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HONOURS IN THE FIRS^ YEA...

At the meeting of the Faculty of Arts of Dec. 2nd 1921 the folio,<- 
ing resolution of the First ¥ear Advisory Committee was referred to me far 
the preparation of a report:-

"This Committee recommenus tnat better opportunities be -^iven for 
the encouragement of Honours students in the first year."

I was instructed to consult other members of tne Faculty in the 
preparation of the report. Among thooe consultée have been Dr.Eve, Dr.
Harkness, Dr. Hickson & Processor Matthews, to whose experience know­
ledge of possible conditions at McGill any practjgii value the - ths
this repart is due chiefly due. But they would naturally not soil to tala 
responsibility for the proposals I set forth.

The need for some differentiation between students of the fir^t 
year is apparent from the great inequality of attainments to be found xmsg 
among them. In the case of History I discovered that whereas tne majority 
of the first year students had no previous knowleuge of Greek & Roman his­
tory, a small m nority had been well groundeu in those subjects. The soue*- 
what elementary lectures needed for the first class could, with advantage, 
have more advanced teaching substituted for them in the cass of the secoru 
class. The same remark must necessarily apply to other departments in Art*.

It is indeed laid down in the Calendar th«t aavenced courses may 
in certain cases be given to students of the first year qualified for then 
(pp.112-3), & in the case of mathematics this course is to a certain de­
cree adopted. But in the Case of the mathematicians it has been found in 
practice that owing to the large number of subjects t^ken up by first yemr 
stu^denta, the extra work required of those taking up Honours in Mathema­
tics causes several quite promising mathematicians to drop out of these 
Honours classes. In other departments the experiment of advanced courses 
in the first year aoes not appear to be the practice, largely no doubt 
owing to the smallness of the teaching staff, which could not undertake 

" ^r0lJ additional courses of lectures, also because tne students xiis 
already nave so many subjects of study in the first year, that intensive 
work on any one of them would be out of the question. Moreover it must be
des?rîn^to "tak th® ®tudents no other department except mathematics, 
desiring to take up nonours from the start,have the advantage offered the,
luuuaeir °eCOna year of bein8 «reused one of tne subjects of tne curricu-

Though it is not exactly within the terms of my reference T , u-a bean led by the enquiry I have made » tne talk, with otoe^^re 
th»n I an to exyreso - judgment,to believe that no useful ste can be Ew

courses for 1st year .w tl Z luT
îculur.. .or al^ lot ye: r stuuents is lightened, both in their int-re J *

rers?6 °f facing oh of the

of inatru^tion3lntUtitlonrtotUdo-a v" ArtS have *o take u:, six subjects 
From en lUiries È h2ve 2 22 2k co“«>ul*»rf “urse of physical training.
cal training erlod* ? the average number of lee.tres ft'Wtrni
i.e. over 5"hour , ; - ° 'J*~ stuuents is ?J, hours per ,eek,time ^ be is th“t very<ittle
number of answers to enquiry on'tr^t eut <>f a<.considerable
did as much as two hours jrlv t- tn ° ~ JUU 1 1?unu La&t only one student than half that m2u„2 Thejtu tnt T 2 "“t1* '“°st of ^ least
system is that the students J0 uüeducltefîhlfir°2hthe yre3C
any work at all it must be bv kee. L, +ks2 2 2*22 that rf they are to cto the object of universitv edu2 ’ nf“ :,lera “t at tnrough lectures. But is thinking faculU^ f^ Lemons tlT 2° tfal" to use theif
else’s knowledge into them As Ï’k. ‘ ' be °e pouring somebodytnem. As I he overheard one student (a 4th year mai) .



(?-)
seeing to another, " It is lecture, lecture, all the time & there is no 
time for thinking."

I venture to think that in the first year students should not be 
required to take up more than five subjects at the most, ali the su,.jests 
Mxlatii six subjects l«id down In the Calendar are in themselves so ou—

f ' , 1 iat I admi t it j
t, useful as they are, tîiere are so many that I doubt if even the be- 

student can hope, with all his other interests, to obtain ; ore tha 1 a 
superficial knowledge of some of them, as he nas not time to think suck, L. 
them all for himself, but must accept what the lecturerxxtells him- Ik-/
would have a better chance of learning somethinG really well, U of so 
having a mind better equipped to judge on any subject, because he would 
have had a better chance of learning what real knowieuge consists in, IT 
his curriculum were less extensive. Within certain limits,which woulu .vs 
to be carefully considered, I would also suggest that he should have sOüie 
choice in the subjects he does take up.

Further I sug gest that students who are -..lloi et, to take u H urs
in any subject or subjects in their first year should be excused one of id 
the pass subjects. It might be necessary to lay down, as is none at Toron­
to», that any x pass subject omitted must have been taken with credit in 
the university entrance examination, & no student would be allowed to tale 
up Honours in any subject without the leave of the he«d of the department 
concerned.

If honour courses were instituted it would probably be necesac.17
to increase the staffs of certain of the departments, to make it possible" 
to nave a wider choice of lectures to suit students of aifferent «tt«in- 
ments or who wish to pursue other branches of a subject than some deoart- 
ments with their very limited staffs can provide guidance in at present. 
That such a course would be the best policy for the university & would in 
the long run pay by attracting the best brains among the younf. in Canaux, 
there can be little doubt. At present the better brains are handicapped ty 
being kepc oack to a curriculum which may or may not be best for the xxexx 
average student. But «though t he average student should by no me «ns be ne­
glected, the chiei. use of a university is to give the best op ortunities 
to the best brains, who are the real makers of aa country.

. . Another suggestion I should like to put forward is that in the
interests of education the number of compulsory lectures sunnld hP ^

J-euuufe6 ^yna xo °e regardeu as the be-end & end-all of the uni- 
veroi ,y career, instead of the -abjects on which lectures should be one of 
seyera! means of guiding the student to’independent thought, go much is &
him-e!feoratb nt" °»ten the ®Xt^nttti°na tire -imkly tests by the lecturer 
himself of the class*s understanding of the lectures he has ,iven not of Ml
ouoje . If die lectures given by each lecturer^ were reuuced he*would twAc, ve more timet or more mdiviuual tutorial work in small classes, waion
Th]JU iTbeV ^ ° atuaents in helping them to read & think for themselves 
n l ' ve’ 18 eykeeially necessary in the case of Honours students

ghther> one the causes of the access of the Honours courses «t ’

WOull Rurally nave to beRurally have to be sends 
acquainted with all the

$-LC. /<) L/



McGill University
MONTREALFaculty of Arts & Science 

Department of Economics and

'/V T;/7
/s-' ^5/

farbt'f’’

jy*-a^ M r ^

ct(r u~J- />-o.„ _yl 7

f%rC Crx^/Z- LAJr^}^ ' <? /Acr-z^y^- y ^
£ô~ /t»-vcrw HZ* j-ea.cÇj An £ç~ /U* -

cry^ £yf /Ac Z) <^/ /V/^"/// c'-r~^C /**

ZjVLd^3-* 7 r>~xr>T^T> ,

' / ^ / (rv^cn-w^T A*J (ZL^sC? <2- $ A-x^z-<-^
xTlAx Ia^oJ A CL<?c/X-<uz£ 77v 7~dt^rd r^/aZxA. c

—^7^77x71 , /rX-<<7 Z-7 y (sv£IZxa~&ty ^ U U^7

L-, dZC^t- Ou7élZZrtn hZh A7 “^ /// y
i/^TtZ z/vc ir-Cjf- /u^ i\J^y§ C^CfTr^C ^4/yz d^A* -'t-W*

^/(TVv^Vv/' L*d fT~\£~<y * u^rdf A-v £A-*^id /A-y% cx<7

/<W^4 z 7X^ /n I^taéi z/x ^7 A^X

lAV CdiXA^- y/yr^r-i^ ^gZUc^LcTiT^ * 77^

/X^^ry^OAy^TTf Ai ^dLcZ\ 'GaaTj-X. c £ OrTC cl^-A-nr d/ -T

&~r~\7- 77U. f*JU&d fr\sl7(7i Uc*Z^7*l^tx-v ^ c*r~\A *£ tT-fX y/

ry^OT~t Un C cc~o cn^c T^r^i/ In^cru. Ai ~

—é&Cx L-d zX-axaZ^- Xn Aj 0 try\s -> (99- z9T777a77

^vXa> Upi, lijOj 9( fl/MTTc^. A77 $U/Z Ai ^

S'uiAeoT" uZyeicCy a/ 7Zn^rtTfa ymn^7d( fr^7W
IS’ • U Æâ7J*T'C/~

sr^s/f^c^Zj Za> tCq^z^ AZ Ç. AZZ 7^ovrx^ A<t
AnniX^f -^fv^ ^ ^ijd^xy J7irr^<rL^ c

^ o fyr-i^sZl^AC /Ane^n-/ /7a< /^ttx^/- TstZ 

A^z / 4^/A^y //&rs4n^K AT^sttZc 7 cc&Z?7rrx

9^* £e£S‘#>7 £xZ / Ox^n^/r Lo ^Carr^ (7y //~Vl/~~



•> ■ ■ . ; .
Y'î&

McGill University
MONTREAL

Faculty of Arts a Science 

Department of Economics and 

Political Science

a/ /V^Ç//z 

, /A

// /X /^w( £ f f zC ^CV Y ^ _
p~~ /^v ^VCyu/PA

- ~ / t: „

£-7

/Vrz*
-f-uXJ y/> T^>> X UV&'cA ^Crve- ^7 / ^<- <^

y^OA^-^c ^ ‘ ”7* ' ^ 7 CTTX'r7v^

y7 trr

/ />«= */- vz-v ----------- L
'/ ^ 7 /A^/ /A* Q^(pcc /UyU^7 . //v

^ ^ ST~ts%

, ~/7'\i JiTYf

-zX 6C<7 /7\G~z-e jc/ //7 ^ z

Z^r~<.

