PRODICAD

PRINTED AT THE “MIRAMICHI ADVANCE” OFFICI
CHATHAM, N. B







JOHN MOWAT

{ Chaleur now so well known for its cod, lobster and
e, eXten me 200 miles inland nearly parallel with
[t nnddle forms the boundary, between Quebee

and i;ll'( of

l'“'ﬂll]u"l\ v|~

WItK e Counties of Bonavent

' ]
ts north side, and Gloucester and  Re

e 30 miles wide at its entrance, 1t arrow g it
miil nward. Ahove th Euv;u‘ 1s the o t‘?w:\/\‘l 1l
o head of tide watel 'he oreat vod banks extend
u 1l its entranc wll :',z\\.lblli SOMmMe Ot Ini:« I he
lobsterTishery ison both sides on its shore There are in the
County of Gasy on the Bay 3 rivers worthy to be ealled
vhimon ( 1) wuth, York and St. John In Bonaventur
thoere are t Grand Caseape nd Bonaventure In Gloucester
com nit t { iwuit, a noted rive although
ohstrueted by ) intabl < 20 miles from its mouth I'he
rreat Resticouchd ts hes, 19 1ts grand  fresh water con
tinna ext \ | 140 mile and giving a water
urface or 1 v of tributan on which salmon spawn, of
14 [y 400 naid mrsery ol the .‘,n'-‘]r' :vwliw.' of sal-
mon eanght 'o sljow this, on the south side, hetween
\ 1sionit Ve B { O t1ch vater. b disfance of 7 miles, are
me i) station s of salimon nets, retarn Ny a i]l' n <'.|l|'i!‘
w Fisheries Repo | NST (e bs.  On the north shore from
Caseapedia river to tide hea AD A e e me 6O stations retuarn
ine 165.000 1 total ) OO0 USRS no other salmon streams
intervene, tl mu ol necessity therefore be Resticouche fish
Inw\;tg the W\ v upward "]<".\ HIAIy ol those tish ai (;ul‘;ill he
tween those poin 1l the entince ofthe Bay cannot be ascertain
i, D l know from the 1/ it the fish that liu‘ggh;!! major
1 ) (xloue »M..‘J‘ s B l:l~[;"\>|"‘ll~ ';Villl"ll and l}lt'i
nen acknowledge the fact Fhoee fishery returns for 1887, to
[intend confining myself, are the most complete ever issued,
cive us the following tigu as the salmon eateh for
hesty e h f'ww:I‘\ '_)TI.T(N) s
Gloncester do 386,000
Bonaventure do 203,700

Gaspe County to Ship Head 110,000
 Add for anglers’ eateh 50,000

1,021,400 Ibs total caught




year, ineluding
355,000 1hs

From Nova Scotia we have 2584 bbls, salted and
191.000 1bs fresh, both combined not "‘l””‘ to Bay ("haleur

For the prov I’u of (\)llv‘u'( the Yi"lll'l wsare 540,000 1hs,, whieh in
cludes salted and preserved.  Consequently, taking the figures as we
find them and subtracting from Quebec and New  Brunswick, the
quantity returned for the four ¢ ounties on Bay Chaleur, we find
Quebee provinee with only 207,000 1bs, and New Brunswick  with
117"1%&1\]1»\_ l'h' l;il_\ 1'f‘“l:ll¢'lll ]I:\\IH‘_’ 116,000 “i\ over lb(l‘]l lll'”'
vinees. In analyzing the figures given us in the return, the two
New  Brunswick exceeding 140
miles. but ]»I'lvlv.'l|'|.\' ]Hl\ill"‘

150 hbls. salted (where we are not told)is only 1.

counties in with a coast line, not

30 or

more net stations, return - double
the quantity of fish that Gaspe .nul 'onaventure do, although
those counties have a longer coast line by 60. miles, and they have
at least tive fine salmon rivers, besides some minor ones.  Conse

quently, so far as the inducement is concerned of
to fresh water, or in search of 1ts
sea,scertainly  the north side
f;l\qr'

drawing a salmon
own river‘in its migration from
“of the Ir.l\ has all the odds 1in its
[ believe it has, but there are three reasons why it is behind:
first, less ||<'t~l'.\ ]nn|':||ll_\ (G0 stations, l*rnlnl.()lln'\u‘(' netter dar
not set the trap or pache net, New | runswick, if so it
would be comfiseated.  He cannot use any other mode, n\ul»tlll" the
old hook or \\'illf_. without a bottom. ||III| the Que bhee netter pays
40c. per 200 lhs, fish eaught, the New Frunswicker pays 3¢, per
fathom of net used. That the license on the fish caught is the fair
est and proper mode is correct. Trouble is to get at the 1|Im||til_\'. It
becomes a .||1. stion of pocket cersux government, and although an
affidavit may be taken, pocket gains
enue but re n'lr:\ the returns unrehable
this that I have
returns for the

as set 1n

This not only cheats the rey

and so well am I aware of
no hgsitation in adding 100,000 Ibs at least, to the
Fay Chaleur. If salmon could he eaught in all locali
ties in nearly equal proportions license on net might answer, but
it now is, often the netter who fishes a short net, Iul.\‘illg 23 or $4
license, takes four times the llll:llltit'\' of tish taken by another net
ter |l:|.\'il|'__" <), That there 1s room for
be doubted, both .lll.ill\lim- and fair |»|:l\
300 stations of nets fished within the
an average of 3,000 1bs. each

illl]il‘”\i‘lllt‘lll here cannot
| At present there are over
» hounds of the Bay

returning
but larce areas ar

much below this
for instance, the estuary from Dalheusie upwards on both sides with
54 stations returns 123,000 1bs.,
netter to pay for plant labor &e
correct (which 1 |n~

agiving somg $200 worth to each
cand if we take
deave to doubt) the fisherman’s nulllnlll“ll
seems to be both poor and precarious, and why they. should strive
s0 hard to retain a losing business cannot he accounted for

