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PREFACE,

r; publishïng the present work, the Author rests
is hopes of its favourable reception, chiefly upon

he fact that its si1ject is comparatively new.

though touched uponý by other writers in nar-

atives- of Arctic, discovery, and in works of general

nformation, the very nature of -those publications

rohibited a lengthened or minute description of

hatEVERY-DAY Li-FE., whose delineation is the chief

im of the following pages.

The illustrative, wood-cuts scattered throughout

he volume, are from, drawings made on the spot

y the Author. He originally intended giving

iews of eight or ten forts and establishments of
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the lludson's Bay Company, but has thought it

better to reduce the number of these, and"substi-

tute: for the remainder, representations of scenes

and oýjects which pages of letterpress would often

faïl in plàcing correctly before the reader.1

PRFIFACE.
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CHAPTER I.

APPOINTMENT TO TRE SERVICE OF TRIE RUDE3()lq 8 BAY Coàfpàsy.

EADER5- 1 take for gTanted that You are tolerably
ell acquainted with the different modes of life and tra-

Iling Peculiar to European nations. I also presume that
ou know something ýof the inhabitants of the East; and,

may be, a good deàI of the Americans in general.
ut I suspect, at least I would fain hope, that you have

y a vague and indefiDite knowledge of life in those
d, uncivilised regions of the nôrthern continent of
rica, that surround the shores of Hudson's Bay. 1

ould fain hope this, I say, that I may have the satis.
etion of giving you information on the subject, and of
owing you that there is a body of civilised men who
ove, and breathe, (pretty cool air, by the way!) and
end their lives in a quarter of the globe as, totally

erent, in most respects, from, the part you inhabit, as
beaver, roaming among the ponds and marshes of his

A
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native home.,,^ is from that- sagacious wheir conr
verted into a fashionable hat.

About the middle of May eighteen hundred and
forty-one, I was thrown into a state of ecstatic joy by
the arrival of a letter appointing me to the enviable
situation of apprentice clerk in the service of the Hon-
ourable , Hudson's Bay Company. To describe the im-
mense extent to'which I expanded, 1ýoth mentally and

bodily, upon the receipt of this letter,!is impossible; it
gis sufficient to know, that from that ment I fancied
myself a complete man-of-business, ant treated my old
companions wfth the condescending suavity of one who

knows that Ée is taUçing to his inferiors.
A few days after, howçver, my pride was brought

very low indeed, as -I lay tossing about in my berth on
the tumbling waves of the German Ocean, eschewing

breakfast'as, a dangerous meal, and looking upon dinner
a a species of horror utterly incomprehensible by

those who have not experïenced an attack of sea-sick.
ness. Miseries -of this description, fortunately, do not

last long.ý In a couple of days we got into the compara-
tively stïll water of the Thames; and I, with a host of

pale-faced yýung ladies, and cadaverous-looking young
gentlemen, emOrged, for the first time from the interior
-Of the ship,-to behold the beauties and wonders of the

greatmètropélis, as we glided slowly up the crowded

Leave-taking îs a disagreeable subject, either to re-
:ffect upon or to write about, so we will skip that part of
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the business and nroceed at once to Gravesend, where 1
stood, (having parted from all my friends) on the deck of

d the good ship Prince Rupert-, contemplating the boats

y and crowds'of shipping that passed continually before
'le me, and thinking how soon I was to leave the scenes to

which I had been so long accustomed, for a far distant
land. I was a boy, however, and this, I think, îs equiva-

id lent to say*S thât I did not sorrow long. My future

it companion and fellow-clerk, Mr W was pacing the

2w d deck near me. This turned my thoughts, into another

Id channel, and set me speculating upon his probable tem-
per, qualities, and age ; whether or not he was strong

enough to thrash me, and if we were likely to be good

ht friends. The ' captain, too, was chatting and laughing
with the doctor, as carelessly as if he had not the great
responsibility of taking a huge ship across a boundless

ir waste of watêrs, and -through fields and islands of ice,

)y to a distant country some three thousand miles to the
1- north-west of England. '.rhus encouraged, my spirits.4m." -1
it began to rise, and, when the cry arose on deck that the

steamer containing the commi e of the ý Honourable

of Hudson-s Bay Company was in sight, I sprang up the

,ng companion-ladder in a state of d, if not happy, at
least as nearly so as, under the circumstances, could be

-;he expectede
ý,d Upon gai m*g the deck-, 1 beheld a small steam-boat

passing close to us, filled with a number of elderly.
looking gentlemen, who eyed us with a very critical

Of expression of countenance. 1 had a pretty good guess
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who these gentlemen were ; but, had I been entirely
ignorant, I should soon have been enlightened by the
remark of a-sailor, who whispered to his comrade, Il I

say, Bill, them's the greatguns ! " 1

1 suppose the-faet of their being so had a sympathetic
effect upon the guns of the Company's three ships, thé
Prince ]Rupert, Prince Albert, and Prince of Wales, for
they all three fired a;iumber of blank cartridges at the
steamer as she passed them in succession. The steamer
then ranged alongside of us, and the elderly gentlemen
'came on board and shook hands with the captain and
officérs smiling blandly as they observed the neat, trim.
appearance of'the three fine vessels,.which, with every
thîng in readiness for setting sail on the following morn-
ing, strained at their câbles, as if a.n**ous to commence
their struggle with the waves.

It is a custom of the directors of the ][Iudson-s Bay
Company to give a pubEc dinner to the officers of theïr
ships upon. the eve of their departure from Gravesend;
and, ere the gentlemen of the committee left the vessel,
one of them învited the captain and officers to attend,
and, to my astonishment and delight, also begged me to

honour them with my company. I accepted the invi-
tation with extreme politeness; and, from inability to
express my joy in any other way, winked to my friend
W-, with whom I bad become, by this time, pretty
familiar. He, being also invited, winked in return to
me; and, having disposed of this piece of juvenile free-
masonry to our satisfaction, we assisted the crew in g*v*ng
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three hearty cheers as the little steamer d&ýted from us
and proceeded-to the shore,

The er, like all other publie dinners, was as good
and substantial as a lavish expenditure of cash could
make it ; but really my recollections of it are yery

indistinct. The ceaseless dWof plates, glasses, knives,
forks, and tongues, was tremendous; and this, together

with the novelty of the scene, the heat of the room, and
excellence of the viands, tended to render me oblivious
of much that took place. ost aJI the faces present
were strange to me. Who were, and who were not, the
gentlemen of the committee, to me was matter of the
most perfect indiEerence ; and as no one took the trouble

to address me in particular, 1 confined myself -t--the in-
teresting occupation of trying to make sense of a con.
versation held by upwards of :àfty pairs of lungs, at one
and the same time. Nothing intelligible, however, was
to be heard, except when a sudden lull in the noise gave
a bald-headed old gentleman, near the head of the table,
an opportunity of drinking the health of a red-fÙed old
gentleman near the foot, upon whom he bestowed an

amount of flattery perfectly bewildering ; and, after
making the unfortunate ted-faced gentleman writhe for

half an hour in a fever of modesty, sat down amid
ders of applause. Whether the applause, by the way,
was intended for the speaker, or the op«kee, I do not

know; but, being quite indifférent, I clapped my hands
with the rest. The red-faced gentleman, now purple

with excitement, then rose, and during a solemn silence,
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delivered himself of a speech, to the effect3 that the day
dirthen passing was certainly the happiest in his morW

career, and that he felt quite faint with the mighty load bla.
theof honour just thrown upon his delighted shoulders by

his bald-headed friend. The red-faced gentleman thén pa
calsat down to the national air of Rat-tat-tat, played- in

full chorus, with knives, forks, spoons, nuterackers, and tior

knuckles, on the polished surface of the mahogany the
thetable.
thrWe left the dinner-table at a late hour, and after I, in

company with some other youngsters, had done as much me

mischief as; we convenientl could without- risking our eve:y
detention by the strong arm of the law, we went down

andto the beach and embarked in a boat with the captain,
for the ship. How the sailors evér found her in the

darkness is a mystery to me to this day. Find her, how- C -hi ê
pre,ever., they did, and in half an hour 1 was in the land of
aRNod.
ancThe sun was Mgh in the heavens next morning when
bay1 awoke, and gazed around for a few moments to dis

cover where I was; but the rattling of ropes and blocks, whe

stamping of feet over-heýtd,& and above all, a certain hur-
its

strange and disagreeable motion in my dormitory, soon
ingenlightened me on that point. We were going rapiffly
tentdown the Thames, with a fair breeze, andhad actually

set sail for the distant shores of Hudson's Bay. What lies
upwtook place during the next five or six days, 1 know not,
Westfor the demon of sea-sickness, again completely prostrated

iq my faculties, bodily and mental. Some faint recollections who

A
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I have of stormy weather, horrible noxsès, and hurried
dinners ; but the mater part of the time is a miserable

blank in my memory. Towards the sixth day, however,
the savoury flavour of a splendid salmon-trout floated

paët my dried-up nostrils, like Il Afrie's -ale and
caused my collapsed stomach to yearn with strong emo.
tion. The ship, too, was going more quietly through
the water, and a broad stream of sunshine shot through
the small window of my berth into my breast, and

through that înt6 my heart, fillilàgit with a calm but
melancholy pleasure, quite indescribable. Sounds, how-

ever, of an attack upon the trout roused me, and with a
mighty effort I tumbled out of bed, donned my clothes,

and seated myself, for the first time, at the table.
Our party wu composed of the captain, Mr C-, a

chief factor in the Company's service, the doctor, two ap-
prentice clerks, the first and second mates, and myself

aR excellent fello-ws i» their way. Soon after this, we
anchored in the quiet little harbour of Stornoway. The
bay is surrounded by high hills, except at the entrance,
where a passage, not more, I should think, than faree
hundred yards wide, admits vessels of any tonnage into
its sheltering bosom. Stornoway, a pretty modest-look-
mg village, apparently pleased with its lot, and con.
tented to be far away from the busy and bustling world,
lies snugly at the bottom, of the bay. H-ere we remained
upwards of a week, engaging men for the wild Nor5-
*est, and cultivating the acquaintance of the villagers,
who were extremely kind and hospitable. Occasionally,
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1 amused myself with fishing excursions to the middle of
the bay in small boats, in which excursions 1 was usually
accompanied by two or three very ragged little boys
from the village. Our sport was generally good, and

rendered extremely interesting by our uncertainty aa toi
which of the monsters of the deep would first attack our
hook'. Rock--codlings and flounders appeared the mSt

voracious, and occasionally a skate or long-legged crab ti
came struggling to the surface.

Just before leaving this peaceful little spot, our cap- fc
tain gave a grand ball on board, to which were invited Gï
the élite of Stornoway. Great preparations were made hc
for the occasion. The quarter-deck was weR washed su
and scrubbed ; an awning was spread over it, which sq
formed a capital ceiling ; and representatives of almost latt

every flag that waves, formed the walls of the large and int
airy apartment. Oil lamps, placed lapon the sky-lights., soi

companion, and capstan, shed a mellow light upon the at
scene, the romantic effect of which was greatly height- ho--

enýe by a few flickering rays of the moo]04 which shot SU1
Oi through various openings in the drapery, and disported d&

playfully on the decki. At an early and very un- try..
fashionable hour on the evening of the appointed night, i E
the guests arrived in detachments; and, while the gentle- str.
men scram led up the side of the vessel, the ladies amid par
a-good deal of blushin and hesitation, were hoisted on hoü9
board in a chair. Tea was served on deck; and, after

half an hour's laughing and chatting, during which Ûme awa
our violin-player was endeavouring to coax his first daykr
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string to the proper pitch without breaking, the ball
opened with à Scotch reel.

Great was the fun, numerous were the ludicrous inci.
dents, that happened duxing that, mirthful night; and loud
were the noise and merriment of the dancers as they went
with vigorouà energy through the beiýildering evolutions
of country-dance and reeL Immense was the delight of
the company when the funniest 'old gentleman there

volunteereà a song; and ecstatic the mirth, when he
followed it up -by a speech upon every subject that an
ordinary mind could possibly embrace in a quarter of an
hour. But who can describe the scene that ensued, when
supper wais reported ready in the cabin 1 Such pushing,
squeézing, laughing, shrieking, and joking, in the vain

-attempt made to get upwards of thirty people crammed
into a room of twelve feet by ten 1 Such droll, and

sometimýés eutting remarks as were made when they were
at last requested to, sup in detachments, ! All this,
however, was nothing to the fun that ensued after

supper, when the fiddler beeme more energetic, and the
dancers more vigorous and active. But it is useless

try*g to, describe the merry scene, and I blush to, think
I have had the audacity to attempt it. ý The first gray
streaks of morning glimmered in the east ere the joyous
party tumbled down the sides and departed to their
hames.

There is a sweet, yet melancholy pleasure, when far
away fýom friends and home, in thinking over happy
days gone by, and dwelling on the merry scenes and
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pleasures that bave passed, perhaps for ever. So I
thought and felt, as I recalled t'O mind the fun and frolic
of the Stornoway ball, the graver mirth of the Graves-
end dinner, and the peaceful time when I lived. in sweet
P-, surrounded b the gentle'inmates of my happy
home. We had now left the shores of Seotland, and
were ploughing through the heaving waves of the wide

Atlantic; and, when I turned my straining eyes towards,
the faint blue line of the lessening hills, Il a tear unbidden
trembled," as the thought arose that I looked, perhaps,

for the last time, upon my dear native land.
The sea has been an inexhaustible subject for the pens

of most classes of wriiers. The poet, the traveller, and
E

the novelist, have each devoted a portion of thelir timè and
talents to the mighty ocean ; but alas 1 that part. of it

which it has fallen to my lot to describe, is very different
from those about which, poets have sung with rapture.

Here, none of the many wonders of the tropical latitudS a
beguile the tedium of the voyage; no glittering dolp a
force the winged inhabitants of the deep to seek shelter
on the vessePs deck; no ravenous sharks follow in our C
wake to, eat us if we chance to' fall overboard, or amuse f
us by swallowing our baited hook; no passing vessel
cheers the passenger with the knowledge that there are

others besides himself roaming over the interminable t
waste of waters. AU was dreary and monotonous; the
same unvarying expanse of sky and water met our gazeif a

each morning as we ascended to the deck to walk for a:
an hour before breakfast except when the topsails of our o.-
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accompanying vessels fluttered for a moment on the dis-
tant horizon. Occasionally we approached closer to each
cher, and once or twice hailed with the trumpet; but
these breaks in the gloom of our existence were few and
far between.

Towards the end of July we approached Hudsons
Straits, having seen nothing on the way worth mention-
ing, except one whale, which passed close under the stern
of the ship. This was a great novelty to, me, being the

firàt whale 1 had seen, and it gave me something to taJk
of and think about for the next four days.

The ships now began to close in, as we neared the
entrance of the straits, and we had the pleasure of s g
in company for a few days. The shores of the straits

became visible occasionally, and soon we passed, with
perfect confidence and security, among those narrow
channels and mountains of ice that damped the ardour
and retarded the progress of Hudson, Button, Gibbons,
and other navigators, in days of yore.

One day, during a dead calm, our ship and the Prince
of Wales lay close to each ý other, roffing in the swell of
the glassy ocean; and, there seeming no prospect of a

breeze, the captain ordered his gig to be launched, and
invited the doctor, Mr C-, and myself, to go on board

the Prince of Wales with We accepted his offer
oyfully, and were soon alongside. Old - Captain R-,

a veteran in theCompanys service, received us kindly,
and prevailed on our captain to stay tea. The passengers
on board were Mr F-, a chief factor, (the highest rank
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attainable in the service,) who had been home on leave of
absence and was returning to end his days, perhaps, in
the north-west ; and Mr John M-, a young apprentice
élerk, going, like myself, to try his fortune in I-Iudson"Ev in
Bay. He was a fine, candid young fellow, full of fun and in

frolic, with a kind, engaging disposition, and I formed a nu,

great friendship for him the moment I saw him, which W£,
was destined to ripen into a lasting one many years after.
Little did I think, when 1 parted from him that evening,

that we should ever meet again; yet so it *às. About
six years from the time I bade farewell in Hudsons
Straits, 1 again grasped his band on the shores of the
mighty St Lawrence, and renewed that friendship which,

afforded me the greatest pleasuTe I enjoyed in the country,
and which, 1 trust, neither time nor distance will ever
lessen.

We spent the evening délightful1y, the more so that we
were not likely to have such an opportunity again, as the
Prince of Wales would shortly part company from, us, and
direct her course to 14oose factory, in James's Bay, while

we should proceed across IE[udsoWs Bay to York factory.
We left the ship just as a few cat's-paws on the surface and

of the water gave indications of a coming breeze. to C
Ice now began to surround us in all directions, and P

soon after this I saw, for thefirst time, that monster of the
the Polar Seas, an iceberg. We passed quite close, and we 1

had a fine opportunity of observing it. Though not so and',
large as they are frequéntly seen, it was beautifully and sides
fantastically formed. High peaks rose from it on various glittE



HUDSON > S BAY. 13

places, and down its sides streams of water and miniature
cataracts flowed in torrents. The whole mass was of a

greenish-white colour, and its lofty pinnacles sparkled
in the moonbeams as it floated past, bending majestically
in the swell of the oceàn. About this time, too, we met

numerous fields and floes of ice, to get through which,
we often experienced considerable difficulty.

My favourite amusement, as we thus threaded eur
way through the ice, was to, ascend to the royaJ-yard,
and there, whilst gazing on these most romantic scenes,
to cogitate on the wonders of creation.

It is impossible to, convey a correct idea of the beauty,
the magnificence, of some of the scenes through which

we passed. Thousands of the most grotesque, fanciful,
and beautiful icebergs and icefields, surrounded us on all

sides, intersected by numerous serpentine canals, which
glittered in the sun, (for the weather was fine all the time



0we were in the straits,) like threads of silver, twining
round ruined palaces of crystal. The masses assumed
every variety of form. and size, and many of them. bore
such a striking resemblance to cathedrals, churches, ai
columns, arches, and spires, that I could ahnfflt fancy h(

we had been tramported to one of the floating cities of r£
Fairy-land. The rapid motion, too, of our ship, in what bi

appeared a dead calm, added much to the magical effect it
-of the scene. A light but steadý breeze urged her along, th

with considerable velocity, through. a maze of ponds and wý
canals, which, from. the immense quantity of ice that a
surrounded them., were calm and unruffled as the sýrface as
of a mill-pond. str

Not à sound disturbed the delightfal. stillness of nature,
save the gentle rippling of the vessel's bow as she sped th(
on her way, or the occasional puffing of a * lazy whale, JI
awakened from. a nap by our unceremonitous intrusion on ihE

his domains. Now and then, however, my reveries' were pu
disagreeably interrupted by the ship corping into, sudden ne(
contact with huge lumps of ice. This happened occasion- ani

-ally when we arrived at the termination of one of those fro-
natural canals through which. we passed, and found it an(

necessary to, force our way into the next. Thesè con- 1
cussions were sometimes very severe, and even made the ene
ship's bell ring; but we heeded this little, as the vessel écci

was provided with huge blocks of timber on her bows, stil«
called, ice-pieces, and was besides built expressly for the
sailing in the northern seas. It only became annoying gon
at meal-times, when a spoonful of soup would sometimes 1 w

14 HITDSO > S BAY.
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make a little. private excursion of its own, over the
shoulder of the owner instead of iùto his mouth.

As we proceeded, the ice became more closely packed,
and at last compelled us to bore through it. The ship,
however, was never a1together detained, though much
retarded. I recollect, while thus surrounded, filling a
bucket with water from a pool on the ice, to see whether
it was fresh or not, as I had been rather sceptical upon
this point. It was excellent, aùd might almost compete
with the water from the famous spring of Crawley 1 In
a'few days we got ont of the ice altogether, and in this,
as the ships are frequently detained for weeks in the
straits, we considered ourselves very fortunate.

I experienced at this time a severe disappointment in
the non-appearance of the Esquimaux upon the cowst.
jhe captain said they would be sure to come off to us,

ihey had always been in the habit of doing, for the
purpose of exchanging ivory and oil, ', for saws, files,

needles, &c., a large chest full of which is put on board
annually for this purpose. The ivory usually procured

from them is walrus tusks. These are not very large,
and are of inferior quality.

As we approached the shores of the straits we sho'rt-
ened sail and fired three or four guns, but no noisy
Il chimo " floated across the water in answer to our salute ;
still we lingered for a while, but, as there was no sign of
the natives on shore, the captain concluded they had
gone off to the interior, and he steered out to sea again.
I was very',i,;,much disappointed at this, as it was wholly
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É-6+,hd, and 1 had promised myself much pleasureunexpe%,U.C,
trading with them, for which purpose all the buttons of
my old waistcoats had been amputated. It was uselessi

--- hDwèver, to repm"e, so I contented ]Éyself with the hope
that they would yet visit us in some other part of the

straits. We afterwards learned that our g=s had at-
tracted theiai to the coast in time to board the Prince
Albert, (which was out of sight astern,) though too late
for us.

Our passage across Hudson's Bay was stormy, but no
one on board cared for this, having become quite accus-
tomed to it. For my part, I had become quite a sailor,

and could ascend and descend easily to the truck, with-
out creeping through the lubber'ég hole. I shall not for-
get the first time 1 attempted this: our youngest ap-
prentice had challenged me to try it, so up we went

together-he on the fore, and I on the main mast. The
tops were gainèd easily, and we even made two or fbree
steps up the top-mast shrouds with affected indifference;
but, alas 1 our courage was faiEng, at least mine was,

very fast. However, we gained the cross-trees pretty
well, and then sat down for a little to recover breath.
The top-gallant-mast still reared its taper' form, high
above me, and the worst was yet to come. The top-gal-
lant shrouds had no rattlins on them, so I was obliged to
«ghin up; and, as I worked my self up the two small ropes,
the tenacity m*th which, 1 grasped them, was féarful. At

last -I reached the top, and with my feet on the smd
collar that fastens the ro-pes to the maist, and my anm>'ý'Î'Iý
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circling the mast itself-for nothing but a bare pole, -and
the signal halyards, now rose above me-1 glanced up.

wards. After taking a long breath, and screwing up my

wurage, I slowly shinned up the slender pole, and, stand-
ing ýon the royal-yard, laid my hand upon the truck.
After a while I got accustomed to it, and thought nothing
of taking an airing on the royal-yard after breakfast.

About the 5tb Or 6th Of August, the captain said we
must be near the land. The deep-sea lead was rigged
and a sharp look-out ' kept, but no land appeared. At
last one fine day, while at the mast-head, I saw some-
thing like land on the horizon, and* told them so on

deck. They saw it'too, but gave me no answer. Soon
a hurried order to dowse top-gallant-sais and reef top-

sails made me slide down rather hastily from my ele.
vated position. 1 had scarcely gained the deck, when a

squall, the severest we had yet encountered, struck the
ship and laid her almost on her beam-ends, and the sea,
which had been nearly calm, fbamed and hissed Eke a
seething cauldron, and became white as snow. This, 1

found, was what -sailors call a white squall. It was as
short as severe, and great was my joy when the ship
regained her natural position in the water. Next day
we saw land in earnest, and in the afternoon anchored
in 1' Five Fathom Hole," after passing in safety a sand-
bar which renders the- entrance into this roadstead
rather difficult.

Here, then, for the first time, 1 beheld the shores oi
Hudson's Bay; and truly their appearance was any
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thing but prepossessing. Though only at the distance
of two miles, so low and fiat was the land that it ap- t

peared ten miles off, and scarcely a tree was to be seen. k
We could just see the tops of one or two houses in York r
factory, which was seven miles up thé river from where a
we lay. In a short time, the sails of a small schooner I
came in sight, and in half an hour more the Frances, à
(named after the lady of the governor, Sir George e
Simpson,) was bobbing alongside.ti

Mr P- , the skipper, came on board, and there T
commenced between him and the captain a sharp fire of ar
questions and answers, in the midst of which I left them s
and went on deck. Here the face of things had changed. it,
The hatches were off and goods scattered about in ail na
directions; another small schooner had arrived, and the Ur
process of discharging the vessel was going rapidly for- th
ward. A boat was dispatched to the factory with the de
packet-box and letter-bag, and soon after the Frances pa
stood in for the shore. gr

The Prince Albert had arrived almost at the same an
moment with us, and was, now visited by the second ha
schooner, which soon returned to our own ship to take be'
the passengers on shore. Those of our consort, Messrs pr(
G- and R-, with the wife of the former, were bu
already on board. These gentlemen were missionaries ou
bound for Red River Colony, and as J had some pro- sie
spect of going there myself, I was delighted to have the deE
probable chance of travelling with such agreeable com- do.
pamons. tur
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Mr C-, Mr W-, and myself, now bade adieu to
the Prince Rupert, which had been our home for such a
length of time, (but 1 must say I did not regret the
parting,) and followed our baggage on board the
schooner, expecting to reach the factory before dusk.
But, alas! " there's many a slip 'twixt the cup and the

lip9 ý1 and we had not been long under weigh before the
ebb tide began to run so strong against us as to preclude
the possibility of our reaching the shore that night.

There was no help for it, however; so down went the
anchor to the bottom, and down went I to the cabmi.
Such a càbin 1 A good-ýsized trunk, with a small. table in

it, and the lid shut down, had about as -uch right to the
name. It was awfully smaH; even I é'uld not stand

upright in it, though at the time I had only attained to
the altitude of four- feet eleven inches; yet here we were
destined to pass the night; andta wretched night we did
pass ! We got over the first part tolerably, but as it
grew late, our eyes grew heavy; we yawned, fidgetef'&,
and made superhuman efforts to keep awake and seem
happy ; but it would not do. There were only two
berths in the cabin; and, as so many gentlemen were
present, Mrs G- would not get into either of them,
but declared she would sit up all night. The gentlemen,
on the other hand, could not be so ungallant as to go to

sleep while, the only lady present sat up. The case was
desperate, and so 1 went off to the hold, intending to, lie

down on a bale if I could find one. In my search, 1
tumbled on Mr W-, who had anticipa'ted me, and



found a convenient place whereon to lie. My search,
however, was less successful; not a corner big enôugh

for a cat to sleep in was to be found, so 1 was obliged to
return to the cabin, where I found the unhappy inmates
winking and blinking at each other like owls in the sun- lE

shine. &
These good folks, compassionating, 1 fancy, the sleepy U'

youngster," urged me to get into one of the berths; C-
but, feeling my dignity as a new-made man-of-businessi Ic
considerably compromised by their friendly advice,, 1
would not think of so ungallant an action, and determined ai
manfully to sit it out with the rest. Nod went my head, nc

bang against the wall, wakening them all up suddenly;
and then, after smiling faintly at the accident, 1 made th
another attempt at sleep again. Flesh and blood could asi
not stand this: I would have lain down on the floor,1ut, sel,
ala.s ! it was too small. At last 1. began to reason thus av

with myself : "' Here are two capital beds, with nobody in-
in them ; it is the height of folly to leave them empty to
but then, what a selfish-looking thing to leave Mrs G
sitting up! After all, she won't go to bed. Oh dear 1 twC

what, ùq to be done 9, " (Bapg goes the head again.) w6-
cI You'd better turn in,'-' says Mr G . Again 1 pro- ma.L

test that 1 cannot tWnk of it ; but my eyes won't keep 1
open to, look him, in the face. At last my scruples, I blush was
to say it, were overcome, and 1 allowed myself to be half herc

forced into the berth, while Mr R- , taking advantage Lon,
of the confusion thus occasioned, vanished into the other duck

like a harlequin. Poor Mr and Mrs G- laid their the

20 HUDSON 8 BAY.
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innocent heads side by side upon the table, and snored in
concert.

How long 1 slept I know not; but, long belbre day,> a
tremendous thumping awoke me, and after 1 had col-

lected myself enough to understand it, 1 found that the
schooner was grounding. Oh 1 " thought I, and, being
utterly incapable of thinking or sayîng more, I fell back
on the pffiow agam sound asleep, and did not awake till
long after day-break.

The morning was beautiful ; but we were still aground,
and from what the skipper said, there appeared to be
no prospect of getting ashore till the afternoon. Our
patience, ho*wever, was not tried so long; for, early in
the day, a boat came off from the factory to take us
ashore, but the missionaries preferred remaining in the
schooner. Mr C-, young W # , and I, gladly

availed ourselves of the opportunity, and were soon sail-
îng with a fair breeze up Hayes River. We approached
to within a few yards of the shore ; and I formed, at

first sight, a very poor opinion of the country which,
two years later, 1 was destined to traverse full many a
weary hour in search of the féathered inhabitants of the
marshes.

The point of marsh, which was the first land we made
was quite low, only a few feet above the sea, and studded
here and there with thick willows, but not a single tree.
Long lank grass covered it in every place, and afforded
ducks and geese shelter in the spring and autumn. In
the centre of it, the ship-beacon, a tall ungainly-looking
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'PiIe,ý rose upwards like a monster in the water : alto.
gether, a more desolate prospect could not *eIl be
imagined.

The banks of Hayes River are formed of clay, and
they improved a little in height and verdure as we

ascended; but still, wherever the eye turned, the same
universal, flatness met the gaze. The river was here

about two miles wide, andfilled with shallows and sand-
banks, which render the navigation difficult for vessels
of above fifty tons.

As we proceeded, a small bark canoe, with an Indian
and his wifb in it, glided swiftly past us, 'and this was
the first Indian, and the first of these slender craft, I had

seen. Afterwards, 1 became more intimately acquainted
with them than was altogether agreeable.

In a short time we reached the wooden wharf, which----
had rather an imposing. look, and projected a long -way
into the water; but our boat passèd this and made for a
smaJI slip, on which two or three gentlemen waited to
receîve us. My voyage was ended. The boat's keel
grated harshly on the gravel, and the next moment my

Ifeet once more pressed terra ýrMa. I stood at last on
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the shores of the New World, a stranger in a stran.,v
land.

1 do not intend to give a minute description of York
factory here, as a full account of it will be found in a

succeeding chapter. I shalE, therefore, confine myself to
a slight sketch of the establishment, and wy proceedings

there, during a stay of about three weeks.
York factory is, the principal depôt of the Northern
department, from whence all the supplies for the trade

are issued, and where all the returns of le department
are collected and shipped, for England. As may be sup.

posed, then, the establishment is a large one. There are
always between thirty and forty men resident at the post,

summer and winter; generally four or five clerks, a post-
master, and a skipper for the small schooners ; and the

whole is under the direction and superintendence of a
chief factor, or chief trader.

As the winter is very long, nearly eight months, and
the summer consequently very short, all the tran'sport of

goods to, and returns from, the intetior, must necessarily
be effected as quickly as possible. The 'cons-equence is,
that great numbers of men and boats are constantly
arriving from d, and departing again during the

simmer; and, as each brigade is co d by a chief
factor, trader, or clerk, there is a' constant succession of
new faces, which, after a long and dreary winter,- during
which the inhabitants never see any stranger, renders le

summer months at York factory thýj most agreeable part
of the year. The arriýaI of the ship from England, t9o,
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41 delights them with letters from, home, which can oul be c(
received twice a-year.

The fort (as all establishments in the Indian country,,
whether small or great, are called) is a large square, I
àhould think about six or seven acres, inclosed within

high stockades, and built on the banks of Hayes River, ce

nearly_ gve miles from its mouth. The houses are all of
wood, and of course have no pretension to architectural pll-
beauty ; but theïr clean, white appearance, and regu- su
larity, have a very pleasing effect on the eye. Béfore-
the front gate stand four large brass field-pieces; but WC
these warlike instruments are only used for the purpose kil
of saluting the ship with blank cartridge, on her arri-val
and departure, the decayed state of the carriages render-
ing it dangerous to load the guns with a full charge.ý bo,

The eountry, as I said before,'is flat and swampy, and dr-
the only objects that rise very prominently above the W*-

rest, and catch the wandering eye, are a lofty 14 out- sev

lÏM look-* of wood, painted blawck, from. which to look out for out
the arrival of the ship ; and a flag-Staff, from. which, on it i

1cýIl Sunda s the snowy folds of St George5s fiag flutter in ha-.-y
the breeze.

*Such was York fàtory in 1841, and as this descrip-
tion is sufficient to give a general idea of the place, I shall leai

conclude it, and proceed with m narrative. winy
1 Mr H- , the chief factor then in charge, received, arri

us Ver«Iy kindl , and. introduced us to, some of the gentle- We

men standing beside on the wharf. Mr C- , the

bein also a chief factor, was then taken by hiým to, the him.-9
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commissioned gentlemen5s house, while young W-
and I, being apprentice clerks, were E;hown the young
gentlemen% housé.-op as the young gentlemen them-
selves call. it, Bachelors' I-Iall,-and were told to make
ourselves at home. To Bachelors' Hall then, we p
ceeded, and introduced ourselves. The persons aa-

sembled there *ere the ýiccountant, some clerks, the
postmaster, and one or two others,, Some of them were

smoking, and some talkiné, and a pretty considerable
noise they made too. Bachelors' Hall, indeed, was

worthy of its name, being a 'place that would have
killed a ny woman, so full was -it of smoke, noise, and
confusion.

After hav:ing made ourselves acquainted with, every
body, I thought it time to present my letter cd intro-
duction to Mrs R-,'who received me very kindly. I
was much indebted to this lady for supplying me with
several pairs of moccasins for my further voyage, with.
out which I should have been badly off indeed ; and had
it not been for her kindness, I should, in all probability,
have been allowed to depart very ill provided for the
journey to Red River, for which 1 was desired to hold

myself in readiness. Young W---ý-, on the other hand,
learned that he was to remain, at York factory that

winter, and was placed in the office the day after our
arrival, when he commenced work for the first time.

We had a long and sage conversation upon the subject
the sanie evening, and I weR remember congratulating
him, with an extremely grave face, upon his havîng now
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begun to dofor hiýwef. Poor fellow, his isubsequent
travels M' the country were long and perilous.

As I have now landed the reader in a new country, it
may be well, beforé describing my voyage to Red River,
to make him acquainted with the peculiarities of the ser-
vice, and the people with whom he will, in iuMgination,
have to, assocîate.
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CHAPTER II.

DESCRIPTION OP THE RUDSOWS BAY COMPAXY, ETC.

Ir; the yéar 1669, a company wu formed in London,
under the direction of Prince Rupert, for the purpose of
prosecuting the fur trade in the regions surrounding
Hudson's Bay. Thià com-pany obta:med a charter from

Charles II., granting to them and their successors, under
the name of Il the Goyernor and Company of Adven.
turers trading into Hudson's Bay," the sole right of
trading in all the country watered by rîvers flowing into
Rudson'a Bay. The charter also authorised them to

build and fit out men-of-war, establish forts, prevent any
other company from carrying on trade with the natives
in their territories, and required that they should do aU
in their power to promote discovery.

Armed with these powers, then, the Hudsons Bay
Compaý1y established a fort near the head of James's

Bay. Soon afterwards, several others w'ere built in dif-
ferent pàrts of the country; and, before long, the Com-

pany spread and grew wealthy, and extended their trade
far beyond the chartered limits.
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With the internal economy of the Company under the à
superintendence of Prince Rupert, howeyer, I am not Bc:

acquainted ; but as it will be necessary to the reader's, TL'
forming a correct idea of the peculiarities of the countîy frc

and service, that he should know something of - its cba- th
Q+racter under the direction of the present active goyernor,

1 shall give a brief outline of its arrangements,j
Reader, you will materially assist me in my descrip.P

qvtion, if you will endeavour to draw the following land-
scape on the retina of your mind's

lis ye.
Imagine an immense extent of country, many hundred wi+

miles broad, and many hundred miles long, covered with coi
dense forests, expanded lakes, broad rivers, and mighty ent
mountains; and all in a state of primeval simplicity enl.

undefaced by the axe of civilised. man, and untenànted is
by aught save a few roving hordes of Red Indians, and nui
myriads of wild animals. Imagine amid this wilderness, a r

a number of small, squares, each inclosing half-a-dozen WRL
sin-,wooden houses and about a dozen men, and, between

rieach of these establishments, a space of forest varying
WW from, fifty to, three hundred miles in length, and you will wh-51tî

MM Rivbave a pretty correct idea of the Hudson's Bay Com-
panyes territories, and of the number of, and distance rite-
between, theîr forts. The idea, howeyer, may be still Pre
more correctly obtained, by imagm*u*ng populous Great

Britain converted inté a wilderness and planted in the The
lishimiddle of Ruperts Land; the Company, in that case,

ïMi would build three forts in it, one at the Landes-end, one Sou,
in Wales, and one in the Highlands; so that irf Britain east

jî;
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there would be but three hamlets, with a population of
Some thirty men, half-a-dozen women, and a few children 1
The Company's poste extend, with these intervalis between,
Irom the Atlantic to the Pacifie ý Ocean, and &om within
the Aretîc Circle to the northern boundaries of the United
States.

Throughout this immense country there are probably
not more -ladies than would suffice to form. half-a-dozen
quadrilles; and 'these, poor banished creatures 1 are
chiefly the wives of the principal gentlemen connected
with the fur trade. The rest of the female population
consist chiefly of -half-breeds and Indians; the latter
entirely devoid of education, and the former as much
enliglitened as can be expected from. those whose life
is spent in such a country. Even these are not very
numerous, and yet, without them, the men would be in
a sad condition, for they are the only tailors and washer-

women in the country, and make all the mittens, mocca-
sms, fur caps, deer-skin coats, &c. &c., worn in the land.

There are one or two favoured spote, however, into
which a missionary or two have penetrated; and'in Red
River settlement, the ouly célony in the Companys ter-

ritories, there are several churches, and clergymen, both
Protestant and ]Roman Catholic.

The country is divided into four large departments,.
The Northern department, which includes aJl the estabL
lishments in» the far north and frozen regions ; the

Southern departmënt, including -those to the south and
east of this, the posts at the head of James's Bay and
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along the shores of Lake Superior ; the Montmal dolo
partment, including the couritry in the neighbourhood of
Montroal, up the Ottawa River, and along the north

shore of the Gulf ôf St Lawrence and Esquimaux Bay;
and the Columbia department, which comprehends an
immense extent of country to the west of the Rocky
Mountains, including the liregon territory, whl*éh, al-
though the Rudson's Bay Company still. trade in it,.now
belongs, as every one îs aware, to the Americans.

These departments are divided into a number of di&
tricts, each under the direction of au influential officer,
and these again are subdivided into numerous establish«.
ments, forts, posta., and outposts.

The naine of fort, as already remarked, is given to
nearly aR the posts in' the country, but some -ot them

certainly do not merit the name; indeed, few of them do.
The only two in the country that are real, bondfide forts,
are Fort Garry and the Stone fort in the'colony of Red
River, which are surrounded by stone waUs with bastions
at the corners. The others are merely defendedby

wooden pic-ets or stockades: and a few, where the Indjýns
are quiet and harmIess, are entirely destitute of defence
of any kind. Some of the chief posts have a complement
of about thirty or forty men; but most of them. have

only ten, five, fuiur, and even two, besides the gentleman
in charge. As, in most instances, these posts are pLmted
in a wilderness, far from. men, and the inhabitants have
only the society of euh other, some idea may be formed
of the solitary life led by many of the Companyýs servants.
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York Fort (the depôt.)
Chur(,,hîâ.
Severn.
Oxford Rouse.
Trout Lake Home.
Norway House.
Nelâon River House.
Berens River Houfw.
Red River Colony.
Fort Garry.
Stone Fort.
Manîtoba House.
Fort Pelly.
Cumberland House.

Carlton Home.
Fort Pitt.
Edmonton.

Rocky Mountdn House.
Fort Assinaboïne.
Jasper'# House.
'Henry"& House.
Foft Chipewyau.
Fort Vermillon.
Fort Dunvegan.
Fort Simpson.
Fort Norman.
Fort Good Hope.
Fort Halkett.
Fort Resolution.
Peel's River.
Fort Alexander.
Rat Portage Home.
Fort Frances.
Iole à la Crome.

SOUTItuas DEPÀRTMElVT.

moose Factory (the depôt.)
Rupert's House.
Fort George.
Michiskan.
Albany.
Lac Seul.
Kinogomousse.
Matawagamingue.
Kuckatoosh.
New Brunswick.
Abitibi.

Temiscamingue.
Grand Lac.
Trout Lake.

Matarva.
Canasicomica.
Lacloche.
Saidt de Ste Maria.
Fort WMiam.
Pie House.
Mchipicoton.
Bachiwino.

The following is a list of the forts in the four different
departments, m correctly given as possible ; but, owmg

to the great number in the country., the constant aban-
doning of old, and cmtablishing of new forts, it in difficult
to get at a perfectly correct knowledge of their number
and names :

NOUTU»nx DnPABTXIClVT.
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Washwonaby.
Pike Lake.

Temagamy.
Green làke.
MÏBR*Bague.
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Lachine (t#e depôt.)
Rivière du Moine.
Lac des Allumettes.
Fort Coulonge.
Rivière Desert.
Lac des Sables.
Lake of Two Mountains.
Kikandatch.
Weymontachingue.
Rat River.

oushwan.
chicoutimie.
Lake St Johns.

,,,,/Tadousac.
Isle Jérénu*e.
Port Neuf.

Goodbout.
Tn«*ty River.

Seven blands.
mingan.
Nabisippi.
Natosquene.
Musquarrè.
Fort Nascopie.

Mainewan Lake.
Sandy Banks.
Gull Islands.

Northwest River.
Rigolet.
Kiboksk.
Eyelick.

COLUMIMA DEPARTMENT.

Fort Vancouver (the depôt.)
Fort George.
Nez Percé.
Ockanagain.
Colvile.
Fort Hall.

Thompson's River.
Fort Lahgley.
Cootanies.

Flat-head Post.
Nisqually.

xandria.
Fort Chilcotin.
Fort James.
Fort Fluz Cuz.
Babine Lake.
And an agency in the Sand-

wich Islands.

There are seven différent grades in the service. First,
the labourer, who is ready to turn his band to any thing;
to, become a trapper, fisherman, or rough carpenter, at
the shdrtest notice. He is, generally employed in cutting
firewood for the consumption of the establishment at
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,which he is stationed, ehovelling snow from before the
doors, mendin all sorts of damages to all sorts of things;
and, during the summer months, in transporting furs
and goods between his post and the nearest depôt. Next
0in rank is the interpreter, ne is, for the Most parte an
intelligent labourer, of pretty long standing in the ser.
vice, who, having pkked up a smattering of In is;

consequently very useful in trading with thé natives.
After the interpreter comes the postmaster,,usu'ally a
promoted labourer, who, for good behaviour or valuable

services, has been put upon a footing with the gentlemen
of the service, in the same manner that a private soldier
in the army is sometimes raised to the rank of a com-

missioned officer. At whatever station a postmaster may
happen to be placed, he is generally the most useihl and

active man there. He is often placed in éhýrge of one,
of the many small stations, or outposts, throughout the
country. Next are the apprenüce clerks--raw lads, who
come out fresh from school, with their mouths agape at
the wonders they behold in Hudson% Bay. They gene-
rally, for the purpose of appearing manly, acquirie, all
the bad habits of the country as quickly as possible, and
are stuffed full of what they call fun, with a strong spice
of mischief. They become more sensible and sedate

-before they get through the first :âve years of their
apprenticeship, after which, thel attain, to the rank of
clerks. The clerk, after a number of years' s'ervice,
(averaging from thirteen to twenty,) becomes a chief
trader (or half-share holder.) and in a few years more

C
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he attains the highe8t rank to which any one can nse M
the service, that of chief factor (or shére-holder.)

It is a strange fact, that three-fourths of the Com.
panyes servants, are --Scotch 11ighlanders, and Orkney-j PU,
Dien. There are very few Irîshme-, and still fewer

ýEngliàh. A great number, hôwever, are.half-breeds, and
-French Canadians, especially among the labourers and
voyageur-o-

Y From, the great'extent, and variety of féature, in the»
MV,-I Y ', ý, country occupied by the fur-traders, they subsist, as may nç

be supposed, on widely différent kinds of food. In the L41-
prame, or plain countries, animal food is chiefly used, as tb
there, thousands of deer and bisons wander about, while rt
the wood& are stocked with game and wild-fowl. In other ex,
places, however,,where deer are scarce, and game not so an
abundant, fish of various kinds are caught in the rivers ha;

îf î1W41 and lakes; and in other parts of the country they live
partly upon fish and partly lapon animal food. Vege- sue

4, tables are very scarce in the more northern posts, owing col
to the severity of the winter, and consequent shortness th't',
of summer. As the Companys servants are liable, on covto be -sent from one end of thethe shortest notice latx
continent to another, they are quite accustomed to
change of diet;-one year rejoic*g M o-hujnl* thaand marrow-bones, in theprairi ewan5*es of the Saskâ At
and the next devouring hung white-fish, ane, scarce one

of Mackenzie's River, or
venison, in the sterile regions con
varying the meal with a little of that delectable sub- left.? 11.1',
stance often spoken of by Franklin, Back, and Richard- T

lq
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$one as theïr only dish-namely, * e-de-rochè--a lichen
or mou which grows on the most barren rocks, and
is only used as food in the absence of all other pro-
lisions.

During the first years of the Company, they were
much censured for not carrying out' the provision con-

tained in the royàý charter, that they should prosecute
discovery as much as possible; and it was even alleged
that they endeavoured to, prevent adventurers, not con-

nected with themselves, frùm advancing -in their re-
searches. There is every reason to believe, howeyer,
that this censure was undeserved. A new company,
recently formed in a wild country, could not at first be
expected tehave time or funds to advance the arduous
and expensive cause of discovery. With regard to their

having impeded the attempts of others, it lis doubtful
whether any one in the service -ever did so; but even had
such been the case, the unauthorised and dishonour'able
conduct of one or two of their servants, does not sanction
the condemnation of the whole Company. Besides, dis-
coveries were made in former days by Herne, and in
later years by Dease and Simpson; so'that, whatever
might have been the case at first, there can be no doubt
that the Company are do'mg'much for the cause now*'.
At this moment there is an expedition on foot, under
one of their most experienced and talented àervants, to
complete the survey of the northern coast of America,
left finisihed bý the last-named explorers.

The trade carried on bythe Company is in peltries of
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&H sort ' g, oil, dried and salted fish, feathers, quills, &c. ;
an& a liýt of some of their principal articles of commeme,
is Subjf4ýed :- -

Beaver-skins.
Bear-skins, Black.

Ditto, Brown.
Ditto, White or Polar.
Ditto, Grizly.
Badger-skins.

BufWo or Bison Robes.*
Castorum.t
Deer-skins, Rein.

Dittoe Red.
Ditto, Moose or Elk.
Ditto, p*rchment.
Feathers of all kinds.
Fisher-skins.
Goose-skins.

Fox-skins,. Black.
Ditto, Silver.

Fox-skins, Cross.
Ditto, Red.
Ditto, White.

Ditto, Blue,
Ivory (tusks of the Walrus.)
Lynx-skins.
Marten-skins.
Musquash-skins.
Otter-skins.
oii, SSi.
Ditto, fflWe.
Swan-skins.
Salmon, salted.
Seal-skins.
Wolf-skins.
Wolverine-skins.

01
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The most valuable of the furs mentioned in the above
list, is that of the black fox. This beautiful animal re-

semües, in shape the coramon fox of England, eut it is
much larger, and jet black, with the exceptiog, of one or

two white hairs along the back bone, and a pure white
tuft on the end of the tail. A single skin sometimýs,

brings from twenty-five to thirty guineas in the British

The hide of the bison-or, as it is called by the fur-traders, the
buffalo--when dressed on one side and the hair left on the other, is

called a robe. Great num rs are sent to Canada, where they are used
for sleigh wrappers in winter. In the Indian coimtry they are often
used instead of blankets.

t A -substance procured from the body of the beaver.
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market but unfortunately they are very scarce. The
ailver fox differs from the black fox only in the number

of white hairs with which. its fur is sprinkled;, and the
more numerous the white hairs, the less valuable does

it become.' The crou fox is a cross between the black
or silver and the red fox, The red fox bears a much
inferior fur to the other kinds; yet it is a good article
of trade, as this species is very numerous. These four
kinds of foxes are sometimes produced in the same litter,
the mother being a red fox. The white fox bears about
the 'sme value as the red, and is also very numerous,
particularly on the shores of Hudson's Bay. The variety
termed the blue fox is neither numerous nor very valu.
able. It is of a dirty bluish-gray colour, and seldom
makes its appearance at the Company's posts,

Beaver, in days of yore, was the staple fur of the
country; but, alas ! the silk hat has- given it its death.
blow, and the star of the beaver has now probably set
for ever-that is to sav3 with regard to men; probably
the animals themselves fancy that their lucky star has
just risen. The most profitable -fur in the country is that
of the marten. It somewhat resembles the Russian sable,
and generally maintains a steady price. These animals,
moreover, are very numerous throughout most part of

the Company-s territories, particularly in M'Kenzies
River, wbence great numbers are annually sent to
England.

AU the above anim and a few others are caught
in steel and wooden traps by the natives; while deer,
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buffidou, &c., are run down, shot, and snared in vanous
ways, the details, of which will be found in another ý part
of this. volume.

T Trade is carried on with the natives by means of a
tandard valuation, called in some parts of the country

cStor. This is to obviate the necessity of circulating
money, of which there is little or none excepting in the

colony of Red River. Thus an Indian arrives at a "fort
a bundle of furs, with whieh be proceeds to the

Indian trading-room. There the trader separates the
furs into différent lots, andYaluing each. at the standard

vàluàtion,,ý aodds the amount together, and tells the In
(who bas looked on the while with great interest and jE

a ty) that he bas got fifty -or sixty castors; at tàe C'
same time he hands the Indian fifty or sixty little bits oof
wood in lieu of cash, so that the latter may know, by

returning these in payment of the goods for which he
really exchanges his skins, how fast his funds decrease. ti
The In *--a then looks round upon the bales of cloth, V

powder-horns, guns, blankets, knives, &c., with which 81
the shop is filled, and affer a good while makes up his Bc
mind to have a small blanket. This being given him, B

the trader tells him that the price is six castors; the si
purchaser hands back six of bis little bits of wood, and se

selëcts, something else. In this way he goes on till all br
his wooden cash îs expended, and then, packing up his th

goôdi, departs to show his treasures to his wife, and ÎF
another Indian takes his place. The value of a castor is ha

frdm one to two shillings. The natives generally VM**t
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the establishments of the Company twice a»Xear-..onS
in October,, when they bring in the produce of theW

autumn hunts, and again in March, when they come in,
with tbat of the great winter hunt,

The number of castors that an Indian in a
winter hunt varies from fifty to two hundred, according
to his perseverance and activity, and the part èf the

country in which he hunts. The largest amount I ever
heard of was made by a man caRed Piaquata-Kiscum,
who brought in furs, on one occasion, to the value of
two hundred and sixty castors. The poor fellow was

soon afterwards poisoned by his relatives, who were
jealous of his superior abilities as a hunter, and envious
of the favour shown him by the white men,

.Ûter the furs are collected in spring at all the
différent outposts, they are packed in conveniently sized

bales, and forwarded,.by means of boats and canoes, to
the three chief depôts on the sea-coast-namely, Fort
-Vancouver at the mouth of the Columbia river, on the

. shores of the Pacific; Y(?rk Fort on the shores Of Hud-
, son5s Bay; and Moose Factory, on the shores of James>s

Bay, whence they are transported in the Companys,
ships to, England. The whole country, in summer, is con-
sequently in commotion with the passing and repassing of
brigades of boats laden with bales, of merchandise and furs;
the still waters of the lakes and rivers are rippled, by
the padolle and the oar; and the long-silent echoes, whith
]lave slumbered in the icy embrace of a dreary winter,
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are now Once more awakene<j by the merry vojoe andtuneful Bong of the bardty voyageur$
This slight sketch of the Iludson's Bay Company, andof the territories occupied by thein, may for the presentserve te give a sufflciently correct idea of the nature -ofthe service and the appearanée of the country: we shaànow proceed te Write of the Indiana inhabiting thesewild regions.
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CHAPTER Ill.

Tffjc aborigines of North America are divided into a
great number of nations or tribes, differing not only in

outward appearance, but aloo in customs and modes of
life, and in some instances entertaining for each other
a bitter and implacable hatred,

To describe the leading peculiaritieà of some of these
tribes, particularly those called Crees, will be my object
in the present chapter,

Some of the tribes are known by the following names
Crees, Seauteaux, Stone Indians, Sioux, Blackfeét,

Chipewyans, Slave Indians, Crows, Flatheads, &c. Of
these, the Crees are the quietest and most inoffensive;
they inhabit the woody country surroundîng Iludson'a
Bay; dwell in tents ; never go to war ; and spend their
time in trappîng, shooting, and fishing. The Seauteaux
are similar to the Crees in many respect.%, and inhabite%
the country farther in the interior. The Stone Indians,
Sioux, Blackfeet, Slave In Crows, and Flatheads,
inhabit the vast plains and forests in the interior of
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America, on the out and west of the Rocky Mountains,
and live chiefly by the produce of the chasee Theïr
country swarms with bisons, and varieties of deer, bears,
&o., which they hunt, shoot, snare, and kill in varilouis

wayst Sme of these tribes are well supplied with
pli, horses, with which they hunt the buffalo. This is a r

wild inspiritîng chase, and the natives are very fond
of it. They use the gun a good deal, but prefer the

bow and arrow (in the use of which they are very
expert) for the chase, and reserve the gun for warfare,
many of them being constantly engaged in skirmishing

with their enemies. gAs the Crees were the Indians
with whom 1 had the most intercourse, I shall endeavour

te describe my old friends more at lengthe
The personal appearance of the men of this tribe is is
not bad. Although they have not the bold daring car

riage of the wilder tribes, yet they have active-look-
îng figures, fine intelligent countenances, and a peculiar ci,
brightness in their dark èyes, *hich, from a constant rE.

