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PREFACE.

On a moderate computation, it appears, that there are 65,000 profes­
sed adherents of the 1' ree Church in the Lower Provinces, with several 
thousands more who would gladly receive Religious Ordinances at her 
hand.

To give any thing like an adequate supply of Ordinances to this 
her, spread over such a widely extended territory, would require at the 
very least 65 Ministers, while the actual number does not exceed 20, 
with a few Missionaries and Catechists.

The P ree Church in these Colonies, feeling that it was altogether un­
reasonable to expect that the Parent Church could meet such a deficiency 
by sending out Ministers or Missionaries, and well aware that the true 
and effectual way of upholding and propagating Divine Ordinances in 
any country is through a native agency, resolved, at a meeting of Synod 
held in 1847, to set agoing a Theological Institute, with two preparatory 
Academies of a high order, the one at St. John, N. R, and the other at 
Halifax.

The Colonial Committee of the Free Church of Scotland, with noble 
liberality, agreed to provide and support the Professors of the College 
for four years ; and it is earnestly hoped that during the course of that 
time such a fund shall be raised by the friends of the cause in the Lower 
Provinces, as shall yield an amount sufficient for the endowment of two 
or three Professors.

The College and the Academy at Halifax, commenced their operations 
last winter, the former being temporarily superintended by the Rev. 
Alexander Foruester, Free Church Deputy ; and the latter by the 
Rev. Alexander Romans, of Dartmouth.

In October last, the Rev. Andrew King, Professor of Divinity, and 
the Rev. John C. Mackenzie, Professor of Mental and Natural Philo­
sophy, with General and Classical Literature, regularly appointed by 
the Colonial Committee, arrived ; and in November the College 
formally opened, and 17 Students were enrolled, of whom those subse­
quently named are at present in attendance.
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C Advertisement igsned „ylk Coinnin,

Theology.
REV. ANDREW KING.

Mental Natural Philosophy, 
Classical Literature. 

REV. JOHN C. MACKENZIE.

AND
with General and

1

The Rev. ALEXANDER 
Course of Lectures 
Theology

FORRESTER has

Classes for Hebrew and Orientar 7 
under Rev. DAVID IIONEYMAN. ' 11E wiU be formed
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ti ROLL OF STUDENTS.
Mr. William G. Forbes,
Mr. Lavchlan Campbell,
Mr. William Clarke,
Mr. Robert McDonald 
Mr. George Sutherland,
Mr. John A. Ross,
Mr. Alexander Ross,p n«
Mr. Alexander Smith,
Mr. William Thompson,
Mr. William P. Everett,
Mr. Robert Campbell,
Mr. Thomas G. Johnstone,
Mr. William Murray,

Scotland.
Cape Breton.
Miramichi.
Pietou,
New Glasgow.
Lunenburg.
Earltown.
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Sydney Mines,
St. John, New Brunswick, 
Halifax, N. S.
Pietou.
Miramichi.
Earltown.i
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INAUGURAL ADDRESS,
delivered AT the opening of

NOVEMBER 2nd, 1818.

JiY T1IE REV. PROFESSOR KING.

the free church college,

eumstances, in almost “7 dr-such as this, in which thewmittf 1,ecuhar 7 ™teresting in a country 
the young, and trainingth^Tt, Ï °f cultivating the minds of
bee/so generaUyfelt gNot hlUS * *** '° right conduct’ has
as a mattr of cours ' be re^T’ ^ such dilution must, 
which it professes to aim 7t k tZT ™tm™ent f^ood. The object 
tance. The best interests of thé , matter „of the utmost impor-
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te the accomplishment of the end in ie^h? m ^ employcd b7 each 
strumentality, even where it miVht hL t “ ™any quarters this in- 
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moralized population h l l ? disorders, characteristic of a de­
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mg a progress in ^Tbe^ject to which

intellect has been cultivated 1» «g^tdlect t\m8 Jtivated is also a
the untutored sav age. „ ,. mora] principles, the cul-moral «ont ; and if neglected m re»p<« of h » moral p.
tivation of his intellect is only armma evil The depravi-S which ho will employ ^«^5» tSlLX J™-