In continuing the .m,||\\1\ of the Report for 1887, the

Scotia Ill\]u(l“l says \.lllnun mereased 270,000 1hs, but he
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their abundanee or seareity depaids more on nataral eanses, than on
citherish culture or protection, and prognosticates a falling off in
the salmon eateh.  In this I partly agree with him and  will en-

Meavor to show somne of the lultllI,lI cause

Quebee shows an inercase of 142,000 Ihs, of salmon and reports a
fair scason, angling scores small, hut a fair supply of fish. New
Brun-wick Inspector gives an increase of ‘\\Hiiil]l»» salmon, simply
remarking it is one of the long w\]u-rt--nl Liateliers booms, and re
minding us of that great year 1874, the year the hatcheries were
started and which he declares have ruined the salimon tisheries, and
althongh one of the most  ardent supporters of  pisciculture, in fact ,
personally assisting, beeause the results did not con e in time and the
hatcheries were not earried on according to his plan, condemned the
whole in toto.  In turning to the comparative statement in Report,
page 16 we find

total of which

vear 1869 salmon cateh for Dominion 2.1 l““““”]"\ sold fresh I"»tKNle
“oIRT2 ¢ . “ 3. 184,000 do. 1,500,000
1874 " “ 6.000.000 do. - 2.500.000

I187H o “ ‘e 2,800,000 ** do 1,700,000

1876 “vearl.C.R \\:hn]wlu-tl 2,700,000 ** do. 1,500,000

Mar. Prov. eatch for 1887 (exeluding B C) 3,328,131 ** do 2,341,000

Those are the 1i:IH'<‘~ ].‘\' which tllv New  Brunswick |!|~|u-l'll»l'
claims the ruin of salmon fisheries, and that New Brunswick eaught
3.214.000 1he. or over half of the total 6 millions of 1874, Looking
at the matter with a view to find out what eaused this extraordinary
vear, I can only sce two reasons, first is, some 5 or 6 years pre-
vious, say in 1868 or 69, a very large number of parent salmon had®
a very favorable spawning season, their progeny eseaped the dangers
of river and sea, and so returned an enormous multitude never seen
hefore or sinee, and ahead of British ¢ olumbia itself ! I remember
the vears 1873 and 4 well, there certainly was an extra eatch, and it
\I':||I|1|;|t--«| many settlers to become fishermen, but | hlbill«‘ there 1s a
\Ii*"’ L error wn;u how of a ('tvlll'lv of millions in  the figures, when
you consider 2} millions Ibs fresh fish sold (not eanned as there are
2 millions Ibs. of them) and considér we had no railway connections
with the U. S. or the upper provinees, even steamers, not reliable and
to thenorthern ]ull'lit»ll\ nlll‘\' \\'t'l']\']_\Z it does appear “well, as if
we had lots of them.” It, however, very \II'HH;_:I.\' supports Mr.
Rogers’ theory, there must have been some unknown natural cause
for those two extra years. Surely the opening of a couple of hatch-
eries using 3 or 400 salmon of the remnant which ese aped out of the
six millions Ibs. eaught could not possibly have reduced the catch so
low in the years following. Let me now from the report show the
yearly value of fish and fish pre duets of the Bay of Chaleur, in com-
]nnl\nll with some other ])Hltl()ll\ of tln l)nlnllll(lll The Ii\ln'l‘_\' pro-




duets of Restivouche and Gloucester Counties are valued at 8792628
Bonaventure and Port of Gaspe ' 549,000
to which mayv be added « X Penses of 200 anclers

\ lui.llnf_ f
nearly equalling British ¢
more than P. K. 1

// _'.(}'(.Hu

f S 441628
‘olumbin and l‘.‘||\ln( \d vee Ontanrno
and Mamtoba putting bhoth ,«g_;fﬂu\l
The salaries and dishursements paid to the officers iy
in those four counties (not mcludinge
For the same serviee in the County of  Northumberland jits officers
draw 83811, whilst its tishery products  are only vadued at  S287
500 l |