'Sý Ç-1 habit of loo-ing around them while travelling through tc
thé woods, are seldom for a moment at rest. Their jet rc
black bair generall' hangs in straight matted locks over SC

their shoulders, sometimes ornamented with beaà and St.,
pieces of metal, and occasionally výîth a few partridge
feathers ; but they seldom wear à hat or cap of any kind, to
except winter, when they mak thE

in ze clumsy imitations of
foragïng caps with furs,-preierring, if the weather be elc

warm, to go about without any head-dress at all, or, if do-
it be cold, using the large hood of their capotes as a tas
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covering. They are thin, wiry men, not generally very
muiscular in their proportions, but yet capable of endu.
ring great fatigue. Their average height in about five

feet five inches; and one rarely meetis with individuala
varying much from thiis average, nor with deformed

people, among them. The stop of a Cree Indian is much
longer than that of a European, owing, probably, to his
being no much accustomed towalking through swamps
and forests, where it is necessary to take long strides.
This peculiarity becomes apparent when an Indian arrives
at s fort and walks along the hard ground inside the
wallz with the trader, whose short, bustling, active step,

contrasts oddly with the long, solemn, ostrich-like stride
of the savage ; which, however appropriate in the wooâ,

is certainly strange and ungracdul on a good road.
The summer dress of the Indian is almost entirely pro-

vided for him, by the Hudson's Bay Company; it consists
chiefly of a ý1ue or gray cloth, or else a blanket capote

reaching below the knee, màde much
too loose for the figure, and strapped
round the waist with a scarlet or crim-
son worsted belt. A very coarse blue
striped cotton shirt is all the under-
élothing they wear, holding trousers,
to be quite superfluous; in lieu of which

they make leggins of various kinds of
cloth, which reach from, a few inches above the knee
down to the ankle. These leggins are sometimes very

tastefully decorated with bead-work, particularly those
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of the women, and are provided with flaps or wingri on
cither &ide, which bave a pretty and novel appearancet

This costume, howeyer, is alightly varîed in winter.
5'i,%« 1,ý , ý!> The blanket or cloth capote is thon laid aside for one JL

of smoked. red-deer-skin, which has very much the It
appearance of chamois leather. Thiié is 1-incd with flan-
nel or some other thick warm substance, and edged with
fur (more for ornament, however, than warmth) of di&- dý

rent kinds. Fingerless mâtons, with a plue for the
thumb, are also adoptcd; and shoes or moccasins of the

same soft material. The mocawins are very beautiful,
fitting the fect as tightly as a gloye, and are tutefully

F'ý ornamented with dyed porcupine quills and silk thread of Ir
various colours at which ti
work the women are par-
ticularly au-fait. As the
leather of the moccasin is Of
very thîn,* blanket and ar

kP, flannel socks are worn undu Ck
de'neath,-one, two, or wi
even four pairs, according ME

to the degree of cold; and
in proportion as these socks

are increased. in number, the moccasin, of course, loses WC
its elegant appearance. The annexed figure represents pli

vequi
Many people at home bave asked me how such thin thi-rigs can keep inout the wet of the snow. The reader must bear in mind that the snow,

for nearly sev en months, is not even danip for five minutes, so constant blu
1î, is the frost. When it becomes wet in spring,'Europea-s adopt or-

ar F-,-nLrlish shoes, and Indians do not mind the wet. bea
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the moccasin under its most favourable aspeet, without
any sock beneath it at all.

The Indian women are not so, good-looking' as the mon.
They have an awkward alouching gait, and a downcast
look,-arising, probably, from the rude treatrnent they
experience from their husbands; for the North Ame-

rican Indians, like all other savages, make complete
drudges of thoir women, obliging them to do all the
laborious and dirty work, while they reserve the plea.
sures of the chase for themselves. Their features are
sometimes good, but 1 never saw a really pretty woman

among the Crees. Their colour, as well am; that of the
men, is a dingy brown, which, together with their ex-

treme flIthiness, renders them any thing but attractive.
They are, howeyer, quiet, sweet-tempered, and inoffen-
sive creatures, destitute as well of artificial manners as
of 8tay8. Their dress is a gown, inade without sleeves'and very scanty in the skirt, of couse blue or green
cloth; it reaches down to a lîttle under the knee, below
which, their limbs are cased in leggins beautifully orifa,

mented. Their whole costume, hoivever, like that of the
men, is almost always hid from sight by a thick blanket,
without which the Indian seldom ventures abroad. The

women usually make the top of the blanket answer the
purpose of a head-dress; but when they wish to appear
very much to advantage, they put on the cap represented
in the illustration on page 46. It is a'square piece of
blue cloth, profusely decorated with different coloured
beads, and merely sewed up at the top. They wear
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theirhair in long etraggling locks, which haveýýnot the
slîghteist tendency to cur'l, and occasionally in queum

or pigtails behind; but in this respect, as in every other,
they are very careless of their personal appearance,

These primitive children of the forest live in tents of
deer-sbn or bark; and 'ometimes, where these are

scarce, of branches of trees. They are conicaUy shaped,
and are constructed thus:-The Indian and his family,
(probably two wives and three or four children) arrive *

their bark canoe at a pretty level spot, sheltered from
the north wind, and conveniently situated on the bmb
of a small stream, where the esh are plentiful, and pinè
branches (or brush), for the floor of his tent, abundant.

SAY.
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Ilere ho runs his canoe ashore, and carries his goods and
chattels up the bank. Ris flrst businoês is to out a num.
ber of long polos, and- tie three of them at the top,

isproading them out inlhe form of a tripôd, "",He then
piles all the other polos round these, at half.-a-foot dis-
tance from each other, and thus incloses a cirélé of
nearly fifteen or twenty feet in diameter. Over the poleo
(if ho is a good hunter, and bas plenty of deer-skins) he
spreads the skin ' tent, leaving an opening at the top for
the egress of the smoke. If the tent be a birch-bark one,
ho bas it in separate rolls, which. are spread over the
polos, till the whole is covered. A mmall opening is left
facing the river or lake, which serves for a doorway; and
this is covered wîth an old blanket, a piece of deer-ski*n,
or in some inst ' ances, by bison-skin or Suffalo robe.
The floor is covered with a layer of small pine branclies,
which serve for carpet and mattress,; and in the centre
is placed the wood fire, which, when blazing brightly,
gives a warmth and comfort to Îhe slight habitation that
could scarcely be believed. Here the Indian spends a
few days or weeks, according to the amount of game in
the vicinity; and then removes to some other place, car.
rying with him the cover*g of the tent, but leaving the
poles standing, as they would be cumbrous to carry in

his small cance, and thousands can be had at every place
where he may wish to, land..

The Indian, canoe is an exceedingly light and graceful,
Ettle craft, and well adapted for travelling in through a

wild country, where the rivers are obstructed by long
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rapids, waterfalls, and shallows. It is so light thst one
manean easily carry it on his shoulders over the land,

when a waterfall obstructs his progress; and as it only
sinks about four or six inches in the water, few placeo
are too shallow tofloat it. The birch bark of which it
is made is about a quarter of an ý inch thick, and the
inside is lined with extremely thin flakes of wood, over
which a number of light timbers are dri-ien, to give

strength and tightness to the machine. In this frail
iL

tL

fr(

OU'

qllý

bc,bark, which generally masures about twelve or fifteen air
feet long, and from two to, three feet broad in the mid- netdle, a whole Indian family of eight or ten souls wïll travel frhundreds, of mfles over rivers and lakes innumerable; wnow floating swiftly down a foaming rapid, and mon CAS

opliding over the surface of a quiet lake, or making a
anpSiage over-land when a rapid is too dangerous to

descend; and, while the elders of the family assist in
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)ne eurying the canoèt the younpters run about plueking

id, berries, and the shaggy Uttle cura (one or two of which

!y are pommed by every Indian
family) search for food, or

it baak in -the sun at the foot of

le the baby's cradle, which stands

er bolt upright against a tree,
while * the child gazes upon all

q these operations with serene
indifférence.

Not less elegant and useful
than the canoe, îs the snow-
shoe, without which the Indian would be badly off

indeed. It is not, as many suppose, used as a kind of
,8kate, with which to iglide over the snow, but as a
machine, to pÈevent, by its size and breadth, the wearer
from sinking into the snow, which is so deep-that, with-
ont the assistance of the snow-ahoeomo one could walk a
quarter of a mile through the. woods in wintei without
being utterly exhausted,

It is formed of two thin pieces of light wood, tied at
both ends, and spread out near the Middle; thus 9
a -kind of long oval, the interior of which i s fàed up with
network of deer-skin threads. Strength W given to the
frame by placing wooden bars across; and it is fastened

l"ely to the foot by a slight line going over the, toe. In
eue, however, it may be'supposed that by a shoe 1 mean
an article something, the size of a mans foot, it May be
as well to state, that snow-shoes measure from four to 8ix
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fmt long, and from thirteen to twenty inches wid-e, Not-
withstanding theïr great size, the extreme ligPtness of

their mâterials prevents them being cumbroûs; and,
after a little practice, a traveller forgets that he hm
them on, if the weather be good for such walking. Frosty
weather'is the best for snow-shoe travelling, as the snow

is £ne and dust-like, and falls through the network. If the
weatherbe wam, the wet snow renders the shoe heavy,

Fïg.
Fig. 1.

and the Unes soon beg* to, gaJI the feet. The engraving
above (fig. 1), represents the kind most commonly usèd

by the Crees, but they vary in shape in different -parts
of the country, sometimes taking the form, represented
infig. 2. On these shoes an Indian will travel between
twenty and thirty miles a-ýay, and they often accomplish

from. thirty to forty, when bard pressed.
The food of the Indian varies according to circum-

stances. Sometimes he luxuriates on deer, partridgu,
and fat beaver ; whilst at - others he is oblîged to li-ve

almogt èntirely onfish, and not unfrequently on tripe-tk-
roche. This substance, howeyer, does no more than -re-
tard his ultima ' te destruction by starvation; and, unlesi

he meets with soraething more nourishing, it cannot pre-
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vent ît. When starvine the Indian wiffi not hesitat& to
as of appeue the cravings of hunger by resorting to canni.

ande balism ; and there were, some old dames wîth whom, 1 wu
hm myself acquainted, who, had at différent perïods eaten

osty several of theîr children. Indeed, some of them, it wu
Inow 9said, had also eaten their husbands.
fthe The following anecdote, related to me by a friend who1

Vyy spent many years of his life among theNorth Americaa
Indians, depicts one of the worst of these cases of can-
nibalisma

It was in the spring of - that my friend Mr C-
stood in the Indian Hall of one of the far-distant posts in
Athabasca, conversing with a party of Chipewyau Indians,'
who had just arrived with furs from their winter hunting
rounds. The'làrge fires of wood, sparkling and blazing

ing cheerfully up the wide chimne , cast a brig-ht light round
sèd the room, and shone upon the dusky countenances of the
'Iîts Chipewyans, as they sat gravely on the floor, smoking

ted their spwagans, in silence. A dark sbade lowered uport
een every face, as if thoughts of an unpleasant nature dis-

ish turbed-their minds; and so, it was. A deed of the most
revolting description had been perpetrated by 'an Indian

im- of the Cree tribe, and they were preparing to relate the
»àic-fMy istory to Mr C- .

ive After a short silence, an old Indian removed his pipe;
dpé- and, looking round upon the others, as if to ask their

re- ement to bis becoming spokesmân, related the particu-
'89 kars of the story, the substance of which 1 now give.

Towards the middle of winter,,,Wisagun, a Cree Indian,
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remolved his encampm'ent to another part of the counIryp f
as game waa scarce in the place where ho had been
residing. 11is family consigted of a wifé, a son of eight
or nine years of age, and two or three children, besides
several of his relations; in all, ton souls, including him- fi
self. In a few days they arrived at their new encamping
ground, after having su:Éèred a great deal of misefy ky C(
the way, from starvation. They were all much exhausted dE

and worn out, but hoped, having heard of bu:ffaloes in the
vicinity, that their sufférings would soon be relieved.

Here they remaîned several days without finding. any Sc
game, md were reduced to the necessity d devouring

their moccasins and leathern coats, rendered eatable by
being singed over the:fire. Soon this wretched resource
was also gone, and they were reduced to the -greatest fal
extremity, when a herd of buffaloes were descried, fa:r be

away in the prairie, on the edge of which they were va4-

encamped. AU were instaütly on the qui týive. Guns
were loaded, snow-shoes -put on, and in ten. minutes the der-

males of the hungry party set of after the herd, lea-ving theW* un r
Sag -s wife and children with another girl in the tent.

It was not long, however, before the famished party began opqr.,

to grow tired. Some of the weakest dropped, behind;
while Wisagun, with his son Natappe, gave up the chase, tap
and returned to, the encampment. They soon arrived at C-
it, and Wisagun, peeping in between the chinks of the the

tent,, to see what the womeri were doing, saw his wife Of h
engaged in cutting up one of her own childrenpreparatory
to cooking it. In a transport of passion, the Indianýrushed der,
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forward and stabbed her, and also, the other woman ; and
then, fearing the wrath of the other Indians, he fled to,
the woods. It may be conceived what were the feelings
of the remainder of the party, when they returned, and

found theiî* relatives murdered. They were so much
exhausted, however, by previous suffering, that they
could only sit down and gaze on the mutilated bodies *
despair. During the n*ght, Wisagun and Natappe re-

turned stealthily to the tent - and, under cover of the
darkness, murdered the whole party, as they lay asleep.
Soon after this, the two Indians were met by another
party of sevages, in good condition; although, from the
scarcity of game, the others were starv«g'. The former
accounted for this, howevêr, by saying that they had
fallen în with a deer not long ago ; but that, before this
had happéned, all the rest of the family had died of star-
vatio-n.

It'was the party who had met the two Indians wan.
dering in the plains, that now sat round the fire, relating
the story to, Mr C- . 1

The tale was still telling, when the hall door slowly
opened, and Wisagun, gaunt and cadaverous, the very
impersonation of famine, slunk into the room, with Na.

tappe, and seated himself in a éorner near the fire. Mr
C- soon obtained, from his own lips, confirmation, of
the horrible deed, which he excused by saying that m4o,,«
of his relations had died befoie hp ate them.

In a few days after this the party of Indians took their
departure from the house, to proceed to theïr village in

BU SON 9 8 BA-Tu
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the fbrest and, shortly after, Wisagan Wnd. Natitppe ake
1eft toi rejoïn theîr tribe. The news of their deeds, how-s
ever, had preceded them, so, they were received very YIW
coldly; and soon afteïl Wisagun pitched his tent, the other

Indians removed, with one accord, to another place, m
though it were impossible to live happily under the shadow CE
of the same trees. This exasperated Wisagun so, much Of

that he packed up his tent and goods, launched his canoe,
and then, before startin , went up toi the village, and told

them it was true he had killed all his relatives, and that thE
he was a conjuror, and had both power and inclination to coi
conjurelhem to death too. He then strode down to, the fea
banks of the river, and, embarking with his, son, shot Vq9j

71 into the stream. The unhappy man had acted rashly in lent
his wrath. There is nothing more dangerous than to ine
threaten to, kill a savage, as he will certainly endeavou'r

to kill the person who threatens him., in order to render ind
the execution of his purpose impossible. Wisagun and he

his son had no sooner departed, than two men coolly took Sffl
up their guns, enteree a canoe, and followed them. the.

Upon arriving at a secluded spot, one of them raisecl his
gun, and fired at Wisagun, who fell ove'r the side of the MO'-
canoe, and sank to rise no more. With the rapidity of
thought, Natappe seized his father's gun, sprang ashore whE

Al and bounded up the bank ; a shot was fired, which wen t can
through the fleshy part of his arm, and the next momen the
he was bebind a tree. Here he called out to the In toir

who were reloading their guns, not to kil] him, and he kill
would tell them all. After a little consideration, they POW
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agreed to spate him : he embarked with them, and wu
taken afterwards to the fort, where he remained many
years in the Company's service.

Although instances of cannibalism are not unusual
among the Indian tribes, they do not resort to it from

choice, but oýIy when urged by the irrepressible crav'ings
of hunger.

AU the Indian tribes are fond of spirits; and in for.
mer times, when the distribution of rum and whisky to,
the natives was found necessary to compete with other
companies, the use of the,111:fire water'e was carried to a
fearfW extent. Since Sir George Simpson has been go-
vernor., however, the distribution of spirits has been almost

entirely given up; and this has proved a most beneficiaJ
ineasure for the poor Indians.

Tobacco also is consumed by them in great quaiLtities«*,
indeed, the pipe is seldom out of the Indian's mouth. If
he is not'hunting, sleeping, or 1 eating, he is sure to be
smeking. A peculiar kind of shrub is much used by

them, mixed with tobacco, partly for the purpose of
M g it go far, -and partly because. they can moke
more of it at a time with impunity.

The Indian is generally very lazy, but can endure,
when requisite, great fatigue and much privation. He
can go longer without eating than a European, and from
the frequent fasts he has to sustain, he becomes accus-

tomed, without Ïnjury, to eat more at a meal than would
kill a white man. The, -Indian children exhibit this
power in a very extraordinary degree, looking seme-
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tîmes wretchedly thin and miserable, and an, hour or b
two afterwards waddling about with their little stomwls aï

Fil swollen almost to bursting 1 el
When an Indian wants a wifý, he gSs to, the fair oine a mi

father and asks hiis consent. This being obtained, he ho,
nforms the young lady of the circumstance, and theri thi:

returns to, his wigwam, whither the bride follows him, and ci
herself as mistress of the house without further sa.

ceremony, Generally speaking, Indians content. them- an(
selves with one wife, but it lis looked upon as neither ils JL
unusual nor improper to take two, or even three wives. flu(
The great oint to, settle is the husband's ability to sup-
port them. Thus, a bad hunter can only afford one wife, tim
whilst a good one may have three or four, are

If an old man or woman of the tribe becomes infirm, tor-
and unable to proceed with the, rest when travelling, he
or she, as the case may be, is left behind in a small tent exL
made of willows, in which are placed a little firewood, bofi.

Xj some provisions, and a vessel of water. Ilere the un- wilc
hain y wretch remains in solitude till the fuel and pro- in v
visions are exhausted, andthen dies. Should th scal«
be in their encampment when an Indian dies, the de. AME

ceased is buried sometimes in the ground and sometimes'à
Mit in a rough wooden coffin raised a few feet above it4. sna,

of
They do not now bury guns, knives, &c., with their dead

as they once did, probably owing to their întercourse roull
with white men. Q

The Supreme Being among the Indians is uled of C:

Manitow; but he can scarcely be said to be worshipped arra,

.Aq
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by thom, and the few ideas they have of bis attributes
are imperfect and erro ' neous. Indeed, no reUgiouis ritm

exist among them, unless'the unmeauï ing mummery of, the
medicine tent can be looked upon as such. Of late years,

howeyer, missionaries, both of the Church of England and
the Wesleyans, have exerted themselves to ýpread the
Christian religion among these tribes, than whom few

savages, can be more unenlightened or morally degraded;,
and there is reason to believe that the light of the gospej
is now beginnixig to shine upon them with bene:ficial
fluence. ii

,d thIlThere is no musîc in the soul of a Cree, and onlyg ýj
time they attempt it is when gambling, of whi( theyt
are passionatçly fond, when they sing a kind f moncs&
tonous chant accompanied with a noisy rattli 9 on a tin
kettle. The celebrated war-dance is now uo longer in
existence among this tribe. They have ly renounced
both war and its accompaniments long a o. Among the1
wilder inhabitants of the prairies, howg*ier, they are still

in vogue, with all the dismal accomPýmments of 95
scalping, roasting, and torturing/' that distinguished
American warfare a hundred ye ago.

The différent mèthods by w * the Indian succeeds in
snaring and trapping animals e numerotis. A good idea
of these may be had by ollowing an Indian in his1e had
rounds.

b 

ySuppose yourself, giee reader, standing at the gate
of one of the forts udson's Bay, watching a savage

arranging his snow hoes preparatory to éntering the
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g loomy forest. Lot us walk with thîs Indian on a viait
G i; to bis traps.

The night is very dark, as the moon is hid by thick
élouds, yet it occasionally breaks out sufficiently to
illumine our path to, Stemaw-s wigwam, and to throw tî
the shadows of the neighbouring trees'upon the
snow, which crunchee under our feet as we advance,
owing to the intense cold, No wind breaks the stillnesé
of the night, or shakos the lumps of snow off the branches
of the neighbouring pines or willows; and nothing is tIL
heard save the occasional crackling of the trees as the
severe frost acts upon their branches. The tent, at W
which we soon arrive, is pitched at the foot of an immense cc
tree, which stands in a little hollow where the willows ai
and pines are luxuriant enough to afford a shelter from M
the north wind. Jusfin front, a small path leads to the he
river, of whîch an extensive view is had through the4 Pli, opening, showing the long fantastie shadows of huge t -El.J, blocks and mounds of ice. cast upon the white snow by fi
the flickering moonlight. A huge, chasm, fàed with in
fklIen trees and mounds of snow, yawns on the loft of
the tout, and the ruddy sparks of fire which issue from f fl,
a hole in its top, throw this and the surrounding forest

SIEinto deeper gloom. The effect of this wintr scolie
upon the mind is melancholy in the extreme-causing it
to speed across the bleak and frozen plains, and itMi si t

again the warmfireside and happy faces in a far distant
home; and yet there is, a strange romantic attraction in th

5Ç the wild woods that gradually brings it bae4 again, and at,

We,
2111
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makes us impatient to begin our walk with the Indian.
Suddenly the deer-skin robe that covers the aperture of
the wigwam is raised, and a bright stream of warm light
gushes out, tipping the dark green points of the opposite

troei;, and mingling strangely with the paler light of the
moon-and Stemaw stands erect in front of his solitary

home, to gaze a few moments on the sky, and judge of
the weather, as ho intends to take a long walk before
laying bis head upon bis capote for the night. Re ïs in
the usual costume of the Cree Indians: a large leathern
coat, very much overlapped in front, and fastened round
his waist with a scarlet belt, protects bis body from. the
cold. A small rat-skin cap covers bis head, and bis legs

are cased in the ordinary blue cloth. leggins. Large
moccasîns, with two or three pair of blanket'socks, clothe

his feet, and fingerless mittens, made of deer-skin, com.
plete bis costume. After a fow minutes passed in con.
templation of the heavens, the Indian prepares himself for
the walk. Erst ho sticks a small axe in bis belt, sery.
ing as a counterpoise to a large hunting-knife and fire-

ba.g which depend from, the other side. He thon slips his
feet through the lines of bis snow-shoes, and throws the
Une of a small hand-sledge over bis shoulder. The band.
sledge '18 a thin flat slip or plank of wood, froin five to, six
feet long by one foot broad, and is turned up at one end.

It is extremely light, and Indians invariably use it when
visiting their traps, for the purpose of dragging home
the animals or game they may have caught. Having

attached this sledge to bis back, he stoops to rèc-éive bis
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fui,gun from his faithful 8qww,* who hais been watchîng his
roperations through a hole in the tent - and throwing it

on his shoulder, strides of, without uttering a word,
across the moonlit space in front of the tent, turns, into a
narrow track that leads down the dark ravine, and dimp-

forpears in the shades of the forest. Soon he reaches the
sontermination of the track (made for the purpose of reach-

.J ing some good dry trees for firewood), and, stepping into
wthe deep snow with the long, regular, firm, tread of one
theaccustomed to snow-shoe walking, he winds Mis way
revrapidly through the thick stems of the surrounding trees,

and turm aside the smaller branches of the bushes',
h.%rThe forest is now almost dark, the foliage over-head
ithaving 'become so dense that the moon only penetrates

through it in a few places, causing the spots on which it
falls to shine with a strange phqsphoric light and ren-
dering the surrounding masses darker by contrast. The
faint outline of an old snow-shoe track., at first discern.-
ible, is now quite invisible; but still Stemaw moves for-

ward with rapid, noiseless step, as sure of his way as if a
broad ýeaten track lay before him. In this manner he
moves on for nearly two miles, sometimes stooping to

examine closely the newly made track of some wild
animal, and occasionally giv*n'g a glance at the s-y cove,

to te.Mri through the openings in the leafy canopy above
when a faint sound in the bushes ahead brings him, to a his

the ç
Sqitdaw is the Indian for a woman. Squaw is the English corrup-

tion of the word, and is used to signify a wifé. that
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full stop. He listens attentively, and a noïsee like the
rattling of a chain, ià heard proceeding from the messes
of a dark ýi,d-looking hollow a few paces in front. Am.

otwrftmment, and the rattle is again distinctly heard: a
slight smile of satisfaction crosses Stemaws dark visage,

for one of his traps is set in that place, and he knows that
something is caught. Quickly descending the slope, he

enters the bushes whence the sound proceeds, and pauses
when within a yard or two of his trap, to peer. through
the gloom. A cloud passes off the moon, and a faint ray

reveals, it may be, a beautiful black fox caught in the
snare. A alight blow on the snout from Stemaws axe*.

handle kills the unfortunate animal; in ten minutes more
it is tied to his sledge, the trap is re-set and again

covered over with snow, so that it is almost impossible
to tell that any thing is there; and the Indian pursues
his way.

The steel-t rap used by the Indians is almost RI*n*lar to
the ordinary rat-trap of England, with this diference,
that it is a little larger, ils destitute of teeth, and has
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two springs in place of one A chain is attached to one
spring for the purpose of fixing a weight to the trap, w
that the animal caught may not be able to drag ît far
from the place where it wu set. The track in the

snow enables the hunter to find his trap again. It in
generally set so that the jaws, when spread out flat, are
exactly on a.level with the snow. The chain and weight
are both hid, and a thin layer of snow spread on top of
the trap. The bait (which generally consists of chips of h
a frozen partridge, rabbit, or fish) is then scattered

e51ý'
J78, around in every direction; and, with the exception of

this, nothing distinguîshes the spot. Foxes, beavers, f(
wolves, lynx, and other animals, are caught in this way, w
sometimes by a fore-leg, sometimes by a hind-leg, and

sometimes by two legs at once, and occasionally by the
nose. Of all these ways the Indiam prefer catching by cc

-4P two legs, as there is then not the slightest possibility of
the animal escaping. When foxes are caught by one gE

leg, they ofteiî eat it of close to the trap, and escape on PE

,-the other three. I have frequently seen this happen;
and 1 once saw a fox caught which had evidently escaped tu
in this way, as one of its legs was gone, and the stump si

eÈ bealed up and covered ith hair. When they nc
are caught by the nose they are almost sure to escape, Sn

unless taken out of the trap very soon after bëing t,
cauLht, as their snouts are so sharp or wedge-like tbat QI
they can pull them from between the jaws of tbe trap on
with the greatest ease. va

Raving now described the way of using this machine, frc

5
îi:ý
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6
we will rojoîn Stemaw, whom we loft on his way to the

next trap. The:ée ho goes, moving swiftly over the
snow mile after mile as if ho could not féel fatigue,

turning aside now and then to visit a trap, and givkg a
short grunt when nothing is in it, or killing the animal
when caught, and tying it on the sledge. Towards mid-

night, however, ho begins to waJk mon ceutiously,
examines the priming of bis gu-, and moves the axe in
his belt as if ho expected to meet some enemy suddenly.
The ý-îact is, that close to where ho now stands are two
traps which he set in the morning close to each other

for the purpoée of catching one of the formidable coaist,
wolves. These animals are so sagacious that, they will

serape all round a trap, let it be ever so, well set, and,
after eating all the bait, waJk away unhùrt. Indians

consequently endeavour in ' every possible way to catch
them, and, among others, by setting two traps close to.
gether ; so that, while the wolf serapes at one, ho may
perhaps put bis foot' in the other. It is in this waf that

Stemaw's traps are set; and he now advances cautious1y
towards them, bis gun in the hollow of bis loft arm.

Slowly ho advances, peering through the bushes, but
nothing is visible; sûddenly a branch crashes under bis
snow-shoe, and with a savage growl a large wolf bounds

towards him, landing almost at bis feet. A single
glance, however, shows the Indian that both traps are
on his-4egs, and that the chains prevent bis further ad.

vance. He places bis gun against a tree, draws bis aie
from the belt, and advances to, kill the animal. -It is an
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undertaking, however, of some -culty. The, fierce
brùte, which is larger than a Newfoundland dog, straîna
every nerve and sinew to break its chains; while its eyes
glisten in the uncertain light, and foam' curls from. âg

blood-red mouth, Now it retreats as the Indian ad.
vances, grinning horribl as it goes; and anon, as they

li chains check its farther retreat, it springs with fearful
growl towards Stemaw, who slightly wounds it with hiis
axe., as he jumps backward just in time to save himself
from. the infuriated animal, which catches in its fangs the

flap of his leggin, and tears it from his limb. Again
Stemaw advances, and the wolf retreats and again
springs on him., but ýWithout success. At last as the
wolf glances for a. moment to one side-apparently to

-quick as lightning thesee if there is no way of escape
axe flashes in the air, and descends with stunning vio-
lence on its head; another blow follows, and in five

es more the animal is fastened to, the sledge. E
This, however, has turned out a more exhausting

business tban Stemaw expected; so he determines to
encamp and rest for a few hours. Selecting a large

'hes cover a pateh of ground

,fý tril 
pine, whose spreading 

branc
free from, underwood, he scrapes away the s:àow with his

-shoe. Silently but busily he labours for a quarter rsnow
of au hour and then, havin - cleared a space seven oriJi, eight feet in diameter: and nearly four feet deep, he cuts
down a number of small branèhes, which he strews at st
the bottom. of the hollow, t-ill all the snow is covered.
This done, he fells tw three of the nearest trees, cuts w

:CU
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them up mto lengths of about five feet long, and piles
them at the root of the tree. A light is soon applied to
the pile, and uý glances the ruddy flame, crac
among the branches over-head, and sending thousands of

briLyht s arks into the air. No one who has not seen it
eau have the least idea of the change that takes place in
the appearance of the woods at night, when a large fire
is suddenly lighted. Before, all was cold, silent, chilling,
gloomy, and desolate, and the pale snow looked unearthly
in the dark. Now, a bright ruddy glow falls upon the
thick stems of the trees, and penetrates through the
branches over-bead, tipping those nearest the fire with a
ruby tinge, the mere sight of which warms one. The
white snow changes to a beautiful pink, whilst the stems
of the trees, bright and clearly visible near at band,

become more and more indistinct in the distance, till they
are lost in the black background. The darkness, how-

ever, need not ýe seen from the encampment, for, when
the Indianlies down, he will be surrounded by the s'ow
wallà, which sparkle in the firelight- as if set with dia-

mouds. These do not melt, as might be expecte& The
frost is much too intense for that, and nothing melts
except the snow quite close to the fire. Stemaw has
now concluded his arrangements: a small piece of dried

deer's meat -warms before the blaze; and, meanwhile, he
ýo

spreads his green blanket on Âhe ground, and fills a
Stone callumet (or pipe with a wooden stem) with tobacco,

mixed with a kind of weed prepared by self. The
white smoke from this soon mingles with the thicker vol-

FI

lie, ori
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umes from the fire, which curl. up through the branches
into the sky, now shrouding him in their wreaths, and
then, as the bright flame obtains the mastery, leaving
his dark face ànd coal-black eyes shining in the warm

light. No one enjoys a pipe more than an Indian; and
Stemaw s tranquil visage, wreathed in tobacco smoke, as

he reclines at full length under the spreading branches
of the pine, and aJIows the white vapour to pass slowly î
out of his M'outh and nose, certainly giveà one an excel-
lent idea of savage enjoyment,

Leaving him here, then, to solace himself with a pipe,
M preparatory to resting his wearied limb' for the nîeht,

we will change the hour, and conduct the reader to a
différent scene. r

It -is now day. The upper -edge of the sun has just
risenred and frosty-looking, in the east, and countless
myriads of icy particles, glitter on every tree and bush, ti

in its red rays; while the white tops of the snow-drifts, tc
which dot the surface of the small lake at which we have IL

just arrived, are tipped with the same ros hue. The siy

44*1'ý lake is of considerable breadth, and the woods on its bî
opposite shore are barely visible. An unbroken coat of E
pure whitesnow, covers its entire surface, whilst here and ti
there a small. islet, covered with luxuriant evergreens., tF
attracts the eye, and breaks the sameness of the scene. bi
At the extreme, left of the lake, where the points of a fc:-
few bullrushes ahd sedgy plants appear above the snow, a
are seen a number of small earthy mounds, in the SIE

immediaté vicinity of which the trees and bushes are eùt

.1àcl
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and barked in many places, while some of them are
nearly eut down. This is a colony of beaver. In the
warm months of summer and autumn, this Épot is a lively
stirring place, as the beavers are then emplo'yed nibbling

down trees and bushes, for the purpose of repaïrÏng
their dams, and supplying their storehouses rith food.
The bark of willows is their chief food, and all the bushes
in the vicu*ty are more or less eut through by these
persevering little animals. Their dams, however, (which
are made for the purpose of securmg to themselves a
constant sufflýiency of water) are made with large trees;
and stumps will be found, if you choôse to look for -them,
as thick as a man's leg, which the beavers have entirely
nibbled through, and dragged by their united efforts
many yards from where they grew.

Now, however, no sign of animal life is to be seen, as
the beavers keep within doors all winter; yet 1 venture
to state that there are many now asleep under the snow
before us. It is not, reader, merely for the purpose of
showing you the outside of a beaver-lodge that 1 have

brought you such a distànce from human habitations.
Be patient, and you shall soon see more. Do you observe
thât smaU black speck moving over the white surfabe of
the lake, far away on the horizon ? It looks like a crow, ÂZ
but the forward motion'is much too steady and constant

for'ýthat. As it approaches, it assumes the form of a man,
and at last the figure of Stemaw, dragging his empty
sleigh behind him, (for he has left his wolf and foxes in
the last night's encampment. to be taken up when re-
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turning home,) becomes clearly distinguishable through
the dreâmy haze of the cold wintry morning. He arrives
at the beaver-lodges, and, I warrant, will soon play havoc
among the inmates.

His first proceeding îs to, eut doWn several stakes,
which. he points at the ends. These are driven, after he
has eut away a good deal of ice from around the beaver-
lodge, into the ground between it and the shore. This

is to, prevent the beaver from running along the passage
they always have from their lodges to the shore, where
their storehouse is kept, whichwould make it necessary

to, excavate the whole passage. The beaver, if there are
any, being thus imprisoned in the lodge, the hunter next
stakes up the opening into the storehouse on shore, and
so imprisons those that may have fled there for shelter,
on hearing the noise of his axe at the other house.

Things being tÈus arranged to his entire satisfaction, he
iU takes an instrument called an ice-chisel, whieh is a bit of

steel about a foot long, by one inch broad, fastened to,
the end of 'a stout pole, wherewith he proceeds to, dig'
through the lodge. This is by no means an easy opera-
tion; and although. he covers the snow around him with
opreat quantities of mud and sticks,'yet his work is not
half finished. At last however, the interior of the hut is
laid bare, and the Indian, stooping down, gives a great
pull, when out comes a large, fat, sleepy beaver, which

he flikgs sprawling on the snow. Being thus unQqre-
moniously awakened fýom. its winter nap, the shivêr*'ng ti

animal looks languidly around, and even goes the length f(
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of grinning at Stemaw, by way of showing its teeth,
for which it is rewarded with a blow on the head from
the pole of the ice-chisel, which puts an end to it. In
this way several more are killed, and packed on the

sleigh. Stemaw then turns hîs face towards his encamp-
ment, where ho collects the game loft there - and away
ho goes at a tremendous pace, dashing the snow- in clouds
from his snow-shoes, as ho hurries over jhe trackless

wilderness to his forest home.
Near his tent, ho makes a detour to visit a marten

trap; where, however, ho finds nothing. This trap is of
the simplest construction. being composed of two, logs,

the one of which. is supported over the other by means ' el

of a small stick, in such a manner that when the marten
creeps between the two and pulls the bait, the support
is removed, and the upper log faUs on and crushes it d
to death.

In half-an-hour the Indian arrives at his tent, where
the dark e es of his wifé ate seen gazing through ay
chink in the covering, with an expression that denotes
immense j oy at the prospect of gorging for many days
on fat beaver and having wherewithal to purchase beads
and a variety of ornaments from the white men, upon
the occasion of her husband and herself visiting the post.5
of the fur-traders in the foÙowing spring,

I must now- crave the readers pardon for this long
digression, and be him to recollect, that at the end of9
the first chapter I left myself-awaiting drdorsto dèpa'rt
for Red River, to whilch settlement we will now proceed.
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CHAPTER IV.

FACTORY TO lUI) itivirýit.
t

tlO beginning of September, MrC r and Mrs M- and myself, $et
lit, Il the Portage 1a, Loche brigade, for the distantof Red River 1The Portage la Locho brigade
ict zilly numbers six or seven boats, adapted for inland

travelling where the navigat-on is obstructed by rapids,
1 4m vraterfaffis. and cataraets, to surmount which, boat and a

cargo are carried overtand by the crews. These carry.
ing Places are e, Ilcbd ortaýqes, and between York Fac.

tory and Red River there are upwards of thirty-six, of
Besides thege, there are innumerable

ra ids, up whieli the boats have to be pushed inch by f(
inch, -'th poles, for miles together; so that we had to
look forward to a long and tedious voyage,. R

The brigade.,witji which we left York Factory usually
leaves Red River about the end of May, and proceeds to
-Norway House, where it receives Athabasca and M'Ken.zie"s River outfits. laIt then sets out for the interior, and

upon airriving ýat Portage la Loche, the différent bo ats dr
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land thoir cariroce, whilo the M«Konziom 'River 'boat%,.,
which camo toumoot thom, excliange thoir furs for the

ouffits. Tho brigade thon bogins to retrace itfi way, and
roturns to Norway Ilouso, wlienco it procoeds to York
Factory, whore à arrives about the commencement of
Soptember, lands the furs, and reccives part of the Red

River outfit, with which it sets out for that 0àce m soon
as possible.

With this brigade, tfien, we started from York Fac-
tory, with a chocring song from the mon in full chorus.
The woro in good spirits, boing about to finish the long
voyage, and return to thoir families at Red River, after
an absence of noarly five months, during which time the>
had encounterod and overcome difficulties that would bave
cooled the most sanguine tomperament ; but these hardy
Canadians and lialf-breeds arc accustomed to such voy-
ages from the age of fifteen or sixteen, and think no more
of thom than other men do of ordinary work,

Mr C- and I travelled together in the guide's jl
boat; Mr and Mrs G- in another, and Mr R--
in a third by himself. We took the Icad, and the others
followed as they best could. Such was the order of
inarch in which. we commenced the ascent of Eâyes

River.
It may not be uninteresting here to describe the maM-

riel of our voyage. IÎ
Our boat, which was the counterpart of the rest, waà

long, broad, and shallow, capable of carrying forty hun-
dredweight, and nine men, besides three or four passen-
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gers, with provîsions for thomselves and the crew. li
did not, I suppose, draw more than threc fect oÈ water

when loaded, perhaps less, and was morcovor very light
for its size. The cargo consisted of bales, being the
goods intended for the Red River sale.room and trading-
shop. A rude mast and tattered sail lay along the seats,

ready for use, should a favourable breeze spring up; but
this seldoin occurred, the oars being our chief depend- 0

ence during the greater part of the voyage.
The provisions of the mon consisted of pctnican and

flour; w1ffle the passengers revelled in the oujoyment of
a ham, several cured buffalo tongues, tea, stiga'r, butter,
and biscuitl,'and a little brandy and wine, wherowith to

warm us in cold wcather, and to cheer the crcw with. a
dram aftcr a day of unusual exertion. All our provi- w
sions were snugly packed in a case and basket, made W
expressly for the purpose.

Pemican being a kind of food with which people in the ar
civiliscd world are not generall acqttainted, 1 may as»Y as
well describe it here.

is adc by tlie buffalo, hunters of the Red River' as
Swan River, and Saskatchewan prairies; more particu- fiïý
larly by those of Red River, where man of the colonists bc
spend a great part of the year in pursuit of the buffalo. eV

They ma- e it thus having shot a buffalo (or bison), they th(
cut of lumps of his flesh, and slitting, it up into flakes or fhE
la ers, hang it up in the sun to dry. In this state it is 1UýN
often made up into packs, and sent about the country te ror

be consumed e dried meat; but when pemican is wanted, MI
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it has to go through another process. When dry, the
moat in pounded botwoon two stoncs till it in broken into

Sinall pieces those are put into a bag made of the
anîmal's hide, with the hair on the outside, and well

mixed with melted grease; the top of the bag in then
sown up and the pemican allowed to cool. In this state
it may bc caten uncooked ; but the voyageurs who sub-
sist on à when travelling, mix it with a little flour and

water, and then boil ît ; in which state, it in, known
throughout the country by the clegant name of robbikoo,

Pemican is good wholesome food, will keep fresh for a
great length of time, and were it not for its unpre-
possessing appearance, and a good many buffalo hairs

mixed with it, through the carelessness of the hunters,
would bc very palatable. After a time, howeyer, one
becomes accustomed to those little pectifiarities.
It was late in the afternoon when we left York Factory;
and, after travelling a few miles up Hayes River, put
ashore for the night.

We encamped upon a rough gravelly piece of ground,
as there was no better in the neighbourhood ; so that my

first night in the woods did not hold out the prospect of
boing a very agreeable one. The huge log fires, how-

ever, soon blazed cheerily up, casting. a ruddy glow upon
the surrouhdinÉ foliage and the wild uneouth figures of
the vovazeurs, who, with their long dark hair hanzine in

w C; Cý? C;ý
luxuriant masses over their bronzed faces, sat or reclined
round the fires, smoking their pipes and chatting with as
much carelessness and good-humour as if the long and
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arduous journey before them never once enteýed their
Minds. Our tent, and those of our travelling companionz,
were pitched on the most convenient spot we could find;

and'when supper was spread out, and a candle lighted, di
(which, by the way, the strong blaze of our camp-fire th
rendered quite unnecessar ) and Mr C seating ray
himself upon a pile of cloaks, blankets and cushions,
looked up with a broad grin on his cheerful, good- tï

11v, humoured countenance, and called me to, supper, I began th
to think, that if all travelling 'in Hudson's Bay were like spi,

this, a voyage of discovery to the North Pole would be a ve.
mere pleasure trip Alas in after years I found it was M,

not always thus. Y
Supper was soon disposed of, and having warmed our- be

selves at. the fixe, and ventured a few rash prophecies brc
on the probable weather of the morrow, we spread our eai
blankets over an oîled cloth, and lay lovingly down to- sev

gether; Mr C- to snore vociferously, and I to dream
Iý of home. we-'l' îJ At the first blush of day 1 was awakened by the loud rou,

V', oo of the guide, who with the voice of a Stentor gave PO+.
vent to a 1' LèVe.1 lève! lýve!" that roused the whole the
camp in less than two minutes. Five minutes more suf- qui(

ficed to, finish our toilet (for, be it known, Mr C- and wat
I had only taken of our coats), tie up our bldnkets, and Mal

embark. In ten minutes we were once more pulfing Our
t'Il slowly up the current of Hayes River. whc

The Iêssionaries turned out to be capital travellers, and
and never delayed the boats a moment; whieh is saying thaii
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a- good deal for them, considering the short space of time
IR. aflowed for dressing. As for the hardy voyageurs, they

slept in the same clothes in whieh they had wrought
dy during the day, each with a single blanket round him, in

re the most convenient spot he could find. A few slept in
19 pairs, but all reposed under the wide canopy of heaven.

Morning is always the most disagreeable part of the
traveller's day. The cold dews of the past night render
the air chilly, and the gloom tends greatly to depress the
spirits. As I became acquainted with this mode of tra-

a velling, I* became more knowing; and when there was
not much probability of being interrupted by portages,

1 ûsed to spread out my blanket in the stern of the
boat, 'and snooze till breakfast time. The hour for

:C breakfast used to vary, according as we arrived late or
early at an eligible spot. It waeseldom earlier than
seven, or later than nine o'clock.

Upon the occasion of our first breakfast in the Woods,
we were fortunate. The sun shone brizhtIv on the sur-

rounding trees and bushes; the fires blazed and crackled;
pots boiled and cooks worked busily on a green spot, at
the side of a small bay or creek, in which the boats
quietly floated, scarce rippling the surface of the limpid

water. A little apart from the men,, two white napkins
marked our breakfast place, and the busy appearance of

our cook^ gave hopes that our fast was nearly over. The
whole scene was indescribably romantic and picturesque,
and worthy of delineation by a more experienced pencil
than mine. Breakfast was a repetitioiR of the supper of
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the night before the only difference being that we ate
it by Idaylight, in the open Mr, instead of by andlelight,

under the folds of our canvass tent. After it was over,'Ver,
Afil'j': we agam embarked, and proceeded, on our wa
i-J y 0The men used to, row for a ýpace of time, de

a pipe, so wâed from the circumstance of their taking a
.j. smoke at the end of it. Each él>ell lasted for neàr1y two w

hours. during which time they rowed without intermis.
sion, The moke usually occupied five or ten minutes,
aîter which they pulled again for two, hours more,.and so ri
on. While travelling * boats, it is only allowable to put

vlq, ash6re for breakfasi; so, about noon, we had, a cold, din-
ner in the boat: and, with appetites sharpened by expo- UT

sure to the fresh air, we enjoyed it -pretty well,
In a couple of days we branched of into Steel'River,

and began its "cent. The current here was more rapid no

than in Hayes River; so rapid, indeed, that, our oan
being useless, we were obliged to send the men whore

with the traéking line. TiýMking, as it is called, is wi-
dreadfully harassing work. -ýlfalf of the crew go asbore,

and drag the boat slow1y along, while the other half go
to Sleep. After an hours walk, the others then take dr(

tbeir turn; and so on, alternately, during the whole an(

day. in

The banks of the river were high, and very pre haÀCIPI-
tous; so that the poor fellows had to scramble along, wa;

sometimes close to the water"s, edge, and sometimes high of

UP the ban , on ledges so narrow that they could scarcély
ÎX fmd a footing, and where they looked like flies on a wall. rer
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ate bamàfis tÙO beiug composed of élay or mud, were
very Soft, rendering the workdisagrecable and tiresome;

-Ierî but the light-hearted voyageurs seemed to be quite
theïr element, and laughed and joked while they toiled
alongited playing tricks with each oth er, and plunging occa.

NO siow2y up to the middle in mud, or to the neck in water,
with as much nonchalance as if they were jumping into

ais. bed.
-est On the fifth day after leaývimg York Factory, we ar.
80 rived at the Rock Portage. This is the flrst on the route,

Mt and it is a very short one, A perpendicular waterfail,
gheight Or ten feet hi form an e:ffectual barrier to, the

upward ipro ess of the boats by water; so that the only
way to overcome the difficulty, is to carry every thing

across the flat rock, from which the portage derives its
nanne, and reload at the upper end.

Upon arriving, a novel and amimating scene took place.
qu Some of the men, jumping ashore, ran briskly to and fro,

is with enormous burdens on their backs ; whilst others
hauled and pulled the heavir boats slowly up the cataract. Ï 

1

hallooing and shouting all the time, as if they wished to,
-e drown the thundering noise of the water, which boiled

and hissed fariously around the rocks on which we stood.
In about half an bour our boat, and one or two others,
had passed the falls; and we proceeded merrily on our

way, with spirits elevated
of oür bodies. In Proportion to the elevation

It was here that 1 killed my first duck ; and well do I
remember the feeling of pride with which I contemplatedi
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the achievement. That I had shot her- sitting #bout five
yaràs from the muzzle of my gun, which waa loaded with
an enormous charge of shot, is undeniable; but this did
not lessen my exultation a whit. The sparrows I used to
kill in days of yore, with inexpressible délight, grew
"I smaJI by degrees') and comically less, before theplump
inhabitant of the marshes, till they dwindled into nothing
and in short, the joy and fuss with which 1 hailed the
destruction of the unfortunate bird cau only be compared

to, and equalled- by, the crowing and flurry with which a
hen is accustomed to, announce the production of her first

legge
During the -voyage, we often disturbed large flocks of

geese, and sometimes shot a few. When we chanced to
come within sight of one before they saw us, the boats all

put ashore ; and L'Esperance, our guide, went round
through the bushes, to the place where they were, and
seldom failed in rendering at least one of the flock hom
& combat. At first 1 would as soon have volunteered to
shoot a lion in Africa, with a Bushman beside me, as have
presumed to attempt to kill geese, while L'Esperance

was present,-so poor an& opinion had I of my skill as. a
marksman; but, as I became more accustomed to seeing

them killed, 1 waxed bolder; and at last, one day, ha-ving
come in sight of'a flock, I begged to, be allowed to try

my hand. The request was granted; L-Eýperance lent
me his gun, and awajr 1 went cautiously through the

bushes. After a short walk, 1 came close to where they
were swimming about in the water ; and cocking my gun,
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1 rwhed furiously down the bank, breaking every thing
before me, and tumbling over half-a-dozen fallen trees in
my haste, till I cleared the bushes; and then, scarcely

t-qkin fr time to raise the gun to my shoulder, banged rignTa

into the middle of the flock, just as they were g wing-
AU rose; but they had not gone far when one began to,
waver a little, and finally sat down in the water a

agam-
a sure sign of being badly wounded. - Before the boats
came up, however, he had swum. to the opposite bank,
and hid himself among the bushes ; so that, much to my

"ppointment, 1 had not the pleasure of h dfing this
new trophy of my prowess.

Upon one occasion, while sauntering along the banks
of the river, in search of ducks,/,and geese, while the boats
were slowly ascending against the strong current, I hap-
pened to cast my eyes across the stream, and there, to

my mazement, beheld a large black bear bounding over
the rocks with the ease and agility of a cat. He was
not within shot, however, and I was obliged to content

myself with seeig Ihim run before me for a quarter of a
mile, and then turn off into the forest.

This was truly the happiest time I ever spent in the
Nore-West. Every thing was full of novelty and excite-

ment. Rapid succeeded rapid, and portage followed
portage, in endless succession-giving me abundance of

opportunities to, range about in search of ducks and
geese, which were verj humerous, while the men were

dragging the boats, and carrying the goods over the
portages. The weather was beautiful, and it was just the
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àl'season of the year when the slîght frost in the morning4 felu
and èven*gs renders the blazing camp-fire agreeable, cou

UJ and destroys those little wretches, the mosquitoes. My eau
friend Mr C- was a kind and indulgent companion, bail-

bearing good-naturedly with my boyish pranks, and one
cautioning me against rijnning into danger. I had just ext(

left home and the restraint of school, and was now enter- la
ing upon a wild and romantic career. In short, every My
thing combined to render this a most a reeable and My9
interesting voyage. I have spent many a day of àmuse- sur...
ment and excitement in the qountry, but on none can 1
look back with so much pleâsure as on the time spent in his

this journey to Red River. litta E
The scenery throug4 which we passed was pÉetty and uncc.

romantic, but there was nothing grand about it., The a trE
country generally was low and swampy the highest The

Ai ground being the banks of the river, which sometimes the
rose to from. sixty to, seventy feet. Our progress in 11ill in th
River was slow and tedious, owing to the number of buffa.1p

rapids encountered, on the wa The hill from. whieh anotl
the river derives its name, is a small insignifiéah of a

lIlthe flatness, of the sui
and owes its importance to, 9 bird
country. Pluck

"Si
Besides the larger wild-fowl, small birds of many kinds They

were very numerous, The most curious, and at the'sme fond
time the most impudent, among the latter, were the W
whisky-jacks - they always hovered round us at break» aÙer

faist, ready to snap, up any thing that came within their the mi
reach, advancing sometimes to within a yard or two of eur' with

î1î,



AMI

HUDSOIÈS BAY. 81

feet, and looÈng'àt us with a very comical expression of
countenance. , One of the men told me that he had often

caught them in his hand, with a piece of pemican for a
Wt ; so, one morning after breakfast, I went a little to

one side of our camp, and covering my face wîth leaves,
extended my hand with a few crumbs in the open palm.

In five minutes a whisky-jaýk jumped upon a branch over
My head, and after reconnôl»trm'g a -nute or so, lit upon
My hand, and began to, breakfast forthwith. You may be
sure the trap was not long/'in going of; and the screeching
Mr Jack set up, on:finding my fingers firmly closed upon

his toes, was tremendo I never saw a more passionate
littllé creature in my lifý it screamed, -struggled, and bit

unceasingly, until I let it go; and even then, it lighted on
a tree close by, and looked at me asý impudently as ever.
The same day I obseryed that when the men were ashore,
the whisky-jacks used to eat out of the pemican bags left
in tiie boats ; so I lay down close to one, under cover of a

buffalo skin, and in three minutes bad made prisoner of
another of these little inhabitants of the forest. They are
of a bluish-gray colour, and nearly the size of a black.

bird, but they are such a bundle of feathers, that whèn
plucked they do not look muéh larger than a sparrow.
They live apparently on animal food (at least, they are very
fond of it,) and are not considered very agreeable eating,

We advanced very slowly up IMI River. Sometimes
after a day of th4 most toilsome exertions, duringwhich
the men were constântly pushing the boats up long rapids,

with poles, at a very slow pace, we found ouriýeJves only
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four or five miles ahead of the lut n*ght'a encaýnpment.

'Ï As we ààcended higher up the country, however, trayelhg h.
bocame more cuy. Sometimes small làkes and tranqiul to
rivers allowed us to, use the oars, and even occuionally
the sails, when a puff of fair wind arose. Omasionally

we were swooping rapidly across the placid water anon, on E
buffeting with, and advancirgagainst, the foaming current F

of a powerful river, whose raging torrent seemed to' bid ing
deflance to our farther progress : nowdragging boats and The
cargoes over rocks, an-d through the deep shades of the the
forest, when a waterfall checked us on our way; and riad
again, dashing across a lake, with favouring brecze, aà spai-,
sometimes, though rarely, were wind-bound on a small of w
islet, or point of land. the

Our progress was slow, but full of interest, novelty, Paus,
and amusement. My fellow travellers seemed to enjoy
the voyage very much, and even poor Mrs G- , to ror.

whom hardships were new, liked it exceeàingly. mea,
11ý1' On our way we passed Oxford House, a small outpostîMý whil..

of York. Factory district. It is built on the brow of a the 1
grassy hill, whieh rises gradually from the margin of tant

Oxfbrd e. Like moste of the posts in the country, it islets
is, composed of a collection of wooden houses, built in in tf

the form, of a square, and surrounded by tallstockades, that
pointed at the tops. These, howevér, -are -more for those

ornament than defence. A small flag-staff towers above
the buildings, from which, lapon the occasion of an arri- ed, is

raJ, a little red Hudson's Bay Companys flag wayes its the n
tiny folds in the gentle leurrent of an evening breeze. speck
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1-111ere were only two or three men at the place and not
human bein , save one or two wandering Indians, wax
to be found witbin hundreds of miles of this desolate

$pot. C
After a stay here of about half-an-hour, we procceded

on our way,
Few things are more beautiful or delightful than crcmm-

ing a lake in the woods, on a lovely morning at sunrise.
The brilliant sun, rising in a flood of light, pierces through
the thin haze of mornîng, oonverting the countless my-
riads of dew-drops that hang on tree and bush, into
aparkling diamonds, and burnishing the motionless flood
of water, till a new and mighty firmament is reflected in
the wâve-as if Nature, rising early from her couch,
paused to gaze with admiration on her resplendent
image, reflected in the depths of her own matchless mir-
ror. The profound stillness, too, broken only by the

measured sweep of the oars, fills the soul with awe;
,whilst a tranquil but unbounded happinesis steals over

litthe heart of the traveller, as he gazes out upon the dis- l,
tant horizon, broken here and there by small verdant 't'il
islets, floatin as it were in air. Re wanders back, î

in thought, to fdr-1ý-distant climes, or wishes, mayhap,
that it were possible to dwell in scenes like this with
those he loves, for ever.

