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^

CIHM/ICMH
Microfiche
Series.

CIHIVI/ICMH
Collection de
microfiches.

Canadian Institute for Historical IVIicroreproductions / Institut Canadian de microreproductions historiques



Technical and Bibliographic Notes/Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The institute has attempted to obtain the best

original copy available for filming. Features of this

copy which may be bibliographically unique,

which may alter any of the images in the

reproduction, or which may significantly change
the usual method of filming, are checked below.

D Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

I I

Covers damaged/

D

D

n

Couverture endommagie

Covers restored and/or laminated/

Couverture restaurie et/ou pellicul6e

I I

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Cartes giographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/

Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/

Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/

Reli6 avec d'autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion

along interior margin/
La re liure serrde peut causer de I'ombre ou de la

distortion le long de la marge intArieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may
appear within the text. Whenever possible, these

have been omitted from filming/

II se peut que certaines pages blanches ajouties

lore d'une restauration apparaissent dans le texf 9,

mais, lorsque cela Atait possible, ces pages n'ont

pas 6t6 filmies.

Additional comments:/
Commentaires supplAmentaires;n

L'Institut a microfilm^ le meilleur exemplaire
qu'il lui a ith possible de se procurer. Les details

de cet exemplaire qui sont peut-Atre uniques du
point de vue bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier
une image reproduite. ou qui peuvent exiger une
modification dans la m6thode normale de fiimage
sont indiquts ci-dessous.

I I

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagies

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaur^es et/ou peliiculdes

21
Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages d6color4es, tachet^es ou piqudes

Pages detached/
Pages d6tach6es

D

Showthrough/
Transparence

I I

Quality of print varies/

Quality In^gaie de I'impression

Includes supplementary material/

Comprend du materiel suppl^mentaire

Only edition available/

Seule Edition disponible

Pages wholly or partially obscured by errata

slips, tissues, etc., have been refilmed to

ensure the best possible image/
Les pages totalement ou partieilement

obscurcies par un feuillet d'errata, une pelure,

etc., ont 6t6 filmdes d nouveau de faqon d

obtenir la meilleure image possible.

Th«
tot

Thi

poi

oft

filn

Ori

bef
the

sioi

oth

firs

sioi

or!

Th«
sha
TIN
whi

Ma
diff

ent

be(

rigl

req

me

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce document est filmi au taux de rMuction indiqui ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X 22X 26X 30X

n/

12X 1SX aox 24X 28X 32X



The copy filmed here hes been reproduced thenke

to the generosity of:

Mttropolitin Toronto Library

Canadiin History Dtpartmcnt

L'exempleire film* fut reproduit grice i la

gAnArosit* de:

Mttropolitan Toronto Library

Canadian Hiitory Dapartmant

The images appearing here are the best quality

possible considering the condition and legibility

of the original copy and in keeping with the

filming contract spocificationi^

Las images suivantes ont At* reproduites avec le

plus grand soin, compte tenu de la condition at

de la nettetA de rexemplaire filmA, et en
conformity avec les conditions du contrat de
filmage.

Original copies in printed paper covers are filmed

beginning with the front cover and ending on
the last page with a printed or illustrated impres-

sion, or the back cover when appropriate. All

other original copies are filmed beginning on the

first page with a printed or illustrated impres-

sion, and ending on the last page with a printed

or illustrated impression.

Les exemplaires originaux dont la couverture en
papier est imprimAe sont film6s en commenpant
par le premier plat et en terminant soit par la

dernlAre page qui comporte une empreinte
d'impression ou d'illustration, soit par le second
plat, salon le cas. Tous les autres exemplaires
originaux sont filmAs en commenpant par la

premiere page qui comporte une empreinte
d'impression ou d'illustration et en terminant par
la dernlAre page qui comporte une telle

empreinte.

The last recorded frame on each microfiche

shall contain the symbol —(meaning "CON-
TINUED"), or the symbol (meaning "END"),
whichever applies.

Un des symboles suivants apparattra sur la

dernlAre image de cheque microfiche, selon le

cas: le symbols — signifie "A SUiVRE". le

symbols V signifie "FIN".

Maps, plates, charts, etc.. may be filmed at

different reduction ratios. Those too large to be
entirely included in one exposure are filmed

beginning in the upper left hand corner, left to

right and top to bottom, as many frames as

required. The following diagrams illustrate the

method:

Les cartes, planches, tableaux, etc., peuvent Atre

filmis A des taux de reduction diffirents.

