conscience, and is the curse of 
human nature ? May cheap Excursion Trains never be tolerated in the 
.and of our adoption on the Lord’s Day, and may the Railway whistle, 
with all its wretched accompaniments, soon cease to disturb the sacred 
rest of the babbatli, proceeding from the running of Trains laden with 
goods, which should more properly be termed evils, to satify the mercan­
tile cupidity of those who “ make haste to be rich,” and forget the Di­
vine warning, “ What will it profit a man if he shall gain the whole world 
soul”0?66 bl8 0W” 6011 ? 0r what 8ha11 a man give in exchange for his

The Sabbath in Other Countries.—France.—The French Emperor 
some time since gave orders that men engaged in government works shall 
not henceforth be compelled, as they had been, whether they were willing 
or unwilling to labor on Sundays, and since that time it has been ordered 

that no State works are to be continued on Sundays, except when ex­
ceptional circumstances render the course absolutely indispensable.”

bwiTZERLAND.—Since the Conference of Evangelical Christians in 
Geneva, Sept. 3, 1861, “A Society for the Sanctification of the Sabbath” 
has been formed, and public meetings held, to prevent Sabbath dcsccra-

a T.HE,U>ÎITED 8tates.—Your Committee has not been favored with any 
Sabbath document from the New York Sabbath Committee as in former
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6
years, but learns from the Report of the Lord’s Day Society of London, 
that they continue zealously to prosecute their noble work. Two events 
bespeak the reverence which the highest authorities have tor the Lord’s 
Day while exposed to all the calamities and horrors of civil war—we re­
fer to General McClellan's order to the troops under his command to ob- 
serve the Lord’s Day by cessation from all labor which the exigencies of 
war did not render absolutely necessary; and more recently President 
Lincoln’s proclamation enjoining the sacred observance of that Holy Day

Conclusion.—Let the Government ; let Associations for labor-im­
posing, and money-making, pleasure-seeking, and money-spending; let 
families, and individuals of all ranks, classes, and denominations, bear in 
mind what the Lord hath said, even this—“I will be sanctified in all that 

nigh me, and liefore all the people I will be glorified" ; and this—
1 Be not deceived ; God is not mocked ; for whatsoever a man soweth 

that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to the flesh shall of the flesh 
reap corruption : but he that soweth to the spirit shall of the spirit reap 
lire everlasting." There are few ways in which more direct insult can be 
offered to the Most High than by trespassing upon His sacred time. It is 
the duty of all to keep holy the Sabbath, and while those who violate it 
must suffer great damage even in this world, far worse awaits them in the 
world to come, if they do not repent, even never-ending anguish, “ where 
their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched."

“ As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked : but that the wicked turn from his way and live, turn ye, turn 
ye, from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel" ?

come

APPENDIX. 
No. 1.

BILL.—An Act for closing the Canals on the lord's Day, and for prohibiting 
the running of Trains on Railways, and the departure of Steamers and 
other Vessels from, Port on that day.

Whereas, it is the undoubted right of all men in a Christian commu- 
211Ù m 1accordance with Divine command, to abstain from labor on the 
Sabbath ; and whereas the denial of this right is alike injurious to the 
physical and moral well being of this Province : Therefore,' Her Majesty 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legislati c Council and As­
sembly of Canada, enacts as follows :

1. The Locks on all Canals in this Province shall be closed from Satur­
day at midmght until Sunday at midnight.

2. No Railway Train or Engine shall lie run on Sunday, under a penalty 
of two hundrd dollars for each offence.

8. No Steamer or other Vessel navigating in the inland waters of this 
Province shall depart from Port on Sunday, under a penalty of two 
hundred dollars for each offence.

The penalties imposed by the -two preceding sections may be recov­
ered, with costa, by summary conviction, before any Justice of the Peace,
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7mlPsmmot the Steamer or other Vessel contravening this Act, as the case may 
be, and the amount of penalty recovered shall belong to the Crown, or be 
requinf eqUa y between the Crown and the infomant, as the case may

No. 2.
[CIBCCLAB.]