As the day advances, the scene, though slightly chang-
ed, ils still most beautiful. The increasing heat, digpelling
the mists, reveals, in all its beauty, the deep blue sky
speckled with thin fleecy clouds; and, imparting a genial
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warinth to the body, ertiatex a mynipattintîn glow in pan
the soul. FlovkA of qilow-WIlîtti glitlm mil in gracetul liki-

pvt)lttt*lf)nlg roillid the (til)l)îug lightly in tho wator-, fow
*f to kîemq tli(%îts images. mid. riming mulidenly

lit long mp'd Wgh above the of t;
tatitintlttîl %vorid înto fliv imire sky. fill mimill white specks Aro

xible in the dimtatirv. (11), lit) flivy rime, on
ItIono Ani vi, gril
41xýrtivt% wing. till tât mtminit g eye ciui lit) 1ongor di& à Il,*
t-itigiiioqlt thom. wid flwy itro gomN 1 over

too. whirr imet În abilpid dîgltt. mtpering wido of
gýtîti liviitfing in long gracefui eurvos int»

turrtheîr murse. 11w ,qw(%et Plaintive er of the wliîp-poor-
wiU rintpq along the ghorv, and the fitint answer of hîs and

inate fimtte over the lako, titellowed by dimtmw to ré gale
iong titiv notes. rtio air is m tho witter, and twÎëit,

t1w tinmptiiretî eye gitzes iii (lr(,tttiiiy (njoy ent on 1 thun(
that i*4 tovtly and Pt gloal

art-t the plefimires of travtilling in the wil(lerneu. senfl
Let ne chiinge the pieture. Utuli,

The etin rio longer %iltititi,%4 tipon the. tranquil occue. tenta
Dark. lit%4tvv clouds (ýliý,getire the sky a ,qtiffocating hest arc -«2

déprûmos the, -spirit-4 au(t the frîinie; sharp, tindt-à
shortgmiiqts of wind now ruffle the inky waters. and the rolle(

i-41ands sink into insignificance, ws the decepifive die t(
haze- w1tich, elevated them flies hefore flie approaching disma
sumu. The ducks are gone. and the plaintive no of

tes $top Il
the whip-poor-will %re, hushed îw the increasing brecze Ne

the leafy dr.,iliery of the forest. The gulls wheel arrivc
round still. but in more râpid atid uncertîîùn fli lit, acconi.



,,.nying he'r inotIonoi w-th ohrill and itiournftil er ics,
like the dîsmal wadings of tho xpîrit of the storme A
fow drops of min pattor un the I)oato;, or plumi) lîke

âtonox înto tho witter, and tho distant m(,ýliiiii-Iioly growl
of thunder swolls tilion tim minîng gale. Uneaxy glantiom
arc em4t, ever and ation. towards c1ouds and i4hore, and

ri nibling mentencom are tittered hy flie men.
à himing motind im livard : a lotid clap of ùIlinder growls
nver-head. and thc gale, damhing the white mipray wîl(lly
bufore it, r4shem down tipon the boatm.

sA terre, 1 (1 terre, 1 " mliotit tlie mon. Tho boatg arc
turne'd towards ilie shore. and tho bendîng oars crosk
and groan as they pull swiftly on. 1 Iimm 1 whirr 1 ffie
gale burnis forth, daishing cloudis of mpray into t ' lie air ;
twîmtîng and Curling the fuani'ing water in its fury. The

thunder cramhom with fcarful noise, and the lightning
gloams in litful lurid streakm aeromm the ink-y éiky. Pre-

sontly the mhorc is gaine(l,' amid a deltigo of rain whieh
saturatois overy thing with. 'water in a fow minutes. The

tente arc pîtelied, but the fires, will scarcely burn, and
arc at last allowed to go out. The mon seck shelter
tinder tho oilod cloths of the boats; while the travellem
rolled up in damp blankots. with the rain oozing through
the tents tipon their couchos, gaze mournfully upon the
dismal scenc, and ponder sadly on the shortness of the
stop between happinew and mWry.

Nearly eighteen days after we left York Factory, we
arrived in safety at the -depôt of Norway Ilouse.

-This fort is built at the mouth of a small and slug-



gigli xtrmni. known hy flif, natun of Javik Rïvivr. Tho
houxom are rangod ïn Che forni of a m(ltt#tre none of th«m

ono Atorry in ititigt, of flieni aro wliito.,
wmltl,41. 1,110 grOIIIIII ibil w1il h 1 1 rnd aï

4 xtandm ix roeke
ý%wAlI garilvil, 1,10111poiged elliqfly of %alitl. jlitx mit froin the

mtnç%ka(Iqot liko xtrange v lat

liteixlg tif rovkx rim(îig til) I)Ptwvttn flicib fort atid Illaygreon
1AIko, wltlt-%It out to the liorizon on tho othër M'erà

%ido of '11win. 011 the top of fliv-me rovks standx a gag. Th
q a Iwavon to giiîtio tho travPlIer : for Norway

11111exo im so îII& Îougly hï(I in it hollow flisit ît fannot Il
bis seen front thv lakti fill. fliv, boat altiie)mt touchem the Pl£
wharf. Sait

)n the ltft. Ride of the huilding extonflm a flat, grïwmy
park. tir jgrépn. upon wliît--li. diiring thir stimiiiior months, fol!

there îx often a Aiid interemting moeno,, MeX.
Slinit(i out to (Iry in the mun. may bv moen the snOwy (if

tent of the eliief fartor, hatel v arrived - a litfle farther
off. on flic riçqiti&t groinid, stands a dark and almomt

jk- -ttwlýtitýlt ývîgwtiini, flie sinall wreatli of white moke fr 0 ï,
i&quing front the top proving tîtat it i%ý inh.tt)îte(l,- on the

rive-r Imnk. three or four' boats and a north Snoc are akYU and hist above them a number of sunburntliatiled tip j Tlic
k Vt)Vageu-rs «,- ýn d a few Indi,ýin4, amuse themselves with wab

N-zwiotie or reefine tipon the grass, basking in the
qhîne, the

the fort stretches the Ihick forest. iti; outline,
I)miken here and there by cuttings of firewood or small theclearin - f -ning.o r ar ofte



IIUDnlqlg »Air. 97

F411(111 wu NorwAy 11oumn in 1841,, The-rockps werq
lrrflwtlnd wlinti wn itrrîvp(îç.- itti(j wn rp Vp

wolefinin frotn Mr It 4 (div ('llînf fartior in charge)
and hix amiabiv fatti1 y. lîs 6t war4 toc) late to provflefl

auY fArtl'Or thAt 444 we 41etermined t4) reinain luire &H
nîglits

Proni thn roekx I)Pft)rp
staff mtan(Im, wo liati a fine 'VIVW Of l'Illýygrofili Lakef

lhore 'Wax notlljtîg r4triking ()r bold in û1il Necile, the
rotintry bving low jui(j mwltnll)y. an(j no Ilillm ropw on tho

Ilo'rÎl.'oýn, or east flipir mhitilows on tho lake -, but it
pleaxl*ng and tranquil, an(l fililiveri(,(l by ono cw-twii hoatA
saffilfg about on-ille 'ater.

We mpent an agrenable (%,veti*ng, strid early on the
following morning mtarte(J again On Mir journey, having

,rueeive(l an agreeable atl(htîon to our party in the p(oron
of MiMM élemmie Meleond daugliter of M r R.- ,
frot-ri wliç)m we had *iimt parted.

On the evening of thq firmt day after our departure,
from Norway ý 1 louse, we 'incamped on the mhores of
Lake Winippg. Thim imr enme botly of fremh water is;
about threc htindred mllev long by about fifty broad.
The shores are generally flat and uninteromting, and-the

water mhallow ; yet here and there 'a few -pretty spoM
may be seen at the head of a small bay or ink.t, where

the ground is a littie more elevated and fertile.
.Nothing particular occurred during our voyage along

the àhores of the lake, except, that we hoited our mIs
oftener to a favourable breeze, and had a good deai more



WM . 4 , .- ý ,

'lui

rit-

oui

à 11T,

88 ]RUDSON'S BAY.

4 01night ' travelling than he-etofore. In about five days
after leaving Norway House we arrîved at the mouth of
Red River; and a very swampy, sedgy, flat-looking

mouth it, was, covered with tall bullrilshes and swarminir
with water-fowl. The banks, too, were low and swampy;
but, as we ascended, they gradually became more woody
and elevated, fill we arrived at the Stone fort-twenty
miles up the river-where they were tolerably high.

A few miles below this we passed an Indian settle-
ment, the cultivated fields and- white houses of which,
with the church spire in the midst, quite refreshed our
eyes, aîter being so long accustomed to the gloomy

shades of the primeyal forest.
The Stone fort is a substantial fortification, surrounded

by high walls and flanked with bastions, and has a fine
appearance from the river. It was not garrisoned, how-

ever, but we found it under the charge of Mr B-,
the Hudson-s Bay Companys agent.
- Here my friend and fellow-trave'ller Mr C-, hear-

ing ýf his, wde's illness, left us, and proceeded ap the
settlement on horseback. The missionaries also left the

boats a little farther up, and 1 was left alone to be rowed
slowly'to Fort Garry, nearly twenty miles faýther up the
river.

The river banks were lined all the way along with the
houses and farms of the colonistis, whîch had a thriving,
cleanly appearance ; and,, from the quantity of live stock
in the farm-yards, the number of pigs along the banks,
and the healthy appearance of the chil-dren who ran out
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Ys of the cottares to gaze upon as we passed,- I kferred that
Of the fiettlers generally were well to do in the world.
ig The bouses of some of the more wealthy nhabitants

were very handsome-looking buildings, particularly that
of Mr MAllum, where, in a few hours,., J landed. This

y gentleman is the superintendent of the Red River Aca..y demy, where the children of the wealthier colonists,
and those of the gentlemen belonging- to the Hudson-s
Bay Company, are instructed in the various branches of
Eng literature, and made to compréhend how the

world was convulsed in days of yore by the mighty
y deeds of the heroes of ancient Greece and Rome.

Here I was hospitably treated to an excellent and
most classical, breakfasti and then proceeded on foot

with Mr C- (who rejoined me here) to Fort Garry,
which lay about two miles distant, Upon arriving, I was
introduced to 3fr Finlayson, the chief factor in chaige,

who received me very kindly, and introduced me to my
fellow-clerks in the office. Thus terminated my first

journey.
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CHAPTER V.

]RED IRMA SETTLEMENT.

RZI) RIVEil settlement îs, to use a hi'gh-flown exnresmon,
an oa in the deserto and may.be likened to a spot
upon the mon, or a solitary ship upon the ocean. In

lî plain E sh, it is an isolated. seulement on the borders
of one of the vast es of North America, W

J It 1*8 situated partly on the banks of Red River, and W.
partly on the b s of a smaller stream cafled the Ami-
naboine, in latitude 50<>, and extends upwards, Of nuy

VÉ nàles along the banks of these two strearas. JL
The country around it is a vast treeless prairie, upon

which scarcely a shrub is to be seen; but a thick ooat of d---
grass covers à throughout its entire extent, with the
exception of a few spots, where the hollowness of the
ground has collected a littre moisture, or the meandering ai
of some small stream or rivulet enriches the soil, and mi

covers it banks with verdant shrubs and trees. wi
The banks of the Red and Assinaboine rivers are

covered with a thick belt of woodland, which does not,
however, extend îar back into, the plains. It is com- Of

posed of oak, poplar, willows, &c., the first of which is Pr
much used-for:firewood by the settlers. The larger tim- tE

'Ri

aJ
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ber in the adjacent woods is thus being rapidly thinned,
and, ere long, the inhabitants will have to raft their:âre-M

wood down the rivers from a considerable distance.
The settlers are a mixture of French Canadians, Scotèh-

men, and Indians. The first of these occupy the upKr
part of the settlement; the second live near the middlt',-
and the In inhabit a -village at its lower extremity.

There are four Protestant churches; the upper, middle,
and lower churches, and one at the In settlement,
The upper and middle churches were, in 1841, under
the superintendence of the Rev. Mr Cockran and the

Rev. Mr Cowle; while the lower and churches
were intrusted to the care of the Rev. Mr Smithurst,
who had aJso the entire management of the In Vil-
lage, where he discharged his duties zeaJously, and was
looked upon by the poor natives as a father. Mr Cock-

ran was universaJIy respected by all cluses, for the
exemplary manner in Nýhich he discharged his arduous
duties, and for his boundless generosity. There are
also two Roman Catholie chapels, some priests, and a
Roman Catholic bishop, residént in the colony. There
are one or two schools, the principal being, as before

mentioned, under the superintendence of Mr M'Allum,
who has since been ordained by the Bishop of Montreal,

during that prelates visit to Red River,
,For the preservation of the peace, and the punishment

of evil-doers, a Recorder and body of magistrates are"7
provided, who aÉsemble every quarter at Fort Garry,
the seat of the court-house, for the purpose of redressing
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wrongs, pu4ishing enmes, b&lývm,
an excellent dînner at the Com]
oncee also, a body of policem(
they were chosen from among t

settlers, and were never expec
when a riot took place; the po'

rally being the ringleaders on t
supposed they did not materia

turbances. Since I left the col(
been sent out from Britain so
enforced, and, consequently, reî

ri The Sçotch and Indian settl
ley, and Indiau corn in abunI
market is that afforded by t
wealthy settlers and retired chil

however, ils a poor one, and in
tlers find it difficidt to dispose 4

Wild fruits of various descriptio
ke gardiens are well stocked with

have plenty of sheep, pigs) pou
and there is scarcely a man in
drive to church on Sundaye in 1
depicied below in a idgorow ma
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ig good advice, and eafing
ipany's table. There was
,en; but, strange to 8ay,
the most turbulent of the
-bted to be on duty except
flicemen themselves gene»
those occasions, it may be
üly assist in quelling dis.

ony, however, troops have
that the law will nôw be
ýspected.

lers cultivate wheat, bar.
ànce, for which the only
the Company, the more

ief factors. This market,
years of plenty thé set-

of their surplus produce.
)ns are abundant, and the

vegetables. The settlers
iltry, and horned cattle;

i the place who does not
bis own cariole-a vehicle
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Red River is rather a populous place - the censufi
taken in 1843 proyed it to, contain upwards of 5000

souls, and since then it has been rapidly înereasing.
There is a paper currency in the settlement, which

obviates the necessity of having coin afloat. English
pence and half-pence, however, are plentiful. The lowest
paper note is one shilling sterling, the next five shillings,
and the highest twenty shillings. Tbe Canadian settlers
and half-breeds are employed, during the greater part of
the year, in travelling with the Company's boats, and
in buffalo hunfing. The Scotch settlers are chiefly far-
mers, tradesmen, and merchants.

The rivers, which are crossed in wooden can'oes,,
the absence of bridges, are well stocked with fish. The
principal kinds are goldeyes, sturgeon, and catfish. Of
these I think the goldeyes the best,-, at any rate they are
the -most numerous. The wild animals inhabiting the
woods and prairies are much the same as in the other
parts of North America, viz. wolves, foxes, brown and
black bears, martens, minx, musquash, rabbits, &C.;
while the woods are ffiled with game, the ma shes and
ponds with ducks, geese, swaw, cranes, and a host of
other water-fowl.

Red River was first settled upon by the fur-traders,
who establishedý a trading -pýý ost many years ago on its

banks ; but it did not assume the character of a colony
till 1811, when Lord Selkirk sent out a number of emi-

grants to, form. a settlement in the wild regions of the
North-West. Norwegians, Danes, Scotch, and Irish,1 a
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composed the motley crew;- but the great bulk of the
coloniste then, îw at the present time, consisted of Scotcheà
men and Canadians. Unlike other settlements in a wild

Ncountry inhabited by Indians, the infant colony had few
difficulties to contend with at the dutsot. The Indians k-

were friendly, and had become accustomed ta white men
from thoir previous contact, for many years, wîth the kcLi

wservants of the Hudson's Bay Company; sa, with t,
ception of one or two broils, among thcmselves and other

fur-traders, the colonists plodded peaeefully alohg. On
tàone occasion, however, the Hudson's Bay Company andýî1 ý', - ý

the NortJi-West Company, who;were long at cnmity with
each other, had a sharp skirmish, in which Mr Semple, tk

Vitthen Governor of the Hudson's Bay Company, was killed,
and a number of his men were killed and wounded. The
whole affair originated very foolishly. A body of men

Mchad been observed from the walls of Fort Garry, travel-
twling past the fort, and as Governor Semple was not sure

of their intentions, he sallied forth with a few men to
intercep't them, and demand their object. The North.A 

ta*West party, on seeing a body of men coming towards
them. from the fort, halte(f till they came up; and Cuth. to
bert Grant, who was in command, asked what they SR

hawanted. Governor Semple required to, know where
they were'b going ; being answered in a surly manner, tL
an altercation took place between the two parties, (of

which. the North-West was by far the stronger,) in the In(
Pa,.niiddle of which, a shot was unfortunatelyfired by one
ancof the Hudson"s Bay party. It was never known who
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fired thîrj shot, and many bolieve that it wu discharged
accidentally a at any rate, no one wu injured by it. The
moment the report was heard, a volley wu fired by the
North-Westcrs upon the Hudson's Bay party, which
killed a few, and wounded many; among the latter was
Goyernor Semple. Cuthbert Grant did hie utmost to
keep back the fierce half-cutes under hie command but
without avail ; and at last, soeing that this was impo&
sible, ho Otood over the wounded Semple, and endea-
,Yourdd to- defend him. In this ho succeeded for some
time, but a shot from " bohind at last took effect, in the
unfortunate Goyernor's body, and killed him. After

tbis, the remainder of hie party fled to the fort, and the
victorious half-breeds pursued their way.

Durîng the time that these two companies opposed'
each. other, the country was in a state of constant tur-
moil and excitement. Personal conflicts with fists, be-
tween the men-and, not unfrequently, the -gentlemen
.- of the opposinst parties, were of the commonest occur-
rence, and frequently more deadly weapons were resorted
to. Spirits were distributed among the wretched natives

to a dreadful extent, and the scenes that sometimes en-
sued were disgusting in the extreme. Amid all this,

however, stratagem was more frequently resorted to
than opèn violence by the two companies, in their-endea-
-fours to, prevent each other from procuring furs from, the
Indians. Men were constantly kept on the look-out for

parties of natives returning from hunting expeditions
and those who could arrive first at the encampment,
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always carried off the furs. The Indianis dîd not Sro PMwhich company got the Offirst come, first servèd," wu
ÏA the order of the day and both were equally welcome, ruqi64

provided they brought plenty of fire-water. fidiAi
Although the individuals of the two companies were th,

thus almost always at enraity at the forts, strange tp say, Dc
they often acted in the most friendly manner toi eaeh M

t 4ui, other, and (except when furs were in question) more
agreeable or friendly neighbours seldom came together « fui
than the Rudson's Ba and North-West Companies,y

xj when they planted their forts (which they often did) the
withîn two hundred yards of each other, in the wilds of thr
North America. The clerks and labourers of the oppo& TF
ing establishments constantly visited each other, and as
during the Christmas and New-Year's holidavs, parties ané
and baJIs were given without number, Dances, however, tba
were not confined entirely to the hôlidays; but when- wer

ever one was given at an unusual time, it was generally Wh-"
for the purpose of drawing the attention of the enter- an(

tained party from somemovement of their entertainers. for,
Thus, upon one occasion the Hudson's Bay Company's a si

look-out reported that he had discovered the tracks of trai
Indiau in the snow, and that he thought they had just brc

returned from, a hunting expeditioný- No sooner was this the
heard, than a grand ball, was given to the North-West now
Company. Great preparations were made; the men, the
dressed in their newest capotes. and gaudiest hatcords, soui

visited each other, and nothing was thought of or talked ech(j,
of but the balL The evening came, -and with it the nigl
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guests; RndýSoon nÙght be heard within the fort Sounds

of merriment and reveirY, as they danced, in 1iveýy

me"ure0ý tO a Seottish reet played by nome native
fiddler upon a violin, of hi& own construction. Withont

the gates, howeyer, a very différent, scene met the eye.
Down in a hollow., where the lofty trees and dense

underwood threw a shadow on the ground , a knot of

men might be Been, muffied in theïr leathern coats, aÈd
fur caps, hurrying to, and fro with bundles on their backs,
and snow-shoes under their arms; packing and tyiùg
them. firmly on trains of dog-sledges, which, stood, with
the dogs ready harnessed, in the shadow of the bushes.
The men whispered eagerly and hurriedly to each other,
as they packed their ý goods, while others held the dop,
and patted them to keep them quiet; evidently show.ing,

tbat whatever was, their object, expedition and secrecy
were necessary. Solon all was in readiness: the.bells,

which usually tinkled on the do1 gs' necks, were unhooked
and packed in the sledges-an, active-looking man sprang
forward and set of at a round trot over the snow, and
a single crack of the whip sent four sledges, each with a
train of four or five dogs, after him, while two other men
brought up the rear. For a time the muffled sound of
the sledges was, heard as they slid over the snow, while
now and then the whine of a dog broke upon the par, as
the impatient drivers urged them, along. Gradually these
sounds died away, and nothing was heard but the faint,
echoes of music and mirth, which floated on the frosty
night-wind, giving token that the revellers still kept-up
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t'lie dan m and wom 19110rAUt of tâc deputurc of

,pâ day tlit, Nor -wost geouta ire.
Ported t1w party od 1ndîëujêtý Ajj(j it Owt Of ideighs
dul)àrtOti fr(bitl tlitý fobrt with 1midly rîitgîtig belim,

long tuïwtllb Of ft)rty
OMPUI01it, w1wro they dcâd drunkt
and w)t a mkin. not vvot, tite of a Itlumqlu lie loft
to reTay themi for titt-,,ir trouble 1 Then it wu tliit tl, y
dî& t,11(ý rubu of tim hWlý and vq)W(%ol to liavo tlloir

0111ýq)l"tljllitv w1t, lmlg

À î.ý1 of t1wir 1);tlrtitm tili0. a Iltltlm()tltm
train 011 its t(> tllt(lo witýjj t.11(t lit(liatim, of whom-e tuP*180 WePe in ewarrh, co, plî1titilito with
nacit odwr; and am fliv

.N w4w 'V"Y d
lightil1g a fire and taking a drain togeilier. ésoon five

or gix tr( s yi(%Ide(l to tileil, Vigorollm j)j()Wmý and
fttll icrzvliïttg to the grotind - and in a fe *,,lit èq 0

Cli wmulphtir match w"tit iiiý,q fli-nt nd
s(,t, fire to a litige pili% ()f 1()g,.q, wliel, crackled and 0'burned fiiriott,%ýly, $(Nn(ling -tip elotidis of e park, in theï wintrv %;ky, and castilig a ýv«%jrnj tinge upon P1ý
ili the mnow andïï the surrotinding trev W,

The Canteen wu qlliekly pro»
wdured,. and tlwy told thoir storics and «stdv(,nttire,,q, while rcthe li'qtior niounted to'tlieir brains. The Nor'-Westerti,

however, after a little time spilled theïr grog on the
unperccived by tllf-' Othen, 80 that they kopt toler. haably sober, while theïr, ri vals beeme very much clevated
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and nt, lut thoy begati bouthig d t1eÎr Atirnrior powm
of tlritikitig. and. mw a jý)ro()f. vach of thtlui swallt)wod à
large I)Iltllptlro Tho 1111(lson'êt Bay Party, Who wore

nmrly demd drunk by this tîmo. of course followed thuîr
ëxamplo, and almomt inoitantly full în ' a hoayy mle, op on

tho mnow. 1 In ten minutnm moro they wore tîod firmly
lipon thëir mledgem, and the dogs heing ttirneil home,

ward9t ftway they wnnt straight for the Iliidmonoi Bay
fort, whore thëy monn after arrivod, the mon müll mound

w1fflo the Nor'-Womterx mtarted for tho Indîsn
camp' and. this tillici nt leam-t' had the fürm all tu thom.

Stieli w(biop thc% m(%.pn4im that took plarc thirty yvarm ago
iii tho northorn wîl(l(%rnemmom of America. Since thon,

tho two comparihts have, jf)îticýd, retnîning the name of
the, richv-ié and more I)owvrftil of the two, tho Il Iludson's
Bay Compntiy." SI)îrit-m wore still importud after the
jtinction ; but of late yvarm they have heen dimponned
with throiighout the cotintry, the colony of
Red River, and the, fow posts where opposition im carried
on hy the Anieriean fur companiem; mo that now the
poor mavage nn longer grovels in the dumt"ý-of his nativo

wildernems under the influence of tho wliîttb man's fire.
witter; and the stranger who travels throtigh thome wild

romantie regionm no longer beholds the huinifiating
scenes, or livars of the frîglitful crimes, which were seen
and heard of too often in former da-ys, and which, always
have been, and always must bo prevalent wherever spiri.

tuous fiqtiors, the great éurse of mankind, are plentiful

Oý- T HEE C A

t výeýq, Lýiemqià



Md pwtîeularly whin",'» In that countrir, the wild th-
Î Ïnhabitantm fcar no lawx, human or dîvîne.-'y

frt the year 1826, Red Itiver overflowed ÎtA banks and
Roode-d tho wholo settlement, obliging the oettIem te

foreake their hoiixex, and drive theïr horses and cattle to
the trifii'ng tmïnencu in tho immediate vicinity. The» ait"

emînen Sx worts fow and vory minall, no thât durîng tho ItA
fiood théy prfflontod a eurîoumi appearance, being crowded
*îth men. women, and ehildren, horsem, cattle, Igheep, and wif

-K poultry. The bouses being made of wood, and only bat 4U'à
on the groutid. not munk han it,'werti carried away by of

doxen,,%, and great nunil)er,.% of hormeig and cattle wore iv
drowned. Durîng the time ît Imtedý the sottlers wiled in

and paddled among Ilivir houses in boat@ and Smoes; Do-
and often latoly, while ranging about the prairieo, hm to t
the settIor poïnted out to me, among the waving grau ing

71,41, and verdant bushes, the çqpot where bc dwelt in hie tent, to
and paddled about tbe, deep waters in bi.4 canoe in the the

ve-ar of the gond." This way of speaking ha& a the
;sùnnely antedi'ltivian sound the hale, mîddle-aged ilqIeý

mIonis, will tell vou, with, a ludierotialy grave counte. wat

jýI nance, that bis bouse stooil on sufh a spot, or such and 1
%uch an event ha-ppened. year býf4re, theflood." Wir

principal establishment of the Rud.
Fort Garrv, the Sprl,

son s Bay Companv,, stands on the, banks of thc
boine river, about two hundred vards from îts junction Varý

wîth Red River. It ies a square stone building, with froi
bastions pierced for cannon at the corners. The prin- thar
eipù dwelling-houses, stores, and offices, arc built within Gre

100 nuixolq*tq »Ail
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the weilg. and the stable% at a mall dixtMoë bom the
(rt. Thn mituation ÏA pretty and quÎnt; but the sur.

rounding ironntryi"&% ton fiat for the lovor of the grand and
picturegquo. Jtiot in front of the gate runx or raum

glîdeis the poaceful Aëttinaboitio, whern, on a 4ne dây ïn
atittillin; may ho scen thouxandiq of goldoyes playing 'in
îts limpÎd waterx. aud glittering Î% the oqijnothino.

'On the left extends the woodland fringîng the r*ver4
with here and therc a elump of minaller treex and willowé

surrounding the stwmpm formed hy the inelting enown
of sprÏng, whern flockm of wîld-(Iti(,eks and noigy ployer

giyo animation to the iviene. whiln,,through the openîngs,
în the foremt, are soen glimpsem of the rolling praM**O,

Down în the hollow, where the mtablesi Atand, are always
to be soen a few hnrmoiç and cowx, feeding or lazily chew.
îng theïr etid in the rïch pamttiragp, giving an air of repSe
to the scene, which contrutm forîr'bly with the vîew of
the wîde plaînÊ4 that roll out likê a vut grcen sea from
the bark of'the fort, studded here and there with fittle

igglots and hillock@&, around whîch may be seen hovering a
watchfül hawk or solitary raven.

The elimate of Red River is salubriouiq and agreeable.
Winter commencom about the month of November, and

spring generally b(%Zîns. 'in April. Although the winter *10
veýy long and eextremely cold, "the thermometer uf;ually

varying between ten and th*rty degreeig below zero,,) yet,
from ita bein, alwavs dry frost, It is Much more agrceable

than people accustomed to the damp thawy weather of
Great Britain mîght suppose.
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Winter is here the liveliest season of the year. It îs
then that the wild demi-savage colonist leads the blushing
half-breed girl to the altar, and the country about bis
house rings with the music of the sleigh bells, as his
friends assemble to congratulate the happy pair, and

J dance for three successive da s. It is at this season they
hardy voyageurs rest fr litn their toils, and' circling roùnd
the blazing fire, recount many a tale of danger, and paint
many a wild romantie scene of their long and tedions
-voyages among the lakes and rapids 'of the intérior

while their wives and children gaze with breathless in..
W 'd terest upon their swarthy sun-burnt faces, lighted up

with animation as they recall the scenes of other days, P.
or, with, low and solemn voice, relaie the death of a friendý,0 I l1,4, Ii l and fellow voyageur who perished among the foamîng
cataracts of the, wilderness.

During the summer months there are often very severe
thunder-storms, accompanied with tremendous showers
of hail, which do__gmeat mischief to the crops and houses.
The hailstones are of au enormous size, upwarc% of an q

'J", h in diameter and on two or three occasi'ns they
broke a,11 the windows in Fort Garry that were exposed 9

io the storm.
Generally speaking, however, the weather is. serene

and cialm, particularly in autumn, and during the de.
licious season peculiar to America called the Indian

summer, which precedes the commencement-of winter.
The scenery of Red River, as 1 said before, is neither

grand nor picturesque, yet, when the sun shines brightly
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on the waving grass, and glitters on the silver stream
and when the distant and varied cries of wild-fowl break
in plaintive cadence on the ear, one experiences a sweet
exulting happiness, akin to the feelings of the sailor when
he gazes forth at early mora upon the polâshed surface
of the sleeping sea.

Such is Red River, and such the scenes on which j
gazed in wonder, as I rode by the side of my friend and

fellow clerk, MIK-, on the evening of mý arrival at
my new home. Mr MIK--. was mounted on his hand-

some horse " Colonel,-') while I cantered by his side on a
horse that afterwards bore me over many a mile of
prairie land. It is not every day that one has an oppor.
tunity of describing a hopse like the one I then rode, so
the reàder-will be pleased to, have a fittle patience while
1 draw his portrait. In the first place, thenI, his name
was ý" Taureau,,-" Which, being interpreted, means penu-
ean; although, wherein consisted his resemblance to
pemican, 1 know not, unless indeed in this, that his good

quaUties did not - become apparent at first sight. He was
of a moderate height, of a brown colour, and had the
general outlines of a horse, when viewed as that animal
might be supposed to appear if reflected from the depths

of a bad looking-gla'ss. Ris chief peculiarity was the
great height of his hind-quarters. In youth they had
outgrown the',fore-quarters, so that, upon a level road,

you had all the advantages of riding down-liiii. Ile
càntered delightfully, trotted badly, walked slowly, and

UPOI' all and every occasion evinced a resolute pig-
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headednew, and a- strong disinclination to accommodate
his W'*H to that of his rider. He wu decidedly porcine îf
in hà disposition, very plebeian in his manners, and
doubtless aJso in his sentiments. hl

Such was the Bucephalus upgn whîch 1 took my first
ride over the Red River prairie; now' swaying to, and
fro on his back as we galloped over the ground, anon
stottîng, in the manner of a recruit in a cavalry regi.
ment as et unaccustomed to the saddle, when he trotted
on the beaten track; and occasionaJly, to the immense
delight of M&K- , seizing tight hold of the saddle,
as anuncertain waver in my body reminded me of Sir tF

'Isaac Newtons law of grayitation, JL
and that any rash

departure on my part from my undérâtanding, would 01
infallibly lay me prostrate on the ground.

-val, 1 underwent the operation
Soon after my arri si(

which my horse had undergone before me, viz. that of w
being brok ir

-en in; the only difference being, that he was
broken in to the saddle and I to the desk. It is needless in,
to describe the agonies I endured while sitting, hour
after hour, on a loing-legged stool, my limbs quivering wi
for want of their accustomed exercise, while the twitter.
ing of birds, barking of dogs, lowing of cows, and neigh

ýçuF ing of horses, seemed to, invite me to join them in -the so
Ae woods. Often, as my weary pen scratched slowly over ha

the paper, their voices seemed to change to hoarse deri- 1
sive laughter, as if they thought the little mis,-shapen br.
frogs croakin and -whistling in the marshes, freer far ex
than their proud masters, who coop themselves up in dîè
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smoky -houses the live-long day, and call themselveà the
free, unshackled Il lords of the creation!'e

I soon became accustomed to these minor miseries of
human life, and ere long could sit

From mom till udght
To scratch and write

Upon a three-legg'd stool
Nor mourn thejoys
Of truant boys

Who stay away from school.

There is a proverb which says, Il It is a poor heae
that never -rejoicS." Now, taking it for granted thaît thé

proverb speaks truth, and not wi g by our disregard
of it to be thought, poor-hearted, we, tbat là MIK-
and I, were in the habit of rejoicing oursp*rits occ&--ý
sionally-not in the usual way, by drinking brandy aüd
water, (though we did sometimes, when nobody knew it,
indulge in a glass of beer, with the red-hôt poker thrust

into it to make it fizz,) but by shouldering our guns and
sallying forth to, shoot the partridges, or rather grouse,

which abound in the woods of Red River. On these
occasions MIK- and I used to, range the forest *
company, enlivening our walk by chatting upon every
sort of subject, and not unfrequently talking of our
happy homes in Il bonnie Seotland,- and thinking of the
Il light of other days." We seldom went out without.
bringing home a few brace of gray grouse, which w ere
exceedingly tame; so tame, indeed, that sometimes ihey
did not take wing until two or three shots had been
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fired. On one occasion, after walking about for half an wive..
hour without getting a shot, we started a covey ofýseven, brigt
which. alighted upon a tree close at hand; we instantly the

fired at the two lowest, and brought them down, while leath
the others onl stretched out their long necks, as if to longy
see what had happened to their comrades, but did not kind

fl away. Two more were soon shot; and while we were the
reloading our guns, the other three flew off to a neigh. from

bouring tree. In a few minutes more they followed AI
their companions, and we had bazeed the whole seven. simrr
This is by no means an.uncommon exploit, when the with
birds are tame; and though poor sport, yet it helps to sage
fill your larder with somewhat better fare than it would Mr

X "4,: often contain without such assistance. The only thing half
that we had to avoid was, aiming at the bi ds on the Lew;

higher branches, as the noise they make in falling to- E
frightens those below. The experienced sportsman al- of il

ways begins---with- the lowest bird, and if they sif à-HI Sim,
after the first shot, he is almost sure of the rest. and

,ýe Shooting, however, was not our only amusement: the
sometimes, on a fine evening, we used to saddle our grea

k J: horses and canter over the, prairie till Red River and the s
the fort were scarcely visible in the horizon; or, follow- belie-

eM ing the cart road along the settlement, we called upon hOWE

pur friends and acquaintances; returning the polite bon shot
jour of the French settler, as he trotted past us on Mis 1841

shaggy pony, or smiling at the pretty half-caste girls, as into.
they passed along the road. These samé girls, by the wher

way, are generally very pretty they make excellent Purp
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-wives, and'are uncommonly thrifty. With beads, and
brightly coloured porcupines' quills, and silk, they work

the most beautifal devices on the moccasins, leggins, and
leathern coats worn by the inhabitants; and -during the
long winter months, they spin, and weave an excellent
kind of cloth, from the wool produced by.the sheep of
the settlement, mixed with that of the buffalo, brought
from the prairies by the hýnters.

About the middle of àutumn, the body of Mr Thomas
Simpson, the unfortunate discoverer, who in company
with Mr Dease attempted to discover the Nor-"-West pas'-
sage, was brought to the settlement for burial. Poor
Mr Simpson had set out with- a party of Red River
half-breeds, for the purpose of crossing the plains to St
Lewis, and proceeding thence. through the United States
to England. Soon after his departure, however, several
of the party returned to the settlement, stating that Mr
Simpson bad., in a fit of insanity, killed two of his men
and then shot himself, and that they had buried bïm on
the spot where he fell. This story, of course, created a
great sensation in the colony; and as all the party gave
the same account of the affair upon investigation, it was

believed by many that he had committed suicide. A few,
however, thought that he had been murdered, and had

shot the two men in self-defence. In ibe autumn of
1841, the matter was ordered. to be further inquired
into; and, accordingly, Dr Bunn was sent to the plu£
where Mr Simpsons body had been interred, for the
purpose of raising and e ami*uÏng it. Decomposition,
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however, proceeded too fa-r; so the body wais con. mer
ve ed to the colony for buri4l, and Dr Bunn returned, WOJ-1y
without having discovered any thing that could throw thir
light on the melancholy sub*ect. and

I did not know Mr Simpson personally, but &om. the and
report of those who did, it appears that, though a clever i
and honourable man, he was of rather a haughty dispo. bre

sition, and in consequence was very much disliked by thë M
haH-breeds of Red River. I therefore think, with many lea-V
of Mr Simpson's friends and former companions, that he M

did not kîll himself, and that this wais only a false report
of his murderers. Besides, it is not probable tha.t à, man was
who had just succeeded in making important additions to whc

our geographical knowledge, and who might reasonably lakE
expect honour and remuneration upon returning to là the
native land, would, without any known or apparent cause,, and
first commit murder and then suicide. By his melan- haF,
choly death the Hudsons Bay Company lost a faithful thePl
servant, and the world an intelligent and enterprising Per
man. gui(

Winter, according to its ancient custom, passed away, the
,jî îý and spring, not with its genial gales and scented flowers, and

but with burning sun and melting snow, chaD ged the face stoc
of nature, and broke the icy coverin of Red River. Her9

Duffle coats vanished, and a few of the half-breed settJers froi
dofed their fur caps, and donned the Il bonnet rouge," Aftr
while the more hardy and savage contented themselves 80
with the bonnet noir, in the shape of their own thick Th Ed

black hair. Carioles still continued to run, but it was -the-
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merely from the force of habit, and it was evident they
would soon give up in despair. Sportamen began to
fWnk of ducks and geese, farmers of ploughs and wheat,

,snd voyageurs to dreain of rapid stream8 and waterfalla,
ând of distant voyages in light canoes.

Immediately upon the ice on the lakes and rivere
breaking up, we made arrangements for dispatching the

MKenzie's River brigade, which is always the first that
leaves the colony, for the purpose of .conveying goods to

MKenzie's River, and carrying furs, to the sea-cout.
Choosing the men for this long and ardnous voyage

was an interesting scene. LEsperance, the old guide,
who had many a day guided tbis brigade througli the

lakes and rivers of the interior, made his appearance at
the fort a day or two before the time fixed for starting ;
and at his heels followed a large band of wild, carelless,

happy-looking half-breeds. Having coRected in front of
the office door, Mr MIK- went out with a book and

pencil in his hand, and told LEsperance to begin. The
guide went a little apart from. the rest, accompanied by
the steersmen of the boats (seven or eight in number),
and then., scanning the group of dark, athletic men who

stood smiiing before him, called out, " Pierre!'-' A tall,
Herculean man answered to, the call, and, stepping oùt
from among the rest, stood beside his friend the guide.

After this one of the steersmen chose another man; and
80 on5 till the ' crews of all the boats were completed.

Their names ere then marked down in a book, and
îhey all proceeded to the trading-room., for the purpose
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of taking " advances.," in the shape of shirts, trousers.,
bonnetà, caps, tobacco,, knives, capotes, and all the other
things necessary for a long, rough journey.

On the day appointed for starting, the boats, to the
number of six or seven, were loaded with gooà for thé,

interior; and the voyageurs, dressed in their new clothes,
embarked, after shaking hands with ' and in many cases

embracing, their comrades on the land; and then, ship.
ping their oars, they shot from the bamk, and rowed
swiftly down Red River.. singing one of theïr biQautiful

boat-songs, which. was every now and then interrupted
byseveral of the number hallooing a loud farewell, as
they pàsed here and there the cottages of friends.

With this brigade I also bade adieu to Red River, and,
after a pleasant voyage of a few days, landed at Norway
House., while the boats' pursued their way.
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CHAPTER VI.

Nop.wAy Hous., as we have before m'entioned, is built
upon the shores of Playgreen Lake, close to, Jack River,
and distant about twenty miles from Lake Winipeg. At
its right-hand corner rises a huge abrupt rock, from

whose summit, where stands a flag-staff, a fine view of
Playgreen Lake and the surrounding country is obtained.
On this rock a number of people were assembled to

witness our arrival, and among them Mr Pt.--, who
sauntered down to the wharf to, meet us as we stepped
ashore.

A few days after my arrival, the. Council " resolved-9
that I should winter at Norway House; so next day, in
accordance with the resolution of that august assembly, I
took up my quarters in the clerks' room, and took pos-

session of the books and papers.
It is an author's privilege, I believe, to jump from

Place to place, and annihilate time at pleasure. I avail
myself of it to pass over the autumn--during which 1

hunted, fished, and paddled in canoes to the Indian vil-
lage at Rossville, a hundred times-and to jump at once
into the middle of winter.
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Norwa House no longer boaats the bustle and excite. ba2ý" y
ment of the summer season. No boats arrive, no groups
of ladies and gentlemen assemble on the rocks to gaze thq
at the sparkling waters. A placid stillness reigns around,
except in the immediate vicinity of the fort, where a few
axe-men chop the winter firewood, or start with trains
of dog-sledges for the lakes, to bring home loads of white

fish and venison. Mr R- is reading the Penny Cy. set
clopeedia" in the Hall (as the winter mess-room is caàed), Sm,
and 1 am writing in the dingy little office in the shade, th(
which looks pigstyish in appearance without, but is warm th(
and enug within. Alongside of me sits Mr C- , a tall, an(

bald-heaided, sweet-tempered man of forty-five, who hm
spent the greater part of bis life among the bears and
Indians of Hudson's Bay, and is now on a Christmas vàà

at Norway House. He bas just a d from his post, a
few hundred miles off, whence he walked on finow-shoes, out

and is now engaged in tak-ing off bis moccasins ànd eau
blanket socks, which he spreads out carefully below the wh-
stove to drý. prc

We do not continue long, however, at our différent oc- da-
cupations. Mr Evans, the ýVesleyan missionary,.is to give
a feýmt to the Indians at Rossville, and afterwards to son.
examine the little children who attend the village school. -cloq
To this féast we are invited ; so, in the afternoon, Mr pasÇ

C--L- and I put on our moose-skin coats and snow- ask
shoes, and set off for the village, ýbout two miles distant and

from the fort. h-ad
By the way Mr C- related an adventure he bad
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hadp wh'le tritvelling through the country and as it may
serve to show the dangers sometimes encountered by
thoge who wander through the wilds of North America,
I will give it here in his awn words.

MR C--'.4,4 ADVENTURE WITII A »BEAR.

It was about the middle of winter," said he, that 1
set of on snow-shoos, accompanied by an Indian, to a

small lake to fetch fish caught in the autumn, and which
then lay frozen in a little house built of logs, to protect
them for wintér use. The lake was about ten miles off ;
and as the road was pretty level and not much covered

*th underwood, we took a train of dogs with us and set
off before daybreak, intending to return again before
(lark ; and as the day was clear and cold (the thermo-

meter was 350 below zero), we went cheerily along with-
out interruption, except an occasional fall when a branch

caught our snow-shoes, or a stoppage to clear the traces
when the dogs got entangled among the trees. We had

proceeded àout six miles, and the first gray streaks of
day lit up the eastern horizon, when the Indian who

walked in advance, paused, and appeare" examine
some foot-prints in the snow. After a fJw minutes of

-close observation, he rose and said, that a bear had
passed not long before, and could not be far off, and
asked permission to follow it. 1 told him. he mîght do so,
and said 1 would drive the dogs. in his track, as the bear
had gone in the direction of the fish-house. The Indian

threw his *gun over his shoulder, and was soon lost in the
H
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forest. For a quarter of an hour 1 plodded on beh*nd lmc
the degs, now urging them along, as they flagged and lay
panted in the deep snow, and occasionally listening for a My

shot from m Indian's gun. At last he fired, and almost hey
immediately after fired agaîn; for you must know that UPE

some Indians can lo,ýLd so fast that two shots from their had
eeV single barrel sound almost like the discharge in succe& go

-frelled gun.
sion of the two shots from a double-ba off,
Shortl after, I heard another'shot; and then as all Rey

became silent, 1 concluded he bad killed the bear, and Spc.
that 1 should soon find him cutting it up. Just as I a sh
thought this, a fierce growl alarmed me so, seizing a sledf..

jý, pistol which. 1 always carried with me, 1 hastened for to d'
ward. As I came nearer, 1 heard a man's voice mingled POO.L

with the growls of a bear; and upon arriving at the foot the
of a small mound, my Indians voice, apostrophising Cutti

death, became distinctly audible. Come death said duelU
he, in a contemptuous tone you have got me at last,
but the Indian does not fear you!' A loud angry growl M

from. the-bear, as he saw me rushing up the hill, stopped
him; and the unfortunate man turned his eves UDon me
with au imploring look. He waslying on his back, while bod-r

j the bear (a black one) stood over him, holding one of his but
arms in its mouth. In rushing up the mound I unfor. MOUL

Mý1 tunately stumbled, and filled my pistol with snow ; so grou
that when the bear left the Indian and rushed towards were

Me3, it missed fire, and I had only left me the poor, almost tirel,
hopeless chance, of stunning tbe savage mal with a aged

A

blow of the butt end. Just as he was rearing on his hind SUMIË î
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legs, my eye fell apon the Indian's axe, which fortunatelyC
lay at my feet, and seizîng it, 1 brought A down Iwth all

my strength on the bears head; just at the moment that
he fell upon me, and we rolled down the hill together.
Upon recovering myself, 1 found that the blow of the axe

had kiftod hîm instantly, and that 1 wu unînJured. Not
so the Indian : the Whole calf of, his, left leg was bitten
off, and,.-hîs body lacérated dreadfully in varîous places.

Ile was quite sensible, however, though very faint, and
spoke to me when I stooped to examine his wounds. In
a short tîme 1 had tied them up; and placing him, on the
sledge with part of the bear's carcase, which 1 intended

to dine upon, we returned immediately to the fort. The
poor Indian got better- slowly, but he never recovered
the perfect use of his leg, and now hobbles about the fort,

cutting firewood, or -paddling about the lake in searcý 'of
ducks and geese in his bark canoe."

Mr C- concluded his story just as we arrived at
the little bay, at the edge of which the Indian village of

Rossville is built. From the spot where we stood, the
body of the village did not appear to, much advantage
but the parýonage and church, which stood on a small
mound, their white walls in strong contrast to the back-

ground of dark trees, had a fine pictur-esque efFect. There
were about twenty houses in the village, inhabited en-
tirely by Indians, m'ost of whom were young and middle-

7aged men. They spend their time in fiSming during the
summer, and are successful in raising potatoes and a few
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other vegetables for their own use. In winter they go P
into the woods to hunt-fur-bearing animals, and also
deer; but they never remain long absent from theïr W(

homes. Mr Evans resided among them, and taught
2, them ând their children writing and arithmetic, beside M

instructing them in the principles of Christianity. They
often assembled in the school-house for prayer and sacred
music, and attended divine service regularly in the church foi

every Sunday. Mr Evans, who was a ood musician,9 bu
had taught them to sing in parts; and it has a wonder. th

fully pleasing e ect upon a stranger to hear- these dingy Ir.
sons and daughters of the wilderness raising their me Stc
lodious -ioices in harmony in praise of the Christian's sk
God. Or

Upon our arrival at the village, we were- ushered into tel
MIr Evans's neat cottage, from the windows of which is a W-

fine view of Playgreen Lake, studded with small islands, th.-
tretching out to the horizon on the right, and a bound-

less wilderness of trees on the left. Here were collected ga-
the ladies andgentlemen of Norway House, and a num- ar
ber of indescribable personages, apparently engaged in ter
mystic 'preparations for the approaching feast. It was thi

with something like awe that I entered the school-room,
7Pý 

asl
and beheld two long rows of tables covered with pud- an(
dings, pies, tarts, stews, hashes, and vegetables of all of

shapes, sizes, and descriptions, smoking thereon. I féared w«,
for the Indians, although they can stand a great deal in
the way of repletion ; moderation being, of course, out thi>..
0 -of goëdthe question, with such abundance, gs sm-
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placed before them. A large shel] was sounded àter
the manner of a bugle, and all the Indians of the village
walked into the room and seated themselves, the women
on one side of the long tables, and the men on the other.
Mr Evans stood at the head, and pronounced an appro-
priate blessing; and then commenced a work of demo-
lition, the like of which, bas not been seen since the
foundation of the world! The pies had strong crusts,
but the knives were stronger; the paste was-hard and
the interior tough, but Indian teeth were barder and

Indian jaws tougher; the dishes were gi«gantie, but %he
stomachs were capacious; so that, ere, long, numerous

skeletons and empty dishes alone graced the board.
One old woraan, of a dark-brown complexion, with glit-
tering black eyes and awfully long teeth, set up in the
wholesale line, and demolished the viands so rapidly,
that those who sat beside her, féaring a dearth in the
land, began to look angry; fortunately, however, she
gave in suddenly, white in the middle of a venison pasty,
and reclining languidly bachward, with a sweetly con-
tented ex-pression of countenance, while her breath came
thickly through her half-opened mouth., she gently fell
asleep, and thereby, much to her chagrin, lost the tea
and cakes which were served out soon afterwards by way
of dessert. When the seniors hadfinished, the juveniles

were admitted en mmse. and they soon cleared away the
remnants of the dinner. The dress of the Indians upon

this occasion was generally. blue cloth capotes with hoods,
scarlet or blue cloth leggins, quill-worked moccas.ins, and



no caps. Some of them, however, were dressed very
fannily, and one or two of the oldest appeared in blue
surtouts, which were very ill made, and much too large a î

for the wearers. The ladies had short gowns without hik
plaits cloth leggins of various colours bighly ornamented the

beads, cotton handkerchiefs on their necks, and affc

sometimes, also, on their heads. The boys and girl8 fre

were just their seniors in miniature.
After the youngsters had finished dinner, the school.

room was cleared by the guests; benches were ranged alti

along the entire room, excepting the upper end, where a ext.

table, with two large' candlesticks at either end, served da,£

as a stage for the young actors. When all was arrang- cou

ed, the elder Indians seated themselves on the benches, den

while the boys and girls rangee,, themselves, along the
wall behind the table. Mr Evans then began, by caus. titu:

a little boy about four years old to recite a long in
1; ý1â à' orcomical piece of prose in English; having been well

eî jýý Sion,drilled for weeks beforehand, he did it in the most
laughable style. Then came forward four little Êi]r18ý
Who kept up an animated philosophical discussion as, to, dan

the différence of the days in the moon and on -the eartk. Of

Then a bigger boy made a long speech in the Seautèaux Stur

language, at which. the Indians laughed immensely, and pik(
4, with which the white people present (who did not under. exti
ý0V stand a word of it) pretended to be greatly delighted, cave

and laughed loudly too. Then the whole of the, lîttle exiff

band, upon a sign being given by ýMr Evans, burst at Am

once into a really beautiful hymn, which was quite un- size
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expected, and consequently all the more gratifying. This
concluded the examination, if I may so, call it; and after
a short prayer, the Indians departed to their homes,
highly delighted with their entertainment. Such was
the Christmas feast at Rossville, and many a laugh it

afforded us that night as we returned home across the
frozen lake by the pale moonfight.

Norway House is perhaps one of the best posts in the
Indiau country. The climate is dry-and salubriou&; and
aâhough. (fike nearl all the other parts of ihe country)
extremely cold in winter, it is very different from the
damp chilling cold of that season in Great Britâin. The

country around is swampy and rocky, and covered with
dense forests. Many of the Company's posts are but

ill provided with the necessaries of life, and entirely des.
titute of luxuries. Norway House, howeyer, is favoured
in this respect.- We always had fresh meat of some ki-üd
or other; sometimes beef, mutton, or venison, and occa»
sionally buffalo meat, was sent us from the Swan River
district. Of tea, sugar, butter, and bread, we had abun- ït
dance; and besides the produce of our garden in the way
of vegetables, the river and lake côntributed white-âh,
sturgeon, and pike, or jack-fish, in abundance. The
pike is not a very delicate fish, and the sturgeon is
ex.tremely coarse, but the white-fish ii' the most deli-

cate and delicious I ever ate. 1 am not aware of their
existence in any part of the Old World; but the ýiorth

American Ues abound with them. It îs generally the
size of a good salmon trout, of a bright silvery colour,
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and tutes, a little lik-e salmon. Many hundreds of furmi
traderE live almost entirely on white-fish, particularly at
those far northern posts where flour, sugar, and tea
cannot be had in great quantities, and where deer are
scarce. At these posts the Indians are frequently re.

duced to cannibalism, and the Companys people have,
on more than one occasion, been obliged to eat theïr
beaver skins 1 The beaver skin is thick and oily ; so

that, when the fur is burnt o:ff, and the skin well boiled,
it makes a kind of soup that will at least keep one alive.
This was the case one winter in Peel's River, a post
within the Arctic Circle, in charge of Mr Bell, a chief

trader ini the service; and I remember well reading in
one of bis letters, that all the fresh provision they bad

been able to procuré dur*g ý the winter, was Il two
squirrels and one crow P' During this time they had
existed on a quantity of dried meat whieh they for.
tunately had in store, and they were obligëd to lock the
gates of the fort, to préserve the remaiÈder from the
wretched Indians, who were eating each. other outside
the walls. The cause of all this misery was the entire
failure of the fisheries, togýther with great scarcity of

wild animaJs. Starvation is quite common among the
Indians. of those distant régions; and the scraped rocks,

of their coverine of tripe-de-roche (which re-
sembles drîè-d--upýýý-rýeed,) have a sad meaning and
melancholy appearance to die -&aveller who journeys

through the wilds and solitudes of Rupert's Lan
Norw'ay House is also an agreeable and interesting
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place, from. its being in a manner the gate to the only
route-to Hudson's Bay ; so thât, during the spring and

summer months, all the brigades of boats and canoes,
from every part of the northern departmënt must neces-
sarily pass it on their way to York Factory with fun;
and as thoy 0 return in th.e autumn, and some of the
gentlemen leave théir wives and fâmilies for a few weeks

till they return to the interior, it is at this sunny seasén
of the year quite a gay and bustling place ; and the,
clerks" house in which 1 lived was often filled with a
strange and noisy collection of human beings, who rested
here awhile ere the started for the shores of Hudsons

Bay, for the distant régions of M'Kenzie"s River, or the
Still more distant land of Oregon.