TR to this fac

prot ctiol

Wakeham's) ?‘M:'f 83,723

)

o to lraw the attention of the | cpartment
as | know many of the officers of the l’t"l.‘ll[llli‘ll( in the l'»:l.\ "vi
Chaleur are not paid in comparison with their limits and “for the
work the Voant l\‘nriul

to perform, and 1 may heve tell the public
from statisties in my po ion, that the cost of guardianship on the
calmon rivers emptyving into Chaleur Bay, paid by private parties

amomited to 811,500, of which amount 57,000 was paid on the Res
ticouche river alone

and which is of as mueh benetit or more to the
netter, as it is to the .m:’l«-r Such s the present |-n\'ll'1u|| of the "v:l.\
of Chaleur, salmon net fisheries, still the salmon unl_\' yielding 90 m
¥ 100.0000f the whole, the great cod ﬁ~|.«-1’_\ being the main factom
\!l‘v"»lr!w nted \..\- the lobster, now in its wane,but <'llil|' lmni\*l-‘ to b
resuscitated Let us look at the salmon fisheries in the past and so
often referred to.  From 1837 to 1856 the great proportion of sal

mon taken were by nets in the estuary, and the spear of the Indian,
~Hl»]vll mented with a few from the whites taken with the drift net
Some half doz. of the older residents held the by
estuary, a few nets were set at Dalhousie

st fishings in the
Beach, Bathurst, and (?;l\‘\‘ Basin

and Charlo, at  Salimon
Between those  vears ther
were not over 50 Iq‘!ﬁll: stations 1n the |:;1'\ the fish were barrvelled
salted, comm »1.“\ sold to Halifax and Ameriean traders n --\('i.;lll*;n-
for goods,commonly at 88,00 per bhl, When T tell vou that we often
had years when up river settlers with a drft |||“. could not eateh
sufficient fish for their winter, some idea as  to the
quantity caught.  Often a good station in the estuary  would not
cateh over 10 or 12 bbls., and 20 hbls. was considered .;I vood eateh

The Indians, assisted by the settlers on the river as well as hy par

ties from the St. John, followed the fish as far as thev could oo and
the nl||.\ l||il|',’ that pre vented total extinetion of the .\.'Illn«'ll.—\‘

few fall fish runninge late and

I also a distaste
\\‘Il‘*'\‘d\\l to eat a »ll.‘l\\lliln_ fish

can be formed

Vials o
hoth Indians  and
N« ver i our hest seasons could
1000 bbls. have been exported from the Bay of Chaleur, one tifth of
\\lu_.wl it is to-day. The commencement of canning in 1860 did niot tend
to mmprove matters as sometimes it raised the price. ~ Any regula
tions made were by the sessions, a hody of magistrates .Illl;‘l'w\[l‘(l in

the fisheries, and one of the netters the overseer. In thosoe times,when
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netting was no longer tenable in the estuary, owinge to the fouline of

H‘.rnl‘l\Xin- fisherman would up stakoes mlv\'m: to l‘n;n'! of tide
unongst the islands,closing up the channel . For vear the salmon sufh
cient to keep one small cannine establishment rmonnine were hauled
me of them 20 miles.  On the advent of confederation a chanee
took ]»I:lw- Indians were restrieted and scon CoOmpr Hed to nlx:!nlll“'n
. 1y \,\lill‘» Woere ol ‘~‘.:I|},l‘\. l«l"‘ lf“"?:lllli'1'~4'|:|r»::<i~
m tide \~.;\I\'|ullr|' l<';ll|.‘tiw|. no \ll'»\lll: of’ nets  allowed and- the
presence of anglers on the rivers assisted their protection.  Such is
20 \.\lx(llhi\ of the salmon fisheries from 1837 to 1871 I revious to
1837 1 believe fish were ]n|\'||li~-1: as I have heard stories of the older
<ettlars getting big hauls and the Indians s :‘/:lx; theom and eutting
the seine. Prior to t! e advent of lnmbering in 1830 there were but
fow settlers on the river, as the lad er was the main inducement to
settle,  On the adveit of the through mailway in 1876 canning ceas
[ tl Il".'ll‘l_\ :I“ over X}H' 'H’lr\ ill(’l'\ and \llimm‘llf\ of 1 \ll ‘illl]l“ll was
the order of the tl;ll\' t that thme one freezer existed in the Bay
now there are come 17 having wmore or  less salmon. and for the 3
months of the present year—June, July and  August 750,000 1hs
have found their way to Uncle Sam, irrespective of the shipments to
Canada west, tg NovagScotia and New Brunswick, for although
toth last named places have salmon of their own, our shippers will
tell you guite a quantity goes to towns in both provinees from our
northemn 'r.'l'\'. Still, no doubt, since fishing closed the freezers ]1'1\'-
added their (quota and some 25,000 1bs. have been ealled lI]'HII from
the Fraser River to supp ly the demand. The question now is are
the salmon fisheries inereasing or ,diminishing 7 Every unbiased
]rl':u-lit';ll Ii\l!«'l'llmll W IH t« ” you the salimon have ili('“‘:]‘« ~i these last
12 years, and during the last five, the supply has been wonderfully
uniform, and unless from local causes such as storms, or injury to
nets, a god d, faar 'i\l!l'!'_\' has been obtained 1n many loealities extra to
what was expected.  Had no restrictions or Licensee Law  heen in
force, no doubt netting would have been largely inercased, as 1 hay
seen fifty new .n]mlu.m'»n\ for net fisheries in one year in one divi
sion refused.  Ow ing to the Government affirming their right to re
Sume, n event of li";ll}l Ol l'«‘HIH\iiI of a LU'"!I“'I all salmon net
stations, the netters have formed an association to resist this en
croachment on what they claim as their richts, and ask the Govern
ment to grant or to acknowledge these rights in perpituity to them
their heirs or assigns.  Now if they owned these rights, as they
claim “why ask it 77 According to English law and decisions the
crown is only custodian of tidal waters for the public and they
cannot be .1|i«"3|:|h't|. unless for some ‘»lll'lil' benefit of '__"l‘lll‘l'.'ll llli“l'\
and tidal water is defined as being below high water mark where
tide ebbs and Hows.
Certainly the netters cannot with any grace re fuse the general
|.1|| lic and to those ”l"”"“"““' rs who I»\ iaw have a right (\\lll(ln