Lorsque le document est trop grand pour Atre

reproduit en un seul cliche, il est film* A partir

de Tangle supirieur gauche, de gauche d droite,

et de heut en bas, en prenant le nombre
d'imagas nicessaire. Les diagrammes suivants

illustrent la mithode.

1 2 3

32X

1 2 3

4 5 6



I

i:i

HI

Sentiuel-Star Print /
/



->-•

-«

DIOCESAN SYNOD.

PETITION TO THE QUEEN
AND LETTER TO

HIS GRACE THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY.

-
. - TORONTO, 1851.

<h^:

rint /
/

,/

/





PETITION.

f,

TO THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY.

May it please your Majesty :

We, your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the

Bishop and Clergy and Laity of the Diocese of Toronto in

the Province of Canada, in Conference assembled, at a

Visitation holden by the Lord Bishop of Toronto, in the

City of Toronto, on the first and second days of May, 1851

—the Laity being composed of two delegates chosen by the

members of the Church of England, who are communicants,

from each Parish or Mission within the said Diocese—beg
leave most humbly to represent to your Majesty

—

That your Petitioners are deeply affected with the

importance of promoting more effectually than can be done

under any existing powers connected with the constitution

of tlie Church in this Colony, the exercise of the discipline

of the Church, and the more advantageous management of

its temporal affairs

;

That the lay members of the Church in this Diocese

now number more than two hundred thousand souls, and

the Clergy one hundred and fifty, scattered over a vast

extent of country, and much separated from one another;

and that on this account the difficulties of Episcopal super-

vision are much increased, as well as of the carrying out

those regulations of discipline with which the best welfare

of the Church is so intimately associated

;

That the Bishop of the Diocese, besides the difficulty

thus arising from the remoteness and distance apart of

Parishes and Clergy, has no adequate power by which to

^



try cases of insubordination, offences against morality, or

aggravated neglect of duty, where such may unhappily

occur amongst his Clergy ;

That in ar ting in accordance with his Episcopal com-

mission and prerogative, and in reliance upon his individual

judgment, with the aid of such counsel as he may be able

to command, his decisions are liable to misconstruction,

being subject, if gentle and indulgent, to the charge of irre-

solution and feebleness, and if manifesting decision and

vigour, liable to be denounced as despotic and tyrannical

;

That on such occasions it would much conduce to the

removal of existing evils, if the Bishop of the Diocese pos-

sessed the support and aid, of a constitutional tribunal,

composed of certain of the more experienced and judicious

of his brethren of the Clergy
;

That in order to effect so desirable an end, and at the

same time more efficiently promote the secular interests of

the Church, by more fully providing and more advan-

tageously managing the means of its support, your

Petitioners would humbly pray that your Majesty would
be pleased to authorize the establishment of a Synod or

Convocation in this Diocese, to be composed of the Laity as

well as the Clergy of the Church therein, in such manner
as in the wisdom of your Majesty would best conduce to

the advancement of these important objects.

And your Majesty's Petitioners, as in humble duty
bound, will ever pray.

On behalf of the Clergy and Laity of the Diocese of

Toronto, in Conference assembled.

(Signed)
,, ; JOHN TORONTO,



LETTER
FROM

THE LORD BISHOP OP TORONTO,

to

HIS GRACE THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY.

Toronto, Canada, 7th June, 1851.

My Lord Archbishop,—
I have the honor to enclose a dutiful and loyal Address

to our Most Gracious and beloved Queen Victoria, from the

Clergy and Laity of this Diocese in Conference assembled,

with an humble request that your Grace will be pleased to

present the same, and recommend the prayer to Her Majesty's

favorable consideration.

There are many questions of great importance to thd

well-being and discipline of the Church in this Diocese which

cannot be satisfactorily settled, without some such constituted

authority as we desire, and it is doubtless fitting, because, in

accordance with the custom of the Church in her purest ages,

that the Bishop should meet and consult with his Clergy upon

rules of practice and Ecclesiastical order within the limits of

his own Diocese ; but not to change or alter, or in any way

to interfere, directly, or indirectly, with the Thirty-nine

Articles, or the Book of Common Prayer, or with the autho-

rized version of the Holy Scriptures. -
-

In England, the Church has her Ecclesiastical Law, and

has been proceeding for centuries in regular and prescribed

order—but such law is said not to extend to this Colony, nor
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18 there any power to motUfy a single rubrie however inap-

plicable it may be to a new conntry, or to enforce stricter

discipline and greater nnity of action.