During winfèr our principal- amusement was white
partridge shooting. This bird is a species of ptarmi*gan

and is pure white, with the exception of the tips of the

wings and * tail. ' They were very numerous during thé
*inter, and formed an agreeable dish at our mess-table.
I also enjoyed a little skating a-t the begemining of the
winter, but the falling snow soon put an end to this
amusement. ce

Spring, beautiful spring! returned again to cheer us
in our solitude, and to open into life the waters and
streams of Hudson's Bay. Great will be thç difference

between the reader's idea of that season in that place-
and the reality. Spring, with its fresh green leaves and

opening flowers, its emerald fields and shady groves,
e so-undsofmelody! No,reader,tbatisnottl-e Mit1.41
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spTing we depict. Not quite so beautiful, though far more
prized, by those who spend. a monotonous winter of more

than six months in solitude. The sun shines brightly in IIE

a cloudless sky, lighting up the pure white fields and
plaine with dazzling brilliancy. The guéhing waters of
a thousand rills formed by the melting snow, break
sweetly on the ear, like the, -well-remembered, voice of h(

a long-absent friend. The whistling wings of wild-fowl,
as they lever and anon desert the pools of water now Y9
open in the lake, and hurry over the férest trees, ecord WIL

îK* well with the shrill cry of the yellow-leg and curlew, and
Xrý with the general wildness of the scene; while the reviv- tu

ing frogi chirrup gladly in the swamps, to see the break- eV
ing up of winter, and welcome back the spring. This is ha
the spring I write of; and, to have a correct idea of the Sta
beauties and the sweetness of this spring, you Must first Ber

m'el spend a winter in Hudson's Bay. Ar
As I said, then, spring returned. The ice melted,

floated off, and vanisbed. Jack River flowed gently on cei
Zî its way, as if it had never gone to sleep, and the lake bw

rolled and tumbled on its shores, as if to congratulate sta
them. on the happy change. Solon the boats began to CaiL
arrive firet came the Portage Brigade,'3 in charge of tWE

LEsperance there were seven or eight boats aàk, ere the
long, as many fires burned on the green beside the fort, an£'with a merry, careless band of wild in--looking Canadian and

half-breed, voyageurs round each-and a more picturesque
set of feHows 1 never saw. They were all dressed out in boa
new light blue capotes, and corduroy trou which they an(

;à
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tied at the knee with beadwork gaiters. Moose-Evkin
raocemins cased their feet, and their brawny sunburnt

necks were bare ; a scarlet belt encircled the waist of
each ; and while some wore hats with gaudy feathers,

others had their heads adorned with caps and bonnets,
surrounded with gold and silver tinsel hat-cords. A few,

however, desplising coats, travelled in blue and white
striped shirts, and trusted to their thickly matted hair to

guard them from the rain and sun. They were truly a
wild yet handsome set of men; and no one, when gazîng

on their happy faces as they lay or stood in careless atti-
tudes round the fires, pufliùg clouds of moke from their
ever-burning pipes, would have believed that these men

had left their wives and faimilies but the week before, to
start, on a five months' voyage of the most harassing de-

scription, fraught with the dangers of the boiling cataracts
and foaming rapids of the'interior.

They stopped at Norway House on their way to re- ýjî
ceive the ouffit of goods for the Indian trade of Atha.
-basca (one of the interior districts), and were then to
start for Portage La Loche ; a place whère the whole
cargoes are carried on the men's shoulders overland, for
-twelve miles, to the head waters of- another ri-ver, where
the traders from the northern posts come to -meet them
and, taking the goods, give in exchange the Il returns'-*
in-furs of the district.

Next came old Mr M'K- with his brigade of :â-ýe
boats from Isle à la Crosse, one of the interior districts;

and soon another set of camp fires burned on the green,
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and the clerks5 hotse received another occupant. A-fter
j them came the Red River brigades in quick succession; was

careful, funny, uproarious, Mr M-t on his way to York the
for goods ex'pected by the ship (for you must know Mr gour_
M- t keeps a store in Red River, a&d is a man of some frow

importance in the colony) ; and grasping, comicaJ, close.. very
fisted Mr Mac- t, and quiet Mr S- , all passing on- Sudé-rendering Norwa House quite livelywards to the sea COnJE

.x 1 j"l for a while, and then leaving it silelât; but not for long, P--chewan brigade, under the charge of chiefas the Saskat arriv
tradeÈ H- t and young Mr P-- , suddenly arrived, ones

,ý5,4 and filled the whole country with noiséand uproar. The and -
Saskatchewan brigade is the largest and most noisy that leadî-
halts at Norwa House. It generally numbers from that
fifteen to twentyboats, filled with the wildest men in the Paint
service. They come from the prairies and Rocky the ir
Mountains, and are cohsequently brimful of stories of the regio-

buffalo hunt, attacks upon grizzly bears and wild Indians A
some of them intereàting, and true enough but most of a har

them. either tremendous exaggerations, or altogether inr every
ventions of their own wild fancies. the st

Soon after, the light canoes arrived from Canada, and had
in them an assortment of raw -raateri.-d for the service, in some
the shape of four orfive green young men. -prime

The clerks' bouse now became crammed the quiet IndLai-
elderly folks, who had continued to'fret at its noisy occu- fýoM
pants,:fled iii despair to another bouse, and thereby left

room for the new-ecomers, or reen-horns, as they were the fir9
elegantly styled by their more knowiug fellow clerks. of life

J11

31Ti,
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Now, indeed, the corner of the fort in which we lived
was avoided by aJI quiet, people, as if it were smitten with eî
the plague ; while the loud laugh, uproarious song, and
seunds of the screeching flute or scraping fiddle, issued
from, the open doors and w*ndows, frightening away the

very mosquitoes, and making roof and rafters ring.
Suddenly a dead silence would ensue, and then it was
conjectured by the knom*ng' ones of the place, that Mr

P-y was coming oitt è4rong for the benefit of the new IL
arrivals; for he had a pleasant way, of getting the green
ones round him, and, by detailing some of the wild scenes
and incidents of his voya&es in the Saskatchewan of
leading them on fýom truth to exaggeration, and from
that to fanciful composition, wheremi he would detait,

painful minuteness, all the horrors of Indian warfpxe, and
the improbability of any one who entered those dreadful
regions ever returning alive

Norwa House was now indeed in full blow and manyy
a happy hour did I spend upon one of the clerk's beds,
every inch of whieh was generally occupied, listening-- to
the story or the song. The young men there assembled,
had arrived from the disi-ant quarters of America, and
some of them, leven fxom England. Some were in the

prime of manhood, and had spent many years in the 'JIndian. country ; some were beginning to serape the dawn
fýom their still soft chins while others were boys of
fourteen who had just left home, and were listening for
the first time open-mouthed to their seniors' description
of life in the wilderness.
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Alu 1 how soon were those happy, careless young 1
X fellows to separate; and how little probability was there and

of their ever meeting again A sort of friendship had sent
sprung up among three of us: many a happy hour had on 1

we spent in rambling among the groves and woods of wh%c;-
ïl Norway House; now ranging about in search of wild The

pigeons, anon splashing and tumbling in the clear waters and
of the lake, or rowing over its surface in a light came for

while our inexperienced voices fdled the woods with is si
matches of the wild yet plaintive songs of the voya.. thre-
geurs, which we had just begun to learn. Often had we
lain on our little pallet in Bachelors' HaJI, recounting to
each other our adventures in the wild woods, or recalling
the days of our childhood, and making promises of
keeping up a steady correspondence through aJI our

eparations, difficulties, and dangers.
A year passed awa , and at last 1 got a letter from, oney

of my friends, dated from. the Arctic regions, near the
e4; mouth of the MIKenzie River ; the other wrote to me

frem, among the snow-clad caps of the Rocky Mountains; parti
while I addressed them from the swampy ice-begirt shores PQSBI
of Huds'n's Bay. This

In the Saskatchewan brigade two young bisons were UP or

conveyed to York Factory, for the purpose of being ship- chase
ped for England in the Prince Rupert." They were a whici
couple of the wildest little wretches I ever saw, and were them-
a source of great annoyance to the men during the voyage. w1i', th ir
The way they were taken was odd enough, and I shal1 and h
here describe it. a buff

I-d »
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In the Saskatchewan the chief food both of white men
and Indians is buffalo meatý so, that parties are constantly
sent out to hunt the buffalo. They generally chase them
on horseback, the country bein'g mostly prairie land, and,

when they get close enough, shoot them, with guns.
The Indians, however, shoot them oftenér with the bow
and arrow, as they prefer keeping their powder and shot
for warfare. They are very expert with the bow, which
is short and str'ng, and can easily send an arrow quite
through a buffalo at twenty yards offi One of these

parties, then, was ordered to, procure two calves alive, if
pçossible, and'leud them to the Corapany-ls establishment.
This they succeeded in doing, in the following manner.-

Upon meeting with a herdthey all set off full gallop in
chase; away went the startled als at a round trot,,

which soon increased to, a gallop as the horsemen neared
them, and a shot or two told that they were coming
*,thin range. Soon the shots became more numerous,
and here and there a black spot on the prairie told where
a buffalo had fallen. No slackening of the pace -occurred,
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however, as each hunter, upon killing an animal, merely
threw dôwn his cap or mitten to mark it as his otvne and
continued in pursiùt of the herd, loading his gun as he
galloped along. The buffalo hunters, by the way, are Ahr

very expert at loading and firing quickly while going at,ý flies,

full gaRop. They carry two or three bullets in their nigh-

mouths, which they spit into the muzzles of their guns berc.

after dropping in a little powder, and instead of ramming dete,

it down with a rod, merelv hit the butt end of the gun less

e Dayon the pommel of their saddles; and in this way.fire a neck.,crreat many shots in quick succession. This, however, isC 
toucta dangerous mode of shooting, as the ball sometimes th o u,,.sticks hàlf way down the barrel and bursts the gun, Onlycarrying away a finger, a joint, and occasional]y a hand. (nothIn this way they soon killed as many bu:ffaloes as they

could carry in their carts, and one of the hunters set of over

in chasp of a calf. In a short time he edged one away men

from the rest, and then getting between it and the herd, The

ran straight against it with his horse and knocked it Our

down. The frightened little animal jumped up again or b-

and set off with redoubled speed, but another butt from thra-.-

the horse again sent it sprawling; again it rose, and was fly OT

again knocked down; and in this way was at last fairly gener

tired out; when the hunter, jumping suddenly from his huntî

horse, threw a rope round its neck and drove it before destrc

him to the encampment, and soon after brought it to the telesc

fort. It wa-s as wild as ever when 1 saw it àt Norway derini

House, and seemed to have as much distaste to its thral- lookir
seareldom as the day it was taken.
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As the summer advanced, the heat in'éreased, and the
mosquîtoes became perfectly insupportable. -Nothing

could save one from the attacks of these little tormenté.
Almost all other insects went to resý with the sun : und-

flies, which bit viciously during the day,'went to sleep at
night; the large bull-dog, whose bite is .terrible, slum-
bered in the evening; but the mosquito, the long-legged,
determined, vicious, persevering mosquito, whose cease-
less hum dwells for ever on the ear, never went to sleep te
Day and night, the painfijl, tender, little pimples on our

necks and behind our ears, were being constantly re-
touched by _these villanous flies. It was useless 9
thousands of tbem; millions supplied their place. The
only thing, in fact, that can protect one during the night
(nothing can during the day), is a net of gauze. hung
over the bed; but as this was looked upon by the young
men as somewhat effeminate, it was seldom resorted to.
The best thing for their destruction, we found, was tofill
our rooms with smoke, eîther by burning damp moss,
or by letting of large puffs of gunpowder, and then,
throwing the doors and windows open, to allow them to

fly out. This, however, did not put them all out; so we
generally spent an hour or so, before going to bed, in
hunting them with candles. Even this did not entirely
destroy them. - and often might our fýiends, by looking
telescopically through the key-hole, have seen us wan-
dering during the late hours*of the night in our shirts,
looking for mosquitoes, like unhappy ghosts doomed to

search perpeWey for something thev can never fmd.
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The intense suffoc g heat also added greatly to our and
discorafort. hav

In fine weather 1 used tq i it my fýiend Mr Evans at eigL
Rossville, where I had Wiays a hearty welcome. I re. tar

member on one occasiontieing obliged to beg the loan of biï%ýAil
Zpi, a canoe frqm an Indîan, and having a romantic paddle Wei.

across partof Playgreen Lake. I had been offéred e fiftV
passage in a boat which was going to Rossville, but was the
not to return. 11aving nothing particular to do, however, pad
at the time, I determined to take my chance of finding a trei
return conveyance of some kind or other. In due time out
I arrived at the parso-nage, where I spent a pleasant rayi.
afternooiL in sauntering about the village, and in admir- w e

the rapidity and ease with which the Indian children the9le î,,,
could read and write the Indian language by means of a glasç,
syRabic alphabet invented by their clergyman. The tintE
same gentleman afterwards made a set of leaden types, it d'

î-, with no other instrument than a penknife, and printed a The
great many hymns in the Indian language. gre..
In the evening 1 began to think of returning to, the shac

fort,, but no boat or canoe could be found smaR enough of tl
to be paddled by one. man,,and as- no one seemed inclined all M
to go with me, I began to fear that I should have to re- flew
main all night. At last a young Indian told me. he had a the
hunting canoe, which 1 might have, if I chose to venture sudc
across the lake -M it, but it was -very small. I instantly thro-

accçpted his offer, and bidding adieu to my friends at of à
the parsonage, followed bim down to a smaR creek over- for
shaded by tall trees, where, concealed among the reeds MOM
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and bushos, lay the canoe. It could not, 1 should think,
have measured, more than three yards in length, by
eighteen inches in breadth at the middle, whence it
tapered at either end to a thin edge. It was made of
birch baïk scarcely a quarter of an ineh thick, and its

weight mây be imagined, when 1 say tbat the Indian
lifted it from, the ground with one hand and placed it in

the water, at the same time handing me a small light
paddle. I stepped. in with great care, and the frail bark

trembled with my weight as I seated myself, and pushed
out into the lake. The sun had just set, and his expiring
rays cast a glare upon the overhanging clouds in the

west, whilst the shades of night gathered thickly over
the eastern horizon. Not a breath of wind disturbed the
glassy smoothness of the water, in which every golden-
tinted cloud was mirrored with a fidelity that rendered

it difficult to say which was image and wbich, reality.
The little bark darted through. the water with the
greatest ease, and as I passed among the deepening
shadows of the lofty pýnes, and across the gilded waters

of the bay, a wild enthusiasm seized me; 1 strained with
all my strength upon the paddle, and the sparkling drops

flew in showers behind me, as the little canoe flew over
the water more like a phantom than a reality; when
suddenly 1 missed my stroke; my whole weight was
thrown on one side., the water gurgled over the gunwale
of the canoe, and my heart leapt to my mouth, as I looked
for an instant into the dark water. It was only for a
moment - in another instant the canoe righted, and 1
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paddled the remainder of the way m a much more gentle
manner; enthusiasm, gone, and a most wholesome degree

of y pervading my entire frame. It was dark
when I reached th fort, and upon landing, I took the
canoe under my and carried it up the bank withm 1

nearly as much easé, as if it had been a camp -stool.
When the day was warm and the sun bright-when

the sky was clear and the water blue-when the air was
motionless, and the noise of arrivals and departures had

ceased-when. work was at a stand, and we enjoyed the
felicity of having no g to do, Mr Rr-- and I'saun.
tered down to the water's edge to have an hour or two2s
fishing. ý

The fish we fished for were poldeyes, and the mannee
of our fishing was this:-Pausing occasionaRy as we
walked. along, one of us might be observed to bend in a

watchful manner over the grass, and gradually assuming
the position of a quadruped, fall plump, upon bis hands
and knees. Having achieved this feat, he would Mie
with a grasshopper between his:finger and thumb; a tin
box being then held open by the other, the unlucky

insect wa-s carefully introduced to, the interior, and the
lid closed sharply,-ýome suéh remark attending each
capture, as that " that one was safee' or "I there went

anotherYY the mystery of the whole proceeding
being explained by the , fact, that these same incarcerated

grasshoppers were intended to form. the bait with whià
we trustèd to beguîle the unwary goldeyes to their fate.

Having arrived at the edge of the place where we
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usuaây fishod, each drew from a cleft in the rSk a stout
branch of a tree, around the end of wbich wais wouhd a
bit of twine with a large hook a#Àwhed to, it. TlûE; we
unwound quickly, and afier i a lîve grasshopper
upon the barbs of our respective hooksdropped them

into the water, and gazed intently at the lines. Mr
R.-. who was a great lover of angling, now began to

gýýéxcited, and made several violent pulls at the line,
under the impression ihat something had Uten. Sud-
denly his rod, atout as it was, bent with the mmense
muscular force applied to, it, and a small goldeye, about
three or four inches long, fluhed like an électric spark

from, the water, and fell with bursting force on the rocks
behind, at the very feet of a ismall Indian boy, who sat
nearly in a state of n2kture, watching our movements

from, among the bashes. The little captive was of a
bright silvery colour, with a golden eye, and is an e'x-

cellent, fish for breakfast. The truth of the Éroverb, Il it
never rains but it pours,"- was, soon verified by the im-
mense number of goldeyes of every size, from one foot
to four inches, which we showered into the bushes béhind
US. Two or three duen were caught in a few minutes,
and at last we began to get quite exhausted, and Mr
R- proposed going up to the. house for his new fly-
nd, by way of diversifying the sport, and rendering it

more scientific,
Down he came again in a few minutes, with a splen-
didly varnished, extremely sUm. rod, with an invisible

line, and an aérial fly. This'instrument was soon put



'Y
-97

134 RUDSONS BAY.

up, and Mr R- letting out six fathoms of lino, stood
erect, and m g a splendid heave, caught the Indian Io

bo by the hair This was an embarrassing commence-y
ment; but being an easy, good-natured man, he only
frowned the boy out of countenance, and shortened his 01

line. The next cast was more successful; the lino swept dE

gracefully through the air, and fell in a series of elegant w

circles within a few feet of the rock on which ho stoode
141

Goldeyes, however, are not particular; and ere ho could of
9£draw the line strait, a very large one darted at thé fîyý

and swallowed it. The rod bent into a beautiful oval, as
Mr R made a futile attempt to whip the fish overà, i'd 1

his head, according to eustom, and the lino straitened
1ýJ

withfearful rigidity as the fish began to pull for its life,
The fisher became energetic, and the fish impatient, but
there was no prospect of its lever being landed; till at

lut, having got his rod inextricably entangled among
the neighbouring bushes, ho ]et it faJI, and most un-

scientificall hauled the fish out by the line, exclaiming,y
in the bitterness of his heart, that rods wýýe contemp-
tible childish things, and that a' stout branch of a tree
was the rod for him.'-' This last essay seemed to have ert

frightened aU the rest away, for not another bite did we br(

get after that,
Towards the beg*nnl'ng of June 1843, orders arrived ba,

from. head-quarters, appointing me to spend'the ap. thE

proaching winter at York Factory, the place where 1 had grE

first pressed American soil. It is impossible to describe thE

the joy with which I received the news. Whether it A
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:)d was my 'extreme fondness for travelling, or the mere

,an love of change, I cannot tell, but it had certainly the
effect of making me very joyful, and I set about makinom

ly preparation for the journey immediately. The arrival
of the canoes from Canada was to, be the sigmal for my
departure, and I looked forward to théir appearanceept with eat impatience.

,nt gr
)do In a few days the canoes amved, and on the fourth
Id of June 1843 1 started, in company with several other

gentlemen, in two north canoes. These light graceful

as
-er
ad
:e*
ut
at

19

-e craft were about thirty-six feet long, by from. five to six
-Te broad, and were capable of containing eight men and

three passengers. They were made entirely of birch

Id bark, and gaudily painted on the bow and stern. In
these fairy-like boats, then, we swept swiftly over Play.

-1 green Lake, the bright vermilion paddles glancing in
the sunshine, and the woods echoing to the lively tune of

t A la claire fontaine, sung by the two crews in full chorus.
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WMsoon left Norway Rçuse far behind us, and ere long
were 'Papidly descending the streams that flow tbrourh
the forests of the interior into Hudson's Bay,

While running one of the numerous rapids withwhich
those rivers abound, our canoe struck upon a rock, which
tore a large hole in its side. Fortunately the accident

happened close to the shore, and nearly at the usual
breakfa.sting hour; so that wbile some of the men re.

paired the damages, which they did in half an hour,
we employed ourselves agreeably in demolishing a huge
ham, several slices of bread, and a cup or two of strong
tea.

This was the only event worth relating that happened
to us during the voyage; and as canoe travelling is en-
larged upon in another chapter, we will jump at once to
the termination of our journey.
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3 CHAPTER VIL

'YORK FACTORY-WINTER &MUSEMENTSe ETC.

.,e
ARE you ambitious, reader, of dwelling in a pleasant
cot in a tranquil spot., with a distant view of the changing
sea ? -" If so, do not go to York Factory. Not that it

is such an unÉleasant Place-for I spent two years very
happily there-but simply (to give a poetical reason, and

,exPlain its character in one sentence) because it is a
monstrous blot on a swampy spot, with a pm*tW view of

the frozen sea!
First impressions are generally Mcorrect ; and I have

little doubt that your first impression is, that a Il mon.
strous blot on a swampy spot'e cannot by any possibility
be an agemble place. To dispel this impression.land at
the s'me time to enlighten you with regard to a variety
of - facts, with which you. are probably unacquainted, i

describe York Factory as graphically as may be,
An outline of its general appearance has been already
given in a former chapter, so, 1 will now proceed to par-
ticularise the buildings. The principal edifice is, the
ce general store," where the goods, to the amount of two
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years' outfit for the whole northe:ùn de t
partmen are ai

stored. On each side of this is a long, low, whitewashed ZL
house, with green edgings, in one of which visitors and

temporary res*dents during the summer aire quartered.
The other is the summer mess-room. Four roomy fur. M.

-lit stores stand at right angles to these houses, thus forming
three sides of the front square. Behind these stands a

o4hi row of smaller buildings for the labourers and tradesmen; CC
and on the right hand is the dwelling-house of the gentle.
man in charge, and a oining the cler s' house, while ar.
on-the left are the provision store and Indian tradinz-

shop. A feÉ ùlm*gnificant buildings, such as the oil-store wi
and lumÈer-house, intrude themselves here and there;
and on the right, a tall ungainly outlook rises in the air,
affording the ahabitants an extensive view of their wïld TI
domains, and just beside it stands the ice-house. This of
latter building is fled every spring with blocks of solia
ice of about three feet square, which do not melt during an(
the short but intensely bot summer. The inhabitaints, thE
are thus enabled to lay up, a store of fresh meat for sum- thE
mer use, which lasts thèm till about the commencement fin,
of winter, The lower stratum of ice in this house never whý
melts, ; noir, indeed, doles, the soil of the surrounding ral
country ; which only thaws to, the depth of a few feet, the a -1
sub-soil being perpetually frozen.

The climate of York Factory is very bad in the warm, the
months, of the year, but during the winter the intensity the
of the cold renders it healthy. Summer is very short; 455
and the whole three seasons of spring, summer, and intE
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autumn, are included in the months of June, July, August,
and September-the rest being winter.

During part of ' summer the heat is extreme, and
millions of flies, mosquitoes, &o., render the country

unbearable. Fortunately, however, the cold, soon extir-
pates them. Scarcely any thing in the w*ay of vegetables

can be raised in the small spot of ground called, by
courtesy, a garden. Potatoes one year, for a wonder,
attained the size of walnuts; and sometimes a cabbage
and a turnip are prevailed upon to grow. Yet the woods
are :filled with a great variety of wild berries, among
which the cranberry and swampberry are considered the
best. Black and red currants, as well as gooseberries,
are plentiful, but the first are bitter, and the last sman.
The swampberry is in shape something like theraspberry,
of a light yèllow colour, and grows on a low Ibush, almost
close to,- the ground. They make excellent preserves,
and, together with cranberries, are made into, tarts for
the mess duri'g winter. In the month of September
there are generaHy a couple of weeks or so of extremely

fmè weather, which is called the Indian summer; after
which, winter,ý with frost, cold and snow, sets in with

rapidity. For a few weeks in October there. is sometimes
a little warm weather (or rather, I should say, a little

tha" weather), but after that, until the following April,
the thermom'eter seldom rises to, the freezing point. In
the depth of winter the thermometer falls from 30 to 40,
45, and even 49 degrees below zero of Fahrenheit, This
intense cold, however, is not so much felt as one might
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suppose, as, during its continuance, the air îs perfectly
caim. 'Were the ilightest breath of wind to, arisè when

the thermometer stands so low, no man could show hà
face to it for a moment. Forty degrees below zero, and
quite calm, is infinitely preferable to 15'0 below, or there-
àbouts, wîth a strong breeze of wînd. Spirit of wine is
of course the onlv thin that can be used in the thermo-
meters, as mercury, were it exposed to, such cold, would

remain frozen nearly half the winter. Spirit never froze
in any cold ever experienced at York Factory, unless

when very much adulterated with water ; and even then,
the spirit ýwould rernain liquid in the centre of the mass.*

To resist this ktense cold, the iâhabitants, dress, not in
furs, as is generally sup-posed, but in coats and trousers
made of smoked deer-skins - the ouly piece of fur in their
costume being the cap. The houses are bat of wood,

with, double windows and doors. They are heated by
large iron stoves, fed with wood ; yet so intense is, the

cold, that I have seen the stove in places red-hot, and a
basin of water in the room -frozen solîd. The average

cold, I should think, is about 15 or 16 degrees below zero,
or 48 degrees of frost. The country around, is a com-
plete swamp, but the extreme shortness of the warm

weather, and the consequent length of winter, fortunately
prevents the rapid decomposition of vegetable matter.
Another cause of the iiinbealtMness of the climate during

Quickcffiver emfly-freezes ; and it has frequently been run into a
bullet mould, exposed io the cold air tiU frozen, and in this state
rammed down a gun barre4 andfired through a thick plank.
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summer, is the prevalence of dense fogs, which come off
the bay and enshroud the country, and also, the liability
of the weather to sudden and extreme ohanges.*

Summer may be sai*d to commence in July, the pre-

ceding month being a fight between summer and -winter,
which, cannot claim. the slightest title to the name oi
spring. As August advances, the heat becomes great;
but about the commencement of September, nature wears
a more pleasing aspect, which lasts till the mîddle of

October. It is then clear and beautiful, justcold enough
to kill all the mosquitoes, and render brisk exercise
agreeable.- About this tim'e, too, the young- ducks begin

to fly south, affording excellent sport -among the marshes.
A week or so after this, Winter commences, with light î

falls of snow occasionally, and hard frost during the
night. Flocks of snow-bîrds (the harbingers of cold in

autumn, and heat în s ing) begin to appear, and soon
the whirring wiiags of the white partridge may be heard
among the snow-encompassed willows. The first thaw
generally takes place in April, and May is characterised

by melting snow, disruption of ice, and the arrival, of the
first flocks of wild-fowl.

The country around the fort is one immense level
swamp, thickly covered with willows, and dotted here and

there with a few clumps, of pine-trees. The. only large
timber in the vicinity grows on the banks of Hayes and
Nelson Rivers, and consists chielly of spruce-:fir. The

See Table on next page.
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swampy nature of the ground haà rendered it necesury
to raîse the houses în the fort several feet in the air,
upon blocks of wood, and the squares are intersected by
elevated wooden platforms, which form the only prome-
nade the înhabitants have during the summer, as no one
can venture fifty yards beyond the gateEr without wettîng
his feet. Nothing bearing the most distant resemblance
to a hillock exists in the land. Nelson River is a broad
rapid stream, which discharges itself into, Hudson's Bay, ?
near the mouth of Hayes River, between which lies a
belt of swarap and willows, known by the name of the
point of marsh. Here ma be found, during the sprîng
and âutumn, millions of ducks, geese, and plover, and
during the summer, billions of mosquitoes. There are a

great many strange plants and shrubs, in this marsh,
which forms a wîde field of reseaxch and pleasure to the
botanist and the sportsman: but the lover of beautiful
scenery, and the florist, will find little to please the eyqu
or imagination, as nature has here put on her plaigest
garb ; and flowers there are none.

Of the feathered tribes, there are the large and small
gray Canada goose, the laughing goose (so called from
the resemblance of its cry to laughter), and the wavie
or white goose. The latter are not very numerous.
There are great numbers of wild-ducks, pintails, wid- le
geons, divers, sawbills, black ducks, and teal; but the 7
prince of ducks (the canvass--baelL-) is not there. In
spring and autumn the whole country becomes musical
with the wli'd cries and shrill whistle of immense hosts of
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plover of all kinds; long legs, short legs, black legs, and
yellow legs, sand-pipers and snipe, which are assisted in
their noisy concerts by myriads of frogs. The latter are
really the best songsters in 1-ludson's Bay.* .Bitterns
are also found in the marshes - and sometimes, though,
rarely, a solitary crane finds, its way to the coast. In
the woods, and among the dry places airound, there are
a few gray grouse and wood partridges, a great many
hawks, and owls of all sizes, froin the gigantie white

owl, which measuresfive feet across the back and wings,
to the small gray owl, not much bigger than a man's
hand.

In winter the woods and frozen swamps are filled with
ptarmigan, or, as they are called by the trappers, white

partýidges. They are not very palatable; but, never-
thelèss, they form a pretty constant dish at the winter

mess-table of York Factory, and afford an excellent sport
to the inhabitants. There are also great varieties of small
birds, among which the most interesting are the snow.
birds, or snow-flakes, which'pay'the country a flying

visit at the commencement and termination of winter.

-Such is York Fort, the.. great depôt and gate to the
wild regionà surrounding Rudson's Bay. Having de-

scribed its appearance and general characteristics, I
shall proceed to introduce the reader to my future com.

The thousands of frogs that fill the swamps of America whistle or
chirp so exactly like little birds, that many people, upon hearing them
for the first time, have mistaken them -for the féathered songsters of the
groves. Their ouly fault is that they scaircely ever cease singing.
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panions, and describe our amusements and sports am'ng
the marshes.

BAcHELORS" IIALL.

On the of June 1843, 1 landed the second time on
the wharf of York Fort, and betook mys«elf to BachelorW
Hall, where Mr H-, whom I met by the way, told
rne to take up my quàrters. As 1 approached the door
of the well-remembered house, the most tremendous up-
roar that ever was heard proceeded from within its

dingy walls; so I jumped the paling that stood in front
of the windows, and took a pee f at the interior before
introducing myself.'

The scène that met my eye was ludicrous in the
extreme. Mounted on a chaîr, behind a bedroom, door,
stood my friend C-, with a large pail of water in his

arms, which. he raised cautiously to the top of the door,
for the purpose, of tilting it over upon two fellow clerks
who stood below, engaged in a wrestling match, little
dreaming of the cataract that was soon to fall on their

devoted heads. At the door of a room opposite stood
the doctor, gr*ni*ng from ear to, earaît the thought of
sending â-thick stream. of water in C-s face from. a
large syringe which. he held in his hands; while near
the -stove sat the jolly skipper, looking as grave as pos-
sible.

The practical joke was just approaching to a climax
wheR I looked in. The combatants neared the door be-

hind which- C- was ensconced. The pail was raised,
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and the syringe pointed, when the hall door opened, and Ck
waJked in 1 The sudden change that tnsued

could not have been more rapidly effected had Mr H--- or
been a magician. The doctor thrust the syringe into his WL

pocket, into which. a great deal of the water escaped and laiL
dripped fýom, the skirts of his colat as he walked slowly Ca

across the room. and began to examine, with a wonderful Pla
4e, degree of earnestness, the edge of an amputating knife nu

that lay lapon his dressing-table. The two wrestlers me
sprang with one accord into theïr own room, where they bv
hid their flushed faces behind the, door. Certain smo. leg

thered sounds near the stove proclaimed the skipper to Stc
be revellIng in an excruciating fit of suppressed laugh. be
ter; while poor C-, who slipped his foot in rapidly

descending from his chair, lay sprawling in an ocean of Wv.

water, which he had upset upon. himself in his fall. roc«
Mr H merely went to Mr W- l's room, to ask kel

a few questions, and then departed as if he had seen niti
nothing; but a peculiar twist in the corners of bis mouth, tab.

and a comical twinkle in his eye, showed that, although a L
he said nothing, yet he had a pretty good guess tbat his OcCi

Young men"' had been engaged in mischie£ the«
Such were the companions to whom. I introduced my- rodiand, while they went off to the office,

self shortly after , apr
e' I amused. myself in looking round the rooms in which I not

was, to spend the approaching winter. a M:
The house was only one stôrev high and the greater ber

part of the interior formed a large hall, from. which tobi
seveÈa doors led into the sleeping apartments of the greý
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clerks. The whole, was built of wood; and few houses
could be found, where* so little attention was paid to

ornament or luxury. The walls were orig y painted
white; but this, from long exposure to the influence of a
large smoky stove, had changed to a dirty yellow. No
carpet covered the floor, yet, neverthéless, its yellow
planks had a cheerful appearance; and gazing at the
numerous knots with which it was covered, often afforded
me a dreamy kind of 'amusement when I hacl nothing

better to, do. A large oblong liron box, on four crooked
legs, with a el running &om it through the roof, 'lit

stood -exactly in the middle of the room ; this was a stove,
'but the empty wood-box inthe corner showed that its
services were not required at that time. And truly they
were not; for it was the height of summer, and the whole
room was filled with mosquitoes and bull-dog flies, who

kept up a perpetual, hum night and day. The only fur-
niture that graced the room consisted of two small kitéhen
tables without table-cloths, five whole wooden chairs, and
a broken one; which latter, being light and handy, was

occasionally .1ped as a missile by the young men when
they happened to quarrel. Several guns and fishing-
rods stood in the corners of the Hall ; but their dirty
appearance proclaimed that sporting, at that time, was
not the order of the day. Th é tables were covered with
a miscellaneous coHection of articles; and, from a num.
ber of pipes, reposing on little odoriferous heaps of eut
tobacco, I inferred that my future companiions, were

great smokers. Two or three books, a pair of broken
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foils, a battered mask, and several surgical instruments,
over which a huge mortar and pestle presided, completed
the catalogue.

The différent sleeping apartments around, were not
only interesting to contemplate, but also extremely cha..
racteristic of the pursuits of their différent tenants. The

first I entered was very small, just large enough to con-
tain a bed, a table, and a chest, leaving little room for
the occupant to move about in; and yet, from the ap-
pearance of things, he did move about in it to some
purpose, as the table was strewn with a number of saws,
files, bits of ivory and wood, and in a corner a smaR vice
held the bead of a cane in its iron jaws. These were
mixed with a number of Indian account-books and an ink.

stand; so that I concluded I had stumbled on the bed.
room of my friend Mr W-' the postmaster.

The quadrant case and sea chest in the next room
proved it to be the skipper's,'ývithout the additional
testimony of the oiled-cloth, coat and sou'-wester hanging
upon the walls.

The doctor's room was filled with dreadful-looking
instruments, suggestive of operations, amputations, bleed-
ing wounds, and human agony; while the accountanVs

was equally characterised by methodical neatness, and
the junior clerks-' by utter and chaotic confusion. None
of these bedrooms were carpeted; none of them boasted
of a chair-the trunks and boxes of the persons to whom
they belonged answering instead; and none of the beds
were graced with curtains. Notwithstanding this emp-
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tiness, however, they derived a warmth of appearance
from the number of greatcoats, leather capotes, fur caps,

worsted sashes, guns, rifles, shot-belts, sir-shoes, and
powder-horns, with whieb the walls were profusely deco.
rated. The ceilings of the rooms, moreover, were very
low, si much so, that, by standing on*tiptoe,- 1 could
touch them with my hand; and the window in euh was
only about three feet by two and a half broad, so
that upon the whole the house was rather snug than
otherwise.

Such was the habitation in which 1 dwelt, such were
the companions with whom I associated at York Factory.

As the season advanced, the days became shorter and
the nights more frosty ; and soon a few es of snow

fell, indicating the approach of winter. About the begin-
ning of October the cold damp snowy weather that

usually precedes winter set in; and shortly afterwards
Hayes River was full of drifting ice, and the whole country

coveréd with snow. A week or so after this'.. the river
was, completely frozen over ; and Hudsoi Bay itself, as 'lit

far as the eye could reach, was covered with a coat of ice.
We now settled down into our winter habits. Double

windows were :fittèd in, and douple doors ali Extra
blaàkets were put upon the be&; the iron stove kept
constantly alight ; and, in fact, every preparation was
made to gate the severity of the winter.

The water froze every night in our buim, although
the stove was kept at nearly a red heat all day, and

Piepretty warm all ni t; and our out-of-door costume wasgh
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cha'ged from. jackets and shooting coats to thick leather
capotes, fur caps, duffle socks, and moccasins,

Soon after this, white partridges showed themselves;
and one fine, clear frosty morning, after breakfast, I
made my first essay to kill some, in company with my

fellow-clerk and room-mate C-, and the worthy
skipper.

The manner of dressing ourselves to resist the cold was
curious. I wiII describe C- as a type of the rest.
After donning a pair of'deer-skin trousers, he proceeded

to put on three pair of blanket socks, and over these a
pair of moose-skin moccasins. Then a pair of blue cloth
leggins -ýkere hauled over his trousers, partly to keep
the snow from, sticking to them, and partly for warmth.
After thîs he put on a leather capote edged with fur.
This coat was very warm, being lined with fia Ûnel, and

overlapped very much in front. It was fastened with a
scarlet worsted belt round the waist, and with a loop at
the throat. A pair of thick mittens made of deer-skin
hung round his shoulders by a worsted cord, and his
neck was wrapped in a huge sbawl, above whose mighty
'folds his good-humoured visage beamed like the sun on
the edge of a fog-bank. A fur cap with ear pieces com-

pleted his costume. Having finished his toilet, and tucked
" pair of snow-shoes, -five feet -long, under one arm, and
" double-barrelled fowling-piece under the other, C

waxed extremely impatient, and proceeded systematicaRy
to aggravate the unfortunate skipper (who was always
very slow,-poor man, except on board ship), addressing9
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sundry re s to, the stove upon the-slownes& of sea.
faring men in general, and skippers in particular. -In a
few minutes the skipper appeared in a s costume,
with a monstrously long gun over his shoulder, and'under
his arm a pair of snow-shoes gaudily painted by himself;

which. snow-shoes he used to admire amazingly, and often
gave it as his opinion that they were Il slap-up,, tossed-

off-to-the-nines'-' snow-shoes 1 Truly they were large
enough; the following sketch will show the proportion

the shoe bore to bis lege

In this guise, then, we departed on our ramble. The
sun shone brightly in the cold blue sky, giving a warm.
appearance to the scene, although no sensible warrath

proceeded from it, so cold was the air. Countless mil-
lions' bf icy particles covered every bush and treý' glitter-

g tremulously in its rays like onds-psha 1 that
kackneyed simile onds of the purest water never
shone like these evanescent little gems of nature. The
air was biting cold, obliging us to walk briskly along to
keep pur blood in circulation; and the breath flew thick
and white from, our mouths and nostrils, like clouds of
steam, and, condensing on our hair and the breasts of
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e, îh our coats, gave us the appearance of being powdereà
with fine snow. C-ý % red countenance assumed a
redder hue by contrast, and he cut a very comical figure r
when his bushy whiskers changed from their natural 1ý
auburn hue to a pure white, under the influence of'this
icy covering. The skipper, who all this while had been cc

floundering slowly among the deep snow, through which
his short legs were but ill calculated to carryhim, sud, bc

denl wheeled round, and presented to our view the Wy
phenomenon of a very red warm face, and an extremely,

livid cold nose thereunto affixed. We instantly apprised Ir
him of the fact that his nose was frozen, which he would, bi:
scarcely believe for some time; however, he was soon
convinced; and after a few minutes' hard rubbing, it was thE

restored to its usual temperature. reç
We bad hitherto been walking through the thick

woods near the river's bank; but finding no white part- exr
ridges there, we stretched out înto the frozen swamps, TE
which now presented large fields and piains of.compact kîli

snow, studded here and there with clumps and thickets wh
of willows. Among these we soon discovered fresh tracks G
of birds in the snow, whereat the skipper became excited i
(the sport being quite new to him), and expressed'his son

belief, in a home whisper, that they were not far aff. kin
He even went the length of endeavouring to walk on cou.

tipýtoe, but being unable, from the weight of his snow- alor
shôes, to accomplish this he only tripped himselý and, the

g with a stunning crash through a large dried-up his
bush, buried his head, shoulders, and gun in the snow.
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Whir-r-r 1 went the birds---crack 1 bang 1 went Cý's
gun, and down came two partridges; while thé unfortu.
nate skipper, scarce taking time to clear his eyes from,
snow, in his anxiety to, get a shot, started up, aimed at
the birds, and blew the top of a willow, which stood a
couple of feet before him, into a thousand atoms. The
partridges were very tame, and only flew to a neigh-
bouring clump of bushes, where they alighted. Mean.

while C- picked up his birds, and while reloading
his gun, complimented the skipper upon the beautiful
manner in which he pQinted. To this he answered -not,
but, raising his gun, let drive at a solitary bird, which
either from féar or astonishment had remained behind
the rest, and escaped detection until now, owing to its
resemblance to the surrounding snow. He fortunately
succeeded in hitting thîs time, and bagged it with great
exultation. Our next essay'was even more successful.
The skipper fired at one which, he saw sitting near him,

killed it, and als6 two more Éhich he had not seen, but
which. had happened to be in a line with the shot, and
C- and I killed a brace each when they took wing.

During the whole day we wandered about the woods,
sometimes kiffing a few ptarmigan, and occasionally a

kind of grouse, which are called by the people of the
country wood partridges. WEàt sauntering slowly
along in the afternoon. a rabbit darted across our path
the skipper fired at it without evèn putting the gun to,

his shoulder, and to his utter astonishment killed it.
After this we turned to retrace our steps, t g that1
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as our game-bags were pretty nearly full, we had done
enough for one day. Our sport was not done, howe-ver;
we came -suddenly upon a large flock of ptarmigan, so

tame that they would not fly, but merely ran from us a
little way at the noise of each, shot. The firing, that now

commenced was quite terrifie. C- fired till both bar-
rels of his gun were stopped up; the skipper fired till his
powder and shot were done ; and I fired till-I skinned

my tongue P Lest any one should feel surprised at the
last statement, I may as well explain how this happened.
The cold had become so intense, and my hands so'be-

numbed with loading, that the thumb at last obstinately
refused te open the spring of my powder-flask. A part-
ridge was sitting impudently before me, so that in the

fear of losing the shot, I thought of trying to open it
with my teeth. In the execution of this plan, I put the

brass handle to my mouth, and my tongue happening to
come in contact with it, stuck fast thereto,-or, in other

words, was frozen to it. Upon discovering this, I in_
stantly pulled the flask away, and with it a piece of skin
about the size of a sixpence; and, having achieved this

little feat, we once more bent our steps homeward.
During our walk the day had darkened, and tbe sky

insensibly become overcast. Solitary flakes of snow fell
here and there around us, and a low moaning sound, as
of distant wind, came mournfully down through the
sombre trees, and, eddying round their trunk in little
gusts, gently moved the branches, and died away in the
distance. With an uneasy glance at these undoubýed
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signs of an approaching storm, we hastened towards the
fort as fà-st as our loads permitted us, but had little hope
of reaching it before the first burst of the gale. Nature
had laid aside her spavkIing.jýwels, and was now dressed
in her simple robe of white. Dark leaden clouds rose
on the northern horizon, and the distant howling of the
cold, cold wind struck mournfully on our ears, as it
rushed fresh and bitterly piercing from the Arctic seas,
tearing madly over the frozen plains, and driving clouds

of hail and snow before it. Whew! how it dashed along
-scouring wildly over the ground, as if maddened by

the slight resistance offéred to it by the swaying bushes,
and hurryin 'impetuously forward to seek a more worthy
object on which to spend its bitter fury 1 Whew 1 how
it curled around our limbs, catching up mountains of snow
into the air, and dashing them înto impalpable dust

against our wretched faces-, Oh 1 it was bitterly, bitterly
cold. Notwithstanding our thick wrappings, we felt as if

élothed, in gauze; while our faces seemed to collapse and
wrinkle up as we turned them, from the wind and hid
them in our mittens. One or two flocks of ptarmigan,

scared by the storm, flew swiftly past us, and sought
shelter in the nelighbouring forest. We quièklyfollowed
their example, and, availing ourselves of the partial shel-

ter of the trees, made the best of our wa'y back to the
fort, where we arrived just as it was getting dark, and
entered the warm. precincts of Bachelors' Hall, like three

d marble statues, so completely were we covered
from head to foot with snow.
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It was curîous to observe the change that took place
in thé appearance of our guns after we entered the warm

room. The barrels, and every bit of metal upon them,
instantly became white, 4e ground glass 1 This pheno.
menon wu caused by the condensation and freezing of

the moist atmosphere of the room upon the cold iron.
Any piece of metal, when brought suddenly'out of such
intense cold înto a warm room, will in this way become
covered with a pure white coating of hoarfrost. It does
not remain long in thîs state, however, as the warmth of
the room soon heats the metal and melts the ice. Thus,
in about ten minutes our guns assumed three diffèrent

appearancos. when we entered the house, they were
clear, polished, and dry; in five miiautes they were white
as snow; and in five more, dripping wet!

On the following morning a small party of Indians,
arrived with furs, and Mr W- went with them to, the

trading-room, whîther 1 accompanied him.
The trading-room, or, as it is frequently called, the

Indian shop, was much like what is called a store in the
United States. It -contained every imaginable commodîty
likely to be needed by Indiau . On various shelves were
piled bales of cloth of all col&urs, capotes, blankets, caps,
&c., and in smaller divisions were placed files, scalping-
knives, gun-screws, flints, balls of twine, fire-steels,

canoe-awls, and glass-beads of all colours, sizes, and de.
soripti*ons. Drawers in the counter contained needles,

pins, scissors, tbïm les, fish-hooks, and vermilion for
painting canoes and faces. The floor was strewn with a
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variety of copper and tin kettles, from half-a-pint to a
gallon ; and on a stand in the farthest corner of the room, fil

fil,
stood about a dozen trading guns, and beside them a keg
of powder and a box of shotà_

Upon our entrance into this room, trade began. First
of aH, an old Indîan laid a pack of furs upon the counter,

which Mr W- counted and vaJued. Having done
this, he ma-rk-ed the amount opposite the old man's name tir-
in hîs " Indian book,-" and then handed him. a number of j h17jismall pieces of wood. The use of these pieces of wood is
explained in the third chapter. The Indian then began
to look about hîm, opening his eyes gradually, as he
endéavoured to find out which. of the many things before
him. he would like to have. Sympathising with his eyes,
his mouth slowly opened also; and having remained in

this state for some time, the former looked at Mr W- , î
and the latter pronounced. ahcoup (blanket). Ilaving
received the blanket, he paid the requisite niim & of
bits of wood for ît, and became abstracted, again. In
this way he bought a gun, several yards of cloth, a few
beads, &c., till all his sticks were gone, and he made
way for another. The India'ns were uncomMonlv slow Îîý

however, and Mr W- and I returned to the house in
a, couple of hours, with very cold. toes and fingers, and
exceedingly blue noses.ci

During winter we breakfasted usually at nine o'clock,
then sat do'n to the CÏesk tiE one, w-hen we dined. After

dinner we resumed our pens tiE when we had tea,
and then wrote agair tiiii elight, af-,.,e-, wnie'h we either

1 à
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amused ourselves with books (of which. we had a few);
kicked up a row; or, putting oif our snow-shoes, went

off to pay a moonlight visit to our traps. On Wednes-
days and Saturdays, however, we did no work, and
generally spent these days in shooting.

It is only at the few principal establishments of the
i;j Company, where the accounts of the country are collected

annually, to be forwarded to the Hudson's Bay House in
London, that so much writing is necessary.

As thé Christmas holida s approached, we preparedy
for the amusements of that joyous season. On the
morninz before Christmas, a gentleman who had spent

the first part of the winter all alone at his outpost,
arrived to pass the holidays at York Factory. We were

greatly delighted to, have a new face to look at, having
seen no one but ourselves since the ship left for England,
nearly four months before.

Our visitor, Mr K had travelled in a dog cariole.
This machine is 'ver narrow, just broad enough to admit
one ýperson. It is a wooden frame covered with deer-

skin parchment, painted grraudily, and is generally drawn
by four Esquimaux dogs.*

Christmas morning dawned, and I opened my eyes to
behold the-sun fiashing brightly on the window, in its

endeavours to make a forcible entry into My room,

The traveHer sits, or rather lies in it, wrapped in buffalo robes;
while the dogs are urged forward by' a man who walks behind, and
prevents the machine from upsetting, which it is very liable to do, from
the inequalities of the ground over which, it sometùnes passes.
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tbrough the thick hoarfrost which coverà the panes.
Presently I became aware of a gentle breathing, near me,
and, turning my eyes slowly round, 1 beheld my com.

Panion C- standing on tiptoe, with a tremendous grin
on his countenance, and a huge piRow in his hands,
which wu in the very act of descending upon my devoted

head. To collapse into the est possible compass,
and present the most invulnerable pai-t of my body to,
the blow, was the work of an instant, when down came
the pillow, bang 1 le Hooroo 1 hurroo 1 hurroo, 1 a merry
Christmas to you, you rascal 1 shouted C- . Bang 1
bang 1 went the pillow. Turn out of that, you lazy
lump of plethoric somnolescence," whack-and, twirling
the ill-used pillow round his head, my facetious friend

rushed. from the room, to bestow upon the other occupants
d the HaJI a similar salutation. Upon recovering from
the effects of my pommelling, I sprang from bed and

donned my clothes with aJI speed, and then went to, pay
My friend Mr W- the compliments of the season. In
passing through the Hall for this purpose, I discovered
C- struggling in the arms of the skipper, who, ha-ving
wrestedthe pillow from him, was now endeavouring to
throttle him partially. I gently shut and fastened the î
door of their room, purposing to detain them there till
very nearly too late for breakfast, and then sait down
with Mr W- , to discuss our intended proceedings aji -düring the day. These were--firstlY, that we should go
and pay a ceremonious visit to the men; secondly, that
we should breakfast; thirdl , that we should go out to
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shoot partridges ; fourthly, that we should return to
dînner ait five ; and, fifthly, that we should give a ball, in
Bachelors' Hall in the evening, to, which, were to be in»

vited all the men at the fort, and all the Indians, men,
women., and children, inhabiting the country for thirty
miles round. As the latter, however, did not amount to,
above twenty, we did not fear that more would come
than our hall was calculated to accommodate. In pur.
suance., then, of those resolutîons, I cleaned my gun,
freed my prisoners just as the breakfast belf'was ringing,
and shortly afterwards went out to shoot. I will not
drag the reader after me, butmerely say, that we all
returned about dusk, with game-bags full, and appetités
ravenous.

Our Christmas dinner was a good one, in a substantial
point of view, and a very p3*leuant one, in a social point
of view. We ate it in the winter mess-room, and really
(for Hudson's Bay) this was quite a snug and highly de-
corated apartment. True, there was no carpet on the

floor, and the chairs were home-made; but, then, the
table was mahogany, and the walls were hung round with

several large engravings in birds-eye maple frames. The
stove, too, was brightly polished with black lead, and the

painting of the room had been executed with a view to
stri-ing dumb those innocent individuals who had spent

the greater part of their lives at outposts, and were, con-
sequently, accustomed to domiciles and furniture of the

simplest and most unornamental description. On the pre-
sent grand occasion, the mess-room was illuminated by
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an argand lamp, and the table covered with a snow,
white cloth, whereon reposed a platter., containing a
beautiful, fat, Plump wild-goose, which had a sort of
come-eat-me-up-quick-else-l'Il-melt expression about it

that was painfully delicious. Opposite to this, smoked a
huge roast of beef, to procure which, one of our most

Uselm draught oxen had been sacrificed. This, with a
dozen of white partridges, and a large piece of salt pork,
composed our dinner. But the greatest rarities on the
board were two large decanters of port wine, and two
smaller ones of madeira. These were flanked by tum-
blers and glasses ; and trul , upon the whole, our dinner
made a goodly show.

Come away, gentlemen," said Mr H-, as we
entered the room and approached the stove where he
stood, smiling witb that benign expression of countenance
peculiar to stout, good-natured gentlemen at this season,
and ait this particula' hour. Your walk must bave

sharpened your appetites ; sit down, sit down. This way,
doctor, sit near me; find a place, Mr B-, beside your

friend C- there ; take the féot, Mr W- and
amid a shower of such famifiar phrases we seated our-

selves and began.
At the top of the table sat Mr indistinctly

visible through the steam. that rose from, the wild-goose
before him. On his right and left sat the doctor and tbe

accountant, and down from. them. sat the skipper, four
clerks, and Mr W-, whose honest face beamed with

philanthropie smiles at the foot of the table. Lond was
L
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the mirth and fun that reigned on this eventful day
within the walls of tbe highly decorated room at York

Factory. Bland was the expression of Mr H-'s face,
when he asked each of the yolung clerks ta, drink vvine

with him in succession; and great was the confidence
which thereby inspired the said clerks, prompting them

to the perpetration of several rash and unparalleled
pieces of presumption, such. as drinking wine with each
other (an act of free-will. on their part almost unpre-
cedented), and indulging in sundry sly pieces of covert
humour, such as handing the vinegar to each other whén
the salt was requested, and becoming profusely apologetie

upon disecovering their mistake. But the wildest storm
is often succeeded by the greatest calm, and the most

hilarious mirth by the most solemn gravity. In the
midst of our fun, Mr H- proposed a toast. Each

filled a bumper, and silence reigned, around, while he
raised his glass, and said,, lé Let us drink to absent friends."

We each whispered Il absent friends," and set our glasses
down in silence, while our minds flew back to the scenes

of former days, and we mingled again in spirit with our
dear, dear friends at home. How différent the mirth of
the loved ones there, circling round the winter hearth,
from that of the men seated round the Christmas table in
the Nor'-West wilderness! I question very much if this
toast was ever drunk with a more thorough appreciation
of its melancholy import, than upon the present memo-
rabIe occasion. Our sad feelings, however, were speedily
put to flight, and our gravity routed, when the skipper,

'Ae

,Mid L ý
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with characteristic modesty, proposed «I the ladies
which tout we drank wîth a hearty good-will, although,
Indeed, the former included them, inasmuch as they also
were ab8ent friends-the only one withîn two hundred
andfifty miles of us being Mr H-'s wife.

Whata magical effect ladies have upon.the male sex,
to. be sure 1 Although hundreds of miles distant from aù

unmarried specimen of the species, upon the mere mention
of their name there was instantly a perceptible alteration
for the better in the looks of the whole party. Mr
W- unconsciously arranged his hair a little -more
becomingly, as if-his ladye-love were actually looking at
him ; and the skipper afterwards confessed that his heart
had bounded suddenly out of his breast, across the snowy

billows of the Atlantic, and come smash down on the
wharf at Plymouth dock, where.he had seen the last
wave of Naney's cheêked, cotton neckerchief when he left
the shores of Old EnLland.

Just as we had reached the above climax, the sound of
a fiddle strucli upon our ears, and remînded us that our
guests who, had been invited to, the ball were ready ; so,
emptying our glasses, we left the g-room, and
adjourned to the Hall.