Kingston, May 10,1862.. 
Reverend Sir —As the much desired measure of Sabbath reform em­

bracing the abolition of labor in the Post-offices, on Railways, Canals 
&c., on the Lord s Day, may not obtain a place in the Statute Book of this 
Province, the present Session of Parliament, it is important that stem 
should be taken thus early to secure the transmission of numerous Peti­
tions to the three branches of the Legislature as soon as Parliament may 
assemWenext year (1868), to strengthen the hands and encourage the 
hearts, of those who, it is hoped; will be raised up by the Almighty,
îtJnnf h P i8d *>he C?.U!e °u ?18 .Holy Day- and the right of all men to 
its unfettered and undisturbed enjoyment, and to show that it would be
daring impiety in the sight of Jehovah, as well as gross injustice towards 
man to turn a deaf ear to the plaintive cry of the people, or put off a mo­
ment longer redressing their grievances, in a matter of such vital im- 
portance.
^ith^entimenats,°,ftbi9 na.ture influencing the minds of the Committee 
of the Kingston Sabbath Reformation Society, I am directed by them to 
request that you would have the goodness to convey their earnest and re­
spectful request to at their next meeting, that
they would be pleased to take the whole subject of Sabbath desec tion 
as perpetrated by the public departments above named, into their deliber­
ate and prayerful consideration; express fully their solemn convictions 
thereon, and grant authority to their to transmit a
Petition to the three branches of the Legislature, soon after the assembling 

■of Parliament, in 1863, praying for the abolition of - d labor in all the 
public departments on the Lord’s Day.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, rev’d Sir,
Your obedient servant,

pow-

• John Mair, M.D.,
Secretary Kmgston Sabbath Reformation Society.

No. 3.
Quebec, August 6th, 1862.

Dr. Mair, Kingston, C.W.
Dear Sir,—I have been directed by the Synod of the Diocese of Que­

bec to acknowledge the receipt of your letter respecting the proper ob­
servance of the Lord’s Day, and to convey to you the thanks of the Synod 
with a copy ot the following resolution :— ’

Moved by Mr M mtizambert, seconded by Mr Spragge,
“That Dr. Mair’s letter respecting the proper observance of the Lord’s 

Day be referred to a committee by the Bishop, with instructions to prepare
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—Carried thanks ofthe L,J'nod> together with a copy of this resolution.” 

I am, dear Sir, your faithful servant,
Charles Hamilton, 

Clerical Secretary of Synod.
Kingston addre68ed a C0PJ our Journal of the recent session to you at

gffessassÆ'a
pressed their confidence that the Synod would not relax its efforts to »c- 

1“d the Scriptural observance ofthe Sabbath. The
oS "Æ.“' “ h" di“re"0* “ petiti0"
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EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE
FERENCE, -1862.

WESLEYAN CON- c
I

~1?at i!î ?upport ?f the effort8 of the Kingston Sabbath Re- 
lonnation Society, and in accordance with the request of that Society, this 
Conferenceâppomts a Committee to prepare a suitable memorial, which

Canada. The Committee to consist of the President and Secretary of the 
Conference, the Rgv. James Elliott, and the Rev. Isaac B. Howard ”

A true copy.

t
I

ii
S
n
f<
tl

Wm. Scott,
Secretary of the Conference.

tl
gOttawa, July 9th, 1862.
Cl
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No. 4.
P^amation has just been issued by President Lincoln :

The President, Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy, desires 
and enjoins the orderly observance ofthe Sabbath by the officers and men 
in the military and naval service. Thefimportance for man and beast of 
the prescribed weekly rest, the sacred rights of Christian soldiers and 
sailors, a becoming deference to the best sentiment of a Christian people, 
and due regard for Divine Will, demand that Sunday labor in the army 
and navy be reduced to the measure of strict necessity. The discipline 
and character of the national forces should not suffer, nor the cause they 

be imperilled, by the profanation of the day or name ofthe Most 
w8!.'- '9,!1J£e01fJ>ubhc digress should be adopted the words of
Washington in 1776— Men may find enough to do in the service of God 
and their country without abandoning themselves to vice and immorality.’ 
The first General Order issued by the father of his country, after the de­
claration of Independence, indicates the spirit in which our institutions 
were defended— The General hopes and trusts that every officer and man 
will endeavor to live and act as becomes a Christian soldier, defending 
the dearest rights and privileges of this country.’ ”
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Address of the Kingston Sabbath Reformation* 
Society to the People of Canada.