Senti and the knowledge which '^BS^s ™insfTose whom he 
ar» and sciences, g.ve 'which necessarily pre-
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tion. Nor is the mere worldly P®*1* moat rctined nation on the
to correct the evil. France boasts of being world ealls refine-
face of the earth ; and, in so lav at concern, what »«.« ^ ,„„ked 
ment, the boast is not without grounds,} when tlie principles of her 
her revolution at the close of the last y» threw into the
philosophers had matured into ^ And with all
shade all of crime that savage ltfe had ew, h ,he may have
her high polish sttll, and w. hall he adt omen ^ ^ hcr 
since made in the refineme many 0f them too revolting to be
lutions in the earlier part -, ' vjcjj have been reported on un­
recorded in the public journals, ding character, and loud-
questionable authority, have been a J?"* constitution must be consi- 
?y proclaim that in educating man Ins 1 1 with comfort to himself 
dered ; and that in order to fit him to act e must be train­
er with benefit to others, evennrek mice to thisl^ ^ R u

s at

the evil and the good, aw ; j t^e very common matter of
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ucation, based upon any religious system that others nmv he inclined 
to choose. But how much soever they may in all this plume themselves 

pon their freedom from prejudice, and obtain credit for great liberality

gion of Jesus Christ might be found, as .hey aetuaUv^hl rbeen Ln!!'

;«!U'hTre "1° ™ju":,,s rf «*«*•

§F415^ r2.tr5TEE3rr1£::ir “h,rour »<*. <**. » z. ™* sïslî*£J’,. Ç > lh meant by sectarianism ? It is a word in freouent use 
it ,| ' ”ia; b® suPPosc‘d therefore tliat the meaning is well understood ■ but 
it does not follow that in the use of it men either apply it wUh £&£? 
or attach to it the same idea. The term sect property appUes to a S

ÉPpEBHE-E?
express the state of separation from one another in whicliXse bodfo aJe 
presented, without reference to the authority by which they haS be^n 
led ; and without giving any opinion as to which may be St or which
ZiïwXS ‘r" ™d‘ -mr «* » of â tmtl, Lm t

H is defective in „ »«T «2 of

otSrcTdd "m"dnn\;«°*-u*.he
„,v -,need

n. ldering, we have a standard of truth in the doctrines we are 
and word

sectarianism, we have not merelv to look to the fact that
from others’ hu^stUl arÜdeS °f laith which separate them
Christ v S v St!U farther t0 enquire, who it is that holds the truth of 
r; , f° ,hfiy are that depart from that truth, and thus to foe 

xtent also separate from him ? In the loose sense in which the
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term sectarian is often employed, it might be applied even to the doctrines 
of the gospel, for they, claiming to have Jesus tor their author, separate 
those who embrace them, as reverencing his authority, from others who 
reject them, saying, we will not have this man to reign over us. All, 
however, who truly reverence the authority of Jesus Christ, as being 
Himself the Truth, will repudiate such an application of the term, which 
brings the author and the iinisher of their faith to a level with such men 
as Zoroaster, or Zeno, or Socrates, or Plato. Jesus was not the mere 
leader of a sect, but came, as he himself told Pilate, to “ bear witness 
unto the truth and sectarianism is to be found not with those who em­
brace his doctrines, and, at all hazards adhere to him, as one who has 
been given, “ to be a witness to the people, a leader and commander to 
the people but with those who depart from the truth which he has 
taught, and who, whether in mere ignorance, or under the power of pre­
judice, and of those various influences which lead men astray, heap up to 
themselves teachers, and embrace doctrines which are inconsistent with 
the truth as it is in Jesus. The standard of truth is set forth in God’s 
word, and the charge of sectarianism lies not against those, however few 
they may be, that hold by it ; but against those, however varied in their 
names, and however numerous in their followers, who depart from it.— 
In their departure from the truth in some p ants, they may still be ho­
noured witnesses for it in others ; and as such, are to be acknowledged 
as brethren : but it is in those cases in which they depart from sound doc­
trine that we see their sectarianism ; and regard for the authority of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, faithfulness to the truth which he has revealed, and 
brotherly kindness to those who have departed from it, all require that 
the difference should be pointed out, in order that at length, through the 
acknowledgement of the truth, the breach may be healed up.