Here a scene of the oddest description presented itself.
The room was lit up by means of a niimber of tallow

candles, stuck in tin sconces round the walls. On benches
and chairs sat the Orkneymen and Canadian half-breeds
of the establishment, in their Sunday j ackets and capotes;
while hére and there the dark visage of an Indian peered
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out from among their white ones. But round the sto-ve ugl-'
-which had been removed to one side to, leave space for

the dancers-the strangest group was collected. Squat. pre'.
ting down on the floor, in every ungraceful attitude'i*ma- hid(

ginable, sat about a dozen Indian women, dressed in tha
printed calico gowns, the chief peculiarity of which was den
the immense size of the balloon-shaped sleeves, and the e--
extreme scantiness, 'both in length and width, of the dou
skirts. Coloured handkerchiefs covered 'their heads, witl
and ornamented moccasins decorated their feet; besides to 1

which., each one wore a blanket,,-in the form of a shawl, the
which they put off before standïng up to dance. They ho 1W

weve chattitig and talking to each other with great volu. moc
bility, occasionally casting a glance behind them, where sub
at least half a dozen infants stood bolt upr*ght in their hor-
tight-laced cradles. On a chair in a corner near 'the bod

stove sat a young good-looking Indian, wAh a fiddle of cour
his own making beside him. This was our Paganun; flasl

and beside him sat an Indian boy with a kettle-drum, on goc
i which. he tapped oocasionally, as if anxious that the ball t o r-

should begin. My
AR this flashed upon our ýyes but we had not much satiç,

time for contemplating it as, the moment we entered,Am,F
the women simultaneousI rose, and co odestly T'

forward to Mr W- , who was the senior of the party, stru
-6aluted him, -one affer another'! 1 had been told that on1ý

this was a custom. of the ladies on Christmas day, and cont

was consequently not quite unprepared fo o through T«

the ordeal. But when I looked at the superhuman men,
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ugliness of some of the old ones, when I gazed at the
immense, and insome cases toothless chasms that were

pressed to my senior's lips, and that gradually, like a
hideous nightmare, approached me; and when 1 reflected

that thesesame mouths might have in former days
demolished a few children, my courage forsook me, and
1 entertained for a moment the idea of bolting. The

doctor seemed to labour under the same disinclination
with myself ; for, when they advanced to him, he refused

to bend his head, and, being ýupwards of six feet high,
they of course were obliged to pass him. They looked,

however, so much disappointed at this, and withal so very
modest, that I really felt for them, and prepared to

submit to my, fate with the best grace possible. A
horrible old hag advanced towards me, the perfect em-
,bodiment of a niophtmare with a féarful grin on her
countenance. 1 shut my eyes. Suddenly a bright idea

f[ashed across m y mind 1 stooped down, with apparent
good-will, to salute her but j ust as our lips were about
to meet, 1 slightly jerked up my head, and she kissed
my chin. Oh, happy thoughtl. They were 0 quite

satisfied, and attributedthe accident, no doubt, to their
own clumâness.

This ceremony over, we each chose partners, the fiddle
struck up, and the baJI began. Scotch reels were the

only dances known by the majority of the guests, so we
confined ourselves entirely to them.

The Indian women afforded us a good deal of amuse-
ment during the evening. Of aJI ungraceful beings thev
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are the most ungraceful. ; and of all accompli ienta,
dancing 1*8 the one ' in which they shine least. There is
no rapid motion of thé feet, no livel 'y expression of the
countenance ; but, w* Ah a slow, regular, up-and-down
motion, they stalk through the figure with extreme
gravity. They seemed to enjoy it a'azingly howeyer,
and scarcely allowed the poor fiddler a mêment's re8t
during the whole evening.

Between eleven and twelve o'clock our two tables were
put together, and spread with - several towels ; thus
forming a pretty respectable supper table, which would

have been perfect, had not the one part been three inches
higher thaii the other. On it was placed a huge dish of
cold venison, and a monstrous iron kettle of tea. This,

with sugar, bread, and a lump of salt butter, completed
the entertainmént, to which the Indians sat down. They
enjoyed it very much, at least so I judged from. the rapid
manner in which the viands disappeared, and the inces-

sant chattering and giggling kept up at intervals. After
all were satisfied, the guests departed in a state of great

happiness, particularly the ladies, who tied up the rem.
nants of the supper in their.handkerchiefs, andcarried
them away.

Before concluding the description of our Christmas
doings, I ma'y as well, mention a circumstance which.
resulted from the e:ffects of the ball, as it shows in a
curious manner the severity of the climate at York Fae-
tory. In consequenêe of the breathing of so ma-ny people
in so small a room, for such a length of time, the waRs
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had become quiý damp, and ere the guests, departed,
moisture was tr4cklin down in many places. During9

the night, this moisture was frozen; and, on rl*sm*g the
following morning, I found, to My astonishment, that
Bachelors' Hall was apparently converted into a palace
of crystal. The walls and ceiling were thickly coated

lit,with beautifal minute crystalline flowers, not*sticking fiat
upon them, but projecting outwards in various directions,
thus giving the whole apartment a cheerful light, appear-

ance, 'quite indescribable. The moment our stove was
heated, however, the crystals became fluid, and ere long
evaporated, leaving the walls exposed in all their original
dinginess.

Winter passed away; but not slowly, or by degrees.
A winter of so long duration could not be expected to

give up its dominion without a struggle. In October it
began, and in November its empire was established. 1E'

During December, Januar February, March, and
April, it reigned unmolested, in steadfast bitterness;
inclosing in its icy bands, and retaining in torpid frigi-

dity, the whole inanimate and vegetable creation. But
in May its pewerfuý enemy, calorie, made a decided
attack upon the empire, and dealt hoary winter a stun-
ning blow.

About the begk'nýing of April a slight thaw occurred, ï
the first that had taken place since the commencement
of winter; but this was speedily succeeded by har ostq

which continued till the second week in May, when thaw

,iff
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iset in so Steadily, that in a few days the appearance of
the country entirely changed. in

On the 12th of May, Hayes River, which had been
41,

covered for nearly eight months with a coat of ice up. boilî
wards of six feet thick, gave way before the floods

occasioned by the melting snow; and all the inmates it
l'fi of the fort rushed out to the banks upon hearing the ten

hat the river was going. bank
news t On reaching the

àbougate, the sublimity of the spectacle that met our gaze
can scarcely be imagined. The noble river, here nearl sea,y

two miles broad, was entirely covered with huge bloeks man'.
and jagged lumps of ice, rolling and dashing against Plac..

each other in chaotic confusion as the swelling floods its P(
heaved them, up, and swept them with irresistible force1fid

towards Hudson's Bay. In one -place, where the masses yet
were too closely packed to admit of violent collision, the n

thev Lrround against each other with a slow but powerfal dW CJý
motion, that curled their hard edges up like paper, till twent17M,
the smaller lumps, unable to bear the pressure, were thick,
ground to powder, and with a loud crash the rest hurriednu
on to renew the struggle elsewhere; while the ice above, of thE
whirling swiffly round in the clear space thus formed, as embr-
if delighted at its sudden reléase, hurried onwards. In- gushi--

another--place,- where it was not so closel packed, a ducksy
huge lump suddenly'grouâded -on a -- shallow --and in a the w
moment the rolling masses, which were hurrying to- other--

warà the sea with the velocity of a cataract, were pre- the ri

cipitated on it with a noise like thunder, and the tremen. 0fteý

dous pressure from above, forcing block upon block with armi
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à- ioud hissing -noise, raised, as if by magie* an icy,, castle,
in the air, which, ere its pinnacles had pointed for a
second to, the sky, fell with stunning violence iùto the
boilin flood from whence it rose. In a short tiiùe after.
wards the mouth of the river became so full of ice that
it stuck there, and in less than an hqur the water rose
ten or fifteen'feet, nearly to a level with the top of the

bank. In this state it continued for a week; and then,
about the end of May, the wbole floated quietly out to
sea, and the cheerÉul river gurgled along- its bed with
maiiy a curling ed4y' and watery dimple rippling its
placid face, as if it /smiled to think of having overcome

its powerfal enemy' and at last burst its prison walls.
Although the r ver was free, many a sign of winter

yet remained a.ràundý our forest home. The islands
the middle of th stream were covered with huge masses fild ice, many 0 which were piled up to a height of îIM,twenty feet. ýll alo-g the banks, too, it was strewn
thickly whi1eýîn the woods sno'w still lay in man-Y places
several feet deep. In time, however, these last evidences
of the mighty power of winter gave way bèfore the warm
embraces of spring. Bushes and trees began* to bud,
gashing rills to flow., frogs to whistle in the swamp, and
ducks to, sport upon the river, while the hoarse cry of
the wild oose, the whistling wings of teal, and all the

other--s FUùgnids axid cries of the long-absent inhabitants of
the mârshes. ave life and--- the scene.- - IÎ

Ofte has nature been described as falling -asleep in the
armý of winter, and aw g at the touch 6f spring; but

oki
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unwhore is thim s inilo iso strikingly illustrated jw in thomm
hyperborean chines, whero, for eight long silent monthit, down
nature falle into à alumber en deep and unbroken de

îl cimth menu a fitter F3'ltn*lo than sleep, and then burista un nc,
into a life so bright. so joyous, k3o teeming with -animal Suffie
and vegetable vitality, and, especially wlien contrasted the s'

4 with lier previous torpi(lity, so noisy, that awakoning point
from sleep gives no adequate idea of the change. Th

Now was the tiine that our guns were cleaned with
peculiar care, and regarded with a mort of brotherly the m

a&ction. Not that we dûspised the sports of winter, quive',
but we infinitely preferred those of spring.

Young, C- and 1 were inseparable companions; not fa
Nve liad slept in the same room, hunted over the saine from
ground, and Acribbled at the same desk, during the laugh

whole winter, and now we purchased a small hunting was
canoe from an Indian, for the purpose of roaming about givo

together in spring. Our excursions were always arnusing; the pl-
and as a descriptiôn of one of tlieni may perliaps proye the p(
Înteresting to the reader, 1 shall, narrate thoug

gras,
A CANOE EXCURSION ON TIIE SIIORES OF HUDSON'S BAT.

cranir
It is say that the day we chose was flne; fat, b t.

that the sun shone briglitly ; that the curling eddies of Yying
the river smiled sweetly; that the jagged pinnacles of
th 

standi,
e blocks of ice along shore, which had, not yet melted, as to

sparkled brilliantly; that the fresh green foliage of the M sel,ytrees contrasted oddl with these white masses; that joyed
and I shouldered our canoe between us, after
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having placed our guns, &coq in ito md walked fightly
down to tho river bank undor our burdm It is noed.

lems, I say, to describe all thim minutely, as it would be
unnecommary wasto of -my pens, ink, and paper. It à
sufficient to say, that wo werc goon out in the middlo of
the stream, floating gently down the current towards the
point of inarsh, which was to be the gceno of our exploite.

The day was indeed beautiful, and so vory calm and
still, that the glas.sy water roflected every little cloud in

the sky; and on the seaward horizon every thing wu
quivering and rnàÎically turned upmide down-islands,
troos, icebergs, afid ýà7I1 1 A solitary gull, which, stood

not far off upon a stone, looke4 so proposterously huge
from the sanie atmomplierical cause, that 1 would have
laughed immoderately, had 1 had energy to do so; but 1

was too much wrapt in placid enjoyment of the scone to
givo way to boisterous mirth. The air was so calm that

the plaintive cries of thousands of wild-fowl whicli covered
the point of marsh struck faintly on our cars, . 66MjýP-

thought 1 1-but 1 need not say wliat 1 thought. 1
grasped my powder-flask and shook it-it was full,

crammed full 1 1 felt my shot-belt-it was fat, Ycry
fat, bursting with shotl Our two guns lay side by side,
vying in brightness; their flints quite new and sharpand
standing up in a lively, wide-awake sort of way, as much
as to say, 1« If you do not lot me go, l'Il go bang oe by

myself te" Rappiùem is sometimes too strong to be en»
joyed quietly; and C-----ý and I, feeling that we could

keep it down no longet, burst simultaneously into a yell

HUDSONIS BATO
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that rent the air, and, seizing the paddles, made our the i->ýo
light canoe spring over the water, while we vented our we sit

feelings in a lively song, which reaching the astonishéd vocif£,
ears of the aforementioned preposterously large gmU, many
caused its precipitate departure. taken

In half an hour we reached the point; and draggîng sion or
,77, the canoe above high-water mark, shouldered our guns, sweepi

and, with long strides, proceeded over the swamp in we COLt 1
search of game. they e

We had little doubt of having good sport, for the voices
whole point away to, the horizon was teeming with dueL we bn

and plover. We had scarcely gone a hundred yards'ére nearer
a large ýidgeon rose from behind abush, and C- , they c

0 was in advance, brought it down. As we plodded the bu-
on, the faint cry of a wild-goose caused us to squat'down long r-
suddenly behind a neighbouring bush. from whieh retreat Ettle tc
we gazed round to see where our frîends were. Another discovqUI

cry from behind attracted our attention; and far away beings
on the horizon we saw a large flock of geese flying in a sensatic

£ l, mathematically correct triangle. Now, although far out racket
W of shot, and almost out of sight, we did not despair of terrifie
q g.1. getting one of these birds; for, by imitating their cry, they 'b,

there was a possibility of &attracting them towards us. content-,
Geese often answer to a call in this wa , if well imitated, smash i:

particularly in spring, as they imagine that their friends and aftE
have found a good feeding-place, and wish them to alight. to theand 1 continued in our squattingKnowing this, C ceeded,

position-utterly unmindful, in the excitement of the and plo,
1 moment, of the fact that the water of the swamp lay in belongir



1, ï,

]HUDSON'S BAY. 173

the sme proximity to our persons as a chair does when-
we sit down on it--and commenced to yell and scream
vociferously in imitation of geese; for which, doubtless,
many people unacquainted with our purpose would have
taken us. At first our RH seemed to maké no impres-
sion on them; but gradual]y they bent into a-curve, and
sweeping round in a long circle, came nearer to us, whilï
we continued to, shout àt the top of our voices. 11o-ýr

they ever mistook our bad imitation of the cry for the
Volces of real geese, 1 cannot tell-probably they thought
we. had colds or sore throats ; at any rate they came
nearer and nearer, screaming to us in return, till at last
the ceased to flap theïr wînes. and sailed slowly overy
the bush behind which we were ensconced, with theïr
Ion necksý stretched straight out,-und- «Zds a9
Ettle to one side, look«'g down for their friends. Upon
discovering their mistake, and beholding two human

-beings instead of geese'within a few yards of them, the
sensation created. among them was tremendous, and the
racket they kicked up in trying to fly from us was
terrifie-, but it was too laite. The moment''we saw that
,they had discovered,4.us, our guns poured forth their
contents, and two out of the flock fell with a lumbering
smash upon the ground, while a third went o:ff wounded,
and after wavering in its flight for a little, sank slowl*y
to the ground. Ravin bagged our game, we pro.

ceeded, and ere long filled our bags with ducks, geese,
Î:11and ployer. Towards the afternoon we arrived ait a tent Ili';'114

belonging to an old Indian called Morris. With this
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dîngy gentleman we agroed to dine, and aewildinalv bird,
4'l"', 1 bent our stops towards his habitation. Ilore we, found -whiëlî

the old Indian and hîs wife squatting down- on -thé---R-oor whonand wr p tly from the wood fire whichýy- cathe" ,4moke tho tc-
bomed in the middle of the tont, and partly from the happc,

tobacS pipes stuck in theîr respective mouths. Old for th(
aMorris wu engaged in preparing a kettle of pea-soup, in

which were boiled several ployer, and a largo white o habit,
en. li a(those mme owls, by the way, arc, wh colùi troo ,

cally like very young býabies,),Ilîilïll> ýýîs wife wu engaged by thcin ornamen J moccasins with dyod quills. Onjtuig ni in i Our
our entrance, the old man remoyed his pipe, and cut au canoeA-1

1ý inquiringý glance into the soup kettle; this apparently selves
gave hini immense satisÈaction, as ho turned to us wîth a Often f
amiling countenance, and remarked (for lie could speak game

capital English, having spent the most of his life near that th
York Factory) that 41 duck plenty, but lie too hold to going
shoot much; obliged to heat howl." This we agreed waà 1 had

uncommonly liard, and after prosenting him. with several that 1 t
ducks and a goose, proposed an inspection of the contents suit, an
of the kettle, which beingr agreed to, we-demolishod nearly up. T*
half of the soup. and left hini and his wife to l' heat" the to resthowl." Affer restin hour with this hospitableg ail came fa,
fellow, we departed, to prepare our encampment ere it nest of

bocame diark, as we intended passing the night in the acquisit'
Swamps,. Under our can'oe. Near the tent we passed a dinnér

fox-trap set on the top of a pole, and, on inquiring, found much g
that this was the machine in which Old Morris caught his ing a L

howls.e' The white owl is a very large and beautiful unenvia,
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bird, sometimes nearly as large m a swane 1 &hot one
----whiétî Moasured fivc feet tlirce inches acr'otis the wingw,

when expanded. They are in the habit of alighting upon
tho tops of bliglited trocs, and poleý pf any kind, which
happen to stand con S y ap rom the forest trees,
for the pur e, probably, oýf watching for mioo and little

on which they proy. Taking advantago of this
habit, the Indian plants his trap on the top of a bare
troc, so that, whon the owl alights, it is generally eaught

by the legs. r -
Our walk back to the place whore we had loft the

canoe wu very exhatisting, as we had nearly tired our.
selves out-beforo thinking of roturning. This is very
often the case with eager sportsmen, as they foUow the

game till quite exhausted, and only then là strikes them
that they have got as long a walk back as they liad in
going out. 1 recollect this- happening once to myself.

1 had walked so far away into the forest after wild-fowl,
that 1 forgot time and distance in the ardour of the pur-
suit, and only thought of returning when quite knocked
up. The walk back was truly wretched. 1 was obliged

to rest every ten minutes, as, besides being tired, 1 bc.
came faint from hunger., -On the way 1 stumbled on the

nes.t of a plover, with one egg in it. This was, a great
acquisition;« so, seating myself on a stonc, 1 made my
dinnir of it, raw. Being very small, it did not do me
much good, but it inspired me with courage; and, mak-

ing a last effort, 1 reached the encampment in a very
unenviable state of exhaustion.
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C_Alter an hours walk, C- and 1 arrived at the plmU fortiI, where we loft the canoe.
endveOur first care was to select a dry spot whoreon to
be stsloop, which was not an ûasy matter în such a swampy
near,place. We found one at last, however, under the shelter
theyof a small -willow bush. Thîther we dragged the canoe,
standand turned it bottom. up. intending to, creep in below là
ran&when we retired to rest. After a long scarch on the
the tosea-shore, we found a sufficienc of driftwood to makey nexta fire, which we carried up to the encampment, and
shot 1placed in a heap in front of the canoe. This was soon.1 bîrd,kindled by means of a flînt and steel, and the forked
intoflames began in a few minutes to rise and leap around

'e -dead
Ç> A the branches, throwing the, swampy point into deeper

handsshadow, making the sea look cold and blue, and the ice
upon its surface ghost-like. The interior of our in- Sur

in theverted tanoe looked really quite cheerful and snug, underM
the influehce of the fire-s rosy light. And when we bad very

over,spread our blankets under it, plucked and cleaned twoZ
of the fattest ducks, and stuck them, on sticks before the e"een

Muchblaze to roast. we a(Preed that there were worse things
drows-in nature than an encampment in the swamps.
someEre long, the niopht beca'e pitchy dark; but although
watch-we could see nothing, vet ever and anon the whistling

wîngs of ducks becameeaudible, as they passed in flocks Ettle CI
félicityover-head. So often did they pass in this wa that aty starti%

lut 1 was tempted to trv to get a shot at them, notwith.2ý7I which,standing the apparent hopelessness of such an attempt;
SO. seizM9 MY gun -and leaving strict injunetions with ro
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C- to attend to the routing of my widgeon, I salhed Îl,
forth, and, after getting beyond the light of the fire,

endeavoured to peer through the gloom. Nothîng wu to
be seen, however. Flocks of ducks werb passing quite
near, for 1 heard thoir wings whizzîng as they flew, but
they were quîte invîsible - so at last, becoming tired of
standing up to my knees in watér, 1 pointed my gun at
random at the next flock that passed, and fired. After
the shot, -1 listened intently for a few seconds, and the
next moment a splash in the wateÉ apprised me that the
shot had taken effect. After a long search I found the

litbîrd, and returned to my friend C-, whom I threw
into a terrible state of consternation by pitching th»

-dead duck into his lap as lie sat winking and rubbing 1ýs
hands before the warm blaze.

Supper in those out-of-the-way regîons is never long
in the eating, and on the present occasion we finished it

very quickly, beincy both hungry and fa;tigued. That
over, we heaped fresh logs upon the fire, wrapped our
,«,reen blan-ets round us, and, nestling close together, as,

much underneath our canoe as possible, courted the
drowsy god. In this courtship 1. was unsuccessful for

some time, and lay gazing 6n the flickering flames of tÊe
watch-fire, which illuminated the grass of the marsh a
Ettle distance round; and listening, in a sort of dreamy
félicity, to the occasîoual cry of a wa-eful plover, or
starting suddenlv at the flapping -wings of a huge owl,
which, attracted by thýe light of our fire, wheeled, slowly
round.., o.-azing on us in a kind oie. solemn astonisn'ment,
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till, scared by the sounds that proceeded from C----ýs
organ, it flew with a seream into the dark night

air and again all was silent, save the protracted, solemn,
s'weeping boom of the distant waves, aa they rolled at
long intervals upon the sea-shore. During the night we
were awakened bya shower of rain falling upon our feet,
and as much of our legs as the canoe was incapàbIe of

protecting, Pulfing them. up more under shelter, at the
expense of exposing our knees and elbows-for the canoe
could not completely cover us-we each gave a mour

grunt, and dropped off again.
Morning broke with unelouded splendour, and we rose

from ourgrassy couch with aJacrity to resume our sport; JL
but 1 will not again drag my patient reader through the
point of marsh. d

In the afternoon, having spent our unition, we
cbed our light canne, and after an hour's paddle -up C,

the river, arrived, laden with game and sphâed with
mud, at York Factory. fr
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CHAPTER VIII.

VOYAGE PROM YORK FACTORY TO NORWAT ROI

INDIAS CANOE.

Oiî thë afternoon of the 20th'of June 1
room at York Fort, musing on the probal

dispatched td some other part of the
dominions,

The season approached when changE
of the country to another might be exp
began to arrive &om the interior. Two
frolic had I,â"e t-on the coast, and I -Y
wish to be sent once more upon my tra-
as the busy season ww about to commE
weather to set in.

As 1 sat cogitating, my brother scribl
join them in a short promenade upon t

ratory to, resuming our pens. Just as,
S Indian canoe from the interior

poiýit above the factory, and came rapi
sparkling water foaming past her sharp
towards the landing. 1
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At almost any time an arri val causes a groat dcal of
interest in this out-of-the-way place ; but an arrival of

fr this sort, for the mnoe was evident1y an expreïm, ilirow,

ie, tu into a ftýver of excitement, which was groittly iiiercamod
whon we fotind that it confitine(l froin licad%
quarters ; and many ,41)eculativtN remarks lia,4t§od among

1w m we hurried up to our 11all, there to ivait in atixioufs
cxpectation for a letter or an order to appear iii.,4tantor

liefore Mr Il-. Our patience was severoly tried,
however, and we began to think tliere was no news at all,

when Gibeault, tlie butler, turned tho corner, and camo bc
towards our door. Wo immediately rumlied towards it 01

ss expectAition, and a row of cager faces apqmin breathle, m
peared as iie walked slowly up and said, Mr a&

wislies to sec Mr B- iiiiiiie(li,ý.tt(Nly." On liettring thilsor
l assumcd an appearance of calui indifféreince 1 was far ha
from fc*(%liiig, put on iny cal), and obeyed tho order.

Upon entering Mr s presence, lie roccived Mo
with a benign, pa ronisin., air, and requested ine to bc pr

seated. Ile then went on Winform ine that letters had

just arrived, requestin(y th.ikt I micht be sent off inime. wo
diately to Norway lkmst, ivhere 1 should bc culiglitened wa
as to, inv ii1tiinate,ýýàest*natîon. This pieco of news 1 to

reccived with minýg1ed surprise and delight, at the same prc
time exetaiming Indev.4 with pectifiar enipliasis ; and

î then. bceoming suddenly wýàire of the impropriety of the frol
expressiou, 1 endeavoured tô follow it up with a look of
eorrow at the prospect of leavincr my friends, combined six
wîth resicnation to the will of the Ilonourable Hudson'is

feï dle,



Bay COM'any, în which attompt 1 failed mofit signally.
4 1.After rcMving orders to proparc for an immediate Mart,

I rushod out in a state of Wgh gloo, to acquaint iny fellow
iscribblers with my ' good fortune. On re-entering BachCý»

lors' Hall 1 fotind my companions as anxious to know
wherc 1 wu (lestined tu vogetato next wisiter, u they
before had hècii to Icarn who wax going of. flaving

satinflod thom on t1iis point or rathor tofil thom as Much
m I knew mymelf regarding it, 1 procceded to pack up.

It happened just at this titneýthat a brigade of inland
boats wu on the ove of starting for the distant regions
of the intorior; and am the little canne, destined to carry

mysolf, was much ton mmall to tako such an unwîoldy
article as m caqtiotto," 1 gladly availed myself of the

opportunity to forward it by the hoatm, ag they would
have to pass Norwa Houso en route. It would bc end.

less to detail how 1 spent the next threc days; how 1
never appeared in public without walking very fast, a& if

presscd wîth a superhuman, amotint of busincss; how 1
rummaged about licre and thore, soeing that cvery thing
was prepared; looking vastly important, and thinking I

was, immSmely busy, whon in reality 1 was doing next
to nothine. I shall, thorefore, without further preface,

procend to describe my travelling equipments,
Tho canoe in which I and two Indians wore to travel

from York Factory to Norway House, a distance of
neiwly threc liundred miles, measured between five and
six yards long, by two feet and a half broad in the mid.
die, taperincr from thencé to nothing at each end. It wu
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inade in the usuid way, and could with greM eue be
14, camed by one man. In this we were to embark,, with

ten days' provisions for three men, threc blanketé, thrâee
small bundles, and a little travelling eue belonging to e

myself; besides three paddles wherewith to propel us for.
ward, a tin kettle or cooking, and an iron one for boiling fe
water. Our craft being too small to permit my taking fc

the usual allowance of what are called luxuries I deter»
mined to take pot-luck with my mon, so that our exist»

Il
ence for the next eight or ten days, was to depend upon W
the nutritive properties contained in a few pounds of hc

pemican, a little biscuit, one pound of butter, and a very
small quansity of tea and sugar. With all this, in addi. SE
tion to ourselves, we calculated upon being pretty deeply to-

laden. no,
My men were of the tribe called Swampy Crees,ýand thi

truly, to judge merely from appearance, they would bave the

V,ît been the very last I should have picked out to travel with; H

K for one was old, apparently upwards of fifty, and the rat,
other, though young, was a cripple. Nevertheless, they
were good hardworking mon, as I afterwards experienced,, in
I did not take a tent with me, our craft requiring to be M
as light as possible, but 1 rolled up a mosquito-net in my pr'-
blanket, thât being a light affàir of gauze, capable of com. da,

POpression into very small compass. Such were our equip.
ments; and on the 23d of June we started for the interior. gir

-ýÏ A melancholy feeling came over me as I turned and AU
looked for the last time upon York Factory, where 1 me

had spent so many happy days witli the young men who wa'
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now stood waving their handkerchiefs from the wharL
Mr H-, too, stood, among them, and as I looked on
his benevolent manl countenanée, I felt that I should

ever remember with gratitude his kindness to me while
we resided together on the shores of Rudson's Bay. A lie,

IM:
few minutes more, and the fort was hid from my sight
for ever.

My disposition is nôt a sorrowful one; I never did and liq.

never could remain long in a melancholy. mood, -which
will account for the state of feeling I enjoyed half an
hour after losing sight of my late home. The day was
fine, and I be an to anticipate a pleasant journey, and to
speculate as to what part of the -country I mîght be sent
toi, The whole wide continent of North America was

now open to the excursive flights of my imagination, ar4 lime.

there was a possibility of my being sont to an one. ofy
the numerous stations in the extensive territories of the
Hudson's Bay Company. Sometimes I fancied myself

ranging through the wild district of M'Kenzie's River,
admiring the scenery described by Franklin and Back

in their travels of discovery ; and anon, as the tales of
my companions occurred to me, I was bounding over the

prairies of the Saskatchewan in chase of the buffalo, or
descending the rapid waters of the Columbia to the

Pacifie Ocean. Again my fancy wandered, and I ima- Il"

gined myself hunting the grizzly bear in the woods of
Athabasca, when a heavy lurch of the canoe awàkened
me to the fact that I was only ascendingy- the sluggish
waters of Hayes River.

Ife
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The banks of the river wero mvored with huge bloüs
f i and iscarcely a Itiaf had as yet niade itm itppear.

ance. Nota bint wtuqto itfow crows Mid W-
whisky-jaeks, whîch chatterod aniong the brancliom of the
tnes,- and nature appeared ne4 if midevided wliettier or h(

not mlie stiould tako itnotJit)r nap, ore edio bodovked hore
self in ttie garments of spring. My Indians paddled W-

alowly agiïn-st tite ,e4treain, and 1 lay Ixtrk, with a log thp
filacocked lover each gunwalc. wate.liing thewitibre pince Ow L

they dr(ýpl)od,,qlowlv astern. On our way we pivsed two U,
landedipe, whîch eiieroached a good de»J oýn the rWr, Ù8
cach forming a small rapid round ilfis Imme. The trSs

with which they liad fornwrly been clotlied wero now for
scattered about in chaotic conftigîoii, 1eaflegts, and covered PU

with mud; some more than half btiried, and otiter%..t stand. 0 C!
-%ir roots in the air. Tliore ies a tradition

ing with th( aC&
the natives tliat a whole cainj) of Ind" 80

amon ians was
overwhelmed in the fidling of flicac 8lipse

X4 eurred ng up theise ban,good de,,,ttl of danger is in in pasen
riyers, owing to the iiiituber of sinall landslips which, occur cou-,

annually. The banks,, being prineipally composed of was
sandy cLýy, ,arc looscined, and rendered almost fluid in a gC
inany places, upon the meltitig of t1je snow in spring by

and the ice during the gencral disruption tears away at t'
larre muses of the lower part of the Uanks, which ren. ford

slip, upon the first
ders the superincumbent clay liable to Of ti

heavy shower of rain, with considerable force into the our
streum. first

About sixteen miles froni York Factory we ran bump
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agounet a- stone,- atid torc a minall hole in the bottom of
-otir can;)eo This obligud, um to put amhorc immodiatoly,

wlien 1 liad an olil)orttinity of watching the mwîftn(ims and
demterity of the 1 ndians in ropiti rhig the daniage. A mmall
bole, about threc inelivit lotig, and ono ineli wide, had

Wen tom in the hottoin of the canc)(i, through which, tho
,wator m(juirted with conmidtirable raffidity. Itito this holo
they fitted a pier-o of bark, mowod it with wattape (tho

fibrous mots of the pîno-troo.) mado a mmall flre, moltud
gum, and plamtercd the I)Iièrn. mo am to bo offectually watora
ùght. all in about tho mpace of an liour.

During the day we paamcd a brigade of boata bound
for the factory ; but, being too far of, and in a rapid
part of the river, we did not hait thom, About nine

oclock wc put ashore for tho night, having travelled
acarly twenty miles. Tho wcather wam pleamantly cool,

so that we wore free froin, inosquitoviq. The place we
chose for our oncampment waê; on the edgo of a high
bank, boing the only place within throc miles whore wu
could carry up our provisions; and oven hurle the ascent

was bad enough; but, aftûr we wero up, the top proved
a good spot, covered with soft moss, and well sholtered
by trocs and bushes. A brook of fremli watùr rippled
at tho foot of the bank, and a few decayed trecs d.
forded us excellent fireswoold. Ilero, thon, in the bomiom ý,bP
of the wilderness, with the silvery light of the mon for

our lamp, and sorenaded by a solitary owl, wýNmade our
first bivouac. Supper was neatly laid out on an oille
el6th, spread before a blazing fire. A huge junk of
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pemican graced the centre of our rustie table, flanked by
a small pile of ship-s biscuit on one side,-and a Iiýmp of
salt butter on the other ; while a large iron kettle filled
with hot water., slightly flavoured with tea-leaves, brought

n- - ts and a tumbler performed out.,
up the rear. Two ti Po
post duty, and were soon smoking full of warm tea. We
made an excellent supper, after which the Indians pro.
ceeded to solace themselvëg with a whif, while I lay on

my blanket, enjoying the warmth of the fire, and admir»
ing the apparent1jr extreme felicity of the men, as they
sat, with half-closed eyès, watching the smoke curling in

enowy wreaths, from their- pipes, and varyi*ng their
employmqnt, now and then, with a pull -at the tin pots,

which seemed to afford them extreme satisfaction. In
this manner we lay till the moon waned; and the owl
having finished his overture, we rolled ourselves in our
blankets. and watched the twinkling stars till sleep closed
our eyelids.

Next morning, between two and three o'clock, we
began to stretch our limbs, and after a few ÎU-humoured
grunts, prepared for a start. The morning was foggy
when we embarked, and once more began to ascend the

stream. Every thing was& obscure and indistinct tià
about six o'clock, when the powerful rays of the rising
sun dispelled the mist, and Nature was 11 herself again."
A good deai of ice still lined the shores ; but what
astonished me most, was the advanced state of vegeta,
tion apparent as we proceeded inland. When we left
York Factory, not a leaf had been visible; but here,
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though, only thirty miJes inland, the trees, and more
particularly the bushâ, were pretty weff covered with

beautiful light green foliage, which appeared to me quite
deUghtful, after the patches of snow and leaffess willows

on the shores of IE[udsons Bay.
At eight o'clock we put ashore for breakfast, which

was just a repetition of the supper of the preceding night,
with this exception, that we discussed it a little more

hurrieffly, and then proceeded on our wayb
Shortly afterwards we met a small caînoe., about the

size of Our own, which. contained a postmaster and two
Indians, on their way to York Factory with a few packs

of otters. After five minutes' conversation we partied,
and were soon out of sight of each other. The day,
which, had hitherto been agreeable, now became oppres,»
sively sultry ; not a breath of wind ruffled the water
and as the sun shone down with intense heat from a per-
fectly cloudless sky, it became almost insufferable. I et
tried all methods to cool myself, by lying in every posi-
tion I could think of, sometimes even hanging both legs,
and arms over the sides of the canoe and trailing them
through the water. I had a racking headach, and, to

add to my misery, as the sun sank, the mosquitoes rose
and bit ferociously. The Indians, however, did not
appear to sufFer much, being accustomed, no doubt, to

these little aninoyances, much in the saiùe way as eels
-are to being skinned. q

In the afternoon wé arrived at the forks of Hayes
and Steel Rivers, and ascended the latter, till the in-
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VAL asing dukness, and our quickening appetites, reminded-_
us that it was tinie to put ashore. We made a, bearty,
supper, having eaten nothing sînce breakfast ; dumert
while travelling in a light canoe, being considered quite

superfluous. 1

Our persevering foes, the mosquitoes, now thought it
high time to, make their supper also, and attacked us in

myriads, whenever we dared to venture near the woods;
so we were fain to sleep as best we could on the open

beach, without any fire, being much too- warin for that;
but even there they found us out, and most effectually
prevented us from sleeping.

On thq morning of the 25th, we arose, very little re.
freshed by our short nap, and continued our journey.
The weather was still warm, but a little'more beairable,
owing to, a light grateful breeze that came down the
river. After breakfast, which we took at the usual hour,
and in the usual way, while proceeding slowly up the

current, we descried, on rounding a -point, a brigade
of boats close to the bank, on the opposite side of the
river; so we embarked our man, who was tracking us

up with -a line, (the current being too rapid for the
continued use of the paddle,) and crossed over to see

who they were. On landing, we found it Was the
Norway House brigade, in charge of George Kippling,

a Red River settler. He shook hands with us, and
then commenced an animated discourse with my two
men, m the Indian language, whieh bemg perfectly un-
intelligible to me, 1 amused myself by watching the
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0operations of the men, who were in the act of cooking
breakfast.

Nothing can be more picturesqup than a band of voya.
geurs breakfasting on the banks of a pretty river. The
spot they had chosen was a little aboye the Burntwood
Creek, on a projecting grassy point, pretty clear of un-
derwood. Each boat's crew, of which there were three,
had a fire to itself, and over these fires were placed.

gipsy-like tripods, from which huge tin kettles depended,
and above them hovered three volunteer cooks, who were
e»pýoyed stirring their contents with persevering indus
try. lýhe curling. wreaths of smoke formed a black

cloud among the numerous''floecy Ses in, the blue gky
while all around, in every *imaginable attitud"é' sati StQod,
and reclined, the sun-burnt, savage-looking half-breeds,
chatting, laughing, and smoking, in perfect happiness.

They were all dressed alike, in light cloth capotes with
hoods, corduroy trousers, striped shirts, open in front;
with cotton kerchiefs tied sailor-fashion loosely round
their swarthy necks. A scarlet worsted belt strapped
euh ma-n's coat tightly to his body, and Indian mocca-
sins defended their feet. Their head-dresses were as
varlous as fanciful; some wore caps of coarse eloth,
others coloured handkerchiefs, twisted turban-fashion
round their heads; and one or two, who might be looked
upon as voyag.eur fops, sported black beaver hats, cover-

ed so plenteously with bullion tassels, and feathers, as to
be scarcely recognisable.

The breakfast consisted solely of pemican and flour,

1
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boïled into the sort of thick soup dîgnified by the name
of ' robbiboo. As might be expected, ît is not a very
delicate dish, but is, nevertheless, exceedingly nutri.
tious; and those who have lived long in the country,

p.articularly the Canadians, are very fond of ît. I thirik,
however, that another of thoir dîshes, composed of the

mme materials, but fried instead of boiled, is much supe.
rîor to it. They call it richfflu ; it is uncommonly rich,
and very little wîll suffice for an ordinary man.

After staying about a quarter of an hour, chatting
with Kippling about the good folks of Red River and
Norwaýy House, we took our departure just as they com.
menced the first vigorous attack upon the capacious

kettles of robbiboo.
Shortly after, we arrived at the mouth of River,

which we began to ascend. The face of the country wu
now greatly-ehanged, and it was evident that here sprmg

had long ago dethroned winter. The banks of the river
were covered from top to, bottom with the most luxuri-

ant foliage, while dark elumps of spruce-fir varied anL
improved the landscape. In many places the banks,

which. appeared to be upwards of a hundred feet high,
ran almost perpendicularly down to the water's edge,

perfectly devoid of vegetation except at the top, where
large trees overhung the precipice, some clinging by
their mots and ready to fall. In other places the banks
sloped from nearly the same height, gradually, and with
slight undulations, down to the stream, thickly eovered
with vegetation, and teeunng 'wîth littie birds-whose
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a j ýj!
Mme Merry Volces,, warbhing a cheerful welcome to the open-
very Ing buds, greatly enhanced the pleasures of the scene.

utri. We soon began to experiience great difficulty in track-
itry, ing; the canoe agaînst the rapid stream. that now opposed

,iiâk. us. From the steepness of the banks in some places, and
the theïr being clothed with thîck wîllows in others, it be-

upe- came a slow and fatiguîng process for our men to drag
iiýýîIj,ýIîi& us against the strong current, and sometimes the poor

Indians had to £ling like flies against nearly perpendi-
iting cular clîfs of slippery clay, whilst at others they tore'

and their way through almost impervious bushe-s. They r-e-
ùýqfieved each other by turns every hour at t1à work, the

A)US one steering the canoe while the other traeked, and they
týok no rest during the whole day, except when at
breakfast. Indeed, any proposal to do so would have

was been received by them. with great contempt, as a ýery
-mg improper and useless waste of time.

Ner When the track happened tô be at all passable, 1 used
iri- to get out and walk, to relieve them. a little, as weR as

anL to stretch my cramped limbs, it being almost impossible,
ks. when there is any luggage in a small Indian canoe, to

ghý attain a comfortable position.
gee At sunset we put ashore for the night, on a point

3re Covered with a great number of lopsticks. These are
by tall pine-trees, denuded of their lower branches, a small

*S tuft being left at the top. They are generally made toti
ith serveas lândmarks, and sometimes the voyageurs make
ed them M honour of gentlemen whOý happen to be travel-
)Se ling for the. first time along the- route, and those trees
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are chosen, which, from theîr being on elevated ground,
are conspiciious objects. The traveller' for whom they it
are made is always expected to acknowledge his' sense
of the honour conferred upon him, by presenting the
boat's crew with a pint of grog, either oâ the spot or at
the ùrst establishment they meet with. He is then con. V£lu.

sidered-as having paid for his footing, and may çver
afterwards pass scot-free. TI

We soon had our encampment prepared, and the fire
blazing but hundreds of mosquitoes were, as usual, rL
awaiting our arrival, and we found it utterly impossible ed

to sup, so fiercely did the attack us; so we at last went
PUI

to leeward of the lire, and devouted it hastily in the, tim
smoke, preferring to risk, being suffocated, or smoke.
dried, to being eaten up alive 1 It was certainly amusing Of
to see us rush into the thick smoke, bolt a few mouthfula
of pemican, and then rush out again for fresh air; our ilig
hands swinging like the sails of a windmill round our two
heads, while every now and then, as a mosquito fas. dev.
tened on a tender part, we gave ourselves a resounding
slap on the side-4-th-e head, which, had it come from the mu(
hand of another, would certainly have raised in us a most eigh-

pug t of resentment. In thisIaclous SP -nanner we con.
tinued rushing out of and into the sraoke, till supper was into

finished, and then prepared for sleep. This time, how. AS
ever 1 was determined not to be tormented ; so 1 eut ed c-_

four stikes, drove them. into the ground, and over them
ï, into

threw my gauze mosquito-net, previously making a smali Puu.
fure, with wet grass on it to raise a smoke and prevent small

loi
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intruders from entering while I was in the act of putting
,hey it on; then, cautiously ram*ng one end, I bolted in after

the most approved harlequinian style, lea-ving my dis.
the comfited tormentors wondering at the audacity of a man
r at who could snore in a state of unconcerned felicitýv in the

very midst of the enemys camp.
.,Ver On the following mornin we started at an early hour.

The day was delightfully cool, and mosquitoes were
fiflre scarce, so that we felt considerably comfortable as we
Mil glided quietly up the current. ý In this way we proceed-
bie ed till after breakfast, when we came in sight of the first

portage, on which, we landed. In a s gly short
time our luggage, &c., was pitched ashorel and the canoe
carried over by the Indians, while 1 followed with some wng of the baggage; and in half an hour we were ready to

Ula start frm the upper end of the portage. While carry-
ing across the last few articles, one of the Indians killed

Ur two fish called suckers, which they boiled on the spot and
devoured immediately

ig Towards sunset we paddled quietly up to the 44 White
he Mud Portage," where there is a fall, of about seven or
)st laeight feet, of extreme rapidity, shooting over the edge
n- an arch of solid water, which falls hissing and curling

into the stream below. Here we intended to encamp.
As we approached the cataract, a boat suddenly appear-
ed on the top of it, and, shot with the speed of lightning

M into the boiling water beneath, its reckless crew shoutin9 ý13pulling, laughing, and hallooing, as it swept round a
it smaR point at the foot of the fall, and ran aground in a

Ji
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bay or hollow, wliere the eddying wator, still covered
with I)atelium of foam aftèr its niighty Icap, floated quictly
round the shore. They had mettrecly landed, whon tui.
other boat appoitred on tho brink, and, hovering for an
institnt, nx if to prepare ïtsclf for the Icap, flulte(l through
the 4water, and tlie next moment waii agronnd beside thu

firtît. In this inanner moyen boats succesgiv'ely ran the
fall. and groun(leil in tliv baye

Upon our arrivîng, wo fotind thoin to bo a part of the
Samkatchewati brïgade, mi its way to the commun point
Of rendt,.zvotim, York Faetory. It was in charge (W two

friends of initie; so 1 accosted t1iein, without întroducing
inyself, aýd chatted for soino time abont the occurrencei§
of the voyage. They appearod a little disconcorted,
however, and lookod very eartiestly at tue two or three

tiîne%,ý. At 1a.4-tý they confessed they had forgotton me
altogotlier 1 And, inàeed, it was no wonder, for the sun

had burned nie nearly as black as my Indian friends,
while my drcss consisted of a bluc capote, sadly singod
with the fire-a straw'hat, whose shape, from expoisure

tu& Id bad tistage, was titterly indescribable-a pair of cor-
duroys, and Indimi inoccasins, which so inctamorphosed
inCý that m friends. who perfectly recollectod me the

moment 1 nientioned my nanie, miglit have remained in
ignorance, to this day. liad 1 not enlightened them on the

.. Uter supper, Mr M-. ono of these gentlemen,
offetred me a share of his tent, -and we turned in to-

gether, but not to sloop ; for we continued gossiping till
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Pored long after tho noisy voices of theictly to dimiturb the tranquillity of night.voYagcurs had
lui-

S an At the first poop of day our cars würe isal utod with the
-)ugh U&Ual unPlOasant sound of lève-1 -lève 1 eq issuing

frOm thO Icathern throat of the guide. Now this mame3 the «I Lève 11, in in My cars a Peculiarly harsh and dimagroo.the able, word, bOing ammociated with frosty mornings,

the fortable bedm, and gotting UP in t1jo (lark before half
)oint OnOugli of sloop ham been obtained. The way in which
two it is tittered, too, is particularly examperating; and often,
ýCing whon partially awakoned by a mturnp boring a hole inn'y mido, have 1 listoned with droad to licar the detemtedMON sound, and then, faneying it must muroly bo too oariv turise, have falien gontly ,rver on the other side, wh n a,iree lovf inuffled motind, as if isome ono wore throwing off" hisblankot, would mtr*ko upon my car, thon a cough -orBull grunt, and finally, as if from the bow-lsýids, 0 of the earth,a low and scarcoly audible "L"iiel lèvel" would breakthe universal stiline.48. growi idly louder,

Pve 1 lève 1 and louder, " Léve, 1 lève 1 ey till at laist afinal stentorian id Iével 1(Ove! lèvel" brouglit the hatefui-3ed sound to a closo, and was succoedod by a confumod col.the lection of gruntq, groans, coughs, grumbles, and sneeze,"S,,froin the unfortunato 81oepors thus rudely roused frortiflicir slumbers. The disinclination to rimeý however, was !js6on overcome; and tip we got, merry as 1-arks, the moi,loading the-ir boats, wl, le, 1 and my Indians carried otirluggage, &c., over thet%15 P o r t a,,.rr
Our troubles 110w commenced: the longest and most
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difficult part of the route lay before us, and we prepared
for a day of toil. Far as the 'eye could mach, the river
wu white with boifing rapide and foaming cucades,
which, though mmall, were much too large to ascend, and

consequontly we wore obligod to make portagen at al,
inost every, two, or throo hundrod yardig. Rapid after

rapid. was surmounted; yet still, as, we rounded every
point and curve, rapids and falls rose, in apparently end.
leu succession, before our wearied éyes. My- Indians,

however, knew exactly the number they had to ascend,
mo they set thomsolves manfully to the taék. Î could net

help admiring the dexterou way in which they guided
the canoeamong the rapids. Upon arrîving at one, the
old Indian, who always nat in the bow (this being the
principal scat in came travelling), rose up on hiis kneeis
and stretched out his nock to take a look before eom-

mencing the attempt; and thon, sinking down ag * )
seized his paddle, and poînting sigrufficantly to the chaS

of boiling waters Ïhat rushed- swiftly put us (thus indi-
cating the route ho intended to purque to his partner in
the stem), dashed. into the stream. At first we were
borne down with the speed of lightning, while the water
himed and boiled to within Un inch of the gunwale, and
a person unaccustomed to such navigation would have
thought it folly our attempting to ascend; but a second
glance *Ould provo that our Indians had not acted

mshly. In the centre of the impotuous current a large
rock rose above the surface, and from its lower end a
long eddy ran like the tail of a comet for atbout twenty
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yards down the river, ' It was just opposîte this rock
that we entered the rapid and paddled for it with all our
mîght. The current, howoyer, as I said before, swept us
down; and whon we got to, the middle of the stream, we

just reached the extrome point of the éddy, and after a
few vigorous strokes of the paddles were floating quîetly
in the lec of the rock. We did not stay long, however
just long enough to look for another stoné, and the old
Indian soon pitched upon one a few yards higher up, but
à good deal to one sido ; so, dipping our paddles once
more, we pushed out into the stream again, and soon
reached the second rock. In this way, yard by yard,

did we ascend for miles, sometimes scarcely gaining a
foot in a minute, and at others, aà a favouring bay or
ourve presented a long piece of smooth water, advancing
more rapidly. In fact, our progress could not be lîkened
to any thing more aptly than to the ascent of a salmon
as ho darts rapidly from eddy to eddy, taking advantage
of every stone and hollow that ho finds: and the füule

may be still further carried out; for, as the salmon is
sometimes driven back tail foremost in attemptilig to
leap a fall, so wore -we, in a similar attempt, driven back
by the overpowering force of the water. It happened

thus : we had surmôunted a good many rapids, and made
a few portages, when we arrived at a perpendicular fall
of about two feet in height, but from the rapidity of the

current it formed only a very steep shoot. Here the
Indians paused to breathe, and seemed to doubt the pos.

sibîlîty of ascent; however, after a little conversation on
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tjin f4ulbPnt, thoy to try it. and got out théïr
polom for die lýttitlmmtt (polim beilig 01waym ilmed wlien ttie

illiermit ÏM too Mt-14t)tlg foi, flie linddlem). we 111)W 1114(10 m

d#%r4liý ittitl,- ttirtiîiig tliti, bow to flie (itirrt)iît. ùw Indianx

fixotl thoir 1101(ts flimily ili dit, groillid. while the watur

rilxll(%ql film a niîll.rnq-tim lingt lix. "I'livy flivii plimlied for.

W41114. oiiv kmipitig Iiis polo flKed idiîle tlio odier reýflxt)d
Iiim a litflo mom ahvad. lit thim way we ativati(lod ineli

hé-V inell# And liait jtltnnst Rot wattir rumlling put

lim m #% tllî(ilt Mark hody, Ilimming mlletrt)ly iii pamming tho
of nitr VanOiý. whitifi trmilliltid lilce Ii. reed before

flio 110worfut etirrtintý-wlivit mildiletily tile Pole of thn

liidiitn în tlio mWrii xlippod; antl alinomt before 1 knew

wlinýt lia'd' Imptionimil. wo wvro floMing dowil the 14troani

t1holit 1% hutittred yartim lwlow tliv fall. leortlinatüly

Cliv Nyent Atorti forettinst, Mo- that wo got down ili

ýqtftity, Ilitil it turned r0lind r'ven a little in "f's demeent,

it %vould have hocni rolled over and ovvr like a eamko
Our.xvirond nttviupt Ibi-qiv(%tl more miierommfiil -, jutit after it

good dont (if strain'ng atid puffing we itrrived M tlie top,
wlitrp flie %ýýîglit of a longer flian umiml of calm

ami plairîd witter rp.waittled us for mir exertiotim during

tho day. In pammîtig over * portage wv met Che lemglimh

Rivèlr brigade -. and, after a little eonvvrmation, we parted.
The ov(%tiing mis deliciotimly mol and serene am we glîded

quiotly up thè, now traxiquil river, NitM'berm of little
mverod to the very edge of Llie rippling water with

luxuriant ve ,etation, rose I*kc cmeraIds from the boigom
of thé broad river% Shining brightly in the rays of tho
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ire.
Ao closcly seatterod ù to voil the

1*01101 mîiti of tlin river, wisî(ili, lipola mir agaîn (itilorging
iroUi atXiOng til4itil, blirst ulwu olir (10liglited vîtiiosi a
hrond Mlivet of clilats voillivoid willor, witli 1)(latitifvl frOMIL
imnks (iovernd with folitigo of ever shade, froin tho dark
Mid Mombril pitio to the fi' lit firoopilig wîllow.; whilo nour

flie Mlloro it'tiintrotilyl()()kîtig (1111;k swalli M()I(Itrlt)ly
(14mtît1g tlow alid thon ii. look of witriîîtig to à nuinerous

ritillil.y of little yellow ducklirigm tliat frimked and gaitliu
hollod in vvry wantotirivsMe 11M if titoy toi) ctýj4)yod and

ltpprt)cîitted flw beauties of tho %cotie. 'I'lirotigli thix ter.
romtrial, parailiso wo woti(litd mir way. till rapidn again

hogan to disturh t1le water' and IL partage (I't last brought
1114 to a Mtlt$Utl. Ilore we fotiritl M'Nitl), wlio had loft
York Faetory t1irco (irtys 1)(1fore tim wiLli his I)rÎga(tu, jusit

goîng tg) enramp; Mo we algo broliglit up fur the niglité
Wlicii. miippor wax rcao-ly, 1 mont an invitation to M'Nab
to (intlin and miip with nie, whicli lie accopte(], at the Éjamo

titno bririging Iiis brother with Iiiin. Tho (ildor wu a
bluff, got)(1-natured Red ltîver mottler, witli whum 1 had
hilpoinc tteq1laînttýd while in tliv colony; and wo chattud
of bygono timos and iiiiittial acquaintaricûm over a cup of
excellent hyson, till lot% after tho mun liad gonc down,
lonving tâc b1azing canip-firem to illuminato the mc(,lnoo

Next morning we mtarted at the mairie tinie with the
hoats ; blit our little. canoc sonn puscd thom in the

l'apids, and wc saw tio more of t1ioin. Our way wu not
now iso much impuded by rapids am it had hithorto been;
and by breakfut-tiine wc had murmounted thom ali and
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arrived at the Dram-etone, where we put ashore for our
morning meal. In the morning I shot a duck, being the

first that bad come within range since I left York Fac.
tory. They were very scarce, and the few that we did
see were generally accompanied by a numerou,% offspring

not much bigger than the eggs which originally con.
ed ng breakfast we were surprised

by hearing a quàèk, rushing sound a little above us, and
the next moment a lîght canoe came sweeping round a
point and made towards us. It was one of those called
CC north canoes,'-' which are calculated to carry eight- men

V 4zwO

as a crew, besides three passengers. The one now before
us was built much the same as an Indian canoe, but

somewhaý neater, and ornamented with sundry ingenious
devices painted in gaucly colours on the bows and stern.

It was manned by eight men and apparently one paesen-
ger, to whom I hallooed once or twice ; but they took me,
no doubt, for an Indian, and so, passed on without taking
any notice of us. As the noble bark bounded quickly
forward and was hid by intervening trees, 1 bent a look

savouring slightly 'of contempt upon our little Indian -
canoe, and proceeded to :finish breakfast. A solitary

north canoe, however, passing thus in silence, can give
but a faint idea of the sensation felt on seeing a brigade
of them arrivin g- -at a post -after a long journey. It is
then that they appear in wild perfection. The voyageurs
upon, such occasions are dressed in their best clothes;
and gaudy féathers; ribbons, and tassels stream in abun-
dance from, their caps and garters. Painted gaily and
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ranged aide by side, like contendin chargers, tbe light
canoes skim swiftly over the water, bounding under the
vigorous and rapid strokeis of the s but numerous
paddles, while the powerful voyageurs strain every
muscle to urge them quickly on. And while yet in the
distance, the beautifully simple and lively. yet plaintive

p song, so well -suited to the surrounding scenery,
and so different from any other air, breaks sweetly on
the ear ; and one reflects, with a kind of subdued and
pleasing melancholy; how fax the singers are from their
native land, and how many long and weary days of
danger am d of toil will pass before they can rest once
more in theîr C homes. How strangely, too,
upon their nearer approach, is this feeling changed for
one of exultation, as the deep and y voices swell in
chorus over the placid. waters, while a competition arises

among them who shall:ârst arrive; and the canoes dash
over the water with arrow-speed to the very edge of the
wharf, where they come suddenly, and as by magie, to a
pause. This is effected by euh man backing water with
bis utmost force; after which they roll their paddles on
the gunwale eously, enveloping themselves in a

shower- of spray as they shake the dripping water from
the bright vermilio' blades. Truly it is an î

inspiriting scene, the arrival of a brigade of light canoes.
Our route, now lay through a number of small lakes

and rivers, with scarcely any current in them; so we
proceeded happily on our wa with the cheering prospect
of uninterrupted travelling. We had crossed Swampy
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Lake, and after making one or two insignificant portages, OUÏ
entered Knee Lake. This body of water obtained its lar

name fËom turning at a sharp angle near îts centre, and but
stretching out in an opposite direction from its preceding 'Cba..j C:7
course; thus forming something like a knee. Late in Our
the evening we encamped on one of the smaR islands plai

which it is here and there dotted. Nothing could beiL
-qi exceed the beauty of the view we had of the lake from inla

our encampment. Not a breath of wînd stirred its glamy to
surface,ýwhich shone in the ruddy rays of the sun setting land

ilmî on its bosom in the distant horizon; and I sat long upon shoi
the rocks adm* the lovelyscene, while one of my Facý

Indians filled the tea-kettle, and the other was busily quitE
enLyaLed in skinning a minx for supper. Our evening eggo,_Col w
meal was further enriched by the addition of a great A fli

many small gullw' eggs, which we had found on an island pot
during the day, which, saving one or two that showed the

evident symptoms of being far advanced towards bird- US.
tî hood, were excellent. On the following morning the dinnE

scene was entirely changed. Dark and lowering clouds sileit
flew across the sky, and the wind blew furiously, with a by a

melancholy moanin sound through the trees. The lake,
which, the night before had àbeen, so calm and tranquil, or tw

was now of a dark leaden hue, and covered with foaming thoug
waves. However we determined to try to proceed, and

launched our came accordingly; but, soon finding the a ver
wind too strong for us, we put ashore on a small islaýd after

and breakfasted. As the weather moderated after when
breakfast, we made another attempt to, adyance. Numer- no fe..