hJw00»™1.1)6* ®fthis 8oc‘etJ> looking up to “ the Lord of the Sab­
bath for Hi* blessing upon their humble efforts to promote the due ob-

°fa1l83l0lyiDay’ w.hi,e they renew their solemn protest against 
every act of Sabbath desecration, wherever or by whomsoever perpetrated, 
desire, at this time especially, to draw the attention of the people of Ca^
nA,ilt?v^°/?reTalen}’ Penlous and grievous, forms of transgression of 

„od® lyth ^oinmandment, namely, the running of Freight Trains, &c„ 
on the Grand Trunk and Great Western Railways, &c., on the Lord’s 
„ayh; and th? flIln8 of Boat8 and Ships on the Canals of this Province, 
with all the labor attendant upon these “unlawful deeds,” during th 
time which God has set apart for His own service and worship, and th 
highest good of His creatures.

The Committee found their opposition to these acts of Sabbath pro- 
™1<? .uP?n thc following well-established truths, namely, that the 
Sabbath is given to man by his Creator and Redeemer as a day of sacred 
rest from all labor (not of necessity or mercy) : and that no one, there­
fore, has a ngiit to deprive his fellow man of it; that it is necessary for
î»tPtri!8erV !0n»0- 1,8 hv-1!ül of body- and serenity and peace of mind ; 

that the greatest risk to life and property is incurred by those who trans­
gress this holy commandment, as proved by frequent instances of railway 
collisions and catastrophes, &c., of the most direful kind; and that even 
on the low footing of mere pecuniary profit, it has been found, by ample
labTo^tL Lord’ï Day U'ly "* the greateSt *>rainer8 who cease to

,« 7?"j following legal opinion, contained in Sir T. G. Eardley Wilmot’* 
Abridgment of Blackstonc’s Commentaries on the Laws of England,” 

with the confirmation of it as regards this country by Judge Mackenzie
sh,nlSnfdthrCv •? w? Grand J,ury of the County Court and Quarter Ses- 

Counties of Frontenac, Lennox and Addington, 11th 
th, r™r ’ n60; U Reserving of consideration by all—“ Profanation of 

8 18 punishable by the municipal law as an offence against
i ° fFe • ®1 aÇul.n8t the decency and propriety which all conn-
tnes professing the Christian religion are bound to encourage and pro- 
££ ÆgC Mackenzie observes, “ There is an idea abroad in various 
aaIw;0 , 9 .country, among many, I am sorry to say, that there is no 
positive Jaw in Upper Canada against the profanation of the Lord’s Day 
and that men may do as they have a mind to on that day, and that the 
civil magistrate has no nght or authority whatever to interfere with or 
punish men who disregard the time-honored instructions of the fourth
wThmwhnmCT ThlS 18 a grievous error and a delusion, as some persons 
with whom I am acquainted have found out recently to their cost The 
common law of England which was introduced into Upper Canada seventy 
years ago, regards the profanation of the Lord’s Day aHn offence against 
God and religion, punished by the municipal law. The law view* the Lord’s
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10
Day as a day of rest, set apart from worldly labor, and as a stated portion 
ol time to be devoted to the devotional exercises of religion, and particu­
larly to the public worship of God.” A melancholy commentary on the 
truths set forth in this address is furnished in the last Report of the 
Lord s Day Observance Society of London (England) in the following 
words : “ Directors (ot Railways) have at last been found tp confess that, 
to make money, they continue to ignore God’s law, the common law of 
the land, and also the fact that for monev-making, Sunday is held bv this 
country a dits non (no day).” 1

May such a foul stigma speedily be erased from the otherwise fair 
escutcheon of this noble Province !

