Technical and Bibliograp‘hic‘ Notes/Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best
original copy available for filming. Features of this
copy which may be bibliographically unique,
which may alter any of the images in the
reproduction, or which may significantly change
the usual method of filming, are checked below.

ThIS ltem is fllmed at the reductuon ratlo,checked below/ o
Ce document est fllmé au taux de réductlon mdlqué cl—dessous‘ o

Coloured covers/

Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated/

Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/ ‘
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Colou;ed‘ ink {i.e. other than blue or black)/
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/
Relié avec d'autres documents

Tight bmdmg may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/

La reliure serrée peut causer de Iombre ou de la
dlstortlon Ie long de la marge intérieure

Blank leaves added durlng restoratnon may:

‘appear within the text. Whenever possuble, these

have been omitted from filming/
Il se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées

lors d'une restauration apparaissent dans le texte, |

mais, lorsque cela étaut possuble, ces pages n ont
pas eté fllmees : :

: Addltlonal comments /
\ Commentalres supplementalres

'

X

L'Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire

qu’il lui a été possible de se procurer. Les détails
de cet exemplaire qui sont peut-étre uniques du
point de vue bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier

~une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une

modification dans la méthode normale de filmage
sont indiqués ci-dessous. ‘

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached/
Pages détachées

‘/* Showthrough/
‘Transparence

Quality of print varies/
Qualité inégale de I'impression

Includes supplementary material/
Comprend du matériel supplémentaire

Only edition available/
 Seule édition disponible

Pages wholly or partially obscured by errata
, sllps. tissues, etc., have been refilmed to
 ensure the best possible image/
Les pages totalement ou partiellement
" obscurcies par un feuillet d’errata, une pelure.
. etc., ont été filmées a nouveau de facon &
obtemr Ia mellleure image possuble ‘




CROFTER COLONIZATION.

NINTH REPORT

or

HER MAJESTY'S COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED TO (ARRY
| OUT A SCHEME

OF

COLONIZATION IN THE DOMINION OF CANADA

ar

CROFTERS AND COTTARS FROM THE WESTERN HIGHLANDS
AND ISLANDS OF SCOTLAND :

WIiTH

APPENDICES.

Presented to both Houses of Parliament by Command of Hew ;ﬁtnjestg.

LONDON:

PRINTED F OR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE,
BY WYMAN AND SONS, LIMITED, FETTER LANE, E.C.

Ahd to be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, fr rom

EYRE AND SPOTTISWOODE, Easrt HARDING STREET, FLEET Sn eeT, E.C., and
32, ABINGDON STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W.;

JOHN MENZIES & Co., 12, HANOVER STREET, EDI\TBLPGH 'md
.90, WesT NILE STREET, GLASGOW ; or

HODGES FIGGIb & Co, LIMITED 104 Gw'roz‘ STREET, DUBLIN.
’ ' 1899 |

U [C—9140.] Pruce2d.






CROFTER COLONIZATION.

NINTH REPORT

Of

HER MAJESTY'S COMMISSIONERS  APPOINTED
TO CARRY OUT A SCHEME

COLONIZATION IN THE DOMINION OF (ANADA
OF

CROFTERS AND COTTARS FROM THE WESTERN HIGHLANDS
AND ISLANDS OF SCOTLAND.

TO THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY.

May i pLEASE Younr Masesry

We, the undersigned Commissioners appointed under Your Majestv's Sign
Manual for the purpose of carrying out a scheme of colonisation in the Dominion of
Canada of crofters and cottars from the Western Highlands and Islands of Scotland,
and from the congested districts of Ireland, desire humbly to submit to your Majesty
the following Report —-

Reports have been received from the agent of the Board in Canada relating to the
settlements at Killarney, in Manitoba, and at Saltcoats in the North West Territories
of Canada, for the year 1897, The former was established in the summier of 1888,
prior to the constitution of the Board, and the latter in the spring of 1829, most of
the families also having been selected before the first meeting of the Board.

Statements ave appended containing extracts from the agent’s reports (Appendix A.)
and statistics (Appendix B.) showing the position of the settlements in 1897, and
viving the acreage under various crops, live stock on the farms, and other information.

Nillarney Settlement.

There are 54 homesteads under cultivation in the Killarney Settlement, which
numbers about 160 persons. The area under cultivation in 1897 was 2,401 acres, and
the additional area brolken and nnder summer fallow was 1,077 acres, or a total of 3,478
acres, as compared with 3,741 acres in 1896. Dividing this area among the 30
families forming the settlement, the average is 120 acres per family. It includes
1,073 acres under crop and in summer fallow, on the homesteads of 19 younger
members of the various families, an average of about 56 acres each.