But here we arc met by the difficulty w hich so much affects the minds 
of some, How are we, amidst the conflicting opinions that are entertain­
ed as to the meaning of tins record of divine truth, and amidst the varied 
denominations that may bear the Christian name, how are we to ascer­
tain the truth ? Is it not gross presumption for any to maintain that they 
especially hold the truth, and that all wrho differ from them are in error ? 
Now, however presumptuous this may seem to be, it is a presumption 
which is very common ; for all who hold an opinion in which they differ 
from others, do, in the very fact that they hold such an opinion, shew' 
that they think they are right in holding it, and that they who differ from 
them are wrong. And howrever difficult it may be to ascertain the truth 
amidst such conflict of opinion, it is well for men to be reminded that 
they must encounter the difficulty. The infidel indeed, denying that a 
revelation has been given, may still with Pilate ask, "What is truth ? but 
the question has been answered. “ God who at sundry times and in di­
vers manners spake unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last 
days spoken unto us by his Son, wdiom he hath appointed heir of all 
things and it is at our peril to reject the testimony of 1 im who came to 
bear witness unto the truth.

Acting under a sense of this responsibility, the Church of Scotland, at 
the period of the Reformation, sought in the scriptures those truths, the 
knowledge of which makes men wise unto salvation ; and embodied the
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general views which she entertained of them in the short summary which 
was published at the time as her confession of faith. In the following 
century, a special benefit was enjoyed in the labours of that Assembly of 
Divines that met at Westminster, in 1643. The men who were specially 
called to that Assembly, and who took part in its proceedings, brought to 
the task which was assigned to them great talents, matured wisdom, deep 
piety, and extensive learning; and having applied themselves with dili- 
gence to their work, after lengthened deliberations, sent forth, as the result 
of their investigations, the documents which are well known as the For­
mularies of the Westminster Assembly, supporting at the same time the 
views which they thus promulgated, by references to those passages of 
scripture on which they were founded. These documents having been 
carefully examined by the Church of Scotland, and found to be in entire 
accordance with her own principles, and distinctly founded on the word of 
God, she expressed her approval of them, and adopted them as her own 
standards, not, as some have ignorantly alleged, thereby superseding the 
authority of the word of God, but as in subordination to that word, and 
as expressing for herself the views which she entertains of the truths set 
forth in that word : and the moral and religious improvement wrought 
upon the country, speedily bore testimony both to the value of those prin­
ciples which she had been inculcating, and to the success with which her 
opmatmns had been brought to bear upon the population.

The Church of Scotland had early manifested a deep sense of the im­
portance of education, and with such means as she possessed, earnestly 
prosecuted the enlarged views of John Knox with regard to the “ godly 
bringing up of the young.” It is true, she was but ill seconded by the civil 
authorities of the land in her efforts for this object, but she persevered in 
them notwithstanding ; and in the exercise of her own influence succeeded 
iu erecting parochial schools to a considerable extent over the country 
long before they acquired that standing which they at length obtained, 
when, in the Reign of William and Mary, they were endowed by the 
authority of the State. These, however, being at length established, 
were wrought under her superintendence with great effect. Scotland 
soon exhibited what, in the right sense of the word, was an educated po­
pulation. Her comparatively scanty resources were diligently improved ; 
within her own locality, the means of comfort were greatly increased ; 
and her sons, passing into other lands, by the acuteness of their well culti­
vated minds, by the intelligence which they manifested, the general stea­
diness of their conduct, and the strength of those moral and religious piin- 
ciples in which they had been trained, became easily distinguished ; and 
illustrated in their own experience, and in the advantages which through 
them accrued to others, the scripture declaration that “ godliness is pro- 
fitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that 
which is to come.”