1

<

t
1
I

“ Refrain to-night :
And that shall give a kind of easiness to the next abstinence,
For use can change almost the stamp of nature,
And either curb the Devil, or throw him out with wondrous potency.’’

a Committee, duly considering these and other facts pertaining to 
Sabbath desecration in this country, feel it to be their sacred duty, with ' 
the utmost earnestness, to solicit your fixed attention to the subjoined

1
t
i
t

t

I
No. 1. Form of Petition to the three branches of the Legislature. 

Works2 D° d° t0 the t Commissioner of the Department of Public

Railways D°" d°‘t0 tke ManaSers of the Grand Trunk and Great Western

No. 4. Instructions how to prepare petitions and transmit them.
In conclusion, the Committee solemnly call upon all within this Pro- 

ymce who fear God, honor the Queen/’ have the feelings of true pa- 
triots, prize their civil and religious liberties, and especially the inestima­
ble benefits of the Christian Sabbath, to use their utmost personal 
exertions to promote by every means in their power the better observance 
ot the Lords Day, and especially to get as many petitions as possible 
from cities, municipalities, towns, villages, congregations, Sabbath- 
schools, &c., fairly written out (if they see fit according to the subjoined 
torms) numerously signed, and transmitted to the Legislature, &c„ as 
soon after the meeting of Parliament on the 13th instant as possible ; and 
also to the duel Commissioner ot the Department of Public Works and 
the Managers of the Grand Trunk and Great Western Railways—all ex-
if practicable- ^ Legislature’ to be presented by influential deputations,

Let the following striking words, addressed by the late Hon. Adam 
Fergusson to the Legislative Council in 1858, be appropriated and acted on 
»i • *rue overs„°t the Sabbath, who earnestly desire to see it kept holy.

This was one of the most important measures ever brought before Par­
liament. The matter was one which would admit of no procrastination 
and whatever excuses were urged regarding ‘expediency.’ the voice of the 
country would make itself heard, and not allow the subject to be staved 
•off tor another twelvemonth.”
a FI™!1-'; !et fervent believing prayer be offered up to the Lord of the 
Sabbath for this blessed consummation in 1863 ; and the heart's desire of 
God s people may be confidently looked for.

In the name and on behalf of the Committee of the 
Reformation Society.
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No. 1.—FORM OF PETITION TO THE THREE BRANCHES OF THE LEG­

ISLATURE.
To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Canada, in 

Parliament assembled :—
Tae petition of---------humbly and respectfully sheweth—
'piat your petitioners being fully convinced that man by nature re­

quires one day of rest out of seven, and that the same has been made good 
to him, as his inalienable right, on the day commonly called Sunday, by 
his beneficent Creator, deeply regret to find that Mails are still made up, 
and that traffic to a great extent is carried on, on certain Cftnals, Lakes, 
Rivers, and especiany Railways, during its sacred hours, in direct viola­
tion of God's law, inflicting severe hardship upon those who must engage 
in it, or lose their means of subsistence, and proving highly detrimental 
to the best interests of this Province ;
, Therefore, your petitioners humbly pray th a Bill may be passed by

_v--------------vmv.wviug vuv mi wing provisions, namely -
t l8î; X“at 110 Letter Delivery shall be made at any Post-office on the 
Lord’s Day.
o ^th^ LThï "S be ma(te up or despatched from any Post-office

3rd. That it be unlawful for any Railway Train to leave a Station, and 
tor any Steamer or other Vessel to leave a Port, on the Lord’s Day.
night td^S* d* Cat’al'd^ fi3 S^a11 remain c,osed from Saturday at mid-

And your petitioners as in duty bound will pray that Almightv God 
may bless and direct all your deliberations.

Dated the A.D. 1863.

No. 2.—FORM OF PETITION TO THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER 01 THE DE­
PARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.