the tidal netter

has not) to take fish whilst ]:|~~~-.l\;‘ -"‘1'”‘-..'“"
water. a small share of the tish which he |r|'1'llli"' to  pass s e
Allow me to suggest to the Denavtin

of settling this question

nt of Fisheries another mod
In Scotland, in firths, estnaries and rivers
the seine is used for sahmon tishing, In the Bay of Fundy the swe
or drift net gilling the fish is used, also this net is used in the
River to the exclusion of anv other
“i\\ Y

Frase
it is also used on the (‘olumbia
Why not allow it in Bay Chaleur with certain lenoth
s1ze of Iill'\h‘ and '_"l\:.ll"_" the w! '.\\l

A \\\;\\\‘

vl\ \\\\‘.\\\,_‘ \ \.‘\\‘\

cgeneral 1"1\ lic a chance to 'A;fm oWt ‘~ \\‘u\\\l\\“

cipate by paying a license fee and doing away with all  the “'\‘il X \\\ the £
stationary nets and pickets. - That salmon can be eaught ‘T\" U‘“L quent '\\”“ o
mode 1s undoubted and if the week]v elose time is observe | sufhicrent \‘”‘." ‘\\\\\ A\

fish would reach the fresh water.  Even in a fresh water + The

l‘l\\" the
drift net cannot take all the tish, if so, there would have been none il
the Restigouche vears ago

Quite a change has talien
Vears ago.

lace on the dear old miver sinee H

. &
auetion 1\‘\\\\
. * R :
Islands have been Swept away, others lIH‘I'Wl\'""- 'J\H”\M‘ th for & dis
: L e ; \
flats on its banks where the wooded protection was ent down swept upot ling stre
off by ice and water. The silt held in  solution by the river m et
spring, inereased by the lambermen driving on the smaller branches

and cutting through the alluvials in the brooks to float
when met at its

wlib
l||1']llln\w’1'. eV ‘\\‘\ )
month ‘\ the reaction ol the tides, Lecame |l\.-‘.\,\';[» to ANE -y
ed, ereating middle ars and extending banks, closing up many chan
ll!"l\ \ u can see

now the

hones of some old vessels anid
French war hips sunk \..\' the Enclish in 1774 some five mile
where a schooner wonld tloat to-dav.

to he

3 ;\’u‘\ .

In those ;[1»1;'\ old times no

laws were in force (if there were anv' they were dead letter) respect
mg the mode or time of salmon fishing " Whilst fish were running
close to shiore in early spring the net would be set from sghue rock
having a favorable eddy, later used to drift or \\\(-A-\u-:u-h net

have an alloted ‘hi~'(‘-' of river or the ]);U‘Y:n
first. '

Wi HH

i would take turns about
ihe indians and whites, both in August and  Sept would go

100 miles above tide water after the fish, but as many of the ‘."Ml\
are very nln-c-‘» a remnant must have e od

The indians would
1~.n1||l||u1)\)' start in a b \n‘)- on \‘\ull.l:L\- Im.,-”'”l._,. |m|~- all day ”““ con

‘\\\'
\'\n"“‘*”‘“

tinue poling and spearing up-stream all night. The tish caught were
split and buried under the gravel in some

Y Mo
l\‘\u“"‘\‘ N \\A
‘\\‘A' ay "'
Messrs: ¥
Mr “‘..qvu

Aol
\';\\\\\'\"\\“\\
\"\\""\'“. \'\\'\
., SV
of the small cold brooks Capl s, S8
T . ' , g A Mest™ Giyd
1e) .\\un\'l keep on for three days in this manner and on return w. V. Chy<
take in the flsh, finishing up by Saturday might. When they went c.¥F. “M\\\“
t(i head waters it took two weeks, and they used to carry a }'“Ni"” }. & .
of «alt. At this time the debris of the torches (of bark) would lie
along the beaches and shores like winrows of hay

Our beautiful,
l-ll‘illx.‘n‘q'h“\' bottomed l’u'.\l.l*"'“ll('hv was the \1.””_”_.\ ‘.”n“li\l.'
Ihis state of matters was not changed in a day

The Fisheries
Department endeavored to stop thisillegal fishing, but which both
\_\'ln(w und indians believed they were perfectly justified in continu-
ing, particularly as thé rivers were leased to a few individuals, ignor-