It will be seen that the yield of wheat in the settlement in 1897 was 19,878 bushels,
as compared with 27,845 in 1896. There were also 7,856 bushels of oats raised, and
2,960 bushels of potatoes, as compared with 11,075 bushels and 3,415 bushels
respectively in the previous year. The value of the wheat raised was $14,908, of oats.
$1,964, and of potatoes $592, as compared with $16,707, $1,993, and $683 in 1896€.
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Tn addition to the animals 1'0mzn'ning of those originally supplicd by the Board,
pow in the pu\seasiun of the crofters, they have tupmcd 92 horses, 23 oxen, 80 cows,
47 heifers, 50 steers, 1 bull, and 163 pigs.  The number of chickens and other poultry
owned by the various families is 1,575, These figures show a slight decrease over
the previous year (m\ ing to sales, prices having been favour able) Imt. as will he =cen
from the returns, the increase as compared w ith 1890 is considerable.

The families in the settlement have cut 818 tons of hay.

The wlhiole of the crotters have now aceepted leases from the Board in which they
pmmwb to repay their indebredness in instalments over a period of cight years
(ertain of the crofters ohjected for a tinie to the terms offered, although, in order to
make - the repayments ecasier, the Boawd agreed to waive all interest upon
the advances up to the commencement of the year, and also half the expenses
comnected with the foreclosure proceedings, in the event of the instalments under the
leases being pmpul\ and promptly met. In the end the Board was compelled to
take further proceedings to protect its interests, and the matter is disposed of as
stated. all the objecting crofters having signed the leases, and paid the costs that
were incred.

So far no arrangement has been made between the crofters and their outside
creditors for the disposal of the debts, so unwisely incurred, which have tended to
retard the progrexs and weltare of the settlement. The Board offered to allow
the debts due to the other creditors of the crofrers, if they were reduced to a
considerable extent and  the items properly verified, to rank pari pusse with the
obligations of the crofters to the Board, in order that the whole of the debt mizht he
Hguidated in a reasonable time without pressing undaly upon the settlers. The
creditors. while agreeing to the reductiens, declined to accept the other conditions
of the proposal, uwrging that their claims should have a priority over those of the
Boar1.

While it caunot he stated that the settlement is in a satisfactory condition. so long
as the outside indebtedness remains outstanding it is believed that the acceptance
ot the leases offered by the Board on such favourable terms, is a step in the right
divection. and it is hoped that the other creditors may yet he disposed to regard the
Board's proposal more favourably.

Atrention is called to a pavagraph in the report of the agent, stating that with few
exceprions the settlers have promptly pdid their municipal taxes, and now that the
remainder of the settlers have nccepted the leases, it is believed that they also will pay
due vegard ro their municipal Habilities.

The Salteoats Settlement.

The Saltcopts settlement contains about 90 persons. They had 45 acres under
enltivarion.

The crofrers have not, it is stated, sown a larger area of grain, because they prefer
te devote more attention to the raising of hv stock, whmh besides being more
profitable, enables them to go out te earn money during the seeding and harvest
SEASIN, ‘

It will e seen that the crofters now have 29 horses, 2 oxen, 60 cows, 61 heifers,
35 steers, + bulls, 72 sheep, 15 pigs, and 417 chxckens. These figures show an
increase as unnparul with the previous year.

The Saltcoats settlers have not incurred outside debts to any 2 ‘xppreclable extent ;
they rarely ask for credit, and where credit is given they seldom allow the date
of payment to pass without discharging their obhgatwns. " S

It is a matter for regret, however, that the & Saltcoats crofter retuse to take dd\’antarre
of the legislation passed by the Parliament of the Dominion of Canada for their relief. 5
This k*(ml‘mon was obtained at the request of the crofters themselves, and its object
was £0 enc\hlc those who remained in'the settlement to c:hoo&u other homesteads which
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thev regarded as being more suitable,  The intention was that their accounts shouid
be credited with the value of the homestends aiven up, the balance of the indebtedness
being secured upon their new homesteads M means of mortgages. Such an arrange-
ment would obviously have been in the interest hoth of the crofters and of the Board.

The matter is receiving careful consideration with a view to steps being taken to
protect the Board’s interests.

All of which we humbly submit to Your Majesty’s gracious consideration.