T° t^rQI£nora*>lc Chief Commissioner of the Department of Public

The humble petition of--------- respectfully sheweth—
That your petitioners are fully convinced that the Lord’s Day is of 

Divine appointment, and perpetual and universal obligation ; that the 
blessing of God rests on those nations, companies and individuals, who 
observe it—His displeasure on those who violate it ;

Your petitioners find that the Welland Canal, the great line of water 
communication between Lakes Erie and Ontario, lias for years been closed 
so that no Vessels have been allowed to pass through it on the Lord’s 
Day and this, not only without any known complaint of injury, but with 
the happiest results front the opportunities thus afforded for‘imparting 
moral and religious instruction to seamen, lock-keepers and others con­
nected with it by Christian missionaries ; and also no doubt tending 
greatly to the security and preservation of life and property upon that 
canal, the rest of one day out of seven being found necessary, according 
to undoubted historical and scientific evidence, for “ repairing and wind” 
ing up,” as Lord Macaulay has strikingly expressed it—“ Man. the ma- 
chine of machines, compared with which all the contrivances of the Watts 
and Arkwrights are worthless, so that he returns to his labors on the 
Monday with clearer intellect, with livelier spirits, with renewed corpo­
real vigor.” This being the case, no good reason can be assigned why sea­
men and others employed on the other canals of this Province should be 
deprived of the privileges enjoyed upon the Welland Canal, as there is 
ample evidence to prove that they have been ; neither, why any depart-
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ment of the government, amenable for its acts to “the king of kings” 
should deny itself the benefits whieh must attend honoring “ the Lord 
of the Sabbath ” by taking action that this Day shall be kept holy, 
expose itself to His just anger by neglecting to do so ;

Therefore, your petitioners humbly pray that, upon duly considering 
this most important matter, you will be pleased to order that all the GV 
naJs of this Province shall henceforth be closed on the Lord’s Day 

And your petitioners will offer up to the Almighty their fervent suppli-
eterna]S’happinessamC °f ^ Lord Je8UB Christ, for your temporal and

nor

No. 3.-—FORM OF PETITION TO THE MANAGERS OF 
TRUNK OR GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY.

T° f (as^mayTe)^thC Gnmd Trunk or ofthe Great Western Railway

The humble petition of--------- respectfully sliewctb—
That your petitioners are fully convinced that the Lord’s Day is of 

Divme appointment, and perpetual and universal obligation ; that the 
b jessing of God rests on those nations, companies and individuals, who 
observe it—His displeasure on those who violate it. Notwithstanding 
this, it is a fact which causes great grief to your petitioners, that Freight 
Trains are run on the Grand Trunk Railway upon the Lord’s Day, the 
whole of which God lias reserved for His own worship and acts of real 
necessity and mercy ; this, and the running of Excursion Trains &c. there­
on being contrary to the principles and precepts of the Christian religion,
?^Laibhr^eni r 6en)lments of those who profess it, that religion 
strictly forbidding all profanation ofthe Lord’s Day : moreover, it is evi­
dent that great injustice is done to the employés and laborers on the
“toïïa’irjçSïï’dffir4 ofu,dr risbt ,o *• ~ «■»

Therefore, your petitioners humbly pray, that, upon duly considering 
this most important matter, you will be pleased to order that no Railway 
Iram shall henceforth be allowed to run upon the Grand Trunk or Great 
Western Railway (as it may be) on the Lord’s Dav 

And your petitioners will offer up to Almighty God their fervent sup-
etereal°happine8S Dame °f th<3 Lor<l Jesus cl)rist> for your temporal and

THE GRAND

The petition must be made out in triplicate—written in a plain, legibl
SiZ” sæ “•10 e*cb »f «■» ■>»<*« -f » 

rhaSnSiSZSÏÏSSÊd" le*uu,lï0 Asse"b,; °f <“■ “ 
clhL^iÏÏiï=„'!"0,ïbSe Leg“1,,iTe CDU“u m ,he p""to“ °f
(iIh/,u3irdrHT^Hi!8MICi11?Cy *heRi«ht Hon. Viscount Monck, Governor 
General of British North America, &c., &c., &c.

Each petition must have the place and date inserted at the end
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There must be at least three signatures on the same sheet on which 
the conclusion of the petition is written.