9/ iy /W/ru ~------- -----
/ // <f 7ÿuéC&riA~ T^e

• —t z 

/~>>yV~^C
if<r zxA~ A&/ ^é> (Tïy'\A

XVt'xtzwA

<y /^7 (A/\ Ly /
J(f>F~hs<n+ y y^TX/f Xv£ <A < Xi ^V>1 XvZC> «£ X A /c

j,7 ■ I-11^ ' - ^Vv yX/Xy Ll<-^?'3 z Zza // vy
(za^ xs, 7 ^tx/oz-^, /y A><7 o~rC*J JCu^&risé? ^<r>V

^ At—z<WAr - 9/ A zAL /v^,y^G^, ^9^

-rr^~, 4 a.c^^ A ^ ^ zZt-VAA"
Z ' "V ,-,V/,., , Z z,T fz^, / V/t Z?/tZÎ/ Z r • Z/z'-Af,

/

<^yr A Z<z/V / rr^^T

/r-vy Azrx^,

--------
/p^ y^JLw' /^
A// <5z£tA ^^tAZ-Azr^^ z-Azz»^

/ £rr*rrv

7

/xn

Ar<
/£~< ^ A z<CiA .(Ly^ni L-QryiA-d C^JL 7 *X<y /At fzi-i/Cï (If AZA^A^y/7

JrKc</ A' /A^ Azi/- 7/ i/'&***f «IS
£- fffi' C*TztLlj l\jfto ÙPP J<fx*r^xv~v' /rxÆTny <r<u /zrA-Kn ^

^Az Atz^yy An^r Zzj ztXzA Vzno- /i^AfytzzZ 

z^_z r /zx<rv /AAt t vP^T-Sa/^ /W z—. ,zr/

At/6ziwivr ^ PrtW^h 6V- 'A ^'W<Sz^ «- .

1 "*"* Z 7

cr /z aaatx X ^ ^
jzv^



EDITORIAL NOTES 223

As the primary elementary and the 
primary vocational schools cover eight 
years of work, the new high schools are 
organized in 9th, 10th and 11th years. 
The ninth and tenth years cover sub­
jects common to all pupils, but the 
eleventh year is divided into an indus­
trial and a commercial section. Prac­
tical ends arc sought, but the cultural 
elements are also developed. Mathem­
atics includes algebra and solid as well 
as plane geometry and trigonometry. 
The courses in physics and chemistry 
run through the three years. Geology, 
botany and zoology are subjects in the 
ninth and tenth years, and in the elev­
enth year, the botany is carried on to 
vegetal anatomy and physiology. There

are separate courses for high schools 
for boys and high schools for girls.

Drawing and modelling receive one 
hour a week in the ninth and tenth 
years, and three hours a week in the 
eleventh year. Hygiene is covered in 
the ninth and tenth years, and physical 
training in all three years. There are 
other features of interest and import­
ance, and the whole course manifests 
itself as one of a very high standard.

Notice is given that an examination 
for the Inspector’s Certificate will be 
held at Montreal and Quebec on Satur­
day, December 19.

LATIN IN QUEBEC AND ONTARIO

It was stated by Professor Leacock 
at the Teachers’ Convention in Mon­
treal that the Ontario high schools were 
far ahead of those of Quebec in the 
matter of the teaching of Latin. Ac­
cording to him, McGill’s first year 
Latin was equivalent to the entrance 
requirements to Toronto University. 
Professor Leacock’s criticisms in general 
were admirably answered a few days 
later before the Rotary Club of Mon­
treal by Professor Waugh, who showed 
that he had a much better opportunity 
of judging of the matriculants from the 
various provinces, as his subject, His­
tory, is a first year one, whilst Professor 
Leacock’s, Economics, is only second 
year. “As for the products of the 
schools in both provinces”, said Pro­
fessor Waugh, “in my ten years ex­
perience at McGill University, I have 
failed to observe any marked difference 
in the quality of Ontario or Quebec 
entrants to the freshman year at the 
university”.

It is a rather curious coincidence that 
just about the time Professor Leacock 
was speaking at Montreal, the Educa­
tional Record received at Quebec the 
October issue of “The School”, publish­
ed by the “Ontario College of Educa­
tion, University of Toronto”. That 
excellent magazine contained an article 
on “The Troubles of School Latin” by 
G. Oswald Smith of the University of 
Toronto, who has frequently examined 
the Ontario high school entrants for 
matriculation to the university. The 
second paragraph of his article begins 
with the statement:

“Even after allowing for the great 
capacity that human nature has both 
for forgetting and for idling in college, 
we find too many students of Latin 
doing badly in the Tiniversity because 
they are inadequately equipped”.

The principal reasons which Mr. 
Oswald Smith sets forth in explanation 
of the inadequate preparation are the 
following :
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(a) “Too many pupils taking the 
subject”. This refers to the fact that 
many pupils have neither liking nor 
aptitude for Latin.

(b) “School boards still employ too 
many teachers in Latin who are in­
sufficiently equipped. Many have cre­
dit for nothing more than Upper School 
or one year of Pass Latin in a univer­
sity”.

(c) “At present there are not enough 
outstanding classical scholars teaching 
in the schools”.

In (d) Mr. Smith finds it strange 
that “so many students after four years 
(are) so curiously weak on the forms”. 
These, of course, are the declensions 
and conjugations and the major gram­
matical rules.

We submit, therefore, that the fore­
going brief outline of Mr. Oswald 
Smith’s criticisms of Latin as taught 
in the Ontario high schools indicates 
weaknesses which are to be found 
pretty generally on this continent at 
large. Mr. Smith speaks with author­
ity as an examiner of school Latin in 
Ontario and as a member of the staff 
of Toronto University. Item (d) is 
very significant from one point of view. 
It is certain that in England, for in­
stance, at least in the great private 
schools (the so-called “Public” schools) 
the memorizing of the forms begins at 
a much earlier stage than in the school 
grades of Canada or the United States, 
and many hold that memorizing at the 
early age is easier than it is later. The 
study of Latin is, in any case, a con­
siderable hurdle for the majority of 
English speaking pupils on this con­
tinent, and it is therefore not surprising 
if “troubles” appear frequently.

While the Educational Record con­
siders that the alleged inferiority of the 
Quebec high schools has been sufficient­
ly answered by the statements of Pro­
fessor Waugh and Dr. Parmelee, never­

theless there is one point which remains 
to be touched upon. It is surely of 
very great importance that the rela­
tionship established over seventy years 
ago by Sir William Dawson between 
the Protestant schools and the univer­
sities should be continued. It was in 
1857 that the McGill Normal School 
was established, chiefly by his efforts. 
In his “Fifty Years of Work”, Sir 
William Dawson referred to his other 
efforts for school examinations :

“The effort was made, however, and 
though for several years, the candidates 
were nearly all from the High School 
of Montreal, the sphere of influence of 
our examination for Associate in Arts 
was gradually extended ; and now, with 
the co-operation of the sister university 
of Bishop’s College, and of the Pro­
testant Committee of the Council of 
Public Instruction, the examinations 
have become a provincial institution, 
and the aid and stimulus they have 
given to secondary education would be 
difficult to overestimate”, (p. 124).

Sir William Dawson realized, as did 
also his successor Sir William Peterson, 
the difference in financial support of 
the high schools in Quebec as compared 
with those of Ontario. The last annual 
report of the Ontario Department of 
Education shows that the Government 
grants to the high schools are. in general, 
not so very much larger than those of 
Quebec, but the great difference in the 
financial support otherwise is due to 
two factors. In the first place, in 
Ontario the high schools are maintained 
for the whole population and the local 
taxes, therefore, fall upon all, Roman 
Catholic and Protestant and the incor­
porated companies. In Quebec, our 
high school taxation is levied only upon 
the Protestant population and upon the 
Protestant share of the incorporated 
companies. In Ontario again, every 
high school receives large grants from
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the county council. In 1930, the 127 
high schools of Ontario received in 
grants from the counties the sum of 
$1,176,417.00 or an average of $9,263.00 
to each high school. There is still 
another feature to be remembered. In 
Ontario, the high school boards are 
quite distinct from the public school 
boards; in Quebec, the local board, 
Protestant or Catholic, has charge both 
of elementary, intermediate and high 
schools. Hence it is that all our in­
termediate and the great majority of 
our high schools teach the elementary 
as well as the higher grades. The 
economic side of our secondary edu­
cation is, therefore, an important 
one. This fact is not offered, however, 
as an excuse in any respect for the 
Quebec schools, as the now admitted 
good quality of our matriculants shows 
that no excuse is needed.

The present writer, like Professor 
Leacock, is a native of Ontario and was 
educated at the Galt Collegiate Insti­
tute in the days of Doctor William 
Tassie. But, while unable to venture

upon such large generalizations and 
comparisons as those which flow so 
readily from Professor Leacock, we are 
convinced from long experience that, 
in spite of the economic handicaps men­
tioned above, the history and develop­
ment of Protestant high school training 
in the Province of Quebec is a magnifi­
cent tribute to the intelligence, the 
good-will and the energy of the minor­
ity, rather than the reproach that hasty 
criticism has endeavoured to make it 
appear.

That the controversy should have 
arisen at all is regrettable, and we are 
at one with a wise commentator who 
urges that it would be well if people 
could be induced “to substitute a little 
collective private thinking for a flood 
of individual public talk’’. But the 
attack upon our high schools having 
been made in the most public way 
possible it is only right and just, in the 
interest of harmony, that corrective 
information should be respectfully sub­
mitted.

J. C. S.

DIPHTHERIA

The acute infectious disease of diphtheria has again made its appearance 
in our schools. This disease is more or less prevalent and is to be dreaded in 
epidemic form. It attacks all classes of the community and may appear at any 
time of the year.

Diphtheria is a constitutional affection and is exceedingly common among 
children, especially those from 3 to 12 years. It generally manifests itself in the 
throat. One of the first symptoms that appears is difficulty in swallowing. If 
the disease obtains a hold over the patient a little white membrane will probably 
appear over the throat. If the inflammation extends to the larynx and if the 
membrane cannot be broken the patient will suffocate and die.The disease 
spreads so rapidly that death occurs, in extreme cases, before medical aid can 
arrive.

Even when fatal results do not follow, many complications result from 
diphtheria, such as paralysis of the muscles which affect swallowing and speech. 
The eyes are sometimes affected and other parts of the body may be paralyzed. 
The working of the heart and many other bodily functions may be affected.
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Members of school boards, teachers and parents should not expose children 
to the dangers of this dreadful disease.Doctors now have a very wonderful 
vaccine against diphtheria called toxin anti-toxin. A small dose of this is in­
jected into the arm of the child on three occasions, a week apart in each instance. 
The child scarcely feels the prick he receives and scarcely suffers any ill effects 
from the treatment. After a period of about three months he should be taken 
to a doctor again and be given the schick test. If this shows that the child is 
immune he is immunized for life. In this respect it is unlike vaccination against 
smallpox which must be repeated at intervals of seven years. Again, one is 
often indisposed by smallpox vaccination. The effects of vaccination against 
diphtheria are generally almost nil.