{

The means at I'I-"“\lmwll of the I’v]nll'llm'llt

"“‘T”r; ing all other rights.
his Net were also ill:l'lm|ll:l:t' to l)l'ulwl'l_\ protect the l;ll'gn- extent of rivers,
f' 1 estuary and coast Of course the netters did not like to be curtailed
A rivy inany manner, and it was impossible to cause the weekly close time
* SWey to be observed as it required, and as usual in all such cases the officer
' Frag, who ;lllvllllll'wl to put restrictive reculations in foree had to. bear the
lum| P hlam '
th and The l‘HHH'\\iHH‘ ||u\\r\|‘l', of “i]ulli.‘lll lig]nh in Fluvial waters
| j‘lll;'r (']um;r-l matters \\lllll!l'l‘fll”_\'. and 1t was soon made n]»]»;n'n'nt to
€ fixe] owners of fishery privileges, through the instrumentality of the poe
: _’.’"' ket, 1t would be their interest to protect, instead of desti Y Conse
fici nt .!u.-m}'\ the greater ]ml'linn of" these |n‘i\ ileges have I»:1~\<'l| into the
I' the possession of American sportsinen
me iy The Loeal Government being the largest Riparian  owner, only
a small portion of lands being granted. divided the rivers into sec
C .-31) tions, placing on them an upset price and leasing them at publie
vial auction fora term of years. Two of those divisions under lease to
Wept the R. S. Clab, viz, the Kedgwick and Patapedia, could be angled
e In npon for a distance of 30 miles each, but t||o-'\' |m-fn~l' |ml|lin;_f them as
Ches breeding streams without disturbing them.  For this wise act, which
"‘,"I‘ must ultimately benefit other owners and netters, they certainly de-
ISIC- serve eredit. As to the numbers of rods-- who have any vested right
lan to angle—they may be elassitied as follows :
' be Proprietors, purchasers from private parties.or from the
: crown, inclwling members of their families in 1888 39 rods
1 Rods ﬁ\llill: in 1888 on waters leased from }»l'i\illt'
ct OWNners, . D 143
ne Micmace and ‘.;Ilnll!u'”hlll ('lub members I8
"I\' .\li'llllm-)\ of ltc-\ligullt'hr .\'.‘lllllull ( 'llll' 10
110 rods

1t Total. . . :
O ”In‘l'w\\n')'q- not. however, over 100 rods in :l””l"ll‘h“';" season of
s 1888, and for which 1 ;l]»lwlul thelr scores near as ]IH“IH"
il Proprietors Fish On Leased Waters Fish
) y 2 ’
Restigouche Salmon Club, . . . 499 Messrs. Brayley & Foster. Ll
Micmn do. 10 0 Jeffers & ||w>]"l4""l\. 31
Campbellton do 10 W. J. Florence,as r¢portea in Can
Sir Geo, Stephen, .\ll":lli(%lln‘l ¢ 45 adian Sportsman, . . l."j
Capt. Sweeney, .. .o - 113 Messrs. Davis & Brown, o,
Messrs. Sage and Lawrence, 67 Upsilquitch River Lessee,. o0
W. P. Clyde. 37 Messrs l';nn':ln-” & Starnes, 20
C. F. Fearing, . 60
. 248
l & A .\ln\\:lf_ 15 -,!'\
Mr. McAundrew. . . 96 1371
Olcott & Lansing, b2 =10
\ll 'I“"I'l’-- N 1 15619
158 Fish '.|\‘:.I:‘I—'Il]: '__‘l] |bs

Messrs Wilmot,
xll' Rw"(‘l‘s. " "-.i
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tries I'r«'l"!l']'“:‘ to eivilizacion; even the Heathen Chinee is SUppos-
: . a news
paper without p l,l':::‘l'ylllll“ mezting your eye of ova or fry |»f;|m.-‘| or
transplanted in every quarter; fish of all kinds, aven tethe old John
codfish, erustaceans, oysters, lobsters sponges, and I don't

od to have made use of it long ago.  You cannot take up

. l\l]lv\\
what [ have seen 1n a repont ot ( K. Powell to 1“\?'\,4'.“.“”\ of
war, U, S0 1887, on Columbia River Salmon Fisheriés, where My
Smiley says the planting of 500,000 fry increascd the eatel by 1-

000.000 Ibs., and, in 1883, the annual inerease from 245 millions of fry

increased it to 4 million 1bs;and the fi<hery commissioners for
California declared that if the state wounld appropriate sufficient

means, they would fill the viver so full of salmon that a steame
could not plow her way through them.  Why don’t they try their
Fand on the Penobseot or Kennebee rivers, it they would guarantee
anything like that quantity money would be no objeet / It has
been contended by elose observers that not over 5 of the natural
laid ova ever comes to Le fishes, or pass the parr stage.  The prinei-
pal theatre of those abiservations has been the salmon rivers of Great
Britain, which are quite different from ours—not closed by ice for
six months, or  subject to spring or  antumn freshets as ours are.
Consequently, both eggs and fry are much more liable to destrue-
tion on this side of the Atlantic.  The egg in their rivees only takes
60 days to hateh out; ours from six to seven months. Consequently,
their fry are grown to parr before ours are hatched.  The fish seem
to run into their rivers from Feb. until Sept. In the Rhine they
run all the year round.  Our fish run in three weeks—never over
six. | have heard of salmon running into our rivers under the ice,
but do not credit it. \'c'l‘.\ often, on the exit of the 1¢¢ in \]'II] "
May, dead salinon will be found along the river, but they are uni-
formly kelts or spent fish from the previous fall. The averace num-
ber of exes in our salmon is from 10,000 to- 12,000, being as large as
peas. The herving and cod have them in millions; the produce 1s
therefore as 100 to 1, or one herring civing as much spawn as 100
salmon. This is however not so much a factor as the susceptibility
of the salmon ege to injury. In 1880 one of the keepers of the
I:i\"'l' ’l‘\\'l't‘tl ((;ltl 0we lll."ll \.\']n‘ll"\l'l' he saw over ten or a dozen ﬁ\ll
onone bar or bed spawning, he seined them off driving them to
other places. Several reasons are given for thi<. After the ',‘\”'I“
tion'of the ege from the female, if in water it will not remain sus
ceptible to in”»rr;n:ﬂimn over a mintte ; by that time the orfice in
the ege whigh should receive the milt Laving absorbed its fill of
water, closes,/and if many fish are together, the large males are con-
tinually (‘Ilili(i]]j the smaller and a large proportion of .Ihw egos go
without impregnation. Again, the eggs which may be "“l'r":””'mx
and covered up are liable to be acain uncovered by anothet “.‘I"
swWept awav by the current, or eaten up by the trout and other fish
watching for them. [f they escape all this the movement and the
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rine over vho \\_w\wll
Another trouble in our rivers, is that often in the spawning season i