Each person must sign thrice, namely, once upon each petition.
No pnnted petition can be received.
When completed, each petition must be enclosed in an envelope and 

may be sent, during the sitting of Parliament, postage free :_
That to the Legislative Council to be addressed to some member thereof, 

v^uebec.
That to the Legislative Assembly to Colonel Haultain, M.P.P.. Quebec.
And that to the Governor General should be addressed to the Provin­

cial Secretary, Quebec.
The form of petition No. 2 should be written in a plain, legible hand 

Upon strong paper, with at least three signatures upon the sheet on which 
the conclusion of the petition is written ; place and date at the end : and 
it practicable, be intrusted to a deputation of influential gentlemen for 
presentation. If not, to be addressed to the Chief Commissioner of the 
Department of Public Works, Quebec. Post free.

The same general directions, as given above, apply to form of pe 
No. 8. It is fitted for both “ the Grand Trunk” and “ Great W< 
Railways," but a separate petition must be addressed to each, viz. : one 
to the Managers of the Grand Trunk,” the other to “the Managers of 
the Great Western Railway," as they are distinct bodies. Postage to be 
prepaid, and to avoid heavy postage, it may be expedient that only such 
a number as can sign conveniently on the sheet on which the petition is 
written do so, in the name and on behalf of municipalities, congregations 
&c. Deputations should present the petitions when practicable.
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ANNIVERSARY MEETING
Held in Wesley Hall on Thursday evening, January 22nd, the Mayor, John 

Creighton, Esq., in the chair.

The Rev. R. V. Rogers opened the meeting with prayer.

John Mair, M.D., read an abstract of the Thirteenth Annual Report.

Resolution 1.—Moved by the Rev. Principal Leitch, D.D., seconded by Thomas 
Kirkpatrick, Esq., and 1

Raolved, 'That the Report, of which an abstract has now been read, be adopted, 
printed and circulated under the direction of the Committee, and that the following 
gentlemen—President, Neil McLeod, Esq. ; Vice-President, Thomas Askew, Esq • 
Treasurer, Wm. Ferguson, Esq.; Secretary, Dr. Mair—Committee, Rev. J. Ed- 
wards, G. Davtos, A Drummond, John Paton, John Shaw, R. Matthews, Thomas 
Kirkpatrick, James Linton, Thomas Gordon, Dr. Henry Skinner, Samuel Chown, 
Wm. Massie, Thomas Masson, Samuel Gaw, George Hendry, John Johnston, and 
W alter P. Lacey, with Ministers of the Gospel who qualify—constitute the Com­
mittee for the ensuing year, with power to add to their number ; moreover, that 
this meeting solemnly records its unalterable conviction that the rest of one dav 
out of seven is necessary for man’s well-being, physical, moral, and religious ; and 
has been given to him by his benevolent Creator for these important ends • their 
thankfulness to Him for so precious a boon, and their recognition of the duty of 
all Christian men to petition for, and of all Christian governments to grant secu­
rities by law against their being deprived of its benefits and privileges

■> ^solution 2.—Moved by the Rev. Mr Fenwick, seconded by John Paton, Esq 
and
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Jfew&erf,—That this meeting, highly approving of every lawful means being 
used for obtaining and securing to the public generally, to the employés a..d la­
borers upon the Canals and Railways, and other Government works, and to the 
manne of this Province in particular, the unbroken rest of the Lord’s Day, the 
right to which God has graciously bestowed upon all men : And moreover, beintr 
convinced, from facts well authenticated and established, that the observance of 
one day out of seven being necessary for preserving the bodies and minds of men 
m good working order, if it were procured for the persons above designated, would 
not prove detrimental to trade or commerce, or occasion loss to the Government 
or Proprietors of Railways, Ac. ; but, on the other hand, tend greatly to promote 
the best interests of all concerned, in accordance with nature’s laws, which cannot 
be broken with impunity, and by averting from them the retributive judgment of 
God for violating His hdy commandments: Does, therefore, unanimously resolve 
that the undermentioned petitions (read by the Secretary) be signed by the Chair- 
man, in the name and on behalf of the Kingston Sabbath Reformation Society and 
transmitted respectively—the 1st to the Governor General, Legislative Council, 
a"d Legislative Assembly; the 2nd to the Chief Commissioner of the Department 
of Public Works ; the 3rd to the Managers of the Grand Trunk and Great Western 
Railways, Ac.—all but the first named to be presented by deputations, to be named 
by his Worship the Mayor of Kingston, and your Committee conjointly.