J'
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ous islets studded the lake, and on one of them we
landed to, collect gulls' eggs. Of these we found enough lit

but among them were a number of little yeRow gulls,
chattering vociferously, and in terrible consternation at, q.
our approax--h while the old on'es kept utterin'g the most
plaintive cries over-head. The eggs were very small,
being those of a small species of guR whieh frequents those
inland lakes in great numbers. The wind again began tî

to, rise; and after a little consultation on the subject we ý@'
ài .

landed, intending to spend the remainder of the day on
shore. We now, for the first time since leaving York

Factory, prepaýéed dinner, which we expected would be
quite a sumptuous one, having collected a gôod many
eggs in the morning ; so we set about à with alacrity.
A fire was quickly made, the teakettle on, and a huge
pot containing upwards, of a hundred eggs placed upon
the fire. These we întended to boîl hard and carry with
US. Being very hungry, 1 watched the progress of

dinner with much interest, while the Indians smoked in

silence. While -sîtting thus, my attention was attracted
by a loud whistling sound that greatly perplexed me, as

1 could not discover whence it proceeded. 1 got up once
or twice to see what it could be, but found nothing, al-

though it sounded as if close beside me. At lut one of

the Indians rose, and, standing close to the fire, bent Mi ýÎ'
a very attentive attitude over the kettle of eggs, and

after listening'a little, while took up- one and broke. it,

when out came a young gull with a monstrous head and

no féathers, sque g and chirping in a mbst îndefati.
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gable mànnér 1 So much for our dinner thought 1, hE
as he threw the bird into the lake, and took out a hand. 1w
ful of eggs, which all proved to bel much in the same as
condition. The warmth of the water put Me into the ký
lîttle birds, which, however, was speedily destroyed when ag
it began to boil.. We did not despair, nevertheless, of MI
finding a few good ones amongst them; so, after they th(.
were well cooked, we all sat round the kettle and com-

...... menced operations. Some were good and others slîghtly Ri-
k Ï"!, spoiled, while many were intersected with red veins, but
AIl the greater part contained boiled birds. The Indiana lné

were not nice, however, and we managed to make a good pet
er off them after all, aftic

In the àfternoon the weather cleared up and the wind hu-
moderated, but we had scarcely got under weigh again but*
when a thunder-storm arose and obliged us to put intc

ashore and there we remained for four hours sitting the
under a tree, while the rain poured in torrents. In the Riv
evening Nature tired of teasing us; and the sun shone rap.
brightly out as we once more resu d our paddles. To scen

71 make up foe lost time we travelled until about two o'clock noth
next morning, when we put ashore to rest a little ; and, and,

as the ni t was fme, we juet threw our blankets overgh In tl
X our shoulders and tumbled down on the first convenient and

spot we could find, without making afire or taking any and
lAzi eie' supper. We had not lain long, however, when I felt a at la.--

curious chill sensation all along my side, which effectu-y little
fi ally awakened me; and then I saw, or rather heard, that than

Je Z'-- a perfect deluge of rain was descendinÉr uDon our luckless Mout7

Ail
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heads, and that 1 had been reposing in the centre of a
large puddle. This state of thîngs was desperate; and
as the poor Indians seemed to be as thoroughly uncom- Mill
fortable as they possibly could be, 1 proposed to start

agaîn, which we did, and before daylîght were many a A

mile from our wretched encampment. As -the Sun rose
the weather clcnSed up, and soon after we came to the
end of Knee Lake and commenced the ascent of Trout
River. Here I made a sketch of the Trout Falls while
the men made -a portage to, avoid'them. With a few
Indians, encamped on this portage, we exchanged a little
Pemîcan for some excellent whîte-fish, a great treat to us

after living so long on pemican and tea. Our biscuit
IAI

had run short a few days before, and the pound of
butter which wé brought from York Factory had melted
into oîl from. the excessive heat, and vanished through
the bottom. of the canvass bag containing it. Trout
River, though short, has a pretty fair shaxe of falls and qis.
rapids, whieh we continued ascending all day. The

scenery was pleasing and romantic ; but there was
nothing of grandeur in ît, the country being low, flat,
and, excepting on the banks of the river, uninteresting. C fM,

In the afternoon we came to the end of this short river.,
and arrived at Oxford House. We landed in silence,
and I walked slowly up the hill but not a soul appeared;

at last, as I neared the house, 1 caught a glimpse of a
little boy's face at the window, who no sooner saw ine
than his eyes opened to their widest extent, while his
moutb followed their example, and he disappeared with
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0 aa precipitancy that convinced me he was off to tell hîs
mother the astounding news that somebody had arrived.

The next moment I was shaking, hands with my old friend
Mrs G- and her two daughters, whom I found engaged

in the interesting occupàtion of preparing tea. From
the-m I learned that they were entirely alone, with only
one man to take care of the post, Mr G-, whom, they
expected back every day, having gone to Norway House.
1 spent a delightful evening with this kind and hospitable
family, talking of our mutual friends, and discussing the

affairs of the country, till atall box in a corner of the
room attracted my attention. This I discovered to My

delight wag no less than a barrel organ, on which one of
the young ladies at my request played a few tunes. Now

barrel organs, be it known, were things thàt I had de-
tested from my infancy upwards ; but this dislike arose

principally from my ha ving, been brought up in the dear
town o-' Auld Reekie, wherè barrel organ music is, as it

were, crammed down one-'s throat without permission
being asked or received, and even, indeed, where it is
decidedly objected to. Every body said, too, that barrel

organs were a nuisance, and ' "of course I believed them
so that I left my home with a decided dislike to barrel

organs in general. Four years' residence, however, in
the bush had rendered me much less fastidious in music
as well as in many other things; and during the'two last
years spent at York Factory, not a solitary note of
meIodý had soothed my longing ear, so, that it was with
a species of rapture that 1 now ground away at the
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handle of this organ, which happened to be a very good
one, and played in perfect tune. God save the Queen,"

Rule Britannia," Il Lord M'Donald's Reel," and the
Blue Bells of Seotland,-" were played over and over

again and, old and threadbare though they be, to
me they were replete with endearing associations, and
sounded like the well-known. voices of long, long absent
friends. I spent indeed a delîghtful evening, and its
pleasures were the more enhanced from the circumstance
of its being the first, after a banishment of two years,
which 1 had spent in the society of the fair sex.

Next morning,-*as fine, though the wind blew pretty
fresh, and we started before breakfast, having taken
leave of the family the night before. This was the Ist
of July. We had been eight days on the route., which

is ràther a long time for a canoe to take to reach Oxford
House ; _but, as most of the portages,,were now over, we

calculated upon arriving at Norway Eduser, -in two or
three days.

In the afternoon the wind blew again, and obliged us
to encamp on a small island, where we remained all day.
'While there, a couple of Indians visited us, and gave us
an immense trout in exchange for some pemican. This
. trout I neglected to measure, but I am convinced it was
more than three feet long and half a foot broad : it was
very good, and we made a capital dinner off it. - During
the day, as it was very warm, 1 had a delightful swim, in
the lake, on the lee of the island.

The wind moderated a little in the evening, and we
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again embarked, making up for lost time by travelling
till midnight, when we put ashore and went to sleepý,with.

out making a fire or taking any supper. About four
O)clock we started again, and in a couple of hours came
to the end of Oxford Lake, after which we travelled
through a number of small swarnps or reedy lakes, and
stagnant rivers, among which 1 got so bewildered that 1
gave up the attempt to chronicle their nameis as hopeless;
and indeed it was scarcely worth while, as they were so
small and overgrown with bullrushes that they were no

iiiore worthy of a name in such a place as Arnerica than
a dub would be in Scotland. The weather was delight.
fully cool, end mosquitoes not troublesome, so, that we
proceeded with pleasure and rapîdity.

.While thus threading our way through narrow chan.
nels and passages, upon turning a point we met three
light canoes just on the point of putting ashore for break-
fast, so I told my Indians to, run ashore near them. As
we approached, 1 saw that there were five gentlemen

assembled, with whom 1 was acquainted, so that I was
rather anxious to get ashore ; but, alas 1 fortune had

determined, to play me a scurvy trick, for no'sooner had
my foot touched the slippery stone on which. I intended

to land, than down I came squash on my breast in a
most humili4ting manner, while my legs kept playfuUy

waving about in the cooling element. This unfortunate
accident 1 saw occasioned a strange elongation 'in the
lateral dimensions of the mouths of the party on shore,

who stood in silence admiring the scene. 1 knew, how-



ever, that to appear annoyed would only make matteris
worse; so, with a desperate effort to appear at ease, 1

rose, and whîle shaking hands with them expressed my
belief that there was nothing so conducive to ' health as
a cold bath before breakfast. This set all right, and
after a laugh at my expense we sat down to breakfast.
One of the gentlemen gave me a letter from the Governor,
and I now learned for the first time, that I was to take a
passage in one of the light canoes for Montreal. Here,

then, was a termination to my imaginary ramblès on the
Rocky Môuntains, or on the undulating prairies of the

Saskatchewan; and instead of massacreing buffalo and
deer in the bush, I was in a short time to endeavour to

render myself a respectable member of civilised society.
1 was delighted with the, idea of the change, and it was
with a firmer step and lighter heart that I took my leave,
and once more stepped into the canoe.

.After passing through a succession of swamps and nar-
row channels, we arrived at Robinson's Portage, w6re

we found voyageurs running about in all directions, some
with goods on their backs, and others returning light to
the other end of the portage. We found that they be.
longed to the Oxford House boats, which had just arrived
at the other end of the portage, where they intended to

encamp, as it was now late. Robinson's Portage is the
longest on the route, being nearly a mile long; and as

all the brigades going to York Factory must pass over it
twice in going and returning, the track is well beaten
into a good broad road, and pretty firm, although it is

. 0
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rather uneven, and during heavy rains isomewhat muddy.
Over this, all the boats are draggoà, and latinched at the

upper or lower end of the portage, as the brigades niay
happon to be uconding or dosconding the streani. Then

all the cargoes are in liko manner carried over. Packs
of furs and bales of goods are generally from 80 to 100

Ibs. weight cach, and overy man who docs not wish to be
considered a lazy follow, or to bo ridieuled by his com.
panions, carricis two of those piecm, as tlicy are called,

across all portages. Tho boats. are capable of containing
from sovonty to ninety of thoso pieces, so that it will be
casily conceived that a voyageur% lifo is any thing but
an easy one; indoed, it iïï one of constant and harassing

toil, even were the trouble of ascending rapid rivers,
where ho is ofton obliged to j'amp, into the watcr at a

moment's notice, to lighten the boat in shallows, loft
entîrely out of the question. This portage is made to

avoid what are cçdled the White Falls, a succession of
cataracts up which nothing but a fish could possibly

ascend. After carrying over our canoe and luggage, we
encamped at the upper end. The river we commenced

ascending next morning was protty broad, and aftor a
àort paddle in it we entereil the Echimamis. This is a

sluggish serpentine stream, about five or six yards broad,
thougli in some places so narrow that boats scrape the
banks on either side. What little current there is, runs
in a contrary direction to the rivers we had been ascend-
ing. Mosquitoes again attacked us as we glided down
its gloomy current, and nothing but swamps, filled with
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immense bulIrushes, were visible around. Here, in dayé;
of yore, the beaver had a flourishing colony, and numbers
of thoir dama and cuttings were yet visible ; but they
have long since deserted this much froquented waste, and
one of thoir principal dams now serves toi heighten the
water, which is not deep, for the passage of brigades- in
dry scasons. At night, when we encamped on its low,
damp banks, we were attacked by myriads of moýquitoes,
so that- we could only sleep by making severàl fires
round us, the smoke from which partially protected us.
About three o'clock in the mor-ning, which waé very
warm, we ro-embarked, and at noon arrived at the Sea
Portage (why so called 1 know not, as ît it3 hundreds of.
miles inland), which is the last on the route. This port-
age is very short, and is made to surmount a pretty

largç waterfall. Almost immediately afterwards we en-
terod Playgroon Lake, and put ashore on. a small island
to alter our attire before arriving at Norway Ilouse.

Ilore, with the woods for our closet, and the clear lake
for our basin as well as looking-glass, we proceeded to
scrub our sunburnt £%ces, and in half an hour, having
made ourselves as respectable as circumstances would
permit, we paddled swiftly over the lake. It is pretty ZÎ
long, and it was not until evening that 1 caught the

first glimpse of the bright spire of the Wesleyan church
at Rossville.

We now a'pproached the îermination of our journey,
for the time at Icast; and it was with pleasing recollec-
tions that I recognised the well-known rocks where 1 had
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so often wandered fliree years hefore. Wlien we came
in sight of the Fort, it was in a stitte of I)iit4tle and excite-
mont lm iistial, and 1 could perceivo froin the vigoroiis

shaking of hands going forward, froin the number of
vOyâgeurs collected on tiie landing placoq and of boats
Wistlinblod at tho wharf, that there had just boon ati

l'rival. Our poor little ranoo was not taken-any notice
of tas it tioitred the wharf, tintil some of tho pnol)lo on

sliore observod that thore was moine one in the, niiddle of
it sitt-iug in a very lazy, indolent position, which lîm quite

tincommon ainong Indians. In another mintite we gained
the bank, and 1 grasped the hand of my kind friend and
former muter. chief factorlt,-.

Wel ha(l now been travelling twolve days, and had
1)assed over tipwards of thirty portages during the

VOYage. 1

We, ouglit to havo performed this* voyage in. a inueli
4,horter time, as. eanoes go much faster flian boats, wMch
s.eldoin take longer to complote this voyage than we did
but this arose from detention during high winds in
s,, evoral of the lakes.

sat
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CHAPTER IX.

VotAfile. TO CANADA ISY TIIIC OREAT LAK£14 OP VIE INTEIUOR.

AT Norway Ilotiso 1 remained for nearl a month, with
iriy old friend Mr R-, who in a former part of thÎs

veracious book is described as boing a very ardent and
scientific fislier, extroinely partial to strong roda and

linos, and entertaining a powerful antipathy to slender
rods and flics,

Little change had taken plac-o in the appearance of the
Fort. The clerks' house was still as full, and as no'*8.y
as when P- told frightful stories to the green-horn,,4
on the point of setting out for the wild countries of
-M'Kenzie's River and New Caledonia, 'The Indians of
the villago at Rossville plodded on in their usual peaeeftil
way, undor the guidance of thoir former pastor; and the
ladies of the establishment were -as blooming as ever.

One fine mornin , just as Mr R- and 1 were
sauntering down to the river with our rods, a north

Canoe, full of men, swept round the point above the fort,
and grounded near the wharf. Our rods were soon cast

aside, and we were speedily congratulating Mr and Mrs
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B- on their safe errival. These were to be my
companions on the impending voyage to, Canada, and

the canoe in which they had arrived was to be our con-
veyance.

Mr B was a good-natured, light-hearted. High-
lander, and his lady a pretty lus of twenty-three; so
that we were Ekely to, turn out a merry triumvirate.

On the following morning all was ready; and soon
after breakfast we were escorted down to the wharf by
all the people in the fort, who crowded to the rocks to,
witness our departure.

Our mon., eight in number, stood leaning on their pad-
dles near'the wharf: and, truly, a fine athletic set of

fellows they were. The beautifully-shaped canoe floated
lightly on the river, notwithstanding her heavy cargo,
and the water rippled gently against her sides as it
swept slowly past. This frail bark, on which our safety
and progression depended, was made of rolls of birch-

bark sewed together, lined, in the inside with thin laths
of wood, and'pitched on the seams with gum. ý It was
about thirty-six feet long, andfive broad in the middle,
from. whence it tapered either way to a sharp edge. It

was calculated to, carry from twenty to, twenty-five ewt.,
with eight or nine men, besides three passengers, and
provisions for nearly a month. And yet, so light was it,
that tWo men could carry it a quarter of a mile without
resting. Such was the machine in which, on the 20th
August 1845, we embarked; and- afte- bidding our

friends at Norway House adieu, departed for Canada, a
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distance of nearly two thousand three hundred miles
through the uninhabited forests of America.

Our first day was propitious, being warm and clear:
and we travelled a good distance ere the rapidly thick.
ening shades of evening obliged us to put ashore for the
night. The place on which, we encamped was a flat rock
which lay close to- -the river's bank, and behind it the

thick forest formed a sereen from the north wind, it
looked gloomy enough on landing; but, ere long, a huge

fire was kindled on the rock, our two snow-white tenta
pitched, and supper in course of preparation, so that

things soon began to wear a gayer aspect. Supper was
spread in Mr B-'s tent by one of the men, whom we
appointed to the office of cook and waiter. And, when
we were seated on our blankets and cloaks upon the

ground, and Mr B- had squinted at the fire for five
minutes, and then at his wife (who presided at the
board) for ten, we began to feel quite jolly, and gazed

with infinite satisfaction at the men, who ate their supper,
out of the same kettle, in the warm light of the camp-
fire. Our first bed was typical of the voyage, being
hard and rough, but, withal, much more comfortable

than many others we slept upon afterwards, and we were
afl soon as sound asleep upon the rock in the forest, as
if we had been in feather-beds at home. The beds on
which a traveller in this country sleeps are various and

strange. Sometimes he reposes on a pile of branches of
the pine tree ; sometimes on' soü downy moss; occasion-
ally on a pebbly beach or a flat rock, and, not unfre-

215
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quently, on rougli gravel and sand. Of these the
inoss bed is the niost agreeable, and the sandy one thef;î worst.

Early on the following morning, long before daylight,
we werc roused from our slumbers to re-embark, and

now our ourney niay bc said to have commenced in
earnest. Slowly and sîlently we stepped into the canoe,

and sat down in our allotted places, while the men ad-
vanced in silence, and paddled up the quiet river in a
very melancholy sort of mood. The rising sun, however,

dissipated those gloomy feelings, and after breakfast,
which. we took on a small island neaithe hcad of JackA River, we revived at once, and started wîth a cheering
song, -in which all joined. Soon after, we rounded a
point of the river, and Lak-e Winipeg, calm, and clear
as crý alitterin in the beanis of the morning sun,9
lay stretclied out before us to the distant and scarcely
perceptible horizon. Every pleasure has its allo , and tc
the glorious calm, on which. we felicitated ourselves not a tc.

little, was soon ruffled by a breeze, which. speedily in. rE

uccreased so, much as to oblige us to encamp near Montreal
Point, 'beincr too strong for us to venture across the ar
traverse of five or six miles ifow before us. Here, then,

we remained the rest of the da and night, rather dis-
appointed that interruptions should have occurred so SF

soon.
Next day we left our encampment early, and travelled th.

prosperously till about noon, when the wind again in- ar.d to such a degree that we were forced to, putcrease wl
î
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ashore on a poînt, where we remained for the next two
days in grumbling inactivity,

There is nothing more distressing and annoying than
being wind-bound in these wild and uninhabited regions.

One has no amusement except reading, or promenading
about the shores of the lake. Now, although this may
be very delightful to a person of a roinantic disposition,

it was any thing but agreeable to us, as the season was
pretty far advanced, and the voyage long; besides, 1
had no gun, having parted with mine before leaving
Norway House, and no books had been brouglit, as we

dîd not calcul4te upon being wind-bound.- I was partieu-
larly disappointed at not having brouglit my gun, for

while we lay upon the rocks one fine day, gazing
gloomily on the foamîng lake, a black bear was perceived
walking slowly round the bottom. of the bay, formed by
the point on which we were encamped. It was hopeless
to attempt killing him., as Mr Bruin was not fool enough
to permit us to attack him. with axes. After this, a
regular course of high winds commenced, which retarded
us very mueh, and gave us much uneasiness as well as

annoyance. A good idea of the harassing nature of ôur
voyage across Lake Winipeg may be obtained from. the
following page or two of my journal, as 1 wrote it on the
spot

Monday, 25th Augugt.-The wind having moderated
this morning, we left the encampment at an early hour,

and travelled uninterruptedly tiR nearly eight o'clock,
when it began to blow so furiously, that we were obliged

1
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to run ashore and encamp. All day the gale contînued, 01
but in the evening à moderated, and we were enabled to

proceed a good way ere nîght closed in.
Tup8day 26th.-Rain fell in torrents during the night. da

The wînd, too, was high, and we did not leave our en.
campment till after breakfast. We made a good day's eV
journey, however, travelling about forty miles, and at to

night pitched our tents on a point of rock, the only camp-
ing place, as our guide told us, within ten miles. No dry ha
ground was to be found in the vicinîtY5 so we were fain me

'P to sleep upon the flattest rock we could find, with only no
one blanket under us. This bed, however, was not so eat.
disagreeable as might be imagined, its principal disad tha
vantage being, that in case of rain, the water, instead of Wh.
sinkin into, the ground, forms a little pond below ou,9 y Th
deep or shallow, according to the hoRowness or flatness
of the rock on which you repose. Wh

WednRday 27th.-Set out early this morning, and giv
travelled till noon, when the wind a ain drove us ashore,

where we remained, in no very happy humour,'.Iall day. Ouror- pastime.Mr B- and 1 played the flute f mai.-
Thursday 28th.-The perseverig wind blew so, hard C

that we remained in the enéampment all day. This was mor
indeed a esmal day ; for, independently of being delayed, SUM

which is bad enough, the rain fell so heavily that it bagan as
to penetrate throug'h our tents, and, as if not content the

with this, a gust of wind more violent than usual tore the DeL
fastenings of my tent out of the ground, and dashed it reac.ove -Posed to, the pitiless peltingr my head, leaving me ex Unleý
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of the storm. Mr B-s tent beîng in a more sheltered
spot, fortunately escaped.

Friday 29th.-The weather was much improved to-
day, but it stîll ýontiînued to, blow sufficiently to prevent

our starting. As the wind moderated, however, in the
evening, the men carried the baggage down to the beach
to have it in readiness for an earlv start on the morrow.

Saturday 30th.-In the morn*gwe found that the wind
had again risen so as to prevent our leaving the encamp-
ment. This detention is really very tiresome. We have
no amusement except reading a few uninterestîng books,
eating without appetite, and sleeping inordinàtely. Oh,
that I were possessed of the Arabîan Nights' mat,
which transported its owner whithersoever he listed.

There is nothing for it, however, but patience, and
a-ssuredly I have a good example, în poor Mrs B-,

who, thougli little accustomed to such- work, has not
given utterance to a word of complaint since we left

Nmrway House. It is now four days since we pitéhed
our tents on this vile point. How long, we may stiR re-
main is vet to be seen.

Sunday 31st.-The wind was more moderato this
morning, and about ten o'clock we were enabled to re-

sume our journey. The Sabbath dav in such a voyage
as s cannot be a day of rest, as, from the lateness of lie
the season, every hour is of the utmost importance.
Delay may cause our 'being arrested by ice when we
reach the heights of land; and even now we féar that,
unless the season is a late one, we shall experience great
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difficulty, in reaching Canada'. The propeý,.observance
of the Sabbath is, I am happy to say, beco more
general throughout the Hudson's Bay Companys rri-mm 

etories than it used to be. M y of the gentlemen w
travel with brigades of boats and canoesre in the

enckmpment on the Lord's day, particularly those wha
have not long joù"xneys to perform. But those who, from

circumstances, cannot begin their journeys till late in the
autumn, and have long distances to travel,, dare not spend

the Sabbath in inactivit Y-, as, by so doing, they would
risk being fýozen in by the ice, and probably cause the
loss of the whole crews*.

Monday, Sept. 1.-This morning we started very
early, and travelled rapidly along till about noon, when
the wind again. spitefaffr put us ashore, where we re-

mained during the remainder of the day. Towards
evening it increased to a gale, accompanied with heavy

rain; and during the night,-while I was sleeping calmly
under my blanket, unmindful of the raging storm, a

sudden gust again upset iÉy , tent, and I was awakened
by the clammy folds of the wet canvass flapping about
my head and ears. The strength of the wind precluded
the possibility of my re-piteýi*ng it; so, throwing a1arge
block of driftwood on it to keep it from blowinig away
a1together, 1 ran to the canoe, which was turned bottom

,up at no great distance, and lay down under its shelter
,beside the men.

Tues4ay 2d.-Still blowing too hard to proceed; but
about noon the wind fell sufficieiltly to allow us to travel

th."

Co 
1

Ah

we
ln(
Coli

ge+

inel
drei
of

Sam
that
Wir
duri
by
harc
reall

7
morr
peat
do c



19UDSON'S BAY. 221

till four o'clock, when it commenced to blow again se
furiously that we were, after being nearly swamped in
our endea-vourB to continue our journey, obliged to put
ashore. There was something peculiarly aggravating in
this day's detention; as, had we been able to continue

paddling for only two hours longer, we would then have
come to the end of Lake W*''peg, and arrived at Fort
Alexander, which was not more than eight miles distant.

As it wu, here we were ; and, if the wind chose, here
we mi t be for a week to come. In the afternoon two
Indians stumbled on our encampment. They had just

come overland from the fort, where they had got some
potatoes; and they good-naturedly ga-ve us a few, toi-

gether with some unripe plums, in exchange for a few
inches of twist tobacco. They were of the Cree tribe,
dressed in the ordinary coarse cloth capotes and leggins
of the low countries.

Wedne8day 3d.-Spent the lee lang day on the
same rascally point, enjoying the tantalising knowledge

that a couple of hours would put us beyond the reach of
W*u»peg's obstinate waves. More Indians visited us

during the day. Mr B- and I amused ourselves
by alternately playing- the flute and grumbling at our

hard fate, much to the enjoyment of Mrs B-, who is
really blessed with a most equable and enviable temper.

Thur-8day 4th.-The wind wu still very strong this
morning; but so impatient had we beèome at our re-

peated detentions, that with one accord we consented to
do or die! Soi, after launching and Io g the canoe
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with great difficulty, owing to the immense ýwayes that
thundered ag'ainst, the shore, we all embarked and puahed-

of. After great difficulty, and much shipping of water,
we at Icngth came to the vaouth of the Winipeg River,
up which we proceeded a short distance, and arrived at

Fort Alexander.
Thus had wo taken fifteen days to coast along Lake

Winipeg, a journey that is usually performed in a third
of that time.

Fort Alexander bolongs to the Lac la Pluie district;
but being a small post; neither famous for tradc nor for
appearance, 1 will not tako the trouble of describing it.

We only Mmained a couple of hours to ta-o in provisions
in the shape of a ham, a little pork, and some flour, and
thon re-cmbarking, commenced the ascent of Winipeg
]River.

The travelling now before us was widely différent from
that of the last fifteen days. Our mon could now no
longer rest upon their paddles when tired, as they used
to do on the level waters of the la-o. The river was a
rapid one; and towards evening we had an carnest of
the rough Work in store for us, by meeting in rapid isuc-
cession with three waterfàlld, to surmount which we were
obliged to carry the canoe ànd cargo over the rocks, and
launch them above the faJIs. While the men were en-

gaged in this laborious duty, Mr B- and 1 discovered
a great many plum-trees laden with excellent fruit, of

which we ate as many as we conveniently could, and
then filling our caps and handhierchiefs, embarked with
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our prize. They were a great treat to us dter our long
abstinence from every thing but salt food, and I believe
we demolished enough to have killed a whole parieh

achool-boyis, maister, unher, and all 1 But in Yoyages
like these one may take great, liberties with one's inm
terior with perfect impunity,

About sunset we encamped in a picturesque spot, near
theý top of a huge waterfall, whose thundering roar, as

it mingled with the sighing of the night wind through
the bushes and among the precipitous rocks around us,
formed an appropriate and somewhat romantic lullaby.

On the following morning we were aroused from, oùr
elumbers at daybreak ; and in ten il es our tenta were

down and ourselves in the canoe, bounding merrily up
the river, while the echoing wooû and della responded
to the lively air of "Rose blanche," sung by the men as

we Swept roundpoint aftér point and curve after curve
of the noble river, which -displayed to our adnùrm*g gaze
every variety of wild and woodland scener Now
opening up a long vista of elop*g groves of eraceful

trees, beautifully variegated with the tinta of aâtumnal
foliage, and sprinkled with a profusion of wild flowers,
and anon surrounding us with immense cliffs and precipi-
tous ban-s of the crandest and most-majestic aspect; at
the foot of which the black waters rushed impetuous1y

past, and gurgling into white foam, as they sped through
a broken and more interrupted channel, fmally sprang
over a mist-shrouded clif, and after boiling madly on-
wards for a short space, resumed their silent, quiet course
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through peaceful scenery. -As îf to, enhancetherofflate
wildness of the scene, upon rounding a point we 4 èm" thâ
su ddenly upon a large black bear, which waa wâMt tha
leisurely along the ý banks of the river. He gazed -at, ua, d
W surprise for a moment ; and then, as if it.1ad md.
denly occurred to him that guns miýAt bé in the, ana%
away he went helter-skelter up the bank, tearing up,,the son,

ground in his precipitate retreat, and vanished among
the bushes. Fortunately for him there was not a gun in saw
the canoe, else his chance of escape would have been, op«
very small indeed, as he was only fifty yards or so from, the
us when we first discovered him, Wilc

We made ten portages of various lengths during the how.le îý course of the day none of them exceeded a quarter of a flat
mile, while the most were merely a few yards. They

"lI, ËtL' and
were very harassing, however, being close to each other; wu
and often we loaded, unloaded, and carried the canoe out
and cargo over land several times in the distance of half part
a mile. Mesç

On the 7th we left the encampment at an early hour, a do
'40e- and made one short portage a few minutes after starting. wate.

After break-fast, as we paddled quietly along, we descried nortl
three canoes coming towarà us, filled with Indians of the for t

Seauteaux tribe. They gave us a few fresh ducks in activ
exchange for some pork and tobacco, with which they count

were much delighted. After a short conversation be. hiln
tween them. and one of our men who understood. the servi(
language, we parted,'and proceeded on our way. A little

1161 an ili
rain felI during the day, but in the afternoon the sun "Will 1
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ôut arid liabted up the scenery. The foreste about-
thit pwt of the river wore a much more cheerful aq*d,
--Qu" t je of the lower countries, being composed chiefly

poplar, ýbiréh, oak, and willows, wbose beautiful li-'t
foliare had a very pleasing effect upon eyes long,

accustomed to the dark pines along the shores of Rud-
son'a Bay,

In the afternoon we met another canoe, in which we
saw a gentleman sitting. This strange sight set us all
speculating as to who it could be; for we knew that all
the canoes accustomed annually to go through these
wilds had long since passed. We were soon enlightened,

howeyer, on the subject. Both canoes made towards a
flat rock that offered a convenient spot for-Ianding on;
and the stranger introduced himself as Dr Rae. He
wu on his way to York Factory for the purpose of fitting
out at that post an expedition for the survey of the small
part of the North American coast left unexplored by
Messrs Dease and Simpson, which will then prove beyond
a doubt whether or not there is a communication by
water between the Atlantic and Pacifie oceans round the
north of America. Dr Rae appeared to be just the man
for such an expedition. He was very muscular and
active, full of animal spirits, and had a fine intellectual
countenance. He was considered, by those who knew
him well, to be one of the best snow-shoe walkers in the
service, was also an excellent rifle-shot, and could stand
an immense amount of fatigue. Poor fellow! greatly

-xill he require to exert all his abilities and powers of
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endurance. Ile does not preeed as other expe an(4l
have done-namely, with large sup es of provisions

' P ' and- men', but merely takes a very smO supply of 'pro- apl
visions and ten or twelve men. These, however, are all the
to be of his own choosing, and will doubtless be men -of Of
great experience in travelling among the wild regions of cou
North America. The whole expedition is fitted out at joir
the expense of the Hudson's Bay Company. The party

.M 1ý are to depend almost entirely on their guns for pro-,
visions; and aîter proceeding in two open boats round Of
the north-western shores of Hudson's Ba as far as they mey

may fInd it expedient or practicable, are to land, place feil
their boats, in security for the winter, and then penetrate ray

into these unexplored regions on foot. After having as
done as much as possible towards the forwarding of the crac
object of his journey, Dr Rae and his party are to spend Our
the long dreary winter with the Esquimaux, and com- as
mence operations again early in the spring. He is of and

such a pushing, energetic character, however, that there parI,
is every probability he will endeavour to prosecute his Ir1 JI
discoveries during winter, if at all practicable. How tent
long he will remain exploring among these wild regions hUgE
is uncertain, but he may bé two, perhaps three yeaxs. slice

1 There is every reason to believe that this expedition will thesE
be successful, as it isfitted out by a company intimately and

acquainted with the difficulties and dangers of the country
through whieh it will have to pass, and the best methods

of overcoming and avoiding them. Besides, the Doctor of Dr
bu air

himself is well accustomed to the life he will have to lead, here.
t

-!jjý



aïd eâters unon ît not wittlh the vâffué and uneçwl
notions of Back and Fra Ai...but with a pretty correct
appréhension of the -probable. routine of proedùre,' an&
the experience of a great many years spent in the servieé,
of the Hudson's Bay Company.* After a few m'in tg"
conirergation we parted, and pursued our. respective

journeys.
Towards sunset, we encamped on the margin of a
lake, or expanse of the river; and soon', the silence

of the forest was broken by the merry voices of our
men, and by the crashing of the stately trees, aa they
fell under the axes of the voyageurs. The sunes lut.
rays streamed, across the water in a broad, red glare,
as if jealous- of the huge camp-fire, which now rose
crackling among the trees, caating a ruddy glow upon

our huts, and lighting up the swarthy faces of our men
w they assembled round it to, rest their weary limbe,
and to watch the operations of the cook while he pre.
pared their evening meal.

In less than an hour after we landed, the floor of our
tent was covered with a smoking dish of fried pork, a

huge ham, a monstrous tea-pot, and various massive
slices of bréad, with butter to match. To partake of
these delicacies, we seatéd ourselves in Oriental fashion,
and s -èd our tea in contemplative silence, as we lis.

Since this sheet was prepared for press, I have heard of the return
of Dr Rae from his successful discoveries. As a M account of them
bu appeared in the newspýpers, any further notice would be superfluous
here.
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tened to, the gentle murmur of a neighbouring brook,
and gazed through the opening of our tent at the voya.
geurs, wÈile they ate their supper round the fire.' or,
reclining at length upon the grass, smoked their pipes
silence.

Supper was soon over, and I went out to, warm mys«
pýeparatory to, turning in for the night, The men had

supped, and their huge forma were now stretched around
the, fire, enveloped in clouds of tobacco smoke, which
curled in volumes from their unshaven lips. They were,
chatting and laugbing over tales of bygone days; and
just as I came up, they were begging Pierre, the guide,
to relate a ýàle of some sort or other. Il Come, Pierre,'e
said a tall, dark-looking fellow, whose pipe, eyes, and

hair were of the same jetty hue, Il tell us how that Ingin
was killedon the Labrador coast by a black bear. Bap»

tiste, here, never heard how it happened, and you know
he's fond of wild stories.5y

Il Well," returned the guide, Il since you must have it,
Iell do what Ican; but don't be disappointed if it isn-t
so interesting as you would wish. It's a simple tale, and,
not over long." So saying, the guide disposed himself
in. a more comfortable attitude, re:fiRed his pipe, and
after blowing two or three thick clouds to, make sure of
its keeping aEght, gave, in nearly the following words,
an account of
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THE DEATH OF WAPWI,&N.

It is now twenty years since 1 saw Wapwian, and
during that time I have travelled far'and wide in the

Pléns and féreï4s of America. 1 have hunted the buffalo
-th the Seauteaux, in the prairies of the S4.skatchewan,
I have crossed the Rocky Mountains with the Black.

fe,t,-and killed the black bear with the Abinikies, on
the coasta of Labrador,-but never, among all the tribes
that 1 have visited, have I met an Indian like Wapwian.
It was not his form or his strength that I admired,-
though the first was graceful, and the latter immense
but his disposition was so kind, and affectionate, and
noble, that all who came in contact with, him, loved, and
respected him; yet, strange to say, he was neverpeon-
verted by the Roman Catholie missionaries who fr-m

time to, time visited his -village. He listened to them
with respectful attention, but always, answered that he

Could worship the Great Manitou better as a hunter in
the forest than as a# farmerý in the settlements of the
white men,

Well do I remember the first time I stumbled upon
the Indian villaÉe in which he lived. I had set out from

Montreal, with two trappers.,, to pay a visit to the Labra-
dor coast; we had travelled most of the way in a s
Indian canoe, coasting along the northern shore of the
Gulf of St Lawrence, and reconnoîtring in- the woods
for portages to avoid rounding long capes and points of
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...,d, and sometîmes in search of game-for we depended
almost entirely upon our gune -for foodO we

It was upon one of the latter occasions that I went
of, accompanied by one of the trappers, while the other doi:

remained to watch. the canoe and prepare our encamp» PrO«
ment for the night. We were unsuccessful, and after a an
long walk thought of returning to our camp empty- the
handed, when a loud whirring sound in the bushes at- wer
tracted our attention, and two partridges perched upon a frot
tree quite near us. We shot thom, and, fixing them in aroi

our belts, retraced our way towards the coast with lighter
hearts. Just aé we emerged froin the dense forest, how. GUI

ever, on o4e side of an open space, a taR muscular Indian sbax
strode from, among the bushes and stood before us. Re the
was dressed in the blanket capote, cloth. leggins, and doz(

let , cap usuaHy worn by the Abî Mes, and other of M
tribes of the Labrador coast. A red-deer shot- aboi

Ae 1, pouch, and a powder-horn, hung round his neck; and the;
at his side were a beautifully ornamented fire-bag and laur
scalping-knife. A common gun lay in the hollow of hîs bay.

left arm, and a pair of ornamented moccasins covered his
feet. He was, indeed, a handsome-lookiing fellow, as he and
ts ood scanning us rapidly with his jet-black eyes, while the

Il 1týee ',,' in tlwe approached him. We accosted lhim, and informed
(for he understood a little French) whence we came,

ject in v* g his part of the country. Ile &bo-ý
and our ob isitin
received our advances kindly, acceptedà, piece of tobacco ofÏ il
that we offéred and told us that his naine was Wal

,-j e_je Wapwian, and that we were welcome to remain at bis of ti
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village--to which he offered to conduct u&-u long u
we pleased. After a little hesitation we accepted bie
invitation to remain a few days ; the more go., as by so
doing we would have an opportunity of getting some
provnions to enable us to continue our journey. In half

an hour we reached the brow of a smaR eminence, whence
the eurling smoke of the wigwams was visible. * The 'tents
were pitched on the shores of a small bay or inlet, guarded

froin the east wind by a high precipice of rugged rocks,
around which hundreds of sea-fowl sailed in graceful

flights. Beyond this headland stretched the majestic
Gulf of St Lawrencewhile. to the left, the village was
11% ft ed by the spruce-fir, of which, most of this part of

the forest W composed. There were, in all, about a
dozen tents, made of dressed deer-skin, at the openings
of which might be seen groups of little children playiný g
about on the grass, or running after their mothers as

they went to the neighbouring rivulet for water, or
launched their canoes to examine the trout-nefs in the
bay.

" Wàpwian paused to gaze an instant on the scene,,
and then, descending the hill with rapid strides, entered
the village, and dispatched a little boy for our companion
in the encàmpment.

14 We were ushered into a tent somewhat élevated
above the others, and soon were-'reclining on a soft pile
of pine -ymnches, smoking in company with our friend

Wapwian, while his pretty little squaw prepared a kettle
of trout for supper.

EIUDSON y SB Y.
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We spent two happy days in the viRage--hunu*nr
deer with our Indian frîend, and assisting the squaws m

theîr fishing operations, -On the third morning wé re
ed in the camp to dr' .-the venison, and prepare for

our departure; while Wapýwian shouldered his gun, and
calling to his nephew, a slim active youth of eighteea it
bade him follow with his, gun, as he in'ended to bring
back a few ducks for his white brothers.

The two Indians proceeded for a time along the shore, tr
and then, striking off into the forest, threaded their way th

among the thick bushes in the direction of a chain -of th
small lakes where wild-fowl were numerous. be,

Fbr some tinie they moved rapidly along under the br
from time to time

sombre shade of the trees, casti bil
sharp glances into the surrounding underwood. Sud- .80

a- denly the elder Indian pauseâ and threw forward his an
gun, as a slight rustling in the bushes struck his ear. Ur
T]ý6 boughs bent and crackled a few yards in advance; for
ag(ta large black bear crossed the path and entered th>

ù u£derwood on the other side. Wapwian fired at him Of
Ïfistantl -and a savage growl --told that the shot had

îaken e:ffect. The gun, however, had been loaded with skir
small shot; and although wheu he fired the bear was only W

a few yards off,,yet the improbability of its having Pla
wounded him badly, and the distance they had to go ere ho
they reached the lakes, inclined him, to give up the chas& its

l4_1Î4 WMle Wapwian, was loading his gun, Miniquan (his say
nephew) had been examining the bear's track, and his

returned, saying that he was sure the an must be the
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badly wounded, for there was much blood on the track.
At first the elder Indian refused to follow it; but seemo- g

that his nephew wished very much to kiR the brute, he
nt lut consented. As the trail of the bear was much
covered with blood, they found no difficulty in tracking

it ; and after a short- walk they found him extended on
bis side at the foot of a large tree apparently lifeleu.
Wapwian, however, was too experienced a hunter to,
&ust himself ineautiously within its reach; so he examined
the priming of his gun, and then, advancing slowly to
the animal, pushed it with the muzzle. In an instant the
bear sprang upon hiîm, regardless of the shot lodged in its

breast; and in another moment Wapwian lay stunned and
bléeding at the monster's feet. Miniquan was at fint

-so thunderstruck, as he gazed in horror at the savage
tearing with bloody jaws the senseless form of his

uncle, that he stood rooted to the ground. It was only
for a moment - the next, his gun was at his shoulder;
and after firing at, but unfortunâtely, in the excitement
of the moment, missing the bear, he attacked it with the -e
butt of hïs gun, which he soon shivered to pieces on its
skull. This drew the animaJ for a few moments from.

Wapwian; and Miniquan, in hopes of leading it fýom the
plue, ran of in the direction of the village. The beair,
however, soon gave up the chase, and returned again to

its victim. Miniquan now saw that the only chance of
saving his relative was to alarm the village; so, tightening

his belt, he set off with the speed of the hunted ' deer in
the direction of the camp. In an incredibly sho'rt time
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lie
he arrived, and soon returned with the trappers and my-

self. Alas alas! said the guide, with a deep sigh, it E
was too late. Upon arriving at the spot, we found the41

bear quite dead, and the noble, generous Wapwian ex- e
tended by its side, torn and lacérated in such a manner
that we could scarcely recognise him. Re still breathed
a little, however, and appeared to know me, as I bentIl, IJ
over him and tried to close his gaping wounds. We con- 9
structed a rude couch of branches, and conveyed

slowly to the village. No word of complaint or cry of
sorrow escaped from, his wife as we laid his bleeding

form in her tent. She seemed to have lost the power
of speech, aïs she sat, hour after hour, gazing in un-

-atterable despair on the mangled form of her husband.
Poor Wapwian lingered for a week in a state of un- L

consclousness. His skuR had been fractured, and he
lay almost in a state of insensibility, and never spolke,
save when, in a fit of delirium, his fancy wandered back
to bygone days, when he ranged the forest with a tiny r
bow in chase of little birds and squirrels, strode in the
vigour of early manhood over frozen plains of snow, or
dashed d6wn, foaming currents and mighty rivers in his r

light canoe. Then a shàde would cross his brow as he M
thought, perhaps, of his recent struggle with the bear, 'W

and he would again relapse into silence,
He recovered slightly before bis death; and once he

smiled, as if he recognised his wifé, but he never spoke
to any one. We scarcely knew when his spirit fied, so
calm and peaceful, was his end.
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1>4 His body now reposes beneath the spreading branches
of a lordly pine, near the scenes of his childhood ; where

he had spent his, youth, and where he met his untimely
end2Y

The guide paused, and looked round upon his ' auditors.
Alas 1 for the sympathy of man-the half of them, had
gone to sleep; and Baptiste, for whose benefit the story
had been related, lay or rather sprawled upon the turf
behind the fire, snoring loudly, his shaggy head resting
on the rotten stump of an old tree, and his empty pipe
hanging gracefully from his halfýopen mouth. A slight
4,1 humph " escaped the worthy guide, as he shook the
ashes from. his pipe, and, rolling bis blanket round him,
laid his head upon, the ground.

Fiarly the following morning we raised the camp and
continued our journey. The scenery had now become
more wild and picturesque. Large pines became nume-
rous; and the rocky fissures, through which. the river

rushed. in a black unbroken mass, cast a gloomy shadow
upon. us as we struggled to ascend. Sometimes we
managed to get up these rapids with the paddles, and,

when the current was too, powerful, with long poles,
which the men ùxed in the ground, and thus pushed
slowly up ; but, when both of these failed, w-e resorted to

the tracking line, upon which, occasions four of the men
went on shore and dragged us up, leaving four in the
canoe to paddle and steer it. When the current was too
strong for this, they- used to carry parts of the cargo .to
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the smooth water further up, and drag the canoe up light,
or, taking it on their shoulders, carry it overland. We
me4de nine or ten of these portages in two days. In the

afternoon we came in view of a Roman Catholie mission
-station, snugly situated at the bottom, of a small bay or
creek ; but, as it was a little out of our way, and from
its quiet appearance seemed deserted, we did not stop.

In the afternoon of the following day, the 9th of Sep.
tember, we arrived at the Company's post called Rat
Portage House, where we were hospitably entertýined
for a few hours by Mr M'Kenzie, the gentleman
charge. On the portage, over which we had to carry
our canoe and baggage, a large party of Indians of

both sexes and all ages were collected to witness our
departure ; and Mr M'Kenzie advised us to keep a sharp
look-out, as they were much addicted to appropriating
the property of others to their own private use, provided
they could find an opportunity of doing so unobserved;

so, while our men were running backwards and forward%
carrying the things over the rocks, Mr B- and bis
lady remained at one end to guard them and I at the
other. Every thing, however, was got safely across;
the Indians merely stood looliing on, apparently much

amused with our proceedings, and nothing seemed
further from their thoughts than stealing. Just as we
paddled from the bank, one of our men threw them a
handful of tobacco, for which there was a great scramble,
and their noisy voices died away in the distance as we
rounded an abrupt point of rocks, and floated out upon
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the glorious expanse of Lac du Bois, or, as it is more
frequently called, the Lake of the Woods.

There is nothing, 1 think, better calculated to awaken
the more solemn feelings of our nature, (unless, indeed,
it be the thrilling tones of sacred music,) than these
noble lakes, studded. with innumerable islets, suddenly
bursting on the traveller's view, as he emerges from the
sombre forest rivers of the American wildernm. Tle
élear unrufRed. water, stretching out to, the horizon-here,
embracing the heavy and luxuriant foliage of a hundred

wooded isles, or reflecting the wood-clad, mountains on its
margin, clothed. in all the variepted hues of autumn

and there, glittering with dazzling brilliancy, in the
bright rays of the evening sun, or rippling among the
reeds and rushes of some shallow bay, where hundreds
of wild-fowl- chatter, as they feed, with varied cry, ren.
dering more appgent, rather than disturbing, the solemn
stillness of the scene: all tends to le raise the soul from,ý-,
naturé up to nature's God," an& reminds one of the
beautiful passage of Scripture, Il 0 Lord, how manifold
are thy works 1 in wisdom hast thou made them all: the
earth is full of thy rielles.yy

At night we encamped at the farthest extremity of the
lake, on a very exposed spot, whence we looked out upon.
the starlit scene, while our supper was spread before us
in the warm light of the fire, which blazed and crackled
as the men heaped log after log upon it, sending up clouds
of bright sparks into the sky.,

Next mornin we commenced the ascent of Lac la
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Pluie River. This is decidedly the most beautiful river
we had yet traversed, not only on account of the luxu.
riant foliage, of every hue, with which its noble banks
are covered, but chiefl ' y from the resemblance it, bears in
many places to the scenery of England, recalling to mind

the gra'ssy lawns and verdant banks of Britain's streamS,
and transporting the beholder from. the wild scenes of the,
western world to his native home. The trees along its
banks were larger and more varied than any we had
hitherto seen -ash poplar, cedar, red and white p*es'
oak, and birch, being abundant, whilst flowers of gaudy
hues ènhanced the beauty of the scene. Towards mon
our guide keýt a sharp look-out for a convenient spot

whereon to dine; and ere long, a flat shelving rock,
partly shaded by trees and partly exposed to the blaze
of the sun, presented itself toview. The came was soon
alongside of it, and kept floating about half-a-foot from
the edge by means of two branches, the two ends of
whieh were fastened to the bow and stern of the canoe,
and the other two held to the ground by means of huge
stones. It is necessary to be thus careful with canoes,
as the gum or pitch with which the seams are plastered
breaks off in lumps, particularly in cold weather, and
makes the craft leaky. A snow-white napkin was spread
on the flattest part of the rock, and so arrainged that, as
we reclined around it on cloaks, and blankets, our bodies,
down to the knees, were shaded by the luxuriant foliage
behind us, while our feet were basking in the solar rays 1

Upon the napkin were presently placed, by our active
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1 lý ,

waitv.4.& Gibault, three pewter plates, a decanter of port
wme, and a large ham, together with a turret of salt

butter, and a loaf of bread, to the demolition of whïch,
viands we devoted ourselves with great earnestness. At
a short distance, the men circled. round'a huge lump of
boiled pork, each with a large slice of bread in one hand
and a knife in the other, with which he porked his bread
in the same way that civilised people butter theirs,

H&-an-hour concluded our mid-day meal ; and then,
casting off the branches from, the canoe, we were out of
sight of our temporary dining-room in five minutes.

On the evening of the following day we arrived at the
Company's post, Fort Frances, so called in honour of the

lady of Sir George Simpson. The fort is rather an old
building, situated at the bottom of a small bay or curve
in the river, near the foot of a waterfall, whose thunder-
ing roar forms a ceaseless, music to the inhabitants. We
found the post in charge of a chief trader, who had no
other societ than that of three or four labouring men;
S05 as May be supposed, he was delighted to see us. Our
men carried the canoe, &o., over the portage to, avoid
the waterM, and, as it was then too late to pr'oceed
further that night, we accepted Mr F-s pressing
invitation to pass the night at the fort. There was only
one spare bed in the house, but this was a matter of
Ettle moment to us after the variety of beds we had
had since starting; so, spreading a buffalo robe on the

floor for a mattrass, 1 rolled myself in my blanket and
tried to sleep. At first I could not manage it, owing to

IIUDSON"S BAY.
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the unearthly 8tillnesis of a room, after being so long WC
accustomed to the open air and the noise of rivers and

càtaracts, but. at last succeeded, and slept soundly till a
morning.

Dame Fortune does notýüways persoeutc her friends; hil
and although she had retarded us hitherto, a good ded, Upi
with contrary winds and rain, she kindly assisted us the

when we commenced crossing Lac la Pluie next mornîng, raï
by raising a stiff, fair breeze. Now, bc ît known that a if
canoe, from having no keel, and a round bottom, cannot net
venture to hoist a sail unless the wind is directly astern str,-

the Icast bit to one side would bc sure to capsize it; wat
so that our getting the wind precisely in the proper fish

direction at the commencement, was a reat piece of stri9
good fortune, inasmuch as it enabled us to cross the lake he
in six hours, instead of (as is generally the case) taking bou
one, two, or three days. tobý-

In the evening we arrived, in high spirits, at a portage, soe
on whieh we encamped. ther

Our progress, after this, became a little more inter. T
rupted by portitges and small lakes, or rather ponds, SeWE

through which we sometimes passed with difficulty, owîng giga
to the shallowness of the water in many places. Soon of w
after this we came to the Mecan River, which we pre. bow

pared to ascend. In ma L-*ng a portage, we suddenly Upor
discovered a little Indian boy, dressed in the extreme of pair,
the Indian summer fashion-in other words, he was in an 1.

state of perfect nakedness, with the exception of a -b.
breech-cloth; and upon casting our eyes across the river the r
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we behold hiis father, in a similar costume, bugily em.
ployed in catching flah with a hand-net. He wu really
a wild, picturesque-looking fellow, notwithstanding the
seantiness of bis costume, and I was much interoisted in

his.proceedings. When 1 first saw him, he was standing
npon a rock close to the edge of a fbaming rapid, into
the eddies of which he gazed intently, with the net
raised in the air, and bis muscular frame motionless, as
if petrified while in the act of striking. Suddenly the
net swung through the air, and bis body quivered as he

strained every sinew to force it quickly through the
water: in a moment it came out with a beautiful white.
fish, upwards of a foot long, glittering like silver as it

struggled in the meshes. In the space of half an hour
he had caught half-a-dozen in -this manner, and we

bought three or four of the finest for a few plugs of
tobacco. Ilis wigwam and family were close at hand;
soe while our men crossed the portage, 1 ran up to see
them.