If all our children were vaccinated against diphtheria we could eradicate 
the disease in epidemic form in a few weeks. When the remedy is so simple 
why neglect it ? Will you not spread this information thus trying to save the lives 
of our children, cooperating to prevent many people from misery ?

W. P. PERCIVAL,
Director of Protestant Education.

SUMMER SCHOOLS

A Summer School for teachers was held at Macdonald College for four weeks 
during the month of July last. In order to place the Summer School on a per­
manent basis higher grades of diplomas were offered to successful candidates. 
Teachers who hold Intermediate diplomas will receive Advanced Intermediate 
diplomas upon successfully completing the work of three summer sessions. 
Holders of elementary diplomas will receive Advanced Elementary diplomas upon 
successful completion of two summer sessions. They will also receive interme­
diate diplomas at the end of four summer’s successful study and upon comple­
ting the requirements for entrance to the Intermediate class.

The teachers have been asking for a permanent Summer School for some 
years and when facilities were provided they responded so well that many more 
applied for admission then could be accepted. Altogether, 159 teachers attended, 
108 in the Advanced Intermediate class and 51 in the Advanced Elementary 
class.

Arrangements are being made for the summer session of 1932. An announ­
cement may be made in our next issue.

Bishop’s University also held a Summer School attended by fifteen high 
school teachers.

Apart from the advantages offered by the prospect of obtaining higher 
diplomas we are sure that many teachers see the need of “refresher” courses, 
and the Summer Schools effectively furnish them.



A UNIVERSITY PROBLEM
HP HE University of Toronto has taken a step 
* which has been under contemplation by 

most of the Canadian universities for some 
years in deciding that first-year pass subjects 
will in future no longer be taught at the uni­
versity but be passed back to the high school 
or collegiate institute. In other words, the 
secondary schools will have to take over a good 
proportion of the pass—as distinguished from 
honour—work which the university has had to 
do in the first year of the student’s academic 
life.

The move has been rendered necessary, as 
the universities argue, by the huge increase in 
their attendance, an increase so great that 
first-year classes swamp the universities’ fa­
cilities for handling them. A large proportion 
of these first-year students do not survive the 
examination tests at the end of the term. 
Either the standards of entrance are too low 
or the students who thus fall by the wayside 
at their first trial are not seriously bent on 
getting their degrees. But for them the uni­
versity which they elect to attend for at least 
a year must provide accommodation and tuition 
just as it does for the studious young man or 
woman bent upon an academic career.

Quite possibly the universities have no 
other course to pursue than that in which To­
ronto is taking the pioneer step. But it would 
be a great pity if the Arts course—to which 
alone this policy is to apply — were thereby 
shortened in point of time, were to become a 
three-year instead of the traditional four-year 
course. It is manifestly unreasonable to ask 
the university to do much comparatively ele­
mentary work which the high school should do; 
but the student should not be deprived of the 
advantages of the full course within the uni­
versities’ walls in any endeavour which may be 
made to lighten the burden upon these institu­
tions.

For the university is not, after all, merely 
a place where young men and women go to 
listen to lectures and to try periodic examin­
ations. A very great deal of the benefit of a 
university career is derived from sources other 
than text-books, from hourly contacts with 
other minds, from competitions other than 
those of class-lists, from the tradition and the 
prestige of the place itself. No student should 
be deprived of all this for the sake of mere 
“efficiency” in teaching or economy in adminis­
tration. Every hour of the old four-year course 
is needed. No doubt the Arts courses can be 

l bettered : they should not be shortened.



McGILL UNIVERSITY

Office of the Principal Matriculation Board.
and Vice Chancellor.

October 29th, 1931.

A meeting of the Matriculation Board was held in my 
office at 2.45 p.m., at which the following members were pre­
sent :

The Principal 
Dean MacKay 
Dean Laird 
Dean Eve
Professor Macmillan 

F .Clarke 
du Houre 
Evans 
Fryer 
Woodhead

and Mr. Matthews, the Registrar.

After outlining the purpose of the meeting, I asked 
for an appreciation of the Pass Matriculation standard at
McGill, as compared with Ontario, taking Ontario as representa­
tive of all the other provinces. The opinions given were as
follows : -

Our standard Ontario
French Certainly equal, and really superior.

Physics Not so complete in content. /
Ours including ,simpie mechanics 
and heat. But it is under­
stood the Physics in Quebec 
schools is being improved.

Chemistry Qhite the equal

His to ry Quite the equal

Classics Little to choose in Latin But Ontario has Greek

English Quite the equal here

Math* tics Superior here,inasmuch as 
there are two papers in 
advanced mathematics

Unanimously agreed that the Pass Matriculation here 
is quite the equal of Pass anywhere in this country.



In the British schools there are apparently two 
certificates :

Our Pass Matriculation is generally a little 
"better than the first school certificate in Great Britain, 
hut those going on to universities there generally take 
what is called the second school certificate, which is the 
first plus certain credits. This examination is usually 
taken about a year and a half after the first school cer­
tificate. It is now becoming necessary for students going 
on to honour work in the universities to have the second 
school certificate. The opinion of the meeting was that 
we do not want to ask for any radical change in the Junior 
Matriculation standards, though it is recognized that certain 
weaknesses exist and should be remedied. For instance, it 
is thought that the teaching of Latin and Mathematics is, 
in some respects, weak.

The Committee felt that in addition to Pass Ma­
triculation there should be an Honour Matriculation. This 
will follow if the 12th grade is established in the schools. 
This means that senior matriculation will be done away with 
and students will not be allowed to take senior matriculation 
and then enter second year in Arts

It was understood that the Secretary of the Pro­
testant Board would advise the establishment of a 12th 
grade.

Students would not be allowed to 
grade until they had completed the school 
matriculation examinations. The content 
would have to be set up, and I have asked 
associate with himself such advisers as he 
up what would be acceptable to the Univers 
content and standard of this 12th grade, 
that it would consist of two divisions:

enter this 12th 
leaving or pass 
of the 12th grade 
Dean MacKay to 
wishes to draw 
ity as to the 
It is understood

1. Made up of those definitely going on to the 
. University, and the other of those who would 
leave school on its completion.

The Pass course at the University would be continued. 
Students coming in with honour matriculation standard would 
enter the honour division of the Arts Course and continue for 
their four years. If they were unable to keep up with the 
honour work they would be put down in the pass division.
That is, a student who missed completing his tests successfully 
in the honour division at the end of the first year, might be 
allowed to go on with the pass work in the second year. Of 
course, if he failed completely, this privilege could not 
be granted him, and his case would have to be dealt with on 
its merits.



It seams that in Toronto if a student enters the 
university with honour ma tr icula tion he may obtain his 
degree at the end of three more years, whereas we are 
suggesting four years. This, of course, should settle 
any question of difference in standards.

It was felt by the Committee that students enter­
ing the University with honour matriculation in Mathematics 
and, say, English Chemistry and Physics, would be allowed 
to enter the first year Engineering course without further 
examination. This should relieve the Arts Faculty of its 
burden of first year students, who intend to proceed to 
Engineering.

It was also felt that a student entering Arts as 
an honour student and completing successfully two more 
years of honour work in the scientific subjects should 
be acceptable to Medicine, it being felt that to ash a 
student to take his 12th grade plus four . o rs in Arts 
to be fo11 owed by five years in Medicine would be too much. 
If that were agreed upon, the Facul ty of Arts tv oui d be asked 
to grant such a student his B.’Sc. at the same time as his 
medical degree is granted him, thus offering him some reward 
for his scientific work in Arts. Both these matters, of 
course, must be referred to the Beans of the F;-culties of 
Engineering and Medicine.

,7hen Bean MacKay is ready to report on the content 
and standard of the 12th grade, I promised to call a meeting 
of Deans with Professor Clarke and the Registrar to give 
further consideration to the points raised.

AV/ C : DM



3o far as I can understand, Toronto - every student 
must have some honour matriculation subjects, whether 
entering honours or pass course. A pass degree may he 
obtained in three years. The honours degree takes four.
I have written to the University of Toronto for XXXhXKXXX 
confirmation of this.



In the British schools there are two certificates, 
one, the school certificate, and two, the higher certificate. 
The school certificate is of ah out the same standard as our 
junior matriculation. It will admit to British universities 
if the candidate has five credits. The higher certificate 
which is taken normally two years after the school certificate 
is a very specialized examination, in which a candidate takes 
two major subjects and one minor subject. It is required for 
entrance to the honours courses in some British universities.
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From

The Principal and Vice-Chancellor,

McGill University, 

Montreal.

ITovember 9, 193 1Principal and Vice-Chancellor :
Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G,, K.C.B.

x-eno

While in Ottawa over the v/eekend, I had a long 

ohat with Canon Cody regarding matriculation require­

ments , etc. and Toronto University.

ITo student enters Toronto University without 

honour matriculation. This may he obtained in any 

high school in Ontario provided junior matriculation 

nas iirst been obtained. If an honour matriculation 

student enters Toro to University studying for honours 

he must attend for four years. If he merely wishes to 

t .e vhe pass course he goes into second year and gets 

his pass degree in three years. They are now thinking 

aijOut adding a fourth year to the pass course in order 

to make it a better all round course.



October 30th, 1931

Professor W, T. Waugh, 
Department of History.

Dear Professor Waugh,

After a meeting of the Matriculation 
Board, Professor Fryer oame to me and suggested that he 
retire from the Committee end that you take his place.

I think this is a good suggestion,
and agree with him*

ill you therefore consider yourself 
a member of the Matriculation Boards In future you will 
receive intimation of all meetings.

Ever yours faithfully.

Prinoipal



November 28th, 1931

NOTES ON THE JUNIOR MATRICULATION EXAMINATION

1. I belike the Junior Matriculation Examination might be strengthened, 
and the conduct of the examination simplified if the Matriculation Board 
adopted the following suggestions designed

(a) to secure a more thorough criticism and revision of the papers before 
they are printed.

(b) to make definite the regulations governing the re-reading of papers.