t] The salmon do not spawn in

this stace addles the cor, and it soon becomes w hite j
. . Jly from s2e
o far a

the river may rise

deen water, why, ‘a ¢ 2 v fish theref 1'e, nest on the }1';]. < ;
I '\ , \.‘\\1”])1\'

hatehery, \\ ha
bars and beaches, and tl e soon. covered with jee. Th
causes the water to fall and often freezes the navel to the ice

\\.§|v|;~]»x'!';u}- s 1t litts the oraver with it [ <ee,in one report,
where Professor G, Brown Goode \(l_\\\il!!ll“!]’ os will not o
by freezing. 1 bes to ditfer from him.  Slizht frost iay not injure

but when frozen solid 1 an the eoo splits open sucn 1Sy ex
]

perience Verv often, when ice makes in our rivers, the anchor e

forms on the heads of rapids. fi iw:‘:;v."wu:iillj'wl':s until the head 1)
of water biyrsts the b ‘ ften sweeping away the whole bar and ms tha
chancing the botrom aito rrand, I have no doubt many years [ ‘

have been that the ea ton of the naturai-lala product was de- it Is

stroved. and so it will be acain ; and this destruetion, combined with watel

the dangers enconntered by the voung fishh while at sea, accounts for g [he ¢omssriet
the ereat variations we experience in onr annual supply of salmon y es, the ab
There must be reasons why one yvear shonld Pt luce 6,000,000 lhs, 3 fresh run fisl
and the next onlv- 2300000, I, therefore c¢laim for ]ni\‘Il"l ture, that up-river wit!

. 1 . 1 3 .
it preserves the eoo from the : ( spawning  season, its «-,lly‘m were
destruction .v.\ trout and oth fis] ine that period ;and placing cabiin will 1

a large num er of fry in the river when fi ) rece hemn, thus as amelt The

sisting the natural propacation, and insuring Wino a cer i h were r.of
tain stock every vear, indep n ol natural e Ither streams g can only jnd
ht on th

also ean he stocked, but as 1t is now admitted that everv ariver has
its own distinet variety or habitat, [ believe every river should ve b salmon 1 q

¢an

l<'-»lm‘|\w‘_ 1| s100¢ Trom 1ts own hsh I ]‘i\""l in hne ¢ ""ll'!"“_ ﬂ\.» :m\\l'l'\

50,000 eggs and try for three vears in suceession in the Little River

and Nouvells these rivers wer nall, compired with You ask
others, but T had been told, that in old times. salmon were taken in : for sport, or
them : in fact the w roand pools cre all th could be desnred, 4 at the conti
ard one of them was fam ‘ 3 L1 \ hed the result with the other fl
some anxiety.  Parr <howed th€first yvear, and in suecessive years concludes at
smolt were taken, both by myself and others, but no adult salmon food, where
ever “l']n‘«'llwl not even a erilse; and I was then foreed to the con- waiting, the
clusion that when the adult fi<h had returned. thev followed up the head shows
I|h‘li.ll Restigouche, their pavent river. [ do not elaim their return to which one
a river say einptying into the Bay of Fundy or Atlantic coast, hut lucious gras
l_«]'r think they will find their way back to anv of cur Bay Chaiem on a codfish
!'l\'l-!‘\:l'll.]ml.l;h \ll'. \|>lll‘l' rl:lilllx U‘ml “wx[i_’ﬂ!l("ll«‘ w‘lllllun ;.:'q-qnnl;')ll he 18 a 30 ‘»«
in Nepisiguit now. Tallow he shonld know. and Col. Walker claims last, or whe
Gaspe salmon in Grand River—hoth from restocking.  Jf this isso for every 4
and ”"""' rivers, Miramichi amongst others, which produced ¢nly \\‘[*i‘i!‘li( '
10 1b. .“\h can be made to produce 20 pounders it would, certainly, rivers.  An
\w (llllh‘ a gain, :llll] ln‘ a 1."{1”]«‘!' ill I]w (':ll) nI' lli\'4‘i<‘ll]tlll'l', \\‘l]i(.‘]l. hn:l\"ln'l"