It is true, notwithstanding the intelligence and religious character for 
which she may still be distinguished, Scotland presents now, and for more 
than a generation back, an aspect in this respect considerably changed ; 
but that is just because her educational interests, and these as founded 
upon moral and religious training, have been greatly neglected. Her po­
pulation had been rapidly increasing, while no adequate provision was
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made for meeting the educational wants of an increasing population. 
The melancholy but natural results have been, a gradual diminution of 
domestic comfort, an evident progress in demoralization, and an increase 
of crime, and a state of society in which the different classes, instead of 
acting ns if they felt that each had an interest in the welfare and prospe­
rity of the other, arc drawing apart and assuming an attitude towards 
each other of positive hostility.

Awakened both to a sense of danger and to a perception of duty, tho 
Church of Scotland endeavoured, through the contribuions of her peo­
ple. to supplement the educational provision which had been felt to be so 
inadequate, and had made considerable progress both in the erection of 
additional schools, and in raising the standard of qualification for teachers, 
when her position came to be most materially affected by the well known 
event of the Disruption.—Having declined to hold the benefits of an 
establishment which could now- be enjoyed only on conditions which were 
inconsistent with her liberty as a Church of Christ, the Free Church, 
notwithstanding her altered circumstances, not only herself prefessed to 
hold, but was recognised by other bodies as holding those principles for 
which the Church of Scotland in former times had zealously and suc­
cessfully struggled. Many indeed, might have supposed, as some still 
think, that the Presbyterian Church here holding th<? principles of tho 
Church of Scotland, had no call to take any part in the disputes which 
had convulsed the Church at home ; yet did they find that the question 
was forced upon them whether they would or not.—In saying this, I refer 
to the fact that the circumstances of the country here have not yet placed 
the Church in a state of independence upon assistance from the mother 
country. The supplies granted were indeed far from meeting the de­
mand, but still assistance to a considerable amount had been sent out, far­
ther assistance was still required, and independently altogether, therefore, 
of what might have been a natural expression of sympathy, in a case 
which had attracted the attention of the universal Church, the Presbyte­
rian Church here felt itself necessitated to take up a decided position, and 
to declare which of the bodies at home, whether the Establishment or the 
Free Church, they were to corresoond with as their Mother Church, and 
to look to for the further supplies cf which they stand in need. The Free 
Church here accordingly declared, that they could not recognize the body 
now enjoying the benefits of the E stablishment at home, as the proper 
representative of those whose struggles in former ages had, in the provi­
dence of God, secured those privileges which they had handed down to 
their descendants. They declared their approval of the conduct, and 
their adherence to the principles of the Free Church, and addressed a 
call to her for assistance. That call has not been addressed in vain. 
Assistance has been rendered from time to time, and, amidst the efforts 
which she is making to uphold religious ordinances amongst her own peo­
ple, and to continue, and, as far as possible, to extend her operations for 
diffusing the light of the Gospel, whether among Jews or G 
Free Church, in her present mission, now lends her aid to the erection of 
a College in this city, with the view of enabling the Church here to rear 
within her own bounds those to whom she may look for the future supply 
of ministerial sendees.
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In the department of 1 neology, the principles to be inculcated are those 
exhibited in the standard already referred to—the Westminster Confes­
sion of Faith; and, without noticing farther the scriptural character of 
these principles, we would just refer to Scotland in her best days for an 
illustration of their practical working. The preliminary classes, whether 
for the study of the classics or philosophy, are also to be formed with a 
vievv to those who may wish to prepare themselves for the work of the 
ministry ; but as no subscription of articles is required from the students, 
and as the instructions to be communicated may be regarded as desirable 
on the part of many who may have no view to the ministry, who may 
not even belong to the Free Church, it is not intended to restrict the be­
nefit of them to Free Church students. It is not forgotten that other de­
nominations have been contributing supplies to meet the educational wants 
of the Colony ; but notwithstadning all that they may have contributed, 
there is still an extensive field for additional labourers, and there may be 
an advantage in obtaining an additional supply through the instrumental­
ity of that Church which has been so distinguished for its efforts in the 
cause of Education. Viewing these other denominations as in some re­
spects not adhering so closely to the standard of scripture, we feel con­
strained to keep in a state of separation from them ; but viewing them 
also, notwithstanding these differences, as holding much of the truth, and 
as, in so far, witnesses for Christ, and servants of our common Lord, we 
can rejoice in contemplatiug any success with which he may be pleased to 
bless their labours. If there is to be rivalry betwixt us, let it be a gener­
ous rivalry, let us keep steadily in view the will and the glory of Him 
whose servants we profess to be ; and whatever differences may now sub­
sist betwixt us, the time may soon come when we shall see eye to eye : 
and through the labours which, in the mean time, each may be enabled to 
prosecute, in order to forward the interests of that Kingdom which 
not be moved, the shout may at length be heard, “the kingdoms of this 
world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ.”