BALFOUR OF BURLEIGH.
NTRATHCONA AND MOUNT ROYAL
HORACE PLUNKETT.
JAMES KING.
COLIN SCOTT-MONCRIEFIF,
JOHN ROSS OF BLADENSBURG.
THOMAS SKINNER.
J. (&. CoLMER, SECRETARY.
December 189N
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OF TUE AQEXT ot
THE  RKiLnagNey

vpoat THE ReroRy
RESPECTING

I -Lxrract
n Boaso
NETTLEMENT.

[ have the honour to forwiard to you, by registered
wail, my Official  Report on the Killarney Urofters
Settlement for year {897,

Storteanents and Lodimlual Beports,

The various statements have been compiled with the
view of showing the fullest possible information in what
ix hoped muy be fonnd a convenient form for reference.
They contain s record of the Hen mumber, name, aype, and
focation of vach meawber of every family.  The number
of acres nunder enltivation of wheat, oats, and potatoes,
average per acre, vield and nnuket value of the same.
Total acres vnder enltivation, hreahing, backsetting and
aunmer fallow done diviug the year, and gramd total of
acies that ean be bronght ander cultivation for the spring
of 1898, ax well as the live stock on each homestead,
value of Twprovemenis, &e,, prosent approximate value
of homestead, total approximate valne of the Board's
security, debis owing 1o the mnnicipalities and b oward,
amounts paid thereon, and general renarks,

Reeapitulation,

A comparative stutemnent has been added Tor the vears
1890 and 1897, This statewment shows that the total
number of acves brought under the plough in 189) was
2182, and for 1597, 3478, an inerease of 1,296, or an
average of T4 aerss o cach settler. Also that the tota)
wuanber of avves nnder cultivation for 1890 was 1,323, and
for 1897, 24015, an fnerease of 10787 acres. 1n 189 the
acreage under wheat was 1,239, with an average yield of
{5 bushels :oand in 1867, 1,925, with an average vield of
over 10 bushuls t0 the acre.  1n 1890 the acreage under
oits was 71 oaeres, with an averave vield of over 2
Bishiels ta the coee s and e 1897, 438 acres, with an
average yiekl o1 oer 17 bushels to the acre. The
number of weres ttder potatoos i 1890 was 160, with an
average viekd of over 176 hshels to the aere: and in
1807, 185 actes, which yielded 2,960, or over 157 bushels
to the acre,

The settlers cacld have fonnd a ready market for their
erops durtug the antunm of 1897 at an average of 75
conts for wheat, mats 25, and potatoes 20 eents per
Pmshel,

TEwil b ~con. by emmparing the statement with the
ane sent by the Agent last year (1896) that although the
seftlers’ erops have not yiekled as mueh per acre as
they Hd in 1806, they have recetved 10 for wheat, and
Toeents Yor owts, pee bishel more than they did the
previons years, Jtowill also be ohserved from the state-
ments nquestion that the settlers have prepared during
the season of 1207 o larger ares of land for seed, than
they did 1896,

The eause assighed by the settlers for the Inw average
vield of wrain per aere was, carly frosts in May, and
subzequent dry weather.  While this may partly account
for the low yicld the Ageat contends that the real
canse, in wany nstenees, s diveetly traceable to the
manner inowhich the land has been tilled, preparatory to
sowing the sewd, and also to the continuous sowing, year
after year, of the same land and seed. On the agent
remonstraiing with certain of the settlers for cultivating
the land in such an unhushbandlike mauner, he has been
infored « “ We nuy just as well take all we can ont of
tlie laud before it is taken from s Under the terms
of the new leases the Board has the authority to compel
the lessces to enltivate thelr lands in a good husband-
like aud proper manner,

It will be further observed from the comparative
statement that in 1890 the crofters purchased 1 howse,
and in 1897 they had in thelr possession 92, an increase
of 91, In 1890 the nuwber of oxen (LC.B) was 57 ;
and in 1897, 10, a decrease of 47. Again in 1800 the
settlers purchased 24 oxen; and in 1897 they had in
their posswsion 23, a deevease of 1. In 1800 the
settlers had 37 of the original cows supplied to them,

by the Doard ;) and {n 1897, 4, a0 decrease of 33, Cows
purelused by settlers in addition o those supplied by
the Board in 1890 numbered 25, and in 1897 this nomber
wis inerensed by 53,

The number of youny stack, &e., is as follows ;-

Heifers, 1800, 501 1897, 47 ; a decrease of 3.
Steers, 1800, 37 1897, 30 . " 7.
Bulls, 1890, 51897, 1: v 4.