seems t wed 1t 1 i . . \ .
eems to need it in some quarter. T am, however, glad to see many \ laid the egy
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e Mllt-l' .»;;imllvlll\ ('.H nine 6o a \“”"'I‘«'Ili conclusion |!l'ilk('i—
. . ] 2 4
noseeing, as  there 15 no ledgerdemain in the process, and

who Wi

Yy I.I '
Inge So far as to Say. “AN ‘l‘\' we-want .'(H (|||- '»|u.<|m-.~ of our own

wwer benefits are in it we want them and. if neces

hatchery, what

ary, will pay the expenses of it to retain its stock at home.” It

em as if 1t has ruined the Resticouche, as predicted

eally, does not se
In fact, there 1s quite sutficient stock for its nat-

afew vears aco

irai propa ration

FHE WHY  SALMON TALKS NOT PROBLEMS

1

this portion of my letter with a cood deal of tr.‘;.i‘};niun
1

conscions that 1 know bhuat little '\?(!“"U}l

ife tie  Unless it is some hard-headed Seot whom vou ean’t con

amonygst salmon a fan

vinee, 1t is now  venerally conceded that salmon. on enterine fresh

a abstain from food antil after the spawning }"'I‘frwf

water from
throat, the cleanness of the intes

[he ¢ mssrietion of the gnllet o

tines, the ah ence of .'lfl\?"ri'l_' ]I]\'

stric juice in the stomach of
I have taken two fish thirty miles

resh run fish will show this.
up-river with partly undigested caplin in their stomachs. but those
below the head of tide, as
eaplin: will not encer brackish water, and salmon wili not..touch
smelt The river was in flood at the time, and [ have an idea those

honrs ruwning up this 60 miles, 1

1 O

*‘vl]’.ill were taken by the fich 3

4
miles

can u“f.\ i'l‘i'_' this from what I have scen ‘(l| \.|'|1;||"|\ti'. sa'imon
nehit on the coast and fuli of food ['he 1mmediate entry uf' the
salmon in question into fresh water may have paralvzed the diges

tive powers
]l may he

You ask why do they take the fly if not for food !

| and, cetting angry

for sport, or the fish may be 1in"a eomnbative mood
at the continual ""!‘\i\"wm"- of the Joek Secots o Rangers, or ~ome .‘.t
the other flies, which it would be no sin to fall down .'m‘.l WOl "'{l’-
concludes at last to wipe 1t out by mouth, bods nr"l'(i\ If taken for
f!l \\}“*’(- \\.,”I'l []“- ".].-wll ( Hf .‘l!l_"lll,' lu' \\ i‘r I'e \\.»Iil'l Inw”l“
waitine, the expectation, the l'l“ﬁ‘" the E“’I’ when a big looking
head shows short of the fly ? .\""'3"" cast. he don’t show; now
which one will we try him ‘with 7 All this would be gone. 2\.
:TI« iwux :l'wxhu[npm', Ol ."L nice mouse llll' bait

v tan
on a codfish hook attached to a codline
(an vou tell his age,

or minnow would be
Suppose we have him and
when he was in the nver
The theory of a year old
Take a St. John, a
\"l’i\i"llit or a Miramichi 10 Ib. fish—the average weight  of '?I.U\t"
rivers. Are they only 2} years old? Why do they not :]"-'\]\
I \ y 2} . do tey 10! »
heavier? A 4 oz smolt is 20 months from the time the " parent l| if
. y, A . . L ' ‘NOW, § 1
laid the egy. until it seeks the salt water. T'his we do know, anc

heis a 30 ]mulnl('l - h
last, or whether he was ever in ',"‘r'”"‘
for every 4 1ts. he may weigh s untenable
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it does return (for they do not all return—only a small number do)
as a grilse of 3or 31 1bs,, we suppose it is 2§ years old

Our North Atlantic rivers have a notable Iw'llli:lr‘ll‘\‘ in ther
runs of salmon which is nowhere else to be found, nnless it may be
in Norway ; and that is they comeé up from the salt water with «
rash, 2 or 3.weeks, perhaps 4, in June, and then the wholé migra-
tion ceases.  In 187G no salmon was seen until 16th June. Netters
were ill vlr\lr:li) On Ill~' 22n A \i\ |.IIH car ]"fl‘l\ woere \]|i|n]n"l f.luln
Campbellton, and the run ¢