The several Petitions were read and adopted.

After singing the Doxology, the meeting was dismissed with a benediction by 
the Rev. Mr. Bell.
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CONSTITUTION
OF THE

Kingston Sobbatl) Reformation Sotietg,t

Society!”® nam® °fthiS As60ciation eha11 »* “The Kingston Sabbath Reformation

the^anSfi^tio'nofSe^baTbl0y legitimatC kstru“entality for promoting

4 d"ij' "”k” so.

ÆSS3SSS--
VIII.—That the following be a general outline of the duties of the said Board •—

of the

*l

='fïïassàf * ““ **«* “over

f3. Either through the channel of Tract Societies, already in existence or other- 
karingonTe0sub£t.ClrCUlat,0n °fS°me °ftbe ^ Trac'ts> orsma11 Publications

4. To endeavor to secure the services of Clergymen or other qualified Lecturers

5. To correspond with similar institutions elsewhere.
tu^TwÆanVn’MeT^r8ibleit0 *** a Canada Sabbath AUiance insti- 
tuted, which shall consist of delegates from the individual local societies throughout

abolition of Sabbath labor in the various departments of the public service. 
8. To employ any other means for the promotion of Sabbath observancesis.s sssr nm“'fmM “ er™k which

strictly
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OFFICE-BEARERS
op the

gmggto» SWaffo $tfMmatiott $0*1%
.NEIL McLEOD, Esq. 
THOMAS ASKEW, Esq. 
Wm. FERGUSON, Esq. 
Dr. MAIR.

President............
Vice-President.
Treasurer..........
Secretary...........

COMMITTEE :
Ministers op the Gospel, resident in 

Rev. J. Edwards,
G. Davies,
A. Drummond,
John Paton,
John Shaw,
R. Matthews,
Thomas Kirkpatrick,
James Linton,
Thomas Gordon,

Kingston, who qualify ; 
Dr. Henry Skinner, 
Samuel Chown,
Wm. Massie,
Thomas Masson,
Samuel Gaw,
George Hendry,
John JOhnston,
Walter P. Lacey.

NOTE.
Immediate and earnest attention to the Address, and forms of petition 

to the Legislature, Chief Commissioner of Public Works, and Managers 
of the Grand Trunk and Great Western Railways, is particularly re­
quested.

WILLIAM FERGUSON IN ACCOUNT WITH THE KINGSTON SABBATH 
REFORMATION SOCIETY.

Da. Cn
1362.

Jany 17—To Balance in Treasurer's han Is $ 3 52 
24—“ Amount of collection at an­

nual meeting
3(4— “ Thomas Askew, Esq. 

t'ehy 7— “ A. McPherson. Esq.
June

1S62.
Jany 24—By p„id “ News” office for

printing pamphlets, 4c. .. $18 DO 
23—“ paid Dr. Mair for postages.. 2 35

“ paid for use of Wesley Hall 
at annual meeting ..

March 24—“ paid Dr. Mair for postages
on circulars, letters, 4c. .. 10 68 

May 3—“ paid Mr. James Creighton
for printing.......................

June 3—“ paid Mr John Henderson for
paper, 4c........................... 85

“ 3—“ paid E. Sandford for obtain­
ing signatures to petition.. 5 00

Hay 6—“ paid Mr. Rogers for engross­
ing petition.......................

. 15 60
5 CO
1 00 5 00

“ Thomas Askew, Esq. 
“ Mrs.McLeod..
“ Neil McLeod, Esq. .. 
“ Captain Innés 
“ Captain Wilson 
“ John Shaw, Esq.
“ James Linton, Esq 
“ Captain Noble 
“Dr. Mair ..
“ Mr. Thomas Masson 
“ Mr. Samuel Chown.. 
“ Wm. Ferguson 
“ Balance

. 10 00
4 00
2 00
2 00 20 00
2 00

. 2 00
2 00
2 00

f2 00
1 00 1 00
1 00
5 00
2 76 $62 88

$62 88 lSil.l
Jany 11—By balança 2 76

Wm. FERGUSON,
Treasurer.
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