It mnst also be recollected, that the Constitution of the

mother Church makes no special provision for her Missionary

extension in Foreign parts; hence many things are unprovided

for, which, in remote Colonies are daily calling the atten-

tion of the Bishop or his Clergy, and perplexing them to

remedy.

It would, indeed seem, that at the Reformation, the

Church and Government were too much occupied with the

necessary changes, and the great difficulties and perils with

which they were surrounded, to think of contemplating the

Church in her Missionary character, and of providing for her

gradual establisUment and progress in the Colonies and in

Pagan lands. • .i>.i
, .

It may indeed be true, that no great inconvenience has

yet been felt, but when the lay members of a Diocese in a

distant Colony are more than two hundred thousand, and the

number of the Clergy one hundred and fifty, it must needs

be that difficulties and ofi^ences will arise, and how arc they

to be dealt with ?
"''"'

At such times the Bishop requires the support and re-

freshing counsel of his brethren, and their constitutional co-

operation in devising and applying such remedies as may be

deemed necessary or expedient to meet such cases as may
have occurred.

, ...,.: ; i. , „>..,.,. -i

Moreover, your Grace will perceive that, situated as the

Church now is in this Diocese, the assistance of our lay bre-

thren becomes indispensablp, to take order for the tempora-

lities of the Church, and to adopt such measures for her sta-

bility and support as may be found most suitable to this new
country, and the limited means of our people.

Hitherto, as your Grace well knows, the Missionaries in

Canada have been in a great measure supported by the two
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great Church Socictios—the Society for tlic Propn^ratioit of

tlie Gospel in Foreign Parts, and tlie Society for Promoting

Christian knowledge ; but we arc going far beyond their

power, however much inclined to afford us adequate help, and

the time has arrived when we must look to our local resources

and exertions for the maintenance of the Clergy and the ex-

tension of the Church. r
•

. .

There has, indeed, been for the last five or six years a

local fund arising from the lands set apart in lieu of tithes for

the maintenance of a Protestant Clergy, by the special direc-

tion of His late Majesty, King George III. of blessed me-
mory, and embodied in the 31st Geo. 3, cap. 31, conferring a

constitutional government on the Canadas—but owing to the

spread of what are erroneously called, ** Liberal Principles"

in the Colony, and the indiilerence of the Imperial Govern-

ment, this resource has been grievously wasted, and the

trifling portion which remains has been placed in jeopardy.

Hence both these sources may be considered precarious

and of a temporary character. It is true, the two Societies

are as generous as they have ever been, or can be, and will

doubtless continue to be so to the extent of their ability ; to

them we feel under the greatest possible obligations, but they

are unable to meet all our increasing wants. J
Looking round on all sides wfl^ can perceive no adeqate

help from without, so that we have not ventured to make this

humble and dutiful appeal to our Most Gracious Sovereign

till compelled by pressing necessity. A Royal License to

meet in Synod or Convocation to manage our own affairs, and

to take legal measures for the ministrations, extension, and

support of our Holy Church in the Diocese of Toronto, seems

our only promising resource, and devoutly relying on the

Divine blessing, we have a strong faith in its progressive

efficiency.

We feel indeed a deep conviction that there is no other

way of giving stability and permanence to our branch of the

^.*--'f-"r-^!->^^_
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true Gkmeli in Upper Canada, than that which has been

MUMttoMd by the wiidom and practice of the Church Catholic

in all fomer agea.

Permit me to add, that although we deem your Qrace

the natural and proper channel of communication between the

Church of thii Diooeie and our beloved Queen, nevertheless,

to avoid all occasion of offence, we have thought it our duty

to request Hb Excellency the Oovernor-Qeneral, Earl Elgin

and Kincardine, to transmit a Copy of our Address to the

Right Hon. Earl Grey, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of

State for the Colonies.

I have the honor to be, my Lord Archbishop,

Your Grace's most obedient humble Servant,

(Signed) JOHN TORONTO.