The tent, which. was made of sheets of birch-bark
sewed together, was pitched beneath the branches of a
gigantic pine, ulpn the lower limbs of whieh bung a pair
of worn-out snow-shoes, a very dirty blanket, and a short
bow, with a quiver of arrows near it. At the foot of it,

upon the ground, were scattered. a few tin pots, several
pairs of old moccasins, and a gun; while against it leaned
an Indian cradle, in whieh a small very brown baby, with
jet-black eyes and hair, stood bolt upright, basking in
the sun's rays, and bearing a comical resemblance to, au

Q
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Egyptian mummy. At the door of the tent a child of
riper years amused itself, by rolling about among the
chips of wood, uise-less bits of deer-skin and filth, glwayo

strewn around a wigwam. On the riglit hand lay a pile

of firewood, with an axe beside it, near which, crouched

a half-starved, wretched-looking nondescript dog, who

kicked up a tremendoues row the moment lie cast eyes

upon me. Sucli wa-s the outside. The interior, filled
with smoke from. the fire and Indians' pipes, was, if pos»

sible, even dirtier. Amid a large pile of rabbit-skîns

reclined an old woman, busily plucking the fcathers from.

a fine duck, which, she carefully proserved (the foatheris,

not the duck) in a bag, for the purposo of trading them

with. the Company at a future period. Iler dress wu a

coat of rabbit-skins, so strangely shaped tliat no one

could possibly tell liow she over got it off or on. This,

however, was doubtless a matter of little consequence to

lier, as Indians seldom. ta-e the trouble of changin-g thoir

clothes, or even of undressing at all. The coat was
fearfully dirty, and hung upon her in a way that led me

to suppose slie had worn it for six months, and that it
would fall off ber in a few days. A pair of faded blue

cloth leggins completed her cost>ume - lier dirty shoulders,

arms, and feet being quito destitute of covering; while

her long black hair fell in tangled masses upon ber neck,

and it was evidently a long time since a comb had passed
,through it. On the other side sat a younger woman

ýsiuaflarly attired, employed in mending a hand-net ; and
on a very much worn buffalo robe sat a young man
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(probably the brother of the one we had seen fishing),
wrapped in a blanket, smoking his pipe in silence. A

few dirty Ettle half-naked boys lay sprawling among
soyeral packages of furs tied up in birch bark, and dis-

puted with two or thrce ill-looking dogs the most com-
modious place whereon to, lie. The fire in the middle of

the tent sont up a cloud of smoke, which escaped through
an aperture at the top, and from a cross-bar depended
a few slices of deer-meat, undergoi'ng the process of
smoking. J.,

I had merely tîme to note all this, and say Il what
cheer " to the Indians, who returned the compliment
with a grunt, when the loud voice of our guide ringing
through the glades of the forest, informed me that the
canoe was roady to proceed.

Tho country througb which we now passed was very
interesting, on account of the variety of the scenes and
places through which we wound our way. At times we
were paddling -with difficulty against the strong eurrent
of a narrow river, which, on our turning a point of land,
suddenly became a large lake; and then, after crossing

this, we arrived at a portage: after passing over it, there
came a series of small ponds and little creeks, through

which we pushed our way with difficulty; and then ar.
rived at another lake, and more little rivers, with nume.

rous portages. Sometimes ludicrous accidents happened
to us, bad enough at the time, but subjects of mirth
afterwards.

One cold fYost morning, (for the weather had now
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Amused myself by sketching the view from a neighbour-
ing hill. After crossing two more portages, and a variety
of small lakes, we launched our canoe on the -bosom, of the
river Du Chien, and began for the first time since the
commencement of our journey to decend, having passed
ove, the height of land. We saw several gray grouse
here, and in the evening one of our men caught one in a

curious manner. They were extremely tame, and allôwed
us to approach them. very closely, so Baptiste determined
to catch one for supper. Cutting a long branch from a
neighbouring tree, he tied a runningnoose on one end of'

it, and, going quietlyup to the bird, put the noose gently
over its head aud pulled it of the tree 1 This is a common

practice among the Indians, particularly when they, have
run short of gunpowder.

Sunday 21st.-Crossed Laé- du Chien, and made the
portage of the same name, from. the top of which we had
a most beautiful view of the whole country for miles round.

Having crossed this portage, we proceeded down the
Kamenistaquoia River, on the banks of,-.- which, after

m g ýnother portage, we pitched our tents.
Monday 22d.-Rain obliged us to put ashore this

morning. Nothing can be more awretched than travelling
in rainy weather. Thé men, poor fellows, do not make-
the least attempt to keep themselves dry; but the pas.

sengers endeavour, by means of oiled cloths, to keep out
the wet,-and under this they broil and suffocate,, till at
last they aire, obliged to throw off theý covering. Even
were this not the case, we should still -be wretched, as
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the rain always fmds its way in somewhere or othér ; and
1 have been often awakened from a nap by the cold
trickling of mÔisture down my back, and have discovered,

upon moving, that I was lying in a pool of water. A sb ore,
we are generally a little more comfortable, but not much.
After dinner we again started, and advanced. on our
journey till sunset.

Tueqday 23d.-To-day we advâneed very slowly,
owing to the shallowness of the water, and crossed a

number of portages. Dur*g the day we ran several
rapids. This is an exceedingly exciting thing : upon

nearing the heads of a large rapid, the men strain every
muscle to urge the canoe forward more quîckly.than the

water, so that it may steer better. The bowsman and
steersman stand erect, guiding the frail bark through the
more unbroken places in the fierce current, which hisses
and foams around, as if eager to swallow us up. Now
we -rush, with lightning force, towards a rock, against
whiêh the water dashes in fury, and, to an uninitiated
traveller, we appear to, be on the point of destruction;
but one vigorous stroke from the bowsman and steers.
man (for they always act in concert) sends the light

craft at a sharp angle from, the impending danger, and
away we plunge again over the surging waterssome-

times floating for an instant in a smaR eddy, and hovering,
as it were, to choose our path, and then plunging swiftly
forward again through the, windings of the stream,-tiU,
having passed the whole in safety, we float in the smooth
water below,
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Accidents, as may be supposed, often happen; and to.
day we found tbat there is danger -as well as pleasure in

running the rapids. We had got over a great part of
the day in safety, and were in the act of running the
first part of the Rose rapid, when our canoe struck upon
a rock, and wheeling round with its broadside to the
stream, began to fffi quickly. 1 could hear the timbers-
cracking beneath me under the immense pressure-an-
other minute, and we should have been gone; but our
men, who were active fellows, and weR accustomed to

such dangers, sprang simultaneously over the side of
the canoe, which, being thus lightened, passed over the
rock, and rushed down the remainder of the râpid, stern
foremost, ere the men could scramble in and resume
their paddles. When rapids were very dangerous, most
of the cargo was generally disembarked7and while one
half of the crew carried it round to the still water be-
low, the other half ran down-light.

Crossed two smaR portages, and the Mountain Port-
age in the aftýrnoon., on the latter of which I went to
see a waterfpx,, which 1 was told was in its vicinity. I
had great dIfficulty in finding it at erýf,_but its thunder.,
ing roar soeu guided me to à spot from whence it was
visible. Truly, a grander waterfall I never saw 1 The
whole rîver, which was pretty broad, plunged in one
broad white sheet over a precipice, higher, by a few feet,
than the famous Falls of Niagara; and the spray from
the foot sprang high into the air, bedewing the wild, pre-

cipitous crags with which the fall îs -encompassed, and
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the gloomy pînes that hang about the clefts and fissures
of the rocks. Travellers have given it the name of the
Mountain Fall, from a peculiar mountain in its vicinity,
-but the natives call it the kackabecka Falls. After
making a sketch of it, and getting myself thoroughly
wet in so doing, I returned to the canoe.

In the evening we encamped within nine miles of Fort
William, having lost one of our men, who went ashore to
lighten the canoe while we ran a rapid. After a -*good
deal of trouble we found him again, but too late to admit
of our proceeding to the fort that night,

Wednaday 24th.-Early this morning we left the
encampment, and after two hours-" paddling, Fort William

burst upon our enraptured gaze, mîrrored in the limpid
waters of that immense fresh-water sea, Lake Superior,
whose rocky shores and roUing billows vie with the ocean
in grandeur and magnificence.

Fort William was once one of the chief posts in the
Indian country, and, when it belonged to the North-

West Company, contained a gî-eat number of men. Now,
however, much of its glory has departed. Many of the

buildings have been pulled down, and those that re am'
are very rickety-looking affairs. It is still, however, a
very important fishing station, and maný hundreds of

beautiful white-fish, with which, Lake Superior swarms,
are salted there annually for the Canada markets. These

white-fish are indeed excellent, and it is difficult to say
whether they, or the immense trout, which are also
caught in abundance, have the most delicate flavour.
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These trout, as well as white-fish, are caught in nets, and
the former sometimes measure three feet long, and are
proportiohately broad. The one we had to breakfast on
the morning of our arrival, must have been very nearly
this size.

The fur trade of the post is not very good, but the furs
traded are similar to those obtained in other parts of the
country.

A number of canôtes de maître, or very large canoes,
are always kept in store here,'for the use of the Com-

pany's travellers. These canoes are of 'the largest size,
exceeding the north canoe in length by several feet,

besides being much broader and deeper. They are used
solely for the purpose of travelling on Lake Superior,

being much too large and cumbersome for travelling with
through the interior. They are carried by four men
instead of two, like the north canoe, and, besides being
capable of carrying twice as much cargo, are paddled by
fourteen or sixteen men. Travellers from Canada to,
the interior generally change their can-4tes de maître for
north canoes at Fort William, before entering upon the
intricate navigation through -which, we bad already
passed ; while those - go*g from the interior to Canada,
change the small for the large canoe. As we had few
men, however, and the weather appeared settled, we
determined to risk coasting round the northern shore of
the lake in our north canoe.

The scenery around the fort is very pretty. In its
immediate vicility the land is fiat, covered with small
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trees and willows, which are agreeably suggestive of
partridges and other game; but in the distance rise
stupendous mountains; and on the left hand, the noble

expanse of the Lake Superior, with rock islands on its
mighty bosom, and abrupt hills on its shores, stretches

out to the horizon. The fort is built at the moùth of the
Kamenistaquoia River, and from its walls a beautîful viiew

of the surrounding country can be obtained.
As the men wanted rest, and our canoe a little repair,

we determined to remain all day at Fort William; so some
of the men employed themselves re-gumming the canoe,
while others spread out our blankets and tents to dry,
This last was very necessary, as on the journey we have
Ettle time to spare from eating and sleeping while on
shore, and many a time have I in consequence slept in a
wet blanket.

The fair lady of the gentleman in charge of the fort,
was the only lady at the place, and indeed the only one
withm* a circuit of Èix hundred miles, which space, being
the primeval forest, was inhabited only by wild beasts
and a few Indians. She was consequently - very much

delighted to meet with Mrs B- who, having for so
many days seen no one but rough voyageurs, was equally

delighted to meet her. While they went off to make the
Most of each other, Mr B- and I sau'ntered about
in the vicinity of the fort, admiring the beauty of the
scenery, and paid numerous visits to a superb dairy
the fort, which, overflowed with mil'k and cream. There
were a number of cows at the post, a few of which we
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aencountered in our walk, and also a good many pigs and
sheep. In the eveni*ng we returned, and. at tea were

introduced to a postmaster, who had been, absent when
we arrived,,'-- This postmaster turned out to be a first.

rate player of Scottish reels on the violin. He was self-
taught, and truly the sweetness and precision with which

he played every note and trill of the rapid reel and
strathspey, would have made Neil Gow himself envious.

So beautiful and inspiriting were they, that Mr B-
and our- host, who were both genuine Highlanders,
jumped simultaneously from their seats, in an ecstasy of
enthusiasm, and danced to the lively music till the very
walls shook,'much to the amusement of the two ladies,
who having been both born in Canada, could not so well
appreciate the music. Indeed, the musician himself looked
a little astonished, being quite ignorant of the e-ndearing
recollections and associations recalled to the memory of
the two Highlanders by the rapid notes of his violin.

They were not, however, to be contented with one reel;
so, after fruitlessly attempting to, make the ladies join

us, we sent over to the men's houses for the old Canadian
wifa of Pierre Lattinville, and her two blooming daughters.
They soon came, and after much coyness, blushing, and
hesitation, at last stood up, and under the inspiring in-
fluence of the violin, we

Danced till we were like to fa'
The reel o' Tullochgorum ! "

and did not cease till the lateness of the hour, and the
exhaustion, of our musician, compelled us to give in.



HUDSON e 8 BAY* 255

On the following morning we bade adieu to the good
people at Fort William', and began our, journey aJong
the northern shore of Lake Superior, which is upwards
of three hundred miles in diameter. Fortune, however,

is proverbially fickle, and she did not belie her character
on this particular day. The weather, when win started,
was calm and clear, which pleased us much, as we had

to make what is called a traverse--that is, to cross from
one point of land to another, instead of coastîng round a
very deep bay. The traverse which we set out to make
on leaving Fort William, was fourteen miles broad,,which
made it of some conseqqence our having a calm. day to
cross it, in our little egg-shell of a canoe. Away we
went, then, over the clear laké, singing Il Rose blanche'-'

vociferously. We had already gone a few miles of the
distance, when a dark eloud rose on the seawaxd horizon.
Presently the water darkened under the influence of a
stiff breeze ; and in less than half an hour the waves

were rolEng and boiling aroand us lik-e those of the
Atlantic. Ahead of us lay a small island, about a mile
distant, and towards this the canoe was steered; whiïe
the men urged it forward as quickly as the roughness of
the sea would allow. Still the wind increased, and the

island was not yet gaîned. Some of the waves had broken
over the 2dge of the canoe, and she was getting filled
with water ; but a kind providence permitted us to reach
the island in safety, though not in comfort, as most of
the men were much wet, and many of them a good deal
frightened.
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On landing, we pitéhed our tents, made a fire.t and
proceeded to, dry ourselves, and in less than an hour
were as comfortable as possîble. The island on wbieh

we had encamped was a small rocky one, covered with
short heathery-looking âhrubs, among which. we foùnd
thousands of blaeberries. On walking round to, the
other side of it, 1 discovered an Indian encamped with
bis faniily. He supplied us with a fine white-fish, for
whieh our men gave him, a little tobacco and a bit of the
&esh mutton which. we had brought with us from, Fort

William. »

Three daye we remaîned on this vile island, while the
wind and waves continued unceasingly to howl and lash
around it, as if they wished in their disappointment to
beat it down and ' swallow us up, island and all; but,
towards the close of the third day, the gale moderated,

and we ventured again to attempt the traverse. This
time we succeeded, and in two hours passed Thunder
Point, on the othe'r side of which. we encamped.

The next day we could only travel till breakfast time,
as the wind again increased so much as to oblige us to
put ashore. We comforted oûrselves, however, with the
prospect of a good mutton-chop.

The fire was soon made, the kettle on, and every thing
in preparation, when the dreadful discovery was made
that the whole of the fresh mutton had been forgotten!

Words cannot paint éur consternation at this discovery.
Poor Mrs B- sat in mute despair, thinking of the
mercy of being reduced again to salt pork; while her
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kusband, who had-hithertostood âýghast, jumped suddenly
forward, and seizing a bagof -fine potatoes that had been

given to, the men, threw ît, in a transport of rage, into
the lake, vowing that ' as we were.by their negligence to
be deprived of our mutton, they certainly should also, be

sufferers with us.
It was very laughable to behold the rueful counteo.

nan s of the men, as their beautiful, luge, white pota-
toes sank to the bottom. of the clear water, and-shoné
brightly there, as if to, taàtaJise them, while the rippling
water caused them, to qýiver so, much, that the lake

'seemed, to, rest on'a pavement of huge potatoes 1 None
dared, however, àÎtempt to, recover one; but,, after a

while, when MrB-'s back was turned, a man crept
cautîoùsly - down to the water-s-edge, and gathered as,
many-,ýaà'weÈç within reach,-always, however, keeping
an eye on--hý master, and stooping in an attitude that
would permit of his bolting up on the slightest indication
of a wrathful movement.

It would be tedious, as well as linn essary, to recount
here all the minutiS of our voyage across Lake Superior

1 shaR merely touch on a few of the more particular
a *dents.inci

On the Ist of October we arrived at the Pie House,*
where we spent the night; and, after a rough voyage,
reached Michipicoton on the 4th. Our voyage along

Lake Superior was very stormy and harassing, remind.

* It mut be borne in mind, that all the establishments we passed'on
the way belonged to the Hudsons Bay Company.

j ý,

1

IA



peu

Se'

44

A

'S

-ces

vr li
m l 

1 1

ny , ,

les

258 RUDSON'S BAY.

ing us often of Lake Wu*ùpeg. Sometimes we were
paddling along over the smooffi water, and at, other

times Iying»by, while the lake was lashed into a man
of foam and billows by a strong gale. So much deten.

tion, and the lateness of the season, rendered it necessary
to take advantage of every lull and calm hour that occur.
red, so that we travelled a good deal during the night.
This sort of travelling was very romantic. I will de.
scribe a night of it.

On one occasion, after having been ashore two days.
the wind moderated in the aîternoon, and we deter.

mined to proceed if possible. The sun set gloriously,
givmg promm of fine weather. The sky was élear and
cloudless, and the lake calm. For an hour or so, the
men sang as they paddled, but as the shades of eve *
fell, they ceased; and as it was getting rather chilly, I
wrapped myself in my green blanket, (which served me
for a boat-cloak as well as a bed,) and soon fell fast
asleep.

How long I slept 1 know not ; but when I awoke,
the regular, rapid hiss of the paddles struck upon my

ear, and upon throwing off the blanket, the first thing
that met my eye was the dark sky spangled with the

most, gorgeous and brilliant, stars I ever béheld. The
whole ficene, indeed, was one of the most, cent and

awffl that can be imagined. On our left hand rose
tremendous, precipices and eliffs, around the bottom, and

among the caverns of which the black- waters of the lake
curled quietly, (for a most deathlike, unearthly calm
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unding forth a faint hollow as of
distant waters, which ended at long int«vak in a slow

melancholy cadence. Before and béhind us, abmpt
craggy islands rose from the water, every

M V% n nm;"nl%

&&AW le and uni ble shape in the uncertain
fight - while on the right, the eye ranged over theïnky

lake, till it was lost in thick darkness. A thin, traùspa-
rent night-fog added to the mystical, appearaum of the

scene, upon whieh I looked with udaeed feelings of
wonder and awe. The only distinct sound that could
be heard, was the measured sound of the paddles, which
the men plied in silence, as if unwilling to break the

stillness of the night. Suddenly the guide uttered in a
hoarse whisper, Il A terre V' starfling the sleepy men,

and rendering the succeeding silence still more impres-
sîveo

The canoe glided noiselessly through a maze of nar-
row passages among the tall clifis, and grounded on

a stony beach. Every thing was then carried up, and
the tents pitched in the dark, as no wood could be con.
veniently found, for the purpose of 'making a fire ; and,
wit1rout taking any supper, or even breaking the solemn
silence of the night, we spread our beds as we best could
upon the round stones, (some of which were larger than
a maWs fist,) and sank into repose. About a couple of
hours aftérwards we were roused by the anxious guide,
and told to embark again. In this way we travelled at
night or by da" as the weather permitted, and-even,
upon one or two occasions, both night and day, 01 the
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12th of October, when we arrived at the Sault de &e
Marie, which is situated at the termination of 1-Ake
Su ust as our provisions were exhaustedè

We had thus taken eighteen days to coast the lake,
This was very slow going indeed, the usual time for
coasting the lake in a north canoe being ýfrom, eight to
ten days.

The Sault de Ste Marie is a large rapid, which carries
the waters of Lake Superlor into Lake Huron. It sepa-

1-1P rates the British from. the American possessions, and is
fortified on the American side by a large wooden fort, in
which a body, of soldiers are constantly resident. There
is also a pretty large village of Americans, which is
rapidly increasing. The British side is not fortifiedý

and, indeed, there are no houses of any kind except the
few belong*g to the Hudson's Bay Company. This

may be considered the extreme outskirts of civilisation,
being thè first place where I had seen any number of
people collected together, who are unconnected with the
:Iudson-s-Bay Company.

I was not destined, however, to enjoy the sight of
new faces long for next morning we started to coast

round the northern and uninh ted shores of Lîàke
Huron, and so down thé Ottawa to MontreaJ. Mr and

Mrs B- left me here, and proceeded by the route of
the Lakes.

During the next few days we travelled through a
number of rivers and lakes of various sizes; among the

latter were Lakes Huron and Nipisingue. In crossing.9

v',
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the latter, 1 observed a point on which, were erected ï

fourteen rough wooden crosses: such an unusual sight,
excited my curiosity, and upon inqui mig, I found that
they were planted there to mark the place where a
canoe, containing fourteen men, had been upset in a
gale, and every soul lost. The laké was élear and

smooth when we passed the melancholy spot, and mamy
rolling ear has defaced and eut down the crosses

since the unfortunate men whose sad fate they com-
memorate, perished in the storm.

While searching about-the shore one night for wood
to make a fire, one of our ùien found a large basket,

made of bark, and filled with fine bear's-grease, which
had been hid by some In this was considered
a great windfall, and ere two days we*past, the whole
of it was eaten by. the men, who buttered their flour
cakes with it profusely,

Not long after this we passed a large waterfall, where
a friend of mine was very nearly lost. A projecting
point obliges the traveller to run his canoe rather near
the head of the fall, for the purpose of landing, to make
the portage. From, long habit the guides had been

accustomed to this, and always effected the doubling of
the point in safety. Upon this occasion, however, either,

from carelessness or accident, the canoe got into the,
strong current, and almo-st in an instant was swept

down towards the faIL To turn the head of the canoe
up the stream, and paddle for their lives was the work
of a moment; but before they got it fairly round, they
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were on the very brink of the cataract, which, had they
gone over it, would 'have dashed them to, a thousand
atoms. They paddled with the strength of desperation,

but igo strong was the current, that they remaîned al.
most stationary. At last they began slowly to ascend,
an inch at a -time, and finally reached the bank in udety.

'On Sunday the 19th of October we commenced de.
scending the magnificent river Ottawa, and began to

feel,. that we were at last approaching the civilised
nations of the earth. During the day we passed several
small log-huts, or shantlies, which are 'th;a temporary

dwelEmg.7places of men who penetrate thus far into the
forest for the purpose of cutting timber. A canoe full
of those adventurous pioneers also passed, us; and in
the evening we reached, Fort Mattawan, one of the

Company's stations, At night wie encamped along with
a party who were ta4ing provisions to the wood-cutters.

The scenery on the Ottawa is beaûtiful, àÈd- -a&-w-e
descended the stream it was rendered more picturesque
and interesting by the appearance, occuionaJly, of that,
to us unusual sight, a farm.-house. They were too few
and far between, however, to permit of our taking ad.
vantage of the inhabitants' hospitality ; and for the next
four days we continued to make our encampments in
the woods as làeretofore. At one of these frontier
farms, our worthy guide discovered, to his unutterable
astonishment and delight, an old friend and fellow voy.

ageur,, to greet whom he put ashore. The meeting wu
strange: instead of sbp,-ine hands warmly, as I had. ex-

w

f

tL

tc
1

- C
W,
IL
01

ab
si,
bi
cc
ci



HUDSON y 8 AT. 263

pected, they stood for a moment gazing in utonishment,
and then* with perfect solemnity, kissed each other-not
gently on the cheek, but wîth a good, bearty smack on
theîr sunburnt lips. After conversing for a little, they
parted with another kiss.

On the fourth day after this, event, we came in sight of
the village of Aylmer, which lay calmly on the sloping
banks of the river, its church spire glittering in the sun,
and its white houses rellected in the stream.
It is difficult to express the feelings of delight with
which I gazed upon this little village, after my long
banishment from the civilised world. It waë like re.

covering from a trance of four long dreamy years; and 1
wandered about the streets, gazing in joy and admiration
upon every thing and every body, but especially upon
the ladies, who appeared quite a strange race of beings
to me, and aJI of them looked so beautiful in my eyes
(long accustomed to Indian dames), that I fell in love

with--every one individually that passed me in the village,
In this happy mood I -sauntered about, utterly obliviouis
of the fact that my men had bèèn left- in-a, --publi-c-house,
and would infallibly, if not prever.ted, get diïad---drunk.
I wu soon awakened to this. etartling probability by thé
guide, who walked up the road ' a very solemn I'm-not.
at-all-drunk sort of a manner, peering about on every
side, evidently in search of me. Having found me, be
burst into an expression of unbounded joy, andthen, re.
collecting that thîs wu inconsiitent with his assumed
character of sobriety, became awfully grave, and told me
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that we must start soon as the men were all rettine
tînotyo

The following day we arrived at Bytown.
This town is picturesquely situâted on the brow of a

stupendous cliff, which descends precipitously into the
Ottawa. Just above the town a handsome bridge stretchu
across the river, near which the Kettle Fall thunden
over a high cliff. We only staid, a few minutes here,
and then proceeded on our way,

During the day we passed the locks of the Rideau
Canal, which rise, to the number of eight or ten, one
over another like steps; and immediately below them
appeared the Curtain Falls. These Falls are not veryIry
picturesqueý but their great height, and eurtain-lâteJI
arnoothness, render them an interesting objýct. Afterî
this, villages and detached hou-ses became numerous
all the way down the river ; and late in the evening
of the 24th, we arrÎved at a station belonging to the
Hudson's Bay -Company, on the Lake of the Tw'o Moun.

tains, where we pused the remaindér of the night,
Here, for the first time since leaving home, I was

ushered. into a civilised drawing-room; îmd when I
found myself seated on a cwhioned chair, with my

moccasined feet pressing a soft carpet, and several real,
bonâ.» ladia (the wife and daughters of my enter. t

er) sitting before me, -and uking hundreds of ques.
tions about my long voyage, the strange species. of unbe.
lief in the possibility of again seeing thé civilised world,
which had beset me for the last tbjêee years, began to
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gîve wim-o, and at lut entirely vanished, when my kc*t
showed me into a handsomely furnished bed-room, and

left me for the night.
ý The firet thing that struck me on entering the bed-'

room, was the appearance of one of our voyag:eurs,
dressed in a soiled blue capote, dilapidatéd, corduroy

trousers, and moccuins; while his deeply sunburnt, face,
under a mau of long straggling stared at me in
astonishment 1 It will doubtless be supposed that I

was much horrifflat this apparition. 1 was, indeed,
much surprised; but, seeing that it waz my own image

reflected in a full-length looking-glus, I cainnot say that
I felt extremely horrified. This was the firet time that
I had seen myself - if eý I may no speak - since leaving

Norway House ; and, truly, 1 had no remon to, feel
proud of my appearance,

The following morning, at four 0 clock, we left the
Lake of the Two Mo and in the afternoon of
thé 25th October 1845, arrived at Lachine, where, for
the time, my travels came to a close-having been jour.
neying in the wilderness for sixty-six days,

The village of Lachine is prettily situated on the
banks of the St Lawrence, about nine miles above Mon.
treal. The country around it is populous and pretty,
and the view across the river beautiful. Just in front
of the Hudson's Bay -House-where I was soon instaIled

-is the Canal, up, and down which steamers
and barges are constantly passmg,, Beyond this flows
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Wf the majestic river St Lawrence, here nearly two mâ«
A broad; and on the opposite shore lien the village of

Ookanawagan, inhabited by a trîbe of Iroquois Indiam
Lmhine îteelf îs very small; its only street, howeyer, *18

well peopled, and the houses of which it in composed an
sSttered over a large space of ground. The Hudson%

Ba House in the mont imposîng building about they
place, but it does not reflect much credit on its architect.
There are three churches in the yillage :-a Presby»

.4 terian, EpimopaJian, and Roman Catholie church, the

.ISI latter being mont generally attended by the inhabitanta,
who are chie' French Canadians.

Soon after my arrival, winter net in, and I became
acquainted with a few of the inhabitants of L&chiýneè

The moment the snow fell, wheeled carriages were
superseded by carioles and sleighs of all descriptions.eî Î

These beautiful vebicles are mounted on runners, orý4 ',
larre skates, and slide very smoothly and easily over
the snow, except when the road in bad; and then, owing
to the want of springs, sleighs become very rough car.

ÏI' riages indeed. They are usuaJly drawn by one horse,
the harness and trappinp of whieh are profusely covered
with small round bells. These bells are very nece&
sary appendages, as little noise is made by the approach
of a, sleîgh over the soft snow, and they serve to warn
travellers in the dark. The cheerful ng music
thus occasioned on the Canadian roads, in very pleaing.
Sleighs vary a good deal in structure, and costUnem of
decoration; and one often meetà a rough, cheerful Cana.
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haUtmt sittîng in hiis amili box of a sledge (p&inted

80MOtimet Ped and sometimes green,) lashing away at
bla ehaggy pony, 'in a fruitlesis attempt to keep up with

the large graceful aloigh of a wealthy înhabîtant of
Montreâl, who, wrapped up in fum, driveis tandem, with

two strong horses, and louffly tinkling beus,

Reader,-I had very nearly come to the resolution of

gîVing you a long accýqunt of Canada and the Ca-nad» 0,
but I dare not venture on it. I feel that it would be
encroaching upon the ground of ci-vilised authors; and
as I do not belong to thiis clan, but profeiss to write of
savage lîfe--.and nothing but myage fife-1 hope you
will extend to me your kind forgiveneu, if I conclude
this chapter rather àbruptly.

It is a true @aying, that the cup of happinew is often
dashed from the rips that are about to taste it. I have
sometimes proved this to be the eue. The cup of hap-
pineu, on the present occuion, *as the enjoyment of
civified and social life; and the dashing of it away was
My being sent, with very short warning, to an out-of-

the-way station, whose, name, to me, was i;trange--dib.
tance uncertain, but long-appearance own, and
geographical position a most profound "mystery. ý
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CHAPTER X.

WINTER TR&VELLMG M CANADA-TAMOUSACe ETC.

ITwas on a bright winteres day in the month of January
1846, that ý was sent for by the Goverùor, and told-
to, hold myself in readiness to start early the following

morning with Mr B- for Tadousac, adding,'that pro-
bably I should spend the approaching summer at Seven
Islands. 1 ýa

Tadousac, be it known, is a station about three hun-
dred miles below Montreal, on the mouth of the river
Saguenay, and Seven Islands is two hundred mailes

below Tadousac ; so that the j ourney is not a short one.
The greater part of the road. runs through an uninha.-
bited country, and the travelUng is bad.

In preparation for this journey, then, I employed my-
self during the remainder of the day; and before night
all wu ready.

Next morning 1 found that our journey was postponed
to the following day, so I went int-o Montreal to màke a

few purchases, and passed the rest of the day m* a state
of intense thought, endeavouring to find out if any thing
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had been forgotten. Nothing, however, recurred to my
memory, and- going to, bed only half undressed, in order

to be ready at a moments notice, I soon fell into a short
disturbed slumber, from which the servant awakened

me long before daylight, by annou-neing that the sleigh
was at the door. In ten minutes I was down stairs,

where Mr B- shortly afterwards, joined me; and
dter seeing our traps safely deposited in the bottom of

the sleigh, we jumped in, and slid noiselessly over the
quiet street of Lachine.- -

The stars ihone-bïghtly as we glided over tbe crunèh.
ing sno 3w and the sleigh-bells tinkled merrily as our horse
sped over the deserted road. GÉoups of white cottages,
and solitary gigantic trees, flew past us, looking, in the
uncertain, light, like large s now-drifts; save where the
twinkling of a candle, or the first blue flames of the
morning fire, indicated that the industrious Aabitant had

risen to, his daily toil. In silence we glided on our way,
till the distant lights of Montreal awakened us from our

reveries, and we met at intervals a solitary pedestrian, or
a slel*gh-load of laughing, fur-encompassed faces, retarn-
ing from an evening party.

About seven o'clock we arrived at the botel from whiûh
the. stage was to start for Quebec,-but wlien did stage-
coach, or sleigh either, keep, to its time? No sign of'it
was to, be seen, and it required no smaR application of-
our knuckles and toes at the door to make the lazy waiter

.'turn out to let us in. No misery, save being too late,
can equal that of being too soon; at least so 1 thought.9
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while walking up and down the cofoo-room of the hôte&
upon the table of which were scattered the re 8, of
last night's supper, amid à cWuion of ncwîipapers, ud
feu-endâ of cigaris; while the isle vater made unavailta
ing ellorta to coax a amall spark of fire to, contrîbute

àwme, warmth, to one or two damp billets of wood,
About an hour after its appointed time, the isleigh

drove up to, the door, and wo bastened to take our plam. 1
The stage, howc-vcr, wu full, but the driver informed us i,
that an extra (or separate sleigh of smaller dimen»
ïons than-the stage) had been provided for us; so that
we enjoyed the 'if4ta e advaritage of having ît all to oir.
selycs. Crack went the whip, and of went the leader si
with a bound, the whocler following at a pace between a
trot and a gallop, and our Il extra " keeping close in the
rear. The lamps were still burning as we left the city, w
although the first streak-s of dawn illumined the eutern 0.
sk-y. In fifteen minutes more we liad loft Montreal far

'7y behind. w
There is somothing very agreeable in the motion of wý

a sleigh aloRg a good road. The soft muffled sound of a-
the runners gliding over the %now, harmonises well with
the tinkling bells; and the rapid motion through the at
frosty air, together with the o6cadon re

j olt of going into
a hollow, or over a hillock, is very exhilarating, and we an
enjoyed our drive very much for the first hour or so. hr

But, aJas 1 human happiness is seldom of long duration, Pi(
as we soon discovered; for, just as I was faffing into a gà
coinfortable doze, bang 1 went the sleigh into a deep eni
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cahoe," which morit effectually wakened me. Now
these same Il cahoes " arc atnong the diuAvantagS at..

tending aleigh travelling in Canada. They arc nothing
more or less than deep hollows, or undulations, in the
rwA, into whîch the sleighs, unexpectedly plunge, thereby

pitching the traveller roughly forward; and upon the
horses jorking the vohicles out of thom, throwing

backward in a way that La pretty sure to bring hie head
into closer acquaintance with the back of the sleigh than
is quite agrecable, particularly if ho be a novice in

aleigh travelling. Those which we now encountered
were certainly the worst I ever travclled over, ' * go

succession like the waves of the sea, and ng our
couveyance plunge, sometimes so roughly, that I expect-
ed it to go to pioces, Indeed, I cannot understand how
wood and iron could stand the crashes to, which we were
exposed. In this way we jolted along, sometimes over

good, sometimes over bad roads, till about nine o'clock,
when we stopped at a neat, comfortable-looking inn,
where the driver changed his horses, and the passengers
sat down to a hurried breakfast.

The mornîng turned out beautifully clear and warm,
at leaat in comparison with what it had been; and upon

r"ntering the sleigh we all looked extremely happy,
and disposed. to bc plewed with every thing and every
body. The country through which we now paased was

picturesque and varied. Hills and valleys, covered with
glittering snow and dark pines, followed each other in
endlesa succession; while in every valle , and from every
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Smountam-top, we saw hundreds of hamlets and Canadian
villages, whose little streetis and thoroughfares were

crowded with busy habitante, engaged in their variouis
occupations and winter traffic.

The laughing voices of merry little Canadian children,
romping along the roads, gccorded harmonious1y with the

lively tinkling of thoir parents' sleigh bells as they iset
out for the market with the produce of their farme, or,
dressed in their whitest blanket capote and amartest
bonnet rouge, accompanied their wives and daughters to a
marriage or a festival, The scene wu rendered etill

more pleming by the extreme clearness of the frosty
air, and the deep blue of the sky ; while the weather

was just cold. enough to malie the rapid motion of our
sleighs agreeable and necessary.

In some places the roads were extremely precipitous;
and- when we arrived at the foot of a large hill, we used
generally to get out and walk, preferring this, to being
dragged slowly up by the jaded horses.

During the day our sleighs were upset several times;
but Mr B- and 1, in the Il extra,"' sufféred more in
this way than those of the regular stage, as it was much
narrower, and, consequently, more liable to tip overo.
ITpon upsetting, it unaccountably happened that poor
Mr B- was always undermost. But he submitted to
his fate most stoically; though fýom the nature of things
my elbow invariably thrust him deep into the snow, on
which, aîtà being extricated, a splendid profile impres-

sion was left, to serve as a warning to other travellers,1
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and to, show them that a ge 10leinan. had been caa
there.

As vgWy litfle danger, however, attended these ami.
dentise they only afforded subject for mirth at the timeý
and conversation at the end of the stage,-except once,
when the aleigh turned over so rapidly that I waà thrown
with considerable force against the roof, which, being of

a of slight framework, covered with painted canvass,
offered but small opposition to, my flight - my head, con.

sequently, went quite through it, and my unfortunate
nose was divested to, rather an alarming extent of ita

cutaneous covering. With this exception, we proceeded
safely and merrily along, and about seyen o2clock in the
evening arnved at the small town of Three Rivers.

Barly next morning we resumed our journey, and
about four in the afternoon. arrived at the famous city
of Quebec, without having encountered any very inte-
resting adventures by the way.

The firet sight we had of Quebec was certainly any
thing but prepossessing. A r9cent, fire in the lower town
had completely destroyed a large portion of it ; and the

first street I passed through was nothing but a gaunt
row of blackened chimneys and f3kéleton houses, -which
had a very melancholy ghostlike appeara'ce, when con-

trasted with. the white snow. As we adyanced, however,
to where the fire had been checked, the streets a-ssumed
a more agreeable aspect,---shops were open here and
there, and workmen buély employed, in repa*r*g da-

maged houses, and p g down dangerous ones. Upon
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arriving at the steep street which leads from the lower
town to within the walls, the immense strength of the
ramparts and fortifications struck me forcibly. The road

ý'é lî u.p which we passed to the gate, was very narrow: on
one side a steep bill descended to the lower town and
on the other, towered the city walls, pîerced aJI over with
l'op-holes, and bristlin with cannon. At the head of9
the road, in an angle of the wall,-, two silent but grim-

looking guns pointed their muzzles directly down the
road, so as to command it from one end to, the other.
All the other parts of the walls that I happened to see,

were even more strongly fortified than this.
The streets of Quebec are very steep, much more so

J"e,e,, than those of Edinburgh ; and it is no small exertion to
mount one or two without stopping, to breathe at the

top. Upon the whole, it is any thing but a pretty town.
(at least in winter,)-the houses being high, and the

streets very narrow. The buildings, too, are common-
jý place, and the monument to Wolfe and Montcalm is a

very insignificant affàir. In fact, Quebec can boast of
little else than the magnificent views it commands from
the ramparts, and the imprègnable strength of its for-
tifications. Some of the suburban viBas, however, are
very beautiful and alfhough I saw them in winter, yet
1 could form some idea of the e g places they
must be in siimmer.

After spending three pleasant da s here, we got întoy
cur sleigh again, and resumed our journey.

N No stages ran below Quebec, so that we now travelled

71
4
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în the sleigh of a farmer, who happened to be going
down part of the way

Soon after leaving the city, we passed quite close to
the famous faJIs of Montmorenci: they are as high, if
not higher than those of Niagara, but I thought them
rather tame, being nothîng but a broad curtain of water

fallingm over an even cliff, and quite devoid of picturesque
scenery. A curîous cone of ice, formed by the spray,

rose nearly half-way up the faJIs.
The scenery below Quebec is much more rugged and
mountainous than that above,-and, as we advanced, the

marks of civilisation began gradually to disappear; vil-
lages became scarcer, and roads worse, till at last we
came to the shanties of the wood-cutters, with here and
there a solitary farm-house. ' Still, however, we occa.
sionally met a few sleighs, with the conductors of which
our driver seemed to be intimately acquainted. These
little interruptions broke, in a great degree, the monotony
of the journey; and we always felt happier for an hour
after having passed and exchanged wiih a Canadian a
cheerful bonjour.

Our driver happened to be a very agreeable man, and
more intelligent than most Canadians of his club; ý,more-

over, he had a good voice, and when we came to aïevel
part of the road, 1 requested him to sing me a song,

which he did at once,-sînging with a clear, S"9,
manly voice, the most beautiful French air I ever heird * ; ,

both the name and air, however, I have now forgotten.
He then asked--me to sing, which I did. without firther
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Y), g him to one of the ancient melomm Id
Ceremon treatin

Scotland and thus, with solos and duets, we benned
the tedium, of the rSA, and filled the w.&,«ith .1ody j

much to the annoyance of the unyn American feuw

thered , trib«, and to the edification of our horse, -W]hO

pricked up his, earsq and often irlanSd backwards, appe,
rently in extreme ýurprise,

Towards pverang, the driver told us that we would

à0on arrive at Baie de St Paul, and in an hour more
our weary hSu dragged 'a slowly to the top of a bMý

whence we had a splendid view of the-villagè. In an theî el
m'les Of cOuRtrY I had PaMed over, I had seen notlùng to
equal the exquisite besàuty of the Vale of Baie de St pd.-

FrOm the hill On which we stoodq the whole vaHey, of
many miles in extent, was vu*n* le. It was perfectly level,

mmi-ma of fiWe
Z and covered from end to end with th vA

hamlets, and several churches, with here and there a few
13 patéhes of forest. The course of a little rivulet,

which meanders through it in summer, was apparent,
even though covered with snow, At the mouth of
several schooners and emall vessels lay embedded in ice;

beyond which, rolled the daik, ice-laden waves of the
Gulf of St Lawrence. The whole và1ley teemed with
human life. Rundreà of Canad*ans, in theïr pwdW

sleighs, and carioles, flew over the roads inter.
Secting the country; and the faint sound of tinkling belà

floated gently up--the mountain Bide, till it reached the
elevated position on which we stood. The whole sSne
was exqmaitelv caJm and peaceful, forming a strange
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ud ùxiking contrast to the country round it. Like the
mqW Valley of ela , it wu surro by the most
wïd and rugged mountaîns, which rue in endlesa mcSo.
sion, one behind another, stretching away in the * &%%Alwâp

till they resembled, a faint blue waye on the horizon. In
thâ beautiful plue we spent the night, and the following

at. - Baie. This village was also pretty, but after Baie
de St Paul I could but little admire it.

Next night we slept in a shanty belongîng to the
timber-eutters on the coast of the Gulf, which waa truly
the mont wretched, abode, except an Indian tent, 1 ever
had the chance (or mischance) to sleep, in. It wu a
=&U log-hut, with only one room ; a low door-to
enter which we had to fitoop-and a solitary square.

window, filled wîth paréhment in lieu of glus. The
furniture was of the coarsest description, and certainly
not too abundant. Every thing waà extremely dirty,
and the close air was farther adulterated with thick
élouds of tobacco smoke, which curled from. the pipes of

half«eb-dozen wood-chop-pers. Such was the place in7
which we passed the night, and gW wu I when the
fint, blâh, of day silmmoned us to resume our tmyels.

We now entered our deigh for the laà time, and after
a short drive wTived at the termination of the home

rSbd, Here we got out, and rested a short time in a
çthanty,, preparatory to taking to our snow-shoes.

The road now lay through. the primeyal forest, ànd
fortunately it proved to be pretty well beaten, sc we
walked lightly along, with our snow-shoes under our

RUD&O $8 a 0
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arms. In the afternoon we arrived at another shanty,
having walked about eighteen miles. Here we found a

gentleman who superintended the operations of the
lumberers, or wood-cutters. He kindly offéred to drive
us to, Canard River, a place not far distant from the
termination of our journey. 1 need scarcely say we
gladly accepted his offer, and in a short time arrived at
the river Saguenay.

This river, owing to, its immense depth, never freezes
over at its mouth ; so, we crossed it in a boat, and about
tea-time, on the eveDdng of the 7th of February, we
arrived at the post of Tadousac.

This establishment belongs to the Eudson's Bay Com-
pany, and is situated at the bottom of a large and deep

bay, adjon*u*ntr the mouth of the river Saguenay.
the posts of the north, it if, merely a group of bouses,
scattered about in a hollo* of the mountains, without
any attempt at arrangement and without a stockade.

The-p-St, when viewed from one of the bills in the
neighbourhood, is rather picturesque ; it is seen em.
bedded in the mountains, and its white-topped houses
contrast prettily with the tew pines around it. [See
Frontispiece.] A little to the right, rolls the deep,
unfathomable Saguenay, at the base of precipitous rocks

and abmpt mountains, covered in some places with
stunted pines, but for the most part bald-fronted. Up
the river the view is interrupted by a large rock, nearly
round, which juts out into the stream, and is named the
,14 Bull.--' To the right- lies the Bay of St Catherine,

Ir 
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with a new settlement at its head; and above this, flows
the majestic St Lawrence; compared to which, the broad
Saguenay is but a thrèad. ' -

Tadousac Bay is one of the finest natural harbours in
the St Lawrence; being very deep quite close to, the
shore, it is much frequented by vessels and craît of
every description and dimension. Ships, schooners,
barques, brigs, and batteaux, lie calmly at anchor
within a stone's,-throw of the bushes on shore; others

are seen beating about at the mouth of the harbour,
attempting to enter; while numerous pilot boats sail up

and down, almost under the windows of the house; and
in the offing are hundreds of vessels, whose white sails

glimm on the horizon like the wings of sea-gulls, as
they beat up for anchorage, or proceed on their course
for England or Quebec. The magnificent panorama is
élosed by the -distant hills of the opposite shore, blending
with the azure sky. This, however, is the only view, the
land being a monotonous repetition, of bare granite hills
and stunted pines..*

Here, then, for a time, my travels, came to a close,
and I set about making myself as comfortable in my
new quarters as circumstances would permit.

Tadousac I found to be simila , in many respects, to
the forts. in the north. The country around was wild,

It may be well to, mention, that the above description applies to the
country only in the slimm and autumn months of the year. During
winter, the navigation of the St Lawrence is completë1y stopped by4

ice, and Tadousac then appears as represented in the frontispiece.
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ntaino us, and linin'h ited save by a few In
and wild anfinals. There wu no society, excepting
that of Mr B-"s family; the only other civilised
being, above'the rank of a labourer, being a gentleman

who superintended a. timber-cutting and log-sawing
establishment, a quarter of a mile from the Companys

Post.
My bourgeoi8 Mr B- wu a very kind man, and

an ente companion. He had left Seotland, his
native land, when very young ; -and had, ever since,
been travelling about and dwelling in the wild woods of

America. 4 deep scar on the bridge of his nose showed
that he had not passed through these savage countries
scatheless. The way in which he came by this scar wu
curious ; so I may relate it here.

At one of the solitary forts, in the wild regions on the
west side of the Rocky Mountains, where my friend Mr,

B- dwelt, the Indians were in the habit of seRing
horses-' of which they had a great mamy-to the sep,
vants of the Hudson's Bay Company. They had, how..
ever, an uncommonly disagreeable propensity to steal

these horses again, the moment a convenient opportunity,
presented itself; and to guard against the gratification
of this propensity was one of the many difficultîes that
the fur-traders had to encounter. Upon one occaàOn., a
fine horse was sold by an Indian to Mr B-%-- ; the
price (probably several yards of cloth and a few pounds
of tobacco) paid, and the In went away. Not long
after, the horse was stolen ; but as this was an event
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that often hcàv% ened, là wu soon forgotten. Winter
passed away ; spring thawed the lakes and rivera ; and
soon a party of Indiana arrived., with furs and horses to
trade. They were of the Blackfoot tribe, and a wilder
set of fellows one would hardly wish to see. Being
much in the habit of fighting with the neighbouring

tribes, they were quite prepared for battle, and deco-
rated with many of the trophies of war. Scalp-loelm

hung from the skirts of theïr leather shirts and leggins.
BagleW feathers and beaà ornamented their heads ; and
their fa-ces were painted with stripes of black and red
paint.

Affir conversing with them, a short time, they were
tted through the wicket one by one, and their. arma

taken from them, and locked up. This precaution was
rendered necessary at these posts, as the Indiana used
to buy spirits, and often quarrelled with each other ; but,
having no arms, of course they could do.themselves little
damage. When about a dozen of them had entered, the

gate was shut, and Mr B- proceeded to trade theïr
furs, and e mm"e their horses, when he beheld, to his

surprise, the horse that had been stolen from theJ
ajimmA." before; and upon asking to whom. it belonged,
the same Indian who had formerly sold it to stood

forward and said it was his. Mr B- (an exceedingly-
quiet, good-natured man, but, like many men of this
stamp, very passionate when roused) no sooner wituessed
the fellow's audacity, than he seized a gun from one of
his men, and shot the horse. The In nstanilY
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0
sprang upon him; but, being a less powerful man than

Mr B-, and withal unaccustomed to use bis fists, he
was soon overcome, and pommelled out of the fort, Not
content with this, Mr Bý followed him down to the
Indian camp, pommelling him all the way. The M'stant,
however, that the Indian found himself surrounded by

ýIbis own friends, he faced about, and with a dozen war-
riors attacked Mr B-, and threw him on the ground,

where they kicked and bruised him severely; whilst
several boys of the tribe hovered around him. with bo's
and arrows, waiting a favourable opportunity to, shoot
him. Suddenly a savage came forward with a bxge

stone in bis band, and, standing over bis fallen enemy,
raised it high in the air, and dashed it down. upon bis
face. Mr B-, when telling me the story, said that
he had just time, upon seeing the stone in the act of

fallingto commend bis spirit to God, ere he was ren-
dered insensible. The merciful God to whom he thus

looked for help at the eleventh hour, did not desert him.
Several men belonging to the fort, seeing the turn
things took, hastily armed themselves, and, hurrying out
to the rescue, arrived just at the critical moment when
the stone was dashed in bis face. Though too late to
prevent this, they were in time to prevent a repetition of
the blow; and, after a short scuffle with the Indians,
without any bloodshed, they succeeded in carrving their
master up to the fort, where he soon recovered. The

deep eut made by the stone on the bridge of bis nose,
left an indelible scar.
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Besides Mr B--., 1 had another companion, namely,
Mr J- , a clerk, who inhabited the same office with
me, and alept * the same bedroom, during the whole
winter. He wu a :fine-loolîing athletic half-breed, who

bad been partially educated, but had spent much more of
his life among Indians than among civilised men. He

used to be sent about the country. to trade with the
natives, and, consequently, led a much more active life
than I did. One part of his buiness, during the early

months of spring, wu hunting seaJs. This was an amusing,
though, wi rather a murderous kind of sport. The

manner of ît was this.
My friend J- chose afine day for his excursion;

and, embarking in a boat with six or seven men, sailed a
few miles down the St Lawrence, till he came to a low
flat point. In a small bay near this, he drew up the boat,
and then went into the woods with his party, where each
man cut a large pole or club. Arming themselves with
these, they waited until the tide receded and left the

poifit dry. In a short time one or two seaJs crawlèd
out of the sea to bask upon the shore ; soon several more
appeared ; and, ere long, a band of more than a hundred

lay sunning themselves ûpon the beach. The ambuscade
now prepared to attack the enemy. Creeping stealthily

down as near as was possible without being discovered,
they s' eously rushed upon the astonished animals;

and the tragie scene of slaughter, mingled with melo-
dramatic and comie incidents that ensued, baffles all

descrîption. In one place might be seen my friend
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swingMg a huge club round with his powerful
arme, and dealing death and destruction at every blow;
while, in another place, a poor weazened-looking Scotch.

man (who had formerly been a tailor 1 and to whom the
work was new) advanced, with cautious trepidation, to»

wards a huge sSl, which, spluttered and splashed fearfully
in its endeavours to reach the sea, and dealt à a blow on
the back. Re might as well have hit a rock. The slight
rap had only the effect of making the animal show ita
teeth, at which Ùght, the tailor retreated precipitatelyi
and, striking Ma heel against a rock, fell backwards into
a pool of water, where he rolled over and over, ùMpressed,
apparently, with the idea that he was attacked by all the
seals in the sea. His next essay, howeyer, was more

successful, and in a few minutes he killed several,,having
'learned to hit on the head instead of on the- back. In

less than a quarter of an hour they killed between
twenty and thîrty seals, which, were stowed in the boat
and conveyed to the post.

Nothing worth mentioning took place at Tadousac dur-
ing my residence there. The winter became severe and
stormy ; co g us much tolhe house, and obliffing us

to lead very humdrum sort of lives. Indeed, the only
thing that 1 can recollect as being at aJI interesting or

usmg, was my becoming, on one occasion, a disciple of
ý-Esculapius. The Indians who were living near the post
at the time had been very unhealthy; and, one aîter-

noon, an old sickly-looking fellow came to me and said
that he was not at all weR. and wanted medicine. Upon
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hearing this, I questioned very elosely regarding
the nature of his complaint; and, after much considera-
tion, came to the conclusion that he had consumption, or
something of that sort. Being ignorant of the precise

treatment necessary for this diseme, I struck out a new
line of treatment of my own ; so, going to the medicine

chest, I took out a strengthening plaster and clapped it
on his back; and then, by way of counteracting its

effects, placed a blister on his chest, and thus doctored,
sent away, with a recommendatio'n not to go about
much for a few days I In a short time he became much

better; but whether fýom. the effects of my treatment, or
other causes, I will not take upon myself to, say.

This last essay of mine must have frightened the good
people with whom I lived, and induced. them, to petition
for my being sent away:-or, perhaps, Dame Fortune
took a special pleasure in knocking me about the world ;
but, certain it is, that very shortly after the medical
transaction mentioned in the foregdieg paragraph, I
received orders again to prepare for a journey; and, as
on many a former occasion, the time given -me for pre-

paration was not long.
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CHAPTER XI.

A JOURNET ON SNOW-SIROES---SEVEN 1SLASDSý ETC.

ITwas ' on a cold bleak morning, about the beg*llln*ng of
March 1846, that I awoke from a comfortable snooze in

my bedroom at Tadousac, and recollected that in a few
hours I must take leave of my present quarters, and
travel, on snow-shoes, sixty miles down the Gulf of St
Lawrence to the post of Isle Jeren*e.'

The wind howled mournfiffly through *the leafless trees
and a few flakes of snow fell upon the window, as I
looked, out upon the cheerless prospect. Winter-cold,
biting, frosty winter-still reigned around. The shores
of Tadousac Bay were still covered with the same coat of
ice that had bound them up four months before, -and
the broad St Lawrence still flowed on, black as ink, and
laden with immense :fields and hummocks of dîrty ice,

brought down from the banks of the river above. The
land presented one uniform chilling prospect of bare
trees and deep snow, over which I was soon to traverse
many a weary mile.

There is nothing, however, like taking things philo-

9
1

e,
0:
a«tf

ai[
M,
m

WC

G,
aU



)RU DSON'S BAY. 287

oophically so, after venting my spîte at the weather in
one or two short grumbles, I sat down, in a pamable
state of equanimity, to, breakfast. During the meaI I

discussed wîth Mr B- the prospects of the impending
journey, and indulged in a few excursive remarks upon

snow-shoe travelling ; whilst he related a few incidents of
his own eventful career in the country, On one occasion
he was sent off upon a long journey over the snow, where
the country was so mýountainous that snow-shoe walking

was rendered exceedingly painful by the feet slipping
forward against the front bar of the shoe when descending
the hills. After he had accomplished a good part of his

journey, two large blisters rose under the nails of his
great toes - and so -on the nails themselves came off. SÛR

he must go on, or die in the woods; so, he was obliged to
tie the nails on his toes each mornîng before starting, for
the purpose of protecting the tender parts beneath; and
every evening he wrapped them up carefully in a piece
of rag, and put them into his waistcoat pocketbeing
afraid of lo-8ing them if he kept them on all night.

After breakfast 1 took leave of my friends at Tadousac;
and, with a pair of snow-shoes under my arm, followed

my companion J- to the boat which was to, convey
me the first twenty miles of the journey, and then land
me, with one man, who was to be my only companion.
In the boat was seated a Roman Catholîe priest, on his

way to, visit a party of Indians a short distance down the
Gulf. The shivering men shipped their oars in silence;
and we glided through the black water, while the îce
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,,.ated harshly against the boat's sides, as we rounded
Point Rouge :-another pull, and Tadousac was hl*dden
from our view.