1
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REPORT.

The Central Board of the Free Church College, at Halifax, in presenting 
to their friends and the public their first Report, ought, perhaps, to apolo­
gize for the delay that has taken place, since the close of the finan­
cial year.

The fact is, that the whole proceedings connected with the formation of 
Associations on behalf of the College Fund, as well as the working of these 
Associations, have been so new to our Presbyterian Brethren, in these Pro­
vinces, that the greatest difficulties have been experienced in establishing 
any thing like system or business habit ; and, notwithstanding all the ef­
forts of the Board, they regret to state that considerable irregularity still 
prevails. Besides, as a considerable amount of the subscriptions has been 
paid in kind, there has oftentimes occurred no small delay in forwarding 
the article of produce to Halifax, and converting it, when there, into money. 
It is hoped, however, that ail these difficulties will gradually disappear, and 
in the course of another year, a regular systematic order be established.

The following are the sums contributed by the several Presbyteries ad­
hering to the Free Church, in these Lower Provinces :—

Presbytery of Halifax, N. S.,
“ Pictou,
“ Cape Breton,
“ New Brunswick,

Which with £25 of donation from Richard Kidston, Esq., makes the 
whole already received £740 19s. 4èd.

This sum i.as not certainly met the expectations of the friends of the 
cause. But, when we take into account the fact, that nearly the half of 
the year had passed over before many of the Associations were formed— 
the want of organization in other Associations—the almost unprecedented 
failure of the crops in some districts-the great embarrassment in commerciif 
affairs,—when we take all these things into account, the sum raised may 
be considered as encouraging, and sufficient to warrant the expectation of 
the future success of the Scheme. And, if there be any thing more fitted 
than another to inspire with high hope, it is the noble liberality of the 
Presbytery of Cape Breton. That Presbytery is generally considered the

£162 18 7 
206 6 8 
230 10 4| 
115 17 1

I.
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poorest in these Colonies—the visitations of Providence have 
severely felt in this Island, than in any other district, and yet that Pres­
bytery has contributed nearly £50 more than any of the other Presby­
teries! Verily ‘the abundance of their deep poverty has abounded unto 
the riches of their liberality.' Certain it is, that, if the other Presbyte­
ries had contributed at all proportionally, the full sum of £2000 would 
have been realized, the sum contemplated by the most sanguine of our 
friends.

oeen more

!