ased: not a carload was taken rafter
that. Now, this is- the anglers’ month - cool and plea-ant, no flies
waterin good shape, unless an odd floating log which keeps the fish
on the move and gives the angler a little more additional work, just
a spice of excitement when you have a fish on your hook.  Fish
steadily running up, no morning or evening fishing, it is all day
work, if you want to, and generally the fish means bhusiness. He
either will, or hé won't ; if he is not & risine fish nothing will tempt
him.  Some anglers say every fish will rise sometime. It may be
%0, but the trouble is to strike that sometime. \I\ own idea 1s that
probably not-over two fish in tep will rise to the fly at all. 1 have
fished a pool at a favorable time and could see 100 fish in a space of
50 yards, ranning into and out of the brokén water at the foot of
the rapid. + T had vo troulle in hooking and landing six fish, when
no more would rise: 6 doubt but next day or morhing a few more
would have risen. Had I peughed the pool and frightened the fish,
or had they ceme (o the gdnclusion my fly was dangerous 2 1 know
well, that before a ®admop reaches tide head he knows the net when
he nears #t about as \\3‘1,.‘1,\ the man who sets it, particularly so if it
is calh. Why should- ke not, after passing 150 stations?  Often
the netters will try to break a_school or drive them in the net, as
thiey are easily seen when calm, but no, 1 never knew them suceceed
Away they go at yeht angles and round the net. Now, where a
fish 1s oftfeved say 50 different flics in coine 20 miles of river is i1t not
reasonable to suppose, pafticularly if he has been deceived and has
a sore mouth from trying some ot them, that he gets suspicious and
sheers off’ When hot 11:1'\\ come 1n -|lll.\' t‘.:-.\ oet difficult to move,
and there will be days when a rise cannot be otitained. In fact I
think all fishine for salmon should cease after 1st Aucust The
kelt, or foul fish, is a nuisance in June on her way down and mixed
up with the fresh run’tish. No Coubt she tries the fly for food, and
she is often terribly in the way. One theory abeut. the kelt is that
she came in late the previeus year, in-November, with ova three
parts grown. I have taken them, (not in quantity) at this (mn-\
Returning to sea in June they remain out until at least the follow-
ing spring, then returning as spring fish.  Another theory is that
they are fish that went so far up to head waters that they could not
return the same year. If this is correct, then it would follow that
one portion of the year’s fish return in fall to sea and the other por-

ton ']nx‘bl'lll'_"'.
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The question is, when does the salmon first spawn

tion in spring.
Does 1t Spawn every year or once in two, or once in three \..m\/

By properly ln.nl\nw the fish the last roints can be decided and it

]“,”ll lll\n' been done long aco. It is lnlmllul that the Rhine sal-
mon only spawn three times in its existence ? If not killed what
Is it past the I»I‘M*«lillg ]wl'iml of life or does it die of
seen blind salmon; so have many Restigouche

The wmesh of the net, bound
Columbia River and the Fraser

hecomes of 1t ?
old age? I have
anglers, but nature Jdid not cause it.
across the !\‘(])‘lii was the reason

River salmon were reported as dying sure, after spawning, and many
before performing that IIH('\\‘:HN! that 4ullnn na River report,
states exvery fish might be caught without injury provided there
were a sufficient artificial stock ]Imh d, because they only die and
(. repudiates this idea and in

never return.  The Inspector for B.
In Scotland, how-

his report on the Fraser says many do return,
ever, the accepted belief is that salmon spawn yearly, and that sal
caught going to sea and ma.ked have returned in six

mon that were
and I have seen it reported that salmon enter

weeks 6 1bs, llhl\l(l : 4
some of those rivers just to look riund, as it were, and return to sea

without. spawning

[ would suggest to the proprietors of the
the Departme ntal order forbid ling the netting of trout except on the
Labrador coast, and if a settler is not able to buy a net give him one
Let me tell you it is impossible to have both sal-

Resti: mll(]w to l<f||1m‘

You say, why /
mon and trout in (quantity in the same stream, and I have not the

a.trout reaches 3 Ibs. weight in  Restigouche

\“"]ll' wt doubt before
thousands of both the egegs and

River it has destroyed very many
fry of salmon. 1 have killed, on the salmon beds, both trout and

suckers and have taken a heaped gill of eggs from each. Now, the
sucker can’t catch the young fry, but the trout, what sweet morsels
!hn\ are to him. Have you not, brother anvler taken him so full

that the tail of the smrolt stuck out of his mouth ? Instead of pro-
tecting him put a bounty on his head ! The king-fisher _:mnl ghel-
drake are both bad. but I believe the trout is worse. Again, thg net
for trout saves the smolt. Angling for trout in Sept, [ don’t fare
how careful yYou may be, (li\Il(»\\ numbers of smolt and [ would

,.,.,l,,}.” it. Trout are not near so plentiful of late years in our
II\‘] and to this cause may be ”“I"”"I a Imlllu!l of our salinon 1n-

crease.  From the returns, the main river anglers have no reason to
4|||,||]”“ but the Y did last year say that the upper lnml\“c]ltl not
y

pan out as usual. What they did catch were larger fish rea-
son for this 1s the larger llllllll'tl\ of rods on the lower ,ml[lnn of the
I'heyv had the first chance at the rising fish, and a larcer pro-

. unts of
portion of smaller sized, or younger fis he rise.  Krom all account
river in October was q\uulln']\

the guardians the stock 1 the
]mnul larger inthe U ]l\l]l]lllf(ll river,

large. The stock was also re sl ¢
The \I‘!.llufhl River seemed to have only a few spring fish in i

rver.
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From some ceuse, in July and August no fish were seen moving un-
til late in October, when the lower portion of it filled in a few days
with breeding fish. It was perfectly stocked with both parr and
smo.t. Why the old fish did not enter until so late is unaccountable:

(‘ould the continuous running of trains have produced thi, effect in
There must be some cause

low water months may be questioned /
why it has so fallen away
the regulations are properly enforced and rivers carefully guarded,’
a steadily increasing stock can l*-\ confidently looked for in the

In conclusion, I do not I""’]'l"“'.\'- but if

future