(c) to make definite arrangements for the revision of examiners’ marks 
where this appears to be justified.

(d) to make the pass-mark in individual papers 50/£.

2. Criticism and Revision of Papers.

The Departments concerned should act as preliminary revising committees, 
so that a paper set by any examiner would be criticized and approved by all 
the members of his department before being sent to me.

The department would be expected to satisfy itself

(a) that the paper was within the syllabus

(b) that the paper covered the ground fairly and was well-balanced.

(c) that the standard was a proper one.

(d) that no question was ambiguous.

(e) that the paper gave bright pupils an opportunity of showing their brightne

In tie case of Mathematics, Physics, and Chemistry, the examiner should be 
asked for solutions of any problems, and those solutions should be verified 
by the other manbers of his department.

3. A Revising Board should be appointed. As members I suggest one member 
from each of the following departments, Classics, French, History or 
English, Physics or Chemistry. This Board which would meet in February 
would give the papers a final revision, compare them with previous years’ 
papers, and finally sanction them.

The original examiner should be informed and consulted if the 
Board decided to make any material alteration in a paper.

No examiner would sit on this Board and the members should be paid 
(perhaps $10 each) for their work. The Registrar (unpaid) should act as 
convener and be a member of the Board.
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4. The proofs of each paper should he read and corrected by the examiner 
and by at least one other manber of his department.

The Re-reading of Individual Papers

5. Unjustifiably optimistic but determined parents frequently ask that 
their child’s paper should be re-read, and are a nuisance to me if I 
refuse, and to the examiner if I grant their request. I therefore suggest

(a) Any candidate may have his marks checked (i.e. the addition) on a 
payment of $1.00. The fee to be returned if the addition is incorrect.

(b) Any candidate may apply to the Registrar for a re-reading of any 
paper, stating in writing the reasons for this request, and, if 
possible, getting a letter from the principal of his school supporting 
it. A fee of $5.00 must accompany the request. If the request
seems reasonable, the Registrar, in consultation with the examiner, will 
appoint a second reader,and the two examiners will re-read the paper. For 
this I suggest that each reader be paid $L.00.

If the original examiner is not available the Registrar should appoint 
the most suitable man he can obtain.

I suggest that these appointments be made by myself since I am here at 
the time and may be, and am, consulted in my office by parents and 
principals.

If re-reading justifies an alteration of marks, the $5.00 fee should be 
ret umed.

The Revision of Marks

6. There are two cases

(a) The student who has passed with high marks in all subjects but one and 
has failed in this by one or two marks.
When this happens I suggest that the examiner in this paper be consulted 
and that if ho feels that an extra mark or two should be awarded, the marks 
be altered accordingly. Such cases are rare.

(b) The marks of an examiner make the percentage of failures in that subject 
unduly high.
The Matriculation Board could not meet to discuss such an event for 
it v/ould occur in July. I suggest that the Registrar call a meeting 
of tho<àe members of the Board and of the Revising Committee who are 
available, and discuss the problem with them.
If the paper is being used by the Department of Education for the 
High School Leaving Examination, any action should be taken in 
consultation with the Department.

I
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Change of Pass-î-flark

7. To matriculate a student must obtain an average of 60% in ten required 
papers and not less than 40% in any one paper. The High School Leaving 
standard of passing is 50% in each paper. This double standard increases the 
difficulty of examining a paper that is used for both examinations.

I suggest that the pass-mark be 50% in every paper, and that to matriculate _ 
a student must obtain an average of 60% in the ten required papers and pass in 
at least nine of them.
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1. I belike the Junior Matriculation Examination might be strengthened, 
and the conduct of the examination simplified if the Matriculation Board 
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from each of the following departments, Classics, French, History or 
English, Physics or Chemistry. This Board which would meet in February 
would give the papers a final revision, compare them with previous years* 
papers, and finally sanction them.

The original examiner should be informed and consulted if the 
Board decided to make any material alteration in a paper.

No examiner would sit on this Board and the members should be paid 
(perhaps $10 each) for their work. The Registrar (unpaid) should act as 
convener and be a member of the Board.
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4. The proofs of each paper should "be read and corrected "by the examiner 
and "by at least one other member of his department.

The Re-reading of Individual Papers

5. Unjustifiably optimistic "but determined parents frequently ask that 
their child’s paper should "be re-read, and are a nuisance to me if I 
refuse, and to the examiner if I grant their request. I therefore suggest

(a) Any candidate may have his marks checked (i.e. the addition) on a 
payment of $1.00. The fee to be returned if the addition is incorrect.

(b) Any candidate may apply to the Registrar for a re-reading of any 
paper, stating in writing the reasons for this request, and, if 
possible, getting a letter from the principal of his school supporting 
it. A fee of $5.00 must accompany the request. If the request
seems reasonable, the Registrar, in consultation with the examiner, will 
appoint a second reader and the two examiners will re-read the paper. For 
this I suggest that each reader be paid $1.00.

If the original examiner is not available the Registrar should appoint 
the most suitable man he can obtain.

I suggest that these appointments be made by myself since I am here at 
the time and may be, and am, consulted in my office by parents and 
principals.

If re-reading justifies an alteration of marks, the $5.00 fee should be 
returned.

The Revision of Marks

6. There are two cases

(a) The student who has passed with high marks in all subjects but one and 
has failed in this by one or two marks.
When this happens I suggest that the examiner in this paper be consulted 
and that if ho feels that an extra mark or two should be awarded, the marke 
be altered accordingly. Such cases are rare.

(b) The marks of an examiner make the percentage of failures in that subject 
unduly high.
The Matriculation Board could not meet to discuss such an event for 
it would occur in July. I suggest that the Registrar call a meeting 
of those members of the Board and of the Revising Committee who are 
available, and discuss the problem with them.
If the paper is being used by the Department of Education for the 
High School Leaving Examination, any action should be taken in 
consultation with the Department.

L



- 3 -

Change of Pass-Mark
7. To matriculate a student mast obtain an average of 60% in ten required 
l' rs not less than 40% in any one paper. The High School leaving 
standard of passing is 50% in each paper. This double stan^ ^reases 
difficulty of examining a paper that is used for o exam.

I surest that the pass-mark be 50% in every paper, and that to matriculate
t n t n 4* V. q 'h tp nui red papers and pass ina student must obtain an average of 60% in the ten requireu. Vo.y

at least nine of them.



McGill University, 
Montreal, Que.

November 30th, 1931

Dear Sir,

A meeting of the Matriculation Board will he held 

in the office of the Principal on Wednesday the second of 

December 1931, at 5.00 p.a.

$ /£f f
Secretary, Matriculation 

Board.

Agenda

1. Reading of Minutes.

2. Statement from Dean Laird concerning the High School 
Leaving Examination.

3. Suggestions of Registrar concerning Junior Matriculation.

4. Letter from Professor H.F. Armstrong suggesting modification 
of the Drawing syllabus.

6. Appointment of Junior Matriculation examiners for 1932.

6. Appointment of Senior Matriculation examiners for 1932.

7. Other business.



McGill University, 
L, One •

t, 1831

Bear Sir,

A meeting of the Matriculation Board will he held 

in the office of the Principal on Wednesday the second of 

December 1931, at 3.00 p.n.

v-A'-

Secretary,

Agead*

1. Reading of Santee.

2. Statement from Dean Laird concerning the High School 
Leaving Examination.

of Registrar concerning Junior Matriculation.

-•-.<*>,.:r ' ■

II

4. Letter from Profeeeor H.F. Armstrong suggesting modification 
of the Drawing eyllahus.

5. Appointment of Junior Matriculation examiner8 for 1932.

6. Appointment of Senior Matriculation examinera for 1932.

7. Other business.

- ' • -'•Avr- •; , ;• ■ : ;

•; '• s; •• , v,:7-

■tie. \



REGISTRAR’S OFFICE

MEMO R A NDUM Januar./ Hist______

To.......... Principal...................................................................from______ A, ............

I suggest that v/e hold another meeting of the Liâtriculation Board 

soon- The matters to he decided are:-

(1) A Revising Board (see attached memorandum)

(2) The alteration of the pass-mark ( see attached memorandum)

(3) The new rules for Junior ..iatriculation in Ontario, where High School, 

of examination, marks will he accepted "by the Ontario Department of 

Hducation. (Shall v/e accept them?)

19

instead



January 22nd, 1932

Peer Sir,
A meeting of the Matriculation Boar* will be 

held in the Principal’s Office on Wednesday, January 27th, 

1932, at 3«30 p«a«

J//.
Secretary, Matriculation Boar*

Agenda

!• Minutes

2» Revising Boar* for Matriculation papers.
3» Suggested raising of pass-emrk to 50Jt> in each paper.

4. Consideration of new Junior Matriculation regulations 
in Ontario.



IMTRICUM.JIC... :0..k

Aednesr’; j, Janu ry 27th, 1932 

3.30 p.m.

Agends

1. Minutes

Arising out of Minutes 

(A) Revising Board

(1) Is such a hoard desirable':
(2) If so - members to be appointed.

(3) Raising Pass Mark to 50y

2. Letter from Professor Armstrong suggesting changes in Drawing 
syllabus.
I would suggest that Professor Traqu&ir be consulted about this. 

5. The Rev/ Junior Matriculation regulations in Ontario.

4. Other business.



MACDONALD COLLEGE
McGill university

RAILWAY STATIONS AND EXPRESS: POST OFFICE:

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE, QUE. MACDONALD COLLEGE. QUE., CANADA
SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

January 28, 1952

Sir Arthur Gurrie, 
McGill University, 
Montreal. Que.,

Dear Sir Arthur,

I arranged a meeting with Dean Barton and Miss Philp
this forenoon, and informed them of the attitude I had taken at 
the Matriculation Board yesterday. They approved of my position 
on the subjects discussed, and also of the position legend to 
take on the question of recent changes in the regulations for 
Ontario.

Astyou_are doubtless aware, the regulations in the 
Faculty of îî^rtcar^Spproved by corporation,alio?/ that Faculty to
accept for matriculation those who have passed in the required 
subjects by either of two methods, either the 60 per cent total 
and a 40 per cent minimum in each subject, or the straight 50 
per cent requirement in each subject and in the total.

I would like to suggest at the next meeting of the 
Matriculation Board that both of these methods of matriculation 
be permitted in all other Faculties. r>—~ 
should be given to the other Faoultie 
writing to you at once.