1
Pouldtry, 1890, 8131 1897, 1,573 ; an inerease of 762
Pigs, 1800, 38 1897, 163 ' W 125,

The agent 18 pleased to be able to inform the Board
that several of these settlors have discharged debts
ineurred in puarchasing horses. )

The cause of the decrease in the live stock orighmally
supplied to the settlers is acconnted for by death and
sale, while the decrease in the private stock is directly
traceable to sades made to Ameriean cattle buyers, who
pay 8 cents a ponnd, live weight, {for yo g cattle.

Jnunicipnl Tawes,

It & gratifyiug to the agent to be able to report that,
with few exceptions, the Board’s ~ettlers have promptly
paid their munieipal taxes,  The exceptions rcfcrre(i to
arve Nos. 2, 4, 6, 8% 13, 17, 54, amd 61, who pesitively
refused to sign the Board’s leases.

Lieases, 1898,

In accovdance with instrictions contained in your

lotter to the agent, and dated the 26th January last, the
toard’s solicitors (Maedonadd, Tapper, Phippin, and

Tappuer} are preparing new leases for the settlers to
sign,

The agent begs to tender to the Board the thanks of a
number of the erofters’ fricids in this country, who are
aware of the very generous ferms nnder which their
settlers are to he given the opportunity of hecoming the
proprietors of some of the most desivable farming lands
obtainable in the Crovinee of Manitoba,

Withs the view of convinecing the Board’s scttlers how
necessary it is that the conitions of their new Jensex
should be adhered to, the agent most respectfully
suggests that more frequent visits shonld be magde by
the agent to the colony than hitherto, as he believes
they world bhe beneficial in stimulating the settlers to
farm their holdings in o more hushandigke manner, and
give them opportunities of consuting tne on all watters
velative 1o their future wellfuve in this country, and
matevially minimise their present chances of obtaining
undesivable adviee, &e., and tinally assisting the Board’s
agent to wateh their interest more vlosely.

Sinee the agents lwt annual report, the erofters have
huilt in thelir colony a very fine substantial stone chureh,
well finished inside, heated by a modern hot air furnace,
and comfortably furnished with serviceable seats, The
cost of the chareh (hont $2,500) has been defrayed by
the crofters and their friends in this country, and the
agent is eredibly informed, free from debt. My, Duncan
MeLeod, o Gaelic speaking missionary, is in the near
future to take charge of the parish.  He appears tohave
a clear insight as to the special failings which have
retarded the crofters’ progress in this country, and has
expressed his intention of using his influence amongst
his congregation in seeonding the agent™ cfforts for the
well-being of the colony. :

II.—Exrract rroM THE REPORT ' OF THE AGENT
oF THE BOARD RESPECTING THE SALTCOATS.

SETTLEMENT. -
I have the honour te forward to you, by registered
mail, my Awnnal Report on the *“Lothian” Crofter:
Colony, located near Sulteouts, Assiniboia, North West
Territories. :
The various statements herewith attached have been’
compiled with the view of showing the fullest informa-
tion in what is hoped may be found a convenient form



lor reference. ‘They contain a record of the lien nunmiber,
name, age, and location of each settler, together with
the name and age of each wember of every family.
The munber of acres under enltivation of wheat, oats,

3&!1(] {)Qtutoes, average per acre, yield and market value,
Total ucres nnder enltivation, breaking, bucksetting and

summer fallow, done during the year, and grand total of
aeres, that can be brought under cnltivation during the
season of 1898, as well s the live stock on the farns,
‘alue of Improvements, d&c., on each homestead, present
approximate value of the Board’s security, amount of
principal advanced by the Board, to each settler, amd
seneral remaurks.

Recapitulation.

A comparative statement has been added for the years
1890 and 1897, which shows that the total nimber of
deves Lrought under the plongh by the Hfteen settlers,
st present remaining on their homesteads in 18490, was
38, and for 1897, 451, a decrease of 123 acres; also
that the total number of acres under cultivation fur 1890
wis 83, and for 1897, 45}, a decrease of 37 acres. In
1890 the total acreage under wheat was 13, which yielded
over 16 bushels, and in 1897, 8, a decrease of H acves
T 1890 the nnmber of acres under oats was 39, which
yielded 23 Dushels to the acre, and in 1897, 24, a decrease
of 15 acres.  In 1890 the acrenge under notatoes was
which yielded 1,108 hushels ; while in 1897 the scttlers
sowed 13} acres, which yielded 2,120 bushels,

The settlers conld have found a ready market for their
crops, at an average of 75 for wheat, oars 23, and
potatoes 20 cents per hushel. .