Few things can be more comfbrtless or dlepreming
than a sail down the Gulf of St Lawrence on a gloomy
winter"s day, with the thermometer at zero 1 The water

looks so black and cold, and the sky so gray, that it
makes one shudder, and turn to look upon the land. But

there no cheering prospect meets the view. Rocks-
cold, hard, misanthropie rocks, grin from beneath volumes
of snow; and the few stunted black-looking pines that dot
the banks 4ere and there, only tend to render the scene
more desolate. No birds fly about to, enliven the tra-
veller; and the only sound that meets the ear, besides
the low sighing of the cold, cold wind, is the crashing of
immensefields of ice, as they meet and war in the eddîes

of opposing currents. Fortunately, however, there was
no ice near the shore, and we met with little interruption
on the way. The priest bore the cold like a stoie ; and

my friend J-, being made, metaphorically speaking,
of iron, treated it with the contemptuous indifference
that might be expected from&such metal.

In the ev'ening we arrived at Esquimain. river, where
we took up our quarters in a small log-hut belonging to
a ý poor seal-:fisher, whose family, and a few men who
attended a saw-mill, a short distance off, were the only
inhabitants of this little hamlet. Here we remained 0
night, and prepared our snow-shoes for the morrow, as
the boat was there to leave us and return to Tadou&v.



Thé,. zîght wm calm and frosty, and èvery thing gave
promise of fine weather for our journey. But who *S
tell what an heur will bring forth ? Before morràg,
the weather became milder, and soon ît began to thawe
À fine warm day, with a bright sun, be iýýnown, is one
of the most dreadful Jamîties that can befall a snow-

shoe traveller, as the snow then bewmffl soft and sticky,thereby drenching the feet and*snow-iahoes, which become
painfully heavy from. the quantity of snow which, sticks
to 'and falls upon them. In cold frosty weather, the
enow is dry, crisp, and fme, so that it falls through the

network of the snow-shoe without leaving a feather-,%
weight Iehind, while the feet are dry and warm; but a
thaw 1. - Oh 1 à is useless attempting to recapitulate the
miseries attending a thaw; my next dafs experience will
show what it is.

iarly on the following morning, I jumped from my
bed on the floor of the hut, and procoeded to equip
myself for the « march. The apartment in which, I had
passed the night presented a eurious appearance. It
measured about sixteen feet by twelve, and the greater
part of this space was occupied by two beds, on which
lay, in every imaginable position, the différent members
of the half-breed, family to whom. the mansion belonged.
In the centre of the room, stood. a. coarsely constructed
deal table, on which lay in confusion the rem of- the
preeeding night's supper. On the right of this, a large

gaudily painted Yankee clock graced the wall, and stared
down upon the sleeping :figures of the men. This, with
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a few rough wooden chaire, and a small cupboatd, om-

,t'Pl prîsed all the furniture of the house.
1 soon singled out my man from among the sleevÎnir

figures on the floor, and bade him, equip, hu*noelf for the
road or rather for the march, for road we had none. In

half an hour we were ready; and having fortified our.,
selves with a cup of weak tea, and a slice of bread, left t
the house and commenced our journey. As our costumes 1
were rather odd, I may as well describe them.

My man Bezeau (a French Canadian) was dremed in
blue striped cotton shirt, of very couse qualit and a k

pair of corduroys, strapped round his waist with a scarlet in
belt. Over these he wore a pair of blue cloth leggira4 bE

neatly bound with orange-coloured ribbon. A Gleng" to
e bonnet covered his head, and two pairs of sockÀ%y wi

under a pair of raw seaJ-skin shoes, protected his feet
from the cold. Ris burden consisted of my carpetmbag,

two days promsions, and a blue cloth capote, which
latter he carried over his shoulder, the weather being
warm. M dress consîsted of a scarlet el shirt,' d
a pair of étofe du pay8 trousers, which were fastened
round my waist by a leathern belt, from which depended St

Iý AIý smaR hunting-knife a foraging cap, and deer-skin
moccasins, completed my costume. My burden wu a
large green blanket, a great-coat, and a tin tea,-kettk but
Our only arms of offence or defence were the little rer

44 -lulife before mentioned, and a small axe for hoi,
felling trees, should we wish to make a fire-. We btought we
no guns, as there was little prospect of meeting any Ind

fik
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en the read - and ît behoves one, when travelling
on foot, to carry as little sa poWbl&

Thus we started from E i in River. The best
joke, however, of all wu, that neîther 1 nor my man hâd

ever travelled that way before 1 All we knew was, that
we had to walk fifty miles through an nînhabited coun-
try ; and that then we should, or at leaat ought to, reach
Iiile Jeremie. There were two solitary houses, however,
that we had to pass on the way; the one an outpost of
the Hudson's Bay Company, the other a saw-mill, be-
longing to one of the lumber companies (or timber traden)
in Quebec. In fact, the best idea of our situation may
be had from the following lines, which m4y be supposed
to have been uttered by the establishment to which we
were bound :-

Through the woods, through the woods, follow and fâd me,
Search every hollow and dingle and dell;

To the rîght, left, or fron4 you may pass, or behind me,

Unlew you are careful and look for me well.

The first part of our road lay along the shores of the
St Lawrence.

The sun shone brightly, and the drifting ice in the
Gulf glittered * its, rays as ît flowed slowly out to sea;

Wle but ere long the warm rays acted upon the snow, and
rendéred walking toilsome and fatiguing. After about an
hour's walk along the shore, we arrived at the lut hut
we were likely to, see that day. It was inhabited by an
Indian and his family. Here we rested a few minutes,
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and I renewed my snow-shoe lines, the old ones having
broken by the way,

Shortly after this we passed the wreck of what had
once been a fine ship. She lay crushed. and dismasted
among the rocks and lumps of ice which lined the deso-

late shore; ber decks and the stumps of ber masts drif-
ted over with snow. Six short months before, she had'

bounded over thé Atlantic wave in all the panoply of sail
and riggîng pertaining to a large three-master, inclosing
in ber sturdy hull full many a daring heart beating high
with sanguine hoÉes, and dreaming of fameand glory,
or perchaiace of home. But now, how great the change!
ber sails and masts uprooted, and ber helm-the sea-

manys confidence and safèguard-gone; ber bed upon
the rocks and pebbles of a dreary shore; and ber she
tered hull hung round with icicles, and wrapped in the

cold embraces of the wintry océan. Few things,
think, can have a more inexpressibly melancholy appear-

ance than a wreck upon a rocky and deserted shore in
winter.

The road now began to get extremely bad. The ice,
over which we had to, walkefor miles,, had been covered

with about six inches of water and snow. A sharp frost
during the night had covéred this with a cake of ice
sufficiently strong to bear us up until we got fairly upon
it, and were preparing to take another step, when down i
it went ; so that we had a sort of natural treadmill to
exercise ourselves upon all day, while every time we
sank, as a matter of course, our snow-shoes were covered
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ig with a mixture of water, snow, and broken ice - to extri-
cate our feet from which, almost pulled our legs out of

the sockets,
In this way we plodded slowly and painfully along, !î

till we came to a part of the shore where the ice had
;f- been entirely carried off, leaving the sandy beach un- IÎad covered for about two miles. We gladly took advantage
ail of this, and puRing off our snow-shoes, walked along ý; îj
ig among the shells and tangle of the sea-shore. At this

Yh agreeable part of our journey, while we walked lightly
along, with our snow-shoes under our arms, I fell into a

reverie upon the superior advantages of travelling in
cold weather, and the delights of walkin on sandy9
beaches in contrast with wet snow. These cogitations,

however, were suddenly interrupted by our arrival at
le the place where the ice had parted from, the general

mass; so, with a deep sigh, we resumed our snow-shoes.
My feet, from. the friction of the lines, now began to feel

in very painful; so, having walked about ten miles, I pro-
posed taking a rest. To this my man, who seemed

rather tired, gladly acceded, and we proceeded to light
afire under the stem of a fallen tree which opportunely

)St presented itself.
Here we sat down comfortably together; and while

our wet shoes and socks dried before the blazing fire,
M and our chafed toes wriggled joyously at being relieved
tO from the painful harness of the snow-shoes, we swal-

lowed a cup of congou with a degree of luxurious
enjoyment, appreciable only by those who have wà&ed

î
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themselves inta a state of great exhaustion afterla bur-
ried breakfast.

Greatly refreshed by the tea, we resumed our Journey
in better spirits, and even affected ta believe we were
taking an agreeable afternoon walk for the :first mile or
'0 We soon, however, fell ta zero again, as we gazed
wistfully upon the long line of coast, stretching away to

the horizon. But there was no help --for it sa, on we
splashed, sometimes through ice, water, and snow, and

sometimes across the shingly beach, till the day was far
spent, wh. en 1 became sa exhausted, that 1 could scarcely
drag oný foot after the other, and moved aloiag almost
mechanically. My man, too, stroiig as he was, exhibited

symptoms of fatigue; though, ta do him. justice, he was
at least seven times more heavily laden than 1.

While we jogged slowly along in this enviable condi-
tion, a lump of ice offéred so tempting a seat, that we

simultaneously proposed ta sit down. This was very
foolish. Resting without a fire is bad at alle times and

.w i the exhausted condition we were then iD, made it far
worse, as 1 soon found ta my cost. Tired as 1 was

before, 1 could have walked a good deal further but no t

ev sooner did 1 rise again to my feet, than an inexpressible
weakness avercame me, and 1 felt tbat I could go no

àf further. This my man soon perceived and proposed E
making a fire and having a cup of tea, and then, if I felt

betterwe might proceed. This 1 agreed ta so, enter-

>ý1"î_ 'IC ing the woods, we dug a hole in the snow, and in baJf an
bour bad afire blaz*g in it, that would have roasted u

% J1,
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ox In a short time a panful of snow was converted 7g
into hot tea ; and as 1 sat sipping this, and watching
the white smoke as it wreathed upwards &om the pipe

ýJM of my good-natured guide, 1 never felt rest more

3r delightful,
The tea refreshed us so much, that we resumed our

to journey, intending, if possible, to reach Port Neuf during
the night; and as we caJeulated that we had walked îï.
between fifteen and eighteen miles, we hoped to reach.
it in a few hours.
Away, then, we went, and plodded on'till dark with-

out reachin the post; nevertheless, being determined
to travel as long as we could, we pushed on till near

midnight, when, being quite done up, and seeing no sign
of the establishment, we called a couneil of war, and sat
down on a lump of ice to discuss our difficulties. 1

we suggested, that if we had not already -passed the post,
in all prébability we should do so, if we continued to ý'î-Y

-nd travel any farther in the dark. My companion admitted
that he entertained precisely the same views, on the sub-

& ject ; and, furthermore, that as we both seemed pretty

no tired, and there happened to be a nice little clump of
ble willows, intermixed with pine trees, close at hand, his

no opunon was, that ûothing better could be done than
encamping for the night. I agreed to this--and the

:elt resolution being carried unanimously, the council,ýad-
journed, and we proceeded to make our encampment.

First of all, the snow was dug away from the footan
an of a large pine with our snow-shoes, which. we used as
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spades and when a space of about ten feet long,, by
broad, was cleared, we covered it with pine branches atA,
one end, and made a roaringl fire against the tree at the
other; The snow rose all around to the height of about

four feet, so that when our fire blazed cheeril , and our
supper was spread out before it upon my green blanket,

e we looked very comfortable indeed, and what was of
much more consequence, felt so. Supper consisted of a

cup of tea, a loaf of bread, and a lump of salt butter.
After having partaken largely of these delicu,.ies, we
threw a fresh log upon the fire, and rolling ourselves in

our blankets were soon buried in repose,
Next morning, on awaking, the first thing I became

aware of was the fact, . that it was raining, and heavily
too, in the shape of a Scotch mist. I could scarcely

believe it, and rubbed my eyes to make sure, but there
was no mistake about it at all. The sky was gray,

cold, and dismal, and the blanket quite wet
thought 1, as I fell back in a sort of mute despair, this
is certainly precious weather for snow-shoe travelling

1 nudged my sleeping companion, and the look of
melancholy resignation which he put on, as he became

graduall aware of the state of matters, convinced me,
that bad as yesterday had been, to-day would be far

worse.
When I got upon my legs, I found that ever t*y JOM M

my body was stiffer than the rustiest hinge ever heard
of in the annals of doors 1 and my feet as tender as a e

-chicken-s, with huge blisters all over them. Bezeau,

1-ý1 î 1
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howevér.', though a little stif, was otherwise quite well,
being well inured to, hardships of every description.
lt is needless to recount the miseries of the five miles!

walk that we had to make before arriving at Port Neuf,
over ground that was literally next to impassable. About

nine o'clock we reached the house, quite exhausted, and
remained there for the rest of the day. Here, for three
days, we were hospitably entertained by the Canadi

family inhabiting the place; during this time it rained
and thawed so heavily, that we could not venture to,
resume our journey.

On the 16th, the weather became colder, and Bezeau
announced his op*ùon that we might venture to proceed,
Glad to be once more on the move-for fears of being
arrested a1together, b the setting in of spring, had
begun to beset me-I once more put on my snow-shoes;
,and, bidding adieu to the hospitable inmates of Port
Neuf, we again wended our weary way along the coast.
Alas ! our misfortunes had not yet ceased. The snow

was much softer than we anticipated, and the-blisters on
my feet, which had nearly healed during the time we

staid at Port Neuf, were now torn open afresh. After a
painful and laborious walk of eight or nine miles we

arrived at a small house, where a few enterprising men
lived, who had penetrated thus far down the Gulf to erect
a saw-mill.

Here we found, to our infinite joy, a small, fiat-bottom-
ed boat, capable of carrying two or three men; so, withý-
out delay, we launched it, and putting our snow-shoes



-ý1 Î

Zu TIUDSON'S BAY.
13-

and provisionts into it, my man and 1 jumped in, and
piilled away down the Gtilf, intending to finish the twenty

miles tliat still remained of our journey by water. We
were obliged to pull a long way out to isea-, to avoid the
ice which lined the shores, and our course lay a good

deal among driffing niasses,
IlIalf-an-hour after we embarked, a snow-storm came

on, but still we pulled along, preferring any thing to
resuming the snow-shoes.

After a few hours' rowing, -we rested on our oars, and
refreshed ourselves with a slice of bread and a glass ofjý

rum, which latter, having forgotten to bring water with
us, we were "obliged to drink pure. We certainly cut a

strange figure, while thus lunching in our little boat,

wZ

surrounded by ice, and looking hazy through the thickly
fallinc snow, which prevented us from Seeing very far

14
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ahead, and inade the, inotintainm on shore look quite -1 îli
spectral.

For about five miles we puiled along in a mtraight
fine, after which the ice trentled outwards, and finally
brought us to a stand-still, hy running straight ont to

sea. This was an *Interruption wo were not at al] pro-
pared for, and wo folt ratlier undocided how to procoed.
After a little confabulation, we detormined to pull outo

and sce if the ice did not a ain turn in the proper dirce-9
tion; but after pulling straight out for a quarter of a
mile, wo perceived, or imagined we porecive(l, to, our
horror, that the ice, instead of being stationar , as wey &Ï-
supposed it to be, was floating slowly out to, sea with the
wind, and carrying us along with it. No time was to bc
lost; so, wheelîng abotit, we rowed with all our strength
for the shore; 'and after a pretty stiff pull gained the
sofid ice. Ilere we hauled the flat up out of the water

with great difficulty, and onée more put on our snow-
shoes.

Our road still lay along shore, and, as the wcather
was, getting colder, we proceeded along much more

casily than heretofore. In au hour or tw' the snow eý
ceased to fall, and'showed us that the ice was not drift-
ing, but that it ran so far out to sea, that it would,
have proved a bar to our further progress by water at
any rate.

The last ten miles of our journey now lay before us;
and we sat down, before starting, to have another bite of

bread and a pull at the rum bottle - after which, we
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trii(Igtý(1 along iii xiletive. Tlie I)vmiliar etmpremKiou of
Illy guido'm lîl)m, aild t1w length of litel) t1lat 110 now
adopted, Mllowed Ille t1lat 11(i Iiivi iiiii(le up Itis mind tu

get fliroligli ('11v lagt part of the journey witholit 8tople
pitig t4o, tiglitviiing my belt, and I)cii(litig i y hoad

formtrd, 1 jýloqIded on, Soliteing iriys(ilf as wo advaneüd,
by litititillitig Il Follow, follow, over 1110tintaîn-follow.

follow, Over ewa 1 éb &v.
AI)out fouil, M', f1ve in the afternoon, UPOII

routitting a point. ýv(-% wvre a little exclited I)y percoiving
(Ividotit t4ens of the axe liaving been at wol k in the
foi, a little fürflier on discovered, to our inox.
preggiNe jov. a sui-all j)ýitee of groutid iiie.tome(l w4 a gar-

riiis iv(i %,.,, to supposo that aie post couid not be
far off, so we puslied fomyard rapidly and tipon gaining
tho siiiiiiiiit of tt sitiýýill enihience, belield, witli delight,
the, po,,4t of hsle Jereinie.

This e-;tabliýAunenC like iiiost of the others on, the St4,
Lawrence, is nierely ti collection of scattered buildings,
inost of whieh are 14torchouses, ztnd stables. It stands
in à hollow of tlie inounfixins,& and close to a large bay,

%ts and a sloop lay q etly at
w1wre ,sundry 8inall I)m ui

anchor. Upon a little hillock close to the principal
liouse, a Roiuan Citholic îchapel and behind, it,

-etel s ziway the broad S t Lawrence, the o itl shore of
which is ' n d i: y seen on the, horizon. We had not

much, *ncliti,. àtion, liowever, t admire the scenery just
tlien so, ha--ý%tenin down the hill, my man rushed into9

the men"s, house, wliere in five minutes lie wu bu
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êngaged cating bread and pork, and recontiting his
adventures to a cirelo of adinirîtig friends; wiilo

wartnod mysolf bemidc 'a cortifortable firo in tho, hall,
and chattod with the g(,4,ntltiiiiiin in cliarg() of the esta.

At Isle .1(.ýreinîc 1 about six wookê§; or'
rather, 1 mlit)tild wýy, belonged to t1w establishment fur
that tittie ; as, during a gireat part of it, 1 was absent
frum the post. Mr C-, soott after uiy arrivid, went

to, vimit the Coi-ripany's posts lower down. tbe bit Law.
re,11ce, leavirig nie in clutrgo of [sie Jereinje; and as 1
had fittle or nothîng to do in the way of business (our

Indians not having arrived. froin the interior), most of
niy tîme was mpent in reading and shooting.

It was hure 1 took my -first' lessous in navigatîon-1
J!mean in a practical way; as for the meientifie part of the

business, that was deferred to a more favourable oppor.
tunity,-and, truly, the lessons, were rather rough. The
way of it was this :-Our flour at Isle Joremie had run

out. Indians were arriving overy day calling loudly for
flour, and more wore expected ; so Mr C- told me,

one fine morning, to got ready to go to, Tadousac in the
boat, for a load of flour. This 1 prepared to do at once,
and started after breakfast in a large boat, manned by
two mon. The wind was fair, and 1 fired a couple of

shots with my fowling-piece, as we cleared the harbour,
in answer to an equal number of salutes from two iron
cannons tha-t stood irf front of the house. By-the-byý
one of those zuns liad a molancholy interest attached
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to it a few months dter this. while firing à salut$ cd
fourtoon rounds, in honour of the arrival of à Roman

,X4

C4tholio bishop, one of thom exploded while the man
o acted »à gunner waA employed in ramming homewh

the cartridge, and blow him, about twenty yards downtî, 10
the bank. The unfortunate man expirod in a fow hours. C

Poor fellow 1-he wu à fine'little Canadian, and had û
sailed with me, not many wecks beforo, in a voyage up W
the St lAwrence. But to, return. Our voyage, during WM

dýthe first fow days, was prostperout% enough, and 1 amulled

y -If in shooting the gulls which wore foolish enough
to come within range of my gun, and in recognising the
various places along shore where 1 had rcisted and slept, thi
on the memorsable occAtsion of my snow-shoe trip. si

ýProve friendly for an dcBut when did the St Lawrence
cntire voyage Certainly not when 1 had the pleasure lit,

>ý Zî of ploughing its rascally waters 1 The remainder of ours ou
Yoyage was a sucemion of squalls, calms, contrary winds,
sticking on shoals, for hours, and being detained on shore, thi
with an accompaniment of pitching, tossing, oscillation wa

-loweyer,and botheration, that bales all description I ne
time brings the greatest miseries to, an end; and, in the thr
process of time, we arrived at Tadousac,-loaded our
boat deeply with flour,---shook hands with our friends,«jMý
related our adventures,-bade thom adieu,--and again do

found ourselves scudding down the St Lawrence, with a
snormg breeze on our quartcr.

Now this was truly a most delectable state of things, fimi
when contrasted with our wretched trip up so we

'Zi

Alý-à
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wrapped our blankotA round us, (for it wu very cold,)
and folkitated oursolyon coniderably on such good fora
tune, It wu rather preniature, howeyer; ow, not 1=9
dter, we had a very narroir ce - o from boing swamped.
The wind, m 1 maîd before, was pýetty strong, and it
continued no the whole way ; so that on the ovening of
the second day wo eme within sîght of Igle Joremie,
while running before a otif breeze, through the green

wayen, which wore covored with foam. Our boat hâd a
droopîng nome, and was extremoly partial to what tho

mon termed Il drinking in other words, it shipped a
good deal of water over the bows. Now it 1isppénedý
that while wu were atraining our eyes ahoad, to catch a
sight of our hayon, an insidious squall wa4 creeping fast

down behind us. The firet intimation we had of its pre-
sence was a loud and ominous hiss, which -made us turn
our hoads round rather smart1y; but it was too late,
-for with a howl, that appeared to, be quite vicious,
the wind burst upon our mis, and buried the boat in the
water, which rushed in a cataract over the bows, and
neiw1y filled uis in a moment, although the steersman
threw her into the wind immediately. The sheets were
instantly let go, and one of the men who happened to be
a sailor jumped up, and, seizing an axe, began to eut

down *the main»mast, at the same time exclaiming to the
stecroman- Youlve done for us now, Cooper 1 1-le was
mistaken, however, for the sails were taken 'in just in

tîme to save us; and, while the boat lay tumbling in the
seae we all began to baJe, with any thing we could lay
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hands on, as fast as we could. In a few minutefi the book hi
wu lightened enough to allow of our hoisting the foxe-.ý it
sail; and about half-an-whour afterwards we were Wely
anchored in the harbour, tl

This happened within about three or four hun&ed
vards of the shore yet the best swimmer in the world, a
would have been drowned ere he reached it, as the water tr:*

was so, bitterly cold, that when I was baling for my rife, a
and, consequently, in pretty violent exercise, my hands

became quite benumbed and almost powerless. tir
Shortly after this, I was again sent up to Tadousac, in reifî

charge of a smali batteau, of about ten or fifteen tons,
with a number of shipwrecked seamen on board. These

unfôrtunate men had been cast on shore about the com- na
mencement of winter, on an uninhabited part of the coàst, erjà

and had remained without provisions or fire for -a long riv
time, till they were discovered by a gentleman' of the de%

Hudson's Bay Company, and conveyed over the snow in kn,
sleighs, to the nearest establishment, which happened to sh(

be Isle Jeremie. Here they remained all winter, in a let
most dreadfuUy mutilatecl condition, some of them h six

been desperately frozeii. One of the oor fellows, a
n -rro, had one of his feet frozen off at the e, and
had lost all the toes and the heel of the other, wheýe anc
the bone was laid bare for about an inch and a half. Mr ous
C- 9 the gentleman who had saved them, did all in his wol
power toi relieve their distress; amputating their frozen tak
ïimbs, and dressing their wounds, while- they were pro- a v
vided with food and warm clothïng. 1 am sorry to Say, aga
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how«ver, that these men, who, would have perished had
it not been for Mr C-'& care of them, were the firet,

upon arriving at Quebec the following spring, to open
their mouths in violent reproach and bitter invective
against him; forgetting that, while their only charge

against him was a little severity in refuéng them a few
triffing and unnecessary luxuries, he had saved them from

a pai and lingering death,
In a couple of days we arrived at Tadousac, the second

time, to the nosmall astonishment of my brother scribbler
residing there ; and after reloading our craît, we directed
our course once more down the Gulf.

This time the wind was also favourable, but, unfortu-
nately, a little too strong; so we were obliged, in the
evenîng, to, come to an anchor in Esquimain River. This
river has good anchorage close to the bank, but is very
deep in the lead, or current ; this, however, we did not
know àt the time ; and seeing a smaR schooner close to
shore, we rounded to, a few fathoms outside of her, and
let go our anchor. Whirr 1 went the chain-ten ! twelve !
sixteen 1 till at lut forty fathoms ran out, and only a
little bit remained on board, and still we had no'bottom.
After attachînglour spare cable to the other one, the
anchor at lut grounded. This, boweyer, was a danger-
ou situation to, re in, as, if the vind blew strong, we
would have to run out to sea, and so much cable would
take a long time to get in -so 1 ordered my two men, in
a very pompous, -despotie way, to heave up the anchor
again; but not a bit would it budge. We all, heaved at
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the windlass, still the obstinate anchor held fast,--ý-aitaiù
we ga-ve another heave, and smashed both the hand-
spikes.

In this dilemma, I begged assistance from the neigh-
bouring schooner, and they kindly sent all their men on

K board with, new handspikes; but our refraciory anchorW",> Ï would not let go, and at last it was conjectured that it
;3ýj; had ot foul of a rock, and that it was, not in the power9

1 41

of mortal man to, move it. Under these pleasant circum.
stances' we went to, bed, in hopes that the falfing tide1Z,
might swing us clear before morning. This turned out

_fî IJ just as wb expected-or, rather, a little better-for next
morning, when I went on deck, I found that we were
drifting quietly down the Gulf, stern foremost, aR the sails
snugly tied up, and the long cable draggMig at the bows!

Towards evening we arrived at Jeremie, and I gýadly
resigned command of thevessel to myfirst lieutenant,

One afternoon, near the middle of April, I sat sunning
myself in the'verandah, before the door of the principal

house at Isle Jeremie; and watched the fields of ice, as
A""." Jr they floated- down the Gulf of St Lawrence, occasionally

disappearing behind the body of a large pig, which stood
on a hillock close in front of me, and tlien reappearingUP

again as the curreût swept them-slowly past the inter-
vening obstacle..
Mr C-, with whom I had been leading a very quiet,

4
harmless sort of life for a-couple of weeks past, leant

against a wooden post, gazing wistfully out to, sea. Sud-
denly he turned towards me, and with creat gravity told
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me that as there wu nothing particular for me to do at
the establishment, he meant to send me down to Seven
Islands, to relieve the gentleman. -at that post of hîs
charge: adding, that as he wished me to set off the fol-
lowing morning at an early hour, 1 had better pack up a

!FERfew things to-night.
it Now, this order may not seem, at the first glance, a

very dreadful, one; but taking into consideration that
Seven Islands is one hundred and twenty miles below

.e the post at which I then resided, it does appear as if one
it would wish to think about it a little before starting. Not
t having time to think about it, however, 1 merely, in a
e sort of bantering desperation, signified my readiness to
ls undertake a voyage to any part of the undisèovered

world, at any moment he (Mr C-) might think pro-
Y per, and then vanished, to prepare myself for the voyage.

It was optional with me whether 1 should walk through
one hundred and twenty miles of primeval and most
impassable forest, or paddle over an equal number of

's miles of water. Preferring the latter, as being at once
the less disagreeable and more expeditious method, 1
accordingly, on the following morning, embarked in a

9 smaU Indian cano- e, similar to the one in which 1 had
formerly travelled with two Indians, in the North-West.

My companions were, a Canadian, who acted as siteers-
man,-«% genuine Patlander, who ostensibly acted as

.t bowsman, but in reality was more useful in the wa of
ballast,-and a youncy Newfoundland dog, which 1 had

got as a present from Mr B-, while at Tadousac.
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When, we were all in our «'I'otted Places, the çanoe
was quite full; and we started from Isle Jeremie in good

spirits, with the broad, sun-like face of Mike Lynch
looming over the bows of the canoe, and the black muzzle
of Humbug (the dog) resting on its gunwale.

It is needless to describe the voyage minutely. WeM
1 had the usual amount of bad and good weather, and ran

the risk several times of upsetting; we had also, several
breakfasts, dinners, suppers, and beds in the forest; and
on the afternoon of the third day we arrived at Goodbout,
an establishment neaorly half-way between the post 1 had

left, and the one to, whieh I was bound. Here we staïd
ail night, proposing to, stairt, again on the morrow. But
the weather was so, stormy as to prevent us for a couple
of days trusting ourselves out in a frail bark canoe.

Early on the third mornin , however, I took my place9
as steersman, in the stern of our craît (my former guideÏý1

being obliged to, leave me here), and my man e
squeezed his unwieldly person into the bow. In the mid-
dle lay our provisions and baggage, over which. îhe black
muzzle of Humbug peered ainxiously out upon the ocean.

In this trim, we paddled from the beach, amid a shower
of advice to keep close to shore, in case the big-fish-
alias, the whales - might take a fancy to upset us.

After a long paddle of five or six hours we amived at
Pointe des Monts, where rough weather obliged us to
put ashore. Here 1 remained all night, and slept in the

light-house,-a cylindrical building of moderate height,
which stands on a rock off Pointe (les Monts, and serves
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to warn sailors off the numerous shoals with which this
part of the Gulf is filled. In the morning we fortunately
found an Indian with his, boat, who was just starting for
Seven Islands -, and after a little higgling, at which, Mike
proved himself quite an adept, he agreed to, give us a
lift for a few pounds of tobacco. Away, then, we went,
with

A wet sheet and a flowing sea,
And a wind that follow'd fast

ploughing through the water in beautiful style.
The înterior of our boat presented a truly ludicrous,

and rather filthy scene. The Indian, who wu a fine-
looking man of about thirt , had brought his whole 1

y sons, daughters, brothers, sisters, wife, and
mother,-and a more heterogeneous mass of dirty, dark-

inned humanity, I never before had the ill-luck to
travel with. The mother of the flock was the most le

extraordinary being that 1 ever beheld. She must have
been very near a hundred years old, as black and -i

wrinkled as a singed hide, yet active and playful as a
kitten. She was a very bad sailor, however, and dived
down into the bottom. of the boat the moment a Puff of R
wînd arose. Indians have a most extýaordinarv knack
of diminishing their bulk, which. is very convenient some-

times. Upon this occasion it was amusing to watch them
settling gradually down, upon the slightest appearance of p

wind, until you might almost believe they had squeezed
themselves quite through the bottom of the boat, and

left only a few dirty blainkets, to, tell the tale. Truly,
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one rarely meets with such a compact mass of human
ballast. If, however, a slight lull occurred, or the sun a
peeped out from. behind a cloud, there was immediately
a perceptible increase in the bulk of the mass, and gra. r
diially a few heads appeared, then a leg, and soon a few

arms; till at last the whole batch were up, laughing, w
talking, singing, eating, and chattering, in a most up.

Q11,
roarious state of confusion 1 si,

After the usual amount of storms, calms, and contrary p:ýJ W,
winds, we arrived in safety at the post of Seven Islands, b:

where 1 threw my worthy friend Mr A- înto, a state
of considàrable surprise and agitation, by informing him
t1uit in the individual before him he beheld his august
sticcessor w

The establishment of Seven Islands is any thing but rî-
an inviting place, although pretty enough on a fine day qi
and the gencral appearance of the surrounding scenery gr
is lonely, wild, and desolate. The houses are built on a di
low sandy beach, at the bottom of the large bay of Seven cc
Islands. The trees around are thinly scattered and very V(
small. In the background, rugged hills stretch as far w

as the eye can see and in front, seven lofty islands, Sc
from which the bay and post derive their name, obstruet bi

the view, affording only a partial glimpse of the open PE

sea beyond. No human habitations exist within seventy ai
miles of the place. Being out of the Éne of sailing, no th

ý, rý1 vessels ever visit it, exeept when driven to the bay for as
shelter ; and the bay is so, large, that many vessels come Ur

î, in and go out again without ever having been seen.

'14
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Altogether, I found it a lonely and desolate place, during
a residence of nearly four months.

An extensive salmon fîshery is carried on at a large
river called the Moisie, about eighteen miles below the
post, where the Company sometimes catch and salt ùp-
wards of eighty and ninety tierces of fish.

During my sojournthere, 1 made one or two excur-
sions to the fishery, a description of which may perhaps
prove interesting to those versed in the more practical
branches of ichthyology,

It was a lovely morning in June when Mr A- and
1 set out from. Seven Islands on foot, with our coats (for
the weather was warm) slung across our backs, and

walked rapidly along the beach in the direction of the
river Moisie. The weather was very calm, and the mos-

rquitoes, consequently, rather annoying; but, as our pro-
gressive motion disconcerted their operations a little, we

did not mind them much. The beach all the way was
composed of fine hard sand, so thatwe found the walk

very agreeable. A few loons dived about in the sea, and
we passed two or three flocks of black ducks, known in

some parts of the country by the name of ol d wives
but, having brought no gun with us, the old ladies were
permitted to proceed on their way unmolested. The land
all along presented the same uniform line of forest, with
the yeUow sand of the beach gUttering at its edge; and,
as we cleared the islands, the boundless ocean opened
upon our view.

In about four hours or so, we arrived at the mouth of



312 HUDSONS BAT.

the Moisie, where the first fishery is established. Here
we found that our men had caught and salted a irood
many sa mon, soine o w ic ad just come rom the

nets, and lay on the grass, plump and glittering, in their
pristine freshness. They looked very tempting, and we

had one put in the kettle immediately, which, when weJ'I
set to work at him a couple of hours afterwards, certainly
did not belie his looks. The salmon bad only commenced
to ascend the river that day, and were being taken by
fifties at a haul in the nets. The fishery was attended

,zoom&. by three men, who kept seven or eight nets constantly
in the water, which. gave them enough of employment-
two of them attending to the nets, while the third split,
salted, and packed the fish in large vats, Here we spent
the night, and slept in a small bouse about ten feet long
by eight broad, built for the accommodation of the

fishermen.
Next morning we embarked in a boat belonging to a

trapper, and went up the river with a fair wind, to visit
the fisheries higher up. On the way we passed a seal-
net belonging to the owner of the boat, and at our

request he visited it, and eound seven or eight fine seals
in it : they were all dead, and full of water. Seal-nets
are made the same as salmon-nets, except that the mesh
is larger, the seal having a pretty good-sized cranium of

IR his own. After a good deal of unravelling and pulling,
we got them all out of the net, and proceeded onward

with our cargo.
The scenerv on the river Moisie is pleasing: the banks
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are moderately high, and covered to the foot, with the J
richest and most variegated verdure; while here and

there, upon rounding some of the curvatures of the
stream, long vîstas of the rîver may be seen, embedded
in luxuriant foliage. Thirteen or fourteen miles up the
river is the Frog Creek fishery, at which we arrived late
in the afternoon, and found that the man superintending

it bad taken a good many:âsh, and expected more. He
visited his nets while we were there, but returned with
only a few salmon. Some of them were badly eut up
by the seals, which are the most formidable enemies of

fishermen, as they eat and destroy many salmon, besides
breaking the nets. We were detained here by rain all

night, and slept in the small fishing-house.
Travelling makes people acquainted with strange beds

a,% well as strange bed-fellows; but 1 question if many
people can bout of having slept on a bed of nem. This
we were obliged to, do here, having brought no blankets
with us, as we expected to have returned to the Point

fishery in the evening. The bedstead was a long low
platfor-m, in one end of the little cabin, and wu big

enough to let four people sleep in it-two of us lying
abreast at one end, and two more at the other end, feet
to feet. A large salmon-net formed a pretty good mat-
tram ; another, spread out on top of us, served as a

blanket and a couple of trout-nets were excellent as
pillows. From this pi-8catorial couch we arose early on
the following mornine,, and breakfasted on a splendid
fresh salmon after which we resumed our ourney. In

HUDSON'S BAY.
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a couple of hours we arrived at the Rapid fishery, where
1 found that my old friend Mike, the Irishman, had
caught a great number of salmon. He was very bitter,

however, in his remarks upon the seals, which it seems
had made great havoc among his nets during ýthe last

two days. A black bear, too, was in the habit of
visiting his station every morning ; and, sitting on a
rock not far of, watched his motions with great appa.

rent interest while he took the fish out of the nets@
Mke, poor man, regretted very much that he had no

gun, as he might perhaps shoot the baste." Bears
are very destructive at times to the salted salmon,
paying visits during the night to the vats, and carrying
off and tearing to pieces far more than they are capable
of devouring.

While inspecting the nets here, we witnessed an inte
resting seal-hunt. Two Indians, in separate canoes, were
floating quietly in a small eddy, with their guns cocked,

ready to fire at the first unfortunate seal that should
show his head on the surface of the stream. They had
not waited long when one popped up his head, and
Mstantly got a shot, which#evidently hurt him, as he
splashed a little, and then dived. In a Minu e the
Indian reload-J Ms gun, and paddled out into the
stream, in order to have another shot the moment the
seal rose for air ; this he did in a short time, when
another shot was fired, which turned him over appa-
rently lifeless. The Indian then laid down his mm, and

0
seizme his paddle, made towards the spot where the
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seal lay. He had. scarcely approached a few yards,
howeyer, when it recovered a little, and dived, much to
the Indian's chagrin, who had approached too near the
head of a small rapid, and went down, stern foremost,
ust at the moment his friend the seal did. the same.

On arriving at the bottom, the animal, after one or two
kicks, expired, and the Indian at last secured his prize.

After this, we embarked again in our boat ; and the
wind for once determined to be accommodating, as it
shifted in our favour, almost at the same time that we
turned to retrace our way. In a few hours we arrived
at the fishery near the mouth of the river, where we
found supper just ready.

After supper, whieh we had about eight o'clock, the
night looked so fine, and the mosquitoes in the little

smoky house were so troublesome, that we determined
to walk. up to the post; so, ordering one of the men to
follow us, away we went along the beach. The night
was fine, though dark, and we trudged rapidly along.

It was very tiresome work, however, as, the tide being
fuR, we were obliged to walk upon the soft sand, Every
thing along the beach looked huge and mystical in the

uncertain. light; and this, accompanied with the solemn
boom of the waveg, as the fell at long intervals upon
the shore, made the scene quite romantic. After five
hours' sharp walking, with pocket handkerchiefs tied
round our heads to guard us from the attacks of mos-
quitoes, we arrived at Seven Islands between one and
two in the morning.
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Not long after this, a boat arrived with orders for my
companion Mr A- to pack up his worldly goods,

î and set sail for Tadousac. The same day he com-
pletely gutted my dwelling-house; and, after packing

up nearly every moveable it contained, bade me adieu
and set sail. In a few minutes the boat vanished behind
a point of land, and 1 turned to look at my now deserted
home.

The situation in whieh 1 found myself was a novel,
and., to say truth, not a very agreeable one. A short

.Ïe way of stood a man watching contemplatively the point
round which the boat had just disappeared ; and this
man was my only companion in the world 1-my Friday,
in fact. Not another human being lived within sixty
miles of our solitary habitation, with the exception of
the four men at the distant fishery. In front of us, the
mighty Gulf of St Lawrence stretched out to the hori-
zon, its swelling bosom unbroken save by the dipping of
a sea-gull or the fin of a whale. Behind, lay the dense
forest, stretching back, without a break in its primeval
wildness, across the whole continent of America to the

Paci:fic Ocean; while abové and below lay the rugged
mountains that form. the shores of the Gulf. As I walked

up to the house, and wandered like a ghost through its
empty rooms, 1 felt inexpressibly melancholy, and began

to, have unpleasant anticipations of spending the winter
on this lonely spot.

Just as this thought occurred to me, my dog Humbug a
bounded into the room, and, looking with a comical
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expression up in my face for a moment, went bounding
off again. This incident induced me to take a more
philosophical view of affàirs. I began to gaze round

upon my domain, and whisper to myself tbat I waw
,14 monarch of aU 1 surveyed.--' AU the mighty trees
-in the wood were mine-if I chose to cut them down
all the fish in the sea were mine-if I could only catch

them; and the palace of Seven Islands was also mine.
The regal feeling inspired by the consideration of these
things induced me to call in a very kingly tone of voice
for my man (he was a French C who politely

answered, Il Oui, Monsieur." Dînner 1 said I,
back in my throne, and contemplating, through the
palace window, our vast doml*n*ons!

On the following day a small party of Indians arrived,
and the bustle of trading their furs, and asking questions
about their expectations of a good winter hunt, tended
to disperse those unpleasant feelings of loneliness that at

fint assailed me.
One of these poor Indians had died while travelling,

and his relatives brought the body to bè interred in our
little burying-ground. The poor creatures came in a
very. melancholy mood to ask me for a few planks to
make a coffin for 'him. They soon constructed a'rough
wooden box, in which the corpse was placed and then
buried. No ceremony attended the interment of this

poor savage; no prayer was uttered over' the grave;
and the only mark that the survivors left upon the place
was a small wooden cross, which those Indians who have
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been visited by Roman Catholic priests are in the b&W
of erecting over their departed relative&

The almost total absence of religion of any kind among
these unhappy natives, is truly melancholy. The very

name of our blessed Saviour is almost unknown by the
hundreds of Indians who inhabit the vast forests of

North America. It is strange that, while so many mis-
Mi, sionaries have been sent to the southern parts of the

earth, so few should have been sent to the northward.
There are not, I believe, more than a dozen or so of
Protestant clergymen over the whole wide northern con-

tinent 4,ndalas! many even of that small number are
slothful, inefficient men, and one or two are absolutely

unworthy of their high and re'ponsible situation,
For at least a century these North American Indians e

4, have hunted for the'white men, and poured annually
into Britain a copious stream of wealth. Surely it is
the duty of Christian Britain, in return, tor send out r,

faithfu k>servants of God to preach the gospel of our Lord rd
throughout their land. ti

j The Indians, after spending a couple of days at the a.
establishment-during wMch time they sold me a great ti

many furs-set out again to return to their distant wig-
wams. It is strange to contemplate the prec*s*on and ti

certainty with which these men travel, towards any part ai
of the vast wilderness, even where their route lies across T'
numerous intricate and serpentine rivers. But the

strangest thing of all is, the savage's certainty of fmd- su
ing his way in winter through the trackless forest, to lar

1,4
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a place where, perhaps, he never was before, and hm
only had a shght description of. They have no com.

Pa'e4ses, but the means by which they discovei the car-
dinal points is curious. If an Indian happens to become
confused with regard to thîs, he lays down his burden,
and, taking hîs axe, cuts through the bark of a tree,
from, the thîckness or thinness of which he can tell the
north point at once, the bark being thicker on that side.

For a couple of weeks after this, 1 remained at the
post with my solitary man, endeavouring by all the
Ineans in my powerto dispel ennui; but it was a hard

task. Sometimes 1 shouldered my gun and ranged
about the forest'in search of game, and occasionally took
a swim in the sea. 1 was ignorant at the time, how-
ever, that there were sharks in the Gulf of St Lawrence,
else I should have been more cautious. The Indians
afterwards told me that they were often seen, ând seve-
ral gentlemen who had lived long on the coast corrobo..
rated their testimony' Several times 4eans have left
the shores of the Gulf in their canoes, to go hunting,
and have never been heard of again, although the wea-
ther at the timê was calm ; so, that it was generally

believed that sharks had upset the canoes and devoured
the men. An occurrence that afterwards happened to
an Indiau renders this supposition highly probable.
This man had been travelling along the shores of the
Gulf with his family, a wife and several cl@dren, 'in a
small canoe. Towards eveming as he was. crossing a
large bay, a shark rose near his canoe, and, after recon'-
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ing a short time, swam towards it, and endea-oured
-lA'ne S' to upset it. The size of the canoe, however, rendered me

this impossible; so the ferocious monster actually began Of
to break it to pieces, by rushing forcibly against. it. no-.
The Indian fired at the shark when he first saw it, but ge,

without effect; and, not having time to reload, he seized on
his paddle and made for the shore. The canoe, 'how- war
ever, from the repeated attacks of the fi5h, soon became ne(
leaky, and it was evident thàt in a few minutes more fine
the whole party would be at the mercy of the infuriated and
Monster. In this extremity the Indian took up his lipj

youngât child, an infant of a few months old, and jnjý
dropped it overboard; and while the sharý was devour- the
ing it, the rest of the party gained the shore. ce

I sat one morning ruminating on the pleasures of soli. tion,
tude in the palace of Seven Islands, and gazed through
the window at my solitary man, who was just leaving an
old boat hë had been rep g, for the purpose of pre

paring ýdihner. The wide ocean, which rolled its wave%
almost to the door of the house, 'W'as calm and unruffLed, a fe-,
and the yellow beach shone again in the sun's rays, for

while Humbug lay stretched out at full length before cc
the door. After contemplating this scene for some time, PÊ' 1 rose, and was just turnin away from. the windo arew
when 1 descried a man,ýaccompanied by a boy, walkî»g àen

Peel along the sea-shore towards the house. This unusual
W, sight created in me almost as strong, though not so un- and

pleasant a sensation as was awakened in the bosom of ]àad
en he discovered the foot-print

Robinson Crusoe wh iri at
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the sand. Hastily puttîng on my capý 1 ran out to
meet him, and found, to my joy, that he was a trapper
of my acquaintance; and, what added immeiasely to the
novelty of the thing, he was also a wNte man and a
gentleman! Ile had entered one of the fur companies
on the coast at an early àge, and, a few years after.
wards, fell in love with an Indian girl, whom he mar-

ried; and, ultimately, he became a trapper. He was a
fine good-natured man, an-d had been well educated;
and to hear philosophical discourse proceedin ' g from. the
lips of one who was, in outward appearance, a regular
Indian, was very strange indeed. He was dressed in
the usual capote, leggins, and moccasinEç of a hunter.

What have you got for dinner? was bis first ques-
tion, after shaking hands with me.

«,, Pork and Pancakes," said 1.
cg Oh said the trapper, the first salt, and the latter

made of flour and water?--
Just so ; and, with the exception of some bread, and

a few ground pease in lieu of coffée, this bas been my diet
for three weeks back.ý'

You might have done better," said the trapper.
pointing towards a blue fine in the sea; Il look, there

are fish enough, if you only took the trouble to catch
them.

As he said this, I advanced, to the edge of the water,
and there to my astonishment discovered, that what I
had taken for sea-weed, was a shoal of kippling, so dense
bat they seemed scarcely able to move.

X
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Upon beholding this, I recollected havîng seen a couple
of old hand-nets in some of the stores, which we imme-
diately sent the trapper's son (a youth of twelve) to fetch.
In a few minutes he returned with them; so, tucking up
our trousers, we both went into the water and scooped
the fish out by dozens. It required great quickness,
however, as they shot into deep water like lightning, and
sometimes made us run in so deep, that we wet ourselves
considerably. Indeed, the sport became so exciting at

last, that we gave over attempting to k ' eep our clothes
dry; and in an hour we returned home, laden with kip-
pling, and wet to the s-in.

The fish, which measured from four to five inches Ion ,
were really excellent, and lent an additional relish to the

pork, pancakes, and pewe coffee !
I prevailed upon the trapper to remain with me during

the following wee- ; and a very pleasant time we had
of it, paddling about in a canoe, or waDdng through the

woods, while my companion told me numerous anecdotes,
with which. his memory was stored. Some of these were
grave, and some comical; especially one, in which he
described a bear-hunt that he and his son had on the
coasts of Labrador.

]Ue had been out on a shooting expedition, and was
returning home in his canoe, when, on turning a head.
land, he discovered, a black bear waWng leisurely along
the beach. Now, the place where he discovered him was
a very wild, rugged spot. At the bottom of the baý
rose a high precipice, so that bruin could not escape that

322

Ji



ÙUDSON'S BAY. 323

wa along the beach, in the direction in which he had
been walking, a cape, which the rising tide now washed,

prevented his retreatine; so that the only chance for
the brute to escape was, by running past the trapper,
within a few yards of him. In this dilemma the bear
bethought himself of trying the precipice; so, collecting

himself, he made a bolt for it, and actually managed to,
scramble up thîrty or forty feet, when bang went the
boy's gun ; but the shot missed, and it appeared as if
the beast would actually get away, when the trapper
took a deliberate aim and fired. The effect of the shot
was so comical, that the two hunters could scarcely re-
load their guns for laughing. Bruin, upon receiving the

shot, covered hîs head with his fore-paws, and, curling
himself up like a ball, came thundering down the
Precipice head over heels, raising clouds of dust, and
hurling showers of stones down in his descent, till he
actuaUy rolled at the trapper's feet; and then, getting
slowly up, he looked at him. with such a bewildered
expression, that the man could scarcely refrain from

L laug ter, even while in the act of blowing the beasts
le brains out, 4%M

This man had also a narrow escape of having a boxing 11à
match with a moose-deer or elk. The moose has a strange

1- method of fighting with its fore-feet; getting up on its
19 hind-legs and boxing, as it were, with great energy and

deadly force. The trapper, upon the occasion referred
1 to, was travelling with an Indian, who, havi-ng discovered

the track of a moose in the snow, set off in chase of ît,
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while ýhe trapper pursued his way with the Indians païck
of furs and provisions on his shoulders. Re had not
gone far wlien he heard a shot, and the next moment a
moose-deer, as large as a horse, sprang through the

bushes and stood in front of him. The animal came so
suddenly on the trapper, that it could not turn - so, rising

V up with a savage look, it prepared to strike him, when
another shot was fired from among the bushes by the

Indian, and the moose, springing nearly its own height
into the air, fell dead upon the snow.

About a weèk after his arrival, the, trapper departed,
and left; me again in solitude.

7he last voyage.-There is something very sad and
melancholy in these words-the last. The last look;

the last word ; the last smile ; even the last shilling, have
all a peculiarly melancholy import- -but the last voyage,
to one who has lived, as it were, on travelling; who has
slept for weeks and months under the shadow of the
forest trees, and dwelt among the wild romantic scenes
of the wilderness, has a peculiar and thrilling interest.
Each tree I passed on leàving, shook its boughs mourn
fally, as if it felt hurt at being thus forsaken. The very
rocks seemed to frown reproachfully, while 1 stood up
and gazed wistfully after each well-known ëbect for the
last time. Even the wind seemed to sympathise with

the rest; for, while it urged the boat swiftly away from
my late home, like a faithful friend holding steadfastly

on its favouring course, still it fell occasionally, and rose
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again in gasts and sighs, as if it wished to woo me back
again to solitude. 1 started on this, the last voyagee

shortly after the departure of my friend the trapper,
leaving the palace in charge of an unfortunate gentleman
who brought a wife and five children with him, which,
rendered Seven Islands a little less gloomy than hereto-
fore. Five men accompanied, me in an open boat; and
on the morning of the 25th August we took our depar-
ture for Tadousac:-and, truly, nature appeared to be
aware that it was my Imt voyage; for she gave us the

most unkind and harassing treatment that 1 ever expe-
rienced at her hands.

The first few miles were accomplished pleasantly
enough. We had a fair breeze, and not too much of it;

but, towards the afternoon, it shifted, and blew directly
against us, so that the men were obliged to take to the

oars-and, as the boat was large, it required them all to,
pull, so I was obliged to become steersman.

The men were all French Canadians; a merry, care.
less, but persevering set of fellows, just eut out for the

work they had to do; and, moreover, accustomed to it.
The boat was a clumsy afair, with two sprit-sails, and a
j igger or mizzen ; but, notwithstanding, she looked pretty

well at a distance, and, though incapable of progressing
very fast through the water, she could stand a pretty

heavy sea. We were badly off, however, with regard to
camp par, having neither tent nor oiled-cloth to protect
us, should it rain. Indeed, all we had to guard us from.
the inclemency of the weather at night was one blanket
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each man ; but as the weather had been fine and settled
for somè time back, we hoped to get along pretty W'ell.

As for provisions, we had pork and flour, besides a
small quantity of burnt-pease coffée, which, 1 treasured up
as a great delicacy.

Our first encampment was a good one. The night,
though dark, was fine and calm, so that we slept very
comfortably upon the beach; every man with his feet
towards the fire, from which we all radiated like the
spokes of a wheel. But our next bivouac was not so
good. The day had been very boisterous and wet, so
that we 1.3y down to rest in damp clothes, with the plea-

sant reflection that we had scarcely advanced ten miles.
The miseries of our fifth day, however, were so nume-
rous and complicated, that it at last became absurd! It
was a drizzly damp morning to begin with. Soon this
gave way to a gale of contrary wind, so that we could
scarcely proceed at the rate of half a mile an hour; and
in the evening we were under the necessity either of
running back five miles to reach a harbour, or of anchor-
ing off an exposed lee-shore. Preferring the latter
course, even at the risk of losing our boat a1together,
we cast anchor, and, leaving a man in the boat, waded

ashore. Ilere things looked very wretched indeed.
Every thing was wet and clammy. Very littlefirewood
was to be found, and when it was found, we had the
greatest difficulty in getting it to light. At last, how-

ever, the fire blazed up: and though it still rained, we
began to feel, comparatively speaking, comfortable.
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Now, it must have been about midnight when 1 awoke,
wheezing and snîffling with a bad cold, and feeling un-

commonly wretched,-the fire having gone out, and the
drizzly rain having increased; and while 1 was endea-
vouring to cover myself a littie better with a wet blanket,
the man who had been left to watch the boat rushed in
among us, and said that it had been driven ashore, and
would infallibly go to pieces if not shoved out to sea im-

mediately. Up we all got, and, rushing down to, the
beach, were speedily groping about in the dark, up to

our waists in water, while the roaring breakers heaved
the boat violently against our breasts. After at least an
hour of this work, we got it afloat again, and returned
to our beds, where we lay shivering in wet clothes till
morning.

We had several other nights nearly as bad as this one,
and once or twice narrowly escaped being smashed to,
pieces among rocks and shoals, while travelling in foggy

weather.
Even the last day of the voyage had something un-

Pleasant in store for us. As we neared the mouth of the
river Saguenay, the tide began to recede; and ere long
the current became so strong, that we could not make

head-way against it ; we had no alternative, therefore,
but to try to run ashore, there to remain until the tide
should rise again. Now it so happened that a sand-b
caught our keel just as we turned broadside to the cur-
rent, and the water, rushing against the boat with the
force of a mill-race, turned it up on one side, till it stood
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quivering, as if undecided whether or not to, roll over on
top of uà. A simultaneous rush of the men to, the ele-

vated side decided the question, and caused it to, fall
squash down on its keel again, where it lay for the next
four or five hours, being left quite dry by the tide. As

this happened within a few miles of our journey's end, I
left the men to, take care of the boat, and walked, along
the beach to, Tadousac.

Here 1 remained some time, and then travelled through
the beautiful lakes of Canada, and the United States, to
New York. But here I must pause. As I said before, 1
write not of civilised, but of savage life; and, having now

0 ershot the boundary, it is time to close.
On the 25th of May 1847, 1 bade'adieu to the Western

hemisphere, and sailed for England in the good ship New
York.

The air was Eght and warm, and the sun unelouded, as
we floated slowly out to sea, and ere long the vessel

bathed her swelling bows Mi the broad Atlantic.
radually, as if loath to part, the wood-clad shores of

America grew faint and dim. ; and, as I turned MY eyes.,
for the last time, upon the -distant shore, the blue hills
quivered for a moment on the horizon, as if to bid us all
a long farewell, and then sank into the liquid bosom of
the ocean.

THE END.

EDINBURGH BALLANTYNE AND HUGHES.
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