Yours faithfully

KC Dean AM



REGISTRAR’S OFFICE

MEMORANDUM
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MATRICULATION ABU ADMISSION

For purposes of Matrlcollation and Admission McGill 

University will in 1932 accept the marks of the High School Leaving 

Examination as equivalent to the marks of its own Matriculation 

examination subject to the proviso printed at the top of Page 82 in 

the 1931-32 calendar, which applies to all outside examinations.

’’The certificates and diplomas named below will (if they have 
been obtained under no easier conditions than those which apply in the 
case of the McGill Matriculation certificate) be accepted pro tanto 
in lieu of the Junior Matriculation examination, i.e., in so far 
as the subjects and standard of the examination taken to obtain them 
are, to the satisfaction of the Admissions Committee, equivalent to 
those required for the Matriculation Examination of this University.”

SCHOLARSHIPS

Where candidates vfoo have written the High School Leaving 

Examination are competing for scholarships against candidates who 

have written the University's Matriculation examination, the 

University will ask the Department to send to the University the 

answer books actually written by the High School candidates. The 

answer books of all candidates will then be considered by a Scholarship 

Committee appointed by the University. This appears to be the only 

way of deciding fairly between candidates who have written different

papers.



Februaiy 27th, 1932.

Principal W. Hamilton Fyf e, 
Queen’s University, 
Kingston, Ontario.

My dear Principal Fyfe,

The University daily paper 
records that you are putting into ferce at Cueen’s 
University new regulations governing honours courses.

matter has been the subject of much discussion 
and debate here during the past two years. You 
fould oblige me very much if you would tell me the 
decisions you have reached, and I should be indeed 
grateful if you could send your reply so that it 
may reach me by Wednesday morning.

t
/'

/ • /

With kind personal regards, 

I am,

Ever yours faithfully,

Principal.



>r

Prittcipal’B ©fftcc

(^item’s Httibersitn
Kingston, (Dni.

February 29th,1932

My dear Sir Arthur,

I enclose with pleasure a copy 
of some notes which I put together for publication 
in the University Journal and in a magazine which 
<|oes to our Alumni.

I can of course and will with 
great pleasure, if you wish, send more technical 
details but I fancy this general statement will 
better suit, your requirements.

If there are any points of interest 
on which anyone at McGill would like further inform­
ation, I shall be most pleased to answer.

With very kind regards,
Yours sincerely,

Sir Arthur ,7. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 
Principal, McGill University 

Montreal, p.Q.



HONOURS COURSES IN ARTSè
The object of the changes to be introduced in the Honours Courses of 

the Faculty of Arts is to raise scmewhat the standard of work required; to 

exact from each candidate a greater exercise of his own mental activity and 

less passive acceptance of professorial dicta; and by a comprehensive final 

examination to make sure that students have actively assimilated instruction 

and have not dropped from their minds the subjects studeid in the early stages 

of the honours Course.

The weight of work required for a B.A. with Honours will be the 

equivalent of twenty-three courses ( each of three hours per week).

That is rather more than is required at present; and the distribution of 

this work will allow rather" more concentration than is now possible.

The ’’Major" comprises nine lecture courses and three courses of "directed 

reading". Of the nine lecture courses seven must be in one subject; the 

other two may be either in the"Major" subject or in some allied subject, 

e.g. the presceiption for the lecture courses in Physics may be seven 

courses in Physics and two in Mathematics. The decision in this case 

would rest with the Department of Physics.

The work for a "Minor" is five lecture courses. The combination of 

subjects as "Major" and "Minor" will be controlled by regulation. It is 

for instance improbable that anyone would be allowed to combine Economics 

and Hebrew!

In addition each candidate must take six general courses outside 

his "Major and "Minor" subjects and he must somehow - either in his Major 

or Minor or general subjects - include in his work two courses in English

and one in Philosophy, in Mathematics, in a Science and in two foreign

\languages, one of which must be Latin unless the "Major" subject Is 

Mathematics or a Science.



HONOURS COURSES IN ARTS - 2

*
Grades in Honours in the "Major" subject will be awarded according 

to the candidates’ performance (a) in the examinations held every spring 

at the close of each lecture-course ; (b) in the comprehensive examin­

ations at the end of the whole course. The comprehensive examination will 

consist of five papers designed to test each candidate’s knowledge of the 

whole subject studied and his power of assimilating, arranging and pre­

senting what he has learnt. In some subjects an oral examination will be 

substituted for one of these papers. The comprehensive examination will 

be conducted by each department as a whole and each paper judged by at 

least two examiners. Honours will be awarded in the "Major" subject 

with the "Minor" mentioned as subsidiary (e.g. English with History).

In the"Minor" and general subjects students will be examined as at 

present by the lecturer at the end of each lecture-course and their grades 

will be partly determined by the exercises written during the session.

A candidate for Honours will thus be judged partly on the work that 

he has done during each session and partly on his capacity to use his own 

power of analysis and synthesis, to carry knowledge in his memory and upon 

demand to give it expression in lucid and vigorous English. A high demand, 

perhaps, but not high for a worthy standard of Honours.

The normal period of study for these Honour Courses will be five 

years from Pass Matriculation or four years from Honour Matriculation, but 

one of the new regulations to which the Faculty of Arts attach considerable 
importance will make it possible for a student of exceptional ability and 

industry to cover the course in four years from Pass Matriculation ( or in 

three years from Honour Matriculation), provided that he is prepared to



HONOURS COURSES IN ARTS - 5

^spend part of the long summer vacation in reading, revision and research.

In these days there are many students who do not earn money during the 

summer. For them a holiday of five months is a serious obstacle to the 

development of intellect and character. Others who need to earn money and 

find it in time of depression impossible to get employment, may find financial 

salvation in shortening the length of their course. To succeed in this shorter 

course will require exceptional ability as well as exceptional industry.

Some people may wonder how a student who has followed a course of 

study for only four years can be "as good as" a student who has followed the 

same course for five years? Is that possible? The answer is easy. It depends 

on the student. Some athletes can run a hundred yards in ten seconds. Others 

take the best part of a minute. The latter, though they have spent longer on 

their course, are not the better runners. Similarly if an exceptionally 

good student can "get there" in a shorter time than the ordinary man, it 

would be educationally harmful to insist that he should mark time. A degree 

course should be a test of quality.

These new regulations for the Honours Courses in Arts will not 

necessarily affect any students already registered at Queen’s. They will 

be free to continue towards a degree on the path on which their feet are 

set already or, if they prefer the new path, they can without difficulty transfer 

to that. All aspirants for Honours in Arts who register next fall and later 

will come under these new regulations which are at present being edited for 

the Arts Calendar of 1932-33

Queen’s University 
Kingston, Ontario 
February 29th,1932.
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REFERENCE LISTS 
AVAILABLE TO ALUMNI

THE Douglas Library, has published a 
small pamphlet giving a list of ref­

erence books in connection with the pub­
lic lectures being delivered this term un­
der the auspices of the Department of 
Extension and the University Lectures 
Committee. The subjects included in 
this list are: “The Gold Standard,” 
“Medical History from Hogarth’s 
Prints,” “History of the Application of 
Power to Transportation,” “Masefield, 
the Poet Laureate,” “Bacteria and the 
Age of Man,” “The St. Lawrence Water­
way” and “Soviet Russia.” These and 
various other books on the same subjects 
are available in the Douglas Library and 
probably in many of the larger libraries 
elsewhere.

A valuable hand list of the most im­
portant encyclopedias and other books of 
reference in the Library has also just 
come off the press. This is a booklet of 
eleven pages, with brief analyses of the 
volumes listed, and should be useful to 
anyone wishing knowledge of where to 
turn for factual information.

STAFF MEMBERS CONDUCT 
WORKERS’ "VARSITY”

IN co-operation with the Workers’ Edu­
cational Association of Ontario three 

Queen’s professors are conducting classes 
among groups of workers this session.

Evening classes are being held once a 
week from October to April in Kingston, 
Belleville and Brockville. Locally, Prof. 
F. A. Knox meets in the Labor Hall a 
group varying from seventeen to thirty, 
composed of workers and a few soldiers. 
At Brockville, Prof. N. McL. Rogers 
teaches a group of twelve or fifteen, and 
at Belleville, Mr. J. Aitken has a class of 
about the same size.

In all three centres the instruction be­
ing given this winter is in elementary eco­
nomics. The theories of land rent, in­
creasing and diminishing returns, value 
and distribution, are touched on, along 
with money, banking and labour prob­
lems. In future years it is anticipated 
that more classes will be organized. The 
University authorities are prepared to 
furnish instruction in current events, 
psychology, literature or any curricular 
subj ect the workers desire.

, , „ --------

ARTS GRADUATING CLASS, 1887
J. Finlay, P. A. McLeod, M. McKenzie, J. M. McLean, C. A. D. Fairfield, H. L. Wilson, R. Sturgeon, 

D. Fleming, J. McEwen, W. J. Kidd, S. H. Gardiner, F. R. Parker, T. A. Cosgrove, J. W. H. Milne, 
H. Pirie, W. A. Logie, J. J* McLennan, H. F. Folger, W. C Cameron.
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REGULATIONS CHANGED 
FOR HONOURS IN ARTS

HANGES which will place the de­
gree of B.A. with Honours granted 

by Queen’s University on an entirely new 
plane are now being embodied in the cal­
endar for 1932-33. The new require­
ments are the result of long and careful 
consideration by a committee of heads of 
departments appointed two years ago. 
They impose a rigid differentiation be­
tween the Arts Pass and Honours courses 
and, for most students, will necessitate a 
five-year period of study beyond pass 
matriculation.

Many important innovations, includ­
ing several comprehensive examinations, 
are in line with Principal Fyfe’s 
campaign against “regurgitative” papers. 
In a recently published statement Princi­
pal Fyfe declared the object of the 
changes to be “to raise somewhat the 
standard of work required ; to exact 
from each candidate a greater exercise 
of his own mental activity and less pass­
ive acceptance of professorial dicta ; and 
by a comprehensive final examination to 
make sure that students have actively as­
similated instruction and have not 
dropped from their minds the subjects 
studied in the early stages of the Hon­
ours course.”