The Central Board, whilst they pledge themselves to redoubled dili 
in the use of all the

gence
within their province, during the course of themeans

year, would call upon all the friends of the cause and especially upon all 
the Associations to bestir themselves to renewed exertions in the prosecu­
tion of the object contemplated. Much may be done, by Deputations and 
the circulation of information, and nothing shall be wanting, on the part of 
the Central Board, to increase both these means. But the efficient and 
permanent working of the machinery, after all, depends upon those who 
are resident in the several Districts. Let, then, the different Associations 
but realize their duty and responsibility in the matter, and, by the blessing 
of the Most High, the cause will prosper.

In fine, let the momentous consequences involved in the whole of this 
Collegiate undertaking, the good likely to result, therefrom, to the cause of 
Presbyterianism, and the interests of vital religion, be taken into calm 
and prayerful consideration, by all sound-hearted Presbyterians through- 
out these Provinces, and we have no fear of ultimate success.

4
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PRESBYTERY OF HALIFAX.
I

Associations.
AMOUNT.

Halifax,.....................
Dartmouth, . . . 
Lunenburg, . . , 
Cornwallis, . . , 
Musquodoboit, . .

XI06James Grcig, . .
A. S. Harris, . . . 
John S. Newcomb, . . 
William Anderson,

9
24

10
0

Total,.
X162 16 7
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Treasurers.
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£28
36
17

7
19

Donald Ferguson, . 
Dr. Forrest,

. John McDougall,
. Adam McKenzie, 

Donald McKinnon .
| William Waugh,

John McKay, Teacher, 
Ditto.

Hugh Ross,
George Munroe,

Pietou,.................................
New Glasgow,.......................
Blue Mountains,...................
Barney’s River,...................
Lochabcr and St. Mary’s, . . 
Wallace, Gulf Shore, and 

Wallace Harbour,
Earltown anil West Branch, . 
Earltown Sabbath School, . .
Rogers Hill,............................
Salt Springs,.......................
Middle River,.......................
Prince Edward’s Island, . . .

i v 4^
,

14

PRESBYTERY OF PICTOÜ-

1

PRESBYTERY OF CAPE BRETON.

i
Amount.Treasurers.Associations.

iPlaistcr Cove, and 
River Inhabitants, .

Broad Cove,
Margarcc,
St. George’s Channel,
The Points,
Grand River and River Dennis, 
The Lakes, .... 
Cow Bay and Catalonc,
Sydney Mines,
Boularderie,
Lake Ainslie,
Scotch Hill, .
Big and Little Baddcck,
Middle River,

7 5James G. McKccn,
Isaac McLeod,
Henry Taylor,
Angus McPhie,
Murdoch Smith,
Alexander Mathicson, 
Roderick Bethune,
Donald Ross,
Thomas D. Archibald, 
Duncan McDonald,
Charles McDonald,
Niel McKinnon,
Alexander Taylor,
Rev. Alexander Farquharson,

15 4$
3 6

13 1 
17 1 
21 12'

7 0
16 17 
50 0 
25 13 
16 0

1 0
9 3

19 14

£250 10 4}Total,it

L-___

£206 6 8Total,

Amount.Treasurers.Associations.

rS

o
Cl

W
 CO

 ©
 4»

 SÎ O
o 

to
 ►—

 ©
 ©

•- 
V

O
O

O
CM

O
to

g.

to
 to

 u.

—
W
"



16

J
PRESBYTERY OF NEW BRUNSWICK.I»

Associations. Treasurers. Amount.

St. Stephen’s Hall, St. John, .
St. John Presbyterian Church, 
Springfield, ....
Miramichi..................................
Blackville..................................
Nelson,..................................
Ludlow, . , , .

New Mills, Bay Chaleur,
Norton,..................................
Kingston,Hampton,& Londonderry

William Small,
James Cleeland,
U. Buchanan,
John McArthur, 
Alexander McLaggan, 
Alexander Ferguson, 
Miles McMillan,

Rev. Angus McMasters, 
W. Small, . . .
David Aiton,

£43 9
9 18
6 11

13 18
5 15
4 0
6 1
2 5

11 15
17 6 
5 1*

Total, £115 17 1
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