The cause of the decrease in the acreage of enltivated
lands has heen explained in the Agent's 1896 Report, e,
Dby the settlers having given up grain growing and
devoting their attention 1o the mising S hve stock,
which they contend pays hest and allows us to @ out
and earn money daving the sowing and harvest sewsons,”
In case it might be inferred by the Board, asy it bas
heen by some of the settlers, that the land awd chimate
Is not soitable for gwain growing, the agent hegs to
record the faet (which cun easily be verified by reference
to practieal farmers living in the same distviet as the
Board'’s sevtlers) that the farmer who properly prepures
and sows his fand, very scldom reaps a crop that docs
not pay hm manifold.  The direet cause of the erofters
fadlnre to snecesstully grow grain ean only be explainml
by the wunlnsbandlike manner in whicli they have
attempted to farm.

The comparative statement also shows that in 1890
the erofters had no hovses, and in 1847 they had in
their possession 29 head. ™ In 1890 the number of
Tperal Colonisation Board oxen were 18, and in 1898, 1,
a decrense of 17, Again in 1890 they had no other oxen,
hut those supplied by the Board ; while in 1897 they
had two. Imperial Colonisation Board cows jn 1890,
munbered 10, and i 1897 none.  Cows purehased by
the settlers, ir, addition to those supplied by the Board
in 1890, muwbered 4, and in 1847 this number was
inereaxed te 0. The number of young stick, & is as
follows — ,

~F

Heifers, 1800, 9; 1897, 615 an increase of 52,
Steers, 1890, 8; 1807, 33 " o 27,
Bulls, 1890, 131897, 4; i, . 3
Sheep, 1890, 0 1897, T2
Pias, 1890, 0 1897, a3
Poultry, 1830, 108 ; 1807, 4173 " o« 31,

While the nmmber of tons of hay by 1800 was
i 1897, 756, ,

The canse of the deerense in the live stock, originally
supplied by the Board £ their settlers, is explained by
death and sade.

185, aud

Generd  RBenervks.
The agent hegs to report that e hus thovoughly
explained to each settler the condition~ under which the
Daminion Lands Aet would allow him to abandou his
present and enter for a new homestend,  (See Bxhibit
* .\ " herewith attached.) ;
it witl be seen from the agent’s remmrks, recorded in
citel settler’s individual report, that they decline to tike
advantage of the Act, o

Eahibit " ;

1. Notwithstanding anything fie the <id et oom-
tatned, any person who has been plwed on homestead
Jands or has heen assisted to pdien Liuuch" on such lands
by the Board mentioned in chapter 21 of the Statntes of
1888, and who has resided on sach Jands up to the tiue
of the passing of the Act, uay, apot abandoning such
lands, and, if required to do so, tpon eXecuting an
acknowledgmoent s heretnafter provided, be grnted a
secoml homestead entry.

2. The lands ~o whandoned may Lo granted to the said
Bowd subject 1o a condition that the Board shalf placea
Iandt gide settler thereon by the sale thereof o sheh
settler or otherwise within: twa years from the date of
the patent to the Board, o iu default of so doing, <hall,
on dewand sell the said lands to any person willing. o
hecowe & foed gide settler thereon Yor such s of
money as is sufficient to pay-the wmotnt of the chage
of the Board thereon and iuterest, aned the expenses jn-
enrved by the Board in obtaining such patent, ar for
auch Jess sum oax iy named in seeh patent as the fair
value of suelt fands on pady, in case of refusal, of the
forfeitue of the sadd Tunds and of ol elaims thereon, and
of the patent or other titles thereto. :

3. The minister shall, for the pnrepeses of this seetion.
Te the sole and final judwe as to the value of sueh
abandoned lands, and 0 any ease where such fnds are
vabhied by him at less thau the amount of the charge
thereon, and interest and the expenses aforesaid, the
settler may be reguired, hefire he is granted @ second
entry, 10 sign an acknowledgment in the form B i
the Nchedule 1o the said Xet, or to the like effect
creating 2 charge npon his seeond homestead for the
difierence hetween the ameunt of the charge on his fivst
homestead and interest and expenses, and the value so
placed npon sach first homestead.



APPENDIX B. - - - - - -
i i ) - i APPENDIX B.

KILLARNEY CROFTERS - - - - - - -
STATEMENT €O ED F NFORM ATTON N - - - _ _ . s o
STATEMENT COMPILED FROM INFORMATION CONTAINED - - KILLARNEY CROPFT ERS.
Nunther of Aeres umler Cultivation. IN THE INDIVIDUAL CROFTERS' (I897) RErorTs.
Lien . e T e T U
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- APPENDIX B.—continued.
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