In the past the Honours B.A. required 
a certain standing in only twenty courses, 
including one reading and seminar class ; 
and a year ago, as a further requirement, 
it was stipulated that a general examina­
tion covering the whole field of work in 
the major subject must be passed at the 
end of the final year. Twelve courses 
had to be in two related subjects, seven 
constituting the “major” and five the 
“minor.” The remaining eight could be 
general courses, and had to embrace cer­
tain compulsory subjects.

Henceforth the weight of work re­
quired will be the equivalent of twenty- 
three three-hour courses. Greater con­
centration of work will be allowed, as in 
future a major shall comprise nine lec­
ture courses along with three courses of 
“directed reading,” each equivalent to a 
lecture course of three hours per week. 
Five lecture courses will constitute a mi­

nor, as formerly. Seven of the nine lec­
ture courses in one’s major must be in 
one subject; the remaining two may be 
in the major subject if the department 
concerned can give them, or in some al­
lied subject. With the approval of the 
major department a student may substi­
tute field work or research for a reading 
course.

The six remaining courses must be of 
a general nature outside a student’s major 
and minor groups, according to the new 
division of work. Certain subjects are 
compulsory ; and thus, either in his ma­
jor, minor or general courses, a student 
must include two courses in English, one 
in philosophy, one in mathematics, one in 
science, and two foreign languages, one 
of which must be Latin, unless the major 
subject is mathematics or a science.

Contrary to former practice, no stu­
dent will now be enrolled on an Honours 
course until the University authorities 
have gained some knowledge of his abil­
ity and his powers of application. This 
is ensured by stipulations that a candi­
date must apply through the Registrar for 
permission to proceed in his major and 
minor subjects at the end of his second 
year from pass matriculation. A student 
may not be accepted for Honours work 
unless he has shown promise of ability 
to measure up to the new standards. An­
other innovation is that the fitness of each 
Honours candidate to proceed on his 
course shall be adjudged by the commit­
tee of departments at the end of his 
third and fourth years. If his record is 
not satisfactory he may now be required 
to revert to a pass course.

Two grades of Honours (first and sec­
ond class ) will be awarded in one’s ma­
jor subject with the minor mentioned as 
a subsidiary (e.g., Latin with Greek)/ 
The candidate’s standing will be deter­
mined partly by regular sessional exami­
nations held every spring in the early 
years of his course, but chiefly by “com- 
prehensive” examinations at tne conciu- 
sion of the final year. These comprehen­
sive examinations will consist of five 
papers designed to test the student’s 
knowledge of the whole field of his 
study, his powers of assimilating what he 
has learnt and of presenting it in co-
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ordinated form. In some subjects the 
last of the five examinations will be oral 
or practical. All five will be “depart­
mental” papers. That is, they will be 
conducted by the major department as a 
whole, and each read by at least two ex­
aminers. In the minor and general sub­
jects students will be examined as at 
present by the lecturer at the end of each 
lecture-course.

Principal Fyfe’s recent statement on 
the new prescription of courses summed 
up the section on examinations and 
standards thus : “A candidate for Hon­
ours will be judged partly on the work 
that he has done during each session and 
partly on his capacity to use his own 
power of analysis and synthesis, to carry 
knowledge in his memory and upon de­
mand to give it expression in lucid and 
vigorous English. A high demand, per­
haps, but not too high for a worthy 
standard of Honours.”

The new course will normally cover 
five years from .. pass matriculation or 
four years from honour matriculation. 
Much importance is attached, however, to 
features which make it possible for a stu­
dent of “exceptional ability and industry” 
to complete the course in four years from 
pass matriculation. To do so he must 
spend part of the summer vacation in 
reading and research, and to encourage 
this practice, September examinations 
will be offered in two of the three “di­
rected reading” courses. Only the best 
students will be permitted to proceed be­
yond the second year on a four-year plan.

An attempt to exclude the poorest stu­
dents may be seen in new regulations 
which refuse any allowance towards a 
degree to candidates entering the Univer­
sity with honour matriculation in fewer 
than four subjects. Such students have 
usually tried examinations in five sub­
jects and failed in several, and the Uni­
versity records show them to be of low 
calibre.

Students well on towards an Honours 
degree under the former regulations will 
be unaffected by the new prescription. 
Whether or not all aspirants for Hon­
ours now registered will continue as at 
present has not been definitely decided, 
however.

A ROUND-THE-WORLD 
QUEEN’S NIGHT

EVERAL months ago an interested 
alumnus, E. T. Sterne, Science ’13, 

of Brantford, put forward the sugges­
tion that the General Alumni Association 
establish an annual Round-the-World 
Queen’s Night. Such nights are a defi­
nite feature of the alumni programme of 
many of the larger universities on this 
continent and in England, where it is be­
lieved that they have an excellent effect 
on alumni esprit de corps.

E. T. STERNE, Sc. '13 
President, Brantford Alumni

The matter was given consideration by 
the Directors of the Alumni Association 
and was endorsed in principle, but it was 
not possible to go further than that until 
additional information could be secured 
and a more detailed plan formulated. It 
was evident that to assure the success of 
such a scheme a large measure of co­
operation among the alumni would be es­
sential. In order to lay the foundation 
for this and possibly bring forth some 
further constructive suggestions, the 
Review is presenting an outline of the 
project and some of the problems in­
volved.

In brief, the proposal is that concur­
rent gatherings of Queen’s people be held 
on a certain night each year throughout 
the world—not only at those centres in 
which there are established Alumni 
branches, but at all places, near or far, 
where a group of Queen’s people might 
find it possible to forgather. Without in­
terfering in any way with other meetings 
held by the branches during the year, the
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Round-the-World Night would take its 
place as a regular event, deriving a spe­
cial significance from the fact that in me­
tropolis and village, on the prairie and on 
the veldt, members of the Queen’s clan 
were met together in that good fellowship 
and single-heartedness which are the 
mark of Queen’s reunions everywhere.

It was at first considered that an even­
ing during the regular Autumn Reunion 
might be convenient for the event. This 
occasion, however, attracts many of the 
most enthusiastic alumni back to the 
University for class gatherings, alumni 
whose presence would be sorely missed 
at their own centres. There is a similar 
objection to the day of any of the foot­
ball games. For these reasons it has 
been thought that the time most suitable 
for a Round-the-World Queen’s Night 
would be during January or February.

The details of the programme for this 
special Queen’s event would properly be 
left to the discretion of the local com­
mittees and branch executives. Some 
major part of the programme might be 
made universal, however, in order to lend 
colour to the whole affair.

The Alumni office will welcome opin­
ions and suggestions in the matter from 
the Association’s branches, from Queen’s 
groups in other centres, and from indi­
vidual alumni. Upon the co-operation of 
all of these the success of the proposed 
Round-the-World Queen’s Night will 
certainly depend.

BACTERIOLOGICAL RESEARCH 
PROGRESSES AT QUEEN’S

THE staff of the Bacteriology depart­
ment, Professor Reed and Drs. 

John Orr, Med. ’23, and Christine Rice, 
Arts ’26, has been concerned for several 
years with a study of the tubercle bacil­
lus. This has recently resulted in some 
very important observations. It has been 
shown that cultures of the causal agent 
of tuberculosis may, by appropriate se­
lective procedure, be separated into at 
least two temporarily true breeding types. 
One type is characterized by a high de­
gree of virulence for animals and by its

ability to stimulate the animal to the pro­
duction of specific immunity to a high 
level, while the second type lacks both 
ability to produce disease in the animal 
and to activate immune reactions. At 
the same time under certain conditions, 
which have been in part defined, the viru­
lent type may change to the avirulent or 
the avirulent may change to the virulent 
form with disease-producing properties.

The application of this thesis to the 
much-debated French method of vacci­
nation against tuberculosis, the B. C. G. 
vaccine, has provided an explanation of 
the origin of this material. It has also 
shown the element of risk that is inhe­
rent in the procedure and given an indi­
cation of its ineffectiveness.

But a more significant extension of 
the results has come from a study of the 
distribution of these newly defined types 
of organisms and of the immune bodies 
which they activate in human cases of 
tuberculosis. This, it is anticipated, will 
throw entirely new light on the nature of 
the disease and at the same time offer new 
means of prognosis and possibly treat­
ment.

Such studies unfortunately are expen­
sive, and the department seriously lacks 
funds.

EXTENSION DEPARTMENT 
SPONSORS LECTURES

THE first public lecture in the series 
arranged by the Department of Ex­

tension was delivered in Convocation Hall 
by Professor F. A. Knox on Monday 
afternoon, January 18. Professor Knox, 
speaking on the “Gold Standard,” showed 
that its operation implied a legally estab­
lished and unvarying mint price for gold, 
the convertibility of all other forms of 
currency into gold, and the free export 
or import of gold on the initiative of pri­
vate individuals. Under such conditions 
the price of gold remains fixed, but its 
value, or power to buy other goods, 
varies with its amount just as does the 
value of any other commodity. A fall in 
the value of gold is not reflected in a fall



I Announce Radical 
Changes k\ Arts 
Course At Queen's

| Regulations Will Require 
Higher Standard 

Of Work

DR. FYFE APPROV ES

[Journal' Expects Proposals 
To Become Effective 

Next Semester

Kingston, Ont., February 3.—(Spec- 
al to the Bails")—An announcement 
ot paramount importance has been is­
sued from the Registrar’s office to the 
effect that a radical change in the 
Honours Courses of the Faculty of 
Arts is under consideration. The pro­
posal, while not' official, has been ap­
proved by Dr. W. H. Fyfe, and Dr. W.
E. McNeil, and will probably go into -> 
effect next semester. It will not apply, 
however, to students already register­
ed within the University.

According to the announcement the 
object of the changes to be introduced 

| is to raise somewhat the standard of 
work required; to exact from each 

|| candidate a greater exercise of his 
own mental acitivity and less passive 
acceptance of professorial dicta, and 
by a comprehensive final examination 
to make certain that students have ac­
tively assimilated instruction and have 
not dropped from their minds the sub­
jects studied in the early stages of the 
Honours Course.

Demand More Concentration 
The weight of work required for a 

B.A. with Honours will be equivalent 
of twenty-three courses, each of three 
hours per week. That is rather more 
than is required at present and the 
distribution of this work wj|a allow 
more concentration than is. possi­
ble. ^

Grades in Honours in the major 
subject will be awarded according to 
the candidates’ performance (a) in the 
examinations held every spring at the 
close of each lecture-course, (b) in 
the comprehensive examinations at 
the end, of the wnoie eiAirse. 'These 
comprehensive examinations will con­
sist of five papers designef^lo test 
each candidate’s knowledge of the 
whole subject studied and his power 
of assimilating, arranging and pre­
senting what he has learnt. In some 
subjects an oral examination will be 
substituted for one of these papers.

Change Exam System 
The comprehensive examination will 

be conducted by each department as a 
whole and each paper judged by at 
least two examiners. Honours will be 
awarded in the Major subject with the 
Minor mentioned as subsidiary (e.g. 
English with History). In the Minor 
and General subjects students will be 
examined as at present by the lec­
turer at the end of each lecture- 
course and their grades will be partly 
determined by the exercises written 
during the session.

A candidate for Honours will thus 
be judged partly on the work that he 
lias done during each session and 
partly on his capacity to use his own 
power of analysis and synthesis, to 
carry knowledge in his memory and 
upon demand to give it expression in 
lucid and vigorous English.

Course Five Years 
The normal period study for these 

Honour Courses will be five years 
from Pass Matriculation or four 
years from Honour Matriculation, but 
one of the new regulations to which 
the Faculty of Arts'' attach consider­
able Importance will make it possible 
for a student of exceptional a.bility 
and industry to cover the course in 
four years from Pass Matriculation 
(or in three years from Honour Matri­
culation), provided that he is prepared 
to spend part of the long summer va- 

(Continued on Page Four!
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iation in • reading, revision and re- 
:earch.
In these days there are many stu- 

lents who do not earn money during 
he summer. For them a holiday of 

Ifive months is a seriouç obstacle to the 
development of intellect and character, 
Others who need to earn money and 
find it in time of depression impossi­
ble to get employment, may find finan­
cial salvation in shortening the length 
of their course. To succeed in this 
shorter course will require exceptional 
ability as well as exceptional industry.

Commenting on the plan, the Queen's 
Journal says, “Some people may won­
der how a student who has followed a 
course of study for only four years 
can be as good as a student who has 
followed the same course for five 
years? Is that possible? The answer 
is easy. It depends on the student. 
Some athletes can run a hundred yards 
in ten seconds. Others take the best 
part of a minute. The latter, though 
they have spent longer on their course, 
are not the better runners. Similarly 
if an exceptionally good student can 
"get there” in a shorter time than the 
ordinary man, it would be educational­
ly harmful to insist that he should 
mark time. A degree course should be 
a test of quality.

“These new regulations for the Hon­
ours Courses in Arts will not necessar­
ily affect any students already regist­
ered at Queen's. They will be free to 
continue towards a degree on the path 
on which their feet are set already 
or, it they prefer the new path, they 
can without difficulty transfer to that. 
All aspirants for Honours in Arts who 
register next fall and later will come 
under these new regulations which 
are at present being edited for the 
Arts Calendar of 1932-33”.



McGill University, 
Mont real.

November 22nd, 1932

Dear Sir,

A meeting of the Matriculation Board will be held in the 
Office of the Principal on Wednesday, November 30th, 1932, at 
3 p.m.

Secretary, Matriculation Board

Agenda

1. Minutes.

2. Business arising out of the Minutes.
(1) New Junior Matriculation French Syllabus.
(2) B.Sc. Entrance Requirements.

3. Suggested new Syllabus in Physics for Junior Matriculation.

4. Revision of other Syllabi if necessary.

5. The Issue of Matriculation Certificates to High School Leaving 
Cand id at es.

6. The Issue of Certificates to Good Students Failing in one Subject.

7. "Extra English" - Letter from Mr. C.E. Ployart, Shawinigan Falls High 
School.

8. Ontario Private Schools - Letter from Br. C.R. Carseallan, Ontario 
Ladies College.

9. Junior Intermediate Algebra and Senior Algebra. Should Syllabi 
Remain Identical?

10. Request from Westmount High School for Oral Examination in Senior 
Matriculation French.

11. Senior Matriculation and Entrance to the Faculty of Engineering.

12. Appointment of Examiners for 1933.

13. Other Business.



Matriculation Board
<

Notes on Agenda

2. (U.The two syllabi in French, "Direct" and "Indirect" have "been replaced
by one syllabus including an optional, but reconmended, reproduction of 
a story read in French.

(2) It is suggested that item 6 at the top of Page 31 of the General 
Announcement should be modified to read

Marks

200 Either

Latin or French or German (if not already taken)

or

Any two of the following papers not already taken:

(a) Intermediate Algebra
(b) Intermediate Geometry and Trigonometry
(c) Botany
(d) Chemistry
(e) Physics
(f) Music or Drawing (Music and Drawing may not both be

counted).

This new wording (1) simplifies and clarifies the sect ion, (2) widens 
the choice slightly since it permits a student to qualify by taking 
two such papers as Intermediate Algebra and Drawing under (6) which the 
previous section did not do.

3. The Department of Physics recommends a new syllabus including Elementary 
Electricity and Magnetism. This is almost exactly the same as the new 
High School course in Physics.

4. Since joint papers with the Higi School examinations were abolished last 
year we can now modify our requirements in any way the Board considers 
desirable.

5. A student who obtained Matriculation standing in the Quebec High School 
Leaving Examinations could, in the past, obtain a McGill Matriculation 
Certificate on payment of $5.00. Is this desirable now that the examinations 
are entirely separate?

6. Our regulations state that "a candidate who makes an exceptionally high 
aggregate, but fails in one paper only, may be admitted". Does such a student 
get a Matriculation Certificate? It is suggested that the regulation be 
modified to read "A student who fails in one paper only will be granted 
matriculation standing if the average mark in the required papers is not less 
than 70$ (or 75$)".

7. "Extra English" is a new High School course. I have been asked if the 
Board will recognize this as a Matriculation subject. The "Extra English" 
syllabus may be seen in the Registrar’s Office.

8. Should we accept certificates from approved Ontario Private Schools? These 
are accepted by the Ontario Matriculation Board for Ontario Universities.

9. At present the Senior Matriculation Algebra syllabus is identical with 
that of Intermediate Algebra in Junior Matriculation, and teachers wish to 
know if a student who has obtained 50$ in the latter may count it towards 
his Senior certificate, or whether he has to repeat work already done.

11. The entrance requirements of the Faculty of Engineering do not demand a 
Modem Language and so differ from those of the B.Sc. Senior Matriculation 
and students are admitted who have not matriculated. Can this contradiction 
in terms be avoided?

T. II. Matthews



MCGILL UNIVERSITY

Registrar’s Office

9th February, 1933

Dear Sir:

There will be a meeting of the Matriculation Baard in the

Principal’s Office on Thursday, 16th February, 1933, at 3.00 P.M.

Registrar.

Agenda

1. Minutes

2. Business arising out of minutes
(1) Oral French in Senior Matriculation
(2) Senior Matriculation requirements for Engineering.

3. New Syllabi for Junior Matriculation.

4. New Syllabi for Senior Matriculation*

5. Senior Matriculation B.3c. German
At present there is only one Senior Matriculation German 
Syllabus designed for students who have studied for a year 
beyond the standard of Junior Matriculation German, and 
there is nothing to correspond to the First Tear B.Sc. 
course which is compulsory for students who matricule ted 
in French. It is proposed that we should accept Junior 
Matriculation German with a pass-mark of 50 in each paper, 
as a subject for Senior B.Sc. students provided they have 
already taken Junior Matriculation French.

6. Other Business.



'Totes en today's meeting of the Matriculation Board (February 16th, 1953)

1. The appointment of a committee to moderate syllabi amounts to the appointment 

of a Revising Board. This suggestion was turned down "by the Matriculation Beard 

in January 1952 on the ground that the heads of Departments ABC and D were not

as competent to criticize a syllabus or paper submitted by another Department S 

as the members of that department B, and anj criticisms offered were more likely 

to breed inter-departmental friction than to improve syllabi or papers.

2. I would like to see some recognized channel by which the teachers of 

Matriculation subjects could make their criticisms known to the University.

I think it desirable to recognize in this way^the process of education through the 

schools and the University is a continuous one and would suggest a permanent 

Matriculation Syllabus Committee, consisting of about three University men, 

perhaps F. Clarke, F.M«G. Johnson, and myself, whose duty it would be to select 

from the schools one or two teachers in each subject and one or two representatives 

from that department in McGill and thresh out the syllabus in one subject at a tira 

reporting the results of such conferences to the Matriculation Board. I think the 

bringing together of teachers and examiners in this way would be an excellent 

way of obtaining kbsr good courses and would greatly increase the feeling of 

cooperation between the University and the schools. I think the same committee 

might by the same method go over the Senior Matriculation syllabi and know that 

such a cooperative action would be appreciated by the Jest mount High School 

teachers.

3. The final decisions would naturally lie with the 1/Iatriculation Board and the 

small permanent committee would act only as a kind of Arbitration Board, trying 

to obtain results that satisfied the University as to standards and yet were 

eminently practical from the point of view of the good school teachers.

4. If it felt so inclined this committee might invite teachers preparing students
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for the Department of Education’s examinations to give their views, but it should 

not be empowered to consult the Department as such. Cooperation with the 

Department should be secured, if possible, through the Matriculation Board which 

can speak formally for the University. Such a restriction would, I feel, preserve 

the informal character of the committee’s work. This informality should make 

consultation with teachers easier and more profitable.

T.H* Matthews
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A good University Entrance Examination must necessarily be designed 

to select those students who are intellectually fitted to undertake 

University work*

A good School Leaving Examination designed to test students who do 

not intend to enter a University has a different function and should 

be of a different character.

Public and Private Schools alike have pupils who intend to enter a 

University and other pupils who do not so that the ideal solution 

of this examination problem would be briefly as follows:

There should be two examinations with different papers in the majority, 

if not all, of the subjects.

(a) The School Leaving Examination

(b) The University Entrance Examination.

The School Leaving Examination should be available to Public and 

Private Schools and the University Entrance Examination available 

to anyone including privately taught students.

The School Leaving Examination should be conducted by the Department 

of Education.

The University Entrance Examination should be conducted by the University.

The University should make arrangements for permanent and continuous 

cooperation and consultation both with the Department and with teachers 

in Public and Private Schools to ensure that its entrance examination

was as good as it could be made



These proposals are unfortunately impossible at present, and the 

Matriculation Board (like the Department of Education) has to 

conduct one examination fulfilling as best it may the double 

function.

The Board recognizes fully the essential unity of the educational 

process through School and College and is anxious and willing to 

cooperate with everyone engaged in this process in order to obtain 

the best possible results.

The Board is of the opinion that the work required of pupils in 

Public Schools and of pupils in Private Schools should not differ 

in difficulty and should follow similar lines, but is in favour of 

occasional experimental variations rather than an enforced identity 

of programmed.

The Board has set up a small Syllabus Committee which is inviting 

specialists from both Public and Private Schools to discuss with 

specialists from the university the syllabi and the examinations in 

the various subjects. It is grateful for the help such school 

teachers are giving and hopes that this cooperation will establish 

a most valuable bond between the Schools and the University.

The Board will inform the Department of any changes it may decide 

to make and in return would be grateful if the Department would 

keep it informed of changes in the Public School Curriculum 
authorized by itself.

Finally the Board would welcome any suggestions concerning the
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syllabi or the examinations from the Protestant Committee, or 

any of its Sub-Committees, from the Department of Education, 
from the P-A.P.T. or from any teachers*
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The Matriculation Board of McGill University is willing 

to accept the High School Leaving Examination in Biology as one 

of the science papers qualifying for admission to the University. 

It -thinks it desirable that for the first year or two the examiner 

should ha appointed in consultation with the Matriculation Board, 

which would he pleased to co-operate with the Hi£i School Leaving 

Board in making rec emendations to the Protestant Comnittee.
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Matriculation Board

1. The work of school pupils who intend to enter a university should differ from 
that of pupils who do not. In schools containing "both these classes of 
pupils there should therefore be at least two courses of study, (1) the 
Matriculation course leading to a University Entrance Examination, (2) the 
other course or courses leading to a School Leaving Examination.

2. A good University Entrance Examination must necessarily be designed to select 
those students who are intellectually fitted to undertake University work.

3. A good School Leaving Examination designed to test a pupilfe fitness to stop 
academic work and his readiness for employment, has a different function 
and should be of a different character.

4. Public and Private Schools alike have pupils who intend to enter a University 
and other pupils who do not, so that the ideal solution of this examination 
problem would be briefly as follows;-

5. There should be two examinations with different papers in the majority, if 
not all, of the subjects,
(a) The School Leaving Examination.
(b) The University Entrance Examination.

6. The School Leaving Examination should be available to Public and Private 
Schools and the University Entrance Examination available to anyone including 
privately taught aeherole-t

7. The School Leaving Examination should be conducted by the Department of 
Education.

8. The University Entrance Examination should be conducted by the University.

9. The University should make arrangements for permanent and continuous co­
operation and consultation both with the Department and with teachers in 
Public and Private Schools to ensure that its entrance examination might be 
as good as possible.

10. These proposals are unfortunately impossible at present, and the Matriculation 
Board (like the Department of Education) has to conduct one examination ful­
filling as best it may the double function.

11. The Board recognizes fully the essential unity of the educational process 
through School and College and is anxious and willing to co-operate with 
everyone engaged in this process in order to obtain the best possible results

12. The Board is of the opinion that the work required of pupils in Public Schools 
and of pupils in Private Schools should not differ in difficulty and should 
follow similar lines, but is in favour of occasional experimental variations 
rather than an enforced identity of programmes.

13. The Board has set up a small Syllabus Committee which is inviting specialists 
from both Public and Private Schools to discuss with specialists from the 
University the syllabi and the examinations in the various subjects. It is
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grateful for the help such school teachers are giving and hopes that this co­
operation will establish a valuable bond between the Schools and the Uni­
versity.

14. The Board will inform the Department of any changes it may decide to make 
and in return would be grateful if the Department would keep it informed 
of changes in the Public School Curriculum authorized by itself.

. Finally the Board would welcome any suggestions concerning the syllabi 
or the examinations from the Protestant Committee, or any of its Sub­
committees , from the Department of Education, from the Provincial Associa­
tion of Protestant Teachers or from any teachers.

15
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Latin and High School Organization

Consideration of a course of study in Latin for 
the High School opens up at once the whole question of 
organization of the High School to meet modern demands.
The reason is that a right adjustment of the claims of 
Latin involves a survey of the whole transition from the 
aristocratic conditions in which the Grammar School worked 
to the democratic conditions that havo to be faced today.
Now, many pupils must be provided for in the High School 
for whom no case can bo made out for the study of Latin.
Those who do study it will have a somewhat different in­
terest and different needs from those which wore operative 
in the old Grammar School tradition. Nor will they all 
pursue the study with the same intensity, and over the 
same range.

Ho stable solution seems possible, apart from 
a survey of the whole field of Secondary education in terms 
of modern needs. I say advisedly ’’Secondary Education"
rather than "High School" Education, since the use of the 
latter term, especially in Quebec, is apt to carry with it 
purely local and traditional implications which obstruct 
the view, and conceal the nature of the problem as one 
which all modern countries are compelled to fu.ee in the 
same essential form.

The problem arises just because modern needs 
arc such that systematic education must now be carried on 
well into the years of adolescence, not for a select few, 
but for the whole population. Such education, since its 
function is to take account of the needs and capacities of 
adolescence, is properly termed "Secondary Education", 
whatever its form and content, and in whatever institution 
it may be given.

This "Secondary Education for All" is no longer 
a visionary aspiration; it is an udgent practical necessity 
calling for radical new thinking and comprehensive efforts 
of construction, for which there is no parallel in the past. 
Not only are new types of schools, and new forms of school 
organization called for - the question will have to be 
as&ed, granting the need for systematic education for all 
adolescents, whether school, as ordinarily understood, is 
the best place of education for all of them. It may be
found that, for many, education can be provided in more 
relevant and effective form through some other type of social 
activity, such as farm or workshop, with only part-time 
attendance at school in the conventional sense. A strong 
and growing body of opinion in England is insisting on this 
view, and that not for reasons of class jealousy or financial 
economy, but for sound reasons of educational principle 
that refuse to treat "Schooling" and "Education" as neces­
sarily identical.

It is against some such comprehensive background 
as_this that we must project our problem of Latin. Three 
main groups of pupils are to bo distinguished in this regard :-

1. Those who,will do no Latin.

2. Those who take Latin as part of a general educ­
ation in the old, and still relevant,"cultural" sense.
This will mean a school course of four or five years, fol­
lowed by a course ol at least one year at the University,
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3. Those who arc potential classical scholars, cap­
able of carrying on a serious study of classics at the 
University, and ultimately of becoming members of the small, 
but highly trained body of interpreters of ancient culture, 
of which a country like Canada will always stand in need. 
These should do more in Latin than pupils of Group 2, and 
at least two years of Greek.
N.B. I omit here consideration of the content of courses 
for Groups 2 and 3 respectively. Especially as regards 
Group 2, this question must involve much discussion and ex­
periment .
Secondary School Organization

When we remember that the question of Latin cannot 
be determined apart from consideration of types of Secondary 
training as a whole it is clear that we arc committed to a 
corresponding reconstruction of the Secondary System. I 
can do no more here than indicate in an ideal way, and without 
regard at the moment to-practical difficulties in Quebec, the 
main lines that such re-construction should follow.

1. The change of gauge should come immediately after 
Grade VI. This is the point at which adolescent traits 
are beginning to emerge, and an early start should render 
more effective the sifting process that ought to go on 
during the first two years or so.

2. Two main types of course should be contemplated: '•
(a) A shorter course of three years, organized to 

its own ends, and fitted with proper terminals,. A well- 
rounded three-years’ course existing in its own right 
should be free from the misdirection and futility that 
arise from the performance of a fragmentary three years of 
a five or six years’ course.

(h) A full course of five ( r possibly six) years,
3. Each of these two main types should admit of var­

iant forms according to diversities of need, and within the 
limits of possibility. The shorter course, for instance, 
should admit of diverse types of practical training.

4, The full course should provide both General and 
Advanced Courses. The General Course (with appropriate 
variants) would be takenby all Full Course pupils. It 
should be assessed by a school certificate examination of 
such a type that those who pass in prescribed subjects, 
and at a prescribed level may be eligible for University 
admission. But it should still be possible to pass the 
examination on a lower grade and with a range of subjects 
not qualifying for University admission.

Pupils of average ability would take the whole 
High School period to cover the course.

A select group of able pupils should, with proper 
organization of studies, cover the course in considerably 
less time. These should then go on to more specialized 
studies in selected groups, without, however, dropping all 
concern withsEt with more general education. Instances 
of of such groups of studies are : -



-3-

Classics and History 
Science and Mathematics 
English and History
Modern Languages and History (or English)

Pupils who took such advanced work should not 
look for Senior Matriculation standing at the University. 
Their profit at the University would take the form of 
greater solidity and promise of University Studies gener­
ally rather than gain of time. Ability should express 
itself in more work done rather than in less time spent on 
an allotted task which is the sane for all.

It is in this sense that I construe the Contin­
uation Year. The idea of such a year should be distin­
guished from the idea, on the one hand, of helping the 
weak, and, on the other hand, of offering a time-bonus to 
the strong.

There should be nothing to prevent any pupil, 
whether strong or weak, from taking an extra year in point 
of actual time at the High School if needs require and 
conditions permit. But this expenditure of a period of 
time is quite a different thing from the provision, as a 
piece of good organization of special opportunities to the 
able, gained by a wise economy of the time normally pro­
vided.

5. Although all reasonable scope should be left for 
the experiment, authority should determine what courses 
any particular school is competent to offer." The question 
of the small country High School will arise here, and I 
know too little of those to be able to offer any suggestion 
in regard to them. In view, however, of the degree and 
variety of the needs that the modern High School has to meet, 
one may be permitted to wonder whether some, at least, of 
these High Schools, can lay claim to very much beyond the 
use of the name. But the organizing of efficient Secondary
Education for sparsely settled rural populations is a problem 
that is difficult as it is urgent. The cost of the necessary 
consolidation is sxxxa inevitably great, and in many countries, 
of which Quebec is one, local traditions and local jealousies 
set up a formidable obstacle.

I sometimes wonder whether the chief evil that 
arises where small and ill-equipped institutions are trying 
to do Secondary work is not so much inefficiency, as the 
perpetuation of an idea of what Secondary Education itself 
is, that is out of all relation to the real needs of the 
t imo.

Submitted by Prof. F. Clarke.
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